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Front cover: Eurasian Curlew (left) and Eastern Curlew (right), Bunbury (see report, p4). Photo by Shelley Pearson

Eurasian Hobby, South Lake (see Observations, p10). 
Photo by R Bruce Richardson

Left: Yellow-plumed Honeyeaters. Photo by John McMullan. Right: Crested Shrike-tit. Photo by Alan Watson.
Both photos taken at Stirling Range Retreat (see report, p37).

Above: Kamchatka Leaf-Warbler, Broome Bird 
Observatory. Photo by Nigel Jackett
Imperial Pigeon sp., Thornlie. Photo by Nathan Piesse 
(see Observations, p10)
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The Eastern Curlew, Numenius madagascariensis, is 
now recognised as critically endangered under the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 
1999 (EPBC Act), partly because the population reaching 
Australia has more than halved since the 1980s (vine 
and Weller 2015). This is therefore an opportune time to 
see how Western Australia’s Eastern Curlew population is 
faring.

A general overview of the 
distribution of the Eastern 
Curlew in south-west Western 
Australia in recent decades is 
provided below, and covers the 
area from Perth to the Eyre 
Bird Observatory.

Large tidal estuaries are 
the habitat of choice for 
the Eastern Curlew in the 
lower south-west of Western 
Australia. The main estuaries 
can be found at the Peel–
Harvey inlet (Mandurah), 
Leschenault inlet (Bunbury) 
and Oyster Harbour (Albany).

My records indicate that few 
Eastern Curlews venture south past Shark Bay and those 
that do are concentrated at the Peel-Harvey inlet. There 
are unlikely to be more than 10/15 Eastern Curlews 
annually that migrate past Shark Bay to the south 
western corner of Western Australia.

South West
Perth (32° 02’ S, 115° 49’ E)

The Eastern Curlew was never common around the Swan 
River though in the past there was a greater habitat 
range available. These days sightings in and around Perth 
are extremely rare. The most recent sightings come 
from the Alfred Cove mudflats, on the Swan River. Two 
Eastern Curlews were sighted here during the 1981/1985 
waterbird survey and one was seen on 6 November 2002. 
At Woodman Point two beach sightings were made in 
March 1997 and March 2002. These were possibly birds 
on their northward migration. There is one sighting from 
Rottnest island in February 1989 and one from Garden 
Island of two Eastern Curlews in February 2010.

D.L. Serventy (1948, p. 266) commented that on 
occasions one or two birds at most may be seen on 
the Swan River Estuary. Historical Eastern Curlew sites 
around Perth are Herdsman Lake (1902), Lake Monger 
(1968-1969), Pelican Point (1936, 1955) and the South 
Perth foreshore (1959). Some historical records from the 
Rockingham district are White Lake (January 1939) and 
Lake Richmond (January 1941), both single birds seen in 
January (Sedgwick 1942).

There is an interesting report (1969) of an Eastern 
Curlew patrolling the grassed margins of Lake Monger 
(eastern side) catching grasshoppers. A local resident 

had reported that two birds had been observed in the 
area for several days (Jenkins 1969).

During 1961 to 1965 one or two Eastern Curlews were 
recorded on 18 occasions between September and March 
at the now non-existent Causeway salt marshes, located 
near Heirisson island (Tarburton 1974).

Mandurah (32° 33' S, 115° 
42' E)

The Peel Harvey Estuary is 
the most important site for 
Eastern Curlew in the southern 
part of Western Australia. 
Mandurah Quay island, also 
known as One Tree Island, 
is located in Sticks Channel 
and is an important roosting 
site for Eastern Curlews. They 
arrive in late August and like 
to shelter and roost among 
the island’s samphire. This 
habitat makes them very hard 
to detect as they are totally 
submerged in the samphire 
scrub and their presence 
is often only revealed by a 

protruding head or when alarmed by a raptor passing 
overhead. At low tides the Eastern Curlews move to 
nearby Boundary flats to feed. These mud flats are 
located between Channel Island and Boundary Island and 
are a valuable and frequently used wader feeding site. 
Soldiers Cove is another site used, as are the mudflats 
south of Creery Island. The connection of Eastern Curlew 
with the Peel inlet extends back into time as they were 
known to the local indigenous people, who knew the 
species as wid-joo-on-ong (Serventy and Whittell 1976).

The Eastern Curlew has been recorded in the samphire 
flats fringing the narrow entrance between the Peel inlet 
and Mandurah back to 1928. Serventy (1930) mentioned 
that in those days the Peel Inlet connected with the 
ocean by means of a narrow channel with a sand bar at 
the mouth.

Extensive development in the northern Peel inlet has 
reduced the amount of suitable wader habitat. There 
used to be a long shallow sandbank (approximately 
300 metres long and 20 metres wide) in the middle of 
the main Mandurah Estuary channel that ran parallel to 
Fairbridge Road. This was a wader roost used by one or 
two Eastern Curlews until it was removed by dredging 
(G. Baker pers. comm.). Dolphin Pool was another site 
in Mandurah that supported Eastern Curlews but it has 
since been developed into a marina. Large sections of the 
Creery wetlands have been turned into the Mariners Cove 
canal development.

Surveys conducted by the Department of Parks and 
Wildlife showed that the maximum number of Eastern 
Curlew counted throughout the Peel-Harvey Estuary 
during 1996-1997 was 19 and during 1998-1999 was 
24 (Lane et al. 2002a, b). Sector counts were conducted 

EASTERN CURLEW DISTRIBUTION IN 
WESTERN AuSTRALiA — 
PART 1. Perth — Esperance District

Eastern Curlew feeding at Lower King River, 
Albany. Photo by Steve Elson
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over different days and did not account for any Eastern 
Curlew movements. Maximum counts for these periods 
are more likely to be 18 and 15.

The population of Eastern Curlew in the northern Peel 
inlet appears to be declining (Figure 1). The maximum 
number, seen in the past six years has been below ten 
birds. A maximum of five Eastern Curlews, presumably 
young birds, have overwintered at Peel Inlet. They do 
not overwinter each year and it is usually only single 
birds that remain. Eastern Curlews were present in the 
winters of 1996, 1997, 1998, 2008, 2010, 2011, 2013 
and 2015 (Rule 2011). The winter months were restricted 
to June and July for analysis purposes as the first Eastern 
Curlews arrive back from the northern regions in August 
at the Peel inlet. Maximum monthly counts for the period 
1994 to 2016 are shown in Figure 2.

Eastern Curlew observations come from a range of 
different locations such as Creery wetlands, Soldiers 
Cove, Samphire Cove, Mandurah Quay island, Serpentine 
River Reserve, Austen Bay, Boundary Flats, South 
Yunderup, Murray River delta and Channel island. Most 
of these sites are under considerable pressure due to 
disturbance from recreational activities.

At present Eastern Curlew behaviour shows that they 
feed in the Creery wetlands, Mandurah Quay, Samphire 
Cove and Soldiers Cove and then congregate back at the 
Creery wetlands in the afternoon to roost.

Bunbury (33° 18’ S, 115° 41’ E)

The Eastern Curlew is seen at both Leschenault 
Estuary and Leschenault Inlet, an estuarine lagoon, 
though in lesser numbers these days. Eastern Curlews 
at Leschenault inlet probably form part of the same 
core population that frequents the Peel-Harvey inlet. 
Locations at Leschenault Inlet have changed over the 
years. Whitlock (1939) mentions small numbers feeding 
in the quieter parts of the estuary. in the eighties the 
mouth of the Preston River was a favourite location. 
These days most records come from the spit of land 
extending into the estuary on the northern side of the 
Collie River in the vicinity of Point Douro. Most sightings 
are of solitary birds, although up to four were sighted 
in 2016 and five in 2005. The highest count was 15 in 
February 1998. Records come from a variety of sites 
such as Preston River mouth, Point Douro, Pelican Point, 
Eaton, Leschenault inlet, Australind, Point Mornington 
and Victoria Bay.

There are three sightings from Yalgorup National Park, 
located to the north of Leschenault Inlet and west of the 
Peel-Harvey estuary. One Eastern Curlew was sighted 
south of the causeway at Lake Preston on 28 November 
1998, and was probably in transit to one of the adjacent 
estuaries. One bird was flying north at Preston Beach in 
August 1995 and one at Lake Preston in January 2010.

Eastern Curlew distribution in Western Australia — Part 1. Perth — 
Esperance District, ctd

Figure 1. Highest annual counts for Eastern Curlews at Peel Inlet, 1994 to 2016.
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Maximum monthly counts for the period 1991 to 2016 
are shown in Figure 3. The data show a strong bias for 
February as this coincides with the annual shorebird 
counts.

Albany (35° 03’ S, 117° 52’ E)

A report about the birds of the Broome Hill District 
covering 1903 to 1913 mentions that Eastern Curlews 
were fairly common on the shallow mudflats about 
Albany Harbour and Oyster Harbour (Carter 1923). 
Recent sightings around Albany, generally in the vicinity 
of Lower King Bridge (Esplanade), consist of a single bird. 
Reports throughout the period 1960 to 1980 mention that 
one or two birds were present at Albany and occasionally 
three birds. The last sightings of three Eastern Curlews 
at Lower King were made in 1989 and 1990, and there is 
one record of a bird overwintering in July/August 1988.

Sightings come from a variety of locations such as Emu 
Point, Oyster Harbour, King River inlet, the Kalgan 
mudflats and Rushy Point at Princess Royal Harbour. The 
few sightings at Rushy Point coincided with high tides.

The south western coastline covers the area between 
Albany and Eyre Bird Observatory, representing the 
southern migration limit for the Eastern Curlew in this 
state, with sightings to the east rare, and confined to 
estuaries and inlets. Solitary birds were seen at Pallinup 
Estuary (1926), Stokes inlet (1983), Wellstead Estuary 
(2008) and Beaufort inlet (2008). One bird was seen on 

Morley Beach at Wilson inlet (2012) which is to the west 
of Albany.

Eyre Bird Observatory 
(32° 14’ S, 126° 19’ E)
At Eyre Bird Observatory, Eastern Curlew sightings 
have been reported from Kanidal Beach. Records of 
solitary birds come from the years 1980, 1981, 1983, 
1985, 1987, 1990, 1996, 2003, 2012 and 2013 in the 
spring and summer months. Monthly sightings are from 
September (1), October (1), November (1), December 
(2), January (3), February (1) and April (1) (de Rebeira 
and de Rebeira 2005). it is an uncommon migrant in this 
region and not seen each year.

Inland sightings
The Eastern Curlew rarely ventures far from the West 
Australian coast line, as shown by the few available 
inland sightings. Two were sighted at Station Lake (June, 
1981), 5 km inland, and one at Lake Bambun near Gingin 
(March, 1983), 37 km inland.

Western Australian migration pattern
At Peel inlet the earliest return dates are from the last 
week in August onwards. This is based on limited records 
showing increased numbers in August e.g. 23 August 
1997 (8); 31 August 1997 (9) and 23 August 2003 (6) 
indicating new birds for the season had arrived back at 

Eastern Curlew distribution in Western Australia — Part 1. Perth — 
Esperance District, ctd

Figure 2. Maximum monthly counts for Eastern Curlews at Peel Inlet, 1994 to 2016.
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Eastern Curlew distribution in Western Australia — Part 1. Perth — 
Esperance District, ctd

the Peel inlet. Departure seems to be during March, often 
late March. There are records of birds still present at Peel 
inlet in late March e.g. 29 March 1987 (10), 26 March 
1998 (8) and 24 March 2016 (4).

The number of birds returning each year to the Peel 
Harvey inlet is small, making this population vulnerable 
to change, especially if considering that shorebirds show 
strong site fidelity and these are possibly the same birds 
that return each year. The number of Eastern Curlew over 
wintering might be an indication of the recruitment rate 
for this specific population.
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Letters to the Editors
Dear Editors

Willie Wagtail nests

Given the ongoing discussion about Willy Wagtail nests 
in the previous two editions of Western Australian Bird 
Notes, i thought readers might be interested in informal 
records kept by friends of mine. Paul Folley, living in 
Applecross at the time, had a pair of Willy Wagtails build 
a nest, in 2013, on his back patio under the edge of the 
roof. The base rested on the horizontal support while 
the sides of the nest were secured within the v shaped 
section made by two smaller zig zag diagonal roof 
supports. Extra tiers were added to the nest in 2014 and 
2015 as the birds continued to breed successfully in this 
location.

Paul’s mother, Ruth Folley, reported that the pair 
successfully raised three clutches of four chicks in 
2013 and 2014, ie, a total of 24. In 2015, three chicks 
hatched. Two survived to fully fledged stage while the 
third fell out of the nest and died. The parent birds then 
deserted their multi-storied home and constructed a new 
nest in a tree nearby just before Paul left the property. 
Both nests were built of grass and spider web.

Penny Lee

Carnamah, Inering Hills
3.5 hours drive north of Perth

Purpose built modern one bedroom self contained studio/cottage 
on working farm with fine views over the granite rocks. Wheatbelt 
and transitional woodland birds. Linen  supplied. Guided visit to 
key sites included.

2 nights, 2-3 people $275.00.
Other options for accommodation may be available. Please ask.
For more details + photos, contact Paulina Wittwer:

Email: paulina.wittwer@outlook.com 
or 0428 674 074. Farm: 9951 1225. 

www.facebook.com/wittwerfarmbirdwatchersaccommodation
Members of BirdLife WA and Land for Wildlife.

Your well behaved dog is welcome.

Quality of digital photographs
IMPORTANT —PLEASE READ!

When submitting photos for use in WABN, please send a high quality image, eg, 300 dpi, with a file size 
of at least 600 kb (preferably over 1 mb).
It is suggested  that the settings on your digital camera be changed to the maximum resolution (setting).
Another area that could cause a problem is that some e-mail programs automatically reduce the file size so 
these settings could be adjusted to maintain the original file size.When e-mailing images please attach them to an 
e-mail and not embedded in a Word document or in the e-mail itself.

 Discover Albany’s birds, walks 
and wildflowers.

3 brm s/c holiday accommodation
situated on the banks 

of Oyster Harbour,

known shorebird haven 
on the outskirts of Albany.

Close to King & Kalgan Rivers,

amazing beaches, national parks, 
walks & wildflowers.

 Free WiFi and starter b/fast included.

 Ph 08 9844 7744
 www.stayz.com.au/148040

A Bird Lover’s Paradise.

BirdLife WA Sales Committee
— HELP WANTED

Our hard-working sales committee are on the look out for 
some new members.  They are looking for people with ideas 
on how to increase the sales of our popular greeting cards, 
badges, books and stickers as well as to assist on the sales 
table at the monthly meetings or at the various festivals and 
events that BirdLife WA participates in.

For more information about the sales committee, please 
contact:

Valerie Hemsley (themsley@iinet.net.au) 
or Helen Bryant (helen.bryant@birdlife.org.au)
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Observations
This list has been compiled by 
the WA Records Officer with input 
from the WA Records Committee. 
Metropolitan suburbs or shires 
are in parentheses. Please report 
interesting observations to the 
WA Records Officer, John Graff 
(wasightings@birdlife.org.au) or to 
the BirdLife WA office (9383 7749). 
Sightings are included on the BirdLife 
WA sightings page (http://birdswa.
org.au/sightings.htm) as soon as 
possible, and the most interesting 
are selected for inclusion in the next 
WABN.

HiGHLiGHTS
An exceptional quarter for vagrants. 
The highlights were led by two 
first records for Western Australia, 
at opposite ends of the state: a 
Eurasian Hobby at South Lake 
in Perth and a Kamchatka Leaf 
Warbler at the Broome Bird 
Observatory. The hobby also 
represents the first record of the 
species for mainland Australia, and 
showed well at South Lake and 
nearby Bibra Lake for almost a 
month. The leaf warbler represents 
a first confirmed mainland record, 
though previous records of Arctic-
type warblers may have involved this 
species. identification of the Arctic 
Warbler complex is challenging and 
relies heavily on call and song, so 
it was fortunate that this individual 
was very vocal, giving both contact 
calls and bursts of song, the latter 
of which is generally atypical for this 
group of species when in Australia.

The Oriental Honey-Buzzards 
continued to be seen at Lake 
Joondalup, with at least three 
individuals present, and a Black 
Falcon seen over the Swan Estuary 
is an excellent record for the 
south-west. Waders also featured 
prominently this quarter, with a 
Eurasian Curlew found on the 
Leschenault Estuary near Bunbury 
in January, which appears set to 
overwinter as we go to press, 
while the long-staying individual 
in Roebuck Bay also made a brief 
appearance in March, and a Little 
Stint in breeding plumage was found 
during a shorebird survey of Morley 
Beach at Wilson inlet near Denmark. 
Not to be outdone, seabirds were 
also represented by two Barau’s 
Petrels photographed from a cruise 
ship south-east of Cape Leeuwin.

in the north, a dry ‘Wet’ around 
Broome allowed better access to the 
grassland plains, which yielded a 
count of 300-400 Eastern Yellow 
Wagtails in early March, probably 
the highest recorded count of this 
species in Australia. The regular 
Semipalmated Plover continued 
to be reported at the sewage ponds 
in Broome until the 29th March, 
when it presumably departed from 
our shores for another year. A nest 
swiftlet was also recorded on Barrow 
Island at the end of February, and 
is strongly suspected to have been 
an Edible-nest Swiftlet, but 
specific identification with certainty 
within this species group remains 
challenging in field conditions.

