25 February 2016

Dear
A quiet edition of the BirdLife WA eNews. The countdown is on
for the 2016 Great Cocky Count and there are still plenty of
places on the Great Western Woodland surveys. The Black
Adder Woodbridge Catchment Group are looking for bird
records to assist with their study on behalf of the City of Swan.

Events
Garvey Park, Ascot, Sun 27
Feb
Alfred Cove, Sun 6 March
Penguin Island, Sun 13
March

The Community Education Committee would still like
suggestions for their winter bird classes in July.
BIRDLIFE WA 2016 AGM
The BirdLife WA AGM was held on Monday 22 February. Mike Bamford was
re-elected as Chair of the WA Executive Committee. The other continuing
members are Frank O'Connor (Treasurer), Kathryn Napier (Secretary) and
general committee members Suzanne Mather, Sandra Wallace, Mark
Henryon, Paul Netscher and Keith Lightbody. A big welcome to new
committee members Jennifer Sumpton and Blair Parsons. Nic Dunlop and
Graham Wooller have stepped down and the Executive Committee thanks
them both on behalf of the WA members for all their hard work for BirdLife
WA.

WETLAND RECORDS SOUGHT BY BLACK ADDER
WOODBRIDGE CATCHMENT GROUP
The Black Adder Woodbridge Catchment Group is conducting a bird survey
of their area. They would be really appreciative of hearing from any birders
who have been compiling species lists and counts at the wetland from around
2002 to 2015 and are willing to share the information for the study.
The 12 hectare wetland is located between the suburbs of Viveash, Midland
and Woodbridge in the City of Swan and adjacent to the Swan River and
includes Ray Marshall Park.
The Group has been doing a weekly bird survey of the Wetland since April
2015 as part of a voluntary contribution to the City of Swan’s study of the
transition of the wet land from saline to fresh water. A weir was constructed at
the Wetland in 2012 to prevent the incursion of saline water into the Wetland.
Further information can be obtained by contacting Pam Masters by email at
pamela.masters@westnet.com.au

THE GREAT COCKY COUNT COUNTDOWN IS ON!
The 2016 Great Cocky Count will be on the evening of Sunday 3rd April
2016. This will be our seventh consecutive annual count to survey the
populations of southwest black-cockatoos as they fly in to their evening roost
sites. The Great Cocky Count plays a vital role in our knowledge of our black-
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cockatoos, particularly Carnaby's.
To continue this good work, we need your help. If you can spare an hour for
these magnificent birds, or if you know where your local flock goes to roost,
please get in touch with us.
To find out more visit: http://www.birdlife.org.au/projects/southwest-blackcockatoo-recovery/great-cocky-count-swbc
If the website doesn't answer your questions, contact us at
greatcockycount@birdlife.org.au

WINTER BIRD WORKSHOPS ARE COMING BACK!
The BirdLife WA Community Education Committee (CEC) will be running two
bird workshops on the mornings of Saturday 9th and Sunday 10th of July.
Saturday will be an Introduction to Birding and Sunday will have a number of
ID sessions focussing on particular species or families and a new session on
the birds of a specific location - what you are likely to see and how to identify
their calls.
The CEC would like to know what species or families of birds you would like
to learn more about identification (e.g. waders, raptors) or perhaps there is a
location you would like us to cover for the bird calls (e.g. a forest or woodland
location not far from Perth). All suggestions will be gratefully received and
should be directed to Annette Park at the BirdLife WA office (phone 9383
7749 or email wa@birdlife.org.au)
Full details of the workshops and how to book a place will be advertised
closer to the date.

