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From the field

Brown Falcon at Lake Richmond, p 48. Photo by Garry Taylor Whistling Kite at Credo in the Great Western Woodlands p 10. 
Photo by Keith Lightbody

Buff-breasted Sandpiper, Broome Observatory, p 54. Photo 
by Nyil Khwaja

Red-necked Avocets that have been frequenting the lagoon at Bill King’s retirement village, Mandurah. Photo David Budd 

Red-capped Plover, Eyre Observatory, p 55. Photo by 
Aidan Williams
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Helena and Aurora Range one step closer to 
becoming a national park 
Stage one to create the proposed Helena Aurora National Park has been completed 
The Environment Minister, Hon Stephen Dawson, 
announced recently that stage one of a two-stage process 
to create the proposed Helena Aurora National Park has 
been completed (Media Statement on 2 February 2021; 
web address below). 

Stage one was the conversion of the existing unclassified 
Mount Manning Range Nature Reserve into a national park. 
This was carried out with the support and agreement of the 
Traditional Owners. With stage one complete, the Helena 
Aurora National Park is now one step closer to reality.

Hon Stephen Dawson stated that: "In 2017 I said we 
would investigate options to protect this significant area 
in a class A reserve, and I am proud to say this process is 
now underway with the conversion of the nature reserve to 
class A national park." 

This is a great step forward. However, the Helena and 
Aurora Range is not in the Mount Manning Range Nature 
Reserve and has yet to be protected within a Class A 
national park.  

Protection of the Helena and Aurora Range will be carried 
out in the second stage. 

The good news is that the McGowan government is 
currently working on stage two, which will convert the 
Mt Manning Conservation Park – home to the Helena and 
Aurora Range and Mt Manning Range – into a national 
park. It will be a complex process, and take some time, as 
it requires an Indigenous Land Use Agreement (ILUA) with 
the Marlinyu Ghoorlie Native Title Holders. 

Boundary of the proposed Helena Aurora National Park 

The boundary of the proposed Helena Aurora National Park 
follows the outer perimeter of the combined Mt Manning 
Range Nature Reserve and Mt Manning Conservation Park. 
There are some small exclusions on the boundary due to 
existing mining infrastructure that cannot be included in a 
national park.  

The proposed Helena Aurora National Park covers an 
area of 333,127 ha. This is a much larger conservation 
estate than we ever dared to request in our campaign's 
national park proposals in 2013 and 2017, as it includes 
two conservation reserves and both Mt Manning Range and 
Helena and Aurora Range. This larger area does make a 
lot of sense. Not only does it reflect the high conservation, 
landform, Aboriginal Heritage and social values of the area, 
the Mount Manning Range Nature Reserve (now national 
park) will connect the Helena and Aurora Range and Mt 
Manning Range.  

It is a great outcome that the proposed Helena Aurora 
National Park will protect both Helena and Aurora Range 
and Mt Manning Range.  

This will mean that two of the six significant Banded 
Ironstone Formation (BIF) ranges in the Northern Yilgarn 
will be protected. A very worthy outcome for this unique 
area, which is visited, appreciated and loved by so many 
people. It is also much needed as the pressures to mine 
these BIF ranges is only increasing. 

"National park status will provide the best ongoing 
protection for this significant natural asset that the 
Environmental Protection Authority has described as a 
biodiversity hotspot” said Hon Stephen Dawson in his 
announcement. 

Why two different stages?  

We have learnt that the creation of the proposed Helena 
Aurora National Park is complex, as it is made up of 
conservation estates that were created at different times. 
The Land Administration Act 1933 / 1997, CALM Act 1984 
and Native Title Act 1993 all come in to play.  

Conservation reserves created prior to 1973 had the 
effect of extinguishing Native Title. Conservation reserves 
created post 1976 and before 1993 still extinguished 
Native title. However, there was also the effect of 
compensation, which came into play when the Mount 
Manning Range Nature Reserve (gazetted in 1979) was 
recently converted into a national park.  

Australian Hobby. Photo by David Free

Brown Honeyeater. Photo David Free
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Helena and Aurora Range one step closer to becoming a national 
park, ctd

The Mt Manning Conservation Park (including Helena 
and Aurora Range Conservation Park and Mt Manning 
Range Conservation Park) was created in 2005 without 
extinguishing Native Title. As a result, under the Native 
Title Act 1993, for Mt Manning Range to be converted into 
a national park, it is a requirement that an ILUA or Area 
Agreement is negotiated with the Traditional Owners. An 
ILUA (or Area Agreement) is currently being negotiated 
with the Marlinyu Ghoorlie Native Title Holders. 

The Marlinyu Ghoorlie Native Title Claim 
was registered in March 2019 and is 
currently undergoing Determination. 

Where to from here? 

We are heartened by the strong 
commitment of the McGowan government 
to the proposed Helena Aurora National 
Park.

We would like to thank the BirdLife 
community for its wonderful support. This 
support is still very much needed. The 
Helena and Aurora Range is not protected 
yet and the threat from mining continues 
to be ever present. 

We can show our continued support to the McGowan 
government and the Environmental Minister for 
the proposed Helena Aurora National Park and Hon 
Stephen Dawson's recent Media Statement (web 
address below).

We urge you to contact the Environment Minister's 
Office by email minister.dawson@dpc.wa.gov.au

 While we are aware the creation of the proposed 
Helena Aurora National Park is progressing as quickly 
as possible, we wish it to continue to do so! 

Web address to Media Statement 2 February 2021: 

https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/
McGowan/2021/02/Proposed-Helena-and-Aurora-

Ranges-National-Park-one-step-closer.aspx 

We will post updates on progress towards the 
creation of the proposed Helena Aurora National 
Park on the Helena and Aurora Range Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/HelenaAuroraRange and via 
BirdLife WA e-News. 

Shapelle McNee and Mark Henryon 

Figure 1. Sketch map of proposed Helena 
Aurora National Park boundary consisting of 
two conservations reserves: Mount Manning 
Ranger Nature Reserve and Mt Manning 
Conservation Park. Details of the boundary 
are not shown (eg. small excluded areas of 
mining infrastructure on the edge).
Note: Mt Manning Conservation Park 
includes Helena and Aurora Range 
Conservation Park and Mt Manning 
Conservation Park.

Striated Pardalote. Photo by David Free



Page 6 Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 177 March 2021

Anne Bondin: long time supporter of the Friends of the Western Ground Parrot 
It was with great regret that Anne Bondin finally decided to “call it a day” after being a member of the Committee for 
some 18 years. The extraordinary work and commitment of Anne to the parrots (even though she likes shorebirds and 
puffins more!) and the Friends has included being: 

• A foundation member of the Friends with Brenda Newbey, 
• Chair, 
• Vice Chair, 
• Secretary, 
• Treasurer, 
• social media officer, 
• membership officer, 
• merchandising officer, 
• Attending numerous events where she has promoted the Friends 

and the plight of the parrots, and the holder of the Friends’ 
“Corporate knowledge”. 

Anne you will be greatly missed although you will continue to support 
the Friends!! 

Brenda Newbey has kindly provided the following contribution about 
Anne. 

A survey for Western Ground Parrots in the Waychinicup-Manypeaks National Park in March 2003 showed clearly 
that there had been a dramatic decline in their numbers since 1998. This was serious as at that stage, although 
there were still ground parrots in the Fitzgerald River National Park, it was very doubtful that any WGPs remained 
at Cape Arid National Park as they had not been recorded there since 1989. Anne was one of the volunteers for the 
devastating Waychinicup-Manypeaks survey and she and I decided to form a Friends group for the parrot. We decided 
that awareness of this species should be raised and that we would have a newsletter to keep members informed and 
involved. The first news update was sent out in April 2003. 

We were an informal group. Anne kept the member list and used to send out the newsletters: some were hard copies as 
not everyone had email back then. The newsletters were bi-monthly to keep attention on the WGP. 

At first we had no autonomous web presence, but Anne put a page for Friends of the Western Ground Parrot on the 
Albany Birds website. She was always instrumental in recruiting volunteers for the many surveys of those first few 
years following the installation of the first departmental WGP officer in late 2003, as well as organizing and participating 
in surveys in Waychinicup and west of Albany. She also wrote articles on the plight of the Western Ground Parrot for 
various publications. 

One of these had far–reaching consequences. In 2009 it was read by John Linton, CEO of telecom company Exetel Pty 
Ltd. He offered to help financially. He was particularly interested in captive breeding. The WGP Recovery Team was 
not ready for captive breeding so at first Exetel supported some research into the use of Automated Recording Units.
The Exetel involvement propelled our small community group to become formally structured. Anne took on the roles of 
Vice Chair and Treasurer. She found and adapted our constitution, and steered us successfully to incorporation and tax 
deductibility.

Parks and Wildlife staff would also like to acknowledge the enormous body of work undertaken by Anne Bondin in her 
18 years as a committee member with the Friends of the Western Ground Parrot. Anne has provided amazing support to 
the community group and the WGP Recovery Team over the years, as well as leading many field trips out to places such 
as Waychinicup to survey for this elusive bird. Anne is stepping down from the Friends committee but staying on the 
Recovery Team, representing BirdLife Australia, so thankfully we will continue to benefit from Anne’s knowledge for a few 
more years to come. 
 Paul Wettin 

Community Education Committee
Annette Park is standing down from the Community Education 
Committee after 11 years, three as Chair. 

An invaluable, dedicated and hard worker for the committee, she 
will be greatly missed. Lorraine Marshall as the incoming chair 
presents her with a small token of the CEC’s great appreciation. 

BirdLife WA Committees

Lorraine Marshall and Annette Park. Photo by Beth Walker

Friends of the Western Ground Parrot in Action
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Name change for CEC
CEC has changed our name from Education to Community 
Engagement Committee. We believe that Community 
Engagement better reflects the nature of its function and 
this was endorsed by our BWA executive in December 2020.

Last year we formed a partnership with the National Trust 
and are investigating other opportunities in 2021. Special 
interest groups as well as schools are also our ongoing 
clients. Despite COVID-19 restrictions we were able to visit 
five schools, eight classes and 228 students and adults in 
2020. Over 360 people attended another nine events as well 
as over 600 at the highly successful Peel Harvey weekender 
in conjunction with the Sales Committee and BWA project 
staff.

We are always looking for helping hands, assisting with 
walks, school visits etc. If you are interested please contact 
CEC through the BWA office email. 

Lorraine Marshall 
Chair CEC

BirdLife WA Committees, ctd

BIRD WALKS
AT STIRLING RANGE RETREAT 2021

The owners of the Stirling Range Retreat, Virginia and 
Darren, have requested that BirdLife Western Australia 
volunteers lead walks at Stirling Range Retreat again 
this year as we have done in the past. Each volunteer 
would spend one week leading daily Dawn (8 a.m.) & 
Afternoon (3 p.m.) bird walks during Spring 2021. After 
the devastating fires in the National Park in early 2020 
and the effects of the Covid pandemic, we have an 
excellent opportunity to support the Retreat once again.

The walks this year will commence on Saturday 28th 
August (the first volunteer arrives on Friday 27th 
August) and conclude after the 8am morning walk on 
Saturday 30th October 2021.

Again the walks will be conducted on well-pounded 
kangaroo trails, within the Retreat precinct and in the 
adjacent 50 acres of woodland north of the Retreat. The 
terrain is flat and the walks are very easily negotiated.

We would also expect to conduct evening talks at 7pm 
on Monday, Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday that 
are illustrated with a Power Point presentation of bird 
photographs and accompanying bird calls. The computer 
and projector will be available pre-loaded with the 
necessary software for the duration of the program.

Accommodation arrangements in 2021 will be as follows:
• The leaders and their partners will be offered a 50% 

tariff on cabin accommodation.

• For those people who will be using their own caravan 
for accommodation a tariff free powered site will be 
available.

• 100% of all walk and talk fees will be donated to 
BirdLife Western Australia. Note: during Spring 2020 
BirdLife volunteers raised more than $3,000.00  from 
the walks and Power Point presentations.

• When available, leaders are invited to join the 9am 
Hidden Treasures Orchid and Wildflower Tour as 
guests of the Retreat.

All weeks are still available to volunteers who would like 
to take part in the program and weeks will be allocated 
on a first come, first served basis.

For further details please contact Clive Nealon via 
email at clivenealon@bigpond.com or by phone at 

9448-5921 or 0402 009 462

Brendan Kinsella giving a presentation to students at 
Winthrop Primary School. Photo Jan Dunlop

BIRDLIFE WA NEW MEMBERS
13 OCTOBER 2020 TO 28 JANUARY 2021

Sarah Barley

Jenny Baynham

Nick Berry

Teresa Berry

Rusty Burke

Halina Burmej

Zoe Carter

Lloyd Foster

Ian Garthwaite

Agneta Geldenhuys

Ruth Godden

Rosemary Hansen

Sue Harper

Trisha Howe

Luke Jenkins

John Joyce

Louise Landels

Erica MacIntyre

Sue McDonald

Louise McShane

Louise Minty

Stephen Newton-
Howes

Elizabeth 
Noordhoek

Caroline Perks

Maxine Peter

Diana Plyley

Colleen Reed

Helen Rowbottam

Tim Swanton

Pamela Walker

Peter Wallace

Nathan Watson

Les Weston

Samantha Wright
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Book Review
Photographing our brilliant West Australian Birds & Wildflowers  

Chris Tate’s award-winning photos of brilliant Western 
Australian birds & wildflowers comes with tips and advice 
on how to get the best photos whether in the wild or in 
your own backyard.

This unique, 90-page book, without technical camera 
jargon, outlines how images of birds and wildflowers can 
be best captured with normal cameras, mobile phone 
cameras and iPads.

With top photography tips, this unique book reveals stories 
behind Chris’s celebrated, award-winning photos – some 
taken in his own backyard.

Phone orders: 9227 8283. $25 plus postage. Or go to: 
accounts@haveagonews.com.au

Book Reviews: 

“What I love about this book is that it avoids becoming 
too technical. Rather than focussing on settings and 
equipment (as most guides do), Chris has chosen to 
emphasise the importance of composition, light, angles, 
backgrounds and 'in the field' techniques.”

Georgina Steytler Photography 

‘Photographing our brilliant West Australian birds and 
flowers’ is a must have for every photography enthusiast. 
Author Chris Tate shares a selection of his stunning 
natural world images, and includes details on how he got 
the shot, plus his top tips for capturing each subject. He 
has decades of photography experience and so much can 
be learnt from his ‘how to’ guide.” 

Alex Cearns OAM
APP MPhotog AIPP, Associate NZIPP, LAPS, Associate WPPI 

Creative Director / Photographer / Consultant 
Houndstooth Studio & Black Cat Consulting 

Ambassador: Tamron / Profoto / BenQ / SpiderHolster

Western Spinebill at Whiteman Park. Photo by Chris Tate

Advertising rates in 
Western Australian Bird Notes

(as at February 2021 and subject to change without notice)

Full colour
A4 page $200.00 one-off, or

$150.00 per page if placed in four consecutive issues:
½ page: $100.00 one-off, or

$75.00 per issue if placed in four consecutive issues- 

Black-and-white
A4 page  $100.00 
½ page: $55.00 
¼ page: $35.00

Please include original graphics for your advertisement when 
you reply
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BirdLife WA Conservation Program
METROPOLITAN BIRD GEOGRAPHY NO. 3 
White-winged Fairy-wren 
This species (WWFW) is currently found predominantly in 
the coastal dunes (where suitable habitat still exists) of the 
metropolitan area south to Leighton. It also has an eastern 
component to its distribution on the Swan Coastal Plain 
(e.g. Lake Pinjar, Lake Jandabup, Whiteman Park), but its 
current status there is unclear. 

In some places, especially the coastal dunes at Iluka 
and Cottesloe, it is regularly recorded. At most localities, 
however, it is seldom seen. Fully-coloured WWFW males 
will perch atop a low bush for minutes at a time, in 
contrast to the Purple-backed (Variegated) Fairy-wren 
(PBFW). Great care needs to be taken to distinguish the 
brown-plumaged birds of both species. Unlike other fairy-
wren species that are socially monogamous and may have 
more than one ‘coloured’ male in each family group (a 
breeding male and offspring from previous years that act 
as helpers), WWFW have a clan breeding system. Only 
the dominant breeding male in the group is in full nuptial 
plumage. The males of any subordinate breeding groups 
are all brown. All modern bird guides depict these subtle 
plumage differences clearly. 

Unlike the PBFW (Douglas and Abbott 2020), the WWFW 
occurs in coastal dunes close to the beach, where the 
wind-blown vegetation is sparse, of no great height, and 
occurs in patches separated by extensive areas of bare 
sand. 

This species has expanded its geographical range. Like 
the PBFW, it originally occurred along the coast no farther 
south than Lancelin. Its subsequent spread is as follows: 
Burns Beach (1931); Heirisson Islands (in samphire 
marshes, 1948, before reclamation); Naval Base (1948), 
and City Beach (1949). Between 1958 and 1963 it was 
reported ‘by others’ to Robert Stranger but not seen 
by him at Pelican Point; this record is probably of a 
misidentified PBFW. Stranger began observing birds on the 
Maylands peninsula in 1982; he regularly recorded WWFW 
only between December 1983 and September 1986, even 
though he continued observing there until December 1997. 

WWFW was recorded at Star Swamp in 2004-05 but not 
since. Between 1989 and 2006 this species was seen in the 
southern block of Bold Park (Mt Claremont), but not since. 
The causes of these declines may have resulted from 
wildfire and destruction of habitat.  

Southern Emu-wren 
The original geographic range of this species on the 
Swan Coastal Plain is poorly documented. It is believed 
that it occurred (in 1829) wherever there was dense, 
low vegetation (coastal dunes, swamps, river edges). In 
December 1839 John Gilbert collected a male, female, and 
nest ‘near Fremantle’. This species lost ground well before 
there was significant urban development. Change in fire 
regime, from the small-scale mosaic burning typical of 
Noongar people to extensive wildfire started by settlers, 

was probably a significant factor in its early decline.  

For nearly 100 years there were no further reports 
of the occurrence of SEW around Perth. All of the 
recent records are between John Forrest National 
Park and Martin, along or close to the edge of the 
Darling Escarpment: 1931 – on Welshpool Rd near 
the foothills; 1950 – Thomsons Lake; 1951 – near 
Maida Vale; 1952 – near waterfall in Gosnells. Other 
records of this species are from Gooseberry Hill, 
Lesmurdie Falls, Victoria Reservoir, Bickley Brook, 
and Ellis Brook. Nearer the coastal part of the 
metropolitan region, SEW is currently not known 
south of Yanchep National Park and Carabooda. The 
next most northerly coastal record comes from Port 
Kennedy Scientific Park. 

Emu-wrens have not been recorded at the following 
places in the metro region, despite intensive study 
in recent times: coastal dunes between Scarborough 
and Leighton; Kings Park; Bold Park; Whiteman Park; 
and Bungendore Park. 

Thanks to Mike Brooker, Peter Curry, Ron Johnstone 
OAM, Suzanne Mather, Caroline Mynott, and Boyd 
Wykes for kindly providing some of the factual 
information used in this article.  

Reference 
Douglas, T., and Abbott, I. (2020). Metropolitan bird 

geography no. 2. Variegated Fairy-wren. Western 
Australian Bird Notes 176, 8. 

Ian Abbott and Tegan Douglas 
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DAMPIER SALTWORKS SHOREBIRD SURVEY 2020 
Since 2012, Dampier Salt Ltd (DSL) (a Rio Tinto business 
unit) and BirdLife Western Australia (BWA) have partnered 
to conduct annual surveys of the shorebirds of the Dampier 
Saltworks located in the north west of Western Australia 
(O'Connor et al. 2020). The Dampier Saltworks (especially 
Pond 0 and Pond 1A) is a Key Biodiversity Area (KBA) 
for Red-necked Stint, Curlew Sandpiper and Red-capped 
Plover because it supports >1% of the world population 
of these species. The shorebird data also contributes to 
BirdLife Australia’s National Shorebirds Monitoring project. 

The 2020 survey was conducted by BWA volunteers Frank 
O’Connor, Jeremy Ringma and Holly Kirk. Mark Henryon 
coordinated the survey for BWA. Access to the site was 
facilitated by Chris Parker, the DSL Environmental Advisor. 
While the shorebirds were the highest priority to be 
counted, all waterbirds and raptors were counted, and a 
list of all other bird species was recorded. This article only 
reports on the shorebirds. The full report can be obtained 
from the BWA office. 

The 12 681 shorebirds and the 11 185 trans-equatorial 
migrants are the second highest totals for the surveys, and 
only exceeded in November 2018 (Table 1). The 1496 non-
migratory shorebirds is the fourth highest total for these 
surveys. The absence of Banded Stilt and the smaller Red-
necked Avocet count partly explain the lower total than the 
past two surveys, but both species can be highly mobile 

to take advantage of suitable conditions. The Red-capped 
Plover count was also lower than the past two surveys, 
but still internationally significant. This species can also be 
highly mobile. 

The Dampier Saltworks is a KBA for three species. This 
count exceeded the 1% population threshold for all 
three species:  Red-necked Stint (5865 vs 4750), Curlew 
Sandpiper (1934 vs 900) and Red-capped Plover (1389 
vs 950). The Curlew Sandpiper total was very close to the 
highest count in these surveys (1934 vs 1941). The count 
of Sharp-tailed Sandpiper (971 vs 850) exceeded the 1% 
threshold for the second time. This count was nationally 
significant (>0.1%) for Lesser Sand Plover (1564 vs 180) 
and Greater Sand Plover (210 vs 200). 

Far Eastern Curlew (24), Bar-tailed Godwit (141), Great 
Knot (156), Red Knot (115), Grey-tailed Tattler (48) and 
nearly Ruddy Turnstone (56) had their highest counts for 
these surveys, but most of these are well below significant 
numbers, with the exception being Red Knot (115 vs 110) 
which exceeded the nationally significant threshold for the 
first time. 

Reference 
O’Connor, F., Barratt, P., and Douglas, T. (2020). Dampier 

Saltworks shorebird survey, November 2019. Western 
Australian Bird Notes 174, 16–17.

Gavin White
MRB5813 
AU31609

Ph: 0448 975 586

For servicing and repairs to all makes of 
vehicles

Specialising in air conditioners, servicing 
and repairs

White Torque Pty Ltd
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Table 1. Shorebirds at the Dampier RTM lease and adjacent mudflats. 

 Oct 
2012

Oct 
2013

Oct 
2014

Oct 
2015

Oct 
2016

Oct 
2017

Nov 
2018

Nov 
2019

Dec 
2020

Beach Stone-curlew* 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Aust. Pied Oystercatcher* 1 2 2 31 4 1 3 2 2 

Banded Stilt* 32 46 13 0 0 3 217 1088 0 

Red-necked Avocet* 307 277 378 83 150 230 199 219 105 

Pied Stilt* 40 107 60 11 15 24 22 41 13 

Grey Plover 4 8 1 6 17 0 2 8 2 

Pacific Golden Plover 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 

Red-capped Plover* 650 1295 1059 472 890 546 1867 2361 1389 

Lesser Sand Plover 0 195 3 25 413 4 1042 111 1564 

Greater Sand Plover 18 93 25 52 46 3 47 894 210 

Oriental Plover 164 0 0 0 8 0 133 1 6 

Black-fronted Dotterel* 0 8 4 0 0 3 2 0 0 

Banded Lapwing* 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Red-kneed Dotterel* 0 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Whimbrel 12 33 15 21 103 20 15 16 17 

Far Eastern Curlew 20 14 8 9 19 1 4 3 24 

Bar-tailed Godwit 109 49 16 44 65 25 29 69 141 

Ruddy Turnstone 3 12 13 12 59 53 10 13 56 

Great Knot 6 31 0 74 52 4 28 55 156 

Red Knot 0 3 0 31 9 0 8 38 115 

Broad-billed Sandpiper 4 5 2 10 0 5 5 4 1 

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 340 297 661 380 139 180 1343 337 971 

Curlew Sandpiper 72 403 358 163 1390 1941 1297 113 1934 

Long-toed Stint 0 0 8 0 1 0 1 4 0 

Red-necked Stint 758 5979 2028 1933 559 984 8189 2515 5865 

Sanderling 1 1 5 0 15 7 0 0 0 

Little Stint 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Red-necked Phalarope 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 

Terek Sandpiper 0 0 0 2 2 0 2 0 0 

Common Sandpiper 1 3 4 5 7 16 4 4 7 

Grey-tailed Tattler 32 14 38 9 35 8 39 28 48 

Common Greenshank 46 25 61 20 78 25 25 73 52 

Wood Sandpiper 0 3 2 0 1 2 0 0 0 

Marsh Sandpiper 6 7 4 10 3 4 7 1 3 

Australian Pratincole* 1 4 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 

Oriental Pratincole 0 0 0 0 0 0 30 0 0 

Unidentified shorebirds 416 0 450 1169 68 831 0 550 0 

Sand Plover sp.       1110 2 0 0 600 0 

Yearly Totals 3044 8922 5218 5683 4151 4920 14 572 9148 12 681 

Migratory Shorebirds 2052 7282 3762 5096 3106 4137 12 284 5478 11 185 

Non-migratory* 992 1640 1456 587 1045 783 2288 3670 1496 

No. of Species 24 27 24 23 26 23 29 24 22 

Frank O’Connor, Jeremy Ringma and Holly Kirk 

BirdLife WA Conservation Program, ctd



Page 12 Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 177 March 2021

GREAT WESTERN WOODLANDS – BIRD ID AND SURVEY SKILLS 
COURSE 2020
Held at Credo Station, Great Western Woodlands, 11 - 14 September
On a warm, welcoming Friday afternoon in September, 
16 enthusiastic ornithologists arrived at Credo Station 
homestead ready to top-up their bird ID skills and soak 
up the wonders of the Great Western Woodlands (GWW). 
We were a mixed group, with some proudly displaying 
BB-plates (‘Beginner-Birder’) and others sporting 
the long lenses and battered binoculars of seasoned 
avian authorities. All were excited to learn more about 
systematic bird surveying and how to contribute to BirdLife 
WA’s long-term monitoring work in the GWW. This year 
Dr Tegan Douglas from BirdLife Australia was once again 
leading the spring weekend course, ably assisted by 
Alasdair Bulloch, Chair of the GWW Committee and Peter 
White, experienced GWW bird surveyor.  

Once everyone had arrived at Credo Station and either 
settled into the snug accommodation or pitched their 
camping sites it was time to have a quick wander around 
as the sun was lowering towards the horizon. Bathed in 
the rich evening sunlight, keen eyes and ears were already 
spotting some homestead regulars, including Redthroat, 
Yellow-throated Miner, White-winged Fairy-wren and a 
lonely Black-fronted Dotterel on the dam. As the sun set, 
the group gathered outside for friendly introductions and a 
summary of the weekend’s activities from Tegan. This was 

followed by dinner and bed, ready for a semi-early start in 
the morning.  