The quarter also produced several 
unusual records involving likely ship-
assisted birds or aviary escapees. 
A House Crow was present 
in Fremantle from early March 
until at least early April, while a 
Eurasian Tree Sparrow made an 
appearance in Australind in March. 
The most unusual record was that 
of an imperial pigeon species 
in suburban Thornlie. Despite 
numerous excellent photos, it has 
so far proved impossible to match to 
any known pigeon species. A hybrid 
has been suggested, though these 
are reportedly very rare in imperial-
pigeon taxa. The damage to tail and 
head feathers strongly suggested 
that the bird was an aviary escapee 
or released bird, though there are 
few recorded individuals in captivity 
in Australia. (see photos, p2,44)

METROPOLiTAN (uBD 
STREET DiRECTORY)
Imperial-pigeon sp. – 1, 29/02-

09/03/16, Culross Avenue and 
surrounds (Thornlie) – LP et 
al. (taxon and origin uncertain, 
possible hybrid, likely aviary 
escapee; photographs)

ORIENTAL HONEY-BUZZARD – 3, 
present Jan 2016 to 25/02/16, 
Lake Joondalup (Wanneroo/
Woodvale/Joondalup) – WM, DM 
et al. * 2, 18/01/16, Yanchep 
National Park (Yanchep) – WM & 
PS (vagrant to Western Australia; 
5th record for Western Australia; 
subject to BARC acceptance; 
photographs)

Black Kite – 1, 05/02-21/03/16, 
ALCOA Wellard Wetlands 

(Baldivis) – MN et al. * 1, 
19/03/16, Kwinana Freeway at 
Roe Highway (Jandakot) – KG * 
1, 01/04/16, near Dianella Plaza 
(Dianella) – ML (rare visitor to 
the south-west; photographs)

Spotted Harrier – 1, 31/01-
05/02/16, Lake Joondalup 
(Joondalup/Wanneroo) – SK et al. 
* 1, 23/02/16, Lake Walyungup 
(Baldivis) – MN * 1, 28/03/16, 
Golden Bay Beach (Golden 
Bay) – MN & LN (rare on the 
Swan Coastal Plain, but possibly 
increasing; photographs)

EURASIAN HOBBY – 1, 06/02-
03/03/16, South Lake (South 
Lake) – BG et al. * 1, 28/02/16, 
Bibra Lake (Bibra Lake) – RA & 
GW (rare vagrant to Australia; 1st 
record for Western Australia; both 
records involve same individual; 
subject to BARC acceptance; 
photographs)

BLACK FALCON – 1, 15/02/16, 
Minim Cove Park (Mosman Park) 
– DM (rare vagrant to south-
western Australia; photographs)

Masked Lapwing – 2 subspecies 
novaehollandiae, Jan-Mar '16, 
Loch McNess, Yanchep National 
Park (Yanchep) – WM, PS et al. 
(rare but increasing in southern 
Western Australia; long-staying 
pair still present; see previous 
editions of WABN)

Hooded Plover – 1, 12 & 21/01/16, 
Two Rocks beach (Two Rocks) 
– iP & JS * 1, 13/01/16, salt 
lakes (Rottnest island) – JS * 1, 
16/01/16, between Yanchep and 
Two Rocks beach (Two Rocks) 
– GC (rarely reported on Perth 
coast; Two Rocks area records 
likely involve same individual; 
photographs)

Gallinago sp. snipe – 2 probable 
Latham’s, 21/01-06/02/16, Bibra 
Lake (Bibra Lake) – CN et al. (all 
Gallinago spp. vagrant to south-
western Australia; presumed 
same birds previously reported 
from North Lake; see WABN 157; 
photographs)

Wood Sandpiper – 48, 25/02/16, 
Bibra Lake (Bibra Lake) – MB 
(high count for south-western 
Australia)

Ruff – 1, 06/02/16, Nairns 
(Coodanup) – MB * 1, 09/02/16, 
Kogolup Lake (Beeliar) – RP 
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(rare annual migrant to Western 
Australia) 

Fairy Tern – c. 15, 21/01/16, 
Bibra Lake (Bibra Lake) – CN 
et al. (unusual on fresh water; 
photographs)

Pied Butcherbird – 1, 30/03/15, 
Peninsula Rd (Maylands) – CS 
(rare visitor to the Swan Coastal 
Plain)

HOUSE CROW – 1, 09/03-02/04/16, 
Fishing Boat Harbour and Bathers 
Beach area (Fremantle) - LP et 
al. (vagrant to Australia; probably 
ship-assisted; subject to BARC 
acceptance; photographs) 

Eastern Yellow Wagtail – 1, 
24/01/16, Herdsman Lake 
(Herdsman) – JD (vagrant to 
south-western Australia)

Barn Swallow – 1, 25/02/16, 
ALCOA Wellard Wetlands 
(Baldivis) – MN (vagrant to 
south-western Australia)

SOuTH WEST (SHARK 
BAY TO CAPE ARiD)
Wedge-tailed Shearwater – 2, 

23/01/16, BirdLife Western 
Australia Pelagic off Albany 
(Albany) – JG et al. (1st record for 
south coast of Western Australia)

BARAU’S PETREL – 2, 14/01/16, 
offshore Cape Leeuwin (Augusta 
– Margaret River) – GT (3rd record 
for Western Australian waters; 
subject to BARC acceptance; 
photographs)

Spotted Harrier – 1, 03/02/16, 
Buffalo Rd, north end of 
Leschenault Estuary (Harvey) – 
PM (rare visitor to the far south-
west)

EURASIAN CURLEW – 1, 19/01-
05/03/16, Leschenault Estuary 
(Harvey) – TW, GH et al. (vagrant 
to Australia; subject to BARC 
acceptance; photographs)

LITTLE STINT – 1 in breeding 
plumage, 17/01/16, Wilson inlet 
(Denmark) – DB (rarely reported 
migrant; photographs; see also 
WABN 157)

Ruff – 23/01/16, Morley Beach, 
Wilson inlet (Denmark) – SF, BG 
et al. * 1, 31/01/16, Nambeelup 
Settlement Ponds (Murray) – BR 
& BP (rare annual migrant to 
Western Australia; photographs)

Australian Pratincole – 1, 
17/01/16, Nambeelup Settlement 
Ponds (Murray) – CN et al. 
(vagrant to south-western 
Australia; photographs)

Long-tailed Jaeger – 6, 23/01/16, 
BirdLife Western Australia Pelagic 
off Albany (Albany) – JG et al. 
* 1, 24/01/16, BirdLife Western 
Australia Pelagic off Albany 
(Albany) – JG et al. (rarely 
reported in Western Australian 
waters, but appear to be regular 
summer migrants offshore)

WHITE TERN – 1, early Feb 2016, 
Wedge island (Dandaragan) – 
AS et al. (vagrant to Western 
Australia)

Pied Butcherbird – 1, 24/03/16, 
Forrest Highway at Greenlands 
Road (Murray) – MN (rare visitor 
to the Swan Coastal Plain)

Eurasian Tree Sparrow – 1, 15-
17/03/16, Clifton Park area 
(Harvey) – RM et al. (vagrant to 
Australia; probably ship-assisted; 
photographs)

ARID ZONE

Nest Swiftlet sp. (probable Edible-
nest) – 1, 29/02/16, Barrow 
island (Ashburton) – SF (vagrant 
to Australia; subject to BARC 
acceptance)

Great Crested Grebe – 1, 
05/03/16, Chinaman Pool 
(Carnarvon) – LG (rarely reported 
in the arid zone)

Little Ringed Plover – 1, 23/01/16, 
airside sewage ponds (Port 
Hedland) – BRu (rare annual 
migrant to Australia)

Gallinago sp. Snipe – 2, at least 
one Swinhoe’s, 15/01-09/02/16, 
Chinaman Pool (Carnarvon) – LG 
(all Gallinago spp. rarely reported 
south of the Pilbara coast; 
photographs)

KiMBERLEY
Semipalmated Plover – 1, Feb – 

Mar 16, Broome sewage ponds 
(Broome) – BBO et al. (vagrant 
to Australia; photographs; 
records of this individual accepted 
by BARC)

EURASIAN CURLEW – 1, 30/03/16, 
Crab Creek (Broome) – AB 
(vagrant to Australia; records of 
this individual accepted by BARC)

Oriental Pratincole – 300,000+, 
11/02/16, 3-4 km section of 
Eighty Mile Beach (Broome) – 
AWSG (high count)

Shining Bronze-Cuckoo – 1, 
13/02/16, Broome Bird 
Observatory (Broome) – NJ 
(rarely reported in the Kimberley; 
photographs)

KAMCHATKA LEAF WARBLER – 1, 
14-15/02/16 & 19-24/02/16, 
Broome Bird Observatory 
(Broome) – NJ et al. (1st 
confirmed record for mainland 
Australia; subject to BARC 
acceptance; photographs; call 
and song recorded)

Red-rumped Swallow – 2+, 
10/02/16, One Tree, Crab 
Creek Road (Broome) – NJ 
(rare migrant to Kimberley; 
photographs)

Eastern Yellow Wagtail – 300+ 
including 4+ ssp. taivana, 
06/03/16, Roebuck Plains 
near Broome Bird Observatory 
(Broome) – JG, DMa et al. * 
50+, late 03/16, Broome sewage 
ponds (Broome) – BBO, AB et al. 
(high counts)

CHRiSTMAS iSLAND

HOUSE SWIFT – 1, Dec ’15, 
South Point Temple, RB et al. 
(vagrant to Australian territory; 
photographs; subject to BARC 
acceptance) 

Japanese Sparrowhawk – 1, late 
Nov ’16, near recreation centre 
– RB et al. (vagrant to Australian 

Observations, ctd

House Crow, Fremantle. Photo by 
Ken Glasson
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DOG BAN ON BEACHES

victoria’s Mornington Peninsula National Park has one of 
the highest concentrations of Hooded Plovers in eastern 
Australia, but the number of chicks that survive there has 
plummeted—in some years, only one chick fledges—and 
unleashed dogs on beaches are a major contributor.

Over four million visitors go to the Mornington Peninsula 
annually, and a recent review revealed most dog 
walkers broke the rules, despite signage and awareness 
campaigns.

After lobbying from BirdLife Australia, the victorian 
Government has now banned dogs from Mornington 
Peninsula NP, giving the region’s population of Hooded 
Plovers a chance to survive. BirdLife welcomes the 
announcement.

REGENT HONEYEATERS HAvE 
THEiR DAY iN COuRT

The NSW Land and Environment Court has found in 
favour of a challenge to the approval of a development 
which would have destroyed the habitat of the Critically 
Endangered Regent Honeyeater.

In the decision, it was recognised that the Cessnock City 
Council acted improperly in approving an application to 
develop a steel fabrication facility in Regent Honeyeater 
habitat in the Hunter Economic Zone (HEZ) in the Lower 
Hunter valley of NSW.

Having hosted one of the most significant known 
breeding events of Regent Honeyeaters in the last 
decade—approximately 20 nests and up to 100 
individuals—the HEZ is possibly the most important area 
of lowland forest for the species.

Observations, ctd

territory; photographs; subject to 
BARC acceptance)

RED-LEGGED CRAKE – 1, Feb ‘16, 
near casino – RB et al. (rare 
vagrant to Australian territory; 
photographs; subject to BARC 
acceptance)

COCOS (KEELiNG) 
ISLANDS
Watercock – 1, Feb ‘16, near 

airport, West island – RB et al. 
(vagrant to Australian territory; 
photographs; subject to BARC 
acceptance)

SLATY-BREASTED RAIL – 1, 
25/11/15, West island – RB 
et al. (1st record for Australian 
territory; photographs; subject to 
BARC acceptance)

RUDDY-BREASTED CRAKE – 1, 
20/04/16, airport, West island 
– GP (rare vagrant to Australian 
territory; subject to BARC 
acceptance)

CINNAMON BITTERN – 1, Feb 
‘16, near airport, West island – 
RB et al. (vagrant to Australian 
territory; photographs; subject to 
BARC acceptance)

Pomarine Jaeger – 1, Feb ‘16, West 
island – RB et al. (rarely reported 
from Cocos)

Whistling (Hodgson’s) Hawk-
cuckoo – 1, late Nov ’16, West 
island - RB et al. (vagrant to 
Australian territory; subject to 
BARC acceptance)

NARCISSUS FLYCATCHER – 1, 
02/16, Trannies Beach – RB et al. 
(vagrant to Australian territory; 
photographs; subject to BARC 
acceptance)

PALLAS’ GRASSHOPPER-
WARBLER – 1, 14-20/04/16, 
airport, West island – MB & 
GP (5th record for Australian 
territory; call recorded; subject to 
BARC acceptance)

OBSERVATIONS

AB = Adrian Boyle
AS = Alanna Smith
AWSG = Australasian Wader Studies 
Group
BBO = Broome Bird Observatory
BG = Bruce Greatwich
BP = Bob Patterson
BR = Bill Russell
BRu = Bill Rutherford
CN = Clive Nealon

CS = Claire Stevenson
DB = Damian Baxter
DM = Dan Mantle
DMa = David Marshall
GC = Gisella Cannon
GH = Greg Harewood
GP = Glen Pacey
GT = Gary Tate
GW = Gavin White
IP = Ian Pibworth
JD = John Darnell
JG = John Graff
JS = Jennie Stock
KG = Ken Glasson
LG = Les George
LN = Lochlan Newman
LP = Louis Purdy
MB = Mark Binns
ML = Maris Lauva
MN = Mark Newman
NJ = Nigel Jackett
PM = Peter Morris
PS = Phil Snow
RA = Robin Ashford
RB = Richard Baxter 
RM = Robert McLean
RP = Robyn Pickering
SF = Stewart Ford
SK = Steve Keeling
TW = Terry Wooltorton
WM = Wayne Merritt

Across the Nullarbor: News from National 
Office
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PARROTS BACK iN TOWN

Having now arrived back on the Australian mainland, 
records of Swift Parrots in southern Victoria have 
encouraged birdwatchers to venture into the forests to 
search for the Critically Endangered parrots to assist the 
Woodland Birds for Biodiversity program.

Although many Swift Parrots move to the box–ironbark 
forests of the inland slopes of the Great Dividing Range, 
some stay on the coastal side of the mountains, often in 
suburban or rural settings, feeding in flowering eucalypts 
in parks, roadsides and sometimes even street trees.

With their conservation status recently upgraded by 
the IUCN, knowing where the Swift Parrots are, what 
they are feeding on and what they are doing is vital to 
ensuring their survival.

SHOREBiRDS AND PLASTiC

The ingestion of plastics is  a major threat to birds in the 
marine environment and it is also an emerging threat to 
shorebirds.

According to Dr Eric Woehler, the Convenor of BirdLife 
Tasmania, “ingested microplastics and the absorbed 
chemicals associated with them are an unrecognised 
threat to resident and migratory shorebirds in Australia 
and elsewhere around the world.”

“We know full well of the complexity of the marine food 
web and we know from the work that’s been done on the 
invertebrate sampling… that many of the food species 
that are used by shorebirds in Australia have been shown 
to ingest plastic … so these [shore]birds will also be 
susceptible to ingesting the plastic through their food.”

Across the Nullarbor: News from National Office, ctd

CHAiR’S REPORT

BirdLife WA reports

As usual it seems like no time has passed at all since i 
last received a reminder from the editors of WABN that 
the Chair’s report was due. Also as usual, much has 
happened in that all too brief time. 

Our AGM in February saw the departure of Nic Dunlop 
and Graeme Wooller from the Executive Committee, 
while Jenny Sumpton and Blair Parsons have joined the 
team. Thanks to Nic and Graeme for their efforts. Nic was 
only on the Executive Committee for two years but that 
included a year as Chair and a year as vice-Chair, while 
Graeme was on the Executive Committee for about a 
decade and made valuable contributions throughout that 
time. He assures me he hasn’t finished with BWA yet!

Shortly before the AGM, BWA was placed in the 
interesting position of being approached by the 
Department of Parks and Wildlife to support a crisis 
workshop for the Western Ground Parrot, threatened 
by massive bushfires in the Cape Arid area. it isn’t 
often that a government agency makes a request for 
financial support from a conservation group managed by 
volunteers. We did lend them some support and National 
Office also chipped in, and the resulting workshop was 
stimulating, challenging and, hopefully, will set the 
bird on the right path. Results of the workshop are 
currently being written up, and include recommendations 
concerning the protection of existing populations, 
establishing additional populations, securing long-term 
support for recovery efforts, and optimising the value of 
the captive program.

Also on the conservation front, the state government’s 
‘Green Growth Plan’ for greater Perth has been out for 
public comment. A small committee of Tegan Douglas, 
Helen Bryant (our recently-appointed project manager), 
Ken Monson, Bob Patterson and Sam vine (National 

Office conservation manager) has been working on a 
response. Some of us met with Simon Taylor from the 
Department of Premier and Cabinet, and he also gave a 
presentation at the general meeting in March. This was 
much appreciated by the many members who attended. 
The ‘GGP’ is an enormously important plan for the future 
of Perth and all facets of biodiversity in our region (not 
just birds), and in early May, National Office helped us 
organise a public workshop that was attended by over 
100 people. unfortunately i was unable to attend due 
to work commitments but i’m told it went very well. 
Thanks to Margaret Quixley and Fiona Blandford from 
National Office for making the trek across the Nullarbor 
(it really is only a four hour flight). While the plan is 
something that Perth needs to address the unsustainable 
sprawl that has been a feature of the last few decades, 
our general feeling is that it needs some work which is 
what our submission is all about. The plan also highlights 
the need for a change in attitude among state and local 
government, and Perth residents, if Perth is to be the 
green and biodiverse city we would like.

What has become almost our flagship project, the 
Great Cocky Count, was successfully completed in April. 
Project Officer Adam Peck hit the ground running but 
with assistance from volunteers and office staff he made 
it over the line and results from over 700 participants 
are pouring in. The highlight was a flock of about 5,000 
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos in the Yanchep area.

in March, Shorebirds 2020 coordinator Bruce Greatwich 
ran a shorebird identification workshop in Port Hedland. 
This was supported by ‘Care for Hedland’, which is an 
initiative of the Shire of Hedland, and we hope that this 
will be the start of an active group in the area. it would 
be great if birdwatchers (especially those with shorebird 
identification skills) planning on passing through Hedland 
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Donations to BirdLife Western Australian Branch for 2015

Do you want to reduce your tax?
It’s that time of year again. 

That’s right, time to think about your tax.
Why not make a tax deductable donation to BirdLife WA before 30 June.

Your donation will be a valuable contribution to help save WA’s birds and will be used for one of our 
conservation projects. BirdLife WA needs your support.

With your help we can make BirdLife WA better.
Make your donation by:

Direct deposit: BirdLife WA, Westpac, Floreat 
BSB 036-063, Acc No 348770

(Enter donation and your name on the recipient’s bank statement, and then send an email to wa@
birdlife.org.au with your name, address, donation amount and date of payment, so we can send you your 

donation’s receipt.)
Post your cheque to BirdLife WA, 167 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat, WA 6014. 
Please include your address so we can send a donation’s receipt to you.

DONATIONS OVER  $1,000.00
DONOR PURPOSE
City of Nedlands Bird Guide $1,000.00
Dampier Salt Ltd Office Manager salary $15,000.00
Rio Tinto Iron Ore Office Manager salary $3,000.00
Pilbara iron Company Office Manager salary $2,000.00
Definition City of Perth art works $1,000.00
Stirling Range Retreat Guides and talks $5,173.45
Dept. of Parks and Wildlife, Merredin Nangeen Reserve surveys $1,200.00
Anonymous Support for Pelagic surveys $1,000.00
Anonymous For CBC Recovery $1,000.00
Antz inya Pantz Coffee Motion sensor cameras $1,928.00

$32,301.45
DONATIONS UNDER $1,000.00
Shire of Augusta Margaret River Bird Guide $200.00
Mike and Mandy Bamford Sale of books $185.00
Mt Pleasant Neighbourhood Project $300.00
Darlington Arts Festival Sales $141.50

$826.50
INDIVIDUAL ABF DONATIONS UNDER $1,000.00 $1,450.60
TOTAL OF UNSPECIFIED INDIVIDUAL DONATIONS
Individual through NO Black-cockatoo recovery $7,125.00
individual through Perth office $291.40

$7,416.40
                                          TOTAL $41,994.95

could contact the BWA office so we can put them in touch 
with the Hedland group. There aren’t many places i know 
of where you can see about 20 shorebird species within a 
10 minute drive of a good coffee shop.

At the end of May, Helen Bryant, Frank O’Connor and 
I will be attending the annual networking event in the 
National Office in Melbourne. This is a great opportunity 

to meet up with the National Office staff and the BirdLife 
‘family’ from across Australia. The National Office is a bit 
of a trek but our Perth office is not far away. Both are 
vibrant places where BA is trying to make a difference … 
aiming for a ‘bright future for Australia’s birds’.

Mike Bamford

BirdLife WA reports: Chair’s report, ctd
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Brief resumes
Dr Michael Bamford: Mike 
joined BirdLife Australia (then 
the RAOu) in 1979 during the 
first Atlas project, and has been 
an active member ever since. He 
was on the WA committee from 
1995 to 2011, was Chair of the 
WA Group from 2002 to 2005 and 
sat on national council from 2005 
to 2011.

Mike studied biology at Murdoch 
university from 1977-1980 and 
in 1986 completed his PhD on 
the impact of fire upon small 
vertebrates (including birds) 
in banksia woodland. upon 
completion of his PhD, he and his 
wife, Mandy, established a small 
business as consulting zoologists 
and environmental educators.

Mike’s vision for the organisation 
is for it to continue to expand 
as a body that is basically about 
conservation of birds and the Australian landscape, 
through supporting birdwatchers, encouraging research, 
engaging in conservation and raising the profile of birds 
in the wider community.

Mark Henryon: Mark’s childhood interest in birds 
became an active pastime when he lived and worked 
in Denmark (Europe). Mark has been a member of 
the executive committee for four years. He is also 
a member of BirdLife’s sub-committee for the Great 
Western Woodlands. Mark looks forward to continuing 
contributing to BirdLife Australia. When not engaged 
in BirdLife activities, Mark works as a geneticist for the 
Danish pig industry, spending about four months of each 
year in Denmark. 

Keith Lightbody: Keith started off with an interest in 
birds while growing up on a farm. During his studies 
to become a teacher he became a hang glider pilot so 
he could fly with the birds. in recent years he has used 
his computer and digital camera skills to photograph 
a wide range of bird behaviour. Keith works for the 
Department of Education and is involved in the design 
and construction or refurbishment of school buildings.

Suzanne Mather has been a member of Birds Australia 
since the early 1980s. She held the position of Chair 
of the Executive Committee, 2011-13. She has served 
on several committees and is currently a co-editor of 
Western Australian Bird Notes, co-ordinates the ongoing 
Rottnest shorebird and bushbird surveys and liaises 
with the project staff. Sue is passionate about the 
conservation of Australia’s native birds and sees BirdLife 
WA’s projects as playing an important role in this.

