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Front cover: Western Spinebill, photo by David Free

From the field

Volunteers help plant Black-Cockatoo food plants to convert 
a paddock into cockatoo habitat at a property in Coolup in 
July 2020, p 10, photo by Vicki Stokes

Black-shouldered Kite, the 1st record for Lake Claremont, 
photo by David Free

Emus at Twilight Cove, Eyre Observatory, p45,  photo by 
Steve Edwards

Black-faced Woodswallows, Eyre Observatory, p45, photo 
by Steve Edwards

Mistletoebird, p 23, photo by Caroline Mynott Fan-tailed Cuckoo, photo by Brendan Trappe
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Some observations on honeyeater species in five 
Marri habitats in the Darling Range using Birdata
On four of my long-term bird census sites in the Darling 
Range east of Perth, Marri Corymbia calophylla grows 
either alone or with Jarrah Eucalyptus marginata, with 
Flooded Gum E. rudis or with Wandoo E. wandoo, while on 
a fifth site there is Wandoo but no Marri. The Marri/Flooded 
Gum site (MFG) is a 400m section along the Helena River, 
which has diverse mid- and ground-layers of vegetation, 
including numerous exotics. The Marri (M), Marri/Wandoo 
(MW) and Wandoo (W) sites are on the adjoining Wren 
Study Area (Brooker 2001) on the Darling Range scarp 
where there is near pristine heath under the tree species. 
The Marri/Jarrah site (MJ) is about 2 km south of them 
on the top of the range. This site has a relatively sparse 
understory, probably due to frequent controlled burns. 
While the sites with Marri were more or less true to form, 
all had some Wandoo nearby and the Wandoo site had 
Marri nearby.

Honeyeaters were chosen to compare these sites because, 
as a group, they were most likely to provide reliable 
presence-absence data, being noisy, active and high 
foragers. The Marri/Jarrah site was censused by walking 
a set 2 km route along existing tracks. It took around 
30 minutes to complete. The other four were originally 
BirdLife Atlas sites (2 ha, 20 minute), some of which have 
been censused since 1999. Observations here include 
only the five year period 2015-2019, so that all sites were 
comparable in that they had remained unburnt for at least 
three years. Censuses were carried out in January, April, 
July and October to approximate the four seasons.

Data for eight species are shown in the figures. Not 
included was the Western Wattlebird which was seen 
only once on the Marri/Jarrah site in January. Brown-
headed and Yellow-plumed Honeyeaters were recorded 
occasionally near the sites but never on them. There has 
been only one record for Yellow-throated Miner since 1984. 
In the figures, for each month, the width of each colour 
indicates the number of surveys in which the species 
was recorded in the five years 2015-2019; e.g. Brown 
Honeyeater in Wandoo (blue) was recorded on two surveys 
in January and on each of the five surveys in April, July 
and October.

In none of the five habitat types were all eight species 
recorded; the richest being Marri/Flooded Gum with seven 
species of honeyeater. It also had the highest total bird 
species count of 58. Each species showed many differences 
between sites and between seasons, even for the four sites 
that were within 800 m of each other. Most of the species 
were not seen very often in January, showed patchy 
distributions in April, and were widespread on most sites in 
July and October. 

Brown Honeyeater was the only species found in all 
five habitats. It was infrequently recorded in all sites in 
January, was absent from Marri/Flooded Gum and Marri/
Jarrah in April and appeared to be abundant in July and 
October. 

Gilbert’s Honeyeater showed a marked preference for 
the Marri/Flooded Gum site with only three records in the 
other four sites. 

New Holland Honeyeater was not seen at all on the 
Marri/Jarrah site, even when it occurred in adjacent 
suburbia, and was not seen on any sites in January. There 
has never been a record for this species on the Wandoo 
site even from records going back to 1984.

Red Wattlebird was found on the Marri/Flooded Gum and 
Marri/Jarrah sites but never frequently. Like New Holland 
Honeyeater, it was common in adjoining suburbia. 

Singing Honeyeater was recorded on every visit, but 
only in the Marri/Flooded Gum site during the survey 
period. In older observations for the Marri and Wandoo 
sites as far back as 1999, there were no records for this 
species and only nine records for the Marri/Wandoo site 
which is only 300 m from the Helena River. I have no 
records from the Marri/Jarrah site where it occurred in 
adjacent suburbia. I find this surprising for a species that 
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Some observations on honeyeater species in five Marri habitats 
in the Darling Range using Birdata, ctd
has one of the widest distributions of any honeyeater in 
Australia the vegetation of the four sites where it was 
absent, was more pristine than that along the river.

In four of the sites, the patterns for White-cheeked and 
Tawny-crowned Honeyeaters were the opposite of 
that recorded for Singing Honeyeater; i.e. there were no 
records ever for Marri/Flooded Gum but frequent records 
for Marri, Marri/Wandoo and Wandoo. Neither species has 
ever been recorded on the Marri/Jarrah site. 

The results for Tawny-crowned Honeyeater suggest it is 
a regular migrant to the Marri, Marri/Wandoo and Wandoo 
sites in July and October.

The Western Spinebill was recorded most often on 
the Marri/Jarrah site with no records for Marri/Flooded 
Gum and only occasional records for the Marri, Marri/
Wandoo and Wandoo sites. The apparent preference by 
Western Spinebills for Marri/Jarrah could be due to lower 
competition there from other honeyeater species, but this 
was the only site where Adenanthos barbiger was common 
a species with a long flowering season, and which appears 
to be a favourite nectar source for spinebills.

Do the figures tell us something about the honeyeaters’ 
biology and conservation status? The presence of Marri 
does not appear to be an important determinant of 
the composition of the honeyeater guild in this area. 
The colour patterns in the figures for White-cheeked 
Honeyeater and Tawny-crowned Honeyeater appear to be 
related to the areas of near pristine heath (M, MW and 
W) rather than the tree species. Likewise, the figures 
for Gilbert’s Honeyeater and Red Wattlebird are similar 
in colour and shape, but there seems to be no ready 
explanation for this association.

The pattern for Tawny-crowned Honeyeater appears to 
be different to that previously reported (Brooker 2001). 
In this study they were absent in January and numerous 
only in October whereas previously (1984-1998) they were 
found throughout the year. This could have been due to 
a changed fire regime, as the area had several wildfires 
in the 1980s and 1990s but has remained unburnt since 
2007.

Perhaps there are other observers with 2 ha, 20 minute 
data that could add to my brief results and explain where 
most honeyeaters go to in summer, and whether Tawny-
crowned numbers are declining or not.

Michael Brooker

Reference

Brooker, M. (2001). Birds of Gooseberry Hill. Western 
Australian Naturalist 23: 62-106.

Singing Honeyeater, photo by David Free
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Letters to the Editors

CORRIGENDA: WABN 174
There was an error in the bottom line of the table of counts for the Great Cocky Count on page 12 of issue 174 of WABN. 
The total for white-tails is in the location column, and the total for red-tails is repeated in the white-tail and red-tail 
column. The correct total for white-tails is 6453 and for red-tails 324.

Also, on the next page the columns in the table for the breeding surveys are mixed up, with nests surveyed and occupied 
being the wrong way around. The table should have been as follows:

Location Nests surveyed Nests occupied % occupied

Piawaning 6 5 83%

Tenterden 5 4 80%

Mundaring 12 9 75%

Calingiri 4 3 75%

Joondalup 11 8 73%

Mount Lesueur 12 7 58%

Stirling Range 6 3 50%

Mogumber 23 11 48%

Moora 52 22 42%

Ravensthorpe 179 74 41%

Borden 79 14 18%

We apologise for any inconvenience this may have caused.

Corrigenda

Birdlife WA Finances Addendum

I was concerned when I saw that the financial statements 
at the February 2020 BWA AGM did not include the BAWA 
Inc investments as mandated by the Branch Working 
Arrangements - BWA Finances Addendum (included 
below). I pointed this out to the BWA Executive Committee 
and they were unaware of the Addendum, and so I assume 
that most BWA members are also unaware. So this is a 
little history leading up to the Addendum, and the reasons 
why it is important.

In the late 1990s the Western Australian Group of 
Birds Australia became incorporated which enabled the 
organisation to apply for grants that were only available 
to WA incorporated bodies and to ensure the security of 
the Group’s funds.  A member of BAWA Inc was defined 
as any member of BAWA which was defined as any Birds 
Australia member residing in Western Australia. The 
Western Australian Group was in almost every respect 
BAWA Inc. There were no BAWA financial accounts or 
bank accounts. This meant that our funds were separate 
from Birds Australia. But it had some disadvantages, for 
example BAWA Inc had to manage program staff salaries 
and we needed to organise and pay for the annual audit 
(sometimes as much as $2000). 

The funds were in the order of $100 000 at the time. 
Later on when safety became an important issue, it was 
apparent that BAWA Inc wasn't (and could not be) covered 
by the national insurance. So BAWA financial accounts 
and bank accounts were created, and all activities were 
conducted under the auspices of BAWA so they were 
covered by the insurance, although most of the funds 
still resided in BAWA Inc. They were transferred to BAWA 
as required. There were separate BAWA and BAWA Inc 
Executive Committees, although in practice these were 
almost the same. Messy but manageable. It was in this 

period that I became BAWA Treasurer. These funds grew 
due to a number of factors, not related to this discussion. 
They had reached about $360 000 when Birds Australia 
merged with BOCA to become BirdLife Australia and we 
became BirdLife Western Australia (BWA). This merger 
had the consequence that BAWA would no longer exist, 
and therefore BAWA Inc would have no members. We 
had a vote at the following AGM to dissolve BAWA Inc, 
which was possible because the national board approved 
a special resolution until the end of April that BirdLife 
Australia members were also Birds Australia members. 
The resolution needed a 75% vote for BAWA Inc to be 
dissolved and the resolution only got 67%. The 67% 
support meant that the BAWA Inc funds were transferred 
to BWA, and that BAWA Inc continued to exist in name 
only.

I drafted the Addendum which was agreed to by the BWA 
EC, the BirdLife Board and by a special resolution at a BWA 
Special General Meeting. The Addendum was subsequently 
amended about a year before I resigned as BWA Treasurer. 
The main change was the abolition of the BWA Finance 
Committee which had never been established. The other 
change was that it specified that the BAWA Inc income 
was to be reinvested. I subsequently proposed a motion 
to the BWA EC which was passed to treat all long term 
investments as BAWA Inc Investments to simplify the 
accounts and to protect these funds. At the time that I 
resigned as BWA Treasurer, the BAWA Inc Investments 
stood at $664 790.71.

So what does the Addendum do? First, the BAWA Inc 
Investments must be reported separately in the BWA 
accounts. This means one account in the Balance Sheet 
for the balance, and one account in the Profit & Loss 
Statement for the income. There is also an Equity account 
in the Balance Sheet for the Unrealised Gain/Loss on 
Investments. These existed when I resigned as the BWA 
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Letters to the Editors. ctd

Treasurer. Second, the income must be reinvested. This 
doesn't mean it can't be spent, but that it becomes part 
of the third and most important condition. Third, the BWA 
EC cannot spend more than either 5% or $20 000 of the 
investment in one financial year unless it gets approval 
of the members. This does not unduly inhibit the plans of 
the BWA EC. Note that most expenditure is for projects, 
and from the normal BWA accounts, which don't affect the 
BAWA Inc investments. The BWA EC should have a budget 
for the AGM, and if the plan is to spend more than this 
limit from the investments, then a special resolution can 
then be put to the AGM for the members to agree. This has 
never been required.

Why was the Addendum needed? And is it still needed? 
First it was to allay the mistrust that some members 
had of the national office. But most importantly it was to 
ensure that the EC cannot spend the money without the 
agreement of the members. This had been proposed at 
one stage, but was voted against by the BAWA EC. This is 
why it is essential that the Addendum is still needed.

The other question that is frequently asked is what are 
the funds for? Early on (when the funds were about 
$100 000) it was thought that the funds could be used to 
buy an office for RAOU (WA) as we were initially before 
we became BAWA. But since then BAWA has moved to 
Peregrine House and as BWA we have employed an Office 
Manager, Program Manager, Bookkeeper, etc and the funds 
are important in generating an income to help cover the 
running costs of the office. 

So definitely not for the purchase of new office space, 
although some funds could probably be used to fit out a 
new office. The investment funds also give BWA a buffer if 
our financial circumstances change drastically. We would 
not need to panic, as we could easily cover our expenses 
for 6 to18 months while we restructured.

Frank O'Connor, Birding WA 
http://birdingwa.iinet.net.au

Editor's Note Frank O’Connor served on the Executive 
Committee at intervals in the last 20 years. During this 
time he was also a most effective Treasurer, managing the 
Branch’s finances efficiently during a time of conservation 
program expansion.

Birdlife WA Finance Addendum

The current BWA Executive Committee (BWA EC) is 
aware of the financial management matters raised by 
Frank and is currently addressing those matters with 
staff in the BirdLife National Office (BNO). We appreciate 
the background information and find that the matters of 
Branch finance raised by Frank are in common with the 
priorities of BWA EC.

The aim of BWA EC is to ensure funding attributable to 
BWA is well managed.  BWA EC has strong governance in 
place including a Finane Committee that has a minimum of 
three EC members, including the Chair, Treasurer and one 
other EC member to advise BWA EC on financial matters.

The BWA EC is developing a longer term strategic and 
finance plan to ensure that funding for BWA is sustainable, 
secure and working hard for WA birds. The final plan will 
be endorsed by the Board of BirdLife Australia and this 
will be the basis for future administration of funds.  BWA 
funds, including all investment and grant funding, are 
invested according to current national investment policies. 
BWA’s portfolio of investments is managed by J B Were 
with the aim of earning a reasonable return over the longer 
term, and cash resources are maintained to fund current 
requirements. All BWA funds are invested and reported 
upon separate to other national funding and investments.  
BWA EC is assured that all current BWA funds are ring-
fenced for expenditure only for WA purposes.  

BWA is itself not a separate legal entity. BWA EC operates 
according to the current Network Governance and Policies.  
This document specifies the roles and delegations to 
BWA EC. One of the delegations is an expenditure limit of 
$15 000. Above this amount, Board approval is required 
ensuring that expenditure is controlled. The EC prepares 
an annual budget for the following calendar year and this 
is submitted to BNO for approval so that the Branch has 
an authorised budget in place for the start of each year. A 
detailed account of financial management arrangements 
for the Branch will be provided at the AGM in February 
2021. Meanwhile, on-going funding allocations for 
staff costs, office rent and other regular expenditure is 
continuing as normal.

Viv Read,
Chair, BWA Executive Committee 
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Observations

This list has been compiled by the WA Records Officer with input from the WA Records Committee. Metropolitan suburbs 
or shires are in parentheses. Please report interesting observations the WA Records Officer, John Graff (wasightings@
birdlife.org.au) or to the BirdLife WA office (9383 7749). Sightings are included on the BirdLife WA sightings page (http://
birdswa.com.au/sightings.htm) as soon as possible, and the most interesting are selected for inclusion in the next WABN.
Includes records received up to and including 12th July. 

Highlights
The most notable record for the quarter was unfortunately a major wreck of Lesser Noddies following the unseasonal 
passage of ex-Tropical Cyclone Mangga, which passed the south-west in late May. Large numbers were observed 
struggling in the strong winds and subsequently wrecked along the west coast from Guilderton to Cape Naturaliste. The 
passage of the storm also brought a handful of Sooty Tern and Common Noddy records, and a subsequent cold front 
a few days later resulted in several Southern Fulmars found beachwashed but alive, including one some way inland at 
Atwell. Seawatches in June at Cape Naturaliste produced several records of White-headed Petrel, higher than usual Cape 
and Soft-plumaged Petrel numbers, and a distant royal albatross which unfortunately could not be identified as Northern 
or Southern with certainty.

On land, there was also a significant influx of bushbirds, particularly honeyeaters, into the metropolitan area during 
autumn and winter, including Western Spinebills, Gilbert’s Honeyeaters, and Yellow-plumed Honeyeaters, all of which 
are generally scarce to rare visitors to most sites on the coastal plain near Perth. Spotted Pardalotes are regular post-
breeding visitors to the coastal plain in autumn-winter, but the numbers this year were also exceptional, with high 
numbers recorded at ‘usual’ sites, and birds recorded almost anywhere near Perth with eucalypts, including small parks 
and street trees. There was also some evidence of higher than usual numbers of other species such as Western Gerygone 
and Mistletoebird. It is suspected that this is attributable to a shortage of food resources in the forests east of the Darling 
Scarp, with John Darnell reporting a marked decline in many species at his study site off Brookton Highway about 30 km 
east of the scarp (for example, a marked absence of Yellow-plumed Honeyeaters).

Travel restrictions due to the Covid-19 situation likely reduced the number of reports from regional WA, but two House 
Swift records from the Kimberley were notable, particularly in late May. Both records occurred during and after unsettled 
weather associated with the passage of ex-Tropical Cyclone Mangga.

Late update
As this report was being prepared, a MANX SHEARWATER was reported offshore from Perth, which would represent a first 
record for waters off Western Australia – full details to be included in WABN 176.

METROPOLITAN (UBD Street 
Directory)
Southern Giant-Petrel (white morph) 

– 1 beachwashed, taken into care 
but later died, 24/06/20, Burns 
Beach (Burns Beach) – via FiO 
(white morph rarely reported in WA; 
photographs)

Southern Fulmar – 1 found alive, 
28/05/20, Mandurah area 
(Mandurah) – via FiO * 1 found 
alive, 29/05/20, garden (Atwell) – 
via FiO * 1 found alive, 31/05/20, 
Ocean Reef (Ocean Reef) – via FiO 
(rare in Western Australia; small 
wreck; photographs)

Sooty Shearwater – 1, 06/05/20, Point 
Peron (Peron) – SF et al. (scarce 
visitor to WA waters)

Streaked Shearwater – 2, 25/05/20, 
Point Peron (Peron) – MN (rarely 
reported this far south)

Royal Spoonbill – 1 in breeding 
plumage, 08/05/20, Mandurah Quay 
(Erskine) – KG * 1, 09/05/20, Len 
Howard Reserve (Erskine) – MN 
(rare in south-west; photographs)

Plumed [Intermediate] Egret – 1, 20-
30/06/20, Loch McNess, Yanchep NP 
(Yanchep) – MG & TB (rare in south-
western Australia)

Masked Lapwing – 2 ssp. 
novaehollandiae, 05/05/20; 

25/05/20; 30/06/20, Loch McNess, 
Yanchep NP (Yanchep) – MG (rare 
but increasing in Perth area; likely 
same pair recorded for several years 
at Yanchep NP)

Brown [Common] Noddy – 2-3, 
05/05/20; 8, 25/05/20, North Mole 
(North Fremantle) – DM, BR et 
al. * 1, 06/05/20; 20, 25/05/20, 
Pinnaroo Point (Hillarys) – DM, NH 
et al. * 3, 06/05/20, Hillarys Boat 
Harbour (Hillarys) – DM (uncommon 
this far south)

Lesser Noddy – 5, 06/05/20; 8+, 
25/05/20, 5; 26/05/20, Point 
Peron (Peron) – KH, MN et al. * 1, 
06/05/20, Pinnaroo Point (Hillarys) 
– DM * 2, 06/05/20; 15, 25/05/20 
Hillarys Boat Harbour (Hillarys) 
– DM, BH et al. * 29, 25/05/20, 
North Mole (North Fremantle) * 
15, 25/05/20, Woodman Point 
(Munster) – CG * 2, 25/05/20; 2 
dead, 26/05/20, Two Rocks Marina 
(Two Rocks) – LeS * 30+ dead, 
26/05/20, Tern Island (Rockingham) 
– HT * 1 dead, 26/05/20, Rosslare 
Park (Mindarie) – LeS * 1 dead, 
26/05/20, Burns Beach Rd 
(Iluka) – PB * 2 dead, 27/05/20, 
South Beach (Fremantle) – MB 
* 1 dead, 30/05/20, Rotary Park 
(Rockingham) – MN (rarely reported 
this far south; major wreck following 
passage of ex-Tropical Cyclone 
Mangga; photographs of many 

records)

Sooty Tern – 1, 06/05/20, Pinnaroo 
Point (Hillarys) – DM * 4, 
25/05/20, Point Peron (Peron) – MN 
(uncommon this far south, rarely 
reported onshore) 

Little Tern – 1, 18/04/20, Lake 
Walyungup (Walyungup) – MN (rare 
visitor to the south-west)

Pied Honeyeater – 1 male, 09/05/20, 
Wanjeep Street (Coodanup) – 
MN * 2, 06/06/20, Flynn Road 
(Mundaring) – FO et al. (rare visitor 
to the metropolitan area; south-
west of usual range)

Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater – 1, 
26/04/20, Paganoni Swamp (Golden 
Bay) – MN (south-west of usual 
range)

The following species were also 
observed in unusual numbers on 
the coastal plain in the metropolitan 
area. The number of records for 
each are too numerous to list 
individually; refer to the sightings 
page and eBird database for other 
reports.

Gilbert’s Honeyeater – small numbers 
at numerous locations on coastal 
plain in Perth area from May to July.

Western Spinebill – small numbers at 
numerous locations on the coastal 
plain in Perth area from March to 
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June.

Yellow-plumed Honeyeater – small 
numbers at numerous locations on 
coastal plain in Perth area from April 
to June.

Spotted Pardalote – exceptional 
numbers across many sites on 
coastal plain in Perth area from April 
to July.

