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OPERATION RAINBOW ROOST — 2021 COUNTS
Introduction
Rainbow Lorikeets were introduced to Perth in the 1960s (Chapman 2005, Chapman and Massam 2006). The lorikeet population
has increased rapidly since then and this has been detrimental to local native fauna. An estimated 40 000+ Rainbow Lorikeets
are now believed to be living in the greater Perth Metropolitan Area (Reeves and Scourse 2015, citing Ron Johnstone). These
birds pose a major risk to Western Australian community values through damage to infrastructure and fruit crops, displacement
of native species, fouling and damage to private and public amenities and the potential to spread bird diseases. The Department
of Primary Industries and Regional Development (DPIRD) declared the Rainbow Lorikeet a pest species in the southern parts of
the state in 2001 (Edwards 2002; Massam et al. 2006; Chapman and Massam 2006; Massam and Wright 2008).
Coordinated counts of lorikeets as they arrive at their summer night roosts provide information about the locations where the
birds can be found and the number of these pest birds in the local area. The end of summer is the best time to conduct these
counts, as most birds have finished breeding then and are congregating at roost sites.
In March 2016, with funding from the State Natural Resource Management (NRM) office, Operation Rainbow Roost was
instigated to address the management of Rainbow Lorikeets in the greater Perth Metropolitan Area by developing and
implementing a method to estimate and track changes in their numbers (BirdLife WA 2017; BirdLife WA 2018). In 2019,
Lotterywest agreed to fund Operation Rainbow Roost to locate and count roost sites in summer 2018/19 and summer 2019/20.
Funding was not available in time to prepare for the February 2021 counts, however, the Department of Primary Industries
and Regional Development (DPIRD) provided funding for analysis and reporting of the roost counts. This article summarises
information on the roosts found and counted in Summer 2020/21. Further details can be found in the full report (BirdLife WA
2021).

Project Aims

Roost Sites

This current project aimed to:

To date a total of 74 roost sites have been confirmed, three
previously confirmed roosts have been destroyed and another
four have been categorized as irregular roost sites. The active
roosts from the February 2021 count are mapped in Figure 1.

• Seek out, map and count Rainbow Lorikeet roost sites in the
Greater Perth metropolitan area.
• Compare abundance estimates between years.
• Determine the current distribution of the Rainbow Lorikeet.
• Increase awareness of this introduced pest species.

Results
Distribution
Rainbow Lorikeets in south-western Australia are largely
confined to urban parts of the Perth Metropolitan Area and its
surrounds. They are mostly found from Yanchep to Mandurah
but are more abundant in the inner metropolitan areas. Some
lorikeets have also been recorded in areas outside of the main
populated areas of Perth.

Table 1 provides the number of active roosts sites in each local
government area that were counted in 2021. The number
of roosts per council area is largely related to the size of the
council area and where active volunteers are located.85963]\
Table 1: Number of roost sites confirmed active during the
February 2021 roost counts in each Local Government Area.
Local Government
Area
Armadale

Number
of Roosts
Confirmed
3

Local Government
Area
Melville

Number
of Roosts
Confirmed
7*

Belmont

1

Nedlands

2

Cannington

2

Peppermint Grove

1

Cockburn

4

South Perth

1

Cottesloe

1

Stirling

3

Fremantle

3

Subiaco

1

Gosnells

1

Swan

1

Victoria Park

2

Joondalup

7*

Kalamunda

2

Vincent

1

Mandurah

3

Wanneroo

1

*Some data skew due to where active volunteers were located and council
area.

Counts
In February 2021, 75 volunteers counted 52 roost sites.
The total roost count for February 2021 was 9270 Rainbow
Lorikeets across the greater Perth area.
Past records are shown in the Table 2 summary of roost count
data from the past five years. The total number of lorikeets
counted at roost sites during the last five years is compared
and shown in Figure 2.
Nineteen sites have been surveyed for all of the past five
years, with the same survey effort. These showed that overall,
there were fewer lorikeets attending these comparable roost
sites this year than in the previous four years (Figure 3).
Figure 1: Rainbow Lorikeet Roost Sites active in 2021 (blue dots) and Birdata Rainbow Lorikeet records 1 January 1991 to August 2021
and Aussie Backyard Bird Count data from 2016 to 2020 (black dots).
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Table 2: Summary of roost count data from the past three
years.
Count
period

Number
of sites
counted

Total
Rainbow
Lorikeets
counted

Number
of sites
estimated

Total number
of Rainbow
Lorikeets
estimated

Feb 2017

27

13 047

4

480

Feb 2018

48

16 523

7

450

Feb 2019

56

13 378

2

171

Feb 2020

72

15 234

0

0

Feb 2021

52

9270

0

0

the categories with an increase in the number of smaller to
middle sized roosts and a decrease in the number of larger
roosts.
The roosts with the highest counts in February 2021 were at
Cannington, Perth Airport, Cottesloe and Canning Vale with
counts of 2818, 1320, 762 and 616 lorikeets respectively.
The counts at all of these sites were significantly lower than
previous years where count effort was equivalent.
Table 3: The number of active Rainbow Lorikeets roosts in
each size category.
Number of
lorikeets

Category

2017
0

Figure 2: Operation Rainbow Roost counts for the past five years

One roost that has had a noticeably different trend is the
Cottesloe roost site which has had steadily declining counts
since 2018:

Number of roosts in each category and
(percent of active roosts)
2018

2019

2020

2021

4

5

5

10

5

1-50

1

8
(30%)

17
(39%)

26
(49%)

23
(37%)

24
(51%)

51-150

2

8
(30%)

10
(23%)

13
(25%)

16
(26%)

9
(19%)

151-500

3

6
(22%)

13
(30%)

10
(19%)

18
(29%)

10
(21%)

501-1500

4

3
(11%)

0 (0%)

1 (2%)

3
(5%)

3
(6%)

15015000

5

2 (7%)

3 (7%)

3 (6%)

2
(3%)

1
(2%)

500115 000

6

0 (0%)

1 (2%)

0 (0%)

0
(0%)

0
(0%)

Most roosts have less than 150 lorikeets present, with these
lowest two categories accounting for 60-74% of active roosts
each year. However, the number of lorikeets in each roost
category is weighted towards the larger roost categories.

• 5192 in February 2018,
• 2572 in February 2019,
• 1007 in February 2020, and
• 762 in February 2021.
These four counts at Cottesloe all had the same survey effort
and many of the same volunteers counting the site. Changes
like these at one of the very large sites can skew trends
considerably. The Cottesloe roost data was not included in
Figure 3 as in February 2017 the survey effort at this site was
lower compared to the following years.
Table 3 shows the roost size categories and the number of
roosts in each category for roost sites that were counted
or estimated in the past five years, and Figure 4 shows the
location of these sites. In 2019 and 2020 there was a shift in

Figure 3: Roost counts from longer term monitoring sites compared
with Perth metropolitan rainfall.
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Figure 4: Rainbow Lorikeet Roost Size Categories 2021.
Red=Category 5, Orange=Category 4, Yellow=Category 3,
Green=Category 2 and Blue=Category 1.
Black = Birdata Rainbow Lorikeet records 1 January 1991 to
August 2021 and Aussie Backyard Bird Count data from 2016,
2017, 2018, 2019 and 2020.
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• BirdLife Operation Rainbow Roost Website (http://www.
birdlife.org.au/projects/operation-rainbow-roost) which
included a Google docs form to report Rainbow Lorikeets.

Lorikeets by grape growers and orchardists in the Swan Valley
and the Darling Scarp may be contributing to declines in
numbers of birds roosting across the Perth metro area in late
summer. Summer rainfall may also be an influential factor.
Higher summer rainfall may result in higher breeding success
and numbers of birds congregating to roosts in late summer.
Alternatively, recent declines in summer rainfall may be
causing birds to disperse more across suburban areas to find
sufficient food and as a consequence, lorikeets are roosting
in smaller and more spatially dispersed flocks. Conducting
annual counts over a greater number of years and improving
consistency in numbers of roosts surveyed each year will
enable changes to be detected and trends with environmental
and other factors to be determined.

• Facebook posts by BirdLife Western Australia.

The following are recommendations arising from this report:

• Articles in BirdLife Western Australia’s e-news.

1. Continue publicity and work to locate unknown lorikeet
roost sites, prior to the February 2022 roost count.

Roosts with less than 150 Rainbow Lorikeets present make up
only 7% to 15% of the total count each year.
In February 2021 fewer roost sites were surveyed due to
difficulty with funding and Covid-19 restrictions prior to the
counts.
Increasing awareness of the pest status of the Rainbow
Lorikeet
A number of different media were used to increase awareness
of this introduced pest species to members of BirdLife and the
general public. The media used were:

• Article in WA Bird Notes September 2020 (Pickering and
Stokes 2020).
• Email to past counters

Discussion
Roost Counts
In 2021, BirdLife WA volunteers counted at fewer roost sites
than the previous two years. The number of Rainbow Lorikeets
counted reflected this. However, 19 sites have been surveyed
for all of the past five years, with the same survey effort.
Overall, there were fewer lorikeets attending these roost sites
this year than in the previous four years.
A review of summer weather summaries from the five years
of the count suggests summer rainfall may be a contributing
factor to the numbers of lorikeets in Perth in summer. Higher
summer rainfall would support increased flowering and,
hence, more food for offspring to survive to the late summer
(February). However, with only five years of data it is difficult
to know if this is a true relationship or coincidental trends.
Further counts would provide a clearer understanding of this
possible relationship. If there is a strong relationship between
summer rainfall and the numbers of lorikeets present in
summer, it would be useful information that could inform any
control measures.
BirdLife was notified of several roosts that were not previously
known before the February 2021 counts. This resulted in three
new sites being counted for the first time. These new roosts
help fill a gap in our knowledge, but many more roosts are
yet to be found. Increased knowledge of the roost sites being
used will build a comprehensive picture of Rainbow Lorikeet
distribution and numbers.

Conclusions and Recommendations
Although the number of roosts surveyed in February 2021 was
similar to 2018, the total number of Rainbow Lorikeets was
considerably lower by over seven thousand birds.
Additionally, fewer lorikeets were counted at 19 long term
roost sites than were counted in each of the previous four
years with equal survey effort. Average sizes of roosts have
declined over the years. These results were either a reflection
of true declines in overall number of birds or a change in
roosting behaviour with birds at historically larger roosts
splitting and dispersing across smaller roosts in recent years.
Data for 2020 suggest the latter may be the case, where many
new roosts of small size (less than 150 birds) were located
and surveyed. However, due to the change in survey effort
over time it is difficult to conclusively determine whether
the changes observed are driven by a population change or
behavioural change.
There are likely to be several factors that affect the numbers
of lorikeets counted each February. Yearly culling of Rainbow
Page 6

2. Trial conducting the February 2022 roost count on one
night to provide more robust estimates of true lorikeet
numbers. This may make it easier for volunteers to
make a commitment to do a count, however, if there are
not enough volunteers available to do the counts, then
uncounted sites can be counted in the weeks after the set
count date.
3. Conduct counts on a quiet weekday night (i.e. Monday to
Thursday) at sites that are within restaurant or outdoor
cinema areas.
4. Conduct further workshops prior to the February 2022
roost count to raise publicity, improve the knowledge of the
volunteer group and to try to recruit volunteers from areas
where fewer volunteers are currently available.
5. Encourage Birdata users to report breeding records of
Rainbow Lorikeet and other birds, because few breeding
records have been recorded to date.
6. Conduct spatial analysis of roost occupancy over time (as
more data is collected) to better understand changes in
roosting behaviour of Rainbow Lorikeets.
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BIRDLIFE WA NEW MEMBERS
1 AUG TO 15 OCT 2021
Jackie Anderson

Carol Newton-Smith

Ellizabeth Ann Bailey

Grahame Pratt

Dianne Bass

Jenny Preston

Anne Bondin

Lisa Roberts

Amanda Bourne

John Rose

Phyllis Flood

David Salmon

Howard Gray

Brett Skoglund

Blandine Hallé

Anthony Smurthwaite

Yoko Imai

Colin Smyth

Brendan Joyce

Rachyl-Anne Stover

Lisa Keeffe

Lauren Strumpher

Francis Leong

Chris Whitaker

Steven Lofthouse

Mark Wootten

Jess Murray

Elizabeth Wright
**** Welcome to the flock ****

White Torque Pty
Ltd

Gavin White
MRB5813
AU31609

Ph: 0448 975 586
For servicing and repairs to all makes of
vehicles
Specialising in air conditioners, servicing
and repairs

Juvenile Inland Dotterel at Nallan Campout, p28. Photo by Michael
Bouette
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Notice of Annual General Meeting BirdLife Western Australia
Birdlife Western Australia
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING
BIRDLIFE WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Monday 28th February 2022, 7:30 pm
Bold Park Ecology Centre, Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat

The Annual General Meeting of BirdLife Western
Australia is called to consider the following
agenda:
1. Apologies
2. Confirmation of 2021 minutes (see BirdLife
WA website)
3. Business arising
4. Chair’s report
5. Treasurer’s report
6. Election of officers
7. General business
8. Guest speaker: Ryan Carter, Button-quail on
the Abrolhos Islands
Mike Bamford, Chair

BirdLife Western Australia
Nominations are called for the following
positions to be elected at the BirdLife
Western Australia Annual General Meeting
on 28th February 2022:
Chair
Vice Chair
Secretary
Treasurer
Committee members (up to 7)
Nomination forms are available from the
BirdLife WA office and also in this edition of
WABN (see below) and should be returned to
the Secretary by 28 January 2022.
All positions are open and not all current
committee members will be renominating.
Volunteers willing to attend the monthly
meetings and take on these responsibilities
are sought.

BirdLife Western Australia
Committee nomination form
Position:
(Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, Committee member)

Nominee:
Nominated by:
Seconded by:
I hereby accept this nomination:
(Signature of nominee)

Date:		

Please return this form before 28 January 2022 to:
The Secretary, BirdLife Western Australia, 167 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat, WA 6014
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BirdLife WA Committees
BIRDLIFE WA REPORT
Chair’s Report
The Executive Committee (EC) of BirdLife WA (BWA) deals
with a lot of issues involved in running the branch. Some of
these can seem mundane but are necessary for the operation
of BirdLife in WA:
• Paying bills.
• Maintaining branch finances consistent with National
guidelines.
• Renewing the lease agreement for Peregrine House.
• Managing monthly meetings.
• Ensuring excursions and other activities are compliant
with National guidelines (largely for safety and insurance
purposes).
• Replying to queries from members and the public on
a whole range of issues, from identifying birds to local
conservation concerns.
The EC also has to deal with issues that are a bit more
interesting, radical or tricky, depending on the issue and your
point of view. Recently, this has included:
• Staff and members bringing dogs to Peregrine House.
• The introduction of on-line booking for some excursions via
Eventbrite.
• The ongoing progress being made on our future
accommodation at Bold Park (largely being managed by Viv
Read in discussion with the WA Naturalists’ Club and the
Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority).
• Investigating the layout of our current office to make it
more effective for staff and welcoming to members and
visitors.
• Commenting on management plans and proposed
developments that might impact WA birds.
• Discussing the future of WA Bird Notes: cost, distribution,
format and content.
• Interviewing applicants to replace Annette Park. Annette
has played a vital role in Birdlife WA as our office manager,
not to mention her voluntary work with the community
Engagement Committee, and will be greatly missed by
the EC, staff and members. We all owe her a lot, but I am
delighted to welcome Christine Shaw as her replacement
and encourage everyone to both welcome and assist her as
she settles in.

