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Front cover:  South Polar Skua seen off Albany (see report, p11). Photo by Plaxy Barrett

Hooded Plover, Mylies Beach, west of Hopetoun, Fitzgerald River 
National Park (see p18). Photo  by John Tucker

Brown Quail, Bold Park (see p11). 
Photo by Paul Sellers

See Faure Island report, p4. Figure 2 shows a fluctuation over the six surveys in the abundance of significant species 
in this suite of birds. Compared with 2013, in 2014 there were more Lesser Sand Plovers (682 in 2014, 676 in 2013) and 
Grey-tailed Tattlers (251, 237)
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MONITORING BIRD POPuLATIONS ON FAuRE 
ISLAND, OCTOBER 2014

INTRODuCTION

Collaboration with like-minded conservation organisations 
has been an integral objective of the BirdLife Western 
Australia Branch (BWA) for a number of years. The 
annual survey of Faure Island, a collaborative exercise 
with the Australian Wildlife Conservancy (AWC), is 
a good example of this (Mather 2010, 2011).  Faure 
Island is listed internationally by BirdLife International 
and BirdLife Australia as an Important Bird Area (IBA). 
Faure Island, east of Point Peron in Shark Bay, was 
leased to AWC in 1999 with the aim of contributing 
to conservation of Australia’s biodiversity through 
establishing viable populations of threatened mammals 
and initiating research to increase the effectiveness of 
threatened species management in arid Australia. The 
AWC lease does not include the intertidal habitat of the 
majority	of	the	bird	species,	significantly	the	habitat	of	
the threatened species 
recorded. However, the 
management of the 
terrestrial environment 
could be having a 
positive impact on this 
habitat.

A pastoral lease since 
1873, initially for 
pearling interests and 
then for angora goats 
and sheep, stocking 
rates were well beyond 
capacity at 2700 sheep 
in 1974. unfortunately, 
due to this grazing 
history, 21 weed 
species have invaded 
the island, the most 
significant	being	Buffel	
Grass (Cenchrus ciliaris) 
and African Boxthorn 
(Lycium ferocissimum). 
When AWC took over 
the lease, the island 
was de-stocked and 
40 or so feral cats 
were eradicated by 
researchers from the 
Department of Parks 
and Wildlife (Algar 
et al. 2010). AWC 
have translocated and 
established several 
small to medium sized 
native mammals that 
fossil records showed 
once existed on the 
island.

Responding to an 
invitation from AWC, 

Birds Australia Western Australia (BAWA) as BWA 
then	was,	first	surveyed	the	Faure	bird	population	in	
2008, followed by 2009, 2010, 2012, 2013 and 2014. 
A summary of previous surveys and incidental reports 
indicated that the avifauna was poorly known and that 
there were no published reports on the landbirds (Dell & 
Cherriman 2008). Ninety-seven bird species are known 
from the island but as the annotated list resulting from 
this summary indicates, the records did not provide any 
population data for the species that BWA has recorded 
consistently in the six, September to November, surveys 
since 2008.

The aims of these annual surveys were to survey both 
the shorebirds and terrestrial species on the island, 
gathering abundance and species presence data. The 
data gathered is providing feedback to AWC, assisting in 
their management of the island. These data were also 
submitted to the BirdLife Australia national databases, 

Shorebirds 2020 and BA 
Atlas.

METHODS

Study area
The 5816ha Faure 
Island is within the 
Shark Bay Heritage 
Property, is surrounded 
by the Shark Bay 
Marine Park and is 26 
metres above sea level 
at its highest point. 
Intertidal	mudflats	
surround the island 
and it is those to the 
north, north-west and 
north-east that are 
significant	foraging	
sites for shorebirds. 
Mangals follow the 
creek lines in these 
areas (Fig. 1). This area 
supports a very rich 
burrowing invertebrate 
fauna, especially small 
polychaetes and bivalve 
molluscs (Slack-Smith 
1990).

Survey methods
Roost sites of 
shorebirds known from 
previous work were 
searched by participants 
working in pairs from 
6-10 October 2014. 
Previous experience 

Fig. 1: Faure Island with important foraging sites within and 
adjacent to the mangroves which are shown as shaded areas. 
Birridas are shown in stippled areas.
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suggested that the birds congregated to roost on either 
the	north-west	or	north-east	side	of	the	island,	flocking	
to	the	roosts	from	the	extensive	mud	flats	off	shore.

All	shorebirds	were	identified	and	counted.	The	shoreline	
was accessed through existing tracks and the starting 
point of each survey was recorded. Each team was 
equipped with telescopes, binoculars, radios and GPS. 
The use of radios and two 
vehicles made it easier to co-
ordinate participants and to make 
the	most	efficient	use	of	the	
limited time.

For landbirds, we used the BA 
Atlas method of a 2ha 20 minute 
search, recording presence, 
abundance and breeding 
evidence. Incidental sightings, 
outside the survey areas, were 
also recorded both for presence 
and abundance. The surveys 
were done at 2 ha sites already 
established by AWC to monitor 
flora	and	fauna	on	the	island.

The taxonomic order and 
nomenclature of Christidis and 
Boles (2008) was used for all bird 
records. Breeding was recorded for both shorebirds and 
landbirds.

RESuLTS

The overall estimate of the number of birds on the 
island was 12 244. Estimates of the birds recorded 
outside the survey areas were dependent on the areas 
travelled	through	so	the	figure	of	12	244	is	probably	an	
underestimate. For example, Tree Martins and Zebra 
Finches range all over the island yet were only counted at 
2ha survey sites and incidentally.

Shorebird abundance
The total shorebird abundance in 2014 (11 494) was 
slightly less than in 2013 (12 005) but comparable with 
the last three surveys.

The site that held the greatest abundance (7178) was to 
the north and east of the island (Rocky Point to Tadpole). 
The	significant	roosting	areas	were	all	adjacent	to	the	
important	foraging	habitats	of	intertidal	flats,	shallow	
lagoons and mangroves (Fig. 1). 

Trans-equatorial migratory shorebirds
Figure	2	(see	p2)	shows	a	fluctuation	over	the	six	surveys	
in	the	abundance	of	significant	species	in	this	suite	of	
birds. Compared with 2013, in 2014 there were more 
Lesser Sand Plovers (682 in 2014, 676 in 2013), Grey-
tailed Tattlers (251, 237).

Species richness
Fifty-six species were recorded during this survey, 
including 36 shorebird species of which 17 were trans-
equatorial migratory species. This is fewer than in 2013 
(45 and 21). We recorded two species, Common Tern and 
Orange Chat, which had not previously been recorded on 
the	island.	Our	record	of	Banded	Lapwing	was	the	first	

since 2005.

Species richness in the AWC 2ha 
vegetation plots was greatest at 
the Date Palm site (8) but this 
would be skewed by the presence 
of water at the tank and by one 
of the few eucalypts left on the 
island. Species richness at the 
remaining sites ranged from zero 
(four	sites)	to	five	(one	site)	
(Appendix II).

Breeding
Fairy Terns were noted breeding 
with estimated 20-25 nests, 63 
birds and one only juvenile. Red-
capped Plovers also had runners. 
The Singing Honeyeater was 
recorded as breeding.

DISCuSSION

BWA’s 2014 survey has again shown the importance 
of this site for shorebirds, particularly trans-equatorial 
species that migrate from their breeding habitat in the 
Arctic tundra to this area of the southern hemisphere 
for	the	Austral	summer.	The	data	again	confirmed	the	
island’s listing as an IBA.

The difference in the shorebird abundance results over 
the six surveys could be attributed to the differing census 
dates,	the	population	fluctuations	of	each	species	and	
the	increasing	observer	confidence	in	identifying	roost	
sites for counting. The Australian Pied Oystercatcher 
count of 95 was less than previous counts (152, 131, 
145, 190, 119) but this mobile species would move 
through all suitable habitat in the Shark Bay area. The 
Pied Cormorant count was also down (428) and we 
saw no evidence of recent breeding on the island, but 
as a mobile species the only accurate count would be 
during nesting. The sites where greatest abundance was 
recorded were roosting areas, all of which were adjacent 
to sites of the important foraging habitats of intertidal 
flats,	shallow	lagoons	and	mangroves.	The	run-off	into	
the	creek	lines	and	flats	could	be	contributing	to	the	
nutritional resources available at these sites and the 
estimated increase of shorebird abundance since 2008.

Internationally important sites have been recognised 
based on Criterion 6 of the Ramsar Convention 
which states that “a wetland should be considered 
internationally important if it regularly supports 1% of the 

Faure Island East Creek (see also pp2, 47). 
Photo by Sue Mather

MONITORING BIRD POPuLATIONS ON FAuRE 
ISLAND, OCTOBER 2014, ctd
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individuals in a population of one species or subspecies 
of waterbird”. The abundance of Red-necked Stint (6716) 
was greater than the 1% population threshold (3250) 
for this species. Sites are also recognised based on the 
movement of 0.25% of a population through a site during 
migration (staging criterion) (Bamford et al. 2008). 
Table 1 shows the abundance results from Faure Island 
meeting the staging criterion for Lesser Sand Plover, Bar-
tailed Godwit, Grey-tailed Tattler and Red-necked Stint.

We recorded one Bar-tailed Godwit with a black 
over	white	leg	flag,	indicating	that	it	was	banded	at	
Chongming Donztan Nature Reserve in the Yangtze 
Estuary. The undisturbed shoreline of Faure Island 
provides a rare opportunity to eliminate human impact as 
a variable when estimating numbers of shorebirds over 
time.

These	repeated	surveys	are	confirming	that	the	tidal	
flats	surrounding	Faure	Island,	some	with	seagrass	
beds, provide nutritional support for more than 10 000 
shorebirds, indicating the richness of this foraging 
ground. Surrounding waters have varying levels of 
salinity, largely depending on depth and distance from 
the	open	ocean.	This	is	reflected	in	the	abundant	and	
diverse benthic invertebrate fauna related to the salinity 
gradient,	the	mangroves	and	tidal	flow.	The	transition	
of land use from sheep, goats and feral animals to 
Australian native fauna is likely to have a measurable 
positive	impact	on	the	land	and	the	flora.	The	reduced	
water run-off and nutrients from the island related to 
increased	plant	cover,	may	impact	the	tidal	flats	and	this	
may be an area for future research. With the removal 
of grazing pressure in the run-off areas for the intertidal 
flats	and	lagoons	it	is	likely	that	there	would	be	less	
silting up occurring, ensuring the conservation of these 
foraging and roosting sites.

Species other than those recorded in the 
shorebird counts
The absence of small insectivores such as White-winged 
Fairy-wren, Chiming Wedgebill, Thick-billed Grasswren 
and White-browed Scrubwren was noted, consistent 
with observations by Dell and Cherriman (2008). These 
species are all found on the adjacent mainland in similar 
habitat. However, abundance of the Redthroat, another 
small insectivore, continued to be high, suggesting that 
the island provides a suitable habitat for some small 
insectivores.
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Species 2014 
census

1% 
threshold

Staging 
threshold

Lesser Sand Plover 682 1300 325

Bar-tailed Godwit 1099 3250 812

Grey-tailed Tattler 251 500 125

Red-necked Stint 6716 3250 813

Table 1: Species triggering the Staging Threshold.

Carnamah, Inering Hills
3.5 hours drive north of Perth

Purpose built modern one bedroom self contained studio/cottage 
on working farm with fine views over the granite rocks. Wheatbelt 
and transitional woodland birds. Linen  supplied. Guided visit to 
key sites included.

2 nights, 2-3 people $275.00.
Other options for accommodation may be available. Please ask.
For more details + photos, contact Paulina Wittwer:

Email: paulina.wittwer@outlook.com 
or 0428 674 074. Farm: 9951 1225. 

www.facebook.com/wittwerfarmbirdwatchersaccommodation
Members of BirdLife WA and Land for Wildlife.

Your well behaved dog is welcome.
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Appendix I: Faure Island total species list – species present and estimated abundance of shorebirds and bushbirds, 
abundance of bushbirds in AWC 2ha vegetation survey plots. P=Present, but individuals not counted.

BAWA November 2008, September 2009, October 2010, BWA October 2012, October 2013, October 2014.

Species  2008 2009 2010 2012 2013 2014

Stubble Quail Coturnix pectoralis P 0 0 0 2 0

Brown Quail Coturnix ypsilophora P 0 0 0 8 1
Australian Shelduck Tadorna tadornoides 9 1 25 21 0 0

Grey Teal Anas gracilis 0 0 0 34 0 0

Crested Pigeon Ocyphaps lophotes P P 16 24 47 12

Australasian Darter Anhinga melanogaster 0 0 0 0 1 0

Little Pied Cormorant Phalacrocorax melanoleucos 10 0 13 2 27 7
Little Black Cormorant Phalacrocorax sulcirostris 0 0 11 0 30 3
Pied Cormorant Phalacrocorax varius 2081 825 1078 1050 602 428
Australian Pelican Pelecanus conspicillatus 0 70 49 81 41 51
Eastern Great Egret Ardea alba 2 13 10 4 51 40
Striated Heron Butorides striatus 2 2 9 25 6 11

White-faced Heron Egretta novaehollandiae 52 47 38 35 43 8

Little Egret Egretta garzetta 60 43 51 68 61 28

Eastern Reef Egret Egretta sacra 6 6 2 1 0 0

Nankeen Night-Heron Nycticorax caledonicus 2 2 2 0 7 0
Eastern Osprey Pandion haliaetus P 0 1 0 0 0
Black-shouldered Kite Elanus axillaris P P 2 2 0 0

Black-breasted Buzzard Hamirostra melanosternon 0 0 1 0 0 0

White-bellied Sea-Eagle Haliaeetus leucogaster P P 4 5 6 4

Brown Goshawk Accipiter fasciatus P P 1 0 1 2

Spotted Harrier Circus assimilis 0 P 0 0 0 0

Wedge-tailed Eagle Aquila audax P P 3 0 2 5

Nankeen Kestrel Falco cenchroides P P 3 2 8 2

Brown Falcon Falco berigora 0 0 1 1 0 0
Australian Bustard Ardeotis australis P P 3 1 0 0

Australian Pied Oystercatcher Haematopus longirostris 152 131 145 190 119 95

Black-winged Stilt Haematopus fuliginosus 91 95 44 87 54 25

Banded Stilt Himantopus himantopus 0 0 60 0 38 0

Pacific	Golden	Plover Pluvialis fulva 3 0 0 0 2 1

Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola 34 56 65 28 66 71

Red-capped Plover Pluvialis squatarola 361 379 241 515 402 189

Lesser Sand Plover Charadrius ruficapillus 4 162 7 24 676 682

Greater Sand Plover Charadrius mongolus 130 91 355 1816 397 182
Red-kneed Dotterel Erythrogonys cinctus 0 0 0 0 4 0
Banded Lapwing Vanellus tricolor 0 0 0 0 0 2
Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa 0 0 1 0 0 0
Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica 1087 855 2009 2402 1300 1099
Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 71 77 48 35 92 27

Eastern Curlew Numenius madagascariensis 66 69 78 131 37 12
Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata 0 0 0 0 2 0
Terek Sandpiper Xenus cinereus 0 0 4 3 2 1
Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 7 1 14 3 14 1
Grey-tailed Tattler Tringa brevipes 106 21 177 214 237 251

MONITORING BIRD POPuLATIONS ON FAuRE 
ISLAND, OCTOBER 2014, ctd
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Species  2008 2009 2010 2012 2013 2014

Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia 100 131 283 278 201 49

Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis 1 2 4 0 27 0

Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres 21 8 34 12 38 22

Great Knot Calidris tenuirostris 462 77 144 392 129 646

Red Knot Calidris canutus 0 11 267 13 108 0

Sanderling Calidris alba 9 0 2 0 13 0

Red-necked Stint Calidris ruficollis 2911 1683 3228 2662 5944 6716

Long-toed Stint Calidris subminuta 8 0 0 0 0 0

Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos 0 1 0 0 0 0

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper Calidris acuminata 14 14 171 30 336 102
Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea 34 6 311 44 332 457

Broad-billed Sandpiper Limicola falcinellus 0 0 0 0 1 0
Little Button-quail Turnix velox P P 4 0 0 0
Fairy Tern Sterna nereis 43 11 9 26 19 70

Gull-billed Tern Sterna nilotica 0 0 0 2 2 1

Caspian Tern Sterna caspia 0 83 39 29 19 12

Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybridus 24 46 39 35 21 22

Common Tern Sterna hirundo 43

Lesser Crested Tern Thalasseus bengalensis 0 2 7 5 4 9

Crested Tern Thalasseus bergii 75 117 201 34 168 45

Pacific	Gull Larus pacificus 0 2 0 1 1 0

Silver Gull Chroicocephalus 
novaehollandiae 404 301 199 216 171 171

Galah Cacatua roseicapilla 0 0 5 0 0 0

Horsfield's	Bronze-Cuckoo Chalcites basalis P 0 0 0 0 0

Eastern Barn Owl Tyto alba 0 0 1 0 1 0

Red-backed	Kingfisher Todiramphus pyrrhopygia P 0 0 0 0 0

Sacred	Kingfisher Todiramphus sanctus 0 P 2 0 1 0

Rufous Fieldwren Calamanthus campestris 0 P 0 2 0 0

Redthroat Pyrrholaemus brunneus P P P 19 17 19

Striated Pardalote Pardalotus striatus 0 0 2 1 0 0

Pied Honeyeater Certhionyx variegatus P 0 13 14 0 0

Singing Honeyeater Lichenostomus virescens P P 14 46 51 34

White-fronted Honeyeater Phylidonyris albifrons P 0 4 0 0 0

Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater Acanthagenys rufogularis P P 4 1 9 0

Crimson Chat Epthianura tricolor P 0 0 0 0 0

Orange Chat Epthianura aurifrons P P 0 2 0 6

White-fronted Chat Epthianura albifrons P P 6 0 32 25

Black Honeyeater Certhionyx niger P P 0 0 0 0

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike Coracina novaehollandiae 0 P 1 18 0 0

White-breasted Woodswallow Artamus leucorynchus P P 1 13 41 33

Masked Woodswallow Artamus personatus 0 0 1 109 0 0

Grey Butcherbird Cracticus torquatus 0 P 4 3 2 0

Pied Butcherbird Cracticus nigrogularis 0 0 1 4 0 0

Appendix I: Faure Island total species list, ctd

MONITORING BIRD POPuLATIONS ON FAuRE 
ISLAND, OCTOBER 2014, ctd
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Species  2008 2009 2010 2012 2013 2014

Grey Fantail Rhipidura fuliginosa 0 P 0 0 0 0

Mangrove Grey Fantail Rhipidura phasiana P P P P 9 2

Willie Wagtail Rhipidura leucophrys 0 P 0 0 2 0

Little Crow Corvus bennetti P P 6 16 2 8

Little Grassbird Megalurus gramineus 0 P 2 2 4 1

Brown Songlark Cincloramphus cruralis P P 0 8 0 0

Yellow White-eye Zosterops luteus P P P P 19 8

Silvereye Zosterops lateralis P 0 0 0 5 2

White-backed Swallow Cheramoeca leucosternus P P P 2 14 3

Welcome Swallow Hirundo neoxena P P 3 20 27 37

Tree Martin Hirundo nigricans P P 1 73 177 177

Zebra Finch Taeniopygia guttata P P 16 73 383 246

Australasian Pipit Anthus novaeseelandiae P P P 6 30 38

Unidentified	small	waders  - 1000 170 164 160 -

Total  8442 5441 9770 11 179 12 905 12 244

Species richness  67 69 77 66 70 56

Appendix I: Faure Island total species list, ctd

MONITORING BIRD POPuLATIONS ON FAuRE 
ISLAND, OCTOBER 2014, ctd

 Species 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 Total

Crested Pigeon 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3
White-bellied Sea 
Eagle 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

Wedge-tailed Eagle 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2

Brown Goshawk 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

Redthroat 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 2 0 4 6 0 0 17

Singing Honeyeater 1 1 3 1 4 0 1 4 2 0 1 1 0 4 1 0 0 24

Orange Chat 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6

White-fronted Chat 0 0 20 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 20
White-breasted 
Woodswallow 0 8 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 10

Welcome Swallow 0 6 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7

Tree Martin 0 1 11 1 2 0 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 22

Little Crow 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 2

Zebra Finch 0 200 0 6 2 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 210

Australasian Pipit 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 1 5

 Total 1 220 34 14 9 0 8 9 2 0 4 3 0 15 9 0 2 330

Species Richness 1 8 4 4 4 0 5 4 1 0 2 2 0 4 3 0 2  

Appendix II – Survey sites – Bushbirds 2ha Atlas surveys - 2014
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Obituary
vALE STEWART HOuGHTON
Stewart Houghton, a long standing member, died on 
30 June 2014 after a short illness. Stewart will be 
remembered as a quiet person with a biting and dry wit. 
He was a keen birdwatcher, sometimes on campouts, 
but often on his own. Raptors was the group of birds 
that really interested him. Migrating from England as a 
young man, Stewart’s career began at the university of 
New England and then shortly after he began lecturing at 
the Geography Department of The university of Western 

Australia. His special interest, on which he published 
several papers, was the ecology of cities.

