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Front cover by David Free
Until a couple of weeks ago, when we saw four, we had never seen more than one Sacred Kingfisher at Lake Claremont. Imagine
our delight this morning (22nd January), when we spotted seven on one tree! We assume they are a family group. There should
be plenty of suitable nesting hollows in the dead tree stumps at the lake.

Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 181 March 2022

Page 3

BIRD WEEK AT EYRE – 2021 (‘BIRDS AND FIRE
IN THE MALLEE’)
Introduction
Rainfall is an essential component for any natural area
recovering from a damaging fire. It is even more important
for locations in arid and semi-arid regions where the amount
of rainfall received is lower and can vary greatly from year to
year.
Eyre Bird Observatory is located in a semi-arid region but its
position near the coast and below the Hampton Scarp means
it often receives more rainfall than places further inland such
as Cocklebiddy. Frontal systems moving along the south coast
provide much of Eyre’s rain while Cocklebiddy is more reliant
on thunderstorms. As the area burnt by the fire in late 2016
extends from near the coast to approximately 6 km from the
Eyre Highway, the vegetation that grows across that transect
reflects the rainfall variation. The long-term average for Eyre
is 315 mm (Australia BoM 2022a) and during the two years
following the 2016 fire, recorded average to above average
rainfall (323.5 mm in 2017 and 414.3 mm in 2018) (Australia
BoM 2022b).

were numerous small seedlings that had taken longer to get
established. Particularly important among these is the Native
Cypress (Callitris preissii ssp. verrucosa) which was present at
all burnt sites. This species is normally killed by fire even when
not completely burnt although a few survivors at site RP1 had
been scorched on one side but were growing quite normally
on the other. Other types of plants with seedlings included
mallees, hakeas and acacias.

Insects

Harry Recher, referring to an intense wildfire in Kings Park
near Perth, ‘speculated that, despite the vigour of the
regrowth vegetation, the poor nutrient status of the soil
prevented a parallel increase in arthropods’ (Woinarski and
Recher 1997). As the soils around Eyre are somewhat similar,
this could explain the low numbers of avian insectivores
recorded during the previous visit. The numbers of
insectivores had not really changed this visit although there
was some variation in species. Insects were more noticeable
on all the burnt sites but were not necessarily those needed
to sustain the birds. At site HT2, insect damage to the leaves
of re-sprouting mallee (Eucalyptus) species was noted. During
this visit at least three species of ants were recorded at
HT2, a species of wasp at HT4, a scorpion at RP1 and ants,
grasshoppers and native cockroaches at RP2.

Reptiles

These animals are still very scarce at the burnt sites with the
only sightings being of an unknown species of skink at HT2,
HT4 and RP2. At the unburnt sites there were many sightings,
particularly of the very active Spotted Military Dragon
(Ctenophorus maculatus). The Shingle-back Lizard (bobtail)
(Tiliqua rugosa) was seen at a number of sites as well.

Birds

Figure 1. View from the top of the escarpment at Site HT4
looking south-east towards Site RP1. After almost five years,
there is a touch of green in this grey, sandy landscape. Photo
by Alfred Lau.

In the previous report on this course, it was stated that
‘re-colonization by the smaller, non-nomadic and ground
frequenting species could take longer to reach the original
burnt area’ (Sandilands 2019). This was due in part to the
fires of 2017 extending the burnt areas to the west and east.
Any re-colonization that does occur would be likely to come
from those directions as well as from the unburnt coastal
strip around the observatory. North of the burnt areas the
vegetation becomes much sparser as the edge of the Nullarbor

That rainfall enabled regrowth and recovery to occur, and
which was recorded during the previous visit by this course
(Sandilands 2019). Since then, the rainfall has been a little
more variable with a drought year in 2019 (175.6 mm)
followed by an above average year in 2020 (417.1 mm) and
a below average year in 2021 (257.3mm) (Australia BoM
2022b). Despite that variation, the regrowth and recovery of
the vegetation in the burnt areas has been noticeable with
little or no change recorded in unburnt areas (Figure 1).
However, the site closest to the Eyre Highway, which is an
unburnt site, showed considerable recovery of the bluebush
and saltbush. Anecdotal evidence from the local kangaroo
shooter provided by Caretaker Hugh Crisp (pers. comm.
Oct 2021) indicates that the large numbers of Western Grey
Kangaroo that used to cause so much damage there had
moved eastwards towards Madura. Many of the small mallees
were in bud at this site as well.
At the burnt sites many of the pioneer species of plants
that had appeared immediately after the fire and were so
much in evidence in 2018 were dying off. Around them there
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Figure 2. Site HT2 looking east. Photo by Peter Sandilands.
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Bird Week at Eyre – 2021 (‘Birds and Fire in the Mallee’), ctd
A small number of species have spread across almost the
entire study area including two small insectivores – Weebill
and Yellow-rumped Pardalote (sub-species of Spotted),
three medium to large omnivores Grey Shrike-thrush, Grey
Currawong and Grey Butcherbird and one honeyeater that
survives quite well on insects, White-eared Honeyeater.
Although White-fronted Honeyeaters were present at most
sites, this species is considered a nomad rather than a
resident of the area. Most other species seen were recorded
on the previous visit. A few migratory species such as Pallid
Cuckoo, Rainbow Bee-eater and White-winged Triller were also
observed. Table 1 shows a brief comparison results 58 months
post-fire.

Figure 3. Site RP2 looking south-east across the North Track.
Note the erosion of the track below the original soil surface.
Photo by Peter Sandilands.
Plain is approached and would be unlikely to provide those
species that have been removed by the fire.
This year, a real highlight was the observation of Blue-breasted
Fairy-wrens at the two burnt sites below the escarpment.
The unburnt coastal strip is the nearest unburnt area where
these could have come from. As a species that is considered
to be endemic to and dependent upon mallee vegetation,
it is believed that it is ‘restricted to habitats that have not
been burnt for at least 15-20 years’ (Benshemesh 1990). In
addition, Schodde mentions that the dispersal of many mallee
species is quite often over short distances (Schodde, 1990).
However, in less than five years, moves of at least 2km and
6km to reach those sites, is a great achievement for small,
relatively sedentary birds. Overall, very few small insectivores
and ground frequenting birds have re-colonised the study
area. To the observer, any movement or call is noticeable in
this quiet environment.
‘Although bird species diversity
in mallee regions can be high,
diversity in mallee vegetation
itself is comparatively low and
bird density also is often low’
(Menkhorst & Bennett 1990)
except when there are large
flowering events or where
there is a reliable source of
water. Add to this the effects
of a large, intense fire as well
as less than perfect weather
conditions on the days fieldwork
was undertaken and the low
number of species recorded
in some instances is quite
understandable. Open country
birds such as Nankeen Kestrel,
Yellow-throated Miner and Blackfaced Cuckoo-shrike and Masked
Woodswallow again dominated
site HT2 (Figure 2) but were
absent from sites on or below
(south) of the scarp.
The sites on or below the scarp
(Figure 3) still appear to be a
year or two in front of site HT2.

Figure 4. Major Mitchell’s Cockatoo eating a ripe Quandong
at Eyre Bird Observatory. Photo by Peter Sandilands
Between the two courses a site (RP3) to the west of the
observatory that had not been checked since the 2016 fire was
visited. The fire had burnt beyond the northern and western
edges, leaving the site intact. A survey was carried out and
the details are included in Table 1.

Figure 5. Lechenaultia formosa on the
dune crest at Site HT4. Photo by Alfred
Lau.
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A couple of known Malleefowl mound sites in the
burnt area to the north of that site were also
visited. The loss of almost all vegetation followed
by a number of wet winters has seen the mounds
eroded away to almost nothing. It is likely that
this is the case for most mounds in the burnt
area. As the vegetation recovery continues and
the Malleefowl eventually re-colonise the area, the
searches for mounds that had been so diligently
carried out by Rod Smith and his team as well
as the Malleefowl Preservation Group (Dennings
2006) in the past will have to be started again
from the beginning.

2021 Course
Due to the number of people wishing to attend this
course, a second course was arranged and quickly
filled. However, as is so often the case with courses
at Eyre Bird Observatory, last minute withdrawals
left vacancies that were not able to be filled.
The second week of the course contributed one
Australian Backyard Bird Count (ABBC) per day to
the national event. Each afternoon, after returning
from the field, we used the simple expedient of
sitting on the back verandah of the observatory
with cheese, biscuits and drink in hand and
recording whatever was in front of us for twenty
minutes. A small contribution of 198 birds of 16
species.
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Bird Week at Eyre – 2021 (‘Birds and Fire in the Mallee’), ctd
Weather data below are from Australia BoM (2022c).
Week 1:

10 – 16 October, 2021

The remaining participants on the first course arrived on
Sunday afternoon and were greeted by the Caretakers before
being shown around the observatory and settling in. Everyone
then gathered on the back verandah for a briefing on the
events that led to development of the course and an outline
of the coming week’s activities. Additional information was
provided to assist in understanding the birds of the mallee.
This was followed by a delicious dinner and good night’s sleep.
What better preparation for the busy days ahead?
Day 1: Monday 11 October
Temperature – Min. 2.8°C. Max. 23.7°C. No rain. Wind 26 kph
ENE.
Overcast but pleasant conditions for a number of walks in
the vicinity of the observatory to appreciate the relatively
untouched mallee vegetation while looking for and identifying
bird species. The easy to identify Major Mitchell’s Cockatoos
(Figure 4) were a highlight for all. Others that caught people’s
attention were the elegant but very wary Brush Bronzewings,
the constant beeping of the Yellow-rumped Pardalotes (subspecies of Spotted), the cat-like noises of the White-browed
Babblers and the noisy clanking of the Grey Currawongs. .
Day 2: Tuesday 12 October
Temperature – Min. 10.9°C. Max. 17.3°C. No rain. Wind 26
kph SW.
A clear but cold day – the lowest maximum for the month. The
group visited the old Burnabbie station in an extension of the
previous day’s activities and to look at the east side of the fire
scar below the escarpment. The strong wind, which raised a
lot of dust, contributed to few species of birds being recorded.

Brief glimpses of some of the small, insectivorous species
caused much discussion about their identification features.
On the return trip some firewood for the observatory was
collected from the edge of the burnt area outside the nature
reserve.
Day 3:

Another cool day with even stronger winds as the group
travelled to sites between the Eyre Highway and the
escarpment. The recovery of the vegetation at the burnt sites
was noted along with any bird species. A Tawny Frogmouth
was steadfastly brooding its two chicks even as the branch
the nest was on was moving around in the wind. The Yellowthroated Miner was the species most often seen or heard but
even the numbers of those were lower due to the conditions.
Day 4:

Site

Description

Burn
Status

HT1

Open plain with scattered
shrubs and small trees. Strong
regrowth of bluebush and
saltbush due to kangaroos
having moved on.

HT2

Open mallee woodland with
patches of bluebush and
saltbush. Pioneer plant species
dying off. Strong resprouting of
mallees, some insect damaged,
and many new seedlings.

Burnt

100

12

5

HT4

Open mallee woodland along
edge of scarp with dunefield to
north-west. Pioneer plant
species dying off. Many small
Native Cypress seedlings. Also,
some Adenanthos forrestii and
Hakea nitida . Healthy new
growth but slow coverage of
bare areas.

Burnt

100

12

3

RP1

Open mallee woodland. Pioneer
plant species dying off. Many
small Native Cypress seedlings.
Also, acacias and hakeas. New
growth is healthy but coverage
of bare areas has slowed.

RP2

Open mallee woodland. Pioneer
plant species dying off. Many
young seedlings including
Native Cypress. Dense regrowth
was an impediment to
movement in places.

RP3

Aging open mallee woodland
with large amounts of leaf litter
Unburnt
and bark strips. Very few young
plants.

RP4

Open mallee woodland along
edge of scarp with greater
amounts of bluebush and
saltbush as distance from the
scarp increases.

Unburnt

Burnt

Burnt

Unburnt

0

70

90

0

0

8

13

15

14

25

8

Another windy morning which lessened after lunch. While
waiting for the tide to reach a safe level for the beach count
to be conducted, the group took some time out to explore the
dunes while still recording some of the more common species
of the coastal vegetation such as White-browed Scrubwren,
New Holland and Singing Honeyeaters and Silvereye. Everyone
participated in the beach count after lunch, which was a real
highlight with six species of migratory waders being recorded,
including three very obliging Oriental Plovers that allowed
photographs to be taken. Australian Pied Oystercatchers and
Red-capped Plovers were seen with dependent young, and an
Osprey surprised us with an impressive flyover.

13

10

5

3

8

Larger insectivorous species only,
particularly Yellow-throated Miners.
Many Masked Woodswallows
overhead (2nd week). One raptor.

1

6

One small and two medium
insectivores. Many Masked
Woodswallows overhead (2nd
week)

8

9

12

A reasonable mix of small and
medium species including a number
of honeyeaters. Three species of
small insectivores including Bluebreasted Fairy-wren. Spotted
Pardalote nesting. No granivorous
species recorded. One raptor.

11

A reasonable mix of small and
medium species including a number
of honeyeaters. Five species of
small insectivores including Bluebreasted Fairy-wren. No
granivorous species recorded.
Good number of species recorded
but in fairly low numbers. Some
may have moved into the burnt
areas as regrowth continues.

16

N/A

22

Comments

Although dry, expected species for
the weather and conditions were
seen. Of particular note were the
large numbers of Yellow-throated
Miners. One raptor.

5

10

16

Thursday 14 October

Temperature – Min. 12.2°C. Max. 20.3°C. Rain 1.4 mm. Wind
31 kph SW.

Table 1. Comparison of selected sites near Eyre Bird Observatory 58 months post-fire.
No. of species seen in
October
Burn
Before
After fire
%
fire
2018
2021
Wk 1 Wk 2
Average

Wednesday 13 October

Temperature – Min. 9.5°C. Max. 18.9°C. Rain 2.6mm. Wind 37
kph WSW.

Strong winds and raised dust kept
many species low in the vegetation
making observation and recording
difficult. Expected suite of species
for the weather and conditions
were seen.

Day 5:

Friday 15 October

Temperature – Min. 12.9°C. Max. 22.9°C. No rain.
Wind 9 kph ESE.
Fire affected sites between the escarpment and the
observatory were visited during the morning. The
vegetation recovery is more advanced at these sites
than at those above the escarpment. This, combined
with the nicer weather conditions, contributed to
more birds of more species being observed and
recorded. The afternoon was spent birding around
the observatory.
A very convivial end of course dinner prepared
by Michelle was enjoyed by all and a birthday
celebrated. A competition to guess the total number
of species that would be seen during the course
was held with the prize — a year’s subscription
to ‘EyreWaves’ — going to the winner. A total of
46 species were seen and Fiona won the prize
with a ‘guesstimate’ of 43. The Course Facilitator
was presented with a very nice gift by the course
participants, and it was greatly appreciated. Thank
you.
Week 2: 17 – 23 October, 2021

Unfortunately, two participants were delayed and
joined the course at lunchtime on Monday. The
remainder arrived, settled in, and attended the
course briefing. One person, who shall remain
nameless, remembered to bring the beer but forgot
the camera. Some would say they had their priorities
right; others might disagree.
Day 1: Monday 18 October
Temperature – Min. 10.6°C. Max. 31.4°C. No rain.
Wind 19 kph SE.
Good conditions for birding during the walks in the
vicinity of the observatory. Over thirty species were
recorded, including some migratory ones such as
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo, Rainbow Bee-eater and

Bird Week at Eyre – 2021 (‘Birds and Fire in the Mallee’), ctd
White-winged Triller. A Whiskered Tern, not often recorded
near Eyre, was seen on the beach section of one of the walks.
The first of our daily Australian Backyard Bird Counts (ABBC)
was completed in the late afternoon.
Day 2:

Tuesday 19 October

Temperature – Min. 18.4°C. Max. 34.9°C. No rain. Wind 35
kph NNE.
Hot early with a strong breeze did not bode well for the visit
to Burnabbie. On the way there, a flock of approximately 40
Masked Woodswallows was seen above the North Track. Not
many species of birds were recorded at the old station, mainly
small insectivores keeping low in the vegetation to avoid the
wind. The temperatures experienced were almost the exact
opposite of the previous Tuesday, neither being pleasant for
birds or man. An ABBC was completed in the late afternoon
upon our return to the observatory.
Day 3:

Wednesday 20 October

Temperature – Min. 14.4°C. Max. 24.9°C. Rain 6.6 mm. Wind
44 kph NW.
Rain overnight took the dust out of the atmosphere. This
improved clarity over distance while looking for bird species
at sites between the Eyre Highway and the escarpment. The
strong winds caused many birds to stay low in the vegetation.
When they did fly, considerable trouble accurately going where
intended was noted. This was highlighted when a group of
Australian Magpies tried to harass a soaring Wedge-tailed
Eagle with minimal impact due to their wayward attacks.
The Tawny Frogmouth was still brooding its two chicks as it
had been the previous week. However, the entire tree was
in motion and it was a wonder the nest did not fall out. The
Yellow-throated Miner was the most common species at the
first site. After that, it was groups of Masked Woodswallows
flying overhead. See the results section at the end of the
report for details. A magnificent display of orange-red
Lechenaultia on the sand dune site above the escarpment
(Figure 5) showed everyone the beauty that can occur even in
semi-arid environments.
Day 4:

Thursday 21 October

Temperature – Min. 6.5°C. Max. 24.5°C. No rain. Wind 4 kph
SSW.
After a cold night, a glorious day for birdwatching! In the
morning, the group split up and went in various directions.
Everyone returned for lunch and most had seen at least one
species of bird of prey – Nankeen Kestrel, Australian Hobby,
White-bellied Sea-Eagle. The beach count was conducted after
lunch. Only three species of migratory wader were recorded
this week but the highlight for all – and a tick on the life list
for some – were the three Inland Dotterels (two adults and
one juvenile). Another interesting sighting was an Australian
Shelduck near Nine Mile.
Day 5:

Friday 22 October

Temperature – Min. 14.8°C. Max. 21.7°C. No rain. Wind 13
kph SSW.
We visited the two sites below the escarpment to assess
recovery of the vegetation and look for bird species. The group
spread out more than at the same time the previous week,
allowing us to cover more ground. Blue-breasted Fairy-wrens
were located at both sites – an important record given the
lack of ground-frequenting species across the burnt areas.
The afternoon was spent birding near the observatory. Then
an ABBC was completed before everyone enjoyed another
delicious dinner. Sixty-two species of birds were seen during
the week. Rita won the prize of a year’s subscription to
‘EyreWaves’, with a ‘guesstimate’ of 59.
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Saturday 23 October:
The course participants had all departed by 10 am. As the
Caretakers hadn’t been able to participate in large parts of the
two previous weeks and the weather was excellent for birding,
that is what we did. The most uncommon species seen was
a Whimbrel. Another ABBC count was completed in the late
afternoon.
Sunday 24 October:
Warmer than the previous day but still good for birding. A
count was conducted at Wader Beach with three migratory
species recorded as well as two species of egret and heron,
two species of oystercatcher and large numbers of Greater
Crested Terns. The final ABBC count for the week was
completed upon return.

Epilogue
Even though the weather wasn’t as good as we would have
liked during the courses, two groups of people with diverse
life experiences generally worked well together and hopefully
enjoyed themselves as much as I enjoyed working with them,
hearing their stories and studying the recovery of a small part
of this remote wilderness area.
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BirdLife WA Committees
Chair’s Annual Report, BirdLife Western Australia
The Chair’s annual report usually provides a summary of
the year just gone and plans for the years ahead. And there
is certainly a lot to say about the year just gone. BirdLife
WA has had all its usual activities such as excursions and
campouts and meetings, we have operated successfully
around the spectre of Covid 19, we saw the departure of longstanding Office Manager Annette Park, to be replaced by the
excellent Christine Shaw, we have seen the establishment of a
Research Advisory Group (with the delightful acronym RAG),
we have supported the project staff in their ongoing work
on black-cockatoos, waders and bitterns, and we have been
increasingly active in the advocacy space through the efforts
largely of Mark Henryon and Viv Read. In conjunction with
the WA Naturalists’ Club, we have progressed in planning for
new accommodation with our landlord (the Botanic Gardens
and Parks Authority). Towards the middle of the year, we
were thrilled by the generosity of the family of the late Alison
and John Doley who donated $1 million for which we are
developing a wheatbelt-focussed conservation project. There
have, of course, been challenges: we are moving towards
using Eventbrite to get members (and non-members) to
register for events, and plans are underway for Western
Australian Bird Notes to transition towards a digital format.
It is fairly easy to see what the future holds just by looking
at what has happened recently; and by reading other reports
from the active and talented people who make up BirdLife
Australia in WA, whether they be volunteers or staff. However,
at the end of what has turned out to be my seventh year as
Chair of the WA Branch, I feel I have earned the right for some
introspection. I could add that the years as Chair are on top of
over a decade on the WA Branch Executive Committee, and six
years on the National Board.
BirdLife Australia was established as the Australasian
Ornithologists’ Union (yes, the apostrophe was there initially)
in the year the Australian colonies formed a federation. Its
first actions were focussed on the conservation of birds.
Specifically, the group targeted the trade in egret plumes
that were collected, at great cost to egrets, to decorate
hats. Compared with modern conservation battles, that
was probably an easy one. The group brought together
professionals and amateurs because the study of birds is one
of those spheres of science that has always been open. The
name may have changed, but that hasn’t. The aims of the

What a Great Bird Quiz Night!
The Executive initiative of a Quiz night for our end of
year event was a fun experience. Expertly compiled and
presented by Brendan, Rochelle and Jen with Brendan doing
a professional job as MC and quizmaster. The night started
with a serious decision of “which table had the best food”
and two tables were deemed to be winners! The Quiz was
divided into different categories which involved identifying
Australian birds, using truncated slides, based on various
features including babies, sex, bottoms and specific facts.
Few were easy and several really hard. By the end of the
evening the ‘young professionals’ table were clear winners
and the rest of us more or less equivalent. The open quiz on
the single non-hyphenated A-Z names of Australian birds sent
many scrabbling for their phones where there was a dispute
on classification and validity, for example Cassowary for “C”
disallowed (Northern and Southern) and others which left the
night on a high note.
Well done to the organisers and MANY THANKS.
Lorraine Marshall
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organisation have also not really changed; the RAOU, Birds
Australia or BirdLife Australia has always been a conservation
and research organisation in roughly equal measure. It has
never been a bird-watching club, even though bird watching is
often what brings us together. Once you notice birds, begin to
watch them, studying them and protecting them are a natural
progression.
I joined in the late 1970s after I met the legendary Stephen
Davies, who paraphrased John F. Kennedy to capture what
it means to be a member of BA: “ask not what BA can
do for you; ask what you can do for BA”. It’s a line worth
remembering. Organisations like BA exist because they give
individuals a voice and a means to make a difference.
The late 1970s and early 1980s were years of the first Atlas
and the South West Waterbird Project, of the early years of
the Australasian Wader Studies Group, and of the WA Branch
really taking shape. I was invited to join the BWA committee in
about 1993 (I really can’t remember, it’s not important), and
maybe the rest is history. So what has that history taught me,
that I feel I have a right to introspection?
At the end of the day, it must always be about what is best for
the birds. The challenge is often understanding exactly what
that means! And what that means is that it is not actually
about the birds at all. They are the end, but the means to
the end is what matters. And the means to the end is people.
It didn’t take me long to work that out, and probably many
others worked it out long before me. BA would be nothing
without people. Furthermore, the aims of BA would be nothing
without people. And I feel that is the biggest challenge for us
going forward. It is great to have three or four project officers,
a committee of five who plan excursions, and 50 people at
a talk. It is even better when 1000 people sign up for the
Great Cocky Count, and literally tens of thousands of people
contribute to the Aussie Backyard Bird Count (ABBC). And
yet, a constant comment (complaint?) I have heard over the
years is that BA is invisible. We preach to the converted quite
well, we run some useful projects and we tantalise the public
with the ABBC, but we desperately need to find more ways to
engage with the broader community who are not birdwatchers,
who may never be birdwatchers, but who we need to notice
the birds. In a world that really does seem to be changing in
ways we have not witnessed before, that is our challenge.
Mike Bamford