A recent initiative of the EC in the ‘a bit more interesting’
category has been the establishment of a Research Advisory
Group, chaired by Mike Bamford. The aim of this group is to
be available to advise our research staff and to develop ideas
for new research and engagement projects. This is chaired by
Mike Bamford. The RAG has only met once and will report to
the EC.
Another recent initiative has been the establishment of
monthly bird-walks at Herdsman Lake, with these specifically
targeting local community, non-members and people who may
not identify themselves as birdwatchers. We often comment
that not enough people know about birds or how to begin with
birdwatching, or about BirdLife itself, so these bird-walks are
a small step to correct that. This was the brainchild of Beth
Walker and the monthly walks seem to be well-attended.
And then there are exciting issues that come out of the blue.
Recently, the family of the late Alison and John Doley donated
$1 000 000 to BirdLife, with the only limitation being that the
money be spent in WA. This was of course pleasing to the EC.
The donation was made in honour of Alison and John, who
were farmers and conservationists in the Coorow area; their
property, Koobabbie, was renowned for nesting Carnaby’s
Black-Cockatoos, and they had protected a significant part
of Koobabbie for conservation. BirdLife is naturally very
appreciative of donations such as this, and while the family
has not specified how the money is to be spent, it is only
natural that it be directed to conservation in the agricultural
region of WA. A steering committee has been established to
investigate options. This is chaired by BirdLife Australia VicePresident Mandy Bamford and includes a representative of the
family, three members of the EC, President Martine Maron,
CEO Paul Sullivan and Dean Ingwersen from the Melbourne
office. Dean is currently running a bird conservation project
in agricultural areas in Victoria so brings some experience
to the table. However, the steering committee is definitely
keeping options open to make best use of the donation for bird
conservation in WA.

• Working effectively with BirdLife staff based in the WA Office
and generally liaising with the National body.

There have been a few changes in membership of the EC. Beth
Walker has left our ranks but remains active in other facets
of BWA. I’d like to acknowledge her contribution in the period
of time when we were joint chairs. Her departure means I
find myself in the role of Chair for a third time, which was not
exactly in my game plan, and BWA will need to investigate
options for a Chair in 2022. I’d also like to welcome Kay
Barnard who has joined the EC.

• Supporting our country groups and other conservation
groups. In recent months, members of the EC have been
involved in a ‘bioblitz’ at Walpole, and gave presentations at
‘The Last Stand’ (conservation in the Wheatbelt) in Moora,
and at the CCWA annual members event.

As always, the EC is interested in the views of our members
and ideas on ways to improve what we currently do, so please
feel free to contact Christine at the office or any member of
the EC.
Mike Bamford

MOVING TO THE ON-LINE BOOKING SYSTEM EVENTBRITE
As announced in our previous edition, we are moving the bookings of all our excursion and campouts to the on-line booking
platform Eventbrite. Our General Meeting on 25th October served as trial and it worked very well. Eventbrite gives us the
possibility to contact everyone at the same time about changes to times, venues or cancellations.
So from 1st January 2022, all our bookings with be done online. We appreciate your understanding and thank you all in
advance for your flexibility during the transition phase.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE SECRETARY
BirdLife Western Australia is seeking an Executive Committee Secretary.
Approximately 15 hours a month (1×2-hour meeting monthly, plus meeting preparation and producing minutes. Annual
General Meeting held in February).
Please contact a member of the Executive Committee to discuss your interest in this role.
BirdLife WA Executive Committee

Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 180 December 2021
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WABCN Regional Network Forum 2021
The Western Australian Bird Conservation Network (WABCN) is an informal arrangement of community groups in Western
Australia with the common purpose of improved bird conservation outcomes.
The third WABCN Regional Network Forum was held on 19-20th August 2021 at the WA Gould League Centre, Herdsman Lake,
Perth. As we only ran the Forum last year through Zoom due to Covid, we were all excited that we could meet face-to-face this
time.
The format of the Forum this year was half day in the
afternoon for the first day, followed by a team dinner, then
another half day the following day. The idea was to allow the
regional participants to have more time for travel from home
to Perth and return.
The first major topic for the Forum was the update and sharing
from each of the regional/associated groups. The session ran
well with each group presenting a certain topic or activities
update for the region. All the participants were well engaged
and interested to know how the other groups were running
and what sort of issues they may have. Due to some lastminute withdrawals of five participants due to medical and
personal reasons, the participating groups were representing
Denmark, Esperance, Mandurah and Mid-West Geraldton only.
Two speaking sessions in the first day were covered by the
BirdLife WA (BWA) Executive Committee (EC). Mike Bamford
talked about the new EC team/structure, the strategy
and some future focus of BWA. Rochelle Steven covered
community engagement and provided some sound and solid
ideas on how the regional areas could attract the attention of
new people.
The last topic for the first day was the Birds on Farms (BoF)
update. As the Avon Wheatbelt Bird Group was absent at the
last minute, where most of the interested farms are located,
Alfred Lau gave a brief update on the status the volunteers/
interested farms list. With input from Vicki Stokes and Freda
Blakeway (BoF participant near Geraldton), some questions
were resolved. We all stay tuned to see if any new funding will
be allocated for this project soon.
Thank you to the BWA sales team, Lesley and Diana, for
popping by to our forum in the evening. Some groups carried
a pile of greeting cards home! The team dinner afterwards
surprised all the participants. We all enjoyed the great food
and drinks, as well as the social interactions.

The first program on the second day was the bird walk at
Herdsman Lake. As the recent rain flooded the boardwalk on
the eastern side, the team walked in the opposite direction
instead. While Purple Swamphens were everywhere, which
coincidently matched one of the theme photos in the forum’s
flyer, five Glossy Ibises impressed Brad Kneebone from
Denmark and Mike Seinor from Esperance as they hadn’t seen
the Glossy Ibis for quite a few years down their way. Apart
from two Swamp Harriers, our attention was on a mystery
bird perched at the pole at the far end of the reeds. From
the behaviour and barely seen profile, the most likely species
would be a Sacred Kingfisher but the team decided not to call
it due to some uncertainties. Nevertheless, the team tallied 36
species in just about one hour.
Back to the centre with a recharge of tea and coffee, we
were all delighted to have two guest speakers from BirdLife
Australia. We could almost skip the introduction as the
speakers were well known by all of us – Vicki Stokes and
Tegan Douglas. Vicki talked about the WA program and how
her new role and the new organisation changed the pathway
of the existing programs. Tegan walked us through the details
of how the team could get the most from Birdata! Both
presentations were well received. We would like to thank Vicki
and Tegan again for their valuable time and support to our
forum.
A game was sandwiched between the two talks. An easy quiz,
it’s just to find out all the Australian Bird Names in ONE WORD
starting from A to Z. With sweating and head scratching of
all participants in ten minutes, the challenge was almost
unofficially changed from individual to a team effort. When the
time was up, Bill King from Mandurah won the first prize for
the fastest completion with all “creative” answers. And Vicki
won the prize with the highest number of “compliant” answers.
A little fun time with all smiling faces!
Before the closing of the Forum, the last topic was an open
discussion of WABCN. We leveraged the lunch refreshment
time to encourage all the groups to discuss any further
issues and suggest any new ideas on how the network could
communicate and work together better.
An unexpected bonus session was to meet Mandy Bamford,
Vice President of BirdLife Australia at the lunch session.
Somehow Mandy was having another meeting at the Centre,
so we took this opportunity to talk with her.
The intention of the Forum was to knit together all the
groups and to enhance communication and this was certainly
achieved. We were all not just taking home new knowledge,
updating and sharing with others but perhaps some action
items too. The key outcome was the friendships (network) in
the groups. We believe we are all looking forward to when/
where the next Forum will be, so we could catch up again
soon!
Alfred & Hidi Lau

Mike & Mike (Mike Seinor & Mike Bamford). Photo by Alfred Lau

From the Editors
WABN 179 CORRECTION
WABN 179, page 39. The Mirima National Park photo was incorrectly attributed to Stella Stewart-Wynne. The photographer was
Alfred Lau.
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BirdLife WA 2022 Calendar
The 2022 calendars are now available at the BirdLife WA office for $10 each (over the counter) or $13.30
including postage. Contact the office for the postage rate if purchasing more than 1 calendar. You can order
calendars from the office by phoning 9383 7749 or emailing wa@birdlife.org.au. Payment can be made by credit
card, cash, direct deposit or posting a cheque. Calendars will also be sold at the Monday monthly meetings and
some bird excursions between now and the New Year.
All photographs are by BirdLife WA members and photographs were chosen by professional wildlife
photographers Jiri and Marie Lochman.
All profits aid the BirdLife WA Australasian Bittern Project.

Profits aid the BirdLife Western Australia Australasian Bittern Project

BirdLife Western Australia
2022 Calendar

BirdLife WA Office News
The BirdLife WA office will close on Thursday 16 December and will re-open on Tuesday 4 January 2022. A time for our
hard-working volunteers to relax and enjoy the festive season and to recharge their batteries for 2022.
This will be my last Office News note for WA Bird Notes as I stepped down as the WA Office Manager at the end of October,
after eight years in the role. I would like to take this opportunity to thank the team of people who volunteer in the BirdLife
Office, the members of the Executive Committee, all the other committee members, volunteers and staff who have made my
job a very enjoyable one and whose help and assistance along the way made my work so much easier.
I would also like to introduce the new WA Office Administration Manager – Christine Shaw. Christine started in October and
whilst she is new to the world of birds and BirdLife, she brings exceptional skills and experience to the role; the administration
of the BirdLife WA office is in safe hands. Please introduce yourself to her the next time you visit Peregrine House.
I hope everyone has a lovely Christmas and New Year.
Happy Birding.
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DR VICKI STOKES, WA PROGRAM MANAGER
It is with a great deal of sadness I must announce that Vicki Stokes will be leaving BirdLife on the 12th of November.
I have only had the pleasure of working closely with Vicki since she took on the challenge of leading the new strategy assurance
and analytics team earlier this year, but of course Vicki had been managing our Western Australia Program since the beginning
of 2018. In that time she has grown our presence in WA, securing resources to keep us working on critical projects such as WA
black-cockatoos and expanding our contributions to recovering birds on the brink of extinction in the South West, shorebirds,
wetland and urban birds. Vicki brought to her role a suite of strong leadership skills, professionalism and a great understanding
of strategy and the importance of outcomes. Vicki is an absolute team player, and excels at working in partnerships - she has
been great at getting all the varied personalities amongst our external partners thinking about how their activities can benefit
birds, contributing to our monitoring programs, as well as being a self-confessed ’thorn in the side’ trying to raise the ambition
of some of our agency partners. She will be dearly missed
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Vicki for the enormous contribution she has made establishing a new team within
the organisation - one that I’m sure will be pivotal to improving collaboration, demonstrating our success, and ultimately
allowing us to scale up our programs to help more birds.
Whilst this is a huge loss for BirdLife, Vicki is taking on an exciting new role with AWC where she will be able to get her hands
dirty being more directly involved in project work.
Vicki assures me she will be maintaining her connection to BirdLife through her membership and ongoing contributions to
Birdata and our impressive monitoring programs.
Samantha Vine
Head of Conservation and Science, BirdLife

STAFF CHANGES AND NEW PROJECTS FOR BIRDLIFE WA
Tegan Douglas, who has been at the helm of the Lotterywest
supported urban birds project ‘Connecting urban communities
with nature’ for the last two years will be changing roles at
the end of this year, as this project comes to a close. Although
she will most definitely still be around to answer any and
all bird identification, bird survey, Birdata, and bird-friendly
garden questions, she will be taking on the role of Black
Cockatoo Program Manager, which forms part of BirdLife’s
Woodland Birds program. This will involve not just supporting
the fantastic work being done by local staff Merryn Pryor
and Sam Rycken on our three species of black-cockatoos in
south western Australia, but also supporting the conservation
actions for staff working on east coast black-cockatoos as well.
The remainder of her time will be filled ramping up the Birds
on Farms project here in WA, following the (spoiler alert!)
recently announced successful State NRM grant round.
That definitely gives away our other exciting news…
The recent round of successful State NRM grants were
announced, with two successful grant applications for
BirdLife to continue conservation work for WA birds. We
are extremely pleased to receive these, as they are always
highly competitive. State NRM received 155 applications from
across WA, 79 small project applications with grant requests
valued at $2.3 million and 76 large project applications with
grant requests valued at $19.1 million. Each project was
evaluated by an assessment panel which then provided their
recommendations to the Ministers for Agriculture and Food,
Fisheries and Water, and Environment, for their approval.

BirdLife was fortunate to have two successful grants – one
small project grant and one large project grant.
The small grant enables BirdLife to continue its work on
migratory shorebirds in the Peel region, increasing our
knowledge of shorebirds’ use of the important shorebird sites
of the area through conducting monthly water bird counts.
This is a big step up from the standard model of twice-yearly
surveys, so with this increased information on top of the
already extensive knowledge base for shorebirds in the Peel
region, will enable us to better identify and protect these
critical shorebird areas.
The large grant enables us to reinvigorate the Birds on
Farms project, that many may remember from the 1990s.
Landholders or participants in the earlier project may have
already been contacted by Alfred and Hidi Lau in their roles
in the WA Bird Conservation Network as they have been
doing preliminary work to reconnect with these earlier
contributors. This project complements a nation-wide Birds
on Farms initiative, that uses data collected in various
habitats in farming landscapes to share knowledge for how
land managers, Landcare and NRM groups can best balance
and manage these landscapes to support healthy bird
communities.
We extend congratulations to fellow project partners and other
grant recipients. We look forward to being able to start work
on these initiatives!
Dr Tegan Douglas
WA Citizen Science Project Coordinator

METROPOLITAN BIRD GEOGRAPHY NO. 6
INLAND THORNBILL
This species was once abundant on the coastal plain around Perth. In 1921 W.B. Alexander regarded it as an ‘abundant
resident’; 20 years later D.L. Serventy considered it a ’common resident' in thickets near water. Elsewhere mostly winter
visitors. This species is now rapidly contracting in geographical range and diminishing in population size. Nowadays it is seldom
encountered in many of the larger bushland reserves.
For example, in the 1970s Inland Thornbills were frequently mist-netted and leg-banded in the Acacia rostellifera thickets on
defence land at Swanbourne, an area closed to public access. This site was revisited monthly (with approval of the Department
of Defence) during 2019-20, and none was seen or heard.
Inland Thornbills were last recorded frequently in Kings Park in 1996-97 by Ros Denny. Their occurrence there was also last
recorded by Harry Recher in 1997, well down from their peak abundance in 1986. A large area of the bushland was burnt in
January 1989 and 1996, and these wildfires may have been responsible for the diminution in numbers.
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In Bold Park Inland Thornbills have only very occasionally
been mist-netted by the bird-banding group, which has
been active since the 1990s. The latest record in the Bird
Database of this species there is from March 2018. Similarly,
the paucity of records from other (smaller) bushland reserves
suggests that the species is now a vagrant: Underwood Avenue
Bushland – March 2002; Lake Monger – June 2003; Pelican
Point – September 2008; Point Resolution – March 2018;
Lake Claremont – July 2018; Kings Park – December 2019;
Herdsman Lake – February 2021).
Thirty visits to Bold Park in the period from 2009 to 2017
resulted in only one record, in June 2009. Twenty visits
to Kings Park (2015-18) also yielded only one record – in
February 2017.
South of the Swan River, Inland Thornbills seem to persist
in larger reserves or where there is connectivity to other
bushland. Hence they are still regularly recorded in the
Canning River Regional Park, and manage to persist in the
string of east-west reserves and bushland patches between
Woodman Point and Forrestdale Lake. This cross-section
incorporates several Nature Reserves, (Beeliar) Regional
Park, substantial peri-urban areas, vegetated fringes around
industrial areas as well as bushland patches of various sizes.
However, it is noted that the frequency of encounters appears
to be declining, with recent BirdLife excursions to Little Rush
Lake and Bibra Lake encountering Inland Thornbills only once.
The only area near to Perth where the species can be seen
regularly is in Trigg Bushland. This is the sector bounded by
West Coast Highway and Elliott Road, comprised of Acacia
rostellifera thickets with copses of Tuart. Small groups can be
called up with ease.
Tegan Douglas and Ian Abbott