As the sun rose over the homestead on Saturday morning, 
the kitchen was busy with people eating breakfast and 
preparing snacks to take into the field. Soon four vehicles 
were cruising towards the nearby Rowles Lagoon, our first 
survey destination. However, before we even reached the 
lagoon, much excitement was caused by the appearance 
of an Australian Bustard a few metres from the road. 
As this was a 'lifer' for someone in the lead vehicle (not 
mentioning any names) the convoy paused for some 
fantastic views of the massive bird taking off and flying 
a short distance – we were already off to a great start! 
After this unscheduled stop, we reached Rowles Lagoon 
and Tegan set us to our first task: warming up our bird 
ID brains with some quick sketches. The group dispersed 
around the lagoon edges and surrounding scrub, intent 
on our task to sketch at least ten species. Rough sketches 
accompanied by short notes on colours, shape, size and 
behaviour can make field ID much easier, allowing the 
mind to focus on key elements about a bird’s appearance 
before diving into an ID book. We spent a blissful couple 
of hours wandering the site, with some highlights including 
a nesting pair of Whistling Kite, a Wedge-tailed Eagle 

BirdLife WA Conservation Program, ctd
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flyby, and wonderful waterbirds such as Musk Duck, 
Australian Shelduck and Hoary-headed Grebe. The bushes 
were stuffed with calling birds, giving us a flurry of Zebra 
Finches and the opportunity to compare both Chestnut-
rumped and Inland Thornbills. A quick break for morning 
tea was accompanied by wonderful views of a pair of 
Striated Pardalotes preparing a nest hollow in the tree 
above our picnic spot.  

On our way back to the homestead for lunch we chanced 
another spot by a beautiful stand of mature Salmon 
Gums. The morning sunshine caused the red soil to glow 
in contrast to the varied vegetation, which was a classic 
example of the GWW open Salmon Gum and Gimlet 
woodland. We had our first views of Rufous Whistler for the 
trip and the chance to watch a loud group of Tree Martins 
squabbling over a nesting hollow. A quick return trip to the 
homestead allowed many to watch the resident Western 
Bowerbird flitting from tree-to-tree 100 m in front of the 
homestead. 

After lunch Tegan talked everyone through using the 
Birdata app on our mobile phones and the procedure for 
a standardised 20 minute – 2 ha area search survey. We 
then made our way in convoy to Corriding Rock, 22 km 
west of the Credo homestead. The drive demonstrated 
the quickly changing mosaic of vegetation types which is 
so typical of the GWW, and highlighted the impact mining 
exploration is having on the area. As we approached 
Corriding Rock it became apparent that the surrounding 
area had been severely burnt in the summer 2019-
20 bushfire season. The considerable size of this burnt 
area was discovered during subsequent surveys on the 
following day. Everyone had a quick look around the rock, 
some practising using a GPS unit to find the survey point 
and a lucky few catching glimpses of a Scarlet-chested 

Parrot. As the sun 
began to set, four 
teams made their 
way back to the 
homestead, each via 
a different survey 
point to conduct 
Birdata surveys 
(covering sites CS9, 
CS8, CS7 and CS6).  

A bright and early start on Sunday found the group 
heading northwards towards the TERN supersite, stopping 
on the way to survey some more points. These were 
mostly in mature Salmon Gum woodlands, offering a 
good selection of early bird activity, including heaps 
of honeyeaters (Yellow-plumed and White-fronted), 
plenty of Purple-crowned Lorikeets and an abundance of 
Weebills. Most of the group were rewarded with fantastic 
post-survey views of a foraging pair of Chestnut Quail-
thrush, that showed themselves very obligingly beside the 
Coolgardie North Road. The next stop was another set of 
four survey points, these ones located within the TERN 
supersite (CS18-21). This area yielded some great views 
of raptors, including a feeding Australian Hobby, low-flying 
Square-tailed Kite and a Brown Goshawk.  

After a well-earned morning tea break, we were once again 
heading off, this time further north-west to the spectacular 
Ullaring Rocks. Here was an opportunity for people to 
spend some time exploring the fascinating granite outcrop, 
have a peaceful picnic lunch and keep recording birds! A 
few hours resulted in some great observations, including 
Southern Scrub-robin, White-browed Babbler and an 
evasive Black Honeyeater. Many participants also enjoyed 
the plant and insect life around the rocks, in particular the 
unusual mallee Eucalyptus orbifolia and butterflies flitting 
around the flowering wattle trees. After lunch, four teams 
of four set off back towards the homestead, collecting a 
final set of Birdata survey points on the way. The journey 
back also resulted in a few final raptor sightings for the 
weekend, including  Little Eagle and Peregrine Falcon.  

The survey teams arrived back at the Credo Homestead 
as the sun was 
once again low 
on the horizon. 
Happy birders 
chattered over 
dinner preparations 
and then settled 
in to hear Tegan 
talk through some 
great raptor ID tips, 
which had everyone 
scribbling in their 
notebooks again. 
The weekend was 
rounded out by a 
thorough debrief 
chat, with our final 
recorded tally sitting 
at 69 bird species! 

We all had a 
fantastic weekend, 
not only enjoying 
the spectacular bird 
life but also the 
incredible beauty of 
the Great Western 
Woodlands in spring 
– what a privilege 
to be able to visit 
such a special place! Thanks to everyone who made this 
trip such an enjoyable event, hopefully see some of you 
on future trips to the Great Western Woodlands! Special 
thanks to Dr Tegan Douglas for her expertise, patience 
and enthusiasm in the face of a flock of over-excited bird 
nerds! 

Holly Kirk 

Black-fronted Dotterel. Photo by Keith Lightbody

Yellow-throated Miner. Photo by Keith 
Lightbody

Southern Scrub-robin. Photo by Keith Lightbody
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BLACK-COCKATOO BREEDING SURVEYS 
BirdLife breeding surveys have wrapped up for the current 
season. Some data are still coming in, but here is a 
summary of results to date:

• 787 nests checked once 
• 96 nests checked multiple times 
• 90 breeding attempts out of 243 artificial nests 

checked (37%) 
• 253 breeding attempts out of 640 natural nests 

checked (24%) 
• Overall, this equates to 28% of nests checked with 

breeding attempts 
• 60 sites visited 
• Approximately 2000 hours of field work. 
The standout sites were Cocanarup (where 54 breeding 
attempts were recorded from 180 hollows checked), East 
Borden (19 of 44), Moora (49 of 93), Mogumber (10 of 
23), and Lake Magenta (15 of 69). 2020 was another 
late breeding season, with most activity in the months 
November to January. Rick Dawson recorded 53 breeding 
attempts from 91 natural hollows and 61 breeding 
attempts from 69 artificial hollows at Coomallo (near 
Badgingarra). 

Four new sites were located in Lake Clifton, Boddington, 
Nyabing and Kalbarri. The Kalbarri survey was reported 
in the last edition of WABN (No. 176, p.6). Since then a 
second survey has been completed. Another nest was 
located with a nine week old chick. Unfortunately the 
chick in the first nest looked to be almost dead and was 
being attacked by ants. Nest failures seemed to be up on 
previous years at some sites, but the reasons for this are 
not certain.  

A new site was located in a reserve near Wongan Hills. This 
is the most easterly breeding record for BirdLife. 

In other news, satellite trackers have been attached by 
Murdoch University researchers to Carnaby’s at three 
sites: Coomallo, East Borden and Lake Magenta. The 
latter is very exciting, as it is a site where BirdLife have a 
Voluntary Management Agreement in place and have been 
surveying for many years. Birds have been tracked from 
this breeding site to Hopetoun, a journey of approximately 

100 km. 

BirdLife would like to thank all our tireless volunteers and 
all land owners who gave us access to their properties. 
As always, we couldn’t do it without you! Funding for this 
work was provided by The Australian Government and The 
Alcoa Foundation. 

Adam Peck | Black-Cockatoo Project Coordinator

ADOPT A COCKY NEST 
Adopt a Cocky Nest is a new initiative run by BirdLife WA 
in partnership with Hesperia, to provide artificial hollows 
for black-cockatoos in known breeding areas. The loss of 
natural nesting hollows has been a significant factor in 
the decline of all three southwest black-cockatoo species. 
Competition for remaining hollows with feral European 
honeybees and other species such as Galahs and corellas 
has further reduced the availability of suitable nesting 
hollows for black-cockatoos. Artificial hollows installed 
in known breeding locations with nearby food and water 
sources have previously been shown to provide successful 
replacements to lost natural hollows, especially for 
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos.  

Birdlife WA receives many inquiries from people in urban 
areas about installing artificial hollows on their properties 
to help black-cockatoos. While it’s great to see such 
enthusiasm and awareness among the community to do 
their bit for black-cockatoos, unfortunately urban areas 
such as metropolitan Perth are not appropriate areas to 
install artificial cocky nests. Many cocky tubes are occupied 
by competing species and if individuals do manage to 
breed in these locations, they are at greater risk of car 
strikes, raven attacks and other human interference.  

Through the Adopt a Cocky Nest project donors are 
able to purchase cockatoo nest tubes to be installed in 
areas where they are needed. We are asking for donations 
of $175 (half the cost of one nest) or $350 (full cost 
of one nest). This cost will cover the construction of a 
high-quality nest tube made by Carnaby’s Crusaders. 
BirdLife, with funding from project partner Hesperia, will 
select appropriate sites, facilitate the nest installation 
by experienced tree climber Dean Arthurell and conduct 
annual surveys to monitor the hollows. Donors who have 
contributed $175 or more will receive an email when the 
nest is installed, as well as an email once a year with the 
nest monitoring survey results (for at least three years). 

To donate and adopt a cocky nest go to https://cocky-
nests-2021.raisely.com/. 

This year we are aiming to install 24 cocky tubes in the 
Bindoon/Chittering/Bullsbrook area, which is known to be 
a popular breeding spot for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos. 
As well as donors we are also looking for landowners who 
have property in this area, and who would be interested in 
hosting one or more cocky nests. If this is you please fill 
out an Expression of Interest form at https://forms.gle/
BTNbDLmswJyK6wnb8. 

The ‘Adopt a Cocky Nest’ initiative wouldn’t be possible 
without our funding partner, Hesperia, which has 
subsidised the initiative by covering costs including nest 
installation and surveys that will help us successfully run 
the program. 

Merryn Pryor | WA Black-Cockatoo Project Officer

BirdLife WA Conservation Program, ctd

Two Peregrine Falcon chicks were seen in a natural 
Salmon Gum hollow near Lake King while using Cocky 
Cam to inspect Carnaby's nests. The adult was swooping 
us as we inspected the hollow. Photo by Merryn Pryor
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GREAT COCKY COUNT 2021 
After a hiatus last year due to Covid-19, the annual Great 
Cocky Count (GCC) will return for its 12th year on the 28th 
March. Registrations close/d on the 7th March. The Cocky 
team have been busy presenting GCC and black-cockatoo 
workshops around Perth and the southwest. We look 
forward to sharing the results of this year’s Great Cocky 
Count in subsequent WABN editions. 

To register, contact:
Great Cocky Count Coordinator, BirdLife Australia 
E greatcockycount@birdlife.org.au 
T 9287 2251 

Merryn Pryor
WA Black-Cockatoo Project Officer

FOREST RED-TAILED BLACK-
COCKATOO ROOST COUNT 
The GCC may have been cancelled last year thanks to 
Covid, but the annual Spring Forest Red-tailed Black-
Cockatoo Count went ahead in October. Started in 2018, 
the Spring count was introduced to monitor the activity 
and movements of Forest Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos 
(FRTBC) after large increases in numbers of the species 
were recorded on the Swan Coastal Plain in recent years. 

On the evening of the 18th October forty-five roost sites 
were surveyed across the Swan Coastal Plain (SCP) and 
in the Hills, with a total of 648 Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos 
counted. Similar to previous years, this year’s Spring 
count total was substantially lower than the totals from 
recent April Great Cocky Counts, demonstrating a seasonal 
redistribution of FRTBC away from coastal areas during 
the winter and spring months. The average count for all 
sites was 14, also well below the April Great Cocky Count 
average of 59 for the same sites over the last few years. 
The total count and average count were lower this year 
than the 2019 Spring count with 772 individuals counted 
last year with an average count of 21. Despite this the 
occupancy rate of roost sites was very similar in the 2019 
and 2020 spring counts at around 60%. 

Of the FRTBCs remaining in the area and counted this 
spring, a higher proportion (60%) were recorded on the 
SCP, where birds were recorded breeding and feeding on 
a broad variety of plant species. The average count of 
18 for SCP sites was also much higher than the average 
count of 11 recorded for sites surveyed in the Hills. Below 
is a table summarising the main findings of the October 

counts thus far. It is hoped that data from future years will 
help us better understand the recently detected seasonal 
movements of Forest Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos over the 
greater Perth region and surrounding areas. 

A total of 15 White-tailed Black-Cockatoos was also 
counted from four sites.  

A huge thank you to all the volunteers and land owners 
for their time and access to their properties. Our ongoing 
research and monitoring would not be possible without 
you. This work was funded by the Alcoa Foundation. 

Merryn Pryor | WA Black-Cockatoo Project Officer

WA PROGRAM UPDATE – WHAT WA 
BIRDLIFE STAFF HAVE BEEN UP 
TO IN 2020 
Despite the challenges of 2020, the BirdLife WA Program 
continued to grow thanks to the support of our grant 
funders, with two new staff coming on board late in the 
year.  

Merryn Pryor joined the 
black-cockatoo program and 
has hit the ground running, 
taking on the planning and 
coordination of the Great 
Cocky Count. The count is 
scheduled for the 28th of 
March so keep an eye out 
for upcoming workshops 
or even try out our new 
online training platform 
which will be available 
soon. Information will be 
posted through social media 
channels including e-News 
and Facebook.  

Our black-cockatoo 
program has continued to 
grow in strength with the 
continuation of our Alcoa Foundation partnership which 
has supported our citizen-science projects (GCC and Cocky 
Watch) and enabled us to work with communities, local 
landholders, local government and other organisations to 
plant 12 500 food plants for black-cockatoos across the 
southern Swan Coastal Plain. We have been so pleased 
with the community interest in giving something back 
to our black-cockatoos. With continued removal of pines 
and banksia woodland across the Perth-Peel region, 
revegetation is becoming increasingly important if the 
local population is to be sustained. BirdLife continues 
to advocate strongly for a stop to clearing of remaining 
banksia woodland and urgent food replacement with native 
species across the Gnangara pine plantation (where over 
70% of the Perth population have foraged and roosted in 
past years).  

In 2020 we also formed partnerships with five regional 
Natural Resource Management (NRM) groups as part of 
a federal government initiative to locate, monitor and 
improve breeding sites for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo 
across their breeding range. This is the start of a three-
year project and already BirdLife project coordinator, Adam 
Peck, and project partners have confirmed new breeding 
sites — the most exciting in the very north of the species’ 
range in Kalbarri.   

Helena Stokes is also new to our WA BirdLife Team having 

BirdLife WA Conservation Program, ctd

 Oct-18 Oct-19 Oct-20 Av 
Oct 

Count 

Av GCC 
2014 - 

2019 

Number of roost sites 
surveyed 

15 36 45 - - 

Average count 3 21 14 13 59 

hills 15 24 11 17 32 

plains 1 20 18 13 86 

No. sites occupied 
(Occupancy Rate (%)) 

3(20) 22(61) 27(60) - - 

hills 1(50) 10(63) 15(65) - - 

plains 2(15) 12(60) 12(55) - - 

Total number counted 43 772 648 - - 

Table 1: Summary of October and Great Cocky Count 
night roost counts near Perth for Forest Red-tailed Black-
Cockatoos.

Merryn Pryor. Photo by 
Janette Pryor



relocated from Victoria where she recently completed a 
PhD, to join recovery efforts for the critically endangered 
Western Ground Parrot. Helena is based in Albany, working 
closely with the South Coast Fauna Recovery Team 
within the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and 
Attractions (DBCA), the Friends of the Western Ground 
Parrot and the State recovery team for the species. We 
are pleased to have Helena on board and involved in such 
an exciting partnership dedicated to the conservation and 
recovery of this elusive species. More detail about the 
project will be provided in upcoming editions.

Dr Tegan Douglas coordinates our Lotterywest urban 
birds project in Perth and has been busy coordinating the 
monitoring of urban birds and training Perth residents to 
contribute to BirdLife’s Birds in Backyards program and 
conservation of urban birds. This is a great way for citizens 
to contribute to better understanding how our birds are 

faring in urban areas and how 
we can better support them. 
Tegan also worked closely 
with project partners the City 
of Cockburn and the City of 
Joondalup to plant thousands 
of local native plants to 
showcase the types of habitat 
needed for our urban birds. 
These initiatives will continue 
into 2021. 

The past spring and 
summer has been a very 
busy time for our wetland 
and shorebird project 
coordinators, Plaxy Barratt 
and Dr Jeremy Ringma, who 
have been busy coordinating 
monitoring programs for the 
endangered Australasian 
Bittern and resident and 
migratory shorebirds. Plaxy 
has been working closely 

with DBCA, local landholders and volunteers to monitor 
many breeding wetlands of Australasian Bittern across 
the south-west using acoustic recording devices and by 
carrying out listening surveys. An incredible breeding site 
was confirmed within a wetland complex extending across 
private and public land on the south coast with up to six 
calling males. Other private wetlands have been fenced 
as part of the project to protect bittern habitat from stock 
damage. This was possible with the support of the State 
NRM Office. 

Jeremy has been supporting our amazing shorebird 
counters this past spring/summer with training workshops 
across the state. Additionally, with the assistance of 
project partner Peel Harvey Catchment Council (PHCC) 
and the dedication of several local mentors in the Peel 
region, Jeremy also successfully designed and coordinated 
a mentor program that ran over several months and led to 
the participants successfully conducting shorebird counts 
across the important Peel-Yalgorup Ramsar site during the 
annual shorebird census. This data is used to track trends 
in shorebird populations and identify changes or threats to 
important shorebird sites.  

Thanks to our project funders, partners, supporters and 
volunteers for your continued support of our programs. 
Our projects would not be possible without the grants 
we receive, the dedication of staff and the invaluable 
contribution of many people.   

Projects and conservation work in WA are presently 
supported by the State NRM office, Alcoa Foundation, 
Lotterywest, South Coast NRM and the federal Department 
of Agriculture, Water and the Environment.   

Dr Vicki Stokes 
WA Program Manager

BirdLife WA Conservation Program, ctd

Helena Stokes in the field 
setting up recording units to 
confirm presence of Western 
Ground Parrot. Photo by 
Raoul Ribot
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BirdLife WA Reports
CHAIR’S REPORT 
This is the first quarterly report for the year but the last 
for me after three years in the role of Chair. At the time of 
writing, we have re-entered lockdown which we all hope 
will be effective quickly. The pandemic has affected most 
birding and bird conservation member activities in some 
ways, especially during lockdown, but has not deterred 
passionate interest. Conversely, it seems to have boosted 
attendance and volunteer commitment across the branch. 

There are two distinct areas of member interest that 
characterise recent times. The first is bird photography. 
While not new, both interest and competency are high. 
How many people have bought the gadgets then got 
hooked on birding by getting great results from such 
beautiful, accessible subjects? 

The second is social media. It is a great way to get started 
with a sense of anonymity seeking an ID for an unknown 
bird, or just confirmation. There are many well informed 
who offer advice vigorously in sometimes auto-correcting 
chats. The combination of photography and social media 
is clearly meeting a social need for birding interest and is 
to be encouraged.

Not all with new birding interest are BirdLife members. 
They don’t need to be. However, BWA is taking a range 
of new initiatives to engage their interest in the branch. 
These are in addition to the very effective presentations, 
excursions and other activities for which the branch is 
well known. We have commenced a series of induction 
meetings followed by an excursion for new members. This 
will be followed up with options for new members to learn 
their birds through ID courses. We are also arranging 
birding for those less able in our community. 

We have a great Executive Committee made up of 
experienced, innovative and committed members, to 
lead the branch. Some have come and gone over the 
past three years but it is enjoyable to be a part of the 
team-like approach. Similarly, the volunteer committees 
and regional groups, reporting through the EC are well 
organised and effective, working quietly through their 
roles but providing activities or information for members 
and towards bird conservation outcomes. 

There are some critical issues ahead for the branch to 
consider. One of these is the urgent need to address the 
imminent food gap for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos with 
the removal of the Gnangara pines. We have no issue 
with pine harvesting, but have serious concern about 
the needless delays in the large-scale revegetation effort 
that is required. Some community and government 
revegetation has been publicised, but the scale needs to 
be ramped up to 1000 ha a year for ten years starting 
in 2022. Modelling shows a high risk to the regional 
population if the gap is not closed. 

Another concern is the proposed 6700 ha expansion 
of bauxite mining in the Northern Jarrah Forest. We 
all understand the social and economic benefits of this 
industry but the potential impact on birds, and other 
environmental values is huge. Again, black-cockatoos are 
most vulnerable despite some efforts to protect isolated 
breeding trees. State Agreement Acts for mining are for 
another 50 years so the potential impacts are not confined 
to this proposal. We ask what do we value in our public 
forests where mining is proposed? Western Australian 
values have shifted significantly towards conservation, 
especially for birds, since these Acts were formed 50 
years ago. 

And then there is bushfire risk. Of all the commentary 

about controlled burning, risk mitigation and fire 
response, we ask what is best for birds. EC members are 
forming an evidence-based position statement to address 
this question. Taking a drying climate into account, it is 
not easy to determine what is best. What we are finding 
is that there is an ecological need for very long-term 
unburnt areas. How, and where should these be located? 

Considering again the drying climate, EC has expressed 
concern about retaining water resources for birds. This 
was raised as an issue on the south coast last year. While 
heavy rain broke the local drought, our concern led to 
appointment of an expert-interest EC member (Dr Don 
McFarlane) who consulted with many across the region 
resulting in organisations, including South Coast NRM, 
arranging a waterways and wetlands symposium during 
this year. It is in this way that BWA EC can be most 
effective. 

Being located in WA, well away from the administrative 
epicentre of BirdLife in Melbourne, continuously alerts us 
to the need for cooperative activities within the branch. 
There is a lot going on, considering the range of staff-led 
WA Program projects and volunteer initiatives. BWA EC 
does not seek to control but provides a coordinating role 
to increase the effectiveness of our limited capacity to 
function in these activities. It has often been shown that 
it is a rare person who performs better as an individual 
than in a team. I encourage all with involvement to 
ensure you are communicating and consulting within 
the branch, engaging others to share your interest and 
enabling others to take on roles, including yours, should 
your interest or availability change. The branch is about 
encouraging interest and outcomes for the birds. 

Your efforts are appreciated. 

Viv Read, Chair, BirdLife WA 

Great Egret. Photo by David Free
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Karroun Hill BWA Campout and 
Introduction to Surveying, 26 - 28 
September 
A small group of seven people ventured out on the Queen’s 
Birthday long weekend. The purpose was to acquaint 
people with part of the GWW and to introduce them to 
the bird survey methods used. As a bonus, five sites were 
subject to a 2 ha 20 minute survey. Area searches and 
incidental sightings were also recorded.  

We also visited Billiburning Rock, 10 km south of the GWW. 
Up to 12 Australian Bustards were seen in a paddock on 
the way. Although it was a hot afternoon and there were 
a number of campers in the reserve we saw many birds in 
the bush around the rock, including Mulga Parrot. 

I was informed by our Agricultural Department contact that 
a road paralleled the track along the Vermin Proof fence, 
providing better access when travelling from one side of 
Karroun Hill reserve to the other. It was not shown on my 
map, and we did not have time to check it out but it would 
be well worth keeping it in mind. 

There is a Telstra tower on Bimbijy road at the wheat bin 
where the sealed road ends. I had reception to within 10 
km south of the fence, but most importantly I also had it 
in the little parking area on top of Mt Churchman, about 20 
km north of the fence. We had camped at the start of the 
track to Mt Churchman and one of our party had reception 
there in his rooftop camper! 

Maris Lauva 

Community threads: connecting art and 
culture to raise awareness of Boordenitj, 
the Australasian Bittern 
The endangered Australasian Bittern (Botaurus 
poiciloptilus), or Boordenitj, is an iconic but rarely seen 
waterbird in the south-west of Western Australia, famed for 
its far-carrying, eerie booming call. Esperance Tjaltjraak 
Native Title Aboriginal Corporation (ETNTAC/Tjaltjraak 
Rangers) and Esperance Community Arts (ECA) recently 
highlighted the plight of this cryptic wetland heron through 
an immersive ‘Flowers and Feathers Community Sculpture 
Project’ for the 2020 Esperance Wildflower Festival. 
Featuring two giant bitterns, the sculptures were paired 
with an evocative soundscape of frog, wetland bird, and 
bittern calls. A speaker embedded within the male bittern, 
standing upright amongst the reeds, emitted a deep and 
resonant ‘BOOM’. This mysterious call led to the colonialist 
and Aboriginal myth of the Bunyip, hence the other name 
of Boordenitj, the Bunyip Bird.  

The bittern sculptures were the inspiration of Nyungar 
artist and Tjaltjraak Ranger, Jennell Reynolds (ETNTAC and 
ECA), and were crafted by artists Mylene van Heijster and 
Naomi Stanitzki with assistance from Melodie Reynolds-
Diarra, Jennell, and many community volunteers. The 
artists constructed a male bittern, standing tall with its bill 
pointed skyward to blend with its reedbed habitat, and a 
female bird, crouching protectively over her eggs and nest.  

Perth-based ecological artist, Perdita Phillips, created the 
atmospheric soundscape using the booming calls of local 
bitterns from a bittern stronghold in the Cape Le Grand 
area, east of Esperance. These calls had been recorded as 
part of BirdLife Australia’s WA Bittern Project (supported 
by the State Natural Resource Management Office) 
which is actively collecting information on Australasian 
Bittern throughout the state’s south-west. The project, 

run in collaboration with the Department of Biodiversity, 
Conservation and Attractions (DBCA), aims to better 
understand the distribution, ecology, and movements 
across the landscape of the endangered WA population of 
Australasian Bittern. With an improved knowledge of the 
bird’s ecological requirements, the aim is to implement 
focussed conservation measures. 

As always with such a project, it is important to work 
with the local communities, so it was encouraging to 
see the Esperance community so enthusiastically take 
up the challenge to promote bittern conservation, within 
the ‘Flowers and Feathers’ festival theme. The theme 
highlighted the ecological relationship between birds and 
plants, including flowers, grasses, reeds, and trees of local 
wetlands and wet heathlands. Thanks to the Esperance 
Wildflower Society, a stunning, large collection of these 
plants was presented at the festival, giving visitors and 
the community alike, the opportunity to appreciate the 
diversity of this significant regional flora. 

In mid-2020, Plaxy Barratt (BirdLife WA) and Sarah Comer 
(DBCA) held a two-day bittern monitoring workshop with 
the Tjaltjraak rangers on their land. The idea for the giant 
bittern sculptures was born from a visit to a couple of 
bittern wetlands; walking back to the vehicles after a dusk 
listening survey, they discussed the possibility of a bittern-
themed art project. By the next morning, Jennell had 
‘hatched’ an inspired plan for the giant ‘booming’ bittern 
sculpture complete with built-in speakers!  

Jennell realised “Not many people know of the bittern; we 
need to protect them and their wetlands too – it’s about 
more than just the bittern, it’s the ecosystem they live 
in”. She says “I wanted to bring awareness to the bird as 
well as caring for country. This small pocket here in the 
south-west, out on country, on Tjaltjraak land, can help 
protect bitterns. If we can care for country by checking 
water quality and eradicating feral animals and weeds 
in one small area, it adds to the bigger picture of saving 
endangered species”. 

Jennell, Milly and Naomi were planning the Esperance 
Community Arts 2020 community sculpture project at the 
time and the perfect synergy emerged. Local textile artist 
Mylene (Milly) van Heijster helped to coordinate the design 
and build of the bittern sculptures. Arriving from Holland 
fifteen years ago, Milly had been looking for a way to 
practice her art, having previously taught screen printing 
at university and enjoyed gold and silver smithing. She 
had created several artworks for the wildflower festival 
previously, and knew this would be a great opportunity 
for a community sculpture project. Although she didn’t 
immediately recognise Australasian Bittern by name, 
a quick Google search revealed it to be very similar to 
‘Roerdomp’ or Eurasian Bittern (Botaurus stellaris) that 
Milly knew from her childhood back in Holland! 