Dr Kathryn Napier: i have served on the Executive 
Committee for two years, and as Secretary for the last 

year. i am also a member of the BirdLife 
WA Research Sub-Committee, and 
contribute to the administration of the 
BWA Facebook page. My background is 
in scientific research, and i am currently 
employed at Murdoch university. i 
volunteer for citizen science bird banding 
and survey projects whenever i can.

Paul Netscher: i’ve been in the construction industry 
for 28 years in South Africa and Australia. Employed 
in a senior capacity, including being on the executive 
committee of a large multi-national construction company 
in South Africa, i have sound business, financial and 
management experience. Being interested in birds from 
childhood, i’ve been a member of BirdLife South Africa 
for 20 years and BirdLife Australia for four.

in a volunteer capacity i’m chairman of the council 
of owners for a 36 unit strata titled complex in Perth, 
and help with office duties at BirdLife. i'm semi-
retired, having written and published two construction 
management books last year and i’m currently writing 
two other books. i have the time and availability to help 
BirdLife WA.

Frank O’Connor has been on the BWA Committee 
since 2012 and previously from 2002 to 2009. He has 
revised the Chart of Accounts, developed the BWA budget 
and has specified a standard Chart of Account for all 
members of the BirdLife Australia network. Frank serves 
in a number of BWA activities, the Community Education 
Committee, BirdLife WA digital image library, and the 
Serventy House proposal.

Dr Blair Parsons: Blair has been involved in ecological 
research, management and consultancy across much of 
Western Australia. It was during his work with CSIRO on 

BirdLife WA reports, ctd

2016 ExECuTivE COMMiTTEE

2016 Executive (L-R): Sue Mather, Blair Parsons, Frank O’Connor, Paul Netscher, 
Mike Bamford, Keith Lightbody, Kathryn Napier, Jenny Sumpton, Sandra 
Wallace. Photo by Keith Lightbody
Mark Henryon is also on the EC (see photo below).
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landscape design for avifauna that Blair discovered his 
interest in birds. Following on from this, Blair completed 
a PhD focusing on the distribution, decline and habitat 
requirements of the threatened Malleefowl in the Western 
Australian wheatbelt.

Subsequent to his studies, Blair also worked with 
the Australian Wildlife Conservancy and also led an 
ecological consultancy in the conduct of biodiversity 
surveys, threatened species monitoring programmes, 
environmental impact assessments and biodiversity 
offsets.

Currently, Blair is the Director of Conservation for 
Greening Australia in WA. Blair is keen to explore how 
BirdLife Australia can partner with other like-minded 
organisations to achieve improved outcomes for the 
conservation of birds and their habitats.

Jennifer Sumpton: i was a silent member of BirdLife 
Australia for a number of years before going on my 
first campout to Mt Gibson in 2010 and that began my 
enthusiasm for birding. i have participated on a regular 
basis in many excursions and campouts since. i am 
a very keen photographer and contribute regularly to 
Western Australian Bird Notes. i assisted Matt Fossey and 

Sue Mather with the Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo Project 
coordinating with members to have BirdLife stalls at 
country shows to promote awareness and find roosting 
sites in areas thought to be appropriate. i believe i bring 
organisational skills, decision making skills, reliability, 
team work and passion to assist the BirdLife organisation. 
I have a B.Ed. and was a primary school teacher for over 
30 years.

Sandra Wallace is a keen birdwatcher and photographer 
and has been a member of BirdLife since 2011. She 
has served on the Executive Committee for the past 
two years. For the last four years she has been active 
in the BirdLife WA Photogroup, organising excursions 
for members, and in preparing slideshows and photo 
displays for BirdLife meetings, community events 
and library displays. She has organised the 2014 and 
2015 Phototwitch and has started a series of photo 
competitions for all BirdLife WA members. She has 
assisted each year in the production of the BirdLife 
WA calendars to raise funds for Australasian Bittern 
research. Sandra has a M.Sc. from uWA and worked first 
as a biochemist before teaching high school science and 
biological sciences.

WA BRANCH EvENTS

A successful South Coast Festival of Birds 
held in March
in March 2016, Green Skills and BirdLife WA ran the 
fourth South Coast Festival of Birds. Local residents and 
visitors to the south coast region were treated to an 
array of entertaining and educational community events 
showcasing the unique and beautiful bird fauna of the 
south coast of Western Australia.

With many interesting events, there was something 
to suit all ages and tastes. People joined in workshops 
focusing on the identification and conservation of local 
bird species, flying kites on the Albany foreshore, or 
participating in an informative range of bird walks, tours, 
talks, exhibits and exhibitions.

The Albany Town Hall hosted a stunning photographic 
exhibition, 'Birds of Gondwana Link', showcasing 
spectacular work by local photographers especially 
Dick Walker, who kindly donated the photographs for 
fundraising purposes. This exhibition ran from Wednesday 
9 to Thursday 17 March.

The symposium was the festival’s major event and 
was held at the Albany Town Hall on Friday 11 March. 
Following a Welcome to Country and Photographic 
Exhibition opening by local Minang elder Carol Pettersen, 
there were keynote presentations by uWA’s Professor 
Steve Hopper, Simon Cherriman of Insight Ornithology, 
and Emeritus Professor John Pate. These were followed 
by BirdLife’s Tegan Douglas discussing black-cockatoo 
conservation and Dr Nic Dunlop of the WA Conservation 
Council on seabirds. it was attended by about 45 people. 
(see photo, p47)

Simon Cherriman of insight Ornithology (http://
simoncherriman.com/Simon_Cherriman/Home.html) 
also ran two workshops on Thursday 10 March: 
Enhancing Bird Conservation Through Nest Boxes 
attended by 37 people at the Denmark Wetland 
Centre and Identifying and Locating WA Raptors. The 
appreciative 25 participants not only visited two Osprey 

Simon Cherriman of Insight Ornithology demonstrating 
nest box installation at the Denmark Wetland Centre 
on 10 March as part of the Festival activities. Photo by 
Basil Schur
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nest sites but were able to get close to three Ospreys at 
Wilson inlet in Denmark. BirdLife WA’s Tegan Douglas 
also presented at the Wetland Centre workshop on black-
cockatoo conservation.

Bird tours highlighting special bird habitat areas included 
a free two hour walk around Lake Seppings in Albany on 
Monday 7 March led by Anne Bondin, BirdLife‘s Albany 
branch monthly bird excursion to Morley Beach, Wilson 
inlet on Tuesday 8 March and the full day Gondwana 
LinkBird and Eco Restoration Field Trip to Gondwana Link 
sites near Boxwood Hill, the Yongernow Malleefowl Centre 
in Ongerup and Stirling Range Retreat.

The festival also included a free bird identification 
workshop run by members of BirdLife Australia’s Albany 
branch in nature reserves in the Albany area on Saturday 
12 and Sunday 13 March. Despite poor weather for some 
of the weekend, the workshops bravely went ahead.

The Albany Library hosted popular talks on Tuesday 
8 and Thursday 10 March. BirdLife Australia local 
members Anne Bondin and Brad Kneebone presented on 
Shorebirds—Journey to the Arctic, and BirdLife WA’s Anne 
Bondin and the Department of Parks and Wildlife’s Sarah 
Comer presented Threatened Birds of the South Coast 
Region.

BirdLife WA’s Rod Smith conducted a range of well 
received school-based education activities at local schools 
from Tuesday 8 to Friday 11 March.

Sunday 27 March saw renowned kite artists Michael and 
Jan Alvarez return to Albany for their fifth annual Kite 
Fiesta. This fun filled event aimed at families ran at the 
Anzac Peace Park event with over 110 kites made during 
the day.

The South Coast Festival of Birds was supported by 
Lotterywest, BirdLife WA, City of Albany, Conservation 
Council of WA, Green Skills, WA Department of Parks 
and Wildlife, WA Museum— Albany, Albany Bird Group, 
Bush Heritage Australia, Gondwana Link Ltd, Yongergnow 
Malleefowl Centre, South Coast NRM, Friends of the 
Western Ground Parrot and many other groups and 
individuals.

Full details of the Festival are available at www.
birdfestival.greenskills.org.au.

Basil Schur 
Green Skills, bschur@greenskills.org.au

WA BRANCH PROJECTS

Great Cocky Count
The Great Cocky Count was a great success again this 
year. Around 700 volunteers registered to survey 426 
roost sites. Bearing in mind that many people bring a 
friend along, this equates to over 3000 person hours. 
if you put a dollar figure on this, it is equivalent to a 
$100 000 contribution on a single day! What an incredible 
effort and thanks to all those involved. The birds turned 
up for many (but not all, alas) of our counters. The count 
set records on most fronts:

16 392 White-tailed Black-Cockatoos at 100 occupied 
roosts

1907 Forest Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos at 66 occupied 
roosts

(These numbers mean that we 
counted approximately 27% of all 
black-cockatoos in the south-west of 
Western Australia on a single night!)

4897 Carnaby’s at a single roost 
site!

This event was quite a spectacle 
for John Clarke, his wife Louise and 
first time counter Laura Parker. John 
had tracked the birds to this spot 
in the preceding days but didn’t 
expect this many. They counted 
from 4:00 pm to 6:15 pm at an 
open hill (Puppy Hill) as the birds 
flew from Yanchep National Park into 
the roost 4 km to the east of them. 

Laura puts it best: “What i witnessed in the 2016 GCC 
with fellow volunteers John and Louise Clarke was by all 
means a once in a lifetime experience. Our lookout spot 
had them flying directly above us almost within reach. 
The noise echoed long after and the extreme emotions 
of awe, amazement and joy for these beautiful birds will 
last forever. i am so grateful that i have been able to 
just ‘pop’ down the road and share these birds in great 
numbers with my children. Sadly, the awesome display 
we experienced on Sunday has not been replicated and 
the cockies are now more chilled and spread out over 
a greater distance. it’s as if they knew that we needed 
them to parade and be counted on that particular 
evening. Thank you for giving me the opportunity to do 
a small part for a great cause. i will definitely be part of 

the Great Count next year, in hope 
that I will again see the sky blacken 
with cockatoos as they fly over in 
their flocks by the 100s”.

We named this the ‘mega roost’ 
and it tops the previous GCC 
high of 1532 birds. We think the 
clearing and bush fires of the last 
two years may have contributed to 
a concentration of Carnaby’s into 
this spot as good quality roosting 
habitat has dwindled. Statistical 
analysis is up next and should help 
us to tease out what is happening. 
Watch this space.

Adam Peck
John Clarke, 9:30 am on 4 April with 
the ‘mega’ survey form and his forestry 
maps. Photo by Adam Peck
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Shorebirds 2020 Program update
it's been a busy few months for the Shorebirds 2020 
Program. The summer count was carried out in February 
when 200 volunteers from Esperance to Broome headed 
out to count shorebirds and do their bit for shorebird 
conservation. Projects such as S2020 and the Great 
Cocky Count demonstrate people power and the strength 
of citizen science. These projects would not be possible 
without all the dedicated volunteers; your contribution is 
not underestimated, thanks again!

Based on feedback from regional count coordinators, 
shorebird numbers generally appeared average or lower 
than previous counts, — a worrying trend and one that is 
consistent with the latest East Asian-Australasian Flyway 
population estimates. The data collected from the S2020 
Program has been critical in contributing to the latest 
population estimates, demonstrating the importance of 
the S2020 Program.

As is becoming customary on the S2020 summer count, 
with so many people out birding, a few particularly 
notable sightings were made: a Ruff was recorded at 
Kogolup Lake, two Swinhoe's Snipe in Carnarvon, a 
Latham's Snipe at Bibra Lake, a stunning White Tern at 
Wedge island and perhaps the most unusual (although 
not a shorebird) was a Eurasian Hobby at South Lake. 
This year also saw the addition of monitoring sites at 
Leschenault estuary and Karratha for the first time.

More recently, a two day shorebird workshop was held 
in Port Hedland in conjunction with the Care for Hedland 
Environmental Association. Around ten Port Hedland 
locals took part over the two days, with presentations 
about shorebird ecology and identification along with 
field identification completed. Workshop attendees were 
surprised and impressed with the number and diversity 
of species right on their doorstep. Discussions are now 
in place with Care for Hedland to implement an ongoing 

monitoring program, to complement their already 
existing conservation programs. Thanks again to the 
Care for Hedland team for their support for the shorebird 
workshop. For more information on the Care for Hedland 
Environmental Association and their programs, see their 
website http://www.careforhedland.org.au/ or contact 
Coordinator Melissa Wood on 0488 907 260 or email at 
coordinator@careforhedland.org.au.

During May, a one and a half day workshop was held with 
the Swan River Trust River Guardians. This workshop 
was aimed at training River Guardians in shorebird 
identification and raising awareness on the conservation 
challenges facing shorebirds on the Swan and Canning 
Rivers.

Finally, BirdLife Australia WA and the Shorebirds 2020 
Program are working with the Friends of Lake McLarty 
Group and other relevant stakeholders on actions to 
improve the status of Lake McLarty. The decline in 
shorebird utilisation of Lake McLarty has become notable, 
with species numbers and diversity well down on previous 
years. it appears water level decline is the major factor 
for this drop in shorebird numbers. Funding is currently 
being sought to undertake a hydrological study for 
the lake. it is hoped this study will result in a better 
understanding of water level issues and identify actions 
that can be implemented to improve shorebird habitat 
and hopefully return Lake McLarty back to its former 
glory as the premier freshwater lake of the south-west 
for shorebirds.

For more information regarding the Shorebirds 2020 
Program please see the website http://birdlife.org.au/
projects/shorebirds-2020 or contact state coordinator 
Bruce Greatwich at shorebirds.wa@birdlife.org.au.

Bruce Greatwich 
Shorebirds 2020 WA Coordinator

Participants at the Port Hedland shorebirds workshop (above) honing their shorebird identification skills and 
(below) out in the field. Photos by Melissa Wood (see also p47)
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Naming of birds
MALuRiDAE—FAiRY-WRENS, EMu 
WRENS AND GRASS WRENS

The name ‘wren’ was used by early settlers as these 
beautiful, little birds no doubt reminded them of the 
totally different wrens of home. various names were 
used, for example, wren, warbler, wren warbler, fairy 
warbler and others. Finally in 1978 the RAOu settled on 
the name fairy-wren for the genus Malurus.

Splendid Fairy-wren – Malurus splendens. Vieillot, 
who first described this genus, stated that he derived the 
name from the Greek malos, delicate, and oura, tail. The 
specific name splendens (Latin) translates as brilliant and 
shining, or splendid. 'Brilliant delicate tail.' Other early 
names include Splendid Blue Wren, Splendid Warbler, 
Banded Wren and Wren-warbler.

Purple-crowned Fairy-wren – Malurus coronatus. 
Coronatus translates as ‘crown’ – the top of this bird’s 
head being a startling lilac purple with a dark spot in the 
middle. ‘Crowned delicate tail.’ Other common names 
used are Mauve-crowned wren, Purple-crowned Wren-
warbler and Crowned Wren.

Red-backed Fairy-wren – Malurus melanocephalus. 
The specific name comes from Greek melas, black, and 
kephale meaning head. ‘Black-headed delicate tail’. 
The most striking feature of this bird must surely be 
the dazzling crimson colour of the back, so it is hard 
to see why Latham, when he named it in 1902, would 
have called it black-headed. The 
current name is far more apt. 
Other names used have included 
Scarlet-backed Warbler and 
Crimson-backed Superb Warbler.

White-winged Fairy-wren 
– Malurus leucopterus. This 
nomenclature comes straight 
from Greek leukos, white, and 
pteron, wing. 'White-winged 
delicate tail’. Other names used 
in the past include White-backed 
Wren (why – when it is the wings 
that are white?), Blue-and-white 
Wren and Black-and-white Wren-
warbler which is a fair description 
of the black and white subspecies 
to be found on Dirk Hartog and 
Barrow Islands.

Variegated Fairy-wren – Malurus lamberti. A.B. 
Lambert was a botanist and a member of the Linnean 
Society, as were his contemporaries vigors and Horsfield 
who named this bird. Presumably they named it to 
honour Lambert. ‘Lambert’s delicate tail’. Five subspecies 
of the variegated Fairy-wren occur in WA, and numerous 
common names have been used. For example, Purple-
backed Wren-warbler, Fairy-warbler, Lavender-flanked 
Warbler and Lambert’s Warbler, plus a number of other 
names. The name variegated Fairy-wren has simplified 
things considerably.

Blue-breasted Fairy-wren – Malurus pulcherrimus. 
The specific name comes from Latin pulcher, beautiful, 

with the added suffix –rimus, being the superlative. ‘most 
beautiful delicate tail’.

Red-winged Fairy-wren – Malurus elegans. Named 
directly from Latin – elegans meaning elegant or fine. To 
be pedantically correct the current English named should 
be Red-shouldered Fairy-wren! Gould named this bird in 
1837. Early names used by the settlers and later arrivals 
include all the combinations used in the preceding 
species, as well as Graceful Wren and Elegant Blue Wren.

Southern Emu-wren – Stipiturus malachurus. The 
‘soft-tailed stick-tail’. The Latin word stipes means post or 
branch, or, with a bit of literary licence, a bunch of twigs. 
Lesson, when he named the bird in 1831, thought that 
the tail of an emu-wren looked like stiffened twiglets. The 
suffix –urus has its roots in Greek oura, tail. The specific 
name malachurus is derived from Greek malakos, soft 
and oura, tail.

Rufous-crowned Emu-wren - Stipiturus ruficeps. 
The specific name again comes from Latin – rufus. Rufus 
is a common personal or nickname given to Romans who 
have red hair. The –ceps portion of the name comes from 
Latin caput, head. Hence ‘red-headed stick-tail’. Both 
male and female Rufous-crowned Emu-wrens have very 
rusty rufous crowns.

Striated Grass-wren – Amytornis striatus. 
Ornithologist and naturalist R. Lesson decided on the 
name Amytis for this genus, but as it was already in use, 
Steyneger, who finally described the bird, modified it 

by adding the -ornis part which 
means bird in Greek. Lesson said 
that the name Amytis was a ‘nom 
mythologique’. There are two 
women named Amytis in ancient 
Persian tales — one of whom is 
described as the most beautiful 
and licentious woman in Asia! it 
is unclear what the connection 
is with the grass-wrens! Striatus 
comes from Latin meaning 
streaked. All the grass-wrens 
are in fact heavily streaked. 
‘Streaked Amytis bird’.

Thick-billed Grass-wren – 
Amytornis textilis. Textilis 
is Latin for woven or braided. 
Dumont in 1824 considered that 
the small rufous and white marks 
on head, breast and back gave 

the impression of being braided. ‘Braided Amytis bird’.

Dusky Grass-wren – Amytornis purnelli. ‘Purnell’s 
Amytis bird’. Purnell was a naturalist and a member of 
the RAOU.

Black Grass-wren – Amytornis housei. Named 
for F.M. House, a doctor who was a naturalist in a 
Government exploring party in 1901 when he found this 
bird in northern WA. ‘House’s Amytis bird’. The darkest of 
all the grass-wrens.

Monticola

Red-winged Fairy-wren, Pemberton 
campout, January 2016. Photo by Alan 
Watson
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DOuBLE-BANDED PLOvER iN 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

The Double-banded Plover, Charadrius bicinctus, breeds 
only in New Zealand and has an unusual migration 
pattern in that about a third of the population migrates 
to Australia. Banding has shown that only the birds that 
breed in the centre of New Zealand’s South island move 
across the Tasman Sea to Eastern Australia, although 
some travel as far as Western Australia (Minton 2006). 
Most departures to Australia occur 
from early February through to 
April, returning to the breeding 
grounds mostly in August and early 
September (Marchant and Higgins 
1993).

