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Carnaby's Black-Cockatoo at Yanchep, p 46. Photo by Gary
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Red-tailed Tropicbird breeding on Rottnest Island
In August 2019, I visited Norfolk Island. For the first time, I
saw up close the Red-tailed Tropicbird, a stunning seabird of
size with two red streamers flowing from its tail.

Red-tailed Tropicbird in south western
Australia

Fast forward to the 7th of January, 2021 and there I am at
Rottnest Island, taking a break from my grand-kids, looking
for a colony of Fairy Terns, because the Fairy Terns haven't
nested at Rous Head for the past two years. I thought they
may be here on Rottnest Island. There are Crested Terns
and Caspian Terns and a few Fairy Terns, all making a
racket. Looking skyward I see a larger white seabird; raising
my binoculars I can see a Red-tailed Tropicbird. As I looked
on in awe the bird dropped to the vegetation 50 metres in
front of me. Knowing they are awkward on land, because of
their short webbed feet, I went to investigate.

The first record of successful breeding of the Red-tailed
Tropicbird (Phaethon rubricauda westralis) on Rottnest
Island occurred in 2021. A breeding pair was identified in
January and the chick fledged and dispersed by late March.
Red-tailed Tropicbirds have been recorded breeding in
south-western Australia, from the Houtman Abrolhos Islands
to Cape Naturaliste, intermittently, since the first record
in 1894 (Serventy and Whittell 1967). However, there is
no record of previous attempts to breed on Rottnest being
successful.

Under a sedge bush, where the stems form a tunnel, I found
two adult birds facing each other as if they were resting
from the hot day. Because my camera was in the unit I was
staying in, I decided to return in the late afternoon.
On my return there was only one adult bird, but to my
surprise there was a chick cuddling up to the adult. It was
maybe one week old. I remember reading in one bird book
that the last breeding attempt on Rottnest Island was back
in the 1950s! This to me was a rare find. You Little Beauty!
I am a punter, so the odds of me finding
this site was a million to one. If only I had a
dollar on.

The Rottnest Island breeding record is important for
several reasons. The Indian Ocean Red-tailed Tropicbird
is listed as Vulnerable under the International Union
for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) criteria, having
experienced a rapid population decline of 30%-50% over
three generations (36 years, Willacy et al. 2021). However,
there is no recovery plan or Conservation Advice in place.
Breeding success in Red-tailed Tropicbirds varies widely
among sites and seasons, and the reasons for failure are
diverse (Sommerfield et al. 2016).

The day before I was due to leave the island,
the 12th of January, I visited the site again.
This time there were no adult birds, just
the chick. The books tell me they are easily
disturbed, so I was a little concerned the
chick had been abandoned. As it was quite
large I kept positive though.
On the 21st January, 2021, I returned with
a colleague, who was conducting approved
research on the island. Well what a morning!
On the nest was one adult with the chick.
The chick had more than doubled in size.
We walked around the lake looking for Fairy
Terns and then returned to the nesting area,
about 30 minutes later. It happened again:
from 50 metres away, the adult bird dropped
from the sky to the nest. Because the sky
is continually filled with the terns bringing
in food to the juveniles and the sound of
screeching, you assume that every bird is a
tern. Don't be fooled!
We thought that maybe the adult birds were changing
shifts, so we camped some 40 metres away, up wind,
with our cameras ready. Within ten minutes, out of the
bush waddles this large attractive bird, assessing the wind
direction and takes flight right towards us and over our
heads and out to sea. With some great photos we headed
for some refreshments.
The books tell me the Red-tailed Tropicbird is very flighty
and can abandon a nest at the drop of a hat. They also say
the mortality rate of chicks is up to 40%. Tropicbirds only
lay one egg and the fledgling time can be up to 90 days.
No wonder mortality is 40% — anything can happen to the
parents in three months. So to my fellow birders, because
of the above facts I have elected to leave the location
undisclosed. I hope you understand and I hope you can
strike it lucky one day.
Steve Bell
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Red-tailed Tropicbird. Photo by Claire Greenwell

The Rottnest Island nest and nest site were typical of
previously described breeding records, which comprise a
shallow scrape in the sand and hidden in sedges close to a
lake shoreline or reef-fringed bay (Warham 1956; Tarburton
1977; Mott et al. 2020). Red-tailed Tropicbirds often display
high breeding site and mate fidelity (Sommerfeld and
Heinicke 2010, Mott et al. 2020), particularly among pairs
that have nested successfully before (Sommerfeld et al.
2020).
Rottnest Island is a mecca for summer visitors. In 2018/19,
Rottnest experienced its biggest tourism year ever, with
785,001 visitors (Papalia 2019). In October 2019 alone,
53,840 people visited the island (Papalia 2019), and
numbers are especially high in the summer months.
To reduce human impact on the nesting pair, including the
potential for predation, the Rottnest Island Authority (RIA)
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and BirdLife Western Australia identified a need to limit
knowledge of the breeding site to a small number of people.
Chick to fledging records for this breeding event were
therefore limited to intermittent visits. It was estimated
from the first photographic record on 7 January, that the
grey, downy chick was about one week old. On 21 January,
a nest changeover between the breeding pair was observed,
and the chick was fed. On 11 February, the pair was
observed returning to the nest, where they remained for
several minutes before heading back offshore. Upper body
feathers had started to develop but the chick was largely
covered with white down. On the same day, a pair of Redtailed Tropicbird, presumably a second pair, was observed
engaging in aerial courtship behaviour and on two separate
occasions were seen hovering close to the ground, at an
alternative location, where they appeared to be prospecting.
The next photographic record of the chick was on 11 March
when the bird was observed out in the open and appeared
close to fledging. Rectrices, scapulars, mantle and body
feathers were well-developed at this time, although the
primary feathers did not appear to be fully grown. The nest
site was checked on 23 March and the bird was deemed to

have fledged as there was no sign of it, nor any feathers or
visible nest disturbance. This period of approximately 80
days is slightly lower than records of 90 days on Christmas
Island (Sommerfeld and Heinicke 2010), but is consistent
with studies from Hawaii that show a mean fledging period
of 82.3 ±0.6 days (n = 127, Vanderwerf and Young, 2014).
The incubation period on Sugarloaf Rock was 41-48 days
(Tarburton 1977), and 44.2 ±0.4 d in Hawaii (n = 155,
Vanderwerf and Young, 2014). Thus, if the Rottnest Island
breeding event is consistent with previous records, the pair
would have laid in late November.
Four oceanographic surveys conducted by Dunlop et
al. (2001) between 1987 and 1996, found Red-tailed
Tropicbirds further south than White-tailed Tropicbirds.
While the two species are found over water with a sea
surface temperature of 25.0-29.4⁰ C, Red-tailed Tropicbirds
have been observed over water with a higher salinity level,
compared to White-tailed Tropicbirds, which may account
for their penetration into sub-tropical latitudes during
summer when sea surface temperatures increase (Dunlop
et al. 2001).

Table 1: Published records of Red-tailed Tropicbird breeding and attempted breeding in south west Western Australia. The
species also bred successfully on Sugarloaf Rock for a number of years in the 1980s and 1990s (K. Williams unpubl.).
Year

Location

Nests

Eggs

1894

Rat Is. Abrolhos

1

1

1939

Busselton

1

1

1943-48

Pelsaert,
Abrolhos

9

1

1949

Pelsaert,
Abrolhos

5

1954

Pelsaert,
Abrolhos

8

1958

Rottnest Is

1

1959

Rottnest Is

2

1964

Collie

1967

Sugarloaf Rock

8

4

17

Eggs &
Chicks

Notes

Reference
Whittell & White
(1940)

Adult caught, sent to
Perth Zoo
1

Whittell & White
(1940)
Serventy & Whittell
(1967)
Tarr (1949)

8

8

2

2 dead birds

Warham, (1956)

failed

Serventy & Whittell
(1967)

failed

Serventy & Whittell
(1967)

Immature bird indicating
possible coastal breeding
Tarburton (1977)

1968

Sugarloaf Rock

19

Tarburton (1977)

1970

Sugarloaf Rock

15

Tarburton (1977)

1972

Sugarloaf Rock

15

Tarburton (1977)

1973

Sugarloaf Rock

17

Tarburton (1977)

1974

Sugarloaf Rock

26

19

Tarburton (1977)

1975

Sugarloaf Rock

14

11

Tarburton (1977)

1999

Pelsaert,
Abrolhos

3

2000

Pelsaert,
Abrolhos  

4

2021

Rottnest Is

1
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Burbidge & Fuller
(2004)
1993-2001-No fledged
birds survived.
Presumably predated by
White-bellied Sea-Eagles
1

Surman &
Nicholson (2009)

Successfully fledged
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Rottnest Island is a continental island influenced by a
tropical, southward flowing current – the Leeuwin Current.
The Leeuwin Current exhibits high inter-annual variability
associated with the El Nino-Southern Oscillation (ENSO)
phenomenon. The Leeuwin Current, which brings warmer
water to south-western Australia, is enhanced when the
cyclic El Nino Southern Oscillation (ENSO) enters the La
Niña phase (Chambers et al.2001). This warm current has
facilitated the southward dispersal of many tropical marine
organisms, including several tropical seabirds, including
Bridled Terns (Onychoprion anaethetus), Sooty Terns (O.
fuscatus), Brown Noddies (Anous stolidus) and Red-tailed
Tropicbirds (Dunlop 2009). These factors explain why Redtailed Tropicbirds may be recorded in sub-tropical latitudes
such as Rottnest Island (Dunlop 2009). A strong La Niña
event occurred in the tropical pacific summer of 2020/21,
with large parts of the Indian Ocean recording warmer than
average sea surface temperatures (Bureau of Meteorology
2020), coinciding with the breeding event.
Table 1 shows the south-western Australian breeding
records for Red-tailed Tropicbirds. Breeding sites in the
south west have all, to varying degrees, been in areas not
readily accessible to humans and in locations separated
from the mainland. For example, Sugarloaf Rock is
offshore from Cape Naturaliste and the Houtman Abrolhos
Islands are part of a continental island chain ~ 65 km
from the mainland. Therefore, it is possible there are
more unrecorded breeding events than shown in Table 1.
Birdata holds 21 records of the species since 1991 (BirdLife
Australia 2021).
Rottnest Island, which is heavily impacted by summer
visitors, indicates that any future breeding attempts would
need to be closely monitored and protected. Red-tailed
Tropicbirds have been recorded on the island previously so
there is an expectation that the combination of successful
breeding in 2021, a secure, undisturbed breeding site, and
the nest site fidelity, could result in future breeding on the
island (Table 1), particularly, in years when there is a La
Nina event.

While there are unsubstantiated reports of predation
to Red-tailed Tropicbirds by Osprey (Pandion haliaetus,
Tarburton 1977) and White-bellied Sea-Eagles (Aquila
audax, Surman and Nicholson 2009), the greatest threats
to breeding on Rottnest Island are, probably, human
disturbance and Australian Raven (Corvus coronoides).
Rottnest Island Authority has first-hand experience
with these issues and has success in overcoming the
first of these threats. However, the island supports an
overpopulation of Australian Raven, a likely chick predator,
so human presence could attract this species’ attention to
nest sites. Australian Raven were observed predating large
Greater Crested Tern, (Thalasseus bergii), chicks from
the colony in 2020/21, and are known to injure and kill
Quokka joeys, reinforcing the potential threat. Therefore, it
is suggested that any further nesting attempts be carefully
monitored and protected.
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THREATS TO NESTING TROPICBIRDS
Tropicbirds are highly aerial birds, being strong flyers
that are spectacular in flight. But in stark contrast, they
are ungainly on the ground, because they are unable to
walk. Nesting Red-tailed Tropicbirds are therefore highly
susceptible to disturbance and predation by a range of
predators including cats, rats, ravens, raptors and ants
(Marchant and Higgins 1990; Willacy et al. in press).
What does this mean for tropicbirds attempting to breed
on Rottnest? First, the number of people visiting Rottnest
means that disturbance is likely, especially if people
are going off the marked roads and tracks. Second, the
artificially high number of Australian Ravens is a serious
threat. In combination, these two factors could be
disastrous for the tropicbirds.
Crows and ravens are well known as intelligent birds, which
makes them important predators of nesting birds. For
example, ravens in eastern Australia are known to follow
humans to nest sites, resulting in predation events once
the humans have moved away (P. Fullagar pers. comm.).
Being very intelligent, ravens also have well developed
abilities to work cooperatively; for example, individuals of
the Common Raven in Europe work cooperatively with their
friends, but not with their foes (Massen et al. 2015). As a
more worrying example, a pair of Australian Ravens has
been known to ‘gang up’ on nesting Red-tailed Tropicbirds at
Sugarloaf Rock Nature Reserve, near Cape Naturaliste, when
tropicbirds nested there in the 1990s. Kim Williams (Dept of
Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions) observed a pair
of ravens working cooperatively to take eggs or chicks from
adults. The ravens would first find a sitting bird. Then, one
raven would harass the tropicbird from one side, tempting
the tropicbird to lunge out in defence, while the other
raven would come in from the other side and grab the egg
or chick from the sitting bird. Later, Kim modified some of
the nesting sites so that they could only be accessed from
one direction, which seemed to prevent further predation
at those sites. This could be done at Sugarloaf because
the individual nest sites were known, they were used in
successive seasons, and they could be modified because
they were under rock ledges or shrubs with scope to alter
access points. However, not all nest sites can be modified
easily, and at some sites (such as on Rottnest) this would
probably be difficult to achieve without further disturbance.

It would be wonderful if tropicbirds were to continue to nest
on Rottnest and become a regular attraction there. However,
if we really want that, it will be especially important that we
Vanderwerf, E.A., and Young, L.C. (2014). Breeding biology respect any management measures that the Rottnest Island
Authority puts in place for tropicbirds, and that we are not
of Red-tailed Tropicbirds Phaethon rubricauda and
response to predator control on O'ahu, Hawai'i. Marine tempted to go near any suspected or likely nest sites. In
the absence of responsible birding practices, tropicbirds
Ornithology 42, 73-76.
could easily be lost from the site, but if we all recognise the
Suzanne Mather and Claire Greenwell needs of the birds, hopefully they will remain there to breed
successfully into the future.
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BirdLife WA Committees
VACANCY OF THE ROLE OF CHAIR BWA
The Chair of the BirdLife WA Executive Committee (BWA EC), which is entirely voluntary, provides leadership for the
BWA Branch of BirdLife Australia, representing the interest of members and supporters in Western Australia. The Chair is
required to be a member of BirdLife Australia.
The Chair takes overall responsibility for the Executive Committee’s operation and acts as the main point of contact with
the rest of the organisation. The amount of time required of the Chair is variable and roles can be delegated to other
members of the committee.
It is a challenging role that will suit an experienced person who is passionate about birds and bird conservation in WA and
is looking to make a difference. This role requires a high degree of managerial experience together with previous board
experience, in particular not for profits, preferably in an office bearer role.
If you are interested in applying for this position, or want to know any more about the role, please contact either of
the Vice Chairs; Dr Beth Walker bethwalker.bwavicechair@birdlife.org.au or mobile 0407 191 711 or Dr Mike Bamford,
bamford.consulting@iinet.net.au or 0400 802 692.

Requirements
The Chair is expected to: Ensure compliance with the Constitution of BirdLife Australia; Ensure compliance with Birdlife
Australia governance, policies and procedures; Be accountable to the BirdLife Australia CEO and Members; Chair EC
meetings and the AGM in a manner which values participation and contributions from other members (or to appoint
another member of the Committee when unable to attend); Work with the EC to implement BirdLife Australia’s Strategy
and Operating Plan and develop Annual Plans; Work with BirdLife Australia employees to deliver its priority research
and conservation programs; Work with the Network Development Coordinator, participate (or delegate participation to a
representative) in network teleconferences and the annual Network meeting in Melbourne; Encourage local participation
of Members and supporters; and Represent the branch professionally at a local level, or area of expertise; Have a strong
interest in nature, conservation and/or birdlife; and Have experience in people management.

BIRDLIFE WESTERN AUSTRALIA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Mike Bamford: Mike joined BirdLife Australia (then the
RAOU) in 1979 during the first Atlas project, and has been
an active member ever since. He was on the WA committee
from 1995 to 2011, was Chair of the WA Group from 2002
to 2005 and again from 2015 to 2018, and sat on national
council from 2005 to 2011.
Mike studied biology at Murdoch University from 1977-1980
and in 1986 completed his PhD on the impact of fire upon
small vertebrates (including birds) in banksia woodland.
Upon completion of his PhD he and his wife, Mandy,
established a small business as consulting zoologists and
environmental educators. In addition, Mike is an occasional
lecturer in Zoology at Curtin and Murdoch Universities in
Perth. Mike wrote the weekly science and environment
column (The Wild Side) that ran from 1997 to 2003 in The
West Australian, and he and Mandy are regulars on ABC
radio. He is also a scientific illustrator, having contributed to
some of the HANZAB volumes and to the New Atlas.
Mike is Vice-Chair of the WA Executive Committee in order
to help with the steady growth of BirdLife. His vision for the
organisation is for it to continue to expand as a body that
is basically about conservation of birds and the Australian
landscape, through supporting birdwatchers, encouraging
research, engaging in conservation and raising the profile of
birds in the wider community.
Betty Bryant: From an early age Betty demonstrated
an interest in birdlife and the bush. Her aunt studied
botany, and her grandparents owned a holiday cottage in
Darlington. Scarlet Robins were a frequent visitor to the
gardens.
In 1979 Betty contributed to the RAOU’s Atlas project.
Betty has a BA from UWA and has been a secondary
mathematics and literature teacher in a range of schools,
including 12 years spent in the Goldfields of WA.
Betty has been a BirdLife Australia member since 2017,
and with retirement approaching, she is keen to divert
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her energies to BirdLife WA. Of particular interest is the
urban environment and Betty has a desire to see a greater
awareness amongst the public for the need of biodiversity in
our city. As infill becomes more common, keeping corridors
of vegetation available is increasingly important. People’s
verges and front yards (or balconies) can all contribute to
an environment where insects and birdlife are able to move
about our city.
Alasdair Bulloch: Alasdair’s fascination with birds and their
wellbeing goes back to his childhood days in Africa and the
plentiful number of species in and around the family farm.
It wasn’t until semi-retirement that Alasdair was able to
devote more time to birdwatching and BirdLife WA activities.
Alasdair became a member of BirdLife Australia in 2012.
He joined the Great Western Woodlands (GWW) Committee
in 2013 and became Chair in 2015. He with other active
volunteers, have overseen the continuation of bird
surveys in the GWW after the end of the bird research and
conservation project by BirdLife Australia and The Nature
Conservancy ended in 2014. He has been particularly active
in our campaign to save the Helena and Aurora Range
from mining and the desire to have the jewel made into an
‘A’ Class reserve. The GWW Committee was a successful
recipient in 2018 for an ABEF grant to analyse the bird data
results over the past six years of surveys. He joined BirdLife
WA Executive Committee in 2017 and is on the Finance
Committee. He shares his enthusiasm towards birding and
habitat conservation with other members.
Mark Henryon: Mark’s childhood interest in birds became
an active pastime when he lived and worked in Denmark
(Europe). Mark has been on the Executive Committee for
eight years. He is also on the sub-committee for the Great
Western Woodlands, where he was particularly active
in our campaign to save the Helena and Aurora Range
from mining. Mark has a PhD in Animal Science from the
University of Western Australia. When not engaged in
BirdLife activities, he works as a geneticist for the Danish
Agriculture and Food Council.
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Brendan Kinsella: Brendan joined BirdLife in 1994 and
has participated in many activities since then. His interest
in birds and advocating on their behalf has grown from an
interest in childhood to a passion now as a retiree.
Since retiring in 2017, from thirty years in the education
game Brendan has been an active member of the
Community Engagement Committee. Brendan has more
than ten years experience with Cocky Counting and
volunteering at The Stirling Range Retreat. Brendan has
also been a volunteer Citizen Scientist with the Conservation
Council for the last three years.

that supports and protects the rights of older people in aged
care facilities.
A regular volunteer with BirdLife WA, including joining the
BirdLife WA Executive Committee in 2017 and since 2018,
their Committee Secretary.
I am currently on the Bitterns and Community Engagement
Committees and was involved with the Sales Committee.
In 2019 I joined the Executive Committee of the
Conservation Council of WA as the Honorary Secretary.

For the last four years I have volunteered for Mission
Australia’s ‘Christmas in the Park’ event which aims to bring
Viv Read: Viv first joined the former RAOU in the 1970s
together people who are doing it tough, to enjoy a meal and
while farming in the south-west. He has continued his
companionship.
interest in ornithology in part professionally and as a private
interest.
Graeme Sheppard: Graeme has a Bachelor of Accounting
Viv undertook study in Applied Ecology in Canberra during
& Taxation with Curtin University and more recently
which time he led the college Field Naturalist Group which
completed a Diploma of Financial Planning with the Monarch
included bird surveys and research involvement. He also
Institute.
undertook a student project based in a village in PNG,
He recently retired after 37 years of service for a major
focussed on revegetation of degraded forest landscapes.
international oil and gas company working predominately in
Post-graduate studies at ANU in collaboration with CSIRO
Perth but also completed expatriate assignments in Angola,
were focused on community-based faunal survey methods. Kazakhstan, and PNG.
This included extensive bird and mammal surveys in eastern
Graeme has a strong corporate finance background and has
states.
spent several years preparing business plans and strategic
He was then employed in South Australia to undertake the
plans, an aspect that will add value to the Treasurer role.
preliminary ecological study of Stick-nest Rats (Leporillus
conditor and L. apicalis), including research on the Franklin
Islands in the Nuyts Archipelago south of Ceduna.

Returning to WA in 1984, Viv undertook landscape
management research at UWA and was then employed
both privately and in the public sector over 25 years
including the early periods of Landcare and natural
resource management. He was active in initiating three of
the regional NRM groups and has worked as a consultant
with many. His focus has ranged from river, remnant
vegetation, dieback and salinity management with
emphasis on strategic action planning and community
group development. He has led local and national initiatives
for community engagement leading to behaviour change
outcomes.
More recently, Viv completed a six year period as Director
of Invasive Species with the (former) Department of
Agriculture and Food WA.
Viv has occupied the role of Chair of the BirdLife WA
Executive Committee for the past three years and will
not be continuing in this role but has nominated for a
committee member position.
Lou Scampoli: I am a retired accountant who has
worked predominately in the mining and engineering
and construction industry in Western Australia. I am on
the retirees member list of CPA Australia and an affiliate
member of the Governance Institute of Australia.
Prior to retiring I was a contractor for ASX listed mineral
exploration companies providing accounting and financial
management support. Before becoming a contractor,
I held a full-time position with a well-known West
Australian engineering and construction company, joining
their international division, responsible for the financial
management of overseas projects and operations.
I have dedicated time to volunteering over the years,
including a stint on the Committee of the Gliding Club of
WA located at Cunderdin and a board member of Advocare
Incorporated. Advocare Inc. is a state and federally funded
independent, community based, not for profit organisation
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 178 June 2021

Since retiring, he has been looking for opportunities to give
back to the community by volunteering his services for “not
for profit” organizations. Graeme believes being elected as
Treasurer for BirdLife WA has given him that opportunity to
apply his years of experience and contribute to the success
of the organization.
Rochelle Steven: I am currently employed by WWFAustralia as the Species Conservation Project Coordinator
for the Southwest region. Most of my work is centred
on project management for threatened species in this
region, but I also contribute to the planning, design and
implementation of WWF projects across Australia. My
previous professional experience includes working as
a postdoctoral researcher for University of Queensland
(Threatened Species Recovery Hub) and prior to completing
my studies in ecology and conservation I worked in the
retail sales sector for over ten years. I have expertise in
birds, protected area management, nature-based tourism
and recreation, connections between people and nature,
Australian vegetation assessments and restoration and
community outreach and engagement in conservation.
I am also amassing a significant body of experience in
stakeholder engagement, relationship brokering and multisectoral facilitation. My foundation degree was a Bachelor
of Science (Ecology and Conservation Biology), followed by
Honours and PhD projects related to birds, birdwatching and
tourism at Griffith University on the Gold Coast.
One of the areas I am most passionate about is sharing my
love of nature with as many people as possible! Whether
that be via radio or public speaking engagements, it is
wonderful to be able to tell exciting stories about the unique
flora and fauna of Australia. I also love spending time in
nature, whether that be in the outback or an urban park.
Birding, diving and snorkelling are among my favourite
nature-based activities. Apart from my passion for nature, I
am also a lover of food and wine, travel, yoga and arts and
crafts.
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Jennifer Sumpton: Jennifer was a silent member of
BirdLife Australia for a number of years before going on
her first campout to Mt Gibson in 2010 and that began
her enthusiasm for birding. She has participated in many
excursions and campouts since, on a regular basis. She
is a very keen photographer and contributes regularly to
Western Australian Bird Notes. She began coordinating
BirdLife stalls at country shows to promote awareness and
find roosting sites for the Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo Project.
She is passionate about environmental issues. She brings
organisational skills, decision making skills, reliability, team
work and passion to assist the BirdLife organisation. She
has a B.Ed. and was a primary school teacher for over 30
years.
Jennifer has completed five years on the BirdLife Executive
Committee. She is on the Excursions and Sales Committees.

Beth Walker: Beth has been a member of BirdLife since
2011 and has been on the WA Community Education
Committee since 2018. Beth is an enthusiastic bird
photographer.
Beth has an extensive business background, including
working in managerial positions in several multinational
companies in the UK as well as in her family business there.
Beth has a 1st Class Honours degree in Marketing and
a Doctor of Philosophy. She was Professor of Business
Enterprise at Edith Cowan University. She also held the
position of Director of the Small and Medium Enterprise
Research Centre and as the Associate Dean, Research and
Higher Degrees at ECU. She had held honorary positions at
Victoria University, RMIT and is currently a Senior Honorary
Research Fellow at UWA.
Beth also has extensive committee experience including:
• Member of the City of Subiaco Economic & Business
Sustainability Advisory Committee (2016-17)
• Member State Ministerial Advisory Committee for
Women and Local Government (2003-2012)
• Chairperson Swan Catchment Council Sustainable
Development Light Industry Reference Group (2005-9)
• Member Swan Catchment Council (2005-9).
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METROPOLITAN BIRD GEOGRAPHY NO. 4
Spotted Scrubwren (White-browed Scrubwren)
In 2018 Janette Norman of Southern Cross University
published a paper (Norman et al. 2018) that examined
speciation in the scrubwren genus Sericornis. Based on
molecular analyses, she and her co-workers found that the
south-west WA and western SA populations split off from
populations elsewhere in Australia 2.5 million years ago.
It is therefore a lineage distinct from that of the Whitebrowed Scrubwren and Tasmanian Scrubwren. Their paper
decisively confirmed the validity of the Spotted Scrubwren:
Sericornis maculatus, just as John Gould recognised and
named it in 1847.
As the map demonstrates, this species is distributed widely
across the Perth metropolitan region, persisting where its
habitat requirement for dense cover is satisfied. Before
suburbia was created it would therefore have occurred
primarily in thickets around lakes, along the Swan and
Canning Rivers, in coastal dunes, and in Tuart woodland
with patches of dense shrubs. It was absent from banksia
woodland (Stranger 2008).

