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The role of managed sites and citizen science
in conserving the threatened Australian Fairy
Tern
In June 2018, I commenced my PhD project on the
Australian Fairy Tern, Sternula nereis nereis, to understand
the factors controlling colony formation. The 2018/19
breeding season was my second season of monitoring and
I’ve learned a tremendous amount of new information
about the species in a short period of time. My project is
the first detailed study for the species and documenting
new information about their behaviour, movement, lifehistory and feeding ecology has been very exciting. I hope
to use this information to inform future conservation efforts
but also to raise awareness of the threats faced by beach
nesting birds and foster local conservation efforts. Last year
I took on the role of Convenor for the WA Fairy Tern Network
and have been pleasantly surprised by the enthusiasm
and willingness of the community to assist with on-ground
monitoring efforts. It is an absolute joy and privilege to
spend time with our ‘Fairies’ and being able to share my
insights with the community gives me great pleasure.

About Fairy Terns
The Fairy Tern is the smallest tern to nest in south-western
Australia. Like most seabirds, Fairy Terns nest in closely
packed colonies and their preferred habitat consists of
open, lightly-coloured, coarse-grained sandy substrates that
comprise little vegetation. Sites with shell or other organic
objects in the surface matrix and nearby vegetation or
rock cover (to hide the chicks) are preferred. Colony sites
are usually located on shorelines, coastal lagoons and salt
lakes, and in the lower reaches of estuaries where small
baitfish are naturally abundant. Nest construction involves
the excavation of a shallow (~ 2-3 cm deep) scrape into
the sand and the surrounding area may be enhanced by
the addition or rearrangement of shells. Eggs and chicks
are mottled in appearance. Therefore, the incorporation of
shells and other organic material in and around
the nest enhances camouflage and, ultimately,
survival of the eggs and hatchlings. Adults
incubate their eggs for about three weeks and
after hatching, chicks remain within the nest
cup for about three days. After a few days,
parents commonly move their young a short
distance away from the nest site to areas that
provide better protection from predators. The
edges of surrounding vegetation, driftwood, and
rocky areas make ideal refugia for the growing
chicks.

surfing locations), has made many former colony sites
unsuitable for the formation of breeding aggregations. The
remaining sites are often sub-optimal (e.g. in low-laying
areas subject to flooding) or subject to disturbance.
When approached by people or unleashed dogs, nesting
terns take flight, exposing their eggs or small chicks
to potential predators. If the birds are approached too
frequently, particularly during the early stages of a breeding
attempt, the adults will readily abandon their nest to protect
themselves.
Four-wheel drives on beaches are a significant problem
for beach nesting birds like the Fairy Tern, particularly on
remote beaches where colonies are not detected by land
managers. While the mottled appearance of the eggs and
chicks reduces their visibility to predators, this also means
that eggs and chicks can easily be trampled or crushed.
The summer breeding cycle of Fairy Terns in south-western
Australia coincides with a period of high recreational
activity at beaches across the state, making management
interventions challenging at times.
Other known threats to breeding Fairy Terns include
accelerating coastal erosion; increasing sea levels
(particularly within the estuaries); extreme spring and
summer storm events resulting in colony inundation;
predation by domestic and feral animals; and natural
predators, whose populations are exacerbated due to
human impacts such as supplementary feeding and rubbish
bins (e.g. Silver Gulls, Australian Ravens). To reduce these
extra pressures, the WA Fairy Tern Conservation Network is
working with land-managers to provide safe nesting areas
for Fairy Terns.

Threats faced by Fairy
Terns and beach-nesting
birds
Beach-nesting birds, such as the Australian
Fairy Tern, face significant challenges during the
nesting season and breeding efforts are often
characterized by low reproductive success.
Human impacts, including coastal development
and intense use of near-shore environments
(e.g., four wheel driving to surfing and windPage 4

Fairy Terns at the Rous Head Fairy Tern sanctuary, within bustling Fremantle
Port. Chick shelters are installed each season to provide protection from
potential predators and extreme temperatures. Groups of chicks can often be
seen creching in the shelters on hot summer days. Photo by Claire Greenwell
(see also front cover)
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Managed Sites
Managed sites have frequently been utilized for tern
conservation around the world. They are a valuable tool used
to maintain local aggregations of breeding birds and enhance
nesting success where, as a result of coastal development
and human population pressures, the number of secure,
natural nesting areas is limited.
Managed sites can either be natural (e.g. islands) or
artificially constructed (e.g. dredge-spoil, floating rafts) and
are usually protected by appropriate fencing and/or signage.
Habitat enhancement, such as the clearing of encroaching
vegetation and in the addition shell material may be laid
down to make it more attractive to nesting terns. The
monitoring and control of feral predators, such as rats, foxes
and cats, may be necessary prior to the the breeding season.
In Western Australia, managed sites are being used to
overcome a lack of suitable nesting habitat available to Fairy
Terns. Located within bustling Fremantle Port just north of
the Swan River mouth, the Rous Head Fairy Tern sanctuary
is an example of contemporary tern management and how
managed sites can be used to allow nesting to continue
in developed areas. Established in 2013, the Rous Head
sanctuary has become an important nesting site for the
terns, with the number of pairs increasing from 90 in its first
year to 220-250 pairs over the past two years. Consistently
high chick production over the past six years compared to
other available nesting areas makes this site now the most
important known nesting aggregation for Fairy Terns in the
south-west.