After retiring, Stewart offered to take over the BirdLife 
Library, a volunteer task he managed ably for several 
years. We often talked about his last or next tennis match 
— a sport he obviously enjoyed greatly. A quiet and 
caring man who has left us quietly and will be missed.

Suzanne Mather

Meals on wheels

Claire Gerrish (WABN 154:26) records birds collecting 
insects from the front of vehicles, presumably from their 
radiators.

This reminds me of similar observations I made in the 
Perth CBD in the early 1950s. Then, the electrical trolley 
bus network only extended as far west as Wembley 
so the City Beach buses were fuel driven and thus 
had radiators in front of them and when waiting for 
passengers at their terminus, just east of the intersection 
of Wellington and William Streets, Willie Wagtails would 
pluck insects from their radiators. As Claire points out, 
literally Meals on Wheels.

Also, in the mid 1970s, I observed Rufous Treecreepers 
foraging around a parking/picnic place bordering forest, 
possibly the valley of the Giants in the lower south-
west, and Painted Finches foraging around picnic paces 
amongst spinifex in the Pilbara.

Robert Stranger

Note: Congrats to those who have and still edit the 
WABN.	It	is	/	has	become	a	significant	ornithological	
publication.

Clearing of Carnaby’s roosting sites

Jim Kelly, councillor at the Shire of victoria Plains, has 
alerted us to the fact that a prime 5-7 ha (approx) block 
of Wandoo bush and forest used for many years by 
nesting and roosting Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo, has been 
earmarked by the shire to be cleared for the building of 
rodeo grounds and stadium.

The site is adjacent to the Mogumber Hall and toilet 
block, on the north side of Mogumber.  It is a favourite 
spot for birdwatchers coming north, being about 1.5 
hours from Perth.

Jim has enlisted the help of Wally Kirkhoff from Moora 
who has installed three nesting boxes. If the rodeo arena 
goes ahead it is intended to remove these nesting boxes.

Jim Kelly’s contact details are: mobile 0428 515 045. 
email: varley2303@gmail.com 
Postal address: Jim Kelly, RSM 607. Gillingarra WA 6510 

Paulina Wittwer

Loss of wetlands in Australia

A recent weekend press article among my ongoing 
collection of press cuttings (taken from national and 
local weekly and dailies) prompted me to make a reality 
check on just how far we are enlightened today about the 
protection in Australia of native and migratory bird life.

Where to start?  Many years ago, I was bequeathed 
abroad a number of books about sports hunting 
worldwide. Some of the editions were from as far back as 
the mid-nineteenth century.

I	quickly	snatched	up	a	blue	hard	back	from	the	flurried	
attentions of the busy housekeeper’s feather duster upon 
the bookshelves. My eye was caught by the title The 
birds of marsh and mere—and how to shoot them, by J.C 
Nichols, London, Heath Crampton Limited, 1926..

While randomly skimming the old book’s pages, I 
took note of ‘The Introductory Note’ by J.G. Mallais: 
‘In these days, when sentimentality often overrides 
common-sense,	it	is	refreshing	to	find	that	there	are	a	
few devotees of a clean and high-class sport such as 
wildfowling’.

The author’s chapter xIII avidly describes his fondness 
for hunting curlew, godwits, avocet, oyster-catchers, 
and several species of plover. Of course, even by the late 
nineteenth century boatmen with punt-guns slaughtered 
thousands of ducks and geese for the meat market.

These	days,	many	modern	readers	would	find	gross	such	
bald accounts by old-time sport hunters of their slaughter 
of wild birds, condemning those outdoors activities as 
reprehensible and totally lacking in sensitivity.

Yet, for all this former wild bird plunder, those bird 
species of marsh and mere in Britain survived, principally 

Letters to the Editors
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because their vital wetland habitat remained largely 
unaltered and unadulterated; indeed, usually preserved 
by the enlightened self-interest of sport and commerce.

What of Australia’s commonly threatened remnant 
wetlands today?

I cut out from The Weekend Australian August 1-2, 2015 
an article (The Nation, p.9; ‘Claims spring a leak; wetland 
existed before the time of cane’:

Historical records [circa 1926] show that the 
Yandina Creek wetland, which was drained two 
weeks ago, leaving protected nesting waterbirds 

stranded, closely resembled the area before it 
was developed for sugarcane plantations almost 
a century ago.

On the face of it, Australia is not so enlightened, not 
so advanced in wetland care and avian wildlife habitat 
conservation today as to justify any retrospective 
condemnation of once permissible practices by commonly 
leisured gentry long dead, or by former wildfowl meat 
hunters.

Tony France

Letters to the Editors, ctd

This list has been compiled by the WA 
Records	Officer	with	input	from	the	
WA Records Committee. Metropolitan 
suburbs or shires are in parentheses. 
Please report interesting observations 
the	WA	Records	Officer,	John	Graff	
(wasightings@birdlife.org.au) or to 
the	BirdLife	WA	office	(9383	7749).	
Sightings are included on the BirdLife 
WA sightings page (http://birdswa.
org.au/sightings.htm) as soon as 
possible, and the most interesting 
are selected for inclusion in the next 
WABN.

Highlights
A relatively quiet quarter overall, 
though there were quite a number 
of interesting records from the arid 
zone. The highlight was a Eurasian 
Curlew found at Bush Point near 
Broome in early July, probably the 
same individual reported earlier in 
the year in the Broome area (see 
WABN 154). Also of note was a 
Dollarbird photographed on Faure 
Island in Shark Bay, south of their 
typical range. A South Polar Skua 
(see photo, front page) was recorded 
off Albany on the BirdLife Albany 
pelagics	for	the	fifth	May	trip	in	a	
row (though none were recorded the 
following day), along with several 
other large skuas of undetermined 
identity. The repeated records of this 
species off the southern WA coast in 
April and May suggests the species is 
a regular passage migrant in autumn. 
Intermediate Soft-plumaged 
Petrels were also recorded on both 
May pelagics, along with Black-
bellied Storm-Petrel and Arctic 
Tern on the Sunday trip.

Yellow-plumed Honeyeaters 
continued to be reported in unusually 
high numbers along the western 
edge of the Darling Scarp, with a 
few turning up on the coastal plain 
proper. The species is a regular 
visitor to the western edge of the 
scarp in autumn-winter, but rarely 
reaches the coastal plain. There 
have also been a large number of 
Brown Quail reports (see photo p2) 
from across the Perth area. Given 
the debate over the presence of 
the species in the region, and the 
provenance of birds in the Perth area, 
it is interesting to note that this has 
coincided roughly with an increase 
in records from the Pilbara and even 
Murchison areas.

METROPOLITAN (uBD 
STREET DIRECTORY)
Brush Bronzewing – 1, 17/05/15, 

Koondoola Regional Bushland 
(Koondoola) – PW (rare in the 
metropolitan area)

Peaceful Dove – 1, 08/06/15, 
Kingstown Barracks (Rottnest 
Island) – PC (likely aviary 
escapee; photographs)

Southern Fulmar – 1 beachwashed 
alive, taken into care, 
18/05/15, Scarborough Beach 
(Scarborough) – via CL (rarely 
reported in WA)

Spotted Harrier – 1, 11-18/05/15, 
Port Kennedy area (Port Kennedy) 
– CL & MB * 1, 08/06/15, 
Emerald Court (Singleton) – SB * 
1, 15/06/15, Secret Harbour Golf 

Course (Secret Harbour) – NB 
(rare in the metropolitan area; 
photographs)

Bush Stone-curlew – 1, 28/06/15, 
John xIII College (Mount 
Claremont) – AS (rare in the 
metropolitan area, possibly same 
bird reported in same area in late 
2014 – see WABN 153)

Yellow-plumed Honeyeater 
– 1, 20/04/15, Bindaring 
Park (Bassendean) – JW * 1, 
25/04/15, BirdLife WA excursion 
at Lake Coogee (Munster) – SM 
(rare on the coastal plain; see 
also WABN 154)

SOuTH WEST (SHARK 
BAY TO CAPE ARID)
Soft-plumaged Petrel – 2 

intermediate birds, 23/05/15, 
BirdLife WA pelagic off Albany – 
JG et al. * 1 dark intermediate/
dark bird, 24/05/15, BirdLife 
WA pelagic off Albany – JG et 
al. (intermediate birds rarely 
reported; photographs)

Spotted Harrier – 1, 12/06/15, 
farmland west of Harvey township 
(Harvey) – BR (uncommon in the 
south-west)

Australian Bustard – 1, 17/06/15, 
corner	of	Glenfield	Rd	and	
Williams-Narrogin Rd (Williams) 
– MBr (uncommon in the western 
Wheatbelt)

Inland Dotterel – 15, including 6 
runners, 18-19/04/15, private 
property near Mukinbudin 

Observations
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(Mukinbudin) – NB, JS et al. 
(uncommon in the south-west; 
high count for the south-west)

South Polar Skua – 1+, 23/05/15, 
BirdLife WA pelagic off Albany 
– JG et al. (rarely reported off 
Western Australia but likely 
a regular passage migrant 
in autumn; subject to BARC 
acceptance; photographs)

Arctic Tern – 1, 24/05/15, BirdLife 
WA pelagic off Albany – JG et 
al. (rarely reported off Western 
Australia but likely a regular 
visitor; photographs)

ARID ZONE

Freckled Duck – 30, early 05/15, 
Lake Miranda (Leonora) – WM 
(rare in the arid zone)

Flock Bronzewing – 4, 28/04/15, c. 
20 km west of Port Hedland (Port 
Hedland) – JG (rarely reported in 
the Pilbara)

Southern Fulmar – 1 beachwashed 
dead, 10/06/15, Kanidal Beach, 
Eyre Bird Observatory – AdR 
et al. (rarely reported in WA; 
photographs)

Black Kite – 1, 18/05/15, Telegraph 
Track, east of Norseman 
(Dundas) – MBi (south of usual 
range; photographs)

Inland Dotterel – 9, mid 05/15, 
Great Northern Hwy, c. 65 km 
north of Meekatharra – Jv (rarely 
reported nomad)

Australian Pratincole – 1, 
20/04/15, North West Coastal 
Hwy, 10 km south of Carnarvon 
(Carnarvon) – WM et al. (south of 
usual range)

Lesser Noddy – 1, 21/04/15, Coral 
Bay (Exmouth) – WM et al. 
(rarely reported away from the 
Abrolhos Islands)

Purple-crowned Lorikeet – 9, 
28/05/15, Warne River, c. 50 km 
east of Paynes Find (Sandstone) 
– FO (northern edge of range)

Scarlet-chested Parrot – 1 male, 
26-27/04/15, Wondinong Station, 
c. 75 km north-east of Mount 
Magnet (Cue) – MS (west of 
usual range)

DOLLARBIRD – 1, 09/04/15, 
Faure Island (Shark Bay) – BP 

& JA (south of usual range; 
photographs)

Eastern Yellow Wagtail – 1 
subspecies tschutschentsis 
breeding plumage, 10/06/15, 
Kanidal Beach, Eyre Bird 
Observatory – AdR et al. (rare in 
southern WA; rarely overwinter in 
Australia; photographs)

KIMBERLEY

Banded Stilt – 1, 06/07/15, Duck 
Lake, Roebuck Plains Station 
(Broome) – BBO (rare visitor to 
the Kimberley)

EURASIAN CURLEW – 1, 03/07/15, 
Bush Point (Broome) – NJ & 
AB (4th record for Australia; 
subject to BARC acceptance; 
photographs)

White-browed Woodswallow – 2, 
late 06/15, Purnululu National 
Park (Halls Creek) – WM (rarely 
reported in WA)

BLUE AND WHITE FLYCATCHER 
(sensu lato) – 1, 22/12/14, 
Barrow Island (Ashburton) – AM 
(vagrant to Australia; this species 
may be subject to revision 
into two species, doubtfully 
distinguishable	in	the	field;	
subject to BARC acceptance)

OBSERvERS

AB = Adrian Boyle
AdR = Alma de Rebeira
AM = Angus Moir
AS = Andrew Skead
BBO = Broome Bird Observatory
BP = Bryony Palmer
BR = Bill Russell
CL = Craig Lester
FO = Frank O’Connor
JA = Jack Ashby
JG = John Graff
JS = Jennie Stock
Jv = Jordan vos
JW = Jordan Webber
MB = Malcolm Beeton
MBi = Mark Binns
MBr = Michael Brown
MN = Mark Newman
MS = Mark Stanley
NB = Nick Brown
NJ = Nigel Jackett
PC = Peter Coyle
PW = Peter White
SB = Stephanie Brown
SM = Sian Mawson
WM = Wayne Merritt

Observations, ctd

Rare Crested White-bellied Sea-Eagle (above left) and (above 
right) Eastern Yellow Wagtail, Eyre (see p39). Photos by Mike 
Hobgen
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CHAIR’S REPORT

BirdLife WA reports

Quality of digital photographs
IMPORTANT —PLEASE READ!

When submitting photos for use in WABN, please send a high quality image, eg, 300 dpi, with a file size of 
at least 500 kb.

It is suggested  that the settings on your digital camera be changed to the maximum resolution (setting).

Another area that could cause a problem is that some e-mail programs automatically reduce the file size so 
these settings could be adjusted to maintain the original file size.When e-mailing images please attach them to an 
e-mail and not embedded in a Word document or in the e-mail itself.

It is hard to know where to begin to summarise all that 
BirdLife WA and the Executive Committee (EC) have 
been up to over the past few months. The Executive 
Committee meets monthly and we manage to keep the 
sessions under three hours, while there is constant email 
correspondence between its members. unfortunately, one 
member of the EC has had to resign due to the tyranny 
of distance and the demands of parenthood, but vicky 
Bilney had a lot of input over the last six months and has 
vowed to get back on board when time allows.

Frank O’Connor and I attended network meetings at the 
National	Office	in	May,	giving	us	the	opportunity	to	share	
experiences with other regional groups of BirdLife, and 
to discuss the many issues that arise from being part 
of an active national group. Frank spent time with the 
national	finance	manager	to	resolve	some	issues	relating	
to our many grants, and I was able to attend a workshop 
on running media campaigns for conservation. While in 
Melbourne,	we	conducted	interviews	for	a	project	officer	
for the new Cockatoos in Crisis project, funded by a 
generous grant from LotteryWest, and Tegan Douglas has 
now been appointed to that position. This means we now 
have	two	project	officers	working	on	black-cockatoos,	
while	in	conjunction	with	National	Office,	Sue	Mather	
is investigating the feasibility of funding a part-time 
manager to assist with these projects.

An issue that comes up frequently is the role of BirdLife 
as an advocate for birds. Advocacy is listed as one of 
our core functions, but in reality it is challenging to 
do well whilst retaining credibility. A small group from 
the Executive Committee and other BWA committees 
therefore had a half-day weekend forum to see what 
we felt we should be doing, and how to do it well. 
Discussions are not complete, but the intention is to 
develop a strategy on how we can be both proactive 
and, where necessary, reactive in the advocacy area. 
Something I am keen on is ensuring that as advocates 
for birds, we don’t just engage in obvious conservation 
issues, but we try to make more people aware of birds 
and their environment in general.

Meetings seem to be inevitable in this game, and two 
of great importance have recently been held with the 
Department of Food and Agriculture, and the Department 

of Parks and Wildlife, concerning Common Starlings 
and Rainbow Lorikeets. Starlings are an ever-present 
threat to both agriculture and biodiversity in southern 
Western	Australia,	while	the	lorikeets	are	already	firmly	
established in Perth, and now threatening to spread. We 
are looking at ways in which BWA members can assist in 
the management of these species.

There have also been meetings to discuss plans for a 
new	office.	Peregrine	House	is	a	transportable	building	
with a limited life, and therefore discussions are under 
way involving the Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority 
(our landlord), and groups such as the WA Naturalists’ 
Club,	WA	Wildflower	Society,	Friends	of	Bold	Park	and	the	
Royal Society of WA. These discussions revolve around 
the design of a new complex to house all groups on 
the current site, with the building to be called Serventy 
House, after the Serventy family who did so much for 
wildlife research and conservation across Australia. This 
new	office	may	be	some	years	down	the	track,	but	one	
doesn’t	get	anywhere	without	taking	a	first	step.

