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A New Breeding Record for Australian Pied
Oystercatchers on the Swan River Estuary
This article is mainly about my recent observation
of a breeding pair of Australian Pied Oystercatchers
(Haematopus longirostris) on the Swan River estuary near
the Narrows Bridge. I thought this was sufficiently novel
to be of general interest to members. I also provide some
historical context which shows that my sighting is part of
an ongoing expansion which began in 1984, of Australian
Pied Oystercatchers on the estuary, in both numbers and
range.
Background: History of presence and breeding of
Australian Pied Oystercatchers on the Swan River
estuary
For most of the twentieth (and, presumably, nineteenth)
centuries, the Australian Pied Oystercatcher was
completely absent from the Swan River estuary. In his
1921 review of the birds of the Swan River District, W. B.
Alexander of the Western Australian Museum stated that
Pied Oystercatchers were “resident” in the district, but
were limited to sandy beaches as well as Lake Yanchep
(Loch McNess) (Alexander 1921). In his comprehensive
follow-up review of 1948, D. L. Serventy, of the CSIRO,
similarly noted that the birds were found only at Point
Peron on the Perth coast, as well as the islands of Safety
Bay and Rottnest and Carnac Island. He noted that
since Alexander’s review, “[t]his species seems to have
disappeared from most of the beaches in the district”
(Serventy 1948).
The first record of Pied Oystercatchers on the Swan River
estuary appears to have been at Pelican Point in 19481949. Serventy had not seen any there in 1936 (Serventy
1938), but “a pair frequented [the Point] for a prolonged
period in the summer of 1948-1949, an altogether unusual
occurrence” (Serventy and Whittell 1967).
There do not appear to be any further records of Pied
Oystercatchers on the estuary until 1984. On 4 June 1984,
an observer (or observers) as part of the Shorebirds 2020
project saw four birds at Alfred Cove, and more birds
were seen there in July 1984 and February 1985 (Birdata)
though it was not until October 1986 that they were
recorded at the cove during the RAOU Waterbird Usage
Survey 1981-88 (WABN 42: 2). Observers as part of the
Metropolitan Bird Project also failed to see the birds at the
cove in 1985 (van Delft 1988),
suggesting that numbers at the
cove were initially low.

Lake Richmond)” (Storr and Johnstone 1988). The only
apparent breeding records were on islands (ibid).
Data from the Shorebirds 2020 project (the National
Shorebird Monitoring Program) and other records in
Birdata disclose that Australian Pied Oystercatchers have
been increasing in number on the Swan River estuary since
first appearing (or reappearing) in 1984. The long-term
trend has been one of gradual increase punctuated by high
points in certain years (for example, annual maxima of 81
in 1994/1995, 219 in 2004/2005 and 268 in 2009/2010)
and low points in others (for example, annual maxima
of zero in 1995/1996 and 23 in 2018/2019) (Birdlife
Shorebirds 2020 data; M. Bamford pers. comm.). Between
November 2002 and April 2003, Bamford et al. as part
of a study of the Swan Estuary Marine Park, observed a
maximum of 96 birds at Alfred Cove, 15 at Milyu and three
at Pelican Point on any particular survey (Bamford et al.
2003).
Coupled with the increase in number on the Swan River
estuary has been an increase in the number of places on
the estuary that the birds inhabit. In January 1987, the
birds were seen on the foreshore at Dalkeith (WABN 41:
2), and records in Birdata disclose that the birds then
appeared for the first time at Milyu on 11 July 1995, in
the Blackwall Reach/Point Walter area on 19 November
1996, in the Applecross foreshore/Point Dundas area on
6 December 1997, and on the South Perth foreshore on 1
April 1999. The birds have continued to be seen in each of
these areas most years since their first appearance though
they have been seen regularly at Milyu only from 2004
and at the Point Walter spit from around 2010. The birds
are seen less regularly at the other places and in lower
numbers though it appears that most sightings of birds at
all of these places are of less than ten birds. There are few
breeding records for any of these places (Birdata).
Pair of Australian Pied Oystercatchers and breeding
event near the Narrows Bridge
Beginning in June this year, I began to regularly see a
pair of Australian Pied Oystercatcher on the north side of
the river around the Narrows Bridge. I saw them most
times I walked from Elizabeth Quay to the bridge or to
the Old Swan Brewery, usually just west of the bridge but

In 1986, the birds began to
appear at Pelican Point (Bailey
and Creed 1993; Birdata), not
having been seen there any time
between 1971 and 1986 (Bailey
and Creed 1993). Writing in
1993, Bailey and Creed noted
that “[t]he Pied Oystercatcher
appears to be a recent visitor to
Pelican Point and also to the Swan
River” (Bailey and Creed 1993).
Storr and Johnstone in their 1988
review of the birds of the Swan
Coastal Plain and adjacent sea
and islands similarly noted that
Pied Oystercatchers were found
on the sea coast and islands
but were “casual inland (Loch
McNess, Swan River estuary
Figure 1. Narrows Bridge breeding site
at Dalkeith and Pelican Point,
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sometimes as far as the brewery. Then, in around July, I
noticed that one of the birds was regularly sitting in one
place behind the stump of a palm tree on the far bank of
the pond at David Carr Memorial Park, on the east side of
the Narrows Bridge. This bird was in the same spot every
time I walked through the park, while the other bird would
either be on the adjacent river’s edge (on the other side
of Riverside Drive) or, sometimes, in the park. One time I
saw the other bird foraging in the grass in the park close to
the footpath. I realised that they must be nesting, and so I
waited to see if a chick would hatch.
For a couple of weeks I couldn’t visit the area and when
I came back the bird was no longer on its usual spot. I
thought that it must have been disturbed and abandoned
its nest because an orange ‘witch’s hat’ that was usually
nearby was no longer there. On 21 September, however,
I was walking along the river path directly opposite where
the nest was and I heard a squeaking from down at the
narrow sandy beach. An Australian Pied Oystercatcher
chick was there, and the two adults were foraging nearby
along the water’s edge. The chick must have been born in
late August or early September.
I found the sight amazing due to both the proximity of
the nest to the CBD (only 600 m from Elizabeth Quay, as
the crow flies) and the fact that the adult birds must have
ushered their flightless chick across five lanes of traffic to
get it to the beach. I’m not sure if the chick is still alive
now (I haven’t seen it since my sighting on 21 September)
though I continue to see the adult pair in its usual territory
around the park and bridge (see Figure 1).

Bamford, M.J., Bamford, A.R., and Bancroft, W. (2003).
Report on Swan Estuary Marine Park: Human Usage,
Waterbirds and Disturbance Study 2002-2003.
(Unpublished report prepared for Western Australian
Department of Conservation and Land Management,
Perth).
Birdata (2020). Australian Pied Oystercatcher. Available
at https://birdata.birdlife.org.au/explore#map=22.5083100_136.0786120_4&species_id=130.
BirdLife Australia (2020). Unpublished Shorebirds 2020
data.
Serventy, D. L. (1938). Waders and other aquatic birds
on the Swan River estuary, Western Australia. Emu
- Austral Ornithology, 38: 18-29, DOI: 10.1071/
MU938018.
Serventy, D. L. (1948). The birds of the Swan River
District, Western Australia. Emu - Austral Ornithology
47: 241-286, DOI: 10.1071/MU947241.
Serventy, D. L. and Whittell, H. M. (1967). ‘Birds of
Western Australia’, 4th ed. (Lamb Publications: Perth).
Storr, G. M. and Johnstone, R. E. (1988). Birds of
the Swan Coastal Plain and Adjacent Seas and
Islands. Records of the Western Australian Museum
Supplement No. 28, 5-76.
Van Delft, R. (1988). ‘Birding Sites Around Perth’, 1st ed.
(University of Western Australia Press: Perth.)
Matthew Pudovskis

Discussion
The presence of Australian Pied Oystercatchers at the
Narrows Bridge and David Carr Memorial Park suggests
that the range expansion of the species on the Swan
River estuary is continuing. I don’t know the reason for
this expansion, but I’m interested to know. If we knew, it
might tell us something about the state of the environment
of the river in general.
The presence of the birds at these locations also indicates
the value of minimal human disturbance, even where
there are busy roads nearby. By this I mean that because
David Carr Memorial Park is surrounded by major roads,
relatively few people go there, especially on the far side
of the lake close to Riverside Drive. I suspect that birds
in that area are very rarely disturbed by people or dogs,
which is also suggested by the fact that at the time of
writing (October 2020) there was a Black Swan on a nest
close to where the oystercatcher nested. I’ve also recently
observed Pacific Black Duck and Australian Wood Duck with
lots of chicks in the area. Continued observation of this
area may continue to yield surprises.
Acknowledgements
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Australian Pied Oystercatchers at Pelican Point, photo by
Tim Graham-Taylor

AUSTRALIAN PIED OYSTERCATCHER AT PELICAN
POINT
The Australian Pied Oystercatcher has been observed at
Pelican Point each year since my records began in 1989.
Since 1989 the number of observations per year has
increased, and breeding attempts at Pelican Point have
been noted in recent years. This year (2020) there was
successful breeding of two chicks, with the stages of
nesting, eggs, ’runners’, and almost fully grown young, all
observed.
Charles Merriam
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BirdLife WA Conservation Program
I found my prize — an occupied nest with an egg! This
single nest is a very significant find, since Kalbarri is right
on the very edge of this endangered species’ range — 280
km north of the nearest known, current breeding site!
We often hear about the impacts of climate change and
the range of species like Carnaby’s contracting, so it is
wonderful news to hear this species is hanging on at the
northern edge of its range. I estimate that at least 12 pairs
of Carnaby’s are breeding up there and they seem to be
thriving, with plenty of nest hollows, food and water. The
find will open up many opportunities for further research
such as more surveys, leg banding, genetics work and
even satellite tracking, so the sky’s the limit for this special
population of this iconic species.

Spring Roost Count

Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo family, photo by Claire Greenwell

Love is in the air!

Since 2018 we have been surveying the most reliable
Forest Red-tailed (FRT) roost sites in the Great Cocky
Count database in spring. The aim of this survey is to
better understand FRT movements in the Great Perth
area at a time of year they are seen less in coastal areas
and more in the forest. This appears to be driven by their
fondness for Cape Lilac seeds, which become available in
summer but are all gobbled up by the end of autumn. Fifty
five sites were allocated (28 on the coastal plain and 27 in
the hills) and the results are coming in as we go to press.
We’ll give a summary in the next edition. Thanks to all the
volunteers who took part. This work is funded by The Alcoa
Foundation.

Adam Peck
Spring has sprung and our threatened cockies are into
Black-Cockatoo Project Coordinator
their breeding season. It seems to have been a bumper
year for Forest Red-tailed (FRT) breeding, with many
reports of breeding throughout their range. One
great example was a nest in a natural hollow in
Cockburn. An FRT (assumed to be the mother)
was sighted at the hollow by Claire Greenwell. On
inspection with Cocky Cam she was at the hollow
entrance, but she ducked down to the bottom
which meant we could not view the contents. Was
there an egg or chick in there? We waited around
a while and were rewarded. At around 5 pm we
heard a pair of FRT calling and fly into a nearby
tree. The FRT at the nest popped its head out on
hearing the call and soon after the pair flew to
the nest. It was then clear the bird we had seen
in the hollow was a chick, very close to fledging.
The male was then viewed feeding the chick at
the hollow. This is apparently very rare (Tony
Kirkby has studied FRT for 20 years and only
seen this twice!). The last FRT breeding record
for this area is from an artificial hollow in 2013
at Murdoch University. All in all a very important
record; congratulations to Claire on bringing it to
my attention. Five days later the chick was seen
leaving the nest. We hope it thrives and goes on to
breed itself one day.
Carnaby's Black-Cockatoo in hollow, photo by Adam Peck
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos are the focus of our
breeding surveys and it appears to be a very late
season. The Protecting WA Black-Cockatoos project funded
by the federal Department of Agriculture, Water and
Environment has started with a bang. Several new sites
have been located, including Lake Clifton and Nyabing. WA
Museum records show evidence of breeding near Kalbarri
but not since the 1990s, so when I heard about potential
breeding activity in the area I jumped at the opportunity to
investigate. After two fruitless days of searching in rugged
terrain, I almost gave up hope, but on the last morning
Page 6

Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 176 December 2020

BirdLife WA Conservation Program, ctd
Make Your Birding Count
Birdata is one of the best ways for us to understand more
about birds. Two really great examples are the recent
article on honeyeaters by Michael Brooker (WABN 175,
4-5) and the article on the Splendid Fairy-wren by Ian
Abbott and Teagan Douglas (WABN 174, 4). Michael used
his own records, accumulated over a five-year period,
while Ian and Tegan used data from a large number of
observers. The more people submit to the database, the
stronger it becomes, and the number of questions that
can be asked of it increases. Every single bird you can
see and record, therefore, is another string in the bow of
our conservationists, scientists and advocates across the
country – providing vital information about bird population
trends and species’ conservation status. Learn more about
making your birding count at

www.birdata.birdlife.org.au or contact Tegan
Douglas at tegan.douglas@birdlife.org.au.

Birds in the Landscape - Update
The Birds in the Landscape project was devised this year
as a way to keep abreast of the birds which are in my local
area - the Shire of Manjimup. Since I like to spend my
weekends in the nature reserves and national parks there,
myself and partner, Peter Taylor, do a lot of (unofficial)
surveys on many sites here. However, as we have seen
the landscape change, and in light of the threat of climate
change and the changing presence of birds, I decided that
we could usefully do surveys on private property. The Birds
in the Landscape project is just that.
I offer free bird surveys to anyone who cares to invite
me to their property. I promise a two hour survey,
suggesting that we work from a ‘mud map’ of the property
and an overview of its features to decide which areas
to survey and what route to take. I promise to deliver
a bird list electronically within a week, though I usually
give recipients the list on the day. I am very grateful to
the coordinators of the BirdLife Western Australian Bird
Conservation Network, Hidi and Alfred Lau, because they
put the survey data on Birdata for me. Annette from the
BirdLife office has supplied me with official checklists for
Western Australia, which I use to complete the list on the
day. (This assures WA BirdLife gets extra publicity).
Apart from growing awareness of BirdLife and its activities,
and encouraging local people to care about their birds,
the initiative is a way to create awareness of birds in our
landscape. It also serves to inform me, a local birder,
about where birds are and how they are faring in times
of change. There are some key species that I know have
appeared in the area, or which should be in the area. It
is a way to connect with people about these species, and
discover more about their habits.

council newsletter. This attracted more interest, with three
people contacting me. It is now five months since I began
the project. In that time I have completed four surveys,
and have another three to complete in the coming month
or so.
The experience of all surveys has been extremely positive.
The landowners who invite me (us) onto their properties
are generally already aware and interested in their birdlife.
In many ways they take pride in the living creatures who
find a home on their land. It can be a surprise to some
that so many species live and thrive on their land. At the
time of the survey I give the landowners a list of the birds
we see or hear, but I also ask landowners about common
species they may have encountered at other times. This
often increases the list by a third to a half again, and
encourages landowners to note new birds, and take an
interest in commonly-sighted birds.
The properties I have surveyed are generally small. The
people who invite me to do a survey are (so far) not
necessarily multi-generational farmers for whom farming
is a large-scale business and an income, but are 'hobby
farmers', for whom lifestyle and a commitment to the
environment are important. In almost all cases, the
landowners have invited me to return to do surveys at
other times. They have extended a great deal of trust and
a very real hand of friendship to me by allowing me to
survey their home, and by offering an open invitation to
Pete and me to return for seasonal surveys, or just a social
outing.
More recently, I have been invited to survey a property
which is at quite a distance from my own home base. I
am very happy to do this survey, but it does point to a
need, perhaps, for a 'bank' of BirdLife members who may
be prepared to offer free bird surveys; who have the skills
and the commitment to do so; and who would enjoy the
public relations aspect of the project. It remains to be
seen how this may develop in the future. Of course, other
issues arise here, some more mundane (such as insurance
for the BirdLife member), and others more personal — for
example, does the volunteer have the requisite skills to do
an accurate survey? How does this activity relate to the
business of environmental consultation and management,
where surveys can carry a substantial, often onerous,
burden of legal, fiscal and corporate responsibility and red
tape?
The Birds in the Landscape project is in its infancy.
I am not sure where it will go, or how far. But I feel
encouraged by the landowners I have met, who have a
real commitment to the environment on their small patch,
and to the wider health of the region as a whole. It is an
important agenda, and I think one which can unite people
in the future. I encourage members who are interested
to be in contact with myself or with the BirdLife office.
Perhaps this can become a project which ties BirdLife as an
organisation more closely with our communities. Maybe,
through exciting conversations, we can be more impactful,
and protect the birds and their home, that we hold so dear.
If you would like to know more, please contact Rose on
043 485 237
Dr Rose Ferrell

The project was first promoted through the Pemberton
Community News, a local newsletter, in May 2020. I
received interest from a couple of properties from this
promotion. I also put an article in the local catchment
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 176 December 2020
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Metropolitan bird geography No. 2
Variegated Fairy-wren
This species is currently widespread in the western sector
of the Perth metro area, with most records from the past
15 years. It has been recorded in nearly 50 locations
within the western suburbs alone. It is seldom recorded in
gardens; we have heard of only two instances, both close
to bushland. Its known eastern limit as depicted on the
accompanying map seems to be Lake Jandabup, Noranda,
West Swan, Viveash, Bayswater/Belmont, and Wilson/
Cannington/Ferndale (Figure 1).
Variegated Fairy-wren (VFW) require dense vegetation of
no great height, the type of vegetation occurring naturally
in the coastal sand dunes. This species is, however, not
fussed about the provenance of the plant species forming
thickets, and occurs in restored vegetation between
Mitchell Freeway and Lake Monger (Wembley/West
Leederville), around Lake Claremont, at Point Resolution
(Dalkeith), and at Pelican Point.
The astonishing thing about this species is that in 1829
its southern limit along the WA west coast was apparently
near Lancelin. None of the early observers, John Gilbert
(1830s-1840s), Wilfred Alexander (1910s), and Dom
Serventy (1920s-1940s), recorded it near Perth. It is not
apparent why it has spread so far, when it began to do so,
and what triggered this expansion in geographical range.

In 1943 it was recorded in the North Floreat Beach sand
dunes, and by the early 1950s it was seen at Swanbourne
and Leighton. Although these sightings were attributed
incorrectly to the Blue-breasted Fairy-wren, we need to
recall that at this time the only bird books readily available
with illustrations were Leach’s Australian Bird Book and
Cayley’s What Bird Is That? Julian Ford, who later became
one of WA’s most famous ornithologists, sorted out the
confusion when he collected specimens in the late 1950s
from Lancelin, Guilderton, Yanchep, and City Beach.
Robert Stranger reminisced that in the 1950s VFW were
strictly confined to the coastal dunes and did not then
occur in Bold Park. In the 1970s this species commenced
a second wave of range expansion, which has progressed
as follows: Pelican Point (1975), Maylands (1983), Kings
Park (1988), Bold Park (1988-89), Carine Swamp and
Herdsman Lake (1994), Lake Monger (1999), Canning
River Regional Park (2002), Shenton Bushland (2003),
Underwood Avenue Bushland (2005), Star Swamp (2005),
Lake Claremont (2011), Hollywood Reserve/Karrakatta
Cemetery (2020), and South Perth (2020). However, not
all of these colonised localities have resulted in established
populations. Our experience of this species in coastal
dunes is that it occurs at very low population densities,
living in small family groups occupying large territories.
How does the VFW manage to disperse so readily
through the now geographically extensive hostile
habitat of suburban Perth, including crossing busy
roads? Clues are offered by the Superb Fairy-wren
and the Blue-breasted Fairy-wren. In Sydney and
Canberra the former has been seen flying short
distances between hedges bordering lawn in public
open space, as well as moving through suburban
neighbourhoods in the shelter provided by backyard
gardens along property boundaries. Although
even gaps of 30 m have been recorded to hinder
movement of the latter species, where roadside and
fenceline vegetation exist in the WA wheatbelt, they
make use of them for permanent territories and as
dispersal pathways, illustrating the importance of
retaining or planting of narrow corridors of suitable
vegetation.
Finally, a note on the taxonomy of this species. Up
until recently the VFW was regarded as comprising
five subspecies, with Malurus lamberti lamberti found
east of the Great Dividing Range in New South Wales
and Queensland, and first named in 1827; and M.
l. assimilis found over much of the rest of Australia
and first named in 1901. The subspecies hybridise in
SE Qld. A molecular study of specimens across the
species’ range, published in 2017, revealed that the
subspecies have an ancient basis, and recommended
that these be recognised as distinct species. The
inland populations (including those around Perth)
should be known as the Purple-backed Fairy-wren,
a return to how the species was recognised in the
1926 RAOU checklist!
Tegan Douglas & Ian Abbott

Figure 1. Variegated Fairy-wren location, Swan Coastal Plain
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Observations
This list has been compiled by the WA Records Officer with input from the WA Records Committee. Metropolitan suburbs or
shires are in parentheses. Please report interesting observations the WA Records Officer, John Graff (wasightings@birdlife.
org.au) or to the BirdLife WA office (9383 7749). Sightings are included on the BirdLife WA sightings page (http://birdswa.
org.au/sightings.htm) as soon as possible, and the most interesting are selected for inclusion in the next WABN.
Includes records received up to and including 6th October.

