14 January 2016

Dear
Welcome to the first edition of the WA eNews for 2016. Its been
a tough start to the year and our thoughts go out to everyone
affected by the recent bushfires. As information comes to hand
on how we can help our WA birds, including the hard
hit Western Ground Parrot, we will let you know. In the
meantime we would welcome any observations on effects to
native birds as a result of the fires.

Events
Canning River Regional,
Wilson Sat 16 Jan
Nambeelup, Sun 17 Jan
Monthly Meeting, Eco
Centre Floreat Mon 18 Jan
Wellard Wetlands, Baldivis
Sat 23 Jan
Lake Joondalup, Joondalup
Sun 31 Jan

In this edition find out how our Southwest Black-Cockatoos are
faring and how you can assist in research on the Red-tailed
Black-Cockatoo and Southern Boobook. Need to restock your
greetings cards - see the new additions to the flock!
LATEST COCKY NOTES NEWSLETTER OUT NOW!
The Summer 2015-2016 edition of Cocky Notes, the newsletter of the
Southwest Black-Cockatoo Recovery Program, is now available. Subscribers
should receive it in the mail soon and copies are also available in the Bird Life
WA office. A digital version will be uploaded to the BirdLife Australia website
shortly and can be downloaded from http://birdlife.org.au/projects/southwestblack-cockatoo-recovery/publications-and-forms

WANTED: REPORTS OF FORAGING RED-TAILED BLACKCOCKATOOS
The forest red-tailed black-cockatoo (Calyptorhynchus banksii naso) has
expanded its range into the urban areas of Perth over the past 15 years. My
PhD research focuses on how the red-tails are utilising the urban
environment, and how living in urban areas is altering their behaviours. I am
looking at a number of areas, including resource use, foraging behaviour,
anti-predator behaviour, and vocalisations.
How can you help?
Please send me any records of sightings of red-tails in urban areas. Maybe a
group visits your backyard or neighbourhood regularly, or maybe you saw
some while out birding in a park or nature reserve. All sightings are important.
At the moment I am especially interested in any reports of red-tails foraging in
urban areas. Please send me your reports as soon as possible, with the date,
time, location, and what they were feeding on (if known).
Thank you! Erika Roper, The University of Western Australia,
mailto:erika.roper@research.uwa.edu.au or 0432 243 778. I also have a blog
up and running, which has some more information
https://erikaroper.wordpress.com/
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DECEMBER EDITION OF WA BIRD NOTES
You should have received your December edition of WA Bird Notes before
Christmas; please contact the office on 9383 7749 or email
wa@birdlife.org.au if you didn't receive your copy.
if you don't have a subscription to this local publication you can add it to your
BirdLife Australia membership for an additional $20 per year.

GLORIOUS PRINTS OF PAINTINGS BY RENOWNED FLORA &
BIRD ARTIST THE LATE EBENEZER GOSTELOW FOR SALE
Gostelow's original paintings are held in the National Library, which
authorised this series of prints in 1993. There are still 9 framed prints
available, including Rose-Crowned Fruit Dove with Superb Fruit Dove,
Spangled Drongo, Bar-Shouldered Dove, Pale-Headed Rosella and White
Eared Monarch. They are on display in the BirdLife WA office, prices range
from $130 - $150. All proceeds go directly to sustaining the BirdLife WA
Great Western Woodlands conservation project.

TWO NEW ADDITIONS TO OUR GREETING CARDS
The wonderful range of BirdLife WA greeting cards has been added to with
the arrival of our new Western Rosella and Hooded Plover cards. A big
thank-you to Susan Tingay who has generously provided two brilliant
paintings for these cards. Check them out next time you visit the office or
when you place an order online.

