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Front cover: Australasian Bittern, photo by DBCA Biodiversity Conservation Science, Senior Technical Officer Alan Clarke

Members in the field

Bunbury group excursion, p37, photo by Alfred Lau Cocanarup monitoring team, p16, photo by Sarah Comer

This Silver-crowned Friarbird was well south-west of its normal 
range when it was seen at Derby. Photo by Beryl Ah Chee

Yellow-plumed Honeyeater, Warradale and Collins Road, 
photo by Ken Glasson 

Baigup excursion, p43, photo by Penny Lee Piesse Brook excursion, p43, photo by Alfred Lau
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C o n t e n t s

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, 2019

Chair:  Mr Viv Read

Vice Chair: Dr Mike Bamford

Secretary: Lou Scampoli

Treasurer: Beverly Winterton

Committee: Alasdair Bulloch, Max Goodwin, Mark Henryon, 
Andrew Hobbs, Jennifer Sumpton and one vacancy (due to 
resignation of Plaxy Barratt)

Northern Shrike-tit, Munga Track, East Kimberley, photo by 
John Baas 
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Analysis of Five Years of Continuous Bird Data 
from the Great Western Woodlands

INTRODUCTION
BirdLife Australia’s Great Western Woodlands (GWW) project started in 2012 when we first asked volunteers to head out 
to the largest temperate woodland on Earth to conduct bird surveys so that we could start to get an understanding of 
what is happening to the bird population in this internationally significant region.
The initial part of the project was funded until the start of 2015 at which point the GWW volunteer committee formed 
to continue running the surveys so that we would continue to receive data for a minimum of ten years. As of last year 
(2018) we had gathered a full five years of data and so the GWW committee applied for and received a grant from the 
Australian Bird Environment Foundation in order to run analyses on population trends and species distributions using the 
results we had gathered so far.

TREND ANALYSIS
6,765 bird surveys were conducted in the GWW from 1 
January 2012 to 11 June 2018 (Figure 1), consisting of 
4,180 2ha surveys (62%), 1,382 area searches (20%), 
995 incidentals (15%) and 208 other survey types (3%). 
Thanks to the hard work of our volunteers more surveys 
have been conducted in the GWW in the last six years than 
in the previous 111 years combined.
Approximately half (2,255) of 2ha 20min surveys 
conducted in the GWW were from the fixed survey sites 
set up for the project. A total of 248 fixed sites were 
surveyed, with the nine survey areas being visited 
approximately 68 times, and an estimated 204,000km 
being travelled by volunteers – the equivalent of one car 
travelling around the world five times or driving over half 
way to the moon! 
201 bird species were recorded in total, constituting 93% 
of the 217 species that have been recorded in the GWW 
since 1901. Weebill was the most commonly recorded 
species, found in almost half of all surveys (Table 1). Not 
surprisingly for an Australian woodland habitat, eight of 
the 20 most common species were honeyeaters.
When the data were analysed all together, the highest 
number of species were recorded in early 2013 and 
2016, with a dip in between (Figure 2). This most likely 
corresponds to a low rainfall year in 2015 (Figure 3) which 
likely reduced the numbers of many species at this time. 
Five years is too short a period of time, especially in arid 
regions, to identify any long-term changes in population 
size due to the long weather cycles and strong influence 
from occasional drought or high rainfall periods. Within 
just this five year period, 57% of species showed no 
change in reporting rate, 31% showed a negative trend, 
and 12% showed a positive trend. With more years of data 
we expect to find that the majority of species will show no 
long term population trends.
Since five years is not long enough to identify long-term 
changes in population, analysis was also conducted using 
additional data collected as part of the Bird Atlas prior to 
2012. Twenty years of data (1998 – 2018) were analysed, 
with the results finding that 72% of species showed no 
change in reporting rate, 16% showed a negative trend, 
and 12% showed a positive trend. Interestingly, many of 
the species that showed significant negative trends are 
species which typically benefit from human disturbance, 
for example Crested Pigeon, Pied Butcherbird, Willie 
Wagtail, and Yellow-throated Miner, while many of the 
species that showed significant positive trends are 
species which are typically negatively impacted by human 
disturbance, for example Redthroat, Shy Heathwren, 
Weebill. However, this result may be an artefact of the 
data since a higher proportion of surveys was conducted 
closer to towns prior to 2012. Additional years of data 
using the robust survey methodology of conducting repeat 

surveys at the fixed survey sites will help to answer this 
question.

Figure 1. Locations of all surveys conducted in the Great 
Western Woodlands from 1 January 2012 to 11 June 2018.

Figure 2. Average number of species recorded per site from 
2012
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Table 1. Twenty most commonly recorded species in the Great 
Western Woodlands

Species
% of 

surveys 
recorded

Weebill 46.0

Striated Pardalote 37.6

Red Wattlebird 34.1

Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater 22.9

Australian Ringneck 22.7

White-eared Honeyeater 22.1

Yellow-plumed Honeyeater 22.0

White-fronted Honeyeater 21.2

Grey Shrike-thrush 18.6

Inland Thornbill 16.9

Australian Raven 16.4

Singing Honeyeater 14.9

Grey Currawong 14.7

Crested Bellbird 14.2

Brown Honeyeater 14.1

Grey Butcherbird 12.9

Yellow-throated Miner 11.9

Willie Wagtail 10.8

Purple-crowned Lorikeet 10.6

Rufous Treecreeper 9.3

Figure 3. Annual rainfall recorded at Kalgoorlie Boulder Airport 
from 2012 - 2018

DISTRIBUTION MAPPING
We were interested to know how important the GWW is to a 
number of bird species within a West Australian context. This 
was done by calculating how much of their distribution within 
WA is covered by the GWW. The Extent of Occurrence and 
Area of Occupancy (see Figure 4) for 11 species were mapped 
and then the percent of this distribution falling within the 
boundaries of the GWW was calculated (Table 2).

Figure 4. A - mapped species records; B – line enclosing all 
records, showing total Extent of Occurrence; C – hashed grid 
cells where records occurred, showing Area of Occupancy

The species to which the GWW is the most important in 
Western Australia is the Gilbert’s Whistler (Figure 5). 91% of 
their distribution, based on Area of Occupancy, is within the 
GWW. There are very few records outside the GWW and they 
are known to be locally extinct in much of the wheatbelt. The 
GWW is therefore very important for the continued survival of 
Gilbert’s Whistlers in Western Australia (note that the Gilbert’s 
Whistler also occurs in South Australia, Victoria and New 
South Wales – this analysis was only looking at distribution 
within Western Australia). If the GWW were heavily 
impacted then this species would exhibit a serious and likely 
unsustainable, decline in numbers in WA. It’s only because of 
the continued existence of the large tract of intact woodland 
in the GWW that the Gilbert’s Whistler continues to thrive in 
Western Australia.

The GWW is also very important for the eastern subspecies 
of the Western Rosella, with 64% of their Area of Occupancy 
within the GWW (Figure 6). This species does not occur 
outside of Western Australia and the eastern subspecies 
is thought to have declined significantly in numbers in the 
wheatbelt region.

The distributions of two species clearly show the impact that 
extensive vegetation clearing in the WA wheatbelt has had 
on their numbers – Rufous Treecreeper and Yellow-plumed 
Honeyeater (Figures 7 and 8). Both species historically 
occurred from the forests of the south-west through to the 
woodlands in the GWW. However, mapping clearly shows how 
they are now mostly absent from the wheatbelt and they are 
known to be locally extinct in many wheatbelt areas.

The WA subspecies of the Shy Heathwren is listed as Near 
Threatened in the Action Plan of Australian Birds, so with 
42% of their Area of Occupancy within the GWW, the GWW is 
particularly important for the long-term survival of this species 
in Western Australia (Figure 9).



Page 6 Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 172 December 2019

Analysis of Five Years of Continuous Bird Data from the Great Western Woodlands, ctd

Table 2. Total Extent of Occurrence (EOO) and Area of Occupancy (AOO) in Western Australia, and percentage of that area within 
the Great Western Woodlands

Total EOO in WA (km2) Total AOO in 
WA (km2)

% EOO in 
GWW

% AOO in 
GWW

% AOO in 
GWW

Blue-breasted Fairy-wren 485872 3564 32.9 24

Chestnut Quail-thrush 1095084 1292 14.1 73.1

Gilbert’s Whistler 427228 1212 61.3 90.6

Malleefowl 981788 1144 16.2 22.4

Purple-crowned Lorikeet 562331 8500 28.4 35.3

Rufous Treecreeper 615533 5008 25.4 31.2

Shy Heathwren 462698 1340 34.3 42.1

Southern Scrub-robin 546270 2604 29.1 27.2

Western Rosella 287376 8376 30.4 3.4

Western Rosella eastern subspecies only 158834 452 55.0 63.7

White-eared Honeyeater 530512 7312 30.1 51.6

Yellow-plumed Honeyeater 468103 6708 34.1 59.5

Figure 5. Gilbert’s Whistler records in south-west Western 
Australia (blue dots), Extent of Occurrence (grey polygon), 
and boundary of the Great Western Woodlands (red line)

Figure 6. Western Rosella records (blue dots), Extent of 
Occurrence (grey polygon), and boundary of the Great 
Western Woodlands (red boundary). Red line indicates 
approximate division between eastern and western 
subspecies

Figure 7. Rufous Treecreeper records in south-west Western 
Australia (blue dots), Extent of Occurrence (grey polygon), 
and boundary of the Great Western Woodlands (red line)

Figure 8. Yellow-plumed Honeyeater records in south-west 
Western Australia (blue dots), Extent of Occurrence (grey 
polygon), and boundary of the Great Western Woodlands 
(red line)
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Figure 9. Shy Heathwren records in south-west Western 
Australia (blue dots), Extent of Occurrence (grey polygon), and 
boundary of the Great Western Woodlands (red line) 

Dear Editors,

Just a short note to say what a great contribution Margaret 
Philippson has made to the WA Group helping WABN (along 
with the rest of the editorial team) become the important 
publication it is today. She will be missed. I have found 
WABN to be a far more interesting and valuable publication 
than Wingspan/Australian birdlife. It has useful information 
which is really hard to find in Australian birdlife and 
balances the obvious east coast bias in that publication. 

I don’t know whether it is to become a permanent part of 
WABN but I found the larger font in the current issue to be 
rather jarring and a waste of valuable space.

On another matter, I was saddened to read in the previous 
WABN of the passing of Max Bailey. We spent some time 
together working the office during the nineties. He was 
a good friend who unfortunately I had not seen for some 
time. 

Peter Sandilands

Editors note: The larger font will not be continued as it 
increases the number of pages and hence the cost.

Letters to the editors

CONCLUSION
Based on our analyses the bird populations in the 
GWW appear to be predominantly stable and in 
good condition, particularly in comparison to the 
neighbouring wheatbelt region. 72% of species 
analysed showed stable population sizes over time 
in the GWW compared to only 34% in the wheatbelt 
(based on a study done by Saunders & Ingram in 
1995). 

Several species with high numbers in the GWW are 
known to be locally extinct in many parts of the 
wheatbelt, and at least eight species rely heavily on 
the GWW for their continued persistence in Western 
Australia with over 30% of their distributions covered 
by the GWW. It is because of the continued existence 
of this large, intact area of temperate woodland 
that these species continue to thrive and are not 
listed as threatened species. The GWW needs to 
continue being protected from threats such as mining, 
vegetation clearing, fragmentation, feral pests and 
disease, and unmanaged fires to ensure the long-term 
survival of the many bird species that call this area 
home.

The GWW Committee wishes to thank the ABEF for 
providing the funding to undertake this work

Liz Fox

Gavin White
MRB5813 
AU31609

Ph: 0448 975 586
For servicing and repairs to all 

makes of  vehicles
Specialising in air conditioners, 

servicing and repairs

White Torque Pty Ltd
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Book review
AUSTRALIAN BIRD NAMES – ORIGINS AND 
MEANINGS (SECOND EDITION)
By Ian Fraser and Jeannie Gray. 
2019. CSIRO Publishing, Clayton South, Vic. 368 pages, 
244 x 169 mm. Paperback, $54.99. 
ISBN 9781486311637.
This wonderful book by Ian Fraser and Jeannie Gray fills 
a niche in the available bird literature as it seeks, and 
achieves admirably, to explain in depth how the Latin 
and English names of our Australian birds came about, 
and details the people from all walks of life who collected 
and studied birds, often under very difficult conditions. 
Biographical notes of those distant explorers add interest 
to the tale, people like John Latham, John Lewin, John 
Gould and John Leach, amongst many others. Current 
common names as well as early regional names are listed. 
If you are wondering what a Dick, Dick, the Devil is, or a 
howling jackass, or even a doubtful reed-bellower, then 
this is the book for you.
The illustrations for this book are taken from the 
Companion to Gould’s Handbook; or, Synopsis of the Birds 
of Australia by Silvester Diggles, published in Brisbane 
in 1877. The detail and accuracy of his illustrations are 
incredible.
This second edition follows the International Ornithological 
Committee listing, version 8.2 in line with the latest 
Australian Bird Guide by Menkhorst et al. (2017). The first 
edition followed the listing of Christidis and Boles.
Birders familiar with the older field guides will find that 
there are about 55 new species added to the Australian 
list which seems a lot but this reflects the enthusiasm 
of birders who are now visiting the small islands to the 
north where vagrants are regularly blown off course in 
bad weather or overshoot their intended destination. 
Another 21 species have been added to the list by means 
of the taxonomic splitting of existing species. Some of 
these splits are the result of new DNA information, and 
some are due to geographical separation, for example 
Western Whistler and Gilbert’s Honeyeater. Species 
that have been split include quail-thrushes, Rainbow 
Lorikeet and Variegated Fairy-wren. The honeyeater 
genus Lichenostomus has also been split into a number of 
genera. The Latin and English names of all these additional 
species have been fully covered in the second edition of 
Australian Bird Names. 
Australian Bird Names is not a book to read from cover 
to cover in one sitting, but a book to be dipped into and 
savoured, one which can be referred to regularly with 
much enjoyment and which will add a completely new 
dimension to your birding. Christmas is looming on the 
horizon and birthdays come around regularly, so keep 
this book in mind for that birder friend of yours who has 
everything! 

Libby McGill
Reference
Menkhorst, P., Rogers, D., Clarke, R., Davies, J., Marsack, 

P. and Franklin, K. (2017). ‘The Australian Bird 
Guide’. (CSIRO: Clayton South, Vic.)

BIRD BONDS: Sex, mate-choice and cognition in 
Australian native birds.’
By Gisela Kaplan
2019. Published by Macmillan, Pan Macmillan Australia 
Pty Ltd, Sydney, NSW. 354 pages, 150X230 mm, coloured 
photographs, figures. Soft cover, RRP: $34.99.
ISBN: 9781760554200.
Gisela Kaplan, the author of this fascinating book, is an 
Emeritus Professor in Animal Behaviour at the University 
of New England, New South Wales. Her 250 research 

articles and 22 books reflect her ground-breaking research 
into vocal learning, communication and cognition of birds 
and other vertebrates. In ‘Bird Bonds’ she is doing what 
she has done in much of her career: being a public voice 
for science on wildlife, especially native birds. This voice is 
presented in a style and language that anyone interested 
in natural history can understand. The arguments she 
presents draw on over 600 cited references, backed by a 
comprehensive index and glossary.
The opening chapter presents a clear and succinct outline 
of Australia, Gondwana specifically, as the source of avian 
evolution. The history of changes in thinking about this 
topic is briefly outlined, highlighting that the ‘new finding 
about radiation to Asia, Africa, Eurasia and beyond’ (p.8) 
raises many questions. Aspects of the life history of the 
Australian species with ancient lineages are discussed 
such as the high percentage of cooperative breeders. 
She provocatively asks if some of the no- or one-parent 
breeding models represents a pattern that may have been 
common in the Cretaceous period. 
Kaplan argues that the significance of vocal learning 
in increased survival, better mating success, in social 
interaction, place birds in one of the few groups of vocal 
learners that includes humans, cetaceans and elephants. 
There are examples of research in social learning in birds, 
and the part that memory plays in this, both with humans 
and birds. The work of neuroscientists is briefly outlined, 
giving the specific examples of the number of papers 
published on Zebra Finch vocal learning. Brain plasticity 
in vocal acquisition is discussed with an example given of 
a Sulphur-crested Cockatoo learning new sounds from 40 
years of age. 
The chapter on mating systems and sexual selection 
suggests to me that humans have much to learn from 
birds. Whilst male birds may compete for a partner this 
rarely involves fighting in Australian land birds. This, 
and the following chapters, produce evidence to show 
that partnering in Australian land birds is gentle, non-
combative and possibly cognitively and emotionally 
complex. The Australian Magpie and Superb Fairy-wren are 
given as examples of partnership being judged by access 
to food sources, not plumage or song or ornaments. 
Forget about the diamond ring.
Throughout the book a comparison is drawn with human 
characteristics which bring in a heightened level of interest 
for the reader, for example at least 97 percent of more 
than 10,000 species pair bond with a mate. Here in 
Western Australia we see this with our beloved Carnaby’s 
Black-Cockatoo, demonstrated particularly with their 
allopreening. Bonding rituals of other species such as Black 
Swan are illustrated with text and black and white images. 
The importance of bird detectability odours is suggested 
in some of the recent research cited. An example is given 
of the North American male Dark-eyed Junco showing that 
those with larger preen glands had more breeding success. 
In Australia there seems to have been little work on this 
concept other than with the Musk Duck.
The socially tantalizing question is raised, with the 
opportunity to study this, as to whether or not any 
Australian parrots or songbirds have independent sex lives 
such as copulation when reproduction is not necessarily 
the goal. Kaplan suggests that the species suitable for 
such research would be the opportunistic breeders such as 
Budgerigars and again makes a comparison with human 
society and its social constraints (p.134). The colour 
photographs of difference between species exhibiting 
mating and courtship rituals are well chosen with clear 
explanatory text. Just to ensure that the reader is not 
nodding off, Kaplan puts the proposition that the loss of 
the penis in birds was not a loss but an evolutionary step 
against competition between the sexes, that is sex for 
reproduction or recreation, had to be an agreed event.
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The comparison with humans continues in the discussion 
on bird vision, particularly colour vision. A figure showing 
the cross section of the retina helps to explain some of 
the research discussed in this section. Delhey’s work on 
plumage colours in 500 Australian species is described 
in some detail suggesting that sexual dimorphism via 
plumage colours affects only 28% of native birds. In this 
detailed chapter Kaplan concludes that the jury is still 
out on whether or not colour is a major variable in mate 
choice. She entertainingly draws a comparison between 
humans and birds ‘falling for the wrong guy on the basis of 
seemingly desirable traits’ (p.181).
Kaplan goes on to argue that long-lasting pair bonds in 
birds is a remarkable reproductive choice and shared only 
by humans and a small group of mammals. She questions 
whether researchers have overlooked a whole set of other 

criteria apart from the usual criteria of plumage, song or 
performance in partner selection. Examples are given of 
research on emotion in birds, going back to Konrad Lorenz 
work in the 1960s. Arguments on emotional intelligence 
in birds are outlined with brief description of the key 
research, backed by clear figures. Again a comparison is 
drawn between human monogamous pair bonding and 
birds with familiarity being a significant factor. She notes 
that there is a lack of published research in Australia on 
monogamy in birds. 
This interesting book concludes that it has ‘hopefully 
shown that there is a tradition of Australian birds sticking 
together and triumphing over adversity because of 
affection, cooperation and enduring social monogamies, 
rewarding the pairs with surviving offspring, extraordinary 
long lifespans and large brains’ (p.265).

Suzanne Mather

Observations
This list has been compiled by the WA Records Officer with input from the WA Records Committee. Metropolitan suburbs 
or shires are in parentheses. Please report interesting observations the WA Records Officer, John Graff (wasightings@
birdlife.org.au) or to the BirdLife WA office (9383 7749). Sightings are included on the BirdLife WA sightings page (http://
birdswa.org.au/sightings.htm) as soon as possible, and the most interesting are selected for inclusion in the next WABN.

Includes records received up to and including 10th October. 

HIGHLIGHTS
A quieter quarter as the exceptional seabird activity of the previous quarter dropped off, and with the summer vagrant 
season only just kicking off. The highlight was the first record of Eurasian Teal for Western Australia (and mainland 
Australia) in the Pilbara. The bird was a stunning male, initially seen over several days associating with a Grey Teal at 
Harding Dam near Roebourne in August. In September, likely the same bird was seen again near Port Hedland but it was 
not re-sighted after the initial sighting. Subsequent searches for it did yield a Garganey and a juvenile Little Stint. Two 
other Little Stints were also recorded from the Broome region.

Along with the teal and Garganey, over 1,000 Pink-eared Ducks were present at the sewage ponds in South Hedland, 
perhaps refugees from the drought in eastern Australia. Large numbers of Freckled Ducks near Katanning and 
Esperance may also be a result of the drought. A dry year in northern Australia may also have influenced some local bird 
movements, with several records of Silver-crowned Friarbird west of their usual range in the Kimberley, and a second 
record of Pacific Baza for the Broome region.

In the south-west, there was another influx of arid zone nomads into the Wheatbelt, with a few including a White-fronted 
Honeyeater and Masked Woodswallows reaching the outskirts of Perth.

METROPOLITAN (UBD 
Street Directory)
Wandering Whistling-Duck – 1, 

28/07/19 & 05/09/19, Herdsman 
Lake (Herdsman) – BM & WM 
(vagrant to south-western 
Australia; see also WABN 164, 170-
171; photographs)

Royal Spoonbill – 1, 30/08-
05/09/18, Len Howard Reserve 
(Erskine) – NH, SMA et al. (rare 
in south-western Australia; 
photographs)

Intermediate Egret – 1, 01-
06/08/19, Herdsman Lake 
(Herdsman) – RT, MO et al. * 
1, 07/09-04/10/19, North Lake 
(North Lake) – JW, AW et al. 
(rare in south-western Australia; 
photographs)

Hooded Plover – 1 juvenile, 
10/10/19, Long Point (Port 
Kennedy) – BM (rare in the 
metropolitan area)

Common Noddy – 1, 04/10/19, 

Sorrento Surf Club (Sorrento) – BR 
(uncommon this far south)

Bridled Tern – 375, 04/10/19, 
Sorrento Surf Club (Sorrento) – BR 
(high count away from breeding 
colonies; observed during passage 
of strong low pressure system)

“Commic” Tern – 1, 11/09/19, 
Woodman Point (Munster) - JDC 
(identification under discussion; 
photographs)

Black Kite – 1, 21/07/19 & 27/07/19, 
ALCOA Wellard Wetlands (Baldivis) 
– MN & NH * 1, 31/07/19, The 
Vines (Ellenbrook) – WM (rare 
visitor to south-west)

Western Rosella – 2, 21/07/19, 
ALCOA Wellard Wetlands (Baldivis) 
– MN (very rare on the coastal 
plain near Perth; see also WABN 
171)

White-fronted Honeyeater – 
1, 30/09/19, Ashfield Flats 
(Bassendean) – JD (rare visitor to 
metropolitan area; photographs)

Pied Butcherbird – 1, 16/09/19, 

Woodman Point (Munster) – JDC 
(rare visitor to metropolitan area)

SOUTH WEST (Shark Bay 
to Cape Arid)
Freckled Duck – 46, 13/07/19, 

Esperance Golf Course (Esperance) 
– LGi & SE * 420, 14/07/19; 
355, 10/08/19; 230, 25/08/19; 
235, 22/09/19; 260, 03/10/19; 
175,06/10/19, Coblinine NR 
(Katanning) – DS & SE (high 
counts)

Black Bittern – 1, 23/06/19, Hoffman 
Mill (Harvey) – PM (rarely reported 
in south-west)

Intermediate Egret – 1, 14/09/19, 
Lake Needonga, Bindoon 
(Chittering) – CF (rare in south-
west) 

Masked Lapwing – 20, 13/07/19, 
Esperance Golf Course (Esperance) 
– LGi & SE (high count, now 
established in Esperance region)

Ruff – 1, 02/10/19, Bob’s Lake 
(Cranbrook) – SE (scarce migrant 
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to Western Australia; photographs)

Common Gull-billed Tern – 1, 
30/09/19, Lake Ninan (Wongan-
Ballidu) – LB & CM (rarely reported 
in the south-west; rarely reported 
inland; photographs)

Red-backed Kingfisher – 1, 
10/08/19; 22/08/19, Johnston 
Rd, near Yarloop (Harvey) – BRu 
& KG (vagrant to far south-west; 
photographs)

Bourke’s Parrot – 1, 01/10/19, 
Reynoldson Reserve (Wongan-
Ballidu) – RA et al. (south-west 
of usual range; rare visitor to the 
Wheatbelt; photographs)

Masked Woodswallow – 32, 
03/10/19, overhead Morangup 
(Toodyay) – ASR (scarce visitor to 
the inner Wheatbelt)

ARID ZONE
GARGANEY – 1 female or immature 

male, 27/09/19, South Hedland 
Wastewater Treatment Plant (Port 
Hedland) – SF, JKe, JKi et al. 
(formerly scarce migrant, now 
vagrant to Western Australia; 
photographs)

Chestnut Teal – 1 male, 26/09/18, 
South Hedland Wastewater 
Treatment Plant (Port Hedland) – 
JG & NB (rare visitor to the Pilbara 
region)

EURASIAN TEAL – 1 breeding 
plumaged male, 22-24/08/19, 
Harding Dam (Roebourne) – RB, 
PMa et al. * 1 male, 20/09/19, 
South Hedland Wastewater 
Treatment Plant (Port Hedland) – 
JG & NB (1st records for Western 

Australia and mainland Australia; 
subject to BARC acceptance; both 
records likely to involve the same 
individual; photographs)

White-tailed Tropicbird – 1, 
04/10/19, Coral Bay (Exmouth) – 
JL (vagrant to Western Australia; 
see also WABN 166, 168)

Pheasant Coucal – 1, 01/08/19, 
Gascoyne River, east of Chinaman 
Pool (Carnarvon) – LG (west of 
usual range)

Brolga – 12, 13/08/19, Lyndon River, 
Coral Bay road (Exmouth) – PW 
(south-west of usual range)

Little Stint – 1 juvenile, 26/09/18, 
South Hedland Wastewater 
Treatment Plant (Port Hedland) – 
JG & NB (scarce migrant to Western 
Australia; photographs)

Regent Parrot – 4, 27/07/19, c. 65 
km south of Carnarvon (Carnarvon) 
– DJ (edge of usual range)

KIMBERLEY 
Chestnut Teal – 1 male, 16/09-

07/10/19, Broome South 
Wastewater Treatment Plant 
(Broome) – NJ et al. (rare visitor to 
the Kimberley; photographs)

Little Ringed Plover – 1, 13-
28/09/19, Crescent Lake (Broome) 
– GS et al. (scarce migrant to 
Western Australia; photographs)

Little Stint 
– 1 adult, 
12/09/19, 
Roebuck Bay 
(Broome) – 
NJ et al. * 1, 

28/09/19, Crescent Lake (Broome) 
– GS (scarce migrant to Western 
Australia; photographs)

Pacific Baza – 1, 18/08/19, Crescent 
Lake (Broome) – GS (south-west 
of usual range; 2nd record for 
Broome)

Silver-crowned Friarbird – 1, 
17/09/19, Joon Jo Botanical Walk, 
Derby (Derby-West Kimberley) – 
FM * 3, c. 30/09/19, Derby (Derby-
West Kimberley) – BAC * 1-2, 
06/10/19, Twelve Mile (Broome) – 
NK, CH et al. (west of usual range; 
1st confirmed record for Broome 
region; photographs)

White-backed Swallow – 1, 
03-04/07/19, Broome South 
Wastewater Treatment Plant 
(Broome) – AB et al. (rare visitor 
to the Kimberley; 5th record for 
Broome region; photographs)

COCOS (KEELING) 
ISLANDS
Northern Pintail – 1, Sept ‘19, 

Horsburgh Island and occasionally 
West Island – GC (vagrant to 
Australian territory; see also WABN 
161-162, 166-167, 170

Javan Pond Heron – 1, Aug-Sep 
’19, West Island – GC (vagrant to 
Australian territory, present for last 
three years)

OBSERVERS
AB = Adrian Boyle
ASR = Alan & Sandy Rose
AW = Alan Watson
BAC = Beryl Ah Chee
BM = Brad Maryan
BR = Bill Rutherford
BRu = Bill Russell
CF = Colin Ferrell 
CH = Chris Hassell
CM = Caroline Mynott
DJ = Darryl Jones
DS = David Secomb
GC = Geof Christie
GS = George Swann
JD = Jamie Dolphin
JDC = Jan & Dave Crossley
JG = John Graff
JKe = Josh Keen
JKi = Jacinta King
JL = Jen Lang
JW = Jordan Webber
KG = Ken Glasson
LB = Lee Beavis
LG = Les George

LGi = Linda Giblett
MN = Mark Newman
MO = Margot Oorebeek
NB = Nathan Beerkens
NH = Nick Hart
NJ = Nigel Jackett
NK = Nyil Khwaja
PM = Peter Morris
PMa = Phil Maher
PW = Pauline Woolley
RA = Robin Ashford
RB = Roksana Boreli
RT = Ray Turnbull
SMA = Shelley & Meir 
Altman
SF = Stewart Ford
WM = Wynton Maddeford

Glenlynn Cottages
80 Press Road, Glenlynn. 