The Executive Committee wouldn’t be able to discuss 
projects	and	funding	with	National	Office,	to	meet	with	
government agencies and to contemplate approaches 
to advocacy were it not for the many people, both 
volunteers	and	project	officers,	who	efficiently	deal	
with the day to day operations of the group. We rely 
enormously on the members who run excursions, talk 
to school groups, and man (person?) the BWA stall 
at community events; I sincerely hope they enjoy 
themselves and would like to take this opportunity not 
just to thank them, but to encourage other members to 
join in. Occasionally we are able to formally acknowledge 
the efforts of our volunteers, and this year three of our 
long-standing volunteers, Brice Wells, Clive Nealon and 
Rod Smith, were recognised with National awards for 
distinguished service to BirdLife. But volunteering brings 
its own reward. Research demonstrates that volunteering 
is good for you, which reminds me of a quote from the 
Dalai Lama: “Be useful and be happy”. 

Mike Bamford
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BirdLife WA reports, ctd
BIRDLIFE WA MEMBER SuRvEY RESuLTS, 2014

Members may recall completing a membership survey 
in last year’s Western Australian Bird Notes, through 
e-news, or on the telephone earlier this year. Sincere 
thanks to all who participated!
The results are now in, thanks in no small part to the 
efforts of our volunteers, Lesley Macauley and Ray 
Flanagan, who many of you spoke with by telephone, and 
BirdLife	WA	Office	Manager,	Annette	Parks.
As a reminder, the stated purpose of the member survey 
was to consider how the WA branch could elevate the 
public	profile	of	BirdLife	WA	throughout	the	broader	
community. The intent was to increase the membership 
and	find	out	what	members	wanted	from	BirdLife	WA,	as	
well	as	to	improve	the	quality	of	the	five-year	strategic	
plan.
As the questionnaire was quite a time-consuming 
survey to complete, it is likely that this contributed to 
the response rate being somewhat lower than usual.
Nevertheless, over 6% (72) of WA members responded 
and we used the telephone surveys to ensure that we 
had heard from as representative a group of members 
as possible, in terms of location, gender and length of 
membership. So these results serve as a useful insight 
into our membership and also provide useful feedback for 
future surveys.
So what did we learn?
Members were initially asked what they liked about 
BirdLife WA. Figure 1 shows all the categorised free-text 
responses to this question.
It was notable that excursions were mentioned almost 
exclusively by those living in the Perth area, aside from 
two Bunbury respondents. Interestingly, birdwatching 
was mentioned only by those with membership of over 
ten years.
BirdLife WA profile
We have slightly more female members (54%) than 
male (47%) in BirdLife WA and this was also true of the 
survey respondents who disclosed their gender (72% of 
respondents).
I also analysed where our members were located and 
applied the Australian Statistical Geography Standard 
(ASGS, also used for census data) to all residential 
addresses held across the membership base for individual 
members. This divided WA into ten geographical areas 
and showed members in predominantly the greater Perth 

area	but	significant	numbers	of	members	live	in	regional	
areas such as the Wheatbelt, Bunbury, Mandurah and 
Albany.
The current members retain their membership over many 
years,	a	significant	percentage	over	20	years.	We	may	
need to consider how we can better understand newer 
members’ interests.6

Improvement focus
Figure 2 shows the areas of improvement that members 
mentioned most frequently. Internal communication 
captured suggested improvements around Western 
Australian Bird Notes, project updates, excursion 
reports, and integrating groups. External communication 
improvements focused on more publicity and 
lobbying, lack of social media presence, and website 
enhancements.
Giving consideration to other projects that BirdLife 
WA should be carrying out, the following areas were 
mentioned most frequently: landscape-scale projects 
including suggestions such as working in partnerships to 
protect against habitat loss; native vegetation projects 
including educating the public and local councils; 
engaging children in our work including through schools 
and family activities; political lobbying was expressed as 
BWA	presenting	the	case,	educating	politicians;	specific	
bird project examples including Forest Red-tailed Black-
Cockatoos,	Crested	Shrike-tits;	specific	threats	including	
educating the public about pollution, climate change, 
plastic etc.
The survey asked for comments and suggestions with 
regard to the future of the Great Western Woodlands 
project, as a major BirdLife Western Australia project 
which	aims	to	increase	the	scientific	knowledge	of	native	
birds in these unique temperate woodlands. Responses 
focused primarily on increasing awareness and publicity, 
support for continuing the project, encouraging more 
volunteers, needing more partnerships with other 
organisations, and requiring clearer objectives.

Raising awareness
The survey explained how BirdLife WA wants to make 
the public more aware of the threats to, and increase the 
awareness of, our native birds (particularly endangered 
birds like black-cockatoos). The most frequently 
mentioned suggestions included obtaining regular local 
radio slots, Tv appearances and improving our social 

Fig. 1: Responses to the question What do you like about 
BirdLife WA.

Fig 2: Responses to the question on areas of 
improvement.
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BirdLife WA reports: Member survey, ctd
media presence. A few responses contained detailed 
suggestions, many focusing more on the ‘what to do’ 
rather than the ‘how to do’.
Mentions of public displays included ideas such as park 
signage, exhibitions, shopping centre presence and 
museum exhibits, while engaging the next generation 
and local people were also viewed as priorities in order to 
increase awareness and involvement.
Getting involved
Members were asked about volunteering for, or donating 
to, one of the BirdLife WA projects such as black-
cockatoos, bitterns, shorebirds, Hooded Plover, etc.
•	 61% of respondents were willing to volunteer and 

39% to donate.
•	 27% of those who said they would volunteer, already 

do so (12/44).
•	 21% of those who said they would donate, already do 

(6/28).
•	 One of those who did not wish to donate stated that 

they were considering leaving a bequest instead.
Membership
To be more successful, BirdLife WA needs more 
members and supporters (including volunteers). 
When considering how to acquire more members and 
supporters, suggestions mentioned most frequently 
were: advertising; targeted memberships for younger 
audience, including primary school through to university, 
from membership to merchandise; presenting ourselves 
as more accessible; social media and website; Tv and 
newspapers; open days and stalls; joint/reduced price 
memberships with other groups.
Members were also asked whether they could volunteer 
in areas requiring certain skills. It was encouraging to 
see such levels of engagement, with an average 72% 
of respondents answering each part to this question, 
with public relations / events, teaching / education and 
leadership being the most commonly available areas of 

expertise available, closely followed by communications / 
writing / editing and computing / data entry. 
Strategic Plan
The	five-year	Strategic	Plan	outlines	the	future	plans	and	
objectives for BirdLife WA and members were asked for 
suggestions to improve the quality of the plan. 29% of 
respondents had not read the document or referred to it 
(particularly those surveyed by telephone, which was an 
understandable limitation of converting the survey to this 
format). A small number of respondents suggested that 
the plan needed to be reviewed and updated, and that 
more resources were required. A forum looking at the 
advocacy aspects of the Strategic Plan was held in July 
2015.
A number of members (37%) offered to assist in relation 
to the concept of a Junior branch of BirdLife Western 
Australia like “Sticky Beaks”, which was endorsed in the 
Strategic Plan.
The survey also invited any other comments or 
suggestions, which ranged from updating the Strategic 
Plan every six months and sharing updates on the 
website, to the need for more volunteers and funding 
sources, including resources such as a WA Program 
Manager	and	raising	the	profile	of	the	organisation	in	
the community. Welcoming new members and attracting 
junior members were also highlighted, with the latter 
probably at least partially driven by the Sticky Beaks 
question positioned directly prior.
A prize was offered for the most creative suggestions, 
and with a number of contenders, the Executive 
Committee has plenty to consider and will be in touch 
with the winner soon!
Thanks again to all survey participants and those 
involved in the design, preparation and delivery of the 
survey — the Executive Committee really appreciates and 
values your contribution.

Helen Bryant
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See report on Recycling p23.
All the above photos by Wally Kerkhoff.
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BIRDLIFE WA PROJECTS

2 for the price of 1
Combining 2-hectare Searches and 500-metre Area 
Searches

Birdwatching should be an enjoyable time. After all, it’s 
the main reason most of us head out into the bush, off 
to the park or down to the river to look for birds — if we 
didn’t enjoy it we wouldn’t do it. However, conducting a 
2-hectare/20-minute Atlas Search can sometimes give 
rise to all sorts of frustrations. With the strict constraints 
of time and area, how often have you seen an interesting 
species, only for it to be excluded from your results 
because it was outside the survey area, or it appeared a 
couple	of	minutes	after	the	survey	finished?	Too	often?	
There has to be a better way — and now there is!

Why not combine your 2-hectare Search with a 
500-metre Area Search? 

It’s simple. By embedding a 2-hectare/20-minute Search 
within the area of your 500-metre Area Search you can 
get the best of both worlds. All you have to do is spend 
20 minutes Atlassing in a 2-hectare area, while at the 
same time also recording the birds that occur outside 
that area; after your 20 minutes is up, you can continue 
birding within the 500-metre radius, within or outside 
of the 2-hectare area. If you are feeling especially 
conscientious, you could even conduct multiple 2-hectare 
Searches in conjunction with a 500-metre Area Search.

The only thing you will need to remember is to make a 
note in your birdlist of which species were seen within 
the 2-hectare area. When you submit your results, all 
you	have	to	do	is	fill	out	a	separate	Atlas	Record	Form	
(or the data submission page 
on www.birdata.com.au) for 
the 2-hectare survey and 
then, on another Atlas Record 
Form, again record the species 
you recorded in the 2-hectare 
survey and then add any extra 
species you saw outside the 
area (but within the 500-metre 
survey area) or in extra time. 
It is important to remember 
that if you are only recording 
a few of those annoying extra 
birds that did not quite make 
it into the 2 hectares or the 
20 minute period, this should 
be submitted as an Incidental 
record, while a comprehensive 
search within the 500-metre 
area will constitute a 
500-metre Area Search.

For example, imagine you 
recorded three species 
during the 20-hectare survey 
(Australian Magpie, Noisy 
Miner and White-plumed 
Honeyeater), and you also 

recorded three species outside the area (Australian 
Magpie, Noisy Miner, Musk Lorikeet). By combining the 
two lists to generate the overall list for the 500-metre 
Area Search, your two bird-lists should look like this:

2-hectare, 20-minute Search
o	 Australian Magpie
o	 Noisy Miner
o	 White-plumed Honeyeater

500-metre Area Search
•	 Australian Magpie
•	 Noisy Miner
•	 White-plumed Honeyeater
•	 Musk Lorikeet

If you are one of the Atlassers who also count the birds 
that you record, the system is the same as the one 
just mentioned — just take it a step further. Count the 
number of each species you record in the 2-hectare 
search, and submit them on the Atlas sheet for that 
survey. Then you should add them to the numbers of 
birds you recorded outside the area when submitting data 
for the 500-metre area search (be sure not to double-
count the birds in the 2-hectare area). Confused? Have a 
look at the diagram below, and use the example it gives 
as a guide for what to do.

Extract from Atlas News, Issue 14, December 2010

(see next page for some Handy Tips)
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Shorebirds 
2020 Program 
Coordinator — new 
appointment

After eight years, WA 
Shorebirds 2020 program 
co-ordinator Kim Onton 
is handing over the reins 
to Bruce Greatwich. 
Kim has been pivotal 
in progressing the Shorebirds 2020 program within WA, 
which has included the expansion of the monitoring 
program to include new sites across WA, the recruitment 
of new birders to the Shorebirds 2020 community, raising 
public awareness through workshops and campaigns and 
collaborations with external organisations to undertake 
shorebird conservation actions. The opportunity to work 
with an inspiring group of passionate shorebirders across 
WA, to visit their local sites and to assist in increasing 
awareness of the plight of shorebirds, have been her 
greatest highlights.

Bruce comes from a private environmental consulting 
background, and is excited about continuing the hard 
work and strong platform Kim has set for the Shorebirds 
2020 program. “The conservation of threatened species 
is a strong passion of mine, so I immediately jumped at 
the chance to work with the Shorebirds 2020 project. 
Shorebirds are such an amazing group of birds. However, 
many species are showing a population decline trend 
so it is with a sense of deep responsibility to take over 
the WA co-ordinator role. My aim, along with the rest 
of the Shorebirds 2020 team is to continue to aid in the 
conservation of shorebirds within Australia”, said Bruce.

BirdLife Australia’s Shorebirds 2020 program is Australia’s 
shorebird monitoring program. The Shorebirds 2020 
program is raising awareness of how incredible shorebirds 
are, and actively engaging the community to participate 
in gathering information needed to conserve shorebirds. 
It is largely driven by volunteers. If you would like to 
get involved with the Shorebirds 2020 program, please 
visit the BirdLife Australia website (http://birdlife.org.
au/projects/shorebirds-2020) or email shorebirds.wa@
birdlife.org.au.

Kim Onton

Hooded Plover winter survey, July 2015
The inaugural Cape to Cape Hooded Plover winter survey 
was conducted over the weekend of 4 and 5 July 2015. 
The survey covered the beaches from Cape Naturaliste to 
Cape Leeuwin. The aim was to see what proportion of the 
Hooded Plover population remained on the beaches over 
winter and if any movement or congregations could be 
detected.

Winter months are notoriously unpredictable when it 
comes	to	the	weather	so	we	were	hoping	for	fine	weather	
and trying to get the survey done before the school 
holiday rush hit. It all worked out. However, Kilcarnup 
Beach was not covered during the winter survey 
even though it is a reliable location for Hooded Plover 
sightings.

Beaches that had extensive sea-weed wrack were 
attractive to Hooded Plovers as they provided shelter 
from the weather. Hooded Plovers were observed 
sheltering from the wind behind a mound of kelp at 
Quinninup Beach and crouched behind some seaweed, 
staying out of the NW wind, at Skippy Rock.

The results of the winter survey are shown in Table 1. A 
total of 19 Hooded Plovers were recorded, compared to 
27 during the summer survey held in February 2015. The 
numbers were close enough to conclude that, in the Cape 
to Cape area, the bulk of the Hooded Plover population is 
resident.

A few weeks before the survey took place, Hooded Plover 
pairs were seen at Gnoocardup Beach and Boodjidup  
Beach, but on the day of the survey, none was seen at 
Boodjidup and Gnoocardup was not surveyed.

Water Rat tracks are often observed along the beach 
from Conto Spring to Bobs Hollow and could pose a 
potential threat to breeding Hooded Plovers.

Few other shorebird species were seen during the survey, 
but there was a congregation of Sooty Oystercatchers in 
the bays around Cape Leeuwin (Table 1), and an Eastern 
Reef Egret was sighted at the river mouth entry to Hardy 
Inlet.
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2-hectare area surveys — some handy tips
The simplest way to estimate the correct area for 
a 2-hectare survey is to walk along a 200-metre 

transect, along a country road perhaps, noting all of 
the birds you see or hear within 50 metres on either 
side of you. Alternatively, if you want your 2-hectare 
search area to be roughly circular, make sure that 
it has a radius of approximately 80 metres (or a 

diameter of 160 metres).

Hooded Plover, Bremer Bay (see 
also p2?). Photo by Laurie Boyle
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Table 1. Hooded Plovers found in the Cape to Cape region, winter 2015.
ns = beach not surveyed.

Cape to Cape survey 
area Beach Hooded Plover Sooty 

Oystercatcher
Busselton Siesta Park to Forest Beach ns  

Dunsborough Quindalup to Toby’s Inlet ns  

Dunsborough Inland Elmore Lagoon ns  

 Dunsborough Lake ns  
Dunsborough to Cape 
Naturaliste Dunn Bay ns  

 Lookout Rock ns  

 Bird Rock 0  

 Meelup Beach 0  

 Eagle Bay ns  

 Rocky Pt ns  

 Bunker Bay ns  
Cape Naturaliste to 
Yallingup Cape Naturaliste 0  

 Kabbijgup Beach (3 Bears) 0  

 Gull Rock & Sugarloaf Rock 0  

Yallingup to Cape Clairault Yallingup Beach 0  

 Smiths Beach 0  

 Canal Rocks 0  

 Wyadup Rocks ns  
Cape Clairault to 
Cowaramup Pt Cape Clairault/Injindup 0  

 Quinninup Beach (from Moses Rock) 2  

 Moses Rock 0  

 Woodlands / Wilyabrup 0  

 The Gallows / Cullen’s Beach 2  

 The Guillotine 0  

 Cowaramup Bay North Point ns  

 Cowaramup Bay ns  
Cowaramup Pt to Cape 
Mentelle Left Handers to South Pt 1  

 Ellensbrook 2  

 Gnoocardup to Kilcarnup to MR Mouth ns  
Cape Mentelle to Cape 
Freycinet Margaret River Mouth to Surfers Pt 0  

 Gnarabup Beach / Prevelly 0  

 Grunters 0  

 Boodjidup Beach 0  

 Redgate 0  

 Conto's		to	Bob's	Hollow 2  
Cape Freycinet to Cape 
Hamelin Cape Freycinet/South Beach to Hooley Rd ~2.5 km ns  

 Boranup Beach North (North Pt to Hooley Rd) ~4 km 0  

 Boranup Beach South (North Pt to Grace Rd) ~2.5 km ns  

 Hamelin Bay North (Reserve Rd to Grace Rd) ~3 km 2  

 Hamelin Bay (Car Park to Reserve Rd) ~2 km ns  

 Hamelin Bay South/Foul Bay (Car Pk to Knobby Head) 0  

 Knobby Head to the Cape Hamelin (Cosy Corner) 0 2
Cape Hamelin to Cape 
Leeuwin Deepdene 4  
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Cape to Cape survey 
area Beach Hooded Plover Sooty 

Oystercatcher
 Hillview 2 5

 Skippy Rock 2 2

 Quarry Bay 0 3

Cape Leeuwin to Augusta Sarge Bay 0 19

 Ringbolt Bay 0 2

 Groper Bay 0  

 Dead Finish Anchorage 0 2

 Granny Pool 0  

 Deere Reef 0  

 River Mouth 0 2

 Total 19 37

Table 1. Hooded Plovers, ctd
ns = beach not surveyed.

volunteers — lifeblood of BirdLife.  
Everyone can help
We are a volunteer organisation. This means that there 
are many people putting in their time and effort for no 
monetary reward to both run the organisation itself and 
to participate in conservation projects and initiatives. 
More people joining in are very welcome. People 
often think they have no special skills, or not enough 
knowledge or experience to contribute. Nothing could be 
further from the truth. Everyone has something to offer 
and you learn by doing. Some of the opportunities are 
outlined below.

The “Front Line”

Office	volunteers	answer	the	phone,	greet	whoever	
comes	to	the	office	and	carry	out	a	myriad	of	tasks	that	
crop	up.	No	specific	skills	are	required	and	the	exposure	
to	all	the	activities	in	the	office	helps	them	understand	
more about what is happening around BirdLife.  Many 
have discovered that there are other things that they are 
able to help with.