CARNABY’S LOSING HABITAT IN BEELIAR WETLANDS
Thank you to all who signed the petition. The decision of the Supreme Court
of Western Australia determined that the works on the Roe Highway
extension in Beeliar Wetlands are in fact unlawful. For updates please refer to
http://savebeeliarwetlands.com/news

AUTUMN SURVEYS IN THE GREAT WESTERN WOODLANDS
Great Western Woodlands (GWW) bird surveys are again planned for this
Autumn. Find out more about this project at the GWW website
http://www.birdlife.org.au/projects/great-western-woodlands
We are asking volunteers to join surveys. Suggested dates are:
March 21 to April 1
April 22 to 29
As always people organising their own groups are free to undertake surveys
whenever they wish.
For more information contact the Surveys Coordinator Maris Lauva
gww@birdlife.org.au or 0403029051

WANTED: BACK ISSUES OF WESTERN AUSTRALIAN BIRD
NOTES
BirdLife WA member, Ian Abbott, is trying to complete his collection of past
issues of WABN. He is missing the following issues:
Numbers 1-18, 20, 22, 25, 37, 41-44, 53-55, 86, 94, 101-115, 119, 122-127.
Should you have any of these issues, have no further use for them,
and would like to dispose of them, please contact him on 9381 9841

WANTED: REPORTS ON ROAD-KILLED BOOBOOKS AND

DAYTIME ROOSTS
The Southern Boobook (Ninox boobook) has declined range-wide across
Australia since 1999. My PhD research is focused understanding the threats
facing boobooks and where these threats are most severe. I will examine a
number of factors which may be impacting boobook populations, including:
inbreeding, nest hollow limitation, rat poisons, and the disease
toxoplasmosis.
How can you help?
If you find a dead boobook, please call me and I will come pick it up ASAP. If
it’s fresh, place it in a plastic bag and keep it refrigerated (freezers are ok
too). If you are uncomfortable with this, please contact me. I will analyse
livers for seven different kinds of rat poison and use muscle tissue to test for
the disease toxoplasmosis. Even if only a few feathers are left, I can still get
genetic information, so don’t hesitate to contact me!
I am also very interested in reports of boobooks seen during the day. If you
report one, I’ll come out to the location right away, if you are within 2-3hours’
drive from Perth. If you are further out, please contact me to make alternative
arrangements. After capture, I’ll take a few measurements and a small blood
sample to test for toxoplasmosis and genetic analysis and return it to its
roost.
Michael Lohr, Edith Cowan University, 0407 147 901 or
mailto:m.Lohr@ecu.edu.au

BIRDLIFE WA 2016 CALENDARS STILL AVAILABLE!
Don't panic if you forgot to purchase your 2016 BirdLife WA calendar, we still
have some in stock! Once again our WA members have contributed an
amazing series of photographs celebrating our WA birds. Thanks to all our
photographers for making this another wonderful calendar; all profits will aid
the WA Australasian Bittern Project. Calendars cost $10 each from the office,
or order one from the office (phone 9383 7749 or email wa@birdlife.org.au)
and have it posted for $13 each (pay by cheque or direct deposit).

EXCURSIONS
Welcome to our new look Excursions section - to get more information about
each event simply click on the name of the excursion.
PHOTOGRAPHY ACTIVITY, CANNING RIVER REGIONAL PARK, WILSON,
SATURDAY 16 JANUARY 7.30am (morning activity) Members and guests
only. Leader Richard Mazenac
NAMBEELUP SETTLING PONDS, NAMBEELUP, SUNDAY 17 JANUARY
8.00am (morning activity) Members and guests only, strict limit of 20, contact
the BirdLife WA office to book a place. Leaders: Bob Paterson and Bill
Russell
MONTHLY MEETING, WESTERN AUSTRALIA ECOLOGY CENTRE,
FLOREAT, MONDAY 18 JANUARY 7.30pm-9.30pm Brice Wells, Chair of
Community Education Committee, will give a talk on ‘Kingfishers’. Light
refreshments served. Note date instead of 4th Monday which is Australia Day
holiday
EXCURSION, WELLARD WETLANDS, BALDIVIS,SATURDAY 23 JANUARY
8.00am (morning activity) Members & guests only. Leader Charles Merriam
EXCURSION, LAKE JOONDALUP, JOONDALUP, SUNDAY 31 JANUARY

7.30am (morning activity) Members & guests only. Leader Wayne Merritt

BIRDLIFE WESTERN AUSTRALIA E-NEWS – GUIDELINES FOR
CONTRIBUTORS
All members are welcome to contribute items to this Newsletter, which is
primarily for activities not published in WA Bird Notes. Items should be less
than 100 words and relate only to BirdLife supported activities. The final
decision on publication rests with the news team. Please send items for
publication by close of business on the second or fourth Tuesday of the
month to: enews.wa@birdlife.org.au
Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo by Erika Roper
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