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JULIMAR FOREST AT RISK AND THE CASE FOR 
A NATIONAL PARK!

Julimar under threat!
Julimar State Forest – the jewel in the crown of the northern Jarrah forest – is under threat from mining. If Chalice Mining 
Ltd has its way, Julimar could be developed into open mine pits to extract nickel, copper, and platinum-group elements that 
lie beneath the forest (see map below). If this were to occur, gone for ever would be habitats in that forest that support large 
numbers of our black-cockatoos, an important population of Chuditch and more of our unique flora. As we know, the on-going 
clearing of natural vegetation results in loss of habitat (food sources, breeding sites, hiding, and roosting places) for native 
wildlife and is compounding the ecological implications of an already fragmented landscape.  

Fragmentation of natural vegetation renders it more vulnerable to ecological degradation and reduces the available resources 
for wildlife. This situation is exacerbated by the fact that populations of endemic wildlife and especially native birds are 
continuously reported to be under threat from climate change. Presented here is a case for responsible land management and a 
call for action.

Julimar in focus
Julimar is located about 90 km northeast of Perth and 
west of Toodyay. Although commonly known as the Julimar 
Conservation Park, the area has State Forest classification. 
The former CALM (now DBCA) applied to have it classified 
as a Conservation Park because of the biodiversity values 
of the area, and erected signage to that effect. However, 
the classification was not approved, in part because of 
successful lobbying by mining groups associated with 
the potential for mineral resources. This is disappointing 
considering that most of the State is available to mining 
and valuable natural areas such as Julimar are increasingly 
in need of greater protection! The forest is 28 000 ha in 
size and despite previous logging has old growth elements 
and good floral biodiversity values, including threatened 
species. The forest is a good habitat for birds and 
considered to be a Key Biodiversity Area (Douglas 2021). 
The current bird list stands at 90+ species, including a 
number of woodland dependent birds, such as the Western 
Shrike-tit. However, there are already threats to the area 
due to lower streamflow, woodland fragmentation, and 
a decline in the quality of natural vegetation. Julimar is 
also an important habitat for the iconic Carnaby's Black-
Cockatoo in terms of foraging, roosting areas and as a 
source of nesting sites. 

Julimar’s services as a ‘conserved’ forest include 
multiple biodiversity values (flora, mammals, birds), 
as a key habitat for birds, and a place for the Chuditch 
Conservation Program to source animals for translocation 
(Johnson et al. 2011). Forests the size of Julimar also confer a 
climate change and land degradation mitigation function (IUCN 
2021). The forest is also an important community resource for 
tourism and recreation. Remaining natural areas everywhere 
and particularly forests now confer vital psychological 
values with more and more people seeking stress relief and 
rejuvenation from ‘being in nature’ (Lackey et al. 2019; White 
et al. 2019). 

Why Julimar Forest needs greater protection 
Big picture issues include on-going environmental stress from drought, heatwaves and the increasing incidence of wildfire 
which results in vegetation change and decline. Iconic and endangered species like Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo are impacted by 
hot and widespread wildfires resulting in the loss of hollow bearing trees and causing a reduction in the quality and availability 
of food. Furthermore, there have been losses of cockatoo foraging habitat due to fires around Yanchep National Park in 2019. 
Recent fires (2021/2022) have also impacted large areas of Carnaby’s habitat in the Toodyay area, with a further 100 ha of 
cockatoo breeding habitat being burnt in the Bindoon Training area in 2021. Julimar is also under stress and needs appropriate 
management due to the presence of feral and introduced animals such as the fox, rabbit, and pig impacting on native wildlife. 
Add to this the presence of weeds and the risk of plant disease that degrade native plant communities in combination with 
mining exploration, which may ultimately lead to mining activity, there is a real cause for concern about the future integrity 
of the Julimar Conservation Area. Even without the threat of mining, Julimar deserves more protection due to inappropriate 
recreational activities, such a trail bike riding and uncontrolled damage from off-road vehicle activity.

https://chalicemining.com/project/julimar-nickel-copper-pge-project
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Julimar Forest at risk and the case for a national park!, ctd

The impact of exploration and mining in Julimar Forest 
The ever-present threat of exploration and mining continues 
to loom over many valued natural areas and Julimar is no 
exception. Presently there is a proposal by Chalice for native 
vegetation clearing for mining exploration purposes (4.4 
ha) detailed in a recent environmental consultancy report 
prepared by MBS Environmental (2021). The report does not 
specify how flora will be identified, over what time frame, 
and rehabilitation practices are not specified! The project 
would involve 72 drill sites, a rig and support vehicle, with 
potential noise and waste material impacts. With drilling 
taking place over a 6-month period there is little attention 
given to seasonal factors such as breeding birds or flowering 
activity. There could be multiple holes per drill site which can 
act as pit fall traps impacting on insects and small wildlife. 
Support vehicles following the rig will use existing tracks 
where possible, a statement that provides no clarity, making 
it difficult to predict impacts. Otherwise, there will be off-track 
access, which is likely to expand the disturbance footprint? 
There is no clarity regarding the statement that if threatened 
flora is found at the proposed sites, routes and drill sites 
will be adjusted. Furthermore, the disturbance footprint will 
amount to wider habitat disturbance as it is not concentrated 
in one place. There is an increased risk of spreading dieback 
and weeds. MBS Environmental (2021) state that the 
disturbance is unlikely to spread weed species as weeds are 
not present in high densities. However, weeds are disturbance 
specialists and once established can be difficult to control. 
Weeds are a major threat to natural ecosystems worldwide 
(Hulme et al. 2014). 

Regarding disturbance because of access and drill activities 
the proponents predict minor branch pruning to occur with 
vehicles/equipment rolling over vegetation only where 
necessary. The intention is to drive over vegetation without 
damaging root stock, but there is no substantive consideration 
given to likely soil compaction and damage to above ground 
biomass. Recovery of vegetation from such damage is slow 
in naturally stressed ecosystems because of infertile soils 
and highly specialised plant survival strategies (as detailed in 
Mason et al. 2015). Recovery of vegetation is dependent on 
the condition of the top 5-10 cm of soil, and this is damaged 
when trampled by vehicles and foot traffic. Furthermore, below 
average rainfall caused by the drying climate affects the ability 
of vegetation to recover. 

The proponent’s environmental report considers impacts to 
be small; however, as reported by Raiter et al. (2014), small 
ecological impacts are cumulative and can emerge as more 
significant impacts over time or just get missed because of 
the lack of sufficient time to conduct an appropriate impact 
assessment. Raiter et al. (2014) also make the point that off-
road access needs to be properly addressed by proponents. 

Careful reading of the report reveals that environmental 
components have not been fully considered, such as the 
overall loss and decline in the extent and quality of cockatoo 
habitat. No comprehensive bird surveys have been conducted 
by the assessment team (MBS Environmental 2021) regarding 
the quality of Julimar as a foraging, roosting and breeding 
habitat for black-cockatoos. Julimar however, is prime 
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo foraging habitat and is a known 
breeding area (Rycken 2019). Food availability is particularly 
important as it affects the breeding success of the birds. 
Given habitat loss and degradation due to clearing and 
fragmentation, Carnaby’s have become more reliant on pine 
plantations as sources of food (Finn et al. 2009). However, 
plantations are subject to major disturbance such as timber 
harvesting and the impacts of fires. Wildfire and prescribed 
burning have also impacted large areas of Carnaby’s habitat in 
the Julimar area. Such habitat disturbance affects Carnaby’s 
in terms of the availability of food and can cause alterations 
in daily movement and roosting patterns and impact on the 
activity budgets of the birds.  

MBS Environmental (2021) state that there are no threatened 
ecological communities within the permit area and that 
natural vegetation is secured in Julimar State Forest, nature 
reserves and national parks in the surrounding area. There is 
no mention of the continuous losses and on-going disturbance 
in forests already under stress. The whole Jarrah forest 
ecosystem (a biodiversity hotspot) is under threat from 
climate change, frequent fires, dieback and weed invasion 
(Matusick et al. 2012; Ruthrof et al. 2021). This affects 
the quality of habitat as a food source and its suitability 
for breeding for many species of birds. It is likely that the 
northern Jarrah forest will continue to decline in health 
(impacting its capacity to support biodiversity and regenerate) 
due to an increased prevalence of heatwaves, declining 
rainfall, alterations in fire frequency, the severity of fires and 
the changing seasonal occurrence of fires (Nolan et al. 2021). 
Mac Nally et al. (2009) have reported population declines in 
birds occupying protected areas in fragmented landscapes 
due to food shortages brought about by declining rainfall and 
heatwaves. 

Allowing exploration and mining to take place in Julimar is at 
odds with the State Government’s own forest management 
plan (Conservation Commission of Western Australia 2013). 
The key goals of forest management include sustaining 
the health, vitality and productive capacity of ecosystems, 
conservation of biodiversity, protection of Aboriginal heritage, 
protection of soil and water resources and managing all the 
human benefits according to the principles of ecologically 
sustainable management. Allowing exploration and mining in 
Julimar is not consistent with these goals. 

National Park status is crucial for Julimar 
The purposes of national park management plans are to ensure reserves are managed to achieve the objectives of legislation 
and stakeholder expectations, realize conservation and appropriate recreation needs, garner public involvement and develop 
a shared understanding and vision for a protected area. Nature is declining everywhere and there are State Government (e.g. 
ban on native forest logging in 2023; Plan for our Parks) and international initiatives (IUCN targets; Glasgow Declaration 
on Forests and Land use, 2021) designed to conserve nature in the face of deteriorating natural vegetation and wildlife 
populations, declining rainfall, heatwaves, intense wildfire, and massive flood events. Forest conservation is also a climate 
change mitigation strategy. At the same time more people are seeking contact with nature and some protected areas are under 
stress from recreational impacts and high visitation (Schulze et al. 2018). 

Gazetting Julimar as a national park will increase security from mining, improve management via scientific approaches and 
evidence-based monitoring. Furthermore, creating a national park should help to combat climate change, manage plant 
disease, weed invasion, feral and introduced animals. National parks status will also provide an added impetus for species 
recovery programs. Being a national park is only the start of the journey as many national parks in Western Australia have 
funding and staffing problems, visitor management issues to resolve and controversy surrounding prescribed burning practices 
and the impact of fire retardants.  
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Progress and a call for action 
Up to date the BirdLife WA Advocacy Committee have been 
active in meeting together, collating information, preparing 
and submitting a letter of appeal to the office of the Appeals 
Convenor objecting to an exploration permit granted to Chalice 
Mining Ltd for CPS 9365-1 Hartog and Baudin Project. In 
January Viv Read, Doug Blandford and David Newsome met 
with members of the Toodyay community conservation interest 
groups to deliver a series of talks. Viv chaired the meeting and 
covered the ecology, distribution, and movements of Carnaby’s 
Black-Cockatoos in the Toodyay area on behalf of Dr. Sam 
Rycken. Doug presented on the environmental impacts of 
exploration and raised serious concerns about the impacts of 
mining if successful exploration leads to wider mining activity. 
David covered the importance, values, and threats to Julimar 
and presented a case for making Julimar into a National Park. 
Following on from this we all need to work on getting support 
from DBCA regarding re-classifying Julimar as a national park. 
We will then lobby the Minister for Environment regarding 
adequate protection for Julimar, thereby mitigating any 
further degradation/losses of integrity. We can also ask the 
EPA to assess mining proposals at the Public Environmental 
Review level which will involve a public consultation process. 
Furthermore, we need an alliance of concerned stakeholders 
to gather community support based on evidence-based 
arguments. Such actions and collaboration will help in 
achieving sound management and effective conservation 
goals for Julimar. Other possible actions include writing to the 
Minister, engaging with the mainstream and social media and 
undertaking information-gathering field excursions. It will also 
be important to visit relevant politicians and be clear on our 
goal, reminding all decision makers that Julimar is a valued 
natural resource. Its proper conservation is vital because 
our natural vegetation, and the wildlife that depends on it, is 
under constant threat of being damaged, degraded, and lost! 
Government has a duty of care in ensuring responsible land 
management for us and all our children.  
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JULIMAR CONSERVATION PARK 
Julimar Conservation Park is currently under threat from mining. Consequently a group of concerned Toodyay people have formed the 
Julimar Conservation Park Alliance (JCPA). I am a member of this group, representing BirdLife Australia, and the Wheatbelt Avon Bird Group 
(WABG). 

The mining proposal, a map of the tenement, and an indication of the biodiversity values of the area, have been outlined by Tegan Douglas in 
WABN 179, 36. 

By the time members read this the WABG will have already had an excursion to this area on the 30th April, 2022. The JCPA intend holding 
excursions to Julimar every season of the year and BirdLife WA will be notified of the dates. 

Whilst my data base has a very good list of birds for the area, currently 110 species, we need more information on all aspects of the natural 
history of the area. If as a BirdLife member or supporter you attend this area throughout the year could you please enter your observations 
into Birdata or eBird and forward me a copy of your sightings whatever they may be. 

Julimar has at least three species of birds and two mammals which are afforded special protection under the Biodiversity Conservation Act. 
This is a unique area where you can see a number of endemic WA birds and it is close to Perth. 

Your assistance would be appreciated.
Max Howard 

Deputy Convener 
WABG 

Pallid Cuckoo in Julimar, WABN 144. 
Photo by Sandra Wallace

Baudin Black-Cockatoo, WABN 170. Photo 
by Keith Lightbody

Western Shrike-tit. Photo by Keith Lightbody
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BirdLife WA Committees
CONVENOR’S REPORT 
Warmest greetings to the BirdLife WA community! It is exciting and humbling to be delivering the first ‘Convenor’s Report’ to the 
WABN readership since the evolution of the volunteer Executive Committee, led by a Chair to the new Coordinating Committee 
(CC) with myself as Convenor. Quite a change from my first intention when I waded back into the BirdLife volunteering space 
– which was driven by a desire to do more outreach around the South West, talking to the general public about birds and 
conservation. You may not know; I was on the BirdLife Southern Queensland management committee for about five years before 
moving to Perth in 2018. It was a fabulous, albeit exhausting experience and when I got here, I decided to lay low for a while to 
recharge the batteries. Now I find myself not only a proud and willing member of Lorraine Marshall’s Community Engagement 
subcommittee, but Convenor of the whole darn branch! How the heck did that happen?  
Gratefully, I have two incredibly supportive and effective 
Deputy Convenors in Viv Read and Betty Bryant. Graeme 
Sheppard is the returning treasurer to assist in our financial 
management and last, but most certainly not least, Alasdair 
Bulloch has taken on the important role of Secretary on the 
new CC.  How fortunate I am to be backed by such an amazing 
team! Which is lucky for me, given I work full time at Murdoch 
University. 
In the lead up to the BirdLife WA AGM, we began discussions 
within the previous Executive Committee and our broader 
subcommittee network to bring some improved clarity and 
structure to these hugely productive subcommittees. We also 
saw a need to address some gaps we have in our branch’s 
ability to respond to the challenges our birds are facing. 
Working as an effective and well-structured team, as well 
as being collaborative and collegiate with the local BirdLife 
Australia project staff, is something I am very passionate 
about. I am hopeful my Convenorship will bring a renewed 
sense of participatory advocacy with a strong emphasis 
on moving towards a community of bird lovers that derive 
enjoyment in both working and playing together. I am always 
keen to sit down over a cuppa (or something stronger) for a 
natter about anything and everything. That is where the true 
magic of community happens. And out watching birds together 
too of course! 
On reading the WABN issue from this time last year, Viv Read 
(then exiting Chair of BirdLife WA) wrote about several of 
the key conservation battle fronts the branch was directing 
efforts towards. Black-cockatoos and the Gnangara pines 
conundrum, the threat of bauxite mining in the northern 
Jarrah forests of Julimar and the ever-present risk posed by 
bushfires and prescribed burns that go wrong. Sadly, all of 
these issues continue to be forefront of our minds and activities 
at present. We are also ramping up our efforts in the Act for 
Birds – Rodenticides campaign; a nationwide effort to remove 
second generation anticoagulant rodenticide poisons from 
retailers’ shelved across the country. There has never been a 
more important time to band together and work effectively and 
collaboratively within our own BirdLife WA community but also 

with the many like-minded organisations and groups fighting 
alongside us. Despite the challenges, there are some positive 
things to keep us going. Firstly, we are continuing to work 
closely with Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority, exploring the 
options for our future accommodation at Bold Park. Secondly, 
we are about to reap the benefits of having some increased 
capacity among the WA based BirdLife Australia project staff, 
which will enable more targeted projects throughout the 
region. Finally, we are waiting patiently but expectantly for 
the new national website to be finalised and operational. It is 
hoped the improved functionality of the website, along with 
a swanky new CRM system (fancy words for supporter and 
member database) will enable us to communicate with our 
community even more efficiently and strategically. More on 
that to come! 
I think I speak for the whole CC when I say, that in addition to 
continuing to work hard advocating for birds in our incredible 
state, we are also looking to the future and how BirdLife WA 
can be agile and adaptive to the needs of the organisation 
more broadly. Anyone who has spoken with me about this, 
or seen me do a talk around the traps, can attest to my huge 
enthusiasm to promote the BirdLife brand and make birds and 
bird conservation part of the everyday – ‘mainstream’ if you 
will. Indeed, at a recent Communications and WABN workshop, 
attendees all agreed there is a need to broaden our reach and 
take our love of birds far and wide. A part of that will mean 
enhancing our online capabilities, drawing on the new and 
improved website and digital infrastructure and attracting 
some new and capable talent to the BirdLife WA volunteer 
community. With that, I would like to put a call out to you now 
– if you meet someone you think would be a good candidate 
to take the next step in getting involved in the good work we 
are already doing, but more importantly, the work we are yet 
to do, then please encourage them to get involved. Email me, 
email the office, make the introduction. Let’s continue growing 
this wonderful community. I can’t do it without you. Happy 
birding.

Rochelle

Dear WA Bird Notes subscriber, 
We are excited to share some exciting news about your subscription to WABN! 
Firstly, WABN will now be provided free to new and renewal subscribers, thanks to support from BirdLife Australia. By making WABN 
a free subscription, we will reach a much wider cross section of our community who will learn and benefit from the wealth of bird 
knowledge communicated in this important publication. We want EVERYONE to be able to read the wonderful contributions in WABN! 
If you have already paid your subscription fee, this will be the last payment. Your contribution will now be used to support our bird 
conservation work in WA. Thank you. For all remaining issues in 2022, you can receive both a ‘print and post’ copy and the digital eBook. 
An eBook can be read on the web (a bit like a kindle book) or can be downloaded as a pdf file and read later).  
BirdLife is first and foremost a bird conservation organisation. As such, we are always seeking ways to reduce our impact on the natural 
environment. If we have an email address for you on our system, we will commence sharing WABN as a digital eBook from June 2022 
onwards (via email or download from our website). If you are happy to cease receiving your hard copy from now on, and are comfortable 
transitioning to the eBook immediately, please advise us at your earliest convenience (wa@birdlife.org.au). WABN in its eBook format is 
perfect for reading on the computer or tablet screen. You will also be able to forward a copy to your friends and family, sharing the love 
of birds even further. 
From 2023 BirdLife Western Australia will cease printing and posting hard copies of WABN. We understand that some people prefer to 
read a hard copy of WABN – and if this is you, we invite you to print your digital version at home or via a third-party printing service. 
WA Bird Notes has an exciting future reaching a wider audience. We need a growing movement of people in WA to help us live up to our 
motto "standing together to stop extinctions!” and this is one more step towards achieving that goal! 
Thank you for your ongoing support of our work. 

Dr Rochelle Steven 
BirdLife Western Australia
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News from the Sales Committee 
We have a new card — White-breasted Robin. The original art work was very kindly 
donated by Michelle Dujmovic.  This completes our set of endemic birds and we hope this 
will be very popular. 
Please also remember that we sell a good range of books including field guides of Western 
Australian birds - plus all Australian birds — Birds of Prey, Birds of Perth Hills and a very good selection of second-hand books 
— at very reasonable prices. Happy birding        Lesley Macauley

Advocacy Subcommittee: A voice for Western Australian birds 
BirdLife’s vision is to “create a bright future for Australia's birds” and “stop extinctions”. This requires advocacy – and boy, do 
our birds need it! 
Warnings of dramatically escalating extinctions in Australia over the next two decades seem to be falling on deaf ears when 
presented to our politicians and decision makers. For this reason, BirdLife WA has formed a new Advocacy Subcommittee as 
another step to have its voice heard in Western Australia. The subcommittee is particularly concerned about the decline in our 
bird populations brought about by land clearing and habitat degradation. 
Our native vegetation is fast disappearing. A quick look at a 
satellite map of the south-west of Western Australia – Figure 1 
– shows that most of our native vegetation has been cleared. 
The “green bits” are all that remain. To make matters worse, 
these green bits are fragmented, degraded or becoming 
degraded, and at risk of being cleared. All this within 200 
years of European settlement. Clearing native vegetation must 
become an activity of the past.

As Gregory Andrews, Australia’s first threatened species 
commissioner, put it (Cox 2022): 
“… Australians define ourselves through our wildlife. We’ve got 
them on our money, our sports teams, our coat of arms, the tail 
of Qantas. We can’t keep defining ourselves by our wildlife when 
we’re losing it to extinction. If we’re serious about what it means 
to be Australian … we are a rich enough country with enough 
habitat and enough cleared area to dedicate the remaining land to 
protection.” 
The Advocacy Subcommittee will work to reduce land clearing 
and instead realise net-habitat gain for our threatened birds; 
advocate for government legislation that protects habitats and 
birds; urge the government and decision makers to value our 
native vegetation, our unique biodiversity, and our natural 
heritage; and oppose clearing and development proposals that 
have a significant and adverse impact on birds. 
Our advocacy work can be loosely divided into three activities: 
(i) Campaigns. Focused actions that aim to realise a good 

outcome for birds. In most of our campaigns, we try to 
align ourselves with other like-minded organisations and 
groups. Some of our current campaigns include protecting 
Julimar State Forest in a national park; reducing the use 

of second-generation anti-coagulant rodenticides; saving 
Banksia woodland at Erindale Road from being cleared; 
reducing the impact of bauxite mining on birds and Jarrah 
forests in the Darling Range; and slowing the harvest of 
pine tree in Gnangara to ensure enough foraging habitat 
for black-cockatoos in the Perth-Peel region. You can read 
more about our Julimar, rodenticide, and Erindale Road 
campaigns in this edition of Western Australian Bird Notes. 