WA 6256
 

• Four, two bedroomed cottages, sleeping up to 6  
people.

• Fully self contained.
• Wood heater and reverse cycle air conditioning..
• Balcony and BBQ.
• Beautiful walks in the native forest adjoining 

the property.
• Large dam and abundant bird life on 120 acres.
• Just 5km south of Beautiful Bridgetown and 

close to Pemberton and the Southern 
Forests.

• Special rates for group bookings

Bridget & Tony  Millington
Mbl: 0417 988 369
Ph: (08) 9761 2246
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CHAIR’S REPORT
Many will have taken the opportunity to be out during 
spring, birding and enjoying a remarkable wildflower 
season in many areas. With flowering come insects and 
birds, but then I have heard it observed that insect 
numbers are comparatively low this year. There are 
reports that insect populations are rapidly declining 
globally. I also understand that there are now very few 
entomologists and no Australian tertiary education courses 
for entomology so there could well be significant changes 
occurring to insect populations that we know little about. 
However, we do know that any decline in insects is 
significant for the future of birds.

I recently enjoyed extended time in the southern 
rangelands, first staying coastal while it was hot, then 
traversing the Murchison region. Conspicuous as a 
lighthouse was an Osprey nest at Red Bluff, north of 
Quobba Homestead. This huge construction has withstood 
cyclonic winds and is now adorned with two flags – tea 
towels taken from the warden’s clothesline! A good 
description of Osprey nests around the Peel Harvey 
estuary was provided in the last WABN by Marcus Singor. 
It would be good to have state-wide knowledge reported 
for the breeding of this remarkable raptor. 

After camping a few days on Wooleen Station by the 
Murchison River, I appreciated the potential for large-
scale bird habitat enhancement through an alternative 
approach to pastoral lease management. Reduced grazing 
by macropods, feral goats and livestock combined with 
control of foxes provided observable opportunity for birds 
to flourish. The State Government is currently considering 
additions to the conservation estate through its Plan for 
our Parks. BirdLife WA has made a significant submission 
for this, including consideration for conservation in the 
rangelands. The rangelands bird survey information that 
has been compiled by members over several decades 
has been made available for government to use in their 
additional park assessment processes. We will follow up 
on the position that the government takes to ensure we 
maximise the opportunity for bird conservation in the 
rangelands. I look forward to your opinions on what more 
we could do in this area.

I have come to recognise another distinctive characteristic 
of BirdLife WA – excursions. An interstate visitor’s 
exclamation was one of surprise that a branch would 
have at least an excursion a week. In fact, we have many 
more than that. At the October meeting, EC approved 
18 excursions for a 5-week period. Of these, 12 were 
arranged by six different regional groups. The Excursions 
Committee, led by Sue Abbotts, arranges regular 
excursions for members. These are not restricted to the 
Perth metropolitan area. Excursions provide a wonderful 
opportunity for members and supporters, new and 
experienced, to share information and build birding skills. 
We appreciate the opportunity that these arrangements 
provide for Western Australians.

In this edition, we include a statement of what BWA 
Executive Committee represents and what we do. I have 
found from discussions that not many members are aware 
of our role. The BirdLife Australia branch structure takes 
a while to fully appreciate, especially here in WA where 
there are staff employed delivering the National Office-
based ‘WA Program’, combined with our historic propensity 
to want to do things our own way here in the west. It 
has taken quite a few iterations in consultation with our 
National Office staff and others to make clear the roles and 
responsibilities that we have. We are a significant part of 
organised national effort for bird conservation in Australia 
based largely on the passion and interests of members 
and volunteers, as well as staff. It is worth taking the time 
to understand the model we are working within because 
in my view, it has gained recognition and is effective in 
representing the needs of birds and birdwatching. I hope 
that this article clarifies the role of EC for members. You 
are encouraged to raise any issue you may have about it 
with myself or other EC members.

Your efforts are appreciated.

Viv Read
Chair BWA

Digital photographs, maps and graphs
IMPORTANT UPDATE!

Photos for use in WABN need to be received as INDIVIDUAL HIGH QUALITY FILES

PHOTO SIZE should be not less than 300 ppi, with a file size of at least 600 kb, Preferably 
over 1 mb).

PLEASE DO NOT embed photos, maps or graphs into pdf or word docs, or into emails

The preferred way to submit these types of files is a separate attachment to 
an email. More than 1 email may need to be sent to get all your files across
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BIRDLIFE WA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE - 
WHAT WE DO!
Purpose of BirdLife WA
The common purpose of BirdLife Australia, including the 
network of Branches and Groups across Australia, is to 
advance the conservation, understanding and appreciation 
of Australia’s birds and their habitats.
Within this context, the primary purpose of BirdLife WA 
(BWA) is to build community capacity to protect and 
enhance a future for birds in Western Australia. BWA 
Executive Committee (BWA EC) co-operates with BirdLife 
Australia to develop and deliver WA volunteer-led activities 
that contribute to the implementation of the national 
strategy, including through community engagement 
processes. A first step in these processes is fostering 
individual interest in birds, birds in nature and birding.
The community of Western Australia is considered broadly 
to be all who live or visit this state including BirdLife 
Australia supporters (members, volunteers and donors) 
who live in the west, the government, institutional and 
other organisational structures that define the laws, 
practices and cultures as they relate to bird conservation.

The role of the BWA Executive Committee
The BWA EC provides leadership within the community 
of Western Australia for the purpose of fostering BirdLife 
supporter (e.g. members and volunteers) and community 
interest in birds and contributing to the conservation of 
birds and their habitat. We do this together with BirdLife 
Australia staff, including program staff based in WA, and 
BirdLife Australia supporters who make up the Branch and 
regional or associated groups in WA.

What members and the community can 
expect of BWA EC 
Recognising that BWA EC is a voluntary leadership team 
within a community-based charity organisation, BirdLife 
supporters and the community can reasonably expect 
BWA EC to undertake the following directly for WA and 
contribute to national BirdLife efforts: 
1. Advocate for birds and their habitat requirements 

through organised campaigns often in conjunction with 
BirdLife Australia staff,

2. Respond to state and local planning and development 
approval processes,

3. Respond to relevant community concern about threats 
and environmental impacts affecting birds,

4. Support community and supporter interest in birds and 
bird conservation through development of regional and 
associated groups in rural and urban areas,

5. Partner with like-minded organisations to better 
represent the interests of birds within current 
conservation effort in WA,

6. Identify regional and WA state priorities for volunteer-
led research or conservation management and inform 
national priorities and programs for bird conservation 
in WA,

7. Advise State Government Ministers, their agencies and 
the media about community-based conservation for 
birds, often working with BirdLife Australia staff,

8. Facilitate, enable and recognise volunteer involvement,
9. Ensure all volunteer and community activities are 

safe by complying with BirdLife national policies which 
recognise national occupational health and safety 
practices, 

10. Foster professional and student interest in the study of 
birds, and

11. Ensure sustainable and responsible management of 
BirdLife WA branch and group finances (including 
for branch and regional group operations and WA 
projects). 

How we do it
Through our committees we provide information to 
community, schools and others about birds and bird 
conservation, undertake and report on surveys, arrange 
excursions, produce local bird guide books, enable bird 
photography skills development, attend community events 
and promote BirdLife publications and merchandise.
We also support significant WA volunteer-led community 
conservation programs, such as the Greater Western 
Woodlands project. BWA EC is currently developing 
other similar scale volunteer-led projects for community 
involvement.
BWA EC supports the development and networking of 
BirdLife WA recognised regional bird conservation groups 
in rural and urban areas of Western Australia.
In conjunction with BirdLife Australia staff, BWA EC has 
lead responsibility for the arrangement of shared office 
accommodation for staff, volunteers and BWA member/
supporter activities.

How we work with BirdLife Australia’s 
National Programs and staff
BWA EC works closely with BirdLife Australia national 
programs and staff including those employed to deliver 
WA-based projects which form part of nationally-
coordinated programs identified in the BirdLife Australia 
Strategy and Operations plan. 
WA-based projects are primarily funded by external 
grants. The BWA Executive Committee works with the 
National Office to ensure that a strategic approach to 
diversify and grow income sources is adopted. This 
approach includes ensuring financial stability through 
sustainable WA-based projects and considered liabilities 
and risk.
BWA EC does not have direct responsibility for staff 
employment or program delivery but does work closely 
with staff drawing on the extensive knowledge and 
experience of EC members by adding value to:
• Bird identification and advising on good locations for 

birding in WA,
• Citizen science, survey methods and design,
• Information management and the use of social media,
• Community engagement and involvement in projects 

of the WA Program, including organised campaigns 
and advocacy, and

• Provide feedback and advice on delivery of the WA 
program.

Continuous improvement
Considering the ever-increasing challenges for community-
based bird conservation and the limitation of voluntary 
effort, BWA EC recognises the need to continuously 
improve our leadership role in working with BirdLife 
Australia members, supporters and volunteers as well as 
engaging the community of Western Australia to engender 
their interest in birds and in securing the future for birds.

Viv Read
Chair BWA
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MARGARET PHILIPPSON: 25 YEARS OF EXCEPTIONAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
TO WABN
In February 1995, Margaret Philippson joined the WABN team as ‘Typist’ for issue number 73. At this time, most members 
didn’t have a home computer, and therefore most material submitted to WABN was hand-written. We quickly found that 
Margaret was a very proficient and accurate typist and secretary, which made it easier for our typesetting and layout 
people, Roger and Marian Watson, and the Editors John Blyth and Allan Burbidge. WABN was printed on yellow paper and 
in those days varied from 16 to 28 pages.

After three years, Roger had to give up the role of typesetter, and Margaret took over the role with a little initial 
tuition from Roger. Since then, Margaret has initiated numerous changes to the style of WABN, as well as developing a 
production process in modern professional publication software.

Producing work of such a professional nature requires many hours of voluntary labour every year, regardless of other 
commitments in life. Margaret’s husband Colin should also get a big mention as he has contributed by proof-reading 
many hundreds of pages of text about birds, even though he isn’t really a ‘bird person’.

After issue 170 of WABN, having made a major contribution to 98 issues, Margaret decided to call it a day. The circulation 
of WABN is now much greater than it was in 1995, and six of the last ten issues have been 56 pages, with three being 
at least 60 pages – that’s more than double the size that it was when Margaret started. We are certain that one of the 
reasons is the professional quality of the production and finishing process, and Margaret’s ability to support the editors in 
maintaining a regular time schedule.

On behalf of BirdLife WA, we extend a very big ‘thank you’ to Margaret, and a big ‘thank you’ also to Colin, for his 
unstinting support across those 25 years.

Allan Burbidge and Sue Mather

WA BRANCH REPORTS

GREAT COCKY COUNT REPORT 
LAUNCH AND RevegGnangara
The tenth GCC report was launched in September. The 
event was celebrated in style, with a beautiful cake and 
good attendance. On the night Adam Peck presented 
the results, including results of trend analysis. The Perth 
population has seen a recent improvement in its trajectory, 
despite a 35% decline over the last decade. The plight 
of Baudin’s is highlighted by a 13% per year decline in 
white-tailed cockies in the Perth Hills (it is 
estimated that 70% of these are Baudin’s). 
Forest Red-tailed cocky numbers in Perth’s 
coastal areas were high, as they have been 
for several years (see results of the October 
count also). The event included volunteer 
talks by Margaret Owen, John Clarke, Geoff 
Barrett and Sue Mather. These talks showed 
how much volunteers love the event and 
their support for its ongoing success. 

The night also saw the launch of 
RevegGnangara, a crowd funding campaign. 
The aim of this campaign is to revegetate 
ex-pine plantations to provide future forage 
and roosting resources for Carnaby’s. This is 
urgently needed due to the clearing without 
replanting of the pine plantations, which 
will be all but gone within five years. The 
public have put their weight behind this 
project to the tune of $17,000 so far! This 
demonstrates the incredible love and support 
in the wider community for Carnaby’s and 
we hope it shows the state government 
that NOW is the time to do their bit by announcing a 
management plan and allocating funds to revegetate the 
area. Watch this space! 

It was with great sadness that we heard of the passing of 

Jack Williams on September 28. Jack was a stalwart of The 
Great Cocky Count in Dawesville, surveying a large roost 
and coordinating others in the area. He also took part in 
many Shorebirds 2020 counts and is a great loss to the 
birding community. Jack is survived by his wife Marlene. 
Our condolences go out to his family and friends.

The Great Cocky Count is supported by funding from The 
Alcoa Foundation.

Adam Peck
Black-Cockatoo Project Coordinator

Reveg Gnangara, photo by Christine Groom 
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A PATCH OF HEAVEN FOR CARNABY’S BLACK-COCKATOO 
A big thanks to all the volunteers who helped out with the 
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo breeding monitoring this year 
across the Cocanarup-Kundip area. It was a brilliant effort 
and resulted in good coverage of the site and the highest 
recording of breeding activity for this area yet. Dedicated 
locals have been monitoring this area for the past 15 years 
and this has enabled us to determine just how special it 
is for the endangered Carnaby’s. Nestled in between the 
Fitzgerald River National Park and the Ravensthorpe Range 
and Great Western Woodlands (further afield), the broader 
area provides not only critical nest habitat but the required 
food and water resources that black-cockatoos need to 
breed over the spring and summer. 

While many people have contributed to the monitoring 
over the years, including dedicated locals, staff from 
BirdLife, DBCA (Department of Biodiversity, Conservation 
and Attractions) and RAIN (Ravensthorpe Agricultural 
Initiative Network), and the Esperance Bird Group, two 
locals John Tucker and Chris Biddulph deserve a special 
mention because they have been the backbone of the 
program bringing incredible knowledge of the area, 
commitment and energy to the monitoring. 

This year’s monitoring was conducted over five days in 
October and involved using the ‘tap and flush’ survey 
method and live-feed cameras to confirm breeding 
activity of Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo. Surveys involved 
visiting known confirmed nest trees, checking trees with 
potentially suitable hollows, looking and listening for 
signs of breeding (such as males perched near nests and 
listening for breeding calls and begging females) and 
searching some new areas. 

The numbers tell it all!
This year set new records with some of the key statistics 
being as follows:
• 179 trees were surveyed and of these 62 were 

checked with the camera. This was fewer than hoped 
due to camera batteries failing along the way. 

• Of these, 145 were already in the BirdLife database, 
either as confirmed trees from previous years or as 
potential nest trees (with a suitable looking hollow). 

• 34 new nest trees were located and added to the 
growing database.

• 72 females were flushed from hollows and of the 
35 of these hollows checked with the camera, 30 
were confirmed to have either eggs or chicks or a 
combination there-of.  For the five nests for which 
there were no contents, the female may have 
been preparing to lay or the pair may have been 
“prospecting” for a nest site.

• Of an additional 27 trees checked with the camera 
because they showed signs of use or were confirmed 
hollows in the past (no females were flushed in these 
cases), three contained a chick/s, with one small 
Salmon Gum surprising us with two chicks inside. 

• So a total of 33 nests were confirmed as having 
contents and suspected breeding was recorded for 
another 36 trees. 

Based on the data, we estimate at least 69 breeding 
pairs of Carnaby’s using the area, but this is likely an 
underestimate because there are still confirmed trees 
and areas not surveyed and breeding is still in the early 
stages with most females sitting on eggs and pairs still 
prospecting. 

What next!

BirdLife has been working closely with the local 
community, the recently formed Cocanarup Conservation 
Alliance (visit website at: https://cca.asn.au/) and other 
concerned organisations to raise awareness within the 
State Government of the conservation value of this area. 
Recent mine exploration for lithium places the area at risk 
and the need for it to be protected into the future, not 
only so Carnaby’s can continue to breed here but the full 
diversity of plants and animals that rely on the area are 
protected.  

We are requesting that the Cocanarup-Kundip area be 
included in the conservation estate as part of the State 
Government’s fantastic initiative “Plan for Parks” which 
will see three million hectares of land across the state 
reserved. Many thanks to all our supporters and members 
who have written to State Government ministers in 
support of this request. We must all work together to 
effect change and achieve positive conservation outcomes. 

Dr Vicki Stokes
BirdLife WA Program Manager

Checking nest with pole camera, photo by Sarah Comer
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FOREST RED-TAILED BLACK-COCKATOO (FRTBC) ROOST COUNT 2019
Recent Great Cocky Count (GCC) surveys have shown a large increase in FRTBC numbers in coastal areas in April. This 
increase is thought to be due to birds foraging on Cape Lilac seeds. Last year we started a new count to survey FRTBC 
roosts in spring. The aim was to find if FRTBC stay in coastal areas all year or return to forested areas. So, do the birds 
stick around all year? The table below summarises the GCC data and last two spring surveys. We recorded more FRTBC 
in spring 2019 compared to 2018, which shows that their movement patterns may change from year to year, but the 
numbers are still low in comparison to autumn GCC counts.

Table 1. Summary of night roost counts for FRTBC (* indicates joint white and red tail roosts)

Site Locality Region
Average 

GCC count, 
2014-2019

October 
2018 count

October 
2019 count

Area 
average 

GCC

Area 
average 
October

ARMROLR004* Roleystone hills 17 . 3

47 18

ARMROLR005* Roleystone hills 22 . 3

BODMARR004 Marradong hills 51 . 0

CHICHIR001 Chittering hills 41 . tbc

KALCARR003 Carmel hills 76 . 6

KALFORR002 Forrestfield hills 54 . 0

KALHIGR001 High Wycombe hills 30 . 0

KALMAIR002* Maida Vale hills 124 0 1

KALWATR002 Wattle Grove hills 89 0 0

MUNGLER004 Glen Forrest hills 26 . 0

MUNHOVR001* Hovea hills 43 29 9

MUNMUNR002 Mundaring hills 16 . 15

MURDWER002* Dwellingup hills 46 . 150

MURDWER003 Dwellingup hills 84 . 145

SERKEYR007 Keysbrook hills 63 . 13

SERKEYR008 Keysbrook hills n/a . 0

SERKEYR009 Keysbrook hills 11 . 0

SWAGIDR007* Gidgegannup hills 36 . 0

SWAGIDR008* Gidgegannup hills 32 . 30

TOOMORR002 Morangup hills 27 . 2

BAYMORR001 Morley plain 128 0 0

104 14

CAMFLOR002 Floreat plain 323 0 35

COCBANR002* Banjup plain 37 0 0

COCCOOR003 Coolbellup plain 42 . tbc

COCMUNR001 Munster plain 158 0 8

COCMUNR003 Munster plain 37 0 0

GOSGOSR004 Gosnells plain 32 . 46

GOSKENR001 Kenwick plain 140 0 0

GOSMARR001* Martin plain 43 . 43

GOSSOUR002* Southern River plain 65 0 7

MELMURR001* Murdoch plain 204 4 46

ROCBALR003* Baldivis plain 35 . 19

STIYOKR002 Yokine plain 45 . 0

STIYOKR003 Yokine plain 164 0 73

SWABALR003 Ballajura plain 106 0 43

VICKENR001* Kensington plain 97 0 26

VICWATR002 Waterford plain 45 . 0

WANJANR008 Jandabup plain 167 10 49

Average all 
sites

74 3 21
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Average counts of all sites were 74 in the GCC, 3 in 
October 2018 and 21 in October 2019. In coastal 
areas the GCC average was 104 compared to 14 for 
October counts. In the Perth hills the GCC average was 
47 compared to 18 for October counts. This shows a 
seasonal redistribution of birds, moving from coastal Perth 
(summer/autumn) to forested areas (winter/spring). We 
recorded two large roosts in Dwellingup (145 and 150).

In the Perth hills they do not necessarily roost at the 
same sites throughout the year, preferring different roosts 
in spring vs autumn. This illustrates the fact that more 
roosts remain to be reported to us, so if you know of a 
FRTBC roost in the Perth hills or our southwest forests 
please let us know (greatcockycount@birdlife.org.au). 
Thanks to all the volunteers and land owners for their 
time and access to their properties. These data will be 
included in the 2020 GCC report. 

This work was funded by The Alcoa Foundation.

Adam Peck  
Black-Cockatoo Project Coordinator

WA SHOREBIRD FORUM, SEPTEMBER 2019
September 7th—National Threatened Species 
Day—is held on the date that the last of the Tasmanian 
Tigers died in 1936. While the day places the spotlight 
on extinction events, it also offers the chance to focus 
on conservation successes, and the tireless efforts of 
volunteers. This September 7th, shorebirders involved 
in BirdLife Australia’s National Monitoring Program 
(Shorebirds 2020) came together from across Western 
Australia—from Esperance to Exmouth—and converged 
at Bold Park for the WA Shorebird Forum. Some BirdLife 
Australia staff also joined from the east coast for the 
occasion. The forum, supported by the Swan River 
Trust, celebrated the work of volunteers involved in the 
monitoring program, celebrating successes and sharing 
information.

Over the day, we heard from shorebird count coordinators 
from across WA, learnt about shorebird population 
trends based on long-term data, heard about recent 
shorebird research, and were given an overview of BirdLife 
Australia’s Beach Nesting Birds Program.

Plaxy Barratt opened and set the context for the day. 
WA is critically important for shorebirds, consisting of an 
impressive amount of shorebird habitat that includes sites 
of international significance. Plaxy was followed by Lindall 
Kidd, who gave an update on the National Migratory 
Shorebird Program, its history and conservation successes 
to date. Lindall also updated us on the draft of the National 
Directory of Important Shorebird Habitat and management 
actions and work along the East Asian-Australasian Flyway 
(EAAF), including the trial of artificial roost habitat.

Dr. Mike Bamford presented a summary of waterbird 
monitoring on the estuary of Derbarl Yerrigan (the Swan 
River), from a superb long-term data set of almost 40 
years (1981 – 2019). The talk discussed how sea level rise 
has affected waterbird populations over time. 

Dr. Mike Craig followed with a historical overview of 
shorebird data from Lake McLarty in the Peel-Yalgorup 
Ramsar site, focusing on threats to the lake system 
and broader management implications. Similarly, Brad 
Kneebone gave a summary of the shorebirds of Denmark’s 
Wilson Inlet, and how human disturbance and dog walking 

pose a threat to birds near the inlet opening with Ocean 
Beach, and the subsequent proposal for a bird sanctuary. 