Figure 1. Distribution of Inland Thornbill in the Perth region

ADOPT A COCKY NEST PROJECT UPDATE
In May and June this year 39 artificial cocky hollows were installed on private properties in the Bindoon, Chittering and
Bullsbrook areas as part of BirdLife WA’s Adopt a Cocky Nest project. The nests have just recently been monitored by BirdLife’s
Merryn Pryor and Adam Peck, who are pleased to report
several of the tubes are already being used by breeding
Carnaby’s and many other tubes are being prospected and
investigated by interested Carnaby’s couples. This gives
us high hopes of more tubes being taken up and used by
Carnaby’s in future years. Artificial hollows installed in
known breeding areas such as this have previously shown
to provide successful replacements to lost natural hollows
which are not being readily replaced naturally.
Although other areas of WA are reportedly experiencing an
early breeding season due to the decent winter rain, the
Chittering/Bullsbrook/Bindoon area seems to be a bit later
with couples still actively prospecting and laying in mid
to late October. During our monitoring in late October we
encountered several nests with only one egg, indicating that
they had only just been laid as the female was yet to lay her
second egg. The chick/s from these eggs may fledge as late
as early February if successful.
Many thanks to the donors who contributed money to
purchase and adopt the tubes. Donors will receive updates
about the status of their tubes and breeding activity over the
next two years. Thanks also to the private property owners
hosting the tubes and allowing us continued access to their
land to monitor the nests, and project partners Carnaby’s
A female Carnaby Black-Cockatoo on
Crusaders and Hesperia for their support.
top of her artificial nest hollow in Lake
Merryn Pryor Clifton. Photo by Karen Bettink
WA Black-Cockatoo Coordinator

RIGHT: An egg in one of the Adopt a
Cocky Nest tubes. Photo by Cocky Cam
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ALCOA COMMUNITY BLACK-COCKATOO RECOVERY PROJECT
UPDATE

It’s been a busy few months as the three-year black-cockatoo
recovery project starts winding down towards its completion
in December. During the winter months volunteers braved
rain, hail and shine to plant over 10 000 native seedlings
over six community planting days in Pinjarra, Wagerup,
Serpentine, Jarrahdale, Whitby and Coolup. With the decent
winter rainfall this year the seedlings are growing well and
showing high survival rates. It is hoped they will provide much
needed foraging habitat for black-cockatoos into the future.
Over the course of the three-year project 25 000 seedlings
have been planted across an area of approximately 98 acres
(39 ha) on the southern Swan Coastal Plain, on both private
properties and shire land, in an effort to increase connectivity
of black-cockatoo foraging habitat within the fragmented
landscape. Thank you to all the private landowners, partner
environmental organisations and shires who helped facilitate
and organise the plantings and community days, as well as all
the wonderful volunteers who helped get the seedlings in the
ground.
On Sunday the 10th October we held our fourth annual Spring
Forest Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo (FRTBC) Count. This was
the first time we opened registrations up to the public in an
effort to expand the number of sites included. Over 80 people
registered with over 60 known FRTBC roost sites surveyed
across the Swan Coastal Plain and Darling Scarp. Through
the spring count we aim to monitor the seasonal movements
of FRTBCs in the Greater Perth-Peel Region with their recent
influx onto the Swan Coastal Plain over the last couple of
decades. We are looking to expand the Spring Count over the
next few years to include more roost sites and increase our
knowledge of FRTBCs on the Swan Coastal Plain. Results are
still being received and processed, but an update on results
will be provided in our January Cocky Notes newsletter.

The spring season has also seen staff busy with breeding
surveys in and around the Swan Coastal Plain including in
areas such as Lake Clifton, Parklands and Baldivis Children’s
Forest. Twenty-four new artificial hollows manufactured by
Landcare Serpentine-Jarrahdale were installed as part of the
project and we continue to monitor these and other natural
and artificial hollows in the area. We are pleased to report that
tubes that were installed only a few months ago are already
being used by breeding Carnaby’s!
While the three-year Alcoa Community Black-Cockatoo
Recovery project is coming to an end we are pleased to
announce that BirdLife will continue to partner with the Alcoa
Foundation for a further three years. This will see the Great
Cocky Count, Spring FRTBC Count and our CockyWatch
project continue into the near future. Monitoring of SW
black-cockatoos is as critical as ever with Carnaby’s facing
the removal of the biggest roost site within their range (the
Gnangara Pine Plantation) by 2023 and Baudin’s soon to be
upgraded from endangered to critically endangered under
federal legislation. The new project will also feature research
into the efficacy of lasers to deter black-cockatoos, particularly
Baudin’s, from foraging in fruit orchards in the southwest, in
efforts to reduce damage to harvests and protect cockatoos
from lethal and illegal control. There will also be native
seedling giveaways, revegetation and many more workshops
and talks as we continue to raise awareness and strive to
conserve these unique and charismatic birds. Thank you again
to all the volunteers, landowners, partner environmental
organisations and shires who worked alongside us to deliver
this project successfully, and Alcoa and the Alcoa Foundation
for their continuing support.
Merryn Pryor
WA Black-Cockatoo Coordinator

WABN Crossword No. 49				
CLUES
ACROSS
1. Area of Carnaby’s BlackCockatoo work.
5. Reserved for emergency
8. Dense trees of coastal
areas.
10. Common aspect of a
display.
11. Quality of swamphen
call.
12. Off-putting weather.
14. To emulate.
16. Often instantly
recognisable.
18. Nesting material.
20. Concerned with sun.
22. Species of penguin.
23. Organ of sight.
24. System for identifying
specimens.
26. Period of drab plumage.
27. Plant associated with
bitterns.
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3

4

5

7

DOWN
1. Prefix of a WA Wattlebird.
2. Of local occurrence only.
3. Data required on Atlas
form.
4. Innermost flight feathers.
6. To tidy feathers.
7. Access to nest hollow.
9. Brief record of fact.
13. Small feathers.
14. To determine length.
15. Properly, Magpie-lark.
17. Quavering call.
18. Source of information.
19. Abdomen.
21. To depend on.
23. To consume.
25. Reproductive method.
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16
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15
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BREEDING BY CARNABY’S IN SPRING 2021
The breeding season for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos had
an early start this year, with me being on the road early
September to go straight up to Kalbarri (with a little stop
in Moora). In Kalbarri there were a few breeding pairs with
some of them having started breeding as early as June. The
people from NACC (Northern Agricultural Catchments Council)
had found a new site near the northern edge of the breeding
range where ten hollows with confirmed breeding were found
at Murchison House Station. After this amazing start, I kept
working around Moora, partnered up with Freda, one of the
best volunteers I have the pleasure of knowing. In between
our outings in Moora, I went around Peel Harvey to monitor
sites and talk to local landholders. A few artificial hollows were
installed near Lake Clifton on private property, an initiative
that really seems to be catching on.

Although the season started early and there are nestlings out
there ready to fledge, there are also a lot of female Carnaby’s
who are still on, or have just laid, eggs. Meaning the season
is not over yet, and I have yet to make a few visits spread
across the species’ range. Luckily, I can count on the help
of our BirdLife volunteers in completing this great effort to
monitor this year’s breeding success for our beloved Carnaby’s
Black-Cockatoo.

Then it was time to make my way south to Badgebup,
where I met up with the rangers of the Badgebup Aboriginal
Corporation who are doing all sorts of environmental projects
in the area. They were working anywhere where there is the
need for revegetation, habitat restoration and other forms of
environmental management. We went out and found beautiful
hollows with breeding pairs and nestlings, which was fantastic
for the rangers who are gearing up to take over future
monitoring for the area. After saying goodbye to the rangers, I
continued my journey south to join forces with the Cocanarup
Conservation Alliance, monitoring hollows in one of the
largest breeding sites for Carnaby’s in the south-west. We split
up in teams and over four full days we covered most nests in
this beautiful timber reserve.

Dr Sam Rycken
WA Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo Coordinator

Badgebup Aboriginal Corporation rangers looking for tree
hollows. Photo by Sam Rycken
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Members' Contributions
BP’S KWINANA OSPREY NESTING PLATFORM
In June 2021, BirdLife Western Australia was
approached by Ryan Walker, an environmental
engineer at the BP site at Kwinana. An Osprey had
started building a nest near an operational jetty,
posing a risk to the bird and the safe operation of
the facility.
Following advice regarding managing the potential nest, we
provided information on Osprey nesting platforms. BP used
this advice to manufacture and install an Osprey nesting
platform near its site.
The new nesting platform was installed on 23 September
2021 and some nesting material was added to the platform to
encourage the uptake. The design obviously met the Osprey’s
approval, as 45 minutes after the installation they took
possession of the nesting site (see photo).
I take this opportunity to thank BP for the excellent work
they did on making a first-class nesting platform and the
consideration shown for the welfare of our Ospreys.

Osprey nesting platform at BP site in Kwinana. Photo by Ryan
Walker

Marcus Singor

BREEDING WATERBIRDS IN THE PINGRUP – CRANBROOK AREA
This year the heavy winter rains created an unusual event in
that most wheatbelt lakes were full and provided exceptional
breeding opportunities for birds not observed for many years.
I have been out surveying these lakes and wetlands to record
the breeding events. A canoe was needed to access some of
these wetlands.
Page 16

Lake Pingarnup
On 11 October 2021 whilst driving past Lake Pingarnup I
noticed some Gull-billed Terns at the lake. It looked like the
Gull-billed Terns were considering establishing a breeding
colony nearby. Lake Pingarnup is located along the OngerupPingrup Road on the corner of the Martens Road turn-off.
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The local farmer who has lived there his whole life has never
seen Lake Pingarnup this full.
I noticed that the Gull-billed Terns were feeding on large
tadpoles. There were 36 adult Gull-billed Terns present and
the males were feeding the females with tadpoles which,
on closer examination, were tadpoles from the Banjo Frog
Limnodynastes dorsalis. Some were flying around with
tadpoles in their beak and maybe this was part of their display
behaviour, similar to what other tern species do with small
fish? The Gull-billed Terns were observed dive bombing into
the water to catch the tadpoles with their head submerged up
to the shoulders.

Spotted Crake with beautiful emerald-green eggs, four pairs
of Spotless Crakes breeding and one Baillon’s Crake nest with
three chocolate-coloured eggs.
The Baillon’s Crake’s nest was an untidy affair made from a
collection of hay and wheat leaves creating a yellow structure
in a melaleuca shrub which made it stand out. In contrast the
other crakes had neat, structured nests. There were breeding
Hoary-headed Grebe (12 pairs), Grey Teal, Pink-eared Duck
and a Black Swan with eight cygnets.

Also present at the lake were five Freckled Ducks, Whiskered
Terns in breeding plumage and 500 Hardheads. There were
Black-tailed Native-hens breeding at the lake.

There were Black-tailed Native-hens building nests near the
edge of the lake and 16-20 pairs had collected their nesting
material from the adjacent wheat field and their nests were
constructed of fresh green wheat stalks and lined with wheat
leaves. The impression I had was that the Black-tailed Nativehens had recently arrived at the lake.

I returned to Lake Pingarnup Lake on 14 October and observed
some White-necked Herons in full breeding plumage.

There were five pairs of Red-kneed Dotterels exploring nesting
sites but the water levels were still too high for them.

At a nearby lake at Badgers Road, there were around 1000
Banded Stilts on 11 October 2021.

A Peregrine Falcon and Swamp Harrier were patrolling the
wetland.

Packard Road Lake (NE of Lake Ewlyamartup)

There were a number of Grey Teal with broken wings and from
observations I made these look like the victims of high speed
swoops by Peregrine Falcons whereby the impact had broken
their wing but somehow they managed to escape, be it with
injuries.

On 13 October 2021 I explored the Packard Road Lake (northeast of Lake Ewlyamartup, at 33°40’43” S, 117°46’51” E),
north of the Katanning-Nyabing Road (Elson 2018). The lake is
approximately 25 hectares in size and supports healthy stands
of flooded paper barks and dense populations of flooded
sheoak trees.
There were two pairs of breeding White-necked Herons at the
lake and they had built their nests in dead paperbark trees.
The nests were very untidy and of a flimsy structure.
Hoary-headed Grebes were breeding, as were Eurasian Coots
of which I counted around 30 nests with clutches of 4-12 eggs.
While I was there, four Gull-billed Terns passed through.
There was one pair of Silver Gulls with a nest with two recently
hatched chicks.
Badgers Road swamp (Kent)
On 14 October 2021 I ventured into two small wetlands at the
corner of Badgers Road and Cowcher Road about 30 km SE of
Pingrup.
This was an amazing site and seemed to have birds breeding
in every bush. The water level at the two swamp areas was
knee deep and contained low shrubs.
I have noticed that when there is a shortage of suitable
breeding sites for Pink-eared Ducks they will breed in old
White-browed Babbler nests. Grey Teal and Pink-eared Duck
were also noted to build their nest on top of old Common
Bronzewing and Crested Pigeon nests. These were situated in
Saltwater Paperbark trees Melaleuca cuticularis. Pink-eared
Duck nests are identifiable as they are lined with zebra striped
down.
I located a colony of three species of crakes at this swamp,
all clustered together. There were 18 nests of Australian

Foxes and cats were present in large numbers, based on the
number of tracks seen around the outside of the swamp.
Cranbrook area
On 15 October 2021 I visited an area along Brickhouse
Road. This is normally dry but the road and adjacent field
had all been flooded over a distance of about 500 m and 200
m in width with a depth of two feet. The wheat and canola
paddocks were inundated and had 600 Pied Stilts feeding, 40
Banded Stilts, 76 Whiskered Terns with five juvenile birds (still
begging) and around 500 Grey Teal. The Whiskered Terns were
feeding on insects in the canola fields.
At nearby Hamilla Road I had breeding White-necked Heron on
two separate small ephemeral wetlands. They were nesting in
Yate trees, one pair at each site.
I checked another wetland near Cranbrook and along the
Stirling Access Road. Here I found 18 pairs of Red-necked
Avocet breeding, some already with chicks. One nest had eight
eggs and this must have been the clutch of two pairs. There
were 35 breeding pairs of Pied Stilt and six Red-kneed Dotterel
pairs.
Acknowledgement
I wish to thank Jenny Burgess for all her support whilst
conducting my bird surveys.
Reference
Elson, S. (2018). Waterbird observations at Wheatbelt Lakes.
Western Australian Bird Notes 166, 4-5.
Steve Elson

BIRD SURVEYS FOR THE 2021 WALPOLE WILDERNESS BIOBLITZ
Introduction
The Walpole Nornalup National Parks Association Inc. (WANNPA) arranged the inaugural bioblitz for an area of forest located
30 km north from the town of Walpole. The purpose of the bioblitz was to engage community interest through a biological
survey in an area that is not well known. The area of interest includes peat swamps and granite outcrops within a forested
environment.
The bioblitz was held over two days (2-3rd October). It was attended by approximately 150 people. The survey was centred on
the intersection of Thompson Road and Mitchell Road on the first day, and the intersection with Weld Road on the second day.
BirdLife WA (BWA) was asked to undertake bird surveys relevant to the study area and engage community interest in birds
during the bioblitz. In the recreation centre hall on the night prior to the bioblitz, BWA provided a presentation of birds that
might be expected in the area.
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Total species count and previous survey information
The total count relevant to the survey area during
the period of the bioblitz was 35 species. The list of
species can be found at: https://birdata.birdlife.org.au/
survey?id=5546731&h=8c0cea5b.

survey team on 4th August 2021 at 1015 hrs recorded eight
species. These can be found at: https://birdata.birdlife.org.au/
survey?id=5341662&h=9843ff63
Mitchell Road Transect

Pine Circuit

The BWA team plus 13 community members undertook a
two hour walking survey for 2 km and return along Mitchell
Road starting at the road gate near the bioblitz Base Camp
on Saturday 2nd October, commencing at 1330 hrs. Sixteen
species were recorded for the return transect survey.
These can be found at: https://birdata.birdlife.org.au/
survey?id=5546943&h=4163594a.