The main wintering sites for the 
Double-banded Plover are located 
in victoria and Tasmania although 
they venture into southern 
Queensland and the eastern parts 
of South Australia. Sightings are 
generally rare in Western Australia 
and scarcer further west. The 
beaches of the Great Australian 
Bight at the Eyre Bird Observatory 
provide the only regular sightings 
of the species in Western Australia. 
Here this species is an annual 

visitor, recorded in small numbers during beach surveys 
(Figs. 1 and 2). The maximum number sighted in recent 
years has been seven birds reported on 5 June 1983 
(Table 1). The peak period for sightings at Eyre Bird 
Observatory is from April to August, although sightings 
have been recorded from January to November (de 
Rebeira and de Rebeira 2005).

The only other location in Western Australia that Double-
banded Plover sightings regularly come from is East 
Jerdacuttup Lake, about 20 km east of Hopetoun. John 
Tucker reported that the Double-banded Plover is an 

annual visitor and has been seen 
there every year since June 2011, 
arriving from mid to late June and 
leaving towards the end of August. 
There are usually two or three 
birds present. They have not been 
seen on any of the other lakes in 
nearby reserves.

A fair percentage of Double-banded 
Plovers are still showing partial 
breeding plumage when they are 
seen in Western Australia, which 
makes identification a bit easier. 
in non-breeding plumage this bird 
can be overlooked, though even 
in winter plumage faint vestiges 
of the double band can often be 
seen at the sides of the breast. 
Juveniles have a long and clear 

Double-banded Plover, taken on 22 June 
2013 at Pingrup. Photo by Steve Elson

Members’ contributions

Figure 1. Maximum monthly counts of Double-banded Plovers at Eyre Bird Observatory for 1988 and from 
1990 to 1995.
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Figure 2. Maximum monthly counts of Double-banded Plovers at Eyre Bird Observatory from 2007 to 
2013.

Table 1. Double-banded Plover records from Western Australia. Sources include Ford (1967), Eyre Bird 
Observatory (1996, 2003), WABN, and personal communications from observers.

South-West coast Year Mth No. Shire
Eyre Bird Observatory 1983 Jun 7 Dundas
Point Malcolm 1906 Jun 3 Esperance
Lake Mortijinup 2013 Mar 1 Esperance
Stokes Inlet 1984 April 1 Esperance
East Jerdacuttup Lake 2011 June 2 to 3 Ravensthorpe
Wellstead Estuary 2015 Mar 2 Jerramungup
Oyster Harbour 1906 Jun 1 Albany
Oyster Harbour 1907 May 2 Albany
Wilson Inlet 1910 Mar 2 Denmark
Blackwood River estuary 2013 Apr 1 Augusta - Margaret River
Pingrup 2013 Jun 1 Kent

West coast locations Year Mth No. Shire
Lake Preston 2015 Jul/Aug 1 Waroona
Lake McLarty 2004 May/Jun 1 Murray
Lake McLarty 2006 Apr/Jul 1 Murray
Penguin Island 1940 Aug 1 Rockingham
Forrestdale Lake 1994 Apr 1 Armadale, Perth
Woodman Point 1993 Oct 1 Cockburn
Pelican Point 1947 May 1 Nedlands, Perth
Leeman Salt Lake 1964 Mar 1 Coorow
Lake Guraga 1987 Jul 1 Dandaragan
Point Moore Beach 2012 Jun 1 Greenough
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buff supercilium (eye brow). Double-banded Plovers have 
a far more upright stance than other smaller plovers 
(Hayman et al. 1991), which also assists in identification.

The distribution of the Double-banded Plover in Western 
Australia is mainly confined to south coastal beaches and 
near coastal lakes, with a few sightings from the Swan 
Coastal Plain, including at Lake Preston and Lake McLarty 
(Table 1). There is only one inland record, which is from 
Pingrup, about 110 km from the coast. A few sightings 
come from the western coast line.

At Lake McLarty Double-banded Plovers have been 
sighted from March to July, a period covering five 
months, in the years 2004, 2006, 2009 and 2014. A 
Double-banded Plover was first seen at Lake McLarty on 
24 April 2006, present over two months.

Most reports come from south of Perth and very few 
extend to the north of Perth, as Table 1 shows.

How far north along the West Australian coastline do 
Double-banded Plovers migrate? it would seem that they 
do not go further north than Geraldton and rarely at that. 
There is mention in the first Atlas of Australian Birds 
(Blakers et al. 1984) that West Wallabi island is the most 
northern locality of any sightings. West Wallabi is part of 
the Houtman Abrolhos islands off Geraldton. There is also 
a sighting from Geraldton (see Table 1).

Acknowledgement

i wish to thank the Eyre Bird Observatory for making 
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Marcus Singor

MALLEEFOWL BREEDiNG SuCCESS 
AT YONGERGNOW!

Our adult Malleefowl, Happy (male) and Rhea (female) 
bred for the first time this past season. Both birds 
hatched from eggs collected in the wild in summer 2010 
as part of our very first captive breeding project, and 
are not related. Happy and Rhea had built a mound last 
season, but Rhea did not lay any eggs.

When we first observed the birds getting serious about 
their mound this season (May/June 2015), we decided to 
supply additional leaf litter to their 36 m by 36 m natural 
bush aviary, but to otherwise let any possible breeding 
happen as naturally as possible. We were thrilled when 
in late November last year the first chick was observed 
in the aviary! Between December and February, another 
seven chicks hatched naturally.

Since we had some major reconstruction work on Happy 
and Rhea’s aviary planned for this March, and had to 
shift all birds out of the aviary, we started examining the 
mound on a weekly basis in early February to ensure that 
Rhea had finished laying by the time we re-settled the 
birds into their new temporary homes.

Rhea had finished laying in mid-February, and we 
removed all remaining eggs from the mound. We were 
amazed to find a total of 24 unhatched eggs still in 
the mound! We candled those eggs, but apart from 
four which we transferred to an incubator, they were 
either unfertilised or 
otherwise not viable 
(“miscarried”, as we 
called it). This is in 
addition to the eight 
chicks, a skeleton of a 
chick we found in the 
aviary and remains 
of a chick which had 
died inside the mound 
— adding up to a total 
of 34 eggs Rhea had 
lain in her first active 
breeding year!

At the time of writing, 
two of the incubated 
eggs have hatched, 
one “miscarried”, 
and one is still being 
incubated. This 
means that Happy 
and Rhea have 10 or 
11 surviving chicks 
(depending on the 
development of the 
unhatched egg) out 
of 34 eggs. We’re 
very pleased with 
this result, and look 
forward to releasing 
the majority of our 
first “babies” into the 
wild. We believe this 

Above: “Happy” covering the 
egg, Yongergnow, Ongerup. 
Photo by Vicky Bilney
Below: “Spud”, Yongergnow, 
Ongerup. Photo by Danielle 
Fuller
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may well have been the first time that Malleefowl has 
successfully bred in captivity in Western Australia.

The whole project would not have been possible without 
the incessant help of many volunteers; a special thank 
you goes to Sandy vaux, Jane Campbell, Rebecca Brady 
and Emma Reid for their help and dedication, to Stephen 
Davies for being there when needed and to Dani Fuller 
for her wonderful photos.

For more information, please contact vicky Bilney on 
visitor@yongergnow.com.au or ring 08 9828 2325.

Vicky Bilney

Editors’ note: vicki may well be correct in saying that 
this may be the first time that the Malleefowl has been 
bred in Western Australia. It is interesting to note, 
however, that another Western Australian, Bruce Leake, 
a farmer in the wheatbelt, was the first to successfully 
raise Malleefowl chicks following incubation of eggs in an 
artificial mound (Ashby 1929).
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CuCKOOS

I was interested to read  the 
item on cuckoos in WABN 
157,  page 26, reminding 
me of my own experience of 
Shining Bronze-Cuckoos. On 
one occasion there were two 
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo eggs 
in a Yellow-rumped Thornbill’s 
nest and no thornbill eggs in 
the nest. This was in the 1960s 
in the Waterloo region outside 
Bunbury. I did not check on the 
outcome to see whether or not 
the thornbill had reared two 
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo young. 
It would have been a struggle 
for them.

Another story on cuckoos was 
one of a Singing Honeyeater 
raising a Pallid Cuckoo. The 
honeyeater seemed pretty 
harassed which is a marvellous 
irony as i have observed them 
harassing other birds (eg, Willie 
Wagtail). These pictures were 
taken in 2012 near Collie Bridge 
in Australind.

Don Carlson

SHEARWATERS AT PEEL iNLET?

Craig Lester (Observations 157:12) recorded a Wedge-
tailed Shearwater at Nairns, near Mandurah. Mr Lionel 
Renfrey, a former professional fisherman there, informed 
me that sometimes black “seabirds” could be seen 
sweeping over the Peel inlet. in view of Craig’s find in 
November 2015, it is probable that the birds observed by 
Mr Renfrey were also ‘wedge-tails’. The species closely 
approaches the coast when the fishermen are fishing for 
Whitebait, and sweeps through the gulls and terns that 
are also attracted.

Mr Renfrey also told me that a ‘seabird’ sometimes 
perched on fishermen’s buoys in the ocean. This had me 
completely tricked until one day i saw one of the birds 
myself. it was a Bridled Tern which is otherwise almost 
invisible at sea.

Robert Stranger

TuRN OFF THAT LiGHT— 
ELECTRICITy COSTS A FORTUNE

A match scrapes. A candle stub is lit. The flickering light 
reveals four slightly gaunt ‘executives’.

What are we to do?

We must get more dollars.

That’s all very well, but how?

Don’t know. We have tried most 
things. We are against coal, 
casinos, high-rise, bushfires 
and bush clearing. In fact we 
ought to be against people.

No good that. We want people, 
those with money that is.

Why are we not against wind-
farms? They are among the 
most efficient bird killers.

That’s politics with discussion 
forbidden. We need more 
members.

What good will that do? Every 
member has to be written to, 
enrolled and cajoled and gets 
a glossy magazine several 
times a year. The costs of the 
magazine alone uses up the 
subscription.

We need economy of scale.

Good phrase. What is it?

The more persons over whom 
expenditure is spread, the 
lower the unit cost.

Singing Honeyeater raising a Pallid Cuckoo, 
Collie Bridge, Australind. Photo by Don Carlson



Page 24 Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 158 June 2016

Members’ contributions, ctd

Have you been reading management books?

it sounds modern, up to date. it should appeal to the sci-
fliers. And they need to be convinced.

Concentrate. We need more members.

As i said we have tried most things.

Why don’t we make the whole thing more appealing? 
Have a slogan. Join, contribute, make a difference, it is 
easy and good fun to do.

We can make it easy to join, but how about the rest?

Well, remember that sci-flier stuff recently. You know 
where every bird ever seen, extinct or not, for the last 
thousand years or something is listed in an extinct 
language as well as Australian? The one where they did 
not know whether a bird was on or in Australia.

Oh yes, a fine contribution to total obscurity.

We have to get away from all that. it is all speculation 
anyway. Hear this: “The lack of a cohesive phylogenetic 
arrangement means that any taxonomic sequence can 
only be regarded as an estimate of relationships, with 
the certain expectation that it will require ongoing 
modification”. it is on page 45. Then there is more 
about tentative and uncertain, not to mention DNA-DNA 
hybridisation and DNA sequences of mitochondrial genes. 
it means nothing to anyone.

Why are they all doing it then?

it sounds good. You get a superior feeling when you 
spout that stuff. And of course, if they were not in the 
ivory tower they might have to venture into the field. Get 
their feet wet, mud, rain, wind. Not likely. Close the door 
of the tower and produce sentences like “All other groups 
examined were schizocerate”— also on page 45.

They sound schizophrenic to me. That’s their trouble, out 
of touch, probably out of mind.

This is not getting us more members.

All this obscure stuff simply puts off people. We want a 
new approach.

Then what we should do is make it easy, as i said earlier.

What?

We should start by having a bird list that never changes. 
Have you ever looked at an old list to find a bird missing? 
Then you find it several places different and with a 
different name. it enrages.

Can’t have that. So, first a permanent list.

What about the sci-fliers?

You put the scientific list at the end — loose leaf to allow 
for their erratic bursts of ‘creativity’.

Good scheme. We could group the birds in a sensible 
way. Why should Silvereyes be placed near the end, far 
from the birds with which they are usually seen? And 
Clamorous Reed-Warblers, always around swamps and 
the like are equally far from the birds of swamp and 
water.

it is the influence of the ivory tower. Demonstrates their 
credentials and superiority to ordinary mortals.

Shut up.

And no change of common name to “conform to …
international usage” (page 10). Do you think the 
Russians change the names of their birds because some 
geek in uSA thinks it ought to happen?

Agreed.

Grouping of birds by habitat and or type — say raptor, 
water, shore, etc. The present arrangement of seabirds in 
two parts (most of which are never seen unless you get 
to the edge of the Continental Shelf) is a good example 
of the science madness, but it is our chance to make it 
easier for all.

And have a rarity section to please those who spend a 
fortune to reach distant reefs and see a new bird. Did you 
see the monstrous list in the last issue? Why does no-
one go to parts of the country that are rarely visited and 
record there? Like almost anywhere in the Murchison.

Twitch. Most of them have inadequate knowledge of  the 
birds in their local park.

We have the idea. We do not have to determine every 
detail now. And the candle is low. We shall offer a new, 
clean approach, determine an unchanging record list 
(‘taxo’ stuff at the rear), keep common names, group by 
habitat — even if repetition occurs. it is an exciting idea 
that should enable us to attract more members and get 
that scale economy stuff which will appeal to everyone.

A week later.

How did it go?

it didn’t. We made a good and exciting presentation, 
though. There were a few early murmurs of approval but 
then one of the sci-fliers muttered about loss of expertise 
or authority and then one said it could mean he would 
need to learn to recognise a bird in the field. That did it. 
The gasps of horror were muted, but you should have 
seen their faces. It is all over.

Be careful on the stairs when i put out the candle.

Bruce Buchanan
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Crossword No. 27
CLUESby Pam Agar

See page 45 for Answers

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10 11

12 13 14 15

16 17

18

19 20

21 22

23

24

25

Across

1. Useful bill measurement to identify seabirds.
4. To construct.
7. At risk.
8. Egg shape.
9. Large raptor of NW of WA.
11. Employed.
12. Amusing to watch.
14. Caused by gulls in nesting colonies.
16. Reddish.
18. Very uncommon species.
19. Sustenance.
23. Whistling duck species.
24.	 May	be	surprising	how	far	you	did	this,	to	find	birds.
25. Type of law needed to protect wildlife.

Down

2. Enjoying the company of others.
3. Alternative reason for record.
4. Introduced species, common in Sydney.
5. Impressive movement of a tern.
6. Ocean going
10. May breed & raise rare species.
12. Diving bird of the coast and inland.
13. Opposite to soft.
14. Genus name of Shy Heathwren.
15. You may be asked to do this for unusual records.
17. Cross-bred.
20 May contain food for a ground-dweller.
21. Coastal bird, also along Swan Estuary.
22. Pigeons may prefer berries this way.
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BIRDWATCHER’S CODE OF ETHICS
BirdLife Western Australia, 2016

BirdLife WA seeks to ensure that all birding 
excursions and activities are conducted with 
minimal disturbance to the birds, their habitat, 
and other birdwatchers. Generally, much of this is 
common sense, but the following guidelines will 
assist in knowing what is acceptable. More detail is 
available in the BirdLife Australia references listed at 
the end of this article.

1. Call playback

The use of call playback is not encouraged. Call 
playback should not be used as a routine method 
of attracting birds and should not be used at all 
during the nesting season when birds may be called 
off incubation duties, or even abandon the nest 
altogether. This is particularly important in areas 
of high visitation by birders where call playback by 
other birders may well have occurred in the recent 
past.

2. Photography

While the use of high quality bird photography 
is one of the outstanding features of Western 
Australian Bird Notes, we do not wish to publish 
photographs where the welfare of the bird has 
been disregarded in the pursuit of the perfect 
shot. We ask that all photographic contributors 
take into consideration how their activities impact 
upon the birds they are trying to photograph. The 
aim should be to minimise any disturbance to the 
birds, including minimal use of call playback or flash 
photography.

Generally, it is fairly obvious when a bird is being 
pushed too hard or distressed by the activity of 
humans. However, much bird behaviour is quite 
nuanced, and it is only with experience that one can 
interpret what it means. The best thing you can do 
for the welfare of the birds you are photographing—
and the more successful you will be in getting great 
shots—is to get to know their habits in their natural 
surrounds.

3. Nesting birds

As a general rule, Western Australian Bird Notes 
will not publish photographs of nesting birds unless 
there is an important reason for doing so. Adult 
birds, eggs and dependant young are at their most 
vulnerable to disturbance and predation during the 
nesting process, so extra precaution must be taken. 

Western Australian Bird Notes will publish nesting 
shots (or shots of chicks that haven’t fledged) only 
when assurances are given that the birds were in 
no way jeopardised by the specific activity of the 
photographer in getting those images.

4. vegetation damage

No activity, whether it be an excursion or a 
photograph, is worth damaging the environment 
where a bird lives. Removing vegetation to better 
frame a shot, or trampling sensitive vegetation in 
order to get closer to a bird, is not acceptable.

5. Flushing birds

While any interaction with birds runs the risk that 
they will occasionally startle and fly off, what is 
unacceptable is the deliberate flushing of birds in 
order to get a good shot of the underwing or other 
part of the bird not usually seen.

6. Permission to access property

Please, always seek permission before entering 
property to view or to photograph birds. 
Disregarding this can jeopardise future access by 
yourself, BirdLife, or other legitimate researchers. 
On the upside, it is highly likely that the property 
owner will be able to provide information on the 
best places to find the birds.

References

Australian Birdlife Photographers’ Code of Ethics. 
Available at http://www.birdlife.org.au/documents/
MAGcodeofethics.pdf

BirdLife Australia (2012) Ethical birding guidelines. 
Available at http://www.birdlife.org.au/
documents/POL-Ethical-Birding-Guidelines.
pdf

Notices
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Notices, ctd

COMMUNITY EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
WINTER BIRD CLASSES 
JULY 9th & 10th 2016

The BirdLife WA Community Education Committee 
is holding a weekend of Winter Bird Classes at 
the WA ECO CENTRE, 167 Perry Lakes Drive, 
Floreat, WA 6014.

Presenters: John Blyth, Frank O’Connor, Rod Smith 
and Brice Wells

Sat – July 9th  Introduction to Birding (for 
those new to the wonderful 
world of birdwatching)

Sun – July 10th  Bird Identification: Raptors, 
“Little Brown Birds” and 
Parrots

REGISTRATION: 8.45am

CLASS: 9.00am – 12.30pm – morning 
tea provided

COST: $15 per day, to be paid on 
the day.

To reserve a place: phone the BirdLife Western 
Australia office on 9383 7749 during office 
hours, Mon-Fri 9.30am – 12.30pm or email: wa@
birdlife.org.au.  State your name, a contact 
number, email address and the sessions you wish 
to attend.

These classes are open to all and no previous bird 
watching experience is necessary!

Australian Naturalists Network 
Get Together

Hi Fellow Naturalists

There are places still available on the following:

•	 Australian Naturalists Network (ANN) Get Together 
at Woodmans Point, Saturday October 1 to Monday 
October 10

•	 Northern Pre-tour, September 24 to 30.

•	 Southern Post-tour, October 10 to 16 and

•	 Post tour to the Abrolhos Islands, October 14 – 19

These events are a part of the Australian Naturalists 
Network (ANN) 2016 hosted by the WA Naturalists’ Club and 
are open to everybody with an interest in nature. Members 
are welcome to take any tour without participating in the 
ANN.

Full details of all the tours along with the application 
forms can be found on the Club website at http://www.
wanaturalists.org.au/ann-2016

Enrolment

Please calculate your total owing: this will vary on your 
choice of accommodation and tours. The deposit is 30% of 
that total.

Please note: an Enrolment form should be completed for 
each participant.

Payment

Details of payment procedures appear on page 6 of the 
Circular ANN16 (you can download this at http://www.
wanaturalists.org.au/ann-2016)

Participants will be enrolled in the order the deposits are 
received.

Enquiries

If you have any questions please email the Committee 
Secretary, Margaret Larke, mlarke@iinet.net.au, or phone 
the	WA	Naturalists’	Club‘s	office:	(08)	9228	2495.