The coastal dunes have always been recognised as where
the species is most common, beginning with observations
in the 1910s by W.B. Alexander (ornithologist at the WA
Museum), and those from the 1920s to the 1940s by D.L.
Serventy. Spotted Scrubwrens are readily located there,
often in association with the Variegated Fairy-wren (see
Douglas and Abbott 2020).
Spotted Scrubwrens have not been recorded (except as
vagrant) in what appears to be suitable habitat at Herdsman
Lake, Shenton Bushland (Shenton Park), Irwin Barracks
(Karrakatta), Bedbrook Place (Shenton Park) or Underwood
Avenue Bushland (Shenton Park). So far there are no
records from Point Fraser (Perth) or Perry Lakes Reserve.
The distribution of the species on the islands of south-west
WA is instructive. Its absence from islands smaller than c.
60 ha is suggestive of the minimum area of suitable habitat
needed to maintain a stable population during several
thousand years. Although family groups of scrubwrens
usually occupy permanent territories of less than 2 ha, for
long term success they need to occur as part of a larger
neighbourhood to allow for dispersal and recruitment. So,
although this species has been recorded in many smaller
patches of vegetation along the north side of the Swan
River between Point Direction (North Fremantle) and Pelican
Point (Crawley), these populations appear to be very
small, and thus should be considered as vulnerable to local
extinction.
Scrubwrens rarely disperse great distances even in intact
habitats and are considered not capable of crossing large
patches of unsuitable habitat. However, where suitable
corridors exist in the urban landscape matrix, scrubwrens
can recolonise previously unsuitable areas. As a result of
extensive and substantial revegetation along the Swan
River and elsewhere, Spotted Scrubwrens have been able
to establish in suitable habitat when it becomes available:
Kings Park (2013, in dense regeneration in an area burnt by
wildfire in 2009), Lake Claremont (2014, around the lake in
some areas revegetated in 2009), Cottesloe Native Garden
(2018), Pelican Point (Crawley, 2018), Birdwood Bushland
and Point Resolution (Dalkeith, 2018), and Toni di Scerni
Pathway (Mount Lawley, 2019). They have not yet, however,
been recorded in the 20 year old revegetation between Lake
Monger and the Mitchell Freeway, even though Variegated
Fairy-wrens have established there.
References
Douglas, T. and Abbott, I. (2020). Metropolitan bird
geography no. 2. Variegated Fairy-wren. Western
Australian Bird Notes 176, 8.
Norman, J. A., Christidis, L. and Schodde, R. (2018).
Ecological and evolutionary diversification in the
Australo-Papuan scrubwrens (Sericornis) and mousewarblers (Crateroscelis), with a revision of the
subfamily Sericornithinae (Aves: Passeriformes:
Acanthizidae). Organisms Diversity and Evolution 18,
241–259.
Stranger, R. (2008). Notes on some birds of Bold Park.
Western Australian Bird Notes 127, 16–17.
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Figure 1: Spotted Scrubwren records from the Perth
metropolitan region, coloured by year of sighting (Birdata
extract, April 2021). Note newer sightings obscure older
ones, but the bulk of the records are from 2000 to present.
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STAFF NEWS
Adam Peck is moving on from his current role at BirdLife after five years as Black-Cockatoo Project
Coordinator. Adam is taking on a new role at The Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and
Attractions in the Aboriginal Ranger Program. He may continue to work at BirdLife as a casual,
although this has yet to be confirmed.
This from Adam: “I have loved working on black-cockatoos with BirdLife. I’m proud of what we’ve
achieved over the years. I say we because I owe so much to BirdLife’s amazing volunteers who
have helped me with the cocky count, breeding surveys, revegetation and more. I’ll miss the work
but feel it’s time to move on. Merryn Pryor and a new recruit will I’m sure continue the excellent
work BirdLife does in this field”.
Photo courtsey of Adam Peck

PORT HEDLAND SALTWORKS SHOREBIRD SURVEY 2020
Since 2012, Dampier Salt Ltd (DSL) (a Rio Tinto
business unit) and BirdLife Western Australia (BWA) have
partnered to conduct annual surveys of the shorebirds
of the Port Hedland Saltworks located in the north west
of Western Australia. Results from earlier surveys have
been summarised by O’Connor (2019). The Port Hedland
Saltworks is a Key Biodiversity Area (KBA) for Red-necked
Stint and Sharp-tailed Sandpiper because they support >1%
of the world population of these species. It is also the most
important known Australian site for Broad-billed Sandpiper
and the endangered Asian Dowitcher. The shorebird data
also contributes to BirdLife Australia’s National Shorebirds
Monitoring project.
The 2020 survey was conducted by BWA volunteers Frank
O’Connor, Jeremy Ringma and Holly Kirk. Mark Henryon
coordinated the survey for BWA. Access to the site was
facilitated by Chris Parker, the DSL Environmental Advisor.
While the shorebirds were the highest priority to be
counted, all waterbirds and raptors were counted, and a
list of all other bird species was recorded. This article only
reports on the shorebirds. The full report can be obtained
from the BWA office.
Compared with previous years, the 2020 result was
significantly the lowest total with 3169 shorebirds of
27 species. This included 905 shorebirds that were not
identified. This is a high 28.5% of the total (compared
to 7.3% in 2019 and 8.4% in 2018). Trans-equatorial
migratory shorebirds are covered by international
conservation agreements. There were 2591 trans-equatorial
migratory shorebirds of 23 species although this would
include some Red-capped Plovers in the ‘Unidentified
shorebirds’ total, and 578 non-migratory shorebirds of four
species. The count for each species is shown in Table 1 and
compared to previous years.
The overall total of 3169 shorebirds is an inexplicably low
total. This is about 20% of what was expected. Why? The
number of non-migratory shorebirds is 578. This is well
down on the previous two years but it is comparable to the
three years before that. The Banded Stilt had departed. The
Red-capped Plover (527) is well down on the exceptional
number in 2019 (1514) but higher than the four years
before that. The Red-necked Avocet had almost all gone.
So the dramatic drop is mostly due to low numbers of the
migratory species. The three dominant species (Red-necked
Stint, Sharp-tailed Sandpiper and Curlew Sandpiper) were
all about 10% of what was expected. What makes this low
number very difficult to understand and interpret is that the
count at Dampier was close to the highest (O’Connor et al.
2021).
The saltworks are a KBA for Red-necked Stint and Sharptailed Sandpiper, and it exceeded the 1% population
threshold for Red-capped Plover (950) in 2019. Red-necked
Stint (394) failed to even reach the nationally significant
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level of 0.1% for the first time. Sharp-tailed Sandpiper
(257) failed to make the 1% level (850) for the first time.
Red-capped Plover (527) comfortably reached the 0.1%
nationally significant level (95) as it has every year.
Some of this low number might be explained by the Intakes
2 pumps being shut down for six weeks in the recent past,
but this should only explain the low numbers at Magic
Point in Pond 0. The numbers were also well down in the
eastern part of the lease. There were no Asian Dowitcher
or Broad-billed Sandpiper at Magic Point. Half or more
of the godwits and dowitchers at Magic Point are usually
roosting and not feeding, and so the shutdown should not
have affected them. Many of the small shorebirds usually
feed when they come to Magic Point at high tide, so the
shutdown could have affected these species. Where were
the missing birds? Many of the birds come into the saltworks
from the tidal creeks and coastal mudflats adjacent to the
saltworks. Maybe they roosted somewhere else, but apart
from Magic Point, nothing else seemed to be different this
year. We counted later this year, so maybe the area near
Port Hedland is a staging area for birds passing through?
But if this is the case then you would think that this would
apply to Dampier which it didn’t. Port Hedland is the most
significant site in Australia for Asian Dowitcher through to
when they migrate north in March.
The bottom line is that we cannot properly explain the low
number of shorebirds. The proposal for 2021 is to count at
the same time, so it will be very interesting to compare.
November has proved to be significantly better than
October, and we cannot believe that December would be
significantly worse than November (and October).
There were record numbers of Oriental Pratincole (140),
Marsh Sandpiper (121), Common Greenshank (70) and
Sanderling (22) but these are not significant in the bigger
picture. Red-capped Plover runners were seen twice during
the survey. This was the only breeding record during this
survey.
There were 905 shorebirds that were not identified. These
were almost all on the mudflats outside the actual saltworks
well before high tide. They were very distant, but most were
likely to be Red-capped Plover, Red-necked Stint, probably
sand plovers, and a few other small shorebirds.
References
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Table 1 Shorebirds at the Port Hedland RTM lease and adjacent mudflats (2012-2020).
Oct
2012
Aust. Pied Oystercatcher*
Banded Stilt*

Oct
2013

Oct
2014

3

12

Oct
2015
11

Oct
2016
25

Oct
2017
7

Nov
2018

Nov
2019

Dec
2020

20

24

13

3

58

7494

17

66

11

0

4051

5797

0

Red-necked Avocet*

147

340

482

132

170

279

84

324

8

Pied Stilt*

127

264

103

56

71

101

130

105

40

22

9

16

16

9

12

13

16

2

1

2

3

12

1

5

2

3

5

Red-capped Plover*

821

219

653

234

178

199

204

1514

527

Lesser Sand Plover

121

54

109

57

20

817

1248

30

137

19

163

26

47

23

94

13

11

20

392

10

141

1230

0

0

712

1420

168

Grey Plover
Pacific Golden Plover

Greater Sand Plover
Oriental Plover
Black-fronted Dotterel*

1

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Red-kneed Dotterel*

11

44

1

0

0

35

26

1

0

Whimbrel

40

89

34

70

25

66

22

34

37

1

0

151

0

0

0

0

2

5

Little Curlew
Far Eastern Curlew
Bar-tailed Godwit
Black-tailed Godwit

42

33

15

42

21

121

40

26

40

242

311

325

453

525

335

1139

330

170

3

1

0

0

1

0

0

0

0

Ruddy Turnstone

11

46

23

19

29

45

9

7

22

Great Knot

26

21

4

103

21

160

1220

430

11

0

0

17

13

10

0

30

15

0

Red Knot
Ruff

0

0

0

0

0

1

0

2

0

Broad-billed Sandpiper

487

537

273

275

275

216

63

44

7

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper

1100

3543

3885

2115

837

1366

834

2899

257

344

806

662

280

710

504

192

369

28

0

0

1

17

0

0

0

2

1

2590

2846

2215

700

1243

1434

5142

4340

394

1

2

18

3

0

6

1

0

22

Curlew Sandpiper
Long-toed Stint
Red-necked Stint
Sanderling
Pectoral Sandpiper

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

13

47

125

43

50

70

127

46

0

Red-necked Phalarope

0

4

2

0

0

47

17

20

0

Terek Sandpiper

3

1

1

10

0

2

1

11

5

Asian Dowitcher

4

3

25

10

4

6

3

1

5

Grey-tailed Tattler

Common Sandpiper

45

50

16

25

6

27

13

3

19

Common Greenshank

24

34

1

46

30

36

31

43

70

Marsh Sandpiper

10

39

14

44

10

2

4

20

121

Australian Pratincole*

5

0

0

16

0

88

1

6

0

Oriental Pratincole

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

140

1802

1588

2135

1615

103

1553

1404

976

905

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

440

0

Yearly Totals

8516

18 612

11 504

7774

4390

7647

16 800

19 300

3169

Migratory Shorebirds

7343

10 239

10 237

7245

3953

6925

12 280

11 540

2591

Non Migratory*

1173

8373

1267

529

437

722

4520

7760

578

31

29

31

29

25

28

30

32

27

Unidentified shorebirds
Sand Plover sp.

# of Species
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WABN Crossword, No. 47				

Revised by Pam Agar

CLUES
1

ACROSS
1. Important length in
binoculars
4. Cross-breed
8. Dove of northern WA
9. To incubate
10. Colour marking
11. Initial attempt at
report
12. To seek food among
leaves
14. Developing feather
15. Oceanic bird

18. No birds? Enjoy this
instead
20. Young wader
21. Longest, strongest
feathers
23. Digestive tract
26. To clap bill
27. A threat to NZ birds
29. Inappropriate
30. Allow
32. Not at all difficult
33. Rate is high among
young birds

2

3

4

5

6

7
8

9
10

11
12
15

16

13

14

17

18
19

DOWN
2. Seabird nest site
maybe
3. A hollow one may be
a nest site too
4. Structure to conceal
watchers
5. Black cockatoo of
south-west WA
6. Fledgling attempts
to do this may be
clumsy
7. State of waterbird
eggs
9. Bush excursion site
south of Perth
13. Ground cover (two
words)

15. Part name of BAWA
office
17. Alaudidae family
19. Much noise by
honeyeaters may be
one
22. Unusual bill shape
24. Rains heavily
25. Area of survey
28. Widespread
waterfowl
31. To speak

20

21
22

23

24

25

26
27

29

28
30

32

31

33

BIRDLIFE WA COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT COMMITTEE
WINTER BIRD CLASS
10th JULY 2021
Are you new to Birdwatching or BirdLife? or just interested in learning more about birds?
....... Then this is for YOU!
WHERE:
WHEN :
WHATS ON:

WA ECO CENTRE, 167 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat
Sat – July 10th 9:00am -12:00noon
Birdwatchers-as diverse as the birds they watch. Dr Rochelle Steven

Bird Calls:
Bird Identification:
Chair:

Rod Smith Brendan Kinsella
Raptors; Frank O’Connor
Dr Lorraine Marshall

REGISTRATION:
COST:
BOOKING:

8.45am
$25. – morning tea included
online Eventbrite. Find the registration page by searching WINTER BIRD CLASS BLWA

Numbers are limited so please register early to avoid disappointment.
Registrations are NOT available on the day due to COVID restrictions.

All Welcome

*************
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BirdLife WA Reports
VICE-CHAIRS REPORT
The 2021 AGM, held on 22nd February, saw some changes
on the Executive Committee (EC), with the departure of Bev
Winterton and Andrew Hobbs, but with five new incoming
members: Graeme Sheppard (Treasurer), Betty Bryant,
Brendan Kinsella, Lynne Miles and Dr Rochelle Steven.
Immediate past Chair Viv Read remains on the EC (and very
active), and his role is currently replaced by two joint ViceChairs: Beth Walker and Mike Bamford. Beth is a relative
newcomer to BWA and the EC and brings to us a lifetime’s
experience in business. Mike has been a BA member since
1978 and has been on and off the EC since the early 1990s,
with two stints as Chair. The EC therefore comes with a
range of people and experience.
The role of the EC is to coordinate BirdLife activities in WA.
That can often mean letting good people get on with their
role, whether they be paid staff or volunteers. However,
not a day seems to go by without some email traffic that
requires attention; on top of the monthly EC meetings that
we try to keep down to two hours. Following are examples
of items on our agenda over the last few months.
Strategic planning
The national organisation has a ‘Strategy and Operating
Plan’ and anyone from the corporate world would recognise
the language used. We have a Vision, Mission and Promise.
These are about ensuring our birds are protected, valued
and don’t become extinct. There are all sorts of actions and
goals below these to ensure we meet our Vision, Mission
and Promise. While this might seem all very ‘business’ and
a long way from bird-watching or taking photographs, you
don’t have to look very long at anything we do to see the
connection; and if not…why not? It is the role of the EC to
ensure we don’t lose sight of the ultimate reason for BA’s
existence.
Accommodation
Mundane but essential. We have been talking about new
accommodation to replace the aging Peregrine House for
at least seven years, and recent progress has been made.
Having a more or less permanent, built-for-purpose home
would be great for us (and would help us meet our Vision,
etc). There is much still to be decided, but we have the
support of the Botanic Parks and Gardens Authority and the
Board of BirdLife Australia. We are still looking at a joint
facility with the WA Naturalists’ Club and a location close to
where we are now. Meanwhile, we have to keep the current
office ticking along.

Covid 19 and Occupational Health and Safety
We have to look after our members, visitors and staff;
anyone can go off birdwatching by themselves, but as soon
as they are part of something organised by BA we have a
duty of care. It is important that we meet our obligations
whilst intruding on people’s enjoyment as little as possible.
Covid 19 has added to the challenge.
Financial planning
As with any business, finances are never far from our
minds. Money in the bank may be doing nothing for the
birds, but we can’t do anything for the birds without money.
Therefore, achieving an effective balance is crucial and
probably not something that can be readily agreed upon.
Projects and other activities
At every EC meeting, we briefly review all the activities
that BA gets up to in WA: bitterns, urban birds, shorebirds,
black-cockatoos, Western Ground Parrot, Aussie Backyard
Bird Count, Birds on Farms, Birdata, community
engagement, sales, excursions, campouts, meetings,
Western Australian Bird Notes, lorikeets. We also consider,
or should consider, what is missing. The grand Vision,
Mission and Promise are all very well, but it is actions that
count.
Last year we changed the name of the Community
Education Committee to the Community Engagement
Committee, to better reflect what we do. Whilst the CEC
continues to do school visits and talks, and walks to
community groups, some other partnerships have been
formed. We had two talks and walks in conjunction with the
National Trust, one at #1 Pump Station in Mundaring, and
one at Strawberry Hill Farm in Albany.
Another initiative is a monthly community walk, in
partnership with the Gould League. This will be every third
Sunday at Herdsman Lake, and the target market is new
members and the public. If established BirdLife members
want to help out as walk leaders, they can contact Annette
Park.
If anyone has any comments or suggestions about new
things to do, or ways to improve what we currently do,
please feel free to contact Mike (bamford.consulting@iinet.
net.au) or Beth (bethwalker12@gmail.com). We are always
interested in the views of our members.
Happy birding
Dr Mike Bamford and Dr Beth Walker

WATERBIRDS OF THE LESCHENAULT ESTUARY, 2018-2020
Origins of the present study
While giving feedback to a former staff member of the
Leschenault Catchment Council (LCC) respecting an LCC
Field Day I had attended, the then CEO, Dr J. Fisher, asked
if I could volunteer any services for the LCC. Given that
bird numbers and species variety are widely held to be
an indicator of environmental health and some twenty
national Governments in Europe use wild birds to assess
the sustainability of human resource use (Gregory and
Strien 2010) and that to my knowledge no base-line study
of the waterbirds of the Leschenault Estuary had ever been
undertaken, I expressed the view that the LCC lacked the
fundamental bird numbers knowledge against which any
future changes could be monitored.

This study was confined to the foreshores and waters of the
present titled Leschenault Estuary and did not count any
waterbirds using the pools, creeks and grasslands beyond
the foreshores.
Previous relevant Leschenault Estuary information
available
The present Leschenault Estuary area had never been a
reserve and had been used for cattle pasture from early
in the history of WA. The area would have been similar
to what in Europe would be termed water-meadows. As a
consequence, such bird studies as were made of Reserves
and Parks were not undertaken for the Leschenault Estuary.

Under the impact of urbanisation and more intensive
agricultural activity in the catchment (that of the Collie
I volunteered to obtain a basis for future comparisons, using
and Preston Rivers) the estuary water deteriorated with
the survey standard of once a month for three years.
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algal blooms. It was decided to re-open the estuary to the
sea through an opening in the western dunes, (The Cut).
This was first opened in 1951, but subsequently dredged in
1966, changing the estuary from intermittent fresh water to
permanent sea water.
After the dredging of The Cut in 1966, several studies were
carried out respecting the estuary, principally concerning
the water circulation, the benthic flora and fauna, water
temperature, salinity and substrate. Those of particular
value in respect of this study were CSIRO Coastal
Environmental Modelling Team (2012), Wurm and Semeniuk
(2000) and Charteris and Deeley (2000).

notably more difficult to observe in the water, especially if
wind waves are present.
The migratory shorebirds and the waders, especially
Great Egret and White-faced Heron, are always present in
much greater numbers at low tide.
Effort was made to count at low tide, particularly in
spring-summer, when migratory waders are present.
However, given the absence of official information, the
time difference of the tides south to north, low tides at
times of low light or darkness, together with the weather,
winds and personal availability, it was impossible to
achieve a consistent tide level for bird counting. An added
difficulty was that counting on weekends or holidays was
impractical because of the disturbance by boats, walkers,
dogs, horses, crabbers, wind-surfers and vehicles and
their occupants on the foreshores and in the estuary.

The only recent published work respecting waterbirds
in the estuary, is by Raines et al. (2000) who, with five
others in 1987-1988, carried out surveys to determine the
importance of mosquito breeding areas for waterbirds. Their
surveys covered three months of 1987 (September, October,
3. An added difficulty during the warmer months was the
December) and six months of 1988 (February, March, May,
early occurrence of heat haze over the estuary waters,
June, August and October).
particularly over the north section, sometimes before
0830 hrs.
A total bird count (and presumably a species count)
was made, but no species numbers were published.
4. Monthly counting commenced in June 2017 and ceased
Furthermore, their study included the Leschenault Inlet,
after April 2020. Personal circumstances prevented
as now called, and ten outlying wetlands (e.g. the now
counts in November 2017, January 2018 and May 2020.
Rosamel and Morangarel Reserves and Venezia Lagoon,
By the conclusion of the survey all months had been
among others).
counted thrice, except January and May with two counts
each.
Contributors to the Raines et al. study included M. and A.
Bamford, A. Burbidge, S. McNee and D. Watkins, all still
5. Weather, time, tides and personal circumstances made
birding on.
counting all the estuary sections (see below) on the
same day impossible. While it was possible to count
Limitations of the present study
Point Mornington on the same day as the remainder
1. The estuary waters deepen towards the western shore
of the estuary on some occasions (excluding Point
(Wurm and Semeniuk 2000) and as a result of the
Douro), the counts were usually on different days.
greater depth, the western water areas are subject
Consequently, some double counting must have occurred,
to human disturbance, especially by power boats. In
especially between Points Douro and Mornington, but
addition, the western shoreline of the estuary has poor
such additional numbers are unlikely to have been of
access from the road. However, in the mornings with the
consequence.
sun in the east, larger birds on the western shores can be
The Estuary Sections counted in the Study
readily distinguished from the eastern shore by use of a
telescope. Consequently, the western shore south of the
The estuary was notionally divided into four sections for
road westward to Buffalo Beach was mainly counted in
counting/recording purposes:
this manner. This would have resulted in failure to count
some smaller birds and some sea birds known to roost at 1. Point Douro
Belvidere.
The shorelines and flats about Point Douro are particularly
important for migratory shorebirds.
2. There are no tide tables for the Leschenault Estuary.
Charteris and Deeley (2000) concluded in the course
Jane Putland undertook the counts for Point Douro by
of their work that the tides in the southern area of the
circumambulating the Point area.
estuary, including at Points Douro and Mornington, are
2. Point Mornington
some four hours later than the tides of the open ocean,
with a delay at the north of the estuary of some seven
hours. In addition, the mean tide level in the estuary
is some 3 mm above sea level, with spring tides c. 6
mm higher and neap tides c. 3 mm higher than the
standard open sea tide-tables. On the shallow shelving
eastern shores these small variations make a significant
difference. I spoke with both researchers and much
appreciate their help.

The mud/sand flats about Point Mornington, and its harbour
are also important for shorebirds. Counts were made while
walking from the southern end of the harbour to and at
the harbour entrance surrounds. The lower reaches of the
Preston River were not included.
3. The south

The estuary waters between the mouth of the Preston/Collie
Rivers, as far as the north division line as determined in
point 4 below. This section was counted from the eastern
shore from vantage points where waterbirds were present.

Charteris and Deeley (2000) carried out their work in
the summer months but in the winter months, with
frequent and strong SW and NW winds, their very helpful
4. The north
summer period observations were less accurate, making
it particularly difficult to judge the autumn/winter low tide The north of the estuary (designated as the waters north
times.
of a line from 33.22° S/115.71° E and slightly SW to a
headland on the western side), was counted separately. Old
The diving species using the estuary (Great Cormorant,
fence posts can still be seen not far north of this notional
Little Black Cormorant, Australasian Darter, Little Pied
line. The north section was counted from the eastern shore,
Cormorant, Pied Cormorant) tend to roost in trees along
positions along Buffalo Road and vantage points on the
the eastern shoreline on a rising tide, so that tide levels
southerly road leading to Buffalo Beach.
affect the numbers observed/counted, the birds being
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The north, as herein designated, tends to hypersalinity
with salinity levels being the most variable in the estuary,
especially in summer. In most seasons there is a salinity
gradient from south to north and the water in the north
tends to be warmer than further south in the estuary,
reaching 30° C in summer (Wurm and Semeniuk 2000).
Some have posited that these north-south differences of
environment create a habitat different to the remainder of
the estuary and to test this hypothesis, birds in the north as
herein designated, were counted and recorded separately to
those of the south.
It was of interest and clearly observable that the waterbirds
appeared to have cognisance of the north/south line as
determined, for a clear demarcation of avian distribution
was apparent between the designated south and the
designated north, with some occasional minor spill over
from the north into the south when the north was crowded.

the survey. The regular high concentrations of Black Swan
in the north section may be related (at least in part) to the
reported absence of sea-grass in that section. The winter
months of June, July and August had the lowest numbers of
Black Swan with averages of 739 (June), 631 (July) and 610
(August), as also noted by Raines et al. (2000). The other
months of the year averaged over 3000 Black Swan.
The greatest numbers of Black Swan in the estuary were
in the months September to February. After breeding and
raising their cygnets (ca. July-September), Black Swans
moult and become flightless, so requiring a safe place
during their flightless period.

