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EXCITING TIMES IN THE WA BITTERN PROJECT
Exciting Times in the WA Bittern Project, ctd

BirdLife WA has been actively researching the Aus-
tralasian Bittern since 2007 with the Department of 
Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions (DBCA). 
In 2019 BirdLife WA was excited to receive gener-
ous funding from State Natural Resource Manage-
ment which has enabled a WA Wetland Coordinator 
to be employed to focus on conservation of Aus-
tralasian Bitten. Plaxy Barratt started in this role in 
May 2019 and will be based at the BirdLife Australia 
office in Bold Park, Floreat. The role will include 
considerable stakeholder engagement, particularly 
with landholders in the core bittern strongholds 
around the Muir-Unicup wetlands, Manypeaks (east 
of Albany), and Esperance, to protect and enhance 
wetland habitat on private lands. The role also incor-
porates fieldwork (in conjunction with the DBCA) at 
key wetland sites for Australasian Bittern including 
the continuation of sound recorder (Song Meter) 
deployment and habitat mapping. Monitoring and 
spatial data will be used to inform on-ground activi-
ties including fencing and revegetation, and recom-
mendations for future management of wetlands.

Since our last update in WABN September 2018, 
BirdLife WA hosted the successful and collabora-
tive ‘Australasian Bittern and its Wetlands’ Sympo-
sium on 21 November 2018, which was funded by 
SNRM. On the same day a recovery team planning 
meeting was held and the first recovery team meet-
ing was held in Manjimup in March 2019 (Figure 1). 
The WA Australasian Bittern Recovery Team com-
prises members from the Department of Biodiver-
sity, Conservation and Attractions (DBCA), BirdLife 
Australia, South West Catchment Council and South 
Coast NRM and is co-chaired by Sarah Comer 
(DBCA) and Vicki Stokes (BA). The team will drive 
the implementation of recovery actions such as con-
tinued monitoring and research, community educa-
tion and prioritisation of bittern habitat for protection 
and management. 

BITTERNS AT THE AUSTRALASIAN 
ORNITHOLOGICAL CONFERENCE 2019

In June this year, several members of the Recov-
ery Team (Sarah Comer and Allan Burbidge from 
DBCA, and Vicki Stokes and Plaxy Barratt from 
BirdLife WA) were able to attend the Australasian 
Ornithological Conference 2019 in Darwin. It provid-
ed excellent opportunities to collaborate with more 
than a dozen bittern researchers and managers 

from around Australia and New Zealand, including 
Matt Herring (PhD researcher from the BirdLife Aus-
tralia affiliated ‘Bitterns in Rice’ project) and Emma 
Williams (currently working on Australasian Bitterns 
with the Department of Conservation in New Zea-
land having completed her PhD on this species). 
Both researchers gave excellent presentations on 
their projects and were generous in sharing their 
knowledge. 

MONITORING IN SPRING-SUMMER 2018

Last spring our eight Song Meters (acoustic record-
ing units) were busy again on the Swan Coastal 
Plain wetlands and the Muir-Unicup wetlands (east 
of Manjimup). These recorders were bought with 
funds from the Lotterywest grant (2010 to 2012), the 
WA Twitchathon and calendar sales.

The wetlands monitored are shown in Table 1. Song 
Meters were programmed to record for a one-hour 
period starting at 2.5 hours prior to sunrise. This 
period was found to be the time that Australasian 
Bitterns call most frequently (Graff 2014) and also 
minimises dawn song and cow mooing which can 
drown out the calls of bitterns!

Table 1: Wetlands Monitored in 2018 by Song 
Meters

Swan 
Coastal 
Plain 
Wetlands

Timing
Muir-
Unicup 
Wetlands

Timing

Benger 
Swamp

Aug-Nov Byenup 
Lagoon

All year

Big Swamp Sep-Oct Kulunilup 
Swamp

Oct-Dec

Cleveland 
Road 
Swamp

Aug-Sep ‘Muir 
Highway”

Oct-Dec

Forrestdale 
Lake

Sep-Oct Tordit-
Gurrup

Oct-Dec

Thomson’s 
Lake

Sep-Nov

Manaring 
Lake

Oct-Nov

Nine Mile 
Lake

Oct-Jan

The Song Meters provided over 800 hours of 
recordings for the entire 2018 monitoring period. 
These needed to be prioritised for review for Aus-
tralasian Bittern and Australian Little Bittern calls 
while minimising volunteer time! The prioritisation 
process included only reviewing recordings where 
wind speeds were below 10 km/hr and process-
ing, at most, only every second day’s recording. 
In most cases weekly recordings were reviewed. 
This considerably reduced the number of record-
ings to be processed and volunteer time.

One Song Meter has been left at Byenup Lagoon 
to study calling of Australasian Bittern over an en-
tire year at this site. This recorder has now been 
working at this site for two entire years, provid-
ing resources to analyse calling frequency over 
all seasons. To date only the recordings from 
October to November have been prioritised and 
reviewed.

This year three volunteers reviewed all the record-
ings. The review work took our volunteers a total 
of approximately 36 hours to complete, which 
was well less than half the time taken the previ-
ous year. The time reduction was largely due to 
the improved prioritisation process. The current 
prioritisation system appears to be sustainable for 
volunteer time while also providing a good record 
of the numbers of Australasian Bittern present.

BITTERN RECORDS FOR 2018/19
The bittern records from 2018/19 are summarised 
in Table 2 and 3. Table 2 shows data from the 
Song Meters. It was great to record an Austral-
asian Bittern at Benger Swamp in 2018 as there 
have been limited records from this wetland in 
recent years. The data from the three southern 
Muir-Unicup wetlands were pooled as one com-
plex unit in Table 2 as the Song Meters at each 
survey site recorded the same birds across this 
broad wetland complex.

Table 2: Bittern Records from BirdLife WA vol-
unteer surveys in 2018

Wetland
Australasian 
Bittern Re-
cords

Australian 
Little Bit-
tern Re-
cords

Benger Swamp 1 1
Big Swamp 0 0
Cleveland Road 
Swamp

0 0

Byenup Lagoon S
“Muir Highway”
Tordit-Gurrup S

6-7 0

Forrestdale Lake 0 1
Kulunilup Swamp 1 2
Manaring Lake 0 0
Nine Mile Lake 0 0
Thomson’s lake Recordings 

failed

A review of WA Bird Sightings, Birdata and eBird 
databases provided several records of Australian 
Little Bittern during the period July 2018 until June 
2019 in Western Australia. These are summarised 
in Table 3. There were no records of Australasian 
Bittern in these datasets for 2018/19.

Table 3: Australian Little Bittern Records from 
databases in 2018/19.

Date Location

Number of 
Australian 
Little 
Bittern

Observer/s

12/10/2018 Lake 1 Phil Snow
25/10/2018 Lake 1 Susan 

Abbotts
2/11/2018 Lake 1 Phil Snow
2/12/2018 Lake 1 Daniel 

Mantle
2/01/2019 Lake 1 Phil Snow
6/1/2019 1 John Graff 

et al.
7/3/2019 Lake 1 Wynton 

Maddeford 
& Chris 
Cooper

26/05/2019 Lily Creek 
Lagoon 
(north 
end), 

1 Luke 
Paterson

Note: This table only reports the first record for each month 
within a wetland. Many other observers have noted hearing 
or seeing already reported Australian Little Bittern but these 
have not been included. DBCA and BirdLife WA will soon be 
conducting spring surveys of key bittern wetlands across the 
south-west and deploying sound recorders (Song Meters) for 
the coming bittern breeding season
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CAN YOU HELP THE PROJECT?

Have you seen or heard bitterns in WA and have 
not entered them on Birdata or eBird? If so, we 
would love to hear from you! The recovery team is 
currently collating records from all sources into a 
single shared database and is keen to know of any 
recent or historical records.

If you would like to volunteer to assist with pro-
cessing Song Meter recordings please contact 
Plaxy Barratt (details below), as this year BirdLife 
WA will be surveying more wetlands than last sea-
son as part of the SNRM funded project.

Alternatively, you can help by conducting dusk or 
dawn listening surveys through spring and summer 
at suitable wetlands. Healthy wetlands with dense 
sedge beds can host feeding and breeding Aus-
tralian Little Bitterns even in Perth urban wetlands. 
And the booming call of the male Australasian Bit-
tern can be heard for at least six kilometres across 
suitable healthy wetlands in the southwest, so 
these are worth a quick listen if you happen to be 
passing by.

We are in need of a volunteer to better organise 
the bittern and wetland research papers that the 
project has accumulated. It would be an enjoyable 
task for someone who has an interest in bitterns 
and the wetlands they inhabit!

For more details on any of these volunteer options, 
contact Plaxy at plaxy.barratt@birdlife.org.au.

Thank you to our volunteers

Thanks to David Secomb, Don Carlson, Julia 
Gross, Jeff Spencer, Morgan Pickering, and Wen-
dy Spencer who helped with Song Meter deploy-
ment or with reviewing the audio recordings.

Reference

Graff, J. (2014). Vocalisations and vocal 
individuality in the endangered Australasian 
Bittern (Botaurus poiciloptilus) in south-western 
Australia, with applications for conservation. 
B. Sc. Honours Thesis, University of Western 
Australia.

Robyn Pickering, Plaxy Barratt and Vicki 
Stokes

Book review
BIRDS OF PREY OF AUSTRALIA – A FIELD 
GUIDE (THIRD EDITION)
By Stephen Debus 2019. CSIRO 
Publishing, Clayton South, Vic. 224 pages, 
215 x 148 mm. Paperback, $44.99. ISBN: 
9781486311118.

Birds of prey have long-captured our 
imagination; something of their combined 
beauty and fierce predatory instincts 
appeals to many birders. Many raptors 
are highly visible across the Australian 
landscape, where they play a crucial 
role in maintaining healthy ecosystems 
as higher order predators. They are 
also a very diverse group ranging from 
the majestic Wedge-tailed Eagle to the 
stunning Pacific Baza or the diminutive yet 
fearsome Collared Sparrowhawk. It is this 
diversity of Australian raptors, both their 
identification and ecology, that Stephen 
Debus covers in this concise and award-
winning book.
The book draws heavily on Volume 2 of 
the Handbook of Australian, New Zealand 
and Antarctic Birds (HANZAB), to which 
the author contributed, but provides a 
much-condensed and more palatable 
text for the keen amateur naturalist. Jeff 
Davies’s wonderful HANZAB illustrations 
are also reproduced and remain the 
perfect mix of accurate, detailed and high-
quality plates for this edition.
This third update of Birds of Prey of 
Australia aims to be a fully revised edition 
and serve as a companion to the Birds 
of Prey in Flight: A Photographic Guide 
(CSIRO publishing) (see review in WABN 
170: 8). All the improvements of the 2nd 
edition are retained, including crucially the 
texts with illustrations on adjoining pages. 
It also incorporates revised text reflecting 
many relevant new scientific updates and 
includes species descriptions for several of 
the vagrant raptor species that have been 
recorded in Australia (notably excluding 
Eurasian Hobby). 
A significant oversight in the 2nd edition 
which has been addressed here, is the 
inclusion of distribution maps for all 
species; previously only some species 
accounts included maps. It employs the 
clear and easily-interpreted distribution 
maps used in the earlier-mentioned 

companion guide, derived from records 
submitted to eBird. I particularly like the 
generous size of these maps, often too 
small in standard bird guides.

The layout of the previous editions is 
retained. Part I is the field guide which 
contains detailed illustrations, information 
on identification, distribution maps and a 
section on vagrants. Part 2 is a handbook 
section that includes notes on the biology, 
ecology and behaviour of the non-
vagrant species. Most of these accounts 
include information on food and hunting, 
breeding, and threats and conservation. 
An excellent feature, popular in the 
2nd edition, is an illustrated section on 
difficult-to-distinguish species, where half 
of each confusion pair is presented side-
by-side allowing ready comparison of size, 
shape, and colouration. This allows a quick 
comparison of the plumage differences 
and, more importantly, the differences in 
jizz and structure of the wings, body, and 
tail, and provides a valuable comparison 
for novice and even more experienced 
birders.
I also particularly like the inclusion of a 
‘Threats, conservation and the future’ 
summary at the end of the handbook.

The bibliography is helpfully categorised 
by both species and by subject, for 
example, ‘Taxonomic (DNA) studies’, 
‘Raptor community studies’, and ‘Threats, 
conservation’. 
There are very few criticisms; however 
the photography section is a little 
underwhelming. Despite the addition of 
‘new and improved’ photos, these range in 
quality and arguably, value, in what they 
add to this guide, particularly given it is 
promoted as being a companion guide to 
the fully photographic volume, Australian 
Birds of Prey in Flight.

Overall this is a very well-presented, 
conveniently sized, information-dense 
guide. The text is concise and well-
written, whilst the retained field guide 
style continues to work well. 
In summary, this excellent guide will 
appeal and prove a valuable resource to 
a wide audience including birdwatchers, 

Exciting Times in the WA Bittern Project, ctd

Members of the first WA Australasian Bittern Recovery Team meeting held at Man-
jimup DBCA offices in March 2019.
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ObservationsBook review continued
ornithologists, students, wildlife carers, 
consultants, ecologists, and wildlife 
management authorities. It will undoubtedly 
aid the correct identification and appreciation 
of this enigmatic group of Australian birds, 
and thus contribute to their vital conservation 
as well.

Plaxy Barratt

BELAA PLANTS AND ANIMALS. BIOCULTURAL 
KNOWLEDGE OF THE KWINI PEOPLE OF THE 
FAR NORTH KIMBERLEY, AUSTRALIA
By Dolores Cheinmora et al. 2017.  Northern 
Territory Botanical Bulletin No. 46. 284 pp. 
$35.

GIJA PLANTS AND ANIMALS. ABORIGINAL 
FLORA AND FAUNA KNOWLEDGE FROM THE 
EAST KIMBERLEY, NORTH AUSTRALIA
By Shirley Purdie et al. 2018.  Northern 
Territory Botanical Bulletin No. 47. 252 pp. 
$35.

These two books are the most recent in a 
series that so far includes two volumes on 
Kimberley biota (Bulletin No. 35, 2011, and 
No. 42, 2013) and four volumes relating 
to Northern Territory biota. All volumes 
have similar format and include helpful 
advice about pronunciation of Aboriginal 
words and include Aboriginal information on 
geomorphology, climate, and the seasonal 
cycle, as well as observations of the natural 

history of plant and animal (including 
invertebrate) species and their names and 
their uses by Aboriginal people. The two 
volumes under review conclude with a 
useful tabulation of how species are used by 
Aboriginal people, and are well indexed.

Of interest to readers of Western Australian 
Bird Notes is the section on birds, with 102 
and 75 names recorded by Belaa and Gija 
people, respectively. Most names are of game 
birds, ‘noisy’ birds, and conspicuous birds. It 
is good to see Aboriginal informants (mostly 
women) credited with authorship, but sad 
that so many are deceased. These books are 
these Elders’ legacies.

I would have liked to have seen 
representative museum specimens of bird 
species being shown to interested and 
knowledgeable Aboriginal people. This may 
have elicited the names of smaller bird 
species, such as finches and honeyeaters.

All involved, including linguists, ecologists, 
and ethnobiologists, as well as the publishers 
(Batchelor Institute Press and Department 
of Environment and Natural Resources, both 
based in the Northern Territory) deserve 
congratulation for a fine effort.

Ian Abbott

Quality of digital photographs
IMPORTANT —PLEASE READ!

When submitting photos for use in WABN, please send a high quality 
image, eg, 300 ppi, with a file size of at least 600 kb (preferably 
over 1 mb).
It is suggested  that the settings on your digital camera be changed to the maximum 
resolution (setting).
Another area that could cause a problem is that some e-mail programs automatically 
reduce the file size, so these settings could be adjusted to maintain the original file size.
When e-mailing images, please attach them to an e-mail and not embedded in a Word 
document or in the e-mail itself.

This list has been compiled by the 
WA Records Officer with input 
from the WA Records Committee. 
Metropolitan suburbs or shires 
are in parentheses. Please report 
interesting observations the WA 
Records Officer, John Graff 
(wasightings@birdlife.org.au) or 
to the BirdLife WA office (9383 
7749). Sightings are included on 
the BirdLife WA sightings page 
(http://birdswa.org.au/sightings.
htm) as soon as possible, and 
the most interesting are selected 
for inclusion in the next WABN.
Includes records received up to 
and including 15th July.

HIGHLIGHTS

An exceptional quarter for seabird 
records, with the major highlights 
an exceptional influx of cold 
water seabirds into waters off 
the south-west and a Trindade 
Petrel in the same area. The 
influx of cold water species in 
June coincided with a similar 
influx, particularly of Southern 
Fulmar, recorded in south-eastern 
Australia. A series of strong 
cold fronts in early June brought 
some exceptional land-based 
sea-watching in the south-west. 
This produced an exceptional 
series of seabird records from 
Cape Naturaliste highlighted by 
16 Grey-headed Albatross in a 
single day, multiple Light-mantled 
Sooty and Sooty Albatrosses, 
several Southern Fulmar, 10s of 
White-headed Petrel and a Lesser 
Noddy. The Perth area produced 
stunning views of Blue Petrel 
and Grey-headed Albatross from 
the Woodman Point area, while 
several Southern Fulmars were 
found beach-washed and an Arctic 
Tern spent over a week around 

the boat harbour at Ocean Reef. 
A pelagic trip off Albany a week 
later also recorded a Southern 
Fulmar (a first for Western 
Australian pelagic trips) and a 
Sooty Albatross. The day after 
the Albany pelagic, an older 
immature Salvin’s Albatross was 
sea-watched from Cave Point 
near Albany, a notable record 
as previous records of Salvin’s 
Albatross off south-west Western 
Australia are controversial, with 
some (possibly all) be attributable 
to fresh juvenile White-capped 
Albatrosses. The exceptional run 
of sightings continued in late June 
when another cold front brought 
high counts of Pterodroma petrels 
from Cape Naturaliste over two 
days, primarily Great-winged 
and Soft-plumaged Petrels. 
Amongst these on the second day, 
a Trindade-type petrel was seen. 
Detailed notes were taken and 
after consultation, the observers 
were fairly confident this bird 
was identifiable morphologically 
as a Trindade Petrel. However, 
the bird most likely originated 
from a small breeding population 
on Round Island in the western 
Indian Ocean, where three related 
petrels (Trindade, Herald and 
Kermadec) breed, with some inter-
breeding, so the genetic situation 
is complex.

The exceptional June seabird 
records overshadowed several 
equally good seabird records from 
earlier in the quarter. Two Great 
Shearwaters were seen together 
on consecutive days offshore from 
Bremer Bay, and were followed 
by a third record photographed 
on a fishing trip off Walpole. An 
immature Atlantic Yellow-nosed 
Albatross highlighted a weekend 

of pelagic trips off Perth in May, 
a third record of the species off 
Western Australia in the past two 
years. A Streaked Shearwater 
seen from Cave Point in late April 
was a late record for this species 
and also represents just the third 
record of this species off the south 
coast of Western Australia, while 
two were also seen from Point 
Peron in Perth in mid-April. Sooty 
Shearwaters were also recorded 
on several occasions off the south 
and west coasts. This species 
has been recorded regularly in 
small numbers over recent years, 
suggesting that it has increased 
in occurrence somewhat, or has 
previously been overlooked. On 
the other hand, there were very 
few records of prions during this 
period, in contrast to earlier times 
when filter-feeding prions used 
to be reported as one of the more 
common beach-washed casualties; 
it’s possible that these species are 
declining significantly.
In northern Australia, a Purple 
Heron was found briefly at 
Carnarvon, likely the same bird 
that was present in the area in 
late 2018 given the expanses of 
inaccessible suitable habitat in 
the area. A Red Goshawk in the 
Pilbara is also the first record 
outside of the Kimberley in 
Western Australia, and even there 
it is rarely seen. In the Kimberley, 
a pond heron was seen and 
photographed at Parry Lagoons. 
Major passage of Pied and Black 
Honeyeaters was also noted 
throughout much of the quarter, 
highlighted by an exceptional 
passage count of over 16,000 Pied 
Honeyeaters in under four hours 
just north of Broome in May! (See 
also report in this issue - page xx).
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Observations, ctd Observations, ctd

This time of year is usually 
quiet on the offshore territories, 
outside of summer migrant 
season and with fewer birders 
visiting. However, a Purple 
Heron and a Cinnamon Bittern on 
Christmas Island in June and July 
respectively were notable finds.