The BWA team plus two community members undertook a
survey commencing at 0920 hrs on Saturday 2nd October.
The survey started from the Mitchell Road Base Camp,
circumnavigating the pine plantation clockwise. With
wind and occasional showers, bird activity was subdued.
A total of 11 species were recorded in the 90-minute.
These can be found at: https://birdata.birdlife.org.au/
survey?id=5546924&h=12e3a866.

The frequency of observation was recorded for all species
during the return survey (i.e. 2 km over a 1 hour period).
The most frequently recorded bird was the Grey Fantail (11
observations), New Holland Honeyeater (4), Golden Whistler
(3), Western Spinebill (2) and White-browed Scrubwren (2). A
group of six Baudin’s Black-Cockatoos were recorded.
An active tiger snake was observed on the road during the
return walk.

Peat Swamp

The same Mitchell Road transect was surveyed by one of the
survey team on 4th August 2021 commencing at 1100 hrs.
Nineteen species were recorded during the one hour survey
period. These can be found at: https://birdata.birdlife.org.
au/survey?id=5341663&h=7524a3c8. Bird species were
similar during both survey periods and were consistent with
expectations for the area.

A search of Birdata records for the North Walpole area,
considered relevant to the bioblitz area, revealed a list of
almost 100 species. Approximately one third of these potential
species in the bioblitz area were detected in the two-day
period.

An area of peat swamp is fenced to exclude feral pigs and
other grazing animals. The BWA team plus one community
member undertook a survey of the swamp on Saturday 2nd
October starting at 1100 hrs. The team divided into two, with
both groups surveying in contrary circuits for 60 minutes.
Ten species were recorded, although these were associated
with adjacent forest. These can be found at: https://birdata.
birdlife.org.au/survey?id=5546934&h=2ac9ad30.
No birds were recorded in the swamp during this survey
period. This could be in part due to a relatively high level of
human disturbance by others undertaking biological surveys
just prior to the bird survey. The survey team considered all of
the species that might be expected to utilise the peat swamp,
although were not recorded there on this first survey. These
were Inland Thornbill, Western Spinebill, Grey Fantail, Whitebrowed Scrubwren, Southern Emu-wren, Tawny-crowned
Honeyeater, New Holland Honeyeater, Brown Honeyeater, Red
Wattlebird and Western Wattlebird. It was thought that the
availability of flowering plants in the swamp would influence
bird utilisation of the peat swamp.
A repeat survey by three survey team members for 60
minutes at 1000 hrs on Sunday 3rd October resulted in
New Holland Honeyeater (2), Grey Fantail (1) and Tree
Martin (27) recorded at the site on the basis that they
were considered to be utilising the peat swamp habitat.
A previous survey of the same peat swamp by one of the

Weld Road Transect
Three of the BWA team undertook a walking survey for 1
km and return along Weld Road starting at the first water
course (near an excavated pondage) on Sunday 3rd October
between 0945 and 1115 hrs. Weld Road is orientated west
from Thompson Road. The forest to the north was burnt
approximately two years ago. The forest to the south was
burnt approximately 16 years ago and is due to be burnt in
the coming year.
Thirteen species were recorded during the return transect
survey. These can be found at: https://birdata.birdlife.org.au/
survey?id=5546951&h=85758e4f.
The frequency of observation was recorded for all species
during the return survey (i.e. 2 km over a one hour period).
The most frequently recorded were the Grey Fantail (11
observations), Western Gerygone (5), Grey Shrike-thrush (3),
Western Spinebill (3) and Golden Whistler (2).
Of interest was that Inland Thornbills were accurately
mimicking Silvereyes and Fan-tailed Cuckoos in the area.
North of Weld Road
Two of the BWA survey team undertook a 20 minute, 2
ha survey in recently burnt (within two years) forest and
recorded low numbers for each of five species. The record
of this survey can be found at: https://birdata.birdlife.org.
au/survey?id=5547023&h=7e6f0afc. Another two of the
BWA survey team also undertook a 20 minute, 2 ha survey
near this location, recording six species and 13 individuals.
The record of this survey can be found at: https://ebird.org/
checklist/S95517928.
South of Weld Road
In long unburnt (16 years) forest two of the BWA survey team
recorded one individual each of three species. The record of
this survey can be found at: https://birdata.birdlife.org.au/
survey?id=5547022&h=860631e1.

Walpole Bioblitz team. Photo by Viv Read.
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Another two of the BWA survey team also undertook a 20
minute, 2 ha survey near this location, recording similar
low species richness and abundance (four species and six
individuals). The record of this survey can be found at:
https://ebird.org/checklist/S95517901.
The four surveys in the two different forest environments have
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resulted in relatively low species richness and abundance
for both. The differences between the surveys are likely to
reflect micro-habitat differences. More extensive survey effort
is required to identify differences that might be due to fire
history.

indicative only. The BWA survey team consider that at least
two species previously recorded in Birdata are not expected in
the area (Barking Owl and Brown-headed Honeyeater). There
are nine species with just a single recording shown. Some of
these could be errors in identification.

Granite Peak

Acknowledgements

One of the BWA survey team undertook opportunistic
observations of birds while on top of Granite Peak during
the morning of 2nd October. Only Western Spinebill, Rufous
Whistler and Tree Martin were recorded. It is expected that
few if any birds would consider these rock outcrops as primary
habitat but instead, the outcrops would be a location for
occasional foraging. It is expected that small raptors, including
the Peregrine Falcon, would roam between neighbouring
outcrops.

BWA appreciates the opportunity to have participated in the
inaugural Walpole Wilderness Bioblitz and recognises the
achievement of the organisers in initiating and arranging the
event.

General comments
Records of birds from the bioblitz provide an indication of the
avifauna of the forests, granite outcrops and peat swamps of
the Walpole Wilderness relevant to the one selected location.
The surveys were not intended to provide representative
information for the broader landscapes of this wilderness area.
A more structured approach to bird surveys would be required
for full representation.
This set of surveys, combined with previous survey
information derived from Birdata, does indicate the species
richness of the broader area.
It is understood that systematic bird surveys have been
undertaken some 15 years previously by the (former)
Department of Environment and Conservation (DEC) in the
Walpole Wilderness areas. However, that information is not
represented in this report as it was not available at the time of
the bioblitz. If available, this information would have potential
to provide a benchmark database to monitor regional bird
population trends and changes in bird community structure in
response to differing management regimes.
Two species that were not recorded during the bioblitz and
were recorded only infrequently in other surveys are Crested
Shrike-tit and Southern Emu-wren. It would be useful to have
better information about the occurrence of these two species
within the Walpole Wilderness area.

Those who led the bird surveys were Nathan Beerkens, Louise
Carbone, Rose Ferrell, Brendan Kinsella, Alfred and Hidi
Lau, Greg and Annie Neill (visiting from BirdLife Southern
Queensland), Viv Read and Peter Taylor.
Viv Read

TRAGEDY STRIKES AT CHEYNES BEACH
The much-loved Osprey pair at Cheynes Beach is no more.
Raeline Smith, who has been monitoring the pair over a
lengthy period of time, knew something was amiss when the
birds did not return to their tree from their usual morning
bathing session on the 15th of October. When the local nature
photographer set off to investigate, she discovered the female
Osprey dead on the beach with her mate close by, guarding
her body. For over half an hour the male was observed in this
position, perhaps mourning the death of its mate or perhaps
just in a state of confusion. It appeared to defend the body
from other birds venturing too close.
Does the Osprey actually feel the same great sadness the
image evokes in us? We don't know. Birds have a similar
brain structure as humans, so they are likely to also possess
the capacity to grieve. The cause of the Osprey's death is not
known; there were no signs of injury immediately apparent.
The resident White-bellied Sea-Eagle which had been
previously observed attacking the ospreys would certainly
have been capable of attacking the female and striking a
deadly blow.
Raeline Smith & Anne Bondin

Little is known of use of forest resources by the blackcockatoo species in the Walpole Wilderness region. Both the
Baudin’s and the Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos were recorded
during the bioblitz surveys. It would be of significant interest
to develop a better understanding of their foraging, roosting
and nesting within this area. Identifying roost trees to
include in BirdLife’s Great Cocky Count would provide some
information about their regional resource use and behaviour.
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo is less likely to occur in this area.
Previous bird species information for the area derived from
Birdata is considered relatively reliable for the more frequently
recorded species. Grey Fantail was most common, as occurred
in the bioblitz surveys. However, there are some frequently
recorded species that were not observed during the bioblitz
(e.g. Western Rosella). This indicates that undertaking
surveys in a specific location may not record, or otherwise,
may under-estimate common species that are mobile in
relation to resource availability.
Significantly, the Laughing Kookaburra is frequently recorded.
It was originally introduced but is now naturalised. A better
understanding of the impact of this predatory bird in the
Walpole Wilderness area would be of interest. Their impact
on common birds may not be significant but their potential
impact on less common birds may well be important for the
area.

Osprey at Cheynes Beach. Photo by Raeline Smith

The records of less frequently observed species in Birdata are
considered to be less reliable and should be considered as
Page 20

Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 180 December 2021

Members' Contributions, ctd
LITTLE BLACK CORMORANTS AT STINGRAY
POINT
A large Moreton Bay Fig tree grows on Stingray Point in
Mandurah. Over the winter months the tree contains a small
colony of Little Black Cormorants estimated at 40 pairs.
Cormorants have been breeding in this tree for at least 30
years.
This year, most Little Black Cormorants in the colony had
young in the nest by early July. The colony was ravaged by
the strong winter storms of 2021 which dislodged many young
cormorants that fell to the ground. The first report of a young
Little Black Cormorant was on 3 July by a member of the
public who had spotted it wandering around near the Moreton
Bay fig tree. After that, volunteers from West Australian
Seabird Rescue checked the site on average three times a day
until the 10th of August. During that time there were over 50
deceased chicks ranging from recently hatched to fledgling.
There were at least ten birds found deceased in one day. Most
of the deaths were suspected to be due to the impact from
falling against branches on the way down. If they did not die
straight away, they were predated on by Australian Ravens
and Silver Gulls and the cold, harsh weather took their toll on
them too.
There were a few reports of live juveniles wandering around,
which were taken into care. Some did not make it, but others
recovered and were released near the site.
This information was relayed to me by Fiona O’Sullivan,
President of West Australian Seabird Rescue.
Linda Giblett

THE REWARDS OF PATIENCE
The sun was just peeking above the horizon as we settled
in with our camping chairs, breakfast and morning tea, on
the bank of a small billabong opposite Singh’s Garden a few
kilometres south of Wyndham. We had been told about this
spot by one of the locals. So we patiently waited and watched
over the next four hours as wave after wave of finches,
including many Gouldian Finches, came down to drink. The
total list for that time (37 species) included eight species of
finch (Gouldian, Star, Long-tailed, Zebra, Masked, Crimson
and Double-barred Finches and Chestnut-breasted Mannikins),
a large family of
Brown Quail and
several families
of Brolgas flying
over with their loud
raucous honking
calls. It was well
worth the wait,
with many great
photographs.
This was just one of
our many sessions
of quiet, patient
bird watching we
Chestnut Rail. Photo by Andrew Hobbs
had on our recent
trip north to the
Kimberley. We had attended the Kununurra campout run
by Sue Abbotts but ended up staying in the Kununurra and
Wyndham area for over two months, long after the campout
had finished. As a result, we came to know many of the best
areas for seeing birds, and had the opportunity to visit many
of them several times. While we did our share of bird walks,
we found that in many cases just sitting quietly and patiently
at a water feature was well rewarded with good sightings.
Apart from the many sightings of Gouldian Finches and other
interesting birds, we also had a few unexpected ones. We had
visited the Butterfly Cave reserve north of Kununurra several
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 180 December 2021

times for a walk followed
by morning tea. On one
occasion after a good walk
to the cave and back, we
decided to sit and watch
the finches coming in to
a puddle on the vehicle
track. It was fed by a
trickle of water from a
tiny stream. We were
watching several DoubleGouldian Finches. Photo by Andrew
barred Finches bathing in
Hobbs
the puddle when to our
surprise a Buff-banded Rail suddenly popped out of the dense
vegetation. This was the first sighting we had had of this
species on this trip. We were then even more surprised when
almost immediately it was followed by a Brown Quail. The two
birds circled each other several times eyeing each other off,
until they lost interest and wandered back into the bush.
Then again things didn’t always go as planned. On another
occasion we had been sitting for almost three hours in the
full morning sun on the roadside next to an irrigation channel
waiting for further sightings of the Yellow-rumped Mannikins.
We had seen some there during the campout, and on several
other occasions since. Unfortunately, while the small tree
growing in the ditch was almost leafless, the mannikins
always seemed to land behind branches, spoiling the photo,
before quickly diving down into the thick undergrowth. I
wanted a better photo, so we had tried several times. This
time we had seen several mannikins fly in an hour before,
but as previously, they quickly flew down into the thick grass
and undergrowth to get to the water. We had morning tea
while we quietly waited but they never reappeared and it was
now getting very hot, so we decided to quit and return to
camp. But before leaving I went to have one final look at the
back of the bush. Mindful of snakes in the dense tall grass, I
slowly moved around. Was I surprised to find several of the
mannikins, still there in the dense undergrowth, having a bath
and preening themselves. I even managed to get a photo of
two cuddled up together perched on a branch. They had been
there all that time as we waited.
On another occasion we had been told about a Chestnut Rail, a
would be ‘lifer’ for us. Apparently, it could often be seen from
the public jetty at Wyndham Port. It was usually glimpsed
briefly as it emerged on to the newly exposed mud flats
extending out from the mangroves, as the tide receded. On
this occasion we arrived far too early since the tide was still
very high. We sat quietly in the shade of the mangroves trying
to photograph a Mangrove Gerygone while waiting for the tide
to fall. When we judged the tide had receded far enough, we
walked around to the jetty, only to realize some mud flats
were already well exposed and the rail had been seen and
had disappeared again. Vowing to be more careful next time,
we returned to our chairs to eat our lunch in the shade. We
were in the middle of eating our sandwiches when Jill called
excitedly “There’s one”. Indeed, a Chestnut Rail strolled past
us across the mud in amongst the mangroves. I quickly
grabbed my camera and obtained some good photos of this
difficult to see species before it wandered off out of sight.
Andrew Hobbs

NEIL HAWKINS PARK, JOONDALUP
I lay on the grass with a 500 mm lens on my Pentax as male
and female Australian Wood Ducks with six ducklings picnicked
on the grass. They kept moving towards me until they were
too close to focus!
Gary Tate
Australian Wood Duck chick. Photo
by Gary Tate
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YALGOO, AN INLAND HOTSPOT
I had four weeks long service leave due and what a better
way to use it but to explore some inland areas. I decided to
head for the massive salt lake complex east of Yalgoo. This
lake system, with scattered samphire bushes, forms part of
an extensive inland drainage system. It is located south of
the Geraldton to Mt Magnet Road and is best accessed via the
Yalgoo - Ninghan Road in the vicinity of 28° 22’ 17” S, 116°
41’ 41” E.
The lakes were flooded due to the high winter rainfall and
aided by the inflow from the heavy rain that cyclone Seroja
brought to the region earlier in April 2021. Cyclone Seroja
made landfall at Kalbarri and continued inland in a south
eastly direction, bringing heavy rain. It was a rare event where
a cyclone extended this far south.
I arrived at this location on Tuesday 5 October and was
impressed with the amount of breeding activity taking
place; it was a real birding hot spot. The depth of water was
around 1.1 metres.

