
23 March 2016 

Dear 

Welcome to the pre-Easter edition of the WA eNews.  Walk off 

those Easter eggs by joining the excursion to Yangebup Lake on 

Easter Sunday.  Only 10 more sleeps to the Great Cocky Count, 

our biggest yet with over 700 people registering to take part.  

The BirdLife WA eNews editorial team wishes everyone a safe 

and happy Easter and we hope you get the opportunity to get 

out and do some birdwatching over the long weekend.

WA NATURALISTS CLUB - 2016 SERVENTY MEMORIAL 
LECTURE 

SHOCKING SCIENCE: The Natural History of Animal Electroreception.

Professor Shaun Collin will demystify the amazing, but little known, ability of 

animals to sense weak electric fields. Used by a range of different animals 

(both aquatic and terrestrial), this sensitive sensory modality is typically used 

to locate the food in the absence of all other senses but can be also used for 

a number of other important functions. Particular attention will be paid to how 

sharks and their relatives use electroreception and translating this knowledge 

into ways of reducing the risk of shark attack.

Professor Shaun Collin in the Deputy Director of the UWA Oceans Institute, a 

Western Australian Premiers Fellow and Winthrop Professor within the 

School of Animal Biology at The University of Western Australia.

DATE: Wednesday, 13 April at 7.3opm

Venue: Ross Lecture Theatre, UWA.

COST: $20 Enquiries : 9389 8289

More information is available at http://www.wanaturalists.org.au/

The Serventy Memorial Lecture is the main source of funding for the Serventy 

Memorial Prizes for students awarded annually at the four WA universities.

THE GREAT COCKY COUNT COUNTDOWN IS ON! 

The 2016 Great Cocky Count is set to be the biggest ever! Registrations have 

now closed, with over 700 people registered. If you are amongst them you 

will get an email in the next 10 days with your site allocation. Please be 

patient, we’re doing our best to get most sent out by Easter. 

Adam Peck, Carnaby's Black-Cockatoo Project Coordinator.

For information go to greatcockycount@birdlife.org.au

SHOREBIRDS 2020 TRAINING WORKSHOP- PORT HEDLAND 

Port Hedland has long been known as an important area for migratory 

shorebirds; however the remote location of the town along the Pilbara 
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coastline and lack of local counters in the area has prevented the inclusion of 

monitoring sites in BirdLife Australia's Shorebirds 2020 Project.  It is hoped 

this is all about to change, with a recent shorebirds identification and counting 

workshop completed in conjunction with the Care for Hedland Environmental 

Association. The workshop was presented and facilitated by Bruce Greatwich 

(Shorebirds 2020 WA Coordinator) and Mike Bamford (WA BirdLife Chair), 

with a group of approximately 10 keen Port Hedland locals.

Participants were surprised and impressed by shorebird species richness and 

abundance, with up to 1,000 birds from 19 species recorded during a field 

survey at one site during the workshop. BirdLife WA would like to thank Care 

for Hedland for their support in coordinating and executing the workshop. 

Discussions are now in place to incorporate monitoring of Port Hedland in to 

the Shorebirds 2020 Project, and other shorebird conservation initiatives 

around Port Hedland. For more information on the Shorebirds 2020 Project or 

Care for Hedland Group please contact Bruce 

(shorebirds.wa@birdlife.org.au) or Melissa (info@careforhedland.org.au) 

MARCH EDITION OF WA BIRD NOTES 

After a slight delay, your copy of the March WA Bird Notes should have 

arrived last week.  If you didn't receive it please contact the office on 9383 

7749 or email wa@birdlife.org.au so that we can organise a copy for you.  If 

you don't subscribe to our local quarterly publication please consider adding it 

to your BirdLife Australia membership, only an extra $20 per year.

OPPORTUNITY TO VISIT THE ABROLHOS ISLANDS 

The WA Naturalists’ Club has engaged Coates Wildlife Tours to run a series 

of trips to the Abrolhos Islands later this year. The first two trips are fully 

booked but there are places available on the third trip scheduled for 14 – 19 

October 2016. The group is limited to 25 people and requires a minimum of 

20 to go ahead.

The Naturalists’ Club is inviting members of Birdlife Western Australia to join 

them on this trip. Cost is $2,390 incl. GST, which includes:

o Transport by coach; Perth to Geraldton, Geraldton to Perth

o 5 nights accommodation on board MV Eco Abrolhos (twin share with 

ensuite)

o All meals as per the itinerary

o All National Park entrance fees (Mt Lesueur NP or The Pinnacles)

If you are interested in joining the trip please contact Don Poynton as soon as 

possible but no later than 31 March. A brochure with more information is 

available.

