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Front cover: Royal Spoonbill, Bardon Park, Maylands (see Observations, p11). Photo by Ian Wallace

Broome Bird Observatory photos: (above left) Shorebirds 2015, by Ric Else and (above right) Common Redshank, by Nigel Jackett 
(see also pp41,43).

Above left: Franklin’s Gull, Port Denison (see Observations, p11). 
Above right: Whistling Kites, Irwin River estuary.  Photos by Mike Lawrie

Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater (above left) and White-fronted Honeyeater, Trayning. Photos by Ian Wallace

Red-capped Robin, Dryandra (see 
report, p39). Photo by Alan Watson
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Editors’ note re bird checklists

As noted in a recent issue of WA Bird Notes (WABN 155, p 
29), this publication recently switched to using the BirdLife 
Australia ‘Working List of Australian Birds’ in anticipation 
of the national organisation’s policy that this list would be 
used in all BirdLife Australia publications, as is now the case. 
Not surprisingly, this move has stimulated a lot of debate 
for various reasons. Scientific advances are likely to bring 
about change, and a healthy debate around the implications 
of scientific findings and the philosophical basis of different 
checklists is an indication of a dynamic and committed 
organisation. It could be argued that a checklist should be a 
reflection of current knowledge, and this reflection is likely 
to have broad implications for many members, whether they 
are simply interested in watching birds (e.g. usage of names 
in WA Bird Notes, or in the way field guides are designed and 
arranged), or are directly involved in species conservation 
(e.g. through alterations in the way in which conservation 
priorities are perceived). The following article is the personal 
view of a WA member, but a view that is based on an 
examination of the approach behind the formulation of the 
BirdLife working list, and the application of that approach, 
using examples taken from Western Australian birds. We 
hope that this stimulates others to reflect on these questions 
also.

Allan Burbidge and Sue Mather

Sharp-eyed readers will have noted that Western 
Australian Bird Notes, which has long followed “BirdLife 
Australia recommended names”, has recently signalled 
a transition from the static and increasingly outdated 
monographic list of Christidis and Boles (2008), to the 
dynamic document termed the “Working List of Australian 
Birds”. The latter was recently updated to Version 2 
(BirdLife Australia 2016), so it is timely to review this list 
and its broader implications, with a particular focus on 
Western Australian birds.

The Working List is an ambitious but worthy project to 
maintain a list of not only Australia’s bird species and 
recommended Australian English names, but also their 
subspecies (i.e. ultrataxa), status, and conservation 
assessments within a single list and associated database. 
The efforts to compile an up-to-date list of subspecies 
represent a big step forward from Christidis and Boles 
(2008), while conservation assessments to ultrataxon 
level build a vital bank of information. However, the 
most controversial element of the Working List lies in 
its taxonomic approach, which is justified in somewhat 
defensive terms on the BirdLife Australia website (see 
http://birdlife.org.au/conservation/science/taxonomy). 
Their confusingly non-sequential rationale could be 
summarised as follows: taxonomists can never agree on 
a single definition of a species; fortunately this doesn’t 
matter at all for bird conservation, because they can be 
protected whatever their taxonomic level (as ultrataxa); 
nevertheless it is somehow very important for bird 
conservation to adopt a stable and consistent species-
level taxonomy.

BirdLife’s poorly-argued solution to this poorly-argued 
problem, following the lead of parent body BirdLife 
international (BLi), is to apply the controversial system 
titled “Quantitative criteria for species delimitation” 
(Tobias et al. 2010). This system uses point-based 
scoring of multiple phenotypic characters (plumage, 
vocalisation, measurements, etc.) to test allopatric sister 
taxa against a threshold calibrated from undisputed 
(sympatric) species pairs. if the score reaches the magic 
seven ‘Tobias points’ of difference, they are declared 
divergent enough to be split as species, under what is 
dubiously described as a “modern, broad interpretation of 
the Biological Species Concept”.

This system gained some momentum when BLI teamed 
up with Lynx Edicíons, publisher of the monolithic 
16-volume Handbook of the Birds of the World (HBW) 
series, in a project to list and illustrate all of the world’s 
bird species in the compact two-volume Illustrated 
Checklist of the Birds of the World. volume 1 (Non-
Passerines) (del Hoyo and Collar 2014) is incorporated 
into Version 2 of the Working List, while Volume 2 
(Passerines) is due late in 2016. Since its release, 
the HBW/BirdLife Checklist (as it has become known; 
hereafter HBW/BLi) has been adopted as the taxonomic 
list used by a number of conservation-oriented 
organisations, including for use in several migratory bird 
agreements, the European Union Birds Directive, the 
iuCN Red List, and of course now BirdLife Australia’s 
Working List.

Criticisms of the approach
At the same time, biting criticisms of the HBW/BLi 
approach have been voiced by influential ornithologists 
tied to regional taxonomic committees, including George 
Sangster (Stockholm university and British Ornithologists’ 
union Taxonomic Subcommittee) (Sangster 2015), J. 
v. ‘van’ Remsen (Louisiana State university, American 
Ornithologists’ union Checklist committee and South 
American Classification Committee) (Remsen 2015, 
2016), and the Ornithological Society of the Middle East 
(Blair et al. 2015). Their list of criticisms is long and 
detailed, including that the Tobias scheme:

•	 assigns points without functional reference to 
reproductive isolation, contrary to the Biological 
Species Concept (BSC)

•	 is extremely simplistic in its treatment of the rich 
signal from contact zones (e.g. assortative vs non-
assortative mating), and downplays the almost 
diagnostic significance of divergence in true parapatry

•	 ignores hybrid swarms and clinal intergradation in 
contact zones (thus absurdly splitting North America’s 
Red-shafted and Yellow-shafted Flicker, one of the 
best studied intergradation zones in the avian world)

•	 fails to require diagnosability criteria, or even 
statistical significance

•	 is wasteful of known character differences, 
particularly for song, and ignores the great value of 
multivariate analysis

THE WORKiNG LiST OF AuSTRALiAN BiRDS, 
vERSiON 2 – A WA-CENTRiC CRiTiQuE



Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 159 September 2016 Page 5

THE WORKiNG LiST OF AuSTRALiAN BiRDS, vERSiON 2 
– A WA-CENTRiC CRiTiQuE, ctd

•	 is calibrated to an inappropriate sample, due to 
including only sympatric pairs (since sympatry forces 
ecological niche separation and inflates divergence), 
excessive weighting of passerines, and inclusion of 
numerous non-sister taxa

•	 completely ignores phylogenetic and phylogeographic 
effects, by comparing only taxon pairs in isolation

•	 excludes all DNA-based data on the flimsiest of 
rationales, namely that taxonomists can’t agree on 
a universal genetic threshold for species diagnosis, 
when the same could equally be said for any of their 
included characters.

The Tobias method, according to Sangster (2015), 
thus “…abandons (a priori) all major theoretical and 
technological breakthroughs in species recognition 
since the 1970s”. Of these deficiencies, the complete 
and intentional exclusion of genetic data is particularly 
glaring and relevant to Australian birds, in which 
detailed phylogeographic studies are beginning to finally 
resolve species limits in some long-debated groups 
(e.g. grasswren, quail-thrush, butcherbirds), as well 
as revealing some cryptic species 
hidden right under our noses (e.g. 
Western Whistler, Copperback Quail-
thrush). While it is true that the 
relationship between genotypic and 
phenotypic divergence is inconsistent 
and complex, this argument cuts 
both ways – i.e. plumage and 
morphological differences should not 
be relied upon to correctly diagnose 
reproductive isolation (e.g. in 
rosellas). BirdLife’s broader rationale, 
that constant debate over the merits 
of competing species concepts 
renders the species definition 
arbitrary, is also increasingly invalid. 
Rather, all modern species concepts 
have been steadily converging on 
a shared definition of species as 
“(segments of) separately evolving 
meta-population lineages”, and 
thus differ only in the criteria used 
to diagnose lineage separation (de 
Queiroz 2007). For a taxonomy 
claiming to follow the BSC, the 
key criterion should be the “…
biologically critical process of gene flow, not similarities 
and differences in phenotypic characters as assessed 
by human perception” (Remsen 2015) — making their 
exclusion of genetic data (which offers direct, rather than 
surrogate, estimation of reproductive gene exchange) 
particularly puzzling.

What’s new — or not — in the Working List 
Version 2
One of the biggest and most noticeable changes to the 
Working List is to fully incorporate the recent “seismic” 
revisions in high-level systematics (see Joseph and 
Buchanan 2015 for review), which now sees the land 
and waterfowl followed by (in order) grebes, pigeons, 

cuckoos, nightjars, swifts, rails, waders, and gulls, 
pushing the core waterbirds including petrels and 
penguins further down the list. This change makes the 
Working List more up-to-date in list sequence than many 
other sources, including the HBW/BLi Checklist itself. 
While this is commendable, it is not hard to see the irony 
that the Working List should be reorganised to strictly 
reflect phylogenetics, when this is explicitly denied as 
valid evidence at or below species level.

The Working List also contains a number of 
phylogenetically-driven genus changes, mostly in line 
with the latest Howard and Moore Checklist (Dickinson 
and Remsen 2013, Dickinson and Christidis 2014) but 
ahead of the iOC List (Gill and Donsker 2016) (e.g. 
split of Radjah from Tadorna, Spatula shovelers from 
Anas, Synoicus quail from Coturnix, Zapornia crakes 
from Porzana; lumping of Philomachus and Limicola 
into Calidris). Probably the most significant genus-level 
change for WA birds is Zanda for Carnaby’s and Baudin’s 
Black-Cockatoos, which will presumably trigger the 
type of costly conservation paperwork railed against 
by BirdLife. Failure to split Inland Dotterel as Peltohyas 

is probably a mistake since its list 
order has moved out of Charadrius 
— an error that should thus have 
been obvious. Despite avoiding 
passerine changes ahead of Volume 
2 of the HBW/BLi Checklist, other 
genus-level changes include, in 
addition to the necessary breakup 
of the Lichenostomus and Meliphaga 
honeyeaters, some fairly ‘aggressive’ 
Howard and Moore splits that are 
less likely to be followed elsewhere 
(e.g. split of Black Butcherbird as 
Melloria to retain Gymnorhina, split 
of White-breasted Robin as Quoyornis 
to retain Tregellasia). They have 
also followed del Hoyo and Collar’s 
(2014) unconventional resurrection of 
Catharacta, but without correcting the 
gender of antarcticus — another error 
symptomatic of the hybrid approach.

Species-level splits (at least those 
affecting WA — see Table 1) are 
mostly consistent with other 
international checklists, particularly 

since several of the more controversial HBW/BLi splits 
were not followed. The split of Australian Gull-billed 
Tern is novel but has some support (see Rogers et al. 
2005), and is likely to be vindicated when more rigorous 
systematics catch up. Although not explained in the 
documentation, the Working List team have taken a 
‘wait-and-see’ approach (Glenn Ehmke, pers. comm.) 
in declining HBW/BLi’s novel but possibly meritorious 
split of Plumed Egret (with plumifera added in Version 2 
only at subspecies level), and lumping of Black-winged 
Stilt, which again leaves the Australian list confused 
with the English name of the lump, and the Latin name 
of the split (and a missed opportunity perhaps to 
adopt HBW’s subspecies name of Pied Stilt). However, 
the real differences from other lists lies in what is not 

BirdLife Australia List: Golden Whistler
IOC List: Western Whistler
Photographed at Eneabba by Jennifer 
Sumpton
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split. A number of recent splits of non-passerines were 
considered and rejected by the Tobias method (though it 
was noted that Naretha Bluebonnet “may be an incipient 
species”), while other splits, e.g. Collared Kingfisher, 
are not addressed since they post-date del Hoyo et al. 
(2014). However, the long list of passerine splits since 
Christidis and Boles (2008) are ignored (see Table 1 
for those affecting WA), in pre-emptive deference to 
the impending Volume 2 of the Checklist. Some other 
species treatments carried over from version 1.2 remain 
completely out-of-step with other checklists, notably the 
regressive and unjustified treatment of Oriental Reed 
Warbler as a subspecies of A. arundinaceus.

At subspecies level, the Working List becomes even 
more of a hybrid beast, revealing within the side-notes 
the extensive work undertaken to compile and review 
subspecies from a variety of sources. Though still the 
default reference for non-passerine subspecies, the 
taxonomic influence of HANZAB (Marchant et al. 1990-
2006) is beginning to fade — perhaps not fast enough in 
the case of some persistent errors (e.g. Phalacrocorax 
carbo “carboides”). Some recent subspecies revisions 
seem to have been missed, e.g. Musk Duck menziesi. 
However, we will need to wait for the next version to 
see whether the failure to split Western Whistler P. 
occidentalis even at subspecies level (from fuliginosa) 
was simply a deferred decision, or rather makes a very 
pointed statement that phylogenetics will not be accepted 
as grounds for even subspecies recognition.

There are minimal English name changes in Version 2 
beyond the new splits. The rather contrived process of 
providing English names for all subspecies is intended 
to preserve recognition of ultrataxa whatever their 

level, but generally fails in its application, e.g. “Gilbert’s 
Honeyeater” is added to subspecies chloropsis of White-
naped Honeyeater, yet the very reason this iOC-led 
name change was implemented is because these are 
not sister taxa. Also missing are recent name changes 
applied to splits of polytypic species (e.g. Silver-backed 
Butcherbird for argenteus + colletti, Copperback Quail-
thrush for clarum + fordianum), hence not captured in 
the Working List in its current form. The very laboured 
geographic style for naming subspecies creates many 
unusable names, including some that are just recipes 
for confusion (e.g. “Pacific Kelp Gull” or “Western Red 
Wattlebird”). Taxa with distributions outside Australia are 
often given nonsensical geographic names, e.g. “Chinese 
Little Egret” for E. g. garzetta, which is found across 
Europe and Africa. And despite promising to capture 
existing names for distinct subspecies, there are many 
examples against this, e.g. “Wet Tropics White-throated 
Treecreeper” for Little, “inland variegated Fairy-Wren” 
for Purple-backed, “inland Spotted Pardalote” for Yellow-
rumped (which is no more ‘inland’ than the others), 
“Northern Restless Flycatcher” for Paperbark, “South-
western Yellow-throated Miner” for Dusky, “South-
west Southern Whiteface” for Western, and “Western 
Lemon-bellied Flycatcher” for Kimberley, etc. — these 
last two particularly perplexing, as examples where 
existing geographic names were available but not used. 
Most of these names are not needed and will never be 
used, and appear to realise the predictions of the RAOU 
(1978) — ironically named as a key source informing the 
Working List — that the confusion invited through naming 
subspecies is worse than the slight loss of information 
from not naming them at all.

Table 1. Taxonomic changes affecting WA birds in the Working List version 2, and comparison with other lists.

WHAT’S NEW? WHAT’S NOT?
Taxonomic changes in Version 2 

(c.f. v1.2)
[* = split by IOC]

Recent taxonomic changes NOT incorporated 
in Version 2

Splits
•	 Brown-capped Emerald Dove Chalcophaps longirostris* 

(split from C. indica of Christmas island etc.)
•	 Australian Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon macrotarsa (split 

from Common Gull-billed Tern C. affinis, also present in 
northern WA)

•	 Grey-faced Petrel Pterodroma gouldi* (split from Great-
winged Petrel P. macroptera – both species present in 
WA)

•	 Subantarctic Shearwater Puffinus elegans* (split from 
Little Shearwater P. assimilis – elegans possible but not 
yet identified in WA)*

•	 Australian Little Bittern Ixobrychus dubius* (split from I. 
minutus)

•	 Southern Boobook Ninox boobook (split from N. 
novaeseelandiae* of NZ, and N. leucopsis of Tasmania)

•	 Red-collared Lorikeet Trichoglossus rubritorquis* (split 
from Rainbow Lorikeet T. mollucanus)

Lumps
•	 Western Ground Parrot Pezoporus [wallicus] flaviventris* 

(lumped with [Eastern] Ground Parrot)

HBW/BLI changes not followed (del Hoyo et al. 2014) 
•	 Red-bellied Spinifex Pigeon Geophaps [plumifera] 

ferruginea (split)
•	 Black-shouldered Lapwing Vanellus [miles] 

novaehollandiae (split)
•	 Plumed Egret Ardea [intermedia] plumifera (split)
•	 Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus 

[leucocephalus] (lump)

IOC splits (c.f. Christidis and Boles 2008) not followed
•	 Australasian Swamphen Porphyrio melanotus
•	 Eastern Cattle Egret Bubulcus coromandus
•	 Torresian Kingfisher Todiramphus sordidus
•	 Naretha Bluebonnet Northiella narethae
•	 Gilbert’s Honeyeater Melithreptus chloropsis
•	 Western Fieldwren Calamanthus montanellus
•	 Western Quail-thrush Cinclosoma marginatum
•	 Copperback Quail-thrush C. clarum
•	 Nullarbor Quail-thrush C. alisteri
•	 Western Whistler Pachycephala occidentalis
•	 Silver-backed Butcherbird Cracticus argenteus
•	 Paperbark Flycatcher Myiagra nana
•	 Australian Pipit Anthus australis
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Cryptic and critical — Western Ground 
Parrot
The Western Ground Parrot (along with the Norfolk 
Parakeet) is singled out in Working List documents as a 
Critically Endangered species demoted to subspecies rank 
in Version 2, accompanied by a lengthy defence of why 
this has absolutely zero implications for its conservation. 
Previous versions of the List “provisionally” elevated 
Western Ground Parrot to species level based on the 
genetic study of Murphy et al. (2011), now discarded 
to fall back into line with HBW/BLi (who allocate it only 
a single Tobias point, for yellower plumage). Yet the 
claim this has no implications for conservation is easily 
falsified by the fact that the iuCN Red List of Threatened 
Species still does not separately list this critical taxon, 
and directly cites BirdLife’s taxonomic assessment as 
the reason for not doing so. In fact it easy to locate 
statements to the contrary, e.g. “…the taxonomic level 
at which a population is recognized can have significant 
impact on the conservation status that is conferred 
to it and resources that flow on from this” (Christidis 
and Boles 2008, p.9); “…one factor [for allocation of 
conservation resources] is distinctiveness, including 
taxonomic or evolutionary significance” (Joseph et al. 
2009); or “…we contend that public concern about 
biodiversity loss … is primarily concerned for loss of 
species” (Garnett and Christidis 2007).

The point is not that conservation priority should 
influence taxonomic decisions, but rather that — since 
the reverse is true — taxonomic decisions for threatened 
taxa should be made with the most complete set of 
information available, including genetics. The large net 
mtDNA divergence between Western and Eastern Ground 
Parrot (4.4-5.1%) is typical of species-level difference, 
and conversely, would be rare within a single species 
(Murphy et al. 2011). But even this fairly simple genetic 
study contains rich supporting information beyond the 
headline percentage divergence, notably that genetic 
variation across all eastern subpopulations (including 
Tasmania’s leachii) is very low and unstructured; that 
they share no haplotypes with Western; and that the 
deep genetic split corresponds geographically to an 
ancient isolating barrier, which is of course exactly 
where speciation should be expected to occur. Other 
published differences include diet (Newbey 2016), 
habitat preference and call, including a distinctive 
buzzing call unrecorded in the Eastern Ground Parrot 
(DPaW 2014); in addition, western birds are slightly 
larger (A. H. Burbidge and A. Berryman, pers. comm.), 
and more anecdotal data suggest differences as diverse 
as slower development of adult iris colour, and pair 
breeding behaviour (male feeds the incubating female 
away from the nest). These accumulated differences are 
unsurprising, given their estimated 2 million years of 
independent evolution (another benefit of mtDNA studies 
— an in-built, crude ‘molecular clock’).

Many of these — contact calls, breeding pair interactions, 
habitat adaptation — are far more likely to be biologically 
significant to a BSC-driven hypothesis than similar 
camouflage-adapted plumage. Yet under the heavy bias 
of the Tobias system towards plumage and morphometry, 

these carry little weight. The ‘true’ species status of 
Western Ground Parrot can never be known, since we 
can only theorise whether the two populations would 
freely interbreed if they naturally came back into contact 
— the so-called ‘allopatric species problem’. But the 
alternative hypothesis, that they are a single species 
because they look similar, is equally untestable — so 
why should one improvable hypothesis be favoured by 
default over another? Gill (2014) argues that shifts in 
our understanding of the isolating mechanisms in bird 
speciation switch the default ‘null hypothesis’ in favour 
of assuming essential reproductive isolation in divergent 
‘island’ populations — and south-western WA has long 
been recognised as an ‘island’ of endemism.

The future under the Working List
It is clear that despite the merits and endeavour of 
the Working List project, BirdLife Australia has tied 
itself to a highly controversial taxonomic approach with 
an uncertain future. BirdLife here is like King Canute 
commanding the tide, since an artificially conservative 
taxonomy that deliberately excludes certain types of 
evidence can only recede further and further from the 
cumulative progress of taxonomic science.

