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Front cover:  Blue Rock-Thrush, Onslow. Photo by Bill Betts (see Observations, page 9 and report, page 20)

(above left) Eastern Reef Egret and (above right) Mulga Parrot, Dongara campout. Photos by Caroline Mynott (see report, page 32)

Figure 1. Western Australian rainfall deficiencies 1 January 
to 30 June 2018. This is essentially a ‘drought index’ — the 
darker the shading, the worse the drought. Data from Bureau of 
Meteorology; adapted from image at http://www.bom.gov.au/
web03/ncc/www/awap/rainfall/drought/6month/colour/latest.
wa.hres.gif

 (above left) Barn Owl, near Jerrmungup. Photo by Steve Elson, and (above right) Figure 1 (see report, page 18)
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Notes for Contributors

The Editors request contributors to note:
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spacing—a copy on disk or emailed would assist, especially 
if in MS Word as a document without styles; do not embed 
pictures or graphics in MS Word;
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Printing Deadlines (at BirdLife WA Office)
December 2018 issue: 1 November

March 2019 issue: 1 February
June 2019 issue: 1 May

September 2019 issue: 1 August

4. The feral European Honey 
Bee problem.

7. Letters to the Editors.

7. Book review.

8. Observations.

11. BirdLife WA reports.

13. Across the Nullarbor: 
news from National 
Office.

14. Naming of birds.

15. Members’ contributions.

22. Crossword.

23. Notices.

25. New members.

26. Regional Groups.

30. Excursion reports.

38. Observatory reports.

41. Coming events.

45. Crossword answers.

46. Calendar of events.

C o n t e n t s

ExECuTivE COMMiTTEE, 2018

Chair:  Mr Viv Read

Vice Chair: Dr Mike Bamford

Secretary: Felice Morcombe

Treasurer: vacant

Committee: Alasdair Bulloch, Max Goodwin, Jan Grimoldby, 
Mark Henryon, Lou Scampoli, Jennifer Sumpton and one 
vacancy

Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo at a Tipuana tree,Winthrop. Photo by 
Keith Lightbody (see report, p17)
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 THE FERAL EuROPEAN HONEY BEE PROBLEM
Australia is home to a wide variety of cavity-nesting 
animals—goannas and other reptiles, possums, a wide 
range of invertebrates including some species of native and 
introduced bees and of course birds. Tree hollows are an 
essential part of the ‘cavity resource’ and it is estimated that 
around 300 species of vertebrates use hollows at some time, 
and that many of these species are now endangered (Carritt, 
1999; Gibbons and Lindenmayer, 2002; Hussey, 2005).

European Honey Bees (Apis mellifera) were introduced to 
Australia over 180 years ago and are commercially important 
insects. They are kept by commercial beekeepers to produce 
honey, bees wax, pollen, package bees (starter colonies of 
bees comprising a queen and a few workers) and to provide 
pollination services for fruit trees and seed crops such 
as lupins and canola. There are about 12 500 registered 
beekeepers in Australia, and they own around 550 000 hives 
that produce 20 000 to 30 000 tonnes of honey annually. 
The industry has an estimated Gross value of Production 
(GvP) of about $90 million per year—this does not account 
for the much greater value of pollination services to 
agriculture and horticulture and to amateur gardeners (Plant 
Health Australia, 2016). Dawes and Dall (2016) state that 
the honey bee industry contributes to between $4 billion and 
$6 billion of agricultural production.

Plant Health Australia manages the National Bee Biosecurity 
Program on behalf of the Australian Honey Bee industry 
Council (AHBiC), the purpose of which is to improve the 
management of existing pests and diseases of honey bees 
such as American Foulbrood and the surveillance and control 
of new and exotic pests such as Varroa mites and other 
species of exotic honey bees. The Australian Honey Bee 
industry Biosecurity Code of Practice (Plant Health Australia, 
2017) is silent on the issue of feral honey bees, even 
though wild hives of honey bees constitute a disease risk to 
domestic bee colonies as well as a range of risks to hollow-
dependent wildlife.

Most Australian states require that all bee hives are 
registered and licensed, although this is often not enforced 
(Kit Prendergast, pers. comm.). One of the conditions of 
licence is compliance with the Biosecurity Code of Practice, 
but this does not address the problems caused by feral 
honey bees to wildlife and to the pollination of native plants.

vivian Butz Huryn (1997) concluded that ‘experiments have 
not shown competition for nesting sites between honey 
bees and native fauna’ and that ‘no studies have shown 
detrimental impacts of honey bees on population abundances 
of any native animals or plants’. These conclusions may be 
valid in New Zealand where this study was done, but they 
are certainly not valid in Australia.

There has been little systematic work on the extent and 
importance of the threats posed to tree hollow-dependent 
animals in Australia, except for that of Johnstone and Kirkby 
(2007) in southern Western Australia, although the NSW 
Scientific Committee (2011) listed feral (not domesticated) 
honey bees as a key threatening process (NSW Office of 
Environment and Heritage 2017).

in their studies of the four endemic Western Australian 
cockatoos (Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo, Baudin’s Black-
Cockatoo, Forest Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo and Western 
Corella) Johnstone and Kirkby (2007) found that around 
20% of breeding hollows had been taken over by introduced 
honey bees. At some sites the frequency of hollows lost 
to bees was as high as 50%, and they surmised that 
honey bees actually prefer the large (and rare) cockatoo 

nesting hollows. Feral bees also form hives in rock crevices 
and caves including many hives in the caves and coastal 
limestone cliffs in the mid-west of Western Australia (e.g. the 
Jurien Bay and Cockleshell Gully area).

Bee swarms that invade active breeding hollows displace 
and, in some cases, kill adult cockatoos that are incubating 
eggs or brooding chicks, as well as killing nestlings. 
Cockatoos are not the only victims of tree hollow invasions 
by honey bees—other birds affected include the Australian 
Ringneck, Red-capped Parrot, Sacred Kingfisher and 
Southern Boobook. Johnstone and Kirkby located and 
mapped over 200 feral beehives in a narrow 3 km stretch of 
Wandoo woodland on a creek line, and they found that all 
of their regular monitoring sites have experienced a marked 
increase in feral bee numbers. Johnstone and Kirkby think 
that at least one driver of the great increase in feral bee 
numbers is the widespread substitution of wind-pollinated 
grass-based grain crops such as wheat and oats with bee-
pollinated grains such as canola and lupins throughout 
the Western Australian wheatbelt. However, the recent 
increase in amateur and commercial beekeeping is probably 
important too, particularly if swarming from hives is not 
managed properly.

Johnstone and Kirkby also observed that some nectar-
feeding birds at Bungendore Park, such as Western 
Wattlebirds, White-cheeked and Brown Honeyeaters, were 
killed by being stung while feeding on flowers.

Feral honey bees are certainly causing harm to some wildlife 
species in Australia—but what can or should be done about 
it? Compulsory registration of both amateur and commercial 
bee hives is required by State and most local governments. 
The Australian Honey Bee industry Council and local 
beekeeping societies and interest groups provide a tractable 
way to inform beekeepers of regulatory requirements and to 
provide a forum for policy reform.

Johnstone and Kirkby (2007) suggest four ways to control 
feral honey bees and to prevent swarms from hives escaping 
into the natural environment. These include:

•	 Producing strains of non-swarming queen bees;

•	 Eradication of feral hives in parks, gardens and reserves 
using trapping techniques such as ‘Swarm Catch’ or with 
chemical controls;

•	 Recruiting land care groups and others to set up mobile 
watering and feeding stations that contain slow-acting 
chemical or fungal additives that are lethal to bees that 
would be taken back to feral hives by foraging worker 
bees; and

•	 using queen bee excluders on bee hives.
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Book review
BiRDS iN THEiR 
HABiTATS: JOuRNEYS 
WiTH A NATuRALiST

By ian Fraser

2018. Published by CSiRO Publishing: 
Clayton South, vic. xiii plus 225 pages, 234 x 
153 mm, 30 photographs. Soft cover, $39.95. 
iSBN: 9781486307449.

Did you know that Zebra Finches can eat up 
to 6000 tiny grass seeds in a day? And that 
Zebra Finches are one of the few finches that 
can suck water up when drinking? That a 
‘budgie’ can begin breeding when four weeks 
old, so that a six-week-old bird is already 
hatching her own eggs? Or did you know that 
woodswallows have brush tongues like honeyeaters (and 
they use them for feeding on nectar)? 

ian Fraser recounts all these interesting facts, and a great 
many more. But this book is not just a list of facts. it also 
delves into questions like how birds respond to climate 
change, why some birds have remarkably different breeding 
strategies, why birds behave in some particular ways, etc. All 
this and more is conveyed, not like in a text book, but within 
a series of engaging narratives about places the author has 
explored as a naturalist with a strong interest in birds. Each 
chapter focuses on a particular habitat (deserts, woodlands 
and grasslands, rainforests, mountains, oceans and islands, 
wetlands and rivers, and suburbia). The scenes are mostly 
in Australia, from suburbia to the outback, but also through 
delving into intriguing places elsewhere—in Africa, Peru, 
Chile, the Galapagos and other exotic places, all with their 
own interesting stories.

The lives of birds are absolutely fascinating, and ian 
Fraser has a knack for choosing different facets of birds 
he describes and relating them to the places he visits and 
the people he encounters along the way, or later when 
researching the ecology of the species of interest. He is an 
accomplished writer and educator, and it shows—the text 
is easily read, but at the end of each chapter is a list of 

references for those wishing to find more 
detail. i certainly found things that i didn’t 
know about, and it stimulated me to follow 
up on some of those references.

The text is well researched, and complex 
relationships are presented in easy to 
understand language. i noticed one small 
point that i disagreed with—when describing 
how the Red-capped Parrot has a specialised 
bill for feeding on Marri seeds, it is said that 
Marri has “tiny” seeds but, in fact, as far as 
eucalypt seeds go, the seeds of Marri are 
huge, and the large fruits (‘honky nuts’) 
only contain up to about six seeds that fill 
the ‘nut’ (Burbidge 2008). However, this is 
a small point in the present context, as it 
doesn’t impact on the logic behind the story 
of the specialisation of the parrot’s bill.

The book ends with a comprehensive index 
to species mentioned in the text, using names from the iOC 
list (although i did notice one error—i couldn’t find Splendid 
Fairy-wren on two of the pages mentioned), followed by 
a useful general index containing place names, people, 
ecological characteristics, etc. (but i noticed an error here, 
too—Great Western Woodlands are on page 181, not page 
195 as stated in the index).

Birds in Their Habitats is engagingly written, and i 
recommend it to anyone with an interest in natural history. it 
is a book that you could read from end to end, or you could 
easily pick out chapters that strike your interest and read 
them first, but i predict that most people would eventually 
end up reading the whole book, anyway! And i’m sure that, 
maybe in every chapter, you will read about somewhere and 
think “Wow! What an amazing place with such fascinating 
birds—i’d like to go there!”

Reference

Burbidge, A. H. (2008). Little and Long-billed Corellas 
learning to use a new food source, the seeds of Marri. 
Australian Field Ornithology 25, 136–139.

Allan Burbidge

 Letters to the Editors 
Dear Editors

Warmest greetings! Just a quick note to say how vERY much 
i enjoyed the latest (166—June) issue of ‘Bird Notes’!

When i read of your activities i have to wonder at all the 
current hysteria about lack of tourist attractions in WA??

Anyhow, keep up your most excellent work.

Brian Bolton

Tweets by Gary Tate

Grrrr & TTTlrlmaaa WTllliia HHlidTyy

email  info@naturetrek.co.uk
visit  www.naturetrek.co.uk

call  0011 44 1962 733051
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Observations
This list has been compiled by the WA 
Records Officer with input from the 
WA Records Committee. Metropolitan 
suburbs or shires are in parentheses. 
Please report interesting observations 
to the WA Records Officer, John Graff 
(wasightings@birdlife.org.au) or to 
the BirdLife WA office (9383 7749). 
Sightings are included on the BirdLife 
WA sightings page (http://birdswa.org.
au/sightings.htm) as soon as possible, 
and the most interesting are selected 
for inclusion in the next WABN.
includes records received up to and 
including 17 July.

HiGHLiGHTS

The highlights for the quarter were 
split between the Pilbara and the 
south-west corner. The best of these 
was a stunning adult male Blue Rock 
Thrush which, at time of preparing 
this report, had been present in the 
coastal town of Onslow for at least two 
weeks and affording excellent views to 
those who have made the journey. Less 
twitchable was an immature Asian 
Koel on Barrow island off the north-
west coast. in the south-west, two 
Atlantic Yellow-nosed Albatrosses 
were recorded, one during a seawatch 
at Cape Naturaliste, and the second 
two weeks later on a pelagic out of 
Albany. Possibly the most unusual 
record was the re-identification of a 
reported Common Moorhen on the 
Cocos (Keeling) islands as a Lesser 
Moorhen. This species occurs on the 
African continent, but we aren’t aware 
of any records from south-east Asia, 
and there are no previous records from 
Australian territory.

Sooty and Short-tailed Shearwaters 
were also recorded on the same 
occasions in southern waters, both 
relatively rarely reported as far west as 
Albany and up the west coast. However, 
recent records suggest both species 
may be overlooked. South Polar 
Skuas were again recorded on passage 
off Albany in May, and should now be 
considered a regular autumn passage 
migrant, at least along the south coast. 
Streaked Shearwaters were also 
recorded from Cape Naturaliste in April; 
this species is rarely reported off the 
south-west, though possibly another 
candidate for having been somewhat 
overlooked given the limited summer 
pelagic observations available.

Excellent conditions following an 
exceptional Wet season around Broome 
saw records of several locally scarce 
waterbirds, including Australian 
Shelduck, Dusky Moorhen and 

Pied Heron. The conditions may also 
have encouraged several Wet season 
visitors to overwinter, with Oriental 
Pratincole, Little Curlew and White-
winged Black Tern all recorded in 
June-July—all three species are rarely 
reported overwintering.

Finally, there was evidence of a small 
Barn Owl irruption into the south-
west during the last few months with a 
number of records from metropolitan 
Perth in May and June, and an 
astonishing 40 individuals recorded in 
two sheds near Jerramungup in early 
July (see article pages 2,18).

METROPOLiTAN (uBD 
STREET DiRECTORY)

Brush Bronzewing – 1, 21/06/18, 
Denis De Young Reserve (Banjup) – 
RP (rare in the metropolitan area; 
photographs)

Double-banded Plover – 1, 16/05-
03/06/18, Two Rocks area (Two 
Rocks) – KG, JD et al. (uncommon 
migrant to south-western Australia; 
photographs)

Red-necked Phalarope – 1, 
02/06/18, Golden Bay Beach 
(Golden Bay) – MN (rare migrant to 
south-western Australia; unusual in 
winter) (see article, p15)

Lesser Noddy – 3+, 26/05/18, 
Woodman Point (Munster) – 
KH, JA et al. * 2+, 26/05/18, 
Coogee Beach (Coogee) – BM 
* 1, 26/05/18, Floreat Surf 
Lifesaving Club (Floreat) – HJ * 1 
beachwashed (dead), 17/06/18, 
Golden Bay Beach (Golden Bay) 
– MN (rare visitor to the Perth 
coast, small wreck associated 

with passage of a strong cold 
front; most individuals adult; 
photographs)

Little Tern – 2, 18/04/18, 
Woodman Point (Munster) – RP 
& MP * 2, 20/04/18, Two Rocks 
Marina (Two Rocks) – MG * 2, 
27/04/18, Rockingham foreshore 
(Rockingham) – MN (rare visitor to 
the south-west; possibly cyclone-
driven; see also WABN 166)

Barn Swallow – 1, 26/04/18, near 
Promenade Hotel Pool (Burswood) 
– MN (vagrant to south-western 
Australia)

SOuTH WEST (SHARK 
BAY TO CAPE ARiD)

Inland Dotterel – 4, 13/07/18, near 
Cadoux (Wongan-Ballidu) – PL (rare 
in the south-west; photographs)

Long-tailed Jaeger – 2, 05/05/18, 
Albany Canyon, offshore Albany 
(Albany) – JG et al. (rarely reported 
off Western Australia but likely 
regular offshore; photographs) 

South Polar Skua – 6-8, 05/05/18, 
Albany Canyon, offshore Albany 
(Albany) – JG et al. (regular 
autumn passage migrant; 
photographs)

Little Tern – 1, 30/03/18, Quindalup 
Beach Lagoon, Dunsborough 
(Busselton) – GR (rare visitor to 
the south-west; possibly cyclone-
driven; photographs; see also 
WABN 166)

ATLANTIC YELLOW-NOSED 
ALBATROSS – 1, 22/04/18, Cape 
Naturaliste (Busselton) – MCa, 
DM et al. * 1, 05/05/18, Albany 
Canyon, offshore Albany (Albany) 
– JG et al. (4th and 5th records for 
Western Australia; subject to BARC 
acceptance; photographs)

Streaked Shearwater – 8, 22/04/18, 
Cape Naturaliste (Busselton) – 
MCa, DM et al. (rarely reported off 
the south-west coast; photographs)

Short-tailed Shearwater – 5+, 
22/04/18, Cape Naturaliste 
(Busselton) – MCa, DM et al. * 3, 
05/05/18, Albany Canyon, offshore 
Albany (Albany) – JG et al. (rarely 
reported west of the Esperance 
area; possibly overlooked)

Sooty Shearwater – 7+, 22/04/18, 
Cape Naturaliste (Busselton) – 
MCa, DM et al. * 8, 05/05/18, 
Albany Canyon, offshore Albany 

Letter-winged Kite, Paruku/Lake Gregory. 
Photo by John Baas
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(Albany) – JG et al. * 1, 06/05/18, 
Cave Point Lighthouse (Albany) 
– DM, PB et al. * 2, 03/07/18, 
Cape Naturaliste (Busselton) - 
DM, PB et al. (rarely reported 
in Western Australian waters, 
possibly increasing or previously 
overlooked)

Sooty/Short-tailed Shearwater 
– 60+ (likely mostly Short-tailed 
Shearwater), 22/04/18, Cape 
Naturaliste (Busselton) – MCa, DM 
et al. (both species rarely reported 
off the west coast)

Flesh-footed Shearwater – 1, 
03/07/18, Cape Naturaliste 
(Busselton) - DM, PB et al. (rarely 
reported in winter)

Black Kite – 1, 14/07/18, Korrelocking 
(Wyalkatchem) – PL (rare visitor to 
the south-west; photographs)

ARiD ZONE

ASIAN KOEL – 1 immature male, 
08-11/06/17, Barrow island 
(Ashburton) – SF et al. (1st record 
for Western Australia; subject to 
BARC acceptance; photographs) 

Franklin’s Gull – 1, 07-17/05/18, 
Warroora Station (Carnarvon) – 
HW (vagrant to Western Australia; 
photographs)

Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo – 1, 
14/06/18, Kalgoorlie town 
(Kalgoorlie-Boulder) – MC (north-
east of usual range; possible aviary 
escapee; photographs)

Elegant Parrot – 1, 02/05/18, Karijini 
NP headquarters (Ashburton) – SG 
(occasional autumn-winter visitor 
to the Pilbara)

Myiagra sp. Flycatcher (Leaden/
Broad-billed/Satin) – 1, 
12/04/16, Kalbarri industrial area 
(Northampton) – SW (well outside 
usual range for all Myiagra spp.; 
photographs)

BLUE ROCK THRUSH – 1 subspecies 
phillipensis, 08-17/07/18, Onslow 
(Ashburton) – NH, SJ et al. (1st 
live record for Western Australia; 
subject to BARC acceptance; 
photographs) (see photo front page 
and article page 20).