Contact Ray Flanagan  wa@birdlife.org.au

Organised birding walks free to all

BirdLife WA runs walks every weekend, monthly mid 
week and for the photo group. There are usually two 
campouts every long weekend. A committee of six 
volunteers meets regularly to plan these outings led by 
volunteers, 45 in 2014.  In 2014, 1370 members and 
visitors joined together to enjoy this social birdwatching 
each and every week. This is the best program of 
organised birdwatching walks in Australia. But it’s not 
just the same stalwarts. Anyone who has their own local 
patch, knows it intimately and would be willing to lead a 
walk once a year can contribute. Make yourself known, or 
just join a walk to see how it goes.

Contact Sue Abbotts wa@birdlife.org.au

Community education

In 2014, we visited 31 schools, talking and presenting 
slideshows to 1390 students in Perth and country areas. 
The students were then lent binoculars and taken out 
to look for birds. We also gave 45 presentations to 
community organisations and the general public with 
850 attendees last year. The six community education 

Just some of the pool of 16 office 
Volunteers who daily present a 
face and voice for BirdLife WA 
and help keep the office running 
smoothly. Photos by Maris Lauva
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committee members meet every week to put this 
program together and are supported by other volunteers 
to help take out the groups. All these volunteers are 
helping spread the message of valuing and conserving 
our native birds.

Contact Brice Wells wa@birdlife.org

Black-Cockatoo recovery projects — a long-running 
volunteer effort

Integral to all the WA based projects is the input of 
volunteers in gathering data, supporting workshops and 
the	project	officers	and	involving	the	community.	This	is	
quantified	as	in-kind	contributions	to	the	project	and	is	
an essential component in successful grant applications.

Since 2000, the WA Branch has found funding for and 
supported a number of black-cockatoo conservation 
projects, all supported by volunteers. The 2015 Great 
Cocky Count had over 600 volunteers out counting 
roosting bird on one evening. The Cockies in Crisis, 
Lotterywest funded project, is focusing on community 
support to help save the forest black-cockatoos through 
engaging volunteer support in the communities where 
these birds are found.

However, a number of small grants, such as the Taronga 
Zoo and WWF grants, are funding voluntary landowner 
agreements where we identify and protect important 
breeding	and	foraging	habitats	identified	by	volunteers.

Tegan Douglas  Tegan.Douglas@birdlife.org.au

Great Western Woodlands — a 12 year project

For 15 years, volunteers have travelled to remote 
stations to conduct regular rangeland surveys. The Great 
Western Woodland (GWW) project, running in conjunction 
with The Nature Conservancy, has taken this a step 
further with an ambitious 12 year program. The world’s 
largest largely intact remaining temperate woodland is 
a fantastically valuable collection of habitats for birds. 
Several	bird	species	now	extinct	in	wheatbelt	areas	find	a	
refuge	there.	We	return	regularly	to	specific	sites	across	
a vast area to conduct seasonal surveys. Since 2012, 
each autumn and spring, volunteers have been surveying  
nine	specified	areas.	Over	150	volunteers	have	conducted	
4000 plus surveys and travelled more than 195 000 km. 
The data they gather helps us to understand better how 
the temperate woodland bird communities function and 
survive. This information and understanding can then be 
used to help make critical choices when managing the 
landscape,that ensure bird species do not decline. This 
year the entire project has become volunteer staffed 
following	the	expiry	of	a	grant	that	paid	for	qualified	staff	
to set the project up. Opportunities exist for anyone who 
is interested to join the GWW committee to promote 
awareness and to get the essential surveys done twice a 
year. Or join a survey yourself. Put your time where your 
heart is!

Contact Maris Lauva gww@birdlife.org

Other BirdLife WA conservation projects

Our citizen scientists make a great contribution in 
gathering invaluable data under the umbrella of several 
BirdLife projects. Shorebird 2020 and the Atlas of 
Australian Birds are national projects underpinning 
BirdLife’s essential national research. The data for these 
projects are all submitted by volunteers. The Western 
Australian Branch also has several regular surveys such 
as the annual count of Hooded Plovers. Our organisation 
works collaboratively with many other organisations to 
bring expertise and experience to gathering the data 
that informs their bird conservation objectives. Examples 
of this are the regular surveys for Australian Wildlife 
Conservancy, Rottnest Island Authority, Department of 
Parks and Wildlife, Botanical Gardens and Parks Authority, 
and Rio Tinto. The list goes on, and the volunteers are 
literally uncountable — doing the work, sending in the 
forms without fanfare but building up the essential data 
required for informed conservation strategies. Every 
member is encouraged to join the effort. If you feel you 
don’t have the expertise to contribute straight away, 
we welcome newcomers with open arms — we all had 
to learn from scratch. It’s a great way to build up your 
knowledge of birds.

Maris Lauva

BirdLife WA reports: Projects, ctd

 Discover Albany’s Anzac 
connection.

National Anzac Centre now open!
 
 
 

3 brm s/c holiday accommodation
situated on the banks of Oyster Harbour,

known shorebird haven, 
15 minutes from Albany. 

Close to King & Kalgan Rivers, 
amazing beaches, national parks, 

walks & wildflowers.
 Free WIFI, cosy wood fire & starter b/fast 

included
 Ph 08 9844 7744

 www.stayz.com.au/148040

A BIRD LOVER’S PARADISE!
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CuCuLIDAE — CuCKOOS

The genus name cuculus comes from Latin cuculus, 
cuckoo and Greek kokkux meaning the same thing. 
The name is onomatopoeic and is of Norman origin. 
European cuckoos have the two note cook-oo call while 
unfortunately none of our Australian ones have an even 
remotely similar one but the name still applies.

Pheasant Coucal – Centropus phasianinus. The genus 
name comes from Greek kentron, a spur, and pous, foot 
giving us ‘spurfoot’ after the long hind claw which is also 
found	on	other	cuckoos.	The	specific	name	comes	from	
Latin for a pheasant, phasianus and –inus, belonging to. 
Latham in 1801 commented that the name pheasant was 
already in use then, possibly due to the colouring of the 
wings and back plus the long pheasant-like tail.

Eastern Koel – Eudynamys orientalis. From Greek eu-, 
very and dunamis, strength – giving us ‘very powerful’.  
Orientalis comes from Latin meaning ‘of the east’. So this 
cuckoo is a ‘very powerful bird from the east’. The koel’s 
bill and feet are regarded as strong in comparison with 
other cuckoos.

Channel-billed Cuckoo – Scythrops novaehollandiae. 
The name Scythrops is from Greek skuthros, angry, and 
ops,	face	or	eye.	So	this	bird	is	the	‘angry	or	fierce-
faced bird’. The sheer size of this, the largest cuckoo, 

coupled with its large aggressive looking bill is enough 
for	it	to	be	thought	of	as	angry.	The	specific	name	of	
novaehollandiae refers to the old name for Australia – 
New Holland.

Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo – Chalcites basalis. The 
derivation of the genus name is controversial and 
involved but to simplify things the name comes from 
Greek khalkos,	copper	or	bronze	with	the	suffix	–ites, 
used to form a new noun from an existing one.   This 
pretty	little	cuckoo	was	named	for	Dr	Thomas	Horsfield	
who was an American naturalist who worked at the 
London	museum.	The	specific	name	basalis comes from 
Latin and Greek basis, a base or pedestal. This refers to 
the rufous bases of the outer tail feathers. Thus ‘basal 
bronze-bird’.

Black-eared Cuckoo – Chalcites osculans. ‘Black-eared’ 
refers to the prominent black stripe from the eye down to 
the	neck.	The	specific	name	osculans comes from Latin 
osculor, to kiss, hence ‘kissing bronze-bird’. This strange 
name was given to this bird by Gould not because of any 
amatory displays but rather because he believed it linked 
the characteristics of two genera, Cuculus and Chalcites.

Shining Bronze-Cuckoo – Chalcites lucidus. Lucidus 
is Latin meaning bright or clear so we have a ‘bright 
bronze-bird’.

Little Bronze-Cuckoo – Chalcites minutillus. Minutillus 
comes from Latin minutulus which is the diminutive of 
minutus which means tiny. The Little Bronze-Cuckoo is 
the smallest of the bronze-cuckoos, the ‘very tiny bronze-
bird’.

Pallid Cuckoo – Cacomantis pallidus. The name 
cacomantis comes from Greek kakos, evil, and mantis, 
a prophet – a ‘prophet of evil or misfortune’.  Some 
other names for this cuckoo include Rainbird, Stormbird 
and Brainfever Bird. Possibly the name ‘prophet of 
doom’ referred to the coming of bad weather or heavy 
rain, while the name Brainfever Bird could refer to the 
repetitive call which can continue for hours. Pallidus is 
Latin for pale, colourless or unadorned, or in this case 
without	any	specific	markings	other	than	the	white	
notches on the tail.

Fan-tailed Cuckoo – Cacomantis flabelliformis. The 
species name comes from Latin flabellum, a fan, and 
forma, meaning shaped. This gives us the strange name 
‘fan-shaped prophet of evil’, fan-shaped referring to the 
tail.

Brush Cuckoo – Cacomantis variolosus.	The	specific	
name is New Latin for variegated. It was named in 
1827	by	Vigors	and	Horsfield	who	commented	that	the	
specimen they were working on had the appearance of a 
young bird. Certainly it is only the young bird that could 
be described as being variegated. The Latin name means 
‘variegated prophet of evil’.

Oriental Cuckoo – Cuculus optatus. Optatus is Latin for 
wished for or desired, referring to this bird as being the 
herald of spring in its breeding grounds in Asia. It is an 
uncommon visitor from Eurasia in summer. The ‘wished 
for cuckoo’.

Monticola

Naming of birds

Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo, Charles Darwin Reserve 
(see p37). Photo by Jennifer Sumpton
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LAuGHING DOvE IN THE NORTH

The usual range of the Laughing Dove in Western 
Australia is north to about Carnarvon (Johnstone et al. 
2000), but Australian BirdLife (4[2]:83) reported that a 
Laughing Dove was seen at Cape Range National Park in 
March.

The	species	was	also	seen	in	the	region	during	the	first	
Field Atlas of 1977-81 (Blakers et al. 1984, p. 223), and 
another was seen by Bruce Greatwich and John Graff in 
the western Hamersley Range in May 2012 (WABN 143: 
9).

The Laughing Dove is widespread in Africa south of the 
Sahara across to India (Higgins and Davies 1996) and 
so is likely to be able to adapt easily to the climatic 
conditions in the Pilbara and the Kimberley. It eats a 
broad range of seeds, from very small ones such as those 
of Poa annua (Winter Grass), pannicum, and millet, up 
to about the size of wheat grains and occasionally larger 
(Frith et al. 1976, Stranger 1999). Almost certainly, it 
would be utilising the seeds of the introduced Buffel 
Grass (Cenchrus ciliaris), which is now common along 
roadsides in north-western Australia (e.g. Hussey et al. 
1997). utilising weeds along roadsides may be the way 
it has been able to move north-east from Carnarvon 
(Johnstone et al. 2000) and more recently to Exmouth 
and the south-western Pilbara.

Homing experiments with Laughing Doves have shown 
that some will return after being moved for up to 160 km 
from their place of capture (Stranger 1968), showing that 
they are capable of dispersing at least this far.

It is therefore not surprising that individuals of the 
species, probably juveniles, would roam as far north 
as Cape Range and the Pilbara, and given a few good 
seasons it is highly probable that the species will 
establish itself there if it hasn’t done so already.

We encourage observers to look out for Laughing Doves 
anywhere north of Carnarvon, and, in particular, to note 
what food items any individuals are using, and report this 
in WABN.
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RECYCLING FALLEN TREES FOR 
BLACK-COCKATOO NEST LOGS

Wally Kerkhoff at Moora, a wheatbelt town in country 
Western Australia,	has	refined	the	process	for	maximising	
the number of black-cockatoo nest logs that can be 
obtained from a fallen tree even if the existing central 
hollow is too small.

The use of wet, gravelly mud around the circumference 
on the top surface can be used to help control the wall 
thickness when burning the central hollow to a suitable 
diameter cavity. (see photos on p16 showing the process 
step-by-step)

When cool, all loose charcoal is knocked off so that the 
cockatoo	has	a	firm	path	inside	the	log.	A	metal	base	is	
tech screwed to the bottom of the log and then a layer of 
at least 10 cm of natural decayed wood is added.

A circular side entrance is then cut into the log near the 
top with a strong metal perch inserted just below. Next, a 
metal lid is tech screwed on the top of the nest log (metal 
is used as it reduces the risk of feral European bees 
taking over the hollow — the sun heats the metal making 
it unsuitable for bees to attach their wax).

The	finished	nest	logs	can	then	be	suspended	from	an	
existing tree or mounted on 5 
metre high 100 mm diameter steel 
poles (the steel poles resists bush 
fires,	white	ants,	and	are	difficult	
for goannas, possums and children 
to climb).

There are now at least 40 of these 
nest logs in use by Carnaby’s 
in the Moora district alone as 
there are very few natural tree 
hollows remaining. Even where 
there are existing hollows there is 
competition from corellas, Galahs 
and feral bees.

You can see some of the breeding 
successes in the photos (I) and (J) 

Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo. Photo by 
Keith Lightbody
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on page 16. Note the twins of different age in the second 
photo!

Wally also provides supplementary feeding during the 
breeding season to minimise losses of young chicks when 
the local natural food supplies run low. Although the 
Carnaby’s will also feed on canola and other crops, once 
these are harvested survival of the young can get tough.

Widespread	local	clearing	for	farming	has	significantly	
reduced natural food supplies. The adult birds cannot 
travel too far from the nest hollow to feed. Worse still, 
the use of GPS enabled harvesters has resulted in 
additional clearing of remnant trees to maximise the long 
straight GPS runs.

The	final	photo	shows	one	of	the	few	remaining	local	tree	
hollows in use during the last breeding season. This was 
how	Carnaby's	Black-Cockatoos	used	to	breed	throughout	
the area!

Keith Lightbody 

THE DECLINE OF TWO RESERvES

There will be a few members remaining who will recall 
the surprise and enthusiasm that greeted the news 
that	for	the	first	time	Little	Egrets	had	been	discovered	
breeding in the south-west. The year was 1981. The 
wetland concerned was then the Australind Egret Swamp 
Nature Reserve (subsequently to be termed Morangarel 
NR). This Class A Reserve is small (5 hectares) and 
consists of treed, shallow pool areas together with an 
equal dry area of shrubs and trees. The reserve has not 
been systematically surveyed for bushbirds, but in 2009 
and 2010 a total of 17 was  noted.

Waterbird observations were made annually 1981 to 1988 
and again 2009 to 2014. Although only nine waterbird 
species were recorded in these years, these included 
Little Egret, breeding in the years 1981 to 1985 (Jaensch 
et al. 1988). Additionally, there were about 15 pairs of 
breeding Eastern Great Egret and up to 25 breeding pairs 
of Nankeen Night-Heron. The last year breeding was 
observed (Eastern Great Egret, three pairs and Nankeen 
Night-Heron four pairs) was 2009.

In December 2014, historically the Australind wetland 
month of maximum waterbird numbers, only a single 
Pacific	Black	Duck	was	observed.	The	reserve	has	become	
‘dead’ from a waterbird perspective. Little Egrets are still 
readily observable in the nearby Leschenault Estuary, but 
their breeding grounds are again obscure.

Essentially, the number of waterbirds, the number 
breeding and the species variety at Australind appears to 
have been in slow decline from the known high point of 
1985. Although water levels have varied with the years, 
the rest of the reserve and its immediate locale have 
remained physically unchanged.

Franklandia West, of 20 hectares, is currently designated 
a Parkland area. It still displays a sign to inform the 
visitor that it is cared for by the Bunbury Naturalists and 
CALM. Franklandia East, of 5 hectares, is designated 
a recreation and landscape protection area and comes 

under the aegis of the Shire of Capel. The two sections 
are divided by the South-West Highway. It is planned to 
merge the two areas as a Class A reserve when the usual 
title problems can be surmounted.

The Bunbury Naturalists, whose stewardship is 
announced at the western entry gate, only surveyed the 
western area. This they did for some years, concluding 
about year 2000. They observed 41 species. I surveyed 
both east and west sections in 2014, between April and 
October, making 33 visits within the period. I observed 
four species, Western (Golden) Whistler, Striated 
Pardalote, Grey Fantail and Willie Wagtail, in the western 
area not reported by the Naturalists — although I suspect 
Grey Fantail at least to be an inadvertent Naturalists’ 
omission.	Of	greater	significance	was	that	I	did	not	see	
12 of the species reported by the Naturalists, a 29% 
decline.

I abandoned my survey after six months. I did so 
because it was possible to walk the length and width 
(1000	x	200	metres)	of	the	western	section	to	find	as	few	
as two species.

Since the Naturalists’ ‘period’, a horse stud and home 
has been set up adjacent to its southern boundary and 
some adjoining trees and scrub have been cleared. 
Consequently, more people are present, as well as 
horses,	the	owner’s	dog	and	flies.	However,	the	flora	of	
the reserve, like that of Australind, remains seemingly 
unchanged. It is particularly good for orchids.

The most annoying and intrusive feature was road noise, 
sufficient	to	mask	bird	calls.	The	South-West	Highway	
that bisects Franklandia does so through a cutting and 
on a southerly slope. Consequently, both transport 
vehicles and passenger cars tend to accelerate down the 
southward slope (into a tempting left hand sweeping 
bend),	while	northerly	traffic	accelerates	to	maintain	
speed up the slope. Consequently, both the north and 
south	traffic	movements	through	Franklandia	make	a	
greater noise than on nearby more level sections.

The road noise appears to be exacerbated by the cutting: 
the western section is well above the road and seems 
exposed to sound. This is particularly so if the wind is 
easterly (the usual direction in spring), when road sound 
carries some 500 metres into the reserve. At times, no 
birds were to be heard or seen in the area up to 300 
metres from the road, despite careful search.

The Bunbury Naturalists’ work concluded about the year 
2000. Recent data reveals an average of 6300 vehicle 
movements daily through the Franklandia cutting over 
the past four years, 10% of which is heavy transport. 
Historic	traffic	data	for	the	South-West	Highway	are	not	
readily available, but it is not unreasonable to assume 
that	the	volume	of	traffic	on	the	South-West	Highway	will	
have shown a substantial increase since 2000. It is also 
reasonable	to	assume	that	the	majority	of	the	traffic	will	
occur within the most active bird hours, say 6 am to 6 
pm.

I speculated that the fall in species and bird numbers 
was	associated	with	traffic	noise.	Such	a	cause	of	decline	
would also affect the Australind swamp, for when nesting, 
some of the Eastern Great Egrets and Nankeen Night-
Herons could be seen from the road and although the 
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traffic	noise	seems	subjectively	less	than	at	Franklandia,	
it is obtrusive and constant.

