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Rainbow Bee-eater chicks, Star 
Swamp (see report, page 19). 
Photo by Rod Smith

Front cover: Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos feeding in Acacia saligna at Canning River Regional Park. Photo 
by Pam Agar

Juvenile Crimson 
Chat, Lake Mears, 
13 November 2011. 
Photo by Ian Wallace

Immature Sacred 
Kingfisher, Waterford (see 
report, page 31).  Photo by 
Ian Wallace. 

White Wagtail, Lake Gwelup 
(see Observations, page 6). 
Photo by Barry Heinrich

Striated Pardalote at home in a hanging 
garden pot (see report, page 16). Photos by 
Joyce Ralston

Curlew Sandpiper, 
leg-flagged (see report, 
page 19). Photo by Ron 
Dibbens

Intermediate Egret, Lake 
Joondalup (see Observations, 
page 6). Photo by Greg Howell

Eurasian Hoopoe, Roebuck Roadhouse 
(see Observations, page 6).  Photo by 
Kim Onton
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BirdLife Australia
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167 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat WA 6014

Hours: Monday-Friday  9:30 am to 12.30 pm
Telephone: (08) 9383 7749
Facsimile: (08) 9387 8412
E-mail: wa@birdlife.org.au
BirdLife WA web page:  www.birdlife.org.au
Chair: Suzanne Mather
 Tel: (08) 9389 6416
 E-mail:  suzannemather@bigpond.com

BirdLife Western Australia is the WA Branch of the national organisation, 
BirdLife Australia. We are dedicated to creating a brighter future for 
Australian birds.

General meetings:  Held at the Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes  
 Drive, Floreat, commencing 7:30 pm on the  
 4th Monday of the month (except December)  
 – see ‘Coming events’ for details

Executive meetings: Held at Peregrine House on the 2nd   
 Wednesday of the month. Communicate any  
 matters for consideration to the Chair.
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•	WABN publishes material of interest to the WA Branch;
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disk or emailed would assist, especially if in MSWord as a document without 
styles; do not embed pictures or graphics in MS Word;

•	contributions	to	be	sent	direct	to	the	Editors,	either	at	the	office	or	by	email:
 Sue Mather:  suzannemather@bigpond.com
 Allan Burbidge:  allanb99@bigpond.net.au
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Printing Deadlines (at the BirdLife WA Office)
June 2012 issue: 1 May

September 2012 issue: 1 August
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Musk Duck seen at Big 
Swamp, Bunbury on the 
Twitchathon weekend, 
December 2011. Photo by Barry 
Heinrich
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Thanks to the efforts of 202 volunteers 
across the south-west, the third Great 
Cocky Count (GCC) was held on 7 April 
2011 with great success. We currently 
have 561 people registered as Great 
Cocky Count volunteers, but we still 
need more, especially in the regional 
areas. Of the 202 that took part, 35% 
had been involved in the 2010 GCC 
meaning 65% were completely new to 
the project in 2011.

As a result of observations from GCC 
volunteers and members of the public, 
potential Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo 
roost sites were reported across the 
range of the species, from Geraldton 
to Esperance. Surveys completed as 
part of the 2011 GCC took place from Regans Ford in the 
north to Ocean Beach on the south coast, and inland to 
Narrogin and east to Esperance.

Currently, the vast majority of Great Cocky Count known 
roosts occurs within the area from Yanchep to Mandurah, 
and east into the Darling Range. This is due to most of 
our volunteers being based in this area, and it is where 
our efforts have focused during previous surveys. We 
are aiming to extend the range of the surveys this year. 
We	now	have	123	confirmed	roosts	throughout	the	
south-west in our database which includes six roosts 
outside the Swan Coastal Plain. All reports of roosts are 
welcome.

On the night of the 2011 GCC, 185 sites were surveyed. 
Official	follow-up	surveys	were	also	completed	every	
month until August, with as many as 39 volunteers 
taking part each month.

It is crucial that we carry out annual 
Great Cocky Counts over a number of 
years, and to expand the range of the 
surveys	to	find	out	exactly	where	these	
birds are roosting across south-western 
WA. This year’s count is extremely 
important. As the third consecutive 
count, we aim to gain a better 
understanding of what is happening 
with Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo numbers 
across their range. Many of the newly 
reported regional sites were not 
surveyed as part of last year’s GCC due 
to lack of volunteers in the regional 
areas, and there are many roosts out 
there that we don’t know about yet. The 
data collected in this one-hour survey is 

being used to assess the population numbers of this bird 
we all know and love, and identify the important areas 
for conservation efforts. Your involvement in the 2012 
Great Cocky Count or reporting new night roosts is vital!

The 2012 Great Cocky Count will take place at sunset 
on Sunday 15 April. You can register as a volunteer or 
report a black-cockatoo night roost at greatcockycount@
birdlife.org.au or by calling Tam Kabat on 0457 333 177.

Tam Kabat

Citizen Science proves its worth — the 
2011 Great Cocky Count

Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo feeding on the pine 
cones in front of Peregrine House, Floreat. Photo 
by Rod Smith

CORRECTIONS – WABN 141

The Editors would like to apologise for two errors 
in WABN 140. This has been shown as one way of 
determining how many people and who reads WABN 
as these errors have been brought to our attention by 
many readers.

The photo on the back cover is incorrectly labelled. It 
is	a	Shining	Bronze-Cuckoo	not	a	Horsfield’s.	Please	
note that this photograph relates to an article on page 
17 of the same issue.

The photo on page 2 is incorrectly labelled as BA 
National	Office	staff.	John	Graff	and	Liz	Fox	are	on	the	
Executive Committee of BAWA and Peter Taylor is the 
convenor of the Lower South West branch.
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Join us in the  
2012 Great Cocky Count 

 

 

 

Our unique Black-Cockatoos need 
your help. Join us as we carry out our 
annual snapshot survey, the Great 
Cocky Count. It’s simple, fun, and will 
make a real difference to our 
knowledge of where this iconic 
species spends their nights and how 
many remain in the wild. 
When: Sunday 15 April at sunset 

Where: Night roosts across the south-west 
from Geraldton to Esperance 

To get involved, contact Tamara Kabat  

T 0457 333 177  

E greatcockycount@birdlife.org.au 
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Clive Minton has been awarded the 2012 Eisenmann Medal 
by the Linnaean Society of New York.

The Eisenmann Medal is awarded to people not only for 
their great achievements in ornithology, but to those who 
have also provided outstanding guidance, assistance and 
encouragement in working with volunteers, amateurs 
or students as a personal mission (not as part of their 
employment) to interest them in ornithology.

Clive’s countless hours of work with both the Victorian and 
Australasian Wader Studies Groups for so many years on 
so many different levels has made him an obvious and 
deserving candidate for this prestigious award.

This list has been compiled by the 
WA Rarities Committee. Metropolitan 
suburbs or shires are in parentheses. 
Please report interesting observations 
to Alan Collins (sightings@birdswa.
com.au or 9291 4219) or to the BirdLife 
WA	office	(9383	7749).	Sightings	are	
included on the BirdLife WA website 
(http://birdswa.org.au/sightings.htm) 
as soon as possible, and the most 
interesting are selected for inclusion in 
the next WABN.

HIGHLIGHTS

A Eurasian Hoopoe (see photo, 
page 2) found at Roebuck Roadhouse 
was	a	first	for	Australia;	the	bird	was	
present for over a month and was of 
the subspecies saturata, which is highly 
migratory. Given that this species has 
reached the Malay Peninsula, Sumatra 
and Borneo as a vagrant and regularly 
winters in the Maldives, it is probably 
not	surprising	that	one	should	finally	
reach our shores.

A well photographed White Wagtail 
was found by the WA photographic 
group excursion to Lake Gwelup (see 
photo, page 2). While it was only 
present for a day, the news was relayed 
quickly via the Sightings page and 
the BirdsWA  email group and it was 
subsequently viewed by a good number 
of birdwatchers despite its brief stay. 
There have been fewer than ten records 
of this species in Western Australia.

But probably the most unusual record 
for the period was an amazing sighting 
of a Little Penguin in the Timor Sea, 
seen and photographed following a 
ship. This bird was at least 3000 km 
north of the nearest breeding colony 
(Perth area). Prior to this, the most 
northerly record of a Little Penguin in 
WA had been at False Entrance, Edel 
Land in Shark Bay. HANZAB states that 

adults are largely sedentary with young 
birds dispersing widely, but this is 
surely taking that to the extreme!

In the Kimberley, two birders driving 
a car noticed a Brown Falcon carrying 
a bird in its talons. The Brown Falcon 
landed	and	flew	off	only	when	their	car	
reversed up to it. An examination of the 
falcon’s prey revealed it to be a freshly 
killed adult male Cinnamon Bittern, a 
first	for	mainland	Australia.

The wader season also started 
well, with reports of Little Ringed 
Plover, Australian Painted Snipe, 
Little Stint, Ruff and Broad-
billed Sandpiper received. The 
Semipalmated Plover was still 
resident in Broome. Another notable 
feature of early summer was the 
continuing	influx	into	the	metro	area	
(and to the lower SW in general), of 
bird species more associated with 
the arid zone — Little Button Quail, 
Mulga Parrot, Crimson Chat, Pied 
Butcherbird and even a Bush Stone-
curlew.

A long-staying Intermediate Egret 
(see photo, page 2) was at Lake 
Joondalup, feeding alongside Great 
Egrets and at times with a Little Egret 
as well, providing an ideal opportunity 
to study the differences between these 
three white egrets. (Intermediate 
Egrets are rarely reported in the SW, 
but it may be that this species is 
more common than records suggest, 
perhaps going un-noticed in south-west 
wetlands.)

METROPOLITAN (UBD 
STREET DIRECTORY)

Freckled Duck – 1, 31/01/12, Bibra 
Lake (Bibra Lake) – MC (rare in the 
metropolitan area)

Red-tailed Tropicbird – 1, 21/11/11, 
Alfred Cove (Attadale) – RP (rare in 
the metropolitan area, photograph)

Intermediate Egret – 1, 09-
29/01/12, Lake Joondalup 
(Edgewater) – DB et al. (very 
rare in the metropolitan area, 
photographs)

Little Button-quail – 1, 23/11/11, 
Chiddington Street (Beckenham) – 
SVA (rare vagrant from arid zone)

Bush Stone-curlew – 1, 27/01/12, 
wetland between Mitchell Freeway 
and Gribble Rd (Gwelup) – KC 
(extremely rare in the metropolitan 
area)

Inland Dotterel – 1, 11/12/11, 
Thomsons Lake (Beeliar) – SA 
(extremely rare in the metropolitan 
area)

Hooded Plover – 1, 12/08/11, Alfred 
Cove (Attadale) – ISW (unusual in 
the metropolitan area)

Australian Painted Snipe – 1, 
27/12/11, Horrie Miller Drive 
(Belmont) – AC (very rare in the 
south-west, photograph)

Little Stint – 1, 03-04/01/12, Nairns 
(Coodanup) – AC, MN (rare vagrant 
to Western Australia)

Broad-billed Sandpiper – up to 2, 
03/12/11 to 25/01/12, Nairns 
(Coodanup) – FO, RK, BR, CL et 
al. (scarce summer visitor to the 
south-west, photographs)

Ruff – 1, 16/01/12, Nairns (Coodanup) 
– CL, (scarce in the south-west)

Gull-billed Tern – up to 3, 03-
25/01/12, Nairns (Coodanup) AC et 
al. * 2, 16/11/11, Thomsons Lake 
(Beeliar) – RP et al. * 2, 23/11/11, 
Alfred Cove (Attadale) – ISW 
(scarce in the metropolitan area)

Awards

Observations
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Common Tern – 16, 08/12/11, The 
Chimneys (Erskine) – JG (high 
count, photographs)

Eastern Yellow Wagtail – 1, 
05/01/12, Nairns (Coodanup) – 
JG, GH et al. * 1, 08/01/12, Perth 
Airport (Belmont) – AC (scarce 
summer vagrant to the south-west)

WHITE WAGTAIL – 1, 15/01/12, Lake 
Gwelup (Gwelup) – ML et al. (very 
rare vagrant to Western Australia, if 
accepted by BARC; photographs)

SOUTH-WEST (SHARK 
BAY TO CAPE ARID)

Freckled Duck – 18, 30/12/11, 
Corackin Swamp (Katanning) – DS 
(high count for the wheatbelt)

Black Bittern – 2, 27/12/11, Moons 
Crossing (Manjimup) – BG (rarely 
reported resident)

Little Button-quail – 1, 03/12/11, 
Stirling Range Retreat 
(Gnowangerup) – DS (extreme 
southern limit of normal range)

Pacific Golden Plover – 45, 19/01/12, 
Tordit Gurrup Lagoon (Manjimup) – 
PT (high count)

Gull-billed Tern – up to 3, 18/11/11 
to 18/12/11, Lake McLarty (Murray) 
– JG et al. (uncommon in the 
south-west; photographs)

Cockatiel – 30+, 10/12/11, Wongan 
Hills (Wongan-Ballidu) – GH,JG & 
AC (south of normal range)

Mulga Parrot – 1, 17/11/11, Mills 
Rd East (Murray) – DJ (rare in the 
lower south-west)

Fork-tailed Swift – 2, 26/01/12, 
Seabird (Murray) – BR (uncommon 
in the south-west)

Crimson Chat – 10+, 17/12/11, Lake 
Martinup (Woodanilling) – DS (rare 
in the lower south-west)

Pied Butcherbird – 1, 02/01/12, 
Mills Rd East (Murray) – DJ * 1, 
11/01/11, Forrest Highway, 2 km 
north of Mills Rd East – JG (rare in 
the lower south-west)

Barn Swallow – 1, 23-24/01/12, Lake 
McLarty (Murray) – AC, MN (rare 
summer vagrant to the south-west)

ARID ZONE

Grey Falcon – 5 (2 adults + 3 
fledglings),	17/10/11,	110	km	east	

of Port Hedland (Port Hedland) – 
AH * 4, 25/10/11, 115 km south of 
Port Hedland (Port Hedland) – AH 
(very rarely reported resident)

Inland Dotterel – 8, 30/01/12, 5 km 
south of Carnarvon (Carnarvon) – 
LG (rarely reported resident)

Little Ringed Plover – 1, 06/12/11, 
McNeill Claypan (Carnarvon) – 
LG (rare in Western Australia; 
photograph)

Australian Painted Snipe – 29+, 
19/10/11, McNeill Claypan 
(Carnarvon) – LG (high count)

Scarlet-chested Parrot – 1, 
25/10/11, Point Sunday Road 
(Laverton) – RK (seldom reported 
nomad)

Pictorella Mannikin – 40+, 10/12/11, 
Miaree Pool (Roebourne) – WY 
(south of normal range)

KIMBERLEY

Little Penguin – 1, 17/12/11, at sea, 
130 km south of Timor (Timor Sea) 
– via RS (3000 km north of nearest 
breeding colony)

Cinnamon Bittern – 1, 11/12/11, 
south of Broome (Broome) – 
CH, NW (1st record for mainland 
Australia if accepted by BARC)

Semipalmated Plover – 1, 29/10/11 
to 02/12/11 at least, DEMCO 
reserve and Simpson’s Beach 
(Broome) – CM, FO, GS (almost 
certainly	the	long-staying	bird	first	
seen in Oct 2009)

House Swift – 1, 11/01/12, Broome 
Port (Broome) – GS (4th record for 
Western Australia if accepted by 
BARC)

EURASIAN HOOPOE – 1, 10/11/11 
to 16/12/11, Roebuck Roadhouse 
(Broome) – KO, CH et al. (1st for 
Australia if accepted by BARC; 
photographs)’

Observers
AC = Alan Collins
AH = Astrid Heidrich
BG = Bruce Greatwich
BR = Bill Rutherford
CH = Chris Hassell
CL = Craig Lester
CM = Clare Morton
DB = Dimitris Bertzeletos
DJ = Darryl Jones
DS = David Secomb
FO = Frank O’Connor
GH = Greg Howell
GS = George Swann
ISW = Ian & Sandra Wallace
JG = John Graff
KC = Kerrie Cowie
KO = Kim Onton
LG = Les George
MC = Martin Cake
MN = Mark Newman
ML = Maris Lauva
NW = Nick Ward
PT = Peter Taylor
RK = Richard King
RP = Robyn Pickering
RS = Rod Smith
SA = Sue Abbotts
SVA = Sean Van Alphen
WY = Wayne Young

Ted and Maureen Cawley 
generously wanted to donate 
their scope to an active/
contributing BAWA member 
who needed one. John Graff 
was delighted to get the scope 
and tripod. Sue Abbotts 
presented the scope to John on 
behalf of the Cawley’s. Photo 
by Pete White

Observations, ctd
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Welcome to BirdLife Western Australia, the Western 
Australian Banch of the new national organisation. The 
Executive Committee meetings of the WA branch are held on 
the second Wednesday of each month. I would like to thank 
the retiring Executive Committee members, Bruce Haynes, 
Liz Walker, Max Howard and Jim Howard, for their valuable 
contribution and commitment to BirdLife. It is through this 
committee that the business of the branch is managed. 
Matters for consideration by this committee should be 
communicated to the Chair.

This is a time of change, not just in the name and the 
structure of the organisation, but also for Western Australia. 
The	significance	of	having	a	Program	Manager,	Cheryl	Gole,	
based in Peregrine House with the various WA projects 
reporting to a locally based Program Manager rather than the 
National	Office,	is	a	great	step	ahead	for	us.

We have been successful recipients of a Caring for our 
Country Grant of $450 979 for landscape-scale conservation 
work in four Important Bird Areas. The staff we have 
appointed	for	this	project	are	Sandra	Gilfillan,	Senior	
Conservation	Officer,	based	in	Albany	and	Debbie	Sullivan,	
Conservation	Officer	based	in	Esperance.

Tamara	Kabat	began	with	us	in	December	as	project	officer	
for the Great Cocky Count in 2012 and 2013. I would urge 
you to participate in the Sunday 15 April count as the results 
from these roost counts are invaluable in establishing an 
understanding of where these birds roost.

Many members participated in the Shorebirds 2020 annual 
count. Again the contribution individual members make 
is invaluable as this information gives the organisation 
the basis for arguing on conservation issues such as the 
submission we made on the 80 Mile Beach Management Plan 
and the proposed Point Grey Marina development.

We have also received another Caring for our Country Grant 
for $67 894. This is to be managed by Golo Maurer in the 
national	office	and	is	for	much	needed	work	in	the	Exmouth	
Gulf.

The Community Education Committee had a busy 2011 with 
36 presentations to community groups and schools including 
11 in the country. Maris Lauva, a member of this committee, 
has set up a program to put displays in libraries, 25 in 2011, 
picking up on a great initiative that Judy Blyth had in place a 
few years ago.

The Excursions Committee organised 70 excursions and 
seven campouts in 2011, enjoyed by 1174 attendees. If you 
have a favourite birding area and would like to volunteer to 
share this with members, this committee would love to hear 
from you.

The Eyre Bird Observatory, for which the Western Australian 
BirdLife Branch is responsible, continues to operate 
successfully, in spite of recent mice invasions, with volunteer 
wardens assisting in making this a viable facet of the 
organisation. I can recommend a visit to this quite different 
and interesting BirdLife observatory.

Liz	Walker	has	resigned	as	Office	Manager,	after	ten	years	
of dedicated volunteering in this position. She will be much 
missed in this role and cannot be thanked enough for her 
contribution.

By the time this is published we will have a new Executive 
Committee in place. I look forward to a great and productive 
year for bird conservation working together.

Suzanne Mather 
Chair, BirdLife Western Australia

BirdLife WA reports

WA Twitchathon 2011 report
The third running of the WA Twitchathon took place very 
successfully on the weekend of 10 December last year 
(2011), again involving three competitions: a 24-hour 
competition, a 12-hour competition and a more relaxed 
8-hour Armchair competition. The full results for the 
competitions are below. Participation was at a similar level 
to the 2010 event, with 13 teams taking part; however, 
there was a welcome increase in interest in the Armchair 
competition,	with	five	teams	taking	part	in	2011	after	
only a single team participated in 2009 and 2010. All 
three	competitions	saw	first	time	winners	and	new	high	
counts: the Clive Napier Perpetual Trophy for the 24-hour 
competition was taken out by the Western Whistlers with a 
record 173 species, well ahead of joint second place getters, 
the Ruff Knights and SWAT (both on 154 species). The 
Wendy Napier Perpetual Trophy for the 12-hour competition 
was won by the Four Amigos with 128 species, and The OBE 
Team had to give up the Graham Wooller Perpetual Trophy 
for	the	Armchair	competition	for	the	first	time	to	the	Lazy	

Old Bustards, who produced 59 species. Special mention 
also goes to the Stark Raven Mad, who entered the 24-hour 
competition with two children under 5 years old, and juggled 
the race with one of their young team member’s birthday 
party!
The best sighting was awarded to the Rainbow Avocets for 
their Inland Dotterel at Thomsons Lake, ahead of the 30+ 
Cockatiel seen near Wongan Hills by The Big Twits. The worst 
dip was ‘won’ by the Grey-crowned Babblers for missing 
Silvereye at Herdsman Lake, although Spotted Dove (missed 
by the Peeping Pardalotes) and Black Swan (missed by the 
Flying Nomads at Nairns) were close seconds.