Highlights
The most notable record during the current quarter was a Manx Shearwater which made a brief appearance near the boat
on a pelagic trip to the Perth Canyon. This is the first record for waters off Western Australia and is somewhat unusual in
winter when most individuals are breeding in the northern hemisphere. However, small numbers remain off South Africa
during the southern winter, and the week prior to the sighting had been characterised by a strong westerly flow across the
Indian Ocean. The most notable other seabird record during the quarter was a Cook’s or Pycroft’s Petrel sea-watched at
Cape Naturaliste in August. These species are very similar, so unfortunately this individual could not be identified to species
level. Also notable in the south was a Beach Stone-curlew seen on Rottnest Island in early August, likely the same bird seen
previously on Rottnest, Garden, and Carnac Islands since 2016.
In the north, a Grey Wagtail was photographed at Carnarvon in early September, but unfortunately was not seen again. On
Christmas Island, a ‘black-and-white’ shearwater landed on a beach at night and was initially presumed to be the Tropical
Shearwater reported in previous years. However, examination of the photos suggested this was a Little Shearwater, which
would represent a first for the island. Plumage characteristics showed similarities to the Abrolhos population of subspecies
tunneyi.

Late updates
As this report was being prepared, the identity of two unusual birds was still under discussion. A flycatcher reported at
Sandfire Roadhouse on 9th October was initially identified as an Asian Brown Flycatcher, but Brown-streaked Flycatcher is
now being seriously considered. A pale harrier has also been seen regularly at Herdsman Lake and is under discussion – it
may be an unusual Swamp Harrier or a vagrant Eastern Marsh Harrier or similar species. It is a very pale bird, with unbarred
blackish underwing tips – we would welcome further records of this bird or similar birds, particularly away from Herdsman
Lake and/or outside of the September to December period. Further details on these records will be included in WABN 177.

METROPOLITAN (UBD Street
Directory)
MANX SHEARWATER: 1, 19/07/20,
Perth Canyon, offshore Perth
– JG, DM et al. (1st record for
Western Australia; subject to BARC
acceptance; photographs)
Royal Spoonbill: 1, 17/07/20; 1,
24/07/20; 1, 06/10/20 Len Howard
Reserve (Erskine) – BR, AHL et
al. * 1, 17/07/20, Goegrup Lake
(Barragup) – BR et al. (rare in
south-west; uncertain whether all
records refer to same individual;
photographs)
BEACH STONE-CURLEW: 1, 0506/08/20, Rocky Bay (Rottnest
Island) – PC (vagrant to south-west,
likely same bird reported in region
since 2016; see also WABN 160-161,
165-166, 173)
Australian Gull-billed Tern: 20
including one banded as an adult in
June 2016 at Roebuck Bay, Broome,
25/09/20, Creery Wetlands (Mariners
Cove) – BR, LB et al. (high count for
the south-west; photographs)
Australian Masked Owl: 1 roadkilled, 12/08/20, Kwinana Fwy at
Cranford Ave (Mount Pleasant) – KH
(uncommon resident in south-west,
rarely reported on coastal plain;
photographs)

SOUTH WEST (Shark Bay to Cape
Arid)
COOK’S/PYCROFT’S PETREL:
1, 10/08/20, Cape Naturaliste
(Busselton) – SF & JG (either
species would represent a vagrant
to Western Australia; ‘Cookilarias’
unusual off Australia in winter; both
species subject to BARC acceptance;
sketches)

Great-winged Petrel: - 1,650 in 5.5
hours, 10/08/20, Cape Naturaliste
(Busselton) – JG & SF (high count)
Sooty Shearwater: 1, 10/08/20, Cape
Naturaliste (Busselton) – SF & JG
(scarce visitor to WA waters)
Pied Butcherbird: 1, 13/08/20, Collins
Road (Beverley) – KG (scarce visitor
to south-western edge of Wheatbelt;
photographs)

ARID ZONE
Scarlet-chested Parrot: 1 male,
12/09/20, near Corriding Rock
(Coolgardie) – PW & JR (rarely
reported nomad; west of usual
range)
Nullarbor Quail-thrush: 1, 13/01/20;
3, 05/09/20, Eucla-Reid Road, c. 1015km north of Eucla (Dundas) – NJ,
BRu et al.
Paperbark Flycatcher: 1, 22/07/18,
Dooleena Gorge (East Pilbara) – DS
(vagrant to the Pilbara; photographs)
GREY WAGTAIL: 1, 10/09/20,
Chinaman Pool (Carnarvon) – PK
& JH (vagrant to Western Australia
south of the Kimberley; photographs)

KIMBERLEY
Common Cicadabird: 1, 21/08/20,
Surveyors Pool Road (WyndhamEast Kimberley) – AB * 1 male
ssp. melvillensis, 02/09/20, west
of Kalumburu (Wyndham-East
Kimberley) – JG * 1 male, 11/09/20;
1, 14/09/20; 1, 15/09/20; 1,
30/09/20, several locations on Port
Warrender Road (Wyndham-East
Kimberley) – AB & LiB * 1, 16/09/20,
Mitchell Falls Road (WyndhamEast Kimberley) – AB & LiB (rarely
reported in Western Australia)
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Arafura Fantail: 1, 02/09/20, west
of Kalumburu (Wyndham-East
Kimberley) – JG (rarely reported
resident)
EYE-BROWED THRUSH – 1
photographed by motion camera,
11/01/20, Artesian Range (DerbyWest Kimberley) - AWC (3rd record
for Western Australia; accepted by
BARC; photographs)

CHRISTMAS ISLAND
LITTLE SHEARWATER (probable
ssp. tunneyi): 1, 11/07/20,
Dolly Beach – AM, LP (1st record
for Christmas Island; plumage
characters suggest an individual
from the Abrolhos population of the
species; photographs)

OBSERVERS
AB = Adrian Boyle
AHL = Alfred & Hidi Lau
AM = Ali McGovern
AWC = Australian Wildlife Conservancy
BR = Bill Russell
BRu = Bill Rutherford
DM = Dan Mantle
DS = David Secomb
JG = John Graff
JH = Joseph Hamilton
JR = Jill Rowbottom
KG = Ken Glasson
KH = Kevin Horner
LB = Lee Beavis
LiB = Linda Bird
LP = Lisa Preston
NJ = Nigel Jackett
PC = Peter Coyle
PK = Peter Kinny
PW = Peter White
SF = Stewart Ford
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Notice of Annual General Meeting BirdLife Western Australia
Birdlife Western Australia
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING
BIRDLIFE WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Monday 22 February 2021 at 7:30 pm
Bold Park Ecology Centre, Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat

The Annual General Meeting of BirdLife Western
Australia is called to consider the following
agenda:
1. Apologies
2. Confirmation of 2020 minutes (see BirdLife
WA website)
3. Business arising
4. Chair’s report
5. Treasurer’s report
6. Election of officers
7. General business
8. Guest speaker (Dr Vicki Stokes, WA
Program Manager, BirdLife Australia)
Viv Read, Chair

BirdLife Western Australia
Nominations are called for the following
positions to be elected at the BirdLife
Western Australia Annual General Meeting
on 22th February 2021:
Chair
Vice Chair
Secretary
Treasurer
Committee members (up to 7)
Nomination forms are available from the
BirdLife WA office and also in this edition of
WABN (see below) and should be returned to
the Secretary by 22 January 2021.
All positions are open and not all current
committee members will be renominating.
Volunteers willing to attend the monthly
meetings and take on these responsibilities
are sought.

BirdLife Western Australia
Committee nomination form
Position:
(Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, Committee member)

Nominee:
Nominated by:
Seconded by:
I hereby accept this nomination:
(Signature of nominee)

Date:		

Please return this form before 22 January 2021 to:
The Secretary, BirdLife Western Australia, 167 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat, WA 6014
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World-class birding
experiences, local expertise

NT Bird Specialists
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on award-winning birding & photographic
tours in northern Australia & Sri Lanka.

Birding, Wildlife & Photographic Safaris

2020 TOURS

*New availability*

SEPT Private & Small Group Birdwatching
& Bird Photography tours:
to
DEC Top End, Alice Springs, Mount Isa

WINNER FIRST TIME
ENTRANTS AWARD

2021/2022 GROUP TOURS
FEB
MAY
JUL
JUL

Sri Lankan Birding & Wildlife Safari
Kimberley Birdwatching Tours
Ultimate Top End Birding Adventure
North Australian Outback Birding
Darwin to Cairns via Mt Isa *NEW*
AUG Top End Finch Frenzy Ex. Darwin
AUG Top End Bird Photography Expedition
SEP Canon Collective Nature Photography
Alice Springs / Mount Isa charters

15 Days
14 Days
10 Days
17 Days
7 Days
9 Days
5 Days

Spaces limited. Please Book early for 2021-2023

• We specialise in unique private
itineraries & small group adventures
• 28+ years professional experience
• Fully accredited & permitted operators

• 5 Star Reviews
• Target species missions
• Private birding / photo cruises
• Luxury vehicles

Get in touch & visit

www.NTBirdSpecialists.com.au
tours@NTBirdSpecialists.com.au 0421 651 122

Letters to the Editors
RAVENS CATCHING
After reading Pam Agar's article on Australian Ravens
caching food (WABN 175 p.25) I wish to relate a similar
experience.
Several years ago my wife and I went to Yanchep National
Park, taking breakfast with us. As we sat eating, An
Australian Raven walked our way. It was a mess. Several
feathers sticking out, very little gloss to its feathers and
a limp. It stood in front of us looking so forlorn that we
started to share breakfast with it. It ate some, and then
to our surprise started hiding pieces of food under nearby
rocks and stones. After it had hidden five pieces, we
stopped giving it food. The bird waited for about a minute,
then shook itself down, straightened up, and there before
us was a perfect example of a glossy Australian Raven. We
had been totally duped by this cunning Corvid. It gave us a
superior look, then flew away. So, beware. If an ill looking
Australian Raven approaches you at Yanchep Park, it might
be the same bird.
Graham Little
MORE ON RAVENS CACHING
Every Sunday morning about 5 am for years I have met up
with old Charlie at Girrawheen and chat till the shops open.
He always brings some bread and meat for the ravens
who have come to expect a treat but aren't the earliest of
risers.
As long as I can remember, they have cached bits of what
they select and as there is about a dozen of them, they try
to get a bit of privacy to avoid piracy. So they bury items
in sand in the tree and shrub areas around the shops and
school. They don't seem fussy and don't take it far. I've
never seen them retrieve anything but they may do that
later in the day or whenever they get hungry.
Stewart Hammond

WESTERN WATTLEBIRD DISTRIBUTION IN PERTH
METRO AREA
My own observations, based on 36 visits in all months
to all parts of Bold Park, confirm Drew Davison’s thesis
concerning the paucity of records of this species there
(WABN 175: 27-30). I’ve recorded it only twice in Bold
Park, and only in the central sector.
In the western suburbs (arbitrarily defined by me as
the area enclosed by the Indian Ocean, Swan River, and
Scarborough Beach Rd-Wasley St - Walcott St -SW of
Bardon Park), I’ve visited all 95 bushland sites each month
during the past 11 years. Western Wattlebirds have only
been recorded at 11 of these sites. The irregularity of
these sightings indicates that the species is now only a
vagrant in this district.
The site where I have most often seen this species is a
small unnamed reserve at Whitney Crescent, Mt Claremont
- six records, all in the period February-July. This reserve
is only c. 300 m from Bold Park! It comprises a banksia
woodland in excellent condition, and is expertly managed
by the Town of Cambridge. In recent years the veldt grass
has been poisoned and replaced with numerous banksia
seedlings, most of which have survived.
My 27 Western Wattlebird records in the western suburbs
are spread fairly evenly across the year. However, there
are no records for the period November-January, and there
is a slight peak during the period March-April.
A research project comparing the vegetation and flora,
together with the abundance and quality of the nectar
sources, across a number of sites where the Western
Wattlebirds are vagrant, absent, frequent, or common
would be a worthwhile contribution to ornithological
knowledge.
Ian Abbott

WA Branch Reports

There have been numerous excursions both in Perth
and in regions that were really well attended showing
the significantly increased interest in birding and bird
conservation. We are making arrangements to sustain
this new interest by encouraging BirdLife membership and
providing opportunity for further involvement.
The interest shown in birds by younger members is really
encouraging. We have had three youthful presentations
at our monthly meetings, the most recent being by Drew
Davison. Drew is often out on excursions and has recently
initiated a ‘young birders’ social media page which is
gaining interest. Great effort on this Drew.
I enjoyed being on the Karara campout led well by Andrew
and Jill Hobbs. It was a bit dry but we saw lots and
appreciated the wonderful landscape. Camping remote,
waking to the closing calls of Australian Owlet-nightjar
and the opening calls of Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater and
Red-capped Robin is enough. Being there demonstrates
the huge potential for long-term bird conservation in the
rangelands. It is assuring to know that reservation of
the Helena Aroura Range as a National Park is now well
advanced with funding allocated in the state budget.
Another enjoyable involvement was in representing BirdLife
at the launch of the Overwintering: Summer on the Swan
print exhibition convened by the Swan Estuary Reserves
Action Group (SERAG). Proceeds from print sales benefit
BirdLife, which is appreciated. By attending, I saw further
opportunity for connecting birding and bird conservation
with the arts and welcome creative suggestions for this to
occur.

We are also looking at opportunities to better represent
Aboriginal knowledge of birds. It is with regret that so
much of that intimate knowledge of the bush and birds has
been lost in under 200 years.
BirdLife WA congratulates Greenskills in Denmark for their
arrangement to purchase Tootanellup near Rocky Gully
for eco-restoration and education purposes. It is a great
community-based private initiative that adds value to
Gondwana Link.
The WA Bird Conservation Network is taking good effect
with renewed interest in the former Birds on Farms
projects. Several Regional Groups are keen to revisit
this project. This extends from Rose Ferrell’s Birds in
Landscapes initiative that has grown since the last edition
of WABN.
BWA Executive Committee has now completed its five-year
strategic plan to be implemented as from next year. The
main activities are for priority bird conservation, especially
for black-cockatoos, supporting the WA Bird Conservation
Network, community engagement and arranging a new
home base for the branch.
Your efforts are appreciated
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Viv Read,
Chair, Birdlife WA
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The ‘spring quarter’ for BirdLife WA has been very active in
almost all dimensions, and with staff in National Office and
many in other state/territory branches being limited by
lockdown, we appreciate the opportunity to be active.

Our joint arrangements with National Trust WA started
really well with 60 people attending a talk and excursions
at Peninsular Farm in Maylands. The opportunity to link
birds and bird conservation historically is of personal
interest and there were many with kindred curiosity. The
efforts by Beth Walker and team from BWA working with
Anne Brake and her staff and volunteers is appreciated.
Where next?
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The Elbow

Magill St

HIDDEN TREASURES OF MANGROVE COVE
In 2019 the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation
and Attractions (DBCA) invited us, and several other
community conservation groups, to become involved
with primary schools in their ‘Nearer to Nature’ education
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Our education team grows wings with Liz Smith of
Leschenault taking on events to promote our love and
enthusiasm for our feathered friends. In her quiet way,
she is gathering a band of helpers to call on and amassing
material to hand out to the curious public. Sometimes Liz
gathers newcomers to our flock to add to our membership.
Liz took BirdLife Bunbury to the Brunswick Show in
October 2019, which has been cancelled in 2020 due
to Covid 19. Liz covered the Eco Festival at Leschenault
Community Nursery in September, almost blowing away
with the storm that day. This October, we have been
invited to participate in the Dolphin Festival at the Dolphin
Discovery Centre.
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program which takes groups of school children to discover
birds along Mangrove Cove on the north shore of the
Leschenault Inlet in Bunbury. Lynda and Doug Shrimpton
took on leadership, working with Andrea O’Brien, Bruce
Buchanan, Graeme Hargans, Liz Smith and Alan Burdett.
On the 17th September when this program resumed for
2020, the teams tallied 35 species.

OSPREY NESTS AND MONITORING
A lively bunch of birders are exchanging observations of
our Osprey nests around Bunbury-Leschenault again in
2020. We have seven active and four inactive nests. After
a tenuous start with reports of Osprey speculating around
their nest sites in early winter, nest-building or nestrestoration began seriously. Some Osprey seemed to have
later starts, with observations coming in at varying times.
Some nests active in 2019 have been observed
abandoned. One was a rebuild and another was discovered
blown down during wild winter weather and now rebuilt.
It has been exciting to see the reports coming in, and the
keen-ness that this project, instigated by Marcus Singor
several years ago, has inspired.
Alan Burdett, a fantastic and vigilant observer of individual
Ospreys, is making a photographic portfolio of what he
believes are the variations of feather patterns. Alan has
developed the ability to distinguish which birds belong
to which nest. We await ongoing news whether the
birds moult and change, making for different feather
identification, and whether the birds are nest-site loyal in
years to come.
The project in 2020 is under the wing of zoologist Greg
Harewood who collates news, and map-making with nest
sites and he keeps the excitement energized with his dry
sense of humour and expertise.

JULY EXCURSION
We took a riverside walk along the Collie River in Leicester
Ramble in Eaton. This location is described in our
‘Birdwatching Around Bunbury’ brochure as a top place
to find birds. We were escorted by Jackie Vincent, Shire
of Dardanup’s Environment Officer, who described the
values of this picturesque stretch of riverbank where we
found bush birds including Splendid Fairy-wren and Inland
Thornbill and birds of the water such as Australasian
Shoveler.

AUGUST EXCURSION
Some asked to visit the Gelorup Corridor to view what will
be lost when the Bunbury Outer Ring Road pushes through
to Bussell Highway. This bypass is due to commence in
January 2021 and is being touted as part of the “Covid-led
Recovery”. This will probably be fast-tracked by the Federal
Government, bypassing its environmental obligations as
environmental reviews are to date incomplete.

