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Summer Migrants - 20 Years of Monitoring 
Trans-Equatorial Bird Species on Rottnest 

Island by BirdLife Western Australia
Understanding the role of Rottnest Island is important 
as while the island is an A Class Reserve under the 
administration of the Western Australian Government, it is 
also a tourist resort under the appointed Rottnest Island 
Authority. While recognising that natural assets such 
as birds on the salt lakes are part of the attraction, the 
stated purpose of the island is to ‘grow visitor numbers by 
providing best-in-class tourism products’ (Rottnest Island 
Authority Annual Report 2017/2018). The potential for 
conflict is thus considerable. 

Rottnest Island provides an important habitat for non-
breeding populations of trans-equatorial migratory 
shorebirds, referred to as waders. BirdLife Australia’s 
Western Australian Branch has conducted bi-annual 
Rottnest Island shorebird counts since 1998. The data from 
this work add to the national BirdLife Australia database 
and to the Rottnest Island Authority (RIA) records. Results 
from the bi-annual censuses on the island suggest its 
protected environments act as a refuge for migratory 
shorebirds when compared with declining mainland sites. 
The continued environmental management of the island 
has secured this habitat by limiting and controlling 
tourist activity in the species’ habitats and through 
monitoring the water quality in the lakes. Continued 
census helps researchers understand what are the 
important habitats for this suite of birds and the 
Rottnest Island administration shows how tourism 
and shorebird protection can co-exist.

A request from the Australian Wader Studies Group 
resulted in a part island survey in 1997, but in 1998 
this was formalised into a non-breeding season 
shorebird survey of the entire island, lakes and 
beaches (Davis 1998). Since 1998 the biannual 
count has been extended to include seabirds such 
as terns under the protocol of the BirdLife Australia 
Shorebird 2020 initiative. However this article 
addresses specifically the trans-equatorial migratory 
waders on the island.

The wader habitats on the island are the 12 salt 
lakes and some of the coastal shoreline. The reef system 
off the coastline is exposed at low tide and has been 
shown to support foraging waders. The food for trans-
equatorial waders, 43 invertebrate taxa, was recorded in 
a study on the salinity and temperature levels and the 
fauna dependent on the lakes (Edwards 1983). Wader 
species favouring the coastal habitat are dependent for 
food on invertebrates found along the reef and shoreline. 
The invertebrates in the coastal habitat, particularly on 
the intertidal zone, were resurveyed in 2007, showing 45 
mollusc species. Previous work in 1982 had shown that 
there were twice as many marine molluscs on Radar Reef 
and four times as many on Cape Vlamingh than on the 
adjacent mainland (Irvine et al. 2008). It's not surprising 
then, that Rottnest is an important area for waders, and 
this area is now a marine protected zone. 

In order to obtain realistic and repeatable estimates 
of wader numbers, the whole island was surveyed in a 
two to three hour period in the early morning. This has 
involved between 12 and 18 volunteers and represents 
approximately 540 volunteer hours per survey. The lakes 
and coastline were surveyed by teams of two experienced 
volunteers allocated to each lake or length of shoreline 
known to be utilised by waders. 

All records were entered into the BirdLife 2020 database 
and included in the Rottnest Island BirdLife report on the 
annual surveys. Species presence, abundance and richness 
were evaluated for each site. Seven wader species, Grey 
Plover, Whimbrel, Bar-tailed Godwit, Ruddy Turnstone, 
Curlew Sandpiper, Red-necked Stint, and Sanderling, were 
recorded regularly on the island. The census figures from 
20 years of bi-annual surveys (1998-2018) showed that 
abundance estimates varied between 806 (1998) and 2280 
(2014) (Table 1). However, in 1998 ‘complete coverage 
of the island was not possible’ (Davis 1998) and this 
could explain the low count for that year. The coverage in 
subsequent years has been complete with more volunteers 
participating in the survey. Therefore to establish the 
population trend of the waders the 1998 results have been 
omitted. Figure 1 trend line shows a decline in the overall 
population. The intervals between the significantly lower 
records, 2005, 2010 and 2017 are five and seven years 
respectively. The years that the population was noticeably 
above the trend line were in 2001, 2011, 2012, 2013, 
2014 and 2018.

Figure 1. Population trend of trans-equatorial waders on 
Rottnest Island, 1999- 2018

The population decline was also reflected in a decline 
in species richness from 1998 to 2018, mirroring the 
population decline overall (Figures 1 and 2). However 
the species richness trend, ranging from eight (2013) to 
16 (2000, 2005) species does not correspond with the 
population trend results in that there is no consistent 
correlation between the years of species richness and 
population abundance.

The Rottnest trans-equatorial migratory species have been 
categorized as regular migrants, uncommon migrants 
and vagrant migrants. Of the 20 wader species recorded 
historically, seven were considered regular migrants to 
the island on the basis of the 100% presence, except 
Bar-tailed Godwit (95%) and Whimbrel (85%) in the 
19 surveys. Species that were considered uncommon, 
occurred in >20% of surveys and those species that could 
be seen as vagrant migrants occurred occasionally (Table 
2). Two uncommon species are of interest as they could be 
seen as vagrant and occurred in small numbers but Pacific 
Golden Plover has been recorded in 30% of sightings and 
Red-necked Phalarope in 40%.
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Figure 2. Species richness of trans-equatorial waders on 
Rottnest Island, 1999-2018.

DISCUSSION

The overall decline in wader species on Rottnest Island 
can be seen as a reflection of the world wide decline 
in this suite of birds (Delaney and Scott 2006; Gosbell 
and Clemens 2006; Amano et al. 2010; Clemens et al. 
2016). Current research is suggesting that, for waders 
that spend the Austral summer in Australia, this decline 
is due predominantly to habitat loss in the East Asian-
Australasian Flyway (EAAF), their migration foraging 
area (Rogers et al. 2008), which supports at least 500 
000 waders in their northward migration. Bi-lateral 
agreements, designed to protect wader species, are not 
always enforced in many of these countries. Therefore 
Australia is a vital staging area for many species including 
those that are found at Rottnest Island. Rogers et al. 
(2008), in a report on monitoring Yellow Sea migrants in 
north-west Australia, showed a decline over 
nine years of species that are recorded at 
Rottnest Island. This decline is reflected on 
the island with the exception of Red-necked 
Stint and Sanderling which had increased 
slightly and Ruddy Turnstone which had 
remained constant.

Rottnest regularly supports >0.1% (475) 
of the EAAF population of Red-necked Stint 
(Hansen et al.2016). The importance of 
conserving this species’ habitat is shown 
with the realization that over 80% of the 
non-breeding population occurs in Australia 
(Bamford et al. 2008). Historic records show 
that Red-necked Stint was common on the 
island between 1912 and 1920. Storr in 
1957 recorded ‘some thousands’. He also 
showed that 80.5% of the population was 
found on the lakes, commensurate with our 
study showing 97% on the lakes (Table 2) 
(Alexander 1921; Storr 1964, 1965). 

Rottnest Island is particularly important 
for Ruddy Turnstone because 73% of the 
non-breeding EAAF population is found in 
Australia and New Zealand (Bamford et al. 
2008) and the island regularly supports 
>0.1% (30) of the EAAF population 
(Hansen et al. 2016). The number recorded 
on Rottnest over the last ten years has 
remained stable, ranging from 66 birds in 

2009 to 181 in 2018. But this is a decline from 
the 2001 record of 430 and reflects the 1973-
2014 records showing a 3.17%/per annum 
decline nationally (Clemens et al. 2016). This 
species moves on the island between the coast 
and lake habitats, dissimilar to other south-
west locations where it has not been recorded 
in summer Shorebird 2020 counts (Birdata). 

Storr (1965) described Curlew Sandpiper as 
being common at Rottnest, favouring the lakes. 
The population has shown a sharp downward 
trend, from 345 in 2001 to one in 2018, 
commensurate with recent surveys showing it 
has declined in Australia at a rate of 3% per 
year (Minton et al. 2003; Clemens et al. 2016). 

Rottnest regularly supports >0.1% (30) of 
the EAAF Sanderling population and showed 

a population increase in 20 years. This is a species that 
favours both the coast and lake habitats so the population 
could be a reflection of a loss of both suitable beach and 
lake habitats on the mainland. 

This 20 year work has seen Bar-tailed Godwits regularly, 
albeit in small numbers, and on the north western 
beaches as with Whimbrel (Table 2). Storr (1965) and 
Saunders and de Rebeira (2009) describe these species 
as uncommon. However as they have been recorded in 
95% and 85% respectively of recent surveys they could be 
considered as regular migrants. 

CONCLUSION

A shorebird or wader habitat is considered to be 
internationally important if it supports 1% of the 
population and nationally important under the Wildlife 
Conservation Plan for Migratory Shorebirds if it regularly 
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supports 0.1% of the EAAF population (Hansen et al. 
2016). Three Rottnest wader species —Red-necked Stint, 
Ruddy Turnstone and Sanderling —fulfil this second 
category of national importance. Whilst the remaining 
wader species recorded in the non-breeding counts over 20 
years were not seen every year, their occasional presence 
indicates that the island provides suitable non-breeding 
habitat for them. Of particular interest is the Red-necked 
Phalarope (Phalaropus lobatus) which has been seen there 
in eight of these counts. The results of this work suggest 
that Rottnest Island appears to offer high quality foraging 
grounds, both in the lakes and the fringing reefs.

It is often asked with bird species in an island habitat, 
what are the threats to the continued survival of this suite 
of birds? The overall threat to waders is the destruction 
of their EAAF staging areas as they migrate from their 
breeding grounds to the non-breeding grounds of which 
Rottnest Island is significant for the species that move to 
the Swan Coastal Plain. This is probably reflected in the 
decline in many of the island’s twenty species. Threats on 

the island include human disturbance and water pollution 
but it is not currently subjected to boating, kite-surfing, 
fishing, cats or dogs. The Rottnest Island Authority is to 
be congratulated on the protection of both the lake and 
beach habitats vital for the continuing presence of trans-
migratory waders, a natural asset for the island. With 
annual visitor numbers of 734 637 in 2017/18, the value of 
the island for ecotourism cannot be underestimated. 
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Table 2: Percentage of the number of each wader species recorded on Rottnest Island in 20 years of BWA 
surveys, and status. 

Species  # seen % 20 
surveys

Status

Pacific Golden Plover Pluvialis fulva 7 30 Un

Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola 212 100 R

Lesser Sand Plover Charadrius mongolus 14 45 Un

Greater Sand Plover Charadrius 
leschenaultii 

39 55 Un

Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica 165 100 R

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 36 90 R

Terek Sandpiper Xenus cinereus 14 60 Un

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 31 65 Un

Grey-tailed Tattler Tringa brevipes 90 75 Un

Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia 10 40 Un

Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres 4606 100 R

Great Knot Calidris tenuirostris 8 15 V

Red Knot Calidris canutus 4 15 V

Sanderling Calidris alba 2034 100 R

Red-necked Stint Calidris ruficollis 23934 100 R

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper Calidris acuminata 120 45 Un

Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos 1 5 V

Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea 1120 100 R

Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus 13 40 Un

Oriental Pratincole Glareola maldivarum 1 5 V

TOTAL IN 20 YEARS  32452   

Summer Migrants - 20 Years of Monitoring Trans-Equatorial Bird Species 
on Rottnest Island by BirdLife Western Australia, ctd

Presence based on # 
surveys recorded

R=Regular migrant

Un=Uncommon migrant

V=Vagrant migrant
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From the Editors
Correction to WABN 172

We apologise for omitting Marcus Singor's name as author 
of the Little Black Cormorant article in the last issue of 
WABN.
Singor, M. (2019). Little Black Cormorant colonies in south-
western Australia. Western Australian Bird Notes 172, 24-
25.
WABN Editors

Western Australian Bird Notes, a Western Australian 
Branch publication, is available to both BirdLife members 
and non-members for an annual subscription of $24. We 
aim to increase the number of subscribers which would 
enable more colour pages in each edition. So please 
encourage some of those many people we all meet who 
are interested in bird life, to subscribe.
We also encourage you to submit material for publication. 

Many of you have made interesting observations of birds, 
and have a good story to tell that could be shared. Each 
edition reaches a readership of at least 1000, all with a 
common interest in our native birds.

Michelle Crow, who volunteered for the task of typesetting, 
has jumped into this role on a steep learning curve but 
with huge enthusiasm for which we are most grateful. 
Michelle works almost full time with the Department of 
Biodiversity, Conservations and Attractions and has a 
growing family but was keen to make a contribution after 
her interest in BirdLife was sparked with the Great Cocky 
Count. Margaret Philippson is recovering and is always 
available for help and advice. 

This is your publication and we are always looking for ways 
to improve it and to make sure we are meeting the needs 
of the readership. Suggestions are always welcome and all 
will be considered.

Awards
Margaret Owen, who many of you will know from her contribution to BirdLife, particularly in advocacy issues, has been 
awarded the Order of Australia Medal (OAM) General Division, in the 2020 Australia Day awards. Margaret has worked 
untiringly to protect two important urban foraging areas for Carnaby’s and Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos, Underwood 
Avenue and the Shenton Park Bushland. The well-deserved acknowledgement is for “services to conservation and the 
environment”.

CLUES

ACROSS
1. Occurring around extreme north and south.
6. Nest sites of fairy-wrens.
8. A falcon does it by diving.
10. To make a mistake.
11. Magpie-larks may see a reflection as one.
12. Fleshy structure at base of upper beak.
13. New information.
14. Sheltered side.

15. Stately bird of plains.
17. One would assume a cap.
19. Nature of woodswallows.
21. Restores birds to health.
23. A new sighting may be cause for it.
25. Nest attribute.
26. To ooze.
27. Little activity in this weather.

DOWN

1. An offering.
2. Appropriate information.
3. Kite occurring sometimes in NW.
4. Likely to be well-informed.
5. To question.
7. Wetlands south of Perth.
9. Natural clean-up agent.
16. Price for egg-collecting.
17. In shelducks, they’re chestnut.
18. This sighting is cause for excitement.
19. Useful for identification.
20. Off-putting in swampy locations.
22. Nature of head of ibis.
24. Item of capture.

Answers on page 49

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9

10

11 12

13 14

15 16

17

18

19 20 21

22

23 24

25

26 27

WABN Crossword No. 42, vol 115, 2005 Sep     By Pam Agar
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Observations
This list has been compiled by the WA Records Officer with input from the WA Records Committee. Metropolitan suburbs 
or shires are in parentheses. Please report interesting observations the WA Records Officer, John Graff (wasightings@
birdlife.org.au) or to the BirdLife WA office (9383 7749). Sightings are included on the BirdLife WA sightings page (http://
birdswa.org.au/sightings.htm) as soon as possible, and the most interesting are selected for inclusion in the next WABN.

Includes records received up to and including 14th January. 

Highlights

The highlights of another busy quarter again centred on seabirds, lead by multiple records of Cory’s and Great 
Shearwaters off the south coast in January, which were continuing during preparation of this report. Most records are 
from the Bremer Canyon where the majority of observer effort has been concentrated, but a record of at least two 
Cory’s Shearwaters off Denmark suggests a broader influx. A strong cold front at the end of October also produced 
several interesting seabird records from Cape Naturaliste, most notably a Barau’s Petrel and two Grey Petrels. It will be 
interesting to note whether these seabird records are repeated over the next year, or whether they were influenced by 
specific conditions, perhaps the very strong Indian Ocean Dipole this year.

On land, the Oriental Honey-Buzzards and Eurasian Hobby returned for another season. Interestingly though, further 
investigation of photographs revealed that a fourth individual honey-buzzard has been visiting since at least 2017. 
This season so far, there have also been more records away from Lake Joondalup, particularly from around the Beeliar 
wetlands. Eastern Yellow Wagtails were recorded at Herdsman Lake and Lake McLarty, and continued to be seen as this 
report was being prepared (further details in WABN 174).

There was an irruption of arid zone nomads into the inner Wheatbelt and Darling Scarp, with a few reaching the Perth 
metropolitan area, including Black, Pied and White-fronted Honeyeaters, Crimson Chats, Masked Woodswallows and 
Black-eared Cuckoos. The highlight of this was large numbers of Black Honeyeaters attracted to flowering in wandoo 
woodland at Wearne Road on the eastern edge of the forested Darling Scarp, with over 60 recorded at times, along with 
smaller numbers of Pied Honeyeaters and later, Masked Woodswallow and White-fronted Honeyeater. 

In the north, the Common [Eurasian] Teal was relocated again at South Hedland, and proved co-operative enough for 
several observers to see it on this occasion. The passage of Tropical Cyclone Blake produced a record of House Swift 
for Broome, along with several all-dark swiftlets, continuing the trend of occurrence of these birds in association with 
the passage of cyclones in recent years. An Island Monarch was also recorded on Browse Island as part of last year’s 
Ashmore Reef expedition.

METROPOLITAN (UBD 
Street Directory)
Fork-tailed [Pacific] Swift – 1, 

15/12/19, Hillarys Beach Park 
(Hillarys) – BW * 5, 16/12/19, 
Point Peron (Peron) - BW * 
1-2, 12/01/20, Herdsman Lake 
(Herdsman) – JG (rare migrant to 
the south-west; photographs of 
Point Peron record)

Black-eared Cuckoo – 2, 08/11/19, 
Thomsons Lake (Beeliar) – RP * 1, 
30/11/19, Walyunga NP (Bullsbrook) 
– CN et al. (rare migrant to Perth 
area; photographs)

Plumed [Intermediate] Egret 
– 1, Oct 2019-28/12/19, North 
Lake (North Lake) – JW, MB et al. 
* 1, Dec ’19, Lake Cooloongup 
(Cooloongup) – MN (rare in south-
western Australia; photographs of 
North Lake record; see also WABN 
172)

BEACH STONE-CURLEW – 1, 
10/11/19, Carnac Island (Cockburn) 
– VC (vagrant to the south-west, 
possibly same bird previously 
reported from islands off Perth, see 
also WABN 160-161, 165-166)

Masked Lapwing – 2 ssp. 
novaehollandiae, 08/01/20, Sun City 
Golf Course (Yanchep) – MG (rare 

but increasing in Perth area; likely 
same pair recorded for several years 
at Yanchep NP)

Brown [Common] Noddy – 1, 
27/10/19, Point Peron (Peron) – MN 
et al. (uncommon this far south)

ORIENTAL HONEY-BUZZARD – 
4, 18/11/19-continuing, Lake 
Joondalup (Joondalup) – DM, PB 
et al. * 1, 24/12/19; 1, 30/12/19, 
Bibra Lake (Bibra Lake) – SP, CC 
et al. * 1, 01/01/20, The Lakes 
Shopping Centre (South Lake), DH 
& SH * 1, 01/01/20, Herdsman Lake 
(Herdsman) – RC * 1, 02/01/20, 
North Lake (North Lake) – JA * 1, 
13/01/20, Bold Park (Floreat) – TD 
et al. (vagrant to Australia, records 
over last four years now known to 
involve at least four individuals; 
records of these individuals 
previously accepted by BARC; 
photographs)

EURASIAN HOBBY – 1, 01/12/19 
- continuing, North Lake (North 
Lake) – JA et al. (vagrant to 
Western Australia; subject to BARC 
acceptance; photographs)

Budgerigar – 1 wild type (origin 
uncertain), 27/10-10/11/19, 
Gosnells Rd East (Orange Grove) 
– DM, KG et al. (rare visitor to 
metropolitan area; origin of this 
bird uncertain, behaviour confiding; 

photographs)

Black Honeyeater – 1, 15/12/2019, 
Kensington Bushland (Kensington) 
– GG * 1 male, 15/12/19, Lake 
Joondalup (Joondalup) – DM et al. 
(rare visitor to the metropolitan 
area; photographs of Kensington 
record)

Crimson Chat – 1, 29/11/19, Kewdale 
area (Kewdale) – BR (rare visitor to 
metropolitan area)

White-fronted Honeyeater – 2, 
24/10/19; 1, 27/10/19, Forrestdale 
Lake (Forrestdale) – DM (rare visitor 
to metropolitan area; photographs)

White-breasted Robin – 1, 
12/01/20, Herdsman Lake 
(Herdsman) – JG (very rare on 
coastal plain this close to the CBD; 
call recording)

EASTERN YELLOW WAGTAIL 
– 1, 12/01/20, Herdsman Lake 
(Herdsman) – JG (rare migrant to 
south-western Australia)

SOUTH WEST (Shark Bay 
to Cape Arid)
Northern Rockhopper Penguin 

– 1, 15/12/19, Windy Harbour 
(Manjimup) – WE * 1, 03/01/20, 
Ocean Beach (Denmark) – via KA 
(rare visitor to southern WA coast; 
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Observations, ctd

photographs)

Wandering [Snowy] Albatross 
– 1, 01/11/19, Cape Naturaliste 
(Busselton) – SF & JG (rarely 
reported from shore in Western 
Australia; rarely reported from the 
west coast; photographs)

Wandering Albatross [sp.] – 2, 
01/11/19; 2, 02/11/19, Cape 
Naturaliste (Busselton) – SF, JG & 
SL (rarely reported from shore in 
Western Australia; rarely reported 
from the west coast; photographs)

Sooty Albatross – 2, 01/11/19, 
Cape Naturaliste (Busselton) – SF 
& JG (rarely reported from west 
coast, rarely seen from shore; 
photographs)

GREY-HEADED ALBATROSS – 
1, 01/11/19, Cape Naturaliste 
(Busselton) – JG & SF (rarely 
reported ‘at-sea’ in Western 
Australian waters)

BARAU’S PETREL – 1, 01/11/19, 
Cape Naturaliste (Busselton) – SF & 
JG * 1, 09/01/19, Bremer Canyon, 
offshore Bremer Bay (Jerramungup) 
– BT & KL (rare migrant to Western 
Australian waters; subject to BARC 
acceptance, photographs of Bremer 
Canyon record)

