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C o n t e n t s

(Left) Female Red-capped Robin and (right) Rufous 
Treecreeper, Dryandra (see report, p35). Photo by Andrew 
Hobbs

(Far left) Common Bronzewing, 
Serpentine Dam cafe (see report, 
p36). Photo by Barry Heinrich.
(Left) Immature Red-capped 
Robin, Ellis Brook (see report, 
p36). Photo by Sandra Wallace

Eastern Yellow Wagtail, 
Bremer Bay (see 
Observations, p7). Photo by 
Steve Elson

Freckled Duck, Lake 
Joondalup South 
(Woodvale) (see 
Observations, p6). Photo 
by Keith Lightbody

Brown Quail, Anstey-
Keane Heathland (see 
report, p18). Photo by 
Barry Heinrich

Australasian Pipit, Fraser 
Range (see report, p12). Photo 
by Liz Fox Corella x Galah, Bayswater (see 

report, p34). Photo by Barry 
Heinrich
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brighter future for Australian birds.

General meetings: Held at the Bold Park Eco Centre, 
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commencing 7:30 pm on the 4th 
Monday of the month (except 
December) – see ‘Coming events’ for 
details

Executive meetings: Held at Peregrine House on the 2nd 
Monday of the month. Communicate 
any matters for consideration to the Chair.
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BirdLife Western Australia

Job vacancies
OFFICE MANAGER
If you love to organise then the position of Office 
Manager for BirdLife WA could be for you! It is a 
critical role, essential to the smooth running of the 
BirdLife WA office and is vacant. So critical in fact, 
that the successful person will not be classed as a 
volunteer, but will be a paid employee, the rate to 
be agreed.
This role would suit any person with office 
administration experience. The hours are 
approximately 12 per week, mainly mornings Monday 
to Friday. You will find your contribution a rewarding 
experience and at the heart of the organisation. 
Plus, it is a great opportunity to spend time in the 
beautiful, natural surroundings of Peregrine House 
and meet some interesting people!
Duties, other than managing the office include:  
maintaining office supplies, keeping office expense 
records, arranging maintenance and repairs, 
monitoring emails, maintaining bookings diary... If 
you would like to apply, ask any questions, or see 
the position description, then please contact Sue 
Mather, Chairperson of BWA on 9389 6416 or email 
suzannemather@bigpond.com.

TREASURER
The position of Treasurer for BirdLife WA is an 
essential and important role which is currently 
vacant. If you are experienced in finances (you do 
not have to be a qualified accountant) and would 
like to help manage our money then this is a great 
opportunity to be involved and make a difference! 
Once appointed, you will be immediately rewarded 
by being part of a friendly, like minded BirdLife team 
that is dedicated to the successful management of 
our esteemed and respected organisation.
Although a voluntary role, there are some 
commitments required, but you will have a book-
keeper to assist. You will need to attend the 
monthly Executive Committee meetings, manage the 
accounts, authorise expenditure, liaise with Project 
staff and the Eyre Bird Observatory Treasurer, and 
arrange audits as required.
If you are interested in this role or would like 
simply to ask a few questions, or see the Position 
Description, please do not hesitate to contact 
Sue Mather, Chair of BWA on 9389 6416 or email 
suzannemather@bigpond.com.

We look forward to hearing from you!
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BWA Strategic Planning — our way forward to 
2018

The BWA Executive Committee (EC) is undertaking activities 
to ensure that BWA members can have input into a BWA 
Strategic Plan being developed for the period 2013 to 2018. 
To date, the EC has organised an online survey of 65 active 
members and a Strategic Planning Day attended by 29 
members (held on Saturday 13 July 2013).

The online survey informed the Planning Day and, in turn, 
the outcomes of the survey and Planning Day can inform the 
next, more detailed, planning stages.

The EC was assisted by a person external to BWA (Alison 
Day) to promote objectivity in the exercise.

The	6	key	topics	identified	in	the	survey	were:

1.	 External relationships and communication

2.	 Conservation advocacy and action

3.	 Administration	and	finance

4.	 Membership recruitment

5.	 Internal relations and communication

6.	 Strategic planning

These topics (which each covered a number of issues) were 
expanded and then all topics and issues were explored 
considering what needs to happen, by whom, and when.

One major outcome of the Planning Day was the 
identification of a number of priority issues for BWA. 
These	were	(with	most	important	first):

Upgrading communication/promotion:

•	 Using technology to reach different audiences

•	 Using professional expertise for communication, 
promotion, and representing BWA

•	 Promoting BWA through Bird Week

•	 Developing merchandise and increasing resources to 
support expanded activity

Increasing membership: Increasing membership, 
especially younger membership

Developing partnerships: Working more in partnership 
with other organisations

Direct environmental input: Having more direct 
involvement	in	managing	areas	of	birdlife	significance.

At	the	end	of	the	day	participants	were	asked	to	fill	in	a	
feedback form.

96% of respondents indicated that they thought the 
planning day was valuable for BWA and 96% of respondents 
benefitted	from	the	planning	day	themselves,	citing	their	
learning	and	connection	with	others	as	key	benefits.

The BWA EC would now like to hear from the general 
membership on their response to the above priority issues 
identified	through	the	Strategic	Planning	process	to	date.	We	
will then progress with the development of a Strategic Plan 
with actions determined by the relevant subgroups within 
BWA as a whole.

I	urge	the	membership	to	reflect	and	embrace	the	concept	
of	Strategic	Planning	for	the	five	years	ahead	and	offer	any	
further suggestions to the priority issues outlined above.

Once any further feedback has been received from the 
general membership then the BWA EC will work with 
specialist	membership	groups	to	develop	definite	action	
plans.

Please respond before the end of September to Suzanne 
Mather email: suzannemather@bigpond.com.

Fan-tailed Cuckoo, Ellis Brook 
(see report, p36). Photo by 
Sandra Wallace

Robyn Cail and Raana Scott performing ‘Cal, The 
Wonder Bird from Siberia’. The birds were made 
by Deb Sullivan and the paintings were done by 
Pam Burgess (see Esperance Branch report, p31). 
Photo by Dale Johnson
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This list has been compiled by the WA 
Records	Officer	with	input	from	the	
WA Records Committee. Metropolitan 
suburbs or shires are in parentheses. 
Please report interesting observations 
the	WA	Records	Officer,	John	Graff	
(wasightings@birdlife.org.au) or to 
the	BirdLife	WA	office	(9383	7749).	
Sightings are included on the BirdLife 
WA sightings page (http://birdswa.org.
au/sightings.htm) as soon as possible, 
and the most interesting are selected 
for inclusion in the next WABN.

Highlights
This period was highlighted by two 
Australian	firsts,	though	neither	
provided much opportunity for 
twitchers. As mentioned in the previous 
issue, a Purple Heron at Herdsman 
Lake	was	identified	from	photographs	
several months after the actual sighting 
in	February	—	this	is	the	first	record	for	
Australia and has been accepted by the 
BirdLife Australia Rarities Committee 
(BARC). In the north, an Oriental 
Scops Owl was sighted alive on a 
boat between Barrow Island and the 
mainland coast, subsequently being 
found dead the next day. The Eurasian 
Wigeon reported in the previous 

edition was still present in the early 
part of this period before disappearing 
— this record has also been accepted 
by BARC in the interim. The previously 
reported Franklin’s Gull also remained 
at	Cervantes	during	the	first	part	of	this	
period, and a Kelp Gull made a brief 
appearance in Geraldton. A Striated 
Heron caught during a banding 
weekend at Herdsman Lake was an 
excellent record well south of its usual 
range,	but	proved	difficult	to	relocate.	
A pair of Plumed Whistling Ducks 
on the Swan River at Guildford were 
similarly south of range, but proved 
more cooperative.

May was an excellent month for 
seabirds in the south, with a weekend 
of pelagic trips out of Albany 
producing a number of good records 
including four separate South Polar 
Skuas (ranging from relatively dark 
intermediate birds to a very pale 
intermediate individual), a pair of 
Sooty Albatross, a Long-tailed 
Jaeger	(a	first	record	for	WA	pelagics),	
Black-bellied Storm-Petrel, and a 
stunning breeding plumaged Arctic 
Tern (see also trip reports included 
in this issue). Seawatches from Cape 
Naturaliste during the passage of a 

strong low and cold front later in the 
same week produced several Sooty 
Shearwaters, and good numbers of 
prions. Unfortunately most of the prions 
were not seen well enough to guess at 
their	specific	identification,	but	the	few	
that were seen closely were Antarctic 
or Salvin’s Prions (these species are 
not	separable	with	confidence	without	
excellent views and photographs).

Inland and northern species continued 
to appear in unusual areas and 
numbers, with Black Kites the latest 
species to appear in the south-west 
outside their usual range, most notably 
around 20 individuals around Merredin 
town in May. Red-kneed Dotterels, 
Freckled Ducks and White-necked 
Herons all continue to be reported in 
higher than usual numbers (at least for 
recent decades) around the south-west 
and elsewhere in the state. Black-
tailed Native-hens also continue to 
be in evidence around many south-west 
wetlands outside their ‘usual’ range.

Finally, at least one Intermediate 
Egret continued to be reported from 
ALCOA Wellard Wetlands, following on 
from reports published in the previous 
edition. However, a number of photos 
(supposedly) of the bird in fact showed 

Obituary
BARBARA HALE

Born: New Zealand, 1924 
Died: Nedlands, 4 June 2013

One could call Barbara ‘The quiet achiever’.

In the birding world, we tend to see and accept people 
for	their	attributes	as	we	find	them,	often	never	knowing	
their personal achievements. Who would have thought that 
Barbara was one of the primary instigators for assisting 
young people in their development away from the pressures 
of the academic world, to one that empowered them to learn 
life skills on the high seas?

In 1989, the Barbara Hale Sail Training Award was founded. 
This enabled young people to develop their potential in 
working with others on the training vessel, The Leeuwin. This 
program led to many developments for young students and 
assisted in establishing exchange programs with indigenous 
students.

It did not stop there. In 2006, she was honoured with the 
University of Western Australia Chancellor’s Medal for her 
work in women’s education. There were so many more 
projects that she instigated in her tireless task of attending 
many conferences around the world — she would combine 
these with her love of birding.

Barbara was Chairperson of Birds Australia from 1984-86. In 
talking to Norah Brockman, a long-time friend of Barbara’s, 
she recalled, ‘she was such a reliable friend, always caring 
for others’.

She was a great assistance in helping the late Roz Denny 
after Roz had her stroke. They were an inseparable team, 
the ladies, always assisting and being there for one another.

I personally will remember Barbara for her unassuming way, 
never	creating	a	fuss	but	still	being	firm	and	steadfast	in	her	
views.

She will be missed by many.

On a side note to recent members and in fact to all 
members, many may not have known those who have 
passed	before	us.	It	is	these	fine	people	who	helped	
formulate the ‘BirdLife Australia’ we know today and we reap 
the	benefits	of	being	part	of	a	progressive	society	bringing	
joy to many. It is important that we honour them.

Simon J Nevill

Observations



Page 6 Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 147 September 2013

Little or Great Egrets. Intermediate 
Egrets are still very unusual in the 
south-west, and continue to pose 
identification	challenges,	so	if	a	
suspected Intermediate is seen, it 
would be appreciated if photos could be 
taken where possible! 

METROPOLITAN (UBD 
Street Directory)
Brown Quail – 14, 24/06/13, eastern 

side of Lake Joondalup near Ocean 
Reef Rd (Wanneroo) – DT (high 
count for the metropolitan area)

Plumed Whistling Duck – 2, 09/05-
03/06/13, Swan River near Meadow 
St/West Swan Rd Bridge (Guildford) 
- RC, PR et al. (rare in the south-
west)

Freckled Duck – up to 109, 01/05-
15/07/13, Lake Joondalup South 
(Woodvale) – WM et al. * 1, 
05/05/13, Eric Singleton Bird 
Sanctuary (Bayswater) – BWA 
(CN) * up to 9, 13/06-09/07/13, 
Herdsman Lake (Herdsman) – JG, 
MBi et al. * 3, 06/07/13, Yangebup 
Lake (Yangebup) – BH * 1, 
07/07/13, Yanchep NP (Yanchep) – 
AG (high counts for recent years) 
(see photos, pp2 and 38)

Mute Swan – 2, 04/05/13, CY 
O’Connor Beach (North Coogee) 
– RJP * 2, 05/05/13, Lake 
Bungana (Maylands) – AS * 2 
in	flight,	08/05/13,	Mitchell	Fwy	
between Reid Hwy and Karrinyup 
Rd (Gwelup) – JNi * 2, 11/05-
01/06/13, Lake Gwelup (Gwelup) 
– KC, JR et al. * 23/06/13, Lake 
Monger (Glendalough) – KC 
(see also WABN 146; origins still 
unknown, possibly from Northam 
population)

Australasian Gannet – 1, 21/06/13, 
Alfred Cove (Attadale) – MBi 
(unusual this far from the coast)

PURPLE HERON – 1 (photographs), 
22/02/13, near Wildlife Centre, 
Herdsman Lake (Herdsman) – NH 
(1st record for Australia; record 
accepted by BARC)

Intermediate Egret – 1-2, 11-
14/06/13, ALCOA Wellard Wetlands 
(Baldivis) – CH, MN et al. (rare in 
the south-west)

Striated Heron – 1 (caught and 
banded – subspecies uncertain, 
more details next issue), 28/06/13 
(resighted 04/07/13), near 
Settlers Cottage, Herdsman Lake 
(Herdsman) BR et al. (very rare 
this far south)

Black Kite – 1 probable, 20/04/13, 
Beechboro Rd near Whiteman Park 
(Whiteman) – MBa * 1, 31/05/13, 
ALCOA Wellard Wetlands (Baldivis) 
– MN * 1, 09/06/13, Bibra Lake 
(Bibra Lake) – JN (rare in the 
south-west)

Brown Falcon – 1, 31/05/13, Garden 
Island (Garden Island) – BB 
(uncommon in metropolitan area, 
rare on Garden Island)

Black-tailed Native-hen – up to 49, 
12/05-29/06/13, Yanchep National 
Park (Yanchep) – RCo et al. (high 
count for the south-west; recent 
irruption, smaller numbers at many 
other locations)

Red-kneed Dotterel – 37, 29/04/13, 
Lake Goollelal (Kingsley) – RS * 35, 
12/05/13, Loch McNess, Yanchep 
NP (Yanchep) – RCo * up to 35, 
27-28/05/13, Nairns (Coodanup) 
– CL * 1, 05-12/06/13, Bickley 
Swamp (Rottnest Island) – DLL 
et al. * 21, 18/07/13, Yangebup 
Lake (Yangebup) – MBi (rare on 
Rottnest, high counts for recent 
years elsewhere in metropolitan 
area; smaller numbers at many 
other locations)

House Sparrow – 1, 01/05/13, 
corner of Nairn St and Market St 
(Fremantle) – GB (rare visitor to 
Western Australia, presumed ship-
assisted)

SOUTH WEST (Shark Bay to 
Cape Arid)
Freckled Duck – up to 15, 20/04-

15/06/13, Lake Ballingall (Collie) 
– PM * up to 58, 24/05-08/06/13, 
Corackin Swamp (Katanning) – DS 
& SE * 6, 25/06/13, Murchison 
River Bridge (Northampton) – MC 
(high counts for recent years; 
Murchison record north of usual 
range)

Red-tailed Tropicbird – 1, 27/01/13, 
Sugarloaf Rock (Busselton) – CW 
(rarely reported in recent years, 
colony apparently abandoned)

Black-bellied Storm-Petrel – 1, 
04/05/13, BWA Pelagic Trip off 
Albany	–	DJ	(only	identified	
from photographs post-trip)* 1, 
05/05/13, BWA Pelagic Trip off 
Albany – JG et al. (rarely reported 
off Western Australia)

Wandering Albatross [sp.] – 1 (taxon 
uncertain, plumage corresponding 
most closely to plumage ‘D’ in 
Onley	and	Scofield’s	Albatrosses, 
Petrels and Shearwaters of the 
World – upperwings mostly 
dark with some small patches 
of white, remnant patchy dark 
cap), 09/05/13, Cape Naturaliste 
(Busselton) – DM & JG (rarely 
reported from shore, especially off 
the west coast)

Campbell Albatross (formely 
subspecies impavida of 
Black-browed Albatross) – 1 
(photographs), 04/05/13, BWA 
Pelagic Trip off Albany – JG et al. * 
3, 05/05/13, BWA Pelagic Trip off 
Albany – JG et al. (rarely reported 
off Western Australia)

Sooty Albatross – 2 (photographs), 
05/05/13, BWA Pelagic Trip off 
Albany – JG et al. (rarely reported 
off Western Australia)

Prion sp. – 40+ (those seen relatively 
closely were Antarctic/Salvin’s), 
09/05/13, Cape Naturaliste 
(Busselton) – DM & JG (high 
count; few recent prion records off 
Western Australia)

Sooty Shearwater – 3, 09/05/13, 
Cape Naturaliste (Busselton) – 
DM & JG * 1, 10/05/13, Cape 
Naturaliste (Busselton) – SF et 
al. (rarely reported off Western 
Australia)

Soft-plumaged Petrel – 1 
intermediate morph (photographs), 
04/05/13, BWA Pelagic Trip off 
Albany – JG et al. (intermediate 
morph rarely reported)

Black Kite – 1, 15/04/13, Great 
Eastern Hwy, 2km west of The 
Lakes (Northam) – MLB * 2, 
15/04/13, Gorge Rock Reserve 
(Corrigin) – CH * 2, 18/04/13, 
Old	Goldfield’s	Rd,	28km	east	of	
York (York) – MLB * 1, 18/04/13, 
Ravensthorpe (Ravensthorpe) – 
CH * 1, 29/04/13, Boorabin NP 
(Coolgardie) – CH * 1, 03/05/13, 
Glen Avon, Toodyay Rd (Northam) 
– JM * ~20, 04/05/13, Merredin 

Observations, ctd

Purple Heron, Herdsman Lake. 
Photo by Nick Hart
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Observations, ctd
(Merredin) – PL (rare in the south-
west)

Spotted Harrier – 1, 07/05/13, 
pasture west of Yarloop (Harvey) 
– BRu (uncommon this far south-
west)

Australian Bustard – 2, 16/04/13, 
just north of Lancelin (Gingin) – KZ 
(uncommon this far south-west)

Double-banded Plover – 1, 
21/04/13, Blackwood River Mouth 
(Augusta-Margaret River) – JB & 
MB * 1, 22/06/13, Cairlocup NR 
(Pingrup) – SE (uncommon migrant 
to the south-west)

Red-kneed Dotterel - up to 59, 
04/05-23/06/13, Lake Towerrinning 
(West Arthur) – MG et al. * up 
to 30, 07/06-05/07/13, Point 
Grey (Murray) – KM et al. * ~20, 
30/06/13, Nambeelup (Murray) – 
KM * up to 22, 08-13/07/13, Lake 
Preston (Waroona) – BRu (high 
counts for south-west in recent 
years, smaller numbers present at 
several other sites)

Little Button-quail – 3, 22/06/13, 
Cairlocup NR (Pingrup) – SE 
(south-west of usual range)

SOUTH POLAR SKUA – 3 
(photographs), 04/05/13, BWA 
Pelagic Trip off Albany – JG et 
al. * 1 (photographs), 05/05/13, 
BWA Pelagic Trip off Albany – JG 
et al. (rarely reported off Western 
Australia; subject to BARC 
acceptance)

Long-tailed Jaeger – 1 
(photographs), 04/05/13, BWA 
Pelagic Trip off Albany – JG et 
al. (rarely reported off Western 
Australia,	first	record	for	WA	
pelagics)

Arctic Tern – 1 (photographs), 
04/05/13, BWA Pelagic Trip off 
Albany – JG et al. (rarely reported 
off Western Australia)

KELP GULL – 1 (photographs), 09-
10/05/13, Fisherman’s Wharf 
(Geraldton) – ML et al. (rare in 
Western Australia)

FRANKLIN’S GULL – 1, 22/04/-
09/05/13, Cervantes (Dandaragan) 
– TD et al. (see also WABN 146; 
rare visitor to Western Australia, 
subject to BARC acceptance)

Masked Owl – 1, 28/01/13, 
Pemberton Swimming Pool 
(Manjimup) – WE * 1, 02/02/13, 

Bardi Creek Trail, Northcliffe NP 
(Manjimup) - WE (rarely reported 
resident)

Zebra Finch - 2, 03/05/13, Glen Avon, 
Toodyay Rd (Northam) – JM * 7, 
07/05/13, Northam Army Camp 
(Northam) – BB (south of usual 
range)

Yellow Wagtail – 1 breeding plumage 
subspecies tschutschensis (treated 
as simillima by some authorities; 
photographs), 23/04-25/05/13, 
Wellstead Estuary (Jerramungup) 
– SA et al. (rare in the south-west) 
(see photo, p2)

ARID ZONE
Freckled Duck – 3, 11/05/13, 

Chinaman Pool (Carnarvon) – SA 
et al. * 22, 31/05/13, Boolathanna 
Pool (Carnarvon) – LG (north of 
normal range)

EURASIAN WIGEON – 1, 16-
25/04/13, Chinaman Pool 
(Carnarvon) – FO, LG et al. (see 
also WABN 146; 1st record for 
Australia, record accepted by 
BARC)

Eastern Osprey – 1, 02/05/13, 
western Hamersley Ranges 
(Ashburton) – NJ et al. (unusual 
this far from the coast)

Grey Falcon – 4, 18/05/13, North 
West Coastal Hwy, 3km east from 
Karratha turn-off (Roebourne) – CS 
* 4, 01/06/13, Karratha Sewage 
Treatment Works (Roebourne) – SC 
(rarely reported)

Red-kneed Dotterel – up to 11, 
05/05-16/07/13, near Karratha 
Back Beach (Roebourne) – LL 
(unusual in coastal/estuarine 
habitat)

ORIENTAL SCOPS OWL – 1, 
12/05/13, on board vessel between 
Barrow Island and mainland – per 
JD (1st record for Australia, subject 
to	BARC	acceptance;	first	seen	
alive, subsequently found dead; 
specimen lodged with WA Museum)

KIMBERLEY
Freckled Duck – 10+, 08/06/13, 

Marlgu Billabong, Parry Lagoons 
(Wyndham-East Kimberley) – RP & 
ST (rare in the Kimberley)

COCOS (KEELING) ISLANDS
Eurasian Teal – 1, 11/03-18/04/13, 

Becek Besar Swamp – PJ & 
GC (rare vagrant to Australian 
territories, presumably the same 
bird as reported earlier this year)

Chinese Sparrowhawk – 1, 
11/03/13, Becek Besar Swamp – 
PJ & GC (rare visitor to Australian 
territories)

Tiger Shrike – 1, 05/01/13, 
Quarantine Station, West Island 
– PJ, GC et al. (rare visitor to 
Australian territories, subject to 
BARC acceptance)

OBSERVERS
AG = Aaron Gove
AS = Andre Schmitz
BB = Bill Betts
BH = Barry Heinrich
BR = Bill Rutherford
BRu = Bill Russell
BWA = BirdLife Western Australia 
excursion
CH = Colin Heap
CL = Craig Lester
CN = Clive Nealon
CS = Chris Shaw
CW = Christine Wilder
DJ = Darryl Jones
DLL = David & Lesley Letham
DM = Dan Mantle
DS = David Secomb
DT = David Taggart
FO = Frank O’Connor
GB = Guillaume Bouteloup
GC = Geoff Christie
JB = Joshua Bergmark
JD = John Darnell
JG = John Graff
JM = John Masters
JN = John Nilson
JNi = John Nicholls
JR = John Ryan
KC = Kerry Cowie
KM = Ken Monson
KZ = Katrina Zeehandelaar
LG = Les George
LL = Lou Leidwinger
MB = Max Breckenridge
MBa = Mike Bamford
MBi = Mark Binns
MC = Martin Cake
MG = Marco Groot
ML = Mike Lawrie
MLB = Michael & Lesley Brooker
MN = Mark Newman
NH = Nick Hart
NJ = Nigel Jackett
PJ = Pam Jones
PL = Phil Lewis
PM = Peter Morris
PR = Pam Riordan
RC = Rick Curtis
RCo = Ruth Courts
RJP = Russell & Juanita Plunkett
RP = Ryan Philips
RS = Rod Smith
SA = Sue Abbotts
SC = Stephen Clarke
SE = Steve Elson
SF = Stewart Ford
ST = Sean Tomlinson
TD = Tegan Douglas
WE = Wendy Eiby
WM = Wayne Merritt
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BirdLife WA reports
CHAIR’S REPORT

BIRDLIFE WESTERN AUSTRALIA — WHERE 
WILL WE BE IN 2018?
Planning for the future, never easy, but for BirdLife Western 
Australia	it	is	important	to	ask	where	we	want	to	be	five	
years from now.