24-hour Competition (Clive Napier Perpetual Trophy)

1st - 173 species: The Western Whistlers (Mark Newman and 
Steve Burns) 
=2nd - 154 species: The Ruff Knights (Nathan Waugh, Bruce 
Greatwich and Liz Fox)
=2nd - 154 species: SWAT (Peter Taylor, Erica Shedley and 
David Secomb)

CHAIR’S REPORT

BIRDLIFE WA PROJECTS
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4th - 150 species: The Big Twits (Alan Collins, John Graff and 
Greg Howell)  
5th - 103 species: The Rainbow Avocets (Robyn Pickering 
and Morgan Pickering) 
6th - 81 species: Stark Raven Mad (Wes Bancroft, Natalie 
Warburton, Scarlett Bancroft and Leo Bancroft)

12-hour Competition (Wendy Napier Perpetual 
Trophy)

1st - 128 species: The Four Amigos (Frank O’Connor, Wayne 
Merritt, Wynton Maddeford and Alan Galbraith) 
2nd - 80 species: Peeping Pardalotes (Andrew Hobbs, Jill 
Hobbs and Kerrie Cowie)

8-hr Armchair Competition (Graham Wooller Perpetual 
Trophy)

1st - 59 species: The Lazy Old Bustards (George Agar and 
Pam Agar) 
2nd - 57 species: The Flying Nomads (Colin Heap and Ron 
Dibbens) 
3rd - 49 species: The OBE Team (Clive Napier, Wendy Napier 
and Brian Wilson) 
4th - 47 species: The Grey-crowned Babblers (Sue Mather, 
Maris Lauva and Josan Moss) 
5th - 40 species: Birders of a Feather (Stella Stewart-Wynne, 
Alyson Paull and Ed Paull)

As always, many thanks to all those who participated and 
made it a successful event, and to those on the BAWA 
Excursions Committee and BAWA Executive Committee who 
assisted with planning.

John Graff

Shorebirds 2020 Western Australia
2011 achievements

The Shorebirds 2020 project continued to expand in 
2011, under the guidance of a new BirdLife Australia 
Project Manager, Golo Maurer. Community education 
and engagement was a large focus with six shorebird 
identification	and	conservation	workshops	being	held	
involving Shorebirds 2020. These were held in Mandurah, 
Denmark, Cervantes and Geraldton and were run in 
association with the Peel-Harvey Catchment Council, 
Torbay Catchments Council, Greenskills and the Northern 
Agricultural Catchments Council. The workshops increased 
interest in the ecology of shorebirds, gave people the tools 
to	more	confidently	identify	and	count	shorebirds,	increased	
awareness about their plight and recruited additional 
volunteer counters to the program.

The national summer count involved the survey of over 20 
sites across WA, covering multiple count areas each. Many 
sites across the state were also surveyed numerous times 
throughout the year. Thanks to the dedicated volunteer 
counters and site coordinators for their tireless efforts.

Presentations about the Shorebirds 2020 program and 
shorebird conservation in WA were delivered at a shorebird 
photographic exhibition opening and Migratory Shorebirds 
Conservation Seminar in Denmark and the Birds Australia 
Annual General Meeting Conservation Forum in Perth.

2012 projections

Community workshops will again be a major focus of the 
program in 2012 with shorebird workshops planned for 

Mandurah, Denmark, Guilderton and Exmouth. Beach-
nesting bird presentations have also been presented by 
BirdLife  Australia national program staff in Esperance, 
Albany, Margaret River and Preston Beach in January.

The South Coast region hosted a series of additional 
community shorebird events in February with the support of 
Shorebirds 2020, including a regional snap shot shorebird 
survey,	kite	art	and	shorebird	beach	fiestas	and	benthic	
invertebrate surveys.

The annual summer count was again undertaken in January 
and February around WA, as well as ongoing counts by 
dedicated counters throughout the year. New additional 
count sites are being targeted in the mid west.

A successful funding application was made by Birds Australia 
Western Australia in 2011 for a CoastWest grant to identify 
shorebird habitat in the Exmouth Gulf and establish regular 
monitoring of this shorebird habitat through workshops and 
training. This grant has a substantial in-kind contribution 
from BirdLife Australia and the Department of Environment 
and Conservation. Action on this project will commence in 
2012.

Finally, Shorebirds 2020 was one of only six projects with 
a national focus to receive Australian Government Caring 
for our Country funding. The community awareness and 
monitoring activities of the program will be expanded in 
2012 and include surveying the third largest shorebird 
aggregation in Australia, located in the Gulf of Carpentaria, 
by training local indigenous communities in shorebird 
monitoring. Funding will cover the project until June 2013.

Kim Onton 
Shorebirds 2020 WA regional coordinator

Forthcoming free Shorebird Education 
events aim to galvanise action to help 
migratory birds
South Coast community groups have put together a series 
of free shorebird education events in March which aim to 
provide practical support for measures to conserve these 
special bird species.

Local inlets, wetlands and beaches host many species of 
migratory shorebirds which visit during our summer and 
breed in the northern hemisphere. Populations of these 
species are showing alarming declines and their conservation 
must be addressed at local, national and international levels 
to protect them. South Coast shores also support resident 
species such  as the endangered Hooded Plover.

The shorebird events will allow people to learn more about 
these remarkable birds, how to recognise them and how to 
help with their survival.

Green Skills, together with experts from Birdlife Australia 
and the Albany Bird Group, will present a series of shorebird 
events in March to enable community members to come 
together with local and regional experts. These free events 
will be interesting and enjoyable for locals and visitors with 
an interest in birds and conservation, those who use the 
beach and shore for recreation, students and anyone who is 
simply curious about these remarkable creatures.

On	Friday	9	March	2012	a	Scientific	Shorebird	Forum	and	
Panel	will	be	held	at	the	Old	Post	Office,	UWA	Albany	from	
12.00 to 3.00 pm.  Presenters, including Bill Rutherford, 
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Adrian Pinder (DEC Senior Research Scientist) and Albany 
Senior High School Science Students, will discuss shorebird 
conservation studies and what’s needed. Refreshments will 
be provided free of charge.

Bill Rutherford will continue to the Denmark Centre for 
Sustainable Living to present a talk, “Migratory Shorebird 
Conservation: The International Perspective along the East 
Asian/ Australasian Flyway”. Attendees can get the most up-
to-date	information	about	conservation	along	the	flyway—	
the	international	flight	path	of	our	migratory	visitors-	and	
enjoy free refreshments at the conclusion of the evening.

Friday’s presentations will be followed by informative 
workshops on Saturday and Sunday, 10 and 11 March 
2012. The Shorebird Conservation Workshops will be held 
from 8.30 am to 4.30 pm at the Centre for Sustainable 
Living, Denmark and will include visits to prime shorebirds 
sites at Morley Beach, Wilson Inlet & Princess Royal 
Harbour, Albany. Bill Rutherford and colleagues from BirdLife 
Australia and the Albany Bird Group will provide detailed 
information about our amazing shorebirds, their biology and 
conservation, and demonstrate how to identify them.

To register for these events, please phone Green Skills’ 
Denmark	Office	at	the	CSL	on	98483310.		For	further	
information contact Basil Schur: 9848 3310 or 0429 481 019 
or at bschur@greenskills.org.au.  Information is also on the 
Green Skills website: http://www.greenskills.org.au/ws.html

Visitors to Denmark are encouraged to stay at the Centre 
for Sustainable Living for this exciting weekend.  For more 
information about staying at CSL, see: www.denmarkcsl.
com.au

The Green Skills shorebird program is  supported by 
Coastwest, South Coast Management Group, the Australian 
Government’s Caring for Our Country Program, South Coast 
NRM, Lotterywest, South Coast Management Group, BirdLife  
Australia, Albany Birds Group and CAN (WA), Denmark Arts, 
Denmark Environment Centre, and Southern Edge Arts,).

History of BAWA bird guides
The production of Birds Australia Western Australia (BAWA) 
Bird Guides began in 1992. A discussion about birds and 
birding, at a dinner with Dot Kingston at Carnarvon, led to 
Allan Jones promising to do a bird guide for that area.

Allan	kept	his	promise	and	the	first	guide,	for	Carnarvon,	
was published in March 1993. Kalgoorlie followed in January 
1994. Other early guides included Busselton (May 1994), 
and South Perth, Walpole and Narrogin in December 1994. 
By 1995, 25 metropolitan and country guides had been 
produced — an amazing effort! Production continued and 86 
guides and lists are currently in use.

The early guides were black and white only. A few years later 
one	colour	was	introduced,	with	the	single	colour	confined	to	
headings and to splodges of colour on the bird images, such 
as red on robins. About that time, Allan was very inventive 
and on one occasion, he and Rose hand-coloured a huge pile 
of brochures using ‘Textas’ — I recall a Port Lincoln Parrot 
on the front of a brochure. According to Roger Watson, Allan 
did the green colouring and Rose did the yellow. Collector’s 
items indeed! 

In 2000 the printer, Docuprint in Fremantle, began scanning 
bird paintings/drawings for use in the brochures and 
suddenly the whole brochure was in colour. Since those days 

several	other	printers	have	been	used,	sometimes	to	reflect	
a local council’s desire to be as environmentally responsible 
as possible.

Art work for the guides was provided by a number of local 
artists: Susan Tingay’s work has been invaluable, and Bryony 
Fremlin, Judy Blyth, Pam Free, Michael Bamford, Michael 
Morcombe and Rish Gordon added further to the collection. 
These artists made their work available at no cost to BAWA, 
provided the illustrations were used for conservation, 
education	in	that	field	or	similar	purposes.	None	of	the	
artists was paid for the use of their work. Approval for 
use of art work was also provided by several artists who 
contributed work to the original Atlas of Australian Birds 
(1984). Photographs, provided on the same basis by BAWA 
members, have sometimes been used when no painting was 
available and, more recently, for cover illustrations.

For many years Allan did all the grant applications, which 
meant that the initial print run could be done at no cost to 
BAWA or to the recipient shire or town. In later years Liz 
Walker handled the grant applications. Funding was sought, 
successfully, from a number of sources including Gordon Reid 
Foundation, Alcoa Landcare and Lotterywest. Some mining 
companies and local government councils also provided 
funding.

Initially, the brochures were printed as A4, folded to A5 or 
DL (the same size as the current brochure panels). With 
a view to further improving the guides, an A3 size was 
introduced and is still the most popular format. A few were 
printed as booklets, such as those for Carnarvon, Melville, 
Cockburn and Bayswater.

When information was lacking Allan organised groups of 
birders to do surveys, which he and Rose often took part 
in as well. One early trip involved travelling to Carnarvon 
to do extensive surveys. Metropolitan sites were surveyed 
by a group of experienced birders in each area. The BAWA 
Database and, in more recent years Birdata, have been 
valuable sources of information.

Allan’s next job was to collate the information gathered. 
Rose typed it up, checked it, sent it to Roger Watson of 
Pleasant Print who, as typesetter, set up the manuscript 
ready for the printer. Rose then checked the draft, sent 
it on to a responsible BAWA member for approval, made 
any corrections necessary and returned it to Roger for the 
final	draft.	Once	Rose	had	approved	that,	it	was	ready	for	
printing. Current practice means the guides also need to be 
approved by the BAWA Publications Committee. Roger also 
supplied	copies	on	CD	for	archiving	at	BAWA	office	and	a	
lower resolution copy suitable for adding to the website.

Placing the brochures on the Birds Australia website was a 
major step forward. Schools and like bodies used to contact 
the	BAWA	office	and	ask	for	small	numbers	of	specific	
brochures, so it was decided to place all the brochures on 
the	BAWA	web	site	as	PDF	files,	then	anyone	could	not	
only	view	the	brochures,	but	they	could	download	the	files	
and print multiple copies. Since that date, comments have 
been received from all over the world from bird-lovers who 
planned or had visited WA.

The	brochures	have	been	upgraded	several	times	to	reflect	
changes in bird sightings, access to sites, contact details 
and to encompass the changing taxonomy of birds. The next 
updates	will	reflect	the	change	of	name	of	BAWA	to	Birdlife	
Western Australia.

In the meantime, this extensive collection of bird guides 
and lists, produced at minimum cost by teams of dedicated 
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people,	continues	to	be	of	real	benefit	to	birders	and	the	
general public, and is the envy of many other groups.
Sources of information

Rose Jones’ & Roger Watson’s recollections, WABN No 65, 
March 1993 and WABN No 75, September 1995.

Pam Agar

Darlington Arts Festival, 2011
As in previous years we had a ‘twin’ stall in a marquee, 
already erected by the organisers. This is of course an 
expense for BAWA, but is more solid, and more protected 
than	BAWA’s	tent,	and	negates	the	difficult	task	of	erecting	
the tent on one’s own (see photos, page 43).

Even though it was a damp weekend, there were many 
people looking, browsing and chatting. Ed Paull managed 
to borrow a female Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo for Sunday 
morning,	and	this	was	a	terrific	attraction.	Many	thanks	to	
Bob Philpott, the owner of the bird.

Volunteers who helped with everything always have my 
gratitude, and not to be forgotten are the very generous 
artists who create the beautiful cards we have to sell. Lots 
of cards were sold, some CDs and a few books, as well as 
the pre-loved bits and pieces. Pamphlets and out of date 
magazines were given to interested people.

The	end	financial	result,	just	over	one	thousand	dollars,	
minus the rent for the marquee space.

Stella Stewart-Wynne

2011, the year of the Carnaby’s Black-
Cockatoo survey
Thanks to the many volunteers that assisted with the 
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo Recovery Project during 2011. The 
first	half	of	the	year	saw	over	200	people	surveying	night	
roosts across the Perth Metropolitan region and throughout 
the south-west as part of the Great Cocky Count, while over 
40 volunteers went bush in the second half of 2011 and 
surveyed nesting sites. With your help we surveyed a total 
of 185 night roosts and 51 nesting sites, that is the most 
surveys ever carried out in a single year in the project’s 11-
year history! A big thank you to Cathie O’Neil who assisted 
with the nesting survey coordination; it was a massive task 
and Claire and I couldn’t have done it without her. Survey 
results	are	still	being	collated	and	our	findings	will	be	
published in WABN in the coming issue. 
Project staff (Tam Kabat, Sandra Gilfillan and Deb 
Sullivan) continued to assist landholders to fence critical 
habitat and carry out other recovery actions appropriate 
for	Carnaby’s	Black-Cockatoo.	Regional	shows	and	field	
days were attended and presentations given at a number of 
events in regional areas.
In 2012 the project is moving in a new direction and we have 
three new staff to welcome. Firstly, we have Tam Kabat, 
based	in	the	BirdLife	Western	Australia	office	in	Floreat.	
Tam will be coordinating the Great Cocky Count in 2012 and 
2013 and will be working in the Perth region to carry out 
conservation works for black-cockatoos. If you’re interested 
in helping out with the Great Cocky Count this year, please 
get in touch with Tam; we need people surveying night 
roosts not only in Perth but across the south-west, so if you 
live regionally we encourage you especially to get involved.

Our newest team members are job sharing and are both 
based	regionally,	working	part	time.	Sandra	Gilfillan	is	based	
in Albany while Deb Sullivan is based in Esperance. Together 
they will be working within the ‘South eastern Carnaby’s 
Black-Cockatoo IBA cluster’ which is in the Ravensthorpe, 
Lake King, Newdegate area. Their work will focus on 
conserving breeding and associated foraging habitat, 
following the more traditional lines of the recovery project.
At this time we are saying good bye to Claire Bartron who 
has worked with us over the last year and a half; Claire has 
done a fantastic job and we wish her all the best with her 
new adventure in the sunshine state.
As many of you know, the Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo 
Recovery Project has now been running for 11 years. We 
have secured funding to carry out a full review of the 
project. In doing this we will be looking at what has worked 
well and what hasn’t worked well to ensure that the work we 
do in the future is not only appropriate for the species but 
approached and carried out in the most effective manner.

Raana Scott, Project Manager

Results of beach fencing Hooded Plover 
nests
In many areas, the Hooded Plover breeding season coincides 
with the school holidays and the busy tourist season. Hooded 
Plovers like to breed above the high tide line on beaches. 
When beaches are busy over summer Hooded Plover nests 
are put at risk. One conservation strategy that has proven 
successful is fencing off the nesting sites.

The Department of Environment and Conservation (DEC) has 
applied this strategy in the Cape to Cape region in Western 
Australia for a number of years. Kim Onton started the 
project in 2008/2009 and put management and monitoring 
procedures in place which have proven very effective. 
These guidelines are implemented whenever a Hooded 
Plover nest is discovered on the beaches between Augusta 
and Cape Naturaliste. There is a close working partnership 
between DEC, local volunteers and BirdLife Western Australia 
members. Currently Christine Fleay is the Conservation 
Officer	for	the	Southwest	Region	and	her	team	springs	into	
action as soon as a nest is reported. Temporary fencing 
and	signage	are	installed	and	volunteers	and	DEC	officers	
monitor the sites where practical.

The breeding season for the Cape to Cape region has been 
good	in	2011	with	seven	nesting	sites	identified	(Table	
1) and based on Hooded Plover behaviour another two 
suspected. This season six nesting sites were fenced and 
runners	were	reported	from	five	sites	(Table	1).

Some interesting facts have emerged through this project. A 
trend is becoming evident that Hooded Plovers are selecting 
the same beaches and the same sites to breed on, although 
not necessarily each year. This will make conservation 
efforts easier to implement as we will know what beaches 
to monitor and at what times of the year they are likely to 
breed. Compliance of the general public in response to the 
fencing and signage has been good, which bodes well for the 
future.

Any reports of nest sites or sightings of chicks or runners 
should be sent to BirdLife Western Australia and blackwood@
dec.wa.gov.au so the required conservation measures can be 
put in place.
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Fencing at Redgate Beach. Photo 
by Christine Fleay (DEC)

 

Date Location Result Action  Comments  

12.10.2011 Willyabrup Beach 3 runners   

13.10.2011 Margaret River River mouth  3 eggs  fenced 
14.10.2011 

 

14.10.2011 Margaret River River mouth  2 eggs, 1 
runner 

  

15.10.2011 Margaret River River mouth  3 runners   

18.10.2011 Margaret River River mouth  2 runners fencing removed 2 runners not seen/monitored 
past this date  

18.11.2011 Split rock - Contos  2 eggs fenced 
18.11.2011 

3 Adults present 

? Split rock - Contos  no sign of 
eggs  

 outcome of nest unknown. 

6.12.2011 Left Handers Cowaramup  3 eggs  fenced 
6.12.2011 

 

19.12.2011 Left Handers Cowaramup  3 runners  3 runners survived for a few 
days 

19.12.2011 Left Handers Cowaramup  2 runners fencing removed  

18.12.2011 Redgate beach 2 eggs  fenced 
19.12.2011 

 

19.12.2011 Redgate beach 2 eggs    

9.12.11 Redgate beach 2 eggs   hatched between 10 -12th of 
Jan 

15.1.2012 Redgate beach 1 runner   

16.1.2012 Redgate beach   2 adults, no runners at north 
end of beach, 300 m north of 
nest  

23.1.2012 Redgate beach   no runners on beach, 1 egg 
buried in sand 

21.12.2011 Moses Rock, Honeycombs 2 eggs fenced 
21.12.2011 

similar spot to last year, higher 
up on the beach 

26.12.2011 Moses Rock, Honeycombs 2 eggs   

27.12.2011 Moses Rock, Honeycombs 2 eggs  fencing diverting a lot of people 
on the beach 

10.1.2012 Moses Rock, Honeycombs 2 eggs   

15.1.2012 Moses Rock, Honeycombs 1 runner  chick 1-3 days old  

28.12.2011 Guillotines ? Eggs  fenced 
28.12.2011 

 

8.1.2012 Guillotines 2 runners  just hatched, not good on the 
feet 

11.1.2012 Guillotines 1 runner   

15.1.2012 Guillotines 1 runner   
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Naming of birds
FAMILY PROCELLARIIDAE 
(CONTINUED)

Calonectris leucomelas – Streaked Shearwater. Calos- 
beautiful, nectros – swimmer, leukos - white or lightly 
coloured and melas - black??

Also called White-faced Shearwater, White-fronted Petrel, 
White-fronted Shearwater.