The consequences for BirdLife Australia are serious. 
It weakens our ability to engage with the increasingly 
dominant international taxonomies such as iOC and 
Clements, at a time when the influence of country-level 
taxonomic committees is waning in favour of finding 
global consensus. These lists will continue to diverge 
from the artificially stable HBW/BLi scheme, as will the 
names and checklists used by Australian birders and field 
guides — a problem already evident in WA Bird Notes. By 
opting out of a progressive taxonomy, BirdLife Australia 
waives the chance to influence even the English names 
of our own birds; the Working List’s almost comical 
approach to naming subspecies will only contribute 
further to this problem. BirdLife will also progressively 
diverge from the bird list used by government, via the 
Australian Biological Resource Survey and its Australian 
Faunal Directory (which, you may be pleased to know, 
splits Western Ground Parrot). And most relevant here is 
that deference to HBW/BLi devalues the huge endeavour 
and many merits of the Working List, which is rendered 
unworkable by the flawed method applied arbitrarily at 
species level.

We will need to wait for Volume 2 of the Checklist to see 
how far the HBW/BLi approach softens to accommodate 
some of the more genetically-driven recent splits of 
Australian passerines. We will also need to wait to see 
how much notice the Cambridge office takes of BirdLife 
Australia’s voiced dissent against several Tobias-method 
revisions. But given that the Working List group has 
clearly used discretion to diverge from HBW/BLi at 
all taxonomic levels, including species, the question 
increasingly becomes — why follow it at all? BLi’s website 
previously included a statement that it “…does not 
pretend to be an authority on the taxonomic status of the 
world’s birds (and indeed does not have the resources or 
aspiration to become this)…”. This statement disappeared 
in 2014, the year that their partnership with del Hoyo and 
HBW clearly increased their ambitions for the taxonomic 
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scheme. But even in 2016, when pressed to respond 
to Remsen’s criticisms, Collar et al. (2016) confessed 
that the Tobias method “…is not proposed as a flawless 
technique for accurate species delimitation. It is a 
relatively simple rule-of-thumb for accelerating taxonomic 
revisions, ... particularly in regions (for example, the 
Asian tropics) where levels of taxonomic activity are 
relatively modest”. So why does BirdLife persist with its 
universal application, even in cases with high quality 
information excluded by the method? Australia is not an 
under-explored, third-world country doing second-rate 
taxonomic science. BirdLife Australia members should 
be concerned about their organisation’s commitment to 
such a needlessly regressive, arbitrary and deeply flawed 
system for delimiting the nation’s bird species in its 
Working List.
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Letters to the Editors

Quality of digital photographs
IMPORTANT —PLEASE READ!

When submitting photos for use in WABN, please send a high quality image, eg, 300 
ppi, with a file size of at least 600 kb (preferably over 1 mb).
It is suggested  that the settings on your digital camera be changed to the maximum 
resolution (setting).
Another area that could cause a problem is that some e-mail programs automatically 
reduce the file size, so these settings could be adjusted to maintain the original file size.
When e-mailing images, please attach them to an e-mail and not embedded in a Word 
document or in the e-mail itself.

Book review

Dear Editors

I was sorry to see an historical error perpetuated in 
ian Abbott’s review of Coate and Merritt’s book Finch 
trapping in the Kimberley.

it was stated “Land-based exploration of the Kimberley 
hinterland began in 1879 with Alexander Forrest”. This 
is incorrect. it began with George Grey in 1837. Grey’s 
journal is still in print (Hesperian Press) and does contain 
extensive references to the birds and other aspects of 
natural history. in 1988 Kevin Coate led an expedition 
to retrace Grey’s route, so this error is particularly 
disappointing. It has been described in Australian 
Geographic Magazine (Jan-Mar 1981).

There is a statue of Alexander Forrest at the junction 
of St Georges Terrace and Barrack Street. The plaque 
below states that “HE WAS THE FiRST ExPLORER OF 
THE iNLAND DiSTRiCT OF WESTERN AuSTRLiA”. This 
is wrong of course, but it does perhaps give Ian Abbott 
some excuse.

incidentally, Kevin will be talking about the subject of 
his book at the Kimberley Society seminar, The Natural 
World of the Kimberley which will be held at the 
UWA Club on 15 October. I am sure that many BirdLife 
Australia members would be interested in the wide range 
of subjects on the program..

Hamish McGlashan

WHO KiLLED THE GREAT 
AuK?

A new acquisition to the BWA Library, the 
book Who Killed the Great Auk by Jeremy 
Gaskell, (Oxford university Press 2000), 
gives the answer to this question as:

undeniably the Great Auk was a victim 
of the civilization of which we are a part 
and which too often manifests short-
term thinking in its exploitation of natural 
resources, often in the name of ‘progress’ 
or ‘development’.

The book describes how this flightless 
bird became extinct in the mid nineteenth 

century after rapacious slaughter of the 
birds for flesh and eggs, with unthinking 
disruption of breeding areas in the fishing 
grounds of the North Atlantic.

Though some great Victorian ornithologists 
began to raise awareness, the legislation 
for seabird protection was enacted rather 
too late (1869) for this unique bird.

Once a regular visitor to the rocky 
isles of Britain, the last definite record 
of the species there was 1834 and in 
Newfoundland, 1852.

The book gives a frank account of the 
“uglier aspects of European expansion” and 
is well worth reading.

Diane Beckingham
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Observations
This list has been compiled by the WA 
Records Officer with input from the 
WA Records Committee. Metropolitan 
suburbs or shires are in parentheses. 
Please report interesting observations 
the WA Records Officer, John Graff 
(wasightings@birdlife.org.au) or to 
the BirdLife WA office (9383 7749). 
Sightings are included on the BirdLife 
WA sightings page (http://birdswa.
org.au/sightings.htm) as soon as 
possible, and the most interesting 
are selected for inclusion in the next 
WABN.

Highlights

Another exceptional quarter for 
rarities, highlighted by some 
excellent seabird records off southern 
Western Australia. Foremost 
amongst these was an Amsterdam 
Albatross seen on an Orca-watching 
trip to the Bremer Canyon off Bremer 
Bay. Although regularly tracked to 
south-western Australian waters, 
this is only the second at sea 
record of this globally rare species 
off Western Australia. A dedicated 
seabird trip to the Bremer Canyon in 
May encountered extremely rough 
conditions, but observers were 
rewarded with a number of excellent 
sightings including an adult Grey-
headed Albatross and the record 
of Grey-backed Storm-Petrel on 
a Western Australian pelagic. A late 
May trip from Busselton to Augusta 
also suffered rough weather and 
made most of the journey in inshore 
waters, but did record a Light-
mantled Sooty Albatross before 
heading closer to shore.

Land-based highlights were led by 
Western Australia’s (and Australia’s) 
second record of Eurasian Wigeon, 
photographed along the Great 
Northern Highway at the De Grey 
River crossing east of Port Hedland. 
Unfortunately, subsequent searches 
failed to relocate the bird. It was the 
same case with a Great Frigatebird 
photographed at Lake Richmond 
in mid-May, a very unusual record 
so far south. Similarly, an unusual 
Yellow Wagtail was photographed 
on Roebuck Plains near the Broome 
Bird Observatory — after some 
discussion, this bird will be submitted 
as an individual of the race lutea, 
part of the Western Yellow Wagtail 
group which is split by some 
authorities from the Eastern Yellow 
Wagtail group that typically occurs 
in Australia. A stunning breeding-

plumaged Franklin’s Gull was a 
little more co-operative, remaining in 
situ at Port Denison for almost two 
weeks.

The long-staying Eurasian Curlew 
on the Leschenault Inlet was seen 
up until at least late April, while 
the House Crow reported in the 
previous edition of WABN also 
continued to be seen until it was 
finally caught and destroyed by the 
Department of Agriculture in late 
April.

METROPOLiTAN (UBD 
Street Directory)

Light-mantled Sooty Albatross – 
1 beachwashed, 16/05/16, Falcon 
Beach (Falcon) – CL (taken into 
care; rarely reported in Western 
Australia)

GREAT FRIGATEBIRD – 1, 
17/05/16, Lake Richmond 
(Rockingham) – PSCB (rare 
vagrant to southern Western 
Australia; photographs)

Royal Spoonbill – 1, 20-26/05/16, 
Bardon Park (Maylands) – CS 
et al. (rare in south-western 
Australia; photographs) (see 
front cover photo)

Black Kite – 1, 23/04-06/07/16, 
ALCOA Wellard Wetlands 
(Baldivis) – MN (rare in south-
western Australia; photographs)

Common Noddy – 1, 21/05/16, 
Ocean Reef Boat Harbour (Ocean 
Reef) – AS (rarely reported in 
the metropolitan area, though 
appears to be common offshore; 
photographs)

HOUSE CROW – 1 immature female, 
13-23/04/16, Fishing Boat 
Harbour and Bathers Beach area 
(Fremantle) - LP et al. (vagrant to 
Australia; probably ship-assisted; 
destroyed by Department of 
Agriculture and specimen now 
in WA Museum; subject to BARC 
acceptance; photographs; see 
also WABN 158)

SOuTH WEST (SHARK 
BAY TO CAPE ARiD)

Fork-tailed Swift – 1, 16/04/16, 
Elachbutting Hill (Westonia) – JW 
(uncommon migrant to south-
west)

GREY-BACKED STORM-PETREL 
– 1, 08/05/16, Bremer 
Canyon, offshore Bremer Bay 
(Jerramungup) – PB et al. 
(first at-sea record for Western 
Australia; photographs)

Black-bellied Storm-Petrel – 
4, 15/04/16 * 1, 17/04/16 
* 100+, 08/05/16, Bremer 
Canyon, offshore Bremer Bay 
(Jerramungup) – PB et al. (100+ 
high count, previously considered 
rare but appears to be regular 
passage migrant in April-May off 
south coast; photographs)

AMSTERDAM ALBATROSS 
– 1, 17/04/16, Bremer 
Canyon, offshore Bremer Bay 
(Jerramungup) – DM et al. (1st 
record for Western Australia; 
subject to BARC acceptance; 
photographs)

GREY-HEADED ALBATROSS 
– 1, 08/05/16, Bremer 
Canyon, offshore Bremer Bay 
(Jerramungup) – PB et al. (rarely 
reported at sea off Western 
Australia; photographs)

Sooty Albatross – 1, 08/05/16, 
Bremer Canyon, offshore Bremer 
Bay (Jerramungup) – PB et 
al. (rarely reported at sea off 
Western Australia; photographs)

LIGHT-MANTLED SOOTY 
ALBATROSS – 1, 29/05/16, 
offshore Cape Naturaliste 
(Busselton) – SF et al. (rarely 
reported at sea off Western 
Australia; photographs)

White-chinned Petrel – 3, 
17/04/16, Bremer Canyon, 
offshore Bremer Bay 
(Jerramungup) – DM et al. (rarely 
reported at sea off Western 
Australia; photographs)

Sooty Shearwater – 2, 17/04/16, 
Bremer Canyon, offshore Bremer 
Bay (Jerramungup) – DM et al. 
(rarely reported off Western 
Australia, though recent records 
suggest regular passage in 
autumn)

Inland Dotterel – 8, 15/05/16, 
farmland near Billiburning 
Rock (Mt Marshall) – RJ et al. 
(uncommon in south-western 
Australia; photographs)

EURASIAN CURLEW – 1, 13-
22/04/16, Point Douro, 
Leschenault Estuary (Harvey) – 
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DC, GH et al. (vagrant to Western 
Australia; subject to BARC 
acceptance; photographs; see 
also WABN 158)

South Polar Skua – 1, 08/05/16, 
Bremer Canyon, offshore Bremer 
Bay (Jerramungup) – PB et al. 
(previously considered rare but 
appears to be regular passage 
migrant in small numbers 
in autumn off south coast; 
photographs)

Arctic Tern – 2, 08/05/16, Bremer 
Canyon, offshore Bremer Bay 
(Jerramungup) – PB et al. 
(previously considered rare 
but appears to be regular 
in small numbers off south 
coast, particularly autumn; 
photographs)

FRANKLIN’S GULL – 1 breeding 
plumaged adult, 08-20/06/16, 
Port Denison (irwin) – BB et 
al. (regular vagrant to Western 
Australia; photographs) (see p2 
for photo)

ARiD ZONE
EURASIAN WIGEON – 1, 07/07/16, 

De Grey River crossing, Great 

Northern Highway (Port Hedland) 
– SM (2nd record for Western 
Australia; subject to BARC 
acceptance; photographs)

Asian Dowitcher – 1, 17/05/16, 
20 km south of Carnarvon 
(Carnarvon) – LG (late record this 
far south; photographs)

KiMBERLEY

White-browed Woodswallow 
– 1, 12/05/16, Broome Bird 
Observatory (Broome) – NJ & 
JG (rarely reported in Western 
Australia)

(Eastern) Yellow Wagtail – 
100+ (all ssp. tschutschensis 
[simillima]), 10/04/16, Roebuck 
Bay in front of Broome Bird 
Observatory (Broome) – JG & NJ 
(high count)

(WESTERN) YELLOW WAGTAIL 
– 1 ssp. lutea, 04/03/16, 
Roebuck Plains near Broome 
Bird Observatory (Broome) – 
JG & DMa (subject to BARC 
acceptance; photographs)

OBSERVERS

AS = Andrew Sherwin
BB = Bill Belson
CL = Craig Lester
CS = Claire Stevenson
DC = Don Carlson
DM = Dan Mantle
DMa = David Marshall
GH = Greg Harewood
JG = John Graff
JW = Jordan Webber
LG = Les George
LP = Louis Purdy
MN = Mark Newman
NJ = Nigel Jackett
PB = Plaxy Barratt
PSCB = Peter St Claire-Baker
RJ = Ross Jones
SF = Stewart Ford
SM = Sylvain Maury

 Discover Albany’s birds, walks 
and wildflowers.

3 brm s/c holiday accommodation
situated on the banks 

of Oyster Harbour, 
known shorebird haven 

on the outskirts of Albany.

Close to King & Kalgan Rivers, 
amazing beaches, national parks, 

walks & wildflowers.

 Free WiFi and starter b/fast included.

 Ph 08 9844 7744
 www.stayz.com.au/148040

A Bird Lover’s Paradise.
Fairy Tern (see report, p28). Photo by Cherilyn Corker
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CHAiR’S REPORT

BirdLife WA reports

In trying to organize my thoughts in preparation for 
writing this report, I drew up a list of things that are 
happening within BWA and quickly ended up with ten 
major items and a host of ‘others’.  BWA sometimes 
reminds me of that classic cartoon duck: seemingly 
placid and calm above the surface, but paddling like mad 
underneath to keep things going.

Late in May, representatives from BirdLife branches 
around Australia met in Melbourne for the annual 
Network Forum. Twenty-five branches had 
representatives, which goes to show how large the BA 
network has become.  Frank O’Connor, Adam Peck and 
I were there for BWA and were involved in two days 
of meetings with topics ranging from an introduction 
to the new Birdata portal to the use of social media 
in conservation. The forum was followed by the AGM 
of BirdLife, at which Mandy Bamford was elected onto 
the National Board. That can only be a good thing for 
maintaining lines of communication across the Nullarbor.

Peregrine House remains a hive of activity and is likely to 
remain our home for the foreseeable future, with plans 
for a conservation group centre to be constructed on the 
site still a long way down the track. It is busier than ever 
with our program manager, Helen Bryant, now working 
three days a week,  Adam Peck (Great Cocky Count), 
Tegan Douglas (Cockies in Crisis) and Robyn Pickering 
(Rainbow Lorikeets) working away on their respective 
projects, and volunteers coming and going regularly.

Speaking of volunteers, the Executive Committee is 
about to send out a request to members seeking out 
those who might like to enrich their lives by joining a 
committee or helping out the branch in some other way. 
Even with a core of paid staff, BWA relies very heavily 
on volunteers who bring with them a wealth of skills and 
experience. The Executive Committee itself is in need 
of some extra people, with Keith Lightbody stepping 
down (but remaining active within BWA in other ways — 
thanks, Keith) and an existing vacancy for a vice-Chair. 
i am also aware that i am half way through my three-
year term as Chair, which means that we will soon need 
someone prepared to take on this exciting and rewarding 
role.  And i’m not just saying that! Meetings of the 
Executive are enjoyable because we have such a positive 
group, and it is rewarding because the organization as 
a whole is making a difference. The organization is also 
going places, with a recent successful grant application 
meaning we now have some financial security that will 
enable us to increase our capacity.

Conservation issues abound, and the big one remains 
the Perth-Peel Strategic Plan (the ‘Green Growth Plan’) 
to which we made a major submission. As a result of our 
comments, Adam Peck and I were invited to join a site 
tour with representatives from the Department of Premier 
and Cabinet, the Department of Parks and Wildlife and 
some other major conservation groups. Much of the 
discussion was around how the plan could be adapted 
to better provide for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo and 
biodiversity in general.

Another looming conservation issue concerns the 
Wheatbelt. Having grown up in the era of ‘a million acres 
a year’, i find it terribly concerning that the clearing goes 
on, making the region less hospitable for people and 
wildlife. Of course we need food…but there needs to be a 
better balance between farm economics, wildlife, lifestyle 
and the environment.

June saw the launch of the Great Western Woodland 
Report, the culmination of a massive survey effort that 
has confirmed the importance of this region.  Surveys 
are to continue and the GWW committee remains active 
on the conservation front, in particular focusing on a 
mining proposal for the Helena and Aurora Range. Once 
again it is a question of balance, but in the Great Western 
Woodland we have a chance to get that balance right.

A number of important events are coming or are at least 
being considered. In October, there will be National Bird 
Week and the Backyard Bird Count, with a number of 
events centered around these. The Backyard Bird Count 
is important as it is a project that draws the attention 
of non-birders to the birds that are around them. in the 
excitement of seeing that new or special bird, it is easy to 
forget that any bird is new and special to someone if they 
are noticing it for the first time.

Plans are also a-foot for an exhibition and sale of artwork 
and photographs, with the nucleus for this being a 
collection donated by Bruce Buchanan, a former WABN 
editor. A number of artists and photographers have 
offered additional pieces and if we can get sufficient 
support, this may become an annual event. Long-term 
members may recall such exhibitions held in the foyer 
of the Perth Concert Hall in the 1980s. Such events are 
another way of keeping and raising the profile of birds 
across society.

Mike Bamford

Amytornis and Australian Field Ornithology
Amytornis is a BWA on-line scientific journal established 
in 2007 by Myles Menz and Rob Davis, and intended 
to give BWA members a platform for the publication 
of observations on birdlife in WA in a refereed journal. 
Issues have been published regularly and will remain 
available on-line, but since the merger of Birds Australia 
and BOCA (to become BirdLife Australia), the journal 
Australian Field Ornithology (AFO) has come under the 
umbrella of BirdLife. AFO has similar aims to Amytornis 
and will be available on-line and free to BirdLife 
members.  Back issues of Amytornis will be available 
through the AFO website, and members are encouraged 
to submit observations on WA birds to AFO. It is the 
intention of BA and the AFO editorial board to make AFO 
a truly national platform for peer-reviewed observations 
on Australian Birdlife (see below). Maintaining a 
mechanism for the publication of high-quality science is 
important for the standing of BirdLife as a scientific and 
conservation organization.

Mike Bamford
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Do you want to reduce your tax?
It’s that time of year again. 

That’s right, time to think about your tax.
Why not make a tax deductable donation to BirdLife WA before 30 June.

Your donation will be a valuable contribution to help save WA’s birds and will be used for one of our 
conservation projects. BirdLife WA needs your support.

With your help we can make BirdLife WA better.
Make your donation by:

Direct deposit: BirdLife WA, Westpac, Floreat 
BSB 036-063, Acc No 348770

(Enter donation and your name on the recipient’s bank statement, and then send an email to wa@
birdlife.org.au with your name, address, donation amount and date of payment, so we can send you your 

donation’s receipt.)
Post your cheque to BirdLife WA, 167 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat, WA 6014. 
Please include your address so we can send a donation’s receipt to you.

BirdLife WA reports, ctd

WHAT'S AvAiLABLE iN EMu 
AND AuSTRALIAN FIELD 
ORNITHOLOGy?
We all know about BirdLife Australia’s quality quarterly 
magazine, Australian birdlife, which includes a great 
selection of articles about our birds, the people involved, 
and about bird conservation efforts. But how many of 
us know much about BirdLife’s Emu or Australian Field 
Ornithology?