Milly recalled that in the ‘70s and ‘80s in Holland, it was 
very popular for youth groups and school kids to craft 
wooden ‘Roerdomp’ sculptures, lightly burning the wood to 
bring out the patterns similar to the bird’s cryptic plumage. 
She laughed and said, “ten years later these statues were 
at every garage sale you went to!” “It was great to work 
on a project that was significant to me personally as the 
species had these links to childhood memories for me”. 

“The sculptures are made of a wire and cane frame, 
covered with papier-mâché and strips of different fabrics 
in the pattern of a bittern’s mottled plumage”. Milly said 
the sculptures took Naomi Stanitzki and herself about two 
months to create from scratch to finish. They also ran five 
community workshops. “We didn’t have much time from 
when the IGO sponsorship was confirmed, but we had 
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assistance from about 30 members of the community 
who helped make the 650 reeds from recycled textiles. 
Textile art highlights how fabrics can be used again 
instead of being thrown into landfill – you can give them 
another life”. 
Milly said they consciously built the bitterns large, so 
that you had to look the bittern in the eye – it was 
right there looking at you! Jennell then noted that they 
wanted to show what Australasian Bittern looks like 
naturally in its habitat, not just when alarmed, so they 
also built a second bittern, a female bird sitting on eggs 
at the nest. She happily added that the kids loved this 
nesting female – “Kids are always fascinated with babies 
and young animals and the sculpture is down low at 
their eye level.” 
When asked how she thought art could play a role in 
conservation, Milly replied “Everyone has different ways 
to express things that others might not have thought 
of. It sheds a light on how people see and shape things 
differently, so you appreciate the opinion of others. If 
people put a lot of time and energy into something it 
showcases how close to their heart it is, and others may 
then see that thing differently”. Jennell says, “it’s good 
knowing more about this bird and how important the area 
is, and how much flora and fauna we have to look after 
and preserve for the next generation.” 

Jane Mulcock, the Executive Officer at Esperance 
Community Arts and the festival coordinator, estimates 
about three thousand people attended the wildflower 
festival. “There was a lot of very positive informal feedback 
and through our online survey about the bittern sculptures 
and soundscape. A number of people had not heard of the 
bitterns, so the sculpture project made them aware of this 
locally threatened species”. The project fitted perfectly 
within Esperance Community Arts ethos, showcasing 
local stories and community partnerships, upcycling 
waste materials and creating opportunities for community 
members to be part of a creative collaboration with 
educational outcomes for the wider public. 

Once widespread in the south-west, Australasian Bitterns 
are increasingly threatened by a loss of wetland habitat, 
decline in water quality, predation by feral pests, climate 
change, and the associated drying of wetlands.  
Bitterns have very specific habitat requirements; thus, 
their presence is indicative of healthy wetlands. They 
can act as a ‘flagship species’ for many other plants and 
animals because protecting and managing a wetland 
for bitterns ensures the health of the entire wetland 
ecosystem.  
Robyn Cail, the Healthy Country Plan Coordinator with the 
Tjaltjraak Rangers, works closely with various stakeholders 
to support the rangers to manage and protect bitterns 
and wetlands on country. South Coast Natural Resource 
Management (SCNRM) is supporting BirdLife Australia 
to monitor several south coast wetlands for Australasian 

Bitterns, in collaboration with the 
rangers and DBCA. The work includes 
monitoring bitterns using Automated 
Recording Units (ARUs) and training 
for the Tjaltjraak Rangers, including 
visiting sites on country, programming 
and maintaining ARUs, and checking 
wetlands for signs of bitterns. DBCA 
are also supporting the rangers with 
fox baiting at Cape Le Grand. 

Flowers and Feathers Community Sculpture Project at the 
Esperance Wildflower Festival depicting a female Australasian 
Bittern on eggs.  
Lead Artists Mylene van Heijster and Naomi Stanitzki 
assisted by Melodie Reynolds-Diarra and Jennell Reynolds. 
Soundscape created by Perdita Phillips using recordings from 
BirdLife WA.
Photo by Plaxy Barratt 

Robyn Cail and Tjaltjraak Rangers 
learning to maintain a solar-powered 
Autonomous Recording Unit (ARU) 
with BirdLife WA at Big Boom 
Swamp, September 2020.  

(L to R) Robyn Cail, Jennell 
Reynolds, Donna Bullen, Reece 
Whitby and Nicky Whitby. 

Insert: An Autonomous Recording 
Unit (ARU) programmed to record 
at particular times to monitor 
Australasian Bittern calls.

Photos by Plaxy Barratt 
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Jennell says, “Our cultural obligation has always been to 
care for country like our ancestors before us – it’s instilled 
in us as Aboriginal people. It’s something I’ve felt we’ve 
always had to do. With the Tjaltjraak Ranger program we 
have an opportunity to do this more efficiently with the 
help of technology and with support from other groups, 
too.” 
“If youth or our young adults are disconnected within 
the community, we tend to take them out on country 
– go out bush to heal – it’s a healing for us. We have a 
spiritual connection to country– to the land, plants and 
animals. Everything is connected so we should educate 
the community on having a holistic approach to how we go 
about protecting the bittern.” 
BirdLife WA and DBCA are thrilled to see the Tjaltjraak 
and Esperance community embrace the Bunyip Bird. It’s 
exciting to see the Tjaltjraak Rangers’ passion for caring 
for country, and with ongoing support from BirdLife, DBCA 

and SCNRM, it is hoped the rangers will be in a position to 
take on the monitoring of bitterns on native title land. 
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Obituary
Dr Stephen J. J. F. Davies 

26th April 1935 to 29th October 2020 
The name Stephen Davies might not be familiar to all members of BirdLife WA today, but he should be known to anyone 
with an interest in the past and future of our organisation. His name is there as one of the longest-serving Chairs, 
through much of the 1980s, but he was so much more than that. In many ways, he laid the foundation for the BWA we 
know today and was also instrumental in guiding the national organisation through the 1970s and early 1980s when it 
matured from an obscure institution to a powerful force for conservation. He was a scientist of great renown, someone 
who got things done, a mentor for many of the current crop of scientists (young and perhaps not so young!), a lay 
preacher, a breeder of a rare breed of sheep; and a friend. A true Renaissance Man. 

Born in Kings’ Cross, Sydney, Stephen often appeared 
pleased with his origins in a somewhat dubious suburb that 
was in such contrast with his patient and cultured manner. 
He spent his early years on Thursday Island in the Torres 
Strait where his father, also Stephen Davies, was Bishop 
of Carpentaria. His father’s ministry covered the Northern 
Territory, northern Queensland and the islands of the strait, 
but the diocescan cathedral was on Thursday Island, so 
that was his first home. The threat of a Japanese invasion 
forced the family to return to Australia, where he boarded 
at the King’s School in Parramatta (and for a year The 
Elms School, Colwell, in England), and early on showed a 
keen interest in natural history, particularly ornithology. In 
recognition of his abilities, in 1952 King’s School awarded 
him a scholarship to attend Cambridge University, and 
a young Stephen, with an honours degree in Zoology, 
returned to Australia in 1956 to take up a position with the 
CSIRO Wildlife Survey Section as an Experimental Officer 
in the legendary Harry Frith’s waterbird group.  

Aged in his early 20s, Stephen was sent out, largely by 
himself, to research the impact of Magpie Geese on the 
fledgling rice-growing industry of the Northern Territory. 
It was the sort of field ecological study that was to be 
his lifelong passion. Over 30 years later, he joined us in 
the BirdLife Australia study into waterbirds of the great 
river floodplains of the Northern Territory, and around 
the campfire he happily regaled us with stories of wading 
through swamps in search of goose nests, and learning 
about their complex mating system and the link between 
rainfall, rising water levels and breeding. When we asked 
the obvious question about crocodiles, he commented 
that he never saw one. In the 1950s the reptiles had been 
hunted almost to extinction; it took some effort on our part 
to convince Stephen that it was no longer safe to stride off 

into the wetlands to look for birds. He only truly believed 
us on the second or third morning, when a four metre 
reptile cruised past the sandy spit where we had stood the 
previous day.  

Two years into his time with the CSIRO, Stephen moved 
to the WA offices, based first at the University of Western 
Australia and later in Helena Valley. He also made the 
move from Magpie Goose to Emu and White-tailed (later 
Carnaby’s and Baudin’s) Black-Cockatoo, although he ever 
lost his fondness for the geese and many will remember 
the captive but free-flying colony that he established 
around his eventual home (Waters Upton) in Mt Helena. 
It was the Emu research for which many will remember 
Stephen; and more than a few people commented on 
the resemblance of the tall, gangly man with unruly, 
professorial hair and wild eyebrows to his favourite 
research subject. 

Research into Emus was interrupted in the first few 
years when the CSIRO sponsored Stephen to return to 
Cambridge University to complete his Ph.D. Emus and 
Magpie Geese being in short supply in England in 1961, his 
doctoral thesis was on behaviour in Barbary Doves. While 
in England, he participated in an expedition to the north 
of Finland, and while he often spoke of this trip in terms 
of the adventure of going to a remote area under arduous 
conditions, its true value can be seen in the precise records 
kept by the young scientist. 

While in Cambridge he also found time to take up 
Morris dancing and to marry Wendy Adams, a biology 
undergraduate, although the story goes that he had 
arranged for her passage to Australia before he had 
proposed to her.  
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Upon his return to Australia in 1964, Stephen resumed his 
research into Emus and black-cockatoos, with the latter 
being handed on to Denis Saunders, allowing Stephen to 
focus on the former. The Emu research occurred largely on 
Mileura Station in the Murchison, where the Walsh family 
gave Stephen almost free rein. His aim was to understand 
the ecology of the Emu in the often harsh environment of 
inland WA, and in addition to a list of scientific papers and 
a book (Ratites and Tinamous of the World), it resulted 
in a board game which models the breeding success and 
patterns of movements of Emus in response to drought 
and rain. For many years Stephen used this game to teach 
university students about how Australian ecosystems work.  

Emu research gave Stephen the opportunity to trial 
many and varied research techniques, and to investigate 
other aspects of the ecology of the arid pastoral country 
that occupies so much of Australia, and so much of the 
Australian psyche. He studied other birds, he delved into 
caves to study bats, and he even marked individual Mulga 
trees to see what became of them over time. In 1990, 
we participated in a study to revisit his marked Mulgas 
and found as we looked through photographs taken in the 
mid-1960s, many of which featured Stephen as well as a 
tree, that neither the tree nor the man had changed much 
in appearance. This said a lot about both, and resulted in 
a publication that noted the longevity of individual Mulga 
trees.

Some of Stephen’s methods to study his beloved Emus 
were truly innovative. He scattered marbles around water 
troughs in the hope that the birds, notorious for eating 
anything, would swallow them. His plan was then to 
search out Emu droppings far and wide and check them 
for marbles as a way of measuring the movement of the 
birds. He learnt more about the interests of the station 
hands, who collected the marbles to pay doogs. He also 
interacted with station hands when he devised a system 
whereby Emus would mark themselves with a stripe of 
paint as they came to a water trough to drink; it was a 
station hand who set off the trigger. More success was had 
with banding Emus, but for that Stephen had to design 
his own super-sized bird bands, as the national banding 
scheme had nothing suitable, and in keeping with his 
persona they were the only bird bands ever to have ‘please 
return’ followed by an address, rather than a simple (and 
to Stephen unnecessarily abrupt) ‘return’. Catching Emus 
was another story and in some cases involved perching 
on the bonnet of a short wheel-base Land Rover driven at 
high speed through the scrub, trying to drop a noose on 
the end of a long pole over the neck of a running Emu. It 
was a time when scientists could take risks in pursuit of 
their career, in a way that is now allowed only of sports 
people. Surprisingly, no-one was badly hurt in the process. 
It wasn’t very efficient, however, and the final (and 
successful) method involved pursuing the Emus in the 4WD 
and shooting the running birds with a tranquilizer dart.  

Through this research period in the late 1960s, with long 
periods of time away from home but a growing family 
(eventually four daughters), Stephen began to develop an 
interest in ornithology outside scientific institutions and 
universities; and so began his association with BirdLife 
Australia. Then, it was known as the Royal Australasian 
Ornithologists Union (RAOU) and consisted of both 
professional and non-professional ornithologists. He liked 
to remark, with that dry and whimsical sense of humour 
that he had, that it was probably the only organisation with 
a name that began with Royal and ended in Union.  

Stephen became Director of CSIRO Wildlife Research in 
WA in 1969, a position he held until his retirement from 
the CSIRO in 1983, a retirement driven by his increasing 

disenchantment with the management of the government 
organisation, but he went from that position to become 
the inaugural director of the RAOU. It was not so much a 
retirement as a change in emphasis to where he thought 
he could do more good. In his period as director, he either 
drove his aging and distinctive BMW across the Nullarbor, 
or took the 30-hour bus journey, because the organisation 
couldn’t afford the air fare. He alternated between WA 
and Melbourne and, when in Melbourne, slept on a camp 
stretcher in his office in the headquarters in an old house 
in Moonee Ponds. All to save money. On visits to the 
Melbourne office, we were among the young researchers 
who slept between the rows of shelves in the library.  

He had been increasingly involved with the RAOU and the 
broader ornithological community from the late 1960s 
when he saw the value in observations from ‘amateurs’. 
That was a radical step for a scientist at a time when the 
people who now use the term ‘citizen science’ had not even 
been born. In 1970, the annual campout of the RAOU was 
held at Wanjarri station, in WA’s Goldfields, and Stephen 
was instrumental in making it happen successfully. He 
organised participants to undertake bird surveys and, 

importantly, published the results. In 1974, the first 
International Ornithological Congress to be held in the 
southern hemisphere took place in Canberra, and Stephen 
was a key part of the organising committee. His skills 
came to the fore when a transport strike led him to charter 
flights to ensure participants actually got to Canberra, and 
he convened an international symposium on “Breeding of 
Birds in Southern Continents”. This was at a time when 
birds in the southern hemisphere were seen as poor 
cousins to those of the northern hemisphere, but when 
the first inklings of remarkably complex ecology, such as 
cooperative breeding, were being discovered.  

While still with the CSIRO, Stephen was President of the 
RAOU from 1975 to 1978, a period when the first Atlas 
of Australian Birds was set in motion. It has gone on 
to become Birdata, arguably one of the key biological 
databases on the planet with its emphasis not just on 
location records, which are easy and not all that useful, but 
on repeat measures of abundance which allow us to detect 
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Stephen with friends mid-1990s. Photo courtesy Davies 
family
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change. It was Stephen who commented to us, sometime 
in the mid-1980s, that climate change would be something 
to watch, and how can you study the effects of something 
like that if you can’t detect change in animal populations?  

Despite or perhaps because of his level of involvement with 
the RAOU on a national level, Stephen was also deeply 
involved with the WA branch of the organisation. He was 
Chair from 1971 to 1984, and in that period he moved the 
group forward, first using the Atlas as a sort of ‘rallying 
cry’ and then, in 1981, helping to arrange funds to appoint 
Roger Jaensch to run the South-West Waterbird Project. 
This gave the WA group a project, an office and an RAOU 
employee based in Perth. WA Bird Notes, although dating 
back to the 1940s, blossomed and the office soon moved 
from Roger’s spare room to offices in Canning Bridge, and 
then to Perry House. We have never looked back. 

The national organisation also thrived under Stephen’s 
directorship from 1984 to 1988. The massive undertaking 
of HANZAB (the Handbook of Australian, New Zealand 
and Antarctic Birds) was initiated, the organisation gained 
respect in both science and conservation with the motto 
‘conservation through knowledge’, and a plethora of 
projects took wing from systematic surveys of shorebirds 
which was to become Shorebirds 2020 to conservation 
projects targeting threatened species. The membership 
grew, and Stephen often paraphrased from John F. 
Kennedy, saying ‘ask not what the RAOU can do for you; 
ask what you can do for the RAOU’. To him, the RAOU 
meant the birds. 

Stepping back from the RAOU in the late 1980s, he 
stepped into a passion of his: teaching and giving 
opportunities to young scientists. He had lectured 
and supervised students at the University of WA for 
many years, and in the late 1980s was given Adjunct 
Professorships at Murdoch and Curtin Universities. He 
put these to good effect, lecturing, leading field trips 
and encouraging other academics to bring groups of 
students to his farm at Kokeby, about 100 km east of 
Perth, to study everything from soils to plants and wildlife. 
He regularly organised bird-banding weekends at his 
property and was happy to demonstrate his cooking skills, 
learnt during a period of national service. The stew with 
dumplings was excellent, the porridge with salt was not. 
He returned to Mileura with students year after year, and 
when the stone hut at Ejah burnt down, with a team of 

students he rebuilt it. Quietly and patiently, as was his 
want. He noticed students who had what it might take, and 
encouraged them to get involved in projects as volunteers 
to start their careers, and on many occasions found them 
jobs. He was a supervisor for Honours and Ph.D. projects 
for many, and a mentor for many more. Many of us found 
ourselves doing things we would never have contemplated 
attempting just because Stephen somehow made 
circumstances happen. 

Projects in which Stephen played a key role are legend 
and central to the development of ornithology and science-
based conservation in Australia. In addition to such 
milestones as the Atlas and HANZAB, he helped establish 
Eyre Bird Observatory, leading the early working parties 
that repaired the old building in the mid-1970s. He was 
president of the Gould League of WA and was instrumental 
in settling them into the magnificently located Herdsman 
Lake Wildlife Centre, he was a Trustee of WWF, a supporter 
of Malleefowl research groups, he was a guiding force 
behind the Capel Wetlands Centre, and he was part of a 
network that maintained a captive population of the Woylie 
while the species declined in the wild. He was also Chair 
of more committees than you could poke a stick at. And 
when not being a scientist, he maintained a pedigree line 
of Shropshire Sheep, hand-shorn and shown (with regular 
awards) at the Perth Royal Show for half a century. In 
2019, the Royal Agricultural Society established in his 
honour the Stephen Davies award for ‘Overall Champion 
British Breed Sheep’, and he was there to see the inaugural 
medal awarded. Happily, one of his grand-daughters is 
looking to continue with the ‘Shroppies’.  

Stephen had awards but did not seek them: an honorary 
doctorate from Cambridge, a finalist for Senior Australian 
of the Year, he was a Fellow of BirdLife Australia, he 
had awards for publications; but his greatest award was 
probably the reward he felt in witnessing the achievements 
and successes of his many proteges.  

Through all this great career, Stephen was also a 
lay preacher in the Anglican Parish of Mundaring, a 
husband, father, grandfather and great grandfather. He 
is survived by Wendy, their daughters Elizabeth Read, 
Marion Seymour, Frances Davies and Sarah Weiss, 10 
grandchildren and one great-grand-daughter. 

Mike and Mandy Bamford 
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Pelican Point, a Swan Estuary Reserve; Profile: Swan Estuary Rreserves Action Group, page 33. Photo by Tim Graham-Taylor
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BirdLife Australia (2020), Ethical Birdwatching 
guidelines factsheet summary

WA Regional Groups
CAPE TO CAPE BIRD GROUP
All excursions are advertised in the Cape to Cape Bird 
Group Newsletter (see publications on BirdLife WA 
website), may be advertised on BirdLife WA E-news and 
are for BirdLife Australia members, supporters and the 
general public. If you wish to be on the newsletter mailing 
list and/or monthly seabird charter list, contact Christine 
Wilder cwilderone@yahoo.com.au 

EXCURSION REPORT, CREEKVIEW RESERVE, 
QUINDALUP, 28 SEPTEMBER 
Many thanks to Vikki Viela and the Toby Inlet Catchment 
Group (TIC) for inviting us to complete our first bird survey 
in the Creekview Reserve. The day dawned rather cool 
and cloudy but by the time the fourteen participants had 
assembled at 9:00 am the weather was fairly bright and 
sunny. The reserve consisted of Jarrah woodland and a re-
vegetated gravel pit. Birds proved rather scarce initially, 
but as the morning progressed, we managed to see 19 
species. A highlight for Jill and me was a party of Weebills, 
all of which were calling loudly. We were shown a possible 
nesting hollow of a pair of Regent Parrot by Robert, but 
unfortunately the birds were a ‘no show’. Back at the car 
park for morning tea, a second highlight was a Square-
tailed Kite skimming the tree tops. 

Roger Cornes 

At the conclusion of the excursion, Jill and Roger Cornes 
invited us to visit their breathtaking Yallingup garden, 
where 84 bird species have been recorded in it or flying 
overhead, over a period of nine years. When walking round 
their garden, we were looking at what we thought was a 
bird of prey way up in a thermal, when a White-bellied 
Sea-Eagle then flew into view, only the fourth sighting of 
this species there. A brilliant end to a fabulous morning. 

BIRDBLITZ THE BLACKWOOD 2020, AUGUSTA 
RIVER TOURS, 24 OCTOBER 
The weather was perfect with no breeze at all and once 
again Graham Challis conducted a fantastic Birdblitz up the 
Blackwood River to ‘the sticks’ and the river mouth. It was 
the annual Molloy black bream fishing competition so there 
were small boats everywhere, but they didn’t seem to 
disturb the birds too much. We blitzed a record number of 
Black Swans (1313) and there were probably many more 
swans that we didn’t count – way off in the distance. Only 
one duck on the water – a Musk Duck – but Pacific Black 
Ducks were seen at the jetty. Near Lion Island there was 
a shorebird on the river’s edge, possibly a godwit, but too 
far away to be identified. This was the only long-distance 
wader seen. The water level was quite high when we 
departed, but as we neared ‘the sticks’, sand bars began 
to appear. Twenty-two Australian Pied Oystercatchers, 19 

The welfare of birds always comes first
• Do not stress birds or expose them to danger (e.g. through flushing)
• Minimize the use and impact of spotlighting and call playback especially during nesting season and for threatened 

birds. We discourage the use of call playback but if used do not exceed three 30 sec bouts in 5 min total at any one 
site.

• In bird photography, avoid lingering around nests or core territories, favourite feeding or drinking sites and limit the 
use of flashes

• Avoid handling birds (except in cases of extreme cause e.g. injured bird in danger)
• Help bird conservation by recording observations and standardised surveys. Make sure you keep sensitive data safe 

by using birdata.birdlife.org.au. If you use ebird.org, protect sensitive species by going online and choosing ‘Hide 
Checklist’ for threatened birds etc.

• When providing food or water for native birds ensure this is done safely and appropriately for the birds. Artificial 
feeding cannot replace habitat protection. Care for the bird’s habitat

• Stay on roads, trails, and paths where they exist, especially in National parks, reserves and Key Biodiversity Areas 
(KBAs) birdlife.org.au/KBA

• Do not litter; rather pick up litter in bird habitat to inspire others to care
• Keep habitat disturbance and modification to a minimum
• Apply the same care to other fauna and flora as you do to birds. Respect the law and the rights of others
• Do not enter private property or Indigenous lands without explicit permission
• Follow all laws, rules, and regulations governing use of roads and public areas.
• Be an advocate for bird conservation and birding
• Lead by example and know your audience – encourage others in ethical birding
• Share your knowledge and love for birds to inspire their conservation
• Engage and support local communities and get involved in conservation
• Support BirdLife Australia http://birdlife.org.au/support-us/join-us/

This guidance is for birders, BirdLife activities, research and tour operators. It has been prepared by BirdLife Australia, 
National Office and is available at: https://www.birdlife.org.au/documents/POL-Ethical-Birding-Guidelines.pdf
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Yellow-billed Spoonbills and a single Great Cormorant was 
seen perched on a stick, but no grebes whatsoever and 
not one bird of prey. Thank you to Graham for providing a 
comfortable and enjoyable morning on the glorious Hardy 
Inlet. 

EXCURSION REPORT, NILGUP PARK, 
BROADWATER, 31 OCTOBER 
Recording 50 bird species on a morning’s outing is not 
generally expected, but the private farm of Nilgup Park 
(including a large section of the Broadwater wetlands) is 
extremely special. It is located in the heart of Busselton 
between Bussell Highway and the by-pass. We were 
very fortunate to be invited to visit by the owners ‘Mac’ 
and Cyril Craigie, in between their hay and cattle work. 
Twenty-four of us gathered at the gates, then driving past 
the bee-eaters burrow preparations, to view the Spotted 
Pardalote’s nest and the wetlands, where there had been 
20 Glossy Ibis and a single Cattle Egret the day before. 
We were in for a treat with around ten Glossy Ibis and 
the Cattle Egret remaining. Many more species were seen 
before we moved on to the mound, where a shelter lookout 
is to be built to view the wetlands. After learning some of 
the history from Mac, we then drove in convoy across the 
causeway, with wetlands on either side, to our destination 
next to the creek for morning tea. It is remarkable this 
is adjacent to the Busselton by-pass, but seems a million 
miles from suburbia. How lucky were we? We enjoyed 
morning tea, with delicious cakes and pumpkin scones 
baked by Donna, and afterwards had a short bird walk 
along the track. Thank you especially to Mac and Cyril and 
everyone who came along making for a special morning. 

SHOREBIRD IDENTIFICATION WORKSHOPS, 
BUSSELTON, 11 AND 12 NOVEMBER 
Dr Jeremy Ringma, BirdLife Western Australia’s Shorebird 
Project Co-ordinator, visited us in Busselton to conduct 
two shorebird identification workshops. The first was for a 
full day with the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation 
and Attractions (DBCA) personnel and attended by 
active volunteer monitors from DBCA’s Capes Hooded 
Plover Monitoring Program. The morning session was a 
presentation by Jeremy giving extensive information on the 
international flyway, shorebird statistics and identification. 
After lunch we accompanied Jeremy to several locations 
to look at birds – the paddock opposite the Butter Factory 
Museum to check out the Banded Lapwings with three 
(originally four) small chicks, the Vasse River Delta Bird 
Hide, Carey Street wetlands and the Olive Grove rookery. 
Water levels were high, therefore not many shorebirds, but 
not a problem at all as there were plenty of other birds to 
look at, especially ducks and coots. The following morning, 
members of BirdLife WA’s Cape to Cape Bird Group joined 
Jeremy to visit the Forest Beach Road Barrier (where a pair 
of Australian Pied Oystercatcher were attacking a Whistling 
Kite seen shortly after carrying what looked like a chick 
with very long legs), Malbup Bird Hide, Estuary View Drive, 
the lookout over Vasse Estuary, Olive Grove rookery, Carey 
Street wetlands and finishing up at the Vasse River Delta 
Bird Hide. It was great to meet Jeremy and thanks to him 
for spending time with us in the capes. Sixty-nine species 
were recorded. 

INVESTIGATIONS FROM AUGUSTA BOAT 
HARBOUR AND RETURN, 28 NOVEMBER 
“Diversion” arrived back at the Augusta Boat Harbour 
only a few days before this trip and we were eager to be 
going out once again, as our last trip seemed so far in 
the past. Awaiting delivery of new propellers during Covid 

times and travelling to and from Port Geographe for refit 
can be problematic. We planned trips from Quindalup but 
unfortunately they didn’t happen. The aims of the Augusta 
trips are to survey birds seen around the islands, directly 
south west into open ocean, sometimes north to Hamelin 
Bay and south to Black Point, depending on wind direction 
and swell. The weather is the number one factor for these 
trips. We do not travel to the “deep drop” as we would not 
see the sun on departure or return, definitely a long day. 