Eurasian Tree Sparrow – 1, 15-
17/07/18, Woolworths supermarket 
(Port Hedland) – NHa et al. (rare 
but regular ship-assisted visitor 
to Western Australia; reportedly 
present for three months prior to 
these sightings)

KiMBERLEY

Australian Shelduck – 1 female, 02-
28/05/18, Roebuck Plains Station 
(Broome) – CGM et al. (rare visitor 
to the Kimberley; photographs) 

Dusky Moorhen – 1, 04/04-28/05/18, 
Roebuck Plains along Great 
Northern Highway (Broome) – BG 
et al. (rare visitor to the Kimberley; 
photographs)

Oriental Pratincole – 2, 30/05-
09/07/18, Roebuck Plains Station 
(Broome) – NJ, GS et al. (rarely 
overwinters in Western Australia; 
photographs)

Little Curlew – 1, 13-15/07/18, 
Broome sports fields (Broome) 
– JT et al. (rarely overwinters in 
Western Australia; photographs)

White-winged Black Tern – 1, 
22/06-13/07/18, Roebuck Plains 
Station (Broome) – NJ et al. (rarely 
overwinters in Western Australia; 
photographs)

Hutton’s Shearwater – 1,106, 
26/04/18, offshore Broome 
(Broome) – NJ (high count for 
inshore Kimberley; seen over 
several hours from fishing charter; 
photographs)

Intermediate Egret – 2 possible 
Asian nominate ssp. intermedia, 
10/06/18, Roebuck Plains Station 
(Broome) – NJ et al. (nominate 
ssp. rarely reported in Australia, 
though likely overlooked; poor 
photographs)

Pied Heron – 15 including 1 rufous 
morph, 22/04-04/05/18, Roebuck 
Plains along Great Northern 
Highway (Broome) – CGM et al. 
(west of usual range; rufous morph 
rarely reported; photographs)

Letter-winged Kite – 15+, May-Jun 
’18, Paruku/Lake Gregory iPA (Halls 
Creek) – AC, AW et al. (rarely 
reported in Western Australia; 
photographs)

COCOS (KEELiNG) 
iSLANDS

Northern Pintail – 1, Feb-Mar ‘18, 
Horsburgh island – GC et al. 
(vagrant to Australian territory; 
subject to BARC acceptance; 
photographs; see also WABN 166)

SILVER-BACKED NEEDLETAIL – 1, 
02-05/02/18, Home island – GC et 

al. (vagrant to Australian territory; 
subject to BARC acceptance; 
photographs; see also WABN 166)

LESSER MOORHEN – 1, 08-25/02/18, 
Becek Besar – GC et al. (1st record 
for Australia; subject to BARC 
acceptance; photographs; see also 
WABN 166; previously reported as 
Common Moorhen)

Yellow Bittern – 1, 10/01/18 & 
22/02-01/03/18, West island – 
GC et al. (vagrant to Australian 
territory; subject to BARC 
acceptance)

Javan Pond Heron – 1, Feb ’18 to 
01/03/18, West island – GC et al. 
(vagrant to Australian territory; 
subject to BARC acceptance; 
photographs; see also WABN 166)

Common Kingfisher – 1, Mar-Apr 
’18, Quarantine Station – GC et al. 
(vagrant to Australian territory; 
subject to BARC acceptance; 
photographs; see also WABN 166)

Brown Shrike – 1, Feb-Apr ‘18, 
Home island – RB et al. (vagrant 
to Australian territory; subject to 
BARC acceptance; photographs; 
see also WABN 166)

OBSERVER
AC = Andrew Collins
AW = Alexander Watson
BG = Brian Goyen
BM = Bob Meredith
CGM = Clare & Grant Morton
DM = Dan Mantle
GC = Geof Christie
GR = Gillian Richardson
GS = George Swann
HJ = Helena Johnstone
HW = Herb Wiegele
JA = Jason Abuso
JD = John Delaporte
JG = John Graff
JT = Jane Taylor
KG = Ken Glasson
KH = Kevin Horner
MC = Matt Cann
MCa = Martin Cake
MG = Martin Greenwood
MN = Mark Newman
MP = Morgan Pickering
NH = Nicole Hardy
NHa = Nick Hart
NJ = Nigel Jackett
PB = Plaxy Barratt
PL = Phil Lewis
RB = Richard Baxter
RP = Robyn Pickering
SF = Stewart Ford
SG = Scott Godley
SJ = Stanley Jones
SW = Steve Wiseman
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The quarter just passed has been most interesting for the 
Executive Committee (EC) with many highlights and with 
good opportunities for me to meet with members and active 
BirdLife WA groups. i am still uncovering new pockets of 
member passion in both birds and their conservation in WA. 
Welcome to the many new members that join each month. 
You are encouraged to participate in the range of arranged 
activities.

Nationally, Jen Sumpton (EC member) and i attended 
the BirdLife Australia Network Forum in Melbourne during 
May. This provided an opportunity to meet with inter-state 
regional groups and with staff from the national office. it is 
good to be a part of an active national organisation. WA is 
well recognised for being organised and progressive as the 
Branch representing geographically extensive and diverse 
issues of this State.

Mike Bamford (EC vice Chair), vicki Stokes (BWA Program 
Manager) and i met with the Minister Dave Kelly about the 
impact of pine harvesting on Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos 
north of Perth. The Minister was appreciative of the efforts of 
BWA and sought our advice on future cockatoo food options. 
vicki and i then met with the Forest Products Commission for 
detail which led to a field trip to the pines for the EC at the 
end of July. We are now developing our advice and a set of 
initiatives for the Minister to consider.

We have also met with the Chair of the Environmental 
Protection Authority (Dr Tom Hatton) about population 
trends in black cockatoos. He and his staff were both 
complimentary and encouraging of BWA member efforts 
in the Great Cocky Count and associated activities. This 
visit also provided an opportunity to discuss our increasing 
concern about the cumulative impact of bird habitat 
destruction that is occurring 
as a result of urban and 
regional development. EC 
recognise that we can’t 
prevent further development 
but we are now very active 
in responding to minimise 
impacts.

As BWA members, we should 
all be concerned about the 
future of Lake McLarty. it is a 
remnant freshwater wetland 
that is a part of the Peel 
Yalgorup Ramsar wetland 
system. Bird surveys by BWA 
members show the dramatic 
decline of use by migratory 
birds and local waterbirds 
because the lake is now dry 
too often and for too long. it 
is at high risk of becoming 
acidified as a result. We met 
with the local member (Hon 
Robyn Clarke) who is now 
taking an active interest. 
There is a group steering 
towards a solution within 
which BWA is taking an 
advocacy role. i encourage 

all BWA members who are able to do so to become informed 
and raise the profile of this critical but threatened waterbird 
habitat.

i am progressively meeting with the BWA regional groups. 
Group members are mostly interested in birdwatching with 
friends. in my early view, there is substantial opportunity to 
engage more with the many people at all levels of interest 
that are not currently involved. EC is looking at ways to 
ensure that we remain relevant to all regional groups, urban 
and rural, and how best to increase networking between 
groups.

Recently, i have met with members who for many years 
have undertaken the well recognised Rangelands Surveys. 
These are in abeyance for 2018 and there is discussion about 
how best to continue. This has coincided with a Monthly 
Meeting presentation by Renee Boyd about proposed Ranger 
Parks with indigenous rangers for the many pastoral stations 
acquired by State Government that are not yet designated 
as National Parks. This provides good opportunity to 
combine the information from past BWA surveys with future 
management. i invite member contribution and involvement 
on how we might proceed with this.

BWA is powered by the passion of its members. EC 
substantially appreciates all contributions by volunteers 
being made at the many levels.

in the spirit of being open and consultative, EC seeks your 
comment and involvement on any related task or issue to 
which you think you can contribute.

Your efforts are appreciated.

Viv Read

CHAiR’S REPORT

BirdLife WA reports
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WA BRANCH PROJECTS

Native Bird Oasis

An oasis for native birds is being created on an 8000 sq m 
site in Bibra Lake in a joint project between the City of 
Cockburn and BirdLife Western Australia. A total of $35 000 
in grants has been gathered to undertake the project after 
qualifying for $10 000 from impact 100 WA and $25 000 
from the Western Australian Government’s State Natural 
Resource Management program. Bunnings has also donated 
a water tank which will be connected to a water trough, 
providing water for the birds at the oasis.

The native bird oasis is being 
created on a degraded area 
of banksia woodland on the 
eastern side of Bibra Lake. 
it is being revegetated using 
locally native species selected 
for their ability to provide food 
or habitat for native birds. 
There are species that provide 
flowers for nectarivorous 
birds, some that provide seeds 
for seed eaters and others 
that are good at accumulating 
leaf litter to support insects 
for insectivorous birds.

Several planting days have 
been organised to plant over 
11 000 seedlings. The biggest, 
on 7 July 2018, involved more 
than 90 volunteers including 
many BirdLife WA members 
and resulted in 5000 seedlings 
being planted in just three 
hours. A big thank you to our 
planting helpers as well as 
those behind the scenes that 
prepared everything to go 
so smoothly on the planting 
days.

Once the garden is 
established, it is hoped 
the site will also serve as 
inspiration to show people 
what they can grow in their 
own backyard to encourage 
birds. Many bushbirds are 
struggling in urban areas as 
habitat fragmentation makes 
it difficult to navigate the 
landscape. Home gardens can 
help provide much needed 
food and shelter for birds.

Christine Groom

Western Ground Parrot update from 
Perth Zoo, June 2018

The summer and autumn period has been a rather quiet time 
for the Western Ground Parrots with completion of moult 
and allowing the commencement of aviary expansion and 
upgrade works.

Perth Zoo received funding from the federal government and 
from the Friends of the Western Ground Parrot to support the 

aviary expansion and upgrade 
with the aim of providing the 
facilities needed to bring in 
new wild founders.

As part of the plans for 
the aviary works, the birds 
currently at the Zoo were 
moved into their temporary 
holding accommodation at 
the end of April to allow 
construction to commence. 
Works included enhancing 
the existing aviaries to make 
them suitable for settling new 
wild founder birds and adding 
an additional bank of four 
holding aviaries to manage 
the existing four birds.

The aviary works have been 
completed apart from the 
shade-cloth and internal 
netting components of the 
project. This component of 
works will be undertaken after 
this year’s breeding season 
and before the acquisition of 
new wild founders.

The four Western Ground 
Parrots were returned to the 
aviaries at the beginning of 
June. Due to low egg fertility 
and the leg pulling behaviour 
identified from male Joy 
towards female Fifi last 
season, and based on male 
Zephyr displaying positive 
behaviour, Fifi will be paired 
with Zephyr this season. it 
is hoped that Zephyr and 
Fifi will form a pair bond and 
attempt to breed. However 
if this does not progress, Fifi 
could be paired with Joy later 
in the season.

Anne Bondin

(above) Volunteers busily planting plants during a community 
planting day that occurred on the 7th July including many 
BirdLife WA volunteers, Bibra Lake.

(below) A New Holland Honeyeater perched on a Banksia 
menziesii	flower	on	site—an	example	of	one	of	the	many	birds	
that	will	benefit	from	the	project.

Photos by Christine Groom
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Across the Nullarbor: news from 
National Office

LiTTLE PENGuiN

BirdLife Tasmania has expressed its “extreme 
disappointment” at the sentence handed down to a man who 
was convicted of killing six penguins in the north-west of the 
state.

The man was sentenced to 49 hours of community service 
and fined just $82.15 for killing the birds with a stick at 
Sulphur Creek in north-western Tasmania.

“This is no deterrent whatsoever,” said Dr Eric Woehler, 
Convenor of BirdLife Tasmania.

“With so many other threats, such as gill nets and dog 
attacks, the last thing any penguin colony needs is a 
senseless and cruel attack such as this one was.”

He said that it would take years for the penguin colony to 
recover.

RED-WHiSKERED BuLBuL

ACT members of BirdLife Australia have been urged to 
be on the lookout for Red-whiskered Bulbuls. One was 
seen recently in the Lanyon Valley, and the authorities are 
concerned that there may be more than one on the loose.

Red-whiskered Bulbuls are classified as a pest species 
throughout Australia, as they pose a threat to the orchard 
industry and are an effective vector in the spread of noxious 

weeds. in some parts of Australia where the species is 
established, they have been recorded damaging soft fruit 
crops.

it is unclear whether the bird in the Lanyon valley had 
wandered from the wild population that occurs in the 
illawarra, or whether it had escaped from captivity closer to 
Canberra. it’s illegal to keep the species in captivity—having 
one in a cage could lead to a $7500 fine.

HOODED PLOvER

victoria has lost one of its oldest Hooded Plovers. He was at 
least 21 years old.

The bird was banded as an adult on 4 February 1998 in the 
estuary at Harmers Haven, on victoria’s Bass Coast.

Since it was banded, the bird had been monitored more-or-
less continuously at this site by BirdLife Australia volunteers. 
Observations of its behaviour indicate that the bird was a 
male, and he was paired with an unbanded female (though 
it’s unclear whether it was always the same partner). 
Together they were responsible for at least one nest with 
eggs every breeding season for 19 years. Eleven chicks 
fledged in that time.

He was last seen at his nest at the top of a sand dune, 
incubating a clutch of three eggs, on 15 December 2017. He 
was never seen again. His nest was later trampled by a child 
and abandoned.

Quality of digital photographs
IMPORTANT —PLEASE READ!

When submitting photos for use in WABN, please send a high quality image, eg, 300 
ppi, with a file size of at least 600 kb (preferably over 1 mb).
It is suggested  that the settings on your digital camera be changed to the maximum resolution 
(setting).
Another area that could cause a problem is that some e-mail programs automatically reduce the 
file size, so these settings could be adjusted to maintain the original file size.
When e-mailing images, please attach them to an e-mail and not embedded in a Word 
document or in the e-mail itself.
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Naming of birds
PiPiTS AND WAGTAiLS – 
MOTACiLLiDAE

Red-throated Pipit – Anthus cervinus.  Various 
translations of the Latin word anthus exist. it can mean 
small bird or wagtail. The Greek word anthos means bright 
gold. Fraser and Gray surmise that anthus could mean a 
Yellow Wagtail. Pallas, who first named the bird, is vague on 
the details so we have to guess. Cervinus in Latin means ‘of 
a deer’, perhaps referring to the reddish colouration of the 
face in the breeding bird. ‘Small wagtail-like bird of reddish 
colour.’

Australasian Pipit – Anthus novaeseelandiae.  Until 
recently this bird was considered to be synonymous with the 
widespread Asian Richard’s Pipit. However, the Australian 
and New Zealand birds are now considered to be a separate 
species, and have been given the specific name which refers 
to the type locality where it was first collected, namely New 
Zealand. ‘Small wagtail-like bird of New Zealand’.

Yellow Wagtail – Motacilla flava.  The genus name 
Motacilla comes from Latin motus, move, and cilla, tail. Flava 
(Latin) means yellow, gold or golden. Hence ‘yellow moving 
tail’. A good description of this energetic little bird.

Grey Wagtail – Motacilla cinerea.  ‘Ash coloured moving 
tail’ from Latin cinereus which means ash-like.

White Wagtail – Motacilla alba.  Latin albus means 
white, so the name means ‘white moving tail’. Again, a good 
description of this mostly white bird.

LARKS – ALAuDiDAE

Horsfield’s Bushlark – Mirafra javanica.  The origin of 
the genus name is a mystery. Dr Thomas Horsfield was a uS 
doctor who worked in Java. He named the genus but gave no 
explanation. various suggestions have been put forward but 
no-one knows for sure. The specific name refers to the type 
locality, that is, Java. ‘Mirafra from Java’.

CiSTiCOLiDAE – CiSTiCOLAS

Cisticolas are a widespread genus, occurring across Europe, 
Asia and Africa. The name comes from Greek, kiste, a 
basket, and –cola, dweller or inhabitant, for the intricate 
nest, which is distinctive for each species.

Zitting Cisticola – Cisticola juncidis.  Known in Africa as 
the Fan-tailed Cisticola. The species name comes from the 
habitat, namely reedy wetlands. From Latin iuncus, meaning 
reed. The cisticolas build beautiful finely woven nests from 
reed fronds. Common names used in the past include Grass-
warbler and Common Fantail-warbler. ‘Reedy basket-dweller’.

Golden-headed Cisticola – Cisticola exilis.  Exilis comes 
from Latin, exilis, meaning small or slender. ‘Slender basket-
dweller’.

GRASSBiRDS – LOCuSTELLiDAE

The name Locustellidae comes from Latin locusta, locust, 
possibly from the sound that some species make, or from 
their diet of insects and locusts.

Brown Songlark – Cincloramphus cruralis.  
Cincloramphus comes from Greek, kinkhlos, thrush, and 
rhamphos, bill. ‘Thrush bill’. The specific name cruralis is 
derived from Latin crus, leg. The legs are quite long, which is 
very obvious when the male is displaying by flying high, then 
floating down with legs dangling. The male of this species is 
much larger than the female. ‘Leggy thrush-bill.’ Sometimes 
called Australian Skylark.

Rufous Songlark – Cinclorhamphus mathewsi.  Named 
for Gregory Mathews, Australian ornithologist and author. 
He produced the 12 volume work ‘The Birds of Australia’ 
and numerous other publications as well as amassing a 
collection of 30,000 skins. His large library is now housed 
in the National Library in Canberra. He annoyed the more 
conservative scientists by continuously splitting species into 
subspecies. ‘Mathews thrush-bill’. Older common names 
include Red-rumped Songlark and Rufous-rumped Singing-
lark.

Tawny Grassbird – Cinclorhamphus timoriensis.  
Found in indonesia, Papua New Guinea, the Philippines and 
northern Australia. ‘Timorese thrush-bill’.