The Leschenault Estuary appears to be used as a sanctuary
during this time, so accounting for the greater numbers in
the latter months of each year and the early months of each
following year, despite the current absence of sea-grasses.
Flight enabled and flightless Black Swan mix throughout the
estuary, as can (unfortunately) be witnessed at the flightless
All counts were bird by bird; using binoculars and telescope times, when an uncontrolled dog decides to chase nearby
as required. One estimate was made of Pacific Black Duck in Black Swans.
December 2017 in the NE section of the estuary, when heat
Black Swans require fresh drinking water. It appears that
haze made the large number of ducks indistinguishable.
most comes from small creeks and/or seeps into the
Significant Matters Deriving from the Counts
estuary, some probably in the north-east corner (not seen),
some on the eastern shore near the Leschenault Discovery
1. Variability of Bird Numbers
Centre and the rest area south of the Centre, where Black
The most significant finding of the survey was the variability Swans queue to obtain a drink. Other such watering places
of total bird numbers between months and years. In the
must occur elsewhere.
years surveyed, in eight of the months, the difference
between the lowest and highest total month counts between A Black Swan with a single young fluffy cygnet was seen
in both 2018 and 2019, on the same latitude as the
years was over 1000 birds and more than 2000 birds in
Leschenault Caravan Park, presumably after nesting on the
February, March, September and October.
western shore. No nest was seen.
Raines et al. (2000) counted bird numbers on the estuary
The estuary widens a little at the northern extremities, but
in October in successive years, 1987 and 1988. Their
the north as herein designated is only some 2-2.5 km in
total counts were 4366 (1987) and 1856 (1988), a 57%
length. The importance of the north section for both Black
difference, revealing that a significant variability of bird
Swan and other waterbirds is shown in a total north bird
numbers is not a recent phenomenon.
count of 22 735, which compares favourably with the other
The implication of these results is that an accurate
10 km of the estuary with 22 697.
assessment of bird numbers or species using the estuary
3. The importance of the Point Douro and Point
cannot be made by a count in any single given month or
Mornington foreshore areas for migratory shorebirds
year.
The differences in the numbers of non-migratory birds
appeared to have some relation to the rainfall in the
Leschenault catchment and beyond, although this would
require data over a much longer period to confirm or
otherwise.
2. The importance of the north (as defined) of
Leschenault Estuary for Black Swan and other water
birds
Black Swan in the north section comprised over 75% of the
total numbers of Black Swan in the whole estuary for 12
of the 32 months surveyed (37.5%), and over 50% of the
estuary totals for 16 of the 32 months (50%). The north
contained 100% of Black Swan on the estuary in both June
2017 and July 2019. The five highest Black Swan counts in
the north were the months of:
December 2017 (1636 of the estuary 2074 total, 79%)
February 2018 (1506 of the estuary 1929 total, 78%)
December 2018 (1285 of the estuary 1496 total, 86%)
September 2019 (3012 of the estuary 3031 total, 99%)
October 2019 (2780 of the estuary 3068 total, 91%).
During the 32 months of the survey, the north had seven
months with over 1000 Black Swan (22%), while in the
entire estuary, counts exceeded 1000 Black Swan (34%) in
only eleven of the 32 months of survey.
The only month with no Black Swan in the north was April
2018. Black Swan comprised 54.2% of the birds counted in
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 178 June 2021

Migratory shorebirds fly from their breeding grounds in
northern Asia, Siberia and Alaska to Australia where they
moult their flight feathers during October to February,
though remaining able to fly. Urban and industrial
developments along the 8000-12 000 km flyway are
reducing the staging food stops, although some are nonstop fliers. The numbers reaching Australia have declined,
making the preservation of their feeding and roosting
areas in Australia important, for these too are under threat
(e.g. Hansen et al. 2016). Twenty species of shorebirds
were recorded, including a rarity in WA and Australia, the
Eurasian Curlew.
Shorebird numbers were highest at the times of arriving in
the Leschenault area during September/October and when
leaving in February/March.
The three shorebirds most recorded during the Survey
were:
Red-necked Stint - from Siberia, with annual totals of
519, 620, 208, 135;
Red-capped Plover - a native shorebird, breeding in
Australia and in the north of the estuary, 70, 87, 1198,
135;
Grey Plover - from the high Arctic, 28, 58, 90, 21.
The annual total numbers of the other seventeen shorebird
species were mainly in single figures. Over 90% of the
shorebirds were recorded at Pt. Douro and Pt. Mornington,
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with Pt Douro much preferred. Some Red-capped Plovers
nested along the sand/mud flats north of Hans Landing,
within the south section, and in the north-east corner of
the estuary within the north section. Some shorebirds
fed among the samphire and wet scrub areas along the
southern side of Buffalo Road, usually in single numbers.
Comparison of Results with those of Raines et al.
(2000)
In their report, Raines et al. (2000) counted birds from the
Leschenault Inlet estuary, apparently including species from
the now Leschenault Inlet in the estuary total, as well as
adjacent wetlands. As a consequence, their recorded total
numbers and species could be expected to be a little greater
than those recorded in the current 2018-2020 survey.
Species recorded in this early survey and not seen in the
recent surveys were:
White-necked Heron (a freshwater species)
Australasian Grebe (a freshwater species)
Spotless Crake (a freshwater species)
Black-fronted Dotterel (a freshwater species)
Grey-tailed Tattler (a shorebird migrant from Siberia).
The variability of the monthly counts (see above) makes it
problematic to draw firm conclusions from the above
figures. As noted above, two October counts by Raines et al.
(2000) had a numbers difference of 57%, (with totals of
4366 and 1856), but a comparison of the surveys could
possibly be suggestive of a slight decline in both numbers
and species from 1987/1988.
Monthly numbers and species comparisons with Raines et
al. (2000):
Average
number of
individuals
2018-20

Jan

2454

Number
of
species
2018-20

30

Average
number of
individuals
1987-88
(Raines et al.
2000)

Number
of species
1987-88
(Raines et
al. 2000)

no survey

Feb

2864

28

3069

33

Mar

1489

26

2066

39

Apr

1187

21

May

1934

23

2400

32

Jun

821

23

1019

24

Jul

735

22

Aug

646

24

1081

24

Sep

2234

26

1181

29

Oct

2651

29

3111

37

Nov

2304

31

Dec

2510

33

no survey

no survey

no survey
4002

33

Bird Numbers
The total counted was 57 155.
There was a distinct gap between the species with survey
totals over 1000 and those over 500 (see below).
The seven most numerous species in the survey - all with a
total count exceeding 1000 - were:
Black Swan

31 340

Little Pied Cormorant

4402

many north; see discussion
above
virtually all south

Silver Gull

3466

mainly south

Red-necked Stint

2566

mainly Pts Douro &
Mornington

Australian Pelican

2279

north in Sep, Oct, Nov

Little Black Cormorant

2270

virtually all south

Australian White Ibis

2037

virtually all south

The next highest numbers, with a total count at or exceeding
500:
Australian Shelduck

740

virtually all in north-east

Pied Cormorant

641

virtually all south

Great Egret

605

mainly south

Musk Duck

593

only north and on the N/S
border

Red-necked Avocet

500

virtually all Pts. Douro and
Mornington

Brief Notes on Leschenault Estuary species — 57 in
total
The taxonomic sequence of the list below follows that of
BirdLife Australia (2019).
NR indicates a species not recorded by Raines et al. (2000).
Musk Duck (Biziura lobata): Usually in fresh water, but
uses sheltered marine areas in the non-breeding period.
Numbers high January to June. Only ever seen in one area,
in the north and about the north-south intersection line.
The reason for concentration in this one area is unknown,
possibly an upwelling of fresh water from the western sand
hills. Present all months except August and November, over
500 sightings in all.
Black Swan (Cygnus atratus): Unmistakeable and the most
common bird of the estuary. Over 30 000 sightings. The
north is particularly important as a refuge area (see above).
Australian Shelduck (Tadorna tadornoides): In small
numbers in all months but with substantial increases in
November to February when, after breeding elsewhere, the
estuary appears to be used as a moulting site, especially the
north-east corner.

Australian Wood Duck (Chenonetta jubata): Not a seawater
species. A pair seen in July and September 2018, south and
Eight species recorded in 2018-2020 and not seen by Raines Douro.
Australasian Shoveler (Anas rhynchotis): One in the lower
et al. (2000) were Australasian Gannet, Pacific Gull, Redreaches of the Preston River, Sep 2018, and two in the
kneed Dotterel, Bar-tailed Godwit, Eurasian Curlew, Terek
north-east corner December 2019.
Sandpiper, Sanderling and White-bellied Sea-Eagle.
Pacific Black Duck (Anas superciliosa): In moderate number
in all months with large increases in December, January and
February, mainly in the estuary north-east corner.
Grey Teal (Anas gracilis): In small numbers in most months
with a peak in September. Often seen with Pacific Black
Duck.
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Hoary-headed Grebe (Poliocephalus poliocephalus): One
flock seen once only in the south. The estuary is an unusual
habitat for the species.

Australian Pied Oystercatcher (Haematopus longirostris):
Resident, in small numbers throughout the year, never in
north, mainly Pts. Douro and Mornington.

Buff-banded Rail (Gallirallus philippensis): Seen twice in
both 2019 and 2020, three sightings at Pts. Mornington and
Douro, one near the Leschenault Caravan Park. Secretive;
favours dense vegetation on edges of the estuary. Probably
more common than the number of sightings suggests.

Banded Stilt (Cladorhynchus leucocephalus): Very small
numbers. All seen in the fringing wetlands of the north.
Red-necked Avocet (Recurvirostra novaehollandiae): 500
seen, virtually all at Pts. Douro and Mornington.

Straw-necked Ibis (Theskiornis spinicollis): Seen in three
months only, highest in July, possibly because its usual
habitat in grassland is less favourable at that time.

Pied Stilt (Himantopus leucocephalus): A freshwater species
seen in the fringing wetlands of the north and at Pts. Douro
and Mornington where the water is fresher by virtue of the
Collie and Preston Rivers; averaging some 27 each month,
numbers higher in the winter breeding months. None bred
at the estuary, but the species does so at Lake Preston,
some 8 km north.

Australian White Ibis (Threskiornis molucca): A common
scavenger, numbers high in summer and autumn, in the top
seven with over 1000 birds.

Grey Plover (Pluvialis squatarola): Migrant from the high
Arctic. All at Pts. Douro and Mornington. Low numbers, but
the second most abundant shorebird after Red-necked Stint.

Nankeen Night-Heron (Nycticorax caledonicus): Three
seen at Pt. Douro once. Up to 25 pairs nested regularly at
Morangarel Reserve until 2009 after which date the reserve
was abandoned as a nesting area.

Pacific Golden Plover (Pluvialis fulva): Migrant from Siberia.
Very few, all at Pt. Douro.

Yellow-billed Spoonbill (Platalea flavipes): Irregular monthly
numbers, from nil in three months to 37 in June. Regarded
as uncommon in marine locations.

White-necked Heron (Ardea pacifica): Two seen in one
month only, January 2018, at Pts. Mornington and Douro.
Possibly the same two counted twice.
Great Egret (Ardea alba): Seen in all months, with a marked
increase of numbers at the start of breeding in October,
with numbers falling in April. About 100 in December and
January.
White-faced Heron (Egretta novaehollandiae): Present in
low numbers all months, preferring shallow waters. There
are large increases in February and March when tides are
low. One observed running beside a dolphin in very shallow
water in the north and feeding on material disturbed by the
movement of the dolphin.

Red-capped Plover (Charadrius ruficapillus): an endemic
species, mainly seen September-October, the breeding
season. Some nest on the eastern shores of the north. Pts.
Mornington and Douro had the greatest counts.
Greater Sand Plover (Charadrius leschenaultii): Seen in
2018 only at Pt. Douro, maximum three.
Red-kneed Dotterel (Erythrogonys cinctus): an endemic
species, only present in 2017, three on the flats south of
Buffalo Road in January and three at Pt. Mornington in
October. NR.
Whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus): Migrant from Artic Siberia.
Low numbers in all years at Pts. Douro and Mornington,
total nine.

Eurasian Curlew (Numenius arquata): Very rare migrant
from SE Asia. Previously only one report accepted in
Little Egret (Egretta garzetta): A breeding resident, formerly Australia. Five sightings, all Pt. Douro. NR.
at Morangarel, but present location/s unknown. Usually
Far Eastern Curlew (Numenius madagascariensis): Migrant
about ten sightings each month, with 2019 a good year.
from Manchuria and Siberia, total ten, all seen at Pt. Douro.
Australian Pelican (Pelecanus conspicillatus): One of the
Bar-tailed Godwit (Limosa lapponica): Migrant from central
top seven most numerous species. Numbers greatest
Siberia. Small numbers October to February. All at Pts.
September to February, after breeding August to November;
Douro and Mornington. NR.
using the estuary as a dry season refuge. Mainly in the
Black-tailed Godwit (Limosa limosa): Migrant from southern
south and in the western side of the estuary.
Siberia. Only four in total seen at Pts. Douro and Mornington
Australasian Gannet (Morus serrator): Seen once only, an
in 2017 and 2018.
adult, in May 2019 on a day of high winds. Possibly blown
Ruddy Turnstone (Arenaria interpres): Migrant from Siberia.
off course, as the estuary is not deep enough for the usual
Only seen in 2019 and 2020, 13 sightings both years, all at
gannet feeding plunge. NR.
Pt. Douro and south.
Little Pied Cormorant (Microcarbo melanoleucos): More at
home in sea water than the Little Black Cormorant, although Great Knot (Calidris tenuirostris): Migrant from around
Anadyr River in Russia. Small numbers, 43 total, all Pt.
usually breeding over fresh water. Numbers consistently
Douro.
high throughout the year, with over 4000 sightings.
Red Knot (Calidris canutus): Migrant from Chukotka, west
Great Cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo): Most numerous
of the Anadyr River. All sightings at Pt. Douro with small
May, June, July probably because these are the breeding
months in the SW. Infrequently seen outside these months. numbers, total 31.
Mainly in the south.
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper (Calidris acuminata): Migrant from
northern Siberia. Three at Pt Douro October 2019.
Little Black Cormorant (Phalacrocorax sulcirostris): One
of the more numerous species. Breeds locally, some at
Curlew Sandpiper (Calidris ferruginea): Migrant from Arctic
Rosamel Reserve, usually over fresh water in spring/
Siberia. In decline in Australia, all sightings Pts. Mornington
summer. Most numerous in February, March and April,
and Douro, 38 in total.
associated with the breeding period. Predominantly in the
Red-necked Stint (Calidris ruficollis): Migrant from
south.
Arctic Siberia. Mainly Pt. Douro, few elsewhere. Present

Great Pied Cormorant (Phalacrocorax varius): Also favours
sea water, among the over 500 group, most numerous
January-March, the probable breeding season in the estuary
area. Favours Pt. Douro.

September to February in large flocks. Among the seven
most sighted birds, 2556 total.

Australasian Darter (Anhinga novaehollandiae): In greatest
numbers April to September, associated with breeding. Few
sightings in other months. Predominantly in the south, Pt.
Douro particularly favoured.

Terek Sandpiper (Xenus cinereus): Migrant from Siberia.
Low numbers in three years, principally Pt. Douro. NR.
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Sanderling (Calidris alba): Migrant from high Arctic. Two
observed at Pt. Douro, September 2019. NR.
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3. Change to the flow of the Preston River and
Common Sandpiper (Actitis hypoleucos): Migrant from N.
construction about the Pt. Mornington area
Asia, present in WA, August to March. Often on the shores
of Mornington Harbour and at Pt. Douro; 59 sightings during
The current status of proposals to enlarge the Bunbury Port,
the survey, only one in the north.
involving the diversion of the Preston River from the estuary
Common Greenshank (Tringa nebularia): Migrant from
into the sea of the port itself and an extension of the Port
southern Siberia. In all parts of the estuary, but mainly
into the Pt. Mornington area, are unclear. If such changes
south/Douro/Mornington, 45 sightings in all.
occur the salinity of the Pts. Douro and Mornington areas
would increase, in addition to the intrusion of noise and
Silver Gull (Chroicocephalus novaehollandiae): In large
disturbance in both areas, especially during construction. It
numbers, especially in the south. Numbers tend to rise at
seems probable there would be severe adverse effects on
the times of high winds, especially SW and NE.
migratory shorebirds at both Pt. Douro and Pt. Mornington.
Pacific Gull (Larus pacificus): Twelve seen on one occasion
only at Pt. Douro, in July, possibly resting after a period of
high wind. NR.

Fairy Tern (Sternula nereis): Australian species migratory
to SW WA. Present at Pt Douro only in small numbers
September to February, the breeding season. (Numbers
increased about Pt Douro after the survey concluded and a
breeding attempt was made outside the survey area).
Caspian Tern (Hydroprogne caspia): Recorded in 2017 (Jun,
Jul, Aug, Dec only), total 132 and then all months of 2019,
total 170, mainly at Pt. Douro.
Greater Crested Tern (Thalasseus bergii): A little under the
500 level, present in all months, with March the highest
numbers, probably breeding associated, Pt. Douro favoured.
Osprey (Pandion cristatus): Nests about the estuary, seen
every month, lowest sightings three, maximum ten.
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in the area, possibly in trees in south of the western dunes,
where seen with an immature bird. Always low numbers,
mainly March to October. NR.

Gregory, R. D. and van Strien, A. (2010). Wild bird
indicators: using composite population trends of birds
as measures of environmental health. Ornithological
Science 9, p3-22.

Little Grassbird (Megalurus gramineus): A secretive,
skulking bird, mainly seen in low numbers about the flats
south of Buffalo Road. Also seen at Pt. Douro. Probably
sedentary about the reeds of the Preston River and the flats
at Buffalo Road.

Hansen, B. D., Fuller, R. A., Watkins, D., Rogers, D. I.,
Clemens, R. S., Newman, M., Woehler, E. J., and Weller,
D. R. (2016). Revision of the East Asian-Australasian
Flyway Population Estimates for 37 listed Migratory
Shorebird Species. BirdLife Australia. Unpublished report
for the Department of the Environment, Melbourne,
Victoria.

Future Local Threats to Leschenault Estuary Birdlife
1. Increasing people pressures
Walkers, ‘crabbers’, motor boats, fishers, wind surfers, dog
and horse exercisers already disturb the birds using the
estuary. The concentration of Black Swan, Australian Pelican
and ducks in a restricted area of the estuary — the north as
defined herein — is almost certainly due to human intrusion
in the south. Present Shire efforts to keep vehicles off the
foreshores have been mainly but not wholly successful.
There seems no valid reason for vehicles to access the
foreshores.
It seems probable that with local population increases
and the designation of the estuary as part of the Kalgulup
Park, a desire to open up new areas will increase, in such a
way as the SA Government is promoting the Coorong as a
holiday area.

Department of Water (2016). Leschenault catchment
nutrient report 2012. Parkfield, Estuary and Coast.
Government of Western Australia, Department of Water,
Perth. Available at: https://www.water.wa.gov.au/__
data/assets/pdf_file/0019/8821/110587.pdf.
Raines, J., Youngson, K. and Unno, J. (2000). Use of the
Leschenault Inlet estuary by waterbirds. Journal of the
Royal Society of Western Australia 83, 503-512.
Wurm, P. A. S. and Semeniuk, V. (2000). The Leschenault
Inlet estuary: physical features and habitats for benthic
fauna. Journal of the Royal Society of Western Australia
83, pp 229-250.
Bruce Buchanan

2. Pollution from the Parkfield Drain
There is some evidence that the north of the estuary is
being polluted by water from the Parkfield Drain. The
‘Leschenault catchment Nutrient report 2012’ (Dept. of
Water 2016) states that funding for the nutrient sampling of
the Drain ceased in mid-2012 (sampled above the one-way
valve) and also that the one-way valve “is often jammed
open”. In the years of the survey the valve was “often
jammed” and the waters in the Drain and adjacent areas of
estuary north (as defined) appeared on visual inspection to
be polluted from time to time. The Leschenault Catchment
Council is pursuing this issue with relevant authorities.
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Obituary
Vale Prince Philip
BirdLife Australia recently posted a
tribute to HRH Prince Philip for his work
in conservation.
BirdLife Australia is saddened by the
death of its Royal Patron, Prince Philip,
The Duke of Edinburgh. He had been
the Royal Patron of BirdLife Australia for
decades.
Prince Philip was genuinely passionate
about nature and conservation, long
before it became fashionable.
“His importance to conservation
worldwide has been absolutely huge,” Sir
David Attenborough once said of him.

discovery of the Noisy Scrub-bird led to
conservationists and many others who
care for birds to lobby for Two Peoples
Bay to become a nature reserve. The
case of the Noisy Scrub-bird came
to the attention of Prince Philip and
he leant his support to the cause. He
chose to sponsor the Noisy Scrub-bird
when he became a member of the Rare
Bird Club of the International Council
for Bird Preservation – thus raising the
profile of the bird to an international
level. In 1971 the first written plan
for the nature reserve was adopted.
It stated that the “primary aim for the
Two Peoples Bay Wildlife Sanctuary
must be to protect and conserve the
Noisy Scrub-bird ...”

Prince Philip had been interested in
Photo has come from Birdlife Australia
nature from an early age, and his love of post
birds was apparently crystalised during
his service in the Royal Navy. Indeed, among several books Ecologist Sarah Comer met the Queen and Duke at a garden
party at Government House in Perth in 2011. Sarah was
he wrote about nature and conservation, he penned Birds
invited to this function as the most appropriate person from
from Britannia, a personal account of the seabirds he had
seen in tropical seas, the Southern Ocean and Subantarctic the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions
to represent the scrub-bird recovery program. The Queen
and Antarctic waters from the royal yacht Britannia.
told Sarah that the Duke considered it one of the highlights
He was also a long-time friend of Sir Peter Scott — the
of his life that he had been able to influence the declaration
noted ornithologist and conservationist who founded the
of Two Peoples Bay as a Nature Reserve to preserve the
World Wildlife Fund and the Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust —
Noisy Scrub-bird. She also said that the painting of the
who had a profound influence on him and his understanding scrub-bird by Carol O'Connor was hanging on the wall of
of conservation.
their drawing room at Sandringham. In other words, it was
in a very prominent place.
Given this background, it’s hardly surprising that Prince
Philip and BirdLife Australia have enjoyed a long association. While attending a CHOGM meeting in 2011, Prince Philip
Although Prince Philip was our most recent Royal Patron, our also helped focus attention on another threatened species,
the Western Ground Parrot.
organisation has had royal patronage since 1911.
A WA perspective on Prince Philip’s work in
conservation
BirdLife WA has a particular reason to be thankful for
H.R.H. Prince Philip’s patronage and interest in conservation
matters. In 1961 the Noisy Scrub-bird was rediscovered
at Two Peoples Bay, near Albany. At the time there were
plans to create a town and tourist area at the site. The

There are many people who work to support our birds and
biodiversity in general and it is always helpful for those with
a public profile such as Prince Philip, to raise awareness with
the general public and policy makers.
Betty Bryant and Mark Henryon

Letters to the editors
Concern for cockatoo habitat
Dear Editors,
The Sunday Post, February 7, 2021, p. 38 announced: '$1.3b native title deal settlement payments set to begin.'
I have followed the pressure both major state parties have exerted on the commonly divided Noongah peoples, selling the
government plan on the prospect of greatly improved Aboriginal welfare, education, and material advancement.
But the conservation of vast swathes of near pristine native Noongah land in our south west region we can be sure will
now be open to logging, extraction industries, and housing sub-division developments.
Despite such threats, the Great Cocky Count will continue, quite possibly with diminishing returns, when the path to
further wild life extinction should be clear enough by now.
Moreover, it is likely also that the profits accrued from those enterprises would soon greatly exceed $1.3b.
The Federal Government's plan to devolve all environmental laws and regulation to the states is another big nail in the
conservation coffin.
Yet, I find nothing about all this in BirdLife Australia's (WA) quarterly, Western Australian Bird Notes.
Regards,
Tony France
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 178 June 2021
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ALBANY BIRD GROUP
FEBRUARY OUTING – WILSON INLET
When we travelled to Morley Beach we knew that recent
heavy rains would have raised the water levels of Wilson
Inlet, but we were not prepared for the fact that most of
the shorebird habitat was under water. It was thanks to
Paul Wettin's keen eyes that we actually managed to see a
shorebird at all. The Common Greenshank he spotted was the
only shorebird we laid eyes on at Morley Beach that morning.
We decided to try our luck at nearby Lake Nenamup, a
wetland located at the eastern end of the inlet and connected
to it by a drain. As suspected, the shorebirds had relocated to
the shallow lake and we were thrilled to see good numbers of
Red-necked Stint, Red-capped Plover, Sharp-tailed Sandpiper,
Common Greenshank and Pied Stilt, all at close quarters.
A large group of Red-necked Avocets was spotted in the
distance. The eastern end of the inlet had a good variety
of waterbirds including spoonbills, egrets and herons. At
lunchtime we stopped at Torbay Hall where we added quite
a few bushbirds, including White-breasted Robin, Red-eared
Firetail and Red-winged Fairy-wren, to our list. The highlight,
however, was an Australian Owlet-nightjar peeking out of its
hollow.

MARCH OUTING – LAKE POWELL /TORBAY AREA

Eastern Curlew, spotted at the Albany shorebird count. Photo by
Stewart Ford

However, we saw one of the eagles later when we enjoyed
our morning tea break near the inlet. Again, we heard several
different Noisy Scrub-birds. After morning tea we called
in at the Offal Pit hoping to see the Brown Quail regularly
recorded there, but it failed to show. Instead we saw our first
Fan-tailed Cuckoo for the season. We continued to Cheynes
Beach where we went for a walk along the Back Beach track.
A most obliging Western Bristlebird decided to feed on the
sandy track right in front of us and minutes later a Western
Whipbird sang from a nearby banksia shrub. We eventually
decided it was time for lunch at the foreshore reserve where
the resident Noisy Scrub-bird kept us company.

We started the outing with a visit to the Lake Powell Nature
Reserve where we had encountered about a dozen Spotless
Crakes feeding on the mudflats during the previous year's
excursion. This year with water levels being high, we had
to content ourselves listening to their distinct alarm calls.
Apart from a reasonable number of ducks, which included
Australasian Shoveler and Musk Duck, we also saw Great
Egret, White-faced Heron and Yellow-billed Spoonbill. About
20 Carnaby's Black-Cockatoos were feeding in a pine tree
near the reserve entrance track. We continued on to a bridge
crossing a drain along the Grasmere-Elleker Road where we
encountered a small number of Chestnut Teal. A Whistling
Kite was observed sitting in a nearby tree. After morning
tea we explored the walking trails around Torbay Hall where
we located numerous Red-eared Firetails. Other highlights
included Varied Sittella, White-breasted Robin and Spotted
Pardalote.

On 6 February the annual summer shorebird count was
carried out at Albany Harbours with the support of Michael
Burns, Stu Ford, Michael Nield, Anne Pollikett, and Paul Wettin
as well as Fred and Anne Bondin. Shorebird numbers were
very low, but a Far Eastern Curlew was recorded, a species
not seen around Albany for quite a few years.

APRIL OUTING – WAYCHINICUP / CHEYNES
BEACH

Excursions will take place on Tuesday, 8 June, 13 July, 10
August. More details about destinations, where to meet etc.
will be made available on E-news. You can also check the
Albany Bird Group's website http://sites.google.com/site/
albanybirds/Home and Facebook page. Excursion leader will
be Anne Bondin (albanybirds@hotmail.com). Feel free to get
in touch for further information.

Whilst the road to Waychinicup Inlet was in a shocking
state we didn't let this deter us from visiting one of our
favourite spots around Albany. During our initial stop by the
Waychinicup River, we heard at least three, possibly four
different Noisy Scrub-birds calling. During our walk along the
river we spotted White-breasted Robin and Red-winged Fairywren, but the White-bellied Sea-Eagle was not near its nest.

On 1 May BirdLife and the National Trust of Western Australia
joined forces for an event at Albany's historic Strawberry Hill
/ Barmup property. After a talk about the bird life prior to
and post European settlement, visitors were taken on a walk
around the grounds of the historic farm where quite a variety
of birds including Buff-banded Rail, Red-capped Parrot and
Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos were observed. Viv Read, Paul
Wettin, Pam Jones and Anne Bondin shared their knowledge
about birds. The event was supported by Lotterywest.