On this morning our small group commenced early with 
a three metre swell and gentle wind – and the sun was 
out – perhaps a perfect trifecta making for a comfortable 
trip, but not for seabirds. Too perfect. Our first stop was in 
the lee of St. Alouarn Island where we remained for some 
time watching Bridled Terns which looked to be nesting 
in the rock crevices. There were five Pacific Gulls and we 
have noticed that they like to roost on the highest points 
on islands and islets. The next stop was Flinders Island 
where normally there are large numbers of Crested Terns, 
but only one tern this time. Nine Sanderlings were roosting 
on the outer rocks. Passing South East Rocks, we headed 
south-west and several shearwaters flew in. We were so 
happy to see these fabulous acrobats in the air. Two Shy 
Albatrosses followed and kept up with us as we eventually 
made our way back in an arc to the lighthouse. There 
weren’t many birds on Seal Island, Silver and Pacific Gulls 
and Pied Cormorants. Thanks to bird photographer Brad 
Keyser and to David Muller for skilfully providing us with 
smooth passage when travelling within the deep peaks and 
troughs of the swell that day. 

END OF YEAR GET TOGETHER, DOYLE PLACE 
TO LAUREL COURT AND RETURN, MARGARET 
RIVER, 12 DECEMBER 
This year’s get together meant our core group turned out 
for a walk alongside the Margaret River. Surprisingly, I 
was the only person in the group to know about this walk 
track. Despite the morning warming up early, plenty of 
birds were heard, seen and counted. This section of the 
Margaret River is spectacular and the river was flowing 
although the vegetation was noticeably dry alongside the 
track. A pair of Rainbow Bee-eater and a Western Yellow 
Robin pair were in their usual territories. Golden Whistlers 
were calling throughout our walk and a Grey Shrike-thrush 
was identified. Apart from one Brown Honeyeater and one 
Red Wattlebird, no other honeyeaters were heard or seen. 
Baudin’s and Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos flew overhead.  

At the river bend car park a Little Pied Cormorant was seen 
perched on a log, a Shining Bronze-Cuckoo was calling 
and a White-breasted Robin was in the fringing vegetation. 
Morning tea was enjoyed under the shady peppermints and 
the year’s events were discussed. A total of 29 species was 
recorded. 

INVESTIGATIONS FROM AUGUSTA BOAT 
HARBOUR AND RETURN, 17 JANUARY 2021 
Living by the ocean in Augusta means regular checks on 
the weather, particularly wind direction, and leading up 
to each seabird charter, we refer to the online ten day 
forecast several times a day. We are lucky because we can 
choose trip alternatives as the wind and swell combination 
can turn out to be totally different on the actual day. 
This trip started with waves and no chop and by the time 
we were in the lee of St. Alouarn Island, the ocean had 
flattened. There had been three weeks of gale force winds 
during the Christmas period and then another week of it 
just prior to the trip. 
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ALBANY BIRD GROUP 
NOVEMBER OUTING – STIRLING RANGE 
We were unsure what to expect when we headed to the 
Stirling Range National Park. A large part of the park 
was ravaged by a huge wildfire in December 2019. The 
desolation we saw travelling north on Chester Pass Road 
didn't seem to bode well. However, when we reached the 
parking area at the turn off to Bluff Knoll we were greeted 
by the sound of Purple-crowned Lorikeets flying overhead. 
Clearly, some birds had survived the fire. On a walk along 
the Ongerup Creek trail, where some of the vegetation 
had survived, we were thrilled to find Western Yellow 
Robin, Brown-headed Honeyeater, Sacred Kingfisher and 
White-winged Triller. A Striated Pardalote was observed at 
a nest hollow and Tree Martins were taking food to their 
young. A Shining Bronze-Cuckoo was present as well as 
three species of thornbills, all potential hosts to incubate 
the cuckoo’s eggs. After morning tea we glimpsed a 
Mistletoebird, had good views of several Yellow-plumed 
Honeyeaters and saw a Restless Flycatcher. A total of 41 
species was recorded. 

DECEMBER OUTING – DENMARK 
We started the outing at the lookout above Ocean Beach. 
Apart from a distant gannet we saw no other seabirds. The 
number of shorebirds was also low. Perhaps not a surprise 
given there were at least half a dozen people exercising 
their dogs at Prawn Rock Channel. Nevertheless, we were 

able to see a small number of Red-capped Plovers at fairly 
close quarters and a few more distant oystercatchers and 
stilts. There was also a small group of Red-necked Stints. 
Members of the Denmark Bird Group had fenced off an 

area to protect the nesting plovers. Sadly, we were told, 
some of the fencing and signage providing information 
about the need to protect the birds had already been 
vandalised. After morning tea we moved on to the 
Denmark River where we enjoyed good views of numerous 
bushbirds including Red-winged Fairy-wren, Gilbert’s 
Honeyeater, Spotted Pardalote and Dusky Woodswallow. 
Soon the temptation of Christmas lunch was too great and 
we retreated to indulge in the shared food we had brought 
along.  

JANUARY OUTING – LAKE SEPPINGS 
Very hot conditions were forecast for the day of the 
outing, resulting in a smaller than usual number of 
people attending. However, those of us who embarked on 
the walk around the lake were rewarded with plenty of 
excellent sightings. Red-winged Fairy-wrens seemed to be 
everywhere, Red-eared Firetails were feeding on the track 
and Black-fronted Dotterels appeared to be checking the 
lake for suitable feeding areas. Our goal was to find at 
least 50 different species during the walk in the hope of 
beating the previous record of 49. With waterbird numbers 
quite low, we didn't seem confident we would reach our 
target, but Blue-billed Ducks were eventually discovered 
near the pumping station, a Spotless Crake gave itself 
away with a warning call and a lone Yellow-billed Spoonbill 
was spotted. By the time we returned to the parking area 
we had recorded exactly 50 species. The temperatures 
by then had climbed well above 30 degrees. We spent 
morning tea time under a shady tree and then decided to 
call it a day. 

OTHER NEWS 
The local group also took part in a Shorebird Workshop in 
February. The workshop was sponsored by South Coast 
Natural Resource Management with support from BirdLife 
WA and funding from the Australian Government’s National 
Landcare Program. 

The Albany Bird Group would like to express its thanks 
to South Coast NRM which through funding from the 
Australian Government’s National Landcare Program was 
also able to provide the group with a new spotting scope. 

UPCOMING OUTINGS 
Excursions will take place on Tuesday, 9 March, 13 April 
and 11 May.  More details about destinations, where to 
meet etc. will be made available on E-news. You can also 
check the Albany Bird Group's website http://sites.google.
com/site/albanybirds/Home 

and Facebook page. Excursion leader will be Anne Bondin 
(albanybirds@hotmail.com). Feel free to get in touch for 
further information.

Anne Bondin

The first bird seen was a Welcome Swallow flying between 
the mainland and St. Alouarn Island. We spent some time 
next to St. Alouarn Island watching hundreds of Bridled 
Terns on and around it, diving for food, perched and flying 
into the many caves and crevices. Further out, amongst 
the Flesh-footed Shearwaters we counted seven Little 
Shearwaters and three looking like Hutton’s Shearwaters. 
But where were the albatrosses and gannets? Only one 
immature Black-browed Albatross joined the shearwaters 
and no others were seen at any time in the distance. 

Two flying fish put on a short exhilarating show too, 
glistening in the sun as they ‘flew’ some distance. Near 
the lighthouse, there was a raft of shearwaters on the 
water and we stopped to see what they were up to. There 
were some bait fish jumping and the birds were diving 
for them and three adult Australasian Gannets flew by in 
formation, perhaps to check out the action. Thanks to all 
the photographers on board and David Muller for another 
absolutely brilliant trip out. 

Christine Wilde

Little Black Cormorants at Lake Seppings. Photo by 
Grace Eckermann
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MANDURAH BIRD OBSERVERS REGIONAL GROUP
The following item has been extracted (with permission) from the publication Have-a-go. 

WONDERS OF COUNTRY WA 
On 21st October twelve members of the Mandurah Bird 
Observers Group journeyed to Narrogin for an outing that 
enfolded into an experience of great interest and pleasure. 
On arriving at Narrogin we were hosted by the Dryandra 
Visitors Centre for a complimentary morning tea. During 
this we were greeted by volunteer Doug Sawkins who 
presented an informative geological historical explanation 
with samples of the aspects of the area. This was followed 
by a guided tour of the Foxes Lair Nature Reserve 
where he explained the makeup of the terrain and the 
relationship to the vegetation of the area.

Later we journeyed to Dryandra Woodlands in which 113 
species of birdlife has been recorded. We were fortunate 
to observe over forty species which was reasonable for the 
time of the year and the conditions prevalent. Of those 
sighted, there is a photo of a Western Yellow Robin and a 
Rufous Treecreeper.

Of the many native animals in the area we spotted a 
Numbat that posed for a photo, an Echidna and some 
adult kangaroos with joeys. After sundown we enjoyed 
a guided tour of the Barna Mia Nocturnal Native Animal 
Sanctuary where the Bilby, Marl, Quenda, Woylie, possum 
and Boodie are in a protected environment. Special red 
torches allowed us to view many of these amazing animals 
as they came out in the open to feed. This was a delightful 
experience. 

The next day we visited the Railway Dam in Narrogin 
where we were pleased to see many bird species, including 
Striated Pardalote, Regent Parrot, Black-fronted Dotterel, 
and Australasian Grebe. 

On our way home to Mandurah we were privileged to be 
invited to explore a Private Village Museum. This was a 
fascinating experience that over-awed everyone as the 
owner had personally created a wonderful historical display 
of ‘Australian Yesteryear’ 

The extensive range of wildlife is something for all 
Western Australians to enjoy and appreciate as many are 
endangered from various elements in the environment. 

So, get out there and explore country WA! 

Bill King

RIVERSIDE, 2 NOVEMBER 
This outing turned out to be an eventful one because of 
the fickle weather. We met at the usual picnic area at 
Riverside and as the boardwalk is still fenced off from the 
viewing platform at the edge of the lake, it was decided 
to go over to the other side of the lake so that we could 
view with the sun behind us. However, we were not able 
to stay very long as a light squall descended upon us. We 
hightailed it back to Riverside where, fortunately the rain 
had bypassed, so we were able to enjoy morning tea and 
the assessment of the outing. Forty-seven species were 
observed, which made the day very rewarding. 

Bill King 

SUGGESTED VENUES FOR 2021 PROGRAM 

Friday March 26 Creery Wetlands 

Saturday April 10 Island Point 

Friday April 23 Wellard Wetlands 

Friday May 28 Len Howard Conservation Park 

Friday June 25 St Ives Peninsula Reserve 

Friday July 23 Marlee Reserve 

Saturday July 31 Wellard Wetlands 

Friday August 27 Goegrup Lake 

Friday September 24 Island Point 

Friday October 22 Erskine Lakes 

Saturday November 6 Luxmore Green and Erskine Lakes 

Friday November 26 Hamel 

Friday December 10 Annual Christmas Luncheon 

Saturday December 18 to be advised

All outings will be from around 7.30am except for winter 
which will be around 8:00am. More details will be given 
two weeks prior to the date.  

All outings are subject to climatic or unforeseen factors so, 
if any change, prior notice will be given. 

Enquiries to Bill King, Leader Mandurah Bird Observers 
Group. 

Email newbill13@bigpond.com or phone 08 9534 9913

WA Regional Groups, ctd

Rufous Treecreeper. Photo by David Budd
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BIRDLIFE BUNBURY
OCTOBER EXCURSION 
We scouted Leschenault Estuary again, this time from 
a variety of locations different from our September 
excursion. Forty-two species over five locations. It was a 
particularly low tide that day.

NOVEMBER EXCURSION
We wandered along the footpath at Mangrove Cove 
along the Leschenault Inlet, a separate body of water to 
Leschenault Estuary. Highlights were Doug and Lynda's 
spotting a Splendid Fairy-wren in the mangroves, 
confirming their return, two Buff-banded Rails with 
a juvenile in the pathway's shadows, a male Osprey 
tending his offspring in the eastern platform nest, and the 
company of a bunch of birders clearly enjoying ourselves. 

(To follow up, I took a bird-watching walk here as part of 
Bunbury Summer School in January and can happily report 
a small colony of Splendid Fairy-wrens and fledglings being 
fed, so how good is that, just one kilometre from the 
CBD?).

DECEMBER EXCURSION 
BirdLife Bunbury surveyed Point Mornington where Preston 
River enters Leschenault Estuary, including the south 
lagoon at Leschenault Homestead. 

A peaceful scene, Point Mornington is a veritable sanctuary 
for birds with its wide vista over sandflats, reedbeds 
and samphire.  There were clusters of pelicans, swans 
and roosting birds and Australian Pied Oystercatchers 
dotted about foraging on the sandflats. There was no 
sign however, of our migrating summer shorebirds on this 
afternoon. Where were they, we wondered! An opportunity 
for "freshers" to view through the long lens tinkering with 
those fiddlesome telescopes and noting the variations 
between Caspian and Crested Terns.

Thank you all, for another lovely afternoon on our estuary. 

BRUCE BUCHANAN – ESTUARY STUDY 
Over three years to June 2020, Bruce made monthly 
surveys to establish a base-line at designated locations 
on Leschenault Estuary at the request of Judy Fisher, 
then CEO at Leschenault Catchment Council.  Bruce was 
assisted by Jane Putland who covered Point Douro.  His 
report, following subsequent months of desk-work, was 
presented to LCC. We now await Bruce’s return from a 
birding expedition in South Australia soon and hearing 
his news. 

FAIRY TERNS 
These pretty little seabirds returned and nested at The 
Cut on the Leschenault Conservation Reserve side in 
early December. Unfortunately, a 4WD drove through 
the site, destroyed nests and the birds abandoned the 
area for elsewhere.

BUNBURY OUTER RING ROAD (BORR)
Word came that 990 submissions were received by 
the Environment Protection Authority in December 
re BORR's proposed Southern Section. A significant 

number of important old/habitat trees and bushland are in 
the path of the current plan, and, unless the path of the 
proposed BORR is changed, they will be destroyed and 
with it will be destroyed further habitat for local birdlife 
including the three black-cockatoo species. Many thanks if 
you responded on behalf of birds because of the impending 
loss of native trees. We live in hope. 

TURKEY POINT BRIDGE 
A number of us responded when the state government 
announced a $15.5m proposal last August to build a bridge 
from Estuary Drive to Turkey Point, across the Preston 
River. This would take out 1.36 ha threatened ecological 
community (salt marsh TEC), at the southern end of the 
Leschenault Estuary. This is a vital bird feeding/loafing 
area and the bridge, roadway, lighting, noise, and the 
actual physical loss of habitat will have unacceptable 
impacts. It was important that we raised our collective 
voices to ensure this little corner of the original Estuary 
waterscape is protected. Accordingly, following submissions 
from the public, the EPA has decided to assess the project.  
Thank you to BWA people who took the time to voice their 
concern. 

BLACK-COCKATOO PRESENTATION IN BUNBURY 
In December BWA’s Merryn Pryor came to Bunbury 
and gave a community presentation “Black-Cockatoos 
and Citizen Science: what people could do to help our 
feathered friends”. We invited the community to come 
along and learn about the three species of black-cockatoo 
that occur across the south-west. All three of these unique 
and charismatic Western Australian birds are currently 
listed as either vulnerable or endangered under both state 
and federal legislation. Merryn explained to the crowd how 
to be involved in the recovery effort and help gather much 
needed information. A light supper was served, thank-you 
BWA. Edith Cowan University kindly provided us with the 
venue in downtown Bunbury’s Maker & Co. 

Sue Kalab 
Convenor, BirdLife Bunbury

WA Regional Groups, ctd

Albert Canzirri, Merryn Pryor, Sue Kalab and Trish Howe.
Black Cockatoo Education Evening with BirdLife Bunbury, 11 
December 2020. Photo by Beth Golden 
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Profile: Swan Estuary Reserves Action Group
WHAT MOTIVATES SERAG? 
The Swan River Estuary is highly treasured by the people 
of Perth. 

It gives grace to our city and great pleasure to our way of 
life: we play on its waters and relax on its shores; locals 
and visitors alike flock to Kings Park to enjoy views of its 
gentle expanse; we delight in having Black Swans at our 
river-side picnic areas and are thrilled by pods of dolphins 
fishing in nearby shallows. Seeing an Australian Pelican 
taking a nap on a freeway light-pole makes even the most 
frustrated motorist smile.  

The Derbarl Yerrigan provides us with a deep sense of 
place. While very little remains of the natural vegetation 
that originally covered its shorelines, Perth is one of the 
few cities fortunate to still have access to a relatively 
heathy and biodiverse estuary. 

Despite there being a history of poor treatment, neglect 
and over-exploitation of what is really a modest and 
fragile river system, it remains much-loved. Many groups 
of people from across Perth actively engage in river-care 
tasks to support its ecological health and mitigate past 
policy or planning mistakes, to ‘give something back’.  

The Swan Estuary Reserves Action Group (SERAG) is one 
such organization. 

We are a community-based group of volunteers formed in 
2010 in response to a need for action to secure the long-
term well-being of three very special interdependent sites 
in the estuary: Alfred Cove in Melville, Milyu in South Perth 
and Pelican Point in Crawley. 

Collectively known as the Swan Estuary Marine Park 
(SEMP), these small areas and their riparian margins form 
some of the river’s last-remaining seagrass meadows, 
coastal saltmarsh communities, mudflats, sandbars 
and fringing vegetation. They have been set aside as 
conservation areas by the people of Perth, providing space 
for native flora and fauna, and thereby contributing much 
to the natural heritage values of the river as a whole. 
The rest of the foreshore has been mostly given over to 
freeways, housing, yacht clubs and other urban structures 
and entertainment areas, or forever degraded by past uses 
(for example as rubbish dumps). 

SERAG’s efforts focus on habitat protection and recovery 
in and around the SEMP, through hands-on river-care, 
advocacy and community education.  

Hands-on River-care 
Using best-practice, many hours of volunteer time are 
devoted to removing weeds and litter, restoring breaches 
in foreshore vegetation or installing infrastructure to 
protect or support particularly at-risk areas or species. 
To that end, resources are mobilized from both within 
our group and from the wider community. We have found 
people of all ages very generous with their time, and our 
applications for special-purpose grants have often met with 
success. 

Advocacy 
Where we see proposed developments or current activities 
are incompatible with conserving the estuary’s natural 
values we use research and scientific data to give voice to 
the needs of native flora and fauna.  

The Swan River Estuary is a biodiversity hot-spot. For bird-
lovers, the different habitat types in and around the SEMP 
support wonderful assemblages of local, nomadic and 
migratory species.  

With seasonal variations, among the hundreds of birds 
resting on sandbars just off-shore will be pelicans, various 
terns, cormorants and gulls. Feeding on exposed mudflats 
and in the saltmarsh lagoons are local and migratory 
wading birds and ducks of many kinds. Australian Pied 
Oystercatchers probe the beaches and swans graze in 
seagrass meadows, egrets, rails and herons stalk and Little 
Grassbirds flit within sedge-banks. Osprey, silver flashes 
of Fairy Tern and formations of Little Black Cormorants 
can be seen in the skies over the water - and while Tawny 
Frogmouths snooze, the conversations of honeyeaters, 
fairy-wrens, pardalotes and bee-eaters drift in pockets 
of remnant melaleuca-eucalypt woodland. A Sacred 
Kingfisher will occasionally reveal itself.

Sadly, populations are declining for most species due to a 
general loss of habitat across their ranges. This is clearly 
illustrated by the plight of trans-equatorial migratory 
shorebirds, and beach-nesting birds such as the Fairy Tern. 
Such species have graced the estuary for millennia - it is 
in the short course of my lifetime that their numbers have 
been decimated to the brink of extinction! 

The habitat provided by the SEMP is becoming increasingly 
vital to birdlife and thus in need of stronger care and 
protection. At the same time as urban pressures are 
escalating and official policy is subtly adjusting towards 
‘parks for people’, management resources are fully 
stretched.  

SERAG fears a fine balance is being tipped. Among other 
stressors, the cumulative impact of increasing levels of 
recreational activity is thwarting the SEMP’s capacity for 
environmental conservation. We are seeing exceptional 
ecological values steadily eroded by many repeated, 
often individually minor, threats — a process colloquially 
known as ‘death by a thousand cuts’. Nesting, resting 
and foraging activities are being disrupted and sensitive 
vegetation trampled to an unsustainable degree.  

Unless the situation is reversed, we will eventually lose 
many of the things we treasure about the estuary and 
hope to pass on to future generations. With good data 
to support our position we are drawing the attention of 
decision-makers to our concerns. 

Community Education 
People’s interest in the River and their desire to know more 
about it is enormous – and in its management Swan River 
Trust research confirms it is the community’s priority to 
conserve natural values of the river above other values.  

To enhance people’s appreciation for and deepen their 
understanding of the beauty and vulnerability of these 
values SERAG organizes opportunities for the public to 
engage with special aspects of river life. On such occasions 
we have greatly appreciated the contributions of experts in 
those fields. Events are very often fully subscribed.  

Past initiatives have included ‘River, Rubbish and 
Restoration’, ‘The Explorers Project‘ and ‘The Eucalypts of 
Matilda Bay’. In 2020 we focused on migratory shorebirds 
though ‘Overwintering: Summer on the Swan‘. Among this 
year’s offerings will be ‘Saltmarsh and Shorebirds

The Swan Estuary Reserves Action Group endeavours to 
contribute positively to the good stewardship of our natural 
heritage. Much needs to be done to secure the future well-
being of the wonderful native flora and fauna of the Swan 
River Estuary. With so much at stake we feel it is not an 
option to simply hope for the best or wait for others to do 
something.

Catherine O’Neill



Store Locations
230 Stirling St, Perth. T (08) 9328 4405
324 Murray St, Perth. T (08) 9225 5966

Shop online at www.cameraelectronic.com.au

Get in Touch
Enquiries 08 9428 7200 or
sales@cameraelectronic.com.au

SPECIAL OFFERS 
FOR MEMBERS
MENTION 'BIRDLIFE' WHEN YOU ORDER
10% off all bags, and tripods
Bonus lens cloth with any lens or binoculars
10% off all rental equipment
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Observations
This list has been compiled by the WA Records Officer with input from the WA Records Committee. Metropolitan suburbs 
or shires are in parentheses. Please report interesting observations the WA Records Officer, John Graff (wasightings@
birdlife.org.au) or to the BirdLife WA office (9383 7749). Sightings are included on the BirdLife WA sightings page (www.
birdswa.com.au/sightings.htm) as soon as possible, and the most interesting are selected for inclusion in the next WABN. 

Includes records received up to and including 14th January.  

Highlights 

A busy quarter highlighted by some exceptional sightings in the north of the state. The most notable was a flycatcher 
found at Sandfire Roadhouse between Broome and Port Hedland – initially identified as an Asian Brown Flycatcher, 
identification was subsequently revised to Brown-streaked Flycatcher, a first record for Australia. This identification has 
subsequently been confirmed by genetic sequencing on a scat that had been collected. Shorebird counters at Eighty Mile 
Beach in late November were rewarded with not one but two vagrant shorebirds: a Nordmann’s Greenshank and a Buff-
breasted Sandpiper. A second Nordmann’s Greenshank was then found at Bush Point in Roebuck Bay a few days later. The 
passage of low pressure systems brought sightings of House Swifts and an Eyebrowed Thrush in Broome, along with the 
first mainland Australian record of Schrenck’s Bittern – unfortunately freshly predated. Two exceptional passerine records, 
a Pallas’s Grasshopper-Warbler and a Dark-sided Flycatcher, landed aboard the boat MV Diversity on trips to the Rowley 
Shoals in October and November. Further south, a White Tern was seen at the Houtman Abrolhos in December. 

In the south, Oriental Honey-buzzards and a Eurasian Hobby returned for another summer, with the notable appearance 
of a female Oriental Honey-buzzard, which was seen several times near North Lake – all previously recorded individuals 
have been males. A Franklin’s Gull was also a welcome present on Christmas Day at Thomsons Lake, but the most 
notable record was an apparent Hudsonian Godwit first seen on a beach at Port Kennedy in November, then regularly 
at several sites on Peel Inlet up until preparation of this report. However, closer inspection of the bird turned up several 
anomalous features for Hudsonian Godwit, including barred feathers in the tail and grey underwing coverts with faint 
patterning reminiscent of Bar-tailed Godwit underwing feathers. As such, it is likely that this bird is a hybrid Hudsonian 
x Bar-tailed Godwit. Another oddity seen during this period is a male harrier seen for several years at Herdsman Lake. 
Superficially it resembles a migratory marsh harrier (Eastern or Eastern-Western intergrade) and shows blackish under-
primaries which do not appear to have been documented in male Swamp Harrier. However, the upperparts pattern 
is better for Swamp Harrier, and the bird appears to be paired with a female Swamp Harrier. Its identity is still under 
discussion and we welcome any photos of pale male Swamp Harriers in the south-west.

Another busy season on the external territories was highlighted by two firsts for Australian territories seen on West Island 
at Cocos: a critically endangered Yellow-breasted Bunting seen in December and a belated report of a stonechat present 
from April to June – unfortunately, the photos are not sufficient to identify it to species though based on range mauri or 
stejnegeri are most likely. Single Arctic Warblers were audio-recorded on two different days at Ashmore Reef in November 
to confirm their identity – several Arctic-type Warblers were present so it is quite possible that the two recordings were 
obtained from different individuals, but this is not certain. There are few, if any, previous confirmed records of Arctic 
Warbler sensu stricto for Australian territory, as no previous BARC-accepted records of Arctic Warbler sensu lato have 
been supported by call recordings. 