Little Grassbird – Poodytes gramineus.  This strange 
sounding name comes from Greek poa, grass and dutes, a 
diver or plunger. ‘Grass diving bird’. However the species 
name gramineus comes from Latin and means ‘grassy’. So 
we have the ‘Grassy grass diving bird’.

Spinifexbird – Poodytes carteri.  Thomas Carter was an 
ornithologist and pastoralist who collected birds in Western 
Australia. ‘Carter’s grass diving bird’.

Monticola

Golden-headed Cisticola, Adelaide River NT. Photo: WABN Digital 
Library (Maris Lauva)
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COCKATOOS FEEDiNG ON TiPuANA 
TREE (TIPuANA TIPu)

Tipuana tree (or Rosewood, Racehorse or Pride of Bolivia 
Tree) (Tipuana tipu) is a deciduous tree native to South 
America (southern Bolivia, northern Argentina, southern 
Brazil, uruguay and Paraguay). it has been planted all over 
the world as an ornamental street tree and garden plant. it 
is also valued as a shade tree, a source of ‘rosewood’ timber 
and, in some circumstances, fodder for stock. in Australia it 
was originally planted in the 1970s in Queensland’s suburban 

gardens and streets. it is popular in the Queensland pastoral 
industry for fattening stock during the winter period, and for 
its shade value.

However, it is viewed as an invasive weed in some countries 
(including parts of Australia) as it is tolerant of a wide range 
of conditions (from –4 °C to salty soils to drought), and 
produces many seeds with a very high rate of germination. 
These characteristics make it a serious threat to native 
plants. it also has a very aggressive root system, and its 
roots can easily lift up concrete and asphalt. Precautions 
should be taken when planting near buildings, homes, or 
pools, as they are likely to be damaged.

Although Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos are on record as feeding 
on the seeds of the Tipuana tree (Groom 2011) i had not 
previously seen articles or photographs of Red-tailed Black-
Cockatoos foraging in this type of tree.

i first saw the ‘red-tails’ visiting a Tipuana tree in my 
Winthrop neighbour’s backyard over two consecutive 
mornings but i only managed poor photos into the sunlight. 
On the second morning i followed the five ‘red-tails’ when 
they left my neighbour’s tree and they then flew 500 metres 
away to another Tipuana tree on a verge facing the suburb 
of Bateman. This time i had good light and was able to 
photograph the birds doing the typical ‘red-tail’ feeding 
sequence: reach down and bite off a bunch of seed pods 
before eating them one-by-one.

i have noticed Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos feeding on 
Tipuana trees at different sites in Winthrop recently and at 
last count i have found over 30 Tipuana trees in Winthrop, 
including verge trees and garden trees. i have also seen 
mature Tipuana trees in Booragoon and Willetton. it is 
great that the cockatoos have an extra food source but 
unfortunately it is a foreign species that can be quite 
invasive.

The Australian federal government’s Natural Heritage Trust 
declares it is an invasive species, saying in their Alert List 
for Environmental Weeds: “Any new outbreaks should 
be reported immediately to your state or territory weed 
management agency or local council. Do not try to control 
rosewood without their expert assistance”. The Trust has 
noted this species “for eradication”, saying it “should not be 
imported into Australia or used as a street or garden plant”. 
Proactive, responsible Queensland shires have declared 
Tipuana tipu an environmental weed.

References and further information

Groom, C. (2011). Plants used by Carnaby’s Black Cockatoo. 
Department of Environment and Conservation, Perth, 
W.A.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tipuana

https://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/invasive/
weeds/publications/guidelines/alert/pubs/t-tipu.pdf

https://keyserver.lucidcentral.org/weeds/data/media/Html/
tipuana_tipu.htm

Keith Lightbody

THE RED-NECKED PHALAROPE iN 
WESTERN AuSTRALiA

Red-necked Phalaropes, Phalaropus lobatus, show up 
annually at a few selected sites in Western Australia. They 
are small shorebirds and only a little larger than a Red-
necked Stint. Red-necked Phalaropes are remarkably 
buoyant and float high on the water. They are still, in the 
main, a relatively rare visitor.

Red-necked Phalaropes like highly saline lakes and have 
been seen feeding in the company of Banded Stilts. They 
often spin around whilst swimming, bringing food to the 
surface. They have been observed making an average 
of 46 revolutions a minute. They are very active and 
mobile, rapidly picking at the surface. They also wade and 
occasionally upend like a duck (Pringle 1987).

The two sites in Western Australia where you are most 
likely to see a Red-necked Phalarope are the Port Hedland 
saltworks and the Rottnest island salt lakes.

The findings in this article are based on around 100 Red-
necked Phalarope records for Western Australia from 1979 
to 2017. The records were obtained from a range of sources 
such as Western Australian Bird Notes, eBird records, Atlas 
of Living Australia, BirdLife Shorebird data base and HANZAB 
(Higgins and Davies 1996).

The largest numbers of non-pelagic occurrences of Red-
necked Phalarope in Western Australia have been seen at 

Members’ contributions

Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo feeding on Tipuana Tree. Photo by 
Keith Lightbody (see also p3)



Page 16 Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 167 September 2018

Members’ contributions, ctd

the salt works near Port Hedland (70 on 19 October 2001), 
the salt works at useless Loop in Shark Bay (25 in March 
2012) and the northern ponds at Lake MacLeod (17 in 
October 2006). The salt ponds at Port Hedland stand out 
with high intermittent counts of 40-50 birds. Sightings of 
congregations of Red-necked Phalaropes have only come 
from Shark Bay northwards.
in October 2001, Red-necked Phalaropes were concentrated 
along the windward side of Pond 5 at the Port Hedland 
saltworks. This pond had a salinity of about 15% and was 
also the main feeding pond for Banded Stilts and Red-necked 
Avocet (Melville et al. 2003).

Another place they have been seen 
(a single bird on one occasion) is 
at Hutt Lagoon, which is a large 
shallow salt lake near Port Gregory. 
The furthest inland sighting in 
Western Australia involves a single 
bird reported by Otto Mueller from 
Lake Hinds, in the Wongan-Ballidu 
area and about 120 km from the 
coast (Jaensch and vervest 1987).

Red-necked Phalaropes have been 
seen at Rottnest island since 
at least 1979 and a maximum 
of up to four birds have been 
reported. Observations come from 
Government House Lake, Lake 
Baghdad and Pearse Lakes. When 
visiting Rottnest island it is worth 
scanning these lakes closely as 
Red-necked Phalaropes are easily 
overlooked.

Although sightings are available for 
every month of the year, records 
are most common between August 
and February. The peak period for 
sightings is the months October and 

November. There are few observations from March to July 
(Figure 1). At Rottnest island there is a peak in sightings in 
February each year, though this may be related to the annual 
shorebird counts which are conducted during the same 
month.

Multiple sightings made at the same location during the 
same month were only counted as one monthly sighting for 
the purpose of showing the data in Figure 1. Observations 
show that Red-necked Phalaropes can remain at the same 
location for up to four weeks.

Red-necked Phalaropes at Rottnest, February 2017. The middle bird and (especially) the 
one	on	the	left	are	just	coming	into	breeding	plumage.	Photo	by	Geoffrey	Groom

Fig 1. Red-necked Phalarope sightings in Western Australia.
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Flagging of Red-necked Phalaropes has confirmed that at 
least some of the birds at Port Hedland return to the same 
site in subsequent years. On 18 October 2001, 22 were leg-
flagged at the Port Hedland saltworks and on 2 November 
2004, two birds with yellow leg flags were resighted at the 
same location. This indicates that the saltworks are a regular 
nonbreeding area for this species not just a haven for 
wandering first-year individuals (Minton et al. 2005).

Red-necked Phalaropes that migrate to Australia, breed in 
the sub-Arctic regions and originate from eastern Siberia,, 
often migrating overland to reach their destination (Pringle 
1987).

Red-necked Phalaropes overwinter at sea and are often 
encountered in large flocks. Their closest wintering 
grounds to Australia are the tropical seas north and west 
of New Guinea and the neighbouring seas of the southern 
Philippines, Borneo and Wallacea (Higgins and Davies 1996).

They frequent areas in the tropical waters that are rich in 
plankton along convergence lines and congregate around 
ocean slicks (Schultz 1987). However, a small proportion 
of birds come further south, and there have been some 
marine sightings off the Western Australian coast. The 
most interesting of these is a group of 70-100 seen at sea 
between Onslow and Barrow island in October 2000 (Coate 
2000). There are also sightings of Red-necked Phalaropes 
at sea near Ashmore Reef in October 2008, March 2014 (1) 
November 2017 (2) (records from ebird).

The most southerly sightings of the Red-necked Phalarope in 
Western Australia are of single birds at Eyre Bird Observatory 
in November 1981 and December 1993) (de Rebeira and 
de Rebeira 2005) and a single bird photographed by Peter 
Taylor and others at the vasse Estuary, near Busselton, in 
February 2014 (WABN 150, 6).
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Marcus Singor

AuTuMN WADERS AT LAKE 
PRESTON

On 18 March i visited west Lake Preston as far the 22 km 
mark north of Myalup. This four-hour field trip was intended 
to be my last gasp at finding breeding Hooded Plovers (HP) 
before winter set in.

While it is known that some Hooded Plovers may breed at 
any month of the year, the species has more regularly bred 
at west Lake Preston during, or at either end of, the summer 
months. in early 2000 onwards, 15 pairs repeatedly bred 
at the lake, with most pairs showing a high degree of nest-
site fidelity. Although the numbers have long since steadily 
dropped off, the few remaining breeding pairs usually are 
found at known HP nesting sites. During the past summer 
season, i found only 11 HPs, including one sub-adult, at the 
lake. in late January 2018 i found a HP nest then with one 
egg which was lost only days later to unknown causes; that 
beach site has been repeatedly used by breeding HP.

To the human eye, conditions at the lake during this latest 
survey did not differ markedly from once optimal conditions 
for HP breeding from early 2000: a reduced lake level 
revealing microbial mats, an exposed series of islands, also 
bone dry, and wide and extensive foreshore beaches. Again, 
compared to the experience of observers of ocean beaches 
in the Great Southern, human intrusion at Lake Preston is 
minimal, at its middle and especially at its remote upper 
reaches.

i eventually found a pair of adult HP wandering the waterline 
at the 19 km mark, and another pair at the 11 km mark. 
Both pairs remained calm throughout, showing no indications 
of breeding, and i saw no trace of downy chicks or runners. 
The third HP pair i found as the birds were racing along the 
waterline of Boat Ramp Beach (6 km mark), a site where i 
had found the one-egg nest. My observations and photos 
showed none of the birds with leg-rings or flags.

A consistent event was the presence of large roosting flocks 
of Australian Shelducks along the bays and at promontories. 
However, it was markedly noticeable that the presence 
of Silver Gulls has increased. i found the birds in large 
numbers, with many foraging at the waterline.

The effect of weather and climate change on HP breeding 
may be largely unknown, but Silver Gulls are well known 
to be the Nemesis of HPs’ eggs and their young. it seems 
possible that the ongoing presence of large gull numbers 
is deterring a large minority of Yalgorup HPs from breeding 
at the sites the birds once repeatedly used at west Lake 
Preston. However, the birds sometimes travel outside the 
Yalgorup area. One adult HP banded with double red leg-
rings at the Yalgorup was once discovered at Lake Gnorring 
in the Katanning District, and some weeks later back at the 
Yalgorup (Singor 2009). So, where have ‘lost’ Yalgorup HP 
gone, and where are they now breeding? Should regular 
observers at other inland lakes in Western Australia not find 
a marked increase in HP numbers and breeding events in 
their respective districts alarm bells should start to ring over 
the decline of an endemic shoreline species at the Yalgorup 
wet lands.

Concern is mounting over steep declines in numbers of 
trans-equatorial waders, but it would seem that concern is 
also warranted for our own endemic and unique shoreline 
bird.

Members’ contributions, ctd
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Earlier this year i also noted a lack of customarily large 
flocks of Banded Stilts at Lake Preston during the 2017-2018 
summer months, and much reduced numbers and a limited 
variety of migratory wader species.

As customary with limited time, using only my 10x40 
binoculars i noted my briefly categorised ‘small u/i waders’ 
(unidentified shoreline birds) at the lake’s distant islands; 
the majority probably were Red-necked Stints, the others 
mostly Red-capped Plovers.

Otherwise, my present estimate of 800 near-resident Red-
capped Plovers at west Lake Preston remains consistent, 
with the majority of the birds usually frequenting the 
southern zone of the lake. Consistent also is the ongoing 
presence of pairs, or of lone, Australasian Pipits, and several 
White-fronted Chats amid samphire patches, or at the lake’s 
hard shorelines. Unsurprisingly, in the absence of eggs, 
immature birds or other easy prey, none of the usual raptors 
was found throughout.
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Tony France

SEASONAL REGuLARiTY AND 
SiTE SPECiFiC FORAGiNG BY 
CARNABY’S BLACK-COCKATOOS

At times throughout the year a small flock of Carnaby’s 
Black-Cockatoos (CBC) raids a huge banksia tree and a 
mature pine tree at the upper-road embankment to our 
Myalup cottage block. On 30 May 2018, about 20 noisy CBC 
arrived at our garden, then flew down our cul-de-sac access 
drive to attack the bark on a small copse of Peppermint trees 
(Agonis	flexuosa) abutting the road verge of sealed Reading 
Road. i noticed that many of the birds were female adults.

Of course, the species’ ‘grubbing’ behaviour is quite well 
known (pers. comm. R. Johnstone, Western Australian 
Museum), so i almost took it for granted.

However, because i had repeatedly recorded the birds’ 
behaviour at the same copse, i looked back over my field 
notes and photographs, finding i had first noticed and 
recorded such an event in May 2009, and it had been 
repeated in April 2012, June 2016 and June 2017. On each 
occasion, the birds foraged the location for at least an hour.

i found on my files sufficient information enabling me to 
correlate the repeated foraging events with the onset of 
winter rains in the respective seasons. By May 2009, Myalup 
had received about 80 mm of rain towards a total that 
season of 730 mm; by April 2012, 100 mm towards a total 
of 764 mm; by June 2016, about 200 mm towards a total of 
782 mm; June 2017, 250 mm, towards a total of 830 mm, 
the latter total the highest in just over a decade.

Clearly, each of the recorded foraging incidents locally had 
occurred at the onset of winter rains. The cockatoos had 
ripped open enough stringy-bark type bark to leave long and 
enduring scars on the trunks. Close to the end of May 2018, 
Myalup received just under 75 mm of rain over about 48 

hours, so i hypothesised that any exposed insects had either 
crawled under the bark for shelter, or various grubs and 
germinating larvae had emerged from fissures or holes in the 
core of the tree.

Presumably, the rain helps soften the bark, making it easier 
for the cockatoos to rip into sections to find prey. Several 
of the foraging cockies inclined their heads, using their bills 
laterally to tear at more obstinate sections of the bark on 
branches.

The Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo events described suggests the 
memory-bank effectiveness of mature adult birds’ behaviour 
as possibly this site is learned from their parents, inducing 
the now mature adult birds to return again at the start of the 
winter rain cycle to target specific and propitious grubbing 
locations.

Tony France

BARN OWL iRRuPTiON NEAR 
JERRAMuNGuP

Although Western Australia had received good winter rainfall 
across the State in 2017, a few pockets of drought remained 
along the lower south-west coast as indicated in Figure 1 
(see page 2).

ideal conditions ensured the field mouse population soared 
around Jerramungup and by February 2018 the mice 
numbers had reached plague proportions. A few months 
later at the start of the wheat seeding season, farmers were 
dry seeding their paddocks and finding all the seed was gone 
the next morning due to the burrowing mice.

The ample supply of mice attracted Barn Owls, Tyto alba and 
Black-shouldered Kites, Elanus	axillaris to the region.

in early July 2018, i was alerted to a sizeable population 
of Barn Owls situated on a private farming property near 
Jerramungup. i was initially told there were 25 Barn Owls 
sitting in a large shed. i had my doubts till i was shown 
some photos from a mobile phone. On 12 July 2018 i gained 
permission from the farm manager to visit the property and 
found no fewer than 40 Barn Owls present.

There were two large machinery sheds and both had a large 
population of Barn Owls. They were roosting high up on the 
metal roof trusses and cross wire braces. The sheds were 
open on one side and the Barn Owls moved between the 
two sheds in broad daylight. One shed was 60 m in length, 
12 m in width and 9 m in height. The other shed was 50 m 
in length, 12 m in width and 6 m in height. The concrete 
floor was littered with regurgitated pellets. The Barn Owls 
were very quiet and only uttered a soft squeak when they 
flew into the shed and landed next to another Barn Owl on 
a roofing beam. if no other owl was present they remained 
quiet.

The only other bird species found in the shed was a 
deceased Australian Owlet-nightjar.

On 24 July 2018 the farm manager counted 28 Barn Owls in 
the larger shed and none in the smaller shed.

The farm is located on a hill side and comprises 3500 acres. 
The main crop grown is wheat. There was no tree coverage 
on the property and there were no suitable breeding sites 
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available. There were some remnant pockets of Yate trees 
along the creek beds and some mallee country with shrub 
understory along the roads.

The property manager advised that the Barn Owls first 
showed up in April and initially about ten birds were present 
and the number had gradually increased.

A close look at the Barn Owls did not reveal any juveniles, 
although Barn Owls have been breeding prolifically in the 
local district, likely due to the generous food supply.

The local school bus driver who has been doing the run for 
20 years has never seen as many owls as this year.

At the moment a pair of Barn Owl is resident in the town of 
Jerramungup. When i drive to work along the Gnowangerup-
Jerramungup road, which is 40 km long from Ongerup to 
Jerramungup, i have identified four Barn Owl territories and 
about 25 Black-shouldered Kite pairs. The Black-shouldered 
Kite nests were seen in Yate trees along the road verges.

A pair of Barn Owl in Ongerup commenced breeding in March 
2018 and nested in a large Salmon Gum. The young could 
be heard at night and the birds were still breeding in July, 
presumably a second brood.

John Tucker mentioned that there were noticeably more Barn 
Owls than usual from mid-October to the end of December 
2017 in the big Salmon Gums at the Cocanarup Timber 
Reserve, 16 km west of Ravensthorpe. Exploration drilling by 
a mining company is taking place in the reserve.

David Hollands, an owl and raptor expert, mentioned it 
seems to have been a bumper year for mice throughout 
southern Australia with highly successful breeding of Barn 
Owls and Black-shouldered Kites. Sadly, a lot of those birds, 
particularly the young and inexperienced ones, will die as the 
mouse plague comes to an end. The Australian subspecies of 
the Barn Owl is delicatula, meaning ‘delicate’, alluding to its 
common winter mortality (Debus, 2009).