GREY PETREL – 1; 30/10/19; 
1, 01/11/19, Cape Naturaliste 
(Busselton) – JG & SF (rarely 
reported in Western Australian 
waters, rarely seen from shore; 
photographs)

GREAT SHEARWATER – 1, 06/01/20; 
1, 07/01/20; 1, 13/01/20, Bremer 
Canyon, offshore Bremer Bay 
(Jerramungup) – BT, KL et al. 
(vagrant to Western Australian 
waters; subject to BARC 
acceptance; photographs)

CORY’S SHEARWATER – 2-4, 
01/01/20, 4 nm off Denmark 
(Denmark) – BT & MY * 1, 
05/01/20; 1+, 11/01/20, Bremer 
Canyon, offshore Bremer Bay 
(Jerramungup) – MY, BT et 
al. (rare vagrant to Western 
Australian waters; subject to BARC 
acceptance; photographs)

Black Bittern – 1, 25-31/12/19, Big 
Brook Dam, Pemberton (Manjimup) 
– DS (rarely reported in the south-
west)

BEACH STONE-CURLEW – 1, 
10/10/19, Cheyne Beach (Albany) – 
PT et al. (vagrant to the south-west; 
photographs)

Oriental Pratincole – 2, 20-
31/12/19, Lake McLarty (Murray) – 
GG et al. (rare migrant to the south-

west; photographs)

Common Gull-billed Tern – 1 
probable ssp. affinis, 24/10/19 & 
26/12/19, Ocean Beach (Denmark) 
– JAn, AR & DB (rarely reported in 
the south-west; photographs)

Cockatiel – 2, 08/11/19, Meechi Rd 
(Jerramungup) – SE (south-west of 
usual range)

Black Honeyeater – up to 50-60+, 
03-14/01/20, Wearne Rd, North 
Bannister (Wandering) – RP, MP et 
al. * 3+, 05/01/20, Summer Track 
(Wandering) – JG (south-west of 
usual range; photographs) 

Pied Honeyeater – up to 7, 03-
14/01/20, Wearne Rd, North 
Bannister (Wandering) – RP, MP 
et al. (south-west of usual range; 
photographs)

Crimson Chat – 1, 26/11/19; 2, 
27/10/19, near Dryandra Woodland 
(Williams) – LN et al. (south-west of 
usual range) 

White-fronted Honeyeater 
– 3, 05/01/20; 2, 08/01/20; 
16, 11/01/20, Summer Track 
(Wandering) – JG, MN et al. * 
2, 11/01/20, Wearne Rd, North 
Bannister (Wandering) – MN (south-
west of usual range; photographs)

Masked Woodswallow – 3, 
08/01/20; 29, 11/02/20, Wearne 
Rd, North Bannister (Wandering) – 
JB, MN et al. (south-west of usual 
range; photographs)

Fairy Martin – 210, 14/11/19, 
Bremer Bay (Jerramungup) – SE 
(south-west of usual range, possibly 
increasing in south-west)

EASTERN YELLOW WAGTAIL – 1, 
19/12/19-11/01/20, Lake McLarty 
(Murray) – DM et al. (rare migrant 
to south-western Australia; 
photographs)

ARID ZONE
Chestnut Teal – 1, 13/11/19, South 

Hedland Wastewater Treatment 
Plant (Port Hedland) – PB, TD & FO 
(rare visitor to the Pilbara region)

COMMON [EURASIAN] TEAL – 
1, 15-18/11/19, South Hedland 
Wastewater Treatment Plant (Port 
Hedland) – JG, JK et al. (2nd record 
for Western Australia, but likely 
same individual previously reported 
at Harding Dam - see WABN 172; 
subject to BARC acceptance; 
photographs)

White-tailed Tropicbird – 1, 
12/11/19, Coral Bay (Exmouth) – 
KM (vagrant to Western Australia; 

photographs; see also WABN 166, 
168, 172)

Oriental Plover – 2, 24/10/19, Dirk 
Hartog Island (Shark Bay) – KR 
(south of usual range)

Little Curlew – 43, 18/11/19, festival 
grounds (Carnarvon) – LG (south of 
usual range)

Ruff – 2, 14-15/11/19, Port Hedland 
Saltworks (Port Hedland) – FO, PB & 
TD (scarce migrant to Pilbara)

White-fronted Chat – 1, 09/12/19, 
Exmouth Sewage Treatment Works 
(Exmouth) – PW (north of usual 
range)

KIMBERLEY 
all-dark swiftlet sp./spp. – 6+ 

possible Himalayan, 08/01/20; 8, 
09/01/20, Broome Port/Entrance 
Point (Broome) – BG, GS et al. (dark 
swiftlets rare visitors to northern 
WA; photographs)

HOUSE SWIFT – 1, 08/01/20, Town 
Beach (Broome) – CH (rare migrant 
to Western Australia; subject to 
BARC acceptance)

Abbott’s Booby – 1, 07/11/19, 
offshore waters between Broome 
and Ashmore Reef – RoC, GS et 
al. (rare visitor to NW WA waters; 
subject to BARC acceptance; 
photographs)

Inland Dotterel – 1, 22/11/19, 
Eighty Mile Beach (Broome) – NJ et 
al. (1st record for the Kimberley; 
photographs)

Red Goshawk – 1, 07/12/19, Hann 
River (Wyndham-East Kimberley) 
– MT (rarely reported resident; 
photographs)

ISLAND MONARCH – 1, 13/11/19, 
Browse Island – RoC, GS et al. 
(vagrant to WA; subject to BARC 
acceptance; photographs)

Grey Wagtail – 1, 21/10/19 & 
23/10/19, Roebuck Plains (Broome) 
– AB, NK et al. (rare migrant to 
Kimberley region)

ASHMORE REEF
JAPANESE SPARROWHAWK – 1, 

Nov ’19, West Island – RoC, GS et 
al. (vagrant to Australian territory; 
subject to BARC acceptance; 
photographs)

Collared Kingfisher – 1, Nov ’19, 
West Island – RoC, GS et al. 
(vagrant to Australian territory; 
subject to BARC acceptance)

Red-rumped Swallow – 2, Nov ’19, 
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West Island – RoC, GS et al. (rare 
migrant to Australian territory; 
photographs)

Fairy Martin – 1, Nov ’19, West 
Island – RoC, GS et al. (rare visitor 
to Ashmore)

Island Monarch – 1, Nov ’19, West 
Island – RoC, GS et al. (vagrant to 
Australian territory; subject to BARC 
acceptance)

KAMCHATKA LEAF-WARBLER – 2, 
Nov ’19, West Island – RoC, GS et 
al. (vagrant to Australian territory; 
subject to BARC acceptance; call 
recorded)

Arctic-type Warbler – 4, Nov ’19, 
West Island – RoC, GS et al. (Arctic-
types rare migrants to Australian 
territory)

ORIENTAL REED-WARBLER – 1, 
Nov ’19, West Island – RoC, GS et 
al. (vagrant to Australian territory; 
subject to BARC acceptance)

ASHY-BELLIED WHITE-EYE – 1, Nov 
’19, West Island – RoC, GS et al. 
(vagrant to Australian territory)

COCOS (KEELING) 
ISLANDS
Northern Pintail – 1, Oct-Dec ’19, 

Horsburgh Island and Becek Besar, 
West Island – GC, BB et al. (vagrant 
to Australian territory; subject to 
BARC acceptance; see also WABN 
172)

Baillon’s Crake – 1, 04-09/12/19, 
Becek Besar – GC, PJ et al. (vagrant 
to Cocos; photographs)

Yellow Bittern – 1, 11/11/19, Police 
Station – GC & PJ (vagrant to 
Australian territory; subject to BARC 
acceptance)

Javan Pond Heron – 1, Oct-Dec ’19, 
West Island rubbish tip – GC, PJ et 
al. (vagrant to Australian territory; 
subject to BARC acceptance; 
photographs; see also WABN 172)

Little Stint – 1, 22/10/19 – Dec ’19, 
West Island then South Island – GC 

et al. (rarely reported migrant to 
Australian territory; photographs)

Japanese Sparrowhawk – 1, 
06/12/19, Horsburgh Island – BB, 
RB et al. (vagrant to Australian 
territory; subject to BARC 
acceptance)

Asian House Martin – 1, 09/12/19; 
1, 11/12/19, north end of West 
Island – GC, PJ et al. * 2, 20/12/19-
02/01/20, Quarantine Station, West 
Island – GC, PJ et al. (vagrant to 
Australian territory; subject to BARC 
acceptance; photographs)

Tree Martin – 1, 06/12/19, Horsburgh 
Island – BB, RB et al. (vagrant to 
Cocos; photographs)

Arctic-type Warbler – 1 probable 
Arctic, 06/12/19, Quarantine 
Station, West Island – BB et al. 
(Arctic-types rare migrants to 
Australian territory; single song 
heard indicated Arctic likely)

Rosy Starling – 1, Sept ’19, 
Quarantine Station, West Island – 
GC (vagrant to Australian territory; 
subject to BARC acceptance)

PURPLE-BACKED STARLING – 1, 
09-16/12/19, West Island township 
– RoC, GC et al. (vagrant to 
Australian territory; subject to BARC 
acceptance)

EYEBROWED THRUSH – up to 4, 
30/11-17/12/19, northern parts 
of West Island – GC, PJ, BB et al. 
(vagrant to Australian territory; 
subject to BARC acceptance)

Asian Brown Flycatcher – 1, 
12/10/19; 1, 22/11/19; Trannies 
Beach, West Island – GC et al. * 
1, 09/12/19; 1, 16/12/19, Home 
Island – GC & PJ (vagrant to 
Australian territory; subject to BARC 
acceptance; photographs)

Blue-and-white/Zappy’s Flycatcher 
– 1, 06/12/19, Home Island – RB, 
BB et al. (vagrant to Australian 
territory; either species subject to 
BARC acceptance)

NARCISSUS FLYCATCHER – 1, 

30/11/19, Trannies Beach, West 
Island – GC et al. * 1, 05-09/12/19, 
north end of West Island – GC, BB 
et al. (rare vagrant to Australian 
territory; subject to BARC 
acceptance)

MUGIMAKI FLYCATCHER – 1, 1, 05-
09/12/19, north end of West Island 
– BM, BB et al. (rare vagrant to 
Australian territory; subject to BARC 
acceptance; photographs)

Red-throated Pipit – 1, 09/12/19, 
Home Island – GC & PJ (vagrant to 
Australian territory; subject to BARC 
acceptance)

CHRISTMAS ISLAND
TROPICAL SHEARWATER – 1 

subspecies uncertain, 21/10/19, 
Christmas Island Mosque – NH, 
LP et al. (vagrant to Australian 
territory; subject to BARC 
acceptance; audio recording made; 
previously photographed)

PURPLE HERON – 1, 15/11/19 & 
08/12/19, south end of island – RB 
et al. (rare vagrant to Australian 
territory; subject to BARC 
acceptance; photographs; see also 
WABN 171)

NORTHERN BOOBOOK – 1, 
22/12/19; 1, 27/12/19; 1, 
03/01/20, North-South Baseline 
Rd – TC, DH et al. (records 
involve 2 individuals; vagrant to 
Australian territory; subject to BARC 
acceptance; photographs)

CHINESE SPARROWHAWK – 1, 
19/11/19, rubbish tip – RB et al. 
(vagrant to Australian territory; 
subject to BARC acceptance; 
photographs)

EYEBROWED THRUSH – 1, 18/12/19, 
Settlement – KS & LC (vagrant to 
Australian territory; subject to BARC 
acceptance; photographs)

DARK-SIDED FLYCATCHER – 1, 
17/11/19, rubbish tip – RB et al. 
(vagrant to Australian territory; 
subject to BARC acceptance; 
photographs)

OBSERVERS
AB = Adrian Boyle
AR = Ashwin Rudder
BB = Bill Betts
BG = Bruce Greatwich
BM = Bill Moorhead
BR = Bill Rutherford
BT = Billy Thom
BW = Ben Weil
CC = Christine Chester
CH = Chris Hassell

CN = Clive Nealon
DB = Donna Belder
DH = David Harper
DM = Dan Mantle
DS = David Secomb
FO = Frank O’Connor
GC = Geof Christie
GG = Geoffrey Groom
GS = George Swann
JA = Jason Abuso

JAn = John Anderson
JB = John Baas
JG = John Graff
JK = Josh Keen
JW = Jordan Webber
KA = Kirsty Alexander
KG = Ken Glasson
KL = Keith Lightbody
KM = Keith Morris
KR = Kelly Rayner

KS = Kaz Singer
LC = Lynda Collett
LG = Les George
LN = Lochlan Newman
LP = Lisa Preston
MB = Mark Binns
MG = Martin Greenwood
MN = Mark Newman
MP = Morgan Pickering
MT = Mattea Taylor

Observations, ctd
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MY = Machi Yoshida
NH = Nikolas Haas
NK = Nyil Khwaja
NJ = Nigel Jackett
PB = Plaxy Barratt
PJ = Pam Jones

PT = Peter Taylor
PW = Peter White
RB = Richard Baxter
RC = Riley Cavanagh
RoC = Rohan Clarke
RP = Robyn Pickering

SE = Steve Elson
SF = Stewart Ford
SH = Sue Harper
SL = Samuel Lundin
SP = Sue Plankis
TC = To Chan

TD = Tegan Douglas
VC = Vaughn Chapple
WE = Wendy Eiby

Observations, ctd

Obituary
Nora Brockman (1922 - 6 December 2019)

Many older members will remember Nora Brockman, a stalwart of BirdLife’s WA Branch over many years. Nora, born in 
1922 and died on 6th December 2019, was one of six children from a pioneering Western Australian family in Nannup. 
She graduated with a nursing certificate from Melbourne in 1946 and made this her career, particularly with the care 
of children. She will be remembered by some as a close friend of Barbara Hale and Roz Denny, fellow formidable 
professional women, all of whom made a great contribution to our Branch. Nora led a very active life, no doubt helped by 
her interest in native birds but also playing golf until she was 93.

Nora became a member of the RAOU in 1978. I always remember when I became more involved in BirdLife, how grateful 
I was for her advice and help on the days she was the volunteer on the desk. But probably her greatest contribution 
to the conservation of our native birds was her involvement since the mid-1980s with the Lake Mealup Preservation 
Society which has ownership of this important wetland 20 km from Pinjarra. Here she contributed throughout that span 
of 30 years in working bees, making decisions on conservation issues, bird surveys and communicating the issues to a 
wider community. The Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos also benefited from her participation in nest monitoring and general 
involvement in cockatoo conservation work. Her big recent contribution was the regular surveys of Lake Claremont, 
passing the baton on to David Free, which subsequently led to the wetland gem it has become. Many members will have 
fond memories of Nora. 

Suzanne Mather
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BirdLife WA reports

CHAIR’S REPORT
We may never forget the Australian bushfires of the 
summer of 2019/20. The scale, speed and ferocity of the 
summer fires are unprecedented. Their severe impact 
on humans has been well reported and recovery is being 
rolled out where it is required. We can take pride in 
the capacity and resilience of communities dealing with 
new dimensions to the threat of fire. We can also take 
pride in the community response to caring for wildlife so 
dramatically affected by fire. The estimate made by Prof. 
Chris Dickman (The University of Sydney) of more than 
one billion animals lost in burnt areas has been ‘fact-
checked’ by the ABC and is considered to be conservative. 
However, the calculation was only for Victoria and NSW 
and does not include losses here in WA.
Stirling Range National Park has been closed while the 
impact of the 40 000 ha fire there is assessed. The 
extensive fire at Yanchep was through prime Carnaby’s 
Black-Cockatoo habitat.  These fires have undoubtedly 
reduced roosting, nesting and specific feeding 
opportunities for cockatoos. Perhaps the more concerning 
longer-term impact is on the diminishing remnant 
population of the Western Ground Parrot in Cape Arid 
National Park where a series of wild fires has significantly 
reduced suitable habitat. The number of birds may now be 
less than 150. I appreciate the recent initiative by BirdLife 
Australia nationally with the Friends of the WGP and the 
WA State Government to reconsider recovery options for 
this critically endangered species.
Prior to these fires, several members have asked about 
the position of BirdLife WA in relation to bushfires, and in 
particular that of fire risk reduction considering the impact 
on bird communities. We are responding by developing 
a position that takes the new dimensions of frequent 
catastrophic fires into account. We will be seeking member 
input to this as we have done recently for climate change.
There would be few people now who do not relate current 
bushfire impacts to climate change resulting in a drier 
landscape. BirdLife WA made a submission to the WA 
State Government climate change policy development last 
November representing the interests of bird conservation. 
Based on this submission, we then sought member 
contribution of observations about current impacts on 
birds, and also about what members thought might be 
the impacts by 2050. We have received quite a few wide-
ranging and interesting responses, including observations 
of changing bird distributions, diminishing wetlands and 
the effects of warmer ocean currents. These are being 
compiled and will be available soon. I appreciate the effort 
by those who responded.
We may well forget the fires of the summer of 2019/20 if 
they become a common occurrence, which could happen 
considering current drying conditions.
Networking for bird conservation is really taking good 
effect in WA. BirdLife WA EC has contracted Alfred and 
Hidi Lau to develop the potential for bird conservation 
networking, initially with BirdLife regional groups but 
also with those associated groups that are separately 
constituted. Alfred and Hidi are well known and widely 
respected in the birding community. Their efforts are 
leading towards formation of a WA Bird Conservation 
Network. I am encountering many groups that are keen to 
associate.
We have recently received a grant under the 
commonwealth Communities Environment Program 
to revegetate for cockatoo habitat within the Cowan 
electorate. This will add regional habitat value to the funds 

raised by BirdLife WA Program staff for revegetation within 
the harvested pine area at Gnangara. We have linked with 
the Friends of Yellagonga (FoY) group to plant within an 
area known as ‘Galaxy Ridge’ west of Lake Goolellal in 
Kingsley (adjacent to the last remaining drive-in theatre 
for those with fond memories). You are encouraged to 
participate in the planned planting days or in on-going 
watering and maintenance. This demonstrates our 
potential to network with others and attract funding to do 
so. We can continue to do that in many ways.
In another involvement with FoY, I recently represented 
BirdLife WA in consultation for development of community 
facilities, including for bird observations, at Wanneroo 
during which I was asked about access for birdwatchers 
with special needs. At the time I couldn’t think of birders 
I know who did need special access but appreciated the 
importance of it. Since then, I have encountered two 
examples of special need access for birding. It makes 
us wonder how many in our community would be keen 
to appreciate our birds first-hand but are restricted by 
access. Consistent with BirdLife WA’s intent to make 
birding ‘normal’ (i.e. widely accepted) in our community, 
I encourage members and supporters, and in particular 
leaders, to consider and encourage participation by people 
with special needs where it is suitable to do so.
There is another very active dimension to the BirdLife 
WA branch – the strong interest in pelagic birds! We 
have access to considerable expertise about these 
difficult to encounter birds. I am told that this summer is 
exceptionally good for pelagic bird activity and it is good to 
see numerous ocean excursions being arranged.
By the time this edition of WABN is distributed, the BirdLife 
WA AGM will have been held. The Chairs report to this 
meeting, which will include an account of branch activities, 
will be included in the next WABN edition.
Your efforts are appreciated.
Viv Read

Digital photographs, maps 
& graphs

Only high resolution photos can be 
published in WABN. Photo size should be 
not less than 300 ppi, with a file size of at 
least 600 kb (preferably over 1 mb).

Submitting your work - please avoid 
embedding photos, maps, tables or 

graphs into pdfs, word docs, or emails.

It is preferred each item is submitted 
individually. Large files may require multiple 

emails.

Thank you for your support
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KEEPING AN EYE OUT FOR BREEDING RAINBOW LORIKEETS 

Rainbow Lorikeets, while very attractive birds, are a 
declared pest in the south-west. Since the first escape 
of ten captive birds in Perth in the 1960s, they have 
rapidly increased to over 40 000 birds across the Perth 
metropolitan area and beyond. They compete with local 
native parrots for breeding sites in small tree hollows and 
compete with honeyeaters and parrots for nectar provided 
by native and non-native flowering plants. 

For the past three years, BirdLife WA with the support 
of community volunteers have been monitoring Rainbow 
Lorikeets by counting the numbers of birds that fly into 
trees to roost for the night. This method has been used 
effectively to monitor black-cockatoos and is equally 
effective with Rainbow Lorikeets. With the support of 
Lotterywest, BirdLife will again be coordinating a roost 
count in late February. These counts are still in the early 
days as we continue to build on the number of roosts 
counted. However, the monitoring data will help us to track 
fluctuations and increases in the Perth population and this 
information will be made available to relevant government 
agencies. 

This past spring/summer, with the support of a small 
community grant through the State NRM (Natural Resource 
Management) office, BirdLife has been working to better 
understand where birds are breeding and how this may 
be impacting our native parrots such as the Australian 
Ringneck and Red-capped Parrot. We were particularly 
interested to know if lorikeets use artificial nest boxes, a 
resource commonly installed by councils and 
land managers for the benefit of native species 
and to offset loss of bushland. 

Thank you to all the volunteers that reported 
sightings of breeding lorikeets and assisted 
with the monitoring. Lorikeets were reported 
and confirmed breeding in parks, reserves, 
street trees and in people’s backyards. They 
nested in a range of tree species including 
local native Peppermints and Tuarts, eastern 
eucalypt species such as Lemon-scented Gums, 
and date and cotton palms. They typically use 
hollows with small entrances and of those that 
could be checked inside with a camera, many 
were crevice like internally. 