METROPOLITAN (UBD Street 
Directory) 
Royal Spoonbill – 1, 17/10/20, 

Bardoc Reserve (Greenfields) – AHL 
et al. * 1, 24/10/20; 1, 30/10/20; 
1, 12/11/20, Goegrup Lake NR 
(Barragup) – DD et al. (rare in the 
south-west; photographs; see also 
WABN 176) 

Plumed [Intermediate] Egret – 1, 
30/10-16/11/20, North Lake (North 
Lake) – MB et al. * 1, 15/11/20-
01/01/21, Bibra Lake (Bibra Lake) 
– JG et al. (rare in the south-west; 
records likely all referable to the 
same individual; photographs) 

HUDSONIAN x BAR-TAILED 
GODWIT – 1, 15/11/20, Long 
Point, Port Kennedy beach (Port 
Kennedy) – JE et al * 1, 18/11/20-
10/01/21 (ongoing), various 
locations on Peel Inlet, including 
Nairns (Coodanup), Austin Bay 
NR (South Yunderup) and The 
Chimneys, Erskine Foreshore 
(Erskine) – GG, JA et al. (1st record 
of a hybrid between godwit species; 
photographs) 
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Ruff – 1, 02/01/21, Nairns 
(Coodanup) – GS (scarce migrant to 
Western Australia) 

Latham’s Snipe – 1, 05/11/20, North 
Lake (North Lake) – MB (Gallinago 
snipe are rare migrants to south-
west; photographs) 

Terek Sandpiper – 1, 22/10-
07/11/20, Lake Claremont 
(Claremont) – DF et al. (unusual 
on freshwater in south-west; 
photographs) 

Oriental Pratincole – 1, 05-
28/12/20, Thomsons Lake (Beeliar) 
– PM et al. * 2, 09-10/01/21, 
Nairns (Coodanup) – CH, RD et 
al. (rare migrant to southern WA; 
photographs) 

FRANKLIN’S GULL – 1, 25-27/12/20, 
Thomsons Lake (Beeliar) – MB et al. 
(rare visitor to Western Australia; 
photographs) 

Sooty Tern – 1 immature, 22/11/20, 
Perth Canyon, offshore Perth – JG 
et al. * 1, 26/12/20, Point Peron 
(Peron) – MN (rarely reported this 
far south, photographs of Perth 
Canyon bird) 

ORIENTAL HONEY-BUZZARD – up 
to 3, 24/11/20-05/01/20 (ongoing), 
Lake Joondalup (Joondalup) – GG et 
al. * up to 3 including one female, 
12/12/20-03/01/21, North Lake 
(North Lake)/Bibra Lake (Bibra 
Lake) – JA, GG et al. * 1, 28/12/20, 
Yangebup Lake (Yangebup) – DHe 
(vagrant to Australia; records 
thought to involve a total of five 
individuals; 1st record of a female 
with this group; records of most 
individuals previously accepted by 
BARC; photographs) 

marsh harrier sp. – 1, 09/09/20-
10/01/21, Herdsman Lake 
(Herdsman) – GG, BB et al. (identity 
under discussion; photographs) 

Spotted Harrier – 1, 14/01/21, Lake 
Joondalup (Joondalup) – GT (rare in 
Perth region; photographs) 

Black Kite – 1, 26/12/20, Kwinana 
Freeway near Paganoni Rd (Karnup) 
– MN * 1, 05/01/21, Lake Joondalup 
(Joondalup) – BB (rare visitor to 
the south-west; photographs of 
Joondalup record) 

EURASIAN HOBBY – 1, 05/12/20-
10/01/21 (ongoing), North Lake 
(North Lake) – JA et al. (vagrant 
to Western Australia; records of 
this individual accepted by BARC; 
photographs) 

Peregrine Falcon (Siberian) – 1 ssp. 
calidus/japonensis, 02/01/21, Nairns 
(Coodanup) – BB et al. (migratory 

Peregrines rarely reported in south-
west; photographs) 

Eastern Yellow Wagtail – 1 
probable, 29/12/20, Booragoon Lake 
(Booragoon) – WM (rare migrant to 
the south-west) 

SOUTH WEST (Shark Bay to 
Cape Arid) 
Pacific [Fork-tailed] Swift – 1, 

08/10/20, Avon Weir (Northam) – 
DD (rare migrant to the south-west) 

Northern Rockhopper Penguin 
– 1 adult, 24/12/20, Broke Inlet 
(Manjimup) – via JW (rare visitor to 
southern WA coast; photographs; 
other individuals known to have 
been found but no details reported) 

Asian Dowitcher – 2, 23/12/20, 
Vasse-Wonnerup Estuary 
(Busselton) – CT (vagrant to the 
south-west; photographs) 

Gallinago sp. Snipe – 1 possible 
Latham’s, 18/10/20, Lake McLarty 
(Murray) – MN * 1, 07/12/20, 
Young’s Siding area (Albany) – PB et 
al. * 1, 13/01/21, Vasse-Wonnerup 
Estuary (Busselton) – CT & NM 
(Gallinago snipe rare migrants to 
south-west; photographs) 

Black-breasted Buzzard – 3 possible, 
10/12/20; 1 possible, 11/12/20, 
Burnside, 5km west of Margaret 
River (Augusta-Margaret River) – JB 
(vagrant to the far south-west) 

HOUSE CROW – 1, 14-16/12/20, 
Gnarabup (Augusta-Margaret River) 
– JS et al. (vagrant to Western 
Australia; likely ship-assisted; 
subject to BARC acceptance; 
photographs) 

ARID ZONE 
Plumed Whistling-Duck – 8, 

10/10/20, Carnegie Station (Wiluna) 
– TD & KR (south of usual range) 

Freckled Duck – 2, 10/10/20; 
30, 13/10/20, Carnegie Station 
(Wiluna) – TD & KR * 35, 17/10/20, 
Credo Station (Coolgardie) – MB 
(occurrence erratic in arid zone) 

Oriental Cuckoo – 1, 09/12/20, 
Barrow Island (Ashburton) – DB 
(rare migrant to the Pilbara region; 
photographs) 

WHITE TERN – 1, 15/12/20, 
Rat Island, Houtman Abrolhos 
(Northampton) – JD et al. (vagrant 
to Western Australia) 

Eastern Osprey – 1, late 09/20, 
Karara minesite, 60km east of 
Morawa (Perenjori) – DJ (rare 

inland) 

KIMBERLEY
all-dark swiftlet sp. – 1, 09/12/20, 

Port Drive (Broome) – AB, NJ et 
al. (dark swiftlets rare visitors to 
northern WA; photographs) 

House Swift – 3, 09/12/20; 2, 
11/12/20, Broome Port (Broome) 
– AB, NJ et al. * 1, 09/12/20, 
Port Dr (Broome) – AB, NJ et 
al. (rarely reported migrant to 
Western Australia; subject to BARC 
acceptance; photographs) 

Channel-billed Cuckoo – 1, 
13/11/20, Sandfire Roadhouse 
(Broome) – NB, JG et al. (rare south 
of Broome) 

SCHRENCK’S BITTERN – 1 recently 
predated, 12/12/20, Broome Turf 
Club (Broome) – AB, NJ et al. (1st 
record for Western Australia; subject 
to BARC acceptance; photographs of 
remains) 

Abbott’s Booby – 1, 04/11/20, c. 
15nm south-west of Scott Reef 
(Derby-West Kimberley) – JG, NJ et 
al. (rare visitor to NW WA waters; 
subject to BARC acceptance; 
photographs) 

Eurasian Curlew – 1, 14/11/20, 
Roebuck Bay, near Crab Creek 
(Broome) – FO (vagrant to 
Western Australia; subject to BARC 
acceptance) 

BUFF-BREASTED SANDPIPER – 1, 
28-29/11/20, Eighty Mile Beach 
(Broome) – GS, NK et al. (vagrant 
to Western Australia; subject to 
BARC acceptance; photographs) 

NORDMANN’S GREENSHANK – 
1, 28/11-05/12/20, Eighty Mile 
Beach (Broome) – AB, NK et 
al. * 1, 02/12/20, Bush Point 
(Broome) – AB & NJ (vagrant to 
Western Australia; subject to BARC 
acceptance; photographs) 

Dusky Honeyeater – 1, 30/10/20, 
Discovery Parks, Lake Kununurra 
(Wyndham-East Kimberley) – 
FO (rarely reported in Western 
Australia) 

PALLAS’S GRASSHOPPER-
WARBLER – 1 landed on a boat, 
20/10/20, c. 5nm west of Mermaid 
Reef (Broome) – DH et al. (1st 
record for Western Australia; subject 
to BARC acceptance; photographs) 

EYEBROWED THRUSH – 1, 12/12/20, 
Broome Turf Club (Broome) – AB, NJ 
et al. (vagrant to Western Australia; 
subject to BARC acceptance; sound 
recording) 

Observations, ctd
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Observations
DARK-SIDED FLYCATCHER – 1 

landed on a boat, 21/11/20, Rowley 
Shoals (Broome) – JBa & DH (2nd 
record for Western Australia; subject 
to BARC acceptance; photographs) 

BROWN-STREAKED FLYCATCHER 
– 1, 09/10-02/11/20, Sandfire 
Roadhouse (Broome) – BG, NJ et al. 
(1st record for Western Australia; 
subject to BARC acceptance; 
photographs and audio recordings, 
identification confirmed by DNA 
sequencing) 

Grey Wagtail – 1, 13/12/20, Broome 
Turf Club (Broome) – AB & CY (rare 
migrant to Kimberley region) 

Gouldian Finch – 7, 06/01/20, 
Nimalaica Wetland (Broome) – AB & 
NJ * up to 54, 30/12/20-05/01/21, 
near Quondong Point (Broome) 
- BG, JaG et al. (south of usual 
range; high counts for Broome and 
Dampier Peninsula) 

ASHMORE REEF 
TRINDADE PETREL – 1 dark morph, 

07/11/20, West Island – JG et al. 
(3rd record for Australian territory; 
subject to BARC acceptance; 
photographs) 

Little Stint – 1, 07/11/20, Horseshoe 
Cay – JG, NJ et al. (rare migrant to 
Australian territory; photographs) 

ARCTIC WARBLER – 1, 08/11/20; 
1, 09/11/20, West Island – NJ et 
al. (1st records confirmed with 
call recording; subject to BARC 
acceptance; photographs) 

Arctic-type Warbler – 1 probable 
Arctic, 07/11/20; 2+, 08/11/20, 
1+, 09/11/20, West Island – NJ et 
al. (Arctic-types rare migrants to 
Australian territory; photographs) 

Ashy-bellied White-eye – 1, 08-
09/11/20, West Island – JG et al. 

(vagrant to Australian territory; 
photographs) 

COCOS (KEELING) ISLANDS 
House Swift – 1, 28/11/20, West 

Island - TL et al. (rare migrant to 
Australian territory; subject to BARC 
acceptance; photographs) 

CHESTNUT-WINGED CUCKOO – 
1 found exhausted, later died, 
22/11/20, West Island – RG (2nd 
record for Australian territory; 
subject to BARC acceptance; 
photographs) 

CORNCRAKE – 1, 08/11/20, Trannies 
Beach track, West Island – GC & RB 
(4th record for Australian territory; 
subject to BARC acceptance; 
photographs) 

Watercock – 1, 01/12/20; 1, 
08/12/20; 1, 12/12/20, West Island 
– RB, GC et al. (rare migrant to 
Australian territory; subject to BARC 
acceptance; photographs)  

Yellow Bittern – 1, 26/11/20, 
Becek Besar – GC * 1, 23/12/20, 
The Farm, West Island – DM (rare 
migrant to Australian territory; 
subject to BARC acceptance; 
photographs) 

Malayan Night Heron – 1, 25/12/20, 
Trannies Beach track, West 
Island – PB & DM (rare migrant to 
Australian territory; subject to BARC 
acceptance; photographs)  

Chinese Sparrowhawk – 1, 
24/12/20, Becek Besar – PB (rare 
migrant to Australian territory; 
subject to BARC acceptance) 

Rosy Starling – 1, Oct 2020, West 
Island – via GC (rare migrant to 
Australian territory; subject to BARC 
acceptance; photographs) 

CHESTNUT-CHEEKED STARLING 
– 1, 13-14/11/20, The Farm, West 

Island – JCR & GC (vagrant to 
Australian territory; subject to BARC 
acceptance; photographs) 

DARK-SIDED FLYCATCHER – 1, 
07/11/20; 1, 29/11-01/12/20, 
West Island – GC & RB (vagrant to 
Australian territory; subject to BARC 
acceptance; photographs)  

MUGIMAKI FLYCATCHER – 1, 
27/11/20, Trannies Beach, West 
Island - GC, TL et al. (vagrant to 
Australian territory; subject to BARC 
acceptance; photographs) 

STONECHAT sp. – 1 probable 
Siberian/Stejneger’s, Apr-Jun 
’20, Home Island – via DBa 
(1st record of stonechat sp. for 
Australian territory; subject to BARC 
acceptance; photographs) 

YELLOW-BREASTED BUNTING – 1, 
19/12/20, The Farm, West Island 
– DM, PB et al. (1st record for 
Australian territory; subject to BARC 
acceptance; photographs) 

CHRISTMAS ISLAND 
KENTISH PLOVER – 1, 21-28/12/20, 

Flying Fish Cove – HC et al. (vagrant 
to Australian territory; subject to 
BARC acceptance; photographs) 

NORTHERN-type BOOBOOK – 1, 
27/12/20; 1, 29/12/20, Christmas 
Island – DM, PB et al. (vagrant to 
Australian territory; subject to BARC 
acceptance; photographs) 

BLUE-WINGED PITTA – 1 dead, 
19/12/20, wharf – via LP * 1, 
27/12/20, settlement – CB et al. 
(vagrant to Australian territory; 
subject to BARC acceptance; 
photographs) 

FOREST WAGTAIL – 1, 14/12/20, 
Grant’s Well – SR (vagrant to 
Australian territory; subject to BARC 
acceptance; photographs) 

OBSERVERS

AB = Adrian Boyle 
AHL = Alfred & Hidi Lau 
BB = Bill Betts 
BG = Bruce Greatwich 
CB = Chris Bray 
CH = Col Heap 
CT = Christine Taylor 
CY = Chris Young 
DB = David Brauhart 
DBa = Damian Baxter 
DD = Drew Davison 
DF = David Free 
DH = Daniel Herbert 

DHe = David Henderson 
DJ = Damian Juniper 
DM = Daniel Mantle 
FO = Frank O’Connor 
GC = Geoffrey Christie 
GG = Geoffrey Groom 
GS = George Swann 
GT = Gary Tate 
HC = Hugh Crisp 
JA = Jason Abuso 
JBa = Jake Bazelmans 
JB = James Bennett 
JCR = Johnny Clunies-Ross 

JD = John Delaporte 
JE = John Edmond 
JaG = Jaxon Greatwich 
JG = John Graff 
JS = Jennifer Smith 
JW = John Watson 
KR = Kelly Rayner 
LP = Lisa Preston 
MB = Mark Binns 
MN = Mark Newman 
NB = Nathan Beerkens 
NJ = Nigel Jackett 
NK = Nyil Khwaja 

NM = Natasha Moore 
PB = Plaxy Barratt 
PM = Pete Morant 
RB = Richard Baxter 
RD = Ron Dibbens 
RG = Raelee Golding 
SR = Steve Reynolds 
TD = Tegan Douglas 
TL = Toby Ley 
WM = Wynton Maddeford
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WA LIST REVIEW 2020
This annual review lists changes to the state ‘list’ for 
Western Australia, arising from new records or changes in 
taxonomy, from the previous calendar year. It also reports 
decisions by the BirdLife Australia Rarities Committee 
(BARC) affecting WA and its adjacent Australian external 
territories, revisiting records previously reported in the 
WABN ‘Observations’ column as “subject to BARC review”. 
For the purposes of this review, ‘Western Australia’ includes 
pelagic waters and most islands out to 200 nautical miles, 
but excludes Ashmore & Cartier Reefs, Christmas Island, 
and Cocos/Keeling Islands. 

‘FIRST FOR WA’ RECORDS REPORTED IN 2020 

Cook’s Petrel Pterodroma leucoptera, 02/2020 off Bremer 
Bay (WABN 174, BARC #1153 – accepted); Manx 
Shearwater Puffinus puffinus, 07/2020 Perth Canyon (WABN 
176, BARC pending); [Von] Schrenck’s Bittern Ixobrychus 
eurhythmus, 12/2020 Broome (WABN 177 [this issue], 
BARC pending); Brown-streaked Flycatcher Muscicapa 
williamsoni, 10/2020 Sandfire Roadhouse (WABN 177, 
BARC pending); Pallas’s Grasshopper Warbler Helopsaltes 
certhiola, 10/2020 Mermaid Reef (WABN 177, BARC 
pending). 

REVISED RECORDS 

Trindade Petrel Pterodroma arminjoniana, 06/2019 Cape 
Naturaliste, reported in WABN 171 as “probable”, now 
accepted by BARC in case #1123. 

BARC DECISIONS IN 2020 FOR WA AND ADJACENT 
TERRITORIES 

‘Mainland’ WA: ACCEPTED – #1068 Eurasian Hobby, 
12/2018-01/2019, North Lake (WABN 169-170); #1078 
Common Teal, 08/2019 near Roebourne (WABN 170); 
#1088 Asian Koel, 06/2018, Barrow Island (WABN 167); 
#1091 Barau’s Petrel, 11/2019 Cape Naturaliste (WABN 
173), also #1128, 02/2020 Bremer Canyon (WABN 174); 
#1103 Cory’s Shearwater, 01/2019  Bremer Canyon, also 
#1118, 12/2019 off Denmark and #1119-1120, 01/2020 
Bremer Canyon (WABN 173, 174); #1114-1117, #1122 
Great Shearwater, 01-02/2020 Bremer Canyon (WABN 
173, 174), also #1127, 04/2019 Bremer Canyon (WABN 
171); #1123 Trindade Petrel, see above; #1142 Chinese 
Pond Heron, 03/2008, Nimalaica Wetland, Broome (WABN 
126); #1150 Eyebrowed Thrush, 01/2020 Walcott Inlet 
(WABN 176); #1153 Cook’s Petrel, see above; #1157 Red-
throated Pipit, 03/2019 Meekatharra (WABN 170); #1166 
Semipalmated Plover, 09/2010 Broome (WABN 136).  

NOT ACCEPTED – #1097 Chinese Pond Heron, 05/2019 
Wyndham (reported in WABN 171 as “Pond-heron sp.”); 
#1121 Cory’s Shearwater, 01/2020 Bremer Canyon (WABN 
173); #1158 Chinese Sparrowhawk, 08/2020 Broome (not 
reported in WABN). 

Cocos/Keeling Islands: ACCEPTED – #1056 Javan Pond 
Heron, 12/2011 (not reported in WABN), also #1057, 
11/2013 (not reported in WABN), #1058, 11/2017 (WABN 
166), #1059, 11/2018 (WABN 170); #1079, #1080 
Grey-streaked Flycatcher, 11/2018 (WABN 170); #1081 
Dark-sided Flycatcher 12/2018 (WABN 170), also #1082, 
11/2015 (WABN 157); #1083 Asian Brown Flycatcher 
11/2016 (WABN 161); #1112 Mugimaki Flycatcher 11-
12/2019 (WABN 173); #1126 Blue-and-White Flycatcher, 
12/2019 (WABN 173, reported as “Blue-and-White/Zappey’s 
Flycatcher”); #1129 Asian House Martin, 12/2019-01/2020 
(WABN 174); #1133 Rosy Starling, 11/2011 (not reported 
in WABN), also #1134, 11/2016-01/2017 (WABN 162), 
#1135, 04/2018 (WABN 166), #1136, 12/2018 (WABN 
170), #1137, 09/2019 (WABN 173); #1139 House Swift, 
03/2017 (not reported in WABN); #1145 Eyebrowed Thrush 

11/2019 (WABN 173); #1161 Chinese Pond Heron 05/2014 
(not reported in WABN), also #1162, 06-12/2015 (not 
reported in WABN), #1164, 10/2019-01/2020 (not reported 
in WABN). NOT ACCEPTED – #1160 Chinese Pond Heron 
01-03/2011 (not reported in WABN), also #1163, 09/2015-
01/2016 (WABN 157). 

Christmas Island: ACCEPTED – #1060 Oriental Honey 
Buzzard 02/2019 (WABN 170); #1098 Eyebrowed Thrush, 
12/2019 (WABN 173); #1140 Corncrake, 12/2016 (WABN 
161). NOT ACCEPTED –  #1100 Common Snipe 12/2019 
(not reported in WABN). 

TAXONOMIC ‘SPLITS’ AND ‘LUMPS’ OF WA BIRDS IN 
2020 

IOC (10.2-11.1) (Gill, Donsker & Rasmussen, 2021): SPLIT 
– Rufous Grasswren Amytornis whitei (includes whitei, 
oweni, and newly described parvus and aenigma), split from 
Striated Grasswren and Opalton Grasswren after Black et al. 
(2020). 

(N.B. The Clements/eBird taxonomic list and the BirdLife 
Australia Working List of Australian Birds were not updated 
in 2020). 

SCIENTIFIC NAME CHANGES FOR WA BIRDS IN 2020 

IOC (10.2-11.1) (Gill, Donsker & Rasmussen, 2021): 
Western Whistler Pachycephala fuliginosa, now polytypic 
after range extension including South Australian subspecies 
which has priority (Joseph et al. 2020); Buff-banded Rail 
Hypotaenidia phillippensis, Baillon’s Crake Zapornia pusilla, 
Spotless Crake Zapornia tabuensis, White-browed Crake 
Poliolimnas cinereus, Baudin’s Black Cockatoo Zanda 
baudinii, Carnaby’s Black Cockatoo Zanda latirostris, Star 
Finch Bathilda ruficauda, Double-barred Finch Stizoptera 
bichenovii, Gouldian Finch Chloebia gouldiae.  

ENGLISH NAME CHANGES FOR WA BIRDS IN 2020: 

IOC (10.2-11.1) (Gill, Donsker & Rasmussen, 2021): Rufous 
Grasswren, see split above (was ‘Pilbara Grasswren’ in 
some lists, but this name no longer appropriate after range 
extension to include former ‘Sandhill Grasswren’ oweni). 

These changes bring the WA state bird list (excluding 
offshore external territories) to 608 species using IOC 
(11.1) taxonomy, or 612 species following BirdLife 
Australia’s Working List of Australian Birds (v3) (BirdLife 
Australia, 2019).  
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WABN Crossword No. 46, revised by Pam Agar

CLUES

ACROSS
1. Potential invasive species in WA
6. Small water source
8. Developing life
10. To go to
11. Part of eye
12.  Facial marking
13. To try
14. Open to attack
17. Part of face
18. Unusual
20. Useful in waterbird surveys?
24. Full range of life forms in an area
27. Regurgitated indigestible parts
28. To spread out

DOWN
1. Methodical
2. Exceptional
3. Elusive parrot of WA south coast
4. One which lives on
5. Destructive species
7.  Visits to nest sites may do it
9. Retained area of bushland
15. Head movement
16. Direction
19. Seed-eater of NW
21. Fruit-eater of NW forests, gardens
22. Nesting material
23. Mouth, especially of young birds
24. Behaviour of nesting Willie Wagtail
25. A nest … water may be safer
26. Makes a puppy-like call Answers on page 51

1     2       3     4       5 
                  6     7     
    8     9                   
                    10         
    11                         

12         13                   
                              
          14     15           16 
                              

17           18 19     20 21       
                  22           
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ASHMORE REEF – SEA AND SHOREBIRD 
OBSERVATIONS, NOVEMBER 2020 
Kimberley Birding has for many years conducted annual 
and bi-annual expeditions to remote Ashmore Reef in 
order to obtain a continuing series of bird observations. 
Landings are also undertaken on Browse and Lacepede 
Islands on the return leg to Broome. 

From http://kimberleybirdwatching.com.au/tours/
ashmore-reef/ (with permission): “Ashmore Reef is 
a National Nature Reserve. A permit from the federal 
Government is required to go ashore on the three islands 
and associated sandbars. We have all the necessary 
permits to land on West Island, East and Middle Islands. 
Permits are also held for visits to Browse, Adele and The 
Lacepede Islands required by the Western Australian 
Government.” The link provides comprehensive 
information on the scope of the birding that is available on 
these trips, and on the boat particulars.  

This year, the year being what it is, it had been thought 
that a trip for 2020 would be improbable, with not enough 
paying ‘takers’ being able to get across borders to Broome. 
Luckily, following a Facebook post calling for expressions 
of interest from WA birders only, a potential November trip 
was filled in not much time. 

We ‘steamed’ out from Broome on November 3rd in good 
weather which held for the duration of the nine-day trip. 
Nigel Jackett and John Graff were the trip guides and we 
all participated in the observation tasks to a greater or 
lesser extent. 

‘Good’ birds were seen, especially on day two with 
sightings of numerous Streaked Shearwaters, a number 
of Bulwer’s Petrels, Tahiti Petrels and Swinhoe’s Storm 
Petrels. Masked Booby was seen on multiple occasions but 
the highlight for many was a single, but very close pass, 
by Abbott’s Booby. 

After a ‘cruisy’ two and a half days our vessel anchored 
close off West Island, Ashmore Reef. West Island is the 
only substantial land on the reef but is small enough to 
be able to walk the circumference in an hour or so – the 
conditions were warm, to say the least, and everyone 
carried lots of fluid. The following four days saw us on the 
island each morning and latish afternoons, with mid-day 
trips in fast support craft to three sand cays located at 
various points within the reef lagoon. 

West Island was clearly in severe drought. The scrub and 
grasses were very desiccated, suffering further from the 
effects of nesting Greater and Lesser Frigatebird, with 
additional pressure from Red-footed Booby. Smaller 
numbers of Nankeen Night-Herons and Eastern Reef 
Egrets were also breeding. 

The greater part of observer effort on West Island 
was taken up in search of vagrants and rarities. 
The standout find was Arctic Warbler, identified 
via audio recordings, supplemented by numerous 
photographs. Excellent sightings were also had of 
Ashy-bellied White-eye and Oriental Cuckoo, plus 
Peregrine Falcon (ssp. calidus). 

The trips to the sand cays were mainly in search 
of shorebirds, particularly migratory waders. It 
was thought that numbers were down although a 
good variety was noted, including Little Stint. The 
Sooty Terns at East Island were spectacular; huge 
numbers with birds constantly overhead, a highlight 
for me, as was seeing numbers of Masked Boobys, 
many with downy chicks. We also had close views 

of two Eastern Yellow Wagtails. See https://ebird.org/
checklist/S76148473 for the counts. 

Day seven saw us weigh anchor for a full day’s steaming, 
arriving at Browse Island after dark. The next early 
morning yielded no further vagrants but comprehensive 
counts were again taken. The remaining day and all night 
we were again under way to coincide with first light on day 
nine (the final day) at West Island in the Lacepedes. 

I had thought the Sooty Tern views at Ashmore were 
astounding but the Roseate Tern and Common Noddy 
numbers this morning were truly Attenborough class as a 
spectacle; just extraordinary! Thousands upon thousands 
of birds wheeling directly overhead! See  https://ebird.org/
checklist/S76433603. for the counts. 

A good variety of cetaceans was also recorded during 
the sea-legs, with the stand-out being great views of an 
Omura’s Whale in glassy conditions, with the runner up 
being a similar close encounter with a Sperm Whale, also 
in calm waters. Also spotted were numerous sea-snakes 
and turtles. 

We were back in Broome mid-afternoon. A great trip had 
been had by all. Many thanks to the organisers. And, as 
a PS, the crew was very competent and the chef was of 
professional standard – all aboard were very well fed. 
The ‘fast dinghy’ handlers were extremely proficient, 
undertaking sometimes difficult shore landings very safely, 
and always careful to assist the less mobile of the party. 

John Baas

A MEGA-POD OF MEGAPODES 
Late in the afternoon, whilst exploring the outer edges of 
the Central Wheatbelt, on the 1st of December 2020, I 
was delighted to see seven different Malleefowls foraging 
on Southern Cross South Road and Sloss Road that border 
Welsh Nature Reserve near Holleton. The birds were very 
relaxed and we had excellent views whist the birds posed 
at every angle, seemingly indifferent to the cicada-like 
clicking of our camera shutters.

One particular bird spent half an hour walking at a very 
leisurely pace right past the car, spending time to peck 
away at a discarded wheat husk.  Having only ever seen 
a single, extremely secretive Malleefowl prior to this and 
then finding seven on a 2.5 km stretch of dirt road was 
simply amazing. 

Tim Blake 

Malleefowl foraging near Holleton, photo by Robert Stacey
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BROOME — EPIC BIRDING ADVENTURE IN THE 
KIMBERLEY
The day we flew into Broome coincided with the opening 
day of Shinju Matsuri or the Festival of the Pearl and the 
flight was full as was the town. 

Our first three night's accommodation was in a cottage at 
the Broome Bird Observatory [BBO] out of town on the 
shores of Roebuck Bay. A target species for us was the tiny 
Yellow Chat and BBO staff have a very good success rate in 
finding them. There was a tour the very next afternoon, so 
we booked in with three other obsessed birders. 

In the meantime, we sought some birds at the bird baths 
outside BBO’s Shade House where visitors and guests 
can have good, close-up views. The usual suspects were 
already there — Double-barred Finches, Peaceful Doves 
then a few Long-tailed Finches graced us with their 
presence. Three Agile Wallabies tentatively approached 
and quenched their thirst. Next, we wandered around the 
settlement and found a male Mistletoebird, a small flock of 
Yellow White-eyes, Little Friarbirds, Great Bowerbirds and 
a Paperbark Flycatcher. 

Next morning, we had breakfast and walked down to the 
beach at Roebuck Bay, a few hundred metres away. It’s a 
world-renowned hotspot for wading birds and a few had 
already arrived from as far away as Siberia, China, Alaska 
and Asia. The Bar-tailed Godwit has been recorded as 
flying further than any other migratory bird on the planet 
to feed on these mudflats. It also travels to a few other 
spots in Australia, as far away as Victoria. 