SEPTEMBER EXCURSION
We surveyed four locations around Leschenault Estuary
and counted 39 species. We are puzzled why our Black
Swans number around 2000 with so many congregating
on the northern section. Generally, they have dispersed by
now.
As Convenor I gave a bird talk to Green Teach WA in
August, and in September again made representation
for BirdLife Bunbury at City of Bunbury’s Community
Environment Reference Group’s quarterly meeting,
reporting our activities and recent excursions. It is
rewarding to engage and network with other environment
people undertaking volunteer conservation work in the
district. Both these events resulted in more subscribers
and attendees at our excursions.
Sue Kalab
Convenor, BirdLife Bunbury

CAPE TO CAPE BIRD GROUP
All excursions are advertised in the Cape to Cape Bird Group newsletter (see publications on BirdLife WA website), may
be advertised on BirdLife WA E-news and for BirdLife Australia members, supporters and the general public. If you wish
to be on the newsletter mailing list and/or list for monthly seabird trip information contact Christine Wilder cwilderone@
yahoo.com.au

BIRDBLITZ THE WADANDI TRACK 2020,
COWARAMUP, 2 AUGUST

BIRDBLITZ THE WADANDI TRACK 2020,
WITCHCLIFFE, 30 AUGUST

It was teeming with rain upon arrival at the meeting
place next to the track, but as participants turned up,
the weather began to clear. First birds seen were noisy
Baudin’s Black-Cockatoos in trees on the edge of the track.
We commenced walking south where there were quite a lot
of species in the vegetation on either side. An Australian
Wood Duck was seen perched at a hollow and on the small
dam adjacent to the track were Australasian Grebes and
Pacific Black Ducks. We walked on a small track behind
houses and watched Galahs, Little Corellas and Common
Bronzewings at a feeder in a garden. Waterbirds were in
abundance at the lake with seven species of duck together
with grebe, coot, swamphen, heron, ibis and a Swamp
Harrier flew up. Just as we counted the last lot of birds
the rain came and we were all soaked. Thirty six species
counted in total.

It was a glorious day to be out on the track. Our group of
eleven, including two newcomers, began walking south
along the forested part where there were ringnecks,
a fantail, an Inland Thornbill and some distant blackcockatoos. This section was eerily quiet at the start and
finish of the walk. As soon as we passed through the
vineyard gate, we started to see a good variety of birds
in the more open country. The dam held five species
of ducks, swans and a grebe. The white-tailed blackcockatoos flew past in the distance, not calling, so unable
to positively identify. Honeyeaters, scrubwrens and both
species of fairy-wrens were absent. An Elegant Parrot, two
species of woodswallows, White-fronted Chats, Australian
Pipit and Black-faced Cuckoo-shrikes were easy to see and
a Crested Pigeon landed right in front of us. A pair of Little
Eagles were being harassed by Magpie-larks. There were
plenty of Australian Ravens and Roger pointed out that the
local tip was just across the highway, where many ravens
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and ibis congregate. A pair of Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos
was perched near the edge of the reserve at the end of the
morning’s walk. A total of 37 species was seen.
Christine Wilder

BIRDBLITZ THE WADANDI TRACK 2020,
FLINDERS BAY, 13 SEPTEMBER
A nice day was promised and delivered, as eight birders,
including two visiting Perth members, gathered at Flinders
Bay to follow the old railway alignment north to the
airstrip and return on a parallel bush track. For a sendoff we watched a pair of Australian Wood Ducks with
eight offspring alongside the road. We started through
the back of the caravan park, spotting Red-winged Fairywrens, a rather elusive Southern Emu-wren, as well as
Red Wattlebirds, Common Bronzewings and New Holland
Honeyeaters. Crossing Leeuwin Road, we climbed the
trail through a “goblin forest” surrounding the railway
cutting, accompanied by the calls of a Golden Whistler.
This low Marri–Jarrah forest is not very active for birds, but
further up birds were heard and seen and by the airstrip
a group of Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos passed, some
perching nearby. The return through taller bush revealed
Spotted Scrubwren, Inland Thornbill, Western Gerygone
and Spotted Pardalote. Our route back led through the
beach side of the caravan park with the rotunda lookout
giving a good view of Sooty Oystercatchers, present in
good numbers, probably due to the weed on the beach.
Australian Pied Oystercatchers and Silver Gulls were also
present, and later Pacific Gulls, a White-breasted Robin,
Welcome Swallows hawking under the jetty, and a Willie
Wagtail, Galahs and ringnecks while we enjoyed a cuppa
and natter. In all, 29 species were recorded.
Roger Crabtree

INVESTIGATIONS FROM AUGUSTA BOAT
HARBOUR AND RETURN, 8 AUGUST
We had been watching the weather at least ten times
a day for a week, but rain and wind hadn’t let up. On
the morning of the charter, despite a bit of a swell, we
carried on and it turned out to be a fabulous morning for

the ten participants. We hugged the west coast and this
time passed Deepdene, Elephant Rocks and traversed
the narrow eye between the Cosy Corner islets to reach
the magnificent Cape Hamelin rock cliffs with the waves
crashing up against the cliff wall – we were so close – what
an experience. On the way the only birds close to the boat
were a dozen Silver Gulls dancing in the wind right near
the boat canopy. Such a common bird but fascinating to
watch in flight, especially when one tried to land on the
roof. We then headed directly west. Once again not a
shearwater in sight and we wondered where they were, but
gannets flew in to check us out. Three species of albatross
and we tried to sort them as they were not venturing
close for easy identification. Thanks to Brad Keyser and
Blake Muller for bird photography, to David Muller for his
expertise in local waters, and knowledge of the location of
the many reefs and submerged rocks and thanks again to
Blake Muller for his assistance on an exhilarating morning.

EXCURSION REPORT, TOBY INLET CATCHMENT
GROUP (TIC), FRIENDS OF THE OLD POLICE
RESERVE, QUINDALUP, 16 AUGUST
Once again, the weather forecast was diabolical but turned
out fine. A survey was made of the eastern wetland off
Quindalup Siding Road, not part of the reserve, but the
waterbirds do move across the road into the wetland
adjoining the reserve. Then we surveyed the wetland
west of the road, moving later to the reserve itself where
Vikki and others from the Friends Group had assembled
a gazebo for morning tea. In 1996 Pauline and Brian Clay
produced a list of 41 bird species most likely to be seen
in the reserve and adjoining wetland. On our February
excursion the wetlands were dry and we recorded only 16
species in the reserve. This time including the wetlands
from the road, together with the reserve, gave a total of
31 species and together with our February visit now totals
36 species. After an excellent morning tea provided by TIC,
Vikki spoke later about the revegetation program, then we
surveyed the reserve for possums/bandicoots. Thank you
to TIC for inviting us.
Christine Wilder

WHEATBELT AVON BIRD GROUP
DOWERIN FARM EXCURSION, 15 AUGUST

covenant was placed over the whole area.

On a pleasant but windy day the excursion was to Beth and
Rob Boase’s property in the Dowerin Shire. This area is a
working farm that has a large area of remnant vegetation
remaining and an unusual salt wetland. The wetland has
been thoroughly investigated by CALM over a number of
years. Subsequently in 2002 (DBCA) engaged the services
of a hydrologist who believed the wetland had existed for
tens of thousands of years, and was possibly due to the
build-up of the peat in the area. The water is as salty as
the ocean and flows continually throughout the year at a
constant 21 degrees Celsius. This system is classified as a
threatened ecological community, and is the only known
one of its kind in the south west of Western Australia. The
saline flats of the wetland are often frequented by various
shorebirds, and the dense vegetation in the wet area is
home to many birds.

Beth and Rob took us through the 500 ha area in which
our group of 12 persons tallied up 37 species, not bad
considering the windy conditions of the day. One of the
species with six young was an Australian Shelduck. Rob
told us, to the amazement of some of the party, that as
there were no large trees in the area, he has sighted this
species nesting in rabbit burrows. This is also supported by
Serventy and Whittell (1976), in their publication ‘Birds of
Western Australia’.

The vegetation has adapted to the extremely hostile
conditions and many of the species growing in the wetland
are estuarine plants. Three main shrub species flower at
slightly different times so it is honeyeater haven for an
extended period each season. In 2010 a conservation
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 176 December 2020

After leaving the farm the group travelled to the Dowerin
bird hide where an additional ten species were sighted.
It was unfortunate that five Rainbow Lorikeets were also
observed, as they appear to be extending their range into
the Wheatbelt.
Thanks go to Beth and Robert, and Jennifer Donegan for
leading the excursion.
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CHEYNES BEACH EXCURSION, 15 – 18
SEPTEMBER
Fifteen members of the WABG descended on Cheynes
Beach in an attempt to see and photograph the big three,
Noisy Scrub-bird, Western Bristlebird, and the Western
Whipbird, and along the way thoroughly enjoy a few days
birding.
We were well received by the caravan park’s operators,
with a big sign out the front welcoming us to their place.
Surprisingly given the time of the year with lots of plants
flowering, the park did not have many occupants.
Naturally the first day was spent around the park looking
for the birds we had come to see. Most of us who had not
been there before were amazed about the Noisy Scrubbird, calling loudly and only a few feet away, but no
sightings in the dense bush. Persistence paid off for some
who did observe the bird crossing the track. There appears
to be favourite crossing points, especially for the bird that
occupies a territory near the toilet blocks. This is where
most of our group had their success. The bird pauses for
a couple of seconds before it commences its run across
the track. If you are lucky you will get good views and
photographs of the bird while it is standing still.
The Western Bristlebird and the Western Whipbird tend
to favour the area at the back of the caravan park in the
heath country. All sightings from our group occurred in
this area, with some beautiful photos taken. These species
call from the tops of bushes for short periods of time, and
again you need to follow the calls and be patient to see
them.
Visits were also made to the coast overlooking Bald Island,
however it was disappointing due to the lack of seabirds,
which given the strength of the winds, we thought there
would be a number around. This pattern continued for the
length of our stay, both here and in Albany.
On one day Phil Lewis took us 94 km north east of Cheynes
Beach to a property owned by John Chandler. John
purchased this 90 ha of natural bush on the Pallinup River
amongst farm land many years ago and since that time
has been rehabilitating it. The good part is that this place
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Western Whipbird at Cheynes Beach, photo by Michael Bouette
has a number of Malleefowl, and working mounds. John
showed the group two mounds that were being worked.
We also had the good fortune to see a bird walking down
the track in front of us. We walked about 5 km on the
tracks looking at the birds and the various flowering plants,
and orchids. The group felt very privileged to be invited
onto this place as it is a great haven for the environment,
and the owner is to be congratulated for his forethought in
preserving it.
On what turned out to be our last day, as we had to finish
a day early due to bad weather coming in, we went into
Albany and had a very enjoyable time at the various bird
locations in that area. In all a total of 107 species were
sighted for the four days, with Mike Bouette taking home
the bottle of Grange.
Thanks to all those who participated.
Max Howard
Deputy Convener, WABG
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MARCUS SINGOR
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Marcus
Singor for his devotion and willingness to keep records
of bird observations from a vast number of birders over
many years. I am sure I speak for many birders in Western
Australia, when I say his ability to answer any question or
delve into records to find out answers and supply statistics
in the way of graphs, pie charts and excel sheets for any
WA bird species, at the drop of a hat, is now legendary.
And he does it all without fuss. His bird statistics library
must be massive.
The Cape to Cape Bird Group keeps him busy, with many
reports and sightings from the capes recorded in our
monthly newsletters. He has been a motivating force for
my gathering sightings and encouraging birders to go out,
photograph and survey here in the capes, the principal
reason for forming the group back in 2005. At the time
there was not a central point where information from
capes birders was encouraged with acknowledgement.
Now our large membership in the region (around 800) is
gradually becoming practiced at sending in observations,
with some confidently progressing to participating in the
Aussie Backyard Bird Count, annual GCC counts, the beach
nesting birds portal (Hooded Plover monitors) and Birdata.
It is a privilege to acknowledge our mentors and active
local volunteers and we continue to keep tabs on our
regional statistics to ensure they don’t get swallowed up
and become lost to us.
Christine Wilder

TOO MANY DEAD EAGLES!
We stopped for everything on our recent 5700 km road trip
into the outback, the northern-western country of Western
Australia. Because I am a ‘birdbrain’, one thing became
increasingly obvious as we travelled - the lack of birdlife. Is
it climate change? The lack of rain in the last few years? Is
it all the insecticides we are pouring so liberally over acre
after acre of land? Can you believe that our windscreen
stayed insect free for the trip? A few tiny things like
mosquitoes, perhaps.
No food for the birds seems to be the answer. I tested
quite a few of the dead looking bushes as we stopped and
started. Often although they look dead, Australian bushes
burst into incredible colour in the spring. They were dead.
Crispy. No insects, no nectar, no nesting places equals no
food and no homes. The birds are definitely leaving planet
Earth in big numbers.
It is alarming and distressing. Maybe with the rains now
which have reached up north something will happen. A
miracle is needed. Not only for the birds, either.
Because the countryside is so poor of food and resources
for wildlife, the birds and other animals come to the
roadside to find something. The kangaroos come because
there is often a bit of green next to the road because of
condensation on the road. When the cars come whizzing
past them they lose their wits and run into the road
instead of away and we saw so many lying dead and
mangled. The crows and raptors constantly patrol this
pathway of free food. They land on the road for the
welcome take away delivery and WHAM! The big road
trains and speeding cars kill them as well. Oh it is too
terrible.
As we approached the Shark Bay peninsula we kept
seeing dead kangaroos and suddenly a big dead raptor,
a Whistling Kite, was lying next to the bloody kangaroo.
Circling overhead were Wedge-tailed Eagles and crows. We
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realised that they had no chance so we stopped the car,
Basil took some plastic bags from the car and using them
like gloves dragged the dead kangaroo off the road so that
our absolute favourite of the entire trip, the Wedge-tailed
Eagles would not meet their demise too. He is my hero for
doing this. He dragged about ten kangaroos off the road
in the next few days. Despite that, we saw at least six
enormous Wedge-tailed
Eagles that had not managed to lift their huge bodies and
wings off the road in time. Dead. They are massive with a
wingspan of almost three metres and stand a good metre
and half so they need a runway like a Boeing and of course
they use the road. The big road trains can’t or won’t slow
down and ‘splat’ that is the end of a huge eagle that has
taken years to grow.
Despite searching the spinifex for tiny and rare little
grasswrens and emu-wrens, the birds that captured
our hearts and imagination were the biggest and most
powerful of them all, the King, the Wedge-tailed Eagle. It
was a holiday that was dominated by them. I am not sure
why. I have done that trip before and did not see as many
Wedge-tailed Eagles. We stopped the car every single time
just to admire them and watch them. Their huge legs and
powerful, menacing walk. Wow!
They are so wary of humans. As soon as we slowed down
they were off, except once. We had stopped so that we
could take a kangaroo off the road and saw that an eagle
had been killed while feeding on the kangaroo. Four eagles
watched us, intently, from a safe distance. After dragging
the carcass of the kangaroo well into the bush, Basil pulled
the dead eagle off the road as well. I asked him to pull the
wing up so that we could see that huge wingspan from up
close. As he pulled the wing up all four eagles took to the
air and started circling over us, lower and lower. It was
huge and powerful. They did a couple of rounds above
our heads and then took off towards the horizon. It felt as
though they could have taken me off into the never-never
as well. Was it a final farewell? Did they think their dead
relative was alive when the wing was lifted into the air and
wanted to frighten off the enemy human beings? We felt
that they were the spirits of the red earth all around us.
Athena Georgiou

BLACK-SHOULDERED KITE AT LAKE
CLAREMONT
An excellent photograph of a Black-shouldered Kite on
page two of the September 2020 issue of WABN had a
caption stating ‘Black-shouldered Kite, the 1st record
for Lake Claremont’. It may have been the observer/
photographer’s first record for the location but is definitely
not the first time that the species has been recorded there.
A local resident, E. Mackay-Scollay (dec’d), recorded the
species during his regular walks around the lake during
the 1970s and 1980s although it appeared incorrectly on
his self-published list (Mackay-Scollay 1987) as the closely
related Letter-winged Kite. It also appeared on the Town
of Claremont’s list (TOC 1993) which I updated when I
commenced regular surveys for the Town in September
1993. The first of those surveys that the Black-shouldered
Kite was recorded on was in March 1994 with other records
between then and the early 2000s when Norah Brockman
(dec’d) took over the surveys. The records for those
surveys are held by the Town of Claremont and were also
put into Birdata which would have allowed for the veracity
of the claim to be checked.
In addition to the above, the bird guide for the area
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prepared by Birds Australia and funded by the Town and
Lotterywest (Birds Australia Western Australia 2003), has
a drawing of the Black-shouldered Kite in it. This guide was
revised (BirdLife Western Australia 2013) and retains the
previously mentioned drawing.
I also checked my personal records for the location and
have recorded the species there in twenty three of the
last thirty years which includes breeding records on three
occasions. The third breeding record was mentioned as part
of a small note in WABN on a Barn Owl at Lake Claremont
(Sandilands 2011). The two young successfully fledged.
It is quite possible that there are other records for this
species dating back further than those I mention here.

in my thrall forgot to dial some different settings into my
camera for a bird in flight that reaches speeds of 300 kms
an hour. I would love to go back to get better flight shots
but I think I have had my chance. They kept coming at me
so we went inside. I could have stayed there all day. I want
to go back. I could sit on a chair and watch their antics and
flight all day. The couple that live in the apartment love
the falcons and have an Instagram account that gives a
daily update. It is too lovely. Please look and follow these
magnificent birds. It is a privilege to watch their progress.
The link to the Crawley falcons is https://www.instagram.
com/crawleyfalcons/
Athena Georgiou
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SWOOPED BY A PEREGRINE FALCON
My daughter organised for the two of us to visit a colleague
of hers who lives high up in a wonderful apartment
overlooking the Swan River. A pair of Peregrine Falcon
have been nesting on the balcony. For the last six years
they have arrived at the beginning of spring, and laid their
eggs in an empty pot on the narrow balcony outside the
bedroom, not a metre from the bed. From September to
the end of December, the owners of the apartment can't
open the balcony door, clean their windows or sit outside.
The balcony and even their other balcony belongs to the
King and Queen of the Air, the two peregrines. They hunt
and bring their bloody prey to their hungry offspring. They
deliver pigeons, Galahs, Rainbow Lorikeets, a duck and
magpies to feed to their four chicks.
What an amazing thing. In the birding world a day when
you see a Peregrine Falcon is a special day. In the same
way as a day in the African bush is extra special if you see
a Leopard.
We went into the bedroom and mother peregrine watched
us through the window. She did not take her baleful gaze
off us. She glared, she opened her wings to make herself
look bigger. Imagine waking up in the morning and having
a peregrine scowling at you. Imagine waking up in the
morning and seeing these fluff balls peering in to see if you
are lying in today. AWWWWWWW!!!!
The photos have been taken through a window which has a
lot of peregrine detritus and dust on it.
We were then taken onto a big rooftop veranda and to
my surprise the falcons started swooping us. They just
missed our heads. I was so chuffed, I was swooped by two
peregrines. Have you ever been swooped by a peregrine?
I was thrilled I put my camera up to take a few photos but
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 176 December 2020

There was always a big group of Fairy Terns and Crested
Terns present. North Island is home to one of the largest
breeding colonies of Fairy Terns on the west coast, with
a large colony breeding on the south west point of North
Island in the summer. We checked this out when Dr
Andrew Burbidge and John Blyth and I visited on ‘Hero’
in December 2013, and although they were not yet
breeding it seemed imminent. There were well over 1000
birds present then, and this was supported by a visit by
Drs Burbidge and Surman and myself in 2017. I have
previously reported over many years that North Island is
Fairy Tern central on the west coast, and maybe Australia,
but this information created little interest.
The Crested Tern also breeds on the beach generally on the
North Point.
Sadly we have observed during our recent field trips that
particularly the numbers of Bar-tailed Godwit and Ruddy
Turnstone seem to be diminishing at the islands since we
left. The other topical bird on North Island is the Houtman
Abrolhos Painted Button-quail (Turnix varius scintillans).
(See more information at: https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.
au/images/documents/plants-animals/). This was our
favourite; we fed them canary seed (which the wallabies
liked too), and they would bring their tiny youngsters
around to our camp every day for a visit.
The report above mentions the introduction of house mice,
which occurred in the 1980s. At an island meeting, our
resident Irishman Paddy reckoned “Fitzy brought their eggs
over in the gravel for the airstrip” to much applause from
the assembled fishermen! The mice, which we intensively
carefully baited, didn’t seem to affect the quails.
The button-quails have been decimated by Tammar
Wallabies from the nearby Wallabi Islands, introduced in
1985 when fishermen relocated five from West Wallabi
Island. They bred up and devastated the vegetation of the
180 ha island, where 1186 were culled from 2007-9, but
some remained. Western Australian Fisheries, which control
the island, despite repeated requests from both us and by
the Department of Parks and Wildlife, refused permission to
complete the eradication until July 2018, when another 500
were culled. The Department has ongoing permission this
time to complete the job, and already have had two further
culls.
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Gannet as far up as Cape Inscription at the north end of
Dirk Hartog Island. This and a number of birds at sea, was
surprising to us on our voyage up the coast.
Our other favourite birds are oystercatchers. North Island
has only two breeding pairs of Australian Pied, and one
Sooty pair, that always nested in the same places. One
pair of Australian Pied nested on the scree just south of
the southern-most camp every June. It was very hard to
see the eggs amongst the small stones, and they would
leave them unattended during sunny days. The other pair
of Australian Pied bred in the sand dunes at the north-west
corner of the island, and the ‘Sooties’ in the sand dunes on
the south-eastern corner.