(ii) Conservation statements. Credible and objective 
statements about key conservation issues facing our birds. 
These will include fire management and climate change. 

(iii) Submissions. Comment and provide our recommendation 
for clearing proposals and development projects lodged with 
the Department of Water and Environmental Regulation 
(DWER), the Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and 
Safety (DMIRS), and the Western Australian Environmental 
Protection Authority (EPA). We will respond to calls by State 
Government for public comment to management plans 
proposed for our natural heritage.  

As is a BirdLife tradition, our advocacy work will be evidence-
based. It will be founded on science, knowledge, and sound 
reasoning. 
However, evidence alone has never changed legislation 
or government thinking, stopped a clearing proposal or 
development project, or saved a bird species. It also requires 
community support. 
This is where the support from you – our members and 
supporters – comes into play. There is certainly a lot you can 
do, should you also feel compelled to be a voice for birds in 
Western Australia. 
Why not contact the Advocacy Subcommittee; share your 
knowledge, skills, and experience with us; join one of our 
campaigns; make a submission to DWER, DMIRS, or the EPA; 
meet with your local Member of Parliament; write a letter to 
a politician; or continue to enter your bird observations in 
Birdata? 
The Advocacy Subcommittee thanks all our members and 
supporters that have ever advocated for Western Australian 
birds. Your efforts are our inspiration. 
Together, we can all be a voice for Western Australian birds. 
Contact Mark Henryon markhenryon@hotmail.com for 
more information. 
Reference 
Cox, L. (2022). ‘Worst it’s ever been’: a threatened species 

alarm sounds during the election campaign – and is 
ignored. The Guardian (Australian edition) April 25, 
2022. Available at https://www.theguardian.com/
environment/2022/apr/25/worst-its-ever-been-a-
threatened-species-alarm-sounds-during-the-election-
campaign-and-is-ignored?fr=operanews 

Figure 1. Uncleared native vegetation (green) and cleared land in 
south-west Western Australia

BirdLife WA Committees, ctd
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BirdLife WA Conservation Program
Are we Killing our Owls? – BirdLife’s Campaign on Rodenticide use 
Are we killing our owls? It is a good question. At a BirdLife 
WA monthly general meeting in 2018, Michael Lohr showed us 
how the use of second-generation anti-coagulant rodenticides 
(SGARs) intended for rodent control were linked to a 
significant proportion of deaths in Southern Boobook owls in 
metropolitan areas of Perth. At the time, Michael was finalising 
his PhD research on the then poorly understood decline in the 
species. This led to speculation about the impact of SGARs 
on other non-target species, including other owls, scavenging 
birds and reptiles, as well as domestic cats and dogs. 
The BirdLife WA branch identified this as a priority issue and 
began to strategise with Michael and BirdLife staff as to how 
best to direct our concerns. BirdLife wrote to the Australian 
Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority (APVMA) 
which regulates the use of such chemicals, advocating for a 
timely review of their regulation and use. In the meantime, 
BirdLife also created a brochure (Bird-friendly Rodent Control 
– https://birdlife.org.au/documents/BirdLife_Bird_friendly_
rodent_control_final.pdf) outlining the issue and identifying 
the second-generation compounds. This information was 
widely distributed at the time and hardware chains that retail 
the rodenticides were informed of the concern. BirdLife ran 
a national campaign to harness community concern into 
the ready availability of these poisons, pushing for sensible 
regulation on the back of the mounting evidence of the 
damage they are causing our wildlife.  
The BirdLife WA branch has taken renewed interest in the 
issue based on the excellent article in the Australian BirdLife 
magazine (Vol.10, No. 4, p34) about Margaret River becoming 
an ‘Owl-friendly town’ due to community interest in the 
local Masked Owl population. They have inspired Denmark 
to follow suit and other communities to take strong interest 
in also forming rodenticide action groups. The Margaret 
River community group has an informative website: https://
owlfriendly.org.au/. Significantly, it has become one of the 
role-model community initiatives for BirdLife’s national 
rodenticide control campaign which has included the 
90-minute workshop for aspiring community groups (How to 
start an action group and stop the poisoning of our precious 
wildlife and birds of prey). Dr Boyd Wykes from the Margaret 
River group described the factors of their success. Steve 
Castan’s superb photos of owls in the area show those at risk. 
BirdLife WA then sought to build on the national and local 
rodenticide control activities by planning to take action at 
regional and state levels. We first needed to establish the 
extent to which it remains a problem in WA before determining 
the target for a campaign. Birding enthusiast Maris Lauva 
visited his local major hardware store to systematically record 
and confirm that SGARs are abundantly available without 
warnings of risk to wildlife. Similar visits elsewhere by others 
have confirmed that rodenticides proven deadly to owls are 
widely available for unrestricted purchase. Poppy Mahon, an 
investigative 12-year-old student at Perth Ladies College, 
bought SGARs from several stores without restriction. She has 
now made rodenticide control a school project initiative. 
A next step was to set up a monitoring base for owls so 
that we could measure the success of a state or regional 
rodenticide campaign. Not surprisingly, when we looked in 
Birdata and eBird, there are very few owl records. While 
birdwatchers are enthusiastic about all birds, including owls, 
most bird surveys and lists are made during the day, so owls 
are under recorded. Again, Maris has stepped up, offering to 
coordinate better owl record data for WA, in consultation with 
BirdLife staff. This is an opportunity for those with records of 
night-time birds, particularly Boobooks, to upload this valuable 
information to the platform of your choice. We also encourage 
members to keep an ear out and watch for nocturnal birds and 
contribute these new records into the platforms. 

We are now developing key campaign actions that can be 
taken at regional and state levels; a set of actions ranging 
from basic information and awareness through to regulatory 
control. Starting with rodenticide controls, BirdLife has been 
informed by APVMA that SGARs will be reviewed but not 
until 2024. A review does not guarantee that these products 
are removed or restricted. This is a surprising position 
considering that use of these same rodenticides have been 
highly restricted in the US since 2013 due to their impact 
on wildlife and humans! We will approach national and state 
environmental regulators to raise our concerns and will draft 
standard letters to send to local politicians and other relevant 
decision-makers. 
Another action is to negotiate with retailers, especially the 
larger hardware chains, seeking voluntary restrictions and 
appropriate labelling. This needs to be done at state or 
department store manager levels. Having concerned people 
getting stuck into floor-based employees in these stores is not 
likely to be helpful. 
Then there is a policy approach to be taken. The Augusta-
Margaret River Shire, other south-west councils and at 
least one Perth urban council (Town of Claremont) prohibits 
contractors from using SGARs for mandatory rodent control 
prior to demolition. Local government is in a prime position 
to be influential and effective with this and other policy 
instruments. 
We then ask ‘what can individuals do?’ This includes 
simple steps to clean up backyards to discourage rodent 
infestations. This can be tricky in urban areas as rats respect 
no boundaries, or in rural areas where rodent plagues might 
erupt. When rodenticide use is necessary, there will be clear 
information about choice of product, reading labels carefully 
and ensuring that SGARs are not being used, then advocating 
others to follow suit.  
Another key role for individuals is reporting observations about 
the owls, raptors and other potential consumers of poison-
laden rats to citizen science platforms like Birdata or eBird 
whenever we see them. This will ensure that data underpins 
what we know about the real impact of these poisons, and our 
actions to reduce their use on the bird populations we care 
about. 
An article in The Conversation by Dr Rob Davis (Edith Cowan 
University) provides a practical guide for rodent control:
https://theconversation.com/how-to-control-invasive-rats-
and-mice-at-home-without-harming-native-wildlife-180792

Other information and suggested actions from BirdLife are 
available at: https://www.actforbirds.org/ratpoison. This helps 
to decide what control methods to use and what to avoid. 
We will also develop information such as petitions that are 
targeted for regional and state purposes.  
For BWA, we are at an early stage of a regional and state 
campaign to control harmful rodenticide use. Alfred and 
Hidi Lau, as convenors of the WA Bird Conservation network 
(WABCN), will coordinate a regional response. BWA will liaise 
nationally and keep the campaign on track. 
So, are we killing our owls? There is clear evidence that we 
are and that we can do something significant about it. We 
appreciate the efforts of those who have already become 
involved but there is still plenty to do. If you are keen 
to ensure a better future for owls by participating in this 
campaign, please contact Maris (0403 029 051 or latvian_
maris@hotmail.com) or Viv (0467 730 066 or vivread@iinet.
net.au). 

Viv Read and Tegan Douglas
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Why Erindale Bushland Matters
The bushland bound by Erindale Road, Reid Highway and Lennox Place hasn’t been designated as a ‘Bush Forever’ site. It 
doesn’t contain any rivers or wetlands. And it doesn’t cover a large area by any standards. But it still has an important role to 
play in many ways.
Erindale Bushland forms part of the Swan Coastal Plain and is part of the South Western Australian Floristic Region. This 
region is one of only two recognised global biodiversity hotspots in Australia, and one of the world’s five Mediterranean Climate 
Ecosystems. A large portion of the Erindale Bushland site consists of banksia woodland - a Threatened Ecological Community. 
This once common ecological community was listed as endangered in 2016, since about 60% of it has been lost due to a 
combination of factors including land clearing, dieback diseases, fire, and climate change. Most of the remaining areas are small 
and spread across Perth and other nearby coastal areas. Protecting each of these seemingly insignificant sites is vital to the 
overall survival of this unique ecological community.

Banksia woodlands support many plant and animal species, 
including some which are listed as threatened. Carnaby’s 
Black-Cockatoo is an endangered species whose survival is 
intricately linked to the health of the banksia woodlands. 
Carnaby’s is one of three species of Black-Cockatoo found 
in WA, all of which are classified as threatened. In a similar 
trend to the banksia woodlands, over the past 50 years their 
numbers are believed to have dropped by approximately 50%. 
Erindale Bushland consists of at least 17 potential breeding 
trees for these birds, as well as more than eight hectares of 
‘moderate to good quality’ foraging habitat. Since it takes over 
100 years for seedlings to mature and form suitable nesting 
hollows, we can’t simply plant more trees to compensate 
for those that we destroy in the process of clearing land for 
development. 
Banksia woodlands also support their local human populations. 
They provide vital shade which decreases the Urban Heat 
Island Effect, lowering local temperatures by up to eight 
degrees Celsius on hot, sunny days. This means less air 
conditioner use and electricity demand. In addition, they also 
filter and maintain aquifers, a main source of drinking water 
for Perth residents. As with all established trees, banksia 
woodlands increase water retention. This minimises flooding 
and soil erosion and also reduces the amount of fertilisers 
and other contaminants that wash into our waterways, which 
positively impacts stormwater quality. The trees of banksia 
woodlands also absorb pollutants such as nitrogen oxide, 
ammonia, and sulphur, as well as filtering the fine particulate 
matter produced by diesel engines.

The above issues are not only important locally, but they 
are also significant issues on a global scale. Scientists 
have identified nine ‘Planetary Boundaries’ – nine critical 
thresholds for Earth’s ecosystems. They are: climate change, 
land conversion, biodiversity loss, fertiliser use, ocean 
acidification, freshwater withdrawals, ozone layer depletion, 
chemical pollution, and air pollution. Alarmingly, we have 
already pushed beyond safe levels for the first four of these 
boundaries, and we are edging towards the limit for the 
others. As described above, banksia woodlands have an 
important role to play in at least five of the nine Planetary 
Boundaries: land conversion, biodiversity loss, fertiliser use, 
freshwater withdrawals, and air pollution. In addition, they 
play a vital role in carbon sequestration, and therefore impact 
what is perhaps the most critical of the Planetary Boundaries: 
climate change.
As you can see, Erindale Bushland plays a vital role in the 
health of our local and even global ecosystems. As part of 
the banksia woodland Threatened Ecological Community, 
it supports threatened plant and animal species, as well as 
helping to maintain the local environment for the benefit of 
its human residents. But more than that, our patch like every 
other patch, is one of a dwindling number of healthy natural 
environments that needs to be maintained and protected for 
current and future generations. We need to do everything we 
can to prevent banksia trees, black-cockatoos, and all other 
threatened species from becoming distant memories, while we 
still can. 

Sonya Elek
Friends of Erindale Bushland

Alcoa Community Black-Cockatoo Recovery Project Update 
The busy start to the year culminated in the 12th Great Cocky 
Count since 2010; this took place on the evening of Sunday 
3rd April. Over 600 registered volunteers were allocated to 
roost sites across the southwest from Chapman Valley in the 
north to Condingup in the east. Thank you to everyone who 
volunteered and got involved, especially those who had to 
brave pouring rain to conduct their surveys! At the time of 
writing this, results are still trickling in. We hope to bring you 
some preliminary results in the next edition of WABN.   
In the leadup to the Great Cocky Count, BirdLife held thirteen 
Black-Cockatoo and Great Cocky Count workshops across 
the Greater Perth Metro area and the southwest. These 
workshops are not only a great way to promote participation 
in the GCC, but are also instrumental in raising awareness 
of black-cockatoos and encouraging people to take action, 
such as creating habitat for cockies in their own backyards. 
Over 300 people attended these workshops across the region, 
which was great to see. Special thanks to all the community 
organisations and councils who worked with us to host these 
information sessions. 

With winter approaching we are currently preparing for the 
planting season ahead. BirdLife will be involved in several 
community planting days in June and July - keep an eye out 
in the WA eNews and on our Facebook page for the dates 
and details. This is also a great time to remind people that, 
although the GCC is over for another year, people can still get 
involved in our CockyWatch surveys, as these can be done 
at any time of year. CockyWatch surveys are road transect 
surveys and can be done anywhere while travelling within 
the greater southwest. If you’re settling in for a long drive 
it’s as simple as keeping an eye out for black-cockatoos and 
recording any sightings, as well as a few extra details. The 
surveys can be done either through the Birdata app or on 
survey sheets available on our website. Visit https://www.
birdlife.org.au/projects/southwest-black-cockatoo-recovery/
cockywatch for more details. 

The Alcoa Community Black-Cockatoo Recovery Project is 
supported through funding from the Alcoa Foundation. 

Merryn Pryor 
WA Black-Cockatoo Project Coordinator 

BirdLife WA Conservation Program
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Metropolitan Bird Geography No. 7
Western Thornbill 
One hundred years ago, Western Australian Museum bird curator Wilfred Alexander characterised the abundance of this species 
in the Perth metropolitan region as ‘fairly common’. Seventy years ago, Dom Serventy regarded it as a ‘common resident’ in all 
wooded areas of the coastal plain. 

About 30 years ago, records of Western Thornbills in the metro region began to become sporadic, suggestive of a decline in 
distribution and abundance. At present the species is most often recorded in vegetation around lakes or along rivers, as well as 
in the south-east portion of the coastal plain in the metro region. The value of our connected bushland patches is demonstrated 
again, as Western Thornbills persist in larger regional parks such as Beeliar and Yellagonga. However, even these observations 
can be enigmatic. A detailed survey by Pam Agar of Canning River Regional Park on many occasions each month in 2003 
resulted in no observations, despite multiple records the previous year, and many again in 2009. Despite purportedly being 
a sedentary species, this suggests some capacity for movement through the landscape, where these suitable corridors exist. 
What causes these localised absences is not always clear. 

In Kings Park, Western Thornbills were 
recorded often up to the 1960s, but then began 
to become rare. This local population became 
extinct as a breeding population between 1986 
and 2000. Harry Recher attributed their demise 
in Kings Park to an intense summer wildfire in 
1989 in the south-western half of the park. 

During the 1950s, Robert Stranger found this 
species to be ‘uncommon’ in Bold Park. Regular 
surveys in the three sectors of this park during 
the period 2015-2020 have failed to locate this 
species. This suggests that Western Thornbills 
are extinct as a breeding species in this large 
park. Numerous surveys in Underwood Avenue 
bushland (Shenton Park) by Patrick and 
Oliver Berry, Margaret Owen, and Ian Abbott 
since 1998 have also failed to find a breeding 
population or detect any vagrants. 

In the western suburbs, the most recent 
records of this species are from Pelican Point 
(August 2009), Kings Park (May 2017), Bold 
Park (April 2018), Herdsman Lake (August 
2019), and Shenton Bushland (November 
2020). At these localities the Western Thornbill 
is no longer a breeding resident, just an 
occasional vagrant or visitor. 

Readers’ thoughts on the current status of this 
species, and comment on their experiences 
with the species, on the Swan Coastal Plain are 
most welcome. 

Ian Abbott and Tegan Douglas

BirdLife WA Conservation Program

Figure 1. Distribution of Western Thornbill in the Perth region
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WABN Crossword No. 51    Revised by Pam Agar

CLUES
ACROSS
1. Feeling of elation and 

pleasure.
3. Genus name of White-

faced Heron.
7. Cockatoo introduced to 

southern WA.
10. Changing colour.
11. May be useful as nest 

material.
13. One who watches.
17. Often fascinated by baby 

birds. 
18. Small widespread duck 

species.
19. Having two toes partially 

fused.
23. Dove of north-west WA.
25. To increase.
26. Eventually.

DOWN
1. Likely territory of Cattle 

Egret.
2. To leave.
4. Small aquatic birds.
5. Birds use colour or song 

to do this.
6. Ground bird of inland 

areas
8. Brilliant red.
9. To provide.
12. Ring surrounding eye.
14. Large predatory sea-bird.
15. Differ.
16. Upper edge of nest.
17. May disturb insects for 

birds.
20. Area at back of neck.
21. Stratagem.
22. Physical feature not 

visible on birds.
24. Time span.

1   2     3 4  5    

     6          

7       8      9  

               

     10          

11  12             

               

       13  14   15  16 

17               

               

18     19  20        

              21 

   22    23    24    

25               

        26       
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Notices

ACCESSING BACK ISSUES OF WABN 

BirdLife WA has provided all the back issues on the web at 

http://www.birdswa.com.au/WABN/?C=N;O=D  

• Go to the BirdLife website 

• then into the section for BirdLife WA  

• and then into ‘publications’ which is publicly accessible 

Thanks to Margaret Philippson, who put an amazing 
amount of effort into this, the files are searchable. Searches 
in older issues are not always 100% exact, because while 
they have been scanned from the originals, the typeface in 
those early days was not always clear, so some errors will 
occur.  

Bruce Buchanan, a previous editor of WABN, went to 
extraordinary lengths to write an index for the first 50 
issues and this covers the most problematic issues, so it is 
best to use his index for older issues. This is available in 
the BirdLife WA Library. 

Scans on newer issues will be highly reliable and, of 
course, searches on the most recent issues will be exact. 

Attention Photographers! 

Photographic submissions for the 2023 BirdLife 
WA calendar are now open.

Would you like one of your bird photographs to 
appear in the 2023 BirdLife WA calendar?

You can only submit five photographs and 
they must be of bird species native to Western 

Australia.

Photographs must be submitted as a square 
crop with a minimum size of 21.6 cm x 21.6 cm 

at 300 dpi or 2555 x 2555 pixels.

Please contact Robyn Pickering 
pickeringrobyn29@yahoo.com for the full 

selection criteria.

The final date for photographic 
submissions is 15 June 2022. 

What’s new in AFO and Emu? 
There are lots of interesting articles in Australian Field Ornithology, with the most recent one being written by Richard and 

Carolyn Donaghey, describing breeding in the Western Yellow Robin at Dryandra. Interestingly, most territories were occupied 
by breeding pairs, but in some, three or four birds were acting cooperatively to attend nestlings and fledglings. Among lots of 
other interesting facts in the article, I found that the Western Yellow Robin has higher feeding rates of nestlings and higher nest 
visitation than the Eastern Yellow Robin, and there is a lower rate of nest predation in SW Australia than in eastern Australia (but 

it’s not clear why this is so). 
Climate change (warming and drying) is predicted to decrease breeding activity in Malleefowl, as described in a recent 

article in Emu – Austral Ornithology. The good news is that sound management can help reduce the impacts: this means fire 
management to reduce the scale of fire events and controlling introduced and overabundant native herbivores to preserve 

vegetation cover, retain soil moisture, increase food resources and protect from temperature extremes. 
You can access AFO (free to members) at https://birdlife.org.au/education-publications/publications/australian-field-

ornithology/ 
and Emu (also free to members) at https://birdlife.org.au/education-publications/publications/emu-austral-ornithology/ 

For Emu articles, you will need to login with your user name and password, as Emu is only available freely to BirdLife Australia 
members. 