METROPOLITAN (UBD 
STREET DIRECTORY)

Wandering Whistling-Duck – 
1, 06-23/05/19, Herdsman Lake 
(Herdsman) – AH et al. (vagrant 
to south-western Australia; likely 
same bird previously reported 
from Lake Monger, Bibra Lake 
and North Lake; see also WABN 
164, 170; photographs)

Australian Bustard – 1, 
03/05/19, Kwinana Fwy near 
Paganoni Rd (Karnup) – KW 
* 1, 05/06/19, Lake Goollelal 
(Kingsley) – KG (rare in the 
greater Perth area; several recent 
records in Perth area may involve 
same individual or represent 
small influx; photographs of Lake 
Goollelal record; see also WABN 
170)

Hooded Plover – 1, 23/05/19 
& 08/06/19, near Canning 
Bridge (Mount Pleasant) – 
WM & JJ * 1, 09/06/19, Deep 
Water Point (Mount Pleasant) 
– JJ * 1, 17/06/19, Point Dundas 
(Applecross) – PL (rare in the 
metropolitan area; likely same 
bird reported in area for past few 
years; see also WABN 168-170)

Masked Lapwing – 2 ssp. 
novaehollandiae, 14/04-16/06/19, 
Yanchep NP (Yanchep) – MG 
& GG * 1 ssp. novaehollandiae, 

01-04/06/19, Herdsman Lake 
(Herdsman) – JR et al. (rare in 
the Perth area but increasing; 
pair now resident at Yanchep; 
photographs)

Common Noddy – 2, 19/04/19, 
Point Peron (Peron) – MN et al. 
(uncommon this far south)

White-winged Black Tern – 1 
in breeding plumage, 16/05/19, 
Alfred Cove (Attadale) – RP 
(rarely seen in breeding plumage 
in south-west; photographs)

Arctic Tern – 1, 18-25/06/19, 
Ocean Reef Marina (Ocean Reef) 
– LB et al. (rare visitor to Western 
Australian coast; photographs)

ATLANTIC YELLOW-NOSED 
ALBATROSS – 1 immature, 
18/05/19, Perth Canyon, offshore 
Fremantle (Fremantle) – JG et al. 
(vagrant to Western Australian 
waters; subject to BARC 
acceptance; photographs)

GREY-HEADED ALBATROSS 
– 1 adult, 10-13/06/19 (taken 
into care on 13th, recovered and 
was released), Woodman Point 
and Jervoise Bay (Munster) – JS, 
GG et al. (rarely reported ‘at-sea’ 
in Western Australian waters; 
photographs)

SOUTHERN FULMAR – 1 
beachwashed alive, taken 
into care, 10/06/19, garden 
(Mandurah) – via FiO *1 
beachwashed alive, later 
died, 16/06/19, Tim’s Thicket 
(Bouvard) – via FiO * 1 
beachwashed dead, 16/06/19, 
Point Peron (Peron) – via FiO * 
1 beachwashed alive, taken into 
care, 24/06/19, driveway (Falcon) 

– via FiO (rare in Western 
Australia; small wreck)

BLUE PETREL – 1, 09/06/19, 
Woodman Point (Munster) – 
JA (rarely reported in Western 
Australian waters; photographs)
Antarctic Prion – 1 beachwashed, 
later died, 08/06/19, Swanbourne 
Beach (Swanbourne) – via FiO 
(relatively few reports in recent 
years; photographs)

Sooty Shearwater – 1, 
18/05/19; 1 19/05/19, Perth 
Canyon, offshore Fremantle 
(Fremantle) – JG et al. (scarce in 
Western Australian waters, but 
number of records is increasing; 
photographs)

Streaked Shearwater – 2, 
19/04/19, Point Peron (Peron) – 
MN et al. (rarely reported this far 
south)

Intermediate Egret – 1, 
04/05/19, Tom Bateman Reserve 
(Thornlie) – KG * 1, 16/06/19 & 
29/06/19, Yanchep NP (Yanchep) 
– MG, DD et al. (rare in south-
western Australia; photographs)
Spotted Harrier – 1, 30/04/19, 
Rottnest Island (Rottnest Island) 
– PW * 1, 23/06/19, Woodman 
Point (Munster) – JA (scarce in 
metropolitan area)

Black Kite – 1, 25/05/19; 2, 
15/06/19, ALCOA Wellard 
Wetlands (Baldivis) – KG & MN 
* 1, 22/06/19, Byford (Byford) 
– CH (rare in the south-west; 
Byford record may involve one of 
the same individuals; photographs 
of Baldivis record)
Western Rosella – 1, 01/06/19, 
ALCOA Wellard Wetlands 
(Baldivis) – MN (rarely reported 

on the coastal plain near Perth)
Rufous Fieldwren – 1, 12/05/19, 
Wreck Point (Two Rocks) – RD 
(south of usual range on west 
coast)

SOUTH WEST (SHARK BAY 
TO CAPE ARID)

Oriental Pratincole – 1, 
27/04/19, Morley Beach, Wilson 
Inlet (Denmark/Albany) – LG & 
SE (rare migrant to south-western 
Australia; photographs)

South Polar Skua – 1 pale 
intermediate morph, 22/06/19, 
Fitzgerald River National Park 
(Ravensthorpe) – DB (few winter 
records; photographs)

Lesser Noddy – 1, 11/06/19, 
Cape Naturaliste (Busselton) – 
DM, PB et al. (rarely reported this 
far south; distant photographs)

Wandering [Snowy] Albatross 
– 1 immature, 10/06/19, Cape 
Naturaliste (Busselton) – JG 
(rarely reported from shore in 
Western Australia)

Wandering Albatross [sp.] – 1, 
09/06/19; 9 (all age groups), 
10/06/19, Cape Naturaliste 
(Busselton) – JG & SF (rarely 
reported from shore in Western 
Australia; 9 a high count for the 
west coast; photographs)

LIGHT-MANTLED SOOTY 
ALBATROSS – 3, 10/06/19, 
Cape Naturaliste (Busselton) – 
JG (rarely reported in Western 
Australian waters; photographs)

SOOTY ALBATROSS – 2, 
09/06/19; 5, 10/06/19, Cape 

Naturaliste (Busselton) – JG & 
SF * 1, 15/06/19, Albany Canyon, 
offshore Albany (Albany) – PB 
et al. (rarely reported from west 
coast, rarely seen from shore)

GREY-HEADED ALBATROSS 
– 16 (all age groups) in 6hrs, 
10/06/19, Cape Naturaliste 
(Busselton) – JG (rarely reported 
‘at-sea’ in Western Australian 
waters; high count; photographs)

SALVIN’S ALBATROSS – 1, 
16/06/19, Cave Point Lighthouse, 
Torndirrup Peninsula (Albany) 
– SF & JG (vagrant to Western 
Australian waters, previous 
records controversial)

Southern Giant-Petrel (white 
morph) – 1, 27/06/19, Cape 
Naturaliste (Busselton) – DM, SF 
et al. (white morph rarely reported 
in WA waters)

SOUTHERN FULMAR – 2, 
10/06/19; 1, 11/06/19, Cape 
Naturaliste (Busselton) – JG, 
PB et al. * 1, 15/06/19, Albany 
Canyon, offshore Albany (Albany) 
– PB et al. * 1 beachwashed, mid 
06/19, Australind (Harvey) – via 
FiO (rare in Western Australia, 
few ‘at-sea’ records; photographs 
of Albany record)

TRINDADE PETREL 
(probable) – 1 intermediate 
morph, 27/06/19, Cape 
Naturaliste (Busselton) – DM, 
SF et al. (1st record for Western 
Australia; subject to BARC 
acceptance; detailed notes and 
sketch available)

Soft-plumaged Petrel – 200 
in 6.5 hrs, 26/06/19; 300 in 4.5 
hrs, 27/06/19, Cape Naturaliste 

(Busselton) – DM, SF et al. (high 
counts)

Soft-plumaged Petrel 
(intermediate/dark morph) – 
1, 15/06/19, Albany Canyon, 
offshore Albany (Albany) – PB et 
al. * 1, 26/09/19, Cape Naturaliste 
(Busselton) – SF, DBa et al. (dark 
and intermediate morphs scarce, 
though regularly reported off 
Western Australia)

White-headed Petrel – 1+, 
09/06/19; 20, 10/06/19, Cape 
Naturaliste (Busselton) – JG & 
SF (few recent ‘at-sea’ records; 
photographs)

Great-winged Petrel – 1,200 in 
6.5 hrs, 26/06/19; 1,600 in 4.5 
hrs, 27/06/19, Cape Naturaliste 
(Busselton) – DM, SF et al. (high 
counts)

Sooty Shearwater – 2, 10/06/19; 
1, 26/06/19, Cape Naturaliste 
(Busselton) – JG, DBa et al. * 
1, 15/06/19, offshore Albany 
(Albany) – JG et al. (scarce in 
Western Australian waters, but 
number of records is increasing)

GREAT SHEARWATER – 2, 
24/04 & 25/04/19, offshore 
Bremer Bay (Jerramungup) – 
via DM * 1, 11/05/19, offshore 
Walpole (Manjimup) – MB (2nd 
and 3rd records for Western 
Australia, photographs)
 
Streaked Shearwater – 1, 
30/04/19, Cave Point Lighthouse, 
Torndirrup Peninsula (Albany) – 
SF & JG (3rd record for the south 
coast)

Red-backed Kingfisher – 1, 
01/05/19, Ocean Farm Dr 
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(Gingin) – JB * 1, 09/05/19, 
Margaret River Perimeter Rd 
(Augusta-Margaret River) – 
CW (scarce visitor to Gingin 
region, vagrant to far south-west; 
photographs)

ARID ZONE

PURPLE HERON – 1 adult, 
11/07/19, Carnarvon Small Boat 
Harbour (Carnarvon) – PT & RF 
(3rd record for Western Australia; 
possibly same bird seen in region 
in late 2018, see WABN 169; 
subject to BARC acceptance; 
photographs)

RED GOSHAWK – 1, 05/06/19, 
Robe River Bridge, Great 
Northern Hwy (Ashburton) – LT 

(1st record for the Pilbara, rarely 
reported in WA; photographs)

KIMBERLEY

POND-HERON sp. – 1, 31/05-
02/06/19, Marlgu Billabong, 
Parry Lagoons (Wyndham 
– East Kimberley) – LP et al. 
(any record of pond-heron sp. 
represents a vagrant to Western 
Australia; identification in non-
breeding/immature plumages 
challenging)

PIED HONEYEATER – 16,400 
on passage in 3.5 hrs, 19/05/19; 
2,185 on passage in 1.75 hrs, 
20/05/19, Quondong Point 
(Broome) – ASR (exceptional 
counts; rare in Broome region)

Black Honeyeater – 400 on 
passage in 3.5 hrs, 19/05/19; 
2,185 on passage in 1.75hrs, 
20/05/19, Quondong Point 
(Broome) – ASR (high counts; 
rare in Broome region)

CHRISTMAS ISLAND 

Cinnamon Bittern – 1, 10/07/19, 
Greta Beach Road – MS 
(vagrant to Australian territory; 
photographs)

PURPLE HERON – 1 young 
bird, 07/06/19, South Point – MS 
(vagrant to Australian territory; 
photographs)

OBSERVERS

AH = Andreas Heikaus
ASR = Allan and 
Sandy Rose
CH = Col Heap
CW = Christine Wilder
DB = David Brauhart
DBa = Damian Baxter
DD = Drew Davison
DM = Dan Mantle
FiO = Fiona 
O’Sullivan
GG = Geoffrey Groom
JA = Jason Abuso
JB = John Baas
JG = John Graff
JJ = James Joubert
JR = Joseph Russell
JS = Jennifer Sumpton
KG = Ken Glasson
KW = Kim Williams
LB = Lee Beavis
LG = Linda Giblett
LP = Luke Paterson
LT = Lester Trotter
MB = Murray Bridges

MG = Martin 
Greenwood
MN = Mark Newman
MS = Martin Schulz
PB = Plaxy Barratt
PL = Peter Lowe
PT = Peter Taylor
PW = Paul Wilkins
RD = Rob Davis
RF = Rose Ferrell
RP = Robyn Pickering
SE = Steve Elson
SF = Stewart Ford
WM = Wynton 
Maddeford

Gavin White
MRB5813 
AU31609

Ph: 0448 975 586
For servicing and repairs to all 

makes of  vehicles
Specialising in air conditioners, 

servicing and repairs

White Torque Pty Ltd

A complimentary comment was made to me 
by a non-WA person about the high quality 
of Western Australian Bird Notes with which 
of course I agreed. This publication is 
distinctive to the WA Branch and in many 
ways reflects the scope and diversity of 
birding and bird conservation interests 
within the Western Australia Branch. This is 
because of the high quality of contributions 
made and due to the dedicated coordinating 
and editorial efforts by the small group who 
make it happen each quarter.

We are now developing an additional 
method of communicating and sharing 
information or experiences within the 
Branch through formation of the WA Bird 
Conservation Network. This was initiated 
at the BWA Regional Group Forum held in 
April for the purpose of networking between 
regional and other associated groups. While 
yet to be fully developed, we do have the 
basic structure sorted for it to be launched 
soon.

In the last edition of Western Australian 
Bird Notes, bio-notes were provided 
for each member of the BWA Executive 
Committee. This was to say who we are 
and that we are intending to be open and 
relevant to members and supporters. We 
are developing well as an effective team, 
tackling a range of priority issues. We can’t 
deal with all issues but we are dealing 
with those that we think we can to make 
a difference about for birding and bird 
conservation outcomes.

In this edition is a statement to clarify 
insurance coverage for our outings and 
activities. This is really important to get 
right if we want to be assured that we are 
insured and safe. For some events we have 
not been covered because of incorrect 
procedures. If a serious accident were to 
occur, the insurance company will look first 
to determine if we are following normal risk 
management procedures.

BWA EC now has a procedure to consider 
all excursions or activities for approval. 

Without approval, the event is not covered 
by insurance. With time, we will be 
focusing more on occupational, health 
and safety requirements, including simple 
risk assessments, for our events. It is the 
responsibility of the activity leader to adopt 
these, but it is also the responsibility of 
those who attend events to ensure they 
disclose any potential health risk or related 
issues, and it is important that participants 
do not do things that increase risk to the 
activity, such as wandering off and getting 
lost as can happen for birders!!

We have had some wonderful presentations 
at monthly general meetings in Perth. I am 
aware that these are not available unless 
you are in Perth, and you are very welcome 
to attend if you are. We are looking at ways 
to make such information more available 
to others. If you have suggestions for 
interesting presentations next year, please 
let me know.

There have been some very significant 
resource development proposals in 
recent months to which we have made 
submissions about potential impacts on 
birds and bird habitat at local, state and 
national levels. These include proposals 
for potash mining in lakes, extensive 
renewable energy projects, lithium mining 
and a proposed marina development. There 
are many smaller proposals that impact on 
birds that we comment on where we can.

A substantial opportunity, perhaps once-
in-a lifetime, is to contribute to the State 
Government’s Plan for Our Parks initiative. 
Their intention is to increase the secure 
reserved area by 20 percent. National 
Park status for the Helena Aurora Range 
is a high priority for us, as is secure 
reservation for cockatoo habitat in the 
Cocanarup Timber Reserve, which is not 
really a reserve at present. But there are 
many other opportunities for us in which to 
express interest. I encourage your interest 
and contribution to these processes.
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With spring ahead, or otherwise considered 
as the Djilba and Kambarang Noongar 
seasons, I trust that you will be enjoying 
rich and varied birding experiences. I will 
be. Your efforts are appreciated.

Viv Read
Chair BWA

WA BRANCH REPORTS

BIRDLIFE INSURANCE – HOW IT 
APPLIES TO BIRDLIFE WA OUTINGS AND 
ACTIVITIES

We are all aware that BirdLife Australia 
provides a level of insurance cover for 
activities but I have found that not all of us 
understand well how this applies, so BWA 
Executive committee (BWA EC) sought 
clarification for practical application to our 
outings and activities.

The risk that we have by not being clear and 
abiding by the national requirements, is that 
we may have a false sense of assuredness 
that we are covered by insurance when in 
many situations we are not.
We have sought clarification about this now, 
rather than having it determined in a possible 
coronial enquiry. As leaders of public events 
and activities, we have a responsibility to 
ensure the safety of those involved.

Insurance cover
Participants in BirdLife Australia’s activities, 
whether members or non-members have 
access to our Public Liability Insurance and 
Personal Accident and Illness Insurance, 
but only if they are on official activities, 
conducted within Australia. To be considered 
“official” the activity must be:
    •   Arranged and led by a BirdLife member 
or employee, and if led by a non-staff 
member 
    •   Approved by BWA EC, and advertised 
on the national Calendar of Events on the 
BirdLife website
 
At all times participants must act reasonably, 
i.e. they must adhere to safety briefings and 
wherever practicable and reasonable they 
must not act to cause damage or injury nor 

fail to act where damage or injury could be 
prevented.

BWA EC will approve an outing or event that 
is:
    •   Arranged by a group that is recognised 
as a part of BirdLife Australia (i.e. not a group 
that is separately constituted),
    •   Publicised on the national and branch 
calendars of events
    •Is led by a BirdLife member who adopts 
recognised BirdLife Australia’s Occupational, 
Health and Safety procedures
    • Is an outing or event for which a risk 
assessment and management plan has been 
prepared, or if in the opinion of BWA EC, 
there is adequate consideration of risk.

Hypothetical situations
So that we could better understand how 
insurance cover applies to BWA outings and 
activities, BWA EC posed a set of hypothetical 
scenarios. A summary of the responses 
received from National Office to these are 
shown below.

Scenario 1
An advertised social birding excursion for 
members and visitors that gets all attendees 
to sign a sheet but doesn’t worry too much 
about providing OH&S information to 
attendees on the day and doesn’t get around 
to recording the outing data – are they all 
covered?

Yes, as long as the excursion has been 
advertised AND approved by the BWA EC 
prior to the event.
 
A risk assessment is to be completed for an 
activity and participants are to be informed 
(see the BirdLife Australia Guidelines for 

Leading Groups on Outing). This can be 
quite simple or more extensive depending 
upon the type of activity. These assessments 
are to be recorded as evidence that the 
assessment was completed and participants 
were informed

Scenario 2 
A group of members that go on a birding 
or bird survey trip (e.g. at the request 
of a separate organisation) that has not 
been approved by BWA EC or has not been 
suitably advertised - are they covered?

No. This activity is not covered by insurance

Scenario 3
A group that advertises their outings, does 
the right thing by OH&S, records their data 
but is in fact separately constituted – are 
they covered? 

No. This activity is not covered by insurance

Scenario 4
A separately established organisation that 
we have invited (using the correct process) 
to affiliate with us are arranging a birding 
activity – are they covered? 

No. This activity is not covered by insurance
However if members of the organisation are 
invited to participate in a BirdLife advertised 
and endorsed activity they are covered, as 
long as their activities are part of the official 
program.

Scenario 5
A regional BWA group that does all the right 
things for outings etc, but then undertakes 
their own unannounced independent project 
in the name of BirdLife Australia or BirdLife 
WA. – are they covered for that activity? 

No. This activity is not covered by insurance
No BirdLife project is considered to be 
‘independent’. Any such project must be 
approved by the BWA EC and must be 
suitably advertised.

Scenario 6
An established group that does all the right 
things for social birding outings (including 

advertising, data recording etc.) but 
then refuses to get involved in any other 
activity claiming they are a bird club not a 
conservation group – are they covered?

Yes, as long as they are an official bona 
fide group of BWA and have met the criteria 
for advertising the event and having it 
approved.

Note that BWA regional groups should 
use the correct naming as outlined in the 
Network Governance and Policies document. 
BWA regional groups should not be named 
as a ‘Bird Club’. If they do so, they may not 
be considered by BWA EC to be an ‘official’ 
group and therefore may not be covered by 
insurance.

In more general terms for consideration of 
insurance, a regional or associated group 
should align with BirdLife Australia’s vision 
and strategy and demonstrate this by 
contributing to the objectives in activities 
such as: 
   •   Local engagement to recruit and retain 
supporters
   •   Build partnerships with community, 
supporters, members, stakeholders
   •   Develop information for bird 
conservation e.g. by recorded bird surveys, 
analysis of threats and identifying required 
actions
   •   Advocate for birds and bird habitat 
conservation locally, regionally, at State level 
or in national campaigns 
   •   Undertake local bird conservation 
projects aligned with BirdLife’s strategy.
 
Please feel free to contact a BWA EC member 
to discuss any aspect of BWA event or 
activity risk management and insurance 
cover.

Viv Read
Chair BWA
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Birdlife WA Christmas 
Picnic BBQ

All Birdlife members and friends come and 
celebrate our successful year.

Date:            8 December 2019
Where: Vietnam Memorial Pavilion
  May Drive Kings Park
Time:            11 -2 pm 
BYO:           Chairs, food for bbq/picnic
                     drinks and especially good cheer 
Shelter:      The pavilion provides good
                     shelter

Parking is nearby: see map of area

Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority, Fraser Avenue,  
estern Australia 6005.
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Kings Park and  
Botanic Garden

bookings
If you wish to reserve an area in  
Kings Park and Botanic Garden for  
your function please call 9480 3624  
or email: bookings@bgpa.wa.gov.au 

contact
For assistance on the day of your booking 
call a Park Management Officer on  
0418 923 973

refreshments
Zamia Café - Opening Hours 
8.30 am - 4.30 pm  Monday – Thursday  
8.00 am - 5.00 pm  Friday – Sunday

Bovell Kiosk - Opening Hours 
Weekends and holidays

please protect your park
• Empty	ice	from	eskies	on	mulched

areas only.

• 	Nothing	to	be	staked	into	the
ground or attached to trees or
structures.

• Portable	BBQs	NOT	permitted.

legend

Automatic	Teller	Machine
Power outlet - fee and booking required
Public toilets - Open 8 am - 4.30 pm daily
Drinking fountain
Free	electric	BBQ
Parking
ACROD Parking - 4 Bays
Picnic table
Playground

Venues and Facilities for Hire

May Drive Parkland

WA BRANCH REPORTS

AOC 2019 - AN INSPIRING CONFERENCE!

The Australasian Ornithological Conference 
(AOC) is held every two years as a forum for 
bird researchers and ornithology enthusiasts 
to share latest discoveries, highlight critical 
conservation issues, collaborate on future 
research, and sometimes just to meet up 
with old friends. It is a highlight on many a 
calendar, and the 2019 AOC, held in Darwin 
on July 3rd – 5th, delivered spectacularly. 
Darwin was a great venue for an AOC 
meeting, and it was the biggest ever, with 
about 350 delegates – drawing attendees 
from Australia and NZ, plus also South 
Africa, UK and more. Suffice to say, with 
a varied schedule of talks, workshops 

and seminars there were lots of really 
interesting people to listen to and talk to!

Western Australia was well represented, 
as were our birds. BirdLife staffers Adam 
Peck and Tegan Douglas presented on 
the Great Cocky Count and the Great 
Western Woodlands respectively, but 
there was also a fantastic showcase 
of broader research from WA. AOC is 
a scientific conference, but one with 
content and speakers accessible to 
any interested persons. Thus talks 
on the Herdsman Lake Bird Banding 
Project sit alongside presentations on 
mapping Caspian Tern diet in the Peel-
Harvey Estuary, or dispersal patterns in 
Wedge-tailed Eagles and using climate 
predictions to map potential translocation 
sites for Western Ground Parrots, or the 
development of a new survey method for 
censusing bushbird communities and the 
trends in Perth’s urban bird populations.