Crested Tern, Photo by John Baas (not this trip)
We surveyed North Island on our field trip on ‘Hero’
in 2013 and again in 2017 and found no button-quail
platelets at all, which was very disappointing. Our
information from the fishermen is that revegetation is
occurring, and it may recover sufficiently to perhaps
consider a re-location attempt in the future from the
population of birds on East Wallabi Island.
Resident shore birds were Silver Gull, Pacific Gull (only
since the 1980s), Pied Cormorant, Eastern Reef Egret,
Crested Tern, Fairy Tern, and Australian Pied and Sooty
Oystercatchers, one pair of White-breasted Sea-Eagle and
three pairs of breeding Osprey.
There is an interesting story about the Silver Gull. When
the cray season opened in March, particularly in the
early days before fishermen had freezers, the bait was
spread out to dry between visits of the carrier boat from
Geraldton, and there was also domestic refuse from the
large resident population of fishermen and their families.
The gulls then bred in autumn, presumably lured on by
the plentiful food supply. Today, with the cray season
open all year, and all the bait in freezers and with
few residents, and domestic rubbish returned to the
mainland, they have reverted to breeding in the spring.

The Australian Pied Oystercatchers had their runner in the
Nitraria bushes fringing the beach, and would bring it out
to fossick on the beach. The resident White-breasted SeaEagle would come over from its roost on the western side
of the island every day and the oystercatchers would rise
shrieking to drive him away. One day it caught the runner
and sat up on the adjacent tank stand and shredded it. We
were all very sad.
Early next morning I took my cup of tea down to the beach
to console the oystercatchers. The cunning buggers had
another runner stowed away in the bushes, and only ever
brought one out at a time. Confusing the White-bellied
Sea-Eagle, he didn’t bother them again as he reckoned he
had caught the only one. Sometimes we had as many as
20 Australian Pied Oystercatchers flying together around
the island, just visitors as only the two pairs ever bred
there.
We didn’t have resident Caspian Tern, although it is
common on the southern islands. However, every June a
pair would arrive, carry out display high flying, and would
set up home in the sand hills where the North Island Golf
Course used to be. Sand greens of course and you needed
red golf balls to play at North Island!
John & Beth Fitzhardinge

We had a tame Silver Gull for a few years that used to
follow us all day, sitting on the back row of pots. We
didn’t feed it; it just liked the company I think. It was
smart enough to recognise ‘Hero’, but sometimes was
confused because a number of North Island fishermen
had boats that I had designed, and it got a bit confused
with them; I would get a call on the VHF “Hey Fitzy, got
your seagull over here!”
West and East Wallabi both have Tammars, marooned
like the other species since the last ice age maybe 14
000 years ago, but also have Carpet Pythons which keep
the Tammars in check. North Island has no pythons. Our
tongue in cheek suggestion to bring some pythons over
from the Wallabis didn’t find much support - “you mob
have done enough damage already!”
General observations both by us and from discussions with
fishermen still active is that the number of Yellow-nosed
Albatross and probably other albatross, mainly Shy, have
diminished considerably in the past ten years.
Australasian Gannets are maybe more common all year
than in the past, both immature birds and adults. On a trip
up to Shark Bay on ‘Hero’ for the 400 year celebration of
Dirk Hartog’s landing at Cape Inscription on Australia on
October 25th 1616, we saw large groups of Australasian
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Square-tailed Kites mating, photo by Terry Booth

SQUARE-TAILED KITE BREEDING
After sighting a number of Square-tailed Kites, in areas
of bush about 50 km north of Perth, I was not entirely
surprised when a good friend led me to a pair which was
nest building. The area is one which is used by heavy
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trucks and also recreational off-road motorbike riders,
and the pair seemed quite oblivious to the movement of
humans.
Observing the birds for several hours over the past two
days revealed an interesting fact. They are actually
building two separate nests, simultaneously. They fly to
a branch and grab it in their talons and snap it off, then
circle and take the branch to a random nest. Occasionally
they will grab small branches with green leaves, I assume
to add to the base of the nest. The two nests are in
different trees about 50 metres apart. Coincidently in one
of the trees is also an old disused nest which still looks in
reasonable condition.
During the few hours that I have observed them they
actually mated on three separate occasions, giving me the
opportunity to capture some remarkable images.
Terry Booth

A LIFER !!
In the alternate world of birdwatchers there are two very
exciting words – “A Lifer”.
This gorgeous Rufous-crowned Emu-wren is tiny and
elusive and the only bird of the trip that was a ‘lifer’ for
me. In other words I have never seen it before. I saw
him and I photographed his left side, his right side, his
backside, front side, every side. I was very excited to see
him. His ‘wifey’ wasn't quite as obliging. She popped above
the bushes’ decided I was not worth the effort and popped
right back down again.
Athena Georgiou

trouble, but the last one was so fat he found it difficult
to fly out of the small hole of the pot. I need to learn not
to feed the same one each time. Eventually my last baby
came out with a pop and flew clumsily into the tree! After
a few lessons we all took flight out into the blue yonder.
I took off on holiday for a while but came back in April to
the hustle and bustle and to clean up my house ready for
my new family. I have been making my presence known in
the area. Making a lot of noise calling out (which sounds
like “be quick, be quick”) sitting in the trees and letting
female suitors know that I’m ready to do my duty again. I
have brought home a few interested females, but I don’t
think it is time for them to settle down yet. They take
a lot of romancing you know, but I did manage to get a
particularly pretty one to actually come in and take a look;
she was in and out, no time for canoodling.
It is August now and I suppose I really do have to do
some cleaning ready for spring. Unfortunately, the carcass
of one of my offspring who didn’t survive was cluttering
up the place so it is no wonder she didn‘t stay long. I
started pushing it towards the pot hole. It was difficult to
squeeze by it so that I could get out and pull it from the
outside, but I did manage to do that. I tugged at it but, I
just could not pull it out. Luckily Joyce was watching and
she came out and asked if she could help. I tapped on the
pot indicating that would be great thank you. I flew up to
the top of the pot so Joyce could get to it. At this stage
Joyce thought it was just twigs, but when she saw it was
a dead little bird she jumped, dropped her grip and it fell
back in. I was a bit exasperated, after all my hard work,
so I flew off in a huff. I came back the next day and to my
delight the remains of my little feller had gone. Joyce got
her husband to fix it as he can fix lots of things – it’s good
to have friends isn’t it! I did hear Joyce remark “that you
would have thought he would have abandoned the nest
with that in there”. As I said before “I like it here”.
I dropped by today, the 11th August 2011 and called
Joyce out to the garden. She came over to the tree and
looked up at me and said “did you see we got your pot
tidy for you again?” I flew down to the bird bath right in
front of Joyce and took three drinks, looking up at her,
acknowledging how pleased I was. Joyce called out to her
husband “did you see that Wayne? It’s like he said thank
you”.
We kept the hanging basket empty of plants just in case
Parda should come back, but we didn't see or hear from
him (WABN 141, p.16).
...until

Rufous-crowned Emu-wren, photo by Athena Georgiou

WILD THING JUST DROPPING IN
Hello again, Parda here. I’ve heard on the grape vine that
a few of you have been asking after me. I plumped up no
end to hear that. I am still hanging around Joyce’s garden,
it is better than a tree hollow, not so draughty, everything
is here except, of course, I do have to provide my own
food.
Now, let’s see, what can I tell you. This year, January
2011, Joyce was around to see my brood leave the nest
which she told me she was thrilled but frustrated about.
“It is times like these when you need your camcorder, but
not with a flat battery!” she said. So she didn’t get footage
again. All other fledgling times she has been so caught up
in the wonder of it all, scared to move in case she missed
something. Two of our brood emerged without too much
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 176 December 2020

Today 12th September 2020 we had an absolutely
wonderful surprise — Parda came calling! Could it really
be Parda or one of his fledglings who would be eight or
nine years old or perhaps even his spirit in another bird
visited us today. It couldn't be Parda could it, because it
would make him 15-16 years old! We just couldn't believe
it after all these years; he went straight into the hanging
basket. He flew over to where I was standing under the
horse ornament and tweeted to me, spreading his wings.
I was just so pleased to see him and astonished at the
same time. He has been here most of the day noisily trying
to coax a mate into the basket. I do hope he stays — he
brightens up my day.
Joyce Ralston
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A COMPENDIUM OF WILLIE WAGTAIL
OBSERVATIONS
Over the years I have accrued a collection of notes on the
behaviour of Willie Wagtails, Rhipidura leucophrys. These
observations were mainly made in the Carlisle and Belmont
suburbs of Perth. The key points of interest are the preselection of possible breeding sites, recycling of nest
material, multiple broods, nest locations and nest shaping
behaviour.
Case 1:
Willie Wagtails had been hanging around the garden
throughout the winter months and as spring arrived, they
became part of the morning chorus. They would start their
song about an hour before sunrise and I suspected they
were probably going to breed nearby.
Their nest site was discovered on 27 September 1998,
fortunately just when the first signs of nest construction
were evident. The nest site was 250 cm above ground
level and located at the end of a branch which was rough
in texture and had some moss growth. The tree was semideciduous and the nest site was exposed. Some protection
from the elements was afforded due to its location between
two houses. The nest building behaviour of this pair of
Willie Wagtail was observed over a number of weeks. The
nest site was detected when only a few spider webs were
present in the fork of the branch.
Right from the start it was noted that both birds sang
from the nest site, following a set pattern. Arriving at the
nest site the birds wiped cobwebs on the branch, prodded
material and wiggled as if to form a nest base. In most
cases they sang before flying off to collect more material.
Nest building started early in the morning and continued
throughout the day right up to sunset and near dark. Both
wagtails sang above the nest site, which seemed their
favoured singing location. If one of the adults was present
at the nest site when the partner arrived, the bird present
would usually move off. Sometimes both birds would be
present at the nest and the adult already present would
put its head back and open its beak.
The gathering of spider webs was a time-consuming
activity. As far as I could determine the bristles around
the bill were essential in collecting and carrying the webs.
The bristles around the bill were numerous and lengthy.
The webs could be seen around the bill bristles when the
birds arrived on site. The Willie Wagtails would wipe the
webs onto the sides of the nest by holding their head
sideways, first wiping the left side and then the right but
not necessarily in that order.
Whilst wiping their head, their bill would vibrate rapidly
up and down with their beak sometimes partially open.
The number of visits with webs outweighed the visits
with grasses and small pieces of bark many times over.
Sometimes it was hard to even see if the bird was carrying
webs but the wiping actions would indicate otherwise.
On 30 September 1998 the cup-edge was about 1 cm high
from the base. It was at this stage of building, when the
nest’s cup shape started to take form, that a particular
behaviour was regularly observed and which continued to
take place till the nest was finished. The wagtails would
finish arranging the building material or webs. They would
then push their chest down into the nest cup and trample
rapidly backwards with their hind legs from within the nest
cup. The tail would be held on a slightly downward angle
and the tail moved quickly sideways as the trampling took
place. The purpose of this behaviour was to shape/stretch
and enlarge the nest cup. The trampling action with the
lower parts of the legs would often push the bird’s breast
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forward against the inside of the cup wall and sometimes
result in the bird riding up partially over the nest edge.
Later when the nest was lined with feathers this backkicking behaviour would probably assist in compressing the
nest lining. In the latter stages as the cup walls became
higher the wings would point up over the bird’s back. This
behaviour continued until completion of the nest.
A Spotted Dove commenced building a nest two metres
away and was ignored by the Willie Wagtails. However,
Singing Honeyeaters (food competitors and potential
predators) were seen off quickly and Australian Ravens
(potential predators) that ventured nearby were soon
under continuous attack by both birds until driven away.
Willie Wagtails made actual physical contact with the
ravens, touching their back and tails. I have even seen a
Willie Wagtail standing on the back of a kookaburra in an
effort to frighten it off.
When building was in progress, birds did not stay on the
nest at night. Some heavy rain during the building stage
did not affect the nest. Towards completion of the nest
one bird would return and sit on the nest during heavy
downpours but vacate the nest as soon as it stopped
raining, though at times the nest was seen exposed to
heavy showers.
The evening of 15 October 1998 was the first time that a
bird remained on the nest during the night and I assume
this was because the nest contained an egg and could not
be left. The Willie Wagtails still sang from the nest whilst
brooding. Breeding was successful with the first young
being seen on 30 October. That would make it roughly two
weeks to build the nest and two weeks incubation. By 10
November three young were out of the nest, fledged and
on a nearby branch.
A second breeding cycle commenced soon after. An adult
bird stayed overnight on the nest from 26 November
onwards. The three young birds were still hanging around
and being fed whilst the second breeding attempt was in
progress. It was not successful. The deserted nest was
checked on 2 January 1999 and contained three eggs. Bad
weather finally destroyed the nest on 21 May.
Case 2:
During a visit to Cottesloe Beach on 15 October 1998 I
found a Willie Wagtails nest on a branch of a small Norfolk
Island Pine (Araucaria excelsa). The nest was at head
height and only metres from the sandy beach. The pine
was located in the grassed sun area on the northern side
of Indiana’s restaurant and contained one white egg with
brown speckles. The birds seemed oblivious to the sun
bathers beneath their nest.
Case 3:
On 1 September 1999 Willie Wagtails commenced building
a nest opposite our house, in a Frangipani tree (Plumeria
sp.), at this stage still completely without any foliage. The
birds weathered downpours and the owner’s dog that used
to run around in the front garden. This breeding attempt
failed in the end.
Nest building then commenced in the same tree as the
previous year but on a much higher branch. However,
building stopped halfway through completion. This was
possibly because Australian Ravens were nesting in an
adjacent Tasmanian Blue Gum (Eucalyptus globulus) and
required continuous chasing by the wagtails.
A third attempt commenced in the top of a shrub in
the neighbour’s place. What was interesting to observe
was that the Willie Wagtails came back to their old, half
completed nest and started to pull it apart, effectively
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recycling the material for their new nest which progressed
very quickly as a result. Maybe this was because laying
was imminent.
Case 4: Examples of unusual nest sites
A visit to Kings Park on 10 December 2000 confirmed that
a Willie Wagtail nest can turn up in the most unexpected
places. A nest with three nearly fledged young birds was
located on a metal sculpture in the middle of a pond in
the Pioneer Women’s Memorial Park. On 22 September
2020 a Willie Wagtail nest was noticed on a casuarina
tree branch overhanging the water on Lycopod Island in
Synergy Parkland, Kings Park. Once an Australian Raven
was harassed the wagtail returned to the nest which was a
good way to locate the nest.
On 23 September 2020, a Willie Wagtail nest was located
near Tomato Lake in the top of a power pole, a most
unusual place.
Case 5: Pre-breeding behaviour of Willie Wagtails
It was August 2001 and the birds were becoming very
territorial. Since 18 August, Willie Wagtails had been
observed checking out potential nesting sites. One site
was located at the fork of a dead branch in a Tasmanian
Blue Gum and the other at the fork of a small branch in a
Jacaranda tree (Jacaranda mimosifolia).
The sequence of events observed was that one Willie
Wagtail positioned itself in a sitting (crouched) position in
the fork of the potential nest site. It sang there and was
joined by the other bird. Both birds sat side by side at
the fork for a while before flying off. The same behaviour
was observed several times at both these sites over a
period of two weeks. A variation to this behaviour was
that the crouching bird would vibrate its wings similar to
the behaviour often displayed by young begging birds.
This same behaviour was again observed on 7 July 2002.
One of the same pre-breeding sites selected was as in the
previous year, in the Tasmanian Blue Gum.
This behaviour seems to indicate that a number of
potential nesting sites are chosen months in advance and
the birds merely wait for the right nest building conditions
to present themselves. This depends on the availability
of an ample supply of spider webs. Nest building, near
completion, was first noted in the Jacaranda tree on
16 September 2001, not far from the pre-selected site.
Singing Honeyeaters were observed trying to pilfer nest
material whilst the wagtails were absent. They were
seen pulling material from the cup rim but were quickly
chased away when the wagtails returned and immediately
proceeded to repair the damage. Magpie-larks had been
hanging around the nest site for some time and were
chased away vigorously. A Magpie-lark was observed
taking material from the Willie Wagtail nest but this may
have been just after the nest site was abandoned around 3
October 2001.
Willie Wagtails started a second building attempt at the
Tasmanian Blue Gum site on 7 October. That was seven
weeks after they first showed an interest in the site back in
August. Building only lasted a day. They ended up building
a nest elsewhere but this could not be monitored. From
my limited observations it appears that Willie Wagtails in
the metropolitan area often make several nest building
attempts during the season.
Case 6:
Nest building commenced earlier this year. First signs
of building were observed on 24 August 2002 in the
Fiddlewood tree (Citharexylum spinosum) that grows
underneath the Tasmanian Blue Gum in Carlisle. This was
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the same tree that had been used as a roost in years past.
A severe storm blew the nest cup out of the tree, and
was found on the ground below with two nearly fledged
youngsters next to it. This was on 14 September.
The parents continued to feed the young whilst on the
ground and they were later sighted in nearby trees.
On 13 October the Willie Wagtails were observed building
a new nest about 1 metre from their first site, using
some remnants of the old nest in the construction. On 17
November three juveniles were seen for the first time on
the branch next to the nest.
Refurbishment of the nest was taking place on 24
November 2002. Mating was observed on nest and on the
adjoining branch. From 29 November 2002 there was a
bird sitting on the nest whilst the second brood continued
to be fed. Up to 8 December the youngsters of the
second brood were still hanging around and being fed. My
impression was that they were being fed by both parents
up to the hatching of the third clutch. On 25 December, the
three juveniles were out of the nest for the first time.
This year Willie Wagtails raised three broods (eight
juveniles) over a period of four months and that included
building two separate nests.
Case 7:
Breeding was confirmed in the G.O. Edwards Park,
Burswood. On 9 January 2018, a nest was seen on a
gumtree twig above the water. It contained two large
feathered juveniles. On 24 October 2018, a Willie Wagtail
was feeding young in a nest located on a Peppermint tree
(Agonis flexuosa) branch over-hanging the water.
Case 8:
Tomato Lake at Belmont has a high population density of
Willie Wagtails and nests are easily seen. On 16 September
2020 two pairs were seen sitting on their nests, located
at the end of a thin gumtree branch hanging over the
water. These were about two feet above the water. When
water was available, Willie Wagtails did seem to show a
preference for locating their nest above water.
Roosting
A large Tasmanian Blue Gum with a Fiddlewood as
undergrowth, stood about 12 metres from the nest site.
In the evenings both birds would roost in the dense
Fiddlewood tree. On 12 October 1998 both birds were
found roosting next to each other
In February 1999 one Willie Wagtail was still roosting in
the lower hanging branches of the Tasmanian Blue Gum,
only several feet away from the roosting site used during
the breeding season. Although not checked continuously,
the site appeared to be used regularly. Without fail the
Willie Wagtail would arrive, giving a chittering call, at the
roost about 30 minutes after sunset.
Limited observations show that the roost was used during
the months October 1998, November 1998, January 1999,
February 1999, March 1999, and April 1999.
Plumage
Some effort was made to determine differences in plumage
between birds.
Although these differences may be age related, they are
worth mentioning and are in addition to the ones stated
in the field guides. One Willie Wagtail showed some white
speckles under the chin. A small patch of scarce white
flecks was beneath the spotted lower cheek stripe. When
the bird had its wings folded, four or five white spots
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were clearly visible were the alula is located. It had some
extended nape bristles. The other bird had some white
speckles where the lower cheek stripe normally is and
overall the plumage was duller.
Song
During the 1998 breeding season a very rapid metallic/
silvery trilling song was heard, admittedly only a few
times. It sounded like something was unwinding quickly
but was still pleasant. The song was different to the normal
alarm call or melody. I haven’t found this type of song
mentioned in any of the field guides.
Marcus Singor

A BIRD A MINUTE
In WABN 172 (p.26), Wynt Maddeford wrote an article
detailing a walk around Lake Monger, where 30 species
were seen in 30 minutes.