water, these provide extra protection from predators.
Gull-billed Terns ssp. macrotarsa were present and these were
observed raiding Black-winged Stilt nests and one bird took
an egg over to the other side of the lake. I suspected that
they were breeding somewhere around the massive flooded
salt lake and decided to stay at this location for a few days
to get a better overview of what was taking place. There was
a colony of breeding Black-winged Stilt estimated between
80-100 pairs, ranging from nests under construction to nests
supporting clutches of 3-4 eggs. All nests were located in
partially flooded samphire.
Wednesday 6 October 2021 and another day out surveying
the lake. I found another lake that runs adjacent to the road.
This one was on the other side. There were large numbers
of Red-kneed Dotterels breeding in loose colonies with all
nests located at the base of the samphire. Many flooded nests
had been abandoned with eggs found scattered under the

A number of shorebirds had arrived and Sharp-tailed
Sandpiper and Wood Sandpiper were sighted as was a single
Long-toed Stint. A quick survey resulted in the finding of six
nests of Australian Spotted Crakes. Black-tailed Native-hens
were congregating in their hundreds and feeding en masse.
They were difficult to approach and very skittish.
There was a moderate number of Whiskered Terns breeding
on top of the samphire bushes. These nests were poorly
constructed. I counted 76 breeding pairs spread over four
different locations. Out of the 76 nests, twelve contained
eggs. I identified three distinct colouring patterns on
the Whiskered Tern eggs. One was blue green eggs heavily
blotched with various shades of brown to almost black; the
second a dark olive green colour, heavily blotched with dark
brown to almost black spots and blotches, and the third
variation was almost identical to Hooded Plover eggs which
includes a cream to sandy cream colour egg heavily blotched
with smaller brown to blackish brown spots across the entire
surface of the egg.
Some Whiskered Terns had built their nest on top of an old
Black Swan or Hoary-headed Grebe nest. The Whiskered Terns
were busy collecting dry plant material for their nests from the
lake shoreline.
It looked like the Whiskered Terns were engaged in a second
breeding event as there were many older nests located high in
the samphire, when water levels were more elevated. All the
new nests of the Whiskered Terns were at the current water
levels and some close to old nests. There were young from a
previous brood present.
Scattered among the Whiskered Tern colony were 24 active
nests from Hoary-headed Grebes containing between 2-4
eggs.
There were eight Black Swan nests visible and out of these
seven pairs had been successful as they were swimming
around with 1-2 cygnets. One Black Swan nest was closer
to shore, near the peninsula, and had five broken eggs and
I suspect wild dogs had possibly raided this nest. In total 46
adult Black Swans were counted though none were seen on
the other wetlands.

Fig 1. Flooded Yalgoo Salt Lake showing stands of Tangled Lignum
where Freckled Duck nested. Photo by Steve Elson

samphire. Numerous new nests were located as scrapes in the
damp earth and unlined, while other nests were supporting full
clutches of four eggs. I estimated that the were approximately
45 breeding pairs of Red-kneed Dotterel.
There were at least eight breeding pairs of Little Grassbird
which ranged from nests with full egg clutches to nests where
the juveniles were about to leave the nest.
I managed to locate the site where the Gull-billed Tern colony
was, although I think I got there too early in the season as
they had only just started establishing their colony. There
were six nests that looked to be under construction. The
birds swooped me and I counted 26 adults and noted some
courtship behaviour. When a Whistling Kite flew overhead the
entire colony took flight with several Gull-billed Terns dive
bombing the Whistling Kite. Several males were observed
mating at the colony and some Gull-billed Terns displayed
by raising their wings with excitement with short bursts of
yelping.
The nests were on an elevated peninsula surrounded by
flooded samphire. At the same location as the Gull-billed Terns
were eight Grey Teal nests with eggs located under samphire
bushes.

The nest of a Freckled Duck was seen with four eggs. I had
not expected to see them here. There were two other pairs
of Freckled Duck in the process of making nests. The nests
were located in Tangled Lignum, Duma florulenta shrubs, free
standing in the water with no apparent foliage (Figure 1).

I checked the culverts and pipes that were running under
the road. These pipes were only 400 mm in diameter and
contained Fairy Martin nests. Yellow-spotted Monitors, Varanus
panoptes were observed accessing the pipes and destroying
the Fairy Martin nests in order to get to the contents. It
looked like this was a regular food source for the local monitor
population and the small diameter of the pipes made access
easy.

Each of these Tangled Lignum shrubs also contained an active
Zebra Finch nest and these shrubs were also selected by the
Little Grassbirds as their nesting sites, as noted while I was
wading through the water (see Figure 1). Situated out in the

I suspect that once the summer heat starts the salt lakes will
start to dry out and return to their desolate state, that is till
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There was a concern about local predation by wild dogs as I
observed footprints all around the lake.
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the next rain event brings everything back to life.
I feel privileged to have experienced this rare breeding event.
Acknowledgement
I wish to thank Jenny Burgess for all her support whilst
conducting my bird surveys.

MORE BIRD ART

Steve Elson

These striking images are from the side of a shop on the
corner of Newcastle St, Northbridge, between William St and
Torre Lane.
The mural is unsigned, and depicts oversized Baudin’s and
Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos.
Ian Abbott

There was a chick in the nest in October/November 2017. One
juvenile was reported in December 2018 and January 2020.
There was one juvenile in the nest on 17 November 2020. One
young was raised at this site over each of four consecutive
seasons. An Osprey was observed sitting on the nest on 22
August and one chick, which looked a few weeks old, was
sighted on 20 October 2021.

Cape Naturaliste to Cape Leeuwin Region
Margaret River
There was an Osprey nest in the top of a eucalypt tree along
Margaret River near the Margaret River Rowing Club. This nest
blew down during strong winds in early 2019.
Margaret River, Wallcliffe (private property)
The buildings at Wallcliffe House were destroyed by fire in
2011 and a pair of Osprey made their nest in the ruins of the
chimney in the winter of 2018.
On 2 August 2019, two Ospreys were at the nest on one
of the turrets of Wallcliffe House, but breeding was not
successful that year.
On 30 December 2020 the nest at contained one juvenile.
A new Osprey nesting platform was installed at Wallcliffe in
2021 and the existing nest was successfully relocated on 14
September 2021. Ospreys have settled in at their new location
close to the Margaret River.

Bird Art seen in Northbridge. Photo by Ian Abbot

INVENTORY OF OSPREY NESTS FROM
BUSSELTON TO AUGUSTA, SOUTH-WESTERN
AUSTRALIA
This article provides a listing of known Osprey nesting
sites along the south-western Australian coastline between
Busselton and Augusta. Information is provided for each,
such as location (Figure 1), age of site and success in raising
young. This article draws heavily on notes published in the
Cape to Cape Bird Group Newsletter (Wilder 2019, 2010,
2021). The information is intended as a reference source for
further research. It provides a baseline to monitor the possible
expansion or contraction of the Osprey’s breeding range.
There are likely to be additional sites for this region as yet
undocumented.

Busselton Region
Quindalup
There is an Osprey nest in a Norfolk Island Pine tree in
McDermott Street, Quindalup (Singor 2019). The nest has
been present since at least December 2018 and remains in
good shape. An Osprey was seen on the nest in March 2020,
and a pair were seen on the nest on 24 September 2021.
Siesta Park
Osprey have been reported nesting at this site as far back as
August 2008. The nest is located in the top of a Norfolk Pine
tree at Siesta Park, Mitchell Street, Marybrook (Singor 2019).
Ospreys were present at the nest on 20 August 2014 and
in late December 2018. This nest was in good condition but
not active in 2019. One Osprey was sighted on the nest on
12 March 2020. Not present on 24 September 2021 when
checked.
Meelup
Meelup is to the west of Dunsborough. There is an Osprey
nest in a large dead tree at the upper car park at Meelup
Beach. The Meelup Ospreys have shown their resilience as
they have twice lost their nest at this location and each time
have rebuilt the nest. The first nest was destroyed during a
winter storm on 24/25 May 2018 (Singor 2019). The second
time was in January 2020 when the nest fell down. Afterwards
a small artificial nest was installed in the tree and the
Ospreys proceeded to build their new nest on top. Mating was
observed on 28 July 2019.
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 180 December 2021

Cape Mentelle
Cape Mentelle is north of the mouth of the Margaret River.
This site is also known as the Kilcarnup site. This Osprey nest
site is of historical importance as this location has been used
for at least 130 years (Campbell 1901). There was a fledgling
in the nest in November 2015 and Ospreys were present
at this location at the end of August 2016. Osprey were
observed at the old nest in early November 2018 by Peter
St. Clair-Baker and at the end of December 2018 (Singor
2019). The large, old nest on the headland near the Cape to
Cape track was
abandoned and
was overgrown
with Pigface
(Carpobrotus
glaucescens).
The Ospreys
relocated nearby
to a new site on
a limestone cliff
ledge in 2020.
One juvenile
was present
in the nest on
25 November
2020. There is
another Osprey
nest on a
small off-shore
limestone stack.
An Osprey was
seen standing
on this nest
in September
2020.
The increased
levels of
disturbance
this site is
experiencing put
it at risk.
Fig 1: Osprey nesting sites along the South-Western Australian
coastline between Busselton and Augusta, October 2021
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Hamelin Bay
Ian Abbott spent six days in January-February 1977 camped
on Hamelin Island, and did not see an Osprey or find a nest.
Therefore, he concluded that nesting commenced sometime
after that date (Abbott 1978, 2017). The nest is located
on the north-western tip of the island. On 10 December
2016 one Osprey was sitting and another was near the nest
(Singor 2017), and two Ospreys were sighted at the nest on 8
December 2019.
One juvenile was sighted in the nest on 21 November 2020.
There were two unhatched eggs in the nest, one of which was
completely white. There has been an Osprey nest on a rock
near Hamelin Island (an off-shore limestone island) since at
least 1991 (Storr 1991).
Molloy Island (private property)
Records for this site go back to 2015. There is a photo from
Molloy Island of an Osprey with a fish and stick in the same
claw from that period.
Ospreys have a nest in the mobile phone transmission tower
on the island (Singor 2019). The height prevents one seeing
much activity though chicks were reported in November
2018. Osprey were present in November and December 2018.
Dean McFaull reported that they were there in 2017 too. One
juvenile was reported on 9 January 2021.
Augusta (Ridge)
There was an Osprey nest in the top of a high and exposed
Telstra tower on the ridge near the Augusta airport. This
nest was vulnerable to the elements and when checked you
could see through the base of the nest. The nest was gone by
December 2020.
Augusta roost
During 2020 and 2021 an Osprey roost was monitored at
Turner Caravan Park, Augusta. Ospreys roosted at this location
after the breeding season and were present from January to
April. Their roost was in the same tall Karri tree (Eucalyptus
diversicolor) over both years. The number of fish remains (fish
tails) under the tree indicates they were also using this spot
to consume fish. The Karri tree was located on the southern
boundary of the caravan park and the Ospreys tolerated the
disruption caused by people residing in park. The number of
Ospreys present at the roost varied from one to four birds and
at times included juvenile birds, presumably from that year’s
breeding season (Wilder 2020, 2021).
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LONGEVITY RECORD FOR LONG-BILLED
CORELLA
Gary Tate sighted and photographed a banded Long-billed
Corella at Lake Goollelal, opposite 22 Bindaree Tce, on the
11th of October.
He reported this sighting to Mark Blythman to be recorded
with the Australian Bird and Bat Banding Scheme (ABBBS).
At 9 years 1 month and 18 days since banding, it is the
oldest ELB (Eastern Long-billed Corella) on record with the
ABBBS. This bird was banded and tagged at Woodvale in 2012
(Blythman and Porter 2020).
Each record of a tagged ELB from now on will be the oldest, so
keep them coming!
See https://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/biodiversity/
abbbs/abbbs-search.pl?taxon_id=767 for previous banding
details.

One of the challenges Osprey face is that their breeding
season coincides with those of Australian Raven and Australian
Magpie that are their main tormentors, and these species
are more defensive during the breeding season. In addition,
Australian Raven like to nest in Norfolk Pine trees, as do
Osprey.
Historical
When A.J. Campbell was on the Blackwood River, near Cape
Leeuwin, in 1889, he learnt from the Misses Lewis that they
robbed an Osprey’s nest three times in one season. Each time
three eggs formed the clutch. Once the birds built their nest
on snags in the river, then removed to a tea tree (Melaleuca)
on the bank (Campbell 1901).
There used to be an Osprey nest on a rock in the mouth of the
Blackwood River (Storr 1991).
Acknowledgements
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Long-billed Corella, tagged 3W. Photo by Gary Tate
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Members' Contributions, ctd
ANNETTE PARK
Annette stood down, after eight years, from her position as
BWA Office Manager at the end of October. BWA previously
had volunteer Office Managers, but Annette was the first
in the paid position. It was unclear exactly what could be
achieved, but initially in conjunction with Sue Mather as Chair,
and then with subsequent Executive Committees, Annette
ensured that the role evolved to best suit our organisation.
She transformed the management of the BWA office so that
project staff, volunteers and members were quickly and
efficiently catered for.
Annette ensured that the project staff had what they needed
from the office to facilitate their tasks. She liaised with Erica
Brock to ensure that the accounts were paid, and that the
money was banked. She organised and trained the desk
volunteers, making sure that we always had enough people
for this task.
Some changes went so smoothly they didn't seem like much,
but changes such as the introduction of the EFTPOS machine,
and the connection to NBN ensured that the office improved.
Certainly the use of the limited office space improved with her

re-organisation.
Annette took over the responsibility for compiling the EC
agenda each month, and for ensuring that the server was
backed up. Annette took over responsibility from national
office for the BWA eNews, and WA updates to the national
membership database. These are just a few of the tasks that
Annette has undertaken. But most importantly she was always
willing and happy to help with whatever was asked. She will
be much missed.
Catherine Shaw has been appointed to the role to take over
from Annette. Catherine comes from outside our organisation,
but Annette has made the changeover easier by documenting
all the tasks that she does.
We are sure that everyone will welcome Catherine, and assist
her to become familiar with the phenomenal number of
activities that our organisation undertakes.
We all wish Annette well and we hope that we continue to
see her around organisation, but Annette has made the
changeover easier by documenting all the tasks that she does.

Notices
What’s new in AFO and Emu?

Of particular interest to Western Australians, Peter Curry and colleagues have been following up on Night Parrot
records from south west of Newman, and describe their findings in Australian Field Ornithology, adding to our
knowledge of this enigmatic and intriguing species. And from down south, Shapelle McNee and friends summarise
almost two decades of post-fire surveys of the Western Bristlebird in Fitzgerald River National Park, revealing its
preference for very long unburnt vegetation in this area.
Recent articles in Emu – Austral Ornithology cover varied topics including the use by birds of artificial waterpoints in
the desert, identification of breeding grounds and annual routines of the newly discovered bohaii subspecies of Blacktailed Godwits, and impacts of unpredictable weather on black-cockatoos.
You can access AFO (free to members) at:
https://birdlife.org.au/education-publications/publications/australian-field-ornithology/
and Emu at:
https://birdlife.org.au/education-publications/publications/emu-austral-ornithology/
You will need to login with your user name and password, as Emu is only available freely to BirdLife Australia
members.