David further advised that adult male Barn Owls tend to 
be more or less completely white underneath. Females 
and young birds have a variable amount of streaking and 
spotting on the breast and belly and many young birds have 
a pale brownish tinge around the breast. 

in order to encourage owls to breed in the local district, the 
Shire of Jerramungup has linked up with the Jerramungup 
Senior High School to manufacture some owl nesting tubes. 
The children engaged in this project are from Year 9 and 
Year 10 and they have been making the breeding tubes 
which will be deployed in shire managed road reserves.
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BiRD SCuLPTuRE iN PERTH

As demonstrated by Alex George and Charmaine Cave 
(2014), Western Australia’s Black Swan has often been 
featured in sculptures and decorative and official objects 
(including the WA coat of arms and flag), as well as logos. 
Their book illustrates how often this species has been used 
in and around Perth. For me, the Black Swans on the lamps 
of the Horseshoe Bridge are the most attractive and are very 
artistically designed.

One would think that the Emu should also feature in public 
art around Perth as for example, with the kangaroo statues 
assembled in Stirling Gardens. i don’t remember coming 
across one during my strolls throughout the CBD and the 
western suburbs.

i have come across two depictions of black cockatoos and 
bring these to the attention of readers of Western Australian 
Bird Notes.

in a park bounded by Mary and Gugeri Streets in Claremont 
there is a lifelike depiction of three Carnaby’s Black-
Cockatoos. The associated plaque informs us that the 
Town of Claremont commissioned the sculpture, which was 
installed in 2009. inexplicably the identity of the sculptor 
is not disclosed. Although the birds are accurately depicted 
(given artistic licence), the bend of the flowering stalk of the 
Balga seems fanciful.

in the grounds of the Subiaco Arts Centre, near the corner of 
union Street and Hamersley Road, is a sculpture of two Red-
tailed Black-Cockatoos perched on the remains of the bole of 
a tree. This was sculpted by Nic Compton in 2012 and is part 
of the City of Subiaco public art collection.

Provision of outdoor sculpture is now usually a requirement 
of new buildings, and one hopes that statues of birds 
become more prevalent. Readers who are aware of other 
bird sculptures in WA should send a photograph with 
information about location, sculptor, and year of installation 
to the editor.
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Ian Abbott

BLuE ROCK-THRuSH iN ONSLOW, 
A NEW BiRD FOR WESTERN 
AuSTRALiA 

On 8 July 2018, Nicole Hardy posted a photograph on WA 
Birds asking ‘Does anyone know what bird this is?’ it was 
subsequently identified as a Blue Rock-Thrush, Monticola 
solitarius, a new bird for Western Australia.

The photograph was taken in Onslow and Adrian Boyle 
picked up the post and put it on Australian Twitchers 
Facebook page. George Swann posted a most helpful 
description of its exact location at the boat ramp and 
adjacent fig tree.

Subsequently, a number of people travelled to Onslow from 
Broome, Perth and the eastern states, benefitting the local 
economy. We travelled to Onslow, 1400 km north of Perth, 
and saw the bird on 16 July.

The Blue Rock-Thrush was a male of the subspecies 
philippensis. The head, upper parts and thigh are a blue 
to greyish blue with darker wings. Mid chest to vent dull 
chestnut. This is the only subspecies that has chestnut 
plumage (Menkhorst et al. 2017; Collar 2018). it was very 
active, moving from the fig tree to the rocks on the boat 
ramp and others reported it around the block of units over 
the road.

(above) Carnaby’s Black-Ccckatoo sculpture, Claremont, and 
(below) Two red-tailed Black-Cockatoo sculpture, Subiaco.  
Photos by Ian Abbott
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The Blue Rock-Thrush was originally described by Linnaeus 
in 1758 and named Turdus solitarius but was subsequently 
transferred to the genus Monticola, referring to the habit of 
rock-thrushes of living in the mountains. The species name 
solitarius refers to its solitary nature.

Recent molecular studies have shown the species of the 
genus are more closely related to Old World Flycatcher 
family Muscicapidae rather than the thrush family Turdidae.

Currently the Blue Rock-Thrush has five recognised 
subspecies (Collar 2018). Two subspecies, M. solitarius 
solitarius and M. s. longirostris occur in north-west Africa, 
south-west and central Europe, Turkey, Georgia and north- 
west Himalayas.

M. s. pandoo occurs in the central Himalayas, east China and 
north-west vietnam.

M. s. philippensis occurs in Mongolia, south to Japan and 
extreme north Philippines and north-east China.

M. s. madoci occurs on the Malay Peninsula and northern 
Sumatra.

Habitat

M.s philippensis is more coastal than the other subspecies 
and in Japan occurs on coastal lowlands, rocky beaches, 
slopes and cliffs including in villages and concrete city 
buildings. in the Philippines, similar areas and along streams 
and rivers. in Borneo it also occurs in urban areas, using 
gardens and buildings and is often along shorelines using 
rocks and tree stumps. in Hong Kong it prefers rocky coastal 
areas (Collar 2018).

Food

it eats invertebrates, small vertebrates and fruit including 
figs. The Blue Rock-Thrush in Onslow was photographed 
with a fig in its bill. The occasional aerial sallies, typical of 
flycatchers, are more pronounced in subspecies philippensis.

Movements

The Blue Rock-Thrush group is described as sedentary, 
partial migrant, altitudinal migrant and intercontinental 
migrant. it is a nocturnal migrant and usually occurs as a 
solitary bird or in small loose groups.

M. s. philippensis breeds north-east to east Asia, winters to 
Borneo, Wallacea and the Philippines. Regular widespread 
winter visitor to Borneo, Sulawesi and the Malaccas (Eaton et 
al. 2016).

M. s. philippensis has different plumage and uses different 
habitat from the other subspecies which have no rufous 
plumage and inhabit high mountains and rocky areas. 
Further study is required to determine if philippensis is a 
separate species. But in the meantime it alone has been 
called Eastern Rock-Thrush (Collar 2018).

This visitor is a new species for WA. There have only been 
two previous Australian sightings reported, one from Noosa, 
October 1997 and one on Cocos (Keeling) island, December 
2008 (Menkhorst et al. 2017).
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Xenia Dennett and Sue Abbotts

A FiRST RECORD OF AERiAL 
FORAGiNG BY GROuND CuCKOO-
SHRiKES

Ground Cuckoo-shrikes Coracina	maxima	normally forage 
on the ground (Serventy and Whittell 1976). Occasionally 
they will sally-hover above the ground or ground cover, then 
settle again (Alexander 1923), and according to HANZAB 
(Higgins et al. 2006, vol 7, p. 319) there are “... no reports 
of foraging above ground in literature”.

On 10 July 2018, we were at our bush block near Westonia 
(31° 11′ 51″ S, 118° 45′ 47″ E) at around 1650 hrs, when 
we saw in the distance what looked like a flock of small 
raptors circling low over some scattered mallees. When they 
moved closer, the ‘flock’ was found to contain one Nankeen 
Kestrel and three Ground Cuckoo-shrikes. The three cuckoo-
shrikes continued to circle, calling and obviously hawking, 
between treetop level and twice tree height until 1710 hrs (7 
minutes before sunset), the kestrel having departed at 1700 
hrs. Again, the following afternoon at 1700 hrs, two Ground 
Cuckoo-shrikes hawked over the same area for 5 minutes, 
and on the next day, at 1645 hrs, three birds did one circuit 
before disappearing. The cuckoo-shrikes and the kestrel 

Blue Rock-Thrush, Onslow (see also front cover and 
Observations, p9). Photo by Xenia Dennett
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CLUES

Crossword No. 36
by Pam Agar

See page 45 for Answers

1 2 3 4 5

6

7 8

9 10 11

12

13

14

15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23

24 25 26

27

28

Across

2.	 Young	bird,	ready	to	fly.
6. Annual event for institutions. 
7. Able to be heard.
9. Small colourful member of honeyeater family.
11. Neither starlings …. sparrows are welcome in WA.
12. Not the best time of day for birding.
13. Nature of waders before leaving Broome.
14. Tuft of feathers on head.
15. Spinifexbirds prefer these areas.
16. Need to be harmless for marking birds.
21. Duck species, occasionally seen in metro area. 
24. Provide opportunities to explore new areas.
25. Chest colour of male Mistletoebird.
26. The illegal version encourages smugglers.
27. May seem long if viewing from a cramped hide.
28. Describes middle toe of Collared Sparrowhawk.

Down

1. Crest found at nape.
2. Eaten by grebes, to aid digestion.
3. Stony plains.
4. Some can do it purely by call.
5.	 Makes	it	difficult	to	see	clearly.
8. Important part of records.
10. Nature of crakes and rails.
13. Graceful, wader-like bird of plains.
17. Pursuing.
18. Likely haunt of Little Grassbird.
19. May add extra information.
20. Spotted Pardalote has a chestnut one.
21. In WA, usual habitat of Crested Shrike-tit.
22. Genus name of a small hovering kite.
23. Description of well-used breeding areas.

were probably taking emerging winged ants—flying ants the 
size of meat ants were observed on the second day.

This appears to be a first record of aerial foraging by Ground 
Cuckoo-shrikes. it was only our second record of them 
on our block in 15 years, although we have seen them on 
three other occasions within 10 km to the north of the block 
and east of it. Their falcon-like speed and grace suggests 
that they are more than capable of aerial foraging when 
circumstances present.
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Notices
BirdLife WA Great Western 
Woodlands Spring Surveys

“The woodlands are calling me and 
I must go”.

Our next two forays into the Woodlands will be in 
September:

•	 Trans line – September 2 – 7.  We initially 
planned this survey for October but have 
decided to move it a month earlier because 
of the heat, and the earlier date seems to suit 
people better. Meeting place in Kalgoorlie on 
Sunday afternoon still to be decided.  Leader: 
To be announced.

•	 Karroun Hill – September 24 – 28.  This 
outing will take place immediately after the 
BirdLife campout to Remlap. Meeting place to 
be decided nearer the time.

There are no facilities at either of these venues so 
participants need to be completely self-sufficient 
with respect to 4x4 vehicles, camping gear, fuel, 
water for the trip and food.

Libby and Lorraine 
GWW Co-ordinators

Get Your Twitch On   !!
BirdLife WA and National 

Twitchathon

27th & 28th October 2018

How many species can you count? The 
BirdLife WA Twitchathon returns in 2018 
with all entries also eligible for the national 
competition, now in its third year. The 
national twitchathon uses a weighting system 
to rank all state entries and determine an 
overall winner! All members and supporters 
of BirdLife are invited to take part.

We have three events to suit any type of team:

• 24 hour competition (State and National 
prizes)

• 12 hour competition (State and National 
prizes)

• Birdathon competition (National prize)

The Birdathon competition is designed to 
encourage newer birders and involves birding 
in three 1-hour blocks, aiming to get the 
highest total in Australia. There are loads 
of exciting prizes to be won for the highest 
totals, rarest sightings, best fundraisers and 
many more! There are also prizes for young 
birders.

Teams of 2 to 5 people can twitch wherever 
they like within WA. Any mode of travel 
(except by air) is allowed. Call playback is not 
allowed. Teams may enter one competition 
category.

For entry forms and further information 
please contact me.

Stewart Ford 
BirdLife WA Twitchathon coordinator 

watwitchathon@outlook.com

Birdata competition time!

Spring is a great time to get back into birding 
after a cold wet winter. As an incentive, we will 
be running a Birdata competition. Every Birdata 
observer that submits at least 10 surveys in WA in 
September, October AND November (i.e. a total of 
at least 30) goes in to the running to win a copy 
of the forthcoming book Night Parrot: Australia’s 
most elusive bird by Penny Olsen. The winner 
will be selected at random from amongst eligible 
observers on 1st December, so get out there and 
get counting! All survey types count towards your 
total, and surveys done anywhere in the state can 
be included.

It’s not too late to sign up — visit http://birdata.
birdlife.org.au to find out how.

Contact Tegan Douglas if you have any questions, 
on tegan.douglas@birdlife.org.au
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BirdLife  WA  End  of  Year  Picnic
9th December 2018 

Birdwalk  at 10 am (for those interested)
followed by

Picnic Lunch 12:00 – 2:00

WHO:  Volunteers, members, family and friends are invited  to Kings Park for our annual  get 
together.  As we have nearly 1300 members in WA we think you should all make an effort to 
come! What a sight that would be!

WHERE: Variety Pavilion, Saw Avenue, Kings Park.
PARKING Close by as shown on map.

WHAT TO BRING

  Picnic or BBQ food, drinks, chairs or blanket. BYO is allowed.
  Lots of good cheer too. We wll be selling our merchandise as well!

This venue has been booked and we look forward to meeting you there.

BirdLife Executive

Notices, ctd
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BirdLife WA 2019 Calendar
The 2019 calendar is now available 
at the BirdLife WA office for $10 each 
(over the counter) or $13.00 including 
postage. All photographs are by 
BirdLife WA members and photographs 
were chosen by professional wildlife 
photographers Jiri and Marie Lochman.
You can order calendars from the office 
by phoning 9383 7749 or emailing wa@
birdlife.org.au. Payment can be made 
by cash, credit card, direct deposit or 
posting a cheque. Calendars will also be 
sold at the Monday monthly meetings 
and some bird excursions between now 
and the New Year.
All profits aid the BirdLife WA 
Australasian Bittern Project.

Donations to 
BirdLife Western Australia

The Western Australian Branch is aiming to be in the 
financial position to support conservation work through 
projects, particularly aimed at threatened species. With 
the decline in government funding, support for this work 
through donations and bequests is one way this aim can be 
realised in the future.

Tax deductible donations specifically for BirdLife Western 
Australia can be made to BirdLife Western Australia through 
our office at Peregrine House. A tax deductible receipt will 
be issued.

If the donation is being made as a direct deposit in the 
BirdLife Western Australia bank account, it is important to 
signify who it is from and that it is specifically for BirdLife 
Western Australia. Donations will then be held in a separate 
account so that they can be accounted for through the 
national office each year in accordance with the Federal 
Taxation Department requirements.

Such donations, unless specified by the donor for a 
particular purpose, will be used to assist in meeting the 
objectives of the organisation. 

If you have decided to make a lasting legacy to BirdLife 
Australia in your Will, contact Bequests Officer, BirdLife 
Australia for a confidential discussion on your options, 
including any specific requests (e.g. support for black 
cockatoos in WA).

Viv Read 
Chair

The following WA people joined BirdLife Australia 
during the period  16 May to 27 July 2018:

S Alexander, S Baker, M Burke, J Capelli, K Carpenter, 
G Chapman, S Chick, M Edwards, S Edwards, 
v Glance, G Grose, S Heal, B Howard, P Jacobsen, 
J Kagi, D Kelliher, H Kent, R Leenders, C Martin, 
J McCann, C McMullen, J Moore, P Mossop, S Pielage, 
M Pryor, J Russell, S Stockwell, A vlachos, J Webb, 
G Weekes and R Winterton.

New WA members
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Regional Groups

BuNBuRY GROuP

CAPE TO CAPE GROuP

A story about shearwaters and plastic free 
July

The Flesh-footed Shearwater is a seabird that visits Bunbury 
in summer.

it is a graceful, dark bird, a little larger than a magpie, with 
a pale bill and feet. it can be seen from Bunbury beaches, 
or offshore from a boat September through to May. it flies 
with straight wings, low across the waves scooping for 
small fish, or swimming on the surface. This species of 
shearwater nests in islands off our southern coastline, from 
Cape Leeuwin to Recherche Archipelago. During our winter 
it migrates to the Gulf of Oman and the Arabian Sea— how 
marvellous is this migration!

Recently it was relatively common, but now classified as 
threatened (vulnerable), largely because of the quantity 
of Flesh-footed Shearwaters found with stomachs filled 
with plastic. Being surface scoopers they mistake scraps of 
floating plastic for fish.

On a good note, Plastic Free July is a movement that began 
in Perth in 2011 inspired by the drastic over-supply of plastic 
in our wonderful world. People across the world are taking 
part. All you do is visit the website www.plasticfreejuly.
org and make a promise to yourself not to use or purchase 
plastic products for the entire month of July . Plastic Free 
July, join the revolution and help the Shearwaters!

Sue Kalab 
Convenor, BirdLife Bunbury

Just released: Birdwatching around 
Bunbury brochure, held by the Bunbury 
Regional Group convenor, Sue Kalab.

Program

Saturday 15 September: Half-day excursion, Forest 
Grove

Meet at 8.30 am. Look for number 3.92 on post next to farm 
gate (and BirdLife sign) on the north side of Forest Grove 
Road, when arriving from Bussell Highway. Drive into the 
property to car park. This is the first time our group has 
been invited to spend a morning birdwatching on this private 
property. Wear sturdy footwear. Bring morning tea/chair.

Leader: Barry Darnell

Sunday 28 October: Half-day excursion, Jarrahdene

Meet at 8.30 am at the DBCA Jarrahdene Campground. 
Entrance is sign-posted off Caves Road, Boranup (east side). 
Continue down the access road till you see the BirdLife sign 
indicating where to park. Come along and join our Aussie 
Backyard Bird Count (ABBC) to round off BirdLife’s National 
Bird Week. There will be prizes. Wear sturdy footwear. Bring 
morning tea.

Leader: Christine Wilder

All excursions are for BirdLife Australia members and the 
general public. For details of any of the above, please 
contact Christine Wilder cwilderone@yahoo.com.au or Boyd 
Wykes majyx@iinet.net.au

Excursion reports

Owling, Margaret River, 6 May

it was a great turn out for the owling excursion in Margaret 
River with BirdLife members travelling from Bunbury, 
Mandurah, Perth and Boyup Brook, to join local birders, 
spotlighting for Margaret River’s famed night birds, including 
(hopefully) the elusive Masked Owl. The day had been 
blustery and raining on and off but by 6:00pm it was clear 
skies with some wind.

The group gathered at a private property (the first of 
four sites). Due to the large number of observers it was 
decided to split into two groups with one group staying 
at the property while others moved on to a second site. 
Masked Owl was high on everyone’s list but there were ‘no 
guarantees’. Boyd Wykes and i have found and tracked 
Masked Owls in the Margaret River region for over a year 
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now and it can take many cold nights of seeing ‘very little’ 
before success. Of course we didn’t want to let anyone down, 
particularly those who had travelled up to 300 km for the 
excursion.

