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Front cover: Splendid Fairy-wren - photo by Keith Lightbody

From the field

Sanderling in partial breeding plumage at Two Rocks, February 2013, p 27, photo by Laurie Boyle

Banded Lapwing seen during the Bunbury Campout, March 2020, p 47, photo by Lou Scampoli
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Metropolitan bird geography No. 1
Introduction
This is the first article of a new series to be published in 
Western Australian Bird Notes. This series is intended to 
show the current and recent occurrence of bird species 
on the coastal plain in the Perth metro region. Although 
metropolitan Perth also incorporates many suburbs in the 
Perth Hills, we exclude the Darling Plateau from this series 
because the avifauna is substantially different and these 
suburbs are still largely connected to the neighbouring 
Jarrah forest.

The vegetation of the Swan Coastal Plain in 1829 
comprised coastal dunes, Tuart and banksia woodlands, 
Flooded Gum woodland around lakes and along rivers, and 
Jarrah woodland more distant from the coast. Today these 
habitats persist largely only as isolated pockets of reserves 
and bushland parks, or narrow corridors of vegetation 
within a matrix of suburbia. It is unsurprising then, that 
our avifauna has also changed.

As many readers would know, much of BirdLife’s ability 
to promote the protection of habitat and advocate for 
threatened species derives from analysis of valuable 
observations made by bird watchers around the country. 
These are gathered in a database of records, called 
Birdata. In Western Australia, these data also include 

substantial contributions from two discrete sources – the 
WA Database, which had been run by the branch since 
1983, and the long-running WA Urban Bird Survey, which 
started in 2002. Both have been recently incorporated into 
Birdata, which together with data from other projects and 
individual contributions collectively comprise an impressive 
501 000 species records for the Perth area.

Bird distribution maps have seldom been featured 
in WABN, and the most recent maps of bird species 
distribution in the metro area were published nearly 20 
years ago (WABN 107).

We begin this series of articles with the fairy-wrens. Every 
record is depicted on the accompanying map in colour, 
which signifies the decade in which the record was made. 
Our presentation of species in future articles will not 
follow any taxonomic sequence. BirdLife members with 
an interest in having a particular species mapped should 
contact us via email.

Splendid Fairy-wren
In 1829, the year of foundation of Western Australia, this 
species seems to have been ubiquitous and occurred in all 
habitats on the coastal plain. An adult male was collected 
from ‘Swan River’ and named Malurus pectoralis (meaning 

breasted, i.e. banded) by John Gould in 
1833. However, a specimen collected in 
1826 by a French expedition from near 
what is now Albany and named in 1830 
Saxicola splendens (meaning shining) 
has priority. The Latin epithets gave rise 
to the vernacular names of Banded and 
Splendid Fairy-wren. Ultimately the latter 
name prevailed.

Recent records indicate that this species 
now mostly occurs around lakes and 
along the Swan River (upstream from 
Maylands) and Canning River (upstream 
from Wilson), as well as near Woodman 
Point. The Splendid Fairy-wren has not 
benefited from the expansion of Perth’s 
suburbs. It does not occur in gardens 
unlike its congener, the Superb Fairy-
wren, in eastern Australia.

There are no recent records from the 
Scarborough coastal dunes, Alfred Cove, 
or Pinnaroo Valley. It appears that some 
recent records, particularly those from 
Kings Park, Bold Park, and Minim Cove, 
are most likely misidentified Variegated 
(Purple-backed) Fairy-wrens.

Members who have dated records of 
this species, particularly in the blank 
portions of the map, are invited to submit 
these either directly to the Birdata portal 
(http://birdata.birdlife.org.au), or via 
email to tegan.douglas@birdlife.org.au . 
We also hope that the map will encourage 
members to search suitable remnant 
habitat on the coastal plain and thereby 
extend our knowledge of the geographical 
range of the Splendid Fairy-wren and the 
habitats that continue to support them.

Ian Abbott & Tegan Douglas

Figure 1 Distribution of Splendid Fairy-wren in the wider Perth metropolitan 
area
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Letters to the Editors

MORE ON BIRD DECLINES
Further to Wynton Maddeford’s article about the decline 
of the Pallid Cuckoo (WABN March 2020), I concur with 
his observations. I have lived in the City of Cockburn 
since the mid-80s and always would hear the call of the 
Pallid Cuckoo – a call that I described as “whistling for 
his dog”! It has been a few years since I last heard the 
cuckoo, though Cockburn has seen a steady loss of bush 
and market garden, replaced by treeless housing and 
commercial developments. 

Last year, I noticed an absence of Rainbow Bee-eaters in 
the areas of Cockburn where they would typically nest. 
This summer just ended there were a few around Lake 
Kogolup (one family group noticed Feb/March), but nothing 
like the numbers of previous years.

Lake Kogolup (western side) has proven a reliable spot to 
find a Sacred Kingfisher but I have not seen or heard the 
call for the past six months or so. This year the lake has 
completely dried up for the first time in many years, which 
obviously would not help the kingfisher.

I consider myself fortunate to live in an area where there 
is such extensive bush reserve. Yet, I can only concur with 
the decline of the mentioned birds in recent years.

Brendan Trappe

WABN 173 – CORRECTION

Just got my March issue in the last couple of days, and 
WA members may have already commented on the photo 
on p. 42.  It’s probably just a slip in the caption rather 
than a mis-ID, but the bird is of course a Brown Falcon 
not a Brown Goshawk, and I can’t imagine Will Steele 
( coordinator of the RAOU/ Birds Australia Bird of Prey 
Watch scheme (BOPWatch)) getting it wrong.  Given the 
difficulty people have with raptors, photo captions need to 
be correct (or corrected).

Stephen Debus

Brown Falcon competing with the Bees, WABN 173, p42, 
photo Will Steele

If you like this cartoon by Jess Harwood, please visit her website for other 
fun cartoons, as well as some lovely textures, designs and other products:
Jess Harwood Art 
@jessharwoodart  www.jessharwoodart.com

Speaking of Quarantine Birds, here's Libby McGill 
enjoying her Easter campout, photo by Willie McGill
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Observations

This list has been compiled by the WA Records Officer with input from the WA Records Committee. Metropolitan suburbs 
or shires are in parentheses. Please report interesting observations the WA Records Officer, John Graff (wasightings@
birdlife.org.au) or to the BirdLife WA office (9383 7749). Sightings are included on the BirdLife WA sightings page 
(http://birdswa.org.au/sightings.htm) as soon as possible, and the most interesting are selected for inclusion in the next 
WABN.

Includes records received up to and including 13th April. 

Highlights
An interesting quarter, before non-birding related matters took over! Once again, seabirds provided many of the major 
highlights. There were several more Cory’s and Great Shearwater records from the Bremer Canyon, along with multiple 
records of Barau’s Petrel which continue to be seen regularly (though rarely) off southern WA in summer. A long weekend 
of dedicated seabird trips to the canyon failed to record any of these species, but a Cook’s Petrel was a good consolation 
– this is likely to represent the first record of the species in WA waters, as the previous record from 2018 (WABN 166) 
is now strongly suspected to be attributable to Pycroft’s Petrel. Further north, two White-tailed Tropicbirds off Perth were 
also notable. An expedition visiting shelf-edge waters between Perth and Exmouth did not record any exceptional rarities, 
but regular Bulwer’s Petrel sightings off Carnarvon and North-West Cape and Great Frigatebirds off North-West Cape 
were both of interest as neither species has been reported regularly from these waters, though survey effort has been 
minimal.

Higher rainfall and resultant higher water levels over the last two years at Lake McLarty were sufficient to kill off the 
grass in the middle of the lake bed, so it was pleasing to see thousands of migratory shorebirds once again using the 
lake, albeit the grass-free mud was only exposed very late in the drying process. This included species favouring bare 
mud such as Red-necked Stint and Curlew Sandpiper, and amongst the Red-necked Stints a first-year Little Stint was 
noted. It was also a good season for Eastern Yellow Wagtails in the south-west, with two seen at Lake McLarty, two at 
Herdsman Lake, two at Gnangara Wetlands and Lake Gnangara. The two Herdsman birds and one of the Gnangara birds 
were identified as subspecies tschutschensis (the 'usual' visitor to Australia), while the second bird appeared more likely 
to be the green-headed subspecies taivana. The two McLarty birds were more challenging, showing characteristics of 
both subspecies.

In the Kimberley, the passage of tropical cyclones again brought an interesting array of aerial insectivores to Broome, 
with a House Swift seen following the passage of ex-Tropical Cyclone Esther, and a Red-rumped Swallow and several all-
dark swiftlets seen ahead of the passage of Tropical Cyclone Damian.

In the greater Perth area, an influx of Purple-crowned Lorikeets onto the Swan Coastal Plain was noted, with small 
numbers reported from many areas in the region, while 150 were reported at Preston Beach. The species is often 
common in Wandoo areas to the east of Perth, but is only a scarce visitor to the coastal plain. Similarly, a small influx of 
Western Spinebills has been noted in the Perth area in late March and April, with several reports from suburban gardens. 
The species is common on the Darling Scarp, but occurs more patchily on the coastal plain.

METROPOLITAN (UBD Street 
Directory)
Grey-faced Petrel – 4+, 17/02/20, 

continental shelf edge from Perth 
Canyon to 60 km north – RC, GS 
et al. (rarely reported off the west 
coast; photographs)

Sooty Shearwater – 1, 14/03/20, 
Woodman Point (Munster) – JoR 
& JE (scarce visitor to WA waters; 
photographs)

WHITE-TAILED TROPICBIRD – 
2, 08/02/20, c. 1 km offshore 
Fremantle (Fremantle) – MN 
(vagrant to southern WA waters)

Royal Spoonbill – 1, 01/09/29 & 
21/01/20, Len Howard Reserve 
(Erskine) – KT, CN & CGe (rare in 
south-west; photographs)

Common Noddy – 113, 17/02/20, 
continental shelf edge from Perth 
Canyon to 60 km north – RC, GS et 
al. (rarely reported off Perth)

Little Tern – 1 breeding plumage 

adult, mid 03/20, Mandurah Quay 
(Mandurah) – via CG * 2, 21/03/20, 
Two Rocks beach (Two Rocks) – MG 
(rare visitor to the south-west; 
photographs of Mandurah bird)

ORIENTAL [CRESTED] HONEY-
BUZZARD – up to 3, last sighting 
24/02/20, Lake Joondalup 
(Joondalup) – DM, PB et al. * 1, 
15-16/01/20, Bibra Lake (Bibra 
Lake) – DJ et al. (vagrant to 
Australia, records over previous 
years now known to involve at least 
four individuals; records of these 
individuals previously accepted by 
BARC; photographs; see also WABN 
173)

EURASIAN HOBBY – 1, 15-18/01/20, 
North Lake (North Lake) – NJ et 
al. (vagrant to Western Australia; 
continuing bird; subject to BARC 
acceptance; photographs; see also 
WABN 173)

Rock Parrot – 1, 26/03/20, Long 
Point, Port Kennedy Scientific Park 
(Port Kennedy) – BM (rare on 

the mainland in the Perth region; 
photographs)

EASTERN YELLOW WAGTAIL – 2 
ssp. tschutschensis, 16-25/01/20, 
Herdsman Lake (Herdsman) – NJ, 
JG et al. * 1 ssp. tschutschensis, 
13-24/03/20, Gnangara Rd wetland, 
between Gnangara Rd and Wisdom 
Tce (Wangara) – DM, NH et al. 
* 1 probable ssp. taivana, 13-
20/03/20, Gnangara Rd wetland, 
between Gnangara Rd and Wisdom 
Tce (Wangara) – DM, NH et al. 
*1 ssp. tschutschensis, Gnangara 
Lake (Gnangara) – JG & BH (rare 
migrant to south-western Australia; 
photographs; see also WABN 173)

SOUTH WEST (Shark Bay to 
Cape Arid)
Sooty Albatross – 2, 03/02/20, 

Bremer Canyon, offshore Bremer 
Bay (Jerramungup) – GV et al. 
(rarely reported in WA waters; 
photographs)

BARAU’S PETREL – 1, 03/02/20; 
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1; 21/02/20; 1, 27/02/20, Bremer 
Canyon, offshore Bremer Bay 
(Jerramungup) – GV, PB et al. 
(rare migrant to Western Australian 
waters; subject to BARC acceptance, 
photographs)

COOK’S PETREL – 1, 14/02/20, 
Bremer Canyon, offshore Bremer 
Bay (Jerramungup) – SF, DM et al. 
(1st record for Western Australia 
– previous record [WABN 166] 
likely attributable to Pycroft’s 
Petrel; subject to BARC acceptance; 
photographs)

GREAT SHEARWATER – 2, 19/01/20; 
1, 18/02/20, Bremer Canyon, 
offshore Bremer Bay (Jerramungup) 
– BT, KL et al. (vagrant to Western 
Australian waters; subject to BARC 
acceptance; photographs)

CORY’S SHEARWATER – 1, 
19/01/20; 1 Cory’s type, 25/01/20, 
Bremer Canyon, offshore Bremer 
Bay (Jerramungup) – MY, BB 
et al. (rare vagrant to Western 
Australian waters; subject to BARC 
acceptance; photographs)

DIVING-PETREL sp. – 1 presumed 
Common, 17/02/20, Bremer 
Canyon, offshore Bremer Bay 
(Jerramungup) – DM (diving-petrels 
vagrant to WA waters)

Australasian Bittern – 1, 28/02/20, 
private property east of Denmark 
(Albany) – JR, BK et al. (rarely 
reported in the south-west; 
photographs)

LITTLE STINT – 1 first-year bird, 18-
25/01/20, Lake McLarty (Murray) – 
JG (rarely reported migrant to WA; 
photographs)

Common Gull-billed Tern – 1 
probable ssp. affinis, 01/03/20, near 
Geraldton (Geraldton-Greenough) 
– RA (rarely reported in the south-
west; photographs)

Purple-crowned Lorikeet – 150, 
27/02/20, Preston Beach (Waroona) 
– BR (high count for coastal plain 
near Perth)

Black Honeyeater – up to 6, 14-
30/01/20, Wearne Rd, North 
Bannister (Wandering) – KG, PL et 
al. * 2, 15/01/20, Summer Track 
(Wandering) – KG * 6. 09/02/10, 
private property, Morangup 
(Toodyay) – AR & SR (south-west of 
usual range; photographs; see also 
WABN 173)

Pied Honeyeater – up to 6, 14-
30/01/20, Wearne Rd, North 
Bannister (Wandering) – KG, PL et 
al. * 16, 31/01/20, private property, 

Morangup (Toodyay) – AR (south-
west of usual range; photographs; 
see also WABN 173)

White-fronted Honeyeater – 2, 
09/02/20, private property, 
Morangup (Toodyay) – AR & SR 
(south-west of usual range)

EASTERN YELLOW WAGTAIL – 2 
ssp. uncertain, 11/01-01/02/20, 
Lake McLarty (Murray) – DS, JG et 
al. (rare migrant to south-western 
Australia; photographs; see also 
WABN 173)

ARID ZONE
Bulwer’s Petrel – 4, 23/02/20, 

continental shelf edge offshore 
Carnarvon (Carnarvon) – GS, RC et 
al. * 24, 24/02/20, Cloates Canyon 
and Cape Range Canyon, offshore 
North-West Cape (Exmouth) – GS, 
RC et al. (rarely reported south of 
Kimberley waters; photographs)

Great Frigatebird – 13, 24/02/20, 
Cloates Canyon and Cape Range 
Canyon, offshore North-West Cape 
(Exmouth) – GS, RC et al. (rarely 
reported in WA waters away from 
breeding colonies; photographs)

White-fronted Chat – 2, 14/11/19, 
Exmouth Sewage Treatment Works 
(Exmouth) – AT (north of usual 
range; photographs; see also WABN 
173)

KIMBERLEY 
HOUSE SWIFT – 1, 29/02/20, 

Entrance Point (Broome) – NJ (rare 
migrant to WA; seen following 
passage of ex-Tropical Cyclone 
Esther; subject to BARC acceptance)

all-dark swiftlet sp./spp. – 5, likely 
at least 2 spp. involved, 06/02/20, 
Entrance Point (Broome) – BG 
& NJ (dark swiftlets rare visitors 
to northern WA; seen ahead of 
passage of Tropical Cyclone Damien; 
photographs)

Shining Bronze-Cuckoo – 1, 
20/02/20, private property, Coconut 
Wells (Broome) – AWSG (rare 
passage migrant to the Kimberley)

Broad-billed Sandpiper – 550, 
28/02/20, BBO Beach, Roebuck Bay 
(Broome) – BBO (high count)

Common Noddy – 1, 20/02/20, 
Entrance Point (Broome) – BBO 
(rarely reported on mainland in 
Kimberley)

Red-rumped Swallow – 1, 06/02/20, 
Entrance Point (Broome) – BG & 
NJ (rare migrant to northern WA; 

seen ahead of passage of Tropical 
Cyclone Damien)

COCOS (KEELING) ISLANDS
Northern Pintail – 1, Jan ‘20, 

Horsburgh Island and Becek Besar, 
West Island – GC & PJ (vagrant to 
Australian territory; subject to BARC 
acceptance; see also WABN 172, 
173)

Javan Pond Heron – 1, Jan ‘20, 
West Island – GC & PJ (vagrant to 
Australian territory; subject to BARC 
acceptance; see also WABN 172, 
173)

Little Stint – 1, Jan ‘20, South Island 
– GC & PJ (rarely reported migrant 
to Australian territory; see also 
WABN 173)

Asian House Martin – 2, 02/01/20; 
1. 04/01/20, Quarantine Station, 
West Island – GC & PJ * 1, 
08/01/20, Horsburgh Island – GC & 
PJ (vagrant to Australian territory; 
subject to BARC acceptance; 
Horsburgh Island record involved 
one of the West Island birds based 
on moult)

Asian Brown Flycatcher – 1, 
07/01/20, Oceana House, Home 
Island – GC & PJ (vagrant to 
Australian territory; subject to BARC 
acceptance; see also WABN 173)

EYEBROWED THRUSH – 4, 
07/01/20, Oceana House, Home 
Island – GC & PJ (vagrant to 
Australian territory; subject to BARC 
acceptance; see also WABN 173)

CHRISTMAS ISLAND
Grey Nightjar – 1 taken into care, 

11/01/20, Christmas Island – TD 
(rare migrant to Australian territory; 
subject to BARC acceptance; 
photographs)

Baillon’s Crake – 1, 21/01/20, 
Settlement – LP & AJ (vagrant to 
Christmas Island; photographs; see 
also WABN 173)

WHITE WAGTAIL – 1 ssp. leucopsis, 
01/03/20, settlement – LP (vagrant 
to Australia territory; subject to 
BARC acceptance; photographs)

Observations, ctd
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Obituary
Brice Wells OAM, 18 October 1933 - 12 March 2020

BirdLife Australia has lost a much-loved and influential 
member, and Gail a dear and caring husband.

In her fine eulogy to Brice, Georgina Steytler refers to his 
use of gentle humour to set the tone of the occasion and 
relax his audience. A warning to his listeners was: “I can 
talk underwater with a mango seed in my mouth”. Birds 
might be described as “… thick as a brick with a hat on” or 
“… as smart as a wily raven”.

To encourage new audiences to be as passionate about 
birds as he was, Brice often brought out his favourite 
talk, “The Wonder of Birds” in which he enthusiastically 
extolled the virtues of his subjects such as the Spinifex 
Pigeon; "Who doesn't love a bird with a pointy head!"; the 
Nankeen Kestrel that, “… although a falcon, it couldn't fly 
out of sight in a week”; Major Mitchell’s Cockatoos at Eyre 
that “… loved to slide down the corrugated roof on their 
backsides” and Azure Kingfishers which “… dart across 
billabongs like little flying jewels.”

Georgina was, like many who knew Brice, impressed: “In 
short, he gave me the biggest gift of all - a love for birds. 
He taught me to love them, not because you can get a 

nice photo of them, or so you can tick them off a list, but 
because they are weird, whacky and absolutely wonderful.”

A keen birder since his childhood days, Brice pursued his 
passion at every opportunity, especially when it involved 
the promotion of those interests to the general public. It 
was no surprise, then, that he and Gail took on the task 
of working as wardens at Eyre Bird Observatory. Through 
much of its life the observatory has been a struggle to 
maintain, let alone become the attractive venue for those 
with environmental interests that it is today. However, part 
of the attraction for Brice and Gail was the struggle; the 
rewards were chiefly the achievements that they created 
for this important outpost.

More than a year at Eyre was encouragement enough to 
set them off in 1988 to create Broome Bird Observatory 
on an undeveloped site. Not a job for the faint-hearted. 
Three years of back-breaking work and negotiating skill 
eventually established another important observatory, this 
time in a world-renowned migratory bird habitat.

Subsequently, Brice and Gail lived on in northern Australian 
locations, Brice taking on roles in a range of bird-related 
studies, contributing to Bird Atlas surveys and leading bird 
tours and walks.

On their return to Perth there was no rest. Brice became 
a member of Birds Australia (now BirdLife) WA’s executive 
committee and established and chaired its Community 
Education Committee (CEC). That involved, and still 
does, spreading the word to the public through displays, 
slide shows and school visits. CEC’s work commitments 
gradually developed as a result of requests from those who 
have sung Brice’s praises after being party to his intelligent 
offerings. The committee does not have to search hard for 
an audience. 

His tactful team spirit, determination and clear sense of 
purpose kept Brice going long past his declared intentions 
to slow down. Through their long and happy shared lives, 
Brice and Gail exhibited care and love for each other, 
factors which Brice often proudly proclaimed to his fellow 
BirdLife members and his audiences.  

Rod Smith 

OBSERVERS 

AJ = Alexander Jansen

AR = Allan Rose

AT = Allan Throne

AWSG = Australasian Wader 
Studies Group

BB = Bill Betts

BBO = Broome Bird 
Observatory

BG = Bruce Greatwich

BH = Benjamin Hicks

BK = Brad Kneebone

BM = Brad Maryan

BR = Bill Russell

BT = Billy Thom

CG = Claire Greenwell

CGe = Claire Gerrish

CN = Clive Nealon

DJ = Darryl James

DM = Dan Mantle

DS = David Secomb

GC = Geof Christie

GS = George Swann

GV = George Vaughan

JE = John Edmond

JG = John Graff

JR = Jeremy Ringma

JoR = Joseph Russell

KG = Ken Glasson

KL = Keith Lightbody

KT = Ken Tracy

LP = Lisa Preston

MG = Martin Greenwood

MN = Mark Newman

MY = Machi Yoshida

NH = Nick Hart

NJ = Nigel Jackett

PB = Plaxy Barratt

PL = Peter Lowe

PJ = Pam Jones

RA = Rodney Appleby

RC = Rohan Clarke

SF = Stewart Ford

SR = Sandy Rose

TD = Tanya Detto

Observations, ctd
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BirdLife WA reports

CHAIR’S REPORT
Needless to say that COVID-19 has altered the world for 
all of us since the last edition of WABN. It is probably also 
needless to say that there will be many more changes due 
to this virus before the next WABN edition.

This pandemic has caused us to make adjustments to 
almost all previously normal aspects of our lives, but it 
also provides us with an opportunity to re-think how we 
may want to be into the future as we emerge from this 
pandemic. Interesting to note how we respond radically 
to an immediate threat to our own existence but move 
slowly, if at all, to threats to other species, including 
birds. Phytophthora Dieback is well established in WA and 
is continuing to affect proteaceous vegetation that is an 
essential component of the habitat requirements of many 
birds. Similar isolation responses are required but have 
not been well adopted. I wonder what it might take for 
environmental hygiene to be considered as seriously as 
human hygiene.

Aligned with the rest of society, BirdLife nationally and 
here in WA cancelled all functions and activities that were 
considered to be at risk to the spread of Covid-19. The 
BirdLife WA office has been closed, as has the National 
Office in Melbourne, and all staff are working from home. 
It was no doubt disappointing to many who were looking 
forward to excursions, campouts, presentations or 
participating in the Great Cocky Count, but with WA being 
in a State of Emergency, it was the right thing to do.

However, we have a remarkable ability to adapt to altered 
arrangements with many adopting virtual meeting formats. 
We quickly purchased a Zoom license for BWA and use it 
effectively for BWA EC business. It is available for use by 
others by arrangement through Annette in the (virtual) 
office. There has been significant interest in home birding 
and a great response to social media involvement. I 
suspect there are many more birdbaths in backyards as a 
result!