While these talks highlighted areas of concern and threats 
to shorebirds, we also heard encouraging talks about 
opportunities. Sue Mather’s presentation on Rottnest 
Island provided a welcome summary showing how 
shorebird habitat can be maintained through appropriate 
on-ground management. Sue Kalab gave an inspiring 
presentation combining art and science--From Awe to 
Art--coordinating S2020 in Bunbury Leschenault Waters. 
Jane Taylor presented on some of the projects run at 
the Broome Bird Observatory, with a focus on their epic 
migration watches which made everyone want to go there. 

In the afternoon, Claudia Magana gave a summary of the 
extraordinary survey efforts of the expansive Esperance 
shorebird area. John Graff summarized a shorebird 
disturbance project on the Peel-Harvey Estuary, and Grant 
Griffin took us further north and spoke about Exmouth 
shorebird counts. The day concluded with a presentation 
from Dr Grainne Maguire about BirdLife Australia’s Beach 
Nesting Birds Program which provided a useful summary 
of the project efforts and some interesting case studies.

A few themes emerged through the day, including: issues 
across multiple sites with managing human disturbance 
(and the resulting disturbance from off-leash dogs), a lack 
of resourcing for regularly surveying expansive shorebird 
areas (which makes our counters’ efforts all the more 
impressive!), the need for more regular updates and 
communication from the national program to better share 
information, and much discussion around how to recruit 
new shorebird counters into the program. 

The day was engaging and a great success, and we give 
special thanks to all those who came along to share their 
knowledge. BirdLife Australia hopes to hold similar events 
in the future! 

Lindall Kidd
Migratory Shorebird Program Officer, BirdLife 

Australia

Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo feeding on Cape Lilac, photo by 
Keith Lightbody
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NATIONAL SHOREBIRD MONITORING PROGRAM - SUMMER COUNTS
Every year, hundreds of dedicated counters conduct 
summer shorebird surveys at designated sites across 
the state, as part of the National Shorebird Monitoring 
Program (formerly known as Shorebirds 2020). The 
data gathered in the country’s largest citizen science 
project (aside from Birdata itself) is vital in helping to 
conserve shorebirds and their habitats in the East Asian - 
Australasian Flyway.

The summer counts will be shortly upon us, so, to be 
shore, to be shore
• We’d like everyone to conduct their (primary) counts 

between 1 November and 28 February, so that 
they can be included in BirdLife Australia’s National 
Shorebird Monitoring Program census.

• The ideal date to count is Wednesday 15 January, 
however being a weekday, this will not be possible for 
everyone. 

• We’re encouraging counters and count coordinators 
to conduct their counts during the month of January, 
aligning with the survey window for the Asian 
Waterbird Census.

The Asian Waterbird Census (AWC) is part of the global 
International Waterbird Census (IWC). This citizen-science 
program is supporting conservation and management 
of wetlands and waterbirds worldwide. The information 
helps to promote the designation and management of 
internationally important sites such as nationally protected 
areas, Ramsar sites, East Asian - Australasian Flyway 
Network sites and Key Biodiversity Areas (KBAs) as well 
as identifying and protecting new sites of importance for 
waterbirds. If shorebird summer counts are conducted 
within January, we are able to include this data in the 
AWC, strengthening this flyway-wide dataset.

Interested in helping with shorebird 
monitoring?
To see if there is a shorebird count site near you, simply 
visit the Birdata website (https://birdata.birdlife.org.au/
programs), select the Shorebirds 2020 Program, and zoom 
to your local area. 

In most cases, each designated ‘Shorebird Area’ will have 
a nominated site coordinator, i.e. someone who schedules 
the surveys and coordinates a team of counters, especially 
at the larger sites. If you are keen on getting involved 
and helping with surveys, but don’t know where to begin, 
email Plaxy Barratt (volunteer WA Shorebird Count 
Coordinator) at wa.shorebird@birdlife.org.au and she will 
put you in touch with the local survey coordinator(s) in 
your area.

It has been ‘off-season’ for shorebirds in Australia, it has 
been a busy time in the shorebird space in WA! Here are 
just a few of the recent WA shorebird events:
• The WA Shorebird Forum: held in Perth in September, 

with talks by shorebird counters from across the state 
and from the National BirdLife Australia Office.

• Margaret River Hoodie Workshop: run by BirdLife 
Australia National Office staff, Grainne Maguire and 
Lindall Kidd to promote Hooded Plover conservation.

• The Denmark Bird Group held its ‘Discover the Birds of 
Denmark and Beyond’ on 12 October (World Migratory 
Bird Day).

• Peel Harvey Catchment Council ran its inaugural 

Wetland Weekender in October, a mini festival to 
celebrate Peel-Yalgorup Ramsar Wetland and its 
wildlife.

• The Murujuga Community Birdwatching Event saw 
over one hundred locals come out to enjoy the site 
of migratory shorebirds on the mudflats of Hearson’s 
Cove in Karratha.

• Broome Bird Observatory is conducting shorebird 
disturbance monitoring, with the next survey in 
November.

• The annual BirdLife Port Hedland and Dampier 
shorebird surveys with Rio Tinto were conducted by 
Frank O’Connor, Tegan Douglas, and Plaxy Barratt.

• Planning for a Geraldton Shorebird ID Workshop with 
Alice Bishop.

Plaxy Barratt
WA Wetland Project Coordinator

WA Shorebirds 2020 Coordinator (volunteer)

Cosy 2 bedroom self-contained cottage 
conveniently located between Albany and 

Denmark.

	 Private and comfortable accommodation with 
reverse cycle air-conditioner, wood fire, queen 
bed, 2 single beds and fully equipped kitchen.

	 19ha (47 acres) of mostly natural bushland with 
an abundance of birdlife.

	 Close to a diversity of bird habitats, including 
Wilson Inlet, West Cape Howe National Park, 
coastal heath and forest. 

*Birdlife Australia member discount

Alan and Anne Pilgrim
M: 0437 696 862

E: staeri3172@iinet.net.au
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UNSEASONALLY DRY WETLANDS A CHALLENGE FOR THE WA BITTERN 
PROJECT

Unseasonally dry wetlands a challenge for the WA 
Bittern Project

This year has seen extensive collaboration between 
BirdLife WA and the Department of Biodiversity, 
Conservation and Attractions (DBCA) on the WA Bittern 
Project, thanks largely to a recent State Natural Resource 
Management (NRM) grant enabling greater commitment 
of staff and resources to the project. The State NRM 
grant has enabled the purchase of additional Autonomous 
Recording Units (ARUs, or Song Meters) and, excitingly, 
four tags (satellite and 3G network) to track bitterns! The 
result has been that BirdLife and DBCA will achieve their 
most comprehensive coverage yet of Western Australian 
wetlands to monitor the endangered Australasian Bittern.
Monitoring in Spring-Summer 2019

The WA Bittern team has had a busy start to the 
monitoring season. In September, Alan Clarke (DBCA) and 
Plaxy Barratt (BirdLife) visited DBCA’s ‘continuous depth 
and rainfall monitored bittern wetlands’ in a whirlwind 
trip along the south coast from the Scott River Plain to 
Esperance, including the important bittern ‘hot spots’ in 
the Muir-Unicup and Manypeaks areas. This fieldwork was 
principally to download data loggers and to record depth 
and water quality, whilst also assessing habitat suitability 
for bitterns and installing monitoring devices. In total, 28 
ARUs and 16 camera traps were installed at 27 wetlands, 
as determined by the Recovery Team. The resulting data 
will be used to map the occupancy of southwest wetlands 
by Australasian Bittern. Worryingly, it was very apparent 
that most wetlands were unseasonably dry compared 
to the same period of the past decade. A report will be 
published outlining the results of this monitoring work.
Trapping and Telemetry

An exciting opportunity in the WA Bittern Project, possible 
thanks to the State NRM grant, is the recent purchase 
and acquisition of transmitters to track Australasian 
Bittern movements. Despite improved understanding of 
Australasian Bitterns in recent years, we still know little 
about how they utilise different wetlands throughout the 
year in Western Australia, i.e. where bitterns go following 
their breeding season, and which wetlands they utilise for 
dispersal of juveniles and for activities such as feeding. 
Tracking tagged birds will provide critical information 
about how Australasian Bitterns are using the landscape. 
Tracking of Australasian Bitterns by Matt Herring in the 
east (Herring et al. 2016) has revealed that birds can 
travel over 550 km from breeding wetlands within a very 
short space of time (11 days), utilising other smaller 
wetlands including those on private properties.
The recent Australasian Ornithological Conference (AOC) 
in Darwin in June this year presented an excellent 
opportunity for BirdLife and DBCA staff to discuss 
telemetry and harness options with other bittern and 
waterbird researchers. Several members of the Recovery 
Team (Sarah Comer and Allan Burbidge from DBCA, and 
Vicki Stokes and Plaxy Barratt from BirdLife WA) were 
able to meet with Matt Herring (from the BirdLife Australia 
affiliated ‘Bitterns in Rice’ project) and Emma Williams 
(bittern researcher with the Department of Conservation, 
New Zealand), and Inka Veltheim to discuss telemetry 
options. Matt, Emma and Inka have been invaluable in 
advising the project and the WA Bittern team are grateful 

for their generous assistance. The conference gave the 
WA team an opportunity to talk with representatives from 
leading telemetry companies also. Transmitters were 
chosen and purchased as a result of these discussions!
In October, Alan Clarke, Sarah Comer and Allan Burbidge 
(DBCA), Plaxy Barratt and Vicki Stokes (BirdLife), with 
assistance from volunteers Tony Bush and Alan Danks, 
spent several weeks locating and attempting to trap 
Australasian Bittern at known bittern wetlands in the 
Manypeaks area and at a private PF Olsen plantation 
property. Prior listening and wading surveys, and testing 
of custom-made trapping equipment by Alan Clarke 
particularly, provided critical knowledge about when and 
where best to set up traps. However, the dry conditions 
and lack of strongly calling bitterns meant that the birds 
showed no interest in call playback at the three trap sites 
and sadly, no bitterns were captured. There is a possibility 
that such dry conditions may not be conducive to breeding 
and that without a reliable source of water, and therefore 
adequate prey to fledge young, birds may not breed at the 
usual wetlands this season. 
While disappointed, we have learnt much from recent 
months. Wading and listening surveys revealed locations 
of bitterns, with birds seen on several occasions at one 
wetland, and heard at five other sites. Processing of ARU 
recordings has begun and will hopefully reveal bittern 
presence at other wetlands. 
Alan Clarke’s recent camera trap deployment has yielded 
brilliant images of Australasian Bitterns. Camera activity 
has also provided critical insights into habitat utilisation 
by Australasian Bitterns which will assist future trapping 
attempts. A bird in breeding plumage and another bird 
with a blue face (indicative of breeding) were observed, 
which is promising. Despite this, birds have been very 
lack-lustre in their calling, with only infrequent and faint 
booming heard since September. 
What next ….

The WA Bittern team will continue to monitor bittern 
calling rates in the hope these may yet improve this 
season. DBCA will assess rainfall and water levels to 
anticipate any changes in activity. Data from ARUs will 
be analysed to determine if bitterns are calling strongly 
at any key wetlands that could facilitate further trapping 
attempts.
A key aim of BirdLife’s work is to better understand the 
value of wetlands on private properties and to map and 
characterise wetlands to inform on-ground activities 
including fencing and revegetation. Australasian Bitterns 
are choosy about their wetlands and as such are an 
excellent flagship species for healthy wetlands! Improving 
wetland health for Australasian Bitterns will create positive 
spin-offs for many other species, including Australian Little 
Bitterns … and humans!
Can you help? 

There are many wetlands still requiring regular listening 
surveys for bitterns. Surveys are easy and simply 
require listening at key wetlands, around dawn or dusk. 
Additionally, we will soon need assistance to process our 
significantly larger-than-usual ARU coverage of wetlands. 
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If you are interested in helping with listening surveys at 
wetlands or processing of ARU recordings please contact 
Plaxy Barratt (WA Wetland Project Coordinator) at plaxy.
barratt@birdlife.org.au.
Thank you to staff and volunteers

This project is a collaborative effort and thanks are owed 
to many people for their assistance in recent months, 
including Bob Edwards, Tony Bush, Alan Danks, Christine 
Taylor, Emma Atkinson, Clare Forward, Christine Wilder, 
Basil Schur, Melissa Howe, Brenda Chapman, Steve Butler 
and Daniel Mantle for their assistance in the field or office. 
Thank you!
Additionally, Greg Harewood of Zootopia Environmental 
Services has generously lent the WA Bittern Project eight 
personal ARUs for deployment this season! Many thanks, 
Greg!
Plaxy Barratt (WA Wetland Project Coordinator) and

Alan Clarke (DBCA)

References
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GREAT WESTERN WOODLANDS
HELENA AND AURORA RANGES, 1 TO 5 
SEPTEMBER
We were fortunate to join this survey group to the Great 
Western Woodlands since we had never been to the 
Helena and Aurora Ranges before. We were lucky that we 
missed the rain from the previous week and only had a 
few muddy puddles to contend with on our way in.
Our campsite was in the lee of one of the main peaks. The 
first morning the peak was shrouded in mist but cleared 
later to allow us to enjoy the magnificent vista.
Over the next few days we travelled around the survey 
sites getting a really good appreciation of this area. This 
included the wide range of plants such as eremophilas, 
grevilleas, hakeas and everlastings which were just 
starting to flower.
The group saw a total of 62 species with our favourites 
being several sightings of Major Mitchell’s Cockatoos, 
Crimson Chats and numerous Gilbert’s Whistlers. 
Undoubtedly the highlight was when Richard flushed a 
Scarlet-chested Parrot and some of us had good views for 
several minutes. A ‘lifer’ for most of us.
Overall this is a fantastic area to visit and we are really 
grateful that mining of this range has been prevented, so 
that generations to come can appreciate this very special 
area.
We wish to thank Lorraine and Richard for leading the trip.

Andrew and Jill Hobbs

GREAT WESTERN WOODLANDS JILBADJI NATURE 
RESERVE, 6 TO 8 SEPTEMBER

After the Helena-Aurora Ranges surveys, the teams 
headed to Southern Cross for one night in the caravan 
park, a shower, a pub meal and to re-supply for Jilbadji. 
Make a note, fillet and crumbed steak are the same dish in 
Southern Cross and ordering Barramundi 400kms from the 
coast creates a challenge.
On the 6th we set out for Jilbadji with some apprehensions 

having heard of previous survey teams being rained in for 
several days, nearly running out of food and the bull-dust 
transforming into thick sticky mud. Although it was cold 
most nights, we had fine weather and we departed via the 
Hyden-Norseman Road three days later.
The turn-off to Jilbadji is not the easiest to see. 
Fortunately, our leaders Lorraine and Richard had been to 
Jilbadji before and knew the turn-off was directly opposite 
the track to Karalee Rock and guided us under the 
powerlines off the highway. 
The road in was quite dry, with sand and fine yellow dust 
in places but otherwise okay. Before departing Southern 
Cross, Lorraine divided us into three teams to complete 
two surveys each on the way to the campsite at JR9. Some 
teams reported a zero count. The flowering was quite 
patchy and at most sites it was very light, consequently 
bird counts were moderate. 
Despite the lack of any real flowering over the three days 
we listed 52 species, highlights being a Redthroat, and 
several Southern Scrub-robins on the way out of the dry 
Lake Cronin. Other surveyor’s highlights were seeing two 
pairs of Tawny Frogmouths flushed from roosts at ground 
level.
Steve came away with the chocolates for estimating the 
correct count. Considerable discussion occurred at JR9 
over a small flock of largish black birds. Everyone agreed, 
definitely not Australian Ravens. But were they Little 
Crows or Torresian Crows? Nark--Nark or rapid Ark-Ark-
Ark? The noes to the left and the ayes to the right. Is that 
democracy?
There were some concerns whether the vans would make 
it out through Jilbadji to Lake Cronin or need to take the 
long way via the Banker Mt Day road. There was no need 
to be concerned as the two off-road vans, campers and 
cars all had no problems negotiating the two steeper dips 
in the track.
Thanks to Lorraine and Richard for preparing, organising, 
providing all the paperwork and leading the surveys. 
Graham for his botanical lessons and all other team 
members for sharing their knowledge and experience.

Steve and Mandy Edwards

TRANS-LINE SURVEY

A small group of intrepid “Birdo’s” set out from Perth 
around Saturday 14th September to survey the Trans Line 
Great Western Woodland Sites. Sue Abbotts and Xenia 
Dennett along with David Free and Mike Bouette met at 
Karalee Rocks, Yellowdine and proceeded the next day to 
Kalgoorlie.
Splitting up into two groups we each surveyed four sites 
on Sunday afternoon and proceeded to Cardunia Dam to 
make camp. We did not camp at the dam but set up about 
800 metres over the trans line at a very nice wooded 
campsite (with plenty of bird noise!)
We set out at 8.00 am the next day and (except for a 
couple of sites we missed on the way in) completed the 
survey by late afternoon. We camped at the eastern most 
end of the road next to the railway line (which was not 
a problem because I think we only heard one train go 
through until we left the next morning).
David returned along the trans line road the next day, 
completing the survey site we missed on the way in and 
Sue, Xenia and myself continued east towards Naretha and 
Kanandah Station.
The three of us arrived at Kanandah in late afternoon 
and the owners kindly allowed us to stay overnight at the 
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homestead where we managed sightings of the Naretha 
Bluebonnet both in the evening and the morning.
Leaving Kanandah, Sue and Xenia took the Zanthus turn 
off to Balladonia and I continued back along the access 
road towards Kalgoorlie and home. I also completed the 
survey site missed on the way in.

Altogether a great trip with a good number of bird 
sightings. The only tragedy was when one of David’s 
home-made beer bottles (Russian Stout I believe!) lost 
its top on the corrugated road and he lost 80% of the 
contents!

Michael Bouette

BIRDLIFE BIENNIAL PHOTOGRAPHIC CONFERENCE 2019
The 190 delegates from around Australia and overseas were amazed at the quality of presenters. The range of topics 
made each session exciting.
Glenn Bartley, from Canada, the keynote speaker, provided exciting and informative sessions explaining what you need 
to know before you capture great images. Jan Wegener educated us about “Backyard Setups and Backgrounds” while our 
mirrorless expert, Vas Smilevski explained how to capture so much with these new cameras. Simon Cherriman reflected 
on the ways a multitude of human activities including his own have impacted on the Wedge-tailed Eagle. 
The Expert Room was a new concept and provided the opportunity for us to speak one-on-one, or in small groups, to any 
guest speakers over the two days. This instigated a great deal of discussion. All 14 speakers were available throughout 
each day. Our local photographer, Georgina Steytler, along with our MC, Tim Young, provided a lot of spark to the 
conference, as well as emphasising the ethics of bird photography.
The sales team from Birdlife WA were busy for the two days selling cards, calendars, shirts, little blue books, field guides 
and raffle tickets and providing information to the visitors from overseas and interstate. Thanks to Lynley Davey and 
Valerie Helmsley. 
Our conference dinner was enjoyed by 120 delegates and speakers and representatives from all our sponsors. Athena 
Georgiou, our guest speaker, had everyone entertained with her humorous account of birding experiences. 
Birdlife caps were presented, and two $2000 raffle prizes were won. One was presented from BirdLife BLP and one from 
our sponsors, Camera Electronic.

WA Organising Committee: Jennifer Sumpton, Athena Georgiou, Illona Tobin, Mark Davidson and Chris Young 

WABN Crossword No. 41, vol 114, 2005 June    By Pam Agar

CLUES
ACROSS
1. Unpaid birdwatcher.
5. Swift, long-tailed parrot.
10. May limit extent of surveys.
11. May limit development.
13. Less common finch of NW of WA.
16. An egg’s broader one is often speckled.
17. Significant autumn date for waders.
19. Scrutinised.
20. The present.
22. Crest colour of Western Bowerbird.
24. Siberian migrant to coastal WA.
26. To acknowledge sounds.
27. Allows data storage.
29. A good time to see nightjars.
30. Medium-large wader of coastal WA.
31. Useful identification feature.
DOWN
1. Shows distributions of birds.
2. Destination of many waders.
3. Expel.
4. Woodswallows often perch in these.
6. Alternative to accurate count.
7. Size of young.
8. Little-known wader of freshwater wetlands.
9. Secretive bird of reeds and shore.
11. May be a meal for a heron.
12. Extremely important.
13. May be provided by gannets diving.
14. Skilled.
15. Leg colour of Oystercatchers.
18. Crake and Rail family.
21. Small songbird.
23. To pursue.
25. Haunt of scavengers.
28.  Likely action of a skua.     Answers on page 55

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9

10

11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18

19 20 21

22 23

24 25 26

27 28 29

30 31



Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 172 December 2019 Page 23

Obituary

Across the Nullarbor, news from National Office
Desert birds head for the coast
As the drought worsens, many inland birds are fleeing 
towards the coast. The result is many interesting species 
turning up in unexpected places.

Crimson Chats are the biggest indicator of the drought. 
This year, large numbers have been seen well outside 
their usual range — hundreds in the Wimmera of western 
Victoria, for example, sometimes with Orange Chats in 
tow. They’ve also been spotted in southern SA, northern 
Victoria and adjacent parts of southern NSW, and further 
east in NSW as well.

Droves of White-winged Trillers and Rufous Songlarks 
have also appeared, from Adelaide across to suburban 
Melbourne, and Sydney, too; Red-backed Kingfishers on 
the outskirts of Adelaide and the Barossa, Central Victoria 
and south-eastern Queensland; and Black and Pied 
Honeyeaters are back for the second consecutive year.

Some of these birds turn up occasionally, but they’re 
seldom as abundant as this year, nor as widespread.

Shearwaters in crisis
Short-tailed Shearwaters are usually punctual birds. They 
often arrive back at their breeding grounds off southern-
eastern Australia on the same date each spring. But not 
this year. When they didn’t turn up as usual, seabird 
watchers grew concerned; when they finally arrived, their 
numbers were well down.

What went wrong?
The water temperatures in their wintering grounds off 
Alaska have been unusually warm, leading to shortages 
of marine prey, and thousands of starved shearwaters 
washed up dead along Alaska’s beaches, and in Siberia as 
well.

Before they migrate, shearwaters must gain enough 
energy for their long-distance flight, as they don’t feed on 
migration. The birds were already starving when it was 
time to fly south. Of those that survived long enough to 
begin their southward migration, many are likely to have 
been weak and died en route, leading to greatly reduced 
numbers arriving back in Australia this year.

More dog attacks on penguins 
Nineteen penguins were killed in two separate dog attacks 
at Bicheno on Tasmania’s east coast within less than a 
week. The same dog or dogs were probably involved in 
both attacks.

“Until recently, there were occasional dog attacks — 
perhaps just one a year or less often. Now we’ve seen 
more than 200 Little Penguins killed in six attacks this 
year,” said Dr Eric Woehler, Convenor of BirdLife Tasmania. 
“What was once an unfortunate and relatively infrequent 
event around Tasmania is now a regular occurrence, with 
catastrophic consequences for Tasmanian penguins.”

Recent penguin breeding seasons are thought to have 
become longer, which raises the risk of dog attacks on 
breeding penguins.

“The responsibility lies with dog owners. If proposed 
penalties are insufficient deterrence, then the Government 
must increase them until penguins, and other wildlife, are 
safe in Tasmania”.

Clive Minton, AM (7 October 1934 - 6 November 2019)

Many of our members will be sad to hear of the death of Clive Minton, who died in a car accident in western Victoria while 
returning home from a family holiday.

Clive was well-known for his passion for shorebirds. He was instrumental in introducing cannon-netting to Australia and 
was a powerful advocate of banding and tagging shorebirds as a tool to understand the status, movements and biology 
of our migratory wader species. With the assistance of many volunteers, including members of the Australasian Wader 
Studies Group, of which he was the founding Chair, he banded an enormous number of waders, helped analyse the data, 
and was responsible for publishing the findings in many articles in scientific, technical and popular publications. 

Amongst a number of awards, Clive was elected a Fellow of the RAOU (now BirdLife Australia) in 1998, and was awarded 
BirdLife’s John Hobbs Medal in 2000. Most of us though, I expect, will remember him for 
his cheerful and irrepressible energy and dedication in leading wader study expeditions 
to north-west Australia to catch and study the waders that migrate to and through the 
Roebuck Bay, Eighty Mile Beach and Port Hedland section of the East Asian – Australasian 
Flyway, and his support in the establishment of Broome Bird Observatory. Results from the 
north-west wader expeditions, along with data collected elsewhere by Clive and others, 
have led to major governmental conservation initiatives through the flyway and the East 
Asian – Australasian Shorebird Site Network.

Our condolences go to Clive’s wife Pat, and their immediate family.

More detailed obituaries will appear elsewhere.

Allan Burbidge
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INTERESTING PIED CORMORANT 
AND AUSTRALIAN RAVEN 
BEHAVIOUR
One fine mid-August afternoon, my son and I were 
watching my grandson, who was playing in a round robin 
rugby tournament at Saint John’s Wood playing fields, 
adjacent to Bold Park. The play was at one end of the 
ground, when a couple of birds swooped low, over our 
heads and alighted close to the deserted goal posts. One 
bird was a Pied Cormorant and the other an Australian 
Raven. Within seconds the Australian Raven started to 
pull the Pied Cormorant’s tail feathers, the force being 
sufficient to move the cormorant backwards quite a few 
centimetres. This display continued for a couple of minutes 
until the rugby players arrived back into the bird’s half of 
the ground. The birds flew away, alighting some 30 metres 
from play, when once again the vigorous tail pulling 
continued.  The cormorant was seemingly unconcerned; 
maybe buddies of the cormorant had been pursued all 
around the neighbourhood and this bird was too tired.

