
27 January 2016 

Dear 

Please join us in congratulating Brice Wells on his Australia Day 

honours; he is the well-deserved recipient of a Medal of the 

Order of Australia for his service to conservation and the 

environment.  

In this edition there are plenty of things to book in your diary -

the 2016 Great Cocky Count, the South Coast Festival of Birds, 

autumn surveys in the Great Western Woodlands and a 

selection of morning and full day walks as well as a photography 

excursion.

THE GREAT COCKY COUNT COUNTDOWN IS ON! 

The 2016 Great Cocky Count will be on the evening of Sunday 3rd April 

2016. This will be our seventh consecutive annual count to survey the 

populations of southwest black-cockatoos as they fly in to their evening roost 

sites. The Great Cocky Count plays a vital role in our knowledge of our black-

cockatoos, particularly Carnaby's.

To continue this good work, we need your help. If you can spare an hour for 

these magnificent birds, or if you know where your local flock goes to roost, 

please get in touch with us.

To find out more visit: http://www.birdlife.org.au/projects/southwest-black-

cockatoo-recovery/great-cocky-count-swbc

If the website doesn't answer your questions, contact us at 

greatcockycount@birdlife.org.au

AUSTRALIA DAY HONOURS 

BirdLife WA would like to congratulate Brice Wells on his well deserved 

Medal (OAM) of the Order of Australia for service to conservation and the 

environment, particularly ornithology.

As Chair of our Community Education Committee, Brice has spearheaded the 

work of BirdLife WA in raising community awareness of our native birds and 

the conservation issues that affect them. He has been a member since 1981 

and, along with his wife Gail, wardens at the Eyre Bird Observatory and the 

inaugural Broome Bird Observatory wardens.

NEW SOUTHWEST BLACK-COCKATOO ID BROCHURES 

AVAILABLE 

These handy guides provide tips on distinguishing between our three 
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southwest black-cocky species using distribution, appearance, calls as well 

as the feeding residue they leave behind. Hardcopies are available from the 

BirdLife WA Office (Peregrine House, 167 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat 6014 -

open Monday-Friday between 9:30am - 12:30pm) and a pdf version is at:

http://birdlife.org.au/documents/SWBC-SouthwestBlackCockatooID.pdf   If 

you would like a number of brochures to make available to your community 

group, please email tegan.douglas@birdlife.org.au

Happy cockatoo watching!

2016 SOUTH COAST FESTIVAL OF BIRDS 

The 2016 Festival of Birds will take place over the month of March, there will 

be an array of entertaining and educational community events showcasing 

the unique and beautiful bird fauna of the south coast of Western Australia.

The main event is the Festival of Birds Symposium, but there will also be:

• School  based Education activities

• Bird Outings

• Talks at the Albany Library

• Spectacular bird photography

• Field trip

• Workshops

• Bird Identification course

• Mini Film Festival

• Albany Kite Fiesta

For more information check out the website at 

www.birdfestival.greenskills.org.au/

LATEST COCKY NOTES NEWSLETTER OUT NOW 

The Summer 2015-2016 edition of Cocky Notes, the newsletter of the 

Southwest Black-Cockatoo Recovery Program, is now available. Subscribers 

should receive it in the mail soon and copies are also available in the Bird Life 

WA office.  A digital version will be uploaded to the BirdLife Australia website 

shortly and can be downloaded from http://birdlife.org.au/projects/southwest-

black-cockatoo-recovery/publications-and-forms

WANTED: REPORTS OF FORAGING RED-TAILED BLACK-

COCKATOOS 

The forest red-tailed black-cockatoo (Calyptorhynchus banksii naso) has 

expanded its range into the urban areas of Perth over the past 15 years. My 

PhD research focuses on how the red-tails are utilising the urban 

environment, and how living in urban areas is altering their behaviours. I am 

looking at a number of areas, including resource use, foraging behaviour, 

anti-predator behaviour, and vocalisations.

How can you help?

Please send me any records of sightings of red-tails in urban areas. Maybe a 

group visits your backyard or neighbourhood regularly, or maybe you saw 

some while out birding in a park or nature reserve. All sightings are important. 