SOUTH WEST (Shark Bay to 
Cape Arid)
Spotted Nightjar – 1, 07/04/20, 

Yalgorup NP (Waroona) – GH (rarely 
reported near the west coast in this 
region)

Australian Bustard – 2, 25/02/20, 
Youngs Siding (Albany) – NG * 
1, 17/04/20, 7km east of Youngs 
Siding (Albany) – JKA (rare visitor to 
the far south-west)

ROYAL ALBATROSS sp. – 1 suspected 
Northern, 29/06/20, Cape 
Naturaliste (Busselton) – PvD, JG 
et al. (very rarely reported in WA 
waters)

Grey-headed Albatross – 1 adult 
dead, 30/05/20, Dalyellup Surf 
Club (Bunbury) – HR (beachwashed 
adults scarce; photographs)

Southern Fulmar – 1, 14/06/20, 
offshore Augusta (Augusta-Margaret 
River) – MY (rare in Western 
Australia; photographs) 

Cape Petrel – 15 in 7hrs, 29/06/20, 
Cape Naturaliste (Busselton) – DM, 
PvD et al. (high count in recent 
years)

Soft-plumaged Petrel – 1,180 in 8hrs, 
17/06/20; 330 in 5hrs, 23/06/20; 
600 in 2.5hrs, 28/06/20; 700 in 
7hrs, 29/06/20, Cape Naturaliste 
(Busselton) – DM, SF et al. (high 
counts) 

White-headed Petrel – 2, 17/06/20; 
1, 23/06/20; 6, 28/06/20, Cape 
Naturaliste (Busselton) – DM, SF et 
al. (few recent ‘at-sea’ records off 
WA; photographs)

Sooty Shearwater – 1, 17/06/20; 
1, 23/06/20, Cape Naturaliste 
(Busselton) – DM, SF et al. (scarce 
visitor to WA waters)

Lesser Noddy – 56+, 25/05/20, Cape 
Naturaliste (Busselton) – DM, PB et 
al. * 9, 25/05/20, Guilderton Beach 
(Gingin) – GG * 1-2, 25/05/20, 
Canal Rocks (Busselton) – DM, 
PB et al. * 1 dead, 25/05/20, 
Geographe Beach (Busselton) – RH 
* 1 dead, 25/05/20, Busselton 
Jetty (Busselton) – RH * 1 dead, 

27/05/20, beach (Bunbury) – DC 
(rarely reported this far south; 
major wreck following passage 
of ex-Tropical Cyclone Mangga; 
photographs of many records) 

Sooty Tern – 1, 25/05/20, Guilderton 
Beach (Gingin) – GG (uncommon 
this far south, rarely reported 
onshore; photographs)

KIMBERLEY 
HOUSE SWIFT – 2, 26/05/20, Broome 

Port (Broome) – JW * 1, 31/05/20, 
Derby Jetty (Derby-West Kimberley) 
– NJ (rare migrant to WA; subject to 
BARC acceptance; photographs of 
Broome record)

Pale-vented Bush-hen – 1, 
13/05/20; 1, 15/05/20, Silent 
Grove Campground (Derby-West 
Kimberley) – AB & NJ (rarely 
reported in Western Australia)

White-browed Woodswallow – 2, 
12/06/20, Tanami Road (Wyndham-
East Kimberley) – NB (scarce visitor 
to the Kimberley; photographs)

CHRISTMAS ISLAND
Rosy Starling – 1, 25/05/20, 

Settlement – RS (vagrant to 
Australian territory; subject to BARC 
acceptance)

OBSERVERS
AB = Adrian Boyle
BH = Benjamin Hicks
BR = Bill Rutherford
CG = Carl Gosper
DC = Don Carlson
DM = Dan Mantle
FiO = Fiona O’Sullivan
FO = Frank O’Connor
GG = Geoffrey Groom

GH = Greg Harewood
HR = Holly Raudino
HT = Heather Thorning
JG = John Graff
JKA = John & Kirsty 
Anderson
JW = John Williams
KG = Ken Glasson
KH = Kirsty Heiner

LeS = Leanne Scaddan
MB = Mark Binns
MG = Martin Greenwood
MN = Mark Newman
MY = Machi Yoshida
NB = Nathan Beerkens
NG = Nicky Gill
NH = Nick Hart
NJ = Nigel Jackett

PB = Plaxy Barratt
PvD = Pieter van Dam
RH = Roslyn Hanlon
RS = Roslyn Stephenson
SF = Stewart Ford
TB = Terry Booth

Obituary
Mavis Norgard  1926 - 11 May 2020

Long standing readers will be saddened to hear of the passing of Mavis Norgard 
on the 11th May 2020 at 94 years of age. Mavis became a member of the RAOU 
in 1990 and was a regular contributor to WABN, often submitting interesting 
photographs and snippets of information of what she was seeing locally in 
Dalyellup where she had moved to in recent years. When I started birding I was 
very fortunate to have excellent birders helping me in the early stages and one 
of them was Mavis. Not only was she a very good photographer in the pre-digital 
age, but she also had an extensive knowledge of where and when to find birds 
in different areas. I was lucky enough to combine holidays from work with trips 
that she organised to Northern Territory (Alice Springs and Darwin). I also joined 
a trip she arranged to Cairns, Daintree and the Atherton region, to O’Reillys near 
Brisbane and also to Tasmania. She encouraged me to go to Lord Howe Island 
and she sponsored me to do a trip with Klaus (can’t remember his surname) in 
Queensland and I subsequently did several trips with Kirrimar Tours. This was in 
early 2000.
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Mavis met many people on birding trips and was friends with several of them for life. She enjoyed travelling and did 
trips to America where she had family and friends. Mavis had a programme where she would bird at certain times of the 
year. February was Rottnest wader bird count with Colin Davis, September was Broome Bird Observatory, October would 
be Dryandra and an overnight stay in Katanning so we could do a very early morning walk at Woodanilling Golf Course. 
William Bay was visited a little later in the year where she stayed at a friend’s cottage in the forest and photographed the 
local birds and plants. In between would be other exciting tours.

Not only did she have good birding skills, but she had great plant knowledge too. Her daughter Lyn and she did a 
botanical course at Canning College. She knew where unusual orchids could be found and what they were when we did 
find them. Mavis was happy to show her slides for education and interest. They were of high quality and she was very 
generous with donating them to BBO, BirdLife WA and I think EBO photography libraries too. She was invited to be guest 
speaker when we were in Hobart in December 2004 and also to our monthly meetings occasionally in Perth. Mavis was 
one of the group of tea ladies at the monthly meetings too.

Not only was Mavis a good birder, very patient and an organised photographer, but she could cook also, yummy cakes 
and biscuits and she could cater to the last mouthful of food on a trip. She was very happy to share her knowledge and 
all she asked was that you passed it on to new birders. Her gardens in Mt Pleasant and Dalyellup were also of great 
pleasure to her and she grew Sunflowers to encourage Red-capped Parrots who were being ousted by Rainbow Lorikeets.

Even when she left her home in Mt Pleasant and moved to Dalyellup near her daughter, she still took great interest in the 
plants and birds in the area. She documented Yellow-billed Spoonbills breeding in the area and also took great interest 
in Regent Parrots, the timing of their visits to the area and what food attracted them. She became competent on the 
computer so she could stay in touch with friends and family round the world. She also mastered digital photography but 
not to the same extent as her non digital photography. 

Claire Gerrish
Mavis’ daughter, Lyn said, “She was a self-taught photographer who used a Pentax SLR and when her hands were not 
able to hold a heavy camera, a little Canon Powershot SX260. She was an enthusiastic bird watcher for many years and 
a member and supporter of BirdLife (Birds Australia) for many years. She enjoyed her volunteer work at Perry Lakes 
and read her BirdLife magazines to her last breath. Hopefully she is flying free with her beloved birds in the wild blue 
yonder.”

ALCOA COMMUNITY COCKATOO RECOVERY PROJECT 
With the support of the Alcoa Foundation and Alcoa of 
Australia, BirdLife and project partners including Alcoa 
(Wagerup Refinery), Peel Harvey Catchment Council, the 
Harvey River Restoration Taskforce, numerous private 
property owners and community volunteers were busy 
over winter planting 12,500 plants that will provide food 
species for Black-Cockatoos into the future.

The planting was strategic, focusing on connecting habitat 
on the southern Swan Coastal Plain between reserves 
(Nine Mile Lake, Buller and Lowlands) and the scarp, where 
significant habitat has been lost due to land clearing. 
Species were planted to accommodate all three species 
of Black-Cockatoo, and included Marri, Jarrah, Sheoak, 

Wandoo, and local banksia and hakea species. Planting 
happened across sites at Yarloop, Coolup and West Coolup, 
Keralup, North Dandalup and Mardella. At a site in Yarloop, 
we were visited daily by a small group of Red-tailed Black-
Cockatoos and were happy to be adding much more food 
for them across the 8ha site. With all the recent rain, the 
seedlings will have a good start to getting established.

Many thanks to all our project partners, the land holders 
that are so passionate about conserving Black-Cockatoos 
and the environment in general and the volunteers that 
helped us to successfully get all the plants in the ground. 
Many thanks also to Trillion Trees and Natural Area 
Management for the high quality seedlings.

If you would like to help out by planting food species for Black-Cockatoos in your backyard, please visit: http://www.
birdlife.org.au/projects/southwest-black-cockatoo-recovery/%20choose-for-black-cockatoos-planting-initiative

BIRDS IN THE LANDSCAPE
Earlier this year, Pemberton resident and birdlife member, 
Rose Ferrell, began an initiative she calls ‘Birds in the 
Landscape’ in her local area. The initiative sees Rose (and 
incidentally on occasion, partner and birdwatching tour 
guide, Peter Taylor) offering free bird surveys on local 
private properties. From birds in backyards, to lifestyle 
blocks, accommodation businesses or serious agricultural 
concerns, Rose offers to visit and complete a bird survey, 
promising up to two hours of time (though she expects to 
spend more, depending upon the circumstances of the visit 
and the restraints of a working business). Rose promises to 
forward an electronic copy of the birdlist to the landowner 
by email within a week of doing the survey. This gives her 
time to record data, collate the list, and choose any photos 

which may be suitable to send on. During this time the list 
will be entered into Birdata too. The landowner will be free 
to use the birdlist and photos as they wish, as a record of 
the features of their property or for commercial purposes, 
such as on a website. The data recorded adds to the 
growing knowledge of where birds are and how they are 
faring in times of change.

Rose, who began birding in 2006, has been involved in 
completing bird surveys in the community across Western 
Australia (often with Peter Taylor) for over a decade, 
for bodies including the Department of Biodiversity, 
Conservation and Attractions, BirdLife Australia, Green 
Skills Denmark, and other land management and 
conservation groups. Rose’s knowledge of the birds of the 

BirdLife WA Conservation Program
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South West is solid and based on experience. 

The initiative was seen as a way Rose can engage with 
locals about climate change and bird conservation. 
Landowners’ responses to birds in the environment can be 
mixed, particularly where orchardists believe Silvereyes, 
parrots and black cockatoos are damaging their fruit, 
and Wedge-tailed Eagles take their young lambs. And a 
proportion of landowners, though responsible under law 
to protect the remnant bush on their properties, fail to do 
so. This means that many birds that could find shelter and 
sustenance in a local area, are pushed out even though 
they do not directly affect the agricultural / horticultural 
concern on the property. Being invited to do a survey is an 
opportunity to address some of the misconceptions about 
birds in the landscape, and to create awareness of all the 
birds that inhabit the hidden corners, whose existence 
may be threatened.

For Rose, doing bird surveys is a joy. It is also one of the 
chief reasons for her decision, twenty years ago, to move 
to a country town. Although not a birdwatcher then, she 
was seeking a lifestyle which included being in and near 
bushland. Rose became a birdwatcher when she met 
Peter, who has patiently shared his knowledge over the 
years, giving Rose the confidence to offer surveys now. 
Of course, amongst the community of birdwatchers in WA 
some have greater knowledge than others. One of the joys 
of birdwatching as a lifelong passion is that there remains 
something new to learn at every stage of the journey. This 
can be intimidating, and Rose admits to feeling that her 
knowledge has gaps. For her, having Peter as a mentor 
and friend to discuss identifications with is a reassurance 
that she won’t be misleading her ‘clients’ if a difficult or 
unusual sighting arises. 

One of the motivations for Rose to offer the surveys is to 
deepen her own knowledge of her rural back yard, and to 
get a sense of how birds are being impacted in this time 
of change. For example, the south west is a relatively high 
rainfall area, and has many creeks, wetlands and rivers 
which could be home to secretive species from bitterns 
to Buff-banded Rails. While suspecting that they could be 
present, Rose doesn’t get to see evidence of these in her 

daily life. She hopes that by doing surveys she can gain 
further knowledge of if and where species are. There is 
a lot of ground to cover, so engaging landowners in the 
search is a way to gather knowledge and aid.

The initiative is in its early stages, and has required Rose 
to put some systems in place to track and record its 
promotion in the local area, the response, and of course, 
to keep records of the people and properties she visits and 
what is found there. She has had to plan for promotion, 
implementation and record-keeping, and be aware of 
local land use and possible biosecurity issues. She has 
initially put a promotional article in the local community 
newsletter, and has plans to send media releases to local 
landcare groups, farming organisations, accommodation 
owners and others. She also has clear procedures towards 
interacting with her clients, from making first contact, to 
gathering information about the property in advance of 
the surveys, to sending on the information gathered and 
doing possible follow up surveys seasonally. This takes 
organisation and planning but once set up, is streamlined 
and do-able. The initiative has led Rose to be invited to 
be an Ambassador for the new Western Australian Bird 
Conservation Network (WABCN) too, which coordinates the 
activities with like-minded conservation groups around the 
State. 

One of the questions birders have asked is how can 
BirdLife members become involved? Of course, this 
initiative is centred on the Shire of Manjimup, and 
requires close coordination with landowners on their own 
properties. It is not necessarily suitable that groups of 
BirdLife members accompany Rose. However, through the 
initiative Rose has hopes of building closer relations with 
property owners, to the point where the landowners may 
welcome BirdLife members at other times by arrangement. 
There may be BirdLife members who would consider 
starting a similar initiative in their own back yard. In this 
case, please feel free to contact Rose on 0437 485 237; 
or email her on rosieglow@westnet.com.au to have a chat 
about what it would mean to start a Birds in the Landscape 
project in your own community.

Rose Ferrell

GREAT WESTERN WOODLAND SURVEYS - WHAT IS INVOLVED?
The Great Western Woodlands cover an area of about 16 
million hectares. Surveys are conducted at least twice a 
year in nine areas chosen to represent the diversity of this 
huge woodland.

Each of the nine areas has about 25 designated survey 
sites which are usually about 100 m off the vehicle 
track. Surveying consists of finding the numbered survey 
stake in the middle of the survey area using a GPS, 
then identifying and counting the birds in the 2 hectares 
around the stake. All members of the group will be given 
a map of the area with coordinates and details of how to 
find the survey stake. If you don’t have a GPS there are 
a limited number which may be borrowed from BirdLife 
WA. Surveyors need to be reasonably fit as this involves 
walking several kilometres during the course of a day 
through bush which may be sparse to very thick.

As these areas are very remote and have no facilities; 
4 x 4 vehicles are required while surveyors need to be 
completely self-sufficient with respect to all camping and 
cooking equipment, as well as food and sufficient water for 
the period of the survey.

Not all survey areas are suitable for caravans.  Surveyors 
should ideally be members of BirdLife WA and need to be 
able to identify the birds likely to be encountered by sight 
and also preferably by call.  

Once a year BirdLife WA runs an ID course, which covers 
the basic requirements for surveyors, at Credo Station 
near Coolgardie. The tentative dates for this course are 
11th to 14th September - more details to follow.

Libby and Lorraine - GWW Volunteer Coordinators         
gww@birdlife.org.au



Have you ever wanted to join a Great 
Western Woodlands bird survey trip but 
aren’t confident about your birding skills? 

Join us for an introduction to the birds of 
the Great Western Woodlands, with a short 
course at Credo Station. Build your bird ID 
and survey skills in a friendly environment, 
alongside like-minded people. 

A fee of $60 will cover your 
accommodation and course costs, but 
you will need to bring your own food and 
be able to get to the homestead. Credo is 
2WD-accessible and we can help coordinate 
transport if required.

11 - 14th September 2020
Credo Station

Contact the BirdLife WA office at 
wa@birdlife.org.au or on (08) 9383 7749 to 
register your interest or to find out more.

Are the
Great Western Woodlands

calling you?
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OPERATION RAINBOW ROOST
In 2019/20 BirdLife WA was fortunate to receive funding 
for two separate Rainbow Lorikeet projects. Lotterywest 
funded the ongoing summer roost counts and State 
Natural Resource Management (SNRM) funded a new 
project “Reigning in an Urban Pest: The Rainbow Lorikeet” 
to study nesting of Rainbow Lorikeets in Perth.

Rainbow Lorikeet Roosts 

BirdLife’s volunteer network has now counted Rainbow 
Lorikeet roost sites for four years. Finding and counting 
lorikeet roosts provides the best way to estimate the 
population of this highly invasive species. During February 
2020 our volunteers counted 15,234 lorikeets at 72 roost 
sites (Figure 1). This was the biggest number of roost 
sites we have counted to date!

Prior to the roost counts four contractors actively looked 
for roost sites that had not been identified before in areas 
where there were gaps in our roost map. Several other 
roosts were reported by volunteers. This 
resulted in 18 new roosts being counted in 
February 2020.

However, more lorikeets were counted in 
February 2018 when only 55 roost sites 
were counted (Figure 1). Figure 2 shows 
that summer 2017/18 was a very wet 
season which would have assisted flowering 
during summer to provide food to chicks 
born in spring 2017. This should have 
assisted survival of chicks through the 
summer.

The data collected from sites that have been 
counted for 4 years indicates there may be 
a trend with the number of lorikeets counted 
at roosts in February and rainfall over 
summer (December to February). However, 
only with further summer roosts counts 
can we be sure that this is a factor in the 
number of lorikeets using roost sites.

Lorikeet Nest Study 

This project involved examining the breeding activity, 
behaviour and nest use of Rainbow Lorikeets across 
the Perth metropolitan region. BirdLife was particularly 
interested to determine if artificial nest boxes, typically 
adopted as a management intervention to support local 
native parrots across council areas, were primarily 
providing nest habitat for pests such as Rainbow Lorikeets.

Volunteers generously reported sightings of breeding 
Rainbow Lorikeets and helped to monitor the use of 
artificial nest boxes. Breeding was confirmed where 
possible using a pole camera to look inside nests to 
assess presence of eggs or chicks.  This resulted in 
the development of a database of confirmed nest trees 

(both natural and artificial) for Rainbow 
Lorikeets across the Perth metropolitan 
area (Figure 3). Interestingly out of 25 
artificial nests monitored over the spring, 
only four nest boxes were observed being 
used by a Rainbow Lorikeet pair where 
breeding was confirmed by the presence 
of eggs and/or chicks.

Rainbow Lorikeets were confirmed 
using a variety of species of trees for 
nesting in natural hollows and seemed to 
show preference for hollows with small 
entrances and crevice like structures 
internally. Hollows 20cm from the 
ground up to 15m height were used by 
breeding pairs. Consistent with their 
breeding biology in their native range 
birds typically laid two eggs and reared 
one or two chicks. At some breeding 
sites, breeding pairs demonstrated high 
social tolerance of nearby breeding 
pairs of other Rainbow Lorikeets and 
were observed to defend their nests 
aggressively and noisily from other 
species such as Galahs and Australian 
Ringnecks (Figure 4).

Figure 1: Number of Rainbow Lorikeets counted at roost sites in the Perth 
metropolitan area in the past four years.

Figure 2: Number of Rainbow Lorikeets counted at 21 ongoing roosts in the Perth 
metropolitan area and summer rainfall at Perth Metro (Bureau of Meteorology).
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In conclusion, aggressive and saturated use of nest hollows by Rainbow Lorikeets in Perth urban parks and reserves is 
very likely reducing availability and subsequent use of nests for local native parrots such as Australian Ringnecks and 
Red-capped Parrots. Observations of direct interactions and declines in these species in urban areas are consistent with 
such competition.

Interventions such as removal of breeding birds and nests contents (eggs and chicks) from tree hollows has been 
recommended to councils and land managers. It is likely to be a feasible strategy for limiting breeding recruitment and 
subsequent population increase, particularly in parks and reserves where birds congregate to breed, and hollows are 

accessible. 

Thank you 

Thanks to our many volunteers who assisted with 
reporting lorikeet nests or their roost sites. Many 
thanks to volunteers who counted lorikeets at their 
roosts and monitored nest sites! 

Robyn Pickering and Vicki Stokes

Figure 4: A pair of aggressive Rainbow Lorikeets were observed to 
evict an Australian Ringneck from a tree hollow and prevent it from re-
entering. It is unclear if the Ringneck was breeding. (Photo C. Kennedy)

Figure 3: Map of natural (orange) and artificial (red) nest hollows used by Rainbow Lorikeets to breed across the Perth 
metropolitan area. In some areas such as Manners Hill Park (inset), Rainbow Lorikeets were breeding in high numbers.
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I.J. Mason & G.H. Pfitzner (2020) Passions in Ornithology: A Century of Australian Egg 
Collectors. The authors. 572 pp. + DVD. $95.

This book is a diligent attempt to document the activities 
of those with a serious egg collecting habit. Up until the 
1920s, forming an egg collection was a popular pastime of 
boys (seldom girls). It was inexpensive, could be pursued 
close to home, and usually began with the familiar birds 
that nested in home gardens, nearby suburban bushland, 
or on a farm. Just like postage stamps and coins, the 
diversity of shapes, sizes, and colours was sufficient 
enticement in itself to collect eggs. (In my 1950s boyhood 
in Sydney, my friends and I collected cards issued free 
with breakfast cereal and monthly by the local mercer, and 
I knew of no boy who collected birds’ eggs).