Coot, Purple Swamphen and egrets, as well as three
Glossy Ibis standing in the sunlight. Once I had finished
at Moondine, I had already been birding for around 30
minutes, so I didn’t have that long left before the time
matched the species total (which was now 36). I walked
to the Wildlife Centre and completed the boardwalk there,
where I added a further 15 species. There were numerous
Great Crested Grebes and one Freckled Duck in the water
(the last species added before the challenge ended).
At this point I was up to 52 species, in 52 minutes and I
was looking at the clock as it changed to 54 minutes after
the time I started birding, no new species seen during the
53rd minute – the challenge was now over. I kept birding
for another 18 minutes – in this time, only one further
species was seen – a single Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo
flying over the lake.

I thought it would be enjoyable to try and achieve the
same goal (or higher!) at Herdsman Lake – one species
per minute of birding.

The large number of species seen in a rather short amount
of time (and I didn’t run!) is proof of Herdsman’s high
biodiversity – and its need to be protected now, and in the
future.

On 28 September 2020, I did my usual walk at Herdsman
Lake (Moondine Drive to the Wildlife Centre and back).
At Moondine, I saw Tawny Frogmouth, the usual Eurasian

Thanks to Wynt for inspiring me to see the largest number
of species in the same number of minutes.
Drew Davison

SPOTTED NIGHTJARS IN JERRAMUNGUP SHIRE
Recently we received a message from Rob Tozer, the owner of
Tozer’s Bush Camp at Bremer Bay, about a breeding Spotted
Nightjar.
Tozer’s Bush Camp is known for its camping facilities, bush
birds and the wildflowers and orchids that grow there. Rob
mentioned that a visitor, Paul Armstrong, had stumbled on to
a breeding Spotted Nightjar. As far as we know this is the first
breeding record this far south in Western Australia.
We received notification on 10 October 2020, at which time
the Spotted Nightjar had been sitting for three weeks on one
egg. The location of the nest is within the camp grounds of
Tozer’s Bush Camp on the western side adjacent to a gravel
access track and is within an area of mallee shrublands that
has been slashed for fire mitigation. The nest is a bare scrape
in the ground with leaf litter on either side of the egg.

The incubating bird is protected from the sun by a single
small mallee branch that shades the nest, and the ground
vegetation around the nest consists of small patchy shrubs
and grasses (slashed vegetation).
Observations of the incubating bird show that it has got used
to the presence of visitors and can be approached carefully
up to 1m. The birds do not seem concerned with visitors
photographing orchids nearby, or vehicle movements along
the access track. Feral cats have been observed around the
camp site so in consultation with Rob Tozer several cat traps
will be deployed for one week.
One of us (Steve Elson) has been monitoring Spotted
Nightjars since 2007 and has noticed most observations in
the Jerramungup Shire are made in April and May. This period
is just before the rains start and coincides when moths are
most prolific. The distribution of Spotted Nightjar sightings
within the Jerramungup Shire are shown in
Figure 1.
A favoured habitat for Spotted Nightjars in
this area is old abandoned gravel pits, some
of which are quite large. These gravel pits
have a sparse covering of vegetation and
have a small water source (soak) within the
pit. It has been noted that Spotted Nightjars
return to the same gravel pits year after
year.
The latest update on the nesting Spotted
Nightjar at Tozer’s Bush Camp was that it
seems that the egg was predated, possibly
by one of the common Heath Monitors that
patrol the camping grounds. An observer has
located the two birds still in the area and the
birds may make a second breeding attempt.
Linda Giblett and Steve Elson
Figure 1. Spotted Nightjar sightings within
the Shire of Jerramungup, 2007 to 2020.
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WATERBIRDS AT BLACKWOOD RIVER ESTUARY, AUGUSTA, WESTERN AUSTRALIA
PART 1. CORMORANTS AND HERONS
The Blackwood River Estuary (Hardy Inlet) is located at the
southern tip of Western Australia near the town Augusta
(34o18'53 S; 115o09'33 E). The Blackwood River and Scott
River discharge into the Hardy Inlet at Molloy Island and
this water body later flows through a channel that opens
into the Southern Ocean at Flinders Bay (Fig. 1).

conducted by Dean McFaull were four in 2018, 65 in 2019
and 32 in 2020.
Christine Wilder conducted an additional 30 surveys (March
2019 to December 2019) from the Colourpatch boat ramp
car park looking towards East Augusta, the Deadwater,
an area of sandbanks and the Augusta Spit, where the
Blackwood River enters the ocean.
The Cape to Cape Bird Group conducted two river cruises
from the Blackwood River spit to Molloy Island and back
on 16 March 2019 and 2 March 2020 (Wilder 2019, 2020a)
and these records have been included. A few records from
the 1981-1988 RAOU Waterbird Usage survey were also
included.
The maximum numbers of species sighted over both
periods are shown in Table 1.
Species accounts
In the discussion below, reference is made to the findings
and observations from the 1974 - 1975 birdlife study at
the Blackwood River Estuary (Lane 1976). Recent and past
information is presented for comparison. Maximum counts
are in parentheses.
Little Pied Cormorant, Microcarbo melanoleucos
The Little Pied Cormorant is seen all year round at the
Hardy Inlet. Most sightings are in the range of 10-40
birds. The highest counts come from May and June when
numbers exceed 100 birds (Table 1). The Little Pied
Table 1

Comparison of maximum waterbird counts at
Hardy Inlet between 1974-1975 and 2018-2020

Hardy Inlet

Figure 1. The Blackwood River Estuary (from Lane 1976).
An environmental study of the birdlife of the Blackwood
River Estuary was undertaken in 1974 and 1975 (Lane
1976). These studies were in response to proposed
dredge mining for mineral sand deposits located within the
estuary. The study area was confined to the lagoon tidal
flats, channel, Deadwater and Swan Lake (Fig 1).
At the time the estuary was visited at monthly intervals
from March 1974 to June 1975 inclusive (except for June
1974). The visits lasted for 3-6 days and were made
during the latter half of each month. Aerial surveys formed
part of the overall monthly surveys.
We undertook a comparative study from November
2018 to September 2020 to establish what numbers and
species of waterbirds still frequented the Blackwood River
Estuary. The counts commenced in November 2018 and
were conducted in the early morning (7:30 am) and the
late afternoon (5:00 pm) on a regular basis with the main
focus on the lagoon tidal flats between Thomas Island and
Island Point (Fig. 1). A boat was used to get to the sites.
Counting started at Lion Island and proceeded through the
lagoon mud flats towards Molloy Island. The navigation
channel running through the mudflats is often referred
to as the “sticks”. Photographs and video were used as a
supporting resource to assist in the verification of numbers
and identification of species. The number of surveys
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Hardy Inlet
1974-1975

Hardy Inlet
2019-2020

Status
2020

Little Pied Cormorant

90

143

reduced

Little Black Corrmorant

85

121

increased

Great Pied Cormorant

10

61

increased

Great Cormorant

22

5

reduced

Australasian Darter

5

6

unchanged

Hoary-headed Grebe

2

98

increased

Australian White Ibis

2

146

increased

Straw-necked Ibis

0

15

increased

Yellow-billed Spoonbill

0

51

increased

Australasian Bittern

1

0

absent

20

present

unchanged
increased

Nankeen Night-Heron
White-necked Heron

0

20

Great Egret

12

7

reduced

Little Egret

0

2

increased

White-faced Heron

30

17

reduced

Eastern Reef Egret

2

1

unchanged

Australian Pelican

60

140

increased

Cormorant will roost together with Little Black Cormorant
in the trees on Molloy Island along the Blackwood River
and along the riverbank opposite Molloy Island. Two
pairs of Little Pied Cormorants were found breeding in
a paperbark tree in August 2020. Little Pied Cormorant
were seen in small numbers (1-7) at the Blackwood River
mouth.
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1974-1975

1974-1975

The most abundant cormorant, scattered over the entire
inlet; although usually seen feeding singly, feeding
flocks were occasionally formed, the largest of which
comprised 90 Little Pied Cormorants and eight Little Black
Cormorants. The total estuary population is thought to
have been 250-400 birds.

Usually encountered around the deeper parts of the
estuary, particularly where trees overhang the water’s
edge. It was often seen resting on Lion Island and rocks at
Ellis Point.

Little Black Cormorant, Phalacrocorax sulcirostris

It appeared to vacate lower reaches of the estuary (Point
Dalton and below) during late summer. Not an abundant
species.

The Little Black Cormorant is seen all year round at the
Hardy Inlet with the maximum number sighted being 76
on 31 December 2019.

Usually single birds, but on occasions as many as five were
perching together.

Hoary-headed Grebe, Poliocephalus poliocephalus

Generally, 10-35 birds are sighted. Large numbers of
cormorants were seen together when they were in a
feeding frenzy.

The Hoary-headed Grebe showed up mainly over the
autumn and winter months in rafts of up to 98. It was
rarely seen outside that period.

The Little Black Cormorants roost on the bend just before
you turn to Molloy Island going up the river and just
around the mouth of Scott River near the Molloy Island
ferry.

1974-1975

They were seen in small numbers (1-8) at the Blackwood
River mouth.
1974-1975
The second most abundant cormorant, usually seen in
flocks of 10-40 birds. One flock of 85 birds was seen near
Island Point in April 1974.
Great Pied Cormorant, Phalacrocorax varius
Great Pied Cormorants roost on the Lion Island rocks and
were observed all year round at the Hardy Inlet, generally
in groups of 15-40 birds. The number of Great Pied
Cormorants recorded was higher compared to the previous
study with the highest count of 61 .
There are indications of a small Great Pied Cormorant
breeding colony about 8 km to the south of the estuary on
Seal Island. One visit made in June 2020 showed Great
Pied Cormorant in a colony of about 20 pairs sitting on
nests though any breeding outcomes were not established
(Wilder 2020b). The species was present at the Blackwood
River mouth throughout the year generally ranging from 5
to 15 birds though up to 25 were recorded.

Two birds were seen on the Scott Basin in May 1974. A
single bird was there in February 1975.
Australian White Ibis, Threskiornis moluccus
Sightings of Australian White Ibis have increased
dramatically in comparison with past surveys, and the
species has been recorded in every month except July.
Sightings of small flocks (10-40) of Australian White Ibis
are a regular sight. The maximum number recorded was
146 on 6 January 2020; it is most numerous over the
summer months. Australian White Ibis seem to leave when
water levels are high. It is occasionally seen at the river
mouth.
1974-1975
A single bird was observed feeding in the samphire marsh
at the mouth of Deadwater in April 1975. Two birds were
feeding in the marsh of Thomas Island in June 1975.
Straw-necked Ibis, Threskiornis spinicollis
Sightings of Straw-necked Ibis were made during March,
April, October, November and December in low numbers
(15). A scarce visitor, with numbers generally up to five
birds and observed feeding on mudflats.
The Straw-necked Ibis was not recorded during 19741975 surveys.

1974-1975

Yellow-billed Spoonbill, Platalea flavipes

This was the least abundant cormorant. Single birds
were often seen fishing in the channel but not recorded
elsewhere on the inlet. It roosts either singly or in small
groups at the mouth, Lion Island and rocks near Ellis Point.
The largest fishing flock was of two birds. The population
reached a maximum of ten birds in March 1975.

The Yellow-billed Spoonbill has become a regular sighting
at the Hardy Inlet and seems to have expanded its range
with sightings during all months of the year. A maximum of
51 was in November. It was rarely seen at the river mouth
and was sighted with a stick in its beak on 18 May 2018.

Great Cormorant, Phalacrocorax carbo
Seen in small numbers of 1-4 birds and the least common
of the cormorant species, with the maximum number of
five birds in November and December 2019. One Great
Cormorant seen in breeding plumage in April 2020.
1974-1975
Usually seen in flocks of 3-8 birds. In August, 22 birds
were observed fishing together in the Island Point area.
Not an abundant cormorant.
Australasian Darter, Anhinga novaehollandiae
The Australasian Darter was present all months of the
year except January and February. Sightings generally
involved single birds and sometimes pairs. The maximum
number recorded was five in June 2019. Breeding was
confirmed and at least two nests were sighted in August
2020.
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Yellow-billed Spoonbill was not recorded during 19741975 surveys, but there was a sighting of 14 Yellow-billed
Spoonbills at Molloy Island on 23 March 1990 (RAOU
Waterbird Usage Survey 1981-1988).
Australasian Bittern, Botaurus poiciloptilus
Australasian Bittern was not recorded during 2019-2020
surveys.
1974-1975
Appeared to be a regular March visitor to the estuary. A
single bird was flushed from the rush beds of the Scott
basin in March 1974 and again in March 1975.
Nankeen Night-Heron, Nycticorax caledonicus
Nankeen Night-Heron are known to roost in the trees at
Turner Caravan Park and just a little further up the river in
trees along the edge of the river from May and February.
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Nankeen Night-Herons hunt near the Molloy Island barge/
ferry and birds with immature plumage have been sighted.
1974-1975
In March 1974 about 20 birds were flushed from the
melaleuca which overhang the water’s edge at Island
Point. It was not recorded again until January 1975 when a
similar number of birds was flushed from the same locality.
A few birds continued to roost there until the end of April.
White-necked Heron, Ardea pacifica
White-necked Heron was once seen feeding on the
mudflats, with the maximum number (20) observed in
November 2018 on the east side of ‘the sticks’. Generally,
these herons are seen on surrounding farms that have
wetlands, not on the estuary. There is a recorded sighting
of a White-necked Heron on 20 October 2013 feeding in a
small wetland area in Turner Caravan Park, Augusta.
The White-necked Heron was not recorded during 19741975 surveys.
Great Egret, Ardea modesta
Is present around the Hardy Inlet for most months of the
year but with no records for January and October. The
maximum count was seven birds though it is generally
recorded in the range of 2-4, showing up regularly at the
Blackwood River mouth.
1974-1975

March to August 1974 and from February to June 1975.
It was recorded as far upstream as Point Irwin and the
east end of the Deadwater, usually seen resting or fishing
around the shores of Seine Bay and the mouth. A second
grey-phase bird was noted at the mouth in April 1975.
Australian Pelican, Pelecanus conspicillatus
The Australian Pelican is present on the Hardy Inlet all
year round. The number has increased in comparison
with past numbers with the maximum count (140) in
November 2019 (Fig 2). There have been records in
excess of one hundred birds in March, May, August,
September, November and December. The Australian
Pelicans are known to roost on Lion Island rocks and
regularly in the middle of the sticks on the mud island.
The nearest Australian Pelican breeding locations are
Rockingham (Penguin Island) and Albany (Oyster Harbour,
Green Island). Regular sightings (3 to 15) come from the
Blackwood River estuary/Augusta spit.
1974-1975
Australian Pelican was recorded on every visit, with a peak
in numbers from September to December. Fewer birds
were seen during autumn and winter. The late summer
exodus shortly preceded commencement of breeding in
the north of the state (Shark Bay to the Joseph Bonaparte
Gulf) and was probably related to that event. Sixty birds
which K. Back observed landing on the estuary at 11:00
hours on 12 March 1975, departed later the same day.

A regular autumn-winter visitor. The larger rush beds and
the samphire marshes are preferred habitats.
Little Egret, Ardea garzetta
There is one sighting of two Little Egrets feeding along
the edge of the river at Colourpatch, Augusta on 18
August 2020 (Wilder 2020c).
The Little Egret was not recorded during 1974-1975
surveys.
White-faced Heron, Ardea novaehollandiae
The White-faced Heron was absent from July to October,
coinciding with its breeding season. The highest numbers
present, generally in the range 1-5 birds, were over
December.
The maximum count (17) was on 14 December 2019. The
largest numbers of White-faced Heron were seen on the
way into Swan Lake along the edges of the reeds and on
the mud or in the shallows. When seen up river they are
found evenly between the mud, shallows and on the edge
of the reeds. A previous notable sighting was 14 birds at
Hardy Inlet on 3 January 1988 (RAOU Waterbird Usage
Survey 1981-1988).
1974-1975
Seen around the entire shoreline of the estuary. It
appeared to be most abundant from December to May,
when flocks of 20-30 birds were common in the samphire
marsh at the mouth of the Deadwater. A sudden influx
of birds in December contained many juveniles. Very few
birds were seen in July.
Eastern Reef Egret, Egretta sacra
The Eastern Reef Egret was seen at the Blackwood River
mouth during the current survey period in March, May and
July and a further grey-phase bird was seen on Lion Island,
near the town jetty.
1974-1975

Figure 2. Highest monthly count of Australian Pelican at Hardy
Inlet 2019-2020
Discussion
When looking at the data from 1974-1975 in comparison
with the observations made during 2018 -2020 there is
evidence of changes in the composition of the waterbird
populations that frequent the Hardy Inlet.
The core areas surveyed in 2018-2020 matched those
from the 1974-1975 period except for the Swan Lake
and Deadwater areas, which were not covered during the
present surveys. Species that increased in number were
Hoary-headed Grebe, Australian White Ibis and Australian
Pelican (Fig 2). Species that were new to Hardy Inlet were
Straw-necked Ibis, Yellow-billed Spoonbill, White-necked
Heron and Little Egret.
There was some anecdotal evidence (pungent smell) of a
cormorant colony on private property near Maud’s landing
which is a little north of the East Augusta settlement.