The AOC is also about building skills, and 
Broome’s Grace Maglio also steered a 
well-attended workshop on best practice 
methods for tagging birds for research. 
And BirdLife WA staff Vicki Stokes and 

Plaxy Barratt participated in informal workshops 
with bittern researchers and managers from 
Australia and New Zealand - critical for the 
success of our WA bittern project.

A highlight of the AOC is always seeing the 
quality of the student presentations. BirdLife WA 
supported two students to attend the conference 
– Claire Greenwell (Murdoch University) 
reporting on the success of visual and audio 
cues to encourage Fairy Tern breeding colonies 
at managed sites, and Michael Lohr (Edith 
Cowan University). Michael also gave the Stuart 
Leslie Bird Research Award alumni presentation 
and discussed his work on linking rodenticide 
use and decline in Southern Boobooks to a 
captivated audience.

A big drawcard for any gathering of bird 
enthusiasts is always the quality of the 
birdwatching. There are lots of really interesting 
birds in and close to Darwin, and delegates 
took full advantage of the opportunities to go 
birdwatching in and around the conference 
schedule, visiting local hotpots like East Point, 
Buffalo Creek and the Botanic Gardens. Those 
who chose to stay afterwards visited places like 
Fogg Dam, Kakadu and Litchfield NPs, where 
they continued to bump into delegates from the 
conference.

There were plenty of inspiring talks, and we can 
strongly recommend future AOCs to researchers 
and managers, but especially to post-graduate 
students and project officers, and also any 
enthusiastic and interested birders. The next 
AOC will be held in 2021 in Auckland, New 
Zealand, and we hope to see many of you there!

Tegan Douglas and Allan Burbidge

CELEBRATING DR XENIA DENNETT'S 50 
YEARS OF MEMBERSHIP

Dr Xenia Dennett had a distinguished career as 
a neuropathologist in Victoria and has been a 

member of the Bird Observers Club of Australia 
(BOCA), RAOU, Birds Australia and BirdLife 
for 50 years. She has also been a member of 
the Victorian Ornithological Research Group 
(VORG) since 1971 and has held most offices 
within that organisation. Xenia was actively 
involved in banding Short-tailed Shearwaters 
and Flame Robins. She was also active in the 
Victorian Wader Study Group banding waders in 
Victoria, King Island and Broome. From 2003 to 
2014 she was Convenor of the BOCA Western 
Port Survey – the longest running, continuous 
bird survey in Australia, now rebranded as 
Waterbirds in Western Port.

She is currently a trustee of the Australian Bird 
Environment Foundation (ABEF) and you may 
have noticed some grants coming to WA in the 
last five years, for example to the Great Western 
Woodland project. 

Xenia was the inaugural Chairman of the 
Activities Committee in BOCA (1997-2002) 
and among other things, organised trips to 
Madagascar, Antarctica and Costa Rica.
After visiting Macquarie Island in 2007 and 
seeing the destruction caused by the rabbits, 
she played a pivotal role within BOCA, by 
speaking, writing articles and encouraging 
members to write to their local MP. This put 
pressure on the Federal government and then 
Minister for Environment and Water Resources, 
Hon. Malcolm Turnbull, in particular, to match 
Tasmanian funding for the eradication of the 
rabbits. To his credit he did and now five years 
after becoming rabbit free, Macquarie Island is 
regenerating very well.

She also contributed to all seven editions of 
Field Guide to the Birds of Australia by Ken 
Simpson and Nicholas Day. She was also 
the editor of BOCA’s Little Blue Birdlist – a 
pocket bird field record and has written over 40 
journal articles. A significant contribution to bird 
conservation in Australia.

Sue Abbotts
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WA BRANCH PROJECTS

LEG-FLAGGED HOODED PLOVERS AT 
BOB’S HOLLOW

Six months have passed since our hand 
raised Hooded Plover chicks were leg-
flagged and released.

The volunteers from the Cape to Cape 
Bird Group and the Department of 
Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions 
have been keeping a close eye on them 
and this report provides an update.

On 31 January 2019 our two juvenile, 
leg-flagged Hooded Plovers were released 
at Bob’s Hollow near Conto Beach. One 
had a yellow leg-flag (engraved with BA 
in black letters) and the other a blue leg-
flag (engraved with BA in white letters). 
The release site was well stocked with 
banks of seaweed as well as having the 
presence of a couple of adult Hooded 
Plovers. The blue leg-flagged and yellow 
leg-flagged Hooded Plovers remained at 
the release site up to early April. The blue 
leg-flagged Hooded Plover seemed a bit 
more adventurous as it would disappear 
for a few days but ultimately returned 
to Bob’s Hollow. The blue leg-flagged 
Hooded Plover was likely seen just north 
of the Margaret River estuary in March 
2019 on one of its forays. 

In early April 2019 both were sighted at 
Bob’s Hollow and seemed in good health 
and were slowly changing into adult 
plumage. There have been no sightings 
since then at Bob’s Hollow. The last 
sighting was made on 9 May 2019 by 
Natalie Bell. She sighted the yellow leg-
flagged juvenile in the company of an 
adult, 6 km north of the release site, just 
south of Boodjidup Creek. Bob’s Hollow 
was monitored during May, June and July. 
Hopefully during the coming breeding 

season they will be sighted again.

Our blue leg-flagged Hooded Plover was 
seen by Mick Cross at Quinninup Beach 
on 2 July in the company of another 
Hooded Plover. This is 44 km north of the 
original release site.

Please keep a look out for these birds 
- hopefully during the coming breeding 
season more sightings will come through. 
All sightings are useful as it helps us 
better understand juvenile dispersal in 
this species.

Marcus Singor 

Cosy 2 bedroom self-contained cottage 
conveniently located between Albany and 

Denmark.

	 Private and comfortable accommodation with 
reverse cycle air-conditioner, wood fire, queen 
bed, 2 single beds and fully equipped kitchen.

	 19ha (47 acres) of mostly natural bushland with 
an abundance of birdlife.

	 Close to a diversity of bird habitats, including 
Wilson Inlet, West Cape Howe National Park, 
coastal heath and forest. 

*Birdlife Australia member discount

Alan and Anne Pilgrim
M: 0437 696 862

E: staeri3172@iinet.net.au

MINERS AND POWERLINES

Calperum Station in South Australia was 
identified by the Australian Government as 
‘Critical Habitat for a threatened species’, 
as its mallee bushland supports the 
Endangered Black-Eared Miner, as well as 
Red-lored Whistlers, Regent Parrots and 
Mallee Striated Grasswrens (all of which 
are nationally threatened).

It came as a surprise, then, when 
transmission network company, 
ElectraNet, proposed a new high-voltage 
powerline which will cut through the 
mallee habitat of Calperum Station, 
even though there are other routes 
the powerline can take and the land is 
supposed to be protected under national 
environmental law. Such a destructive 
project, slicing through listed Critical 
Habitat, should never have been 
considered as an option, yet ElectraNet 
planned to use heavy machinery to cut a 
new road through the area, even when 
there are feasible alternatives.

After lobbying by BirdLife Australia, nearly 
2000 people made submissions opposing 
the route of the powerlines, and now 
ElectraNet is examining alternatives.

PELICAN ON THE MOVE

An Australian Pelican, banded as a chick 
as part of BirdLife Australia’s Great 
Pelican Count in Victoria’s Gippsland 
Lakes, has been found more than 700 
kilometres away, at Soldiers Point, near 
Port Stephens in coastal New South Wales. 
The bird was one of 25 pelican chicks 
banded in a pelican breeding colony in the 
Gippsland Lakes system in December last 
year.

Although the distance the bird travelled 
did not set a long-distance record, it was, 

nevertheless, two-and-a-half times longer 
than the average distance moved for this 
species. (The record longest movement 
recorded was 3219 kilometres, clocked up 
when a pelican flew from The Coorong in 
south-eastern South Australia to Papua 
New Guinea.) The bird, fitted with a red-
and-white leg-band labelled ‘217’, was last 
seen in the Gippsland Lakes in March, and 
was not seen again until its reappearance 
in the Hunter Region.

SATELLITE TRACKING REGENT 
HONEYEATERS

Regent Honeyeaters are renowned 
for wandering. While some of these 
movements are predictable, others 
are not, with odd Regents turning up 
unexpectedly in all manner of unexpected 
places. 

It’s a problem that’s faced the scientists 
studying this enigmatic species for 
years, with individual birds seeming 
to disappear for months or years at 
a time. Now a new development will 
allow researchers to follow their every 
movement, all in real time, to fill in the 
gaps. A breakthrough has been made in 
satellite tracking technology which has 
seen the development of GPS units that 
are small enough to be fitted to a Regent 
Honeyeater. The new unit weighs just 2 
grams and sits on a harness across the 
bird’s back, like a backpack.

Using this new technology, the birds can 
be followed in real time as they travel 
through the forest.

Trials of the new transmitters will begin 
shortly on captive birds at Sydney’s 
Taronga Zoo.

Across the Nullarbor: news from National 
Office
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REMEMBERING MERRIL HALLEY AND 
CHRIS GREENWOOD

Merril Halley and Chris Greenwood were 
founder members of our group known 
as the Carnaby’s Cockatoo Action Group. 
We formed the group in 2016 following 
a BirdLife community meeting that 
highlighted the serious plight of the 
endangered Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo.  
Right from the start both Chris and 
Merril’s knowledge and passion for 
Carnaby’s was very obvious. They were 
always in the forefront of any of our 
activities and our successful involvement 
in Sculpture by the Sea in 
2018 was originally Chris’ 
idea.

Through Merril’s work on the 
conservation of the Black-
flanked Rock Wallaby at 
WWF and Chris’ work as a 
Communications Consultant 
in the private, public and 
NGO sectors worldwide, they 
both had a great love for all 
nature. This love took them 
to some amazing places in 
WA and around the world. 
They often shared stories of 
their adventures with us at 
our meetings.

The deaths of our two friends in so short a 
time has really shaken our close-knit little 
group. We had spent a lovely afternoon 
with Chris and Merril just before Easter, 
flying our Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo 
themed kites. We all feel that it was a real 
privilege to know and work with Chris and 
Merril and these two talented and likable 
people will be sorely missed by everyone.

Linda Borrison, Christine Groom, 
Lynne Miles, Aidon and Laura Thomas

Carnaby’s Cockatoo Action Group

A FURTHER NOTE FOR MERRIL.

Merril was one of the founding members 
of CCAG and also worked closely with 
BWA on issues affecting Black-Cockatoo, 
including breeding surveys funded by 
WWF, consultation on SAPPR and clearing 
of the Gnangara pine plantations. Merril’s 
constructive and thoughtful input to such 
issues will be sorely missed. BirdLife 
WA expresses its condolences to Merril’s 
family and friends

Adam Peck

Carnaby’s Cockatoo Action Group flying Carnaby themed 
kites. Merril second from the left, Chris on the right

Members’ contributions
GREY-HEADED ALBATROSS SIGHTING

It was thrilling to be able to report 
the first sighting of the Grey-headed 
Albatross. I was able to capture a photo 
of it in flight right near the beach/groin 
area at Woodman Point on Monday 10th 
June at around 2pm. While the wind was 
howling and the rain abating, we (Lynley 
Davey and I) ventured to see what was 
around and found two Wilson’s Storm-
Petrel when all of a sudden an enormous 
bird flew onto the scene. Lyn and I 
immediately said "albatross" but not 
knowing what sort we hunted frantically 
for its features, and yes, the camera 
managed to capture them. I am surprised 
that I could even hold the camera still 
enough to get any pictures so you can 
only imagine our excitement on its ID!! 
It was so impressive with an incredible 
wingspan manoeuvring over the shore. 
We gasped at this immense wingspan in 
front of us!

I immediately let Athena know and then 
the troops began to arrive. Alas I was 
unable to get down there for the calm 
water shots to add to my collection due 
to other commitments but to say we were 
pretty stoked is an understatement! I 
believe the bird is in rescue mode and 
wait to hear its outcome.

Jennifer Sumpton

AUSTRALIAN BUSTARD SIGHTINGS 
AROUND JERRAMUNGUP

There was a spate of Australian Bustard, 
Ardeotis australis, sightings around 
Jerramungup during autumn 2019. This 
was unusual as sightings of this bird are 
quite rare in the lower south west of 
the State. The occurrence might have 
been due to the drought conditions in 
the district, which was experiencing the 
lowest rainfall on record.

Local community members report any 
unusual bird sightings to the Shire of 
Jerramungup which we then validate 
through photos, videos or by visiting 
the location to confirm the sighting. This 
process fosters community involvement in 
conservation matters.

On 30 May 2019 I went out to visit a site 
where an Australian Bustard had been 
sighted. Much to my amazement it was 
still at the site as described to me on the 
‘phone. 

A single bird was feeding in a small canola 
patch that had not been harvested. The 
bird was observed to feed on caterpillars 
of the white cabbage butterfly. It seemed 
to be rather tame, always returning to 
the canola crop which was in a patch of 
approximately 1.5 hectares in size and 
1-1.2m in height.

The Australian Bustard was first observed 
on 19 May 2019 and was in the same 
location, Meechi Road, half way between 
Bremer Bay and Jerramungup, ten days 
later when I visited and it remained there 
till at least 13 June 2019. When I called in 
at the site on 18 June 2019 the bird was 
absent and I think this was due to two 
Wedge-tailed Eagles and a fox feeding on 
road kill next to the canola patch.
Additional sightings of Australian 
Bustards were reported on farms in 
the Jerramungup and Ongerup districts 
around the same time. Most farmers 
reported individuals on recently ploughed 
fields. I spotted one adult bird on the 
Ongerup Golf course on Monday 27 May 
2019

Some historical recollections
Chris Biddulph, who has a farming 
property west of Jerramungup, mentioned 
he had last seen three Australian 
Bustards at West River in March 2015 
after a lot of stubble burning at a 
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neighbouring property but not since 
then.

John Tucker mentioned he had seen 
Australian Bustards in the Cocanarup 
homestead paddocks years ago, but not 
for a long time. Some years ago he had 
seen them in paddocks at Jerdacuttup 
and on the south side of Fisheries Road 
in Cape Arid NP, but it was at least eight 
years since he had seen one.

Murray Flett, who works for the Shire of 
Jerramungup, recalls seeing Australian 
Bustards over the years near the 
Wellstead township (34˚29’30” S; 
118˚36’20” E). He confirmed that this 
was in the early 1970s when he worked 
with his father on various farming 
properties and he regularly saw these 
birds in good numbers. Most were seen 
during the winter months.

A farmer from the Boxwood Hill 
(34˚21’46” S; 118˚44’ 45” E) region 
confirmed that the Australian Bustard 
was a fairly common bird on many 
farming properties in the region in the 
1970s.

MAGPIE MIMICRY

On a recent BirdLife excursion to 
Manning Park several of us heard an 
example of an Australian Magpie using 
mimicry. The bird was in a Tuart tree at 
the time when it broke off its own song 
to include a few easily recognisable 
notes of a Laughing Kookaburra. We 
had seen a pair of kookaburras earlier. 
Although magpie mimicry is well 
documented and recorded, it was the 
first encounter of this for most of us.
 
I wonder if the Laughing Kookaburras 
ever responded and what else the bird 
may have in its repertoire.

Pauline Woolley

GREAT CORMORANTS BREEDING 
AT HERDSMAN LAKE AND LAKE 
JOONDALUP.

A check on Perth’s Great Cormorant 
colonies in July 2019 revealed that a 
small number of Great Cormorants were 
breeding at Herdsman Lake. I estimated 
around 12 pairs were breeding on 
the eastern side, spread out in three 

separate groups (Table 1). The 
breeding sites were located 
along the western edge of Powis 
Lake, in a rim of Typha and small 
paperbark shrubs. Powis Lake 
falls within the Herdsman Lake 
Nature Reserve.
Some of the nests were at 
water level, located on a bed of 
accumulated Typha debris. 

Meir Altman and Shelley Altman 
had observed Great Cormorants 
on nests at Herdsman Lake on 5 
June 2019 and I appreciate them 
passing on this information.

 The nests of the Great Cormorants 
at Herdsman Lake were close to 

the water surface in comparison to the 
Great Cormorant nests at Lake Brearley 
which are in the top of the trees.

A visit to Lake Brearley in July 2019 
revealed 43 breeding pairs of Great 
Cormorants. At least 32 fledged 
juveniles were roosting at the base of 
the colony on 26 July and the colony 
was having a successful breeding 
season. 
At Lake Joondalup a new and small 
breeding colony of Great Cormorants 
(three pairs) was discovered by Phil 
Snow. Lake Joondalup is well stocked 
with carp and this might well be the 
reason the colony established. 

The colony was in a group of paperbark 
trees 2-3 metres high which stretches 
for approximately 5 metres. The 
location was parallel with the northern 
end of Lake Island and around 350 
metres out from the western shore. 
Lake Island is found towards the 
southern end of Lake Joondalup.

Table1. Great Cormorant colonies in 
Perth 2019.
Location No. of 

breeding 
pairs 
estimated

Year Month

Lake 
Brearley

43 2019 July

12 2019 July
Lake 
Joondalup

3 2019 July

Marcus Singor

WHAT YOU MIGHT EXPECT 
TRAVELLING ON THE GIBB RIVER 
ROAD

Five of us in four vehicles went up the 
Gibb River Road and further north to 
the Mitchell Plateau in June 2019. We 

were in a Mitsubishi 4WD, a Toyota 
Prado and two Subaru Forresters. No 
one found any serious difficulties but 
the lighter vehicles were bounced 
around so much that comfort demanded 
a speed of 20 km on the worst sections 
(and there were quite a few of those). 
The Prado could have maintained a 
higher speed but in the worst bits 20-40 
km was most comfortable. To keep the 
convoy together though it was easiest 
to settle into an average speed all 
could maintain. There were some long 
stretches of very smooth dirt and even 
sealed sections up some of the steeper 
climbs. Creek and river crossings and 
floodways appear to be a focus for 
maintenance, many were sealed and 
none seemed treacherous. Mind you, 
the north west had just experienced its 
worst wet ever, so opinion could change 
if having to ford the crossings.

What must be kept in mind is that 
conditions change quickly. The western 
part of the road had been the first 
to be graded after the wet in April. 
There was so much traffic on the road 
that it already had deep corrugations. 
Beware of over optimistic internet sites 
spruiking the Kimberley. One even 
enthusiastically gave the impression 
that anyone in a 2WD could do it. 
Maybe this is possible if the creeks were 
dry, but a destroyed suspension due 
to corrugations would be a more likely 
result.

The road into Mornington was not too 
bad with some good stretches. Bookings 
for campsites there are essential, as 
they restrict the numbers at any one 
time.
Intelligence on the conditions was 
difficult to obtain and sometimes only 
rumoured. The “Grader working up 
to Mitchell Plateau” was non-existent, 
however we found one working from 
east of the Kalumburu turnoff to make 

Australian Bustard, in the Jerramungup region. Photo by Steve 
Elson

Steve Elson
Environmental Officer, Shire of 

Jerramungup
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the trip from Drysdale and further 
east by far the most comfortable 
with recently graded surfaces. Lots of 
roadworks east towards Wyndham are 
extending the sealed road. It seems 
likely a lengthy section will be completed 
by the end of this year.

The road up to the plateau contained the 
worst corrugations I have experienced 
for any length of track anywhere. 20-
40 km most of the way and still you are 
bouncing badly. I have custom drawers 
built into the back of my Prado and one 
of them bounced off its rails. It didn’t 
do that on Cape York the previous year 
and that had been the worst up till then. 
We saw the results of over-enthusiastic 
driving when we passed a 4WD ute 
whose after-market tray had broken 
away from the chassis. Further on we 
came across a sad looking driver towing 
a van asking if we had any spare half 
inch bolts. 
It was dry, dry, dry. We had only a 
couple of trickles to cross. In a normal 
autumn a dozen or so creek crossings 
are not unusual. Pentecost River 
crossing was dry. This looked as if it 
would be a serious crossing if the water 
levels had been up, as they usually are 
this time of the year. I have since heard 
that the crossing has now been graded 
and some obstructions removed.

Between us the four cars had five 
punctures, all in the sidewalls so they 
were all stuffed. The whole way there 
are many rocks, embedded and loose. 
Luck of the draw (and how well you 
might see the rocks). Two of us had 
an extra spare wheel on the roof and 
whilst neither was needed, if you like 
reassurance the extra expense and 
trouble would be well worthwhile. I 
was happy to not have to replace my 
punctured tyre as it happened within 
coo-ee of the start of the sealed road 

and I had the second spare. For people 
with uncommon tyres there is a tyre 
place just west of Mt Barnett that 
seemed to stock every tyre known to 
man. (Porsche drivers please check!) 
It’s called Over the Range and Nifty Nev 
is a keen photographer so whilst he’s 
fitting your new tyre you are able to look 
through his books of photographs. John 
had his Mitsubishi tyre (not so common) 
there and we turned back on the road 
from about 15 km past when Claire 
experienced her first flat. I don’t know 
if John got a spotter’s fee. According 
to Nev, they had replaced 90 tyres the 
previous week.

Water was not much of an issue 
as several of the roadhouses and 
campgrounds had potable water 
available. I returned with 30 litres I 
had not touched. Limited groceries 
and even some fruit, meat and vegies 
were available here and there. No take 
away alcohol anywhere but several bars 
and restaurants (in the outback style) 
ensured we had the opportunity to eat 
and drink in style.

Black Grasswrens? Yes, we all saw 
them, great looking bird, good views but 
quite brief so the photographers never 
managed a snap.

Maris Lauva

LITTLE BLACK CORMORANTS THE 
VICTIMS, SOUTH PERTH, JULY 2019

I read with interest in WABN 170 (page 
32) the contribution by Tim Threlfall 
about ‘rogue’ Great Cormorants 
predating on Australasian Grebes in 
December 2018 prompting me to write 
about my own observation that in some 
ways redresses the balance.