Margaret Larke 
Secretary, ANN Organising Committee

The following WA people joined BirdLife Australia 
during the period 5 February – 27 April:

        J Amin, L Amin, N Amin, T Amin, N Barker, 
B Barnett, P Borbely, G Bovill, I Burgess, F Caldwell, 
v Carpenter, L K Chung, J Clark, i Cochrane, 
M Collins, T Collinson, E Cook, R Coupe, L Darlington, 
R Darlington, K Doepel, T English, R Fenny, F Frank, 
S Frank, M George, A Gilkes, F Gooding, G Greville, 
J Greville, K Hames, H Hardisty, P Hardisty, C Harland, 
P Higgins, S Higgins, R Jolly, L Kola, C Lau, N Leslie, 
C Li, M Lillico, J Lloyd-Smith, D Macey, K Macey, 
D Marshall, S Morgan, D Pittson, D Pittson, J Pittson, 
J Pittson, J Pope, B Reaveley, C Reaveley, D Reudavey, 
F Ruoss, S Stapleton, A Steenhuizen, B Thomson, 
P Thomson, A Tjoeng, A Todd, D Trigwell, R Turner, 
T Wooltorton and K Wynne

New WA members
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Country branches
ALBANY BRANCH

Excursion reports

9 February outing, – Lake Powell / Torbay

We started our outing at the Lake Powell bird hide. Due 
to recent rains, the number of waterbird species was 
much lower than one would expect in the middle of 
summer. We encountered some Australasian Shovelers, 
but the hoped-for Pink-eared Ducks were absent. The 
Hoary-headed Grebe was easily the most numerous 
species on the lake.

We continued on to Manarup Lagoon, which is fairly 
inaccessible, requiring either access to a 4WD or a walk 
on sandy tracks. Most of the land surrounding the lake 
is private property and therefore off limits. We saw 
numerous swans and cormorants as well as some distant 
Black-winged Stilts. At Torbay Hall, we enjoyed a wide 
variety of bushbirds including a Red-eared Firetail at 
a nest, a Western White-naped (Gilbert's) Honeyeater 
feeding a recently fledged young as well as White-
breasted Robin and Red-winged Fairy-wren.

8 March outing, Wilson Inlet

This year, the water levels at Wilson inlet were much 
lower, exposing mudflats for migratory shorebirds to 
feed on. Thousands of Red-necked Stints were present, 
a few of them already starting to change into breeding 
plumage. We deemed ourselves lucky seeing a small 
number of the now critically endangered Curlew 
Sandpiper, which has almost disappeared from the South 
Coast in recent years. Other shorebirds included Red-
capped Plover, Sharp-tailed Sandpiper and Common 
Greenshank. A large flock of Red-necked Avocets was 
also a delight to observe.

At the eastern end of the inlet, we came across quite 
a large number of Yellow-billed Spoonbills and about a 
dozen Great Crested Grebes. Lake Nenamup had almost 
dried up completely with only a couple of Red-necked 
Stints and Red-capped Plovers left. The tally for the day 
was 45 species.

12 April outing, Stirling Range

Rain was threatening when we met in Albany and half-
way to the Stirling Range we began to question the 
wisdom of our decision to go ahead with the outing. 
However, by the time we arrived at the national park 
the rain had stopped and we enjoyed a pleasant walk 
along the Ongerup Creek track where we had excellent 
views of Scarlet Robin, Tawny-crowned Honeyeater, 
Splendid Fairy-wren and Western White-naped (Gilbert's) 
Honeyeater.

At the Stirling Range Retreat, we found quite a few 
Yellow-plumed Honeyeaters feeding on the ground. We 
also saw a small flock of Regent Parrots and had good 
close-up views of Dusky Woodswallows.

Just prior to lunchtime, the clouds were getting dark 
again, hastening our return to a sheltered spot in the 
car park where we had lunch while watching the rain fall 

down. With only 38 species recorded, the count for the 
day was not particularly high, but since most of the birds 
had granted us good views, it was a case of quality over 
quantity.

South Coast Festival of Birds

During the month of March, the local branch organised 
a variety of activities and events for bird enthusiasts 
in the Albany region. The festival kicked off with a bird 
walk around Lake Seppings. Brad Kneebone and Anne 
Bondin presented a talk about the fascinating journey 
of shorebirds to the Arctic at the local library. The local 
branch also joined the Department of Parks and Wildlife's 
ecologist Sarah Comer in a talk about the threatened 
species of the South Coast, helped with the photographic 
exhibition at the Town Hall and the Symposium as well as 
organising a 2-day bird identification course.

Future outings

Excursions will take place on Tuesday 12 July, 8 August, 
13 September. More details about destinations, where to 
meet, etc, will be made available on BAWA e-news. You 
can also check the Albany Bird Group's website:

http://sites.google.com/site/albanybirds/Home

Excursion leaders will be either Ray Garstone (ph: 9844 
7540), Brad Kneebone (ph: 9845 2233) or Anne Bondin 
(ph: 9844 1793). Feel free to contact any of us for 
further information.

Cards and badges are 
great to have on hand

The Sales Committee would like to 
remind all members that greeting 
cards and lapel/hat badges can be 
purchased through the BirdLife 
Western Australia website.

Just click on Sales at:

www.birdlife.org.au/locations/
birdlife-western-australia/sales
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February
Our first ever Shorebird 2020 survey on Leschenault 
Estuary was accomplished enthusiastically by 22 people.

The excursion boat trip in Koombana Bay and 
Leschenault Estuary allowed us to check the sandflats 
and waterways for birdlife. This style of excursion has 
the added dimension of 'vino' and nibbles with our field 
guides and binoculars. Highlights were Flesh-footed 
Shearwaters and Australasian Gannets on the bay, 15 
Rainbow Bee-eaters heading north and a New Zealand 
Fur Seal pup sunning at the Cut. Twenty- four species, 16 
people and good company.

There was the excitement of a juvenile Eurasian Curlew 
with Eastern Curlews on our estuary. It attracted interest 
from afar and remained here for at least three months. 
High fives to those who helped identify this stunning bird. 
It is reassuring to read in Australian BirdLife March 2016 
that displaced migratory birds can use a 'geomagnetic 
map' to determine their migratory route, so perhaps this 
little guy will reunite with his brethren.

March
An education workshop hosted by South West 
Catchments Council with BirdLife WA’s Tegan Douglas 
and me, Sue Kalab, was attended by BirdLife Bunbury, 
community members, environmental planners from City 
of Bunbury and government agencies.

April
With the Great Cocky Count in the Bunbury region, we 
wondered how the awful Yarloop forest fires impacted on 
our black-cockatoos and the birds in our counts.
On the excursion to Pultanaea Loop in Manea Park, South 
Bunbury, highlights were the attendance of Friends of 
Manea Park and our young birder Mia, new members 
Carol, Woody and Hayden. All three black-cockatoo 
species were present — Red-tailed (6), Baudin's (1) and 
Carnaby's (1). Early wildflowers and bush orchids were 
an added treat, with Leafless Orchid, one of the Bunny 
Orchid species, Hare Orchid and some leaf buds of the 
Greenhood family. The bird count was not high, possibly 
due to weather conditions but 19 people attended and 
recorded 18 species.

Sue Kalab, Convenor, BirdLife Bunbury

John Male and a Buff-banded Rail captivated as it 
scurried about their feet on Leschenault Estuary during 
the Shorebird 2020 Survey. Photo by Greg Harewood

BUNBURy GROUP

Country branches, ctd

CAPE TO CAPE GROUP

Program
Saturday 11 June: Half-day excursion 
Gracetown

Meet at 9:00 am opposite Grace Bussell Memorial Park 
on Cowaramup Creek. Park in the beach car park on the 
right at the bottom of the hill as you enter Gracetown. 
The walk up the creek has long been a favourite with 
BirdLife groups. We shall explore the track alongside the 
creek, the beach and the fringing vegetation, where there 
is often a family of Southern Emu-wrens. Bring morning 
tea.

Leader: Christine Wilder

Wednesday 10 August: 7:00 pm meeting 
Druid’s Hall, Bussell Highway, Witchcliffe

'Gardens for Birds – 20 years of backyard birding' 

Dr Mike Bamford, Chair of BirdLife WA, and Mandy 
Bamford, President of the WA Naturalists’ Club, will be 
our guests for a very special meeting of our group. We 
will hear what can be learnt from long term monitoring of 

garden birdlife and have a chance to meet this illustrious 
WA birding couple. Everyone is welcome to join us for 
dinner beforehand at Settlers Tavern, Margaret River at 
5:45 pm.

Sunday 14 August: Half-day Excursion – Augusta

Meet at 9:00 am at the corner of Hillview and Hart 
Roads. From the north, turn right at the Caltex servo 
in the centre of Augusta, follow Ellis/Hillview Road 
past Lions Club and industrial area to Hart Road. Park 
on verge on far right of corner for a walk along the 
firebreak track between bush and paddock opposite, 
followed by a visit to the wastewater ponds and a coffee 
at Colourpatch. A stroll alongside the Hardy inlet, past 
the caravan park, should provide views of estuary birds, 
including reef egrets and night herons.

Leader: Roger Crabtree

All the excursions/meetings are for BirdLife Australia 
members and the general public. For details of any of 
the above, please contact Christine Wilder cwilderone@
yahoo.com.au or Boyd Wykes majyx@iinet.net.au.
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Excursion reports
Scott National Park and Chapman Pool, 
21 February

i was surprised when 11 birders turned up for this 
excursion, as it was rather a long drive for some from the 
north. Three newcomers joined our group. Birds were in 
abundance at the Alexandra Bridge Hall with 17 species 
seen before we even set off.

Our convoy gained entry to the east side of Scott 
National Park where the vegetation was predominantly 
Marri/Jarrah with some banksia, grasstree and swamp 
country, adjacent to cattle/sheep farm paddocks. Birds 
remained hidden a lot of the time so we worked hard to 
see species. A Wedge-tailed Eagle glided through the tree 
tops and then gave a low fly-past. There were Western 
Spinebills, Grey Fantails, a Western Yellow Robin and 
an Emu in the distance. The highlight was the Southern 
Emu-wrens Mike spotted trying to blend in with the 
Splendid Fairy-wrens in the creek-line. After morning tea 
in a shady glen we moved on.

i’d intended for us to visit Alexandra Bridge campground, 
but we headed to Chapman Pool as it was warming up. 
A walk to the canoe launching ramp, the group camping 
area and another section of the river did not produce 
many species in the heat, although we had good looks at 
a White-breasted Robin. Despite the lack of birds calling 
and no waterbirds on the river, we managed to record 35 
species.

Christine Wilder

Upper Margaret River, 20 March

We had 11 takers for this excursion for an exploration 
of the upper Margaret River, one of the less well-known 
parts of our area and very significant for both flora 
and fauna. Our route took us from Canebrake Pool via 
Mowen and Sues Roads to Margaret Road along which we 
headed back to complete the circuit. We first checked out 
Canebrake Pool and walked in to Long Pool, the next one 
north in the chain of magnificent permanent waterholes 
along the Margaret River.

Leader Boyd Wykes gave us 
a rundown on the unique 
ecology of these pools. Apart 
from several Grey Fantails, the 
birds were elusive, so it was a 
slow start to the list, but good 
views of Western Spinebills 
and a Golden Whistler kept us 
interested.

Next we stopped near George Pool, a little further south, 
and walked along Blundson Road where the birds proved 
more active with a mixed flock of the usual LBJs passing 
through but also a group of varied Sittellas, Scarlet 
Robins and at least three Rufous Treecreepers. Weebills 
were a good sighting as we seldom see them further 
west, Western Thornbills were confirmed by Boyd and 
a few more species were added at the pool, including 
Dusky Woodswallow and Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo 
(heard). Back at our cars we were entertained by both 
Scarlet and White-breasted Robins.

We headed back, stopping first at a sandy heath area, 
still with not many birds. Further along Molloy Road, 
walking through a mix of forest and then open, swamp 
vegetation across the dry south branch of the Margaret 
River, again not a lot of bird action, but more varied 
Sittellas and Western yellow Robins.

After lunch near the Margaret/Molloy crossroad, most of 
us called it a day as it was fairly warm by then, leaving 
Boyd and our two visitors to explore further. Although 
our total of 31 species was not a huge number (and not a 
single waterbird or raptor), this was a great opportunity 
to become more familiar with an area that most of us do 
not know well. We had an excellent day and many thanks 
to Boyd for organising and leading the excursion.

Margaret Road was suitable for 2WD vehicles, but we 
found it did contain a few sandy spots where reasonably 
high clearance was necessary.

Jane Scott

Crouch Road, 16 April

Eleven birders met at Rosa Brook on 16 April in an 
attempt to locate cockatoos. Conditions for birding were 
excellent: calm, dry and mild. After a short stroll around 
the nearby sports oval, our convoy moved off and parked 
up in Crouch Road not far from the Berry Farm at Rosa 
Glen. The habitat was a mix of forest and farm pasture.

A plethora of small birds tested the group’s identification 
skills, with several superb Scarlet Robins offering 
excellent photo opportunities. Around 40 ravens called 
noisily from a farm paddock nearby. Best spot of the day 
was our leader Christine’s sighting of a Painted Button-
quail, while the worst, by some distance, was Mike’s spot 
of a ‘medium sized black bird’ on the far side of a farm 
dam, which turned out to be a small tree stump. (The 
group included a range of skills and knowledge.)

During our stop for refreshment, we were entertained 
and enlightened by Barry Darnell, who spoke of his 
connection to bird experts Harley Webster and Dom 

Serventy. Our stop concluded 
with Christine announcing that 
she had received an award 
marking more than 30 years 
of volunteering (she was very 
young when she started).

As is the way of these events, 
the morning was enriched by 
informative and entertaining 

discussion within the group. it was quite the most 
enjoyable bird walk i have attended for some time.

Oh, by the way, we did not see one cockatoo.

Mike Evans

“... Weebills were a 
good sighting...”
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PEEL-MANDuRAH GROuP

Hoffman Mill 
excursion
Despite threatening rain 
there was a successful 
excursion to Hoffman Mill on 
Sunday 17 April.

Arriving at the site, we 
settled down to watch 
the birdlife moving in and 
about the old fruit trees in 
the area. Whilst there was 
occasional light drizzle, we 
appreciated the warm, fresh 
air in the tranquil setting.

Fifteen species were 
sighted which included Grey 
Currawong, White-breasted 
Robin and White-cheeked 
Honeyeater.

A Grey Currawong (Strepera 
versicolor plumbea) was 
looking for an early morning 
morsel and was seldom distracted from its task. Australia 
wide there are six subspecies of Grey Currawong. All six 
were originally considered to be separate species. in the 
south-west of WA it has a wide habitat distribution. The 
Grey Currawong is an omnivore, eating small animals 
such as birds, rodents, frogs as well as eggs, insects, 
seeds, fruits and carrion (dead animals). They forage 
both on the ground and in trees, often on tree trunks 
using their bills as a probe for insects.

Wildlife rehabilitation
in response to the devastating bushfires in Yarloop/
Waroona, we have raised $250. This will be forwarded to 
the Shire of Harvey. This money came from the Easter 
Fair and the incidental sale of BirdLife greeting cards and 
bookmarks prior to the Easter Fair.

News around town
News has been received that the Department of Parks 
and Wildlife has been conducting some controlled burning 
along the eastern boundaries of the Harvey township 
which is commendable, given the fires that threatened 
the town in January of this year. However, contrary to 
what has been understood as standard practice in other 
regions, there does not seem to have been protection 
provided for old trees having nesting hollows in them.

Following the burn, it has 
been noticed that it seems 
that many of the old trees 
with nesting hollows were 
not protected during the 
burn causing at least some 
to have been allowed to 
burn and topple over. it 
is understood that in the 
other regions of the south- 
west, great efforts are 
taken to protect such trees 
to ensure that habitat is 
maintained by recording old 
trees having hollows and 
protecting such trees during 
a burn.

it is a pity that the same 
care is not provided in the 
Harvey Region.

Errol Harwood

Excursion report
Big Swamp, Bunbury, 16 March

Big Swamp is an exciting bird habitat. Don and Lis 
frequent this area, so very capably took the main group 
on a bird hunt.

Birds seen were Willie Wagtail, Australian Shelduck, 
Australian Ringneck, Silver Gull, Australian Magpie, 
New Holland Honeyeater, Purple Swamphen, Striated 
Pardalote, Magpie-lark, White-faced Heron, Red-capped 
Parrot, Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike, Silvereye, Tree Martin, 
Red Wattlebird, Musk Duck, Brown Honeyeater, Welcome 
Swallow, hybridised Black Duck, Rufous Whistler, Pacific 
Black Duck, Little Corella, Eurasian Coot, Galah, Hoary-
headed Grebe, Little Cormorant, Western Gerygone, 
Straw-necked ibis, Laughing Dove, Australian White ibis, 
Grey Fantail, Australian Raven, Black Swan, Black-winged 
Stilt and Australian Wood Duck.

A most rewarding count.

Thank you for the contribution of all who attended.

Margaret Jones

MYALuP GROuP

Grey Currawong, Wave Rock, Hyden. Photo by Don 
Carlson

See Coming Events for future excursions.

For further information, please contact Bob Paterson: 
email peelbirds1@westnet.com.au

or phone 0400 664 453.
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Excursion reports
BAiGuP SWAMP WALK, 
14 JANUARy

you would never have believed that we could see what 
we did at Baigup Swamp just 8 km from the centre of the 
Perth CBD.

In general, it was a wonderful walk, clocking up 51 
species in three hours, but we had two stand-out 
moments on the walk. We were lucky enough to see 
a very young Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo sitting on a 
low branch above the thick sedge. Its incessant calling 
attracted our attention and all binoculars and cameras 
were immediately directed at it. As everyone watched 
and admired the chick a Little Grassbird stealthily 
emerged from the dense sedge with a gourmet insect 
and fed the fat cuckoo. What an amazing thing. We had 
all expected to see either a thornbill or one of the calling 
Splendid Fairy-wrens to arrive with food for our chubby 
little fledgling. This is more customary but no, a Little 
Grassbird! The cuckoo then flew down and disappeared 
deep into the sedge but kept on calling. it was behaving 
just like a Little Grassbird. Some of the group had not 
even seen a Little Grassbird at such close quarters before, 
let alone one feeding a Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo.

The second 'Attenborough Moment' was as we were 
standing and pointing out an adult Nankeen Night-Heron. 
A number of local residents that had joined the walk were 
amazed at how handsome it was, perched motionless 
on a dead paperbark. Suddenly out of nowhere a large 
Brown Goshawk swooped down at high speed and gave 
the Nankeen Night-Heron a hard whack on the head. The 
heron gave a very loud and startled squawk-grunt and 
took off at high speed. Both birds disappeared over the 
Australian Pelicans, Black Swans and Australasian Darters 
on the edge of the River.

Later in the walk we all had excellent views of the female 
Brown Goshawk with two juveniles and the beautiful 
male and female Mistletoebirds that call the successfully 
restored Baigup Swamp 'home'. it shows that once the 
habitat is established, the birds arrive. Baigup Swamp is 
becoming a really interesting place.

Athena Georgiou

2020 SHOREBiRD SuRvEY, 
ROTTNEST ISLAND, 6 FEBRUARy

Eighteen BirdLife members enthusiastically participated 
in the Shorebird 2020 count. We also recorded other 
Rottnest birds — both those welcome and those 
unwelcome. it was disappointing that we did not see 
any Rock Parrots but heartening that we also did not see 
Rainbow Lorikeets.

A total of 58 species was recorded. The Painted Button-
quail, Banded Lapwing, Roseate Tern and Osprey are 
always great species to see. Only two Banded Stilts were 
recorded, as the recent inland rainfall appears to have 
attracted them to their breeding areas.

Fairy Tern numbers were higher than other years and 
after dark we attempted to assist Nic Dunlop with his 
netting and banding project.

Generally, numbers of waders such as Curlew Sandpiper 
and Ruddy Turnstone are lower than years ago. However, 
this year the recorded number of Sanderlings was greater 
than last year.

The weekend concluded with a dinner out and a 
wonderful time was had by all. Many thanks go to Sue 
Mather and Lorraine Marshall for their hard work, which 
results in valuable research and a great weekend. The 
work provides valuable data for the National Shorebirds 
2020 database, Rottnest Island Authority and other 
scientists.