UPCOMING OUTINGS

Anne Bondin, Albany Bird Group Convenor

BUNBURY REGIONAL GROUP
FEBRUARY, KOOMBANA BAY BOAT TRIP
Pending wind and weather, this is always a fun adventure.
We headed out to sea a little, then motored gently across
Koombana Bay through The Cut where we were entertained
by 23 of Bunbury’s famous Bottlenose Dolphins, some with
young calves. They kept us company about the boat and gave
plenty of opportunities for photos, and great pleasure. Then
we moved into Leschenault Estuary and up the Collie River
before returning with 28 species counted
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MARCH, POINT MORNINGTON, LESCHENAULT
ESTUARY
Despite the higher-than-expected tide which covered the
sandflats here at Preston River delta, we counted 35 species
including those at our meeting point.

HOREBIRD COUNT, 6 FEBRUARY, BUNBURYLESCHENAULT
Eight teams covered 24 locations on Bunbury-Leschenault
waters, recording 38 species, including seven Arctic migrators
and 815 Black Swans, 3612 birds in total.
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weeks that followed, very few were present on the line. This
week a few are returning.”
Alan Burdett reported unusual behaviour of these species
that day, with loss to vehicle collisions.
Samantha Pickering, Harvey Shire’s Environmental Officer.
“I noticed them on Sunday. They were extremely active
mostly around the road culverts and drains. I presumed
that their usual shelters were flowing with water and I did
wonder if they were attracted to the warm bitumen due to a
food source.
The furthest north I noted the swallows was where
Government Road and Eckersley Road intersect. I have
checked with a few people who spoke to me about this and
from these reports, my sighting at this location was the
most northern of the reports.
The birds I saw appeared to be Welcome Swallows but they
were flitting about so much that they could have been Tree
Martins, but I could only glimpse the russet colour.
I had several people ask me about the low flying swallows
from Sunday 7th particularly across the roads.”

2019. Leucistic Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo with Cape Lilac
berries. Photo by Alan Burdett

Weather-wise, it was the final day of our extraordinary wind
pattern that had prevailed relentlessly for two months of
strong, hot, dry easterlies. Surveyors commented many of
the usual birds were just not about. Whether they referred
to bush birds or raptors I cannot say, but I suspect both as
that wind has not been pleasant for weeks on end.
Birders of the day were Jane and Michael for willingly,
cheerfully, covering two sites in the event of a monitor’s
no-show, both arduous, Point Douro as well as Point
Mornington-Preston River delta.
A dead dolphin calf delayed one surveyor on Leschenault
Estuary. Gold Feathers go to Peter M. for stopping to care
beyond the normal call.

UNCOMMON WEATHER - SWALLOWS AND
MARTINS BEHAVING ODDLY
On the day following our Shorebird survey, the weather had
changed dramatically with uncommon cold rains and gales
on 6th February. That afternoon I noticed martins were
swooping unusually low across Ocean Drive in Bunbury.
Regional social media reported martins and swallows masshuddling to find shelter. Someone posted that some would
be freshly-fledged birds, less able to keep dry and warm.
Another posted the farmer's adage, "Swallows fly high when
the weather is dry", which suggests its opposite occurred on
that day. So, curious, I put out a request to BirdLife Bunbury
asking for reports, observations or comments about martins
and swallows that day, Sunday 7th February. Here are some
responses:
Liz Asher. “On Sunday 7/2/2021, hubby and I were at the
Busselton beachfront where, lots of little martins (and
maybe some swallows? I didn’t have optics with me) were
going berserk. I’ve never seen them so animated en-masse.
Also, on our way home, there were maximum numbers
of them on the power line near where Chapman Hill Road
crosses the Vasse Diversion Drain. In the week prior, I had
seen probably 20 – 35 swallows/martins on the line but that
day I estimate that there may have been 50 – 75. In the
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All comments included how it was extremely hard to avoid
hitting them as they darted about low to the bitumen
in small flocks and moreover landing on the bitumen.
Unfortunately, several of these reports included a death
toll; one person told me as they turned off Forrest Highway,
they killed at least six (of which they assured me they didn’t
want to do).

BUNBURY’S LEUCISTIC RED-TAILED BLACKCOCKATOO
One of BirdLife Bunbury’s avid photographers, Alan
Burdett, sent new photographs of our leucistic Red-tailed
Black-Cockatoo that we’ve been seeing, and particularly
when these magnificent birds come in to town from late
summer onwards to polish off Cape Lilac berries on Bunbury
roadsides. We named it Lukarra.
Leucistic means it is an abnormal plumage condition, in
which some pigment is missing.
First photographed in April 2018, we considered it a female
bird because of the striped tail feathers and thought it to
be Kamballa, the leucistic Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo seen
in the Armadale area. However, with the passing of time,
comparison of feather colouration indicates it is another
bird.
Sue Kalab, Convenor

Leucistic Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo, Tree Street area,
Bunbury. Photo by Alan Burdett
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CAPE TO CAPE BIRD GROUP
All excursions are advertised in the Cape to Cape Bird Group
newsletter (see publications on BirdLife WA website), may
be advertised on BirdLife WA E-news and are for BirdLife
Australia members, supporters and the general public. If
you wish to be on the newsletter mailing list and/or monthly
seabird charter list contact Christine Wilder cwilderone@
yahoo.com.au.

INVESTIGATIONS FROM AUGUSTA BOAT
HARBOUR AND RETURN, 13 FEBRUARY
THE BANANA BOAT - “You’re eating a banana, Mary!” there is a thing about bananas on board and it was the
13th of February too! But superstitions aside – once again
a great trip with a full contingent. We rely on the longrange weather forecast and sometimes it changes between
sending out the arrangements and the actual day and
there is nothing that can be done. I don’t know what has
happened this summer, but the weather is very odd. The
swell and wind were up, causing us to look at St. Alouarn
Island and Flinders Island and to avoid the chop, make
our way past Spout Rock and the lighthouse to open ocean
on the west side of the cape. We then travelled north
almost to Deepdene, parallel to the coast, but way out past
Cumberland Rock and Mins Reef. Not sure if the previous
Sunday’s storm affected the seabirds or if they even react
to cyclonic winds. Plenty of Flesh-footed Shearwaters with
a Wedge-tailed Shearwater, several Hutton’s Shearwaters
and a single Indian Yellow-nosed Albatross around the boat.
There were quite a lot of Bridled Terns flying and diving for
bait fish. It all makes for an interesting survey and builds
up a picture of what is around each month. Thanks to Brad
Keyser for bird photographs and to David Muller for making
the ride as smooth as possible.

Perth, Bunbury and Yallingup – met at the Augusta Civic
Centre car park where there were four Red-tailed BlackCockatoos, Red Wattlebirds and an Australian Raven.
We were on the heath in a matter of minutes, looking
directly out to Cumberland Rock and with an impressive
view north to the Cosy Corner Islets. Silvereyes were
visiting a flowering grasstree spike and we identified a
White-breasted Robin, Splendid Fairy-wren, New Holland
Honeyeater and White-browed Scrubwren. Another call
eluded us. The sighting of the morning was a dark-morph
Little Eagle hawking over the heathland, at one stage quite
low and close. As we were making our way to the cars,
three Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos flew overhead. We then
drove along the tower track on the spine of the ridge for a
walk amongst the old Karris with not many in flower and
only three Purple-crowned Lorikeets seen. A very pleasant
morning spent identifying birds on the ridge.

INVESTIGATIONS FROM AUGUSTA BOAT
HARBOUR AND RETURN, 16 MARCH

It was Tuesday and it felt weird, not like our usual monthly
Saturday out. During this trip we traversed out furthest,
directly south-west of the lighthouse to investigate deeper
ocean, at one point in 50 metres and beyond. St. Alouarn
Island was quiet with no terns at all and very little birdlife
to record and there were no terns on or around Flinders
Island. The highlight was gannets flying close to the boat,
with a number of juveniles. As usual lately, plenty of Fleshfooted Shearwaters keeping up with us and eight Hutton’s
Shearwaters passing us without stopping. The amount of
energy used by shearwaters is phenomenal, but this is so
for all seabirds, and they never stop surprising us. There
were birds behind us further out, diving on bait fish, but
we didn’t turn around as we headed for Deepdene, then
straight out west. It is strange as on recent fishing charters
EXCURSION REPORT, BIRDBLITZ THE RIDGE
there have been Indian Yellow-nosed, Shy and Black-browed
2021, LEEUWIN-NATURALISTE NATIONAL PARK, Albatrosses recorded, but disappointingly on this trip we
HILLVIEW AND GREEN HILL, AUGUSTA, 1 MARCH didn’t record albatrosses, even with good visibility on this
overcast day. Still, that is the way it is with the birds. On
This was our first ‘ridge blitz’ and one would think that
our way home we once again saw cormorants at the Seal
between heath and Karri there would be quite a lot of birds
Island breeding site, with what looked like chicks in one of
to count, but this particular morning it was very quiet with
the stick nests. Thanks to Dean McFaull for the bird photos
only a total of twenty species seen. Was it the season, the
and to David Muller for an interesting ‘reccie’ into an area
wind, lack of flowering, the huge feral cat seen the day
we haven’t explored before now.
before or some other influence? Could be all or none of
Christine Wilder, Convenor CCBG
those things. The group of twelve – some from as far as

MANDURAH BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP
A Saturday 9th January outing was organized so that those
who work during the week would have an opportunity to
join our group. The outing was to Coodanup foreshore,
including the well-known migratory bird hot spot of Nairns.
Thirteen attended and unfortunately only five migratory
birds were observed in the overall count of 44 species of all
birds.

shorebirds were observed in the count of 40 species of all
birds.
March 26th was to Lake Clifton where only two were sighted
in the count of 19 birds of all species.
Another Saturday outing was on April 10th to Island Point,
a lovely estuary and bush environment that was enjoyed by
16 members. A count of 30 species was observed.

As later outings revealed there were very few migratory
birds sighted around the waterways which appears to be the April 23rd was to Wellard Wetlands, at which 15 members
result of human disturbance, such as from ‘crabbers’ and
enjoyed the sighting of 56 species of birds. An unusual sight
boaters.
was Whistling Kites feeding on the remains of an Australian
Pelican on one of the Lakes. One member who arrived early
On our usual fourth Friday of each month the visit was
saw nine Whistling Kites at the carcass.
to Lake Mealup with 22 attending. Disappointingly no
shorebirds were observed in the overall count of 41 species. Overall, the outings are enjoyed by a good attendance of
members and we have welcomed some new faces this year:
We revisited Nairns and Coodanup foreshore on February
Suzie, Jo, Dominique, Chris, Bruce, Brian and Mark.
26th with an enthusiastic group of 27. This time only three
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 178 June 2021
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As I write this I can see in my back yard (St Ives Peninsula
Reserve) Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos in the Red Gums,
New Holland and Brown Honeyeaters in my bird bath,
Silvereyes in the pot plants, a Willie Wagtail on the perch
above the bird bath, a Western Wattlebird on the fence rail,
Red-capped Parrots and Australian Ringnecks in the Woolly
Bushes, Common Bronzewings and Australian Magpies
feeding on the ground, Splendid Fairy-wrens at my backdoor
and there goes a Regent Parrot, a frequent visitor.
Wow, the COVID 19 lockdown pales into insignificance when
one does not have to venture far to experience and enjoy
what nature has to offer in this wonderful world.
The MBOG welcomes anyone to attend the outings and may
contact me on 9534 9913 or email newbill13@bigpond.com
Bill King, Convenor Mandurah Bird Observers Group

Whistling Kite at Wellard Wetlands. Photo by David Budd

BIRDLIFE MIDWEST - GERALDTON
SATURDAY BIRD WALKS ON THE BEACH, 26
DECEMBER – 31 JANUARY
BirdLife Midwest (BMG) hosted guided bird walks on the
beach on Saturdays, 8.00 am – 9.30 am. Walks were well
attended and great fun! BMG provided 'scopes, binoculars
and printed shorebird identification material. Expert guest
leaders Rory Chapple and Indre Asmussen helped out.
Walk location was posted on BMG Facebook site Thursday
prior to the walk, either Point Moore or Greenough Estuary
as it turned out. One week was cancelled due to extreme
weather. We saw a number of different shorebird species,
first time for some participants each walk (see BirdLife
Midwest Facebook). We hope to hold more bird walks on the
beach in the future!

PHOTOGRAPHIC AND INFORMATIONAL DISPLAY,
6 – 26 JANUARY
“Seabirds and Shorebirds of the Abrolhos and Geraldton”
With Halfmoon Biosciences and Houtman Abrolhos
Conservation Network Geraldton Regional Library
entrance was all nests, chicks and busy parents. Ecologist
photographer Chris Surman has been working with the
unique and important breeding colonies at the Abrolhos for
30 years. Some images are used on digital signs, available
at DBCA website, that also have maps of individual islands
and important information on how to look after these birds.
The informational display inside the library, created by
Virginie Carbonatto, provided further information. A youth
competition ’best idea(s) to help protect shorebirds and
seabirds’ was exciting. Entries yielded useful ideas that
require following-up. The winning entry received a copy
of Chris Surman’s book, “Houtman Abrolhos – a Natural
History”.

SHOREBIRDS AT GERALDTON REGIONAL
LIBRARY CHILDREN’S WORKSHOPS, 7 AND 14
JANUARY
The workshops were booked out both Thursdays. Sessions
started sign-on, then an introduction to shorebirds, book
reading, followed by a tour of the informational display. The
rest of the hour was at activity stations including colouring,
shorebird beaks, magnified beach wrack, magnified
feathers, puzzles, chatterbox, mobile making, cards and
board games. Thank you very much to helpers Pauline,
Virginie, Ann, Jaye, and Indre.
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MUSEUM OF GERALDTON, 19 – 21 JANUARY
Display and painting lifesize wood cutout shorebirds
BirdLife Midwest, NACC, Halfmoon Biosciences, HACN
Free Activity by BirdLife Midwest-Geraldton. Paint your
own life-size wood shorebird cut-out. After choosing
their shorebird, participants made an ID from the display
around the walls and got to painting! 130 visitors looked
around the display over the three days with a total 74
wood birds painted in the 2-hour sessions. There were
also puzzles, colouring-in and mobile making. Photographs
from Halfmoon Biosciences, BirdLife Midwest-Geraldton and
others. Helpers Jaye, Pauline and Alice.

'THE FLOCK' AT HARMONY FESTIVAL,
GERALDTON FORESHORE, 17 MARCH
BirdLife Midwest celebrate migratory shorebirds in the
East Asian Australasian Flyway at this fun festival run by
Geraldton Multicultural Association. Visitors learn about
flyway routes, breeding grounds, staging grounds and all
the nations that cooperate to protect migratory birds. There
were 90 wood birds painted over three hours. Thank you
very much helpers Lynn, Anna, Michael, Jaye, Pauline, and
Shirin. Thank you Torben, Mike, Anna, Heather, and Alice for
cutting, sanding, gluing, and base paint!

SHOREBIRD COUNTS
Monthly counts around Geraldton (Point Moore, Separation
Point, Greenough Estuary, and Southgate), and every
eight weeks at Hutt Lagoon. Some highest numbers were
167 Pied Stilt (Greenough, January) and 136 Sanderling
(Separation Point March), 3300 Banded Stilt (Hutt Lagoon,
July – October 2020). Cyclone Seroja it seems carried a
group of Little Tern southwards, sighted at Greenough
Estuary recently. Shorebird counts: Alice, Ann, Mike, Karola,
Jaye, Pauline, Amanda, Moira and Tobyn.
Shorebirds: Australian Pied Oystercatcher, Sooty
Oystercatcher, Red-capped Plover, Black-fronted Dotterel,
Pied Stilt, Banded Stilt, Red-necked Avocet, Red-necked
Stint, Sanderling, Ruddy Turnstone, Grey-tailed Tattler,
Grey Plover, Bar-tailed Godwit, Terek Sandpiper, Sharptailed Sandpiper, Pectoral Sandpiper, Common Sandpiper,
Wood Sandpiper, Curlew Sandpiper, Great Knot, Red Knot,
Greater Sand Plover, Lesser Sand Plover, Pectoral Sandpiper,
Whimbrel, Common Greenshank, Marsh Sandpiper, and
Long-toed Stint. Pelsaert Island records include Bar-tailed
Godwit, Great Knot, Ruddy Turnstone and Sanderling.
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NESTING SHOREBIRDS
Red-capped Plovers have been nesting inside a fenced area
at Fisherman’s Wharf at least since last July. Good news
for birds that Midwest Ports have resumed a program of
catching cats in the area. Plover chicks have hatched every
month, with young chicks (and older chicks) sighted up to
cyclone Seroja. The day before the cyclone there were four
young chicks and two older chicks at Pages Beach.

BOOTENAL SPRINGS EXCURSION, 24 APRIL

Sign on was at Moira and Ian’s at Devlin Pool Rd. A group of
eleven ‘car-pooled’ to Bootenal Springs along the Greenough
River. Ian Byers gave us a tour of the river pools. Obvious
is the fencing to protect the area from motorised vehicles.
Also, various plaques telling of the Bootenal Thicket
Massacre in 1854. Singing Honeyeater, Grey Butcherbird,
hunting Nankeen Kestrel and Brown Goshawk were
highlights. A group of nine walked downstream along the
Nesting Red-capped Plovers were also spotted at Greenough
river path to Devlin Pool Road. Ian pointed out four year old
Estuary in October 2020. The nest area was roped off and
revegetation planting, teal, cormorant, Brown Honeyeater,
signs placed informing the public of beach nesting birds.
White-plumed Honeyeater. We recorded 16 bird species for
Beach users were positive and glad to know of the nesting
the morning. After morning tea, a group of six (two cars)
birds. 4WD vehicles, quad bikes, and motorbikes stayed
continued on to Ellendale Pool. The road was still closed
out of the fenced area. The one nest was abandoned in
from Cyclone Seroja. Mike led upstream to the Greenough
week four. More and better signage at greater distance
River crossing at Ramsay Road, South Witcherina, a
from the area would be an improvement. Red-caps (20 –
peaceful lunch spot with both fast flowing water and large
30) remained near the area along with Red-necked Stint,
deep pools. Mistletoebird, Australian Ringneck, Mulga Parrot,
Greater Sand Plover, Lesser Sand Plover, Grey Plover,
Pacific Black Duck, Western Gerygone, and a Great Egret
Australian Pied Oystercatcher, and Sooty Oystercatcher but
deep in reeds. After a stop at Sandsprings Road dams we
no other nests were found. Stakes and rope remained in
turned back to Geraldton, having recorded 16 new bird
place; a lone patch of foredune free of wheel tracks. The
species for the afternoon.
area was washed away by the running river in March. Redcapped Plover chicks were recorded at Hutt Lagoon last
Alice Bishop, Convenor Midwest Geraldton RG
October, and a nest with eggs at Coronation. Nesting Pied
Stilt and Black-fronted Dotterel were recorded at Greenough
Estuary. No nesting Fairy Tern or oystercatcher (nesting
at the Abrolhos). Hopefully we keep learning about beach
management for nesting birds.

WA Regional Groups, ctd
WHEATBELT AVON BIRD GROUP
CHIDDARCOOPING RESERVE, SHIRE OF
WESTONIA

They love flowering eucalypts, hence the attraction to
our Lemon Scented Gums along the driveway. The daily
competition with the resident Yellow-throated Miner was
frantic, beginning from early morning until dusk.

This reserve is managed by the Department of Biodiversity,
Conservation and Attractions (DBCA), and is 5262 hectares
in size. There is an abundance of unique flora and fauna and In the morning I would welcome their constant high-pitched
screeches on the wing, ‘ziit’ or ‘tsit-tsit-tsit’ and their
a number of granite outcrops, breakaways and pools.
constant chatter while feeding.
The Reserve is situated 50 km north of the Westonia
Despite their array of colour, these lorikeets blend in
townsite, and it is home to the Lesser Bottlebrush, or
Callistemon phoeniceus, one of only two bottlebrush species remarkably well in the high foliage in which they feed and
roost. The weeks went by before I could get a close look at
native to south-west Western Australia. I have a bird list of
these enchanting birds. I then discovered that close to dusk
65 species, but given the size of the area I believe a larger
number would be obtainable. Almost 100 species have been they were feeding on the new flowering shoots of an Almond
tree in the garden. It was only then I was able to obtain a
recorded from some reserves within the Shire.
reasonably close up photo. I had to be quick!!!
Westonia townsite is a lovely small wheatbelt town which
At night the lorikeets were roosting in the four Cotton
has a caravan park, and other amenities, plus good stands
of natural bush surrounding the townsite. Well worth a visit. Palms in my garden, vying for a spot with the miner birds.
I thought maybe they were nesting in the palms but as the
fronds shed on most windy days I was hoping they would be
BIRDS IN MY BACKYARD, FROM AMANDA
more sensible.

RAYNER

A flock of 20 to 30 Purple-crowned Lorikeets arrived at my
property on 20/5/20 and departed on 30/8/20. I say 20 to
30 as I could never attain an accurate count due to their
speedy flight and the fact that they were never all together.

I saw no evidence of nesting during their stay so being
blossom nomads I can only assume they moved onto
greener pastures.
Max Howard, Deputy Convener

These birds had visited briefly a couple of years ago and
initially I mistook them for Budgerigars. I now know their
true identity.

Across the Nullarbor, news from National Office
Protecting Glossy Black-Cockatoo habitat
Last year’s Black Summer bushfires devastated a huge
area of eastern Australia, especially in the forests of the
Great Dividing Range. The few patches of unburnt forest
have become important refuges for birds and other wildlife,
providing food, nesting sites and roosts. Protecting these
remnants should be a high priority.
However, in East Gippsland, several of these areas —
supporting Black Sheoaks, a vital food source for Glossy
Black-Cockatoos — that were spared from the bushfire’s
flames were earmarked for planned burns conducted by
Forest Fire Management Victoria.
BirdLife Australia became aware of the imminent burns at
the 11th hour, and conducted an emergency intervention,
working frantically to map the areas of Black Sheoak within
the boundary of the burns, then persuading the FFMV to
exclude some areas from being torched. About 50 hectares
of crucial Glossy Black habitat were saved from being burnt
due to BirdLife Australia’s intervention.

Mistletoe revegetation for Regents
Mistletoes grow almost everywhere across mainland
Australia, providing a valuable lifeline for all manner of
wildlife, especially birds. Their flowers provide nectar and
attract insects, and their fruits are eaten by many species,
while their generally dense form provides safe sites to nest
and roost in. Critically Endangered Regent Honeyeaters are
one species which often relies on mistletoes.

With this in mind, members of BirdLife Australia’s Regent
Honeyeater Recovery Program have begun to implement
an innovative revegetation project — depositing nearly two
thousand seeds of Needle-leaf Mistletoe and Long-flowered
Mistletoe in the upper branches of trees at several Regent
Honeyeater hot spots, including the Hunter and Capertee
Valleys. Both areas formerly supported significant growths
of mistletoes.

Bumper OBP migration tipped
Following on from the best breeding season for Orangebellied Parrots recorded in Tasmania’s South West for
many years, it has been estimated that a total of 185
Orange-bellied Parrots will undertake migration north from
Melaleuca this year to winter in costal Victoria (and perhaps
south-eastern South Australia) with the northward migrating
season upon us once more. This estimate represents a 57
per cent increase on the number which migrated north to
the mainland last autumn, thanks to releases of captivebred birds and the wildly successful breeding season.
And in anticipation of this bumper migration, 36 more
captive-bred adult OBPs will be released at three sites in
southern Victoria that support prime saltmarsh habitat
for the migrating birds to winter in, at The Spit, Lake
Connewarre, and North Western Port reserves. This release
aims to attract the migrating Orange-bellied Parrots to areas
of high-quality habitat, where they can spend the winter
months.

However, a combination of drought and fires in some parts
of eastern Australia has taken its toll on the mistletoe, with
a knock-on effect for the species which rely on it.
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Birdlife WA Photography Competition
When Australia went into lockdown in April 2020 at the start of the Covid-19 pandemic a small group of BirdLife WA
members started a weekly bird themed competition to keep our members engaged whilst we could not be out and about
birdwatching. We had fun over the ensuing weeks with challenges such as best bird, bird related song, bird themed film as
well as several photographic challenges.
The photography rounds proved to be popular and, as life returned to a new normal and we could head outdoors again,
the judges decided to continue setting photography challenges. We devised a new competition – a bird “alphabet”
competition. Each fortnight in BirdLife WA’s eNews we have asked for photographs of birds starting with a particular letter
of the alphabet. Being orderly minded people, we started at “A” and have now reached “S”. We are also nice judges – we
did not mind which part of the bird’s name started with the designated letter and we also allowed the scientific name to be
used.
Over the 18 rounds so far, we have had 47 entrants submit over 340 photographs and here are our winners:
Garry Taylor

Yellow-nosed Albatross

Liz Hides

Jacky Winter

Garry Taylor

Bridled Tern

Ralph Darlington

Sacred Kingfisher

Neville Horner

Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo

Julie Knight

Little Egret

Gillian Pitt

Varied Sittella (Daphoenositta
chrysoptera)

Cherilyn Corker

Magpie-lark

Peter Morant

Osprey

Julie Knight

New Holland Honeyeater

Eliza Stewart

Red-eared Firetail

Cherilyn Corker

Osprey

Pat Martin

Crested Pigeon (Ocyphaps lophotes)

Ralph Darlington

Southern Boobook (it’s an owl)

Galah

Keith James

Hooded Plover

Ellen McCarthy

Whistling Kite (Haliastur sphenurus)

Neville Horner

“Quartet” of Major Mitchell’s Cockatoos

Neville Horner

Inland Thornbill

David Budd

Rufous Treecreeper

Pat Martin

We hope you enjoy these amazing photographs for rounds A - O.
If you do not currently subscribe to the WA eNews please email wa@birdlife.org.au and we will add you to the list. There
are still a few rounds to go, and we encourage everyone to join in. We have had great fun judging each round and have
been delighted by the wonderful images sent in each fortnight.
The Judging Panel (BW, BK and AP)
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Back beach Carnaby's Black-Cockatoo.
Photo by Neville Horner

Major Mitchell's Cockatoo. Photo by
Geoff Lane

Inland Thornbill. Photo by Neville
Horner

Crested Pigeon (Ocyphaps lophotes).
Photo by Ralph Darlington

Red-eared Firetail. Photo by Eliza
Stewart
Hooded Plover. Photo by Keith
James

Whistling Kite (Haliastur sphenurus). Photo
by Ellen McCarthy

Bridled Tern. Photo by Garry Taylor
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Galah couple. Photo by Pat Martin

Jacky Winter. Photo by Liz Hides
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Rufous Treecreeper. Photo by David
Budd
Magpie-lark. Photo by Cherilyn
Corker

Little Egret. Photo by Julie Knight

New Holland Honeyeater. Photo by
Julie Knight

Osprey. Photo by Cherilyn Corker

Osprey. Photo by Peter Morant

Sacred Kingfisher with prey.
Photo by Ralph Darlington

Yellow-nosed Albatross. Photo by
Garry Taylor

Southern Boobook. Photo by Ralph
Darlington

Varied Sittella (Daphoenositta
chrysoptera). Photo by Gillian Pitt
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Members' Contributions
Rainbow bee-eaters breeding at Lake Gwellup
On 7 January 2021, I visited Lake Gwelup reserve to
photograph nesting Rainbow Bee-eaters. On arriving at the
reserve there were several other photographers with the
same idea. The area where most of the breeding occurred
on the reserve was 200 metres north of the lake, about
eighty metres square, an open grassed area with several
scattered native trees on sandy soil. Native vegetation
surrounded the grassed area. A bitumen cycle/walking
path bisected the area with an off-shoot near the northern
end. Both these paths were well used by cyclist, runners
and walkers, some with prams and dogs. The bee-eaters
were accustomed to people and dogs passing close to their
nesting tunnels. Each of the ten tunnels was marked by a
metal star picket with a small metal flag at the top and a
nearby sign advising of the bee-eaters breeding, installed
by the City of Stirling. Thick wire mesh with a hole cut out
in the middle, was placed at ground level over each nest to
prevent animals digging up the nest.