Emu
Emu is for all sorts of people interested in birds — 
professional ornithologists, research scientists, resource 
managers, students and amateurs interested in any 
aspect of the biology and management of birds. Emu 
is the premier journal for all the latest ornithological 
research and reviews related to the Southern Hemisphere 
and adjacent tropics. It has a long and proud tradition 
of publishing articles on many aspects of the biology of 
birds, particularly their conservation and management. 
There are lots of interesting topics, all backed up 
with strong technical content. For example, a special 
issue earlier this year was devoted entirely to the East 
Asian–Australasian Flyway, and contained 13 articles on 
population trends, threats and future prospects for the 
migratory shorebirds that use this important route. This 
included contributions by Mike Bamford, Kim Onton, Chris 
Hassell and Bill Rutherford, providing an essential WA 
perspective on national trends and management needs. 
Other issues contain a big variety of contributions. For 
example, the current issue contains an article by Teagan 
Johnston and others on foraging by Carnaby’s Black-
Cockatoo in Banksia woodland on the Swan Coastal Plain; 
critically important information for the conservation of 
this steadily declining species. Current and back copies of 
Emu are held in the BirdLife WA Library, accessible to all.

Australian Field Ornithology

Now freely available to all members, Australian Field 
Ornithology (AFO), including back issues since its 

beginning in 1959, can easily be accessed through the 
BirdLife website: 
http://birdlife.org.au/education-publications/publications/
australian-field-ornithology.
You can read about bird ecology, behaviour and history of 
individual species and groups, and there is an increasing 
Western Australian content. it’s a great source of natural 
history observations and has a particular emphasis 
on data or observations gained in the field. AFO has 
added greatly to our knowledge of Australia’s birds and 
continues to do so; most new Australian species records 
are published in AFO and it has been an important source 
of data for HANZAB.
As an example of what is published in AFO, check out 
Brenda Newbey’s recent article (Newbey 2016) on the 
diet of the Western Ground Parrot — this is a great little 
paper, easy to read, and a significant contribution to our 
knowledge of the biology of this critically endangered 
species. And while you are there, look through the recent 
paper by Colin Trainor, Chris Knuckey and Ronald Firth for 
some new and interesting bird records from the Fortescue 
Marsh (Trainor et al. 2016).
You can contribute

AFO is there for you. The Editorial Board of AFO is 
keen to get contributions from all around Australia and 
Australian territories and nearby islands including New 
Guinea. I am a member of the Editorial Board, so if you 
have any material you think may be of interest to AFO 
but are unsure and you would like to discuss it first, 
please contact me (allanb99@bigpond.net.au or 08 9405 
5109).
Reference
Newbey, B. (2016). Diet of one wild Western Ground 

Parrot Pezoporus flaviventris. Australian Field 
Ornithology 33, 102–110.

Trainor, C. R., Knuckey, C., and Firth, R. S. C. (2016). 
New bird records from the Fortescue Marsh and 
nearby claypans, Pilbara bioregion, Western Australia. 
Australian Field Ornithology 33, 61–81.

Allan Burbidge
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WA BRANCH EvENTS

Community Education 
Committee: Winter classes 
2016
Proving that absence does indeed 
make the heart grow fonder, the 
BirdLife WA Community Education 
Committee returned to the WA 
Ecology Centre after a three 
year break for a very successful 
weekend of Winter Bird Classes 
on Saturday 9th and Sunday 10 
July. Thirty people enjoyed an 
Introduction to Birdwatching on 
the Saturday with Frank O’Connor 
and Rod Smith sharing their 
birdwatching experiences and 
helping people with the ‘nuts and 
bolts’ of birdwatching.  A record 
breaking 50 people attended three 
ID sessions on the Sunday where 
Frank and Rod were joined by 
Brice Wells. Brice talked about the 
wonderful parrots and cockatoos 
we enjoy in Western Australia; 

Rod gave a presentation on 
how different young birds can 
look from their parents, and the 
challenges this can present when 
identifying them and Frank gave 
a comprehensive review of our 
raptors and how to tell them apart 
in the field.

As usual, our BirdLife WA cards 
and badges were very popular 
with the attendees and four 
new members signed up on 
the weekend. Thanks to Valerie 
Hemsley and Geoff Park for helping 
with the trading table and morning 
tea. Requests for classes on birds 
for next year may be sent to the 
Community Education Committee, 
at the BirdLife WA office.

Annette Park 
Community Education 

Committee

WA BRANCH PROJECTS

At the winter class. Photo by Rod Smith

Grants update

One of the key objectives for this year has been to build 
the capacity of the WA Conservation Program through 
different funding opportunities. The WA branch has 
recently received notification that it has been successful 
in two applications.

Firstly, we are delighted to have received a grant of 
$60 000 from Perpetual’s 2016 iMPACT Philanthropy 
Application Program — thanks in particular to the 
Elizabeth Gabler Charitable Trust and the John and Beryl 
Henderson Foundation. This grant enables us to build 
on the success of previous Great Cocky Counts in 2017, 
proving invaluable as the Great Cocky Count provides the 
only long-term data capable of documenting Carnaby’s 
Black-Cockatoo population trends. Without ongoing 
monitoring, decision makers within government will not 
know if actions taken to conserve and protect Carnaby’s 
Black-Cockatoos in Perth and south-west Australia have 
been successful or not. Our priority is to use science to 
channel the considerable public concern for these species 
into much-needed and effective on-ground conservation. 
For long-lived species such as black-cockatoos, with 
key habitats in human population centres, there is no 
alternative way to secure their survival other than a long 
term community project such as the Great Cocky Count.

Building on the success of initiatives such the Great 
Cocky Count, Birds of the Great Western Woodlands 
and our Cockies in Crisis projects, we also applied for 
funding through the State NRM Program for Community 
Capability Grants.

Across the state, 88 applications were made to the 
State NRM and 61 received funding. As a result of 
this process, BirdLife WA has been offered a grant of 
$424 000 towards our ‘A Bright Future for Native Birds 
— Building Collective Capability’ program, which will 
run to the end of 2018, thanks to this funding from the 
Western Australian Government’s State NRM Program and 
Royalties for Regions.

The purpose of this program is to increase BirdLife 
WA’s organisational capacity and capability to monitor, 
evaluate, report and improve our program in support 
of our long-standing Natural Resource Management 
partnerships and objectives.

This program increases community engagement in the 
local environment using new and accessible education 
and participation strategies. This includes introducing new 
citizen science projects using birds as indicators, building 
on the expertise gained from previous and current 
initiatives. It will also involve working alongside a large 
number of partners who supported us in our application. 
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The program is divided into seven clear areas of work.

1.	 CockyWatch, a new citizen science initiative. Improve 
engagement and capacity within the wider community 
for citizen science and ecological monitoring using 
birds as indicators.

2.	 instigate initiative to determine black-cockatoo 
population density throughout the south-west, using 
scientific survey methods for Baudin’s, Carnaby’s and 
Forest Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos.

3.	 Build upon the successful model of the annual Great 
Cocky Count by expanding its capacity, reach and 
volunteer participation.

4.	 Engage landowners in habitat conservation by 
developing skills and information sharing through 
workshops together with partner organisations on: 
native habitat retention and revegetation / building 
and installation of artificial nest hollows / dieback 
amelioration.

5.	 Work with partner organisations to develop 
strategies for fauna-focused landscape rejuvenation 
and rewilding, and measure success of existing 
rehabilitation work using birds as indicators, with 
surveys conducted by recently-trained citizen 
scientists, supported by our skilled volunteer base.

6.	 Coordinate and execute a series of annual threatened 
bird symposia, providing a forum for experts, land 
managers, conservation groups and interested parties 
to collate and share current knowledge.

7.	 Enhance our coordination, facilitation, governance 
and administration to manage this extended 
organisational capacity.

We are thrilled that this injection of funds means that 
we can plan for the longer-term and continue to develop 
a strategic portfolio of conservation projects in WA with 
the ultimate goal of improving the conservation status of 
WA’s birds. Special thanks go to our team of volunteers 
and project officers in supporting these applications 
and the continued successful delivery of these types of 
projects.

Helen Bryant 
Program Manager, WA Branch

vMAs to boost cockatoo breeding
On 30 June, 35 artificial ‘Cockatube’ hollows were 
installed at five separate properties in Morangup and 
Chittering. The landowners had all signed Voluntary 
Management Agreements (vMAs) with BirdLife WA. 
vMAs are a ‘handshake’ agreement in which land owners 
commit to protecting black-cockatoo habitat in return for 
funding to do fencing, revegetation and/or installation of 
artificial hollows. Over the past five years, BirdLife WA 
has used vMAs to protect over 4000 hectares of black-
cockatoo feeding and breeding habitat by fencing areas 
in order to exclude stock. it has also installed hundreds 
of artificial hollows in order to boost black-cockatoo 
breeding success.

Artificial hollows have come a long way in the last 
five years. They were traditionally made with wood. 
While wood is a natural and a good insulator, it has its 
drawbacks. If not properly protected from the elements it 
can rot, which limits a hollow’s life. Another disadvantage 
of wood is its weight. Some hollows can weigh 50 kilos 
or more and this makes installation time consuming, 
expensive and risky. SJ Landcare (with input from DPaW) 
has led the way in this area by designing the ever-
evolving ‘Cockatube’. This hollow is getting lighter AND 
bigger. The extra depth (up to 1.4 m) and diameter (up 
to 40 cm) is proving to be a winning formula. This is 
demonstrated by long-term breeding data from Coomallo 
Creek near Cataby, where Denis Saunders  has been 
monitoring Carnaby’s breeding for 40 years, assisted 
more recently by Rick Dawson. Recent research has 
shown that artificial hollows are preferentially used and 
increase the fledging rate by 25%. The larger dimensions 
also allow more space for two healthy chicks to fledge 
(this happens in approximately 5% of breeding). 
The hollows now weigh around 11 kg and this makes 
installation quicker, cheaper and less risky. Proper 
orientation of these plastic tubes to the south east avoids 
them heating up too much in the summer sun. Monitoring 
will assess whether the newer and lighter culvert style 
hollows are as durable and successful as the older style.

The proud new Cockatube owners will monitor their 
hollows and give feedback to BirdLife on their success. 
We hope to visit the properties to do surveys if there is 
breeding activity. The recent purchase of four telescopic 
18 m long fibreglass poles will enable BirdLife to 
accurately assess whether natural and artificial hollows 
are being used for breeding. A wireless camera attached 
to the end of the pole will beam a picture back to a 
display screen down below, allowing the user to see 
whether there are eggs or chicks in the nest. This method 
is preferable to the old ‘tap and flush’ method which can 
give both false positive and negative results and is also 
much safer than the old ‘climb up a large ladder and try 
not to fall off’ method!

Pamela Slobe and Mark Howlett were also lucky enough 
to get funding to fence off one hectare of remnant 
wandoo and marri bush. This has allowed them to keep 
their beloved horses from ringbarking important habitat 

Cockatube project: Francis Smit with David and Debra Wilson, 
Chittering (see also pp17,49). Photo by Adam Peck
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trees. As Pamela said, “We love our horses and our 
black-cockatoos so much. unfortunately, the horses 
love to chew on the large trees that the cockatoos need 
for nesting and feeding, and this ringbarking can be 
disastrous for the trees. Thanks to BirdLife we now have 
a solution that works for both animals — it’s great to be 
able to let the horses roam while keeping them out of the 
bush so our resident cockies can flourish and breed”.

If you own a property with good quality breeding habitat 
and are interested in vMAs, please email carnabys@
birdlife.org.au or call 9287 2251 for more information.

Adam Peck 
BirdLife WA Project Officer

Cockatoo campus capers
There is little historical evidence of Carnaby’s Black-
Cockatoos nesting on the Swan Coastal Plain. However, 
two pairs of cheeky birds haven’t read the rule book 
and have recently taken to breeding in Joondalup! 
Edith Cowan university (ECu) campus was their chosen 
location and they successfully raised two chicks (Ronnie 
and Chappie) last year in a decrepit old stag tree and 
another tree. Unfortunately, the dead tree was assessed 
to be too dangerous to both birds and people so it was 
removed. ECu has recently installed a number of artificial 
hollows to make up for this and hope that breeding 
will continue. There is recent evidence of Forest Red-
tailed Black-Cockatoos (FRTBC) breeding at Murdoch 
university’s campus in Melville despite few records of 
nesting on the Swan Coastal Plain. What is it with all 
these birds and universities, do they want honorary 
degrees (they may be more deserving than some humans 
dare i say it)?!!

So, what’s going on here? Well, black-cockatoos are 
known to be highly adaptive creatures. Their use of 
foreign trees as a food source (e.g., pine trees for 
Carnaby’s, apples for Baudin’s and Cape Lilacs for FRTBC) 

is a great example 
of this. As FRTBC 
use the coastal 
plain more for food 
these days, maybe 
it is inevitable that 
some will start to 
breed here, too 
(less competition 
for large hollows 
and less travel 
distance to feed are 
two good reasons). 
As for Carnaby’s, it 
is possible that as 
the stock of suitable 
nesting hollows 
dwindles some birds 
have found it hard 
to breed out in their 
historic Wheatbelt 
breeding areas. 
This may have led 
some birds to think 
“bother it, why 

don’t i save my energy and breed where i feed”. Maybe 
it’s a sign of the times and the start of a trend — only 
time will tell.
Have you seen signs of any black-cockatoos breeding in 
your area or beyond? Please let us know and we’ll add it 
to our database: carnabys@birdlife.org.au or 9287 2251 
(all breeding data is kept confidential in order to avoid 
poaching).

Adam Peck

Operation Rainbow Roost
Since the 1960s when ten Rainbow Lorikeets were 
released in Perth, the population has increased to over 
40 000 birds. Lorikeets now are present from Yanchep to 
Mandurah and to Chidlow, in the east. To work out the 
exact population and distribution of this pest species, 
BirdLife Western Australia and the Department of 
Food and Agriculture Western Australia have launched 
Operation Rainbow Roost (http://birdlife.org.au/projects/
operation-rainbow-roost). This has been funded by the 
State Natural Resource Management Program.

Rainbow Lorikeets have been declared a pest species 
in south-west Australia by the Department of Food and 
Agriculture Western Australia (https://www.agric.wa.gov.
au/birds/rainbow-lorikeet). it is estimated that Rainbow 
Lorikeets damage approximately $3 million worth of 
commercial fruit crops each year in south-west Australia. 
Lorikeets can also spread bird diseases including 
psittacine beak and feather disease and cause fouling and 
damage to private and public amenities.

Information gathered to date

Since the project started in April, volunteers have 
confirmed 25 roost sites. it appears there are roost sites 
of over 100 lorikeets every three to five kilometres in 
the inner metro area where members have been actively 
reporting and counting roosts sites.

Some of the larger roost sites counted are:

•	 Cottesloe Beach: 2700 lorikeets
•	 Canningvale: 575 lorikeets
•	 Winthrop: 211 lorikeets
•	 Cannington: 200 lorikeets
•	 Willetton: 200 lorikeets
•	 Attadale: 197 lorikeets

Data collected has also shown that during July most of 
the lorikeets leave their roosts sites. It is likely that this 
is due to the commencement of breeding and they are 
staying at their nest sites overnight. Counts at large roost 
sites have shown that during late July 70 to 99 percent 
of the lorikeets have left, presumably to breed. With such 
a massive number of the lorikeets not using communal 
roosts at this time the search for new roosts has had to 
be halted until later in the year.

Help needed

BirdLife Western Australia is asking members to join 
the search for night roost sites. It is likely that they will 
start using their communal roosts again from December. 
During the non-breeding season they gather at 
communal roost sites at sunset and this provides a good 

Cockatube project: Allan Rose, 
Morangup (see report, p16). Photo by 
Adam Peck
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way to estimate the number of lorikeets in the region. 
There are likely to be hundreds of roosts scattered 
throughout the suburbs.

Roost sites have not been reported for many north of the 
river inner metropolitan areas. This is an area where we 
need more volunteers actively looking for roosts sites this 
summer.

Please also report if you see any lorikeets in the outer 
Perth Metropolitan area. Lorikeets are present from 
Yanchep to Mandurah and past the hills to Chidlow, 
but it would be useful to get a more accurate picture 
of their current distribution. By doing this we can more 

accurately monitor future expansions of their distribution. 
We are particularly interested in reports of lorikeets in 
the suburban fringes, the hills area, rural and semi-rural 
areas.

You can report any information by using an electronic 
form at http://birdlife.org.au/projects/operation-rainbow-
roost, by emailing rainbowroost@birdlife.org.au or by 
phoning the BirdLife Western Australia office on 9383 
7749.

Robyn Pickering 
BirdLife WA Project Contractor

BirdLife WA reports: BWA Branch projects, ctd

COCKiES PROvE DiFFiCuLT TO 
FIND

Like the Forest Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo of the south 
-west, the south-eastern Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo of 
victoria and south-eastern SA is threatened.

This year’s annual RTBC count resulted in 901 birds in 
south-western victoria and south-eastern SA—including a 
flock of 334 birds in Drajurk State Forest—well down on 
the 1545 counted in last year’s count.

“The distribution over a wide area and high occurrence of 
smaller flocks may be partly to blame for the fewer Red-
tails counted this year,” explained Bronwyn Perryman, 
Project Coordinator. “They’re often very difficult to find.”

“Although total numbers were down, it’s unlikely that the 
population has suffered a rapid decline over the last 12 
months—it’s more likely that birds were simply missed on 
the day”.

GREY PLOvERS REvEAL THEiR 
SECRETS

Australian researchers have followed the progress of a 
handful of Grey Plovers on migration from Australia to 
their breeding grounds in Siberia.

Plovers from Broome and Adelaide were fitted with tiny 
satellite trackers, allowing scientists to follow their every 
move. Their migration route was soon revealed.

The birds all took different routes. The Broome birds 
headed straight across South East Asia, while the South 
Australian birds flew across Central Australia before 
reaching Asia. Each stopped at the Yellow Sea, then flew 
on to north-eastern Siberia.

The Broome birds nested on the mainland, while the two 
Adelaide birds flew on to Wrangel island in the Arctic 
Ocean, covering 13 000 km.

With the riddle of their breeding grounds now solved, 
researchers are now monitoring the plovers’ return 
to Australia to discover the route of their southward 
migration.

STRONG LAWS SAVE BIRDS

Strong environmental laws can boost the recovery of 
threatened species, sometimes with quite spectacular 
results.

in the uSA, 85 per cent birds protected under the 
Endangered Species Act have increased or stabilised their 
population size since being protected. it’s something we 
can only dream of in Australia.

“The [American] results demonstrate the need for 
stronger nature laws here in Australia,” said Samantha 
Vine, Australia BirdLife Australia’s Head of Conservation.

“They are the only way we can ensure the survival of 
threatened birds such as Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos, 
Regent Honeyeaters, Swift Parrots and Eastern Curlews.”

BirdLife Australia is maintaining its campaign for stronger 
environmental legislation and its enforcement to protect 
Australia’s threatened birds.

NEW RECOvERY PLAN FOR PLAiNS-
WANDERER

The Plains-wanderer is a bird few people get to see, 
thanks to its cryptic nature and nocturnal habits. This 
Critically Endangered species is considered the world’s 
fourth most ‘unique and imperilled’ species of bird.
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it’s imperilled because, between 2010 and 2012, its 
population declined by more than 90 per cent, due mainly 
to the loss or modification of its grassland habitat.

Now a National Recovery Plan for the Critically 
Endangered Plains-wanderer has been released, outlining 
key strategies that will be necessary to ensure the 

survival of the species, with clear conservation objectives, 
as well as the effects of the strategies on other native 
species and biodiversity.

Recovery Plans save threatened species when they’re 
implemented. Let’s hope it’s not too late.

Across the Nullarbor: News from National Office, ctd

Naming of birds
DASYORNiTHiDAE – 
BRISTLEBIRDS

The bristlebirds are so called from the long bristles that 
grow above the bill on the forehead of the bird.

Western Bristlebird – Dasyornis longirostris.  The 
genus name refers to the bristles above the bill, from 
Greek dasu- meaning shaggy or dense, and ornis, bird. 
The bristles do not appear to be either shaggy or dense 
but perhaps Gould used the word to imply that the 
bristles are thicker and spikier than the feathers. The 
specific name refers to the long bill, from Latin longus, 
long, and rostrum, bill. Hence ‘long-billed shaggy bird’. 
The Western Bristlebird is endemic to Western Australia.

ACANTHiZiDAE – SCRuBWRENS 
AND ALLIES

This large family of uniquely Australian birds seems to 
have had the misfortune of having a variety of common 
European bird names given to them by the first settlers, 
these being used interchangeably until the beginning of 
the 20th century when scientists started to systematically 
describe them. All these small birds were generally 
lumped together as warblers, 
larks, fly-eaters, wrens, tits or 
tit-warblers.

White-browed Scrub-wren 
– Sericornis frontalis. The 
name comes from Greek 
serikon, silk, and ornis, bird. 
Frontalis is from Latin frons, 
meaning forehead or brow, 
referring to the white brows. 
This neat, little bird gives the 
impression of smooth silky 
plumage. The direct meaning of 
the Latin name is ‘browed silky 
bird’.

Shy Heathwren – Hylacola 
cauta. The Greek word hule 
means wood or material, while 

-cola is Latin for dweller, giving us the name ‘woodland-
dweller’. in naming this heathwren, Gould wanted to 
emphasize how shy and secretive it was so he gave it 
the specific name cauta which comes from Latin cautus  
meaning ‘cautious’. it certainly is a difficult bird to see.