A single, grey-phase bird inhabited the entrance area from
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 176 December 2020
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Potential threats to the Hardy Inlet are housing
developments around the perimeter, change in water
quality, increased boating traffic and removal of fringing
vegetation. Further threats are vehicles entering onto
the sand bar at low tide from East Augusta track, and
kite surfers landing everywhere on sand bars, spit
etc. (before the Covid lockdown 30 kite surfers were
counted on one day). Dogs and people landing by boat
on the sand bar put up all the birds and people on quad
bikes enter from East Augusta onto the spit now that
the channel is at the western end. At holiday time these
disturbances can be almost constant.
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BINOS ON A BREEDING BLACK-FACED
CUCKOO-SHRIKE
From my front courtyard in Subiaco, since 23rd
September I have watched Black-faced Cuckooshrikes at their nest high up in a Jacaranda tree.
The eggs were probably laid before this date as
feeding of chicks was first observed on 15th October
(incubation is usually 20 to 23 days). Up to that date
I watched the birds change places on the nest swiftly
and smoothly, using a nearby TV aerial as a lookout,
giving one short call, then doing a long shift on the
nest with no movement except the head keeping
watch in all directions.
They sat long hours through wind, rain, one brief
hailstorm, then some very hot days. I had to admire
their cooperation and steadfastness. They chased
off Red Wattlebirds, Australian Ravens, and endured
noise from a seven-lane highway close by, a busy
fuel station, an occasional light plane, lawnmowers
and even roof plumbers. But they did have Kings
Park nearby to provide the insects to feed to the
chicks, which grew rapidly. At first one seemed
stronger and seemed to get more feeds. On several
occasions after dropping food in an open beak, the
adult hopped to the chick’s rear end and tucked up
a piece of excreta, which it appeared to swallow.
Just before sunset, an adult bird came back to sit
over the young birds. The cobwebby nest in a strong
horizontal fork has stood up really well to the long
month of activity.
Now on 28th October, my 35th day of watching,
the bare Jacaranda is sprouting green leaves and
budding flowers. I am hoping both chicks will make
their first flight soon.
Diane Beckingham
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Help protect our Wetlands
World’s Wetlands
Do you know a wetland?
Wetlands include swamps, marshes, fens, bogs, lakes, rivers,
floodplains, estuaries, mangroves, mudflats, coral reefs and
lagoons. If you do know a wetland, then you can help.
Wetlands across the globe are in danger. Estimates suggest that
in some parts of the world wetland losses have been as high as
87% since 1700. The loss and degradation of wetland causes
impacts on human well-being and wildlife alike.
The World Wetland Network (www.worldwetnet.org), the
Ramsar Section of the Society of Wetland Scientists (www.sws.
org), the Cobra Collective (www.cobracollective.org) and the
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) (www.
iucn.org) have come together to gather and evaluate information
from across the world and to lead a global assessment based on
‘citizen-science’ on the state of wetlands. This is a repeat of the
2017 survey which is reported on in the Wetlands journal here:
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13157-020-01267-8
If you contributed to the 2017 survey thank you very much
indeed – your information has been invaluable. We’d really like
you to also contribute to this new survey so that we can assess
any recent changes to the same wetland(s) about which you
previously reported.
All you need to do is follow the link below and fill in some simple
information about the wetland you know. It will take a maximum
of 15 minutes but will really help our understanding of how the
world’s wetlands are doing.
https://openuniversity.onlinesurveys.ac.uk/world-wetlandsurvey-2020-english-2
Dr Rose Ferrell
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ACROSS
6.
Material for cockatoo nest hole
repair (2 words).
9.
Items for discussion.
10. Likely daytime activity of owls.
11. Water-bird, sometimes seen
soaring.
13. Support of each needed on
flyways.
14. Scientific technique.
18. To recede.
20. Provided by parent bird?
23. Treaty concerning migratory
flyways.
24. Burrow-nesting seabird.
28. Formal assembly.
29. Too much is a hindrance.
Answers on page 40

DOWN
1. National meeting of like-minded
people.
2. Money set aside for a purpose.
3. Wing marker.
4. Unfledged young.
5. Connects bush-land remnants.
7. Items of food for many birds.
8. Site of most eagle nests.
12. Everyone.
15. Sometimes in conflict with beachnesters.
16. Width of shelduck neckband.
17. Group of birds.
19. Raptor of open country.
21. Part of a cycle.
22. Estimate, abbreviated.
25. To decay.
26. Red-brown colour.
27. Pronoun for male Emu.

BirdLife WA Office News
The BirdLife WA office will close on Thursday 17th
December and will re-open on Monday 11th January
2021. I would like to take this opportunity to thank
the team of people who volunteer in the BirdLife WA
office. We are able to have an office open to members
and the general public five days a week because of the
generous donation of their time and expertise.
Despite closing the office for four months due to the
Covid 19 pandemic we still responded to queries and
filled orders for cards, badges and books. We have
been a little quieter than normal since we re-opened
in July and hopefully will have a return of interstate
visitors in 2021.
I hope everyone has a lovely Christmas and New Year
and I look forward to working with you all in 2021.

Annette Park, Office Manager
New Report On Shorebirds
In NW WA
Danny Rogers and colleagues have recently
completed an important review of the large
database of shorebird records from north-western
Australia, summarising a massive amount of work
done by BirdLife and our partners. Due to the critical
importance of this area to shorebird conservation
in Australia, this will be a valuable source of
information to underpin future policy, management
and research relating to shorebirds across the
continent.
Rogers, D. J., Scroggie, M. P., and Hassell, C. J.
(2020). Review of long-term shorebird monitoring in
north Western Australia. Arthur Rylah Institute for
Environmental Research Technical Report Series No.
313, Melbourne, Victoria.
Free to download available at
https://www.eaaflyway.net/wp-content/
uploads/2020/08/ARI-Technical-Report_
ShorebirdMonitoringNWA_WEB.pdf
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Excursion Reports
ST RONAN’S NATURE RESERVE, 1 AUGUST
Thirty one people recorded 47 species at St Ronan’s
Nature Reserve on a cool, overcast day that cleared as the
morning went on. Highlights were Emu, Carnaby’s BlackCockatoo, Rufous Treecreeper, Western Thornbill, Yellowplumed Honeyeater, Brown-headed Honeyeater, Gilbert’s
Honeyeater, White-browed Babbler, Red-capped Robin, and
Scarlet Robin. Four raptors were seen: Brown Goshawk,
Wedge-tailed Eagle, Little Eagle, and Nankeen Kestrel.
Most of the group went to Yarra Road after lunch. Nearly
all of us added Spotted Pardalote, Varied Sittella, and
Dusky Woodswallow to our list. The total number of
species recorded on the day was 50.
Robyn Pickering

VICTORIA DAM, 8 AUGUST
It was a very windy day for the meeting of 31 members
and three visitors at the Victoria Dam carpark. The area
next to the carpark and along the roadway and the
opposite hillside had been burnt over the previous month.
Although there was very little regrowth visible it did
not seem to upset the Western Yellow Robins that were
constantly in the area. A Grey Shrike-thrush was also
using the area. As it was a cool burn the tree tops were
still green and supporting honeyeaters.
We divided into two groups, so different groups saw
different birds. However, most people were able to see 35
species. Three robin species were seen with Scarlet and
White-breasted Robins also being found. Two fairy–wren
species, but the Red-winged Fairy-wren was only seen
briefly. Red-eared Firetails were seen and photographed
too. Both pardalote species, Golden and Rufous Whistlers,
Inland and Yellow-rumped Thornbills were seen.
Several parrots were seen and heard but not the Western
Rosella. The Red-capped Parrots were beautiful in their
breeding plumage. There were very few waterbirds seen
on the dam and a Little Pied Cormorant looked a little
strange clinging to the dam wall.
There were quite a few flowering plants supporting mainly
New Holland Honeyeaters. Red Wattlebirds were heard and
at the tea break sharp eyes found a Gilbert’s Honeyeater. A
Brown Goshawk was our only raptor.
Claire Gerrish

WONDINONG CAMP-OUT, 27-31 AUGUST
Wondinong is a working cattle station 75 kms north east
of Mount Magnet in the southern rangelands of WA. On
Thursday 27th August a group of 25 BirdLife members
met up at the shearers’ quarters to begin three days of
birdwatching. It had been four years since we last had
a camp out at Wondinong and 2016 happened to be an
unbelievably good year. It was going to be a hard act to
follow as this year had been relatively dry, with almost no
surface water to be found, and it was generally very quiet.
The strategy adopted was to allocate at least an hour at
each of the selected sites to find the few birds that were
calling. The group rose to the occasion!
We travelled along various station tracks and visited a
range of habitats such as mulga woodlands, stony plains,
and various wells and bores. We were also lucky enough
to find a small soak near camp where Bourke’s Parrot,
Crimson Chat, White-winged Triller, and Zebra Finch were
feeding/drinking at dusk. Other highlights included a
surprising number of Hooded Robins and White-browed
Treecreepers as well as Spiny-cheeked and White-fronted
Honeyeaters, particularly in an area of flowering grevilleas.
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There were also some single records of Western Chestnutbreasted Quail-thrush, Red-backed Kingfisher, a pair of
Banded Lapwing, Ground Cuckoo-shrike, Spotted Nightjar
and Mistletoebird. A lone Diamond Dove was also seen by
Rose and Peter on the last morning (after the camp out
end).
As previously, Lara was a most welcoming host. She had
brought in reinforcements this time in the form of Sue,
who kept our home fires burning (the old donkey) for hot
water, and generally made sure all was in order at the
accommodation. Out of pure generosity of spirit these two
women baked and transported a magnificent morning tea
out into the field on our second day. It was such a treat
to arrive at Bull windmill to find a table with tablecloth,
laden with goodies both savoury and sweet, and the billy
boiling! Despite the dry conditions and a little too much
wind on one day, the group managed to record a total of
60 species. The winning tipster was Pete White, who took
away the prize. Thanks again to Lara and Sue for their
mammoth effort and wonderful hospitality!
Peter Taylor and Rose Ferrell

CAMP OUT AT KARARA, 30 AUGUST - 3
SEPTEMBER
The Karara campout was the middle of three campouts
over a three week period. The first was at Wondinong
and the third was at Carnarvon. Some of the participants
at Karara attended all three. The Karara campout was
organised by Andrew and Jill Hobbs who decided that
hardy campers staying at Meleya campsite shouldn’t be the
only ones to partake and with the help of Claire Gerrish,
arranged accommodation in the Shearers Quarters at the
nearby Thundelarra homestead for those who preferred
not to camp. As the campsite and homestead were about
10 km apart some more creative logistics were needed to
meet for each trip and for ‘bird call’. Thanks to Andrew, Jill
and Claire, everything went smoothly and a good time was
had by all.
At the initial evening meeting the itinerary was discussed
and Andrew and Jill warned that the lack of rain meant
that there may be a lack of birds. Attendees took this into
account when guessing on the total bird call at the end of
the campout.
The campout consisted of three days of trips around the
large rangelands. The first day took us out along the
Thundelarra-Burnerbinmah road to an area fenced off
to exclude goats. An encouraging sign was sighting of a
Black-eared Cuckoo at the first stop. The highlight of the
day for many was Major Mitchell’s Cockatoos feeding near
Thundelarra Homestead.
The second day was a long one of over 100 km out to
the Breakaways on the Thundelarra - Paynes Find Road
to Fields Find Cemetery, Mongers Lake and Mongers Lake
Camp. Mongers Lake contained water but was quiet,
however, some birders found Bourke’s Parrot. At Monger’s
Lake Camp Southern Whiteface, Redthroat and two Tawny
Frogmouths were seen on the outcrop.
The third day was another long one of 201 km out along
the Warriedar-Coppermine Road to Rothsay Cemetery,
Damperwah Camping Area and John Forrest Lookout.
Highlight of the day was seeing a Red-backed Kingfisher.
Near Rothsay Cemetery was a very damp verdant area
benefiting from the continuous flow of water being pumped
from a nearby mine. Zebra Finch, Western Yellow Robin,
fairy-wrens and a Black-eared Cuckoo were spotted
obviously benefitting from the water.
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difficult, so this bird was not counted as part of the final
list.
Waterfowl, such as Australian Shelduck, Australasian Grebe
and Pacific Black Duck, as well as Grey Teal, were also
recorded, allowing for good photographs.
As the bird count was conducted, a lone Carnaby’s
Black-Cockatoo flew past. It is unusual to see them by
themselves. Tree Martins also made an appearance, and
the Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo was heard once again. Close
views of a Striated Pardalote also made for some decent
photographs.
Overall, 31 species were recorded. Thanks to Clive Nealon
for leading the walk.
Drew Davison

CARNARVON CAMPOUT, 6-10 SEPTEMBER

Black-eared Cuckoo at Karara Rangelands Park, photo by
John Baas
Throughout the campout, the owlet nightjar was heard
at Meleya campsite and the Spotted Nightjar seen near
Thundelarra Homestead.
Final bird count was 79, a figure higher than many
envisaged. Thanks again to Andrew, Jill and Claire for an
enjoyable and rewarding campout.
Geoff and Sandra West

LIGHTNING SWAMP, 5 SEPTEMBER
Twenty-three members and guests of BirdLife WA gathered
at Lightning Swamp on a fine morning, with some cloud
cover. This is a great site for bushbirds and waterfowl alike
and we were not disappointed. The group was rewarded
with good views of Red-capped Parrot at the start of
the walk. Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo was heard but not
seen during the entire walk, numerous Yellow-rumped
Thornbills, Western Gerygone and Western Wattlebird
were observed and Brown, White-cheeked and Singing
Honeyeaters abounded.
A mysterious raptor species, originally called as a Whistling
Kite, was later on thought to be a Little Eagle. The distance
from the observers made an accurate identification

Carnarvon is one of my favourite campout locations with
so many different habitats and far enough north of Perth to
see different birds.
Monday morning and a fine drizzle did little to dampen
enthusiasm as we walked along the riverine vegetation at
Chinaman Pool seeing Blue-winged Kookaburra, Sacred
Kingfisher, Common and Wood Sandpipers, the ubiquitous
White-plumed Honeyeater, Brahminy Kite and Greycrowned Babbler. We then travelled to the Water Treatment
Plant where the highlight was Plumed Whistling-Duck
among the six duck species present. We added Black
Swan, Red-capped Plover, Rainbow Bee-eater, Little Crow,
Pied Stilt, White-winged Fairy-wren and cormorants to the
list.
In the afternoon we went to Little Boat Harbour for
mangrove birds, seeing Mangrove Fantail, Dusky Gerygone
and Yellow White-eye. With the tide receding we headed
to nearby Pickles Point to see the newly arrived waders
and terns loafing on an island just off-shore. There were
Greater and Lesser Crested Terns, Caspian Tern and the
Australian and Gull-billed Terns providing much discussion.
Osprey was nesting on several harbour pylons and later,
a Peregrine Falcon came through and scattered all the
waders. The larger waders were Eastern Curlew, Whimbrel,
Bar-tailed Godwit and a Grey Plover in full breeding
plumage. The Great and Red Knots were lined up along the
shore and were conveniently in good to fading breeding
plumage so they could easily be identified. As the tide
fell the birds began coming to the shore nearer to us and
the edge of the mangroves, where we could see the
smaller species more easily. Grey-tailed Tattler was
common as were Curlew Sandpiper, Red-necked
Stint, Greater Sand Plover and six Terek Sandpipers
running along the shore. A Sharp-tailed Sandpiper
and Sanderling were seen on the ‘recce’ but not found
during the campout. At bird call, 85 species had
been seen for the day. The Pied Butcherbirds warbled
almost all night and the Southern Boobook joined in.
On Tuesday we travelled 50 km east to Rocky Pool
in the Gascoyne River, stopping at several places
along the way. We found Mulga Parrot, Australian
Owlet-nightjar, Crimson Chat, Chiming Wedgebill
- a constant accompaniment, White-winged Triller,
White-browed Babbler, Redthroat, Chestnut-rumped
Thornbill, Black-faced Woodswallow, Black-eared
Cuckoo and Wedge-tailed Eagle. An Australian
Terek Sandpiper at lake Claremont, p34, photo by David
Free
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Bustard seen on the ‘recce’ could not be found again. At
Rocky Pool there were Australian Pelican, Black-fronted
Dotterel and Spinifex Pigeon coming down to drink at the
end of the pool. A walk along the river found Cockatiel and
Red-browed Pardalote, though not good views. Most of the
group walked further ‘up stream’ in the dry river bed to
try and locate Black-tailed Treecreeper and after almost a
kilometre we found a pair, much to our delight. On the way
back to Carnarvon, Emu, Budgerigar and a Spotted Harrier
were seen.
Late in the afternoon we returned to the Small Boat
Harbour, and although nothing new was seen, we still
revelled in seeing the returning waders.
On Wednesday we travelled to Bibbawarra Bore, a
steaming hot bore with water and reeds extending 500
metres in two directions. The bush is quite thick here
but tracks made by animals allow progress. There were
good views of Star and Zebra Finches. Crested Bellbird
was elusive but seen by some. Little Grassbird was heard
as was Australian Reed-Warbler. Pied Honeyeater was
unexpected, Purple-backed Fairy-wren and Mistletoebird
were seen. The group split and some went out to the

blow holes and added Australasian Gannet, Wedge-tailed
Shearwater, Fairy Tern and Eastern Reef Egret. The other
group went to another bush birding site where there was
surface water and they added Diamond Dove.
On the last morning we went to Oyster Bay where a
Grey Fantail was in the mangroves and good sightings of
Slender-billed Thornbill were had. We then walked into the
golf club and again had good views of Banded Lapwing,
thornbills and short views of Rufous Fieldwren.
A total of 135 species was seen by an enthusiastic group
of 22 birders, all contributing to the enjoyment of the
campout and to the final species count.
Sue Abbotts

PINEY LAKES, 10 SEPTEMBER
One highlight of the walk was a good number of Red-tailed
Black-Cockatoos feeding on Marri gum nuts (Corymbia
calophylla). People were able to get good close-up views
as the birds are used to many people passing by in Piney
Lakes. Another bonus was a solitary female Carnaby's
Black-Cockatoo quietly feeding at eye level on Parrot Bush
(Banksia sessilis). There were also many honeyeaters
observed. The forecast rain held off apart from a little
drizzle near the end of the walk. Thirty one species were
seen. Hopefully some of the attendees will submit a few
photos to BirdLife WA.
The two photos show the risk of installing artificial nesting
hollows without ongoing management. A pair of Laughing
Kookaburra was enlarging the opening on a wooden nest
box. To avoid this a metal opening of the appropriate
diameter may need to be added to stop the wood being
chewed or pecked away. A cocky tube installed ten metres
above ground is being used by Galahs. This species does
not need extra breeding assistance and in many cases
their ring barking of nest trees causes the death of a
healthy gum tree!
Keith Lightbody

LAKE JOONDALUP, 19 SEPTEMBER

Galah at artificial nest at Piney Lake, photo by Keith Lightbody

In spite of the weather threatening to be wet and windy,
32 members and visitors turned up at Neil Hawkins Park
for the walk, and were not disappointed. Fortunately, the
weather held off and even improved for a while. We started
off at the boardwalk looking for water birds. The water
level was still very high so there was not a large number
of birds on the water, but nevertheless a good selection
of species. From there we moved on to the footpath and
walked up to the northern end of the lake. In patches
where the vegetation along the path was sprayed a few
months ago, there are now signs of good revegetation.
A number of bush birds were along the path, including
Splendid and Purple-backed Fairy-wrens in full breeding
plumage. Raptors included Swamp Harrier, Whistling
Kite and Australian Hobby. There were not many parrots
around but we did see Carnaby's Black-Cockatoo, Galah,
Australian Ringneck, Little and Long-billed Corellas. Of
concern was the huge number of Rainbow Lorikeets over
the whole area, all very active and noisy.
We returned to Neil Hawkins Park for morning tea and
were entertained there firstly by the police arresting
someone who had walked a little way into the water and
was screaming abuse at the police and anyone else nearby.
Secondly there were people setting up for a wedding on
the lawn, no doubt hoping the police would have this guy
under control before the guests arrived!

Laughing Kookaburra at artificial nest, at Piney Lake, photo
by Keith Lightbody
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in the week, they didn’t show themselves to the group.