Most boys grew out of the egg-collecting hobby. With 
some, however, it became an enduring obsession of 
adulthood. Depending on means and opportunity, the 
pursuit of eggs not already in one’s collection involved 
travel to other habitats (such as mallee, desert, rainforest, 
islands), often to other colonies/states. Eggs could also 
be swapped for eggs in someone else’s collection, and for 
those desirable rare species, purchased.

The formation of the Gould League of Bird Lovers in the 
various states from 1909 to 1939 led to cultural change. 
Egg collecting was gradually replaced by bird observation 
and emphasis on the protection of native birds. From 
the 1930s police in the eastern states confiscated many 
collections and it became unlawful to collect without a 
permit.

The bulk of this book (pp. 35-519) is arranged 
alphabetically by collector’s surname. Where possible, 
information about collecting activities and fate of the 
collection was obtained from family members. The book 
includes c. 20 WA-based collectors as well as those who 
visited WA and made substantial collections of eggs. If you 
have an interest in historical ornithology and ecology, then 
this book represents value for money. 

Defects in the book are few. I would have liked a league 
table organised by the size of each egg collection, with 
highlights of its contents. Such information when analysed 
would have resulted in an interesting discussion and 
provided firmer conclusions about the contribution of 
egg collections to Australian ornithological knowledge. It 
would also have been useful to include an account of the 
egg collections held by the state, territory, and federal 
museums. Many of the accounts provided by family 
members contain irrelevant material and this should have 
been edited out. Nevertheless, much of this information 
is new and serves as an update of Whittell’s famous 1954 
bibliography of the literature of Australian birds.

Ian Abbott

Book Review

Gavin White
MRB5813 
AU31609

Ph: 0448 975 586

For servicing and repairs to all makes 
of vehicles

Specialising in air conditioners, 
servicing and repairs

White Torque Pty LtdBirds in the Landscape 
BirdLife WA is supporting Rose Ferrel’s initiative, 
Birds in Landscape, and she has been  invited to be 
an Ambassador for the new Western Australian Bird 
Conservation Network (WABCN) which coordinates 
the activities with like-minded conservation groups 
around the State.

This initiative sees Rose offering free bird surveys 
on local private properties. From birds in backyards, 
to lifestyle blocks, accommodation businesses or 
serious agricultural concerns, Rose offers to visit and 
complete a bird survey, promising up to two hours 
of time.

The landowner will be free to use the birdlist and 
photos as they wish, as a record of the features of 
their property or for commercial purposes, such as 
on a website. The data recorded adds to the growing 
knowledge of where birds are and how they are 
faring in times of change.

Contact Rose on 0437 485 237; or email her 
on rosieglow@westnet.com.au to have a chat 

about what it would mean to start a Birds in the 
Landscape project in your own community.
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Chair's Report
Almost all Branch activities have by now resumed in full or 
modified form following the initial impact of Covid-19. WA 
is fortunate in being able to isolate effectively by border 
closure but as we know too well, until there is a reliable 
vaccine, the risk remains. We need to remain cautious 
about becoming complacent in all of our Branch activities.
We do however have a lot to celebrate within BirdLife WA 
during our isolation and in particular the three national 
awards made in recognition of outstanding contributions 
by leading members. Sue Abbotts received a BirdLife 
Australia Distinguished Service Award; Sue Mather was 
awarded a BirdLife Australia Honorary Life Membership and 
Dr Mike Bamford was appointed a BirdLife Australia Fellow. 
Additionally, Mandy Bamford, who is a current member 
of the BirdLife Australia Board has been appointed to the 
position of Vice-President. Congratulations to all for their 
contributions and achievements. Formal recognition by the 
branch was made at the July monthly meeting.
There has been a resurgence of interest in our bird 
excursions. BWA EC approved 16 excursions for the month 
ahead at its July meeting. These range from Geraldton 
to Albany with most being within the Perth metro area. 
One that I attended recently had 38 participants so was 
split into two groups. There are other excursions of 25 or 
more. The Excursions Committee remains well organised 
under the new leadership of Clive Nealon. Excursions are 
an excellent opportunity for those new to birding to learn 
swiftly from the considerable experience of many who 
attend.
The WA Bird Conservation Network has taken a next 
step by holding an on-line Forum for BWA regional and 
associated groups. Alfred and Hidi Lau have reported on 
the forum in this edition of WABN. In addition to a valuable 
‘regional roundup’, the groups met with Jeremy Ringma 
in relation to shorebirds, and heard from Rose Ferrell who 
has created a role we nominated as Bird Ambassador 
offering bird surveys on private properties in the south-
west (also reported in this edition). The depth and range 
of activities undertaken by groups continues to impress.
All BWA Regional Groups have now entered into an 
agreement with BWA EC which clarifies respective roles 
and responsibilities within the BirdLife organisation. Other 
associated groups not directly constituted under BirdLife 
but sharing a common interest have also entered into 
agreements. Clarifying roles removes many barriers to 
progressive activities for bird conservation. The efforts 
by all groups and by Alfred and Hidi facilitating the 
arrangements are appreciated.
BWA EC has recently provided support for the Friends 
of the Melville Bird Sanctuary that is active in proposing 
a sanctuary for the shorebird habitat areas of Alfred 
Cove and Point Walter. I represented BWA in a recent 
meeting with the Minister for Environment to put this 
proposal. Additionally, we have made arrangements with 
the National Trust of WA to provide bird information at 
relevant sites starting with Peninsular Farm in Maylands. 
This is a wonderful opportunity to engage more people in 
birds within a historic context.
It is also important for BWA to be prepared to provide 
advice on critical conservation issues. The impact of 
bushfires and controlled burning on birds is one critical 
issue for which BWA EC is developing an evidence-based 
position statement. Mark Henryon is leading in the 
preparation of this and is liaising with many who are well 
informed about the impact of fire. We have also joined 
an alliance formed by the Denmark Environment Centre 
to advocate for a review of current prescribed burning 
practices in WA. 

BWA EC has initiated a project to revegetate an area 
for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo foraging habitat within 
Yellagonga Regional Park.  The area is called ‘Galaxy 
Ridge’ as it is adjacent to the last remaining drive-in 
movie theatre in Perth. We received funding through 
the Communities Environment Program (CEP) for the 
federal electorate of Cowan. It was originally intended 
to supplement the BWA revegetation initiative in the 
harvested Gnangara pine area but no suitable sites could 
be found within the electorate. Over 2700 native plants 
were commercially planted mid-June. We intended this 
to be a community activity but had to change plans due 
to Covid-19 guidelines. The seedlings need to be watered 
over summer so there will be plenty of opportunities for 
BWA and other community members to get involved. 
Details for this will be provided in E-News. This has 
become a wonderful opportunity to work with the Friends 
of Yellagonga due largely to prior connections with EC 
member Peter Jacoby.
The activities of BWA are substantially undertaken by 
volunteers. BWA EC aims to ensure that these roles 
are effective and interesting as well as being safe and 
satisfying. We also arrange for additional volunteer effort 
to contribute to the projects of the BirdLife WA Program 
undertaken by staff. To do this, BWA EC members Jen 
Sumpton and Andrew Hobbs have developed a very useful 
proforma to record the details and interests of volunteers 
and those who express interest in volunteering. We have 
had a refreshing level of new interest in volunteering 
recently. We consider it important to foster this interest 
and ensure that there are roles to suit the skills and 
interests of those who are offering.
Your efforts are appreciated.

Viv Read

WABCN (WA Birds Conservation Network)
BirdLife WA and WABCN, by mid-July had   all six 
existing regional groups accepting and signing the latest 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU). The six regional 
groups are (some with slight name changes):
1. Albany Bird Group
2. BirdLife Midwest-Geraldton
3. Wheatbelt Avon Bird Group
4. Mandurah Bird Observers Group
5. BirdLife Bunbury
6. Cape to Cape Bird Group
We also have four Associated Groups and another few are 
in the pipeline to be connected.
As planned, we held a Zoom forum in early July for our 
regional groups and some participants from last year. 
Around fifteen participants from different regions of WA 
were present in the cyberspace. However three of the 
regional groups were unable to participate due to medical 
and other schedule conflicts. The forum was a good 
opportunity for the groups to update and share information 
and best practices. This round we also had Rose Ferrell 
and Jeremy Ringma talk about the topics of Ambassador 
and a Hooded Plover workshop (in planning) respectively. 
We learnt that 'Birds on Farms' is alive again so it will be 
reviewed together with the Ambassador program. Also 
worthy to mention was Alice Bishop in Geraldton who 
introduced us to the microplastics monitoring project. We 
believe this is a fantastic initiative in helping to conserve 
our environment and birds.
All in all, an excellent update and discussion session. We 
received  great feedback and even a participant who hopes 
to have this annual forum again in December!

Alfred & Hidi Lau, WABCN Coordinator

Birdlife WA reports
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GREAT WESTERN WOODLANDS 
WINTER/SPRING SURVEY 

DATES 2020
The woodlands are calling, but sadly due to Covid 
19 our autumn surveys were cancelled, so this is 
our chance to get out and into the outback and 
check what is happening!

Some areas have been burnt - the extent of which 
we don’t yet know, but it will be exciting to find out 
how the vegetation is regenerating, especially if it 
has rained, and what birds, insects and animals are 
moving in to take advantage of new green shoots.

Karroun Hill was the only area not to have been 
visited in 2019, so that is a priority. In September 
and October surveyors would preferably do the 
double surveys as listed below in one visit, but if 
limited for time they could do one or the other.  
Privately organised surveys to any of the other 
areas will be welcomed. 

• August 17 - 21 - Karroun Hill

• September 13 - 19 - Cave Hill followed by 
Jilbadji

• October 11 - 19 - Frank Hann/Peak 
Charles, followed by Dundas 

For more information and to put your name down 
please contact Lorraine or Libby at:

gww@birdlife.org.au. 

Australian Field Ornithology
If you haven't looked at AFO recently, check it out now! It's freely available to all members, including back issues since its 
beginning in 1959, and can easily be accessed through the BirdLife website:

http://birdlife.org.au/education-publications/publications/australian-field-ornithology.

For example, the current issue contains two articles from WA members: one on the birds of Bungalbin (including the Helena 
and Aurora Ranges) and one on the movements of corellas on the Swan Coastal Plain. Both articles are interesting, and 
both highly relevant to conservation issues. And the previous issue has a very broad range of articles from WA – something 
for everyone, from shorebirds to scrubwrens, Night Parrots and all sorts of things in between. Check out the list below, go 
to the website, and start reading!

Blythman, M., and Porter, G. (2020). Movement of 
introduced Little Corellas Cacatua sanguinea and Long-billed 
Corellas C. tenuirostris in south-western Western Australia. 
Australian Field Ornithology 37, 48–55. doi:10.20938/
afo37048055

Blythman, M., and Sansom, J. (2019). Devitalising bird-
seed to prevent dispersal of weeds by birds. Australian Field 
Ornithology 36, 31–33. doi:10.20938/afo36031033

Cake, M. (2019). Regional variation in iris colour of the 
White-browed Scrubwren Sericornis frontalis complex in 
digital photographs. Australian Field Ornithology 36, 148–
153. doi:10.20938/afo36148153

Craig, M. D., and Moore, G. I. (2020). The avifauna of 
Bungalbin, Western Australia – an arid region with minimal 
human impact. Australian Field Ornithology 37, 1–14. 
doi:10.20938/afo37001014

Leseberg, N. P., Murphy, S. A., Jackett, N. A., Greatwich, B. 
R., Brown, J., Hamilton, N., Joseph, L., and Watson, J. E. 
M. (2019). Descriptions of known vocalisations of the Night 
Parrot Pezoporus occidentalis. Australian Field Ornithology 
36, 79–88. doi:10.20938/afo36079088

Palmer, R., Rose, A., and Debus, S. (2019). Diet of 
the Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus in inland south-
western Australia. Australian Field Ornithology 36, 36–39. 
doi:10.20938/afo36036039

Sansom, J., Blythman, M., Dadour, L., and Rayner, K. 
(2019). Deployment of novel nest-shelters to increase 
nesting attempts in a small population of Rock Parrots 
Neophema petrophila. Australian Field Ornithology 36, 74–
78. doi:10.20938/afo36074078

Singor, M. J. C., Giblett, L., and Heap, C. (2019). The 
importance of Hutt Lagoon and fossil river estuaries to 
shorebirds in mid Western Australia. Australian Field 
Ornithology 36, 124–129. doi:10.20938/afo36124129
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Across the Nullarbor, news from National Office
Glossy Black-Cockatoos on the move
Last summer’s unprecedented bushfires in eastern 
Australia burnt vast tracts of forest, killing millions of birds 
and displacing as many more. Glossy Black-Cockatoos 
were disproportionately affected by the flames. Many died, 
and surviving Glossies were forced into a desperate search 
for food. 

Glossy Black-Cockatoos specialise in feeding on the 
seeds of she-oaks, but many forests supporting she-oaks 
were burnt, so there’s a drastic food shortage, and these 
handsome cockatoos have been forced to wander across 
the landscape, travelling hundreds of kilometres in search 
of she-oaks.

To illustrate this desperate search, a few Glossy Blacks 
have been recorded in Melbourne’s bayside suburbs — 
about 400 kilometres from their regular haunts in East 
Gippsland. They’re the first records around Melbourne for 
150 years. 

Further north, western NSW has also seen numerous 
displaced Glossies: up to 14 at Lake Cargelligo, with others 
at Bourke, Bogan Gate and West Wyalong, as well as in 
Newcastle — in the centre of town — and several places on 
the Central Coast.

Roaming Regent Honeyeater
A recent sighting of a Regent Honeyeater at Coongulla, in 
the Gippsland region of eastern Victoria, is the latest in a 
spate of sightings of this species in the district in recent 
years.

The lone bird, seen attending a birdbath and busily 
foraging in a flowering grevillea shrub in a garden, was one 

of a batch of 77 captive-bred birds that had been released 
in the Chiltern–Mt Pilot National Park in north-eastern 
Victoria, on the other side of the Great Divide, five years 
earlier. It had covered a minimum of 195 kilometres. 

Previous records of captive-bred Regent Honeyeaters in 
Gippsland include two in Stratford in 2018 and one at 
Outtrim in 2017, as well as several wild Regents at Nowa 
Nowa later that year. Regent Honeyeaters may cover great 
distances in search of food — as these records attest. The 
longest known movement of a Regent Honeyeater was 
almost 600 kilometres. 

Wayward Swift Parrot
A resident on Lord Howe was astonished to find a Swift 
Parrot in his chicken coop one morning in late June. The 
bird had apparently strayed from its usual migration route, 
which usually sees Swifties leave Tasmania and head 
for the Australian mainland, usually arriving in southern 
Victoria or south-eastern NSW. Instead, it had drifted well 
east, landing about 580 kilometres from the nearest part 
of the Australian mainland.

The bird was taken into care before being transported to 
the mainland, where it recuperated for a few weeks at the 
Taronga Wildlife Hospital in Sydney.  

The Swifty was subsequently released in the Werakata 
State Conservation Area, in the Upper Hunter Valley, in an 
area where there were other wild Swift Parrots present, so 
it was able to join with their flock (which would hopefully 
provide more accurate navigation!).

Amazingly, this is the second record of a Swift Parrot on 
Lord Howe; the previous one was in 1968.

BIRDLIFE WA NEW MEMBERS 
5 MAY 2020 TO 31 JULY 2020
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BirdLife WA Members Honoured
At the 2020 BirdLife Australia AGM three Western Australian members were recognised for their significant contributions 
to the organisation. Suzanne Mather became a BirdLife Australia Honorary Life Member, Dr Mike Bamford was made 
a BirdLife Australia Fellow and Susan Abbotts received a BirdLife Australia Distinguished Service Award. At the 
July BirdLife WA general meeting, our first after the Covid-19 shutdown, we had the opportunity to celebrate and 
acknowledge their contributions. 

Susan Abbotts – BirdLife Australia Distinguished Service 
Award
Sue has been a member since 1992 and received 
her Distinguished Service award for her outstanding 
contribution as Chairperson of the WA Excursions 
Committee. She has developed a very extensive and 
successful program, whilst promoting bird monitoring 
skills with members and the community. Sue also 
contributes enormously to Great Western Woodlands and 
Australian Wildlife Conservancy survey work and regularly 
contributes to shorebird data and promotes Birdata. 

Suzanne Mather – BirdLife Australia Honorary Life 
Member
Suzanne Mather has been an influential and active 
member of BirdLife Western Australia for more than two 
decades. She was awarded an Honorary Life membership 
for her proactive role in the transformation of BirdLife 
Western Australia into a conservation organisation and 
inspiring others by example and encouragement.

As Chair of BirdLife Western Australia (2011 – 2014) Sue 
transformed the branch and its finances; established a 
strong relationships with the WA Government, keeping 
them informed and aware of the importance and status 
of Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo (and the other two black 
cockatoos), the Helena Aurora Ranges as part of the Great 
Western Woodlands, shorebirds and the Western Ground 
Parrot. She was instrumental in the concept and design of 
many of WA’s grant applications, raising over $1.6 million 
and her success in this area led to the employment of 
a dedicated Program Manager to manage the resulting 
projects. In recognition of her work as Chair Sue received 
the Distinguished Service Award in 2013.

Sue has been co-Editor of WA Bird Notes since 2002, 
producing a total of 70 issues over 18 years. During this 
time the publication has expanded from an average of 
about 36 pages to the current size of about 60 pages. Full 
colour on the cover and some pages was introduced in 
March 2010. 

Dr Mike Bamford – BirdLife Australia Fellow
Mike has had a long association with BirdLife Australia 
and its predecessor organisations Royal Australasian 
Ornithologists Union and Birds Australia, joining in 1979. 
His research and community outreach has significantly 

advanced ornithological knowledge and conservation of 
birds and other taxa. He has taken ornithology and natural 
history to the general public to promote the understanding 
and need to conserve Australia’s biodiversity. This 
record of achievement and participation qualifies him for 
elevation as a Fellow of BirdLife Australia.

Mike completed a BSc (Biology, first class honours) 
at Murdoch University and then went on to complete 
a doctoral thesis in 1986 on the impact of fire on 
vertebrates in Banksia woodland. Mike was on the 
Council of BirdLife Australia (2005-2010), was chair of 
the Western Australia branch of BirdLife Australia 2002-
2005 and 2015-2018 and is currently Vice-Chair. He was 
a committee member of the Australasian Wader Studies 
Group from 2002-2005. His outstanding commitment 
to BirdLife Western Australia was recognised when he 
received a Distinguished Service Award in 2013.

Mike is an established scientific illustrator and was a 
regular columnist (‘The Wild Side’) to the West Australian’s 
Earth 2000 section from 1997 to 2003. He received the 
Alex Harris Memorial Prize for Science Journalism in 1999 
and was jointly awarded (with his wife ecologist Mandy 
Bamford) the inaugural Biodiversity Ambassadorship 
Award by the Curtin Institute for Biodiversity and Climate 
in 2011. 

Sue Abbott, photo by Xenia Dennett

Viv Read, Sue Mather, Mandy Bamford, photo by Plaxy 
Barratt

Mike and Mandy Bamford, photo by Plaxy Barratt
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Members' Contributions
Wellstead Estuary Birdlife
The Wellstead Estuary is located next to the Bremer Bay 
township and lies at the end of the 70 km Bremer River. 
The mouth of the estuary is often closed by a sandbar and 
when rainfall is low, as over the past few years, extensive 
mud and sand flats are exposed. 

It has been a bit of a famine and feast at the Wellstead 
Estuary. In late January and early February 2017 the area 
was inundated by heavy summer rains with the heaviest 
rainfall on record causing extensive and wide spread 
flooding. By the summer and autumn of 2020 the long-
term residents mentioned that the water levels were at 
their lowest for the past 20 years. Rainfall fills and floods 
the surrounding wetlands which in turn determines how 
many birds such as swans, egrets, herons, cormorants etc 
are likely to breed.

Extensive shorebird monitoring has been carried out 
since 2010. Migratory shorebirds and Australian breeding 
shorebirds using the Wellstead Estuary were monitored 
from 2017 to 2020. The findings can be found in Table 1.

There was a failed attempt by Fairy Terns to establish 
a small breeding colony in November-December 2018. 
The site was subject to flooding and disturbance by large 
flocks of loafing birds caused the colony to be abandoned. 
Three pairs of Fairy Tern attempted to nest that year. The 
following year Fairy Terns established a small colony on 
the Wellstead Estuary. On 19 November 2019 the first 
Fairy Terns arrived at Wellstead Estuary with eight birds 
attempting to establish a small nesting colony around a 
large protruding rock. Two wheel barrow loads of sand and 
shell grit were placed around the rock to create a more 
enticing artificial island. The intention was to encourage 
the Fairy Tern nesting.

On 30 November 2019 the site was inspected and three 
new nests were identified on the north-eastern side with 
one nest containing one egg. By 10 December 2019 the 
colony had increased to ten breeding pairs with nine active 
nests. Five nests had eggs and four nests were under 
construction. The colony was screened by fencing in order 
to protect it. The colony was unsuccessful due to high 
disturbance levels. 

There is a stable Rock Parrot population of between 30 and 
40 birds at the estuary mouth. The Shire of Jerramungup 
is monitoring the population and stabilizing the adjacent 
dune systems to secure and increase food resources for 
the parrot. Rock Parrots like areas of pioneer vegetation. 
Between July and August 2019 a large flock of 70-80 adult 
birds was observed feeding on Cape Weed at the Bremer 
Bay Sports ground. This is the first record that I know of  
this region supporting such numbers. It is possible that 
these Rock Parrots formed wandering flocks along the 
coastline and were searching for food outside their normal 
sedentary range.