Rufous Fieldwren – Calamanthus campestris.  
Fieldwrens live in mostly drier regions with a low covering 
of saltbush, bluebush and other scrubby shrubs. The 
name calamanthus comes from Greek kalame which 
translates to stubble, meaning the stalks of wheat, rye, 
barley or any other crop after harvesting. The suffix 
anthus simply means pipit. In Greek mythology, Anthus 
drove his father’s horses out of the pasture where they 
were grazing, and in retaliation the horses devoured him. 
Zeus, out of pity for the grieving family, transformed 
them into birds (type not specified) and turned Anthus 
into a bird called Anthus, after whom the pipits are 
named.   The fieldwrens are not pipits at all, but perhaps 
bear a superficial resemblance to those birds. The name 
campestris comes from Latin campus – an open field.  So 
the name means ‘field stubble-pipit’.

Redthroat – Pyrrholaemus brunneus. One of my 
favourite little birds. The name means simply ‘brown 
flame-throat’, from Greek purrhos, flame-coloured, and 
laimos, throat. Brunneus is Latin for brown.

Weebill – Smicrornis 
brevirostris. The genus name 
comes from Greek smikros, 
meaning small, and -ornis, a 
bird. Brevirostris means short 
bill, from Latin brevis, short 
and rostris, bill. This means 
appropriately ‘small short-
billed bird’. The Weebill used to 
be called a scrub-tit or a tree-
tit until the name Weebill was 
given in 1926 on the RAOU 
checklist.

Mangrove Gerygone – 
Gerygone levigaster.   
According to Fraser and Gray 
in their book Australian Bird 
Names, the name gerygone is 
derived from two Greek words Rufous Fieldwren, Lancelin. Photo by Alan Watson
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meaning an ‘echo’ and ‘offspring’ or ‘birth’, which they 
interpret loosely as ‘child of song’.  Another interpretation 
could be ‘song like an echo’; the call of some gerygones 
does sound like a descending and diminishing echo. 
Levigaster is derived from Latin leviter, slightly (or light) 
and gaster, belly. ‘Child of song with a light belly’, which 
is a very ponderous name. in Gould’s description of the 
Mangrove Gerygone, he says that it is white underneath 
slightly washed with yellow. The adult birds are white 
below while only the immature birds have a slight yellow 
wash on the sides of the neck and face. Older names 
used are Mangrove Warbler and Mangrove Flyeater.

Western Gerygone – Gerygone fusca.  Fusca (Latin) 
means brown, so the name means simply ‘brown child of 
song’. The Western Gerygone is a greyish brown colour, 
but then so too is another species, namely the Brown 
Thornbill. The Western Gerygone used to be commonly 
known as ‘sleepy dick’ due to its slow and soporific call.

Dusky Gerygone – Gerygone tenebrosa.   Tenebrosa 
comes from Latin meaning darkness, giving the English 
name ‘dark child of song’. This bird is indeed a dark grey, 
grading from the darkest in the Kimberley to the lightest 
near Shark Bay, according to Morcombe.

Large-billed Gerygone – Gerygone magnirostris.  
Magnirostris translates easily into large- billed, from Latin 
magnus, large and rostrum, bill.  Hence ‘large-billed child 
of song’. Not really a field character, but the bill is slightly 
larger than those of other gerygones.

Green-backed Gerygone – Gerygone chloronotus. 
Chloronotus translates into exactly what the Latin name 
means – from Greek khloros, greenish yellow, and noton, 
back.  ‘green-backed child of song’.

White-throated Gerygone – Gerygone albogularis. 
Another easy translation from Latin albus, white, and 
gula, throat to give ‘white-throated child of song’.  This 
bird was also known as a bush or native canary because 
of its beautiful song.

Slaty-backed Thornbill – Acanthiza robustirostris. 
Acanthiza can be translated as a ‘thornbush-dweller’ 
from Greek acantheon, a thornbush, and zao, to live on 
something.  Robustirostris comes from Latin robustus, 
strong or robust, and rostrum, bill. This gives us  ‘robust-
billed thornbush-dweller. The Slaty-backed Thornbill lives 
in arid mulga scrubland and other low tangled bushes, so 
the name ‘thornbush-dweller’ is certainly appropriate.

Yellow-rumped Thornbill – Acanthiza chrysorrhoa. 
The easiest of the thornbills to identify and also the most 
confiding. its habit of flying down and feeding in small 
flocks on the ground makes it very well known. The name 
chrysorrhoa is from Greek khrusos meaning golden and 
orrhos, rump.  ‘Golden-rumped thornbush-dweller’.

Chestnut-rumped Thornbill – Acanthiza uropygialis. 
The species name is from Latin uropygium which means 
the hindmost part of a bird’s body from which the 
feathers grow, that is the rump.  ‘Rumped thornbush-
dweller’, although Gould, who named the bird, does not 
mention the colour of the rump in the Latin name. 

Western Thornbill – Acanthiza inornata. This 
thornbill is endemic to south-western Western Australia 
and is the plainest of the thornbills. The name inornata 
comes from Latin inornatus meaning plain or unadorned 
– very apt. The bird is mainly grey, but if good views are 
obtained the delicate speckling and scalloping around the 
face and forehead can be seen.

Slender-billed Thornbill – Acanthiza iredalei.  This 
thornbill was named after Tom Iredale, an Englishman 
who came to Australia as Gregory Mathew’s secretary and 
assistant in 1923 and who became a significant zoologist 
and scientist working at the Australian Museum until his 
death in 1972.   ‘iredale’s thornbush-dweller’.

Inland Thornbill – Acanthiza apicalis. Apicalis comes 
from Latin apex, tip, referring to the white tip to the tail.

Southern Whiteface – Aphelocephala leucopsis.   
The genus name comes from Greek apheles, meaning 
plain, and kephale, head. Leucopsis comes from Greek 
leukos, white, and opsis, meaning appearance. So the 
name means ‘plain head with a white appearance’. This 
describes the plain grey head and the white underparts 
well.

Banded Whiteface – Aphelocephala nigricincta.  
Niger is Latin for black, while cinctus in Latin means a 
belt or band, which gives us the name ‘black banded 
plain head’.

Monticola

Gavin White
MRB5813
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Members’ contributions
EASTERN CURLEW DISTRIBUTION 
IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
— PART 2

Geraldton – Shark Bay District – Carnarvon 
– Exmouth
The Eastern Curlew, Numenius madagascariensis, is 
now recognised as Critically Endangered under the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 
1999 (EPBC Act), partly because the population reaching 
Australia has more than halved since the 1980s (vine 
and Weller 2015). This is therefore an opportune time to 
see how Western Australia’s Eastern Curlew population is 
faring.

A general overview of the distribution of the Eastern 
Curlew for the Perth to Esperance region in recent 
decades was provided by Singor (2016), and the current 
contribution covers the area from Geraldton to Exmouth.

The West Australian coast line between Perth and Shark 
Bay is largely devoid of suitable habitat for the Eastern 
Curlew. As a consequence, there are few sightings from 
this part of the coast.

Mangroves with tidal sand or mudflats provide the 
preferred habitat for the Eastern 
Curlew and such habitats occur 
naturally in most coastal areas of 
Western Australia north of Shark 
Bay. Birds using these areas eat 
crustaceans, specially crabs, 
extracted from deep in the mud. 
This might be the reason this 
bird was once called Sea Curlew. 
At high tide Eastern Curlews 
can sometimes be found in 
lagoons and samphire behind the 
mangrove belt.

Geraldton

The Houtman Abrolhos is a group 
of islands located off shore from 
Geraldton. There are stands of 
mangrove on the islands, providing 
suitable habitat for Eastern 
Curlews. Records from the Western 
Australian Museum show the Eastern Curlew is a scarce 
visitor to the islands from September to June; usually 
single birds are seen, for example one Eastern Curlew 
from Pelsaert island in February 1981, though one party 
of six was reported from Pelsaert island (Storr et al. 
1986).

Kevin Coate made visits to the Abrolhos, twice a year 
from 1987 to 2007, mainly in November and December 
and lasting between two and four days, visiting Pelsaert, 
Gun, Square, Wooded, Morley, Serventy, Alexander 
and Leo Islands. On the four day trips, West Wallabi, 
Beacon and Long islands were included (K. Coate pers. 
comm.). On these visits he only recorded one sighting 
of an Eastern Curlew on Gun Island, Pelsaert Group in 
March 2005. The most recent record available is one 

Eastern Curlew on North Island on 11 December 2013. 
This suggests that the Eastern Curlew may not be as 
prevalent on the Abrolhos Islands these days.

Hutt Lagoon is near the township of Gregory, midway 
between Geraldton and Kalbarri. The Hutt River reaches 
the indian Ocean six kilometres south-east of Port 
Gregory and has a closed river estuary when flow is 
reduced. Eastern Curlews have been seen at these 
locations. Solitary birds were observed in February 1983, 
July 1983 and March 2007.

At Kalbarri one Eastern Curlew was seen in February 
2003 near Red Bluff. An historical record noted two 
Eastern Curlews on a reef at the Murchison River mouth 
in September 1948.

Shark Bay

Shark Bay is the most southern location on the West 
Australian coast where reasonable numbers of Eastern 
Curlew can be found. The mangroves of Shark Bay 
comprise only one species, the white or grey mangrove, 
Avicennia marina, and these trees occur around the 
coastline in widely dispersed and often isolated stands of 
varying size (Rule et al. 2012). There are Eastern Curlew 
records covering most months of the year, although 
higher numbers are reported over the summer months.

BirdLife Western Australia has been conducting annual 
surveys of shorebird populations on Faure Island since 

2008 (Mather 2015). Here, Eastern 
Curlews were mostly found at the 
northern end at the mouth of 'the 
tadpole', named after a distinctive 
geographical feature, and at the 
Eastern Creek area. Counts were 
held at shorebird roosts. The 
number recorded during these 
surveys is shown in Table 1.

Hamelin Pool, the southern basin 
of Shark Bay, located to the south 
of Faure island, is hyper-saline and 
Eastern Curlews seem to avoid this 
section as observations come only 
from the northern basin.

Eastern Curlew observations come 
from a range of different locations 
around Shark Bay such as Faure 
island, Little Lagoon (1), useless 

Loop, 14 Mile Creek (5), Dirk Hartog island, Quoin Bluff 
(7), Peron Peninsula, Guichenault Point (2), Herald Bight 
(1), Debaut Point to Rocky Corner (6) and Pelican island 
(23) (Storr 1985). in a ground survey conducted from 
4 October 1987 to 9 October 1987, 313 Eastern Curlews 
were recorded at Shark Bay (Jaensch and vervest 1990). 
Although counts have not been that high since, good 
numbers are still seen, as indicated by the Faure Island 
surveys. F. H. Whitlock spent June to September 1920 on 
Dirk Hartog island and part of September and October 
1920 around Denham. He reported that Eastern Curlews 
were often heard calling at Dirk Hartog island and Peron 
Peninsula and a few pairs were seen (Whitlock 1921). 
There is also a historical record from Bernier Island in 
September 1910 (Lipfert 1912).

Eastern Curlew, Derby. Photo by Lou Leidwinger
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Carnarvon (24o 52’ S, 113o 40’ E)

The greater Carnarvon region, for the purposes of this 
article, covers sites between Miaboolya (8 km to the 
north of Carnarvon) and Long Point (70 km to the south 
of Carnarvon). The observation records for this stretch of 
coastline are shown in Figure 2 and include records from 
Boat Harbour. Les George has been conducting regular 
shorebird counts in this area for over a decade and has 
gathered detailed information on the local Eastern Curlew 
population (George 2009).

The maximum numbers of Eastern Curlew seen at each 
of the sites between Miaboolya and Long Point are shown 
in Table 2. These surveys show that Eastern Curlews 
frequent numerous coastal sites between Carnarvon and 
Shark Bay. Access to some of these sites can be difficult. 
A small population (20 to 40) spends the austral winter 
(breeding season) along this part of the coast.

Carnarvon Boat Harbour (also known as Pickles Point), 
was surveyed from 2004 to 2016. Records from this site 
show a gradual build up in Eastern Curlew numbers over 
August, peaking in September and October, with birds 
showing a preference for this site when they arrive in 
Carnarvon.

It is likely the Eastern Curlew population then disperse 
south wards along the coast between Carnarvon and 
Shark Bay. Numbers at Boat Harbour remained low 
from November through to May with a slight increase 
over the winter months of June and July. Overall 
numbers observed at the Boat Harbour have reduced 
in comparison to past surveys. The maximum monthly 
counts at Boat Harbour, Carnarvon for the period 2004 to 
2016 are shown in Figure 1.
Oyster Creek and the marshes south of Uendoo Creek 
support good numbers (30-120) of Eastern Curlew both 
at the start and end of the migration cycle. 
Indications are that this part of the coast line warrants 
closer investigation.-
McNeill Claypan is an extensive samphire covered 
floodplain to the south of Carnarvon and about 5 km 
inland. One Eastern Curlew was sighted here in October 
2011 in the south-eastern part.
Lake MacLeod, which is located to the north of 
Carnarvon, has had nine shorebird surveys conducted 
between 1999 to 2004 and covering various months. 
Only one sighting of an Eastern Curlew was made at Lake 
MacLeod in September 2000. Lake McLeod has extensive 
mudflats and mangroves and is situated about 10 km 
inland.

Table 1. Eastern Curlew population counts from Faure island, 2008-2015.

Date November 
2008

September 
2009

October 
2010

October 
2012

October 
2013

October 
2014

October 
2015

Number of 
birds 66 69 78 131 37 12 31

Figure 1.  The Maximum monthly counts of Eastern Curlew at Boat Harbour, Carnarvon 2004-2016.
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Exmouth

Few shorebird surveys have been conducted in Exmouth 
Gulf, although these have identified locations where 
Eastern Curlew were present. There are extensive 
mangroves and mudflats on the eastern side of 
Exmouth Gulf and most observations come from this 
area. However, the relative importance of each site still 
requires further investigation. Sites where Eastern Curlew 
have been recorded in the Exmouth Gulf are listed in 
Table 3. A few overwintering birds have been recorded in 
May and June.

Shorebird surveys were held in January, March and 
August 2004 on the eastern side of Exmouth Gulf, in 
connection with the Yannarie salt project (Biota 2005). 
Eastern Curlews were widespread and recorded from all 
islands, except Wagtail, Dean and Scott Creek and all 
sections of the Gulf except the south. The mudflats to 
the north and south-west (creek mouth) of Hope Point 
were used for foraging at low tide. Eastern Curlew was 
recorded in all three surveys with a maximum of 189 in 
August and a minimum of nine individuals in March. They 
were seen in groups of up to 124 (Biota 2005).

Figure 2.  Maximum monthly counts of Eastern Curlew - Greater Carnarvon region 2004-2016.

Table 2. Maximum counts for Eastern Curlew at sites in the greater Carnarvon region 2004-2016.

Miaboolya 1 Feb. 2008 Greenough Point 4 Nov. 1982

Middle Creek 4 Feb. 2014 Denham Hummock 6 Nov. 1982

North Water 51 Sept. 2013 Iddy Biddy Creek 12 Feb. 2016

Pelican Point 28 Apr. 2004 Roundabout 17 Dec. 2009

Boat Harbour 116 Oct. 2004 Redcliffe 27 Mar. 2013

Carnarvon South 126 Feb. 2012 Telstra T north 18 Mar. 2014

Massey Bay Marsh 75 Feb. 2015 Telstra T south 18 Feb. 2010

Uendoo Creek 43 Sept. 2006 Rocky Corner 4 Mar. 2012

25th Marshes 80 Jan. 2009 Boundary Creek 19 Feb. 2016

New Beach 20 Dec. 2008 Long Point on Edagee 14 Feb. 2016

Bush Bay 19 Feb. 2012
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Tom Carter commented that the Eastern Curlew was 
a common summer visitor in the North West Cape 
region. He found them arriving at the end of September, 
although odd birds remained all winter and large flocks 
were noted near North West Cape in July and August 
1902 (Carter 1903). Further historical records (1916) 
come from Point Cloates in the Ningaloo Marine Park. 
Small numbers (11) have been sighted at Mangrove 
Bay in Cape Range National Park. Records come from 
the months August, September, January, May and July 
between 2000 and 2006.

Western Australian migration pattern

The migration pattern of Eastern Curlew in the mid-west 
of Western Australia is not clear.

Northward migration
The Eastern Curlew migration from the north-west of 
Australia commences in early March with the bulk of 
migration occurring during the second half of March, 
with some departures continuing into early April. 
This information is based on visible flock departures 
at Broome and the earliest sighting of a flagged bird 
overseas.

Eastern Curlews from the Carnarvon region are likely to 
follow a similar migration pattern as their Eastern States 
counter parts. This being the case, breeding birds would 
depart from the Carnarvon region on a non-stop flight to 
China/South Korea in March. A portion of non-breeding 
birds remains as shown by the winter surveys. It is 
unknown if part of the non-breeding population moves 
further north (Minton et al. 2011).

Southward migration

Eastern Curlews arrive back in the north-west of Australia 
in late July though more frequently from early August 
onwards. On the southward migration they are likely to 
fly direct to north-western Australia and then disperse 
to their final destination in a staged approach. This 
could mean that Eastern Curlews at Carnarvon either 

arrive direct from overseas or move down 
from Roebuck Bay, the number increasing at 
Carnarvon from early August (George 2009).

Eastern Curlews have been leg flagged 
during the annual north-west Australia wader 
expeditions. Most banding and leg-flagging 
was done at Roebuck Bay, Broome and Eighty 
Mile Beach. There have been six sightings 
of Eastern Curlew with yellow leg flags at 
Carnarvon. Some had a yellow flag on their 
right leg and some had yellow flags on both 
legs. Sightings were made during the months 
July, August, September and October in the 
years 2005 and 2006. Records were obtained 
from the leg flag sighting database from the 
Australian Wader Study Group (AWSG).
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Marcus Singor

THE STATuS OF iNTRODuCED 
BiRDS iN THE PERTH AND 
MANDuRAH DiSTRiCTS

Introduction
All birdwatchers know the commoner introduced species 
in the Perth and Mandurah districts (as defined by 
Stranger (2003a, b)), but those that did not survive 

(e.g. Barbary Dove, Musk Lorikeet) and those that are 
rarely seen (e.g. Zebra Finch, European Goldfinch) or 
whose establishment or otherwise cannot yet be judged 
(e.g. Major Mitchell’s Cockatoo, Ring-necked Parakeet) 
are generally unknown. Further, the degree of survival, 
persistence and rates of increase after introduction are 
not readily obtainable. So it is worthwhile presenting the 
information known up until 2013.

The Perth District
Abbreviations
HAD: Historical Atlas Database, 1900-1976. 1704 surveys.
1FAD: First Atlas Database, 1977-1981. 1394 surveys.
2FAD: Second Atlas Database, 1998-2002. 4704 surveys.
NAD: New Atlas Database, 2003-2013 to date. 6341 surveys.
RR: Reporting Rate (%).

The Birds (see Table 1 below)

The Mandurah District-
Abbreviations
HAD: 416 surveys. 1FAD: 373 surveys. 2FAD: 1403 
surveys. NAD: 1086 surveys.

The Birds (see Table 2 p27).
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Table 1. The status of introduced birds in the Perth District.