Jay Barnett 

EXTINCTION
My last field trip along west Lake Preston numbered 2528 
since late December 2000, each trip documented and 
contained in what are now nine volumes.
There were relatively few migratory shorebird arrivals at 
south Lake Preston since the beginning of September: 
several Greater also Lesser Sand Plovers, a few Sharp-
tailed Sandpipers, a Curlew Sandpiper and a Ruddy 
Turnstone, plus a number of Red-necked Stints.
Of course, the recent cold snap may have delayed the 
arrival in numbers of other migratory birds to the south 
west region.
Down the years, with the aid of the local community, 
Myalup Bird Observers (MBO) has carried out a series 
of practical, hands-on projects, fund-raising, obtaining 
grants, restoring bird habitat, providing public information 
signage, displays at country events, also restraining 
fences, and giving monthly financial support to the district 
volunteer Wildlife Recovery Centre.
MBO’s supporters also do their best to respond to requests 
to survey, say, local Ring-tailed Possum populations, also 
‘back yard’ native birds.
This weekend, my wife drew my attention to a news 
feature with horrendous implications.
A conservation biologist at the University of California, 
Berkeley, finds the loss of ‘3 billion’ wild birds ‘dizzying’; I 
find it plainly a horrifying example of public ignorance and 
much human disinterest over decades.
It seems much academic research assiduously follows the 
course to what could well be the extinction of many more 
native birds worldwide.

Tony France

MAGPIES
In 2002-2003 all night street lighting was introduced to 
our street. Previously, and universally, it was switched off 
at around 1 am, so there was much dark time. Text books 
comment Australian Magpies are supposed to carol only 
on moonlit, bright nights during nesting season. Now they 
carol during the night from when the female first starts to 
sit, and until the last fledgling leaves the nest. I see this.

To elaborate, they do not call ALL night. There seems to 
be periods of quiet, but there is a time of chorus. But I 
often wonder how much this depletes the birds’ energy 
resources. It is not natural.
I like to go outside in the wee small hours and just 
listen. I often take a cuppa out and sit in the dark. It is 
beyond beautiful to hear. There’ll be a magpie calling from 
around five to six places in the neighbourhood. The Willie 
Wagtails chime in too, also night callers during nesting 
season. As we live in a valley of three sand dunes, it is an 
amphitheatre.
Maybe people who live near Australian Magpies, but who 
do not have all night street lights, do not realize the 
difference? It would be an interesting comparison.
This is my humble opinion.

Sue Kalab

LITTLE BLACK CORMORANT 
COLONIES IN SOUTH-WESTERN 
AUSTRALIA
In the course of doing research on the three main breeding 
colonies of Little Black Cormorant around Perth (Singor 
2019) some additional details were gathered on a number 
of other colonies in the metropolitan area as well as in the 
south-west of Western Australia. Details are provided here 
as a source for future reference, as monitoring the health 
and size of cormorant colonies provides a good indication 
of the state of our water ways and fish stocks.
Erskine Lakes at Waterston Place, Mandurah (32º 
32’ 59” S, 115º 42’ 33” E)
There was a small colony of Little Black Cormorants 
located on the northern island in the park near Waterston 
Place in Erskine. Little Black Cormorants breed here in the 
company of Little Pied Cormorants and Australian Darter. 
The nests are located in casuarina trees. The colony 
contained about 20 nests in 2017 and was monitored in 
2018 and 2019.
The breeding colony was active from May to October 
2017. On 30 May 2017 three Little Black Cormorant nests 
were sighted. Towards the end of July several nests had 
juveniles. About 20 nests with large juveniles were seen 
on 6 August and on 19 September 2017 there were an 
estimated 15 nests with young. Most breeding had ceased 
by the end of October with only a few active nests with 
fully grown young present. 
Visits to the Erskine colony between 17 April 2018 and 
8 June 2018 showed no activity. The colony had few 
breeding Little Black Cormorants in 2018 and 2019. A 
survey conducted on 21 August 2018 noted one nest with 
large juveniles and two birds sitting on nests among five 
pairs of breeding Australian Darters. It is likely that most 
of the Little Black Cormorants from this site shifted their 
breeding in 2018 and 2019 to the larger nearby colony in 
the Len Howard Reserve.
Len Howard Reserve, Mandurah (32º 33' 37” S, 115º 
42' 21” E)
There is a Little Black Cormorant colony in the wetlands 
at Len Howard Reserve, Mandurah. On 8 June 2018, I 
estimated there were at least 70 active nests. Little Black 
Cormorants were putting on display behaviour and some 
were sitting on nests and others arranging nest material. 
The colony was spread over a number of different sites 
comprising stands of dead paperbark trees out in the open 
water. The trees had no foliage and the nests were located 
just above the water and in the top of the small trees. 
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The colony was in a sheltered location and quite protected 
from the elements. The biggest concentration of nests was 
in the north western corner of the ephemeral lake.
A visit on 20 July 2018 showed that the colony was in 
full swing. The number of Little Black Cormorants was 
estimated at just over 100 breeding pairs, Little Pied 
Cormorant at 11 breeding pairs and Australian White Ibis 
were also breeding in small numbers.
Some nests contained nearly fully grown young whilst 
others had only just started breeding, as evident by the 
fresh green nest lining. The colony was scattered among 
drowned dead trees and parts were not accessible. The 
colony was active in 2019.
Tomato Lake, Belmont (31º 58' 34” S, 115º 55' 56” 
E)
On 20 April 2018 there were two Little Black Cormorants 
sitting on nests at Tomato Lake, re-arranging and shuffling 
twigs. The nests were located on a small island. Both 
birds were still incubating on 10 May. The site was vacant 
when checked on 25 June 2018, possibly due to storms 
and heavy rain in the preceding week. No breeding was 
recorded in 2019.
Canning River Weir, Canning (32º 01'17” S, 115º 55' 
15” E)
On 24 April 2018 there were four pairs of Little Black 
Cormorants sitting on nests in trees overhanging the 
Canning River, upstream from the Kent Street Weir. 
There were two groups of two pairs, both with an active 
Australian Darter nest next to them. At one nest a Little 
Black Cormorant brought nesting material to the nest of a 
sitting bird.
The Canning River weir site was checked on 13 June 2018 
and there were five active nests, two with sitting birds 
and three with juveniles. The juveniles had black down 
covering head, neck, belly and rump, and the wings had 
feathers. They were venturing outside the nest site and 
quite vocal. 
Beenyup Swamp, Woodvale
Little Black Cormorants were reported breeding in mid-
October 2018 at Beenyup Swamp. 
Northam
A small number of Little Black Cormorants were reported 
nesting near the Avon Weir at Northam in early December 
2017.
Albany
There was a small active Little Black Cormorant colony 
at the wetlands along Princess Royal Drive, west of the 
Brig ‘Amity’. Around 20 pairs of Little Black Cormorants 
were nest building along the foreshore facing Princess 
Royal Harbour on 13 May 2018. The nests were located 
in a large tree. There had been a slight increase in the 
number of breeding Little Black Cormorants when the site 
was checked on 30 June 2018. There were 30 active nests 
though only one nest contained juveniles. A further 12 
breeding pairs were present. 
Little Black Cormorants were observed retrieving sticks 
from under water to build nests. Copulation on the nest 
was observed. On 5 September 2018 the colony was 
checked and the number of active Little Black Cormorant 
nests had increased to 75 and the number of nests had 
increased to 54 (pers. comments Steve Elson). The colony 
was active in 2019.
Denmark
There was a colony of Little Black Cormorants in a big tree 
outside the office at the Denmark River Caravan Park in 

2018. Apparently, they have been nesting there for years 
according to a local fisherman. 
Brad Kneebone checked this site out a couple of years ago 
and did a rough count and came up with over 100 nests 
spread over several smaller to larger trees on the river 
bank at the mouth of the Denmark River.
There is another site on a freshwater wetland lined with 
paperbarks on private land adjacent to Wilson Inlet 
that has both Little Pied Cormorants and Little Black 
Cormorants breeding. They start breeding around July or 
later.
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NEW OSPREY NESTING PLATFORM 
AT LANCELIN
In early July 2019 BirdLife WA received a call from Peter 
Murphy from the Lancelin District Community Association. 
Ospreys in Lancelin had started to build a nest in the 
powerlines, which posed a problem. Western Power had 
removed one nest and now the birds were back trying 
to rebuild on the same pole. We suggested erecting an 
artificial nesting platform in the hope the Ospreys will 
settle there.

A team effort was required. Some local volunteers 
constructed the nesting platform, Western Power donated 
the pole and the Shire of Gingin allocated land and 
assisted with the installation of the pole. Local businesses, 
Lancelin Carpentry and Lancelin Trade & Rural Supplies, 
helped in making the nesting platform.

The new nesting pole is located at the northern fringe of 
town, at the end of Hawcroft Place, 50m north of the most 
northern house and less than 100m from the beach. The 
nesting platform was installed on Thursday 29 August 
2019.

A visit made by Shire Ranger, Chad Donaldson on 26 
September showed that the Ospreys had taken up 
residence on the new nesting platform and had already 
built a substantial nest. A check on 18 October showed an 
Osprey present on the nest. All indications are that they 
are breeding on their new nesting platform. 

Full credit goes to the combined community effort that 
went into this successful project. It got off the ground 
quickly and was completed in a short period of time.

Marcus Singor

Lancelin Osprey nest, photo by Chad Donaldson

A BIRD A MINUTE!
On 23 July 2019 I went to Lake Monger in Wembley for a 
walk around the lake and to observe the birdlife there. 

I arrived at 1140 and the first birds seen were eight 
Eurasian Coots that were soon followed by a pair of 
Blue-billed Duck, a pair of Dusky Moorhen, three Willie 
Wagtails, 40 Hoary-headed Grebes and then a close up 
view of a singing Australian Reed-Warbler.

The birds were coming thick and fast to such an extent 
that the 25th bird species seen, a pair of Australian Raven, 

was at 1205, meaning in the first 25 minutes I had seen 
25 species, or in other words one bird species a minute for 
the first 25 minutes of birding.

In the next 50 minutes I saw another six species, resulting 
in 31 species seen on the walk in 75 minutes. 

It got me thinking of some birding trivia of what a record 
number would be in relation to a bird a minute when 
commencing a birding walk. Given the relative abundance 
and visibility of water birds I suggest the record could only 
be achieved at a wetland. Herdsman Lake, Lake Joondalup 
and Bibra Lake would be obvious candidates for such a 
record within the metropolitan area. 

I am sure 30 species or much higher is attainable, so 
the challenge is open to us all. In addition to adding to 
birding trivia it has the benefit of making a regular visit 
less mundane and more challenging, interesting and fun. I 
suggest a bird actually has to be seen to be recorded. 

On the subject of birding trivia and numbers, another 
fun competition is to try to see the most bird species 
in one tree at any one time. I remember last winter in 
Applecross I saw five species in a single flowering Flame 
Tree. The birds were Rainbow Lorikeet, Brown Honeyeater, 
New Holland Honeyeater, Singing Honeyeater and Red 
Wattlebird. 

Another is the highest number of active nests in a single 
tree. A few years ago, in Mt Pleasant a Black-faced 
Cuckoo-shrike, Willie Wagtail and Magpie-lark were nesting 
in the same large tree. 

I look forward to hearing of these initial records being 
exceeded in future editions of Western Australian Bird 
Notes. 

Wynt Maddeford 

COLLECTION OF NEST MATERIAL 
BY SPOTTED PARDALOTE AND RED-
EARED FIRETAIL
During the excursion to Victoria Reservoir in late August 
a male Spotted Pardalote was observed stripping fine 
lengths of the soft, inner bark from a melaleuca or 
‘paperbark’ (see photograph). It would then fly off with the 
bark which was being used to line its nest. This is usually 
passed to the female which builds the nest in the cavity at 
the end of the nest tunnel although there is at least one 
record of “nest building duties being shared more evenly” 
(Higgins and Peter 2002).

“The nest is formed of loosely woven, soft, fine strips of 
inner bark of eucalypts, usually stringybarks, sometimes 
intermixed with a few rootlets, grass or feathers, 
sometimes made completely from bark, sometimes solely 
of fine grass” (ibid.). Serventy and Whittell (1976) also 
mention a “nest of fine strips of bark or grasses”. The 
bird in the photograph returned at regular intervals to the 
same tree to collect more bark, giving the photographers 
plenty of opportunities.

At the same point of the excursion, an adult Red-eared 
Firetail was observed vigorously shaking a flowering shrub, 
enabling other people in the group to locate it. The reason 
for the activity became apparent a few moments later 
when the bird perched on top of some dead sticks with 
a piece of flowering stem from the bush in its beak (see 
photograph). Tips of green shrubs “are apparently nipped 
off by the birds and carried to the nest under construction” 
(Serventy and Whittell 1976), which in this instance was 
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located in a melaleuca near where the Spotted Pardalote, 
mentioned above, was collecting bark. “Twining stems 
of Fringe-lily and the tips of green shrubs” (Higgins et 
al. 2006) are used to add stability to the mainly grass 
structure.

Thanks to Chris Beebe for providing the photographs.
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Red-eared Firetail gathering nest material, photo by Chris 
Beebe

Male Spotted Pardalote gathering bark, photo by Chris Beebe

MY NEAR NEIGHBOURS ...
My near neighbours at Myalup, Ray and Cheryl Jones, 
regularly take early morning coffee on their veranda facing 
their front garden, or sit there of an evening. Over several 
seasons, they have observed the first arrival of Splendid 
Fairy-wrens at their property. They have been able to 
witness the transition of some juvenile males to full adult 
breeding plumage.

At first however, they were puzzled by the behaviour 
of male juvenile fairy-wrens. Some of them would 
periodically shiver and then violently shake themselves, in 
the process casting off a mist of fluffy material.

Within a few days those birds had morphed into their full 
adult male plumage. The photo shows one fairy-wren in 
their garden almost transformed into its full adult male 
plumage. 

Tony France

Splendid Fairy-wren, Myalup, photo by Cheryl Jones

OBSERVATIONS OF RAINBOW LORIKEETS 
FEEDING ON THE GROUND
Rainbow Lorikeets Trichoglossus moluccanus prefer to feed 
in the canopy of flowering trees (Higgins 1999). Their diet 
consists mainly of nectar and pollen, but they are also 
infamously known to eat fruits such as grapes and stone fruits 
in Perth and its surrounds (Lamont 2000; Chapman 2005; 
Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development 
2019). They have also been observed eating seeds, insects 
and even minced meat (Higgins 1999; Gillanders et al. 2017).

It was therefore a surprise when one of us (MB), while a 
passenger in a vehicle on Monday 17 June 2019 at around 
1600pm, had a fleeting glimpse of 6-10 Rainbow Lorikeets 
on the ground, apparently feeding, under an introduced 
Coastal Sheoak Casuarina equisetifolia in the median strip of 
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West Coast Highway opposite the Floreat Surf Club (-32.929, 
115.757). The site was revisited the next day at 1630 and 
two Rainbow Lorikeets were observed on the ground in the 
same location. Unfortunately, the two birds flew up into the 
sheoak canopy when approached. They foraged on ripening 
sheoak fruits while they were still attached to the tree and 
only on one occasion was a fruit seen to be dropped to the 
ground. During the next 45 minutes they did not come back 
down to the ground but eventually flew south, presumably 
to the Cottesloe roost (BirdLife Western Australia 2018). The 
site was visited again the following day at 1530 when four 
Rainbow Lorikeets and two Galahs Eolophus roseicapilla were 
feeding on the ground. This time it was possible to observe 
the Rainbow Lorikeets feeding on fallen green sheoak fruit, 
which they did so for at least 30 minutes. While driving past 
the site five days later, Rainbow Lorikeets and at least two 
Little Corellas Cacatua sanguinea were observed in the canopy 
of the same tree, presumably feeding, but none were seen on 
the ground.

Rainbow Lorikeets have been recorded feeding on Casuarina 
equisetifolia on several previous occasions, but none of the 
observers recorded them foraging on the ground (Bell 1966; 
Lepschi 1993; Hasebe and Franklin 2004). LeCroy et al. 
(1992) described a population of the closely related Coconut 
Lorikeet T. haematodus that nested and roosted on the 
ground on islets off Manus Island, but they were not observed 
foraging on the ground. 

The ground foraging behaviour of the Rainbow Lorikeets 
described above may be dependent on other species such 
as corellas which nip off and drop fruit and branchlets as 
they feed in the canopy of the sheoaks (Burbidge 2006). 
Other sightings of lorikeets foraging on the ground have 
been at artificial feeding sites where the lorikeets may have 
observed cues from other species. MB observed a single 
Rainbow Lorikeet regularly feeding on sunflower seeds on the 
ground over a four-week period in 2018 at a feed site, near 
Mandurah, established to catch Sulphur-crested Cockatoos , 
and Rainbow Lorikeets have also regularly been seen feeding 
on sunflower seeds on the ground at a backyard feed site in 
Woodvale (J. Angus, pers. comm.). Waterhouse (1997) noted 
that a few residents in southern Sydney fed sunflower seeds 
to Rainbow Lorikeets from balconies and garden feed stations 
but there is no mention of them foraging on the ground. 

Interestingly, most observations of Rainbow Lorikeets feeding 
on sheoak fruits (Table 1) have involved species of Casuarina 
rather than Allocasuarina. Lorikeets have been observed 
feeding on three (60%) of the five species of Casuarina but 
only one (12.5%) of the eight tree species of Allocasuarina 
that occur within the range of the lorikeet, and an even 
smaller proportion of shrub species are included (Table 2). 
This is probably because the mature fruits of Allocasuarina 
are very hard and woody whereas fruits of Casuarina are less 
woody.

Table 1: Records of Rainbow Lorikeets feeding on sheoak 
fruits.

Sheoak species Source
Allocasuarina torulosa T. Saunders in Higgins 

1999

Casuarina equisetifolia Bell 1966; Lepschi 1993; 
Hasebe and Franklin 2004; 
this study

Casuarina glauca Paton 1995

Casuarina obesa Stranger 1993

Table 2: Sheoak (Casuarina and Allocasuarina) species 
occurring within the range of the Rainbow Lorikeet. 
(Species, stature and distribution of Casuarinaceae species 
obtained from Wilson and Johnson 1989).

Genus No of 
species

Species in 
lorikeet’s 

range
Casuarina - trees 6 5

Casuarina - shrubs 0 0

Allocasuarina - trees 13 8

Allocasuarina - shrubs 50 29

We would be interested in hearing about any other 
examples of Rainbow Lorikeets foraging on the ground or 
feeding on any species of sheoak.
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AUSTRALIAN RAVENS SHOWING 
UNUSUAL HOARDING BEHAVIOUR

A couple of years ago (2016-2017) the lakes to the north 
of Ongerup filled when we had extensive inland flooding. 
This triggered a breeding event with Eurasian Coots and at 
least 35 breeding pairs were noted. Their clutches stand 
out and are easily noticed by predators.

It was here that I first noticed some extraordinary 
behaviour by Australian Ravens. They were actively 
and deliberately engaged in hoarding food for future 
consumption. A pair of Australian Ravens would take the 
Eurasian Coot eggs and then hide them in cervices and 
hollows in Yate trees. Most tree branches had coot eggs. 
This raven pair had young in tow. 

This unusual behaviour was recently observed again whilst 
monitoring a Little Black Cormorant colony in Albany 
where I noticed an Australian Raven pair raiding the top 
nests of the colony for eggs. What was most surprising 
was that the ravens would take the eggs and then wedge 
them in nearby tree branches. They were storing the eggs 
as if in a larder. These ravens did have fledged young to 
feed. The predation cycle continued at the Little Black 
Cormorant colony with Silver Gulls swimming in the lake 
below the colony waiting for the odd egg to roll out of a 
nest and into the water. 

When I got home in Ongerup I noticed Australian Ravens 
taking eggs from my chickens and then hiding them on 
the property. They were able to carry a chicken egg in 
their beak and proceeded to cover it up with grass or like 
material. I observed them doing this on three occasions.

The hoarding behaviour was observed at three different 
localities. 

Steve Elson

Editors' note: Hoarding, or caching, is well known in 
corvids world-wide, and has often been reported in the 
Australian Raven (Higgins et al. 1996). However, hoarding 
eggs would seem to be quite rare in this species, with 
the report by Barbara Reif (1998) of an Australian Raven 
caching an egg, and carefully covering it with leaves, in a 
house gutter in Joondanna, Perth, being perhaps the only 
previous report.
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YELLOW-BILLED SPOONBILL COLONIES 
IN SOUTH-WESTERN AUSTRALIA
When it comes to Western Australian breeding colonies 
of the Yellow-billed Spoonbill, Platalea flavipes, not a lot 
is known. They are quiet and unobtrusive birds and their 
breeding sites are often up high and hard to locate. When 
the ‘Directory of Important Wetlands in Australia’ was 
first published in 1993 the only known breeding site in 
the metropolitan area, was at the Spectacles. The colony 
was found in paperbarks (ANCA 1996). This article covers 
some additional breeding sites. An overview of known 
breeding locations is shown in Table 1.

Tomato Lake

At Tomato Lake, Belmont, the Yellow-billed Spoonbill has 
been breeding on a small island since at least April 2012. 
Ian Wallace reported that they don't appear to breed every 
year but do so most years, usually in autumn. He has seen 
up to six active nests with young at any one time. A small 
number bred in spring 2017 and raised about four or five 
chicks. In some years the colony has been destroyed by 
storms. On 30 April 2018 two fully fledged juveniles were 
seen begging for food. 

On 8 September 2018 a Yellow-billed Spoonbill was seen 
carrying nesting material (large twig) to a nest site. Two 
Yellow-billed Spoonbills were sitting on nests whilst two 
others were standing on partly constructed nests. 

There were five active nests on 24 October 2018. Four 
of the nests had young nearly adult size. There were 
generally two young at each nest with only one nest 
with three juveniles. The nests were located in Swamp 
Paperbark and in Broad-leaved Paperbark and situated 
quite high up in the trees. 

During a visit on 29 January 2019 a pair of Yellow-billed 
Spoonbill was standing on a nest and shuffling sticks 
around. The nesting tree was swamped in the evening 
by Australian White Ibis which came in to roost. Two 
spoonbills were sitting on their nest whilst a few others 
were scattered around the trees on the island. 

On 15 March 2019 there were four active nests. This was 
the autumn breeding season. One nest was observed with 
a small recently hatched young and a standing adult. Two 
pairs were sitting on nests. 

Yellow-billed Spoonbills were again active at the colony 
from early September 2019 onwards. On 23 September 
four breeding pairs were present and on 14 October five 
Yellow-billed Spoonbills were sitting on nests.

Canning Vale

There is a Yellow-billed Spoonbill colony at Canning Vale 
where it breeds with a small number of Australian White 
Ibis. It is known to have bred there since at least 2013. 
A nest with three juveniles was reported on 29 October 
2013. 

The Yellow-billed Spoonbill colony was still active off 
Alexandria Boulevard, Canning Vale in 2018. On 28 
October there were eight active nests, located on an 
island. Most nests contained two juveniles, half adult size 
and still downy and two birds were still sitting on nests. 
The nests were located high up in casuarina trees and one 
nest was in a Broad-leaved Paperbark. There were about 
ten Australian White Ibis nests. 

During visits made between 30 January and 16 May 2019 
no autumn breeding activity was detected. 
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On 9 September there were two Yellow-billed Spoonbills 
sitting on nests. On 16 October there were eight active 
nests, one of which had two half grown juveniles.

Beenyup Swamp, Wanneroo

On 19 October 2018 one Yellow-billed Spoonbill was 
observed sitting on a nest in a water-swamped paperbark 
tree. Beenyup Swamp had the highest water levels in 12 
years in 2018.

Phil Snow advised that he had recorded between five and 
six pairs breeding at Beenyup Swamp in 2015, 2016, 2017 
and 2018. 

Len Howard Nature Reserve, Mandurah 

Yellow-billed Spoonbill was reported nesting at this site in 
January 2009 (WABN 129). There are no other reports of 
breeding at this site. Around 20 Yellow-billed Spoonbills 
were found roosting on dead trees in a shallow wetland 
lake in Len Howard Nature Reserve during a visit on 1 May 
2018. 

Serpentine River, Mandurah

The three nests of Yellow-billed Spoonbills found around 
the northern Peel Inlet have all been solitary nests high up 
in large trees.

1.  Coodanup, along the Serpentine River at 
Macquarie Drive.

The Yellow-billed Spoonbill has nested in a huge Tuart tree 
at this location for three years (2017, 2018 and 2019). 
The nest site is adjacent to the Serpentine River where the 
road bends. In May 2017 the nest had two large juveniles. 
There were two juveniles in the nest in September 2018. 
A Yellow-billed Spoonbill was sitting on the nest in late 
August 2019.

2.  Coodanup, corner of Riverina Avenue and Arabian 
Drive.

This site is located in a large Tuart tree in a residential 
area. Yellow-billed Spoonbill was recorded breeding at this 
site in 2018, rearing one young which left the nest on 8 
December. On 29 August 2019 this nest contained young 
which means they commenced breeding in July. The young 
had fledged and left the nest by early October.

3.  Erskine, carpark at the end of Sirrocco Drive.

This location is close to the Chimneys and located inside 
a gated private housing estate. Access is restricted to 
residents.

On 19 October 2018, two recently fledged Yellow-billed 
Spoonbills were scrambling in a tall Marri tree. Breeding 
was noted in 2019, with possibly more than one nest at 
this location.

Yanchep

The Yellow-billed Spoonbill has bred at Yanchep National 
Park intermittently when water levels were high and 
suitable for breeding with one to two pairs nesting on the 
island off the west side of the lake (opposite the picnic 
ground). The nests were in the paperbark trees which 
were standing in water about six or seven years ago. 
They have not bred at Yanchep for a number of years. 
Allen Moore sighted two Yellow-billed Spoonbill nests on 9 
November 2008.