Advertising rates in
Western Australian Bird Notes

(as at February 2021 and subject to change without notice)

Full colour
A4 page
$200.00 one-off, or
$150.00 per page if placed in four consecutive issues:
½ page:
$100.00 one-off, or
$75.00 per issue if placed in four consecutive issuesBlack-and-white
A4 page
$100.00
½ page:
$55.00
¼ page:
$35.00
Please include original graphics for your advertisement when
you reply
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BirdLife WA Conservation Program
Carnaby's Black-Cockatoo Nest Monitoring
Last Thursday (20/01/2022) I found another nestling in an
artificial tube at Marlee Reserve. It would have been about two
weeks old, which means it will fledge in March. This leads me
to conclude that we officially had a long breeding season for
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo with the first reports of breeding
in Kalbarri dating from June last year. I officially concluded
monitoring for last year’s breeding season, as I will now have
to plan for next season with these dates in mind.
The last monitoring trips I did were in Torbay, Margaret
River and Albany. In Torbay, I joined Pip Tilbrook from the
catchment group for that area and monitored several tubes
in that coastal area. We know that Carnaby’s definitely breed
there and are keen to find out more. In Margaret River and
Augusta, this was very much the same. We know that all
three species of black-cockatoos in south west WA breed in
the area but our site locations are sparse. From BirdLife’s
point of view, it would be beneficial to get more sites in these
areas documented. This will result in a more encompassing

database. Breeding locations for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos
add an extra layer of protection to surrounding habitat,
beneficial for black-cockatoos and other species
It is therefore my goal for the next breeding season to survey
new areas that are likely to have breeding activity. For this I
will be working closely with local landholders and staff of the
NRM regions. I will be targeting more south western regions
to try and fill in the gaps and hopefully gain more knowledge
on the activity of these species in these areas. If you have any
information on potential breeding activity anywhere between
Busselton, Nannup, Denmark and Margaret River, please get in
touch with me and I will follow it up (sam.rycken@birdlife.org.
au).
Here's to a good 2022 and another great year for the cockies
with plenty of rain in spring and no fires in summer!!
Dr Sam Rycken
WA Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo Coordinator

Proposed Great Western Woodlands (GWW) Autumn 2022 Survey Program.
“The Woodlands are calling me and I must go!”
April 25 - 28 — Karroun Hill
Karroun Hill is the GWW survey area which is
the nearest to Perth. Large areas are suitable for
camping, with marvellous Salmon Gum woodlands
and a variety of other habitats with Acacia, Callitris,
various eucalypts and mallee. Birds you may
see include Australian Bustard, Major Mitchell’s
Cockatoo, Malleefowl and Black Honeyeater. Part of
the survey route follows the Vermin Proof Fence.
May 9 - 13 — Helena and Aurora Range
followed by Credo
The Helena and Aurora Range lies north east of
Southern Cross, and is a magnificent banded
ironstone formation with spectacular rock
formations and scenery. Salmon Gum woodlands,
shrubland, mallee and spinifex, together with a
large range of bird species occur here. Possibilities
include Ground Cuckoo-shrike, Major Mitchell’s
Cockatoo, Rufous Fieldwren, Shy Heathwren and
Western Yellow Robin.
Credo Station lies north west of Coolgardie and
is an ex-pastoral station which has a variety of
habitats ranging from Eremophila and bluebush
shrubland to Salmon Gum and Blackbutt woodland,
granite outcrops and Rowles Lagoon all of which
host a wide variety of bird species. Possible bird
sightings include Black-tailed Native-hen, Ground
Cuckoo-shrike, Orange Chat and Scarlet-chested
Parrot.
May 23 - 27 — Frank Hann/ Peak Charles
Low heathland greets the surveyor on entering
Frank Hann from Lake King. As one travels east,
the vegetation changes to Allocasuarina shrubland,
Salmon Gum woodland and mallee. There is a
pleasant campsite at Lilian Stokes Rock at survey
point FH4, and a small public campsite at the
eastern end near Peak Charles. Twelve raptor
species could be seen, as well as five night bird
species and many different honeyeaters. Malleefowl
and the eastern subspecies of the Western Rosella
have been recorded. Other possibilities include
Rufous Fieldwren and Southern Scrub-robin
amongst others.
For more information contact the
Coordinators at gww@birdlife.org.au

Join us for the
Great Cocky Count
3 April 2022
BLACK-COCKATOOS NEED
YOUR HELP!
Join us as we carry out our annual survey of blackcockatoos across southwest WA to gain a better
understanding of these unique and threatened species.
It’s simple, fun and every survey counts!

WHEN: Sunday 3 April at sunset

(5.30 - 7pm in Perth, other locations may vary)

WHERE: a cockatoo ‘night roost’ near you
FOUND A ROOST SITE?
Roost sites are places where black-cockatoos come to
rest at night. We need to find as many as possible, for
both white-tailed and red-tailed cockies. Call or email
to tell us about it!

Photos: Keith Lightbody

REGISTER ONLINE AT:
https://forms.gle/QaL9yJUCN3PsBYvk7

Please be aware
registrations close 3
weeks before the event
(Sunday 13 March)

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
Great Cocky Count Coordinator
E greatcockycount@birdlife.org.au
P 0424 735 770

The Great Cocky Count is supported by
funding from the Alcoa Foundation

Cocky Notes
Alcoa Community Black-Cockatoo Recovery
Project update
It was a busy end to 2021, rounded off with the BirdLife
WA Black-Cockatoo Symposium which focussed on the
three threatened species of black-cockatoo that call southwest WA home. The symposium was held in Mandurah in
December and featured presentations from a range of experts
and conservationists on some of the latest research and
conservation initiatives occurring in the south-west. See below
article for a full recap of the symposium and presentations.
White-tailed Black-Cockatoos are regular visitors to St Ives
Thank you to all who attended and shared in the event. Thank Murdoch Retirement Village, but our birdbath was really bombarded
you also to Landcare SJ for organising a visit from Carnaby Bill recently by 20 very thirsty cockies. Photo by Mel Austin
at afternoon tea to make sure everyone was still awake! The
symposium came as a timely reminder of the many threats
Dr Mike Craig from The University of Western Australia spoke
and challenges these charismatic birds face, with the recently
on the problems arising with the reduction in water availability
published Action Plan for Australian Birds 2020 recommending due to climate change. The results of the work done in the
that Baudin’s Black-Cockatoo be upgraded from endangered to Jarrah forest of the south-west, a region experiencing a recent
critically endangered status.
25% decline in rainfall, suggest that artificial water points can
be an effective management tool to offset reductions in water
With the start of the new year, our focus has once again
availability. The work showed that nests were significantly
turned to the organisation of the next Great Cocky Count.
closer to both permanent and ephemeral drink sites. This
Registrations are now open via google forms - https://forms.
revelation reminded me of the suggestion some years ago
gle/QaL9yJUCN3PsBYvk7. The count is scheduled to take
that nest hollows were the limiting factor in the survival of
place on the evening of Sunday 3rd April, with registrations
closing on March 13th to give us time to allocate all registrants Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos. This was, and has continued to
be addressed as was explained in Francis Smit’s talk on
to sites across the southwest. As always, we encourage as
the development and manufacture of COCKATUBE artificial
many people as possible to sign up to continue this annual
survey and to make this year bigger and better than ever. It is hollows. Francis is Executive Office of Landcare SJ, well known
since 2005 and working closely with research that has been
through the amazing contribution of thousands of volunteers
over the last twelve years that this important long-term citizen done on these artificial nests.
science survey continues to provide vital information on the
Then on to the practical side of conservation effort with
population trends of south-west black-cockatoos, as well as
Rick Dawson who has been working on black-cockatoos
the identification of critical habitat. To find out more about
for 23 years, first as a Wildlife Officer with DBCA and now a
the GCC head to our website at https://www.birdlife.org.au/
consultant. He has installed and monitored more than 360
projects/southwest-black-cockatoo-recovery/great-cockyartificial hollows and successfully repaired 200+ natural
count-swbc.
hollows. His experience places him in the ideal position to
advise on the development of artificial hollows, particularly
The Alcoa Community Black-Cockatoo Recovery Project is
with the published results of both artificial and natural hollows
supported through funding from the Alcoa Foundation.
in the eight-year study at Coomallo. Dr Sam Rycken,
Merryn Pryor
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo Coordinator for BirdLife, talked
WA Black-Cockatoo Coordinator
about the fieldwork involved with the breeding program. He
outlined what BirdLife is aiming to achieve with this work.

Black-Cockatoo Symposium 2021

Sharing information about a threatened species is seen as
essential in conservation recovery. With such limited resources
we don’t want to be re-inventing the wheel. Therefore it was
timely that BirdLife Western Australia was able to organise
and successfully run the third black-cockatoo Symposium on
the 7th December 2021. This event was held in the Mandurah
Performing Arts Centre, ideal for the occasion with a good
auditorium capable of accommodating the hundred or so
attendees and plenty of space for information desks, displays,
catering and informal meetings.
Funding from the Alcoa Foundation through the Alcoa
Community Black-cockatoo Recovery Project supported this
event. BirdLife has partnered with Alcoa in this project and
Alcoa’s environmental scientist Dr Justine Barker explained
the project aims of raising awareness and building knowledge
through a range of citizen science activities, and restoring
nesting and food habitat across the Kwinana, Peel and upper
south west regions. She also provided an insight to managing
the interface between bauxite mining and black-cockatoo
habitat in the northern Jarrah forest, thus reducing the impact
on these threatened birds.
Dr Kris Warren from Murdoch University spoke of the long
term research on the health, demographics and ecology of
the three black-cockatoo species. The data collected through
tracking tagged birds have enabled a better understanding of
habitat use and flock movement through the landscape.
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 181 March 2022

BirdLife WA works closely with the Peel-Harvey Catchment
Council on several areas of bird conservation, not the least
black-cockatoos, so Megan LeRoy’s talk on their Protecting
WA Black Cockatoo Project showed how it plays a key role
in supporting landholders in the catchment to manage and
improve the habitat values of black-cockatoo nesting and
feeding sites. The PHCC is working with landholders, BirdLife
WA and community groups in this project.
Some of these speakers had presented or been present
at all three black-cockatoo symposia, not the least the
chair of the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and
Attractions (DBCA) recovery team, David Mitchell. Under the
Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016, DBCA has responsibilities
for the conservation of threatened species such as the blackcockatoos. So advice is sought from DBCA on planning and
environmental impact assessment by various decision making
authorities. He pointed out the willingness of many people
and organisations to contribute to the conservation of these
species. A positive note towards the end of the day.
The value of providing a focus for all organisations and
individuals concerned with the conservation of black-cockatoos
cannot be underestimated. One could feel confident that
most of the attendees at the Symposium went away with new
knowledge, new ideas and new people to add to the network
of black-cockatoo lovers.
Suzanne Mather
BirdLife WA volunteer
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Birdlife WA New Members

BIRDLIFE WA NEW MEMBERS
16 OCT 2021 TO 31 JAN 2022
Wayne Anderson

Howard Gray

Naomi Blondel

Paul Jarvis

Lee Boyett

Pete Kinny

Lynne Brighton

Anne Kuhl

Jennie Carter

Kathryn Levey

Kathryn Choules

Thomas Lubin

Jennifer Christenson

David Masters

Nettie Clarke

Margaret Matassa

Traci Coates

Andrew McKenzie

Peter Creighton

Gaia McNeil

Margaret Cyster

Julie Mills

Michelle Dujmovic

Mark Richardson

Anne Fagan

Sally Rogers

Michael Farquhar

Chris Rtshiladze

Karlie Fleming

Christine Shaw

Rebecca Gallahar

Gray Stead

Sandie Gillard

Sue Stopher

Susanne Godden

Clive Stubbington

Adam Graham
**** Welcome to the flock ****

White Torque Pty
Ltd

Gavin White
MRB5813
AU31609

Ph: 0448 975 586
For servicing and repairs to all makes of
vehicles
Specialising in air conditioners, servicing
and repairs

INTRODUCING BIRDS WORKSHOP – MARCH 26
Top tips for early birders

The team from BirdLife WA will head south of the river on Saturday, March 26, to hold a
morning workshop for anyone new to birding or wanting to know more.
* Dr Rochelle Steven will present an introduction to birdwatching and where to find birds. Her
talk will also include tips on choosing binoculars, bird guides and phone applications for birders.
* Frank O’Connor will share some amazing facts about birds and why they are a constant source
of wonder.
* Bird listening is a must for birdwatchers, according to Brendan Kinsella. Let him introduce you
to some common bird calls and show you how to expand your bird “vocabulary”.
The March 26 workshop will run at the Atwell Arts Centre in Alfred Cove from 9.15am (for a
9.30 start) to noon. The centre is at 586 Canning Highway, in Tompkins Park.
Morning tea will be provided and the total cost is $25.
To book, go to Eventbrite.com.au and search for Top Tips for Early Birders.
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WABN Crossword No. 50				
1

2

3

8

4

5

6

CLUES

7

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

24

26

23

25

27

28

Revised by Pam Agar

29

ACROSS

DOWN

1. Mulga or spinifex country
2. May dictate presence of
waders
3. Fabled bird of early
sailors
10. May indicate an intruder
11. Survey area
12. Robust
13. Excursion site, coastal
plain south of Perth
14. Questioned
15. Break in activity
19. Water-dwelling
21. Improved by talons
22. Placid
24. May consist of seed, fruit
or insects
26. Long & curved in a
honeyeater
27. Small water body
28. To gather in large
numbers
29. Close relationship

2. South coast site for bush,
water & sea birds
3. Food of Wood Ducks
4. Possible problem for seabirds
5. Harrier body marking
6. Shearwater nests are
often among them
7. Representatives
9. Not a true quail
13. Sea-going excursion
16. Wader often in grassy
areas
17. Needed by long-distance
migrants
18. Likely to be a meal for a
Raven
20. Good woodland birding
area
23. Nest of megapodes
25. Pitch of bronzewing call

Letters to the Editors
Little Black Cormorant
I was interested to see the blue gular pouch on the Little Black Cormorant on the photo taken by Marcus Singor (WABN 179,
30).
I was browsing around in the genus Phalacrocorax and saw that there is a cormorant which occurs on the Pacific coast of North
America called Brandt's Cormorant Phalacrocorax (now Urile) penicillatus. When in breeding condition the males have a blue
pouch very similar to the one in Singor's photo. I'm not suggesting that this is a Brandt's Cormorant, but rather that there may
be much more variation in the pouch colour of cormorants generally than we tend to notice specifically.
Libby McGill
Welcome Anne... Welcome Anne.... Welc...
Hi Sue and Allan,
It looks like the carrier pigeon from the Melbourne office has arrived after about 20 years or so. I had a good laugh when I
received a message last week welcoming me to BirdLife WA. I just noticed that I got another welcome in the latest edition of
WABN. Could you please let people know about this error in the next edition?
Anne Bondin
Banded Australian Reed-Warbler
I took a photo last Monday 6th December 2021 of an Australian ReedWarbler with a CSIRO leg band. It was in Baumea articulata (Jointed
Twig Rush) in a drainage creek line that runs through Aspiri Park at
the southern end of Piara Waters (City of Armadale). I have sent this
photo and information to the Australian Bird and Bat Banding Scheme,
suspecting that this bird may have been banded at Herdsman Lake in
Perth. I did not realise that it had a leg band until I was reviewing my
photos, so I will be checking my Australian Reed-Warbler photos I have
taken at this locality over the past three or four years. If I find any
other photos from the recent past I will pass them on.
John Nilson

Australian Reed-Warbler with leg band. Photo
by John Nilsen
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Book Review
S.T. Garnett & G.B. Baker (editors) (2021). The Action Plan for Australian Birds
2020. CSIRO Publishing, 816 pp., hardback. $150.
This is the fourth iteration of the Action Plan for Australian Birds, with Stephen Garnett either sole or
chief editor of all editions. It is larger than the previous ones: 1992 (262 pp.); 2000 (673 pp.); and
2010 (442 pp.). The format is similar to previous versions, with information presented for each species
as follows: current status and its justification; subspecies; geographic range; abundance; ecology;
monitoring; threats; and conservation objectives, actions under way, research required, management
actions required; and a brief bibliography. An innovation is that the authors of each species account are explicitly identified.
The book is easy to navigate, starting with a tabulation of all
species, a not very useful column headed ‘Population’, the
species status on the IUCN red list, and the pages where the
species account is to be found. Presentation is in the customary
non-passerines to passerines sequence. Although this is logical,
it would have been more useful to segment the list into themes
such as seabirds, land birds on oceanic islands, land birds on
continental islands, and well-recognised mainland regions for
those species restricted to them. Within each theme, species
could then have been listed in rank from Critically Endangered
to Least Concern. Such an arrangement would allow better
apprehension by the reader of where priorities lie. It would also
make sense to list in an Appendix all Extinct species together,
as these require no action.
This is not the kind of book that anyone would read from cover
to cover. I looked up species that I have personally studied
or am familiar with from reading the publications of other
researchers. Everything appears reliable (except for the maps
showing the south western distribution of the Malleefowl,
the former southern limit of the Princess Parrot, and the
north-western limit of the Letter-winged Kite, as well as the
unjustified separation of the two ‘subspecies’ of the Western
Corella). Information is presented concisely and consistently
thanks to the commendable efforts of the editors.
My main criticisms and reservations, though few, are not trivial:
• Cost of the book. Who will pay $150 for it? Institutional
libraries and scientists with large research grants will, but
not too many birdwatchers. I do not understand why BirdLife
Australia did not publish the plan on its website, free to
all. The advantage of doing so would be that the authors
of each species account could update it as new information
or threats come to hand. A rolling revision means that no
reader would need to print extracts. It is sheer luck that 17
Kangaroo Island, South Australia, bird species are included
in this book as a result of putative reduction in populations
following the intense and widespread fires there in the
summer of 2019-20. Continual updating of a website version
provides a more responsive means than waiting for the next
book edition in 2030.

• Is the designation ‘Action Plan’ correct? Most of the book
reads like an extended strategic plan, as its scope and
objectives are aspirational. Action Plans require costings of
the proposed actions and identification (and agreement) of
the agency which will execute these actions. This was done
in the first two editions but it is not explained why this detail
is no longer presented.
• Without detailed ecological study, determining the eligibility
of a species to satisfy IUCN Red List criteria seems more
like consensus via expert opinion. That, however, is not
necessarily a bad thing, given the usual absence of factual
historical detail.
• Timely revision of the taxonomy of all Australian bird
species, adequately sampled across their geographical
ranges, and based on recent methodological advances
in molecular approaches is fundamental to the adequate
conservation of ultrataxa. The previous approach, using
morphology (plumage colour, size, etc), had led to lumping
of ultrataxa into ‘superspecies’, but this is no longer
considered appropriate or correct. There seems to be no
agreed strategic plan for working through this backlog. Why
haven’t (for example) all of the south west WA isolated bird
species been subjected to DNA analysis? This will surely
yield more endemic species, some of which could be in a
precarious position in regards to their conservation.
• No Aboriginal names for bird species are used, yet the
names of Aboriginal peoples where species occur are. Go
figure!
• Finally, by adopting a species approach, the Action Plan
does not do justice to improving the lot of bird populations
struggling in some fragmented landscapes, especially the
capital cities of Australia and their suburban sprawl. Many
bird species have already been lost from metro regions,
or are experiencing rapid decline. The IUCN criteria would
rank such species as of ‘least concern’ because they remain
common elsewhere in their geographical range. I disagree
and advocate fast action so as to avert a mass extinction of
bird species in urban and suburban environments.
Ian Abbott