Puffinus gavia – Fluttering Shearwater. Puffinus means 
puffin	but	is	not	a	Latin	word,	being	instead	a	Latinised	form	
of	the	English	word	puffin.	The	true	puffins	belong	to	the	
Alcidae (includes the auks) family and the genus Fratercula 
(little brother in Latin) presumably named for their 
upright stance, like the penguins, giving them a humanoid 
appearance.

Shearwaters	are	nothing	like	puffins.	The	reason	for	this	
taxonomic mix-up was seemingly due to a mistake by J 
Ray (a perhaps questionable ornithologist), visiting John 
Tradescant’s Museum in London, who thought young stuffed 
puffins	were	similar	to	young	shearwaters.	This	being	the	
case is it not high time with the many pedantic changes 
in taxonomy, that this type of very confusing error is 
rectified?	The	word	puffin	itself	is	of	obscure	origin.	It	has	
been conjectured that the birds look puffed out – in the 
conjecturer’s imagination! Gavia or gabbiano are Italian for 
gull, however Pliny gave the name gavia to a bird that nests 
in rocks as does this bird. They have frequent wing beats 
unlike	the	swooping,	gliding	flights	of	typical	shearwaters.

Other names are Brown-beaked Petrel, Brown-beaked 
Shearwater, Forster’s Petrel, Forster’s Shearwater.

Puffinus huttoni – Hutton’s Shearwater. F.W. Hutton 
(1836-1905), curator of the Canterbury Museum, 
Christchurch.

Puffinus assimilis – Little Shearwater. Assimilis means 
similar. This is another commonly used Latin word in 
taxonomy which is not all that meaningful. Similar must 
be	qualified	and	in	this	case,	the	shearwater	is	similar	to	
P. obscurus, considered a subspecies of assimilis. Could 
anything be more obscure than this?

Also called Allied Petrel, Allied Shearwater, Dusky Petrel, 
Dusky Shearwater, Gould’s Petrel, Gould’s Shearwater.

Pseudobulweria rostrata – Tahiti Petrel. Rev. James 
Bulwer (1794 - 1879), Norfolk clergyman and amateur 
naturalist. Pseudo means false but why is this clergyman 
false? Rostrata means beak and the story of this derivation 
is rather savage. A native caring for the bird for an early 
naturalist was bitten severely by the birds and in retaliation 
was said to have thrust the sharp point of the upper beak 
through the lower one thus yoking the bird with its own 
beak.

Lugensa brevirostris – Kerguelen Petrel. The root would 
seem to be lugere - to mourn, but why? Brevirostris means - 
short and stubby bill.

Also called Little Black Petrel, Short-billed Petrel.

Pterodroma baraui – Barau’s Petrel. M.A. Barau (1921- 
1989), an agricultural engineer and ornithologist from the 
French territory of Réunion in the Indian Ocean. This bird 
was only named as a species as recently as 1963.

Pterodroma heraldica – Herald Petrel. Like petrels in 
general, heralding storms.

Other names are Trindad Petrel, Trinidad Petrel, Trindad 
Island Petrel, Trinidad Island Petrel.

Pterodroma mollis – Soft-plumaged Petrel. Mollis – soft. 
Gould, probably erroneously, thought the ventral plumage to 
be softer than other species.

Pterodroma lessonii – White- headed Petrel. R.P. Lesson 
(1794-1849) a French naval doctor and naturalist.

Pterodroma macroptera – Great-winged Petrel. Pteros - 
wing and dromos - running.

Also called Great-winged Fulmar, Grey-faced Petrel, Long-
winged Petrel, Long-winged Fulmar, Muttonbird.

Pterodroma leucoptera – Gould’s Petrel. Nothing new 
here.

Also called White winged Fulmar or Petrel, White-throated or 
Sooty-capped Petrel.

Pelecanoides urinatrix – Common Diving Petrel. 
Urinator in Latin means a diver, not what it sounds like!

SPHENISCIFORMES – PENGUINS

Spheniscus is a small wedge in Greek and refers to the 
wedge-shaped	flippers.

SPHENISCIDAE

Aptenodytes patagonicus – King Penguin. Greek –
aptenos,	unfledged,	callow	or	unwinged	and	dutes, a diver. 
First observed in Patagonia, at the tip of South America. 
Surprisingly the name penguin may come from far from 
their natural habitats as it is derived from the Welsh word 
– Penngwynn meaning: white-head, a term applied to 
auks, the Northern Hemisphere equivalent of penguins. 
They were almost certainly named as such by early Welsh 
fisherman	venturing	out	into	the	far	Atlantic	Islands,	maybe	
even Newfoundland where they were called “Pin-wings” 
again from the Welsh. This etymological story, although 
widely accepted must be taken with a pinch of salt as most 
penguins and auks have pure black heads!! (Some have a 
little white though.) More likely is that pin-wings should be 
taken literally and has nothing to with Welsh at all. Pinguis in 
Latin means fat, another possible derivation, but as there is 
no	doubt	they	have	a	name	originating	from	Welsh	fisherman	
whose knowledge of Latin would not be expected to be 
proficient	in	days	of	yore.	The	jury	is	still	out	on	this	one	and	
probably always will be.

Eudyptes chrysocome – Rockhopper Penguin. Greek 
eos - good and dutes - diver. Chrsysos is golden and comos 
haired (only head hair) as applied to Apollo and refers to the 
crest.

Also called Crested Penguin, Drooping-crested Penguin, 
Jackass Penguin, Tufted Penguin, Rocky Penguin, Jumping-
Jack, Sea-cat.

Eudyptes pachyrhynchus – Fiordland Penguin. Pachyos 
–thick, rhychnos - bill.

Also called Thick-billed Penguin, Crested Penguin, Victoria 
Penguin, New Zealand Penguin, Drooping Crested Penguin.
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Eudyptes sclateri – Erect-crested Penguin. P.S. Sclater 
(1829-1913), a once Secretary of the London Zoological 
Society.

Also called Big-crested Penguin, Macaroni Penguin-(wrongly), 
Sclater’s Penguin, Auckland Islands Penguin.

Eudyptes chrysolophus – Macaroni Penguin. Greek 
lophos- crest; the crest feathers having an appearance of 
macaroni sprouting from the head. 

Eudyptula minor – Little Penguin. Eudyptula - L., 
diminutive little diver: minor - L., smaller.

Other names are Fairy Penguin, Little Blue Penguin, Southern 
Blue Penguin.

PHALACROCORACIFORMES – 
FRIGATEBIRDS, BOOBIES AND 
CORMORANTS

Literally from the Greek, meaning in the shape of bald-
headed ravens.

FREGATIDAE

Fregata ariel – Lesser Frigatebird. Ariel was a fairy in 
both Milton and Shakespeare from the Greek, aerios, airy. 
They	fly	and	soar	very	gracefully,	supposedly	like	a	fairy	but	
who	has	seen	a	fairy	at	all,	never	mind	a	flying	one?	Frigates	
were	swift	ships	in	their	day	as	are	frigate	birds	in	flight.

Other names are Least Frigatebird, Man-o’-war Hawk (their 
piratical habits of stealing food by forcing boobies etc to 
regurgitate	and	eating	the	spoils	maybe,	scientifically	called	
kleptoparasitism).

Fregata minor – Great Frigatebird. It was called 
minor before the great was discovered – how curious and 
misleading. Furthermore the great is not the greatest (ie 
largest).

Also known as the Greater Frigatebird (see above – all very 
confusing), Man-o-War Bird, Man-o-War Hawk, Sea Hawk.

Fregata andrewsi – Christmas Island Frigatebird. C.W. 
Andrews, FRS (1866 - 1924), of the Geological Department, 
British Museum, who visited and collected on Christmas 
Island in 1897 and 1908.

SULIDAE

Maybe from the Norwegian sula, their name for gannets, but 
see below for the genus Sula.

Papasula abbotti – Abbott’s Booby. W.L. Abbott (1860-
1936), American medical doctor, explorer, ornithologist 
and	field	naturalist.	He	collected	the	first	specimen	
on Assumption Island (part of the Seychelles). Not 
coincidentally, papas is Greek for father as is abba (cf 
Abbott) in Hebrew. Booby is from the Spanish word, bobo 
meaning a dolt. Like the gannets (see below) and noddies, 
early sailors considered these species to be very foolish 
in allowing their eggs to be lifted from their nests without 
retaliation. As a matter of interest the Common Noddy must 
have one of the unfortunate names of all birds. Its Latin 
name is Anous stolidus making it triply stupid and common 

to boot. (Noddy is a fool in English, anous and stolidus are 
Greek and Latin respectively for stupid).

Morus capensis – Cape Gannet. Morus – foolish or 
moronic. Capensis refers to the Cape of Good Hope. Gannet 
derives from the Old Dutch word for a sea-fowl – gent.

Morus serrator – Australasian Gannet. Latin - serrator - 
sawer. This refers to the serrated cutting edges of the beak, 
however all morids and the sulids below are similar in this 
respect.

Other names are Gannet, Australian Gannet, Booby, Diver, 
Solan Goose. The latter three could prove very confusing 
with other birds and should not be used.

Sula dactylatra – Masked Booby. Greek - sula –to strip 
or plunder. Also said to be from Icelandic or Norwegian 
words for a sea-fowl . Others argue it is from the Gaelic 
souler meaning sharp sighted. Take your pick. Perhaps we 
should opt for Icelandic and/or Gaelic – Greek and Latin still 
having the lion’s share.

Greek - dactylos	–	finger	and	Latin	-	ater -dull black. They 
have black primaries and alulae (bastard wings).

Also called Blue-faced Booby, White Booby, Whistling Booby, 
Masked Gannet.

Sula sula – Red-footed Booby.

Other names are Red-faced Gannet and Red-legged Gannet.

Sula leucogaster – Brown Booby. Greek – leukos, white 
and gastros, belly.

Also called Brown Gannet, Black Gannet, Common Booby, 
White-bellied Booby ( a better match for its Latin name) and 
White-bellied Gannet.

Anhingidae
Anhinga is the name given to a South American species of 
darter by some Brazilian/ Amazonian tribal peoples.

Anhinga novaehollandiae – Australasian Darter.

Other names are Oriental Darter, Snake-bird, Diver, Needle-
beaked Shag.

Iuvencus

Naming of birds

Whistling Kite seen near Wonnerup House, 
Capel Wetlands, Busselton. Photo by Barry 
Heinrich
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Members’ contributions
WILD THING — YOU MAKE MY 
HEART SING!

Hi, my name is Striated Pardalote, but you can call me Parda 
for short and I’m a W I L D thing! Wild by nature and I’m 
wild at the injustice of it all. I came into the life of my friend 
Joyce about four years ago to help tell my story.

My mates and I live mainly in the woodlands among the 
eucalyptus trees, but a lot of the trees we live in have been 
cut down to make way for new development. Don’t get 
me wrong, new development is good, but please, in the 
planning, give a thought to preserving the bird life, because 
without us it would be a dull, less colourful world, not to 
mention the ecology aspect.

Well, when my habitat started to dwindle I decided, rather 
than moving further away from my territory, to check out 
the suburbs. I was determined that my kind would not 
become extinct and I was going to do my bit to multiply. I 
looked around for a new home for ages before I came across 
Joyce’s garden. I sat in one of the trees and checked it all 
out.	I	spied	a	round	object	with	a	hole	which	would	just	fit	
my size. I sat on the edge of the hole, hesitantly looking all 
around and eventually I got up the courage 
to go inside. I found out later that it was 
Joyce’s hanging pot. I noticed that a small 
Chihuahua lived there and I studied him 
for quite a while. I found out that he didn’t 
chase the doves away when they landed 
on the ground in the garden and did their 
courting. They walked right past him in his 
kennel to his feeding bowl to get the little 
muesli titbits he had left. So I thought he 
seemed a nice, gentle character. He would be 
no threat and he would keep the cats away. 
There	were	a	lot	of	other	wild	birds	flying	
around and some taking it in turns enjoying 
having a bath. I made sure there were trees 
close by as this would be necessary for when 
my young leave the nest. Yes, this is the 
place for me.

I began cleaning out the pot as it was really 
dirty inside. It took me a long time to get it 
just how I wanted it. I made a bit of mess 
on the ground, but I didn’t think Joyce would mind picking 
up after me. I then sat in the tree and called out in my 
loudest and shrillest voice that here I was and I have set 
up home. I went scouting around for a mate to share this 
with me. I brought a few birds home, but some were a bit 
scared	and	it	wasn’t	for	them,	so	they	flew	away.	I	sat	on	
the horse ornament by Joyce’s back door and called out in 
my loudest voice. She came out and said to me, “I’ve been 
watching you, you are a noisy little thing, and I can see 
you are very brave and determined. Not scared at all”. I 
flew	off	looking	for	fluff	again	and	eventually	I	brought	back	
this beauty. I sat on the ornament spreading my wings, 
beckoning	her	to	follow.	Then	I	flew	onto	the	opening	of	
the	pot,	again	opening	and	flickering	my	wings.	I	knew	she	
was looking at me and I went inside. I poked my head out 
of the hole, trying to convince her it was safe and to my 
delight she came in. We had a little hokey pokey and then 
flew	off	to	find	nesting	materials.	We	furnished	the	nest	to	
her	satisfaction	and	she	laid	our	first	clutch	of	eggs	together.	
We took it in turns to mind the eggs. We couldn’t wait 
sometimes for the other to get back, it was so hot in there 
and	we	would	fly	out	like	a	bullet.	Mind	you,	I	am	quite	fickle	

and I don’t just stick to one female! I brought back another 
and	you	should	have	seen	the	commotion.	Mother	flew	out	
of	the	nest	after	the	floosie	and	chased	her	away.	I	owned	
up to the fact that I had responsibilities; I had to help clean 
up the nest and before long I had three mouths to feed. 
We threw out the unwanted egg shell and debris when we 
had time. It was hard work looking after our brood, we fed 
them with juicy grubs and insects morning and afternoon, 
working together in approximately 5 - 10 minute shifts. The 
day came when they were as big as us and it was time they 
come out and began to look after themselves.

I like breeding in the hottest months, around December to 
the end of February, and I remember I was a bit of a novice 
with	our	first	brood.	We	started	to	coax	the	chicks	out	at	
about	noon,	on	a	stifling,	hot	day,	which	perhaps	wasn’t	a	
good	idea.	They	poked	out	their	heads	and	wanted	to	fly,	
but	they	were	very	nervous.	I	called	to	them	and	fluttered	
my wings for them to follow, which eventually they did. 
They were so scared and started panicking and clung to the 
flyscreen	on	the	window,	one	fell	to	the	ground	and	landed	
behind	a	large	flower	pot.	Joyce	came	out	and	I	could	see	
she was worried, but we knew she couldn’t do anything to 
help. My mate and I got two chicks to safety in the tree so 
then I could concentrate on the one on the ground. I was 

starting to panic myself at this stage, but I 
had	to	stay	strong.	I	flew	to	the	cupboard,	
jumped	down	to	the	flower	pot	and	kept	
calling ‘follow me”. My little offspring found 
his	courage	and	flew	up	beside	me	and	I	led	
it to the safety of the tree. Once everyone 
was	calm	we	flew	off	together	and	within	a	
few days I could see they were all going to 
be	fine	so	I	wished	them	well	and	set	out	to	
find	another	mate.

I	flew	back	to	my	pad,	cleaned	up	a	bit	and	it	
wasn’t long before I charmed another beauty 
to join me so that the whole wonderful 
process could start again. My second brood 
couldn’t	wait	to	come	out	and	they	flew	
straight	into	the	tree	and	after	a	few	flying	
lessons we set off into the sky so that they 
could begin their own adventures.

I always let Joyce know when I’m in the 
area, she knows my call and knows to expect me soon. I 
have been doing this for a few years now and I think I have 
the hang of it. Joyce hasn’t seen our last few clutches leave 
home because we coax them out early morning now. I must 
have	produced	about	20	or	more	fledglings	from	my	current	
abode and Joyce told me she thinks I am a really good 
parent.

After	the	breeding	season	I	fly	here	and	there	and	see	how	
all the other birds live. I check back at my place from time 
to time to make sure no other bird has taken it over. I don’t 
want squatters! I am looking forward to breeding season 
and whoopee again and it‘s always nice to see my old friend 
Joyce again!

Footnote

I feel very privileged that this beautiful little bird has chosen 
our hanging pot for his home and visits us every year. 
Somehow we seem to have a bond and I just thought it 
would be nice and a bit of fun to TRY writing this as he sees 
the world from his eyes.

Joyce Ralston

Striated Pardalote (see 
also page 2). Photo by 
Joyce Ralston
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RECENT TAXONOMIC ‘SPLITS’ FOR 
WA BIRDS

Several recently published studies have proposed 
taxonomic ‘splits’ (that is, where taxa previously regarded 
as subspecies are found to be full species) that will be 
of interest to WA birders. Most recently, Alicia Toon and 
colleagues have published a thorough examination of the 
phylogenetic relationships of Australia’s quail-thrush forms 
using genetic techniques (Toon et al. 2012). They found 
that the widely-separated eastern and western subspecies 
of Chestnut-breasted Quail-Thrush (currently Cinclosoma 
castaneothorax castaneothorax and C. c. marginatum 
respectively) are widely divergent genetically, and are clearly 
different species despite their similar appearance. Similarly, 
they show that the two subspecies of Cinnamon Quail-
thrush from the Lake Eyre Basin and Nullarbor Plain (C. 
cinnamomeum cinnamomeum and C. c. alisteri respectively) 
also	show	sufficient	genetic	divergence,	representing	
around 1 million years of independent evolution in distinct 
biogeographical regions, to be regarded as separate species. 
Both splits have already been accepted onto the widely-
respected list maintained by the International Ornithologists’ 
Union (IOC) at www.worldbirdnames.org from version 3.0 
(IOC 2012), adding the new species Western Quail-thrush 
Cinclosoma marginatum and Nullarbor Quail-thrush C. 
alisteri to their list of world birds.

The Amytornis grasswrens have also long been a group of 
great taxonomic interest. The IOC have recently accepted 
(from version 2.7, December 2010) the split of Western 
and Thick-billed Grasswren, as comprehensively argued 
by Andrew Black and co-workers (Black et al. 2010). This 
paper showed that the adjacent South Australian subspecies 
of Amytornis textilis myall and A. t. modestus are readily 
discriminated by plumage and measurements, particularly of 
course the thick bill of modestus. Added to phylogenetic data 
published by Christidis et al. (2010), this provides a strong 
case for the split of A. modestus which retains the name 
Thick-billed Grasswren, while Amytornis textilis becomes the 
Western Grasswren, once found across southern Australia 
but now restricted to the Shark Bay region of WA (nominate 
A. t. textilis) and the north-eastern Eyre Peninsula of SA 
(A. t. myall). In a follow-up paper, Black (2011) further 
suggested that WA populations of A. t. textilis are (or were!) 
polytypic and should be split into at least two subspecies, 
reviving Gould’s A. t. macrourus for the dark-bellied, 
eucalypt-dwelling southern birds, which are unfortunately 
now presumed extinct.

Unfortunately grasswren genetic studies to date have not 
examined the status of the large, rock-dwelling Pilbara 
subspecies of Striated Grasswren Amytornis striatus whitei, 
which may also be a full species. However the Christidis et 
al.	(2010)	study	did	find	that	Striated	Grasswrens	of	the	
adjacent sandplain deserts of central WA (which share the 
rufous colour, but not large size, of whitei) are genetically 
distinct enough from southern birds to justify resurrection of 
an old subspecies-level taxon, A. s. oweni.

None of these newly-recognised taxa is endemic to Western 
Australia, though all have the greater part of their range in 
WA and will be readily ‘adopted’ as WA specialities (not least 
the two with ‘Western’ in their common names!). The IOC 
website also lists Silver-backed Butcherbird and Western 
Shrike-tit as proposed splits (IOC 2012), based on Schodde 
and Mason’s (1999) recommendations, so who knows, there 
may be more new WA birds on the way.

References

Black, A. (2011). Western Australia, home of the Grass-Wren 
(Amytornis textilis). Amytornis 3, 1-12.

Black, A., Joseph, L., Pedler, L. and Carpenter, G. A. (2010). 
A taxonomic framework for interpreting evolution within 
the Amytornis textilis-modestus complex of grasswrens. 
Emu 110, 358-363.

Christidis, L., Rheindt, F. E., Boles, W. E. and Norman, J. 
A. (2010). Plumage patterns are good indicators of 
taxonomic	diversity	but	not	of	phylogenetic	affinities	
in Australian grasswrens Amytornis (Aves: Maluridae). 
Molecular Phylogenetics and Evolution 57, 868-877.

IOC (2012) IOC World Bird Names. [Accessed 04/02/12 at 
http://www.worldbirdnames.org/updates-PS.html].