Lake Chillinup, Takalarup

A colony of about a dozen pairs of Yellow-billed Spoonbills 
have nested at a wetland south of Chillinup Road, about 

7 km east of the Lake Chillinup Nature Reserve, since at 
least 2010. They bred in 2018 and their nests were built at 
the base of dead trees about one metre above water level.

The Yellow-billed Spoonbill nests here suffered from 
predation by Whistling Kites.

Dalyellup, Capel

A small colony is situated between Maidment Parade and 
Norton Promenade in Dalyellup, in a park with lakes. A 
Yellow-billed Spoonbill was seen with nesting material 
in its beak on 20 August 2018. A few other nests were 
sighted at the time. There was an Australian White Ibis 
colony nearby.

On 24 August 2019 two completed nests were noted and 
two other nests seemed to be in progress. There were 
seven Yellow-billed Spoonbills present, either standing in 
the nest or resting in a lower tree. The nests were located 
high up in Marri trees. There were at least three breeding 
pairs. 

Dardanup, Eaton

The Yellow-billed Spoonbill breeds at the Cleveland Bay 
Reserve. There are two to three nests in the wetland and 
nesting was confirmed most years. In 2019, only one nest 
was seen high up in a Marri tree where the birds nest each 
year. They also nest along Millars Creek and a nest can 
usually be found high up in one of the Marri trees. 

Northam

There has been a colony of Yellow-billed Spoonbill on an 
island in the Avon River (Weir) for many years. Yellow-
billed Spoonbill was reported nesting at Northam Weir in 
December 2008 (WABN 129). Breeding was confirmed in 
2014, 2016, 2017 with six nests reported in 2016. Nesting 
records come from October, November and December and 
nests were in paperbark trees.

Denmark

The Yellow-billed Spoonbill has bred in Karri trees on a 
private property about 24 km west of Denmark along Pit 
Road. There have been four nests. They have bred at this 
location between Parry Inlet and Owingup Swamp, for the 
past four years.

At another location, the owners of a property on Parker 
Road, east of Kent River, advised that they had spoonbills 
nesting in their swamp land. The Yellow-billed Spoonbill 
has been nesting here in the paperbarks for at least ten 
years. 

Albany, King River

Beverley Davis resides on a property which has frontage 
on the King River and is adjacent to an area of mud flat, 
some samphire and dead tree stags. She recalled that 
the first pair of spoonbills nested in one of the Marri trees 
about 6-8 years ago. They hatched and reared two chicks. 
The nest was more than 60 feet from the ground, but 
nowhere near the river. Over the years another one or 
two nests have been built. They have continued to rear 
chicks each year, appearing round about June and again 
in October. This year, 2019, saw some activity around the 
nest towards the beginning of July. They were absent for 
a while but on 2nd August a pair was observed mating at 
the nest. On 28 October the bird was standing at the nest 
and now and then put its beak down as though tending to 
eggs or a chick. The nest was too high to see into. On 29 
October a check revealed there was a new nest in a large 
Lemon-scented Gum. There were three definite nests. 
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Hopetoun

There are two nesting sites near Hopetoun where the 
Yellow-billed Spoonbill is known to have bred. These are 
at the northern end of Culham Inlet where the Steere 
River enters the Inlet (2010) and at the west Jerdacuttup 
Lake (2012), on the south side, in six metre tall, dead salt 
water paperbarks (pers. comm. John Tucker). There is 
a record of four breeding pairs at Jerdacuttup Lake from 
November 1988 (WABN 49, 3). Yellow-billed Spoonbill is 
known to roost at Dunns Swamp though it is not known if 
they breed there. 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

Spectacles

During 1990-1992 surveys, the Yellow-billed Spoonbill 
was recorded breeding in the Spectacles. At the time it 
was the only known breeding area for spoonbills in the 
metropolitan area. The colony was found in paperbarks 
(ANCA 1996). Steve Elson who surveyed the Spectacles 
in the nineties noted about 20-30 Yellow-billed Spoonbill 
nests.

Eganu Lake (Pinjarrega Lake NR), Coorow

One pair was reported breeding in 1981 (Jaensch et al. 
1988).

Ibis Swamp (Namming NR)

Several broods of young Yellow-billed Spoonbill were seen 
in a cluster of paperbarks in Ibis Swamp in September 
1984. They probably also bred at other sites within the 
reserve (Jaensch et al. 1988).

Toolibin Lake

At least four pairs of Yellow-billed Spoonbills were 
recorded breeding as early as September and as late as 
December (exceptional in April) (Jaensch et al. 1988). 
These observations were made during four years of study 
from mid-1981 to mid-1985.

Chandala (Gingin)

At Chandala eight pairs bred, with eggs as early as August 
and as late as November in three years, 1982, 1983 and 
1984 (Jaensch et al. 1988). 

The ‘Directory of Important Wetlands in Australia’ reports 
five to 15 pairs breed in most years at Chandala Swamp 
(ANCA 1996).

At a swamp west of Bambun Lake (Gingin Shire) ten 
breeding pairs were sighted on 31 October 1988.

Albany

At Mettler Lake (NE of Albany) a nest with one large young 
was noted on 23 October 1988 (WABN 48). A visit made 
to Mettler Lake on 27 October 2019 did not produce any 
sightings of Yellow-billed Spoonbills or signs of breeding 
activity.

Lake Coyrecup

Dave Secomb reported a Yellow-billed Spoonbill nest with 
two juveniles at Lake Coyrecup on 19 November 2006 
(WABN 121).

Harvey Estuary

On 17 September 1988, 15 pairs were recorded breeding 
at a swamp near the south end of Harvey Estuary (WABN 
48).

Coornalbidgup Swamp, Esperance

On 10 November 1987 at Coornalbidgup Swamp a Yellow-
billed Spoonbill nest in a paperbark, in deep-flooded Yate 
swamp, was recorded with three eggs (WABN 45, 2). This 
was the first breeding record for the Eucla Division.

Lake Wheatfield, Esperance

The Yellow-billed Spoonbill was reported nesting in 
November 2008 (WABN 129). They were recorded 
breeding during surveys conducted at Lake Wheatfield 
during the years 1997 to 2009 (Cale et al. 2011).

Moora Swamps

The Yellow-billed Spoonbill was found breeding in the 
Moora swamps in October 1921. Three nests consisting 
of a platform of sticks in paper bark trees were noted, 
containing three, three and two eggs respectively 
(Serventy and Whittell 1976).

Discussion

Some Yellow-billed Spoonbill populations will breed twice 
a year. At Tomato Lake they bred in spring (September, 
October) and autumn (March, April). At Coodanup young 
were observed in May (autumn) and September (spring), 
though multiple breeding seasons were not observed 
across the board. The Yellow-billed Spoonbill has moved 
into residential areas, such as parks with lakes and street 
scape habitats, to breed. Nesting sites vary in height 
from just above ground level to high in the trees. There is 
strong nest site fidelity as the same nests are used over 
consecutive years.

Nesting trees identified were Tuart (Eucalyptus 
gomphocephala), Marri (Corymbia calophylla), Karri 
(Eucalyptus diversicolor), Swamp Paperbark (Melaleuca 
rhaphiophylla), Broad-leaved Paperbark (Melaleuca 
quinquenervia), Swamp Yate (Eucalyptus occidentalis), 
Lemon-scented Gum (Corymbia citriodora) and casuarina 
species. The size of congregations of Yellow-billed 
Spoonbills observed outside the breeding season tends 
to indicate many breeding sites remain unknown. For 
example, 40 Yellow-billed Spoonbills were seen at Bibra 
Lake on 1 April 2019 by Ken Glasson and 200 were seen at 
Lake Mealup on 14 April 2019 by David James.

A visit to Barragup Swamp Reserve on 7 October 2019 did 
not find any breeding activity. This location had supported 
a large colony in the past. No large breeding colonies were 
identified whilst investigating Yellow-billed Spoonbills.
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Marcus Singor

Table 1.  Yellow-billed Spoonbill colonies in the south-west of Western Australia

Location Shire Year Comments Source 

Moora Swamps Moora 1921 3 nests Serventy and Whittell 
1976

Eganu Lake Coorow 1981 1 pair, Pinjarrega NR Jaensch et al. 1988

Barragup Swamp Murray 1981 to 1985 50 pairs Jaensch et al. 1988

Chandala Swamp Chittering 1981 to 1985 8 pairs, reported breeding during 
3 years of the survey period

Jaensch et al. 1988

Toolibin Lake Wickepin 1981 to 1985 At least 4 pairs, reported 
breeding during 4 years of the 
survey period

Jaensch et al. 1988

Ibis Swamp Dandaragan 1984 Several broods, Namming NR Jaensch et al. 1988

Ludlow Swamp 
(McCarley's)

Capel 1986 6 active nests WABN 40, 2

Yellilup Lake Jerramungup 1986 5 active nests WABN 40, 2

Coornalbidgup Swamp Esperance 1987 1 nest with 3 eggs in November WABN 45, 2

Parnham's Lake Toodyay 1988 1 pair, Bejoording WABN 49

Barrett-Lennard Lake Gingin 1988 1 pair, Beermullah district WABN 49

Hilliup Lake Jerramungup 1988 2 pairs WABN 49

Mettler Lake Albany 1988 nest with 1 large young WABN 48

West Jerdacuttup Lake Ravensthorpe 1988, 2012 3 pairs John Tucker, WABN 49

Spectacles Kwinana 1990-1992 Small breeding colony in 
paperbarks

ANCA 1996

Herdsman Lake Stirling 1995 6 pairs Steve Elson

Lake Wheatfield Esperance 1997 to 2009 Reported breeding during survey 
periods

Cale et al. 2011

Lake Coyrecup Katanning 2006 Nest with two nestlings David Secomb, WABN 121

Yanchep National Park Wanneroo 2008 1-2 nests Allen Moore

Parker Road, Kent River Denmark past 10 years breeding confirmed Tina Smith

Steere River, Culham 
Inlet

Ravensthorpe 2010 nesting John Tucker

Lake Chillinup, Takalarup Albany 2010 to 2018 Up to 12 pairs nesting Steve Elson

Vasse-Wonnerup wetlands Busselton 2012 4-5 nests Don Carlson

King River property Albany 2012 to 2019 Up to 3 nests Bev Davis 

Tomato Lake Belmont 2012 to 2019 Up to 6 nests Ian Wallace, Marcus Singor

Gnombup Swamp, 
Bremer Bay

Jerramungup 2013 6 pairs Steve Elson

Alexandria Boulevard Park Gosnells 2013, 2018, 2019 Up to 8 nests Laurie Boyle, Marcus 
Singor

Northam, Avon River Northam 2014, 2016, 2017 6-7 pairs nesting, likely each 
year

Phil Snow

Beenyup Swamp Wanneroo 2015, 2016, 2017, 
2018

5 to 6 pairs Phil Snow

Owingup Swamp, Pit 
Road

Denmark 2015, 2016, 2017, 
2018

4 nests Tina Smith

Cleveland Bay Reserve, 
Eaton

Dardanup 2016, 2018, 2019 2-3 nests Don Carlson

Coodanup Mandurah 2017, 2018, 2019 2 pairs Judy and Andre du Plessis

Erskine Mandurah 2018, 2019 1 pair Geoffrey Groom, Marcus 
Singor

Dalyellup Capel 2018, 2019 3 pairs at least Alfred and Hidi Lau

Millars Creek, Eaton Dardanup 2018, 2019 1 nest usually Don Carlson
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BirdLife Western Australia
Committee nomination form

Position:                                                                                                                                                                                                   
(Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, Committee member)

Nominee:                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Nominated by:                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Seconded by:                                                                                                                                                                                                  

I hereby accept this nomination:                                                                                                                                   
(Signature of nominee)

Date:                                                     

Please return this form before 24 January 2020 to:

The Secretary, BirdLife Western Australia, 167 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat, WA 6014

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
BirdLife Western Australia

Nominations are called for the following 
positions to be elected at the BirdLife 

Western Australia Annual General Meeting 
on 24th February 2020:

Chair
Vice Chair
Secretary
Treasurer
Committee members (up to 7)

Nomination forms are available from the 
BirdLife WA office and also in this edition of 
WABN (see below) and should be returned to 
the Secretary by 24 January 2020.

All positions are open and not all current 
committee members will be renominating. 
Volunteers willing to attend the monthly 
meetings and take on these responsibilities 
are sought.

Birdlife Western Australia

NOTICE OF 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

BIRDLIFE WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Monday 24 February 2020 at 7:30 pm
Bold Park Ecology Centre, 
Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat

The Annual General Meeting of BirdLife Western 
Australia is called to consider the following 
agenda:
1. Apologies
2. Confirmation of 2019 minutes (see BirdLife 

WA website)
3. Business arising
4. Chair’s report
5. Treasurer’s report
6. Election of officers
7. General business
8. Guest speaker (Dr. Kris Warren, Murdoch 

University)
Viv Read, Chair
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Birdlife WA Christmas Picnic BBQ
All Birdlife members and friends come and celebrate our successful year.

Date: 8 December 2019
Where: Vietnam Memorial Pavilion
 May Drive Kings Park
Time: 11 -2 pm 
BYO: Chairs, food for bbq/picnic
 drinks and especially good cheer 
Shelter: The pavilion provides good shelter

Parking is nearby: see 
map of area

BirdLife WA Office News
The BirdLife WA office will close on Thursday 19th December and will re-open on Monday 6th January 2020. I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank the team of people who volunteer in the BirdLife WA office. We are able to have an office open 
to members and the general public five days a week because of the generous donation of their time and expertise.

A special thank-you to Wendy MacGibbon who retired from the office roster in October after many years of volunteering in 
the office once a fortnight;, you will be missed. We are fortunate to have new volunteers join us every year and I am always 
happy to hear from anyone who has some spare time and would like to help out.

I hope everyone has a lovely Christmas and New Year and I look forward to working with you all in 2020.
Annette Park

Office Manager

Advertising rates in 
Western Australian Bird 

Notes
(subject to change without notice)

Full colour (A4 page size):
$200.00 one-off, or

$150.00 per page if placed in 
four consecutive issues:

Black-and-white:
¼ page: $35.00
½ page: $55.00

A4 page $100.00
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New BirdLife Australia working list of 
Australian birds

The BirdLife Australia working list of Australian birds 
has recently been revised, and version 3 (August 2019) 
is now available at https://birdlife.org.au/conservation/
science/taxonomy as a down-loadable Excel file. As 
this is the standard list for BirdLife publications, it is 
the taxonomy and nomenclature followed by Western 
Australian Bird Notes.

As far as many of us are concerned, compared with 
version 3 there are a number of changes at the species 
level in relation to the birds we mostly see. One curious 
and rather arbitrary one is the separation of Western 
Fieldwren from Rufous Fieldwren, although it must be 
noted that other often-used checklists also recognise 
the south-western populations as a separate species, 
despite the lack of evidence for that split. The Kimberley 
White-lined Honeyeater has become the Kimberley 
Honeyeater, split from the White-lined Honeyeater of 
the Top End, and the Nullarbor Quail-thrush is split from 
the Cinnamon Quail-thrush and Western Quail-thrush 
is split from Chestnut-breasted Quail-thrush. Similarly, 
the shrike-tits are split into three species, with Western 
Shrike-tit and Northern Shrike-tit occurring in WA, and 
Arafura Fantail is treated as a separate species from 
Rufous Fantail. Paperbark Flycatcher is split from Restless 
Flycatcher. On the other hand, Western Whistler is 
retained within Golden Whistler. There are a few changes 
in common names, including 'Great Pied Cormorant' 
for Pied Cormorant - a change that may lead to some 
confusion for some of us.

For those interested, there are two other lists relevant to 
Western Australia. The 'official' State list is maintained by 
the WA Museum as part of their 'Checklist of Terrestrial 
Vertebrate Fauna'. This list, which is available at http://
museum.wa.gov.au/research/departments/terrestrial-
zoology/checklist-terrestrial-vertebrate-fauna-western-
australia, is the list used for Western Australian legislative 
purposes and by government departments such as 
the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and 
Attractions. It is updated at least annually.

Another list which will be of interest to WA birders is the 
one maintained by Leeuwin Current Birding. This list, 
available at http://wabirdingblog.blogspot.com/search/
label/Lists, is based on version 9.1 of the IOC list. It is 
updated when relevant changes occur in the IOC list.

Allan Burbidge

Do you know where Rainbow Lorikeets 
congregate at sunset?

BirdLife will be coordinating Rainbow Lorikeet roost 
counts in February 2020 and needs your help to ensure 
we can get volunteers to as many roost sites across 
Perth Region as possible. Rainbow Lorikeets roost 
communally in tall trees each night with the number 
of lorikeets at roost sites peaking in summer after the 
main breeding season. Lorikeets arrive at the roost 
sites around sunset in noisy groups. They leave their 
roosts in the pre-dawn (prior to 5am during the summer 
months) and this means that early morning sightings 
are often distant to the roost site. Roost sites are often 
many kilometres from feeding sites that the lorikeets 
use during the day, so it is important to only report sites 
where you see lorikeets at sunset.

Funding from

Please report to BirdLife WA any night time roosts by 
emailing rainbowroost@birdlife.org.au or by phoning 

the WA office on 9383 7749.

Rainbow Lorikeet, Bibra Lake, photo by Robyn Pickering
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Donations to
BirdLife Western Australia

The Western Australian Branch is aiming to be in 
the financial position to support conservation work 
through projects, particularly aimed at threatened 
species. With the decline in government funding, 
support for this work through donations and bequests 
is one way this aim can be realised in the future.

Tax deductible donations specifically for BirdLife 
Western Australia can be made to BirdLife Western 
Australia through our office at Peregrine House. A tax 
deductible receipt will be issued.

If the donation is being made as a direct deposit 
in the BirdLife Western Australia bank account, it 
is important to signify who it is from and that it is 
specifically for BirdLife Western Australia. Donations 
will then be held in a separate account so that they 
can be accounted for through the national office 
each year in accordance with the Federal Taxation 
Department requirements.

Such donations, unless specified by the donor for a 
particular purpose, will be used to assist in meeting 
the objectives of the organisation. 

If you have decided to make a lasting legacy to 
BirdLife Australia in your Will, contact Bequests 
Officer Ralf Sternad on 03 9347 0757 for a confidential 
discussion on your options, including any specific 
requests (e.g. support for black cockatoos in WA).

Viv Read 
Chair

New WA members
Birdlife WA New Members 29 July to 23 

October 2019

Tomasz Beech
Claire Brooks
David Budd

Madeleine Challender
Jane Coffey
Ray Coffey
Mark Drury
Alicia Dyson
Judith Ewing

Lois Ives
Greg Kerry

Christina Kipling
Michelle Mann

Kim Noris
Pamela Norris

Anthony Parker
Rahav Poked
Sue Sillitoe
Karen Smith

Scott Sokolenko
Titus Witsenburg

BIRDLIFE AUSTRALIA LITTLE 
BLUE BIRDLIST

As there has been a lot of interest in the Little 
Blue Birdlist Book we have had it reprinted. 
It is wonderful for recording birds seen in 

the field and it is useful for sending data to 
BirdLife for birds seen.

The price is $5 and we think a bargain – even if 
you use your phone to record all your sightings 
this can be used as a back-up – you might lose 
your phone!!! Or use it for an Australian Life 

List or monthly and yearly lists – a very useful 
little book and we should all purchase one. 

They are available in the office or we can send 
them out and they will be for sale at all events.

Christmas is just around 
the corner, time to stock up on cards for 

the festive season. 

Contact WA Birdlife Office to find out 
about prices and postage.

P 08-9383 7749

E: wa@birdlife.org.au 

Important Notice! Missing GPS
One of our Great Western Woodlands GPS instruments 
seems to have 'gone walkabout' from the cupboard in 
the BirdLife Office and the borrower has not signed it 

out in the book. Could all of you check your studies and 
cupboards and see if it has been forgotten in a corner. 

It has a white plastic adhesive label with GWW 6 on it. 
The box it is in is similarly labelled. 

Please return as soon as possible to the BirdLife Office 
at Perry Lakes, or notify us at gww@birdlife.org.au.

Office phone is 9383 7749.
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WHEATBELT AVON GROUP
MT JACKSON CAMP-OUT 23 TO 26 AUGUST
Led by Phil and misled by Max (or maybe the other way 
round) 17 keen birders from the Avon Group and a few 
Perth imports enjoyed a great birding, flower and scenic 
trip in the Great Western Woodlands around Mt Jackson 
Station and Mt Manning Reserve.
After meeting at Bullfinch we proceeded to Mt Jackson 
Station where we set up our weekend camping site. The 
camp site was amongst some beautiful eucalypt woodlands 
on the north edge of a primary salt area that was covered 
in samphire. On the southern side of the samphire were 
stands of large sheoaks on a sandy soil. This cross over of 
vegetation types and the fact that this area hasn’t been 
over grazed by livestock, made this an excellent camping 
area.
Saturday we travelled to the Die Hardy Range then 
through the Mt Manning Nature Reserve. After a brief 
stop at the southern end of the ranges, we had lunch at 
an abandoned stone hut. Heading north at a brief stop by 
a dry lake many of us were delighted by sights of Varied 
Sittellas. On the road again, despite the best efforts of a 
large bull camel to block the way, we emerged at Johnson 
Rocks where we had great views of Crimson Chats and 
Dusky Woodswallows.
Areas in Mt Jackson station were visited on Sunday, 
culminating at Pigeon Rock just south of the Die Hardy 
Ranges where we saw many birds including Mistletoebirds 
and nesting White-browed Babblers. At another stop after 
pushing our way through an acacia thicket we inspected 
a monitored Malleefowl nest, observing recent scrapings. 
Homeward bound it was only the last vehicle lucky enough 
to spot a Malleefowl venturing onto the road. 
Our camping spot provided excellent views of two very 
sought after species – Chestnut Quail-thrush (Copperback 
Quail-thrush) and Gilbert’s Whistler among many other 
more common birds for the area.
Across the dry lake a small group witnessed a fatal attack 
on a Tawny Frogmouth by a Brown Goshawk, just after 
it had been inadvertently flushed from its roost on the 
ground. Very sad but that is nature.
Many thanks to Phil and 
Max for their leadership 
and great repartee which 
kept us all amused during 
our periods travelling. 
Thanks also go to Dale 
and Tina Vernon, the 
owners at Mt Jackson, for 
letting us use the roads 
and woodland area where 
we camped. In total 67 
species of birds were 
seen.

Lorraine Chyne

Dusky Woodswollows, photo 
by Michael Bouette

ALBANY BRANCH
KAMBALLUP NATURE RESERVE / SYRED 
ROAD, 13 AUGUST

The weather forecast wasn't promising, but after a two-
month winter break we were keen to go birdwatching and 
decided to head inland hoping to get away from coastal 
showers. While we didn't find as many birds as hoped 
for, we recorded the first Shining Bronze-Cuckoo for the 
season. In the Albany region their distinct calls are usually 
heard from the beginning of August. The usually difficult to 
observe Purple-crowned Lorikeets were very cooperative 
with a pair posing next to a tree hollow. Our luck no doubt 
owing to the fact that nobody had brought a camera 
along. We also managed to get very good views of a pair 
of Restless Flycatcher next to the Kalgan River. In the river 
itself we found quite a few different duck species including 
Hardhead and Musk Duck. 

Purple-crowned Lorikeet at Stirling Range Retreat, photo by 
Ian Wallace

LAKE POWELL / TORBAY HALL, 10 
SEPTEMBER

We were pleased to see that the Parks and Wildlife 
Service had carried out some much 
needed maintenance work along the 
access trail to the Lake Powell bird hide. 
Red-eared Firetails were feeding on 
the track and several Shining Bronze-
Cuckoos performed a communal display, 
calling repeatedly and flicking their 
wings. However, our joy was somewhat 
diminished when we arrived at the hide 
and saw that the bulk of the birds were at 
the far end of the lake, making it difficult 
to observe them even with a spotting 
scope. We cut short our visit and moved 
on to the Elleker–Grasmere Road bridge 
where we carried out a two hectare 
survey and managed to spot a record 
39 species in 20 minutes. Highlight was 
the sighting of a Crested Shrike-tit. Our 
final destination for the day was the trails 
at Torbay Hall. An area burnt two years 
ago was recovering and we managed to 
find a good variety of bushbirds nearby 
including Sacred Kingfisher, Spotted 

Pardalote and Red-winged Fairy-wren.
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CRANBROOK / BOB'S LAKE, 22 SEPTEMBER

We visited our favourite reserve east of the Cranbrook 
townsite which generally guarantees good sightings of 
bushbirds and we weren't disappointed. We soon found 
Varied Sittella, Striated Pardalote, Western Yellow Robin 
and Regent Parrot. However, for some reason both Rufous 
Whistler and Rufous Treecreeper, which we had regularly 
observed there in the past, eluded us. Our tally for the day 
was 41 species. We continued on to Tom South Lake to see 
if we could find any Hooded Plover, but couldn't see any 
birdlife on the lake. We moved on to Bob's Lake, located 
on a private property along Brickhouse Road, which has 
a bird hide accessible to the general public thanks to the 
Lehmann family. Only a small number of Chestnut Teals 
and Australian Shelducks were present on the lake. We 
considered ourselves very lucky when several Red-capped 
Plovers landed right in front of the bird hide. 

STIRLING RANGE, 8 OCTOBER

This month's outing was joined by several BirdLife 
members from South Australia and also the host of 
BirdLife's weekly spring bird walks at the Stirling Range 
Retreat. However, even with extra eyes and ears the 
number of our sightings remained quite meagre in 
comparison to previous years. The Southern Scrub-robin 
barely called let alone showed itself, Western Yellow 
Robins preferred to hang out somewhere else and the 
Australian Owlet-nightjar was only heard calling briefly, 
but never found. We did enjoy good views of Scarlet Robin 
parents with a recently fledged young and a pair of Sacred 
Kingfisher was observed courting. A Restless Flycatcher 
was sitting on a nest. Perhaps the very dry winter on the 
south coast was starting to have an impact on birds. We 
recorded a total of 41 species.