As the economy recovers, we are expecting there to be 
new pressure on the environment through development 
proposals. In response, we are making informed 
submissions to the review of the national Environmental 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act and the WA 
Environmental Protection Act. BWA EC is now collaborating 
with the Wildflower Society of WA for responses on 
proposals and native vegetation clearing permits. We 
worked with BirdLife Bunbury for an EPA submission about 
the proposed southern section of the Bunbury Outer Ring 
Road. Sometimes I wonder what effect we have with 
these submissions but then are buoyed by the positive 
outcomes for the environment as is occurring for the Point 
Grey development proposal in the Peel Harvey estuary, 
and securing the Cocanarup-Kundip area for Carnaby’s 
Black-Cockatoo breeding habitat near Ravensthorpe. 
Both of these successes show the importance of working 
closely with staff here and nationally, and networking with 
partner organisations. WA Program Manager Vicki Stokes 
contributed significantly to the response for both of these.

Just prior to lockdown, I attended the South Coast Festival 
of Birds and Biodiversity in Albany, having the opportunity 
to launch the WA Bird Conservation Network (WABCN). 
This new network is now gaining momentum largely 
through the efforts of Alfred and Hidi Lau. Agreements 
have now been signed with regional groups that report 
through the BWA Branch as well as associated groups 
that are separately constituted. Not to be deterred by 
restrictions, we will meet to share ideas and information 
by Zoom. I suspect this will prove to be effective for 

networking when restrictions are lifted.

I also joined the bus tour of Gondwana Link organised by 
Basil Schur (Green Skills Denmark). I recommend this 
for BirdLife members in future years as it is a wonderful 
demonstration of many forms of revegetation in action 
benefiting birds. Seeing Malleefowl nesting in revegetation 
at Chingarrup Sanctuary created by Eddy and Donna 
Wajon near Boxwood Hill is motivation for more effort. 
BWA has been involved but there are new opportunities for 
our involvement to be developed.

***

The BWA Annual General Meeting held in February saw the 
return of most members to Executive Committee with the 
additional of Beth Walker and Peter Jacoby. Both Beth and 
Peter come with prior academic involvement, experience 
in community conservation, and are keen birders. Max 
Goodwin completed his time with EC and I thank Max for 
his significant contribution to it.

BWA EC remains open to the ideas and contributions of all 
members and supporters for increasing interests in birds in 
WA and in their conservation.
Your efforts are appreciated.

 Viv Read
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BWA AGM 2020, 24.02.20 - Chair’s 
Report  
BirdLife WA is one of 37 groups within BirdLife Australia. 
However, as a Branch, we are neither local nor regional 
but represent the vast area of Western Australia, some of 
which we know well but most of which we know little with 
respect to birds, their habitats and threats to their future 
existence. Additionally, we are a long way away from the 
eastern epicentre of bird conservation administration.  

There are currently 1250 BirdLife Australia members and 
60 Wild Bird Protectors out of a population of 2.6 million 
people in WA. However, we do have effective committees 
and groups, growing partnership arrangements with 
likeminded organisations and a lot of very knowledgeable 
and passionate individuals. We also work closely with the 
staff employed under the WA Program based in WA.

During 2019, BirdLife WA Executive Committee (EC) 
tackled the sprawling challenges of threats to our birds, 
engaging the interest of more Western Australians in birds, 
building the capacity of the branch and encouraging more 
volunteer effort. We also needed to demonstrate firstly 
that the EC is relevant and effective, and secondly that 
we are managing funding in a strategic, accountable and 
sustainable way.

Our first step was to prepare a Proposition Statement 
that makes clear our role within the branch. This was 
included in WABN 173. We then drafted a 5-year 
Strategic Plan that is based on four goals summarised 
as:

1. Protecting priority birds and habitats

2. Engaging community

3. Developing the Branch

4. Supporting volunteers

We have also drafted a three year Finance Plan to be 
submitted to the BirdLife Australia Board.

Highlights and memorable issues of the past year are 
noted below in the goal areas.

Protecting priority birds and habitats

• The bushfires nationally and here in WA are redefining 
how we live in landscape and with that, how we 
protect birds. The Stirling Range and Yanchep fires 
have impacted on black -cockatoo habitat but most 
importantly, the recent Cape Arid and Nuytsland fires 
have again affected Western Ground Parrots. BWA is 
preparing position papers on both climate change and 
bushfire response with respect to bird conservation, 
and providing support for urgent new initiatives for the 
ground parrots.  

• With staff and the Cocanarup Conservation Alliance, 
we have advocated for inclusion of the Cocanarup/
Kundip bush area to be secured within the reserve 
system because of its demonstrated high value for black-
cockatoo nest sites.

• BWA has made submissions on many development 
proposals over the year. Significant was the detailed 
response to proposed gypsum mining in inland lakes 
(e.g. Lake Disappointment).

Engaging community

• Community interest in revegetation for black-cockatoo 

habitat is rapidly increasing. Crowd funding linked to the 
Twitchathon plus a federal government grant has raised 
over $28 000 for community-based revegetation in the 
Gnangara and Galaxy Ridge projects.

• Engagement has been through schools with the 
Community Education program that remains ambitious, 
with four more Bird Guides added to the website, more 
than 70 excursions that are now more open to visitors 
and six camp-outs, the many regional group activities, 
and the Greater Western Woodland surveys which are 
now piloting surveys in the wheatbelt, engaging local 
communities.

• The BirdLife Biennial Photographic Conference held in 
September attracting 190 delegates was organised by a 
WA committee and featured WA skills and expertise.

Developing the Branch

• A Forum for regional groups was held in April leading 
towards clarifying roles and responsibilities of each 
group, and developing group networking arrangements. 
A short-term contract to develop the opportunity and 
stimulate other group interest is arranged.

• Risk assessments have been drafted for excursions and 
activities to ensure that we minimise risk.

• Good progress has been made on arranging new, long 
term accommodation for BWA. 

Supporting volunteers

• The full benefit of volunteer effort for birding and bird 
conservation through BWA is difficult to account but 
is substantial. Formal recognition goes to a few but 
appreciation goes to all.

I thank members of the outgoing Executive Committee for 
their substantial efforts over the past year. I particularly 
thank the dedicated support provided through the 
committees, regional and associated groups. While staff 
is employed for their services, all current staff work with 
passion well beyond the expectations of their role.

Personally, I have appreciated working with EC members, 
staff, committee and group members in an increasingly 
team-like way for enhancing birding interest and bird 
conservation outcomes. I have also tackled my decades-
long avoidance of the complexities of shore and pelagic 
birds and have gained substantially from the depth 
of knowledge and experience that resides with many 
members.

Your efforts are appreciated.
Viv Read
Chair BWA
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BirdLife WA Conservation Program

Great Cocky Count
The 2020 Great Cocky Count (GCC) was unfortunately cancelled due to risks and restrictions related to Covid-19. Seven 
hundred volunteers were allocated to 380 sites, so it was a great shame that the event did not go ahead. Nonetheless 
many GCC volunteers still did a count, either before, after or on April 5. Many thanks go to all those who did; these data 
will be invaluable to future planning and may be used in the 2021 GCC report. Below is a summary of 47 counts done on 
April 5 (GCC day).

Site Location White-tailed 
count

Forest Red-
tailed count

ALBKALR004 Kalgan 963 0

AUGFORR002 Forest Grove 0 0

AUGGRAR002 Gracetown 23 10

AUGMARR012 Margaret River 0 0

BODBODR002 Boddington 0 0

BRIGLER001 Glenlynn 400 0

BRIGRER003 Greenbushes 12 25

BRIGRER004 Greenbushes 48 15

BRINORR002 North Greenbushes 0 0

BUNCOLR001 College Grove 14 0

BUSCARR001 Carbunup 24 0

CAMFLOR001 Floreat 372 0

CANRIVR001 Riverton 0 22

CAPBOYR001 Boyanup 70 16

CAPGWIR001 Gwindinup 0 0

CAPGWIR002 Gwindinup 0 0

COCHAMR002 Hamilton Hill 0 0

COCSPER001 Spearwood 100 0

DANDANR001 Dandaragan 759 0

DANJURR001 Jurien Bay 473 0

DAREATR001 Eaton 0 0

DONNOGR001 Noggerup 0 64

HARSUNR001 Harvey 73 13

JOOPADR001 Padbury 20 0

KALFORR003 Forrestfield 0 0

KALHIGR001 High Wycombe 0 0

MNJMNJR001 Manjimup 600 0

MUNHELR002 Helena Valley 0 4

MUNMTHR003 Mt Helena 4 0

MUNMUNR002 Mundaring 0 5

MUNPARR004 Parkerville 162 0

NANNANR004 Nannup 12 15

NEDNEDR001 Nedlands 225 0

NEDNEDR003 Nedlands 44 0

PLAPORR003 Porongurup 5 15

ROCKARR002 Karnup 0 12

SERDARR001 Darling Downs 5 0

SERJARR004 Jarrahdale 20 0

SERKEYR003 Keysbrook 341 0

SERSERR003 Serpentine 0 0

STINORR001 North Beach 0 0

STIYOKR003 Yokine 0 94

SWABULR002 Bullsbrook 60 0

SWAELLR001 Ellenbrook 931 0

SWAGIDR010 Gidgegannup 0 7

TOOMORR001 Morangup 240 2

TOOMORR002 Morangup 0 5

WANGNAR001 Gnangara 453 0

Total count 6453 324 324
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So, what can we say about these results? The average 
White-tailed count was much higher than previous years 
(134 compared to 57 in 2019 and 48 in 2018). This may 
reflect the fact that people were more likely to do the 
count if it was a large roost with a high probability of being 
occupied. In contrast the Forest Red-tailed (FRT) count 
was very low and I believe this is an accurate reflection of 
FRT movements in the Perth region this year. There were 
much higher numbers earlier in the year, but by April most 
of these birds had dispersed to forested areas. It is likely 
that they had depleted most Cape Lilac seed in coastal 
areas and moved back to the forest for a more traditional 

diet and potentially in preparation for breeding.

There were a few records of note. The highest ever GCC 
count in the Albany area was recorded in Kalgan this 
year (963); a very high count in Dandaragan (759) and a 
high count in Ellenbrook (931). The mega roost was not 
counted, but pre-GCC surveys indicate that large numbers 
(5000 approximately) continue to roost in this area east of 
Yanchep. Now we look forward to 2021: save the date of 
Sunday March 28! 

The GCC was supported by funding from The Alcoa 
Foundation

Carnaby’s breeding surveys
Every year in winter and spring Carnaby’s travel hundreds of kilometres east to breed and several intrepid BirdLife 
volunteers follow them to survey their nests. The 2019 season turned out to be a good one with many sites recording 
good numbers of occupied nests. This included the following:

Although the site at Borden had 14 occupied nests, 21 
nestlings fledged from this important site (seven nests 
with two siblings). The overall occupation rate was 29% 
(27% for natural and 33% for artificial hollows), which 
compares favourably with the average of 16% since 2011. 
In total our volunteers and staff surveyed 736 nests, 
with 149 natural and 63 artificial nests occupied. Nest 
competitors occupied 5% and 12% of natural and artificial 
hollows respectively.

In 2019 we continued to use more sophisticated 
technology to make surveys more accurate and efficient. 
We continued the use of Cocky Cam (telescopic poles of 12 
and 16.5m with wireless cameras) to inspect hollows. Later 
this year we will be trialling ‘GoPro’ style cameras to see if 
they provide better resolution and focus than the current 
cameras. BirdLife purchased two tablets for use in the field 
in 2019 and they proved very useful. The tablets used 
Avenza Maps Pro with high resolution, georeferenced maps 
to provide live tracking of surveyor’s location in relation 
to known nest trees. This, along with tree tagging, made 
the location of nest trees much easier and more accurate, 

especially at sites like Cocanarup where many nest trees 
are found close together. We would like to train volunteers 
to use this technology if they are comfortable with it, so 
watch this space.

We are hoping that Covid-19 travel restrictions will be 
lifted by October to enable 2020 surveys to go ahead. 
Surveying nests is technically and physically demanding 
work, but if you have the following we’d like to hear from 
you (carnabys@birdlife.org.au):

• Confident in ‘bush’ skills and using a GPS in the field
• Moderate physical fitness to carry and use ‘Cocky Cam’
• Comfortable using technology such as tablets, GPS and 

more
• Good at building good relations with land owners
• Spare time (and $) in spring to travel to the wheatbelt 

for a few days at a time
• Good data recording skills

• A vehicle (preferably AWD/4WD)

Surveys normally take place between September and January at sites between Coorow and Ravensthorpe. The 
2019 report will shortly be available here: http://www.birdlife.org.au/projects/southwest-black-cockatoo-recovery/
publications-and-forms

Adam Peck

The Importance of Urban Trees for Black-Cockatoos
The Perth Peel region is frequented by black-cockatoos 
(both Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo and Red-tailed Black-
Cockatoo) particularly during the non-breeding season. 

But as we are well aware their habitat continues to shrink, 
placing ever more importance on remaining street trees, 
bush blocks, parks, reserves and people’s backyards. 

BirdLife WA Conservation Program, ctd

Location Nests surveyed Nests occupied % occupied

Piawaning 5 6 83%

Tenterden 4 5 80%

Mundaring 9 12 75%

Calingiri 3 4 75%

Joondalup 8 11 73%

Mount Lesueur 7 12 58%

Stirling Range 3 6 50%

Mogumber 11 23 48%

Moora 22 52 42%

Ravensthorpe 74 179 41%

Borden 14 79 18%
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With a small State NRM grant, BirdLife WA is continuing 
to build a database of urban trees that are important for 
black-cockatoos as food trees, day and night roosts and 
potentially nests. These data will be made available to local 
and state government so that informed land management 
decisions can be made. 
Thank you to all the contributors so far to this project and 
database. We welcome more records and there are two 
ways you can contribute:
1. If in coming months you notice black-cockatoos 
feeding, roosting or possibly nesting in trees or shrubs 
across your local suburb, please record this in Birdata 
using the web portal at https://birdata.birdlife.org.au/or 
the free phone app. (Please note you will need to set up an 
account if you do not already have one). Then follow these 
quick tips to make sure the data gets to the right place in 
the right format:

• Click on Record Survey
• In Programs – select Southwest Black Cockatoo 
Recovery Program (or WA Black Cockies) then next
• Indicate your location. On the phone app this will 
automatically do this for you.
• In details, please indicate the type of tree and type of 
activity you observe. These are optional fields but very 
important information for this project. Be as specific as you 
can and use the comments section to provide more detail. 
For example, if it is a tree or group of trees that black-
cockatoos come back to each year to feed or roost, please 
indicate this and the season they generally visit. 
•  In sightings, record the black-cockatoo species and the 
number of birds you observed. 
• Then click Submit 
2. Alternatively if you know of trees in your local suburb 
or across the Perth Peel region that over the years you 
have observed black-cockatoos using to feed, roost or 
nest, please email vicki.stokes@birdlife.org.au 

Make Your Birding Count!
Do you visit local wetlands, reserves and parks to look at 
birds? Do you take note of what you see? Have you ever 
thought about how valuable that information is? Have you 
considered using a citizen science portal like Birdata to 
keep track of your sightings?

Or do you record your bird surveys into Birdata already 
and wonder how that data gets used?  

Birdata is BirdLife Australia’s national database for birds 
and is accessible for everyone. It is one of the largest 
citizen science platforms in Australia. People from around 
the country use it to store their sightings and explore the 
wealth of knowledge that has been submitted by other 
eagle-eyed birdwatchers during their everyday birding. The 
website can be found at https://birdata.birdlife.org.au/, 
and Birdata also has a super convenient free phone app as 
well. It is easy and enjoyable to use and all you need to 
get started is to set up a username and password. 

There are many benefits to using Birdata to record your 
bird surveys and sightings:

•  It is an organised and safe way to record and store your 
own data and readily pull out statistics such as how 
frequently you report your favourite species or your lists 
for your favourite birding spots;

•  It is an opportunity to discover and contribute to 
BirdLife research and monitoring programs such 
as ‘Birds in Backyards’, ‘Southwest Black-Cockatoo 
Program’ and ‘Shorebird Monitoring’;

• It is a tool to help you find particular species, or learn 
what birds to expect when you visit particular places; 

• Birdata streamlines your observations, helping you 
contribute the precise information that is so critical to 
bird conservation.

Birdata is used both in WA and nationally to identify trends 
in bird populations, identify significant sites and habitat for 
threatened species, and advocate for bird conservation. 
Here are just a handful of examples:

1. Data identifies important sites for birds. BirdLife WA 
have recently used data collected through the annual 
shorebird and general survey programs to highlight the 
significance of the Peel-Yalgorup Ramsar site in the Peel 
for migratory and resident shorebirds, and for waterbirds 

more generally. This information has been used to advise 
strongly against the development of the Point Grey marina 
and to advocate for improved management of Lake McLarty 
(which based on waterbird numbers in good years could be 
a Ramsar site in its own right).

The Denmark Bird Group have used data they have 
collected and store in Birdata to identify the significance 
of Prawn Rock Channel in Wilson’s Inlet for beach-nesting 
birds, sea birds and shorebirds. They are advocating for a 
bird sanctuary and calling on the local council to review the 
area’s current dog-off-leash zoning as incompatible with 
the important environmental values of the area. 

2.  The ‘Birds in Backyards’ Program in Birdata is used to 
identify trends in our urban birds. During a recent Rainbow 
Lorikeet project, Robyn Pickering used Birdata to highlight 
declining trends of local native parrots, Australian Ringneck 
and Red-capped Parrot (Figure 1), and nectivorous species 
such as Brown Honeyeater and White-cheeked Honeyeater 
over the last two decades, as numbers of the introduced 
Rainbow Lorikeet have increased across parts of the Perth 
metropolitan area. While increasing urbanisation and 
associated habitat loss will also be a contributing factor 
of native urban bird declines, some of these declining 
species are considered ‘urban-adapted’, which makes their 
localised decline surprising. But numerous reports from the 
community of aggressive competitive interactions between 
Rainbow Lorikeets and native parrots over nest hollows 
and with honeyeaters for nectar suggests competitive 
interactions contribute to these trends. With this 
information we continue to work with State Government 
Departments and local councils to monitor and consider 
management solutions to this pest bird problem. 

3. The data from the national ‘Shorebird Monitoring 
Program’ has been used by the National Shorebird team 
to have seven species of migratory shorebird listed as 
Threatened under the federal Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act (1999), and to develop a 
habitat directory of important sites for shorebirds. Jeremy 
Ringma, the new WA Shorebird Project Coordinator of 
a project supported by the State NRM Office, plans to 
analyse site data, similar to the Rottnest data shown 
(Figure 2), to identify trends at particular sites and use the 
shorebird data to work with land managers to inform site 
management planning to protect wetlands and shorebird 
habitat. 
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4. The data in Birdata is used to develop the State 
of Australia’s Birds (SOAB), a report series that tracks 
trends in Australia’s bird populations and identifies the 
health, threats and solutions to declining bird species or 
populations. The report informs decision making in land 
management and directs conservation and policy that 
affects Australia’s birds. BirdLife is currently working on the 
next report.

Without the dedication, time and skill of the thousands 
of volunteer citizen scientists that contribute to Birdata, 
the breadth of our bird monitoring programs and the 

information it generates in both scales across space and 
time would not be possible. 

So if you want to contribute to bird conservation, then start 
or continue to enter your bird sightings into Birdata and/or 
use the data to advocate for conservation of birds and their 
habitats in your local area. Keep an eye out on the BirdLife 
WA Facebook page or e-news for upcoming workshops 
on how to use Birdata, that will include workshops on the 
general survey methods and workshops specifically for 
shorebird counters.

Vicki Stokes, Tegan Douglas and Jeremy Ringma

WA Program Update and Negotiating Our 
Way Through Covid-19
Along with many others across Australia, the BirdLife 
Program staff in WA is working from home to do our bit to 
reduce the spread of Covid-19. We have cancelled all face-
to face meetings, workshops and community events and 
have moved to doing what we can on-line and at home.

A specific disappointment was the cancellation of the Great 
Cocky Count. Thanks to Adam Peck for all the hard work 
he put into coordinating the count, running workshops 
in the lead up to the count, and assigning sites to keep 
everyone safe. We look forward to getting everyone 
involved again next April, because it is such an important 
monitoring program and the data are used to inform 
decisions about black-cockatoos. 
Dr Tegan Douglas who coordinates our urban birds project 
in Perth, is busy organising online workshops to share the 
wonderful world of urban birds broadly with the community 
and encourage everyone to pitch in and help to monitor 
our birds (by doing backyard bird surveys) and provide 
much needed habitat such as a shrub or two or a bird bath 
in their backyards. 
Winter for Tegan’s and Adam’s projects will be very busy, 
as we have thousands of plants ordered to plant and 
showcase the types of habitat needed for our urban birds 
and threatened black-cockatoos. The plan was to involve 
communities and schools in planting days, but due to 
Covid-19 restrictions these are cancelled. So WA staff will 
be getting their hands dirty. 

We are hopeful that by spring our wetland and shorebird 
project coordinators, Plaxy Barratt and Dr Jeremy Ringma 
will be able to get out into wetlands across the south-

west to monitor Australasian Bittern and resident and 
migratory shorebirds. Plaxy and staff, with the Department 
of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions (DBCA) 
also plan to trap, tag and track the movements of some 
bitterns. While we have good monitoring data on the 
freshwater wetlands where they breed, we are very keen 
to understand where and how far they move during the 
non-breeding season. 

Jeremy has plans to support our amazing shorebird 
counters this coming spring/summer and hopefully 
encourage some new people to get involved with our 
annual shorebird counts through training workshops, 
mentoring programs and generating data analysis to show 
how helpful the annual counts are for tracking shorebird 
trends.

Thanks to our project funders, partners, supporters 
and volunteers for all your support and understanding 
during these difficult times. Our projects would not be 
possible without the grants we receive and the invaluable 
contribution of many people. The BirdLife team in WA 
remains positive, is highly committed to achieving positive 
conservation outcomes for our birds and will continue to 
maintain a focus on bird conservation during these trying 
times.

Projects and conservation work in WA are presently 
supported by the State NRM office, Alcoa Foundation, 
Lotterywest, South Coast NRM and the federal 
government.

Dr Vicki Stokes
WA Program Manager 

BirdLife WA Conservation Program, ctd

Figure 1. Data from the last two decades reveals very low 
reporting rates of local native Red-capped Parrots in many 
inner Perth suburbs where Rainbow Lorikeets are now the 
most commonly reported parrot.  

Figure 2. Trends in counts (number of individual 
birds) of Curlew Sandpiper (Calidris ferruginea) at sites 
surveyed across Rottnest Island for the National Shorebird 
Monitoring Program (formerly Shorebirds 2020). 
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Dampier Saltworks Shorebird Survey, November 2019
Since 2012, Dampier Salt Ltd (DSL) and BirdLife Western 
Australia (BWA) have partnered to conduct annual surveys 
of the shorebirds of the Dampier Saltworks in the north 
west of Western Australia. The Dampier Saltworks (in 
particular Pond 0 and Pond 1A) is a Key Biodiversity Area 
(KBA) for Red-necked Stint, Curlew Sandpiper and Red-
capped Plover because it supports >1% of the world 
population of these species.

The 2019 survey was conducted by BWA volunteers 
Frank O’Connor, Plaxy Barratt and Tegan Douglas. Mark 
Henryon coordinated the survey for BWA. Access to the 
site was facilitated by Chris Parker, the DSL Environmental 
Advisor. While the shorebirds were the highest priority to 
be counted, all waterbirds and raptors were counted and a 
list of all other bird species was recorded. This article only 
reports on the shorebirds. The full report can be obtained 
from the BWA office. For reports on earlier surveys, see 
O'Connor (2019).

The 9148 shorebirds is the second highest total for the 
past eight surveys, and only exceeded in November 2018. 
The count felt disappointing as we didn’t find the numbers 
of Curlew Sandpiper and Sharp-tailed Sandpiper that we 
would expect in November. However, the 5478 trans-
equatorial migrants is the third highest total although this 
includes 550 unidentified small shorebirds which would 
probably have included 300+ Red-capped Plover. The 3670 
non migratory shorebirds is easily the highest of these 
surveys, with the actual total being close to 4000 including 
the probable Red-capped Plover.