The Wellstead Estuary provides a summer haven for birds 
moving away from inland areas. There have been sightings 
of large flocks of ducks. Chestnut Teal was seen in large 
congregations and up to 250 individuals were observed 
loafing on the estuary.

Large numbers of Black Swans, Australian Pelicans, Grey 
Teal, Chestnut Teal, Australian Shelduck and Crested Terns 
congregate at the Wellstead Estuary over summer. They 
mainly gather in the lower part of the estuary.

There are two fresh water seepage points where most of 
the town’s water run-off empties into the estuary. These 
fresh water drainage channels create a high diversity of 
vegetation such as Typha, Club Rush and sedges where 

they enter the estuary. A number of Australian Spotted 
Crake, Spotless Crake and Buff-banded Rail have been 
seen feeding at these sites. The two fresh water seeps 
can be found where Bennett Street aligns with the estuary 
towards the small bay.

There was a Nankeen Night-Heron roost at Wellstead 
Estuary for at least the years 2013 to 2016. The roost was 
next to the sandbar closing the inlet in a patch of dense 
paperbark trees in the most southern bay of Wellstead 
Estuary. The roosting colony contained 40-50 Nankeen 
Night-Herons and was most active between October and 
March. There were recently fledged juveniles among the 
roosting birds indicating there might have been a breeding 
colony somewhere in the vicinity, possibly in one of the 
many wetlands situated along the Bremer-Borden Road 
which were relatively full at the time.

The wetlands found along the Borden-Bremer Bay road 
provide breeding sites for Black Swan when the season is 
right. Black Swan breeding sites were checked in 2013 and 
it was found breeding at Lake Torrup about 18 km west of 
Bremer Bay. A wetland nearby supported 18 active Black 
Swan nests. 

Figure 1 Nankeen Night-Heron roosting sites, Bremer Bay. 
The Southern bay pocket is before the sandbar

Figure 2 Wetland systems within the Bremer Bay region.
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Table 1.   Overview of shorebird status at Wellstead Estuary from 2010 to 2020.

Species Comments
Grey Plover Pluvialis 

squatarola
Recorded most years in small numbers between two to six birds. Seen feeding on exposed muddy areas of 
the estuary.

Pacific Golden 
Plover

Pluvialis fulva Sightings of individual birds. Three Pacific Golden Plovers were seen feeding together near sand dunes north 
of the estuary.

Greater Sand 
Plover

Charadrius 
leschenaultii

Regular migrant to Wellstead Estuary and adjacent coastline . Generally single birds and occaissionally two-
three birds.

Double-banded 
Plover

Charadrius 
bicinctus

Regular migrant at Wellstead Estuary. Usually only single birds are sighted. 

Whimbrel Numenius 
phaeopus

Rarely seen at Wellstead Estuary, although in spring of 2019, three remained at Bremer Bay for three months. 
Retreating to sand dunes to rest.

Black-tailed 
Godwit

Limosa limosa Rarely recorded within Wellstead Estuary. Most records were of single birds.

Bar-tailed 
Godwit 

Limosa lapponica Wellstead Estuary supports small numbers.

Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria 
interpres

Often recorded along coastline adjacent to mouth of the estuary among washed up seaweed. Small flocks of 
no more than 20 individuals.

Red Knot Calidris canutus Red Knot have occurred in small numbers in recent years, usually as single birds. One observation of three 
birds. 

Great Knot Calidris 
tenuirostris

Regular visitor to estuary. Numbers have decreased in recent years. Small flocks observed numbering less 
than 12 birds.

Sharp-tailed 
Sandpiper

Calidris 
acuminata

Most years Wellstead Estuary supports small flocks of no more than 20 birds, but up to 150 sighted in 2019 
near fresh water seepage points.

Curlew 
Sandpiper

Calidris 
ferruginea

Regular migrant to Wellstead Estuary with numbers reaching up to 20 birds. Feed in mixed shorebird flocks on 
open muddy areas.

Red-necked 
Stint

Calidris ruficollis One of the most abundant shorebirds with numbers reaching 500 birds. Feeds in shallows and adjacent 
mudflats.

Long-toed Stint Calidris 
subminuta

Rare visitor, rarely more than two birds. Found feeding amongst submerged vegetation. Some birds remained 
in area for more than 4 months.

Sanderling Calidris alba Recorded most years, sometimes overwintering. Remaining  at Wellstead Estuary for most months of the 
year. At Gordon Inlet numbers can reach 500 birds.

Pectoral 
Sandpiper

Calidris 
melanotos

Rarely seen at Wellstead Estuary.  Single birds in mixed flocks with Sharp-tailed Sandpipers.

Terek Sandpiper Xenus cinereus Recorded several times since 2010. Observations were of single birds feeding on exposed rocky areas of the 
coast and several sites along the estuary.

Common 
Sandpiper

Actitis 
hypoleucos

Most sightings are of single birds among the washed up seaweed along the coast and the rocky outcrops of 
the more rugged coastline.

Grey-tailed 
Tattler

Heteroscelus 
brevipes

Mostly observed feeding amongst rocky areas. Seen in small numbers of one to three birds. Confined to shell 
encrusted rock surfaces.

Common 
Greenshank

Tringa nebularia Regular visitor to the estuary with up to 30 birds sighted. Generally three to nine birds present. Feed in 
deeper water.

Marsh Sandpiper Tringa  
stagnatilis

Rare migrant to the Wellstead Estuary. Only a few records of single birds. Very wary and quick to take flight.

Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola Seen in pairs or as single birds. More common in upper catchment and seen feeding on edges of estuary near  
flooded samphire

Australian Pied 
Oystercatcher

Haematopus 
longirostris

Important feeding and nesting area for Australian Pied Oystercatchers. Supports up to 60 birds, five breeding 
pairs in 2019, high predation rates.

Sooty 
Oystercatcher

Haematopus 
fuliginosus

Population in Bremer Bay between 12 and 30 individuals. Spends non-breeding season feeding within 
Wellstead Estuary and rocky coastline

Masked Lapwing Vanellus 
novaehollandiae

One pair attempted to breed in 2019 on elevated site within the Wellstead Estuary.  Fox activity caused nest 
to be abandoned.

Banded Stilt Cladorhynchus 
leucocephalus

Wellstead Estuary supports large flocks each year as a summer refuge site.

Red-necked 
Avocet

Recurvirostra 
novaehollandiae

Wellstead Estuary supports post breeding flocks ranging from 60 to 300 birds. Single pairs have been 
recorded breeding in upper reaches after rainfall events.

Pied Stilt Himantopus 
himantopus

Recorded breeding in small colonies in 2017 and 2018 within lower and upper reaches of the Wellstead 
Estuary. Silver Gull predation.

Red-capped 
Plover

Charadrius 
ruficapillus

Found across the estuary. From 15 to 30 pairs  breed within the estuary and associated coastline. Predation 
and human activity are main reasons for low recruitment .

Black-fronted 
Dotterel

Elseyornis 
melanops

Estuary can support up to 70 birds.  Each year one pair breeds near fresh water seepage. Low breeding 
success rate due to predation.

Banded Lapwing Vanellus tricolor Regular visitor in low numbers. Most observations of single birds.

Red-kneed 
Dotterel

Erythrogonys 
cinctus

Visits estuary in small numbers. Several pairs found nesting in upper reaches  in 2017 and 2018 within 
samphire flats.

Hooded Plover Thinornis 
cucullatus

Wellstead Estuary has supported one breeding pair per annum. Breeding success rate very low due to 
predation and recreational activities. Only four young raised over five breeding seasons.

Steve Elson
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Caching by Australian Ravens
A friend has a raven which visits regularly, including 
bringing in young ones. 

Her well established garden is on a ’quarter acre block’ 
in Ferndale, a suburb approximately 10km south-east of 
Perth CBD. It includes a few mature eucalypts plus exotic 
trees and many smaller native shrubs as well as lots of 
open sandy patches.

On about May 11 this year the raven paid her another 
visit.

Aware that pickings are slim at this time of year, my friend 
put out a chicken carcass for the raven to pick at. It ate 
some, then proceeded to dig a hole in a sandy area beside 
the bird bath and bury the neck section of the carcass, 
completely covering it. The hole was about 5 cm deep and 
the raven used only its beak for the whole process. 

My friend was curious as to whether I had observed this 
sort of behaviour by a raven. She posed the questions: 

Would they be saving it for a later meal? Or are they 
clever enough to know that hiding meat may result in 
maggots, and therefore an extra food source? As yet, the 
raven hasn’t been seen to make any attempt to retrieve its 
prize.  

We live a few suburbs away and have often seen Australian 
Ravens soaking bread crusts and other items in our bird 
bath. The neighbour’s dog’s bones were a bit ambitious we 
thought, but they also put kurrajong pods into the bath. 
We have often wondered whether they were trying to 
soften the furry seed coatings, or have perhaps worked out 
that the water would drive out tiny grubs from the pods, 
but we have never observed them making any attempt to 
hide or store food. 

A short entry on BWA eNews elicited a number of 
interesting responses. It would seem that quite a few 
people have observed this sort of behaviour. Perhaps we 
should look more carefully.

Pam Agar

Editors’ note: According to HANZAB, caching has been described a few times in Australian Ravens, but many people are 
not aware of it, and it might not happen very often. We would therefore be interested to hear from others who have 
observed such behaviour.

Birding at home during the Covid-19 lockdown
During the pandemic, for many people lockdown gave the 
opportunity to rediscover old hobbies or find new ones. For 
us birders it definitely involved a lot of backyard birding. 
As an essential worker I was still able to leave the house 
to go to work. Apart from this, and midnight runs to 
Spudshed to purchase groceries, I stayed at home and had 
occasional walks around my suburb. I really missed going 
out to BirdLife excursions. However, the pandemic turned 
out to be a good opportunity to focus on the birds found 
around home, and learn a little more about them. I live 
in the suburb of Herne Hill, which is an area surrounded 
by small farms, vineyards, bushland and not too far away 
from John Forrest National Park to the east, and Whiteman 
Park to the west, so I do get a good variety of birds 
coming through year round. 

I was fortunate at the beginning of the lockdown period 
that a male Western Spinebill decided to make my back 
yard his home. This was really interesting as I had never 
before seen this species in my suburb at all. He particularly 
liked the introduced bougainvillea and would spend hours 
in the large bush. The female appeared very rarely, and 
the majority of the sightings were of the one male, alone. I 
spent a lot of time watching him and took many photos of 
this bird. I noticed that with some of the other introduced 
flowers, he would pierce the flower at the base of the 
petal, bypassing the entrance to the flower and 'cheating' 
his way to the nectar. 

It is interesting to spend time birding in just one place. 
The occasional visitors can be really exciting to see. For a 
few fleeting moments, a Gilbert’s Honeyeater also made 
an appearance and like the spinebill, was a bird that had 
never visited my property before. It was quickly chased 
away by the resident Singing Honeyeaters.

White-cheeked and New Holland Honeyeaters were in 
plentiful numbers during this period. The New Hollands 
had bred, and I watched two of the youngsters emerge 
on the day of fledging. I observed them over the next few 
weeks as they gained in confidence and ability to fly and 
gather their own food. A Grey Fantail moved in, often the 
first to be awake in the morning and the last to roost at 
night. Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos were a regular sight in 

the pine trees along the railway line outside the front of 
my property.

As the restrictions started to ease, the spinebill’s visits 
became less frequent and he eventually moved on. Other 
birds started to move in. The large amount of fresh green 
berries on the Japanese Pepper trees either side of my 
backyard started to attract Mistletoebirds who were eagerly 
awaiting the ripening of the berries. By the beginning of 
May, the berries were red and many Mistletoebirds were 
to be seen. Females would feed whilst the males would 
be busy chasing each other, barely stopping for long 
enough to eat anything at all. Other species came to eat 
the berries such as Australian Ringnecks and Silvereyes. 
Interestingly, the berries would be skinned before 
consumption, the edible part of the berry being bright 
green, the outer skin bright red. Silvereyes are fascinating 
little birds. When they are resting they sing quietly and 
very sweetly, and if you listen for some time you will hear 
the calls of other birds in their repertoire, as they do like to 
mimic others. 

I don’t often cycle these days but I dusted off my bicycle, 
pumped up the tyres and went for a cycle around the 
adjoining suburbs. Adjacent to some wineries I found an 
area of bushland consisting of a main track for walkers 
and horse riders, surrounding an area densely packed 
with Parrot bush. Many Red-capped Parrots and Australian 
Ringnecks were to be found in this area, as well as White-
cheeked Honeyeater, Silvereye, Grey Fantail, Common 
Bronzewing and several other species. I was glad to find 
this area and have been visiting quite regularly since. 
Unfortunately it also has a resident population of rabbits 
and foxes.

Another species that had been very noticeable from 
March through to May in my suburb and the surrounding 
area has been the Purple-crowned Lorikeet. I wasn’t able 
to photograph it very well as it was either seen from a 
distance or audible only flying past at breakneck speed. 
It was a daily occurrence throughout autumn even if only 
heard for a few seconds.

As the restrictions eased further and driving around to 
other locations became possible, I started to visit Lightning 
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Swamp. Many glorious banksias have been flowering 
there. There are large numbers of Western Wattlebirds 
and White-cheeked Honeyeaters in the reserve. I was 
also lucky to see a Tawny-crowned Honeyeater, a species 
which is usually seen in the reserve each autumn for a 
short period of time. I visited Lightning Swamp several 
times, also sighting Western Spinebill, Australian Raven, 
Australian Magpie, Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike, Red-capped 
Parrot, Yellow-rumped Thornbill, Rufous Whistler and other 
species. I was really happy to see a Tiger Snake as well, as 
I have hardly seen any snakes so far this year.

On Western Australia Day I spent the day up in Nilgen. At 
the lookout I had some good sightings of Tawny-crowned 
Honeyeater, Southern Emu-wren and White-cheeked 
Honeyeater. I was also fortunate to spot three Little 
Crows at the lookout point. Elsewhere in Nilgen I saw Pied 
Butcherbird, Australian Hobby, Whistling Kite, Western 
Yellow Robin, Scarlet Robin, White-backed Swallow and 
several other species. 

Just before the BirdLife walks re-commenced, I went 
to Victoria Dam. It was as good as ever, with Western 
Rosella, Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo, Red-winged Fairy-
wren, Splendid Fairy-wren, Red-eared Firetail, Gilbert’s 

Honeyeater and all the usual suspects that you would 
expect to see at this wonderful spot. 

Now that we are lucky to have our excursions back I have 
been spending less time birding at home, but I’m glad that 
I had the opportunity to spend time getting to know the 
species in my backyard that little bit better.

Caroline Mynott

Grey Butcherbird
On 26 May 2020 I was holidaying at Yallingup and noticed 
a Grey Butcherbird opening its bill. After a little time it 
regurgitated a pellet consisting of indigestible matter. 
However, surprisingly it did not discard it as is the normal 
behaviour, but rather the pellet was swallowed again. The 
attached photo shows the pellet being disgorged prior to 
being swallowed. 

This is the first time I have witnessed such behaviour and 
suspect it is in response to the general reduced level of 
available prey at this time of the year.

Another example of birds being more adaptable re food 
choice during the cooler months was seeing typical 'meat 
eaters', Australian Ravens, Australian Magpies and Grey 
Currawongs feeding on bird seed that had been provided 
by a previous guest to the chalet where I was staying.

Wynt Maddeford 

Spoonbills
On the 26th of March this year I took the dog for his 
morning walk around Blue Gum Lake in Mt Pleasant and 
was astonished to see a train of 16 Yellow-billed Spoonbills 
feeding head to tail along the edge of the water. They 
moved forward as if attached, each bird to the one ahead, 
none getting out of line. It occurred to me later to wonder 
which bird got the best feed – the one at the head of the 
train, who would have first choice, or the one at the tail, 
who would benefit from the stirring up of the mud by those 
who had gone before. Any ideas?

Valerie Hemsley

Grey Butcherbird, photo by Wynt Maddeford
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Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos, photo by Caroline Mynott

New Holland Honeyeater fledgeling, photo by Caroline Mynott



Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 175 September 2020 Page 27

Members’ contributions, ctd

Red Wattlebird on Agave Flower Spike
The central stem of the long-leafed agave plant may not 
develop and flower for fifty years or so. We planted one in 
our front garden about six years ago. The flowering stem is 
now over eight feet tall, although curling down at the tip.

Along with many bees, our resident and very territorial Red 
Wattlebird was the first to take advantage of the nectar 
as the agave flowering proceeds up from the base of the 
thick stem. The prolific blossoms are a pale yellow, each 
individual flower resembling a delicate orchid.

The hope is that a Western Spinebill and other honeyeaters 
in our garden will also take to the blossoms.

Tony France

The Distribution of  Western Wattlebird Anthochaera lunulata in the Perth Metropolitan Area 
in relation to flowering plant species, especially banksias

Summary

The Western Wattlebird is a medium-sized honeyeater that 
was split in 2008 from the Little Wattlebird (Anthochaera 
chrysoptera), which is found in the eastern states of 
Australia. The Western Wattlebird occurs in Western 
Australia from Geraldton in the north, to Israelite Bay in 
Cape Arid National Park. It rarely occur east of Kojonup, 
along the Great Southern Highway north of the Stirling 
Ranges.

The Western Wattlebird is a ‘blossom nomad’ that 
associates most often with the Parrot bush Banksia sessilis, 
Firewood Banksia B. menziesii, Holly-leaved Banksia B. 
ilicifolia, Acorn Banksia B. prionotes and Ashby’s Banksia 
B. ashbyi. 

Although most banksia species flower from late summer 
throughout winter, there appears to be no seasonal 
fluctuation in sightings of the Western Wattlebird around 
the Perth metropolitan area.

The occurrence of the Western Wattlebird in residential 
gardens throughout the Perth Metro Area does seem to 
fluctuate, as the Western Wattlebird is most often recorded 
in gardens around autumn (eBird 2020). The Western 
Wattlebird regularly occurs at ≈20 sites in the Perth metro 
area. Each of these sites has a large area of banksia 
woodland, the most common species present at these sites 
being the Parrot Bush and Firewood Banksia. This paper 
will look at some of these sites and the species of banksia 
present there, as well as the specific time of year that the 
Western Wattlebird is most prevalent.

Some sites in Perth, such as Bold Park, have a large 
area of banksias, specifically B. menziesii and B. sessilis. 
According to eBird and Birdata, Western Wattlebirds 
have only been sighted four times in the last twelve 
months (pers. obs. A. Georgiou, A. Gulberti, B. Hicks 
and D. Davison). The lack of records of this species may 
indicate that there is some unsuitable environmental 
or geographical factor or that they are not as vocal and 
obvious in the Park as they may be elsewhere, leading 
to less citizen scientists recording them. Other sites, 
such as Star Swamp (which is only 9.2 kilometres away 

from Bold Park), regularly supports large numbers of 
Western Wattlebirds on various species of banksias. This is 
fascinating, as although both sites have a large amount of 
banksia woodland, they both have very different records of 
Western Wattlebirds; one site with records of frequent and 
large numbers of Western Wattlebirds, the other site (Bold 
Park) having very few records of them, and only in small 
numbers. 

Data

For this study 278 separate records of Western Wattlebird 
in the Perth metropolitan area were analysed. This includes 
248 sightings from eBird, and 30 sightings from other 
platforms. Data that was included was any sightings of 
Western Wattlebird in the Perth Metropolitan Area in the 
last 12 months from 15 July 2020.

Sites Around Perth Where Western Wattlebirds Have 
Been Recorded

The following accounts of each site does not include every 
site in Perth that Western Wattlebirds have been sighted – 
only the key ones, or other sites that have been chosen as 
useful to the study by the author.

Star Swamp

In the last twelve months, Western Wattlebirds have been 
recorded more than 15 times on eBird. The ‘frequency 
graph’ shows that they have been recorded over all 
months that birders have completed checklists in. There is 
no seasonal fluctuation in sightings of Western Wattlebirds 
at this location. 

The main banksia species found at Star Swamp include 
B. attenuata, B. menziesii and B. sessilis. At Star Swamp, 
there is 92 hectares of banksia, Tuart and Marri woodland. 
This is prime habitat for Western Wattlebirds, as Star 
Swamp holds one of the largest banksia woodland areas in 
Perth. Western Wattlebirds are regularly recorded at this 
location – this is one of the most reliable spots in Perth for 
the species.

And, although Western Wattlebirds are common in Star 
Swamp, they are not found often in nearby residential 

Red Wattlebird, photo by Tony France
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gardens, even ones that have banksia plants in abundance.

Lake Gwelup

In the last twelve months at this site, Western Wattlebirds 
have been recorded twice on eBird (D. Davison, M. 
Altman). However, other birders that do not record their 
sightings on eBird indicate that the time of year that they 
were sighted (March) is a regular time for them at the 
Lake. To the north of the body of water is an 11-hectare 
area of woodland, primarily consisting of banksias. As 
described by other articles on the distribution of Western 
Wattlebirds in the Perth Metro Area, although they tend 
to associate/feed from relatively common plants, such as 
banksias, they are not found regularly at each location that 
there are banksias (such as Lake Gwelup).

The lack of records of Western Wattlebirds at this location 
may indicate that they are either not present or are less 
vocal at this site. There is no known reason why they 
would be less vocal at this particular location – thus, it 
seems that they are not present at this site, even though 
there is a relative abundance of banksias that the Western 
Wattlebird associates with at other sites.

Lightning Swamp

Over the last 12 months, there have been in excess of 
11 records of Western Wattlebirds at Lightning Swamp 
on eBird. Other records show that Western Wattlebirds 
have been sighted by birders at this site more than 26 
times, other than eBird records. There is also no seasonal 
fluctuation in sightings of Western Wattlebirds at this 
location.