Species HAD 
records

HAD 
RR%

1FAD 
records

1FAD 
RR%

2FAD 
records

2FAD 
RR%

NAD 
records

NAD 
RR%

Brown Quail. Presumably aviary 
escapees (Storr 1991:46) and/or 
their progeny, and a local roadkill had 
the plumage typical of the Pilbara 
population (Ron Johnstone, W.A. 
Museum). Kimber (1972) observed 
the species as far south as Dwellingup 
and there are other observations in the 
Mandurah district (Stranger 2003a:10)

2 0.12 1 0.07 13 0.28 11 0.17

King Quail. Aviary escapees (Storr 
1991:46) or releases and/or their 
progeny
Indian Peafowl. Feral on Rottnest 
Island since ca 1912 (Storr 1991:47)

24 0.38

Common Pheasant. Feral on Rottnest 
Island since 1928 (Storr 1991:46)

7 0.41 13 0.93 66 1.40 27 0.43

Domestic Turkey. Briefly feral on 
Garden Island (Storr 1991:46)
Mute Swan. Presumably vagrants from 
the Northam population, which was 
established in the early part of the 20th 
century (Storr 1991:33)

2 0.12 8 0.57 1 0.02

Canada Goose. Origin unknown 2 0.03

Greylag Goose and its domestic 
derivatives

56 1.19 412 6.50

Muscovy Duck. Escapees from 
domestic situations

46 0.98 20 0.32

Northern Mallard and its derivatives. 
Escapees from domestic situations, 
and/or their progeny

2 0.12 28 2.01 272 5.78 67 1.06
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Species HAD 
records

HAD 
RR%

1FAD 
records

1FAD 
RR%

2FAD 
records

2FAD 
RR%

NAD 
records

NAD 
RR%

Northern Mallard x Black Duck hybrids 121 2.57 67 0.32

Rock Dove. Aviary escapees and their 
progeny

24 1.41 304 21.81 541 11.49 1238 19.52

Laughing Dove. Released from the 
South Perth Zoo from 1898 onwards 
(Storr 1991:73)

73 4.28 673 48.25 2208 47.03 3425 54.01

Spotted Dove. Released from the 
South Perth Zoo from 1898 onwards 
(Storr 1991:73)

49 2.88 355 25.47 1557 33.16 2860 45.10

Barbary Dove. Briefly feral near Perth 
in the 1970s (Storr 1991:72)
Major Mitchell’s Cockatoo. Aviary 
escapees? Storr (1991:88) lists the 
species as occurring in the Midland/
Guildford area

3 0.05

Long-billed Corella. Aviary escapees 
and/or their progeny

280 4.42

Western Corella. Aviary escapees and/
or their progeny

61 0.96

Little Corella. Aviary escapees and/
or their progeny. The earlier records 
may have included the other corella 
species, too

7 0.41 41 2.94 420 8.95 694 10.95

Corella sp. Aviary escapees and/or 
their progeny. It isn’t known if the 
three species hybridise. Beginning in 
2007, many corellas have been culled

689 10.87

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo. Aviary 
escapees and/or their progeny. Some 
culling of the birds has taken place

2 0.12 87 6.24 30 0.64 10 0.16

Ring-necked Parakeet. Aviary escapee 2 0.03

Rainbow Lorikeet. Aviary escapees 
and their progeny. Established in 
the western suburbs by 1968 (Storr 
1991:75). From 2007 to 2013 over 
35 600 birds have been culled (Dept. 
of Agriculture; Stranger 2014)

6 0.35 23 1.65 1771 37.72 3662 57.75

Scaly-breasted Lorikeet. Aviary 
escapees. Reported in the western 
suburbs in 1990 (Storr 1991:76)
Musk Lorikeet. Aviary escapees. 
Reported in the south-western suburbs 
in the 1970s (Storr 1991:76)
Laughing Kookaburra. Released from 
the South Perth Zoo from 1897 to 
1912 (Storr 1991:94)

112 6.57 631 45.27 1196 25.41 1794 28.29

Zebra Finch. Aviary escapees or 
releases

4 0.23 4 0.29 1 0.02

Red-browed Finch. Aviary escapees 
and/or their progeny. Established since 
ca 1960 (Storr 1991:133)

9 0.53 9 0.65 12 0.26 3 0.05

Chestnut-breasted Mannikin. Aviary 
escapees and/or their progeny. 
Established since ca 1970 (Storr 
1991:134)

2 0.14 11 0.23 20 0.32

European Goldfinch. Originally aviary 
escapees or releases. Established in 
Perth from ca 1933 to ca 1970 (Storr 
1991:132)

22 1.29 1 0.07 8 0.17 8 0.13

Table 1 ctd.

Members’ contributions, ctd
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Summary
Twenty-eight species have been introduced to Perth. The 
House Crow (Serventy and Whittell 1976) and the House 
and Eurasian Tree Sparrows which arrive on commercial 
shipping, are not included as they are shot or don’t 
survive very long. Of the 28 introduced species only the 
Rock Dove, Laughing Dove, Spotted Dove, Laughing 
Kookaburra and Rainbow Lorikeet 
are firmly established. The 
introduced (Eastern) Long-billed 
Corella, Western Corella and Little 
Corella survive in mixed flocks 
and recently had to be partly 
culled because they had become 
pests (Blythman 2012). The 
Indian Peafowl and the Common 
Pheasant tenaciously survive on 
Rottnest Island, although only 
male peafowl remain. The pure 
Northern Mallard (Serventy and 
Whittell 1976) did not survive but 
its domestic derivatives persist, 
though they probably continue to 
be sustained by escapees from 
domestic situations. They also 
hybridise with the native Pacific 

Black Duck and hybrids with the native Grey Teal have 
also been reported. Derivatives of the Greylag Goose also 
seem to be establishing themselves. The Domestic Turkey 
did not survive on Rottnest Island and the Barbary Dove 
was only briefly feral. The King Quail, Scaly-breasted 
Lorikeet and Musk Lorikeet are also seemingly locally 
extinct. The other species cannot yet be judged as to 
whether they will persist or become established.

The Mandurah district is less well 
known, but of the 19 introduced 
species only the Laughing 
Kookaburra is firmly established. 
However the Rock Dove and 
Laughing Dove are established 
and the Spotted Dove is tenuously 
established. The Little Corella 
seems to be establishing itself 
and again forms flocks with the 
(Eastern) Long-billed and Western 
Corellas. The Indian Peafowl is 
now extinct and the Zebra Finch 
is obviously an aviary escapee or 
release. The Red-browed Finch 
may have been extending its range 
south from the Perth district but 
has not been recorded since the 

Members’ contributions, ctd

Female Common Pheasant, Rottnest Island. Photo 
by Frank O’Connor (BWA Digital Library)

Species HAD 
records

HAD 
RR%

1FAD 
records

1FAD 
RR%

2FAD 
records

2FAD 
RR%

NAD 
records

NAD 
RR%

Brown Quail 2 0.48 2 0.54 1 0.09

Indian Peafowl. A colony was 
established at Pinjarra in the early 20th 
century, but didn’t survive the arrival 
of the fox (Storr 1991:47)

1 0.07

Mute Swan 1 0.09

Greylag Goose and its domestic 
derivatives

9 0.50 14 1.29

Muscovy Duck 3 0.21 1 0.09

Northern Mallard and its domestic 
derivatives

5 0.36 6 0.33

Northern Mallard x Black Duck hybrids 2 0.14 1 0.09

Rock Dove 3 0.72 20 5.36 65 3.60 57 5.25
Laughing Dove 11 2.64 52 13.94 84 5.99 102 9.39
Spotted Dove 7 1.68 19 5.10 5 0.36 8 0.74
Long-billed Corella 3 0.21 4 0.37

Western Corella 3 0.28

Little Corella 1 0.27 3 0.21 77 7.09

Corella sp. 13 0.93 17 1.57

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 2 0.54 34 2.42 21 1.93

Ring-necked Parakeet 1 0.06

Rainbow Lorikeet 1 0.24 2 0.54 2 0.14 10 0.92
Laughing Kookaburra 26 6.25 163 43.70 288 20.53 286 26.34
Zebra Finch. Aviary escapee or release 1 0.09

Red-browed Finch 2 0.54

European Goldfinch. Aviary escapee 1 0.24

Table 2. The status of introduced birds in the Mandurah District.
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first Field Atlas. The remaining species cannot yet be 
judged though the Sulphur-crested Cockatoo would seem 
to be established because it has been partly culled and 
the derivatives of the Greylag Goose are increasing in 
number.

Comment
Overall, it is the seed-eating, ground feeding doves, 
the carnivorous Laughing Kookaburra and the versatile 
Rainbow Lorikeet that have established most successfully. 
The latter, with its increase in numbers over a 20 year 
period, from a reporting rate of 2% in the first Field 
Atlas to a reporting rate of 38% in the second Field 
Atlas, and then to a reporting rate of 58% in the New 
Atlas, surpasses nearly all native species. It is even 
more remarkable because 35 600 birds have been culled 
since 2007 (Stranger 2014). The Spotted Dove is not 
as common as the Laughing Dove but as the suburban 
foliage increases in density the gap between them will 
decrease. The European Goldfinch was formerly well 
established in many Perth suburbs (Serventy and Whittell 
1976) but almost became extinct in the 1970s. Since 
then only a few birds were recorded until a colony of 
100 birds was seen at Baldivis in 2014 (Matt Ricci 2014). 
The Brown Quail is seemingly established as it is being 
reported more frequently now and the derivatives of the 
Greylag Goose are increasing in numbers. The corellas 
seem to be thriving and will probably have to be culled at 
times. The Chestnut-breasted Mannikin was established 
in the south-west (Storr 1991: 134) but though flocks of 
birds were seen at Maylands between August 1986 and 
June 1991, its numbers quickly declined and it no longer 
occurs there, possibly because its open grassland habitat 
was destroyed (Stranger 1993).
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Robert Stranger

PiNK-HEADED iMPERiAL-PiGEON 
DuCuLA ROSACEA

A possible Pink-headed 
Imperial Pigeon was 
recently reported in Perth 
(WABN 158, 10).

It most likely came in by 
shipping.

Although this species 
has a quite wide range in 
the Lesser Sundas, it is 
uncommon and probably 
has a moderately small 
population, hence its 
classification as Near 
Threatened. It is much 
sought after by hunters 
and suffers from the 
effects of habitat degradation and is therefore thought to 
be declining.
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Neil Hamilton

SOuTH-WEST FAiRY TERN 
PROJECT

Conservation Council (WA) Citizen Science 
Program
During 2015/16 State NRM funded a Fairy Tern 
conservation capacity building project. This project 
delivered four workshops (at Jurien Bay, the Abrolhos 
islands, Walpole / Nornalup and Mandurah).  Following 
the workshops there were eight field days on the 
Turquoise Coast, Abrolhos Islands, in Frankland 
Region and in Peel Inlet. The workshops established 
an initial network of over 50 community volunteers 
and coastal managers that were immediately active in 
regional surveillance activities. A guide entitled ‘Fairy 
Tern (Sternula nereis) Conservation in South-western 
Australia’ was produced as a core resource for the 
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Pink-headed Imperial-Pigeon. 
Photo by Neil Hamilton
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Crossword No. 28
CLUESby Pam Agar

See page 49 for Answers

ACROSS
1. Shanks of birds’ legs.
4. Involving, threatening danger.
9. Written evidence of sightings.
10. it’s vital to focus … a subject quickly.
11. To challenge, be beyond the power of.
12. Having elongated, ornamental feathers.
15. Unlikely to be a problem for WA birders.
16. Birds happily rest on one.
18. Rail, presumed extinct in WA.
20. iridescent red-brown colour.
21. Educational tool.
23. Purple-crowned Fairy version is unlikely in 

Perth.
25. Secretive swamp-dweller.
26. Problem for beach nesters.
27. Alternative name for Jacana.
28. identification marker.

DOWN
2. Move this way and you may get a better view.
3. Noise.
4. Delicate.
5. Very keen.
6. Unit of inheritance.
7. A Collared Sparrowhawk has long middle ones.
8. introduced species established on Rottnest.
13. Gathering of people to share information.
14. Bush songster of northern WA.
15. Large wading bird with strangely-shaped bill.
17. Rare parrot, subject of recent searches.
19. To watch.
22. River fish, possibly eaten by cormorants.
24. Original name of Birds Australia (abbrevn).
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conservation network. As a final output, the project 
developed four regional conservation strategies based 
on input from workshop participants both at the meeting 
and subsequent coordinated observation activities. (see 
photos, pp3,12)

The South West Fairy Tern Project is now transitioning 
into a long-term conservation network. The network 
is being constructed to assist in surveillance of tern 
behaviour and movements and provide volunteers to 
assist coastal managers with implementing protective 
measures. It is also hoped that members will support an 
ongoing citizen-science / banding project by submitting 
digital photographs of metal and colour-marked 
birds from around coastal south-western Australia 
http://wwebblog.com/2016/04/06/a-tiny-strip-of-
metal/#more-1630. Fremantle Ports have provided some 
resources to set up a website to support the network’s 
functions.

Nic Dunlop

NESTING BANDED LAPWINGS

Banded Lapwings must be the bravest birds I know. 
When driving a 300 horsepower, four-wheel drive tractor 
pulling a 40 feet seeder bar on my farm at West River, 
I have driven right up to birds standing over their eggs, 
and they will not budge. Normally I drive around the nest 
if I see it early enough, but have at times had to shift 
eggs behind the seeder and continue on. On the next lap 
the Banded Lapwing will be back sitting on its eggs, no 
problem.

Chris Biddulph



Page 30 Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 159 September 2016

Important Bird Areas
Volunteer Guardians wanted

Notices
Donations to 

BirdLife Western Australia

The Western Australian Branch is aiming to be in 
the financial position to support conservation work 
through projects, particularly aimed at threatened 
species. With the decline in government funding, 
support for this work through donations and 
bequests is one way this aim can be realised in the 
future.

Tax deductible donations specifically for BirdLife 
Western Australia can be made to BirdLife Western 
Australia through our office at Peregrine House. A 
tax deductible receipt will be issued.

If the donation is being made as a direct deposit 
in the BirdLife Western Australia bank account, 
it is important to signify who it is from and that 
it is specifically for BirdLife Western Australia. 
Donations will then be held in a separate account so 
that they can be accounted for through the national 
office each year in accordance with the Federal 
Taxation Department requirements.

Such donations, unless specified by the donor for a 
particular purpose, will be used to assist in meeting 
the objectives of the organisation. 

If you have decided to make a lasting legacy to 
BirdLife Australia in your Will, contact Bequests 
Officer Ralf Sternad on 03 9347 0757 for a 
confidential discussion on your options, including 
any specific requests (e.g. support for black 
cockatoos in WA).

Mike Bamford 
Chair

BirdLife Australia has nominated 315 locations 
around Australia as Important Bird Areas (IBA). As 
part of this program the National Office of BirdLife 
Australia has initiated a program to encourage 
volunteers to become guardians for an IBA. For 
each IBA in Australia, the aim is to have at least one 
guardian, who can provide regular updates on the 
conservation status of the IBA.

Western Australia currently has 72 locations 
nominated as Important Bird Areas (IBA), most 
of which do not yet have guardians. If you live 

near an IBA, or visit a more remote IBA, and are 
interested in volunteering as a guardian, then please 
register with the national office IBA program. 
More information (including a list of IBAs) and 
registration details are available on the BirdLife 
Australia website at:

http://www.birdlife.org.au/projects/important-bird-
areas

or contact Andrew Hobbs at 
 conservation@birdswa.com.au/

Artist: Thea Terpstra
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BirdLife WA 2017 
Calendar

The 2017 calendar is now 
available at the BirdLife WA office 
for $10 each (over the counter) or 
$13.00 including postage.

All photographs are by BirdLife WA 
members and photographs were 
chosen by professional wildlife 
photographers Jiri and Marie 
Lochman. it’s the best calendar 
yet!

You can order calendars from the 
office by phoning 9383 7749 or 
emailing wa@birdlife.org.au.

Payment can be made by cash, 
direct deposit or posting a cheque. 

Calendars will also be sold at the 
Monday monthly meetings and 
some bird excursions between 
now and the New Year.

All profits aid the BirdLife 
WA Australasian 
Bittern Project.

Get Your Twitch On!!

BirdLife WA and 
National Twitchathon

30th and 31st October 2016

How many species can you count? The 
BirdLife WA Twitchathon returns in 2016 
with a National flavour, as we compete for 
State and National prizes! In 2016 your team 
will be raising funds to help BirdLife WA’s 
Australasian Bittern Project. All members and 
supporters of BirdLife are invited to take part.

We have four events to suit any type of team:

• 24 hour competition (State and National 
prizes)
• 12 hour competition (State and National 
prizes)
• Armchair 8 hour competition (State prize)
• Birdathon competition (National prize)

The Birdathon competition is designed to 
encourage newer birders and involves birding 
in three 1-hour blocks, aiming to get the 
highest total in Australia. There are loads of 
exciting prizes to be won for the highest totals, 
rarest sightings, bust fundraisers and many 
more! There are also prizes for under-16 and 
under-10 teams to encourage young birders.

Teams of 2 to 5 people can twitch wherever 
they like within WA. Any mode of travel except 
by air is allowed. Call playback is not allowed. 
Teams may enter one competition category.

For entry forms and further information 
please contact Stewart Ford, the BirdLife WA 
Twitchathon coordinator, via:

Email:  watwitchathon@outlook.com
Phone:  0407 193 770
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The following WA people joined BirdLife Australia 
during the period 9 May to 4 August 2016:

    M Davis, E Day, T Edelburg, C Everard, 
C Giompaolo, S Goodchild, S Green, D Hamley, 
R Harding, D Heap, O Hidayat, E Hides, N Holden, 
B Holman, A Hort, J Hunt, i Johnson, J Kavanagh, 
J Kavanagh, C King, P Kneebone, T Kos, A Lacey, 
G Lambert, M Maley, K Mills, W Morris, N Myers, 
L Oates, L O’Halloran, M O’Hara, G Patoir, 
N Piesse, LQuayle, K Righton, N Riste, S Roberts, 
S Roe, R Rolls, G Saueracker, D Shah, N Shelton, 
A Sherborne, J Simper, S Skirrow, A Strano, 
K Strehlow, L Stubbs, P Taylor, L Thomas, M Ward, 
C J Watts, P Watts, A Williams, C Williams, C Woods, 
W Woods, M Woosey and M Zion

New WA members

The Natural World of the Kimberley
A Kimberley Society Seminar

Saturday 15th October 2016 
8.30 am to 6.00 pm

The University Club, 
the University of Western Australia

The Kimberley has diverse habitats supporting 
a wide variety of plants, animals and birds on 
the land, around the sea shore and in the ocean. 
Many species are found nowhere else and the 
last decade has seen a surge in our knowledge of 
the area’s biodiversity. Much is threatened. This 
seminar will inform on what is there, and what is 
being done to preserve this unique environment.

The speakers are all well known and respected 
scientists and naturalists.

Full details of the programme, together with 
registration forms are available on the next two 
pages and on the society’s website:

www.kimberleysociety.com.au

“Early bird” discounted registration is now open 
either on line, by post or at the monthly society 
meetings.

Notices, ctd

Been meaning 
to declutter 
and clear out 
some of your 
old bird books to make room 
for more?
The October General Meeting 
is your chance!

We’d welcome your donations 
of unwanted bird books at the 
WA office before 7 October.

The Sales Committee will be 
selling donated bird books 
at the General Meeting on 
Monday 24 October to raise 
funds for the branch, so come 
along and pick up some bar-
gains! 
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The Kimberley provides a rich and diverse habitat which 
supports a wide variety of plants, animals and birds on the 
land, around the sea shore and in the ocean. Many of the 
species are found nowhere else in Australia or on earth. 
The last decade has seen a surge in the knowledge of what 

The Natural World of the Kimberley 

A Kimberley Society Seminar

www.kimberleysociety.com.au

The Kimberley has diverse habitats supporting a wide 
variety of plants, animals and birds on the land, around 
the sea shore, and in the ocean. Many species are found 
nowhere else and the last decade has seen a surge in our 
knowledge of the area’s biodiversity. Much is threatened. 
This seminar will inform on what is there, and what is being 

done to preserve this unique environment.

Saturday 15 October 2016         
 The University Club         

The University of Western Australia

Notices, ctd
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The Natural World of the Kimberley 
Saturday 15 October 2016          The University Club         The University of Western Australia

PROGRAM
	 	 	 	 	 Registration	and	coffee	from	8:00	am

  8:45 am Welcome & Introduction       Dr Mike Donaldson/
           Dr Hamish McGlashan
  8:55 am Geological background

• Geology shapes the natural world of the Kimberley   Dr Tim Griffin

  9:25 am Plants
• Sandstone flora of the Kimberley     Dr Matt Barrett
• Vine thickets        Prof Kevin Kenneally AO
• Orchids and waterlilies of the Kimberley     Prof Kingsley Dixon

10:55 am             Morning tea

11:15 am     Animals and sky
• The Arctic and back: a shorebird story     Kimberley Onton
• Kimberley finches and how they spread around the world  Kevin Coate OAM    
• Treasures revealed: a biodiversity survey of the Kimberley islands Dr Lesley Gibson

     
12:45 pm                  Lunch

  1:45 pm  Sea and coast
• What lives on the seafloor of the Kimberley:    Dr Andrew Hayward  

      understanding habitats and biodiversity   
• Collaborative turtle research along Australia’s remotest coast  Dr Scott Whiting
• Corals, canaries, and cockroaches:      Dr Mick O’Leary

      a natural history of Kimberley reefs
•  Kimberley indigenous saltwater science:     Dr Dean Mathews

     integrating traditional knowledge and practice  
     with western science for healthy management  

•   A day in the life of seagrasses of the Kimberley:   Prof Gary Kendrick
       how they survive in an extreme environment  

          
 3:15 pm             Afternoon	tea

  3:45 pm Protecting	the	environment
• Fire and biodiversity: contemporary management    Ed Hatherley

    challenges in the far north Kimberley   
• Measuring and reporting on fire, feral animal, and   Ben Corey

   weed management outcomes in the north Kimberley: 
    what we are doing and is it working?   

• Protecting the nature of the Kimberley     Darryl Moncrieff

5:30 pm                   Drinks and nibbles

     www.kimberleysociety.com.au

Notices, ctd
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ALBANY BRANCH

BuNBuRY GROuP

For details on future excursions, see Coming Events, p45.

