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Dear 

Please join us at the BirdLife WA monthly meeting on Monday 23 May -

the Great Western Woodlands video will be premiered and there will 

be an update on the Helena and Aurora Range campaign.

The days are definitely chillier but there are still plenty of opportunities to 

go bird watching and to help our feathered friends and BirdLife WA.  The 

WA Sales Committee are seeking new members, become a citizen 

scientist, help out with surveys in Carnamah or, for our younger readers, 

join a planting day on our beaches - there is lots on offer in this fortnight's 

newsletter.

SHOREBIRDS WORKSHOP WITH SWAN RIVER GUARDIANS, 

MAY 14-15 

An upcoming Shorebirds workshop for the Swan River Trust River Guardians 

is scheduled for the weekend 14/15 May as part of the Shorebirds 2020 

Program. The workshop aims to train interested River Guardian volunteers in 

shorebird identification and monitoring, with an emphasis on the Swan and 

Canning Rivers.

River Guardians are friends of the Swan and Canning Rivers, and participate 

in a range of events and volunteering opportunities to improve the health of 

our local rivers. Membership is free and includes a host of member benefits, 

which are at:  www.riverguardians.com

For more details, or to RSVP for the shorebird workshop please email: 

guardians@dpaw.wa.gov.au or: shorebirds.wa@birdlife.org.au

BIRDLIFE WA SALES COMMITTEE - HELP WANTED 

Our hard-working sales committee are on the look out for some new 

members.  They are looking for people with ideas on how to increase the 

sales of our popular greeting cards, badges, books and stickers as well as 

to assist on the sales table at the monthly meetings or at the various festivals 

and events that BirdLife WA participates in.

For more information about the sales committee please contact Valerie 

Hemsley (themsley@iinet.net.au) or Helen Bryant 

(helen.bryant@birdlife.org.au)

SURVEY HELP WANTED NEAR CARNAMAH: MAY AND 

AUGUST 

Paulina Wittwer, from Wittwer Farms, Inering Hills near Carnamah, is 

conducting bird surveys of a 55ha site that will be revegetated this year and 

seeks help from either two people travelling together or else one fit person. 

Events 

Lake Goollelal, Kingsley, 

Saturday 14 May

Shorebirds Workshop, 14 

and 15 May

Lake Richmond, 

Rockingham, Saturday 21 

May

BirdLife monthly meeting, 

Monday 23 May

Webb Lease, Jarrahdale, 

Saturday 28 May
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Terrain is flat but fairly rough. 

In return, cosy accommodation is offered at no charge for two nights in the 

Studio for Birdwatchers.  See Facebook page, Wittwer Farm Accommodation 

for Birdwatchers www.facebook.com/wittwerfarmbirdwatchersaccommodation

Pauline plans to survey for two hours on the mornings of two consecutive 

days and 1-2 hours in the late afternoon on at least one day. i.e. 5-6 hours 

survey. 

Dates are a little flexible, weekdays are preferred for:

Last week of May - “Winter Survey"

Last week of August  - “Spring Survey”. 

For more details or to express your interest, please contact Paulina Wittwer, 

paulina.wittwer@outlook.com or call or text to: 0428 674 074

CALLING ALL YOUNG PEOPLE 

Perth NRM is inviting young people in Perth to help plant seedlings along 

iconic Cottesloe Beach, Lake Claremont and South Beach Fremantle.

You can make a real difference to this global issue, right here in Perth!

Reduce carbon levels and improve the living environment for us and future 

generations. Environmental degradation contributes to climate change so 

each individual effort we make to help regenerate our lakes and parks, can 

make a huge difference.

You can engage with our beautiful, natural surroundings at this fun event that 

also helps draw the critical connection between our mental and physical 

health, recreation and the health of our environment.

Places are limited so register soon; for more information got to: 

perthnrm.com/community/events/youth-planting-days-cottesloe-beach.aspx

COLLECT WETLAND BIRD FEATHERS FOR THE FIRST 

FEATHER MAP OF AUSTRALIA 

Wetlands are habitats that are critical for Australia’s waterbirds however they 

are under threat from reduced river flows and flooding, drought, climate 

change and land use changes.   

Help turn the tide by simply collecting wetland bird feathers you find on the 

ground or in the water from inland wetlands across Australia.  

Researchers from the Australian Nuclear Science and Technology 

Organisation (ANSTO) and the University of New South Wales will analyse 

the feathers using nuclear techniques to track the movement of waterbirds, 

creating the first ever Feather Map of Australia. This information can be used 

by water and wetland managers to inform decision making and help 

researchers better understanding waterbirds to ensure their survival.  

Find out how you can get involved at www.ansto.gov.au/feathermap

GREEN GROWTH PLAN SUBMISSIONS CLOSE 13 MAY 

On Tuesday 26 April  over 100 residents from across the metropolitan area 

flocked to talk about protecting Carnaby’s from the State Government’s 

proposed Green Growth Plan. If you couldn’t make it, it’s not too late to 

participate in the discussion - the Plan’s public comment period closes May 

13th 2016 so there is still time to make a submission and to let your local 

Member of Parliament know Perth people care about Carnaby’s. More 



information is available at http://www.birdsyoulove.org/act-now, or you can 

email conservation@birdlife.org.au

GREAT COCKY COUNT UPDATE 

The Great Cocky Count was a great success again this year. Around 700 

volunteers registered to survey 426 roost sites. The birds turned up for many 

(but not all, alas) of our counters. The count recorded records on most fronts:

16,392 White Tailed Black-Cockatoos at 100 occupied roosts

1,907 Forest Red Tailed Black-Cockatoos at 66 occupied roosts

These numbers mean that we counted approximately 27% of all Black-

Cockatoos in the South West of Western Australia on a single night!

4,897 Carnaby’s at a single (mega) roost site!

Thanks to all our hard working volunteers for your GCC efforts this year.

EXCURSIONS 

To access more information about each event simply click on the name of the 

excursion.

LAKE GOOLLELAL, KINGSLEY, SATURDAY 14 MAY, MORNING

8.00am Members and guests only. Leader Clive Nealon

LAKE RICHMOND, ROCKINGHAM, SATURDAY 21 MAY, MORNING

8 am Members & guests only. Leader Mary Vaughan

MONTHLY MEETING, BOLD PARK ECOLOGY CENTRE, FLOREAT, 

MONDAY 23 MAY

7.30pm – 9pm Members of The Great Woodland Committee will show GWW 

video and give a talk on The Helena/Aurora Range Campaign.

WEBB LEASE, JARRAHDALE, SATURDAY 28 MAY, MORNING

8.30 am Members and guests only. Leader Robyn Pickering

BIRDLIFE WESTERN AUSTRALIA E-NEWS – GUIDELINES FOR 

CONTRIBUTORS 

All members are welcome to contribute items to this Newsletter, which is 

primarily for activities not published in WA Bird Notes. Items should be less 

than 100 words and relate only to BirdLife supported activities. The final 

decision on publication rests with the news team. Please send items for 

publication by close of business on the second or fourth Tuesday of the 

month to: enews.wa@birdlife.org.au

White-bellied Sea-Eagle - photograph courtesy of Frank O'Connor
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