Lightning Swamp is a 71-hectare banksia woodland. The 
species of banksia found at Lightning Swamp include 
an abundance of B. prionotes, Firewood Banksia and 
Holly-leaved Banksia. Western Wattlebirds can easily be 
expected to be found here; eBird shows that almost any 
time of the year, 75-100% of checklists report the Western 
Wattlebird. It is a very reliable site for Western Wattlebird 
– one of the most reliable in Perth.

Bold Park

There have only ever been four records of Western 
Wattlebird at Bold Park on eBird, all in the last twelve 
months, even though there is a large area of woodland, 
including banksias. The main banksia species at Bold Park 
include Candle Banksia (B. attenuata), Bull Banksia (B. 
grandis) and Firewood Banksia. 

Bold Park does not only have banksia species. This 
means that, although Bold Park covers a large area,  
437-hectares,and holds many plants, the Western 
Wattlebirds may not associate with Bold Park as much as 
they associate with Lightning Swamp and Star Swamp, 
which have a higher percentage of banksia coverage. 
Further analysis of this is clearly needed to find out why 
Western Wattlebirds are not seen at Bold Park as much as 
they may be seen at other sites around Perth, even though 
Bold Park has a large number of banksia plants.

Dianella Open Space

In the previous 12 months, the Western Wattlebird has 
been recorded more than 33 times in Dianella (11 of those 
were specifically at Dianella Open Space). The surrounding 
suburb around Dianella Open Space seems to support 
large numbers of Western Wattlebirds, likely due to the 
attraction of the birds to the Open Space. According to 
eBird, there is no seasonal fluctuation in sightings at this 
site.

There is around 14-hectares of woodland at Dianella Open 

Space – this includes banksia and Jarrah woodland. Some 
of the banksia that can be found there includes B. ashbyi. 
This species is also found in the surrounding suburb of 
Dianella, which may explain their presence in suburban 
streets within Dianella.

Findings

From the above accounts of each site and the specific  
banksia species that are found there, it is clear that 
Western Wattlebirds tend to associate most with the 
following banksia species: Firewood Banksia, Holly-leaved 
Banksia, Acorn Banksia, Ashby’s Banksia, Parrot bush, Bull 
Banksia, and Candle Banksia.

The Western Wattlebird has also occasionally been 
recorded associating with grevillea species and hybrid aloe 
species. However, the most common genus of plants that 
the Western Wattlebird has been recorded perched on or 
feeding from is banksia. While they would be expected 
to feed from the banksias in the flowering season, there 
seems to be no seasonal fluctuation with the occurrence of 
Western Wattlebirds in the Perth Metropolitan Area.

Western Wattlebirds are, unsurprisingly, most often 
recorded at consolidated woodland areas, such as reserves 
and Regional Parks. At these sites, there is usually a 
large area of banksia woodland, over many hectares. This 
provides a safe place for nesting, as well as many banksia 
plants for them to feed from (the Western Wattlebird also 
feeds on insects and seeds, among other things, however 
the main source of food is nectar).

These birds are also recorded frequently on suburban 
streets, especially those that are near banksia woodland 
reserves, such as the Dianella Open Space, as discussed 
above. These sites provide a very important place for the 
Western Wattlebirds to exist. If these sites were to be 
developed and rezoned for residential and commercial 
use, it is almost certain that the Western Wattlebird would 
cease to be recorded in the Perth metropolitan area. The 
conservation implications of this is simple: these sites need 
to be preserved and managed now and into the future, not 
only for Western Wattlebirds, but for other organisms as 
well, including other species of birds, insects and plants.

The distribution of Western Wattlebirds is mysterious – 
although there appears to be no seasonal fluctuation in 
sightings at reserves where large amounts of banksia 
woodland is present, there is some seasonal fluctuation 
in the sightings of Western Wattlebirds at residential 
gardens (although not all gardens). This could be due to 
flowering seasons (although Western Wattlebirds appear 
to be associated with banksias at all times of the year, 
other plants, such as grevilleas, may be chosen specifically 
by these birds at certain times of the year when they are 
flowering for feeding purposes).
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Drew W. Davison

Abrolhos Islands Part 1
We have some stories which might be of interest to birders in this time of enforced isolation! This is certainly not a 
scientific paper, but observations made over more than 50 years. Firstly maybe some background might help. John 
started rock lobster fishing as a deckhand in 1961, after building a crayboat for a fisherman in his front yard during 
the off season. We designed and built our own boat in 1962 during our courtship and started out on our life together 
crayfishing on our own account. We fished both on the coast from Dongara and at North Island in the Houtman Abrolhos 
Islands during the island season, retiring from fishing in 2008. 

We have been keen birders all this time, and of 
course living at North Island, at first from March 
until August, and in later years until June, gave 
a great opportunity to observe a range of birds. 
Being at sea almost every day gave John a great 
opportunity to study and enjoy the ever-present 
seabirds. 

We have been involved in seabird conservation for 
a long time. In the 1970s we arranged to take Dr 
Andrew Burbidge and Phil Fuller over to Pelsaert 
Island on our crayboat for their annual field trip in 
November, and returned to pick them up a week 
later. They had no communications, wouldn’t be 
allowed today! Beth later was invited to join them 
on a field trip through the Islands on a Department 
of Fisheries patrol vessel.

We are still active in volunteer bird conservation, 
carrying out an annual field trip on our boat “Hero” 
with Dr Chris Surman and Dr Andrew Burbidge 
primarily studying Lesser Noddies, but also other 
nesting birds at the islands. Every season, late 
April is shearwater central at the Abrolhos, with 
great flocks around while we pulled our pots, 
hanging around near the pot tipper for the oily 
streak from the bait when the pot comes out of 
the water, leaving a slicked patch for them to fish 
in. Also Wilson’s, White-faced and Soft-plumaged 
Petrels. 

The shearwaters were of course a mix of our local west coast Wedge-tailed and Little Shearwaters, Flesh-Footed 
Shearwater from around Esperance already on their 'trip', and a few Streaked from Japan extending their summer. 
One year we had an unfamiliar group of shearwaters who never approached the boat, which we thought were Hutton’s 
Shearwater from New Zealand. It is normally confined to the Australian east coast.

At this time the Great Skuas would turn up in numbers for feast time on the Wedge-tailed Shearwater fledglings.

Suddenly the shearwaters would all be gone, and the sky would be almost empty for maybe a week until the first of the 
Wedge-tailed chicks would appear, trying to get their flying happening. Many would come ashore on our island, which 
is ten nautical miles (18.5 kms for landlubbers) north of West Wallabi Island. It was the largest breeding colony in the 
eastern Indian Ocean, estimated to have over 1 000 000 breeding pairs on the island in the early days. Another survey 

Lesser Noddy, photo by Athena Georgiou (not from this trip)
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in 1998 estimated the population to have significantly 
declined. 

What was most fascinating was that at the time the adult 
shearwaters left on their winter holiday, juvenile Yellow-
nosed Albatross would turn up in numbers and stay until 
the chicks had left to follow their parents after a couple 
of weeks. They then also disappeared, presumably back 
south. They were not seen again, however with the first 
cold fronts in late May and June adult Yellow-nosed birds 

would appear with adult Shy Albatross and would be common 
for the winter months, but not the immature birds.

We could only think that the juvenile Yellow-nosed Albatross’s 
job was to coach the shearwater chicks in how to ride the uplift 
on the waves. There seemed to us to be no other reason for 
them to suddenly turn up and then leave. Like the skuas, it 
must be in their diary.

John & Beth Fitzhardinge

John recording Lesser Noddy numbers

Lesser Noddy on nest, which are built in Mangroves. They 
are very calm birds, and stay put on their nest

Join renowned specialist guide Luke Paterson 
on award-winning birding & photographic 
tours in northern Australia & Sri Lanka.
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Birding, Wildlife & Photographic Safaris
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itineraries & small group adventures 
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• Fully accredited & permitted operators 
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• Private birding / photo cruises
• Luxury vehicles tours@NTBirdSpecialists.com.au   0421 651 122
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*New availability* 
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to 
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Private & Small Group Birdwatching  
& Bird Photography tours: 
Top End, Alice Springs, Mount Isa
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MAY
JUL
JUL

AUG
AUG
SEP

Sri Lankan Birding & Wildlife Safari        15 Days
Kimberley Birdwatching Tours                 14 Days
Ultimate Top End Birding Adventure     10 Days
North Australian Outback Birding              
Darwin to Cairns via Mt Isa *NEW*       17 Days
Top End Finch Frenzy Ex. Darwin              7 Days
Top End Bird Photography Expedition     9 Days
Canon Collective Nature Photography    5 Days
Alice Springs / Mount Isa charters

Spaces limited. Please Book early for 2021-2023
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WABN Crossword No. 44, vol 117, 2006    Revised 2020 by Pam Agar

CLUES

ACROSS
5. Pardalote nest site.
6. Common quail of wheatbelt.
8. Feeding method of ibis.
9. One may be more suited to nest sites 

than others.
11. For recording WA sightings.
12. Western Rosella’s is yellow.
15. Good site for birds of the karri forest.
17. Shy feeder of mudflats.
18. Offence.
19. Those close to Perth offer different 

birds. 
22. Adjustment to environment.
24. Song of fairy-wrens.
25. Distinctive pattern of southern 

pardalote.
26. Small long-tailed bird.

DOWN
1. May dictate species present.
2. Plains east of Broome.
3. At risk.
4. To gain knowledge.
6. Family name of Boobies.
7. Colour of local rail’s band.
10. Food of miners.
13. Fruit-eater.
14. To mate.
15. Likely to be protective.
16. In SA, good site for mallee birds.
20. Dense aggregation.
21. Noongar name of Malleefowl.
23. Colouring may be a clue to this.

Answers on page 51 

  1  2     3    4  

5       6    7    

               

 8      9        

10               

    11           

12           13  14  

      15         

   16            

17     18          

          19     

20         21      

22     23          

           24    

25         26      

 

Notices

BirdLife WA 2021 Calendar

The 2021 calendar is now available at the BirdLife WA office for $10 each (over the 
counter) or $13.30 including postage.

Contact the office for the postage rate if purchasing more than 1 calendar. You can 
order calendars from the office by phoning 9383 7749 or emailing wa@birdlife.org.
au.

Payment can be made by credit card, cash, direct deposit or posting a cheque. 
Calendars will also be sold at the Monday monthly meetings and some bird 
excursions between now and the New Year.

All photographs are by BirdLife WA members and photographs were chosen by 
professional wildlife photographers Jiri and Marie Lochman. 

All profits aid the BirdLife WA Australasian Bittern Project.
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Help protect our Wetlands
World’s Wetlands
Do you know a wetland?

Wetlands include swamps, marshes, fens, bogs, lakes, 
rivers, floodplains, estuaries, mangroves, mudflats, coral 
reefs and lagoons. If you do know a wetland, then you 
can help. 

Wetlands across the globe are in danger. Estimates 
suggest that in some parts of the world wetland losses 
have been as high as 87% since 1700. The loss and 
degradation of wetland causes impacts on human well-
being and wildlife alike. 

The World Wetland Network (www.worldwetnet.
org), the Ramsar Section of the Society of Wetland 
Scientists (www.sws.org), the Cobra Collective (www.
cobracollective.org) and the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) (www.iucn.org) have come 
together to gather and evaluate information from across 
the world and to lead a global assessment based on 
‘citizen-science’ on the state of wetlands. This is a repeat 
of the 2017 survey which is reported on in the Wetlands 
journal here: https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/
s13157-020-01267-8 

If you contributed to the 2017 survey thank you very 
much indeed – your information has been invaluable. 
We’d really like you to also contribute to this new survey 
so that we can assess any recent changes to the same 
wetland(s) about which you previously reported. 

All you need to do is follow the link below and fill in some 
simple information about the wetland you know. It will 
take a maximum of 15 minutes but will really help our 
understanding of how the world’s wetlands are doing.

https://openuniversity.onlinesurveys.ac.uk/world-
wetland-survey-2020-english-2

Dr Rose Ferrell

BIRD WALKS AT STIRLING 
RANGE RETREAT 2020

The owners of the Stirling Range Retreat, Virginia and 
Darren, have requested that BirdLife Western Australia 
volunteers lead walks at Stirling Range Retreat again 
this year as we have done in the past. Each volunteer 
would spend one week leading daily dawn (8a.m.) and 
afternoon (3p.m.) bird walks during Spring 2020. After 
the devastating fires in the National Park we have an 
excellent opportunity to support the Retreat.
The walks this year will commence on Saturday 29th 
August (the first volunteer arrives on Friday 28th 
August) and conclude after the 8am morning walk on 
Saturday 31st October 2020 .
Again the walks will be conducted on well-pounded 
kangaroo trails, within the Retreat precinct and in the 
adjacent 50 acres of woodland north of the Retreat. The 
terrain is flat and the walks are very easily negotiated.
We would also expect to conduct evening talks at 
7pm on Monday, Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday 
that are illustrated with a Power Point presentation of 
bird photographs and accompanying bird calls. The 
computer and projector will be available pre-loaded with 
the necessary software for the duration of the program.

Accommodation arrangements in 2020 will be as follows:
The leaders and their partners will be offered a 50% 
tariff on cabin accommodation.
• For those people who will be using their own 

caravan for accommodation a tariff free powered site 
will be available.

• 100% of all walk and talk fees will be donated to 
BirdLife Western Australia. Note: during Spring 
2019 BirdLife volunteers raised more than $3300.00 
from the walks and Power Point presentations.

• When available, leaders are invited to join the 9am 
Hidden Treasures Orchid and Wildflower Tour as 
guests of the Retreat.

All weeks are still available to volunteers who would like 
to take part in the program and weeks will be allocated 
on a first come, first served basis.

For further details please contact Clive Nealon
livenealon@bigpond.com 

or
by phone at 9448-5921  or  0402 009 462

Notices, ctd

Magpie-lark, photo by David Free



Birds on Farms – What are Yours?
From the end of May, local birdwatcher, Rose Ferrell, is 
offering free bird surveys on your property.

Whether you have a beautiful garden, a lifestyle block, an 
accommodation business or a serious agricultural concern, 
Rose is happy to spend up to two hours to deliver you a list 
of the birds which are resident, seasonal, or just passing 
through. You can use the list to promote or represent your 
business, for example, on a website, or simply keep it as a 
reminder of the richness of your beloved home.

Rose, who began birding in 2006, is an experienced birder 
who has been involved in bird surveys in the community 
across Western Australia (often with her partner, bird tour 
guide, Peter Taylor) for over a decade. Some of the bodies 
for whom the surveys have been completed include the 
Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions, 
BirdLife Australia, Green Skills Denmark, and other land 
management and conservation groups. Rose’s knowledge 
of the birds of the South West is solid and based on 
experience.

When asked why she was offering free surveys, Rose 
replied “It’s my favourite thing to do. Just get in the car, 
drive to a reserve or national park, and wander. But we’re 
running out of places I haven’t been!” She adds “I don’t so 
much care about listing. It’s the glimpse into another world 
which fascinates me.” The South West of Western Australia 
is home to some unique birds which don’t occur anywhere 
else in the world. “There are 16 endemic species, and five 
near-endemics. We are all familiar with the white-tailed 
black-cockatoos (Baudins and Carnaby's), Western Corellas 
and Western Rosellas. Who can miss their screechy calls? 
Then you have the Noisy Scrub-bird, which is noisy, 
but almost impossible to see, it occurs in such a limited 

number of places along the south coast. Then of course, 
there are the beautiful little bush birds. I feel so privileged 
when I see a Red-eared Firetail, White-breasted Robin or 
Red-winged Fairywren in my garden.”

“Our birds are under all sorts of threat, and I know a lot 
of them should be here, but you never see or hear about 
them. Doing surveys is something like a treasure hunt 
– to find out where the birds which are more difficult to 
find are. There are some mysteries in the bird world too. 
Like the Rufous Bristlebird, or Lewin’s Rail. They used to 
be here, but have now been presumed extinct in Western 
Australia. It’s every birder’s dream to find such a species 
unexpectedly alive somewhere. And we have so many 
nooks and crannies in this area where they could be 
hiding."

Rose will use land use as a way to define where should 
be surveyed to get a comprehensive picture of any single 
property. For example, farms may include: a farm dam; 
productive (empty) pasture paddock; crop paddock; 
riparian /riverine creek line; remnant bushland; orchard; 
wetland / swamp; house block (exotic/native garden, 
vegetable garden); or agroforestry block. This list not 
exhaustive, but covers the most likely ecosystems, which 
will support different bird species.

Rose is also familiar with biosecurity issues and good farm 
etiquette: washing down tyres, sticking to tracks, and 
leaving gates as you find them is common sense and good 
practice. If you would like to put your name down for a 
bird survey, call Rose on 0437 485 237; or email her on 
rosieglow@westnet.com.au to organise a convenient time.

Notices, ctd

Great Western Woodland

Trees in the Cave Hill camp ground, Photo by Libby McGill

The Great Western Woodlands Committee is 
looking for volunteer leaders and surveyors

Do you like the great outdoors and enjoy birding?

We are looking for more surveyors. So if you have been a surveyor 
in the past and haven’t been out in the woodlands for a while, 

now is the time to dust off your gear and join us. Why not think of 
leading a survey?

• Most of the administration work will be done for you by the 
Coordinators. 

• You will be supplied with a 'Sat phone', extra GPS units if 
necessary and any permissions needed.

• All that our volunteer leaders need to do is fix a meeting 
place, organise the surveyors into suitable groups per vehicle 
and decide what sites are to be done each day. 

• Suitable campsites are suggested in the information you will 
be given.

• Safety is an important aspect which is covered in the 
information packs given to each participant.

• At the end of the survey a report should be returned with a 
total bird count and details of any flowering and fruiting. 

GWW coordinators are also looking for help in the office for 
dealing with emails and mailing out information packs, publicity 

and keeping spreadsheets up to date. 

For further information contact the Coordinators at 
gww@birdlife.org.au .
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Nothing is beyond reach with 
the RX10 IV from Sony

The RX10 IV is the perfect all-in-one camera for bird photography, delivering 
lightning focus, super zoom, and silent shooting in a compact 1kg body. 

sony.com.au/premiumcompact

Shoot stunning bird images from 
any distance with the 24-600mm 
large-aperture zoom lens

Minimise disruption to birdlife 
by activating ‘Silent Shooting’ to 
operate the electronic shutter 
without noise

Conveniently photograph birds in 
motion with High-density Tracking  
AF Technology 

Capture exactly the right moment 
with continuous shooting at 24fps 
with AF/AE tracking 
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OUR FAVOURITE BIRDING PLACES – ALBANY BIRD GROUP
LAKE SEPPINGS
Where: Lake Seppings Drive/ Anzac 
Road parking area, Albany.

Please note that car break-ins have 
occurred at the official parking area 
off Golf Links Road. We no longer 
recommend parking there. Follow 
the 3 km bird walk trail around Lake 
Seppings where well over 100 species 
have been recorded. 

When: Year-round. Part of the track 
may be covered in water during 
late winter and early spring if there 
has been heavy rainfall. Gumboots 
recommended during that time.

What you can expect to find

• generally easy to find: Musk Duck, 
Blue-billed Duck, Swamp Harrier, 
Red-winged Fairy-wren, Red-eared 
Firetail.

• worth looking for: Great Crested 
Grebe, White-breasted Robin, 
Spotless Crake, Shining Bronze-
cuckoo (seasonal).

KAMBALLUP NATURE RESERVE
Where: Bush track parking 
approximately 800 m west of Chester 
Pass Road / Woogenellup Road 
Junction.

Explore tracks on both sides of the 
road and along the river.

When: best autumn – spring.

What you can expect to find

• generally easy to find: Elegant 
Parrot, Dusky Woodswallow, Sacred 
Kingfisher (seasonal), Rufous 
Whistler, Striated Pardalote, Restless 
Flycatcher.

• worth looking for: Blue-breasted 
Fairy-wren, Rufous Treecreeper.

CHEYNES BEACH / 
WAYCHINICUP NATIONAL PARK
Where: parking areas off Cheynes 
Road near beach. Walk bushtracks 
through heathland.

When: Year-round. 

What you can expect to find:

• generally easy to find: Noisy 
Scrub-bird*, Western Bristlebird*, 
Western Whipbird*, Southern Emu-
wren, Red-eared Firetail, Brush 
Bronzewing  *more likely to be 
heard than seen.

• worth looking for Brown Quail, 
Spotted Nightjar, Nankeen Kestrel.

CRANBROOK TOWN RESERVE
Where: Salt River Road, 1 km east of 
Cranbrook. Park along road verge.

When: best late winter to early 
summer.

What you can expect to find:

• generally easy to find: Carnaby's 
Black-Cockatoo, Western Yellow 
Robin, Restless Flycatcher, Rufous 
Treecreeper, White-browed Babbler.

• worth looking for: Crested Shrike-
tit, Rainbow Bee-eater (seasonal), 
Western Thornbill.

LAKE POWELL NATURE 
RESERVE
Where: off Lower Denmark Road. Park 
opposite reserve entrance near Old 
School Rd approximately 200 m west 
of Elleker – Grasmere Rd.

When: year-round.

What you can expect to find

• generally easy to find: Red-winged 
Fairy-wren, Grey Teal, Hoary-headed 
Grebe, Purple Swamphen.

• worth looking for: Pink-eared 
Duck, Red-necked Avocet, Spotless 
Crake.

MORLEY BEACH, WILSON 
INLET
Where: end of Morley Road, Youngs 
Siding.