At the first site we ‘lucked out’ on a Masked Owl which had 
been seen a week before, but ‘lucked in’ with fantastic views 
of a very obliging Tawny Frogmouth and an endangered 
Western Ringtail Possum. The frogmouth was perched on a 
branch by the side of the road as we left the property and 
everyone got close views with minimal disturbance to the 
bird. At the second site the groups joined up to hear an 
Australian Owlet-nightjar, but no owls. We headed off to the 
third site, again hearing an owlet-nightjar close by, but again 
no owls. Not even a boobook calling.

Running behind schedule and down to our last site closer 
to Margaret River township, we had our fingers crossed for 
some action. After short playback of calls, just as we were 
going to leave, the distinctive drawn out hissing call of a 
Masked Owl was heard quite far away and the excitement in 
the group was palpable, despite everyone maintaining their 
silence.

A few minutes later i was positive i heard a faint call and i 
wondered if the bird had left the area. Then without warning, 
hidden in the trees right next to the group, the bird let out a 
loud, long clear hiss, which really gave everyone an idea of 
how fierce these largest of our night predators can sound. 
The bird then flew across our heads but alas didn’t stay 
around to be viewed—which was hardly surprising given our 
numbers. Everyone was excited and appreciative to have 
heard one call and for some a glimpse of the bird overhead.

On the way back to the cars, a Common Brushtail Possum 
was spotted high in a tree before most people headed home. 
The hard core stayers headed into town for a pizza, a glass 
of wine and a chat about owl experiences.

The consensus was that everyone had a great night and for 
many their first experience hearing and seeing the elusive 
south-west Masked Owl (Tyto novaehollandiae) in the wild. 
Christine Wilder reported a Southern Boobook just as she 
arrived home. Thank you to everyone who attended and to 
Christine and Boyd for organising the excursion.

Steve Castan

Bird photo afternoon, Margaret River, 20 May

Christine and i hosted the first bird photo afternoon in the 
Margaret River Community Centre function room attended 
by a small but very keen group of Cape to Cape Bird 
Group (CCBG) enthusiasts. i contacted six photographers 
who regularly contribute spectacular bird photographs for 
Christine’s fantastic CCBG newsletter. The photographers 
that selected their favourite fifteen pictures were Claire 
Timmons, Alfred Lau, Gillian Richmond, Steve Castan and 
Terry Scott. We were treated to birds in aerial displays, 
small and shy, unusual, not often seen, bushbirds, raptors, 
waterbirds and owls. During the showing each exhibitor 
briefly described the where and how their subjects were 
photographed. Afterwards over a ‘cuppa’ everybody agreed 
they enjoyed the afternoon.

Terry Scott

Augusta, 9 June

With a cold front threatening it was great to see a total of 
eight birders turn up, especially as the group’s activities 

often involve considerable travel distance. Purple-crowned 
Lorikeets were seen at the assembly point and later (12 
birds in one flock), although there seemed to be no crown 
flowering. A group of Australian Shelducks were seen 
roosting on the ‘piano key’ markings on the end of the 
airstrip. Walking in through low Marri-Jarrah forest, a lone 
White-tailed Black-Cockatoo was seen with a honky nut 
firmly stuck on its bill, making positive identification difficult. 
Birds were proving rather elusive, with the occasional White-
browed Scrubwren, inland Thornbill, Grey Fantail, Australian 
Raven, Red Wattlebird and Splendid Fairy-wren, and a pair of 
Golden Whistler adding one highlight to an otherwise quiet 
morning.

We moved to the river-mouth and examined the sandbar. 
Present were Silver and Pacific Gulls, Caspian and Crested 
Terns, Pied Cormorant, Australian Pied Oystercatcher, White-
faced Heron, Osprey and a flock of birds sheltering behind 
some debris which, after discussion, we decided were Red-
necked Avocets. A group of about 70 have been present 
for several days. Twenty-nine species were seen during 
the morning. As a squall closed in, the group moved to the 
nearby Colourpatch Café for coffee and talk to end a very 
pleasant morning.

Roger Crabtree

Regional Groups: Cape to Cape, ctd

Staeri Cottage
Cosy 2 bedroom self-contained cottage 

conveniently located between Albany and 
Denmark.

	 19ha (47 acres) of mostly natural bushland with 
an abundance of birdlife.

	 Private and comfortable accommodation with 
wood fire, reverse cycle air-conditioner, queen 
bed, 2 single beds and fully equipped kitchen.

	 Close to a diversity of bird habitats, including 
Wilson Inlet, West Cape Howe NP, coastal heath 
and forest.  

*Birdlife Australia member discount

Alan and Anne Pilgrim
Ph: 0437 696 862 or (08) 9845 2598

E: staeri3172@iinet.net.au
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Hoffmann’s Mill, 19 May

On a beautiful sunny morning we set off for Hoffman Mill. 
On arrival, people went their own way into the bush to see 
what was happening, while Errol stayed put beside on old 
fig tree to sit in the sun and see what birds happened to pop 
up. There was a lot of activity by various honeyeater species 
high up in the trees that were coming into blossom and 
groups of birds would arrive at the fig tree to check it out.

After an initial sortie, we regrouped for the mandatory 
‘Margaret Jones’ (morning tea) and general discussion and 
afterwards some ventured out again.

We saw 18 species and a good time was had by all.

Martin’s Tank Reserve, 16 June

On yet another beautiful sunny morning we arrived at the 
campsite of the Martin’s Tank Reserve which is a part of the 
Yalgorup National Park.

We were met on our arrival by a very cooperative Golden 
Whistler which obligingly flitted around the area to pose for 
the avid photographers amongst us. The members of the 
group then went their separate ways around the camping 
area to see what could be found. Unfortunately there were 
no birds visible on the lake but there were many forest birds 
in the bush. The camp area was very active.

We then gathered for our ‘Margaret Jones’ (aka morning tea) 
to compare notes and the photographers showed what they 
had seen.

We then headed out to Preston Beach where Bill led us to the 
northern shore of Lake Preston. We were rewarded by the 
sight of a very large flock of Banded Stilt, a small group of 
Red-necked Avocet and a scattering of Red-capped Plover.

Lunch was had at the Preston Beach general store where we 
were entertained by a Singing Honeyeater drinking from the 
gutter of the store.

A good day was had by all.

Thanks to Alfred, Alan and Chris for supplying the photos 
which were taken on the day.

Program

Friday 12 October to Sunday 14 October: Margaret 
River

This year we will be going to Margaret River. Accommodation 
for 10 people has been reserved at The Edge of the Forest 
Resort.

if you are interested please confirm your interest with Errol 
as soon as possible.

Members’ travels

During the month Alan and Caroline and Alfred and Hidi have 
been travelling. They have recently returned from Karijini National 
Park and Exmouth where they enjoyed some warm weather and 
explored	the	various	areas	which	are	very	different	from	our	South	
West Region. Alan’s report follows:

During our road trip to Karijini we saw 25 Wedge-tailed 
Eagles on our way up, and a large flock of about 100 plus 
Zebra Finches at a billabong near Newman. At the Karijini 
Gorges the standouts were the Painted Finches and Western 
Bowerbirds as well as lots of Magpie-larks.

While camping at Karijini we attended an Astronomy night 
where we observed the stars and galaxies and saw Jupiter 
and Venus.

At Exmouth we snorkelled the reef and during our return saw 
a variety of birds including some Nankeen Kestrels in flight 

or on termite mounds, Black-shouldered 
Kites on a branch or hovering overhead, 
Brown Falcons hunting in a group of three 
and Swamp Harriers.

On our way back at the Carnarvon Caravan 
Park i saw a flock of about 80 plus Rainbow 
Bee-eaters and at Jurien Bay Mt Lesueur 
National Park we saw the Mistletoebird 
again.

A total of 48 different species were 
observed during our two weeks of travel and 
exploring.

Back in Bunbury i have seen the rare yellow 
and white Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos 
regularly, but since the Cape Lilac trees have 
been stripped, the flock are now feeding 
throughout Eaton and Australind area. 
Some are feeding on protea bushes and i 
have heard they have fed on the nuts of a 
Macadamia tree nearby.

Only last week i was lucky to see four 
Ospreys at the Leschenault Estuary 
together with two doing aerial acrobatics 

Regional Groups, ctd

MYALuP GROuP

Black-shouldered Kite, Myalup. Photo by Alan Burdett
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(above left) Diamond Dove and (above right) Grey Butcherbird, Lake Goolelal. Photos by Caroline Mynott (see report, p30)

which provided a great opportunity to take photos of them, 
sometimes upside down with talons outstretched.

And today i observed two Australian Hobbies trying to attack 
a flock of pigeons with one hovering overhead resting while 
the other harassed the flock. Then they would periodically 
change their roles, to tire out the flock.

Alfred and Hidi have also been travelling and after our last 
excursion in May again called into Lake Preston to find a 
number of Curlew Sandpipers feeding on the water’s edge.

in addition they have since been to Kalbarri where they 
spent two days in the river gorges and two days in the 
coastal cliff walks. They seemed to be disappointed in regard 
to the number of birds seen but advise that the Nankeen 
Kestrels were quite active and they saw them throughout 
the coastal walk as well as an Osprey. The dolphins and 
migrating whales were more fascinating for this trip.

Convenor: Errol Harwood 
Ph. 9720 2963  M. 0417174147 

Email jkbs@iinet.net.au

Regional Groups: Myalup, ctd

White-browed Scrubwren, Martins Tank, Lake Preston, Myalup. 
Photo by Alfred Lau

WHEATBELT-AvON GROuP (WABBA)

Election of office bearers

All elected unopposed.

Convener: Phil Lewis, Deputy Convener: Max Howard, 
Committee member: Jennifer Donegan.

Program

Sunday 23 September: Day excursion, reserves of the 
Toodyay Shire – Leader Max Howard

Meeting point: information Bay near Goomalling Road end of 
Stirling Terrace. Be there by 0745 hrs, depart 0800 hrs.

Saturday 6 – Sunday 7 October: Two-day excursion, 
Buntine Rock Nature Reserve, Dalwallinu Shire – 
Leader Phil Lewis

Meeting point: Buntine Rock, 1300 hrs on the 6th and wind 
up lunch time on the 7th. This is an overnight camp. You 
need to be fully self-sufficient. Food, water and shovel for 
toilet. Nearest accommodation is Dalwallinu, 40 km away.

Mid to late October 2018: Phil Lewis will be conducting 
Malleefowl surveys in the Dalwallinu Shire. Dates to be 
advised.
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Excursion reports
WELLARD WETLANDS, 3 MARCH

A group of 30 birdwatchers met at Wellard Wetlands.

Hoary-headed Grebe and Australasian Grebe were both 
present.

As well as Black Swan and the long-resident gaggle of 
Domestic Goose, eight species of duck were seen during the 
morning: Musk Duck, Australian Shelduck, Australian Wood 
Duck, Australasian Shoveler, Grey Teal, Pacific Black Duck, 
Hardhead and Blue-billed Duck.

Cormorants were represented by Little Pied, Great and Little 
Black Cormorants, plus Australasian Darter.

Both Great Egret and Little Egret were observed, as were 
White-faced Heron, Australian White ibis and Straw-necked 
ibis.

We saw Purple Swamphen, Buff-
banded Rail, Dusky Moorhen and 
Eurasian Coot.

As to raptors, there were sightings 
of Whistling Kite and Swamp 
Harrier.

Our observations for an enjoyable 
morning’s birdwatching were 55 
species.

Charles Merriam

RAY MARSHALL 
PARK, 
WOODBRiDGE, 
6 MAY

Fifteen members and one visitor 
met under stormy skies for this 
five kilometre return walk along 
the picturesque banks of the Swan 
River. As is often the case at this venue, the first birds that 
drew attention were Corellas, both Little and Long-billed with 
hundreds of them in the nearby trees. They seem to like the 
area; can’t blame them for that though.

Dark clouds were scudding across the sky at a rate of knots 
as we made our way along the riverside path but on the 
ground all was perfectly still. No wind and virtually no rain 
despite all the forecasts of meteorological mayhem that we’d 
been hearing!

Australasian Darters were seen at many sites along the 
river with some nesting but a somewhat disturbing sign was 
that above average numbers of Rock Doves were observed 
in the trees at several locations. Six waterfowl and seven 
parrot species were recorded and it was encouraging to see 
reasonable numbers of Australian Ringnecks and very few 
Rainbow Lorikeets which were the hardest parrots to find.

Highlights were an aerial dog fight (bird fight?) between 
a Peregrine Falcon and an Australian Hobby, several 
Australasian Pipits which are becoming a bit scarce in the 
metro region and waves of Little Black Cormorants flying 

upstream. Conservative estimates put numbers in excess of 
five hundred!

At the end of an excellent morning’s birding, we finished with 
a good total bird count of 59 species.

Peter White

LAKE GOOLLELAL, 12 MAY

A beautiful, warm, autumn day greeted the 26 keen birders 
who participated in the day’s outing to Lake Goollelal, a 
small lake situated south of Lake Joondalup.

Within the first ten minutes of the walk, there was quite a 
surprise—the appearance of a Diamond Dove sitting in a 
tree. it is very unusual to see this species this far south of 

its usual range therefore there 
was a suspicion that it may be an 
aviary escapee. However, the bird 
was spooked and took flight with 
vigour so perhaps it was a wild 
bird after all.

A flock of Little Corellas was 
seen in the distance, drinking in 
the shallow lake whilst a Grey 
Butcherbird perched conspicuously 
in a tree near the path. A Brown 
Goshawk was then seen circling 
for a little while, putting on a 
really good show for everyone. A 
little further up the path and there 
was a commotion in the distance 
as some Australian Ravens were 
seen to be chasing and vocalising 
at a raptor in flight. This turned 
out to be a Spotted Harrier, a 
rarer bird of this region, of which 
we had a good view. Further 
along the walk we passed prime 
Red Wattlebird real estate, with 
countless individuals sighted, 
calling raucously.

We turned a corner on the path and sadly the remains of 
a deceased Barn Owl were found, the bird still well intact, 
possibly hit by a car. We then passed the Whistling Kite 
nesting area, with two kites in attendance. in an adjacent 
tree sat an Australian Hobby, preening in the shade. in 
the distance a Little Eagle was seen being chased by an 
Australian Raven and some Australian Magpies.

Birds sighted on the water included Musk Duck, Australasian 
Shoveler, Australasian Grebe, Pacific Black Duck, Little Pied 
Cormorant, White-faced Heron, Purple Swamphen and 
others. A Great Cormorant and a Yellow-billed Spoonbill 
were seen on the wing. Some of the bushbirds seen included 
Western Gerygone, Grey Fantail, Willie Wagtail, Weebill and 
Rufous Whistler.

in total 53 species were recorded including a family of 
Splendid Fairy-wrens which made a welcome last minute 
appearance at the edge of the car park at the end of 
morning tea.

Caroline Mynott

Brown Goshawk, Lake Goolelal. Photo by Caroline 
Mynott (see also p29)
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GREAT WESTERN WOODLANDS 
SuRvEYS, FRASER RANGE AND 
DuNDAS RESERvE, 13-20 MAY

A party of eight assembled at Fraser Range on Sunday 13 
May. We started our survey on Monday morning on the 
north-east track. Having divided the party into two groups 
we leapfrogged, starting at FR6. Some of the gates required 
keys to gain access, but one gate for which we had a key 
was no longer a gate but was completely fenced off, which 
meant a 1 km walk to get to site FR8. Halfway along the 
main track in an open paddock we came across eight 
Banded Lapwings. We recorded four raptors, Wedge-tailed 
Eagle, Whistling Kite, Australian Hobby and Brown Falcon. 
The whole station was very dry with paddocks grazed to 
the ground, and thousands of kangaroos which were being 
culled. Water had been turned off to the caravan sites in 
the park. in spite of this the cattle looked in reasonable 
condition. We recorded Purple-crowned Lorikeet even 
though eucalypts were in bud with minimal flowering, and 
Galah, Australian Ringneck and Mulga Parrot. We recorded 
nine honeyeater species which were plentiful in spite of not 
many flowers on the trees. Both Shy Heathwren and Rufous 
Fieldwren were seen, but the only whistler we found was 
the Grey Shrike-thrush. Three of the stakes marking the 
survey sites were missing, two of these at sites accessible 
to the public, being Newman Rocks and 10 mile Rocks 
(site 4). Several missing caps were replaced. The track to 
site FR23 was blocked by a fallen tree, requiring a 600 m 
walk in. Probably the best site for birds was FR4 which was 
near a small dam. There were Redthroat, both fairy-wrens, 
treecreepers, thornbills and honeyeaters amongst others. A 
total of 53 species was reached which was good considering 
the dry conditions.

Two members of the party left at this stage while six birders 
in three cars continued on to survey Dundas Reserve. We 
stopped briefly at Balladonia, where we topped up fuel, then 
turned onto the Balladonia road south towards the coast. 
There were large signs at the turnoff saying ‘Balladonia 
road closed’, but as there were no barriers we continued 
for 12 km on bad corrugations until we turned west onto 
the telegraph track, which was much better. Dividing into 
two groups we leapfrogged, stopping for lunch at DR16, 
and making camp near DR12. The countryside looked much 
better than at Fraser Range, but fewer birds was seen and 
less varied due no doubt to the uniformity of the woodland. 
Purple-crowned Lorikeets were numerous even though 
there did not seem to be much flowering. Wattlebirds and 
Weebills were probably the most plentiful, while pardalotes, 
White-eared, White-fronted and Yellow-plumed Honeyeaters 
were recorded at virtually every site. A Wedge-tailed Eagle 
provided the photographers with wonderful close-up views 
before it slowly took off and circled for final ‘photo-op’. 
Fine views of a Brown Falcon were enjoyed too. At our final 
campsite west of DR3 we identified two honeyeater species 
not on the list for Dundas, Tawny-crowned and Purple-gaped. 
They perched on a dead tree about 10 m from where we 
were seated, offering excellent views in the bright light of 
the afternoon sun. This last campsite was the coldest on 
the trip, with ice on all the tents in the morning. Gilbert’s 
Whistler was at last recorded at the western end of the 
telegraph track, while the only area where Grey Shrike-
thrush was seen in Dundas was on the southern section of 
the Fraser Range Road. The final total was 41 species. 

Libby McGill

LAKE CLAREMONT PHOTOGROuP 
ACTiviTY, 20 MAY

The Lake Claremont area was originally a large wetland, 
abundant in plant and animal life. it is located within a 
reserve which covers an area of 70ha, with approximately 
16ha of open water. Over 87 bird species have been recorded 
at the lake. However, on the day of this excursion we only 
saw 37 species. unfortunately, the water level was low (no 
winter rains) and some 200 birds had died recently from 
Avian Botulism. in addition, a ‘Run for Life’ event around the 
lake commenced shortly after our excursion. Nonetheless, 
our excursion proceeded smoothly in beautiful weather and 
was enjoyed by all. included in the 37 species seen was a 
nice flock of Straw-necked ibis on the adjacent golf course. 
Taking our time, our lap of the lake took about two and a 
half hours and was followed by a lengthy morning tea.