At the moment I am especially interested in any reports of red-tails foraging in 

urban areas. Please send me your reports as soon as possible, with the date, 

time, location, and what they were feeding on (if known).

Thank you! Erika Roper, The University of Western Australia, 

mailto:erika.roper@research.uwa.edu.au or 0432 243 778.  I also have a blog 

up and running, which has some more information 



https://erikaroper.wordpress.com/

TWO NEW ADDITIONS TO OUR GREETING CARDS 

The wonderful range of BirdLife WA greeting cards has been added to with 

the arrival of our new Western Rosella and Hooded Plover cards.  A big 

thank-you to Susan Tingay who has generously provided two brilliant 

paintings for these cards.  Check them out next time you visit the office or 

when you place an order online.

AUTUMN SURVEYS IN THE GREAT WESTERN WOODLANDS 

Great Western Woodlands (GWW) bird surveys are again planned for this 

Autumn. Find out more about this project at the GWW website 

http://www.birdlife.org.au/projects/great-western-woodlands

We are asking volunteers to join surveys. Suggested dates are:

March 21 to April 1

April 22 to 29

As always people organising their own groups are free to undertake surveys 

whenever they wish.

For more information contact the Surveys Coordinator Maris Lauva 

gww@birdlife.org.au or 0403029051

WANTED: BACK ISSUES OF WESTERN AUSTRALIAN BIRD 

NOTES 

BirdLife WA member, Ian Abbott, is trying to complete his collection of past 

issues of WABN.  He is missing the following issues:

Numbers 1-18, 20, 22, 25, 37, 41-44, 53-55, 86, 94, 101-115, 119, 122-127.

Should you have any of these issues, have no further use for them, 

and would like to dispose of them, please contact him on 9381 9841

EXCURSIONS 

Welcome to our new look Excursions section - to get more information about 

each event simply click on the name of the excursion.

EXCURSION, LAKE JOONDALUP, JOONDALUP, SUNDAY 31 JANUARY

7.30am (morning activity) Members & guests only. Leader Wayne Merritt

World Wetland Day event - Lake Seppings, Albany, Tuesday 2 February

Interested in finding out more about Lake Seppings? Take part in a guided 

bird walk hosted by the Albany branch on Tuesday, 2 February.  Meet at 8am 

at Lake Seppings car park off Golf Links Rd. The leisurely walk will finish at 

the Lake Seppings bird hide on the opposite side of the lake where 

participants can then join the City of Albany sponsored "World Wetlands Day" 

talks and displays  between 10am and noon. For more information contact 

the Albany branch: albanybirds@hotmail.com

EXCURSION, PEEL INLET, MANDURAH, SUNDAY 7 FEBRUARY, FULL 

DAY

7.30am - 2.00pm Members and guests only.  Leaders Nick Brown and Sue 

Abbotts



PHOTOGRAPHY EXCURSION, BIBRA LAKE, SATURDAY 13 FEBRUARY, 

HALF DAY

7.00am – 11.00am   Members and guests only.  Leader Sandra Wallace

EXCURSION, LOWLANDS ESTATE, MARDELLA, SUNDAY 14 FEBRUARY, 

HALF DAY

7.30am – 11.00am  Members and guests only.  Leader Robyn Pickering.  

Note: BirdLife has not visited this site since the 1990s

EXCURSION, ERIC SINGLETON RESERVE, BAYSWATER, THURSDAY 18 

FEBRUARY, HALF DAY

8.30am - 11.00am Members and general public.  Leader John Luyer

BIRDLIFE WESTERN AUSTRALIA E-NEWS – GUIDELINES FOR 

CONTRIBUTORS 

All members are welcome to contribute items to this Newsletter, which is 

primarily for activities not published in WA Bird Notes. Items should be less 

than 100 words and relate only to BirdLife supported activities. The final 

decision on publication rests with the news team. Please send items for 

publication by close of business on the second or fourth Tuesday of the 

month to: enews.wa@birdlife.org.au

Blue-billed Duck, one of the species to be found at Lake Seppings in Albany, 

by Frank O'Connor.
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Up for an adventure in 2016? 

Join BirdLife Australia on a Fundraising Trek 

and take a journey to the vast red landscape

of The Kimberley and help create a brighter future 

for Australia’s birds. For more information click here