When: November - April

What you can expect to find

• generally easy to find: Red-
necked Stint, Red-capped Plover, 
Red-necked Avocet, Sharp-tailed 
Sandpiper, Common Greenshank.

• worth looking for: Pectoral 
Sandpiper, Curlew Sandpiper, Black-
tailed Godwit, Long-toed Stint, Fairy 
Tern.

TWIN CREEKS CONSERVATION 
RESERVE
Where: Knight Road, 3.5 km north of 
Porongurup Road. Please close gate 
after entering and follow gravel track 
to the parking area.

When: year-round.

What you can expect to find

• generally easy to find: Scarlet 
Robin, Western Yellow Robin, Dusky 
Woodswallow, Striated Pardalote 
(seasonal).

• worth looking for: Painted Button-
quail, Purple-crowned Lorikeet 
(seasonal).

TORBAY HALL
Where: Hunwick South Road, Torbay. 
Turn left at sign “Hall” approximately 
1.km west of Lower Denmark Road.

When: year-round

What you can expect to find

• generally easy to find: Western 
Spinebill, Scarlet Robin, Spotted 
Pardalote.

• worth looking for: Australian 
Owlet-nightjar. 

KAMBALLUP NATURE RESERVE, JULY
After a lengthy coronavirus-enforced break we resumed 
our monthly outings in July. Wet weather resulted in the 
forced postponement of our outing by a fortnight and the 
weather gods were certainly kinder on the 28th.

We visited the Kamballup Nature Reserve, off Woogenellup 
Road, where we encountered a good variety of bushbirds. 
Elegant Parrots seemed to be the most prolific birds with 
Weebills a close second. We managed to get very good 
views of Rufous and Golden Whistlers as well as Grey 
Shrike-thrush and Restless Flycatcher.

We were pleased to see that one of the Sacred Kingfisher 

regularly found at the reserve was present and wondered 
whether the bird might have spent the winter locally 
instead of migrating north. At the Kalgan River we found 
Musk Duck, Grey Teal, Eurasian Coot and Hoary-headed 
Grebe among others.

After morning tea some of us continued to another place 
by the Kalgan River off Syred Road where we added a 
few more species including Scarlet Robin and Dusky 
Woodswallow. Here, too, we encountered a Sacred 
Kingfisher. The tally for the day was 42 species.

Anne Bondin
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BIRDLIFE BUNBURY
BANDED LAPWINGS
Following up our previous WABN 174 (p. 39) entry, the 
Shire of Harvey’s Environment Officer Samantha Pickering 
continues to provide interest and protection for these 
striking, small, beleaguered ground-dwelling birds as they 
are encroached by development and housing. Samantha 
has provided planting and rocks for summer shade and 
'hide-aways' this winter.

In Bunbury, Banded Lapwings dwell just minutes from the 
CBD and gallant pairs do their mighty best to nest and 
raise their chicks along remnant, and ever-diminishing, 
grassy patches, constantly threatened by encroaching 
human presence. Blessed by the early quiet days of 
Coronavirus there was a successful brood raised along one 
of our busiest thoroughfares.

MAY EXCURSION
In the time of CV’s “less than ten”, we made a non-BirdLife 
birding visit. We were at the invitation of Bronwyn Mutton 
to view the long years of care and custodianship since the 
mid-1980s by Capel Land Care and especially the Mutton 
family in the Tuart Forest National Park’s north block at 
Minninup. Here a kangaroo protection fence was erected 
in 2012 to protect vegetation regrowth from the increasing 
number of kangaroos. It was rewarding to learn of their 
observations of ground covers over the years, with species 
of wild grasses and bush orchids returning after long 
absences.  

Many visitors, seeing the spring wonderland have 
exclaimed, “I have not seen flowers in forests like this, 
since my childhood” (50-60 years ago). 

As sometimes happens the birds were quiet on the day but 
we can excitedly report the call of a Restless Flycatcher, 
uncommon now in our region. 

JUNE EXCURSION
Our first visit with easing CV restrictions took us and the 
now mandatory sanitizer on our annual pilgrimage to 
Pultanaea Walk in the College Grove part of Manea Park 
which is Bunbury’s bushland jewel. We were accompanied 
by leaders of Friends of MP, Julie and Barry Clark, who’ve 
worked hard to conserve the park for around 20 years. 
They described their continuing success stories, including 
the boot-washing stations along the walk that they 
maintain to protect against die-back, and showed us 
emerging wildflowers and native orchids. We looked down 
for botany and up for birds.

JULY BWA HIGHLIGHT AND BUNBURY OUTER 
RING ROAD
BirdLife WA’s Executive Committee visited Bunbury on 
Monday 13th July in their inaugural 'meet the regional 
groups' endeavour. The day began with a morning-tea 
meet-up session on the ocean at Back Beach Café. Chair 
Viv Read spoke at length about the EC, and Di Mohen 
gave an impromptu description of BirdLife Bunbury and its 
accomplishments. At the day’s end BWA held their regular 
meeting at Parade Hotel on Leschenault Inlet. During 
the day we were joined by scientist Dr Eddie Wajon (WA 
Wildflower Society), and community and environmental 
leaders keen to meet BWA.  

BWA requested an 'issue affecting birds”, so we visited 
Gelorup a little south of Bunbury. This w'll soon become 
Bunbury Outer Ring Road and this peaceful forest will be 
divided by a four lane highway corridor. (Visit Main Roads’ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AOXzSMG5QUc to 
see our proposed $852 M, “bells, whistles and unicorns” 
27 kilometre by-pass. This short video shows the north 
section to South West Highway, where it will take out 
711 trees greater than 500 mm wide and is 87% cleared 
farmland. (EPA Report 2020). 

Here a new bridge will span the Collie River through 
an Australasian Darter nesting colony which was only 
discovered in April when it was active, and confirmed by 
Shire of Harvey (WABN 174, p. 37).

Our guide was local Gelorup resident Keiran Noonan who, 
with his deep indigenous knowledge, showed us culturally 
significant scar trees and explained the antiquity that 
will be lost. We walked through quality banksia woodland 
where remains the largest WA Woody Pear (Xylomelum 
occidentale) and two giant Moodjars (Nuytsia floribunda), 
WA’s symbolic Christmas Tree. We visited the giant 
Grandfather Tuart in a neighbouring section, which holds 
in its lofty heights a Whistling Kite nest known to be active 
over 17 years. This Tuart has become a photographic 
favourite with visitors who instinctively touch this stand-
out tree for its power. 

Nearby is the Birthing Tree, sacred to Aboriginal women, 
a majestic Melaleuca preissiana, the largest paperbark 
remaining of its kind, along Five Mile Brook. There are 
healthy groves of paperbark Melaleuca raphiophylla and 
flooded gums Eucalyptus rudis here. All will be impacted.

Five outstanding trees are classified with National Trust of 
WA’s Significant Tree Register, and are part of the mixed 
Tuart, Jarrah, banksia, Moodjar and Woody Pear forest. 
Endemic to the south-west, these are recognized as the 
largest remaining representatives of their species left in 
the world.

Dr Wajon’s aim is “to document old, tall, large, significant, 
cultural, interesting, and habitat trees in this corridor. 
Ancient Tuarts, old Marris that have hollows for animals, 
particularly black-cockatoos, and also the biggest of 
species, like Christmas Trees and Woody Pears that tell the 
story of the environmental, cultural and aesthetic values 
of the trees in the corridor that are potentially going to 
be demolished. There are huge environmental values of 
both trees and other flora on the corridor. Building a road 
will destroy those values. It has been recognized by Dr 
Wajon that, ‘the clearing footprint is way too big and the 
environmental impact is so huge’.” (SW Times 23/7/2020).

With the assistance of tail-gaters Bunbury birders Doug 
Shrimpton and Graeme Hargans, we, 30 people, moved 
along. Because of the pace, we could not devote ourselves 
to birds, but our scribe Jane Putland noted 14 species.  

Noteworthy were forest birds we’d expect in bushland of 
this calibre such as Regent Parrot and Forest Red-tailed 
Black-Cockatoo. Australia’s shortest bird, the sociable and 
vocal Weebill, together with Scarlet Robin, Rufous Whistler, 
and the Grey Shrike-thrush, the bird with trusting eye and 
mellifluous song, were all recorded as well as Red-capped 
Parrot, Gelorup’s emblem bird. 

This helps to paint a portrait of the natural assets in 
Gelorup Corridor.

Overall, the BORR footprint, including run-in lanes, 
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overheads and underpasses constitutes an educated 
guess of around 30% of the natural environment. This is a 
substantial loss of critical habitat and the knock-on effect 
to the cornucopia of birds will be immense.  

Instead with the colossal amount of money allocated, 
the existing highway could be redesigned using modern 
methods with flyovers and underpasses to synchronize 
traffic flow. A high cost to the natural world would be 
bypassed. 

BUSH REGENERATION PROJECTS
A number of Bunbury birders are joining again this winter 
with local government and natural resource managers in 
revegetation and restoration projects that will ultimately 
increase habitat for nature, and especially for our native 
birds.

Sue Kalab
Convenor, BirdLife Bunbury

CAPE TO CAPE BIRD GROUP
All excursions are advertised in the Cape to Cape Bird 
Group newsletter (see publications on BirdLife WA 
website), may be advertised on BirdLife WA E-news and 
for BirdLife Australia members, supporters and the general 
public. If you wish to be on the newsletter mailing list 
and/or list for monthly seabird trip information contact 
Christine Wilder cwilderone@yahoo.com.au

During the Covid lockdown, the only bird-watching 
activities occurring within the capes were charters at the 
discretion of the tour owner/operator, consulting with 
AMSA, Department of Transport and local police.

INVESTIGATIONS FROM AUGUSTA BOAT 
HARBOUR AND RETURN, 18 APRIL
It was unusual heading out of the harbour without a full 
contingent of birders and photographers on board. A pod 
of at least eight dolphins greeted us, then shearwaters, 
Black-browed and Indian Yellow-nosed Albatrosses. Early 
on a skua flew by and disappeared with no time for photos 
or definite id and seeing it overhead for a few seconds I 
called possible South Polar Skua, then a second skua flew 
round the boat (it may have been the first bird return) 
and rested on the surface of the sea with around fifty 
photographs taken, enabling identification later by Dr. 
Vincent Mourik, NSW, who researches moult of skuas. John 
Graff immediately identified it as a South Polar Skua from 
initial photos posted by David Muller on Facebook and 
‘Seabirds and Pelagics Australia’. Wilson’s Storm-Petrels, 
one of the most abundant seabirds in the world, feeding 
on fish, squid, crustaceans and scooping oil from the ocean 
surface, were constantly on the move especially around 
cray pot floats, as fishers on board a local fishing vessel 
were checking and setting numerous pots close by.

Back in the harbour and a juvenile White-bellied Sea-
Eagle was being harassed by four Pacific Gulls and three 
Silver Gulls as it flew overhead. On this trip we travelled 

past Seal Island and the lighthouse, south west of Cape 
Leeuwin to 5.3 nautical miles, on a compass reading of 
163 degrees, to a depth of 42 metres and returned via 
Flinders and St. Alouarn Islands. Total distance travelled 
was 25.8 nautical miles. Thanks to Brad Keyser and Blake 
Muller for photography and David Muller and Blake Muller 
for another day of excitement.

INVESTIGATIONS FROM AUGUSTA BOAT 
HARBOUR AND RETURN, 10 MAY
This charter was a sea-birding survey trip (with fishing), 
and we were able to abide by social distancing restrictions 
too with only four on board (including crew). From the 
ocean north of Cape Leeuwin, looking towards the east 
provides a spectacular perspective of the ridge and 
coastline through to Deepdene and Cosy Corner. There is 
nothing like floating silently close to shore, with the sound 
of the waves crashing loudly on the beach. We hugged 
the coast to shelter from the wind but out west near Mins, 
although we did not throw any ‘chum’, the birds were at 
once attracted to the boat, and we were treated to a swirl 
of shearwaters (mostly Flesh-footed, a couple of Wedge-
tailed, one Hutton’s), then Indian Yellow-nosed and Shy 
Albatrosses and two skuas joined in. There possibly was 
another species of shearwater – Short-tailed – in the 
mix, but no positive id or photos. Those impressive Shy 
Albatrosses (imagine one shy-type with such a white cap 
– unfortunately not diagnostic!), drifted in on long wings, 
putting on a fabulous show streaking across the back 
of the boat and skimming the water, then flying almost 
straight upwards, closely round the boat and repeating the 
whole display again and again. The Brown Skuas (vicious 
claws visible) were chasing and attacking the shearwaters, 
which ducked and dived to escape the onslaught. 

Another amazing trip out from the cape with a total 
distance travelled of 28.87 nautical miles to a depth of 40 

Richard Routh and Gelorup's Grandfather Tuart, Photo 
by Sue Kalab
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metres. Most importantly thanks to David Muller for his 
ability to choose the best area for the conditions on the 
day, taking into consideration wind direction and swell, and 
to Dean McFaull and Terry Scott for their fabulous photos, 
making it an all-round special day.

INVESTIGATIONS FROM AUGUSTA BOAT 
HARBOUR AND RETURN, 23 MAY
We managed to sneak this charter in, as warnings were 
broadcast of a fierce storm due the next day, combined 
with remains of a cyclone, and predictions of a swell of 
more than 10 metres with high winds. The question asked 
– do the birds know? We did not have a full complement on 
board (to comply with social distancing), but the group’s 
enthusiasm to blow away the ‘covid cobwebs’ was obvious. 
The conditions were challenging but remained comfortable. 
The cape is a tricky place to negotiate with wind direction 
and especially chop.

We hugged the coast once we were round the corner, 
north west of the lighthouse, towards Deepdene and the 
Cosy Corner Islets. An Osprey was roosting on the longest 
islet as we passed by and three Welcome Swallows flew 
behind the boat. Bridled Terns are often seen there, but 
no terns were seen this time. We were very close to Cosy 
Corner beach where people were fishing, some on the rock 
platform, so we didn’t continue north (through the narrow 
eye) to view the magnificent cliff face as we may have 
disturbed the balloons/lines, but turned and headed to 
rocks where seals were resting, unable to venture too close 
due to the chop. Out past Cumberland Rock, two dolphins 
kept pace with the boat for a few minutes and we started 
to see albatrosses. It was a little weird as shearwaters 
were absent with nothing seen anywhere on the horizon, 
except for two Hutton’s Shearwaters flying at speed to 
the north. The Indian Yellow-nosed Albatrosses kept their 
distance, not venturing close until a Brown Skua was seen 
resting on the ocean surface and albatrosses joined it. 
Perhaps it is the competition for the ‘chum’ that draws the 
albatrosses in, as prior to that they were not interested in 
it at all. Two Wilson’s Storm-Petrels also sped by, close to 
the waves, difficult to spot because of their pace and size.

Making our way back to the lighthouse we saw a 
Humpback Whale breaching further west, but as it was 
more than 200 m ahead of us, we followed it for a short 
distance. Statistics for this trip were: sunny, wind NNE 

19 knots, swell SW 2.8 metres; total distance travelled 
was 33.19 nautical miles; distance offshore SSW was 
5 nautical miles, parallel to the coast, to a depth of 48 
metres. Thanks to photographers Brad Keyser, Jann Lane, 
Rick Lane, Don Carlson and Peter Durey. Also to John Graff 
and Vincent Mourik for comments, and David Muller and 
Blake Muller for another absolutely brilliant day, thoroughly 
enjoyed by everyone on board

INVESTIGATIONS FROM AUGUSTA BOAT 
HARBOUR AND RETURN, 20 JUNE
It was a really cold morning of around 4°C, mist and 
sunshine, but it didn’t mean a thing when the weather 
forecast showed the swell and wind reducing, and it turned 
out to be the opposite. That is how the wild world works. 
When the swell hits the chop, then it is a challenge, but 
this did not phase the crowd of eleven on board what I 
dubbed “the celebrity cruise” as everyone seemed to be 
famous for one thing or another. It was great to have Sue 
Kalab and Diane Mohen along from the BirdLife Bunbury 
Group.
No matter which way we looked it was choppy, so we 
headed past the Cape Leeuwin Lighthouse and turned 
right and north to hug the coast, with a bracing spray, 
a spectacular sight of the ridge and the pounding waves 
below the cliffs greeting us. Dolphins were in their usual 
spot just north of the lighthouse and a whale breached. 
Black-browed Albatrosses were seen but kept their 
distance. Missing were shearwaters and they are the ones 
that appear to draw the other birds closer to the boat. As 
usual the Australasian Gannets were impressive. We circled 
around towards the islands. First stop was Seal Island with 
large numbers of Silver Gulls and Crested Terns counted. 
An important discovery was Pied Cormorants in a small 
breeding colony, with about 40 birds (20 pairs) perched 
on exposed stick nests. According to Marcus Singor, Pied 
Cormorants do not seem to be bothered by bad weather 
such as the recent storms we experienced here, especially 
with a swell of ten metres. Next on to Flinders Island 
where only a small number of fur seals were seen. A 
single Sooty Oystercatcher was photographed on the rock 
platform on the island. St. Alouarn Island was looking 
perfect in the sunshine, but no birds were seen on or near 
it.
Statistics for this trip: sunny, wind NE 20 knots, swell 2.5 
metres; west of Cape Leeuwin Lighthouse 7 nautical miles; 
total distance travelled was 30 nautical miles, to a depth 
of 45 metres. Thanks to photographers Machi Yoshida, 
Ian Wiese, Brad Keyser, Wendy Eiby, Georgia Clifford and 
Sam Pitts. Thanks also to David Mills. It was a real social 
occasion and once again David Muller and Blake Muller 
hosted a brilliant and invigorating morning in this very 
special location.

BIRDBLITZ THE BLACKWOOD 2020 – EAST 
AUGUSTA, 18 JULY
Our full day excursion was a breath of fresh air, and it was 
so good to finally be back exploring the countryside with 
a group of birders enjoying each other’s company and the 
birds. The weather was both sunny and overcast with a 
couple of short showers. Seven of us met along Scott River 
Road and proceeded to East Augusta to explore, conduct 
surveys and check for Osprey activity. Along the foreshore 
walk track a single Osprey flew overhead, a wriggling 
whiting in its talons. We surveyed the entrance to Swan 
Lake, the Deadwater, the sand bar and Colourpatch and 
walked in the timber reserve. A total of 43 species was 
seen.

Christine Wilder

Juvenile White-bellied Sea-Eagle, photo by Caroline 
Mynott
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MANDURAH BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP
FAIRBRIDGE VILLAGE
An attendance of 26 came to the Historic Fairbridge Village 
in North Pinjarra on Friday June 26th. We welcomed a 
number of new faces and some who have not been for 
some time enjoyed a very pleasant sunny morning. Thirty 
five species were identified which was less than usually 
seen around the area.

The visit to the village is always a pleasure as we book 
in for morning tea, provided for us in one of the Historic 
Buildings in the Village. This made for much camaraderie 
amongst our friendly members.

LEN HOWARD CONSERVATION PARK, ERSKINE, 
24 JULY
Twenty four members attended including a new member 
to the group, Robyn Devenish OAM. A pleasant sunny 
morning ensued which made for a very interesting 
experience. 

Sixty species were observed which included some that are 
not always seen at this time of the year such as Eastern 
Curlew, Bar-tailed Godwit, Common Greenshank and a 
Royal Spoonbill. I saw a Royal Spoonbill in the vicinity a 
couple of years ago so apparently it has adopted Mandurah 
as its home. It was some distance from our viewing area 
but fittingly Bill Howard, son of the late Len Howard, was 
able to capture a reasonable photo. 

A very successful outing was finished off with morning 
tea in the sunshine on the grassed area overlooking the 
magnificent Peel Harvey Estuary, home to many resident 
shore birds and in season migratory birds and a diverse 
number of inland birds.

Bill King, Leader Mandurah Bird Observers Group, 
email newbill13@bigpond.com or 

phone 08 9534 9913.

BIRDLIFE MIDWEST-GERALDTON 
SURVEYS FOR PLASTIC POLLUTION
Plastic pollution is now recognised as one of the world’s 
most pressing environmental issues and is a rapidly 
growing problem. Of the numerous recognised impacts to 
wildlife from marine litter, over 70% can be attributed to 
microplastics (see the Ausmap website at www.ausmap.
org).

In May, BirdLife Midwest-Geraldton sent microplastic 
samples for chemical analysis to Ausmap (Australian 
Microplastic Assessment Project). The sampling was 
undertaken as both primary microplastics (pellets 
or ‘nurdles’ between 1 and 5 mm) and secondary 
microplastics (broken down plastic between 1 and 5 mm) 
were noticed while group members were collecting litter 
along the high water mark of the eastern bank of the 
estuary lagoon behind the sandbar at Hutt River Mouth. 

Much of the macro-plastic (pieces over 5 mm) that was 
collected along the bank was subsequently sorted and 
recorded at Tangaroa Blue database (https://www.
tangaroablue.org). The material was largely fishing debris 
that had washed over the sandbar and become trapped at 
the eastern bank over many years. Material was extremely 
weathered and broken down, hence the visible microplastic 
component. 

In May, macro-plastic and microplastic sampling was 
done following the Ausmap protocol (www.ausmap.org). 
This involved a couple of 50 metre by 5 metre transects 

along the high water mark of the eastern bank, collecting 
the macro-plastics, and collecting microplastics from six 
random quadrats per transect. Quadrat samples were 
collected by initially sifting out 5000 cm3 of the surface 
material (50 x 50 x 2 cm) through a 5mm top sieve and 1 
mm bottom sieve. Back at home, the microplastics were 
then sorted from sand and biological material and types 
of microplastics were identified and recorded. (This is also 
an excellent chance to identify and quantify invertebrates 
on the riverbank.) The microplastic results from the May 
sampling are shown in Table 1.