Bird Waterers: Fresh water anytime for our fine
feathered friends
A launch event on 19th September 2020 was held to
celebrate the two new bird watering stations installed in
Jirdarup Bushland Precinct. An initiative of the Friends of
Jirdarup Bushland, these were jointly funded by the Town of
Victoria Park and a Community Conservation grant from the
Foundation for National Parks and Wildlife.
Bird watchers and budding ornithologists travel from far and
wide to visit this inner urban sanctuary of surviving banksia
woodland where up to 50 different bird species are living
happily in their natural habitat. The new Bird Waterers now
give the many birds in the Jirdarup Precinct a secure drink
at a time where it is ever harder to find water in drying
climate.
The structures were designed and manufactured locally.
They are a new and improved version of the original
prototype model which is already installed in two locations
in the Town. The unique Bird Waterer design is a practical,
low maintenance and safe solution to supplying regular
fresh water for our precious native birds, and particularly
the endangered Carnaby’s and Forest Red-tailed BlackCockatoos that roost and feed in the area. The original
design was a three metre metal pole bolted to a concrete
foundation and topped by two water troughs with wooden
perches, allowing four birds to be perched at any one time.
The new Bird Waterers have been extended to four metres
high with two additional troughs and bigger perches to cater
for more birds. The height of the poles means the birds are
safe from predators and people. Twice a day the troughs are
filled with fresh mains water via an irrigation control valve
and a plumbed water pipe inside the pole. Unlike birdbaths,
the troughs accumulate less debris and need no cleaning
and the wooden perches provide a suitable surface for beak
sharpening.
After two years of operation, the prototype Bird Waterers
have proven to be a resounding success with thirsty birdlife,
especially during the summer months. The local bird species
observed drinking from the Bird Waterers include blackcockatoos, Red Wattlebirds, Willie Wagtails, New Holland
Honeyeaters, Singing Honeyeaters, Australian Ravens, and
Australian Magpies, among others.

Rainbow Bee-eater at Gwelup. Photo by Allan Rose

I sat down two metres from the bitumen path with two
nests nearby. During my photography session, a dog also
sat next to me for a minute, with neither of us disturbing
the birds’ activity.
Rainbow Bee-eaters were rarely seen in the Perth area
before the 1920s, but increased by the 1970s (Higgins
1999). This increase is likely to have been due to the largescale clearing of native vegetation.
We live in Morangup in the Jarrah/Marri forest east of Perth,
were Rainbow Bee-eaters have been observed in the past
four years nesting in gravel soil on two of our neighbours’
properties. One area was in a clear paddock with scattered
native trees and a road nearby, the other in regrowth native
vegetation with a clear area. Our ten-hectare property
consists entirely of native Jarrah/Marri forest and is
unsuitable for nesting Rainbow Bee-eaters, but they perch
on the tall trees hawking insects.
Reference:
Higgins, P.J. (Ed.) (1999). ‘Handbook of Australian, New
Zealand and Antarctic Birds. Volume 4. Parrots to
Dollarbird’. (Oxford University Press: Melbourne.)

As well as a water source, the structures are attractive
and sure to be popular with bird watchers, helping to raise
awareness of Jirdarup Bushland as a valuable wildlife haven
and a genuine ‘Place of Birds’.
Credits:
• Foundation for National Parks and Wildlife (Community
Conservation Grant)
• Project Coordinator: Steve Szydlowski (ToVP)
• Concept design: Gregor Wilson (ToVP)
• Manufacturer: Kel Steel Construction
• Wrought iron signs: Martin Jaine Sculptures
• Ornithologic advice: Ron Johnstone (WA Museum)
Jirdarup Bushland Precinct
The Kensington Bushland ‘Bush Forever’ site is nine hectares
of remnant Jarrah-banksia bushland, located in the Town
of Victoria Park, approximately 3 km east of Perth. It is an
excellent example of intact bushland located surprisingly
close to the CBD and holding strong ecological values. Over
200 flora species, at least fifty species of birds, and 14
reptile species have been recorded during surveys within the
bushland.

Allan Rose In 2015, Kensington Bushland was merged with the
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adjacent George Street Reserve and the Kent Street
‘Sandpit’ to become known as Jirdarup Bushland Precinct
– meaning ‘Place of Birds’ in the Nyoongar language. The
Town is now engaged in an ambitious revegetation project
to extend the bushland across the entire ±19 hectare
Jirdarup precinct.
The bushland and surrounding area is a valuable site for
roosting and fodder for black-cockatoo populations.
The 2019 Great Cocky Count, conducted by BirdLife Western
Australia, recorded the precinct as having one of the largest
local roosts for Carnaby’s and Forest Red-tailed BlackCockatoos. The continuing loss of habitat, combined with
a drying climate, poses a major threat to the welfare of
our black-cockatoos and other native bird species. These
threats place more focus on remnant urban bush sites such
as Jirdarup Bushland as a source of food, water and roosting
trees.
As well as serving our precious black-cockatoos, the
installation of Bird Watering stations across the Town
will serve as an example for other local governments to
emulate. This could be the start of something big!!

Peak hour at the waterer! Photo by Georgina Wilson

Friends of Jirdarup Bushland

Carnarvon Coucal Capers
Turning around to locate this bird I couldn’t see anything
due to the sun being in that direction so I moved back
eastward but then this bird which had been just metres
behind me flew to another gum tree, where I could hear it
but it remained unseen. It wasn’t long before this bird was
joined by its partner and on its arrival the first bird moved
to an area where it could be seen. I saw that this bird had
something in its bill that appeared to be grass, probably
gained while foraging. While I watched, this bird moved,
On July 12th 2020 I heard from my front garden, a pair of
all the time ‘cussing’ my presence and then the object in
birds calling from the river at approximately 5 pm. There
the bill seemed to be the bird’s tongue but it was so long. I
was a northerly wind blowing, which probably assisted in
rattled off a few frames of this bird before it moved behind
my hearing these calls. I went looking for these birds the
leaves once again. From photographs, this object could
following day on Water Supply Island in the general area
be seen to be the tail of a large lizard. My attention then
that they were found to be nesting the year before, but I
turning to the second bird, being the focus, this bird also
saw nothing. I failed to make note of the date these birds
retreated from view. As most birds, though larger than
were first seen but they were located in the same area
many, they can seemingly vanish at will, their clicking and
that they spent the majority of the post nesting days last
occasional grating calls belying their presence. I assumed
season. This same area is where these birds have been seen
these calls were a mix of warning to any young that may
together this season. These birds were more frequently
have been present, and ‘go away’ calls directed at me.
heard than seen and, for the most part, left to go about
I had my eyes fixed on the tail tip of one bird that I had
their daily activities undisturbed.
detected when I heard the normal call of this species off
On October 2nd I saw a Pheasant Coucal crossing Margaret to the east and some distance away. It seemed to me that
the other bird had managed to fly away without my having
R.O.W (right of way). The western stretch of this road
seen anything. “Slippery buggers, these”, I was thinking.
is earthen from the eastern start of the levee bank that
No sooner had that thought entered my head than the
borders the river. I might have had a much closer look but
for a cyclist ahead of me, as the bird flew into a nearby gum other bird flew from the very area it had vanished into. This
and then down into the heart of an acacia below and wasn’t was the first confirmation of the presence of a third bird.
Presumably it was one of the offspring from last season,
seen again.
though the possibility of another from elsewhere cannot be
As I expected that these birds would be breeding again,
discounted. The bird flying from cover may have been as a
and using the timing of last season’s nesting as a guide, I
result of this call, though some distance away it would have
decided to go searching in hope of sighting any juveniles,
been within the territory of this pair which I doubt would
which would soon be driven from their natal area by the
have been tolerated.
adult birds. Armed with a camera, I started out from the
east and meandered my way westward looking for anything On 30th October I heard calls from my residence once again
and decided to go looking. My strategy was to drive down
that I thought looked like suitable nesting habitat.
Margaret ROW and listen for further calls. No sooner had
Having just the one chance of finding a nest didn’t give
I turned onto the earthen section when a bird flew from
me a solid grounding in this field study but it was clearly
the far side of the levee bank and landed behind foliage
obvious that birds had been using the area, as a mosaic
in a gum tree and called. It was the female. The male
of foraging trails could be seen in the rank grasses. As I
responded but I couldn’t see him as he flew from the top
neared the area where these birds were most often seen,
of a nearby gum a short time later. The female came into
I had stopped to inspect a dead tree covered in vine that
the clear and flew to the same tree he had departed from
formed an open sided umbrella canopy that I thought might but stayed in the open long enough for me to take some
be suitable. I heard the ‘hissing’ sound of an agitated adult. shots. There was some evidence this bird was moulting,
The range expansion of the Pheasant Coucal south to
Carnarvon was previously reported in Western Australian
Bird Notes (George 2020). Following up on this record, the
date the last bird was heard calling as it moved westward
was 17th January 2020 and although I made a number of
searches trying to locate either adult or juveniles from the
previous season’s nesting, no sightings or calls were ever
detected.
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something that I didn’t think should be happening so early.
Studying the photos taken it seems this was the same bird
as photographed on 21st October.
On 18th November a calling bird was located further
eastward than any previously seen and foraging trails
suggested the area had been in frequent use. Later on,
while moving around in the general area, I discovered
an old sun-bleached wing that I eventually determined
must be a coucal wing. It was old and dry. Looking at the
underside of the wing, the barring on the
flight feathers showed no hint of the orange
I see when a bird is in flight. But is this
present in alternate plumage? The flight
feathers were worn but had a distinctly
pointed appearance. On the upper shoulder
there were some dark whispy plumes that
seemed to indicate this species. Moving
aside some of the upper feathers, the lower
ones showed some green sheen but altering
the angle of light these took on a reddish
coloration. This clinched my identification.
So now I had found further evidence of
success from last season’s breeding, or so
I thought. I lodged that specimen with the
Western Australian Museum in December
and Ron Johnstone later informed me that it
was the wing of an Indian Peafowl. I know
of no occurrence this species in the area,
semi-domesticated or otherwise.

construction on any of the number of visits I had made with
my macro lens? I will never know.
This species is known to have multiple nests in a season in
other parts of Australia (Higgins 1999), so why not here?
I visited this same area again on 2nd December prior to
sunrise and lay down amid rank grass to await any arrival.
I reckon the bird knew I was there before I saw the bird.
It must have been more curious rather than agitated, as it
came toward me through the cover of leaves and branches
of a nearby gum, occasionally emitting
a clucking sound. After quite some
time the bird moved toward the centre
of the tree and began preening. A
sharp change in the bird’s stance
alerted me something was going on,
then another bird landed and this bird
moved in that direction but the landed
bird moved away also. There was an
exchange of chirping calls and I saw
the newcomer had a small lizard in
its bill. He moved toward the female,
the female solicited and the male
proffered the lizard and mounted. The
mating was brief and both settled to
preening.

On 9th December I went to this area
with hopes of observing some form
of behaviour that would confirm that
breeding was intended. The female
may have been present on my arrival
On 29th November I went to an area
or arrived soon after. She flew to gum
where I had previously done some macro
trees to the west of where I had lain
photography. While there I heard wing beats
amid long grass. This was assumed to
as a Pheasant Coucal flew from low level up
be as a response to my poor imitation
into a gum tree. This was within the core
Pheasant Coucal in moult. Photo by
of a long drawn out ‘ooom’ that I have
area these birds were most often seen.
Les George
heard on rare occasions, rather like
What was most strange on this occasion
an incantation but with such timbre
was that when I moved, so would the bird;
that you can ‘feel’ it. She remained behind leaves initially,
it was keeping me in view. When I tried hiding behind a
but came out into the open after about ten minutes. I could
stand of reeds, the bird came closer, keeping me in view,
hear sounds similar to that of an agitated White-plumed
and when I moved away it followed. I lay on the ground as
Honeyeater coming from the approximate nest area and
I often do with my macro lens, but I was so interested in
this bird’s behaviour that all I did was watch it watching me. sometime later the female flew across and landed in gums
Later when I was home, I realised I had lost my spectacles, to my right but then flying to gums on my left again, then
flying right and landing in a small melaleuca. The male later
and assumed they must be where I was lying down. After
emerged, checked me out then flew to my left, then back
having a cuppa, returning to look for my lost ‘specs’ near
the place I had lain down, I saw a Pheasant Coucal fly from to gums on my right, and after a few minutes, back to my
a small stand of Castor Oil Trees into the same gum tree as right. The female flew to the nest area and landed in a dead
Castor Oil Tree, shuffled down and
it had earlier. The next day I went
then flew to join the male. I left
to this same area with a long lens
them to it.
but it seemed there wasn’t a bird
around. I spent some time trying to
I visited the nest area again on 7th
get an Australian Reed-Warbler in
January 2021 estimating, judging
the clear but that too was a waste
by the timeframe since mating was
of time. When I was making my
observed and a probable clutch
way out, a coucal flew from the
of four eggs, that there should
same area as it had the day before.
be young having left the nest but
I couldn’t believe it; it had been
being fed at the nest site. I spent
there all the time and I had been
over two hours and did not see an
so close. It was at that time that
adult in the area or approaching
I realised there was a second bird
the nest. Two days later I did the
too, and both were now voicing
same thing and saw nothing, so
their discontent at my presence. I
I approached the nest area, the
wondered what this bird could have
bent red stems now dead and
been doing while I was lying there,
Pheasant Coucal. Photo by Les George
the area appearing more open.
and a quick look showed a few bent
Closer inspection revealed the
over reed stalks, the only indication that this was selected
nest empty. This time it was cup shaped with only the top
as a nest site.
entry, not cylindrical as was the first nest in 2019. Adults
were heard calling from an easterly direction. It seems this
I could only speculate that this was a second breeding
breeding attempt failed.
attempt. Had the last one failed? Had this nest been under
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On February 2nd I was down in the river when I heard a
Pheasant Coucal call. This time last season they had moved
on. I walked in the direction; further calls were heard before
I got close. As usual the bird was aware of my presence
and I could see it when it flew to a tree. However, I did see
where the bird flew from and also that there was a second
bird. I was greeted by the now familiar harsh grating and
hissing. One bird moved closer but stayed behind the cover
of foliage for the most part, then I noted the other bird
coming down to a low level and briefly visit the area the
first bird had flown from. This indicated to me that this pair
was intent on yet another breeding attempt. Just how far
advanced this attempt might have been is not known but
the outcome is. It was doomed to fail as it was in an area
that was inundated under metres of water on 6th February
when Carnarvon experienced a flood after protracted rainfall
spanning four days.
Perhaps these birds can detect the changes in the weather,
perhaps knowing that we are experiencing a La Niña period.
Again, this is mere speculation but the number of breeding
attempts suggests they think their chances of success have
increased.
References
George, L. (2020). Pheasant Coucal range expansion.
Western Australian Bird Notes 173, 28–29.
Higgins, P. J. (Ed.) (1999). ‘Handbook of Australian,
New Zealand and Antarctic Birds. Vol. 4. Parrots to
Dollarbird’. (Oxford University Press: Melbourne.)

White-bellied Sea-Eagle and Australian
Raven.
Inset: band1_square.
Photos by Claire Greenwell

Les George

Banded Ngoolor aka White-bellied Sea-Eagle
Bird banding studies provide an opportunity to gather
information about the habits, life histories, plumage
development and movement patterns of birds, and
to provide data to inform species conservation and
management. Bands come in a variety of forms including
colour bands, readable bands or leg flags and birds banded
here in Australia are banded under the Australian Bird
and Bat Banding Scheme (ABBBS). The practice is highly
regulated and bird banders undertake rigorous training in
capture, handling and banding methods.

If you ever come in contact with a banded bird, please
obtain as much detail as you can. Record any letters or
numbers you see, which leg the band was placed, colour (if
any) and if possible, take a photo. Then report this valuable
information to the ABBBS.
If you are able to record enough detail, the ABBBS will
match the bird in their database and send you back a letter,
like the one you see in the image here. How cool is that?
Claire Greenwell

Birds banded under the ABBBS are given a metal band,
which is carried for the duration of the bird’s life. Each band
has a series of unique numbers, which are used to identify
individuals.
Once birds are released, it can sometimes take years before
banded individuals are recaptured or resighted but when
they are, it provides us with a goldmine of information.
With the advent of telephoto lenses, citizen scientists are
helping us understand how banded birds are moving in the
landscape. Last year on Penguin Island, I photographed a
banded Ngoolor (aka White-belled Sea-Eagle). I didn’t know
it at the time but when I checked my images, I noticed a
band and remarkably, was able to read the numbers. After
some detective work, I tracked the bander down to Simon
Cherriman @aquila84wa - see his post from last year to
read the incredible story.
Banding studies have helped us to understand the
population structure of Fairy Terns in Western Australia. I
banded chicks as part of my PhD research to understand me
to fledging and juvenile plumage development. This year the
world’s oldest Fairy Tern was photographed in Mandurah,
Western Australia, by a citizen scientist, setting a new
record at 24 years of age.
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Grey Currawongs on Albany Highway
The Grey Currawong population over a distance of
approximately 65 kilometres along the Albany Highway
between the Canning Dam Road intersection and North
Bannister appears to be declining. I have travelled fairly
often along this section of the highway during the past fortyfive years, to and from my wife's family farming property
just north of Kojonup. In the last three years I have been
travelling to Albany and back around six times per year.
Each time we go along this section of the Albany Highway,
as I identify Grey Currawongs I ask my wife to record the
number seen on the gravel verges. We note the numbers
seen at each location along with the kilometre reading from
the Canning Dam Road turn off when travelling south and
from Bannister when travelling north on our way home. They
are seen as singles and small groups from two up to five or
six, occasionally more. Once we saw a group of eleven in
May 2003, and the largest tally was of 138 Grey Currawongs
on 17 May 2003. There are often Australian Ravens on the
roadside also, so when making these sightings I am careful
not to confuse the currawongs with ravens. If I am uncertain
at any time, I don't make the recording. If there is heavy
traffic on the highway, we don't do any currawong counting!
I have estimated that during the past 45 years we have
made around 140 trips going south and 140 trips travelling
north along this section of the Albany Highway. On 8 July
1978 we counted a total of 110 Grey Currawongs when
heading south from 7:00 to 7:45 am. And on 12 June 1980
we counted a total of 39 but that was later in the morning
from 10:15 to 11:00 am. They seem to be more numerous
earlier in the morning and not so numerous in the afternoon.
When travelling north in the mid to late afternoon, during
2003 we saw totals of 27, 48 and 138. In 2004 there was a
total of 25 on 2 July 2004 and the return trip on 4 July 2004
in the afternoon was only eight. Since this time we have not
seen these numbers.

During 2019 I have 13 records. In January 2019 I saw
one while going south and one when going north in the
afternoon, and in March 2019 just six were seen when
heading south. In other months in 2019, the May total was
six, June was four and 11, August was six, six and four.
These low totals have continued since around 2007 up to
the present time. I am wondering if anyone else has noticed
these currawongs being less numerous now. Does anyone
know why this decline in numbers has occurred? I notice
that DBCA does burning of the Jarrah forest during the
autumn and the spring and wonder if this may be impacting
the numbers or whether there is some other cause for the
decline in sightings of the Grey Currawong along this section
of the Albany Highway in the eucalyptus forest area.
John Nilson

Fairy Martins in the Perth Metropolitan Area
Fairy Martins, Petrochelidon ariel, were first known to nest
in the Perth district in October 1937, at a pottery works at
Belmont. Later reports come from 1964, when old nests
were found in old clay pits at Midvale and Middle Swan and
under a culvert two miles south of Bullsbrook (Serventy and
Whittell 1976).
In January 1985 Stephen Gast noted a small colony of at
least five nests under the highway culvert at the intersection
of Wittenoom Road and Grogan Road, High Wycombe, a site
that no longer exists though close to where current colonies
are found. More nests were probably located under the
railway culvert (Gast 1985).
On 26 November 1985, six Fairy Martin nests were found
west of Byford in the Serpentine-Jarrahdale district located
under a small bridge five feet from the ground. On 15 August
1992, again west of Byford under a bridge some older nests
were present. One pair was observed building a nest. These
sites were located along Kargotich Road. On 14 September
1993 a small colony was located under a bridge in the Byford
region and four nests
had been completed
and others were still in
the construction stage.
About 20 Fairy Martins
were present (Steve
Elson, pers. comm.).
In recent decades, Fairy
Martin breeding colonies
in Perth have been
confined to an area west
along the railway track
between Welshpool and
High Wycombe, an area
which runs parallel with
the eastern boundary
of the Perth Airport and
includes the airport
grounds. There is a
range of small lakes,
creeks and drainage
channels along this
transect, connected
by large and small
culverts (Figure 1). Fairy
Martins seem to breed
intermittently at these
locations.

Figure 1. Locations of Fairy Martin colonies in Perth 2006 – 2021. (Google Map)
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On 26 February 2006,
Steve Elson reported 12
Fairy Martin nests near
the Welshpool Road /
Roe Highway intersection
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water in them longer than other places. The ditches are kept
free of vegetation and are often cut back to bare soil, so
this is likely a source of mud for nests. Fairy Martin numbers
peaked between August and January and they were absent
between March and June.
I have always strongly suspected, but can’t be certain, that
the airport may have been the first place to be colonized
and the other colonies are overflow from the successful
breeding at the airport. The colonies to the east of the
airport (and the Grogan Road colony) were not present in
2010 when I first started surveying the external wetlands
around the airport. The colony in the culvert on the airport
side of Abernethy Road was the first to be established and
they then spread to the other side of the road”.
Figure 2. Remnants of Fairy Martin nests under Welshpool
Road bridge. Photo by Marcus Singor.

at Welshpool. During a visit to the site on 19 June 2008,
there were 28 empty nests in good condition and a number
of disintegrated nests. The Fairy Martin nests were located
in four of the six large concrete culverts that run under
the railway track. The culverts allow the Woodlupine Brook
to flow under the railway track and into the compensation
basins located at the Welshpool Road and Roe Highway
intersection. I am not sure if these nests represent the
culmination of several years breeding or were from a single
breeding season (Singor 2008).
On 19 November 2006, Megan Jefferson found Fairy Martins
nesting at Perth Airport, near Munday Swamp (Jefferson
2007). Alan Collins has a comprehensive knowledge of Perth
Airport and shared the observations he made there from
2010 to 2017:

Figure 4. Fairy Martin nests at Abernethy Road. Photo by
Marcus Singor

“I can only remember two instances of Fairy Martins being
killed by bird strike (though probably this is an undercount
because of their size), and a single year when the main
culvert was flooded and the colony failed totally” (Alan
Collins, pers. comm.).
There was a small colony in 2019 (probably about 1015 pairs) in the culvert on Grogan Road, in the drainage
wetland, opposite Manheim car auctions (Alan Collins,
pers. comm.). Sightings of Fairy Martins at the Grogan
Road wetland were made in 2011, 2012 and 2013 with a
maximum count of 30 birds in September 2012. Sightings
ranged from August to January. Active Fairy Martin colonies
were confirmed in 1985, 1992, 1993, 2006, 2010 to 2020
and they are likely to have bred in other years.

Figure 3. Fairy Martin nests at Dubs Close. Photo by Marcus
Singor

“There was a large Fairy Martin colony near the main
taxiway just to the south east of the international terminal
which had up to 50+ pairs nesting in the culverts. The
colony was present at the airport in 2010 and was still
present in 2017 and seemed to be spreading to other
available culverts on the airfield. It was hard to get an
accurate number because it is virtually impossible to access
the culverts due to passing aircraft. There is quite a network
of drainage ditches and they tend to run parallel with the
runways/taxiways. The main breeding culvert is quite long
and runs alongside the main taxiway and then under one of
the runways. The larger planes’ wings pass right over the
nesting areas but the Fairy Martins seem to be able to cope
with this disturbance. Because of the nature of the drainage
at Perth Airport, the culverts rarely flood and often have
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 178 June 2021

Figure 1. Geraldton - Coal Seam Fairy Martin nest with
Striated Pardalote. Photo by Michael Clarke
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In 2011, there was a large active Fairy Martin colony under
the Roe Highway Bridge that passes over the railway tracks
and Sheffield Road in Welshpool. On 29 October 2011, 34
active nests were counted under the bridge between the
girders. Many more nests were still in progress.

All together there were 41 nests and two partial nests at
the Abernethy Road location. Fairy Martins had returned
to this last site on 17 October 2020 (12 birds). On a visit
on 27 December 2020 there was a small number of active
nests, with an estimated six pairs based on the number of
Fairy Martins flying around and exiting nests. The removal
of Typha in front of the culverts is likely to encourage future
breeding as these plants inhibit access to the breeding sites.