This count significantly exceeded the 1% population 
threshold for Red-capped Plover (2361 vs 950). This is 
the highest recorded during these surveys, and was only 
exceeded by an earlier count in November 2005. Red-
necked Stint (2515 vs 4750) was nationally significant 
(>0.1%), but a species only needs to exceed the 1% 
global threshold every ten years to qualify as a KBA 
criterion. This is the third highest count for this species for 

these surveys since 2012. Curlew Sandpiper (113 vs 900) 
only just exceeded the national threshold after exceeding 
the global threshold for the previous three years. This is 
concerning for this critically endangered species, especially 
with a similar result at Port Hedland. However, the low 
number is not related to anything at the saltworks. This 
count was nationally significant (>0.1%) for Greater Sand 
Plover (894 vs 200) and Sharp-tailed Sandpiper (337 vs 
85).

The sand plovers are of interest. It is usual that Lesser 
Sand Plover easily outnumbers Greater Sand Plover, but 
this year we recorded 111 Lesser Sand Plover and 894 
Greater Sand Plover (with most of the 600 unidentified 
sand plovers also thought to be this species). This is, by 
a significant factor, the highest count for Greater Sand 
Plover. They were mostly seen at some distance, but we 
were confident that we identified them correctly. When we 
had significant numbers we had both species together and 
all three observers agreed on the identification.

The number of Banded Stilt (1088) exceeded the sum of 
all the previous surveys! They were recorded at nearly ten 
locations. This number is significant for Dampier but is not 
significant for the species as a whole.

The next count is scheduled for November 30th and 
December 1st 2020. Frank hopes to lead the count again, 
but we could be looking for one or two volunteers. Contact 
Mark Henryon or Jeremy Ringma if you are interested.
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Donations to
BirdLife Western Australia

The Western Australian Branch is aiming to be in the financial position to support conservation work through 
projects, particularly aimed at threatened species. With the decline in government funding, support for this 
work through donations and bequests is one way this aim can be realised in the future.

Tax deductible donations specifically for BirdLife Western Australia can be made to BirdLife Western Australia 
through our office at Peregrine House. A tax deductible receipt will be issued.

If the donation is being made as a direct deposit in the BirdLife Western Australia bank account, it is 
important to signify who it is from and that it is specifically for BirdLife Western Australia. Donations will then 
be held in a separate account so that they can be accounted for through the national office each year in 
accordance with the Federal Taxation Department requirements.

Such donations, unless specified by the donor for a particular purpose, will be used to assist in meeting the 
objectives of the organisation. 

If you have decided to make a lasting legacy to BirdLife Australia in your Will, contact Bequests Officer Ralf 
Sternad on 03 9347 0757 for a confidential discussion on your options, including any specific requests (e.g. 
support for black cockatoos in WA).

Viv Read, Chair



BirdLife WA Conservation Program, ctd

Table 1. Shorebirds at the Dampier RTM lease and adjacent mudflats, 2004-2019. Pre 2012 data from Hassell (2006) 
and 2012-2018 data from O'Connor (2019). * = non-migratory species. 

Nov Nov Nov Oct Oct Oct Oct Oct Oct Nov Nov

2004 2005 2006 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Beach Stone-
curlew*

0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0

Aust. Pied 
Oystercatcher*

1 3 6 1 2 2 31 4 1 3 2

Banded Stilt* 240 181 11 32 46 13 0 0 3 217 1088

Red-necked 
Avocet*

195 126 18 307 277 378 83 150 230 199 219

Pied Stilt* 100 19 40 40 107 60 11 15 24 22 41

Grey Plover 42 27 20 4 8 1 6 17 0 2 8

Pacific Golden 
Plover

5 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0

Red-capped 
Plover*

737 3845 1206 650 1295 1059 472 890 546 1867 2361

Lesser Sand Plover 5 110 0 0 195 3 25 413 4 1,042 111

Greater Sand 
Plover

110 101 20 18 93 25 52 46 3 47 894

Oriental Plover 0 473 0 164 0 0 0 8 0 133 1

Black-fronted 
Dotterel*

0 0 0 0 8 4 0 0 3 2 0

Banded Lapwing* 0 15 13 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Red-kneed 
Dotterel*

0 0 0 0 8 0 0 0 0 0 0

Whimbrel 25 8 1 12 33 15 21 103 20 15 16

Far Eastern Curlew 10 3 2 20 14 8 9 19 1 4 3

Bar-tailed Godwit 120 386 160 109 49 16 44 65 25 29 69

Ruddy Turnstone 34 12 15 3 12 13 12 59 53 10 13

Great Knot 15 47 51 6 31 0 74 52 4 28 55

Red Knot 0 0 0 0 3 0 31 9 0 8 38

Broad-billed 
Sandpiper

68 22 0 4 5 2 10 0 5 5 4

Sharp-tailed 
Sandpiper

23 4,204 469 340 297 661 380 139 180 1343 337

Curlew Sandpiper 1310 1611 590 72 403 358 163 1390 1941 1297 113

Long-toed Stint 0 5 0 0 0 8 0 1 0 1 4

Red-necked Stint 9920 10 594 1911 758 5979 2028 1933 559 984 8189 2515

Sanderling 2 4 0 1 1 5 0 15 7 0 0

Little Stint 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Red-necked 
Phalarope

2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0

Terek Sandpiper 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 0 2 0

Common 
Sandpiper

0 1 0 1 3 4 5 7 16 4 4

Grey-tailed Tattler 70 10 7 32 14 38 9 35 8 39 28

Common 
Greenshank

59 5 8 46 25 61 20 78 25 25 73

Wood Sandpiper 0 0 0 0 3 2 0 1 2 0 0

Marsh Sandpiper 33 121 107 6 7 4 10 3 4 7 1

Australian 
Pratincole*

0 12 0 1 4 0 0 1 0 0 0

Oriental Pratincole 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 30 0

Unidentified 
shorebirds

0 0 0 416 0 450 1169 68 831 0 550

Sand Plover sp. 1110 2 0 0 600

Yearly Totals 13 126 21 947 4656 3044 8922 5218 5683 4151 4920 14 572 9148 

Migratory 
Shorebirds

11 953 17 765 3402 2052 7282 3762 5096 3106 4137 12 284 5478

Non Migratory* 1173 4182 1254 992 1640 1456 587 1045 783 2288 3670

# of Species 23 28 20 24 27 24 23 26 23 29 24
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Across the Nullarbor, news from National Office
Hoody success in SA 
BirdLife Australia’s Beach-nesting Birds project has been 
protecting Hooded Plovers and other birds of the coast for 
15 years, with the last 10 years including a partnership 
with the Adelaide Mount Lofty Ranges NRM Board and local 
councils. Through this collaboration, the combination of 
local knowledge, specialist bird expertise and a network 
of keen volunteers has overseen the recovery of Hooded 
Plovers on South Australia’s Fleurieu Peninsula and 
adjacent beaches around Adelaide. 

Last summer saw the third-highest number of Hooded 
Plovers fledged there since the partnership began, with 17 
chicks fledging. The record was just two more, in 2015—
16. Reflecting this success, Hooded Plovers have expanded 
from the Fleurieu to establish territories on metropolitan 
beaches closer to Adelaide. 

The population's recovery would not have been possible 
without the hard work done by volunteers and local 
councils, with volunteers regularly checking beaches, 
raising awareness with beachgoers and identifying when 
and where Hoodies are nesting. 

Silver Gull with three legs 
Three species of gulls are common in Tasmania — Silver, 
Pacific and Kelp Gulls — and BirdLife Tasmania conducts 
regular gull surveys. What was not common, though, was 
the recent discovery of a Silver Gull with an extra foot.  

As well as a third foot, the gull also had the bones and 
tissue of a third leg protruding from near its left tarsal 
joint. 

The bird was discovered by Dr Eric Woehler, Convenor of 
BirdLife Tasmania, who serendipitously noticed the bird on 
his lunch break during a survey last month.   

Although the bird was unlikely to have been able to 
support its weight on the extra leg and foot, it was 

otherwise unencumbered and was behaving as a normal 
Silver Gull.   

"It hasn't had an impact on the ability of the bird to feed 
and survive in the wild," Dr Woehler said. "It was part of a 
large flock of birds hanging around a port facility... looking 
for food scraps and offerings.”   

Despite the novelty of this bird, it’s not the first record of 
a three-legged Silver Gull, as — incredibly — another was 
seen by numerous people on Rottnest Island during the 
2010s.  

Southern Emu-wrens rescued on 
Kangaroo Island 
The devastating bushfires on Kangaroo Island impacted 
heavily on many of the Island’s special birds, including one 
of its smallest residents — the Kangaroo Island Southern 
Emu-wren. 

With over 80 per cent of its habitat burnt, the welfare 
of every individual emu-wren is vital for the species to 
recover from the destruction of its habitat. 

BirdLife Australia already had a team of experienced 
ornithologists on Kangaroo Island to conduct post-fire 
surveys when they learnt that Zoos SA was mounting a 
rescue mission for of emu-wrens trapped in a small patch 
of unburnt mallee-heath surrounded by blackened habitat, 
so they quickly sprang into action to assist. 

Working with staff from Zoos SA, Kangaroo Island Land for 
Wildlife and the SA Department of Environment and Water, 
BirdLife Australia’s team helped to relocate six emu-wrens 
to a larger, safer patch of unburnt habitat to give them the 
best chance of survival. 

Please consider supporting conservation projects like these 
by making a donation at: https://support.birdlife.org.au/
donate 

Birdlife WA Shop

Buy Online or at the Birdlife WA Office
www.birdlife.org.au/locations/birdlife-western-australia/sales   wa@birdlife.org.au   (08) 9383 7749
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What's in a Name?
Who was John Gilbert?
Those of us familiar with the Great Western Woodlands 
which stretches from north of Beacon, south to near 
Ravensthorpe and east to Cocklebiddy will be familiar with 
the lovely Gilbert’s Whistler. But who was Gilbert, and why 
should he have a bird named after him?

Initially he was a taxidermist with the Zoological Society of 
London, but later visited Australia and became an assiduous 
collector of thousands of specimens of every description, 
from quadrupeds to insects, from shells to crustaceans, 
from plants to reptiles, but mainly and most importantly, 
birds and eggs.

Gilbert was born on 14 March 1812 in south London and 
died on 28 June 1845 in Queensland near the Gulf of 
Carpentaria. He started his working life as a taxidermist 
with the London Zoological Society where he came into 
contact with John Gould. Gilbert lost his job with the zoo 
after only 18 months. John Gould then engaged Gilbert 
as chief collector for his planned expedition to Australia 
in 1838. They landed in Hobart in 1838 and Gilbert 
immediately started collecting specimens in Van Diemen’s 
Land. In 1839 Gould sent him to the Swan River Colony 
where he got to work collecting, and also making extensive 
notes on the habits and native names of his collections.

Gilbert had arranged to meet Gould in Sydney, but he 
discovered that Gould had left three weeks earlier for 
England. With little money and having lost most of his 
possessions which Gould had promised to look after, 
Gilbert had no idea what to do. He had wanted to visit 
the northernmost part of Australia which was almost 
unexplored, and then discovered fortuitously that a 
relief ship was being sent to the military settlement at 
Port Essington on the Coburg Peninsula, north east of 
Darwin, which had been hard hit by a hurricane. Gilbert 
took passage with this expedition and did much valuable 
collecting there from July 1840 until March 1841. He 
returned to England in September 1841.

Gould was so pleased with the extensive collections that 
Gilbert gave him that he persuaded him to leave again 
for Australia four months later. Gilbert did not seem to 
need much persuading as he said he had been dreaming 
of kangaroos and native pheasants and had felt a great 
attachment to the country. Gilbert spent 17 months in 
Western Australia where he collected 432 specimens of 
birds, 318 specimens of mammals, many reptiles and a 
large number of plants. Many of these were new to science 
and were accompanied by extensive field-notes. Gilbert 
had travelled through very rough country and had taken 
considerable risks in dealing sympathetically with hostile 
Aboriginals. He had also visited the Houtman Abrolhos 
Islands.

Gilbert was so charmed with the delicate beauty of the 
specimens of the Paradise Parrot that he had collected and 
given to Gould that he begged Gould to name this species 
after him. Gould refused, saying he did not like naming 
species after people, and anyway, he had just recently 
named the Gilbert’s Whistler after him. Apparently Gould 
saw no contradiction in this explanation!

According to Robert Gosford of the University of Puget 
Sound, John Gilbert was the first Australian ethno-
ornithologist. One unappreciated aspect of Gilbert’s time 
in Australia is his work with Aboriginal people around 
Swan River and King George’s Sound in WA, and around 
the small military outpost of Port Essington in NT, as well 
as other locations elsewhere in Australia. He recorded the 
local Aboriginal names of many bird species, much of which 

was later published in Gould’s seven volume ‘The Birds of 
Australia’. To this day this work remains a valuable record 
of indigenous bird knowledge. 

In 1844 Gilbert, by chance, met up with the group being 
assembled by Ludwig Leichhardt in Darling Downs. 
Leichhardt was hoping to pioneer an overland route to Port 
Essington. Gilbert was able to join this expedition after 
providing his own equipment including two horses, though 
Leichhardt was somewhat reluctant to have him along. 
Gilbert was the only competent bushman in the group and 
was soon made second in command. He was also the only 
person in the party who never got lost. Along with others 
in the group he found Leichhardt a difficult person to get 
on with. In June 1845 there was an incident where they 
came upon a group of Aborigines diving for water lily seed 
vessels in a lagoon. The Aborigines ran off and Leichhardt’s 
party appropriated the harvest of collected seed vessels. 
Even today this action would have been viewed as a very 
grave offence according to Aboriginal custom. A few nights 
later the party was asleep when they were awoken by 
noises outside the tents. They came out and spears were 
thrown which injured some of Leichhardt’s group. As Gilbert 
came stooping out of his tent a stray spear hit him just 
above the collar bone, an injury which proved to be fatal. 
He was buried nearby and a tree was marked, but despite 
numerous searches the grave has never been found. In the 
1980s a combined expedition from James Cook University, 
the University of New England, Armidale and the Australian 
Army searched for the grave and marked what they believe 
is the probable location. It is thought to lie not far from the 
Mitchell River in Cape York, near the Dunbar homestead.

John Gilbert collected the first specimens known to science 
of at least 8% of all Australian bird and mammal species, 
making him the most important collector of birds and 
mammals in the history of Australia. His most important 
discovery was the discovery of the now extinct Paradise 
Parrot.  

There are memorials to John Gilbert in St. James Church, 
Sydney, and at Gilbert’s Lookout at Taroom, Queensland. 
Various geographical features have been named after 
him, including Gilbert River, Gilberton, Gilbert River 
Telegraph Station, Gilbert Range and Gilbert’s Dome, all in 
Queensland. A number of animals and plants are named 
after him, including Gilbert’s Potoroo, and a reptile, Gilbert’s 
Dragon. There is a plaque at the Drakes Brooke Dam (or 
Waroona Dam), commemorating the passage on November 
3, 1842, of John Gilbert and James Drummond who were 
on their way from Perth to Augusta. Near this spot they 
collected the first known specimen of the Noisy Scrub-bird. 

(See photo.)

Libby McGill
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MYALUP DUNES - FRESHWATER LENS
A big old male ‘roo, from a long succession of visiting ‘roos, 
may drink up to half of the bucket of water we leave out for 
him most nights. However, that ‘roo sometimes absents himself 
for two days or more. At and beyond Lake Preston a number of 
mostly concealed natural hollows retain rainwater for a while, 
but have remained dry for a long time. One such freshwater 
source and observation site abutting the lake I dubbed Square 
Tank. It is about thirty metres across and one metre deep. 
I assume that artifact was originally excavated by pioneer 
pastoralists long before the Yalgorup National Park came into 
being. This exceptional freshwater source has also been dry for 
a long time.

Land-locked Lake Preston, lacking any water inlet, survives on 
precipitation that supplies also Myalup’s dunes lens. However, the exposed lake water quite quickly evaporates during 
summer. Meanwhile, rainwater stored in Myalup dunes to the west of the saline lake continues to seep underground well 
into late summer, emerging and running down the lake’s foreshore to the waterline.

I found two mature ‘roos at the ‘Windmill S Bend’ foreshore observation site at the lake that still showed several 
streamlets of slow freshwater runoff. One of the ‘roos was digging a pit in the course of a runoff, while periodically taking 
a drink from the hole. Over time, I have observed waterfowl, Australian Raven and Silver Gull also bathing or drinking 
from runoffs to the lake.

Our habituated ‘roo reminded me of the high significance of the slow, dune lens seepage to the lake. It maintains 
lakeside vegetative forage for native animals, it sustains the supply of fresh drinking water for native mammals and birds 
in the dry season, and it replenishes the nutrients of microbial mats that harbour breeding larvae prey of wading birds.

Tony France

FOXES PREDATE FAIRY MARTINS
I would like to share some of my Fairy Martin observations 
from the Jerramungup district and surroundings. 

Three Fairy Martin colonies were monitored along the 
Borden - Bremer Bay Road, east of Boxwood Hill, from 
2010 to 2020. The three colonies are located in road 
culverts running under the road and each had about 30-40 
pairs – the western one near Paperbark Road had 40-50 
pairs each year, one west of Millers Point Road supported 
30-40 pairs, and the eastern one, which is about half-
way between Gairdner South Road and Reef Beach Road, 
supported 20-30 pairs each year. The total population 
would have fluctuated between 90 and 120 pairs. There 
was some water seepage and shallow surface water on the 
paddocks near the culverts. 

Fairy Martins arrived back at the colonies around the 
second week in November and left towards the end of 
February. Their departure was staggered in that they did 
not leave all at the same time. There was a noticeable 
movement pattern.

The same colonies were in use each year though the 
number of active nests varied. Fairy Martins were noted to 
occupy old nests from previous years and just refurbished 
them with fresh lining. Multiple broods were raised during 
the season.

There were some Welcome Swallows nesting among the 
Fairy Martins and a Striated Pardalote was observed using 
one of the Fairy Martin nests for its own use. Elsewhere, in 
breakaway country out of Payne’s Find, I once observed a 
Chestnut-rumped Thornbill using a Fairy Martin nest.  

Some of the culverts under the Borden - Bremer Bay Road 
accumulate sand and mud at the base from soil deposits 
left by flash flooding, raising the floor level. Red Foxes 
were quick to discover that this allowed them access to 
the eggs and young in the Fairy Martin nests by standing 
on their hind legs. Many fox prints were seen on the sand 
and mud below the nests. Fox predation of the Fairy Martin 

nests was quite high. Welcome Swallow nests were also 
predated.

It seems Fairy Martins only started to nest in these 
culverts when they were changed from round pipes to 
square-shaped culverts.

In other places, I have recorded Fairy Martins breeding at 
Ongerup on granite outcrops though they have not bred 
there since well before 2007. Fairy Martins were also found 
to breed in culverts along the Katanning- Nyabing Road 
near Lake Ewlyamartup, and in October 2019 a colony 
containing around 50 Fairy Martin nests and four Welcome 
Swallow nests was found at this location.

Steve Elson 

Fairy Martin nests in a culvert under the Borden – Bremer Bay 
Road, in late February 2018, photo by Steve Elson

Gulls drinking from lake runoff, photo by Tony France  
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A DAY AT THE BREMER TRENCH
On 22 February this year I enjoyed ticking off a high-
priority item on my ‘bucket list’. A visit to Bremer Bay for 
the first time in a long time afforded an opportunity to 
take a charter boat cruise to the Bremer Marine Park with 
the very exciting promise of seeing both Orcas and pelagic 
birds; both of which I had not had a chance to observe 
before, having spent much of my birding life observing 
shorebirds and inland species.

The Bremer Marine Park is relatively new, having been 
originally gazetted in 2013 after significant discoveries 
were made regarding Orca visits and the significant 
populations of other marine life. It lies off the south coast 
of Australia and draws considerable wildlife. Notably, it 
attracts marine mammals each summer as a result of 
the concentration of food sources hunted by these apex 
predators. The Trench itself reaches depths of around 5000 
metres and is recognised internationally as a biodiversity 
hotspot.

Leaving for the day’s outing at about 8.30am on the 
Naturaliste Charter Vessel ‘Alison Maree’ with family 
members Deb, Di and Gary in tow, we headed south east 
from Bremer Bay for about 50 km before sighting our first 
Orca. The weather was overcast and warm but threatening 
rain while the wind, though constant, was relatively light. 
Living up to its reputation, the Southern Ocean bounced 
us about as—what appeared to a landlubber like me—a 
big swell made standing and moving about a constant 
challenge. Heading out, I was assured by the vessel’s 
marine biologist that the swell was relatively small and that 
it was to be a comfortable day for our expedition. I just had 
to gain my sea legs.

We were shadowed for some distance off shore by Pacific 
Gulls, various terns and Australian Pied Oystercatchers, 
having left the ubiquitous Silver Gulls behind very early in 
our journey. Our flying escort abandoned us as we headed 
out of the relative shelter of the bay toward the open ocean 
and into pelagic territory. 

Our sighting of pelagic bird life came much sooner than our 
first Orca. Indeed, before we arrived in the vicinity of the 

population of Orcas, we were able to observe Flesh-footed 
Shearwaters and a Indian Yellow-nosed Albatross which 
appeared to be curious of us. They displayed some interest 
in our vessel and accompanied us until we saw our first 
Orca. We quickly realised that what we thought was one 
orca was actually a pod. We then observed a second pod 

and spent the remainder of our time viewing both groups 
according to their accessibility, the skipper working hard to 
position the vessel for our viewing advantage. 

The pods included young Orcas with their characteristic 
orange markings and we were treated to day of watching 
them feeding casually (our skipper thought they were 
diving to hunt squid) before, later in the day, their curiosity 
got the better of them and they came to visit, playing 
around our vessel and giving us many opportunities for 
close photography.

Of a higher personal priority, the bird life was constantly 
in attendance. We were treated with the company of 
Flesh-footed Shearwaters maintaining their customary 
low altitude as their wings clipped the tops of wavelets, 
creating a wake behind them. Some shearwaters seemed 
to be waiting for morsels left behind by the Orca’s feeding 
and sat in the ocean taking in all around them.

Indian Yellow-nosed Albatrosses were also content to sit 
on the ocean’s surface and watch both the vessel and 
the Orcas. They seemed calm and enjoying each other’s 
company more than a little. Coming close, they afforded 
time for photographers to line up shots though the swell 
was still wreaking havoc for those trying to keep a camera, 
or themselves, steady.

Shy Albatrosses were also in attendance and periodically 
landed near our position, swimming for a short while 
before taking to the wing once again. The cohort of Shy 
Albatrosses visiting us were made up of both adults and 
juvenile individuals, with juveniles appearing a little more 
comfortable around the vessel than their more experienced 
elders. Their sharp facial features seemed to stare we 
humans down as if to say this is our territory you in.

We were also joined by three Antipodean Albatrosses 
which were far more careful in their interactions with us. 
Generally, they maintained a relatively low altitude flying 
across the transom of the boat but at a considerable 
distance. One individual in particular retained contact with 
us for most of the time as we gently motored around the 
area trying to maintain contact with the orca pods in order 
to observe their behaviour. Eventually, this Antipodean 
Albatross swam very close to the vessel when the Orcas 
had receded, observing us and affording time for the many 
photographers to take many shots. It had especially pale 
pink on the back of its neck which was really only visible 
due to its proximity to the boat.

Overall, this was a great day for observing mammals and 

Antipodean [Gibson’s] Albatross, Bremer Trench, Southern 
Ocean, photo by David Gilchrist

Indian Yellow-nosed Albatross, Bremer Trench, Southern Ocean, 
photo by David Gilchrist
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birds in an environment that not many of us have the 
opportunity to enjoy. Barely a moment went by when 
there was not something to photograph or simply watch 
and the time flew. We arrived back at our Bremer Bay 
dock at about 5.30pm, exhausted and elated.

Professor David Gilchrist
david.gilchrist@uwa.edu.au

THE THRILL OF SEABIRDS
During my years as a long-distance bird tour operator, 
travelling the length and breadth of the continent meant 
I managed to identify and show birders most of the 
terrestrial bird species. Since then a few listers have asked 
me about the total number of Australian bird species I’ve 
seen – but keeping up a life list is not of any real interest 
to me.