Tony Richards

YANCHEP NATiONAL PARK, 
27 MAY

Despite rain overnight 19 people met at Yanchep under an 
almost blue sky. The early birders had found 15 species 
before we even started the walk! We had some target 
species, in particular, the two resident Masked Lapwings and 
the dozen Black-tailed Native-hens seen on the ‘recce’. We 
found both in the first 30 minutes and so we proceeded to 
walk around the sadly depleted Lake McNess with evidence 
of its former glory along the edge where the boats used to 
tie up. The lake still provides a useful habitat for birds and 
we saw many Pied Stilts, a lone Red-necked Avocet, Black 
Swan and four species of duck. A Yellow-billed Spoonbill, 
White-faced Heron, Great Egret and a Swamp Harrier flew 
over.

Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos flew in from their roost and 
started feeding near the camp ground with the Galahs and 
unfortunately, a couple of Rainbow Lorikeets. There were 
many Splendid Fairy-wrens, White-browed  Scrub-wrens, 

Straw-necked Ibis, Lake Claremont. Photo by Tony Richards
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Western Wattlebirds, Rufous Whistlers, Spotted and Striated 
Pardalotes and some lucky people saw Varied Sittellas.

After morning tea we drove to Boomerang Gorge, still within 
the park, where we saw White-breasted Robin. A total of 45 
species was seen between showers.

Sue Abbotts

MANNiNG PARK AND LAKE, 
2 JuNE

Eleven members and three visitors forewent the pleasures of 
the Dongara campout on the Saturday of the WA Day long 
weekend to enjoy instead the pleasures of this very pleasant 
suburban park. The morning was still, sunny but chilly, a 
point not lost on the birds, as there was far less calling and 
activity in the bush behind the Azelia Ley homestead than 
even two days beforehand. Nevertheless, we achieved a total 
of 48 species, surprisingly good for this time of year.

The bush was in healthy condition, but the only prolific 
flowering plant was Cockies tongues, Templetonia 
retusa, as well as an introduced pink flowering ironbark 
Eucalyptus	sideroxylon, which was full of New Holland and 
White-cheeked honeyeaters in spite of the bully-boy Red 
Wattlebird. As usual White-cheeked were the most numerous 
honeyeater, showing off to advantage in the early morning 
sun.

Near the top of the limestone ridge, we inspected platelets 
made by Painted Button-quail, seen on the Thursday, but 
unfortunately not on Saturday. Another surprise from the 
lookout was to see several Australasian Gannets, proving 
that winter had at last arrived in Perth, and a few Pied 
Cormorants, another first for me at this reserve.

There was a good mixed flock of Welcome Swallow and Tree 
Martin above the ridge as well as flocks of both Red-tailed 
and Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos.

Surprisingly we saw neither Purple Swamphen nor Dusky 
Moorhen around the lake, but were rewarded with a 
wonderful flotilla of Pink-eared Duck and an Australasian 
Shoveler as we were packing up.

For some people, however, the highlight of the morning was 
“Frying out loud”, a mobile coffee van which provided egg 
and bacon rolls for late breakfasters, and coffee at morning 
tea time. it remains to be seen whether the proprietor of this 
commercial undertaking responds to our request to attend 
all BirdLife WA excursions!

John Brooke

DONGARA CAMPOuT, 2 - 4 JuNE

it is always a joy to go north, and never more so than in 
wintery weather. On this occasion, Dongara turned on the 
sun, and 24 BirdLife members and friends had three glorious 
days of birding, led by Sue Abbotts. On our first day we 
visited heathland at Burma Road Nature Reserve, where we 
were greeted by an inquisitive Mistletoebird, several Yellow-

throated Miners, and Crested Pigeons who scattered at our 
presence. On the other side of the reserve we encountered 
White-winged Fairy-wrens and Crimson and White-fronted 
Chats. Later on, some members of the party saw two 
Banded Lapwings flying over, a Brown Songlark and finally 
our target bird, the  Rufous Fieldwren calling.

Lunch and birding at Ellendale Pool yielded the resident 
Peregrine Falcon, Australian Reed Warbler, and many Little 
Corellas, as well as a range of other bushbirds.

The afternoon saw us visit the Greenough River mouth 
where we saw a single wader species, Red-capped Plover, a 
lone Fairy Tern (though some suggested Little Tern), and an 
Osprey family. Another highlight was an Eastern Reef Egret, 
but the greatest thrill was the sight of a giant White-bellied 
Sea-Eagle turning upside down in flight to lock talons with 
an harassing Osprey. Great photos, Clive and Pete! Our final 
stop was the Devlin Pool nature walk, where we saw our first 
inland Thornbill and White-browed Babblers. Our total for 
the first day was 92.

On our second day some were lucky enough to see a single 
Wilson’s Storm-Petrel dancing across the waves from the 
beach car park, and many watched a young Australasian 
Gannet dive for fish. Our first stop, Depot Hill, presented the 
opportunity to see Chestnut-rumped Thornbills, many Galahs 
and a breeding Splendid Fairy-wren. Our main destination, 
Coalseam Nature Reserve, delivered Mulga Parrots, a single 
Little Woodswallow, a White-backed Swallow and another 
Peregrine Falcon. Crested Bellbirds were also heard. Some 
lucky birders saw Redthroats, Zebra Finches and a White-
winged Triller on the journey home. Our total became 107 
for two days’ birding.

Excursion reports, ctd

Osprey and White-bellied Sea-Eagle, Dongara campout. 
Photo by Peter Taylor (see also pp2,42,47)
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Excursion reports, ctd

On our final morning, Sue led us on a walk which took in 
beachside heath and estuary, and riverine habitat. Though 
it seemed we may have recorded everything possible, the 
group still added a White-breasted Robin and Collared 
Sparrowhawk to the list. With Brown-headed Honeyeater 
from Coalseam, our final total was 110 species. Nigel 
Sutherland and Bill McRoberts had to share the glory (and 
the wine!) until xenia Dennett came up with a bottle each for 
our winners.

Congratulations to Sue for her leadership, friendship and 
birding prowess.

Rose Ferrell

TOM BATEMAN RESERvE, 
10 JuNE

in a brief sunny spell, five people set off, defying the 
weather forecast of rain later in the morning. This time the 
forecast was spot on so it was a rather rude introduction to 
two new members on their first BWA excursion.

Birds were not easy to find in the cold, windy conditions 
and the total of 33 was close to the lowest we have ever 
recorded at this site. The regulars were around: ibis, 
swamphens, moorhens, coots and grebes but duck species 
were limited to two. Also conspicuous by their absence were 
Australian Wood Duck, Red Wattlebird and Crested Pigeon.

But there were some special inclusions: a small flock of 
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo flew over early on; we recorded 
Splendid Fairy-wren again and the first Spotted Pardalote for 
this area. But the best had to be a number of sightings of a 
Little Eagle, repeatedly harassed by ravens.

Pam Agar

FLYNN ROAD, MuNDARiNG, 
16 JuNE

Twenty-one members and five visitors assembled at the 
start of Flynn Road on a fine and mild winter’s day. While the 
group were waiting for the 9am start, an impromptu rubbish 
clean up began and some members cleared a considerable 
amount of litter. it was pleasing to leave the roadside 
meeting place in a cleaner condition.

The day was spent visiting three sites along Flynn Road. The 
first stop was a farm dam, which produced a large flock of 
Australian Wood Duck, Pacific Black Duck and Australasian 
Grebe. A highlight of this stop was the presence of Red-
capped Robin and Scarlet Robin popping up and down along 
the farm fences.

The next stop was at the start of the trail through open 
Wandoo woodland. The cockatoos and parrots were well 
represented, with sightings of Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo, 
Australian Ringneck, Galah, Elegant Parrot and Red-capped 
Parrot. This woodland was also home to numerous Rufous 
Treecreepers and good views were had by most. The Western 
Yellow Robin was a colourful subject for the photographers. A 

few were lucky enough to see a flushed Painted Button-quail 
fly out and there was evidence of fresh platelets.

The morning tea stop was en route, on a large boulder 
outcrop. The group then went on to search for the Crested 
Shrike-tit in a nearby area. unfortunately not seen on the 
day, but was reportedly seen on the ‘recce’. This sighting was 
the first since 2011. Other birds seen on the ‘recce’ but not 
on the excursion were White-naped Honeyeater and Brown-
headed Honeyeater. A Western Spinebill, as well as Yellow-
plumed, Singing and Brown Honeyeaters were however 
seen. A Wedge-tailed Eagle was the only raptor reported 
during the day.

Lunch was alongside the dry creek, and after lunch the 
remaining birders took a short walk into the adjacent 
bushland thickets. No additional species were seen after 
lunch. There was loud opposition from trail bike riders who 
were active throughout the day and made for difficult birding 
conditions. The final tally was 37 species, which was the 
same as the previous year.

Thanks to Charles for leading this enjoyable walk and 
bringing along his Tom-Tom and compass to ensuring no one 
got lost as we walked through the unmarked bush.

Shelley Altman

LAKE MONGER, 21 JuNE

For an inner suburban lake, Lake Monger is a real gem. 
Seventeen people saw 51 species for the morning, as 
many as any half day walk that we do. The combination of 
waterbirds and the improving bush habitat for the bushbirds 
gave us the grand total.

We saw eight species of duck and at one point it was ‘Blue-
billed Duck central’ with more than a hundred birds. The 
Australian Hobby was in the pine trees on the south side as 
usual and two Black-fronted Dotterels had arrived recently 
with the local flooding. The variegated Fairy-wrens were 
in the revegetated eastern end and a juvenile Red-capped 
Robin an unusual visitor. A pleasant warm winters day and 
good birding.

Sue Abbotts

BuLL CREEK WETLANDS, 
24 JuNE

Thirteen members and guests left for our bird walk along 
the creek through Reg Bourke Reserve around Richard 
Lewis Park. The sun which took quite a while to come out 
kept the birds very quiet and hard to spot. However, we did 
see both pardalotes, numerous New Holland Honeyeaters, 
a pair of beautiful Red-capped Parrot and a most serious 
Tawny Frogmouth sitting on a small branch glaring at us as 
if to say “don’t stay too long, i want to go back to sleep”. 
An Australian Pelican and a Brown Goshawk were circling 
overhead on the same thermal. We saw 33 species in all.

Thank you, Sue Abbotts, for leading the walk.

 Lyn Sellers
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PAGANONi SWAMP, 7 JuLY

On a cold but sunny morning, 15 birdwatchers gathered at 
Paganoni Swamp.

We followed a clockwise route, taking some two hours to 
return to our starting point at the car park.

Good views of Regent Parrot were enjoyed by most 
participants. We also saw Australian Ringneck, Red-capped 
Parrot and Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo. There were frequent 
sightings of Western Spinebill during the walk, and one 
sighting of a Tawny-crowned Honeyeater.

Golden and Rufous Whistler and Grey Shrike-thrush were 
present, as were both Scarlet and Western Yellow Robin. 
Smaller bushbirds included White-browed Scrubwren, 
Weebill, Western Gerygone, Western and inland Thornbills, 
and both Spotted and Striated Pardalotes.

The only raptors were Whistling Kite and Nankeen Kestrel.

The species total for the day was 33.

Many thanks to Sue Abbotts for leading the walk.

Charles Merriam

LiTTLE RuSH LAKE, SAMuEL 
CAPORN RESERvE, YANGEBuP,  
12 JuLY

To this little known lake in Yangebup, birders travelled from 
Bunbury, Mandurah, Herne Hill, the northern suburbs and 
also a visitor from Germany, who had read about BirdLife 
WA. The group met and then decided to move to more 
secure parking on the opposite side of the reserve. This 
proved very beneficial as the sun was also now behind us.

The lake looked ethereal with mist rising from the mirror-
like surface providing beautiful reflections of birds and 
vegetation. The water level was high so we squelched over 
almost submerged grasses to the few vantage points that 
gave views across the water. Two interesting behaviours 
were observed: the Musk Duck calling and simultaneously 
slapping the surface with his tail and a Fan-tailed Cuckoo 
perched at the top of some dead branches offering a 
repeated single note piping call. The more familiar call had 
been heard several times earlier.

As the birds were generally quiet, extra eyes provided the 
group with a pleasing result. Fifty four species were seen 
including the full suite of ibis. Western Gerygone seemed 
plentiful, performing their aerial skills as they chased insects. 
in the early light, the Australian Reed -Warblers were also 
active and calling in the reeds, so easy to spot.

Little Rush Lake is well worth visiting, especially when the 
water recedes creating some shoreline for other species to 
feed. The surrounding vegetation shows promise of plenty 
of blossom and seed grasses. Splendid Fairy-wrens were 
plentiful, and showing signs of strong colour. Sunshine 
warmed us for bird call and morning tea. A good end to the 
morning.

Leaders: Jenny Sumpton and Lynley Davey

Lynley Davey

Excursion reports, ctd

Fan-tailed Cuckoo, Little Rush Lake, Yangebup. Photo by 
Jennifer Sumpton
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 Discover Albany’s birds, 
beaches, walks and wildflowers.

3 brm olde worlde s/c 
holiday accom situated 

on the banks of Oyster Harbour, 
on the outskirts of Albany. 
Just like Grandma’s place!

Close to King & Kalgan Rivers, 
amazing beaches, national parks, 

walks & wildflowers. 
 Free WiFi and starter b/fast included.

www.homeaway.com.au/9148040
 Ph 0448 835 774

A Bird Lovers’ Paradise.

Gavin White
MRB5813 
AU31609

Ph: 0448 975 586
For servicing and repairs to all 

makes of vehicles
Specialising in air 

conditioners, servicing and 
repairs

White Torque Pty Ltd

Preston Environment Group Bush Retreat

Preston Environment Group (PEG) has 
developed a bush retreat ‘Eco Shelter 
Nature Retreat’ situated on 25 hectares 
of National Trust jarrah/marri forest, 
and where teachers/students/social 
groups (up to 6) interested in the natural 
environment, can immerse themselves 
in citizen science, flora/fauna surveys, 
birdwatching, bushtucker, bush medicine 
or forest ecology/biodiversity. 

Tariffs are reasonable and go towards 
conservation management.

The retreat is located high in the Darling 
Scarp near Ferguson Valley (30kms 
south-east of the City of Bunbury) and is 
powered by renewable energy. 

Contact Peter Murphy, 
email: kiahcreek@bigpond.com 

or telephone 043 997 6507
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Hats, caps, poloshirts and jackets
BirdLife Western Australia purchases its shirts and hats from Embroidery House in Kalamunda. You can also purchase 
these products and a percentage will be donated to BirdLife Western Australia. Click http://www.embroideryhouse.com.
au/fundraising_webstore.html to see the list of available products. The items will be delivered to the BirdLife Western 
Australia office unless you pay extra to be sent directly to you.

Books

BirdLife Western Australia sells a small range of field guides 
and other items at midway between wholesale and retail prices.

Two new books are now in stock:

 * Michael Morcombe’s WA Pocket Guide @ $24

* Suburban Raptors by Pete Burgess @ $50.

Pins/Badges
We have produced four lapel badges to promote some of the birds of 
Western Australia. So choose a badge to jazz up your hat or your 
lapel and show your support for the birds of Australia.

Each badge costs $5. Postage and packaging is extra..

Many of our BirdLife Western Australia initiatives are dependent on our fundraising efforts, so please check out 
our range of greeting cards and lapel badges. We also sell field guides and other books and items.

Download the order form  http://birdlife.org.au/images/uploads/branches/documents/WA-Sales-Order-Form-2017.pdf, and 
post or email it to our office wa@birdlife.org.au.

All sales can be cash/cheque, EFTPOS or FTP (Direct Deposit details—BSB: 036063 A/C No: 348770 Reference: item, eg, 
“Cards” plus your surname).

Our office in Perth is staffed by volunteers from 09:30 to 12:30 Monday to Friday. The telephone number is (08) 9383 7749 
and our email is wa@birdlife.org.au.

Cards
Cards cost $1 each including an envelope (postage and packaging extra), are blank inside except for Christmas and New 
Year cards.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

BirdLife WA   SALES
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Observatory reports
BROOME BiRD OBSERvATORY

Despite being in the middle of the dry season, 
we are still recording close to 200 species 
around Broome each month. The local highlights 
on Roebuck Plains Station included a Dusky 
Moorhen, an Australian Shelduck, a Welcome 
Swallow (all scarce this far north), at least 
two intermediate Egrets (possibly of the Asian 
subspecies intermedia), a Tawny Grassbird, a 
Grey Falcon, 22 Flock Bronzewings, and at least 
50 Pictorella Mannikins. A breeding-plumaged White-winged 
Black Tern was also seen for several weeks at a wetland on 
the station.

The 15 000 or so shorebirds remaining in Roebuck Bay 
during the dry season have been happily avoiding the 
beaches close to the BBO, with wonderful conditions still 
present behind the Crab Creek mangroves where they 
continue foraging at high tide. Only one Common Redshank 
appears to be present, along with at least a dozen Asian 
Dowitchers. up to six Oriental Pratincoles have been near 
wetlands on Roebuck Plains, and ten Marsh Sandpipers are 
currently at Kidney Bean Claypan. Common Sandpipers 
returned from their northern breeding grounds in mid-July, 
as did the first Little Curlew.

Pushing the boundaries of the 70 km radius from the BBO 
(for which we maintain bird records) is the Dampier Downs 
Road on the southern side of Roebuck Plains. The flowering 
of the Grevillea refracta and G. wickhamii along the road has 
led to an irruption of inland species. Two lucky locals tracked 
down a pair of Major Mitchell’s Cockatoo—the first record for 
the Broome region, and #329 for the all-time list! Black and 
Pied Honeyeaters, Crimson Chat, Crested Bellbird, and Red-
browed Pardalotes have also been found regularly.

After many mornings of cleaning up after our Tree Frog 
friends who like the cool, moist environment of the BBO 
bathrooms (particularity toilet bowls and cisterns), we 
decided to try a different tactic to eviction and build 

appropriate accommodations. The first Roebuck 
Bay Frog Hotel, built from lengths of poly pipe 
standing upright in half a bucket of water, filled 
quickly. All sized tubes became completely 
solid with our resident Green Tree Frogs 
(Litoria caerulea) and the smaller Desert Tree 
Frogs (Litoria rubella). This hotel was relocated 
away from the bathrooms and its visitors are still 
returning to the hotel and not clogging septic 

pipes, unrolling toilet paper rolls or surprising guests at 
inconvenient times. We are now running a third hotel in the 
bathrooms and it too is proving popular. Happiest of all are 
our camp hosts who have far less frogs to try and clean 
around.