It seems probable that the population of Australind has 
increased (at a minimum) in line with that of Bunbury, 
the city having recorded a 42% population increase since 
1996.	The	recorded	road	traffic	immediately	along	the	
western edge of the Australind swamp is currently about 
15 000 vehicle movements daily (compared with 6300 
at Franklandia), the majority of which will also fall in the 
12 hours after 6.00 am. If a generous 10% is deducted 
for	night	traffic,	with	a	reserve	breadth	of	250	metres,	
a vehicle passes once every three seconds. As it is a 70 
km/h zone, on average there are four vehicles passing 
the reserve at any one time.

It	seems	not	unreasonable	to	suppose	that	traffic	
movement and noise has an effect on bird and other 
animal life. Its effect on human life is well documented. 
As bird decline near roads is often attributed to accidental 
vehicle impacts, I was reassured to read a research 
article by C. McClure et al. (2013) in which the authors 
compared bird numbers in a natural area with one (a 
'phantom	road')	where	they	broadcast	road	noises.

The article states:

The decline of bird abundance by over one-quarter along 
the phantom road, and the almost complete avoidance of 
two species by our treatments, suggests that road noise 
is a major driver of the documented effects of roads on 
wildlife. Therefore, our results experimentally validate 
the observational conclusions of past researchers — that 

negative effects of roads on animals can be driven by 
traffic noise. (The article is worth reading and available 
on line.)

It is of some interest that the decline in species 
recorded in the above research paper (25%) is similar 
to the decline at Franklandia (29%). I believe both the 
Australind and Franklandia Reserves have been adversely 
affected	by	substantial	increases	in	road	traffic	and	noise.	

It is a matter to be considered in the siting of future 
roads and reserves.
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DANGEROuS REFLECTIONS

Birds colliding with glass

Environmentalists worldwide have been collecting data 
on the number of bird deaths from collisions with window 
glass in both low and high-rise buildings. Researchers 
in the uS have warned that nocturnal migrants are 
especially at risk and also that mortality rates can be 
high among certain “Birds of Conservation Concern” at 
their national level (e.g. Golden-winged Warbler, Painted 
Bunting, Canada Warbler).

Scott R. Loss et al. (2014) concluded that “building 
collision mortality is one of the top sources of direct 
anthropogenic mortality of birds in the uS”. They 
estimate that at least 100 million birds are killed annually 
in the uS in this way. Other threats are free-ranging pet 
cats, collisions with vehicles, electrocution by power lines, 
and poisoning by chemicals and toxins.

Justin McGarr (2015) reports that in Singapore the 
Nature	Society	and	the	Bird	group	have	begun	a	five-year	
survey to document avian deaths among the high-rise, 
intensely-lit	housing	and	office	blocks.	He	has	considered	
some ways in which such collisions could be reduced. 
Strategies include:

-	 using closely spaced decals, or patterned glass
-	 Fitting blinds or external louvers
-	 Dimming night lighting to reduce distraction
-	 Angling	window	glass	to	reduce	reflection
-	 Limiting any use of bird feeders

Members’ contributions, ctd
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-	 voluntary guidelines for new buildings
-	 Monitoring collision deaths in citizen-science 

programs

I have dealt personally with stunned birds-in-the-hand 
such as a Shining Bronze Cuckoo, a Red-eared Firetail, 
a	Sacred	Kingfisher,	and	agonised	for	long	minutes	until	
the	bird	recovered	and	flew	off.	But	the	outcome	is	not	
always as good, so these articles are both relevant and 
helpful in our built-up environment to increase awareness 
and encourage action.

Diane Beckingham
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CORMORANT AND IBIS COLONIES 
IN PERTH

The winter months are often seen as quiet birding 
months, as shorebirds and other summer visitors have 
left. Still, if you look a bit closer there is a hive of activity 
going on. Our winter months are when cormorant and 
ibis breeding colonies are in full swing.

I have visited a number of metropolitan parks in Perth 
with lakes and islands to look for breeding colonies, and 
report my observations.

G.O. Edwards Park
The G.O. Edwards Park at Burswood is a relatively small 
park along Great Eastern Highway that has a mixed 
breeding	colony	on	a	small	island,	easily	identified	by	
the guano coated trees. This colony comprises Australian 
White Ibis, Little Pied Cormorants and Little Black 
Cormorants blended together.

On 27 June 2015, there were nests of Australasian Darter 
(1 nest), Little Pied Cormorant (6), Little Black Cormorant 
(6) and Australian White Ibis (17). Also present were a 
Nankeen Night Heron, Australasian Grebes and Australian 
Wood Duck.

A visit on 12 July 2015 revealed 11 Little Pied Cormorant 
nests, 7 Little Black Cormorant nests and 18 Australian 
White Ibis nests. The Australian White Ibis had juveniles 
in their nest. There was a lot of pilfering of nest material 
going on. The darter nest was gone and I suspect that 
this was abandoned due to the pilfering of nest material.

A further visit on 30 July 2015 showed that the colony 
was still growing. The number of breeding Little Black 
Cormorants had remained the same at seven nests and 

some	young	were	about	to	fledge.	Little	Pied	Cormorants	
had increased to around 20 breeding pairs. Some Little 
Pied Cormorants had fully grown juveniles that had left 
the nest and were begging on the branches, while others 
had only just started nesting. Australian White Ibis were 
now close to 30 breeding pairs, some with young the size 
of chickens. Three darters were present but no breeding 
was	identified.

John Oldham Park
Without doubt, the largest breeding colony of Little 
Black Cormorants along the Swan River can be found in 
John Oldham Park, opposite the Mount Hospital. This is 
adjacent to the Central Business District in Perth. The 
site is in a sheltered location, protected by the high rising 
Kings Park scarp that looms in the background.

During a visit on 12 July 2015, I noted one darter nest, 
seen with a juvenile only days old. Based on the number 
of darters present I suspect the number of breeding pairs 
is higher.

Little Pied Cormorants had 14 nests in the southern 
corner.

The colony of Little Black Cormorants was conservatively 
estimated at around 180 pairs but probably considerably 
higher. Some were nesting in the top of Norfolk Island 
Pine trees, which seemed an unlikely location, so high up. 
Large paperbarks and bottlebrush trees along the water’s 
edge contained most nests, some with juveniles a week 
or more old.

A Nankeen Night-Heron was seen roosting near the Little 
Pied Cormorants.

The Little Pied Cormorant colony seemed to still be 
expanding, as on 19 July 2015, 20 nests were counted. 
The Little Black Cormorants chicks were nearly fully 
grown in some nests.

Lake Brearley
Lake Brearley at Maylands has a small breeding colony 
of Great Cormorants. The noisy colony can be found on 
a small island in the middle of the lake. A visit on 18 July 
2015 showed that the colony had about 26 active nests, 
most	with	two	or	three	nearly	fledged	chicks	in	them.	A	
number had left the nest and were already swimming 
around in the lake indicating that the actual number of 
breeding pairs was probably higher. The breeding season 
must have commenced sometime in late May.

Great Cormorants last bred at Booragoon Lake around 
2001 and moved to Herdsman Lake in 2002. About 50 
pairs bred on a dormant dredging barge in Herdsman 
Lake in June 2002 (Wynton Maddeford, pers. comm.).

Tomato Lake
An Australian White Ibis colony can be found at Tomato 
Lake, Kewdale. It is located in the middle of an island and 
seemed quite large when visited on 28 June 2015. As the 
breeding colony is screened by surrounding melaleuca, it 
is hard to make an estimate of the number of breeding 
pairs. Many pairs seemed to be nesting low down at the 
base of the melaleuca trees. A follow up visit on 30 July 
showed the colony had expanded considerably and was 
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still	growing.	Australian	White	Ibis	were	still	flying	in	
with nesting material. I estimate the colony has 130-160 
breeding pairs.

Booragoon Lake
Booragoon Lake Reserve used to hold breeding colonies 
of Great Cormorants, Little Black Cormorants and 
Australian White Ibis, but a visit on 19 July 2015 showed 
no activity at all and very low water levels. Two pairs 
of Purple Swamphens with small chicks were observed. 
Little Black Cormorants last bred at Booragoon Lake 
around 2005 (Wynton Maddeford, pers. comm.).

Conclusions
My observations provide documentation of active 
breeding colonies at four metropolitan wetlands, but it 
would be good to know how many other active cormorant 
and ibis colonies there are around Perth.

Marcus Singor

27 June. Australian Ravens, Walliston.  About a week 
ago, we were returning from a drive to Mundaring, 
when Pat said, ‘Look up at the sky!‘ I slammed on the 
skids, grabbed the 300 mm and watched as a flock of 
about 50+ Australian Ravens were trying to harass a 
Wedge-tailed Eagle. I took about a dozen shots, until the 
flock slowly drifted over the hills. The eagle appeared 
unperturbed while the ravens just kept on shrieking 
and flapping. There were even some ibises nearby but 
they didn’t join in. While I have known crows to build 
up into huge flocks of hundreds, in the wheatbelt and 
goldfields, I had not seen ravens much above 20 or less, 
so this was a real surprise. Photo by Roger Smith

Herdsman Lake (see p38). Photo by Penny Lee

Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos feeding on macadamias, 
Kewdale. Photo by Ian Wallace

Red-kneed Dotterel, Eyre (see p39).  
Photo by Mick Hobgen
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Crossword No. 24
CLuESby Pam Agar

1. Has two toes facing forwards and two backwards.  
5. Bony projection on leg.
8. It’s unpleasant in a large nesting colony.
9. Ring of skin surrounding the eye.
10.	 Position	in	which	a	bird	carries	it	may	aid	identification.	
11. An uninterrupted one helps if watching birds.
13. Often kept in captivity.
17. Roadside edges, subject of past surveys.
19. To search along shoreline with telescope.
20. Seldom seen.
21. Famous chorus.
24. WA hills, site of Malleefowl observations. 
25. Breeding birds may show this behaviour.
30. To seek food among leaves, bark, etc.
31. An Eastern Osprey’s nest is sure to be … than a 

Silvereye’s.
32. Necessary for accurate records.
33. Moved to alternative location.

DOWN
1. Centre for display and breeding of animals.
2. Could be useful when banding parrots.
3. To move suddenly.
4. Area controlled by a pair of birds.
6. Birds of the open sea.
7. Elusive marsh bird.
11. Often applies to colours during breeding.
12. To move from side to side.
14. Black and white bird of forests.
15. Employs.
16. Status of Gouldian Finch.
18. A magpie probably prefers its meal this way.
22. Avian forms of reproduction.
23. Small bird of undergrowth.
26. Egret named for its size.
27. Area within state.
28. Most birds may be … by their colouring.
29. Locality.

See page 45 for Answers

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10

11 12 13 14

15 16

17 18 19

20

21 22

23 24

25 26 27

28 29

30 31

32 33
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NAMES OF BIRDS USED IN 
WA BIRD NOTES

For the last seven years, WABN has been 
using bird names according to Christidis and 
Boles (2008), as it was the most authoritative 
list available at the time, and had the 
support of Birds Australia. However, in the 
intervening years there has been much work 
done on the relationships of birds, and the 
nature of bird species in Australia. This, 
and further work in progress, has led to a 
number of ‘splits’ and name changes. While 
these changes indicate that we are gaining an 
increasingly detailed knowledge of our birds, 
it also means that the Christidis and Boles 
list is increasingly becoming out of date.

In response to this issue, WABN is 
transitioning to the BirdLife Working List 
of Australian Birds (BirdLife Australia 2014). 

This list is used by our national magazine, 
Australian birdlife, and the Atlas project is 
also transitioning to the BirdLife Working 
List. It is likely that the Australian 
Government, through the Australian 
Biological Resource Survey (ABRS), will do 
the same.

The list is revised approximately annually, 
with a revision expected soon. It can be 
downloaded freely from the internet (see 
link below).
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Great Western Woodlands 
spring surveys

The Great Western Woodlands project will be 
undertaking spring surveys commencing this 
September. Volunteers are being sought to 
participate in these surveys which are planned 
for the following dates: Saturday 5 September to 
Friday 11 September and Saturday 26 September 
to Friday 2 October (Queen’s birthday public 
holiday Monday 28 September).  The dates are 
set to facilitate planning but groups are free to 
undertake surveys outside these dates if they 
wish.

This spring we are especially hoping to survey 
the areas of Jilbadji, Credo and Frank Hann/Peak 
Charles to achieve our aim of surveying each of 
the nine selected areas in the GWW every year.

GPS units are now available for loan to BirdLife 
members undertaking GWW surveys. They 
come with the added benefit that each of the 
marked survey sites will come pre-loaded on the 
GPS. The survey coordinator is happy to provide 
familiarisation and training for these units 
(Garmin Etrex20) to members.

Anyone interested in participating, or wanting 
further information, please contact 

the Survey Coordinator:
Maris Lauva: gww@birdlife.org.au

BirdLife WA name badges — price increase

Just a little reminder that name badges are 
still available.  Our supplier has had a price 
rise and the new cost of the badges is $15.

We generally place an order when we have 
4 or 5 names on the list; when you place an 
order, the office volunteer will check how 
many are already on the list.

Thank-you.

Annette Park, Office Manager
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Get Your Twitch On AND Tread Lightly!!

WA EcoTwitch

19th September to 4th October 2015

How many species can you count while minimising your 
carbon footprint? The inaugural WA EcoTwitch will arrive in 
2015. There are two separate events:

Leg power competition (12 hour): no motorised transport 
(non-motorised bikes, scooters, watercraft etc. all accepted).

Public transport competition (12 hour): no private motorised 
transport (public transport and all non-motorised forms of 
travel accepted).

For both competitions, teams choose any continuous 12 hour 
period between midnight Friday 18th September 2015 to 6 pm 
Sunday 4th October 2015. All teams must be finished by 6pm 
Sunday 4th October 2015.

Teams of 2 to 5 people. Twitch wherever you want to 
(within the boundary of Western Australia). No air travel. 
An individual team may compete in both event categories 
within the EcoTwitch period. The full set of rules, along with 
registration forms, are available from the EcoTwitch co-
ordinators (see contact details below). Please register your 
team by 18th September 2015.

Teams with access to Twitter are encouraged to follow @
WATwitchathon for the latest news and updates leading up to 
the event.

For further information please contact:

Stewart Ford - stewartford@hotmail.com 
Wes Bancroft – wesbancroft@gmail.com; 0428 343 838

Get Your Twitch On!!

WA Twitchathon
14th and 15th November 2015

How many species can you count? All the fun, excitement 
and melodrama of the WA Twitchathon will return in 2015 
and we’d love for you to be part of it. This year’s main 
Twitchathon will be one month earlier than in previous years 
and will also introduce flexible start times. There are three 
separate events:

24 hour (mobile) competition: teams can start their 
continuous 24 hour period at any time of their choosing on 
the Saturday (14th November) but must be finished by 6pm on 
Sunday 15th November.

12 hour (mobile) and Armchair (8 hours at single, fixed 
location) competitions: teams can start their continuous 12 
or 8 hour period at any time of their choosing on the Sunday 
(15th November) but must be finished by 6pm that same day.

Teams of 2 to 5 people. Twitch wherever you want to (within 
the boundary of Western Australia). Travel however you want 
to (except by air). One continuous block of time (24, 12 or 8 
hour) within the available period. One competition category 
per team. The full set of rules, along with registration forms, 
are available from the Twitchathon co-ordinators (see contact 
details below). Please register your team by 8th November 
2015.

Teams with access to Twitter are encouraged to follow @
WATwitchathon for the latest news and updates leading up to 
the event.

For further information please contact:

Stewart Ford:  stewartford@hotmail.com 
Wes Bancroft: wesbancroft@gmail.com; 0428 343 838

You might have been wondering ‘why hasn’t Simon written 
a newsletter for a while!?’ — and it has been on my mind to 
somehow find time to put out the next iNSiGHT News for you 
all to read and update yourselves with my runnings around! 
However, time (unlike my lofty self during my growth-spurting, 
teenage years) is increasingly SHORT these days!! …and my 
Newsletters are something I find harder and harder to sit down 
and write. Most of my updates are now placed directly on the 
News section of my website (blog), or on the website itself, so you 
can always follow those here:

www.simoncherriman.blogspot.com.au

Anyway, the purpose for this relatively short (by Simmo 
standards!) email is to alert you to the new tab on the Homepage 
of my website.
I am excited to announce the launch of the WHERE WEDGIES 
DARE Crowdfunding Campaign, which can be viewed at this 
link:

http://www.pozible.com/wedgietracker
This campaign is my attempt to raise a bunch of Aussie Dollars 
to help me continue the Wedge-tailed Eagle Tracking Project 

which I began in 2012. This project, which actually began 
as a boyhood dream more than two decades ago, involved 
trapping adult eagles and fitting them with satellite trackers to 
obtain never-before seen information on their habitat use and 
movements. You can read about the work that has been done so 
far on the Eagle Tracking Website here:

www.wedge-tailedeagletracking.blogspot.com.au

If you are able to assist with donations (anything and everything 
will help!), then I would be most grateful.

Simon Cherriman   B.Sc. Hons (Env. Biol), MSciComm 
(Nat. Hist. Film.)  

Environmental Biologist, Educator and Filmmaker 
Wedge-tailed Eagle Specialist

iNSiGHT Ornithology   
Wildlife Photography, 

Research and Environmental Education 
Qualified Tree Climbing 

www.simoncherriman.com

Where Wedgies Dare — Crowdfunding Campaign
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The following WA people joined BirdLife Australia 
during the period 8 May to 31 July 2015:

     M Altman, J Ascott, B Ayre, J Barkla, R Bishop, 
L Brother Ton, K Brownlie, R Carlisle, D Carlson, 
I Cash, J Chapman, L Crighton, H Deane, P Farrow, 
B Greatwich, K Hadley, K Haq, D Jecks, N Johnston, 
S Lambe, A Le Souef, L Leong, C Lord, S Mackenzie, 
P Mackenzie-Smith, J Masarei, A McCosh, R McLellan, 
L McNamara, G Meredith, G Miles, S Muldoon, 
A O’Hara, M Robinson, R Rylatt, P Sellers, 
G Simpson, E Stanley, M Stanley, J Steed, D Stone, 
N Tay, F Thomas, K Thomas, R Thomas, S Thomas, 
S Thomas, B van Haeften, R van Son, L White, 
C Wittwer and P Wittwer

New WA members
Cards and badges are 
great to have on hand

The Sales Committee would like to 
remind all members that greeting 
cards and lapel/hat badges can be 
purchased through the BirdLife 
Western Australia website.

Just click on Sales at:

www.birdlife.org.au/locations/
birdlife-western-australia/sales
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BirdLifeWA 2015 
Phototwitch 
Sunday 25th 

October

How many species 
of birds can you 
photograph in 8 
hours? Can you take 
the best photo during the 8 hour BirdLife WA 
Phototwitch contest?