Bird Talk: An Exploration of Avian Communication
Authors: Barbara Ballentine & Jeremy Hyman
Editor: Mike Webster
Hardback | May 2021 | $ 44.99
ISBN: 9781486315307 | 192 pages | 254 x 203 mm
Publisher: CSIRO Publishing
Colour photographs, Illustrations
Communication is vital for birds. It allows the navigation of social interactions that are essential for life,
in areas such as the avoidance of predators, finding a mate, holding a territory, and raising young. From
my garden at home, I can hear and see a myriad of examples for this: the begging of Galah nestlings as
a parent lands near the nest hollow, alarm calls from a Willie Wagtail when spotting my dog nearby, the
elaborate mating displays of male Crested Pigeons, and the chorusing of Australian Magpies at dawn. It is
clear that birds are constantly communicating and to do this, they have evolved many diverse methods for transmitting complex
information. ‘Bird Talk’ beautifully explores this, using insight gained through research over the past hundred or so years. The
authors, Barbara Ballentine and Jeremy Hyman from Western Carolina University, are both researchers within this field and their
expertise is clearly reflected in the breadth of content covered.
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Book Review, ctd
In the course of just under 200 pages, this book explores
what we currently know about avian communication. The book
covers chapter topics ranging from how and why prospective
mates communicate to each other, through to meaning and
functions of bird vocalisations. Within each chapter the authors
delve into the reasons for a bird to signal, how successful
or costly various forms of signalling are, and how distinct
species signal in similar or different ways to communicate
information. The authors tackle questions such as what are
the mechanisms responsible for the unique morphology,
behaviours and vocalisations observed in the class of Aves?
And do different species of birds communicate to each other?
Primarily, it looks at the science behind this knowledge:
the methods researchers used, variation between species,
and why these findings are important. Additionally, the
authors touch on the history behind some of the scientific
methods. For example, the origin of a technique commonly
used for visualising bird vocalisations (the spectrogram or
sonogram) can be traced back to its use to detect enemy
submarines in World War II. It uses relevant and interesting
examples to capture the reader’s attention and allow for ease
of understanding. Throughout, the book explains complex
theories and topics in an easy-to-read but detailed manner
and provides much supporting evidence for the topics
explored.
‘Bird Talk’ invites a wide range of readers to learn about the
complex, often cryptic, and undoubtably unique forms of bird
communication that may otherwise be inaccessible to nonscientific, or non-bird loving, readers. The book uses clear
figures and beautiful photos to encapsulate what is being
described in the text. In this way, the reader is able to clearly
visualise behaviours such as the synchronised swimming
of Western Grebes, or characteristics such as nestling gape
markings in the brood parasitic Pin-tailed Whydah, which
closely mimic the markings of the host bird. The book also
makes sure to plainly describe any scientific method or theory,
to ensure no reader is left in the dark when it comes to
understanding the content.
There are only a couple of aspects where I felt the book
might be lacking in content or format. Firstly, there is no intext citations within the book, however a list of references is
provided as further reading suggestions for readers wanting
to know more about any of the topics explored. Secondly,
when looking at acoustic communication, the book largely
focuses on male song and only briefly looks at female song,
which is not uncommon in Australian songbird species.
However, this is likely due to the enormous contrast in the
number of studies that have explored male song (particularly
in species found in the Northern Hemisphere), versus the
number investigating song in females. Additionally, non-song
acoustic communication is explored in only one chapter. Often,
non-song vocalisations can give excellent insight into signal
meaning, and more so than song which often lacks a contextspecific meaning. Furthermore, the book briefly mentions
recent findings of meaningful call combinations found in
Japanese Great Tits (also seen in Pied Babblers), however
misses the prominence of this finding – that being its parallel
to syntax observed in human language.
Overall, this book covers a huge breadth of content delving
into the multitude of ways birds communicate to each other,
what they communicate about, and how research is conducted
to find this knowledge. Due to the large number of topics
covered, for any reader wanting more in-depth discussion on
the topics or theories, I would suggest looking into the texts
provided in the further reading section. However, for anyone
who is after a sound overview of bird communication that is
written and portrayed in a beautiful way, I would thoroughly
encourage them to read this book.
Sarah Walsh | PhD Student|
sarah.walsh@research.uwa.edu.au
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Book Review: ‘For the Love
of Birds. Australian Bird
Photography’ by Georgina
Steytler
Published by Australian Geographic,
Redfern, NSW.
Hard cover, 240 pages, 30 x 24 cm.
$59.99
This book by Georgina Steytler is amazing! It is a passionate
pictorial and textual narrative built around birds as remarkably
interesting, and sentient beings.
The hundreds of superb and captivating photos are organised
into 11 chapters, each with highly readable text that varies
from a couple of paragraphs up to about six pages. These
chapters cover diverse perspectives, from ethical photography
to the unique character of Australian birds, their fascinating
behaviour, their relationships, behaviour, habitats, and need
for conservation. But don’t be put off — the text isn’t nerdy
and full of jargon; rather, it’s about how the subjects in the
photographs are “weird, wacky and absolutely wonderful”!
Some really serious topics are discussed, but in a very
readable way, with empathy for both the birds and the variety
of potential readers. I would particularly highlight the section
on ethics in birding, which is relevant to all of us, not just
photographers.
In addition, each photograph comes with a caption that varies
from a short sentence to a paragraph, which is informative or
entertaining, and always well-written and with a hint of the
passion and fascination that Georgina has for her subjects.
The birds are seen as individual personalities, full of life, each
with their own story to tell. There are sensitive portraits,
action shots, birds feeding, socialising, resting, flying, singly or
in groups — all sorts of activities and settings, each one with
a little nugget of information or a perspective that builds a
picture of how special and wonderful birds are.
Do I have a favourite photograph in the book? Impossible —
there are just too many great photos! But I can’t resist giving
some examples: from a picture of a group of half a dozen New
Holland Honeyeaters making a ruckus in the way that only
they can do, to a cute picture of a trio of grebe chicks on their
mother’s back, a picture of two Welcome Swallows squabbling,
a beautifully-framed emu-wren (how hard would that be to
get?), or an almost surreal landscape of stilts in their habitat
— I could go on and on …..
Not just another coffee table book full of bird pictures, this
book goes much further than that. Of interest to those who
are not yet birdwatchers, through to specialised amateurs
and professionals, this book has something for everyone,
reminding us all of what these gems of nature can tell us
about ourselves and the world around us.
The quality of the editing and production is high, thanks to
Australian Geographic. Profits from sales of the book will go to
selected conservation projects.
It is easy to see why Georgina Steytler has become a multi
award-winning nature photographer, but this book illustrates
how she is much more than that – someone who has grasped
the power of photography to communicate complex and
nuanced messages about the world we live in. Messages
that aren’t simply bringing interesting or important things to
our attention but, in Georgina’s words, also striving to make
birds “deserving of our respect, our admiration and, most
importantly of all, our protection”. I strongly recommend this
book.
Allan Burbidge
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OBITUARY
RICHARD (DICK) JEREMY RULE
1st March 1936 — 20th December 2021, aged 85 years.

Dick Rule. Photo by Don
Bowes
Dick was an esteemed and respected member of BirdLife
Australia.
Born in Victoria, his family moved to Katanning, WA in 1953.
He was educated at Wesley College and The University of
Western Australia. His chosen profession was surveying and
he joined Surveyors WA in 1957. Such was his work ethic and
standing he was elevated to a Fellow of Surveyors WA in 1988.
A devout Christian, Dick was involved in the Anglican Church
and his personal charter extended from the Katanning Diocese
to the Bunbury Synod. He served on the Board of the Kobeelia
Girls School in Katanning for many years.
His interest in birds began in the 1970s in Katanning, his home
and base as a private surveyor where his work involved much
time in the bush. He encouraged his family with his growing
interest and knowledge, providing the family with much glee
with his descriptions of birds, for example Little Brown Bird!
Dick and family moved to Mandurah in 1988, aptly purchasing
a home in Curlew Street. He retired in 2001 and soon after
became involved in the Mandurah Bird Observers Group
(MBOG), an informal organization which was then led by
Frank Pridham. He took over the leadership soon after and
maintained this role for many years.
Such was his passion for birdlife that he pursued further
studies and achieved a Graduate Diploma in Ornithology from
Charles Sturt University.

Dick Rule: A tribute from Peel Harvey Catchment
Council

Peel Harvey Catchment Council wishes to express our
sadness at the passing of Mr Dick Rule, a leader in our local
birdwatching community who made an impressive contribution
to citizen science in our region. A tireless worker and true
gentleman, for many years Dick was the convenor of the
Mandurah Bird Observers Group, the local branch of BirdLife
WA (formerly Birds Australia). With his leadership along with
others including Bill Smart, the region became active in taking
a coordinated approach to participating in Shorebirds 2020,
a national citizen science effort undertaking at least annual
counts to provide critically important data on this threatened
group of birds. Locally in the Peel-Yalgorup System, Dick’s
work has been continued with the ongoing leadership and
contribution of many members of our birdwatching community.
Dick actively contributed to share his knowledge of and
passion for birds through his membership of Birds Australia
and the Mandurah Bird Observers Group, and through his
work collaborating with PHCC to coordinate citizen science bird
counts and educate the broader community about birds.
Charlie Jones
Community Engagement Coordinator – Wetlands and
People
Peel-Harvey Catchment Council

A particular interest of Dick’s was observing and studying
the now endangered Hooded Plover, mainly in the Yalgorup
National Park. His long-time friend Bill Smart was a constant
supporter of Dick and they enjoyed many dawn excursions
observing birdlife in general around the Peel Region and south
west. Bill has memories of many amusing incidents as Dick
had a good sense of humour.
In 2011 Dick suffered a stroke but this did not deter him
from his passion for birdlife and he continued his leadership
of the MBOG until he was afflicted with Parkinsons Disease
in 2018 and sadly had to relinquish his leadership role. Bob
Patterson was his successor for a short time. I took over the
leadership in February 2019 and I am very fortunate to have
an experienced and supportive group of members who have
been inspired by Dick’s enthusiasm and knowledge during his
leadership of the MBOG.
Dick is survived by his wife Judy, son Robert, daughters
Christine, Jenny and Leslie, sons in law Tim and Gary,
daughter in law Beth, grandchildren and one great grandchild.
Respected by all who knew him, a true gentleman and
Christian.
Bill King
Leader Mandurah Bird Observer Group

Hooded Plover. Phote by Bill Howard.
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Notices
Attention Photographers!
Photographic submissions for the 2023 BirdLife WA calendar are now open.
Would you like one of your bird photographs to appear in the 2023 BirdLife WA calendar?
You can only submit five photographs and they must be of bird species native to Western Australia.
Photographs must be submitted as a square crop with a minimum size of 21.6 cm x 21.6 cm at 300 dpi or
2555 x 2555 pixels.
Please contact Robyn Pickering pickeringrobyn29@yahoo.com for the full selection criteria.
The final date for photographic submissions is 15 June 2022.

ACCESSING BACK ISSUES OF WABN
BirdLife WA has provided all the back issues on the web at
http://www.birdswa.com.au/WABN/?C=N;O=D
• Go to the BirdLife website
• then into the section for BirdLife WA
• and then into ‘publications’ which is publicly accessible
Thanks to Margaret Philippson, who put an amazing
amount of effort into this, the files are searchable. Searches
in older issues are not always 100% exact, because while
they have been scanned from the originals, the typeface in
those early days was not always clear, so some errors will
occur.
Bruce Buchanan, a previous editor of WABN, went to
extraordinary lengths to write an index for the first 50
issues and this covers the most problematic issues, so it is
best to use his index for older issues. This is available in
the BirdLife WA Library.
Scans on newer issues will be highly reliable and, of
course, searches on the most recent issues will be exact.

Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 181 March 2022

BirdLife WA 2022 Calendar
There are a few 2022 calendars remaining at
the BirdLife WA office for $10 each (over the
counter) or $13.30 including postage. Contact the
office for the postage rate if purchasing more
than 1 calendar. You can order calendars from
the office by phoning 9383 7749 or emailing wa@
birdlife.org.au. Payment can be made by credit
card, cash, direct deposit or posting a cheque.
Calendars will also be sold at the Monday monthly
meetings.
All photographs are by BirdLife WA members and
photographs were chosen by professional wildlife
photographers Jiri and Marie Lochman.
All profits aid the BirdLife WA Australasian
Bittern Project.
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Golden Whistler In The Pilbara
Depending on which camp you are in, there are either four
or five subspecies of Golden Whistler in Australia, with the
Western Australian birds occurring in the south west of the
state, where the species is sedentary. So, it was a surprise
when we saw a male Golden Whistler in the Pilbara region
of Western Australia, seven hundred kilometres from the
whistler’s south-western range.
We were camped on a creek near Newman in July 2021, where
good summer and early autumn rains saw the creek with many
pools and water running underground between the pools. Bird
life in the area was abundant with large flocks of Budgerigar
(300), Zebra Finch (200) and Diamond Dove (400) plus other
species, drinking at pools in the morning and evening. A pair
of Brown Goshawk was diving in amongst these birds as they
came in to drink.
The male Golden Whistler was first seen on 10 July in the
main creek channel amongst a thickish area of paperbarks to
4 metres, thin eucalypt trees, acacia shrubs and other small
shrubs. Many photographs were taken, knowing this bird was
a long way from its known range. We surmised the bird had
come from the south west of the state, possibly inland of the
coast as good summer rains had occurred there, and boosted
by the passage of Cyclone Seroja in April as it moved down the
coast from Exmouth to
the wheatbelt area of
Western Australia. The
male Golden Whistler
was seen at the same
location during 10-20
July and four weeks
later on 18 August
2021, at the exact same
location.

Golden Whistler, Pilbara, Western
Australia. Photo by Allan Rose

HANZAB (Higgins and
Peter 2002) states
that there have been
two other sightings of
the Golden Whistler in
the Pilbara: southern
Chichester Range, June
1968 (Fletcher 1980)
and Mt. Tom Price, 17
July 1977 (Blakers et al.
1984), but it is unknown
whether these birds
originated in western or
eastern Australia.

After notifying John Graff (BirdLife WA’s unusual bird sightings;
see also WABN 180, 27) about the sighting, John said that
Ron Johnstone at the Western Australian Museum would like to
see the photographs as it may be a Mangrove Golden Whistler.
Ron spent a lot of time examining the photos we sent him and
concluded that the bird is a Golden Whistler of the south east
Queensland subspecies Pachycephala pectoralis pectoralis. This
makes it a new bird subspecies for Western Australia.
Birds from other countries sometimes turn up in Australia,
usually after severe storms or cyclones. Some of Australia’s
terrestrial birds also end up in unusual areas far from known
locations. For example, in July 2019 we were with two other
‘birdos’ at the town lagoon in Nhulumbuy and saw a Spectacled
Monarch, 1500 kilometres from its range on the east coast
of Australia. Ron Johnstone (Western Australian Museum)
has provided some other examples, including a specimen of
an eastern Grey Fantail Rhipidura fuliginosa alisteri that was
collected in dense mulga 6 km E of Mt Bruce on 27 August
1980, and a Streaked Shearwater Calonectris leucomelas
banded in Japan that was located in a dry creek bed 30 km E
of Nullagine in July 2008.
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Golden Whistler, Pilbara, Western Australia. Photo by Allan
Rose
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Tawny Frogmouth at Kalamunda
On 12 November 2021, David Clark noticed a Tawny
Frogmouth nesting in the top of a broken off tree trunk next
to the car park at Kalamunda National Park, Piesse Brook. The
site was exposed but overlooked by visitors to the National
Park. The Tawny Frogmouths blended in with the tree trunk.
In my opinion they seemed to be breeding a bit late in the
season. On 22 December I observed the female with a chick in
the nest.
When checking the site on 25 December the chick was missing
from the nest and I thought this might have been due to the
hot weather and exposed position of the nest. I looked around
and found the chick sheltering on the ground in a nearby creek
gully. The creek had small pools of water and ample vegetation
providing shade. The chick was found near a log. It remained
at this location up to 30 December and I was worried about
the vulnerability to cats and foxes whilst on the ground. When
I checked on 3 January 2022, the chick could not be located. I
hope it was able to fly up to a low branch.
Laurie Boyle

Tawny Frogmouth. Photo by Laurie Boyle
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Osprey Nest Site Distribution Around Walpole
A number of Osprey nesting locations can be found around
the Walpole and Nornalup Inlets. There is limited current or
historical information available about these sites and there
are possible other sites awaiting discovery. The 2021 breeding
season has been taken as September to December 2021. The
known sites are:
Rocky Crossing
This site, upstream along the Frankland River, was active in
2021. There was one chick present during 2021 breeding
season.
East Knoll
This nest location is on the eastern side of the knoll to the
west of Coalmine Beach, and is known as East Knoll. This nest
site looks south over the Nornalup Inlet towards the mouth.
There was a pair of Osprey on the nest in a tall tree near the
inlet shoreline on 7 October 2018. On 10 December 2020 this
nest contained two large juveniles. The site was not active in
2021 though there were two adults on the nest in late October.
West Knoll
This nest site is on the western side of the knoll to the west
of Coalmine Beach, and is known as West Knoll. It has been
active for a number of years prior to 2021. Osprey were
observed at West Knoll site during breeding season. The nest
site faces west over the channel that connects Walpole Inlet
and Nornalup Inlet.

Figure 2. Juvenile White-bellied
Sea-Eagle at Nornalup Inlet (2021).
Photo by Philippa Beckerling

Results of the Peel Inlet and Harvey Estuary
Osprey breeding season 2021
Numerous Osprey breeding sites are known from around the
Peel Inlet and Harvey Estuary (Singor 2019). In 2021, efforts
were made to monitor as many of these nests as possible.
These efforts were only partially successful, but the results are
presented for future reference. The Osprey breeding sites on
the eastern side of the Peel Inlet and Harvey Estuary were not
checked.
This season Ospreys were found to be establishing a number
of new nesting sites at Caddadup Reserve, Sticks Channel and
Nairns. In total, 22 nests were monitored and twelve juveniles
fledged. The results for the 2021 breeding season are shown
in Table 1.

Crystal Springs
The Crystal Springs nest is close to the highway at the
settlement, on the left going south towards Walpole. It is
unusually far inland; Mandalay is nine km to the west and
Walpole water is 13 km to the south. Maybe that is why
the nest was abandoned, though Larry Hart, the owner of
the adjacent land, said that Australian Ravens harassed the
Ospreys until they gave up. The nest did not look active in
September 2021.
Horseyard Hill
There is a nest in the forest at Horseyard Hill. It is behind
the tourist bureau opposite Pioneer Park in Walpole. This site
was not active during the 2021 breeding season. A previous
nest had collapsed in this area and building a new nest had
commenced.
White-bellied Sea-Eagle
A pair of White-bellied Sea-Eagle was reported breeding on the
west side of Nornalup Inlet and fledged two juveniles for the
2021 breeding season. Mating was observed in late May 2021.
An Osprey pair is known to roost in Weedy Bay near
Newdegate Island in Nornalup Inlet.
Acknowledgements
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Osprey with crab. Photo by Cherilyn Corker
One Osprey nest was found in an unusual spot in the Peel
Inlet. A nest was situated on the ground, among high
samphire growth on an island in Sticks Channel between
Channel Island and Boundary Island. This site was not
successful. There is a high concentration of Osprey nests (6)
around the Mandurah Estuary and Sticks Channel, probably
because fish entering the inlet are funnelled through these
channels. Food availability is at a premium at these spots. The
same applies for the Serpentine River mouth where there are
three Osprey nests.

Philippa Beckerling and Marcus Singor

Ospreys are known to bring a variety of items to their nest,
possibly for decoration or lining the nest (Poole 2019).
Cherilyn Corker photographed the nest in the mobile
Figure 1. Osprey nest locations around the Walpole and Nornalup Inlets.
phone tower on the corner of Pinjarra Road and
Forrest Street, Mandurah and noticed a large crab on
the side of the nest. In the same photo you can see
green coloured ropes that were incorporated into the
nest structure.
Whilst conducting the surveys two pairs of Whitebellied Sea-Eagles were noted to breed around the
Peel Inlet and Harvey Estuary. Each pair raised one
juvenile. There is a pair breeding near Baldivis (two
fledglings this year) and another near Bunbury,
making at least four known breeding pairs of Whitebellied Sea-Eagles on the Swan Coastal Plain. The
White-bellied Sea-Eagles have been observed taking
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 181 March 2022
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Australian White Ibis as prey and were
noticed to visit wetlands with Australian
White Ibis colonies.
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Table 1. Osprey breeding outcomes near Mandurah in 2021
Location

Comments

Outcome

Peel Inlet
Mandurah, Tonkin Drive, Pinjarra Road

Nest blown down Aug 2021

North Yunderup, Culeenup Road

Active till Nov 2021

Ravenswood, South Yunderup Rd turn off

Unoccupied

Mandurah, Cnr Forrest St, Pinjarra Road

Unknown
Two fledglings

Erskine old Mandurah Estuary platform

One fledgling

Erskine, Osprey Waters, new platform

Unoccupied

Erskine, middle lagoon, Len Howard Drive

2 Juveniles in nest Nov. 2021

Coodanup, Wanjeep Street, Frasers landing

1 large juvenile in nest Nov

Nairns, William Road, Bertram Street

1 large juvenile in nest Dec.

Nairns, Serpentine River Reserve

Nest abandoned in Dec.

Channel Island (near sign)

2 large juveniles Dec
Total fledged

9

Harvey Estuary
Channel Island (North-East)

Harassed by Australian Raven

Boundary Island

Unoccupied this year

Sticks Channel Island

Ground nest

Abandoned

Caddadup Reserve, Dawesville

Initially 2 chicks

One fledged Dec.

Caddadup Reserve, 100m South of toilets

Nest abandoned

Partly constructed nest

Warrangup Springs Reserve

One fledgling

Point Morfitt, Bouvard

2 chicks

Both juveniles died

Yalgorup Country Lodge, Bouvard

Private property

Nest no longer there

Herron, Island Point

One fledgling Dec.

Herron, Dunkeld Drive

Unoccupied

Private Bouvard site

Nest blown down Aug
Total fledged

Male deceased Aug 2021
3

Osprey Breeding Results For Perth In 2021
Ospreys are known to have used more than 20 breeding sites
in the Perth area, with varying degrees of success (Singor
2021a). Breeding activity in Perth’s Osprey population was
monitored during the 2021 season, with a total of 21 sites
examined.

after Christmas, when on 26 December a young Osprey was
found in the samphire beneath the nesting basket and taken
into care. The second juvenile disappeared from the nest at
the same time and possibly died. The nest was vacant on 28
December. Attadale was considered a failed nest site for 2021.

Potential breeding sites were checked from May onwards and
monitoring ceased early January 2022. Observations were
carried out from a distance and in a passive manner. An
overview of known active and in-active sites is presented.

It has been more than 16 years since Osprey last bred at this
location which was in the old Point Waylen communications
tower. Dismantling the tower commenced in 2005.

1.

Ospreys were seen at the Bentley site during April, May and
June. They were observed to roost next to the nest in April. In
June, work commenced on the installation of 5G equipment on
the mobile phone tower and the Osprey nest was removed. No
Ospreys were seen at this site after that.

Ascot, Garratt Road Bridge

During April and May 2021 Ospreys were seen standing on
the nest. During the winter the nest was vacant and yellow
flowering weeds took over the centre of the nest. By the
end of August, Ospreys had returned to the nest and were
observed sitting in September and early October. There were
storms on 19 October. The birds seemed to have abandoned
breeding from about mid-October and were afterwards only
seen standing on the nest. By mid-November the nest site was
vacant.
2.

Ascot, Ron Courtney Island

This nest site remained unoccupied during this season.
Visits were made to check on the nest in June, July, August,
September and October 2021. The nest remained in a solid
condition. There was a Whistling Kite nesting nearby.
3.

Attadale, Alfred Cove

The Attadale site, at Alfred Cove, must be the location most
favoured by Ospreys in Perth.
Rarely will you find Ospreys absent at this site. Often there will
be two or three birds present and there have been sightings
of higher numbers. Observations made at the Attadale site
indicated that the male Osprey came into the nest at night
with the incubating bird. Whilst one Osprey was continuously
in the nest basket, the male occasionally dropped fish to the
nesting bird (September 2021).
On 1 November the first Osprey chick was sighted, briefly
showing its head. On 12 November a second chick was
sighted in the Attadale nest (Photo 1). Tragedy struck just
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4.

5.

Bentley, Manning Road

Bicton, Point Walter

Ospreys had returned to the old nest site and the nest had
been restored. They were present in June, July and early
August. The nest site suffered damage from winter storms and
a check in early September found no trace of a nest in the top
of the Norfolk Island Pine tree. Osprey were absent from midAugust onwards.
6.

Coogee, Powell Road

The artificial nesting platform initially installed in 2012 has
remained unoccupied.
No activity was observed during June, August or October.
7.

Cottesloe, Deane Street, Marine Pd

Unfortunately, no Ospreys were sighted at the nest site in
2021 and the nest was noted to have sagged to one side. The
nest site was checked in June, July, August, September and
December.
A new nesting platform is in the planning stage and will be
situated near the Vlamingh memorial.
8.

Crawley, Old Swan Brewery, Kings Park

This Osprey nest site remained unoccupied during this
season. No sightings were made except for one in late July
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 181 March 2022
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when a female was present on the nest and a male nearby.
Best viewing of the nest is along the Law Walk towards the
Dryandra Lookout. The nest site was checked in July, August,
September and October.
9.