Rainbow Lorikeets were only recorded 
using two artificial nests of the 72 used 
nests identified. This is consistent with their 
preference for hollows with tight spaces as 
opposed to the more open space with a flat 
floor typical of artificial hollows. Artificial 
wooden boxes were used by Galahs, owls and 
Brushtail Possums.

In some areas such as Alfred Cove, Canning 
River Regional Park and Peppermint Grove, 
Rainbow Lorikeets congregate to breed and 
effectively occupy a large proportion of available tree 
hollows in the area. This combined with their gregarious 

behaviour and aggressive defence of nests, means that 
native parrots really do not have a chance to use a hollow 
once the lorikeets move in. Many people reported that 
lorikeets come back to their neighbourhood to breed 
every year and that over the years they have replaced the 
breeding native local parrots.

Rainbow Lorikeets were not necessarily fussy in where 
they chose to nest. Some nests, particularly in old 
Peppermint trees, were very low to the ground and easily 
accessible to predators such as cats and ravens. One 
shallow nest hollow was only half a meter off the ground in 
a tree right on the edge of a busy road. You could see the 
breeding pair flying in and out as you drove past and the 
contents (eggs at the time) were easily visible.

The project has highlighted that there is still a lot of nest 
habitat potentially suitable for our hollow dependant native 
birds across treed areas of the Perth region, but due to 
the presence of Rainbow Lorikeets these resources are 
diminishing in availability. 

The information collected will be shared with the 
Department of Primary Industries and Regional 
Development (DPIRD) and local governments to assist 
with management efforts.

Vicki Stokes
WA Program Manager

Rainbow Lorikeet chick in nest hole at Lake Monger, photo by 
Marcus Singor 

Editor's Note: It is WABN’s policy not to publish photographs of birds at nests unless there are extenuating 
circumstances. In the case of this photograph, it shows the relative size of hollows that are used, and how this 

introduced species uses hollows that might otherwise be used by local natives.
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Welcome to our newest staff member in WA

Warm welcome to Jeremy Ringma who has just recently joined the WA team as our new WA Shorebird Project 
Coordinator. Jeremy will be analysing some of our vast database to identify and better understand priority sites for 
migratory shorebirds. He will then work with relevant stakeholders to develop management plans for sites under threat. 
For example, some areas of the Peel Yalgorup Ramsar site near Mandurah are subject to high levels of disturbance by 
recreational users of the estuary and a recent citizen science project BirdLife coordinated in 2018/19 revealed negative 
implications of recreational activities for shorebird use of sites. Raising awareness of shorebirds and zoning areas for 
shorebirds will be important management strategies. 

Jeremy will also be running training workshops to encourage 
more people to get involved with BirdLife’s annual shorebird 
monitoring program (formerly Shorebird 2020) and to equip 
them with the skills to confidently identify and count birds. 
Jeremy’s position and the new project are supported by the 
State Government’s Natural Resource Management office 
(State NRM). 

Jeremy has a PhD in conservation science and moved to WA 
last year from Melbourne where he was working on modelling 
climate forecasted species distributions. Jeremy’s analytical 
and modelling skills will be a great asset to our team, as will 
be his keen bird identification skills. Welcome Jeremy!

Vicki Stokes
WA Program Manager

A win for Point Grey in the fight to protect the Peel-Yalgorup Ramsar wetland and 
significant habitat for migratory shorebirds 

Point Grey is a small peninsula of land on the eastern side of the Peel Estuary just across from the Dawesville cut. 
Overseas backed developers have been wanting to develop a large marina on the site for the past decade, catering 
for 3000 residences, mooring for 300 boats and a boat ramp. To provide access for large deep-hulled boats into the 
exceedingly shallow waters surrounding Point Grey, the developers propose dredging a deep 2.5 km long channel from 
the Dawesville cut to Point Grey that will need to be maintained to keep it functional in future decades. 

WA BRANCH REPORTS

Jeremy Ringma helping out with a project on Western Grasswrens

Photo: A map showing the Point Grey marina proposal area. (Supplied: EPA)
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Initial and maintenance dredging of the channel will directly remove important areas of seas grass and mobilise toxic 
sediments (acid sulfates) in the estuary, both of which will negatively impact the condition and wildlife of the estuary. 
One of the estuary’s most productive feeding grounds for thousands of migratory shorebirds, high in molluscs and other 
invertebrates, occurs to the north-east of Point Grey and there are concerns that mobilised sediments that drift to these 
shores via wind and tidal forces may adversely contaminate the surface sediments and affect the rich food source. It is 
certainly not worth taking the risk, particularly when any such impact cannot be reversed. 

Peel Harvey Catchment Council (PHCC), BirdLife and concerned members of the public have been fighting hard to stop 
this development going ahead. Unfortunately, State and Federal Government environmental approvals (with conditions) 
for the marina development were granted in 2012 and 2014 respectively. Recent efforts to have these approvals over-
turned citing new evidence on risks to the health of the estuary, the threatened status of migratory shorebirds and the 
significance of the site for waterbirds have been unsuccessful. 

However, armed with this evidence provided by PHCC and BirdLife, the Shire of Murray in 2019 boldly rejected planning 
approval for initial stages of the proposed development based on concerns about both planning and environmental 
impact aspects of the project. The developers then made an appeal through the State Administrative Tribunal (SAT) 
to have the rejected planning approvals over-turned. In October 2019, the Shire of Murray presented a strong case to 
the tribunal to support their decision to not grant planning approvals. PHCC and BirdLife also provided expert witnesses 
(Dr Steve Fisher and Dr Vicki Stokes) to make a case for the environmental concerns associated with the proposed 
development (though these were not under consideration as part of the hearing). It was an unprecedented outcome 
with the tribunal ruling in favour of the Shire of Murray, so the developers still do not have approvals to commence 
development. 

Many thanks to all our members and supporters who helped us to maintain pressure on the State government and local 
State and Federal members on this issue. We are not yet sure of the next steps the developers will take so the fight is 
still not over. But BirdLife will continue to advocate for the significant Ramsar values of the estuary using our long-term 
shorebird data from our annual monitoring program (formerly Shorebird 2020) to strengthen our argument. Without our 
dedicated group of about 70 local shorebird counters who get out and count birds across the entire estuary and Ramsar 
site each year, we would not have this data and be able to demonstrate the significance of the wetland for migratory 
shorebirds and other wetland birds. A strong case in point for the value of citizen science. Thank you for your time, effort 
and dedication and helping us to make a difference

For recent media on the issue see:

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-10-01/environmental-concerns-over-point-grey-marina-mandurah/11560474

By Vicki Stokes 

WA Branch Reports, ctd

WA BRANCH PROJECTS

WA LIST REVIEW: 2019
This annual review lists changes to the state ‘list’ of the birds of Western Australia, arising from new records or changes 
in taxonomy, from the previous calendar year. It also reports decisions by the BirdLife Australia Rarities Committee 
(BARC) affecting WA and its adjacent Australian external territories, for purpose of revisiting records previously reported 
in the WABN ‘Observations’ column as “subject to BARC review”. For the purposes of this review, ‘Western Australia’ 
includes pelagic waters and most islands out to 200 nautical miles, but excludes Ashmore & Cartier Reefs, Christmas 
Island, and Cocos/Keeling Islands.

‘FIRST FOR WA’ RECORDS REPORTED IN 2019

Cory’s Shearwater Calonectris borealis, 01/2019 off 
Bremer Bay (WABN 170, BARC pending); Chatham 
Albatross Thalassarche eremita, 02/2019 off Bremer 
Bay (WABN 170, BARC pending); Collared Pratincole 
Glareola pratincola, 01/2019 Point Walter and Herdsman 
Lake (WABN 170, BARC #1051 – accepted); Eurasian 
[Common] Teal Anas crecca, Harding Dam and South 
Hedland (WABN 172, BARC #1078 – under review).

REVISED RECORDS

Cook’s Petrel, 02/2018 off Bremer Bay (WABN 166) now 
revised from photographs as more likely to be Pycroft’s 
Petrel Pterodroma pycrofti, pending BARC review; these 
species are difficult to separate. Glossy Swiftlet, 03/1996 
(WABN 78, BARC #226) revised by BARC to indeterminate 
Plume-toed/Cave Swiftlet Collocalia affinis/linchi; WA 
records of ‘Glossy’-type swiftlets (e.g. 2002 Bigge Island, 
WABN 103) are much less likely to be C. esculenta 
than similar and geographically closer taxa and may be 

unidentifiable without specimens. 

BARC DECISIONS IN 2019 FOR WA AND 
ADJACENT TERRITORIES

‘Mainland’ WA: ACCEPTED – #1013 Atlantic Yellow-
nosed Albatross, 05/2018, off Albany (WABN 167); 
#1020 Chinese Sparrowhawk, 11/2016, Browse Island 
(WABN 161); #1022 Atlantic Yellow-nosed Albatross, 
04/2018, Cape Naturaliste (WABN 167); #1032 House 
Swift, 01/2018, Broome (WABN 165); #1034 House Swift, 
02/2018, Broome (WABN 166); #1046 Barau's Petrel, 
01/2016, off Cape Leeuwin (WABN 158); #1049 Eurasian 
Curlew, 01/2016-03/2017, Point Douro, Australind (WABN 
154-155; see also WABN 158-161); #1051 Collared 
Pratincole (see above); #1052 House Swift, 01/2019, 
Broome (WABN 170); #1053 Fairy Pitta, 02/2019, Broome 
(WABN 170); #1061 Purple Heron, 11/2018, Carnarvon 
(WABN 169).

Ashmore Reef: ACCEPTED – #1008 Yellow-browed 
Warbler, 03/2014 (WABN 150)
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Cocos/Keeling Islands: ACCEPTED – #1026 Eyebrowed 
Thrush, 12/2014 (not reported in WABN); #1027 
Eyebrowed Thrush, 12/2015 (WABN 157); #1031 
Eyebrowed Thrush, 01/2018 (WABN 166); #1054 
Western Osprey, 12/2018 - 03/2019 (WABN 153, 154); 
#1055 Brown Shrike, 02-04/2019 (WABN 170); #1062 
Eyebrowed Thrush, 12/2016 (WABN 161); #1063 
Eurasian Curlew, 11/2015 - 01/2018 (WABN 166); #1064 
Saunders's Tern, 11/2018 - 03/2019 (not reported in 
WABN); #1065 Chestnut-winged Cuckoo, 12/2018 - 
02/19 (WABN 170); #1071 Square-tailed Drongo-cuckoo 
12/2018 (WABN 161); #1073 Malayan Night Heron, 01-
06/2015 (WABN 154); #1074 Malayan Night Heron, 01-
07/2019 (not reported in WABN) #1043 Blue Rock Thrush, 
12/2018 (WABN 170).

NOT ACCEPTED – #1042 Square-tailed Drongo-cuckoo, 
12/2016 (accepted as either this species or Fork-tailed 
Drongo-cuckoo, see also #942; not reported in WABN).

Christmas Island: ACCEPTED – #1028 Blue-winged Pitta, 
12/1901 (historical specimen); #1029 Ruddy-breasted 
Crake, 08/1897 (historical specimen); #1030 Pied Imperial 
Pigeon, 02/1899 (historical specimen); #1067 Purple 
Heron, 06/2019 (WABN 171); #1075 Cinnamon Bittern, 
07/2019 (WABN 171).

NOT ACCEPTED –  #978 Cook's Swift, 12/2016 (not 
reported in WABN).

TAXONOMIC ‘SPLITS’ AND ‘LUMPS’ OF WA BIRDS 
IN 2019

IOC (9.2-10.1) (Gill and Donsker 2020): SPLIT – 
Australian Tern Geochelidon macrotarsa from Gull-billed 
Tern Geochelidon nilotica after Rogers et al. (2005); 
Rufous Shrikethrush Colluricincla rufogaster of NE Australia 
from renamed Arafura [Little] Shrikethrush Colluricincla 
megarhyncha of N Australia including WA, after Marki et al. 
(2018).

Clements/eBird (Clements et al. 2019): SPLIT – Red-
collared Lorikeet Trichoglossus rubritorquis; Western 
Fieldwren Calamanthus montanellus.

BirdLife International v4.0 (BirdLife International 
2019): SPLIT – Purple-backed Fairy-wren Malurus 
assimilis. LUMP – Rufous-bellied Spinifex Pigeon Geophaps 
ferruginea with [White-bellied] Spinifex Pigeon G. 
plumifera.

Birdlife Australia Working List v3 (BirdLife Australia 
2019): SPLIT – Plumed Egret Ardea plumifera (from 
Intermediate Egret A. intermedia, vagrant to WA); White-
quilled Honeyeater Entomyzon albipennis (from Blue-faced 
Honeyeater E. cyanotis); Gilbert’s Honeyeater Melithreptus 
chloropsis; Golden-backed Honeyeater Melithreptus laetior 
(from Black-chinned Honeyeater M. gularis); Kimberley 
Honeyeater Meliphaga fordiana; Western Fieldwren 
Calamanthus montanellus; Nullarbor Quail-thrush 
Cinclosoma alisteri; Western Quail-thrush C. marginatum; 
Northern Shrike-tit Falcunculus whitei and Western 
Shrike-tit F. leucogaster (from renamed Eastern Shrike-
tit F. frontatus); Silver-backed Butcherbird Cracticus 
argenteus; Arafura Fantail Rhipidura dryas; Paperbark 
Flycatcher Myiagra nana; Kimberley Flycatcher M. tormenti 
(new WA endemic split from Lemon-bellied Flycatcher M. 
flavigaster); Oriental Reed-Warbler Acrocephalus orientalis 
(from Great Reed-Warbler); Kamchatka Leaf-warbler 
Phylloscopus examinandus; White-bellied Crimson Finch 
Neochmia evangelinae (of n QLD, split from renamed 
Black-bellied Crimson Finch N. phaeton); Eastern Yellow 
Wagtail Motacilla tschutschensis.

SCIENTIFIC NAME CHANGES FOR WA BIRDS IN 
2019

IOC (10.1) (Gill and Donsker 2020): Black Bittern 
Ixobrychus flavicollis, Kimberley Honeyeater Territornis 
fordiana, White-breasted Robin Quoyornis georgianus, 
Mangrove Robin Peneothello pulverulenta.

ENGLISH NAME CHANGES FOR WA BIRDS IN 
2019:

IOC (10.1) (Gill and Donsker 2020): Arafura Shrikethrush 
(was Little Shrikethrush prior to multiple splits); see also 
Australian Tern split above.

Clements/eBird (Clements et al. 2019): Silvereye (was 
Silver-eye).

Birdlife Australia Working List v.3 (BirdLife Australia 
2019): Mallard (was Northern Mallard), Common Ringed 
Plover (was Ringed Plover), Far Eastern Curlew (was 
Eastern Curlew), Red Phalarope (was Grey Phalarope), 
Brown Noddy (was Common Noddy), Great Pied Cormorant 
(was Pied Cormorant), Oriental Dollarbird (was Dollarbird), 
Bluebonnet (was Blue Bonnet), Common Cicadabird 
(was Cicadabird); Mangrove Fantail (was Mangrove Grey 
Fantail); Eurasian Magpie (was Black-billed Magpie), 
Australian Yellow White-eye (was Yellow White-eye); see 
also splits above.

These changes bring the WA state bird list (excluding 
offshore external territories) to 602 species using IOC 
(10.1) taxonomy, or 606 species following BirdLife 
Australia’s Working List of Australian Birds (v3). WA 
now has 20 endemic species under either IOC taxonomy 
(excluding Western Shrike-tit and Kimberley Flycatcher) or 
under the Working List (excluding Western Ground Parrot 
and Black-throated Whipbird).
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Cosy 2 bedroom self-contained cottage conveniently 
located between Albany and Denmark.

	 Private and comfortable accommodation with 
reverse cycle air-conditioner, wood fire, queen bed, 
2 single beds and fully equipped kitchen.

	 19ha (47 acres) of mostly natural bushland with an 
abundance of birdlife.

	 Close to a diversity of bird habitats, including 
Wilson Inlet, West Cape Howe National Park, 
coastal heath and forest. 

*Birdlife Australia member discount

Alan and Anne Pilgrim
M: 0437 696 862

E: staeri3172@iinet.net.au

Across the Nullarbor, news from National Office
Bushfires in the East
With smoke, flames and embers recorded from 
Queensland south to Tasmania and west across to Western 
Australia, no state has escaped the bushfires this summer.

And as disastrous as they’ve been for people and property, 
they’ve been much worse for Australia’s birds. It’s 
impossible to know how many birds have been killed or 
displaced. For example, the fate of a number of threatened 
subspecies endemic to South Australia’s Mount Lofty 
Ranges is unclear after fires there, and similarly, the fate 
of virtually all of Kangaroo Island’s unique subspecies hang 
in the balance. The most well-known of these is the Glossy 
Black-Cockatoo — subject of a successful intervention to 
reverse a steep decline in its population. Much of its key 
habitat on the north of the island has gone up in smoke at 
a time when many of the cockatoos were nesting. 

Fires in Gippsland have brought the Glossy Black-Cockatoo 
closer to extinction in Victoria, while the state’s only 
population of Eastern Bristlebirds was saved after a 
massive effort to keep flames at bay from Howes Flat. 

Key breeding areas of the Regent Honeyeater in NSW in 
the Capertee Valley, Burragorang and beyond have been 
destroyed, while the Scarlet Robin, classified as Vulnerable 
in NSW, has also taken a big hit, with many of its forest 
habitats razed. In the north-eastern NSW and adjoining 

parts of south-eastern Queensland, Rufous Scrub-birds, 
Eastern Bristlebirds (northern subspecies) and Albert’s 
Lyrebirds were all severely impacted when bushfires burnt 
the region’s subtropical rainforests. 

BirdLife Australia is coordinating a disaster response. 
We’re working with our partners to understand the impact 
on our birds and put emergency recovery plans into place.

World’s oldest Pied Oystercatcher
A recent banding discovery revealed that Australian Pied 
Oystercatchers can live for at least 33 years. The body of 
a Pied Oystercatcher which had been banded as an adult 
(2+ years old) at Inverloch, Victoria, in 1988 was found 
washed up nearby on the beach it called home for over 30 
years.

The discovery of its beachcast body on 25 September 
— 31 years, 4 months and 10 days after it was banded, 
combined with the 2+ years it had lived beforehand — 
makes it the oldest-known Australian Pied Oystercatcher. 
However, there’s competition for this title from another 
banded oystercatcher in Tasmania. That bird was over 32 
years old when last seen, in 2017. It hasn’t been seen 
since, so it’s unclear whether it’s still alive, but it has 
previously moved between different parts of the coast, so 
it’s potentially waiting in the wings to swoop in to reclaim 
the record!

Advertising rates in 
Western Australian Bird Notes

(subject to change without notice)

Full colour (A4 page size):

$200.00 one-off, or
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½ page: $55.00

A4 page $100.00
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CARPET PYTHON IN CARNABY'S NEST

A Carpet Python predated the Carnaby's Black-
Cockatoo chick from a nest at Coomallo. While the 
python (with a large bulge below its head) was 
digesting the chick, the adult female bird entered the 
nest to feed her chick and the python killed her too!

Rick Dawson

A BIRD A MINUTE UPDATE

In my recent article in WABN I mentioned my 23 July 
2019 outing when I went to Lake Monger in Wembley 
for a walk around the lake and observed 25 bird 
species in the first 25 minutes. I was sure 30 species 
or much higher was attainable and so set a challenge. 
I suggested a wetland like Herdsman Lake would be 
an excellent place to better this number. 

On 5 September 2019 I went to the NW part of 
Herdsman Lake and arrived at 11.03am. Thirty two 
minutes later I had seen 32 different birds. The 
highlight was a pair of Swamp Harrier involved in a 
mating display very high up in the sky and a Buff-
banded Rail foraging on a grassed area. Later in the 
walk I observed a White-bellied Sea-Eagle flying 
relatively low over the lake.

Wynt Maddeford

BIRD BEHAVIOUR

SILVEREYE

Silvereyes are very common birds and we rarely give them 
a second thought, let alone photograph them. However, 
in the last six months, to improve my bird photography, 
I have been photographing everything and anything that 
flies at our conservation properties in Gondwanalink, 
Chingarrup Sanctuary (572 ha) in Boxwood Hill and 
Mondurup View (46 ha) in Tenterden. In so doing, I 
have been capturing intimate, interesting and instructive 
moments of their feeding behaviour.

Figure 1 shows a Silvereye eating the berries of the Ruby 
Saltbush, Enchylaena tomentosa, at Chingarrup Sanctuary 
in April 2019. This bird has a leg band, the result of 
banding on the property over the last eight years by Nic 
Dunlop and his team, to determine what birds are present 
in or resident in the revegetation undertaken in 2004

Figure 2 shows a Silvereye eating the berries of the 
Mallee Saltbush, Rhagodia preissii, at Chingarrup 
Sanctuary in November 2019. This bird also has a 
leg band, suggesting that it is resident in or near the 
revegetation

Carpet Python in a Carnaby's nest at Coomallo, Photo by Rick Dawson
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Figure 3 shows a Silvereye eating the berries of the 
Broom Ballart, Exocarpos sparteus, at Mondurup View in 
December 2019. Mondurup View was complexly burnt in 
the Tenterden fire in December 2003, almost 16 years 
to the day before the recent Stirling Range fires, which 
also potentially threatened the property. These photos 
demonstrate that the property has pretty much recovered, 
and about 350 species of flora have flowered and set seed 
since the fire.

WHITE-BROWED BABBLER

A White-browed Babbler probing the ground beneath 
Sheoaks at Chingarrup Sanctuary in April 2019. White-
browed Babblers are renowned for turning over rocks 
in their search for grubs, caterpillars, insects, spiders, 
reptiles, fruit, seeds and nuts, but they have not often 
been seen with their bill actually fully in the ground. This 
bird also has a leg band demonstrating that birds from this 
group of White-browed Babblers are resident in or near the 
revegetation undertaken in 2004.