All members and supporters of BirdLife WA 
and members of Western Australian Birds on 
Facebook are invited to join the Phototwitch.

You must enter as an individual ($5.00 per 
entry) but you may travel with friends or other 
phototwitchers.

Contact BirdLife WA office on 9383 7749 or 
Sandra Wallace (wallaces9@hotmail.com) for 
competition rules and entry forms.

All profits aid the BirdLife WA Australasian 
Bittern Project..

BirdLife WA 2016 Calendar

The 2016 calendar is now available at the BirdLife 
WA office for $10 each or $12.20 including postage. 
All photographs by BirdLife WA members and 
photographs submitted for the calendar were 
judged by Jiri and Marie Lochman.

You can order calendars from the office by phoning 
9383 7749 or emailing wa@birdlife.org.au and 
direct depositing or posting a cheque payment. 
Calendars will also be sold at the Monday monthly 
meetings and some bird excursions between now 
and the New Year.

All profits aid the BirdLife WA 
Australasian Bittern Project.

Country branches
ALBANY BRANCH

On a showery morning, our group spent our July meeting at 
Cheynes Beach. Participants excelled themselves in going 
the full loop along the coast in damp drizzle. For the day, we 
noted only 20+ species. It was a very enjoyable day, scanty 
in bristlebirds — seeing one and calling well and also scrub-
birds in the heath and a few whipbirds.

Seabirds were very scarce although we did see two 
humpback whales, a few very friendly kangaroos and a 
yellow-footed mouse feeding in the rain at a rubbish bin.

Ray Garstone

BuNBuRY BRANCH
In July, new member Don Carlson showed us ‘his patch’, 
Peninsular Lakes in Eaton. We had a perfect morning — clear 
with no breeze and good listening conditions — 45 species 
and 18 people.

The August excursion was to Stirling Wetlands behind 
Peppermint	Beach	south	of	Bunbury,	a	location	we	first	
visited last winter. It’s a seasonal wetland that becomes 

a	long	and	wide	lake	filled	with	a	marvellous	array	of	
waterbirds. As August marks four years since the group 
came into being after a visit and education seminar with 
BirdLife WA, we had  a light celebration with a touch of 
champagne with our morning tea. Many of our foundation 
members remain with the group.

Sue Kalab

Notices, ctd
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CAPE TO CAPE BIRD GROuP

MYALuP GROuP

Saturday 18 July meeting at the Myalup 
Community Hall
Present were Beryl Fleming, Pam Bremner, Clare Jones, 
Elaine France, Edith Whelan, Margaret Symonds, Chris 
Thorne, Errol Harwood and Margaret Jones.

Errol	showed	us	the	Life	Membership	Certificate	of	the	
Myalup Bird Observers Group to be presented to Tony France 
in appreciation of his tireless and invaluable commitment to 
monitoring the Hooded Plover population of Lake Preston and 
the migratory birds that arrive in the spring as well as the 

resident birds of the lake.  unfortunately, Tony was not 
present to receive the award so Errol undertook to deliver it 
to Tony at his home.

Then we were treated to a slide show of the wonderful 
bird photos taken by Chris Thorne who spends many hours 
in pursuit of birds. Next, we were shown a PowerPoint 
presentation on Lake Preston that Tony had compiled. This 
was very interesting and provided an overview of the lake 
and the birds that can be found there.

An enjoyable and informative meeting then concluded.
Margaret Jones

Program
Sunday 25 October: Half-day excursion,  Boranup 
Forest
Meet at 8:30 am. From Caves Road, turn into the southern 
entrance to Boranup Drive and park in the small car park 
inside the Leeuwin-Naturaliste National Park. This entrance 
leads to the Boranup campground and scenic lookout. (Do 
not take the northern entrance to Boranup Drive and Point 
Road.) This outing coincides with BirdLife’s National Bird 
Week and the PhotoTwitch. A rolling bird survey will be 
conducted along the drive. Keen photographers can join in, 
too. There will be prizes and photographs will be featured in 
our local newsletter.
Bring morning tea and a picnic lunch if you wish to stay on 
and join in the bird/photo fun.

Leader: Christine Wilder

Sunday 6 December: Half-day excursion, Ambergate 
Reserve
Meet at 8:00 am at the car park on the corner of Queen 
Elizabeth Avenue and Doyle Road (south of Busselton 
Bypass and Ambergate Road). Ambergate Reserve is an 
island of remnant bushland, surrounded by open farmland, 
with walk trails in four sectors. It is jointly managed by the 
Busselton Naturalists Club and the Geographe Community 
Landcare Nursery and well-known for its variety of birdlife 
and	wildflowers.	Boot	washing	facilities	provided.	Bring	along	
morning tea.

Leader: Christine Wilder
All the excursions are for BirdLife Australia members and the 
general public. For details of any of the above, please contact 
Christine Wilder cwilderone@yahoo.com.au or Boyd Wykes 
majyx@iinet.net.au.

Excursion reports
Metricup bush block, 9 May
Eleven members of the Cape to Cape Bird Group surveyed 
birds on our property at Metricup, a 20 hectare site 
fortunate to have a Department of Parks and Wildlife Nature 
Conservation Covenant to help in its protection. Overall, the 
vegetation communities of this property provide good habitat 
for fauna, but until this excursion, no bird survey had ever 
been	conducted.	A	summary	of	the	vegetation	and	flora	

values was conducted and recorded by Bronwyn Keighery 
and Andrew Webb in 2006.
We began the walk by crossing the Carbunup River into the 
uplands, then walked along the fringes of the river where 
tall Blackbutts, tea tree and hakea have always provided 
good protective habitat for many birds. We ventured into the 
wetlands before walking to banksia and casuarina country.
It was a most enjoyable and social morning with 33 species 
sighted including Baudin’s Black-Cockatoo, Red-capped 
Parrot, Red-winged and Splendid Fairy-wrens, Western 
Yellow, White-breasted and Scarlet Robins.
We thank the Cape to Cape Bird Group not only for their 
camaraderie, but also their amazing expertise and sharp 
observation skills. We will be forwarding the results of 
this bird survey to the Nature Conservation Covenant Co-
ordinator with the intention that the site report section 3.6 – 
native fauna present, be updated from ‘some birdlife seen in 
the Carbunup River vegetation’, to obviously so much more!

Janean Robinson and 
Adrian van den Ouweland

Bramley National Park, Margaret River, 7 June
The foreshore of the Margaret River and the adjacent 
reserves offer many walk paths criss-crossing wonderful 
birding habitat.
A couple of groups of mountain bikers waved as they hurried 
past but otherwise our group of eight  had the main track 
to ourselves for the three hour loop up the ridge through 
Karri to Jarrah-Marri forest then down to the river where 
Blackbutt and Flooded Gum predominate. Along the way, 
we enjoyed the shrub and herb diversity around a granite 
outcrop. The total of 25 species spotted included most of the 
regular forest inhabitants although we were disappointed not 
to come across any of the three black-cockatoo species often 
using this forest and the adjacent pine plantation. Highlights 
included	several	flocks	of	Varied	Sittellas	and	a	flock	of	
Western Thornbills at the granite outcrop.
As we neared our cars, Peter St Clair-Baker spied a small 
dead bird on the track. Wet and squashed, it required 
unpleasantly close examination to reveal the distinctive 
features of an Australian Owlet-nightjar.

Boyd Wykes
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WHEATBELT-AvON BRANCH

Excursions planned

26 – 28 September 2015 (Long weekend): 
Helena and Aurora Ranges (Bungalbin) in the Great 
Western Woodlands
This	range	is	a	magnificent	banded	ironstone	formation,	that	
has National Heritage values, and is currently an A class 
reserve. Situated about 6 hours east of Perth, the ranges 
have	an	impressive	flora	and	fauna	list.	Notable	bird	species	
include several raptors, Malleefowl, Regent Parrot, Major 
Mitchell’s Cockatoo and Chestnut Quail-thrush.
This	excursion	has	already	been	filled	but contact the WABBA 
Deputy Convener Max Howard for further information: avon.
hill@bigpond.com or phone 95742102.

Leader:  Phil Lewis

17 October: Yorkrakine Rock Tammin Shire 
Full-day excursion
There is something special about granite tors in springtime, 
and Yorkrakine Rock is one of them rising to 300 m above 
its surrounds. Much of the basis of Dr Main’s book Between 
Wodjil and Tor (Main 1967) is from this area, which is 
surrounded by 158 ha of largely untouched wheatbelt 

woodland. Over 90 species of birds have been recorded to 
date, including large numbers of raptors and honeyeaters.

Meet	outside	the	Cunderdin	Post	Office	at	8:30	am.
Leader: Clinton Richter

24 – 25 October: Corrigin and surrounds 
Full weekend
Over 160 bird species have been sighted in the Corrigin 
Shire, which has a number of habitats (see BirdLife Australia 
W.A. bird guides 20a and 20b). Some notable species include 
Freckled Duck, 13 raptor species, Australian Bustard, Inland 
Dotterel and Blue-breasted Fairy-wren. There are three types 
of accommodation in the town including hotel, motel and 
caravan park. Refer to website GoSeeAustralia.com.au for 
more details.

Meet at the Corrigin Caravan Park on Friday 23 Oct, at 6:00 
pm. Tel 0428 178 121.

Leader: Max Howard

For	information	and	notification	of	attendance	on	the	above	
excursions please contact:

Max Howard 
avon.hill@bigpond.com  9574 2102
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Excursion reports
WELLARD WETLANDS, 14 MARCH

A	select	group	of	five	birdwatchers	ignored	a	forecast	of	
bad weather from the remains of a cyclone, and were 
rewarded with a pleasant morning’s outing at Wellard 
Wetlands.

Eight species of duck were seen: Musk Duck, Australian 
Shelduck, Pink-eared Duck, Australasian Shoveler, Grey 
Teal,	Pacific	Black	Duck,	Hardhead	and	Blue-billed	Duck,	
plus the usual family of Domestic Geese which has been 
in residence at Wellard for some time. Australasian 
Grebe and Hoary-headed Grebe were present, as were 
Australasian Darter and four species of cormorant.

There	were	five	wader	species	at	Wellard	that	day,	
including Wood Sandpiper.

As well as a good number of Whistling Kite, three other 
raptor species were spotted.

Our sightings for the day were 54 species.

Charles Merriam

ELLIS BROOK, 4 APRIL

It was an overcast, autumn morning at Ellis Brook as 
the 17 members on the walk worked a little harder than 
usual	to	find	the	resident	species	of	this	area.	This	was	
attributed to the abundance of water from recent rains 
and	the	lack	of	flowering	flora.	Despite	conditions	not	
being perfect, we still found most of the target species 
with Red-winged and Splendid Fairy-wrens, Red-eared 
Firetail, Western Gerygone, Western Spinebill, Western 
Thornbill, Red-capped Parrot, Western Rosella, Carnaby’s 
Black-Cockatoo, Dusky Woodswallow, Mistletoebird  
amongst these. Scarlet, White-breasted and Red-capped 
Robins	were	all	seen,	the	latter	being	a	fine,	male	bird	
that showed extremely well near the top car park, which 
isn’t its usual haunt. Several honeyeater species were 
seen   with perhaps Yellow-plumed being the most 

notable as these birds aren’t usually seen so close to the 
CBD but have now been seen here on the last few group 
walks.

A total of 48 species were seen on this enjoyable walk.

Steve Burns

LAKE MEALuP, 17 MAY

To go, or not to go? The weather forecast was ominous, 
and indeed, accurate. However, together with David 
James	there	were	five	of	us	at	this	wonderful	spot,	owned	
and cared for by the Lake Mealup Preservation Society. 
From the water proof hut (which proved very handy) we 
walked to this fresh water lake. A board walk leads to 
a hide from where we could view the many waterbirds 
on and around it. It was great weather for ducks, and 
swans, spoonbills, dotterels, stilts, etc.

After again sheltering in the hut we set off to Little 
Lake. Fortunately, showers were followed by sunshine 
that allowed us to drip dry despite being well togged 
for rain. In a patch of melaleuca woodland there were 
more Western Gerygones than I’ve ever seen together, 
not	particularly	vocal	but	flying	here	and	there	and	
seemingly feeding from the bark. Grey Fantails were 
everywhere, also. In the large area of banksia woodland 
there were fewer honeyeaters than we expected. It was 
very interesting and encouraging to see the regeneration 
of endemic species, many of which have been planted by 
members of the group.

Most	of	the	birds	had	flown	elsewhere	when	we	had	
a second walk to the big lake after another sheltering 
break.	A	fascinating	tiny	fly,	almost	transparent	with	a	
tail resembling ‘a dandelion seed head’, a male ‘Bird of 
Paradise’	fly	we	were	informed,	occupied	our	attention	as	
they	floated	to	the	ground	like	ash.

In all, a total of 39 species was seen. Many thanks, 
David, for a happy and inspiring day.

Stella Stewart-Wynne

Western Wattlebird, Bungendore.  
This bird hung around very close 
for some time, feeding and posing 
alternately. Photo by Ian Wallace

Yellow-rumped Thornbill, Tomato 
Lake. Photo by Ian Wallace
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BuLL CREEK WETLANDS, 23 MAY

I	absolutely	loved	my	first	attempt	at	birdwatching!

Birdwatching is not easy — you need to identify the 
species, the sounds, know their habitat, and of course 
be quick with your binoculars! It was a truly special 
experience to be surrounded by lots of birdwatching 
enthusiasts, who very much enjoyed sharing their 
knowledge with the less-experienced in the troupe.

Everyone in the group was very friendly, and the more 
experienced watchers always made sure my husband and 
I saw the rarer species — something I am very grateful 
for!

A very pleasant and enjoyable morning well spent, 
taking in the fresh air and discovering 
beautiful places I had not taken the 
time to appreciate before now.

Ada Wong

BuLL CREEK, 23 MAY

It was a chilly morning when we 
gathered at Spinaway Crescent 
Nineteen members and visitors 
enjoyed the beautiful morning, as 
chilly as it was we were looking for 
shade for our morning tea.

Thirty-eight birds were seen; one of 
the highlights was the Buff-banded 
Rail	seen	flying.

Later, while we were having morning 
tea, one of the locals came over to 
tell us how the Buff-banded Rail lives 
mostly in his garden and has done 
since it was a chick.

A large number of Musk Duck were displaying well for 
us It was disappointing not to see the Yellow-rumped 
Thornbill, Splendid Fairy-wren or Western Wattlebird.

Sue Keogh

CHARLES DARWIN RESERvE 
CAMPOuT, 
29 MAY – 1 JuNE

Charles Darwin Reserve, also known as White Wells 
Station, lies to the north-east of Perth, on the northern 
edge of the Western Australian wheatbelt. It is an 
important refuge for animal and plant species that were 
once widespread in the region. It was previously operated 
as a sheep station but has been in the hands of Bush 
Heritage Australia since 2003 so it was with great interest 
that I ventured here.

We all loved the drama of the breakaways and the rock 
formations.	We	could	see	that	the	blossoming	wildflowers	
will be great this year. We sighted 73 birds overall and I 
was the grinner! (and had to write the report!).

There were numerous Redthroats (must have been a 
good breeding season for them). Shy Heathwren was 
everyone’s target but only a few were successful. The 
Malleefowl were elusive bar one, a great sighting for the 
trip. There were many of their tracks seen but only two 
people, the backseat drivers in our car,  enjoyed this 
special viewing!

Southern Whiteface abounded as did White-winged 
Fairy-wren, White-fronted Honeyeater, Regent Parrot and 
Mulga Parrot.

This popular campout was a great success. The facilities 
here	are	terrific	and	the	fires	each	
night warmed us all up.

Frank O’Connor provided us with 
a varied program visiting a range 
of	habitats	—	his	first	leading	of	a	
campout	for	five	years.	Well	done	and	
thank you, Frank.

Jennifer Sumpton

FLYNN ROAD. 
MuNDARING, 
6 JuNE

Twelve people joined Charles Merriam 
on this overcast Saturday. Despite 
a shower (and the odd noisy bike), 
it was a pleasant walk to the rock 
for morning tea and back to the 
cars. We drove west along Abercorn 
Road, where we had lunch followed 
by another short walk but the birds 
were less co-operative there. Western 
Rosellas were a highlight for some 

lucky watchers, and Western (Golden) Whistlers and 
Rufous Treecreepers were great, too.

A total 33 species, a small number but a lovely morning. 
Thanks, Charles.

Stella Stewart-Wynne

WEARNE ROAD, NORTH BANNISTER, 
20 JuNE

The Wearne Road excursion was held on a cool and 
cloudy day which kept the birds quiet. Some showers 
passed through while we had our morning tea break but 
we were able to shelter in our cars. Fifteen members 
attended and together we saw a total for the day of 39 
bird species.

Highlights were Emu, Painted Button-Quail, Western 
Rosella, Elegant Parrot, Hooded Robin, Western Yellow 

White-fronted Honeyeater, 
Charles Darwin Reserve (see also 
pp22, 45, 47). Photo by Jennifer 
Sumpton
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Robin, Restless Flycatcher, Rufous Treecreeper, Blue-
breasted Fairy-wren and White-browed Babbler.

Those	that	stayed	after	the	break	added	five	species	to	
the list: Western Thornbill, Inland Thornbill, Western 
Spinebill, White-browed Scrubwren and Rufous Whistler. 
The only raptor seen was Wedge-tailed Eagle.

Robyn Pickering

WuNGONG DAM, 28 JuNE

An amazing 31 members turned up for this walk through 
Wungong valley. The sky was blue and a steady breeze 
filled	the	air,	initially	making	the	birds	lie	a	little	lower	
than usual. We saw 31 species, not the best birding tally 
for this popular area. Even though we missed out on 
some of the expected species for this walk such as Red-
eared Firetail, Red-capped Parrot, Western Rosella and 
even Western Gerygone, we had good views of White-
breasted and Scarlet Robins, Red-winged and Splendid 
Fairy-wrens, Western Spinebill, Mistletoebird, Rufous and 
Western (Golden) Whistlers, Western Thornbill, Fan-tailed 
Cuckoo. A Wedge-tailed Eagle showed well, patrolling 
the skies above the valley and was the only raptor seen. 
Maybe the time of year had something to do with the lack 
of birds around and the breeze didn’t help.

Steve Burns

HERDSMAN LAKE, 5 JuLY

Sixteen of us met, including three visitors, in a heavy 
mist over the lake and a spectacular sunrise over clouds. 
We walked along the shore of Maurice Hamer Park to 
the	Settlers	Cottage	and	the	big	sand	pile,	finding	many	
Freckled Ducks on the way. At least 10 Glossy Ibis 
were seen, 11 duck species and all three grebes. Great 
Cormorants were breeding on a dead tree out in the 
middle and we had good views using the telescope. There 

were a few bushbirds 
and the Rufous 
Whistler, Yellow-
rumped Thornbills, 
Grey Fantail and 
Western Gerygone 
were seen near the 
cottage. (see photos, 
pp27,47)

With 59 species by 
morning tea, we then 
went to the board 
walk, adding Nankeen 
Night-Heron, Straw-
necked Ibis and a 
Brown Goshawk, 
bringing the total 
species to a very 
credible 62 for the 
morning.