The big questions now are, do we just want to sit tight 
and not grow our organisation? Do we want to sit tight 
and watch our native birds disappear at an ever increasing 
rate? Do we want to sit tight and watch the clearing of the 
remaining valuable bird habitat? Do we want to sit tight and 
watch our threatened species disappear altogether? Most 
of you will agree that we don’t want any of these options 
to occur. But in attempting to address these questions, the 
Branch needs to continue planning for the future so that we 
can make the best use of our limited resources.

So where have we come from? Reviewing the outcomes from 
the 2006 Planning Day brought the realisation that much had 
been	achieved	since	the	first	of	these	Planning	Days	in	2000.	
There is nothing to suggest that we cannot continue this rate 
of growth and improvement which ultimately has a great 
outcome not just for the organisation but more importantly 
for our native birds. 

The	achievements	to	date	have	been	identified	under	the	key	
topics	identified	for	the	2013	Strategic	Planning	Day.

•	 External relationships and communication: BWA 
is	reflecting	BirdLife	Australia	objectives;	branding	of	
all our material is consistent; community education has 
been strengthened and widened; the school education 
program	is	wider;	student	financial	support	to	the	
Australasian Ornithological Conference and the Eyre 
Bird Observatory courses is established; possible new 
members	are	identified;	merchandise	has	been	added;	
publications have improved —Western Australian Bird 
Notes, Amytornis, various guides and pamphlets.

•	 Conservation advocacy and action: Atlas, Shorebird 
2020 and BWA database support; IBA sites have been 
identified	and	supported;	excursion	program	has	
expanded; collaborative conservation work has grown; 
project funding has been successful, particularly in the 
last three years; project management from the Branch.

•	 Administration and finance: Branch Rules have 
been established through BirdLife Australia; Terms of 
Reference	for	all	committees/positions;	the	finance	
committee is in place; operational guidelines have been 
established; OHS for excursions/campouts is in place; 
on-line marketing of merchandise.

•	 Membership Recruitment: Membership has grown 
from 800 in 2003 to 1289 in August 2013; new 
member’s package distributed; improvement for services 
to and on behalf of members.

•	 Internal relations and communication: improved 
relationship	with	BirdLife	Australia	National	Office;	
country branches — now nine — supported by BWA; 
Enews established and well used for and by members; 
EC members links between all BWA committees; 
volunteer recognition has improved.

I was quite surprised and heartened on realising just how 
much had been achieved in recent years. The growth in 

membership suggests we must be getting some things right. 
However, there is much more that we could be doing to help 
save our native birds. We need members who are prepared 
to take on a leadership role in the short term for some of 
the essential positions. I think that one of the reasons our 
organisation has been so successful is that members have 
been prepared to take their turn and volunteer for some of 
these positions.

We also need to grow our membership to give us a greater 
voice in the community and we need to publicise what we do 
far more effectively. I think most of you would agree with me 
that no, we don’t want to just sit tight and not be proactive 
in growing our great organisation. 

Suzanne Mather 
Chair: BirdLife Western Australia

Gavin White
Ph: 0448 975 586 

or Ph: 0406 280 183
For servicing and repairs to all 

makes of vehicles
Specialising in air conditioners, 

servicing and repairs
Collection and delivery service 

offered.

White Torque Pty Ltd

South Polar skua 
off Albany (see 
report, p33). Photo 
by Dan Mantle
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BirdLife WA reports, ctd
AWARDS

In the Queens’s Birthday Honours List of 10 June, several 
WA members of BirdLife Australia were given recognition for 
their volunteer efforts in nature conservation.

PERRY AND ALMA DE REBEIRA

Perry and Alma de Rebeira were awarded medals in the 
Order of Australia, (OAM) “for services to ornithology”. Local 
newspapers and radio stations were disappointed that there 
were no birds in cages for photo opportunities, and found 
it hard to grasp the idea that Perry and Alma had devoted 
much of their spare time and resources over 40 years or 
more to catching, banding and measuring birds that were 
then	allowed	to	fly	away.

When Perry joined CSIRO Division of Wildlife Research (as it 
then was) in Perth in the early 1970s, many of the studies 
involved marking birds in one way 
or another. This was done to follow 
movements, and the life history of 
birds in local populations — births, 
deaths and lifespan. Perry was 
involved in the technical aspects 
of this work. He was already an 
established bird-bander, and became 
the Regional Organiser for the 
Australian Bird-Banding Scheme, 
involved in the administration of the 
scheme in Western Australia and in 
the training of new banders. He and 
Alma established several banding 
projects where new banders could be 
trained — university students, staff 
from the Department of Conservation 
and Environment, and amateur 
banders with an interest in studying 
birds in detail.

Alma was involved in the bird-banding operations from the 
beginning. Bird-banding trips as run by Perry and Alma were 
a smooth, coordinated operation, with all the gear sorted 
and labelled, plenty of clean holding bags for birds, everyone 
knowing their assigned tasks, and plenty of fruit cake to 
sustain the workers on occasions when Silvereyes or New 
Holland	Honeyeaters	filled	the	nets.	Bird	processing	and	
handling was a smooth production line, with Perry handling 
and measuring birds himself, or teaching/supervising 
trainees, while Alma controlled the operation of the mist-
nets — regular checking and removal of birds from the nets, 
at which she was supremely expert. With her background 
in teaching she was very good at showing trainee banders 
how to remove birds from the net with the least stress 
on the bird. Between them, they maintained immaculate 
records, and instilled their high standards in all aspects of 
the operation into all their trainees. They provided excellent 
training over many years for a large number of people, some 
of whom are professional scientists, and some of whom 
are bird banders because they like to see the birds at close 
quarters.

For many years, Perry and Alma were involved in running 
courses at the Eyre Bird Observatory, demonstrating the 
methods of bird-banding to interested visitors and carrying 
on a long-term monitoring study of the birds found near the 
observatory. Through these periodic visits, Alma became 

involved with the management committee of BirdLife 
Western Australia that runs the Eyre Bird Observatory, 
and has worked tirelessly for many years coping with its 
problems,	finding	resident	caretakers,	coping	with	mouse	
plagues, water supply, power supply, sand encroachment, 
etc. Even now, despite Perry’s ill health, she still works 
to keep Eyre going, even though the bird banding weeks 
are now run by someone else. A newsletter several times 
a year goes to the Friends of EBO, who help to keep the 
Observatory funded.

After Alma retired from school-teaching in 2002, they set up 
a study at Smith’s Brook Nature Reserve near Manjimup to 
continue a banding study that had been begun in 1976 by 
Dick and Molly Brown.

The necessary skills for banding birds have always been 
learned by an apprenticeship system of newcomers working 

with an experienced bander until 
they	were	assessed	as	sufficiently	
skilled to work alone, and perhaps 
train others. And it is here that Perry 
and Alma de Rebeira’s contribution to 
Field Ornithology is important. When 
Perry became Regional Organiser of 
the Australian Bird-Banding Scheme 
in 1974, he realised the need for 
a more formal process of training 
new applicants and proceeded to 
do something about it. As his own 
knowledge and skill increased, he 
realised that this needed to be 
made available to others, and so the 
Banders Guide to Western Australian 
Birds was conceived.

The Western Banders Association 
was established as a means of 
communication and cooperation in 

the collection of data for the guide, and people with specialist 
knowledge of one or more species added to the data from 
many other banders. A great deal of the information in the 
guide has come from trips arranged by Perry and Alma to 
remote desert areas in the Pilbara and Kimberley regions of 
Western Australia with some of the very active bird-banding 
group in Broome, many of whom were trained by Perry and 
Alma. The Banders Guide to Western Australian Birds is not 
just a tool for the not very numerous bird-banding fraternity 
in	Western	Australia.	It	is	a	scientific	reference	of	value	to	
a	wider	field	throughout	Australia,	for	wildlife	authorities,	
museums, universities, and anyone amateur or professional 
who is regularly handling birds and wants to understand 
changes in plumage with age, moult, size variation between 
birds from different sites, and needs to know which birds 
are delicate and need to be handled with extreme care and 
which are more robust or likely to damage the handler.

Perry suffered a stroke in 2010, and rehabilitation has taken 
up a lot of time since then, but there has still been time for 
banding trips inland of Broome and to Smith’s Brook. Alma 
is	still	working	hard	to	keep	Eyre	Bird	Observatory	afloat,	
and their wealth of experience is still there to be shared with 
anyone who needs it.

Eleanor Rowley

Alma and Perry de Rebeira.
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PAULINE AND BRIAN CLAY

Pauline and Brian Clay were awarded medals in the Order 
of Australia (OAM) “for service to conservation and the 
environment, and to the community of Dunsborough”.

Much	of	the	justification	for	the	awards	to	Brian	and	Pauline	
centred around the monumental efforts they have put in 
over many years to community services wherever they have 
lived, and to environment conservation in the Dunsborough 
area, mostly through the Toby Inlet Catchment Group, of 
which they were founding members.

However, older members may also recall the time when Brian 
and Pauline lived at the University of WA’s Harry Waring 
Marsupial Research Station, immediately south of Thomson’s  
Lake. I remember it well for two reasons. First, Pauline and 
Brian were a source of seemingly unending sensible advice, 
hospitality and support to students such as myself who 
were doing research projects there, including projects on 
birds. There is no doubt that the quality of the research was 
enriched as a result.

Second, and of more immediate interest to BirdLife 
members, Brian and Pauline were also actively involved in 
the conservation of Thomson’s  Lake Nature Reserve. In the 
mid-1970s, with assistance from Brian, Pauline provided the 
Department of Fisheries and Wildlife with the draft of the 
first	management	plan	for	Thomson's	Lake	Nature	Reserve,	
and they were later instrumental in getting the reserve 
fenced to protect breeding waterbirds and other animals 
from predation by foxes. During the 1970s and 1980s, 
Pauline conducted many waterbird counts at Thomson’s 
Lake, with later counts being for the RAOU waterbird 
project being run by Roger Jaensch, and she assisted Roger 
in catching and banding crakes and rails at Thomson’s 
Lake. Furthermore, with Dave Kabay of Alcoa, Pauline was 
instrumental in the setting aside of The Spectacles as a 
reserve for conservation, particularly for waterbirds.

Pauline and Brian are now retired near Dunsborough, but still 
active in local environment issues.

Allan Burbidge

D. L. Serventy Medal — Ron Wooller
The D.L. Serventy Medal may be awarded annually by 
BirdLife Australia for outstanding published work on birds 
in the Australasian region. It has been awarded for the last 
20 years and is the highest award offered to professional 
ornithologists by BirdLife Australia. Previous medallists have 
included Dr Denis Saunders, Dr Ian Rowley, and Lesley and 
Michael Brooker.

Dom Serventy was born in Kalgoorlie in 1904 and died in 
Perth in 1988. A graduate of The University of Western 
Australia, Dom was interested in all aspects of ornithology 
and	had	a	long	term	influence	on	conservation	in	Western	
Australia. BirdLife Australia has recently announced that 
a member of the Western Australian Branch , Emeritus 
Professor Ron Wooller, who has been at Murdoch University 
since 1976, has been awarded the 2013 Serventy Medal.

Ron has supervised 35 Honours Degree students and 22 
PhD students, many of them working on birds. He has been 

an ornithologist and ecologist with more than 40 years’ 
experience in wildlife and conservation biology and has 
been a member of BirdLife Australia for over 30 years. His 
dedication to conservation and teaching has won him many 
accolades and he has made presentations at international 
conferences throughout the world. His publication record is 
outstanding, with more than a hundred refereed papers on 
Australasian birds, 20 of them published in Emu: Austral 
Ornithology.	His	top	five	seabird	papers	have	amassed	
over	300	citations,	a	major	scientific	achievement	amongst	
his peers. His work spans a wide range of birds, including 
forests, coastline and offshore islands.

Ron Wooller has an outstanding record in ornithology in the 
state and Australia, and is a worthy recipient of the BirdLife 
Australia 2013 D L Serventy Medal.

Graham Wooller

Coastal Award

We are pleased to record that Kimberley Onton received the 
Western Australian Coastwatch Award in July at Esperance. 
This award was presented at the WA State Coastal 
Conference where Kim made a presentation on behalf of the 
Shorebirds2020 team.

Kim Onton has made 
an outstanding 
contribution to 
the protection of 
Western Australia’s 
coastal environment 
through her 
volunteer work with 
BirdLife Australia’s 
Shorebirds 2020. 
Kim joined BirdLife 
Australia’s migratory 
shorebird monitoring, 
conservation and 
education project six 
years ago and has 
taken on the role as 
state coordinator. 
Since then she 
has been an 
inspiration to over 
one-hundred WA 
project volunteers 
through her dedicated work for shorebirds and her tireless 
efforts to support shorebird conservation activities along 
WA’s coast. Her knowledge and expertise are held in high 
regard by volunteers and professional coastal managers 
alike and her wonderful gift to captivate an audience with 
the shorebird story and coastal conservation issues make 
her a popular speaker at community workshops and events. 
In short, she has embraced her volunteer role as Shorebirds 
2020 coordinator in a way that is a model for other regional 
coordinators	in	this	nationwide	project.	The	benefits	of	this	
commitment can be felt and enjoyed by people far beyond 
the coasts of WA when the migratory shorebirds embark on 
their annual journey to Siberia and Alaska.

BirdLife WA reports, ctd
AWARDS, ctd

Kimberly Onton receiving the 
Coastal Award from Dr Gary 
Middle at the WA State Coastal 
Conference.
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BirdLife WA reports, ctd
BIRDLIFE WA PROJECTS

Cheryl is moving on
Cheryl Gole has indicated she wished to leave her position 
as WA Program Manager with effect from August 2013. 
Cheryl has been working in the non-government, not 
for	profit	conservation	sector	since	1998.	Over	that	time	
she has coordinated a number of bird survey projects for 
BirdLife Australia and managed a number of projects for the 
south-west program of WWF Australia. She manages the 
Important Bird Areas Project for BirdLife Australia and is an 
active member of BirdLife Australia’s National Research and 
Conservation Committee and Atlas Advisory Committee. 
Cheryl is a keen birdwatcher and addicted Atlasser, pursuing 
the ambition of undertaking an Atlas Survey in each of 
Australia’s 314 IBAs.

The WA Branch was very fortunate that Cheryl agreed to 
be	our	first	WA	Program	Manager,	a	coordinating	position	
based at Peregrine House, Floreat. She has managed the 
Threatened Cockatoos Projects involving Matt Fossey, 
Tamara Kabat, Deb Sullivan 
and	Sandra	Gilfillan,	the	
Australasian Bittern Project 
involving Robyn Pickering and 
the Great Western Woodlands 
Project involving Liz Fox. 
These programs involve many 
volunteers, both members and 
non-members.
This	is	the	first	time	the	
WA Branch has employed 
a program manager and 
the Branch Executive 
Committee wishes to record 
its appreciation to Cheryl for 
undertaking this challenging 
role in a most distinguished 
way, ensuring that the project’s 
objectives will continue to 
benefit	the	conservation	of	the	
birds concerned.

Graham Wooller

Community Education
On Friday 12 April, Rod Smith and I were involved in Earth 
Day at the Kent Street Weir. This involved us in a program 
with several schools and included a short bird walk with each 
of them. During one of these walks, I had taken my group 
— about 12 children and three adults — partway across the 
weir and we were watching an Australasian Darter which had 
speared	a	fish	underwater,	then	taken	it	ashore,	thrown	it	up	
in	the	air	and	swallowed	it	head	first.
Then about 50 m up the river we saw a Great Egret launch 
itself from its perch about 7 m above the water and dive 
down	to	strike	at	a	fish	near	the	surface.	It	repeated	this	
exercise twice more in the short time we were able to 
watch	it.	Whether	or	not	it	caught	a	fish	we	were	unable	to	
ascertain, but the children were excited and I was surprised. 
I’ve	never	seen	a	Great	Egret	fish	in	what	amounted	to	a	
perch and pounce strategy before.

Brice Wells

Great Western Woodlands Winter Survey 
— Fraser Range Station (100 km east of 
Norseman)
Saturday 15 June to Friday 21 June 2013

Ably led by Liz Fox, six of us (Stella Stewart-Wynne, Ed 
Paull, Alyson Paull, Joe Porter and Ray Flanagan) headed out 
to survey 2 hectare sites within the Fraser Range Station 
area, and other incidental areas in the Great Western 
Woodlands. A total of 62 species were recorded — a great 
achievement considering it was winter. Some mornings 
were either frosty or foggy, and the birds were not calling 
as often as they do in spring. However, we had very little 
rain to contend with, just the biting wind at times. Staying 
at	Coolgardie	for	the	first	night	meant	we	arrived	at	Fraser	
Range Station about lunchtime on Sunday. Along the way we 
stopped for morning tea north of Norseman and new birder, 

Joe Porter, was captivated 
by	his	first	sighting	of	a	Red-
capped Robin sitting in the 
winter sunshine. Once at Fraser 
Range we settled in and then 
quickly headed out to do some 
afternoon birding, covering 
three of the sites nearby. There 
were good sightings of Rufous 
Treecreeper and Yellow-plumed 
Honeyeater in the woodlands, 
while	a	flock	of	Purple-crowned	
Lorikeets	flew	past	too	fast	to	
get a good look. Dusk began 
about 4.30 which meant the 
birding afternoons were shorter 
during the trip.

On Monday we headed east 
for woodland sites. At Site 
FR15 we were fortunate to see 
three Gilbert’s Whistlers, with 
a pair calling back and forth 
only 2 metres away and this 
was a real treat. White-browed 
Babblers and Spiny-cheeked 

Honeyeaters were also in evidence. At site FR 17 we saw 
amongst others about six Redthroats. Then on to Newman 
Rocks for lunch and other birding sites. With the chill wind 
there	were	few	birds	around,	but	some	Tree	Martins	flying	
above the rock outcrop were the only ones of the trip.

Tuesday was a long day as we headed north-east about 
90 km along a station track, getting back late after a very 
full day. A Mulga Parrot pair sat in a low tree alongside 
the track while we gazed in wonder at those brilliant 
paintbrush colours. Most sites were open woodland, with 
little	flowering.	Despite	this,	honeyeaters	were	around	and	
we were delighted to see a total of eight different species 
during the surveys, including Brown-headed, White-fronted, 
White-eared and Yellow-plumed Honeyeaters. We stopped to 
admire	a	large	patch	of	Sturt’s	Desert	Pea	in	flower	alongside	
the track in a red dirt and spinifex habitat. We also saw a 
Dingo, Red and Grey Kangaroos, Euros, Wedge-tailed Eagles 
and Emus in the waning light and beautiful red wallabies on 
a rocky outcrop. At one stop along the way Ray convinced 

The Crew: Members of the Fraser Range 
winter survey team. (L to R) Liz Fox, Stella 
Stewart-Wynne, Ray Flanagan, Alyson Paull, 
Ed Paull (see also p2). Photo  by Joe Porter
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Joe	to	go	cavorting	through	the	grassland	to	try	and	flush	
a small brown bird which the group wasn’t sure was an 
Australasian Pipit (see photo, p2). Unfortunately, it didn’t 
show itself again despite Joe’s best efforts.

On Wednesday, our last full day at Fraser Range Station, we 
headed	west.	Our	first	stop	was	a	large	salt	lake,	where	with	
the ‘scope we sighted Red-kneed Dotterels and Red-capped 
Plovers, along with Grey Teals, Australian Shelducks and 
Black Swans. We then stopped at other woodland sites and 
on to site FR4, a mallee area with a granite quarry where 
we were delighted to see Blue-breasted Fairy-wrens, an 
extended family with one male in full colour in a party of 
about eight.

On Thursday, it was time to head homeward and towards 
Hyden and Wave Rock for the night. Whilst we stopped a 
few times we did not have time for any further surveys. 
However, the salt lakes were worth getting the ‘scope out to 
see some waterbirds, and we added Pink-eared Ducks and 
Banded Stilts to our list. A quick stop at Disappointment 
Rock gave us a great view of a Purple-gaped Honeyeater, 
and we heard a Spotted Pardalote at The Breakaways (an 
amazing example of rock formations in striking colours of 
reds and white). As we crossed over the Vermin Proof Fence, 
Liz’s voice came over the two-way “Say farewell to the Great 
Western Woodlands”. 

The Great Western Woodlands are truly a wondrous place 
with more than 160 species of eucalypt trees. The beautiful 
Salmon Gums with shining rusty trunks, the Gimlets with 
their twisted green ones, the Blackbutts and Ribbon Bark 
Gums and the multi-trunked mallee and shrubland provide 
an expanding diversity of plants and animals with new ones 
being added to the list as the area is further surveyed.

We all agreed that Liz is an amazing birder and organiser par 
excellence. The accommodation was more than adequate 
and the managers very helpful. We can highly recommend a 
trip to Fraser Range Station.

Ray Flanagan

Cards, cards and money
Card sales continue to be the major source of ongoing 
financial	support	for	BirdLife	WA.	Last	financial	year	over	
$7000	in	profit	from	card	sales	went	into	the	operating	
account for BWA. Currently, we hold 2-3 years stock of cards 
including new stock with the BirdLife badging.

Historically, participation in the Combined Charities Card 
Shop	in	the	city	has	boosted	our	sales	significantly.	However,	
increasing online sales have accelerated for both blank and 
Christmas cards.

We need to maintain and expand our sales but to meet 
the increasing demand, the Sales Committee and BWA 
need help.

What do we need?

•	 Volunteers keen to commit one half day a month to help 
with supplying the online orders. Stocks are all held in 
the	BWA	Office.

•	 Volunteers willing to commit one day a month (or two 
half days) to help with the Combined Charity Card Shop 

in the foyer of the Westpac Bank at the corner of St 
Georges Tce and William St. This is a great venue with 
good exposure to the public.

The Combined Charities Cards Shop’s Christmas sales 
commence in early September and continue until the week 
before Christmas.

Without this ongoing income the BWA Executive Committee 
will be unable to meet current commitments and/or progress 
with	significant	new	initiatives	highlighted	at	the	recent	
Strategic Planning day.

Please seriously consider helping our birds in this very 
practical way. Thank you!

Contact Beryl Walker, Chair, Sales Committee on bemwalk@
hotmail.com, or 9397 6887

Website link for electronic ordering/sales www.birdlife.org.
au/locations/birdlife-western-australia/bird-cards

Lakeside/Thundelarra Station surveys, 
21 July–2 August
The Rangeland survey team this year visited the former 
pastoral leases of Lakeside and Thundelarra in the arid zone 
of the southern Gascoyne, now managed as conservation 
reserves by the Western Australian Department of Parks and 
Wildlife (formerly DEC). The two pastoral leases are mostly 
mulga	woodland	flats,	rocky	acacia	scrub	slopes	and	saline	
lake-margin samphire depressions.

The station shed at Lakeside Station south-west of Cue 
was	the	meeting	place	for	17	BWA	members	for	the	first	
week with the abandoned and decaying homestead as the 
centre point for our tents, caravans and camping trailers. We 
had cool and windy weather conditions at Lakeside, but 
completed the 25 survey points before moving out for the 
second survey week.

Most of the members stopped by Cue or Mt Magnet to 
stock larders, visit the highly recommended butcher and 
fill	up	with	fuel	for	the	second	week	in	the	more	salubrious	
conditions at Thundelarra Station, between Paynes Find and 
Yalgoo, as the guests of the long-time leaseholders, Tom and 
Roxanne Morrissey. The survey points on the Thundelarra 
Conservation Reserve included a larger range of vegetation 
types than at Lakeside, including the Thundelarra lignum 
swamp (an IBA for Freckled Ducks and other waterfowl), a 
stream course with permanent water and a eucalypt grove 
among the mostly mulga woodland sites.