Schodde, R. and Mason, I. J. (1999). ‘The Directory of 
Australian Birds. Passerines’. (CSIRO Publishing: 
Melbourne).

Toon, A., Austin. J. J., Dolman, G., Pedler, L. and Joseph, L. 
(2012). Evolution of arid zone birds in Australia: leapfrog 
distribution patterns and mesic-arid connections in 
quail-thrush (Cinclosoma, Cinclosomatidae). Molecular 
Phylogenetics and Evolution 62, 286-295.

Martin Cake

TOP END TRAVELS

Early in October 2011 we were very fortunate to take part 
in the inaugural Territory Discoveries specialist birdwatching 
tour encompassing Darwin, Fogg Dam, river regions such 
as East and South Alligator, Adelaide and Mary, then 
on to Kakadu and Pine Creek. Advertised in Wingspan, 
the guided tour far exceeded its promises thanks to TD 
Development	Officer	Fleur	Sharp	working	in	conjunction	with	
Fisherking Safari’s Chris Parker as guide to provide the eight 
participants with the journey of a lifetime. We came from 
far	flung	Sydney,	Canberra,	Melbourne,	Adelaide	and	Perth	
and, sharing a passion for the wild, were transported into an 
enchanted realm.

Superlatives dictate descriptions of the scenery, wildlife, and 
cultural experience but they aren’t adequate really. Neither 
do they do justice to the depth of knowledge and enthusiasm 
of Chris our guide and Fleur, the originator of the adventure, 
who joined us for a few days.

The birding statistics alone are impressive, with upwards of 
140 bird species overall and highlights for us (to name just 
a few) including the Rainbow Pitta, Brolga, Black-necked 
Stork (Jabiru), Swinhoe’s Snipe, Comb-crested Jacana, 
Common Koel, Pheasant Coucal, Zitting and Golden-headed 
Cisticolas, Great Bowerbird and Arafura Fantail. We saw 
Black	and	Silver-backed	Butcherbirds,	five	Kingfishers	
— Azure, Little, Forest, Red-backed and Sacred — and 
Blue-winged Kookaburras and Figbirds, and orioles, ducks, 
finches	and	flycatchers.	Also	spotted	were	honeyeaters	
such as Red-headed, Rufous-banded, Bar-breasted, Dusky, 
White-gaped, White-lined and Blue-faced. Bar-shouldered 
Doves, Pied Imperial-Pigeons and Chestnut-quilled Rock-
Pigeons joined our list along with Hooded Parrots aplenty 
in Pine Creek, Red-winged Parrots, Varied and Red-collared 
Lorikeets around Darwin together with good sightings of 
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Varied Sittellas. We saw a Black-breasted Buzzard (nesting) 
and	many	White-bellied	Sea-Eagles	but	we	missed	the	Pacific	
Baza that others found.

Then	there	were	the	marsupials	(five	species),	reptiles	
(dragons and snakes, crocs, crocs and more crocs), spiders, 
and the multifaceted habitats from mangrove estuaries and 
monsoon	rain	forests	to	open	grasslands	and	flood	plains,	
billabongs and waterways.

But, of course, that was only part of the enjoyment. How do 
you explain the feeling of sipping champagne at Wildman 
Wilderness Resort’s Leichardt Point while watching the 
tropical	sun	set	over	the	vast	flood	plain?	Or,	the	magic	of	
seeing	the	Little	Kingfisher	dive	from	(scarlet)	flowering	fresh	
water mangroves between waterlilies and lotus blossoms 
in the Home Billabong while the watching eyes of a salty 
just break the water nearby? Or, even, the return ‘home’ 
to Wildman in the evening to the welcome of the attentive 
staff and the prospect of an icy drink in the bar with our 
companions before sitting down to world class cuisine?

Then, there was Kakadu…!

There were occasional challenges from the heat and humidity 
of the build up to the Wet of course, but that was nothing 
compared to the problem of how to manage our return 
to ordinary life in the city. Or, more to the point, how to 
manage our return for another wonderful experience of Top 
End travels!

Liz Walker and Darryl James

A TRIBUTE TO ROSE

Most members would be familiar with the impressive range 
of bird guides produced by Birds Australia Western Australia 
(now BirdLife Western Australia). The guides, mostly in 
either A3 or booklet format, cover many areas of the 
state from Wyndham and Kununurra to Busselton, Albany, 
Esperance and Kalgoorlie. They have been well-used by both 
local birders and visitors to the state and are now available 
on the BirdLife Australia website.

The guides are the result of the enthusiasm and sustained 
efforts of Allan Jones and various helpers, including artists 
who generously allowed the use of their images. Since the 
first	guide	—	for	Carnarvon	—	appeared	in	early	1993	nearly	
90 more have been produced.

But behind the scenes, Allan’s wife Rose provided invaluable 
support, handling the initial typing, helping with surveys to 
gather information, with meetings and 
editing.

When Allan died, Rose maintained her 
interest and has only recently decided 
that it is time to step down.

I have been extremely grateful 
for Rose’s guidance, support and 
assistance as I have gradually taken 
over the role of Bird Guide Coordinator. 
Her background knowledge and 
organisational skills have been 
invaluable. Rose has been particularly 
helpful when it came to ‘one-off’ 
requests which, though related, did not 

fit	within	the	guidelines	prepared	by	Allan.	Her	quick,	clear	
thinking has always provided a logical way forward.

Between them, Allan and Rose have left a wonderful legacy 
for birds and birders in Western Australia. Thank you for 
your efforts over many years, and Rose, may you now have 
extra hours for enjoying the birds and doing whatever else 
takes your fancy.

Pam Agar

HOODED PLOVER SURVEYING — 
HIGHLY RECOMMENDED

One	of	my	first	birding	ventures	since	recently	retiring	to	the	
south-west Capes region was to participate in the February 
Hooded Plover survey. For those not yet hooked on ‘Hoodies’, 
may I recommend this as a great project for birdwatchers of 
all capabilities, on the basis that nearly everyone can walk 
a section of beach and readily identify these charismatic, 
relatively large waders. My involvement began at an 
excellent workshop presentation by beach-nesting birds 
BirdLife Project Manager Grainne Maguire at Margaret River. 
A stand-out fact for me was research showing that plovers 
are disrupted by taking avoidance measures when dogs are 
on a beach regardless of whether the dog is ‘well behaved’ 
or not.

A bonus of the meeting was linking up with other ‘Hoody’ 
surveyors, resulting in me teaming up with an old friend, 
Christine Wilder, to assist with her survey sites south of 
Augusta. She has to spread her surveys out over several 
days, so I joined her for a ‘training’ session on 2 February 
to cover beaches south of Scott River National Park. Chris 
has got to know most of the landholders along this section 
of almost exclusively privately-owned coast, so we got to 
explore remote beaches seldom visited by the general public. 
And almost as a bonus, we recorded a pair of ‘Hoodies’ in a 
section that has not previously yielded any.

Then on the main survey date of 5 February, my wife Karen 
and I surveyed the beach directly east of Augusta while Chris 
went further south. On a mild, calm, overcast morning we 
paddled down the Hardy Inlet (Blackwood River) entrance 
channel from the Colour Patch store in our trusty kayak, 
which we parked on the far shore near the ‘Dead Water’. 
One	couple	who	had	done	the	same	were	walking	the	first	
kilometre of beach with their dog. Otherwise we saw no 
signs of footprints or vehicle tracks. We were kept busy 
recording	various	beach	species,	the	highlights	being	a	flock	
of 50 Sanderlings, 15 Australian Pied Oystercatchers singly 

and in small groups, and three separate 
pairs of Rock Parrots feeding on Dune 
Cabbage	flowers	on	dry	sand	above	the	
tide line. Finally, where extensive wrack 
was lumped on a wider beach behind the 
two rock outcrops off the coast at Ledge 
Point, we spotted a pair of Hooded 
Plovers with a Red-capped Plover and 
another Sanderling. But what was that 
lump	of	seaweed	doing	flapping	a	flipper	
casually in the air just behind the birds? 
Oh, for a decent camera to capture the 
image of the pair of ‘Hoodies’ scurrying 
around the obviously sleeping Fur Seal. 
Other creatures accumulated in the 
vicinity were two long-dead dolphins 
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Rose and Allan Jones. Photo 
courtesy of Rose Jones
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of unknown species and an alive but not very well Yellow-
bellied Sea-snake.

Strolling along the beach is a joy at any time. To do it while 
undertaking a survey toward an important conservation 
outcome greatly enhances the experience. And then there 
are the bonuses of discovering, who can guess, maybe just 
around the next point? Before you know it, you’ve hiked for 
two hours covering 7 km and have to persuade your legs to 
get you home again! Highly recommended.

Boyd Wykes

RAINBOW BEE-EATER, STAR SWAMP
Within a protective-fenced area of Star Swamp a Rainbow 
Bee-eater tunnel has been attended to since early October 
2011 (see photo, page 2). It was one of at least six in the 
reserve. On 23 December 2011 I heard a call from the 
tunnel. Through binoculars I saw a young bee-eater at the 
entrance, its feathers coloured but dull and spikey. This 
seems to be quite early for a bee-eater to be on the verge of 
flight.

Rod Smith

FAIRY MARTINS AT WELSHPOOL

Fairy Martins have been coming back to the Welshpool area 
since at least 2006 and it has become a regular breeding 
site. In 2006 nests were found in the culverts that run under 
the railway track. The culverts allow the Woodlupine Brook 
to	flow	under	the	railway	track	and	into	the	compensation	
basins located at the Welshpool Road and Roe Highway 
intersection.

This year a Fairy Martin colony was established under the 
Roe Highway Bridge that passes over the railway tracks and 
Sheffield	Road	in	Welshpool.	On	29	October	2011	34	active	
nests were counted under the bridge between the girders. 
Many more nests were still in progress.

Further along the Welshpool Road bridge passes over the 
railway track near the WA Bible College. At the top of the 
pylons that support this bridge many abandoned nests can 
be found from a previous breeding season. Some 14 old 
nests are still present as are the markings indicating the 
presence of other nest sites. These three known breeding 
sites are located within one kilometre.

Marcus Singor

SIGHTING OF TAGGED WADER

While on the BAWA Twitchathon in December 2011 we saw 
a	Curlew	Sandpiper	with	a	yellow	leg	flag	on	its	right	tibia.	
Records say it was banded in the north-west of Western 
Australia. It was engraved with the letters CEE (see photo, 
page 2).

Sighting: Sunday 11 December 2011, Nairn’s Reserve, 
Mandurah Estuary. Google: latitude 32o 34’, longitude 
115o 45’. Time approximately 0815, weather sunny, with 
a temperature of approximately 21oand windy, with clear 
visibility. 

Chris Hassell has commented that this is a great sighting. It 
was a juvenile bird when we caught it this year. Young birds 
are more prone to wandering than adults.

Col Heap

TAWNY FROGMOUTH

A sparse, untidy nest was noticed in our backyard Tuart on 
21 November last year (2011). From the next day on it was 
continuously occupied by a Tawny Frogmouth. By about the 
23rd an egg was sighted during the short interval — a few 
minutes — between nest occupancy, though it was soon too 
dark to see if a second bird was involved.

Many observations from inside our house indicated that the 
adult never left the nest during daylight.

A few days before Christmas the frogmouth started to adjust 
frequently its position in the nest. We’d assumed previously 
that this related to turning the egg, perhaps incorrectly this 
time.	By	Boxing	Day	a	fluffy	white	mass	was	seen,	mostly	
obscured by the parent. On 31 December 2011 the chick 
made a few brief appearances clear of parental cover and 
this time sporting quite a covering of grey through its white 
plumage.

A distinctive feature of parental care has been the 
continuous presence of an adult bird, and almost always 
covering the chick with its body. Taking photos of the chick 
required us to check the nest frequently, especially to see 
if there was movement under the adult. Then of course it 
didn’t always result in the view we wanted. Occasionally, 
when the chick was at the grey stage, it would sit upright 
with its back against its parent. Even then, its plumage 
effectively disguised it.

The adult bird had the strange habit of apparently dragging 
the chick around when a change of position was required, 
resulting in an awkward-looking rocking action as it rotated.

How they both managed to obtain food was a mystery but 
it was certainly coming from somewhere: the chick grew 
and was even seen to excrete over the edge of the nest by 
backing out from under the parent. Quite by accident we 
managed to gain a little understanding. At 9:30 pm on New 
Year’s	Eve	a	second	adult	bird	flew	to	the	nest	tree	and	
perched.	The	bird	on	the	nest	then	flew	off	and	was	replaced	
in seconds by the visiting bird.

On the morning of 3 January 2012 both birds had 
disappeared, though the chick was not likely to have been 
able	to	fly	—	gusty	conditions,	
perhaps. The next morning 
it was found, quite healthy, 
in the garden below the 
nest. Just before dark it was 
returned to the tree and fed 
some	mince.	By	first	light	the	
next morning an adult was 
with it again.

The chick grew quickly, but 
its	flight	feathers	even	more	
so. The adult maintained its 
protective presence, the two 
keeping physical contact. The 
last day they were seen the 
younger bird seemed to be 

Tawny Frogmouth  
chick, 2 January 2012 
(see also photo, page 
44). Photo by Rod 
Smith 
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large	enough	to	fly.	On	that	day	the	parent	squared	off	with	
a raven, lunging at it and with extended wings to drive it off. 
The next morning, 16 January, the perch was vacated. We 
think that the chick was three and a half weeks old.

Rod Smith

BIRDS OF CARLISLE

I discovered a dead Painted Button-quail on the road verge 
in Mint Street, Carlisle on 23 October 2009, which prompted 
me	to	reflect	on	the	birdlife	in	this	suburb	over	a	period	
of more than 60 years. I vaguely recalled seeing parrots, 
magpies, doves and greenies (Silvereyes) when I was young. 
I remembered, as a child, going to the end of the street, now 
part of the Welshpool industrial area, and playing amongst 
the banksias. In those days Tomato Lake was still a privately 
owned small farm (owned by my friend’s parents) and my 
high school’s cross country run meandered through farm 
paddocks, trees and a creek next to what is now Belmont 
Shopping Centre.

Carlisle	is	a	suburb	about	five	kilometres	from	Perth	city.	
In 1950 my parents built a house there on a traditional 
quarter acre block and subsequently bought the vacant block 
next door. Most of the trees and shrubs planted around the 
house are now a mature mix of camellia, magnolia, tacoma, 
hibiscus,	pittosporum,	grape,	fig,	grevillea	and	bottlebrush,	
with lawn and two bird baths (which have been there for 45-
50 years) visible from the house. There is one mature tree 
and several shrubs on the vacant block.

There is another vacant block behind, but most of the 
surrounding properties have two or three houses on them 
now, compared to the original single homes. This is a result 
of a trend in this suburb to build higher density housing on 
the old quarter acre blocks. A lack of space means the new 
gardens planted are much smaller, containing mostly hedge 
and border plants. A lot of the mature trees and shrubs 
are cut down when the old houses go. Despite this loss of 
mature trees, shrubs and palms, there are still a number 
dotted around Carlisle.

From October 2009 I was spending time at the old house in 
Carlisle and decided to keep a very simple record of the birds 
found on and around the property. My records are from 27 
November 2009 to 10 June 2011. I was able to record 329 of 
the possible 561 days with short observations, mostly in the 
early morning when I was gardening or doing other chores. I 
have included some other observations separately.

Table 1 (see next page) represents numbers of days the bird 
species listed was seen on the family house block and vacant 
block as well as sitting on the power lines at the front of both 
properties. I did not record these species when they were off 
the survey area. Table 2 (see page 22) represents numbers 
of	days	other	bird	species	were	seen	flying	over	the	survey	
area or on nearby properties. These species were not seen 
on or using the survey area. The tables include approximate 
numbers of birds counted, for example, two Spotted Doves 
were seen in the garden at any one time.

The Singing Honeyeater was the only native species 
recorded on the survey area every day. Laughing Dove and 
Rainbow Lorikeet were the other species recorded every day. 
Laughing Doves and Singing Honeyeaters bred successfully 
on the survey area. Rainbow Lorikeets are a more recent 

introduction	to	the	suburb	and	small	flocks	were	seen	flying	
over every day and found feeding on the ripe fruits of grapes 
and	figs	(in	summer)	in	the	garden,	so	I	have	included	them	
in Table 1.

White-tailed	Black-Cockatoos	were	seen	flying	over	or	
in eucalypts on adjacent properties. They did not land 
in	the	survey	area.	I	identified	birds	as	Carnaby’s	Black-
Cockatoo by call and when possible looked at their bills 
and appearance. Only once, on 30 April 2010, did I identify 
Baudin’s Black-Cockatoo.

On 2 March 2011, a hot summer morning, I heard birds 
screeching in the next street, went to investigate and found 
about 100 cockatoos wheeling round and perching on the 
street trees making a great deal of noise. I was able to get 
within	two	or	three	metres	of	them	and	identified	them	
as Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo. I wondered why they were 
attracted to that particular place and then watched for about 
ten minutes as small numbers of the birds took it in turns to 
fly	down	to	a	puddle	of	water	a	few	millimetres	deep	on	the	
road, seeping from the verge reticulation. The birds placed 
their heads to the side on the road and attempted to scoop 
up water with their bills.

Many years ago near Three Springs, during a duck count 
in	49°	heat,	I	remember	seeing	a	flock	of	cockatoos	flying	
to a small bird bath near a farmhouse and I wondered 
where cockatoos drink during a long hot summer in 
the metropolitan area? Perhaps they take advantage of 
situations similar to the one in Carlisle.

Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos were not seen or heard in the 
summer of 2009/2010 but appeared in September 2010 until 
March	2011.	I	saw	small	flocks	from	September	2011	almost	
every day up to when I wrote this report in January 2012. I 
only counted four to 11 birds at any time. They didn’t appear 
to	be	flying	anywhere	in	particular,	but	when	they	landed	
they seemed to favour three mature Cape Lilac trees in the 
neighbouring streets.

For a week in January this year, I saw eight Red-tailed Black-
Cockatoos in a Cape Lilac tree just a few houses away. When 
close to the tree, I could hear a soft crackling sound and the 
birds were stripping small tip branches along with the soft 
green pods and dropping them to the ground. I found the 
ground covered in small green pods about a centimetre long. 
I looked at some and found they had been cut open or in half 
(presumably by the birds’ bills) but they were mostly intact.

Before I completed this report I checked to see if the 
cockatoos were still visiting the same tree. I saw the birds 
flying	past	but	I	noticed	that	several	large	pieces	of	red	
sparkly material were tied in the top branches of the Cape 
Lilac, presumably by residents to keep the birds away. At the 
end of January, I counted 11 red-tails in another Cape Lilac 
tree nearby. I don’t remember red-tails in Carlisle over the 
years, but my comment is limited as I have not lived there 
permanently since 1966. The red-tails seemed to spend a 
great deal of time in the Cape Lilacs.

Corellas	were	heard	flying	over,	usually	while	I	was	inside,	
but it was possible sometimes to identify them as Little 
Corella and Eastern Long-billed Corella. I have grouped 
them	together.	A	small	flock	of	Little	Corellas	attempted	to	
roost unsuccessfully in a tall palm across the road and two 
or three Eastern Long-billed Corellas landed in a nearby 
eucalypt on several occasions. Corellas have become a pest 
in the metropolitan area causing noise problems and damage 
to property but they weren’t causing any problems at my 
parents’ home during my survey.

Members’ contributions, ctd
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Table 1: The number of days each bird 
species was seen in the Carlisle survey 
area between November 2009 and June 
2011.

On	19	January	2011	a	Cockatiel	flew	over,	
probably an escaped cage bird.

Laughing Kookaburras were heard at dusk on 
three occasions (March, May and November 
2010). Their distant calls came from the 
direction of the local school with mature trees 
in the grounds. I have not included them in the 
tables.

On 12 December 2011 I saw a small bird in one 
of	the	flower	beds	in	the	garden.	I	identified	
it as a Little Button-quail, mainly from the 
completely rufous head, dark grey bill and 
bill	shape,	pale	legs,	and	light	breast,	flanks	
and belly. I was surprised to see this bird and 
rushed to get my camera. The Painted Button-
quail was in the freezer still awaiting delivery 
to the WA Museum so I was able to compare 
my photographs with the frozen bird. Thanks to 
Alan	Collins	for	taking	the	time	to	confirm	my	
identification.

I didn’t know what to expect when I started 
looking more closely at the birds in Carlisle, but 
I	now	can	more	confidently	produce	a	record	of	
bird species found in an older suburb close to 
one of Australia’s major cities.