OTHER EVENTS

During National Bird Week we also offered two events - 
'How to become an Aussie Backyard Bird Counter' and a 
bird walk around Lake Seppings. Sadly, the second event 
had to be cancelled due to constant drizzle which only the 
ducks seemed to enjoy. This year's Aussie Backyard Bird 
Count nevertheless turned out to be a success. With help 
from Albany's Yarn Bombers (https://www.facebook.com/
ABCGreatSouthern/videos/397846974461298/?t=2) the 
number of people participating in the count was nearly 
twice as high as last year. However, it seems we still have 
quite a bit of work ahead of us teaching locals how to 
properly identify birds as the Aussie Bird Count species 
list for Albany included Squatter Pigeon, Sooty Tern and 
Azure Kingfisher! The Helmeted Guineafowl was real and 
hopefully has found its way home by now.

UPCOMING OUTINGS

Excursions will take place on Tuesday, 14 January, 11 
February and 10 March. More details about destinations, 
where to meet etc. will be made available on E-news. You 
can also check the Albany Bird Group's website http://
sites.google.com/site/albanybirds/Home and Facebook 
page. Excursion leader will be Anne Bondin (albanybirds@
hotmail.com). Feel free to get in touch for further 
information

Anne Bondin

DENMARK BIRD GROUP
DISCOVER THE BIRDS OF DENMARK EVENT
The Denmark Bird Group (DBG) held a 'Discover the Birds 
of Denmark and Beyond' event early in October at the 
Shire of Denmark rooms. DBG partnered with the Wilson 
Inlet Catchment Committee to host the event which was 
facilitated by a community assistance grant from the 
Shire.
It was a whole day event with a full house attendance 
of 70, and the feedback from participants resulting in an 
excellent rating and strong encouragement to hold similar 
events in the future. 
The aim of the event was to build awareness and 
knowledge within the Denmark community about the 
birds of the region and their needs, particularly for the 
conservation and protection of their habitats.
The range of speakers and their presentations was 
exceptional including the highly competent Vicki, Plaxy 
and Tegan very generously provided by BirdLife WA 
Branch plus Nic Dunlop from CCWA and Basil Schur 
from GreenSkills. Topics covered included shorebirds, 
threatened species and WA’s recovery programs, 
passerines, seabirds and waterbirds all aligned towards 
basic species identification and ecology. 
On the Sunday morning after the event, an excursion 
was made to the area near the mouth of Wilson Inlet 
where seasonal fencing has been erected and a sanctuary 
proposed by the DBG to protect feeding and roosting 
migratory shorebirds and breeding residents Australian 
Pied Oystercatcher, Red-capped Plover and potentially 
Fairy Tern against disturbance by people and dogs.
In addition to considerably increasing DBG membership 
from the success of Saturday’s event, valuable insight 
was gained from participant evaluation as to where 
improvements can be made in DBG’s involvement in 
similar events in the future. This is likely to occur next in 
early 2020 with the annual GreenSkills Festival of Birds 
and Biodiversity.
Denmark Bird Group is an Associated Group of the BirdLife 
WA Branch.

Brad Kneebone, Convenor

Discover the birds of Denmark event, photo by Nick Shaw
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BUNBURY
BIRDLIFE BUNBURY MANGROVE 
BOARDWALK EXCURSION, 12 OCTOBER
In this cool spring morning, sunny with a mild breeze, 
eleven birders were up early and assembled at the 
carpark, ready for the 4km Mangrove Boardwalk.
We were first excited with an Australian Pied Oystercatcher 
and then a Common Sandpiper by the little jetty, just off 
the path when we started.
Along the way, White-cheeked Honeyeaters were showing 
off and luckily we saw some New Holland Honeyeaters too, 
despite that they are not usually seen together.
Several times we also heard the call, but did not see, a 
Rufous Whistler.
The team was thrilled to see two Ospreys looking after 
two little chicks in the nest positioned on the man-made 
platform. And we witnessed the adult Osprey catch a fish 
which it brought back to feed the chicks! In addition to the 
Osprey, we also saw a Peregrine Falcon and a Whistling 
Kite, adding to our raptor list. At the end we found a 
female Australian Darter, with a just caught  fish, trying to 
orientate the fish to feed through her throat.
All in all, 33 species were recorded and we celebrated it 
with lots of home-made goodies at the morning tea.

Alfred and Hidi Lau

CAPE TO CAPE BIRD GROUP
All excursions are advertised in the Cape to Cape Bird 
Group newsletter (see publications on the BirdLife WA 
website) and may be advertised on BirdLife WA E-news 
and are for BirdLife Australia members, supporters and the 
general public.
Ensure you are on the list to receive information for 
monthly seabird trips.
For details of any activities please contact Christine Wilder 
cwilderone@yahoo.com.au

BIRDBLITZ WALK, MARGARET RIVER-MOUTH 
TO LOOKOUT AND CIRCUIT RETURN, 4 
AUGUST
The weather was not looking promising and an impressive 
swell of more than four metres was pumping at Surfers 
Point. Many Australasian Gannets were seen out behind 
the sets, flying directly south and a glimpse was made of 
an unidentified albatross way out. There were only three 
of us on this stunning walk. The first bird seen at the 
Margaret River mouth was special – a Great Cormorant – 
not often seen along this coastline. Eleven Crested Terns 
were roosting on the sand and then around 40 Galahs flew 
out over the ocean to the point. At that moment a pair of 
Osprey glided in. One bird flew to collect some seaweed 
on the far bank and carried a small piece off towards the 
nest on the old Wallcliffe House turret, then the second 
bird did the same thing by flying along the low dune edge, 
collecting some vegetation and carrying it off in the same 
direction. Both these birds were travelling fast back to the 
nest.

We carried on up the Cape to Cape Track towards the first 
lookout when an Australian Hobby flew past at speed and 
a Nankeen Kestrel was seen hovering by the road. Further 

on we were able to look down on the Osprey nest on the 
turret of the old Wallcliffe House where two Ospreys were 
in the nest. We heard and saw Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike, 
White-breasted Robin, Grey Fantail and Golden Whistler 
and the best bird for the morning, a Shining Bronze-
Cuckoo, the first for this season. New Holland Honeyeaters 
were plentiful and there may have been a couple of White-
cheeked Honeyeaters amongst them, but they wouldn’t 
show themselves. We had a great morning with 24 species 
seen.

Christine Wilder

INVESTIGATIONS OF THE ST. ALOUARN 
ISLAND GROUP, 10 AUGUST
What can I say about this month’s seabird trip but that it 
was beyond expectations? A full charter and a pleasure to 
welcome our youngest member (of nine years) plus new 
members from Augusta on their first excursion, and sea-
birders from Perth, Bunbury, Dunsborough and Margaret 
River. The purpose of these trips is to document species 
and numbers as not much has been recorded recently in 
and around Augusta waters. 

As we made our way out the wind was up, and I think 
from the east, meaning it was a little choppy, preventing 
us from sheltering at St. Alouarn Island. We passed by, 
but not much in the way of birds on that side, so onto 
Flinders Island and the South East Rocks and more than 
fifty fur seals lounging around. Out past the islands, south-
ish into open water, there was nothing much happening at 
all when an adult Australasian Gannet glided close by with 
a juvenile in tow.

Some people had cameras at the ready, others looked 
bored, and we were wallowing a bit, but it is sometimes 
the way it can be out there. The advantages of this boat 
are an absence of fumes and our ability to focus on land in 
the distance. 

An albatross flew past, towards St. Alouarn Island, not 
venturing in our direction. When a second albatross 
came in a little closer, Peter and I threw out a couple of 
sardines. Once one bird is attracted then others appear 
seemingly from nowhere, maybe making a connection with 
a potential food source from a fishing vessel or drawn to 
oily fish. Three species of albatross right beside the boat 
– Indian Yellow-nosed, Black-browed and Shy – providing 
a good opportunity to compare sizes between the larger 
adult Black-browed and the smaller ‘mollymawks’. There 
was a squabble between species when a Brown Skua flew 
in and it was definitely on. Skuas are well known as bullies 
of the ocean and harass other species. Rob, Peter and 
I spotted about twenty smaller seabirds flying way out 
in the long deep dips between wave peaks. These birds 
were difficult to identify accurately even from photos, but 
probably Hutton’s Shearwaters on their August migration 
to the snow-capped mountains of the South Island of New 
Zealand. Thanks to Alfred Lau for his long-distance shots 
of these birds enabling the best possible id.

Other wildlife seen included a large sting ray in the 
harbour, Humpback Whales passing the boat at about 
80m and dolphins. The weather was just about 'spot on', 
enabling us to return through the impressive lighthouse 
passage! To top off the morning, four Ospreys flew in 
formation along the coast behind the harbour entry.

What a morning we had out on the ocean for around three 
hours! Thanks once again to Dave Muller for his local 
knowledge, especially when negotiating the lighthouse 
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passage, and for a very comfortable boat – perfect for 
sea-birders. Photographs are invaluable for id so special 
thanks to the photographers on board – and to Ian Wiese 
and David Mills for looking at the photos and discussing 
seabird identification.

Christine Wilder

AMR SHIRE RESERVES ALONG MONTI ROAD, 
AUGUSTA, 25 AUGUST
As an attempt to show that Augusta has more for birds 
than the estuary and river-mouth, a group of eight birders 
assembled to visit the Shire of Augusta-Margaret River’s 
reserves between Caves Road and the Calkarri Estate. 
After being greeted by a well habituated but free roaming 
Emu, we started by walking down Monti Road and onto 
Caves Road, watching for traffic as well as the variety of 
birds in the diverse roadside vegetation and adjoining 
paddocks. Brown Honeyeaters were in song and both 
Shining Bronze-Cuckoos and Fan-tailed Cuckoos were 
heard, along with Inland Thornbills, Spotted Pardalotes, 
Red-capped Parrots and Australian Ravens seen.

A 4WD track led from the road through a patch of sandy, 
open bush where some time was spent watching four 
Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos calling and observing us. 
Further along, Scarlet Robins indicated the open nature of 
this area. Walking along the firebreak behind the blocks 
we observed domestic fowl and Helmeted Guineafowl 
together with Grey Fantails, Golden Whistlers, New Holland 
Honeyeaters, Gilbert’s Honeyeaters and Red Wattlebirds. 
Some people took advantage of the early flowering to 
botanise and photograph as well.

We returned via a circuit route to the property, whose 
owners had kindly allowed us to park off road to enjoy 
morning tea, followed by a trip to the Blackwood River 
mouth to observe the competition that non-birding boaters 
and fishers give to the birds. Caspian and Crested Terns, 
Australian Pied and Sooty Oystercatchers, Silver and 
Pacific Gulls, Australian Pelicans, Pied, Little Pied and Little 
Black Cormorants were seen with a distant sighting of an 
Osprey. A dry, sunny morning and good company created 
a very enjoyable excursion.

Roger Crabtree

BIRDBLITZ WALK, CAPE NATURALISTE, 1 
SEPTEMBER
Once again, the weather report was diabolical when four of 
us gathered at the Cape Naturaliste Lighthouse car park, 
where gusty winds and showers had us considering having 
a coffee instead of bird-watching. However, once we set 
off, the weather was clear and we were sheltered from 
the wind on our walk south along the 'Access for More 
Trail', part of the Cape to Cape Track. Our walk took us to 
the Wilanup Lookout with a spectacular view of Sugarloaf 
Rock and the rough ocean below us. Two gannets were 
flying close to shore and battling the wind head on. There 
wasn’t a great variety of species, but the numbers counted 
were higher than expected. New Holland Honeyeaters and 
Silvereyes were in abundance.

After morning tea in the cottage, we made our way to 
the water tank to see if any birds were coming to drink. 
The seepage from the tank is very popular with birds on 
hotter days but on this morning the birds were keeping 
well hidden. Finally, a walk up to the lighthouse deck for 
a sensational view on such a wild morning, and a bonus 
of three whales performing for us. This turned out to be a 
great morning’s birding

Christine Wilder 

INVESTIGATIONS OF THE ST. ALOUARN 
ISLAND GROUP, 7 SEPTEMBER
National Threatened Species Day was an appropriate date 
to venture out to count seabirds. With nine on board, we 
headed into a moderate breeze and swell. We stayed long 
enough near the islands to see a Sooty Oystercatcher, 
Ruddy Turnstones and Crested Terns on the rocks, along 
with the usual fur seals, and then headed for the open 
ocean, travelling further south than on previous trips, into 
spectacular sets of waves. 

Up the front, Blake and I spotted albatrosses and 
shearwaters in the distance, but the birds weren’t coming 
in too close. Eventually a shearwater flew in and then 
more appeared along with several Indian Yellow-nosed 
Albatrosses. Finally, a Shy Albatross joined the other birds 
and we were surrounded. The shearwaters were almost 
flying under the canopy of the boat, agile and pretty 
impressive to watch dipping between the waves, especially 
when a number of them fly in together. We returned 
via Lighthouse Passage, with a view of tourists on the 
walkway at the top of the lighthouse, and the lightkeepers 
cottages.

Thank you to the photographers, for so many spectacular 
photos, making it difficult to choose just a few to 
accompany this report, and it was great to welcome 
Graeme Pateman on board too. Thanks also to Dave Muller 
and Blake Muller for an exhilarating trip once again.

Christine Wilder

MRBTA SHINING A LIGHT ON BIRDS, NGILGI 
CAVE WALK, 30 SEPTEMBER
These bird walks, organised by André Courtis from the 
Margaret River Busselton Tourism Association, continue to 
be very popular, and a large group of enthusiastic birders 
met for a walk around the Ngilgi Cave area on the 30 
September.

On the first part of the walk, heading up towards the 
lookout, the birds remained very quiet, but once we 
followed the track down to the lower gardens of Caves 
House, the birds began moving about. The first really 
great sighting was of a Shining Bronze-Cuckoo perched for 
some time in a dead tree, allowing everyone to observe 
the brilliant green-bronze sheen of the plumage and hear 
its distinctive call. A Grey Currawong gave a variety of 
calls from the top of the limestone cliff, a Brown Goshawk 
was calling, then flew off and a Fan-tailed Cuckoo was 
also calling in the distance. White-breasted Robin, Red-
winged Fairy-wren, Golden Whistler, Inland Thornbill and 
White-browed Scrubwren were all seen with a final total of 
eighteen species.

Once again thanks to André who organised a great walk 
and special morning tea for us.

Christine Wilder

MEELUP REGIONAL PARK VOLUNTEERS BIRD 
WALK, 22 OCTOBER
It was a perfect morning for a bird walk when 22 of us 
set off at Meelup. We first checked the Osprey nest in the 
car park and at 9.30am we saw the top of the head of an 
Osprey with one eye peering out from the nest. The bird 
called every so often too. After watching for some time, 
some photographs were taken, and later a bird was seen 
perched on the branch above the nest. Some of the group 



Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 172 December 2019 Page 41

WA Regional groups, ctd

then saw the top of an Osprey’s head just above the nest 
(female) and a second bird sitting on the branch above it 
(male). A pair of Galahs was seen guarding a hollow below 
the Osprey nest.

Meelup is such a great place for a walk, and on this 
particular morning ours followed the track to the Gannet 
Rock car park and return. Along the way we saw birds 
quite close to the track, including  Western Rosella, Brown 
Honeyeater, Inland Thornbill, Silvereye and Splendid Fairy-
wren. A Western Spinebill called from a flowering Bull 
Banksia and Striated Pardalote was  also heard. Three 
species of cormorants were perched on the rocks and two 
Crested Terns flew by. A total of 23 species was seen.

Thanks to Kay Lehman of City of Busselton and the 
volunteers of the Meelup Regional Park for organising an 
enjoyable walk.

Christine Wilder

INVESTIGATIONS OF THE ST. ALOUARN 
ISLAND GROUP, 6 OCTOBER
The weather for this trip out was too perfect, but 
participants were very happy about it. With eleven of 
us on board, we headed towards St. Alouarn Island for 
a short stop to look at gulls and cormorants, then on to 
Flinders Island for the usual fur seals, roosting terns and 
Ruddy Turnstones. This time we didn’t traverse between 
Flinders and South East Rocks, instead carrying on to open 
ocean even further south than we have been previously.

As usual Blake and I were up the front, when a whale 
breached spectacularly ahead of us. Shearwaters started 
flying in and circling the boat, followed by albatrosses. 
Most of the 37 shearwaters were Flesh-footed, with only 
a couple of Wedge-tailed. The first group of albatrosses 
were Black-browed (immatures and sub-adults), most 
with darker underwings and several showing the dirty 
yellow horn bill. A juvenile Indian Yellow-nosed Albatross 
sat on the water. A sub-adult Indian Yellow-nosed 
Albatross and a Shy Albatross circled the boat 
but wouldn’t come in closer, then a Brown Skua 
flew in, making a quick exit too; perhaps these 
birds weren’t comfortable being outnumbered by 
black-brows. It is an extraordinary experience 
watching interactions between albatrosses and 
other seabirds. When two Pacific Gulls flew in, 
the shearwaters flew together for some distance 
in the opposite direction. I hadn’t considered 
there may be a pecking order between these 
two species. One gull gave its fabulous ‘mocking’ 
call with its head thrown back. One Australasian 
Gannet was seen flying past us.

Thanks to Blake, Mary, Fran, Brad and Jane for 
taking hundreds of photographs, with some used 
to ensure positive id, and to Ian Wiese, David 
Mills and Dean McFaull for their comments. I 
thank Dave Muller and Blake Muller for an exciting 
trip out once again.

Christine Wilder

AUSSIE BACKYARD BIRD COUNT, 
BARRETT STREET WEIR TO 
PERIMETER ROAD FOOTBRIDGE AND 
RETURN, 26 OCTOBER 

The Aussie Backyard Bird Count is always a fun morning 
and this day was no exception. Nine of us did eventually 
turn up for stages of the walk and despite a lot of talking, 

laughing and stopping for orchids and other plants, we did 
manage to see twenty bird species with good numbers of 
each recorded. Results were later entered on the ABBC 
website, where the report was that Australia-wide more 
than three million birds had so far been counted during 
Bird Week.

At morning tea, Terry Scott was awarded best dressed 
birder (in his scooter outfit) and Helena Blom won the 
prize for photograph of the day (the birds weren’t co-
operating for many photos, but a Laughing Kookaburra 
did pose nicely on a stag tree). We didn’t see a Crested 
Shrike-tit or a Square-tailed Kite, but maybe we weren’t 
even looking

Christine Wilder

PEEL-MANDURAH GROUP
FAIRBRIDGE VILLAGE, 23 AUGUST
In spite of the inclement weather at the beginning of the 
day it fined up around 9am and we were able to enjoy a 
lovely sunny morning with 30 species identified, including 
Rufous Whistler, Fan-tailed Cuckoo, Black-faced Cuckoo-
shrike, Straw-necked Ibis, Red-capped Parrot, Striated 
Pardalote and a number of other inland birds, not to forget 
the display by the resident Indian Peafowl.

The outing was finished off with morning tea in the café 
offering a range of delightful cakes and scones which was 
very pleasing and enjoyable, complementing the morning 
outing. Members were presented with a complimentary 
copy of Emma Blythe’s paintings of life around the village 
in a birthday and anniversary calendar.

A big 'thank you' to the Fairbridge Village staff who gave 
us a cordial welcome that was topped off by enjoying the 
lovely surrounds of this historical place.

Bill King

Great Egret at Creery Wetlands, photo by Bill Russell 
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CREERY WETLANDS, SEPTEMBER 27
On a glorious spring day, 15 members and visitors braved 
tOn a glorious spring day, 15 members and visitors braved 
the start of the long-weekend traffic and lots of mosquitos 
to visit the Creery wetlands in Mandurah. With urban 
gardens, sheoak woodlands, samphire wetland and open 
water, we racked up 52 species of birds in our two-hour 
stroll along well maintained trails.

The shallow, open water had good numbers of Pacific 
Black Ducks, Little and Great Egrets, a few Eastern 
Curlews, lots of Pied Stilts and about a dozen Common 
Greenshanks. There were a few Black Swans, a Yellow-
billed Spoonbill, a tight flock of Banded Stilts and Red-
necked Avocets and Great Pied, Little Pied and Little Black 
Cormorants. A few Fairy Terns were feeding out from the 
hide.

The samphire had Splendid Fairy-wrens buzzing about, 
Little Grassbirds calling all over the place, a few White-
fronted Chats and the occasional Australian Pipit.

The sheoaks had lots of mosquitos, a Rufous Whistler, 
Singing, Brown and White-cheeked Honeyeaters, Red 
Wattlebirds, more fairywrens and fantails and scrubwrens.

We had three pairs of Ospreys in various parts of the 
reserve and Whistling Kites kept everything alert.

The houses along the edge of the reserve gave us a 
glimpse of how the 'other half' lives.

Good company, good birding, good trails and a coffee shop 
with good brownies made for an enjoyable morning.

Bill Russell

LEN HOWARD CONSERVATION 
PARK, 25 OCTOBER

Fifteen people enjoyed the outing at which 56 species 
were identified.

New faces that were welcomed were Michelle Darke 
and Pauline Woolley whom I hope will be able to join us 
regularly.

A reminder that our annual Christmas get-together will 
be at the Peel Alehouse in Halls Head on December 6th, 
11.30am for 12 noon. A blackboard menu is available as 
well as other choices and the bar prices are reasonable.

For this event I will appreciate you advising me if you will 
be attending as to allow the venue to cater for us, because 
hopefully many of you will join us for an early Christmas 
Festivity.

Please advise me by telephone, 9534 9913 or by return 
email.

I have proposed an outing in December which will be 
Saturday 14th and the venue is Erskine Lakes, but may be 
subject to change. Importantly for this to be a success it 
will depend on numbers so I will appreciate you letting me 
know if you are interested.

I had a lovely surprise this morning to see a flock of over 
50 Red-necked Avocets who have returned to our lagoon 
here at my village.

Bill King

Osprey at Creery Wetlands, photo by Bill Russell
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BAIGUP WETLANDS, 1 AUGUST
With only 21 participants, we decided to proceed as a 
single group this time, a decision everyone seemed to 
appreciate. It’s always good to have the full benefit of the 
combined talents of the more experienced birders who 
turn up on the day and again I was truly impressed with 
the generosity of BirdLife members towards community 
members who attend on excursions like this that are open 
to the general public. The challenge of trying to prevent 
cyclist/birder interactions of the less pleasant kind on the 
sealed path through the reserve, has often led us in the 
past to break into two groups. But cyclists were relatively 
few for a change and more respectful than usual of 
wandering binocular-wielders who can, admittedly, let their 
instinct for self-preservation slip a bit sometimes in the 
excitement of a new or unusual sighting.

Although our crakes and rails kept themselves hidden in 
the vegetation, the eight duck species observed on the 
two lakes compensated nicely. Extra fresh water on the 
landward side of the path (due to modifications made 
to the under-path culverts by a Baigup Wetland Interest 
Group grant last year) auger well for a bumper waterbird 
breeding season this spring. Sadly, residents are also 
reporting sudden outbreaks of waterbird distress at night, 
generally a sign that foxes and cats are once again out in 
full force. 

A Brown Goshawk was the only raptor seen, but bush birds 
were abundant, including Variegated Fairy-wren, Striated 
Pardalote, Mistletoebird, Silvereye, five honeyeater 
species, Grey Butcherbird, both feral dove species, etc. All 
in all, it was a lovely day, for which I thank my co-leader 
Rick Curtis and everyone else who came along.

Penny Lee 

PIESSE BROOK, 10 AUGUST
Having a clear bright sunny day was a well appreciated 
change from the previous few years.

The park was as lovely as ever with lots of spring flowers 
in bloom, including swathes of hoveas, some hibbertias 
and the occasional orchid here and there. It was a joy to 
see and hear the stream/brook flowing rapidly. Galahs 
were busy choosing and fetching nesting material and the 
calls of the Fan-tailed Cuckoo accompanied us most of the 
morning. 28 species were seen.

Stella Stewart-Wynne

PHOTOGROUP WARRADALE ROAD AND 
COLLINS RD, FLINT, 11 AUGUST
We were kidded by the weather forecast as it turned out 
to be a misty, cold and grey day but 11 of us turned up 
anyway, including one guest and one 'non-photographic' 
member. Despite the challenges with poor light conditions 
it was another enjoyable excursion. The area is normally 
a high chance for Western Yellow Robin but not that day. 
One of the group did see a single bird but the rest of us 
drew a blank. There was speculation that those robins 
could have emulated the Red-capped Robin and moved 
closer to the coast for winter. That said the absence of 
blossom on the trees meant that the Yellow-plumed 
Honeyeater and the Dusky Woodswallow were operating at 
much lower levels, even feeding on the ground. Thankfully 
the reliable spot for Blue-breasted Fairy-wren turned up 
trumps, even if the birds were still in eclipse. Also some of 
the group saw Crested Shrike-tit. 

Probably one of the features for the day was the number 

of different parrots out there. Along with the usual 
Australian Ringneck and Elegant Parrot there were Regent 
Parrot and a small flock of Purple-crowned Lorikeet and 
most notably the latter were in breeding mode as mating 
was observed.

The weather returned to forecast the closer we got back to 
the metro area.

Ken Glasson

QUEENS PARK REGIONAL OPEN SPACE, 18 
AUGUST
A chilly 3ºC start to the day didn’t deter 16 members and 
six visitors coming to see the birds.

As usual for these parts, Brown Honeyeaters dominated 
the airwaves from the beginning. However, as the morning 
warmed a little, other birds could be heard and we saw 
some of them, too. 

The Shining Bronze-Cuckoo could be heard regularly but it 
wasn’t until the walk was nearly over that we actually saw 
it. Unfortunately, the Striated Pardalote wasn’t as obliging 
and we had to rely on its calls for identification purposes. 
At the other end of the spectrum, the Grey Fantail seemed 
as determined to get a good look at us as we were of it. 