Crawley, Pelican Point foreshore

This artificial nesting platform underwent an upgrade in
January 2021 when a nesting basket was attached to the top
and a perch beneath the basket attached to the pole. This
platform was originally installed in March 2015. It has not
been used to date. When checked in June, July and September
2021 there was no material on the platform.
10. Hillarys, Whitfords Nodes
Construction work took place on the Telecommunication tower
over the summer months.
In June two Ospreys were seen at the nest and mating was
observed during July.
Nest building was recorded at the end of August. Information
was received that the female had been taken into care in early
October and this effectively finished the season at this site.
The nest was deserted when checked in November though
Ospreys still frequented the site and were observed standing
on the tower. Hillarys was considered a failed nest site for
2021.
11. Kwinana Beach
A new Osprey nesting platform was installed at the BP
refinery on 23 September 2021 (Singor 2021b). A visit on
24 November showed that the Ospreys had added a bit more
material to their nest. However, the site remained vacant and
no breeding took place.
12. Mindarie, North
There is an Osprey nesting platform at the North Mindarie
Foreshore Reserve (across from Kinsale Park) to the north of
the Mindarie Marina. This platform, installed by the Mindarie
Keys Coastcare Association, has been in place since July 1999.
The site has never been occupied though it is occasionally
visited by Ospreys. In 2019, the City of Wanneroo added
nesting material (branches) to the platform to encourage
breeding.
In June 2021, Ospreys were present on the nest and during
July one was seen bringing nesting material to the nest and
gathering nesting material nearby. The first time it grabbed
some dead twigs off a nearby tree, then the next two times
dropped down to the beach and firstly grabbed a few twigs
from the top of a grey leaved bush growing in the dunes and
then later picked up some seaweed. Unfortunately, shortly
afterwards, all activity ceased.
13. Mindarie, South
There is an Osprey nesting platform at Tuart Grove off Long
Beach Promenade, to the south of Mindarie Marina. This
platform, installed by the Mindarie Keys Coastcare Association
Inc, has been in place since July 1999 though never used.
14. Mosman Park, Greenplace Reserve
At Greenplace Reserve, the Osprey nest is located in a Norfolk
Island Pine tree. Ospreys were present during September
with one on the nest and the other standing on the closest
branch. The nest site was vacant towards the end of October.
Views can be had from a path between Wellington Street and
Saunders Street.
15. Mt Pleasant, Canning Bridge, The Esplanade
Ospreys were present at the nest from late June onwards, and
generally two were at the nest through July to late November.
The nest was showing signs of sagging to one side. The
Ospreys were harassed a lot by Australian Ravens which, I
suspect, had a nest in a nearby Norfolk Island Pine tree. No
breeding took place this season.
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16. Peppermint Grove, The Esplanade
In January and February Osprey were observed bringing big
sticks to the nest. A pair was regularly seen at this site when
monitored from June to November. One adult was often seen
perched on a branch leading to the nest. No breeding took
place though a pair was present throughout the year at this
site. In late December, an Osprey was seen bringing nesting
material to the site.
17. Salter Point, Mount Henry
An Osprey was usually found perched in one of the dead trees
on the slope of Mount Henry. The nest had extensive weed
growth in the centre over the winter months.
Ospreys returned to the nesting platform in mid-August and
one was sitting on the nest by mid-September, continuing
sitting during October and November. In late November an
adult Osprey was seen standing on the nest with spread out
wings, presumably shading a young chick. The first sighting
of a chick was reported on 23 November. I estimated that
the eggs were laid around the last week of September or first
week of October. At this site the flowering of the native WA
Christmas Tree, Nuytsia floribunda, always coincides with
juvenile(s) being on the nesting platform. During a week
of high temperatures in late December both parents were
observed shading the juvenile; generally only one parent is
seen shading the young. Intense boating and jet-ski activity
over the weekends near the nest seemed tolerated though this
is likely to have scared off the fish. The nest site was vacant
on 2 January 2022. Salter Point was considered a failed nest
site for 2021.
18. Shoalwater Bay, Gull Rock
Osprey was at the nest site in April and one was sitting on the
nest from early August. Three young eaglets were first seen
on 22 September. Based on the date the chicks were first
sighted, the eggs were estimated to have been laid around the
last week of July or first week of August. On 23 October there
were three large juveniles visible on the nest (Photo 2). The
first juvenile fledged on 16 November. All juveniles fledged
successfully.
19. Shoalwater Bay, Whale Rock
This is a new nesting site on a limestone stack in Shoalwater
Bay near Seal Island.
Nest building commenced late in 2020 and progressed to a
completed nest in 2021. In August an Osprey was seen sitting
on the nest. The first chick was sighted on 5 October and on
23 October there were two large chicks visible (Photo 3). It
was good to have two successful Osprey nests close together
in Shoalwater Bay. I estimated that the eggs were laid around
the second week in August. Juveniles fledged successfully.
20. South Perth, Royal Perth Golf Club
This is a relatively new location and the nest is located along
the Kwinana Freeway. One of the locals mentioned it had
been there for four years. Ospreys were observed on the
Telecommunication tower from May onwards. Nest building
was recorded in June and August. Mating was observed on the
nest in late July and a female sitting on nest in late August.
Nesting material was still being added in early September. An
Osprey pair was present at the nest throughout October and
November. The first Osprey chick was seen on 18 November
being fed by the female (Photo 4). I estimated that the eggs
were laid around the second week in September. The nest was
vacant on 28 December and the juvenile was found dead in
the rough on the adjacent golf course on 30 December. South
Perth was considered a failed nest site for 2021.
21. Victoria Park, Armagh Street
The Victoria Park nest is located on a telecommunication tower
and had mesh installed over the nest in March 2021. Ospreys,
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undeterred, built a new
nest on top of the mesh
and in late August an
Osprey was seen sitting
on the nest while the
male brought in more
nesting material. In early
September, an Osprey
was observed still sitting
on the nest. I estimated
that the eggs were laid
around the last week of
August or first week in
September. Two chicks
were sighted in the nest
on 28 October. Continued
Photo 1. Adult Osprey and juvenile monitoring revealed
on nest, Attadale (December 2021). there were actually three
Photo by Marcus Singor.
juveniles in the nest.
The juveniles continued
to grow throughout November and exercise their wings. After
20 November only two juveniles were seen at the nest and
were still on the nest mid-December, feeding themselves when
fish was dropped off. The first juvenile ventured up onto the
antenna on 22 December and the female was flying a few
circles around the tower possibly to encourage the young.
Fledging time was estimated in excess of 70 days. After 24
December only one juvenile was present.
Discussion
Across the 21 sites, there were three successful breeding
pairs which fledged six juveniles. Overall productivity was
two young fledged per successful nest. Coastal nest sites had
a higher productivity
(2.5) than river sites
(1). The results for
the 2021 season were
comparable to the
number of fledged
juveniles for the Perth
area over the past five
years (Singor 2021a).
Successful breeding
initially took place
at six locations
with the number of
juveniles present
Photo 2. Osprey with three juveniles noted in parentheses:
at Gull Rock, Shoalwater Bay
Shoalwater Bay, Gull
(October 2021). Photo by Rick
Rock (3); Shoalwater
Dawson.
Bay, Whale Rock (2);
Victoria Park, Armagh
Street (3); Attadale, Alfred Cove (2); South Perth (1) and
Salter Point (1).
The week of extremely hot weather around Christmas, which
averaged 41oC over six days, (24 December to 29 December)
with no breeze, took a heavy toll on the young Ospreys about
to fledge. The end result was Shoalwater Bay, Gull Rock (3);
Shoalwater Bay, Whale Rock (2) and Victoria Park, Armagh
Street (1).
The active Osprey nests along the Swan and Canning Rivers
were located in a cluster. The distances between the different
active nest sites are from Attadale to Salter Point (4.5 km)
Photo 3. Adult Osprey
(middle) with two
juveniles at Whale
Rock, Shoalwater Bay
(October 2021). Photo
by Rick Dawson.

Photo 4. Adult Osprey
and juvenile on nest,
South Perth (December
2021). Photo by Marcus
Singor

between Salter Point and South Perth (5.2 km) and between
South Perth and Victoria Park (3.96 km).
The South Perth nesting site provided an opportunity to
identify some of the fish that Osprey catch. At the base of
the mobile phone tower some dropped fish were found.
The remnants of Cobbler, Common Blowfish and on several
occasions small (20 cm) Yellow-tailed Grunters were found,
some still fresh. I mentioned this to a fisherman who said
Yellow-tailed Grunters are full of bones, no good for eating
and that might explain the reason why they were found
underneath the nest.
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Bird Art
This contribution is No. 4 in a series. Previous articles were
published in Western Australian Bird Notes 167: 20, 179: 34,
and 180: 23.
These two images are from a recent installation on the walls
of the subway at West Leederville train station. They are part
of a sequence illustrating the six Noongar seasons, which
are now becoming more familiar to non-Aboriginal Western
Australians. These seasons are more relevant to the climate
of the south western part of the state than the four season
concept inherited from Europe.
The images are of the Forest Red-tailed Black Cockatoo
and the Black Swan. The words 'Tjyllyungoo Trist Kullary’
accompany the artwork, and presumably indicate the name of
the painter.
Ian Abbott
Photo 1 and 2. Subway art instalments at West Leederville
train station. Photos by Ian Abbott
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Breeding Waterbirds In The Pingrup Cranbrook Area. Part 2
This is a progress report on the status of the wheatbelt lakes
mentioned in the last issue of Western Australian Bird Notes
(Elson 2021) and extends coverage to the Newdegate and
Lake Grace area.
Rain events continued through October and November 2021
keeping the wetlands topped ++up at maximum water levels.
Over summer the water levels started to recede and created
new breeding opportunities for our birds in the shape of
exposed islands and spits. Mudflats provided feeding areas for
shorebirds.
Packard Road Lake (near Lake Ewlyamartup) 33°40’43”
S, 117°46’51” E
On 29 October 2021, I re-visited the Packard Road Lake north
of the Katanning-Nyabing Road (Elson 2018, 2021). The lake
is approximately 25 hectares, supporting healthy stands of
flooded paper barks and dense populations of flooded Sheoak
trees.

Photo 2. Brickhouse Road. Photo by Steve Elson
There were no Hoary-headed Grebes nesting at the lake,
which was unusual compared to previous seasons when they
nested in large numbers. There were quite a few Swamp
Harriers observed. Four Black-tailed Native-hens were seen
feeding in the shallow water in the samphire around the lake.
Lake Pingarnup
A visit to Lake Pingarnup revealed that three pairs of Blacktailed Native-hens had successfully hatched chicks. There
were three nests 20 m apart, in a loose colony, placed at the
base of flooded Old Man Saltbush, Atriplex nummularia, which
grows multi stemmed from the base. This shrub is used on
farms for re-vegetation on high salinity soils and as a food
supplement for sheep.
By early November 2021 the lakes had dried up and the Gullbilled Tern numbers reduced to only six birds. No breeding was
observed.
Carmichael Road
Carmichael Road is about 20 km east of Jerramungup,
bordering on the Fitzgerald River National Park.
During a visit on 4 November 2021, I observed flocks of 300400 Masked Woodswallows flying overhead. They were flying
in flocks in a westerly direction and flying extremely high up
in the clouds. Flocks of Rainbow Bee-eaters were trailing the
flocks of Masked Woodswallows. These were smaller flocks of
20-30 birds flying at great heights.
Magenta Road Lakes

Photo 1. Fresh water wetland off Park Road near Ongerup,
January 2022. Photo by Steve Elson
There were two pairs of breeding White-necked Herons
at the lake. The two White-necked Heron nests were 200
metres apart. One pair of White-necked Heron was observed
displaying courtship behaviour which involved bowing to each
other. There were 48 Eurasian Coot nests, with the young
chicks being predated by Silver Gulls. Several nests were
located in the base of hollow trees in the water. There were
three pairs of Silver Gulls nesting on the top of decayed tree
stumps at the lake. Inside dead, hollow tree trunks there were
nests from Pink-eared Duck and Grey Teal; both were having
second broods. Many of the duck nests were high up in the
dead trees.

On 12 December 2021, the lakes along Magenta Road were
surveyed. This was nearly the middle of December and some
of the lakes were still full of water.
The lake surveyed for waterbirds was north of Lake Cobham
and located at 33°23’48”S, 119°16’09”E and still contained
water up to a depth of about a metre. There were four
breeding pairs of White-necked Herons present. There were
five Black Swan nests and some Eurasian Coot nests with just
hatched young on an island. There were six pairs of Red-kneed
Dotterels and four Black-tailed Native-hens. Brown Falcons
were seen along the road waiting for the harvesting machines
to flush out the quails.

Photos 3 and 4. Tom South Lake at 2 October 2021 (Left), and drying down 5 January 2022 (Right)
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Lake Grace area
A lake to the west of Lake Grace, near the cemetery was
surveyed on 12 December 2021, located at 33°06’15”S,
118°26’22”E. There were twelve pairs of Pied Stilts all with
recently fledged juveniles. The Pied Stilts had two to four
juveniles per pair. Shorebirds were noted and 36 Sharp-tailed
Sandpipers and one Marsh Sandpiper were seen.

Eurasian Coot as well as Hoary-headed Grebe and Australasian
Grebe were breeding. Eurasian Coot was having second
clutches. There were three Freckled Ducks present, one male
and two females.
Coyrecup Lake wetlands
Coyrecup Lake wetlands are located east of Katanning.

On 2 January 2022, I checked the lakes north of Lake Grace
and found these still relatively full and supporting large flocks
of post breeding Pink-eared Duck and Grey Teal. Black-tailed
Native-hens were present around the edges with the largest
group of Black-tailed Native-hens (26) seen north of Lake
Grace

A visit on 3 January 2022 to the wetlands showed that water
levels had receded and suitable feeding areas were available
to shorebirds. Mudflats and shallow water in the samphire
provided good habitat for shorebirds which were arriving
in numbers. There were Red-kneed Dotterels (80) showing
breeding behaviour (broken wing), Pied Stilts (450), Sharptailed Sandpipers (300+) and Ruff (2).

Beetacoo Lake

Tom South Lake, Cranbrook (private property)

On the corner of Beetacoo Road and Pingrup-Lake Grace
Road is a large lake at 33°15’08”S, 118°27’55”E. At the time
of the survey Lake Grace North and Lake Grace South were
both dry though this lake still had water. Around 3000 Banded
Stilts were present as were, along the edge, 136 Red-capped
Plovers, 65 Red-necked Avocets (a post breeding flock with
juveniles present) and 42 Red-necked Stints. Adult Wedgetailed Eagles were observed along the road.
Pingrup Town
On the edge of the Pingrup township, near the waste water
treatment plant, is a salt lake at 33°31’54”S, 118°30’54”E,
which was checked on 12 December 2021. Black Swan,
Eurasian Coot, Grey Teal and Pink-eared Duck were all found
to be nesting there.
The expected Hoary-headed Grebe was absent.
A survey conducted on 2 January 2022 showed the low-lying
salt lakes north and south of Pingrup had dried out.
The deeper lakes were receding, giving rise to islands
and peninsulas. One lake along Thomas Road showed the
beginning of a moderate-sized Red-necked Avocet colony of
approximately 120 birds. Black-winged Stilt and Red-kneed
Dotterel were also in early stages of nesting. There were three
lakes along the Pingrup - Lake Grace Road that supported
several thousand post breeding flocks of Pink-eared Duck and
Grey Teal. There were still Black Swan building nests on a lake
on the eastern side of the road. There were 140 Black Swans
with many birds in immature plumage as well as 14 Rednecked Stints and 30 Red-capped Plovers. A large lake on the
western side supported a post breeding flock of Red-necked
Avocets (500+) and Banded Stilts (1000). The numbers of
Red-capped Plovers sighted were down with small flocks of
20-30 birds when usually I am seeing flocks of 100-300 Redcapped Plovers. The absence of Hooded Plover was also noted.
What was interesting were the increased numbers of Crested
Bellbirds calling around the lakes. Most lakes supported a
number of calling males, extending right down to Ongerup.
Brickhouse Road, Cranbrook
There were Whiskered Tern and Pied Stilt still present in
numbers on 21 November 2021. A huge area was still
inundated.

There was a small group of Freckled Ducks among flooded
paperbarks on the southern lake at Tom South Lake in August
2021. On 17 October 2021 the number had increased to 36
and it appeared they might be breeding. Two Freckled Ducks
were still present on 21 November 2021. Hoary-headed Grebe,
Australasian Shoveler, Hardhead, Blue-billed Duck, Musk Duck,
Grey Teal, Pink-eared Duck and Pacific Black Duck were all
confirmed breeding at the lake this season. Six pairs of Blacktailed Native-hens were at Tom South Lake on 15 October
2021. One Spotless Crake and a Baillon’s Crake were sighted
on 17 October 2021.
A visit on 5 January 2022 to Tom South Lake showed that the
smaller lakes around the fringe had dried out. The main lake
still had deep water and the vegetation around the edges was
flooded. On the drying mudflats were 23 Red-kneed Dotterels
of which five were juveniles and there were two pairs of Blackfronted Dotterels.
I estimated that there were about 40 Black-tailed Native-hens
scattered around the lake in small family groups. There was a
large number of mostly juvenile White-faced Herons feeding
on fresh water crustaceans and large tadpoles. Post breeding
flocks of Grey Teal, Australasian Shoveler, Pink-eared Duck and
Pacific Black Duck were loafing around the edges of the lake.
Flightless juveniles from Grey Teal and Pink-eared Duck were
hiding within flooded paperbarks to avoid patrolling Swamp
Harriers and a Brown Goshawk. Two Freckled Duck were seen.
Eurasian Coot was still nesting. Some old Australian Spotted
Crake nests were found, with egg shell fragments indicating
possible hatching.
At Bob’s Lake, next to Tom South Lake, a pair of Yellow-billed
Spoonbill nested for the first time, possibly as a result of the
wet winter.
References
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Steve Elson

Ongerup, Park Road
On 3 January 2022, I visited a small fresh water wetland off
Park Road. The water depth in the deepest part of the wetland
was four feet.
This wetland contained two small colonies of Little Pied
Cormorant. In one colony all the young had fledged and
formed a creche. A close look at the old nests and perches
showed traces of the food consumed with the majority
seeming to consist of Spotted-thighed Frogs Litoria
cyclorhyncha and their tadpoles. Yellow-billed Spoonbills were
nesting in the wetland, possibly up to five pairs.
Page 24

Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 181 March 2022

Observations
This list has been compiled by the WA Records Officer with input from the WA Records Committee. Metropolitan suburbs or
shires are in parentheses. Please report interesting observations the WA Records Officer, John Graff (wasightings@birdlife.org.
au) or to the BirdLife WA office (9383 7749). Sightings are included on the BirdLife WA sightings page (http://birdswa.com.au/
sightings.htm) as soon as possible, and the most interesting are selected for inclusion in the next WABN.
Includes records received up to and including 17th January.
Highlights
The highlights of a busy quarter were mainly in the north, starting with a Common Ringed Plover on the mudflats of Roebuck
Bay near Broome Bird Observatory. It was first found in October, then not reported again until December, when its identification
as Common Ringed was firmed. In late November, a Northern Boobook and an Island Monarch were found during a visit to
Browse Island off the Kimberley coast, and an Arctic Warbler and Grey Wagtail were detected on automated recording units
deployed on the island. In December, a White Wagtail was found at the South Hedland sewage ponds, seemingly belonging to
the subspecies lugens. The small mango patch at Sandfire Roadhouse between Broome and Port Hedland produced an excellent
double with a Narcissus Flycatcher and Kamchatka Leaf Warbler found together in January. The flycatcher was subsequently
seen well by a number of observers, but the warbler proved elusive; fortunately, it was relocated at least once, and sound
recordings obtained to allow identification. Perhaps most extraordinarily, photos surfaced of a breeding plumage Spotted
Redshank, taken at an undisclosed location in the East Kimberley in August.
In the south-west, a major highlight was a male Leaden Flycatcher seen and photographed near Jerramungup. A Great
Shearwater was an early-season highlight for Orca tours to the Bremer Canyon off the south coast, while Barau’s Petrel
continues to be a regular though scarce visitor to the south coast in summer. A Eurasian Curlew appeared for the second
summer running around the Vasse-Wonnerup Estuary.