I was in a similar location (the Boatshed 
café) in South Perth, there for a BWA 

meeting mid-morning on Monday 8th 
July. As we were departing, about 11am, 
I looked out across Perth Water towards 
the city to see a large flock of Little Black 
Cormorants obviously in a feeding frenzy. 
I estimated there could be 2-3,000. 
I noted Australian Pelicans flying 
with them. As I was cycling, I had no 
binoculars, about which I was annoyed. 
Riding around to the Causeway, I 
stopped to see where they were, to find 
that they were heading my way, fast 
and furious, totally focussed on frenzied 
feeding. About ten pelicans were with 
them. The flock amassed right in front 
of me immediately downstream of the 
bridge, no more that 20-30 metres away.
Mesmerised by the actions of the 
cormorants, diving and surfacing with 
fish, it took a while before I focussed 
on the pelicans. They too were frenzied, 
diving and surfacing with fish, with me 
thinking about the wonderful nature of 
mutualism as they shared the bounty. 
But then I noticed that some pelicans 
were more interested in the cormorants 
on the surface.

I watched as they would energetically 
take off (quite an effort) paddling the 
water surface to gain speed, aggressively 
pursuing the cormorants, who mostly 
seemed to just move aside and not mind 
them.

But then I saw a pelican take one 
cormorant in its enormous bill, pause not 
long, then swallow it whole. I realised 
then that the pelican activity was about 
predating on the cormorants. I saw 
another taken and swallowed, and I 
suspect two others were also taken.
In a period of what was probably only 
five minutes, the enormous flock had 
come, fished, been predated upon and 
departed. Some of the pelicans flew 
off with the cormorant flock, but four 
didn’t. Hard to tell but almost certainly 
they were the ones that had taken a 
cormorant, now too heavy to fly. So 

those that are predators may also be 
predated upon.

Then I rode off wondering why I was 
delighted to see Little Black Cormorants 
feeding on fish but disgusted to see 
pelicans feeding on cormorants. Is 
it because we also eat fish, but not 
cormorants?

Viv Read

RED-BACKED KINGFISHERS IN 
MARGARET RIVER

On 9 May I drove to the parking bay near 
the southern roundabout of the Margaret 
River perimeter road. I often stop there 
as I conduct a periodic bird survey from 
the parking bay. It was after 5:00pm 
with the sun low when I saw a bird on 
the power line opposite the roundabout. 
I moved closer and immediately 
recognised it as a Red-backed Kingfisher 
from the overall white appearance, 
lightly streaked head and dark chestnut 
lower back and rump. I watched it for 
about ten minutes.
My camera and binoculars were at home, 
packed for a trip away, and I drove home 
for them. Obligingly, the bird remained 
on the wire and when I returned I was 
able to get some reasonable photos. 
It lifted and lowered its tail every few 
seconds while perched on the wire 
and flew once to the centre of the 
roundabout for an insect, returning to 
the same position. It finally flew to the 
cover of the tall verge trees just before 
sunset and may have stayed there 
overnight. My sighting was then posted 
on BirdLife WA sightings.
When driving back from Augusta on 16 
June, rounding the southern roundabout 
of the Margaret River perimeter road, 
I saw a kingfisher perched in the same 
place. When I stopped to check – sure 
enough it was the same species and I 
wondered if it was the same bird and 
had it remained there during the week 
of rough storms early in June? There 
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was another bird further down the 
powerlines, which I thought was another 
kingfisher, but I didn’t get a good 
enough look unfortunately.

I contacted local bird photographer 
Steve Castan as I knew he wanted to 
photograph it and that day we both 
watched it fly down from its perch high 
on the light pole to catch what looked 
like a Mole Cricket.

Checking again on 21 June, I saw 
two of these kingfishers with Dusky 
Woodswallows on the wires further south 
of the roundabout. After a couple of 
minutes the kingfishers flew west and I 
didn’t see them again that day.

At 11am on 3 July, on the powerline 
between the southern roundabout and 
the maze, Roger Crabtree confirmed 
a Red-backed Kingfisher was still 
there and again on 11 July two Red-
backed Kingfishers were seen by Roger 
in exactly the same spot near the 
roundabout.

Another report from Keith Lightbody and 
Heather Thorning on 13 July, confirmed 
two Red-backed Kingfishers present and 
calling.

On 20 July I confirmed one kingfisher 
roosting on the powerline and on 23 
July Cathy Sutherland reported two 
unidentified kingfishers on the high 
power pole where John Archibald Drive 
meets the perimeter road in Margaret 
River.

On 24 July I checked, without success, 
along the verges and on the roundabout 
for any sign of a burrow. The ground 
was disturbed during roadworks and 
there are several drains on sloping 
ground. Shapelle McNee confirmed these 
kingfishers are recorded in the Great 
Western Woodlands. ‘The Australian Bird 
Guide’ (Menkhorst et al. 2017) notes 
that the species is “Widespread in open, 
lightly wooded habitats of arid and semi-

arid zones, and seasonally dry tropics, 
including open eucalypt and mulga 
woodlands, grasslands and saltbush 
plains with scattered trees. Summer 
visitor in s of range, can be seen year 
round in n. Usually seen singly or in 
pairs, quite unobtrusive, but calls from 
high bare branches and often perches 
on overhead wires in open country. 
Excavates nest burrows in steep banks, 
including roadside cuttings, quarries.”
It will be interesting to see if these birds 
breed somewhere near this location and 
I will be watching carefully for any sign.

Reference
Menkhorst, P., Rogers D., Clarke R., 
Davies G., Marsack P., and Franklin K. 
(2017). ‘The Australian Bird Guide’. 
(CSIRO Publishing, Clayton South, 
Victoria).

Christine Wilder

VOLUNTEERING

With busy lives, it can be hard to find 
time to volunteer. But volunteering can 
be beneficial. Volunteering can help keep 
us mentally stimulated and provide a 
sense of purpose. We are beings who 
are wired to give to others. The more we 
give, the happier we feel.

I want to pass on my experiences as a 
volunteer with the Community Education 
Committee. It has offered the reward 
of meeting a wide variety of people 
whilst passing on my fascination and 
enjoyment of birds, as well as discussing 
local environmental issues. 
I found volunteering allowed me to 
connect to the community and even 
helping with the smallest task made a 
real difference to me personally.
The greatest reward I have is being part 
of a group of dedicated people who give 
their time to educate, especially school 
children about the wonder and beauty of 
birds.

The look on their faces as we pass on 
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our knowledge and interesting bird facts 
is priceless. But my favourite part is 
giving the children binoculars and taking 
them on a bird walk and pointing out the 
birds we discussed in the presentation. 
Their exuberance is infectious.

In 2018, we visited Greenmount 
Primary School and the children sent 
us wonderful letters and drawings 
about how much they enjoyed our visit. 
Children watch everything you do. By 
giving back to the community, you show 
them firsthand how volunteering makes 
a difference and how good it feels to 
help.
Having done presentations to a wide 
variety of groups, I always enjoy the 
inter-action and the discussion that 
follows and never ceased to be amazed 
for the love of birds that exists within 
our communities.

If you have some time, no matter how 
small and want to make a difference as 
a volunteer, why not ring the office and 
ask, ‘How can I help?’

Lou Scampoli

MASS MOVEMENTS OF PIED AND 
BLACK HONEYEATERS

In May, we camped for five days on the 
coast 40 kilometres north of Broome at 
Quondong, where 6 metre high red cliffs 
meet the beach or rocks. For the first 
three mornings I was up at sunrise and 
after breakfast walked the single track 
that runs 50 to 100 metres from the 
cliff edge, to photograph Golden-headed 
Cisticola.

On the fourth morning (Sunday 19 May 
2019) an amazing site was awaiting us. 
Just after 0710 hours with a moderate 
south east wind blowing, I noticed 
about six Pied Honeyeaters feeding on 
the Green Birdflower plant Crotalaria 
cunninghamii along with Little Friarbirds 
and White-gaped Honeyeaters on a low 

sand ridge running up from the beach. 
The Pied Honeyeaters did not stay for 
long and headed south. Shortly after 
they left a small flock of twelve Pied 
Honeyeaters flew south. More flocks 
continued passing by heading south, 
with numbers in each flock increasing to 
between ten to thirty and about twenty 
seconds apart. After about ten minutes 
the number in each flock had increased 
and the interval between each flock had 
shortened to five to ten seconds. At the 
peak of activity, flocks numbering 100, 
200 and 300 birds, with an interval of 
about 5 seconds, spread out from our 
camp on the cliff edge to about 200 
metres inland. More honeyeaters could 
be seen further east and counted but 
many probably evaded counting due 
to the large numbers passing closer to 
us. No honeyeaters were seen flying 
over the beach or ocean. Juvenile Pied 
Honeyeaters were also seen within the 
flocks.

The flocks of mostly Pied Honeyeaters 
plus a few Black Honeyeaters continued 
to fly south past our camp with the 
last flock passing at 1030 hours that 
morning. Total number during that 
three hours and twenty minutes was an 
amazing 16 300 Pied Honeyeaters and 
400 Black Honeyeaters.

From our camp site right on the coast 
line, the vegetation to the north 
consisted mainly of grass with low 
shrubs, to the north east and east high 
shrubs and grass to the vehicle track 
and east of that track medium shrubs 
interspersed with grass. This gave us a 
clear view of the oncoming birds from 
the north. About 200 metres north of 
our camp was that low sand hill with the 
Green Birdflower growing on it. It was 
at this sand hill that the flocks could be 
seen coming low over the hill, dropping 
down to follow the land contour to 
minimise the strong 25 to 30 kilometre 
per hour south east head wind the birds 
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were flying into. Occasionally both Pied 
and Black Honeyeaters would land in 
the tops of some dead shrubs near out 
camp, and rest for ten to thirty seconds 
before continuing their southerly 
movement. Height above ground the 
birds got to was about fifty metres.

Halfway through this, I telephoned the 
Broome Bird Observatory and spoke 
to Jane and informed her about the 
movements of these honeyeaters and to 
probably expect the honeyeaters over 
the BBO. Later that day I telephoned 
again and Jane said every time she 
went outside she saw “hundreds” of 
honeyeaters flying south.
The next morning, Monday, at 
0700 hours flocks of Pied and Black 
Honeyeaters started to fly south over 
our campsite in the exact same way they 
did the day before with numbers per 
flock up to thirty at a time with one flock 
of 100 honeyeaters. Flocks consisted 
mainly of Pied Honeyeaters with some 
Black Honeyeaters, with numbers and 
frequency of flocks not as intense as the 
previous day. Unfortunately we had an 
appointment in Broome so had to pack 
up and leave the camp at 0845 hours. 
During that time we saw 2185 Pied 
Honeyeaters and 205 Black Honeyeaters 
heading south into a moderate south 
east head wind. The previous day we 
noticed a few flocks of Budgerigars 
heading south, but this day flocks of 
5 – 30 were heading south, totalling 
415 birds. We also noticed three other 
species flying in the one direction, 
south: Tree Martin (three flocks totalling 
56), Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike (two 
flocks totalling 13) and Cockatiel (one 
flock of 15).

The dirt road that leaves the Quondong 
coast campsites heads ninety degrees 
inland. As we headed out along the 
Quondong Road, flocks of honeyeaters 
were passing overhead heading south 
until about 600 metres inland from 

the coast, when no more flocks were 
seen. We did not see any migrating 
honeyeaters on the way into Broome or 
in Broome townsite.

How did the honeyeaters negotiate 
Roebuck Bay? Did some split up and 
go around the eastern side of the 
bay, which would see them pass over 
the Broome Bird Observatory and the 
others go on the west side of the bay 
to Entrance Point (Broome Port) and fly 
over the water to reach the coast further 
south of the Broome Bird Observatory? 
Or did all the birds go over the Broome 
Bird Observatory?

The movement patterns of Pied and 
Black Honeyeaters are poorly known, 
but are usually described as nomadic, 
although some apparently regular 
(migratory?) movements are known 
(Higgins et al. 2001; Johnstone and 
Storr 2004). In the current case, an 
obvious question is – where did these 
birds come from and go to? Quondong is 
on the southern Dampier Peninsula, so 
they probably came from the northern 
Dampier Peninsula. Were they possibly 
going to the coastal Pilbara as Cyclone 
Veronica went along the coast in March 
2019, from Port Hedland to Karratha 
dropping up to 400 millimetres of rain 
that went about 100 kilometres inland? 
We came through the Pilbara in June 
2019 and Newman was very dry but 
that coastal Pilbara strip had beautiful 
green spinifex with seed heads and the 
coastal rivers had running water and 
large pools. One hundred and twenty 
kilometres south of Broome we saw 
flowering Grevillea wickhamii, a species 
visited by honeyeaters for nectar. Or did 
the birds fly from Broome south east 
into the Great Sandy Desert!!?
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Allan and Sandy Rose

OSPREY NESTING SITES AROUND 
THE PEEL-HARVEY ESTUARY

The late Craig Lester knew the Peel-
Harvey estuary like the back of his hand. 
Each day he ventured out to explore new 
sites around the inlet and he knew the 
local wildlife better than most. He left 
me with a map showing all the active 
and inactive Osprey, Pandion haliaetus, 
and White-bellied Sea-Eagle, Haliaeetus 
leucogaster, nesting sites around the 
Peel-Harvey estuary. Some of these 
are well known, others more obscure. I 
recently came across the maps which I 
thought were lost. The maps were drawn 
up in 2014-2015 and are reproduced 
here (Figure 1).

The pink markers on Figure 1 indicate 
active Osprey sites, while the green 
markers indicate non-active Osprey sites 
during 2014-2015.The blue markers 
indicates additional Osprey sites 
identified since and confirmed in 2019.
The nesting sites identified on the maps 
indicated 13 active sites and six inactive 
sites around the Peel-Harvey estuary. 

Since the maps were drawn up, 
Ospreys have created some additional 
nesting sites, like the nest in the 
telecommunications tower in Forrest 
Street, Mandurah and one at Point 
Grey. Another artificial Osprey nesting 
tower was installed along the Mandurah 
Estuary at Osprey Waters housing 
estate, which is very close to the older 
one at Erskine. A nesting platform has 
been placed at Island Point.

There are undoubtedly more Osprey 
breeding sites around the Peel-Harvey 
estuary that have either not been 
discovered or reported. The south 
east corner of the estuary seems to be 
lacking in Osprey nesting sites and this 
might be due to access challenges. I 
have tried to confirm as many sites as 
possible and have listed details under 
the site descriptions. A total of twelve 
active Osprey sites was identified in 
June/July 2019. 

Description of Osprey nesting sites

1.   Pinjarra Road – Forrest Street 

There is an Osprey nest in the top of the 
telecommunication transmission tower 
in Forrest Street, Mandurah, close to 
the corner with Pinjarra Road. This must 
be one of the highest located nesting 
sites in Western Australia, probably 
on par with the top nesting site in the 
transmission tower next to the Garrett 
Road bridge. An Osprey was present on 
the tower in June 2019. This location 
was active in 2018.

2, 3.   Coodanup, Wanjeep Street

This area has been subject to 
considerable housing development 
over the past years. Craig listed two 
sites on the eastern side of Wanjeep 
Street, one active and one inactive. 
Both are situated along the Serpentine 
River. There is an artificial Osprey 
platform at the end of Norton Avenue 
near Frasers Landing. Nest building 
was observed mid-June 2019, with one 
Osprey standing on the nest and a few 
Australian Ravens nearby on 2 July. The 
nest is located at the edge of a clearing 
among trees, back from the Serpentine 
River. The second nest (natural) 
is located on the corner of William 
Road and Bertram Street in Nairns, 
overlooking the Serpentine River. On 13 



Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 171 September 2019 Page 33Page 32 Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 171 September 2019

Members’ contributions, ctd

July two Ospreys were seen mating at 
the nest.
Osprey nest at Nairns, Bertram St. Photo by Marcus 
Singor

On 17 July one Osprey was at the nest 
and one was feeding in a tree nearby. 
Both nests were active. The samphire 
mudflats next to the second nest are 
used for off road four-wheel drive 
activities, which churn the area  up and 
are likely to cause disturbance.

4.   Pinjarra Road - Tonkin Drive

There is an Osprey nest on the corner of 
Pinjarra Road and Tonkin Drive behind 
the Caltex Service Station. The nest 
is situated in the top of a large gum 
tree and well camouflaged due to the 
dense foliage. An Osprey was observed 
bringing in a large branch on 20 June. 
Two Ospreys were present on 2 July, 
when one bird was standing on the nest 
while another was flying nearby.

5.   North Yunderup

An Osprey nest is located in the top of 
a Norfolk Island Pine tree at Culeenup 
Road, North Yunderup, close to the 
Murray River. One Osprey was standing 
on the nest on 2 July.

6.   Coopers Mill, Cooleenup Island

Craig indicated that there was an active 
nest at this location. I was unable to 
verify this as a boat is required to access 
this location.

7, 8.   Lake McLarty 

Osprey have been breeding just outside 
the south western corner of the Lake 
McLarty Nature Reserve since 2006. 
The nest is located on a large dead 
branch in the crown of a Tuart tree. The 
top canopy of the tree consists of dead 
branches. When the active Osprey nest 
is sighted from Lot 801, Birch Road, 
another nest can be seen in a straight 
line behind it. This looks like an inactive 
Osprey nest. On 23 May one Osprey 
was on a branch next to the nest eating 
fish. On 20 June one Osprey was on the 
nest and another on a nearby branch. 
On 8 July two Ospreys were sighted, 
one bringing nesting material to the nest 
whilst the other was feeding on a fish 
nearby. 

9.   McLarty Nature Reserve

The McLarty Nature Reserve is located 
on the eastern side of Harvey Estuary 
near Birchmont, and to the north of Lake 
McLarty. The nest is in a large Tuart tree, 
close to the water’s edge, overlooking 
the Harvey Estuary. On 8 July two 
Ospreys were present at the nest site 
which has been there for a number of 
years.

10, 11.   Point Grey

There are two nesting sites at Point 
Grey on the Peel Inlet. Point Grey is 
private property and Craig suspected 
a third site was near the Point. A nest 
was being renovated along Carrabungup 
Road, opposite Robert Bay. This nest is 
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relatively small and an Osprey was seen 
gathering building material and taking it 
to the nest on 8 July. 

There is a large established nest in 
a dead tree behind the Point Grey 
headland. When checked on 8 July this 
nest was unoccupied. Meryl Ferguson 
reported an Osprey nest with two 
fledglings on 20 December 2009 at 
Robert Bay.

12.   Erskine (old platform)

The Len Howard Conservation Park 
stretches along the north western 
shoreline of the Peel Inlet. There are 
three artificial nesting platforms in this 
reserve. Two are located along the 
Mandurah Estuary east of the Mandurah 
Estuary bridge and one near a lagoon 
towards the middle of the reserve.

One of the older Osprey nesting sites 
(40 years old) was in the bushland at 
Erskine. This site was developed into a 
housing estate and the local community 
rallied to save the Osprey nest which 
was in the top of a Marri tree. This 
nest was moved by the Mandurah City 
Council in 2006 to an artificial platform. 
The new platform (13.5 metres high) 
was built to accommodate the old nest 
which was moved by crane. This site has 
been successful over many years and 
breeding outcomes are shown in Table 1.

Table 1. Breeding results at the Erskine 
nesting platforms along Mandurah 
estuary
Breeding 
season 

Chicks 
hatched 

Location

2006 3 Erskine 
2007 3 Erskine 
2008 3* Erskine 
2010 3 Erskine 
2011 3 Erskine 
2012 3 Erskine 

2013 3 Erskine 
2014 2 Erskine 
2015 3* Osprey 

Waters 
2016 2 Erskine 
2017 3* Osprey 

Waters 
* chicks died

Osprey nest at Erskine (old site). Photo by Marcus 
Singor

13. Erskine – Osprey Waters (new 
platform) 

An artificial nesting platform was 
installed next to the children’s 
playground along Egret Point, Erskine. 
This is adjacent to the new housing 
estate Osprey Waters at the end of 
Bridgewater Boulevard.

14.   Erskine, middle lagoon

An Osprey nesting platform is located 
in the middle section of the Len Howard 
Conservation Park. This is close to the 
Bridge Water Villages along Len Howard 
Drive.

There were two Ospreys at this nest site 
on 2 July, with one bird sitting on the 
nest and the other on a nearby perch.
15.   Mandurah Quay
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An old Osprey nest on the north side 
of the Mandurah Quay boating inlet is 
deteriorating. This nest overlooks the 
Sticks Channel and is situated in a tree 
with many dead branches.

16.   Ward Point, Cox Bay, Falcon

An active Osprey nest was reported from 
this site but I was unable to access the 
location.

17.   Caddadup Reserve, Dawesville 

There is an active Osprey nest in the 
north-western corner of the Caddadup 
Reserve which contains a large reservoir 
tank. This is south of the Dawesville 
Channel. It is best seen from Estuary 
Road at the picnic area. On 2 July there 
were two Ospreys standing on branches 
above the nest. The nest is quite 
substantial and on the lee side of the 
dunes. The top of the tree consists of 
dead branches.

18. Tims Thicket Road, Dawesville 

An active Osprey nest site was reported 
here on the maps, but not confirmed.

19. Point Morfitt, Bouvard

An active Osprey nest site was confirmed 
at Point Morfitt, Bouvard. This site is 
located along Estuary Road before the 
northern turn off for Parkridge Drive. 
Two Ospreys were standing on dead 
branches above the nest on 2 July. 
The top of the tree consists of dead 
branches.

20, 21, 22. Herron sites

There are three Osprey sites at Herron 
on the western side of Harvey Estuary.