Top tips for early birders 
If you are interested in learning more about birding, head along to a special morning workshop presented by BirdLife 
WA on Sunday, June 12.  
This is the new date for the workshop, which had to be postponed because of Covid. 
The team from BirdLife WA is heading south of the river for this workshop, to the Blue Gum Community Centre in 
Brentwood, and there is room for more to join those who have already booked. 
• Dr Rochelle Steven will present an introduction to birdwatching and where to find birds. Her talk will also include 

tips on choosing binoculars, bird guides and phone applications for birders.  
• Frank O’Connor will share some amazing facts about birds and why they are a constant source of wonder. 
• Bird listening is a must for birdwatchers, according to Brendan Kinsella. Let him introduce you to some common 

bird calls and help you expand your bird “vocabulary”. 
The workshop will run at from 9.15am (for a 9.30 start) to noon and will be in the function room at the Blue Gum 
Community Centre, 33-35 Moolyeen Road, Brentwood. 
The cost is $25. To book, go to eventbrite.com.au and search for Top Tips for Early Birders. 
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Members' Contributions
Bird Diets 
I lack information about the nutritional/calorific value of any native bird's intake. Even so, the generic names we bestow on 
bird species tends to obscure the fact that birds would not survive from season to season unless they were opportunists. The 
Sacred Kingfisher photo in WABN No. 181, March 2022, p. 34 shows a kingfisher with a prawn in its bill. I attach my photo of a 
kingfisher with a long lizard in its bill. 
Narrow drainage channels from the Cathedral Avenue nature trail attract minnows so I usually expect to find a kingfisher or two 
thereabouts. Just as commonly, I have observed in the same vicinity a kingfisher repeatedly dive down from its perch into the 
dense ground cover and some moments later emerge with some small object in its bill. One Sacred Kingfisher I have observed 
at fresh, brackish or saline water bodies not known to support fish. 
The ephemeral Pink Lake off Lake Preston Road lies inland, about 250 metres west of Lake Preston. Another ephemeral lake 
is Lake Josephine at the Myalup town boundary, which also attracts kingfishers. Pink Lake produces a myriad of Coxiella land 
snails. So it seems likely that small crustacea and micro-invertebrates, even grasshoppers, might also form part of a Sacred 
Kingfisher’s diet. 
I have repeatedly observed Nankeen Kestrel parents feeding dragon flies to their young. However, there comes a stage when 
the pampered young aggressively reject that offering and the parents go off to hunt more substantial fare, like mice. (Does the 
calorific/nutritional value of twenty dragon flies equal one mouse?) 

Tony France

Osprey banding data for Western Australia
The Australian Bird and Bat Banding Scheme kindly provided 
the banding data for Western Australian Ospreys. Findings are 
conveyed below.
In total 69 Ospreys have been banded in Western Australia 
from 1961-1968 (18), 1982-1988 (19) and 1990-1997 (32). 
Most Ospreys were banded on Rottnest Island (35) followed 
by Garden Island (15), Pelsaert Island (Abrolhos) (13), Port 
Hedland (3), Cervantes (2) and Rosemary Island, Dampier (1). 
There have been 20 recoveries. Those from the Perth region 
were made at Rottnest (4), Garden Island (4), Woodman Point 
(2), Penguin Island (1) and from metropolitan sites at Mindarie 
(1), East Fremantle (1) and Claremont (visual reading of 
band).
A further six were made in regional areas. These (with 
distance travelled between banding and recovery sites in 
parentheses) were made at Albany (403 km), Wilsons Inlet 
(372 km), Bremer Bay (423 km), Lancelin (113km), Port 
Hedland (0) and Pelsaert Island (0). The Ospreys recovered 
along the south-western coast were banded on Rottnest Island 
with the exception of the Bremer Bay bird which was banded 
on Garden Island. There seems to be a dispersal towards the 
south-western coastline by some of the fledglings from the 
Rottnest Island and Garden Island region, as suggested by 
Holsworth (1965).  
The Ospreys recovered along the south-western coast of 
Western Australian were within their first year of life. 

Some of the case histories are interesting. An Osprey nestling 
banded at Rottnest on 14 November 1990 was recovered on 
24 July 2000 at Woodman Point, 116 months (9 years) later. 
This was 27 km from its birth site. An Osprey banded as a 
nestling on Garden Island on 21 November 1990 was found 
breeding at Claremont in 2008 and was last seen at that 
location on 17 February 2009. This Osprey would have been 
219 months old (18 years). 
An Osprey banded as a nestling on Garden Island on 6 
November 1992 was seen at Mindarie Quay on 21 September 
2015. The band number was read in the field. This Osprey was 
274 months (22 years) old at the time.
An Osprey banded as a nestling on Rottnest on 9 November 
1992 was recovered on 11 December 2016 on Rottnest. This 
Osprey was 289 months old (24 years) and found in the same 
area it was born.
Acknowledgement 
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Marcus Singor 

Letters to the Editors
Birds out of Their Usual Range
In the article about a Golden Whistler in the Pilbara (WABN 181, 18) I was gratified to see references to birds out of range: 
a Spectacled Monarch at Nhulunbuy, an eastern Grey Fantail near Mt Bruce and a Streaked Shearwater east of Nullagine, the 
latter two examples provided by none other than Ron Johnstone, a tacit admission that oddities can occur and are valid records.  
On 25 August 2012 I was birding at Bungendore Park with a visitor from Victoria, when I heard a Southern Scrub-robin. 
Although this is well west of the accepted range for this species, I was confident of the identification, as I have a reasonably 
good ear, and my wife and I had not long before (on 2 August 2012) spent a frustrating hour or so chasing one which called 
incessantly at the Beacon Caravan Park, before eventually locating it. At Bungendore, we played the scrub-robin call, to which 
the bird immediately responded with an identical call. Although we repeated this exercise several times, each time eliciting a 
response, we were unable to see the bird in the thick shrubbery. However, I have absolutely no doubt of our identification. 
I submitted the record to Western Australian Bird Notes, but it was not included in the list of observations, in spite of the rider 
published at that time cautioning that records listed were unverified; in other words lacking a high level of reliability. I was both 
absolutely furious, and insulted. I have been birdwatching for over 50 years, and anyone who knows me will attest that I am 
experienced and competent, and have a good knowledge of calls.  
The memory still rankles with me, and since then I have never submitted another record. 

John Brooke  
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Osprey breeding distribution around Bunbury, 
Western Australia 
This article provides an overview of known Osprey nesting 
sites around the Leschenault Estuary, Collie River and Bunbury 
Inner Harbour region. It complements previous articles 
covering the Perth, Mandurah, Margaret River, Walpole and 
Albany regions on the distribution of Ospreys in the south-
west of Western Australia (Singor 2019 a, b, 2021, 2022; 
Bondin et al. 2021; Beckerling and Singor 2022). Records in 
the present survey are derived from Singor (2019a), Osprey 
progress reports published in the regular newsletters from the 
Birdlife Bunbury group (2019-22), and from dedicated local 
project observers. 
The sequence of monitored sites starts at the northern end of 
the Leschenault Estuary and continues down to the southern 
part ending at the Bunbury Inner Harbour.  
The main concentration of Osprey nests can be found along 
the Collie River (Fig 1). 
Known information on the sites such as location, age of site 
and success in raising young, is shown in Table 1.  
An active nest location means Ospreys were seen during the 
breeding season at the nest though no young were observed. 
Location reports
Leschenault Conservation Park, north  
An active nest was recorded in September 2020. The pair were 
regularly seen at the nest during August and September 2021.  
Belvidere, Leschenault Estuary west side 
A check in October 2018 showed a nest that looked unstable 
and about to fall. The site was not active in September 2020 
and deemed abandoned. 

Balmoral Boulevard  
The Osprey nest, which is on private property, became active 
from late August 2018 with fish delivered to a sitting female 
from early September. The nest came under attack from eight 
Australian Ravens on 28 September but the female stood her 
ground (Singor 2019a). One juvenile was raised and was still 
seen around the site in mid-December 2018.  
Activity was heard at the nest site on 27 October 2019, 
but foliage prevented observations. The nest was active in 
September 2020. On 19 September 2021 there was no activity 
reported. 
Magill Street  
Nest building activity in a Norfolk Island pine was observed on 
19 June 2020 but the nest was not active in September 2020. 
A check on 19 September 2021 and 21 April 2022 showed the 

nest was no longer there. 
The Elbow  
The Brunswick River and Collie River junction 
is known as the Elbow. This location has an 
Osprey nest in a huge dead tree overlooking 
the rivers and it has been there for at least 
17 years (Singor 2019a). Two Ospreys, one of 
which was a juvenile, were present near the 
nest on 27 December 2018. There were two 
chicks in the nest on 26 October 2020. Two 
large juveniles were sighted at the nest during 
the first week of December 2021. 
Eastwell Road, Australind 
This nest is located right next to a look-out 
on the track back to Clifton Park. An adult 
was seen perched near the nest in August, 
September, October and December 2018. One 
Osprey was present on 26 May 2020. The 
nest withstood a storm in late May 2020 and 
was active in September 2020. No activity 
was observed on 23 October 2020. On 19 
September 2021 there was an Osprey on the 
nest. 
Samphire Bay  
Located on the Old Coast Road, this appears 
to be an abandoned site. The nest is around 
300m south west from a plant currently known 
as Tronox Pigments. No activity was reported 
in September 2020 or on 19 September 2021. 
The nest possibly collapsed. 
Bar Island, at mouth of Collie River 
There have been two Osprey nests on the 
northern side of Bar Island. The first one was 
in a large Sheoak tree that was blown over 
by strong winds coupled with a huge tidal 
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Figure 1. Osprey nesting sites around Bunbury and the Leschenault Estuary. Red 
markers indicate known nest sites and yellow markers successful breeding sites.

2018 2019 2020 2021

1 Balmoral Boulevard 1

2 Elbow 1 2 2

3 Bar Island 1 1

4 Pratt Road, Eaton 1 2 2

5 Bunbury Port, South Platform 1

6 Leschenault Inlet, East Platform 1 2 1 2

Total juveniles 6 3 5 6

Number of juveniles

Table 1. Successful Osprey breeding sites around 
Leschenault Estuary, 2018-2021
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surge. This nest was damaged by a storm in May 2020 and 
completely destroyed by a second storm later in the month.  
A second nest was built on Bar Island, adjacent to the fallen 
Sheoak in a nearby tree. This one succumbed in the next 
strong storm.  
Osprey were at the nest on 22 August 2018 with two adults 
seen on 6 October 2018, one adding sticks. On 23 December 
2018 an adult was observed feeding one young, and there was 
a second adult sitting in a nearby tree. On 3 October 2019, a 
chick was heard cheeping at the nest and a parent came with 
food.  
Point Douro 
In October 2015 there was an Osprey nest close to where 
the new Osprey nesting platform has been installed at Point 
Douro. Two Ospreys were on the nest on 24 October 2015. 
The dead tree still exists, but the bough with the nest broke 
off around 4-5 years ago.  
In June 2021, Ospreys, suspected to be the pair from the old 
Bar Island nesting site, had started building a new nest in a 
tall dead tree (third) along the track leading to Point Douro 
from the Old Coast Road. These old dead trees are favourite 
lookouts (Fig 2). Two Ospreys were on the nest on 10 July 
2021. Sadly, the winter storms blew the nest down in late July 
2021. A new Osprey nesting platform was donated by South32 
and installed by the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation 
and Attractions (DBCA) at Point Douro on 1 April 2022 (Fig 3). 
It is located on the northern bank of the Collie River and on 
the western side of the Old Coast Road bridge. The new nest 
is visible to passing vehicles on the Old Coast Road. Ospreys 
were on the new nesting platform a week after it was installed. 
Venezia Boulevard Reserve 
This site is located in the suburb of Pelican Point. The median 
islands of Venezia Boulevard were planted with Norfolk Island 
pines, probably around year 1999. The nest is atop the pine 
half-way between Riviera Way and Portofino Drive, and directly 
opposite the nearby Lagoon. 
The Ospreys from Point Douro possibly moved to Venezia 
Boulevard Reserve after their nest had blown down. On 18 
August 2021, they had started to build a new nest in the top 
of a Norfolk Island pine, were still bringing nesting material to 
the nest on 21 September 2021 and mating was observed. 
Two broken Osprey eggs were found at the base of the pine 
in late 2021, indicating they had produced eggs. However, the 
nest was found damaged and abandoned during a survey on 3 
December 2021 and only the remnant of sticks remained when 
checked in April 2022. A new shoot has grown through the 
middle of the nest, making it unsuitable.  
Pratt Road, Eaton 
This site has been in use for many years and is prominent in 
an urban area (Singor 2019a). In early July 2018 two Ospreys 
were sighted in the nest. By late August a female was reported 
sitting and by mid-October adults appeared to be feeding 
chicks. On 17 November 2018 there were two large juveniles 
on the nest being fed, though only one survived. Three 
Ospreys observed at this nest were in a suspected polyandrous 
relationship. Two different Ospreys were providing food to the 
young whilst the female was on the nest. The nest was located 
in a large dead tree. Three Ospreys were present on 30 May 
2020. There were two chicks in the nest on 24 October 2020.  
On 19 September 2021 an Osprey was present on the 
nest. Two grown fledged juveniles were seen on nest on 12 
December 2021 and one was still present on 11 January 2022. 
This nest lost a lot of nesting material between December 
2021 and February 2022 and for reasons unknown has 
collapsed, possibly due to strong winds. The old tree appears 
unstable. An Osprey was sighted perched at the site on 11 
April 2022. 

Pratt Road, Norfolk Island pine 
An Osprey was seen adding to the nest on 5 August 2020 and 
it was active in September 2020. On 28 July 2021 an Osprey 
was seen with a large twig at the nest, then on 19 September 
2021 on the nest. 
Bunbury Inner Harbour, North Platform 
There are two artificial nesting platforms at Bunbury Port, 
Inner Harbour. These poles are along Leschenault Drive and 
have been in place for many years (Singor 2019a). In July 
2018 two Ospreys were seen sitting on the nesting poles. 
On 22 August 2018 one Osprey was seen sitting on the 
edge of the nest at the northern platform but the nest was 
unsuccessful.  
Not active in September 2020. On 19 September 2021, no 
activity reported. 
Bunbury Inner Harbour, South Platform 
The southern nesting platform had a nest in 2018 with a chick 
hatched.  
There were two Ospreys at the platform on 14 May 2020 but it 
was not active in September 2020. On 19 September 2021, no 
activity was reported. 
Leschenault Inlet, West Platform  
There are two nesting platforms, the West and East, along 
Koombana Drive, north of the Leschenault Inlet. They 
were installed by Newton Moore SHS students in 2017 in 
conjunction with the City of Bunbury (Singor 2019a). The West 
platform has never been used. 
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Figure 2. Osprey at mouth of 
Collie River, April 2022 

Figure 3. New Osprey nesting 
platform provided by South32 
at Point Douro, installed in 
April 2022.

Photos by Mark Locker
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Leschenault Inlet, East Platform  
This location is sometimes called the Mangrove Bay site. 
The Eastern platform has been active each year since 2018 
with nesting activity observed from July 2018 onwards. On 4 
December 2018, an adult was seen feeding one young chick. 
On 25 September 2019 an adult was seen feeding a nestling 
and later two chicks were reported at the nest on 21 October 
2019.  
A chick was in the nest on 19 October 2020. On 28 November 
2020 and 8 December 2020, a parent bird was seen feeding a 
juvenile on the pole nest.  
Two young were raised in 2021 and they fledged at the end of 
November. One juvenile bird hung around till January 2022.  

Discussion 
There is little historical information available about the 
breeding distribution of Ospreys around Bunbury and the 
Leschenault Estuary (Storr & Johnstone 1988; Storr 1991). 
Records on BirdLife’s Birdata database show few Osprey 
sightings from the late 1990s onwards with a noticeable 
increase in reported sightings from 2015 to present (Fig 
4), but it is not known whether this reflects a change in the 
number of birds present, on increased activity by contributors 
to Birdata, or both. 
In the current survey, sixteen Osprey nesting sites have been 
identified around the Leschenault Estuary. These included 
abandoned nests and ones that are presently inactive (Fig 
1). The number of known successful breeding pairs varied 
from year to year. Between two and six pairs of Ospreys were 
known to have successfully fledged young during 2018 to 
2021 (Table 1). These were located at Balmoral Boulevard, 
Elbow site, Bar Island, Pratt Road, Inner Harbour South 
Platform and Leschenault Inlet East Platform (Fig 1). 
Observations made at the Leschenault Inlet East Platform 
showed Ospreys becoming active around the nest from 
late May onwards. They were observed bringing sticks and/
or seaweed to the nest site early in the season. The first 
sightings of chicks were made in late September and fledging 
was noted at the end of November.  
There are five artificial nesting platforms spread around 
Bunbury’s Inner Harbour and Point Douro. Out of these only 
one seems to be in use, the one called the East Platform. Two 
sets of Osprey nesting platforms are relatively close together. 
A likely reason they are not used is that there is insufficient 
fish to support breeding pairs so close together. The other 
Osprey nests around Leschenault Estuary are either in dead or 
living trees. 

Acknowledgements 
Joanna Browne (Department of Water), Bruce Buchanan, 
Alan Burdett, Don Carlson, Diane Cavanagh, John Collins, 
Tony France, Drew Griffiths, Greg Harewood, Joanna Hugues-
dit-Ciles (DBCA), Sue Kalab, Hidi and Alfred Lau, Anne Lee-
Steere, Mark Locker, Chris Tate, Gary Tate and Christine Taylor 
(DBCA). The company South 32 who donated the nesting 
platform for Point Douro and the Department of Biodiversity, 
Conservation and Attractions (DBCA) who installed the 
new Osprey nesting platform at Point Douro. Thanks to the 
members of BirdLife Bunbury who participated in collecting 
information. 
References  
Beckerling, P. and Singor, M. (2022). Osprey nest site 

distribution around Walpole. Western Australian Bird Notes 
181, 19. 

Birdlife Bunbury group (2019-2022). BirdChatter [newsletter]. 
Bondin, A., Bondin, F., and Singor, M. (2021). Albany’s 

Ospreys. Western Australian Bird Notes 179, 34-35. 
Singor, M. (2019a). Osprey breeding results 2018/2019. 

Western Australian Bird Notes 169, 29-32. 
Singor, M. (2019b). Osprey nesting sites around the Peel-

Harvey estuary. Western Australian Bird Notes 171, 31-35. 
Singor, M. (2021). Inventory of Osprey nests from Busselton 

to Augusta, south-western Australia. Western Australian 
Bird Notes 180, 23-24. 

Singor, M. (2022). Osprey breeding results for Perth in 2021. 
Western Australian Bird Notes 181, 20-22. 

Storr, G.M. (1991). Birds of the South-West Division of 
Western Australia. Records of the Western Australian 
Museum, Supplement No. 35. 43. 

Storr, G.M. & Johnstone, R.E. (1988). Birds of the Swan 
Coastal Plain and adjacent seas and islands. Records of the 
Western Australian Museum, Supplement No. 28. 28.

Marcus Singor

Picton East Bushland Survey, May 2020-April 
2022 
An area on the doorstep of Bunbury's eastern border in the 
Shire of Dardanup still holds a surprising number of bird 
species, with sixty sighted over two years. Sandwiched 
between industry, power lines and South West and Forrest 
Highways, the area is designated as Picton East Bushland in 
Birdata into which all survey results have been made. The 
area would cover a few hundred hectares and I believe could 
eventually be taken up for industry. 
The area consists of sandplain country with liberal sprinklings 
of Marri, Jarrah and banksia with stands of Peppermint trees. 
During winter, a lower area becomes partially inundated and 
several wetland species are present. It also harbours a good 
population of Grey Kangaroos, and wildflowers proliferate. A 
wildfire three to four years ago destroyed large sections of 
this area, but it has now partially recovered. 
Some of the usual residents such as Grey Fantail, Australian 
Ringneck and Red-capped Parrot, Australian Raven, Australian 
Magpie, Rufous Whistler and Splendid Fairy-wren have an 
almost 100% occupancy through the seasons, but some 
iconic species like the Forest Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo and 
Western Yellow Robin make more sporadic appearances, which 
contribute to the sixty species represented in this pocket of 
bushland. It is unfortunate that being so close to urbanisation 
there is misuse of this area with rubbish dumping, illegal wood 
cutting (despite action by DBCA) and motor bikes. 
Confirmed nesting species include Grey Fantail, Elegant 
Parrot, Australian Ringneck and Laughing Kookaburra. There is 
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Figure 4. Annual number of reported Osprey sightings for 
Leschenault Estuary 1996-2021, from Birdata. 
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Year 2020 2020 2020 2020 2020 2020 2020 2020 2021 2021 2021 2021 2021 2021 2021 2021 2021 2021 2021 2021 2022 2022 2022 2022 Incidence

Species May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr %
Australian Raven P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 100
Australian Ringneck P P P P P (n) P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 100
Red-capped Parrot P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 96
Rufous Whistler P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 92
Grey Butcherbird P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P (n) P P P P P P 100
Tree Martin P P P P P P P P P P P 46
Australian Magpie P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 100
Splendid Fairy-wren P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 96
Yellow-rumped Thornbill P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 75
Welcome Swallow P P P P P P P 29
Magpie-lark P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 67
Red Wattlebird P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 96
White-browed Scrubwren P P P P P P P P P P P 46
Grey Fantail P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 100
Inland Thornbill P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 71
Scarlet Robin P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 83
Western Yellow Robin P P P P P 21
Weebill P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 79
Silvereye P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 100
Brown Honeyeater P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 75
Regent Parrot P P P P P P 25
Western Gerygone P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 96
Willie Wagtail P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 75
Australian Shelduck P P P P 17
Common Bronzewing P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 75
Pacific Black Duck P P P P P P P P P 38
Grey Teal P P 8
Carnaby's Black-Cockatoo P 4
Whistling Kite P P P P P P 25
Laughing Kookaburra P P P P P P P P P P P P P 54
White-cheeked Honeyeater P 4
Shining Bronze-cuckoo P P P P P (Juv) P P P P P 42
Spotted Pardalote P 4
Western Whistler P P P P P P P P P P 42
Galah P P P P P P P 29
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike P P P P P P P P P P P P P 54
Straw-necked Ibis P P P 13
Forest Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo P P P P P (30-40) P (35) P (35-40) P (10) P (10) P P P (10) P (3) P (8) 58
Grey Shrike-thrush P P P P P P P P P P 42
Grey Currawong P P P 13
Striated Pardalote P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 79
Elegant Parrot P (n) 4
White-faced Heron P P P P P P 25
Rainbow Bee-eater P P P P P (n) P 25
Crested Pigeon P P P P P P P P P 38
New Holland Honeyeater P P 8
Dusky Woodswallow P 4
Western Spinebill P P 8
Australian Wood Duck P P 8
Australian White Ibis P P 8
Banded Plover P 4
Little Pied Cormorant P P 8
Fan-tailed Cuckoo P 4
Square-tailed Kite P 4
Collared Sparrowhawk P 4
Purple Swamphen P 4
Wedge-tailed Eagle P (2) 4
Brown Falcon P 4
Southern Boobook P 4
Black-faced Woodswallow P 4
Total per month 19 19 28 26 31 26 20 26 28 23 20 21 21 28 29 29 33 31 28 30 28 18 22 25
Average per month  (20-21) 23.91
Average per month  (21-22) 26.83 n = nest
Number of Species                 60  P = Present

Table 1   Picton East Bushland Survey 2020- 2021 and 2021-2022
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anecdotal evidence of many more species nesting, most likely 
those permanent residents but some such as Western Yellow 
Robin are thought to breed there. 
Two years of data (Table 1) suggests a great diversity of 
species and numbers with the greatest during the spring 
months with 33 species. I may have missed some, but not 
many as I spend at least an hour to an hour and a half on 
each monthly visit, starting around 8.00am and using Bushnell 
Legacy 8 x 42mm binoculars. 
The surprising aspect about the survey is that despite being so 
close to urbanisation, there are still areas that harbour birdlife 
around Bunbury and, given a chance, that wildlife will persist. 