The species totals for the two stations were 64 and 71 
species, respectively, with Alan Warburton winning both 
station species numbers guessing contests. Although the 
lignum swamp was dry, and limited early winter rains 
had affected the variety of birds we recorded, “good 
birds” included Major Mitchell’s Cockatoo, Bourke’s Parrot, 
Chestnut-breasted and Chestnut Quail-thrushes, Pied and 
Black Honeyeaters, Black-breasted Buzzard, Peregrine 
Falcon, Australian Bustard, Chestnut-banded Whiteface and a 
nesting	Wedge-tailed	Eagle	with	a	fluffy	chick.

David T Bell

BirdLife WA projects, ctd
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Library news
Stewart Houghton has recently handed over the reins of 
Librarian to me. I believe that Stewart held the role of 
Honorary Librarian for a decade or so. I cannot promise to 
be around for so many years but I do look forward to serving 
the WA Branch of BirdLife Australia in this capacity. I am 
open to any suggestions for acquisitions. Listed here are 
some recent acquisitions which are available for borrowing:

Birkhead, T., The wisdom of birds. (598 BIR)

Contributions to the history of Australasian 
ornithology, editors Davis, W.E. et al. 
(598.0994 DAV)

Dengate, John, Attracting birds to your 
garden in Australia. (598.0994 DEN)

Dunlop, J.N. and Rippey, E., Natural history 
of the Bridled Tern on Penguin Island. 
(598.338 DUN)

Forshaw, J.M., Grass Finches in Australia. 
(598.883 FOR)

France, T., Promoting Red-capped Plovers 
and Black fronted Dotterels at Harvey 
District wetlands. (598.33 FRA)

Fraser, I. and Gray, J., Australian bird 
names: a complete guide. (598.0994 
FRA)

Pizzey, Graham and Knight, Frank, Field 
guide to birds of Australia 2012. 
(598.0994 PIZ)

Rosair, D. and Cottridge D., Photographic 
guide to the waders of the world. (598.3 
ROS)

Strange, M., Photographic guide to the birds of Indonesia. 
(598.0959 STR)

Library hours: Monday to Friday 9:30am – 12:30pm.

Borrowing procedure: To borrow an item, members should 
fill	out	the	card	in	the	pocket	at	the	back	of	the	book	and	put	
it in the receptacle provided on the shelf where the catalogue 
is kept. The normal borrowing period is one month.

Cathy Gawen 
Hon Librarian

Twitchathon 2012: A parent’s perspective
Prelude

The Twitchathon is an annual event, run by BirdLife Western 
Australia, in which teams of birdwatchers compete in trying to 
record as many species as they can. There are three events: a 
24-hour event (5pm Saturday to 5pm Sunday), a 12-hour event 
(5am	to	5pm	Sunday)	and	an	‘armchair’	event	(500	m	of	a	fixed	
point	for	a	specified	8-	hour	period).	For	the	24-	and	12-hour	
events, there is no restriction on where you go or how long you 
spend there. While there are some simple rules (eg, the majority 
of your team has to see a given species at the one time to be 
able to ‘count’ it) these are all based on an honesty system. 
Most birdwatchers are so serious (and scrutinise each other so 
heavily) that this works well.

To ‘dip’ means to miss out on a species that you were trying to 
get. In other words, to fail.

The ‘Rainbow Avocets’ is the name of one of the other teams 
that was competing on the day.

As the excitement of another Twitchathon faded, I was just 
catching up to where I should have been several weeks previous 
(some may argue 52!). [This includes signing up on the Birds 
WA Mailing List after the event, and actually registering for the 
Twitchathon on the Saturday morning of the event — thanks to 
John Graff for allowing us to sneak in at the last minute!] So, 
with zero preparation, no reconnaissance and no notice, we 
thrust ourselves into the 2012 Twitchathon as best we could. 

What follows is an account of what one can 
achieve	on-the-fly	(and	with	two	small	children	
in tow). It also demonstrates that you can 
birdwatch in between feeds, sleeps, nappy 
changes, toilet stops, and with the enthusiastic 
and indestructible commentary of a four-year-
old playing at full volume on all stations all the 
time; but that the bar does have to be set a 
little lower. In our case, we aimed to beat our 
2011 total of 81 species in the 24 hours.

We had no route, we had no plan, and we 
really had no idea.

So, with Nat out for the afternoon 
and evening on the Saturday (prior 
commitments), I ‘prepped’ a picnic dinner, 
and the kids and I headed down to Ellis 
Brook to get our Twitchathon underway. 
The last time I visited Ellis Brook (during 
daylight hours) was on the 2011 race, and 
we had done well there. I was particularly 
hoping for White-breasted Robin, Red-eared 
Firetail, Red-winged Fairy-wren, Elegant 
Parrot, Tawny-crowned Honeyeater, Spotted 
Pardalote, Scarlet Robin, woodswallows 
and any birds of prey that happened by. 
Three-quarters of an hour into the race I 

had dipped on all of those (plus some other stuff), but I had 
managed two toilet stops and a very ‘serious’ nappy change 
(between two kids).

Therefore, I decided that we should go to old stomping 
grounds (and closer to home). So we headed up to Melville’s 
Rose nursery in Carmel. Our luck improved, with a lot of the 
‘background’ stuff plus a Nankeen Night-Heron on the pond 
jetty, a passing Square-tailed Kite and my old-faithful Red-
browed Finch (sorry to hear that the Rainbow Avocets dipped 
on these guys). Lots of running races on the lawn, and a 
few rounds of hide and seek, and I realised it was well past 
bedtime for my team-members. That said, I couldn’t resist 
pushing the limits with a couple of slight detours on the drive 
home; that got us Straw-necked Ibis and Golden Whistler. I 
paid for these two (arguably) stock-standard ticks, by having 
to	single-handedly	fight	two	over-tired,	over-hyped	junior	
twitchers into their beds. I won in the end, but it wasn’t 
pretty.

Saturday evening ended at about 8.30 pm on 38 species, 
with the occasional foray into the backyard thereafter to 
listen for boobooks, but to no avail.

Sunday morning was a… umm… ‘leisurely’ start. We didn’t 
quite get around to listening for Western Wattlebirds in our 
garden. No matter, ‘we’ll get ‘em later’. With the domestic 
stuff sorted, a pile of morning-tea pikelets cooked and 
packed, and our fourth team member back on task (a second 
‘responsible’ adult, what’s more), we walked out the back 
door at about 9.20 am. Given the time-pressure from other 
commitments later in the day we decided our best bet was 
to try for some endemics at Victoria Reservoir. On weekends 

Singing Honeyeater, 
Anstey-Keane 
Heathland (see report, 
p18). Photo by Barry 
Heinrich
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they lock the outer gate, so it meant a longer walk in. This 
played into our hands, with Nat somehow spotting a very 
distant pair of Wedgies (they were specks in my binos…!), 
and us tidying up on Jarrah forest basics (thornbills, 
spinebill, shrike-thrush). Still no Western Wattlebirds. No 
worries.

The picnic area at the foot of the dam gave us a pretty good 
haul, and we humped the kids back up the hill (the four-year 
old	flaked	out,	so	we	stuffed	her	in	the	pram,	and	I	carried	
the one-year old). It’s an even longer walk, uphill, when 
you’re carrying 11 squirming kilos more than you’re used to. 
Still, we got a Little Eagle over the powerlines (and I got that 
little	bit	fitter).	Total	51	species.	No	Western	Wattlebird	on	
the list yet. That’s cool — plenty of time.

When we got the boy back home to bed and faced a 
potential hour of ‘stalled’ time, Nat must’ve noticed a bit of a 
panicky look in my eyes, ‘cos she told me to “get out” and do 
what I could. So I raced down the zig-zag in Gooseberry Hill 
(Tawny-crowned and a hobby) and then remembered Bruce 
telling me about a wetland off the Great Eastern Highway 
bypass. Cha-ching! Thanks, Bruce, this little wetland 
was awesome. Lots of ducks, a couple of waders, Sacred 
Kingfisher,	bee-eater,	Whistling	Kite	and	a	very	obliging	fly-
by from a goshawk.

I returned home on 69 species. Wattlebirds not calling, 
though. Hmmm…

That’s where Nat left the 2012 Twitchathon, and left me with 
the kids. So after a bit of careful negotiation (that resulted in 
me dropping Scarlett to her Nana’s) and packing more picnic 
food for Leo, the remaining two of us headed for Herdie. We 
managed to get two Fairy Martins under Roe Highway on the 
way — nice.

Leo loved chasing the ducks at Maurice Hamer, although 
the swamphens unnerved him a bit. We then had a lovely 
walk to the wildlife centre and boardwalk and back again. 
The highlights were watching a Great-crested Grebe hunt 
underwater for food in the drain, and an unexpected (for 
us) native-hen (as I said earlier, I hadn’t looked at the 
sightings page for weeks). A quick tally-up and I was 
pretty sure we had beaten our 2011 total, despite having 
dipped on grassbirds and harriers. And we still didn’t have 
Silver Gulls on our list. Now THAT would be embarrassing. 
I have my (meagre) reputation on the line, here. Or is it 
just pride? Anyway, in an act of late-in-the-day stupidity, I 
decided the best chance for gulls and terns was the Swan 
River. Theoretically a fair idea. Logistically (with a now quite 
ratty and ‘over-it’ team-mate), a dumb one. A ‘scenic’ tour 
of the back streets of Subiaco (what was I thinking!?) and 
more verses of ‘Old MacDonald’ than I care to remember 
down St Georges Terrace. We got the bloody gulls along the 
esplanade, but I’m not entirely sure they were worth it.

The	white	flag	was	up	(on	85	birds).	We’d	beaten	last	year.	
And only 30 minutes from home. Just take it Wes, and be 
done with it. Both you and your baby are tired. Go home. 
[“But you still haven’t got White-faced Heron — and don’t 
forget those Western Wattlebirds,” say the little voices].

So I did what all good dads would do. I demonstrated 
stick-to-itiveness to my son. We deviated (some would say 
significantly)	on	the	way	home	to	a	little	lake	off	Hale	Road	
in Wattle Grove. I hadn’t been there before. I scanned the 
lake from the driver’s seat with The Wiggles cranked on the 
stereo in a vain attempt to appease my passenger. Surely 
I’ll have to add something new. Nope. Nuthin’. And now 
the time-bomb in the baby capsule in the back seat was 

beginning to really start smoking. What had I done? What 
had I done!??

As we headed up the last little hill before home, with tears in 
both of our eyes, there was a White-faced Heron in the grass 
on	the	edge	of	the	park.	Yep,	that	figures.	And	as	we	pulled	
into	the	driveway	at	five-to-five	I	cut	the	engine,	and	Leo	
stopped yelling (well, it was more like one of those big deep-
drawn breaths between screams) long enough for me to hear 
our	eighty-seventh	and	final	species.	Western	Wattlebird.	
Got him in the end. Did I care? I’m not sure. Leo didn’t.

So I think the moral of my story is to be gratefully accepting 
when your toddler’s appreciation for birds stretches to 
chasing ducks, and to not expect that he’ll understand the 
intricacies of driving all over creation while trying to count as 
many bird species as you can in an arbitrary 24-hour period. 
At least until he turns two.

Maybe an armchair twitch would have been smarter.

Wes Bancroft 
Stark Raven Mad (along with Natalie Warburton, and 

Leo and Scarlett Bancroft)

Carnaby’s Perth Region project wrap-up
As some of you already know, the funding for our Perth 
Region project ended on 30 June. We’ve been very lucky to 
have not only funding for on-ground management projects 
for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo over the last 18 months, but 
also a full-time coordinator for two Great Cocky Count (GCC) 
surveys. We’ve seen the GCC grow strongly in that time, 
especially outside Perth where the project started in 2006. 
We’ve also funded over $40 000 of on-ground management 
work in priority Carnaby’s habitat. We currently don’t have 
further funding to continue the overall project, but are 
hoping to run another GCC in 2014. The 2013 GCC report 
will be ready within the next couple of months, so keep an 
eye on our webpage or for planting for Carnaby’s visit www.
birdlife.org.au/carnabys/plants-for-carnabys.

The GCC email address will only be checked occasionally. 
For queries about black-cockatoos, please contact our 
Threatened Cockatoos Project Manager, Matt Fossey, at matt.
fossey@birdlife.org.au or 9287 2251 or 0428 762 292. We’d 
still	like	to	hear	about	any	night-time	roost	sites	you	find	for	
white-tailed or red-tailed black-cockies, as well as nesting 
sites, so please forward these to Matt.

It has been my 
privilege to work on 
BirdLife Australia’s 
Carnaby’s Black-
Cockatoo Recovery 
Project for the last 
18 months, and to 
coordinate the 2012 
and 2013 GCCs in 
that time. Thank 
you to everyone for 
your support with the 
survey and the on-
ground activities, for 
me personally, and 
for supporting our 
cockies!

Tamara Kabat

Fairy Martins’ nests in 
shed at Wolfe Creek (see 
report, p16). Photo by Diane 
Beckingham
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“BIRD BRAIN” IS A COMPLIMENT

Having enjoyed Brice Wells’ talk on Birds and Intelligence 
on 23 June at the Eco Centre, I am responding to his plea 
to publish our observations so that they can be collected 
into meaningful accounts of bird behaviour. Mine is a corvid 
story which began on 17 May this year. I had stopped about 
8 metres from an old Agonis flexuosa tree in our street in 
Daglish	to	watch	an	Australian	Raven	acting	like	a	fluttering	
Western Gerygone, if a decidedly awkward one. It was 
heavily	flapping	its	wings	in	an	effort	to	stabilise	its	flight	
and poke its bill into the fork of two major branches coming 
off the trunk. I slowly crept a little closer to see what it was 
trying	to	do.	It	continued	to	flutter	at	the	fork	—	until	it	flew	
up into the tree’s branches where I could still see it. Carried 
in its bill was something that looked like a dark olive. It 
objected	to	me	peering	at	it	any	further	and	flew	off	bearing	
its luggage. I could see a small hollow where it had been 
fluttering.

Exactly one week later I witnessed similar raven behaviour, 
possibly	the	same	bird,	fluttering	at	a	fork	in	another	
Weeping Peppermint, this one right beside our driveway. It 
flew	off	without	anything	obvious	in	its	bill	—	but	I	could	see	
a small hollow where it had been operating. It looked a good 
place for caching food for future use, but I could not see 
anything in it.

Not wanting to deter the bird from this activity, whatever 
its purpose, I didn’t poke around looking into the two small 
hollows for some weeks. Having not seen any further odd 
behaviour	like	this,	I	then	investigated	both	hollows	briefly	
and	could	find	no	food	there.	However,	corvids	are	famously	
known to cache food — and this is possibly the reason for 
the	odd	fluttering	and	poking	I	had	twice	witnessed.

Judy Blyth

BOWERBIRDS AND BILBIES

Those who missed the monthly meeting in June missed a 
treat as Jiri Lochman of Lochman Transparencies shared 
his photographic expertise with us. He gave us tips on 
photographing birds on local lakes, on their favourite 
perches or at their nest – and he outlined some protocols for 
approaching nesting birds. His anecdotes from a lifetime’s 
experience were fascinating — from bush rats which chewed 
through	the	leads	to	the	flash,	to	the	bowerbird	boldly	

entering the canvas 
hide.

Jiri demonstrated how 
patient observation 
can reveal unexpected 
bird behaviour. Who’d 
have thought that a 
Brown Goshawk would 
tackle a Nankeen 
Night Heron? Jiri’s 
photo captured the 
goshawk plucking the 
freshly killed heron. 
Another photo taken 
from a precarious hide 
on a cliff where he 
was observing White-

bellied Sea-Eagles on their nest, showed a Wedge-tailed 
Eagle which came in for a head-to-head confrontation with 
one of the parent sea-eagles.

I particularly liked his photo of Squatter Pigeons sand-
bathing, but best of all was a photo of a Golden Bowerbird 
adding a spray of white lichen to its bower.

This stunning presentation ended with close-ups of a relaxed 
Pygmy Possum on grevillea and a Bilby at its desert burrow.

Diane Beckingham

FRECKLED DUCKS AT NEWHAVEN

In June our small tour group of birdos and botanists spent 
three days at Newhaven BirdLife Sanctuary, which is 330 km 
north-west of Alice Springs. We saw some 60 species of the 
138 on the list provided. As we approached the station we 
saw ten pink cockatoos by the roadside picking at a patch of 
Paddymelons,	and	as	they	flew	off	a	short	distance	to	perch	
we took photographs. Unfortunately there was no repeat 
appearance by the Princess Parrots which passed through 
Newhaven in June 2012.

Recent	rains	had	brought	new	growth	and	filled	lakes.	In	
one pool we saw 150 Pink-eared Ducks and 17 Freckled 
Ducks together with 5 White-necked Herons and some 
Black-tailed Native-hens. Although only a couple of hakea 
and	eremophila	species	were	flowering	here	the	Black	
Honeyeaters were calling repeatedly.

Continuing north on the Tanami Road to camp overnight at 
Mt Doreen, we heard a continual ringing of Pied Honeyeater 
calls	and	saw	the	first	of	many	Black-breasted	Buzzards.

While camping at Handover on Lake Gregory in the Paruku 
Indigenous Protected Area, we rose early on two occasions 
to	watch	about	150	Flock	Bronzewings	flying	away	from	the	
lake in tight formation about an hour after sunrise. Here we 
also enjoyed seeing hundreds of Brolgas feeding, dancing 
and	flying	over	our	camp	under	the	northern	white	gums	
where many Budgerigars jostled for nesting sites. Out on the 
low	samphire	flats	we	saw	an	Australian	Pratincole,	Orange	
Chats, White-winged Fairy-wrens and countless Singing 
Bushlarks.

Our next camp was at beautiful Lake Stretch, about 250 km 
south of Halls Creek. We saw Australian Pelican, Royal and 
Yellow-billed Spoonbill, Brolga, Diamond and Peaceful Dove, 
Red-winged	Parrot,	Red-backed	Kingfisher,	Sacred	Kingfisher,	
Rainbow Bee-eater and White-breasted Woodswallow among 
others. We found evidence of abundant freshwater mussels, 
small crabs and snails in this watercourse.

An ecologist in our group, Dr David Bell, talked to us about 
the value of harnessing the observations and records of good 
amateurs as they can help to see emerging patterns and he 
suggested various methods to use in our lists. He stressed 
that the information we gather needs to be ‘published’ in 
some form (eg, on the Atlas database,) so it is given an 
existence.

On our 12-day trip from Alice Springs to Broome we covered 
over 2400 km and saw a total of 129 species. It may be 
of interest to list the species which we recorded everyday 
for 12 days, though we travelled 4 degrees in a northerly 
direction and six degrees to the west. They were Nankeen 

Great Bowerbird’s bower 
at Fitzroy Lodge. Photo by 
Diane Beckingham
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Kestrel, Brown Falcon, White-plumed Honeyeater, Black-
faced Woodswallow, Pied Butcherbird, Willie Wagtail, Magpie-
lark and Zebra Finch.

Diane Beckingham

EURASIAN WIGEON ANAS PENELOPE 
AT CARNARVON

An unusual bird was seen during a bird species population 
count on 6 March 2013 between the hours 08:25-11:25. The 
sighting was around two pools in the lower reaches of the 
Gascoyne River, approximately three kilometres north-east 
of Carnarvon (24°51’32” S, 113°40’42’ E, datum Australian 
84/66, GPS used). This count was being conducted from a 
paddle craft.

The sighting of the unusual bird occurred in the later stages 
of the count when most waterfowl were crowded at the 
western most water body known as Chinaman Pool. The bird 
was	first	noted	while	I	was	counting	Eurasian	Coots.	The	first	
impression was that of a very bright-headed Australian Wood 
Duck, another species that was present and that this bird 
superficially	resembled.	I	left	the	paddle	craft	to	complete	
the count from the southern riverbank so as not to put all 
remaining	birds	to	flight.	When	later	focusing	upon	this	bird	
it very soon became apparent that it was very different and 
that it was a bird that I had never seen before. I came to 
the conclusion that it might be a Northern Pintail. When 
consulting	an	Australian	field	guide	on	returning	home	it	
immediately became apparent that this had not been a 
Northern Pintail. As there was no other species recorded 
in	Australia	that	resembled	the	bird,	I	consulted	two	field	
guides covering birds from South East Asia and found the 
most likely candidate was a male Eurasian Wigeon, Anas 
penelope. I returned later with a small camera in order to 
visually	record	this	bird.	This	proved	difficult	as	it	was	very	
timid and the closest approach it would tolerate was greater 
than 200 metres. A number of attempts to get closer whilst 
using	vegetative	cover	failed,	the	bird	having	flown	without	
my being aware of it.

I have observed this bird on a number of occasions since, in 
a variety of situations such as swimming, dabbling, preening 
both	on	and	out	of	water	and	in	flight.	Closest	observation	
was made when the bird was preoccupied with feeding, 
perhaps a little less than 150 metres. At the time of this 
submission the bird was still present and appeared very 
healthy.

This bird was seen in the company of other ducks but 
seemed equally content on its own.

I had not visited this site since 2 February, on that occasion 
counting waders only. Previous to this, a full count of all 
species was on 22 January, so I am not aware of its precise 
arrival date.

Thus the possibility exists that this bird was carried down to 
Australia by Cyclone Rusty in late February, and escaped the 
system after it crossed land and dropped to a rain bearing 
depression	allowing	the	bird	to	find	its	way	to	the	nearest	
coast.

Physical description

The head and upper 45% of the extended neck was deep 
chestnut, with a creamy coloured blaze on the upper fore-

crown. When the bird was at rest, all of the visible neck was 
chestnut. With the outstretched neck, chestnut colouration 
extended slightly deeper on the front of the throat than at 
the rear. At this point on the rear of the neck colouration 
changed to grey, grey-brown and blending into the grey 
of the back. The front and sides of the throat below the 
chestnut colouration became pink coloured and spread 
across the shoulders and down to the chest and frontal 
flanks	where	it	was	lowest,	forming	a	concave	line	where	
this	met	the	white	under-sides.	The	back,	flanks	and	wings	
had	fine	wavy	alternating	lines	of	black	and	white	making	
them appear grey. The bird had rather long scapulars, 
edged white on the outer and prominent black tertials with 
white edges protruding beyond the vent. The only time the 
speculum was seen was when preening, only appearing 
dark, no hint of colour being caught by sunlight. Primaries 
were	greyish	brown.	The	grey	of	the	flank	was	abruptly	cut	
off by a vertical white mark, which contrasted strongly with 
the black vent. The tail feathers were white and appeared 
pointed	but	seen	to	be	rounded	when	spread	in	flight,	the	
upper and lower ventral area forming a black V shape in the 
centre giving the tail a white edged appearance. The bill was 
pale blue with a black tip; legs normally appeared dark but 
possibly just due to shadow, as they looked grey in some 
photographs. Eye colour not seen because the bird could not 
be approached closely.

The	bird’s	flight	was	rapid,	and	no	definitive	markings	were	
seen	due	to	brevity	of	flight	in	one	instance	but	mostly	
due to trees and vegetation obscuring views on other such 
occasions. No call was heard.

This bird was seen in the company of other ducks and birds 
but seemed equally content on its own.

Habitat

The river pools are currently joined; they have a substrate 
predominantly of coarse river sand, some sedimentary 
rock and clay banks. Some sedimentary mud remains in 
depressions as water levels drop and waterweed grows 
prolifically.	Water	levels	were	currently	higher	than	might	
have been at this time of year; I believe this was due to 
the	fact	that	the	last	river	flow	had	a	high	saline	content	
and water that would normally have been abstracted 
from beneath the surface sands along much of the lower 
Gascoyne River for irrigation purposes did not happen. A 
sand bank that was forming will eventually separate this 
water body into two separate pools about 500 metres 
apart. River gums are the predominate vegetation on the 
immediate riverbank, backed by acacia scrub and introduced 
buffel grass. Some patches of cane grass/bamboo exist near 
water as well as some reed species including typha.