1. An Osprey nesting pole is situated 
south of Island Point on the estuary 
along the Southern Estuary Road. The 

platform is located on the southern 
side of the island close to the edge of 
the water. The platform was bare and 
unoccupied when checked on 2 July 
and 17 July. There is a foot path next 
to the pole.
2. Dunkeld Drive off Southern 
Estuary Road, just past where the 
Old Coast Road bends towards Lake 
Clifton. Presently the nest is located 
on a specially built platform on top of 
a microwave transmission tower. The 
site was vacant when checked on 2 July 
and 17 July.
3. Along Old Coast Road, Herron. 
There used to be an iconic Osprey 
nest that was clearly visible in a large 
dead tree beside the Old Coast Road 
between Herron and Lake Clifton which 
is marked on the map. 
This nest is no longer there.
I suspect there is an active nest 
somewhere near this site.

Other Osprey nest sites shown on 
Craig’s maps were south of Lake Clifton 
Tavern and two sites upstream on the 
Serpentine River. One was between 
Yalbanberup Pool (top corner) and Gull 
Road and the other along Riverland 
Drive at Stake Hill along the Serpentine 
River. Both nests were located on the 
eastern side of the Kwinana Freeway.

There is an exchange tower at the corner 
of Paull Road and Thompson Road, West 
Pinjarra. On 8 July three Ospreys were 
flying around the top of this high mast; 
one was carrying a fish, another doing 
a display dive with folded wings and the 
third landed on the top of the tower and 
flew off again. It looked like this site, 
which is situated about 4 km from the 
Peel Inlet, was being checked out. This 
is possibly too far for a suitable breeding 
site.

The distribution map of Osprey nesting 
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locations shows a concentration towards 
the northern part of the Peel Inlet and 
along the western shoreline of the Peel-
Harvey estuaries. Quite a few Osprey 
nest sites are built behind dune ridges, 
providing protection from the prevailing 
westerly winds. 

Around the Peel-Harvey estuary Osprey 
seem to prefer to have their nest in 
either trees with high dead branches or 
in dead trees. There are five artificial 
nesting platforms in place around the 
estuary, some of these in more suitable 
locations than others.

Fish hooks pose a major threat to 
Ospreys. The catch and release 
procedure which involves just cutting 
the fishing-line leaves the hook or often 

multiple hooks embedded in the fish’s 
mouth. Maybe as these fish are partly 
incapacitated, they are more vulnerable 
to predation by Osprey. Osprey eat fish 
from the head down and get caught 
on these fish hooks with obvious 
consequences.
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Figure 1. Osprey 
nesting sites around the 
Peel-Harvey estuary. 
The pink markers 
indicate active Osprey 
sites, while the green 
markers indicate non-
active Osprey sites 
during 2014-2015.The 
blue markers indicate 
additional Osprey sites 
identified since and 
confirmed in 2019
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BIRD WALKS
at Stirling Range Retreat, 

2019

The owners of the Stirling Range Retreat, 
Virginia and Darren, have requested that 
BirdLife Western Australia volunteers lead 
walks at Stirling Range Retreat again this year 
as we have done in the past. Each volunteer 
would spend one week leading daily dawn (8 a.m.) 
and afternoon (3 p.m.) bird walks during Spring 
2019.

The walks this year will commence on Saturday 
31st August (the first volunteer arrives on Friday 
30th August) and conclude after the 8am morning 
walk on Saturday 2nd November 2019.

Again the walks will be conducted on well-
pounded kangaroo trails, within the Retreat 
precinct and in the adjacent 50 acres of 
woodland north of the Retreat. The terrain is 
flat and the walks are very easily negotiated.

We would also expect to conduct evening talks 
at 7pm on Monday, Wednesday, Friday, and 
Saturday that are illustrated with a Power 
Point presentation of bird photographs and 
accompanying bird calls. The computer and 
projector will be available pre-loaded with the 
necessary software for the duration of the 
program.

Accommodation arrangements in 2019 will be as 
follows:

•	 the leaders and their partners will 
be offered a 50% tariff on cabin 
accommodation.

•	 For those people who will be using their own 
caravan for accommodation a tariff free 
powered site will be available.

•	 100% of all walk and talk fees will be 
donated to BirdLife Western Australia. 
Note: during Spring 2018 BirdLife 
volunteers raised more than $3,000.00 from 
the walks and Power Point presentations.

•	 When available, leaders are invited to join 
the 9am Hidden Treasures Orchid and 
Wildflower Tour as guests of the Retreat.

All weeks are still available to volunteers who 
would like to take part in the program and weeks 
will be allocated on a first come, first served 
basis.
For further details please contact Clive Nealon 

via email at clivenealon@bigpond.com
or by phone at 9448 5921 or 0402 009 462

 600 Wildflower specimens on display
daily 9-4pm 

 

Devonshire Teas & Country Soups
4WD Tag Along Tours 

Street Parade & Country Carnival 14th 
Guided Bush Walks
Science Based Walks
Ranger Guided Walks

Fitzgerald River National Park
Herbarium Visit upon request

Art & Craft Exhibitions
Self  Drive Wildflower Drives
Finale Long Table Lunch 22nd

 www.wildflowersravensthorpe.org.au
ph 0407 981 301   ph 0428 580 737

9-21st September 2019

Glenlynn Cottages
80 Press Road, Glenlynn. 

WA 6256
 

• Four, two bedroomed cottages, sleeping up to 
6  people.

• Fully self contained.
• Wood heater and reverse cycle air 

conditioning..
• Balcony and BBQ.
• Beautiful walks in the native forest adjoining 

the property.
• Large dam and abundant bird life on 120 

acres.
• Just 5km south of Beautiful Bridgetown and 

close to Pemberton and the Southern 
Forests.

• Special rates for group bookings
Bridget & Tony  Millington

Mbl: 0417 988 369
Ph: (08) 9761 2246

Crossword No. 40
CLUESby Pam Agar

 

Discover Albany’s birds, beaches, 
walks and wildflowers.

3 brm olde worlde s/c 
holiday accom situated 

on the banks of Oyster Harbour, 
on the outskirts of Albany. 
Just like Grandma’s place!

Close to King & Kalgan Rivers, 
amazing beaches, national parks, 

walks & wildflowers. 
 Free WiFi and starter b/fast included.

www.homeaway.com.au/9148040
 Ph 0448 835 774

A Bird Lovers’ Paradise.

Advertising rates in 
Western Australian Bird Notes

(subject to change without notice)

Full colour (A4 page size): $200.00 one-off, or
$150.00 per page 
if placed in four 
consecutive issues

Black-and-white: ¼ page: $35.00
½ page: $55.00
A4 page $100.00

ACROSS
1. Helps raise awareness of situation.
4. Large groups of fishing cormorants.
7. Nature of curlew’s bill.
8. To feign call or action.
9. To consume.
11. Meet …. 7:00am.
12. Relative speed.
13. To feed by tipping body up.
14. May determine vegetation.
16. Digit of foot.
17. Well-developed in raptors.
19. Branch and trunk forager.
24. Slender, thrush-like bird.
25. Less difficult.
27. Body covering of birds.
28. May cause deaths of birds in Northern 
Australia.
29. Makes it difficult to hear calls.

DOWN
1. Prized by falconers.
2. Raven and Crow family.
3. Important element of many birds’ habitats.
4. Distant.
5. Social group.
6. Gregarious.
10. Wader of Australian coast.
11. To land.
15. To make an effort to hear.
18. Parrot of WA wheatbelt.
20. Genus of Australia’s river kingfishers.
21. Distinctive plumage colouring.
22. Food source of corella species.
23. Possible seabird nest site.
26. Museum specimen.

(Answers, see page 62)
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Notices

Important Notice! Missing GPS

One of our Great Western Woodlands 
GPS instruments seems to have 'gone 
walkabout' from the cupboard in the 

BirdLife Office and the borrower has not 
signed it out in the book. Could all of you 
check your studies and cupboards and see 
if it has been forgotten in a corner. It has a 
white plastic adhesive label with GWW 6 
on it. The box it is in is similarly labelled. 

Please return as soon as possible to the 
BirdLife Office at Perry Lakes, or notify us 

at gww@birdlife.org.au.

Office phone is 9383 7749.

The Great Western Woodlands 
Committee is looking for volunteer 

leaders and surveyors
Do you like the great outdoors and 
enjoy birding? We are looking for 
more surveyors. So if you have been a 
surveyor in the past and haven’t been 
out in the woodlands for a while, now is 
the time to dust off your gear and join us. 
Why not think of leading a survey? Most 
of the administration work will be done 
for you by the Coordinators. You will be 
supplied with a 'Sat phone', extra GPS 
units if necessary and any permissions 
needed. All that our volunteer leaders 
need to do is fix a meeting place, organise 
the surveyors into suitable groups per 
vehicle and decide what sites are to be 
done each day. Suitable campsites are 
suggested in the information you will 
be given. Safety is an important aspect 
which is covered in the information packs 
given to each participant. At the end of 
the survey a report should be returned 
with a total bird count and details of any 

flowering and fruiting. 
GWW coordinators are also looking for 
help in the office for dealing with emails 
and mailing out information packs, 
publicity and keeping spreadsheets up 

to date. 
For further information contact the 
Coordinators at gww@birdlife.com.au

Help still needed to secure the future of 
Cocanarup Timber Reserve and its surrounds 
near Ravensthorpe 

Cocanarup Timber Reserve and its surrounds, on the 
outskirts of Ravensthorpe on the south coast of WA, 
is an area of significant biodiversity and conservation 
value. It contains large tracts of intact Salmon Gum 
woodland. The past ten years of monitoring estimate 
around 60 breeding pairs of Carnaby’s Black-cockatoo 
use some 140 nest trees each year. The high 
concentration of hollow bearing Salmon Gum trees and 
the proximity to extensive and intact feeding habitat 
throughout the Ravensthorpe, Hopetoun and broader 
Fitzgerald Biosphere regions provide important habitat 
for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo and many other species. 
The area is also important for the threatened Malleefowl, 
Heath Mouse and Western Quoll.

The heart of these Salmon Gum woodlands  is under 
threat from lithium mining. BirdLife and Cocanarup 
Conservation Alliance Inc. are urging State and Federal 
Government to prohibit further exploration and mining 
and protect the area within the conservation estate. 

Please write to the Minister for Environment (Minister 
Dawson) and the Minister for Mines and Petroleum 
(Minister Johnston) to act to conserve Cocanarup Timber 
Reserve and its surrounds from exploration and mining 
and add this area to the State Government’s ‘Plan for 
Parks’ initiative. BirdLife WA has drafted a letter which 
you can sign and send.

For a copy and instructions on where to send, please 
contact the office on: wa@birdlife.org.au

Christmas is just around the corner, time to stock up 
on cards for the festive season. 

Contact WA Birdlife Office to find out about prices 
and postage.

P 08-9383 7749
E: wa@birdlife.org.au 
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New WA membersDonations to 
BirdLife Western Australia

The Western Australian Branch is aiming to be in 
the financial position to support conservation work 
through projects, particularly aimed at threatened 
species. With the decline in government funding, 
support for this work through donations and 
bequests is one way this aim can be realised in the 
future.

Tax deductible donations specifically for BirdLife 
Western Australia can be made to BirdLife 
Western Australia through our office at Peregrine 
House. A tax deductible receipt will be issued.

If the donation is being made as a direct deposit 
in the BirdLife Western Australia bank account, 
it is important to signify who it is from and that 
it is specifically for BirdLife Western Australia. 
Donations will then be held in a separate account 
so that they can be accounted for through the 
national office each year in accordance with the 
Federal Taxation Department requirements.

Such donations, unless specified by the donor 
for a particular purpose, will be used to assist in 
meeting the objectives of the organisation. 

If you have decided to make a lasting legacy to 
BirdLife Australia in your Will, contact Bequests 
Officer Ralf Sternad on 03 9347 0757 for a 
confidential discussion on your options, including 
any specific requests (e.g. support for black 
cockatoos in WA).

Viv Read 
Chair

Notices, ctd

The following WA people joined BirdLife Australia 
during the period 29 April to 25 July 2019

Changes to the WABN Production Team

After many years of expertly setting up the 
layout for each edition of WA Bird Notes, 
Margaret Philippson has finally decided to call 
it a day. We are very grateful for Margaret’s 
ongoing input, and also for Michelle Crow’s 
ability to step in and take over for this issue. 
More details on Margaret’s contribution will be 
provided next issue.

Sue Mather and Allan Burbidge

Gavin White
MRB5813 
AU31609

Ph: 0448 975 586
For servicing and repairs to all 

makes of  vehicles
Specialising in air conditioners, 

servicing and repairs

White Torque Pty Ltd
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BIRDLIFE BUNBURY BRANCH

We seem to be spreading wings, 
inspired in our own way by BirdLife 
Australia’s “Act for Birds” campaign.

APRIL

Bunbury Show’s Enviro Tent. We were 
represented by members Beth and John.

MAY

Jane and Sue attended BirdLife WA’s Regional 
Groups Forum.

We were galvanized by Geraldton-Batavia 
Coast’s news at the forum of their monthly 
“Enviro Drinks” which gets together 
conservation-minded people. With the help of 
several others, we followed their example and 
held our first “Sustainability Sundowner” in 
Bunbury in July. It brought almost 40 people 
together to share our commonalities with at 
least six big issues affecting the south west’s 
natural world at present. 

Sue gave a presentation at Edith Cowan 
University’s Bunbury Campus for the 
University of the Third Age about her work 
as a nature artist, educating about bird’s 
nests and our marvellous migrants, the Arctic 
nesting shorebirds, using her paintings as 
illustrations.

JUNE 

We collated our important birding areas with 
Marcus Singor on Leschenault Estuary and 
Inlet.

Sue gave a talk using BirdLife Bunbury 
photographers’ images at St Boniface 
Cathedral to the Mothers’ Union on some of 
our most beloved birds, and spoke about how 
to identify male Splendid Fairy-wrens during 
the non-breeding season, and how to tell the 
male from the female Australian Magpies, and 
the juveniles. 

DBCA’s Drew Griffiths invited input from 
BirdLife Bunbury for DBCA’s newly established 

Leschenault Conservation Park and also 
Preston River to Ocean Regional Park.

Our Osprey nesting team commenced the 
2019 observations in Bunbury-Leschenault as 
breeding activity was observed. In 2018, at 
Marcus’s suggestion, we followed five active 
nests.

Excursion at Bunbury Tuart Forest on a 
golden afternoon when the sun shone, 
heralding a wet and stormy weekend. Aerial 
insects galore were a feast for happy little 
bush birds, such as Scarlet Robin and a 
Rufous Whistler.

JULY 

DBCA’s newly-established Mangrove Cove 
(along Leschenault Inlet) Open Day. Four 
BirdLife Bunbury people, Lynda, Doug, Bruce 
and Graeme, participated in bird education 
with primary school students in the day’s 
programme. Feedback has been highly 
positive from DBCA and teachers.

Excursion at Big Swamp organized by Hidi 
and Alfred.

AUGUST 

We will hold an education table at ECU’s Open 
Day, complementing the new Conservation 
degree courses soon to be offered at 
Bunbury Campus.

OTHER NEWS

Bruce continues his monthly bird surveys at 
five or six selected sites around Leschenault 
Estuary. Jane covers Point Douro for him 
on the north bank of Collie River mouth. He 
has completed two into a three year around 
Leschenault Estuary base-line study for 
Leschenault Catchment Council.

Sora, our international shorebird ecology 
specialist at ECU, gave an entertaining 
presentation about research so far on 
seagrass and Black Swans on Leschenault 
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Estuary.

The proposed Port Expansion dilemma with 
its potential Preston River removal (and 
redirection into Inner Harbour) continues 
to keep this convenor unhappy with the 
thought that our international and national 
endangered shorebirds, 20 plus of these 
species will be directly affected when, and if, 
they lose one of the few remaining secluded 
habitat and food-source, “wild places” on our 
Estuary. 

Sue, under the nom-de-plume of “The 
Welcome Swallow” is writing monthly bird 
notes for “Bunbury Mail” with photographs 
by BirdLife. Articles so far: “Flesh-footed 
Shearwaters off our coast”, “Plastic Free 
July”, “Willy Wagtails”, “Our Arctic migrating 
shorebirds”, “Bringing back birds to gardens” 
and one by Chris Tate about “ Feeding birds 
– or not”. All illustrated with original artwork 
or the work of BirdLife WA and Bunbury 
photographers. 

We are attempting to locate where our Great 
Egrets are nesting – any news welcomed. 

Please note that the accompanying photographs  
are to illustrate the potential proposed Port 
Expansion dilemma. Point Mornington is on the 
west of the Preston River delta where it enters 
Leschenault estuary. BirdLife Bunbury has many 
photographs taken from Point Mornington, that 
illustrate the crucial value of the Preston River to 
these serious migrants. 

Also worth mentioning is that the Preston 
River was diverted and modified more than 
50 years ago as it meandered to the Estuary, 
so it has taken two human generations to 
develop this ecosystem with its mudflats, 
sandbanks and reed beds.

Sue Kalab, 
Convenor, BirdLife Bunbury

EXCURSION REPORTS

20 July - Big Swamp Excursion

Eighteen brave and passionate bird lovers 
joined the half day BirdLife Bunbury 
excursion at the Big Swamp Parkland. The 
weather forecast was originally a bit scary 
with a storm and 90% chance of showers. 
However, the morning ended up to be 
beautiful, not perfect, still with a bit of drizzle 
at the beginning, but the cloudy sky soon 
became sunny.

The team took an anti-clockwise walk of the 
2.5 km circular path. First of all, we spotted 
some Hardheads in addition to some other 
popular waterbirds, such as Australian Wood 
Ducks, Purple Swamphens and Eurasian 
Coots. On Saturday morning the Park Run 
was held in Big Swamp so we were greeted 
by heaps of friendly runners along the way. 
While we were still chasing the Musk Duck, 
Carol showed us a Southern Boobook, which 
she found a few days ago, exactly at the 
same tree. The team was so excited and all 
agreed that it was the bird of the day!

Never ending excitement, lucky us, an 
amazing rainbow was showing off after some 
drizzle, making it a wonderful backdrop for a 
team photo!

Great Knot 
at Point 
Mornington 
2017.12.31... 
Photo by 
Jane Putland

Curlew 
Sandpiper 
at Point 
Mornington, 
2016.12.17, 
Photo by 
Jane Putland
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After visiting the birdhide we went through 
an area of paperbark and then came to 
some reeds along the water. We were hoping 
to see some Australian Reed-Warblers but no 
luck. However, we heard the call of a Musk 
Duck and spotted it straight away, making 
Mia’s dream come true! Mia is our youngest 
participant and Musk Duck is one of her 
favourite birds!

We finished the walk with morning tea and 
birdcall right next to the carpark. Total of 31 
species were seen (http://birdata.birdlife.org.
au/survey?id=2959213&h=ba05cd87 ). The 
team all agreed we had enjoyed a beautiful 
morning with special thanks to the “Mr. 
Weather”.

Alfred & Hidi Lau

Bunbury Team at Big Swamp. Photo by Alfred Lau

All excursions are advertised in the Cape 
to Cape Bird Group newsletter (see 
publications on the BirdLife WA website) 
and may be advertised on BirdLife WA 
E-news and are for BirdLife Australia 
members, supporters and the general 
public.

For details of any activities please contact 
Christine Wilder cwilderone@yahoo.com.
au

EXCURSION REPORTS

28 April - Cape to Cape Track 
Birdblitz Walk

Yallingup Beach south past Torpedo 
Rocks.

It was a bright sunny morning and ten 
of us gathered to walk a short section of 
the Cape to Cape Track between Yallingup 
Beach car park and south past Torpedo 
Rocks. The weather would have been 
perfect apart from a fairly strong north 
easterly wind which kept seabirds further 
offshore; however the coastal scenery 
and the company was most enjoyable. 
Bush birds were surprisingly common 

in the melaleucas with the outstanding 
bird being a Western Thornbill. Another 
great record was of two Grey Currawongs 
seen nearby by Christine Wilder on the 
previous afternoon. A total of 15 species 
was recorded on the walk and sightings 
will be entered on Birdata. Morning tea 
was taken in our Yallingup garden.

Jill Cornes and Roger Cornes

18 May - Cape to Cape Track Birdblitz 
Walk

Skippy Rock walk from car park to 
the lookout.

The distinctive calls of around 100 
Purple-crowned Lorikeets greeted fifteen 
enthusiastic birders who were out to see 
what birds were present on the most 
south westerly section of the Cape to 
Cape Track, and we wondered what the 
lorikeets were feeding on as there was so 
little in blossom.

The morning did not disappoint. From 
Skippy Rock car park an Osprey was 
spied feeding on a freshly caught fish 
with eager Silver Gulls waiting for any 
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titbits that may stray their way. Three 
Australasian Gannets were plunge 
diving and close in the bay eight Pied 
Cormorants were sunning or feeding. 
Three adult Pacific Gulls and two 
juveniles were patrolling the foreshore 
keeping an eye on proceedings, a lone 
Pacific Black Duck sat quietly, two 
Caspian Terns rested on the spit, a 
White-faced Heron was on the hunt for 
tasty morsels in the weed and two Sooty 
Oystercatchers were poking their beaks 
into the sand.

We proceeded to walk along the track 
high onto the Leeuwin Naturaliste Ridge. 
From here we could see as far north 
as Cosy Corner and south to the Cape 
Leeuwin Lighthouse. Vegetation in this 
area is thick and quite impenetrable, 
making spotting birds a little tricky. 
Listening skills were put to the test and 
with ears tuned we managed to locate 
New Holland Honeyeater, Red Wattlebird, 
Splendid Fairy-wren, White-browed 

Scrubwren, Grey Fantail, White-breasted 
Robin, Inland Thornbill, Common 
Bronzewing and Australian Raven. The 
climb was worth the effort as flying 
above the ridge was an Australian Hobby.

Thank you to everyone who came along, 
making the morning a most enjoyable 
one. Twenty one species of birds were 
spotted – just fantastic!