Table 1. Number of different types of microplastic per m2, 
Hutt River Mouth lagoon east bank high water mark.

Type of Microplastic Microplastic per m2

Pellet 79

Hard Fragment 131

Fibre 13

Foam 183

Film 3

Total 410

Royal Spoonbill, photo by Bill Howard
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This site has quite high levels of microplastics. Results of 
microplastic sampling at other sites around Australia may 
be found at the Ausmap website, www.ausmap.org.

The types of microplastics in this size range here are 
mostly foam from weathered fishing floats and hard 
fragments, mostly from broken down cray pot parts. The 
pellets were mostly weathered clear-opaque nurdles and 
a few black industrial pellets. Fibres were largely missing 
from this microplastic size. There were many larger 
(few cm) pieces of rope in the microplastic sample that 
disintegrated to dust much smaller than 1 mm in size 
when touched. A couple of quadrats had a higher hard 
plastic fragment component compared to foam. This site 
exhibited in situ breakdown of material from whole float or 
large plastic pieces to millimetre size. Macro-litter collected 
along the east bank yielded 2387 pieces of foam buoy and 
a total of 3327 pieces of hard plastic, largely recognisable 
parts of cray pots. 

Microplastics and the nano-plastics (less than 1 mm size) 
are readily taken into the food chain. Removing litter from 
shorelines is important, so that this material does not 
break down and leach chemicals into the substrate, or 
become available for birds, fish and invertebrates to ingest. 
Where microplastics are evident, quantified sampling 
yields information about the main sources of plastic in the 
environment. Chemical analysis of microplastic samples 
may elucidate their origin and permit land managers to 
exact change. 

For more information about the Ausmap program 
(currently active WA hubs at Fremantle and Albany) or for 
information about microplastics, see the Ausmap website 
(www.ausmap.org) or Facebook and Instagram pages. 

Alice Bishop
The original pellets (nurdles) spotted at Hutt, photo by 
Alice Bishop

Excursion reports
FLYNN ROAD, 6 JUNE
The excursion to Flynn Road on 6th June was the first for 
BirdLife in WA since the COVID lock down. A total of 37 
birders met at the junction of Flynn Road and the Great 
Eastern Highway. The weather was overcast and there was 
a possibility of rain, certainly not a day for photographers, 
but many people brought their cameras.

We set off along Flynn Road into the woodlands, and on 
the way we stopped to look across a paddock to a dam. 
This is a good spot because it gives views of open country 
with some water.  On this day we found a group of three 
Scarlet Robins, no doubt the breeding pair with a juvenile 
still in attendance.

We arrived at the starting place for the walk and set off 
along a track that leads through Wandoo woodland and 
after about 2 km to a large granite outcrop. Soon after we 
entered the path some of the expert birders at the back of 
the group spotted Crested Shrike-tit and Pied Honeyeater. 
The Crested Shrike-tit was seen again later near the cars 
by some of the group who were leaving early. There was a 
good selection of bush birds to be seen, including Elegant 
Parrot. At the outcrop we sat down for morning tea; here 
we found four Western Yellow Robins much to the delight 
of the photographers. It was in this place that Charles 
organised us to search for the Crested Shrike-tit; we 
searched for some time but we were unsuccessful on this 
occasion.

Our return to our cars was quiet because it was the middle 
of the day and dull. Some of us travelled to another spot in 
the woodlands to eat our lunch and then take another walk 
in the afternoon. Sadly, this area added no extra birds to 
the list, but the bird count for the day was 45 species, so a 
good day's birding.

Sandra West

TOM BATEMAN RESERVE, 14 JUNE
On a cold cloudy morning 15 intrepid birders braved the 
forecasted predicted showers and turned up for a walk 
around the reserve hoping for some interesting sightings. 
After a shower chased us under the trees for shelter it 
cleared up and we were away. Fifty species were found, 
surprising us number wise but it was interesting to note 
the behaviour of some of the smaller birds coming quite 
close to us, giving us an excellent view of them, notably 
Mistletoebird, Western Gerygone and Brown Honeyeater.

Five duck species were among the 17 wetland species 
observed along with 33 bushbird species; the outstanding 
find was a Little Eagle which posed majestically for the 
photographers plus a number of Red-capped Parrots and 
an Australian Hobby.

The weather behaved itself and everyone had an enjoyable 
day.

George Agar
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LAKE MONGER, 18 JUNE
It was a surprise with such a dire weather forecast, that 
eight people turned up for the walk around Lake Monger. 
In the car park we saw many Welcome Swallows and 
occasional Tree Martins darting amongst us for insects and  
we had close views of a Whistling Kite. We set off with a 
strong cool wind and soon there was a very dark cloud 
heading our way so we sheltered at the bowling club until 
it passed. The rest of the walk was mostly in sunshine with 
the odd sprinkle of rain. 

There were lots of Blue-billed Ducks and more than 50 
Pink-eared Ducks but the remaining duck species were 
in very small numbers. The local Australian Hobby did a 
fly past as did a Great Cormorant. In the eucalypts we 
saw Red Wattlebird, New Holland, Brown and Singing 
Honeyeaters and a Spotted Pardalote.  Very good views 
of the almost silent Australian Reed-Warbler, Little and 
Long-billed Corellas and Yellow-billed Spoonbill. At the 
eastern end of the lake we were able to find the resident 
Variegated Fairy-wrens with the male in breeding plumage, 
plus Western Gerygone, Silvereye, Weebill and Grey 
Fantail.

While having coffee a Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike and an 
Australian Pelican flew past bringing the total to 44 species 
seen.  A very pleasant walk.

Sue Abbotts

MAURICE HAMER, HERDSMAN LAKE, 4 JULY
Many of the 29 plus members and eight visitors missed 
the car park excitement and discussion amongst the 
photographers just prior to the start of the walk. A Collared 
Sparrowhawk was the consensus after frowns and glares 
and tail notches checked.

A good start to the total of 63 species with four raptors 
found.

Due to the large number of birders the group was split 
and thanks to Clive Nealon for taking half the people. The 
walk incorporated the Herdsman Lake Wildlife Centre with 
bush birds as well as water birds found and discussed. 
Fortunately we had good sightings of many of the birds so 
that the new birders and folk less familiar with the birds 
were able to see the important features well.

A few people walked further than the Wildlife Centre and 
found the Tawny Frogmouths in their usual tree. The rest 
walked to the end of the lake where the Freckled Ducks 
were found. Everyone had a good view or a photograph 
and learnt how to distinguish this species from the other 
ducks that they were with.

Ten duck species were noted with the male Australasian 
Shovelers in breeding plumage. Great Cormorants were 
nesting in a dead tree at the end of the lake. Several 
Egrets (Great and Little) were seen. The Nankeen Night-
Herons were numerous in their roost trees. A Buff-banded 
Rail was seen by one group. No cockatoos were found, 
but everyone was pleased to have an Australian Ringneck 
around in spite of all the Rainbow Lorikeets.

Four honeyeater species and a Rufous Whistler were 
present. An unexpected bird was a Mistletoebird found in 
the car park when we were having tea. 

A great walk despite the cool start.
Claire Gerrish 

Excursion reports, ctd

Eurasian Coots, photo by Caroline Mynott

Hooded Plover chicks, photo by Steve Elson
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MANNING PARK, 18 JULY
Good rains of the previous few days held off for the 
morning with a cool start. The lake circuit included seven 
duck species, a large number of Eurasian Coots and three 
Nankeen Night-Herons roosting in the paperbarks. 

Walking up to the limestone ridge where some plants were 
in flower, the small bush birds were more heard than seen, 
though White-cheeked Honeyeater was doing its breeding 
display flight and song. A few Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos 
had been heard earlier on the ridge but had moved down 
to the lake while we were up there and we only saw 
one fly over at tea later. An Australian Hobby and Black-
shouldered Kite were seen.

Our tally for the morning was 48 species but was added to 
later when a lone Black Swan came in and Chris located a 
Tawny Frogmouth on his way out at the northern entrance. 
Thanks to all who attended including some new members.

Pauline Woolley

PAGANONI SWAMP, 25TH JULY
A group of 26 attended a relatively quiet day and this 
was reflected in the final bird count. The cool and 
overcast morning may have played a part in the outcome. 
Nevertheless, we all enjoyed the walk and company.

Among the modest number of bird species counted were 
Whistling Kite, Collared Sparrowhawk and Swamp Harrier. 
Representing the parrots and cockatoos were Australian 
Ringneck, Regent Parrot, Galah, Red-tailed and Carnaby’s 
Black-Cockatoo, Little Corella and Rainbow Lorikeet. 

Some of the others spotted were Fantailed Cuckoo, 
Splendid Fairy-wren, Scarlet Robin, Western Gerygone, 
Western Thornbill and Singing Honeyeater. Rufous and 
Golden Whistlers were also spotted. In all we had a total of 
26 species (one for each attendee).

Addendum

At the conclusion of the official walk a small group of 
diehards remained behind and spent an hour or so 
exploring an area not covered in the walk and was 
rewarded with the sight of a Wedge-tailed Eagle being 
driven off by some Australian Ravens. Also seen was a 
small group of Grey Currawong.

On our 'reccie' mid-week we also spotted Little Eagle and 
Black-shouldered Kite, both in flight over the swamp and  
Western Spinebill.

I have not included these species in the final count but 
listed them as a record of their presence in the area.

Many thanks to all who attended.

Chris Van Haeften

Little Eagle at Tom Bateman, p 41, photo by Caroline Mynott

Help protect our Hoodies with our Plover Pale Ale
Your purchase of a pint of Plover Pale Ale by Margaret River Brewhouse will help local conservation groups 

protect local Hooded Plovers.

Hooded Plovers (Thinornis rubricollis) or Hoodies as they are lovingly known, are small coastal birds found 
along the coast of southern Australia. 
11 pairs of hoodies are known to nest and raise their young on coastal beaches between Cape Naturaliste and 
Cape Leeuwin between October and February. 
Hoodies struggle to find a bit of undisturbed beach to breed and as a result their numbers are declining and 
the species is now listed as vulnerable. 
Local conservation groups together with the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions (DBCA) 
are protecting Hooded Plovers by monitoring breeding beaches, protecting active nesting sites with fencing 
and signage, and raising community awareness about what people can do to help.  
Your contribution will assist with this valuable conservation work. 
How you can help our Hoodies:
• Keep a look out for Hoodie families and give them the space they need to raise their young. 
• Walk below the high tide line because nests are usually high on the beach.
• Keep dogs to approved dog exercise areas.
• Report Hoodie sightings to your local Parks and Wildlife Service Office.

New volunteers are always welcome to sign up for the Capes Hooded Plover Monitoring Program please contact 
Rebecca.Bloomfield@dbca.wa.gov.au 

Learn more about Hooded Plovers and other beach nesting birds at www.mybeachbird.com.au/ 
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What a change three months can make. In early May, 
with travel and gathering restrictions in force, BBO staff 
and volunteers were a lone bunch at the observatory. Our 
nightly migration watches were a welcome occupation 
and distraction from the Covid crisis escalating around 
the world.  As Western Australia continued to fare well in 
the circumstances, restrictions gradually eased: first we 
could welcome the odd camper out from Broome, then 
others from within the Kimberley, and eventually travellers 
from elsewhere in WA too. By mid-June we were given 
the all-clear to run our tours again. Through July we have 
been our usual busy winter selves thanks to visitors from 
all over the state. You have been a financial lifeline in a 
difficult time, not to mention lovely and welcome company 
in our fine corner of the world.

Of course three months invariably makes changes to our 
natural surroundings too. In early May we were sighing 
disappointment at another below-par wet season. On the 
25th, a severe weather system brought not only a Great 
Frigatebird and House Swift to Broome, but also a bonus 
overnight deluge that flooded our access road and left the 
region’s waterholes in excellent condition. As you read this 
we’ll be reaping the rewards as our freshwater shorebirds 
return in numbers from Asian breeding grounds. As usual, 
Common Sandpipers have led the way, with the first 
returnees seen in Broome on 26th July.

On our coast it’s been a superb winter for shorebirding 
in Roebuck Bay, with a diverse flock of several thousand 
waders roosting at Quarry Beach on most high tides. Up 
to 25 Asian Dowitchers have been seen regularly, and an 
unprecedented five Common Redshanks appear to have 

overwintered in the bay. Other 
migratory species are also present in higher numbers 
than in the previous two winters. We know overwintering 
shorebirds are mostly in their first year of life, waiting to 
make their first breeding migrations in the coming years, 
so this is a hopeful sign that 2019 was a good breeding 
season for these species.

On 9th May a group of Broome birders practiced some 
exemplary physical distancing by spreading ourselves 
as wide as possible across the Broome region, to record 
as many species as we could on eBird’s Global Big Day. 

Conditions were trying: Team eBird obviously didn’t check 
the Broome tide charts when they planned the date as a 
whopping 10.3 m tide put a few sites and species out of 
our reach. It was a little late in the year for most summer 
migrants as well. But we did rack up a list of 158 birds, 
seven shy of a Broome record which will be in our sights 
for the next big day in October! Highlights included our 
local Yellow Chat in the Crab Creek saltmarsh; a Beach 
Stone-curlew pair in town; late-staying Channel-billed 
Cuckoo and Oriental Pratincole on Roebuck Plains Station, 
and Red-browed Pardalote and Crested Bellbird in the arid 
southeast of the region.

Since then, sightings of several other uncommon species 
have kept us interested, including Major Mitchell’s 
Cockatoo, White-browed Crake, Leaden Flycatcher, 
Hooded Robin, Square-tailed Kite and Bridled Tern, while 
our regular treasures have made mangrove and plains 
trips as rewarding as ever. We’re really excited for the 
next few months, with the Roebuck Plains lakes set up 
wonderfully for our September and October 'Birds of the 
Broome Region' courses. Sensational shorebirding and 
masses of raptors are practically guaranteed – get in 
touch via broome@birdlife.org.au to book a place! We’re 
also planning our first Broome birdwatching day in late 
September, so look out for details on our website and 
Facebook page, and come have a look if you’re in town.

Stay safe and enjoy your birding.

Broome Bird Observatory Staff

Staff investigate the unusual dry-season spectacle of a flooded 
road; a Mangrove Golden Whistler, photo by Mattea Taylor

Shorebird 
Capital of 
Australia 

Join our 
courses in 

2020 

Birds of the Broome Region · 14-18 Sep · 13-17 Oct 
Waders, mangrove specialists, raptors, Yellow Chat and much more 

$1,390 for BirdLife members · Full refund in event of travel restrictions 
Book now  broome@birdlife.org.au  08 9193 5600 

broomebirdobservatory.com 
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EYRE BIRD OBSERVATORY

APRIL TO AUGUST 2020 
To keep the Eyre Bird Observatory running during the Covid-19 pandemic there have been three sets of caretakers 
carrying out the surveys, weather reports and general maintenance while Eyre was closed to the public. The Eyre 
Committee thanks them for their dedication in these hard times. Eyre is now open again to visitors.

APRIL TO MAY
The autumn months at Eyre Bird Observatory have 
been dry and hot. We have been informed by locals and 
regular visitors that this is most unusual and of course 
the effects of Covid19 have made our three months stay 
particularly strange. Luckily, the birds were not distressed 
and happily continued with their lives blissfully unaware 
of the concerns occurring around them. In fact, they were 
probably more content with limited intrusive birdwatchers 
upsetting their daily activities.

Due to the Covid19 virus, the Eyre Bird Observatory has 
been closed to visitors for several months and we have 
been fortunate to spend some extra time in ‘lockdown’ 
exploring this beautiful location and enjoying the company 
of the many species of birds found in the area.

Margo and Bruce Pickworth

MAY TO JUNE
The Major Mitchell’s Cockatoos were seen in varying 
numbers around the house and further afield. While 
there were two that visited regularly, sometimes up to 
eighty visited the bird baths at the same time, either mid-
morning or at dusk, deafening us with their calls of arrival. 
We encountered them on the sand dunes of the East Walk, 
in taller trees along the North Track and eating berries on 
the dunes near the entry to the beach. A new nesting box 
for these birds has been erected within easy viewing from 
the north verandah of the observatory. Two days later, we 
were able to observe a flock of fifteen investigate the new 
addition, first tentatively and from a distance, gradually 
plucking up the courage to land in the tree nearby and 
finally watching, as two braver birds landed on it and 
investigated its entry point. 

For various reasons (the cold, a strong north easterly, 
a little bit of precipitation, heavy dew, or the lack of 
flowering trees and shrubs) the number of birds to be seen 
were relatively few. Around the house we were greeted 
most mornings by the calls of Fan-tailed Cuckoos and 
Grey Currawongs. All the usual sightings for this time 
were present. On several days we were visited by a Brown 
Falcon and twice we saw a Collared Sparrowhawk and a 
Wedge-tailed Eagle. Two Australian Magpies also made an 
appearance, their melodic call reminding us of Perth.

On the walks around the observatory we regularly saw 
White-browed Scrubwrens, Blue-breasted Fairy-wrens, 
Weebills, Inland Thornbills, White-browed Babblers, 
honeyeaters of every description, Australian Ringnecks 
and on one day a Golden Whistler, Common Bronzewing, 
and a Grey Fantail. By the time we left, some trees were 
beginning to flower and the New Holland Honeyeaters 
were appearing in greater numbers. 

We had a ritual of walking to the beach in the evenings 
and were always rewarded with the sight of up to thirty 
Dusky Woodswallows soaring overhead, or perched in 
groups, in dead trees on the calcrete. Once we were lucky 
to encounter a group of twelve White-browed Babblers 
taking it in turns to enjoy a sand bath in a shallow 
depression on the calcrete.

As for many in these strange times, the joy of watching 
these feathered wonders has been a blessing. As has been 
the privilege of being at Eyre with only the sound of the 
wind, waves, and birds, to be heard.

Steve & Mandy Edwards

JULY TO AUGUST
So far the winter months at Eyre Bird Observatory have 
been temperate (a few frosts but daytime temperatures 
still frequently reaching the mid-20s) and dry. In the last 
three months we’ve only had 54.5 mm of rain over 25 
days.

We’ve noticed a big change in the numbers of birds visiting 
our environs since our last stint at the observatory in 
August 2017. Australian Ringnecks are now commonly 
seen in large flocks near to the observatory where 
previously they were rarely seen below the escarpment 
and were usually seen in pairs or small flocks. Likewise 
Willie Wagtails are now more regularly reported and 
there is at least one which seems to be resident at the 
observatory. We are seeing far fewer Emus, Black-faced 
Cuckoo-shrikes, Australian Magpies, Pacific and Silver 
Gulls, Crested Terns, honeyeaters and Silvereyes. Dusky 
Woodswallows that were seen regularly in May and June 
haven’t been seen since 9th July.

Our signature bird, the Major Mitchell’s Cockatoo, is still 
visiting regularly and on some days appears at the north 
bird bath in large flocks. There have been many visits 
to the new north-side nesting box (erected by Keith 
Lightbody in late June) and we are hopeful of seeing 
nesting activity there soon.

Mulga Parrot, photo by Steve Edwards
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There were a further three (following on from April’s 
sightings) reports of Regent Parrot below the escarpment 
at the end of May, but none have been seen since then. 
Mulga Parrots are seen in small numbers regularly.

Migratory waders, not so surprisingly given the time of 
year, are in short supply. However quite a few Red-necked 
Stints were seen in May and June and two Sanderling and 
two Double-banded Plover were at Twilight Cove on 27 
July. 

Red-capped Plovers are still plentiful as are Sooty and 
Australian Pied Oystercatchers. Seven Pied Stilts were seen 
on Kanidal Beach at the end of May.

Seabird sightings, other than beach-washed birds, are not 
common however, one Australasian Gannet was sighted off 
Kanidal Beach in mid-July.

An Australian Owlet-nightjar calls on some nights but 
hasn’t been seen in a while. There were four reports of a 
Southern Boobook in May and one of a Tawny Frogmouth 
in June.

Wedge-tailed Eagles, our most frequently seen raptor, 
remain plentiful. Brown Falcon is seen less often but 
was reported in each of the three months covered by 
this report. There have been more sporadic sightings of 
Collared Sparrowhawk, Brown Goshawk and Nankeen 
Kestrel. There was one Australian Hobby sighting in May.

The most prolific honeyeaters at present are the Yellow-
throated Miner (seen above and below the escarpment) 
and the Spiny-cheeked and Singing at the Observatory. 
Although fewer than in previous years, White-eared and 
New Holland honeyeaters are present in good numbers. 
Very few Brown-headed or Brown Honeyeaters are seen at 
present. 

The only cuckoo reported during this period was the Fan-
tailed. There is at least one very vocal Fan-tailed Cuckoo 
resident at the observatory at present.

Alan & Wendy Pilkington

White-browed Babbler, photo by Steve Edwards

Coming events

Saturday 5 September: Lightning 
Swamp, Noranda

Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am at the gate in the SE 
corner of the bushland on Della Road. 
Lightning Swamp, part of Noranda 
Open Space, is an area of seasonal 
wetlands and banksia woodland. The 
bushland supports a range of species, 
including some that are uncommon in 
smaller reserves, such as the Western 
Thornbill, Tawny-crowned Honeyeater 
and Red-capped Robin. Some areas 
will be restricted due to the presence 
of dieback.

Leader: Clive Nealon

Monday 7 to Thursday 10 
September: Campout, Carnarvon

Carnarvon is an interesting area to go 
bird watching as it is on the boundary 
of both northern and southern bird 
distributions. It also has a wide variety 
of habitats including mangroves and 
mudflats, beaches, coastal plain, bush 
thickets, grasslands, samphire flats, 
claypans and the Gascoyne River.