Of course, as with most birders, the big gap is with 
seabirds, mainly due to the difficulty of organising or 
participating in trips offshore. I have organised seabird 
trips for groups in Australia and New Zealand, but once 
I moved to inland Margaret River I gave up on that idea. 
Except I kept looking for that ‘perfect charter boat’. So 
imagine my excitement when I discovered the boat of 
the required size right here in Augusta, where I now live 
overlooking the ocean, the ‘perfect place’ to observe 
seabirds, and begin monthly seabird charters out of the 
well situated Augusta Boat Harbour and Hamelin Bay 
(in summer). David Muller, owner/operator of Leeuwin 
Marine Charters vessel 'Diversion' (member of the Augusta 
Volunteer Marine Rescue) is knowledgeable about the 
ocean here and enthusiastic about this venture.  

My passion has always been seeing the sheer joy when 
a student or beginner sees the intricate details of a bird 
really well for the first time, and seabirds provide a whole 
new dimension to that experience. They are powerful 
creatures that evoke a sort of mystery, because of how 
and where they live, roaming the ocean and appearing 
as they do, as if from nowhere. It is difficult to describe 
the feeling of being close to an albatross, so close you 
can almost touch it, and shearwaters may be abundant, 
but are like small fighter jets, darting so close to the boat 
canopy you can imagine plucking them out of the air as 

they fly by. The thrill of being on board a comfortable boat, 
combined with the anticipation of what bird may come 
into view as well as watching the mainland and especially 

the lighthouse shrink into the distance is rather incredible. 
Occasional dolphin, whale, fur seal and shark sightings add 
to the thrill.

The first question people ask is – “Do you go out to the 
continental shelf?” as if it is a requisite of any trip out. 
I guess this question comes about because of news 
of spectacular sightings of rare species on well-known 
charters out of ports around Australia. Well it isn’t as 
simple as that in Augusta, as we are a long way from the 
shelf, which comes about in a gradual sloping effect and 
may well take many hours to approach. The Margaret 
River Basin extends well out to the west too. The charters 
I organise are to record the birds each month and build 
up a trend/picture of what species may regularly inhabit 
local waters. Each month we find out a little bit more 
about lots of things including the weather, the islands, 
the open ocean further to the south west and west, 
currents, depths and upwellings etc. But the trips are also 
to introduce novices to the excitement of the ocean and 
seabirds, as not many birders go to sea. This may be due 
to the fear of seasickness, but we are finding that birders 
and photographers generally don’t succumb as they are 
actively moving about the open deck and looking outwards 
to find birds.

Of course, the most exciting part is the birds themselves. 
To continue the monthly survey during lockdown in April, 
I chartered the boat without a group, on the calmest 
day, with a bonus of two skuas (and catching a large 

Dhufish – sorry!). I try to have a few experienced bird 
photographers on board on most trips and sift through 
hundreds of photographs afterwards. Here again is 
another enjoyable facet, as following the trip there 
is the usual chat about the many photographs and 
identification, which can sometimes prove quite tricky. 
On the April trip a skua flew by quickly and disappeared 
without identification or photos. I called it a possible 
South Polar Skua, but a second bird (or may have been 
the same bird return) was later positively identified as 
a South Polar Skua, by those far more experienced. I 
acknowledge John Graff, Vincent Mourik and David Mills 
for their amazing knowledge and skills on seabird and 
pelagic species identification.

Table 1 (next page) refers to the numbers of each 
species seen on each trip and variety of trips so far. The 
details are constantly being refined as we become more 
skilled at counting, recording and identification. We are 
keen to form a local seabird group as Cape Leeuwin 
is one of the wildest places in the south west. In the 

meantime, if you see a seabird/pelagic charter is planned 
anywhere, forget the seasick pills, and go for it, as you will 
not be disappointed.

Christine Wilder

Shy Albatross, Bremer Trench, Southern Ocean, photo by David 
Gilchrist

South Polar Skua, photo Brad Keyser
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Table 1 – Seabird Observation List from Augusta and Hamelin Bay Area

ABH – Augusta Boat Harbour and return, ABHO – Augusta Boat Harbour and return Other Trips, AH – Augusta Boat 
Harbour to Hamelin Bay, H – Hamelin Island/west of Hamelin

A=Adult, F=First Year Bird, FL=Flying, FJ=Fresh Juvenile, HI=Hamelin Island, I=Immature, J=Juvenile, N=Numerous, NE=on nest, R=on rocks, 
SA=Sub-Adult

ABH ABH ABH ABHO ABH H H AH ABH ABH ABH

Bird species 16-Jun 10-Aug 7-Sep 29-Sep 6-Oct 9-Nov 8-Dec 18-Jan 15-Feb 14-Mar 18-Apr

Wilson’s Storm-
Petrel

1 - - - - - - - - - 12

Indian Yellow-nosed 
Albatross

- 14(AIJ) 4(AI1J) 1(J) 2(J,SA) 7 1(A) - 3 1 6

Black-browed 
Albatross

1(I) 3 - - 5(I+SA) - - - - 4(2A,2I) 1(A)

Shy Albatross - 4(A+I) 1(F) 2(F,J) 1 15(I) 4(I) 1 - - -

Wedge-tailed 
Shearwater

- - - 2 2 - - - - - -

Flesh-footed 
Shearwater

- - ~25 1 35 12 15 15 24** 25 40

Hutton’s Shearwater - ~20 - - - - - - - 1 -

White-faced Heron - - - - - - - - - 1(R) -

Australasian Gannet 25 5(4A,1J) 2 4 1 4 8(1A,7I) - 1 9(6A,3J) 12(6A,6J)

Pied Cormorant 10 2 3(R) 19 12 18 16 14 8 2 3(R)

Australian Pied 
Oystercatcher

- - - - - - - - - 4*** -

Sooty Oystercatcher 3 - 1(R) 1 2 - 2(1A,1J) - 4(R) 3 6(R)

Ruddy Turnstone 10 - 6(R) - 10 - - - - 5(R) 8(R)

Sanderling - - - - - - - - - 17 13

Silver Gull N 7 11 - 3 7 4 20 7 9 11(3***)

Pacific Gull 12 1 3 3(1A2J) 4 8 7 5 9(7A2J) 4(3A1J) 7(A)+4***

Bridled Tern - - - - - ~40 8 40+ ≥200* ≥200 16

Crested Tern 6 4 14(R)+2 74(R) 119(R) 5(R) 1 5 42(R) 41(R) 157(R)

South Polar Skua - - - - - - - - - - 1(SA)

Brown Skua - 3 - 1 1 1 - - - - -

Osprey - 4(FL) - - - 2(NE) 2(NE) - - - -

White-bellied Sea-
Eagle

1(R) - - - - - - - - - 1***

Unidentified skua - - - - - - - - - - 1

Unidentified 
shorebird  
(possible Sooty 
Oystercatcher)

- - - - - 1(R) - - - - -

Willie Wagtail - - - - - - 2(HI) - - - -

Welcome Swallow - - - - - 3(HI) 3(HI) - - - -

*as well as occasional unidentified terns, probably the same species, seen entire trip 
**round boat, plus many more unidentified shearwaters further to the horizon entire trip 
***flying over Augusta Boat Harbour"

New WA members
Birdlife WA New Members 3 February to 29 April 2020

Lameh Bahremand
Verity Byth
Robyn Devenish
Fiona Dunkley
Janice Frater
Chris Gordon
Alice Jordan

Andrew Lynch
Morgan Lythe
Paul MacPhail
Elizabeth McKenzie
Simon Merewether
Peter Morant
Yvonne Morant

Sally Nicholas
Manaia Pearmain
Laura Perey
Michelle Ridsdale
Richard Routh
Sherie Sampson
Sean Scallan

Julie Simpson
Darryl Stevens
Cherie Tay
Sara Thurley
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THE IMPORTANCE TO BIRDS OF NATIVE 
GARDENS
In October 1985 we sold up our half acre bush block 
in Roleystone and moved to a recently purchased ten 
acre property in Toodyay. The ten acres was cleared 
farmland, with only a few taller gum trees dotted 
around the property. Both Elaine and I love the natural 
world, especially native plants and birds, and on arrival 
commenced to plant a lot of native plants to attract insects, 
birds, and other native wildlife. In 1985 we had a small 
number of farmland birds which bred on the block and 
included Australasian Pipit, Nankeen Kestrel, and at the 
right time of the year Rufous Songlark.

Across the road was the Avon River, and a long river 
bushland reserve that attracted numerous birds which we 
would have liked to see on our block. The Splendid Fairy-
wren is such a beautiful bird and one of the first objectives 
was to attract this species. A 100 metre hedge of French 
lavender was planted on one side of the driveway, and over 
the years this has grown into a beautiful place where the 
wrens breed in the knowledge, due to the coarseness of the 
plants, it was a very safe haven from predators. There are 
now a few families of wrens scattered about the property.

The Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo visit from time to time so we 
planted out a number of hakeas as the birds like the seed 
capsules from them. A couple of years ago we had eight 
Purple-crowned Lorikeets stay for two weeks in a flowering 
Torquata tree.

Over the years many native plants have been cultivated, 
such as eremophila, calothamnos, templetonia, and 
many others. All these plants attract birds and insects. 
When flowering it is interesting to observe which birds 
try to dominate others for the plants. In the early days 
honeyeaters passed through from time to time, however 
once you produce the essentials which they require, food, 
water, and shelter, it doesn’t take long for them to put 
down their roots and set up their own territories. When 
food and water become scarce in the bush reserves a 
profusion of birds are attracted to homestead native 
gardens. Just last week we had a total of seven different 
honeyeater species in the garden, as we try to have 
something flowering throughout the year.

After a failed attempt at growing grapes on three acres 
we removed them and planted the native Jam tree and 
Sandlewood, which has attracted robins, whistlers, and 
many other species. This area is a good nesting site for 
these species. 

Like most people on a few acres we put in a large orchard 
covering about a third of an acre, and didn’t the parrots 
love it. We had to get it enclosed as we couldn’t get 
anything for ourselves. Fortunately the smaller passerines 
can work their way through and thoroughly enjoy being 
predator free; some even nest in the there. We do however 
look after the parrots as well as they have access to nut 
trees, fig trees, and mulberries when they are in season. 

In the 34 years we have been here we have sighted 84 
species in this hot dry climate, and on a good day whilst 
sitting on the back patio you can usually sight about 
20 species. There is nothing more enjoyable than just 
sitting back watching our feathered friends go about their 
business.

The beauty of a native garden is they can be as big or small 
as you can accommodate. You will find that your efforts will 
not be wasted.

Elaine Hall and Max Howard

AUSTRALIAN RINGNECK 
I attach three of my photos taken today, while in 'self 
isolation' (perhaps a useful diversion for those birders 
similarly stuck at home). When the berries on our miniature 
hawthorn bush are ripe, I can expect some Australian 
Ringnecks to arrive. I saw through our fixed lounge window 
three birds moving around the bush. They deftly extracted 
the seeds, letting the mashed pulp of the ripe berries drop 
to the ground. I was very close to the window, but the birds 
fed on, undisturbed.

Australian Ringnecks I find have an extensive diet range. 
They tuck into mincemeat we have left out for our regularly 
visiting Australian Magpie flock, and seem also to like 
cheese, plus of course, mixed big parrot seed.

Tony France

Australian Ringneck, photo by Tony France

NANKEEN NIGHT-HERON AT THE 
SPECTACLES IN 1991
I conducted a survey at the Spectacles on 23 September 
1991. At the time there was a large Nankeen Night-Heron 
breeding colony there. Australasian Darter and Australian 
White Ibis were also confirmed breeding there in 1991.

In comparison with the cormorant colonies which were 
compact, the Nankeen Night-Heron nested more loosely 
and over a wider area. All the Nankeen Night-Heron nests 
were located 3 - 6 metres above the water level in paper-
bark trees standing in water with depth measured as 1.3 
meters. The maximum number of nests found in one tree 
was three though they seemed to prefer to nest alone.

The size of the colony was estimated to be 50 - 70 breeding 
pairs. The majority of the nests at the time contained 
two to three chicks that were about a week old. A further 
survey conducted in 1993 had Nankeen Night-Heron still 
breeding at the Spectacles as well as Little Pied Cormorant, 
Great Egret, Australian White Ibis and Straw-necked Ibis.

Steve Elson

DISCOVERING YELLAGONGA REGIONAL 
PARK
We have been residents of Greenwood since 1973 when 
there were few homes and kangaroos were bounding 
about. For 33 of those 47 years we had never spent any 
time or knew the existence of Yellagonga Regional Park. 
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The park is situated only 600 metres from our home! 
Yellagonga is named after the leader of the Mooro tribe 
who used to inhabit this region.

The park runs from Hepburn Avenue in the south to 
Burns Beach Road in the north and straddles the cities of 
Wanneroo and Joondalup.

I retired in 2005 and we walked around Lake Goollelal 
for the very first time on my first morning in retirement. 
I then commenced riding around the lake on a regular 
basis due to a childhood interest in nature and birdlife in 
particular.

I explored further and discovered 1400 hectares of parks 
and wetlands. The more I looked the more I discovered 
that an amazing range of biodiversity abounded. Every 
day I would discover something new and I started to 
record it using my little compact digital camera. I have 
now upgraded to several cameras and software to facilitate 
the compilation of a DVD, "Yellagonga - Discover the 
Diversity” which won the City of Wanneroo 'Award for 
Environmental Excellence – Community Achievement'. This 
DVD has been continually upgraded. I have also completed 
"South West birds - Aboriginal names" (helped 
by Ian Abbott) containing 127 species and "Raptors 
& Owls"(collaborating with my brother Chris) with 20 
species, along with several scenic Western Australian 
DVDs. I have these available for a small fee.

Summer is usually fantastic for birds, particularly the 
waders. As the lake levels begin to drop the waders start 
to appear. This year the lake stayed full, the fullest I have 
seen in 15 years, but consequently not many waders 
arrived.

In one day's ride at Picnic Cove in Edgewater, there was a 
multitude of swans preening and swimming past a large 
squadron of pelicans, a huge cover of Eurasian Coots and a 
wide diversity of ducks. Egrets, spoonbills, Pink-eared and 
Freckled Ducks were feeding on Lake Joondalup north and 
south of Ocean Reef Road. Splendid and Variegated Fairy-
wrens were fluttering about. I photographed a beautiful 
tan Dugite, orange-striped Tiger Snake and a Square-tailed 
Kite. At Studmaster Park in Wanneroo I watched a nesting 
Australasian Grebe cover her eggs with weed when leaving 
the nest, Eurasian Coot, Dusky Moorhen, Australian Reed-
Warbler and Tawny Frogmouth all nesting. Whilst I was 
watching a Willy Wagtail it fell off its perch dead into the 
water to be consumed by an Oblong (Long-necked) Turtle! 

When Banksia prionotes flower in February seven species 
of honeyeaters may be observed feasting on the nectar 
whilst Red-capped Parrots harvest the banksia seeds. My 
favourite prionotes location is midway between Picnic Cove 
at Edgewater and Neil Hawkins Park at Joondalup.

Some unusual sightings have been a Hudsonian Godwit 
(thanks to Wayne Merritt at Picnic Cove), Royal Spoonbill 
(used to appear annually on Lake Joondalup south), 
Eurasian Hobby (12/1/2018 Wanneroo side) and the 
now frequent Oriental Honey-buzzard. My first honey-
buzzard was above Lake Joondalup, from Ocean Reef Rd in 
February 2010, which I had wrongly identified as a Square-
tailed Kite, being unaware of the Honey-buzzard visiting 
W.A. This season I was able to photograph four separate 
males, confirmed by Dan Mantle and Plaxy Barratt. My 
library now has 982 images of Oriental Honey-buzzards!

My favourite buzzard location is 'Raptor Ridge' which I 
named, last year, due to the 14 raptor species that I have 
observed at this location in Yellagonga Regional Park, 
Joondalup. These species are Oriental Honey-buzzard, 

White-bellied Sea-Eagle, Wedge-tailed Eagle, Osprey, 
Little Eagle, resident Whistling Kite, Black-shouldered 
Kite, Square- tailed Kite, Swamp Harrier, Brown Goshawk, 
Collared Sparrowhawk, Peregrine Falcon, Nankeen Kestrel 
and Australian Hobby. The Department of Biodiversity, 
Conservation and Attractions (DBCA) were kind enough 
to relocate a bench seat to this location for us 'birders'! I 
have since been lobbying to get a roof placed over the seat 
or something akin to a bus shelter to provide some sun 
protection. Birders from every state in Australia along with 
many international birders now visit our Raptor Ridge.

My Yellagonga birds photo library (at time of writing) has 
35,500 images of 123 species, but many other species, 
mostly waders I have not been able to photograph - YET! 
May have to get a BIGGER lens, although birds are just 
one of my many interests!

When the first rains arrive this heralds the emergence of a 
huge range of fungi, beautiful photographic models that do 
NOT move! Baby turtles emerge and scurry into the lake. 
Fungi are quickly followed by the stunning and extremely 
diverse range of wildflowers, all fantastic to observe and 
photograph. A photo of a pair of Spider Orchid taken in 
Yellagonga at Edgewater won the annual Kings Park photo 
competition in 2018.

Amazing sights in any part of the world, but this is in our 
backyard!!!

The Friends of Yellagonga (http://www.friendsofyellagonga.
com.au) have a nursery where volunteers can be found 
propagating endemic species to assist in rehabilitating the 
flora of the park. 

Throughout the whole year this ‘Chain of Diamonds’ 
has something to offer everyone. Bird watching, fungi 
spotting, wildflower and insect observation, picnics, BBQs, 
playgrounds cycling or jogging can all be enjoyed in 
Yellagonga Regional Park. Boating can NOT!

Sure beats working!!!
Gary Tate

WAVE THE WADERS GOODBYE - BROOME 
MARCH 2020
Overhead the late afternoon sun catches the brilliant white 
of Greater Sand Plovers in breeding plumage as a flock of 
97 birds in a classic V formation speed on their epic annual 
journey to the breeding grounds of the Gobi Desert in 
Mongolia and north east China. This is heart stopping when 
you realize that these birds you have just watched getting 
themselves organised below you on the Roebuck Bay mud 
flats are off on a 25 000 km round trip. To think that I 
complain about the 2000 km drive to Broome.

The Broome Bird Observatory (BB0) course ’Wave the 
Waders Goodbye‘ in March this year was a good anti-
dote to the Corona madness that had just hit Australia 
but fortunately not yet Broome. The tens of thousands of 
migratory birds in Roebuck Bay were definitely not going 
into voluntary isolation, were not even being confined to 
the state’s or the nation’s shores and were on their way. 

What a sight this is, sitting on the bay shoreline between 
1600 and 1800 hours, ‘scopes and binoculars trained 
on the migratory waders before us as they fed and 
foraged voraciously. Suddenly a cry goes up from one of 
the wardens, “Greater Sand Plovers have a line, Great 
Knots have a line, Eastern Curlews have a line. Where, 
how many, what are they doing?” All counters focusing, 
concentrating, watching, counting. This was a totally new 
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experience for me but obviously not for the birds or the 
wardens. Then “they’re up, watch them, don’t lose them”. 
“They’re down again, no they are going up again, against 
the mangroves, below the black cloud, coming this way. 
Don’t lose them, they have a V formation, how many, 
they’re overhead, don’t lose them, how many?” 

And so this exciting two hours continued for each evening 
of the five day course. The birds stream over our heads, 
calling as they settle into a northward course to another 
country, another feeding ground, en route to their breeding 
grounds.

This course has been run by the wardens of BBO, currently 
Nyil Khwaja and Jane Taylor assisted by Lachy Wild and 
Mattea Taylor, for many years and is complemented by 
a spring course. The value of Roebuck Bay is seen in the 
presence of an estimated 100 000 birds in the austral 
summer. The mudflats have a greater invertebrate species 
richness and abundance than anywhere else in the world. 
Roebuck Bay faces south, the birds migrate north so they 
fly straight off the mudflats over the BBO. The bay is a 
RAMSAR site and also supports two globally threatened 
species, Eastern Curlew and Great Knot.

During the day we had field sessions in the bay and the 
wetlands of Roebuck Plains. Presentations each afternoon 
ensured that we didn’t slope off for a nap at this hot time 
of the year. These talks were worth staying awake for, 
especially in an air conditioned room. Lachy explained the 
importance of the wader watch which records the species, 
flock size, time of departure and environmental factors 
such as wind strength and direction. He also talked about 
the increase in the Ghrelin hormone, manifesting in wader 
restlessness immediately prior to migration. They stop 
feeding, line up, face the same way and have the fidgets, 
just like a five year old boy.

Jane talked about the ID of tricky birds, as if we didn’t 
know some were tricky as we had tried in the morning 
to distinguish Bar-tailed from Black-tailed Godwits and 
Asian Dowitcher. And these were the big birds! In the next 
session the importance of recording what we see when bird 
watching was demonstrated by Mattea who detailed her 
recent experiences. Forever a surprise to me is that this 
critical citizen science data input isn’t always followed by 
people concerned about native bird conservation. 

By day three we were feeling pretty confident about 
identifying waders so it was time for the real stuff – 
shorebird ecology, how they feed, breed and migrate. This 
is an area where there are many unanswered questions 
about the amazing life cycle of this suite of birds.

The guest ornithologist for day four was Chris Hassell from 
the Global Flyway Network, our first contact in four days 
with the outside world. Chris arrived shouting “Don’t touch 
me, don’t give me a kiss”, then elaborated on what had 
been happening in the outside world. This is the first time 
in 17 years that Chris was unable to follow the birds we 
have seen migrating to their Yellow Sea staging site. We all 
realised how fortunate we were to attend this course with 
Corona madness outside. 

Chris gave a very informative presentation on the 
problems of the East Asian Australasian Flyway (EAAF), 
but on the positive side the collaboration with the Chinese 
government in particular. He elaborated on the continuing 
development in the Yellow Sea and on the rich source 
of invertebrates in the mudflats there. His detailed work 
is with Red Knot in the Bohai Bay area. International 
scientists and students gather here to assist with the 
work so it is indeed conservation that crosses national 

boundaries.

Each day ended with the BBO traditional ‘bird call’. Our 
record for this course was 124 species with the highlights 
being Yellow Chat and Asian Dowitcher seen by all. 
However, I thought the Brown Goshawks that were 
constantly in the shadehouse area were pretty cool. 

These courses, offered twice a year, include return 
transfers from Broome to the BBO, comfortable, air 
conditioned accommodation and all meals. The bonus is 
talking bird talk all day. Where else could we see so many 
waders so easily and wonder yet again about their amazing 
life cycle?

Suzanne Mather

SHOREBIRDS AT TWO ROCKS, WESTERN 
AUSTRALIA
Shorebird numbers were monitored on the beach south of 
the Two Rocks Marina which is located about 60 km north 
of the Perth CBD. Shorebird habitats available at the Two 
Rocks Marina include rocky breakwaters, seaweed banks, 
exposed reef around the limestone stack and the beach. 
The two limestone stacks (Two Rocks) on the shoreline are 
located next to the southern harbour groyne and further 
down the beach at Wreck Point. The beach is quite wide 
where the second limestone stack is found. Large volumes 
of seagrass accumulate in the corner where the first 
limestone rock meets the southern harbour groyne. The 
marina breakwaters consist of large limestone boulders 
that are weathered along the water’s edge. At low tides, 
pools of seawater are left behind in the beach wrack beds 
and around the first stack and these are favoured by 
shorebirds.

The accretion of seaweed follows an annual cycle. During 
the winter months, June, July and August, the beach 
erodes down to a narrow strip. There was no beach wrack 
on the beaches over the winter months, but a very gradual 
build up of seaweed on the beach over spring. Sparse 
patches of weed were noticed in early September and good 
sized weed banks built up over the following months. Large 
decaying seaweed banks were available during the peak 
period of northward shorebird migration. 

Results
The beach at Two Rocks was monitored on a monthly basis 
from January 2018 to April 2020, except for February and 
September 2018. Monitoring covered the beach between 
the two limestone stacks and included the harbour 
breakwaters. The aim was to obtain baseline shorebird 
data for this site, as a major re-development is planned 
for the Two Rocks Marina which will impact on the existing 
shorebird habitat (Department of Transport 2019). The 
months different shorebirds were present at Two Rocks and 
the maximum number sighted for each shorebird species 
are shown in Table 1. 

Trans-equatorial migratory shorebirds
Whimbrel was seen around the base of the first limestone 
stack and adjacent rock pools. On one occasion a Whimbrel 
was seen pushing its beak up to the base in the thick beds 
of seaweed searching for food. 