Lorraine Chyne

LOWLANDS RESERvE, MARDELLA, 
14 FEBRUARy

Although the weather was hot, the shady trees of 
Lowlands Reserve made the walk comfortable for the 35 
participants. Our bird count of 30 exceeded the number 
during previous February visits to the reserve. Collared 
Sparrowhawk and Brown Goshawk were notable while the 
most common bird, Weebill, kept us searching tree tops. 
The pools left in the Serpentine River provided two duck 
species along with Little Pied Cormorant and White-faced 
Heron.

Of interest is the history of the farm which has only been 
owned by families from 1830 to date — Robert Peel, 
Wellard family and the Richardson family. The riverine 
environment provides spawning grounds for aquatic 
species and a protected area for mammal and flora 
species such as the Lowlands Creeper which rarely occurs 
on the coastal plain. We also passed the gravestone of 
the farm’s fence worker, James Coxon, who died 30 May 
1887.

Many thanks to Robyn Pickering, Mark Angeloni and 
Midge Richardson for leading and providing the very 
interesting historical, flora and fauna information 
connected to the reserve (see photo, p47).

Lorraine Chyne

ERIC SINGLETON RESERVE, 
BAySWATER, 18 FEBRUARy

Sixteen birdwatchers met and walked the wetlands 
anticlockwise. Coming to the river, we found that the 
birds were quiet with the notable exception of some 
Crested Terns diving for fish and squabbling over the 
best fishing spot. We then walked on around the reserve, 
seeing a good number of bush and water birds.

The City of Bayswater and the Swan River Trust have 
been making improvements to Eric Singleton Reserve, 
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restoring the wetlands and improving the quality of water 
flowing from the suburbs into the river. Now there is 
a new path that leads right into the wetlands and this 
provides excellent birding opportunities. This work is 
recent, but the wildlife is already taking advantage of the 
new niches provided.

On the wetlands, we found Black-fronted Dotterels, 
one of which we were able to approach within about 
10 metres before it took off. On the water, we were 
delighted to see an Australasian Grebe feeding two 
juveniles.

Our bird count was 40 for the day. A Welcome Swallow 
put in a last minute appearance, skimming low over the 
parklands.

Sandra Wallace

BLACKWALL REACH, 20 FEBRuARY

Fourteen birders met at the Blackwall Reach car park, 
seeing ten species before we started the very pleasant 
walk along the river to Walter Point. The bush was 
quiet but we did have excellent views of White-cheeked 
Honeyeater and Osprey, both perched up for our viewing 
perfection. There were very few birds on Point Walter 
except four Australian Pied Oystercatchers so we walked 
on around the point past the café and found Rainbow 
Bee-eater, Weebill, Silvereye, and Black-faced Shrike-
shrike. The highlight of the morning was two Australian 
Hobbys. The total number of bird species seen was 34 
and one black rabbit!

Sue Abbotts

GARvEY PARK, 27 FEBRuARY

A very manageable group of 11 people joined the 
morning’s walk, the low number possibly dictated by 
the high temperature forecast for the day. About 100 
metres of the river bank south from the kayak club was 
a construction site with ‘enhancements’ being provided 
in the form of sturdy footwalks running parallel with the 
current footpath.

The river itself produced small numbers of birds, with 
Pacific Black Ducks and Australian Wood Ducks the most 
numerous. A pair of Ospreys, the only raptor species 
seen for the morning, was present around the nest on the 
island in the river, and seemed unperturbed by the Little 
Corellas, Rainbow Lorikeets and Galahs that were close 
by. Flying up and down the river were Silver Gulls, and 
Crested and Caspian Terns.

Rainbow Bee-eaters appeared to be preparing for their 
journey north, being very vocal from a considerable 
height.

Along the river walk we had good views of several 
Mistletoebirds, a family group of Splendid Fairy-wrens, 

and a single White-winged Triller was seen briefly before 
it disappeared entirely.

When we walked away from the river towards the small 
lagoons, there was a noticeable shortage of bushbirds, 
with only Weebills and Striated Pardalotes prominent.

The lagoons were well worth the extra walk as we saw 
Australian Spotted Crake in the first pond we came to 
and then, next to the second pond, we were surprised to 
see a Grey Currawong.

From there we headed back to the starting point for a 
coffee break and the bird call. As we got there, above 
a barbecue that had been used to provide a family’s 
breakfast, we saw six Laughing Kookaburras lined up on 
a tree branch waiting to see what leftovers might be had.

We saw a total of 42 species, three of which were new for 
me at the site.

Clive Nealon

MARGARET RivER CAMPOuT, 
4-7 MARCH

The aim of this campout was to explore the immediate 
area around Margaret River from our excellent base at 
Betty and John Hindle’s large property only 5 km from 
town, with well-managed Marri/Peppermint forests and a 
system of tracks throughout.

Saturday: From Barrett Weir in town, we walked both 
sides of the river to the Rain Garden finding Red-winged 
Fairy-wren, White-breasted Robin and a Square-tailed 
Kite. A walk from camp before lunch revealed Baudin’s 
Black-Cockatoo and Western Yellow Robin and in mid-
afternoon heat we found Western Spinebill, Dusky 
Woodswallow and Rainbow Bee-eater at another section 
of the river, with a brief stop at the School Farm dam for 
waterbirds including Blue-billed Duck and Hardhead and 
later at Redgate Beach an unfortunate surprise was a 
Rock Dove flying over the creek.

Sunday: Pat and Tim Negus welcomed us to Swallows 
Welcome where we were serenaded by saxophone 
(expertly played by Tim Negus) while watching fairy-
wrens and robins. Emus and a Whistling Kite were viewed 
in paddocks on our drive to Ten Mile Brook Dam where 
Western Rosella, Western Wattlebird and Scarlet Robin 
were some of the species seen. An afternoon excursion 
to Ellensbrook meant good views of Red-eared Firetails 
feeding along the path to the falls and at the beach an 
Australasian Gannet was close inshore with a kestrel over 
the dunes.

Monday: Our final excursion was for a walk to the old 
mill in Witchcliffe, providing good views of a Western 
Yellow Robin, Red-eared Firetail, Western Rosella, 
inland Thornbill, Splendid and Red-winged Fairy-wrens. 
Spotlighting revealed both species of possum, some with 
young. Southern Boobook and Eastern Barn Owl were 
heard on two nights. We attempted to see an Australian 
Owlet-nightjar, reported near the house, but it was not to 
be. (see photo, p47)
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Our group of 25 
birders saw an 
outstanding total of 
82 species within 
the immediate area 
of Margaret River. 
Special thanks to our 
obliging hosts John 
and Betty Hindle.

Christine Wilder

ALFRED 
COVE, 6 
MARCH

Eleven birders 
enjoyed the varied 
environments at 
Alfred Cove where 
38 species were 
seen. unfortunately, the numbers and variety of northern 
hemisphere breeding waders has decreased over the 
years. However, we enjoyed seeing Grey Plover, Common 
Greenshanks and after much discussion a bird we 
agreed was a Great Knot. Other wader species included 
Australian Pied Oystercatcher, Black-winged Stilt, White-
faced Heron, White-necked Heron and Great Egret. The 
three raptors species seen included Osprey, Australian 
Hobby and a Black-shouldered Kite hovering over us for 
the photographers in the group. (see photos, p3,45)

Another identification issue was posed by fins being seen 
in the shallows of the cove. ultimately, we decided that 
they were the 'wings' of quite large stingrays which are 
now being reported in the lower reaches of the Swan 
Estuary.

Thanks to Toni for providing an entertaining morning.

Lorraine Chyne

LAKE MONGER, 17 MARCH

Ten BirdLife members joined me in a walk around Lake 
Monger. From the time we arrived at the lake, it was 
‘jumping’. Huge rafts of Australian Pelicans were feeding 
in different parts of the lake. They were joined by many 
Little Black Cormorants, a few Little Pied Cormorants and 
some Great Cormorants. Many Australasian Darters were 
also seen. The cormorants and darters were resting in the 
trees between foraging spells. The pelicans were flying in 
and out constantly. Silver Gulls were availing themselves 
of missed bounty as well. Numerous Great Egrets were 
foraging at the edge of the lake as were Yellow-billed 
Spoonbills and Australian White ibis. Many Nankeen 

Night-Herons were 
also seen foraging at 
the edge of the lake 
and in grassy areas 
of the ‘run off’ lake in 
the south.

The Mute Swan was 
still present and 
acting alone in its 
activities. The usual 
nine duck species 
were present; the 
most numerous was 
the Australasian 
Shoveler. When they 
were not feeding 
busily in large rafts, 
they were resting 
on the water’s edge. 
Pink-eared Ducks 
were behaving in the 
same manner. We 
heard the constant 
‘whistle’ of the Pink-
eared Ducks as they 

moved about the lake.

All three grebe species were present and both the Great 
Crested and the Australasian Grebes had young. A Grey 
Teal also had some ducklings. We were able to see how 
far back the Hoary-headed Grebe’s legs were situated 
on its body when we found one on the shore. Australian 
Spotted and Spotless Crakes rewarded us with short 
sightings over some time. Two raptors were seen on our 
walk. Several bushbird species were seen, but all the 
action was on the water, with a total of 53 species.

Claire Gerrish

CANNiNG RivER REGiONAL PARK 
WILSON, 20 MARCH

Twenty-two participants comprising 16 members and six 
visitors enjoyed a fine autumn morning strolling around 
the Kent Street Weir and Greenfield Street Bridge loop 
walk and after morning tea, some wandered up to Wilson 
Lake which only turned up three extra species. All up 49 
species were seen or heard for the morning.

The highlight for some (the tail enders) were sightings 
of Buff-banded Rail and Spotless Crake and later on 
Splendid Fairy-wren and White-browed Scrubwren which 
are all very elusive. An Australian Hobby was also seen 
resting in a tree in the distance. Other than that it was 
the same old favourites We had 31 bushbird and 18 
waterbird species including three very small Eurasian 
Coots. Disappointing but better than expected.

The cup of tea was nice to finish with.

George Agar 

Male Southern Emu-wren, Redgate Beach, Margaret River. Photo by 
Alan Watson
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EASTER CAMPOuT, JiLBADJi 
RESERvE, 25-28 MARCH

A daytime 'recce' on 
Thursday allowed Maris 
to give a comprehensive 
conditions briefing to the 18 
BirdLife members attending 
the campout. At the 
meeting in Southern Cross, 
we formed three teams 
to survey the designated 
areas of the Great Western 
Woodlands (GWW) on the 
Friday. Low bird numbers 
were forecast for the total 
birds for the weekend as 
Lake Cronin was dry.

On the fine sunny Easter 
Friday, we set out travelling 
east to Karalee Rocks 
and the Jilbadji turnoff. 
Malleefowl were seen by 
the lead vehicle as the 
teams leap-frogged each 
other to complete the 
surveys en-route to the 
camping area. Several 
special bird species of the 
GWW, Nankeen Kestrel, 
Brown Falcon, Gilbert’s and 
Western (Golden) Whistler 
and Southern Scrub Robin 
were seen and their locations 
marked with GPS and time for future Atlas forms. The 
woodlands looked so healthy and some eucalypts were 
flowering, but the main attraction was the copious 
amounts of flowering mistletoe. These plants supported 
12 honeyeater species  seen over the campout.

After team two completed JR9 survey, we all made camp 
around midday over a large area of different soil types. 
Healthy vegetation of low bush and gimlet and taller 
eucalypts allowed privacy and good bird sightings around 
camps. Bird call in the evening had 56 species already.

The sound of rain on the tents at 0500 on Saturday put 
a damper on things. Three people left early and the rest 
of us attended Atlas forms and birded whenever weather 
permitted.

This was the pattern for the next couple of days with 
twice daily weather reports by satellite phone. Bird call 
each evening was a jolly, social occasion held under the 
awning extending out from Maris’s Prado. The weather 
did curtail the planned surveys, but a number were 
completed as the weather improved. A Stimson’s Python 
was observed during a walk during a clear weather 
period.

There were a couple of ‘coo-ee’ moments after bush 
walks in overcast conditions without a GPS. These were 
happily resolved but it was a good reminder of how 
important it is to have a compass/GPS in the bush.

Maris led a very good campout despite some inclement 
weather. Jilbadji was a new area to all of us except 
Maris. We all enjoyed the beautiful woodlands and many 
different habitats. Rufous Fieldwrens and Shy Heathwrens 

were seen, along with 
Western Rosellas and 
Purple-crowned Lorikeets. 
Gilbert’s and (Western) 
Golden Whistlers and Inland 
Thornbills were seen all 
around the camp. i was 
fortunate to flush a Spotted 
Nightjar during a survey. 
Redthroats were common. 
No one ran out of food 
or drink and a total of 68 
birds was seen with David 
Secombe winning the prize.

Many thanks to the people 
who assisted with putting 
up and taking down the 
‘essential equipment’.

On the Tuesday, six 
vehicles, four with vans, left 
camp at 1000 after a road 
inspection. A day of dry 
hours had resulted in the 
water on the road draining 
substantially. We negotiated 
difficult road conditions well, 
ably led by Maris, always in 
consultation with the rest 
of the team. We completed 
JR22, an area burnt in 
November 2015, on the way 

home. Some trees were still alive and supporting Western 
Rosellas and Red Wattlebirds. A few small bushbirds were 
also present.

Claire Gerrish

EASTER CAMPOuT, ALBANY, 
25-29 MARCH

Despite ‘severe weather warnings’, it only rained heavily 
one night with drizzle on two days, so overall the birding 
was not affected for the 25 members present.

On Good Friday morning, two groups circumnavigated 
Lake Seppings. One group had excellent views of a 
diligent Spotless Crake hunting along an edge, a pair of 
White-breasted Robins and seven playful Elegant Parrots, 
while duck species included Australasian Shoveler, 
Hardhead, Musk Duck, Grey Teal and a pair of Blue-
bills with six ducklings. Other waterbirds included Great 
Crested and Hoary-headed Grebes, Great and Little Black 
Cormorants, and Yellow-billed Spoonbills, whilst Red-
winged Fairy-wrens and Red-eared Fire-tails were also 
seen.

Gilbert’s Whistler, Jilbadji. Photo by Maris Lauva (see 
also p47)
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After morning tea, we went off to Middleton Beach, 
hoping for Sooty Oystercatcher and Brush Bronzewing, 
but as the place was crawling with holiday makers, the 
only crawling fauna seen were numbers of King’s Skinks 
(Egernia kingii) along Ellen Cove Walk.

under threatening skies at Rushy Point Bird Hide, we 
had good 'scope views of Red-necked Stint, Pacific 
Golden Plover, Grey Plover and Greater Sand Plover. With 
increasingly dire weather warnings, many more people 
had arrived at Kalgan River Caravan Park and overflowed 
onto the perimeter of the adjacent golf course.

After heavy overnight rain, we decided to head north of 
the Porongurups and were fortunate to have Anne Bondin 
accompany us to Kamballup Bushland along the Kalgan 
River, 65 km north of Albany, with some Wandoo beside 
permanent waterholes. We saw Southern Emu-wren, 
Elegant Parrot, Tawny-crowned Honeyeater and Rufous 
Treecreeper. During morning tea, a flock of Purple-
crowned Lorikeets flew overhead.

We then went on to Twin Peaks Conservation Reserve for 
good mallee habitat, finding Western Spinebill, Western 
Yellow Robin and Western Wattlebird in good numbers. 
We lunched under excellent shelter as the rain began, 
before returning to base camp.

During a clear spell in late afternoon, some birded 
close to camp at the mouth of the Kalgan River, where 
similar species of trans-equatorial waders we had seen 
yesterday, were seen again plus a Whimbrel, Great Knot 
(some in breeding plumage), Bar-tailed Godwit, three 
Terek Sandpipers, Sacred Kingfisher and one Masked 
Lapwing. Also out in the water were several kangaroos.

On Sunday, we drove west to Morley Beach and met up 
with Brad Kneebone, the resident wader expert. Several 
thousand waders were present, mainly Red-necked 
Stints plus some Common Greenshanks, Sharp-tailed 
Sandpipers, Curlew Sandpipers and Red-necked Avocets. 
Excellent morning tea with sunshine, Easter eggs and a 
low flying inquisitive Wedge-tailed Eagle.

The next birding spot was at Torbay Hall in Karri forest, 
for a pre-lunch walk along the creek with excellent views 
of Red-eared Firetail, Western (Golden) Whistler and 
Western Rosella (see photo, p38). During lunch a party 
of varied Sittellas flew by, pausing very briefly for those 
quick off their feet to see. Then a quick stop at Lake 
Powell bird hide to see a Swamp Harrier.

On Monday morning, we met Anne Bondin at the Kalgan 
Heights Aboriginal Fish Traps. Splitting into two groups 
again, one went towards the school grounds and found 
Southern Emu-wren, Australasian Pipit and White–fronted 
Chat. The other group went along a bush track past a 
huge Osprey nest, White-breasted Robin, Red-eared 
Firetail, Red-capped Parrot and a Caspian Tern fishing. 
Back to camp for morning tea and the final bird call. Total 
seen: 119 species.

it was a most enjoyable and productive camp, despite the 
weather forecasts. Sincere thanks to Sue Abbotts for her 
thorough planning. The additional local knowledge from 
Anne Bondin, Brad Kneebone and Tony Peterson was also 
greatly appreciated.

Xenia Dennett

RAY MARSHALL PARK, vivEASH, 
10 APRIL

Thirteen hardy members arrived on a blustery morning 
following a wet, thundery night. Fortunately, after a 
short, early shower, the rain cleared for the rest of the 
morning and we had some good birding along this very 
scenic walk.

This excursion always provides a good mix of bushbirds 
and waterbirds and today was no exception with plenty 
of action in the bush and on the water. As usual, the 
wetland area to the east of the main track had plenty 
of birdlife and provided a few extra species to give us a 
respectable total of 51 for the morning.

A morning’s birding always has a highlight or two, usually 
the sighting of an unusual species, but on this occasion 
i think it was the activities of a couple of the more 
common species that stole the show. To see two or three 
hundred Corellas, Little and Long-billed, taking to the 
air from a single tree was quite a spectacle (although 
perhaps not quite so desirable)! Another impressive sight 
was a flock of about 50 Straw-necked and Australian 
White Ibis gliding in to the wetland area.

With the threatening skies, several members opted to 
carry umbrellas, something which i always encourage as 
that almost guarantees that it won’t rain!

Peter White
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STiRLiNG RANGE CAMPOuT, 
ANZAC DAY WEEKEND, 
23-25 APRiL

When we arrived at the Stirling Range Retreat, we were 
greeted by the calls of many Yellow-plumed Honeyeaters 
as well as the sight of the resident Australian Owlet-
nightjar perched in its roost near the office. The weather 
was cool and perfect for walking. The camp ground as 
usual produced plenty, ranging from the very audible 
Spotted Pardalotes to the ubiquitous Purple-crowned 
Lorikeets busily mopping up nectar in the few trees that 

were blooming. 
A pair of Restless 
Flycatchers 
above our 
tent kept us 
entertained. 
Two Crested 
Shriketits 
appeared and 
called briefly 
several times, 
as did the Fan-
tailed Cuckoo.

The campout 
started on 
Saturday 
morning 
with walks 
to Ongerup 
Creek, where 
a Purple-gaped 
Honeyeater 
was located, 
and to Paper 
Collar Creek 
which produced 

Tawny-crowned Honeyeaters, Grey Currawongs, Scarlet 
Robins, five different parrots including Regent and 
Elegant, and five Emus in the nearby paddock. Not much 
was blooming so the number of honeyeaters was down. 
An inland Thornbill imitating several other birds caused 
some confusion before it was sighted. An afternoon walk 
around the Retreat produced a Yellow-plumed Honeyeater 
on a nest, several Dusky Woodswallows and a number of 
giant mushrooms — one about 40 cm across. At the end 
of day one, our total was 77 bird species.