Our new Visitors Centre continues to be developed, with the 
designing of the interpretive exhibitions currently underway. 
We plan to showcase our ideas for those attending the 
Campout, with the grand opening expected in early 2019!

Our 30th anniversary celebrations continue into the next 
quarter, with the Shorebirds Birthday Party taking place in 
early August, followed by our photography course guided 
by the brilliant photographers at Flock Wildlife. We are also 
nearing the BirdLife Australia Congress and Campout, to 
be held at the Mangrove Hotel and BBO! Finally, we’ll finish 
the year with our September and October ‘Birds of the 
Broome Region’ courses, which have been booked out for 
months— possibly in anticipation of fantastic birdwatching 
to be had with the return of the shorebirds and incredible 
concentrations of waterbirds and raptors on Roebuck Plains 
Station.

For more details on what is happening in 2018 (the BBO’s 
30th anniversary!), please see our website: http://www.
broomebirdobservatory.com.

BBO Wardens

(above left) Little Curlew,  and (above right) Pictorella Mannikin, Broome. Photos by Andrew Robinson
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Observatory reports
EYRE BiRD OBSERvATORY

Moving into winter at Eyre Bird Observatory has seen 
a mixture of weather—everything from days in the 
high 20s to overnights below zero (including a -4o), 
there has been some rain and plenty of sunny days, 
wind and still conditions. Some of this weather had 
an effect on the presence of birds at the baths but 
there were only a couple of days during our stay 
where there was little to note. Even on a particularly 
cold, wet day a Wedge-tailed Eagle took a slow flight past 
right outside the kitchen window!

it is hard to think of being at Eyre and not have a picture of 
a Major Mitchell’s Cockatoo come to mind. They would have 
to be the most endearing 
bird in the area with their 
gregarious personality and 
aerobatic displays. Each 
time these birds visit there 
are more opportunities 
for the ‘best’ photo with 
their crests up displaying 
the stunning red and 
sometimes yellow, or 
hanging upside down on 
the wire in synchronised 
movements with their 
mates. Many a guest found 
it hard to say goodbye, 
not just to the restful 
surroundings, but to the 
cockies who had posed so 
willingly for them.

The bird baths at the 
observatory provide 
hours of entertainment 
for visitors and birds 
alike. So many guests 
were reluctant to leave the veranda as the displays were so 
good. Only occasionally during the days of bad weather were 
they empty but during a hot north wind the action was full 
on. Brush Bronzewings were regular visitors, not in large 
numbers as winter set in, but usually one of the first birds to 
arrive. A pair of Australian Raven seemed to indicate an end 
to the day at the baths. They had an unusual habit where 
one bird would stick its beak down the other one’s after they 
had finished drinking. The Brown, Singing, White-eared and 
New Holland Honeyeaters came daily and Brown-headed 
Honeyeaters on some days. The New Holland Honeyeaters 
often dominated the southern bird bath, queuing noisily for 
their turn!

Silvereye visited daily. Red Wattlebird, Grey Shrike-thrush, 
Willie Wagtail, Grey Butcherbird, Grey Currawong and Grey 
Fantail were all regulars too, with the fantail often making 
a last minute dash before sunset. On a couple of occasions 
there was a visit from a Mistletoebird and White-browed 
Scrubwren. White-browed Babbler was heard around the 
bath areas but preferred not to be seen. Welcome Swallow 
flew around the area, only occasionally drinking.

A Brown Falcon was a regular sighting, having a few 
favourite places to perch. We were treated to it coming in 
to the bird bath for a long and relaxing wash some days. No 
little birds were in sight at this time! However on another 
occasion when the falcon was perched on top of a dead tree 

near the car park, a Willie Wagtail decided to let 
it know that it wasn’t welcome. Forever the boss, 
the Willie Wagtail, confident and loud! in the end, 
though, the falcon remained on its perch.

interesting antics are seen at the bird baths. it 
appears that some birds are happy to share and 
others like sole use. At one time, a couple of Major 

Mitchell’s Cockatoos were sitting on the branches above the 
bath when two Australian Ravens arrived. The top cocky 
swung down to have a look while the other reached out its 
wing and proceeded to attempt to 'shoo' the ravens away. 
When this didn’t work the cockies took off.

Walks around the area 
usually provided views of 
Spotted Pardalote, inland 
Thornbill, Weebill and 
Golden Whistler. Dusky 
Woodswallow was found 
down on the calcrete near 
the beach, as was the 
Tree Martin. One day we 
stumbled upon the fire 
track that was pushed 
through to the old east 
vehicle track. This proved 
to be a lovely track to walk 
further east. it was here 
that we discovered Varied 
Sittella and Western Yellow 
Robin.

Fairy-wrens are always a 
delight to see, especially 
when males in full breeding 
plumage are found. We 
were treated to a large 
group of White-winged 

Fairy-wren on a visit to Burnabbie, two in colour. They are 
not easy to see as they tend to stay low in the bluebush but 
fortunately a quick sit at the top of the bushes was enough 
for us to enjoy the view. We have also seen these birds on 
the plains near Cocklebiddy and right at Crystal Ponds as 
well as on the beach at Twilight Cove. The Blue-breasted 
Fairy-wren is often seen on the walks around the observatory 
and under the big trees near the car park. On another trip 
to Burnabbie, we saw several groups of them, recording 20 
birds in one area. it seemed like we were surrounded by 
them!

Whilst out searching for Blue-breasted Fairy-wren with one of 
our guests, Di heard a small ‘peeping’ noise down low to the 
ground. A first glimpse at a head then a tail, it appeared a 
young cuckoo was hiding down there. At this point it decided 
to come out and sit in full view while waiting to be fed but 
of course Di didn’t have a camera and the guest had gone 
his own way. Another sighting later in the day with only the 
iPhone produced evidence (but not a clear photo) that it was 
a Fan-tailed Cuckoo fledgling being fed by a White-browed 
Scrubwren. So the challenge for a decent photo was still 
there. A few days later we heard the chick again so patiently 
and quietly tracked it down, resulting in getting some shots 
of it being fed.

Kanidal Beach runs were always rewarded with sightings of 
Red-capped Plovers bobbing around amongst the seaweed. 

Fan-tailed Cuckoo being fed by White-browed Scrubwren, Eyre. Photo 
by Mick Floyd (see also pp45,47)
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For a while they had a Double-banded Plover amongst them 
and often some Red-necked Stints. Most visits we have seen 
Pied and Sooty Oystercatchers, White-faced Herons (a flock 
of 16 one day), Eastern Reef Egret (dark morph), a Banded 
Stilt, a Red-kneed Dotterel, a Ruddy Turnstone, Hoary-
headed Grebes, a Great Crested Grebe, Grey Teal, White-
bellied Sea-Eagles, Silver and Pacific Gulls and an Osprey 
who perched on the 12 km marker waiting for us! Along the 
beach front dunes we would also see Australasian Pipits and 
Willie Wagtails.

On one trip we found a Wedge-tailed Eagle feeding on a dead 
fish with some ravens. We would often see a pair of Caspian 
Tern and were lucky enough to see them feeding on a fish 
each. it amazed us how they were able to gulp these down, 
surely being adequate to keep them satisfied for some time.

visits to Twilight Cove are always enjoyable, for the scenery 
as well as the birds. A large flock of around 300 Crested 
Terns were always seen around the same spot on the beach. 
On one trip as we were heading home we came across at 
least 200 Welcome Swallows flying and landing along the 
sand. Getting out to look closer also lead to finding White-
fronted Chats and a Horsfield’s Bronze-cuckoo just behind 
the beach.

The weekly trip to Cocklebiddy for supplies is always a 
birding treat! it was pleasing to stop in the burnt dune 
area along North Track and find that birds were still to be 
seen. There were regularly pardalotes (usually Spotted, 
occasionally Striated), inland Thornbill and White-eared 
Honeyeater. We were fortunate to spot the Chestnut 
Quail-thrush in this area too. it was only a couple of short 
sightings but we have heard them calling. On one trip a pair 
of White-fronted Honeyeater sat in a tree with the male 
going through his full repertoire of song! Another trip we 
heard quite a noise and looked up to find a flock of around 
30 Purple-crowned Lorikeets. Across the blue bush plains we 
found many birds including Banded Lapwing, Pallid Cuckoo, 
Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo, White-fronted Chat, Crested 
Pigeon, Pied Butcherbird, Mulga Parrot, Australian Ringneck, 
Rufous Whistler, Red-capped Robin, Ground and Black-
faced Cuckoo-shrikes, Wedge-tailed Eagle and Black-faced 
Woodswallow. Crystal Ponds was full of surprises; we never 
knew what to expect but rarely was it empty!

A pair of Australian Spotted Crake and a Red-kneed Dotterel 
were the highlights. While collecting food at the roadhouse 

once a Straw-necked ibis flew overhead. For the first month 
we regularly saw three Cattle Egrets. One of these birds 
was seen flying over the observatory one day, being chased 
off by some cockies. On the corner where we meet the 
highway a Nankeen Kestrel would regularly be seen sitting 
on the bushes. it was on one of these return trips late in the 
afternoon that we surprised a Malleefowl ambling along the 
track inside the 1 km mark of the observatory. There was 
only enough time for us to express delight before it took off 
over the bushes. This was a pleasing sighting that we had 
not been confident of having!

Not all sightings have been of birds. We have been 
lucky enough to see a couple of Barking Geckos 
(underwoodisaurus milii), one of which ventured inside and 
was found under the bench in the morning. it was carefully 
removed and released under a bush where it promptly curled 
up and went to sleep. A few kangaroos were occasional 
visitors to the bird baths in the evening.

One night a kangaroo decided that the south veranda looked 
interesting and gave us a bit of a fright as it sounded like 
a person walking. During a trip to Twilight Cove we found 
a dead shark washed up on the beach. Checking it in the 
books back in the library we decided it was a Great White, 
about 2 m in length. Early on in our stay we had a small 
snake (150 mm) on the north veranda just outside the door. 
Several tracks were seen in the sand but this was the only 
one we saw. We saw some Southern Right Whales at Twilight 
Cove and on one occasion at Kanidal beach. The ones at 
Twilight were not too far out so we were able to see them 
quite well. There were some dolphins around at times as 
well, again quite close to shore.

Lastly, winter at Eyre also offered sightings of two orchids—
Pterostylis mutica, the Midget Greenhood, and the local 
Pterostylis sp. ‘Eyre’. A beautiful specimen of the latter was 
also found in the burnt dune area. The regrowth from the 
fires is certainly encouraging.

All in all, we saw a total of just over 90 bird species during 
the three months, including a last minute Rock Parrot which 
was a new one for us!

Di and Mick Floyd

(above	left)	Major	Mitchell’s	Cockatoos	on	sand	dunes,	and	(above	right)	Willie	Wagtail	harassing	a	Brown	Falcon,	Eyre	Bird	
Observatory. Photos by Mick Floyd

Observatory reports: Eyre, ctd
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Sunday 2 September: Bickley Brook, 
Orange Grove 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am in the Hardinge Park 
public car park, Hardinge Road. There 
is a limited number of bays. Red-eared 
Firetail and a reasonable range of other 
bushbirds have been recorded on previous 
excursions to the area.

Participants may wish to take advantage 
of the free gas barbecues that are 
provided (from 8:00 am to sunset) at the 
conclusion of the walk.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Steve Burns

Sunday – Friday 2-7 September 
Great Western Woodlands Spring 
Survey 
Trans line

We initially planned this survey for 
October but have decided to move it a 
month earlier because of the heat, and 
the earlier date seems to suit people 
better. Meeting place in Kalgoorlie on 
Sunday afternoon still to be decided. 
There are no facilities at this venue so 
participants need to be completely self-
sufficient with respect to 4x4 vehicles, 
camping gear, fuel, water for the trip and 
food.

Leader: To be announced

Thursday 6 September: Star Swamp, 
North Beach, Stirling 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am in the car park at the 
end of Mary Street, Waterman. To get 
there, turn off West Coast Highway at 
Mary Street, and drive to the car park. 
Alternatively, from Marmion Avenue, turn 
left into Beach Road, left into Ethel Street, 
and then left into Mary Street.

Species that may be found here include 
variegated Fairy-wren, Southern Boobook 
and Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo. Star 
Swamp is part of the Northern Swan 
Coastal Plain KBA for Carnaby’s Black-
Cockatoo and has Tuart and banksia 
woodland and heath. A variety of raptors 
and bushbirds can be seen. Over 82 
species of birds have been recorded here.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Michael Hancock

Saturday 8 September: Wearne Road, 
North Bannister 
Full-day excursion and Photogroup 
activity

Meet at 8:30 am on the corner of Wearne 
Road and Albany Highway. Wearne Road 
is on the left about 37 km south of the 
corner of Jarrahdale Road and Albany 
Highway and immediately before the sign 
‘North Bannister 2 km’. We will meet up 
here and then travel approximately 10 
km down Wearne Road to the excursion 
location.

We will explore the Wandoo woodlands 
looking for robins, babblers and other 
bushbirds. After morning tea, we will look 
at another area nearby.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Robyn Pickering

Saturday 8 September – Tuesday 
11 September: BirdLife Australia 
Congress and Campout, Broome

See p5 for details.

Saturday 15 September: Victoria 
Reservoir, Canning Mills 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am in the car park beside 
the information board at the entrance to 
the dam. From Perth, travel east along 
Welshpool Road and Welshpool Road 
East to the T-junction at Canning Road, 
turn right and travel for about 400 m to 
Masonmill Road. Turn right into Masonmill 
Road and continue along this road for 
about 600 m, following the signs to the 
dam past the Masonmill Gardens function 
centre, to the entrance to the car park. 
We will follow the walking track down to 
the dam. This walk is of moderate length, 
perhaps 5 km, but it does contain some 
steep steps that need to be negotiated 
both down and then up, so it does require 
a moderate level of fitness.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Clive Nealon

Saturday 15 September: Half-day 
excursion, Forest Grove

See Cape to Cape Bird Group report, page 
26 for details.

Monday 17 September: Bold Park 
Eco Centre, 165 Perry Lakes Drive, 
Floreat 
Monthly meeting, 7.30 pm

Boyd Wykes and Steve Castan will talk 
on the “Masked Owls of Margaret River”. 
Listed as a Priority 3 species in SW WA, 
the Masked Owl is so little known that the 
WA Museum’s Handbook of WA Birds has 
no description of its nesting. Boyd and 
Steve have tracked down and investigated 
through photography, sound and food 
pellets a surprisingly vibrant peri-urban 
population around Margaret River of this 
large, charismatic but enigmatic forest 
relative of the Barn Owl.

Saturday 22 September: North Lake, 
North Lake 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am at the car park near 
the north end of Progress Drive. Coming 
from Perth on Kwinana Freeway, take the 
Farrington Road exit going right towards 
Fremantle. Coming from the south, take 
the South Street exit going left towards 
Fremantle, turn left into Murdoch Drive 
and right into Farrington Road. Progress 
Drive is the first left after the lights at 
Bibra Drive.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Clive Nealon

Saturday 22 September to Monday 24 
September:  Remlap Station campout 
(Queen’s Birthday weekend) Shire of 
Mount Marshall

Remlap station is a small sheep station 
that has been de-stocked since 2001. it 
lies north-west of Beacon between Lake 
Moore and Karroun Hill Nature Reserve 
and straddles the Vermin Proof Fence. 
The area is contained within the western 
end of the Great Western Woodlands and 
has large stands of tall Salmon Gums 
and other eucalypts, Callitris groves and 
acacia shrubland.

Coming events
important note re campouts

Members anticipating attending campouts must notify the BirdLife WA Office (9383 7749) of the number in their party and when 
they will arrive. 

if you are unsure, put your name down as you can always cancel.
An emergency contact number should also be provided in case of accident.

New members
Please let the leaders know that you are a new member and don’t hesitate to ask for assistance with bird sightings.



Page 42 Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 167 September 2018

The adjacent Karroun Hill Reserve has 
been classified as a Key Biodiversity Area 
for its Malleefowl, Regent Parrot, Rufous 
Treecreeper, and Western Yellow Robin. in 
all, 141 species have been listed for the 
local area.

The campsite is in an open area of 
Salmon Gums with no facilities. it should 
be accessible by 2WD with good ground 
clearance and by 4WD with camper-
trailers and small caravans. To get there 
travel through Koorda (last fuel, 24 hr) to 
the Bonnie Rock-Burakin Road. Turn right 
and continue 14 km east to Mouroubra 
Road. Alternatively, the turnoff is 22 km 
west of Beacon (24 hr fuel). From the 
turnoff, travel 33.5 km north on bitumen 
and then dirt road. Enter through the 
farm gate (close it afterwards) and travel 
on the sandy track due west for 1.6 
km. Turn right and travel for 1 km. The 
route will be signposted from the gate 
on Mouroubra Road. The station has no 
facilities and everyone will need to be 
completely self-sufficient for food, water 
and fuel. The nearest town is Beacon, 60 
km by road.

Participants are urged to bring GPS 
units and uHF radios if they have them 
and a whistle for each person is highly 
recommended. No camp fires are 
permitted. Travel around the station 
will be by typical, rough station tracks 
with some surrounding and overhanging 
vegetation, and 4WD will be essential.

Numbers will be limited to 26, so those 
wishing to attend please call the office 
(93837749) to put your name and email/
address on the list as usual. The campout 
will commence with a briefing at 5.30 
pm on Friday and finish on Monday 
morning. Further details will be emailed to 
participants closer to the time.

For those interested there will be a 
Great Western Woodlands survey group 
continuing on to nearby Karroun Hill 
Conservation Reserve from 25 to 29 
September. Details are given in the 
Notices section.

For members and guests only.
Leaders: Andrew and Jill Hobbs

Sunday 23 September: Day excursion, 
reserves of the Toodyay Shire – 
Leader Max Howard
See WABBA Group report, p29 for details.

Monday – Friday 24-28 September 
Great Western Woodlands Spring 
Survey 
Karroun Hill
This survey will take place immediately 
after the BirdLife campout to Remlap. 

Meeting place to be decided nearer the 
time. There are no facilities at this venue 
so participants need to be completely self-
sufficient with respect to 4x4 vehicles, 
camping gear, fuel, water for the trip and 
food.

Leader: Andrew Hobbs

Friday 28 September: Peel-Mandurah 
Group excursion, Goodale Sanctuary

Contact Bob Paterson peelbirds1@tpg.
com.au for details.