BROWN GOSHAWK

One tends to think of hawks flying to catch their prey. 
They might perch and then launch into the air to capture 
a passing bird or reptile. But I was not aware that 
Brown Goshawks ran a lot along the ground, presumably 
searching for prey.

A video taken by a motion sensitive camera on a 
Malleefowl mound at Chingarrup Sanctuary in November 
2019 showed a Brown Goshawk running up the side of 
the Malleefowl mound after having hidden in the shrubs 
to the left for about 30 seconds. This running behaviour 
was confirmed a week after this video was taken when I 
was driving along a track through an area consisting of 
eucalypts with very little understory which was revegetated 
in 2005, and saw a bird I suspected was a Brown Goshawk 
under a tree on the side of the track. When I approached 
closer, it quickly ran across the track and through the trees 
on the other side. I took note of where this occurred, and 
when I reached the spot, I looked through the trees at 
ground level. Imagine my surprise when I confirmed what 
I had suspected I had seen, and saw a Brown Goshawk 
standing under the trees about 50 m away looking at me.

Eddy Wajon

DECLINE OF THE PALLID CUCKOO AND 
OTHER BIRDS

Growing up in the nineteen sixties and seventies in Mt 
Pleasant was idyllic due to quarter acre sized blocks with 
lots of native trees and adjacent bush. Our family had a 
large Jarrah tree in the backyard and one of the regular 
visitors was the Pallid Cuckoo. Resident birds for example 
included the Rufous Whistler, Silvereye and Australian 
Ringneck and other visitors included the Western Spinebill, 
Rainbow Bee-eater and the Sacred Kingfisher. The 
kingfisher would dive into our above ground swimming 
pool to capture the insects off the surface. 

The Pallid Cuckoo would normally arrive during the winter 
and the male would sing its long and distinctive and 
staccato like song from the uppermost bare branches. In 
particular my father loved to hear it and its song inspired a 
lifetime interest in birds for me.

This however did not continue and from the mid nineteen 
eighties, due to the sub dividing of the large old blocks of 
land, the construction of new homes that filled the new 
smaller lots and destroyed the native trees and vegetation, 
the backyard fell silent as the Pallid Cuckoo, together 
with most of the other birds, became locally extinct in Mt 
Pleasant.

However at places like North Lake and in the immediate 
semi-rural areas surrounding the metropolitan area the 
Pallid Cuckoo was still a common bird. For example it 
was always heard and seen calling at The Vines Golf and 
Country Club in Ellenbrook where I play golf. However a 
few years ago I noticed the Pallid Cuckoo was becoming 
less common there and in other areas. 

In 2019 I again was looking forward to hearing the 
distinctive call of the Pallid Cuckoo in the winter and early 
spring but for the first time in my life of 64 years it never 
appeared. The cuckoo was not seen and its call was never 
heard by myself during the winter and spring. It was my 
silent spring moment from the famous Rachel Carson book.

At a similar time I came across an article that said that 
the Common Cuckoo that visits the UK had suffered a 
population decline of 70% in recent times. I would not be 
surprised that a similar reduction in numbers has occurred 
for the Pallid Cuckoo in WA. 

Another bird that I have estimated has declined by at 
least 70% in the SW region of WA in the past thirty years 
is the Sacred Kingfisher. It has gone from a very common 
migrant to a relatively uncommon bird. For example two 
or three pairs would always breed at North Lake up until 
the mid -nineteen nineties but now you are lucky to spot 
a single kingfisher there during the spring and summer 
period. I am aware that the historical nesting holes at 
North Lake and other sites still exist, but now they are all 
covered in cobwebs. 

I noticed when breeding at North Lake, the Fence Skink 
was the major prey fed to the kingfisher nestlings. Perhaps 
the insects that this skink lived on have crashed, and 
hence so have the skinks and thus there is insufficient 
biodiversity to support the breeding by the kingfishers. 

Typically four young kingfishers would leave the nesting 
holes at North Lake. I observed a successful nesting effort 
near the Helena River this season, but only two young left 
the nest. They left the nest approximately two weeks later 
than when the kingfishers bred at North Lake. So possibly 
even when a pair does breed successfully, the number of 
kingfishers fledged is significantly less. 
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A similar decline has occurred with the Rainbow Bee-
eater. It was formerly a very common breeding bird at 
many places like North Lake and Heathcote (Applecross), 
but now they no longer successfully breed there. Up until 
the late 1990s it even bred in Mt Pleasant suburbia. I can 
remember breeding occurred there in a vacant lot and 
another, perhaps embarrassingly for the owner, in the front 
yard, as the owner had neglected to water and care for the 
lawn and it had turned into a sandy waste area.

At North Lake the main food that it preferred to give to its 
nestlings was dragonflies. As some of the nestlings do not 
leave the tunnels until late January, in recent times the 
very low water levels or almost dry lake conditions may 
have caused the dragonfly population to crash, whereby 
the adults cannot catch enough dragonflies to sustain their 
young. 

I am aware that around the world the biomass of 
insectivore life has crashed due to habitat loss, modern 
farming practices, reduced lake and river water levels, 
pesticides, fumigating and poisoning, pollution, wild 
fires and other man-made causes. From my personal 
observations over the past thirty five years such a 
catastrophe is occurring in the SW region of WA.

It is sad to think that this decline in our birds is possibly 
not likely to cease. I feel saddened for the next generation 
of birders that will no longer have memories of a male 
Pallid Cuckoo calling in their backyard or during their golf 
swing, or having to share their swimming pool with a 
Sacred Kingfisher or not being bedazzled by the sight of 
a gaudy Rainbow Bee-eater when walking around their 
neighbourhood.

Wynton Maddeford

SHOREBIRDS AT POINT MOORE AND 
SEPARATION POINT, GERALDTON, 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

The Point Moore (28˚ 46' 51” S, 114˚ 34' 38” E) and 
Separation Point (28˚ 47' 32” S, 114˚ 35' 56” E) 
foreshores are located 3 km from the city centre of 
Geraldton (Fig. 1). Point Moore is easily found near 
the local lighthouse which dates from 1878. The 
point extends out into the Indian Ocean and has a 
reef off the northern corner.

The large accumulation of seaweed on the beaches 
at Point Moore and Separation Point make them 
attractive to shorebirds, especially over summer 
and early autumn (Singor 2018). Though surveyed 
as two separate sites, the beaches form a 
continuous part of the coastline. 

At Point Moore a shorebird survey was carried out 
in February 2017 and another 81 between October 
2017 and January 2020. Counts were conducted 
on at least a fortnightly or monthly basis with the 
survey frequency increasing over the summer 
period. The months June 2018 and August 2019 
were not covered. 

At Separation Point 54 shorebird surveys were 
conducted between April 2018 and January 2020. These 
were conducted on at least a fortnightly or monthly basis 
with the survey frequency increasing over the summer 
period. The months June 2018, August 2018, September 
2018 and August 2019 were not covered. 

These surveys provided information on the usage of the 

sites by shorebirds. 

Beach wrack

The banks of seaweed at Point Moore and Separation Point 
provide important food resources to shorebirds. Peak 
accumulation takes place each year at the time shorebirds 
are building up their reserves prior to their migration 
north. In 2018, the autumn and winter storms washed 
all the seaweed away and by May 2018 the beaches at 
Point Moore and Separation Point were completely bare of 
wrack. The winter weather also caused considerable beach 
erosion. 

At Point Moore the high tides extended right up the tracks 
leading down to the beach, preventing access to the 
beach. Both beaches were still free of wrack in July 2018. 
Towards the end of August 2018 seaweed build up started 
along the full length of the beach. There was some sand 
build up at the lighthouse end of the beach where it was 
wider than usual. Around the northern tip the beach was 
still substantially narrower. Pockets of seaweed washed 
up during the months October, November and December 
though these were not lasting. The large seaweed banks 
that were several feet thick accumulated later. Beach 
wrack was most prolific during the months January to 
April.

At Separation Point beach wrack accumulated earlier 
than Point Moore. There were banks of seaweed at the 
southern end from early November 2018 and late October 
2019 onwards Shorebirds showed up earlier at Separation 
Point than at Point Moore in 2018 and 2019. The beach 
wrack deposits are subject to changes in formation and 
depth. They can be found as long weed banks, clumps or 
scattered wrack patches.

On 16 November 2019 the beach wrack at Point Moore 
consisted of a wrack band, 1.2 metres high at the ocean, 3 
metres wide and 80 metres long. At the end of December 
2019, the beach wrack at Point Moore and Separation 
Point had changed into scattered weed clumps 2 metres in 
diameter and 1.2 metres high. 

Figure 1 Separation Point, Geraldton

The high banks of seaweed have an additional conservation 
benefit as they act as structural barriers to four-wheel 
drive vehicles driving on the beach, and dogs. They 
provide shelter for shorebirds against strong winds and 
bad weather. Shorebirds are seen roosting in sections of 
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the weed banks that are hard to access as some parts are 
unstable and do not support any weight.

Results 

At the combined sites twelve migratory shorebird species 
and six Australian breeding shorebird species were 
sighted (Table 1). Although the pattern varied year to 
year, few species were recorded in June to September, 
and maximum numbers of species were recorded in 
November to May (Table 1). The sites are adjacent to 
each other and there is an interchange of shorebirds 
between the locations.(Table 1). Species with the highest 
numbers of individuals were Ruddy Turnstone, Red-necked 
Stint, Sanderling and Red-capped Plover (Table 2). Other 
shorebird species were seen occasionally or for short 
periods. Ruddy Turnstone (Figure 1) and Red-capped 
Plover numbers were the highest during the months 
February to April. The peak transit period for Sanderling 
was during April. Shorebird feeding was noticeably more 
frenzied when observed in April.

Red-capped Plovers are the main Australian breeding 
shorebird to inhabit the beaches at Point Moore and 
Separation Point and are most prevalent from January to 
April. These were likely birds moving to the coast from 
inland wetlands that were drying out.

In early March some Ruddy Turnstones were showing 
partial breeding plumage as were Red-necked Stint and 
Great Knot in April.

Discussion

The shorebirds observed at Point Moore and Separation 
Point appear to be attracted to the large volume of beach 
wrack that washes ashore. When beach wrack breaks down 
through the action of bacteria, fungi and other microbes 

this matter, as well as the microbes themselves, becomes 
food for detritivores. These include amphipods (often 
known as sand hoppers), copepods, worms and fly larvae 
(i.e. maggots) which together provide an abundant food 
supply for shorebirds (Payne and Hyndes 2013).

The build-up of the extensive seaweed banks along 
the beaches coincides with the pre-departure period 
for migratory shorebirds and provides them with an 
opportunity to build up reserves before migrating north. 
The seaweed banks play an important role for migrating 
shorebirds along the Western Australia coastline (Singor 
2018).  

The shorebirds preferred spots, at both sites, where wrack 
had built up on the gentle slope adjacent to the reefs. 
Point Moore and Separation Point both have reefs off 
shore. 

At Point Moore, Red-capped Plover and other shorebirds 
were largely absent from May 2018 to December 2018. 
The seaweed banks at Separation Point build up earlier 
and remain longer than at Point Moore possibly due to sea 
currents and wind direction. As a consequence shorebirds 
are present at Separation Point for longer.

Both sites are subject to a high level of human disturbance 
during the migratory shorebird season. Large numbers of 
four-wheel drive vehicles can be found on the beaches as 
well as people with dogs, kite surfers, wind surfers and 
reef fishermen. As an example, on 21 December 2019 the 
beach traffic involved 36 vehicles at Point Moore. These 
locations would benefit from some access restrictions in 
regards to vehicles and pets during the peak migration 
season. 

Donations to
BirdLife Western Australia

The Western Australian Branch is aiming to be in the financial position to support conservation work 
through projects, particularly aimed at threatened species. With the decline in government funding, support 
for this work through donations and bequests is one way this aim can be realised in the future.

Tax deductible donations specifically for BirdLife Western Australia can be made to BirdLife Western Australia 
through our office at Peregrine House. A tax deductible receipt will be issued.

If the donation is being made as a direct deposit in the BirdLife Western Australia bank account, it is 
important to signify who it is from and that it is specifically for BirdLife Western Australia. Donations will then 
be held in a separate account so that they can be accounted for through the national office each year in 
accordance with the Federal Taxation Department requirements.

Such donations, unless specified by the donor for a particular purpose, will be used to assist in meeting the 
objectives of the organisation. 

If you have decided to make a lasting legacy to BirdLife Australia in your Will, contact Bequests Officer Ralf 
Sternad on 03 9347 0757 for a confidential discussion on your options, including any specific requests (e.g. 
support for black cockatoos in WA).

Viv Read 
Chair
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Table 1. Monthly occurrence of shorebird species at Point Moore and Separation Point, 2017-2020
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Transcontinental migrants

Grey Plover Point Moore X X X X X X

Separation Pt. X X X X X X

Pacific Golden 
Plover Point Moore

Separation Pt. X

Greater Sand 
Plover Point Moore X

Separation Pt.

Eastern 
Curlew Point Moore X

Separation Pt.

Ruddy 
Turnstone Point Moore X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

 Separation Pt. X X X X X X X X X X X X

Red Knot Point Moore

 Separation Pt. X X

Great Knot Point Moore X X

 Separation Pt. X

Sharp-tailed 
Sandpiper Point Moore X

 Separation Pt.

Red-necked 
Stint Point Moore X X X X X X X X

 Separation Pt. X X X X X X X X X X X

Sanderling Point Moore X X X X X X X X X X X X

 Separation Pt. X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Common 
Sandpiper Point Moore X X X

 Separation Pt. X X X

Grey-tailed 
Tattler Point Moore X X X

 Separation Pt. X X X

Australian-breeding shorebirds

Australian Pied 
Oystercatcher Point Moore X

 Separation Pt. X X

Sooty 
Oystercatcher Point Moore X

 Separation Pt.

Pied Stilt Point Moore

 Separation Pt. X

Red-capped 
Plover Point Moore X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

 Separation Pt. X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Hooded Plover Point Moore

 Separation Pt. X

Inland 
Dotterel Point Moore X

 Separation Pt.

Number of 
species Point Moore 4 1 1 4 2 6 5 5 2 2 1 3 7 6 7 2 2 2 3 6 4

 Separation Pt. 3 3 2 5 5 4 5 3 7 6 5 3 8 4 5

Members’ contributions, ctd



Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 173 March 2020 Page 27

Members’ contributions, ctd

 

0 

10 

20 

30 

40 

50 

60 

Nu
m

be
r o

f b
ird

s 

Acknowledgements 

We acknowledge Mike Clarke, Mike Lawrie, Pauline Winrow, Jaye Allen and Ann Gunness who contributed their shorebird 
observations. We thank Greg Harewood for producing the map.

References 

Singor. M. (2018). Seaweed and shorebirds in Western Australia. Tattler 47, 13.

Payne. M. and Hyndes. G. (2013). An information sheet about beach wrack on the central-west coast of Western 
Australia. (Northern Agricultural Catchments Council: Geraldton.)

Alice Bishop, Linda Giblett and Marcus Singor

Table 2. Maximum shorebird numbers at Point Moore and
 Separation Point, 2017-2020.

Species Scientific Name Point 
Moore

Separation 
Point

Transcontinental migrants 

Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola 1 6

Pacific Golden Plover Pluvialis fulva 1

Greater Sand Plover Charadrius leschenaultii 1

Eastern Curlew Numenius 
madagascariensis

1

Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres 57 56

Great Knot Calidris tenuirostris 2 2

Red Knot Calidris canutus 9

Sharp-tailed 
Sandpiper

Calidris acuminata 1

Red-necked Stint Calidris ruficollis 19 42

Sanderling Calidris alba 88 50

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 4 2

Grey-tailed Tattler Heteroscelus brevipes 1 3

Australian-breeding shorebirds

Australian Pied 
Oystercatcher

Haematopus longirostris 2 4

Sooty Oystercatcher Haematopus fuliginosus 1

Pied Stilt Himantopus leucocephalus 1

Red-capped Plover Charadrius ruficapillus 44 59

Hooded Plover Thinornis cucullatus 1

Inland Dotterel Charadrius australis 1

Figure 2 Patterns of abundance of Ruddy Turnstones at Point 
Moore and Separation Point, 2017-2020.

THE GREAT COCKY COUNT (GCC) IS ON SUNDAY 
APRIL 5 AT SUNSET!

Registrations are open until March 15 at https://forms.gle/
H4skzKN1a5omXhwY8 

The GCC is an annual census of Black-Cockatoos throughout the 
southwest of Australia. It provides important data on night roost 
locations and population trends for these threatened birds. No 

experience is necessary and the survey takes approximately two 
hours to complete. We hope you can help us out by registering for 

this valuable citizen science project.

Adam Peck

Carnaby's Black-Cockatoo Project Coordinator
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Pheasant Coucal Range Expansion

The Pheasant Coucal is widespread in Australia from 
north and east Pilbara in Western Australia to south east 
New South Wales, where it is recorded as far south as 
Jervis Bay and with unconfirmed records from a couple of 
locations in Victoria (Higgins 1999). There are also a few 
historical records from the Ashburton-Gascoyne regions 
(Johnstone et al. 2013). Thomas Carter collected a single 
specimen at Minilya Station in 1887 (and said that the 
species "occurs sparingly on the Ashburton River" (Carter 
1903) and Angus Robertson saw a coucal "25 miles north 
of the Barlee Range at Hardey Junction" in about 1930 
(Robinson 1939).

Its habitat is variable although areas around wetlands, 
low lying moist areas and riparian vegetation seem to be 
favoured. But it is also found in open forests and woodland 
usually dominated by eucalypts but also acacia, banksias 
and paperbark, with an understory of long grass and 
other rank vegetation, infrequent on grassy islands or 
exposed treeless grasslands. Two subspecies are generally 
recognised as occurring in Australia: phasianinus, in 
coastal and sub coastal eastern Australia, from Burdekin 
lowlands to Sydney, and melanurus in coastal north 
Australia, from Pilbara through the Kimberley and Top End 
to Cape York Peninsula on the east coast where it occurs 
as far south as the Burdeken River. 

Status in the Pilbara

In contrast to the treatments referred to above, 
Johnstone and Storr (1998) tentatively recognise the 
Pilbara population as a large sub-species C. p. highami. 
They described it as formerly moderately common, now 
uncommon, occurring in ones and twos. 

New Record

On 1st August when at Chinaman Pool to check a pair of 
grebe for breeding activity I thought may be imminent 
I heard a call that I couldn’t put a name to although it 
was familiar to me and I knew I had heard it before. As 
there were no grebes present I decided to go look for 
the calling bird. Calls were infrequent and when nearing 
the proximity of the last call heard there was a call from 
a different direction; it seemed the bird was on the 
move and not very far away. As I moved nearer I was 
confronted by a number of excited birds, mostly White-
plumed Honeyeaters and Yellow-throated Miners but also 
a couple of Pied Butcherbirds. I was trying to figure out 
what the excitement was when a large bird took flight 
from the ground ahead. I knew the bird instinctively; this 
had been the cause of all the fuss, and as the bird flew 
the butcherbird was in hot pursuit. I was agog—it was a 
Pheasant Coucal and probably the largest I had ever seen. 
The coucal flew into the canopy of a river gum but soon 
disappeared from sight as it was set upon by excited birds 
of other species. I never did get to see it again that day 
but I went back the following day armed with camera, 
hoping to get photos. Unfortunately this was not to be; 
calls were again heard but they all came from Water 
Supply Island that forms the northern bank of Chinaman 
Pool, and the water level was also high at that time so 
there was no crossing over. The following day I did venture 
onto this island, through a long walk round the eastern 
end of the water body, but my search was fruitless. I 
thought I heard a call or two but they were very distant 
and coming from the west.

Many days passed before I heard calls again. I was near 
the sewage farm and the calls seemed to come from the 
west end of Water Supply Island. On 24th August, again I 
went with camera in search of this calling bird. The terrain 

on the island was undulating and the vegetation generally 
dense which took some effort to negotiate. However, 
beyond this dense line of vegetation there was a large 
area of grassland with sparse bushes and gum trees that 
graded into heavier stands of gums in a lower area or 
creek line. There was quite a bit of bird life, mostly Rufous 
Songlarks and almost all indicating breeding activity but no 
sign or sounds of the one I was looking for. I contented my 
soul taking a few photos of a Black-shouldered Kite which 
I also thought might be nesting as there was another 
seen hovering over the open country. Some movement 
caught my eye—"what was that?" A dark bird, probably a 
crow, but I needed to see something to be sure. I walked 
in the direction I had seen movement. If it had been a 
crow it would fly away, as crows generally are not easily 
approached. I saw nothing; no crow flew off. Had it flown 
earlier and I missed it? Musing what it might have been 
while continuing on, movement again caught my eye, and 
yes it was a coucal! It had flown from near ground level 
up into the canopy of a gum. I could barely contain my 
excitement. The bird was moving around amid the leaves 
but it hadn’t flown away, me moving around trying to get 
some semblance of a clear shot. It soon became apparent 
this bird wasn’t happy with my presence as it was emitting 
loud hissing sounds, sometimes spreading wings and tail 
slightly, giving these feathers a pointed or spiky look. I 
looked back to the area I had seen the bird come from, 
and noticed there appeared to be some form of structure. 
Was this the likes of a 'boweri as bowerbirds use for 
display? Perhaps a nest. I took a closer look and again it 
was obvious this bird wasn’t happy; I had to go. I found 
I knew very little about this species, so many questions I 
couldn’t answer. When I got home I did a bit of research 
and decided that what I had seen was indeed a nest. What 
a revelation—as there was a nest, surely there must be 
two birds.