Don Carlson

Christmas Island in March
In the first week of March Pam and I were lucky enough to be 
on Christmas Island. The island bird list is relatively short but 
does include some very special endemics. We managed to see 
all our targets except the Christmas Island Hawk-owl. Most 
were common and easily found but we wouldn't have located 
Abbott's Booby without local assistance. Parks Australia 
produces a useful smartphone app with information on the 
island and its birds and walks. 
There are flights to the island on Tuesday and Thursday; on 
both days Cocos-Keeling Islands are also on the itinerary. We 
rented a Toyota Hilux and stayed in perfectly adequate fully 
equipped accommodation in the settlement area. Eating out 
was somewhat disappointing although we did enjoy some 
meals. It is essential to get an information sheet showing the 
operating hours of the various restaurants. There is a pretty 
good supermarket but fresh fruit and vegetables are expensive 
and in very limited supply. 
Our visit was outside the crab migration season but there were 
crabs everywhere, including the spectacular Robber Crab, one 
of which we saw hauling the carcass of a Christmas Island 
Imperial-Pigeon.

David Free 

Red-tailed Tropicbird Breeding on Rottnest 
Island
The Red-tailed Tropicbird is a widespread but uncommon 
seabird. It spends most of its life at sea but nests 
predominantly in the islands of the Pacific and Indian Oceans. 
So it is unusual to see this species in the south west of 

Western Australia, and even more unusual to see it breeding 
again on Rottnest Island. In 2021-22 the second successful 
breeding record for the species on the island was recorded. 
In 2020-21 Steve Bell recorded two birds and was able to 
see where they were nesting. This information was passed 
on to BirdLife WA and shared with staff on the island. Mather 
and Greenwell (2021) provided details of this event and its 
relevance.
Knowing that this species tends to be breeding site faithful 
when it has bred successfully, the Rottnest Island staff and 
a small group from BirdLife began keeping a close eye on all 
passing terns and the 2020-21 nest site for possible breeding. 
The excitement was tangible when emails came through from 
Steve Bell, the first on 12th October recording no birds on the 
old nest but three weeks later, 3rd November a nesting adult 
was recorded. Within days Ron Preimus, a Ranger on Rottnest, 
had secured a chain across the track leading close to the nest 
site, thereby discouraging walkers or bikes from the area. 
By the 17th of December we had a fluffy chick with the adult 
bird, red streamers and all, and changeover of feeding adults 
witnessed. 
The site was then monitored on a weekly basis with photos 
when possible, mostly by the Rottnest staff. This is not 
particularly easy as the people involved were well aware that 
the bird would not tolerate too much disturbance and the chick 
was well secluded in the nest. 
There was some excitement when another two adult birds 
were seen towards the end of January. Did we have another 
nesting pair? But no, what we thought could have been 
another nest within metres of the existing nest, was shown to 
be a place where the parent bird sometimes sat.
On the 1st of March the chick was recorded and photographed 
alone, out in the open near the nest. Then on the 3rd there 
were two adults present and calling. Ron recorded the chick 
again on the 4th. On the 7th of March Steve found the nest 
was empty with no trace of predation and no adults, so a 
successful fledging again during the previous three days. We 
estimated that the birds had been at the nest for 139 days 
with an estimated chick age of 98 days since hatching. This 
is in accord with Christmas Island records of around 90 days. 
This is a long breeding time. Sommerfeld et al. (2015) showed 
that birds that retained their nest-site from one season to 
the next had a probability of 70% breeding success. So the 
need for nest site security and protection over this long period 
becomes apparent. 
It is to the credit of the Rottnest Island Authority environment 
staff that they were able to make time to monitor the nest site 
regularly over what is their busiest tourist time. 
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White-tailed Tropicbird, adult, at Christmas Island. Photo by 
David Free

Red-tailed Tropicbird at Rottnest Island. Photo by Steve Bell
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Unusual Sighting of a Western Whistler, 
Pachycephala fuliginosa occidentalis 
During a recent walk along a track between the Lower King 
Bridge Reserve and the Oyster Harbour Fish Traps/Wattierup in 
Albany, my wife Annie and I briefly spotted an unusual looking 
bird. It had only black, grey and white colouring. But having 
no camera with us I was unable to take a photo to clearly 
identify it. 
A few weeks later, I returned to the track with camera in hand. 
I noticed there were Western Whistlers (male and female) 
calling in the area. Shortly afterwards I spotted the bird we 
had seen earlier. The bird had all the markings of a male 
Western Whistler but without any yellow colouring.
Back home, closer inspection of the pictures I had taken failed 
to provide any alternative to the Western Whistler, but an 
explanation of the lack of yellow colouring was needed.  
I contacted Anne Bondin, a keen birder who regularly walks 
in the area. After searching, she was able to find the bird and 
confirm the identification. She agreed it most likely was a 
Western Whistler with a colour aberration. She then did some 
online research for an explanation. There she found a paper 
titled “A case of total absence of yellow in the Golden Whistler” 
authored by a Swedish PhD student, Svante Martinsson. 
During a visit to a Victorian nature reserve in 2014 Svante 
photographed a Golden Whistler with no yellow plumage. It 
looked exactly like the bird I had photographed. Thank you 
Anne! 
Svante went on to produce a paper which examined possible 
causes of this phenomenon. In summary he stated:  
“Melanins and carotenoids are the two main classes of 
pigments in birds.”  The carotenoids are responsible for the 
yellows and are affected by diet or genetic factors. He ruled 
out diet as a possible cause because the bird he had seen 
would have had to have been on a carotenoid free diet and 
there were other normal coloured Golden Whistlers in the near 
vicinity who were presumably eating a similar food mix. He 
concluded “It seems more likely that a genetic mutation rather 
than a dietary issue caused the lack of yellow in the Golden 
Whistler described here.” 
As I had also witnessed other normally coloured Western 
Whistlers nearby, I surmised my observed bird had a similar 
genetic aberration. 
Svante also stated “To my knowledge, this is the first 
documented record of the complete lack of yellow pigments in 
the Golden Whistler.” It could be the case that this is a first for 
a Western Whistler. 
Reference
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Ian Mayo 

Spotless Crake 
I thought I should 
share with other bird 
lovers, the Spotless 
Crake, which I 
photographed this 
morning. This is a 
little swamp loving 
bird which is difficult 
to take photos of, 
as it is exceedingly 
shy and skittish. The photos were taken in Aspiri Park at the 
southern end of Piara Waters, at the Pyke Way footbridge over 
a small creek which is now drying up and showing a lot of wet 
muddy areas. Early morning is best time, before the walkers 
with dogs come along. This crake has been here now for at 
least two weeks but has just been too quick at getting into 
cover, so fast in fact that I first thought it may have been a 
water rat! The location details are 32° 8’ 31” S and 115° 54’ 
46” E. Pyke Way footbridge is just east of Rossiter Avenue and 
Torridge Approach, Piara Waters. 
Good birding to all those valuable volunteers in the BirdLife 
Office. 

John Nilson

Oriental Plover Sighting at Ravensthorpe 
I have a farming property near Ravensthorpe and monitor 
the birds that frequent my paddocks. On Monday 28 February 
2022, I came across a bird I had not seen before. 
It turned out to be a male Oriental Plover, Charadrius veredus, 
in breeding plumage and identification was confirmed 
with John Tucker. The Oriental Plover was incredibly well 
camouflaged and easy to overlook. It was seen on the 
same gravelly, stony paddock I have been observing Inland 
Dotterels. 
The Oriental Plover was in company with 42 Banded Lapwings 
and 4-8 Red-capped Plovers. It was still present on 2 March 
2022. Sightings of Oriental Plover in the south west of Western 
Australia are rare. 

Chris Biddulph
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Western Whistler in aberrant plumage near Albany. Photo by 
Ian Mayo

Spotless Crake. Photo by John Nilson

Oriental Plover. Photo by John Tucker
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Little Pied Cormorant Breeding in the Perth Area
The ‘Handbook of Australian, New Zealand and Antarctic Birds’ (Marchant and Higgins 1990) mentions that details about 
breeding and the breeding season for Little Pied Cormorant are poorly known. What follows is a collection of observations made 
of Little Pied Cormorants, Microcarbo melanoleucos, from 2017 to 2022 in the Perth Metropolitan area. These findings may 
provide some answers. 
Little Pied Cormorant colonies were monitored at John Oldham 
Park (Perth), G.O. Edwards Park (Victoria Park), Glendalough 
Open Space (Stirling), Neil McDougall Park (South Perth), 
Centenary Park (Belmont), Lake Brearley (Bayswater) and 
Lake Bungana (Bayswater). Solitary nests were checked at 
Tomato Lake (Belmont). All these sites are in park settings or 
wetlands converted into parks.  
Most of the breeding colonies were located on islands 
within the park lakes although in a few cases the Little Pied 
Cormorants nested around the fringe of the lake, such as at 
Booragoon Lake, John Oldham Park and Glendalough Open 
Space. Little Pied Cormorants breed year-round (Table 1) in 
the Perth Metropolitan area and the peak breeding season 
runs from July to January. Few records are available over the 
autumn months March to May when lake water levels are at 
their lowest. 
The nests were located in close proximity to Australasian 
Darter, Australian White Ibis, Yellow-billed Spoonbill and Little 
Black Cormorant nests. Some Little Pied Cormorant nests 
seemed to be in old Australian White Ibis nests, showing a 
strong preference for the Australasian Darter as their nesting 
neighbour. Darters seemed to fill the role of a guardian. This 
situation seemed more applicable to the small groups of Little 
Pied Cormorants nesting in exposed locations. Larger groups, 
breeding in sheltered locations, did not have that association. 
Little Pied Cormorants tend to build their nests deep inside 
vegetation, tucked away from view, and the nests are 
clustered close together. Small branches of paperbark trees 
will sometimes touch the back of sitting birds. Paperbark trees 
provide shade to the young in the hot summer conditions. 
Once a colony is established, the cormorants may attract 
additional pairs and the congregation therefore grow in size. 
At G.O Edwards Park, the number of breeding pairs increased 
from 11 pairs on 30 June 2018 to 27 pairs on 29 July 2018 
and reached 41 pairs on 28 August 2018 (Table 2). The 
nests will often adjoin each other and those of other colony 
breeders. 
Out of all the colonies surveyed during 2017-2022, most 
contained less than 20 breeding pairs (Table 2). Most nests 
contained two juveniles though there were nests which had 
three juveniles. A high mortality rate was noted among chicks, 
a trend that continued through to nearly fledged young. 
Chicks hatch asynchronously, which means they hatch at 
different intervals. Observations made when the chicks were 

young showed the size difference clearly, but as they matured 
the size difference dissipated.  
Young Little Pied Cormorants are fed fish/crustaceans which 
are regurgitated by the adult birds. The chicks retrieve the 
food by sticking their heads down the throats of their parents. 
One juvenile was observed putting its head down the crop of 
another juvenile to elicit food. Observation of a large fish bulge 
in the throat of one juvenile showed that not all food is broken 
down prior to feeding and I was surprised a nestling bird was 
able to swallow such large prey. 
At Glendalough Open Space Reserve, Australian Ravens, 
Corvus coronoides were observed standing close to nesting 
Little Pied Cormorants, positioning themselves inside the 
vegetation just waiting for an opportunity to predate eggs 
or chicks. At Centenary Park an Australian Raven was seen 
actively trying to get to the chicks of a sitting Little Pied 
Cormorant. First approach was from the branches above the 
nest, probing for access to the chicks. The cormorant was 
protecting the three chicks by spreading its wings over the 
young and reaching up with stretched neck trying to peck 
at the Australian Raven. The raven was only about 25 cm 
away and then tried to approach the nest from the sides 
but eventually gave up. Steve Elson (pers. comm.) has 
observed pairs of Australian Ravens working together; while 
one distracts an incubating Little Pied Cormorant, the other 
removes the eggs. Australian Ravens have also been reported 
hunting cooperatively in a similar way on nestlings of other 
species (e.g. Red-tailed Tropicbirds; Burbidge 2021). 
Little Pied Cormorants were found nesting in a range of trees 
such as She-oak (Casuarina spp.), Broad-leaved Paperbark 
(Melaleuca quinquenervia), Swamp Paperbark (Melaleuca 
rhaphiophylla), Oleander (Nerium oleander), Peppermint tree 
(Agonis flexuosa), Bottlebrush (Callistemon spp.), Eucalypt 
species, Weeping Willow (Salix babylonica) and Japanese 
Pepper trees (Schinus terebinthifolius). 
At Tomato Lake on 12 February 2021, Little Pied Cormorants 
appeared to be targeting very young Australasian Grebe chicks 
as prey. A Little Pied Cormorant landed near an Australasian 
Grebe and chicks, dived under water and seemed to be after 
the young grebe chicks. The adult Australasian Grebes were 
observed chasing the cormorant till it flew off.  
The clearing and removal of all undergrowth and heavy 
pruning of lower tree branches in parkland reserves by 
local councils is a concern. This removes the screening of 

Members' Contributions, ctd

Table 1.    Little Pied Cormorant breeding season in Perth. N = Nest building; O = On occupied nest; Y = Young 
in nest; S = Young scrambling around. AWI = Australian White Ibis; LBC = Little Black Cormorant;                 
D = Australasian Darter 

2017 - 2022 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec In company with 
Tomato Lake S/O/Y Y               Y   Y/O AWI 
John Oldham Park       O O O Y/N Y/O Y/O Y/O     LBC 
G.O. Edwards Park Y Y/O Y   Y Y/O Y/O/N O Y/O Y/O/N O O AWI, LBC, D 
Centenary Park Y/O Y/O Y/S                   AWI, D 
Glendalough Open Space Y/O/N S           O O Y   Y/O LBC, D 
Lake Brearley             O O O     O Darter 
Lake Bungana Y/O Y Y           O       Darter 
Neil McDougall Park                 O Y/O O Y Darter 
Herdsman Lake Y/O             O O Y Y     
Booragoon Lake               N/O O Y/O   Y AWI 
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nests from people, increases disturbance, exposes nests to 
predators, eliminates and reduces nesting opportunities. It has 
previously been noted that disturbance by people is likely to 
increase predation by ravens on cormorant chicks (Dorfman 
and Read 1996). 
Although Little Pied Cormorants are more often associated 
with freshwater wetlands they do venture to the coast. At the 
end of the groyne at Woodman Point a small group of Little 
Pied Cormorants can often be found sitting on the rocks in 
a marine habitat. The average number present at Woodman 
Point year round was 28 birds based on the highest monthly 
count over the three years 2019, 2020 and 2021. They were 
present each month of the year. 
Wynton Maddeford shared some of his historical observations 
made over 40 years at Booragoon Lake in relation to Little 
Pied Cormorants. The period covered was from 1981 to 2009 
with the estimated number of nests given in parentheses. 
Data were available for the years 1981 (20), 1982 (20), 
1995 (20), 2000 (10), 2004 (20) and 2009 (15). The main 
breeding season during this period was from September to 
December and the colony comprised an estimated 10-20 
pairs and coincided with relatively high-water levels at the 
lake. As nesting sites were often hidden, the actual number 

of breeding pairs might have been higher. Typically, there 
were 2-3 nestlings. Nearly all the foraging was done on the 
Canning and Swan Rivers. Booragoon Lake at the time was 
used as a roosting site by the Little Pied Cormorants and peak 
numbers were recorded in May 1978. They were observed 
flying southwards over the Canning River towards Booragoon 
Lake close to sunset or after sunset. A maximum count of 615 
birds was made on 9 May 1978. The latest cormorant sightings 
ranged from nine to 21 minutes after sunset. 
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Marcus Singor 

Are Little Black Cormorants Breeding Out of Season? 
The Little Black Cormorant, (Phalacrocorax sulcirostris), 
breeding season in Perth and Mandurah runs from April to 
October, peaking over the winter months (Singor 2019a, b; 
Giblett 2021).  
During the summer from December 2021 to February 2022, I 
noticed that Little Black Cormorants were breeding at several 
locations well outside their usual time of the year. Breeding 
at Glendalough Open Space and Tomato Lake was monitored 
over the summer months.   
Glendalough Open Space  
At Glendalough Open Space, Little Black Cormorants nested at 
three locations. The largest colony was on an island covered in 
dead and live Japanese Pepper trees (Schinus terebinthifolius). 
The second was high up on the branches of gum trees on the 
lake’s eastern shoreline and the third was in the tall paperbark 

trees in the middle of the reserve.  
When first checked on 4 December 2021, there were seven 
active nests and eight active Australasian Darter nests. The 
colony expanded over summer and by 11 February 2022 there 
were 52 active Little Black Cormorant nests. These ranged 
from birds sitting on nests, nest with chicks to fully grown 
juveniles.
On 17 February 2022 I found the colony still expanding with 
Little Black Cormorants in breeding plumage, showing display 
behaviour (Figure 1) and many flying around with nesting 
material which was collected from the local lakes. I estimated 
around 65 occupied nests spread over the three sites. The 
colony continued to expand and the estimated numbers of 
nests were 89 on 5 March 2022 and 15 March 2022, over 100 
on 26 March 2022 and 90 on 7 April 2022. In early April new 
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Table 2.       Number of Little Pied Cormorant breeding pairs counted at Perth wetlands, 2017-2021 

2017 - 2022 Year Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
John Oldham Park 2017         5 10   4 21       
John Oldham Park 2018   2             6       
John Oldham Park 2020             14           
John Oldham Park 2021       3 1 6 15   11       
Lake Bungana 2017                 6       
Lake Bungana 2022 3 3                     
Lake Brearley 2017                       1 
Lake Brearley 2018                 5       
Glendalough Open Space 2018                   8     
Glendalough Open Space 2019                 5       
Glendalough Open Space 2020               2         
Glendalough Open Space 2021                 5     15 
Glendalough Open Space 2022 5                       
Centenary Park 2022 7                       
G.O. Edwards Park 2017         2     4 8       
G.O. Edwards Park 2018   2       11 27 41         
G.O. Edwards Park 2019   1           14         
G.O. Edwards Park 2021             10   17     5 
Tomato Lake 2019   1                     
Tomato Lake 2020                         
Tomato Lake 2021     1                 1 
Tomato Lake 2022 1 1                     
Neil McDougall Park 2021                   2 3   
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nests were still being built and fledged young were present. 
The colony seemed to be maintaining its size through a 
continuing influx of new breeding birds. Newly built nests were 
identified by the fresh greenery around the edge of the nest. 
Then on 21 April 2022, the colony was found largely 
abandoned. There were only seven active nests with half 
grown young. It seems the colony was deserted when many 
nests were still active. 
I suspect that the Little Black Cormorants obtained much of 
their food from nearby Herdsman Lake and Lake Monger. The 
Swan River, their main feeding area, is about six kilometres 
from Glendalough Open Space. 
It was interesting to find a juvenile White-bellied Sea-Eagle 
stationed just a tree away from the colony on 23 February 
2022. 
Tomato Lake  
At Tomato Lake, on 13 February 2022, there were seven active 
nests. Out of these, five birds were sitting on nests, one nest 
contained large nestlings and at the other, the nestlings had 
moved to branches beside the nest. On 1 March 2022 there 
were eight active nests. A visit on 30 March 2022 recorded 
four active nests of which three contained juveniles. By late-
April the last Little Black Cormorants had fledged at Tomato 
Lake.  
Other sites around Perth 
In order to determine whether these were isolated cases of 
Little Black Cormorants breeding over summer, other known 
breeding sites were inspected (Table 1). 
John Oldham Park was checked for breeding activity on 7 
March 2022 and 29 March 2022 though none was detected.
On 15 April 2022, display behaviour and a Little Black 
Cormorant flying in with nesting material was observed. A visit 
to John Oldham Park on 23 April 2022 recorded five occupied 
nests but no other activity and few birds present. 
G.O. Edwards Park was checked on 17 February 2022; 30 
March 2022 and 25 April 2022. No cormorant breeding was 
noted. The G.O. Edwards Park has become a minor Little 
Black Cormorant breeding site since August 2019 when staff 
from the Victoria Park Council removed the Japanese Pepper 
trees that grew on the main island. Since then, Little Black 
Cormorants have not bred there in numbers. They do breed in 
small numbers in the paperbark trees on a little island at the 
northern end of the lake. 
At Kent Street Weir in Canning River Regional Park, Canning, 
Little Black Cormorants had started nesting by 1 April 2022. 
On 26 April 2022 there were ten active nests. One nest had 
chicks and all nests were upriver from the weir. The water is 
fresh upriver from the weir. 
Visits to Centenary Park, Belmont, on 24 January, 9 February 
and 1 March 2022 showed no signs of breeding Little Black 
Cormorants. On 27 April 2022 there were seven active 

nests, all with sitting 
birds, in a eucalypt 
overhanging the 
water. 
Neil McDougall Park, 
South Perth, provides 
suitable breeding 
habitat for Little Black 
Cormorants. At the 
end of March and 
early April 2022 there 
were more than 250 
cormorants roosting 
here. No breeding was 
detected. 
Discussion 
What prompted these localised summer breeding events 
is unknown. Perth had 13 days of 40°C temperatures and 
a record number of days over 35°C over summer, which I 
thought would have been a disincentive to breed.  
As a point of interest, I observed a Dusky Moorhen (Gallinula 
tenebrosa), foraging through a vacated Little Pied Cormorant 
nest half way up a tree, presumably looking for insects 
at Centenary Park. The same behaviour was observed at 
Glendalough Open Space where a Dusky Moorhen was 
foraging through a deserted Little Black Cormorant nest and 
again at G.O Edwards Park one was seen foraging through an 
old Australian White Ibis nest.  
Bremer Bay 
A similar change in breeding season has been observed at 
Bremer Bay. 
Little Black Cormorants normally breed from March to May at 
Gnornbup Swamp, south of Bremer Bay. The colony size has 
been around 30 pairs for many years. Last year’s high rainfall 
resulted in the water levels at the local wetlands remaining 
high. Wellstead Estuary has been open to the ocean for 8 
months and as a result large shoals of fish were moving up 
stream. The main channel was 2-3 metres deep in March 2022 
and locals could not remember the estuary ever staying open 
this long. This provided ideal breeding conditions for the Little 
Black Cormorant and other waterbirds. 
Little Black Cormorants commenced breeding in October 2021 
and established a colony of 70 pairs. The colony remained 
active into the new year and by early February 2022 the 
colony had expanded to 200 breeding pairs. The situation was 
the same in late March 2022 when monitored. New nests had 
been built on top of old nests and in saplings.  
The Yate saplings were growing in close proximity to each 
other and the trunks were approximately 60-80 mm in 
diameter. Some of the saplings contained 3-4 nests. The more 
mature Yate trees supported dozens of nests ranging in height 
from 5-15 metres above the water level.  