Further breeding evidence can be found where the
Welshpool Road bridge passes over the railway track near
the WA Bible College. At the top of the pylons that support
Acknowledgements
this bridge many abandoned nests can be found from a
previous breeding season. Some 14 old nests are still
I would like to thank Alan Collins and Steve Elson for the
present as are the markings indicating the presence of other information they provided on Fairy Martins.
nest sites (Singor 2012).
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Marcus Singor

Fairy Martin Colonies Near Geraldton

Mike Lawrie reported on some Fairy Martin colonies he had
found around Geraldton on his excursions. One colony was
on the underside of Eradu Bridge over the Greenough River,
approximately forty kilometres east of Geraldton on the
Geraldton/Mt Magnet Road. He counted 52 nests over the
width of this section without checking other bridge sections.
He recently visited the site again on 25 December 2020 and
In contrast to these lower-level nest sites the Fairy Martin
nesting colonies that were located under bridges that passed the row of nests were still there, a little worse for wear, but
with no evidence of use.
over roads or railway tracks, such as at the Roe Highway
and Welshpool Road bridges, were up high.
A location that has not been visited in a long time but
At the end of summer 2020, a visual inspection of the Fairy is further out towards Mullewa is a rail bridge in an area
known as Kockatea Gully. Another site is the culverts at
Martin colonies was conducted when the water levels were
the intersection of Edward and Bootenal Roads, Bootenal
at their lowest. In 2018 there was a small colony in the
in the vicinity of Geraldton Brickworks, fifteen to twenty
culvert at the end of Dubs Close, Forrestfield, on the Perth
kilometres out of town towards Walkaway. A further site is
Airport boundary (31°58'06" S; 115°58'58" E) (Figure 3).
at the floodway with three or four circular pipes, 900/1400
Sightings of Fairy Martins at Dubs Close go back to 2011
diameter on West Bank Road, off Brand Highway, ten to
and 2012. On 12 April 2020 the culverts at the end of Dubs fifteen kilometres out of Geraldton. Another was the bridge
Close were checked. The entrances of the mud nests were
over the Murchison River on the Carnarvon/Mullewa Road in
facing towards the entrances of the culverts, towards the
August 2019, 150-200 kilometres from Geraldton.
light. Most nests were clustered at the southern end of
Mike Clarke remembers seeing a colony under an
the three culverts and only the middle culvert which was
overhanging cliff face on the Irwin River in Coalseam
slightly higher than the two side ones had nests. In total
41 nests were counted, 30 at the southern end were nearly Conservation Park, Mingenew. Figure 1 shows a Striated
Pardalote using an old Fairy Martin nest at this site.
all intact bar one and 11 at the northern end of which five
were intact. These were possibly from one season or the
Marcus Singor
accumulation of nests over several breeding seasons.
On 23 May 2020 the two Fairy Martin colonies at Poison
Gully, just north of the railway yards, were checked. Both
are located in concrete culverts. The colony under the
railway track (31°56'39" S; 115°59'26" E) had the remnants
of 12 old nests, which were all damaged. The colony under
Abernethy Road (31°56'40" S; 115°59'21" E) had 23 nests
at the western entrance, all in prime condition, and 18
nests in good condition at the eastern entrance (Figure 4).
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Fig Trees as a Resource for Native Birds?
A much belated, sporadic, though still low key attempt, is
being made at west Lake Preston (Yalgorup National Park)
to clear acres of head high cotton bush. Other invasive
species, including fig trees, are also on the list.
From my observations at Yalgorup and my own backyard
nearby I take a different view about fig trees. Australian
Ringnecks and thornbills are busy these days feeding on
ripe figs in our front garden.
This valuable wildlife food source needs a rethink. Given
global warming, climate change, also much forest logging
and bush fires, even some introduced fruit trees provide the
birds an alternative food source and summer shade.
Moreover, fig trees seldom if ever proliferate. I know of only
about half a dozen at west Lake Preston.
Tony France

Australian Magpie, Rufous Whistler and Splendid Fairywren. However, some iconic species such as the Forest
Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo with their offspring and Western
Yellow Robin make an appearance with nearly fifty species
represented in this pocket of bushland.
There is evidence of many species nesting including Elegant
Parrot, Western Gerygone, Grey Fantail and Laughing
Kookaburra as well as the ubiquitous Red Wattlebird.
Twelve months of data suggest a good diversity of species
and numbers with the greatest during (not surprisingly) the
spring months with 31 species.
I may have missed some, but not many as I spend at least
11/2 - 2 hours each monthly visit. I guess the surprising
aspect about the survey is that despite being so close to
urbanisation, there are still areas that harbour birdlife
around Bunbury.
Don Carlson

Purple Swamphen predatory behaviour
While visiting the Cattle Egret colony at Waterston Place,
Erskine on 19 December 2020 we made some interesting
observations. We estimated that there were about 70
breeding pairs of Cattle Egret present and 70 breeding pairs
of Little Egret. The colony was in various stages of breeding.
This colony is growing in size year by year.
The Cattle Egret pellets showed that their main diet was
based on grasshoppers and their flying corridor from the
colony to their feeding grounds ran from Erskine, over
Nairns on to Ravenswood and the paddocks to the north
east of there.
There were five pairs of Great Egret building nests,
collecting sticks from the ground and stealing nest lining
from the Cattle Egret nests. The Great Egrets were mixed
in with the Cattle Egret and Little Egret nests.
When the parent birds returned to feed their young there
was quite a commotion as the young fought and struggled
to get fed. What happened was that the odd young Little
Egret or young Cattle Egret would fall out of the nest and
land on the ground underneath the colony. These young
birds were flightless and as soon as they landed on the
ground a Purple Swamphen came running and killed the
young birds within minutes, tearing them apart and eating
them like a raptor. There were about a dozen Purple
Swamphens patrolling the ground beneath the colony.

White Torque Pty Ltd

Gavin White
MRB5813
AU31609

Steve Elson and Linda Giblett

Picton East, Bushland Survey May 2020 - April
2021.
Over the past twelve months I have surveyed an area of
bushland at Picton East, Bunbury.
The research area is sandwiched between industry,
power lines and the South West and Forrest Highways
and is designated as Picton East Bushland in Birdata. It
is situated on the doorstep of Bunbury's eastern border
and still holds a reasonable number of bird species, an
average of almost 24 species were observed each month.
The area consists of sandplain country with liberal
sprinklings of Marri, Jarrah and banksia with stands of
Peppermint trees (Agonis flexuosa). During winter, a
lower area becomes partially inundated and attracts
several wetland species such as Grey Teal, Straw-necked
Ibis and White-faced Heron.

Ph: 0448 975 586
For servicing and repairs to all makes of
vehicles
Specialising in air conditioners, servicing
and repairs

There are the usual residents such as Grey Fantail,
Australian Ringneck, Red-capped Parrot, Australian Raven,
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Table 1

Picton East Bushland Survey 2020- 2021
May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Oct

Nov

Dec

Jan

Australian Raven

Species

P

P

P

P

Sep
P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Australian Ringneck

P

P

P

P

P(nesting)

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Red-Capped Parrot

P

P

P

P

P

P

Rufous Whistler

P

P

P

P

P

P

Grey Butcherbird

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Feb

Mar

Apr

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Tree Martin

P

P

P

P

Australian Magpie

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Splendid Fairy-wren

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Yellow-rumped Thornbill

P

Welcome Swallow

P

Magpie-lark

P

P
P

P

P
P

Red Wattlebird

P

P

P

Spotted (White-browed) Scrubwren

P

P

P

P
P

P
P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Weebill

P

Silvereye

P

Brown Honeyeater

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P
P

p

P
P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Regent Parrot

P

P

Western Gerygone

P

P

Willie Wagtail

P
P

Common Bronzewing

P

P

Pacific Black Duck

P

P

Grey Teal

P

Carnaby's Black-Cockatoo

P

Whistling Kite

P

P

P

P

Laughing Kookaburra

P

P

P

P

White-cheeked Honeyeater

P

Shining Bronze-cuckoo

P

Spotted Pardalote

P
P

P

P

P

P
P

Australian Shelduck

P
P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P(Juv)

P

Golden Whistler

P

Galah

P

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike

P

P
P
P

Straw-necked Ibis

P

Forest Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo

P

Grey Shrike-thrush

P

Grey Currawong

P

Striated Pardalote

P

Elegant Parrot

P

P

P
P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P(30-40)

P(35)

P

P

P

P
P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P (nesting)

White-faced Heron

P

Rainbow Bee-eater

P
P

P

Crested Pigeon

P

New Holland Honeyeater

P

Dusky Woodswallow
Total per month

P

P

P

P

P

P

Grey Fantail

Scarlet Robin

P

P

Inland Thornbill

Western Yellow Robin

P

P

P
19

19

28

26

31

26

20

26

28

23

20

21

Average per month 23.91
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Observations
This list has been compiled by the WA Records Officer with input from the WA Records Committee. Metropolitan suburbs or
shires are in parentheses. Please report interesting observations the WA Records Officer, John Graff (wasightings@birdlife.
org.au) or to the BirdLife WA office (9383 7749). Sightings are included on the BirdLife WA sightings page (http://birdswa.
com.au/sightings.htm) as soon as possible, and the most interesting are selected for inclusion in the next WABN.
Includes records received up to and including 14th April.

Highlights
The major highlights for the quarter were probably a couple of unexpected sightings down the west coast. A Watercock
found on the lawns of a caravan park in Coral Bay is a first record for Western Australia, while an out-of-place looking
Yellow Bittern was found on a beach near Greenhead. Neither bird hung around after the initial sightings. A male Blueand-White Flycatcher was also found dead in the southern Murchison, a 3rd record for mainland Western Australia.
The Bremer Canyon Orca season again produced a nice selection of rarely-reported seabirds, the most notable probably
being two different immature Southern Royal Albatrosses (one in February and one in March), a Light-mantled Sooty
Albatross in March, and a Grey Petrel in April. Three more records of Barau’s Petrel from the Bremer Canyon in January
and February appear to further confirm this species is a regular visitor to waters off WA in small numbers. Another Barau’s
Petrel was also seen from the coast in Perth following the passage of an ex-tropical low down the west coast. A couple of
days prior to the passage of the ex-low, two White-tailed Tropicbirds were also seen, though at a similar time to a sighing
the previous year so their occurrence may not have been related to the approaching low. In the north, good numbers of
Great Frigatebirds were seen in early April around Exmouth and Cape Range in association with the passage of ex-Tropical
Cyclone Odette.
For the second year, a boat trip ran between Perth and Exmouth, visiting deep canyons offshore from North-West Cape.
This area is very under-surveyed, so results were interesting. Bulwer’s Petrel were again recorded in good numbers from
this area, and are likely to be regular visitors, while a Masked Booby was also of interest. The most notable record was
a dark swiftlet seen almost 100km offshore - most likely an Edible-nest or hybrid farm swiftlet, but field identification of
these taxa is not possible with confidence.

METROPOLITAN (UBD Street
Directory)
Red-tailed Tropicbird – nesting pair
with chick, Jan-Mar 2021, Rottnest
Island (Rottnest Island) – SB et al.
(1st documented breeding record on
Rottnest since 1950s; photographs;
see also articles elsewhere in this
issue)
WHITE-TAILED TROPICBIRD – 2,
06/02/21, Leighton Beach/Mosman
Beach area (Mosman Park) – SR
(vagrant to southern WA waters)
Diamond Dove – 1, 13/02/21, Dubs
Close (Forrestfield) – JG (vagrant to
south-west; origin uncertain)
Fork-tailed [Pacific] Swift – c. 200,
18/01/21, Wolinski Park (Mullaloo) –
SS * 3, 18/01/21, Pearse St (North
Fremantle) – JW * c. 15, 12/04/21,
Cresswell Park (Claremont) – RB
(rare migrant to the south-west;
photographs of Claremont record)
BARAU’S PETREL – 1, 08/02/21,
Woodman Point (Munster) – HT *
1, 08/02/21, North Mole (North
Fremantle) – JG (scarce visitor to
waters off WA; 2nd record off the
west coast; photographs; records
involve same individual based on
timing of observations; subject to
BARC acceptance)
Streaked Shearwater – 12,
20/03/21, Perth Canyon, offshore
Perth – JG et al. (rarely reported
this far south; photographs)
Royal Spoonbill – 1, 28/03/21;
12/04/21, 19/04/21, Bardoc
Reserve (Greenfields) – SS et

al. * 1, 13/04/21, Goegrup Lake
(Barragup) – BA (rare in the southwest; all records likely involve same
individual; photographs; see also
WABN 176-177)
Masked Lapwing – 2 ssp.
novaehollandiae, 30/01-06/02/21,
Loch McNess, Yanchep NP – MG et
al. * 2 ssp. novaehollandiae, 12/0216/04/21, Sun City Golf Course
(Yanchep) – MG (rare but increasing
in south-west; photographs; records
almost certainly involve same pair)
Inland Dotterel – 1, 03/03/21,
Perth Airport (Perth Airport) – NH
(rare visitor to the Perth region;
photographs)
HUDSONIAN x BAR-TAILED
GODWIT – 1, 15/01-03/03/21,
Nairns (Coodanup) – DMH et al.
(considered 1st documented record
of a hybrid between godwit species;
photographs; see also WABN 177)
ORIENTAL HONEY-BUZZARD – up to
3, 05/01-15/02/21, Lake Joondalup
(Joondalup) – DM et al. * up to 3,
29-31/01/21, Bibra Lake (Bibra
Lake) – JR et al. * 1, 29/01/21,
Herdsman Lake (Herdsman) – WM
(vagrant to Australia; records
thought to involve a total of
five individuals; records of most
individuals previously accepted by
BARC; photographs)
Harrier sp. – 1, 09/09/20-10/01/21,
Herdsman Lake (Herdsman) – GG,
BB et al. (identity under discussion;
photographs)
Spotted Harrier – 1, 13/02/21, Eagle
Bay (Rottnest Island) – NY * 1,
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13/02/21, Yanchep NP (Yanchep) –
WS & HF * 1, 03/03/21, Rottnest
Island (Rottnest Island) – BR (rare
in Perth region)
Black Kite – 1, 05/02/21, Mount
Claremont (Claremont) – DB * 1,
20/02-1/04/21, ALCOA Wellard
Wetlands (Baldivis) – JH et al.
(rare visitor to the south-west;
photographs)
White-breasted Robin – 1,
01/03/21, ALCOA Wellard Wetlands
(Baldivis) – SJ * 1, 14-16/03/21,
garden (Kingsley) – MB (very rare
on coastal plain

SOUTH WEST (Shark Bay to
Cape Arid)
Spotted Nightjar – 1, 28/03/21,
Tuart Rd, Yeal (Gingin) – DM & PB
(rare in the Perth region, though
perhaps scarce autumn passage
migrant)
SOUTHERN ROYAL ALBATROSS – 1
immature, 11/02/21; 1 immature,
13/03/21, Bremer Canyon, offshore
Bremer Bay (Jerramungup) – MY,
NP et al. (rarely reported off WA;
photographs)
Sooty Albatross – 1, 14/03/21,
Bremer Canyon, offshore Bremer
Bay (Jerramungup) – MY et al.
(rarely reported in WA waters;
photographs)
LIGHT-MANTLED SOOTY
ALBATROSS – 1, 24/03/21, Bremer
Canyon, offshore Bremer Bay
(Jerramungup) – JL et al. (rarely
reported off WA; photographs)
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Observations, ctd
Barau’s Petrel – 1, 23/01/21; 1,
24/02/21; 1, 11/02/21, Bremer
Canyon, offshore Bremer Bay
(Jerramungup) – SR, MY et al.
(scarce visitor to waters off WA;
subject to BARC acceptance
photographs)
GREY PETREL – 1, 09/04/21, Bremer
Canyon, offshore Bremer Bay
(Jerramungup) – MY et al. (rarely
reported off WA; photographs)
YELLOW BITTERN – 1, 16/01/21,
beach opposite Lipfert Island,
Greenhead (Coorow) – BK et al.
(2nd. record for Western Australia;
subject to BARC acceptance;
photographs)
Masked Lapwing – 2 ssp.
novaehollandiae, 16/03/21,
Thurkle St (Busselton) – BS (rare
but increasing in south-west;
photographs)
EURASIAN CURLEW – 1, 25/0211/03/21, Vasse-Wonnerup Estuary
(Busselton) – CT & KW (vagrant to
Western Australia; subject to BARC
acceptance; photographs)
Oriental Pratincole – 1, 26/01/21,
Vasse-Wonnerup Estuary
(Busselton) – KW (rare migrant to
southern WA)
Spotted Harrier – 2, 23/03/21,
Collins Road (Beverley) – KG &
GL (scarce this far south-west;
photographs)
Mulga Parrot – 2 male, 05/04/21,
Bob’s Lake (Cranbrook) – JA &
KA (south-west of usual range;
photographs)

ARID ZONE
Diamond Dove – 2, 03-04/04/21; 1,
05-12/04/21, Eyre Bird Observatory
(Dundas) – GH et al. (south of usual
range; photographs)
ALL-DARK SWIFTLET sp. – 1,
25/02/21, Cloates and Cape Range
Canyons, c. 100km offshore NorthWest Cape (Exmouth) – GS, DM
et al. (dark swiftlets rare visitors
to northern WA; very rarely
reported outside of the Kimberley;
photographs)
WATERCOCK – 1 first-year bird,
24/01/21, Bay View Caravan Park,
Coral Bay (Carnarvon) – CW (1st
record for Western Australia; subject
to BARC acceptance; photographs)
Bulwer’s Petrel – 1, 24/02/21, shelf
edge c. 150km SW of Coral Bay
(Carnarvon) – GS, DM et al * 18,
25/02/21, Cloates and Cape Range
Canyons, c. 100km offshore NorthPage 44

West Cape (Exmouth) – GS, DM et
al. (rarely reported this far south off
WA, though likely a regular visitor
offshore; photographs)
Great Frigatebird – 5 (1 adult
male, 1 adult female, 3 juvenile/
immature), 11/04/21, SS Mildura
Wreck, Cape Range NP (Exmouth) –
SF & GrG * 3, 11/04/21, Vlamingh
Head Lighthouse (Exmouth) – SF *
1 adult male, 11/04/21, Tantabiddi
Boat Ramp (Exmouth) – SF * 2 (1
adult male, 1 immature), 11/04/21,
Trisel Beach, Cape Range NP
(Exmouth) – SF (rarely reported
in WA waters away from breeding
colonies; seen in association with
passage of ex-Tropical Cyclone
Odette; photographs)

CHRISTMAS ISLAND
WHITE WAGTAIL – 1 ssp. lugens,
19/03/21, Wharf – EL (vagrant to
Australian territory; subject to BARC
acceptance; photographs)

OBSERVERS
BA = Bruce Angus
BB = Bill Betts
BBO = Broome Bird Observatory
BK = Brendan Kinsella
BR = Bill Rutherford
BS = Brett Skoglund
CH = Chris Hassell
CT = Christine Taylor
CW = Christine Williams

Masked Booby – 1 immature,
25/02/21, Cloates and Cape Range
Canyons, c. 100km offshore NorthWest Cape (Exmouth) – GS, DM et
al. (rarely reported in WA away from
breeding islands; photographs)

DB = David Brauhart

Long-tailed Jaeger – 1, 25/02/21,
Cloates and Cape Range Canyons,
c. 100km offshore North-West Cape
(Exmouth) – GS, DM et al. (rarely
reported off the west coast, though
likely a regular visitor offshore in
small numbers; photographs)

GG = Geoffrey Groom

BLUE-AND-WHITE FLYCATCHER
– 1 male found dead, late Dec ’20,
southern Murchison region – EFT
(3rd record for Western Australia;
subject to BARC acceptance;
photographs)

HT = Heather Thorning

DM = Dan Mantle
DMH = Derek Mead-Hunter
EFT = Emma Foulkes-Taylor
EL = Ellias Loh
GrG = Grant Griffin
GH = Gail Holt
GL = Graham Little
GS = George Swann
HF = Homer Ford
JA = John Anderson
JG = John Graff
JH = Jake Harfield
JL = Jodie Lowe
JR = Joe Russell

KIMBERLEY

JW = Jordan Webber

all-dark swiftlet sp. – 3,
22/01/21, Broome Port (Broome)
– NJ et al. (dark swiftlets rare
visitors to northern WA; seen
following passage of tropical low;
photographs)

KA = Kristy Anderson
KG = Ken Glasson
KH = Kerry Hadley
KW = Kim Williams
MB = Mike Bamford

House Swift – 1, 21/01/21, Broome
Port (Broome) – NJ et al. * 26+,
22/01/21, Broome Port (Broome)
– NJ et al. (rarely reported migrant
to Western Australia; seen following
passage of tropical low; subject to
BARC acceptance; photographs)

MG = Martin Greenwood

Broad-billed Sandpiper – 490,
03/03/21, BBO Beach, Roebuck Bay
(Broome) – BBO (high count)

PB = Plaxy Barratt

Tawny Grassbird – 2, 05-07/04/21,
Roebuck Plains, along Gt Northern
Hwy (Broome) – CH, KH et al.
(rare visitor to Broome region;
photographs)

SF = Stewart Ford

MY = Machi Yoshida
NH = Nick Hart
NJ = Nigel Jackett
NP = Nathan Piesse
NY = Nathan Yaschenko
RB = Ross Brown
SB = Steve Bell
SJ = Stephen Jones
SR = Steve Reynolds
SS = Steven Spragg
WM = Wynton Maddeford
WS = Wendy Sligo
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Notices
BIRD WALKS AT STIRLING RANGE RETREAT
2021
The owners of the Stirling Range Retreat, Virginia and Darren, have
requested that BirdLife Western Australia volunteers lead walks at
Stirling Range Retreat again this year as we have done in the past.
Each volunteer would spend one week leading daily dawn (8 am) and
afternoon (3 pm) bird walks during spring 2021. After the devastating
fires in the National Park in early 2020 and the effects of the Covid
pandemic, we have an excellent opportunity to support the Retreat once
again.
The walks this year will commence on Saturday 28th August (the first
volunteer arrives on Friday 27th August) and conclude after the 8 am
morning walk on Saturday 30th October 2021.
Again, the walks will be conducted on well-pounded kangaroo trails,
within the Retreat precinct and in the adjacent 50 acres of woodland
north of the Retreat. The terrain is flat and the walks are very easily
negotiated.
We would also expect to conduct evening talks, at 7 pm on Monday,
Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday, that are illustrated with a PowerPoint
presentation of bird photographs and accompanying bird calls. The
computer and projector will be available pre-loaded with the necessary
software for the duration of the program.
Accommodation arrangements in 2021 will be as follows:
• the leaders and their partners will be offered a 50% tariff on cabin
accommodation.
• those people who will be using their own caravan for accommodation, a
tariff free powered site will be available.
• 100% of all walk and talk fees will be donated to BirdLife Western
Australia. Note: during spring 2020, BirdLife volunteers raised more
than $3000 from the walks and PowerPoint presentations.
• When available, leaders are invited to join the 9 am Hidden Treasures
Orchid and Wildflower Tour as guests of the Retreat.
All weeks are still available to volunteers who would like to take part in
the program and weeks will be allocated on a first come, first served
basis.
For further details please contact Clive Nealon via email at clivenealon@
bigpond.com
or by phone at 9448-5921 or 0402 009 462

Submissions to Birdnotes
It is abundantly helpful if attachments to articles are
submitted individually.
Photographs High resolution images only. Photo size
should be not less than 300 ppi, with a file size of at least
600 kb (preferably over 1 mb).
Maps & Graphs Separate pdf to accompany article
Tables Excel spread sheet to accompany article is
ideal. Tables in Word can accompany article as separate
document or be embedded in your article.
Large files may require multiple emails.
When possible, please avoid embedding photos, maps,
tables or graphs into pdfs, word docs, or emails.
Thank you for your support

Notices
Procedures for cancellation of excursions, campouts, walks and talks due to
Covid 19 restrictions.
BirdLife WA has a duty of care to its members and the wider community, to make sure that no one is put at risk
and that we keep safe.
We also have to obey the law.
If a complete lockdown occurs then •

all excursions and campouts organised by the Excursions Committee will be cancelled immediately,

•

all activities organised by the Community Engagement Committee, walks and/or talks, will be cancelled
immediately,

•

all other Birdlife WA activities involving volunteers and the general public will also be cancelled immediately.

During post-lockdown transition, when the following measures (or similar) remain in place •

compulsory wearing of masks in public, while at work, and on public transport, unless exemptions apply e.g.
vigorous outdoor exercise (birdwatching is not a vigorous outdoor exercise)

•

20-person limit for private indoor and outdoor gatherings

•

4 sq m rule for public venues

then Birdlife WA activities mentioned above will also be cancelled.
The responsibility of cancellation falls to the person who is responsible for the event, not the BWA Office
Manager, so it is critical that all excursion and campout leaders, and Community Education Committee
presenters, monitor the government website, Department of the Premier and Cabinet (www.wa.gov.au) or the
radio or TV for the current status.
Caution is the best policy so all members who go on excursions must be vigilant and take personal control to stay
safe and well. If in doubt, or you are feeling unwell, please stay home.
Beth Walker, Vice-Chair BirdLife WA

ACCESSING BACK ISSUES OF WABN
BirdLife WA has provided all the back issues on the web at
http://www.birdswa.com.au/WABN/?C=N;O=D
•

Go to the BirdLife website

•

then into the section for BirdLife WA

•

and then into ‘publications’ which is publicly accessible

Thanks to Margaret Philippson, who put an amazing amount of
effort into this, the files are searchable. Searches in older issues
are not always 100% exact, because while they have been
scanned from the originals, the typeface in those early days was
not always clear, so some errors will occur.
Bruce Buchanan, a previous editor of WABN, went to
extraordinary lengths to write an index for the first 50 issues
and this covers the most problematic issues, so it is best to use
his index for older issues. This is available in the BirdLife WA
Library.
Scans on newer issues will be highly reliable and, of course,
searches on the most recent issues will be exact.
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Full colour
A4 page
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Excursion Reports
ALFRED COVE, 13 DECEMBER
The weather on the Sunday morning excursion was mild
with light winds and a slight drizzle, giving 24 members
and guests a cool change for the morning. Unfortunately,
the tide was high. The low pressure system off our coast
changed the river tides.
Shorebird species numbers were very low. Grey Plover,
Common Greenshank, Common Sandpiper, Australian Pied
Oystercatcher and Pied Stilt were the only shorebirds to be
seen.
Three species of terns were seen on the sand bank along
with four species of cormorants and the Australasian Darter
was in the cove itself.
A Yellow-rumped Thornbill was spotted west of Haig Road.
They have not been seen for a couple of years and it was
a lovely surprise to know the birds are still around. Birds
heard calling were the Little Grassbird and the Mistletoebird.
White-fronted Chat. Photo by Shelley Altman
The Rainbow Bee-eaters were still breeding behind their
protected barrier.
Both Sooty and Australian Pied Oystercatchers were
observed. Ospreys were seen throughout the weekend. The
There were a healthy number of bush bird species for
highlight of the weekend was, undoubtedly, being treated to
the morning and bird call produced 45 species during an
excellent views of a pair of Red-tailed Tropicbird displaying
enjoyable mornings walk.
Toni Webster breeding courtship behaviours.