Some of the waders actually stay in Broome all year so 
we knew there would be some to see and we found a few 
thousand almost immediately. They feed on the massive 
mudflats in the bay at low tide. As the returning tide 
comes in, so do the birds. They gather on the shore at 
high tide in their thousands, waiting to follow it back out 
again so they can feed. They look like a mass of smallish, 
brown rocks jostling for the best position on the beach. 
You often hear them before you see them. The most 
noticeable aspect about seeing thousands of brown and 
white specked birds all huddled together is their bills! They 
come in all sorts of shapes and curves. Some curve up, 
some curve down, and some don’t curve at all. Some bills 
are thin, some are wide, some are short and a few are 

extraordinarily long, like the Eastern Curlews.  I find many 
of these waders difficult to identify as they look similar in 
colour and they are usually a long way out, but we could 
recognise the Eastern Curlew, Whimbrel, Bar-tailed and 
Black-tailed Godwits, Grey Plover, Grey-tailed Tattler, Red 
Knot and a few sandpiper species.  

Suddenly they all rose in a mass of brown and white 
feathers, legs and bills and we quickly looked around to 
see what had upset them all. Then we saw a Brahminy 
Kite stalking the flock, but it just continued on and all the 
waders circled out to sea then returned to shore. 

Mid-afternoon we assembled outside the BBO Office for a 
briefing and we met our three fellow passengers for the 
Plains Tour. We departed in an old four-wheel drive down a 
dirt track onto the plains just behind the BBO. Our driver 
and BBO Manager Nyil soon stopped as he had already 
found a pair of Tawny Frogmouth posing stoically in a small 
tree. 

A little further on he came across a small flock of sitellas 
so we all baled-out and took a few shots as they clambered 
around upside down in the trees, searching for insects. 

The next stop by a windmill revealed a flock of Brolga 
amongst some Brahman Cattle. Then a magnificent White-
bellied Sea-Eagle majestically landed on a dead tree. It 
had a fishing line dangling out of its mouth, and the poor 
thing tried for a few minutes to remove the line with its 
talons. Eventually it succeeded. 

The countryside opened up into a vast flat, featureless, 
samphire plain. The perfect environment for Yellow Chat. 
It was only a couple of minutes before our guide spotted 
one sitting on top of the vegetation. Everyone was quite 
excited but we continued on to try and find one a bit closer 
to the track.  

We saw quite a few more chats but none close enough for 
a good image. Nyil then suggested we hop out and walk 
across the plain in a line which we all happily did. That’s 
when the action really started. We saw several male and 
female chats and we all got close enough on foot for some 
good images of them.  

We headed back to the vehicle as the sun dipped quite 
low in the sky and we drove back to the BBO after a very 
successful tour. 

Yellow White-eye. Photo by Chris Tate

Pair of Brahminy Kites. Photo by Chris Tate
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Next morning at sunrise we drove the three kilometres 
down the bay to Crab Creek. We spotted a very well 
camouflaged Striated Heron hunting for little fish in the 
grey water. A grey bird standing on grey mud by the grey 
water. 

We clambered through the mangroves and I managed to 
get a shot of a Dusky Gerygone. We also heard a Mangrove 
Golden Whistler and saw a few Yellow White-eyes. The 
mud was rather thick, which prevented us from crawling 
through the mangroves to the open mudflats that were 
harbouring hundreds of waders. 

As we walked along the beach towards the car, we saw 
a misplaced crab net with the bait still in place. This had 
attracted a few Torresian Crows that were squabbling over 
it when suddenly a yellow dog came out of the dunes onto 
the beach. I was expecting its owner to follow shortly after 
when we realised it was a Dingo! 

I swung the camera into position and fired off a few shots. 
The Crows soon attacked him but he ignored them and 
went straight for the crab bait. Unfortunately, he saw us 
and bolted straight back over the dunes and disappeared. 

The Shore Birds Tour started at 8:00 am from the BBO 
office and we visited a few spots along the northern shores 
of Roebuck Bay quite close by. Our guide found a large 
flock of multiple species huddled together at the waterline 
all chattering away. 

There were Gull-billed Tern, Lesser and Crested Terns, 
Ruddy Turnstone, Red-capped Plover, Australian White Ibis, 
Grey Plover, Red-necked Stint, Red Knot, Whimbrel, and 
even a solitary Asian Dowitcher. 

Our guide also spotted some Snub-nosed Whales in the 
bay and I saw a couple of turtles pop their heads up for a 
breath of air. One surprise was seeing a stingray leaping 
completely out of the water.  

It was gratifying to see a few thousand birds when it was 
so early in the season. Many thousands were still en-route 
from Alaska, Siberia and China. We had seen most of these 
species already, but it was so interesting to have an expert 
tell us details about these waders that we did not know.  

We had one day left in Broome and instead of visiting the 
usual locations we decided to try and find the Oriental 
Plover. We were advised they were seen recently in 
some plains country around Roebuck Bay towards the 
Bird Observatory. We drove along a sandy track and the 
countryside suddenly opened up to grasslands and we 
could see some cattle in a paddock. Driving very slowly 
along the fence line we found several families of Red-
backed Fairy-wrens that we took time to photograph. 
There were dozens of Australasian Pipits on the fence and 
in the paddock. Then we saw the Oriental Plovers. They 
were a fair distance from the track, but we stopped and 
got a few shots of them before they flew further away. 
As we headed back down the track, we found a couple of 
Golden-headed Cisticolas. It was a pretty good haul, so 
we headed back to Broome. We called in to Streeters Jetty 
in Chinatown where we saw Mangrove Fantail, Mangrove 
Golden Whistler and Red-Headed Honeyeater but we 
dipped on the Broad-billed Flycatcher.

Next stop the Water Treatment Pond’s lookout for birders. 
I have often walked around the fenced-off ponds but 
couldn’t actually see in as they are raised above the track. 
There were hundreds of Plumed Whistling Ducks, ibis and 
terns but many species were yet to arrive from their Asian 
migration. There was nothing new or exciting for us, so we 
didn’t stay long. We returned to our accommodation where 
I fell asleep by the pool for most of the afternoon. It had 

been ten long and tiring days in searing heat, mangroves 
and dry plains. In all, we counted over 130 of the 330 
species recorded in the Kimberley. 

Chris Tate 

NORTH LAKE -164 NOT OUT
I find it hard to believe that I have been birding at North 
Lake for forty-five years. When I first started birding there 
it held water throughout the year but due to many adverse 
factors it typically now only has significant water levels 
from June to November.  

Due to my interest in North Lake birds over the years 
I have been recording the total number of species that 
have been seen at the lake during a long period of time, 
including historical records dating back about 75 years. 
Currently the total stands at 164 species and my personal 
list was 138 up until recently.  

On 21 December 2020 I went to the lake due to two recent 
sightings of up to two Oriental Honey-Buzzards. When in 
the south eastern woodland section of the reserve on the 
cleared Roe Highway area I saw one and then two large 
raptors gliding low over the woodland canopy. Thinking 
they could be the buzzards I quickly had the binoculars 
focussed on them and identified them as not the buzzards, 
but rather Square-tailed Kites. I was not disappointed as 
this was my first sighting of this kite at North Lake.  

It was a windy morning and one of the birds came very 
close and I had excellent views as it expertly glided and 
tilted over the tree tops and I had clear views of its whitish 
head and other key features.  

On 10 January 2021 I made an early morning visit to 
the lake to try to see the Eurasian Hobby that has been 
a regular summer visitor to the lake during the past few 
years. The lake was totally dry and the lake bed was 
covered in green grass and sadly not blue water as in the 
past.

After an hour of birding I had reached the north east 
part of the lake and followed a bush track from the 
perimeter pathway to the lake bed. I had only recorded 22 
species with the only water birds being three Australian 
Swamphens and a single Australian White Ibis flying 
overhead. This was less than half the number of species 
I used to typically see in the summer when the lake had 
some water.  

I then heard the harsh calls of a Willie Wagtail and noticed 
it harassing a Brown Goshawk out of its territory. A 
minute later I observed two Swamp Harriers g Changes 
in maximum waterbird counts liding low over the dry lake 
bed in a rather optimistic hunting foray. Then only another 
minute later I noticed a falcon chasing away an Australian 
Raven and immediately thought “Could this be the 
Eurasian Hobby?”, but unfortunately it disappeared.

Luckily however it reappeared from the north and flew 
very fast and low past me and I had an excellent view of it 
and immediately noticed its cream underparts and blackish 
streaks and identified it as the Eurasian Hobby. I was over 
the moon to finally see this rare summer falcon visitor. It 
then landed over 100 metres away on the dry lake bed. 
It appeared to be a female as it was a significant size and 
bulky in appearance. A wandering dog then spooked it and 
it flew off to the south west part of the lake and out of 
sight.

So, a quiet walk around the lake had suddenly changed 
in only three minutes and I was delighted to see three 
different raptors close up in succession, something which 
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does not happen very often and the bonus being a lifer in 
the Eurasian Hobby.  

I reflected on my past two trips to the lake and how 
after 45 years and over 500 visits to North Lake I was 
able to see two new species for the lake and hence take 
my personal tally to 140 species. Due to my general 
faithfulness to the lake over such a long period of time it 
is probable that I have been fortunate to see more birds 
at North Lake than any other person. It is a good example 
how birding at a regular location can still surprise and 
excite, even after such a long period of time. Although I 
am somewhat saddened at the dry status of the lake for 
at least half the year and a huge reduction in birds to be 
seen, good old North Lake even without water can still 
surprise on the upside.  

Wynt Maddeford 

WATERBIRDS AT BLACKWOOD RIVER ESTUARY, 
AUGUSTA. PART 2. SWANS, DUCKS, GULLS AND 
TERNS 
The Blackwood River Estuary (Hardy Inlet) is located at the 
southern tip of Western Australia near the town of Augusta 
(34°18'53” S, 115°09'33” E). The Blackwood River and 
Scott River discharge into the Hardy Inlet at Molloy Island 
and this water body later flows through a channel that 
opens into the Southern Ocean at Flinders Bay (Fig 1). We 
documented observations of cormorants and herons in this 
area in the last issue of WABN (McFaull and Wilder 2020). 
The present article describes numbers of swans, ducks, 
gulls and terns, and changes in their status since the mid-
1970s. 

An environmental study of the birdlife of the Blackwood 
River Estuary was undertaken in 1974 and 1975 (Lane 
1976). This study was in response to proposed dredge 

mining for mineral sand deposits located within the 
estuary. The study area was confined to the lagoon tidal 
flats, channel, Deadwater and Swan Lake (Fig 1). The 
estuary was visited at monthly intervals from March 1974 
to June 1975 inclusive, except for June 1974. The visits 
lasted for three to six days and were made during the 
latter half of each month. Aerial surveys formed part of the 
overall monthly surveys. 

We undertook a comparative study from November 2018 
to December 2020 to establish what numbers and species 
of waterbirds still frequented the Blackwood River Estuary. 

The counts commenced in November 2018 and were 
conducted in the early morning (7:30 am) and the late 
afternoon (5:00 pm) on a regular basis with the main 
focus on the lagoon tidal flats between Thomas Island and 
Island Point (Fig 1). A boat was used to get to the sites. 
Counting started at Lion Island and proceeded through the 
lagoon mud flats towards Molloy Island. The navigation 
channel running through the mudflats is often referred 
to as “the sticks”. Photographs and video were used as a 
supporting resource to assist in the verification of numbers 
and identification of species. The numbers of surveys 
conducted by Dean McFaull were four in 2018, 64 in 2019 
and 56 in 2020. 

Christine Wilder conducted an additional 30 surveys (March 
2019 to December 2019) from the Colourpatch boat ramp 
car park looking towards East Augusta, the Deadwater, 
an area of sandbanks and the Augusta Spit, where the 
Blackwood River enters the ocean. 

The Cape to Cape Bird Group conducted four river cruises 
with Augusta River Tours from the Blackwood River spit 
to Molloy Island and back on 16 March 2019 (Lau and Lau 
2019), 2 March 2020 (Wilder 2020a), 24 October 2020 
(Wilder 2020b) and 31 October 2020 (Wilder 2020c) and 
these records have been included. A few records from the 
RAOU Waterbird Usage survey 1981-1988 were included. 
The maximum numbers of individuals of each species 
sighted over each period are shown in Table 1. The table 
also provides a subjective assessment of population trend 
for each species. 

Species accounts

In the discussion below, reference is made to the findings 
and observations from the 1974-1975 shorebird study at 
the Blackwood River Estuary; this includes direct quotes 
from the report on that study (Lane 1976). Recent and 
past information is presented for comparison. Maximum 
counts are in parentheses. 

Fig 1. Hardy Bay Inlet, Molloy Island, South Western 
Australia, from Lane (1976) 
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Fig 2. Highest monthly counts of Black Swans on Hardy 
Inlet 2019-2020
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Black Swan, Cygnus atratus
The Black Swan is a common occurrence on the Hardy 
Inlet and is seen all months of the year. Numbers peaked 
from October to March with the highest counts made in 
November 2019 (377), March 2020 (803) and October 
2020 (1313) (Wilder 2020b). The count in October 2020 
was not complete and the actual number of Black Swans 
would have been higher. Numbers dropped over the 
months June and July when they dispersed to ephemeral 
wetlands for the breeding season (June to August) though 
a considerable non-breeding population remained on the 
inlet. There seems to be a minimum population of 100-150 
Black Swans present year-round (Figure 2). 

During an aerial survey on 14 March 1987, 540 Black 
Swans were counted. The RAOU Waterbird Usage Survey 
of 1981-1988 recorded 200 Black Swans at the Hardy Inlet 
in January 1988. 

1974-1975 
Recorded throughout the year with a peak in numbers 
from December to April. Numbers dropped sharply with the 
onset of winter rains as most birds left the estuary for their 
breeding grounds. Only four pairs of Black Swans nested 
on the inlet during 1974. Two nests were found in the 
swamps at the eastern end of Swan Lake, one near North 
Bay and another at Point Dalton. A single downy chick 
appeared on North Bay in September. The two cygnets 
of Point Dalton and three of Swan Lake left their nests in 
October. A further two cygnets left their nest on Swan Lake 
in November. Thus, eight cygnets were raised to the downy 
stage. 

Australian Shelduck, Tadorna tadornoides 
There is a limited number of sightings at the Hardy 
Inlet from the months April, May, June, July, August 

and October. Observations were in the range of one to 
five birds, With highest counts in May 2019 (15) and 30 
October 2020 (16). An aerial survey conducted on 14 
March 1987 counted 38 Australian Shelducks. 

1974-1975 
Not abundant; the largest numbers recorded were 14 in 
September and January. All birds were observed in the 
lagoon, usually loafing near Sand Island. No ducklings 
were seen. 

Australian Wood Duck, Chenonetta jubata 
There was one sighting of 15 Australian Wood Ducks on 6 
April 2019 at the Blackwood River mouth. Further sightings 
were made in September 2020 (3) and October 2020 (1). 
It was reported breeding on Molloy Island where a pair 
with seven ducklings was seen in late 2020 (Haley 2020).  

Not recorded in 1974-75
Pacific Black Duck, Anas superciliosa 
Pacific Black Duck was present throughout the year with 
numbers fluctuating mostly between 10 and 170. There 
was a spike in numbers over October and November 2020, 
peaking at 552 on 30 October. 

Large flocks such as reported in 1974-1975 were not 
observed. At the Blackwood River mouth it was present in 
much lesser numbers.  

Eric Sedgwick reported Pacific Black Duck often in large 
numbers on the sand spit at Duke Point near Augusta 
and these sometimes ventured into the marine habitat of 
Flinders Bay, skilfully avoiding breaking waves (Sedgwick 
1985). 

An aerial survey conducted on 14 March 1987 counted 85 
Pacific Black Ducks on the Hardy Inlet. 

1974-1975 
This was the most abundant bird on the estuary. Numbers 
were generally low from July to November, with 40 birds 
in the largest flock observed. A sudden influx occurred 
in December with 745 birds being counted (from 
photographs) during that month’s aerial survey. One flock 
alone contained 277 birds. Numbers continued to rise 
during January and a single flock of 900-1000 birds was 
seen loafing on the northern edge of the lagoon tidal flats 
at the end of the month. The total estuary population 
at the time was estimated to be 1100 birds. Numbers 
dropped sharply during February. From March to June 
numbers continued to fall with the largest flock being 
found in West Bay (120 in March, 70 in April and nine in 
May). No ducklings were seen.  

Australasian Shoveler, Anas rhynchotis  
Not recorded during current surveys. 

1974-1975 
Three Australasian Shovelers and two Grey Teal were 
loafing together at the edge of Sand Island in May 1974. 
Two pairs of Australasian Shovelers were near Thomas 
Island in June 1975. 
Grey Teal, Anas gracilis 
Grey Teal observations were conspicuously lacking from 
Hardy Inlet with a record of 89 from 4 November 2019 
being the only record. 

An aerial survey conducted on 14 March 1987 counted 20 
Grey Teal at the inlet. 

1974-1975 
Usually seen in association with Pacific Black Duck, along 
the north shore of the inlet from Island Point to the 

Table 1.  Changes in maximum waterbird counts at Hardy 
Inlet between March 1974-June 1975, and 
November 2018-December 2020.
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Blackwood Basin. A few birds were noted from March to 
May 1974

Four were seen in September and two in October and 
November. About 60 bids were feeding in the Blackwood 
Basin in December, with similar numbers there in January. 
Ten birds were noted in February and none from March to 
June. 

Chestnut Teal, Anas castanea 
The Chestnut Teal was seen on an irregular basis and is 
considered scarce.  

The sightings are concentrated in the latter months of the 
year, October, November and December. Numbers were 
generally below ten birds. The males are easily identified 
with their beautiful bright red eye, green head and white 
speed stripe near the tail. A male Chestnut Teal was 
sighted near Molloy Island in early October 2020. The 
maximum count was 25 on 23 November 2019. 

1974-1975 
A few birds were recorded occasionally. A male and 17 
other ”teal” were observed loafing on Sand Island in April 
1974. 
Musk Duck, Biziura lobata 
The Musk Duck was seen during all months of the year 
and is considered a common bird (Figure 3). Large 
congregations were seen in February (140), April (102), 
June (114) and December (152). An aerial survey 
conducted on 14 March 1987 counted 34 Musk Ducks. 

1974-1975 
Few birds were seen except during the months February to 
May 1975 when 100, 180, 170 and 100 birds inhabited the 
Scott Basin. No other large flocks were encountered.  

Purple Swamphen, Porphyrio porphyrio 
Only one sighting was made during the surveys, in May 
2019 (1).  
1974-1975 
It apparently frequents the estuary at the end of summer 
only. 

Two birds were seen in March 1974; one in the rushes 
of the Blackwood Basin, the other on the banks of the 
Blackwood-Scott channel. In February 1975 a bird was 
observed feeding in the rushes lining the south-west shore 
of Molloy Island. Another was seen feeding in the rush 
beds of the Scott Basin in March 1975.  

Eurasian Coot, Fulica atra 
A scarce visitor to the inlet and only a few sightings 
reported. One sighting of 60 Eurasian Coots was in July 

2019. Records come from May, July, August, November 
and December. 
1974-1975 
Two were seen in the Blackwood Basin in January and 
eight in February; and four in the Scott Basin in March. 

Silver Gull, Larus novaehollandiae 
It is not unusual to see between 50-100 Silver Gulls on 
the Inlet and it was present throughout the year. Highest 
counts were (169) in December 2019 and in excess of 
200 feeding together in March 2019. It was common at 
the Blackwood River mouth with numbers in excess of 
one hundred birds noted. Juvenile Silver Gulls reported in 
October and November. 

1974-1975 
Plentiful but with the only large influx of juvenile birds 
occurring during September and October.  

Pacific Gull, Larus pacificus 
At the mouth of the Blackwood River, Pacific Gulls were 
found all year round, usually 2-4 birds at a time. The 
highest count was eight and up to three juvenile birds 
were seen in July and September. 

Pacific Gulls were much less common on the inlet, with 
sightings coming from the months of January, February, 
March, May and July. Numbers on the inlet ranged from 
one to three. 

A Pacific Gull was seen harassing a White-bellied Sea-Eagle 
on 4 September 2019.  

1974-1975 
A single adult bird was observed resting at the mouth 
on 28 August. When put to flight, the bird’s black, sub-
terminal tail band was conspicuous. 

Kelp Gull, Larus dominicanus 
No sightings were made during current survey period. 

1974-1975 
An immature bird was observed washing and preening 
in the shallows of the mouth on 31 July. On 27 and 28 
August, another immature was observed resting at the 
mouth and flying over the Deadwater in search of food. 
The slender, uniform-blackish bill of this bird was compared 
with the more robust bill of the adult Pacific Gull standing 
nearby. 

Caspian Tern, Sterna caspia 
Caspian Terns were seen throughout the year, resting on 
the mudflats. Most counts were of five to 20 birds with the 
highest count being 50. Mating was observed on 20 August 
2019.

1974-1975 
Caspian Tern was commonly seen fishing around the 
estuary, resting on Sand Island and at the mouth. Many 
juvenile birds appeared during September and October. 
It was not as abundant as the Crested Tern, with resting 
flocks rarely exceeded 20-25 birds. 

Crested Tern, Sterna bergii 
Crested Tern was seen in small numbers (1-5) on the 
Hardy Inlet throughout the year with a high count of 50 on 
the mudflats. 

It was most numerous resting at the Blackwood River 
mouth where numbers reached in excess of 150 birds. 

1974-1975 
This was the most abundant tern with 220 birds roosting 
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with Caspian Terns and Silver Gulls at the mouth on 29 
April 1975. It was seen fishing over the entire estuary. 

Little Tern, Sterna albifrons 
There was one sighting of a Little Tern on 6 April 2020. Not 
recorded in 1974-75. 

Fairy Tern, Sterna nereis 
A seasonal visitor to the Hardy Inlet from October to 
February in small numbers, with the highest count (35) in 
October 2019. Usually seen in small numbers of one to five 
birds. 

On New Year's Day 2021, six Fairy Terns were sighted, 
the first for the season. It had been very windy for the 
preceding three weeks with 35-50 km SE winds so maybe 
that was the reason the birds arrived late this year.  

1974-1975 
Present in low numbers for a few months of the year 
and most abundant in October when 15 birds were 
noted resting at the mouth. Of the ten birds recorded in 
February, four were juveniles being fed by adults. 

Whiskered Tern, Sterna hybrida  
Whiskered Tern sightings were made in September, 
October and November. It is considered a rare visitor and 
most sightings are of one or two birds. The maximum 
number sighted was ten on 5 November 2019. Two 
sightings come from the Blackwood River mouth. No 
records from 1974-1975. 

Discussion 

When looking at the data from 1974-1975 in comparison 
with the observations made during 2018-2020 there 
are some changes in the composition of the waterbird 
populations. 

The core areas surveyed in 2018-2020 matched those 
from the 1974-1975 period with the exception of the 
Swan Lake and Deadwater areas which were not covered 
during the present surveys. The current surveys recorded 
higher counts of Black Swan, Eurasian Coot and Chestnut 
Teal. Species that showed reduced numbers were Pacific 
Black Duck, Musk Duck and Crested Tern. Species newly 
recorded for the Blackwood River estuary were Australian 
Wood Duck, Little Tern and Whiskered Tern. Australasian 
Shoveler and Kelp Gull were not seen during the current 
surveys. 
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OPPORTUNISTIC KOOKABURRA
In January, one of the Laughing Kookaburras that come 
into my garden from time to time was watching something 
intently somewhere behind where I was working. All of 
a sudden it flew swiftly and silently to grab a large black 
wasp that had captured a similar sized green leaf insect. 
Once the kookaburra’s bill snapped shut on both the wasp 
and its prey, the wasp started making a loud buzzing 
sound. This continued while the bird attempted to adjust 
its catch ready for swallowing. Then a slip and the wasp 
escaped, flying over the fence still buzzing loudly. The leaf 
insect was not so lucky and it disappeared inside the bird 
in two quick gulps. It then flew onto a nearby tree branch 
where it proceeded to clean its bill by wiping each side 
across the branch.

Peter Sandilands

CARNABY’S BLACK-COCKATOO NEST 
MONITORING IN THE WHEATBELT  
When the task is to monitor the nesting success of these 
iconic birds, Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos, harvesting in the 
wheatbelt and nesting create a real conflict of interest. 
Farmers are understandably jittery about stray vehicles 
near their ripe crops and Carnaby’s are specific about 
their nesting times. The conditions were just right for 
both the cockatoos and the crops. The rain was over, the 
weather was warming, there was still water and food for 
cockatoos in their breeding season. The barley, canola and 
wheat crops were all part way through harvesting so some 
potential nest sites were inaccessible and farmers must be 
consulted for access to known sites.  

But what an exciting exercise. The joy and pleasure of 
finding chicks in a nest needs to be experienced to really 
appreciate. These wonderful birds that we coastal dwellers 
live with all summer, look forward to their arrival back to 
the Swan Coastal Plain, are out there doing what they 
really need to do – breed successfully. 

Adam Peck, BirdLife’s Black-Cockatoo Project Coordinator, 
called for volunteers to monitor known nest sites and to 
look for possible new nests. So off we set, after necessary 
instructions, on a five day circuit from Perth to a farm 
south of Moora, north to Watheroo in the Shire of Victoria 
Plains, then east to known nesting sites north and east of 
New Norcia.  

There is a number of artificial hollows in this area so apart 
from establishing exactly where Carnaby’s are breeding it 
is important to establish how effective the artificial hollows 
are. Do they need maintenance, are there any pest species 
such as bees or Galahs? But perhaps just as important 
is having a BirdLife presence out there, letting the local 
population know that we are keeping an eye on these 
wonderful birds that need the help of anyone living in the 
area. 

A minimum of two volunteers, albeit old, was needed 
for this work and we were pleased to have extra help 
both in Watheroo and over the weekend. The location 
of the known nests, both artificial and natural are on a 
spreadsheet and these are easily downloaded either to a 
GPS or phone. The monitoring of nests is done firstly by 
the long-established tap and flush method which ideally 
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flushes a nesting female from the nest. This method, 
however, does not detect chicks or eggs. The camera on 
a ten metre extension pole transmitting to a hand held 
screen has transformed nest monitoring. Once this was 
only done by the fore mentioned method or by climbing 
a ladder, to peer into nests, an Occupational Health and 
Safety nightmare. The pole is heavy when fully extended 
and can be difficult to manage in a breeze. The artificial 
hollows are much easier to inspect than the natural hollows 
which can be awkward when to trying to achieve a camera 
angle with a swaying pole so that the base of the nest is 
visible – ‘up a bit – over a bit – take a step back – come 
closer to the tree’ and so it goes on. A photo is taken if the 
nest is occupied and if the camera holder remembers. The 
results are recorded on site. 

The first farm we monitored had experienced an extensive 
bush fire last summer. The owners reported that they had 
seen no evidence of breeding although more Carnaby’s had 
been seen flying over than in recent years. We counted a 
flock of 40 but no breeding. But this was not a wasted visit 
in that it encouraged the owners to keep a look out for 
breeding evidence next year. 

The results from the visit to Watheroo were more than 
rewarding. Our first stop was the Watheroo Primary School 
and its handful of students. We had visited the school in 
2019 and again experienced the delight of sharing with 
the children the sight of well-developed chicks. Local 
residents then showed us other artificial hollows that had 
been placed in residences and in the Watheroo Park, all 
new sites for BirdLife monitoring. These new hollows were 
installed through funding from the Northern Agricultural 
Catchment Council. And they had chicks and eggs. 