Figure 1. Little Black Cormorant showing 
display behaviour at Kent Street Weir, 
April 2022. Photo by Marcus Singor

2017 - 2022 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Tomato Lake  O/Y O/Y O/Y O/Y O O 
John Oldham Park O/N Y/N Y Y Y 
G.O. Edward Park Y Y/N Y O Y/O Y/O 
Glendalough Open Space  N/O/Y O/Y N/O/Y O/Y N O Y Y/O O 
Canning River, Weir O/N/Y Y Y 
Centenary Park O O/Y 
Lake Brearley O 
Alexandria Boulevard Res. O/N 
N = Nest building; O = On occupied nest; Y = Young in nest 

Table 1.      Months Little Black Cormorants were observed breeding in Perth, 2017-2022.
                  Sources: Singor (2019a,b), Giblett (2021), and this study. 
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The colony was still active in early May 2022, as indicated 
by the flocks arriving and departing. The Wellstead estuary 
apparently provided the cormorants with a good food supply. 
Large feeding congregations of cormorants were observed 
within the estuary, and remnants of small regurgitated fish, 60 
to 100 mm long, were found scattered on old nests. 
Gnornbup Swamp accommodated around 12 pairs of breeding 
Australasian Darter and 12 pairs of breeding Yellow-billed 
Spoonbills during the same period. 
Acknowledgement 
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Marcus Singor   

Unusual Feather Colouration of a White-Tailed 
Black-Cockatoo 
This bird, apparently a Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo, was found 
dead near 7980 Caves Road, Boranup, on Friday 18th February 
2022, in the burnt section of the Leeuwin-Naturaliste National 
Park. It was believed to have been hit by a car. There is a lot 
of yellow in the tail. I am wondering if anyone else has seen 
this unusual colouration. 

Gabriel Magyar

Unusual Feeding Behaviour of Tree Martins 
On 4 March 2022, I was driving near Chillinup Lake where the 
road had just been resurfaced. There were large numbers of 
Tree Martins sitting on the road, warming themselves on the 
recently laid hot asphalt. Unfortunately, cars driving past had 
killed quite a few of the martins and there were about 20 dead 
on the road. 
What surprised me was that the flock were feeding on the 
dead bodies. They were picking pieces of flesh from the 
mangled bodies and plucking head feathers from the birds that 
were intact. Maybe this was to supplement a nutritional need?

Steve Elson

Pied Swan at Lake Joondalup
Pied swan sighted recently at Picnic Cove, Edgewater, Lake 
Joondalup by Phil Snow. This swan was amongst a group of 
seven juveniles, with some of the juveniles quite pale grey.

Gary Tate

Raptors at Lake Herdsman 
It was mid-April, we were at Lake Herdsman off Moondyne 
Drive and we were surprised to see a large number of raptors 
out over the swamp. They were constantly flying up and 
dropping down into the long grass on the other side of the 
area of clear water. There is a line of old fence posts towards 
the middle and at one time we counted 14 raptors perched; 
one on top of each post. We definitely counted 12 Whistling 
Kites and six Swamp Harriers but there could have been more. 
In addition we also saw four Australian Hobbys in the trees 
nearby. We often see one or two raptors, but we have never 
seen so many there before. 
We also heard later from other BirdLife members that Spotted 
Harriers had also been seen in the previous few days. 

Andrew Hobbs
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Baudin's Black-Cockatoo unusual colour. Photo by Gabriel 
Magyar

Tree Martin feeding on dead Tree Martin. Photo by Steve Elson

Pied swan at Joondalup. Photo by Gary Tate

Australian Hobby, Herdsman. Photo by Andrew Hobbs
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Observations
This list has been compiled by the WA Records Officer with input from the WA Records Committee. Metropolitan suburbs or shires 
are in parentheses. Please report interesting observations the WA Records Officer, John Graff (wasightings@birdlife.org.au) or to the 
BirdLife WA office (9383 7749). Sightings are included on the BirdLife WA sightings page (http://birdswa.com.au/sightings.htm) as 
soon as possible, and the most interesting are selected for inclusion in the next WABN. 
Includes records received up to and including 21st April.  
Highlights 
The outstanding highlight for the quarter was probably the surprise sighting of a first Mew (Common) Gull (ssp. kamchatkensis) for 
Western Australia at Cheyne Beach near Albany in February. Unfortunately, it proved largely elusive after the initial sighting, making a 
single re-appearance almost a week later. In the north, a Pale-headed Munia recorded on the Dampier Peninsula north of Broome also 
represented a first record for Western Australia, although the species has previously been recorded on Ashmore Reef to the north. 
The Bremer Bay Orca season was quieter than some recent years for rare seabirds, but still produced some notable sightings this 
quarter, including a Grey-backed Storm-Petrel and a shearwater suspected to be a Fluttering Shearwater – identification of this bird 
is still under discussion. Three further Barau’s Petrel sightings were also recorded (following on from three in the previous quarter) 
– this species has been recorded consistently in recent years, and appears to be a regular visitor to southern WA waters over the 
summer months, though a lack of past survey effort makes it difficult to determine whether this reflects a change in status or simply 
the results of the significantly increased survey effort at this time of year. A further seabird record of note was a breeding pair of Red-
tailed Tropicbirds recorded on Rottnest Island for the second season running, with a chick successfully fledged this year (see article 
elsewhere in this issue). 
A higher than usual number of Double-banded Plover sightings were also recorded this quarter, with records from Rockingham, the 
Mandurah area, and Eucla. This species is a scarce visitor to Western Australia, though likely underreported along the south coast 
where long stretches of suitable beach habitat would rarely be checked by birders, particularly during autumn and winter when the 
species is typically present. This was supported by the sighting of three individuals along 10km beach survey just west of Eucla in 
April; the species has also been recorded fairly regularly on Kanidal Beach near Eyre Bird Observatory in the past. 

METROPOLITAN (UBD Street Directory) 

Red-tailed Tropicbird – 2 (breeding pair) 
plus chick, 03/11/21-07/03/22, Rottnest 
Island (Rottnest Island) – SB & RPr (rare 
in the south-west; photographs; chick 
fledged successfully) 

Fork-tailed [Pacific] Swift – 2, 28/02/22, 
Herdsman Lake (Herdsman) – BR (rare 
visitor to the south-west) 

Royal Spoonbill – 1, 01-29/01/22, Bardoc 
Reserve (Greenfields) – DD et al. (rare in 
the south-west, likely same bird reported 
in Mandurah area over recent years; 
photographs – note corrected dates from 
WABN 181) 

Black Bittern – 1, 23/03/22, Serpentine 
River nr Pinjarra Rd (Coodanup) – JAdP 
(rarely reported in the south-west, esp. 
in the Perth-Peel region) 

Beach Stone-curlew – 1, 25/03/22, 
Salmon Bay (Rottnest Island) – RPr 
(vagrant to the south-west, likely same 
individual reported from Rottnest, 

Garden and Carnac Islands since 2016) 
Double-banded Plover – 1, 24/03-

02/04/22, Lake Richmond (Rockingham) 
– RO, DMa et al. (rare visitor to the 
metropolitan area; photographs) 

Masked Lapwing – 2, 04/02/22; 2, 24/03-
18/04/22; 4, 13/04/22, Loch McNess, 
Yanchep NP (Yanchep) – MG et al. * 
2, 02-18/03/22, Sun City Golf Course 
(Yanchep) – MG (rare in metropolitan 
area; but 1-2 pairs seemingly resident in 
Yanchep region; all records referable to 
ssp. novaehollandiae; photographs) 

Gallinago sp. snipe – 1, 22/01/22, 
Thomsons Lake (Beeliar) – RB et 
al. (rare visitors to south-west; 
photographs) 

Terek Sandpiper – 7, 20/01/22, Len 
Howard Reserve (Erskine) – RO (high 
count for the south-west; photographs) 

Oriental (Crested) Honey-Buzzard – up 
to 2, 15/01-20/02/22, Lake Joondalup 

(Joondalup/Wanneroo/Edgewater) 
– DM, PB et al. (vagrant to Western 
Australia; returning individuals; records 
of these individuals accepted by BARC; 
photographs) 

Spotted Harrier – 1 immature, 19/03-
09/04/22, Herdsman Lake (Herdsman) 
– BR et al. (scarce in the metropolitan 
area; photographs) 

Eurasian Hobby – 1 adult and 1 
immature, 17/01-20/02/22, North Lake 
(North Lake) – JA et al. (vagrant to 
Western Australia; adult likely returning 
individual; subject to BARC acceptance; 
photographs) 

SOUTH WEST (Shark Bay to Cape Arid) 

Black-eared Cuckoo – 1 juvenile, 
14/12/21, Byrd Swamp NR (Harvey) – 
BB (rare visitor to the far south-west) 

GREY-BACKED STORM-PETREL – 1, 
20/04/22, Bremer Canyon, offshore 

Members' Contributions, ctd

Bird Art No. 5
All 139 local government areas in Western Australia have a logo, and 16 of these feature a bird. The Black Swan is represented 
on nine, the Wedge-tailed Eagle, Australian Shelduck, Little Penguin, Willie Wagtail, and Splendid Fairy-wren are each depicted 
on one, and two cannot be identified to species (raptor, pigeon). Some are quite stylised, and even portray the species in 
colours that are not natural. All logos can be viewed at the WALGA website. 
The most realistic depiction of a bird species is that of the Splendid Fairy-wren on the logo of the Shire of Denmark. This is 
widely featured on local government buildings and signage. Denmark also has some interesting bird art. In the grounds of 
Denmark Senior High School may be found a sculpture of tail feathers of the Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo and other bird species, 
and a mural showing the Galah and Australian Pelican. 
Presumably bird art exists elsewhere in country Western Australia. If so, where and which species are depicted? 

Ian Abbott



Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 182 June 2022 Page 29

Bremer Bay (Jerramungup) – MJ (rare 
visitor to waters off Western Australia; 
photographs) 

Antipodean Albatross ssp. antipodensis 
– 1, 20/03/22, Bremer Canyon, 
offshore Bremer Bay (Jerramungup) 
– MY (nominate subspecies rare 
visitor to waters off Western Australia; 
photographs) 

Barau’s Petrel – 1, 09/02/22; 1, 
14/02/22; 1, 09/03/22, Bremer Canyon, 
offshore Bremer Bay (Jerramungup) – 
NP, MY et al. (scarce visitor to waters 
off Western Australia; subject to BARC 
acceptance; photographs) 

White-headed Petrel – 1, 07/04/22, 
Bremer Canyon, offshore Bremer Bay 
(Jerramungup) – MY (few records 
on single-day boat trips off Western 
Australia; photographs) 

Intermediate Egret – 1, 07/11/21, 
Leschenault Inlet (Australind) – DC (rare 
in the south-west) 

Double-banded Plover – 1, 10/03/22, 
Lake McLarty (Murray) – RP et al. (scarce 
migrant to Western Australia, likely 
under-reported esp. on south coast; 
photographs) 

Little Stint – 1 first year bird, 07/03/22, 
Lake McLarty (Murray) – JG & JK 
(scarce migrant to Western Australia; 
photographs) 

FRANKLIN’S GULL – 1, 25/02/22, 
Dunsborough Foreshore (Busselton) – DA 
(vagrant to Western Australia) 

MEW [COMMON] GULL – 1 ssp. 
kamchatkensis, 07/02/22 & 13/02/22, 
Cheyne Beach (Albany) – RO, DMa et al. 
(1st record for Western Australia; subject 
to BARC acceptance; photographs) 

Common Gull-billed Tern – up to 4, 
03/02-12/03/22, Lake McLarty (Murray) 
– DD et al. (rare migrant to the south-
west; photographs) 

Eastern Yellow Wagtail – 1 breeding 
plumage ssp. tschutschensis, mid-late 
03/22, Busselton Wetlands, Vasse-
Wonnerup Estuary (Busselton) – RW 
& DS (rare migrant to the south-west; 
photographs) 

ARID ZONE 
Diamond Dove – 1, 01/04/22, Eyre Bird 

Observatory (Dundas) – ASM (south of 
usual range) 

Double-banded Plover – 1, 02/04/22; 
3 (1 non-breeding adult, 2 juvenile) 
in 10km, 03/04/22, coastline west of 
Eucla (Dundas) – NB, JK et al. (scarce 
migrant to Western Australia, likely 
under-reported esp. on south coast; 
photographs) 

Pictorella Mannikin – 15, 26/01/22, nr 
Harding River in Roebourne (Roebourne) 
– TH (casual visitor to the Pilbara) 

KIMBERLEY 
Dark swiftlet sp. 

– ~10, 02/03/22, 
Broome Port 
and surrounds 

(Broome) – AB, GS et al. (scarce visitors 
to Western Australia; all dark swiftlet 
spp. subject to BARC acceptance; 
photographs; occurrence in association 
with passage of Tropical Cyclone Anika) 

House Swift – ~10, 02/03/22; 3, 
03/03/22, Broome Port and surrounds 
(Broome) – AB, GS et al. (scarce 
visitor to Western Australia, usually in 
association with tropical lows; subject 
to BARC acceptance; photographs; 
occurrence in association with passage of 
Tropical Cyclone Anika) 

EURASIAN HOBBY – 1, 18/03/22, Quarry 
Beach (Broome) – CH & KH (vagrant 
to Western Australia; subject to BARC 
acceptance) 

Red-rumped Swallow – 1, 04/03/22, 
Gantheaume Point (Broome) – AB 
(rare migrant to Western Australia; 
photographs; occurrence in association 
with passage of Tropical Cyclone Anika) 

NARCISSUS FLYCATCHER – 1, 17-
23/01/22, Sandfire Roadhouse (Broome) 
– AB et al. (2nd record for Western 
Australia; subject to BARC acceptance; 
photographs; see also WABN 181) 

PALE-HEADED MUNIA – 1, 06-13/02/22, 
Arrow Pearling Base, Dampier Peninsula 
(Broome) – SA et al. (1st record for 
Western Australia; subject to BARC 
acceptance; photographs) 

OBSERVERS
AB = Adrian Boyle 
ASM = Andrew & Sharon 
Morgan 
BB = Bruce Buchanan 
BR = Bill Rutherford 
CH = Chris Hassell 
DA = Danny Akers 
DC = Don Carlson 
DD = Drew Davison 
DM = Daniel Mantle 
DMa = Damian Macrae 
DS = Dick Shore 
GS = George Swann 
JA = Jason Abuso 
JAdP = Judy & Andre du 
Plessis 
JG = John Graff 
JK = Josh Keen 
KH = Kerry Hadley 
MG = Martin Greenwood 
MJ = Mark Jackman 
MY = Machi Yoshida 
NB = Nathan Beerkens 
NP = Nathan Piesse 

PB = Plaxy Barratt 
RB = Raymond Bosman 
RO = Rachel Olsen 
RP = Robyn Pickering 
RPr = Ron Priemus 
RW = Ray Walker 
SA = Steve Arrow 
SB = Steve Bell 
TH = Tracey Heimberger

Observations, ctd

Gavin White
MRB5813 
AU31609

Ph: 0448 975 586
For servicing and repairs to all makes of 

vehicles

Specialising in air conditioners, servicing 
and repairs

White Torque Pty 
Ltd



Page 30 Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 182 June 2022

Store Locations
230 Stirling St, Perth. T (08) 9328 4405
324 Murray St, Perth. T (08) 9225 5966

Shop online at www.cameraelectronic.com.au

Get in Touch
Enquiries 08 9428 7200 or
sales@cameraelectronic.com.au

SPECIAL OFFERS 
FOR MEMBERS
MENTION 'BIRDLIFE' WHEN YOU ORDER
10% off all bags, and tripods
Bonus lens cloth with any lens or binoculars
10% off all rental equipment



Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 182 June 2022 Page 31

Excursion Reports
LAKE RICHMOND, 29 JANUARY 
Twenty-three enthusiasts assembled at Lake Richmond and 
set off around the lake at 7:30 am. The water level at the lake 
was still good with enough muddy fringes for some waders 
including Common Greenshank and Pied Stilt. Foraging in 
the shallows were Great Egret, White-faced Heron and Yellow 
Spoonbill. On the water were some of the usual ducks and 
other waterbirds: Pacific Black Duck, Grey Teal, Hardhead, 
Great Crested Grebe, Hoary-headed Grebe and Eurasian 
Coot. Australasian Darter was present, and cormorants were 
represented by the Little Pied, Great Pied, Little Black and 
Great. In the trees and shrubs we spotted Willie Wagtail, 
Magpie-lark, Australian Raven and Australian Magpie. A 
Rufous Whistler and an Inland Thornbill contributed to the bird 
count along with an Osprey making a late appearance. Thank 
you to all who attended on this very pleasant walk around 
Lake Richmond, Rockingham.

Chris Van Haefte

PEEL INLET, 12 FEBRUARY
Nine people joined me for the excursion to the Peel Inlet area. 
The smaller than expected number was perhaps due to the 
forecast of a hot day. Fortunately, a stiff sea breeze provided 
some relief. 
Five discrete locations were visited through the day. The group 
met initially at Erskine Lakes before moving on to Len Howard 
Conservation Park, Greenshank Cove, Samphire Cove, and 
finally the beachfront area at Nairns. 
At Erskine Lakes there was still a good number of Little 
Egrets and Cattle Egrets around the trees that had served 
as a breeding rookery late last year although the birds were 
no longer in breeding plumage. A number of Nankeen Night-
Herons were active in the smaller of the two lakes. We also 
had good views of Crested Pigeons, Common Bronzewings, 

and Red-capped Parrots, and a small flock of Regent Parrots 
remained perched in a tree for everyone to get a good 
sighting. 
Our next stop, the Len Howard Conservation Park, provided 
the highlight of the day with reasonably close views of the 
Royal Spoonbill. The lagoon had been taken over by a large 
number of Little Pied Cormorants. 
Greenshank Cove was the next port of call and it was a minor 
disappointment with nothing remarkable on display although 
a pair of young Tawny Frogmouth tried to stare us down when 
they were found, and a Common Sandpiper picked its way 
along the rocks. 
At this point our group's number halved as people left before 
we drove to Samphire Cove. At last we saw some of the 
migrant shorebirds that we had been hoping to see, although 
the numbers were low. We managed to find a single Grey-
tailed Tattler, a Whimbrel, and a couple of Eastern Curlews. 
Finally, we called into the Nairns foreshore area and we were 
disappointed to find no shorebirds at all save for a pair of 
Australian Pied Oystercatcher. 
At each of the sites visited we saw the usual array of common 
species with Ospreys particularly active. 
Although vaguely disappointing in numbers of migrant 
shorebirds seen, the excursion did produce a total of 71 
species.

Clive Nealon 

LAKE GWELUP, 20 FEBRUARY 
The ongoing hot weather eased by a few degrees on the day 
and a total of twenty-six birders, including several visitors, 
experienced very good conditions for this excursion. We 
adopted the usual practice at this venue of splitting the group 
in two and traversing the lake in opposite directions. Many 
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thanks to Claire Gerrish for leading the second group. 
Waterfowl were in abundance, and ten species were recorded, 
with good numbers of Pink-eared Ducks in particular. 
Something seems to attract this species to Lake Gwelup at 
certain times of the year. I’ve noticed that we either seem to 
see plenty or none at all. All three grebes were seen as were 
seven species from the herons, ibis list. 
Tawny Frogmouths have been recorded here for years and 
today was no exception with one on a nest directly above a 
footpath and another roosting bird not far away. There will be 
some interesting viewing in the offing when the chicks arrive. 
Two raptor species were seen, Whistling Kite and Swamp 
Harrier, and some of us were lucky enough to get some great 
views of a Nankeen Night-Heron at the side of the boardwalk.  
This venue consistently results in good numbers of species at 
this time of year and today was no exception with a total of 
sixty.