Good views were also had of Red and Western Wattlebirds 
as they fed side by side in the same tree. This gave those 
who were not so familiar with them the opportunity to spot 
the differences. 

A Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike was seen to be carrying food, 
but we couldn’t tell if it was feeding young as the food 
was dropped while being beaten against a branch. A Galah 
popped its head out of a hollow as its partner kept an eye 
on us but, again, we couldn’t confirm breeding.

To add variety to the morning, we did some wildflower 
spotting along the way, too. While it was still a bit early 
in the season for a bold display, six different orchids were 
seen flowering.

The bird count at morning tea came to 40 species but was 
increased to 42 while we sat chatting. First, some Straw-
necked Ibis flew overhead and then the honeyeaters drew 
our attention to a Brown Goshawk – the only raptor for the 
day.

Sian Mawson

BICKLEY BROOK WALK, 25 AUGUST
We were fortunate to have a dry and bright morning 
for the walk although there were several murmurings 
regarding the quite cool temperature that greeted 
us. Once we started the walk however the breeze 
abated somewhat and the temperature rose to a more 
comfortable level. Any thoughts of a low turn-out as a 
result of the cold were soon put to rest as there were 
28 people who left the car park at 8:30 am to enjoy the 
birding.

The birding did seem a little slow at the start, with just 
good numbers of Australian Ringnecks, Galahs, New 
Holland and White-cheeked Honeyeaters making their 
presence known. Things soon improved though and we 
recorded four cuckoos – Fan-tailed, Shining Bronze, 
Horsfield's Bronze, and Pallid Cuckoos – in short order. 
The dam was not as productive as on previous visits 
with only Pacific Black Duck, Australian Wood Duck, and 
Australian Shelduck along with Little Black and Little Pied 
Cormorants.
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Along the main track we found Common Bronzewing and 
Western Rosella. The characteristic calls of Red-eared 
Firetails close by led us to an area where we found them 
associated with a couple of nests. On the return journey 
we located a Crested Shrike-tit, considered out of range by 
the Birdata database, and Gilbert's Honeyeater as well as 
Rufous and Golden Whistlers, Grey Shrike-thrush as well 
as a few Dusky Woodswallows.

Somewhat surprisingly we failed to find any robins but 
both Spotted and Striated Pardalotes and Splendid Fairy-
wren were seen and heard. A very pleasant, almost spring, 
walk enhanced by the number of plants that were in 
flower.

Clive Nealon

VICTORIA DAM, 31 AUGUST
Fifteen members enjoyed a very productive walk at 
Victoria Dam. Only one short shower caused raincoats and 
umbrellas to be used briefly. There was no wind so bird 
calls were easy to locate and the birds were easily seen, 
particularly New Holland Honeyeaters, of which there were 
lots.

Below the steps there was plenty of evidence of recent Fire 
Mitigation Clearing. There were no thornbills or fairy-wrens 
in their usual spots as there was very little understory 
left. Two grebe species were on the dam and an Australian 
Shelduck was calling loudly.

At the rotunda the Red-eared Firetails were completing 
their nest with a spray of green foliage and blossom which 
had been vigorously plucked from a nearby bush. I was 
unable to determine if this foliage and blossom went 
into or just adorned the outside of the nest. A Spotted 
Pardalote in the same area was also seen carrying nesting 
material, but this was dry grassy material. The White-
breasted Robin was found here. Western Yellow Robin was 
near the carpark and Scarlet Robin was seen in several 
places. Golden Whistler and Grey Shrike-thrush were seen 
and heard.

The plentiful blossom allowed several honeyeater species 
to be found, including a Yellow-plumed Honeyeater, 
Gilbert’s, Brown and New Holland Honeyeaters and 
Western Wattlebirds. Numerous Australian Ringnecks 
were seen and heard as well as Red-capped Parrots and 
a couple of Western Rosellas. Two black-cockatoo species 
were present and some Galahs.

The walk took over three hours so morning tea was 
welcome, but still the birds kept coming. A Brown 
Goshawk flew over to increase the raptor total to three. 
A Scarlet Robin joined us at tea and a total of 46 bird 
species was the final count.

Claire Gerrish

NORTH LAKE, 7 SEPTEMBER
On what turned out a beautiful spring morning, 23 
members found their way to the revised starting point 
on Hope Road, with thanks to Nigel for his “marshalling” 
efforts.

An initial diversion from the main track, found us exploring 
some beautiful bush and wetland areas, where early 
waterfowl sightings included the rare, for here, Freckled 
Duck. Back at the main lake we were afforded some great 
views of Splendid Fairy-wren, whilst a few also managed 
Australian Reed-Warbler and Little Grassbird. As we circled 
the lake our duck count reached a very creditable ten, with 
also Australasian and Hoary-headed Grebes ticked off.

Both Carnaby’s and Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos favoured 
us with 'fly-overs' and a raptor count of five was attained 
for the morning, with the last-minute inclusion of a Black-
shouldered Kite, as we commenced our morning tea and 
bird call. Other highlights included Common Bronzewing, 
Crested Pigeon, Fan-tailed Cuckoo (thanks Chris), White-
browed Scrubwren and Yellow-rumped Thornbill.

Our final count further swelled to a very respectable 
62 species, when Clive and Clare observed (and 
photographed) an Intermediate Egret, on the lake’s edge, 
as they exited via Progress Drive.

Alan Watson

STAR SWAMP, 12 SEPTEMBER
We started off with Tawny Frogmouth juveniles which 
was a good introduction for the nine visitors and twelve 
members. Next we had a group of Australian Ringneck 
with Rainbow Lorikeet and Little Corella all calling as a 
Brown Goshawk alighted in a tall eucalypt – all good for 
photographers and others. Further along we had Red-
tailed Black-Cockatoo and later white-tailed black-cockatoo 
completing this section.

The ever present Brown Honeyeaters were joined by 
White-cheeked, New Holland Honeyeaters and Red 
Wattlebirds. The swamp came up with a pair of Australian 
Wood Duck and ducklings, Grey Teal, Pacific Black Duck, 
Dusky Moorhen and Eurasian Coot. Motorbike Frogs were 
demonstrating their talents nearby.

All up 34 species for the day. My last report.

Michael Hancock

FORRESTDALE LAKE, 13 OCTOBER
Twenty-seven people came along for the annual walk at 
Forrestdale Lake NR. With nice weather, we began as usual 
observing the lake from the viewing platform off Moore 
Street. Even with the height of the platform, the view to 
the open water was restricted by Typha. Nevertheless 
we saw a lot of Black Swans and many cygnets, several 
Australian Pelicans, 30+ Pied Stilts and about ten 
Australian White Ibis. 

Then, after driving to the Broome Street Primary School, 
we walked the banksia woodland trail to the viewing 
point and chair overlooking the lake from the east 
side. Highlights of the trail walk were Brown Goshawk, 
Swamp Harrier, ten+ Red-capped Parrots, 20+ New 
Holland Honeyeaters and several Splendid Fairy-wrens. 
Disappointingly several species of local birds weren’t to 
be seen, e.g., Western Spinebill, Grey Shrike-thrush and 
Inland Thornbill.

After morning tea and bird call on the lawn and shade at 
the school, most of the group went on to the Stirling Road 
swamp. Looking over the fence of this privately owned 
wetland, some highlights were 200 Australian White Ibis, 
four White-necked Heron, Yellow-billed Spoonbill, Great 
Egret and Black-faced Woodswallow. Finally, some of us 
called into the adjacent golf course and, as reliable as 
in previous years, a Yellow-throated Miner was seen to 
conclude the morning excursion.

A total of 47 species (same as last year) were seen within 
the Forrestdale Lake NR, of which 11 were waterbirds. If 
you include the Stirling Road swamp, we saw 52 species 
altogether.

David James

Excursion reports, ctd
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LAKE LESCHENAULTIA, 14 SEPTEMBER
After some slight initial confusion as to the exact 
meeting spot, 24 members eventually met beside Lake 
Leschenaultia. We followed the 6 km walking track, partly 
beside the lake and partly in the bush, through Jarrah, 
Marri and Wandoo woodland.

There were views of Scarlet Robin and Western Yellow 
Robin, and the group saw Shining Bronze-Cuckoo and Fan-
tailed Cuckoo.

Musk Duck, Australian Wood Duck (breeding) and Pacific 
Black Duck were seen during the excursion. Two raptor 
species (Square-tailed Kite and Brown Goshawk) were 
sighted. 

Of the honeyeaters, four species were present: Western 
Wattlebird, Red Wattlebird, Brown Honeyeater and New 
Holland Honeyeater. Unfortunately no Western Spinebill 
was seen on this occasion.

Smaller bush birds included Splendid Fairy-wren, White-
browed (Spotted) Scrubwren, Weebill, Western Gerygone, 
Inland Thornbill and Striated Pardalote. 

The total species count was 44.
Charles Merriam

PHOTOGROUP, WEARNE ROAD, NORTH 
BANNISTER, 18 SEPTEMBER
Despite the weather (it was raining lightly at the meeting 
point), there was a good turn up of nine cars and 11 keen 
bird photographers. Fortunately, the weather improved 
when we reached the parking area and there was even a 
bit of sun!

Wearne Road has been visited many times previously and 
is a good spot to see a few birds, including Hooded Robin 
and Crested Shrike-tit. However, this time, unfortunately, 
these two species were not seen. But a number of other 
birds were seen including Rufous Songlark, Rufous 
Treecreeper, Carnaby's Black-Cockatoo and Purple-
crowned Lorikeet. After morning tea, another spot was 
tried without much success and the group then headed 
home.

Tony Richards

Rufous Songlark, Wearne Rd. Photo by Tony Richards

BAKER'S HILL ZOO RESERVE, 29 SEPTEMBER
A bright and warm morning welcomed the 22 people who 
made the trek out to Baker's Hill for the survey of the Zoo 
Reserve. There was almost as much interest shown in the 
wild flowers encountered during the walk, especially the 
orchids and verticordias. The main topic of the morning 
though was the bird life and for some time the birds 
played hard to get and we had to work hard to manage 
good sightings.

We started off from the meeting point on the corner 
of Colgongine and Berry Brow Roads and explored the 
area to the east of Berry Brow Road. In this section we 
recorded the only raptor of the day, a Nankeen Kestrel, 
and Red-capped and Scarlet Robins in fairly close 
proximity. This section also provided sound records for 
Shining Bronze and Pallid Cuckoos, and in a bordering 
paddock we saw Rufous Songlarks.

Following a tea break we then drove back a short way 
towards Baker's Hill, stopping near the creek line and then 
investigating the Reserve area to the west of Berry Brow 
Road.

The first bird seen here was a Sacred Kingfisher and this 
side of the road also produced Western Yellow Robin, 
Varied Sittella, Rufous Treecreeper, Splendid Fairy-wren, 
and Yellow-plumed Honeyeater.

During the day we also located both Western and Rufous 
Whistlers, Grey Shrike-thrush, and three thornbills – 
Inland, Western, and Yellow-rumped Thornbills. An 
interesting walk in a location not often visited provided a 
total of 36 species.

Clive Nealon

HERDSMAN LAKE, 21 SEPTEMBER
After a brief hiccup at the beginning of the walk, 15 
members and one visitor made the most of the good 
weather for the three hours it took to walk the Pony Club 
sector of the lake. This is the area where the Australian 
White Ibis breed most successfully in the Typha. There are 
hundreds of them. We did find three species of ibis and 
of grebe too. Great Egrets, Nankeen Night-Herons and a 
breeding plumaged male Little Egret were seen.

All the cormorants that you would expect to see on a 
fresh water lake were found. Also a male Australian 
Darter trying to dislodge what looked like a piece of 
plastic from its upper mandible. It was able to close its 
beak, but was obviously aware of the foreign body.

Eight duck species were seen and several had ducklings 
of various ages. The Pink-eared Duck ducklings appeared 
quite mature, but the Australian Wood Ducks were very 
young. The Black Swans had young cygnets. Three raptor 
species showed up during the walk.

Only four honeyeater species were seen and heard and 
few bushbirds were seen. The Silvereyes were nesting. 
The Rainbow Bee-eaters had not yet returned to the huge 
sandhill. A Wood Sandpiper in partial breeding plumage 
made up for it. Good views were made possible as Chris 
Beebe carried his 'scope during the walk. Many thanks.

A Buff-banded Rail joined us during tea and bird call 
giving us a total of 60 species.

Claire Gerrish
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WEARNE ROAD, NORTH BANNISTER, 5 
OCTOBER
The Wearne Road excursion was held on a warm and 
beautiful spring day! Ten members attended and together 
we saw a total for the day of 45 bird species. 

Highlights from the morning were Brown Falcon, Purple-
crowned Lorikeet going in and out of hollows, Carnaby’s 
Black-Cockatoo, Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo, Western 
Rosella, Elegant Parrot, Western Yellow Robin, Scarlet 
Robin with a chick, Rufous Treecreeper, Yellow-plumed 
Honeyeater, Blue-breasted Fairy-wren and White-browed 
Babbler. 

After a well-deserved morning tea/lunch we went further 
along Wearne Road to the corner of Link Road to see if 
Hooded Robins were still in this area. We could not find 
any robins at this site and the only addition to the list was 
a Western Spinebill, which was heard by a couple of people 
but unfortunately was not seen!

Robyn Pickering

JOHN FORREST NATIONAL PARK, 19 
OCTOBER
With a forecast of strong easterly winds and a maximum 
of 33ºC, the group started right on time to maximise the 
early cooler conditions. On the ridges and in the open 
areas, the wind did make it difficult to hear the smaller, 
quieter species but we quickly added the larger, more 
obvious species to the list. A Little Pied Cormorant was 
seen by the pool as we descended into the creek line 
which we followed for some distance. The highlights here 
were a couple of Varied Sittellas and a female Red-tailed 
Black-Cockatoo at the entrance to her nest hollow. Across 
another creek and back on to the ridgelines where birds 
became harder to find again although a lucky few did see 
a Scarlet Robin. The lead group came across a juvenile 
Fan-tailed Cuckoo which caused some discussion before 
it was added to the list. 

Descending into the Wandoo valley, the woodland opened 
up and a number of species were sighted including 
Rufous Treecreeper, Sacred Kingfisher, Rufous Whistler 
and Western Thornbill. There had been considerable 
regrowth since the controlled burn in May and many 
small wildflowers added interest to the walk.

A quick deviation to National Park Falls did not add 
any species although a couple of the photographers 
managed to find an Elegant Parrot on the way back to 
the car park. The temperature still wasn’t too high when 
we sat down for morning tea and compiled the bird list 
which came to a total of 44 species.

Peter Sandilands

LAKE CLAREMONT BIRD WALK, 24 
OCTOBER
More than thirty members and their guests, and several 
Friends of Lake Claremont members, plus Chloe Davidson, 
Town of Claremont Bush-care Officer, gathered on a 
pleasant morning for a stroll around Lake Claremont. As 
was to be expected with such a large group, we quickly 
became rather strung out. However, there were always 
enough knowledgeable birders on hand to help newcomers 
with identifications. 

We recorded a total of forty eight species, the same 
number as on this walk in 2018. Several species were 

noted as breeding, including the Australasian Shoveler, the 
first breeding record I have at the lake. 

Following the walk we gathered for a beverage in the 
shaded grassy area, outside the gym. It was agreed that 
a somewhat earlier start would be appropriate in future 
years.

David Free

WHITEMAN PARK, 26 OCTOBER
Whiteman Park has many walk and cycle trails, through 
various habitats, and consistently offers good birding 
and photographic opportunities. This excursion, with 30 
members, followed the Werillyup or ‘Blue poles’ walk 
around Horse Swamp. There was still a moderate amount 
of water in the seasonal wetland and the elevated bird 
viewing platform provided good views over the water, 
especially for Freckled Duck, White-necked Heron and 
other waterbirds. Other highlights of the day included 
Rainbow Bee-eaters and an Inland Thornbill. The list had 
started off well with a family of Banded Lapwing and 
Australasian Pipit seen by some members entering the 
park along Marshall Road edge of the park. 

After morning tea some of the group travelled further 
into the park to see a pair of resident Bush Stone-curlew 
proudly showing off their two young. Bush Stone-curlew 
had been released into Whiteman Park after successful 
captive breeding programs by various agencies in 2013, 
2014 and 2015. Now living wild and free, they seem well 
adapted to their new home.

The final tally was 55 species, including quite a few species 
not commonly seen in the Perth metropolitan area. 

Shelley Altman

Fan-tailed Cuckoo, photo by Chris Beebe
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BROOME BIRD OBSERVATORY

Chris Hassell from the Global Flyway Network 
has sent this report from our new generation of 
enthusiastic bird conservationists, 20th October, 
2019

Broome Bird Observatory-Cannon 
Netting
We were only going to stay at the Broome Bird 
Observatory for two nights but we decided to 
stay longer because we had the opportunity to do cannon 
netting with Chris, who was the researcher in charge of 
the day. So, on Sunday, we got ready to drive to the spot 
where the cannon netting was. When we got there we all 
grabbed a stool and waited under the shade of a Jiggle 
tree. We waited there for about 30 minutes, then Chris 
started the countdown from three. Although I didn’t get 
to see the net shoot from the cannon, I heard it loudly. 
It sounded like this, 'BOOM'!! We all ran as quickly as we 
could down a path on the side of a cliff. The path was 
very sandy and steep. I was a little afraid I was going to 
fall over but I made it down the path and started running 
towards the net. Then Chris started shouting that we had 
to run back to get the boxes for the birds.

I helped count how many birds were in the box a lady had. 
I carried a box full of Great Knots.

They kept on shuffling about in the box. When I got 
back to the shelter, which was held up by lots of poles, I 
watched some people put all the birds into some canvas 
cages under the shelter. Then Chris divided us into teams. 
I was with Val, Chris, Nyil and Daniel. My job was to put 
glue onto the end of a screwdriver and when Chris put 
the flag over the bird’s leg, I would slide the screwdriver 
through the gap in the flag and Chris would then hold 
it shut to seal it. Daniel did the weighing of the birds 
and checked for moulting. Nyil also did the weighing 
and he measured the bird’s beak, wings and legs. Chris 

checked for breeding plumage and he also 
did the measuring of the birds. Val did the 
scribing which meant she wrote down on 
the sheet what their tags were and all their 
measurements. 
After we did a couple of birds, Chris had to help 
elsewhere and we got to have a quick break. 
Then we got back to work tagging the birds. I 
learnt that Chris travels to China to track the 

birds that he tags here and that you can tell a bird's age 
by its tag on its leg. Tracy, Gareth, Mum and Dad were all 
helping to take samples of 60 bird’s blood. After the birds 
had been rested from their blood tests they needed to be 
released by us kids. Before we released the birds we had 
to look out for Brahminy Kites, White-bellied Sea-Eagles, 
Black Kites, Whistling Kites and even the Torresian Crow! 
To release the birds we took the cloth covering off the top 
of the box and slowly tipped the box forward and the birds 
flew or walked out of the box onto the beach.
A lady found another Whimbrel in the Great Knot’s cage, 
so that made two Whimbrels. Then the coolest thing 
happened! I got to hold and release a Whimbrel! I named 
it Whimbey the Whimbrel. I lowered Whimbey down to the 
ground and he stood still for a little bit then ran off toward 
the sea. 
We finished up after that. I had a very cool and exciting 
day. I would love to come and do it all again when I come 
back to the Broome Bird Observatory.

Amelia Furness (Age 10)

Sunday the 20th of October, 2019. The best day ever! For 
me, a 12 year old hardcore birder, who loves to watch, 
draw and handle birds (even if I don’t get to do the last 
one very often), the opportunity to do cannon netting 
was definitely the thing for me. While I was waiting the 
adrenaline coursed through my veins, got my heart 
pumping and my pulse racing. When the net finally went 

off it was all action. I slid down the sandy 
hill, sprinted down the beach and to the 
net. When I got there I was assigned to 
a nice lady named Helen. Our job was 
to collect all the Great Knots, they were 
way smaller than the Bar-tailed Godwits. 

Basically, I just followed her around the 
net, carrying the box and transporting 
the birds. When all the Great Knots were 
in the one box, she directed me to the 
shady ‘work office’ where all the canvas 
netting cages were. If it got too heavy 
for me to carry, someone else was on 
hand to carry it. But I managed it so 
it was all good. Then I was assigned 
to a team, Jane from the Broome Bird 
Observatory, Connie, who was our scribe 
and Kerry who was the expert bird 
scientist. The great thing about this was 
that you don’t have to be experienced 
with birds, and you can still help out. 
Connie did all the measurements, writing 
down numbers in boxes, like how old 
they were, if they had moulted and 
if there were any traces of breeding 
plumage.

Painting by Amelia
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Kerry was doing the measurements, but she was also 
teaching Jane how to do it. I also got to help out with the 
weighing which is where you get a cylinder, place it on the 
scales then weigh the birds. My team was happy to help 
with any of my questions, they were all very nice and I 
had a wonderful time. We got to handle the big Bar-tailed 
Godwits. Their beaks are very long and very sensitive and 
so you had to be gentle around the bill. They were also 
very squirmy, the males more than the females but the 
females still put up some good fights. The male’s bills were 
much smaller than the females, that was generally the 
way that we could tell them apart.

My job was with the small screwdriver and the glue. 
Sometimes I didn’t put enough glue in and then one time 
the wind blew it off the screwdriver, then it dried on the 
next try and then the bird’s leg wiped it off! I had to redo 
the glue four times! 

The banding process is basically just clamping four 
colourful bands, lime, yellow, red and blue, onto the leg 
in the order that Connie read out from the sheet of paper 
that held all the measurements for each bird. Each bird 
got its own engraved metal band attached to its leg with 
its number. 

I could take breaks whenever I liked and I got to see the 
birds being bled, this was when the birds would have 
a blood sample taken. I actually got to hold Bar-tailed 
Godwits after they had been bled, they kicked a lot but 
there were a few that were calm and one even pooped 
on me, which is gross but it meant that the bird was very 
calm which was good. My Mum handed the birds to me 
and made sure that they were comfortable with me. To 

make sure the bleeding had stopped I had to hold the bird 
for a minute or so, then I would put the bird into the box 
to rest for approximately five minutes. Then we would 
release them!

The first time we tried to release the birds a Brahminy Kite 
was circling overhead, looking for prey. We had to wait 
until it had passed and was heading down the beach, away 
from us. Then we could release the birds. You pull back 
the fabric lids that have little flaps in them, and tipped the 
box sidewards so the birds would tumble out gently. They 
were disorientated and just stood there for a second and 
then they flew away. Sometimes you had to turn them 
around so they were facing the sea and then they would 
fly away to join some bigger flock so they would feel safer. 
We did four releases. 

I also got to hold a Great Knot, which was better suited for 
my smaller hands. It was very cute, but I think all birds 
are cute except for the crow, which honestly, creeps me 
out a little because of the way it stares at you.

We all made a human chain to bring up the poles and 
stakes which was cool and that made it easier because 
then only one or two people had to go all the way up. 
Dad passed up the shade cloth (I heard that Chris hates it 
when sand gets in it so Dad took his job very seriously), 
my family and I grabbed our stuff and headed up the hill.

I absolutely enjoyed the day, it was a really amazing 
experience. I learnt so much about the birds and how to 
handle them, which is what I’ve dreamed of doing since I 
was eight. I would love to have more opportunities to work 
with birds in the future.

Bronte Furness (Age 12)

EYRE BIRD OBSERVATORY

What a wonderful time we have had as volunteer caretakers 
during the last of winter and the beginning of spring. After 
an absence of over ten years since our last time here 
as caretakers, it was like coming home. Eyre is such a 
wonderful place and never ceases to give us pleasure every, 
single day. Guests have been wonderful, and the birds have 
kept us occupied with identifying and counting. Such a joy.
The best part is the birds. Lots of flowering has been 
happening which has kept the honeyeaters very happy 
indeed. The burnt-out area from three years ago is 
absolutely flourishing with many species of plants. 
The Major Mitchell’s Cockatoos have been sparse at 
the observatory, but we have seen up to 40 of them 
many times on the fore dunes at the beach nibbling on 
succulents. What a spectacular sight they make. The 
Rainbow Bee-eaters are back from the north for our 
summer and their calls can be heard daily.

The beach is always giving us new 
species. The Red-necked Stints 
are back in force and our resident 
Red-capped Plovers have runners 
appearing. The Australian Pied 
Oystercatchers also appear to be breeding, as we have had 
some trying to distract us from certain areas with their ‘Oik 
Oik’ sounds, but no runners sighted yet. An Inland Dotterel 
gave us a pleasant surprise as did the Greater Sand Plover. 
There was a display of Great Cormorants at Nine Mile which 
was an absolute delight. 
The seaweed that covers our beaches in winter has 
gradually dispersed back into the sea, making observations 
so much easier. The Ruddy Turnstones are still around but 
much more visible without so much weed. Our first flagged 
Ruddy Turnstone appeared on 10th October while the 
Coates Tour group was with us. We have also had a great 
view of the Pacific Golden Plover in amongst the spinifex.
Kanidal Beach always throws up marvellous sights. Black 
Swan, Great Cormorant, Pied Cormorant, Little Pied 
Cormorant, Sharp-tailed Sandpiper, Caspian Tern, Silver 
Gull, Sanderling, Greater Sand Plover, Pacific Gull, Red-
capped Plover and runners, Sooty and Australian Pied 
Oystercatchers have all graced us with their presence, plus 
some other species too numerous to name.
After trying for a few years to entice Major Mitchell’s 
Cockatoos to breed in our nest boxes, the recently hosted 
photography course participants have found three chicks. 
The cockatoo nest camera was kindly lent by BirdLife WA.
Life is good at Eyre Bird Observatory. 