Our next base was Sue and Graham Johnson’s farm 
between New Norcia and Wongan Hills, where we stayed 
for three nights. This property has both artificial and 
natural hollows and Carnaby’s have bred here every year. 
We were not disappointed. Four of the artificial hollows 
are adjacent to the farm house so Graham keeps a close 
eye on what is happening and when. We were woken each 
morning by the adults flying over to the nests and waited 
each evening for their return. This property is testament to 
what can be achieved with revegetation in the wheatbelt. 
Over a period of years 8000 trees and shrubs, endemic to 
the area, have been planted along the creek line and in the 
salt affected areas.  

Known hollows on nearby farms were monitored, again 
with chicks at one of these. Then a change of plans 
as the wonderful rural network had reported breeding 
Carnaby’s at Elphin Reserve, 10 km west of Wongan Hills. 
This is outside the known north east breeding range for 
the species. High expectations as we tramped through 
the reserve to a site with both artificial and natural 
hollows. Not to be disappointed, we were greeted by a 
cockatoo popping her head out of a deep stag. The old 
artificial hollows in the area bore testimony to the need 
for continuing maintenance as these were made locally 
of timber slats, some falling apart. However this isolated 
stand of mature Salmon Gums with adjacent heath 
reserves looked to be worth further exploration for other 
natural hollows. 

Calingiri Primary School was our next destination, where 
unfortunately the children had the day off. Here there are 
more artificial hollows around the school with chicks and 
in the nearby sports and community areas. We found a 
dead chick and another one that must have been under a 
week old. Home via another property that was just north 
of the Erickson Reserve, again with artificial nests in poor 
condition but no cockatoos. 

All up we drove 800 km, checked 69 artificial and natural 
hollows and recorded 46 Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos, either 
females on the nest or chicks. This was a great experience 
but I kept wondering what we were missing, what other 
nests were out there. Next year perhaps.  

Suzanne Mather 

A POSSIBLE RECORD OF THE ROTTNEST 
SINGING HONEYEATER IN FREMANTLE 
The Singing Honeyeater is one of the most widespread 
honeyeaters in Australia, being absent only from the 
lower south-west, the eastern highlands and seaboard, 
Cape York, the north of Arnhemland, and Tasmania. It 
is common in the suburbs of Perth and also occurs on 
the nearby Rottnest and Garden Islands. Although not 
recognised as a distinct sub-species, the island birds are 
slightly larger and darker than their mainland counterparts, 
with the size difference being such that for Rottnest birds 
the recommended bird-band is one size larger than for 
mainland birds. The size and colour differences suggest 
a high degree of genetic isolation and that there is little 
movement of birds between Rottnest and the mainland. 
The following observation is therefore of interest.  

On 14th August 2019, while waiting for the ferry to 
Rottnest at Northport, on Fremantle’s North Mole, we 
noted an unfamiliar bird behaving strangely in the café. It 
was perching on and flying between the backs of chairs, 
and in the poor light inside the building, it appeared 
dark and without distinctive markings. It was also not 
particularly concerned by people, so we were able to 
approach to within about 5m. Even without binoculars 
(safely in a backpack as we were about to board) it was 
clearly a Singing Honeyeater, but generally darker overall 
than birds seen around Perth, and noticeably larger. 
The dark colouration could have been the product of 
its immediate environment, but its size, location at the 
ferry terminal, combined with it obviously being quite 
comfortable in a café environment in a built environment 
with no native vegetation, strongly suggested that the bird 
had originated from Rottnest, presumably as a stowaway 
on a recent ferry. Some Singing Honeyeaters on Rottnest 
have learnt to exploit the resources of cafes at the Island’s 
Settlement, whereas mainland birds, at least so far, have 
not. The bird was last seen flying across the carpark 
towards a palm tree. It was not present upon our return on 
21st August.  

Mandy and Mike Bamford

BLACK-SHOULDERED KITE SIGHTING AT LAKE 
CLAREMONT 
Peter Sandilands has in WABN 176 pp.18- 19, noted that 
the breeding record of Black-shouldered Kite at Lake 
Claremont in WABN 175 p.2, was not the first breeding 
record for this species in that area. However it was the 
first time that the current regular surveys had noted 
this event. Lake Claremont is a wetland gem in a highly 
urbanised area so the continued presence and breeding of 
Black-shouldered Kite there demonstrates the value of the 
extensive rehabilitation of the area.

Sue Mather

YELLOW-NOSED ALBATROSS A LONG WAY 
FROM HOME
Back on 23 November 2020, I was handed a bag of bird 
bones with leg bands (Museum de Paris) tangled in string 
from an Australian Bureau of Meteorology weather balloon; 
and a transmitter.  
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These were gathered as part of the local community 
beach clean up the day before. I suspect that the bird got 
entangled whilst investigating the balloon, floating out in 
the ocean. 
The items were cleaned up and I sent to them to Sarah 
Comer in Albany. I recently received a reply informing 
me that the bones belonged to an Indian Yellow-nosed 
Albatross. It had been banded as a chick on the 9th March, 
2020 on Amsterdam Island (a French island) about halfway 
between Perth and Cape Town. That is 6160 km from 
Hopetoun. The exact location where the remains were 
found was about one and a half kilometres east of Two-Mile 
Beach to the east of Hopetoun.  
This Yellow-nosed Albatross had travelled far in its short 
life and shows the importance of checking for leg bands. 

John Tucker 

PARROT OVERTAKES VEHICLE
 Often when driving along country roads, the movement 
and noise of the vehicle disturbs birds feeding along the 
road verge, causing them to take flight with subsequent 
risk of injury or death if they try to pass in front of the 
vehicle or are drawn in by its slipstream. Some are agile 
enough to realise their mistake and turn away and avoid 
the danger. Many hit the side or front of the vehicle . Very 
few survive the impact.

 On a trip to the central wheatbelt in October last year, I 
was travelling along a recently graded gravel road at a 
constant speed of 70 kph when the vehicle disturbed a 
small group of Australian Ringnecks (subspecies zonarius) 
from the vegetation on the opposite side of the road. They 
flew parallel to the vehicle along the paddock fence line 
maintaining their position in relation to the vehicle. After a 
few hundred metres, one bird increased speed, gradually 
moving forward of the vehicle before flying across the 
road and out over the paddock on the other side.  
I have recorded pigeons flying at fast speeds on a number 
of occasions, including a particularly notable instance in 
2018 (Sandilands 2019), but this is the first time that I 
have been able to fairly accurately record the speed of one 
of our common parrots. The bird’s ability not just to match 
the speed of the vehicle but overtake it shows its aerobic 
capacity and power.

Reference
Sandilands, P. (2019). Crested Pigeon at speed. Western 

Australian Bird Notes 169, 36.
Peter Sandilands
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Excursion Reports
BICKLEY BROOK, 22 AUGUST
It was amazing to see such a fine turnout of 30 people for 
the walk through Bickley Brook valley. This same walk on 
28/09/2014 had an attendance of eight people, all present 
again. The weather was mild, calm and partially cloudy, so 
perfect as we all made our way through the valley.  

As we left the car park a Brown Falcon was seen on a 
dead tree branch. This bird is certainly not a common 
sight this close to Perth and it is probably the first time it 
has been recorded on this walk. All three black-cockatoo 
species were seen along with seven other parrot species of 
which a flock of Elegant Parrots was the highlight as it is 
not always seen in this part of the hills. Western Rosella, 
also seen, is quiet and sometimes overlooked. Red-eared 
Firetail showed well in one location and most expected 
species were seen.  

No robins were seen although a Scarlet Robin was heard. 
Gilbert’s Honeyeater was seen along with White-cheeked, 
New Holland, Singing and Brown Honeyeaters. There was 
a brief view of Western Spinebill as it flashed past. Golden 
and Rufous Whistlers were seen as the ever present calls 
of Grey Fantail, Shining and Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoos 
filled the air. The stunning blue male Splendid Fairy-wren 
sparkled unlike the Red-winged Fairy-wren which was only 
glimpsed at one point. A Wedge-tailed Eagle soared above 
the tree line along with Brown Goshawk and Square-tailed 
Kite. No Western Gerygone or White-breasted Robin were 
seen or heard and despite seeing Southern Emu-wren 
previously it was not seen this day. Our total of 53 species 
for the morning was not bad. 

Steve Burns

FORRESTDALE LAKE, 17 OCTOBER 
Twenty-five people came along for the annual bird walk at 
the Forrestdale Lake Nature Reserve. After introductions 
and signing in we began the usual observation of the 
lake from the viewing platform off Moore Street. The lake 
was very shallow and we had restricted viewing over the 
tall Typha. Nevertheless, we saw about 90 Black Swans 
with cygnets, 60 Australian White Ibis, 130 Pied Stilts, an 
Australian Pelican and Yellow-billed Spoonbill. 

We then drove to the Forrestdale Primary School on 
Broome Street. We walked the banksia woodland trail 
to the viewing point and chair overlooking the lake from 
the east side. To get a much-needed closer view, we 
walked out to the lake edge down from the chair. Here 
we added Banded Stilt, Common Greenshank, many 
Red-capped Plovers, some Red-necked Stints and Sharp-
tailed Sandpipers. Highlights of the trail walk were Varied 
Sittella, White-winged Triller, Red-capped Robin, Black-
faced Woodswallow and Grey Shrike-thrush. 

After morning tea and bird call on the shady lawn back at 
the school, most of the group went on to the Stirling Road 
swamp. Looking over the fence of this privately owned 
wetland, we saw only a small area of open water. Despite 
the tall grass making viewing difficult, highlights here were 
four White-necked Herons, one Great Egret, 20 Straw-
necked Ibis, a Rainbow Bee-eater and two Yellow-throated 
Miners on the adjoining golf course. 

A total of 51 species were seen within the Lake Forrestdale 
Nature Reserve, of which 15 were waterbirds. If you 
include the Stirling Road swamp area, we saw 56 species 
altogether. 

Fig 1. Geographical location of Amsterdam Island (circled)
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Since then, on October 28, 18 small cygnets were rescued 
before the lake dried up on November 7. 

David James

WHITEMAN PARK, 7 NOVEMBER 
Whiteman Park has many walk and cycle trails, through 
various habitats, and consistently offers good birding 
and photographic opportunities. This excursion, with 30 
participants, followed the Werillyup or ‘Blue poles’ walk 
around Horse Swamp. There was still a moderate amount of 
water in the seasonal wetland and the elevated bird viewing 
platform provided good views over the water, especially for 
White-necked Heron and Yellow-billed Spoonbill.

After morning tea some of the group then travelled further 
into the park to look for Bush Stone-curlew. Initially not 
seen, but then, as we were all leaving, Hidi Lau found a well 
camouflaged group of three, including one very recently 
hatched. Great spotting and a great opportunity for the 
group to see and photograph this species, which is not 
commonly seen in the Perth metro area. A definite highlight 
of the morning! Bush Stone-curlew had been released into 
Whiteman Park after successful captive breeding programs 
by various agencies in 2013, 2014 and 2015. Now living wild 
and free, they seem well adapted to their new home. 

Even though water bird numbers were much lower than 
in previous years, the final tally was 52 species, including 
breeding records for eight species.

Shelley Altman

ELLIS BROOK, 22 NOVEMBER 
The weather was stunning with clear, blue skies, calm and 
warm as thirty people clambered up the valley over the 
waterfall top and down the other side to a well-earned tea/
coffee break. 

One of the first birds of the day was Southern Emu-wren 
which had not been recorded on this walk before but I’m 
sure will be included in future walks now we know where 
to find this elusive, easily overlooked bird with its skulking 
behaviour. Great views were had by the group, making 
everyone’s day. 

There were many raptors with Collared Sparrowhawk seen 
hunting. Red-eared Firetail showed well, swinging a grass 
stalk to impress his lady friend. White-breasted Robin, 
Golden Whistler, Red-winged Fairy-wren, Western Gerygone, 
Western Spinebill, Western Rosella, Red-capped Parrot, all 
represented the endemics to the area. Striated Pardalote 
was seen with close range views of this stunning canopy 
dweller. 

Forty five species were seen, not the best tally for the site 
but the Southern Emu-wren made up for the ‘no shows’. 

Steve Burns

PENGUIN ISLAND, 10 DECEMBER 
There was small relief from the warm and unusually humid 
conditions when 22 of us arrived on the island.

Bridled Terns that breed there were at the jetty. Their 
numbers throughout the visit and on the ‘recce’ seemed to 
be down on previous years but greater numbers were seen 
on later visits in January. The beach on the western side 
was partially closed for the Crested Terns that lay their eggs 
in the dune above. Observing from a distance, we noticed 
many half grown chicks on the beach amongst the adults, 
along with a few Caspian Terns and Silver Gulls. Two Fairy 
Terns were seen flying over. Australian Pelicans could be 
seen in their colony along with young. Other birds included 
Australian Pied Oystercatcher, Pied, Little Pied and Little 
Black Cormorants and a Whistling Kite. 

Because Little Penguins had started their moult, areas of 
boardwalk were roped off to try to reduce the stress on the 
birds at this time. Due to several factors, their numbers 
have plummeted in recent years. 

Buff-banded Rail were at the picnic tables, where we totalled 
up 19 species for the morning. 

Pauline Woolley

CANNING RIVER REGIONAL PARK, 3 
JANUARY
Either BWA advertising is working well or word has got 
around. For whatever reason, over 40 people registered for 
the first excursion for 2021. Twelve were listed as visitors, 
among them two children. 

By splitting the group in two, and walking the same route 
in different directions, everyone had a chance to cover the 
same territory. Both groups made a short detour to a small 
lake, part of the Liege St constructed wetlands, and the 
stalwarts also visited Wilson Lagoon after morning tea and 
found good numbers of Australian Shelduck. 

Warm but windy conditions weren’t ideal but most enjoyed 
good sightings of Rufous Whistler, Sacred Kingfisher, Grey 
Fantail, Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike and Mistletoebird. 
Several breeding records were noted: Australasian Grebe, 
Dusky Moorhen and Crested Pigeon, the last being a first 
record for Canning River Regional Park. A duck with young 
caused some discussion – either a hybrid or a Hardhead. 
Australasian Darter was also seen on a nest close to the 
weir. 
Inland Thornbill was a nice addition, as was the Australian 
Hobby, seen by the ‘early birds’. 
The total of 52 included the 13 species seen on Wilson 
Lagoon. 

Pam Agar

WATERFORD, 6 AND 9 JANUARY
On Wednesday 6 th January, with hot weather forecast, 
a keen group of 14 gathered at Elderfield Street car park 
and were rewarded with a sighting of Mistletoebird in trees 
near the Curtin Rowing Club.  Mistletoebirds in casuarinas 
along the river and within Bodkin Park delighted the 
photographers. With the river level high no crakes or rails 
were sighted. The usual Caspian and Crested Terns were 
also absent. However, with most of the walk in the shade 
along the river, the heat was not too oppressive and 48 
species were seen.  

On Sunday (9th January) 34 birders contributed to a total 
of 54 species. Once again, the usually seen terns and Buff-
banded Rails were absent. Photographers were rewarded 
with many Mistletoebirds,  a young Rufous Whistler  perched 
in Bodkin Park and a Rufous Night-Heron standing in full 
view on the edge of Bodkin Park pond. The walk along 
the wooded shore of the Canning River to Cygnia Cove 
provided more bush birds – Silvereye, Grey Fantail, Western 
Gerygone and Weebill plus good views of Black Swan and 
Musk Duck drinking from fresh water drains into the river. 
The resident  Osprey adult was seen perched eating a fish. 
A juvenile Osprey was observed still in the nest on the 
Telecom tower along Manning Road in Curtin University 
grounds.  One sharp eyed couple spotted Variegated Fairy-
wren within the Cygnia Cove reserve.  

Following morning tea and bird count some keen birders 
drove to Salter Point lagoon where more Mistletoebirds were 
seen along with a Common Greenshank and White-faced 
Heron on the lagoon.

Lorraine & Richard Chyne
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Notices
Expressions of interest in attending the 

2021 Credo Bird Skills Course
Expressions of interest are being sought for up to fifteen 
people who are interested in upgrading their bird identification 
skills, learning how to undertake bird surveys, and managing 
bird data. The course will once again be undertaken at Credo 
Station, in the enchanting Great Western Woodlands, 70 km 
north of Coolgardie. Dr Tegan Douglas will again be conducting 
the course.

The course will take place between Friday 28th May 2021 and 
Monday 31st May 2021.  

Expressions of interest are also being sought for two people 
who are experienced in bird identification and bird data entry 
skills who would be willing to assist Tegan conduct the course.  

Those attending the course will be expected to travel to Credo 
at their own expense. Access to Credo is possible using a 
two wheeled drive vehicle. An accommodation fee of $60 per 
participant is to be paid at the time of registering for the course. 
There is no charge for the course, although those attending are 
expected to bring their own food, drinks and bedding. 

If you are interested in attending the 2021 Credo Bird Skills 
Course, either as a participant or as an assistant to Tegan, 
will you please advise John Skillen, the Secretary of the Great 
Western Woodland Committee on johns@bigpond.net.au. 

Alasdair Bulloch 
Chairman Great Western Woodland Committee, BirdLife WA 

Submitting your artworkSubmitting your artwork
It is abundantly helpful if attachments to 
articles are submitted individually.
Photographs: High resolution images 
only. Photo size should be not less than 
300 ppi, with a file size of at least 600 kb 
(preferably over 1 mb).
Maps and Graphs: Separate pdf to 
accompany article
Tables: Excel spread sheet to accompany 
article is ideal. Tables in Word can 
accompany aricle as separate document or 
be embedded in your article.
Large files may require multiple emails. 

When possible, please avoid 
embedding photos, maps, tables or 

graphs into pdfs, word docs, or emails.
Thank you for your support
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Across the Nullarbor, news from National Office
Little Eagle declared Vulnerable in Victoria 
Following intense lobbying by the BirdLife Australia Raptor 
Group (BARG), the Little Eagle has now been reclassified 
as a Vulnerable species in Victoria. It was previously 
classified as ‘Least Concern’ under the state’s Flora and 
Fauna Guarantee Act. 

Despite being one of Australia's most widespread species 
of raptor, the population of Little Eagles has been in steady 
decline, due mainly to the loss of its woodland habitats. 
They’re also susceptible to competition from larger Wedge-
tailed Eagles when vying for suitable nest sites. 

BARG was instrumental in achieving this reclassification, 
having lobbied the Victorian Government for the Little 
Eagle to be uplisted for several years. Unsurprisingly, 
members of BARG welcomed the government’s decision, 
which brings the conservation status of the species in line 
with New South Wales and the ACT.  

BARG hopes that this revised listing will ensure that Little 
Eagles will receive appropriate protection across Victoria to 
ensure their ongoing survival. 

Seabirds entangled in aquaculture facilities 
in Tasmania 
Images of birds entangled in nets at aquaculture facilities 
in Tasmania have shocked Dr Eric Woehler, Convenor of 
BirdLife Tasmania, who said that significant changes were 
required. 

"I suspect we're going to have to see a fundamental 
change in the way the nets are maintained or the 
[aquaculture] pens are kept free of birds," he said. 

Changing the size of mesh netting, changes to monitoring 

bird interactions, and the introduction of independent 
observers to oversee the situation were imperative to 
alleviate the situation, he suggested. 

In 2020, Tasmanian aquaculture facilities reported the 
deaths of several species, mostly Silver Gulls and Black-
faced Cormorants, but one facility reported four dead 
Little Terns (Endangered in Tasmania). Hundreds of other 
entangled birds were released or rehabilitated. 

"When you see how these birds have died and the 
numbers involved, it's unacceptable, and we really do need 
to see an improvement from the companies to try and 
eliminate this whole issue," Dr Woehler said. 

Time share for Pacific Black Duck 
Regular viewers of BirdLife Australia’s EagleCam — which 
is set up to view the comings and goings at the local 
White-bellied Sea-Eagle nest in Sydney’s Olympic Park — 
were astonished to see a different visitor to the nest in 
early January this year. Instead of the usual sight of a sea-
eagle refurbishing the structure, or incubating some eggs 
or feeding the chick(s), they saw a Pacific Black Duck take 
possession of the nest site. 

Pacific Black Ducks are usually more at home nesting 
in tree hollows, rather than usurping established nests 
of other birds, least of all such a substantial structure. 
Undeterred, the duck laid a clutch of eggs and was 
watched by online observers from around the world as it 
patiently incubated. 

Regardless of the outcome of this audacious breeding 
attempt, the sea-eagles are unlikely to return to the nest 
until autumn, by which time the duck will have vacated the 
eyrie. 

GARVEY PARK EXCURSION, 17 JANUARY
A forecast of 36 degrees, but with a late maximum, and 
less strong gusty winds than on the previous few days, 
made for a pleasant morning for the 19 who attended. 
The downside was Coolgardie Stream, where there were 
plagues of mosquitoes! 

Several Australian Ringnecks were seen and three raptors, 
two of which (Swamp Harrier and Australian Hobby) were 
new to our list for this area. Mistletoebirds were heard in 
several areas but it was late in the walk before we had 
good views of these and a pair of Sacred Kingfishers. 

Splendid Fairy-wrens were heard but we were not close 
enough to actually see them! 

Two Striated Pardalote nests were another highlight; one 
with birds carrying food into the nest.  

But the jackpot of the morning had to be Buff-banded Rail. 
Having missed them on our way across the boardwalk 
earlier, we were especially pleased to see not one, but two, 
wandering along the drain on our return, both out in the 
open and apparently unconcerned by the row of people 
and cameras focussed on them barely 10 m away. 

Noticeable omissions for the morning were Yellow-rumped 
Thornbill, Australian Wood Duck and terns, though river 
traffic was fairly quiet while we were there. 
A total of 45 was satisfying enough.

George & Pam Agar 

LAKE RICHMOND, ROCKINGHAM, 23 
JANUARY 
This was a well-attended walk of 34 enthusiasts around the 
lake on a very pleasant morning.  

Despite some extensive work by the Water Corporation 
during the last 12 months in the near vicinity of the lake 
and a very recent fire along the Lake’s edge we managed 
a count of 57 species. The fire has destroyed much of the 
under-growth, reeds and rushes on the Lake’s edge. 

Nevertheless, we recorded the following: 

In duck world we had the Pacific Black Duck, Hardhead, 
Grey Teal, Musk Duck, Blue-billed Duck and Australian 
Shelduck. Also on the water were the Eurasian Coot, 
Australasian Grebe, Hoary-headed Grebe and Great 
Crested Grebe. 

Other waterbirds included Great Egret, White-faced Heron 
and among the waders there were Common Greenshank, 
Red-capped Plover, Pied Stilt, Purple Swamphen and 
Australian Pelican. 

Raptors included the Whistling Kite, Brown Falcon, Osprey 
and Swamp Harrier. 

Also present were Red Wattlebird, Grey Fantail, Splendid 
Fairy-wren, Rufous Whistler Willie Wagtail, Laughing Dove 
and Spotted Dove. 

Chris Van Haeften 

Excursion Reports, ctd



Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 177 March 2021 Page 49

Coming Events

Sunday 7 March: Bibra Lake, 
Cockburn
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park at the 
southern end of the lake, off Progress 
Drive. This is the car park nearest to 
the jetty and not far from Gwilliam 
Drive. Bibra Lake is a part of the Beeliar 
Wetlands chain and a large number of 
bushbirds and waterbirds can be seen 
here. Over 130 bird species have been 
recorded in this reserve.
We will circumnavigate the lake which 
is an 8 km long path and visit two bird 
hides on the way. The walk will take 
3-4 hours and for those who don’t wish 
to walk the full distance, a car can be 
left at the half way mark, if you let the 
leader know. Bring water, hats, and 
suitable footwear as snakes have been 
seen in the area.

Leader: Alan Watson

Saturday 13 March: Herdsman 
Lake, Stirling
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park of 
the Perth Pony Club. To reach the car 
park, drive along Jon Sanders Drive 
from Perth and turn left just before 
you reach Selby Street. This is one of 
the waterbird refuges that never dry 
up. Herdsman Lake is located within 
the Northern Swan Coastal Plain Key 
Biodiversity Area (KBA) for Carnaby’s 
Black-Cockatoo. Bring your telescope if 
you have one.

Leader: Claire Gerrish

Thursday 18 March: Blackwall 
Reach, Bicton
Half day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the junction of Kent 
Street and Blackwall Reach Parade. A 
pleasant walk along the Swan River 
along a bush track which is noted 
for its population of White-cheeked 
Honeyeater. We will also look for 
waders along the Point Walter Beach.

Leaders: Jennifer Sumpton and
Lynley Davey

Saturday 20 March: Lake Gwelup, 
Stirling
Half day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park at the 
corner of Stoneman Street and Huntriss 

Road, north of Karrinyup Road. We 
should see water birds and bush birds, 
and raptors are often seen here. Lake 
Gwelup is within the Northern Swan 
Coastal Key Biodiversity Area (KBA) for 
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo.

Leaders: Shelley and Meir Altman

Monday 22 March: BirdLife Western 
Australia - General Meeting
Bold Park Eco Centre, 165 Perry Lakes 
Drive, Floreat
Event time: 7.30 pm
Guest speaker: Jennifer Donegan - 
committee member, Wheatbelt Avon 
Bird Group.
A lifetime interest in birds and 
travelling throughout Western Australia 
and Far North Queensland: her Avian 
Adventures. 

Saturday 27 March: Wellard 
Wetlands, Baldivis
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the entrance to 
Wellard Wetlands on the northern side 
of Bertenshaw Road, 1 km from St 
Albans Road. Coming from Perth, turn 
left off the Freeway into Mundijong 
Road, then right into St Albans Road 
and right into Bertenshaw Road. There 
should be plenty of bushbirds and 
waterbirds here, as well as several 
species of raptors.

Leader: Charles Merriam

Sunday 28 March: Great Cocky 
Count
Sunset for about 2 hours
Our annual census of Black-Cockatoos 
throughout the southwest of Australia. 
It provides important data on night 
roost locations and population trends 
for these threatened birds. No 
experience necessary.
Registrations open until March 7 at 
https://cm.birdlife.org.au/t/r-l-juuknty-
hkjiitliuh-a/

Coordinators Adam Peck and Merryn 
Pryor

Friday 2 April to Monday 5 April: 
Easter Campout, Albany
Albany is not only on the cooler south 
coast but has excellent bird watching. It 
has a wide variety of habitats from the 
ocean (sheltered and open), waders, 
shorebirds, fresh water lakes and bush 

birds in many different vegetation 
types.
We will be based at the Kalgan River 
Chalets and Caravan Park at 247 
Nanarup Road, Kalgan. The park 
telephone number is 9844 7937 and 
their website is kalganrivercaravanpark.
com.au. Ten powered sites have been 
set aside for BirdLife WA but you need 
to book directly with them.
On this campout we will visit the 
various habitats to see the greatest 
variety of birds which should include 
waders, sea birds, water birds and 
bushbirds, that will include many of 
the Western Australian endemics. 
On previous Albany campouts 100+ 
species have been seen.
Numbers will be limited to 30 so please 
register at the BirdLife WA office on 
9383 7749.
For members and guests only.

Leader: Sue Abbotts

Saturday 3 April: Lake Coogee, 
Munster
Half-day excursion 
Meet at 8:00 am in Fawcett Road. Turn 
into Fawcett Road from Mayor Road, go 
past the traffic circle, and we will park 
approximately 1 km from Mayor Road.  
Please note: This is a new location to 
meet for this excursion. 
Nearly 100 species of birds have been 
seen on and around the lake, including 
nine raptors. It is a large lake and has 
a path right around it so some people 
may wish to do the full circuit.  