White Torque Pty Ltd

Gavin White
MRB5813
AU31609

Ph: 0448 975 586
For servicing and repairs to all makes of
vehicles
Specialising in air conditioners, servicing
and repairs

Thanks go to all who attended and helped spot the birds.
And a special mention goes to Katrina and Kade, from the
Friends of Queens Park Bushland, who brought homemade
lemon cheesecake and brownies for us all to share.
The bird count at morning tea came to 48 species but was
increased to 51 before the last of us left the carpark.
Sian Mawson

WEARNE ROAD, NORTH BANNISTER, 3
OCTOBER
The Wearne Road excursion was held on a warm and
beautiful spring day! Twenty five members and two visitors
attended. We saw a total of 47 bird species. Highlights from
the morning were Peregrine Falcon, Southern Boobook,
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo, Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo,
Regent Parrot, Western Rosella, Elegant Parrot, Western
Yellow Robin, Scarlet Robin, Crested Shrike-tit, Rufous
Treecreeper, Yellow-plumed Honeyeater, Blue-breasted
Fairy-wren and White-browed Babbler. The Peregrine Falcon
put on quite a show! A Shining Bronze-Cuckoo was acting
very suspiciously in low thick shrubs near the Blue-breasted
Fairy-wrens.
After a well-deserved morning tea/lunch we went to
Summer Track. This had been burnt in the last year but
it looked as if it was a light burn. We added Collared
Sparrowhawk, Inland Thornbill, Western Spinebill, Tawnycrowned Honeyeater, Brown Honeyeater, New Holland
Honeyeater, and White-winged Triller to the day’s list. The
trillers were magnificent! The day’s total was 54. This was a
good number as there were no water birds recorded!
Robyn Pickering

LAKE CLAREMONT, 23 OCTOBER
After morning tea and the bird count a small group of
birders went down the road to Picnic Cove to have a look
and we added two more species there. We had not been
there for more than ten minutes when the rain came pelting
down so we called it a day.
All up 58 species were recorded. Thanks to Alan, Clive and
Peter S. for their help.
Nigel Sutherland

QUEENS PARK REGIONAL OPEN SPACE, 27
SEPTEMBER
It was a perfect day for a stroll through the bushland and
36 others must have agreed with me - 16 members and 21
visitors.
Highlights for the morning included very obliging Red-tailed
Black-Cockatoos that sat still for all of us to have very good
views and take many photographs. The Australian ReedWarbler also sat singing in the sunshine for everyone to
see.
The raptors, as usual, elicited debate. There were at least
three individual birds that were Accipiter sp. with one of
them noticeably different to the others. We settled on there
being two Brown Goshawks and one Collared Sparrowhawk.
The Black-shouldered and Whistling Kites didn’t cause us
anywhere near as much trouble to identify.
The only breeding record for the walk was the Australian
Wood Duck pair with their three ducklings. While local
residents saw a Pacific Black Duck with 20 ducklings earlier
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About thirty members and guests, including several new
faces, gathered on a pleasant spring morning for a stroll
around Lake Claremont and the associated bushland.
Although there was water covering most of the southern
area of the lake, much of the north is dry. In nineteen years
of surveying I do not recall seeing the water level this low
in October.
We recorded 49 species, about the same number as in
previous years. Breeding activity was noted for Pink-eared
and Pacific Black Ducks, Purple Swamphen, Eurasian Coot,
Australasian Grebe, Willy Wagtail, Australian Raven, Tree
Martin and Welcome Swallow. Pink-eared Ducks were
abundant but, not surprisingly, species favouring deeper
water were absent. The Black Swans had already moved
elsewhere. This year I have noted successful breeding by
only one pair of swans, whereas in recent years eight to ten
pairs have bred at the lake.
One Glossy Ibis, a rare visitor to Claremont, was a bonus.
However, the morning’s highlight was a Terek Sandpiper.
This migratory wader is uncommon in the metropolitan area
and, as far as I can ascertain, this is the first record for
Lake Claremont.
David Free

LEN HOWARD CONSERVATION PARK,
MANDURAH 24 OCTOBER
Eighteen people gathered at the Len Howard Conservation
Park on a delightful sunny and warm morning. First, we
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 176 December 2020
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visited the cormorant pond, where there was a large
number of birds but fewer species than expected following
previous visits, although it was good to see a couple of
Chestnut Teal. Surprisingly, the Little Pied Cormorants far
outnumbered the Little Black Cormorants using the area.
We then walked along the path through the park with
some interesting sightings along the way, including Grey
Currawong, Splendid Fairy-wren, Inland Thornbill, and
Little Egret.
On return from the walk we all drove to the Chimneys area
and then looked at what is now called Greenshank Cove. At
the Chimneys, a small island in the estuary was in use by
a large number of shorebirds and Bar-tailed Godwit, Red
Knot, Great Knot, Red-necked Stint, and Grey Plover were
recorded. A single Pacific Golden Plover was also located
there. At Greenshank Cove, Whimbrel was in the samphire
and the Osprey nest tower was active with two Ospreys at
the nest and a host of Tree Martins apparently nesting at
the base of the Osprey nest.
After a tea break and a first bird call we then drove to
Erskine Lakes where the highlight of the morning was the
active heronry on the main island in the lake with good
numbers of Little Egrets and Cattle Egrets in their stunning
breeding dress.
On the day we recorded 62 species between Len Howard
and the Chimneys and a further eight species were new
for the day among the 42 that were recorded at Erskine
Lakes, giving a total of 70 birds for the morning.
Clive Nealon
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ASHFIELD FLATS, BASSENDEAN, 1
NOVEMBER
Steady rain had been falling since the early hours on the
morning of this excursion and the forecast was for it to
continue till the afternoon, which proved to be correct.
However, this didn’t dampen the spirits of five hardy souls,
two members and three visitors, who turned up to join me
at this scenic riverside location. After careful assessment
of the weather and deciding the rain wasn’t going to
abate we set off anyway! Good weather for ducks as they
say and they seemed to be out and about enjoying it as
were Little Black Cormorants, Little Pied Cormorants and
Australasian Darters. Bush-birds, however, didn’t seem to
find the wet weather so appealing and they proved to be
much harder to find than normal, with the birds we did
find looking decidedly wet and bedraggled! Several Sacred
Kingfishers were seen and this venue seems to be a bit
of a hot spot for them. Crested Terns were patrolling the
river and Galahs, Little Corellas and Australian Ringnecks
were present. However, not only was there no sign of a
rainbow, there was also, encouragingly no sign of Rainbow
Lorikeets.
At the end of the walk, with persistent rain still falling
we had morning tea and bird call under one of the small
barbecue shelters with a total of forty species being
recorded, less than normal but not bad for the prevailing
conditions. After this, six very wet birders headed home to
warm up and dry out!
Peter White
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Across the Nullarbor, news from National Office
Captive-release Regent Honeyeater finds
wild companions
Releasing captive-bred Regent Honeyeaters into the wild
has been used as a conservation tool for a number of
years now. Not only does it bolster existing populations
of a species in decline, but by observing and tracking
the movements of the birds that have been released, it
allows researchers to gain a better understanding of their
ecology. Tracking the birds is possible because many of
them were fitted with tiny radio transmitters, so that their
movements can be followed by people in the field over
quite long distances.
Apart from being able to monitor the released birds in
their new environment, an added benefit of being able
to follow them is that they are great at seeking out their
own kind in the wild, and one of the Regents released in
the Lower Hunter Valley in New South Wales last June did
just that, leading researchers to the location of a hitherto
unknown flock of wild Regents.
Subsequent tracking of captive-release birds has also
allowed the researchers to locate three active nests of this
critically endangered species.
The NSW Regent Honeyeater Release program is a joint
effort between the Department of Planning, Industry
and Environment, BirdLife Australia and the Taronga
Conservation Society.

Bushfires in Key Biodiversity Areas
A new report from BirdLife Australia shows that the fires
that swept across many parts of Australia dramatically
effected the areas most critical for the survival of wildlife
— Key Biodiversity Areas (KBAs). Eighteen KBAs had more
than 15% of their extent being burnt (with some having
100% burnt), but the report maps out not just the areas
devastated by fire, but also a path to recovery.
The report identifies five species of birds, including Superb
Lyrebird and Rufous Scrub-bird, that had over 40 per cent
of their total habitat burnt during the last fire season,
highlighting the importance of unburnt habitat remaining
in Key Biodiversity Areas. For instance, up to 85% of the
unburnt habitat left for Rufous scrub-bird is now inside
KBAs.

Every remaining area is a refuge and the starting point
for the recovery of Australia’s native bush, so BirdLife
volunteers have begun post-bushfire monitoring,
identifying sites which harbour survivors, and survey sites
have been established in KBAs to help us develop recovery
strategies for these birds. You can download the report
at: https://www.birdlife.org.au/documents/KBA-Bushfirerecovery-report-2020.pdf
[Editors’ note: BirdLife WA has recently commenced a
joint project with DBCA to survey Western Whipbirds in
the Stirling Range KBA, where much whipbird habitat was
burnt in January of this year. We will report on this as
results become available.]

Federal government considers lifting ban on
importing parrots
It has been illegal to import exotic parrots into Australia
since 1995, but the Federal Government is considering
lifting the ban. BirdLife Australia is firmly against this
proposal, as it poses significant risks to Australia’s native,
wild parrots.
The ban was originally implemented to prevent imported
parrots introducing avian diseases into Australia, which
could imperil some of our most recognisable native birds.
The risk is obvious: for an exotic avian disease to escape
from imported captive parrots and then ravage wild
populations. It’s a scenario we’ve become familiar with in
the last few months!
And it’s not just wild birds: the introduction of an exotic
disease into captive, ‘insurance’ populations of species
with tiny populations — like the Orange-bellied Parrot —
would be a disaster on many levels.
In addition, the possibility of captive parrots escaping
and establishing feral populations which may outcompete
Australian native birds for food, nesting hollows and other
resources is a familiar scenario in WA.

Calendar of events
Sat 5 Dec: Thompson's Lake, Cockburn

Fri 12 - Mon 15 Feb: Rottnest

Sun 6 Dec: End of Year BBQ / Picnic Lunch, Variety
Pavilion, Saw Avenue, Kings Park.

Sat 13 Feb: Peel Inlet, Mandurah

Thu 10 Dec: Penguin Island, Rockingham
Sat 19 Dec: Carine Open Space, Carine

Sat 20 - Mon 22 Feb: Denark Campout
Sun 21 Feb: Kogolup Lake, Cockburn

Sun 3 Jan: Canning River Regional Park, Wilson

Mon 22 Feb: Bold Park Eco Centre, 165 Perry Lakes
Drive, Floreat AGM, 7:30 pm

Wed 6 Jan: Waterford Foreshore, Salter Point

Sat 27 Feb: Yanchep National Park

Sun 10 Jan: Waterford Foreshore, Salter Point

Sun 7 Mar: Bibra Lake, Cockburn

Sun 17 Jan : Garvey Park, Ascot

Sat 13 Mar: Herdsman Lake, Stirling

Mon 18 Jan: Bold Park Eco Centre, 165 Perry Lakes
Drive, Floreat meeting, 7:30 pm

Thur 18 Mar: Blackwall Reach, Bicton

Sat 23 Jan: Lake Richmond, Rockingham
Sun 31 Jan: Yalgorup Lakes and Lake Preston
Tue 9 Feb: Woodman Point, Cockburn
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Sat 20 Mar: Lake Gwelup, Stirling
Mon 22 - Fri 26 Mar: Bremer Bay Campout
Sat 22 Mar: Wellard Wetlands, Baldivis
Fri 2 - Mon 5 Apr: Albany Easter Campout
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Coming Events
Important note re campouts
Members anticipating attending campouts must notify the BirdLife WA Office (9383 7749) of the number in their party and when
they will arrive.
If you are unsure, put your name down as you can always cancel.
An emergency contact number should also be provided in case of accident.

New members
Please let the leaders know that you are a new member and don’t hesitate to ask for assistance with bird sightings.

Wherever you are, please observe your relevant state and territory advice and maintain
social distancing and good hygiene when planning birding outings, events, monitoring,
surveys or fieldwork, where this is allowed.
Saturday 5 December:
Thoompson's Lake, Cockburn
Half day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park on
Russell Road. From the Kwinana
Freeway turn west into Russell road,
continue approximately 3 km to the
car park on the right. If you reach
Pearse Road you have gone too far.
There is a good variety of bush birds,
waterbirds and perhaps a few waders.
Bring your telescope (if you have one)
and rubber boots or old sneakers as it
will be muddy.
Leader: Robyn Pickering
Sunday 6 December: BirdLife WA
BBQ lunch
Vietnam Memorial Pavilion, May
Drive, Kings Park
The end of year barbecue lunch
this year, for all members and their
families, will be held at Kings Park
in the Vietnam Memorisl Pavilion on
May Drive from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm.
Parking is available adjacent to the
Pavilion. Barbecues are available.
BYO everything - chairs. food for bbq
/ picnic, drinks, and good cheer. Let's
get together and have a great time.
You could even fit in a bird walk before
joining the lunch!
All members welcime
Thursday 10 December: Penguin
Island, Rockingham
Half Day excursion
Meet at Mersey Point Jetty, off Arcadia
Drive, Shoalwater at 8:15 am at the
ticket office for Penguin Island. The
ferries travel hourly between 9:00
am and 4:00 pm and cost $18 (with
concession $16) return. We will catch
the 9:00 am ferry.
The group will walk to the various
places of interest on the island and
, if participants wish, can attend the
penguin feeding in hte DBCA facility
housing injured or orphaned pentuns
(additional cost). Bridled Tern, Little
Penguin and Buff-banded Rail are
often seen here and it is a haven for
nesting sea birds.

There is a nice picnic area on the
island but no shop fso please bring
all food and drink requirements. Also
there are nice beaches and it is a good
swimming area.
Leader: Pauline Woolley
Sunday 13 December: Alfred Cove,
Melville
Half day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park in
Troy Park nex to the Oval off Burke
Drive, Attadale. There should be
migratory waders and waterbirds
around the river., and there are always
bush birds in the Park. More than 110
bird species have ben recorded here.
Bring telescope if you have one.
Leader: Toni Webster
Sunday 19 December: Carine Open
Space, Carine
Half day excursion
Meet at 7:00 am in the car park off
Beach Road, Carine. Carine Open
Space is part of the Northan Swan
Coastal Plain KBA for Carnaby's BlackCockatoo. Over 90 species of birds
have been recorded at this lake,
including the three ibis, Buff-banded
Rail, several duck species and various
raptors
Bring telescope if you have one.
Leader: Clive Nealon
Sunday 3 January: Canning River
Regional Park, Wilson
Half day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the Kent Street
Weir car park. The walk follows a 5
km circuit along the Canning River,
viewing a large selection of bush and
waterbirds, hopefully with sightings of
the elusive Spotless Crake. Over 110
species have been recorded in this
area.
Leaders: Pam and George Agar

area travel along Manning Road and
turn into Elderfield Road which is on
the western side of the Trinity College
playing fields. Proceed to the end of
this street and the parking area is on
the right hand side. We will walk along
the river front for about 2 km and
return via a nearby park.
Bring morning tea because, if time
permits, we will move to Salter Point
where further species may be seen.
Due to the popularity of this walk it
will be repeated on the weekend.
Leaders: Lorraine and Richard Chyne
Sunday 10 January: Waterford
Foreshore, Salter Point
Half day excursion
Meet at the Curtin University Boat
Shed at 7:30 am. To reach the parking
area travel along Manning Road and
turn into Elderfield Road which is on
the western side of the Trinity College
playing fields. Proceed to the end of
this street and the parking area is on
the right hand side. We will walk along
the river front for about 2 km and
return via a nearby park.
Bring morning tea because, if time
permits, we will move to Salter Point
where further species may be seen.
Due to the popularity of this walk it is
being repeated.
Leaders: Lorraine and Richard Chyne
Sunday 17 January: Garvey Park,
Ascot
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park next
to the brown building on the left at
the end of Fauntleroy Ave, off Great
Eastern Highway. This area has a good
variety of waterbirds and bush birds.
Species recorded here have included
Buff-banded Rail, Spotless Crake, and
Mistletoebird.

Wednesday 6 January: Waterford
Foreshore, Salter Point
Half day excursion
Meet at the Curtin University Boat
Shed at 7:30 am. To reach the parking
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Coming events, ctd
Monday 18 January: Bold Park Eco
Centre, 165 Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat

Bring morning tea and lunch.

Monthly meeting, 7.30 pm

Sunday 7 February: Nambeelup
Settling Ponds, Nambeelup

Guest speaker: Dr Michelle L Hall
Senior Ecologist – West, Bush Heritage
Australia
Fairy-wrens around Australia –
from the southeast to the tropics
Fairy-wrens occupy almost every corner
of Australia and, while the different
species share many characteristics
in common, they also encompass
much diversity in behaviour, song,
colour, etc. Come along to learn about
complex song of Superb Fairy-wrens,
remarkable dispersal in Purple-crowned
Fairy-wrens, and colourful females in
Lovely Fairy-wrens and the ‘sandstone’
subspecies of the Purple-backed Fairywren.
Saturday 23 January: Lake
Richmond, Rockingham
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am on Safety Bay Road,
Rockingham, opposite the Naragebup
Environmental Centre on the western
side of Lake Richmond. The walk
around the lake will take 2 to 3 hours.
One hundred and twenty-five species
have been recorded at the lake,
including 14 species of raptor seen
regularly. Another interesting feature of
the lake is the thrombolites.
There are picnic facilities at the Centre,
but you need to bring your own lunch.
Leader: Chris Van Haeften
Sunday 31 January: Yalgorup Lakes
and Lake Preston
Full Day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am in the car park on the
west side of the causeway on Preston
Beach Road. Travel south from Perth on
Forrest Highway for 120 km then turn
west into Preston Beach Road for 10
km. There is parking on both sides of
the road. Yalgorup National Park's main
feature is a north-south chain of saline
lakes and they are a Key Biodiversity
Area (KBA) for Australian Shelduck,
Musk Duck, Banded Stilt, Hooded
Plover, and Red-necked Stint.
We will explore several lakes searching
for waders, waterbirds, and bushbirds.
In the afternoon we will travel north to
look at the thrombolites in Lake Clifton
and birds in the surrounding Tuart
forest.
Bring your ‘scope if you have one. Wear
walking boots as the shoreline is rocky
and some lakes require walking into for
some distance.
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Leaders: Bill Russell and Sue Abbotts

Half day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in the large cleared
area on the north side of Lakes Road
and just west of the Kwinana Freeway.
We will carpool from here and travel on
to the Nambeelup settlement ponds.
The site regularly hosts a good variety
of water birds and waders, including
less common species such as Wood
Sandpiper, Pectoral Sandpiper and
Long-toed Stint.
PLEASE NOTE: Due to the nature of
this site, numbers for this excursion will
be STRICTLY LIMITED TO 20 PEOPLE. If
you wish to attend, you MUST contact
the BirdLife WA office on 9383 7749 to
put your name on the list. If you have a
high visibility shirt, please wear it.
Leaders: Sue Abbotts and Bill Russell
Tuesday 9 February: Woodman
Point, Cockburn
Half day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park at
Woodman Point on Jervoise Bay. Turn
right off Cockburn Road, into O’Kane
Court, then left into Jervoise Bay Cove,
and almost immediately right into
Woodman Point Road. Drive to the end
of the road and take the last left to the
car park.
We will walk along the beach to
Woodman Spit, and back along the
other side to Cockburn Cement Jetty
to look for waders and seabirds. Bring
your telescopes.
Leader: Pauline Woolley
Friday 12 –Monday 15 February:
Rottnest Island Summer Shorebird
Survey
This annual survey is limited to 12
people, some of whom need to be
experienced shorebird counters.
Expressions of interest are sought for
people interested in participating in
this. Participants would need to be on
the island by the evening of Friday
12th and leave on either Sunday 14th
pm or Monday 15th. Accommodation
and travel are provided by the Rottnest
Island Authority. The surveys are
scheduled over two days and require a
level of fitness for walking distances. It
is not a photography excursion.
Please contact the office by the 18th
December, leaving your name, phone
number and email if you are interested.
Participants will be notified by January
1st, 2021 if they have a place.