Jenny Kikeros

25 May - Yalgardup Creek Reserve, 
Margaret River

Several people have commented that 
birds around Margaret River seem to 
be in greater numbers than usual and 
this walk along the Yalgardup Creek 
Reserve appeared to back up the random 
comments. The reserve is a narrow 
stretch between semi-rural properties, 
part of the Shire of Augusta-Margaret 
River’s register, where the shire has 
undertaken work enabling limited access. 
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The Yalgardup Creek flows into the 
Margaret River west of the waterfall in 
Kevill Road.

Our group of ten walked through open 
paddocks, Karri and Marri forest, 
alongside the Peppermint-lined creek 
and adjoining gardens. The bird species 
total was 27, but this doesn’t reflect 
actual numbers of the more common 
birds, at times so many we had trouble 
keeping up when counting. 

There was blossom in a couple of tall 
Marris near Wallcliffe Road with noisy 
groups of Purple-crowned Lorikeets and 
noisy Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos too, 
with one bird putting on an impressive 
flight display. Galahs and Australian 
Ringnecks were checking out hollows. 
Small birds were attracted to several 
garden shrubs and we noticed cypress 
branches and chewed cones (probably 
Cupressus macrocarpa) on the ground, 
maybe from parrots/cockatoos or some 
other animal? It was a very enjoyable 
walk with good company and a huge 
amount of bird activity within a very 
narrow strip.

Christine Wilder

30 June - Cape to Cape Birdblitz 
walk, South from Injidup

The meeting point for our walk was the 
car park at the southern end of Cape 
Clairault Road. It was a small group 
of five and we agreed to head south 
along the Cape to Cape track through 
the vegetation and up onto the ridge 
overlooking the ocean where we would 
then turn north and come down the sand 
dunes and return along Injidup beach, 
giving us a good cross section of habitat. 
The weather looked like it might spoil 
the outing but as it turned out we were 
very fortunate to only have one light 
shower come through late in our walk. A 
superb view from the lookout started our 

viewing and listing and once we started 
walking we were soon pointing out birds 
and trying to identify numerous sounds. 
Many bush birds were seen in the 
vegetation and a range of ocean birds 
recorded. The listing of 17 species shows 
that our outing was a success and the 
area worth another visit.

Rob Mutch and Sylvia Mutch

16 June, Investigations of the St. 
Alouarn Island Group

The Cape to Cape Bird Group’s first 
investigation of the St. Alouarn Island 
Group, with Leeuwin Marine Charters, 
was on the 16th of June. The beauty 
of the vessel ‘Diversion’ is that it is 
well suited to specialised groups of 
twelve and local owner David Muller 
is a very experienced skipper (and a 
member of Augusta Volunteer Marine 
Rescue). Weather is a major factor 
when organising these trips and after 
a week of storms, rain and eight metre 
swells, the 3.5 metre swell seemed like 
a breeze, although out in open water, 
past the islands, the waves were quite 
spectacular. Seabird trips are a treat 
and this, our first trip out to the islands, 
proved a success.

As we made our way out of the Augusta 
Boat Harbour we encountered dolphins 
and several whales close in shore, then 
a Wilson’s Storm-Petrel appeared. The 
more common Crested Terns, Silver 
Gulls and Pacific Gulls flew close by to 
check us out. Our first stop was in the 
lee of St. Alouarn Island where a White-
bellied Sea-Eagle was tucked out of the 
wind. A pair of Sooty Oystercatchers 
landed on rocks close to the shoreline.

Before we hit the open ocean we made 
our way to rocks favoured by fur seals 
(at least thirty) and surprisingly a small 
flock of Ruddy Turnstones flew out 
several times from one of the lower 
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rocks. Past the islands the waves were 
a little rough so we made our way back 
to St. Alouarn Island, with an immature 
Black-browed Albatross performing round 
the boat on the return. Back at the island, 
the sea-eagle remained perched, but then 
took off especially for the photographers 
in the group. On towards a narrow section 
of the long flat Seal Island and another 
close encounter when the sea-eagle 
landed on a rock in front of us. It looked 
to be feeding on something? Around ten 
Pied Cormorants were roosting nearby.

As a finale, Dean threw out the last of 
the fish from the esky, and we felt we 
could reach out and touch the many 
Australasian Gannets, by now circling the 
boat, magnificent birds when close. The 
Pacific Gulls really put on a show too, 

another impressive bird in flight. Because 
of the ocean conditions, it was unwise to 
return via the usual circuit through the 
lighthouse passage, but we will definitely 
be doing more of these trips, and in 
calmer weather conditions will check out 
the other rocky islets of the St. Alouarn 
Island Group. Thanks to Dave Muller, 
Blake Muller and Dean McFaull for their 
assistance in putting this first charter 
together. 

Christine Wilder

If you are interested in watching birds 
around the St. Alouarn Island group, off 
Cape Leeuwin, regular seabird charters 
are planned. Ensure you are on the list to 
receive information for the next weather 
window. email cwilderone@yahoo.com

MANDURAH BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP

The Mandurah Bird Observers Group 
outing to Island Point (30 odd kms south 
from Mandurah) on the Peel Harvey 
Estuary, was attended by eleven people 
of whom four were newcomers and most 
welcomed to the group.

The earlier weather forecast was 
unfavourable, but it turned out to be a 
beautiful sunny day and the highlights 
were the sighting of birds such as Scarlet 
Robin, Western Yellow Robin, Western 
Spinebill, Western Whistler, Weebill 
and many of the common inland and 
wetland birds. In all, 46 species were 
recorded and even though a small group 
it was a most enjoyable and rewarding 
experience.

Bill King

Scarlet Robin at Island Point. Photo by Da-
vid Budd
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Excursion reports
ELLIS BROOK RESERVE, 4 MAY

Eighteen people participated in the day’s 
excursion to Ellis Brook Reserve. 

There had been a bit of rain overnight, 
but luckily the walk was almost 
completely dry apart from a brief shower 
at the end. In total there were 45 
species recorded on this excursion.

The day started with beautiful scenery 
at a small dam frequented by waterfowl, 
cormorants and bush birds. After 
observing the species at the dam, we 
descended to the base of the waterfall 
taking a pathway through thick scrub 
which was excellent habitat for emu-
wren (which was heard, but not seen 
today). An Australian Owlet-nightjar had 
recently been seen in the area but it had 
moved on.

The base of the waterfall at the little 
carpark at the end of Rushden Road was 
one of the highlights of the excursion 
– there were Welcome Swallow, Galah, 
Australian Ringneck, Splendid Fairy-
wren, Elegant Parrot and Red-eared 
Firetail in the area. We then ascended 
the steps up to the top of the waterfall 
(which is dry at this time of year), took 
the pathway past the quarry and down 
to the carpark at Honeyeater Hollow. 
There were good views of a female 
Red-capped Robin in the car park. The 
highlight of the walk was the Red-eared 
Firetails – they were seen in several 
places and heard often.

Caroline Mynott

THE SPECTACLES, 16 MAY 

It was a cool and wet morning for this 
4.7 km Aboriginal Heritage Trail walk 
that passes through eucalypt, tea-tree, 
and banksia woodland.

A Fan-tailed Cuckoo was calling at the 
start and a male Western Spinebill 
was seen on the way down to the 

first wetland lookout. Just before the 
boardwalk two of the resident Grey 
Currawongs were vocal and visible as 
were a number of small bushbirds. The 
boardwalk through the tall paperbarks 
leads to the Biara hide where water 
levels were good. All three grebe species 
were there, and a variety of ducks 
before a Swamp Harrier, the only raptor 
of the trip, made a low pass scattering 
all.

The flowering banksias had bought 
in Western Wattlebirds that for now 
outnumbered the Red Wattlebirds, 
competing with many New Holland 
and a few Brown Honeyeaters. Red-
capped Parrots were around the second 
(paperbark) wetland lookout but not 
the Nankeen Night-Heron that is often 
around and no new waterbirds were 
added. Also oddly absent on the entire 
walk was the fairy-wren that had been 
seen or heard in several locations during 
the ‘recce’.

Thanks to the nine people who turned up 
to get wet on this, my ‘maiden voyage’ 
as leader. We saw 42 species all up.

Pauline Woolley

LAKE GOOLLELAL, KINGSLEY, 19 MAY

Thirty three of us, including a good 
number of visitors, assembled on a cold 
Sunday under cloudy skies. With such a 
large group we broke into two smaller 
groups to go in opposite directions 
around the lake.

The walk was good for raptors with five 
species seen. Of particular interest to 
those who saw it, was a Whistling Kite 
grabbing a Eurasian Coot and holding it 
under water until it stopped struggling, 
before flying off and enjoying a meal.

We saw eight waterfowl species which 
reflected the good level of water despite 
the dry summer. We also saw a good 
number of bush birds including a small 
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flock of Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos, 
four parrot species and four honeyeater 
species. Notable by their absence was 
any sign of Australian Ringneck.

A total of 59 species were seen. Thanks 
to Clive Nealon for his knowledge of 
the area, which helped add to the 
final count. Thanks to Clive also for 
organizing and leading the walk.

Andrew and Jill Hobbs

Splendid Fairy-wren at Ellis Brook Reserve. Photo by 
Caroline Mynott

RAY MARSHALL PARK, VIVEASH, 26 MAY 

Eighteen members and two guests 
attended this five kilometre round trip 
walk along the scenic banks of the Swan 
River. This area encompasses a wide 
variety of habitats and consequently a 
good selection of bird species is usually 
found here. This day was no exception, 
with a total of fifty six recorded. 

Four pigeons/doves were seen, including 
an abundance of Rock Doves which 
seem to have become well established 
here. Another bird that was regularly 
found in this area and seemed to have 
disappeared, the Sulphur-crested 
Cockatoo, has turned up again and 
was seen and photographed by several 
people. Australian Ringnecks were seen 

in fairly good numbers and it’s a good 
sign that they appear to be holding their 
own here against the onslaught of the 
Rainbow Lorikeets. In fact, of the six 
species of cockatoos and parrots which 
were seen the Rainbow Lorikeet was 
probably one of the hardest to locate. 
A couple of other species that are 
becoming difficult to find near to Perth, 
Red-capped Robin and Australasian 
Pipit, were also seen. Both of these are 
regularly found in this area. 

A lot of restoration work has been 
carried out here and some is still going 
on. Altogether a great place to go for a 
walk and a morning’s birding.

Peter White

DRYANDRA CAMPOUT, 1 – 3 JUNE 

It was the beginning of winter but the 
country was still as dry as at the end of 
a long hot summer. As 13 of us arrived 
and set up camp, we were wondering 
just how many birds we were likely to 
see. However we ended up having a 
great weekend with David Secomb as 
leader. The weather was good; very 
cold at night, but with long pleasant 
sunny periods during the day. Given 
the dry conditions, the paucity of plants 
flowering, and with most birds staying 
silent, we had to work hard to find the 
birds. However it was made easier by 
David who had made a good job of 
finding the best places, including some 
of the outlying areas of the reserve we 
had not visited before.

As expected, there were few water 
birds and only on nearby farm dams. 
We also saw just three raptor species, 
with Wedge-tailed Eagle being the 
most common. As for bush birds, only 
Australian Ringneck, Yellow-plumed 
Honeyeater, Rufous Tree-creeper and 
Weebill were in abundance. Otherwise, 
while we saw a good range of bush 
birds, most were scarce. In all we saw 
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eight cockatoo and parrot species, 
13 honeyeater species and five robin 
species. Of special interest were several 
sightings of Varied Sittella, a number of 
Western Spinebills, and a Hooded Robin 
found by David.

Despite the dry conditions and low 
numbers of birds we managed to find 
76 species, with Graham winning the 
prize for the best guess at the number 
of species seen, while Shelley won a 
consolation prize for the only sighting of 
a numbat.

A big thank you to David for running a 
well-organized but relaxing campout.

Andrew and Jill Hobbs

MANNING PARK, 2 JUNE

It was a sunny and near windless 
morning for the twelve people, including 
two visitors, who turned up for this 
Sunday long weekend excursion. We 
began by circuiting the lake with its 
fringing paperbarks and saw most of the 
species for the excursion here. Hollows 
in the huge mature Tuarts had Galah, 
Little Corella and Laughing Kookaburra 
inspecting. Red-capped Parrot and 
Australian Ringneck were around but no 
sight of Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo that 
might roost here or Red-tailed Black-
Cockatoo. Both pardalotes were either 
heard or seen. A variety of waterbirds 
on the lake included five duck species, a 
White-faced Heron and a lone Pied Stilt, 
and Tree Martin and Welcome Swallow 
above. Most interesting for us was 
hearing an example of magpie mimicry 
when one broke off its song to imitate 
part of a Laughing Kookaburra call.

Up the track and along the ridge to 
the west, birds were scarce but at the 
lookout a Whistling Kite and a Black-
shouldered Kite were seen below as well 
as a small group of Black-faced Cuckoo-
Shrikes. We could even make out several 

Australasian Gannets in Cockburn Sound 
but a bit of a stretch to include this on 
the birdlist. Descending down the steps 
where a Fan-tailed Cuckoo was calling, 
we returned to the car park having seen 
45 species all up.

Pauline Woolley

LAKE MONGER, 6TH JUNE

Twelve visitors and members, young and 
old, blew around the choppy waters of 
Lake Monger on a grey and cloudy day.

Several duck species were seen, the 
most numerous in the flotillas being 
Pink-eared Ducks and Australasian 
Shovelers. The two smaller grebes and a 
few Musk Ducks were also noted. There 
were small armadas of Blue-billed Ducks 
bobbing on the choppy waters. Few 
bush birds were seen or heard and the 
highlight was a Spotless Crake on some 
mud.

A total of 41 species was seen as an 
Australian Hobby flew over the car park 
when we were leaving.

Claire Gerrish

GARVEY PARK, 9 JUNE 

Despite the dismal weather forecast, 
seven stalwart birders joined us for 
a morning walk through a variety of 
habitats ranging from the Swan River 
and margins to large open grassed 
areas, saline lakes, a small freshwater 
lake and woodland. 

An early shower sent us into the shelter 
of the canoe club veranda for a while 
but the rest of the morning, though 
cloudy on and off with a cold wind, also 
had pleasant sunny patches. Having 
such a small group was a bonus as we 
were able to spend more time looking 
at species which were new to the three 
novices with us.

Good rains over the past two days meant 
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there was a lot of water lying around. 
The areas to the west of Coolgardie 
Creek were all flooded, forcing us to 
retreat to the east side to be able to 
reach the river again. Cold winds made 
the small species hard to find but we did 
see honeyeaters among the flowering 
grevilleas beside the canoe club and also 
found Weebill, Western Gerygone and 
Rufous Whistler. Black-faced Cuckoo-
shrike was easy to see among dead 
trees just back from the river. 

We retreated to the shelter of the 
building beside the car-park for coffee 
– and feather-light Pandan Chiffon 
Cake – thanks Forina! We considered 
the morning’s total of 40 species very 
satisfying. Among them were three we 
had not recorded in this area before: 
Australian Shelduck, White-bellied Sea-
Eagle and Brown Goshawk. 

Pam Agar

White-bellied Sea-Eagle at Garvey Park. Photo by Caro-
line Mynott

FLYNN ROAD, 15 JUNE

It was a cool, winter morning for the 
commencement of the Flynn Road 
BirdLife excursion. 

Raptors were scarce, with only a single 
Collared Sparrowhawk being sighted. 
The abundance of Yellow-plumed 
Honeyeaters and Rufous Treecreepers 
made up for it, though. Western and 
Inland Thornbills were seen, along with 
Western Gerygone and Weebill. We 
saw five parrot and cockatoo species: 
Australian Ringneck, Elegant Parrot, 
Purple-crowned Lorikeet, Galah and 
Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo. We also had 
amazing views of Scarlet and Western 
Yellow Robins. 

After lunch we continued to a nearby 
spot, where almost immediately we saw 
the bird of the day, Crested Shrike-tit. 
Most observers had a good view of this 
uncommon bird. We then added various 
bird species to the list, wrapping the 
total to a healthy 38 bird species. 

Thank you, Charles Merriam, for leading 
a whole day bird walk enjoyed by 
everyone alike. 

Benjamin Hicks

YANCHEP NATIONAL PARK, JUNE 29

A very cool morning with threatening 
overcast skies awaited the seventeen 
people who elected to take a chance on 
the weather. After a wet June the lake 
held a lot of water although the number 
of water birds seemed relatively low. 
There were Pacific Black Ducks, Grey 
Teal, and Australasian Shelducks, a small 
group of Red-necked Avocets, and Pied 
Stilts. The highlight was a single Cattle 
Egret patrolling the edge of one of the 
reed islands in the lake.

The walk around the perimeter of the 
lake was quiet with respect to the birds 
but an elusive White-breasted Robin as 
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well as a few of the regular small bush 
birds put in occasional appearances.

After the lake walk we had our 
traditional coffee break and then most 
of the attendees were happy to continue 
to the Boomerang Gorge for a walk 
through the woodland there. We were 
rewarded with good views of Grey 
Shrike-thrush, Yellow-rumped Thornbill, 
and Varied Sittellas. The photographers 
were also treated to an extended 
audience with an accommodating 
Scarlet Robin to bring the morning to a 
satisfactory conclusion.

The final species count for the walk was 
43.

Clive Nealon

PAGANONI SWAMP, 7 JULY

We wondered whether to turn back as 
we headed south into dark clouds and 
rainbows. So we were surprised to have 
15 people assembled to walk around 
the area, though it was hard to see 
everyone with the forest of umbrellas.

Even with the drizzle for the first hour 
or so, we were surprised to see so many 
birds. While we saw no raptors and only 
a few ducks flying over, we ended up 
with 34 bird species on the list. These 
included six honeyeater species, Scarlet 
and Western Yellow Robins, Splendid 
Fairy-wren White-browed Scrubwren 
and Rufous and Western Whistlers. In 
addition we spotted several Carnaby’s 
and Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos. We 
were also happy to see a number of 
Australian Ringnecks and no Rainbow 
Lorikeets.

We were fortunate to have Clive Nealon 
to stand in as leader, to show us the 
best spots for birds and to make sure 
we didn’t get lost.

Andrew and Jill Hobbs

LITTLE RUSH LAKE, 9 JULY

A Collared Sparrowhawk stirred us up, 
even before the 8.00 am start. A good 
omen. 

A local resident joined the group, in 
response to an advertisement in the 
local newspaper and admitted that in 
50 years of residency he had never 
visited Little Rush Lake. At the end 
of the walk he, along with the group, 
had seen 45 species. Surprisingly, 
water birds were generally seen as 
individuals, Musk Duck, Pacific Black 
Duck, Australian Shelduck, Purple 
Swamphen then Grey Teal, Black Swan 
and Australasian Grebe. However, Grey 
Fantail, Western Gerygone, Silvereye, 
Rainbow Lorikeet and Splendid Fairy-
wren were well represented. Also seen 
were Red-capped Robin and Yellow-
rumped Thornbill. Possibly in nesting 
hollows, were Long-billed Corella and 
Red-capped Parrot. 

Several birds seen on the ‘reccy’ were 
absent so the potential for birding 
at this pleasant little lake is very 
promising.

Lynley Davey

LIGHTNING SWAMP, 13 JULY

A group of 24 birdwatchers met at 
Lightning Swamp in Noranda. Lightning 
Swamp is an area of natural bushland 
containing a seasonal wetland which is 
fed by a drainage ditch. The weather 
was fine but cold and, following some 
heavy rains, the wetland was starting to 
fill again.

We set off along the perimeter walk 
track and then into the centre of the 
bushland. Several Red-capped Parrots 
were seen in the area and White-
cheeked Honeyeaters were making 
display flights as we walked along the 
path towards the ditch. As the path 
went along the side of the ditch we 
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spotted Striated Pardalotes in a dead 
tree; this was a good place to see them 
because we were able to get a clear view 
as they made their courtship displays on 
the bare branches.

There were some Australian Wood Ducks 
in the ditch and we were pleased to 
be able get very close to them to see 
their fresh breeding plumage when they 
finally flew away. We passed along the 
northern perimeter of the bushland to 
return to the meeting point.

Our bird count for the day was 35 
species, with Australian Shelducks 
putting in an appearance at the last 
moment.

Sandra West

PHOTOGROUP AT CARINE SWAMP,14 
JULY

A brilliant sunny day and seven degrees 
Centigrade. There was plenty of water 
in the swamp but very few waterbirds. 
Our small group of ten started the walk 
with a good look at our resident pair of 
Tawny Frogmouth. After that we spent 
some time photographing bush birds 
including a Laughing Kookaburra futilely 
raiding a small hollow. We had good 
views of other bush birds including Grey 
Fantail, Western Gerygone, Silvereye, 
and numerous Red Wattlebirds and 
Brown Honeyeaters. The surprise of 
the morning was Caroline’s sighting 
of a Red-capped Robin, with only two 
previous records in Birdata for Carine 
Swamp. The bird was very obliging with 
good photos taken by most of us.

Coffee time was made more interesting 
when three raptors, a Swamp Harrier, an 
Australian Hobby and a possible Brown 
Goshawk. flew over the swamp.

Andrew and Jill Hobbs

LESMURDIE FALLS, 21 JULY

A group of 19 birders braved the 
winter weather at Lesmurdie Falls, a 
picturesque part of Mundy Regional Park. 
There had been a lot of rain forecast 
for the day, but luckily there were only 
a couple of short light showers during 
the morning. We set off from the Falls 
Road car park and headed down to the 
falls lookout, then down the steps to the 
water’s edge near the bottom carpark. 
The water was too high to cross so 
we took another path up the hill back 
towards the start of the walk. From 
here we crossed the water over a small 
footbridge and followed a loop walk 
clockwise up the hill then down again.

There were several small groups of Red-
capped Parrots and Australian Ringnecks 
seen throughout the walk. Other 
highlights were Red-eared Firetails, a 
Western Whistler and two Little Eagles 
which were seen gliding high up in the 
thermals. An Elegant Parrot was seen 
briefly. Southern Emu-wrens were 
present in two locations and were heard 
but not seen. Other notable sightings 
were Splendid Fairy-wrens, Inland, 
Western and Yellow-rumped Thornbills 
and a Whistling Kite.