Sue Abbotts

LITTLE RuSH LAKE, 8 JuLY

After a very wet day before, the morning was bright and 
clear for the walk around Little Rush Lake. The birds 
were all out feeding in the tree tops to make up for 
their lean pickings the day before and we saw Silvereye, 
Brown, Singing and New Holland Honeyeaters and Red 
Wattlebird, as well as Grey Fantail, Red-capped Parrot, 
Australian Ringneck, Galah and the inevitable Rainbow 
Lorikeet.

The	lake	yielded	Pacific	Black	Duck,	Australasian	Grebe,	
Australasian Shoveler, Musk Duck, Black Swan, Purple 
Swamphen and a White-faced Heron.

Flying over were a Little Egret and a Collared 
Sparrowhawk.	A	Sacred	Kingfisher	was	spotted	across	
the lake.

Fifteen people enjoyed a very pleasant walk on a brisk, 
sunny morning and our thanks go to Ruth and John for 
organising and leading it. Forty species were seen in 
total.

Wendy Napier

PIESSE BROOK, 12 JuLY

Twenty-three rugged-up birders including one junior met 
on this very chilly but clear morning. Galah, Red-capped 
Parrots and Australian Ringneck were soon seen as were 
both Rufous and Western (Golden) Whistlers. Other 
species were harder to come by or remained hidden, 
perhaps waiting for the sun to rise higher. While the 
birdlife	was	quiet,	the	early	wildflowers	interested	some	
in this deep and scenic valley that follows the brook. At 
a welcome morning tea, we had seen 19 species and 
enjoyed a very pleasant walk led by Stella Stewart-
Wynne.

Pauline Woolley

ST RONANS NATuRE RESERvE, 
1 AuGuST

Twenty people recorded 35 species at St Ronans Nature 
Reserve on a cold, overcast day with some light rain 
and moderate winds. Highlights were Red-capped Robin, 
Scarlet Robin, Yellow-plumed Honeyeater and White-
rowed Babbler. Everyone enjoyed seeing the two pet 
Emus that are on the property at the back of the reserve.

Most of the group went to Wambyn Nature Reserve on 
the way home and added Western Thornbill, Western 
Gerygone, Spotted Pardalote and Gilberts (Western 
White-naped) Honeyeater. The total number of species 
recorded on the day was 39 which was lower than usual 
and	a	reflection	of	the	poor	weather	conditions.

Robyn Pickering

Grey Butcherbird, Lake 
Goolelal, Kingsley. Photo by  
John McMullan
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EYRE BIRD OBSERvATORY

Observatory report

To the uninitiated like us, serious birdwatching at 
Eyre	is	kind	of	cheating,	as	on	a	fine,	dry	day,	you	
sit on the northern verandah and watch a passing 
parade of our feathered friends as they drop in for 
their daily drink and bath. They come in all shapes 
and sizes, too, from Australian Raven down to 
Mistletoebird.	Seventy-five	species	were	recorded	
in both May and June with a few less in July as the cooler 
weather set in.

We have developed some theories while watching. One is 
about the weather, although we’re not really sure which 
way this one runs, but if the New Holland Honeyeater is 
at the bird bath at dawn, there’s going to be a weather 
change in the next day or so. The other way round is that 
when it’s been wet and or there is plenty of moisture in 
the environment, you can forecast a bird drought at the 
baths.

From our two television screens which are really the 
kitchen windows, we watch the dawn parade. As a 
general rule, it starts with the Brush Bronzewings 
waddling their way up the bronzewing super highway and 
then stopping to peruse the last two baths as if deciding 
which	is	better	and	then	in	a	flurry	of	wings	they	are	
there.	First	one,	then	two	and	sometimes	five	at	once,	all	
shuffling	for	prime	position.

Next, if the royalty deign to grace us with their presence, 
are the Major Mitchell’s Cockatoos. They tend to call 
ahead, their rusty gate cry announcing their impending 
arrival. Sometimes one, sometimes 15, then one day 52 
and	the	first	day	I	slept	in	as	Lorraine	did	the	weather,	
100+ arrived and I was dragged from bed to witness the 
commotion and chaos as pink and white littered every 
available perch. Since late June as we’ve had more rain, 
the MMs seem to have largely deserted us, with only 
sporadic sightings — true celebs.

The next crew in with any numbers is the New Holland 
Honeyeaters.	It	fits	our	perception	of	them	being	the	
boisterous teenage school group that they should sleep in 
and be late for ablutions. They also take forever and only 
ever move with their peer group.

After that it’s a bit of a mixed bag and anything can turn 
up. We only ever see the Brown-headed Honeyeaters in 
the middle of a warm afternoon and then only once a 
week or so.

Another sporadic visitor always commanding an audience 
is	the	Sacred	Kingfisher.	It	stands	imperiously,	glaring	at	
all	comers,	flitting	around	as	if	checking	the	bath	from	
every angle before committing in a seemingly suicidal 
dive.
The Brown Honeyeater is another of those to check 
things	out	first.	Unlike	the	New	Hollands	which	are	into	
communal bathing, the Brown tends to hang back, 
watching proceedings before making an explosive entry 
and exit. Interestingly, the small honeyeaters shift more 
water from the baths than all the others put together.

Then there are the unusual sightings at the baths. In our 
first	week	while	taking	coffee	on	the	verandah,	a	dove	
arrived at the bath, both sets of binoculars were raised 

and we both commented on the striking blue eye 
ring. The book revealed a Peaceful Dove, but 
Alma’s Birds of Eyre showed there hadn’t been 
a sighting since 2009! With no photo, we were 
concerned they would think the new caretakers 
were trying to show off. However, the lesson was 
learnt and with camera present at all times, we 

had digital proof several days later. Then, after six weeks 
of cameo appearances, its literal last gasp occurred on 13 
June when it impacted one of our television screens head 
on. RIP one very Peaceful Dove.

The other big stir we had fortunately occurred when the 
bird banders were here. On a brief trip to Kanidal Beach 
with Perry and Gina, we spotted what we thought was 
an Australian Pipit in the company of a pair of Australian 
Pied	Oystercatchers,	until	it	flew	off,	when	Lorraine	
queried	the	flash	of	yellow.	Bailing	out	of	the	car	we	
stalked this poor bird and took some blurry shots the 
paparazzi would be proud of before it departed across 
the calcrete. upon return to the observatory, books were 
pored over and blurry photos examined in detail. The 
only possibility seemed to be a Yellow Wagtail. A return 
trip was declared and so with a car full of experts and a 
big lens or two, we departed. Sure enough, there it was, 
obediently in the same spot, and shutters whirred like 
silenced uzi machine guns. This time when it took off we 
headed it off by going straight to the calcrete and with 
the	sun	behind	us,	we	struck	gold	and	filled	a	few	gig	
of SD card with evidence. It was still there the following 
day, too, in the same place, with the same Australian 
Pied Oystercatchers. unfortunately we’ve only seen it 
once since then, but the photos remain. The bird banders 
made a big difference to our count with a record 68 
species in a day.

Apart from that, we’ve had a few new ones for us, a 
Curlew Sandpiper and Ruddy Turnstone at Nine Mile 
along with a beach washed Southern Fulmar, Red-necked 
Stints and a lonely Red-kneed Dotterel.

Then there was the day of the Red-capped Plover, 19 
July. Our guests had been looking at the little booklet 
about the Hooded Plover and so I glanced through it. 
Fast forward to the following day on a Kanidal run with 
them. The run up was pretty normal, some Australian 
Pied Oystercatchers, Red-capped Plovers, Silver Gulls, 
Australian Pelicans and Pied Cormorants. Lunch at Nine 
Mile, peak round the corner, count the White-faced 
Herons and return picking up rubbish, stopping around 
the 7 ¼  km mark we retrieved rubbish when Lorraine 
disturbed an unseen Red-capped Plover displaying the 
sorts of behaviours I’d seen in the ‘Hoodie’ booklet. All 
Stop! Don’t move! Look at the bird! Moving from sand 
patch to sand patch, we soon discovered two perfect, little 
eggs cunningly disguised. Another surprising day at Eyre.

Then there are the raptors. The Brown Falcon has to be 
the most patient, as it will sit in a tree while I sneak up 
five	or	ten	steps	at	a	time	with	camera,	in	Uzi	setting,	
and stay there until I am at risk of being dumped on.

On the other hand, there is the Collared Sparrowhawk 
which disappears into the foliage and apparently should 
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never be directly looked at for fear it’ll take offence and 
disappear,	which	it	does.	My	first	photos	I	thought	were	
pretty good, but we couldn’t ID it, so we sent them to 
Alma. “Good pics,” she says, “but did you see its toes?” 
What? Is this some sort of avian foot fetish? But no, it 
is all really in the toes, and yes the next time we saw 
it (while it wasn’t looking) we noticed the toes which 
revealed it as a Collared Sparrowhawk. Just recently, 
though, when returning from a walk, there was the 
sparrowhawk in the tree by the Rotaloo, out in the open 
and available for photos!

Wedge-tailed Eagles and White-bellied Sea-Eagles always 
draw	comment	for	their	size	and	ease	of	flight.	One	pair	
of wedgies graced us at the Scarp Lookout. We watched 
from above as they glided below us accompanied 
by ‘Grey CarryOns’ (as my mother christened the 
Currawongs) till one, tired of the din, soared over the 
scarp and hovered right there, metres above us and my 
camera was in the car and Anne’s iPhone couldn’t cope. 
Oh well, the memory is there.

Then, of course, there are the false alarms. The odd calls 
of the weather vane squeak bird, rubbing branch bird, 
and the famous suspension squeak cuckoo. Of course, 
there’s	the	unconfirmed	reports	of	the	dead	branch	bird,	
weed bird, shadow bird, leaf bird, gap in the foliage bird 
and the FBs. Flitting Bird, Flying Bird, Flown Bird, Fast 
Bird and that Fn Bird!

Our favourites? There are plenty. The iconic Major 
Mitchell’s Cockatoos that steal the show, Australian 
Ravens	flaring	backlit	wings	as	they	land,	the	delicacy	
of the Silvereyes, the banded Singing Honeyeater 
that has taken the baths as its territory and valiantly 
defends it against the New Holland Honeyeaters until 
they overwhelm it and the Grey Shrike-thrush which is 
a constant companion in the mornings. Then there’s the 
lipstick birds, the Spiny-cheeked Honeyeaters and their 

chuckly call and the dainty bravery of the pardalotes and, 
and, and. You get the drift.

When it comes down to it, bird observing at the Eyre 
Bird Observatory is easy, but all the better with sunshine 
and	it	will	definitely	never	be	the	same	off	our	deck	in	
Warragul, victoria.

Mick and Lorraine Hobgen

Observatory report: Eyre, ctd

Major Mitchell’s Cockatoo, Eyre. Photo by Keith 
Lightbody

Australian Raven (left) and (right) New Holland Honeyeaters bathing, Eyre (see also pp13, 27, 48). Photos by Mick 
Hobgen
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Important note re campouts

Members anticipating attending campouts must notify the BirdLife WA Office (9383 7749) of the number in their party 
and when they will arrive. 

If you are unsure, put your name down as you can always cancel.
An emergency contact number should also be provided in case of accident.

New members
Please let the leaders know that you are a new member and don’t hesitate to ask for assistance with bird sightings.

Saturday 5 September: Paruna 
Sanctuary 
Full-day excursion including BBQ

Meet at 8:30 am in the car park at the 
end of Avon Road. Travelling on the 
Toodyay Road, turn north into O’Brien 
Road, which becomes Clenton Road 
after 15.3 km, and after a further 2 km 
turn north onto Avon Road. This road 
is gravelled but quite suitable for any 
vehicle, and less than 1 km in length. 
Allow 20 minutes from the Toodyay/
O’Brien Roads turnoff.

Paruna Sanctuary is owned by the 
Australian Wildlife Conservancy (AWC) 
and we will be carrying out surveys 
of three sites. AWC members will be 
joining us and they will provide a BBQ 
lunch for those attending.

For members and guests only.

Leaders: Robyn Pickering and Sandra 
West

Saturday to Friday 5-11 September: 
Great Western Woodlands spring 
surveys

See Notices p29 for details.

Monday 7 September to Thursday 
10 September: Mount Gibson 
Wildlife Sanctuary survey

See Notices p29 previous issue for 
details.

Friday 11 September to Sunday 13 
September: Nangeen Hill and Mt 
Caroline campout

Nangeen Hill, Mt Caroline and Kokerbin 
Rock are three of a small group of 
isolated reserves about 200 km east 
of Perth, managed by DPaW and 
WWF. Nangeen Hill is surrounded 
by a predator proof fence to protect 
a	small	population	of	Black-flanked	
Rock Wallabies, while Mt Caroline is 
surrounded by private property. Neither 
can be easily accessed.

The campout is part of a small long 
term project looking at bird populations 
within the three reserves. Participants 

will take part in some standard surveys 
but also more extensive walks to 
compile comprehensive bird lists for the 
reserves.

We will be camping next to an 
unoccupied farmhouse, next to Mt 
Caroline reserve. Participants should be 
self contained but are able to use the 
toilet facilities. Numbers will be limited 
to 14. Those wishing to attend must 
put their names and email on the list in 
the	office	by	calling	9383	7749	and	you	
will be contacted a week or two prior to 
the campout with further details.

For members and guests only.

Leaders: Andrew and Jill Hobbs 9246 
2026 (andrew@hobbsfamily.id.au)

Saturday 12 September: Queens 
Park Regional Open Space, East 
Cannington 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am at the gate opposite 
261 Station Street, East Cannington, 
halfway between Welshpool Road and 
Luyer Avenue. Station Street is closed 
at many points along its length so enter 
from Welshpool Road or Luyer Avenue.

The Friends of Queens Park Bushland 
will lead us through an area of natural 
Marri/banksia bushland containing a 
modified	watercourse.	The	Friends	have	
recorded 100 bird species in this area. 
The walk will take 2-3 hours but is on 
mostly	flat	ground.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Sian Mawson

Saturday 19 September to Sunday 
4 October: WA EcoTwitch

How many bird species can you count 
while minimising your carbon footprint? 
The inaugural WA EcoTwitch has 
arrived. Start organising your team 
of 2 to 5 people for either of the 12 
hour leg power and/or public transport 
EcoTwitch!!!
To register contact Stewart Ford 
(stewartford@hotmail.com) or Wes 

Bancroft (wesbancroft@gmail.com ph 
0428 343 838).

Sunday 20 September: Canning 
River Regional Park, Wilson 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am at the Kent Street 
Weir car park. The walk follows a 5 km 
circuit along Canning River, viewing a 
large selection of bush and waterbirds, 
hopefully with sightings of the elusive 
Spotless Crake. Over 110 species have 
been recorded in this area.

For members and the general public.

Leaders: George and Pam Agar

Monday 21 September: Bold Park 
Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, 
Floreat 
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm

Note revised date due to the 
Queen’s Birthday holiday.

Dr Mike Bamford will give a talk on 
‘Twenty-four years of systematic bird 
observations in a garden’.

Thursday 24 September: Alan 
Anderson Park, Walliston 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am at the car park near 
Alan Anderson Park between Lawnbrook 
and Pomeroy Roads, Walliston. It is 
easily accessed from Welshpool Road. 
This is a two-hour walk on fairly level 
terrain, covering 34 ha. Sixty-four 
species of birds have been recorded 
here.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Maris Lauva

Friday 25 September to Sunday 27 
September: Bird survey on Hamelin 
Station

Bush Heritage Australia (BHA) has 
recently purchased Hamelin Station 
(near Hamelin Pool in Shark Bay) as 
a conservation property. Parts of this 
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station provided habitat occupied by 
the Western Grasswren (formerly 
Thick-billed Grasswren) as late as 
2003 but its current status there 
is unknown. BHA has requested 
assistance in getting some more up to 
date information on the birds on their 
new reserve with particular emphasis in 
finding	the	Western	Grasswren.	Recent	
summer / autumn rain in the region 
has broken a protracted drought which 
may enhance bird numbers.

Camping facilities will be available free 
at the Hamelin Station stay. Please 
register	at	the	BWA	office	on	9383	
7749.

Leader: Nic Dunlop 0409 014 030, 
tern@iinet.net.au

Saturday 26 September: Serpentine 
National Park 
Half-day Photogroup excursion

Meet at 8:30 am at the Serpentine 
Falls National Park. The gate opens 
at 8:30 am. To get there from Perth, 
head south along the South West 
Highway and turn left into Falls Road, 
Serpentine. Drive along Falls Road to 
the park. We will walk along a ridge 
overlooking Serpentine Falls and have 
views across the plain to the ocean. 
The bush in this area has both Marri 
and Wandoo and usually yields a good 
number of bird species.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Richard Mazanec

Saturday 26 September to Monday 
28 September: Wooleen Station 
campout

Wooleen Station is a nature based 
station stay in the Murchison 
Region, with a strong focus on the 
environmental rehabilitation of the 
WA Outback. Wooleen Lake is listed 
in the National Directory of Important 
Wetlands. It is a semi-permanent home 
to a “vast array of animals and bird life” 
and at the time of writing has had good 
rains and the lake is full. The Murchison 
River runs through the station only a 
short drive from the homestead.

Wooleen Station is 700 km north 
of Perth and 40 km south-east of 
Murchison Settlement. Detailed 
directions will be sent out before 
the campout. There is a wide range 
of accommodation from unpowered 
camping sites with showers and toilets 

to two bedroom guest houses. Their 
web site is comprehensive (www.
wooleen.com) and please phone them 
to book your accommodation on 9963 
7973. The cost for unpowered sites at 
the homestead is $25 per night and 
is charged per vehicle. The station is 
accessible by two wheel drive vehicles.

You must also register at the BWA 
office	on	9383	7749	and	include	your	
email address so that directions can be 
sent to you closer to the date. Numbers 
will be limited to 25 members.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Sue Abbotts

Saturday 26 – Monday 28 
September 2015 (Long weekend): 
Helena and Aurora Ranges 
(Bungalbin) in the Great Western 
Woodlands

See WABBA report, p35, for details.

Saturday 26 September to Friday 
2 October: Great Western Woodlands 
spring surveys

See Notices for details.

Note: Queen’s birthday public holiday 
Monday 28 September).