Leaders: Jan and Dave Crossley 

Sunday 11 April: Ellis Brook, Martin 
Half-day excursion 
Meet at 8:30 am at the corner of 
Gosnells Road and Bygum Lane, Martin. 
We will walk up the steep path to the 
top of the falls which provides great 
views of the Swan Coastal Plain. It 
is a popular area where a variety of 
bushbirds can be seen, some of them 
not often seen near Perth, such as Red-
eared Firetail, Red-winged Fairy-wren, 
and Red-capped and Scarlet Robins. 

Leader: Steve Burns 

Thursday 15 April: Tomato Lake, 
Kewdale 
Half-day excursion

Important note re campouts
Members anticipating attending campouts must notify the BirdLife WA Office (9383 7749) of the number in their party and when 

they will arrive. 
If you are unsure, put your name down as you can always cancel.

An emergency contact number should also be provided in case of accident.

New members
Please let the leaders know that you are a new member and don’t hesitate to ask for assistance with bird sightings.

Wherever you are, please observe your relevant state and territory advice and 
maintain social distancing and good hygiene when planning birding outings, 

events, monitoring, surveys or fieldwork, where this is allowed.
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Meet at 8:00 am near the small 
tearooms at Tomato Lake off Oats 
Street, Kewdale. Travelling south along 
Orrong Road turn left into Oats Street 
and about 800 m on the right there is a 
drive-way into the parking area. Bring 
morning tea.

Leader: Ian Wallace

Sunday 18 April: Ashfield Flats, 
Bassendean 
Half day excursion 

Meet at 8:00 am at the car park 
at the southern end of West Road, 
Bassendean. From Guildford Road turn 
into Colstoun Road, turn left into Haig 
St and right into Fisher Street. Follow 
Fisher Street into Reid Street and then 
turn right into West Road. Follow West 
Road to the end car park at Sandy 
Beach Reserve. There should be a 
variety of water birds and bush birds. 

Leader: Peter White 

Monday 19 April BirdLife Western 
Australia - General Meeting
Bold Park Eco Centre, 165 Perry Lakes 
Drive, Floreat
Event time: 7.30 pm
Guest speaker: Dr Michael Craig
Research Fellow, School of Biological 
Sciences
Birds in post-mining restoration
Bird communities in post-mining 
restoration change as the restoration 
matures. In this talk find out which 
species occur most frequently in post-
mining restoration and how their 
abundance changes through time 
and what could be done to help bird 
communities become more similar to 
those in unmined forest.

Saturday 24 April: Woodman Point 
– Jaeger watch 
Half day excursion 
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park at 
Woodman Point on Jervoise Bay. Turn 
right off Cockburn Road, into O’Kane 
Court, then left into Jervoise Bay Cove, 
and almost immediately right into 
Woodman Point Road. Drive to the end 
of the road and take the last left to the 
car park.  
This excursion has been timed to 
coincide with the northward jaeger 
migration. We will look for the three 
jaeger species and other birds at the 
spit. We will spend 2-3 hours sea 
watching on Woodman Point. Bring your 
telescope if you have one. 

Leader: Sue Abbotts 

Saturday 24 to Monday 26 April: 
Glenbrook Country Retreat, 
Margaret River 
Anzac Day weekend campout. 
Margaret River is a favourite birding 
destination and this campout will be 

popular. This rural property, less than 
five kilometres from the heart of town, 
is mainly uncleared Jarrah, Marri and 
Peppermint with a number of south-
west endemic birds to be seen along 
the various tracks. During the weekend 
we shall venture out to local birding 
spots and there will be a nocturnal 
walk. 
There is a well-equipped camp 
kitchen, toilets/showers with hot 
water/electricity. The campground 
has no powered sites and therefore 
campers should be self-sufficient in 
their individual sites. The sites will be 
together in one allocated area where 
we will have access to a covered 
barbecue area. 
There is a definite limit of 25 
participants so those wishing to attend 
MUST put their name, email and mobile 
number on the list in the office as usual 
(9383 7749) and indicate what type 
of accommodation you have (tent, 
camper trailer or size of caravan). 
An information sheet will be emailed 
closer to the time. Do not contact the 
manager as allocation of sites will be 
handled by the leader. At the time of 
advertising there is a water shortage 
due the large number of people 
travelling to the region. The information 
sheet will update you on the water 
situation. As this destination is always 
popular there may be a wait list. The 
costs are – double $25 per night, single 
$15 per night. 
For members and guests only. 

Leader: Christine Wilder 

Sunday 2 May: Ray Marshall Park, 
Viveash 
Half-day excursion 
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park of Ray 
Marshall Park. Go to the end of First 
Avenue, off Great Eastern Highway, 
just east of Governor Stirling Senior 
High School. We will take a morning 
walk along the John George Trail that 
runs beside the Swan River. On the 
return walk, we will divert to a swampy 
area 250 m off the track, and this will 
usually add up to six extra species to 
the list. 
The walk includes big river redgums, 
waterbirds along the river, and the walk 
to the swamp mentioned above. 

Leader: Peter White 

Saturday 8 May: Bannister Creek, 
Lynwood 
Two Hour excursion 
Meet at 8:00am in Jaccard Way. From 
Leach Highway turn into High Road 
then left into Metcalf Road and then 
first right into Jaccard Way, where there 
is plenty of parking. 
Bannister Creek runs into Canning 
River and a South East Regional Centre 

for Urban Landcare (SERCUL) Project 
has been underway for some years 
on a significant rehabilitation project 
along this creek. The main activities 
have been weed removal, replanting 
with appropriate vegetation and 
sculpturing the creek so small weirs 
aerate the water. An annual bird survey 
is undertaken by Sue and the birds are 
starting to return. Bring morning tea to 
have while we do a bird list. 
Leader: Sue Keogh 

Saturday 15 May: Lake Goolellal, 
Kingsley 
Half-day excursion 
Meet at 8:00 am at the car park on 
Woodlake Retreat. From the junction of 
Wanneroo Road and Hepburn Avenue, 
travel north on Wanneroo Road to the 
first set of traffic lights and turn left 
into Woodlake Retreat. The car park is 
50 m from the turn off. 
This lake offers a good selection of 
bushbirds and waterbirds. It is part of 
the Northern Swan Coastal Plain Key 
Biodiversity Area (KBA) for Carnaby’s 
Black-Cockatoo. Bring your ‘scope if 
you have one.  

Leader: Clive Nealon 

Thursday 20 May: Lake Monger 
Half-day excursion 
Meet at 8:00 am at the car park 
opposite the Speech and Hearing 
Centre off Dodd Street, on the northern 
side of the lake. The walk around the 
lake will take 2-3 hours. This is a good 
opportunity to see many species of 
ducks, waterbirds, and some bushbirds. 
There are resident Purple-backed Fairy-
wrens that are often seen. 

Leader: Sue Abbotts 

Sunday 23 May: Manning Lake, 
Spearwood 
Half-day excursion 
Meet at 8:30 am in the car park, 
Azelia Road, opposite the Azelia Ley 
Homestead Museum, on the western 
side of the lake. This is a semi-
permanent wetland, with a fringe 
of paperbark trees, noted for its 
waterbirds. Bushbirds are also plentiful 
in the reserve and in bush to the west. 

Leader: Pauline Woolley  

Saturday 29 May:  Victoria 
Reservoir, Canning Mills 
Half-day excursion 
Meet at 8:30 am in the car park beside 
the information board at the entrance 
to the dam. From Perth, travel east 
along Welshpool Road and Welshpool 
Road East to the T-junction at Canning 
Road, turn right and travel for about 
400 m to Masonmill Road. Continue 
along this road for about 600 m, 
following the signs to the dam and the 
entrance to the car park. We will follow 

Coming events, ctd
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Coming events, ctd

the walking track down to the dam. 
Leader: Claire Gerrish 

Monday 24 May BirdLife Western 
Australia - General Meeting
Bold Park Eco Centre, 165 Perry Lakes 
Drive, Floreat
Event time: 7.30 pm
Guest speakers: Western Magpie 
Research Project, School of Biological 
Sciences, UWA
Speaker: Sarah Walsh
Vocal communication and the evolution 
of language in magpies
Speaker Elizabeth Speechley
Cognition and social networks in 
magpies

Saturday 5 June: Flynn Road, 
Mundaring 
Half/Full-day excursion 
Meet at 9:00 am at the corner of Flynn 
Road and Great Eastern Highway, about 
10 km past Sawyers Valley or 1 km on 
the Perth side of The Lakes (the York 
turnoff). We will look at several areas of 
Wandoo woodland. Species seen here 
include Crested Shrike-tit, Western 
Yellow Robin, Restless Flycatcher and 
Painted Button-quail. 
Bring morning tea that you can carry. 
Bring lunch if you would like to continue 
with us at a further area nearby. 

Leader: Charles Merriam 

Thursday 10 June: Baigup 
Wetlands, Bayswater 
Half day Excursion 
Meet at 8:00 am at the car park near 
the Rowing Club at the end of Milne 
Street in Bayswater. Turn south-east 
off Guildford Road into Milne Street and 
follow this to the end, then turn right 

into the car park. There is a variety of 
waterbirds and bushbirds. 

Leaders: Penny Lee and Richard Curtis 

Sunday 13 June: Tom Bateman 
Reserve, Thornlie 
Half-day excursion 
Meet at 8:00 am beside the 
playground/sporting complex at the 
corner of Nicholson and Wilfred Roads 
(car-park entry is off Wilfred Road). 
We will look at a series of wetlands 
constructed to remove nutrients from 
water draining into the Canning River. 
We will also look at small bushland 
areas if they are accessible. Rubber 
boots may be a good idea, and insect 
repellent.  
Bring morning tea to have while we do 
a combined bird list. 

Leaders: George and Pam Agar  

Saturday 19 June: Beenyup Swamp, 
Woodvale 
Half-day excursion 
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park on the 
south side of Ocean Reef Road near 
the old buildings. From the Mitchell 
Freeway travel east along Ocean Reef 
Road and continue approximately 
800 m past Trappers Drive until you 
see a cleared paddock with some old 
stone buildings on the right. Park in 
the limestone area in front of these 
buildings.   
Beenyup Swamp is part of the 
Yellagonga Regional Park. There should 
be a good variety of bushbirds and 
waterbirds. 

Leader: Nigel Sutherland 

Saturday 26 June: Wungong Gorge 
Half day excursion 

Meet at 8:30 am at the first car park 
for Wungong Dam at the end of Admiral 
Road, off Albany Highway. Over 90 
species of birds have been recorded 
here including Red-eared Firetail, 
White-breasted Robin and Red-winged 
Fairy-wren.  

Leader: Claire Gerrish 

Saturday 3 to Friday 9 July: Hidden 
Valley Tourist Park, Kununurra 
One week campout  
This is a preliminary notice for a 
campout in Kununurra, the home of 
some spectacular birding and many 
northern specialities. July is the coolest 
month in the Kimberley though it is still 
warm. 
At Hidden Valley Tourist Park, ten 
powered sites have been set aside 
and they also have unpowered sites 
and cabins. Powered sites are $45 
per night for two people, unpowered 
sites $36 per night for two people and 
cabins $145 per night for two people. 
It is located at 110 Weaber Plains 
Road, close to the shopping centre 
of Kununurra and adjacent to Mirima 
National Park. There is a swimming 
pool, BBQ area and camp kitchen. 
Contact them on 08 9168 1790 or 
nhvtp@westnet.com.au to book your 
accommodation. As nobody knows if 
borders to other states will be open, 
you are advised to book early and tell 
them you are from BirdLife WA. 
A further email will be sent to 
participants closer to the time. 
There will be a limit of 20 people so you 
must put your name on the list at the 
BirdLife WA office as usual, on 9383 77 
49. 
For members and guests only. 

Leader: Sue Abbotts

Great Western Woodlands proposed 2021 Autumn 
survey dates 

April 19 - 23 Transline 
The Transline survey route follows the Trans Access Road which runs next to the rail line 
from Kalgoorlie east across the Nullarbor. This road is usually in good condition as it is used 
to service the railway line.  Interesting birds to be seen here include Australian Bustard, 
Black-breasted Buzzard, Chestnut Quail-thrush and Scarlet-chested Parrot, but best of all 
look for the Naretha Blue Bonnet at the eastern end of the survey area.  
May 2 - 8 Credo followed by Jilbadji 
Credo is an ex-pastoral station which has a variety of habitats ranging from Eremophila 
and bluebush shrubland to Salmon Gum and Blackbutt woodland, granite outcrops and 
Rowles Lagoon, all of which host a wide variety of bird species. Jilbadji also has a variety 
of habitats ranging from spinifex to shrubland and woodland with Lake Cronin in the 
south. Birds that could be seen include Peregrine Falcon, Blue-breasted Fairy-wren, Shy 
Heathwren, White-eared, Black and Pied Honeyeaters and Gilbert’s Whistler.  
May 16 - 22 - Frank Hann/ Peak Charles followed by Fraser Range
Interesting rock outcrops, many wild flowers after rain and nice campsites.  Twelve raptor 
species, five night bird species  and many different honeyeaters can  be looked for here.  
Fraser Range is an active cattle station where Malleefowl and the eastern subspecies of 

the Western Rosella have been recorded.
For further information contact the Volunteer Coordinators

gww@birdlife.org.au

CROSSWORD NO. 46 
ANSWERS

ACROSS
1 starling, 6 puddle, 8 
embryo, 10 visit, 11 iris, 
12 mask; 13 endeavour, 14 
vulnerable, 17 cheek, 18 odd, 
20 boats, 24 biodiversity, 27 
pellet, 28 disperse.

DOWN
1 systematic, 2 remarkable, 3 
ground, 4 survivor, 5 pests, 7 
disturb, 9 reserve, 15 nod, 16 
east, 19 dove, 21 oriole, 22 
grass, 23 gape, 24 bold, 25 
over, 26 yaps.
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Observatory reports

BROOME BIRD OBSERVATORY

Shorebird 
Capital of 
Australia 

Join our 
courses in 

2021 

Discount prices for BirdLife members: 
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As we write this, a weather system that could make or 
break our year is approaching Broome. Although Broome 
sits in the tropics, has a distinct wet season, and does 
reasonably well (by Australian standards) for annual 
rainfall, almost all of that rainfall usually comes from 
severe weather events between January and March. We 
don’t get a downpour every afternoon. This makes things 
unpredictable, and there’s palpable excitement as systems 
approach. If we hit the sweet spot of a tropical low, a vast 
area of Roebuck Plains may go underwater, and waterbirds 
arrive in their thousands to breed. This happened in 2018. 
If the systems keep missing us, the very lakes themselves 
may be dry by mid-year. That happened in 2019. 

So far at least, things are looking good. We’ve had a head 
start from some early rain in November and December, 
and at least a thousand Magpie Geese have bet their 
breeding success on moving into the region; these birds 
can be absent in dry years. The plains are alive with 
grasshoppers, and thousands of Oriental Pratincoles and 
White-winged Black Terns are here to take advantage. A 
young Peregrine Falcon has been seen honing its hunting 
skills on the massed ranks of pratincoles. 

The last quarter has seen some 
sensational birding in the north-
west. Late November 2020 brought the annual shorebird 
counts of Eighty-mile Beach and Roebuck Bay. Among the 
usual throngs of waders roosting on Eighty-mile were a 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper and Nordmann’s Greenshank. 
Somewhat unusually for these counts, in which teams 
are battling the clock to count tens of thousands of birds 
before they disappear with the outgoing tide, each of 
us had enough time spare to see both these rarities for 
ourselves. The Nordmann’s Greenshank limping to the 
front edge of its roosting flock on the final day was an 
especially memorable moment. Amazingly, a second 
Nordmann’s was found at Bush Point merely three days 
later: the first for Broome, taking our proud all-time 
shorebird tally to 56 species. How do we know it was a 
different individual? It would be an unlikely trip to make 
given the Eighty-mile bird seemed to move within the 
same 10 km stretch during the three days we were there. 
Perhaps more convincing was that this one didn’t have a 
limp. 

Not long after the counts were done, BBO wardens 
wrapped things up for 2020 and set off for a welcome 

break. No sooner had we left and reports of some 
remarkable finds were coming in from the local 
birders. Low pressure systems brought their usual 
House Swifts and swiftlets. Birders chanced on the 
Broome Turf Club, close to the lighthouse at the tip 
of the Broome Peninsula, and thought it might be 
worth a look for migrants caught in a storm. By the 
next day it had turned up an Eye-browed Thrush, 
Grey Wagtail, and the scattered remains of the first 
Schrenck’s Bittern identified on mainland Australia. 
Just as exciting for many was the appearance in 
late December of up to 54 Gouldian Finches, in 
the woodland north of Barred Creek on the lower 
Dampier Peninsula. Although regular further north, 
this was only the second time the species has 
been confirmed in our area. These stunning birds 
continued to be seen in the area for at least a week, 
and may still be out there! 

It’s now that time of year when Roebuck Bay’s 
shorebirds start changing colour and piling on fuel 
in preparation for their long northward breeding 
migrations. We expect the first departures, of Far 
Eastern Curlew and Greater Sand Plover, to begin 
early March, and visible migration should continue 
until mid-May. We can’t wait to share the spectacle 
with Wave the Waders Goodbye course guests in 
March and April. Although these courses are booked 
out, there is plenty of availability on our Birds of the 
Broome Region courses, which welcome our waders 
back to the bay in September and October. Get in 
touch to secure your place. 

In another exciting development, work on our new 
Clive Minton Discovery Centre continues apace. 
Building works and graphic design are close to 
completion, and murals of our iconic landscapes 
are already in place. We look forward to opening 
the centre this year. When exactly depends on how 
soon contractors can reach our site. Like so much in 
Broome, it’s at the mercy of the flooding rains. 

Nyil Khwaja | Warden BBO 
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November 2020 to January 2021
While the rest of the world may have been isolating, 
bunkering down and in quarantine, the birds of Eyre have 
taken no notice and continue to flitter about their daily 
business. Oh, to be a bird .... This summer has been made 
extra special by the high number of guests visiting EBO 
to escape “reality” and enjoy sitting at peace amongst the 
birds, a welcome distraction from the current woes of the 
world.  

Early November produced the highest counts and diversity 
of shorebirds, with annual migratory species boosting 
numbers. Highlights included Eastern Curlew, Greater 
and Lesser Sand Plover and Pacific Golden Plover. The 
greatest species diversity of the summer was recorded in 
November with 88 species observed. Species numbers for 
December and January (at time of writing) were 79 and 74 
respectively.  

Whilst birding at EBO is certainly about counts, numbers, 
averages and statistics, it is so much more than that! 
It is about the moments when the birds make us stop, 
stare, laugh and wonder. It is about the impressions they 
leave on our visitors, taking away with them a little more 
love for our natural surroundings. The Major Mitchell’s 
Cockatoos are of course a highlight for many. They have 
been regular visitors over the summer, waking us most 
morning between five and seven with their incessant 
calling and chatter, returning for a dinner time show at 
7.30 pm. One morning, we were to find every visitor 
sleepily standing on the verandah at sunrise, laughing 
at the cockatoo’s antics, despite the unwelcome early 
awakening. The largest group seen at one time was 36 
individuals visiting the bird bath one morning when it 
was thirty degrees at 6.00 am. Late November brought 
excitement, watching our Major Mitchell’s chicks poking 
their heads out and balancing precariously at the entrance 
of their nesting box north of the observatory. After ten 
days of this behaviour, the chicks flew from the nest.  

Participants on the annual bird studies course found a 
miniscule baby Weebill which had fallen from its nest in 
the mallee south east of the observatory. Tegan, leader 
of the course, took charge, instructing us to make a 
temporary shelter for the chick from an old butter tub. 
With our sweetly singing butter tub, we trekked through 
the bush and located the spot where the anxious parents 
were flitting about. Unable to locate the nest, we left the 
chick (which looked close to fledging) in its box wedged in 

the Y of a tree, being attended to by 
its parents. The next morning the tub 
was empty and the Weebills gone.   

The Weebills and Mitchell’s were not the only birds 
creating families over the summer. It has been a privilege 
to watch the Australian Pied Oystercatcher chicks grow 
from scrawny looking chicks to handsome birds over the 
last few months. A number of Red-capped Plovers were 
observed putting on excellent performances of the “broken 
wing trick” in early December. Sure enough, a few weeks 
later we were treated to a display of runners on Kanidal 
beach. Living up to their name, they zoomed all over the 
beach like little cotton wool balls on legs.   

Our weekly visits to observe life at Crystal Ponds 
(occasionally referred to as the Cocklebiddy sewage 
ponds) have not been fruitful. Aside from one Common 
Sandpiper, that appears to be resident king of the pond, 
little activity has been observed. We observed the 
occasional Pacific Black Duck, Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 
and Grey Teal. January was particularly quiet, with even 
our reliable sandpiper having departed for a better life 
(perhaps realising Twilight Cove down the road provides 
superior living standards).  

A short trip up the Cocklebiddy-Rawlinna road in January 
proved a little more successful, with sightings including 
a small flock of Slender-billed Thornbills, numerous 
White-fronted Chats and nineteen Oriental Plovers. We 
were excited to spot a pair of Banded Lapwing with a 
chick in tow on the bluebush plains east of Cocklebiddy. 
A highlight of our weekly trips to Cocklebiddy has been 
seeing a Wedge-tailed Eagle (or ten) every time. Warm 
days bring the magnificent birds to drink and cool down 
at the numerous watering holes around Cocklebiddy. We 
approached a hole last week to see one, two, three eagles 
startle and take-off for the sky, followed by four, five and 
six! African game parks may have the “big five”, but here 
at EBO we are always excited to spot our “big three” 
(‘Wedgie’, bustard and Emu) all on one day.  

Hot days at the observatory also bring birds of prey to 
drink at the baths. April was surprised one day to open 
the kitchen door and find a Brown Goshawk sitting on the 
doorstep as though waiting to come inside! Not the only 
one to enjoy time spent on the verandah, Aidan came 
home one day to see thirty-six Welcome Swallows perched 
on the dinner table, apparently waiting for us to bring out 
their supper!  

Nankeen Kestrel. Photo by Aidan Williams

Blue-breasted Fairy-wren. Photo by Aidan Williams
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Banding was conducted over the season when spare 
time coincided with suitable weather (i.e. not very 
often!). Aidan enjoyed opening a net or two when guests 
expressed interest in watching and learning. Nine year 
old Jake, who visited EBO with his family, was excellent 
at holding bird bags and took notes on the purpose of 
banding and information recorded from the birds. Jessie 
(10), Ella (7) and Gemma (6) helped with net checks. One 
net round procured eleven first year Spotted Pardalotes, 
a good sign of breeding success. We were thrilled one 
afternoon, whilst sitting quietly in the dunes, to observe a 
Spotted Pardalote in the process of digging its burrow! 

We could write on for pages and pages about the wonders 
of birdlife at EBO, but instead, why not venture down and 
see for yourself? 

April Slater and Aidan Williams 

An outline on the Field Techniques in Bird 
Studies course at Eyre Bird Observatory 
After driving for twelve hours through any country, the 
landscape is bound to change. This was certainly true for 
the area surrounding the Eyre Bird Observatory, with the 
banksia woodland of Perth, the drier eucalypt woodlands 
of inland Australia, and the flat plains of the Nullarbor now 
replaced by the thick, low-lying mallee among sand dunes 
that is characteristic of the Nuytsland Nature Reserve. 

Most of the group spent their first days at the observatory 
watching and familiarising themselves with the newly seen 
species that inhabited the area around the observatory. 
There are many birds here that are not found in Perth; one 
of the favourites is the beautiful Major Mitchell’s Cockatoo 
Lophochroa leadbeateri, or Sunset Cockatoo as some of 
us like to call it (pictured). Our first activities involved 
trapping and banding birds using mist nets, allowing the 
group to observe some of the smaller species up close, 

such as White-eared Honeyeater and Blue-breasted Fairy-
wren. One of the highlights of our morning was the re-
capture of a White-browed Scrubwren which, upon closer 
examination of the band, was first captured around 14 
years ago! 

The caretakers of the observatory were kind enough 
to guide the group around the neighbourhood to areas 
like Twilight Cove and Burnabbie Station, where several 
different species were sighted. Inland woodlands provided 
species such as Western Yellow Robin and White-fronted 
Honeyeater, while surveys along the beach reported a 
variety of shorebird species including Common Sandpiper 
and Ruddy Turnstone. 

Later on, our studies continued through various methods 
of surveying the birdlife in the area, such as point-
counts and territory mapping. Each one of these survey 
methods demonstrated a particular set of strengths 
and weaknesses, which allowed them to be used 
interchangeably depending on the survey area and the 
desired outcome. At the end of the course, our data 
was compiled which allowed the group to gain a clearer 
picture of which species exist around the observatory, 
and how they inhabit and move throughout the area. Our 
survey and banding data were also added to the extensive 
collection of existing records from the observatory.  

I had a fantastic time during the course and would 
certainly recommend it to those with an interest in 
researching our native birdlife. I would particularly like to 
thank the BirdLife WA Executive Committee and BirdLife 
members for this opportunity, as well as the course 
coordinators and the caretakers at the observatory who did 
an outstanding job looking after us all. 

Nathan Yaschenko

Calendar of events
Sun 7 Mar: Bibra Lake, Cockburn

Sat 13 Mar: Herdsman Lake, Stirling

Thur 18 Mar: Blackwall Reach, Bicton

Sat 20 Mar: Lake Gwelup, Stirling

Sat 27 Mar: Wellard Wetlands, Baldivis

Mon 28 Mar: Great Cocky Count, SW WA

Mon 29 Mar: BirdLife WA General Meeting, Floreat

Fri 2 - Mon 5 Apr: Albany Easter Campout

Sat 3 Apr: Lake Coogee, Munster

Sun 11 Apr: Ellis Brook, Martin

Thur 15 Apr: Tomato lake, Kewdale

Sun 18 Apr: Ashfield Flats, Bassendean

Mon 18 Apr: BirdLife WA General Meeting, Floreat

Sat 24 Apr: Woodman Point - Jaeger watch

Sat 24 - Mon 26 Apr: Margaret River Campout

Sun 2 May: Ray Marshal Park, Vivash

Sat 8 May: Bannister Creek, Lynwood

Sat 15 May: lake Goolellal, kingsley

Thur 20 May: Lake Monger

Sat 23 May: Manning Lake, Spearwood

Mon 24 May: BirdLife WA General Meeting, Floreat

Sat 29 May: Victoria Reservoir, Canning Mills

Sat 5 Jun: Flynn Road, Mundaring

Thur 10 Jun: Baigup Wetlands, Bayswater

Sun 13 Jun: Tom Bateman Reserve, Thornlie

Sat 19 Jun: Beenyup Swamp, Woodvale

Sat 26 Jun: Wungong Gorge

Sat 3 - Fri 9 Jul: Kununurra Campout
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Shoot stunning bird images from 
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Major Mitchell's Cockatoo; Sunset at Eyre Observatory, 
p53. Photo by Nathan Yaschenko

Out in the field

Whiteman Park Excursion, p 46. Photo by Penny Lee

Flowers and Feathers Community sculpture 
Project at the Esperance Wildflower Festival 
depicting a male Australasian Bittern, with 
(L to R) Plaxy Barratt (BirdLife WA), one of 
the artists, Mylene (Milly) van Heijster, Robyn 
Cail (Project Facilitator, ETNTAC), and Jane 
Mulcock (Esperance Community Arts). P 21.
Lead Artists Mylene van Heijster and Naomi 
Stanitzki assisted by Melodie Reynolds-Diarra 
and Jennell Reynolds. Soundscape created by 
Perdita Phillips using recordings from BirdLife 
WA. 
Photographer unknown  
ETNTAC is Esperance Tjaltjraak Native Title 
Aboriginal Corporation