Caroline Mynott

ST RONAN’S NATURE RESERVE, 27 JULY

Twenty four people recorded 40 species 
at St Ronan’s Nature Reserve on a 
cool, overcast day with some light 
rain prior to the start. Highlights were 
Emu, Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo, Rufous 
Treecreeper, Gilbert’s Honeyeater, Red-
capped Robin, Scarlet Robin, and Brown-
headed Honeyeater. No raptors were 
seen. 

Most of the group went to Mokine 
Nature Reserve after lunch. Nearly all 
of us added Grey Butcherbird to our 
list. Other new birds for the day were 
a Common Bronzewing seen by Darryl 
and a Restless Flycatcher that was heard 



Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 171 September 2019 Page 53Page 52 Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 171 September 2019

Observatory reports
BROOME BIRD OBSERVATORY

The middle of  the year is always an 
interesting time to be at the BBO, as 
visitors from all over Australia and 
beyond meet in our Shadehouse to swap 
stories and enjoy the fine weather and 
clear night skies. Come 6:30 pm, they are 
also swapping sightings during the nightly ritual 
of  ‘Bird Log’.

Our campers aren’t the only nomads descending 
on the observatory this dry season. One of  the 
most exciting things about working in a dry 
environment with ephemeral resources is that 
many of  the birds are adapted to travel long 
distances in search of  food and water. In other 
words, you never know what’s going to turn up. In 
recent months two waves of  activity stand out.

First, huge numbers of  Black Honeyeaters and 
especially Pied Honeyeaters passed through 
in May, June and July. A few stayed around the 
grounds, but most followed the coastline south. 
Some days were spectacular, with BBO guest 
Alan Rose counting an extraordinary 16,000 Pied 
Honeyeaters passing south over Quandong Point 

on 19th May. These birds may have been on 
a return journey from flowering trees on 
the Dampier Peninsula to their core habitat 
further south. Although many distribution 
maps show the Broome region lying 
outside the species’ range, their movement 

patterns are complex and similar passage has been 
observed in previous years (most recently 2012 
and 2013). However, the 2019 numbers are orders 
of  magnitude greater than these records! This 
amazing period lasted from May until mid-July, 
with Masked Woodswallows (also sometimes in 
their thousands), Budgerigars and a few Cockatiels 
passing south at the same time.

More recently in late July, blossoming of  Hakea 
macrocarpa and Lysiphyllum cunninghamii around 
the grounds brought a boom of  nectar-feeding to 
our doorstep. Rufous-throated Honeyeaters, Red-
collared Lorikeets and Little Friarbirds arrived 
in great numbers, all regulars here that had been 
unusually quiet in preceding months. With them 
came more unusual visitors: Varied Lorikeets, 
Yellow-tinted Honeyeaters, Banded Honeyeaters 

Observatory reports: Broome, ctd

EYRE BIRD OBSERVATORY

and a single Grey-headed Honeyeater. Guests at 
our bird hide are still enjoying photogenic Banded 
Honeyeaters posing as they come in for a drink.

In the bay, the cannon-netting season started with a 
bang (sorry) as we enjoyed successful catches with 
good numbers of  Great Knot, Whimbrel, Eastern 
Curlew, Red Knot, Grey-tailed Tattler and Curlew 
Sandpiper. These individuals are among the 11,000 
or so migratory shorebirds that overwinter in the 
bay, most in their first year of  life and preparing to 
make their first breeding migrations in the coming 
years. We’ve had excellent turnouts from volunteers 
who have enjoyed seeing these remarkable birds in 
the hand – some still with one or two of  the old 
feathers that got them from Siberia to Roebuck Bay. 
Overwintering Sharp-tailed Sandpiper and Marsh 
Sandpiper, species that are often completely absent 
during the dry season, have been notable features 
of  mixed shorebird roosts. Around 100 Red-necked 
Avocets are also present, likely because of  dry 
conditions inland. Of  our local specialties, Common 
Redshank has been providing excellent views, while 

Asian Dowitcher and Broad-billed Sandpiper have 
been seen occasionally. Numbers of  each will be 
bolstered soon with returning migrants, making 
viewing easier along our beautiful beaches.

After little rainfall during our wet season our first 
visits to the inland lakes of  Roebuck Plains showed 
two to be dry. The third, Lake Eda, was a shallow 
wetland teeming with birdlife, including uncommon 
species for the region like Black-tailed Native-
hen and Yellow-billed Spoonbill, and rare winter 
sightings of  Little Curlew and Oriental Pratincole. 
Sadly this wetland too is now dry, but the hope is 
that parched conditions inland might bring rarities 
to the coast later in the year – perhaps during our 
Birds of  the Broome Region courses in September 
and October, for which places are still available! 
These can be booked at broomebirdobservatory.
com/courses, where you can also see details and 
make bookings for our Wave the Waders Goodbye 
courses in March and April 2020.

BBO Staff

CARETAKER NOTES - MAY 2019 

May was a cold month with about 12 days 
of  reasonable rainfall. It was good for the 
rainwater tanks and bird baths, but it made 
for slim sightings around the observatory 
bird baths and Kanidal Beach on some days. Where 
were all the birds? And only two Major Mitchell’s 
Cockatoos visiting regularly?

For most of  May it was quite similar except for a 
few warmer days when some honeyeaters, Australian 
Raven and Grey Currawong came to the bird baths. 
On one morning we experienced minus four degrees 
which froze a thin layer of  ice on the surface of  the 
bird baths. On a couple of  days, we experienced 
a thick coastal fog that covered the dunes and 
reduced visibility to 100 metres. It was mysteriously 
beautiful but very few birds showed up around the 
observatory on those days.

The bird life along the Microwave Tower Road to 
the Eyre Highway was more active. Yellow-plumed 
Honeyeater, Ground Cuckoo-shrike, Black-faced 
Cuckoo-shrike, White-fronted Honeyeater, Varied 

Sittella, small flocks of  Mulga Parrot and of  
course the ubiquitous Yellow-throated Miner 
which were in huge numbers. One Friday on 
the Cocklebiddy run we counted a flock of  80 
on the tower road and another 50-plus on Blue 
Bush Plain

Yellow-plumed Honeyeaters somewhere between 
Microwave Tower Road to Eyre Highway. Photo by Steve 
Edwards

by John! The total number of species 
recorded on the day was 43. 

Robyn Pickering

LAKE GWELUP, 4 AUGUST

Twenty two hardy birders attended this 
excursion on what turned out to be a 
fairly wet morning. We were delayed for 
half an hour as we waited for the rain 
to stop and when we had progressed 
half way around the lake it started in 
earnest again. Good weather for ducks as 
they say and we recorded eight species 
including Black Swans plus Australasian 
and Hoary-headed Grebes and plenty 
of Eurasian Coots as is usually the case 
here. 

Australian Reed-Warblers were seen or 
heard in many places and some trees 
were very ‘busy’ with a good variety of 
bushbirds including Weebill, Western 
Gerygone, Yellow-rumped Thornbill and 
Rufous Whistler. Also, after a bit of a 
search we eventually found two of the 
resident Tawny-Frogmouths which had 
decided to move house. 

The rain persisted and morning tea and 
bird call were held under a shelter. The 
rain stopped and the sun broke through 
just as we finished! Before the last of 
us left, three extra species were seen, 
bringing the total to forty three, quite 
good at this time of year and in these 
conditions.

Peter White
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This month’s visit to Burnabbie was also a 
delight. Amongst the feathers we saw many 
White-fronted Honeyeaters, Spiny-cheeked 
Honeyeaters, Western Yellow Robins, Weebills, 
and lovely Tawny-crowned Honeyeaters. Others 
spotted were Australian Raven, Wedge-tailed 
Eagle on the wind, Red Wattlebird, Spotted and 
Striated Pardalotes, noisy White-browed Babblers, 
Western Whistler, Grey Currawong, Black-faced 
Cuckoo-shrike, Singing Honeyeater and quite a 
few noisy Yellow-throated Miners.

The winter drive along Kanidal Beach was weedy, 
lumpy and slow. Most noticeable was a pair of  
Red-necked Avocet. We were surprised by the 
number of  Australasian Pipits on the beach in 
loose groups. There were also the familiar resident 
Red-capped Plovers and a few Red-necked Stints 
running with the plovers. 

On reaching Waders Beach, on our monthly visit 
to Twilight Cove, we observed many Red-capped 
Plovers and about 80 Silver Gulls spread out along 
the beach in small flocks of  ten to twenty. Sooty 
and Pied Oystercatchers were observed chasing 
each other away from the shoreline and engaging 
in some aerial acrobatics. One lonely and very 
unwell juvenile Australasian Gannet was observed 
just at the limit of  the high-water mark. Unable 
to stand or fly it fell over when a wave washed up 
the beach. We had to leave it to mother nature to 
manage.

As we packed up to leave EBO on 4th of  June, 
21 Major Mitchell’s Cockatoos visited the 
observatory bird baths. Were they fare-welling us 
or welcoming Mick and Lorraine? Hopefully both.

Despite what seemed to be very few sightings 
in May, on reflection we saw many birds that we 
hadn’t previously seen during our November ’18 
to January ’19 spell at EBO. As relative novices, 
different honeyeaters again stretched our ability 
to identify them, and it was good to identify and 
recognise some of  our old favourites.

Steve and Mandy Edwards

CARETAKER NOTES JUNE - JULY 2019

Initially, we were disappointed with the birds, 
both in numbers and in species, as compared to 

the same period in 2015 pre-fire as it was. The 
morning display at the north baths out the kitchen 
windows was a delight, starting with a constant 
stream of  Brush Bronzewings down what we 
dubbed ‘the Bronzewing super highway’ at dawn 
and then the Major Mitchell’s Cockatoos around 
8am if  they decided to grace us and after that 
came the honeyeaters, usually led by the New 
Holland Honeyeaters and so it continued. Wet 
days were sparser with dry days and those before a 
change, more frenetic.

Fast forward to 2019 and the scene was much 
more subdued. The Brush Bronzewings came in 
ones, sporadically and we saw no Major Mitchell’s 
Cockatoos for the first few days. Most of  the 
action when it did happen was out at the south 
bath on the cold side of  the building. There 
were no Spiny-cheeked Honeyeaters with their 
curious call or Lorraine’s favourites the ‘ninja 
masked’ Brown-headed Honeyeaters. We weren’t 
constantly accompanied by the call of  the Fan-
tailed Cuckoo – there was none. What of  the 
Sacred Kingfisher? The Western Yellow Robin? 
The Jacky Winter? All were regulars on the old 
lists. The fires certainly have made an impact, we 
guess it’s because the winter migrating birds now 
hit an area of  regrowth that’s not old enough to 
flower, so the birds simply stay on the other sites.

Still it wasn’t all doom and gloom – more like 
swings and round-abouts. The good rains of  May 
(67 mm) were replaced with 11 mm for June and 
close to the end of  July we’ve recorded a whole 
0.4 mm plus some dew! While the drier conditions 
may not be great for the environment they 
certainly started bringing the birds to us. Shortly, 
after Steve and Mandy departed, the first of  the 
Major Mitchell’s Cockatoos put in an appearance. 
Ones and twos for starters then tens and fifteens 
which seemed to continue through to mid-July 
when they became less regular - nesting perhaps?

As dry as it was, getting the front bird bath dry 
enough to repair (Steve had started the process) 
took a while, but eventually it was reinstated and 
the star pickets were disguised with hollow bits 
of  mallee and it didn’t take long for the birds to 
find it. At the same time we took a punt and dried 
off  the southern bath; there were some confused 
birds for the first few days, but the New Holland 
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Honeyeaters were making enough din out the front 
to attract everyone. This made observations a lot 
easier and warmer!

Obviously, the New Holland Honeyeaters dominate 
the count, often over 200 for a day and that’s not 
watching all the time. They were followed in 
descending order by the Singing Honeyeaters and 
the Brown Honeyeaters, then the Brown-headed 
and while we didn’t see any at the baths, a group 
of  White-fronted Honeyeaters became regulars 
around the telegraph station. They also caused some 
interest as we were sure we had a mystery bird – a 
call we couldn’t identify ourselves or by using the 
Pizzey and Knight app. Each morning we heard 
(and still hear) an odd call; it had us out hunting a 
few days in a row straight after the 7am weather 
report. And while we never actually set eyes on 
it while making its mystery call, eventually we 
became convinced it was part of  the White-fronted 
Honeyeater’s repertoire. Finally at the end of  July 
we caught sight of  one Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater 
at the baths and we have seen a mere handful while 
out and about; they certainly weren’t something 
we learned to expect. While the Red Wattlebirds 
were only occasionally at the baths, they were 
moving through the landscape in flocks of  thirty 
or more and often seemed to be in conflict with the 
Australian Ringnecks which we found odd as apart 
from being similar size, they occupy quite different 
niches. Of  course there’s the semi constant flow 
of  the delicate little Silvereyes who have a definite 
preference for the front bath.

There were of  course a few oddments at the baths 
as well. A male Mistletoebird put in a brief  visit 
and a lone Fan-tailed Cuckoo sat up on the wire and 
has since been heard calling on occasions while a 
Western Whistler has graced us twice. A Brown 
Goshawk appeared one morning, bathed thoroughly 
and then stood around while it dried. It then 
entertained us by opening the feathers of  its chest 
and folding one leg in there and closing them again 
for a few minutes then repeating with the other, 
presumably trying to keep them warm. For a bird 
that we have found elusive, it was quite comfortable 
with us watching while the cameras rattled away 
on the famous Uzi machine gun setting! While 
doing the 10am weather with a guest in tow we 
suddenly had a raptor fly over our heads en route to 
the baths. The weather recording and explanation 

were finished rapidly as Mick dashed inside for 
the camera and Lorraine and then all three of  us 
watched as a Brown Falcon finished its bath and 
fluffing then stood in the sun to dry and warm 
up before heading for the trees again. The Brown 
Falcon was almost absent in June and has been seen 
more times in July and is one of  those birds you can 
get quite close to for some lovely shots. 

Brown Falcon at Eyre Observatory. Photo by Mick 
Hobgen

The beaches have been quiet. Red-capped Plovers 
dominate the count and the pairs and fours we 
saw in June became eights and tens or more in 
July. Apart from that the only other regulars to 
Kanidal Beach were the pairs of  Australian Pied 
Oystercatchers. Not one Sooty Oystercatcher 
was recorded on Kanidal Beach, but they are the 
exclusive preserve of  Twilight Cove and Nine 
Mile, and even then there was only 27 in June and 
44 in July. Pacific Gulls are regulars but few, and 
Silver Gulls while having counts of  15- 20 were 
irregular. We had five Black Swans reported at the 
beach entrance by guests and we saw a group of  ten 
Caspian Terns just to the east. We were also graced 
by the White-bellied Sea Eagle on a few occasions 
and were surprised by a couple of  Wedge-tailed 
Eagles there too, while Nankeen Kestrels were 
conspicuous by their absence. Kanidal also turned 
up a confused Pied Stilt that hung out with a couple 



Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 171 September 2019 Page 57Page 56 Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 171 September 2019

Observatory reports: Eyre, ctd

of  Australian Pied Oystercatchers before perhaps 
getting a better offer and disappearing. Perhaps 
the lone Sanderling and pair of  Red-necked Stint 
went with it. We also had a pair of  Hoary-headed 
Grebes at Nine Mile for a while, then one day a 
departing guest came in to tell us there was a dead 
bird in the driveway. It turned out to be a Hoary-
headed Grebe which we concluded confused the 
solar panels in the dark for water and tried to 
make on unfortunate landing. The next time at 
Nine Mile there was indeed only one and then 
none! More recently we stumbled upon three Rock 
Parrots just behind the dunes and stalked them for 
a while getting some poor photos – operator error 
unfortunately.

A trip to Twilight is always a highlight, but even 
that has been sparse compared to our memory 
of  2015. We saw a single Double-banded Plover 
in June and a lone Australian Pelican in July, 43 
Red-capped Plovers in June and 32 in July. There 
were 136 Crested Terns in June and none in July. 
Red-necked Stints mixed in with the Red-capped 
Plover, 11 in June and three in July. White-fronted 
Chats were reasonably steady with 26 and 21. 
HOWEVER, while they weren’t birds, we did spot 
four Southern Right Whales as we were about to 
leave, one out wide and three just past the start 
of  the cliffs, where a juvenile was breaching and 
rolling – very exciting, especially for Lorraine who 
has been hanging out to see them.

Heading up the North Track we used to see large 
mixed groups of  Spotted Pardalotes, Inland 
Thornbills and Weebills moving together with 
the occasional White-browed Scrubwren but they 
are now few and far between and a sighting of  a 
Spotted Pardalote is noteworthy. Between 2 and 
3 km along you run into the burnt area and only 
the Red Wattlebird is regular there. A highlight 
was a large branch in a tree according to Lorraine 

that didn’t look like it belonged but it did kind of, 
as it turned out to be a Southern Boobook. The 
Microwave Tower area was even quieter except 
for the majestic Wedge-tailed Eagles which seem 
to just hang and drift. Sometimes a single bird, 
but more often three and on several occasions five 
and even six. They seemed curious of  us, no doubt 
trying to work out our edibility index.

The Blue Bush Plains and Cocklebiddy, as ever, 
are the home of  the Yellow-throated Miner, with 
mobs of  20 or more a common sight. This year 
to our delight the next most common bird was 
the Purple-crowned Lorikeet, which could often 
be heard before being spotted – it’s amazing how 
colourful birds can simply disappear into leafy 
foliage. We had a few chance encounters with 
the haughty king of  the plains – the Australian 
Bustard – which is always a highlight and very 
exciting for one of  our guests who came with us 
for a Cocklebiddy run. We managed three lots 
of  Reverse Magpies – well that’s what Ground 
Cuckoo-shrikes look like in flight to me, I found 
them exciting and even managed a photo or two. 
The crowning glory for our trips up on the plain 
was the Regent Parrot that we came across on 
three occasions in June of  25, 32 and 8. In the 
same area two very well credentialed ‘birdos’ 
reported three Elegant Parrots – no photos, but 
very certain. Crystal Ponds turned up very little 
apart from Australian Raven and Crested Pigeon 
and a lone female Mulga Parrot. 

So our initial disappointment turned to delight. 
We love this place and especially when someone 
says to us – “that was a lifer for me!” or “I think I 
really will get into birding now, it is great fun!”

Mick and Lorraine Hobgen

September: Peel-Mandurah excurson: 
Erskine Lake

Contact: Bill King: newbill13@bigpond.
com

Sunday 1 to Monday 9 September: 
Great Western Woodlands Survey 
Helena and Aurora Ranges and 
Jilbadji

We need regular bird surveys of the 
Helena and Aurora Ranges area in order 
to maintain our stance against the 
mining of this wonderful woodland. This 
survey requires a 4x4 vehicle and to be 
self-sufficient with water, food, fuel and 
camping gear.

For further information please contact the 
coordinators at gww@birdlife.org.au

Saturday 7 September: North Lake, 
North Lake 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am at the car park near 
the north end of Progress Drive. Coming 
from Perth on Kwinana Freeway, take the 
Farrington Road exit going right towards 
Fremantle. Coming from the south, take 
the South Street exit going left towards 
Fremantle, turn left into Murdoch Drive 
and right into Farrington Road. Progress 
Drive is the first left after the lights at 
Bibra Drive.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Alan Watson

Monday 9 - Saturday 21 September: 
Ravensthorpe Wildflower Festival

See page 37 for more details.

Tuesday 10 September: Albany 
Regional Group excursion

More details about destinations, where to 
meet etc. will be made available on BWA 
e-news. You can also check the Albany 
Bird Group’s website http://sites.google.
com/site/albanybirds/Home

and Facebook page. Excursion leader will 
be Anne Bondin (albanybirds@hotmail.
com). Feel free to contact the branch for 
further information.

Thursday 12 September: Star Swamp, 
North Beach, Stirling 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am in the car park at the 
end of Mary Street, Waterman. To get 
there, turn off West Coast Highway at 
Mary Street, and drive to the car park. 
Alternatively, from Marmion Avenue, 
turn to the west into Beach Road, left 
into Ethel Street and then left into Mary 
Street.

Species that may be found here include 
Purple-backed Fairy-wren, Southern 
Boobook and Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo. 
Star Swamp is part of the Northern Swan 
Coastal Plain KBA for Carnaby’s Black-
Cockatoo and has Tuart and Banksia 
woodland and heath. A variety of raptors 
and bushbirds can be seen. Over 82 
species of birds have been recorded here.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Michael Hancock

Saturday 14 September: Lake 
Leschenaultia, Chidlow 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 9:00 am at the car park at 
Lake Leschenaultia. Travel 10.5 km past 
Mundaring on Great Eastern Highway and 
turn left into Old Northam Road and it 
is 2 km into Chidlow. At the roundabout 
turn left into Thomas Road, and after 300 
m turn right towards Lake Leschenaultia 
(signposted) along Rosedale Road. After 
2 km turn left into the park. It is now free 
to enter the park. Inside the gate bear left 
and keep going until you reach the main 
car park.

A 6 km walk on an excellent track takes 
us through Jarrah, Marri and Wandoo 
woodland where 77 species have been 
recorded.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Charles Merriam

Sunday 15 to Saturday 21 September: 
Great Western Woodlands survey 
Transline with possible extension to 
Naretha Bore

The Transline transect follows the railway 
line from Kalgoorlie to the east. Naretha 
Bore is noted for the presence of the 
Naretha Blue Bonnet Parrot and although 
not usually included in this survey an 
extension is tempting.

This survey requires a 4x4 vehicle and to 
be self- sufficient with water, food, fuel 

and camping gear.

For further information please contact the 
coordinators at gww@birdlife.org.au

Wednesday 18 September: Wearne 
Road, North Bannister 
Full-day Photographic excursion (pm 
optional)

Meet at 8:30 am on the corner of Wearne 
Road and Albany Highway. Wearne Road 
is on the left about 37 km south of the 
corner of Jarrahdale Road and Albany 
Highway and immediately before the sign 
‘North Bannister 2 km’.