Christine Wilder

(see page 22 for Table 2)
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Table 2: Numbers of 
days other bird species 
seen flying over the 
survey area or on nearby 
properties, Carlisle
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EMU CLUTCH SIZE

On	finding	a	couple	of	photographs	sent	to	me	of	an	
Emu with a large number of chicks in his care I thought 
I could share this with other readers. The bird was seen 
at Boolbardie Golf Course, 
Denham (Shark Bay) in 
Western Australia in July 
2010. One photo clearly 
shows twenty-eight young 
whilst the other shows the full 
accompaniment of twenty-nine, 
perhaps thirty young. HANZAB 
states that the maximum 
number of eggs seen in a nest 
was 24 but also that mixing 
of broods can occur. Perhaps 
this family gathering has 
been a result of such mixing. 
I witnessed such mixing at a 
drying wetland in 2008 when a 
number of males were present 
with their young, most making 
a hasty departure with their 
brood following. I noted one 
adult moving in my direction, 
but this seemed odd when 
all other birds were moving 
away.	All	fell	into	perspective	when	one	fleeing	adult	halted	
near	the	bird	moving	toward	me,	a	bit	of	a	re-shuffle	and	
both adults ran off in separate directions with their young 
following. How the male knew which group his chicks had 
mixed with puzzles me, as there were a lot of Emus there. 
And secondly, as these families were re-united, how is it that 
some mixed broods remain mixed? The death of the caring 
male would be one plausible explanation. Are there any 
more?

Les George

OSPREY AT WALPOLE

I saw this Eastern Osprey in Walpole recently (see photo, 
page 44). It had a silver bream between its feet. My son-in-
law,	an	expert	fisherman,	informs	me	that	the	osprey’s	mate	
was watching from a tree on the edge of the inlet.

Is it not a thing of great beauty?

Philippa Beckerling

CRAKES AND RAIL AT LAKE 
CLAREMONT

In	early	November	2011	I	saw,	for	the	first	time,	Australian	
Spotted Crakes at Lake Claremont (WABN No. 140, p20). 
Shortly after I had advised Bruce Haynes about this exciting 
development, he was lucky enough also to see the two 
other	crake	possibilities	there.	During	the	first	half	of	
December I invested much time unsuccessfully looking for 
them. Eventually, in the week before Christmas, I managed 
to sight them both. In a couple of visits, equipped with 
camera and hide, I managed a few photos (see page 44).

The Spotted Crakes are relatively bold and, although never 
straying too far from the reed beds, spend some time 
foraging in areas of shallow open water and soft mud. 
Baillon’s and Spotless Crakes are shyer and much more 
secretive; when they do emerge into the open they tend to 
move very quickly back to cover.

The Buff-banded Rail has put 
in regular appearances at the 
lake over the years. Previously 
I only saw it on an island in 
the west. More recently, since 
the establishment of native 
reed beds close to the eastern 
shoreline, it has expanded its 
range into that area.

In recent years the Town 
of Claremont, with very 
substantial support from the 
Friends of Lake Claremont, 
have invested much time and 
money in the rehabilitation 
of the lake and surrounding 
bushland. There has also 
been increased breeding of 
Australasian Grebes and Dusky 
Moorhen, so the good work 
in improving the habitat now 
seems to being paying off.

The attached photos were all taken with a Canon 60D and 
100-400 mm lens.

David Free

MCNEILL’S MARVELS

McNeill Claypan to the east of Carnarvon is listed as an 
important wetland in the Directory of Important Wetlands in 
Australia (Environment Australia 2001). Though ephemeral, 
it can host thousands of waterfowl when conditions are 
favourable. 

This	wetland	was	filled	to	over	capacity	during	the	floods	
of December 2010 and early 2011 and water levels remain 
higher than normal for this time of year from supplementary 
winter	rainfall.	The	first	signs	of	breeding	were	seen	on	25	
April 2011, when both Black Swans and Australian Wood 
Ducks were seen with young. However, it later became 
evident that breeding had begun earlier, judging from the 
size	of	some	cygnets.	At	least	five	species	of	duck	have	been	
or were breeding there and as water levels dropped, other 
land based waterbirds such as Australian Spotted Crake, 
Buff-banded Rail and Black-tailed Native-hen began to breed. 
Now that water levels have declined further, a number 
of waders are evident, some of which have also bred or 
continue to breed, such as Red-kneed Dotterel. This wetland 
always seems to have something new to offer almost every 
time I visit; it has magnetism. I cannot stay away as this 
magnetism continues to draw me back.

Of the 130 bird species recorded on or around McNeill 
Claypan, 63 species are dependent on water or need to be 
near water for breeding and 20 of these have bred here 
this season. On 26 October 2011 I was surveying the more 
remote south-eastern part of this wetland, some parts such 
as this I had never visited before, and 65 species were seen. 

Emu with chicks, Boolbardie Golf Course, 
Denham. Photo by Susan Naldret
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Some of these sightings were surprising, such as Curlew 
Sandpiper and an Eastern Curlew that I would expect to see 
on the coast but not here. On 4 November 2011 I decided to 
survey for waders alone, starting from the north and walking 
down	the	lesser-visited	eastern	quarter.	My	first	encounter	
was also a surprise, in fact it made my day. On 18 October 
2011 I had seen an Australian Pratincole, only the second 
I had ever seen in the Gascoyne, but this time there were 
three,	one	of	them	a	flightless	juvenile.	Obviously	they	had	
bred here. Consulting HANZAB (Higgins 
and Davies 1996), I found that there had 
been previous records of this species in 
upper reaches of rivers in the Gascoyne 
and Pilbara regions. Johnstone et al. 
(2000) stated that the species occurred 
as a rare visitor to the Carnarvon Basin, 
having been recorded in the far north 
of the region, on the lower Minilya River 
and on Brickhouse Station on the lower 
Gascoyne, with one breeding record from 
the lower Minilya in July.

Never a dull moment, the birding world is 
full of little mysteries.

Les George
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MALLEEFOWL RETURN TO 
DURRACOPPIN NATURE RESERVE

An active Malleefowl Leipoa ocellata mound was found in 
heathland in the Durracoppin Nature Reserve, during a brief 
visit there on 1 September 2011. The nest was still in use on 
6 October and an adult was disturbed nearby.

While Malleefowl were recorded in the reserve during WA 
Museum surveys in the 1970s (Dell 1978), they were never 
seen by CSIRO staff who worked intensively within the 
reserve between 1983 and 1995, although ancient, disused 
mounds were found. 

To our knowledge, the nearest source population for 
colonising birds would be 26 km to the east, where we 
recorded a bird crossing Fisher Road in 2001. It is tempting 
to suggest that the recent active fox and cat control program 
in the surrounding Kellerberrin area may have contributed to 
the return of this species to the Durracoppin Nature Reserve.

Michael and Lesley Brooker

Dell, J. (1978). Birds of Kodj Kodjin and Durakoppin 
Reserves. Records of the Western Australian Museum 
Supplement No. 7, 55-68.

WHAT IS HAPPENING TO BIRD FOOD 
SUPPLIES?
Over the last month or so (late 2011 – 1st week February 

2012), there has been an amazing 
shortage/lack of blossom in my study 
area at Yarra/Qualen/Darkin Roads.

Over this period, there ought to be lots 
of Marri and, to a slightly lesser extent, 
Jarrah	in	flower,	but	there	has	been	—	
quite literally — none of either, nor for 
that matter is there anywhere near the 
normal	amount	of	Wandoo	flower	(only	
four of these trees was seen to have any 
blossom at all, over a 40 km survey on 
5 February) This was noted not to be 
a local phenomenon: driving along the 
Brookton Highway as far as the Yarra 
Road junction, on that same day, I saw 
no sign of either Jarrah or Marri blossom 
once I had progressed eastwards of the 
crest of the Darling escarpment — that is 
over a distance of approximately 35 km. 
At this date there should be masses of 

trees covered in blossom along that section of road. I accept 
that	the	extent	of	this	flowering	varies	from	year	to	year,	
but never previously have I recorded ‘nil’ on such a date. 
Oddly this situation was in direct variance with the situation 
pertaining over the immediate foothills areas, where the 
situation seemed to be almost normal. A subsequent visit 
has resulted in the recording of more blossom developing 
along the Brookton Highway — although still only as a ‘poor’ 
season, but there is still virtually none present in my study 
area.

From discussion, I have now realised that this lack of 
flowering	is	widespread	—	both	geographically	and	in	terms	
of the species involved — and, so far as my study area is 
concerned this lack of eucalypt blossom is a continuance, 
if a more emphatic statement of the shortage of blossom 
that has been experienced over the mid-spring to present 
period.	Over	that	period	the	flowering	of	dryandras,	banksias	
and now the Jarrah/Marri has deteriorated from ‘seriously-
impaired’ to ‘failed’ there; throughout that period too, 
the amount of Wandoo blossom has been far less than 
normal. This season’s better than average rainfalls have 
been transformed into exceptionally good growth but this 
seemingly	has	been	at	the	expense	of	flowering.

This appears, from the results I am getting, to have had 
a very marked effect on the numbers of birds in my study 
site, obviously honeyeaters and the like, but also in numbers 
of insectivores. The insects are probably ‘feeling the pinch’ 
for the same reason, too — but I have no data for that. 
I have heard that many people are witnessing a drop in 
the numbers of honeyeaters and think that an appeal for 
members to record this would be well worthwhile. Over the 
15 years of my visits to Yarra Road, I have not experienced 
an event of this type or magnitude.

The reporting by a number of members will give a much 
better and wider picture than can be achieved by one 
person. Apart from the area I have noted, I have had 
comment that a similar shortage of blossom prevails 
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Australian Pratincole. Photo 
by Les George
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elsewhere, even as far off as Ongerup. Beyond the 
immediate, the lack of any blossom will, of course, have the 
longer-term effect, in that there will be no subsequent nut 
crop for the cockatoos, parrots, etc — it looks like hard times 
ahead!

I would therefore like to encourage contributors to submit 
observations and comment concerning areas that they 
know well, or at least well enough to be able to outline the 
changes of status of bird numbers/ populations, at least 
for some key groups such as say honeyeaters, that have 
occurred over the last few months. It would be helpful to 
have such reporting continuing until the situation reverts to 
‘normal’. If such comments could be given in parallel with 
others concerning observed differences between the extent 
and amount of blossom, for such key species as dryandras, 
banksias, eucalypts, etc, for this season compared to 
average ones, then a pattern may well arise.

It may be that some observers have also recognised other 
factors: for instance, some insects seem to have declined 

markedly, too. The numbers of feral bees in my study area, 
already declining over the last few years, as a result, no 
doubt, of the prevailing dry conditions, have now been 
reduced to exceptionally low numbers. Whereas by now 
every residual source of water would normally be ringed 
by them, on the last two visits not a single bee was noted 
around any water source. OK, so this may not be a bad 
thing, but I feel sure that some other groups of invertebrates 
have been similarly affected. So perhaps some notes could 
be added in that direction, too.

It would also be interesting and useful to document any 
observed decline in, or lack of, the jarrah/marri nut crop over 
a large area.

I encourage members to report their observations in WA 
Bird Notes or, at least, to let me know of any relevant 
observations. I can be contacted at the WA Museum, or by 
email John.Darnell@museum.wa.gov.au.

John Darnell
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CLUES
Across
3. Cove in Perth area, noted for waders.
5. Wing spot giving name to stocky NW species.
8. A very active, small wader.
10. Waders may follow the water out on this tide.
12. Crakes, rails, moorhens and coots are … Rallidae 

family members.
13. A male Orange Chat has a black one.
14. Many birds do this in the heat of the day.
15. Substance secreted by gland at base of tail in 

some waterbirds.
17. Large, conspicuously coloured duck of southern 

Australia.
20. A pelican is … large it needs a long take-off path.
22.	 Well-camouflaged	nocturnal	bird.
24. One parrot owns a scarlet one.
27. Swallows may use these as alternative nest-

sites.
28. Eyre Bird Observatory (abbreviation).
29. Seed eater, often of dry areas.
30.	 To	find	a	Night	Parrot	would	be	one	come	true!
31. Rock Parrots commonly feed among these.

Down
1. Large seabird.
2. Emus have vestigial wings … true or false?
4. Names a ship and a bird.
6. Extreme north or south region.
7. Colour of New Holland Honeyeater wing-patch.
9. Male ducks.
11. Wetland chain south of Perth.
16. Duck, more common in Murray-Darling Basin 

than in southern WA.
18.	 Item	of	forest	floor	debris.
19. Colour of one of chats.
21. Pursued.
23. Uncommon seabird visitor to WA from the Arctic.
25. Gallinago is the generic name of these birds.
26. Shape of Yellow-rumped Thornbill nest.

See page 42 for Answers

Crossword No. 10
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byPam Agar
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Notices

ADVANCED BIRD ID CLASSES
VENUE: WA ECO CENTRE

16 - 17 June and 14 - 15 July 2012
The BirdLife WA Community Education Committee 
will be offering another opportunity to learn more about 
identification, field marks, characteristics and bird 
sounds to add to your enjoyment of birds.The following 
classes will be held in June and July at the WA ECO 
CENTRE, 167 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat, WA 6014.

Presenters: John Blyth, Frank O’Connor, Rod  
   Smith and Brice Wells
Date: Sat - June 16th  Endemic Australian  

 Families.
  Sun - June 17th  Wrens and   
   Acanthizas

 Sat July 14th  Birds of Conservation 
  Significance

 Sun July 15th  Raptors, Nightbirds  
 and Rallidae

Registration: 8.45am
Class:  9.00am – 12.30pm –morning tea  
   provided
Cost:  $12 per class, to be paid on the day.

Bookings: Phone the BirdLife Western Australia 
office on 9383 7749 during office hours 

Mon-Fri 9.30 am – 12.30 pm 
or email: wa@birdlife.org.au

State your name, a contact number, 
email address and the date of the sessions 

you wish to attend.

Rangelands surveys 2012
The dates for this year’s Rangelands Surveys have been set 
as 14 to 29 July. We have some venues under consideration 
but are waiting for the end of the cyclone season to make a 
final decision.

For an excellent report on the 2010 surveys from a 
participant’s viewpoint please see David Bell’s article on 
page 30 of the last issue (December 2011) of WABN.

For further information, to make a suggestion or to add 
your name to the list, please contact one of the following:

Alyson & Ed (9299 6283) 
or Roma & David (9407 8938) 
or Pam & George (9457 2292) 
or Ruth and John (9348 2098)

Note: This listing for the quarter ended 31 January 
2012 is unavailable due to the switchover to BirdLife 
as from 1 January 2012 and all WA BAWA and BOCA 
members are now BirdLife Australia members. We will 
resume listing new members in the next issue.

BirdLife Australia
Bird lovers, we have some exciting news …

The new BirdLife Australia website 
is live!

birdlife.org.au is the place to go for everything about 
Australia’s birds and their conservation.

Whether you want help to learn more about our native 
birds, wish to find out about some of the important 
conservation work we do, or perhaps want to get 
involved with those who share your passion for birds in 
your local area – it’s all ready and waiting for you.

A few tips and facts about the new site:

• Navigating our new website is easy with large white 
drop down boxes that give you all of our content at a 
glance

• Look out for the incredible All about Birds section – 
it’s been developed just for the new site and we think 
it’s great!

• This is phase one of the new website development 
(we hope you love it!) Phase two will come later in the 
year with even more on offer...

The new website brings together the work of Birds 
Australia and Bird Observation & Conservation 
Australia (BOCA), the two organisations that merged to 
create BirdLife Australia.

Thank you for being part of our truly motivated 
community of bird lovers, and helping us to create a 
bright future for Australia’s birds.

Explore, Learn, Discover, Enjoy!

New WA members
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Country branches

8 November 2011 outing, Denmark
Although driving rain accompanied us en route to Denmark, 
13 of us were rewarded with what turned out to be a 
pleasant day of birding. After a brief stop along Wilson Inlet 
to observe nesting Fairy Terns, we continued on to the Ocean 
Beach Lookout where a variety of shorebirds could be seen. 
We had an invitation to visit Tina Smith's property where 
Red-winged Fairy-wren, Red-eared Firetail, White-breasted 
Robin and Western Rosella could be seen at close quarters. 
A walk along the Denmark River offered more interesting 
sightings	including	Brown	Goshawk	and	Sacred	Kingfisher.	A	
respectable 56 species were seen. 

13 December 2011, Two Peoples Bay
Howling easterlies and drizzle greeted us when we met at 
Lower King Bridge. In spite of the poor weather we found 
a surprising number of birds in a nearby patch of bush 
including Red-eared Firetail, Red-winged Fairy-wren and 
Golden Whistler. Not much was visible on Oyster Harbour, 
but White-faced Heron, Yellow-billed Spoonbill and Common 
Sandpiper offered good views on the King River side of the 
bridge.	We	stopped	briefly	at	Prideaux	Road	Reserve	where	
birds	keeping	out	of	the	wind	made	it	difficult	to	see	even	
the most common species. We soon agreed to have an early 
lunch and headed out to Two Peoples Bay where the drizzle 
stopped long enough for a dry Christmas lunch and excellent 
views of a Southern Boobook.

4 – 6 January 2012, Albany Summer Bird 
Identification	Course
Despite a few late cancellations, 19 people participated in 
the 3-day bird course led by Ray Garstone, Wayne Zadow, 
Brad Kneebone and Anne Bondin. Strong winds made it a 
struggle to observe birds at times, but we still managed 
to see a good variety of bushbirds during our excursions 

to Lake Seppings, Prideaux Road Reserve and Kamballup 
Nature Reserve. On the last day, which was dedicated to the 
identification	of	shorebirds,	gale-force	winds	made	it	virtually	
impossible to use either binoculars or spotting scope without 
getting seasick.

17 January outing, Albany Harbours/Lake 
Seppings
Finally decent weather conditions! We met at Rushy Point 
on Princess Royal Harbour to look for shorebirds. Whilst 
numbers were low we enjoyed good views of Bar-tailed 
Godwit, Common Greenshank, Great Knot, Ruddy Turnstone 
as	well	as	Grey	and	Pacific	Golden	Plover.	We	were	thrilled	to	
discover that “Agent Orange” had returned from Siberia. The 
bird	is	one	of	two	Pacific	Golden	Plovers	tagged	with	yellow	
and	orange	leg	flags	in	Albany	in	March	2007	and	which	have	
regularly	returned	to	this	site	over	the	past	five	years.	At	
Lake Seppings we found only small numbers of waterbirds 
— the sighting of a Blue-billed Duck with a young was a 
highlight. Water levels were high by the time we reached 
Emu Point, and only a handful of shorebirds remained.

Anne Bondin

Future outings
Excursions will take place on Tuesday, 13 March, 10 April, 8 
May and 12 June. More details about destinations, where to 
meet, etc, will be made available on E-news. You can also 
check the Albany Bird Group's website:

http://sites.google.com/site/albanybirds/Home

Excursion leaders will be either Ray Garstone (PH: 9844 
7540), Brad Kneebone (PH: 9845 2233) or Anne Bondin 
(PH: 9844 1793). Feel free to contact any us for further 
information.

ALBANY BRANCH

BUNBURY BRANCH

We	had	a	wonderful	five	hours	birdwatching	around	my	
daughter’s Dunsborough property. We would have seen 
about 30 Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos over the day and they 
had a few juveniles judging by the continuous screeching 
of some of them as they clung to tree trunks while a parent 
chewed away at another spot on the trunk.

The Splendid Fairy-wrens were beautiful and also 
plentiful, and I was delighted to eventually see Red-
capped Robins, a Western Yellow Robin, brilliant Golden 
Whistlers whose calls break the silence most of the day, 
a young Striated Pardalote not far from its tree knob nest 

which I actually saw it enter then reappear, and what I think 
had to be Masked Woodswallow young. They were very 
high on a dead limb, with very white breasts as I looked 
up at them but the heads seemed shadowed on the few 
occasions they looked down, and the parent feeding them 
dartingly,	had	a	swallow	flight	pattern	and	definite	dark	
areas on its head and wings.

Added to this list were the more visual species one would 
expect, but no honeyeaters, which surprised me.

Anne Lee-Steere
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August 2011 outing:  A group of nine members visited 
the Mitchell property, 12 km north of Esperance. This is an 
undulating farming property with a series of small paper-
bark swamps. The day was clear and cool but somewhat 
short on birds with 18 species observed, including a Wood 
Sandpiper and Singing Honeyeater.

October 2011 outing, Cocanarup campout:  Cocanarup 
is a timber reserve 5 km west of Ravensthorpe. The campout 
was organised by Raana Scott, the Project Manager of 
the Carnaby’s Black- Cockatoo Recovery Project. Seven 
Esperance members joined Friends of the Fitzgerald to assist 
with the recording of Carnaby’s nesting sites. Guided by 
previous GPS readings, the volunteers checked previously 
used nests for occupancy. A very simple but effective method 
is employed — tapping on the trunk of the tree and waiting 
to see if a female looks down. At the same time, volunteers 
were observing the movement of cockatoos and trying to 
find	if	any	new	nests	had	been	established.	The	weekend	
ended on a very positive note with an increase in the total 
nests	occupied.	The	fellowship	around	the	campfire	was	an	
added bonus to a successful campout.