Normal range

This species is widespread, breeding in the northern 
Palearctic, North East China and wintering in equatorial 
Africa, southern Palearctic, Indian subcontinent, South Tibet, 
Central and southern China, Taiwan, South Korea, Japan and 
North Philippines.

In south-east Asia it is a scarce to uncommon visitor in 
Myanmar (except Tenasserim), Thailand (except West, South 
East and South), North Laos, and East Tonkin. It is a vagrant 
to West and South Thailand, Peninsular Malaysia, Singapore, 
Cambodia, Central Annam and Cochinchina.

Possibly the furthest south sites this species has previously 
been recorded are New Guinea (two records) and at Lake 
Tondano in North Sulawesi where a female was collected on 
the 18th February 1931.

Members’ contributions, ctd
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The BARC submission

A submission was lodged with BirdLife Australia’s Rarities 
Committee (BARC) (Case Number 778). I received notice 
on 25 June from Tony Palliser, Chairman of the Committee, 
that this sighting had been accepted. The photograph 
published in the last edition of WA Bird Notes was used in 
this submission. Of the eight voting members, seven voted 
in acceptance; the one dissenting member voted against 
acceptance as there was no evidence presented to suggest 
the bird was not an escapee.

I was happy to learn that there was acceptance of this 
submission; in fact I had no reason to doubt that it wouldn’t 
be. However my mind kept returning to the fact that it 
was not a unanimous decision. The fact that no evidence 
was given to suggest the bird was not an escapee is a very 
salient point, one that I had given no real thought.

I have since tried to reason how this might be seen. If the 
bird were an escapee, from where did it escape? Would it 
be possible that someone had somehow imported the bird 
illegally and without quarantine, hidden in some backyard 
chicken coop? Perhaps it was more likely to have entered 
Australia via a cargo ship as have other vagrants from 
overseas. But most, if not all, of these have been passerines. 
Would a duck use a cargo ship for passage? Perhaps the 
duck was destined for the dinner table, as live animals were 
once transported on sailing vessels as fresh food. Could this 
practice continue in this day and age?
The last point is perhaps a possibility; we have many boats 
entering Australian waters, many carrying illegal immigrants 
or refugees. But as most of these boats depart from 
Indonesia this likelihood also diminishes as Indonesia is also 
outside the normal range of the species in question.

Of the people that travelled to Carnarvon to see this bird, 
many undoubtedly experienced how timid it was, possibly 
a survival trait as they are hunted extensively within their 
home range. This suggests that it was not a domesticated 
bird.	Also,	it	would	be	difficult	to	capture	such	a	timid	bird.	I	
thereby stand by my original theory that this bird was most 
likely carried to Australia during Cyclone Rusty.

I	suggest	that	anyone	having	the	good	fortune	to	find	a	
rarity,	it	need	not	be	an	Australian	first,	should	give	some	
thought as to how or why ‘their’ rarity should be where 
they found it and add any supporting information into the 
submission that they supply to BARC.

Les George

ANSTEY-KEANE HEATHLAND

On Saturday afternoon (29 June) I went to Anstey-Keane 
Heathland. My intention was to visit a shallow pool of 
water where I’d seen numerous birds going to drink and 
bathe about a week early. I had in mind the advice given 
by Jiri Lochman at the June BirdLife meeting about taking 
opportunities as they arise. The pool is one that’s off the 
track enough to not be disturbed by the numerous off road 
vehicles that frequent the reserve.

I sat in the shade of some shrubs and waited for the birds 
to come. I didn’t have a hide so the birds could see me, but 
they seemed to tolerate me to some extent. New Holland 
Honeyeaters	were	the	first	birds	to	come	in	for	a	quick	drink	
and bath but they were behind some small plants growing in 
the middle of the water. A little later a Singing Honeyeater 
came and landed on a dead stick where I could get a few 
quick photos. Then a couple of Brown Honeyeaters came to 
the same stick and dived into the shallow water for a quick 
bath. When a Grey Fantail came in for a bath the Brown 
Honeyeaters drove it off, but it soon returned and had the 
drink and bath that it wanted. White-cheeked Honeyeaters 
and two Willy Wagtails also visited the pool to drink and 
bathe.

Other interesting visitors to the pool were six male Magpie-
larks. Most of them wandered around in the shallow water 
and appeared to be foraging for invertebrates in the 
water. In one photo, one of the Magpie-larks appears to 
have captured a small aquatic snail. Besides the foraging 
behaviour, I wondered if there has been any studies of these 
birds roaming and forming bachelor groups. Perhaps they 
were young unmated males. Maybe they were just trying to 
support the same sex marriage advocates, a current global 
political issue.

While watching the Magpie-larks, I saw a couple of 
small birds run between the shrubs and grass tussocks 
on the other side of the pool. I had set up my ‘scope and 
camera in the hope of getting photos of the Tawny-crowned 
Honeyeater that was occasionally perching on the top of 
the cypress trees on the other side of the pool and was 
fortunate enough to get photos of one of these birds that 
stopped between a shrub and a tussock, presumably to look 
at	me	and	my	clicking	camera	shutter.	Consulting	my	field	
guide	I	identified	them	as	Brown	Quails.	It	was	the	first	
opportunity for me to photograph quails, birds that I usually 
only	see	as	they	flush	from	under	my	feet	as	I	walk	through	
grassland. As I walked away from the pool I saw three of 
these	birds.	They	didn’t	fly,	but	ran	around	behind	me,	
perhaps to have a drink and bath without my intrusion.

As I was walking back to my car I saw 22 Crested Pigeons 
flying	out	to	the	power	lines	next	to	Anstey	Road.	I	saw	
31 bird species in the reserve including what I think was a 
Peregrine Falcon that had just attempted to catch one of a 
flock	of	Rock	Doves	that	were	flying	over	the	farmland	east	
of the reserve.

Barry Heinrich
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Australian Magpie-lark, Anstey-Keane 
Heathland (see also pp2 and 14). Photo by 
Barry Heinrich
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BLACK-TAILED NATIVE-HENS IN THE 
CENTRAL WHEATBELT

While travelling along the Merredin to Bruce Rock road at the 
end of May this year I noticed a dark object move across the 
road some distance in front of the vehicle. This was followed 
by another. As the colour and shape were wrong for cats, 
foxes and rabbits, I slowed down in case they were still near 
the edge of the road and I could get a closer view of them. 
Approaching the spot where I had seen the objects cross, 
a	couple	more	fled	across	in	front	of	me.	At	this	range	the	
identification	was	easy	—	Black-tailed	Native-hens.	They	
were part of a group of six on a small farm dam near the 
edge of the road.

I spent the rest of the day in the area mainly travelling along 
the back roads and noticed them on many dams. The largest 
concentration I came across was approximately 30 near a 
large dam at the bottom of a slope. Here they were moving 
between	the	dam	and	a	recently	ploughed	field	on	the	other	
side of the road and did not appear to be overly concerned 
about the approaching vehicle.

Peter Sandilands

EASTERN CURLEW AT KARRATHA

While it is thought that the Eastern Curlew has declined 
in numbers in the Pilbara, there is little information about 
actual numbers and trends. I counted Eastern Curlews over 
a	12-month	period	at	Back	Beach,	Karratha,	and	this	fills	in	a	
gap in our knowledge about the species in the Pilbara region 
and provides a baseline against which future change can be 
measured.

Back Beach is located on the coast at Nickol Bay, north east 
of Karratha, a couple of kilometres east of the local golf 
course and at the end of Mystery Road.

The habitat at Back Beach 
consists of extensive mud 
flats	at	low	tide.	There	are	
stands of mangroves along the 
coastal foreshore and areas of 
exposed and weathered rocky 
outcrops.	Mixed	flocks	of	waders	
can be found roosting on the 
rocks at high tide. High spring 
and autumn tides cause the 
mangroves	and	mudflats	behind	
the	mangroves	to	flood,	and	
pools of standing water are left 
behind the mangrove fringe when 
the tide recedes. Shorebirds will 
roost at these pools at high tide 
and	move	back	to	the	mud	flats	
when the tide falls.

Observations were made at Back 
Beach several times a week from 
July 2012 to July 2013. There 
was a break in the counts for a 
five	week	period	between	mid	
May and mid June 2013.

Eastern Curlew numbers (5-10) increased from mid August 
onwards. In the following months up to November numbers 
fluctuated	with	counts	often	in	the	range	of	10	to	25	birds.	
The highest count in this period was 50 in September 
2012. The population showed a reduction in numbers from 
December through to early February (Figure 1). In late 
February and March numbers spiked again (15-30) and when 
April came around the population had largely disappeared 
with only a couple (1-2) overwintering. These numbers 
remained constant throughout the winter months.
It was interesting to note that when the number of Eastern 
Curlews dropped this coincided with the passing of two 
cyclones. Shorebird numbers seemed lower at Back Beach 
when temperatures reached 40 degrees+C; perhaps they 
moved further south or to offshore islands where it was 
cooler.
The bimodal distribution of Eastern Curlew numbers is of 
interest and may actually coincide with the southern and 
northern migration ‘pushes’. Meanwhile the lower numbers 
observed during the December-February ‘saddle’ may 
represent a dispersal of the birds from the possible minor 
staging area of Nickol Bay to other areas along the coast.
There must be other shorebird feeding areas nearby as 
flocks	of	waders	were	observed	flying	further	down	the	
coast. In my opinion Nichol Bay could be a minor staging 
area for shorebirds.

Figure 1. Eastern Curlew population at Back Beach, Karratha, July 2012 to July 
2013.

Eastern Curlews, Karratha. Photo by Lou 
Leidwinger
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Although the numbers of other waders were not counted, it 
was	noted	that	their	numbers	fluctuated	widely	during	the	
counting period indicating general movements of the birds 
around the region. Particularly interesting were the numbers 
of	Oriental	Pratincoles,	as	their	numbers	fluctuated	from	zero	
to the hundreds.

There are plans related to the mining industry to make 
major alterations to the areas around Nickol Bay, such as 
proposed deep water ports, coastal mining operations, 
housing developments and the like. These measures will 
likely impact negatively on the coastal environment for both 
migrant and resident waders. More research is critically 
needed so necessary environmental input can be applied to 
these projects.

Lou Leidwinger

LORNA GLEN BIRD BANDING 
ExPEDITION, APRIL 2013

The Department of Parks and Wildlife (DPaW, formerly DEC) 
manages the former Lorna Glen and Earaheedy pastoral 
leases north-east of Wiluna as conservation reserves. 
Catching and banding birds at Lorna Glen will contribute to 
DPaW’s long term aim of monitoring plants and animals on 
the reserves to determine the effectiveness of management 
actions. The banding project complements the work already 
done by DPaW to create a feral free environment where our 
native animals can survive as they would have done before 
the introduction of feral cats and foxes and before large 
herbivores such as cattle and camels trampled and grazed 
sensitive ecosystems.

Earlier this year, the banding project was set up to allow bird 
researchers to come to Lorna Glen Research Station and 
use the facilities to study arid zone bird species. Very little is 
known about many of these species.

The project is registered to use leg bands issued by the 
Australian Bird and Bat Banding Scheme (ABBBS) and adds 
data to the current national database on avifauna. The 
ABBBS compiles the data gathered by bird banders which 
can be accessed by researchers across Australia and the 
world to improve the conservation of both Australian resident 
and migratory species of birds.

Once caught, birds are banded with 
a uniquely numbered leg band, 
morphometric measurements are taken as 
well as information on sex, age, condition 
and breeding status. The re-capture of 
banded birds gives researchers information 
on breeding habits, movements, longevity, 
territory requirements, etc.

On 17 April 2013, James Sansom and 
I, with the help of Global Gypsies Eco-
volunteers, set up mist nets to kick off 
the project. The trip saw banding at four 
separate sites on Lorna Glen over nine 
days, with nets open for over 120 hours 
during the day and the night.

The netting effort was rewarded with 
the banding of 342 individual birds of 35 
species.	Individuals	of	at	least	five	of	these	

species	were	identified	as	having	a	brood	patch,	indicating	
they were either sitting on eggs or young at the time. We 
also	caught	a	young	Horsfield’s	Bronze-cuckoo	that	was	
being raised by a group of much smaller but busy White-
winged Fairy-wrens.

Western Bowerbirds and Bourke’s Parrots were targeted to 
begin the colour banding side of the project. Colour bands 
enable	birds	to	be	identified	in	the	field	without	the	need	to	
re-capture them.

Some highlights of the trip included catching and banding 
three species of bird for which there is no recovery data in 
the ABBBS database. These are the Slaty-backed Thornbill, 
Spotted Nightjar and Western Bowerbird. These species will 
be	targeted	next	trip	so	we	can	help	to	fill	in	the	knowledge	
gaps about these birds. Another highlight was the banding 
of a couple of Black-tailed Native-hens; this species has 
been turning up in the Perth Metropolitan area of late, in an 
irruption from the arid zone.

The Eco-volunteers were all enthusiastic and willing to learn 
the complexities of accurately identifying, sexing and ageing 
birds. After their introduction to bird banding most were 
able to accurately identify, sex and age the common species, 
using tell-tale features such as buff tips to the primary wing 
coverts, plumage differences or bill colouration.

The DPaW requests that anyone going to Lorna Glen report 
sightings of colour banded birds. For more information about 
the bird banding project at Lorna Glen and expressions of 
interest to assist in future banding trips please contact Neil 
Hamilton via email neil.hamilton@dpaw.wa.gov.au.

The DPaW would like to thank everyone who has helped to 
set-up the Lorna Glen bird banding research project.

Mark Blythman

THE LONG-TOED STINT IN WESTERN 
AUSTRALIA

The Long-toed Stint (Calidris subminuta) is one of our 
smallest shore birds – at only 25-30 g, it weighs less than 

the Red-necked Stint. It is also one of the 
waders about which little is known. The 
exact breeding range is not well established 
and migration patterns are still unclear.

The Long-toed Stint breeds across central 
and eastern Siberia in a wide variety of 
arctic and boreal habitats ranging from 
marshy clearings to mountain tundra. On 
migration, we know that Long-toed Stint 
follow the east coast of Asia and move 
through Taiwan and Brunei. Most Long-toed 
Stints winter in South East Asia and the 
Philippines (Hayman et al. 1991).

Distribution

In Australia, Long-toed Stints are most 
numerous in Western Australia though 
sightings are made throughout Australia, 
in particular Victoria and South Australia. 
They visit the western and northern parts 

Members’ contributions, ctd

Long-toed Stint. Photo by 
Frank O’Connor
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of Australia in small numbers and are recognised as 
a regular summer visitor. Records from the Atlas of 
Australian Birds show that Long-toed Stints traverse 
Australia’s inland regions on migration and start 
arriving in August (Blakers et al. 1985).

Habitat

In Australia Long-toed Stint like the muddy fringes 
of freshwater habitats, like the drying ephemeral 
lakes on the Swan Coastal Plain. There are numerous 
descriptions of their habitat in Western Australia and 
many mention similar components. At Karakin (Gingin) 
Long-toed Stints were usually seen in shallow water 
or on wet mud with short grass or small tussocks of 
rush. At Lake McLarty they were found feeding in wet 
mud or shallow water with clumps of low rush or tall 
rush. Long-toed Stints prefer the grassy margins of 
Lake McLarty when available earlier in the season. In 
saline environments Long–toed Stints are not often 
seen	on	exposed	mudflats	and	are	mainly	flushed	from	
areas of stunted samphire in or near shallow water. In 
fresh water environments Long–toed Stints are more 
often seen away from cover but they frequently hide 
or feed in short rush or grass in or near shallow water 
(Jaensch 1988). The preferred habitat in Western 
Australia is fresh water lakes. Known locations are 
shown in Table 1. Some of the places where they 
were previously found have since been developed or 
become overgrown with Typha.

Behaviour and identification

There are some behavioural indicators that make it 
easier	to	identify	Long–toed	Stints.	When	flushed,	
Long-toed Stints display behaviour that is similar to 
snipe. Flushed at a short distance they will shoot high 
into	the	sky	with	fluttery	wing	beats	and	then	drop	
back to the ground, close to where they alighted. This 
style	of	flying	has	been	described	as	bat	like	with	jerky	
beats.

Long-toed Stints will often hide behind tufts  of grass 
or little sprigs of samphire and when they become 
alarmed will stand upright with an extended neck, 
which gives the impression of a long neck and of a 
bird that is curious and looking around. This behaviour 
tends to make the bird look bigger than it actually is. 
Long-toed Stints are more often seen crouched in a 
depression or standing behind short cover (eg, tuft) 
than feeding. When feeding, it runs busily and is seen 
less often in the open than the Red-necked Stint. The 
call	is	a	fine	high	pitched	trilling	“treep-treep-treep”	
or “tseet-tseet” repeated rapidly after taking off. Its 
calls have been compared with the short bursts from a 
bicycle bell, such as “trring”.

Long-toed Stints are like miniature Sharp-tailed 
Sandpipers, even though the Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 
averages more than 60% larger in total length 
(Hayman et al. 1991). Their plumage is similar to that 
of the Sharp-tailed Sandpiper. Long-toed Stints can 
be	found	feeding	with	flocks	of	Red-necked	Stints	and	
Sharp-tailed Sandpipers.

Long-toed Stints are darker and browner than Red-
necked Stints and always have a complete collar or 
necklace	of	fine	dark	streaks	which	manifests	as	a	
distinct	grey	breast	band.	Their	bill	is	finer	than	that	
of the Red-necked Stint, is drooped at the tip and may 
show a pale yellowish base.

Table 1. Locations where Long-toed Stints have been recorded 
in the south-west of Western Australia, 1981-2012. HC = 
highest count. Data sourced from Australian Wader Study 
Group, Western Australian Bird Notes, RAOU waterbird counts 
1981-85 and from individual observers.

Location Year HC Shire
Albany, Lower King 1988 3 Albany
Alfred Cove 1982 5 Melville, Perth
Amarillo Pool 1992 66 Rockingham
Baylemup Lake, Esperance 1988 4 Esperance
Benger Swamp 1982 3 Harvey
Broadwater 2006 30 Busselton
Cooloongup Lake 1990 1 Rockingham
Corackin Swamp 2002 1 Katanning
Coyrecup 2006 1 Katanning
Crackers Swamp 1985 1 Dandaragan
Creery Wetlands 2001 2 Murray
Dumbleyung Lake 1986 2 Dumbleyung
Floreat Waters 2010 3 Cambridge, Perth
Forrestdale Lake 1981 80 Armadale, Perth
Liddelow swamp, Banjup 1992 4 Armadale, Perth
Gore Lake 1984 1 Esperance
Guraga Lake, Gingin 1985 10 Dandaragan
Gwelup Lake 2012 1 Stirling, Perth
Herdsman Lake 1981 24 Stirling, Perth
Jandabup Lake 1984 10 Wanneroo, Perth
Joondalup Lake 2012 2 Joondalup, Perth
Karakin Lakes 1981 10 Gingin
Kogolup Lake 1991 45 Cockburn, Perth
Korup Swamp 1991 5 Stirling Ranges
McLarty Lake 1992 96 Murray
Marapana Deer Park 1988 12 Rockingham
Mealup Lake 3 Murray
Morley Beach 2003 1 Denmark
Nairns 2000 2 Murray
Nambeelup settlement ponds 2012 14 Murray
Namming Nature Reserve 1985 1 Dandaragan
Norring Lake 2007 2 Wagin
North Gibbs Road 1991 6 West Arthur
Owingup Swamp 1988 7 Denmark
Serpentine River Pools 1988 12 Murray
Spectacles 1991 1 Kwinana
Preston Lake 2007 1 Waroona
Rottnest Island 2009 4 Perth
Tordit-Gurrup Lagoon 2009 1 Manjimup
Thomson’s Lake 1991 20 Cockburn, Perth
Vasse-Wonnerup Estuary 1988 49 Busselton
Wagin Lake 2010 2 Wagin
Warden Lake 1985 1 Esperance
Yangebup Lake 1982 15 Cockburn, Perth
Yellilup Swamp 1986 7 Jerramungup
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Long-toed Stints 
have pale olive-
green or olive-yellow 
legs which are a 
reliable	identifier.	
Red-necked Stints 
and Little Stints have 
dark legs. The toes of 
the Long–toed Stint 
extend just outside 
the	tail	when	it	flies.	
Long-toed Stints are 
probably overlooked 
and might be more 
common than 
realised.

South-western 
Australia

The best time of 
the year to observe 
the Long-toed Stint 
in SW WA coincides 
with the seasonal 
availability of their 
preferred habitat. 
That is when the 
ephemeral lakes 
start drying out and 
present suitable 
muddy fringes with 
some growth. Long-
toed Stints have 
been described as 
transient by nature 
and don’t seem to 
remain in any one 
spot for lengthy 
periods. Long-toed 
Stint observations 
in the south-west 
start to build up 
in November and 
peak over the 
summer months of 
December, January and February (Figure 1). There 
are still a considerable number of sightings made 
during March, but by April sightings have reduced 
and very few sightings are made during the months 
of May to September (Figure 1). There is a large 
number of records for Lake McLarty and the same 
pattern is evident for this site.
In	the	1980s	and	1990s	small	flocks	of	Long-toed	
Stints were seen at Amarillo Pool on the Serpentine 
River, Forrestdale Lake, Thomson’s Lake and Kogolup 
Lake. These were favoured sites. The Nambeelup  
settlement ponds seem to be the location of choice 
in recent years. Unfortunately these are not readily 
accessible to observers.

At Lake McLarty Long-toed Stints are seen most years 
though not in the same numbers as was the case in 
the 1980s and early 1990s (Figure 2). Recent records 
show a general decline in numbers at Lake McLarty 
and this trend is consistent with other local areas.
Roger Jaensch surveyed 400 wetlands in south-
western Australia from 1980-81 to 1986-87. He 
concluded that the average annual number of Long-
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Figure 1. Reported sightings by month of Long-toed Stints in south-west Western Australia 
(n = 270).

Figure 2. Highest annual counts of Long-toed Stints at Lake McLarty, Western Australia, 1982-
2013.

Location Habitat Highest count Annual 
Average

Jandabup Lake Fresh-brackish 10 5
Herdsman Lake Fresh-brackish 24 10
Yangebup Lake Fresh-brackish 25 10
Thomson’s lake Fresh-brackish 11 4
Forrestdale Lake Fresh-brackish 80 23
Peel Inlet Tidal estuary 8 3
McLarty Lake Fresh-brackish 60 48
Vasse-Wonnerup Saline lake 49 35

Table 2.  Counts of Long-toed Stints at important wetlands 
for this species in south-western Australia, 1980-1 to 1986-7. 
The ‘Highest count’ is the highest number counted in any RAOU 
survey 1981-2 to 1986-7. The annual average is the sum of the 
highest numbers counted in each year divided by years in the 
period 1981-2 to 1986-7 in which intensive surveys of waders 
were made (data from Jaensch 1988).
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toed Stints counted in south-western Australia was 143 
birds. At least 125 birds were present in 1985-86 and he 
made an allowance for movement.
The average highest counts (across years) of numbers 
of Long-toed Stints counted each year at the important 
wetlands in the period 1980-81 to 1986-87 are shown in 
Table 2 (data from Jaensch 1988).
Present counts are not as comprehensive; nor do they cover 
the same range of wetlands as covered during the 1980-
1987	surveys.	The	wetlands	that	figured	prominently	in	the	
1980-1987 surveys are no longer the prime locations for the 
Long-toed Stint. This could be due to reduced rainfall and 
the premature drying out of ephemeral lakes on the Swan 
Coastal Plain and the encroachment of typha which can 
reduce and eliminate suitable habitat.
In recent times, the Long-toed Stint in the south-west seems 
to occur in lower numbers (Figure 3) and at less sites than 
previously.

North-western 
Australia

The number of 
records found for 
the north-west (77) 
was less than for the 
south-west (270).

Observations show 
that Long-toed 
Stint sightings peak 
earlier in the north-
west. Months with 
the most sightings 
are October, 
November and 
December (Figure 
4). There are a 
number of inland 
sightings from 
places like Lake 
Argyle, Canning 
Stock Route, Lake 
Gregory and Wiluna.