This campout will be based at the 
Outback Oasis Caravan Park - 49 
Wise Street, Carnarvon - which has a 
full range of accommodation options. 
Please contact them on 99411439 to 
book your site or chalet and mention 
you are with BWA. Also book at the 
BWA office on 93837749, as there will 
be a limit of 25 people.

There will be a campout briefing at 
5pm on Sunday 6th September.

Leader: Sue Abbotts

Thursday 10 September: Piney 
Lakes

Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am in the car park off 
Murdoch Drive.

From Leach Highway – turn in to 
Murdoch Drive and the car park is on 
the right, approximately 700 m from 
Leach Highway.

From South Street – turn in to 
Murdoch Drive and the car park is on 
the left, approximately 1.4  km from 
South Street.

Important note re campouts
Members anticipating attending campouts must notify the BirdLife WA Office (9383 7749) of the number in their party and when 

they will arrive. 
If you are unsure, put your name down as you can always cancel.

An emergency contact number should also be provided in case of accident.

New members
Please let the leaders know that you are a new member and don’t hesitate to ask for assistance with bird sightings.



Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 175 September 2020 Page 47

This park used to be a pine plantation, 
and has two artificial lakes and one 
natural permanent lake. Spotless 
Crake and numerous other waterbirds 
frequent the area. There is a 
considerable area of natural bushland 
around the lake and this is home to 
the usual local species.

Leader: Keith Lightbody

Saturday 12 September: Lake 
Leschenaultia, Chidlow

Half-day excursion

Meet at 9:00 am at the carpark at 
Lake Leschenaultia. Travel 10.5 km 
past Mundaring on Great Eastern 
Highway and turn left into Old 
Northam Road and it is 2 km into 
Chidlow. At the roundabout turn left 
into Thomas Road, and after 300 m 
turn right towards Lake Leschenaultia 
(signposted) along Rosedale Road. 
After 2 km turn left into the park. It is 
now free to enter the park. Inside the 
gate bear left and keep going round 
clockwise, past the camping area on 
your left, until you reach the carparks 
between the park office and the lake. 
We shall meet here down by the lake.

A 6 km walk on an excellent track 
takes us through Jarrah, Marri and 
Wandoo woodland where 77 species 
have been recorded.

Leader: Charles Merriam

Saturday 19 September: Lake 
Joondalup, Joondalup

Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am at Neil Hawkins Park, 
in the car park at the end of Boas 
Avenue. Joondalup Lake has recorded 
the highest number of species for 
any BirdLife WA half day excursion 
with 75 species of birds seen in one 
morning excursion. There are always 
lots of waterbirds and bushbirds to 
be seen around this large lake, and 
there could be waders as well. Lake 
Joondalup is within the Northern Swan 
Coastal Plain Important Bird Area for 
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo.

Bring your telescope if you have one.

Leaders: Peter White and Nigel 
Sutherland

September 13 - 19 - Cave Hill 
followed by Jilbadji.

Stop at Burra Rock on the way to 
Cave Hill for Blue-breasted Fairy-
wren (one of the iconic species of the 
GWW) and Chestnut Quail-thrush. If 
you are looking for Peregrine Falcon, 
night birds or Gilbert’s Whistler 
(another sought after iconic GWW 
species) carry on to Cave Hill and 

surrounding areas.  If you are after 
Southern Scrub Robin, thornbills or 
raptors Jilbadji is the place to be.

In September and October surveyors 
would preferably do the double 
surveys as listed above in one visit, 
but if limited for time they could do 
one or the other.  Privately organised 
surveys to any of the other areas will 
be welcomed. 

For more information and to put your 
name down please contact Lorraine or 

Libby at gww@birdlife.org.au

Saturday 26 to Monday 28 
September: Karroun Hill Nature 
Reserve camp-out (Queen’s 
birthday long weekend).  

This campout will commence on a 
Saturday to provide an opportunity for 
members who are working. Based on 
a Great Western Woodlands (GWW) 
survey area, this campout will be 
a great introduction to the birds of 
the northern GWW for birders who 
may not have had opportunity to 
look around there previously. We will 
meet on Bimbijy Road at the crossing 
through the Vermin Proof Fence. 
Bimbijy Road is a well maintained 
formed earth road, suitable for 2 WD 
vehicles. We will be travelling no more 
than 30 km into the reserve. We will 
also look in on Billburning reserve, 
just south of Karroun Hill.

Campers will need to be entirely self-
sufficient, as there are no facilities.

Part of the schedule will include an 
introduction to bird survey methods. 
As we move to each location it is 
intended to start with a 20 minute 
survey where each species will be 
counted.

For safety reasons we strongly urge 
use of GPS. If any member does not 
have a GPS one will be loaned. Hands 
on practice will be available prior to 
the campout for anybody wishing to 
brush up their GPS skills. A bird list 
will be sent out to participants and it 
is strongly recommended participants 
learn any calls they might not be 
familiar with using one of the birding 
apps.

Numbers will be limited to eight so 
please email the office on wa@birdlife.
org.au to put your name on the list.

Leader: Maris Lauva

Sunday 27 September: Queens 
Park Regional Open Space, East 
Cannington

Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am at the gate opposite 
261 Station Street, East Cannington, 

halfway between Welshpool Road and 
Luyer Avenue. Station Street is closed 
at many points along its length so 
enter from Welshpool Road or Luyer 
Avenue.

 The Friends of Queens Park Bushland 
will lead us through an area of natural 
Marri/banksia bushland containing a 
modified watercourse. The Friends 
have recorded 100 bird species in this 
area. The walk will take 2-3 hours but 
is on mostly flat ground.

Leader: Sian Mawson

Monday 28 September: Bold Park 
Eco Centre, 165 Perry Lakes Drive, 
Floreat

Monthly meeting, 7.30 pm

Guest speaker: Dr Michelle L Hall

Senior Ecologist – West, Bush 
Heritage Australia

Fairy-wrens around Australia – 
from the southeast to the tropics

Fairy-wrens occupy almost every 
corner of Australia and, while 
the different species share many 
characteristics in common, they 
also encompass much diversity in 
behaviour, song, colour, etc. Come 
along to learn about the complex song 
of Superb Fairy-wrens, remarkable 
dispersal in Purple-crowned Fairy-
wrens, and colourful females in Lovely 
Fairy-wrens and the ‘sandstone’ 
subspecies of the Purple-backed Fairy-
wren.

Saturday 3 October: Wearne Road, 
North Bannister

Full day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am on the east side of 
the first paddock on Wearne Road.

Wearne Road is on the left side of 
Albany Highway about 37 km south 
of the corner of Jarrahdale Road and 
Albany Highway and immediately 
before the sign “North Bannister 
2 km”. Follow Wearne Road for 
approximately 10 km until you 
descend into an open Wandoo valley 
with a farm on the right. Turn right 
directly before this farm and park in 
this area.

We will explore the Wandoo woodlands 
looking for robins, babblers, and other 
bushbirds. After morning tea we may 
look at another area nearby.

Leader: Robyn Pickering

Coming events, ctd
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Sunday 11 October: Kaarakin 
Black Cockatoo Conservation 
Centre, Martin

Facility tour

Meet at 9:30 am at Kaarakin Black 
Cockatoo Conservation Centre car 
park at 322 Mills Road East, which is 
directly after coming under the arch.

The BCCC is not open to the public 
and there will be a limit of 40 people. 
There will also be a fee of $15.00 
per head. Please book your place on 
the excursion and arrange to pay the 
$15.00 fee at the BirdLife WA office 
before the day.

We will have an opportunity to enjoy 
a guided tour of the rehabilitation 
facilities and experience their 
interactive walk-through exhibit. 
The BCCC rescues and rehabilitates 
about 300 black cockatoos each year, 
across all three species unique to the 
southwest of WA- Carnaby’s, Baudin’s 
and Forest Red-tailed. Those that 
can’t be released go into a 'breed for 
release' program.

This will be an opportunity to see 
the scale of the centre, learn about 
all aspects of the organisation and 
get up close and personal with some 
cockatoos. The centre also has 
dingoes, and we will take a walk along 
the eco walk trail, taking in some of 
the other habitat issues affecting the 
cockatoos.

A highlight of the tour is a visit to 
Jack’s Interactive Aviary. Here you will 
be able to get up close and personal 
with friendly black cockatoo characters 

as they try to get your attention with 
their amusing antics.

What you need to know:

• Please wear clothing suitable for a 
bush setting: enclosed shoes, sleeved 
shirt (short or long), and a sunhat, as 
well as bottled water.

• If visiting the interactive aviary, 
don’t wear earrings or jewellery items 
as they might be damaged by an 
inquisitive bird!

• Children under the age of six are 
not permitted to enter the interactive 
aviary, and must be accompanied on a 
tour by an adult at all times.

• Please let us know if you or any 
attendee has mobility issues. Kaarakin 
does not have disabled access 
facilities. There is a limited ability 
to transport persons with reduced 
mobility around the site, but this is 
subject to availability and must be 
booked in advance.

• Each tour is conducted in the 
presence of a trained Kaarakin 
guide and tour participants will not 
be permitted to leave a tour group 
unaccompanied by a Kaarakin guide 
or volunteer.

• The tour is conducted through an 
operational wildlife rehabilitation 
facility and will involve walking over 
uneven ground with slip hazards 
including Marri nuts (which our 
cockatoos love!), pebbles and sticks. 
Although Kaarakin makes every effort 
to ensure a safe environment, tour 
participants agree that to the extent 

permissible by law, Kaarakin cannot 
be held liable for any loss or injury 
suffered by any tour participant whilst 
on Kaarakin’s premises or in the 
course of participating in a tour.

The tour will be followed by the 
traditional morning tea / coffee break, 
so please remember to come prepared 
by bringing your own.

Leader: Lesley Macauley

Saturday 17 October: Forrestdale 
Lake

Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am at Moore Street car 
park. From Perth, drive south on the 
Freeway, turning left into Armadale 
Road. Continue on across Nicholson 
Road then, after just over 1 km along 
turn right into Weld Street, then 
second left into Loftus Street, and 
then right into Moore Street.

There should be plenty of waterbirds, 
bushbirds and possibly some raptors. 
Over 110 bird species have been 
recorded here. The wildflowers 
should be good too. Bring morning 
tea, telescopes if you have them and 
rubber boots, as it will be muddy.

Leader: David James

October 11 - 19 - Frank Hann/
Peak Charles, followed by Dundas  

Anything is possible at Frank Hann 
and Peak Charles - from Emus and 
birds of prey to bustards, parrots, 
thornbills, heathwrens and fieldwrens!  
The Dundas Reserve survey follows 
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the line of the old telegraph track, and 
has produced numerous honeyeaters 
when blooms are available, plus 
cuckoos, as well as both Rufous and 
White-browed Treecreepers.  

In September and October surveyors 
would preferably do the double 
surveys as listed above in one visit, 
but if limited for time they could do 
one or the other.  Privately organised 
surveys to any of the other areas will 
be welcomed.  

For more information and to put your 
name down please contact Lorraine or 

Libby at gww@birdlife.org.au. 

Thursday 22 October: Lake 
Claremont, Swanbourne

Two hour excursion

Meet at 8.00 am at the Lake 
Claremont Golf Club car park off 
Davies Road, Claremont. We will look 
for waterbirds and bushbirds around 
this pleasant suburban lake.

Leader: David Free

Saturday 24 October: Len Howard 
Conservation Park, Mandurah

Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am at the car park at 
the end of Marina Quay Drive. From 
the Mandurah Bypass turn into Sticks 
Boulevard (left when travelling from 
Perth) and then turn right into Marina 
Quay Drive. After morning tea we 
will move to Erskine Lakes to look for 
additional species.

Bring your scope if you have one.

Leader: Clive Nealon

Monday 26 October: Bold Park Eco 
Centre, 165 Perry Lakes Drive, 
Floreat

Monthly meeting, 7.30 pm

Guest speaker: Suzanne Mather

Birdlife Western Australia

20 years of bird surveys on 
Rottnest Island

Suzanne Mather holds a Graduate 
Diploma of Ornithology from Charles 
Sturt University and has been actively 
involved in bird conservation for the 
last 20 years. She volunteered to co-
ordinate the Rottnest Island survey 
work some years ago and this talk is 
presenting the results of 20 years of 
bird surveys on the island.

Sunday 1 November: Ashfield 
Flats, Bassendean

Half day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am at the car park 
at the southern end of West Road, 
Bassendean. From Guildford Road turn 
into Colstoun Road, turn left into Haig 
St and right into Fisher Street. Follow 
Fisher Street into Reid Street and then 
turn right into West Road. Follow West 
Road to the end car park at Sandy 
Beach Reserve. There should be a 
variety of water birds and bush birds.

Leader: Peter White

Saturday 7 November: Whiteman 
Park, Swan

Half day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am at the end of Car 
Park 23 near the Dog Park.

From Marshall Road turn north onto 
Dulwich Street and enter Whiteman 
Park.

Please note: only the Dulwich Street 
gate will be open early (7:00 am); all 
other park gates open at 8.30.

Drive until the T- junction, then turn 
right. Follow the signs for the dog 
exercise area, and turn right into Car 
Park 23 which is crushed limestone.

We will walk the 2.5 km loop 
Werillyiup Bush Trail (Blue Poles), 
which goes around Horse Swamp.  At 
this time of the year, the seasonal 
swamp should still be filled with 
water and surrounded by boggy 
meadows. This mixed habitat provides 
a good opportunity to see a variety 
of both bush and water birds. Grey 
Butcherbird, Scarlet and Red-capped 
Robins, Splendid Fairy-wren, Striated 
and Spotted Pardalotes, Yellow–billed 
Spoonbill, and duck species and 
raptors have all been seen.

Park gates open as in the note above 
and entry is free. Bring morning tea.

Leaders: Shelley and Meir Altman

Saturday 14 November: Collins 
Road, Flint

Half day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am on Collins Road. 
Drive about 1 km from Brookton 
Highway and park on the left hand 
side of Collins Road. The Collins 
Road turnoff is about 50 km from 
the junction of Brookton Highway 
and Canning Road, on the right hand 
side coming from Perth. We will walk 
through this area of Wandoo woodland 
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where 61 species have been recorded. 
This is thought to be the closest 
breeding site to Perth of Blue-breasted 
Fairy-wren. Also this area has an 
abundance of Rufous Treecreepers and 
frequently seen birds include: Crested 
Shrike-tit, Restless Flycatcher and 
Western Yellow Robin.

As there will be birds breeding here, 
members are asked to follow BirdLife 
guidelines regarding nesting birds.

Leader: Claire Gerrish

Thursday 19 November: Ascot 
Waters, Ascot

Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park at 
the end of Tidewater way. To reach 
the area from Great Eastern Highway, 
turn into Stoneham Street, then 
into Resolution Drive, and left into 
Tidewater Way.  Continue through two 
roundabouts, over the bridge, and 
up to the car park at the top of the 
rise.  This area is getting better as the 
thousands of shrubs and trees that 
have been planted start to mature and 
blossom. A wide variety of habitats 
can provide shelter for many birds and 
it is well worth a visit to this promising 
site.

Leader: Sue Abbotts

Sunday 22 November: Ellis Brook, 
Gosnells

Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am at the corner of 
Gosnells Road and Bygum Lane, 
Martin. We will walk up the steep path 
to the top of the falls which provides 
great views of the Swan Coastal Plain. 
It is a popular area where a variety of 
bushbirds can be seen, some of them 
not often seen near Perth, such as 
Red-eared Firetail, Red-winged Fairy-
wren, and Red-capped and Scarlet 
Robins.

Leader: Steve Burns

Monday 23 November: Bold Park 
Eco Centre, 165 Perry Lakes Drive, 
Floreat

Monthly meeting, 7.30 pm

Guest speaker: Dr Mandy Ridley

Associate Professor, Faculty of 
Science, School of Biological 
Sciences, UWA

Pied babblers: two decades 
of research into the effects of 
cooperation, conflict and climate 
change on a high social African bird.

Saturday 28 November: Walyunga 
National Park, Swan

Half day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am in the car park at 
the end of Walyunga Road (off Great 
Northern Highway, Upper Swan, 
near Bungara Pool). If you have a 
National Parks pass bring it with you. 
Otherwise, entry is $13 per vehicle 
or $7 per vehicle concession. The 
National Park lies along the Darling 
Scarp. The Avon River bounds one 
part of the planned walk, which 
includes good areas of Wandoo, so 
we should see an excellent variety of 
birds. This walk should finish at about 
lunch time so bring lunch if you wish.

Leader: Clive Nealon

Saturday 5 December: Thomson’s 
Lake, Cockburn

Half day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park on 
Russell Road. From the Kwinana 
Freeway turn west into Russell Road, 
continue approximately 3 km to the 
car park on the right. If you reach 
Pearse Road you have gone too far. 
There is a good variety of bush birds, 
waterbirds and perhaps a few waders. 
Over 120 bird species have been 
recorded here. Bring your telescope (if 
you have one) and rubber boots or old 
sneakers as it will be muddy.

Leader: Robyn Pickering

Sunday 6 December:  BirdLife WA 
BBQ lunch

Vietnam Memorial Pavilion, May 
Drive, Kings Park

The end of year barbecue lunch 
this year, for all members and their 
families, will be held at Kings Park in 
the Vietnam Memorial Pavilion on May 
Drive from 11:00 to 2:00 pm. Parking 
is available adjacent to the Pavilion. 
Barbecues are available.

BYO everything – chairs, food for 
bbq / picnic, drinks, and good cheer. 
Let's get together and have a great 
time. You could even fit in a bird walk 
before joining us for lunch!

All members welcome.

Thursday 10 December: Penguin 
Island, Rockingham

Half day excursion

Meet at Mersey Point Jetty, off Arcadia 
Drive, Shoalwater at 8:15 am at the 
ticket office for Penguin Island. The 
ferries travel hourly between 9:00 
am and 4:00 pm and cost $18 (with 
concession $16) return. We will catch 
the 9:00 am ferry.

The group will walk to the various 
places of interest on the island and, 
if participants wish, can attend the 
penguin feeding in the DCBA facility 
housing injured or orphaned penguins 
(additional cost). Bridled Tern, Little 
Penguin and Buff-banded Rail are 
often seen here and it is a haven for 
nesting sea birds.

There is a nice picnic area on the 
island but no shop so please bring 
all food and drink requirements. Also 
there are nice beaches and it is a 
good swimming area.

Leader: Pauline Woolley

Sunday 13 December: Alfred Cove, 
Melville

Half day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park in 
Troy Park next to the Oval, off Burke 
Drive, Attadale. There should be 
migratory waders and waterbirds 
around the river, and there are always 
bush birds in the Park. More than 110 
bird species have been recorded here. 
Bring your telescope if you have one.

Leader: Toni Webster

Saturday 19 December: Carine 
Open Space, Carine

Half day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park off 
Beach Road, Carine. Carine Open 
Space is part of the Northern Swan 
Coastal Plain KBA for Carnaby’s Black-
Cockatoo. Over 90 species have been 
recorded at this lake, including the 
three ibis, Buff-banded Rail, several 
duck species  and various raptors.

Bring your telescope if you have one.

Leader: Clive Nealon

Sunday 3 January: Canning River 
Regional Park, Wilson

Half day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am at the Kent Street 
Weir car park. The walk follows a 5 
km circuit along the Canning River, 
viewing a large selection of bush and 
waterbirds, hopefully with sightings of 
the elusive Spotless Crake. Over 110 
species have been recorded in this 
area.

Leaders: George and Pam Agar
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CROSSWORD NO. 44 ANSWERS

Calendar of events
Sat 5 Sep:  Lightning Swamp, Noranda

Thu 10 Sep: Piney Lakes

Sat 12 Sep: Lake, Leschenaultia, Chidlow

Sat 19 Sep: Lake Joondalup, Joondalup

Sun 13 - Sat 19 Sep: GWW, Cave Hill followed by 
Jilbadji

Sat 26 - Mon 28 Sep: GWW, Karroun Hill Nature 
Reserve camp-out (Queen’s birthday long weekend)

Sun 27 Sep: Queens Park Regional Open Space, East 
Cannington

Mon 28 Sep: Bold Park Eco Centre, 165 Perry Lakes 
Drive, Floreat meeting, 7:30 pm

Sat 3 Oct:  Warne Rd, North Bannister

Sun 11 Oct: Kaarakin Black Cockatoo Conservation 
Centre, Martin

Sat 17 Oct: Forrestdale Lake, Forrestdale

Sun 11 - Tue 19 Oct: GWW, Frank Hann/Peak Charles, 
followed by Dundas

Thu 22 Oct: Lake Claremont, Swanbourne

Sat 24 Oct: Len Howard, Mandurah

Mon 26 Oct: Bold Park Eco Centre, 165 Perry Lakes 
Drive, Floreat AGM and Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm

Sat 1 Nov:  Ashfield Flats, Bassendean

Sat 7 Nov:  Whiteman Park, Swan

Sat 14 Nov: Collins Rd, Flint

Thu 19 Nov: Ascot Waters, Ascot

Sun 22 Nov: Ellis Brook, Gosnells

Mon 23 Nov:  Bold Park Eco Centre, 165 Perry Lakes 
Drive, Floreat AGM and Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm

Sat 5 Dec:   Thompson's Lake, Cockburn

Sun 6 Dec:  End of Year BBQ / Picnic Lunch, Variety 
Pavilion, Saw Avenue, Kings Park.

Thu 10 Dec: Penguin Island, Rockingham

Sat 19 Dec: Carine Open Space, Carine

Sun 3 Jan:  Canning River Regional Park, Wilson
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Nankeen Kestrel, photo by David Free

Out in the field

Flynn Road Excursion, p 41, photo by Penny Lee

Red-capped Parrot, p 23 , photo by Caroline Mynott