Considering the amounts of seaweed on the beach the 
expectation was that larger numbers of Ruddy Turnstones 
would have been present than the maximum count of four.

The sheer numbers of Sanderlings passing through Two 
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Rocks (maximum count of 160) make this an important 
site for this species.

The Common Sandpiper was seen along the rocky edges of 
the groyne, around the limestone stacks and on the banks 
of seaweed. There is an older record of five Common 
Sandpipers seen on 20 January 2016 by Jennie Stock. 

There were a few sightings of Grey-tailed Tattler on the 
limestone rocks of the main groyne on the inside of the 
marina. Some maintained a presence throughout the 
summer months.

Australian breeding shorebirds
Sooty Oystercatcher was generally seen in the winter 
months. Two Rocks has many rocky areas and could be 
considered a favourable habitat. 

Pied Stilts were sighted on the edge of a tidal pool within 
the reef just south of the northern rock.

The broad beach area at Wreck Point seemed to be the 
preferred location for Red-capped Plover.

Discussion
During the surveys eleven trans-equatorial migratory 
shorebird species were seen and four shorebird species. 
The most prevalent migratory shorebirds were Sanderling, 
Common Sandpiper and Grey-tailed Tattler, while Greater 
Sand Plover, Eastern Curlew and Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 
were possibly transient visitors. 

Records from preceding years show that Sanderling 
numbers build up over summer, often exceeding one 
hundred: 4 February 2013 (115) and 4 January 2016 
(100) (L. Boyle pers. comm.); 1 March 2017 (111) (I. 
Pibworth pers. comm.); 27 February 2018 (160) (L. 
Boyle pers. comm.); 28 February 2019 (93) (R. Turnbull, 
e-Bird) and 12 April 2020 (100+) (M. Greenwell pers. 
comm.). Interestingly, there was an unusual sighting of a 
Sanderling in part breeding plumage made on 4 February 
2013 (L. Boyle, pers. comm.). 

Red-capped Plover was the most common of the 

shorebirds. A sighting of a Hooded Plover was made on 20 
January 2016 by Jennie Stock and another by Ian Pibworth 
on 22 January 2017 (WABN 162, 8). The Australian Pied 
Oystercatcher was only sighted a few times. 

Silver Gulls bred in 2019 on the limestone stack, nearest 
to the marina. On 17 November 2019, two large Silver Gull 
chicks, still downy though partly feathered, were sighted. 

The area around Two Rocks is undergoing rapid 
urbanisation and population pressures are evident at the 
beaches around Two Rocks Marina. The beach south of 
the marina is a designated dog beach and subject to high 
levels of disturbance. 

The Two Rocks Marina is earmarked for substantial 
redevelopment which will extend outside the existing 
marina boundaries. The new marina’s design is intended 
to reduce erosion and seagrass build up (Department 
of Transport 2019). However, elimination of seagrass 
accumulations will significantly reduce the importance 
of the site to shorebirds and in particular will impact on 
migrating Sanderling.
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Keeping the wonder of National Parks alive, no matter where you are 

Create Range Parks is looking for help to create a calendar full of your memories and photos of national 
parks across WA, to send to important decision makers.

Do you have a photo, a special memory or experience you’ve had in a WA national park? Maybe sitting 
by a campfire, looking at the wildflowers in bloom or birding? 

Send your photos and memories of 50 words or less to createrangerparks@outbackwa.org.au to help 
protect our remarkable state.  Be sure to mention which national park you were in. 

 For more information, contact Linda Goncalves
CreateRangerParks.org.au
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LITTLE BITTERN, HISTORICAL RECORDS FROM 1986
Back in 1986 I used to spend a lot of time conducting research in Perth’s wetlands. One wetland that I used to visit was 
South Lake, which back then was on a private property with horses. This was a swampy district.

On 10 January 1986 I ran transects across the wetland and did a census of Little Bitterns which were known to breed 
there.  There were four large clusters of rushes and reeds in the lake. The water depth in the open water areas varied 
from 90 to 180 cm. Water depth around the clusters of rushes was 60-90 cm.

In total nine Little Bittern nests were located and of these, there was a cluster of four nests, two clusters of two nests 
and one located by itself. The distance between active nest varied from six to 40 metres. All nests contained eggs which 
would indicate they had been laid around the same time. An old nest was located in the near vicinity of each active nest 
suggesting the Little Bitterns had built a new nest close to the previous year’s one and were loyal to their breeding sites. 
All nests were found in the densest parts of the rushes and all nests were made of dry rushes and seed heads. The most 
frequent clutch size was three (See Table 1). One Little Bittern nest was built above a Musk Duck nest and another next 
to an Australian Reed Warbler nest.

Steve Elson
 Table 1.  Little Bittern nesting details at South Lake, 1986

Date Location Clutch Nest location

10.1.1986 South Lake 3 eggs 75 cm above the water among water rushes

10.1.1986 South Lake 3 eggs 15 cm above water level among dead rushes

10.1.1986 South Lake 2 eggs 15 cm above water level among dead rushes

10.1.1986 South Lake 2 eggs nest 60 cm above the water, constructed of 
rushes

10.1.1986 South Lake 2 eggs nest 30 cm above water level

10.1.1986 South Lake 4 eggs

10.1.1986 South Lake 3 eggs nest made of dry rushes 30 cm above water

10.1.1986 South Lake 2 eggs 75 cm above the water among water rushes

10.1.1986 South Lake 3 eggs 75 cm above the water among water rushes

10.1.1986 South Lake 3 eggs 75 cm above the water among water rushes

DAYTIME NOT NIGHT-TIME FORAGING BY AUSTRALASIAN BITTERNS
Camera ‘traps’ are increasingly being used as a cost-
effective method of surveying and monitoring for 
threatened species, often revealing ecological and 
behavioural information that would be more difficult or 
time-consuming to obtain from traditional survey methods. 
For the rare and cryptic Australasian Bittern Botaurus 
poiciloptilus there are significant gaps in knowledge of 
its biology and ecology, including details of how it uses 
wetland habitats in Western Australia. Following the 
flushing of an Australasian Bittern at a wetland near 
Albany, an intensive campaign of camera trapping was 
undertaken to obtain information about how bitterns 
were using the wetland and potential threats to foraging 
bitterns, including terrestrial predator activity. Thirty-
four cameras were deployed between October 2017 and 
January 2018, capturing 68 photographs of Australasian 
Bitterns in 20 time-sequences or ‘events’.

Most of the ‘events’ (15 of 20) were between 12th October 
and 13th November 2017. What surprised us was that all 
captured events (see Figure 1) were between sunrise and 
sunset (the precise times of which were calculated using 
USNO 2019), except one event that began just one minute 
before sunrise. Furthermore, all of the captured events 
were during daylight hours of morning and early afternoon 
(the earliest was 5:08am, the latest 3:35pm and none 
were during late afternoon, evening or night.

All photographs in which Australasian Bitterns appeared 
were of active birds, either walking or perhaps occasionally 
(it was not possible to be certain from the photographs) 
running (Figure 2). None of the birds were stationary, 

except (in a few photographs) momentarily. We have 
concluded from the birds’ photographed activities and 
postures that most were foraging; indeed, one bird 
was photographed with a frog in its bill. None of the 
photographs were of birds preening, resting, nesting, 
landing or taking off, or moving in response to visible 
threats or disturbances. Three of the 20 events clearly 

Figure 1. Number of photographic ‘events’ (each event 
being a separate series of continuous photographs of one or 
more birds) captured by camera per one hour block, where 
0–1 is midnight to 1am, and so on.
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show two bitterns foraging only 2–3 m apart. In each 
of these events the two birds are moving in the same 
direction and actively searching for food. One of the events 
contains photographs of one bittern capturing a frog.

Proof that the remote sensor cameras were operational 
day and night, and therefore capable of photographing 
dusk or night-time activity by bitterns, was provided by 
numerous photographs of other fauna such as ducks, 
Purple Swamphen, Western Grey Kangaroos and one or 
two foxes (wading in water 6–8cm deep) between sunset 
and sunrise.

HANZAB (Marchant and Higgins, 1990) and other 
publications refer to Australasian Bittern foraging mostly 
at night. However, daytime foraging has been reported 
by several other publications, including Whiteside (1989), 
Menkhorst (2012) and Pickering (2013) elsewhere in the 
range (Australia and New Zealand), so in that respect our 
data are not particularly unusual. What is noteworthy, 
however, is that no movement of bitterns were recorded in 
this study during the hours of twilight and darkness. 

The photography has also revealed some patterns in the 
spatial use of Australasian Bitterns in this wetland. The 

water depth in which each bittern was photographed 
was calculated from the depth in which each camera 
was initially placed (11–25 cm) and subsequent changes 
in depth derived from a continuous water level logger. 
Distances between the dry edge and each camera location 

were calculated using the measured distances at camera 
installation and retrieval and the rate of wetland drying 
during the intervening period, based on the logger data. 
This latter information also revealed some patterns in the 
spatial distribution of bittern foraging. Of the 18 cameras 
deployed within 20 metres of the wetland’s edge, seven 
captured bitterns, in contrast with just one of the 16 
cameras deployed between 20 and 65 metres from the 
wetland edge. The calculated depth and proximity data 
show that the bitterns were regularly foraging 5–10 m 
from the dry edge and in depths of 8–15 cm. The only 
exception was a bittern moving over water 23 cm deep by 
walking on top of a mat of thick fine sedge that had bent 
under the bird’s weight and thereby formed a platform.
These data are in line with observations from a large 
number of cameras set by AC between spring 2012 and 
spring 2019 in other bittern wetlands across the south 
west of WA in various habitat types and depths that have 
(1) never captured a bittern in the hours of darkness 
and (2) predominantly captured bittern in the shallow 
margins of their wetlands. Similarly, the majority of 
bitterns observed during hundreds of wading surveys by 
AC have been found in shallow (5–20 cm) water on the 
outer margins of these wetlands, and not in deeper waters 
further from the edge.
The foraging behaviour of Australasian Bitterns at this 
wetland during 2017/18 and other data collected by AC, 
particularly their apparent preference for shallow water in 
low fine sedge on the periphery of fresh sedge–dominated 
wetlands, provide cause for concern about the vulnerability 
of the Australasian Bittern to predation by the introduced 
Red Fox Vulpes vulpes, which has also been captured on 
the same cameras and during the same wading surveys as 
those in which Australasian Bitterns have been recorded. 
In the present study, one of the cameras that recorded 
many photos of bitterns also recorded two events of a fox 
in 6 and 8 cm of water and 6 to 8 m from the dry edge. 
Both events were at night. Foxes have also been captured 
on remote sensor cameras installed by AC in daylight 
hours at other wetlands, hunting in shallow depths of up 
to 15 cm of water where bitterns have been foraging on a 
regular basis.
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OSPREY BREEDING RESULTS FOR 
PERTH AND SOME SURROUNDING 
AREAS, 2019

The Osprey population around Perth was surveyed during 
the 2019 breeding season. Monitoring commenced in 
May when Ospreys were first observed bringing nesting 
material to their sites and ceased early December. An 
overview of known sites is presented below. A total of 17 
sites were monitored around Perth, and a few observations 
were made elsewhere.

Canning Bridge, Mt Pleasant 
A pair of Osprey remained loyal to this site over the winter 
months and were seen feeding on fish at the nest and in a 
nearby tree. Nest building and renovations were observed 
in July and throughout the months of August, September 
and October there was either one or two Ospreys present 
on the nest. During this period it was not seen sitting 
in the nest, but always standing in or on the side of the 
nest. In October, an Australian Magpie was observed 
dive bombing an Osprey that was standing on the nest. 
In November the nest site seemed deserted. One bird 
that ventured near the nest was seen off by a couple of 
magpies. The nest site was vacant in December.

Point Walter, Bicton
This site was monitored from May to November 2019, 
appeared abandoned and no activity was observed. 
Remnants of the old nest have largely disappeared. On 19 
November four Ospreys were flying around this site and 
Blackwall Reach. A couple landed briefly at the old nesting 
site.

McNeil Street, Peppermint Grove 
This Osprey nest is located in the top of a tall Norfolk 
Island Pine in someone’s front garden. The location is 
near the corner of McNeil Street and the Esplanade, where 
the Esplanade changes into Bindaring Parade. The site is 
difficult to monitor. Ospreys were observed at the nest site 
during May, August, September, October and November. 
During a visit on 5 December, one juvenile was perched 
above the nest. It was standing on a cluster of large 
Norfolk Island Pine seed cones and was displaying full 
juvenile plumage. 

Bodkin Park, Waterford
Abandoned site.

Manning Road, Waterford
Ospreys were busy adding nesting material from early July 
and still adding sticks in early August. A substantial nest 
was constructed. An Osprey was seen collecting a dead 
branch at Waterford and then flying towards the tower.

Sightings made through July, August and September 
2019 generally had two Ospreys at the nest site. One at 
Manning was seen bringing a small mouthful of nesting 
material to the nest in early October. We had not observed 
this behaviour before as most nesting material is carried in 
their talons. An Osprey was seen executing a spectacular 
dive on two passing Australian Ravens. On 27 October two 
Osprey chicks were seen sticking their heads above the rim 
of the nest then by mid-November were exercising their 
wings.

On 3 December 2019 a message came through about a 
juvenile Osprey found near the nesting tower. That was the 

day when we had 41ºC heat and the bird was suspected 
of suffering from heat stress and taken to the Native ARC 
(Animal Rescue Centre) at Bibra Lake for recovery.  

A check on 4 December 2019 found an adult and the other 
juvenile still on the nest. 

Mount Henry, Salter Point
One Osprey was present at the nesting platform through 
May to July. In September an adult bird was sitting on the 
nest. Adults were seen swapping brooding duties and still 
sitting low in the nest in late October.

On 11 November one Osprey chick, already a few weeks 
old, was seen on the nesting platform.

On the weekends there was heavy boat traffic at the base 
of the hill where the nest is located, which they seemed to 
tolerate.

A visit on 4 December found an adult shading a near adult 
sized young which was huddled against the adult’s legs.

Old Swan Brewery, Kings Park
One adult was observed sitting low in the nest in August 
and September. Nesting material was brought to the nest 
site in August, and mating was observed on the nest in 
early August then sitting low in the nest in September. 

On 20 October two young Osprey chicks were seen in the 
nest. One was considerably larger than the other and both 
still had dark brown, downy heads. The larger juvenile 
was about a quarter adult size. In early November there 
seemed to be only one half adult size juvenile in the nest.

On 19 November, two fully feathered juveniles were 
seen in the nest. The female was observed re-arranging 
sticks around the perimeter of the nest. During a check 
conducted on 5 December, one adult Osprey and two fully 
grown juveniles were seen sitting in the nest. The young 
had a striped crown, with both crowns and napes having 
an orange-brown wash.

Ascot Waters, Ascot
No activity observed at this location, which was monitored 
from July to November 2019.

Ron Courtney Island, Ascot
Osprey was intermittently seen at this site, present at one 
survey and then absent at the next one. The nest site is 
best viewed from Ashfield Parade. A pair of Whistling Kite 
was building a nest on Ron Courtney Island a few trees up 
from the Osprey nest. 

In early October one Osprey was standing over the nest 
with drooped wings. It remained in this position for long 
periods, even closing the eyes whilst standing. The female 
was sitting on the nest in October and early November. 
Visits made in mid and late November found the nest 
deserted with no Osprey present. The Whistling Kite was 
still sitting on its nest on 27 November.

Whitfords Nodes, Hillarys
Osprey was seen bringing nesting material to the site 
in July. The nest seemed smaller than last year; maybe 
winter storms had blown away some of the nest. Ospreys 
were active throughout July, August and September, 
seen bathing in the ocean and bringing fish to the nest 
where they were consumed in the tower below the nest. 
On 13 October, an Osprey was observed busy bringing 
new material to the nest, after which it headed out to 
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sea to hunt. Two Australian Ravens made several serious 
attempts to get into the nest, but the female chased them 
away. The male returned with a fish, but ate hardly any of 
it on the beach before taking the fish up to the nest. On 8 
November there was one fully grown juvenile in the nest. 
On 30 November two adults and a juvenile were seen next 
to the nest.

Gull Rock, Shoalwater Bay
This site was not closely monitored. An Osprey was seen 
on the nest in mid-July, and on 24 October an Osprey 
was sitting on the nest on the small, off shore, limestone 
island. On 7 November an Osprey was seen carrying small 
strands of seagrass to the nest.

On 22 November two adults were standing on the nest and 
one adult was at the nest on 7 December. Although Osprey 
was present at the nest site during the breeding season 
it was not established if it bred. Rick Dawson from Perth 
Wildlife Encounters, who monitors the site regularly, is of 
the opinion that the Osprey has not nested on Gull Rock 
since the big storm in 2018.

Osprey was noted to spend a fair amount of time on Whale 
Rock in Shoalwater Bay although no nest building was 
observed at this site. Whale Rock is just to the east of 
Shag Rock and south east of Seal Island.

Powell Road, Coogee
An artificial nesting platform is in the dunes leading to 
the beach. No activity was noticed during June, July, 
September and October. The scarce amount of nesting 
material that was on the platform remained in the same 
position during those months. 

Deane Street/Marine Parade, Cottesloe
There was some trepidation at the start of the breeding 
season as the owners of the flats were considering 
removing the Norfolk Island Pine tree which contained the 
Osprey nest as the roots were encroaching on the building 
foundations. The tree is on private property. The good 
news was that later in the season the National Trust of WA 
listed the Norfolk Island Pines as significant.

In September an Osprey was seen sitting low in the 
nest, but a check made on 24 October found the nest 
abandoned. No adults were present and there was no 
activity in the nest. A strong storm battered Perth on 4 
October with wind gusts up to 100 km per hour and I 
suspect this caused the nest failure. The nest site was 
vacant in November and an Australian Raven was seen 
picking through the nest. 

Alfred Cove
There is a record, from early October 1990, of an 
Osprey pair that started to build a nest on the old radio 
tower (T. Kirkby, WABN 56, 2). The tower has since 
been removed though the location remains favoured 
by Osprey. In contrast to previous years the Osprey at 
Alfred Cove managed this year to accumulate sufficient 
nesting material to form a basic nest structure. Mating 
was observed on the nesting platform in mid-July. In early 
September one Osprey seemed to be incubating and was 
still on the nest in late October. A check on 19 November 
found the nest abandoned. The nest base was very thin 
and this might have been the reason for the breeding 
failure. An adult was present, though, in the wetlands 
along Alfred Cove. They can be found here all year round 
often sitting on a pole feeding on fish. 

Pelican Point, Nedlands
There is an artificial nesting platform not in use and of 
unsuitable design. The site was monitored in August and 
November.

Armagh Street, Victoria Park
This year a new Osprey nesting location was identified in 
the mobile phone tower near the corner of Armagh and 
Horden Streets in Victoria Park. A sizeable nest was built 
in the top of the tower. Osprey was seen collecting nesting 
material in August. An adult was often seen on one of 
the corner tower spires during September and both adult 
birds were at the nest site in September to late October. 
Monitoring during November indicated the nest site had 
been abandoned. No breeding attempt was made as far as 
could be established.

Victoria Avenue, Dalkeith
There is an old vacant nest site in a pine tree.

Sites outside the Perth area
Outside Perth, nests were not systematically visited, but 
the following opportunistic records help document breeding 
elsewhere.

Peel-Harvey estuary
A few confirmed records came through about Osprey sites 
around the Peel-Harvey estuary. The nesting platform at 
Island Point had one chick in the nest on 16 October (Ray 
Turnbull). The nest at Lake McLarty had an adult feeding 
one juvenile at the nest on 24 October. Three young were 
raised in the Osprey nest along Carrabungup Road, Robert 
Bay (Shelly Pearson). The old nesting platform at Erskine 
had two juveniles (Cherilyn Corker). At Caddadup Reserve 
near Dawesville, there were two juveniles in November. 
The Point Morfitt nest had one juvenile (John Clarke).

Leeman
The Osprey nesting platform at Lancelin was installed on 
Thursday 29 August 2019 and was quickly occupied by a 
pair of Osprey. A substantial nest was built in four weeks 
and by mid-October an Osprey was sitting on the nest. 
In early November the female was still sitting low on the 
nest with the male bringing fish to her. Although an Osprey 
was seen bringing fish to the nesting site in December, by 
early January 2020 the site was empty and two Ospreys 
were seen roosting in a tree about a kilometre away. No 
successful breeding took place at this location in 2019. 

Geraldton
In the immediate Geraldton area, three artificial nesting 
platforms have been erected. 

The breeding platform near the Geraldton Lighthouse 
(Point Moore) was placed in 2002 and has been well 
patronised, with two chicks most years and a couple of 
years (e.g. last year) three chicks being hatched.

Around the Point, at an area called Greys Beach, a second 
pole was erected some years later at the same time 
as a third pole at Separation Point, another 1.5 to 2.5 
kilometres around the bay. The Separation Point nest does 
not appear in use. Mike Lawrie passes the Greys Beach 
Pole almost every day and has seen Ospreys resting on the 
side of the nest, feeding nearby on fence posts and resting 
in nearby trees but is not sure they have bred there. That 
nest has been built up with sticks inside. 
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There is a platform at the mouth of the Greenough River, 
possibly erected even before 2002, and which seems to 
have had successful occupation. South of the Chapman 
River, along Crowtherton Street (between Frederick Street 
and Edwin Crescent) there is a short stretch of Norfolk 
Pines and a nest was built in the top of one of them a few 
years ago but that only seemed to be used for the one 
year (Mike Lawrie, personal communication). 

Discussion
Successful breeding in the Perth area in 2019 took place 
at five locations: the old Swan Brewery (2 juveniles), 
Manning Road, Waterford (2 juveniles), Mount Henry, 
Salter Point (1 juvenile), Whitfords Nodes, Hillarys (1 
juvenile) and Peppermint Grove (1 juvenile).

The peak nest building period for Osprey around the Perth 
district, was between the months May to September. 
They have been observed carrying large sticks, up to 
two metres long, to the nest. The bundles of algae and 
seagrass that are collected are likely used to line the 
base of the nest. Nest building was observed outside 
the peak period and small amounts of additional nesting 
material were brought to the nest in January, October 
and November. Some of the nest structures contained 
foreign material such as plastic and at Alfred Cove a piece 
of fencing wire. When there was young in the nest it was 
noticed that the rim of the nest was sparsely covered with 
dry grass. This was only observed later in the breeding 
season at a few nests.

A good indicator that a nest is active is the continuous 
presence of an adult bird. They can be seen standing 
over the nest with stretched wings providing shade for 
the chicks, especially on warm days. Osprey will often sit 
below the rim of the nest, when breeding, making them 
barely visible though the white of the head can sometimes 
be seen.

Due to the height and depth of the nests, the presence 
of chicks cannot always be determined till they are a 
few weeks old. This year the first Osprey chicks hatched 
around mid-October. In some years pairs of Osprey will 
raise two sets of juveniles. Juveniles might be raised early 
in the year from a clutch laid late in the preceding year 
and then raise another brood towards the end of that 
same year. The breeding results for 2009 and years 2015 
to 2019 are shown in Table 1. 

Other notes
At Coral Bay Zebra Finch nests in the sides of an Osprey 
nest located high up in a Telecom tower was noted (WABN 
62, 1). I have once seen a Striated Pardalote on the rim of 
an Osprey nest and wondered if they might nest within. 

Darryl Roberts mentioned he had seen an Osprey 
swimming ashore near the Narrows Bridge. It had caught 
a fish that was too large to lift out of the water and 
proceeded to swim to the rocky shoreline with the fish. It 
used the wings in a butterfly stroke motion to swim ashore 
and covered quite a distance. This is not an uncommon 
occurrence as there have been several other reports. 

A number of fish species caught by Osprey were identified. 
These were Smalltooth Flounder, Pseudorhombus jenynsii 
(Point Peron), Zebrafish, Girella zebra, (Albany), Black 
Bream, Acanthopagrus butcheri, (Bremer Bay), Yellowtail 
Flathead, Platycephalus westraliae, (Swan River), 
Tarwhine, Rhabdosargus sarba, Yellow-eyed Mullet, 
Aldrichetta forsteri, (Bremer Bay) (Giblett, 2017), Sea 
Mullet, Mugil cephalus, Threadfin Butterflyfish, Chaetodon 
Auriga, Hawaiian Giant Herring, Elops hawaiensis 

(Roebourne) and Brownspotted Wrasse, Notolabrus parilus 
(Geraldton).