ROTTNEST ISLAND SHOREBIRD 2021 SURVEY, 1314 FEBRUARY
What an exciting weekend! Covid restrictions had eased,
so the survey could go ahead. Wearing face masks and
using binoculars is a little tricky, but all 12 of us agreed,
that it was no barrier to a great weekend of birding.
Accommodation was at the centrally located research
station, at the end of the causeway.
Surveys around all the beaches and bays were conducted
on Saturday morning. We were divided into small groups of
twos or threes and each group surveyed different locations.
Weather conditions seemed ideal and tides were low enough
to expose some reef and allow good beach access. There
was plenty of sea wrack. All the lakes were surveyed on the
Sunday morning.
One of the main focuses of the survey was to count the
threatened Fairy Tern in this Key Biodiversity area (KBA).
Fairy Terns had been recorded attempting breeding on the
island in recent weeks and 571 birds were counted, many
feeding juveniles. The highest count (518) at any one site
was at the western end of Lake Baghdad. The importance of
the Rottnest Island’s listing internationally as a KBA for this
threatened species continues to be warranted.
Overall, the shorebirds total count was 5312, a slight
increase from the previous year. The trans-equatorial
migratory species results were consistent with earlier
surveys and counts totalled 2223. Almost 2000 Rednecked Stint and 157 Ruddy Turnstone were seen. Banded
Stilt (1002) was less than 2020 (13 106) but this is
commensurate with this species migrating to salt-lake inland
breeding behaviour then returning to their non-breeding
sites. Significant inland rain has occurred in the salt-lake
areas of Western Australia in recent preceding weeks.

Other interesting sightings were a Spotted Harrier, a female
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo seen in the Settlement area and
a group of Banded Lapwing roaming across the golf course.
White-fronted Chats were seen at a number of survey sites.
Total bird count was 58 species for the weekend, 33 of
which were shorebirds. From the data collected it is evident
that Rottnest is a key coastal and saline lakes undisturbed
habitat for many species of shore birds. Rottnest plays a
vital role in that it provides rich food for different shorebird
species.
Much appreciation and thanks to Suzanne Mather for
coordinating the survey and to BirdLife WA and its members
who volunteered an estimated 250 hours on this work.
Thanks also to the Rottnest Island Authority (RIA) for their
ongoing support. The RIA is to be congratulated on the
continued protection of this important shorebird site.
Shelley Altman

DENMARK CAMPOUT, 19-22 FEBRUARY
With a number of participants arriving early and getting
a head start to the birding, an initial count of 89 species
meant that many of our 24 strong party had already come
up short in their overall estimates for the weekend’s tally.
Such was the bird activity in the caravan park itself that
many had already compiled a substantial list by the time
they had set up camp.

Whimbrel, Bar-tailed Godwit, Grey-tailed Tattler and Eastern
Reef Egret were seen out along the western and northern
bays. Sanderling was abundant. However, neither Great nor
Red Knots were seen. Curlew Sandpiper was also not seen,
despite previously being considered abundant.
Good variety and numbers of terns were seen, with Roseate,
Bridled, Crested, Fairy and Caspian Terns all present.
Red-eared Firetail. Photo by Gary Taylor

Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 178 June 2021

Page 47

Excursion Reports, ctd
Andrew and Jill did warn us that waders were scarce and
such was the case at most spots visited on Saturday, though
Common Greenshank, Pied Stilt, Red-capped Plover, Rednecked Stint, Black-fronted Dotterel and Australian Pied
Oystercatcher were all observed at various locations, along
with two Hooded Plovers, a definite standout during our
morning visit to Ocean Beach. Subsequently we did the
Heritage and Karri Trail walks, where the highlight for me
had been close-up viewing of a Collared Sparrowhawk, one
of eight raptor species seen on the campout, which also
included multiple sightings of White-bellied Sea-Eagle. That
afternoon’s visits to Owingup Swamp and Parry Inlet also
saw Chestnut Teal, Southern Emu-wren and White-fronted
Chat added to our count.

with a hearing aid.

Mt. Lindesay National Park on Sunday afforded further good
sightings of endemic Western Australian species including
Western Rosella, Western Spinebill, Western Thornbill and
flyovers of Carnaby’s and Baudin’s Black-Cockatoos. The
highlight for me was Lowlands Beach, after first stopping
in at Youngs Lake and Morley Beach, on our afternoon
travels. Apart from the wonderful views of our southern
coastline, it also produced Pacific Gull, Eastern Reef Egret,
Sooty Oystercatcher, Australasian Gannet and Fleshfooted Shearwater. Drama struck late this day, in what was
believed to be a wasp-bite to Lou’s forehead, which had him
briefly down for the count and an ambulance called, but
good news filtered back that he had doctor’s clearance and
was recovering well by bird call that evening.

It was indeed a beautiful morning. Thank you Clive Nealon.

Monday’s final walk along a shady portion of the Bibbulmun
track saw us virtually tripping over Red-eared Firetail and
Red-winged Fairy-wren, prior to our final morning tea and
bird count, which realised a healthy 108 species and saw
Eric Wheatley the winner of the “Denmark Mug”.

Thousands of these wonderful birds were flying around,
perching above us and landing on the swampy area of the
lake, presumably for a drink. Mesmerized by all the activity,
I’d have been quite happy to pull out my chair and coffee
and watch. One lone Wood Sandpiper was spotted in the
distance among the few water birds on the lake.
The walk through the bush and limestone cliffs had its own
rewards, which included a beautiful, well camouflaged trio of
Tawny Frogmouths.
Apart from the Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos, none of the
species was in abundance. Forty-one species were seen.

BIBRA LAKE, 7 MARCH

Stella Stewart-Wynn

A warm and humid morning saw a final count of 30
members and seven visitors take part in the walk. Bibra
Lake was lacking in water and consequently also lacking in
waterfowl.
For this reason, the first (new) bird-hide, designed to
float, but presenting more as open pasture, surprised us
by realising some good raptor viewing. Whistling Kite and
Swamp Harrier were initially seen before we were afforded
the great spectacle of an Australian Hobby, initially chasing
Welcome Swallows, then having roles reversed, with a
swallow actually seeing off the hobby. The later sighting of a
Brown Goshawk resulted in an overall raptor count of four.

Western Wattlebird, mainly female Splendid Fairy-wren and
Red-capped Parrot were all viewed in multiple locations
and all three ibis were spotted, with a great fly-over of
Thanks go to Andrew and Jill for their sterling efforts in
some 50+ Straw-necked Ibis a highlight. Of note also was
once again organising and leading a very successful and
the tracking down of a Fan-tailed Cuckoo and some longmemorable campout.
distance viewing of what were finally agreed to be a pair of
Alan Watson Black-tailed Godwit, together with numerous Pied Stilts.
The late inclusion of a distant Australasian Darter, in flight,
brought our final morning’s count to 62 species and a well
earnt morning tea, for our efforts. Thanks to Nigel for his
To a cacophony of wonderful Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo
chatter, 28 of us gathered in the car park at 7.30 to attempt assistance and the rest of the very experienced team, for
some great spotting.
to hear Clive’s plan for the morning. Nigh impossible even
Alan Watson

YANCHEP NATIONAL PARK, 27 FEBRUARY

BIRDLIFE WA NEW MEMBERS
1 FEBRUARY 2021 TO 25 APRIL 2021
MATTHAUS ATKINS
NATHAN BEERKENS
NICOLE BLACKBURN
DAVID BROMET
NICOLE BROWN
DANIELA BUTERS
BRENDON CANT
IRENE CLARKE
JANE COUSINS
SUSAN DAVIS
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BENJAMIN DIXMATTHEWS

RUSSELL KING

NINA SMITH-BIRCH

LUKE DRAKEFORD

ANGELIQUE
KNAPPERS

DONALD TREGONNING

BRUCE GARDINER

GINA KOCZBERSKI

JUDITH GEDERO

PAULA MACMILLANPERICH

PATRICK WILLIAMS

JOE GERBER
RON GOLDSMITH
MARK HACKLETON
COLIN INGRAM
FRANCOIS JOUBERT

JOHN MALONE

SHEILA WILEMAN
KEN WITHERS
KEVIN WOOD

MASAMI PATON
AMY RAKKUSOL
GRAEME SHEPPARD
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Excursion Reports, ctd
PONY CLUB AREA, HERDSMAN LAKE, 13 MARCH
Despite it being the 13/3/21 we were very fortunate with
a glorious day for our 35 strong group, with 12 visitors.
Towards the end of our walk, it did become rather windy,
making the water in the lakes very choppy. Many comments
were made about the high water level in the lakes, which
was possibly why we only saw a small number of duck
species.
We were fortunate to see five raptors. A Peregrine Falcon
was the most exciting, but it was good to see Whistling Kite,
an Australian Hobby, Brown Goshawk and Swamp Harrier.
The kites flushed a group of 12 Glossy Ibis that were
very busily feeding on the edge of the drain. We were all
impressed with their magnificent colouring as they moved
in and out of the sunlight. The Australian White Ibis appear
to have finished their breeding in the Typha in the middle
of the lake. Their activity did not appear to be driven by
hungry chicks. There was what appeared to be a newly
fledged Yellow-billed Spoonbill being fed by adults. Several
White-faced Herons were noted during our walk. One Strawnecked Ibis flew over the car park as we were leaving,
which gave a total of 52 species seen on the 2 1/2hour walk.
Few bush birds were seen or heard, and no crakes or
rails found. The usual coots, Dusky Moorhens, Purple
Swamphens, Australian Reedwarblers and Little Grassbirds
were heard in the Typha.
We found the Saturday Bird Banding group in action and it
was interesting hearing the outcomes of their statistics over
the many years of their research.
Claire Gerrish

added to the growing list of birds seen. At morning tea the
count was 48. Later in the day, after reviewing photos of a
distant wader, Clive Nealon confirmed that the wader he had
seen earlier was a Pectoral Sandpiper. This brought the final
tally to 49 species.
Shelley Altman

BREMER BAY CAMPOUT, 22-26 MARCH
The area around Bremer Bay was showing the effects
of three consecutive dry winters, with most lakes dry or
reduced to muddy puddles, the estuaries drying rapidly
and the fish in those estuaries dead due to increased
salinity. The vegetation was also showing signs of stress.
Notwithstanding this, a keen group of members assembled
at the Bremer Bay Beaches Resort and Tourist Park on the
Sunday evening for the campout briefing. The park is well
maintained and a number of bird species could be found in
and around it; the most notable being Tawny Frogmouth,
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo, Southern Boobook and Varied
Sittella.
On Monday morning, the group visited the Wellstead Estuary
and very quickly found a number of Rock Parrots in the
dunes near the estuary bar. Both species of oystercatcher
and a Whimbrel were recorded on the flat behind the bar.
The usually resident Osprey pair had moved on, possibly
due to the lack of fish. However, a White-bellied Sea-Eagle
made several passes down one side while we searched for
waders and waterbirds farther along the estuary. In the
afternoon a walk to the sewage ponds added some more
waterbirds and a White-breasted Robin.

Day two commenced with a walk around a large, dry lake
on private property where over thirty species were recorded
BLACKWALL REACH, BICTON, 18 MARCH
including Purple-crowned Lorikeet, Regent Parrot and
Scarlet Robin. After lunch, the group visited the airstrip,
Twenty-eight participants arrived at Kent Street jetty, Bicton
looking for birds in the surrounding heath. Tawny-crowned
for the walk along Blackwall Reach to Point Walter. The
Honeyeater, Elegant Parrot and Southern Emu-wren were
cliffs and river views are a pleasant surprise to visitors and
among the small number of species recorded.
always allow great vantage points to scan the river and
observe the river bird life. The spit, being submerged due
A trip to the Fitzgerald River National Park on Wednesday
to the change in tide, reduced some opportunities for more
commenced with a stop at the Gairdner River crossing on
shore birds. However, the foreshore provided the group with Devils Creek Road before continuing on to Point Ann after
some spotting challenges, trying to locate the Australian
morning tea. On a walk from Point Ann along the beach
Hobby and Nankeen Night-Herons perched in their selected to the St Mary inlet we recorded White-bellied Sea-Eagle,
pine trees.
Brown Falcon and a large gathering of Greater Crested Terns
at the mouth of the inlet. Walking up the dry inlet to a small
We returned along the historic former tram line route
pool was hard going but this was forgotten by the sighting
through woodlands, providing a good balance of habitats to
of two Hooded Plovers.
this interesting area. An Osprey perched alongside the path
and a Sacred Kingfisher and White-cheeked Honeyeater
Thursday commenced with a walk part way around another
made up the 41 species seen. A rewarding walk for
dry lake on a property near Gairdner. On the way out
birdwatchers of all experiences.
the first Australasian Pipit for the campout was sighted
– unusually scarce this time. In the afternoon another
Jenny Sumpton and Lynley Davey
property close to the coastal reserve was visited, where
Swamp Banksias in flower were attracting Western Spinebill,
LAKE GWELUP, 20 MARCH
Western Wattlebird and other honeyeaters. Some fast
The predicted hot maximum of 38⁰ C didn’t deter the large
disappearing Emu were also noted along with Red-eared
turnout for this autumn walk. Welcome to the six visitors
Firetail. The owner joined the group and enjoyed learning
who joined the group, and thanks to the other 24 BirdLife
more about the birds on the property.
W.A. members who made this a very pleasant outing.
The visit to Beaufort Inlet on Friday was probably the
Water levels were low, but still supporting a good variety
highlight of the campout. Of the three estuaries visited
and numbers of waterbirds. Good views across the lake
during the week, this one had the most water in it although
were possible from a few vantage points around the lake.
many who had been there before commented on the low
Five duck species were seen, as well as large numbers of
water level. In his report on a visit to the estuary in 1926,
Pied Stilts. Glossy Ibis were close to the shore and their bold Serventy mentioned that it had ‘a beach all round its shores’
iridescent plumage was glimmering in the early morning
(Serventy 1926), as it did during this visit. Serventy also
light. Bush birds were also plentiful and even though the
referred to information he was given that ‘for some years
Rainbow Bee-eaters had already left this regular site, there prior to about 1900, it was dry altogether, forming an
were plenty of photo opportunities for the enthusiasts.
extensive samphire flat on which sheep were pastured’.
Rufous Whistler, Western Wattlebird and Tawny Frogmouth
Quite a number of waterbirds were recorded by the group
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at this location as well as three raptors. A lucky few heard
Australian Owlet-nightjar and Western Whipbird. The
occupants of the last vehicle to leave also saw a Restless
Flycatcher.
A final visit to the Wellstead Estuary on the way back to the
tourist park added Red-necked Avocet to the campout list.
Even without many waders and waterfowl, the group
recorded 109 species at the locations we visited. The prize
for the closest ‘guesstimate’ – a bottle of wine from the local
winery – was won by Alfred Lau.
Thanks to the owners of the properties that we visited, who
made us welcome during a busy time of the year, to Frank
(the camp host at Beaufort Inlet) who told us about the
Malleefowl which again we didn’t see, and to the owners and
staff of the tourist park who made us feel welcome and gave
generously of their time.
Dusky Moorhen. Photo by Jennifer Sumpton
Reference
Serventy, D. L. (1926). Birds of Pallinup Estuary, West
Saturday morning, we headed north for the Porongurups
Australia. The Emu 26, 64-69.
Peter Sandilands and Kamballup Bushland along the Kalgan River, 65 km
from Albany. We parked adjacent to Woogenellup Road and
walked up a dry creek amongst magnificent Wandoo trees
WELLARD WETLANDS, 27 MARCH
with lots of nesting hollows. Elegant Parrots flew over as
did a small flock of Regent Parrots doing circuits. We then
The water levels in the lakes at Wellard were low, partly
crossed the road to a large pool in the Kalgan River, putting
because of the previous warm weather but also partly
up Pacific Black Duck, Eurasian Coot and Grey Teal. There
because water had been taken by fire-fighting helicopters
were several mixed flocks of small birds encountered but no
for the recent fires in the area. In addition, substantial
Rufous Treecreepers.
undergrowth had been cleared, thus reducing low cover for
birds. Despite these issues, the group of 23 birdwatchers
After morning tea we continued on to Twin Creek
achieved a count of 56 species, the same as the previous
Conservation Reserve. This is remnant bushland purchased
year.
by private citizens, covenanted with the National Trust.

No grebes were seen, but Black Swan and five duck species,
Musk Duck, Australian Shelduck, Grey Teal, Pacific Black
Duck and Blue-billed Duck, were present. Cormorants were
well represented, with Little Pied, Great, Little Black and
Great Pied, together with Australasian Darter. There was a
Cattle Egret in the adjoining paddock. Great Egret, Whitefaced Heron, Little Egret, Australian White Ibis, Strawnecked Ibis and Yellow-billed Spoonbill were also observed.
Waders comprised Pied Stilt, Black-fronted Dotterel and
Common Greenshank.
The raptors seen were White-bellied Sea-Eagle, Whistling
Kite, Swamp Harrier and Nankeen Kestrel. Regent Parrot
was seen as well as Australian Ringneck and Red-capped
Parrot.
Charles Merriam

It is well set up with toilets, covered meeting area and
information boards. There was little flowering, although
one bush of profusely flowering Hakea oldfieldii with its
wonderful mead-like perfume, attracted many bees and
us. The best birds were Southern Emu-wren, seen by
many and Tawny-crowned Honeyeater. After lunch, driving
the long exit road we saw Dusky Woodswallow (our first
woodswallow), a pair of Scarlet Robin and small flocks of
Elegant and Regent Parrots in the trees. The total was now
110 species and we gathered in the camp kitchen for a BBQ/
meal together.

Easter Sunday. On the way to Rushy Point we stopped
by the King River Bridge, seeing Grey Plover, Common
Greenshank, Little Egret, Caspian Tern and Sacred
Kingfisher, and a flock of Australian Shelduck flew over.
Then on to Rushy Point for waders, and for once the tide
was right, but there was a strong wind and the birds were
ALBANY, EASTER CAMPOUT, 2-5 APRIL
distant. Finally, some flew onto the spit, including Grey
Thursday evening, thirty-two members met for the campout Plover, Greater Sand Plover and Pacific Golden Plover.
briefing. The caravan park was alive with birds and many
Patience was indeed a virtue!
people already had a good bird list.
Then onto Lake Powell. This is a relatively large body of
The Good Friday convoy left promptly at 0730 for
water with dense edging of Typha but few access points
Lake Seppings, where we split into two groups and
to the water. After some tricky parking, we walked along
circumnavigated the lake. Best birds were Red-eared
a track to a bird hide for ‘scope views over the reeds for
Firetail, White-breasted Robin, Red-winged Fairy-wren,
Yellow-billed Spoonbill and Great Egret. The best view
Inland Thornbill and Red-capped Parrot investigating
was through the reeds to a sandbar where Black Swan,
hollows. Water birds included Hoary-headed Grebe, Musk
Australian Pelican and Australian White Ibis were seen.
and Australian Wood Duck, Little Black and Little Pied
Across the water were about 150 Blue-billed Duck, Pacific
Cormorants, Yellow-billed Spoonbill and some lucky people
Black Duck, Grey Teal, Musk Duck and Australian Shelduck.
saw a Spotless Crake. Morning tea on the adjacent lawn,
Swamp Harrier and Whistling Kite were seen but the
many with hot cross buns. The afternoon’s birding was at
Peregrine Falcon seen here on the ‘recce’ was not. Back to
Prideaux Rd, where there was excellent bushland with a
the cars for morning tea and a sugar hit of Easter eggs.
few flowering banksia and dryandra, including Parrot Bush.
Next onto Torbay Hall with interesting information boards,
However, apart from some Western Spinebills and Western
toilets and our lunch spot. The weather was misty as we
Wattlebirds, the birding was disappointing. The numerous,
voracious mosquitoes kept us on our toes. At the end of the again split into two groups to follow a nature walk trail along
the river and bridge. Some of the tall Karri was flowering
day we had seen 87 species.
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and honeyeaters including Brown, Gilbert’s, New Holland
Honeyeaters and Red Wattlebird were seen, as were Redeared Firetail, White-browed Scrubwren and Western
Rosella. Fortunately, we were all able to eat lunch under
cover as the mist turned to rain.
On the last morning we left early for the tide dependant
waders at Kalgan River mouth, forewarned by Sue that it
would be wet underfoot due to tide and rain. As the transequatorial waders were getting ready to migrate north to
their breeding grounds, all were busily feeding, including
Red and Great Knots easily separated in their partial
breeding plumage, Grey Plover and Bar-tailed Godwit.
We then moved onto the culturally significant Oyster
Harbour Fishtraps and Interpretive Project at Kalgan
Heights, followed by a bush walk under a huge Osprey nest
and along a track in front of cliff top properties. Osprey,
Sacred Kingfisher, Red-eared Firetail, Golden Whistler,
White-breasted Robin and Red-capped Parrot were all
active.
We then returned to camp for our final morning tea and
birdcall. The final tally was 122 species and Hidi Lau won
the bottle of wine.
Sincere thanks to Sue Abbotts for her thorough ‘recces’ and
organisation for this campout, ensuring we visited a diverse
range of habitats, including some off the beaten track,
managing to find timely shelter and amazingly, to avoid the
hordes of other holiday makers.
We acknowledge we were on the lands of the Menang, a
group of Noongar people, who are the traditional owners of
the south-west of Western Australia.
Xenia Dennett

LAKE COOGEE, 3 APRIL
Pleasant weather was enjoyed by 23 enthusiastic birders for
a five kilometre walk around Lake Coogee. As our normal
parking area has now become part of a new housing subdivision at the north end of the lake, we congregated midway along the eastern side near a recently installed traffic
barrier on Fawcett Road. We proceeded in a clockwise
direction around the lake and a pair of Buff-banded Rail was
the first birds of serious note, followed by a White-bellied
Sea-Eagle. As the line of participants stretched out to a
considerable extent over the route, we collected a decent
final tally of 49 species at bird call. Raptor sightings were
notably down against historic recordings with only the
Whistling Kite, Australian Hobby and Black-shouldered Kite
to add to the sea-eagle. A nice bonus for the stragglers
was very good views of two Spotless Crakes actually
wading across the wetland below the east end of the Water
Corporation bridge. Despite all the development around the
lake, the water levels were reasonably high and there were
still good birds to be seen, albeit in reduced numbers.
Jan and Dave Crossley

ASHFIELD FLATS, 18 APRIL
A good turn-out of almost thirty birders, including several
visitors, assembled at this popular riverside venue in perfect
autumn weather conditions. Ashfield Flats has a wide variety
of habitats including the Swan River, medium bushland,
some wetland areas and a reasonable number of larger
trees containing some interesting hollows. Consequently,
good numbers of various species are recorded on many
BirdLife excursions to this venue and this day was no
exception with a total of fifty-three.
Australasian Darter, Great Cormorant, Little Black Cormorant
and Little Pied Cormorant were all present as were four
raptor species: Whistling Kite, Collared Sparrowhawk,
Nankeen Kestrel and Australian Hobby. A small flock of
Crested Pigeons was seen and a few people were lucky
enough to spot Little Grassbirds as they quickly flew from
one patch of reeds to another. An encouraging sign was that
we observed fairly good numbers of Australian Ringnecks, a
species which is starting to become a bit uncommon in the
metro area.
Possibly the highlight of the day was seeing an Australasian
Darter and an Australian Hobby becoming involved in a
short but sharp aerial tiff over the Swan River.
Peter White

RAY MARSHALL PARK, VIVEASH, 2 MAY
A glorious warm, sunny morning greeted twenty masked up
members and guests of BirdLife WA to Ray Marshall Park. A
reasonably straightforward walk along the Swan River once
again produced plenty of interesting birds for all to see.
We had the usual selection of ducks on the water, along
with both Little Pied and Little Black Cormorants, Whitefaced Heron and Nankeen Night-Heron. Sadly, we saw two
Australasian Darters with what appeared to be pieces of
fishing nets stuck in their beaks, presumably hooked around
their tongues.
At one point along the river two or three immature Redcapped Robins provided prolonged views as they were busy
feeding and seemingly oblivious to their audience.

Red-capped Parrot. Photo by Jennifer Sumpton
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Having reached the end of the walk along the river we
turned back and almost immediately saw a large raptor
flying away from us. The brief views were just about enough
for us to claim an Osprey. From the path we then took a
detour across a large grassy area, which yielded good views
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of Australasian Pipits, and arrived at the swamp contained
within the park. The swamp added a number of birds to
our list, including Black Swan, Pink-eared Duck, Pied Stilt,
Little Grassbird, and Australian Reed Warbler. Three more
raptors were recorded there too, being a Whistling Kite, an
Australian Hobby, and a Nankeen Kestrel.
Among the other birds seen during the course of the walk
were seven parrot species, along with Rufous Whistler and
Grey Fantail, Grey Butcherbird, Striated Pardalote, Weebill,
and Western Gerygone.
At the bird call, when 58 species were listed, we were able
to confirm the earlier Osprey sighting as it was perched in a
tree across the river.
Overall, a very enjoyable walk, in spite of the need to wear
masks.
Clive Nealon

Coming Events
Important note re campouts
Members anticipating attending campouts must notify the BirdLife WA Office (9383 7749) of the number in their party and when
they will arrive.
If you are unsure, put your name down as you can always cancel.
An emergency contact number should also be provided in case of accident.

New members
Please let the leaders know that you are a new member and don’t hesitate to ask for assistance with bird sightings.

Wherever you are, please observe your relevant state and territory advice and
maintain social distancing and good hygiene when planning birding outings,
events, monitoring, surveys or fieldwork, where this is allowed.
Saturday 5 June: Flynn Road,
Mundaring

Sunday 13 June: Tom Bateman
Reserve, Thornlie

Half/Full-day excursion

Half-day excursion

be a good variety of bushbirds and
waterbirds.
Leader: Nigel Sutherland

Meet at 8:00 am beside the playground/ Saturday 26 June: Wungong Gorge
sporting complex at the corner of
Half day excursion
Nicholson and Wilfred Roads (car-park
Meet at 8:30 am at the first car park
entry is off Wilfred Road).
for Wungong Dam at the end of Admiral
We will look at a series of wetlands
Road, off Albany Highway. Over 90
constructed to remove nutrients from
species of birds have been recorded
water draining into the Canning River.
here including Red-eared Firetail,
We will also look at small bushland
White-breasted Robin and Red-winged
areas if they are accessible. Rubber
Fairy-wren.
boots may be a good idea, and insect
Bring morning tea that you can carry.
Leader: Claire Gerrish
Bring lunch if you would like to continue repellent.
with us at a further area nearby.
Bring morning tea to have while we do
Monday 28 June: Bold Park Eco
Meet at 9:00 am at the corner of Flynn
Road and Great Eastern Highway, about
10 km past Sawyers Valley or 1 km on
the Perth side of The Lakes (the York
turnoff). We will look at several areas
of Wandoo woodland. Species seen
here include Crested Shrike-tit, Western
Yellow Robin, Restless Flycatcher and
Painted Button-quail.

Leader: Charles Merriam

Tuesday, 8 June: Albany Bird Group
For excursion details, visit http://sites.
google.com/site/albanybirds/Home
Thursday 10 June: Baigup
Wetlands, Bayswater
Half day Excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the car park near
the Rowing Club at the end of Milne
Street in Bayswater. Turn south-east
off Guildford Road into Milne Street and
follow this to the end, then turn right
into the car park. There is a variety of
waterbirds and bushbirds.
Leaders: Penny Lee and Richard
Curtis
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a combined bird list.