Peter White

ALFRED COVE, 27 FEBRUARY 
Wader numbers at Alfred Cove this year have been low. 
Waterbirds have also had a poor season to date.  On the day 
of the excursion the ideal low tide over the mud flats did not 
see any increase in their numbers.
Wader species sighted for the morning were the Great Knot, 
Grey Plover, Pied Stilt and Australian Pied Oystercatcher. 
Bush birds species were steady and the highlights for the 
morning were the Rainbow Bee-eaters, an Inland Thornbill 
and a Spotted Pardalote nesting in a hollow. 
Musk Ducks are beginning to arrive in the Cove and by April 
they should be in good numbers. 
Rainbow Lorikeets are still hanging around trying to take over 
nesting hollows, and generally making their usual racket. 
The easterly breeze kept 22 members and guests cool and we 
all had an enjoyable morning sighting 42 species of birds for 
the excursion.

Toni Webster

BIBRA LAKE, 6 MARCH 
Despite predicted warm weather, Eventbrite and a long 
weekend, the walk attracted 22 members and two visitors, 
taking approximately three and a half hours to complete. 
It was obvious from the start that we were going to have a 
good waterfowl count, with most of the expected ducks on 
show early and some nice exposed mud areas promising 
the possibility also of crakes and rails. On arrival at the new 
bird-hide, the latter was assisted by the presence of Frank 
O’Connor and Sue Mather with telescopes. Most of our group 
managed to sight Spotted, Spotless and Baillon’s Crakes 
along with a Buff-banded Rail. Here, we also added Common 
Greenshank, Chestnut Teal and a Swamp Harrier (fly-over) 
to our list. Further along at the old hide, we were afforded 
close-up views of a male Freckled Duck and more distant Red-
necked Avocet. 
Before arriving back at the parking area, we had ticked off all 
three species of ibis, Splendid Fairy-wren, Rainbow Bee-eater 
and Rufous Whistler, to mention but a few and as we set up 
for morning tea, were treated to the antics of three Australian 
Hobbys. Bird-call initially realised the excellent total of 71, but 
as we were packing up, the one duck not yet sighted, slowly 
glided past. A Blue-billed Duck took the duck count to 11 and 
the final species count to 72. 
Many thanks to an eagle-eyed group and the assistance of 
Pauline and Nigel. 

Alan Watson

BLACKWALL REACH, BICTON, 15 MARCH
A very quiet walk was enjoyed along the cliff top, picking up a 
few solitary birds that braved the brazen barrage of Rainbow 
Lorikeets. 
The rewards this year were at the Point Walter foreshore. A 
huge raft of Little Black Cormorants kept reforming as they 
marshalled the fish in for the feeding frenzy. We saw all the 
usual cormorants and a few Australasian Darters, Australian 
Pelicans and Black Swans all busily feeding. On shore were 
Australian Wood Duck and Pacific Black Duck and Crested 
Terns were in flight. 
A White-faced Heron proved a challenge to locate as it bobbed 
up and down, camouflaged amongst the aged limestone. 
Two Australian Hobbies are definitely better than one and be 
happy with two Nankeen Night-Herons, that desperately tried 
to stay hidden. Australian Pied Oystercatchers were out in full 
force on the remnant of spit, due to the high tide. 
In the woodland section five parrot species were seen but 
generally all the birds were single sightings. The walk provided 
us with 27 species; this is heartening knowing that the ‘recce’ 
found a few different birds. This is always encouraging as each 
visit gives a slightly varied bird list and because of this it is a 
really pleasant environment to be added to your own outings. 

Leaders: Jennifer Sumpton and Lynley Davey

WELLARD WETLANDS, 26 MARCH
The forecast of rain reduced the number of birdwatchers 
attending to 12.  
Australasian and Hoary-headed Grebes were seen, plus 
Black Swan and eight species of duck (Musk Duck, Australian 
Shelduck, Australian Wood-duck, Australasian Shoveler, 
Grey Teal, Chestnut Teal, Pacific Black Duck and Hardhead). 
Cormorants were represented by Little Pied and Little Black 
Cormorants, together with Australasian Darter. There was a 
Cattle Egret in the adjoining paddock. Great Egret, White-
faced Heron, Little Egret, Australian White Ibis, Straw-necked 
Ibis and Yellow-billed Spoonbill were also observed. 
The raptors were White-bellied Sea-Eagle, Whistling Kite, 
Swamp Harrier and Nankeen Kestrel. 
Waders comprised Pied Stilt, Black-fronted Dotterel and 
Common Greenshank. 
In total the group achieved a count of 58 species, slightly 
higher than the previous year.

Charles Merriam 

LANCELIN, 3 APRIL 
With a forecast for inclement weather, 19 BirdLife members 
bravely fronted up for the excursion. Fortunately the rain held 
off and the conditions remained favourable throughout the 
morning. 

Excursion Reports, ctd

Juvenile Pacific Gull with an eel. Photo by Alan Watson
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Excursion Reports, ctd

Three sites were visited, including Nilgen lookout, Ocean 
Farms Tuart forest remnant, and ‘the Point’ opposite Edwards 
Island on the Lancelin foreshore. A total of 52 species were 
sighted over the three sites.
Highlights from the Nilgen lookout and Ocean Farms included 
close views of a male Scarlet Robin, Western Thornbill, 
Spotted Harrier and a Southern Boobook. A Brown Falcon 
was well photographed at the entrance to Ocean farms. On 
the way out of Ocean Farms, a close view of approximately 
100 Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos foraging in the dryandra 
bushes on the verge gave the group some good photographic 
opportunities.
On the southern area of the Lancelin beach, the seaweed 
wrack is currently approximately 1 km long, extends right 
around the point, and is home to about 1000 Silver Gulls. 
There were also an assortment of terns, Australian Pied 
Oystercatchers, and Pacific Gulls (mainly young and at 
different stages of maturity). Of particular interest was a flock 
of about 20 Sanderlings feeding on the shoreline, two small 
groups of Ruddy Turnstones sheltered on the offshore rocks in 
the bay and on Edwards Island a lone Grey Plover.
During our lunch break at the foreshore park, we were 
bombed with sheoak nuts by a dedicated group of Galahs. 

John Delaporte

TOMATO LAKE, 7 APRIL 
Twenty people gathered on a sunny autumn morning and 
enjoyed a pleasant walk around the lake. We saw 49 bird 
species including ten waterfowl. At this time of the year the 
lake still contains a lot of water and attracts a number of 
species not seen earlier in the year such as Australian Pelican 
and Little Egret. The most striking sighting was about 20 
Australasian Darters, including many juveniles. These have 
been breeding here most years but usually only one or two 
pairs. This year there must have been more. 

Ian Wallace

CREDO STATION CAMPOUT, 15-18 APRIL
We were fortunate to be able to attend this campout run by 
Sue Abbotts who has retired after 30 years of organizing and 
running BirdLife campouts and excursions. Over the years 
we have all benefited from her amazing knowledge and 
experience in finding and identifying birds throughout WA. 
For several of us this was the first time we had been to Credo 
Station and we looked forward to getting out into the bush. 
Despite the fact that many of the dams were empty and the 

area had very little rain for a number of years, the bush still 
appeared to be in good condition. Over the next several days 
as well as the organized walks, we spent part of our spare 
time looking around the general area. One of the interesting 
places was the house dam which contained a small amount 
of water. Sitting or walking around quietly, we saw numerous 
Singing Honeyeaters and Spiny-cheeked Honeyeaters. 
These, along with Yellow-plumed Honeyeaters were the most 
abundant honeyeaters and were found just about everywhere 
we went over the weekend. In addition we saw Crested Pigeon 
and clouds of Zebra Finches come in for the water. In the 
vicinity of the homestead White-winged and Splendid Fairy-
wrens, Hooded Robin and Redthroat were also sighted by 
some of us. 
On the first day, one of the highlights of the whole campout 
was Rowles Lagoon, which still had a good level of water. It 
had seven species of ducks, Black Swan, Eurasian Coot, Little 
Pied Cormorant, Australasian Darter, Cattle Egret and Yellow-
billed Spoonbill. We were also pleased to see a few waders, 
Red-necked Avocet, Wood Sandpiper and Black-fronted 
Dotterel. The lake also had a good number of bush birds in 
the surrounding vegetation, such as Red-capped Robin, White-
fronted Chat, Whistling Kite, Rufous Whistler and Zebra Finch. 
During the weekend we visited a number of different 
vegetation types. One of these was a large area of Callitris, 
where Sue had seen White-browed Treecreeper on her ‘recce’. 
We ‘dipped’ on that species but we did see a range of birds 
including Chestnut-rumped Thornbill, White-winged and 
Splendid Fairy-wrens and Redthroat. 
The second day, on the way to the first site, a Hooded Robin 
was sighted, a lifer for some, and a Brown Falcon which was 
photogenically perched on a nearby bare branch. When we 
arrived at the area of quartz rocks it didn’t take long for John 
to find a pair of Copper-backed Quail-thrush’ which most of us 
managed to see and photograph. 
Following that we visited an old mine site where we found the 
usual birds as well as a vocal family of White-browed Babbler. 
After morning tea we continued on to the Ularring Soak, with 
its adjacent granite outcrop. We didn’t have many sightings 
since it since it was almost mid-day. However’ we did have 
good sightings of, and a lesson in differentiating, Torresian 
and Little Crows. The bird of the day would have to be the 
Grey-fronted Honeyeater seen earlier by Clive, as it’s such a 
rarity. 
The third day we visited a quarry where we found numerous 
Rufous Treecreepers, Dusky Woodswallow and had good 
sightings of Crested Bellbird. Continuing on to the dam 
we found the usual group of birds including White-fronted 
Honeyeater and several groups of Purple-crowned Lorikeets 
flying over. 
On the last day we revisited Rowles Lagoon to look more 
closely for bush birds in the surrounding vegetation, as well 
as catching up with some of the water birds for those who had 
missed them before. 
At the final bird call, Sue found that we had seen 82 species 
over the entire weekend, a good effort considering the arid 
nature of the area. Libby McGill won the prize for her guess at 
the number of species. 
We wish to give many thanks to Sue for such a wonderful 
campout. Sue even managed to organize great weather for 
the weekend. Because there was a large group of us, we 
would also like to thank Wayne Merritt who assisted Sue by 
leading half the group on the walks when necessary. 

Andrew and Jill Hobbs 

Sanderling flock in flight. Photo by Alan Watson
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ELLIS BROOK, 16 APRIL 
The majority of this small Easter weekend group had not 
been to Ellis Brook before and with the usual leader out of 
action we wondered how the morning would pan out. It was 
sunny with little wind as we set off beside the old quarry 
where several Australian Wood and Pacific Black Ducks with 
the odd Eurasian Coot and Australasian Grebe were seen. 
Into the area of Wandoo we heard both Spotted and Striated 
Pardalotes as well as a party of Splendid Fairy-wren. 
We searched the dry creek line in vain for Red-eared Firetail 
or Red-winged Fairy-wren. 
Ascending the track up the valley, a Brown Goshawk flew 
overhead, joined by a second, considerably smaller goshawk, 
presumably the male. It was interesting to note the difference 
in size. Red-capped Parrot and Australian Ringneck, Galah, 
Tree Martin and Dusky Woodswallow, were along here. 
We saw 33 species but not a single robin, which seemed 
unusual for this habitat. 

Pauline Woolley 

ASHFIELD FLATS, BASSENDEAN, 23 APRIL  
Nineteen birders arrived in mild and pleasant conditions 
for this scenic walk along the banks of the Swan River and 
adjacent wetlands. As is usually the case here, a good mix of 
bush-birds and water-birds was seen with cormorants, herons 
and allies being predominant and ten species from these 
groups being recorded. Early on in the walk we enjoyed the 
spectacle of waves of Little Black Cormorants flying up the 
river, which we estimated to consist of about five hundred 
birds in total. This was probably the highlight of the day. 
Cockatoos and parrots were around in reasonable numbers 
and an encouraging sign was that fairly good numbers of 
Australian Ringnecks were observed. Raptors were scarce 
with only two species being recorded but an unusual sighting 
was a Swamp Harrier and Whistling Kites are still occupying 
the area where they regularly nest. Some regular species 
were being a bit elusive with Welcome Swallow, Australian 
Reed-Warbler and Mistletoebird all failing to put in an 
appearance. We did, however, manage to find some Splendid 
Fairy-wrens after much searching. 
A total of forty-six species was seen by the end of an 
enjoyable morning’s birding. 

Peter White 

RAY MARSHALL PARK, 1 MAY 
Twenty-two birders arrived for this May Day walk along the 
scenic banks of the Swan River. Conditions were sunny and 
mild to warm with a good selection of species and plenty of 
interest being shown from an enthusiastic group. By the time 
morning tea came round we’d been out for three and a half 
hours, a bit longer than usual for this excursion but nobody 
seemed in any hurry. 
Four species of pigeons/doves were seen: Crested Pigeon, 
Spotted Dove, Laughing Dove and plenty of Rock Doves. 
Three raptors were present: Whistling Kite, Nankeen Kestrel 
and Brown Goshawk. Of the cockatoos and parrots, we saw 
five species including corellas and good numbers of Australian 
Ringnecks. A pair of Mistletoebirds were seen along with an 
abundance of Silvereyes and plenty of the common bush-
birds. 
We spent a bit of time at the wetland area where several 
additions to our list were seen, including Black Swan, 
Australian Shelduck, Australasian Grebe, Black-fronted 
Dotterel, Red-capped Robin, Australian Reed-Warbler, large 
numbers of Tree Martins and a late season Sacred Kingfisher. 
Total number of species counted at the bird call came to 
fifty-three as we gathered under a shady tree for a much 
appreciated morning tea. 

Peter White 
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Hooded Robin at Credo. Photo by R. Ashford

Singing Honeyeater at Credo. Photo by J. Gupta

Jacky Winter at Credo. Photo by R. Ashford
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ALBANY BIRD GROUP
LAKE POWELL / TORBAY HALL AREA, 8 FEBRUARY 
Visits to Lake Powell can be hit or miss at times depending 
on which part of the lake the waterbirds are using. It seemed 
we hit the jackpot on the morning we arrived. Not only 
had the access track to the bird hide been cleared, a large 
variety of birds presented themselves at close quarters. We 
found Black-fronted Dotterel and Red-capped Plover on the 
exposed sandbar. A Spotless Crake was spotted near the bird 
hide as was an Australian Reed-Warbler. We counted at least 
fifty Pink-eared Ducks and also found Australasian Shoveler 
and Musk Duck. There were also plenty of bush birds in 
the vegetation on both sides of the drain including a young 
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo whose incessant begging calls had 
drawn our attention. En route to Torbay Hall we stopped at the 
Elleker – Grasmere Road bridge where we recorded 33 species 
including Chestnut Teal, Dusky Moorhen, Musk Duck, Sacred 
Kingfisher and another young Shining Bronze-Cuckoo. At 
Torbay Hall we found other favourites such as the Red-eared 
Firetail, Red-winged Fairy-wren, White-breasted Robin and 
Spotted Pardalote. The most unusual sighting was a Weebill, a 
species we had not recorded there before. 

MORLEY BEACH / LAKE NENAMUP, 8 MARCH 
When we arrived at Morley Beach, water levels were very 
high. We only found a small number of shorebirds, including 
Common Greenshank, Red-capped Plover and Red-necked 
Stint. Other waterbird numbers were also lower than usual 
with Black Swan the most prolific species. We were delighted 
to see a White-fronted Chat at the foreshore, but other than 
that there was little to get excited about. We continued 
on to Lake Nenamup where we had found good shorebird 
numbers in previous years. However, the avocets, stilts and 
greenshanks seen there a month earlier were all gone. The 
lake had completely dried up. We resolved to spend the rest of 
the morning at the eastern end of Wilson Inlet where we saw 
Great Crested Grebe, Musk Duck, Yellow-billed Spoonbill and 
Great Egret among other waterbirds. 

UPCOMING OUTINGS: 
No official excursions are planned until 9 August. Details will 
be made available via our website and eNews. 

SOUTH COAST FESTIVAL OF BIRDS AND 
BIODIVERSITY 
Our local group organised a variety of events for the 
festival, beginning with a World Wetlands Day Walk around 
Lake Seppings / Tjuitgellong. A second walk around the 
lake was dedicated to bird photography. Renowned wildlife 
photographer Georgina Steytler generously shared tips on 
how to capture bird images successfully.
One of the festival highlights was the Threatened Birds Field 
Trip to Waychinicup National Park, which was jointly organised 
with the Friends of the Western Ground Parrot. Guest speaker 
Sarah Comer, Regional Ecologist with the WA Parks and 
Wildlife Service in Albany, provided updates about recent 
conservation work carried out to protect the Western Ground 
Parrot and the Australasian Bittern. It was great to hear that 
the trial translocation of seven Western Ground Parrots had 
been successful so far. Field trip participants were thrilled 
when they spotted a Western Whipbird. A Noisy Scrub-bird 
as well as a Western Bristlebird were also heard calling. Both 
library talks were subject to COVID restrictions which resulted 
in a smaller than usual number of attendants. A bird walk 
along the Oyster Harbour / Miaritch foreshore went ahead in 
spite of light rain. To our surprise, a large number of birds 
were recorded.

OTHER ACTIVITIES 
Members of our group also undertook a considerable number 
of bird surveys including post fire surveys at Lake Pleasant 
View Nature Reserve. While we didn’t hear any Australasian 
Bitterns at the reserve, it was heartening to see that at least 
two Southern Emu-wren families had reoccupied areas that 
had been burnt in a wildfire less than two years ago. The 
copious amounts of rain during winter and spring have no 
doubt aided the regrowth of the vegetation surrounding the 
wetland. 
Searches for the translocated Western Ground Parrots 
organised by Albany’s Parks and Wildlife Service were also 
supported. Even though we didn’t get to hear a Western 
Ground Parrot ourselves, the bird that was heard calling one 
evening in early March was without doubt the best bird record 
for the year! 
We were invited to contribute towards the Heartland Journeys 
website launched by Gondwanalink late last year. With Brenda 
Newbey’s recent retirement from the South Coast Threatened 
Birds Recovery Team, on which she had served for 25 years, 
we used this opportunity to acknowledge her enormous 
contribution towards the recovery of WA’s rarest bird. You 
can read the story here: https://heartlandjourneys.com.au/
stories/the-western-ground-parrot/ 
Some interesting sightings were made at Cheynes Beach 
in recent months. Rachel Olsen made what appears to 
be the first sighting of a Common Gull (Larus canus 
kamtschatschensis), which is sometimes also referred to as 
Kamchatka Gull, on mainland Australia. A few weeks later a 
Double-banded Plover was observed by Raeline Smith. While 
certainly not as rare as the gull visiting from the Northern 
Hemisphere, this plover species occasionally travels as far 
as south-western WA during its winter migration from New 
Zealand. 
Closer to Albany, one of our members came across an adult 
male Golden Whistler which seemed to lack yellow pigments 
altogether (see Ian Mayo’s separate report).

Pink-eared Ducks. Photo by Tania Meuzelaar

Little Black Cormorant. Photo by Tania Meuzelaar
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BIRDLIFE BUNBURY
SHOREBIRD SURVEY 2022 
Our Shorebird 2022 survey in February reflected a long, hot, dry summer. Twenty-four sites were covered by 27 people on 
Bunbury-Leschenault waters, with some coming from Perth and some from further south.  
Our bird count totalled 3852 birds with 1183 Black Swans, only seven Arctic Circle migrant species, no Red-capped Plovers or 
Great Cormorants which we would expect to see at this time of the year. Thirty-eight species in all. Who can comprehend what 
effects the weather pattern has on our bird world? 
This is my 11th year as voluntary Convenor of Birdlife Bunbury. I took R & R this year and apart from peripheral tasks, there 
have been no excursions February, March or April. Our bi-monthly e-newsletter “BirdChatter” is due soon. 

TWO APPEALS FOR BIRDS 
I was called to appear twice this year re matters concerning regional birds at the State Tribunal. The first appearance was 
to address the proposed $15.5 million Turkey Point Road and Bridge Proposal, where I addressed the issue of the loss of 
saltmarsh, a world-wide Threatened Ecological Community (TEC) and its possible effect on our migratory shorebirds, also of 
international concern. The second appearance related to the southern section of Bunbury Outer Ring Road where I spoke about 
the loss of forest trees and native birds. 
These were daunting and lonely experiences, taking on the 
might of the government and powerful authorities. Regardless, 
I spoke well, I think, and was listened to by the Appeals 
Convenor. 
As BirdLife Australia’s Beach-nesting Birds Project Coordinator 
Renee Mead consolingly commented, “Nobody tells you when 
you get into volunteering for birds, that it’s just one fight after 
another.”  
The completed 27-kilometre Bunbury Outer Ring Road (BORR) 
will destroy more than 2000 mature conservation-value native 
trees, mostly Jarrah, Marri and Tuart. BORR north and central 
sections began in January 2020. Observers are shocked at 
the total clearance required for a four-lane highway, adjacent 
roadside, access bridges and ramps. 
The proposed southern BORR corridor joining with Bussell 
Highway contains banksia woodland (also TEC) and forest 
with five heritage-listed trees. What does this mean to the 
cornucopia of little bush birds through here, when impacted 
by a changed environment? These LBBs are ones that bring 
us bird-song, help keep insects in balance including menacing 
mosquitos, and keep forest canopy hygienic by gleaning the 
leaves and bark. 
• Bird observers know that some birds, especially retiring 

forest birds, may not be able to become accustomed to 
traffic.   

• Many native bird species are territorial, sedentary, and will 
not go elsewhere. They have no-where else to go.  

• Some will succumb to predators with loss of vegetation 
cover. Some will be roadkill. 

• Many native species are sensitive to intrusion and change. 

They are interdependent on habitat for food and shelter. 
• Road noise affects bird communications. Many birds will 

be negatively impacted by traffic noise, and if it is loud 
and constant, this interrupts their social communications, 
leading to reduction in breeding success. 

• Natural darkness has a conservation value in the same way 
that clean air, water, and soil has intrinsic value. 

• All-night street lighting changes the natural environment. 
For further information, visit: https://www.awe.gov.au/
environment/biodiversity/publications/national-light-
pollution-guidelines-wildlife. 

• Artificial light adversely affects ecological communities 
and indirectly affects the availability of habitat or food 
resources. 