Beverly and John O'Brien

Inland Dotterel at Eyre, photo by Beverley O'Brien
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Nothing is beyond reach with 
the RX10 IV from Sony

The RX10 IV is the perfect all-in-one camera for bird photography, delivering 
lightning focus, super zoom, and silent shooting in a compact 1kg body. 

sony.com.au/premiumcompact

Shoot stunning bird images from 
any distance with the 24-600mm 
large-aperture zoom lens

Minimise disruption to birdlife 
by activating ‘Silent Shooting’ to 
operate the electronic shutter 
without noise

Conveniently photograph birds in 
motion with High-density Tracking  
AF Technology 

Capture exactly the right moment 
with continuous shooting at 24fps 
with AF/AE tracking 
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Thursday 5 December: Point Peron, 
Rockingham
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the furthest car park 
at Point Peron (i.e. the one nearest to 
the Point). From Safety Bay Road turn 
into Point Peron Road until you reach 
a T-junction and turn left. Follow this 
road until it terminates at the furthest 
car park. We will look for a few seabirds 
offshore, so bring a telescope if you have 
one.
If it is quiet, we may continue on to 
nearby Lake Richmond. 
For members and the general public.

Leader: Pauline Woolley

Saturday 7 December: Carine Open 
Space, Carine
Half day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park off Beach 
Road, Carine. Carine Open Space is part 
of the Northern Swan Coastal Plain KBA 
for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo. Over 90 
species have been recorded at this lake, 
including the three ibis, Buff-banded 
Rail, several species of duck, and various 
raptors.
Bring your telescope if you have one.
For members and the general public.

Leader: Clive Nealon

Sunday 8 December: End of Year BBQ 
/ Picnic Lunch
at Variety Pavilion, Saw Avenue, 
Kings Park.
Birdlife WA bird walk followed by picnic/
bbq lunch between 12.00-2:00 pm.
Members and their families are invited 
to attend the annual end-of-year get 
together at Kings Park this year. We have 
over 1200 members in WA!
It will be a BYO event so please bring 
chairs, food, drinks, and especially, good 
cheer.
Parking is nearby - see map of area (page 
18).

Saturday 14 December: Alfred Cove, 
Melville
Half day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park in Troy 
Park next to the Oval, off Burke Drive, 
Attadale. There should be migratory 
waders and waterbirds around the river, 
and there are always bush birds in the 
park. Over 110 bird species have been 
recorded here. Bring your telescope if you 

have one.
For members and the general public.

Leader: Toni Webster

Saturday 28 December: Bibra lake, 
Cockburn
Photogroup half day excursion
Meet at 7.00 at the northernmost car 
park off Progress drive. Bibra Lake has 
a wide variety of both bush birds (Grey 
Fantail, wrens, whistlers, Rainbow Bee-
eater, thornbills, kites, Australian Hobby 
and more, even White-bellied Sea-Eagles) 
as well as shorebirds including Pied 
Stilt, Red-necked Avocet, various ducks, 
sandpipers, Black- fronted dotterel, Black 
Swan, herons, Dusky Moorhen, Eurasian 
Coot and Purple Swamphen. You will 
need a hat, sunscreen and rubber boots 
to protect against snakes, as well as a 
groundsheet to sit or lie upon to take low 
angle images. Our target birds to explore 
new techniques or ideas in photography 
are usually egrets, spoonbills, Glossy and 
Australian White Ibis and Splendid Fairy-
wren. For those prepared to wait quietly 
and patiently it is possible to capture 
good images of both Spotted and Spotless 
Crakes. Buff-banded Rail and Baillon’s 
Crake are often present too. For those 
who want a real challenge, in flight shots 
of Welcome Swallow is always possible.
Members and Guests only

Leaders: Sandra and Ian Wallace

Sunday 29 December: Canning River 
Regional Park, Wilson
Half day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the Kent Street 
Weir car park. The walk follows a 5 km 
circuit along the Canning River, viewing 
a large selection of bush and waterbirds, 
hopefully with sightings of the elusive 
Spotless Crake. Over 110 species have 
been recorded in this area.
For members and guests only.

Leaders: George and Pam Agar

Thursday 2 January: Waterford 
Foreshore, Salter Point
Half-day excursion
Meet at the Curtin University Boat Shed 
at 7:30 am. To reach the parking area 
travel along Manning Road and turn into 
Elderfield Road which is on the western 
side of the Trinity College playing fields. 
Proceed to the end of this street and the 
parking area is on the right hand side. We 
will walk along the river front for about 2 
km and return via a nearby park.

Bring morning tea because, if time 
permits, we will move to Salter Point 
where further species may be seen.
Due to the popularity of this walk, it will 
be repeated on the weekend.

Leader: Clive Nealon

Sunday 5 January: Waterford 
Foreshore, Salter Point
Half-day excursion
Meet at the Curtin University Boat Shed 
at 7:30 am. To reach the parking area 
travel along Manning Road and turn into 
Elderfield Road which is on the western 
side of the Trinity College playing fields. 
Proceed to the end of this street and the 
parking area is on the right hand side. We 
will walk along the river front for about 2 
km and return via a nearby park.
Bring morning tea because, if time 
permits, we will move to Salter Point 
where further species may be seen.
Due to the popularity of this walk, it is 
being repeated.

Leaders: Lorraine and Richard Chyne

Sunday 12 January: Lake McLarty, 
Murray
Full-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the gate into Lake 
McLarty Reserve. Travel on the Forrest 
Highway past Pinjarra Road, turning 
right into Mills Road and continue for 
approximately 3.7 km until you see the 
reserve entrance gate on the right. Take 
your lunch, sun hat, insect repellent, 
water and telescopes. Wear rubber boots 
or old shoes as it will be muddy.
Lake McLarty is an IBA site for migratory 
waders so there should be a variety of 
waders at the Lake, as well as many 
waterbirds and bushbirds. Over 140 
bird species have been recorded in this 
reserve. Note: this excursion may be 
moved to an alternative venue if water 
levels are unsuitable.

Leader: Clive Nealon

Tuesday 14 January: Penguin Island, 
Rockingham
Half-day excursion
Meet at Mersey Point Jetty, off Arcadia 
Drive, Shoalwater at 8:45 am for Penguin 
Island. The ferries travel hourly between 
9:00 am and 4:00 pm and cost $18 (with 
concession, $16) return. We will catch the 
9:00 am ferry.
The group will walk to the various places 
of interest on the island. If you wish, 

Important note re campouts
Members anticipating attending campouts must notify the BirdLife WA Office (9383 7749) of the number in their party and when 

they will arrive. 
If you are unsure, put your name down as you can always cancel.

An emergency contact number should also be provided in case of accident.

New members
Please let the leaders know that you are a new member and don’t hesitate to ask for assistance with bird sightings.

Coming events
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Coming events, ctd

you can attend the penguin feeding in 
the DBCA facility housing injured or 
orphaned penguins (additional cost). 
Bridled Tern, Little Penguin and Buff-
banded Rail are often seen here and it 
is a haven for nesting sea birds. There 
is a pleasant picnic area on the island 
but no shop so please bring all food and 
drink requirements. Also there are good 
beaches and it is a good swimming area.

Leader: Pauline Woolley

Tuesday 14 January: Albany Branch 
excursion
More details about destinations, are on 
Albany Bird Group's website http://sites.
google.com/site/albanybirds/Home and 
Facebook page, email: albanybirds@
hotmail.com

Leader will be Anne Bondin

Saturday 18 January: Lake Gwelup, 
Stirling
Half-day Photogroup excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park at the 
corner of Stoneman Street and Huntriss 
Road, north of Karrinyup Road. We 
should photograph the usual waterbirds, 
bushbirds, and raptors which are often 
seen here.
Photogroup members and guests only

Leader: Keith Wilcox

Sunday 19 January: Lake Joondalup, 
Joondalup
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at Neil Hawkins Park, 
in the car park at the end of Boas 
Avenue. Joondalup Lake is the site with 
the highest number of species for any 
BirdLife WA half day excursion with 75 
species of birds seen in one morning 
excursion. There are always lots of 
waterbirds and bushbirds to be seen 
around this large lake, and there could 
be waders as well. Lake Joondalup is 
within the Northern Swan Coastal Plain 
Important Bird Area for Carnaby’s Black-
Cockatoo.
Bring your telescope if you have one.

Leaders: Peter White and Nigel 
Sutherland

Monday 20 January: Bold Park Eco 
Centre, 165 Perry Lakes Drive, 
Floreat
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Kiran Dhimal
Birds of Nepal

Sunday 26 January: Garvey Park, 
Ascot
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park, next 
to the Rowing Club, at the western end 
of Fauntleroy Avenue, off Great Eastern 
Highway. This area has a good variety 

of waterbirds and bushbirds. Species 
recorded here have included Buff-banded 
Rail, Spotless Crake, and Mistletoebird.

Leaders: George and Pam Agar

Sunday 2 February: Nambeelup 
Settling Ponds, Nambeelup
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in the large cleared 
area on the north side of Lakes Road 
and just west of the Kwinana Freeway. 
We will carpool from here and travel on 
to the Nambeelup settlement ponds. 
The site regularly hosts a good variety 
of waterbirds and waders, including 
less common species such as Wood 
Sandpiper, Pectoral Sandpiper and Long-
toed Stint.
PLEASE NOTE: Due to the nature of this 
site, numbers for this excursion will be 
STRICTLY LIMITED TO 20 PEOPLE. If you 
wish to attend, you MUST contact the 
BirdLife WA office on 9383 7749 to put 
your name on the list. If you have a high 
visibility shirt, please wear it.
Leaders: Sue Abbotts and Bob Paterson

Sunday 9 February: Peel Inlet, 
Mandurah
Full-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am north of the Erskine 
Lakes near the end of Southmead 
Green. Coming from Perth go over the 
Mandurah Bypass Bridge, take the first 
left into Sticks Boulevard, the first left 
into Abbotswood Parkway, the first right 
into Pennington Garden and the first 
left into Southmead Green. We will look 
for waterbirds and bushbirds around 
the lakes and estuary. The Peel-Harvey 
Estuary is a Key Biodiversity Area (KBA) 
for migratory waders and Fairy Terns.
The shore at Coodanup may also be 
visited by those wishing to extend the 
excursion after lunch. Bring insect 
repellant, your telescope if you have 
one, and come and learn about waders. 
This excursion will also contribute to the 
annual shorebird count.

Leader: Clive Nealon

Tuesday 11 February: Albany Branch 
excursion
More details about destinations, are 
on Albany Bird Group's website http://
sites.google.com/site/albanybirds/Home 
and Facebook page. Email albanybirds@
hotmail.com

leader will be Anne Bondin

Thursday 13 February: Baigup 
Wetlands, Bayswater
Half-day Excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the car park near the 
Rowing Club at the end of Milne Street in 
Bayswater. Turn south-east off Guildford 
Road into Milne Street and follow this 
to the end, then turn right into the car 

park. There is a variety of waterbirds and 
bushbirds.

Leaders: Penny Lee and Richard Curtis

Saturday 15 February: Woodman 
Point, Cockburn
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park at 
Woodman Point on Jervoise Bay. Turn 
right off Cockburn Road, into O’Kane 
Court, then left into Jervoise Bay Cove, 
and almost immediately right into 
Woodman Point Road. Drive to the end 
of the road and take the last left to the 
car park.
We will walk along the beach to 
Woodman Spit, and back along the other 
side to Cockburn Cement Jetty to look 
for waders and seabirds. After morning 
tea we will move to a nearby location 
to look for bushbirds in the Woodman 
Point Regional Park where there are 
some large old Tuart trees. Over 100 bird 
species have been recorded here. Bring 
your telescopes.

Leader: Gavin White

Sunday 16 February: Lake Preston, 
Myalup
Full-day Photogroup excursion
Meet at 8.00am at the intersection of 
Myalup Beach Road and Reading Road. 
There is a park on the right.
We will initially head north towards 
Pamelup and visit the main spit/sandbar.
You need very sturdy footwear or rubber 
boots. We are mainly interested in 
shorebirds especially Banded Stilts, but 
there are plenty of raptors and bushbirds 
about as well.
In the afternoon we will go back 
to Myalup to visit one or two more 
prospective locations near the south of 
the lake. When we finish it is intended to 
visit a nearby café to compare notes and 
some of our best images.
Photogroup members and guests only
Please call Ken to advise of your 
attendance. 0419 967 606.

Leader: Ken Glasson

Saturday 22 February: Yanchep 
National Park
Half-day excursion
Meet at the Lakeview picnic area inside 
the Park at 9:00 am. Entry is $12 per 
vehicle or $6 per vehicle for seniors. 
Proceed through the entrance gate and 
go left at the roundabout. There is a 
large parking area and we will meet 
near the covered barbecue area which is 
adjacent to the toilet block. There should 
be a variety of bushbirds and waterbirds. 
Yanchep National Park is part of the 
Northern Swan Coastal Plain IBA for 
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo.

Leader: Clive Nealon
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Monday 23 February: Bold Park 
Eco Centre, 165 Perry Lakes Drive, 
Floreat
AGM and Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Guest speaker: Dr Kristen Warren, 
Murdoch University.
Tracking black cockatoos to inform 
conservation management. 
Researchers at Murdoch University are 
undertaking research involving satellite 
and GPS tracking of Carnaby’s Black-
Cockatoos, Baudin’s Black-Cockatoos and 
forest Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos across 
their distribution ranges, to identify key 
habitat areas and migratory movements. 
The data generated through this research 
will assist in identifying key habitats and 
areas for conservation/revegetation, 
determining threatening processes for 
black cockatoo species across their range, 
and informing decision making in relation 
to conservation and land management 
planning at both State and Federal 
government levels. 

Saturday 29 February: Wellard 
Wetlands, Baldivis
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the entrance to 
Wellard Wetlands on the northern side of 
Bertenshaw Road, 1 km from St Albans 
Road. Coming from Perth, turn left off 
the Freeway into Mundijong Road, then 
right into St Albans Road and right into 
Bertenshaw Road. There should be plenty 
of bushbirds and waterbirds here, as well 
as several species of raptors.

Leader: Charles Merriam

Saturday 29 February to Monday 
2 March: Labour Day Weekend 
Campout, Bunbury
It has been 16 years since there has been 
a Bunbury Campout and it is returning on 
the March long weekend 2020. Bunbury 
is the capital city of the beautiful south 
west and one of the popular hotspots for 
people going down south for holidays and, 
of course, birding!
We will stay in Riverside Caravan Park at 
Eaton where there is an expanded area 
with new cabins and caravan/camp area. 
BirdLife WA has reserved some sites, all 
of which are powered. Please mention 
you are with BirdLife WA for the campout 
when you book. Riverside Caravan Park 
has offered us a 10% discount for the 
booking with a minimum 3-nights stay 
due to the long weekend. The location is 5 
Pratt Road, Eaton, with a contact number 
of 9725 1234. (www.riversidecp.com.au)
We will visit Big Swamp, Mangrove 
Boardwalk, Leschenault Inlet, Wellington 
Dam, etc to look for bush, water and 
shore birds. About 200 bird species 
have been recorded in the Bunbury 
area, including 21 migratory shorebirds. 
Hopefully we could see waders 
before they all return to the northern 

hemisphere.
The campout will officially start with a 
briefing sundowner at 6pm on Friday 
evening (28 February) at Riverside 
Caravan Park.
Please contact the BWA office on 9383 
7749 to put your names down if you wish 
to join. Numbers will be limited.
For members and guests only.

Leaders: Alfred & Hidi Lau, Sue Abbotts

Sunday 8 March: Bibra Lake, 
Cockburn
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in the first car park at 
the southern end of the lake off Progress 
Drive. This car park is between Hope 
Road and Gwilliam Drive. Bibra Lake is a 
part of the Beeliar Wetlands chain and a 
large number of bushbirds and waterbirds 
can be seen here. Over 130 bird species 
have been recorded in this reserve. Bring 
water, hats, suitable footwear, etc.

Leader: Alan Watson

Tuesday 10 March: Albany Branch 
excursion
More details about destinations, are 
on Albany Bird Group's website http://
sites.google.com/site/albanybirds/Home 
and Facebook page. email albanybirds@
hotmail.com

Leader will be Anne Bondin 

Saturday 14 March: Lake Gwelup, 
Stirling
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park at the 
corner of Stoneman Street and Huntriss 
Road, north of Karrinyup Road. We should 
see waterbirds and bushbirds, and raptors 
are often seen here. Lake Gwelup is 
within the Northern Swan Coastal Key 
Biodiversity Area (KBA) for Carnaby’s 
Black-Cockatoo.

Leader: Caroline Mynott

Tuesday 17 March: Blackwall Reach, 
Bicton
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the junction of Kent 
Street and Blackwall Reach Parade. A 
pleasant walk along the Swan River 
along a bush track which is noted for its 
population of White-cheeked Honeyeaters. 
We will also look for waders along the 
Point Walter Beach.

Leader: Jennifer Sumpton and Lynley 
Davey

Saturday 21 March: Yangebup Lake, 
Cockburn
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in Parkes Street. Turn 
into Osprey Drive from North Lake Road 
and immediately turn into Parkes Street. 
Parkes Street now only runs for about 

200 m before being shut off. Park in this 
area and walk to the barrier across the 
road. There should be a good variety of 
waterbirds and bushbirds. Bring your 
'scope if you have one.

Leader: Robyn Pickering

Sunday 22 March: Woodman Point, 
Cockburn 
Half-day Photogroup excursion
Meet at 7.30am in the car park at 
Woodman Point in Jervoise bay. Turn right 
off Cockburn road, into O’Kane Court, 
then left into Jervoise Bay Cove and right 
into Woodman Point Road. Drive to the 
end of the road and take the last left into 
the car park. We will walk out to the end 
of Woodman Spit to photograph waders 
and seabirds. On the way back we can 
look out for raptors and bushbirds on the 
other side of the car park or walk down to 
the jetty by the cement works and look 
for more waders and shorebirds. 
Photogroup members and guests only

Leader: Chris Van Haeften

Monday 23 March: Bold Park Eco 
Centre, 165 Perry Lakes Drive, 
Floreat
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Claire Greenwell
Fairy Tern Conservation in WA

Saturday 28 March: Herdsman Lake, 
Stirling
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the Maurice Hamer 
car park. Turn off Pearson Street into 
Falcon Avenue, then right into Lakeside 
Road. The car park is on the left, opposite 
Heron Place. This is one of the waterbird 
refuges which never dries up and 140 
species have been recorded here. Bring 
your telescope if you have one.

Leader: Claire Gerrish

Friday 10 April to Monday 13 April: 
Easter Campout - Karara Rangeland 
Park (ex Warriedar), Shire of Yalgoo
Karara Rangeland Park is a newly 
registered reserve and comprises six 
former pastoral stations including 
Thundelarra, Warriedar, Lochada and 
Karara. We will be camping at the 
Warriedar camping area about 120 km 
NE of Wubin near the old Warriedar 
homestead. To get there take the Great 
Northern Highway. Turn left on to the 
Yalgoo-Ninghan road 110 km past Wubin 
and 2.4 km past the Ninghan Station 
turn-off. Continue north for 30 km before 
turning right on the Warriedar homestead 
track (signposted with BirdLife signs). The 
roads are unsealed but the camping area 
should be accessible by most vehicles 
with reasonable clearance.

Coming events, ctd
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This is a remote area. The park stretches 
over 120 km east to west covering 
560,672 hectares. It includes granite 
outcrops, basalt hills and banded 
ironstone formations. Ephemeral lakes 
and wetlands stretch some 200 km 
around the park while the "Thundelarra 
Lignum Swamp is possibly the largest 
lignum swamp in Australia's south-
west spanning more than 13,500ha. 
While often dry, it is listed as a Wetland 
of National Importance due to its 
significance for waterbirds following rain." 
(Karara Rangeland Park pamphlet, DBCA). 
146 species of birds have been recorded 
in the area of the park.
There are no facilities apart from 'long 
drop' toilets, and everyone will need to be 
completely self sufficient for water, food 
and fuel. Participants are advised to bring 
their basic survival kit, a GPS unit and 
a UHF radio if they have one. Note that 
the last opportunity to get fuel is Wubin. 
We will be covering some long distances 
around the park so you may need to carry 
extra fuel.
There is ample space for camping but 
participants should book with DBCA 

prior to the campout. Camping fees 
apply for all overnight stays within 
Karara Rangeland Park and can be paid 
online at parkstay.dbca.wa.gov.au, or by 
contacting the Parks and Wildlife Service 
office in Geraldton on 9964 0901. Further 
information about the park is available 
in the DBCA pamphlet available for 
download from the DBCA website.
The campout will commence with a 
briefing on Thursday evening at the 
campsite at 5.30 pm. Over the weekend 
we will be visiting some areas which can 
only be accessed by 4WD and we will be 
encouraging participants to ride share.
Numbers will be limited to 30 so please 
book at the BirdLife WA office on 
93837749. Participants will be contacted 
prior to the campout with maps and late 
information.
For members and guests only.

Leaders:  Andrew and Jill Hobbs

Friday 10 April to Monday 13 April: 
Easter Campout, Albany
Albany is not only on the cooler south 
coast but has excellent bird watching. It 
has a wide variety of habitats from the 

ocean (sheltered and open), waders, 
shorebirds, fresh water lakes and 
bushbirds in many different vegetation 
types.
We will be based at the Kalgan River 
Chalets and Caravan Park at 247 Nanarup 
Road, Kalgan. The park telephone 
number is 9844 7937 and their website 
is kalganrivercaravanpark.com.au. Ten 
powered sites have been set aside for 
BirdLife WA and you need to book directly 
with them.
On this campout we will visit the best 
habitats to see the greatest variety 
of birds which should include waders, 
seabirds, waterbirds and bushbirds 
that will include many of the Western 
Australian endemics. On previous Albany 
campouts 100+ species have been seen.
Numbers will be limited to 25 so please 
register at the BirdLife WA office on 9383 
7749.
For members and guests only.

Leader: Sue Abbotts

Coming events, ctd

BirdLife WA 2020 Calendar

The 2020 calendar is now available at the BirdLife WA office for $10 each (over the counter) or $13.00 including 
postage. Contact the office for the postage rate if purchasing more than 1 calendar. You can order calendars from the 

office by phoning 9383 7749 or emailing wa@birdlife.org.au. Payment can be made by credit card, cash, direct deposit 
or posting a cheque. Calendars will also be sold at the Monday monthly meetings and some bird excursions between 

now and the New Year.

All photographs are by BirdLife WA members and photographs were chosen by professional wildlife photographers Jiri 
and Marie Lochman. 

All profits aid the BirdLife WA Australasian Bittern Project.
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ACROSS

1 amateur, 5 regent, 10 accessibility, 11 covenant, 13 star, 
16 end,17 departure, 19 eyed, 20 now, 22 lilac, 24 tattler, 26 
hear, 27 computer, 29 dusk, 30 Whimbrel, 31 bar.

DOWN

1 atlas, 2 Asia, 3 evict, 4 rows, 6 estimate, 7 tiny, 8 snipe, 9 
bittern, 11 crab, 12 vital, 13 spectacle, 14 adept, 15 red, 18 
Rallidae, 21 warbler, 23 chase, 25 tip, 28 rob.
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Crossword No. 41 answers

Thu 5 Dec: Point Peron, Rockingham
Sat 7 Dec: Carine Open Space, Carine
Sun 8 Dec: End of Year BBQ / Picnic Lunch, Variety 

Pavilion, Saw Avenue, Kings Park.
Sat 14 Dec: Alfred Cove, Melville
Sat 28 Dec: Bibra lake, Cockburn, Photogroup 
Sun 29 Dec: Canning River Regional Park, Wilson
Thu 2 Jan: Waterford Foreshore, Salter Point
Sun 5 Jan: Waterford Foreshore, Salter Point
Sun 12 Jan: Lake McLarty, Murray
Tue 14 Jan: Penguin Island, Rockingham
Tue 14 Jan: Albany Branch excursion
Sat 18 Jan: Lake Gwelup, Stirling
Sun 19 Jan: Lake Joondalup, Joondalup
Mon 20 Jan: Bold Park Eco Centre, 165 Perry Lakes Drive, 

Floreat meeting, 7:30 pm
Sun 26 Jan: Garvey Park, Ascot
Sun 2 Feb: Nambeelup Settling Ponds, Nambeelup
Sun 9 Feb: Peel Inlet, Mandurah
Tue 11 Feb: Albany Branch excursion
Thur 13 Feb: Baigup Wetlands, Bayswater
Sat 15 Feb: Woodman Point, Cockburn
Sun 16 Feb: Lake Preston, Myalup
Sat 22 Feb: Yanchep National Park
Mon 23 Feb: Bold Park Eco Centre, 165 Perry Lakes Drive, 

Floreat AGM and Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Sat 29 Feb: Wellard Wetlands, Baldivis
Sat 29 Feb - Mon 2 March: Labour Day Weekend 

Campout, Bunbury
Sun 8 March: Bibra Lake, Cockburn
Tue 10 March: Albany Branch excursion
Sat 14 March: Lake Gwelup, Stirling
Tue 17 March: Blackwall Reach, Bicton
Sat 21 March: Yangebup Lake, Cockburn
Sun 22 March: Woodman Point, Cockburn
Mon 23 March: Bold Park Eco Centre, 165 Perry Lakes 

Drive, Floreat Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Sat 28 March: Herdsman Lake, Stirling
Fri 10 - Mon 13 April: Easter Campout - Karara 

Rangeland Park (ex Warriedar), Shire of Yalgoo
Fri 10 - Mon 13 April: Easter Campout, Albany

Calendar of events
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Members in the field

Mandurah Group, Creery Wetlands, p42, photo by Bill 
Russell Wearne Rd, Jill Rowbottom in action, p45, photo by Tony 

Richards

BirdLife staff shorebirders, p18, photo by John GraffYoung photographer at Eyre, p49, photo by Beverley 
O'Brien