The next day we drove to Mt Trio where we listened and 
hunted for the very vocal but elusive Western Whipbirds. 
They were calling from all directions but not showing 
themselves. Then on to Camel Lake in search of the 
Hooded Plovers that had been there for the previous 
three days but perversely, had disappeared the day we 
came. instead, another Western Whipbird taunted us 
from the shrubbery. As a consolation, however, many 
people had excellent views of a pair of Southern Scrub 
Robins on the other side of Salt River Road. When we 
left Camel Lake, a very pale older Brown Falcon was 
seen, in addition to Australasian Pipit, White-fronted 
Chat and Yellow-rumped Thornbills. Lunch was taken at 

Red Gum Spring, and a later stop at White Gum Flats 
produced Rufous Treecreeper. On a short diversion south 
on Chester Pass Road to an area of mixed low heath 
and mallee, we found a co-operative Rufous Fieldwren. 
in the evening, we congregated at the Bluff Knoll Cafe 
for dinner. The proprietors kindly stayed open late to 
accommodate us.

Clive’s organisational skills (we were all provided with 
a program for the whole weekend) and his efficient 
leadership ensured that a great weekend was had by all. 
A total of 82 birds were seen and Allyson Paull won the 
bottle of wine with her accurate forecast.

Libby McGill

Excursion reports, ctd

Australian Owlet-nightjar, Stirling 
Range Retreat. Photo by Nigel 
Sutherland (see also pp2,47)

Gavin White
MRB5813
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The Wet season lull at the BBO was shattered 
in mid-February as the 2016 Australasian 
Wader Studies Group (AWSG) Expedition 
arrived at the observatory for eight days 
of intensive shorebird research in the bay, 
catching shorebirds daily for banding. The 
primary purposes of this expedition are to 
individually mark shorebirds to help improve 
our understanding of their movements and 
survival rates, and to obtain estimates of 
breeding success for these species in the previous season 
by determining the percentage of juvenile birds within 
the catches. Researchers and volunteers from across the 
world took part in a particularly successful expedition, 
with catches made on all attempts, including catches of 
a number of tricky and less-
commonly-caught species. 
Unfortunately, indications 
were that most shorebirds 
that breed in the High Arctic 
had a very poor breeding 
season last year. Hopefully 
this year brings better success 
for them. in addition to the 
usual objectives, five satellite 
transmitters were attached 
to Grey Plovers with the goal 
of improving our knowledge 
of their migration routes and 
breeding grounds. Amazingly, 
we still don’t know exactly 
where in the Arctic these 
plovers breed. You can keep 
up to date with the progress 
of the satellite-tracked plovers 
through BirdLife Australia’s 
website - http://birdlife.org.
au/campaigns/the-marvel-of-
migration.

The start of March heralded 
the start of the migration 
period for the shorebirds 
here in Roebuck Bay, as most 
of our migratory shorebirds 
started to leave the bay for the long journey to their 
Arctic breeding grounds. Prior to leaving, many of the 
shorebirds attain their spectacular breeding plumages, 
filling the flocks in the bay with colour. The Greater 
Sand Plovers and Eastern Curlews are usually the first 
to leave and this year was no exception, with the first 
birds seen to leave being a small flock of Greater Sand 
Plovers on the 7th March. in the following weeks, Bar-
tailed and Black-tailed Godwits, Great and Red Knots, 
Terek Sandpipers and others joined the exodus, with the 
most northerly-breeding species like Whimbrel, Grey-
tailed Tattler and Red Knot, of the subspecies piersmai, 
the last to leave. Most of the shorebirds leave in the late 
afternoon or at night, with their calls frequently filling 
the night air over the observatory throughout migration 
season. Observatory staff watch the bay every afternoon 
to record information about any flocks seen leaving; this 

year we’ve recorded over 16 000 shorebirds 
leaving the bay!

During the migration period, the BBO also ran 
our very popular annual 'Wave the Waders 
Goodbye' courses, which allow participants to 
see a wide variety of our shorebirds in the bay 
and watch as they leave our shores for the 
Arctic, as well as visiting other birding sites in 
the Broome region, and learning more about 
shorebird ecology and identification. We also 

ran two Public Migration Watch events where we invited 
the general public to join our afternoon migration watch; 
both events were very successful with around 100 people 
joining us on the beach across the two days

Now, as we enter the dry 
season, the migratory activity 
has wound down. Those 
birds that were migrating 
have now left, and the bay 
seems almost eerily quiet. in 
reality, we’re just spoiled, as 
we still expect about 15 000 
shorebirds that have not 
migrated this year (mostly 
young birds) to call the bay 
'home' over the dry season! 
But when you get used to 
125 000 birds in the bay, 
15 000 does seem a little 
quiet!

Sightings
The highlight of the year so 
far has been the Kamchatka 
Leaf-Warbler that called the 
observatory 'home' for a 
period in February. This was 
the first confirmed mainland 
record of this recently-
recognised species (split from 
the similar Arctic Warbler). 
The bird was found by the 

wardens in the observatory grounds, calling from dense 
vegetation nearby early in the morning. The warbler was 
big news in the birding world, and even made the local 
Broome newspaper! The ‘usual’ interesting waders like 
Common Redshank and Asian Dowitcher were present 
in the bay, and the regular Semipalmated Plover hung 
around until the 29th March, when we presume he joined 
many of the other waders in heading north. We also had 
a bumper March and April for Eastern Yellow Wagtails, 
highlighted by an astonishing 300-400 on the plains near 
the observatory in early March. As a bonus, most were in 
stunning full breeding plumage!

BBO Staff

Western Rosella, Albany (see report, p36). Photo 
by Alan Watson
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EyRE BIRD OBSERVATORy

After an extremely dry January with only 
6 mm of rain, we were blessed with 33 
mm on our first two days as incoming 
caretakers, and in the latter part of 
February over two days with 36 mm rain. 
The rain that arrived with us brought 
about feeding episodes in the air and on 
the ground almost constantly. We only had to listen to 
the sound of many birds, get ourselves there and were 
almost guaranteed good sightings of a lot of birds. The 
aerial feeders madly swooping and Rainbow Bee-eaters, 
Dusky Woodswallows, Black-faced Cuckoo-shrikes, 
Welcome Swallows and Tree Martins (in lesser numbers 
than previous months as they seem to have started 
moving to warmer climes) were constantly overhead. The 
Fork-tailed Swifts were around for some days as well. 
On one of the feeding episodes along the North Track, 
there were hundreds of pardalotes, 
Weebills, Silvereyes, wrens, so 
many small birds together seldom 
seen, and a lot of honeyeaters as 
well.

The Major Mitchell’s Cockatoo had 
just finished breeding around the 
time of our arrival and the air was 
alive daily with their squawks and 
the juveniles’ sometimes constant 
begging for food. We became used 
to seeing flocks of 40 to 70 birds 
in the air and one morning we 
counted more than 100 perched in 
the dead trees to the west of the 
house. The cockatoos were about 
in largest numbers for more than 
two months of our stay here, the 
young ones practising their skills 
and thrilling the visitors. Their 
numbers have now dwindled as 
they have dispersed and their visits 
are irregular and on a few colder or 
wetter days completely absent.

On hot days, raptor feasts occurred 
as the Brown Falcon, Collared 
Sparrowhawk and Brown Goshawk 
took turns at the bath. At one 
stage, two Brown Goshawks were 
in the birdbath together. Wedge-
tailed Eagles and Nankeen Kestrels 
also showed overhead and even a 
White-bellied Sea Eagle came flying 
over the house with two Australian 
Ravens in hot pursuit.

At the observatory, a pair of Sacred 
Kingfishers is now often seen  at 
the bird baths. There is a sudden 
influx of Grey Fantails and a pair 
of Jacky Winters on the Lookout 
Circuit. unusually, there are some 
Yellow-plumed Honeyeaters in 
the Home zone at the moment. 

Apart from the Fan-tailed Cuckoo, both Horsfield’s and 
Shining Bronze-Cuckoos made appearances. There have 
been a few sightings in the Home zone of Yellow-rumped 
Thornbill but the New Holland Honeyeater is still the 
dominant species around the observatory.

Interesting sightings
We have been treated to some unusual bird sightings:

in early April, we came across an unfamiliar bird looking 
somewhat like a Golden Whistler female but not quite; 
i saw it again and this time it gave an unfamiliar call 
as well and i managed to photograph it. i also realised 
on listening to the different calls that it sounded like a 
Gilbert’s Whistler. A couple of days after, deciding to ask 
Alma de Rebeira for help with the iD as i was not sure at 
all, she said it did look like a juvenile Gilbert’s and had 

asked others for opinions as well. 
Apparently a guest had heard it 
here before. Her third confirmation 
was from Ron Johnstone, WA 
Museum, whose comment was: 
Yes, this certainly looks like an 
immature Gilbert’s Whistler judging 
from the short thick bill, the odd 
cinnamon buff feathers on throat, 
side of neck, belly and under 
tail coverts. The new slaty grey 
feathers on the head and back 
are a bit peculiar as most of our 
specimens are browner at that 
stage. It is an extension of range 
for WA as I had no confirmed 
records from that area for the 
WA handbook. We have since 
heard the call once more but not 
managed to track down another 
bird.

A good sighting of three Chestnut 
(Copper-backed) Quail-thrush 
happened in early February on 
the North track. We saw a Little 
Button-quail in the Home zone on 
the dune to the sea as well as two 
birds in late April in the Microwave 
tower area. in late March, a Tawny 
Frogmouth flushed from the West 
Track after a guest had talked 
about a big bird on the track. It 
was only heard once more after 
this sighting.

A Shy Heathwren was once again 
spotted on the dunes between 
Nine-mile and Twilight Cove, along 
with a Redthroat on two separate 
occasions.

At Burnabbie and on the plains 
we found a pair of Western Yellow 
Robins late in March, Slender-
billed Thornbill at Burnabbie in the 

Above: Black-fronted Dotterel. Below: 
One of a pair of Sacred Kingfishers, Eyre. 
Photos by Delene van Dyke (see also 
pp42,48)



Page 40 Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 158 June 2016

Observatory reports, Eyre, ctd

Bluebush area, Ground Cuckoo-shrike in the Bluebush on 
Pannikin Plains and 16 Crested Pigeons at Cocklebiddy.

in April, we saw six White-winged Fairy-wrens on the 
bushy plains behind Cocklebiddy and regularly see Mulga 
Parrot on the Moondadong Track. in early April, we also 
found a juvenile Mistletoebird on the North Track to 
Burnabbie.

Along Kanidal Beach

Kanidal and Nine-mile beaches delivered less sightings 
this time around with the most exciting the still resident 
(from 17 October 2015) Great Crested Grebe and Grey 
Plover for the first few weeks, Double-banded Plover and 
Lesser Sand Plover, the odd Sanderling and a number 

of Red-necked Stints. An unusual glut of White-faced 
Herons was present at Nine-mile beach and Twilight Cove 
with the largest flock totalling 27. The unusual number of 
normally inlet species on the open shore are remarkable; 
apart from the grebes and Grey Teal, a Musk Duck, 
Banded Stilt, Black-winged Stilt and Red-necked Avocet 
appeared. The two that made us take a closer look were 
Cattle Egret and an Emu on Kanidal Beach. The Australian 
Pied Oystercatcher seemed to disappear for a few weeks 
but has reappeared while Sooty Oystercatchers suddenly 
appeared in large numbers, on one count numbering over 
40. These large numbers seem to be lessening now. A 
White-bellied Sea Eagle appeared a number of times.

Danie and Delene van Dyk

Coming events
important note re campouts

Members anticipating attending campouts must notify the BirdLife WA Office (9383 7749) of the number in their party and when 
they will arrive. 

if you are unsure, put your name down as you can always cancel.
An emergency contact number should also be provided in case of accident.

New members
Please let the leaders know that you are a new member and don’t hesitate to ask for assistance with bird sightings.

Saturday 4 to Monday 6 June: 
Foundation Day campout, Dryandra 
Woodland

Dryandra is one of the most important 
remnant bushlands in the wheatbelt, 
and has over 100 species of birds 
including Crested Shrike-tit and Bush 
Stone-curlew. 

Dryandra is 164 km south-east of Perth 
and 22 km north-west of Narrogin. 
From Perth, travel down Albany 
Highway and just past North Bannister 
turn left to Wandering. Travel 3 km past 
Wandering and turn into Fourteen Mile 
Brook Road for 25 km and then turn 
left into Williams York Road for 3 km.

We will be camping at a new 
campground ‘Gnaala Mia’ which has 
18 large camp sites. The entry road 
into Gnaala Mia is almost opposite the 
Congelin Campground and is well sign 
posted. There are camping bays, toilets 
and gas barbecue facilities. Bring your 
own firewood and water. Cost $7.50 per 
night and concession $5.50 per night. 
The cottages in Dryandra Village were 
not available at the time of writing.

For those interested, on Saturday 
night (4 June) there is a very good 
evening guided walk in the Barna Mia 
enclosure, where many native animals 

are protected from predators. To book, 
call DEC at Narrogin on 9881 9200 
and the cost is $20 adults and $15.50 
concession.

Numbers will be limited to 20 so please 
call the BirdLife WA office on 9383 7749 
to put your name on the list.

For members and guests only.

Leader: David Secomb

Sunday 5 June: Wungong Gorge 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am at the first car park 
for Wungong Dam at the end of Admiral 
Road, off Albany Highway. Over 90 
species of birds have been recorded 
here including Red-eared Firetail, 
White-breasted Robin and Red-winged 
Fairy-wren.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Steve Burns

Thursday 9 June: The Spectacles, 
Kwinana 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am in the car park in 
McLaughlan Road. Proceed along 
Kwinana Freeway and turn right 

(west) into Anketell Road. Travel 
approximately 2 km then turn left into 
McLaughlan Road. A good variety of 
bushbirds including Grey Currawong 
can be found here.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Maris Lauva

Saturday 11 June: Serpentine and 
Pipehead Dams, Serpentine 
Photography excursion

Meet at the Pipehead Dam car park 
at 8:00 am. From the South Western 
Highway turn east into Jarrahdale Road 
and into the town of Jarrahdale. Turn 
right onto Kingsbury Drive after you 
pass the Jarrahdale General Store café, 
then follow the signs to the Pipehead 
Dam.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Ken Glasson

Saturday 11 June: Half-day 
excursion 
Gracetown

For details, see Cape to Cape report, 
p29.
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Sunday 12 June: Tom Bateman 
Reserve, Thornlie 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am beside the 
playground/sporting complex at the 
corner of Nicholson and Wilfred Roads 
(car park entry is off Wilfred Road). 
We will look at a series of wetlands 
constructed to remove nutrients from 
water draining into the Canning River. 
We will also look at small bushland 
areas if they are accessible.

Rubber boots may be a good idea, and 
insect repellent. Bring morning tea to 
have while we do a combined bird list.

For members and the general public.

Leaders: George and Pam Agar

Tuesday 14 June: Albany Bird 
Group outing

For details, see the group’s report on 
p28.

Saturday 18 June: Flynn Road, 
Mundaring 
Half/Full-day excursion

Meet at 9:00 am at the corner of Flynn 
Road and Great Eastern Highway, about 
10 km past Sawyers valley or 1 km on 
the Perth side of The Lakes (the York 
turnoff). We will look at several areas of 
Wandoo woodland. Species often seen 
here are Crested Shrike-tit, Western 
yellow Robin and Restless Flycatcher.

Bring morning tea that you can carry. 
Bring lunch if you would like to continue 
with us at a further area nearby.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Charles Merriam

Friday 24 June: Fairbridge
For details, contact Peel-Mandurah 
Branch:
Bob Paterson peelbirds1@westnet.au 
or phone 0400 664 453.

Saturday 25 June: Yanchep 
National Park 
Half-day excursion
Meet at the Lakeview picnic area inside 
the park at 9:00 am. Entry is $12 per 
vehicle or $6 per vehicle for seniors. 
Proceed through the entrance gate and 
go left at the roundabout. There is a 
large parking area and i suggest we 
meet near the covered barbecue area 
which is adjacent to the toilet block. 

There should be a variety or bushbirds 
and waterbirds. Yanchep National Park 
is part of the Northern Swan Coastal 
Plain iBA for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo.
For members and guests only.

Leader: Clive Nealon

Monday 27 June: Bold Park Eco 
Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat 
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Frank O’Connor from BWA will discuss 
the bird families of the world, and his 
goal to see a member of each family.

Saturday 2 July: Piesse Brook, 
Kalamunda 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 9:00 am at the junction of 
Hummerston Road and Schipp Road 
at the southern end of Kalamunda 
National Park. Take Mundaring Weir 
Road from Kalamunda, and turn left 
into Hummerston Road. We should see 
Western (Golden) and Rufous Whistlers, 
birds of prey and other bushbirds in a 
lovely valley.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Suzanne Mather

Thursday 7 July: Little Rush Lake, 
Yangebup 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am near the playground 
on the western side of this small 
wooded lake. Little Rush Lake is part 
of the Beeliar Regional Park. Turn off 
North Lake Road into Osprey Drive, 
right into Dotterel Way, then right into 
Grassbird Loop. There is a path around 
the lake, and we should see plenty 
of waterbirds and bushbirds. Over 90 
species of birds have been seen here. 
Bring morning tea.

For members and the general public.

Leaders: John and Ruth Luyer

Sunday 10 July: Jandakot Regional 
Park, Harrisdale 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am in the car park at 
Carey Baptist College, Wright Road, 
Harrisdale. Park near to Wright Road. 
We will cross the road to access the 
park through a swing gate.

This reserve has good tracks 
throughout with varied vegetation 
including wetland areas which may 

have some water in them if we get 
enough winter rain. Many bushbirds 
have been seen including Splendid 
Fairy-wren, Western Spinebill, White-
browed Scrub-wren, Grey Shrike-
thrush, Horsfield’s and Shining Bronze-
Cuckoos, Red-capped Parrot and Red-
tailed Black-Cockatoo. Wetland species 
are also a possibility, as are several 
species of raptor.

For members and guests only.
Leader: Debbie Walker

Tuesday 12 July: Albany Branch 
excursion

For contact details, see the Albany 
Branch’s report, p28.

Saturday 16 July: Paganoni Swamp, 
Karnup 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am on Paganoni Road 
at the Mandurah Road end, under the 
powerlines. Access is via Mandurah 
Road onto Paganoni Road or the new 
Kwinana Freeway extension onto 
Paganoni Road. Parking is along 
Paganoni Road under the powerlines.

We will be walking approximately 3 
km through threatened woodlands 
where Western yellow Robin and Grey 
Currawong among many others have 
been seen in this area of diverse 
habitats.
For members and guests only.

Leader: Mary Vaughan

Friday 22 July: Wellard Wetlands

For details, contact Peel-Mandurah 
Branch: 
Bob Paterson peelbirds1@westnet.au 
or phone 0400 664 453.

Saturday 23 July: Lightning 
Swamp, Noranda 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am at the gate in the SE 
corner of the bushland on Della Road. 
Lightning Swamp, part of Noranda 
Open Space, is an area of seasonal 
wetlands and banksia woodland. 
The area supports some waterbirds, 
and cormorants have bred here. The 
bushland supports a range of species, 
including some that are uncommon in 
smaller reserves, such as the Western 
Thornbill, Tawny-crowned Honeyeater 
and Red-capped Robin. Some areas will 

Coming events, ctd
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be restricted due to the presence of 
dieback.
For members and the general public.

Leader: Clive Nealon

Monday 25 July: Bold Park Eco 
Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat 
Monthly meeting: 7:30 pm
Shane Kearney from the Rottnest 
Island Authority will give a talk on 
‘Rottnest island driving conservation 
and sustainability’.

Saturday 30 July: Albany Pelagic
Meet at Emu Point Boat Harbour, 
Albany, at 6:30 am for a 6:45 am 
departure. We will travel offshore 
to the edge of the continental shelf 
looking for a variety of albatrosses, 
petrels, shearwaters and other 
seabirds, returning to port at around 
4:00 pm.
There is a limit of 18 people on the 
boat, and if we get enough people we 
will run trips on both days. The trips 
are run on a cost-share basis and will 
cost $160 per person for a single trip.
Book a place by contacting John 
Graff either by e-mail at jgraff2@
hotmail.com (preferred) or by phone 
on 0424 008 179. You are welcome to 
book for one day only or both days.