• Vehicle emissions change the micro-climate, as well as food 
types and food availability.  

• These birds will die out through attrition and may become 
locally extinct. 

UPDATE ON BUNBURY OUTER RING ROAD. APRIL 
2022 
The 27-kilometre Bunbury Outer Ring Road was initially 
proposed to cost $852 million but has blown-out another 
$320 million. That is $37 million per kilometre. Its purpose is 
to allow people to get to Margaret River ten minutes sooner.  
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-03-29/bunbury-ring-road-
cost-blows-out-to-one-billion-dollars/100947352 
The Minister for Environment has yet to make his decision on 
both of these matters. 

Sue Kalab, Convenor

CAPE TO CAPE BIRD GROUP 
All excursions are advertised in the Cape to Cape Bird Group newsletter (see publications on BirdLife WA website), may be 
advertised on BirdLife WA E-news and are for BirdLife Australia members, supporters and the general public. If you wish to be 
on the mailing list, contact Christine Wilder cwilderone@yahoo.com.au 

INVESTIGATIONS FROM AUGUSTA BOAT HARBOUR AND RETURN, 12 FEBRUARY 
On our last seabird charter in November 2021 conditions 
were perfect for us to get up close to Cumberland Rock and 
Jack’s Ledge. We have since attempted several trips, including 
Quindalup and Augusta, without success. Despite the rain, 
wind and chop, it was finally really good to be out for our 
first survey for 2022. With rain jackets on and the cold spray 
ensuring we were awake, we headed for the islands. 
In the lee of St. Alouarn Island we counted only a handful of 
birds and three Ruddy Turnstones on Flinders Island. 

Once past the ‘mosh pit’, south-west of the lighthouse, in a 
depth of 40 metres, conditions eased off. Due to the windy 
conditions, it wasn’t comfortable for a trip up the west 
coast of the cape, so we drifted for some time watching and 
photographing shearwaters and terns and attempting to count 
the Flesh-footed Shearwaters around the boat (a lot!). Several 
Hutton’s Shearwaters were seen amongst terns and other 
shearwaters, plus quite a few Bridled Terns feeding on bait 
fish. 
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Ross Brown was at the stern and noted two shearwaters flying 
on narrower straighter wings with a “hectic” and more rapid 
flight pattern amongst the Flesh-footeds; they were Short-
tailed Shearwaters. No albatrosses were seen this time. We 
then checked out Seal Island, and in the lee, where in places 
it can be a depth as low as two metres at low tide. The waters 
surrounding the lighthouse are treacherous and submerged 
rocks deceiving, but sophisticated equipment on board 
enables navigation safely through this area. 
Thanks to David Muller and Mal Swarbrick for taking us on an 
exhilarating journey this time. 

EXCURSION REPORT, DONOVAN STREET 
BUSHLAND, AUGUSTA, 20 FEBRUARY 
Was it Covid precautions, maybe because it was Sunday 
or perhaps to do with registration requirements? Why did 
more people cancel than turn up for this walk? I haven’t 
experienced this phenomenon before, and we endeavour not 
to cancel excursions. One thing I do know is there can be a 
severe thunderstorm in Augusta while the sun is shining in 
Busselton, so it is difficult to predict weather up and down the 
capes, weeks in advance. 
A small but enthusiastic gathering of three new members (one 
from Busselton, two from Margaret River) and one local birder 
from Augusta was made welcome, and after a brief talk about 
this significant area of bushland, we set off in windy but cool 
conditions, heading immediately to one of my transects in the 
forest. 
Larger birds (Galahs, ringnecks, magpies, bronzewing) were 
noted behind the aged care units, but smaller birds, abundant 
during 36 surveys in November/December 2021, were quiet. 
There were a few New Holland Honeyeaters and a Western 
Spinebill, but nothing calling much at all. We only counted 
birds in the bushland, although there were plenty of the more 
common birds in the suburban gardens on Blackwood Avenue 
and Donovan Street. Finally, we came upon three Red-winged 
Fairy-wrens skulking amongst the bracken, Grey Fantails and 
Silvereyes were calling high up in the canopies of Karris and 
Marris and later a pardalote and gerygone (with very quiet 
one note calls). Back at the cars we noticed an Osprey with a 
fish in its talons, flying behind houses. 

We headed for morning tea near the Flat Rock walk and 
watched four Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos in adjacent trees, 
three Ospreys above us and six Baudin’s Black-Cockatoos 
flying by. The walk to Flat Rock was worth it as the final bird 
was a magnificent immature White-bellied Sea-Eagle seen 
cruising above the inlet. 
It was great to meet newcomers and the morning turned out 
to be interesting as always with 26 species seen. 

INVESTIGATIONS FROM AUGUSTA BOAT 
HARBOUR AND RETURN, 12 MARCH 
We’d been waiting for a perfect morning for months and with 
a combined low swell and gentle breeze it finally arrived. 
As we neared St. Alouarn Island I was surprised to see a 
dragonfly almost land at the stern. The only birds seen on St. 
Alouarn Island were two adult Pacific Gulls perched on a low 
rock. A single Sooty Oystercatcher was seen on a solitary un-
named rock and three others were on Flinders Island, along 
with the usual fur seals. 
By the time we made our way past Spout Rock and over the 
wreck of the ‘Pericles’, we hadn’t seen a single shearwater. 
Finally, when south-west of the lighthouse, a total of five 
Flesh-footed Shearwaters followed us and a flock of Bridled 
Terns was diving on bait fish. We stopped and drifted for some 
time to check out the direction of the capes current, with 
the boat drifting south for a kilometre in ten minutes, and 
the southerly current affecting the northerly drift. A number 
of Hutton’s Shearwaters began to pass by, flying low to the 
north. Two flying fish leapt out of the ocean, then two Black-
browed Albatrosses were heading straight toward us, 4.3 
nautical miles due west of the lighthouse, and they settled 
close, at one stage too close for Mark to focus, but we did 
have plenty of time to take in their stunning features. 
We passed the lighthouse encased in scaffolding for its 
restoration and then encountered a pod of dolphins swimming 
close to us. Numerous Bridled Terns were around Seal Island. 
Back at the harbour, a swallow flew into the cabin, downstairs 
and out again! Once again an enjoyable morning with plenty 
of seabirds to count thanks to David Muller and Mal Swarbrick. 

Christine Wilder

MANDURAH BIRD OBSERVER GROUP
The February 25th outing to Len Howard Conservation Park was enjoyed by 26 people including some new faces. Fifty-four 
species were observed but sadly the only shorebird of interest was a Common Sandpiper. There have been very few migratory 
birds around the Estuary and surrounding wetlands this season, which is disappointing. 
Unfortunately, there were some people who had booked in on EVENTBRITE and did not attend, which causes some concern. 
More on this later. 

The March 25th outing was scheduled for Creery Wetlands. 
Due to vandals the boardwalk was closed off so another 
venue had to be arranged. This was to Riverside Gardens 
and Goegrup Lake where seventeen attended and again the 
absence of two who had booked in through EVENTBRITE. 
Enjoying the new boardwalk after approximately six years was 
a pleasure as was seeing a total of 45 species. 
The Saturday April 9th outing was to Island Point, an area 
that is always full of surprises and we were rewarded with a 
count of 38 species which was up on the count of 30 on last 
year’s visit. Some new faces again which were locals and were 
welcomed by members.  
The usual fourth Friday outing on April 22 was to the 120 acre 
private property of Ross and Liz Rose in Coolup. This was a 
pleasant walk through a 30 acre reserve area of which some 
is being replanted under the Alcoa Black-Cockatoo Project. 
Twenty-eight species were observed, some of which members 
had not seen for some time. It is planned to revisit again in 

the springtime as the property has a lot to offer with other 
bird species. A video of the property by Vicki Stokes can be 
viewed online at BirdLife Australia Alcoa project https://youtu.
be/NA1BJpxp5js.
Unfortunately, without consultation, our group excursions 
have been advertised on EVENTBRITE, causing many 
unnecessary problems. Some of the outings are to private 
properties where there are conditions to observe. Also, 
many sites we visit have limited parking facilities. There are 
details of the outings that attendees need to be informed 
of and should contact me for such. This does not happen. 
Further, there may be a change to the venue for some reason 
and those who have advised me of their attendance can be 
informed. Also, we meet at a central point to pool resources 
for travel to limit vehicle numbers where parking is limited, 
which may be necessary for me to arrange overflow parking 
facilities and where travel is up to 40 km. People who book 
in on this link should contact me for details that are to be 
observed, for example chair, morning tea, appropriate dress 
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for the site, etc. As some do not turn up this causes delays 
and confusion in starting the walk. It has happened that some 
who do attend and do not sign in and some that do sign in 
have not been present at the morning tea and species count 
where I do a head count also. I do not know whether they 
have left or are lost which is a concern for my responsibility as 

Leader of the group. I have 129 email address recipients who 
get notification of the outings. This is sufficient notice as well 
as the Western Australian Bird Notes section ‘Coming Events’ 
advising of the outings.  

Bill King 
Leader, Mandurah Bird Observers Group 

WHEATBELT AVON GROUP
RESERVE IN FOCUS 
Tutanning Nature Reserve is an important remnant of bush of about 220 ha, situated about 23 km east of Pingelly. Because 
it is surrounded by farmland, it is a vital wildlife refuge, which is why it has a large number of wildflower and bird species. 
DBCA’s Western Shield has an ongoing program monitoring several marsupial species such as the Numbat, Red-tailed 
Phascogale, Woylie, and others. 
Jarrah, Wandoo, Powderbark Wandoo, Brown Mallet and a large patch of Kwongan shrubland are found within the reserve, 
making this a very interesting place for birdwatchers. 
There is a Field Study Centre on site, which can accommodate 10+ persons, with all amenities, at a very low cost per person a 
night. Contact the Shire of Pingelly on 9887 1066 for further information and booking. 

Max Howard

BIRDS FROM THE WIALKI AND KARLONING 
AREAS, NORTH MUKINBUDIN 
Like most of Western Australia, our area has had an 
abundance of rain in 2021 (including a cyclone), which has 
brought the most amazing influx of bird life. At any given time 
during this winter, we could count ten different varieties of 
water bird on our temporary lakes which have formed in our 
paddocks (the last major rain event was 1999, from Cyclones 
Elaine and Vance). Even today there were ten Red-necked 
Avocets, five Pied Stilts, and three Black Swans.
For the past nine years, I have been lucky enough to have 
Rainbow Bee-eaters nest very close to my home. They appear 
in October and disappear in February. They currently have two 
burrows.

Cheryl Palm

BIRDS IN MY BACKYARD ‘YANDEGIN’ 
MUKINBUDIN 
2021 has been an exceptional year for breeding birds with 
such wonderful winter rains. 
Here at ‘Yandegin’, where our home is in Salmon Gum 
woodland, we have had numerous birds nesting very close 
to our house. Regent Parrots arrived in early August to 
find a suitable nesting hollow before the other birds came. 
The Cockatiels came later in August, then the Nankeen 
Kestrels, followed by the Magpie-larks, and then the Striated 
Pardalotes. As of this month, December, the White-faced 
Herons are currently incubating eggs high up in the Salmon 
Gums. 
This farming property covers 15 000 ha out to the vermin 
proof fence. It has a great variety of habitats including 
granite outcrops, breakaway country, sand plain, heaps of 
uncleared pristine bush, dams, waterholes, and dry lake 
beds, which makes for a very interesting area for our birds.  

Whispie Bayly 
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Greater Sand Plover in flight. Photo by Mike B

Greater Sand Plover at Eyre. Photo by Mike B



Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 182 June 2022 Page 39

BROOME BIRD OBSERVATORY

Following a big wet season, March, April and May have been an excellent few months of birding in and 
around Broome. 

Waterbirds, Magpie Geese, egrets and herons have been gathering in large numbers on Roebuck Plains. 
The extensive grassy plains are some 30 kilometres from Broome and may only flood every few years. 
Species recorded on the floodplain thus far include Little, Great and Intermediate Egret, Glossy Ibis, 
Magpie Goose, Marsh, Wood and Sharp-tailed Sandpipers as well as a group of three Pied Herons, an uncommon visitor to 
Broome only appearing after a good wet. Other noteworthy visitors include Australian Spotted Crake, Black-tailed Native-hen, 
White-winged Black Tern, and Black Bittern. As the wet season concludes and the plains begin drying, many of these species 
disperse to find water elsewhere. 

In recent weeks easterly winds have begun blowing, bringing warm dry weather and signalling the end of the wet season. 
This transition in season has been a great time to see a range of dry country species not often seen near Broome. Records 
of Crimson Chat, Flock Bronzewing, Budgerigar, Masked Woodswallow and Pictorella Mannikin have led to much excitement 
around the Observatory.  

BBO’s annual migration watch has been well underway during the past months. With the goal of recording the migration 
timings of Roebuck Bay’s shorebirds we have been busy each afternoon doing just that. Guests on our yearly ‘Wave the 
Waders Goodbye’ March and April courses were a great help in collecting data, as well as the many visitors who’ve joined 
the watch. So far this year the largest flock we’ve recorded departing were 460 Bar-tailed Godwits. It is a special feeling to 
watch these birds leave, wishing them the best of luck while knowing the pressures they will face along their journey and the 
distances they must travel. During the last two months tens of thousands of migratory shorebirds have departed on northward 
migration. Despite this, there remains large numbers of shorebirds in Roebuck Bay over the dry season, with excellent viewing 
opportunities.  

The recently opened Clive Minton Discovery Centre at the Broome Bird Observatory has already begun attracting visitors. 
The new centre is full of modern interactive displays with a focus on migratory shorebirds. It features murals of the different 
habitats surrounding BBO and birdlife found within them. Experience immersive soundscapes, beautiful video footage, up-to-
date science and even your own migration challenge. It is a ‘must see’ for anyone in the region with an interest in the natural 
world.  

BBO Wardens 

Observatory reports

Roebuck Plains, Broome. Photo by O Garcey
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EYRE BIRD OBSERVATORY

February to April 2022
Due to a cancellation of caretakers, Steve and Mandy Edwards were caretaking in February and March 
2022, while Andrew and Sharon Morgan volunteered to do the April section. 
Thanks to both couples for filling in at short notice. 

Steve and Mandy’s report  
Six weeks at EBO was our fourth time as caretakers. Our 
initial three months was in November 2018. Mick and Di 
Floyd gave us a thorough handover before steaming off to 
Newcastle to meet their first granddaughter, born the day 
after we arrived for the handover.  
We identified 69 species in February and by the time we left 
on the 24th of March were up to 77 species for March. It’s 
doubtful we would match Mick and Di’s 95 sightings by the 
end of March.  
On our first run to Twilight Cove with guests in their Hilux, 
Kanidal Beach provided many small groups of Red-capped 
Plovers. One slightly larger wader stood out amongst the ‘Red 
Caps’ until a photograph showed it was an immature Double-
banded Plover. There were some small flocks of Grey Teal, but 
nothing compared to the 80-plus flock in the ocean at Nine 
Mile. With the assistance of our guests, we estimated that of 
the 80 birds, about 20% were Chestnut Teal with one very 
colourful male and the rest were Grey Teal. Poking our lenses 
around the corner at the 13km marker we glimpsed what was 
later identified as a Grey-tailed Tattler.  
Continuing to Twilight, Ben, one of our guests, said his 
ultimate bird would be to see an albatross. Not long after, 
driving on to Waders Beach we came across a large dead bird 
at the high-water mark. It was massive and we later identified 
it as a Wandering Albatross. “Old Snowy” according to the 
field guide. Our guest couldn’t believe his eyes. Sad to find it 
dead but to see such a bird this close is a privilege. It is by 
far the largest flight bird we have ever seen. A wingspan over 
three metres, the body over 117 cm long and the beak 17 cm. 
It would have been spectacular in flight. 
Kanidal Beach also gave us Sanderling, Red-necked Stint 
(some almost in full colour), large flocks of Pacific Gull (adults 
and juveniles), Caspian Tern (one young constantly seeking 
to be fed), Crested Tern, 50 Silver Gulls in one flock, a dozen 
Sooty Oystercatchers, an Osprey and one Red-necked Avocet. 
The sight of two juvenile White-bellied Sea-Eagles, one 
perched on the 10 km marker, was extraordinary. The Great 
Knot we had previously seen on Kanidal on our first run did 
not show up again. No sight of the nine camels on our second 
Kanidal run but later seen closer to EBO by a guest doing a 
very early morning walk. 
Around the house were the familiar Singing Honeyeaters 
taking charge of the bird baths, Silvereyes shoulder to 
shoulder, large numbers of New Holland Honeyeaters, a couple 
of Brown Honeyeaters and small flocks of Brown-headed 
Honeyeaters with their cheerful chatter and batman masks. 
There were Red Wattlebirds, Spiny-cheeked Honeyeaters, 
occasional White-eared Honeyeaters, a single sighting of 
a Purple-gaped Honeyeater, little groups of Blue-breasted 
Fairy-wrens feeding near the shed and on the track to the 
beach. White-browed Scrubwrens announced our presence 
on the path to the weather station and the beach track. 
White-browed Babblers seemed to skirt around the house 
and were always seen and heard on the calcrete on our walks 
to the beach. One White-faced Heron landed on the house 
chimney before following a small group of Major Mitchell’s 
Cockatoos towards the beach. Both Collared Sparrowhawk 
and Brown Goshawk made several appearances. We missed 

the big numbers of Dusky Woodswallows 
seen in 2018 but did see a couple on the calcrete during our 
last week and on Blue Bush Plains. Rainbow Bee-eaters were 
prevalent most days from small flocks to 20-plus. Just before 
our handover they flew over the house in a large flock and 
very high. Later we realised this was their departing signal. 
A fly-by by an Australian Hobby and a brief visit by a Brown 
Falcon topped off the raptors. On a pick-up drive to collect 
guests from the Lookout, Steve saw two Copper-backed Quail-
thrush, ticking off a four year wait. Most mornings we heard a 
Fan-tailed Cuckoo in the valley southwest of the house and an 
answering call near the intersection of the Rope and Lookout 
walks. Of course, we had the daily visits of Major Mitchell’s at 
6am and 6pm, up to 50 plus on one day. Southern Boobook 
called on a few nights, but we did not manage to see one. On 
a late-night drive we came across a Tawny Frogmouth on the 
north track, demonstrating its presence. 
A birdbath tussle between the Major Mitchell’s and Australian 
Ravens began to emerge. The Major Mitchell’s had the initial 
numbers, but the ravens began to build in force and by the 
time we left were up to 35 and spent most of day near the 
house intimidating any late Major Mitchell’s and small birds. 
In between these bouts the Grey Currawong would fly in, 
scattering most birds. A lone Australian Magpie seems to have 
attached itself to a currawong group, looking out of place.  
On one occasion a Collared Sparrowhawk made a fly-by and 
to our surprise when it landed in a tree near the house, was 
surrounded by nine currawongs which escorted it away when 
it took off. 
Alma’s annotated bird list led us to the 1.5 km mark on the 
north track to look for Western Yellow Robin. We weren’t 
disappointed. There were two on display, a Western Whistler, 
10-15 Spotted Pardalotes, Purple-gaped Honeyeaters, Red 
Wattlebirds, Weebills, Inland Thornbills, White-fronted 
Honeyeaters and White-eared Honeyeaters. We went back 
several times on the North Track and on the last visit with 
Andrew and Sharon were lucky to see a small flock of Varied 
Sittella and Jacky Winter.  
Our trips to Cocklebiddy were very different to previous 
years. Not one kangaroo on Blue Bush Plains. The Nankeen 
Kestrels we saw nesting at the Doline in 2018 were missing. 
On the track between the scarp and the Tower we often 
counted upwards of 70 Yellow-throated Miners, Spiny-cheeked 
Honeyeater, White-eared Honeyeater, Red Wattlebird, Weebill, 
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike and the occasional raptor. On the 
road to the highway, we encountered an Australian Bustard at 
least twice, standing stationary in the middle of the road until 
we got close enough to see the whites of its eyes. On one 
day just before Cocklebiddy, we came across a mixed flock of 
White-winged Fairy-wren and Blue-breasted Fairy-wren. The 
ponds (Crystal Ponds) gave us two White-fronted Chats on our 
last visit. Crested Pigeons were few in numbers this time, but 
we did see them on the edge of the Cocklebiddy runway. 
It was great to be back in this beautiful location living in the 
historic Sand Patch Telegraph Station. The quiet, big skies, 
open vistas, encounters with so many beach and bush birds 
and daily temperatures of 25° were a treat. Covid reduced 
the numbers of travellers but following the opening of the WA 
border more people were making contact for accommodation 
and day visits. 

Observatory reports, ctd
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Andrew and Sharon Morgan filling in for April 
It was great to be back at EBO. A warm and thorough 
handover from Mandy and Steve set us on our way. It has 
been dry here for the first three months of the year but we 
must have brought some of our east coast weather with 
us. Today is the 9th day with some rain in the gauge. While 
numbers are dwindling along Kanidal there is still plenty of 
interest including coloured up Red-necked Stint, Sanderling, 
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper, Grey Teal, Red-capped Plover, 
Australian Pied and Sooty Oystercatchers, Double-banded 
Plover, a lifer for course leader Peter White and number 635 
on his list, Silver and Pacific Gulls, Crested and Caspian Terns, 
one Great Egret and a pair of juvenile White-bellied Sea-
Eagle.  

The Observatory has been very busy on occasions with large 
numbers of the usual honeyeaters. Other rarer sightings 
include a Diamond Dove by a bird course participant, Yellow-
plumed Honeyeater and a large number of raptors keeping 
everyone entertained with aerial battles against Australian 
Raven, Major Mitchell’s Cockatoo and between themselves. 
Participants have included Australian Hobby, Collared 
Sparrowhawk, juvenile Brown Goshawk and Brown Falcon.  
The North Track and Microwave Tower have had large flocks, 
of over 30, mainly immature, Spotted Pardalotes. Mixed with 

these on the north track was Yellow-plumed, White-fronted, 
Purple-gaped and Tawny-crowned Honeyeaters, as well as 
over 30 Dusky Woodswallows. On the Microwave track large 
numbers of Inland Thornbills and the odd Western Whistler. 
Not one Wedge-tailed Eagle so far on Blue Bush Plain. 