Saturday 13 February: Peel Inlet,
Mandurah
Full day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am north of the Erskine
Lakes near the end of Southmead
Green. Coming from Perth go over the
Mandurah Bypass Bridge, take the first
left into Sticks Boulevard, the first left
into Abbotswood Parkway, the first right
into Pennington Garden and the first
left into Southmead Green. We will look
for water birds and bush birds around
the lakes and estuary.
The Peel-Harvey Estuary is a Key
Biodiversity Area (KBA) for migratory
waders and Fairy Tern.
The shore at Coodanup may also be
visited by those wishing to extend the
excursion after lunch. Bring insect
repellent, your telescope if you have
one, and come and learn about waders.
Leader: Clive Nealon
Saturday 20 February to Monday 22
February: Denmark
Weekend campout
Wilson Inlet is one of the most
extensive inlets on the south coast and
provides wide mud flats for migratory
waders if the water level is right. The
ocean beaches and sand bar provide
a roosting site for seabirds and the
Denmark River has a walking track
along its banks. There is Karri and
Tingle forest to the north with extensive
heath covered coastal dunes nearby.
We will be based at the Denmark
Rivermouth Caravan Park on the corner
of Hollings Road and Inlet Drive about
1 km south of the town centre. The
caravan park is shady with a wide range
of facilities which can be viewed on
www.denmarkrivermouthcaravanpark.
com.au.
Please phone the BirdLife WA Office
on 9383 7749 to register for the
campout. We have secured and paid
a deposit on 10 campsites on behalf
of members, so book one of them by
‘phoning the caravan park on 08 9848
1262 and indicate that you are one of
the BirdLife WA group. You will need to
reimburse BirdLife WA for the deposit.
The campground also has cabin
accommodation, but you will need to
book early. Numbers will be limited to
25 people.
We will have a briefing on Friday
evening at 5.30 pm and the campout
will finish at morning tea on Monday.
For members and guests only.
Leaders: Andrew and Jill Hobbs

Leader: Sue Mather
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 176 December 2020

Coming events, ctd
Sunday 21 February: Kogolup
Lake, Cockburn
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park on
Branch Circus. Take the Beeliar Drive
exit off the freeway and head west,
turning left into Hammond Road and
then right into Branch Circus. Travel
along Branch Circus for about 1 km
until you see a limestone parking area
on the right. There should be a good
variety of bushbirds and waterbirds.
All three crake species are usually
seen each summer in this wetland.
Please bring your scopes and rubber
boots as it will be muddy.
Leader: Robyn Pickering
Monday 22 February: Bold Park
Eco Centre, 165 Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat
Annual General Meeting , 7.30 pm
Guest speaker: Dr Vicki Stokes
WA Program Manager, BirdLife
Australia
Current Research projects of
Birdlife Western Australia
BirdLife Western Australia has been
very successful in obtaining grants for
conservation and research projects
within Western Australia. Some of
these have been concluded while
some are still currently being pursued.
Dr Stokes will give an update on the
progress of the current projects and
the outlook for future progress in our
areas of interest.
Saturday 27 February: Yanchep
National Park
Half-day excursion
Meet at the Lakeview picnic area
inside the Park at 7:30 am. Entry is
$12 per vehicle or $6 per vehicle for
seniors. Proceed through the entrance
gate and go left at the roundabout.
There is a large parking area and I
suggest we meet near the covered
barbecue area which is adjacent to the
toilet block. There should be a variety
or bushbirds and waterbirds. Yanchep
National Park is part of the Northern
Swan Coastal Plain KBA for Carnaby’s
Black-Cockatoo.
Leader: Clive Nealon
Sunday 7 March: Bibra Lake,
Cockburn

Gwilliam Drive. Bibra Lake is a part of
the Beeliar Wetlands chain and a large
number of bushbirds and waterbirds
can be seen here. Over 130 bird
species have been recorded in this
reserve.
We will circumnavigate the lake which
is an 8 km long path and visit two bird
hides on the way. The walk will take
3-4 hours and for those who don’t
wish to walk the full distance, a car
can be left at the half way mark, if you
let the leader know. Bring water, hats,
and suitable footwear as snakes have
been seen in the area.
Leader: Alan Watson
Saturday 13 March: Herdsman
Lake, Stirling
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park of
the Perth Pony Club. To reach the car
park, drive along Jon Sanders Drive
from Perth and turn left just before
you reach Selby Street. This is one of
the waterbird refuges that never dry
up. Herdsman Lake is located within
the Northern Swan Coastal Plain Key
Biodiversity Area (KBA) for Carnaby’s
Black-Cockatoo. Bring your telescope
if you have one.
Leader: Claire Gerrish
Thursday 18 March: Blackwall
Reach, Bicton
Half day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the junction of
Kent Street and Blackwall Reach
Parade. A pleasant walk along the
Swan River along a bush track which
is noted for its population of Whitecheeked Honeyeater. We will also look
for waders along the Point Walter
Beach.
Leaders: Jennifer Sumpton and
Lynley Davey
Saturday 20 March: Lake Gwelup,
Stirling
Half day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park at
the corner of Stoneman Street and
Huntriss Road, north of Karrinyup
Road. We should see water birds and
bush birds, and raptors are often
seen here. Lake Gwelup is within
the Northern Swan Coastal Key
Biodiversity Area (KBA) for Carnaby’s
Black-Cockatoo.

Monday 22 March to Friday 26
March (5 days)
Mid-week Campout, Bremer Bay
The campout will be based at the
Bremer Bay Beaches Resort Tourist
Park (333 Wellstead Road, Bremer
Bay), which has accommodation
facilities ranging from camping and
caravan sites to luxury self-contained
villas. Fuel is available in the town and
at Boxwood Hill.
We will visit bush, wetland and coastal
sites during the campout, including
Beaufort Inlet, Fitzgerald River
National Park and Wellstead Estuary.
Some local farmers have kindly
allowed the group access to wetland
and bush areas on their land; this is
an opportunity not normally available
to us. We may need to negotiate thick
scrub and/or muddy edges in some
places so bring footwear and clothing
that can handle the conditions.
Insect repellent should also be
carried. Depending upon the weather
conditions, most places we plan to
visit are accessible by conventional
vehicles on graded gravel and/or sand
tracks. High numbers of species have
been recorded at previous campouts.
There will be a limit of 22 persons, so
please ensure that your name is in
the first twenty two on the list at the
office (telephone 9383 7749). When
booking your accommodation at the
Tourist Park (telephone 08 9837 4290)
let them know you are with BirdLife
Western Australia. The operators
of the Tourist Park have generously
offered us a discount as follows:
a) 5% off per night for any chalets/
cabins/on-site vans, and
b) $5 off per site per night for all
powered/un-powered/en-suite sites.
You can also contact the caravan
park by e-mail on frontoffice@
bremerbaybeaches.com.au.
A briefing will be held in the
outdoor area of the cafe (subject to
availability) at 5:00pm on the Sunday
evening.
Members and guests only.
Leader: Peter Sandilands

Leaders: Shelley and Meir Altman

Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park at
the southern end of the lake, off
Progress Drive. This is the car park
nearest to the jetty and not far from
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Coming events, ctd
Saturday 27 March: Wellard
Wetlands, Baldivis

Friday 2 April to Monday 5 April:
Easter Campout, Albany

for BirdLife WA but you need to book
directly with them.

Half-day excursion

Albany is not only on the cooler south
coast but has excellent bird watching.
It has a wide variety of habitats from
the ocean (sheltered and open),
waders, shorebirds, fresh water lakes
and bush birds in many different
vegetation types.

On this campout we will visit the
various habitats to see the greatest
variety of birds which should include
waders, sea birds, water birds and
bushbirds, that will include many of
the Western Australian endemics.
On previous Albany campouts 100+
species have been seen.

Meet at 8:00 am at the entrance to
Wellard Wetlands on the northern side
of Bertenshaw Road, 1 km from St
Albans Road. Coming from Perth, turn
left off the Freeway into Mundijong
Road, then right into St Albans Road
and right into Bertenshaw Road. There
should be plenty of bushbirds and
waterbirds here, as well as several
species of raptors.
Leader: Charles Merriam

We will be based at the Kalgan
River Chalets and Caravan Park
at 247 Nanarup Road, Kalgan.
The park telephone number is
9844 7937 and their website is
kalganrivercaravanpark.com.au. Ten
powered sites have been set aside

Numbers will be limited to 30 so
please register at the BirdLife WA
office on 9383 7749.
Members and guests only.
Leader: Sue Abbotts

New in AFO and Emu
BIRDLIFE WA NEW
MEMBERS

There are lots of new and interesting papers in Australian Field
Ornithology, including an article on nesting of South Australian
Glossy Black-Cockatoos – interesting to those of us concerned
with Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos, as both are threatened, and
have lots of challenges in common. (Remember: all BA members
have access to the digital version of AFO, included in their
membership; just go to the BirdLife website for access).

5 AUGUST TO 9 OCTOBER 2020

Helen Allison
Benjamin Barrett
Josh Clarke
Mandy Daniel
Rhiannon de Visser
Susan Freeth
Martin Godden
Patricia Ingram
Graham Innes
Amelia Lee
David Leif
Fiona McKenzie
Chris Meyer
Edward Mikuchi
Michael Richards
Sally Sibbald
Linda Stewart
Jeff Stoltze
Yann Toussaint
Courtney Wheatley
Norma Woodcock
Yi Zhang

In Emu, a recent paper describes the performance of autonomous
recording units (ARUs) in acoustic surveys for Western Ground
Parrots and Noisy Scrub-birds, providing important knowledge
that will underpin monitoring for these threatened species.
There are also two articles on boobooks by Michael Lohr and his
collaborators, based on his recent PhD research at Edith Cowan
University. One article documents genetic variation in boobooks,
showing that urbanisation hasn’t been a barrier to dispersal in
south-western Australia. The other article looked at presence
of Toxoplasma (of which house cats are a major host), and
surprisingly didn’t find a relationship with toxo prevalence and
urban areas, but more research is needed.
Two recent papers describe new discoveries concerning taxonomic
relationships in grasswrens and lorikeets, further increasing our
understanding of these important components of our avifauna.
And, of course, plenty of other papers on a big variety of birds,
apart from these ……

CROSSWORD NO. 45 ANSWERS
ACROSS
6 corrugated iron, 9 agenda, 10 sleeping, 11 pelican, 13
nation, 14 sampling, 18 ebb, 20 lesson, 23 Ramsar, 24
shearwater, 28 convention, 29 gear.
DOWN
1 congress, 2 fund, 3 tag, 4 nestling, 5 corridor, 7
invertebrates, 8 high, 12 all, 15 people, 16 narrow, 17 flock,
19 harrier, 21 season, 22 est., 25 rot, 26 tan, 27 he.

White-winged Fairy-wren from the Great Western
Woodland survey, Credo, photo by Keith Lightbody
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Observatory reports
BROOME BIRD OBSERVATORY
It’s so nice to again hear the calls of Eastern Curlew,
Whimbrel and Common Greenshank without even leaving
the BBO office, but it’s funny how quickly we get used
to something so familiar that it can take a while to
remember that we didn’t hear them much at all during the
dry season. The birds are well and truly back in the bay,
though more will continue to trickle in until the middle of
November. Some of us have been lucky enough to see
juveniles of Curlew Sandpiper, Red Knot, Red-necked Stint,
Ruddy Turnstone, Greater Sand Plover, Oriental Plover and
Asian Dowitcher, looking fresh in plumage that has only
clocked ~10,000km compared to the ~20,000km flights of
their parents.
Quite a few of these sightings were shared through a
Whatsapp group initially created so our team could work
together to try to break Broome’s record for the most
number of species seen in a day (we fell seven species
short) during the May eBird Big Day (mentioned in our
previous report). Since that day, we’ve continued to use it
to report (or question… or boast) unusual sightings, take
the ‘mickey’ out of one another and just keep in touch. It’s
been pretty neat to be able to stay connected (and stay
entertained) in this way and we’re sure many have
found technology to be quite a blessing (as well as a
curse) during Covid times.
Fortunately, we have also been able to get out
and about and even to host one of our Birds of
the Broome Region courses in September with six
guests (all from WA). We really enjoyed having
everyone along and racked up a course list of 137
species. Another event we were delighted to host
was our inaugural free ‘Community Bird-Watching
Day’ aimed at introducing the Broome community
to the wonders of Broome’s birdlife through mini
tours of the mangroves, shorebirds and bush birds,
guided by the wardens, shorebird experts and our
local dinosaur expert. This event was sponsored
by the WA Parks Foundation as part of their Spring
into Parks project and featured a delicious BBQ
breakfast, organised by BBO Chairman Maurice, with
other committee members pitching in to help run the
event. Despite the early start of 5.30 am, we were
thrilled to have around 30 people attend and we
received very positive feedback. It is hoped to make
this an annual event.
As the weather starts to heat up at the BBO, it’s
usually the time that our visitor numbers start to
cool down but Western Australians keep flowing into
the region, and consequently to the BBO, resulting
in our accommodation and tours (and likewise the
BBO staff) still getting a work-out. After a slow start
to the year, this has been a great lifeline for us and
many others of the region. It’s also a really good
time to visit with the shorebird numbers increasing
in the bay, some of the more arid bird species
like Yellow-tinted Honeyeater moving in as inland
areas dry up and wet season-breeding migrants
like Oriental Dollarbird and Channel-billed Cuckoo
starting to return. Some of the lakes still have water
with Lake Eda being a haven for over 900 Brolgas
and at least 200 Australian Pratincoles and Lake
Campion being a consistent site for Black-breasted
Buzzard. At least five Common Redshanks have
been seen on the mudflats of Crab Creek and Yellow
Chats have continued to be found reliably around
Kidneybean Claypan and lately having been singing
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their bell-like tinkling tune. Duck Lake
has finally dried out on the claypan, leaving an impressive
ice-like crust.
Among unusual sightings, of note were a Stubble Quail
on the edge of Roebuck Plains near the observatory
on 11 August, a Beach Stone-curlew in the Crab Creek
mangroves on 15 August, a juvenile Magpie Goose
moving into the Broome sewage ponds in August amongst
extremely high numbers of Plumed Whistling-Ducks (at
least 3000 counted multiple times), a Black Falcon seen
along Crab Creek Road on 11 September and a Greyheaded Honeyeater at Entrance Point on 24 September.
One final note, if you’re itching to get up here and witness
the shorebird northward migration spectacle at the start
of the year, as well as learn about birds, visit the varied
habitats of the region and be treated to great food, our
dates have been announced for the Wave the Waders
Goodbye courses in March and April of 2021. You can find
out more at broomebirdobservatory.com/courses.
BBO Staff

Shorebird
Capital of
Australia

Join our
courses in
2021

Discount prices for BirdLife members:
Wave the Waders Goodbye · 25-29 Mar · 8-12 Apr · $1,490 pp
Bird Photography with Flock Wildlife · 18-23 Aug · $3,990 pp
Birds of the Broome Region · 4-8 Sep · 3-7 Oct · $1,490
pp
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Observatory reports, ctd
EYRE BIRD OBSERVATORY
AUGUST TO 14 OCTOBER 2020
Spring has arrived at Eyre Bird Observatory (EBO)
although the weather was highly variable during the period
1 August to 14 October. We experienced five light frosts
(August and early September) with the coldest overnight
temperature being -2.9O; nine days with a maximum
temperature over 30O (five of these in October) with the
hottest day being 39+O by 1200 on 14 October; and 21
days with some rain during which a total 169.3 mm was
received.
As the WA border remained closed at Eucla for the entire
period, all our visitors have been WA residents who have
made EBO a destination rather than a quick stopover
point as they’ve crossed the Nullarbor. As a consequence,
although we’ve had reduced numbers, those that have
ventured this far have generally stayed longer and we’ve
been able to involve them more in our field work.
Although bird numbers appear to be lower than usual
for this time of year, EBO has recorded 110 species to
date. Sixty-seven species were present in August, 73 in
September and 66 so far in October.
Some of our resident species have begun their breeding
cycles. Major Mitchell’s Cockatoos are sharing nest duties,

Banded Stilt, photo by Heyneker
Welcome Swallows have had some failures but we have
seen chicks fledge, a few Red-capped Plovers and two
Australian Pied Oystercatcher runners have been spotted
on Kanidal Beach and a high proportion of Silvereyes were
noted to be in breeding condition when banded.
Migratory waders, many still sporting breeding plumage,
started to reappear in greater numbers on Kanidal Beach
and Twilight Cove in September. So far on our weekly
counts of Kanidal and monthly counts at Twilight we’ve
spotted one Terek Sandpiper, one Curlew Sandpiper and
good numbers of Ruddy Turnstones, Sanderling, Rednecked Stints, and Sharp-tailed Sandpipers. One Pacific
Golden Plover put in an appearance and nine Banded
Stilts strutted gracefully on Kanidal Beach. A Doublebanded Plover in heavy breeding plumage was spotted on
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1 August but hasn’t been seen since.
Also spotted on Kanidal Beach were a
Greater Sand Plover and an Inland Dotterel.
Great Pied Cormorant numbers have increased to 47 but
only one Great Cormorant was observed in September
and two in October. Australian Pelican was recorded each
month. In September we found 500+ Crested Terns
at Twilight Cove but they must have just been passing
through as when we returned on 11 October none were
visible! Australasian Gannet was seen over the coastline.
Six raptor species were recorded for the period, a single
White-bellied Sea-Eagle in October, Brown Goshawk and
Collared Sparrowhawk occasionally each month, Wedgetailed Eagle most weeks when we visit Cocklebiddy,
Brown Falcon in August and September but not so far
in October, and Nankeen Kestrel each month. A single
Australian Bustard was spotted near our Microwave Tower
above the escarpment and four were spotted by incoming
guests. Two Banded Lapwings appeared on the plains near
Cocklebiddy in October. Recent seasonal returnees to EBO
include Sacred Kingfisher and Rainbow Bee-eater.
Blue-breasted Fairy-wren (at EBO and Burnabbie) and
White-winged Fairy-wren (above the escarpment) are
regularly seen. The only thornbill detected at EBO in this
quarter was the Inland Thornbill.
Eleven honeyeater species were present during this
period. Red Wattlebird is prolific at present around Green
Bottle Junction and a few visit the bird baths at EBO,
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater was heard more often than
seen but also put in an occasional appearance at the bird
baths, Yellow-throated Miner was abundant throughout
the period, Singing Honeyeater was the most recorded
honeyeater at EBO over the last three months, Whiteeared Honeyeater was seen sporadically, Yellow-plumed
Honeyeater was spotted near Burnabbie each month,
Brown-headed Honeyeater appeared sporadically in small
numbers in August and September but more regularly
and in larger numbers in October, and Brown Honeyeater
was around in small numbers each month. A single Whitecheeked Honeyeater was seen near Twilight Cove on
our monthly visit to the area in September, New Holland
Honeyeater was the second most recorded honeyeater
during the period and White-fronted Honeyeater was heard
more than seen each week on our North Track near Green
Bottle Junction. A few Western Yellow Robins were spotted
each month. Sightings of the personable and chatty
White-browed Babbler were an almost daily occurrence. A
single Chestnut Quail-thrush was heard in August. Golden
Whistler was heard close to the observatory on most
days. Grey Fantail appears to have moved on; there were
scattered sightings in August and September but none so
far in October. Ground Cuckoo-shrike has not been spotted
since early August when three were seen.
Our sojourn in this little piece of paradise ends in a couple
of weeks when we hand over to new caretakers and return
to the ‘real’ world.
Wendy & Alan Pilkington
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Out in the field

Zebra Finches from the Great Western Woodland survey, Credo,
photo by Keith Lightbody

White-plumed Honeyeaters at Carnarvon, photo by Caroline
Mynott

Australian Hobby, photo by David Free
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Broome Bird Observatory Community Bird-Watching Day, Broome,
photo by Mattea Taylor
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