Excursion leaders will be either Ray Garstone (ph: 9844 
7540), Brad Kneebone (ph: 9845 2233) or Anne Bondin 
(ph: 9844 1793).

Feel free to contact any of us for further information.

“Well deserved, Bruce”
Our Bruce Buchanan was bestowed with honour recently 
with a plaque recognising his invaluable contribution for 
recording birdlife across the Department of Parks and 
Wildlife’s Reserves in the south-west. The plaque is at 
Byrd Swamp, north of Bunbury. (Recalling the old adage 
that behind every good man there is a good woman, we 
are sure that Anne figures prominently there, too.)

June survey

Stirling Wetlands Peppermint Beach, south of 
Bunbury

An open expanse of winter wetland we like to survey 
each year, we estimated more than 500 Grey Teal, 300 
plus Black-winged  Stilts. Twenty-eight species on a chilly, 
fresh morning with just eight people.

Boat trip, Busselton to Augusta, 29 May

Six of us from Bunbury district for an exciting day 
offshore. Albatrosses dipped and glided around us 
including Yellow-nosed Albatross, Black-browed and 
the Sooty. Also Australian Gannet, Crested Tern, Soft-

plumaged Petrel, Giant Petrel and a smaller petrel similar 
in size to the Welcome Swallow. We set free another 
albatross species  that had been beach-washed in 
Busselton. A Humpback Whale came close, and Common 
Dolphin, too. Thank you, Roy and Stewart, for inviting us 
along.

Welcome to new members

Susanne Becker, Carol Dorant, iain Hensby, Peter 
Kneebone, Woody Woodhouse and Hayden Cannon.

White-breasted Robin at Dalyellup

Reported by Natalie Olsen in May. A most unusual 
little bird of the forest. Is it a visitor, or a resident bird 
lingering from the days not so long ago, when Dalyellup 
was an ancient forest? Most people don’t even know it 
exists, it is so rarely seen nowadays. Robins are highly 
vulnerable to cat predation, being ground feeders of 
insects that live in leaf litter. A good reason to keep 
moggie indoors by the fireside – day and night. What a 
treasure to protect!

Sue Kalab 
Convenor, BirdLife Bunbury

(left) Bruce Buchanan 
and (right) signage at 
Byrd Swamp. Photos 
by Doug Shrimpton
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CAPE TO CAPE GROUP

Program
Sunday 11 September: Half-day excursion,  
Whicher Range

Meet at 8:30 am at the junction of vasse Highway and 
Sabina Road, from where we will explore through to Sues 
Road. The Whicher Range rises as a steep escarpment 
from the southern end of the Swan Coastal Plain. The 
topographic and geological diversity of this landscape 
supports a varied complex of habitats, reflected in a 
wide variety of plant species and hopefully of birds. Bring 
morning tea.

Leaders: Jane Scott and Boyd Wykes

Saturday 22 October: Half-day excursion,  
Ambergate Reserve

Meet at 8:00 am at the car park on the corner of Queen 
Elizabeth Avenue and Doyle Road (south of Busselton 
Bypass and Ambergate Road). As this outing coincides 
with BirdLife’s National Bird Week, we shall conduct an 
Aussie Backyard Bird Count (ABBC) along each of the 
four sections of walk trails and there will be prizes. Bring 
morning tea and your picnic lunch/chair if you wish to 
stay on. Ambergate Reserve is jointly managed by the 
Busselton Naturalists Club and Geographe Community 
Landcare Nursery.

Leader: Christine Wilder

All the excursions are for BirdLife Australia members and 
the general public. For details of any of the above, please 
contact Christine Wilder cwilderone@yahoo.com.au or 
Boyd Wykes majyx@iinet.net.au.

Excursion reports
Wharncliffe Mill, 28 May

I held out little hope that the rainy squalls would blow 
over and that anyone would risk turning up to Wharncliffe 
Mill for our walk. But miraculously, the sun shone and an 
intrepid group of eight birdos, including five visitors from 
the big smoke, enjoyed a most pleasant morning.

From the well-appointed and popular Wharncliffe Mill 
camp facility, we took the Wardandi Track alongside a 
fast running stream through lush rain-forest. Highlight 
sightings were a Red-eared Firetail and a Rufous 
Treecreeper. A local person walking his dog gave us the 
‘good oil’ on a Square-tailed Kite nest to be seen high in 
a Karri and sure enough there it was.

We completed the morning with a quick walk around an 
upland loop trail through magnificent Marri-Jarrah forest. 
When Peter St Clair-Baker dropped behind, i warned 
the group that based on past experience he would have 
stopped for something interesting. Sure enough, he soon 
joined us with photographs of our only Varied Sittella for 
the day.

We ended with a satisfying 24 species identified. The 
three white-tailed black-cockatoos that flew over must 
remain just that as none of us felt confident on the few 

flight contact calls to be certain that these were Baudin’s 
Black-Cockatoos, at a location adjacent to pine forest 
favoured by Carnaby’s. We all agreed that this site is a 
very special birding gem so close to town and that the 
presence of treecreepers is endorsement of good habitat 
management.

Boyd Wykes

Cowaramup Brook, 11 June

On arrival at the Gracetown beach car park, the clouds 
were high and the morning fine and mild. Eight of us 
scanned the ocean and beach briefly before heading 
down the path to Cowaramup Brook, making a short 
detour along the fire break on the south side where there 
were White-browed Scrubwren, inland Thornbill,  Golden 
Whistler and many Silvereyes calling.

A small number of cockatoos were heard then seen 
perched on grasstree spikes up on the ridge and three 
birds were later identified as Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos 
on call and from Peter’s photograph. under the canopy, 
bird species were very thin on the ground. Each time we 
paused there was silence until finally we heard calls from 
a solitary Inland Thornbill. We made our way back along 
the beach path to search for emu-wrens but caught only 
a short glimpse of Splendid Fairy-wrens.

Morning tea was in a sheltered spot on the grass, with a 
superb view of the main ridge behind the beach where at 
least six cockatoos perched on and explored the hakeas, 
grasstrees and other vegetation, putting on a great 
show. A Nankeen Kestrel hovered above us and a pair 
of Wedge-tailed Eagles seemed almost frozen in the sky 
above the ridge.

We set up a telescope to scan along the beach and 
rocks, finding two White-faced Herons and a Sooty 
Oystercatcher amongst the wrack and a Pied Cormorant 
fishing in the bay.

An interesting morning spent with a great group of 
birders and 21 bird species identified.

Christine Wilder

Tawny Frogmouth, Rangelands 
Surveys Trip (see report, p40). 
Photo by Roger McCallum
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PEEL-MANDuRAH GROuP

MYALuP GROuP

See Coming Events for future excursions.

For further information, please contact Bob Paterson: 
email peelbirds1@westnet.com.au

or phone 0400 664 453.

Excursion reports
Harvey Dam, 18 June

A balmy winter day saw 
our group, with two new 
birding friends, Allan 
and Caroline, head for 
the Harvey Weir.  After 
morning tea at the 
amphitheatre, we drove 
to a good vantage point 
and searchers set off in 
different paths to track 
down feathered friends, 
leaving a sentry in place 
as usual. Birds seen 
were reported before 
adjourning to Lemongrass 
Café for lunch and 
discussion on birds we 
had seen. In addition, 
while at the amphitheatre 
we encountered a good 
number of Monarch 
(Wanderer) Butterflies.

Most of our group were surprised to see so many bird 
species on our doorstep, confirming the old saying, “a 
bird in the hand is worth two in the bush”.  Feedback on 
this outing has been very positive.  Thanks to Errol for 
organising another memorable birding event.

Birds seen were Grey Butcherbird, Galah, Australian 
Raven, Willie Wagtail, White-tailed Black-Cockatoo sp., 
Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo, Splendid Fairy-wren, Red 
Wattlebird, Australian Ringneck, Black-faced Cuckoo-
shrike, Grey Fantail, Western Gerygone, Mallard, 
Eurasian Coot, White-cheeked Honeyeater, New Holland 
Honeyeater, White-faced Heron, Pacific Black Duck, 
Whistling Kite, Australasian Darter, Australian Shelduck, 
Tree Martin, Scarlet Robin, Yellow-rumped Thornbill, 
Laughing Kookaburra, Golden Whistler, Musk Duck, 
Australasian Grebe, Silvereye, Straw-necked ibis, 
Western Rosella, Dusky Woodswallow, Australian Magpie 
and Magpie-lark.

Errol Harewood

Harvey, 23 July

Leaving the Harvey visitors Centre, the MBO caravan 
set off into the depths of the Harvey Plains and slowly 

traversed the area around 
Wokalup and Benger. The 
group then retired to the 
Crooked Carrot Café for 
a late morning tea/early 
lunch and the AGM which 
was completed without 
too much blood being 
spilt. A good number of 
birds were seen.

Upcoming events
Saturday 17 
September, Harvey

We will be visiting the 
farm of Don Watts, which 
is located in the Harvey 
Hills, midway between the 
Harvey and Stirling Dams. 
We may revisit the Harvey 
Dam on the way.

12 to 15 October, Quinninup

This will be a four-day excursion and we will be staying 
at the Quinninup Eco Tourist Park. This will provide the 
opportunity of spending some time walking the trails 
around the town and for visiting Windy Harbour.

The cost of accommodation for the excursion will be $50.

Final numbers for the excursion will be required by 17 
September.

MBO Bookmarks

Produced from a watercolour by Margaret Jones, these 
are a great accompaniment to any books that you may 
be giving to relatives and friends for their birthday or 
Christmas. They are for sale at $2 each.     If you would 
like some for yourself or your group, or to sell, please 
contact Errol Harwood.

Myalup Bird Observers 
Convenor/Editor: Errol Harwood 

Ph. 9720 2963   Email jkbs@iinet.net.au

Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo, Harvey Dam. Photo by Allan Burdett
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Excursion reports
LAKE COOGEE, 16 APRiL

Nineteen members met at the car park at 8:00 am on 
a very mild but windy Saturday morning. Some keen 
members had been there for more than an hour before 
we started.

A total of 52 species was observed, which was quite 
remarkable considering the low water levels in the lake. 
The levels were higher than other lakes in the Beeliar 
chain such as Bibra and North Lake but there were not 
many birds on the water at all. There was hardly any 
blossom either which also limited the number of birds 
seen. Usually, we walk around the lake on the western 
side and return the same way but this time we walked 
right around.

Quite a few raptor species have been seen at Lake 
Coogee over the years. However, the recent development 
in the area has resulted in a lowering of the raptor 
presence. Only five species were seen briefly on this 
occasion.

Thanks to all who attended and contributed to the bird 
count.

Jan Crossley

VICTORIA RESERVOIR, CANNING 
MiLLS, 1 MAY

The rains cleared in time for a well-attended excursion 
ably led by John and Ruth Luyer. The walk took us down 
to and around the reservoir through a Jarrah forest 
habitat, providing good opportunities for a varied bird 
count. The previous five excursions lead by John had 
bird-counts ranging from 32 to 46, with an average of 
39. The group today achieved a 
tally of 41 species. The highlights 
were varied Sittellas, Red-eared 
Firetails, a lone Pied Cormorant 
on the dam and a mouse spider. 
(see photo, p52)

Ian Hafekost

LAKE BEENYuP, 
LAKE JOONDALuP 
SOuTH, 12 MAY

A glorious autumn day greet 
the 20 participants for a great 
morning’s birding. The first 
30 minutes proved hectic with 
bushbirds but then quietened 
down for the remainder of the 
stroll around Lake Beenyup. The 
south end of Lake Joondalup 

(Woodvale) showed plenty of waterbirds, the highlight 
being a Cattle Egret.

Ocean Reef Road by now was busy so the group moved 
on to Picnic Cove, Lake Joondalup, for morning tea and 
bird call. Here a few more birds were added, including 
a pair of roosting Tawny Frogmouth making a respectful 
tally of 50 species for the morning.

Wayne Merritt

LAKE GOOLLELAL, 14 MAY

Twelve birders braved grey skies and were rewarded with 
perfect walking conditions (apart from a brief shower late 
in the morning) during the 6.5 km circuit of the lake.

Fifty species were seen or heard (not including a peacock 
in private land). Red Wattlebirds abounded and a few 
Western Wattlebirds were spotted amongst them. White-
cheeked, New Holland, Brown, and Singing Honeyeaters 
were also present in large numbers, taking advantage 
of the flowering trees. Grey Butcherbirds were also 
numerous. Only two raptors were seen — a Whistling 
Kite and an Australian Hobby, both roosting obligingly 
in treetop nests. Weebills and Silvereyes were common, 
and Spotted Pardalotes outnumbered the Striated variety. 
(see photo, p51)

A group of Black-fronted Dotterels were the only waders 
seen all morning. No wrens alas, although these had 
been seen two days before by our leader Clive Nealon. All 
in all a very pleasant morning.

Mark Glaser

WEBBS LEASE, 
JARRAHDALE, 
28 MAY

Sixteen members had a lovely, 
although wet, morning at 
Webbs Lease with the walk best 
described as quality not quantity. 
We saw only 26 species but the 
excursion was well enjoyed due 
to the great and long views of 
Scarlet Robin, Western Yellow 
Robin and White-breasted Robin. 
All three robin species were 
represented by several pairs or 
trios. Great views of Western 
Rosella was another highlight. 
Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo, Red-
capped Parrot, Red-winged Fairy-
wren, Varied Sittella and Western 
Spinebill were also seen.

Robyn Pickering
Western yellow Robin, Jarrahdale. Photo by Ian 
Wallace
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FOuNDATiON DAY CAMPOuT, 
DRYANDRA WOODLAND, 4-6 JuNE

Thirty members met at the new campground, Gnaala Mia, 
which has 18 large sites and was only opened last year. 
Three of the participants had never been on a campout 
before so good to see new faces. The weather was cool 
and sunny; nights were quite cold. Luckily, each campsite 
had its own fire place.

Leader David Secomb outlined our program for the next 
few days. The Bush Stone-curlew was our most sought-
after bird, and everyone managed to see it. We saw 
four robin species: Scarlet, Hooded, Red-capped, and 
Western Yellow. Regent Parrots were another highlight. 
Many participants had cameras as well as binoculars and 
there were good opportunities for photographs. (see also 
pp2,40,47,51)

Unfortunately, Congelin Dam was dry; just a muddy 
bottom, but Australian Wood Duck, Australian Shelduck, 
Grey Teal and a White-necked Heron were seen at 
another dam near Lions Village.

Altogether, 74 species were seen. Thanks go to David 
and his partner, Mary. i know a lot of work goes into 
organising and leading these campouts.

Bill McRoberts

THE SPECTACLES, KWiNANA, 
9 JUNE

A very threatening forecast and ominous skies kept 
many people from venturing out. As it turned out, 
the sky remained cloudy but dry and we all had the 
usual pleasant walk in a reserve with some special birds. 
Mostly, the birds appeared in mixed feeding flocks with 
stretches in between with nothing seen. Seven members 
turned up and were treated to many Western Wattlebirds, 
the usual Grey Currawong, Western Spinebill, Common 
Bronzewing, Red-capped Parrot and Scarlet Robin. 
The Elegant Parrot also made an appearance. All these 
species are what we expect to see here. The bush is 
recovering well from the fires 18 months ago. in all, 
30 species were seen, a good number considering the 
wetland was still dry. The only waterbirds we saw was a 
pair of Australian Shelduck flying overhead.

Maris Lauva

YANCHEP NATiONAL PARK, 
25 JUNE

While most BWA members took the weather forecast 
seriously, five hardy (or foolhardy?) birders joined 
excursion leader Clive Nealon under skies that initially 
looked hopeful, but soon brought the promised morning 
showers, some more prolonged and penetrating than 

others. It was an enjoyable outing nevertheless, with a 
brand new member first to notice a Fan-tailed Cuckoo 
which thrilled us all. Other highlights included a pair of 
Masked Lapwing (resident at Yanchep these last two 
years), two Splendid Fairy-wren families and a Western 
Wattlebird. It was great to see water in the lake once 
again, with Black Swan, Australian Wood Duck, Great 
Egret, Pacific Black Duck and Black-winged Stilt, among 
others, and lots of Welcome Swallows enjoying the 
refreshed wetlands. Back at the park café, a creditable 
list of 34 sightings for the day was compiled and all 
agreed the excursion had been well worthwhile. Many 
thanks to Clive for his explanations and commentary as 
required through the morning. (see photo, p51)

Penny Lee

PiESSE BROOK, 2 JuLY

Piesse Brook is an interesting and easy walk, following 
the creek line which has been significantly improved 
through the efforts of the Friends of Piesse Brook. 
Watsonias and other weedy species which once 
dominated the creek line seem to have been almost 
eliminated. The walk passes through stands of Marri, 
Wandoo, Jarrah and some alcasuarina, so necks were 
being constantly strained to look up into these mature 
trees. A recent small scale controlled burn has resulted in 
good views of the low habitat along the creek line. (see 
photo, p51)

This walk, enjoyed by 18 people, only resulted in 27 
species being recorded, but significantly several sightings 
of Western Spinebill. There was almost constant calling of 
Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos surrounding us all morning.

Suzanne Mather

RANGELAND SuRvEYS 2016, 
17-30 JuLY

The 2016 Rangeland Surveys, two very successful and 
enjoyable surveys, have just been completed. One was 
at Walburg Station near Mt Augustus, and the other the 
coastal section of Yaringa Station, south of Carnarvon.

The first week, with the kind permission of the East 
Gascoyne Race Clubs, we used their camp ground just 
north of Landor Station. This enabled us to have hot 
showers and flush toilets, which is always a plus. A couple 
of our teams were two days late due to rain and road 
closures but we were still able to complete our 25 survey 
sites in the five days.

The group of 17 were able to identify 88 species, (Rob 
guessed right and won the bottle of wine), but with 
virtually no understory and very rocky sites, the thornbills 
were very scarce. Slender-billed Thornbill was seen in 
one quadrant by both teams and the Banded Whiteface 
was seen over many quadrants. Chestnut-breasted Quail-
thrush was seen on many occasions.
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Gary from the Department of Parks and Wildlife (DPaW) 
in Carnarvon camped with us one evening and around the 
camp fire gave us an insight into what they were doing in 
their large area.

The second week we shifted to Wooramel Roadhouse 
Caravan Park, which offered the mandatory showers and 
toilets. Getting a hot shower was a little tricky at times 
but the staff at Wooramel were extremely obliging. (see 
photos, pp36,51)

The part of Yaringa we were surveying is a small coastal 
section that hasn’t been surveyed before so we were 
pleased to find 74 species, with Lorraine winning the 
bottle of wine.

Janine Gunther, a wildlife photographer and guide from 
Denham, spent two days with us seeing how we organise 
our survey work. She also works with the DPaW staff in 
Carnarvon.

The Chiming Wedgebill was the dominant bird and we 
were delighted to hear them on our first site but were 
well and truly over it on our next 24 sites. The only 
parrot seen was the Bourke’s Parrot and once again very 
few thornbills.

All the expected fairy-wrens were present as was the 
Rufous Fieldwren. We also recorded three sightings of a 
very black White-winged Fairy-wren, which will require 
further investigation.

We would like to thank Gavin and Gary from DPaW in 
Carnarvon for helping with information, maps, road 
updates and unlocking gates to make this event such a 
success.

We all had a great fun time with many laughs, stories 
and good birding. We are looking forward to next year's 
surveys. If anyone is interested in joining the 2017 
Rangeland Surveys we can be contacted through Birdlife 
WA. A big thank you to the team that planned, organised 
and led this excellent campout.

Cheryl and Roger McCallum

Excursion reports, ctd

• Expert birding guide, Luke Paterson
• Small group tours & private charters
• Endemic & regional specialities
• Tropical savannah regions
• Quality service & detail
• Seats are limited  

Top End Bird Watching & Wildlife Experiences, Darwin, Australia, ‘We’ll Scope it All’

NT Bird Specialists 
Top End Birding & Wildlife Experiences

  Darwin, Northern Territory ‘We’ll scope it all’

info@ntbirdspecialists.com.au
0421 651 122  or  0455 921 092 

www.ntbirdspecialists.com.au

Amazing  

photographic 

opportuni
ties

2017 Booking 
up now

Jacky Winter, Dryandra (see report, p39). 
Photo by Alan Watson

Carnamah, Inering Hills
3.5 hours drive north of Perth

Purpose built modern one bedroom self contained studio/cottage 
on working farm with fine views over the granite rocks. Wheatbelt 
and transitional woodland birds. Linen  supplied. Guided visit to 
key sites included.

2 nights, 2-3 people $275.00.
Other options for accommodation may be available. Please ask.
For more details + photos, contact Paulina Wittwer:

Email: paulina.wittwer@outlook.com 
or 0428 674 074. Farm: 9951 1225. 

www.facebook.com/wittwerfarmbirdwatchersaccommodation
Members of BirdLife WA and Land for Wildlife.