Around Broome, 
Long-toed Stints 
have been recorded 
in small numbers 
at Lake Eda and at 
the Roebuck Plains 
artesian bores. The 
highest count of 
Long-toed Stints 
counted in the 
north-west (35) 
was on Roebuck 
Plains. These higher 
counts are a recent 
phenomenon and 
were obtained 
during the Australian 
shorebird population 
counts for 2009-
2010 (Scholten et al. 
2012) and may be 
due to better survey 
coverage than an 
actual increase.

The sewage ponds at Carnarvon, Port Hedland, Karratha, 
Broome, Derby and Kununurra are all sites where Long-toed 
Stints have been recorded. The second highest count in 
Western Australia comes from the Carnarvon region, where 
94 were sighted in February 1981. There has only been one 
flag	recovery	of	a	Long-toed	Stint	which	was	flagged	at	an	
inland lagoon near Broome and reported in Malaysia (Sabah) 
in September 2006.

Records from the north-west show that Long-toed Stint 
numbers start building up from August onwards and peak 
in November and then taper off towards February and show 
a small increase in sightings in March (Figure 4). There 
are very few sightings in late autumn and over the winter 
months (May, June, July).

The reduction in north-west sightings from December 
onwards corresponds with an increase in the sightings in the 
south-west, suggesting the likely movement of Long-toed 
Stints from north to south.
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Figure 4. Number of sightings by month for Long-toed Stints in north-west Western Australia 
(n=77).

Figure 3. Highest annual counts of Long-toed Stints in the south-west of Western Australia 
1981-2012 (excluding Lake McLarty)
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Marcus Singor

THE WORLD’S MOST MYSTERIOUS 
BIRD … WHAT’S GOING ON?

Just last year, the Smithsonian magazine listed the Night 
Parrot at the top of their list of the world’s most mysterious 
birds.	So	it’s	no	surprise	that	the	recent	finding	of	Night	
Parrots in western Queensland by John Young, and his 
success	in	getting	the	first	ever	photographs	and	video	
footage of a live bird, has caused quite a stir.

The type specimen of the Night Parrot was obtained near Mt 
Farmer, in the Murchison region of Western Australia, during 
the Austin exploring expedition in 1854. Since then, there 
have been scattered reports from across the arid zone, from 
the southern Kimberley southwards, and east as far as the 
eastern Lake Eyre basin, in south-west Queensland. Some of 
these reports have come from Western Australia, including 
the widely known report from near the FMG mining operation 
adjacent to the Fortescue Marsh, made by Rob Davis and 
Brendan Metcalf (Davis and Metcalf 2008). Most recent 
reports have been from arid WA and from SW Queensland.

What has made the recent Queensland report particularly 
exciting	is	that	John	Young	is	the	first	person	for	more	than	
a century who has been able to relocate a Night Parrot after 
his initial sighting. All other recent attempts have failed to 
achieve this — for example, John Blyth and Walter Boles 
were unable to relocate birds that had been reported from 
the western deserts in the 1990s (Blyth et al. 1997), Mike 
Bamford	and	others	have	been	unable	to	find	concrete	
evidence of the persistence of the bird near the Fortescue 
Marsh, despite a series of dedicated searches by skilled 
observers, and similar searches by Department of Parks 
and Wildlife (formerly DEC) personnel have not been able to 
relocate birds reported from the Wiluna area in recent years.

Why	has	the	species	been	so	difficult	to	relocate	after	initial	
sightings? This continues to be one of the mysteries, but 
there are several possible explanations. There are two 
obvious explanations that many people have thought of. 
First, some of the reports, while seemingly convincing, 
may have been cases of mistaken identity. Second, like 
many other arid zone birds, Night Parrots might be highly 
mobile, and had simply moved on. To add to the mystery, 
though, John Young’s observations suggest a third possible 
explanation: as well as being highly cryptic, Night Parrots 
seem to be shy, and averse to human presence. He has 

found	it	very	difficult	to	detect	the	birds,	even	when	he	has	
been sure of their presence. In one way, this may be a good 
thing — it may mean that they are also predator averse, 
which would be a big advantage for a ground-dwelling 
bird of this size, and which would be expected to be highly 
susceptible to predation by feral cats.

So, we come to the crunch: Night Parrots live in truly remote 
areas; there has not been one known place where they can 
be reliably seen; until now nobody alive has ever shown 
anyone else a Night Parrot; and, last but not least, the bird’s 
colour	pattern	is	complex	and	difficult	to	describe	such	as	to	
differentiate it from other birds (see also Joseph et al. 2010). 
For these reasons, Night Parrots are rightly considered the 
world’s most mysterious bird.

Where do we go from here? For the moment, John Young 
has decided to withhold the details of the location of the 
Queensland site, other than saying that it is in the Lake 
Eyre Basin in Queensland, and that it is an area with old-
growth spinifex (Triodia). The aim of withholding the location 
details is to allow research on the birds while they are 
still there, and before they might be unduly disturbed by 
human presence. Another exciting feature of John Young’s 
work is that he has been able to get recordings of some 
Night Parrot calls. Because broadcast (‘playback’) of the 
calls can apparently cause distress to the birds, at least 
when they are nesting, he has been reluctant to release 
copies of the calls in the fear that they might disturb other 
individuals. However, it is hoped that more vocalisations 
can be recorded, effects evaluated, and that other calls will 
become available in due course, particularly for survey work 
for conservation purposes and for environmental impact 
assessment studies.

Fortunately, John Young’s team has been seeking advice on 
site management and research from a range of ecologists 
who have been involved in Night Parrot research and arid 
zone conservation management, such as Steve Murphy, and 
has also been in contact with several people in WA who have 
an interest in Night Parrot research and survey. An urgent 
priority is to determine how best to survey for the species. 
Previous attempts to do this have been hampered by the 
lack of a known population where alternative techniques 
can be evaluated. Other priorities are to secure the site by 
managing introduced predators and protecting the area 
from	fire.	It	will	be	helpful	also	to	describe	the	site	in	detail,	
particularly in terms of its vegetation, soil type, position in 
the	landscape	and	fire	and	grazing	history.	For	our	part,	with	
colleagues Steve Murphy and Bill Venables, we have tried 
to analyse existing records of Night Parrots to get smarter 
about where we look for the birds and when in relation to 
climatic	events	and	flowering	and	seeding	cycles	of	relevant	
plants such as spinifex. Together with data from John 
Young’s site, we hope that this will assist other observers to 
locate further populations of this enigmatic species.
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Crossword No. 16
CLUES

Across
1. Usual location of an Eastern Osprey’s nest.
3. Kelp Gull has a red one on lower mandible only.
5. Beach scavengers.
8. Streaks.
11. Sanderlings prefer this part of the water to feed.
12. Small V-shaped marks.
14. Parrots can do major damage to this when netting.
15. Sounds glamorous but this gull is really grey and 

white.
17. The outer end, away from the centre of the body.
18. Variant in colour form of a species.
19. Northern river, feeding a dam now enjoyed by birds.
23. Most birds breed only once in this period.
24. Presumably woodswallows are this by nature.
27. Large bird of prey.
28. Sudden increase in occurrence of species.

Down
1. An Australian Hobby may cause this among doves.
2. Useful extra when birdwatching.
4.	 You	may	find	pratincoles	on	these	flat,	dry	areas.
6. Linear distance.
7. Fleshy protuberance on cheek or feet.
8. Iridescent patch on duck’s wing.
9.	 Hard	to	find!
10. Not migratory or nomadic.
13. Possible state of footwear after visiting a wetland.
15. Having shimmering spots in plumage.
16. Written record of an excursion.
20. A Hooded Plover may choose to nest beside this.
21. Sometimes known as whalebirds.
22. An attempt to smuggle birds may end up here.
25. May change a petrel’s direction of travel.
26. Sharp growth on leg.

by Pam Agar

BLACK-FACED CUCKOO-SHRIKE 
COURTING

On 2 August, on a piece of bush beside my house in 
Gooseberry Hill, Kalamunda, I watched two Black-faced 
Cuckoo-shrikes perched on adjoining branches and 
repeatedly	flapping	their	wings	up	to	the	vertical	(not	just	
the	ordinary	shuffle	on	alighting),	whilst	calling	loudly.	A	
nearby third bird was presumably a female, with the two 
excited birds (probably males) in a courting display. I 
failed to see which was eventually successful but at least 
it gave hope that the species will continue to frequent my 
garden. They have been part of the scenery there for years.

Brian Wilson

Members’ contributions, ctd
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See page 46 for Answers

Carnamah, Inering Hills
3.5 hours drive north of Perth

Purpose built modern one bedroom self contained studio/
cottage on working farm with fine views over the granite 
rocks. Wheatbelt and transitional woodland birds. Linen  
supplied. Guided visit to key sites included.

2 nights, 2-3 people $275.00.
Other options for accommodation may be available. Please ask.
For more details + photos:

Pauline.Wittwer@bigpond.com 
or 0428 674 074. Farm: 9951 1225.

Members of BirdLife WA and Land for Wildlife.
Your well behaved dog is welcome.
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Great Western Woodlands surveys

Notices

Friday 27 September to Thursday 
3 October: Spring in 

the Great Western Woodlands
Spring has sprung again in the Great Western Woodlands 
and large numbers of species will be breeding and taking 
advantage of flowering events in the huge number of 
eucalypts present in the Woodlands. A total of 115 species 
were recorded during the spring surveys in the region last 
year.

We’ll be conducting bird surveys in small groups consisting 
of a leader and participants at a number of locations across 
the region, including Helena and Aurora Range, Credo 
Station, Jilbadji Nature Reserve, Cave Hill area, Peak Charles, 
Fraser Range Station, the Trans Railway Line and Dundas 
Nature Reserve. Sites vary in accommodation options and 
accessibility. In most (but not all) locations a 4WD is required 
and volunteers will need to be self-sufficient. Survey dates 
are flexible and please also contact Liz if you are interested in 
future surveys but are unable to make the upcoming dates.

To register your interest, email Liz Fox liz.fox@birdlife.org.au 
or phone on 0427 947 009 or 9287 2716. 

For members and the general public.

Organiser: Liz Fox

Summer surveys in 
the Great Western Woodlands

When identifying priority conservation areas it is important 
that we know where the birds go and what resources 
they rely on when the going gets tough. And it doesn’t get 
much tougher than summer in the Woodlands. Despite the 
conditions, last year’s summer survey was the only one in 
which we recorded Purple-crowned Lorikeets breeding – vital 
information for looking after a species that has declined 
significantly in the adjacent wheatbelt.

There is no set date for this year’s summer survey as it will 
depend on the weather, with surveys only taking place when 
the temperatures are cooler and there are no fire warnings in 
place. If you are interested in heading out to the woodlands 
between December and February, contact Liz to find out more 
details.

To register your interest, email Liz Fox liz.fox@birdlife.org.au 
or phone on 0427 947 009 or 9287 2716. 

For members and the general public.

Organiser: Liz Fox

Darlington Arts Festival 
 – this is an important and well attended event in the area.

First weekend of November
A volunteer needed to organise this great fun weekend

This involves:

	 Organising enough volunteers to have three on the roster during each shift.

	 Invite bird carers to bring birds for display

	 Collect all necessary items, display boards, items for sale, information sheets, cash 
box	etc,	from	the	office	by	the	Friday	morning.

	 Unload and set up either Friday afternoon or Saturday morning, by 8.45

	 Record all items sold

	 Promote BirdLife by chatting, answering queries and encouraging new membership

	 Partly dismantle on Saturday evening, cover and protect. Take home cashbox.

	 Set up again on Sunday morning. Dismantle and pack up late on Sunday afternoon.

	 Financial reckoning

	 Return	all	items	and	cash	to	the	BirdLife	Office	during	the	week.

If you would like to volunteer for this event which gives the organisation great publicity 
and much needed funds, contact Stella Stewart-Wynne (stwynne@bigpond.net.au) 

or Sue Mather (suzannemather@bigpond.com).
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Notices, ctd
Sunday 15 December

BAWA Christmas barbecue

The annual Christmas barbecue this year 
will be held as usual at Peregrine House, at 

about 6:00 pm, on the lawn at the rear of the 
building.

Bring your own food and drink, and chairs 
if possible.

All members welcome.

SIGHTINGS WANTED: Rock Parrots
Research is being undertaken to determine the population 
size of Rock Parrots on Rottnest Island.
Rock Parrots have been individually colour marked with a leg 
band on their left leg and will be regularly monitored (see 
colour photo, p46).
The Rock Parrots generally forage on the ground, feeding on 
plants and seeds.
Public support and sightings are needed for the success of 
this project.

Please report – Date, Time, Location, Number of Birds 
and Band Colour to Mark Blythman or James Sansom at: 

boldparkbirdbanding@hotmail.com

Starlings in the Kimberley
A Common (European) Starling was recently 
seen about 30 km east of Broome. This species 
is a serious pest in eastern Australia.

Observers are urged to look out for starlings in 
the Kimberley.

Any starlings seen anywhere in Western 
Australia should be reported to the Department 

of Agriculture and Food’s Pest and Disease 
Information Service on freecall 1800 084 881.

Christmas shutdown
Our Peregrine House office will be closed from 
Thursday 19 December 2013, reopening on 
Monday  6 January 2014

BirdLife WA 2014 Calendar
After the success of the 2013 calendar we are 
pleased to present the BIGGER 2014 BirdLife WA 
calendar. All photographs by BirdLife WA members.
Cost: $10 each at office or $12 if posted.
You can order online http://www.birdlife.org.au/
locations/birdlife-western-australia or from the office 
9383 7749 using direct deposit or cheque payment. 
Or over the counter by cash or cheque.

All profits aid the BirdLife WA 
Australasian Bittern Project.
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Eyre Bird Observatory
Events coming soon

Notices, ctd

Donations and bequests to 
BirdLife Western Australia

The Western Australian Branch is aiming to be in the 
financial position to support conservation work through 
projects, particularly aimed at threatened species. With the 
decline in government funding, support for this work through 
donations and bequests is one way this aim can be realised in 
the future.
Tax deductible donations, specifically for BirdLife Western 
Australia, can be made to BirdLife Western Australia through 
our office at Peregrine House. A tax deductible receipt will be 
issued.
If the donation is being made as a direct deposit in the 
BirdLife Western Australia bank account, it is important to 
signify who it is from and for this purpose.
Donations will then be held in an account so that they 
can be accounted for through the national office each 
year in accordance with the Federal Taxation Department 
requirements.
Such donations, unless specified by the donor for a particular 
purpose, will be used to assist in meeting the objectives of 
the organisation. The details of this will be decided by the 
Executive Committee, guided by the finance policy of the 
branch.
Bequests can also be made specifically for the branch with the 
same process.

Suzanne Mather, Chair, BirdLife Western Australia

COMBINED CHARITIES' CARD 
SHOP

Trading in the foyer, Westpac Bank
109 St George's Tce, Perth
(corner of William Street)

Monday - Friday
From 2 September - 20 December:

10.00 am - 3.00 pm

The Combined Charities' Card Shop is looking for volunteers 
to help sell Christmas cards. Around 20 charities benefit from 
the sale of these cards, including BirdLife Western Australia.

Anyone interested in volunteering can contact Valerie 
Hemsley: e-mail: themsley@iinet.net.au or on 08 9364 6573

FIELD TECHNIQUES IN 
BIRD STUDIES 
$560 for 6 nights
Arriving Sunday 24 
November — departing 
Saturday 
30 November 2013 — 
Facilitated by Stephen 
Davies and Tegan 
Douglas 
One of our longest 
running courses and 
always well attended. 
On this course you learn 
a variety of methods 
to study birds and be 
introduced to a range 
of census techniques. 
You will also be assisted 
with	bird	identification	
skills, encouraged to 
participate in bird banding 
and take part in on-going 
recording procedures at 
the observatory. Course 
limited to 8 participants. 
This course is always fully 
booked so be quick. To 
book your place contact 
Tegan Douglas on (08) 
9293 0882
There are grants available 
for undergraduates from 
BirdLife WA.

STUDYING REPTILES - 
$560 for 6 nights
Arriving Sunday 8 
December 2013 — 
departing Saturday 
14 December 2013 
— facilitated by Donna 
Simmons and Joe Porter
The course will take 
interested people out and 
show them how to set up 
pit-fall traps of different 
designs and funnel 
traps. We will also be 
carrying out opportunistic 
sampling. Traps will be 
checked twice daily and 
any reptiles found will 
be weighed, measured, 
identified	and	marked	
before being released. 
Participants will each 
have the opportunity to 
process the reptiles and 
we will go through the 
dichotomous keys for 
each family to learn how 
to identify the reptiles that 
are caught.
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Country branches
ALBANY BRANCH

CAPE TO CAPE BIRD GROUP

June 2013 outing
A dry day was forecast and 18 of us set off for Kambellup. 
The bush was extremely dry, and the creek was drier than 
we had ever seen it. We then drove further up the Chester 
Pass Road to Syred Road, where the bird life was a bit more 
prolific.	We	saw	some	good	bushbirds	and	ended	up	with	a	
count of 40.

Liz and Charlie Davies
July 2013 outing

In spite of the appalling weather, 11 of us met up and drove 
to Millbrook Road near the Upper King Hall. It was very 
cold and windy, but we had a good walk through the bush, 
and the rain kept off till midday. We saw a few bushbirds, 
including	a	nice	flock	of	eight	Red-tailed	Black-Cockatoos,	
and some interesting plants were pointed out to us by Ray 
Garstone. We then drove to the Prideaux Road, where we 

found a few more birds before the rain set in and we went 
home for lunch! Altogether we saw 23 bird species.

Liz and Charlie Davies

Future outings
Excursions will take place on Tuesday 10 September, 8 
October, 12 November and 10 December. Weekend outings 
are scheduled for Sunday, 22 September and Saturday, 19 
October. More details about destinations, where to meet, etc, 
will be made available on BAWA e-news. You can also check 
the Albany Bird Group’s website:
http://sites.google.com/site/albanybirds/Home
Excursion leaders will be either Ray Garstone (PH: 9844 
7540), Brad Kneebone (PH: 9845 2233) or Anne Bondin 
(PH: 9844 1793). Feel free to contact any us for further 
information.

Program
Sunday 8 September: Half-day excursion, East 
Witchcliffe Shire Reserve
Meet at 8.30 am at marker 258 on Rowe Road, half-way 
between Mill Road and Wickham Road, East Witchcliffe. 
We will be conducting 2ha, 20 minute Atlas surveys. The 
observations, combined with previous bird and plant surveys 
will be collated as a report to assist the Shire of Augusta-
Margaret River to manage this 50 ha parcel of Jarrah-Marri 
forest. This excursion has been included in the Department 
of Parks and Wildlife’s Bushcare’s Major Day Out, as an 
opportunity for members of the public to learn about 
birdwatching and surveying. Bring along morning tea. 
This excursion is for BirdLife Australia members and the 
general public. 
Leader: Boyd Wykes

Sunday 22 September: First year anniversary meeting 
and walk – Cape to Cape Bird Group
Join us at Druid’s Hall, Bussell Highway, Witchcliffe at 1:00 
pm	for	a	meeting	and	cup	of	tea	to	celebrate	the	first	
anniversary of the Cape to Cape Bird Group. After a short 
recap of the year and discussion on plans for the future, 
everyone is welcome to drive down Davis Road, just south of 
Witchcliffe, for a two hour forest walk into a 2000 ha tract of 
Unallocated Crown Land.

Monday 14 October: Meeting – Druid’s Hall, Bussell 
Highway, Witchcliffe
7:00 pm – Peter Lane, well-known local geologist and 
author	of	the	definitive	book	on	the	geology	of	WA’s	national	
parks, will describe the Capes’ geology and geological 
history. Through an understanding of our region’s geological 
formation and the geology of our current bird habitats, Peter 
will arm us with essential tools for understanding the ecology 
of our region, adding depth to our group’s enjoyment of 
birdwatching and support for conservation.

Sunday 20 October: Half-day excursion – Hardy Inlet, 
Augusta – Bird photography
Meet at 8:30 am at the car park opposite Colour Patch 
(where Albany Terrace turns right). There are several 

locations within easy walking distance, including the inlet 
and	nearby	Karri	forest,	for	us	to	find	and	photograph	birds	
and share ideas. Swap your binoculars for your camera on 
this informal outing. Bring along morning tea. 
This excursion is for BirdLife Australia members and the 
general public. 
Leader: Christine Wilder

Sunday 10 November to Wednesday 13 November: 
Campout – Workman/Barrabup Pools, Nannup
Our	group’s	first	campout	will	take	us	into	the	heart	of	the	
extensive forest bordering the east of the Capes. We will 
camp at the excellent DPaW facilities at the old logging 
settlement of Barrabup Timber Mill at Workman Pool and 
explore the forest and riverine habitats of nearby Barrabup 
Pool and the tramway along St John’s Brook to Cambray 
Siding. The location is off Mowen Road, 9 km from Nannup. 
Detailed directions will be provided to participants. 
Cost is $7 per person per night ($5 senior concession). There 
are six camp sites around a loop road, several of which could 
fit	more	than	one	tent	if	required.	Small	vans	can	fit	into	
several	of	the	sites.	Each	site	has	a	fireplace	and	tables.	
There is one toilet block. No power available. Participants will 
need to provide their own gas cooking facilities. Firewood is 
provided but will depend on conditions at the time, mainly 
restricted to 6:00 pm to 10:00 am. Both pools are suitable 
for swimming. No pets please. 
Please notify Boyd Wykes at majyx@iinet.net.au of your 
intention to attend as bookings are essential. Although not 
reserved, most camp sites should be available given our 
weekday planning. Numbers will be limited to a maximum 
of 18, but determined by the site requirements of those who 
book	first,	with	extras	placed	on	a	waiting	list.	Staying	the	
full three nights is optional. 
This campout is for BirdLife Australia members and the 
general public. 
Leader: Boyd Wykes

Monday 25 November: Meeting – Druid’s Hall, Bussell 
Highway, Witchclifffe
7:00 pm – Bernie Masters of the Busselton Naturalists Club 
will talk about ‘Management of Vasse-Wonnerup Estuaries 
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for Waterbirds’. This will be a highly informative presentation 
based on Bernie’s lifetime interest in understanding and 
conserving the natural values of this region.

Saturday 11 January 2014: Half-day excursion – 
Vasse-Wonnerup Estuaries
Meet at 8:00 am on Tuart Drive, 300 metres on the 
Busselton side of the Layman Road roundabout, at the gate 
next to the Abba River. From here there will be a 2 km 
return walk to the Vasse Estuary. With any luck we will get 
stunning views of a variety of waterbirds in large numbers. 
Time permitting, we intend to drive on to the bird hide near 
Wonnerup House to check for birds and have morning tea. 
This excursion is for BirdLife Australia members and the 
general public. 
Leader: Bernie Masters
For details on any of the above please contact Christine 
Wilder on cwilderone@yahoo.com.au or Boyd Wykes on 
majyx@iinet.net.au.