Sunday 27 September: North Lake, 
North Lake 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am at the car park 
near the north end of Progress Drive. 
Coming from Perth on Kwinana 
Freeway, take the Farrington Road exit 
going right towards Fremantle. Coming 
from the south, take the South Street 

exit going left towards Fremantle, turn 
left into Murdoch Drive and right into 
Farrington Road. Progress Drive is the 
first	left	after	the	lights	at	Bibra	Drive.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Wynton Maddeford

Sunday 4 October: Bickley Brook, 
Orange Grove 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am in the Hardinge Park 
public car park, Hardinge Road. Red-
browed Finch, Red-eared Firetail, 
Southern Emu-wren and a reasonable 
range of other bushbirds have been 
recorded on previous excursions to the 
area.

Participants may wish to take 
advantage of the free gas barbecues 
which are provided (from 8:00 am to 
sunset) at the conclusion of the walk.

For members and guests only.

Leaders: John and Ruth Luyer

Sunday 11 October: Ellis Brook, 
Gosnells 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am at the corner of 
Gosnells Road and Bygum Lane, Martin. 
We will walk up the steep path to the 
top of the falls which provides great 
views of the Swan Coastal Plain. It 
is a popular area where a variety of 
bushbirds can be seen, some of them 
not often seen near Perth, such as Red-
eared Firetail, Red-winged Fairy-wren, 
and Red-capped and Scarlet Robin.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Steve Burns

Saturday 17 October: Kings Park 
survey 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am at the corner of Saw 
Avenue and May Drive. Saw Ave is 
opposite Rokeby Rd and is entered 
from Thomas St.

We will then divide into four groups. 
The intention is that within each 
of the four sectors (maps will be 
provided to each leader), all parts 
of the bushland and parkland will be 
searched by walking every track. We 
will be attempting to ascertain the 
extent of occurrence across the park 
of the common species and establish if 

Red Turtle-Dove, Nakhon Pathom, 
Thailand. Photo by Barry Heinrich
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rarely recorded species like fairy-wrens, 
scrubwrens, thornbills, sittellas, button 
quail, spinebills, Spotted Pardalotes and 
bronzewings still occur and where.

For members and the general public.

Leaders: Sue Abbotts, Charles Merriam 
and TBA

17 October: Yorkrakine Rock 
Tammin Shire 
Full-day excursion

See WABBA report, p35, for details.

Thursday 22 October: Lake Monger, 
Cambridge 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am at the most westerly 
car park off Lake Monger Drive. 
The walk around the lake will take 
two to three hours. This is a good 
opportunity to see many species of 
ducks, waterbirds and some bushbirds. 
Spotless Crake is often seen depending 
on the water level.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Claire Gerrish

Saturday 24 – Sunday 25 October: 
Corrigin and surrounds 
Full weekend

See WABBA’s report, p35, for details.

Saturday 24 October:  Albany 
Pelagic

Meet at Emu Point Boat Harbour, 
Albany, at 6:30 am for a 6:45 am 
departure. We will travel offshore 
to the edge of the continental shelf 
looking for a variety of albatrosses, 
petrels, shearwaters and other 
seabirds, returning to port at around 
4:00 pm.

There is a limit of 18 people on the 
boat, and if we get enough people we 
will run trips on both days. The trips 
are run on a cost-share basis, so the 
cost is dependent on the number of 
participants — it is expected to be 
$160 per person with a full boat of 
18 people, increasing if the boat is 
not	filled	(e.g.	estimated	cost	with	15	
people is $190 per person). These costs 
are for a single trip.

Book a place by contacting John 
Graff either by e-mail at jgraff2@

hotmail.com (preferred) or by phone 
on 0424 008 179. You are welcome to 
book for one day only or both days.

Leader: John Graff

Sunday 25 October:  Albany Pelagic

Details as per Albany Pelagic Saturday 
24 October.

Sunday 25 October: Boranup Forest 
Half-day excursion

See Cape to Cape Group report for 
details, p34.

Sunday 25 October: Bibra Lake, 
Cockburn 
Half-day excursion

Meet	at	8:00	am	in	the	first	car	park	
at the northern end of the lake off 
Progress Drive. Bibra Lake is a part of 
the Beeliar Wetlands chain and a large 
number of bushbirds and waterbirds 
can be seen here. Over 130 bird 
species have been recorded in this 
reserve. Bring water, hats, suitable 
footwear, etc.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Alan Watson

Sunday 25 October: Photo-twitch

How many bird species can you 
photograph recognisably in 8 hours? 
Can you take the best bird photo during 
the BirdLife WA 2014 Phototwitch? 
You will only know the answers if you 
join the 2014 BirdLife Phototwitch on 
Sunday 25 October!

You must enter as an individual ($5 
per entry) but you may want to 

travel with some friends. For more 
details	contact	the	office	or	Sandra	
Wallace (wallaces9@hotmail.com) for 
competition rules and entry forms.

Monday 26 October: Bold Park Eco 
Centre, Perry Lake Drive, Floreat 
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm

Christine Groom will give a talk on 
‘Carnaby’s cockatoo in the urban 
landscape of Perth: how they use the 
landscape and how we can help to 
ensure they keep visiting’.

Friday 30 October to Sunday 1 
November: Perup long weekend, 
Shire of Boyup Brook

Perup is a DPaW property east of 
Manjimup near Tone River and is known 
primarily for its native mammals. 
There are no camping or caravan 
sites and everyone will be in DPaW 
accommodation.

The Bunkhouse: There are seven 
bedrooms with single beds/bunks and 
each bedroom can sleep two to six 
people. The plan is to have one to two 
people per room. Male and female 
bathrooms are attached. Cost is $20 
per person per night.

The Homestead: The kitchen for both 
the bunkhouse and homestead is 
located here. There are three bedrooms 
and a bathroom. The cost is $20 per 
person per night.

The Cottage: Has two bedrooms, a 
kitchen and bathroom. Cost is $80 per 
night for 2 people.

Bring your own bedding, towels and 
food.

The weekend begins at lunch time 
on	Friday	and	finishes	at	lunchtime	
on Sunday. This will be a relaxed 
birding weekend with most birding at 
Perup, on their 56 000 hectare nature 
reserve, with one drive out on Saturday 
afternoon. There will be spotlighting on 
both nights.

Numbers will be limited to 14 members 
and that allows for most rooms to be 
occupied as singles. However, if more 
than one person books into a bedroom 
then additional people can be added. 
Register	at	BirdLife	WA	office	on	9383	
7749 to be allocated a room. If the 
weekend is full then put your name on 
the waiting list. Directions will be sent 
out nearer the time.

Yellow-plumed Honeyeater, 
Stirling Range Retreat. Photo by 
Alan Watson
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For members and guests only.

Leader: David Secomb

Sunday 1 November: Collins Road, 
Flint 
Half day excursion

Meet at 9:00 am on Collins Road. Drive 
about 1 km from Brookton Highway 
and park on the left hand side of 
Collins Road. The Collins Road turnoff 
is about 50 km from the junction of 
Brookton Highway and Canning Road, 
on the right hand side coming from 
Perth. We will walk through this area 
of Wandoo woodland where 61 species 
have been recorded. This is thought 
to be the closest site to Perth where 
Blue-breasted Fairy-wrens breed. Also 
this area has an abundance of Rufous 
Treecreepers and frequently seen birds 
include Crested Shrike-tit, Restless 
Flycatcher and Western Yellow Robin. 

As there will be birds breeding here, 
members are asked to follow BirdLife 
guidelines regarding nesting birds.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Michael and Lesley Brooker

Sunday 8 November: Forrestdale 
Lake 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am at Moore Street car 
park. From Perth, drive down Kwinana 
Freeway, turning left into Armadale 
Road. Continue on across Nicholson 
Road, then just over 1 km along turn 
right into Weld Street, then second left 
into Loftus Street, and then right into 
Moore Street.

There should be plenty of waterbirds, 
bushbirds and possibly some raptors. 
Over 110 bird species have been 
recorded	here.	The	wildflowers	should	
be good, too.

Bring morning tea, telescopes if you 
have them and rubber boots, as it will 
be muddy.

For members and guests only.

Leader: David James

Thursday 12 November: Pelican 
Point, Crawley 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am at the gazebo at 
the entrance to the reserve. This 
is to the west of the Mount’s Bay 

Sailing Club, at the end of Australia 
II Drive, off Hackett Drive, Crawley. 
Over 130 species have been recorded 
here. Water levels in the lagoon have 
increased in recent years, and there 
has been some revegetation work in 
the reserve. We will walk through the 
reserve, along the river and through 
adjacent bushland. We will look for 
waterbirds and bushbirds.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Charles Merriam

Saturday 14 to Sunday 15 
November: Twitchathon

For more information and to register, 
contact Stewart Ford (stewartford@
hotmail.com) or Wes Bancroft 
(wesbancroft@gmail.com or 0428 343 
838).

Saturday 14 November: Lake 
Claremont, Swanbourne 
Two-hour excursion

Meet at 7:30 am at the Lake Claremont 
Golf Club car park on Lapsley Road, 
Claremont. We will look for waterbirds 
and bushbirds around this pleasant 
suburban lake.

For members and the general public.

Leader: David Free

Sunday 22 November: Wearne 
Road, North Bannister 
Half or full-day excursion and 
Photogroup activity

Meet at 8:00 am on the corner of 
Wearne Road and Albany Highway. 

Wearne Road is on the left about 37 km 
south of the corner of Jarrahdale Road 
and Albany Highway and immediately 
before the sign “North Bannister 2 km”.

We will explore the Wandoo woodlands 
looking for robins, babblers and other 
bushbirds. After morning tea, we may 
look in the Jarrah forest near the Metro 
Road waterhole.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Robyn Pickering

Monday 23 November: Bold Park 
Eco Centre, Perry Lake Drive, 
Floreat 
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm

Sam Rycken from Murdoch university 
will give a talk on ‘Satellite tracking 
birds’.

Sunday 29 November: Alfred Cove, 
Melville 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park in Troy 
Park next to the oval, off Burke Drive, 
Attadale. There should be migratory 
waders and waterbirds around the river, 
and there are always bushbirds in the 
park. Over 130 bird species have been 
recorded here. Bring your telescope if 
you have one.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Toni Webster

Saturday 5 December: Big Carine 
Lake, Carine 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park off 
Beach Road, Carine. Big Carine Lake 
is part of the Northern Swan Coastal 
Plain IBA for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo. 
Over 90 species have been recorded 
at this lake, including the three ibis, 
Buff-banded Rail, several species of 
duck and various raptors. Bring your 
telescope if you have one.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Clive Nealon

Sunday 6 December: Half-day 
excursion,  Ambergate Reserve

See Cape to Cape Group report for 
details, p34.

Restless Flycatcher, Stirling Range 
Retreat. Photo by Alan Watson
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Saturday 12 December: Penguin 
Island, Shoalwater 
Photogroup activity

Meet at the ferry terminal car park at 
8:30 am to catch the 9:00 am ferry. The 
car park is near the corner of Arcadia 
Drive and Penguin Road in Shoalwater. 
We will photograph the pelican 
rookeries, Bridled Terns, Crested and 
Caspian Terns with young and also Pied 
Cormorants,	which	have	a	regular	flight	
path conveniently close to the pier.

Bring your lunch as we will have it 
on the lawn and share images on the 
laptop.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Richard Mazanec

Sunday 13 December: Thomson’s 
Lake, Cockburn 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park on 
Russell Road. From Kwinana Freeway 
turn west into Russell Road, continue 
approximately 3 km to the car park 
on the right. If you reach Pearse Road 
you have gone too far. There is a good 
variety of bushbirds, waterbirds and 
perhaps a few waders. Over 120 bird 
species have been recorded here. Bring 
your telescope (if you have one) and 
rubber boots or old sneakers as it will 
be muddy.

For members and the guests only.

Leader: Robyn Pickering

Sunday 13 December: BWA 
Christmas barbecue

The annual Christmas barbecue this 
year will be held as usual, at Peregrine 
House, at about 6:00 pm, on the 
lawn at the rear of the building. Bring 
your own food and drink, and chairs if 
possible. BBQ provided.

All members welcome.

Wednesday 16 December: Clarkson 
Reserve, Maylands 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park on 
the east side of the tennis courts off 
Clarkson Road. Travelling away from 
the city on Guildford Road, turn right 
into Peninsula Road and follow this until 
you reach a T-junction with Clarkson 
Road. Turn left at the T-junction and 
travel about 200 m along Clarkson 
Road towards the tennis courts, and 
turn right to reach the parking area. 
Buff-banded Rail has been seen here 
and it should be quite a pleasant walk 
along the river.

For members and the general public.

Leader: John Luyer

Sunday 27 December: Lake 
McLarty, Murray 
Full-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am at the gate into 
Lake McLarty Reserve. Travel on the 
Perth-Bunbury Highway past Pinjarra 

Road, turning right into Mills Road and 
continue for approximately 3.7 km until 
you see the reserve entrance gate on 
the right. Take your lunch, sun hat, 
insect repellent, water and telescopes. 
Wear rubber boots or old shoes as it 
will be muddy.

Lake McLarty is an IBA site for 
migratory waders so there should be a 
variety of waders at the lake, as well as 
many waterbirds and bushbirds. 
Note: this excursion may be moved to 
an alternative venue if water levels are 
unsuitable.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Susan Abbotts

Coming events, ctd

Crossword No. 24, 
answers
ACROSS
1 zygodactyl, 5 spur, 8 odour, 9 orbital, 10 tail, 11 view, 13 
finch,	17	verges,	19	scan,	20	rare,	21	dawn,	24	Wongan,	25	
aggression, 30 glean, 31 bigger, 32 dates, 33 relocated.

DOWN
1 zoo, 2 glove, 3 dart, 4 territory, 6 pelagic, 7 rail, 11 vivid, 
12 wag, 14 currawong, 15 uses, 16 endangered, 18 raw, 22 
eggs, 23 wren, 26 great, 27 shire, 28 aged, 29 area.

Advertising rates in 
Western Australian Bird Notes

(subject to change without notice)

Full colour (A4 page size): $200.00 one-off, or
$150.00 per page 
if placed in four 
consecutive issues

Black-and-white: ¼ page: $35.00
½ page: $55.00
A4 page $100.00

Mulga Parrots, Charles Darwin 
Reserve (see p37). Photo by John 
McMullan
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Calendar of events
Sat 5 Sep: Paruna Sanctuary, Full-day excursion including 

BBQ
Sat to Fri 5-11 Sep: Great Western Woodlands spring 

surveys
Mon 7 Sep to Thu 10 Sep: Mount Gibson Wildlife Sanctuary 

survey
Fri 11 Sep to Sun 13 Sep: Nangeen Hill and Mt Caroline 

campout
Sat 12 Sep: Queens Park Regional Open Space, East 

Cannington, Half-day excursion
Sat 19 Sep to Sun 4 Oct: WA EcoTwitch
Sun 20 Sep: Canning River Regional Park, Wilson, Half-day 

excursion
Mon 21 Sep: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, 

Floreat, Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Thu 24 Sep: Alan Anderson Park, Walliston, Half-day 

excursion
Fri 25 Sep to Sun 27 Sep: Bird survey on Hamelin Station
Sat 26 Sep: Serpentine National Park, Half-day Photogroup 

excursion
Sat 26 Sep to Mon 28 Sep: Wooleen Station campout
Sat 26 – Mon 28 Sep 2015 (Long weekend): Helena 

and Aurora Ranges (Bungalbin) in the Great Western 
Woodlands

Sat 26 Sep to Fri 2 Oct: Great Western Woodlands spring 
surveys

Sun 27 Sep: North Lake, North Lake, Half-day excursion
Sun 4 Oct: Bickley Brook, Orange Grove, Half-day excursion
Sun 11 Oct: Ellis Brook, Gosnells, Half-day excursion
Sat 17 Oct: Kings Park survey, Half-day excursion
Sat 17 Oct: Yorkrakine Rock Tammin Shire, Full-day 

excursion
Thu 22 Oct: Lake Monger, Cambridge, Half-day excursion
Sat 24 – Sun 25 Oct: Corrigin and surrounds, Full weekend
Sat 24 Oct:  Albany Pelagic
Sun 25 Oct:  Albany Pelagic
Sun 25 Oct: Boranup Forest, Half-day excursion
Sun 25 Oct: Bibra Lake, Cockburn, Half-day excursion
Mon 26 Oct: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lake Drive, Floreat, 

Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Fri 30 Oct to Sun 1 Nov: Perup long weekend, Shire of 

Boyup Brook
Sun 1 Nov: Collins Road, Flint, Half day excursion
Sun 8 Nov: Forrestdale Lake, Half-day excursion
Thu 12 Nov: Pelican Point, Crawley, Half-day excursion
Sat 14 to Sun 15 Nov: Twitchathon
Sat 14 Nov: Lake Claremont, Swanbourne, Two-hour 

excursion
Sun 22 Nov: Wearne Road, North Bannister, Half or full-day 

excursion and Photogroup activity
Mon 23 Nov: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lake Drive, 

Floreat, Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Sun 29 Nov: Alfred Cove, Melville, Half-day excursion
Sat 5 Dec: Big Carine Lake, Carine, Half-day excursion
Sun 6 Dec: Half-day excursion, Ambergate Reserve
Sat 12 Dec: Penguin Island, Shoalwater, Photogroup activity
Sun 13 Dec: Thomson’s Lake, Cockburn, Half-day excursion
Sun 13 Dec: BWA Christmas barbecue
Wed 16 Dec: Clarkson Reserve, Maylands, Half-day 

excursion
Sun 27 Dec: Lake McLarty, Murray, Full-day excursion
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Members	in	the	field

Looking for Gilbert’s Whistler, Charles Darwin Reserve 
(see p37). Photo by John McMullan

The Faure Island team, 2014 (L-R): Robert Wroth, Sue 
Abbotts,  Sue Mather and Toni Webster (see p4). Photo 
by Chantelle Jackson

14 June. Hovering display of a Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike. 
During the BirdLife excursion at Tom Bateman Reserve, 
several of us saw this cuckoo-shrike hovering almost 
stationary for some time at first in the tree and then rising 
above the tree. It looked like a very high energy activity with 
vigorous beating of its wings. We thought that it must have 
been displaying to another cuckoo-shrike below it in the tree. 
Photo by Ian Wallace

The group at Herdsman Lake (see p38). Photo 
by Penny Lee

Australian Wood Duck, Charles Darwin 
Reserve (see p37).  Photo by Jennifer Sumpton
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Brown Falcon (above left) and  (above right) Collared Sparrowhawk with wardrobe malfunction, Eyre (see p39). 
Photos by Mick Hobgen

Gilbert’s Whistler, Jaurdi. Photo by 
John McMullan

Dusky Woodswallows, Eyre 
(see p39). Photo by Mick 
Hobgen

Female Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo, 
Bungendore.  These birds seem to 
keep popping up all over the suburbs. 
Let’s hope that the conservation 
activities are successful and they 
continue to do so both here and in the 
forests. Photo by Ian Wallace