Leader: John Graff

Sunday 31 July: Albany Pelagic

Details as per Albany Pelagic Saturday 
24 October.

Sunday 31 July: Lake Joondalup, 
Joondalup 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am at Neil Hawkins Park, 
in the car park at the end of Boas 
Avenue. The highest number of species 
for any BirdLife WA half-day excursion 
has been at Lake Joondalup with 75 
species of birds seen in one morning. 
There are always lots of waterbirds 
and bushbirds to be seen around this 
large lake, and there could be waders 
as well. Lake Joondalup is within the 
Northern Swan Coastal Plain important 
Bird Area for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo.

Bring your telescope if you have one.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Wayne Merritt

Saturday 6 August: Lake Gwelup, 
Stirling 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am in the car park at the 
corner of Stoneman Street and Huntriss 
Road, north of Karrinyup Road. We 

should see waterbirds and bushbirds, 
and raptors are often seen here. The 
lake dries up in summer, but it should 
be reasonable after some winter rain.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Clive Nealon

Tuesday 8 August: Albany Branch 
excursion

For contact details, see the Albany 
Branch’s report, p28.

Wednesday 10 August: 7:00 pm 
meeting 
Druid’s Hall, Bussell Highway, 
Witchcliffe

For details, see the Cape to Cape 
report, p29.

Saturday 13 August: Wambyn 
Nature Reserve, York 
Full-day excursion

Meet at 8.30 am at the entrance to 
Wambyn Nature Reserve. Travel along 
Great Eastern Highway to The Lakes 
turnoff to York. Travel about 32 km 
along the Great Southern Highway and 
turn right at the sign “P 1 km” and park 
near the gate.

Bring morning tea and lunch. There is 
a good variety of bushbirds, including 
robins, Restless Flycatcher, Brown-
headed Honeyeater and Rufous 
Treecreeper.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Robyn Pickering

Sunday 14 August: Half-day 
excursion, Augusta

For details, see the Cape to Cape 
report, p29.

Sunday 14 August: Whiteman Park, 
Swan 
Photogroup activity

Meet at 8:45 am at Car Park 23 near 
the Dog Park, just off Mussel Pool Road 
in Whiteman Park. This area is in the 
south-east of Whiteman Park. There 
are many walk trails here, including 
the Werillyiup Bush Trail, which 
goes around Horse Swamp. At this time 
of the year, the swamp should be filled 
with water and surrounded by water 
meadows, attracting many bird species.

Ground Cuckoo-shrike, Eyre (see report, p39). Photo by Delene van Dyke

Coming events, ctd
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For members and guests only.

Leader: Keith Wilcox

Thursday 18 August: Manning Lake, 
Spearwood 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am in the car park on 
Azelia Road, opposite the Azelia Ley 
Homestead Museum, on the western 
side of the lake. This semi-permanent 
wetland, noted for its waterbirds, has a 
fringe of paperbark trees. Bushbirds are 
also plentiful in the reserve and in bush 
to the west.

For members and the general public.

Leader: TBA

Saturday 20 to Monday 22 August: 
Campout, Wondinong Station, 
Mount Magnet

The campout will be based at 
Wondinong Station, 72 km north-
east of Mt Magnet on the Mt 
Magnet- Windsor Rd (also known as 
Wynyangoo-Wondinong Rd).

Wondinong offers a range of camping 
and donga-style accommodation, fully-
equipped camp kitchen, modern shower 
facilities, toilets and a laundry. There 
are five single rooms available at $60 
per room per night, two twin shares 
and two double rooms at $80 per room 
per night. Tent sites are $15 per night 
and caravan/camper van sites are $25 
per night.

The property is dominated by mulga 
woodlands and plains and has a 
number of wells. We will have access 
to various parts of the property, which 
has a diverse avifauna, including such 
species as Mulga and Bourke’s Parrots, 
Budgerigar, Western Bowerbird, 
Chiming Wedgebill, Grey-crowned 
Babbler, and Crimson Chat. Scarlet-
chested Parrot has also been seen here.

Note that this is not an ‘official’ long 
weekend but we plan to have three 
full days of birding. We will meet on 
the Friday evening (19th) for a briefing 
and aim to finish by sundown on the 
Monday (22nd).

Book your own accommodation 
at Wondinong (phone 9963 5823 
or mobile 0429 386 182; or 
email:wondinongpastoral@gmail.com).

Numbers will be limited to 20 so please 
call the BirdLife WA office on 9383 7749 
to put your name on the list.

For members and guests only.

Leaders: Peter Taylor and Rose Ferrell

Sunday 21 August: Queens 
Park Regional Open Space, East 
Cannington 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am at the gate opposite 
261 Station Street, East Cannington, 
halfway between Welshpool Road and 
Luyer Avenue. Station Street is closed 
at many points along its length so enter 
from Welshpool Road or Luyer Avenue.

The Friends of Queens Park Bushland 
will lead us through an area of natural 
Marri/banksia bushland containing a 
modified watercourse. The Friends have 
recorded 100 bird species in this area. 
The walk will take 2-3 hours but is on 
mostly flat ground.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Sian Mawson

Monday 22 August: Bold Park Eco 
Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat 
Monthly meeting: 7:30 pm

Manda Page, Principal Zoologist, 
Department of Parks and Wildlife 
(DPaW), will give a talk on To be 
notified.

Friday 26 August: Paganoni Swamp

For details, contact Peel-Mandurah 
Branch: 
Bob Paterson: peelbirds1@westnet.
com.au or phone 0400 664 453.

Saturday 27 August: Karakamia 
Sanctuary, Chidlow 
Full-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am at the car park at the 
visitor’s Centre. Drive east along Great 
Eastern Highway through Mundaring 
and Sawyers Valley. Turn left into Old 
Northam Road at the sign for Chidlow. 
Turn left into Northcoate Road past the 
Chidlow oval and then first right past 
the primary school into Lilydale Road. 
Karakamia is 4.25 km down Lilydale 
Road on the left hand side. Please 
follow the instructions at the gate 
to obtain access. In order to ensure 
Karakamia’s predator free status, 
please remember to allow the gates 
to close completely behind you before 
moving on when both entering and 
exiting. The visitor centre and parking 

is located about 1 km up the gravel 
drive. Allow one hour to drive from 
Perth city.

Karakamia is owned by the Australian 
Wildlife Conservancy (AWC). We will 
carry out some bird surveys and there 
may be rare mammals about, too.

For members and guests only.

Leaders: TBA

Sunday 4 September: Bibra Lake, 
Cockburn 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the first car park 
at the northern end of the lake off 
Progress Drive. Bibra Lake is a part of 
the Beeliar Wetlands chain and a large 
number of bushbirds and waterbirds 
can be seen here. Over 130 bird 
species have been recorded in this 
reserve.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Alan Watson

Friday 9 to Sunday 11 September: 
Nangeen Hill and Mt Caroline 
campout

Nangeen Hill, Mt Caroline and Kokerbin 
Rock are three isolated reserves 
about 200 km east of Perth, managed 
by DPaW and WWF. Nangeen Hill 
is surrounded by a predator proof 
fence to protect a small population 
of Black-flanked Rock Wallabies, 
while Mt Caroline is surrounded by 
private property. Neither can be easily 
accessed.

The campout is part of a project 
looking at bird populations within the 
three isolated reserves. Participants 
will take part in extensive walks to 
compile comprehensive bird lists for the 
reserves.

Surveys commence on Friday 9th 
but those who can only participate 
Saturday and Sunday will also be 
welcome. We will be camping next to 
an unoccupied farmhouse, next to Mt 
Caroline reserve. Participants should be 
self contained but are able to use the 
toilet and shower facilities.

Numbers will be limited to 16. Those 
wishing to attend must put their names 
and email on the list in the office by 
calling 9383 7749 and you will be 
contacted a week or two prior to the 
campout with further details.

Coming events, ctd
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For members and guests only.

Leaders: Andrew and Jill Hobbs 
(9246 2026 andrew@hobbsfamily.

id.au)

Saturday 10 September: Wearne 
Road, North Bannister 
Full-day and Photogroup excursion

Meet at 8:30 am on the corner of 
Wearne Road and Albany Highway. 
Wearne Road is on the left about 37 km 
south of the corner of Jarrahdale Road 
and Albany Highway and immediately 
before the sign ‘North Bannister 2 
km’. We will meet here and then travel 
approximately 10 km down Wearne 
Road to the excursion location.

We will explore the Wandoo woodlands 
looking for robins, babblers and other 
bushbirds. After morning tea we will 
look at another area nearby.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Robyn Pickering

Tuesday 13 September: Albany 
Branch excursion

For contact details, see the Albany 
Branch’s report, p28.

Thursday 15 September: Star 
Swamp, 
North Beach, Stirling 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park at the 
end of Mary Street, Waterman. To get 
there, turn off West Coast Highway at 
Mary Street, and drive to the car park. 
Alternatively, from Marmion Avenue, 
turn left into Beach Road, left into Ethel 
Street, and then left into Mary Street.

Species that may be found here include 
variegated Fairy-wren, White-winged 
Fairy-wren, Southern Boobook and 
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo. Star Swamp 
is part of the Northern Swan Coastal 
Plain iBA for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo 
and has Tuart and banksia woodland 
and heath. A variety of raptors and 
bushbirds can be seen. Over 70 species 
of birds have been recorded here.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Michael Hancock

Sunday 18 September: Bickley 
Brook, Orange Grove 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am in the Hardinge Park 
public car park, Hardinge Road. There 
are a limited number of bays. Red-
browed Finch, Red-eared Firetail, and 
a reasonable range of other bushbirds 
have been recorded on previous 
excursions to the area.

Participants may wish to take 
advantage of the free gas barbecues 
which are provided (from 8:00 am to 
sunset) at the conclusion of the walk.

For members and guests only.

Leaders: John and Ruth Luyer

Monday 19 September: Bold Park 
Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, 
Floreat 
Monthly meeting: 7:30 pm

Felice Morcombe from Murdoch 
University will give a talk on the 
‘Christmas island Hawk Owl’.

Friday 23 September: Lake McLarty

For details, contact Peel-Mandurah 
Branch: 
Bob Paterson: peelbirds1@westnet.
com.au or phone 0400 664 453.

Saturday 24 September: Lake 
Leschenaultia, Chidlow 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 9:00 am at the hotel in 
Chidlow. Travel 10.5 km past 
Mundaring on Great Eastern Highway 
and turn left into Old Northam Road 
and it is 2 km into Chidlow. it is now 
free to enter the park.

A 6 km walk on an excellent track takes 
us through Jarrah, Marri and Wandoo 
woodland where 77 species have been 
recorded.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Charles Merriam

Saturday 24 September to Tuesday 
27 September (4 days) 
Long weekend campout, Central 
Wheatbelt

The campout will be based at the 
Merredin Tourist Park, corner Great 
Eastern Highway and Oats Street, 
which has accommodation facilities 
ranging from backpackers’ rooms, 
camping and caravan sites to luxury, 
self-contained villas. it is located at the 
eastern (Kalgoorlie) side of the town 
which is approximately three to three 
and a half hours’ drive from Perth along 
Great Eastern Highway.

Eurasian Curlew, Point Douro (see report, p10). Photo by Mark Stanley
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Merredin is a good base to access a 
number of excellent reserves in the 
area. In 2012 there was a good variety 
of dry country/wheatbelt birds seen, 
including Malleefowl. Depending upon 
the weather conditions, the reserves 
are accessible by all vehicles on graded 
gravel and/or sand tracks. The area is 
also rich in history.

There will be a limit of 25 persons, so 
please ensure that your name is on the 
list at the office (telephone 9383 7749) 
before booking your accommodation 
at the caravan park (telephone 08 
9041 1535). You can also contact 
the caravan park by e-mail on info@
merredintouristpark.com.au. There 
is no reserved accommodation and, 
therefore, no need to let the operators 
know you are with BirdLife Western 
Australia.

A briefing will be held on the lawn 
area behind caravan sites 59 and 60 
(subject to availability and weather) 
at 5:00 pm on the Friday evening. 
Anybody who arrives later than that 
can get information from the leader 
upon arrival.
Members and guests only.

Leader: Peter Sandilands

Monday 3 October to Saturday 
8 October 
Mount Gibson Wildlife Sanctuary 
survey

A maximum of 12 volunteers are 
sought to undertake four days of 
important bird surveys at Mt Gibson 
Wildlife Sanctuary. The sanctuary 
is managed by the Australian 
Wildlife Conservancy (AWC) and 
the birdwatching is good for dry-

land species such as Major Mitchell’s 
Cockatoo, Southern Scrub-robin, 
Chestnut and Chestnut-breasted Quail-
thrush, Mulga and Burke’s Parrots, 
honeyeaters, Malleefowl and Redthroat.

The survey has now been running for 
four years and focuses on determining 
the differences in avifauna inside and 
outside a 43 km predator-proof fence. 
There is no requirement for volunteers 
to have extensive experience in birding; 
rather, more experienced birders will 
be able to provide assistance to newer 
surveyors. There is also no requirement 
for birders to have access to, nor 
experience in, using a GPS as AWC 
staff navigate birding teams into sites. 
Individuals do need to be able to walk 
up to 1 km through (sometimes thick) 
vegetation. About four surveys of 20 
minutes each are conducted every 
morning and afternoon by each team.

AWC will provide facilities 
(water, power) and some inside 
accommodation will be available. There 
will also be a welcome BBQ on Monday 
3 October, as well as a farewell BBQ on 
Friday 7 October. Birders will also be 
able to visit other good birdwatching 
locations on-sanctuary, plus to search 
for (and hopefully see!) endangered 
Greater Stick-nest Rats, which are kept 
in a feral-proof enclosure.

The turnoff to Mt Gibson Wildlife 
Sanctuary is 74 km north-east of Wubin 
along Great Northern Highway, heading 
for Payne’s Find. The homestead is 27 
km along Mt Gibson Road. Detailed 
directions will be sent to participants. 
Two-wheel drive vehicles are able to 
get into the sanctuary. There should 
not be a requirement to use volunteers’ 
vehicles for the surveys.

Please register at the BirdLife WA office 
on 9383 7749

For members only

Leader: Peter White

Weekend campout in October: 
HiVallee, Badgingarra

Hivallee is a property well known for its 
wonderful diversity of wildflowers and 
consequently good birding. Full details 
in the September edition of WABN.

Leader: Christine Wilder

Coming events, ctd

Crossword No. 27, 
answers
ACROSS
1 length, 4 build, 7 vulnerable, 8 oval, 9 buzzard, 11 used, 12 
comical, 14 havoc, 16 rufous,18 rarity, 19 food, 23 wandering, 
24 walked, 25 stringent.

DOWN
2 gregarious, 3 heard, 4 bulbul, 5 dive, 6 pelagic, 10 zoo, 12 
cormorant, 13 loud, 14 hylacola, 15 verify, 17 hybrid, 20 log, 
21 tern, 22 ripe.

Advertising rates in 
Western Australian Bird Notes

(subject to change without notice)

Full colour (A4 page size): $200.00 one-off, or
$150.00 per page 
if placed in four 
consecutive issues

Black-and-white: ¼ page: $35.00
½ page: $55.00
A4 page $100.00

White-faced Heron, Alfred Cove 
(see report, p34). Photo by 
Graham Little
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Calendar of events
Sat 4 to Mon 6 Jun: Foundation Day campout, Dryandra 

Woodland
Sun 5 Jun: Wungong Gorge, Half-day excursion
Thu 9 Jun: The Spectacles, Kwinana, Half-day excursion
Sat 11 Jun: Serpentine and Pipehead Dams, Serpentine, 

Photography excursion
Sat 11 Jun: Half-day excursion, Gracetown
Sun 12 Jun: Tom Bateman Reserve, Thornlie, Half-day 

excursion
Tue 14 Jun: Albany Bird Group outing
Sat 18 Jun: Flynn Road, Mundaring, Half/Full-day 

excursion
Fri 24 Jun: Fairbridge
Sat 25 Jun: Yanchep National Park, Half-day excursion
Mon 27 Jun: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, 

Floreat, Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Sat 2 Jul: Piesse Brook, Kalamunda, Half-day excursion
Thu 7 Jul: Little Rush Lake, Yangebup, Half-day 

excursion
Sun 10 Jul: Jandakot Regional Park, Harrisdale, Half-day 

excursion
Tue 12 Jul: Albany Branch excursion
Sat 16 Jul: Paganoni Swamp, Karnup, Half-day excursion
Fri 22 Jul: Wellard Wetlands
Sat 23 Jul: Lightning Swamp, Noranda, Half-day 

excursion
Mon 25 Jul: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, 

Floreat, Monthly meeting: 7:30 pm
Sat 30 Jul: Albany Pelagic
Sun 31 Jul: Albany Pelagic
Sun 31 Jul: Lake Joondalup, Joondalup, Half-day 

excursion
Sat 6 Aug: Lake Gwelup, Stirling, Half-day excursion
Tue 8 Aug: Albany Branch excursion
Wed 10 Aug: 7:00 pm meeting, Druid’s Hall, Bussell 

Highway, Witchcliffe
Sat 13 Aug: Wambyn Nature Reserve, York, Full-day 

excursion
Sun 14 Aug: Half-day excursion, Augusta
Sun 14 Aug: Whiteman Park, Swan, Photogroup activity
Thu 18 Aug: Manning Lake, Spearwood, Half-day 

excursion
Sat 20 to Mon 22 Aug: Campout, Wondinong Station, 

Mount Magnet
Sun 21 Aug: Queens Park Regional Open Space, East 

Cannington, Half-day excursion
Mon 22 Aug: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, 

Floreat, Monthly meeting: 7:30 pm
Fri 26 Aug: Paganoni Swamp
Sat 27 Aug: Karakamia Sanctuary, Chidlow
Sun 4 Sep: Bibra Lake, Cockburn, Half-day excursion
Fri 9 to Sun 11 Sep: Nangeen Hill and Mt Caroline 

campout
Sat 10 Sep: Wearne Road, North Bannister, Full-day and 

Photogroup excursion
Tue 13 Sep: Albany Branch excursion
Thu 15 Sep: Star Swamp, North Beach, Stirling, Half-day 

excursion
Sun 18 Sep: Bickley Brook, Orange Grove, Half-day 

excursion
Mon 19 Sep: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, 

Floreat, Monthly meeting: 7:30 pm
Fri 23 Sep: Lake McLarty
Sat 24 Sep: Lake Leschenaultia, Chidlow, Half-day 

excursion
Sat 24 Sep to Tue 27 Sep (4 days): Long weekend 

campout, Central Wheatbelt
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The group at Mt Trio, Stirling Range (see report, p37). 
Photo by John McMullan

Members in the field

Left: Just another Owlet-nightjar, 
Jilbalji (see report, p35). Photo by 

Leader Robyn explains where the 
group will be going, Lowlands 
(see report, p32). Photo by Judy 
Blyth

Shorebirds 2020 participants, Port Hedland (see report, 
p16). Photo by Melissa Wood

At the Lake Coogee excursion on 
16 April. Photo by Penny Lee

Albany Noongar Elder, Carol Pettersen, doing the 
Welcome to Country at the Festival of Birds Symposium 
at the Albany Town Hall on 11 March 2016, watched 
on by UWA’s Professor Stephen Hopper and Emeritus 
Professor John Pate, both of whom were keynote 
speakers (see report, p16). Photo by Basil Schur

Margaret River campout (see report, p33). Photo by 
Alan Watson
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So how did this Common Greenshank at 
Nairns know Osprey don’t eat other birds? 
The little guy did a full 360 around the 
Osprey. Neither were the slightest bit 
interested in the other. Photo by Maris Lauva

On 12 March, I took the camera to our (dry) Lake  Claremont 
trying to get honeyeaters on the flowering eucalypts. They weren’t 
cooperating but this fellow, although somewhat skittish, allowed me 
to set up in time to get a take-off sequence.
Canon 60D with Sigma 100-600 mm lens.
Black-shouldered Kite, Lake Claremont. Photo by David Free

At Eyre Bird Observatory: (above left) Mulga Parrot on  a saltbush; (above right) Malleefowl on North Track. See 
report, p39). Photos by Delene van Dyke