METROPOLITAN (UBD Street
Directory)
Wandering x Plumed Whistling-Duck
– 1, 28/12/20-13/01/22, Yangedi
Rd wetland (Hopelands) – AW et al.
(hybrids rarely reported, all whistlingducks rare visitors to the south-west;
photographs)
Fork-tailed [Pacific] Swift – 30-40,
09/12/21, Ricey Beach (Rottnest
Island) – DeM (rare visitor to the
south-west)
White-faced Storm-Petrel – 200+,
20/11/21, Perth Canyon, offshore
Perth – DM et al. (high count off
Perth)
Royal Spoonbill – 1, 01-21/11/21,
Bardoc Reserve (Greenfields) – DD et
al. (rare in the south-west, likely same
bird reported in Mandurah area over
recent years; photographs)
PURPLE HERON – 1 possible, 14/10/21,
Bibra Lake (Bibra Lake) – SS * 1
possible, 30/12/21, Picnic Cove, Lake
Joondalup (Edgewater) – RO (vagrant
to Western Australia; subject to BARC
acceptance)
Beach Stone-curlew – 1, 18/10/21,
Long Point, Port Kennedy Scientific
Park (Port Kennedy) – BM (vagrant
to south-west; likely same bird
previously reported from islands off
Perth; photographs)
Terek Sandpiper – 1, 16/10/21,
Gnangara Lake (Gnangara) – DM * 6,
11/01/22, Len Howard Conservation
Park (Erskine) – DD & LL (rare on
freshwater; high count for the southwest)
Little Buttonquail – 1, 16/10/21,
backyard (Bayswater) – SSm (rare
visitor to the south-west)
Common Gull-billed Tern – up to 4
presumed ssp. affinis, 20/12/2112/01/22, Coodanup Foreshore and

Nairns (Coodanup) – BH et al. * 3,
14/01/22, Austin Bay NR (South
Yunderup) – NH (rarely reported in the
south-west; photographs)
Long-tailed Jaeger – 1, 20/10/21,
West End (Rottnest Island) – BR
(rarely reported off the west coast)
Oriental (Crested) Honey-Buzzard
– up to 2, 19/11/21-15/01/22,
Lake Joondalup (Joondalup/
Wanneroo/Edgewater) – DM, PB et
al. * 1, 28/11/21, Herdsman Lake
(Herdsman) – JK et al. * up to 2,
01/12/21-14/01/22, Bibra Lake (Bibra
Lake) & North Lake (North Lake) – DM
et al. * 1, 30/12/21, Loch McNess,
Yanchep NP (Yanchep) – MG (vagrant
to Western Australia; returning
individuals; photographs)
Eurasian Hobby – 1 flying south,
24/11/21, Herdsman Lake (Herdsman)
– BB * 1 adult, 03/12/21-17/01/22,
North Lake (North Lake) – JA et al.
* 1, 17/01/22, Bibra Lake (Bibra
Lake) – PS (vagrant to Western
Australia; likely returning individual;
photographs)
Masked Woodswallow – 600,
15/10/21, Hopkins Rd (Carabooda) –
DM * 10, 04/01/22, Old Yanchep Rd
(Pinjar) – MG (occasional visitor to the
south-west)

SOUTH WEST (Shark Bay to
Cape Arid)
Wandering Whistling-Duck – 1,
05/07/19, Wickepin townsite
(Wickepin) – LJG (rare visitor to the
south-west)
Barau’s Petrel – 1, 06/01/22; 1,
16/01/22; 1, 17/01/22, Bremer
Canyon, offshore Bremer Bay
(Jerramungup) – KL, SR et al. (scarce
visitor to waters off Western Australia;
photographs)
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Sooty Shearwater – 1, 11/10/21, Cave
Point, Torndirrup NP (Albany) – SF
(scarce visitor to waters off Western
Australia)
GREAT SHEARWATER – 1, 08/01/22,
Bremer Canyon, offshore Bremer Bay
(Jerramungup) – KL (rare visitor to
waters of Western Australia; subject
to BARC acceptance; photographs)
Beach Stone-curlew – 1, 13/10/21,
Four Mile Beach, Fitzgerald River NP
(Ravensthorpe) – GN (vagrant to
south-west; photographs)
EURASIAN CURLEW – 1 female,
17/11/21 & 23/12/12, VasseWonnerup Estuary (Busselton) – CT
& KW (vagrant to Western Australia;
subject to BARC acceptance;
photographs)
Little Button-quail – 1, 23/10/21,
Cheyne Beach (Albany) – PT & RH
(rare visitor to the south-west;
photographs)
LEADEN FLYCATCHER – 1 male,
17/11/21, 20km east of Jerramungup
(Jerramungup) – SE (vagrant
to southern Western Australia;
photographs)

ARID ZONE
Chestnut Teal – 1 male, 23/10/21, Gap
Ridge Wastewater Treatment Plant,
Karratha (Roebourne) – NK et al. (rare
visitor to the Pilbara)
Red-tailed Tropicbird – 1, 12/01/21,
Cape Inscription, Dirk Hartog Island
(Shark Bay) – KR (scarce off the west
coast)
Greater Sand Plover – 1, 20/10/21,
Wyuna Bore, c. 45km west of
Rawlinna (Kalgoorlie-Boulder) – MC &
GM (unusual inland)
Oriental Plover – 4, 11/11/21, EuclaReid Road, c. 16km NNW of Eucla
(Dundas) – JG & JK * 1, 11/11/21, c.
12km NNW of Eucla (Dundas) – JG &
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JK * 16, 15/11/21, c. 10km north of
Eucla (Dundas) – JG (rarely reported
in southern Western Australia;
photographs)
Ruff – 1 juvenile, 16-26/10/21, Hamelin
Homestead (Shark Bay) – DA et
al. * 2, early 12/21, Port Hedland
Saltworks (Port Hedland) – FO, PT
et al. (scarce migrant to Western
Australia; photographs)
Little Stint – 1, 18/10/21, Marble Bar
Road, c. 5km north of Marble Bar
(East Pilbara) – NJ & AB (scarce
migrant to Western Australia;
photographs)
White-fronted Chat – 2, 02/12/21,
Exmouth Wastewater Treatment
Plant (Exmouth) – PW (north of usual
range; photographs)
WHITE WAGTAIL – 1 ssp. lugens,
08-10/12/21, South Hedland
Wastewater Treatment Plant (Port
Hedland) – FO, PT et al. (vagrant to
Western Australia; subject to BARC
acceptance; photographs)

KIMBERLEY
Eastern [Pacific] Koel – 1, 22/10/2111/01/22, Lullfitz Dr (Broome) – KJC
et al. (rare in the Broome region;
photographs and audio recordings)
Abbott’s Booby – 1, 19/11/21, at sea
c. 150km NW of Dampier Peninsula

(Broome) – GS, NJ et al. (rare visitor
to waters off Western Australia;
photographs)
COMMON RINGED PLOVER – 1, 0410/10/21; 10-17/12/21, Roebuck
Bay nr Broome Bird Observatory
(Broome) – GS et al. (3rd record for
Western Australia; subject to BARC
acceptance; photographs)
Ruff – 1, 16/11/21, Eighty Mile Beach
Caravan Park (Broome) – BG (scarce
migrant to Western Australia;
photographs)
Little Stint – 1 in breeding plumage,
11/11/21, Lake Eda (Broome) – NK
et al. (scarce migrant to Western
Australia; photographs)
Red-necked Phalarope – 1, 22/12/21,
Broome South Wastewater Treatment
Plant (Broome) – AB et al. (rare
migrant to Western Australia;
photographs)
SPOTTED REDSHANK – 1 breeding
plumage, 24/08/21, unknown
waterhole (Wyndham-East Kimberley)
– GP (vagrant to Western Australia;
specific location withheld by observer;
subject to BARC acceptance;
photographs)
NORTHERN BOOBOOK – 1, 25/11/21,
Browse Island (Wyndham-East
Kimberley) – GS, NJ et al. (3rd record

for Western Australia; subject to
BARC acceptance; photographs; taxon
previously referred to as Brown HawkOwl ssp. japonica)
Orange Chat – 1 male, 11-21/11/21,
Taylors Lagoon (Broome) – NK et
al. * 1 female, 16/11/21, Lake Eda
(Broome) – GS (rare visitor to the
Kimberley; photographs of Taylors
bird)
Arafura Fantail – 1, 14/11-05/12/21,
Nimalarragun (Nimalaica) Wetland
(Broome) – CH et al. (south-west of
usual range; photographs)
ISLAND MONARCH – 1, 25/11/21,
Browse Island (Wyndham-East
Kimberley) – GS, NJ et al.
ARCTIC WARBLER – 1 call recorded,
11-12/11/21, Browse Island
(Wyndham-East Kimberley) – NJ (1st
record for Western Australia confirmed
by audio recording; subject to BARC
acceptance; audio recording)
KAMCHATKA LEAF WARBLER – 1,
12/01/22 & 16/01/22, Sandfire
Roadhouse (Broome) – OG, BV et
al. (2nd record for Western Australia
[NB there are a number of records
of Arctic-type Warblers predating
taxonomic revision that are now
not able to be identified to species
level]; subject to BARC acceptance;
photographs and audio recordings)
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NARCISSUS FLYCATCHER – 1
immature male, 12-17/01/22,
Sandfire Roadhouse (Broome)
– OG, BV et al. (2nd record for
Western Australia; subject to BARC
acceptance; photographs and audio
recordings)
Chestnut-breasted Mannikin – 1,
10/10/21; 1, 07/11/21, Taylors
Lagoon (Broome) – JT et al. (southwest of usual range)
Grey Wagtail – 1 call recorded,
16/11/21, Browse Island (WyndhamEast Kimberley) – NJ * 1, 1721/11/21, Lake Eda (Broome) – NK et
al. (rare migrant to Western Australia;
audio recording of Browse bird,
photographs of Lake Eda bird)

ASHMORE REEF
Dark swiftlet sp. – 1 probable Ediblenest, 22/11/21, Middle Island – CR
* 1 probable Edible-nest, 22/11/21,
West Island – GS, NJ et al. (dark
swiftlets rare visitors to Australian
territory; records likely involve
same individual; subject to BARC
acceptance; photographs)
TRINDADE PETREL – 1 dark morph,
21/11/21, West Island – GS, NJ
et al. (4th record for Australian
territory; subject to BARC acceptance;
photographs; likely same bird seen
previously on West Island)
Arafura Fantail – 1 ssp. semicollaris,
21-23/11/21, West Island – GS, NJ
et al. (subspecies semicollaris from
Lesser Sundas vagrant to Australian
territory; subject to BARC acceptance;
photographs)
SPECTACLED MONARCH – 1-2 ssp.
trivirgatus each day (3+ individuals
total), 21-24/11/21, West Island –

GS, NJ et al. (nominate subspecies
vagrant to Australian territory; subject
to BARC acceptance; photographs)
KAMCHATKA LEAF WARBLER – 1, 2122/11/21, West Island – GS, NJ et al.
(vagrant or rare migrant to Australian
territory; subject to BARC acceptance;
audio recordings)
Arctic-type Warbler – 1-3 each day,
21-24/11/21, West Island – GS, NJ
et al. (rare migrant to Australian
territory; photographs)

COCOS (KEELING) ISLANDS
HODGSON’S HAWK-CUCKOO – 1, 1330/11/21, settlement, West Island
– GC et al. (vagrant to Australia
territory; subject to BARC acceptance)
SQUARE-TAILED DRONGO-CUCKOO
– 1, 07-18/01/22, Quarantine Station,
West Island – GC et al. (vagrant to
Australia territory; subject to BARC
acceptance; photographs)
CORNCRAKE – 1, 13/12/21 &
18/12/21, The Farm, West Island –
GC (vagrant to Australia territory;
subject to BARC acceptance;
photographs)

(rare migrant to Australian territory;
subject to BARC acceptance)
EURASIAN HOBBY – 1, 16-25/11/21;
1, 31/12/21-01/01/22, West Island
– GC et al. (vagrant to Australia
territory; subject to BARC acceptance;
photographs)
BROWN SHRIKE – 1, 10/12/2118/01/22, West Island – RB, GC et
al. (vagrant to Australian territory;
subject to BARC acceptance;
photographs)
EYEBROWED THRUSH – 3, 1117/12/21, West Island – RB, GC et
al. (vagrant to Australian territory;
subject to BARC acceptance)
GREY-STREAKED FLYCATCHER – 1,
05/12/21-18/01/22, West Island –
RB, GC et al. (vagrant to Australian
territory; subject to BARC acceptance;
photographs)
Asian Brown Flycatcher – 1, 0509/11/21, Trannies Beach, West
Island – GC et al. (rare migrant to
Australian territory; subject to BARC
acceptance)

PURPLE HERON – 1, 13/11/2018/01/22, West Island – GC et al.
(vagrant to Australia territory; subject
to BARC acceptance; photographs)

CHRISTMAS ISLAND

Chinese Goshawk – 2, 12/1119/12/21, The Farm, West Island –
GC et al. (rare migrant to Australian
territory; subject to BARC acceptance;
photographs)

Arctic-type Warbler – 1, 24-29/12/21,
cnr of Lily Beach Rd and Linkwater
Rd – AS (rare migrant to Australian
territory)

Japanese Sparrowhawk – 2, 1213/11/21, Becek Besar, West Island
– GC et al. * 1, 13/11-19/12/21,
The Farm, West Island – GC et al. *
1, 02/01/22, West Island – GC et al.

Pacific Black Duck – 1, 04/09/21,
Hidden Garden Sustainable Farm – PM
(vagrant to Christmas Island)

ASIAN BROWN FLYCATCHER – 1, 2229/12/21, Territory Day Park – AS,
MaC et al. * 1, 28/12/21, Blowholes
Rd – MaC (rare migrant to Australian
territory; subject to BARC acceptance;
photographs)

OBSERVERS
AB = Adrian Boyle

DD = Drew Davison

KJC = Kandy & John Curran

OG = Olivia Garcey

AS = Alistair Stewart

DM = Dan Mantle

KL = Keith Lightbody

PB = Plaxy Barratt

AW = Aidan Williams

DeM = Des Moran

KR = Kelly Rayner

PM = Peter Morant

BB = Bill Betts

FO = Frank O’Connor

KW = Kim Williams

PS = Paul Swan

BG = Bruce Greatwich

GC = Geof Christie

LJG = Louie-Jane Gamble

PW = Peter White

BH = Benjamin Hicks

GM = Glenn Moore

LL = Lan Lowson

RB = Richard Baxter

BM = Brad Maryan

GN = Greg Neill

MaC = Mark Cavill

RH = Robert Hamilton

BR = Bill Rutherford

GP = Greg Postle

MC = Michael Craig

RO = Rachel Olsen

BV = Ben Vasic

GS = George Swann

MG = Martin Greenwood

SE = Steve Elson

CH = Chris Hassell

JA = Jason Abuso

NH = Nick Hart

SF = Stewart Ford

CR = Colin Rogers

JG = John Graff

NJ = Nigel Jackett

SR = Steve Reynolds

CT = Christine Taylor

JK = Joshua Keen

NK = Nyil Khwaja

SS = Serin Subaraj

DA = Danny Akers

JT = Jane Taylor

PT = Peter Taylor

SSm = Sean Smithies
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WA LIST REVIEW: 2021
This annual review lists changes to the state ‘list’ for Western Australia, arising from new records or changes in taxonomy, from
the previous calendar year. It also reports decisions by the BirdLife Australia Rarities Committee (BARC) affecting WA and its
adjacent Australian external territories, revisiting records previously reported in the WABN ‘Observations’ column as “subject to
BARC review”. For the purposes of this review, ‘Western Australia’ includes pelagic waters and most islands out to 200 nautical
miles, but excludes Ashmore & Cartier Reefs, Christmas Island, and Cocos/Keeling Islands.

‘FIRST FOR WA’ RECORDS REPORTED IN 2021

SCIENTIFIC NAME CHANGES FOR WA BIRDS IN 2021

Watercock Gallicrex cinerea, 01/2021 Coral Bay (WABN 178,
BARC pending); [Australian] Golden Whistler Pachycephala
pectoralis (cf. Western Whistler), 07/2021 near Newman
(WABN 180).

IOC (11.2-12.1) (Gill, Donsker and Rasmussen 2022): Brown
Quail Synoicus ypsilophorus; King Quail Synoicus chinensis;
Swinhoe’s Storm Petrel Hydrobates monorhis, Matsudaira's
Storm Petrel Hydrobates matsudairae, Leach's Storm Petrel
Hydrobates leucorhous (formerly genus Oceanodroma).

BARC DECISIONS IN 2021 FOR WA AND ADJACENT
TERRITORIES
‘Mainland’ WA:
ACCEPTED – #1173 Manx Shearwater, 07/2020 Perth Canyon
pelagic (WABN 176); #1175 Buff-breasted Sandpiper,
11/2020 Eighty Mile Beach (WABN 177); #1186 Atlantic
Yellow-nosed Albatross, 05/2019 Perth Canyon pelagic (WABN
171).
NOT ACCEPTED - #1109 Tristan Albatross, 02/2020 Bremer
Canyon (not reported in WABN, see https://ebird.org/
checklist/S64082550); #1170 Hudsonian Godwit, 11/2020
Port Kennedy Beach (subsequently identified as a hybrid, see
WABN 177).
Cocos/Keeling Islands:
ACCEPTED – #1172 Corncrake, 11/2020 (WABN 177).
Christmas Island:
ACCEPTED – #1154 Tropical Shearwater, 2017-2019 (WABN
173).

TAXONOMIC ‘SPLITS’ AND ‘LUMPS’ OF WA BIRDS IN
2021
IOC (11.2-12.1) (Gill, Donsker & Rasmussen, 2022): SPLIT
– Australian Zebra Finch Taeniopygia castanotis from Sunda
(Timor) Zebra Finch, based on distinct morphology, voice,
genetic structure and assortative mating (e.g. Clayton 1990).
Clements/eBird v.2021 (Clements et al. 2021): SPLIT –
Arafura Shrikethrush Colluricincla megarhyncha split from
Little Shrike thrush. LUMP – Sandhill Grasswren Amytornis
oweni lumped with Rufous Grasswren Amytornis whitei.
HBW/BirdLife International (2021) v.6: none.
The BirdLife Australia Working List of Australian Birds was not
updated in 2021.

ENGLISH NAME CHANGES FOR WA BIRDS IN 2021
IOC (11.2-12.1) (Gill, Donsker & Rasmussen, 2022): Radjah
Shelduck (was Raja Shelduck), Australian Zebra Finch (see
split above).
Clements/eBird v.2021 (Clements et al. 2021): Rufous
Grasswren (was Pilbara Grasswren); Nankeen Night-Heron
(was Rufous Night-Heron), Nankeen Kestrel (was Australian
Kestrel).
These changes bring the WA state bird list (excluding offshore
external territories) to 610 species using IOC (12.1) taxonomy,
or 613 species following BirdLife Australia’s Working List of
Australian Birds (v.3) (BirdLife Australia 2019).
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FRED JACOBY PARK/PORTAGABRA TRACK, 19
SEPTEMBER
Mist was hanging in the still morning air when 24 members
and visitors set off to walk around Fred Jacoby Park and along
the Portagabra Track. The most numerous species, Striated
Pardalote and Red Wattlebird, made their presence known
from the outset. Other species were calling high in the trees
but all were moving quickly and it was difficult to obtain clear
views. It was disappointing to record Rainbow Lorikeets at this
location as they appear to be spreading their range deeper
into the forested areas. Leaving the park, the group walked
under the Goldfields water supply pipeline before starting the
gradual ascent to the top of the ridge. When birds were scarce
there were plenty of wildflowers to keep people interested.
Highlights along this section were Red-winged Fairy-wren,
Western Thornbill and a small group of Varied Sittellas. Upon
reaching the top of the ridge, the views to the south were
quite spectacular, causing some people to miss the Splendid
Fairy-wren and Gilbert’s Honeyeater that were recorded
nearby.
Descending back towards the park, good views were obtained
of Scarlet Robin and Western Spinebill, with many other
species previously recorded being seen again. After crossing
the bridge over the pipeline both Red-tailed and Carnaby’s
Black-Cockatoos flew low overhead.
Morning tea was enjoyed in the sunshine near the carpark
while the bird list was compiled. A Shining Bronze-Cuckoo
started calling just as everyone was packing up bringing the
total number of species to 35.
Peter Sandilands

LAKE FORRESTDALE, 16 OCTOBER
Eighteen people attended the annual bird walk at Lake
Forrestdale Nature Reserve. This year the lake was the
deepest it has been for over ten years. Last year’s maximum
depth was only 230 mm, but on the day of the bird walk, the
depth of the lake was 640 mm which meant there was no
exposed mud for waders.
Because of restricted viewing over the Typha (bulrushes), not
many waterbirds could be seen from the viewing platform,
but some of the birds we did see were Musk Duck, Australian
Shelduck, over 50 Black Swans and as many cygnets. From
the platform, we also saw three raptor species: Australian
Hobby, Swamp Harrier and Brown Goshawk.
We then drove to the Forrestdale Primary School on Broome
Street and walked the banksia woodland trail to the viewing
site and chair overlooking the lake from the east side. Here
we added four Great Egrets, White-faced Heron and Australian
White Ibis. Highlights of the trail walk were White-winged
Triller, Varied Sittella, Grey Shrike-thrush, Scarlet Robin and
Splendid Fairy-wren.
After bird call some of the group went on to Stirling Road
swamp. Highlights here were Nankeen Kestrel, Pied Stilt,
Cattle Egret, Hardhead, Yellow-billed Spoonbill, White-necked
Heron, Grey Butcherbird and as reliable as ever, Yellowthroated Miner on the adjoining golf course.
Forty-seven species were seen within the Lake Forrestdale
Nature Reserve; of these only nine were waterbirds. With the
Stirling Road swamp area included, 55 species were seen.
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LEN HOWARD RESERVE, MANDURAH, 31 OCTOBER
A small group of BirdLife members met at Len Howard Reserve
for a rewarding bird walk. Prior to setting off on our walk we
had a brief talk with Salt and Bush Eco Tour guides who were
setting off in their kayak to survey birds on sandbars/islands
and encourage Fairy Tern breeding in the area.
The water level in the lake was the highest we had seen and
there were fewer ducks and cormorants compared to those
usually seen at this time of the year. The bush walk area
had regenerated since the fire earlier in the year. The water
surface was almost carpeted with algae. Pacific Black Ducks
could be seen struggling to negotiate this matted area.
Several Australian Shelducks were present and there was a
background noise of Pied Stilts, Australian Ravens and once
a pair of Australian Pied Oystercatcher were flying over and
calling. We walked to the Bird Hide, finding Splendid Fairywren, Inland Thornbill and Western Gerygone in the bush.
White-faced Heron and Little Egret were foraging in the algalcovered estuary. A Common Sandpiper was seen flying past as
we returned to the car park.
We drove around to The Chimneys. Here we ‘scoped the
sandbars, finding terns, cormorants and a small group of
Great Knots busily feeding. During the walk along the estuary
Common Greenshank and Buff banded Rail were found. Also,
three godwits were seen slowly moving along the edge of the
channel. Despite the saline water they were seen to be
Black-tailed Godwits. No Osprey was seen on the nest,
but had been flying over us during the walk.

Morning tea was enjoyed under the eucalypts in the picnic
area. One participant who returned later than the rest added
Western Rosella, not often seen in John Forrest National Park,
to the list making the total for the excursion 44 species.
Peter Sandilands

ASCOT WATERS, 18 NOVEMBER
For a revegetated old rubbish tip, Ascot Waters is surprisingly
good birding. There are new notice boards calling it Swan
Island and the combination of trees, flowering plants and
surrounding river makes for a good variety of bird species.
The car park was very active with Shining Bronze-Cuckoo
calling, New Holland, Brown, Singing, and White-cheeked
Honeyeaters and Yellow-rumped Thornbill. An Osprey did a fly
over as did cormorants, Australasian Darter and a Yellow-billed
Spoonbill. Little Corella, Long-billed Corella, Galah, Red-tailed
Black-Cockatoo and the inevitable Rainbow Lorikeet flew over.
We had seen over 20 species before leaving the car park.
Five species of duck were seen and the frequent calls of Little
Grassbird accompanied us around the 3 km track. A Brown
Goshawk was seen well on our return to the car park.
We moved to a nearby location for morning tea and added
another three species to the list for a final total of 54 species
for the morning.
Sue Abbotts

A Grey Butcherbird was feeding a recently fledged
bird and we had morning tea with Red-capped Parrots
moving through the branches above us. We found 66
species.
Although the official walk was over, most of us headed
over to Erskine Lakes to view the large breeding colony
of Cattle Egret and Little Egret in their spectacular
plumage.
Claire Gerrish

JOHN FORREST NATIONAL PARK, 7 NOVEMBER
Nineteen people set off in perfect weather conditions for
birding: no cloud, temperature in the low 20s and a light
easterly breeze. While walking past the old Jane Brook
swimming pool, which is now home to a number of
Australian Wood Ducks and Pacific Black Ducks, a Little
Pied Cormorant was seen perching on an overhanging
branch. Overhead, a single Straw-necked Ibis was mixed
up with a flock of two species of corella. The group
followed the brook for some distance before crossing the
old railway alignment and moving further into the park.
At this point Hidi and Alfred noticed an Australian Hobby,
the first of three raptor species seen during the walk.
A bird at the top of a tall Jarrah tree avoided being
identified for some time before the cameras were able
to get a clear picture to solve the problem, an Elegant
Parrot. After a period of relatively few birds, the descent
through the Wandoo valley provided renewed impetus
for the widely separated group with Square-tailed Kite,
Sacred Kingfisher and Rufous Treecreeper being seen.
One lucky person also saw some Varied Sittellas. Some
time was spent trying to observe a number of whistlers
that were calling loudly amongst the thick vegetation
along a creek line. Both Golden and Rufous Whistler
were added to the list plus Grey Shrike-thrush before
the group returned to the picnic area along the old
railway alignment.
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NORTH LAKE, 20 NOVEMBER

GARVEY PARK, 5 DECEMBER

Contending with less than ideal parking conditions, 28
members and four visitors managed to start our walk from the
Hope Road entry to this Beeliar Wetland area, under warm,
but cloudy skies.

Sixteen people enjoyed a warm morning’s birding with the
final total of 50 being close to the highest we have recorded at
this site.