The nest

The nest was approximately 800 cm from the ground 
and constructed within the multiple stems of a wattle 
Acacia synchronicea. Rank grass grew through and around 
this wattle. The nest, an elongated, somewhat tubular 
structure open at both ends, appeared to be constructed 
entirely of gum leaf sprigs though some of the rank grass 
was likely incorporated into the lower portion. The nest 
was orientated roughly east/west and all gum leaves were 
dry when the nest was first located, indicating it had been 
built for some time.

Egg laying

I visited the area again on 30th August at approximately 
4.30pm. Viewed from the more open area to the east 
the nest was visibly more open ended and as there was 
no bird present I took a closer look from the ‘entrance 
end’ (west) and four white eggs could be seen. An adult 
was later seen to fly in the direction of the nest. Closer 
inspection showed a bird incubating, with its long tail 
extending from the entrance. 

Incubation

Incubation time is said to be 15 days from the laying 
of the last egg and some controversy surrounds the 
incubator, said to be incubated by the male only in 
captivity though other sources say both sexes incubate. 
My visitation was infrequent and though a bird was seen to 
be incubating on 30th August I wasn’t able to determine 
the gender.

I visited this nest again on 16th September with the view 
of finding out if young had hatched. There was no bird 
incubating. Looking into the nest I could see dark skin with 
white, stiff hair like feathers (trichoptiles). The number of 
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young could not be determined. Adults hadn’t been far 
away and again I was subjected to their displeasure.

I was able to visit the area again on 1st October at which 
time the nest was looking dilapidated and inspection 
showed it to be empty though adults could be heard 
calling. Short click-like alarm calls were also heard, so 
they were aware of my presence. One of the adults was 
seen foraging on the ground at same location on two 
occasions, giving rise to the suspicion that young were 
in that area though no young were ever seen out of the 
nest. Provisioning was believed to be occurring when the 
male was flushed from foraging quite a distance from the 
nest site. It flew toward the nest and a short time later 
flew back in same direction it had been flushed from. 
Some time elapsed before returning, this time with a large 
lizard in its bill. The following day the birds had changed 
location, having moved about 100 m further east, where 
both adults were seen perched high in the limbs of a dead 
gum tree. Provisioning of a lizard was seen again on 7th 
September.

Parents are said to drive the young from their territory 
at 65-70 days after fledging from nest. I went searching 
without success for any signs of young on 15th November 
when I returned after a visit to Perth.

During our first spate of hot weather the adult coucals 
could be heard at the western end of Chinaman Pool and 
were moving further eastward on the island in increments 
of approximately 100 m daily till reaching approximately 
mid way whereby they took up residence on the south 
bank. It is assumed these birds had moved to take 
advantage of the cooling effect from the water body. I 
remember one morning hearing one calling from my front 
yard, but this was a 'one off'. There was a stiff northerly 
blowing, which would have aided the carry of the calls, 
but it made me suspect there were changes afoot. I went 
looking for these birds a few days later and failed to find 
one, not a sight nor sound, however I learned that one 
had been in this area only the day before. Another local 
photographer and bird enthusiast had photographs, it was 
the female.

Recently while lying on river sands to photograph waders I 
heard a coucal call from the south bank adjacent to where 
I lay. Subsequent calls heard were moving westward, and 
the last heard I estimated to be 500 m from me.

Discussion

The Pheasant Coucal is said to be sedentary. Most 
observations are obviously from more populated areas, 
with some local movements in the non-breeding season 
but the species also changes in seasonality, seasonal 
absence or variation in numbers. There is also a factor 
of seasonal conspicuousness, being a species of skulking 
nature.

The flight is described as ‘heavy and laboured’ though it 
seems apparent to me that the species is quite capable 
of sustained, long distance flight. It has been recorded 
on Ashmore Reef which is some 610 km north of Broome 
or 300 km off the Kimberley coast. This may have been 
achieved by island hopping but still requires long bouts of 
flight.

This would equate to a similar distance these birds would 
have had to travel to reach Carnarvon, assuming that 
the nearest population would be somewhere south of the 
Ashburton River, a minimum distance of 350-400 km. Of 
course this would be just as easily achieved over land with 
the ability to land to rest and or feed. Suitable habitat still 
exists closer to Carnarvon, this around Minilya (area of 
historical record, about 120 km NE of Carnarvon), Menara 

and Barrabiddy Creeks. Perhaps a viable population still 
exists there somewhere, though this is not likely although 
there is certainly a dearth of observers in that area. 

Further to this record in Carnarvon, I learnt that this 
species has also been sighted and photographed in 
Telfer. While attending the BirdLife Australia Photographic 
Conference in Fremantle in September I saw photos 
taken by Gary Meredith of a bird in breeding plumage. 
On speaking with him and encouraging him to record the 
sighting in Birdata, conversation touched on their call, 
and from his description he had only heard the bird's 
harsh scolding calls. This suggested to me that this bird 
also had a nest in vicinity. I had also seen a photo on a 
website I regularly visited, posted by another employee 
at Telfer mine site, although this bird appeared to be in 
non-breeding plumage. I made contact with him and he 
told me it was just showing the first signs of plumage 
change. From memory I think he said the photo was taken 
on 17th June. I don’t know the date of Gary’s photos, 
but presumably these were of the same pair that were 
possibly breeding. I'm not familiar with vegetation aspects 
of the countryside in that location but I am aware there 
is water on site, such as a tailings dam. I was also told 
that a bird was regularly seen among palms outside the 
bar area, a probable nesting site. I have also seen a photo 
taken of this species at Karijini, but this area far more 
conducive to likely presence.

I have had cause to wonder what area a bird may require 
to sustain itself and find that population densities vary 
considerably but all those listed are either from Northern 
Territory or Queensland. The lowest given was one bird 
per hectare on the Lockhart River, Queensland. I make 
the assumption that the more arid the area, the larger the 
area they need. If there were young birds surviving after 
being driven from their natal territory I wonder how far 
they may have to roam to find suitable territory of their 
own. Indeed it would seem there might be enough habitat 
here locally though the availability of a sustainable food 
supply may not be present, at least not all year round. 
Perhaps this is more the reason for the movements of the 
adult birds, as there would be plenty of competition from 
other birds such as Blue-winged Kookaburra and Pied 
Butcherbird feeding on same or similar food items.

It is hoped that this pair successfully raised a full brood 
and that they have all survived. I hope we retain this 
species locally to boost the southern population and 
its chances of survival in a hotter and generally drier 
environment.
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BIRD WALKS AT STIRLING 
RANGE RETREAT 2020

The owners of the Stirling Range Retreat, Virginia and 
Darren, have requested that BirdLife Western Australia 
volunteers lead walks at Stirling Range Retreat again 
this year as we have done in the past. Each volunteer 
would spend one week leading daily dawn (8a.m.) and 
afternoon (3p.m.) bird walks during Spring 2020. After the 
devastating fires in the National Park we have an excellent 
opportunity to support the Retreat.

The walks this year will commence on Saturday 29th August 
(the first volunteer arrives on Friday 28th August) and 
conclude after the 8am morning walk on Saturday 31st 
October 2020 .

Again the walks will be conducted on well-pounded 
kangaroo trails, within the Retreat precinct and in the 
adjacent 50 acres of woodland north of the Retreat. The 
terrain is flat and the walks are very easily negotiated.

We would also expect to conduct evening talks at 7pm 
on Monday, Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday that 
are illustrated with a Power Point presentation of bird 
photographs and accompanying bird calls. The computer 
and projector will be available pre-loaded with the necessary 
software for the duration of the program.

Accommodation arrangements in 2020 will be as follows:

The leaders and their partners will be offered a 50% tariff 
on cabin accommodation.

• For those people who will be using their own caravan 
for accommodation a tariff free powered site will be 
available.

• 100% of all walk and talk fees will be donated to 
BirdLife Western Australia. Note: during Spring 2019 
BirdLife volunteers raised more than $3300.00 from 
the walks and Power Point presentations.

• When available, leaders are invited to join the 9am 
Hidden Treasures Orchid and Wildflower Tour as guests 
of the Retreat.

All weeks are still available to volunteers who would like to 
take part in the program and weeks will be allocated on a 
first come, first served basis.

For further details please contact Clive Nealon

livenealon@bigpond.com 

or

by phone at 9448-5921  or  0402 009 462

Notices

GREAT WESTERN WOODLANDS
Planned surveys for autumn in the Great Western Woodlands 

March/April and May 2020.

“The Woodlands are calling me and I must go”.

We are planning to do the following surveys this autumn and 
need volunteer leaders and surveyors plus at least two 4x4 
vehicles for each survey. Parts of some of these areas may 

have been affected by the fires so it is important we find out 
how this has affected the birds.

Survey dates:

March 30 - April 5 - Credo, maybe returning via the 
Wheatbelt for surveys of this new area.

April 21 - 27 - Frank Hann/Peak Charles.  An interesting 
area north east of Lake King.

May 10 - 16 - Dundas.  This survey route follows the 
historic Old Telegraph track south of the Eyre Highway.

We are looking for birders comfortable with identifying 
birds of this area and who have the appropriate vehicles 
and all equipment necessary to be completely self-
sufficient camping in the outback, including carrying 
water. Locations are remote.

Fifty of our surveyors surveyed 940 individual sites in eight 
out of the nine survey areas in 2019, which was a fantastic 

effort! Our aim this year will be to better these figures! 

Contact the Co-ordinators at gww@birdlife.org.au
.

New WA members
Birdlife WA New Members 6 November 

2019 to 31 January 2020

Janice Ahearn
Kim Anderson

John Booth
Marion Breen
Celia Cornwell

Chantal Corthals
Drew Davison
Brian Harris
Peter Higgins
Yvette Jones
Chris Laird

Tania Meuzelaar
Maggie Orum

Ella Peaty
Christopher Punter

Bill Richmond
Liz Skret

Catherine Spaggiari
David Thompson
Erica Thompson
David Tomasi

Brenda Vernon
Michelle Watson
Diana Zalanowski
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Attention Photographers!
Photographic submissions for the 2021 BirdLife 

WA calendar are now open.

Would you like one of your bird photographs to 
appear in the 2021 BirdLife WA calendar?

You can only submit five photographs and 
they must be of bird species native to Western 

Australia.

Photographs must be submitted as a square crop 
with a minimum size of 21.6 cm x 21.6 cm at 

300 dpi or 2555 x 2555 pixels.

Please contact Robyn Pickering 
pickeringrobyn29@yahoo.com for the full 

selection criteria.

The final date for photographic submissions is 
15 June 2020.

Notices, ctd

The Great Western Woodlands Committee is looking for volunteer leaders and 
surveyors

Do you like the great outdoors and enjoy birding?

We are looking for more surveyors. So if you have been a surveyor in the past and haven’t been out 
in the woodlands for a while, now is the time to dust off your gear and join us. Why not think of 

leading a survey?

• Most of the administration work will be done for you by the Coordinators. 
• You will be supplied with a 'Sat phone', extra GPS units if necessary and any permissions needed.
• All that our volunteer leaders need to do is fix a meeting place, organise the surveyors into 

suitable groups per vehicle and decide what sites are to be done each day. 
• Suitable campsites are suggested in the information you will be given.
• Safety is an important aspect which is covered in the information packs given to each participant.
• At the end of the survey a report should be returned with a total bird count and details of any 

flowering and fruiting. 

GWW coordinators are also looking for help in the office for dealing with emails and mailing out 
information packs, publicity and keeping spreadsheets up to date. 

For further information contact the Coordinators at gww@birdlife.org.au .
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ALBANY BRANCH
KAMBALLUP NATURE RESERVE / SYRED 12 NOVEMBER – WILSON INLET / DENMARK RIVER
We started our outing at the Prawn Rock Channel end of Wilson Inlet. With water levels in the inlet still quite high 
due to the non-opening of the sand bar the walk track turned out to be rather soggy in places. We paid a visit 
to the fenced off bird protection area and saw several Red-capped Plovers. Apart from a small number of Pied 
Stilts and Australian Pied Oystercatchers there were only a handful of distant migratory shorebirds. After morning 
tea we made our way to the Denmark River where we encountered a wide variety of bushbirds and some of us 
had good views of Spotted Pardalote, Gilbert's Honeyeater, Golden Whistler and Splendid Fairy-wren. Waterbirds 
included the usual assortment of cormorants, ducks, coots and pelicans.

Anne Bondin

10 DECEMBER LAKE SEPPINGS / EMU POINT

Due to a number of recent car break-ins at the Lake Seppings Bird Walk car park we decided to meet at the 
parking area on the opposite side of the lake. We recorded 48 species on our walk around Lake Seppings including 
Pink-eared Duck, Australasian Shoveler, White-necked Heron, a large number of Hoary-headed Grebes and Buff-
banded Rail. We continued on to Emu Point where we visited the mudflats after morning tea. We found a small 
number of Red-capped Plovers and Red-necked Stints as well as a few Australian Pied Oystercatchers. Several 
Little Grassbirds were calling nearby but we failed to see them. We were more successful spotting a Southern 
Emu-wren in the samphire. With Christmas lunch waiting we opted to cut short our visit to the mudflats short and 
indulged in the tasty goodies instead. 

Anne Bondin

21 JANUARY – RUSHY POINT / BIBBULMUN TRACK
We were met by howling south-westerly winds when we arrived at Rushy Point and only a handful of stalwarts had 
turned up for the outing. It was next to impossible to keep the spotting scope steady and any attempts to identify 
the more distant shorebirds failed. Luckily a few Pacific Golden Plovers were sheltering close by, allowing us good 
views. A flock of Crested Terns including a number of immature birds had also deemed it wiser to stay on the 
beach and gave us an opportunity to compare adult and young birds. Before long heavy drizzle swept across the 
harbour and we retreated to the sheltered veranda of a member living nearby. Once it started to clear up we went 
for a walk along the Bibbulmun Track which offered more shelter and gave us the chance to test our skills trying 
to identify bushbirds by their calls. With the wind easing off we made a second attempt to look at shorebirds, 
and while most birds still were a long way out, we did manage to identify several Grey Plovers, a few Common 
Greenshanks and what we believed to be two Grey-tailed Tattlers. We were surprised that our tally for the day had 
reached 35.

Anne Bondin

In celebration of World Wetlands Day the local group also organised a guided walk around Lake Seppings on 2 
February.

UPCOMING OUTINGS 
Excursions will take place on Tuesday, 10 March, 14 April and 12 May. More details about destinations, where 
to meet etc. will be made available on E-news. You can also check the Albany Bird Group's website http://sites.
google.com/site/albanybirds/Home and Facebook page. Excursion leader will be Anne Bondin (albanybirds@
hotmail.com). Feel free to get in touch for further information.

SOUTH COAST FESTIVAL OF BIRDS AND BIODIVERSITY
BirdLife and GreenSkills have teamed up again and organised a wide variety of events throughout the month of 
March. For more details please visit the festival website: https://birdfestival.greenskills.org.au/

CAPE TO CAPE BIRD GROUP
All excursions are advertised in the Cape to Cape Bird Group newsletter (see publications on the BirdLife WA 
website) and may be advertised on BirdLife WA E-news and are for BirdLife Australia members, supporters and 
the general public.
Ensure you are on the list to receive information for monthly seabird trips.
For details of any activities please contact: Christine Wilder at cwilderone@yahoo.com.au
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EXCURSION REPORTS

INVESTIGATIONS OF HAMELIN ISLAND AND WEST OF HAMELIN, 9 NOVEMBER
This trip was destined to be an interesting exploration as regular observations of seabirds off Hamelin are not 
well documented and birds are most often seen by local fishers. Planning seabird trips around the local weather 
can be tricky. The ten-day forecast does give some indication of what to expect. Wind and swell play a big part in 
how each trip goes. On arrival the wind was offshore, unpleasant at 27 knots instead of the predicted 10 knots, 
meaning the ocean was very choppy, however but it eased off as participants were ferried by small tender to 
‘Diversion’.

We made a slow exit out of the bay, around the northern end of Hamelin Island, to observe the known Osprey 
nest on one of the limestone stacks. There was an adult bird on the nest, then it flew, and was joined by a second 
bird. An unidentified shorebird, possibly an oystercatcher, was on the edge of the shore below the nest. Pied 
Cormorants were roosting on a small islet (Mushroom Rock) and terns and gulls on a long granite rock west of the 
island (Whale Rock).

With twelve on board, including local and other birders from Perth, Bunbury and Northcliffe, we headed directly 
west into open ocean, conditions by then comfortable, with quite a few photographers at the bow on the lookout 
for seabirds and whales. A Humpback mother and calf were seen to the north, travelling south.

As usual the shearwaters were first to appear, and once a couple circled the boat, then albatrosses too started to 
fly in. The shearwaters looked to be mostly Wedge-tailed Shearwaters at first, but later identified as Flesh-footed, 
and there were two species of albatross – Shy and Indian Yellow-nosed. The Shy Albatross is an impressive 
bird when seen right by the boat and we saw a good number of immatures. Near the end of the trip three Shy 
Albatrosses were sitting on the water, with one large bird feeding on a cuttlefish, pulling with its bill in jerky 
movements, with wings up and spread out, a very unusual sight. It was guarding the food and the other two 
weren’t allowed to share it. There were Pacific Gulls too and we spotted about twenty darker brownish terns, all 
Bridled Terns, diving on a fish school in a small area further away. A second group of similar numbers was seen 
further west. A Brown Skua flew off ahead of us and Australasian Gannets were flying, with one sitting on the 
water. It was spectacular to see flying fish (a total of three) leaping out of the ocean and appearing to ‘fly’ through 
the air.

Skipper Dave Muller’s intention was to travel west to reach deeper water and we reached an ocean depth of 80-
100 metres, eventually travelling a total of thirty nautical miles for the trip, with a maximum distance west of ten 
nautical miles, with some zig-zagging to the south when we located birds sitting on the water.

Thanks to Ian, Brad, Fran, Blake, Wendy and Georgia for their photographs and to Ian Wiese and David Mills for 
their scrutiny of photos to ensure positive identifications. Each trip out is totally different and I thank Dave Muller 
and Blake Muller for another brilliant day out on the water.

Christine Wilder

BIRDBLITZ WALK, FOUL BAY LIGHTHOUSE AND COSY CORNER, 23 NOVEMBER
After some parking shuffling and talk with a tour busload of Cape to Cape walkers, the six birders started along 
the good, gated, four-wheel drive track to the Foul Bay lighthouse.

Early sightings near the car park included two Wedge-tailed Eagles, a Grey Currawong, a White-breasted Robin 
and a Common Bronzewing. The persistent call of a Golden Whistler, and partner, accompanied us for the first 
stretch, although the dense 'peppy' scrub made seeing them difficult. Other small birds, several species of 
honeyeaters and wrens, were also elusive in the dense vegetation, being identified by their calls by those with 
good ears and experience. Red Wattlebirds were obvious, and a small brown bird was seen on the track, thought 
to be an Australasian Pipit, was seen on the track. A light wind, not providing lift on the coastal slopes, meant 
there weren’t any raptors seen on the walk. The higher part of the track provided some excellent views of the 
coast, enjoyed by photographers, before returning to the cars, again accompanied by the Golden Whistlers near 
the road end.

We then moved to the Cosy Corner carpark, to sit in shelter from the now freshening breeze for 'smoko'. A flypast 
by an Osprey, interrupted by the Westpac patrol helicopter, was the high point, as was the graceful soaring of 
Pacific Gulls. Later, on the beach there was discussion about three gulls flying over that appeared uniformly 
smaller than the adult Pacific Gull with them. Several Bridled Terns were also seen flying between the islets.

That concluded the last BirdBlitz walk on the Cape to Cape Track for the year and a morning that was enjoyed by 
all present. A total of 15 bird species was seen on the actual track, with a further eight species (plus Silvereyes) 
seen at Cosy Corner.

Roger Crabtree
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INVESTIGATIONS OF HAMELIN ISLAND AND 
WEST OF HAMELIN, 8 DECEMBER
The last trip out for 2019, advertised as the ‘Cosy 
Corner Christmas Cruise’, was to travel south and west 
of Hamelin Bay. Relying on the ten-day long-range 
weather report to schedule this trip was a gamble, 
especially as the swell changed completely on the day – 
sunny (irrelevant), wind gentle, with rough swell when 
passing by the island to open water – meaning we 
were unable to reach Cosy Corner or take advantage of 
birding from the bow, due to the south-westerly breeze.

This of course adds to the random nature of each 
trip and despite the chop, eight of us were able to 
count seabirds, the main reason for venturing out. 
We now know that Shy Albatrosses are just not ‘shy’, 
with one even feeding alongside an Indian Yellow-
nosed Albatross. Apart from the birds counted west of 
Hamelin Island, there were birds flying in the distance, 
which we were unable to positively identify, but most 
looked to be shearwaters.

Back at the mooring two Ospreys were seen on the 
nearby nest. Later in the afternoon, Dave Muller 
reported a pair of Willie Wagtails and an adult and a 
juvenile Sooty Oystercatcher, seen on Hamelin Island 
from the mooring.

These species counts are shared with DBCA Busselton 
and Margaret River – Ngari Capes Marine Park officers, 
DBCA Marine Biologist Chanelle Webster, Plaxy Barratt 
(BirdLife WAPerth) and Pelagic and Ocean Groups 
around Australia. 

An end of year celebration with refreshments and 
nibbles was enjoyed by the participants, and thankfully 
almost everyone had departed before I leaned on 
the free-sliding ladder and fell off the stern in a sort 
of slow-motion effect – with only one set of photos – 
thanks Brad. The ocean was warm – perfect for a swim 
– but I was ‘rescued’ in a split second.