Excursion reports
East Witchcliffe Shire Reserve
Following	a	magnificently	wet	break	of	season,	the	six	of	us	
who turned out for a Saturday morning exploration of Shire 
Reserve 22644, East Witchcliffe on 11 May were treated to a 
delightful encounter with 27 species of forest birds.
The showers held off while we brushed up on the 
methodology of 2 ha-20 minute Atlas surveying, which 
we then put into practice in teams of three. The resulting 
two surveys have now contributed to the BirdLife Australia 
national data set. The A Team led by Christine Wilder 
were pretty chuffed to record eight species including close 
encounters with two Emus on the path and two Red-tailed 
Black-Cockatoos feeding in Jarrah. My B Team was equally 
pleased with our nine species which included Varied Sittella 
and Red-eared Firetail. Following morning tea, we explored 
a rehabilitated gravel pit area which included a variety 
of non-local trees and shrub species. Attracted by some 
flowering	species	and	perhaps	by	more	insect	activity	in	the	
less	shaded	understorey,	we	stood	transfixed	as	a	suite	of	
bushland species fed around us at extremely close quarters. 
One of a pair of Western Yellow Robins was intent on using 
Roger as a vertical perch from which to peruse the ground 
for prey.
As well as developing our Atlassing skills, our visit was an 
opportunity to provide the shire’s dedicated environment 
officer,	John	McKinney,	with	information	about	the	values	
of this little studied 50 ha reserve and any management 
advice.	My	first	impressions	when	checking	the	site	out	in	
late summer were not encouraging. But now thoroughly 
revitalised by the autumn rains, I can report that the site has 
some high quality Marri-Jarrah forest, with more than usual 
representation of mature Jarrahs, and a plentiful supply of 
nest holes of all sizes for bird and mammal nesting.
Jane Scott, our in-house plant expert, observed that the 
understorey on grey sands over the laterite, supported one 
of the less common vegetation communities with a high 
species richness. Although the reserve is relatively small, 
it abuts some excellent stream vegetation on private land 
and has vegetated linkages to more extensive forest reserve 
to the east. Fire management appears to be appropriate, 
with the southern portion having been burnt separately 
(about three years ago) and to the north (eight years or 
more	ago).	The	southern	section	is	significantly	degraded,	
with large areas from which sand has been extracted, weed 
invasion along tracks and associated with old rubbish dump, 

especially Tree Lucerne, and areas of plant death that is 
likely dieback. These issues are probably too extensive to be 
tackled by the shire within realistic budget constraints and 
priorities but the dieback is down slope of the forest that is 
currently little disturbed and such vegetation can be highly 
resistant to weed invasion.
In conclusion, we all felt that a return visit in spring would 
be well worthwhile and meantime, several of the group were 
keen to join Jane on a separate occasion to compile a plant 
list.

Boyd Wykes

Darch Brook Foreshore – 15 June
It was a cold but gloriously sunny winter morning with 
seven of us braving the 5°C temperature. Darch Brook is 
immediately to the south-east of Margaret River and winds 
its way through recent housing estates. The trip started 
with a walk through lovely Jarrah and Marri forest, which 
unfortunately is also scheduled to be developed for housing. 
Our walk then followed the brook in both directions, skirting 
the housing estates.
The expected woodland birds were initially very scarce 
in the cold conditions, but were more in evidence as the 
day warmed up. A total of 28 species were seen with the 
unexpected Emu and White-necked Heron. The highlight 
of	the	woodland	birdwatching	was	a	mixed	flock	including	
Yellow-rumped Thornbill, Western Spinebill and great views 
of Spotted Pardalote.
Our thanks to Christine for leading the outing, and to Boyd 
for his informed and at times challenging input.

Roger Cornes

Cape Leeuwin Lighthouse
The winter seabird excursion certainly brought in 
birdwatchers from afar, but no such luck with the seabirds. 
Despite scheduling a late start to allow the morning sun to 
penetrate, a freezing easterly greeted our group of 11 as we 
gathered in the Leeuwin Lighthouse car park at 10:00 am. A 
total of 14 species was seen during the morning. Additional 
to our regular coastal species, our only genuine sea-farer 
was the Australasian Gannet. Of these, we had good views 
and were able to distinguish immatures, intermediates and 
adults, noting that all of the birds seen in WA are likely to 
have their breeding base in New Zealand, from where there 
is a westward dispersal by non-breeding birds and by adults 
in winter. We speculated that the dearth of seabirds may 
have been just due to the off-shore wind of the day or a 
wider issue related to the high ocean temperatures that have 
persisted	well	into	winter	this	year	and	may	be	affecting	fish	
migration.

We did have other bird and wildlife compensations — close 
but	fleeting	views	of	Southern	Emu-wrens,	excellent	views	
of a pair of Rock Parrots and good views of an Australian Fur 
Seal plus Hump-backed Whales blowing and breaching in the 
distance.

Many thanks to the lighthouse personnel who let our group 
through as locals, free of charge, and for the lovely hot 
refreshments at the café where we retreated after braving 
the winds at the headland. It was great to chat with the 
visiting birdwatchers from Safety Bay, Eaton and Esperance, 
although the conversation was somewhat disrupted by a 
Nankeen Kestrel hunting in clear view of our table and sitting 
obligingly for photographs.

Boyd Wykes
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May

After previously cancelling ‘Hang onto your feathers’, due 
to bad weather, it was with relief that the new date dawned 
clear and warm. The event took place along the public walk-
way	around	Lake	Wheatfield	and	alarmingly	there	did	not	
seem to be a bird in sight on our arrival. However, at 10 am 
the members of EBOG and South Coast NRM were ready 
and Security Gate No. 1 was ready for receiving guests. 
After being cleared by security and being made aware of 
shoe hygiene and dieback problems in the surrounding 
area, guests encountered another seven gates along the 
‘flyway’.	The	gates	included	a	laboratory	for	water	testing,	
an art exhibition centred on the wetlands, the Hoodie Rap 

and Hoodie quiz, bird origami, a puppet show depicting the 
migration of the Red-necked Stint called ‘Cal, The Wonder 
Bird from Siberia’ and some quality birdwatching in the hide 
(see photo, p4).

To our immense relief the birds appeared in numbers for the 
event and by 2:00 pm we waved our last guests farewell. 
The day was declared a great success and the most asked 
question now is “Will this become a regular event?” Many 
people also reported that they had learned an enormous 
amount about birds and the wetlands and that they had no 
concept of the wonders right here in our own hinterland.

Dale Johnson

Country branches, ctd
ESPERANCE BRANCH

MYALUP BRANCH

Excursion to Stirling Dam and Don Watts’ property

The sun was shining as we set off from the meeting point, 
though the air was a bit chilly. We did not see a lot of birds 
at the lookout and picnic site at the dam but had better 
sightings at the clearing above the dam wall where we had 
morning tea.

We	then	set	off	for	Don's	high	country	home	and	
vineyard. We enjoyed our lunch on the verandah, taking 
in the wonderful view. Don was, as always, a gracious 
and informative host. After listening to his tales we would 
not have been surprised to see a wild boar come charging 
around the house or encounter the resident python hanging 
around.

Many thanks to Don for his hospitality. Birds seen at Stirling 
Dam and Don Watts’ home and vineyard included Grey 
Butcherbird, White-browed Scrub Wren, Australian Raven, 
New	Holland	Honeyeater,	Pacific	Black	Duck,	White-necked	
Heron, White-breasted Robin, Western Rosella, Splendid 
Fairy-wren, Australian Wood Duck, Scarlet Robin, Dusky 
Woodswallow, Inland Thornbill, Australian Magpie, Common 
Bronzewing, Elegant Parrot, Red-winged Fairy-wren, 
Laughing Kookaburra, Grey Fantail, Wedge-tailed Eagle, 
Golden Whistler, white-tailed black-cockatoo and Silvereye.

Thanks to all the organisers. A great day was had by all.

Errol Harwood

Excursion, Lake Brockman (Logue Brook Dam), 
21 July

The AGM was conducted with suitable decorum and integrity 
with only one or two minor discrepancies. We can only echo 
Judy's	sentiments	that	the	MBO	group	have	a	great	time	
together in the pursuit of birds, whatever the outcome.
Having initially gathered at the cafe to hold the very formal 
and rigorous AGM we left the cafe for a short while and 
drove to the dam wall where the only birds seen were 
Australian Ringnecks. A few more birds were seen around 
the dam and on the drive back to the cafe where we had a 
most enjoyable and leisurely lunch. Additional birds were 
seen by several members on their way home.
The	birds	seen	were	Australian	Ringneck	(‘28s’),	Pacific	Black	
Duck, Scarlet Robin, Grey Fantail, Australian Raven, White-

necked Heron, Straw-necked Ibis, Australian White Ibis, 
Crested Pigeon, Willy Wagtail, White-breasted Robin and 
White-faced Heron.
Attendees: Margaret Jones, Beryl Fleming, Edith Whelan, 
Philippa Beckerling, Elaine France, Tony France and Judy 
Bonomelli

Margaret Jones

White-hecked Heron with a 
Banjo frog, Harrisdale Reserve. 
Photo by Barry Heinrich
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ASCOT WATERS, 
18 APRIL

Fifteen birders met at Ascot Waters for 
a mid week excursion that included the 
circular path around the revegetated area, 
the morning tea spot on another pond, then 
over to the east side in mature eucalypts. 
Of the 47 species seen, 23 were shorebirds 
including Black-tailed Native-hen and Buff-
banded Rail. The 24 species of bushbirds 
seen included good views of White-cheeked 
Honeyeater, Rufous Whistler and the ever 
reliable Australasian Pipit on the grassed 
area.

Sue Abbotts

QUAALUP HOMESTEAD, ANZAC DAY 
CAMPOUT 25-28 APRIL
On Thursday morning we went on a local walk around 
Quaalup	Homestead	which	boasts	“the	only	labeled	flora	
walk in Fitzgerald National Park.” Only a few plants were 
flowering,	including	Possum	Banksia	(Banksia baueri), 
Chittock (Lambertia inermis) much loved by Western 
Spinebills, and an occasional orchid. The Tawny-crowned 
Honeyeater was common and Western Whipbird, Southern 
Scrub-robin and Fan-tailed Cuckoo were very vocal with 
Blue-breasted Fairy-wren seen in the gully. After crossing 
the dry river bed we continued along the Ridge Walk to a 
highpoint overlooking the Gairdner River for impressive 
views.

In the afternoon we drove to nearby Gordon Inlet with a 
deteriorating, very sandy track near the sandbar. Crested 
Tern,	Red-capped	Plover	and	small	flock	of	Sanderlings	
were seen on the beach, and an occasional Australasian 
Gannet and Flesh-footed Shearwater seen out to sea. One 
highlight was seeing the temporary red star picket fence, 
with signage, to protect what had been a breeding Fairy 
Tern colony. Congratulations to Bremer Bay locals for this 
vital conservation effort. Later, overlooking the inlet we had 
‘scope views of Black Swan, Red-necked Avocet and a raft 
of about 500 Banded Stilts. As clouds rolled in and the sky 
darkened dramatically a very dark ‘grey’ falcon provided a 
frisson of excitement before becoming brown!

On Friday we went into Bremer Bay using the short cut via 
the sandbar (18 km vs 48 km) and here we met Ann Gadsby 
beside another of her temporary fences. This one was aimed 
at	protecting	Hooded	Plovers	from	vehicle	traffic	along	
the estuary edges, and successfully, too. We walked along 
the foreshore towards the dunes hoping for Rock Parrots. 
Suddenly, they just walked out from behind the dunes 
towards	us	to	feed	primarily	on	the	yellow	flower	heads	of	
Beach Daisy, where to every one’s delight, especially the 
photographers, they just kept coming towards us.

We then went further down the estuary near a homemade 
jetty	where	we	all	had	excellent	views	of	a	‘significantly	
displaced’ Eastern Yellow Wagtail (spotted by Sue during the 
‘recce’ several days earlier) on the muddy edge, near several 
Black-fronted Dotterels. Later it rested for a long time on a 
bare branch above the water. Numbers of roosting Nankeen 
Night Herons were also present.

After morning tea we went to the airstrip 
about 3 km away. We walked along the 
perimeter fence surrounding the airstrip 
and even at 11.30 am successfully, though 
not easily, found Southern Emu-wren and 
Rufous Fieldwren in the unburnt heath 
land. Back in town, the only freshwater 
lake around Bremer Bay, not on private 
property, is behind the local council depot. 
Here Restless Flycatcher, nesting darter, 
Little Black and Little Pied Cormorants, 
Yellow-billed Spoonbill, various ducks, Fan-
tailed Cuckoo and Red-capped Parrot were 
seen. A pair of Eastern Osprey had recently 
taken up residence on the Telstra tower in 
town. A BBQ that evening rounded off a 
stellar day.

Saturday dawned bright and sunny but very soon 
deteriorated. Before heading to Point Ann, we made a 
brief stop at the Gairdner River crossing on Pabelup Road 
for	Sacred	Kingfisher,	Hoary-headed	Grebe,	Musk	Duck,	
Little Black Cormorant, Welcome Swallow with evidence of 
nesting under the culvert and Crested Bellbird heard. Once 
in Fitzgerald National Park it started to rain. In promising 
habitat no Shy Heathwren was seen or heard. Despite 
heavy rain at St Mary’s Inlet a few saw Hooded Plover and 
Australian Shelduck but morning tea overlooking the whale 
watching platform at Point Ann was miserable.

On Sunday very heavy rain around dawn forced many into a 
premature, wet pack up. Four determined birders walked in 
some	private	bush	adjacent	to	the	camp	site	and	flushed	a	
Malleefowl, two Tawny Frogmouths, had extensive views of a 
Crested Shrike-tit, Western Yellow Robin, Red-eared Firetail, 
White-browed Babbler and Fan-tailed Cuckoo. Overall 34 
people attended and 120 species were seen. Thanks to Sue 
Abbotts for her preparation and knowledge, making this a 
wonderful campout.

Xenia Dennett

Hooded Plover sign, Quaalup (see also pp47 and 
48). Photo by Xenia Dennett

White-cheeked 
Honeyeater, Ascot Waters. 
Photo by Barry Heinrich
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ALBANY PELAGIC TRIP , 
SATURDAY 4 MAY

This was an excellent trip — 11 tube-nose species were 
seen, but it was the skuas and terns that provided the 
major highlights with three South Polar Skuas, a breeding 
plumaged Arctic Tern, and at least one Long-tailed Jaeger 
seen.

We left Emu Point a little after 0700 and were surprised 
to	pick	up	our	first	true	seabird	immediately	—	a	Flesh-
footed	Shearwater	flying	around	the	boat	harbour.	As	we	
crossed King George Sound we picked many more Flesh-
footed Shearwaters, along with the usual 
Australasian Gannets. A few people also saw 
a single Brown Skua. We passed through the 
heads, but albatross took a while to appear, 
the	first	being	a	Shy	Albatross	seen	briefly	
in the wake, heading east. This was followed 
by	the	first	Indian	Yellow-nosed	Albatross,	
and several adult Black-browed Albatross 
began following the boat, while Flesh-footed 
Shearwaters were ever present. As we 
approached	the	shelf,	the	first	Wilson’s	and	
White-faced Storm-Petrels were also seen.

We stopped the boat in about 600 m of 
water at the continental shelf edge and 
started to chum. We were immediately 
joined by several adult Black-browed 
Albatross and the usual Flesh-footed 
Shearwaters. Wilson’s Storm-Petrels started 
gathering	to	feed	in	the	slick,	and	the	first	
confirmed	Great-winged	Petrel	made	a	pass.	
The odd White-faced Storm-Petrel could be 
seen with the Wilson’s in the slick, and an immature Shy 
Albatross	made	an	appearance.	The	first	excitement	came	
when	a	skua	flew	over	the	boat.	It	hung	around	for	a	while,	
but stayed frustratingly away from the boat. Nonetheless, 
the general opinion was that it was a South Polar Skua, 
which	has	since	been	confirmed	from	photos.

The skipper alerted us that we had drifted into shallower 
water, so we moved deeper again, stopping the boat when 
another skua made an appearance. This bird was darker than 
the	first,	but	still	another	South	Polar	Skua.	Unfortunately	it	
did not hang around. The number of Black-browed Albatross 
around the boat grew to seven, mostly adults, while the odd 
Shy Albatross was also seen along with the usual Indian 
Yellow-nosed Albatrosses. One of the Shy Albatrosses was 
an	adult	with	enough	yellow	in	the	bill	to	confirm	it	was	a	
Tasmanian bird. Then the shout went out for a Wandering 
Albatross, which came in from the port side and crossed the 
bow	but	did	not	hang	around.	Identification	of	this	complex	
is always tricky but the general consensus was that Gibson’s 
Albatross was the most likely candidate. A Northern Giant-
Petrel	also	made	a	pass	but	did	not	stay,	and	the	first	Soft-
plumaged Petrel was also seen.

We	repositioned	for	a	final	time,	heading	out	to	800	m	of	
water. The birds here were similar until a tern was called off 
the stern. Fortunately, it made several close passes over the 
boat,	allowing	identification	as	an	Arctic	Tern	in	full	breeding	
plumage. Another South Polar Skua (the palest individual 
yet)	also	made	a	few	circuits,	and	a	jaeger	flew	in	from	the	
port side. After some debate, the consensus was that it was 
a	Long-tailed	Jaeger,	a	first	for	WA	pelagic	trips.	Presumable	
the same bird reappeared on the ocean not long afterwards. 

Then an intermediate morph Soft-plumaged Petrel appeared 
in the slick. Black-browed Albatross remained around the 
boat, but were joined by an adult Campbell Albatross to 
round out a successful trip.

The return trip was relatively smooth and uneventful; the 
only sightings of note were more Black-browed Albatross just 
outside the heads, and a Brown Skua in the same area. We 
docked at approximately 1630. As always, many thanks go 
to all the participants, and to Tony and Fred from Spinners 
Charters.

Postscript: A photograph by Darryl Jones revealed that we 
missed a Black-bellied Storm-Petrel amongst the Wilson’s 
Storm-Petrels.

Species list [Total count (Maximum no. 
seen at one time)]

Wandering Albatross [prob. Gibson’s] 1 (1)
Indian Yellow-nosed Albatross 20 (8)
Black-browed Albatross 14 (7)
Campbell Albatross 1 (1)
Shy Albatross 4 (1)
Northern Giant-Petrel 1 (1)
Great-winged Petrel 12 (6)
Soft-plumaged Petrel 2 (1) — 1 intermediate 
morph
Flesh-footed Shearwater 500 (100)
Wilson’s Storm-Petrel 120 (25)
White-faced Storm-Petrel 12 (1)
Black-bellied Storm-Petrel 1 (1) – only 
identified from photos post-trip
Brown Skua 2 (1)
SOUTH POLAR SKUA 3 (1)
Long-tailed Jaeger 3 (1)
Arctic Tern 1 (1) — breeding plumage
Australasian Gannet 18 (3)

John Graff

ALBANY PELAGIC TRIP, 
SUNDAY 5 MAY

Following on from a successful Saturday trip, this was 
another excellent trip with at least 13 tube-nose species 
recorded, highlighted by a pair of Sooty Albatross and at 
least one Black-bellied Storm-Petrel, along with another 
South Polar Skua.

We left Emu Point shortly after 0700, picking up a Nankeen 
Night-Heron in the harbour as we left. Once again, there 
were Flesh-footed Shearwaters well inside King George 
Sound, along with the customary Australasian Gannets 
and	Brown	Skua.	As	we	cleared	the	heads,	the	first	Indian	
Yellow-nosed Albatross was seen, followed shortly afterwards 
by a Black-browed Albatross. Up to three Black-browed 
Albatross were seen at one time, and one bird was seen 
well	enough	by	several	people	to	be	identified	as	a	Campbell	
Albatross. After an initial albatross burst, a long period 
of	inactivity	followed,	punctuated	by	the	first	White-faced	
Storm-Petrel and two possible Little Shearwaters. Shortly 
before	we	reached	the	shelf,	the	first	Shy	Albatross	made	an	
appearance	in	the	wake,	and	the	first	Wilson’s	Storm-Petrel	
was also seen.

We stopped the boat at 1000 m depth in a similar area to 
the Saturday trip. Before we had even deployed the chum, 

Arctic Tern, Albany (see 
also front cover, pp9 
and p34). Photo by Dan 
Mantle



Page 34 Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 147 September 2013

Excursion reports, ctd
the	first	Soft-plumaged	Petrel	made	an	appearance,	and	
an immature Black-browed Albatross landed at the back of 
the boat with the Flesh-footed Shearwaters. We deployed 
the chum, and several Indian Yellow-nosed Albatrosses 
arrived, along with Wilson’s and White-faced Storm-Petrel 
and	the	first	Great-winged	Petrel.	A	young	Shy	Albatross	also	
arrived.	The	first	major	excitement	came	when	a	Wandering	
Albatross suddenly appeared in the wake, but unfortunately 
did not stay long. A Northern Giant-Petrel then arrived 
from the port side and made a pass, but again did not stay 
long. A second individual appeared shortly afterwards and 
hung around for longer. Then the skipper spotted a young 
Wandering Albatross crossing the bow, which hung around 
for a while, at one point landing in the slick well away from 
the boat. However, the major highlight was still to come, 
when the call went out for a Sooty Albatross which made a 
pass on the port side and continued on to the west. Before 
it was out of sight, the call went out for a second Sooty 
Albatross, this one also coming from behind the boat but 
passing	along	the	starboard	side	before	following	the	first	
bird off to the west. The excitement was only just dying 
down when a Black-bellied Storm-Petrel appeared amongst 
a group of Wilson’s Storm-Petrels just off the stern. It only 
made a brief pass, but a short while later it (or another) 
reappeared off the stern and gave slightly longer views as it 
flew	across	the	stern	then	back	up	the	slick.	The	number	of	
Wilson’s Storm-Petrels in the slick had also grown to at least 
53.

We had again drifted a reasonable distance, so we travelled 
back up to the start of our slick and stopped again. Most of 

the species already 
seen were present. 
The	first	excitement	
came from a South 
Polar Skua, paler 
than any of the 
three seen on the 
Saturday trip, which 
hung around at the 
back of the boat for 
some time harassing 
the shearwaters. 
Another two 
Wandering Albatross 
made passes, along 
with another Shy 
Albatross, and a 
Campbell Albatross 

made a pass and settled on the water in front of the boat. A 
Blue Shark also made an appearance at the back of the boat.

We started the return journey just before 1400, with a brief 
stop for the crew to try to catch themselves dinner, without 
success! The trip back did not add any new species, but 
several Black-browed Albatross were again encountered 
close to the heads, along with a single Campbell Albatross. 
A	flock	of	20	Australasian	Gannets	were	seen	on	the	
water inside King George Sound, and a few Flesh-footed 
Shearwaters followed us across the sound almost to the 
harbour, where we docked at approximately 1630. Once 
again, many thanks go to all the participants, and to Tony 
and Fred from Spinners Charters.

Species list [Total count (Maximum no. seen at one 
time)]

Wandering Albatross [sp] 4 (1)
Indian Yellow-nosed Albatross 18 (6)
Black-browed Albatross 10 (3)

Campbell Albatross 3 (1)
Shy Albatross 4 (2)
SOOTY ALBATROSS 2 (2)
Northern Giant-Petrel 2 (1)
Great-winged Petrel 12 (6)
Soft-plumaged Petrel 8 (2)
Flesh-footed Shearwater 250 (45)
Wilson’s Storm-Petrel 250 (53)
White-faced Storm-Petrel 15 (4)
Black-bellied Storm-Petrel 1 (1)
Brown Skua 4 (1)
SOUTH POLAR SKUA 1 (1)
Australasian Gannet 32 (20)
Blue Shark 1 (1)

John Graff

ERIC SINGLETON BIRD RESERVE, 
5 MAY

Fifteen members attended this excursion on a mild, partly 
cloudy autumn morning. This area is comparatively small 
as birding venues go but has some varied habitats including 
a lake, a brook, thick reed beds, the nearby Swan River 
and the surrounding bush with some tall eucalypts. Add to 
this some wide open spaces which produced good views of 
Australasian Pipits and Black-fronted Dotterels and most 
metropolitan birders would agree that this site ‘ain’t too bad’.

The highlight of the day was a Freckled Duck but a much 
more common bird, a Crested Tern, nearly stole the show 
when	it	decided	to	dive	for	a	small	fish	almost	at	our	feet	as	
we stood on the riverbank. A total of 56 species was seen 
with the surprising absence of any Galahs. The nearest thing 
we could rustle up was a Galah/Corella hybrid, a ‘Garella’ 
(see photo, p2); well, that’s what I call it anyway! 

Peter White

ASCOT WATERS PHOTOGROUP, 
18 MAY

A select group of BirdLife photographers gathered at this 
wetland which shows considerable promise as a site for 
birders and especially bird photographers. A good number 
of both waterbirds and bushbirds were seen with the 
highlight being a Little Grassbird out in the open, but some 
distance away. Some photographers had a chance to test 
their	reflexes	by	trying	to	photograph	the	bird	before	it	
flew	to	cover.	Amongst	the	bushbirds	perhaps	the	most	
interesting sightings were the Spotted Pardalotes. These, 
and the Striated Pardalotes which were also present, are a 
challenging subject for photographers because of their small 
size and quick movements. See photos, pp38 and 47.