An early viewing of Striated Pardalote showed the possible
benefits of multiple nesting boxes recently erected, however
those seen were, ironically, frequenting natural tree hollows.
Thanks to Chris’s eagle-eye, we all managed good sightings
of a Tawny Frogmouth as we deviated to a secondary wetland
area, where the first of seven duck species were recorded
along with a Fan-tailed Cuckoo.
Numerous sightings were had of Splendid Fairy-wrens and
fly-overs of Australian Pelican, Australasian Darter, Great and
Little Egrets, Australian White Ibis and Little Pied Cormorant.
A loop around the southern side of the earlier mentioned
wetland, resulted in adding the seasonal migratory Rainbow
Bee-eater and White-winged Triller to our count.
Returning to our entry point for morning tea and bird-call,
our raptor count had included several sightings of a Brown
Goshawk and a distant hunting Swamp Harrier, then two more
raptors above us. Initially we thought one could be a Little
Eagle that had been sighted in the area recently. However, the
experts amended the original call, as these were identified as
two of the regularly visiting vagrant, Crested/Oriental Honey
Buzzard, a real highlight, to take our tally for the walk to 55
species.

Mistletoebird is one of the regular sightings for this walk. It
was heard in several areas and most had reasonable views of
it among red-flowering mistletoe in casuarinas.
Both Caspian and Crested Terns were recorded, but no waders
or Buff-banded Rail, despite the low tide and extensive mudflats. A small flock of Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo flew over, but
surprising omissions were Grey Fantail and Grey Butcherbird.
A pair of Whistling Kite, only recorded once before (January
2020), was seen in the vicinity of a nest but it was not clear
whether it was their nest, or whether it was in use.
Highlights were Little Grassbird, heard in sedge beds just
before the boardwalk, and Rufous Songlark calling from a tall
tree on Ron Courtney Island.
A surprising new entry, apart from the songlark, was Welcome
Swallow!
Three species were recorded breeding: Eurasian Coot and
Australasian Grebe on the small pool away from the river;
Galah was heard feeding young in a nest hollow near the carpark.
But the mystery of the morning had to be the Corella sp. in a
nest hollow just beyond the boardwalk – was it another Little
or a Western?

Thanks to Sue, Nigel, JD, Peter and Chris (x2) for their
assistance.
Alan Watson

WALYUNGA NATIONAL PARK, 27 NOVEMBER
Eighteen people joined the walk and the more observant
attendees had already seen a small group of Emus on the road
into the park. While we were in the car park going through
the signing in process some of the early arrivals saw a pair
of Brown-headed Honeyeater, a number of Golden Whistlers,
and a Brown Goshawk that provided us with good views as it
circled above us.
We set off on the path towards Syd's Rapids and saw that the
water level in the river appeared to be quite high for the time
of year – not entirely unexpected after the wet winter that we
have had. Only three duck species, Eurasian Coot, and the two
small cormorant species were recorded on the water.
We were accompanied with the persistent calls of Striated
Pardalote and Rufous Whistler as we walked and the excellent
views of the Sacred Kingfisher were appreciated. We found a
number of young Red-capped Robins and a striking male that
was busy finding food for them.
Further along the path we had good views of a Collared
Sparrowhawk and Mistletoebird.
On the return journey we had views of Yellow-rumped and
Western Thornbills, and we added Scarlet and White-breasted
Robins to our list, as well as Splendid Fairy-wren and Rainbow
Bee-eater.
Another rewarding walk in Walyunga National Park that
produced a total of 41 species.
Clive Nealon

George and Pam Agar

PENGUIN ISLAND, 9 DECEMBER
Seeing a Little Penguin when visiting the island is not always
guaranteed unless you visit the Discovery Centre there, so for
the people on this excursion our chances were slim. For most
of the year the penguins spend daylight hours foraging at sea,
returning at dusk to roost for the night. One, that had started
its moult, was seen in a cave, the only one on this trip. This
colony is in some trouble and there are web sites where you
can read about their plight.
The two boardwalks on the island lead to the western beaches
where the Crested Terns had many half-grown chicks on
the beach, along with Caspian Terns and Silver Gulls. The
migratory Bridled Terns were seen over much of the island
where they too breed. The largest group of Australian Pelican
was seen from the highest lookout. Osprey was the only raptor
spotted, while back at the picnic area the ever reliable Buffbanded Rail, Willy Wagtail and the two resident Australian
Ravens put in an appearance. Singing Honeyeater is usually
the only honeyeater recorded and may just be a casual visitor
from the mainland 600 metres away. Fifteen species were
tallied on this warm morning, thanks to all who attended.
Pauline Woolley

ALFRED COVE, 12 DECEMBER
It was a pleasant morning on the December excursion at It
was a pleasant morning on the December excursion at Alfred
Cove. Forty-nine species of birds were seen, which were
mainly the bush birds and the water birds, as the tide was not
favourable for the waders. Grey Plover, Common Greenshank,
Pied Stilt and Australian Pied Oystercatcher were the only
waders seen.
Another group of five waders flew in late after most of the
group had moved on. Being a good distance away, they were
difficult to identify. Even the big cameras could not get a good
view of them.
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Sharp-tailed Sandpipers were mentioned but not having seen
Sharp-tailed for nearly ten years in the Cove, I was sceptical
about marking the species as a sighting. The unidentified
wader was recorded as an identified species. During the
previous week I had seen five Great Knots.
Following the Osprey’s activities weekly has been interesting.
The male has been agitated when two new Ospreys were in
his territory. On one occasion two Ospreys appeared to be
aggressive with one another, bearing talons at each other in
flight.
On the day of the excursion one Osprey decisively escorted
two Galahs out of his patch, which is not usual and it looked
as if the Osprey meant business. There was one Osprey on the
nest with two chicks.
Since drafting my report, the sad news is one Osprey chick is
missing and the second Osprey was found near the car park
and the chick was rescued.
The 25 members and guests saw plenty of bush birds and the
highlight for the morning was two Tawny Frogmouths with
one in full view, perched on a branch, while the second bird
was camouflaged in a nearby hollow. The Little Grassbird and
the Yellow-rumped Thornbill were heard calling during the
morning.
Toni Webster

LAKE CARINE, 18 DECEMBER
Eleven BirdLife members walked around Lake Carine, noting
the high water level and number of waterbirds: Musk Duck,
Blue-billed Duck and a large number of Pacific Black Ducks.
Dusky Moorhen and Eurasian Coot were plentiful. A Hoaryheaded Grebe was an unusual sighting here.
Of the bush birds, Yellow-rumped Thornbill and Grey Fantail
were the most common. Only one raptor species was seen,
three Swamp Harriers, one of which had the plumage of an
immature bird. Rufous Whistlers were heard several times
during the walk. Four honeyeater species were seen, but apart
from bottlebrush there was not much in blossom.

Seven species were breeding: Pied Stilt, White-faced Heron,
Australasian Darter, Eurasian Coot, Australasian Grebe, Galah
and Sacred Kingfisher.
Pam Agar

HERDSMAN LAKE, 5 FEBRUARY
Thirteen members and one visitor with two well behaved and
interested young boys who were learning about the natural
world about them, enjoyed our bird walk. Due to the severely
reduced water levels and the dry and vegetated muddy edges,
the walk followed the path around the lake to the Gould
League Wildlife Centre boardwalk, stopping to see the roosting
Nankeen Night-Herons on the way. Here we found many Grey
Teal, some Pacific Black Ducks and two Pink-eared Ducks.
Most of the Boardwalk area was dry, but not vegetated. An
Australian Reed Warbler appeared to be watching us from the
top of a Typha stalk. A pair of Rufous Whistlers showed and
called briefly as we moved on towards Moondine Drive.
Here on the edge of some open water, were several of the
ducks already seen and an Australasian Shoveler with his large
bill and orange legs. The muddy areas here are now vegetated
and recently dry, with the wading birds now relegated to the
shallow wet areas of the middle of the lake. They are only
seen when flushed by raptors such as a young Swamp Harrier
which we saw several times. Our main attraction in this area
was the five Tawny Frogmouths, three adults and two downy
youngsters. The Rainbow Bee-eaters have moved away from
their nesting site very recently, but we did find a pair of
Sacred Kingfishers. Grey Fantail and Yellow-rumped Thornbill
were present as were Willie Wagtail and Magpie-lark. Large
numbers of Australian Pelicans were on the move constantly,
making good use of the available thermals.
Our total count was 56 species, which included all the ibis
group and some Australasian Grebes. There was a constant
call from young Great Crested Grebes urging their parents to
continue to feed them.
Claire Gerrish

Welcome Swallows foraging for insects were seen the whole
morning and several Tree Martins too. The Tawny Frogmouths
were roosting in eucalypt foliage near the Horse Paddock.
Over 100 Little Corellas were checked near the Horse Paddock,
but the Long-billed Corellas were only found near the team
sports area. Rainbow Lorikeet and Galah were also present. No
doves were heard or seen.
There was a total of 44 bird species found.
Claire Gerrish

CANNING RIVER REGIONAL PARK, 1 JANUARY
In beautiful mild summer weather, 24 people joined us for the
usual loop walk from Kent St Weir to Greenfield St Bridge and
back. But we weren’t alone: the regular Saturday morning
park runners had a New Year’s Day run, the banjo group was
there as usual and since the café was open, dog-walkers and
early coffee-drinkers were also out in force.
With a smallish group we all walked together though a mix
of very experienced birders and total beginners made for an
interesting morning with people well spread out. Consequently,
we didn’t visit Liege St Wetlands, and we forgot about Wilson
Lagoon after morning tea! However, it is doubtful that many, if
any, species would have been added to the list.
A total of 51 species was recorded, including some less
commonly seen such as White-browed Scrubwren, Inland
Thornbill, Australian Hobby and Long-billed Corella. Despite
our best efforts we were unable to find a Mistletoebird,
though we found several casuarinas with clumps of flowering
mistletoe.
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 181 March 2022

Royal Spoonbill spotted during BBO waders course.
Photo by Anne Duffield
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BRIDLED TERNS

We were excited to receive a message in late December
regarding 100 Bridled Terns that were seen feeding in
Koombana Bay. Bridled Terns are not normally reported
inshore here, but can be seen by boat on the ocean offshore.
Following this, news came that it was likely a new colony had
established in the break-wall. Tern expert Nic Dunlop advised
baitfish are booming this season because of the rainfall in
2021 and estuary flushing. Additionally, Nic commented, La
Nina is seeing the expansion of tropical seabird species.
I inquired at Dolphin Discovery Centre for any sightings by
boating activities on the bay. Doug Shrimpton commented he
saw several in flight heading south along the shoreline, fishing
and feeding with Crested Terns whilst early-morning beach
fishing at Back Beach. No reports since. Perhaps the birds
were just moving through.

congregate in large numbers for
security.
I alerted our local government
environment teams to
offer insight should they
or their ranger services
receive enquiries. Very little
is understood about this
phenomenon.

THE ELBOW, AUSTRALIND,
NOVEMBER
BirdLife Bunbury was invited to
walk with South West Science
Council in an event, ‘Celebrating
Biodiversity – Brunswick River’.
The community came too, and
we showed how much we love
our birds, 33 species. A pleasant
and gentle walk along the
riverside through bushland in
Australind.

Black Swans. Waddling north
at Hungry Hollow Beach,
Bunbury. Photo by Floyd
Colton

PT MORNINGTON, LESCHENAULT ESTUARY,
DECEMBER
Pt Mornington is where Preston River enters the estuary at its
southern most end. It flows through Donnybrook in the south
east and through the Preston Valley Jarrah forests.
Terek Sandpiper at Pt Douro. Photo by Mark Locker

BLACK SWANS – SUMMER ‘MIGRATION’
A little-known phenomenon that happens each January. This
summer is particularly poignant with plentiful rains resulting in
more Black Swans breeding and fledging later. Lakes, creeks
and watercourses are drying rapidly in this summer’s hot, dry
weather. Black Swans like to be surrounded by water and are
on the move, as if on migration.

The sandflats were exposed broadly across the delta. Many
birds made hey-day of the conditions. A fine team on the
lookout keen to identify, count and scout, and good company,
40 species.

LESCHENAULT
ESTUARY,
NORTHERN END,
JANUARY

They were moving north along Bunbury Back Beach. Summer
beach walkers and dogs were surprised and curious and
moved closer for photographs. Alarmed, the birds headed out
to sea for safety, which may not be a good outcome. They
are not sea-birds. Salt water is an unfriendly environment for
these birds and provides no food.

We scouted the top
end of Leschenault
Estuary from Fee’s
Field, working our
way north and
across Buffalo Road,
stopping at several
places between. We
attempted to estimate
the number of Black
Kingfisher with prawn at the Cut Park.
Swans present but
Photo by Alan Burdett
they were spread far
and wide across the
estuary and counters laughingly reported between 700+ and
3,000! (Clearly, we have yet to master a few pointers!) 33
species. We watched the hunting antics of a Sacred Kingfisher
nearby and wondered what else does a kingfisher eat when
not fishing?
Sue Kalab
Convenor, BirdLife Bunbury

In Bunbury over the years, I have seen Black Swans crossing
roads, rock-walls and swimming across Koombana Bay to
reach The Cut, entrance to the estuary, where the birds

Juvenile Black Swan ocean flotilla Lighthouse Beach, Bunbury.
Photo by Kala Marshall

It is understood that juveniles have not had their first moult
and are flightless until late summer - early autumn. Adults
also moult and cannot fly well.
Young birds were stranded, crossing busy roads, or migrating
along the ocean-front with the prevailing southwesterlies,
to reach water. Some were quite young birds. They seemed
to instinctively head to Leschenault Estuary with one bird
reported as far south as Stratham Beach by a Capel Shire
ranger. Groups had been reported swimming in flotillas
inshore, or huddled on sandy beaches trying to rest. Many
appeared to be half-grown cygnets. Some were swimming solo
and some appeared exhausted.
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MANDURAH PEEL REGION
MANDURAH BIRD OBSERVERS
Friday October 28th the outing to Erskine Lakes was
another enjoyable morning, 24 attending with some
new faces and 45 species recorded. The nesting activity
on the island was very busy with many fledglings,
nestlings and further nest construction by egrets,
spoonbills, Australasian Grebes, Eurasian Coots, Purple
Swamphens and members of the duck family. With
the interesting activity it made for something to look
forward to for the Saturday 6th November outing
to the same area. This proved to be a bonus as 47
species were seen and many of the chicks had grown
remarkably. In a later visit in the afternoon a cross
between a domestic duck and what appeared to be a
Pacific Black Duck was seen. A colourful sight!
On Friday 26th November, we visited the Hamel Eco
Park. There were 15 attendees and 25 species, mainly
bush birds. This is an interesting area that is well
known by Heather Adamson who guided the group
through the bushland.
On Wednesday 8th December, we enjoyed a traditional
Christmas luncheon at Fairbridge Village. Some quiz
sessions and a challenging crossword added some
mirth to this pleasant event.
We visited Samphire Cove on Saturday 18th December,
seeing 36 species which included Whimbrel and Little
Curlew, much to the pleasure of the ten who attended.

Samphire Cove N.R. January photo from Astrid's 2022 Calendar
Feathery Fashions - Mandurah - Eastern Cattle Egret ( 70 cm ) Adult
breeding with courtship flush

Another Saturday outing on January 8th planned for Nairns, a
usual area for migratory birds, was shifted to Erskine Lakes as
prior visits had indicated only two migratory birds. The Erskine
Lakes venue was interesting as we had visited the site on
some earlier outings. We were not disappointed as 43 species
were observed by 16 attendees, included some more new
faces.
The Saturday outings were introduced with the intention of
attracting people who work during the week. It is intended
to plan more Saturday outings in addition to the usual fourth
Friday of each month to attract more younger members to our
group.

The Friday January 28th outing planned for Lake McLarty will
hopefully see some migratory birds, many which have not
been seen in the Peel Region this season.
Unfortunately, we learned of the death of Dick Rule on the
20th December. Dick was a respected leader of the MBOG for
many years until illness just a few years ago prevented him
from attending outings.
Bill King
Leader Mandurah Bird Observers Group

FRIENDS OF SAMPHIRE COVE NATURE
RESERVE
Mandurah Bird Observers Group recently visited the
reserve and counted 36 bird species. Three species were
added to the Friends of Samphire Cove NR total which is
now 75.
In July the Peel - Harvey Catchment Council provided 100
plants for the Friends to plant out. All these plants are
watered via ‘watering tubes’ and I am happy to say at this
December 26th meeting we noted a 94% strike rate.
On Sunday 26 December, despite the forecasted 40
degrees, nine Friends, Stewart, Susanne, Robert, Bill,
Astrid, Pippa, Clive, Tony, and Barry turned up to give the
plants a much-needed drink and to sweep the paths. On
9th January they watered plants, swept paths and checked
the reserve.
Robert saw 26 species on 29th December, including seven
Eastern Curlews and 43 Sharp-tailed Sandpipers. Twenty
six species are on the link at https://birdata.birdlife.org.
au/survey?id=5580886&h=b46cd01f.
Bill King

Samphire Cove N.R. Cover photo - Australasian Darter ( male 85 - 90 cm )
from Astrid's 2022 Calendar Feathery Fashions - Mandurah.
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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN BIRD CONSERVATION NETWORK
(WABCN) UPDATE
Happy New Year to all the Regional and Associated Groups!

While we were taking a holiday season’s break, a fair bit was going on:
1. WABCN had a meeting last December to gauge the support of the regional groups in the network. The overall result was
great and supportive. Hence we also had great feedback from the EC of BWA that believes WABCN would play a vital role
in the future. Having said that, work is planned to set up a formal committee with an enhanced involvement of regional
groups.
2. We have just re-involved in the OHS Committee (Occupational Health and Safety) in mid-January. We are working with
Alasdair to understand the background and requirements. Hopefully we could deploy this training and knowledge to the
regional groups later this year.
3. The ‘Save the Owls’ campaign is being rolled out by BWA. As few of you already expressed interest in this, we are seeking
your involvement in the campaign, again expected later this year.
4. ‘Birds on Farms’. Tegan Douglas is on leave until March, so we are waiting to get the latest update and plans for this project
after her return to work. Thank you for your patience on this topic.
Stay tuned.
And keep safe and well!

Alfred and Hidi Lau
WABCN Coordinators

ALBANY BIRD GROUP
9 NOVEMBER – LAKE MULLOCULLOP NATURE
RESERVE / WARRIUP SWAMP
En route to Warriup Road we decided to pull up at the corner
of South Coast Highway and Pfeiffer Road (east of the
Manypeaks townsite) to see what waterbirds were using the
easily visible ephemeral wetland. Thanks to copious winter
rains there was still plenty of water and lots of waterbirds.
We found Black Swan with cygnets, Pink-eared Duck, Whitenecked Heron, Yellow-billed Spoonbill and Hardhead among
others. A very cold easterly wind soon had us packing up the
spotting ‘scopes and we headed to the more sheltered Warriup
Swamp as Lake Mullocullop is known by traditional owners
who have a strong spiritual connection with the place. Usually
this wetland has a wide variety of waterbirds, so we were quite
disappointed to find only a handful of ducks and cormorants.
We explored the bush along the foreshore and saw several
different honeyeater species, fairy-wrens and scrub-wrens. As
we walked further along Warriup Road we noticed a Nankeen
Kestrel which we observed for a while. It turned out the
kestrel had a young in one of the few remaining farm trees.
An unusual sighting occurred as we returned to the lake to
have lunch when a large seabird, probably a Great-winged
Petrel, flew over. The bird was possibly blown off course by the
exceptionally strong easterly winds.

10 DECEMBER - DENMARK AREA
We started our outing at the Ocean Beach Lookout overlooking
Wilson Inlet. From our vantage point we observed a few
distant gannets fishing offshore. At the inlet we saw a small
number of Crested Terns, Australian Pied Oystercatchers and a
lone Red-capped Plover. We made our way to the Prawn Rock
Channel hoping to get a closer look at some of the birds and
observed a few Fairy Terns in the distance. A Little Grassbird
was calling on the island. After morning tea we made our
way to the Denmark River mouth where we encountered a
wide variety of bushbirds and some of us had good views of
Red-eared Firetail, Gilbert's Honeyeater, Golden Whistler and
Splendid Fairy-wren. Waterbirds included the usual assortment
of cormorant, duck, coot and pelican. While we were enjoying
our Christmas lunch, the resident Osprey flew past.
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18 JANUARY – LAKE SEPPINGS / TJUIRTGELLONG
When we arrived at the lake the resident Swamp Harrier flew
over. As has been the case in recent months, the number of
waterfowl present on the lake was still quite low. Our aim to
reach 50 species as we had during our January 2021 walk
seemed remote. We did however, get some good views of
ducks sheltering from the howling easterly winds – Musk Duck,
Blue-billed Duck and Australasian Shoveler were present,
among others. Most of the ibis had left the lake, with only a
small number of birds still on nests. Bush birds were easier
to locate and we quickly found all the regulars apart from the
White-breasted Robin. We had excellent views of Red-eared
Firetail, Red-winged Fairy-wren, Western Gerygone and Sacred
Kingfisher. While the reed-warblers were no longer particularly
vocal, we managed to get good views of one individual at the
viewing platform. The family of Southern Emu-wren is still
present on the west side of the lake and some of us managed
to get a brief glimpse. When we added up our sightings we
were very pleased to have beaten the previous year’s record
with a tally of 51.
We had planned to look also at shorebirds but decided to
miss the visit to Rushy Point as the strong winds were not
conducive to setting up spotting ‘scopes. We briefly called
in at Emu Point where the only shorebirds visible were two
Australian Pied Oystercatchers.
During the latter part of last year members of our group
visited a variety of ephemeral wetlands to carry out surveys.
Several wetlands along Pfeiffer Road, which are mostly dry,
offered sightings of Pied Stilt, Pink-eared Duck with offspring,
a White-necked Heron nest with two fluffy young and dozens
of pairs of Black Swans with cygnets.
We also visited Wilyun Pools Farm in Wellstead for the first
time to start regular Birds on Farms surveys. Landholders
Sylvia Leighton and Peter McKenzie were recently awarded the
2021 WA Landcare Award for the conservation work on their
farm, so it will be an interesting property to visit in the coming
years. Sadly, our group missed out on being included in the
Birds on Farms project for which BirdLife recently received
funding.
In celebration of World Wetlands Day on 2 February the local
group also organised a guided walk around Lake Seppings
and on 5 February members took part in the annual summer
shorebird count
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 181 March 2022
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UPCOMING OUTINGS:
Excursions will take place on Tuesday, 8 March and 12 April.
More details about destinations, where to meet etc. will be
made available on E-news. You can also check the Albany Bird
Group's website http://sites.google.com/site/albanybirds/
Home and Facebook page. Excursion leader will be Anne
Bondin (albanybirds@hotmail.com). Feel free to get in touch
for further information.

CAPE TO CAPE BIRD GROUP

SOUTH COAST FESTIVAL OF BIRDS AND
BIODIVERSITY
After a year’s break, BirdLife and GreenSkills have teamed
up again and organised a wide variety of events throughout
the month of March. For more details please visit the festival
website: https://birdfestival.greenskills.org.au
We highly recommend the Threatened Species Field Trip
to Waychinicup National Park, during which Sarah Comer,
regional ecologist with the WA Parks and Wildlife Service in
Albany, will provide updates about the recent conservation
work carried out to protect the Western Ground Parrot and
the Australasian Bittern among others. Please register online
if you want to take part: https://www.trybooking.com/events/
landing/850955. All proceeds will go towards the conservation
of the Western Ground Parrot.