Thanks to the photographers Ian, Brad, Blake and Jane 
and to Dave Muller and Blake Muller for our second 
exciting trip out from Hamelin Bay.

Christine Wilder
Another year ended and we celebrated with an informal 
get-together on 14 December at Terry and Marg Scott’s 
Margaret River home for a catch up with some of the 
regular birding crew and a chance to meet our elected 
Deputy Convenor, Jennifer Hunt. Appreciation to Terry 
and Marg for an enjoyable morning tea.

Christine Wilder

PEEL-MANDURAH GROUP
ERSKINE LAKES, 14 DECEMBER
This outing was one of surprises, as a bonus was the 
large flock of Cattle Egrets with many chicks and other 
egrets also. A total of 39 species was seen and in 
spite of the warm conditions, 15 attended with three 
apologies. The hot conditions were affecting the birds 
and it was a pleasure to witness a male Australian 
Darter sprinkling water over three chicks in his nest to 
keep them cool. 

On a darker side a trap in amongst the reeds in the first 
lake from Southmead Green was discovered with two 
Eurasian Coots inside that had no way of escaping as 
it the trap had a conical entry. To the rescue, Andre du 
Plessis recovered a tool from his car and courageously 
David Budd took off his shoes and commenced to cut 
open the trap. After an arduous operation the birds 
were able to escape. They appeared to have been in 
the trap for some considerable time. It is a mystery 
why such a trap was in the area and for what purpose 
was the trapping of water birds –, the mind boggles, 
perhaps a Roast Coot!!!!! 

I reported the matter to the Council Rangers who 
attended some time after to examine the situation but 
did not speak to me. Attached are some photos of the 
Cattle Egrets, courtesy of David and one of the trap 
with David at work.

Bill King

Gavin White
MRB5813 
AU31609

Ph: 0448 975 586

For servicing and repairs to all makes 
of  vehicles

Specialising in air conditioners, 
servicing and repairs

White Torque Pty Ltd
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ASHFIELD FLATS, 2 NOVEMBER
Vying for parking places with keen kayakers and 
running the gauntlet of panting dogs and lagging 
owners, 19 birdwatchers, including three visitors, 
enjoyed a still morning by the river.

Breeding Striated Pardalotes were in full song 
throughout the walk. On the water we saw three duck 
species, including a family of Grey Teal. Australasian 
Darter, Little Black and Great Cormorants dived for fish 
as did a lone Caspian Tern. A White-faced Heron, White 
Ibis, Australian Pelican, Purple Swamphen and Silver 
Gull were also seen. 

Thirty three species of bush birds were sighted or 
heard, including a nesting Sacred Kingfisher, a Rainbow 
Bee-eater and a Little Grassbird. A Whistling Kite made 
a late appearance. That made a total of 45 species 
altogether.

Thanks to Sue Abbotts for organising and leading the 
walk and for the time she took to ensure everyone was 
able to enjoy seeing the birds through their binoculars.

Mandy Edwards

ESPERANCE CAMPOUT, 4-8 NOVEMBER
Thirty-one people, including one from BirdLife East 
Gippsland, assembled at the BBQ area of the Holiday 
Park on the Sunday evening for the initial campout 
briefing. 

After the inclement weather of the previous few days, 
Monday was sunny with virtually no breeze – ideal 
conditions for the early boat departure to Woody Island. 
Most felt no ill effects from the trip and saw a number 
of species on the way across, including a pair of White-
bellied Sea-Eagle that flew low around the boat giving 
the photographers some close-up shots. Once on 
the island, the majority of the known landbirds were 
recorded. However, a species that is not usually difficult 
to hear or see – the Singing Honeyeater – eluded us. 
Notable sightings on the island were Brown Quail, 
Brush Bronzewing, Brown Goshawk, Rock Parrot and 
Red-eared Firetail. The Golden Whistler also created a 
lot of interest with an unusual call. Upon return to the 
mainland, those whothat still had energy left visited the 
sewerage ponds, adding many of the duck species to 
the campout list. Two more people arrived that evening, 
bringing the total attendance to thirty-three. 

Lake Monjingup was visited the next morning where 
the group saw Restless Flycatcher, Dusky Woodswallow, 
Brown Songlark and nesting Yellow-rumped Thornbill. 
A leucistic Golden Whistler was the subject of much 
discussion. Unfortunately, no one was able to get a 
good photograph of the bird. The area around the lake 
had re-generated strongly since the 2015 fires and 
much work had gone into improving the facilities. An 
early return to the Holiday Park enabled the group 
to prepare for the Melbourne Cup function. Sherry 
Warburton won first prize in the sweep and Sue Abbotts 
got her money back for having the horse that ran last 
while Diana Veitch won the prize for the best hat in 
the ‘fashions in the field’ competition. David and Joyce 
Ballard donated a BirdLife Western Australia jacket 

which was raffled during the lunch with proceeds going 
to BirdLife WA. The winning ticket was held by Bill 
McRoberts who spent the rest of the campout wearing 
his new plumage.

A trip to farmland near Lake Warden after the lunch 
enabled everyone to see the Cape Barren Goose. 
However, in a disappointing end to the day, Lake 
Warden had only a single Australian Shelduck on it.

The next day commenced at the golf course where 
a number of species of migratory waders were seen 
including Curlew Sandpiper. Other highlights were 
Red-kneed Dotterel and Masked Lapwing. From the 
golf course, the group travelled to Wheatfield Lake. 
Waterbirds were the main attraction there and some 
also saw Common Sandpiper along the margins of 
the lake. Other locations visited were Woody Lake 
and Wylie Bay with Sooty Oystercatcher and another 
Common Sandpiper being seen at the latter.

Thursday morning was spent at Cape le Grande 
National Park in cool, overcast conditions. A Spotted 
Pardalote (yellow-rumped sub-species) nest was noted 
at Rossiter Bay and kept the photographers occupied 
for some time. Many species of honeyeater were 
recorded feeding amongst the flowering coastal heath 
with the Tawny-crowned Honeyeater attracting the 
most attention. On the outskirts of the national park 
a harrier with the white rump of a Swamp Harrier but 
the ground quartering flight of a Spotted Harrier and 
extremely light plumage overall had us all discussing 
which species it was. A photograph taken by Xenia 
Dennett showed the black primary feathers and an 
orange patch on the belly indicating it was a Spotted 
Harrier. It is possible that this bird, like the Golden 
Whistler seen a couple of days before, was leucistic. 
A few more raptor stops and then Sue Abbotts led the 
group to Mullet Lake where she and Xenia had seen two 
Little Egrets the day before. One of the birds still had a 
breeding plume on the rear of its crown. 

This is a regionally significant sighting as Little Egret is 
an uncommon visitor to the south-east of WA (shires of 
Dundas, Esperance, Jerramungup and Ravensthorpe) 
with just over half the records that I was able to access 
(13 out of 22) being from around Esperance (Birdata 
2020, BirdLife Western Australia 2020). These records 
are listed in the accompanying table. Of particular note 
is the sighting from Eyre Bird Observatory of seven 
individuals. In addition to the records in the table, there 
are three records listed in the Esperance Bird Guide 
(Birds Australia Western Australia 2010). It is also the 
first record in the south-east of WA for the month of 
November.

The group spent the morning of the last day at Helms 
Arboretum where Red-eared Firetail was watched 
feeding on the ground near Yellow-rumped Thornbill. 
Three raptor species were also recorded. A walk along 
the foreshore of Esperance Bay in the afternoon did not 
work out well due to the strong, cold breeze.  The final 
bird call saw the species total rise to 110 with Kerry 
Cowie guessing the exact number to win the prize.
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Thanks go to a number of attendees for their assistance during the campout and to Kerry Cowie for searching the 
WA database for the Little Egret records.

Table 1.    Sightings of Little Egret in south-eastern WA
Date Place LGA Comment Source

23/10/1997 Bremer Bay Jerramungup  WA database

26/12/1997 Mullet Lake Esperance  Birdata

16/02/1999 Beaufort Inlet Jerramungup  Birdata

7/03/2000 Beaufort Inlet Jerramungup  Birdata

9/02/2001 Thomas River Esperance Cape Arid NP Birdata

15/02/2001 Thomas River Esperance Cape Arid NP Birdata

14/02/2002 Beaufort Inlet Jerramungup  Birdata

10/03/2002 Beaufort Inlet Jerramungup  Birdata

8/09/2002 Mullet Lake Esperance  Birdata

25/08/2007 Mullet Lake Esperance  Birdata

23/02/2010 Woody Lake Esperance  Birdata

22/04/2011 Woody Lake Esperance 2011 campout WA database

23/07/2011 Moodini Bluff Dundas Near Madura Birdata

21/12/2011 Nine Mile Dundas Near Eyre Bird 
Observatory Birdata

21/12/2011 Kanidal Beach Dundas Near Eyre Bird 
Observatory Birdata

30/12/2011 Eyre Bird 
Observatory Dundas 7 seen WA database

23/10/2012 Station Lake Esperance  Birdata

12/02/2013 Woody Lake Esperance  Birdata

4/02/2014 Woody Lake Esperance  Birdata

7/02/2015 Esperance beaches Esperance  Birdata

7/02/2017 Esperance beaches Esperance  Birdata

8/02/2018 Woody Lake Esperance  Birdata
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Peter Sandilands

BIBRA LAKE, 10 NOVEMBER
A late start, due to road closures in the area, afforded 
us the opportunity to view some nesting activities of 
Galahs and Magpie-larks, before commencing the walk. 
The rare sighting of a Caspian Tern over the lake was 
an early surprise along with a welcome cool change in 
the weather.

Despite very high water levels, we were able to 
“tick off” ten duck species and all three grebes. In 
flight we managed Brown Goshawk, Swamp Harrier 
and Whistling Kite along with Little and Great 
Egrets, Nankeen Night-Heron and both Red-tailed 
and Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos. The youngest eyes 
(Jacksie’s) managed to spot three very photogenic 
Tawny Frogmouths, with plenty of Splendid Fairy-wrens 

observed during the morning and a further highlight, 
the later pick up by Jim, of a Buff-banded Rail.

Sixteen members and guests were present for a late 
morning tea and a final count of 65 species for the 
walk. Special thanks to Robyn and Chris for their very 
able assistance.

Alan Watson

ASCOT WATERS, 28 NOVEMBER
Twenty BirdLife members and visitors met in the 
car park at Ascot Waters prior to walking the path 
alongside the Swan River. As usual several good 
sightings were made from the car park, including a 
female White-winged Triller and a few honeyeaters. 
There were lots of flowers in the re-vegetated areas 
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around the paths. A few male Mistletoebirds were seen 
in the flowering mistletoe that was growing on the 
sheoaks along the walkway.

The water level in the river was low and several bird 
species were seen on the muddy shores. Australian 
Pelican, Little Black Cormorant and Australasian Darter 
were found alongside several White-faced Herons and 
Australian White Ibis. Straw-necked Ibis was seen 
several times flying over us. Yellow-billed Spoonbill was 
feeding and Eurasian Coot and Purple Swamphen were 
nearby. A Buff-banded Rail appeared briefly and a Pied 
Stilt was the only shorebird seen. A few duck species 
were seen, including Grey Teal with young and Pacific 
Black Duck.

After morning tea and bird call were done in a shady 
nearby park a further walk found two more 

species which brought the total number of birds to 
an even 50. Our only raptor of the day was a Brown 
Goshawk – in the carpark of course.

Thanks to Clive Nealon for leading the walk.
Claire Gerrish

WALYUNGA NP WALKATIONAL PARK, 
NOVEMBER 30
A bright and warm morning with a strong easterly wind 
over the hills was the conditions enjoyed by 22 people 
who joined the walk.

While still in the car park waiting for people to arrive 
prior to the official start time we saw a Brown Goshawk 
taking advantage of the wind to move about very 
quickly, and also a small flock of Carnaby's Black-
Cockatoos.

We set off on the path towards Syd's Rapids but 
found not very much on the river, just three duck 
species , Eurasian Coot, and Dusky Moorhen. We 
were accompanied with the persistent calls of Striated 
Pardalote and Rufous Whistler as we walked and the 
feeling that there wasn't much to get excited about, 
although the Sacred Kingfisher was appreciated. That 
changed when we caught up with a female Red-capped 
Robin and a pair of Red-capped Parrots.

A few of the common species kept us occupied before 
we had good views of a Shining Bronze-Cuckoo. 
Another bird in the same tree then caught our attention 
and it turned out to be a Black-eared Cuckoo. A 
pleasant surprise and one that later required extra 
input in Birdata as it was considered a vagrant at this 
location.

At Syd's Rapids we decided to not take the ridge walk 
but to return along the river and it proved a good 
choice. On the return journey we had views of Yellow-
rumped, Inland, and Western Thornbills, Scarlet Robin, 
and then the second bird that Birdata considered 
vagrant to the area, a Red-eared Firetail.

A rewarding walk in an interesting location produced a 
total of 47 species.

Clive Nealon

POINT PERON, 5 DECEMBER
Eighteen birders, including two visitors, gathered at 
Point Peron west of Rockingham on what was forecast 
to be a hot day. Thirty two species were seen, the 
most common, the Singing and Brown Honeyeaters, 
were spotted too. A few Willie Wagtails didn’t manage 
to keep the fly population down . Along the cliffs 
Crested and Bridled Terns flew by and a lone Sooty 
Oystercatcher was preening on the rocks. Many Pied 
Cormorants were drying themselves on the offshore 
reefs and at the northern end of the reserve we had 
Grey-tailed Tattler, Common Sandpiper and Ruddy 
Turnstone. On the beach below was Australian Pied 
Oystercatcher. We also had good views of a pair of 
Osprey resting in dead trees.

We moved to our second destination, the Point Peron 
boat ramp, to have tea and compile the bird list under 
some shady trees. A short walk around the area 
produced a Nankeen Night-Heron on one of the jetties 
as well as Red-capped Plover and a pair of diving Fairy 
Tern.

Other highlights of the day were a large Bobtail at the 
start of the walk and a Western- Bearded Dragon up a 
dead tree. Buff-banded Rail refused to show themselves 
on the day, though they are regularly seen in the 
reserve. Overall a very pleasant excursion facilitated by 
our leader Pauline Woolley.

Dominique Griffiths

CARINE, 7 DECEMBER
A group of 18 birders met at 7.30 am at Carine 
Regional Open Space, a wetland reserve that covers 
two swamps. In early December the wetlands still held 
a fair amount of water, in spite of the warm, dry spring.

We set off to walk around Big Carine Swamp. There 
were good sightings of a variety of water birds, some 
still with young. We rounded the wetland and walked 
on through the wooded area, where we found a family 
group of Tawny Frogmouths sitting on a bough near the 
path and we were able to get quite close to them. Then 
we came to an open area with water flowing through 
it and patches of reeds which makes it easy to spot 
Australian Reed-Warbler. We were able to see the birds 
easily and even find a nest. Our bird count for the day 
was 50 species.

Sandra West

ALFRED COVE, 14 DECEMBER
The very hot weather forecast of 41 degrees did not 
deter 20 members and visitors turning up.

Mistletoebirds welcomed the early arrivals, and 
appeared also on other occasions during the morning. 
A Tawny Frogmouth was spotted near the ablution 
block. Several wader species were seen, being Grey 
Plover, Lesser Sand Plover, Common Greenshank, 
Common Sandpiper and Great Knot. The Australian Pied 
Oystercatcher and Pied Stilt were also present. 

The Cove’s crakes and rails kept themselves well hidden 
until we were all packed up to depart for home, when a 
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Buff-banded Rail showed itself and then ran off into the 
rushes once more. Even though the morning was a hot 
one we all did enjoy our morning bird walk with a total 
count of 49 species.

Toni Webster

CANNING RIVER REGIONAL PARK, 26 
DECEMBER

On a cool overcast morning 42 people comprising 34 
members and eight guests enjoyed a pleasant stroll 
around the loop walk, Kent St. Weir to Greenfield St. 
Bridge. The birds weren’t plentiful but enough to keep 
everybody alert. Thirty two bush birds were seen or 
heard and 23 waterbirds were observed including two 
nests of Australasian Darters.

Five duck species, including a small number of Mallard/
Pacific Black Duck hybrids. Honeyeaters were scarce 
with only three species seen and no raptors. At the end 
of the walk we all enjoyed morning tea during the bird 
call which produced a total 55 birds.

After morning tea those willing walked to Wilson Lake 
and were surprised to find 50 plus Eurasian Coots, 
along with 14 other waterbird species including 
four new ones: Australasian Shoveler, Musk Ducks, 
Hardhead and an Australian Pelican flying over.
All up a satisfying morning’s walk. 

George Agar

WATERFORD FORESHORE, 2 JANUARY
A cool and pleasant morning brought out 23 members 
and five visitors. We were led by Clive Nealon, and saw 
61 species. The most notable were the Osprey (seen 
catching a fish), Brown Goshawk, Whimbrel, 
Common Sandpiper, Sacred Kingfisher, Rainbow 
Bee-eater, and Mistletoebird.

This area provides several habitat types, 
including sedgeland and woodland along the 
river, small lakes, lawn, and restored woodland 
and sedgeland. We recorded the Rufous Whistler, 
Weebill, Western Gerygone, Silvereye, and Grey 
Fantail only in the Flooded Gum woodland, and 
Mistletoebirds feeding on Slender Mistletoe 
Amyema linophyllum on Swamp Sheoak 
Casuarina obesa.

Ian Abbott

LAKE MCLARTY, 12 JANUARY  
The lure of waders was demonstrated once 
again with thirty people showing up for the 
Lake McLarty excursion, led by Clive Nealon, 
on Sunday January 12. Timing of the excursion 
was good, as while water levels are low, the lake was 
still supporting good numbers of birds, but was small 
enough for accessible viewing with a 'scope. The group 
walked up and back the eastern side of the lake, then 
returned to the vehicles for the bird count. We followed 
up with a drive around to the western side for a closer 
look at the population on that side.

Fifty-seven species were seen by the group at the lake 
and bushland margin. While Pied Stilt and Sharp-tailed 

Sandpiper dominated the wader numbers, Long-toed 
and Red-necked Stints, Common Greenshank, Black-
tailed Godwit, Wood and Curlew Sandpipers, Red-
necked Avocet and Red-capped Plover were recorded. 
Six raptor species were seen, including a very obliging 
pair of Australian Hobby that posed for photos while 
digesting breakfast in a lakeside tree.

Lake McLarty has yielded some interesting vagrants in 
recent times, and while we were not the fortunate ones 
on this occasion, the lure remains, and there was still 
much to see. A great excursion, with a good number of 
'scopes and owners happy to share their hardware, and 
knowledgeable birders happy to coach those with less 
experience.

Wayne O'Sullivan

PHOTOGROUP LAKE GWELUP, 18 JANUARY 
The resident group of Rainbow Bee-eaters were their 
usual photogenic selves, providing an excellent early 
start to a warm clear morning. The local authority has 
given some protection to their nests in the lawn and 
erected relevant signs. These signs were regularly 
used by the bee-eaters as perches! After innumerable 
photos, the group of 163 avid photographers moved on 
to the Rufous Whistlers nearby. Later still, we moved in 
small groups around the lake, getting some excellent 
photos of a good variety of waterbirds and bushbirds. 
Some of the highlights were the pair of resident Tawny 
Frogmouth, a Sacred Kingfisher, Red-necked Avocet 
and a group of Freckled Ducks.
Thanks to Keith Wilcox for leading an enjoyable walk.

Andrew and Jill Hobbs
Garry Taylor

Rainbow Bee-eater at Lake Gwelup, Photo by Garry Taylor

LAKE JOONDALUP, 19 JANUARY
Twenty four members and one visitor arrived at Neil 
Hawkins Park for this excursion along the banks of 
one of Perth’s largest lakes. Joint leaders for the day, 
Nigel Sutherland and I decided not to split the group 
in two as is the usual procedure and concentrate on 
one section extending for just under one and a half 
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kilometres in a northerly direction. This walk leads to 
an extensive uphill area which has earned the nickname 
‘Raptor Ridge’ for good reason. This site is probably 
the most reliable place in Perth to see an Oriental 
Honey-Buzzard which has been a regular visitor to 
Lake Joondalup for the last few years. Today was no 
exception and most of us had good views of one flying 
over. Other raptors seen on the day were Whistling 
Kite, Brown Goshawk, Swamp Harrier and Australian 
Hobby although not all at the aforementioned ‘Ridge’.

Water levels were still quite high for this time of year 
and not surprisingly we recorded good numbers of 
waterfowl and grebes. After a stop at Picnic Cove in 
Edgewater which is always included in this excursion 
we ended up with a very good total of 63 species. 
Standout highlights were the Oriental Honey-Buzzard 
and close up views of a group of Splendid Fairy-wrens 
which gave the photographers amongst us some great 
opportunities. Many thanks must go to Nigel for co-
leading this very enjoyable excursion.

Peter White

Willie Wagtail at Lake Joondalup, Photo by Graham Little

GARVEY PARK, 26 JANUARY
A forecast 35 degrees didn’t deter 33 birders 
from the Australia Day walk at Garvey Park. More 
activity than usual on the river meant waterbirds 
were harder to find, as were bushbirds which are 
less conspicuous at this time of year.

But there were bonuses: a number of 
Mistletoebirds, two raptor species and Buff-banded 
Rail. Most of the Mistletoebirds seen were female 
or young birds but most people managed to have a 
good view. Of the raptors, a Whistling Kite was an 
addition to our list for the area, though it may have 
been recorded on walks led by someone else. The 
rail was seen at two sites, both close together – 
along a small drain below the metal decking and on 
the mudflats nearby. 

Crested Pigeon seems to be a regular now. Our records 
show we first recorded them in October 2017. Since 
then they have been recorded on each of the BWA 
excursions in this area.