Saturday 29 September: Piesse 
Brook, Kalamunda 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:15 am at the junction of 
Hummerston Road and Schipp Road at 
the southern end of Kalamunda National 
Park. Take Mundaring Weir Road from 
Kalamunda and turn left into Hummerston 
Road. We should see Golden and Rufous 
Whistlers, birds of prey and other 
bushbirds in a lovely valley.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Stella Stewart-Wynne

Saturday 6 October: Lake 
Leschenaultia, Chidlow 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 9:00 am at the car park at 
Lake Leschenaultia. Travel 10.5 km past 
Mundaring on Great Eastern Highway and 
turn left into Old Northam Road and it is 
2 km into Chidlow. At the roundabout turn 
left into Thomas Road, and after 300 m 
turn right towards 
Lake Leschenaultia 
(signed) along 
Rosedale Road. After 
2 km turn left into 
the park. it is now 
free to enter the 
park. inside the gate 
bear left and keep 
going until you reach 
the main car park.

A 6 km walk on an 
excellent track takes 
us through Jarrah, 
Marri and Wandoo 
woodland where 77 
species have been 
recorded.

For members and 
guests only.

Leader: Charles 
Merriam

Saturday – Sunday 6-7 October: Two-
day excursion, Buntine Rock Nature 
Reserve, Dalwallinu Shire – Leader 
Phil Lewis

See WABBA Group report, p29 for details.

Sunday 7 October: Collins Road 
Photogroup half-day excursion

Meet 8:00 am on Collins Road, off 
Brookton Highway. Park on the left about 
500 metres into Collins Road. Expect 
to photograph birds typical of Wandoo 
woodland.

Members and guest only.

Leader Ross Jones

Friday – Sunday 12-14 October: 
Margaret River

See Myalup Group report p28 for details.

Sunday 14 October: Forrestdale Lake 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am at Moore Street car 
park. From Perth, drive down Kwinana 
Freeway, turning left into Armadale Road. 
Continue on across Nicholson Road, then 
just over 1 km along turn right into Weld 
Street, then second left into Loftus Street, 
and then right into Moore Street. There 
should be plenty of waterbirds, bushbirds 
and possibly some raptors. Over 110 bird 
species have been recorded here. The 
wildflowers should be good too.

Bring morning tea, telescopes if you 
have them and rubber boots, as it will be 
muddy.

Coming events, ctd

Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater, Dongara. Photo by Caroline Mynott 
(see report, p32)
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Coming events, ctd

For members and the general public.

Leader: David James

Mid to late October 2018: Phil Lewis 
will be conducting Malleefowl surveys 
in the Dalwallinu Shire. Dates to be 
advised.

See WABBA report, p29 for more 
information.

Saturday 20 October: Collins Road, 
Flint 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am on Collins Road. Drive 
about 1 km from Brookton Highway and 
park on the left hand side of Collins Road. 
The Collins Road turnoff is about 50 km 
from the junction of Brookton Highway 
and Canning Road, on the right hand 
side travelling from Perth. We will walk 
through this area of Wandoo woodland 
where 61 species have been recorded. 
This is thought to be the closest breeding 
site to Perth of Blue-breasted Fairy-
wren. Also this area has an abundance of 
Rufous Treecreepers and frequently seen 
birds include Crested Shrike-tit, Restless 
Flycatcher and Western Yellow Robin.

As there will be birds breeding here, 
members are asked to follow BirdLife 
guidelines regarding nesting birds.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Claire Gerrish

Monday 22 October: Bold Park Eco 
Centre, 
165 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat 
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm

Rita and Rob Phillips will share their 
experiences over three months in 2015 
as caretakers at Eyre Bird Observatory. 
This presentation will be drawn from the 
blog they wrote, and illustrated by Rita’s 
photos. They will share the challenges of 
simultaneously managing bird counting, 
weather reporting and catering for 
multiple guests. But, they will also share 
the natural wonder of this beautiful, 
but isolated, part of Australia, from 
landscapes, sunrises and sunsets, to the 
diverse bird, animal and sea life.

Thursday 25 October: Lake 
Claremont, Swanbourne 
Two-hour excursion

Meet at 8:00 am at the Lake Claremont 
Golf Club car park off Davies Road, 
Claremont. We will look for waterbirds and 

bushbirds around this pleasant suburban 
lake.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Kerry Cowie

Friday 26 October: Peel-Mandurah 
Group excursion, Dwellingup

Contact Bob Paterson peelbirds1@tpg.
com.au for details.

Saturday 27 October: Whiteman Park, 
Swan 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:45 am at the end of car park 23 
near the Dog Park.

From Marshall Road turn north onto 
Dulwich Street and enter Whiteman Park. 
Drive until the T- junction, then turn right. 
Follow the signs for the dog exercise area, 
and turn right into car park 23 which is 
crushed limestone.

We will walk the 2.5 km loop Werillyiup 
Bush Trail (Blue Poles), which goes around 
Horse Swamp. At this time of the year, 
the seasonal swamp should still be filled 
with water and surrounded by boggy 
meadows. This mixed habitat provides a 
good opportunity to see a variety of both 
bush and waterbirds. Grey Butcherbird, 
Scarlet and Red-capped Robins, Splendid 
Fairy-wren, Striated and Spotted 
Pardalotes, Yellow–billed Spoonbill and 
duck species and raptors have all been 
seen.

Park gates open at 8.30 am and entry is 
free. Bring morning tea.

For members and guests only.

Leaders:  Shelley and Meir Altman

Saturday-Sunday 27-28 October 
BirdLife WA and National Twitchathon

See Notices, p23 for details.

Sunday 28 October: Half-day 
excursion, Jarrahdene

See Cape to Cape Bird Group report, p26 
for details.

Saturday 3 November: Herdsman 
Lake 
Photogroup half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park off John 
Sanders Drive at the north end of the lake 
by the children’s playground rather than 
the Pony Club. From the car park there 

is a variety of locations around the north 
end of the lake that are easily accessible 
and enable photographers to photograph 
a range of both shorebirds and bushbirds.

Members and guest only

Leader Lesley Macauley

Sunday 4 November: Ascot Waters, 
Ascot 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park at the 
end of Tidewater Way. To reach the area 
from Great Eastern Highway, turn into 
Stoneham Street, then into Resolution 
Drive, and left into Tidewater Way. 
Continue through two roundabouts, over 
the bridge, and up to the car park at the 
top of the rise. This is getting better as 
the thousands of shrubs and trees that 
have been planted start to mature and 
blossom. A wide variety of habitats can 
provide shelter for many birds and it is 
well worth a visit to this promising site.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Sue Abbotts

Saturday 10 November: Lake 
Joondalup, Joondalup 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am at Neil Hawkins Park, in 
the car park at the end of Boas Avenue. 
Joondalup Lake has the record for the 
highest number of species for any BirdLife 
WA half-day excursion with 75 species 
of birds seen in one morning excursion. 
There are always lots of waterbirds and 
bushbirds to be seen around this large 
lake, and there could be waders as well. 
Lake Joondalup is within the Northern 
Swan Coastal Plain important Bird Area 
for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo.

Bring your telescope if you have one.

For members and guests only.

Leaders: Nigel Sutherland & Peter White

Saturday 17 November: Thomson’s 
Lake, Cockburn 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park on 
Russell Road. From Kwinana Freeway 
turn west into Russell Road, continue 
approximately 3 km to the car park on 
the right. if you reach Pearse Road you 
have gone too far. There is a good variety 
of bushbirds, waterbirds and perhaps a 
few waders. Over 120 bird species have 
been recorded here. Bring your telescope 
(if you have one) and rubber boots or old 
sneakers as it will be muddy.
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For members and guests only.

Leader: Robyn Pickering

Thursday 22 November: Pelican 
Point, Crawley 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am at the gazebo at the 
entrance to the reserve. This is to the 
south of the Mount’s Bay Sailing Club, at 
the end of Australia ii Drive, off Hackett 
Drive, Crawley. Over 130 species have 
been recorded here. Water levels in the 
lagoon have increased in recent years, 
and there has been some revegetation 
work in the reserve. We will walk through 
the reserve, along the river and through 
adjacent bushland. We will look for 
waterbirds and bushbirds.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Charles Merriam

Friday 23 November: Peel-Mandurah 
Group excursion, Lake Mealup

Contact Bob Paterson peelbirds1@tpg.
com.au for details.

Sunday 25 November: Ashfield Flats, 
Bassendean 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am at the car park at the 
southern end of West Road, Bassendean. 
From Guildford Road turn into Colstoun 
Road, turn left into Haig St and right 
into Fisher Street. Follow Fisher Street 
into Reid Street and then turn right into 
West Road. Follow West Road to the end 
car park at Sandy Beach Reserve. There 

should be a variety of waterbirds and 
bushbirds.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Peter White

Monday 26 November: Bold Park 
Eco Centre, 165 Perry Lakes Drive, 
Floreat 
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm

Plaxy Barrett is a widely experienced 
pelagic and shore bird enthusiast and 
for BirdLife WA, she is the volunteer 
Shorebird 2020 program convenor. Plaxy 
will present on the remarkable lives of 
the birds of the South-West that travel 
each year to the Arctic Circle to nest and 
return to our region for summer. Her key 
message is about the national Shorebirds 
2020 programme. Plaxy will discuss 
Ramsar Wetlands, KBAs (Key Biodiversity 
Areas) and important sites for shorebirds 
in the South-West and internationally, 
bringing the focus back to areas of 
specific interest. She will also speak about 
another of her loves, the pelagic seabirds 
seen by boat just off our shores. Some 
birds such as albatrosses fly seemingly 
forever, without touching land.

Saturday 1 December: Herdsman 
Lake, Stirling 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park of the 
Perth Pony Club. To reach the car park, 
drive along Jon Sanders Drive from 
Perth and turn left just before you reach 
Selby Street. This is one of the waterbird 

refuges that never dry up. 
Herdsman Lake is located 
within the Northern Swan 
Coastal Plain important 
Bird Area for Carnaby’s 
Black-Cockatoo. Bring your 
telescope if you have one.

For members and guests 
only.

Leader: Claire Gerrish

Friday 6 December: 
Peel-Mandurah Group 
Sundowner

Contact Bob Paterson 
peelbirds1@tpg.com.au for 
details.

Saturday 8 December: Walyunga 
National Park, Swan 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park at the 
end of Walyunga Road (off Great Northern 
Highway, upper Swan, near Bungara 
Pool). Be prepared to pay an entrance fee 
into the park. The national park lies along 
the Darling Scarp. The Avon River bounds 
one part of the planned walk, which 
includes good areas of Wandoo, so we 
should see an excellent variety of birds. 
This walk finishes at about lunch time so 
bring lunch if you wish.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Clive Nealon

Sunday 9 December: End of Year BBQ 
/ Picnic Lunch 
Variety Pavilion, Saw Avenue, Kings 
Park

BirdLife WA bird walk followed by picnic/
BBQ lunch between 12.00-2:00 pm.

Members and their families are invited 
to attend the annual end-of-year get 
together at Kings Park this year. We have 
over 1200 members in WA!

There will be a bird walk for those 
interested, starting at 10 am, from the 
Variety Pavilion.

it will be a BYO event so please bring 
chairs, food, drinks, and especially, good 
cheer.

Parking is nearby—see page 24 for map of 
the area.

Sunday 9 December: Woodman Point 
Photogroup half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park at 
Woodman Point in Jervoise Bay. Turn right 
off Cockburn Road, into O’Kane Court, 
then left into Jervoise Bay Cove and right 
into Woodman Point Road. Drive to the 
end of the road and take the last left into 
the car park. Expect to photograph a 
variety of shorebirds and possibly some 
raptors and coastal bushbirds.

Members and guest only.

Leaders: Sandra and Ian Wallace

Sunday 16 December: Lake 
Claremont, Swanbourne 
Two-hour excursion

Meet at 7:30 am at the Lake Claremont 
Golf Club car park off Davies Road, 
Claremont. We will look for waterbirds and 
bushbirds around this pleasant suburban 
lake.

Coming events, ctd

Wilson’s Storm-Petrel, North Mole. Photo by Chris Young
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Coming events, ctd

For members and the general public.

Leader: David Free

Tuesday 18 December: Clarkson 
Reserve, Maylands 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park on the 
east side of the tennis courts off Clarkson 
Road. Travelling away from the city on 
Guildford Road, turn right into Peninsula 
Road and follow this until you reach a 
T-junction with Clarkson Road. Turn left 
at the T-junction and travel about 200 m 
along Clarkson Road towards the tennis 
courts, and turn right to reach the parking 
area. Buff-banded Rail has been seen 

here and it should be quite a pleasant 
walk along the river.

For members and the general public.

Leaders: Jennifer Sumpton & Lynley 
Davey

Sunday 30 December: Lake McLarty, 
Murray 
Full day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am at the gate into Lake 
McLarty Reserve. Travel on Forrest 
Highway past Pinjarra Road, turning 
right into Mills Road and continue for 
approximately 3.7 km until you see 
the reserve entrance gate on the right. 

Take your lunch, sun hat, insect repellent, 
water and telescopes. Wear rubber boots 
or old shoes as it will be muddy.

Lake McLarty is a KBA site for migratory 
waders so there should be a variety of 
waders at the lake, as well as many 
waterbirds and bushbirds. Over 140 
bird species have been recorded in this 
reserve. Note: this excursion may be 
moved to an alternative venue if water 
levels are unsuitable.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Sue Abbotts

Advertising rates in 
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ACROSS
2	fledgling,	6	audit,	7	audible,	9	chat,	11	nor,	12	hottest,	13	
plump, 14 crest, 15 arid, 16 dyes, 21 freckled, 24 camps, 25 
red, 26 trade, 27 hours, 28 elongated.

DOWN
1 nuchal, 2 feathers, 3 gibber, 4 identify, 5 glare, 8 dates, 10 
timid, 13 pratincole, 17 chasing, 18 reedbed, 19 sketch, 20 
rump, 21 forest, 22 Elanus, 23 messy.

Crossword No. 36 
answers

Crested Tern, Eyre Bird Observatory. Photo by Mick Floyd (see report, p39)
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Calendar of events
Sun 2 Sep: Bickley Brook, Orange Grove, Half-day excursion

Sun – Fri 2-7 Sep: Great Western Woodlands Spring Survey, 
Trans line

Thu 6 Sep: Star Swamp, North Beach, Stirling, Half-day 
excursion

Sat 8 Sep: Wearne Road, North Bannister, Full-day excursion and 
Photogroup activity

Sat 8 Sep – Tue 11 Sep: BirdLife Australia Congress and 
Campout, Broome

Sat 15 Sep: victoria Reservoir, Canning Mills, Half-day excursion

Sat 15 Sep: Half-day excursion, Forest Grove

Mon 17 Sep: Bold Park Eco Centre, 165 Perry Lakes Drive, 
Florea, Monthly meeting, 7.30 pm

Sat 22 Sep: North Lake, North Lake, Half-day excursion

Sat 22 Sep to Mon 24 Sep:  Remlap Station campout (Queen’s 
Birthday weekend) Shire of Mount Marshall

Sun 23 Sep: Day excursion, reserves of the Toodyay Shire – 
Leader Max Howard

Mon – Fri 24-28 Sep: Great Western Woodlands Spring Survey, 
Karroun Hill

Fri 28 Sep: Peel-Mandurah Group excursion, Goodale Sanctuary

Sat 29 Sep: Piesse Brook, Kalamunda, Half-day excursion

Sat 6 Oct: Lake Leschenaultia, Chidlow, Half-day excursion

Sat – Sun 6-7 Oct: Two-day excursion, Buntine Rock Nature 
Reserve, Dalwallinu Shire – Leader Phil Lewis

Sun 7 Oct: Collins Road, Photogroup half-day excursion

Fri – Sun 12-14 Oct: Margaret River

Sun 14 Oct: Forrestdale Lake, Half-day excursion

Mid to late Oct 2018: Phil Lewis will be conducting Malleefowl 
surveys in the Dalwallinu Shire. Dates to be advised.

Sat 20 Oct: Collins Road, Flint, Half-day excursion

Mon 22 Oct: Bold Park Eco Centre, 165 Perry Lakes Drive, 
Floreat, Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm

Thu 25 Oct: Lake Claremont, Swanbourne, Two-hour excursion

Fri 26 Oct: Peel-Mandurah Group excursion, Dwellingup

Sat 27 Oct: Whiteman Park, Swan, Half-day excursion

Sat-Sun 27-28 Oct: BirdLife WA and National Twitchathon

Sun 28 Oct: Half-day excursion, Jarrahdene

Sat 3 Nov: Herdsman Lake, Photogroup half-day excursion

Sun 4 Nov: Ascot Waters, Ascot, Half-day excursion

Sat 10 Nov: Lake Joondalup, Joondalup, Half-day excursion

Sat 17 Nov: Thomson’s Lake, Cockburn, Half-day excursion

Thu 22 Nov: Pelican Point, Crawley, Half-day excursion

Fri 23 Nov: Peel-Mandurah Group excursion, Lake Mealup

Sun 25 Nov: Ashfield Flats, Bassendean, Half-day excursion

Mon 26 Nov: Bold Park Eco Centre, 165 Perry Lakes Drive, 
Floreat, Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm

Sat 1 Dec: Herdsman Lake, Stirling, Half-day excursion

Fri 6 Dec: Peel-Mandurah Group Sundowner

Sat 8 Dec: Walyunga National Park, Swan, Half-day excursion

Sun 9 Dec: End of Year BBQ / Picnic Lunch, variety Pavilion, Saw 
Avenue, Kings Park

Sun 9 Dec: Woodman Point, Photogroup half-day excursion

Sun 16 Dec: Lake Claremont, Swanbourne, Two-hour excursion

Tue 18 Dec: Clarkson Reserve, Maylands, Half-day excursion

Sun 30 Dec: Lake McLarty, Murray, Full day excursion
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Little Black Cormorants, Optus Stadium, Burswood. Photo by 
Gary Tate

Members in the field

Australasian Gannet, Albany pelagic. Photo by Alan Watson

Morning tea, Dongara campout. Photo by Penny Lee (see report, page 32)

Australasian Darter, Busselton. Photo by Graham Little

Australian Spotted Crake, 
Eyre Bird Observatory. 
Photo by Mick Floyd (see 
report, p39)
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Chiming Wedgebill, Hamelin Station. Photo by John Baas Juvenile Australian Pratincole, Christmas Island. Photo by 
Beth Walker

Rufous Fieldwren, Miaboolia Beach, Carnarvon. 
Photo by John Baas

Western Grasswren, Monkey Mia. Photo by John Baas

Caspian and Crested Terns, Woodman Point. Photo by Chris Young