November 2011 outing, Machen Road property, 
Salmon Gums:  It was an early start to travel the 100 km 
to Salmon Gums to survey approximately 200 ha of remnant 
bush	in	typical,	flat,	eucalypt	country.	It	was	a	beautiful,	
warm day and we alighted from our vehicles to the sound 
of happy birds — in fact, happy nesting birds! As we sat 
enjoying an early morning cup of tea we observed Restless 
Flycatchers, Dusky Woodswallows, Tree Martins and Willie 
Wagtails, busy with the business of nesting. We were also 
delighted by Rainbow Bee-eaters, Purple-crowned Lorikeets 
and White-browed Babblers passing through the surrounding 
trees. On a walk through the bush a Western Yellow Robin, 

Blue-breasted Fairy-wren, Weebill, Grey Strike-thrush and 
Spotted and Striated Pardalotes were sighted. Altogether, 22 
species were seen during a very enjoyable day.

December 2011 outing, Lake Monjinup Christmas 
lunch:  Lake Monjinup is an area 14 km west of Esperance. 
Since 1993 the 102 ha reserve has undergone extensive 
rejuvenation with construction of boardwalks, pathways, 
hides and a large covered barbecue area, under the direction 
of the Lake Monjinup Development Committee. It has been 
the December meeting place for some years thanks to its 
wonderful birdlife and the great Christmas lunch facilities.

Again “Monji” came up trumps, with 29 species being 
observed. Ten waterbirds were seen including Hardhead, 
Black-fronted Dotterel and Australian White Ibis. Among the 
bushbirds spotted were Golden Whistler, Western Spinebill 
and White-browed Scrubwren. With 20 members present it 
was	a	very	successful	and	fitting	end	to	the	year.

January 2012, visit by Dr Grainne McGuire, Lake 
Warden:  January is not a usual meeting time but with 
Hooded Plover guru Grainne McGuire in town and offering a 
‘Hoodie’ workshop it was too good an opportunity to miss. 
The day was very well attended and began with a visit to 
the south-eastern end of Lake Warden where we sighted 
ten Hooded Plovers including six juveniles. After observing 
waders on the Esperance Golf Club Lakes, the group headed 
back	to	the	Esperance	Natural	Resource	Management	offices	
for a very informative workshop on the nesting habits and 
conservation needs of the Hooded Plover, delivered by Dr 
McGuire. Esperance Bird Observers’ Group was pleased to 
welcome three new members as a result of an interesting 
day.

Dale Johnson

MYALUP BIRD OBSERVERS BRANCH (MBO)

In mid 2011, as a result of reactivated interest within the 
community and lobbying by Tony France, the Myalup Bird 
Observers has been reactivated. With Errol Harwood offering 
to act as convenor we will have a new branch of BirdLife 
Western	Australia	at	Myalup.	The	group	meets	on	the	first	
Saturday of each month (with the exception of January) and 
sets out to one or more locations in the district according to 
the desire of the group.

On 3 December 2011 the region of the beach south of 
the Main Spit of Lake Preston was visited and then the 
lake via the Main Spit to inspect the fossils located on the 
eastern shore of Lake Preston and south of the Main Spit 
(Fossil Rocks). The reasons for this were that Tony had 
reported about a pair of Hooded Plovers which were possibly 
establishing and defending their territory preparatory to 
breeding and the opportunity of familiarising new members 
with ‘Pink Lake’ and the Fossil Rock feature of Lake Preston.

As result of substantial rains during November 2011 the level 
of	Lake	Preston	at	the	time	of	the	field	trip	was	about	65%	
capacity, after its lowest level ever recorded last year, and 
the Pink Lake was brimming again.

Of the two distinctive natural spits at the lower end of Lake 
Preston, the Main Spit is the most extensive, with its east/
west axis covering about 2 km at the widest part of the lake. 
The northern sector of beach south of the western end of 
the Main Spit provides a wide western trunk to the Main Spit 
while the elevated ridge of the 200 m-wide Main Spit forms 
a virtual causeway across the lake that provides stunning 
views to the north and south of the lake. Lake Preston is 
27.5 km long and the Main Spit is located towards the lower 
third of the lake. During the summer months the Main Spit 
provides walking access between the western and eastern 
shores of Lake Preston.

Crossing the Spit the party encountered on south shore 
an	adult	‘Hoodie’	loafing	with	an	8-10-week-old	juvenile	
alongside.

Tony had half expected that the reducing lake level would 
have induced the arrival of migratory waders. However the 
first	traverse	of	the	Main	Spit	was	disappointing.	The	party	
was not totally disappointed, for on the return plod across 
the Spit we observed a few Red-capped Plovers close to a 
small	flock	of	foraging	Red-necked	Stints	that	had	turned	up	
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later, together with another pair of Hooded Plovers with a 
juvenile.

Hooded Plover, Lake Preston

On Saturday 5 November 2011, during the Myalup Bird 
Observer’s	monthly	field	outing,	we	observed	two	adult	
Hooded Plovers at the South Main Spit Beach location. A day 
or so prior I had seen one of the Hooded Plover adults chase 
off two Red-capped Plovers, and so I suspect the Hooded 
Plovers were establishing a breeding territory at a known 
breeding site.

The	day	following	I	did	a	field	trip	alone	
as far as the Paperbark fence location. 
At the slightly exposed summit of the 
tallest island at the Bay of Islands 
location I observed a lone Hooded 
Plover adult. Just south of Paperbark 
fence I saw another lone adult Hooded 
Plover perched on a rocky outcrop.

En	route	I	found	a	stationary	flock	
of <90 Red-necked Stints and an 
extended (over about a ½ km) 
swimming	flock	of	2500<	Australian	
Shelduck, perhaps the largest 
aggregation of that species I have 
ever observed at Lake Preston. Nearby 
I	found	a	flock	of	20	Red-necked	
Avocets. At the south-west pocket I counted up to 73 Black 
Swans.

Tony France

Lake	Preston	field	trip,	4	February	2012
With only one apology received, seven members and their 
leader, Tony France, turned up at Myalup for a morning 
field	trip	at	nearby	west	Lake	Preston	on	the	morning	of	4	
February. The previous trip in early December 2011 took in 
the Main Spit, some 7 km north of Myalup, so the South Spit 
(close to Myalup) came in for surveillance on this occasion.

Tony	first	recounted	the	loss	of	Hooded	Plover	eggs	(2)	from	
a nest he found at Inlet Cove (some 17 km north of Myalup) 
on 23 January. On 28 January he found the eggs gone and 
the immediate nest area and beyond criss-crossed by tracks 

of at least one quad-bike. It seems the Australia Day holiday 
period was not a celebratory day for those would-be ‘Hoodie’ 
parents. Tony provided members with a copy of illustrated 
tables	of	coloured-leg	flags	used	by	each	nation	to	tag	
migratory waders captured there.

The south spit shares its chief features with the Main 
Spit: each links the lake’s west shore to the east shore; 
each is wide, and show similar sub strata, with mostly low 
vegetation along the elevated ridge crown.

However, the Main Spit is interrupted 
at high lake levels by a long decline 
at the eastern end. The South Spit 
shows a relatively narrow but well 
defined	gravel	spillway	two-thirds	
of the way across, and which allows 
overspill to the north from the most 
southern body of water. However, 
within living memory neither Spit 
has ever fully inundated after winter 
rains.

To the south of the Main Spit, mostly 
distant Black Swans, Australian 
Shelducks,	Pacific	Black	Ducks	and	
some Grey Teal predominated. Only 
one	flight	of	a	distant	flock	of	small	
waders was seen, with a Red-capped 

Plover or two at the southern side of the Spit’s foreshore, 
plus one lone White-faced Heron.

From an elevated limestone outcrop, everywhere it seemed 
shelduck	flocks	predominated.	When	disturbed,	they	also	
alarmed	into	flight	a	medium	flock	of	small	waders,	leaving	
behind only a few scattered Red-capped Plovers.

With some time in hand, a snap decision was made to check 
up on Tony France’s previous sightings of a Hooded Plover 
chasing off Red-capped Plovers at a site about 6 km north of 
Myalup.

Shortly, from the main lake shore’s observation point, some 
150 metres from the low island, a lone adult Hooded Plover 
was	seen	mostly	loafing.	The	ubiquitous	shelduck	were	
present	in	numbers;	also,	a	very	extensive	flock	of	small	
waders,	probably	(but	not	confirmed)	Red-necked	Stints	and	
some Red-capped Plovers.

Tony France

Hooded Plover pair, South Spit 
Beach, Myalup, 3 December 2011.  
Photo by Philippa Beckerling

Quality of digital photographs
IMPORTANT PLEASE READ!

When submitting photos for use in WABN, please send a high quality image, eg, 300 dpi, 
with a file size of at least 500 kb.

It is suggested  that the settings on your digital camera be changed to the maximum resolution (setting).

Another area that could cause a problem is that some e-mail programs automatically reduce the file size so 
these settings could be adjusted to maintain the original file size.

When e-mailing images please attach them to an e-mail and not embedded in a Word document or in the 
e-mail itself.
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Excursion reports
COLLINS ROAD, 6 NOVEMBER 2011

The small band who braved a threatening sky on 6 
November 2011 had an interesting morning at the Collins 
Road site in Flint State Forest, recording 32 species. A pair 
of Crested Shrike-tits were obliging and unusually vocal. 
Species with eggs or chicks in the nest included Restless 
Flycatcher, Willie Wagtail, Dusky Woodswallow and Blue-
breasted	Fairy-wren.	A	Horsfield’s	Bronze-Cuckoo	fledgling	
was being fed by Splendid Fairy-wrens.

Michael and Lesley Brooker

ALFRED COVE, 4 DECEMBER 2011

The wind and the high level of water caused most birds to 
go somewhere else, out of sight anyway, but it was a very 
pleasant stroll and there were enough lovely birds to satisfy 
most of us. A total of 45 species was seen, with the possible 
highlights being Great Knots and White-winged Triller (see 
photos, page 43).

Many thanks, John.

Stella Stewart-Wynne

LAKE MCLARTY, 
18 DECEMBER 
2011

After several unsuccessful 
tries over the last two 
seasons,	we	finally	managed	
a Lake McLarty walk with 
water in the lake! In fact, 
water level was excellent 
for waders but for some 
reason they hadn’t arrived — 
possibly there was too much 
water elsewhere. The only 
migratory waders seen at 
the lake were six Common 
Greenshanks, but three 
Gull-billed Terns and a good 
number of Stubble Quails 
compensated the 14 people 
who attended — all up, 53 species were recorded at the lake.

The	lack	of	waders	meant	the	walk	finished	early,	so	we	
continued onto Nairns, on Peel Inlet, via Thompson and 
Greenlands Roads. The two roads produced Brown Songlark, 
White-winged Triller and Banded Lapwing, while Nairns had a 
reasonable variety of common wader species including Bar-
tailed Godwit, Curlew and Sharp-tailed Sandpiper, and Red-
necked Stint, but nothing too unusual.

John Graff

WELLARD WETLANDS, 
31 DECEMBER 2011

A group of 20 birdwatchers met at Wellard Wetlands. The 
group comprised 11 members and nine visitors (variously 
from the US, the UK and the Solomon Is, as well as WA).

The weather was pleasant and not too hot. The water levels 
were high, and the two large ponds at the end of the straight 
part	of	the	main	track	were	joined	by	a	water-filled	channel.	
As a result, we saw several species of waterbird but few 
waders.

Six species of duck were seen: Musk Duck, Australian Wood 
Duck,	Grey	Teal,	Pacific	Black	Duck,	Hardhead	and	Blue-
billed Duck, plus an expanding family of Domestic Geese 
which has been in residence at Wellard for some time. 
Probably because of the high water levels, the only waders 
seen by most of the party were a small number of Black-
winged Stilts and Banded Stilts. A few people continued 
north to the furthest ponds near Mundijong Road and added 
Black-fronted Dotterel to the wader list.

Usually Wellard has a good number of Whistling Kites, but on 
this occasion a Whistling Kite was only spotted later in the 
walk, and a Swamp Harrier was also seen earlier.

Good views of the Regent Parrot (near the car park and 
seating area) and Red-capped Parrot were obtained by 
some	of	the	group.	The	Sacred	Kingfisher	and	Australian	
Reed-Warbler were observed, but despite a search in the 
likely area to the west of the car park, no Tawny Frogmouth 
was located. All woodswallow species have been absent on 
the BAWA walks at Wellard since the latest clay extraction 
activity a few years ago.

Our sightings for the day 
were 48 species, plus one 
tiger snake, which was only 
spotted after several of the 
group had walked over the 
spot where it was!

Charles Merriam

CANNING RIVER 
REGIONAL PARK, 
WILSON, 8 
JANUARY 2012

Nineteen members and 
seven visitors including one 
from the United Kingdom 

met outside the Eco-Centre on a clear, cool sunny morning 
for	a	leisurely	walk	along	the	Canning	River	to	Greenfield	
Street bridge and back along the other side — The Loop 
Walk — including a quick look at the Leige Street site and 
the Carden Street lake. A total of 49 species were observed. 
After morning tea the keen participants took a short stroll 
to Wilson Lake where another seven species were added 
bringing the morning total to 56 species.

Pam Agar

Red-necked Avocet, Lake McLarty (see also photo, 
page 43). Photo by Ian Wallace
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CLARKSON RESERVE, MAYLANDS, 
12 JANUARY

The second running of this river walk attracted 12 members 
for an easy stroll through riverside parkland. Mistletoebirds 
were common along the river, but seeing them well proved 
tricky. The same applied for the Little Grassbirds in the 
samphire, but a Common Sandpiper proved more obliging. 
Unfortunately, there was no sign of the breeding Rainbow 
Bee-eaters seen previously on this walk. An Australian Hobby 
flew	over	at	morning	tea	to	bring	the	tally	for	the	day	to	42	
species, three more than on the previous walk here in 2009.

John Graff

LAKE MCLARTY, 14 JANUARY

After	a	string	of	failures,	a	Lake	McLarty	walk	finally	provided	
waders for the 17 people who attended this walk. Banded 
Stilt and Red-necked Avocet were seen easily from the lake 
shore, but the migratory waders were feeding out in the 
centre of the lake, necessitating some wading which was 
a little uncomfortable at times! The reward was a good 
variety of waders including both species of godwit (including 
a Black-tailed Godwit in breeding 
plumage), Red Knot, Marsh Sandpiper 
and Pectoral Sandpiper, in addition to 
the common species like Sharp-tailed 
Sandpiper and Red-necked Stint. Four 
Pacific	Golden	Plovers	were	also	seen	
in	flight	but	not	relocated.	Bushbird	
variety was relatively low though, and 
the overall tally for the walk was a 
relatively low (for McLarty) 54 species.

John Graff

WOODMAN POINT, 22 
JANUARY

Most of the 15 members on this excursion were greeted 
by	an	Eastern	Reef	Egret	in	the	car	park	on	a	fine,	warm	
morning with a small breeze. As the excursion commenced 
an	Arctic	Jaeger	sped	past	the	group.	Two	immature	Pacific	
Gulls sat quietly for photographs and allowed Judy Blyth to 
sketch them! Waders seen were Great Knot, Grey Plover, 
Ruddy Turnstone and Red-capped Plover. Unfortunately, a 
dog chased the main wader group to the next beach before 
some of the group was able to see them.

Robyn Pickering

ALBANY CAMPOUT, 26 – 29 JANUARY

Twenty-seven birders escaped the heat of Perth to enjoy a 
campout based at Kalgan River Caravan Park. Excursions 
went as far east as Waychinicup and Cheyne Beach in 
the hope of seeing a Noisy Scrub-Bird, Western Whipbird 

and Western Bristlebird. These were heard but we were 
out of luck as far as sightings go with these elusive 
birds. To compensate, good views were had of a Collared 
Sparrowhawk feeding two young.

Waders were the attraction when we travelled west to the 
eastern areas of Wilson Inlet. However, although waders 
were present, numbers are down from normal for this time 
of the year in the Albany region. Lunch at Torbay Hall was 
followed by a walk in the surrounding bush as well as a stop 
off at Lake Powell.

Several local bush reserves were explored and in one of 
these two baby Dusky Woodswallows were spotted squatting 
contentedly on a tree branch.

Our	final	count	of	122	had	to	be	reduced	to	121	when	it	was	
pointed out by Anne Bondin that the Emu on our list was 
actually a pet. We were very appreciative of Anne Bondin’s 
help in planning and leading the group as it made the task 
for Les Hogben so much easier.

Sandra Hogben

ELDERFIELD DRIVE, WATERFORD, 
29 JANUARY

A group of 14 birdwatchers met 
at 7:30 am on Sunday 29 January 
at	Elderfield	Drive,	Waterford	which	
is on the Canning River. This is an 
area that was developed for housing 
between the 1950s and the 1990s 
with renovation to many of the 
older properties. There has been 
revegetation and restoration of 
wetlands in recent years.

We set off to walk along the riverside 
path and some visit of the local 
ponds.	Our	first	sightings	were	of	
Great and Little Pied Cormorants, 
and a pair of Eastern Osprey. An 
Australian Hobby was sighted as we 
moved on. Next a small pond gave us 

good sightings of a Rufous Whistler, Tree Martins, Welcome 
Swallows	and	a	flock	of	about	ten	Rainbow	Bee-eaters.	As	
we	walked	further	along	the	river	we	had	our	first	sighting	
of	a	Sacred	Kingfisher	(see	photos,	pages	2	and	37),	which	
remained on its perch for all of us to see. A larger pond 
offered sightings of local ducks and waterbirds.

After our tea break we moved on to Salter Point; this is an 
area of swampy land with a sand spit. As this was later in 
the day there was less bird activity; however, mistletoe is 
prolific	in	this	place	and	we	had	excellent	sightings	of	several	
pairs of Mistletoebirds.

We saw a total of 41 birds at the two sites; the height of 
the river meant that no waders were seen. This location has 
a wide and interesting variety of bird life in an established 
suburban setting.

Sandra West

Excursion reports, ctd

Fairy Terns at Nairns (see also 
photo, page 43). Photo by Ian 
Wallace
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Notes from another new BBO 
warden: ‘Re-connecting’
We all feel the anticipation and vitality that arises 
with the coming wet season, storms amass with 
lightning and strong winds, winds that bring many 
of our Pindan trees back to earth, with termites’ 
jaws wide open waiting to catch them as they fall. 
Sadly many bird nests fall to the ground, yet the birds seem 
to delight in the changing season and are quick to rebuild 
and utilise the abundance of insect life and the changing 
nature of the Pindan scrub with its lush new growth.

The BBO’s surrounds are quiet and at rest, yet so alive and 
free! With birds and wallabies and lizards and insects and 
the passing storms with their rain and wind which brings 
mud and bright green leaves and beautiful clouds and closed 
roads, so energetic is the land yet so peaceful and nurturing 
to the soul.

What a place to be! The shorebirds are amassing as the 
time draws nearer, for their departure breeding plumage is 
starting to emerge, which draws your eyes and senses in 
new directions as you sit and fall in love with them all over 
again. Sightings around the area have included Swinhoe’s, 
Pintail and Australian Painted Snipes, Radjah Shelduck, 
green headed Yellow Wagtail, Semipalmated Plover, Banded 
Honeyeaters and a dead Great Frigatebird found in Broome 
and just the 3rd recorded for the Broome area.

The AWSG Expedition arrives shortly and what a privilege 
it will be to spend time with so much knowledge and how 
indebted we are to those people who had the determination 

and vision to create the BBO and to give a greater 
voice for the wonderful migrants and resident 
birdlife alike here in Roebuck Bay. We trust that 
like so many others we are able to contribute to 
the preservation of the bay’s precious and unique 
habitats and wonderful wildlife.

As Wardens we are here with conservation at the 
forefront of our minds and you can’t help but see 

and feel the richness of Roebuck Bay and the surrounding 
landscape and just how vulnerable these beautiful places 
are.	Walking	out	on	the	mud	flats	with	researches	involved	in	
the Lyngbia studies helps to bring us close to the abundant 
life in the bay and clearly shows the impact Lyngbia will have 
on the ecology in Roebuck Bay through our own cause. But 
people are passionate and there is a great sense here of 
togetherness when it comes to caring for the Broome area 
and all its inhabitants, migratory and resident. 