Leaders: George and Pam Agar

Centre, 165 Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat

Monthly meeting, 7.30 pm
Saturday 19 June: Beenyup Swamp,
Guest speaker: Dr Michelle L. Hall,
Woodvale
Senior Ecologist – West, Bush
Half-day excursion
Heritage Australia
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park on the Title: Fairy-wrens around Australia
south side of Ocean Reef Road near the – from the southeast to the tropics
old buildings. From the Mitchell Freeway
Fairy-wrens occupy almost every corner
travel east along Ocean Reef Road and
of Australia and, while the different
continue approximately 800 m past
species share many characteristics
Trappers Drive until you see a cleared
in common, they also encompass
paddock with some old stone buildings
on the right. Park in the limestone area much diversity in behaviour, song,
colour, etc. Come along to learn about
in front of these buildings.
complex song of Superb Fairy-wrens,
Beenyup Swamp is part of the
remarkable dispersal in Purple-crowned
Yellagonga Regional Park. There should Fairy-wrens, and colourful females in
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Coming events, ctd
Lovely Fairy-wrens and the ‘sandstone’
subspecies of the Purple-backed Fairywren.
Saturday 3 July: Paganoni Swamp,
Karnup
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am on Paganoni Road
at the Mandurah Road end, under the
powerlines. Access is via Mandurah
Road onto Paganoni Road or the new
Kwinana Freeway extension onto
Paganoni Road. Parking is along
Paganoni Road under the powerlines.
We will be walking approximately 3
km through threatened woodlands
where Western Yellow Robin and Grey
Currawong among many others have
been seen in this area of diverse
habitats.
Leader: Chris van Haeften
Saturday 3 to Friday 9 July: Hidden
Valley Tourist Park, Kununurra
One week campout
This is a preliminary notice for a
campout in Kununurra, the home of
some spectacular birding and many
northern specialities. July is the coolest
month in the Kimberley though it is still
warm.
At Hidden Valley Tourist Park, ten
powered sites have been set aside and
they also have unpowered sites and
cabins. Powered sites are $45 per night
for two people, unpowered sites $36 per
night for two people and cabins $145
per night for two people. It is located
at 110 Weaber Plains Road, close to
the shopping centre of Kununurra and
adjacent to Mirima National Park. There
is a swimming pool, BBQ area and camp
kitchen. Contact them on 08 9168 1790
or nhvtp@westnet.com.au to book your
accommodation. As nobody knows if
borders to other states will be open,
you are advised to book early and tell
them you are from BirdLife WA.

bushland supports a range of species,
including some that are uncommon in
smaller reserves, such as the Western
Thornbill, Tawny-crowned Honeyeater
and Red-capped Robin. Some areas will
be restricted due to the presence of
dieback.
Leader: Clive Nealon
Tuesday 13 July: Albany Bird Group
For excursion details, visit http://sites.
google.com/site/albanybirds/Home
Saturday 17 July: Jandakot
Regional Park, Harrisdale
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am in the car park at
Carey Baptist College, Wright Road,
Harrisdale. Park near to Wright Road.
We will cross the road to access the
Park through a gap gate.
This reserve has good tracks throughout
with varied vegetation including wetland
areas which may have some water in
them if we have had enough winter
rain. Many bush birds have been seen
including: Splendid Fairy-wren, Western
Spinebill, White-browed Scrubwren,
Grey Shrike-thrush, Fan-tailed Cuckoo
and Shining Bronze-Cuckoos, Redcapped Parrot and Red-tailed BlackCockatoo. Wetland species are also a
possibility, as are several species of
raptor.
Leader: Debbie Walker
Thursday 22 July: Piney Lakes
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park off
Murdoch Drive.
From Leach Highway – turn in to
Murdoch Drive and the car park is on
the right, approximately 700 metres
from Leach Highway.
From South Street – turn in to Murdoch
Drive and the car park is on the left,
approximately 1.4 km from South
Street.

This park used to be a pine plantation,
and has two artificial lakes and one
natural permanent lake. Spotless
There will be a limit of 20 people so you Crake and numerous other waterbirds
must put your name on the list at the
frequent the area. There is a
BirdLife WA office as usual, on 9383 77 considerable area of natural bushland
49.
around the lake and this is home to the
usual local species.
For members and guests only.
A further email will be sent to
participants closer to the time.

Leader: Sue Abbotts

Leader: Keith Lightbody

Saturday 10 July: Lightning Swamp, Sunday 25 July: Lesmurdie Falls,
Noranda
Forrestfield
Half-day excursion
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the gate in the SE
corner of the bushland on Della Road.
Lightning Swamp, part of Noranda
Open Space, is an area of seasonal
wetlands and banksia woodland.
The area supports some waterbirds,
and cormorants have bred here. The

area is a further 250 meters. You should
see a good selection of bush birds and
some stunning views over the Swan
Coastal Plain.
Leader: Caroline Mynott
Monday 26 July: Bold Park Eco
Centre, 165 Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat
Monthly meeting, 7.30 pm
Guest speaker: Plaxy Barratt
Title: Australasian Bitterns in WA.
Plaxy Barratt is a member of the Bittern
Recovery Team and will present an
update on the Australasian Bittern in
the SW of Western Australia including
updated estimates of the population
size and their distribution.
Saturday 31 July: Wambyn Nature
Reserve, York
Full-day excursion
Meet at 8.30 am at the entrance to
Wambyn Nature Reserve. Travel along
Great Eastern Highway to The Lakes
turnoff to York. Travel about 32 km
along the Great Southern Highway and
turn right at the sign “P 1 km” and park
near the gate.
Bring morning tea and lunch. There is
a good variety of bushbirds, including
robins, Restless Flycatcher, Brownheaded Honeyeater and Rufous
Treecreeper.
Leader: Robyn Pickering
Sunday 8 August: Lake Gwelup,
Stirling
Half day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park at the
corner of Stoneman Street and Huntriss
Road, north of Karrinyup Road. We
should see water birds and bush birds,
and raptors are often seen here. Lake
Gwelup is within the Northern Swan
Coastal Key Biodiversity Area (KBA) for
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo.
Leader: Peter White
Tuesday 10 August: Albany Bird
Group
For excursion details, visit http://sites.
google.com/site/albanybirds/Home
Saturday 14 August: Bickley Brook,
Orange Grove
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am in the Hardinge Park
public car park, Hardinge Road. There
are a limited number of bays. Redbrowed Finch, Red-eared Firetail, and
Meet at 8:00 am at the picnic area
a reasonable range of other bushbirds
car park off Falls Road. 4.5 km east of
have been recorded on previous
the Welshpool Road East / Tonkin Hwy
intersection turn left on to Gladys Road, excursions to the area.
then left on to George Road, left on to
Participants may wish to take advantage
Ford Road, right on to Nelson Crescent,
of the free gas barbeques which are
then left on to Falls Road. The picnic
provided (from 8:00 am to sunset) at
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the conclusion of the walk.
Leader: Steve Burns
Tuesday 17 August: Little Rush
Lake, Yangebup
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 at end of Parkes Street,
which runs parallel to North Lake Road
on Eastern side of lake. Little Rush Lake
is part of the Beeliar Regional Park.
If you are using the freeway leave the
freeway at Berrigan Drive and travel to
the west. Turn right onto North Lake
Road and travel about 750 metres to
Parkes Street on the left.

recovery of WA’s largest seabird colony
following the cessation of guano mining
and the eradication of black rats, cats
and house mice.
Saturday 28 August: Herdsman
Lake, Stirling
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8.00 am in the Maurice Hamer
car park. Turn off Pearson Street into
Falcon Avenue, then right into Lakeside
road. The car park is on the left,
opposite Heron Place. This is one of the
waterbird refuges which never dries up
and 140 species have been recorded
here. Bring your telescope if you have
one.

If you are travelling south on North
Leader: Claire Gerrish
Lake Road, turn right into Osprey Drive,
then do a safe U-Turn and go back onto Sunday 5 September: Bibra Lake,
North Lake Road for 250 metres to
Cockburn
Parkes Street.
Half-day excursion
Turn left onto Parkes Street and follow
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park at the
the bitumen to the end and park there. southern end of the lake, off Progress
There is a path around the lake, and
we should see plenty of waterbirds and
bushbirds. Over 90 species of birds
have been seen here. Bring morning
tea and a chair.
Leaders: Jennifer Sumpton and
Lynley Davey
Sunday 22 August: Queens
Park Regional Open Space, East
Cannington
Half-day excursion

Drive. This is the car park nearest to
the jetty and not far from Gwilliam
Drive. Bibra Lake is a part of the Beeliar
Wetlands chain and a large number of
bushbirds and waterbirds can be seen
here. Over 130 bird species have been
recorded in this reserve.
We will circumnavigate the lake which
is an 8 km long path and visit 2 bird
hides on the way. The walk will take
3-4 hours and for those who don’t wish
to walk the full distance – a car can
be left at the half way mark, if you let
the leader know. Bring water, hats and
suitable footwear as snakes have been
seen in the area.

Meet at 8:00 am at the gate opposite
261 Station Street, East Cannington,
halfway between Welshpool Road and
Luyer Avenue. Station Street is closed
Leader: Alan Watson
at many points along its length so enter
from Welshpool Road or Luyer Avenue. Saturday 11 September: Lake
Leschenaultia, Chidlow
The Friends of Queens Park Bushland
will lead us through an area of natural
Marri/banksia bushland containing a
modified watercourse. The Friends have
recorded 100 bird species in this area.
The walk will take 2-3 hours but is on
mostly flat ground.
Leader: Sian Mawson
Monday 23 August: Bold Park Eco
Centre, 165 Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat
Monthly meeting, 7.30 pm
Guest speaker: Dr. Nick Dunlop
Title: Rat Island Recovery
Dr Nic Dunlop has worked for
nearly 40 years as a citizen scientist
whilst pursuing a variety of day
jobs. Currently he works with the
Conservation Council of WA where he
runs the ‘Citizen Science for Ecological
Monitoring’ program. Nic’s central
passion is seabird ecology, working
primarily on terns.
This presentation documents the
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Meet at 9:00 am at the carpark at
Lake Leschenaultia. Travel 10.5 km
past Mundaring on Great Eastern
Highway and turn left into Old Northam
Road and it is 2 km into Chidlow. At
theroundabout turn left into Thomas
Road, and after 300 metres turn
right towards Lake Leschenaultia
(signposted) along Rosedale Road.
After 2 km turn left into the park. It is
now free to enter the park. Inside the
gate bear left and keep going round
clockwise, past the camping area on
your left, until you reach the carparks
between the park office and the lake.

Meet at 8:00 am in the car park at the
end of Mary Street, Waterman. To get
there, turn off West Coast Highway at
Mary Street, and drive to the car park.
Alternatively, from Marmion Avenue,
turn left into Beach Road, left into Ethel
Street, and then left into Mary Street.
Species that may be found here include
Purple-backed Fairy-wren, Whitewinged Fairy-wren, Southern Boobook
and Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo. Star
Swamp is part of the Northern Swan
Coastal Plain Key Biodiversity Area
(KBA) for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo
and has Tuart and banksia woodland
and heath. A variety of raptors and
bushbirds can be seen. Over 70 species
of birds have been recorded here.
Leader: Stella Stewart-Wynne
Sunday 19 September: Fred Jacoby
Park/Portagabra Track, Mundaring
Half-day excursion (8:15 am – 12
pm)
Directions to Fred Jacoby Park: drive
along the Great Eastern Highway to
Mundaring township and turn right into
Mundaring Weir Road at the only set
of traffic lights. Follow Mundaring Weir
Road until you get to Hampel Road
on the right, just past Lavender Patch
Chalets. Park in the gravel area to the
left of the entrance.
We start at 8:15 am to walk around
this park, which was gifted to the
conservation estate by a local family,
before walking the Portagabra Track
(3.8 km) that starts and finishes at the
park. There are some steep sections
along the track plus a couple of creek
crossings. Bring morning tea to have
while the bird list is compiled. After tea,
those with energy left, can walk along
the perimeter of the water treatment
plant, which is across the road from the
park, to see if there are any waterbirds
present.
Leader: Peter Sandilands
Saturday 25 September: Collins
Road, Flint
Half-day excursion

Meet at 9:00 am on Collins Road. Drive
about 1 km from Brookton Highway and
park on the left-hand side of Collins
Road. The Collins Road turnoff is about
50 km from the junction of Brookton
Highway and Canning Road, on the
right-hand side coming from Perth. We
will walk through this area of Wandoo
A 6 km walk on an excellent track takes woodland where 61 species have been
us through Jarrah, Marri and Wandoo
recorded. This is thought to be the
woodland where 77 species have been
closest breeding site to Perth of Bluerecorded.
breasted Fairy-wren. Also, this area has
an abundance of Rufous Treecreepers
Leader: Charles Merriam
and frequently seen birds include:
Thursday 16 September: Star
Crested Shrike-tit, Restless Flycatcher
Swamp, North Beach, Stirling
and Western Yellow Robin.
Half-day excursion
As there will be birds breeding here,
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members are asked to follow BirdLife
guidelines regarding nesting birds.
Leader: Claire Gerrish
Sunday 10th October to Friday 15th
October: Nallan Station Campout
Nallan Station is about 680km north
of Perth, and 12km north of Cue. This
campout offers the opportunity to see
arid zone species such as Western
Bowerbird, Chestnut-rumped Thornbill,
Slaty-backed Thornbill, Southern
Whiteface, Mulga Parrot, Bourke’s
Parrot, Crested Bellbird, Grey-crowned
Babbler, Red-capped Robin, Hooded
Robin, Jacky Winter, Redthroat, Whitefronted Honeyeater, Spiny-cheeked
Honeyeater, and Little Woodswallow
with good chances of Australian Owletnightjar, Chestnut-breasted (Western)
Quail-thrush, Rufous Fieldwren,
Banded Whiteface, Red-backed
Kingfisher, White-backed Swallow and
chances of Black-breasted Buzzard,
Grey Honeyeater, Little Button-quail,
Black-eared Cuckoo, White-browed
Treecreeper, Orange Chat and Inland
Dotterel. With some rain already in the
area this year, there are chances of
nomadic species such as Black-tailed
Native-hen, Budgerigar, Cockatiel,
Crimson Chat, Black Honeyeater, Pied
Honeyeater and Masked Woodswallow.
There are a variety of habitats around
the station plus we will visit Nallan
Lake, Milly Soak, Walga Rock and
Lake Austin. We will not be going out
at night to look for night birds, but
you may if you wish to try for Spotted
Nightjar and Bush Stone-curlew. Some
birds are difficult to show a group, so
you may wish to stay an extra day or
two to look especially for these birds.
Numbers will be limited to 20 so please
register first at the BirdLife WA office
on 9383 7749. Note that we will need
to car pool (4 or 5 per vehicle) when
travelling on the station. We will be
returning to the station for lunch each
day, except for when we visit Walga
Rock.

19-20th August 2021
Starts at 1pm on 19th Thursday, will finish by noon on 20th.

WA Gould League Centre,
Herdsman Lake, Perth.

Photos © Alfred Lau

WABCN

Regional Network Forum

The Station offers accommodation in
the Shearer’s Quarters: two rooms
with a QS bed, and two rooms with
a KS bed at $40/person/night. There
is a communal bathroom, laundry
and a camper’s kitchen. The adjacent
campsite is $12.50/person/night.
Generators are permitted but there is
access to limited power in the kitchen
to charge phones, cameras etc. The
accommodation has been booked out to
BirdLife WA, and bookings need to be
made directly with the station on 0498
747 422, or visitnallan@outlook.com.
The arrival is Sunday and departure
Saturday (so the campout is for six
nights).

Western Australian Bird Conservation Network - 3rd Annual Regional Network Forum

Speakers from BirdLife Australia & BirdLife WA Executive Committees.
Sharing and update among the Regional /Associated Group’s Leaders. A
BBQ dinner (TBC) on 19th Thursday night and a short bird walk on
20th Friday morning.
All members from Regional / Associated Groups and BirdLife are
welcome.
Seatings are limited.

RSVP by 15th June 2021 or any enquires, email to:

wabcnbwa@gmail.com
Map © Google

Leaders: Frank O’Connor, Sue
Mather
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Observatory reports
BROOME BIRD OBSERVATORY
Since our last update, BBO staff have spent every evening
on a short pindan cliff overlooking Roebuck Bay, waving
goodbye to our migratory waders. This is a special and
memorable time of the year. The observatory is an
unrivalled place to witness shorebird migration, for two
reasons. The first and most obvious is the sheer number
and diversity of waders that are present in Roebuck Bay,
where there are more species in significant numbers than
anywhere else in Australia. The second is an accident of
geography: despite being in northern Australia, the BBO
Beach faces south, because it is on this embayment. This
means that shorebirds heading north from our mudflats fly
towards us rather than away, and with a bit of luck, pass
right over our heads as we watch on.

Now that most breeding shorebirds
have left on migration, we will spend
the next few months in the company of 10 000+ immatures
(of almost all our regular species) that overwinter in
Roebuck Bay, waiting to make their first breeding migrations
in subsequent years. Before we know it, the first returning
adults will arrive back in July.

Away from the bay, Roebuck Plains has enjoyed its best
wet season since 2018, and come to life with breeding
Magpie Geese, Whiskered Terns, Pied Stilts and Yellow
Chats. Exciting records from flooded areas have included
a Pintail Snipe at Collins Lagoon, Baillon’s Crake at Lake
Campion, Little Button-quail at several sites, and Tawny
Grassbird, Black-tailed Native-hen, Flock Bronzewing and
an Arctic Peregrine Falcon from the plains adjoining the
The waders have left in their usual waves. For most of
Great Northern Highway. All the Roebuck Plains lakes are
March, the main species seen (and heard) migrating were
now accessible, and beautifully flooded. We are excited for
Far Eastern Curlew and Greater Sand Plover; in late March
upcoming lakes tours, as numbers of Brolga, Australian
the Great Knots started setting off; early April saw large
Pratincole, and raptors like Black-breasted Buzzard increase
flocks of Bar-tailed and Black-tailed Godwits, and in late
through the dry season. Conditions should peak for our
April Whimbrels, Red Knots and Terek Sandpipers left in
September and October courses, when these species will
numbers. These final species starred on 18th April, as
be joined by diverse migrants returning from the northern
we hosted our first Migration Watch BBQ since 2019. We
hemisphere. They are usually the year’s most productive
welcomed over 100 locals out to the BBO Beach, who
watched in wonder as 90 Whimbrels lined up immediately in two weeks of birding, and places are available for both! Get
in touch to book.
front of us, calling loudly, before making an early exit at 4
pm. In total 1040 shorebirds and terns of ten species were
seen departing on the night (see Table 1).
Table 1: Shorebirds and terns recorded leaving on migration
As we write in early May, the exodus has slowed to a
during the Broome Bird Observatory’s Wave the Waders
trickle, but we are still counting occasional flocks of Red
Goodbye BBQ, 3:30-6:00 pm, 18th April 2021
Knot, Common Greenshank and Common Gull-billed Tern.
Species

Total count

Whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus)
Far Eastern Curlew (Numenius
madagascariensis)
Black-tailed Godwit (Limosa limosa)

119

Red Knot (Calidris canutus)

115

Broad-billed Sandpiper (Calidris
falcinellus)

62

Asian Dowitcher (Limnodromus
semipalmatus)

4

Terek Sandpiper (Xenus cinereus)
Grey-tailed Tattler (Tringa brevipes)

Yellow Chat at Kidney Bean Claypan. Photo by Jane Taylor

34
133

Common Greenshank (Tringa
nebularia)

78

Common Gull-billed Tern
(Gelochelidon nilotica)

35

Whiskered Tern (Chlidonias hybrida)

A particular highlight this year has been several records of
our less common, and therefore less well-known species,
including a total of 76 Asian Dowitcher departing 5th-15th
April, and 280 Broad-billed Sandpiper 11th-19th April. These
records make a valuable contribution to our knowledge of
the timings of these birds’ migrations.

453
No count (heard
overhead after
dark)

TOTAL

7
1040

Nyil Khwaja, Warden BBO

Another pleasure of this year’s migration season was
sharing it with musicians from the Bowerbird Collective, in
support of an exciting new film and music project inspired
by migratory shorebirds. We can’t wait to see what they
produce, and anyone who has enjoyed their stunningly
immersive show Where Song Began will doubtless feel the
same way.
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Observatory reports, ctd
EYRE BIRD OBSERVATORY
FEBRUARY TO APRIL 2021

OTHER WILDLIFE AT EBO

The lifting of many Covid-19 border restrictions saw a huge
increase in visitors to the Eyre Bird Observatory (EBO),
both day visitors and those requesting accommodation,
as the traffic increased along the Eyre Highway. As well as
an interest in birds, many visitors were also curious about
the old Telegraph Station and the historical aspect of this
beautiful old building.

As well as the plentiful birds
we have seen a variety
of other wildlife at EBO.
Kangaroos drinking at the bird
baths in the evening, three
Dugite snakes, a Death Adder
on the front verandah, a huge
seal at Twilight Cove, several
The weather is always changeable down here, but it was
pods of dolphins off Kanidal
a bit unexpected for us to have relatively cool February
Beach, bats in the homestead
weather and scorching hot weather (over 41 for a few
bedrooms (Chocolate Wattled
days!) in April. The hot weather saw large numbers of our
Bats we think), beautiful
usual resident birds gathering at the birdbaths from early
geckos after nightfall, moths
morning until sunset. The Major Mitchell’s Cockatoos are a
(including an enormous Helena
never-ending source of delight for our visitors (and us!) with
Gum-moth with a wing span
the largest being a flock of 42 birds that recently descended
wider than an outstretched
on the baths at sunset. And of course, the entertainment
hand span) and a very
provided by the New Holland Honeyeaters, Singing
colourful Mardi Gras Cockroach
Honeyeaters, Silvereyes and the cheeky Grey Currawongs
that really did look ready to
coming in to bathe. We did notice that with some cooler
party in his bright get-up.
weather signalling the change of season, that Rainbow
Bee-eaters suddenly packed their bags and left. The recent
Cockroach with flair. Photo
cyclones up north also resulted in some unusual weather for
by Andrea Endacott
us with the strong winds causing a local beach-sand storm
(so much for sweeping the verandah!) and our beach track
As I sit here writing this
exit was completely blocked as the beach dunes moved in.
article, I see the birds continuing their rituals and life
uninterrupted by the world changes happening to the
Two Bird Appreciation courses were run this quarter. The
humans.
first was run by Dr. Holly Kirk on 21-27 February and the
second by Peter White on 4-10 April. Both courses were well
Gail Holt and Rex George
attended, everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves, and
participants at all levels of birding skills, agreed that they
had learned a lot.

Diamond Dove. Photo by Gail Holt

UNUSUAL SIGHTINGS
In early April we spotted two Diamond Doves — a male and
female — outside the ‘veggie’ patch. We suspect that the
hot and very strong northerly winds we had in early April
blew them in as they are well out of their usual range and
rarely seen here. The male disappeared a few days later.
However, the little female is still here at the time of writing.

Helena Gum-Moth. Photo by Gail Holt

One day on the track to Twilight Cove we glanced up to see
an Australian Hobby fly over with a live snake clutched in
its talons! We didn’t even have time to reach for a camera,
unfortunately.
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 178 June 2021

Page 57

Calendar of events

Shorebird
Capital of
Australia

Join our
courses in
2021

Sat 5 Jun:

Flynn Road, Mundaring

Tue 8 Jun:

Albany Bird Group

Thu 10 Jun: Baigup Wetlands, Bayswater
Sun 13 Jun: Tom Bateman Reserve, Thornlie
Sat 19 Jun: Beenyup Swamp, Woodvale
Sat 26 Jun: Wungong Gorge
Mon 28 Jun: General Meeting: Fairy-wrens
Sat 3 Jul:

Paganoni Swamp, Karnup

Sat 3 - Fri 9 Jul: Kununurra Campout
Sat 10 Jul:

Lightning Swamp, Noranda

Tue 13 Jul:

Albany Bird Group

Sat 17 Jul:

Jandakot Regional Park, Harrisdale

Thu 22 Jul:

Piney Lakes, Melville

Sun 25 Jul:

Lesmurdie Falls, Forrestfield

Mon 26 Jul: General Meeting: Australasian
Bitterns
Sat 31 Jul:

Wambyn Nature Reserve, York

Sun 8 Aug:

Lake Gwelup, Stirling

Tue 10 Aug: Albany Bird Group
Sat 14 Aug:

Bickley Brook, Orange Grove

Tue 17 Aug: Little Rush Lake, Yangebup
Sun 22 Aug: Queens Park Regional Open Space,
East Cannington

Birds of the Broome Region
4-8 Sep · 3-7 Oct · Discounted price $1,490 for BirdLife members
The most diverse week of birding in the BBO calendar:
Waders, Terns, Raptors, Yellow Chats and so much more!
Book now  broome@birdlife.org.au  08 9193 5600
broomebirdobservatory.com

Mon 23 Aug: General Meeting: Rat Island
Recovery
Sat 28 Aug: Herdsman Lake, Stirling
Sun 5 Sep:

Bibra Lake, Cockburn

Sat 11 Sep: Lake Leschenaultia, Chidlow
Thu 16 Sep: Star Swamp, North Beach, Stirling
Sun 19 Sep: Fred Jacoby Park/Portagabra Track,
Mundaring
Sat 25 Sep: Collins Road, Flint
Sun 10 - Fri 15 Oct: Nallan Station Campout

CROSSWORD NO. 47 ANSWERS
ACROSS
1 focal, 4 hybrid, 8 Diamond, 9 sit, 10 dye, 11
draft, 12 glean, 14 pin, 15 petrel, 18 scene,
20 runner, 21 flight, 23 gut, 26 snap, 27
stoat, 29 inept, 30 let, 32 easy, 33 mortality
DOWN
2 cliff, 3 limb, 4 hide, 5 Baudins, 6 land,
7 stained, 9 Serpentine, 13 leaf litter, 15
Peregrine, 17 lark, 19 signal, 22 spoon, 24
teems, 25 site, 28 Teal, 31 say
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SPECIAL OFFERS
FOR MEMBERS
MENTION 'BIRDLIFE' WHEN YOU ORDER
10% off all bags, and tripods
Bonus lens cloth with any lens or binoculars
10% off all rental equipment

Store Locations
230 Stirling St, Perth. T (08) 9328 4405
324 Murray St, Perth. T (08) 9225 5966
Shop online at www.cameraelectronic.com.au

Get in Touch
Enquiries 08 9428 7200 or
sales@cameraelectronic.com.au

Out in the field

Albany Campout, p 50. Photo by Shelley Altman

Rainbow Bee-eater breeding sign at Gwelup, p 49. Photo by
Allan Rose
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Point Moore Bird Walk, p 26. Photo by Virginie Carbonatto

Ready for bird watching at Eyre Bird Observatory, p 54.
Photo by Gail Holt
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