ACCESSING BACK ISSUES OF WABN
BirdLife WA has provided all the back issues on the web at
http://www.birdswa.com.au/WABN/?C=N;O=D
•

Go to the BirdLife website

•

then into the section for BirdLife WA

•

and then into ‘publications’ which is publicly accessible

Thanks to Margaret Philippson, who put an amazing amount of effort into this,
the files are searchable. Searches in older issues are not always 100% exact,
because while they have been scanned from the originals, the typeface in
those early days was not always clear, so some errors will occur.
Bruce Buchanan, a previous editor of WABN, went to extraordinary lengths
to write an index for the first 50 issues and this covers the most problematic
issues, so it is best to use his index for older issues. This is available in the
BirdLife WA Library.

New WA Office Administration
Manager
After almost eight years in the role, Annette
Park stepped down as the BirdLife WA
Office Manager on Thursday 28 October.
Please welcome our new manager Christine
Shaw.
Christine has an extensive office
administration background and is looking
forward to learning all about BirdLife WA
and our WA birds.

Scans on newer issues will be highly reliable and, of course, searches on the
most recent issues will be exact.
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 180 December 2021
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SPECIAL OFFERS
FOR MEMBERS
MENTION 'BIRDLIFE' WHEN YOU ORDER
10% off all bags, and tripods
Bonus lens cloth with any lens or binoculars
10% off all rental equipment

Store Locations
230 Stirling St, Perth. T (08) 9328 4405
324 Murray St, Perth. T (08) 9225 5966
Shop online at www.cameraelectronic.com.au

Get in Touch
Enquiries 08 9428 7200 or
sales@cameraelectronic.com.au

Observations
This list has been compiled by the WA Records Officer with input from the WA Records Committee. Metropolitan suburbs or
shires are in parentheses. Please report interesting observations the WA Records Officer, John Graff (wasightings@birdlife.org.
au) or to the BirdLife WA office (9383 7749). Sightings are included on the BirdLife WA sightings page (http://birdswa.com.au/
sightings.htm) as soon as possible, and the most interesting are selected for inclusion in the next WABN.
Includes records received up to and including 1st October.
Highlights
The most notable observation for the quarter was the re-identification of the previously reported Western Whistler in the
Pilbara as a Golden Whistler from eastern Australia, a first record of this taxon for Western Australia. BirdLife Australia
currently considers the Western Whistler a subspecies of Golden, but the two are considered distinct species by several other
international taxonomies.
Southern seabirds provided many of the other highlights for the quarter. A prion found alive but unwell in Perth unfortunately
died in care and was lodged with the WA Museum, where it was tentatively identified as a MacGillivray’s Prion. This would
be a first record for this species for Australia, if confirmed, although a specimen already in the museum collection reportedly
matches the measurements for this taxon. It was a relatively good year for prions off the south-west compared to recent times,
with several seawatched (though not identified to species) and an Antarctic Prion and at least two other unidentified prions
seen at sea on a pelagic off Augusta. The Augusta pelagic was highlighted by a Northern Royal Albatross, a first for singleday pelagics off WA, and one of only a few records for WA waters. Seawatching also produced a Blue Petrel and a Grey Petrel,
amongst more regular scarcities like White-headed Petrel and Sooty Shearwater.
Strong winds also precipitated a small influx of Arctic Terns into the Perth area in late July, with records from at least four sites
including at least three at Ocean Reef Boat Harbour, and more unusually, two on the Swan River at Alfred Cove.

METROPOLITAN (UBD Street
Directory)

SOUTH WEST (Shark Bay to
Cape Arid)

Blue Petrel – 1 beachwashed, later
died, 02/10/21, Trigg Beach (Trigg)
– via FiO (rarely reported in Western
Australian waters; most records
beachwashed; photographs)

NORTHERN ROYAL ALBATROSS –
1, 14/08/21, offshore from Cape
Leeuwin (Augusta-Margaret River)
– KH, PB et al. (rarely reported
in Western Australian waters;
photographs)

Possible MacGILLIVRAY’S PRION
– 1 beachwashed alive, taken into
care and later died, 10/08/21,
Perth area – via FiO (1st record for
Australia if confirmed; subject to
BARC acceptance; photographs and
specimen lodged with WA Museum)
Fairy Prion – 1 beachwashed, 10/08/21,
Perth area – via FiO (rarely reported
in Western Australian waters; most
records beachwashed; photographs)
Common Tern – 1, 11/09/21, Perth
Canyon, offshore Perth – JG, BR et
al. (scarce visitor to the south-west;
1st record for the Perth Canyon;
photographs)
Arctic Tern – 1, 20-21/07/21, Tern
Island (Safety Bay) – RO & DMa * up
to 3 (possibly 4), 25/07-06/08/21,
Ocean Reef Boat Harbour (Ocean
Reef) – BK et al. * 1, 29-30/07/21,
Hillarys Boat Harbour (Hillarys)
– BH * 2 inc. breeding-plumaged
adult, 31/07-02/08/21, Alfred Cove
(Attadale) – GS et al. (rare visitor to
Western Australia; small irruption;
photographs for all records)
BEACH STONE-CURLEW – 1, 2127/08/21, Rocky Bay (Rottnest Island)
– MB (vagrant to south-west; likely
same bird previously reported from
Rottnest and Garden Islands)
Masked Lapwing – 1 ssp.
novaehollandiae, 27/08/21, Sun City
Golf Course (Yanchep) – MG (rare but
increasing in south-west)
Inland Dotterel – 1, 17/08/21, Pelican
Point (Crawley) – JT & FO (rare visitor
to the metropolitan area)

White-headed Petrel – 3, 29/07/21;
1, 30/07/21; 1, 10/08/21, Cape
Naturaliste (Busselton) – DM et
al. (uncommon; photographs from
29/07)
BLUE PETREL – 1, 30/07/21, Bunker
Bay (Busselton) – SF et al. (rarely
reported ‘at sea’ in Western Australian
waters)
Antarctic Prion – 1, 14/08/21, offshore
from Cape Leeuwin (AugustaMargaret River) – PB, DM et al. (few
recent ‘at-sea’ records; photographs)
GREY PETREL – 1, 29/07/21, Cape
Naturaliste (Busselton) – PB (rarely
reported in Western Australian waters,
rarely seen from shore)
Sooty Shearwater – 2, 29/07/21;
3, 30/07/21; 1, 10/08/21, Cape
Naturaliste (Busselton) – DM et al.
(scarce visitor to Western Australian
waters)
White-browed Woodswallow – 1,
31/08/21, Coalseam NP (GeraldtonGreenough) – AG (rare in Western
Australia; photographs)
HOUSE CROW – 1, 16-17/08/21,
Bunbury town centre (Bunbury) – NB
et al. (vagrant to Western Australia;
likely ship-assisted; subject to BARC
acceptance; photographs)

ARID ZONE
Brolga – 2, 23/08/21, Millstream
turn-off, North-West Coastal Hwy
(Roebourne) – GC (southern limit of
usual range)
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Scarlet-chested Parrot – 10+, 1719/07/21; 10 adult males, 17/08/21,
Credo Station (Coolgardie) – PT, RF,
SA et al. (scarce, but increasingly
regularly reported in Great Western
Woodlands)
GOLDEN WHISTLER – 1 adult male,
11/07/21, 40 km NW of Newman
(East Pilbara) – ASR (1st record of
taxon for Western Australia; initially
reported as Western Whistler;
photographs)

OBSERVERS
AG = Athena Georgiou
ASR = Allan & Sandy Rose
BH = Benjamin Hicks
BK = Brendan Kinsella
BR = Bill Rutherford
DM = Dan Mantle
DMa = Damian Macrae
FiO = Fiona O’Sullivan
FO = Frank O’Connor
GC = Geoff Collis
GS = Gypsy Stockley
JG = John Graff
JT = John Turner
KH = Kirsty Heiner
MB = Mark Binns
MG = Martin Greenwood
NB = Nathan Beerkens
PB = Plaxy Barratt
PT = Peter Taylor
RO = Rachel Olsen
RF = Rose Ferrell
SA = Sue Abbotts
SF = Stewart Ford
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Excursion Reports
NALLAN STATION CAMPOUT #1, 10 - 16 OCTOBER
Nallan Station is about 680km north of Perth, 12 km north of
Cue. The main habitat in the area is mulga, but there are a
variety of different habitats that we visited during the campout
to target different birds. It was apparent that some rain had
fallen earlier in the year but perhaps it had been patchy, and
that nothing had fallen recently. Although overall it looked
very dry, there was a lot of Eremophila in flower (at least six
species), plus a small amount of grevillea and mistletoe. But
this hadn’t attracted the nomadic birds.

Dove was seen in Cue. Is this an extension of range from
Mt Magnet? It was disappointing to miss Banded Whiteface,
considering the considerable effort spent trying to find it. It
would also have been good to see Black-eared Cuckoo and the
‘white-tailed’ subspecies albicauda of Grey Fantail. But you
always miss some …
Frank O’Connor and Sue Mather

We visited sites around Nallan Station, Walga Rock to the west
and Mt Magnet to the south. On the last day we visited Jundar
Pool to the north.

Bourke’s Parrot. Photo by Michael Bouette

NALLAN STATION CAMPOUT #2, 16- 21 OCTOBER

Black-breasted Buzzard. Photo by Michael Bouette

It was an outstanding week despite the dry conditions, with
92 species, although slightly disappointing given the amount
of flowering Eremophila. Four sightings of Inland Dotterel, 23
in total! A flock of 500 Masked Woodswallows (with at least
twelve sightings of this species). At least seven sightings
of Western Quail-thrush, which are comparatively common
in the area but often very elusive to find. A reddish morph
Australian Owlet-nightjar (plus the usual greyish morph). A
baby Pallid Cuckoo being fed by Singing Honeyeaters. At least
four Orange Chats. A Rufous Fieldwren. At least six sightings
of Little Button-quail. Several Pied Honeyeaters. A few Blackbreasted Buzzards. Many sightings of Bourke’s Parrot. Western
Bowerbird at its bower. Slaty-backed Thornbill. A few Redbacked Kingfishers. Most people saw a pair of Varied Sittellas.
Redthroat was unusually common including a bird in the
campground. Chiming Wedgebill (although the sightings could
have been better for some people). Two Australian Bustards.
Plus a few people had sightings of Ground Cuckoo-shrike,
White-browed Treecreeper, Spotted Nightjar, Black Honeyeater,
White-fronted Honeyeater, and Jacky Winter. A Laughing

With a long wait list, we had a second campout. We visited
sites around Nallan Station, Walga Rock to the west and Lake
Austin to the south. Strong winds and heavy rain disrupted the
activities on the Tuesday.
It was another outstanding week despite the weather
disruptions, with 81 species, although slightly disappointing
given the amount of flowering Eremophila. Twenty-one
Western Quail-thrush were seen!

Orange Chat. Photo by Michael Bouette

Two sightings of Orange Chat and Rufous Fieldwren. Masked
Woodswallows and Crimson Chats were seen at several
locations. Bourke’s Parrot was seen many times. A few
sightings of Pied and Black Honeyeaters including juveniles.
Repeat sightings from the first campout included Western
Bowerbird at its bower, a Pallid Cuckoo fledgling being fed by
Singing Honeyeater and Chestnut-rumped Thornbill, a reddish
morph Australian Owlet-nightjar, Black-breasted Buzzard,
Mulga Parrot, Red-backed Kingfisher, Chiming Wedgebill,
Redthroat, Slaty-backed Thornbill and Little Woodswallow.
There were one-off sightings of Black-eared Cuckoo and
Ground Cuckoo-shrike, with the bird of the campout being
a Grey Honeyeater photographed by Amy at Milly Soak. The
weirdest sighting goes to a Great Cormorant seen flying over
at the Austin Downs grid.
Crimson Chat. Photo by Michael Bouette
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WA Regional Groups
ALBANY BIRD GROUP
SEPTEMBER OUTING – CRANBROOK AREA
Our first stop was at Lake Matilda, a lake on the eastern
side of Albany Highway approximately 25 km north of Mount
Barker. With so much water everywhere, water birds had
clearly decided to go elsewhere as we only found a few
Australasian Shovelers, Grey Teal, Pacific Black Duck and Musk
Duck. There was quite a good variety of bushbirds including
two species of cuckoos, Scarlet Robin and Varied Sittella. We
continued on the Orchid Nature Reserve outside Tenterden,
which can be reached via Yeriminup Road and is located less
than 1 km west of Albany Highway. Owing to heavy winter
rainfall, the lower-lying areas of the reserve were filled with
water and hosted a few ducks and coots. Whilst we were
too early in the season to see Rainbow Bee-eater, another
migratory bird, Rufous Songlark, had already arrived. Careful
not to step on any orchids, our list was growing quickly with
Crested Shrike-tit, Rufous Treecreeper and Western Yellow
Robin among the highlights of our sightings. In the two hours
we spent at the reserve we recorded a total of 37 species.
To escape the numerous mosquitoes we headed to a reserve
off the Boyup Brook – Cranbrook Road, but as it turned
out we had jumped from the fat into the fire. Not only was
access to the reserve difficult with large areas under water,
the mosquitoes were so plentiful we may have consumed a
few during lunch. We only recorded a dozen birds there with
Western Gerygone appearing to be the most common, or at
least the most vocal species.

but hope that the pair will successfully raise young. Thanks
to BirdLife's Robert Schmidt who was hosting the week's bird
walks at the Stirling Range Retreat, we were able to see the
nest of a pair of Crested Shrike-tits. Other birds nesting in the
area included Willie Wagtail and Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike.
On a nearly flooded paddock we saw Pied Stilt and Banded
Lapwing. We never found the Black-eared Cuckoo which had
been recorded earlier in the morning and photographed by
one of our members a few weeks earlier, but with a total of 44
species on a rather cold and windy day we had no reason to
complain.
Our August outing had to be cancelled due to a severe
weather warning in place.

OCTOBER OUTING – STIRLING RANGE
On top of Bluff Knoll there were snow flurries on the morning
of our outing. Grateful that the heavy rainfall which had
lashed the area the previous day was gone, we rugged up and
set out to explore the Ongerup Creek Trail. The trail passes
through an area burnt in the December 2019 fire which
devastated a large part of the Stirling Range National Park but
thanks to good rainfall the bush was recovering well. Before
we even set foot on the trail we came across a female Pallid
Cuckoo, a species several of us had never seen before. Small
bushbirds such as Splendid Fairy-wren were still absent at the
beginning of the trail, but closer to the Wandoo trees we were
pleased to see that White-winged Triller, Varied Sittella and
Western Yellow Robin were back. A male Brown Falcon arrived
with prey which was transferred to the female who returned
to the nest with it. We were unable to see the nest's contents,

Western Yellow Robin. Photo by Tania Meuzelaar

UPCOMING OUTINGS:
Outings will take place on Tuesday, 14 December, 18 January
and 8 February. More details about destinations, where to
meet etc. will be made available on E-news. You can also
check the Albany Bird Group's website: https://sites.google.
com/view/albany-bird-group/home and Facebook page.
Excursion leader will be Anne Bondin (albanybirds@hotmail.
com). Feel free to get in touch for further information.

CAPE TO CAPE BIRD GROUP
All excursions are advertised in the Cape to Cape Bird Group newsletter (see publications on BirdLife WA website), may be
advertised on BirdLife WA E-news and are for BirdLife Australia members, supporters and the general public. If you wish to be
on the newsletter mailing list and/or monthly seabird charter list contact Christine Wilder cwilderone@yahoo.com.au.