All excursions are advertised in the Cape to Cape Bird Group newsletter (see publications on BirdLife WA website), may be
advertised on BirdLife WA E-news and are for BirdLife Australia members, supporters and the general public. If you wish to be
on the mailing list, contact Christine Wilder cwilderone@yahoo.com.au

EXCURSION TO HAMELIN BAY, 13 OCTOBER
A small group met at Hamelin Bay for an Aussie Bird Count,
not actually undertaken during ‘Bird Week’, but all in good
fun. Janean saw three Rock Parrots in the car park when we
arrived. We then set off for the beach and a scan north, past
the jetty ruins, to the lower lookout and up the limestone
cliff top to the observation deck. From the observation deck
we could just make out a bird in the Osprey nest on Hamelin
Island. A check of Foul Bay beach was made with an adult and
a juvenile Australian Pied Oystercatcher at the water’s edge
near the entrance track. We walked through the caravan park
to Lake Davies where a female Musk Duck, an Australasian
Grebe and two Pacific Black Ducks were seen, then it was back
to the car park for morning tea and a chat.

calls, and we heard a young thornbill nearby constantly giving
an unusual call. It eventually flew over the track followed by
the parents. We turned north at the Cape to Cape Track and
followed it to the rocks high above the point where we had
fabulous views of Canal Rocks and north to Yallingup. Some
in the group continued down the steep descent and others
returned along the east-west track. A variety of wildflowers, a
dragon warming up, a metre long Dugite and people ‘lost’, all
added to the mix. This section of the track is still very wild and
spectacular, but the question is, will it remain wild for much
longer?

INVESTIGATIONS FROM AUGUSTA BOAT HARBOUR
AND RETURN, 20 NOVEMBER
The tinsel was hanging in the cabin, and we had perfect

INVESTIGATIONS FROM AUGUSTA BOAT HARBOUR weather conditions for humans — perhaps too perfect for
AND RETURN, 17 OCTOBER
seabirds! Before we headed off, an Osprey was flying round
The planned seabird charter for Saturday 16 October didn’t
eventuate as conditions deteriorated. It can be unpredictable,
even with regular weather forecast checks, but incredibly
the weather looked really good the next day and we took
the opportunity to go out a little earlier. It was excellent with
nine albatrosses counted when we were over the wreck of the
‘Pericles’, plenty of shearwaters too and gannets performing
impressive formation flybys. Ruddy Turnstones were seen on
the rocks of Flinders Island. Later when going through the
photos, I noticed three Caspian Terns roosting amongst the
Silver Gulls and Crested Terns on Seal Island. Charlie Andrews
was on board and captured sound recordings of the Fleshfooted Shearwaters calls. Charlie noted that worldwide there
are only twelve recordings of these birds on e-Bird.
Thanks to David Muller for an entirely different but fantastic
morning counting birds on the ocean.

EXCURSION REPORT, BIRDBLITZ SMITHS BEACH,
13 NOVEMBER
Eight of us met at the Smiths Beach car park on a perfect
morning, cool and sunny; consequently, there were people
and some uncontrolled dogs at the beach. Before we set off
up the hill to the entrance of the Leeuwin-Naturaliste National
Park to blitz the birds, we watched a black cat obviously after
something in thick vegetation beside the parking bays, but the
Splendid Fairy-wren family close by seemed unphased by the
feline. Once in the park, along the east-west track, we were
hearing a Grey Shrike-thrush and eventually found it calling
from a typical nest in a low tree by the side of the track. A
second shrike-thrush was calling further along the track. A
pair of Inland Thornbill was providing us with a variety of
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 181 March 2022

the harbour, at times appearing to hover for seconds. We first
explored the islands – not many birds at all on St. Alouarn
and Flinders Islands, South-East Rocks and out over the
‘Pericles’. When there were no birds to count we passed the
time feasting on fruit mince pies and nibbles. We cruised
south-west of the Cape Leeuwin Lighthouse with only a single
gannet and no shearwaters in sight. The birds can often be
found sitting on the water, perhaps saving energy when there
is no wind for them. Still, even no birds may eventually tell
a story. A single shearwater circled the boat and only half a
dozen white bait were needed before a small number of Fleshfooted Shearwaters appeared, then an albatross (a white dot)
was seen sitting way off. Eventually three Shy Albatrosses
ventured close to us. On these trips I keep the amount of
chum to a minimum. It always amazes me that no birds are
seen way to the horizon in every direction, then they appear
one by one. The conditions were so slight that we were able
to get alongside Cumberland Rock and Jack’s Ledge, with
some of the rock pinnacles/platforms showing very close to
the surface. Thanks to David Muller and Mal Swarbrick for
providing an exhilarating morning.
Christine Wilder

END OF YEAR GET TOGETHER, JILL AND ROGER
CORNES’ PROPERTY, YALLINGUP, 11 DECEMBER
We had such a great time at Jill and Roger's beautiful home
exploring their amazing garden. All the people there were
so lovely, friendly and engaging. It was a busy time of year
but we were all in WA so lucky to be able to enjoy the festive
season and especially at the get together.
Caroline and Alan Burdett
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BIRDLIFE MIDWEST-GERALDTON

ABROLHOS TRIP SUMMARY, NOVEMBER 23-25, 2021

BirdLife Midwest-Geraldton participants: Mike Clarke, Jaye Allan, Renette Ashworth Preece, Jeremy Ashworth Preece, Alice
Bishop, Virginie Fuhrmann, Anna Beyer, Karola Nejad, Cath Dalle, Talia Dalle.
CRTAFE: Meagan Thompson (trainer), Hayden Gillespie (skipper/trainer).
Fairy Tern, Roseate Tern, Silver Gull, Osprey, Eastern Reef
Egret, Great Pied Cormorant.
Arctic migrants: Ruddy Turnstone, Greater Sand Plover, Rednecked Stint, Grey-tailed Tattler.
South Group: White-bellied Sea-Eagle, Osprey, Caspian Tern
(young out of nest, fledged young), Pacific Gull (young out
of nest), Crested Tern (young in nest), Sooty Tern (nesting),
Bridled Tern (nesting), Roseate Tern, Fairy Tern, White-faced
Storm-Petrel, Wedge-tailed Shearwater.
Resident shorebirds: Australian Pied Oystercatcher. Arctic
migrant shorebirds: Ruddy Turnstone, Red-necked Stint.
1430: North Pelsaert: travelled by dinghy to south of Fish
Hook Bay.
Australian Pied Oystercatcher, Ruddy Turnstone, Red-capped
Plover, sand plover, Bar-tailed Godwit but most shorebirds
too distant. Great Pied Cormorant, Silver Gull, Pacific Gull at
sandbar across south Fish Hook Bay. Sea Lion adults/pup.
1600: Travelled to Wooded Island.
Fairy Tern. Photo by Jeremy Ashworth-Preece
DAY 1, 23/11/21
We met at Fisherman’s Wharf at 0600 to board TAFE Master
Class, a 20 m CRTAFE maintained training vessel used for
scuba courses, local charters and travel to the Abrolhos
Islands. We loaded up, were given an induction from skipper
Hayden, then departed for Pelsaert Island, Southern Group.
Pelagic bird watching as we approached Pelsaert Island past
the corals, arriving Pelsaert around 0930
Birds: Australian Gannet, Silver Gull, Fairy Tern, White-faced
Storm-Petrel, Crested Tern, Caspian Tern, Lesser Noddy, Pacific
Gull. A favourite was the White-faced Storm-Petrel skimming
across the surface.
Other fauna: Sea Lion, Dolphin
Planned actions were to examine DBCA signage and walking
paths. After a dinghy landing at Guano Jetty we walked,
following the Pelsaert
guide map from the
Parks and Wildlife
website: https://parks.
dpaw.wa.gov.au/park/
houtman-abrolhosislands.

1700: Dinghy to Wooded Island (Map not on DPAW website).
Bird List: Lesser Noddy (nesting in mangroves), Bridled Tern,
Pacific Gull, Silver Gull, Crested Tern, White-faced StormPetrel, Caspian Tern, Ruddy Turnstone. 1800 Dinner.
DAY 2, 24/11/21
0630: Dinghy to Morley Island
First group walked south, second group walked toward Crake
Island.
Bird List: Lesser Noddy (adults on nest), Bridled Tern (adults
on nest), Fairy Tern (adults on nest, repeated food delivery),
Caspian Tern (nest and young), Crested Tern (breeding), Silver
Gull, Pacific Gull, White-bellied Sea-Eagle, Welcome Swallow.
Resident shorebirds: Australian Pied Oystercatcher. Arctic
Migrants: Lesser Sand Plover, Ruddy Turnstone, Grey-tailed
Tattler.
0900 Breakfast. Travelled to “Kangaroo Tail” for coral
snorkelling.
Birds: White-faced StormPetrel, Bridled Tern.
1000 Kangaroo Tail Coral
Snorkelling
1100 Leo’s Island. Travelled by
dinghy to Leo’s landing beach.
Walked the island as per Leo’s
Island bird guide (Parks and
Wildlife website above).

Bird lists
North Group –
walked along rocky
shoreline, medium
difficulty. Bridled
Tern (nesting under
bushes), Lesser
Noddy (nesting in
mangroves), Crested
Tern (nesting at
rubble), Caspian Tern
(young out of nest,
rubble side of island),
Pacific Gull (young out
of nest, beach side),
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Bird List: Resident shorebird:
Australian Pied Oystercatcher.
Arctic migrant shorebirds: Grey
Plover, Greater Sand Plover,
Ruddy Turnstone.
Silver Gull, Pacific Gull, Bridled
Tern, Fairy Tern, Caspian Tern
(nest with young), Crested Tern,
Osprey.
Sooty Tern pair on Rat Island. Photo by Mike Clarke
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1300 Travelled to Rat Island; lunch at jetty.
1430 Walked around Rat Island track to airstrip and
track to north beach and return.
Bird list: Sooty Tern (breeding colony), Bridled Tern
(breeding), Roseate Tern, Fairy Tern, Crested Tern,
Caspian Tern (breeding), Silver Gull, Pacific Gull, Great
Pied Cormorant, Osprey, Welcome Swallow
Resident shorebirds: Australian Pied Oystercatcher.
Arctic migrants: Grey Plover, Greater Sand Plover,
Common Sandpiper, Ruddy Turnstone, Grey-tailed
Tattler.
1600 White Bank and travelled to East Wallabi. 1730
Beacon Island from distance. 1800 arrived at Turtle
Bay, East Wallabi and dinner.
1900 Boat OHS and other review with Megan.
DAY 3, 25/11/21
0600 Dinghy to Turtle Bay.
0615 Group 1 walked from the airstrip to the jetty (500 m),
then to southeast end of southern beach (rocky shoreline),
beach shoreline to southwest tip, around point and then beach
shoreline to the northwest and west to Turtle Bay. Shorebird
count and 2 ha 20 minute counts at the airstrip, shorebird
counts.
0930 Group 2 dinghy to Turtle Bay for bird watching, beach
bird survey (shorebird count), airstrip survey (2 ha 20 min).
Bird list: Airstrip: Fairy Tern, White-browed Scrubwren,
Welcome Swallow, Brush Bronzewing, Osprey.
Southwest Beach around western and northern beaches: Fairy
Tern (SW breeding colony and NW breeding colony), Pacific
Gull, Silver Gull, White-bellied Sea-Eagle, Osprey, Eastern Reef
Egret, Caspian Tern, Welcome Swallow, Silvereye.
Resident shorebirds: Red-capped Plover, Australian Pied
Oystercatcher. Arctic Migrants: Ruddy Turnstone, Grey-tailed
Tattler, Sanderling, Grey Plover, Bar-tailed Godwit, Greater
Sand Plover, Lesser Sand Plover.
No Painted Button Quail. Maybe next time!

Comon Noddy Pelsaert. Photo by Mike Clarke.
SUMMARY
The large colonies of Sooty and Bridled Terns and Common
and Lesser Noddies were amazing, especially for participants
who had not previously been to the Abrolhos Islands. The
mangroves were crowded with Common Noddy, Lesser Noddy
and cormorant, Caspian Tern and Pacific Gull were breeding
on about every island we visited. Breeding birds included
Common Noddy, Lesser Noddy, Sooty Tern, Bridled Tern, Fairy
Tern, Crested Tern, Caspian Tern, Roseate Tern, Pacific Gull,
Australian Pied Oystercatcher, Red-capped Plover, Osprey,
and White-bellied Sea-Eagle. We enjoy seeing Abrolhos bred
juvenile Crested Tern, Fairy Tern, and Pacific Gull at Geraldton
at the end of summer.
The Houtman Abrolhos National Park is an internationally
significant seabird nesting area that supports some of
Australia’s largest seabird nesting colonies. The threatened
Lesser Noddy breeds only at the Abrolhos on only three
islands.
BirdLife Midwest and Houtman Abrolhos Conservation Network
(HACN) visit schools with a photographic and educational
display and run lessons/activities for school classes. Students
learn about the wonderful birds at the Abrolhos and about the
Abrolhos as an important bird sanctuary.
Alice Bishop

Female and Male Splendid Fairy Wren. Photos by David Free
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Observatory reports
BROOME BIRD OBSERVATORY
Broome began 2022 with the exciting discovery of a
Narcissus Flycatcher and Kamchatka Leaf Warbler at Sandfire
Roadhouse, some 300 km from Broome. These surprising
visitors, first seen on January 12, are rare vagrants to
Australia. The Narcissus Flycatcher had previously only been
recorded a handful of times on Australian offshore islands
such as Browse and Ashmore Reef. However, this exciting
new visitor to mainland Australia was not alone! A Kamchatka
Leaf Warbler was sighted shortly after. This Kamchatka Leaf
Warbler was originally only recognized as an ‘Arctic-type
Warbler’ as it is not possible to ID to species level without
hearing/recording a call. After some brilliant follow up work
by fellow birders a call was recorded, and the ‘Arctic-type’ was
confirmed as a Kamchatka Leaf Warbler.
The possibility of ticking not one but TWO vagrant species at
the same location prompted birders from Broome and Perth to
make the journey to Sandfire Roadhouse.
Around the Observatory we are well under way preparing
for the year ahead. The beginning of the year is a fantastic
time to view waders for which Roebuck Bay is renowned.
Enormous flocks consisting of a great diversity in species, can
be seen at roost during high tide. Black and Bar-tailed Godwit,
Great Knot, Red Knot, Eastern Curlew, Curlew Sandpiper,
Greater Sand Plover and Asian Dowitcher just to name a
few. The plumage on some of these species will soon begin
changing into spectacular hues of red as they prepare for their
northward migration.

The Broome Bird Observatory is one
of the few places in the world where
it is possible to view the natural
spectacle of shorebirds departing
on their northward journey, and as
currently stands there are still a few places available on our
March and April ‘Wave the Waders Goodbye’ courses!
During the course, you will have an opportunity to witness
large numbers of birds in departing flocks, as well as observe
the beautiful and diverse breeding plumages of these
shorebirds against the spectacular backdrop of Roebuck Bay.
There are presentations on shorebird identification, feeding
ecology, and migration, as well as trips to a range of other
habitats and birding hotspots surrounding Broome. Our
courses are fully catered with transfers from Broome to the
Observatory and accommodation included.
For more information or to make a booking please visit our
website or contact us via email at broome@birdlife.org.au or
call (08) 9193 5600.
Ben Vasic
Warden, Broome Bird Observatory

EYRE BIRD OBSERVATORY
November 2021 to January 2022
Being responsible for the collection of data at Eyre Bird
Observatory for three months keeps the mind active. Ears
and eyes are constantly on the lookout for not only birds
but mammals and reptiles as well. It also evokes more
questions than answers about what is being observed or not
present. Comparing the sightings between this visit and our
previous one in the winter of 2018 certainly provided plenty of
conversation. We were curious about the differences in both
species present as well as the numbers seen between the two
seasons. Also, in 2018 the landscape was still in the early
stages of recovery from the bushfires and birds were more
restricted to the observatory area. Something that was very
interesting was the habits of birds seen in the same location.
An example was when walking the Seaview Lookout track, we
were approaching a particular tree that we recognised as the
one where babblers were reliably sighted in 2018 and sure
enough there they were!
As keen bird watchers we are always looking for the more
unusual sightings. This was provided on the beach counts with
sightings of Inland Dotterel, Common Greenshank, Grey Plover
and Eastern Curlew as well as Red-capped Plover runners
and Australian Pied Oystercatcher juveniles. An Osprey was
seen only once flying low over our heads around the same
place we regularly saw it in 2018. Early November we saw a
Whiskered and an Australian Gull-billed Tern then Caspian and
Crested Terns as the months warmed up. Red-necked Avocet
were sighted on both Twilight and Kanidal beaches, one Ruddy
Turnstone at Twilight and a small group of Great Knots at
Kanidal. The biggest surprise was in December when we found
an Australian Spotted Crake happily foraging in and around
a pool of water in the seaweed banks at the end of Kanidal
Beach. We wondered where it lives normally as they are not
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known to fly too far. On our last trip
to Twilight Cove, we stopped not far
from the beach entrance in the back
of the dunes when we realised there
were many birds and were excited to
find five Rock Parrots.
Other beach sightings included a few Australian Pelicans,
Sooty Oystercatchers (in large numbers at times), Red-necked
Stints, Sanderlings, Sharp-tailed Sandpipers, Grey Teal and
single sightings of Pacific Black Duck, White-faced Heron and
Eastern Reef Egret. Pacific Gulls were in small numbers with
a range of ages on display and Silver Gulls were a rare sight
until early January when a group of 50 moved into the end of
Kanidal Beach. Pied Cormorants were often seen in our home
area as well as along Kanidal Beach, but the largest group
was always present at Twilight. The only beach-washed bird
species found was a Flesh-footed Shearwater (a vagrant to the
area). The other interesting beach washed animal was a turtle
(possibly Green) also found on Kanidal beach.
Regular surveying during the run into Cocklebiddy each week
was a mixed bag. Unfortunately, the weather was challenging
at times with rain, heat and constant wind, making it hard
to both hear and see species. However, the Blue Bush Plains
usually provided a good range of birds. A pair of Australian
Bustard was spotted in the same area each week for a while,
then after an absence we were pleased to see an adult and
two juveniles. There were also Emu sightings with juveniles.
It took many trips, but we eventually found a small flock
of six Ground Cuckoo-shrikes at the end of December. Pied
Butcherbird was only sighted once. Fairy-wrens were heard
more than seen and on one occasion we found both the Whitewinged and Blue-breasted in a mixed flock. Another time
they were most helpful and in excess of twenty White-winged
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Observatory reports, ctd
Fairy-wrens popped up to the top of a bush to be counted,
including two fully coloured males. Australian Magpies were
regularly seen and are amazingly shy compared to the town
dwelling birds. We noticed one that had white wings and was
easy to spot each time. On one survey of the dunes along
the north track in the burnt area we flushed three Tawny
Frogmouths which must have been sitting either on the ground
or in the lower part of the bushes. One took off while the
other two were happy to land in dead tree branches to check
us out! No trip was complete without seeing large numbers
of Yellow-throated Miners which we nicknamed ‘Sky Rabbits’!
Also sighted were Australian Ringneck, Mulga Parrot, Grey
Butcherbird, Yellow-rumped Thornbill, Black-faced Cuckooshrike, Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater, White-fronted Honeyeater,
many Australian Ravens as well as an unexpected flushing of
a Little Button-quail. In 2018 we regularly saw large numbers
of woodswallows so it was surprising to only find one Blackfaced Woodswallow and then later family groups of Dusky
Woodswallow on the plains and at the observatory. Crested
Pigeon and Galah were also present at times. Wedge-tailed
Eagle was seen but not often. The lack of kangaroos on
the plains seemed unusual after the large numbers seen in
2018. The Hampton Tablelands were usually very quiet but
the sighting of three (adults and juvenile) dark morph Brown
Falcon several times was recorded by both guests and us.
Another surprise for us was seeing a family of White-browed
Babblers cross the track in front of us in this area where the
habitat did not seem to be ideal for them.
Burnabbie is always a place to see a few different species.
Western Yellow Robin, Rainbow Bee-eater and Golden Whistler
were regulars as well as a Shining Bronze-Cuckoo early on.
Whilst returning from Burnabbie the photography course
participants found four Chestnut (Copper-backed) Quail-thrush
near the Green Bottle Junction.
The birds around the observatory varied in numbers,
often according to the weather, but the species were fairly
consistent. In the bird bath and surrounding area most days
would be New Holland, Brown and Singing Honeyeaters,
Silvereye, Australian Raven, Grey Currawong, Grey
Butcherbird, both Brush and Common (more uncommon)
Bronzewings, and of course the draw card for all guests, the
Major Mitchell’s Cockatoo. Less often were Red Wattlebird,
Spotted Pardalote and Grey Shrike-thrush (although heard
daily), Brown-headed and White-fronted Honeyeaters, Willie
Wagtail and occasionally Grey Fantail, Brown Goshawk,
Collared Sparrowhawk and Brown Falcon. A couple of ‘one
off’ visitors were the Sacred Kingfisher and Shining BronzeCuckoo.

Whiskered Tern.Photo by Mick Floyd

Australian Bustard. Photo by Mick Floyd
To see other species such as Inland Thornbill, Weebill, Whitebrowed Scrubwren, Blue-breasted Fairy-wren and Whitebrowed Babbler, a walk around the various tracks was needed.
Up on the dunes to the east there were regularly three
Australian Magpies and Major Mitchell’s Cockatoos spent time
there feeding. One day a group of six Banded Lapwings flew
overhead (our only sighting). Heard at times but not seen
were the Southern Boobook and Fan-tailed Cuckoo.
The Welcome Swallow deserves a mention as their numbers
on our verandas were quite overwhelming at times due to the
mess that they create! It was lovely to watch birds hatch and
fledge, which made up for the extra cleaning that they cause.
We were always on the lookout for Tree Martin amongst these
birds, which we did see at times, with the best sighting being
a group of eighteen landing in the dead tree above the closest
north bird bath.
Lastly there was a special sighting early one morning when a
group from a course wanted to be taken to the scarp at 5:30
am and all present in the ute witnessed a Malleefowl cross the
track in front of us close to the 2 km (from the observatory)
mark. The last record of a sighting for this bird was in the
same area by us in 2018, which made it even more special.
Sometimes it is worth getting up super early!
Apart from birds we saw a dugite within the first half an hour
of being here but not again, a couple of Southern Death
Adders, several dragons, geckos and bobtails, and a Common
Scaly-foot. On the beach near our entrance a young New
Zealand Fur Seal spent a couple of days and a Sea Lion was
swimming on the waves at Twilight Cove. A couple of small
pods of dolphins were seen at Kanidal Beach. All along the
beach there were rays in the shallows – hard to identify in
the sandy conditions but possibly Eagle Rays. Keith (the
photography course leader) found a small rodent when out
taking bird photos, which may have been a young Western
Mouse but it is hard to confirm from a photo alone. Nest boxes
for Western Pygmy Possums were checked to reveal a couple
in use with young present at one. Our bird bath was visited by
a rabbit a few times and once that we know of by a kangaroo.
Again, the difference between kangaroo sightings at the
observatory between 2018 and now was noticeably less.
At the time of writing this we have personally recorded ninetyone bird species. The total for the three months including
other peoples’ sightings is about 95.
Di and Mick Floyd
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Coming Events
Important note regarding campouts
There have been changes to booking campouts. To attend a campout, members must book via Eventbrite – an electronic booking
system.
1.