A last minute sighting of Caspian Tern brought the 
species total to a satisfying 49 on a pleasant, friendly 
walk with lots of enthusiasm shown by many who are 
honing their skills. 

George & Pam Agar

NAMBEELUP, 2 FEBRUARY
The Nambeelup ponds had been cleaned out and there 
were NO waders at that site, so we headed down to 
Lake McLarty with great expectations. There had been 
a wonderful list of birds by John Graff two weeks before 
so we quietly walked through the gate with scopes at 
the ready – and – no water, not a skerrick! We decided 
to walk around the trees for about an hour and saw 22 
species including a distant White-bellied Sea-Eagle. 

Where had the thousands of birds gone? We decided 
to have morning tea at Austin Bay, where 
some members had not been before, and 
found our first waders, Red-necked Stint 
and Red-capped Plover. It was low tide so 
there was a lot of sand showing, maybe 
a bit too much! There were hundreds of 
Australian Shelduck, also Great Egret and 
Pied Stilt. We added another 17 birds to 
the list. 

Most of the group then went onto 
Coodanup and Nairns where we had 
lunch and found Sharp-tailed Sandpiper, 
Australian Pied Oystercatcher and Osprey. 
Finally, 14 eagle-eyed birders had seen 48 
species for the day.

Sue Abbotts
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Tawny Frogmouth at Lake Gwelup, Photo by Garry Taylor
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Observatory reports
BROOME BIRD OBSERVATORY

The hot season in Broome can be oppressive, 
but it’s a wonderful time for birding. Over 
100,000 shorebirds are happily feeding in 
Roebuck Bay and regular summer migrants 
are all in place by December. As BBO visitor 
numbers sink, staff get the chance both 
to have a break and to focus more time 
on research activity. As usual, our cast of 
migratory shorebirds are the main subjects.

November saw our annual summer shorebird counts, 
under the MYSMA project (Monitoring Yellow Sea 
Migrants in Australia). A team was assembled, 
comprising BBO wardens, Broome birders and expert 
shorebird counters from interstate. We spent a week 
together counting roosting flocks, first along Eighty-
mile Beach and then in Roebuck Bay – the two 
shorebird jewels of the north-west.

Eighty-mile Beach is even longer than its name 
suggests, but the section where shorebirds are 
consistently counted spans 80 km, stretching from 20 
km north to 60 km south of the beach access track 
from Anna Plains station homestead. Counts are carried 
out from a vehicle at high tide: approaching roosting 
flocks carefully, methodically working through the 
species, and trying to avoid disturbing birds both for 
their own welfare and the ease of counting them. Some 
roosting flocks were of staggering size, with particularly 
large numbers of Greater Sand Plover (32 846), Great 
Knot (34 464) and Bar-tailed Godwit (28 792) present. 
Even these were dwarfed by late morning when 
Oriental Plovers in their tens of thousands moved to 
the beach from the plains to cool off.

Roebuck Bay’s beaches are more discrete, and 
shorebirds can be counted by observers standing 
hidden on the cliffs or (in the case of southerly Bush 
Point) at a good distance away on the beach. Once 
finished in the bay, we had counted over 300 000 
shorebirds across all sites, including a few unusual 
records: an Inland Dotterel (first for the north-west) 
on Eighty-mile Beach, a Little Stint at Bush Point 
and a Eurasian Curlew flying into the Roebuck Bay 
mangroves. One Common Redshank was present 
along the bay’s northern shores, though up to three 
have been seen together on different occasions this 
season. We also solved the mystery of where our Asian 
Dowitchers had been hiding for most of the year: 
despite their absence on our local patch of the northern 
shores, 158 were happily roosting among an enormous 
godwit flock at Bush Point (inaccessible at other times).

Despite seemingly impressive numbers, migratory 
shorebird counts have declined noticeably in recent 
years. This reminds us how fragile their populations 
are, which depend on habitats throughout East Asia 
and Australasia and are threatened particularly by 
habitat loss at their migratory staging grounds in the 
Yellow Sea.

Another potential threat to shorebirds is disturbance. 
Shorebirds in intertidal habitats run tight energy 

budgets. In Roebuck Bay they feed 
voraciously for eight-hour periods around 
low tide and then conserve energy for four 
hours when high tide covers the mudflat. 
Many spend this time on the northern 
beaches of the bay, where they can stay cool 
next to the water and see any approaching 
danger. If they are disturbed they may take 
off and expend valuable energy in evasive 

alarm flights.

The BBO has been running a citizen science project 
since August 2019, monitoring roost sites twice per 
month to determine the number of disturbances birds 
suffer and the time they spend in flight. This will 
continue for a full year and, thanks to a previous study 
conducted in 2006, give us valuable information on 
whether levels of disturbance have increased. Although 
current data are preliminary, it is clear that disturbance 
to roosting shorebirds remains high in the bay. Birds 
of prey (mostly kites and White-bellied Sea-Eagles) 
are the primary cause, but a substantial minority 
of disturbances are caused by people, providing 
motivation for us to ramp up our work in education 
and community engagement. On the other hand, it is 
brilliant to see how many local volunteers, who clearly 
care for the welfare and survival of these birds, have 
given their time to collect these data, who clearly care 
for the welfare and survival of these birds. Many thanks 
to any reading, and to other Broome-based birders: get 
in touch if you’d like to join the team!

Nyil Khwajp, Warden

Counting at Bush Point, photo by Nyil Khwajp
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EYRE BIRD OBSERVATORY

NOVEMBER 2019 TO JANUARY 2020

Once again, we have lived and breathed good birding 
for three whole months. My highlight in sightings was 
probably the flock of Varied Sittellas busily flitting past 
me on a very hot day, a bird not even in my mind for 
this area. 

Very early in our stay we had an enquiry from Keith 
Lightbody on the progress of three Major Mitchell’s 
Cockatoo chicks bred in one of the nesting boxes. 
He has been following their progress since capturing 
photographs of the newly hatched ugly ducklings, or 
should that be 'cocklings', or something. As anxious as a 
new father, he revelled in their progress. Well they had 
changed into Cinderellas (not sure of the sexes), ready 
to fledge but seemed to linger a little longer. A photo 
was captured of two of them the week before they 
finally left the box, number three probably trampled to 
the bottom as the other two vied for the limelight.

The Major Mitchell’s, always the stars of the show, they 
flummoxed us, at first thinking their numbers were 
seriously depleted then suddenly over 40 appearing 
at the bath at once. With a lot of juveniles around, it 
was as always great fun watching their antics, their 
haphazard flying manoeuvres and once a great birder 
sitting, grumpily at the breakfast table photographing 
but complaining about their atrocious wake-up call. 
The Australian Ringnecks are often seen and only once 
Mulga Parrots on the escarpment in the Bluebush area. 
The bird studies group saw Purple-crowned Lorikeets on 
the west track.

The thrill of seeing nine Wedge-tailed Eagles gathered 
on the 1st of November at the tiny pool of water left in 
the Rain-gauge rock hole on the Bluebush Plains was 
tempered by the sad fact that only half of normal yearly 
rainfall had been recorded in the area this season. 
We also found a herd of Camels in the same area just 
before the first sighting, not good news for the birds. 

During the hot spells the Wedge-tailed 
Eagles often soared across the dunes 
in the home area. A Brown Goshawk 
and a juvenile regularly took turns for 
a dip with a Collared Sparrowhawk 
or a Brown Falcon. There were a lot 
of raptors out in the mallee. One hot 
day a Collared Sparrowhawk staked a claim on the 
southern bird bath and then a Brown Goshawk totally 
frustrated the poor Major Mitchell’s by spending a long 
time enjoying the northern bath with its odd manoeuvre 
of dipping its tail in the water as though washing his 
behind. An unusual aerial display ensued when a Willie 
Wagtail attacked a Brown Goshawk to the delight of 
the guests. A Collared Sparrowhawk screeched his 
arrival one lunchtime and for the next fifteen minutes it 
became photographer’s bliss as the sparrowhawk made 
full use of the abandoned (due to his arrival!) birdbath 
for a good bath and preen. The hot spells brought the 
bees out and all the birds found that competition at the 
baths very irritating.

A couple of Australian Bustards were spotted regularly 
at the Microwave Tower. There was one seen regularly 
in the home area, even once during a Kanidal beach 
count. It gave a star performance on New Year’s Eve by 
appearing on the same dune as our local Emu pair. 

For all the Emu’s elusiveness on the escarpment, we 
blamed the drought, but we had a few good sightings, 
nonetheless. Our second sighting of them at EBO on 
New Year’s Eve with the Australian Bustard on the dunes 
was magnificent. 

On a high activity Friday, we saw off guests, got to 
Cocklebiddy for the stores, literally passed out in bed as 
a Southern Boobook called from the big old Tuart tree 
at the Monkhouse. Immediate energetic scramble, all to 
no avail as it taunted us and disappeared into the night. 
This was made up for by the spotting of one in deep 

dusk at the southern birdbath in late 
January —, what a thrilling sighting. We 
also found two under the escarpment 
having their day nap in the deep shade 
of the Tea Trees. Mark Antos and Will 
Steele found a Tawny Frogmouth 
hunting on one of their night walks., 
wWe heard them a few times and we 
heard the Australian Owlet-nightjar 
regularly, often close to the house. 

During a particularly hot spell in early 
November an intriguing event happened 
when two Welcome Swallow chicks 
appeared on our western deck. The 
Welcome Swallows roost and nest 
on the beams under the overhang of 
the corrugated iron roof. The parents 
flitted about in the heat feeding them, 
their chances of survival slim with the 
Dugites around. The nights were cold 

Brown Goshawk competing with the Bees – 
photo Will Steele
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and one morning Danie witnessed the parents shooing 
the chicks off the deck to a bushy spot when too many 
guests arrived. Mark Antos figured out that the roof 
became too hot with the soaring temperatures and it 
was a survival tactic of the parents kicking the chicks 
out of the nest. We saw them fledge successfully. A 
repeat performance happened with a still downy chick. 
This one was returned to the nest when the heat passed 
as too much boot traffic ensued and it survived too. 
Before the new water tank’s roof was fitted the ERT 
team pumped the remaining ground tank water into it 
and that afternoon 600 or more Welcome Swallows, Tree 
Martins and Dusky Woodswallows swooped around the 
bit of water late afternoon, compared with our normal 
count of about 150 a day.

During the bird studies course our bird log burst at the 
seams, but it was wonderful to have so many pairs of 
eyes monitoring. And of course, the usual thrill of close 
encounters with banding the birds caught in the mist 
nets.

Birds came and went as the weather changed or the 
food source dried up;, arriving we saw White-winged 
Trillers, male and female, they departed in November. 
There were masses of Brown Honeyeaters, all gone in 
December, in January the huge numbers of New Holland 
Honeyeaters had moved on to more flowering mallee, 
the little Silvereyes are now the species in number 
at the bird bath. White-fronted Honeyeaters are still 
around in small numbers and one braved the bird bath 
on a particularly hot day, remarkable for such a shy 
species. Spiny-cheeked Honeyeaters are always around, 
never many. The mallee on top of the escarpment is 
now flowering so it is very lively with the usual species 
- White-fronted Honeyeaters, lots of Spiny-cheeked 
Honeyeaters and of course the Yellow-throated Miners. 
There were Yellow-plumed Honeyeaters present 
at Burnabbie and along the North Track. Mark and 
birding buddy Will Steele also found the Purple-gaped 
Honeyeaters at the 2km mark. They have disappeared 
again. Fan-tailed Cuckoo, Shining Bronze- and 
Horsfield’s Bronze Cuckoos were present around EBO 
in numbers but have not been seen or heard since very 
early January. Lovable White-browed Babbler families 

are everywhere, in good numbers, there is hardly 
an area where their lively chatter is not present. The 
Golden and Rufous Whistlers are much less in number 
now and seldom seen and even less heard. There are 
also some Black-faced Cuckoo-shrikes around

The Rainbow Bee-eater was plentiful as are my almost 
favourites, all the little bush birds, Blue-breasted Fairy-
wren, Inland Thornbill and Weebill, gorgeous little 
Spotted Pardalote and a few Striated Pardalote, White-
browed Scrubwren, a few lovable homebodies scrubbing 
around the house. The Western Yellow Robin has been 
sighted a few times in the home area. And then the 
Sacred Kingfisher, another favourite, seen often in the 
same area on the North track, at the bird bath and on 
our record breaking hot day (48.2°C), gasping with 
opened wings hanging on the front deck and parked off 
at the bird bath

Hot Sacred Kingfisher – photo Delene van Dyk

Burnabbie delivered a few lovelies, including beautiful 
soaring Wedge-tailed Eagles and the Western Yellow 
Robin and White-winged Fairy-wren apart from all the 
normal species. A surprise was finding an Australian 
Magpie near the entrance; I have never seen them 
below the escarpment. We saw the White-winged Fairy-
wren at the Crystal Ponds at Cocklebiddy too.

My other nemesis, the Ground Cuckoo-shrike evaded 
me until late December when guest Harry Bartram came 
upon one on the Microwave track, then suddenly I found 
seven of them in the old spot on the Bluebush Plain. 
And the ‘mythical’ Chestnut Quail-thrush, a pair spotted 
before our arrival was seen again on the North Track. 
Then a pair crossed the eastern fire track in front of 
me, in the home area. The mythical has to do with my 
camera which still has not managed toa capture one this 
time.

The waders and sea birds have been good with sightings 
on Kanidal and Nine Mile beach of Greater Sand Plover 
(a vulnerable species), Grey Plover, Great Knot, Sharp-
tailed Sandpiper, Sanderling, Red-necked Stint and the 
ever present cute Red-capped Plover with their fluffy 
runners.

Observatory reports - Eyre, ctd

Western Yellow Robin – photo Delene van Dyk
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More than usual Wedge-tailed Eagles soared over the beaches especially at Nine Mile beach, once five at one time., 
wWe suspect the dry inland had something to do with this. and wWe were fortunate to see the White-bellied Sea-
Eagles majestically lording it over Kanidal and Nine Mile beaches, and a Nankeen Kestrel getting a show in now 
and again. Australian Pied and Sooty Oystercatchers were often seen and a couple of Australian Pied Oystercatcher 
runners. Australian Pelican, Pied Cormorant, Grey Teal and a lone Australian Shellduck made appearances as did 
Caspian and Crested Terns, a few Whiskered Terns, and Pacific and Silver Gulls. We found Pied Cormorant on all 
the beaches. At the Crystal Ponds we saw a Common Sandpiper and a Sharp-tailed Sandpiper. 

The highlight for us on the beach runs was when we spotted a flock of Oriental Plovers cooling on Kanidal Beach in 
the middle of December’s heat;, a lifer for us and the next week finding 54 of them on the run. We spotted them a 
couple more times but since the cooler weather has set in, they do not visit the beach.

Danie and Delene van Dyk

Observatory reports - Eyre, ctd

Greater Sand Plover – photo Delene van Dyk

Red-capped Plover mama and baba – Photo Delene van Dyk

White-winged Fairy-wren gent with the devilish look
photo Delene van Dyk
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Nothing is beyond reach with 
the RX10 IV from Sony

The RX10 IV is the perfect all-in-one camera for bird photography, delivering 
lightning focus, super zoom, and silent shooting in a compact 1kg body. 

sony.com.au/premiumcompact

Shoot stunning bird images from 
any distance with the 24-600mm 
large-aperture zoom lens

Minimise disruption to birdlife 
by activating ‘Silent Shooting’ to 
operate the electronic shutter 
without noise

Conveniently photograph birds in 
motion with High-density Tracking  
AF Technology 

Capture exactly the right moment 
with continuous shooting at 24fps 
with AF/AE tracking 
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Saturday 14 March: Lake Gwelup, 
Stirling
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park at the 
corner of Stoneman Street and Huntriss 
Road, north of Karrinyup Road. We 
should see waterbirds and bushbirds, 
and raptors are often seen here. Lake 
Gwelup is within the Northern Swan 
Coastal Key Biodiversity Area (KBA) for 
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo.

Leader: Caroline Mynott

Tuesday 17 March: Blackwall Reach, 
Bicton
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the junction of Kent 
Street and Blackwall Reach Parade. A 
pleasant walk along the Swan River 
along a bush track which is noted 
for its population of White-cheeked 
Honeyeaters. We will also look for 
waders along the Point Walter Beach.

Leader: Jennifer Sumpton and Lynley 
Davey

Saturday 21 March: Yangebup Lake, 
Cockburn
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in Parkes Street. Turn 
into Osprey Drive from North Lake Road 
and immediately turn into Parkes Street. 
Parkes Street now only runs for about 
200 m before being shut off. Park in this 
area and walk to the barrier across the 
road. There should be a good variety of 
waterbirds and bushbirds. Bring your 
'scope if you have one.

Leader: Robyn Pickering

Sunday 22 March: Woodman Point, 
Cockburn 
Half-day Photogroup excursion
Meet at 7.30am in the car park at 
Woodman Point in Jervoise bay. Turn 
right off Cockburn road, into O’Kane 
Court, then left into Jervoise Bay Cove 
and right into Woodman Point Road. 
Drive to the end of the road and take 
the last left into the car park. We will 
walk out to the end of Woodman Spit 
to photograph waders and seabirds. On 
the way back we can look out for raptors 
and bushbirds on the other side of the 
car park or walk down to the jetty by the 
cement works and look for more waders 
and shorebirds. 
Photogroup members and guests only

Leader: Chris Van Haeften

Monday 23 March: BirdLife Western 
Australia - General Meeting 
Bold Park Eco Centre, 165 Perry Lakes 
Drive, Floreat
Event Time: 7:30 - 9:30 pm
The guest speaker is Claire Greenwell; 
'Fairy Tern Conservation in WA'.

Entry is by gold coin donation and light 
refreshments will be provided

Saturday 28 March: Herdsman Lake, 
Stirling
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the Maurice Hamer 
car park. Turn off Pearson Street into 
Falcon Avenue, then right into Lakeside 
Road. The car park is on the left, 
opposite Heron Place. This is one of the 
waterbird refuges which never dries up 
and 140 species have been recorded 
here. Bring your telescope if you have 
one.

Leader: Claire Gerrish

Monday 30 March to Sunday 5 April: 
Great Western Woodlands planned 
autumn survey
Credo
Looking for volunteer leaders and 
surveyors plus at least two 4x4 vehicles. 
Ideal for birders who are comfortable 
identifying birds of this area and 
have appropriate vehicles with all 
equipment necessary to be completely 
self-sufficient camping in the outback, 
including carrying water. Locations 
are remote. Maybe returning via the 
Wheatbelt for surveys of this new area.

Contact the Co-ordinators at gww@
birdlife.org.au

Sunday 5 April - Great Cocky Count
Sunset for about 2 hours
Our annual census of Black-Cockatoos 
throughout the southwest of Australia. 
It provides important data on night 
roost locations and population trends for 
these threatened birds. No experience 
necessary.
Registrations are open until March 15 at 
https://forms.gle/H4skzKN1a5omXhwY8 
Adam Peck, Carnaby's Black-Cockatoo 

Project Coordinator

Sunday 5 April: Lancelin
Full Day Excursion
Lancelin is a coastal town 125 km north 
of Perth. Meet at Nilgen Lookout, 12 

km north of the turnoff into Lancelin on 
Indian Ocean Drive. Meet at 08:00 am. 
There are toilets on the highway just 
past the Nilgen turnoff.
Nilgen Lookout is noted for its easy 
access to coastal heath where Western 
Fieldwren and Tawny-crowned 
Honeyeaters are regularly seen.
We will then travel to Nilgen Bush - a 
pocket of inland bush that hosts a good 
variety of birds. Scarlet Robin, Western 
Corella, Little Eagle, White-backed 
Swallow, Western Thornbill and White-
cheeked Honeyeaters are all regularly 
seen here.
Finally we will travel to the beach at 
Lancelin where gulls, terns and waders 
are regularly seen.
Bring morning tea and lunch. The ticks 
can be bad in the bush areas so bring 
repellent.

Leader: Sue Abbotts

Friday 10 April to Monday 13 April: 
Easter Campout - Karara Rangeland 
Park (ex Warriedar), Shire of Yalgoo
Karara Rangeland Park is a newly 
registered reserve and comprises six 
former pastoral stations including 
Thundelarra, Warriedar, Lochada and 
Karara. We will be camping at the 
Warriedar camping area about 120 km 
NE of Wubin near the old Warriedar 
homestead. To get there take the Great 
Northern Highway. Turn left on to the 
Yalgoo-Ninghan road 110 km past 
Wubin and 2.4 km past the Ninghan 
Station turn-off. Continue north for 
30 km before turning right on the 
Warriedar homestead track (signposted 
with BirdLife signs). The roads are 
unsealed but the camping area should 
be accessible by most vehicles with 
reasonable clearance.
This is a remote area. The park 
stretches over 120 km east to west 
covering 560,672 hectares. It includes 
granite outcrops, basalt hills and banded 
ironstone formations. Ephemeral lakes 
and wetlands stretch some 200 km 
around the park while the "Thundelarra 
Lignum Swamp is possibly the largest 
lignum swamp in Australia's south-
west spanning more than 13,500ha. 
While often dry, it is listed as a Wetland 
of National Importance due to its 
significance for waterbirds following 
rain." (Karara Rangeland Park pamphlet, 
DBCA). 146 species of birds have been 
recorded in the area of the park.

Important note re campouts
Members anticipating attending campouts must notify the BirdLife WA Office (9383 7749) of the number in their party and when 

they will arrive. 
If you are unsure, put your name down as you can always cancel.

An emergency contact number should also be provided in case of accident.

New members
Please let the leaders know that you are a new member and don’t hesitate to ask for assistance with bird sightings.