A number of the fish species caught were estuarine, 
such as Black Bream which spend its whole life cycle in 
estuaries. Yellowtail Flathead is often called Bar-tailed 
Flathead and is the most common species in the estuaries 
of the southwest, frequently hunting in very shallow water 
on sandbars and flats making it easy prey. One observer 
mentioned that he thought flounder were caught at low 
tide and mullet at high tide.

Osprey start by eating the head of a fish, making 
identification difficult as the head will often give pointers 
to what species of fish you are dealing with.
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Special thanks go to Gary Tate and Mark Cugley, District 
Manager for the Swan Coastal District of the Department 
of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions, who have 
arranged for a new nesting platform to be installed at 
Alfred Cove in early 2020. 
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WABN Crossword No. 43, vol 116, 2005 Dec   Revised 2020 by Pam Agar

CLUES

ACROSS
4. Good birding near this NW town.
8. Sparse country noted for parrots.
10. Sociable seed-eater of NW.
11. Considered best time for birding.
13. Raised a family.
14. Useful part of a site to check.
17. Pleasant site if birding in summer.
19. Conspicuous feature of swamphen.
21. Period when not in breeding 

plumage.
23. Beach area to see Sanderlings.
25. For common use.
26. Eggs need to be for success.

DOWN
1. Seed eater of dry country.
2. This bird may have worn feathers.
3. Graceful, slender bird.
4. Organized weekly.
5. Not the best time for birding.
6. May provide clue to nest’s owner.
7. Owl not commonly seen in metro 

area.
9. State of having two distinct forms.
10. Family name of bee-eaters.
12. In past, bustards were viewed this 

way.
13. Personal references.
15. Move this way and birds vanish.
16. Component of waterbird nest.

18. Sandy spot to see waders. 
20. Suburban water birding site.
22. Red or yellow, it’s an impressive 

bird.
23. Not unheard of on beaches.
24. To consume.

Answers on page 44
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Brown Falcon, Eyre Bird Observatory, p 49, photo by 
Margo Pickworth

Major Mitchell's Cockatoo, Eyre Bird Observatory, p 49, 
photo by Margo Pickworth
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GREAT WESTERN WOODLANDS
Planned surveys for autumn in the Great Western Woodlands March/

April and May 2020.

“The Woodlands are calling me and I must go”.

We are planning to do the following surveys this autumn and need 
volunteer leaders and surveyors plus at least two 4x4 vehicles for 

each survey. Parts of some of these areas may have been affected by 
the fires so it is important we find out how this has affected the birds.

Survey dates:

May 10 - 16 - Dundas.  This survey route follows the historic Old 
Telegraph track south of the Eyre Highway.

We are looking for birders comfortable with identifying birds of 
this area and who have the appropriate vehicles and all equipment 
necessary to be completely self-sufficient camping in the outback, 
including carrying water. Locations are remote.

Fifty of our surveyors surveyed 940 individual sites in eight out of 
the nine survey areas in 2019, which was a fantastic effort! Our aim 

this year will be to better these figures! 

Contact the Co-ordinators at gww@birdlife.org.au
.

Attention Photographers!
Photographic submissions for the 2021 BirdLife WA calendar 

are now open.

Would you like one of your bird photographs to appear in the 
2021 BirdLife WA calendar?

You can only submit five photographs and they must be of 
bird species native to Western Australia.

Photographs must be submitted as a square crop with a 
minimum size of 21.6 cm x 21.6 cm at 300 dpi or 2555 x 

2555 pixels.

Please contact Robyn Pickering pickeringrobyn29@yahoo.
com for the full selection criteria.

The final date for photographic submissions is 15 June 2020.

The Great Western Woodlands Committee is 
looking for volunteer leaders and surveyors

Do you like the great outdoors and enjoy birding?

We are looking for more surveyors. So if you have been 
a surveyor in the past and haven’t been out in the 

woodlands for a while, now is the time to dust off your 
gear and join us. Why not think of leading a survey?

• Most of the administration work will be done for you 
by the Coordinators. 

• You will be supplied with a 'Sat phone', extra GPS units 
if necessary and any permissions needed.

• All that our volunteer leaders need to do is fix a 
meeting place, organise the surveyors into suitable 
groups per vehicle and decide what sites are to be 
done each day. 

• Suitable campsites are suggested in the information 
you will be given.

• Safety is an important aspect which is covered in the 
information packs given to each participant.

• At the end of the survey a report should be returned 
with a total bird count and details of any flowering 
and fruiting. 

GWW coordinators are also looking for help in the office 
for dealing with emails and mailing out information packs, 

publicity and keeping spreadsheets up to date. 

For further information contact the 
Coordinators at gww@birdlife.org.au .

BIRD WALKS AT STIRLING 
RANGE RETREAT 2020

The owners of the Stirling Range Retreat, Virginia and 
Darren, have requested that BirdLife Western Australia 
volunteers lead walks at Stirling Range Retreat again 
this year as we have done in the past. Each volunteer 
would spend one week leading daily dawn (8a.m.) and 
afternoon (3p.m.) bird walks during Spring 2020. After 
the devastating fires in the National Park we have an 
excellent opportunity to support the Retreat.
The walks this year will commence on Saturday 29th 
August (the first volunteer arrives on Friday 28th 
August) and conclude after the 8am morning walk on 
Saturday 31st October 2020 .
Again the walks will be conducted on well-pounded 
kangaroo trails, within the Retreat precinct and in the 
adjacent 50 acres of woodland north of the Retreat. The 
terrain is flat and the walks are very easily negotiated.
We would also expect to conduct evening talks at 
7pm on Monday, Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday 
that are illustrated with a Power Point presentation of 
bird photographs and accompanying bird calls. The 
computer and projector will be available pre-loaded with 
the necessary software for the duration of the program.

Accommodation arrangements in 2020 will be as follows:
The leaders and their partners will be offered a 50% 
tariff on cabin accommodation.
• For those people who will be using their own 

caravan for accommodation a tariff free powered site 
will be available.

• 100% of all walk and talk fees will be donated to 
BirdLife Western Australia. Note: during Spring 
2019 BirdLife volunteers raised more than $3300.00 
from the walks and Power Point presentations.

• When available, leaders are invited to join the 9am 
Hidden Treasures Orchid and Wildflower Tour as 
guests of the Retreat.

All weeks are still available to volunteers who would like 
to take part in the program and weeks will be allocated 
on a first come, first served basis.

For further details please contact Clive Nealon
livenealon@bigpond.com 

or
by phone at 9448-5921  or  0402 009 462

Notices
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ALBANY BRANCH
11 FEBRUARY, MORLEY BEACH (WILSON INLET)
Thanks to very low rainfall the water levels at Wilson Inlet had dropped, providing habitat for shorebirds even 
though the sandbar near Ocean Beach had not been opened this season. We started our outing at Morley Beach 
where we found a variety of shorebirds including Bar and Black-tailed Godwits, Marsh and Pectoral Sandpipers. 
Red-capped Plover, Red-necked Stint and Common Greenshank present in good numbers. Seeing several now 
critically endangered Curlew Sandpipers was a highlight as was the sighting of Pied Stilts at close range. We also 
observed at least a dozen Whiskered Terns and several Fairy Terns. Black Swan and Grey Teal were the most 
dominant waterfowl. From Morley Beach we drove to the eastern end of Wilson Inlet, visiting an area known as 
Youngs Lake. Here we found Yellow-billed Spoonbill, Great Egret, Great Crested Grebe and Musk Duck among 
others. Who could ask for a better lunch spot than that?

10 MARCH, LAKE POWELL / TORBAY HALL
Our March outing, run under the theme “Go birding with BirdLife”, was part of the South Coast Festival of Birds 
and Biodiversity event. We met at the Lake Powell Nature Reserve which often provides good opportunities to 
observe the Red-eared Firetail. We weren't disappointed and had good views of the finches. The water levels at 
Lake Powell were quite low exposing a wide sandy shoreline near the bird hide. A flock of a dozen Spotless Crakes 
made use of this habitat, resulting in the largest number of crakes we had ever seen together. Red-capped Plover 
and Black-fronted Dotterel were also present. On the lake we encountered good numbers of ducks including Pink-
eared Duck, Australasian Shoveler and Chestnut Teal. A flock of Red-necked Avocets was observed in shallow 
parts of the lake further afield. A 20 minute 2 hectare survey at the Elleker–Grasmere Road bridge yielded 32 
species. Always a good spot for finding a variety of water and bushbirds, we recorded Chestnut Teal, Musk Duck, 
Yellow-billed Spoonbill, Baudin's Black-Cockatoo and Scarlet Robin among others. We continued to Torbay Hall for 
morning tea and then commenced to survey the bushland surrounding the hall. This survey yielded fewer birds 
than we usually find here. Nevertheless, we enjoyed some good views of White-breasted Robin, Red-winged Fairy-
wren and Spotted Pardalote. The resident Australian Owlet-nightjar remained elusive.

SOUTH COAST FESTIVAL OF BIRDS AND BIODIVERSITY
The local group also participated in the annual festival and organised a variety of events during the month of 
March, including several bird walks, a presentation at the local library and a threatened species habitat visit held 
jointly with the Friends of the Western Ground Parrot. We would like to thank Vicki Stokes for running a well-
attended shorebird identification workshop in Albany. In early February, members of the local group also took part 
in the annual summer shorebird count, conducting its count at Albany Harbours. 

Anne Bondin

BUNBURY
BUNBURY OUTER RING ROAD - BIRDS AND 
TREES
Probably the single most important topic here in Bunbury 
region concerning birds is the proposed ring road bypass, 
the 27 km Bunbury Outer Ring Road or BORR, for which 
the federal government promised $250 m in April 2018. 
This month the WA Government estimated it will be an 
$852 m project.

The proposed Northern and Central Section is around 87% 
cleared farmland. Native trees, 711 greater than 500 
mm width, will potentially be cleared (EPA Report March 
2020).

Birders know remnant trees are way-points especially 
for big birds such as the black-cockatoos, as they 
traverse their country. These trees can provide nesting 
hollows, food and habitat for a myriad species of birds, 
invertebrates and mammals, many of which are found 
nowhere else in the world and are increasingly rare and 
precious.  

In April BirdLife WA made a submission for birds and the 
environment in the Northern and Central Section, with 
strong comment on the ineffectiveness in the short-term of 

the proposal’s revegetation plan.  

The proposed Southern Section will run through a corridor 
of forest and remnant forest at Gelorup. The BORR will 
divide and affect this with the sound and pollution of 
constant traffic travelling at high speed, and light pollution.  

In 2019 environmentally aware Gelorup residents surveyed 
the planned southern kilometre of BORR to connect to the 
Bussell Highway. In this short stretch, 3556 individuals 
of native species of trees, considered valuable habitat for 
wildlife (having evidence of birds and possums using these 
as habitats and corridors as they navigate the region), 
were documented. Jarrah, Marri, Tuart, and melaleucas 
over 300 mm. Peppermints, Xanthorrhoea, Woody 
Pears, several species of banksias, Zamia, the attractive 
Snottygobble Persoonia longifolia, and the flamboyant 
Christmas Tree Nuytsia floribunda were included in the 
count. Many species are extraordinarily different and 
endemic.  

Also scheduled to be affected is the Five Mile Brook. There 
is a grove of ancient paperbarks there, a sacred site for 
Nyungar women with an enormous Melaleuca preissiana, 
thought to be one of the largest remaining, and a Birthing 
Tree. There are Nyungar scar trees scattered throughout, 

WA Regional groups
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Nothing is beyond reach with 
the RX10 IV from Sony

The RX10 IV is the perfect all-in-one camera for bird photography, delivering 
lightning focus, super zoom, and silent shooting in a compact 1kg body. 

sony.com.au/premiumcompact

Shoot stunning bird images from 
any distance with the 24-600mm 
large-aperture zoom lens

Minimise disruption to birdlife 
by activating ‘Silent Shooting’ to 
operate the electronic shutter 
without noise

Conveniently photograph birds in 
motion with High-density Tracking  
AF Technology 

Capture exactly the right moment 
with continuous shooting at 24fps 
with AF/AE tracking 
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which are traditional ‘way points’. These are scheduled for 
destruction. There is a healthy, majestic Tuart holding high 
a raptor’s nest, and the planners’ solution is to build the 
highway around this tree.  

The proposed BORR uses a route set in the 1970s when 
bushland, now valuable, was expendable.

The existing highway could instead be redesigned using 
this colossal allocation of money for this proposal. Modern 
methods with flyovers and underpasses would improve 
and synchronize traffic flow in times of congestion during 
holiday periods, events and festivals “down south”, 
bypassing a high cost to the beleaguered natural world

With such substantial loss of tree and botanical 
cover, we must - in the face of 2019’s United Nations 
report that suggests we are heading towards the 
extinction of one million species, two decades into 
the 21st Century, and in the spirit of collective 
responsibility - reconsider the existing method of 
land clearance in this time of worldwide species loss.  

Clearly, very clearly, time is running out.    We must 
be more supportive of the long term health of our 
ecosystem’s web-of-life, and birds

Sue Kalab

FAIRY TERNS – BUNBURY OUTER HABOUR
Our big news is that the Fairy Terns came back, arriving in 
late September when we began seeing and hearing them 
in small numbers around our waterways. The number 
grew. We were excited, because in summer 2018 they did 
not stay around.  

Then in late October, Bunbury Port Authority BPA alerted 
the Fairy Tern Conservation Group (FTCG) that the birds 
were nesting on a sandy beach at Outer Harbour. Chris 
Tate and I were asked to check and report to FTCG, tern 
scientist Dr Nic Dunlop and Murdoch PhD student Claire 
Greenwell, and Department of Conservation, Biodiversity 
and Attractions (DBCA) Bunbury. Around 30 birds were 
seen sitting on eggs in ‘scrapes’ or nests on the beach 
front.  

Disaster struck at end of October with two days of wild 
wind. All eggs were obliterated by wind-blown sand. The 
birds disappeared.  

Then good news, the Port reported that the birds were 
back on nests, this time at the south end of the same 
beach. BirdLife Bunbury’s Jane Putland and I, with DBCA, 
visited over the following weeks, and at the peak in early 
December 176 nests were counted with hatched chicks. 
DBCA placed shelters on site to provide shade and refuge 
from predators. At the time this was considered the 
biggest Fairy Tern colony in the south west. 

On one occasion we witnessed a Peregrine Falcon storming 
through, sending the birds into the air in panic with a 
continuous ‘dread flight’, which meant the terns could not 
attend to the nestlings and eggs. Instead all adults took to 
the air, circling and swirling, out to sea, and back again.  

An even bigger catastrophe, there was such 
disappointment, when we visited the following week. The 
colony was silent, with less than 20 birds remaining on 
nests, and perhaps 30 adults altogether. No chicks, not 
one. All vanished. We relayed the sad news back to FTCG, 
DBCA and BPA.  

Fairy Tern specialists Nic Dunlop and Claire Greenwell 

commented this was typical of an on-ground predator, 
likely to be a cat or fox.

This example demonstrates the high vulnerability of 
these harmless beach-nesting seabirds and why active 
conservation efforts are essential for ensuring their long-
term survival.

Sue Kalab

BANDED LAPWINGS AT TREENDALE AND 
BIRDLIFE BUNBURY
In 2018, due to a member’s concern, we worked with 
the Shire of Harvey in the new subdivision of Treendale 
where birds are losing open paddocks to encroaching 
development. Using one of my paintings as an illustration, 
together with text I provided, six signs were placed under 
our guidance, alerting people to the presence of Banded 
Lapwing.

Four of us, Graeme Hargans, Lynda and Doug 
Shrimpton and I, met with Harvey Shire's Environment 
Officer Samantha Pickering at the grassy patch opposite 
the busy shopping precinct. We watched, hearts-in-
mouths, as a little family with two juveniles attempted to 
cross the road to the roundabout. Another pair tended a 
nest on the ground.

The signs respectfully asked walkers and vehicles to 
slow down to give the birds a chance as these little 
ground-nesters and dwellers have been peacefully living 
for generations on farm paddocks recently absorbed by 
people-pressure as their territory has diminished. Signs 
were also installed at strategic locations and along the 
approach roads.

Thank you Shire of Harvey!

Sue Kalab

Banded Lapwing sign in location, 2020, photo by 
Samantha Pickering
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NEW ROAD SIGNS AT TREENDALE
The Banded Lapwings are holding on in the Treendale area, 
but their existence is still perilous, and the Shire does 
still receive community reports on their welfare. These 
reports have included concern for the birds as they scurry 
across busy thoroughfares with little regard from some 
drivers. The Shire has therefore purchased eight warning 
road signs, which I hope to have installed in the very near 
future. The Shire Council has also authorised the planting 
of shrubs to assist in protecting the Banded Lapwing 
population in the large grassy area opposite Bunnings. We 
have received reports of the birds shading in real estate 
for-sale signs.

Samantha Pickering, Shire of Harvey

CAPE TO CAPE BIRD GROUP
All excursions are advertised in the Cape to Cape Bird 
Group newsletter (see publications on the BirdLife WA 
website) and may be advertised on BirdLife WA E-news 
and are for BirdLife Australia members, supporters and the 
general public.

Ensure you are on the list to receive information for 
monthly seabird trips.

For details of any activities please contact: Christine Wilder 
cwilderone@yahoo.com.au

EXCURSION REPORTS

18 JANUARY, INVESTIGATIONS FROM AUGUSTA 
BOAT HARBOUR TO HAMELIN BAY
It was a funny kind of morning. All week ‘willyweather’ 
predicted a rough swell and with the trip fully booked, we 
headed out of the harbour, in rough conditions at the start, 
mainly due to the wind direction when passing through 
the tricky lighthouse passage. Local track guide Heather, 
Cape to Cape Explorer Tours, commented “… the way the 
lighthouse was intended to be seen” – and it must have 
been a welcome view for those arriving in earlier times. 
Once around the corner, heading north and with the wind 
behind us, we enjoyed the journey, gliding along, with 
most of the twelve passengers having a grand time sitting 
up the front. Despite southerlies blowing all week, the 
birds weren’t co-operating – maybe a summer pattern. 
As usual the Flesh-footed Shearwaters put on a fantastic 
show, dipping and diving – Bill said he could watch them 
for hours. No skuas or gannets, although skipper Dave 
Muller had seen a skua at the harbour the day before. 
There were a few Crested Terns and the Bridled Terns flew 
in quite close. We hadn’t seen a single albatross, when a 
call went out from the bow and a Shy Albatross was seen 
in the distance, unfortunately not venturing close, only 
just long enough for Ian to get a photo for identification. 
Heading into the mooring at Hamelin Bay, we checked out 
the Osprey nest, but no birds were seen, then stopped at 
the large stack where there were plenty of Bridled Terns 
perched in the small crevices of the limestone tiers a few 
metres from us. Pied Cormorants also use this stack as a 
roost.

Despite the lack of albatross, the sea-birders on board 
were enthralled and raving about the trip. Some of the 
group left us at Hamelin Bay and the rest were ferried 
back to the boat harbour, thanks to Cy Ford’s South West 
Driving Services. Thanks to Ian, Brad and Geoff for the 

photographs and to Dave Muller and James Tioro for a 
beautiful morning out on the ocean.

Christine Wilder

27 JANUARY, GLENBROOK COUNTRY RETREAT
I am a bird lover and RSPB member from the UK, but no 
expert I will add! Two of my children live locally, one in 
Cowaramup and one in Margaret River. I have been visiting 
and loving this area with them one way or another for the 
last twenty years. One of the advantages of loving wildlife 
is that you do get to go to some really wonderful places 
and recently I was lucky enough to join a small group of 
local birders from BirdLife Australia, with Christine, on a 
walk around Glenbrook, a 190 acre estate that has been 
in the same family since the 1970s. These days it is a 
lovely informal low-key campground with some holiday 
accommodation in beautiful wooded bush with some open 
paddocks and next to State forest.

We all met in the car park and before we had gone very 
far were seeing kangaroos and small birds – fairy-wren 
families, both Splendid and Red-winged, busy in the lower 
branches and on the ground, Scarlet Robins, scrubwrens 
and Yellow-rumped Thornbills. They were surprisingly close 
to campers. 

When you walk with a group of local birders, you learn 
the local birds much more quickly than trying to fathom 
out what they are from a book! There were clearly some 
experienced people in the group and that made the walk 
very helpful to me, as I listened hard to both birds and 
birders! I have found that with Oz birds it is important to 
know their calls as they can be very hard to spot in the 
canopy and on the ground! I had been trying to identify 
the ‘Cowara’ lorikeets on my own and as a flock of them 
screamed overhead Christine pointed them out and now 
I know what to look for! This pattern continued as we 
walked around the bushland trails, through a mixture of 
different habitat, spotting the possum dreys and feeding 
station to monitor numbers. There are some magnificent 
trees, grasstrees and ‘peppi’ groves, a wetland area and 
the adjoining national forest. Thirteen of us finished up 
back at the campground for morning tea.

An impressive total of 24 species was seen and heard on 
the two and half hour walk. Thank you to all the birders I 
met, for making me so welcome on the walk, particularly 
to Christine, and many thanks to Cherie, Betty and John 
Hindle for inviting us.

Ry Coffman  

1 FEBRUARY, BIRDBLITZ THE BLACKWOOD – 
BLACKWOOD RIVER-MOUTH
A group of eight met to look at the birds at the Blackwood 
River-mouth, where I have been regularly surveying 
the birdlife at a single GPS point since March 2019. We 
counted birds for an hour from 8.15am. The tide was 
low and there were people fishing, with dogs, canoeing, 
boating and driving on exposed sand. After the survey, we 
walked along to the cypresses in Hardy Street to count the 
Nankeen Night-Herons and look for Common Sandpiper on 
the rocks, stopping at the Turner Caravan Park to catch up 
with Dean McFaull who had seen two Great Cormorants, 
150 Red-necked Avocets and ten Pied Stilts, further up 
near the sticks, earlier that morning. Ospreys were not 
seen roosting in the Karri when we checked. 26 species 
were counted.

Christine Wilder
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8-9 FEBRUARY, CAPE TO CAPE SHOREBIRD 
SURVEY RESULTS
This year our BirdLife National Shorebird 2020 survey 
was conducted over the weekend of 8 and 9 February 
2020. The beaches from Dunsborough, Cape Naturaliste 
to Cape Leeuwin, across to Black Point, were covered 
by our dedicated volunteers. The whole coastline was 
covered and produced some interesting results. A total of 
ten shorebird species was sighted and six of these were 
migratory shorebirds. We had good numbers of Sanderling 
at Grunters which seems one of their preferred locations. 
The survey, probably for the first time, provided an insight 
into the number of Sooty Oystercatchers (73) and Pacific 
Gulls present on our local beaches. Only one juvenile 
Pacific Gull was reported. Pacific Gulls are known to breed 
on St Alouarn Island to the south of Augusta. A total of 
46 adult Pacific Gulls (and one juvenile) were counted. 
One has to ask the question, do they remain all year 
round or move here over summer or do they come here 
to mature before returning to their breeding grounds? 
The Australian Pied Oystercatcher is known to breed at 
Redgate Beach (South). Bill James observed an Australian 
Pied Oystercatcher sitting on a nest at Redgate Beach on 1 
November 2019. Some weeks later he sighted one juvenile 
near the rocks. 

We had a close look at the Hooded Plover population 
which is close to our hearts. This year we achieved some 
exceptional results. The final Hooded Plover count was 
the highest on record and we go back some 20 years. 
We had a total of 64 Hooded Plover on the beaches from 
Dunsborough to Augusta, these included 17 juveniles. 
On the beaches between East Augusta and Black Point 
we had 13 Hooded Plover, of these three were juveniles. 
It is possible that due to the inland drought conditions 
some Hooded Plover moved temporarily to the Cape to 
Cape region. The number of juveniles observed indicate 
that the Cape to Cape region had a very successful 
breeding season, no doubt due to the efforts of our 
Beach Nesting Bird volunteers and the excellent work in 
protecting nesting sites by the Department of Biodiversity, 
Conservation and Attractions. The number of juveniles 
sighted was slightly higher than expected indicating that 
we probably did not locate all the Hooded Plover nesting 
sites. Rock Parrots are one of those species that suddenly 
disappear and are gone without you even noticing. It is 
sensitive to disturbance so it is worth keeping records 
where and when you see it as it has disappeared from a 
number of sites further up the coast.

