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Dear 

Even before the numbers are finalised, the 2016 Great Cocky Count has 

already been hailed as an outstanding success. The annual event, which 

monitors the population of Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos in and around 

Perth, has never been more popular, nor has it been more important, as 

successive Great Cocky Counts have shown that the population of the 

birds has been in steep decline in recent years.

The count maybe over but you can still help, see http://www.birdsyoulove.org/

WESTERN GROUND PARROT WORKSHOP OUTCOMES 

Over 30 conservation experts from across Australia and New Zealand met 

over three days to work towards securing the future of the Western Ground 

Parrot. The workshop was hosted by Parks and Wildlife and the South Coast 

Threatened Birds Recovery Team, and was generously sponsored by the 

WWF, BirdLife WA, Friends of the Western Ground Parrot, South Coast NRM 

and the Commonwealth Department of the Environment. The International 

Union for Conservation of Nature Species Survival Commission facilitated the 

workshop.

The workshop’s outcomes will provide important information to conserve 

Western Ground Parrots.

The vision that came from the workshop is “The community values Western 

Ground Parrots and we have multiple self-sustaining and resilient wild 

populations that are effectively managed as an integral component of our 

landscape. As a symbol of a healthy ecosystem, their calls once again herald 

the start and end of each day in Western Australia’s biologically rich 

heathlands. The successful recovery of the western ground parrot provides 

inspiration, hope and a blueprint for the community’s efforts to conserve 

biodiversity generally and shows that we can and should prevent extinction”.

SHOREBIRDS 2020 TRAINING WORKSHOP- PORT HEDLAND 

Port Hedland has long been known as an important area for migratory 

shorebirds; however the remote location of the town along the Pilbara 

coastline and lack of local counters in the area has prevented the inclusion of 

monitoring sites in BirdLife Australia's Shorebirds 2020 Project.  It is hoped 

this is all about to change, with a recent shorebirds identification and counting 

workshop completed in conjunction with the Care for Hedland Environmental 

Association. The workshop was presented and facilitated by Bruce Greatwich 

(Shorebirds 2020 WA Coordinator) and Mike Bamford (WA BirdLife Chair), 

with a group of approximately 10 keen Port Hedland locals.
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Participants were surprised and impressed by shorebird species richness and 

abundance, with up to 1,000 birds from 19 species recorded during a field 

survey at one site during the workshop.

Discussions are now in place to incorporate monitoring of Port Hedland in to 

the Shorebirds 2020 Project, and other shorebird conservation initiatives 

around Port Hedland. BirdLife WA would like to thank Care for Hedland for 

their support in coordinating and executing the workshop.

For more information on the Shorebirds 2020 Project or Care for Hedland 

Group please contact Bruce (shorebirds.wa@birdlife.org.au) or Melissa 

(info@careforhedland.org.au)

REVIEW OF WA BIRD NOTES 

The WABN editorial committee is reviewing the layout and content of your 

publication and invites suggested changes to improve WABN, which is not 

just sent to subscribers but is used by the Branch for promotional purposes. 

The format of WABN has not been reviewed since 2011 so this action is 

timely. If you would like to comment please send your suggestions to the 

BWA office either by email: wa@birdlife.org.au or in letter format to the BWA 

office, 167 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat WA  6014. Changes will not come into 

effect until the September 2016 edition.

CALLING FOR ANTHOLOGY CONTRIBUTIONS TO 

FLIGHTPATH 

Hallowell Press is now calling for creative contributions from across the East 

Asian-Australasian Flyway – and beyond – to its forthcoming anthology 

Flightpath.  More at :

www.hallowellpress.com

EXCURSIONS 

To access more information about each event simply click on the name of the 

excursion.

LAKE COOGEE, MUNSTER, SATURDAY 16 APRIL, MORNING

8.00-11.00am    Members and guests only.  Leaders: Jan and Dave Crossley

http://www.birdlife.org.au/events/detail/birdlife-western-australia-half-day-

excursion217/birdlife-western-australia/

BWA MONTHLY MEETING, WESTERN AUSTRALIA ECOLOGY CENTRE, 

FLOREAT,   MONDAY 18 APRIL

Note: Date changed due to Anzac Day long weekend.

7.30 – 9.30pm Guest speaker Xenia Dennett will talk about “Chasing Birds in 

Australia”.

Light refreshment will be served. 

http://www.birdlife.org.au/events/detail/birdlife-western-australia-monthly-

meeting19/birdlife-western-australia/

CAMPOUT, STIRLING RANGES, SATURDAY 23 – MONDAY 25 APRIL

Members and guests only.  Leaders: Clive Nealon and Sue Abbotts

Limit of 25.

http://www.birdlife.org.au/events/detail/birdlife-western-australia-

campout42/birdlife-western-australia/

ELLIS BROOK, GOSNELLS, SUNDAY 24 APRIL, MORNING

8.30-11.00am  Members and guests only.     Leader: Steve Burns



http://www.birdlife.org.au/events/detail/birdlife-western-australia-half-day-

excursion218/birdlife-western-australia/

VICTORIA RESERVOIR, CANNING MILLS, SUNDAY 1 MAY, MORNING

8.30-11.00am  Members and guests only   Leaders: John and Ruth Luyer

http://www.birdlife.org.au/events/detail/birdlife-western-australia-half-day-

excursion219/birdlife-western-australia/

BIRDLIFE WESTERN AUSTRALIA E-NEWS – GUIDELINES FOR 

CONTRIBUTORS 

All members are welcome to contribute items to this Newsletter, which is 

primarily for activities not published in WA Bird Notes. Items should be less 

than 100 words and relate only to BirdLife supported activities. The final 

decision on publication rests with the news team. Please send items for 

publication by close of business on the second or fourth Tuesday of the 

month to: enews.wa@birdlife.org.au

Gilberts Honeyeater - Georgina Steytler 
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