We will meet up here and then travel 
approximately 10 km down Wearne Road 
to the excursion location. We will explore 
the Wandoo woodlands looking for robins, 
babblers and other bushbirds. After 
morning tea, we will look at another area 
nearby.

There will be no conducted ‘walk’ or bird 
count as we will be photographing the 
birds.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Tony Richards

Saturday 21 September: Herdsman 
Lake, Stirling 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am in the car park at the 
northern end of the lake. The entry to 
the car park is located on Jon Sanders 
Drive between Selby Street North and 
Stevenson Avenue. As you drive in, the 
car park we will use is on the right.

Herdsman Lake is one of Perth’s waterbird 
refuges that never dries up and is located 
within the Northern Swan Coastal Plain 
Important Bird Area for Carnaby’s Black-
Cockatoo. Bring your telescope if you 
have one.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Claire Gerrish

Monday 23 September: Bold Park Eco 
Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat
Monthly Meeting, 7:30pm
Guest Speaker: Graham Cam
Title: The role of photography in 
conservation awareness

The genesis of BirdLife Photography 
and the varied roles BLP plays in 

Important note re campouts
Members anticipating attending campouts must notify the BirdLife WA Office (9383 7749) of the number in their party and when 

they will arrive. 
If you are unsure, put your name down as you can always cancel.

An emergency contact number should also be provided in case of accident.

New members
Please let the leaders know that you are a new member and don’t hesitate to ask for assistance with bird sightings.

Coming events
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Coming events, ctd

promoting our spectacular birdlife, as 
well as teaching the art and craft of 
photography. BIRDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHY 
(BLP) is a Special Interest Group (SIG) of 
BirdLife Australia and fills a special niche 
in generating spectacular imagery. 

Sunday 29 September: Bakers Hill 
Zoo Reserve, Northam Shire 
Full-day excursion

Meet at 8.30 am at the corner of 
Berrybrow Road and Colongine Road, 
Bakers Hill. For people coming from 
Perth, turn right onto Berrybrow Road 
from Great Eastern Highway, just as you 
enter the Bakers Hill townsite.

This is a property of 820 acres of 
bushland which has been left to the Perth 
Zoo, and they would like to know what 
birds are present. Please bring a CB radio 
if you have one.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Sue Abbotts

October: Peel-Mandurah excursion: 
Wellard Wetlands

Contact: Bill King: newbill13@bigpond.
com

Saturday 5 October: Wearne Road, 
North Bannister
Full day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am on the east side of the 
first paddock on Wearne Road.

Wearne Road is on the left side of Albany 
Highway about 37 km south of the corner 
of Jarrahdale Road and Albany Highway 
and immediately before the sign ‘North 
Bannister 2 km’. Follow Wearne Road for 
approximately 10 km until you descend 
into an open Wandoo valley with a farm 
on the right. Turn right directly before 
this farm and park in this area.

We will explore the Wandoo woodlands 
looking for robins, babblers, and other 
bush birds. After morning tea we may 
look at another area nearby.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Robyn Pickering

Sunday 13 October: Forrestdale Lake
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am at Moore Street car 
park. From Perth, drive south down 
the Freeway, turning left into Armadale 
Road. Continue on across Nicholson 
Road, then just over 1 km along turn 
right into Weld Street, then second left 
into Loftus Street, and then right into 
Moore Street. There should be plenty of 
waterbirds, bush birds and possibly some 

raptors. Over 110 bird species have been 
recorded here. The wildflowers should be 
good too.

Bring morning tea, telescopes if you 
have them and rubber boots, as it will be 
muddy.

For members and the general public.

Leader: David James

Saturday 19 October: John Forrest 
National Park, Mundaring
Half-day excursion (7:45 am – 12 
pm)

John Forrest National Park is located 
approximately 28 km east of Perth along 
the Great Eastern Highway. Turn off the 
highway onto Park Road and follow it to 
the facilities area. If you have a National 
Parks pass bring it with you. Otherwise, 
entry is $13 per vehicle or $7 per vehicle 
concession. Meet at 7:45 am near the 
information board in the facilities area. 
We will follow walk and fire trails over 
undulating terrain and can expect to 
see a mix of the birds of the Jarrah 
forest and the drier Wandoo woodland 
areas, as both vegetation communities 
are represented in the park. Much of 
the area was burnt in autumn this year 
so it will be interesting to see what 
species are present. Previous visits have 
recorded between 40 and 50 species. As 
this is a long, circular walk you may wish 
to carry something to eat/drink with you. 
We will have a cuppa while the bird list is 
compiled.

For members and guests only

Leader: Peter Sandilands

Thursday 24 October: Lake 
Claremont, Swanbourne

Two hour excursion

Meet at 8:00 am at the Lake Claremont 
Golf Club car park off Davies Road, 
Claremont. We will look for waterbirds 
and bush birds around this pleasant 
suburban lake.

For members and the general public.

Leader: David Free

Saturday 26 October: Whiteman 
Park, Swan
Half day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am at the end of Car Park 
23 near the Dog Park. From Marshall 
Road turn north onto Dulwich Street and 
enter Whiteman Park. 

Please note: only the Dulwich street gate 

will be open early (7:00 am); all other 
park gates open at 8.30. Drive until the 
T- junction, then turn right. Follow the 
signs for the dog exercise area, and turn 
right into car park 23 which is crushed 
limestone.

We will walk the 2.5km loop Werillyiup 
Bush Trail (Blue Poles), which goes 
around Horse Swamp. At this time of 
the year, the seasonal swamp should 
still be filled with water and surrounded 
by boggy meadows. This mixed habitat 
provides a good opportunity to see a 
variety of both bush and water birds. 
Grey Butcherbird, Scarlet and Red-
capped Robins, Splendid Fairy-wren, 
Striated and Spotted Pardalotes, Yellow–
billed Spoonbill, and duck species and 
raptors have all been seen.

Park gates open as in the note above and 
entry is free. Bring morning tea.

For members and guests only.

Leaders: Shelley and Meir Altman

Sunday 27th October: Pipehead Dam 
and Café on the Dam, Serpentine
Photogroup Full day excursion, pm 
optional

Meet at 8.30am in the carpark of the 
Pipehead Dam off Kingsbury Drive. Travel 
from Armadale on the South Western 
Highway, turn left off the highway 
onto Jarrahdale road, then through the 
Jarrahdale township and turn right onto 
Kingsbury Drive. Turn right onto Day 
Road to go to the Pipehead Dam.
The Pipehead Dam is the source of 
Perth water being fed from the main 
Serpentine Dam. There are often 
waterbirds and various parrots in the 
area. Look out for examples of the 
true ‘28’ subspecies of the Port Lincoln 
Australian Ringneck.

We will look for wrens, robins, and 
whistlers there and then move on to the 
café carpark above Serpentine Dam. 
White-breasted Robin, Western Spinebill, 
Gilbert’s Honeyeater and Red-winged 
Fairy-wrens are often seen around 
the café carpark. This can be a very 
productive area for many birds but can 
also have many visitors on a fine day. 
We will play it by ear and will keep other 
nearby areas in mind if the café park is 
too busy.

Call or message Ken Glasson if you 
expect to attend. 0419 967 606.

Members and Guest only

Leader Ken Glasson

Monday 28 October: Bold Park Eco 

Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat
Monthly Meeting, 7:30pm
Guest Speaker: Wayne Merritt
Title: Christmas at Macquarie Island

In 2016, Wayne took a Heritage 
Expeditions birding trip from New Zealand 
through sub-Antarctic islands. He first 
visited the Snares, then Enderby Island in 
the Auckland Island group, Christmas at 
Macquarie Island and then on to Campbell 
Island. The presentation will focus on 
birds but also provide other information 
about this epic trip.

November: Peel-Mandurah excursion 
Creery Wetlands

Contact: Bill King: newbill13@bigpond.
com

Saturday 2 November: Ashfield Flats, 
Bassendean
Half day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am at the car park at the 
southern end of West Road, Bassendean. 
From Guildford Road turn into Colstoun 
Road, turn left into Haig St and right 
into Fisher Street. Follow Fisher Street 
into Reid Street and then turn right into 
West Road. Follow West Road to the end 
car park at Sandy Beach Reserve. There 
should be a variety of water birds and 
bush birds.
For members and the general public.

Leader: Sue Abbotts

Monday 4 to Friday 8 November (5 
days): Esperance 
Mid-week campout

Locations to be visited during the 
campout include Cape le Grande National 
Park, Helms Arboretum, Lake Wheatfield, 
Monjingup Lake and Woody Island. 
Brown Quail, Rock Parrot and Red-eared 
Firetail have been recorded on the island 
and a special early departure has been 
provided for the group. We will be based 
at the Esperance Bay Holiday Park, 162 
Dempster Street, Esperance. Previous 
campouts have recorded a high number of 
species.

If you wish to attend the campout, please 
follow the steps below:

Step 1: Ring the BirdLife Western 
Australia office (telephone 9383 7749) 
and place your name on the list .

Step 2: Contact the Esperance Bay 
Holiday Park (telephone 9071 2237) to 
book accommodation. Facilities range 
from camping and caravan sites to cabins, 
holiday units and chalets.

Let them know you are with BirdLife 
Western Australia as we have been 

offered a generous discount. You can also 
contact the holiday park by e-mail on 
info@esperancebayholidaypark.com.au. 
This is a popular holiday destination so 
book early to ensure you don’t miss out.

Step 3: The boat trip to Woody Island 
must be paid for in advance so that on 
the day of departure the group will arrive 
at the jetty and the crew will have a 
manifest with our names on it.

The cost is $95.00 per person, $80.00 
with a seniors concession. To book, 
contact Woody Island Eco Tours 
(Telephone:0484 327 580). Let them 
know you are booking for the BirdLife 
Western Australia visit by quoting booking 
reference 73D117 and they will guide 
you through the payment process. The 
trip takes approximately half an hour and 
is scheduled for Monday 4 November. 
However, if weather conditions do not 
allow us to travel that day it will be re-
scheduled later in the week.

There will be an entry fee at Cape le 
Grande National Park so if you have a 
national parks pass bring it with you.

A briefing will be held in the campers’ 
kitchen (subject to availability) on 
Sunday 3 November at 5:45 pm. Bring 
your favourite food and best hat for the 
Melbourne Cup Day BBQ.

Members and guests only. Numbers will 
be limited to 30 people.

Leader: Peter Sandilands

Cockburn
Half day excursion’

Meet at 7:30 am in the first car park at 
the southern end of the lake off Progress 
Drive. This car park is between Hope Road 
and Gwilliam Drive. Bibra Lake is a part 
of the Beeliar Wetlands chain and a large 
number of bush birds and waterbirds 
can be seen here. Over 130 bird species 
have been recorded in this reserve. Bring 
water, hats, suitable footwear, etc.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Alan Watson

Saturday 16 November: Thomson’s 
Lake, Cockburn
Half day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park on 
Russell Road. From the Kwinana Freeway 
turn west into Russell Road, continue 
approximately 3 km to the car park on 
the right. If you reach Pearse Road you 
have gone too far. There is a good variety 
of bush birds, waterbirds and perhaps a 
few waders. Over 120 bird species have 
been recorded here. Bring your telescope 

if you have one and rubber boots or old 
sneakers as it will be muddy.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Robyn Pickering

Saturday 23 November: Lake 
Joondalup, Joondalup
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am at Neil Hawkins Park, in 
the car park at the end of Boas Avenue. 
The highest number of species for any 
BirdLife WA half day excursion has been 
recorded at Lake Joondalup, with 75 
species of birds seen in one morning 
excursion. There are always lots of 
waterbirds and bush birds to be seen 
around this large lake, and there could 
be waders as well. Lake Joondalup is 
within the Northern Swan Coastal Plain 
Important Bird Area for Carnaby’s Black-
Cockatoo. Bring your telescope if you 
have one.

For members and guests only.

Leaders: Nigel Sutherland

Sunday 24 November: Penguin 
Island, Shoalwater 
Photogroup Full day excursion, pm 
optional

Meet at the ferry terminal car park at 8.30 
to catch the 9.00am ferry. The car park 
is near the corner of Arcadia Drive and 
Penguin Road in Shoalwater. You will have 
the opportunity to photograph Australian 
Pelican rookeries, Bridled, Crested and 
Caspian Terns as well as Silver Gull and 
Buff-banded Rail which all nest on the 
island. There is a regular flight path for 
Pied Cormorant which is ideal practice for 
in-flight shots. We hope to be able to help 
you take in-flight photos and deal with 
good exposure of blindingly white gulls 
and terns. We will have late morning tea/
lunch on the island and those who wish to 
stay on can do so. (Note you cannot buy 
refreshments on the island but there is a 
cafe at the ferry terminal).

Members and Guest only.

Leader Mark Davidson

Monday 25 November: Bold Park Eco 
Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat
Monthly Meeting, 7:30pm
Guest Speaker: Halina Burmej, 
President, Western Australian 
Seabird Rescue (WASR)  
Title: Seabird Rescue in Western 
Australia

WASR is a non-profit organisation formed 
in 2003 to rescue and rehabilitate 
orphaned and injured seabirds and 

Coming events, ctd
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waterbirds in southern Western Australia. 
It is a network of home-based seabird 
rescuers and rehabilitators located in 
Perth, Albany, Mandurah, Busselton and 
other south west towns. This presentation 
will be about the recent activities of the 
organisation.

Thursday 28 November: Ascot 
Waters, Ascot
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park at the 
end of Tidewater Way. To reach the area 
from Great Eastern Highway, turn into 
Stoneham Street, then into Resolution 
Drive, and left into Tidewater Way. 
Continue through two roundabouts, over 
the bridge, and up to the car park at the 
top of the rise. This is getting better as 
the thousands of shrubs and trees that 
have been planted start to mature and 
blossom. A wide variety of habitats can 
provide shelter for many birds and it is 
well worth a visit to this promising site.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Sue Abbotts

Saturday 30 November: Walyunga 
National Park, Swan
Half day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am in the car park at the 
end of Walyunga Road (off Great Northern 
Highway, Upper Swan, near Bungara 
Pool). If you have a National Parks pass 
bring it with you. Otherwise, entry is $13 
per vehicle or $7 per vehicle concession. 
The National Park lies along the Darling 
Scarp. The Avon River bounds one part 
of the planned walk, which includes 
good areas of Wandoo, so we should see 
an excellent variety of birds. This walk 
finishes at about lunch time so bring lunch 
if you wish.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Clive Nealon

December: Peel-Mandurah excursion: 
End-of-year Sundowner

Contact: Bill King: newbill13@bigpond.
com

Thursday 5 December: Point Peron, 
Rockingham
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the furthest car park 
at Point Peron (i.e. the one nearest to 
the Point). From Safety Bay Road turn 
into Point Peron Road until you reach a 
T-junction and turn left. Follow this road 
until it terminates at the furthest car park. 
We will look for a few seabirds offshore, 
so bring a telescope if you have one.

If it is quiet, we may continue on to 
nearby Lake Richmond. 

For members and the general public.

Leader: Pauline Woolley

Saturday 7 December: Carine Open 
Space, Carine
Half day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park off Beach 
Road, Carine. Carine Open Space is part 
of the Northern Swan Coastal Plain KBA 
for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo. Over 90 
species have been recorded at this lake, 
including the three ibis, Buff-banded 
Rail, several species of duck, and various 
raptors.

Bring your telescope if you have one.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Clive Nealon

Sunday 8 December: End of Year BBQ 
/ Picnic Lunch
at Variety Pavilion, Saw Avenue, 
Kings Park.
Birdlife WA bird walk followed by picnic/
bbq lunch between 12.00-2:00 pm.

Members and their families are invited 
to attend the annual end-of-year get 
together at Kings Park this year. We have 
over 1200 members in WA!

It will be a BYO event so please bring 
chairs, food, drinks, and especially, good 
cheer.

Parking is nearby - see map of area (page 
18).

Saturday 14 December: Alfred Cove, 
Melville
Half day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park in Troy 
Park next to the Oval, off Burke Drive, 
Attadale. There should be migratory 
waders and waterbirds around the river, 
and there are always bush birds in the 
park. Over 110 bird species have been 
recorded here. Bring your telescope if you 
have one.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Toni Webster

Saturday 28 December: Bibra lake, 
Cockburn
Photogroup half day excursion

Meet at 7.00 at the northernmost car 
park off Progress drive. Bibra Lake has 
a wide variety of both bush birds (Grey 
Fantail, wrens, whistlers, Rainbow Bee-
eater, thornbills, kites, Australian Hobby 

and more, even White-bellied Sea-Eagles) 
as well as shorebirds including Pied 
Stilt, Red-necked Avocet, various ducks, 
sandpipers, Black- fronted dotterel, Black 
Swan, herons, Dusky Moorhen, Eurasian 
Coot and Purple Swamphen. You will 
need a hat, sunscreen and rubber boots 
to protect against snakes, as well as a 
groundsheet to sit or lie upon to take low 
angle images. Our target birds to explore 
new techniques or ideas in photography 
are usually egrets, spoonbills, Glossy and 
Australian White Ibis and Splendid Fairy-
wren. For those prepared to wait quietly 
and patiently it is possible to capture 
good images of both Spotted and Spotless 
Crakes. Buff-banded Rail and Baillon’s 
Crake are often present too. For those 
who want a real challenge, in flight shots 
of Welcome Swallow is always possible.

Members and Guests only

Leaders: Sandra and Ian Wallace

Sunday 29 December: Canning River 
Regional Park, Wilson
Half day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the Kent Street 
Weir car park. The walk follows a 5 km 
circuit along the Canning River, viewing 
a large selection of bush and waterbirds, 
hopefully with sightings of the elusive 
Spotless Crake. Over 110 species have 
been recorded in this area.

For members and guests only.

Leaders: George and Pam Agar

Coming events, ctd

BirdLife WA 2020 Calendar

The 2020 calendar is now available 
at the BirdLife WA office for $10 each 
(over the counter) or $13.00 including 

postage. Contact the office for the 
postage rate if purchasing more than 1 
calendar. You can order calendars from 

the office by phoning 9383 7749 or 
emailing wa@birdlife.org.au. Payment 

can be made by credit card, cash, 
direct deposit or posting a cheque. 
Calendars will also be sold at the 

Monday monthly meetings and some 
bird excursions between now and the 

New Year.

All photographs are by BirdLife WA 
members and photographs were chosen 
by professional wildlife photographers 

Jiri and Marie Lochman. 

All profits aid the BirdLife WA 
Australasian Bittern Project.

mailto:wa@birdlife.org.au
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Calendar of events
Sat 7 September: North Lake, North Lake
Mon 9 - Sat 21 September: Ravensthorpe Wildflower 

Festival
Tue 10 September: Albany Regional Group excursion
Thu 12 September: Star Swamp, North Beach, Stirling
Sat 14 September: Lake Leschenaultia, Chidlow
Sun 15 to Sat 21 September: Great Western Woodlands 

survey. Transline with possible extension to Naretha 
Bore

Wed 18 September: Wearne Road, North Bannister
Sat 21 September:  Herdsman Lake, Stirling
Mon 23 September:  Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes 

Drive, Floreat Monthly Meeting, 7:30pm
Sun 29 September: Bakers Hill Zoo Reserve, Northam Shire
October: Peel-Mandurah excursion: Wellard Wetlands
Sat 5 October:  Wearne Road, North Bannister
Sun 13 October: Forrestdale Lake
Sat 19 October: John Forrest National Park, Mundaring
Thu 24 October: Lake Claremont, Swanbourne
Sat 26 October: Whiteman Park, Swan
Sun 27th October: Pipehead Dam and Café on the Dam, 

Serpentine, Photogroup
Mon 28 October: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, 

Floreat Monthly Meeting, 7:30pm
Nov: Peel-Mandurah excursion, Creery Wetlands
Sat 2 November: Ashfield Flats, Bassendean
Mon 4 to Fri 8 November (5 days): Esperance Mid-week 

campout
Sun 10 November: Bibra Lake Cockburn
Sat 16 November: Thomson’s Lake, Cockburn
Sat 23 November: Lake Joondalup, Joondalup
Sun 24 November: Penguin Island, Shoalwater, Photogroup
Mon 25 November: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, 

Floreat Monthly Meeting, 7:30pm
Thu 28 November: Ascot Waters, Ascot
Sat 30 November: Walyunga National Park, Swan
Dec: Peel-Mandurah excursion: End-of-year Sundowner
Thu 5 December: Point Peron, Rockingham
Sat 7 December: Carine Open Space, Carine
Suy 8 December: End of Year BBQ / Picnic Lunch, Variety 

Pavilion, Saw Avenue, Kings Park.
Sat 14 December: Alfred Cove, Melville
Sat 28 December: Bibra lake, Cockburn, Photogroup 
Sun 29 December: Canning River Regional Park, Wilson
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ANSWERS

ACROSS
1 publicity, 4 rafts, 7 curved, 8 mimic, 9 eat, 12 rate, 13 
dabble, 14 geology, 16 toe,17 eyes, 19 Sittella, 24 Oriole, 
25 easier, 27 plumage, 28 toad, 29 wind.

DOWN
1 Peregrine, 2 Corvidae, 3 tree, 4 remote, 5 family, 6 
sociable, 10 tattler, 11 alight, 15 listen, 18 regent, 20 
Alcedo, 21 morph, 22 corms, 23 ledge, 26 skin

Crossword No. 40 
answers

Members in the field

Grey-headed Albatross at 
Woodman Point. Photo by 
Jennifer Sumpton

Southern Boobook at Bunbury Big Swamp. Photo by Alred 
Lau

Immature Variegated-fairywrens at Bullara Station, 
Exmouth Gulf Photo by Ian Wallace

Purple Heron at Canarvan. Photo by Peter Taylor

Scoring moult of a 
young Eastern Curlew 
after a successful net fire 
on 23rd June. Photo by 
Merryn Pryor (Broome 
Observatory, p52)
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Australasian Gannet at Eyre. Photo by Steve Edwards
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