The migratory shorebirds represent a wonderful global 
connection so maybe it’s time for you to reconnect with the 
bay or tell a friend to come and share some time with us. 
May is the month for volunteering so we invite you to join us 
to	get	your	hands	dirty	and	help	out	for	the	first	time	or	to	
return and help again. Or maybe join in on one of our Wave 
the Waders Goodbye courses or just send us an email/letter 
and tell us what you love about the BBO, especially about 
the small things. For it’s the small things that help keep us 
passionate about and connected to the BBO.

Deolinda Pereira & Shane Fewtrell 
BBO Wardens

Observatory reports
BROOME BIRD OBSERVATORY

EYRE BIRD OBSERVATORY

Our great delight at the observatory has been the 
ability to not only spot the different varieties of birds 
but observe their comings and goings and the physical 
characteristics and habits of the different species. We 
watched a sub adult Hooded Plover, a rarity on Kanidal 
Beach, arrive in October (with what probably were its 
parents who left the same month), bloom over a 3- 
month period into adulthood. Despite its lonely existence on 
a 25 km stretch of beach it has managed to associate with 
Red-capped Plovers throughout the duration and has all the 
appearances of a permanent resident.

The unseasonably high rainfall, twice our average at Eyre, 
has caused the bush and mallee to leap into a massive 
growth	spurt,	attracting	flocks	of	Red	Wattlebirds,	Major	
Mitchell’s Cockatoos and Galahs. Smaller honeyeaters 
abound near the birdbaths, New Holland, Singing, Brown 
and Brown-headed with the occasional Spiny-cheeked 
Honeyeaters. The raptors are in profusion with the mice 
plague bounding across the mallee and plains. Nankeen 
Kestrels dominate the sky and owls of all persuasions the 
night.

During the three months of our tenure we have 
watched	three	Collared	Sparrowhawks	fledge	from	a	
nest in the dunes, making full use of the bird bath on 
hot days, along with a Brown Goshawk. Several White-
bellied Sea-Eagles patrol Kanidal Beach, occasionally 
accompanied by a Wedge-tailed Eagle, Spotted Harrier, 
Australian Hobby and Brown Falcons with numerous 

Nankeen	Kestrels	that	have	fledged	taking	advantage	of	the	
increased food supply.

Stubble Quail wander around the observatory, along with 
Grey Butcherbird, Grey Currawong, Grey Shrike- thrush 
and the Australian Raven. The ravens take great delight in 
perching on the starling trap and dropping sticks and pebbles 
on to the target birds within the cage. They also dominate 
the bird baths excluding the smaller Silvereye, Singing 
and New Holland Honeyeater from drinking; even the Grey 
Currawong and Grey Butcherbird stay away when the ravens 
are in town. Only the Major Mitchell’s Cockatoo seems 
unperturbed, landing with a shriek and an elevated crest, 
simply brushing the ravens aside (see photos, page 44).
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We	have	seen	many	aerial	bird	fights	reminiscent	of	WW1	
fighter	bombers,	generally	involving	Nankeen	Kestrels,	
attacking Major Mitchell’s Cockatoos and losing, attacking a 
Barn Owl and drawing blood and attacking a Spotted Harrier, 
Wedge-tailed Eagle and White-bellied Sea-Eagle and winning 
by driving them away.

On the beach the winter weed has drifted away and long 
stretches of white sand remain, and once again the unusual 
conditions bring in many vagrants not common to Eyre. We 
have seen an Australasian Darter, Eastern Curlew, Whimbrel, 
Terek Sandpiper, Grey-tailed Tattler and Little, Intermediate 
and Great Egrets; the ducks have been well represented 
with Musk, Grey Teal and Australian Shelduck feeding off 
the weed at Nine Mile. Piece de resistance, though, was the 
two Malleefowls that crossed our path early in our stay and 
stopped long enough for photographs.

Derek and Sally Whitehead

Techniques in Bird Studies course, 
November-December 2011
REPORT ON THE COURSE AND SUMMARY OF RESULTS

This	year	five	students	from	various	Perth	universities	
attended the Field Techniques in Bird Studies course at Eyre 
Bird Observatory, run from 27 November to 3 December 
2011. 

Amanda, Andy, Christian, Jennifer and Steven, several of 
whom were funded by Birds Australia WA, joined Stephen 
Davies and Tegan Douglas for a very productive week, 
despite some cold and windy weather. Rainfall for the 
previous winter was near record and many mallees were 
flowering,	although	only	of	one	species	of	the	Eucalyptus	
oleosa complex, so the honeyeaters were in good numbers. 

Mist-netting is intended to give 
people close contact with the 
birds they will be watching over 
the rest of the course. In the 
event we caught 22 birds of seven 
species, comprising two Spotted 
Pardalotes, two Grey Shrike-
thrushes, four Red Wattlebirds, six 
Singing Honeyeaters, one White-
eared Honeyeater, six New Holland 
Honeyeaters and one White-
browed Babbler. One of the Red 
Wattlebirds was a retrap at least 
five	years	old.	We	looked	at	the	
behaviour of the honeyeaters and 
later constructed a behavioural 
key to them, an exercise 

suggested long ago by Peter Curry. For interest, we append 
the consolidated key to this report.

The wader count on the beach was interesting with three 
transcontinental migrants: Red-necked Stint (21), Ruddy 
Turnstone (1) and Grey Plover (1). We also saw Red-capped 
Plovers (50), Pied (18) and Sooty (19) Oystercatchers, 
Hooded Plover (1), Banded Stilt (9), Caspian (4) and Crested 
(31)	Terns,	Pacific	(4)	and	Silver	(46)	Gulls,	Pied	(6)	and	
Little Black (3) Cormorants, Grey Teal (10), White-faced 
Heron (2), White-fronted Chat (38), Willie Wagtail (1) and 
Australian Pipit (14). Despite concerted efforts, no runners of 
any species were found, although many juvenile Red-capped 

Plovers and Australian Pied Oystercatchers were seen. 
There were also several beach-washed sea birds — Wedge-
tailed Shearwater, Great–winged Petrel and White-headed 
Petrel. The Wedge-tailed Shearwater is new to the Eyre list, 
although known to be spreading south, and is usually shown  
as absent between Cape Naturaliste and South Australia on 
maps in bird books.

Over the years the results of counts of birds on these 
courses have given us a long-term picture of the changes in 
bird numbers around the observatory. In some years there 
are many honeyeaters and silvereyes, in others very few. 
Point counts are good indicators of these mobile birds. On 
the	other	hand	the	mapping	technique	gives	good	figures	
for resident, territorial species, and provides indicators of 
changes in the abundance of these species. The results of 
the previous 30 years have been reported by Davies (2010).

Here is a summary of the results of the various counts that 
we made at Eyre in 2011. 

For the Point Counts along the West Track we estimated (by 
graphing and calculation) the densities of seven species. 
Comparing	the	figures	with	the	previous	year,	you	can	see	
some changes in them (Table 1).

Birds per ha
Species 2010 2011
Spotted Pardalote 0.7 1.4
Singing Honeyeater 1.82
New Holland Honeyeater 1.99 0.41
Red Wattlebird 2.79 2.42
Grey Shrike Thrush 0.46
Brush Bronzewing 0.91
Silvereye 3.98 4.32

The Australian Bird Count (ABC count) method was used in 
five	areas	–	the	standard	three	observatory	areas	(1,	2	and	
3) and also two areas east and west of the track that runs 
down to the beach over the top of the dunes. These last two 
counts looked at rehabilitated areas. As Table 2 shows, some 
species were seen only in the undisturbed areas. 

By territory mapping around the observatory we were able to 
calculate results for seven species (Table 3).

The densities from Point Counts are more realistic for non-
territorial	birds	than	the	mapping	figures.	They	suggest	that	
there are fewer New Holland Honeyeaters than in 2010, 
and as many Red Wattlebirds and more Silvereyes than 
the previous year. Twice as many Spotted Pardalotes as 
the previous year were encountered on the point counts; 
they	may	have	already	bred	successfully	and	the	fledged	
young augmented the count. As in the previous year in 
the rehabilitated areas, the Singing Honeyeater was more 
common than the New Holland, but both were common 
in the standard, undisturbed ABC areas where there were 
proportionately more New Holland Honeyeaters. The Red 
Wattlebird and White-browed Babbler were noticeably 
absent from the rehabilitated areas but common elsewhere, 

Whimbrel, 
Eyre. Photo by 
Derek and Sally 
Whitehead

Table 1. Results of point counts at Eyre Bird 
Observatory in 2010 and 2011
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Area searched Standard Rehab
6 ha 4 ha

Brush Bronzewing 6(1.0) 4(1.0)
Blue-breasted Fairy-wren 3(0.5) 8(2.0)
White-browed Scrubwren 0(0) 7(1.8)
Inland Thornbill 1(0.16) 0(0)
Spotted Pardalote 4(0.67) 2(0.5)
Red Wattlebird 10(1.7) 0(0)
Singing Honeyeater 22(3.7) 11(2.8)
New Holland Honeyeater 31(5.2) 3(0.8)
Brown Honeyeater 4(0.67) 1(0.25)
Grey Shrike-thrush 4(0.67) 1(0.25)
White-browed Babbler 11(1.8) 0(0)
Willie Wagtail 0 1(0.25)
Welcome Swallow 4(0.67) 6(1.5)
Silvereye 35(5.8) 7(1.8)

Table 2. Results of ABC counts at Eyre Bird 
Observatory in 2011. Total numbers seen are 
given, along with approximate densities in 
birds/ha in brackets.

Species Birds per ha
2010 2011

Spotted Pardalote 0.56
Inland Thornbill 0.78 0.71
Blue-breasted Fairy Wren 1.08 1.38
White-browed Scrubwren 1.28 1.02
White-eared Honeyeater 0.31 0.18
White-browed Babbler 1.08 0.27
Grey Shrike-thrush 0.21 0.27
Grey Butcherbird 0.13

Table 3. Comparison of mapping results around 
Eyre Bird Observatory between 2010 and 2011

1. Often feeds on ground
Does not feed on ground

2
5

2. Moves in groups
Does not move in groups

Yellow-throated Miner
3

3. Often	hovers	in	front	of	flowers
Does not hover

Brown Honeyeater
4

4. Does not feed with other honeyeater species
Feeds alongside other species of honeyeater

Red Wattlebird
Singing Honeyeater

5. Moves in groups
Moves singly

6

8
6. Calls	in	flight

Does	not	call	in	flight
Brown-headed Honeyeater

7
7. Gleans bark

Does not glean bark
Purple-gaped Honeyeater
New Holland Honeyeater

8. Hawks insects
Does not hawk insects

9
10

9. Hawks outside canopy
Hawks only in canopy

New Holland Honeyeater
White-eared Honeyeater

10. Fanned	tail	in	flight
Does	not	fan	tail	in	flight

Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater
11

11. Stands upright
Stands horizontal or up to 45 o

Yellow-plumed Honeyeater
White-fronted Honeyeater

Table 4. Behavioural key to the honeyeaters of Eyre, 1980-2011 (see next page for article).
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although mapping showed the babbler to be less abundant 
than in 2010. The Silvereye was abundant around the 
Observatory but, as in the previous year, few were seen in 
the rehabilitated areas. The density of the Blue-breasted 
Fairy-wren	increased	significantly	around	the	Observatory	
again in 2011, and it has clearly established itself in the 
rehabilitated areas. The density of this species had declined 
steadily in recent years, so the increase in the last two years 
and evidence of its ability to colonise rehabilitated areas are 
welcome. The Spotted Pardalote was so abundant that it 
was not possible to delimit their territories in the mapping 
exercise, and therefore no estimate of density could be 
calculated.

Comparing all the counting methods shows some agreement 
in trends, but usually it is best to compare the results from 
a count method with the results for the same method from a 
previous year to get an idea of trends for individual species.

On Friday we visited four Malleefowl mounds (old numbers 
17, 18, 26 and 33). None were active although two 
appeared to have been worked this year. Several sightings of 
Malleefowl have been made around the Observatory recently 
and fresh tracks were seen during the course.

In addition, we also caught six species of reptiles, some 
in the pit traps and some by hand: barking geckoes 
Underwoodisaurus millii and dtellas Gehyra variegata, 
the pygopod Pygopus lepidopodus, and sand dragons 
Ctenophorus maculatus, mallee tree dragon Amphibolurus 
norrisi and earless dragons Tympanocryptis lineata. We also 
saw several bobtails as well as a dugite attempting to re-
enact ‘A Dugite in the Dunny’ by the Rotaloo. A large, but 
dead, loggerhead turtle was found on the beach. Pygmy 
possums	were	flourishing	with	several	spotlighted	on	night	
walks, pit trap captures of one male, one female and two 
young, and an investigation of nest boxes yielding eleven 
more, including one female suckling six furred young.

As always, we were extremely spoilt by our caretakers — this 
year doubly spoilt, as we had four caretakers instead of two! 
So thanks must go to our hosts Cheryl, Derek, Roger and 
Sally, for being endless sources of enthusiasm, information 
and of course delicious food!

Stephen Davies and Tegan Douglas

Reference

Davies, S. J. J. F. (2010). Long-term indices of density of ten 
woodland passerines at Eyre Bird Observatory. Corella 
34, 1-6.
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Eyre Bird Observatory

Events coming soon
AN INTRODUCTION TO BIRD 
BANDING

March 18th -24th 2012 facilitated 
by Wally Klau     Cost $560 for 6 nights

This course is an introduction to bird banding and 
is led by one of Australia’s most experienced and 
respected bird banders. If you are interested in birds 
and would like to learn more about how to study 
them, this course will show you how.

You	will	spend	most	of	your	time	in	the	field	learning	
how and where to set mist nets. You will be able 
to handle birds and experience the excitement of 
determining the species, age and sex of birds and will 
be	shown	the	fine	detail	that	determines	a	correct	
identification.	You	will	also	be	shown	the	correct	
method of banding, weighing, measuring and data 
collection for each bird you catch. Importantly, you 
will learn about the vital role that banding plays 
in bird research as shown by the article on the 
Techniques course above.

Carnamah, Inering Hills
3.5 hours drive north of Perth

Purpose built modern one bedroom self 
contained studio/cottage on working 
farm with fine views over the granite 
rocks. Wheatbelt and transitional 
woodland birds. Linen  supplied. Guided 
visit to key sites included.
2 nights, 2 people $275.00.
For more details + photos:

Pauline.Wittwer@bigpond.com 
or 0428674 074. Farm: 99511 225.

Your well behaved dog is welcome.

Eastern Great Egrets seen at the 
Photogroup excursion, Lake 
Gwelup, January 2012. Photo by 
Barry Heinrich
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Saturday 3 March to Monday 5 
March: Labour Day Long Weekend 
Campout. Pemberton

It is four years since we had a campout 
at Pemberton in the cooler south-west. 
The caravan park is situated in lovely 
Karri forest with Red-eared Firetail and 
White-breasted Robin along the creek. 
Besides the Karri forest, we will also 
visit coastal heath and some more 
accessible parts of the D’Entrecasteaux 
National Park. A trip is planned to 
Windy Harbour covering some of the 
south coast looking for Rock Parrot and 
Hooded Plover.

BAWA has reserved 15 powered sites at 
the Pemberton Caravan Park. As this is 
a popular weekend and the minimum 
period for bookings is 3 nights, please 
ring the caravan park to secure one of 
these reserved sites or to book a cabin. 
Contact details: telephone 9776 1300; 
website  www.pembertonpark.com.au

Extension to Pemberton campout 
for Tuesday 6 March

It	is	proposed	to	visit	the	difficult	to	
access mouth of the Warren River. This 
area is isolated and is quite scenic. The 
river	forms	a	small	estuary	flanked	by	
sand-dunes. 

Access is via two different 4WD tracks. 
One leads past Calcup Hill, one of the 
highest sand-dunes in WA, the other 
passes over the Yeagarup Dunes. 
Subject to conditions it is possible 
to complete a loop drive using both 
tracks.

Note: both tracks have long sections of 
very soft sand driving that require tyre 
deflation.	A	tyre	compressor	and	gauge	
are essential.

Please phone 9383 7749 to notify the 
BirdLife	WA	office	of	your	intention	to	
attend the campout plus the extension.

For members only.

Leaders: Les and Sandra Hogben 
0438 983 703

Sunday 4 March: Bibra Lake, 
Cockburn 
Half-day excursion

Meet	at	7:30	am	in	the	first	car	park	
at the northern end of the lake off 
Progress Drive. Bibra Lake is a part of 
the Beeliar Wetlands chain and a large 
number of bushbirds and waterbirds 
can be seen here. Bring water, hats, 
suitable footwear, etc. Snakes have 
been seen around here.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Wynton Maddeford

Saturday 10 March: Alfred Cove, 
Melville 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park in 
Troy Park next to the Oval, off Burke 
Drive, Attadale. There should be plenty 
of migratory waders and waterbirds 
round the river, and there are always 
bushbirds in the park. Buff-banded 
Rails have been seen here.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Clive Napier

Friday – Sunday 9 – 11 March:  Old 
Post Office, UWA Albany and the 
Denmark Centre for Sustainable 
Living

Shorebird	Scientific	Forum	and	Panel	
and Shorebird conservation workshops 
(see pages 9 and 10 for details).

Sunday 11 March, Herdsman Lake, 
Stirling 
Photogroup activity

Meet at 8:00 am in the car park of 
the Perth Pony Club. To reach the car 
park, drive along Jon Sanders Drive 
from Perth and turn left just before you 
reach Selby Street. This is one of the 
waterbird refuges that never dry up. 

For members and guests only.

Leader: Maris Lauva

Thursday 15 March, Tom Bateman 
Reserve, Thornlie 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am beside the 
playground/sporting complex at the 
corner of Nicholson and Wilfred Roads 
(car-park entry is off Wilfred Road).

We will look at a series of wetlands 
constructed to remove nutrients from 
water draining into the Canning River. 
We will also look at small bushland 
areas if they are accessible. Rubber 
boots may be a good idea, and insect 
repellent.

Bring morning tea to have while we do 
a combined bird list.

For members and the general public.

Leaders: George and Pam Agar

Sunday 18 March: Lake Joondalup, 
Joondalup 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am at Neil Hawkins Park, 
in the car park at the end of Boas 
Avenue. Joondalup Lake has recorded 
the highest number of species for any 
BirdLife WA half day excursion with 75 
species of birds seen in one morning 
excursion. There are always lots of 
waterbirds and bushbirds to be seen 
around this large lake, and there could 
be waders as well. Lake Joondalup 
is within the Northern Swan Coastal 
Plain Important Bird Area for Carnaby’s 
Black-Cockatoo.

Bring your telescope if you have one. 

For members and guests only.

Leaders: Andrew Hobbs and Wayne 
Merritt

Sunday 25 March: Ray Marshall 
Park, Viveash 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am in the car park of Ray 
Marshall Park. Go to the end of First 
Avenue, off Great Eastern Highway, 
just east of Governor Stirling Senior 
High School. We will take a morning 
walk along the John George Trail that 
runs beside the Swan River. On the 

Important note re campouts
Members anticipating attending campouts must notify the BirdLife WA Office (9383 7749) of the number in their party 

and when they will arrive. 
If you are unsure, put your name down as you can always cancel.

An emergency contact number should also be provided in case of accident.

New members
Please let the leaders know that you are a new member and don’t hesitate to ask for assistance with bird sightings.

Coming events
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return walk, we will divert to a swampy 
area 250 m off the track, and this will 
usually add up to six extra species to 
the list.

The walk includes big river redgums, 
waterbirds along the river, and the walk 
to the swamp mentioned above.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Max Howard

Monday 26 March: Bold Park Eco 
Centre, 
Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat 
Meeting, 7:30 pm

John Blyth will give a talk entitled, “Bird 
migration in North America”.

Saturday 31 March to Thursday 
5 April: Pre Easter campout, 
Carnarvon

Carnarvon is an interesting area to go 
bird watching as it is on the boundary 
of both northern and southern bird 
distributions. It also has a wide variety 
of habitats including mangroves and 
mudflats,	beaches,	coastal	plain,	bush	
thickets,	grasslands,	samphire	flats,	
claypans and the Gascoyne River.

This campout will be based at the 
Carnarvon Caravan Park which has a 
full range of accommodation options. 
Please contact them on 9941 8101 to 
book your site or chalet and mention 
you are with BAWA. Also book at the 
BAWA	office	on	9383	7749.

Leaders: Sue Abbotts and Clive and 
Wendy Napier

On Thursday 5 April we will travel south 
east to Muggon Station (350 km) for 
the Easter Campout via Butchers Track 
which is unsealed but suitable for 2 
wheel drive vehicles at the time of 
writing. It will be at least 5 days before 

you reach the next shop so stock up 
in Carnarvon. IT IS IMPERATIVE TO 
TOP UP FUEL AT OVERLANDER ROAD 
HOUSE as you will have 250 km of 
station travel to the next fuel station at 
Murchison Settlement. Please calculate 
your fuel requirement carefully as there 
is no fuel at Muggon Station.