Email:dpoynton@iinet.net.au Mob. 0419 460 301

BIRD WALKS AT STIRLING RANGE RETREAT 2016 

BirdLife Western Australia has been asked to provide volunteers to lead 

dawn (8am) and afternoon (3pm) bird walks at Stirling Range Retreat again 

this Spring. The Retreat generously donates 100% of all walk and talk fees to 

BirdLife Western Australia; in 2015 this was more than $5000.

The walks this year will commence on Saturday 27th August (the first 

volunteer arrives on Friday 26th August) and conclude after the 8am morning 

walk on Saturday 29th October 2016.

We would also expect to conduct evening talks at 7pm on Saturday, Monday, 

Wednesday and Friday that are illustrated with a Power Point presentation of 

bird photographs and accompanying bird calls. The computer and projector 



will be available pre-loaded with the necessary software for the duration of 

the program.

Accommodation arrangements in 2016 will be as follows:

� the leaders and their partners will be offered a 50% tariff on cabin 

accommodation.

� for those people who will be using their own caravan for 

accommodation a tariff free powered site will be available.

The following three weeks are still available -

Weeks beginning 04 September, 9 October,  and 24 October.

For further details please contact Clive Nealon via email at 

clive.nealon@bigpond.com or by phone at  9448-5921  or  0402 009 462

2016 SOUTH COAST FESTIVAL OF BIRDS 

The 2016 Festival of Birds has nearly finished for another year  The final 

event is on Sunday 27 March - the Albany Kite Fiesta at Albany Anzac Peace 

Park. No need to book and kite building kits available for purchase. For more 

information check out the website at www.birdfestival.greenskills.org.au/

GREAT WESTERN WOODLANDS (GWW) VOLUNTEER BIRD 

SURVEYS MARCH-APRIL 2016 

The Easter Survey at Jilbadji Reserve gets under way this week.

A second round of Autumn surveys is scheduled from 23rd to 28th April. 

These are suggested dates but as always people are free to organise their 

trips to suit their own schedule.

Two 4WD vehicles are essential for safety and a satellite phone will be 

loaned for use in emergency. If required, GPS units are available for loan pre-

loaded with the coordinates for all the survey sites. The coordinates are also 

available as a .GPX file for download into your own GPS. Bird lists, maps, 

coordinates and location information are all available as a printed information 

pack.

Maris Lauva    040302 9051

gww@birdlife.org.au

www.birdlife.org.au/projects/great-western-woodlands

EXCURSIONS 

To access more information about each event simply click on the name of the 

excursion.

YANGEBUP LAKE, YANGEBUP, SUNDAY 27 MARCH, MORNING

7.30am Members and Guests only.  Bring your scope if you have one. 

Leader: Robyn Pickering

JAEGER WATCH, WOODMAN POINT, COCKBURN, SATURDAY 2 APRIL, 

MORNING

7.30am  For members and guests only.  Leader: Martin Cake

PHOTOGRAPHY EXCURSION, HERDSMAN LAKE, CHURCHLANDS, 



SUNDAY 3 APRIL, AFTERNOON

2.30pm    For members and guests only   Leaders: Sandra and Ian Wallace

TOMATO LAKE, KEWDALE, THURSDAY 7 APRIL, MORNING

8.00am Members and the general public   Leader: Ian Wallace

RAY MARSHALL PARK VIVEASH, SUNDAY 10 APRIL, MORNING

8.00am Members and the general public  Leader: Peter White

LAKE COOGEE, MUNSTER, SATURDAY 16 APRIL, MORNING

8.00am    For members and guests only.  Leader: Jan and Dave Crossley

BIRDLIFE WESTERN AUSTRALIA E-NEWS – GUIDELINES FOR 

CONTRIBUTORS 

All members are welcome to contribute items to this Newsletter, which is 

primarily for activities not published in WA Bird Notes. Items should be less 

than 100 words and relate only to BirdLife supported activities. The final 

decision on publication rests with the news team. Please send items for 

publication by close of business on the second or fourth Tuesday of the 

month to: enews.wa@birdlife.org.au

Keen participants at the Port Hedland Shorebirds 2020 training workshop.  

Photograph courtesy of Bruce Greatwich.
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