Marcus Singor and I (co-ordinators for the capes) extend 
a big thank you to all our shorebird surveyors who did a 
tremendous job covering all our beaches here in the capes.

Christine Wilder

15 FEBRUARY, INVESTIGATIONS OF ST. 
ALOUARN AND FLINDERS ISLANDS, OPEN 
OCEAN IN THE SOUTH WEST, RETURNING VIA 
THE CAPE LEEUWIN LIGHTHOUSE AND SEAL 
ISLAND
Earlier in the week, we experienced a huge electrical storm 
overnight in Augusta, and a cyclone was still causing a bit 
of weather disruption, so we were watching constantly. 
The boat was in the Augusta Boat Harbour meaning this 
trip was similar to our usual winter jaunts, out past the 
St. Alouarn Island and Flinders Island, and into the open 
ocean south west of the lighthouse.

Our first stop in the lea of St. Alouarn Island was 
spectacular with more than 200 Bridled Terns flying close 
to and around the island. Three Sooty Oystercatchers 
were perched on a solitary granite rock with waves 
crashing over it. As usual seals were lounging about on 
Flinders Island, others in the surrounding ocean and a 
small number on several rocks. Almost a regular pattern 
now, is the appearance of shearwaters first up, and one 
gannet was also seen early. Eventually an Indian Yellow-
nosed Albatross was heading towards the boat and shortly 
afterwards two Indian Yellow-nosed Albatross joined 
the shearwaters next to us. Our return took us past the 
lighthouse, then we snuck in closely to Seal Island, with a 
depth of only 3.5 metres in several places. Altogether we 
covered 23.6 nautical miles, with the swell a little choppy, 
a bit of breeze and the sea mist almost obliterating the 
lighthouse at one point. Of eleven sea-birders on board, 
a high percentage were bird photographers, some visiting 
from Perth, Bunbury and Northcliffe. Thanks to all those 
who shared hundreds of photos – Brad Keyser, Wendy Eiby, 
Georgia Clifford, Mary Whittall, Michael Richardson, Carol 
Darby and Lea Scadden.

Every trip is completely different and thanks to Dave 
Muller and Blake Muller for another interesting one in a 
very comfortable boat.

Christine Wilder

23 FEBRUARY, BIRDBLITZ THE BLACKWOOD 
2020 – AUGUSTA FORESHORE, VICTORIA 
PARADE TO YACHT CLUB
Perhaps it was the weather, a good easterly breeze 
and a false forecast of showers that led to only four 
birders arriving for the survey. The part of the Hardy 
Inlet alongside Victoria Parade in Augusta is a different 
character to the lower reaches, lined with bush and 
fringing reeds in parts, attracting edge stalkers like White-
faced Heron and a Yellow-billed Spoonbill seen on the far 
sheltered side. With the tide right to provide the correct 
depth, numbers of Black Swans were seen there too. And a 
pod of dolphins swam by the boat ramp at Irwin Street.

The first highlight was a Sacred Kingfisher perched on 
a jetty rail, followed by non-waterbirds, Baudin’s Black-
Cockatoos, and a flock of Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos 
mopping up the remaining Marri capsules. A good Marri 
flowering this year will hopefully see more of these 
magnificent birds around later in the year. A few Little 
Pied and Little Black Cormorants were braving the breeze, 
roosting on jetties, and a few fishing. Numerous Silver 
Gulls and a Crested Terns passing at Flat Rock, which is 
as dry as I have ever seen it in fifteen years. Small bush 
birds were seen or heard in the fringing vegetation – New 
Holland Honeyeater, White-browed Scrubwren, Inland 
Thornbill, Splendid Fairy-wren and Welcome Swallow 
amongst the houses. We were finally treated to a probable 
Osprey being mobbed by some of the numerous local 
Galahs and a soaring Whistling Kite. 27 species were 
seen. The usual 'cuppa' and natter followed a laid back but 
interesting morning.

Roger Crabtree
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29 FEBRUARY, CITY OF BUSSELTON – LAUNCH 
OF NEW FRIENDS GROUP – FRIENDS OF THE 
OLD POLICE RESERVE, QUINDALUP
The Toby Inlet Catchment Group (TIC) launched the 
Friends of the Old Police Reserve at Quindalup and the 
Cape to Cape Bird Group was invited to participate, with 
a short talk on the birds previously seen in the reserve, 
followed by a circuit walk to record the birds present in 
summer.

The C Class Reserve (No 16920) is around seven 
kilometres south east of Dunsborough and adjacent 
to Harwood’s place (west), Xscape to the Cape (East), 
Caves Road (North) and the Toby Inlet wetlands (South). 
Historically, Pauline and Brian Clay spent many years 
actively involved with TIC, and in 1996 produced a list of 
41 species of birds likely to be seen in the reserve and 
adjoining wetland. A group of fifteen of us met near the 
entrance to the reserve where “bandicoot palace” building 
was the first of the morning’s activities. Ron Glencross then 
gave us a thorough recount of the history of the reserve 
and surrounds, followed by the checking of numerous 
possum boxes by some more agile members in the group. 
On our bird walk, a total of 16 species was recorded. The 
wetland was dry, meaning waterbirds were not seen during 
the morning. We will conduct another bird survey later in 
the year when the wetland becomes inundated.

A morning tea provided by TIC was very welcome. 
Afterwards three of us visited the Toby Inlet observation 
platform on the boundary with Palmer’s Winery, where an 
Australasian Darter and five Australian Wood Ducks were 
seen. Thanks to Kay Lehman of the City of Busselton and 
Vikki Viela from TIC for inviting our group. Thanks also to 
Jenny Fisher of Palmer’s Winery for allowing us to park in 
their car park.

Christine Wilder

12 MARCH, FRIENDS OF THE CARBUNUP 
RESERVE
Twelve members of the birding group met at the dieback 
station in Vickery Street, to carry out two 20-minute 
surveys in the Carbunup Reserve. This summer has 
been noticeably dry and there appeared to be very little 
available blossom. Some unburnt 'honkey nuts' were 

seen on the ground in the burnt section. Only two Red 
Wattlebirds were counted in Carbunup on the day. In 
February I reported 237 Red Wattlebirds migrating in a 
northerly direction in Augusta, possibly coinciding with the 
finish of Marri flowering, and now there are no familiar 
calls of wattlebirds in my street.

Our first survey was conducted in the area west of the 
powerline, which had a prescribed burn in October 2019. 
Nine species were counted during the survey and a 
Common Bronzewing was seen in that section after the 
survey was completed. The second survey was conducted 
in an area west of the Bussell Highway. It was a little later 
in the morning and there were not many birds calling at 
all. Six species were counted.

Thanks to Janean Robinson and Adrian van den Ouweland 
for their hospitality and an informative morning tea with 
volunteers from St. John Ambulance giving a defibrillator 
demonstration.

Christine Wilder

14 MARCH, INVESTIGATIONS OF SEAL ISLAND, 
PASSING THE CAPE LEEUWIN LIGHTHOUSE, 
INTO OPEN OCEAN IN THE SOUTH WEST, 
RETURNING VIA FLINDERS ISLAND AND ST. 
ALOUARN ISLAND
This trip was brilliant with a very relaxed group of eight 
birders on board with a small number of photographers, 
and the weather was co-operating too after some big winds 
during the week. As per usual the birds arrived in familiar 
order – firstly the Australasian Gannets flew in close – 
really spectacular birds – then came shearwaters and then 
albatrosses. Most of the shearwaters looked like Flesh-
footed Shearwaters with four Black-browed Albatrosses 
and one Indian Yellow-nosed Albatross. A single Hutton’s 
Shearwater flew round the boat before heading off. On 
Flinders Island two compact groups of shorebirds were 
seen moving back and forth in time with each wave 
swirling onto the rock platform – Ruddy Turnstones and 
Sanderlings. The Bridled Terns were flying in loose groups 
around St. Alouarn Island and a White-faced Heron roosted 
on a rock platform close to the island shoreline.

Christine Wilder

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN BIRD CONSERVATION NETWORK 
The idea of the Western Australian Bird Conservation 
Network (WABCN) was initiated at BirdLife Western 
Australia’s (BWA) Regional Forum in mid-last year. We took 
up the role as coordinators in February 2020 and started 
to work with our existing (and potential new) regional and 
associated groups to encourage them to join the network. 
We received great support in general. The Covid-19 
pandemic since mid-March, has meant that we have 
limited our work through just emails and phone calls. We 
were able to achieve some regional and associated groups 
signing off on the voluntary agreement as a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MOU). The work is still ongoing, 
particularly in looking at more potential groups across W.A.

BWA Executive Committee Chair, Viv Read, officially 
launched the WABCN in mid-March (right before the 
isolation) at the South Coast Bird and Biodiversity 
Symposium in Denmark, W.A. We missed the symposium 
but heard that the launch was well received. Big thanks for 
Viv’s help and support!
Through the feedback from the survey we organised in 

February, we received a lot of positive feedback in addition 
to some suggestions and recommendations. We are 
following through those actions as required. Based on the 
result, we will continue to run a forum this year to get up 
to date information and sharing from all the groups. Due 
to the uncertainty of the pandemic, we plan to run a zoom-
meeting around June as this technology has been proven 
to be very effective in communications, especially in these 
challenging times. So, stay tuned on this.

Lastly, we have put up a webpage for WABCN on our BWA 
website. If you want more details regarding the network’s 
objectives and information, click on the webpage and have 
a look.

http://birdlife.org.au/locations/birdlife-western-australia/
wa-bird-conservation-network

Meanwhile enjoy your backyard’s birding!

Stay safe and well!

Alfred and Hidi Lau
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MIDWEST-GERALDTON GROUP – SOME EXCURSIONS AND 
SUMMER ACTIVITIES
2 NOVEMBER, 8 DECEMBER 2019 AND 2 
FEBRUARY 2020, HUTT LAGOON AND HUTT 
RIVER MOUTH
We met at Waggrakine or Drummonds Cove before driving 
on to Port Gregory. Pt Gregory birdwatching was at the 
causeway into town, the ponds at the edge of town, and 
around the point northwest of town. Water birds include 
Banded Stilt, Red-necked Avocet, Pied Stilt, Grey Teal, 
Australian Shelduck and Red-capped Plover as well as 
EAAF migrants Red-necked Stint, Curlew Sandpiper, 
Greater Sand Plover, Wood Sandpiper, Common Sandpiper, 
Common Greenshank, and a group of over-wintering 
Ruddy Turnstone (absent 23/4/20).
The lakeside pink and white salt and samphire blend into 
dune vegetation loud with White-winged, Splendid and 
Variegated Fairy-wrens and a diversity of other birds. 
Hutt River Mouth (just down the road) has had low water 
level, with no large lake behind the sandbar. Water birds 
here included Black Swan, Yellow-billed Spoonbill, Great 
Egret, Eastern Reef Egret, Australian Pelican, Australian 
Shelduck, and Caspian Tern. We have collected many 
bags of small-sized bits of plastics, foam, and nylon rope 
along the lake’s high water mark, as well as microplastics, 
including nurdles.

23 NOVEMBER, HUTT RIVER EXCURSION AT 
HUTT RIVER RESERVE
Birding at Hutt Reserve is along 3 km of the Hutt River 
(near Bishop’s Gully Rd). This track was in good condition 
with decent stops for a short walk. The river here is 
nearly entirely under cover of eucalyptus, casuarina and 
melaleuca foliage, and has rocky waterfalls and sandy 
bottom pools. Bird sightings included Red-capped Robin, 
Striated Pardalote, Mistletoebird, Yellow-rumped and 
Chestnut-rumped Thornbills, Singing, Brown and White-
plumed Honeyeaters, Rainbow Bee-eater, Splendid and 
Variegated Fairy-wrens, Grey Shrike-thrush, Brown Falcon, 
and others. A Wedge-tailed Eagle was over the closest 
escarpment.

30 NOVEMBER, NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY TALK
This was an open event advertised via BirdLife Midwest 
email and Facebook, and NACC. Thirty people met at 
Greenough Museum and Gardens for a Nature Photography 
Talk with Tracy Hermberger (Pilbara) and Damien Esquerre 
(Canberra), and Midwest Bird Group. This was a fantastic 
talk by professional photographers (straight from a ‘Nature 
Lab’ excursion at the Abrolhos Islands) with fabulous 
photos and photography tips. Local photographers brought 
selected photographs and stories to share with the group. 
Greenough Museum and Gardens was the perfect venue.

SHOREBIRDING AT GREENOUGH ESTUARY AND 
SOUTHGATES
Participants at regular events and surveys at Greenough 
Estuary (and Southgates Beach) saw a diversity of 
shorebirds. 

Estuary: Pied Stilt, Red-necked Avocet, Banded Stilt, 
Black-fronted Dotterel, Red-kneed Dotterel, Common 
Greenshank, Pectoral Sandpiper, Curlew Sandpiper, Black-
tailed Godwit, Marsh Sandpiper. 

Estuary and beach: Whimbrel (particularly eating crabs at 
south side rocks), Bar-tailed Godwit, Grey-tailed Tattler, 
Grey Plover, Terek Sandpiper, Common Sandpiper, Sharp-
tailed Sandpiper, Red-necked Stint, Hooded Plover, Fairy 
Tern. 

Open beach: Great Knot, Sanderling, Ruddy Turnstone, 
Australian Pied Oystercatcher, Sooty Oystercatcher, Pacific 
Golden Plover, Greater Sand Plover, Lesser Sand Plover. 
Noteworthy included the significant numbers of Ruddy 
Turnstone, Sanderling and Fairy Tern. 

COMMUNITY SUMMER ACTIVITIES

8–16 JANUARY, PHOTOGRAPHIC DISPLAY 
“MIDWEST BIRDS IN THEIR ENVIRONMENT”
This was a display at Geraldton Regional Library of 
photographs of local birds by Midwest Bird Group.

16 JANUARY - Children’s Activity Session - “Do 
Oystercatchers really eat Oysters?, Do Bee-eaters really 
eat bees?” This event at Geraldton Regional Library was 
advertised by the Geraldton Library (poster, website and 
facebook) and BirdLife Midwest-Geraldton (fb and email). 
Twenty-five children (with ten adults) coloured life size 
paper cut-outs of local birds, completed bird puzzles, 
explored beach wrack with the digiscope, watched videos 
of local shorebirds on the big screen, and had morning tea. 

22-24 JANUARY, CELEBRATING SHOREBIRDS: 
“FLOCK OZ” 
At the Wedge Building, the Museum of Geraldton, the 
Informative Display and Children’s Activities ran for three 
mornings, as part of the Museum of Geraldton Summer 
Holiday Children’s Program. Over 100 people viewed 
photgraphs, crawled the dune tunnel, played the giant 
beach ecology board game, or investigated beach wrack by 
digiscope). Seventy-four life-size wood shorebird cut-outs 
were painted by the visiting children who were interested 
to identify their birds in the displayed photographs. Then 
they were able to find colours, or learn more of the birds’ 
amazing flight journeys.s.

26 JANUARY, “FLOCK OZ” AT AUSTRALIA DAY
Australia Day at Geraldton Foreshore is hosted by the 
City of Greater Geraldton, advertised at CGG website. 
Sixty life-size wood cut-out shorebirds ended up with new 
plumage! Locals and visitors alike stopped by to check out 
the signs and banners loaded with information about the 
amazing feats of shorebirds. 

10–22 FEBRUARY, SHOREBIRD DISPLAY
At the Geraldton Surf Life Saving Club, local bird group 
photographs of shorebirds at local beaches, signage with 
information about local shorebirds (CGG, NACC, BirdLife 
Midwest-Geraldton). BirdLife Midwest gave a short talk 
at a Surf Club morning at the beach as part of ‘beach 
awareness’ aspects of their studies. 

14 MARCH, “FLOCK OZ” AT HARMONY DAY
This festival day (~ 1000 attending) was hosted by 
Geraldton Multicultural Society, advertised via their 
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website and Facebook and the City of Greater Geraldton 
website, BirdLife Midwest-Geraldton Facebook and email. 
Children (and helping-out parents) painted 50 life-size 
wooden shorebird cut-outs to take home and learnt a bit 
about how migratory shorebirds connect our world. Many 
of these wooden shorebirds are found in the gardens 
around Geraldton.

8 FEBRUARY, 15 FEBRUARY, 7 MARCH, 14 
MARCH – BEACH SHOREBIRD ID ACTIVITY

These morning sessions were follow-up to the January 
events to practice shorebird identification. Printed 
shorebird identification material, binoculars and ’scopes 
were provided at short morning sessions at 3 local beaches 
– Pt Moore, Greenough, and Separation Pt. We used 
shorebird teardrop flags (and some left-behind painted 
life-size wooden birds) to mark out a suitable zone around 
roosting shorebirds. This tactic was successful with most 
beach users. Dogs and vehicles turned back at the flags to 
allow the birds some space.  Recreational disturbance is an 
ongoing problem for shorebirds at these beaches. Signage 
placed at some beaches has not decreased pressure 
on shorebirds by beach users in general. At least most 
people happily altered behaviour while we are there with 

binoculars, scopes and flags so cause less harassment for 
the birds.

3 MARCH, SHOREBIRD ID WORKSHOP (WITH 
PLAXY BARRATT)
At Batavia Coast Marine Institute and Separation Point 
Foreshore, this morning workshop was hosted by BirdLife 
WA with the venue provided by Geraldton College of 
TAFE. The 30 participants were all provided with shorebird 
identification printed material to take home, binoculars to 
use on the day, instructions on binocular and ’scope use, 
plenty of tips on identifying shorebirds and loads more 
information about both migratory and Australian breeding 
shorebirds and their conservation. 

MARCH 21, NON-BIRDLIFE BIRDING WALK, 
GREENOUGH RIVER, WALKAWAY
Nine walkers met at the old Greenough Council Offices 
before driving to Walkaway. Farm owner, Roger Shingleton, 
met us at the gate and guided us to the site. Two of the 
group stopped where the river is divided and narrow with 
overhanging cover while the rest walked the riverside for 
one and a half kilometres to view reed beds and a couple 
of larger pools. Birds included Nankeen Night-Heron, 
Eurasian Coot, Australian Shelduck, Australian Reed-
Warbler, Hoary-headed Grebe, Little Grassbird, Red-capped 
Robin, Silvereye, Yellow-rumped Thornbill, Grey Shrike-
thrush, Striated Pardalote, Western Gerygone and White-
winged Triller. Species tally was 31.

Pauline Winrow and Alice Bishop

MANDURAH BIRD 
OBSERVERS GROUP
The Mandurah Bird Observers Group (MBOG) was formed 
in 1994 by Frank Pridham whose experience in bird 
identification was extensive. His objective was to help 
bird lovers identify and appreciate the many different bird 
species. Mostly retired people were involved initially and 
they enjoyed a new found hobby of bird watching. 

Dick Rule succeeded Frank and for many years shared his 
knowledge and passion for birds until, due to ill health, 
he had to retire in 2015. Bob Patterson assumed the role 
as the leader of the group and then Bill King became the 
leader in 2019.

The group outings have always been on the 4th Friday of 
each month with a social function in December. 

Members of the group are mostly in the 70-80 year old age 
group and there are on average about 15 who attend on a 
regular basis. Because of the age factor most outings are 
local but we do travel up to 30 odd kms to some locations 
depending on the time of the year and local knowledge 
of bird activity. We meet at a venue to share travel 
arrangements and endeavour to keep walking distance at 
the venue to a reasonable amount.  

The outings are to various locations in and around the 
Mandurah area where there are over 100 bird species. 
Normally at our outings we average around 35-45 species 
sighted which we record and forward to BirdLife WA. We 
are fortunate to have many areas that are under the 
auspices of the Ramsar International Agreement with 
our magnificent waterways, rivers and lakes and many 
preserved bush areas. 

WA Regional groups, ctd

BirdLife - Midwest Australia Day, Geraldton Jan 2020, 
photographer unknown

Hooded Plover (with Red-capped Plover flock), ph oto by 
David Williams
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To the right  is a photo of one of the most 
loved species in our area.

Because of the age factor of our membership 
this will have a bearing on the future. Most 
members enjoy the informality and sociality of 
a small group that  shares the experience of an 
outdoor journey to a location where normally, 
being a Friday there are very few other people 
around to disturb the bird activity. 

With the pending formation of regional 
groups perhaps a younger generation may 
be attracted to learn more about bird life and 
conservation.

Hopefully we may soon be able to resume 
normal group outings. 

My contact details are email, newbill13@
bigpond.com and telephone 08 9534 9913. 
New members are welcome to join us. I email 
all members well before each outing and give 
confirmation two weeks before the date. 

Any queries please contact me.

Bill King

WA Regional groups, ctd

Male and female Splendid Fairy-wrens, photo by Bill King

Crossword No. 43 answers
ACROSS
4 Wyndham, 8 mallee, 10 mannikin, 11 morning, 13 nested, 14 perimeter, 
17 shady, 19 shield, 21 eclipse, 23 edge, 25 communal, 26 rotated.

DOWN
1 emu, 2 old, 3 tern, 4 walks, 5 noon, 6 height, 7 masked, 9 dimorphism, 
10 Meropidae, 12 game, 13 notes, 15 suddenly, 16 reed, 18 spit, 20 Ascot, 
22 chat, 23 emus, 24 eat.

Above:     Shorebirds at Broome, p 26, 
photo by Tim McNamee
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Excursion reports

BIBRA LAKE, 10 NOVEMBER
A late start, due to road closures in the area, afforded us 
the opportunity to view some nesting activities of Galahs 
and Magpie-larks, before commencing the walk. The rare 
sighting of a Caspian Tern over the lake was an early 
surprise along with a welcome cool change in the weather.

Despite very high water levels, we were able to tick off ten 
duck species and all three grebes. In flight we managed 
Brown Goshawk, Swamp Harrier and Whistling Kite along 
with Little and Great Egrets, Nankeen Night-Heron and 
both Red-tailed and Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos. The 
youngest eyes (Jacksie’s) managed to spot three very 
photogenic Tawny Frogmouths, with plenty of Splendid 
Fairy-wrens observed during the morning and a further 
highlight, the later pick up by Jim, of a Buff-banded Rail.

Sixteen members and guests were present for a late 
morning tea and a final count of 65 species for the walk. 
Special thanks to Robyn and Chris for their very able 
assistance.

Alan Watson

PENGUIN ISLAND, 14 JANUARY
A larger than anticipated group of thirty-two, including 
eight visitors. turned up for this Tuesday excursion. From 
the vantage point of the ferry jetty we were easily able to 
observe the recently established Fairy Tern colony. Claire 
Greenwell informed us that there were 37 active nests 
at the time and we could see some very young chicks 
amongst the adults. Also noted was a Black-shouldered 
Kite in the tall pine. Later it was seen to take one of the 
chicks and consume it in the tree. 

Silver Gulls were also waiting their chance.

Little Penguins were at the end of their moult but we found 
two under a boardwalk and a bit further on another two in 
a cave posing nicely, and a bit beyond them an Australian 
Sea Lion was hauled out. Large numbers of Australian 
Pelicans and Pied Cormorants were at their colony. Of 
the terns, Bridled Terns were in the midst of breeding, 
and on the western beach the Crested Terns still had a 
few recently fledged young. Caspians had finished and 
we only saw one. Also photographed was a lone Roseate 
Tern, which is known to breed in the area, in non-breeding 
plumage and a single Red Knot, Whistling Kite, Australian 
Raven, Buff-banded Rail were added to the list, plus Kings 
Skink.

It was difficult to do a normal bird call due to our large 
group fragmenting but we ended up with 23 species. We 
had a great morning.

Pauline Woolley

PEEL INLET, 9 FEBRUARY
Nineteen members and two guests made their way to the 
initial starting point at Erskine Lakes, in what turned out to 
be ideal birding conditions.  

This proves to be an excellent spot for Australasian Darter 
(breeding), Cattle Egret and Yellow-billed Spoonbill, 
with also the sighting of what was initially called as an 
Intermediate Egret. When later checked with the experts, 
this was found to be an “over-sized, juvenile Little Egret, 
developing breeding plumage” — oh well, you can’t win 
them all!

Next stop at Len Howard Conservation Park, saw us adding 
to the bush bird count, including Splendid Fairy-wren, but 
due to a lack of water and poor estuary viewing conditions, 

we did not spend a lot of time here, apart from managing 
to sight a Black-tailed Godwit.