Butchers Track to Muggon Station turns 
east from the North-West Highway 29 
km south of Overlander Roadhouse.

Sunday 1 April: Lake Coogee, 
Munster 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in Fawcett Road, 
100 m from Mayor Road. Nearly 100 
species of birds have been seen on and 
around the lake, including nine raptors. 
It is a large lake and has a path right 
around it so some people may wish to 
do the full circuit.

For members and guests only.

Leaders: Jan and Dave Crossley

Sunday 1 April: Pelagic Trip, 
Hillarys 
Boat Harbour

This is only the second time we 
have had an April Pelagic trip from 
Hillarys. We should see shearwaters, 
skuas and jaegers and a possibility of 
some petrels and storm-petrels. Bring 
your camera and lunch. The Blue Juice 
Charters boat leaves at 7:00 am sharp 
and we return at about 3:30 pm. We 
will head nearly 60 km offshore to the 
trench west of Rottnest to look for 
seabirds and cetaceans. The cost will 
be $110 if there are 27 people or $115 
if there are 25 people.

You must book by contacting Alan 
Collins on 9291 4219 or alaninoz@iinet.
net.au.

Leader: Alan Collins

Friday 6 April to Monday 9 April: 
Easter campout, Muggon Station

Muggon Station has an extensive 
system of saltwater lakes and claypans 
in otherwise semi-arid ex pastoral 
country. DEC reports that all the lakes 
are currently full and should remain 
with adequate water until next Easter. 
This will ensure considerable numbers 
of waterbirds as well the bushbirds will 
be abundant after an excellent breeding 
season. On the 3 combined bird lists we 
have, there are 120 species recorded.

We will camp close to the station 
homestead and some 240v power will 
be available. Accommodation ranges 
from a 2 bedroom hut with shower 
facilities but no kitchen, 4 shearers 
quarters rooms and good campsites. 
Fresh water will be available but 
you are responsible for all your own 
food and bedding. To reserve the 
accommodation please call the BAWA 
office	on	9383	7749.

There will be a BAWA sign at the turnoff 
from Butchers Track into Muggon 
Station. By road the station is 60 km 
north-west of Murchison Settlement or 
150 km east of Overlander Roadhouse, 
these being the last fuel stops before 
the station.

The leaders will remain at Muggon 
Station until at least Tuesday 10th. 
Contact Clive Napier on 9332 2765 for 
additional information if required.

Leaders: Clive and Wendy Napier and 
Sue Abbotts

Friday 6 to Monday 9 April: Great 
Western Woodlands 
Easter campouts/tagalongs

The Great Western Woodlands is a 
huge (16 million hectares) region, the 
largest intact Mediterranean climate 
woodland on Earth. It stretches from 
the vermin proof fence almost to Eyre 
Bird Observatory, and includes much 
of the western, southern and eastern 
Goldfields.	We’ll	be	doing	bird	surveys	
with small tagalong groups.

Planning is still underway, and 
expressions of interest are sought 
from potential tagalong leaders as well 
as participants. 4WD essential; high-
clearance camper trailers OK. There 
is no limit to the number of tagalong 
groups; however, individual groups will 
be limited to 2-5 vehicles.

If	there	is	sufficient	interest,	we	may	
expand the tagalong trips beyond the 
Easter period. 

To register your interest, email Cheryl 
Gole c.gole@birdsaustralia.com.au or 
phone	the	BAWA	office	on	9383	7749.

For members and the general public.

Organisers: Cheryl and Martin Gole

Saturday 14 April: Woodman Point, 
Jaeger watch, Cockburn 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park at 
Woodman Point on Jervoise Bay. Turn 
right off Cockburn Road, into O’Kane 

Coming events, ctd

Rufous Whistler, Waterford (see 
report, page 31). Photo by Barry 
Heinrich
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Court, then left into Jervoise Bay Cove, 
and almost immediately right into 
Woodman Point Road. Drive to the end 
of the road and take the last left to the 
car park.

This excursion has been timed to 
coincide with the northward Jaeger 
migration. We will look for the three 
species of jaegers and other birds 
at the spit, or near to it. As the best 
observations of jaegers are made 
during passage of a front, please wear 
raincoats, and possibly rain pants, to 
minimise discomfort if these conditions 
are forecast. Bring your telescopes.

For members and guests only.

Leaders: John Darnell and Sue Abbotts

Sunday 15 April: Lake Monger, 
Cambridge 
Photogroup activity

Meet at 8.00 am at the most westerly 
car park off Lake Monger Drive. This 
should be a good opportunity to 
photograph many waterbirds and some 
reed bed birds.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Andrew Hobbs

Sunday 15 April: Great Cocky Count

This survey is the annual snapshot 
count of Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo, 
conducted across the whole of south-
western WA. This fun and easy survey 
starts half an hour before sunset and 
only takes one hour to complete. 
You can register as a volunteer or 
report a black-cockatoo night roost at 
greatcockycount@birdlife.org.au or by 
calling Tam Kabat on 0457 333 177.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Tam Kabat

Saturday 21 April: Lake Richmond, 
Rockingham 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am on Safety Bay Road, 
Rockingham, opposite the Naragubup 
Centre on the western side of Lake 
Richmond. The walk around the lake 
will take 2-3 hours. One hundred and 
twenty-five	species	have	been	recorded	
at the lake, including 14 species 
of raptor seen regularly. Another 
interesting feature of the lake is the 
thrombolites.

There are picnic facilities at the Centre, 
but you need to bring your own lunch.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Mary Vaughan

Monday 23 April: Bold Park Eco 
Centre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat 
Meeting, 7:30 pm

Dusty Millar (author of article in last 
bird notes) will give a talk entitled, 
“The birds of Peru”.

Wednesday 25 April: Ascot Waters, 
Ascot 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am in the car park at the 
end of Tidewater way. To reach the area 
from Great Eastern Highway, turn into 
Stoneham Street, then into Resolution 
Drive and left into Tidewater Way. 
Continue through two roundabouts, 
over the bridge, and up to the car park 
at the top of the rise. This is getting 
better as the thousands of shrubs and 
trees that have been planted start to 
mature and blossom. A wide variety of 
habitats can provide shelter for many 
birds and it is well worth a visit to this 
promising site.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Sue Abbotts

Sunday 29 April: Yangebup Lake, 
Cockburn 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in Parkes Street. Turn 
into Osprey Drive from North Lake 
Road and immediately turn into Parkes 
Street. Parkes Street now only runs 
for about 200 m before being shut 
off. Park in this area and walk to the 
barrier across the road. There should 
be a good variety of waterbirds and 
bushbirds. Bring your telescope if you 
have one.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Susan Abbotts

Saturday 5 May: Flynn Road, 
Mundaring 
Half/Full-day excursion

Meet at 9:00 am at the corner of Flynn 
Road and Great Eastern Highway, about 
10 km past Sawyers Valley or 1 km on 
the Perth side of The Lakes (the York 
turnoff). We will look at several areas 
of Wandoo woodland, where three 
species of robin are often seen, and 
sometimes Crested Shrike-tit. Wear 
wellingtons or other boots as we shall 

cross water. Bring morning tea that you 
can carry. Bring lunch if you would like 
to continue with us at a further area 
nearby.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Charles Merriam

Saturday 12 May: Herdsman Lake, 
Stirling 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am in the car park of 
the Perth Pony Club. To reach the car 
park, drive along Jon Sanders Drive 
from Perth and turn left just before you 
reach Selby Street. This is one of the 
waterbird refuges that never dry up. 
Bring your telescope if you have one.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Claire Gerrish

Monday 14 May: Paganoni Swamp, 
Karnup 
Half or Full day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am on Paganoni Road 
at the Mandurah Road end, near the 
rail bridge and rail gate. Access is via 
Mandurah Road onto Paganoni Road or 
the new Kwinana Freeway extension 
onto Paganoni Road. Parking is along 
Paganoni Road.

We will be walking approximately 3 
km through threatened woodlands 
where Western Yellow Robins and 
Grey Currawongs among many others 
have been seen in this area of diverse 
habitats.

For members and general public

Leader: Mary Vaughan (9529 3285)

Saturday 19 May: Bull Creek 
Wetlands 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am at Spinaway Crescent. 
Travel along Leach Highway and turn 
north into Pulo Road then turn right 
into Spinaway Crescent.

This walk follows Bull Creek from the 
mouth where it runs into Canning 
River and we should get all the usual 
waterbirds there, including crakes, 
Buff-banded Rail, Purple Swamphen, 
Musk Duck and Nankeen Night-Heron. 
We will then cross over Leach Highway 
to walk around Richard Lewis Park 
and Reg Bourke Reserve. The creek 
has Flooded Gums, Jarrah, Marri, 
paperbark and casuarinas along its 
banks. The Splendid Fairy-wren, 



Page 40 Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 141 March 2012

Western Wattlebird, White-faced Heron, 
Red-capped Parrot and Yellow-rumped 
Thornbill have been recorded here.

Bring water, sun screen and morning 
tea.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Sue Keogh

Sunday 20 May: Lake Goollelal, 
Kingsley 
Photogroup Activity

Meet at 8:30 am at the car park on 
Woodlake Retreat. From the junction of 
Wanneroo Road and Hepburn Avenue, 
travel north on Wanneroo Road to the 
first	set	of	traffic	lights	and	turn	left	
into Woodlake Retreat. The car park is 
50 m from the turn off.

This should be a good opportunity to 
photograph a range of both water and 
bushbirds.

For members and guests only.

Leaders: Andrew Hobbs

Sunday 27 May: Ellis Brook, 
Gosnells 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am at the corner of 
Gosnells Road and Bygum Lane, Martin. 
We will walk up the steep path to the 
top of the falls which provides great 
views of the Swan Coastal Plain. It 
is a popular area where a variety of 
bushbirds can be seen, some of them 
not often seen near Perth, such as Red-
eared Firetail, Red-browed Finch, and 
Red-capped and Scarlet Robin.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Steve Burns

Monday 28 May: Bold Park Eco 
Centre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat 
Meeting, 7:30 pm

Cheryl Gole, Program Manager, will give 
a talk entitled, “Birds of the Greater 
Western Woodlands”.

Saturday 2 June: Wellard Wetlands, 
Baldivis 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am at the entrance to 
Wellard Wetlands on the northern side 
of Bertenshaw Road, 1 km from St 
Albans Road. Coming from Perth, turn 
left off the Freeway into Mundijong 
Road, then right into St Albans Road 

and right into Bertenshaw Road. There 
should be plenty of bushbirds and 
waterbirds here, as well as several 
species of raptors.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Charles Merriam

Saturday 2 June to Monday 4 June: 
Foundation Day Long Weekend 
campout, Dongara

Dongara is 358 km north of Perth. We 
will stay at the Dongara Denison Beach 
Holiday Park, Ocean Drive, Port Denison 
which is on the ocean beach front near 
the boat harbour. To reach the caravan 
park, turn off Brand Highway to Port 
Denison, turn right at the boat harbour 
and follow the foreshore around to 
Ocean Drive.

Over 100 species of birds have been 
seen in the area, which includes 
riverine woodland, beach, low heath 
and banksias. One day we will go out 
to Coalseam Conservation Park and 
Ellendale Pool.

Book your own accommodation by 
phoning 0800 600 776 or 9927 1131.

Please phone 9383 7749 to notify the 
office	of	your	intention	to	attend.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Sue Abbotts

Sunday 10 June: Helena Valley, 
Boya 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am near the locked gate 
in Victor Road. Park on the right hand 
side of the road. Bring morning tea 
and we will have it when we return to 
the cars. Drive through Midland east 
along Great Eastern Highway. Once you 
have begun to climb the Greenmount 
Hill watch for Scott Street. Turn right 
into Scott Street, and continue until 
you reach a roundabout just past the 
tennis courts on the right. Turn left into 
Clayton Road, and drive to the end. 
Turn right into Victor Road, until you 
reach the locked gate.

For members and guests only. 

Leader: Andrew Hobbs

Sunday 17 June: Victoria Reservoir, 
Canning Mills 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am in the car park beside 
the information board at the entrance 

to the dam. From Perth, travel east 
along Welshpool Road to the T-junction 
at Canning Road, turn right and travel 
for about 400 m to Masonmill Road. 
Continue along this road for about 
600 m, following the signs to the dam 
past the rose nursery, to the entrance 
to the car park. We will follow several 
walking tracks in this area.

For members and the general public.

Leaders: John and Ruth Luyer

Thursday 21 June: Tomato Lake, 
Kewdale 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8.00 am near the small 
tearooms at Tomato Lake off Oats 
Street, Kewdale. Travelling south along 
Orrong Road turn left into Oats Street 
and about 800 m on the right there is 
a driveway into the parking area. Bring 
morning tea.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Sue Abbotts

Saturday 23 June: Len Howard 
Conservation Park, Mandurah 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am at the car park at 
the end of Marina Quay Drive. From 
the Mandurah Bypass turn into Sticks 
Boulevard (left when travelling from 
Perth) and then turn right into Marina 
Quay Drive. After morning tea we 
will move to Erskine Lakes to look for 
additional species.

Bring your telescope if you have one.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Robyn Pickering

Coming events, ctd

Australian Wood Duck, Big 
Swamp, Bunbury (seen during 
the 2011 Twitchathon). Photo 
by Barry Heinrich
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Sunday 24 June: Big Carine Swamp, 
Carine 
Photogroup Activity

Meet at 8:30 am in the car park off Beach 
Road, Carine. Over 80 species have been 
recorded at this swamp, including the three 
ibis species, Buff-banded Rail, several species 
of duck, and various raptors. Good winter 
rains should see some waterbirds around.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Andrew Hobbs

Monday 25 June: Bold Park Eco Centre, 
Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat 
Meeting, 7:30 pm

Dimitris Bertzeletos will give a talk entitled, 
“Shorebirds’ use of saltpans”. 

Saturday 30 June: Wearne Road, North 
Bannister 
Full-day excursion

Meet at 8.30 am on the corner of Wearne 
Road and Albany Highway. Wearne Road is 
on the left about 37 km south of the corner 
of Jarrahdale Road and Albany Highway and 
just after the sign “North Bannister 2 km”.

We will explore the Wandoo woodlands 
looking for robins, babblers and other 
bushbirds. After morning tea we may look 
in the Jarrah forest near the Metro Road 
waterhole.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Robyn Pickering

Saturday 14 to Sunday 29 July: 
Rangelands surveys

See Notices, page 26 for details/

Leader: John Luyer

Coming events, ctd

Black-faced Woodswallows, 
Kwinana Grain Terminal, 
January 2012. Photo by Barry 
Heinrich
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• Atlas — surveys for this are continuing — 
contact Cheryl Gole Tel 9293 4958, e-mail 
cgole@westnet.com.au

• Monthly meeting speakers — contact Wayne 
Merritt Tel 9405 4774, mob 0411 591 547

• Excursion leaders — contact Sue Abbotts Tel 
9444 1607, e-mail suechat@bigpond.net.au 

• Office volunteer — contact Beryl Walker Tel 
9397 6887, e-mail bemwalk@hotmail.com

• Card sales — contact Beryl Walker Tel 9397 
6887, 
e-mail bemwalk@hotmail.com

• 2012 Great Cocky Count — Sunday 15 April 
at sunset in the south-west from Geraldton to 
Esperance – contact Tamara Kabat, tel 0457 333 
177, e-mail: greatcockycount@birdlife.org.au

Opportunities for 
Volunteers

ACROSS

3. Alfred; 5. dollar; 8. Sanderling; 10. ebb; 12. all; 
13. throat; 14. rest; 15. oil; 17. shelduck; 20. so; 22. 
nightjar; 24. chest; 27. houses; 28. EBO; 29. pigeon; 
30. dream; 31. dunes.

DOWN

1. albatross; 2. true; 4. frigate; 6. polar; 7. yellow; 9. 
drakes; 11. Beeliar; 16. Freckled; 18. log; 19. crimson; 
21. chased; 23. Jaeger; 25. snipe; 26. domed.

Crossword No. 10, 
answers

Calendar of events
Sat 3 Mar to Mon 5 Mar: Pemberton – Labour Day Long 

Weekend Campout
Tue 6 Mar: Extension to Pemberton campout
Sun 4 Mar: Bibra Lake, Cockburn – Half-day excursion
Sat 10 Mar: Alfred Cove, Melville – Half-day excursion
Fri – Sun 9 – 11 Mar:  Old Post Office, UWA Albany and the 

Denmark Centre for Sustainable Living
Sun 11 Mar, Herdsman Lake, Stirling – Photogroup activity
Thu 15 Mar, Tom Bateman Reserve, Thornlie – Half-day 

excursion
Sun 18 Mar: Lake Joondalup, Joondalup – Half-day 

excursion
Sun 25 Mar: Ray Marshall Park, Viveash – Half-day 

excursion
Mon 26 Mar: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Dr, 

Floreat – Meeting, 7:30 pm
Sat 31 Mar to Thu 5 Apr: Carnarvon – Pre Easter campout
Sun 1 Apr: Lake Coogee, Munster – Half-day excursion
Sun 1 Apr: Hillarys Boat Harbour – Pelagic trip
Fri 6 Apr to Mon 9 Apr: Muggon Station – Easter campout
Fri 6 to Mon 9 Apr: Great Western Woodlands – Easter 

campouts/tagalongs
Sat 14 Apr: Woodman Point, Cockburn – Jaeger watch, 

Half-day excursion
Sun 15 Apr: Lake Monger, Cambridge – Photogroup 

activity
Sun 15 Apr: Great Cocky Count
Sat 21 Apr: Lake Richmond, Rockingham – Half-day 

excursion
Mon 23 Apr: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Dr, 

Floreat – Meeting, 7:30 pm
Wed 25 Apr: Ascot Waters, Ascot – Half-day excursion
Sun 29 Apr: Yangebup Lake, Cockburn – Half-day 

excursion
Sat 5 May: Flynn Road, Mundaring – Half/Full-day 

excursion
Sat 12 May: Herdsman Lake, Stirling – Half-day excursion
Mon 14 May: Paganoni Swamp, Karnup – Half or Full day 

excursion
Sat 19 May: Bull Creek Wetlands – Half-day excursion
Sun 20 May: Lake Goollelal, Kingsley – Photogroup Activity
Sun 27 May: Ellis Brook, Gosnells – Half-day excursion
Mon 28 May: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Dr, 

Floreat – Meeting, 7:30 pm
Sat 2 Jun: Wellard Wetlands, Baldivis – Half-day excursion
Sat 2 Jun to Mon 4 Jun: Dongara – Foundation Day Long 

Weekend campout
Sun 10 Jun: Helena Valley, Boya – Half-day excursion
Sun 17 Jun: Victoria Reservoir, Canning Mills – Half-day 

excursion
Thu 21 Jun: Tomato Lake, Kewdale – Half-day excursion
Sat 23 Jun: Len Howard Conservation Park, Mandurah – 

Half-day excursion
Sun 24 Jun: Big Carine Swamp, Carine – Photogroup 

Activity
Mon 25 Jun: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Dr, 

Floreat – Meeting, 7:30 pm
Sat 30 Jun: Wearne Road, North Bannister – Full-day 

excursion
Sat 14 to Sun 29 July: Rangelands surveys
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Birders viewing Brown 
Songlark, Lake McLarty, 18 
December 2011 (see report, 
page 30). Photo by Ian Wallace

The BAWA display at the Darlington Arts Festival, 2011 (see report, page 
12). Photos by Stella Stewart-Wynne

BirdLife	members	in	the	field

The BAWA photography group 
at Lake Gwelup, 15 January 
2012. Photo by Barry Heinrich

Birders at the Thomson’s Lake 
excursion, 20 November 2011. 
Photo by Jennie Stock

Black-winged Stilt (left) and Eastern Osprey (above 
right), Alfred Cove (see report, page 30). Photos by 
Jennie Stock

White-faced Heron, 
Kent Street, Wilson 
(see report, page 
30). Photo by Jennie 
Stock

Australasian Pipit, 
Lake McLarty (see 
report, page 31). 
Photo by Ian Wallace



Page 44 Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 141 March 2012

Red-tailed Black-
Cockatoo, Doubleview. 
Photo by Joyce Margot

Buff-banded Rail (above left) and Australian Spotted Crake (above 
right) seen at Lake Claremont (see report, page 23). Photos by David 
Free

Tawny Frogmouth with 
chick, 28 December 2011 (see 
report, page 19). Photo by 
Rod Smith

Eastern Barn Owl at Doline Cave 
(top) and Eastern Curlew (above), 
Eyre (see report, page 32). Photos by 
Derek and Sally Whitehead

Eastern Osprey, Walpole 
(see report, page 23). 
Photo by Philippa 
Beckerling