At morning tea we had a look at some of the results on a 
laptop computer. During this an Australasian Darter dried its 
wings in the sun nearby, causing a few members to clamber 
around the rocks to get a good shot.

Ian Wallace

South Polar Skua, Albany. 
Photo by Dan Mantle
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TOMATO LAKE, KEWDALE, 21 MAY

A good weekday attendance, including two new members, 
met at this permanent lake in pleasant surroundings. The 
weather cooperated and a walk of about two kilometres 
resulted in a count of 45 species. This included nine 
waterfowl and a nice collection of bushbirds. Standouts 
were the Mistletoebird (see photos, pp41 and 48), Spotted 
Pardalote, Western Wattlebirds and very close views of 
Nankeen Night-Heron. Both Red-tailed and Carnaby’s 
Black-Cockatoos	flew	over.	Notable	by	their	absence	were	
shorebirds which in the previous week had included Black-
winged Stilt and Black-fronted and Red-kneed Dotterels.

Ian Wallace

LEN HOWARD CONSERVATION   
PARK, MANDURAH, 25 MAY

Fourteen members and one visitor met on a crisp sunny 
morning and many species of birds were seen almost in 
the car park, Australian Pied Oystercatcher being the most 
special and unconcerned by the attention received. Little 
Black Cormorants were in constant motion during our walk, 
gathering	nesting	material,	depositing	it	and	then	flying	off	
for more. All the cormorants were seen and Australasian 
Darter. There were only a few species of ducks in the water, 
but two male Chestnut Teals made up for it. Two grebe 
species were present.
Bushbirds were plentiful – Western Gerygone, both 
pardalotes were heard, along with Inland Thornbill, Splendid 
Fairy-wren	and	Weebill.	A	Sacred	Kingfisher	was	seen	at	the	
boardwalk. A Little Egret was sighted along with an Eastern 
Great Egret, Australian White Ibis and White-faced Heron.

There were views of Red-capped Parrot and Australian 
Ringneck and a few were fortunate enough to get a quick 
glimpse of three Regent Parrots. A White-backed Swallow 
was reported and Caspian and Crested Terns were also 
present.

After morning tea and Len Howard Park bird count of 61, 
most of us drove to Erskine Lakes, topping up the bird count 
with another nine species. These were Glossy Ibis, two more 
duck species, Yellow-billed Spoonbill and a Grey Currawong 
heard several times after being seen earlier in the day. 
Tree Martin, Buff-banded Rail and Australian Reed-Warbler 
brought the day’s total up to 71.

A big thank you to the members who carried around their 
telescopes and then made them available to other members. 
Thanks to Clive Nealon for helping with the walk.

Claire Gerrish

DRYANDRA CAMPOUT, 1-3 JUNE

A wet and muddy drive to Dryandra on Thursday, but we 
were promised a clear, and even sunny, weekend. It didn’t 
eventuate, with heavy grey clouds most of the time and very 
cold weather, but at least it didn’t rain much. However, the 
weather didn’t dampen the enthusiasm and we ended up 
with the 25 participants having a great weekend.

Jenny and Lynley provided great entertainment setting up 
their	new	caravan.	Everyone	seemed	to	have	their	campfires	
at night to ward off the cold and we even had a ‘disco’ with 
flashing	coloured	lights	(not	BirdLife	members).

David Secomb had organised the birds well. They weren’t 
calling much but we did see a good variety with a sprinkling 
of ‘must see’ birds. The campsite itself had its quota of Red-
capped Robins, Grey Fantails, thornbills, tree-creepers and 
honeyeaters which seemed determined to keep us amused. 
A White-necked Heron, one of the many which seems to 
have invaded Perth in the last few months, was in residence 
on Congelin Dam. Most of us missed out on a group of Bush 
Stone-curlews found near the Arboretum, but the rest of us 
caught up with the resident group of Bush Stone-curlews in 
the village. Unfortunately, David’s legendary powers didn’t 
extend to calling up a Crested Shrike-tit and we missed out 
on that species.

A highlight of the weekend came with an open cleared 
field	next	to	the	reserve.	A	pair	of	Hooded	Robins,	an	out	
of season White-winged Triller, Elegant Parrots, Western 
Rosellas, an Australasian Pipit and hundreds of Dusky 
Woodswallows were all there busily foraging on the 
ground. Particularly eye catching were the several Restless 
Flycatchers also there, hovering over the grass quite close to 
us.

The total count for the weekend was 76 species, a good 
total given the season, the conditions and with few birds 
calling. Thanks to David for organising a great and enjoyable 
weekend.

Andrew Hobbs

Excursion reports, ctd

Australasian Grebe, Erskine 
Lake. Photo by Barry 
Heinrich

The group at Dryandra (see also pp2 and 37). 
Photo by Andrew Hobbs
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THE SPECTACLES, 
2 JUNE

Sixteen bird enthusiasts attended 
the BirdLife Western Australia 
excursion to The Spectacles on 
a cool, partly cloudy morning. 
Flowering banksias attracted 
lots of honeyeaters dominated 
by Western Wattlebirds and New 
Holland Honeyeaters. The swamps 
hadn’t received enough rain to 
hold any water so waterbirds 
were not present, except for a 
lone Purple Swamphen seen from 
the Paperbark Lookout. We did 
see Grey Currawongs in a couple 
of	places	and	found	a	flock	of	at	
least nine Varied Sittellas around 
the northern part of the walking 
trail. Most people had excellent views of a male Scarlet Robin 
to the south-west of the northern wetland. The bird count 
produced 38 bird species. I went for a walk after everyone 
else left and added a couple more.

Barry Heinrich

SERPENTINE NATIONAL PARK, 
8 JUNE

Fourteen members met at Serpentine National Park on an 
overcast and cool morning. Luckily the rain held off and it 
soon warmed up. A total of 40 birds were recorded with 
highlights being Fan-tailed Cuckoo, Elegant Parrot, Western 
Spinebill, White-naped Honeyeater, Golden Whistler and 
many Scarlet Robins. The only raptor recorded was a 
Collared Sparrowhawk. See photos, pp2 and 48.

After morning tea half the group went on to Webbs Lease 
near Jarrahdale where 19 birds were recorded. These 
included four birds not seen at Serpentine: White-breasted 
Robin, Red-winged Fairy Wren, Yellow-rumped Thornbill and 
Grey Currawong. This brought the day’s tally to 44 species.

Robyn Pickering

TOM BATEMAN RESERVE, 13 JUNE

On a chilly morning 13 keen birders turned up for a walk 
around the wetlands and surrounding bush for a total of 41 
species.

There were 16 waterbird and 25 bushbird species, the 
dominant groups being ducks (7), honeyeaters (5) and 
parrots (5).

The outstanding species were 
White-cheeked Honeyeater, 
Crested Pigeon, Black-winged 
Stilt, Black-shouldered Kite and 
finally	a	brief	visit	by	a	Little	
Eagle.

George Agar

FLYNN ROAD, 
MUNDARING, 
15 JUNE

Nineteen members, four of them 
new, braved an extremely cold 
day for our walk. Because it 
was so cold and overcast the 

birds were just quietly feeding in the beautiful Wandoo 
trees and most of the glimpses were of dark brown, 
little birds silhouetted against the grey sky line with the 
exception of the Yellow-plumed Honeyeaters which were 
fluttering	and	calling	to	each	other	and	one	lone	Tawny-
crowned Honeyeater that sang and sang to the delight of 
the members. Tree Martins were busy eating the insects we 
disturbed as we walked through the grass trees and Scarlet 
Robins were the next most common birds followed by the 
Rufous Treecreepers. After lunch we did get good glimpses 
of a Western Rosella and a glorious Western Yellow Robin. All 
were thrilled with our bird count of 42 birds but not with the 
cold.

Lyn Sellers

ELLIS BROOK PHOTOGROUP, 
16 JUNE

A small group of seven photographers, including a new 
member, met in cold conditions and the interesting birds 
that had been seen in previous weeks were reluctant to 
show	themselves,	especially	at	first.	As	the	sun	rose	higher	
over the hill the area warmed up and both conditions for 
photography and the number of birds increased (see photos, 
pp2, 4 and 47). Perhaps future photogroup excursions in this 
location should start later, or even in the afternoon when 
the	birds	are	more	active.	Despite	the	difficulties,	most	of	
the participants were able to get some good shots of some 
interesting species including Western Spinebills and White-
naped Honeyeaters.

Ian Wallace

PIESSE BROOK, 13 JULY

A group of 11 members met at Hummerston Road entrance 
to	Kalamunda	National	Park	at	9	am.	The	weather	was	fine	
on that morning, there had been some recent rain, but the 
winter had been dry for a month before.

Western Wattlebird, The Spectacles. Photo 
by Barry Heinrich
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We used the Schipp Road Walking Trail to enter the park, and 
soon found bushbirds including Splendid Fairy-wrens (the 
males were starting to come into their breeding plumage) 
and we had good sightings of Red-capped Parrots.

We walked on past Rocky Pool exploring a still dry creek bed, 
and there were no new sightings. However, on returning to 
the track a pair of Wedge-tailed Eagles were seen on a dead 
tree on the crest of a ridge.

On our return we were pleased to spot both Golden and 
Rufous Whistlers in the same area. Also, we noticed Galahs 
and Australian Ringnecks starting to nest in the area.

The total of 25 birds was seen on the day.

Sandra West

PEREGRINE HOUSE PHOTOGROUP, 
14 JULY

Twenty members had the opportunity to see and hear 
a very interesting presentation by Simon Nevill about 
his equipment and methods for photographing birds. He 
brought along some of his equipment to demonstrate its 
use. Simon answered a lot of questions and many people 
would have gone away with a much clearer idea of their 
future purchases. One of the most interesting items was a 
flash	zoom	which	allows	some	fill-in	flash	at	a	considerable	
distance from the camera.

Simon also talked about software for editing and cataloguing 
photographs. An interesting discussion ensued and several 
software	packages	were	mentioned.	The	field	is	a	complex	
one and different participants favoured various levels of 
editing effort, with some spending considerable amounts of 
time editing their favourite shots.

During his presentation, Simon described a number of 
techniques and “tricks” that he uses to get better shots of 
the birds. All in all it was a very enjoyable presentation with 
a lot of useful information. The interest of the participants 
was demonstrated by the continual questions that they 
asked both during the presentation and over morning tea 
afterwards. I was glad that I was in attendance on the day.

Ian Wallace

BOLD PARK, CAMBRIDGE, 
21 JULY

Thirteen people turned out on a very cold 
morning, though we soon warmed up walking 
the hills of Bold Park. We covered a circular 
route moving west to views over the ocean 
and then east for views over the city. A 
surprising	number	of	plants	were	flowering	
including banksias and Templetonia (Cockies 
Tongue) putting on a real show. The birds 
were	slow	in	coming	out	but	we	saw	five	
species of honeyeater, the most common 

being White-cheeked Honeyeater. We saw just 27 species of 
bird which included a Little Eagle during bird call.

Sue Abbotts

PARUNA SANCTUARY, 3 AUGUST

An enthusiastic group of 20 BirdLife members met at Paruna 
Sanctuary on a very pleasant morning. A male Carnaby’s 
Black-Cockatoo was seen feeding in a small Marri tree while 
we were waiting to begin the excursion. We were met by 
staff from the Australian Wildlife Conservancy (AWC) and 
formed two survey teams, walking along different trails 
through the sanctuary. Nectar sources were attracting 
several honeyeater species, including Western Wattlebird, 
Brown, New Holland, White-cheeked and Tawny-crowned 
Honeyeaters.

Insectivorous birds included Weebill, Striated and Spotted 
Pardalotes, Scarlet Robin, Grey Fantail and Splendid Fairy-
Wren. Parrots included Australian Ringneck, Red-capped 
Parrot, Galah, Long-billed Corella, Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo 
and Elegant Parrot. Several species were seen investigating 
hollows, including Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo, Elegant Parrot 
and Tree Martin. Three cuckoo species were heard including 
Fan-tailed,	Horsfield’s	Bronze-Cuckoo	and	Shining	Bronze-
Cuckoo.	Recent	rains	had	water	flowing	over	the	spillway	
of the dam where three Eurasian Coots and an Australasian 
Grebe were seen. As we enjoyed the sausage sizzle, a pair of 
Wedge-tailed	Eagles	flew	overhead,	increasing	the	bird	count	
to 41. Many thanks to the AWC staff for their hospitality 
during the survey of Paruna Sanctuary.

Barry Heinrich, co-leader with Robyn Pickering

Excursion reports, ctd

Little Corella, Bold 
Park. Photo by Barry 
Heinrich

Hooded Robin, Dryandra. (see 
report, p35). Photo by Andrew 
Hobbs

Black-winged 
Stilts seen at  
Champion Lakes 
on 17 May. 
Photo by Barry 
Heinrich
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Black Swans, Ascot (see report, p34). Photo 
by Barry Heinrich

Freckled 
Duck, Lake 
Joondalup 
(south) (see 
Observations, 
p6). Photo 
by Keith 
Lightbody

Elegant Parrot 
(top left), Yellow-
plumed Honeyeater 
(top right) and Grey 
Shrike-thrush (left), 
Stirling Range 
Retreat. Photos by 
Barry Heinrich

Scarlet Robin seen 
at Bungendore on 
28 July. Photo by 
Barry Heinrich
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In our short time so far at EBO we’ve gained two new 
sightings for our lifetime bird list: Double-banded 
Plover (common at EBO April to July) and Inland 
Dotterel (an occasional visitor).

The only unusual bird sightings we’ve had so far 
were: White-necked Heron on Kanidal Beach and 
at Crystal Ponds (Cocklebiddy Roadhouse sewage 

ponds) and Red-kneed 
Dotterel on Kanidal 
Beach.

Major Mitchell’s 
Cockatoos have visited 
us most days and 
never fail to amuse 
us with their noisy 
approach and high 
wire antics. We’ve 
had a number of good 
raptor sightings: one 
day a Brown Goshawk 
spent many hours 
sitting patiently (and ? 
hopefully) on top of the 
starling cage; a Brown 

Falcon; and a close-up encounter with a Wedge-tailed Eagle 
on the plains near Cocklebiddy.

Alan and Wendy Pilkington 
Caretakers, June 2013

Course reports
Closing Report Three working bees were carried out, one in 
each of January, March and May 2013. 

The motive was to carry on the work stabilising the sand 
dunes threatening the old Eyre Telegraph Station (Eyre Bird 
Observatory) by revegetating the area with local plants.

To this end, January was devoted to collecting Spinifex 
hirsutus seed and planting directly into the sand. Seeds 
from six other plant species were also collected, shelled, 
cleaned and sorted for further treatment and storage, to 

be planted during the autumn and 
winter sessions.

March and May working bees were 
devoted to collecting seaweed from 
the beach, transporting it up onto 
the dunes and spreading over the 
area planted with spinifex to help 
anchor the seed and reduce sand 
movement.

On	the	final	session	of	these	
working bees, seed of 11 species 
of local plants was mixed with sand 
and broadcast over the entire sea 
weeded area. The seed had been 
collected in January, though most 
during the previous January.

The seed species collected were 
Acacia cyclops, A. anceps, A 

cupularis, A cochlearis, Templetonia, Nitraria, Ridge 
Fruited Mallee, Soap Mallee, Spyridium globulosum, 
Club Rush and Rottnest Island Teatree.
All acacia seed was treated by soaking in boiling water 
for	five	to	ten	minutes,	dried	and	stored.	Some	of	
the mallee and the teatree was mixed with bentonite, 
water added to form a paste and rolled into small 

balls, dried and stored until required. This method was 
suggested	to	stop	the	fine	
seed from blowing away 
and to act as a moisture 
reservoir.
Early results of the January 
spinifex planting appear 
positive as there was 25 
mm rain the day after we 
finished,	with	good	follow	
up showers approximately 
every two to three weeks 
with a germination rate of 
approximately 20%+.
An experiment was 
carried out during the May 
working bee. Cuttings 
from	five	plant	species	were	taken,	dipped	in	a	rooting	gel	
and planted to see if they would take, especially during the 
wetter months. The species tried were Nitraria, Atriplex, 
Cushion Bush, Native Pigface, and an unknown species 
common in the dunes.
Overall results/statistics:
People participating  25 people
People hours worked  537 hours 
Area planted with Spinifex ¾ hectare
Spinifex collected and planted 75 bags
Area covered with seaweed 550 – 650 sqm
Trailer loads of seaweed  35 loads
Distance travelled collecting seed and seaweed 232 km

George and Pam Agar

EYRE BIRD OBSERVATORY

Observatory reports

Red-kneed Dotterel, Eyre. 
Photo by Alan Pilkington

Spinifex shoots after 
January 2013 planting. 
Photo by Pam Agar

Quality of digital photographs
IMPORTANT PLEASE READ!

When submitting photos for use in WABN, please send a 
high quality image, eg, 300 dpi, with a file 
size of at least 500 kb.

It is suggested  that the settings on 
your digital camera be changed to the 
maximum resolution (setting).

Another area that could cause a problem 
is that some e-mail programs automatically reduce the 
file size so these settings could be adjusted to maintain 
the original file size.

When e-mailing images please attach them to an e-mail 
and not embedded in a Word document or in the e-mail 
itself.

White-necked 
Heron at Crystal 
Ponds, Eyre 
(see also p47). 
Photo by Alan 
Pilkingon
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2-8 September: Mount Gibson 
Wildlife Sanctuary survey

Australian Wildlife Conservancy (AWC) 
would like 8-10 volunteers to undertake 
an important bird survey at Mount 
Gibson. The purpose of the surveys 
is to collect important baseline bird 
data within a proposed 6700 hectare 
feral proof fenced area. Ideally four 
teams of three people each would 
undertake the surveys over a 4-5 day 
period. Volunteers need to have some 
experience of identifying dry land birds, 
be able to walk 2 km through thick 
scrub and have an ability to use a GPS. 
About six surveys (three morning and 
three afternoon) of 20 minutes each 
will be carried out each day by each 
team.

The turnoff to Mt Gibson Wildlife 
Sanctuary is 74 km north-east of 
Wubin along the Great Northern 
Highway heading for Paynes Find. The 
homestead is 27 km from the main 
road. Two-wheel-drive vehicles are 
able to get into the sanctuary, but 
four-wheel-drives will be needed when 
moving around. Fill your fuel tank at 
Wubin. It will be warm during the day 
but can get cold at night.

The birdwatching is good for dry 
land species such as Major Mitchell’s 
Cockatoo, Southern Scrub-robin, 
Chestnut and Chestnut-breasted Quail-
thrush, Mulga and Bourke’s Parrot, 
honeyeaters, Redthroat and Malleefowl.

In return AWC will provide an AWC 
staff member for each team to assist 
with navigation to sites, fees will be 
waived for camping facilities and the 
FIVE dongas. They will also provide a 
welcome speech and BBQ, as well as a 
farewell BBQ. Volunteers will be taken 
to THREE other good bird locations on 
Mount Gibson if they wish. You will also 
have the rare opportunity to see the 
endangered Greater Stick-nest Rats 
which are being bred in a feral proof 
enclosure on the Sanctuary.

Members only.

If you are able to assist with this 
survey	please	call	the	office	to	register	
on 9383 7749.

Sunday 8 September: Wungong 
Gorge, Bedfordale 
Half-day excursion

Meet	at	8:30	am	at	the	first	car	park	
for Wungong Dam at the end of Admiral 
Road, off Albany Highway. Over 90 
species of birds have been recorded 
here including Red-eared Firetail, 
White-breasted Robin and Red-winged 
Fairy-wren.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Steve Burns

Thursday 12 September: Alan 
Anderson Park, Walliston 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am at the car park 
near Alan Anderson Park between 
Lawnbrook and Pomeroy Roads, 
Walliston. It is easily accessed from 
Welshpool Road. This is a two-hour 
walk on fairly level terrain, covering 
34 ha. Sixty-four species of birds have 
been counted here.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Maris Lauva

Friday 13 to Monday 16 September 
2013: 
Rottnest Island bushbird count

This is the third of these comprehensive 
surveys of the island’s bushbird 
population	and	is	fulfilling	our	
obligations to the Rottnest Island 
Board under the Memorandum of 
Understanding we have with them. 
We are particularly trying to establish 
the population size and distribution of 
Golden Whistler and Red-capped Robin, 
as both species are used as indicators 
for the health of the reforested and 
remnant sites. By doing this work 
during the breeding season we should 
have a better chance of detecting these 
birds as they should be calling.

The surveys cover 25 bushbird sites 
and will be conducted early am on the 
Saturday and Sunday.

Twenty people will be needed for this 
count. The accommodation is free at 

the Research Station but you need 
to contribute to incidental costs. The 
bunk style accommodation offers 
cooking facilities, refrigerators and 
two bathrooms. There are blankets 
and pillows there. You need to bring 
your own food or buy it on arrival. We 
usually eat in the settlement on the 
Saturday night.

Transport around the island will be 
provided and the Research Station is 
easily accessible by bus or foot. Do 
not book your ferry ticket. These are 
booked in bulk and will be forwarded 
to you by email just prior to departure. 
There is usually some subsidy for 
car parking. The ferry ticket support 
only applies to the Rottnest Ferries 
company, not the ferry service from 
Hillarys.

This is always a fun weekend. If you 
are interested in attending please 
register your name and contact details 
at	the	office	on	9383	7749.

For members only.

Leader: Sue Mather

Saturday 14 September: Liege 
Street Wetlands, Cannington 
Photogroup activity

Meet at 8:30 am at the car park at the 
end of Liege Street, on the right hand 
side by the river’s edge. We will be 
able to photograph a variety of bush 
and waterbirds in convenient locations. 
Birds of interest which may be seen 
include	Sacred	Kingfisher,	Rufous	
Whistler, White-winged Triller, Shining 
Bronze-Cuckoo and Spotless Crake.

We will view some of our images and 
discuss points of interest over morning 
tea.

Toilets and barbecue facilities are 
available in nearby Mason’s Landing 
reserve.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Sandra Wallace

Important note re campouts
Members anticipating attending campouts must notify the BirdLife WA Office (9383 7749) of the number in their party 

and when they will arrive. 
If you are unsure, put your name down as you can always cancel.

An emergency contact number should also be provided in case of accident.

New members
Please let the leaders know that you are a new member and don’t hesitate to ask for assistance with bird sightings.

Coming events
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Coming events, ctd
Sunday 15 September: Bickley 
Brook, Orange Grove 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am in the Hardinge 
Park public car park, Hardinge Road. 
There are a limited number of bays. 
Red-browed Finch, Red-eared Firetail, 
Southern Emu-wren and a reasonable 
range of other bushbirds have been 
recorded on previous excursions to the 
area.

At the conclusion of the walk, 
participants may wish to take 
advantage of the free gas barbecues 
that are provided (from 8:00 am to 
sunset).

For members and the general public.

Leaders: John and Ruth Luyer

Saturday 21 September: Bootine 
Road Nature Reserve, Gingin 
Full-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am at the Bootine Road 
Nature Reserve. The Bootine Road 
turnoff from the Brand Highway is 
well sign-posted, about 100 km north 
of Perth, and is virtually opposite the 
Boonanarring Road turnoff. Travel 8.4 
km along Bootine Road, to reach the 
nature reserve and park in the cleared 
limestone	area	(near	the	first	gate)	on	
the right-hand side of the road before 
crossing the creek.

This reserve has supported up to four 
species of fairy-wrens. The outing 
should provide a reasonably good 
selection of bushbirds, as well as some 
experience in separating fairy-wrens of 
the chestnut-shouldered group.

Because of the popularity of this 
reserve for viewing fairy-wrens and the 
possibility of interfering with breeding, 
please do not use play back to lure 
the birds nearer. It is preferable to use 
recordings to learn the calls of expected 
birds and to check your memory after 
hearing them.

Bring lunch, lots of water and long 
pants or gaiters to protect against 
snakes and grass seeds.

For members and guests only.