Compiled by Mick and Di Floyd 

 

Observatory reports, ctd

Brown Falcon. Photo by S. Edwards

Grey Teal. Photo by A. Morgan

Double-banded Plover. Photo by A. Morgan

White-browed Babbler, Photo by S. Edwards

Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater, Photo by A. Morgan
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Coming Events
Important note regarding campouts, excursions and other events
To attend a BirdLife event, members must book via Eventbrite – an electronic booking system.  
There have been changes to booking campouts: 

1. This can be done by either down loading the Eventbrite App or going to www.eventbrite.com.au.  
2. Then go to the search (magnifying glass) symbol and type in BirdLife and then search. 
3. Then click the event heading and all the event details will drop down.
4. Click on the green bar at the bottom ‘register’.  
5. Eventbrite will automatically create a waiting list if the campout is full.   
6. If you have trouble, call the office on 93837749. 
7. Each person attending will be asked to pay $20 per campout via Eventbrite to cover costs of Eventbrite and the campout 

leader.  
New members
Please let the leaders know that you are a new member and don’t hesitate to ask for assistance with bird sightings.

Wherever you are, please observe your relevant state and territory advice and maintain social distancing and good 
hygiene when planning birding outings, events, monitoring, surveys or fieldwork, where this is allowed.

Sunday 12 June: Tom Bateman 
Reserve, Thornlie 
Half-day excursion 
Meet at 8:00 am beside the playground/
sporting complex at the corner of Nicholson 
and Wilfred Roads (car-park entry is off 
Wilfred Road). 
We will look at a series of wetlands 
constructed to remove nutrients from water 
draining into the Canning River. We will also 
look at small bushland areas if they are 
accessible. Rubber boots may be a good 
idea, and insect repellent. 
Bring a chair and morning tea to have while 
we do a combined bird list. 

Leaders: George and Pam Agar 

Saturday 18 June: Wungong Gorge 
Half-day excursion 
Meet at 8:30 am at the first car park for 
Wungong Dam at the end of Admiral Road, 
off Albany Highway. Over 90 species of birds 
have been recorded here including Red-
eared Firetail, White-breasted Robin and 
Red-winged Fairy-wren. 
Bring a chair and morning tea to have while 
we do a combined birdlist. 

Leader: Claire Gerrish 

Thursday 23 June: Lightning Swamp, 
Noranda 
Half-day excursion 
Meet at 8:00 am at the gate in the SE 
corner of the bushland on Della Road. 
Lightning Swamp, part of Noranda Open 
Space, is an area of seasonal wetlands 
and banksia woodland. The area supports 
some waterbirds, and cormorants have bred 
here. The bushland supports a range of 
species, including some that are uncommon 
in smaller reserves, such as the Western 
Thornbill, Tawny-crowned Honeyeater and 
Red-capped Robin. Some areas will be 
restricted due to the presence of dieback. 
Bring a chair and morning tea to have while 
we do a combined birdlist. 

Leader: Clive Nealon 

Sunday 26 June: Beenyup Swamp, 
Woodvale 
Half-day excursion 
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park on the 
south side of Ocean Reef Road near the old 

buildings. From the Mitchell Freeway travel 
east along Ocean Reef Road and continue 
approximately 800 m past Trappers Drive 
until you see a cleared paddock with some 
old stone buildings on the right. Park in the 
limestone area in front of these buildings. 
Beenyup Swamp is part of the Yellagonga 
Regional Park. There should be a good 
variety of bushbirds and waterbirds. 
Bring a chair and morning tea to have while 
we do a combined birdlist. 

Leader: Nigel Sutherland

Monday 27 June: Bold Park Eco Centre, 
165 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat 
Monthly meeting, 7.30 pm 

'Urban Wildlife Conservation'
Speaker: Holy Kirk

Saturday 2 July: Paganoni Swamp, 
Karnup 
Half-day excursion 
Meet at 9:00 am on Paganoni Road. Access 
is via Mandurah Road onto Paganoni Road 
or the new Kwinana Freeway extension onto 
Paganoni Road. Parking is along Paganoni 
Road under the powerlines. 
We will be walking approximately 3 km 
through threatened woodlands where 
Western Yellow Robin and Grey Currawong 
among many others have been seen in this 
area of diverse habitats. 
Bring a chair and morning tea to have while 
we do a combined bird list. 

Leader: Chris van Haeften 

Thursday 7 July: Lesmurdie Falls, 
Forrestfield 
Half-day excursion 
Meet at 8:30 am at the picnic area car 
park off Falls Road. At 4.5 km east of 
the Welshpool Road East /Tonkin Hwy 
intersection turn left on to Gladys Road, 
then left on to George Road, left on to Ford 
Road, right on to Nelson Crescent, then left 
on to Falls Road. The picnic area is a further 
250 metres. We should see a good selection 
of bush birds and some stunning views over 
the Swan Coastal Plain. 
Bring a chair and morning tea to have while 
we do a combined bird list. 

Leader: Clive Nealon 

Sunday 10 July: The Spectacles, 
Kwinana 
Half-day excursion 
Meet at 8:30 am in the car park in 
McLaughlan Road. Proceed along the 
Kwinana Freeway and turn right (west) 
into Anketell Road. Travel approximately 2 
km then turn left into McLaughlan Road. A 
good variety of bushbirds including Grey 
Currawong can be found here. 
Bring a chair and morning tea to have while 
we do a combined bird list. 

Leader: Pauline Woolley 

Saturday 16 July: Lake Gwelup, Stirling 
Half-day excursion 
Meet at 8:30 am in the car park at the 
corner of Stoneman Street and Huntriss 
Road, north of Karrinyup Road. We should 
see water birds and bush birds, and raptors 
are often seen here. Lake Gwelup is within 
the Northern Swan Coastal Key Biodiversity 
Area (KBA) for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo. 
Bring a chair and morning tea to have while 
we do a combined bird list. 

Leader: Clive Nealon 

Saturday 23 July: Herdsman Lake, 
Stirling 
Half-day excursion 
Meet at 8.30 am in the Maurice Hamer car 
park. Turn off Pearson Street into Falcon 
Avenue, then right into Lakeside Road. The 
car park is on the left, opposite Heron Place. 
This is one of the waterbird refuges which 
never dries up and 140 species have been 
recorded here. Bring your telescope if you 
have one. 
Bring a chair and morning tea to have while 
we do a combined bird list. 

Leader: Claire Gerrish 

Monday 25 July: Bold Park Eco Centre, 
165 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat 
Monthly meeting, 7.30 pm

'Rainbow Lorikeet Update'
Speaker: Robyn Pickering
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Coming events, ctd
Saturday 30 July: Jandakot Regional 
Park, Harrisdale 
Half-day excursion.  
Meet at 8:30 am in the car park at Carey 
Baptist College, Wright Road, Harrisdale. 
Park near to Wright Road. We will cross the 
road to access the Park through a gap gate. 
This reserve has good tracks throughout 
with varied vegetation including wetland 
areas which may have some water in 
them if we have had enough winter rain. 
Many bush birds have been seen including 
Splendid Fairy-wren, Western Spinebill, 
White-browed Scrub-wren, Grey Shrike-
thrush, Fan-tailed Cuckoo, Shining Bronze-
Cuckoo, Red-capped Parrot and Red-tailed 
Black-Cockatoo. Wetland species are also a 
possibility, as are several species of raptor. 
Bring a chair and morning tea to have while 
we do a combined bird list. 

Leader: Debbie Walker 

Saturday 6 August: St Ronan’s Nature 
Reserve, York 
Full-day excursion 
Meet at 8:30 am at the northern end of St 
Ronan’s Nature Reserve on Wambyn Road. 
Travel along Great Eastern Highway and 
turn towards York at The Lakes on the Great 
Southern Highway. Travel about 28 km 
along the Great Southern Highway and turn 
left into Wambyn Road. We will meet about 
2 km along Wambyn Road at the northern 
end of St Ronan’s Nature Reserve. 
Bring morning tea and lunch as we will walk 
right around the reserve to visit all habitats. 
There should be a good variety of bushbirds. 

Leader: Robyn Pickering 

Saturday 13 August: Lightning Swamp, 
Noranda 
Half-day excursion 
Meet at 8:00 am at the gate in the SE 
corner of the bushland on Della Road. 
Lightning Swamp, part of Noranda Open 
Space, is an area of seasonal wetlands 
and banksia woodland. The area supports 
some waterbirds, and cormorants have bred 
here. The bushland supports a range of 
species, including some that are uncommon 
in smaller reserves, such as the Western 
Thornbill, Tawny-crowned Honeyeater and 
Red-capped Robin. Some areas will be 
restricted due to the presence of dieback. 
Bring a chair and morning tea to have while 
we do a combined bird list. 

Leader: Clive Nealon 

Tuesday 16 August: Little Rush Lake, 
Yangebup 
Half-day excursion 
Meet at 8:30 at end of Parkes Street, which 
runs parallel to North Lake Road on the 
eastern side of the lake. Little Rush Lake is 
part of the Beeliar Regional Park. 
If you are using the freeway leave the 
freeway at Berrigan Drive and travel to the 
west. Turn right onto North Lake Road and 
travel about 750m to Parkes Street on the 
left. 

If you are travelling south on North Lake 
Road, turn right into Osprey Drive, then do 
a safe U-Turn and go back onto North Lake 
Road for 250 metres to Parkes Street. 
Turn left onto Parkes Street and follow the 
bitumen to the end and park there. 
There is a path around the lake, and 
we should see plenty of waterbirds and 
bushbirds. Over 90 species of birds have 
been seen here.  
Bring a chair and morning tea to have while 
we do a combined bird list. 

Leaders: Jennifer Sumpton and Lynley 
Davey 

Sunday 21 August: Bickley Brook, 
Orange Grove 
Half-day excursion 
Meet at 8:30 am in the Hardinge Park 
public car park, Hardinge Road. There are a 
limited number of bays. Red-browed Finch, 
Red-eared Firetail, and a reasonable range 
of other bushbirds have been recorded on 
previous excursions to the area. 
Bring a chair and morning tea to have while 
we do a combined bird list. 
Participants may wish to take advantage of 
the free gas barbeques which are provided 
(from 8:00 am to sunset) at the conclusion 
of the walk. 

Leader: Steve Burns 

Monday 22 August: Bold Park Eco 
Centre, 165 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat 
Monthly meeting, 7.30 pm

'The Current State of Rodenticide 
Research'

Speaker: Mike Lohr

Sunday 28 August: John Forrest 
National Park, Mundaring 
Half-day excursion (8.30 am – 12 pm) 
John Forrest National Park is located 
approximately 28 km east of Perth along the 
Great Eastern Highway. Turn off the highway 
into Park Road and follow it to the facilities 
area. If you have a National Parks pass 
bring it with you. Otherwise, entry is $15 
per vehicle or $8 per vehicle concession. 
Meet near the information board in the 
facilities area. We will follow walk and fire 
trails over undulating terrain and can expect 
to see a mix of the birds of the Jarrah 
forest and the drier Wandoo woodland 
areas, as both vegetation communities are 
represented in the park. On previous visits, 
between 40 and 50 species have been 
recorded. As this is a long, circular walk you 
may wish to carry something to eat/drink 
with you. 
Bring a chair and a cuppa to have while the 
bird list is compiled. 

Leader: Peter Sandilands 

Saturday 3 September: Yanchep 
National Park 
Half-day excursion 
Meet at the Lakeview picnic area inside the 
park at 8:30 am. Entry is $12 per vehicle 
or $6 per vehicle for seniors. Proceed 

through the entrance gate and go left at the 
roundabout. There is a large parking area 
and I suggest we meet near the covered 
barbecue area which is adjacent to the 
toilet block. There should be a variety of 
bushbirds and waterbirds. Yanchep National 
Park is part of the Northern Swan Coastal 
Plain KBA for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo. 
Bring a chair and morning tea to have while 
we do a combined bird list. 

Leader: Sue Abbotts 

Sunday 11 September: Bibra Lake, 
Cockburn 
Half-day excursion 
Meet at 7.30 am in the car park at the 
southern end of the lake, off Progress Drive. 
This is the car park nearest to the jetty and 
not far from Gwilliam Drive. Bibra Lake is 
a part of the Beeliar Wetlands chain and a 
large number of bushbirds and waterbirds 
can be seen here. Over 130 bird species 
have been recorded in this reserve. 
We will circumnavigate the lake which is 
an 8km long path and visit 2 bird hides on 
the way. The walk will take 3-4 hours and 
for those who don’t wish to walk the full 
distance, a car can be left at the half way 
mark, if you let the leader know. Bring 
water, hats and suitable footwear as snakes 
have been seen in the area. Bring also, a 
chair and morning tea to have while we do a 
combined bird list. 

Leader: Alan Watson 

Saturday 17 September: Collins Road, 
Flint 
Half-day excursion 
Meet at 8:00 am on Collins Road. Drive 
about 1 km from Brookton Highway and 
park on the left-hand side of Collins Road. 
The Collins Road turnoff is about 50 km 
from the junction of Brookton Highway 
and Canning Road, on the right-hand side 
coming from Perth. We will walk through 
this area of Wandoo woodland where 61 
species have been recorded. This is thought 
to be the closest breeding site to Perth of 
Blue-breasted Fairy-wren. Also, this area 
has an abundance of Rufous Treecreepers 
and frequently seen birds include Crested 
Shrike-tit, Restless Flycatcher and Western 
Yellow Robin. 
As there will be birds breeding here, 
members are asked to follow BirdLife 
guidelines regarding nesting birds. 
Bring a chair and morning tea to have while 
we do a combined bird list. 

Leader: Claire Gerrish 

Monday 19 September: Bold Park Eco 
Centre, 165 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat 
Monthly meeting, 7.30 pm

'Book and Ethical Birding'
Speaker: Georgina Steytler
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Thursday 22 September: Star Swamp, 
North Beach, Stirling 
Half-day excursion 
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park at the end 
of Mary Street, Waterman. To get there, 
turn off West Coast Highway at Mary Street, 
and drive to the car park. Alternatively, from 
Marmion Avenue, turn left into Beach Road, 
left into Ethel Street, and then left into Mary 
Street. 
Species that may be found here include 
Purple-backed Fairy-wren, White-winged 
Fairy-wren, Southern Boobook and 
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo. Star Swamp is 
part of the Northern Swan Coastal Plain 
Key Biodiversity Area (KBA) for Carnaby’s 
Black-Cockatoo and has Tuart and banksia 
woodland and heath. A variety of raptors 
and bushbirds can be seen. Over 70 species 
of birds have been recorded here. 
Bring a chair and morning tea to have while 
we do a combined bird list. 

Leader: Stella Stewart-Wynne 

Sunday 25 September: Canning River 
Regional Park, Wilson 
Half-day excursion 
Meet at 8.00 am at the Kent Street Weir 
car park. The walk follows a 5 km circuit 
along the Canning River, viewing a large 
selection of bush and waterbirds, hopefully 
with sightings of the elusive Spotless Crake. 
Over 110 species have been recorded in this 
area. 
Bring a chair and morning tea to have while 
we do a combined bird list. 

Leader: George Agar 

Sunday 2 October: Victoria Reservoir, 
Canning Mills 
Half-day excursion 
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park beside 
the information board at the entrance to 
the dam. From Perth, travel east along 
Welshpool Road and Welshpool Road East to 
the T-junction at Canning Road, turn right 
and travel for about 400 m to Masonmill 
Road. Continue along this road for about 
600 m, following the signs to the dam and 
the entrance to the car park. We will follow 
the walking track down to the dam. 
Bring a chair and morning tea to have while 
we do a combined bird list. 

Leader: Sue Abbotts 

Thursday 6 October: Baigup Wetlands, 
Bayswater 
Half-day Excursion 
Meet at 8:00 am at the car park near the 
Rowing Club at the end of Milne Street in 
Bayswater. Turn south-east off Guildford 
Road into Milne Street and follow this to the 
end, then turn right into the car park. There 
is a variety of waterbirds and bushbirds. 
Bring a chair and morning tea to have while 
we do a combined bird list. 

Leader: Penny Lee 

Monday 24 October: Bold Park Eco 
Centre, 165 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat 
Monthly meeting, 7.30 pm

'Microchipping Black Cockatoos'
Speaker: Kayley Usher

Coming events, ctd

Bird Art at Denmark Senior High School, page 28. Photo by Ian 
Abbott

White-bellied Sea-Eagle. Photo A.France

This bird, apparently a hybrid between a Little Corella and a Galah, 
was photographed in a Mandurah backyard. Photo by Phil Price
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Gang-gang Cockatoos listed as Endangered 
The Gang-gang Cockatoo, one of eastern Australia’s favourite birds, is a familiar species to many people, as it can often be 
seen foraging quietly in the parks and gardens of cities and towns during the autumn and winter months. However, despite 
this familiarity, the Gang-gang's creaking voice is becoming ever less commonly heard as its numbers have declined across 
its range in recent years. Accordingly, the species has now been added to Australia’s ever-growing list of threatened species, 
listed as Endangered. 
Like many species of cockatoos, it is in a perpetual competition with lots of other hollow-nesting species for suitable nest sites, 
and the species is known to have been in a steep decline for several years, but not sufficiently for it to have been considered 
threatened. But now it’s been pushed over the edge. Like so many species which have been added to the ‘threatened list’ 
recently, the main reason for its sudden decline was the devastating bushfires of the Black Summer of 2019–20, which burnt a 
large proportion of the species’ breeding range across the forests of Australia’s South East. 
BirdLife Australia is currently conducting field surveys to gain an understanding of how the Gang-gang is faring after a raft of 
remedial, post-fire recovery work has been undertaken. 

Mixed season for Orange-bellied Parrots 
Hopes for a bumper season were high last spring, when 70 Orange-bellied Parrots returned from mainland Australia to their 
Tasmanian breeding grounds. After they touched down, their numbers were supplemented with a couple of dozen captive-bred 
birds, and it was expected that breeding activity would boom in Tasmania’s South West. 
However, these burgeoning numbers didn’t translate into a record season at all, as only 18 breeding attempts were recorded 
across the entire spring–summer period. Nevertheless, these breeding attempts resulted in 70 chicks fledging from their 
nests, a very high rate of breeding success — indeed, it’s the second highest number of fledglings recorded since 2004. 
Compounding these mixed results, many of the birds left their breeding site early, rather than remaining there for the duration 
of the breeding season, as they usually do. Their fate is as yet unknown, but surveys on the Australian mainland during the 
cooler months may shed some light on their plight. 

From Across the Nullarbor
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Birdlife WA “Birds of the Wheatbelt” 
Project

AND
Cash for Containers

A new project is about to be launched in 
WA. “Birds of 

the Wheatbelt” will be commencing 
surveys in reserves 

and remnant bushland throughout the 
wheatbelt. 

Every Birdlife member can 
contribute.
Using the scheme is simplicity itself. 
Collect eligible containers and when 
convenient, return them to a collection 
point near you. 

One of the codes shown here can be 
read at the collection point to identify 
your containers for the Birdlife WA 
account. Simple.

Or look out for the flyer for more 
information

BirdLife Western Australia
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BirdLife Western Australia

SUMMARY OF COMING EVENTSSUMMARY OF COMING EVENTS

Sun 12 Jun: Tom Bateman Reserve, Thornlie

Sat 18 Jun: Wungong Gorge

Thu 23 Jun: Lightning Swamp, Noranda

Sun 26 Jun: Beenyup Swamp, Woodvale

Mon 27 Jun: Bold Park Eco Centre, Monthly meeting,

Sat 2 July:  Paganoni Swamp, Karnup

Sun 10 July: The Spectacles, Kwinana

Sat 16 July:  Lake Gwelup, Stirling

Sat 23 July:  Herdsman Lake, Stirling

Mon 25 July:  Bold Park Eco Centre, Monthly meeting

Sat 30 July:  Jandakot Regional Park, Harrisdale

Sat 6 Aug:  St Ronan’s Nature Reserve, York

Sat 13 Aug:  Lightning Swamp, Noranda

Tue 16 Aug:  Little Rush Lake, Yangebup

Sun 21 Aug:  Bickley Brook, Orange Grove

Mon 22 Aug:  Bold Park Eco Centre, Monthly meeting

Sun 28 Aug:  John Forrest National Park, Mundaring

Sat 3 Sep:  Yanchep National Park

Sun 11 Sep:  Bibra Lake, Cockburn

Sat 17 Sep:  Collins Road, Flint

Mon 19 Sep:  Bold Park Eco Centre, Monthly meeting

Thur 22 Sep:  Star Swamp, North Beach, Stirling

Sun 25 Sep:  Canning River Regional Park, Wilson

Sun 2 Oct:  Victoria Reservoir, Canning Mills

Mon 24 Oct:  Bold Park Eco Centre,Monthly meeting

Thu 6 Oct:  Baigup Wetlands, Bayswater

CROSSWORD NO. 51 ANSWERS

ACROSS

1 pride, 3 Egretta, 7 sulphur-crested, 10 iridescent, 11 root, 13 observer, 17 children, 18 teal, 19 syndactyl, 23 peaceful, 25 escalate, 
26 finally

DOWN

1 pasture, 2 depart, 4 grebes, 5 entice, 6 quailthrush, 8 crimson, 9 donate, 12 orbital, 14 skua, 15 vary, 16 rim, 17 cattle, 20 nape, 
21 ploy, 22 ear, 24 era
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Eyre Bird Observatory Bird Appreciation Course, page 40. Photo 
by A. Morgan

Ray Marshall Park Excursion, page 34. Photo by Penny Lee Credo Campout, page 31. Photo by J. Gupta

From The Field

Ashfield Flats Excursion, page 34. Photo by Penny Lee