This can be done by either down loading the Eventbrite App or going to www.eventbrite.com.au.

2.

Then go to the search (magnifying glass) symbol and type in BirdLife and then search.

3.

Then click the event heading and all the event details will drop down.

4.

Click on the green bar at the bottom ‘register’.

5.

Eventbrite will automatically create a waiting list if the campout is full.

6.

If you have trouble, call the office on 93837749.

Each person attending will be asked to pay $20 per campout via Eventbrite to cover costs of Eventbrite and the campout leader.

New members
Please let the leaders know that you are a new member and don’t hesitate to ask for assistance with bird sightings.

Wherever you are, please observe your relevant state and territory advice and maintain social distancing and
good hygiene when planning birding outings, events, monitoring, surveys or fieldwork, where this is allowed.
Saturday 12 March: Yanchep National
Park
Half-day excursion

Saturday 26 March: Wellard Wetlands,
Baldivis
Half day excursion

Thursday 7 April: Tomato Lake,
Kewdale
Half-day excursion

Meet at the Lakeview picnic area inside the
Park at 7:30 am. Entry is $12 per vehicle
or $6 per vehicle for seniors. Proceed
through the entrance gate and go left at the
roundabout. There is a large parking area
and I suggest we meet near the covered
barbecue area which is adjacent to the
toilet block. There should be a variety of
bushbirds and waterbirds. Yanchep National
Park is part of the Northern Swan Coastal
Plain KBA for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo.

Meet at 8:00 am at the entrance to
Wellard Wetlands on the northern side of
Bertenshaw Road, 1 km from St Albans
Road. Coming from Perth, turn left off
the Freeway into Mundijong Road, then
right into St Albans Road and right into
Bertenshaw Road. There should be plenty
of bushbirds and waterbirds here, as well as
several species of raptors.

Meet at 8:30 am near the small tearooms
at Tomato Lake off Oats Street, Kewdale.
Travelling south along Orrong Road, turn
left into Oats Street and about 800 m
on the right there is a drive-way into the
parking area.

Leader: Clive Nealon
Tuesday 15 March: Blackwall Reach,
Bicton
Half day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the junction of Kent
Street and Blackwall Reach Parade. A
pleasant walk along the Swan River along a
bush track which is noted for its population
of White-cheeked Honeyeaters. We will
also look for waders along the Point Walter
Beach.
Leaders: Jennifer Sumpton and Lynley
Davey
Saturday 19 March: Yangebup Lake,
Cockburn
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in Parkes Street. Turn into
Osprey Drive from North Lake Road and
immediately turn into Parkes Street. Parkes
Street now only runs for about 200 m
before being shut off. Park in this area and
walk to the barrier across the road. There
should be a good variety of waterbirds and
bushbirds. Bring your ‘scope if you have
one.
Leader: Robyn Pickering
Friday 25 March: Creery Wetlands,
Dudley Park
Meet around 7am - 7:30am. Details will
be given two weeks prior. Enquiries to
Mandurah Bird Observers Group.
Leader: Bill King
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Leader: Charles Merriam
Monday 28 March: Bold Park Eco
Centre, 165 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat
Monthly meeting, 7.30 pm
Speaker TBC
Check e-news for updates
Sunday 3 April: Lancelin
Full Day Excursion
Lancelin is a coastal town 125 km north
of Perth. Meet at 8:00 am at the Nilgen
Lookout, 12 km north of the turnoff into
Lancelin on Indian Ocean Drive.
There are toilets on the highway just past
the Nilgen turnoff.
Nilgen Lookout is noted for its easy access
to coastal heath where Rufous Fieldwren
and Tawny-crowned Honeyeaters are
regularly seen.
We will then travel to Nilgen Bush, a pocket
of bush that hosts a good variety of birds.
Scarlet Robin, Western Corella, Little Eagle,
White-backed Swallow, Western Thornbill
and White-cheeked Honeyeaters are all
regularly seen here.

Bring a chair and morning tea to have while
we do a combined birdlist.

Leader: Ian Wallace
Sunday 10 April: Lake Coogee, Munster
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in Fawcett Road. Turn into
Fawcett Road from Mayor Road, go past the
traffic circle, and we will park approximately
1 km from Mayor Road. Nearly 100 species
of birds have been seen on and around the
lake, including nine raptors. It is a large
lake and has a path right around it so some
people may wish to do the full circuit.
Bring a chair and morning tea to have while
we do a combined birdlist.

Leaders: Jan and Dave Crossley
Tuesday 12 April: Albany
More details about destinations, where to
meet etc. will be made available on E-news.
You can also check the Albany Bird Group's
website http://sites.google.com/site/
albanybirds/Home and Facebook page or
email for further information albanybirds@
hotmail.com

Leader: Anne Bondin
Friday 15 April to Monday 18 April:
Easter Campout at Credo Station

Finally, we will travel to the beach at
Credo Station is located 70 km north of
Lancelin, where gulls, terns, and waders are
Coolgardie and is an ex-pastoral station,
regularly seen.
now managed by DBCA. 2WD vehicles can
Bring a chair, morning tea, and lunch.
get into the station and then transfer to 4x4
while on station tracks.
Note: The ticks can be bad in the bush
areas so bring repellent.
I have booked the station for our exclusive

Leader: John Delaporte

use and BirdLife has been given a special
rate. The cost is very reasonable and the
exact amount is being worked out as we go
to print.
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Coming events, ctd
There is a new camp ground with toilets and April: No Monthly meeting
a shower (donkey heating system) and 16
Check e-news for updates
sites.
April 25 - 28 — GWW Survey, Karroun
There are also six rooms in the shearer’s
quarters with twin beds in each room. Bring Hill
all your own bedding including pillow.
For more information, see page 10 of this
edition or contact the Coordinators at
There is also the Lodge with eight rooms
with a single bed in each room and en suite. gww@birdlife.org.au
Bring all your own bedding including pillow.
Saturday 23 April: Ashfield Flats,
The rain water is not recommended for
Bassendean
drinking so bring your water and food for
Half-day excursion
the weekend. There is a camp kitchen and
Meet at 8:00 am at the car park at the
dining area.
southern end of West Road, Bassendean.
To book your accommodation, call DBCA
From Guildford Road turn into Colstoun
Kalgoorlie on 90805555 and say you are
Road, turn left into Haig St and right into
from BirdLife WA.
Fisher Street. Follow Fisher Street into Reid
Expect to see many of the dry land
Street and then turn right into West Road.
specialties of birds. Credo Station also
Follow West Road to the end car park at
incorporates Rowles Lagoon Conservation
Sandy Beach Reserve. There should be a
Park and if it rains over the summer, is
variety of water birds and bush birds.
renowned for its water birds.
Bring a chair and morning tea to have while
We may travel up to 50 km from the
we do a combined birdlist.
homestead so be prepared by filling up with
Leader: Peter White
fuel at Coolgardie.
Flies have been pesky in the past, so bring
your fly net.

Sunday 1 May: Ray Marshall Park,
Viveash

To attend a campout, members must
book via Eventbrite – an electronic
booking system.

Half-day excursion

1. This can be done by either down
loading the Eventbrite App or going
to www.eventbrite.com.au.
2. Then go to the search (magnifying
glass) symbol and type in BirdLife
and then search.
3. Then click the event heading and all
the event details will drop down.
4. Click on the green bar at the bottom
‘register’.
5. Eventbrite will automatically create
a waiting list if the campout is full.
6. If you have trouble, call the office
on 93837749.

Meet at 8:00 am in the car park of Ray
Marshall Park. Go to the end of First
Avenue, off Great Eastern Highway, just
east of Governor Stirling Senior High
School. We will take a morning walk along
the John George Trail that runs beside the
Swan River. On the return walk, we will
divert to a swampy area 250 m off the
track, and this will usually add up to six
extra species to the list.
The walk includes big river redgums,
waterbirds along the river, and the walk to
the swamp mentioned above.
Bring a chair and morning tea to have while
we do a combined birdlist.

Leader: Peter White

Each person attending will be asked to pay
$20 per campout via Eventbrite to cover
costs of Eventbrite and the campout leader.

Saturday 7 May: Bannister Creek,
Lynwood

The campout will be for a maximum for 30
people. For members and guests only.

Meet at 8:00am in Jaccard Way. From
Leach Highway turn into High Road then
left into Metcalf Road and then first right
into Jaccard Way, where there is plenty of
parking.

Leader: Sue Abbotts
Saturday 16 April: Ellis Brook, Martin
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am at the corner of Gosnells
Road and Bygum Lane, Martin. We will walk
up the steep path to the top of the falls
which provides great views of the Swan
Coastal Plain. It is a popular area where a
variety of bushbirds can be seen, some of
them not often seen near Perth, such as
Red-eared Firetail, Red-winged Fairy-wren,
and Red-capped and Scarlet Robins.
Bring a chair and morning tea to have while
we do a combined birdlist.

Leader: Steve Burns

Two Hour excursion

Bannister Creek runs into Canning River.
The South East Regional Centre for Urban
Landcare (SERCUL) Project has been
working for some years on a significant
rehabilitation project along this creek. The
main activities have been weed removal,
replanting with appropriate vegetation and
sculpting the creek so small weirs aerate
the water.
Bring a chair and morning tea to have while
we do a combined birdlist.

Leader: Clive Nealon
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May 9 - 13 — GWW Survey, Helena and
Aurora Range followed by Credo
For more information, see page 10 of this
edition or contact the Coordinators at
gww@birdlife.org.au
Thursday 12 May: Lake Monger
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the car park opposite
the Speech and Hearing Centre off Dodd
Street, on the northern side of the lake. The
walk around the lake will take 2-3 hours.
This is a good opportunity to see many
species of ducks, waterbirds, and some
bushbirds. There are resident Purple-backed
Fairy-wrens that are often seen.
Bring a chair and morning tea to have while
we do a combined birdlist.

Leader: Claire Gerrish
Saturday 15 May: Victoria Reservoir,
Canning Mills
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park beside
the information board at the entrance to
the dam. From Perth, travel east along
Welshpool Road and Welshpool Road East to
the T-junction at Canning Road, turn right
and travel for about 400 m to Masonmill
Road. Continue along this road for about
600 m, following the signs to the dam and
the entrance to the car park. We will follow
the walking track down to the dam.
Bring a chair and morning tea to have while
we do a combined birdlist.

Leader: Sue Abbotts
Sunday 22 May: Manning Lake,
Spearwood
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park, Azelia
Road, opposite the Azelia Ley Homestead
Museum, on the western side of the lake.
This is a semi-permanent wetland, with
a fringe of paperbark trees, noted for its
waterbirds. Bushbirds are also plentiful in
the reserve and in bush to the west.
Note: This walk has two distinct
characteristics. The first part of the
excursion will be the walk around the lake,
which is flat and easy to negotiate.
The second part is more strenuous and
requires us to walk a limestone path,
climbing the ridge and finally descending
the ninety steps back to the car park and
morning tea.
Bring a chair and morning tea to have while
we do a combined birdlist.

Leader: Pauline Woolley
Monday 28 May: Bold Park Eco Centre,
165 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat
Monthly meeting, 7.30 pm
‘Climate change and Little Penguins in
WA’
Speaker: Erin Clitheroe
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Coming events, ctd
The Retreat's facilities can be viewed
on their website - https://www.
stirlingrange.com.au/
Book your own accommodation at the
retreat (phone 9827 9229) as soon
as possible as this is a popular area.
Remember to identify yourself as a BirdLife
member attending the camp-out.
To attend a campout members must
book via Eventbrite – an electronic
booking system.
1. This can be done by either down
loading the Eventbrite App or going
to www.eventbrite.com.au.

Collared Kingfisher at BBO. Photo by
Anne Duffield

2. Then go to the search (magnifying
glass) symbol and type in Birdlife
and then search.

May 23 - 27 —GWW Survey, Frank
Hann/ Peak Charles

3. Then click the event heading and all
the event details will drop down.

Bring a chair and morning tea to have while
we do a combined bird list.

Leaders: George and Pam Agar
Saturday 18 June: Wungong Gorge
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am at the first car park for
Wungong Dam at the end of Admiral Road,
off Albany Highway. Over 90 species of
birds have been recorded here including
Red-eared Firetail, White-breasted Robin
and Red-winged Fairy-wren.
Bring a chair and morning tea to have while
we do a combined birdlist.

Leader: Claire Gerrish
Thursday 23 June: Lightning Swamp,
Noranda

Half-day excursion
4. Click on the green bar at the bottom Meet at 8:00 am at the gate in the SE
‘register’.
corner of the bushland on Della Road.
5. Eventbrite will automatically create Lightning Swamp, part of Noranda Open
Space, is an area of seasonal wetlands
a waiting list if the campout is full.
Saturday 28 May: Lake Goolellal,
and banksia woodland. The area supports
6. If you have trouble, call the office
Kingsley
some waterbirds, and cormorants have bred
on 93837749.
here. The bushland supports a range of
Half-day excursion
Each person attending will be asked to pay
species, including some that are uncommon
Meet at 8:00 am at the car park on
$20 per campout via Eventbrite to cover
in smaller reserves, such as the Western
Woodlake Retreat. From the junction of
costs of Eventbrite and the campout leader.
Thornbill, Tawny-crowned Honeyeater and
Wanneroo Road and Hepburn Avenue, travel
Numbers will be limited to 25, so please call Red-capped Robin. Some areas will be
north on Wanneroo Road to the first set
the BirdLife WA office on 9383 7749 to put
restricted due to the presence of dieback.
of traffic lights and turn left into Woodlake
your name on the list.
Bring a chair and morning tea to have while
Retreat. The car park is 50 m from the turn
For members and guests only.
we do a combined birdlist.
off.
Leader: Clive Nealon
Leader: Clive Nealon
This lake offers a good selection of
bushbirds and waterbirds. It is part of
Saturday 4 June: Flynn Road,
Sunday 26 June: Beenyup Swamp,
the Northern Swan Coastal Plain Key
Woodvale
Biodiversity Area (KBA) for Carnaby’s Black- Mundaring
Half/Full-day excursion
Cockatoo. Bring your ‘scope if you have
Half-day excursion
one.
Meet at 9:00 am at the corner of Flynn
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park on the
Bring a chair and morning tea to have while Road and Great Eastern Highway, about
south side of Ocean Reef Road near the old
10 km past Sawyers Valley or 1 km on the
we do a combined birdlist.
buildings. From the Mitchell Freeway travel
Perth side of The Lakes (the York turnoff).
east along Ocean Reef Road and continue
Leader: Clive Nealon
We will look at several areas of Wandoo
approximately 800 m past Trappers Drive
woodland. Species seen here include
until you see a cleared paddock with some
Saturday 4 to Monday 6 June: WA Day
Crested Shrike-tit, Western Yellow Robin,
old stone buildings on the right. Park in the
Campout, Stirling Ranges
Restless Flycatcher and Painted Buttonlimestone area in front of these buildings.
The campout will be based at the Stirling
quail.
Beenyup Swamp is part of the Yellagonga
Range Retreat (Caravan Park) on Chester
Bring morning tea that you can carry. Bring Regional Park. There should be a good
Pass Road, approximately 410 km south
lunch if you would like to continue with us
variety of bushbirds and waterbirds.
east of Perth. The Retreat has a broad
at a further area nearby.
range of chalets and camping facilities.
Bring a chair and morning tea to have while
For more information, see page 10 of this
edition or contact the Coordinators at
gww@birdlife.org

The campout will officially begin at
lunchtime on Saturday and final birdcall will
be at lunchtime on Monday. For anyone who
chooses to arrive on Friday afternoon there
will be an activity on Saturday morning. We
will have a group BBQ (self-catered) on the
Saturday evening.
There are many different habitats in, and
adjacent to, the range which is well-known
for the rich diversity of flora and fauna.
The area has a long bird list that includes
Western Whipbird, Western Yellow Robin,
Rufous Treecreeper, Elegant and Regent
Parrots, Owlet Nightjar, and Crested Shriketit.
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Leader: Charles Merriam

we do a combined birdlist.

Sunday 12 June: Tom Bateman
Reserve, Thornlie
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am beside the playground/
sporting complex at the corner of Nicholson
and Wilfred Roads (car-park entry is off
Wilfred Road).

Leader: Nigel Sutherland
Monday 27 June: Bold Park Eco Centre,
165 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat
Monthly meeting, 7.30 pm
‘Urban Wildlife Conservation'
Speaker:

Holy Kirk

We will look at a series of wetlands
constructed to remove nutrients from water
draining into the Canning River. We will also
look at small bushland areas if they are
accessible. Rubber boots may be a good
idea, and insect repellent.
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From Across the Nullarbor
Mallee receives listing,
protection

King Island Scrubtit and
Brown Thornbill update

Bittern surveys boom during
COVID lockdown

The Mallee, in north-western Victoria
and adjacent parts of South Australia
and NSW, supports numerous specialist
species of birds, and a number of
different issues — habitat fragmentation,
changed fire regimes, overgrazing,
invasive species — have caused them to
become threatened. Recognising this,
the Federal Government has officially
listed the ‘Mallee Bird Community of the
Murray–Darling Depression Bioregion’ as
being Endangered. This is said to be the
first threatened habitat to be recognised
based solely on its birdlife.

About two-thirds of King Island has been
cleared for agriculture and much of the
remaining native vegetation has been
ravaged by fire, so it’s unsurprising that
the King Island Brown Thornbill and King
Island Scrubtit are at very high risk of
extinction.

When the COVID-19 pandemic hit
Australia in January 2020, observations
of Australasian Bitterns in south-western
Victoria plummeted, largely due to
lockdowns and travel restrictions. But,
thanks to the keen ears of BirdLife
Australia’s volunteers, the overall number
of observations of Australasian Bitterns
has approximately doubled since, despite
(or because of) the pandemic.

Surveys for these species have been
conducted since March 2021, searching
for these birds and their habitats to
identify important sites and habitat
types.

The Glenelg-Hopkins Soundscape project
saw audio devices installed across the
wetlands of south-western Victoria,
Although their overall population is
recording wetland sounds during acoustic
tiny, surveys have expanded the known
About 20 threatened mallee-dependent
distribution of Brown Thornbills, detecting surveys. These recordings were split up
species of birds (as well as other
into chunks and listened to by BirdLife
them in both large, contiguous forests
animals) should benefit from the
Australia volunteers across the country.
and small, isolated patches.
increased protection and recovery actions
And because many people were stuck at
Scrubtits were often associated with
that will now apply to the mallee bird
home during lockdowns, the number of
swamp paperbarks, but were detected
community after its addition to the
participants who were available to listen
in other vegetation, including eucalypt,
Environment Protection and Biodiversity
to the recordings boomed.
blackwood and tea-tree forests and
Conservation Act.
scrub. Their known distribution has been Indeed, it was the characteristic booming
BirdLife Australia’s Threatened Mallee
expanded to include the far north of King of the Australasian Bittern that was being
Birds Conservation Action Plan plays a
Island, though, like the Brown Thornbill, sought to help us better understand
key role in protecting the birds which
the breeding habits of this Endangered
the population is small.
rely on mallee habitats by identifying the
wetland species.
Strategies and actions for conserving
threats that affect them and delivering a
these King Island birds and the habitats
practical, efficient and effective strategy
on which they depend, are managed
to ameliorate these threats.
via the Threatened King Island Birds
Conservation Action Plan.
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BirdLife Western Australia
BirdLife Western Australia

SUMMARY OF COMING EVENTS

Western Australian Bird Notes
Subscription form

Sat 12 Mar:

Yanchep National Park

Tue 15 Mar:

Blackwall Reach, Bicton

Sat 19 Mar:

Yangebup Lake, Cockburn

Fri 25 Mar:

Creery Wetlands, Dudley Park

Sat 26 Mar:

Wellard Wetlands, Baldivis

Mon 28 Mar:

Bold Park Eco

Sun 3 Apr:

Lancelin

Thu 7 Apr:

Tomato Lake, Kewdale

Sun 10 Apr:

Lake Coogee, Munster

Tue 12 Apr:

Albany

15 to 18 Apr:

Easter Campout at Credo Station

Sat 16 Apr:

Ellis Brook, Martin

April:

No Monthly meeting

25 to 28 Apr:

GWW Survey, Karroun Hill

Sat 23 Apr:

Ashfield Flats, Bassendean

Phone (h)............................................................

Sun 1 May:

Ray Marshall Park, Viveash

(w)............................................................

Sat 7 May:

Bannister Creek, Lynwood

(m)............................................................

9 to 13 May:

GWW Survey, Helena and Aurora
Range followed by Credo

Thu 12 May:

Lake Monger

Sat 15 May:

Victoria Reservoir, Canning Mills

Sun 22 May:

Manning Lake, Spearwood

Mon 28 May:

Bold Park Eco Centre, Monthly
meeting,

23 to 27 May: GWW Survey, Frank Hann/ Peak
Charles
Sat 28 May:

Lake Goolellal, Kingsley

4 to 6 Jun:

WA Day Campout, Stirling Ranges

Sat 4 Jun:

Flynn Road, Mundaring

Sun 12 Jun:

Tom Bateman Reserve, Thornlie

Sat 18 Jun:

Wungong Gorge

Thu 23 Jun:

Lightning Swamp, Noranda

Sun 26 Jun:

Beenyup Swamp, Woodvale

Mon 27 Jun:

Bold Park Eco Centre, Monthly
meeting,
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BirdLife Western Australia
Birdlife WA “Birds of the Wheatbelt”
Project
AND
Cash for Containers
A new project is about to be launched in
WA. “Birds of
the Wheatbelt” will be commencing
surveys in reserves
and remnant bushland throughout the
wheatbelt.
Every Birdlife member can
contribute.
Using the scheme is simplicity itself.
Collect eligible containers and when
convenient, return them to a collection
point near you.
One of the codes shown here can be
read at the collection point to identify
your containers for the Birdlife WA
account. Simple.
Or look out for the flyer for more
information

CROSSWORD NO. 50 ANSWERS
ACROSS
1 rangelands, 6 tide, 8 albatross, 10 fuss, 11 site, 12 strong, 13 Pagononi,
14 asked, 15 lull, 19 aquatic, 21 grip, 22 calm, 24 meal, 26 bill, 27 pond,
28 congregate, 29 bond.
DOWN
2 Augusta, 3 grass, 4 nets, 5 spotted, 6 tussocks, 7 delegates, 9
buttonquail, 13 pelagic, 16 lapwing,17 stamina,18 scrap,20 wandoo, 23
mound, 25 low
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In The Field

North Lake excursion, page 32. Photo by Alan Watson

Samphire Cove N.R. End of Year Celebration 2022, page
35. Photo by Barbara

Page 48

Brendon Kinsella - Quizz Master, page 9. Photo by
Jennifer Sumpton

Sam Rycken surveying Carnaby's Cockatoo nesting, page
10. Photo by Basil Schur
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