Leaders: John and Judy Blyth

Monday 23 September: Bold Park 
Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, 
Floreat 
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm

Liz Fox will be talking on ‘Birds in the 
Great Western Woodlands’.

Friday 27 September to Monday 
30 September: Queen’s Birthday 
campout at Remlap Station, Shire 
of Mount Marshall

Remlap Station is a small sheep station 
that has been destocked since 2001. 
It lies on the boundary between the 
wheatbelt and the drier interior, north-
west of Beacon between Lake Moore 
and Karroun Hill Nature Reserve, and 
straddles the Vermin Proof Fence. The 
area is contained within the western 
end of the Great Western Woodlands 
and has large stands of tall Salmon 
Gums, other eucalypts, Callitris groves 
and Acacia shrubland.

Major Mitchell Cockatoos, Cockatiels, 
Bustards and Malleefowl are seen 
regularly in the area. A survey of 9.5 
square km in 2011 found 95 Malleefowl 
mounds with seven showing recent 
activity. Karroun Hill Reserve (adjacent) 
has	been	classified	as	an	Important	
Bird Area for Malleefowl, Regent 
Parrots, Rufous Treecreepers and 
Western Yellow Robins and these can 
also be found on Remlap. A total of 141 
species have been listed for the local 
area.

The campsite is an open area of 
Salmon Gums a few km off Mouroubra 
road. The station has no facilities and 
everyone will need to be completely 
self	sufficient.	No	campfires	are	
permitted. Travel around the station will 
be by typical, rough station tracks with 
some surrounding and overhanging 
vegetation, and 4WD will be essential. 
However the camping area should be 
accessible by 2WD with good ground 
clearance and by 4WD with camper-
trailers and small caravans.

From Perth travel via the Northam 
bypass, to Goomalling, Wyalkatchem 
and then north through Koorda (last 
fill	up	with	fuel)	to	the	Bonnie	Rock-
Burakin Road. Turn right and continue 
east to Mouroubra Road. Alternatively 

the Mouroubra Road turnoff is 22 km 
west of Beacon (fuel is only available 
Mon to Fri and Sat am). From the 
turnoff, travel 33.5 km north on 
bitumen and then dirt road. Enter 
through the gate (close it afterwards) 
and travel on the sandy track due west 
for 1.6 km. Turn right and travel for 
1 km to the campsite. The route will be 
signposted from the gate on Mouroubra 
Road.

This is a remote area with no facilities. 
The nearest town is Beacon, 60 km 
by road. The nearest 24 hr fuel is at 
Koorda and Bencubbin. Make sure 
you	carry	sufficient	fuel	and	water.	
Participants are urged to bring GPS 
units and UHF radios if they have them 
and a whistle for each person is highly 
recommended.

Numbers will be limited to 25, so those 
wishing	to	attend	please	call	the	office	
(9383 7749) to put your name and 
email/address on the list as usual. 
Further details will be emailed closer to 
the time.

For those interested there will be a 
tag along survey group continuing on 
to nearby Karroun Hill Conservation 
Reserve from 1 to 6 October. Details 
are given in the Notices section.

For members and guests only.

Leaders: Andrew and Jill Hobbs

Sunday 29 September: North Lake, 
North Lake 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am at the car park 
near the north end of Progress Drive. 
Coming from Perth on the Kwinana 
Freeway, take the Farrington Road exit 
going right towards Fremantle. Coming 
from the south, take the South Street 
exit going left towards Fremantle, turn 
left into Murdoch Drive and right into 
Farrington Road. Progress Drive is the 
first	left	after	the	lights	at	Bibra	Drive.

For members and guests only.
Leader: Wynton Maddeford

Sunday 6 October: Queens Park 
Regional Open Space, East 
Cannington 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am at the gate opposite 
261 Station Street, East Cannington, 
halfway between Welshpool Road and 
Luyer Avenue. Station Street is closed 
at many points along its length so enter 
from Welshpool Road or Luyer Avenue.

Blue-billed Duck, Tomato 
Lake (see report, p35). Photo by 
Sandra Wallace
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The Friends of Queens Park Bushland 
will lead us through an area of natural 
Marri/banksia bushland containing a 
modified	watercourse.	The	Friends	have	
recorded nearly 100 bird species in the 
area.

For members and guests only.
Leaders: Collette Bishop and  

the Friends of Queens Park Bushland

Saturday 12 October: Kaarakin 
Black Cockatoo Conservation 
Centre, Martin 
Facility tour

Meet at 10:00 am at Kaarakin Black 
Cockatoo Conservation Centre car park 
at 322 Mills Road East, which is directly 
after coming under the arch.

The BCCC is not open to the public 
and we have an opportunity to have 
a tour of the rehabilitation facilities 
and experience their interactive walk-
through exhibit. The BCCC rescues and 
rehabilitates about 300 black cockatoos 
each year, across all three species 
unique to the south-west of WA— 
Carnaby’s, Baudin’s and Forest Red-tail. 
Those that can’t be released go into a 
-breed for release’ program.

This will be an opportunity to see 
the scale of the centre, learn about 
all aspects of the organisation and 
get up close and personal with some 
cockatoos. The centre also has dingoes, 
and we will take a walk along the 
eco walk trail, taking in some of the 
other habitat issues affecting the 
cockatoos. This will be followed by a 
BBQ from 12:00 – 1:00 pm, held in the 
restaurant overlooking the city.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Phil Digney, General Manager

Sunday 13 October: Herdsman 
Lake, Stirling 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am in the Maurice Hamer 
car park. Turn off Pearson Street into 
Falcon Avenue, then right into Lakeside 

Road. The car park is on the left, 
opposite Heron Place. Over 140 species 
have been recorded here. Bring your 
telescope if you have one.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Andrew Hobbs

Friday 18 to Monday 21 October: 
Western Flora 
via Eneabba 
Campout

Western Flora is situated 22 km north 
of Eneabba and 300 km from Perth on 
Brand Highway. This unique privately 
owned property is renowned for its 
stunning	wildflowers	and	enlightened	
and informed proprietors. There will 
still	be	wildflowers	in	bloom,	birds	
aplenty and, last time, some were lucky 
enough to spot a Malleefowl and small 
native marsupials. In addition there 
will be the opportunity attend one of 
Allan’s	famous	wildflower	walks	(please	
put your name down with Western 
Flora when making your booking) and 
to sample the homemade tucker at 
Lorraine’s Kitchen.

The accommodation options include 
three chalets, eight twin bedrooms, 
three double rooms and two onsite 
caravans, plus plenty of caravan and 
camping sites. There is an undercover 
barbecue area, a well equipped 
camp kitchen and a central ablutions 
block.	It	will	be	wildflower	season,	so	
you will need to book with Western 
Flora directly as soon as possible — 
mentioning that you are part of the 
BirdLife WA contingent — because 
numbers will be limited.

Western Flora’s telephone number is 
9955 2030, email wfloracp@activ8.net.
au, website: http://members.westnet.
com.au/westernflora.tinker/

The	campout	will	begin	with	a	briefing	
on Friday 18 October at 5:00 pm. 
The program will include visits to 
heathlands, woodlands and wetlands in 
the vicinity. A barbecue is planned for 
the Sunday evening after an early bird 
call, it can be self-catered or provided 
by Western Flora by arrangement when 
booking.	The	campout	will	finish	after	
morning tea on Monday 21 October.

Please also register your intention to 
attend	at	the	BirdLife	WA	office	on	
9383 7749.

Members and guests only.

Leader: Darryl James (9414 8939/0407 
197 201/dfjames16@bigpond.com)

Saturday 19 October: Woodman 
Point, Cockburn 
Half day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am in the car park at 
Woodman Point on Jervoise Bay. Turn 
right off Cockburn Road, into O’Kane 
Court, then left into Jervoise Bay Cove 
and almost immediately right into 
Woodman Point Road. Drive to the end 
of the road and take the last left to the 
car park.

We will walk along the beach to 
Woodman Spit and back along the 
other side to Cockburn Cement Jetty 
to look for waders and seabirds. After 
morning tea we may move to a nearby 
location to look for bushbirds in the 
Woodman Point Regional Park where 
there are some large old Tuart trees. 
Over 100 bird species have been 
recorded here. Bring your telescopes.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Robyn Pickering

Sunday 20 October: Dryandra 
Woodlands, Narrogin 
Photogroup activity, day trip or 
camp

Meet at the Old Mill Dam at 9:00 am. 
From Perth take Albany Highway 65.6 
km to North Bannister Roadhouse, 
turn left onto the North Bannister 
Wandering Road and follow this for 27 
km, continue onto Wandering Pingelly 
Road for 19.5 km, continue onto 
Pumphrey Road for 5.3 km, continue 
onto Wandering-Narrogin Road for 16.6 
km and turn right at the Park sign and 
onto Dryandra Road. Continue on the 
gravel road into Tommingley Road, just 
past the village proper. The Old Mill 
Dam is on the left (0.6 km, S32° 47´ 
12” E116° 57´ 55”). Or email Sandra 
for directions wallaces9@hotmail.com

We should get a chance to photograph 
a variety of bushbirds such as 
treecreepers, Jacky Winter, Yellow-
plumed Honeyeater and Blue-breasted 
Fairy-wren. Over an early lunch we can 
share our images on a laptop at one of 
the cottages. Those who stay on might 
like to look for resting Bush Stone-
Curlews in the arboretum, the elusive 
Crested Shrike-Tit or Malleefowl, 
depending upon the recommendations 
of the caretaker.

All accommodation at the village is 
already booked out for Friday and 
Saturday night but the campground 
is available. If you are staying at the 
campground you need to bring your 
own water.

Coming events, ctd

Melanistic pelican, Wellard. 
Photo by Ron Dibbens
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Coming events, ctd
For members and guests only.

Leader: Barry Heinrich

Sunday 27 October: Ellis Brook, 
Gosnells 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am at the corner of 
Gosnells Road and Bygum Lane, Martin. 
We will walk up the steep path to the 
top of the falls which provides great 
views of the Swan Coastal Plain. It 
is a popular area where a variety of 
bushbirds can be seen, some of them 
not often seen near Perth, such as Red-
eared Firetail, Red-winged Fairy-wren, 
and Red-capped and Scarlet Robin.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Steve Burns

Monday 28 October: Bold Park Eco 
Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat 
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm

Dr Amanda Ridley from The University 
of Western Australia will give a talk on 
“Avian research in WA: an overview of 
the activities of a new research group”.

Thursday 31 October: Lake 
Claremont, Swanbourne 
Two-hour excursion

Meet at 7:30 am at the Lake Claremont 
Golf Club car park off Davies Road, 
Claremont. We will look for waterbirds 
and bushbirds around this pleasant 
suburban lake.

For members and the general public.

Leader: David Free and Bruce Haynes

Saturday 2 November: Forrestdale 
Lake 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am at Moore Street car 
park. From Perth, drive down the 
Freeway, turning left into Armadale 
Road. Continue on across Nicholson 
Road, then just over 1 km along turn 
right into Weld Street, then second left 
into Loftus Street and then right into 
Moore Street.

There should be plenty of waterbirds, 
bushbirds and possibly some raptors. 
Over 110 bird species have been 
recorded	here.	The	wildflowers	should	
be good, too.

Bring morning tea, telescopes if you 
have them and rubber boots, as it will 
be muddy.

For members and guests only.

Leader: David James

Saturday 9 November: Collins 
Road, Brookton Highway 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 9:00 am on Collins Road. Park 
on the left hand side of Collins Road 
about 1 km from Brookton Highway. 
The Collins Road turnoff is about 50 km 
from the junction of Brookton Highway 
and Canning Road, on the right hand 
side coming from Perth. We will walk 
through this area of Wandoo woodland 
where 61 species have been recorded. 
This is thought to be the closest 
breeding site to Perth of Blue-breasted 
Fairy-wren. Also this area has an 
abundance of Rufous Treecreepers and 
frequently seen birds include Crested 
Shrike-tit, Restless Flycatcher and 
Western Yellow Robin.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Clive Nealon

Thursday 14 November: Clarkson 
Reserve, Maylands 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park on 
the east side of the tennis courts off 
Clarkson Road. Travelling away from 
the city on Guildford Road, turn right 
into Peninsula Road and follow this until 
you reach a T-junction with Clarkson 
Road. Turn left at the T-junction and 
travel about 200 m along Clarkson 
Road towards the tennis courts and 
turn right to reach the parking area. 
Buff-banded Rail has been seen here 
and it should be quite a pleasant walk 
along the river.

For members and the general public.

Leader: John Luyer

Sunday 17 November: Beermullah 
Lake, Gingin 
Full day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am at the Beermullah 
Road West turnoff, approximately 13 
km north of the Dewar Road turnoff 
into Gingin. This is the northern entry 
to Gingin from the Brand Highway. The 
turnoff is just past the Bootine Road 
turnoff. 

If anyone is late, the turnoff to the 
farm where Beermullah Lake is located 
is 48.2 km up the Brand Highway from 
the turnoff at Great Northern Highway. 
This farm has a site location of 4791, 

which is on a small sign at the top of 
the driveway. Approximately 300 m 
prior to getting to the turnoff there is a 
large farm sign on the left which reads 
‘Cromarty Park’.

Bring lunch and drinks as there are no 
facilities at the lake. Tracks around the 
lake are sound and should be suitable 
to all types of vehicle. Freckled Ducks 
have been seen here in the past and 
there is usually a good selection of 
waterbirds.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Peter White

Saturday 23 November: Thomson’s 
Lake, Cockburn 
Half day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am in the car park on 
Russell Road. From the Kwinana 
Freeway turn west into Russell Road, 
continue approximately 3 km to the car 
park on the right. If you reach Pearse 
Road you have gone too far. There is a 
good variety of bushbirds, waterbirds 
and perhaps a few waders. Over 120 
bird species have been recorded here. 
Bring your telescope (if you have one) 
and rubber boots or old sneakers as it 
will be muddy.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Robyn Pickering

Monday 25 November: Bold Park 
Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, 
Floreat 
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm

Dr Martin Cake from Murdoch 
University will give a talk on “Taxonomy 
controversies”.

Saturday 30 November: Esperance 
Pelagic

Meet at 4:45 am at Taylor St Jetty 
in Esperance for a prompt departure 
(aiming to dock again around 4:30 
pm).	This	is	the	first	trip	organised	off	
Esperance	so	it’s	difficult	to	know	what	
to expect, but we hope to see the usual 
albatrosses, petrels and shearwaters 
and possibly something different for WA 
(Short-tailed Shearwater is a very good 
chance, and Gould’s Petrel have been 
reported from the area previously).

The boat is the 60 foot ‘Southern 
Conquest’, which is slightly larger than 
the boat we use for Hillarys (Perth) 
trips, and can take 30 people to the 
shelf edge. The cost is expected to 
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be $120 per person with a full boat 
of 30 people, increasing if we have 
fewer people (eg, to $140 per person 
with 25 people). If you’re interested, 
please contact John Graff by e-mail at 
jgraff2@hotmail.com (preferred) or 
by phone on 0424 008 179 for more 
information or to reserve a place.

Leader: John Graff

Saturday 30 November: Penguin 
Island, Shoalwater 
Photogroup activity

Meet at the ferry terminal car park 
at 8:30 am to catch the 9:00 am 
ferry. The car park is near the corner 
of Arcadia Drive and Penguin Road 
in Shoalwater. We will photograph 
the pelican rookeries, Bridled Terns, 
Crested and Caspian Terns with young 
and also Pied Cormorants, which have 
a	regular	flight	path	conveniently	close	
to the pier.

Bring your lunch as we will have it 
on the lawn and share images on the 
laptop.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Sandra Wallace

Sunday 1 December: Alfred Cove, 
Melville 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park in Troy 
Park next to the oval, off Burke Drive, 
Attadale. There should be migratory 
waders and waterbirds around the river 
and there are always bushbirds in the 
park. Over 130 bird species have been 
recorded here. Bring your telescope if 
you have one.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Toni Webster

Saturday 7 December: Big Carine 
Lake, Carine 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park off 
Beach Road, Carine. Big Carine Lake 
is part of the Northern Swan Coastal 
Plain IBA for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo. 
Over 90 species have been recorded 
at this lake, including the three ibis, 
Buff-banded Rail, several species of 
duck and various raptors. Bring your 
telescope if you have one.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Clive Nealon

Saturday 7 to Sunday 8 December: 
Twitchathon

Start organising your team of 2 to 5 
people for the 24 hour, 12 hour or arm 
chair Twitchathon!!! More details in the 
September edition of WA Bird Notes.

Sunday 8 December: Bibra Lake, 
Cockburn 
Photogroup activity

Meet at 3:00 pm at the car park 
nearest the jetty/pier off Progress Drive 
(near the corner of Gwilliam Drive) 
on the west side of the lake. We will 
photograph a variety of waterbirds 
and bushbirds such as Splendid Fairy-
wrens. We may share and discuss some 
of our images over a late afternoon tea 
or continue while good light is available 
and post our results and discussion on 
the Flickr website and group email.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Pauline Arnold

Thursday 12 December: Pelican 
Point, Crawley 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am at the gazebo at 
the entrance to the reserve. This 
is to the west of the Mount’s Bay 
Sailing Club, at the end of Australia 
II Drive, off Hackett Drive, Crawley. 
Over 110 species have been recorded 
here. Water levels in the lagoon have 
increased in recent years, and there 
has been some revegetation work in 
the reserve. We will walk through the 
reserve, along the river and through 
adjacent bushland. We will look for 
waterbirds and bushbirds.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Charles Merriam

Saturday 14 December: Lake 
McLarty, Murray 
Full-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am at the gate into 
Lake McLarty Reserve. Travel on the 
Perth-Bunbury Highway past Pinjarra 
Road, turning right into Mills Road and 
continue for approximately 1.7 km 
until you see the white gate on the 
right. Take your lunch, sun hat, insect 
repellent, water and telescopes. Wear 
rubber boots or old shoes as it will be 
muddy.

Lake McLarty is an IBA site for 
migratory waders so there should be a 
variety of waders at the lake, as well 

as many waterbirds and bushbirds. 
Note: this excursion may be moved to 
an alternative venue if water levels are 
unsuitable.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Mike Craig

Sunday 15 December: BLWA 
Christmas barbecue

The annual Christmas barbecue this 
year will be held as usual, at Peregrine 
House, at about 6:00 pm, on the 
lawn at the rear of the building. Bring 
your own food and drink, and chairs if 
possible. BBQ provided.

All members welcome.

Sunday 29 December: Canning 
River Regional Park, Wilson 
Half day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am at the Kent Street 
Weir car park. The walk follows a 5 
km circuit along the Canning River, 
viewing a large selection of bush and 
waterbirds, hopefully with sightings of 
the elusive Spotless Crake. Over 110 
species have been recorded in this 
area.

For members and guests only.

Leaders: George and Pam Agar

Coming events, ctd

Australian Reed-warbler, 
Carine Swamp. Photo by John 
McMullan
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Singing Honeyeater seen at Bull Creek 
on 13 May. Photo by John McMullan
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Western Gerygone seen at Wellard 
Wetlands on 1 May. Photo by Ian 
Wallace

Male Australasian Darter seen at 
Guildford on 6 June. Photo by Ian 
Wallace



Page 46 Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 147 September 2013

 ACROSS
1 high, 3 spot, 5 gulls, 8 striations, 11 edge, 12 chevrons, 
14 mesh, 15 silver, 17 distal, 18 morph, 19 Ord, 23 year, 24 
gregarious, 27 eagle, 28 irruption.

DOWN
1 havoc, 2 hat, 4 plains, 6 length, 7 lobe, 8 speculum, 9 rare, 
10 sedentary, 13 muddy, 15 spangled, 16 report, 20 debris, 21 
prions, 22 court, 25 gale, 26 spur.

Crossword No. 16, 
answers

Calendar of events

Advertising rates in 
Western Australian Bird Notes

(as at 1 May 2013 — subject to change without notice)

Full colour (A4 page size): $200.00 one-off, or
$150.00 per page 
if placed in four 
consecutive issues

Black-and-white: ¼ page: $35.00
½ page: $55.00
A4 page $100.00

2-8 Sep: Mount Gibson Wildlife Sanctuary survey
Sun 8 Sep: Wungong Gorge, Bedfordale, Half-day 

excursion
Thu 12 Sep: Alan Anderson Park, Walliston, Half-day 

excursion
Fri 13 to Mon 16 Sep 2013: Rottnest Island bushbird 

count
Sat 14 Sep: Liege Street Wetlands, Cannington, 

Photogroup activity
Sun 15 Sep: Bickley Brook, Orange Grove, Half-day 

excursion
Sat 21 Sep: Bootine Road Nature Reserve, Gingin, Full-day 

excursion
Mon 23 Sep: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, 

Floreat, Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Fri 27 Sep to Mon 30 Sep: Queen’s Birthday campout at 

Remlap Station, Shire of Mount Marshall
Sun 29 Sep: North Lake, North Lake, Half-day excursion
Sun 6 Oct: Queens Park Regional Open Space, East 

Cannington, Half-day excursion
Sat 12 Oct: Kaarakin Black Cockatoo Conservation Centre, 

Martin, Facility tour
Sun 13 Oct: Herdsman Lake, Stirling, Half-day excursion
Fri 18 to Mon 21 Oct: Western Flora, via Eneabba, 

Campout
Sat 19 Oct: Woodman Point, Cockburn, Half day excursion
Sun 20 Oct: Dryandra Woodlands, Narrogin, Photogroup 

activity, day trip or camp

Sun 27 Oct: Ellis Brook, Gosnells, Half-day excursion
Mon 28 Oct: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, 

Floreat, Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Thu 31 Oct: Lake Claremont, Swanbourne, Two-hour 

excursion
Sat 2 Nov: Forrestdale Lake, Half-day excursion
Sat 9 Nov: Collins Road, Brookton Highway, Half-day 

excursion
Thu 14 Nov: Clarkson Reserve, Maylands, Half-day 

excursion
Sun 17 Nov: Beermullah Lake, Gingin, Full day excursion
Sat 23 Nov: Thomson’s Lake, Cockburn, Half day excursion
Mon 25 Nov: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, 

Floreat, Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Sat 30 Nov: Esperance Pelagic
Sat 30 Nov: Penguin Island, Shoalwater, Photogroup 

activity
Sun 1 Dec: Alfred Cove, Melville, Half-day excursion
Sat 7 Dec: Big Carine Lake, Carine, Half-day excursion
Sat 7 to Sun 8 Dec: Twitchathon
Sun 8 Dec: Bibra Lake, Cockburn, Photogroup activity
Thu 12 Dec: Pelican Point, Crawley, Half-day excursion
Sat 14 Dec: Lake McLarty, Murray, Full-day excursion
Sun 15 Dec: BWA Christmas barbecue
Sun 29 Dec: Canning River Regional Park, Wilson, Half day 

excursion

The Executive Committee meeting minutes are published 
on the BirdLife Australia website http://www.birdlife.
org.au/images/uploads/branches/documents/WA-EC-
Minutes-2013.pdf,	each	month	after	the	final	minutes	have	
been approved.

Did you know?

Banded Rock Parrot (see Notice, p27).  Photo by 
Jennie Stock
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Photography group

Ellis Brook, 16 June (see report, p36): Galahs by Barry Heinrich; Red-eared Firetail nest building and the 
nest,  Rufous Whistler and Splendid Fairy-wren by Sandra Wallace

Quaalup campout see report, p32): Brown Falcon and an early morning walk (photos by Barry Heinrich); 
Rock Parrots (photo by Xenis Dennett).

White-necked Heron, 
Eyre (see report, 
p39). Photo by Alan 
Pilkington

Ascot Waters, 18 May (see report, p34): Australasian Darter and Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike by Sandra 
Wallace; Australian Pelican and Singing Honeyeater by Barry Heinrich
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Black-tailed Native-hen, Ascot (see 
Observations). Photo by Keith Lightbody

Mistletoebird, Tomato Lake (see report, p35). Photo by 
Sandra Wallace

Rock Parrot, Bremer Bay (see report, p32). Photo 
by Barry Heinrich

Splendid Fairy-wren, Serpentine Dam cafe (see 
report, p36). Photo by Barry Heinrich