2016 SOUTH COAST FESTIVAL OF BIRDS
The 2016 Festival of Birds will take place over the month of March, there will
be an array of entertaining and educational community events showcasing
the unique and beautiful bird fauna of the south coast of Western Australia.
The main event is the Festival of Birds Symposium, but there will also be:
• School based Education activities
• Bird Outings
• Talks at the Albany Library
• Spectacular bird photography
• Field trip
• Workshops
• Bird Identification course
• Mini Film Festival
• Albany Kite Fiesta
For more information check out the website at
www.birdfestival.greenskills.org.au/

GREAT WESTERN WOODLANDS (GWW) VOLUNTEER BIRD
SURVEYS MARCH-APRIL 2016
The Easter Survey (23 to 28 March) at Jilbadji Reserve was booked out by
Christmas but if you missed out and want to organise another group at Easter
to survey one of the other areas, contact the Surveys coordinator Maris
Lauva. Two 4WD vehicles are essential for safety and a satellite phone will
be loaned for use in emergency. If required, GPS units are available for loan
pre-loaded with the coordinates for all the survey sites. The coordinates are
also available as a .GPX file for download into your own GPS. Bird lists,
maps, coordinates and location information are all available as a printed

information pack.
A second round of Autumn surveys is scheduled from 23rd to 28th April.
These are suggested dates but as always people are free to organise their
trips to suit their own schedule.
Please consider contributing to this 12-year project that aims to conserve the
largest remaining temperate woodland in the world. The nine survey areas
added together would be an area larger than England. No better place to be
in Autumn than out in the Woodlands.
Maris Lauva

040302 9051

gww@birdlife.org.au
www.birdlife.org.au/projects/great-western-woodlands

GWW VOLUNTEER BIRDER FROM NZ
A volunteer from NZ would like to join a group conducting a GWW survey in
autumn this year and is available between 16th to 30th April 2016. However,
would need a lift with someone. She is a keen birder and photographer, who
has visited Australia and WA several times. Will be self-sufficient for camping.
Please contact Maris Lauva on gww@birdlife.org.auor mobile: 0403 029 051,
if you are happy for her to join your group and can offer a passenger seat.

NEW ADDITION TO BIRDLIFE WA CLOTHING
Just a reminder that polo shirts and hats with the BirdLife WA logo are still
available and a jacket has been added to the range by Embroidery House.
This is a good opportunity to get our logo out into the public arena. Please
wear them on any appropriate occasion. As 20% of all sales goes to BirdLife
WA they are also a good fund raiser.
Embroidery House has a shop front in the Kalamunda Mall for personal
shoppers or orders can be placed on line, with payment by Paypal, direct
debit or cheque. You can access their website from the Sales page on the
BirdLife WA website: birdlife.org.au/locations/birdlife-western-australia/sales

EXCURSIONS
Welcome to our new look Excursions section - to get more information about
each event simply click on the name of the excursion.
GARVEY PARK, ASCOT, SATURDAY 27 FEBRUARY, MORNING
7:30 am - 11 am. Members and guests only. Leader: Clive Nealon
ALFRED COVE, SUNDAY 6 MARCH 2016, MORNING
7.30 am - 11 am Members and guests only. Leader Toni Webster.
PENGUIN ISLAND, ROCKINGHAM, SUNDAY 13 MARCH 2016, MORNING
8.45 am Members and guests only. Leader Gavin White

BIRDLIFE WESTERN AUSTRALIA E-NEWS – GUIDELINES FOR
CONTRIBUTORS
All members are welcome to contribute items to this Newsletter, which is
primarily for activities not published in WA Bird Notes. Items should be less
than 100 words and relate only to BirdLife supported activities. The final
decision on publication rests with the news team. Please send items for

publication by close of business on the second or fourth Tuesday of the
month to: enews.wa@birdlife.org.au
Raptors are one of the popular choices for the Community Education ID
workshops in July. This photograph of a Collared Sparrowhawk courtesy of
Maris Lauuva.
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Up for an adventure in 2016?
Join BirdLife Australia on a Fundraising Trek
and take a journey to the vast red landscape
of The Kimberley and help create a brighter future
for Australia’s birds. For more information click here