EXCURSION REPORT, BIRD ID, CAPE LEEUWIN, 18
AUGUST
Eight of us met at the water wheel car park. We first crossed
the road to look for birds on the beach at Sarge Bay. No
‘Hoodies’ but oystercatchers were feeding along the beach.
We then checked the fresh water pool at the base of the
water wheel in case any Rock Parrots had flown in for a drink,
but there were gulls. We also searched along the Cape to
Cape Track for any Southern Emu-wrens but were unlucky
as we didn’t hear or see any. It was very quiet this particular
morning; even the resident White-breasted Robins didn’t show
themselves. Next stop was in the lighthouse precinct where
we counted 17 Rock Parrots and three Australasian Pipits on
the lawn. There were ten gannets diving and sitting on the
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water and an albatross way out (possibly Black-browed) when
we stopped for a look out over the ocean at the ‘Two Oceans’
sign. We saw several whales travelling north past the cape.
Our group looked around the excellent lighthouse museum
before enjoying morning tea in the café.
Christine Wilder

EXCURSION REPORT, BIRDBLITZ MT DUCKWORTH,
YALLINGUP, 22 AUGUST – MORNING
Ten of us gathered on Duckworth Place on the edge of the
Leeuwin-Naturaliste National Park. The weather was generally
overcast with the sun breaking through towards the end of
the walk. We first walked to the top on Mount Duckworth to
enjoy the view and get our bearings. Mount Duckworth stands
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in a huge paddock which was previously farmland. We tried
to find the flock of 14 White-fronted Chats which were seen
on a previous walk, but the chats were being elusive, as was
a Little Eagle also seen on the previous visit. We then visited
some of the extensive woodland which is part of the National
Park, before returning to the start for morning tea and a chat.
24 species were seen on the walk.
Roger Cornes and Jill Cornes

EXCURSION REPORT, BIRDBLITZ SMITHS BEACH,
22 AUGUST – AFTERNOON
Thanks to Jill and Roger for leading our explorations of Mount
Duckworth in the morning. We carried on over lunchtime to
Jill and Roger’s home in Yallingup, to catch up on progress of
their magnificent garden, then it was down to Smiths Beach
for a look at the birdlife there. Shapelle and I visited Smiths
Beach on the 25 July and met up with several local groups.
We were not particularly looking at birds that day so the bird
list was quite small. Our excursion on the 22 August was
quite productive despite the time of day and us walking a
very short distance along the beachfront road towards the
point. Thanks to everyone who turned up for it. We have
more surveys planned for Smiths Beach. Jill and Roger are
conducting their own surveys of the area also.
Christine Wilder
We surveyed at Smiths Beach on 24 August (along the road
at the beach) and 2 September (through the national park,
then joined the Cape to Cape track and return to Smiths
Beach). Highlights were a Square-tailed Kite (24 August) and
a Common Sandpiper (2 September) as we walked back along
the road to the car.
Jill Cornes and Roger Cornes

INVESTIGATIONS FROM AUGUSTA BOAT
HARBOUR AND RETURN, 5 SEPTEMBER
This was the first good day weather-wise for some time and
our group of ten were looking forward to seeing albatrosses.
Both St. Alouarn and Flinders Islands were quiet with only a
small number of species and South-East Rocks held no birds.
The waves were rolling in and the fur seals were having a
wonderful time, especially one very young one seen lolloping
down towards the edge. When passing behind Flinders Island,
we noticed five large light brownish shorebirds (about the
size of Whimbrels) on one section of rock. We carried on

past Spout Rock to open ocean and a whale was seen further
out. The spout of the whale (not the rock) went straight up
causing us to wonder if it was a Blue Whale, but we never
chase whales, instead keeping to a set search area each
month if possible. We then encountered our first albatrosses.
Three species of albatross were seen – Shy, Black-browed
and Indian Yellow-nosed. No skuas were recorded at all but
quite a few gannets diving and providing spectacular flybys.
Hutton’s Shearwaters were flying south and a few Fleshfooted Shearwaters were a fair way from us, with one turning
sideways, showing its foot to prove its identity. Not many
shearwaters ventured close to the boat this trip.
As we made our way towards Geographe Reef, a Humpback
Whale was seen breaching almost completely out of the
water and we passed it behind the breakers on the reef.
North of Mins Ledge we headed east and hugged the coast,
at one stage right next to the beach. What a spectacle that
was in the sun! A Sooty Oystercatcher was identified on
the beach. We passed the lighthouse and made our way to
Seal Island where we noticed a boat on the rocks. A rescue
unfolded for three divers, with one of the divers transferred
to our vessel. On arrival back at the harbour, skipper David
Muller (a member of the Augusta Volunteer Marine Rescue
(VMR)) dashed off to board the local sea rescue vessel and
a rescue helicopter arrived on the scene with paramedic on
board. After assessment the injured diver was air-lifted to the
helicopter and the third diver assisted the VMR vessel. Thanks
to David for once again taking us on an awesome journey
around the rugged Cape Leeuwin coastline.
Christine Wilder

EXCURSION REPORT, BIRD ID, ELLENSBROOK, 22
SEPTEMBER
We had a very successful and pleasant bird walk when we
met at the Ellensbrook Homestead car park and walked
south on the Cape to Cape Track. It was a small group of five
people and we counted 30 species of birds, including a Sacred
Kingfisher, Square-tailed Kite and a close look at a Shining
Bronze-Cuckoo. As a bonus we saw a King's Skink and some
beautiful Pink Fairy Orchids. We came across many hikers
walking south on the track. It was a very enjoyable walk
and fruitful bird count of 30 species. A “Thank you” must go
to Christine for her enthusiasm and organisation of the bird
walks.
Jennifer Smith

MANDURAH BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP
The July outing was to Marlee Reserve and because of the pending weather only seven attended. The species count was 27
which was down on the usual numbers. The highlight was the presence of a Scarlet Robin putting on a wonderful display for
the photographers.
The August outing was planned for Goegrup Lake and reserve, however the boardwalk is still out of action and the
surrounding wetlands were awash, so it was decided to go to Fairbridge Village where we could experience dry land. Twenty
attended with some newcomers, Kerry and Vicki who were welcomed by all. Species count was 35 which did not include the
resident peacock family. An enjoyable Devonshire morning tea was provided for us by the hospitable café and reception staff.
In September we went to Island Point, a picturesque location on the Peel Harvey Estuary south of Mandurah. We welcomed
newcomers Liz, Cherie and Judy amongst the 22 who attended. Apart from a cold wind from the south, the walk through the
bushland was enjoyable with 41 species sighted. A bonus was the many native orchids and wildflowers in bloom throughout
the bushland.
Lately there has been much activity around the waterways with the breeding season and migratory birds arriving. I have seen
Red-necked Stint, Sharp-tailed Sandpiper, Curlew Sandpiper at Nairns and many of the duck family with young. The Splendid
Fairy-wrens are in their magnificent breeding plumage in and around Mandurah and at other locations.
An Australian Shelduck family of 18 ducklings has been a highlight. I suspect there is more than one family.
Hopefully this year will be fruitful for the many migratory birds that come to our wetlands around Mandurah.
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WA Regional Groups, ctd
SUGGESTED VENUES FOR 2022 PROGRAMME
Saturday January 8th		

Nairns

Friday January 28th		

Lake Mclarty

Friday February 25th		

Nairns

Friday March 25th		

Creery Wetlands

Saturday April 9th		

Island Point

Friday April 22nd		

Coolup Property Ross & Liz Rose

Friday May 27th		

Len Howard Conservation Park

Friday June 24th		

Marlee Reserve

Friday July 22nd		

St Ives Peninsular Reserve

Saturday July 30th		

Wellard Wetlands

Friday August 26th		

Goegrup Lake

Friday September 23rd		

Samphire Cove

Friday October

28th		

Erskine Lakes

Saturday November 5th		

Erskine Lakes

Friday November 25th		

Wellard Wetlands

Saturday December 17th		

Island Point

Christmas luncheon		

date to be advised

Splendid Fairy-wren. Photo by Bill King

All outings will be from around 7am - 7:30am except for winter which will be around 8am – 8:30am. More details will be given
two weeks prior to the date.
All outings are subject to climatic or unforeseen factors so, if any change prior, notice will be given.
Enquiries to Bill King, leader Mandurah Bird Observers Group.
Email newbill13@bigpond.com or phone 08 9534 9913

Bill King, Coordinator

Obituary
Catherine O’Neill

Photo supplied by
DBCA

Cathie O’Neill was a member of BirdLife
from 2013 until her untimely passing on
the 22nd of October, 2021. Cathie was
integral to the establishment of the Swan
Estuary Reserves Action Group (SERAG)
focussing on the three marine parks Milyu,
Pelican Point, Crawley and Alfred Cove and
their terrestrial reserves. Her energetic
focus on protecting the Swan Estuary
through SERAG has been an inspiration to
all who care for the river and particularly
the birdlife found there.

As a passionate, determined protector of the river and wildlife,
Cathie could see the impact of human activity around the river.
Her ideas were innovative, such as a handmade cane basket

on a tall stand for Ospreys to nest in, an Osprey suit for
attracting public attention and prickly plants as a landscaping
tool to demarcate areas for wildlife.
Her strengths were her writing skills, organisation ability and
her ideas for endearing the public to the plight of birds and
other creatures that use the river’s edge. There were walks,
art competitions, dogs’ breakfasts. Her determination and
influence were evident in the protection of Point Walter for
nesting Fairy Terns.
BirdLife WA was privileged to work with Cathie on issues
relating to the protection of the Swan Estuary Marine Park
through her years of membership. She will be sadly missed by
all who knew her.
Suzanne Mather

Australian Wood Duck and ducklings. Photo by Bill King
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Observatory reports
BROOME BIRD OBSERVATORY
What a time September and October is for birders in Broome.
This year has been as good as it gets, with plentiful shallow
freshwater on Roebuck Plains Station, great company on our
Birds of the Broome Region courses, and even some delightful
weather — although as we write in late October we've finally
been dealt a few days of 40+ degrees, as Laja season (the
'build-up') grinds into action.
This time of year is marked by the return of migrants. On the
coast, younger shorebirds of migratory species delay their first
migrations, and continue to be seen in numbers through the
winter. Nevertheless, it is brilliant to watch Roebuck Bay day
by day as first adults and then young juveniles arrive from
the north, and cover the mudflats in activity once again. The
juveniles are especially awe-inspiring: identifiable from their
crisp, compact plumage, these birds have just arrived here for
the first time, often several weeks behind the adults, with no
one having shown them the way! They will spend more time
here than anywhere else over their remaining years of life.
Away from the bay, most other migrants are gone
completely during the winter months. This includes
freshwater and grassland shorebird species as well
as migratory landbirds. Through August, September
and October it's been a thrill to see our regulars
return: Oriental Plover, White-winged Black Tern,
Little Curlew, Fork-tailed Swift, Channel-billed
Cuckoo, Eastern Yellow Wagtail, Oriental Dollarbird,
Barn Swallow and finally Oriental Pratincole.
As well as the regulars, this is the beginning of the
'rarity season', when vagrants and rare migrants
arrive and are often drawn to remaining fresh water
or the shelter of Broome. The most notable find so
far has been a Semipalmated or Common Ringed
Plover spotted at Wader Beach by George Swann,
and twitched by locals and lucky participants of our
October course. Despite offering up superb views,
the bird has caused a lot of head-scratching, with
apparent webbing between toes visible in some
photos suggesting Semipalmated Plover, while all
other characters seem to favour Common Ringed.
Less contentious was a Little Ringed Plover, which
frequented a shallow wetland on Willie Creek during
the first week of September.
International arrivals are certainly exciting —
particularly given our borders are still closed to
other travellers! But it's also been a great year for
Australian species. Flock Bronzewings have been
regular around the lakes and dams of Roebuck
Plains for the first time since 2018. We've done well
for crakes and rails, which can be scarce around
Broome: Buff-banded Rail, Australian Spotted
Crake, Spotless Crake and Baillon's Crake have
all been seen in recent weeks. Yellow Chats had
an excellent breeding season and are being seen
regularly at the Roebuck Plains lakes, away from
their core habitat on the Roebuck saltmarsh. MidOctober saw brief and exciting appearances from
two finch species that are rare visitors to Broome:
an adult Chestnut-breasted Mannikin at Taylor's
Lagoon, and a juvenile Gouldian Finch at Lake
Campion. ‘Gouldians’ have only been seen on two
previous occasions in the region, but all these
records have come since 2018. We can only hope
this threatened species gains a foothold around
Broome, which would surely be good news for birds
and birders alike.
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As well as two brilliant courses, we
enjoyed hosting our second annual
Community Birdwatching Morning
on 17th October. Early risers were
rewarded with a range of our iconic
birds including Black-necked Stork, Far Eastern Curlew, Whitebellied Sea-Eagle, Broad-billed Flycatcher and Rufous-throated
Honeyeater, all within a short walk of BBO base camp. Of
course, all were treated to a BBQ breakfast afterwards too. We
have also had the pleasure of sharing our beautiful new Clive
Minton Discovery Centre with guests since 20th August this
year. This interactive wonder has been years in the making
and well worth all the effort - don't miss it if you're visiting
Broome!
Our courses in 2022 are booking up - see details on the poster
and get in touch to secure your place.
Nyil Kywaja, Warden, BBO

Join our
courses in
2022

Shorebird
Capital of
Australia

Discount prices for BirdLife members:
Wave the Waders Goodbye · 28 Mar — 1 Apr · $1,490 pp
Birds of the Broome Region · 7-11 Sep · 6-10 Oct · $1,490 pp
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Book now  broome@birdlife.org.au  08 9193 5600
broomebirdobservatory.com

Observatory reports, ctd
EYRE BIRD OBSERVATORY
AUGUST TO 14 OCTOBER 2021
We have seen some amazing birds and other animals during our three-month stint as volunteer
caretakers at Eyre Bird Observatory.
At the bird baths surrounding the observatory we have enjoyed the infrequent visits for a wash by the
Collared Sparrowhawk and Brown Falcon, who seem unconcerned by our presence and scare away
the usual feathered visitors. The White-eared Honeyeaters appeared in low numbers, but frequently
at dusk and dawn and the New Holland Honeyeaters can always be relied upon to visit in their hundreds during the day to
their favoured southern bird bath. Other frequent honeyeaters included the Singing, Brown, Spiny-cheeked, Brown-headed
and White-fronted. The Red Wattlebirds have been seen congregating in large numbers in the nearby trees, with a flock of 70
seen in October. We have also noted the occasional Common Starling around the observatory in October and caught one in the
starling trap recently.
Our Kanidal Beach bird surveys always bring the unexpected, with highlights being a flock of 25 Major Mitchell’s Cockatoos and
watching the runners of the Red-capped Plovers and Pied Oystercatchers develop over recent weeks. In the past month, we
have also seen Oriental Plover, Eastern Curlew, Great Knot, Ruddy Turnstone, Whimbrel, Sharp-tailed Sandpiper, Sanderling,
Grey Plover, Red-necked Stint, Pied Stilt and Inland Dotterel.
Wader Beach bird surveys have always rewarded us with greater numbers (in the hundreds) and different species of birds,
including Crested Tern, Red-necked Stint and Sooty Oystercatcher, making the arduous monthly journey worthwhile.
On Blue Bush Plain, on our weekly visits to Cocklebiddy, we have seen a Tawny Frogmouth raise two chicks, accidentally
stumbled across a flock of Spotted Nightjars and seen a few Australian Bustards (one with a chick being harassed by the
resident Yellow-throated Miner). The Red-capped Robin, White-winged Fairy-wren, Mulga Parrot, Pied Butcherbird and Blackfaced Woodswallow have also been highlights of these expeditions.
With the warmer weather in October, we have had the pleasure of seeing the Rainbow Bee-eater, Sacred Kingfisher and Masked
Woodswallow heading to the coast.
We will have fond memories of our time at Eyre Bird Observatory and the birds and people we have met.
Hugh and Michelle Crisp
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Coming Events
Important note regarding campouts
Members intending to attend campouts must notify the BirdLife WA Office (9383 7749) of the number in their party and when they
will arrive. If you are unsure, put your name down as you can always cancel.
An emergency contact number should also be provided in case of accident.

New members
Please let the leaders know that you are a new member and don’t hesitate to ask for assistance with bird sightings.