Your well behaved dog is welcome.
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Observatory reports
BiRDLiFE AuSTRALiA’S 
WESTERN AUSTRALIAN BIRD 
OBSERVATORIES

BirdLife Australia has two bird observatories located in 
Western Australia and they couldn’t be further apart — 
Broome in the West Kimberley and Eyre, on the Nullarbor 
Plain. BirdLife Australia’s observatories have a number of 
aims and functions. First and foremost is the collection 
of data and scientific research. Public education is also 
important as is the promotion of BirdLife Australia and 
its philosophy of 'birds are in our nature'. They are also 
great eco-tourism destinations and provide birdwatchers 
with excellent opportunities to sharpen their bird 
identification skills.

Scientific research
Work undertaken at the Eyre Bird Observatory (EBO) is 
widely varied, from radio astronomy to drift seeds. Many 
universities have students undertaking their studies here 
as the atmosphere is clear, there is no radio interference 
and there are wide expanses of mallee and coast line. 
New species of land snails have been discovered as well 
as orchids. Studies relating to introduced coastal plants 
such as Cakile spp. are presently being reported on. The 
EBO will also be joining the National Malleefowl Recovery 
Team to monitor the status of Malleefowl in this area. 
The weather is reported daily to the Western Australian 
Bureau of Meteorology, with information reported on the 
evening news programmes as well as being accessed for 
climate change studies. The university of Melbourne has 
a student studying rain-water in relation to the water that 
formed the stalactites in the Nullarbor caves.

The Broome Bird Observatory (BBO) provides a 
base for scientists to conduct research on migratory 
shorebirds, local bushbirds and benthic invertebrates. 
The observatory itself is involved in a long-term study on 
the northward shorebird migration, from early March to 
early May each year, where they identify and count the 
migrating birds and note information on their behaviour, 
as well as prevailing weather conditions. The BBO also 
assists with wader banding and flagging in Roebuck Bay 

throughout the Dry Season, and on the Broome leg of the 
Australasian Wader Studies Group Expedition in the Wet. 
This research has markedly improved our understanding 
of shorebird migration routes, important stopover sites 
and breeding locations in the East Asian-Australasian 
Flyway, and continues to inform conservation efforts 
both in Australia and overseas, most crucially in China 
and South Korea, where the loss of key stopover sites is 
seriously threatening the ongoing survival of several of 
our shorebird species.

Education
The BBO plays an important role in educating visitors 
about the ecology of Roebuck Bay and its importance 
for wildlife — in particular the migratory shorebirds that 
use the bay in huge numbers (120 000+ in the Wet 
Season, c. 20 000 in the Dry). The 4000 visitors to the 
observatory each year learn about shorebird ecology, 
the threats they face, and of course their extraordinary 
migratory feats. 'Wave the Waders Goodbye' courses in 
March and April have a strong focus on shorebird ecology 
and migration, and include the opportunity to observe the 
birds migrating every afternoon. There is also a public 
migration watch event during the migration period where 
the wider public can join the wardens on the shores 
of the bay for an afternoon to learn about shorebird 
migration and hopefully witness birds leaving. Local 
school groups are also regular visitors.

The BBO is an excellent place for birders to develop their 
shorebird identification skills, with a wide range of species 
readily viewable on their high tide roosts. Improving 
identification skills is one of the main components of their 
courses, through illustrated talks and in-the-field practice 
with guidance from the wardens and assistant wardens.

Eyre offers a range of popular courses  each year, from 
dune restoration to photography. One of their longest 
running courses is the 'Field Techniques in Bird Studies' 
course aimed at under-graduate students, where 
participants can develop their bird identification and field 
skills including census techniques. They participate in bird 
banding and take part in on-going recording procedures 
at the observatory. Dune restoration courses began in 
1976 in an effort to slow the dune encroachment that 
had seen the engulfing of the Eucla telegraph station 
and Eyre was rapidly heading the same way. The dunes 
surrounding the observatory have been stabilised and 
the focus is now on the fore dunes. Coastal restoration 
groups regularly send representatives to see how this has 
been achieved. The photography courses are so popular 
that the courses for 2016 and 2017 are fully booked and 
names are being taken for the 2018 course.

Broome visitor information
The BBO is located 25 km from Broome (2200 km north 
of Perth) and travel time is 30 – 40 minutes via the 
Broome Hwy and unsealed Crab Creek Road. Crab Creek 
Rd can be quite corrugated and sandy in places but is 
passable in 2WD vehicles when dry; during the Wet 
Season a 4WD is required and visitors should be aware 
that the shire may close the road after significant rainfall. 
Visitors who plan to visit in a hire car should also be 
aware that few if any hire car companies will allow 2WD 
vehicles to travel on Crab Creek Rd, and some may even Observation platform, Broome (see also p2). Photo by Ric Else
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apply restrictions to 4WD 
vehicles. The observatory 
offers return transfers 
from Broome for an 
additional fee, for guests 
staying two nights or 
more at the observatory 
or joining one of their 
tours.

There is a variety of 
accommodation, including 
unpowered camping sites 
and a range of basic, air-
conditioned rooms in an 
accommodation block. 
Campers and guests 
in the accommodation 
block have use of shared 
kitchen and bathroom 
facilities, including a 
fully-equipped camp 
kitchen (the well-known 
Shadehouse) with gas 
stove and oven, and BBQ facilities outside. There is also a 
two-bedroom, fully self-contained chalet.
The observatory offers a range of tours, from the 2.5 
hour Shorebirds, Mangroves, and Bush and Plains 
Tours to the full day Lakes Tour. The shorter tours are 
available most days from March through to October and 
the full day tour operates by request. The observatory 
can also develop a tailored itinerary for those visitors 
keen to target particular species or habitats. If you are 
particularly keen to see the shorebirds, we recommend 
contacting the observatory beforehand as the tides 
determine the best days for shorebird viewing in the bay.
The primary attraction of the BBO is the exceptional 
numbers and diversity of shorebirds in Roebuck Bay and 
its surrounds, right on their doorstep. Though numbers 
and variety are highest during the Wet Season, there are 
always waders to be seen in the bay and most species 
are still present during the Dry Season (albeit in reduced 
numbers). The shorebirds around the observatory are 
always worth seeing, but a visit to Broome during the 
migration period (March-April) provides one of the best 
shorebird spectacles worldwide. Many of the shorebirds 
have moulted into their breeding colours, bringing colour 
to the large flocks in the bay, and in the late afternoon 
if conditions are right, migrating flocks will leave the 
mudflats and fly north over your head to start the long 
journey to their Arctic breeding grounds.
In addition to the shorebirds, there is also a good variety 
of waterbirds and bushbirds to be found in the Broome 
region, with 325 species recorded in the region thus far. 
Other wildlife that visitors may see include the local Agile 
Wallabies, a variety of geckos and skinks, and of course 
the famous Green Tree Frogs in the toilets! Nearby, there 
are also Snubfin Dolphins in the bay and Northern Nailtail 
Wallabies on the plains behind the observatory, and there 
are even Bilbies along Crab Creek Rd, though you have 
to be extremely lucky to see one of these shy, nocturnal 
mammals.

For further information, we encourage you to visit the 
BBO’s website: http://broomebirdobservatory.com/

Eyre visitor 
information
The EBO is located 
in the heritage-listed 
Eyre Telegraph Station 
building. This limestone 
building, with verandahs 
all round and 50 cm 
thick walls, is over 
100 years old and is 
located in the Nuytsland 
Nature Reserve on the 
Great Australian Bight, 
some 1200 km from 
Perth. Eyre provides an 
opportunity for visitors 
to work voluntarily in a 
relatively isolated and 
remote wilderness area 
by assisting caretakers 
to collect information on 
birds and other animals 

in the area, or just enjoy the tranquillity and develop 
an appreciation of nature. With the nearest neighbours 
hundreds of kilometres away, no telephone or internet 
available for visitors nor Tv or radio, Eyre offers complete 
isolation and a great place to escape 'being on call'. The 
Nullarbor attracts many people, some wishing to explore 
the blow holes and caves; for others it is the stillness and 
general tranquillity along with Eyre’s wildlife (whales), 
ocean, pristine dunes, cliffs and of course the birds.

There are two volunteer caretakers on site that look after 
over-night guests and day visitors. it is accessible by 
4WD only. There is no camping or pets allowed. There 
are three guest bedrooms as well as two verandah sleep-
outs. There is a new Rota-Loo with an old septic toilet 
as a back-up. Both are outdoors. There is one bathroom, 
which is shared. Guests are required to bring their own 
bed-linen and/or sleeping bag. Water conservation does 
not permit washing bed-linen for guests. The water 
supply is rainwater contained in tanks. In recent years, 
rain has been adequate. Established practices encourage 
guests to limit their water use by such means as timed 
showers and grey-water is recycled to the vegetable 
garden. As well as large rainwater tanks, there is an 
underground tank that is designated for fire-fighting use. 
So far this has not been needed but the possibility is 
always there. Fires in the area are commonly caused by 
lightning strikes. There is solar power and when managed 
correctly, is sufficient for the observatory’s needs. 
However, there is a back-up diesel generator.

For more information please visit the Eyre webpage: 
http://www.birdlife.org.au/visit-us/observatories/eyre.

Annette Park, Alma de Rebeira 
and Nigel Jackett

Observatory reports, ctd

Eyre Bird Observatory. Photo by Simon Cherriman
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The Dry Season is well and truly upon us 
here in Broome, and this year the term is 
particularly apt as our very poor Wet Season 
means everything is very dry already! The 
wetlands on Roebuck Plains are all dry in 
mid-July; in 2015, the first of these dried in 
late August and some had water all year, so 
it’s quite a change. Many of the waterbirds 
favouring the freshwater wetlands have moved 
on to other areas, and the sewage ponds is now 
the best hope for those wanting to pick up some of these 
species! Despite this, the birding is still rewarding, as it 
always is around Broome.

It was only in the last update that we talked about the 
waders leaving on their northward migration, but as we 
write this in mid-July, the first shorebirds have already 
begun to return to Broome. Common Sandpipers are 
always amongst the first, and one was sighted at the 
sewage ponds on 13 July to mark our first confirmed 
returning shorebird! We’ve since seen a few more around 
their usual haunts at the sewage ponds and Little Crab 
Creek, and the first Wood Sandpiper arrived at the 
sewage ponds on 23 July. Any day now, the first Sharp-
tailed Sandpipers should make an appearance, and 
maybe even a Long-toed Stint!

While most of the avian migrants have left Broome for 
the Dry, it is the peak time for human migrants to visit 
the area, taking advantage of the warm, sunny days to 
enjoy all that Broome has to offer and escape the cold 
of southern Australia. Broome town becomes a hive of 
activity, and it’s no different out at the observatory! The 
campground is often full, we have tours going out most 
days and there are plenty of day visitors to keep us all 
busy. We hosted a fantastic bunch of students from La 
Trobe University in late June, who visit the observatory 

most years to learn about the birds of the area 
and the ecology of Roebuck Bay, before walking 
the Lurujarri Heritage Trail up the Dampier 
Peninsula. Dry season shorebird banding also 
recommenced in June and July, with a range 
of species from Red-necked Stints to Whimbrel 
caught and banded across the first few catches 
of the season. Most of these birds are first-year 
birds, overwintering in Australia before making 
their first breeding trip to the Arctic next year.

Over the next three months we expect things to keep 
getting drier, so it will be interesting to see whether 
anything unusual turns up in response to the unusually 
dry conditions. The return of the waders should also 
gather momentum as we head into September, with most 
species back by October. Will the famous Semipalmated 
Plover return to the sewage ponds for another year?

Sightings
The Dry is usually quiet as far as major rarities, but 
some local rarities for the Broome region have made 
appearances, including Black-eared Cuckoo around the 
observatory and the mangroves at Crab Creek, and 
Square-tailed Kite at One Tree. Masked Woodswallows 
have also been regular on passage over the observatory, 
and on one occasion a group included one White-browed 
Woodswallow, while Varied Lorikeets have also been 
passing overhead regularly. The usual BBO specials like 
Asian Dowitcher, Common Redshank and Yellow Chat 
have all been seen regularly throughout the Dry so 
far, including regular sightings of a breeding-plumaged 
dowitcher who doesn’t appear to be making the trip north 
this year. (see photos, p2)

BBO Staff

Our particular delight has been to share Eyre with 
the many and varied guests who alight here. Eyre 
time is only one hour ahead of Perth. Sharing 
home-cooked meals by the crackling fire at day’s 
end as we note down our observations and talk of 
birds, plants and history, without the distraction of 
Tv (which election?), it’s easy to find friends. Eyre 
time is a snippet from the past, where courtesy abounded 
and each made a contribution. Eyre is not just a bird 
observatory, it is very much about people and history.

A recent visitor was Rob, a parrot researcher. He was 
overjoyed to be greeted here by a large flock of Major 
Mitchell’s Cockatoos. His studies include the Eclectus 
Parrot of Cape York rainforest, which is noted for the 
sexes having completely different colouration. His 
favourite bird is the Palm Cockatoo, also on Cape York, 
for its tool wielding activities, using a stick to drum on 

tree hollows. Their habitat is being erased on a 
massive scale by bauxite mining, which completely 
removes all vegetation before strip mining 
commences.

Rob also studies the Swift Parrot in Tasmania, 
which is endangered by the Sugar Glider, an 
introduced species, outcompeting for tree hollows 

and nectar. Forest logging also reduces its habitat and 
nesting hollows.

We put the birds around Eyre in three categories: the 
exhibitionists, the proud sedentary show offs, then the 
frustratingly elusive small and very mobile birds.

Major Mitchell’s Cockatoos are the premier exhibitionists; 
they arrive in small flocks, usually very early or late 
in the day. They noisily announce their approach with 
a clarion squawking and seem to be attracted to our 
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building, not just the water. Acrobatics on the radio aerial 
and of course much displaying of erect crests. They also 
seem to know that wing displays in front of a setting sun 
bring out their magnificent pink wings.

New Holland Honeyeaters certainly seem to enjoy 
communal bathing. it’s impossible to count them 
accurately but about two dozen at a time seem to be in 
and out of the bird baths on sunny days with a constant 
shower of water going in all directions, especially up!

Brush Bronzewings amble along to one of our birdbaths 
in the morning, then slowly and patiently occupy the site 
until Grey Currawongs dominate and they retreat.

Lesser exhibitionists include Silvereyes. They drop out 
of the covering vegetation to the water in an endless 
stream.

Three Chestnut Quail-thrush crossed our path one 
morning and once in the cover of some vegetation 
seemed unconcerned by our close proximity and ambled 
around slowly, giving us lots of time to observe. A pair of 
Sacred Kingfishers occasionally visits the observatory and 
perch close and stay for lengthy periods.

One evening while driving home from Burnabbie through 
the mallee scrub, a Southern Boobook stayed on the 
ground under a sheltering bush right beside the track 
until we reversed to it when it only moved five metres 
and posed indefinitely.

On the Pannikin Plains, an area of scattered saltbush and 
mallee, we spied three Ground Cuckoo-shrikes, low in a 

dead tree and some hundred metres away. One dropped 
to the ground and foraged then we approached behind 
the cover of a large mallee for a closer look, but they 
were too wary.

One evening we walked to a high clear sand dune for 
the sunset but while awaiting for the sky to colour, 
spied a figure about a kilometre to the west and a little 
below the top of a dune! Through our binoculars it 
certainly appeared to be the top half of a human behind 
a ridge. But there are no people or vehicles within many 
kilometres of us! Then moving slightly, appearing to 
rotate, rising with a few lazy flaps it proved to be a 
Wedge-tailed Eagle!

Similarly, on our weekly beach survey, a White-bellied 
Sea-Eagle perched on one of our kilometre marker- posts 
until we were quite close before it lazily flapped away 
(see photos, p52).

The small and more elusive birds include the Brown 
Honeyeater which dips briefly to our birdbaths but 
retracts rapidly to covering vegetation without waiting 
to socialise. Out in the adjacent mallee the White-eared 
Honeyeater, though not frequent, is easy to observe.

The pardalotes and thornbills are active and frequently 
seen but small flocks of Weebills seem to dance through 
the canopy, seldom staying still for long. 

Thanks for the opportunity.

Bob Graham and Nell Hilliard

Coming events
Important note re campouts

Members anticipating attending campouts must notify the BirdLife WA Office (9383 7749) of the number in their party and when 
they will arrive. 

If you are unsure, put your name down as you can always cancel.
An emergency contact number should also be provided in case of accident.

New members
Please let the leaders know that you are a new member and don’t hesitate to ask for assistance with bird sightings.

Sunday 4 September: Bibra Lake, 
Cockburn 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the first car park 
at the northern end of the lake off 
Progress Drive. Bibra Lake is a part of 
the Beeliar Wetlands chain and a large 
number of bushbirds and waterbirds 
can be seen here. Over 130 bird 
species have been recorded in this 
reserve.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Alan Watson

Friday 9 to Sunday 11 September: 
Nangeen Hill and Mt Caroline 
campout

Nangeen Hill, Mt Caroline and Kokerbin 
Rock are three isolated reserves 
about 200 km east of Perth, managed 
by DPaW and WWF. Nangeen Hill 
is surrounded by a predator proof 
fence to protect a small population 
of Black-flanked Rock Wallabies, 
while Mt Caroline is surrounded by 
private property. Neither can be easily 
accessed.

The campout is part of a project 
looking at bird populations within the 

three isolated reserves. Participants 
will take part in extensive walks to 
compile comprehensive bird lists for the 
reserves.

Surveys commence on Friday 9th 
but those who can only participate 
Saturday and Sunday will also be 
welcome. We will be camping next to 
an unoccupied farmhouse, next to Mt 
Caroline reserve. Participants should be 
self contained but are able to use the 
toilet and shower facilities.

Numbers will be limited to 16. Those 
wishing to attend must put their names 
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and email on the list in the office by 
calling 9383 7749 and you will be 
contacted a week or two prior to the 
campout with further details.

For members and guests only.

Leaders: Andrew and Jill Hobbs 
(9246 2026 andrew@hobbsfamily.

id.au)

Saturday 10 September: Wearne 
Road, North Bannister 
Full-day and Photogroup excursion

Meet at 8:30 am on the corner of 
Wearne Road and Albany Highway. 
Wearne Road is on the left about 37 km 
south of the corner of Jarrahdale Road 
and Albany Highway and immediately 
before the sign ‘North Bannister 2 
km’. We will meet here and then travel 
approximately 10 km down Wearne 
Road to the excursion location.

We will explore the Wandoo woodlands 
looking for robins, babblers and other 
bushbirds. After morning tea we will 
look at another area nearby.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Robyn Pickering

Tuesday 13 September: Albany 
Branch excursion

For contact details, see the Albany 
Branch report, p35.

Thursday 15 September: Star 
Swamp, North Beach, Stirling 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park at the 
end of Mary Street, Waterman. To get 
there, turn off West Coast Highway at 
Mary Street, and drive to the car park. 
Alternatively, from Marmion Avenue, 
turn left into Beach Road, left into Ethel 
Street, and then left into Mary Street.

Species that may be found here include 
variegated Fairy-wren, White-winged 
Fairy-wren, Southern Boobook and 
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo. Star Swamp 
is part of the Northern Swan Coastal 
Plain iBA for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo 
and has Tuart and banksia woodland 
and heath. A variety of raptors and 
bushbirds can be seen. Over 70 species 
of birds have been recorded here.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Michael Hancock

Sunday 18 September: Bickley 
Brook, Orange Grove 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am in the Hardinge Park 
public car park, Hardinge Road. There 
are a limited number of bays. Red-
browed Finch, Red-eared Firetail, and 
a reasonable range of other bushbirds 
have been recorded on previous 
excursions to the area.

Participants may wish to take 
advantage of the free gas barbecues 
which are provided (from 8:00 am to 
sunset) at the conclusion of the walk.

For members and guests only.

Leaders: John and Ruth Luyer

Monday 19 September: Bold Park 
Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, 
Floreat 
Monthly meeting: 7:30 pm

Felice Morcombe from Murdoch 
University will give a talk on the 
‘Christmas island Hawk Owl’.

Friday 23 September: Lake McLarty

For details, contact Peel-Mandurah 
Branch: 
Bob Paterson: peelbirds1@westnet.
com.au or phone 0400 664 453.

Saturday 24 September: Lake 
Leschenaultia, Chidlow 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 9:00 am at the hotel in 
Chidlow. Travel 10.5 km past 
Mundaring on Great Eastern Highway 
and turn left into Old Northam Road 
and it is 2 km into Chidlow. It is now 
free to enter the park.

A 6 km walk on an excellent track takes 
us through Jarrah, Marri and Wandoo 
woodland where 77 species have been 
recorded.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Charles Merriam

Saturday 24 September to Tuesday 
27 September (4 days) 
Long weekend campout, Central 
Wheatbelt

The campout will be based at the 
Merredin Tourist Park, corner Great 
Eastern Highway and Oats Street, 
which has accommodation facilities 

ranging from backpackers’ rooms, 
camping and caravan sites to luxury, 
self-contained villas. it is located at the 
eastern (Kalgoorlie) side of the town 
which is approximately three to three 
and a half hours’ drive from Perth along 
Great Eastern Highway.