Coming events
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Coming events, ctd

There are no facilities apart from 'long 
drop' toilets, and everyone will need to 
be completely self sufficient for water, 
food and fuel. Participants are advised 
to bring their basic survival kit, a GPS 
unit and a UHF radio if they have one. 
Note that the last opportunity to get 
fuel is Wubin. We will be covering some 
long distances around the park so you 
may need to carry extra fuel.
There is ample space for camping but 
participants should book with DBCA 
prior to the campout. Camping fees 
apply for all overnight stays within 
Karara Rangeland Park and can be paid 
online at parkstay.dbca.wa.gov.au, or 
by contacting the Parks and Wildlife 
Service office in Geraldton on 9964 
0901. Further information about the 
park is available in the DBCA pamphlet 
available for download from the DBCA 
website.
The campout will commence with a 
briefing on Thursday evening at the 
campsite at 5.30 pm. Over the weekend 
we will be visiting some areas which 
can only be accessed by 4WD and we 
will be encouraging participants to ride 
share.
Numbers will be limited to 30 so 
please book at the BirdLife WA office 
on 93837749. Participants will be 
contacted prior to the campout with 
maps and late information.
For members and guests only.

Leaders:  Andrew and Jill Hobbs

Friday 10 April to Monday 13 April: 
Easter Campout, Albany
Albany is not only on the cooler south 
coast but has excellent bird watching. It 
has a wide variety of habitats from the 
ocean (sheltered and open), waders, 
shorebirds, fresh water lakes and 
bushbirds in many different vegetation 
types.
We will be based at the Kalgan River 
Chalets and Caravan Park at 247 
Nanarup Road, Kalgan. The park 
telephone number is 9844 7937 and 
their website is kalganrivercaravanpark.
com.au. Ten powered sites have been 
set aside for BirdLife WA and you need 
to book directly with them.
On this campout we will visit the best 
habitats to see the greatest variety 
of birds which should include waders, 
seabirds, waterbirds and bushbirds 
that will include many of the Western 
Australian endemics. On previous 
Albany campouts 100+ species have 
been seen.
Numbers will be limited to 25 so please 
register at the BirdLife WA office on 
9383 7749.
For members and guests only.

Leader: Sue Abbotts

Saturday 11 April: Ellis Brook, 
Gosnells
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am at the corner of 
Gosnells Road and Bygum Lane, Martin. 
We will walk up the steep path to the 
top of the falls which provides great 
views of the Swan Coastal Plain. It 
is a popular area where a variety of 
bushbirds can be seen, some of them 
not often seen near Perth, such as Red-
eared Firetail, Red-winged Fairy-wren, 
and Red-capped and Scarlet Robin. 
Steve also mentioned that he has 
located the Southern Emu-wrens.

Leader: Steve Burns

Tuesday 14 April - Albany Bird 
Group Excursion
More details about destination, meeting 
place, etc., will be available on E-news, 
or check the Albany Bird Group's 
website http://sites.google.com/site/
albanybirds/Home and Facebook page 
or email albanybirds@hotmail.com for 
further information. 

Leader: Anne Bondin 

Thursday 16 April: Tomato Lake, 
Kewdale
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am near the small 
tearooms at Tomato Lake off Oats 
Street, Kewdale. Travelling south along 
Orrong Road turn left into Oats Street 
and about 800 m on the right there is a 
drive-way into the parking area. Bring 
morning tea.

Leader: Ian Wallace

Saturday 18 April: Victoria 
Reservoir, Canning Mills
Half-day Photographic excursion
Meet at 8.00am sharp at the upper 
carpark beside the information board 
inside the park. The boom gates are 
closed at the entrance to the park on 
weekends and you will need to park 
outside and walk up to the carpark from 
there. 
From Perth travel east along Welshpool 
road, turn right at the T-junction on 
Canning road, travel about 400 m 
then turn right onto Masonmill Road. 
Continue on this road for 600 m, past 
the Masonmill Restaurant and Function 
Centre, and turn right following signs to 
the dam.
Victoria reservoir is now considered to 
be a hotspot for birds in the South West 
of Western Australia and including a 
number of endemics: Western Yellow 
Robin, Western Rosella, Western 
Spinebill, White-breasted Robin, Golden 
Whistler, Gilbert’s Honeyeater, Red-
eared Firetail, Red-winged Fairy-wren, 
Red-capped Parrot, Carnaby's Black-
Cockatoo, and Western Thornbill.

Leader: Tony Richards

Sunday 19 April: Lake Coogee, 
Munster
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in Fawcett Road, 100 
m from Mayor Road. Nearly 100 species 
of birds have been seen on and around 
the lake, including nine raptors. It is a 
large lake and has a path right around 
it so some people may wish to do the 
full circuit.

Leaders: Jan and Dave Crossley 

Monday 20 April: BirdLife Western 
Australia - General Meeting
Bold Park Eco Centre, 165 Perry Lakes 
Drive, Floreat
Event Time: 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm
The guest speaker is Sue Mather, 
talking about Rottnest Island Birds.
Entry is by gold coin donation and light 

refreshments will be provided.

Tuesday 21 April 21 to Monday 27 
April: Great Western Woodlands 
planned autumn survey
Frank Hann/Peak Charles
An interesting area north east of Lake 
King. Looking for volunteer leaders 
and surveyors plus at least two 4x4 
vehicles. Ideal for birders who are 
comfortable identifying birds of this 
area and have appropriate vehicles 
with all equipment necessary to be 
completely self-sufficient camping in 
the outback, including carrying water. 
Locations are remote.

Contact the Co-ordinators at gww@
birdlife.org.au

Sunday 26 April: Lake Richmond, 
Rockingham
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am on Safety Bay Road, 
Rockingham, opposite the Naragebup 
Environmental Centre on the western 
side of Lake Richmond. The walk 
around the lake will take 2 to 3 hours. 
One hundred and twenty-five species 
have been recorded at the lake, 
including 14 species of raptor seen 
regularly. Another interesting feature of 
the lake is the thrombolites.
Leader: Chris Van Haeften

Saturday 2 May to Monday 4 May: 
Weekend Campout, York
We will stay in the York Traveller's Rest 
Caravan Park. The Park is located at 
2 Eighth Rd, York. There is no on-site 
accommodation but there are both 
powered and unpowered sites to cater 
for swag, tent, camper trailer, camper-
van, motor home, caravan, or bus.
Bookings can be made by calling 0419 
043 885.
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Sites have been reserved for us so 
please mention that you are with 
BirdLife WA for the campout when you 
book. Please see their website - https://
yorktravellersrest.com.au/ - to check out 
the facilities available.
The campout will officially start with a 
briefing sundowner on Friday 1 May at 
6:00 pm at Travellers Rest Caravan Park.
Please contact the BLWA office on 9383 
7749 to put your names down if you 
wish to join the campout. Numbers will 
be limited to 25 participants.
Leaders: Clive Nealon and Bill McRoberts

Sunday 3 May: Bull Creek Wetlands
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at Brockman Park 
Reserve. Travel along Leach Highway 
and turn south into Karel Avenue then 
turn right into Brockman Avenue. Turn 
right into Stringfellow Drive, then first 
right into Mossman Crescent.
This walk follows Bull Creek, then winds 
in behind the playing fields of All Saints 
College, then on through Reg Bourke 
Reserve and finally around Richard Lewis 
Park, which is a Lions Club rehabilitation 
project and memorial arboretum.
The creek has flooded gums, Jarrah, 
Marri, paperbark, and casuarinas along 
its banks. Splendid Fairy-wren, Western 
Wattlebird, White-faced Heron and 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill have been 
recorded here.
Bring water and morning tea.

Leader: Sue Keogh

Saturday 9 May: Victoria Reservoir, 
Canning Mills
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park beside 
the information board at the entrance 
to the dam. From Perth, travel east 
along Welshpool Road and Welshpool 
Road East to the T-junction at Canning 
Road, turn right and travel for about 
400 m to Masonmill Road. Turn right 
into Masonmill Road and continue along 
this road for about 600 m, following the 
signs to the dam past the Masonmill 
Gardens function centre, to the entrance 
to the car park. We will follow the 
walking track down to the dam. This 
walk is of moderate length, perhaps 
5 km, but it does contain some steep 
steps that need to be negotiated both 
down and then up, so it does require a 
moderate level of fitness.

Leader: Claire Gerrish

Sunday 10 May: Flynn Road, 
Mundaring
Half-day Photographic excursion
Meet at 8.00am at the corner of Flynn 
Road and Great Eastern Highway, about 
10km past Sawyers Valley, about 1 
km before the Lakes and York turnoff. 

We will then drive in convoy to our 
destination. We will have the opportunity 
to photograph birds in both Wandoo and 
Jarrah/Marri woodlands. Birds include 
Rufous Treecreeper, robins and Restless 
Flycatchers.
Leaders: Geoff and Sandra West

Sunday 10 May - Saturday 16 May: 
Great Western Woodlands planned 
autumn survey
Dundas
This survey route follows the historic 
Old Telegraph track south of the Eyre 
Highway. Ideal for birders who are 
comfortable identifying birds of this area 
and have appropriate vehicles with all 
equipment necessary to be completely 
self-sufficient camping in the outback, 
including carrying water. Locations are 
remote. Looking for volunteer leaders 
and surveyors plus at least two 4x4 
vehicles.
Contact the Co-ordinators at gww@
birdlife.org.au 

Tuesday 12 May - Albany Bird Group 
Excursion
More details about destination, meeting 
place etc., will be available on E-news, 
or check the Albany Bird Group's 
website http://sites.google.com/
site/albanybirds/Home and Facebook 
page or email for further information 
albanybirds@hotmail.com

Excursion leader Anne Bondin

Saturday 16 May: Manning Lake, 
Spearwood
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park, 
Azelia Road, opposite the Azelia Ley 
Homestead Museum, on the western 
side of the lake. This is a semi-
permanent wetland, with a fringe 
of paperbark trees, noted for its 
waterbirds. Bushbirds are also plentiful 
in the reserve and in bush to the west.

Leader: John Brooke

Wednesday 20 May: Bold Park, 
Floreat
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the Camel Lake 
car park, which is at the southern end 
of Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat, for a 
walk in Bold Park. This is a pleasant 
and interesting walk close to BirdLife 
Western Australia’s back door.

Leader: Athena Georgiou

Sunday 24 May: Ray Marshall Park, 
Viveash
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park of Ray 
Marshall Park. Go to the end of First 
Avenue, off Great Eastern Highway, just 
east of Governor Stirling Senior High 

School. We will take a morning walk 
along the John George Trail that runs 
beside the Swan River. On the return 
walk, we will divert to a swampy area 
250 m off the track, and this will usually 
add up to six extra species to the list.
The walk includes big river redgums, 
waterbirds along the river, and the walk 
to the swamp mentioned above.

Leader: Peter White

Monday 25 May: BirdLife Western 
Australia - General Meeting
Bold Park Eco Centre, 165 Perry Lakes 
Drive, Floreat
Event Time: 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm
The guest speaker is Dr Amanda 
Ridley; 'Pied babblers: two decades of 
research into the effects of cooperation, 
conflict and climate change on a high 
social African bird'
Entry is by gold coin donation and light 

refreshments will be provided.

Saturday 30 May to Monday 1 June: 
Western Australia Day Campout, 
Ninghan Station
Ninghan Station is 380 km north of 
Perth on the Great Northern Highway 
and is sign-posted on the western side 
of the highway about 34 km north of the 
turnoff to Mt Gibson Station, with the 
turn off being on the right (or eastern) 
side of the highway. Nearest fuel is at 
Wubin 110 km south or Paynes Find 60 
km north. The station covers an area of 
206,000 hectares and about 100 bird 
species have been identified here.
We will camp at the homestead which 
has showers and toilets, but there is no 
power for campers. The station has solar 
power and the system cannot cope with 
the extra load.
Plan to arrive on Friday 29 May in time 
for a briefing at 5.30pm. Some of the 
birding will consist of driving to various 
parts of the station on dirt tracks.
Cost will be $10-00 per person per 
night payable on site with a limit of 25 
participants. Please contact the BLWA 
office on 9383 7749 to book a place if 
you wish to join the campout.

Leader: Peter White

Saturday 30 May: Jandakot Regional 
Park, Harrisdale
Half day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am in the car park at Carey 
Baptist College, Wright Road, Harrisdale. 
Park near to Wright Road. We will cross 
the road to access the park through a 
gap gate.
This reserve has good tracks throughout 
with varied vegetation including wetland 
areas which may have some water in 
them if we have had enough autumn 
rain. Many bushbirds have been seen, 
including Splendid Fairy-wren, Western 

Coming events, ctd
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Spinebill, White-browed Scrub-wren, 
Grey Shrike-thrush, Fan-tailed and 
Shining Bronze-Cuckoos, Red-capped 
Parrot and Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo. 
Wetland species are also a possibility, as 
are several species of raptor.

Leader: Debbie Walker

Saturday 6 June: Flynn Road, 
Mundaring
Half/Full-day excursion
Meet at 9:00 am at the corner of Flynn 
Road and Great Eastern Highway, about 
10 km past Sawyers Valley or 1 km on 
the Perth side of The Lakes (the York 
turnoff). We will look at several areas of 
Wandoo woodland. Species seen here 
can include Crested Shrike-tit, Western 
Yellow Robin, Restless Flycatcher and 
Painted Button-quail.
Bring morning tea that you can carry. 
Bring lunch if you would like to continue 
with us at a further area nearby.

Leader: Charles Merriam

Sunday 14 June: Tom Bateman 
Reserve, Thornlie
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am beside the playground/
sporting complex at the corner of 
Nicholson and Wilfred Roads (car-park 
entry is off Wilfred Road).
We will look at a series of wetlands 
constructed to remove nutrients from 
water draining into the Canning River. 
We will also look at small bushland areas 
if they are accessible. Rubber boots may 
be a good idea, and insect repellent.
Bring morning tea to have while we do a 
combined bird list.

Leaders: George and Pam Agar

Thursday 18 June: Lake Monger, 
Cambridge

Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the car park at 
the end of Dodd Street, which runs off 
Harbourne Street. The walk around the 
lake will take 2-3 hours. This is a good 
opportunity to see many species of 
ducks, waterbirds, and some bushbirds. 
Resident Variegated Fairy-wrens are 
often seen.

Leader: Sue Abbotts

Saturday 20 June: Lake Goollelal, 
Kingsley
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am at the car park on 
Woodlake Retreat. From the junction of 
Wanneroo Road and Hepburn Avenue, 
travel north on Wanneroo Road to the 
first set of traffic lights and turn left into 
Woodlake Retreat. The car park is 50 m 
from the turn off.
This lake offers a good selection of 
bushbirds and waterbirds. It is part of 
the Northern Swan Coastal Plain Key 
Biodiversity Area (KBA) for Carnaby’s 
Black-Cockatoo. Bring your 'scope if you 
have one.

Leader: Clive Nealon

Sunday 21 June: Photogroup 
Workshop
BirdLife WA Meeting Room, 
Peregrine House, Bold Park. 
Meet at 2.00 pm for a tutorial/workshop 
examining the use of the Spyder 
colour checkr card and spyder 5 pro/
elite+ in colour correction and monitor 
calibration. You do not need to be able 
to set colour temperatures and gamma 
on your monitor to use Spyder Pro. We 
will show you how to set up a monitor 
with your laptop and discuss what you 
can do if you are unable to use any of 
these methods. Time permitting we may 

all take a few images and to try out 
the colour checkr to print out your best 
image or print out your image at home. 
Please phone the BirdLife WA office 9383 
7749 to book as numbers are limited.

Leader: Sandra Wallace

Monday 22 June: BirdLife Western 
Australia - General Meeting 
Bold Park Eco Centre, 165 Perry Lakes 
Drive, Floreat
Event Time: 7:30 - 9:30 pm 

Sunday 28 June: Serpentine 
National Park
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the junction of the 
South West Highway and Falls Road (the 
turnoff to Serpentine Falls). We will walk 
along a ridge overlooking Serpentine 
Falls and have views across the plain 
to the ocean. The bush in this area has 
both Marri and Wandoo and usually 
yields a good number of bird species.

Leader: Sue Abbotts

Saturday 29 August to Saturday 31 
October   
Stirling Range Retreat
BirdLife Western Australia volunteer lead 
morning (8am) and afternoon (3pm) 
walks at Stirling Range Retreat. All 
weeks are still available to volunteers 
who would like to take part in the 
program and weeks will be allocated 
on a first come, first served basis. 
Evening talks conducted at 7pm Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday of bird 
photographs and accompanying bird 
calls.
For further details please contact Clive 

Nealon via email at clivenealon@
bigpond.com or by phone on 9448-5921 

or 0402 009 462

Coming events, ctd

Crossword No. 42 answers

ACROSS

1 circumpolar, 6 low, 8 attacks, 10 err, 11 rival, 12 cere, 13 
news, 14 lee, 15 bustard, 17 bonnet, 19 sociable, 21 carer, 
23 satisfaction, 25 neat, 26 seep, 27 hot.

DOWN

1 contribution, 2 relevant, 3 Letter-wing, 4 reader, 5 ask, 
7 Wellard, 9 scavenger, 16 penalty, 17 breasts, 18 first, 19 
sound, 20 bites, 22 bare, 24 net.



Page 50 Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 173 March 2020

BirdLife Western Australia
Western Australian Bird Notes

BECOME A SUBSCRIBER TO 
Western Australian Bird Notes

 

WHY?

	 GIVES YOU THE LATEST NEWS ON WHAT IS HAPPENING WITH 
BIRDS IN WA

	 REAL BIRD CONSERVATION IN ACTION
	 BIRDS SEEN LATELY AND WHERE
	 EXCURSIONS, CAMPOUTS, TALKS, WORKSHOPS

	 OPPORTUNITY TO SHARE YOUR EXPERIENCES WITH BIRDS

WABN subscription rate per annum $24.00
Complete and sign the form, and mail to: BirdLife Western 
Australia, 167 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat, WA 6014

Title                    First name

Last name

Address

                                                           Postcode

Phone (h)                                               
      
         (w)

         (m)
Email

I enclose a cheque/money order payable to ‘BirdLife Australia’

OR

Debit my   Mastercard  o                         Visa o

___ ___ ___ ___    ___ ___ ___ ___    ___ ___ ___ ___     ___ ___ ___ ___

......../.........                        ....................................................................
Expiry date                               Cardholder’s name (please print)

.......................................................................
Signature of Cardholder

6/2019

Calendar of events
Sat 14 March: Lake Gwelup, Stirling
Tue 17 March: Blackwall Reach, Bicton
Sat 21 March: Yangebup Lake, Cockburn
Sun 22 March: Woodman Point, Cockburn
Mon 23 March: BirdLife Western Australia - General 

Meeting, Floreat
Sat 28 March: Herdsman Lake, Stirling
Mon 30 March to Sun 5 April: Great Western 

Woodlands, Credo
Sun 5 April - Great Cocky Count
Sun 5 April: Lancelin 
Fri 10 - Mon 13 April: Easter Campout - Karara 

Rangeland Park (ex Warriedar), Shire of 
Yalgoo

Fri 10 - Mon 13 April: Easter Campout, Albany
Sat 11 April: Ellis Brook, Gosnells
Tue 14 April: Albany Bird Group Excursion
Thu 16 April: Tomato Lake, Kewdale
Sat 18 April: Victoria Resevoir, Canning Mills
Sun 19 April: Lake Coogee, Munster
Mon 20 April: BirdLife Western Australia - General 

Meeting Bold Park, Floreat
Tue 21 - Mon 27 April: Great Western Woodlands, 

Frank Hann/Peak Charles
Sun 26 April: Lake Richmond, Rockingham
Sat 2 - Mon 4 May: Weekend Campout, York
Sun 3 May: Bull Creek Wetlands
Sat 9 May: Victoria Reservoir, Canning Mills 
Sun 10 May: Flynn Road, Mundaring 
Sun 10 - Sat 16 May: Great Western Woodlands, 

Dundas
Sat 9 May: Victoria Reservoir, Canning Mills
Tue 12 May: Albany Bird Group Excursion
Sat 16 May: Manning Lake, Spearwood
Wed 20 May: Bold Park, Floreat
Sun 24 May: Ray Marshall Park, Viveash
Mon 25 May: BirdLife Western Australia - General 

Meeting, Floreat
Sat 30 May - Mon 1 June: Western Australia Day 

Campout, Ninghan Station
Sat 30 May: Jandakot Regional Park, Harrisdale
Sat 6 June: Flynn Road, Mundaring
Sun 14 June: Tom Bateman Reserve, Thornlie
Thu 16 April: Tomato Lake, Kewdale 
Thu 18 June: Lake Monger, Cambridge
Sat 20 June: Lake Goollelal, Kingsley
Sun 21 June: Photogroup Workshop, Bold Park
Mon 22 June: BirdLife Western Australia - General 

Meeting, Floreat
Sun 28 June: Serpentine National Park
Sat 29 Aug to Sat 31 Oct: Stirling Range Retreat
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Red-capped Plovers, Greater Sand 
Plover, Broad-billed Sandpiper and 
Red-necked Stint on Wader Beach 

(Roebuck Bay’s northern shores), p41, 
photo by Nyil Khwaja

Sanderling and Ruddy Turnstone at 
Separation Point, p 24, Photo by Mike 

Clarke

Cattle Egret at Mandurah, p34,  
Photo by David Budd
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Out in the field

This unusually plumaged New Holland Honeyeater was 
photographed at Hopetoun. It appears to be partially leucistic 
(some normally black feathers are white). Photo by John Tucker

Bridled Tern, photo by Garry Taylor

Scarlet Robin at Victoria Dam, photo by Caroline MynottAustralian Little Bittern (juv) at Herdsmans Lake on 4 Jan 2020, 
photo by John Baas