Next, a visit to Samphire Cove proved more successful, 
with the addition of Eastern Curlew, Whimbrel, Sharp-
tailed and Common Sandpipers, Sacred Kingfisher and 
Osprey, followed by a well-earned tea-break before leaving 
this location.

It was then back over the bridge, to the Coodanup 
foreshore, where initial viewing at the reserve, resulted 
in further Sharp-tailed Sandpiper (20+), Australian Pied 
Oystercatcher and Pied Stilt, Common Greenshank and a 
Grey-tailed Tattler. From there, it was on to Nairns, where 
we were able to add Bar-tailed Godwit, Grey and Red-
capped Plovers, Red-necked Stint and a Curlew Sandpiper 
to our list. Back at the picnic/ toilet area for lunch and 
birdcall, with a very creditable 78 species, due to the 
withdrawal of the Intermediate Egret. Many thanks to 
Pauline and Nigel for their assistance.

Alan Watson

BAIGUP WETLANDS, 13 FEBRUARY
Twenty-two birders, including three visitors from 
Queensland and several local community members, 
enjoyed a relatively mild mid-summer excursion to Baigup 
Wetlands. Local birders had noticed reduced bird numbers 
in previous weeks, so it was satisfying to find 52 species 
on the day, our normal count. Highlights included Splendid 
Fairy-wren, Variegated Fairy-wren, Sacred Kingfisher and 
six Black-fronted Dotterels in a dried-out section of the 
reserve. The usual maximum at Baigup is three dotterels 
at once. A solitary Australasian Shoveler was seen with 
the usual Pacific Black Duck and Grey Teal populations, but 
other regularly seen duck species were hiding or absent. 
Great Egret displayed its elegance in several locations 
during the morning. White-faced Heron, Nankeen Night-
Heron and Yellow-billed Spoonbill were also observed. 

Flourishing revegetation (noted approvingly by some 
members familiar with Baigup), provided such good cover 
for crakes and rails that only one Buff-banded Rail was 
seen in its usual haunt on the edge of a small morass 
transitioning towards samphire near the Garratt Road end 
on the river side of the sealed path. A Brown Goshawk 
was the only raptor seen, a Crested Tern the only tern. 
Cyclists, often a danger to binocular-wielding birders at 
Baigup, were generally courteous enough to slow down 
and use bells (where installed), something Rick Curtis and 
I appreciated as we led our groups around in different 
directions to reduce numbers on the shared path. Sincere 
thanks once again to those BirdLife members who went out 
of their way to help novices and visitors get the most out 
of this excursion. 

Penny Lee

PHOTOGROUP EXCURSION, MYALUP 16 
FEBRUARY 2020
Seven members attended, albeit somewhat confused by 
two different start times being circulated. Following local 
advice and a ‘recce’ undertaken a few days before, the 
planned excursion had to be modified. There were no 
shorebirds or even general waterbirds around the lower 
parts of Lake Preston so those attending agreed to head 
further south.

We drove first to the Cathedral Avenue Wetlands on the 
northern east side of the Leschenault Inlet. Stopping 
where views gave hope of some birds, we saw a small 
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flock of Common Greenshanks in company with a Little 
Egret. The only other stop that was particularly fruitful was 
the long groyne where an Osprey circled us and feeding 
dolphins introduced some excitement.

We then headed to Point Duoro. The local council had 
recently upgraded the carpark on the eastern side of the 
Collie River bridge, but access under the bridge was still 
awkward as it is very rocky. That said no-one was unduly 
discomforted and our efforts were rewarded at the Point. 
As we approached the point we noticed a small flock of 
mixed waders on the muddy tide line. They spooked a bit 
but we managed plenty of sightings if not the best photos 
as we were some distance from the birds. However, several 
Grey Plovers, four Terek Sandpipers and a couple of knots 
took our focus. After spooking the Tereks we managed to 
see them again on the eastern end of Bar Island. 

We returned to Myalup and then to the spit. From a brief 
walk through the scrub we could confirm a dearth of bird 
activity around the spit area. A pleasant day despite the 
late change of venue.

Ken Glasson

YANCHEP NATIONAL PARK, 22 FEBRUARY
Eighteen people who were not put off by some light early 
morning rain joined me for the morning's walk in the 
overcast and humid conditions.

The fire that had ravaged the southern and western sides 
of the park had seriously reduced the area that we could 
use for the walk, and there was some concern early when 
I discovered that the northern part of the grassed area on 
the eastern side of the lake was being prepared to hold a 
large fair cum market from midday.

Undeterred we walked along the side of the lake that was 
still available to us and we had excellent views of Scarlet 
and White-breasted Robins and Splendid and White-winged 
Fairy-wrens. Most of the group managed to catch up with 
an obliging Buff-banded Rail. The lake itself had fewer 
birds than usual but we did see Great and Cattle Egrets, 
as well as Yellow-billed Spoonbill, Australian Pelican along 
with Pacific Black and Australian Wood Ducks, Australian 
Shelduck, Grey Teal and Pied Stilt.

Having exhausted our opportunities at the lakeside we 
drove to the Boomerang Gorge area and enjoyed the walk 
there although we added very few species to our list, 
which ended with 42 species recorded.

Clive Nealon

WELLARD WETLANDS, 29 FEBRUARY
After a few days of thunderstorms and rain, Wellard 
was looking a little refreshed though water levels were 
unaffected. Twenty-six of us, including two visitors, soon 
formed into small groups as we meandered round the 
lakes and hides. All the usual waterbirds and bushbirds 
were seen and by morning tea we had 60 species recorded 
though Al’s Crested Pigeon on leaving brought the count to 
61. 
A Common Greenshank which had been seen during a 
‘recce’ gave distant views, Red-capped Parrots kept still 
long enough for the photographers and Black-fronted 
Dotterels were eventually spotted on a far bank. Some 
saw a Sacred Kingfisher. A Whistling Kite was consuming 
something on a bank and the other raptors of the day 
were Brown Goshawk and Swamp Harrier. Many thanks to 
Ron Dibbens for his company and local knowledge on the 
‘recce’ when l stepped in for Charles Merriam as leader

Pauline Woolley

BUNBURY CAMPOUT, 29 FEBRUARY TO 2 
MARCH 2020
A really successful first campout was organised and run by 
Alfred and Hidi Lau, with Sue Abbotts in the wings. Alfred 
and Hidi's local knowledge was an advantage in running 
a great event. Riverside Caravan Park -Eaton, provided 
excellent amenities and good-sized camp sites, in the well 
laid out park. 

The planned itinerary provided the 25 participants, who 
travelled from Perth, Cuballing, York, Pemberton and more 
locally Bunbury and Donnybrook, with excellent coverage 
of the locality and a variety of habitats. These included 
Leschenault Estuary for waders, and Manea Park provided 
bush birds while Big Swamp Parkland had bush birds and 
water birds. At Mangrove Boardwalk a couple unwittingly 
spooked a resting Southern Boobook. Can't say who was 
the most surprised! 

The tide required quite an early start for Point Douro where 
highlights were Terek Sandpiper and Common Greenshank. 
Along the road to Belvedere a Marsh Sandpiper was 
recorded while several raptors species were doing circuits 
over the paddocks. Picton Ecoscape was a delight with 
a range of ducks and other water birds including an 
entertaining family of Australasian Grebe as well as playful 
Australian Reed-Warbler.

The final total was 100 species. There were many special 
birds but the Little Grassbird was a thrill for some and the 
Spotless Crake was well photographed by many.

A very inclusive, friendly and enjoyable long weekend for 
all the participants. Thanks to Alfred and Hidi for all the 
information that they made available. Well done. 

Lynley Davey

BIBRA LAKE, 8 MARCH
It's easy to see why the Bibra Lake walk is so popular. The 
great setting of bush and wetlands generally assures us a 
good variety of birds. No wonder forty of us turned up to 
brave the 8 km march around the park and find 66 bird 
species.

While the water level was low, exposing extensive mud 
flats, there was a good range of water birds including Musk 
Duck and Australasian Shoveler. We saw a few waders 
including Common Greenshank, Red-necked Avocet, Pied 
Stilt and Black-fronted Dotterel. A number of us were 
surprised by the large number of egrets and Yellow-billed 
Spoonbills. For some new bird watchers an added bonus 
was seeing all three species of grebe.

Some of the photographers were kept busy with the good 
variety of bush birds. There were Splendid Fairy-wren, 
Rufous Whistler and Grey Fantail to name just a few. We 
even had a couple of Southern Boobooks pop up at two 
locations in the park. Andrew was fortunate to get a great 
photo of one owl in a tree hollow near our morning tea 
spot.

A highlight for several of us was the little Quendas that 
we found scurrying around in the undergrowth. The fox 
baiting program has obviously made a difference to their 
continued presence in the park.

Thanks to Alan Watson for leading a well organised 
excursion followed by a very relaxing morning tea in the 
shade of some gum trees.

Jill Hobbs

Excursion reports, ctd
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Observatory reports

BROOME BIRD OBSERVATORY

While the world has slowed and locked down, it is business as usual for the shorebirds. 
Flying several thousand kilometres to parts of China, Mongolia and Russia for the purposes of 
breeding would be considered essential travel anyway. Here at the BBO, we have the privilege 
of being able to walk every afternoon between 4pm and 6pm a few hundred metres out our 
door to the cliffs overlooking the Roebuck Bay mudflats for Migration Watch. The BBO has 
been recording data from Migration Watch between March and May for more than 20 
years. When the tide is out, we see migration- ready birds lining up along the mud, standing 
still and not feeding, stretching and flapping their wings, jumping up and down and calling. 
This usually gives us time to focus on them, work out which species they are and count them, before they take flight. 
It is really nice to see the shorebirds in such beautiful and bright breeding plumage. Sometimes they do a few practice 
flights and return to the mud before eventually taking off high to the sky, some flying directly over us. When the tide is 
in, we have to keep our eyes on the sky, watching for any lines of birds flying in a migratory fashion. Once we find a line, 
the trick is to try to get other staff onto it, to count the birds flying and to work out what species they are (and there 
can be more than one species in the formation). Our spot above the cliff is large enough that we can socially distance 
ourselves while watching the birds. 

Migration Watch started on 1st March this year when we heard Eastern Curlews calling as they flew over our campground 
kitchen during our nightly Bird Log. The next couple of weeks were fairly quiet with a few flocks of Eastern Curlews and 
of Greater Sand Plovers being the only migrations recorded aside from a small flock of Common Gull-billed Terns. These 
species kept us on our toes because the Greater Sand Plovers had a habit of flying high in the clouds, appearing to start 
migrating, then turning and disappearing as the sun turned them the same colour as the clouds. Later we would find a 
line on the mudflats with the same number of birds and assume those were the same that had returned. Eventually they 
would migrate and it was a beautiful, twittering sight. Eastern Curlews had a habit of doing a couple of practice flights 
and then waiting until it was dark before actually migrating, in which case we only heard them as they flew over the BBO 
facilities while we were busy inputting the data from that afternoon’s Migration Watch or while we were doing Bird Log.

Things started to kick off, fittingly, on the first night of our Wave the Waders Goodbye course in late March when 
hundreds of Great Knots started to migrate. This continued for the four nights of the course which was the last event 
we were able to hold due to the changing global circumstances. Then things really kicked off at the start of April when 
we had six or seven different species migrating during the same watch for several nights. The first week of April treated 
us to migrations of Grey Plovers, Pacific Golden Plovers, Lesser Sand Plovers, Eastern Curlews, Black-tailed Godwits, 
Common Greenshanks, Terek Sandpipers, Great Knots, Red-necked Stints, Curlew Sandpipers, Common Gull-billed 
Terns and, spectacularly, more than 4500 Bar-tailed Godwits (not all at once - usually in flocks of between 50 and 400 
birds). And the Bar-tailed Godwits just kept going, night after night, with a grand total of 7626 birds seen to migrate. 
Subsequent watches have seen Grey-tailed Tattlers, Red Knots, Broad-billed Sandpipers, Whimbrels, Whiskered Terns 
and one Asian Dowitcher added to the Migration Watch tally, which as of 30 April stands at 20 306 birds. Last year the 
final migration tally was 18 694 so we have already well and truly passed that this year and there are still plenty of Red 
Knots feeding in the bay looking fat, red and ready to go! 

It has been a really nice way to spend our evenings, watching the shorebirds feeding and lining up and then marvelling 
as they swirl over the mud and start to form a ‘V’ formation in the sky before heading north. The ability of these birds 
to make such an arduous and perilous journey is truly remarkable. This year, it is more important than ever to take the 
time to “stop and smell the roses” or, in other words, to stop and watch the birds, through whatever means are possible.

Mattea Taylor, Assistant Warden BBO

MIGRATION WATCH 
Nightly counts of shorebirds departing on migration from Roebuck Bay during the Broome Bird Observatory’s Wave the 
Waders Goodbye course, 20th-24th March 2020. 

Species Fri 20 
Mar

Sat 21 
Mar

Sun 22 
Mar

Mon 23 
Mar

Total

Greater Sand Plover 40 65 97 52 254

Far Eastern Curlew 84 X 84

Great Knott 263 101 379 134 877

Common Greenshank 9 9

TOTAL 376 696 664 23 1224

Note: X = migrating individuals heard over the observatory after migration watch period. 

Destinations: 
• Greater Sand Plovers breed in the steppes and deserts of Central Asia.
• Far Eastern Curlews breed on wet moorlands and bogs in southern Siberia and Manchuria.
• Great Knots breed on the mountainsides of far east Russia.
• Common Greenshanks breed in southern Siberia.
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EYRE BIRD OBSERVATORY

FEBRUARY TO MAY 2020 
The autumn months at Eyre Bird Observatory 
have been dry and hot. We have been informed 
by locals and regular visitors that this is most 
unusual and of course the effects of COVID-19 
have made our three months stay particularly 
strange. Luckily, the birds were not distressed 
and happily continued with their lives, blissfully 
unaware of the concerns occurring around 
them. In fact, they were probably more content 
with limited intrusive birdwatchers upsetting their daily 
activities.

Due to the COVID-19 virus, the Eyre Bird Observatory has 
been closed to visitors for several months and we have 
been fortunate to spend some extra time in ‘lockdown’ 
exploring this beautiful location and enjoying the company 
of the many species of birds found in the area. 

One of the benefits of staying for an extended period is 
that changes in the bird populations have been noted. 
Some birds such as the Blue-breasted Fairy-wrens have 
lost their colours, while others have gained theirs such as 
the rufous-orange shades of Ruddy Turnstone. Some birds 
have left during our three months, such as the Rainbow 
Bee-eaters and Sacred Kingfishers while others such as the 
White-winged Trillers have arrived. 

Even the local residents have varied tremendously in 
numbers. The notorious Major Mitchell’s Cockatoos 
continued to arrive daily in varying numbers from zero to 
eighty. Most mornings and evenings they entertained us 
with their antics on the telegraph pole and wires. However, 
they also caused disappointment when expectant visitors 
arrived to view the Major Mitchell’s and these spectacular 
birds decide not to visit the observatory that day! 
Fortunately, this is a rare occurrence.

New Holland Honeyeaters have varied widely in numbers 
over our three-month period. Sometimes small numbers 
were seen and on other occasions over fifty were noisily 
enjoying the bird baths. When numbers are limited around 
the observatory, greater numbers could be seen in other 
parts of the area such as on the Twilight track. This 
variation in numbers could be due to variable weather 
conditions experienced with our temperatures ranging from 
43.3 to 2.2 degrees C and of course, changes in vegetation 
patterns over the three months.

The distinctive call of the Purple-gaped Honeyeater was 
often heard along the track to Twilight and the North Track 
but rarely around the observatory. More regular visitors to 
the observatory bird baths included Singing Honeyeaters, 
Silvereyes, and Brown and White-eared Honeyeaters. 
Red Wattlebirds and Spiny-cheeked Honeyeaters have 
also been occasional visitors. Larger birds often came in 
for a bath and a drink including Australian Ravens, Grey 
Currawongs and Grey Butcherbirds.

There continues to be a plentiful array of birds found 
on local walks around the observatory. White-browed 
Babblers, Inland Thornbills, Weebills, White-browed 
Scrubwrens, Brush and Common Bronzewings, Fan-tailed 
Cuckoos, Grey Shrike-thrush and the colourful Australian 
Ringnecks were regular sightings. Recently, six Australian 
Ringnecks were observed near the observatory on 
consecutive days. Two Australian Magpies surprised us for 
a few days with a visit. Australian Owlet-nightjar, Tawny 
Frogmouth and Southern Boobook were sometimes seen 

and heard during evening excursions. 

Kanidal Beach and Twilight Cove have 
undergone significant changes in appearance 
during our stay. In the first months the beach 
was clear, white sand and the water was so 
clean you could see sting rays cruising by. Then 
it seemed that overnight the beach became 
completely covered in seaweed, assisted by 
the super high tide at Easter. The bird sightings 

varied significantly during our weekly surveys but still 
produced many of the more common visitors. It was 
rewarding to see the continuing numbers of Red-capped 
Plovers, including seventy-six at Twilight Cove in one 
sighting. Plenty of Pacific and Silver Gulls were observed, 
with flocks of over one hundred and fifty commonly seen. 
Caspian and Crested Terns, Great and Pied Cormorants, 
Sooty and Australian Pied Oystercatchers, Chestnut Teals, 
Sanderlings, Oriental Plovers and five White-faced Herons 
were observed all wading together on one visit. A Ruddy 
Turnstone was seen flicking through the seaweed for 
morsels to eat.

Birds of prey continue to abound. A Brown Falcon, Collared 
Sparrowhawk and Brown Goshawk occasionally visited 
the bird baths, upsetting the local residents. On trips to 
Cocklebiddy, Nankeen Kestrels, Australian Hobbies and 
many Wedge-tailed Eagles were seen regularly beside the 
Eyre Highway, on the Haig track and at the top of the scarp 
near the lookout. Nine Wedge-tailed Eagles were seen on 
one trip in the Cocklebiddy survey area.

Also, along the Haig track, herds of camels have been 
seen, many Emus and numerous kangaroos and bobtails. 
During these trips Mulga Parrots and Australian Ringneck 
were observed and Dusky and Black-faced Woodswallows 
were regular sightings along the Microwave Tower Road. 
An increase in Yellow-throated Miner numbers was always 
observed as one travelled through the Blue Bush Plain, 
Haig Track to Cocklebiddy. On one visit to Cocklebiddy we 
encountered 24 Regent Parrots.

Crystal Ponds continued to produce a variety of interesting 
birds. During our weekly visits, White-winged Fairy-wrens, 
Common and Sharp-tailed Sandpipers, Hooded Plovers, 
Grey Teals, and Pink-eared Ducks were observed. A 
Wedge-tailed Eagle and a Brown Falcon were both seen 
sitting on the surrounding fence on separate occasions.

During visits to Burnabbie, Blue-breasted Fairy-wrens were 
regulars and Wedge-tailed Eagles were often seen soaring 
around the scarp. Western Yellow Robins and a variety of 
honeyeaters, including White-plumed, White-eared and 
Spiny-cheeked were regular sightings at this special and 
historically significant place.

This morning, we were drawn to the bird bath by the 
distinctive call of the Grey Fantail, possibly signalling that 
the cooler months are approaching. How fortunate we have 
been during a time of upheaval and change in the outside 
world, to enjoy the peace and tranquillity and witness the 
rich diversity of birdlife here at Eyre.

Margo and Bruce Pickworth
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Insurance cover for BirdLife activities in 
WA

BWA Executive Committee (BWA EC) has previously 
provided information about insurance cover for BirdLife 
activities in WA (WABN 171, September 2019). Some 
members have commented on the need for additional 
information.

National Office statement about Insurance

• Participants in BirdLife Australia's official activities have 
access to our Public Liability Insurance and Voluntary 
Workers Insurance. 

• "Official" activities are those that the relevant 
Committee or authorised individual is aware of in 
advance and is recognised as a Birdlife Australia activity. 
To be considered "official" the activity must be under 
the control of an authorised BirdLife Australia Member or 
Employee.

• Non-members of BirdLife Australia participating in 
official activities are also covered by the insurance 
policies. Both policies apply Australia-wide. At all 
times participants must act reasonably, i.e. they must 
adhere to safety briefings and wherever practicable 
and reasonable they must not act to cause damage or 
injury nor fail to act where damage or injury could be 
prevented.

BWA EC now considers all proposed BirdLife WA activities 
arranged or managed by volunteers for approval to ensure 
they are official BirdLife business. Those that are approved 
need to be advertised publicly on the national or branch 
calendar of events. We follow this procedure to ensure that 
appropriate levels of risk management are adopted for all 
activities that BirdLife is responsible for.  

BirdLife has $20,000,000 public liability insurance. This 
is for legal costs, expenses and liability to pay damages 
when the organisation or volunteers at official BirdLife 
Australia events are sued by an injured party under 
common law. To ensure cover for participants, they must 
be seen as acting on BirdLife Australia's behalf so signing 
on to the activity is important, confirming briefing on 
safety and other requirements and agreement to follow all 
reasonable requests of the activity leader. 

BirdLife has voluntary workers insurance for volunteers 
of BirdLife Australia involved in, or travelling to, an 
official BirdLife Australia activity. It is a condition of this 
policy that all volunteers are assessed for their ability to 

undertake the required work and that volunteers not be 
requested to perform activities that are clearly beyond 
their experience and ability.

It is important to note that this cover is not a form 
of health insurance and may not be adequate in all 
circumstances. It is recommended by BirdLife Australia 
that participants have private medical insurance. 

To ensure coverage by this policy all participants must sign 
the list of Attendees which should also be confirmation 
that they have been briefed on all health and safety 
aspects of the activity. By signing this record, they are also 
confirming that they believe their health will allow them 
to participate and that they have disclosed any relevant 
medical condition to the activity leader.

Some key points for BirdLife WA:

• BirdLife insurance applies to official activities of BirdLife 
groups. It does not apply to groups that are separately 
constituted.

• BirdLife members participating in an event arranged by 
another organisation should ensure that organisation 
has public liability and volunteer accident insurance. 
They should also ensure that a safety briefing is held 
and participants use their sign-on form.    

• Organisers of an event that BirdLife has been invited 
to attend may request confirmation of BirdLife public 
liability insurance if there is perceived public risk in 
the BirdLife activity. In this situation, we need to 
get clearance for participation from National Office’s 
Corporate Services Manager and then provide a copy 
of the relevant Certificate to the organisers. For these 
reasons, BWA EC requires forward notification of the 
intention of BirdLife members to participate in a way 
that has perceived public risk as a part of an event 
arranged by others.

Specific detail about insurance is difficult to provide 
because each situation is assessed on the circumstances 
at the time. What is most important is to ensure that all 
BirdLife activities are well managed on a risk assessment 
basis, that leaders of activities follow OH&S processes and 
those participating adopt due diligence including disclosure 
of conditions that may put themselves or other participants 
at risk during the activity. 

Please contact a member of BWA EC should you require 
further advice about insurance cover for BirdLife members.

Viv Read 
Chair BirdLife WA Executive Committee

WA Branch Reports

Coming events
At the moment, there are none. The COVID-19 pandemic has caused the cancellation of all 

excursions and camp-outs for the foreseeable future. We are, of course, looking forward to a 
lifting of the restrictions. When that occurs excursions will be resumed and initially they will 
be announced through the Birdlife WA eNews that is distributed via email. If you do not 
currently receive these emails then send an email to - wa@birdlife.org.au – and ask to be 

added to the mailing list for eNews. 
Excursions Committee BWA.

No monthly meetings (with speakers) are scheduled for the foreseeable future. 
Andrew Hobbs, BWA EC .
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Spotless Crake at Big Swamp, Bunbury, p47, photo by 
Alfred Lau

Wedge-tailed Eagle, Eyre Bird Observatory, p 49, photo by 
Margo Pickworth

Singing Honeyeater, Eyre Bird Observatory, p 49, 
photo by Margo Pickworth
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Out in the field

Bibra Lake Excursion, p 46, photo by Alan WatsonAlcoa Community Cockatoo Recovery Project workshop at 
Mundijong, hosted by Landcare SJ, p 12, photo by A Peck

Leschenault Bird Group First outing. in 2011, photo by Chris Tate

Shorebird Identification Workshop, Separation Point, p 44 BirdLife Midwest Group at Wooleen Station