Merredin is a good base to access a 
number of excellent reserves in the 
area. In 2012 there was a good variety 
of dry country/wheatbelt birds seen, 
including Malleefowl. Depending upon 
the weather conditions, the reserves 
are accessible by all vehicles on graded 
gravel and/or sand tracks. The area is 
also rich in history.

There will be a limit of 25 persons, so 
please ensure that your name is on the 
list at the office (telephone 9383 7749) 
before booking your accommodation 
at the caravan park (telephone 08 
9041 1535). You can also contact 
the caravan park by e-mail on info@
merredintouristpark.com.au. There 
is no reserved accommodation and, 
therefore, no need to let the operators 
know you are with BirdLife Western 
Australia.

A briefing will be held on the lawn 
area behind caravan sites 59 and 60 
(subject to availability and weather) 
at 5:00 pm on the Friday evening. 
Anybody who arrives later than that 
can get information from the leader 
upon arrival.
Members and guests only.

Leader: Peter Sandilands

Saturday 1 October: Ellis Brook, 
Gosnells 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am at the corner of 
Gosnells Road and Bygum Lane, Martin. 
We will walk up the steep path to the 
top of the falls which provides great 
views of the Swan Coastal Plain. It 
is a popular area where a variety of 
bushbirds can be seen, some of them 
not often seen near Perth, such as Red-
eared Firetail, Red-winged Fairy-Wren, 
and Red-capped and Scarlet Robin.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Steve Burns

Monday 3 October to Saturday 
8 October 
Mount Gibson Wildlife Sanctuary 
survey

A maximum of 12 volunteers are 
sought to undertake four days of 
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important bird surveys at Mt Gibson 
Wildlife Sanctuary. The sanctuary 
is managed by the Australian 
Wildlife Conservancy (AWC) and 
the birdwatching is good for dry-
land species such as Major Mitchell’s 
Cockatoo, Southern Scrub-robin, 
Chestnut and Chestnut-breasted Quail-
thrush, Mulga and Burke’s Parrots, 
honeyeaters, Malleefowl and Redthroat.

The survey has now been running for 
four years and focuses on determining 
the differences in avifauna inside and 
outside a 43 km predator-proof fence. 
There is no requirement for volunteers 
to have extensive experience in birding; 
rather, more experienced birders will 
be able to provide assistance to newer 
surveyors. There is also no requirement 
for birders to have access to, nor 
experience in, using a GPS as AWC 
staff navigate birding teams into sites. 
Individuals do need to be able to walk 
up to 1 km through (sometimes thick) 
vegetation. About four surveys of 20 
minutes each are conducted every 
morning and afternoon by each team.

AWC will provide facilities 
(water, power) and some inside 
accommodation will be available. There 
will also be a welcome BBQ on Monday 
3 October, as well as a farewell BBQ on 
Friday 7 October. Birders will also be 
able to visit other good birdwatching 
locations on-sanctuary, plus to search 
for (and hopefully see!) endangered 
Greater Stick-nest Rats, which are kept 
in a feral-proof enclosure.

The turnoff to Mt Gibson Wildlife 
Sanctuary is 74 km north-east of Wubin 
along Great Northern Highway, heading 
for Payne’s Find. The homestead is 27 
km along Mt Gibson Road. Detailed 
directions will be sent to participants. 
Two-wheel drive vehicles are able to 
get into the sanctuary. There should 
not be a requirement to use volunteers’ 
vehicles for the surveys.

Please register at the BirdLife WA office 
on 9383 7749

For members only

Leader: Peter White

Saturday 8 to Sunday 9 October: 
Short weekend campout, Hi Vallee 
Farm, Badgingarra

Hi vallee Farm is one of the most 
spectacular areas in the state for 
unique wildflowers and rare plants. 
With a good variety of wildflowers there 
should be a good variety of bushbirds. 

it is intended that this be a relaxed 
campout to enable us to explore this 
diverse landscape.

The campground is large with toilets/
cold showers. Hot showers and toilets 
are located at the homestead. There is 
room for most sized caravans, motor 
homes, camper trailers and tents. 
There is good drinking water available 
on site. There is a minimum amount 
of electricity at the campground, 
which will mean first on the list may 
get preference (but those using sleep 
apnoea machines come first). Please be 
self-sufficient with water and power for 
personal use as much as possible.

The campout will be restricted to 30 
participants and there may be a wait 
list. Those wishing to attend must 
call or visit the BirdLife office (Tel. 
9383 7749) to put your name, email/
address and number attending on the 
list as usual. BirdLife has an exclusive 
campground booking for the weekend, 
so please do not contact Hi vallee Farm 
direct. Please also indicate what type of 
accommodation you have, i.e. caravan, 
motor home, camper trailer, tent or 
swag.

The campout is during school holidays. 
You can arrive earlier or later than 
Friday afternoon and are welcome to 
stay longer after the weekend if you 
wish, but please tell the office how 
many nights you intend to stay. Cost 
per person per night is $15.00. More 
details will be sent out by the leader 
prior to the campout.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Christine Wilder

Sunday 9 October: Forrestdale Lake 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am at Moore Street car 
park. From Perth, drive down Kwinana 
Freeway, turning left into Armadale 
Road. Continue on across Nicholson 
Road, then just over 1 km along turn 
right into Weld Street, then second left 
into Loftus Street, and then right into 
Moore Street.

There should be plenty of waterbirds, 
bushbirds and possibly some raptors. 
Over 110 bird species have been 
recorded here. The wildflowers should 
be good too.

Bring morning tea, telescopes if you 
have them and rubber boots, as it will 
be muddy.

For members and the general public.

Leader: David James

Wednesday 12 October: Lake 
Monger, Cambridge 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am at the most westerly 
car park off Lake Monger Drive. 
The walk around the lake will take 
two to three hours. This is a good 
opportunity to see many species of 
ducks, waterbirds and some bushbirds. 
Spotless Crake is often seen depending 
on the water level.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Sue Abbotts

Saturday 15 October: Boyagin 
Rock, West Pingelly 
Photogroup activity

Meet at 8:30 am at Boyagin Rock 
Nature Reserve. To reach Boyagin Rock, 
travel along Brookton Highway to the 
intersection of the York-Williams Road, 
turn south (right if coming from Perth) 
and turn left into Boyagin Road. Travel 
along Boyagin Road about 3 km to 
the crossroads at the entrance of the 
nature reserve. The round trip is 250 
km.

There is a good variety of bushbirds 
including Red-capped Robin, Western 
Yellow Robin, White-eared Honeyeater, 
Brown-headed Honeyeater and Blue-
breasted Fairy-wren.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Ken Glasson

Sunday 16 October: Beermullah 
Lake, Gingin 
Full-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am at the Beermullah 
Road West turnoff, approximately 13 
km north of the Dewar Road turnoff 
into Gingin. This is the northern entry 
to Gingin from Brand Highway. The 
turnoff is just past the Bootine Road 
turnoff.

if anyone is late, the turnoff to the 
farm where Beermullah Lake is located 
is 48.2 km up Brand Highway from the 
turnoff at Great Northern Highway. 
This farm has a site location of 4791, 
which is on a small sign at the top of 
the driveway. Approximately 300 m 
prior to getting to the turnoff, there is a 
large farm sign on the left which reads 
“Cromarty Park”.

Bring lunch and drinks as there are no 
facilities at the lake. Tracks around the 
lake are sound, and should be suitable 
to all types of vehicle. Freckled Duck 
have been seen here in the past, and 
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there is usually a good selection of 
waterbirds.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Peter White

Sunday 23 October: Ashfield Flats, 
Bassendean 
Half-day excursion

BirdLife last held an excursion here in 
2002 lead by Ron van Delft, the author 
of Birding Sites Around Perth. This was 
one of his favourite places to bird.

Meet at 7:30 am at the car park 
at the southern end of West Road, 
Bassendean. From Guildford Road turn 
into Colstoun Road, turn left into Haig 
St and right into Fisher Street. Follow 
Fisher Street into Reid Street and then 
turn right into West Road. Follow West 
Road to the end car park at Sandy 
Beach Reserve. There should be a 
variety of waterbirds and bushbirds.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Sue Abbotts

Monday 24 Oct: Bold Park Eco 
Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat 
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm

Adam Peck (BWA Projects Officer) will 
give a talk on the Great Cocky Count 
2016 results.

Friday 28 October: Sampfire Cover

For details, contact Peel-Mandurah 
Branch: 
Bob Paterson: peelbirds1@westnet.
com.au or phone 0400 664 453.

Saturday 28 to Sunday 29 October 
Twitchathon

For more information and to register 
contact Stewart Ford (stewartford@
hotmail.com) or Wes Bancroft 
(wesbancroft@gmail.com or 0428 343 
838).

Saturday 29 October: Collins Road, 
Flint 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 9:00 am on Collins Road. Drive 
about 1 km from Brookton Highway 
and park on the left hand side of Collins 
Road. The Collins Road turnoff is about 
50 km east of the junction of Brookton 
Highway and Canning Road, on the 
right hand side coming from Perth. We 
will walk through this area of Wandoo 

woodland where 61 species have been 
recorded. This is thought to be the 
closest breeding site to Perth of Blue-
breasted Fairy-wren. Also this area has 
an abundance of Rufous Treecreepers 
and frequently seen birds include 
Crested Shrike-tit, Restless Flycatcher 
and Western Yellow Robin.

As there will be birds breeding here, 
members are asked to follow BirdLife 
guidelines regarding nesting birds.

For members and guests only.

Leader: TBA

Friday 4 to Monday 7 November 
Phototwitch

How many bird species can you 
photograph recognizably in 8 hours? 
Can you take the best bird photo during 
the BirdLife WA 2016 Phototwitch? 
You will only know the answers if you 
join the 2016 BirdLife Phototwitch in 
any 8 hour period from Friday 4 to 7 
November.

You must enter as an individual ($5 
per entry) but you may want to 
travel with some friends. For more 
details contact the office or Sandra 
Wallace (wallaces9@hotmail.com) for 
competition rules and entry forms.

Sunday 6 November: Thomson’s 
Lake, Cockburn 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park on 
Russell Road. From Kwinana Freeway 
turn west into Russell Road, continue 
approximately 3 km to the car park on 
the right. If you reach Pearse Road you 
have gone too far. There are a good 
variety of bushbirds, waterbirds and 
perhaps a few waders. Over 120 bird 
species have been recorded here. Bring 
your telescope (if you have one) and 
rubber boots or old sneakers as it will 
be muddy.

For members and the guests only.

Leader: Robyn Pickering

Thursday 10 November: Pelican 
Point, Crawley 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am at the gazebo at 
the entrance to the reserve. This 
is to the south of the Mount’s Bay 
Sailing Club, at the end of Australia 
ii Drive, off Hackett Drive, Crawley. 
Over 130 species have been recorded 

here. Water levels in the lagoon have 
increased in recent years, and there 
has been some revegetation work in 
the reserve. We will walk through the 
reserve, along the river and through 
adjacent bushland. We will look for 
waterbirds and bushbirds.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Charles Merriam

Sunday 13 November: North Lake, 
North Lake 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am at the car park 
near the north end of Progress Drive. 
Coming from Perth on Kwinana 
Freeway, take the Farrington Road exit 
going right towards Fremantle. Coming 
from the south, take the South Street 
exit going left towards Fremantle, turn 
left into Murdoch Drive and right into 
Farrington Road. Progress Drive is the 
first left after the lights at Bibra Drive.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Wynton Maddeford

Sunday 20 November: Len Howard 
Conservation Park, Mandurah 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am at the car park at 
the end of Marina Quay Drive. From 
the Mandurah Bypass turn into Sticks 
Boulevard (left when travelling from 
Perth) and then turn right into Marina 
Quay Drive. After morning tea we 
will move to Erskine Lakes to look for 
additional species.

Bring your scope if you have one.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Robyn Pickering

Friday 25 November: Penguin 
Island

For details, contact Peel-Mandurah 
Branch: 
Bob Paterson: peelbirds1@westnet.
com.au or phone 0400 664 453.

Sunday 27 November: Lake 
McLarty, Murray 
Full-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am at the gate into 
Lake McLarty Reserve. Travel on the 
Perth-Bunbury Highway past Pinjarra 
Road, turning right into Mills Road and 
continue for approximately 3.7 km until 
you see the reserve entrance gate on 

Coming events, ctd



Page 48 Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 159 September 2016

Coming events, ctd

the right. Take your lunch, sun hat, 
insect repellant, water and telescopes. 
Wear rubber boots or old shoes as it 
will be muddy.

Lake McLarty is an iBA site for 
migratory waders so there should be a 
variety of waders at the lake, as well 
as many waterbirds and bushbirds. 
Note: this excursion may be moved to 
an alternative venue if water levels are 
unsuitable.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Susan Abbotts

Monday 28 Nov: Bold Park Eco 
Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat 
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm

Robyn Pickering (BWA Projects) will 
give a talk on the Rainbow Lorikeet 
Project.

Friday 1 December: Sundowner

For details, contact Peel-Mandurah 
Branch: 
Bob Paterson: peelbirds1@westnet.
com.au or phone 0400 664 453.

Saturday 3 December: Big Carine 
Lake, Carine 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park off 
Beach Road, Carine. Big Carine Lake 
is part of the Northern Swan Coastal 
Plain iBA for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo. 
Over 90 species have been recorded 
at this lake, including the three ibis, 
Buff-banded Rail, several species of 
duck and various raptors. Bring your 
telescope if you have one.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Clive Nealon

Sunday 4 December: Penguin 
Island, Shoalwater 
Photogroup activity

Meet at the ferry terminal car park 
at 8:30 am to catch the 9:00 am 
ferry. The car park is near the corner 
of Arcadia Drive and Penguin Road 
in Shoalwater. We will photograph 
the pelican rookeries, Bridled Terns, 
Crested and Caspian Terns with young 
and also Pied Cormorants, which have 
a regular flight path conveniently close 
to the pier.

Bring your lunch as we will have it 
on the lawn and share images on the 
laptop.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Richard Mazanec

Saturday 10 December: Herdsman 
Lake, Stirling 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park of 
the Perth Pony Club. To reach the car 
park, drive along Jon Sanders Drive 
from Perth and turn left just before you 
reach Selby Street. This is one of the 
waterbird refuges that never dry up. 
Herdsman Lake is located within the 
Northern Swan Coastal Plain Important 
Bird Area for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo. 
Bring your telescope if you have one.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Claire Gerrish

Sunday 11 December: BWA 
Christmas barbecue

The annual Christmas barbecue this 
year will be held as usual, at Peregrine 
House, at about 6:00 pm, on the 
lawn at the rear of the building. Bring 
your own food and drink, and chairs if 
possible. BBQ provided.

All members welcome.

Thursday 15 December: Clarkson 
Reserve, Maylands 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park on 
the east side of the tennis courts off 
Clarkson Road. Travelling away from 
the city on Guildford Road, turn right 
into Peninsula Road and follow this until 
you reach a T-junction with Clarkson 
Road. Turn left at the T-junction and 
travel about 200 m along Clarkson 
Road towards the tennis courts, and 
turn right to reach the parking area. 
Buff-banded Rail have been seen here 
and it should be quite a pleasant walk 
along the river.

For members and the general public.

Leader: John and Ruth Luyer

Saturday 17 December: Alfred 
Cove, Melville 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park in Troy 
Park next to the oval, off Burke Drive, 
Attadale. There should be migratory 
waders and waterbirds around the river, 
and there are always bushbirds in the 
park. Over 130 bird species have been 
recorded here. Bring your telescope if 
you have one.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Toni Webster

Rufous Whistler, Dryandra (see report, p39). Photo by Alan Watson 
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Sunday 1 January 2017: Canning 
River Regional Park, Wilson 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am at the Kent Street 
Weir car park. The walk follows a 5 
km circuit along the Canning River, 
viewing a large selection of bush and 
waterbirds, hopefully with sightings of 
the elusive Spotless Crake. Over 110 
species have been recorded in this 
area.

For members and guests only.

Leaders: George and Pam Agar

Crossword No. 28, 
answers
ACROSS
1 tarsi, 4 fraught, 9 documentation, 10 on, 11 defy, 12 plumed, 
15 snow, 16 leg, 18 Lewins, 20 bronze, 21 film, 23 wren, 25 
rail, 26 dog, 27 lotusbird, 28 tag.

DOWN
2 around, 3 sound, 4 fragile, 5 avid, 6 gene, 7 toes, 8 peafowl, 
13 meeting, 14 bushlark, 15 spoonbill, 17 ground, 19 observe, 
22 mullet, 24 RAOU.

Advertising rates in 
Western Australian Bird Notes

(subject to change without notice)

Full colour (A4 page size): $200.00 one-off, or
$150.00 per page 
if placed in four 
consecutive issues

Black-and-white: ¼ page: $35.00
½ page: $55.00
A4 page $100.00
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CBC Project (see report, p16). Above left: Coordinator Marion Cox and Debra Wilson. Above right: Marion Cox installing a hollow. 
Photos by Adam Peck
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Calendar of events
Sun 4 Sep: Bibra Lake, Cockburn, Half-day excursion

Fri 9 to Sun 11 Sep: Nangeen Hill and Mt Caroline 
campout

Sat 10 Sep: Wearne Road, North Bannister, Full-day and 
Photogroup excursion

Tue 13 Sep: Albany Branch excursion

Thu 15 Sep: Star Swamp, North Beach, Stirling, Half-day 
excursion

Sun 18 Sep: Bickley Brook, Orange Grove, Half-day 
excursion

Mon 19 Sep: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, 
Floreat, Monthly meeting: 7:30 pm

Fri 23 Sep: Lake McLarty

Sat 24 Sep: Lake Leschenaultia, Chidlow, Half-day 
excursion

Sat 24 Sep to Tue 27 Sep:  Long weekend campout, 
Central Wheatbelt

Sat 1 Oct: Ellis Brook, Gosnells, Half-day excursion

Mon 3 to Sat 8 Oct: Mount Gibson Wildlife Sanctuary 
survey

Sat 8 to Sun 9 Oct: Short weekend campout, Hi vallee 
Farm, Badgingarra

Sun 9 Oct: Forrestdale Lake, Half-day excursion

Wed 12 Oct: Lake Monger, Cambridge, Half-day 
excursion

Sat 15 Oct: Boyagin Rock, West Pingelly, Photogroup 
activity

Sun 16 Oct: Beermullah Lake, Gingin, Full-day excursion

Sun 23 Oct: Ashfield Flats, Bassendean, Half-day 
excursion

Mon 24 Oct: Bold Park Eco Centre, Monthly meeting, 
7:30 pm

Fri 28 Oct: Sampfire Cover

Sat 28 to Sun 29 Oct, Twitchathon

Sat 29 Oct: Collins Road, Flint, Half-day excursion

Fri 4 to Mon 7 Nov: Phototwitch

Sun 6 Nov: Thomson’s Lake, Cockburn, Half-day 
excursion

Thu 10 Nov: Pelican Point, Crawley, Half-day excursion

Sun 13 Nov: North Lake, North Lake, Half-day excursion

Sun 20 Nov: Len Howard Conservation Park, Mandurah, 
Half-day excursion

Sun 27 Nov: Lake McLarty, Murray, Full-day excursion

Mon 28 Nov: Bold Park Eco Centre, Monthly meeting, 
7:30 pm

Fri 1 Dec: Sundowner

Sat 3 Dec: Big Carine Lake, Carine, Half-day excursion

Sun 4 Dec: Penguin island, Shoalwater, Photogroup 
activity

Sat 10 Dec: Herdsman Lake, Stirling, Half-day excursion

Sun 11 Dec: BWA Christmas barbecue

Thu 15 Dec: Clarkson Reserve, Maylands, Half-day 
excursion

Sat 17 Dec: Alfred Cove, Melville, Half-day excursion

Sun 1 Jan 2017: Canning River Regional Park, Wilson, 
Half-day excursion
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Members in the field

Lunch at campsite, Dryandra Village (see report, p39). Photo by 
Penny Lee

Enjoying the forest, Piesse Brook (see report, p39). Photo by 
Ken Glasson

Rangelands Surveys trip: (above left) David Bell explaining the survey to some of the team and (above right) Ed Paull using a Mintie 
facilitated method for repairing a fuel tank at Landor (see report, p39). Photos by Sue Mather

yanchep excursion (see report, p39). Photo by Penny Lee
Now what bird could that be? Lake Goolelal (see 
report, p38). Photo by Penny Lee
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Varied Sittella, Victoria Reservoir (see report, p38). Photo by John Baas

Common Finch, Maylands. Photo by Ian Wallace

Eyre Bird Observatory (see report, p43): (above left) Silvereye, photo by Nick Hill, and (above right) White-bellied Sea-Eagle, Photo 
by Els Wakefield