Wherever you are, please observe your relevant state and territory advice and
maintain social distancing and good hygiene when planning birding outings,
events, monitoring, surveys or fieldwork, where this is allowed.
Sunday 5 December: Garvey Park,
Ascot
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7.30 am in the car park next to
the brown building on the left at the end of
Fauntleroy Ave, off Great Eastern Highway.
This area has a good variety of waterbirds
and bush birds. Species recorded here have
included Buff-banded Rail, Spotless Crake
and Mistletoebird.
Leaders: Pam and George Agar
Thursday 9 December: Penguin Island,
Rockingham
Half-day excursion
Meet at Mersey Point Jetty, off Arcadia
Drive, Shoalwater at 8:30 am at the ticket
office for Penguin Island. The ferries travel
hourly between 9:00 am and 4:00 pm and
cost $18 (with concession $16) return. We
will catch the 9:00 am ferry.
The group will walk to the various places
of interest on the island and, if people
wish, can attend the penguin feeding in the
DEC facility housing injured or orphaned
penguins (additional cost). Bridled Tern,

Little Penguin and Buff-banded Rail are
often seen here and it is a haven for
nesting sea birds.
There is a nice picnic area on the island but
no shop so please bring all food and drink
requirements. There are also nice beaches
and it is a good swimming area.
Leader: Pauline Woolley
Sunday 12 December: Alfred Cove,
Melville
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7.30 am in the car park in Troy
Park next to the oval, off Burke Drive,
Attadale.
There should be migratory waders and
waterbirds around the river, and there are
always bush birds in the park. Over 110
species have been recorded here.
Bring your telescope if you have one.
Leader: Toni Webster

Tuesday 14 December: Albany
For excursion information, see BWA eNews,
https://sites.google.com/view/albanybird-group/home and Albany Bird Group's
Facebook page.
Leader: Anne Bondin
Saturday 18 December: Carine Open
Space, Carine
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park off Beach
Road, Carine. Carine Open Space is part of
the Northern Swan Coastal Plain KBA for
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo. Over 90 species
have been recorded at this lake, including
the three Ibis, Buff-banded Rail, several
species of duck, and various raptors.
Bring your telescope if you have one.
Leader: Claire Gerrish
Saturday 1 January: Canning River
Regional Park, Wilson
Half day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the Kent Street Weir
car park. The walk follows a 5 km circuit
along the Canning River, viewing a large
selection of bush and waterbirds, hopefully
with sightings of the elusive Spotless Crake.
Over 110 species have been recorded in
this area.
Leaders: George and Pam Agar
Wednesday 5 January: Waterford
Foreshore, Salter Point
Half day excursion
Meet at the Curtin University Boat Shed at
7:30 am. To reach the parking area travel
along Manning Road and turn into Elderfield
Road which is on the western side of the
Trinity College playing fields. Proceed to the
end of this street and the parking area is on
the right hand side. We will walk along the
river front for about 2 km and return via a
nearby park.
Bring morning tea because, if time permits,
we will move to Salter Point where further
species may be seen.
Due to the popularity of this walk, it will be
repeated on the weekend.
Leaders: Lorraine and Richard Chyne

Oysters again! Pied Oystercatcher. Photo by Gary Tate
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Saturday 8 January: Nairns, Coodanup
Meet around 7am - 7:30am. Details will
be given two weeks prior. Enquiries to
Mandurah Bird Observers Group.
Leader: Bill King
Sunday 9 January: Waterford
Foreshore, Salter Point
Half day excursion
Meet at the Curtin University Boat Shed at
7:30 am. To reach the parking area travel
along Manning Road and turn into Elderfield
Road which is on the western side of the
Trinity College playing fields. Proceed to the
end of this street and the parking area is on
the right hand side. We will walk along the
river front for about 2 km and return via a
nearby park.
Bring morning tea because, if time permits,
we will move to Salter Point where further
species may be seen.
Due to the popularity of this walk, it is
being repeated.
Leaders: Lorraine and Richard Chyne
Saturday 15 January: Thomsons Lake,
Cockburn
Half day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park on Russell
Road. From the Kwinana Freeway turn west
into Russell Road, continue approximately
3 km to the car park on the right. If you
reach Pearse Road you have gone too
far. There is a good variety of bushbirds,
waterbirds and perhaps a few waders. Over
120 bird species have been recorded here.
Bring your telescope (if you have one) and
rubber boots or old sneakers as it will be
muddy.
Leader: Robyn Pickering
Monday 17 January: Bold Park Eco
Centre, 165 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat
Monthly meeting, 7.30 pm
Western Ground Parrot Recovery
Project
Helena Stokes, BirdLife Project Officer
Tuesday 18 January: Albany
For excursion information, see BWA eNews,
https://sites.google.com/view/albanybird-group/home and Albany Bird Group's
Facebook page.
Leader: Anne Bondin

Nankeen Kestrel at Conto's Beach. Photo by M. Trappe
Thursday 20 January: Pelican Point,
Crawley

Friday 28 January: Lake Mclarty,
Birchmont

Half day excursion

Meet around 7am - 7:30am. Details will
be given two weeks prior. Enquiries to
Mandurah Bird Observers Group.

Meet at 8:00 am at the gazebo at the
entrance to the Reserve. This is to the
south of the Mounts Bay Sailing Club, at
the end of Australia II Drive, off Hackett
Drive, Crawley. Over 130 species have been
recorded here. Water levels in the lagoon
have increased in recent years, and there
has been some revegetation work in the
reserve. We will walk through the reserve,
along the river and through adjacent
bushland. We will look for waterbirds and
bushbirds.
On arrival, please obtain from the leader,
and display, a parking permit. This is
to ensure that no participant receives a
parking ticket (as there is paid parking in
the carpark).
Leader: Charles Merriam
Saturday 22 January: Lake Joondalup,
Joondalup
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at Neil Hawkins Park, in
the car park at the end of Boas Avenue. The
highest number of species for any BirdLife
WA half day excursion has been recorded
at Lake Joondalup, with 75 species of birds
seen in one morning excursion. There are
always lots of waterbirds and bushbirds to
be seen around this large lake, and there
could be waders as well. Lake Joondalup
is within the Northern Swan Coastal Plain
Important Bird Area for Carnaby’s BlackCockatoo.

Leader: Bill King
Saturday 29 January: Lake Richmond,
Rockingham
Half day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am on Safety Bay Road,
Rockingham, opposite the Naragebup
Environmental Centre on the western side
of Lake Richmond. The walk around the
lake will take 2 to 3 hours. One hundred
and twenty-five species have been recorded
at the lake, including 14 species of raptor
seen regularly. Another interesting feature
of the lake is the thrombolites.
There are picnic facilities at the Centre, but
you need to bring your own lunch.
Leader: Chris Van Haeften
Saturday 5 February: Herdsman Lake,
Stirling
Half day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the Maurice Hamer car
park. Turn off Pearson Street into Falcon
Avenue, then right into Lakeside Road.
The car park is on the left, opposite Heron
Place. This is one of the waterbird refuges
that never dries up and 140 species have
been recorded here. Bring your telescope if
you have one.
Leader: Claire Gerrish

Leaders: Wayne Merritt and Nigel
Sutherland
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Tuesday 8 February: Albany

For excursion information, see BWA
eNews, https://sites.google.com/view/
albany-bird-group/home and Albany Bird
Group's Facebook page.
Leader: Anne Bondin
Saturday 12 February: Peel Inlet,
Mandurah
Full day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am north of the Erskine
Lakes near the end of Southmead
Green. Coming from Perth go over the
Mandurah Bypass Bridge, take the first
left into Sticks Boulevard, the first left into
Abbotswood Parkway, the first right into
Pennington Garden and the first left into
Southmead Green. We will look for water
birds and bush birds around the lakes
and estuary. The Peel-Harvey Estuary is a
Key Biodiversity Area (KBA) for migratory
waders and Fairy Tern.
The shore at Coodanup may also be visited
by those wishing to extend the excursion
after lunch. Bring insect repellant, your
telescope if you have one, and come and
learn about waders. This excursion will also
contribute to the annual shorebird count.
Leader: Clive Nealon
Thursday 17 February: Baigup
Wetlands, Bayswater

Sunday 27 February: Alfred Cove,
Melville

Saturday 12 March: Yanchep National
Park

Half day excursion

Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park in Troy
Park next to the Oval, off Burke Drive,
Attadale. There should be migratory waders
and waterbirds around the river, and there
are always bushbirds in the park. Over 110
bird species have been recorded here. Bring
your telescope if you have one.
Leader: Toni Webster
Monday 28 February: Bold Park Eco
Centre, 165 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat
Monthly meeting, 7.30 pm

Leader: Clive Nealon
Tuesday 15 March: Blackwall Reach,
Bicton

BirdLife WA AGM
Executive Committee
Button-quail on the Abrolhos Islands
Ryan Carter
Thursday 3 March: Woodman Point,
Cockburn
Half day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park at
Woodman Point on Jervoise Bay. Turn right
off Cockburn Road, into O’Kane Court, then
left into Jervoise Bay Cove, and almost
immediately right into Woodman Point
Road. Drive to the end of the road and take
the last left to the car park.

Half-day excursion

We will walk along the beach to Woodman
Spit, and back along the other side to
Meet at 8.00 am at the car park near the
Cockburn Cement Jetty to look for waders
Rowing Club at the end of Milne Street in
and seabirds. Bring your telescope if you
Bayswater. Turn south-east off Guildford
Road into Milne Street and follow this to the have one.
end, then turn right into the car park. There
Leader: Pauline Woolley
is a variety of waterbirds and bushbirds.
Leaders: Penny Lee and Richard Curtis
Sunday 20 February: Lake Gwelup,
Stirling
Half day excursion

Sunday 6 March: Bibra Lake, Cockburn
Half day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park at the
southern end of the lake, off Progress
Drive. This is the car park nearest to the
jetty and not far from Gwilliam Drive.
Bibra Lake is a part of the Beeliar Wetlands
chain and a large number of bushbirds and
waterbirds can be seen here. Over 130 bird
species have been recorded in this reserve.

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park at the
corner of Stoneman Street and Huntriss
Road, north of Karrinyup Road. We should
see water birds and bush birds, and raptors
are often seen here. Lake Gwelup is within
the Northern Swan Coastal Plain Key
We will circumnavigate the lake which is
Biodiversity Area (KBA) for Carnaby’s Blackan 8 km long path and visit two bird hides
Cockatoo.
on the way. The walk will take 3-4 hours
Leader: Peter White
and for those who don’t wish to walk the
full distance, a car can be left at the half
Friday 25 February: Nairns, Coodanup
way mark, if you let the leader know. Bring
water, hats and suitable footwear as snakes
Meet around 7am - 7:30am. Details will
have been seen in the area.
be given two weeks prior. Enquiries to
Leader: Alan Watson
Mandurah Bird Observers Group.
Leader: Bill King

Meet at the Lakeview picnic area inside the
Park at 7:30 am. Entry is $12 per vehicle
or $6 per vehicle for seniors. Proceed
through the entrance gate and go left at the
roundabout. There is a large parking area
and I suggest we meet near the covered
barbecue area which is adjacent to the
toilet block. There should be a variety of
bushbirds and waterbirds. Yanchep National
Park is part of the Northern Swan Coastal
Plain IBA for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo.

Half day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the junction of Kent
Street and Blackwall Reach Parade. A
pleasant walk along the Swan River along a
bush track which is noted for its population
of White-cheeked Honeyeaters. We will
also look for waders along the Point Walter
Beach.
Leaders: Jennifer Sumpton and Lynley
Davey
Saturday 19 March: Yangebup Lake,
Cockburn
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in Parkes Street. Turn into
Osprey Drive from North Lake Road and
immediately turn into Parkes Street. Parkes
Street now only runs for about 200 m
before being shut off. Park in this area and
walk to the barrier across the road. There
should be a good variety of waterbirds and
bushbirds. Bring your ‘scope if you have
one.
Leader: Robyn Pickering
Friday 25 March: Creery Wetlands,
Dudley Park
Meet around 7am - 7:30am. Details will
be given two weeks prior. Enquiries to
Mandurah Bird Observers Group.
Leader: Bill King
Saturday 26 March: Wellard Wetlands,
Baldivis
Half day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the entrance to
Wellard Wetlands on the northern side of
Bertenshaw Road, 1 km from St Albans
Road. Coming from Perth, turn left off
the Freeway into Mundijong Road, then
right into St Albans Road and right into
Bertenshaw Road. There should be plenty
of bushbirds and waterbirds here, as well as
several species of raptors.
Leader: Charles Merriam
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SUMMARY OF COMING
EVENTS
Sun 5 Dec:

Garvey Park, Ascot

Thu 9 Dec:

Penguin Island, Rockingham

Sun 12 Dec:

Alfred Cove, Melville

Tue 14 Dec:

Albany

Sat 18 Dec:

Carine Open Space, Carine

Sat 1 Jan:

Canning River Regional Park,
Wilson

Wed 5 Jan:

Waterford Foreshore, Salter
Point

Sat 8 Jan:

Nairns, Coodanup

Sun 9 Jan:

Waterford Foreshore, Salter
Point

Sat 15 Jan:

Thomsons Lake

Mon 17 Jan:

Bold Park Eco Centre, Monthly
meeting

Tue 18 Jan:

Albany

Thurs 20 Jan: Pelican Point
Sat 22 Jan:

Lake Joondalup, Joondalup

Fri 28 Jan:		Lake Mclarty, Birchmont
Sat 29 Jan:

Lake Richmond, Rockingham

Sat 5 Feb:		Herdsman Lake, Stirling
Tue 8 Feb:		Albany
Sat 12 Feb:

Peel Inlet, Mandurah

Thurs 17 Feb: Baigup, Bayswater
Sun 20 Feb:

Lake Gwelup, Stirling.

Fri 25 Feb:		Nairns, Coodanup
Sun 27 Feb:

Alfred Cove, Melville

Mon 28 Feb: AGM, Bold Park Eco Centre
Thurs 3 Mar:

Woodman Point, Cockburn

Sun 6 Mar:

Bibra Lake, Cockburn

Sat 12 Mar:

Yanchep National Park

Tues 15 Mar:

Blackwall Reach, Bicton

Sat 19 Mar:

Yangebup Lake, Cockburn

Fri 25 Mar:

Creery Wetlands, Dudley Park

Sat 26 Mar:

Wellard Wetlands, Baldivis
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CROSSWORD NO. 49 ANSWERS
ACROSS
1 wheatbelt, 5 spare, 8 mangroves, 10 theme, 11
strident, 12 rain, 14 mimic, 16 outline, 18 web, 20 solar,
22 Little, 23 eye, 24 key, 26 eclipse, 27 sedge.
DOWN
1 western, 2 endemic, 3 time, 4 tertiaries, 6 preen, 7
entrance, 9 note, 13 coverts, 14 measure, 15 Mudlark, 17
trill, 18 website, 19 belly, 21 rely, 23 eat, 25 egg
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Western Bowerbird at Nallan Station. Photo by Robin
Ashford

Western Quail-thrush at Nallan Campout. Photo by Robin
Ashford

Red-capped Robin at Nallan Campout, p28. Photo by
Michael Bouette

Rufous Fieldwren at Nallan Station. Photo by Robin Ashford

Mulga Parrot at Nallan Station. Photo by Michael
Bouette
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In The Field

Hard at work planting trees in Pinjarra, p14. Photo by Merryn
Pryor

Bird Week course at Eyre Bird Observatory 2021, p33 . Photo by
Hugh Crisp
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Enjoying the sites at Nallan campout, p28. Photo by Michael
Bouette

Badgebup Aboriginal Corporation rangers inspecting nesting
hollows p15. Photo by Sam Rycken
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