Citizen Science
In 2013, the Conservation Council of Western Australia
(CCWA) received a grant from Fremantle Ports towards
establishing the WA Fairy Tern Conservation Network to
facilitate communications for the citizen-science projects,
coordinate conservation volunteers and engage management
agencies in conservation actions for Fairy Terns in southwestern Australia.
The network operates a Facebook page (Fairy Tern
Conservation Group) and email account (fairytern@ccwa.org.
au) where citizen scientists can submit their observations of
Fairy Tern activities, including photographs of banded birds.
The Network is intended to facilitate three conservation
related activities:
•
the rapid sharing of surveillance information on Fairy
Tern movements and behaviour between observers and
managers;
•

the coordination of conservation actions between
volunteers and managers; and

•

the lodgement of observations and digital photographic
records of banded (including colour-banded) Fairy Terns.

through a bird-banding project. As part of this citizen science
program, chicks and adults are captured and a unique eightdigit numbered metal band is placed onto their leg. Adults
are also given colour bands, which designate the location
where the bird was banded. Re-sightings and photographs
taken by citizen scientists are revealing important insights
about Fairy Terns.
Citizen scientist observations have been instrumental in
allowing us to gain a greater understanding of Fairy Terns
movements, their breeding ecology and helping to ensure
that protective measures (e.g. temporary fencing and
signage) are in place to minimize disturbance when breeding
colonies are established. There have been numerous
important sightings but one of the highlights from the
2018/19 breeding season was the photographic recapture of
two 22-year old Fairy Terns in Mandurah by Cherilyn Corker.
These birds were banded as chicks by Nic Dunlop at Tern
Island, Safety Bay in 1997. These are the oldest known
records of Fairy Terns in Australia and records like this are
important for understanding the survival and longevity of the
species.
With more than 300 Network members, many community
members have a deep interest in the conservation of the
terns and want to make sure that these little birds not only
survive but thrive. We encourage anyone with a pair of
binoculars or camera with telephoto lens to check the legs
of Fairy Terns. With a large proportion of individuals now
banded, there is a high chance you will see some of these
banded birds and by reporting these observations, people
can make a valuable contribution to science and conservation
of the species.
For more information on the ‘South West Fairy Tern Project’
and on how you can get involved with surveillance and
monitoring of local populations along the West Australian
coastline visit: www.ccwa.org.au/fairyterns or join our
Facebook Group “Fairy Tern Conservation Group”. There is
still much to learn about Fairy Terns in Western Australia, so
if you see breeding activity, aggregations of terns or banded
individuals, we’d love to hear from you.
You can help protect beach-nesting birds like the Fairy Tern
by observing breeding birds from a distance, keeping dogs
away from, or at least on a leash when birds are present,
and report nesting behaviour if you see it.
For more details about Fairy Terns in Western Australia and
the management actions underway to improve conservation
outcomes, contact:
Claire Greenwell, Murdoch University; Convenor WA Fairy
Tern Conservation Network
fairytern@ccwa.org.au
Nic Dunlop, Citizen Science Coordinator,
Conservation Council of Western Australia
Nic.Dunlop@ccwa.org.au
Claire Greenwell

The widespread distribution of Fairy Terns over numerous
overlapping jurisdictions of the Western Australian coastline
has, until recently, made conservation actions extremely
difficult. However, over the past few years citizen scientists
have been providing vitally important information about this
threatened species.
Dr Nic Dunlop from CCWA has been investigating the
population structure of the migratory population of Fairy
Terns in south-western Australia for the past few years
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 170 June 2019
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Letters to the Editors
Dear Editors

Dear Editors

Australian Ravens and windscreen wipers

Osprey

Regarding the article by Ian Abbott (WABN 169, p. 29)
referring to the strange behaviour of Australian Ravens
damaging car windscreen wipers, I have also seen some
evidence of this. A few years ago, I observed that owners of
some holiday shacks in one of the camps at Point Peron near
Rockingham were wrapping plastic bags around their wiper
blades. Upon making enquiries I was told a similar story to
Ian’s. Ravens were stripping the rubber out of the blades. I
frequent this camp on a regular basis and the activity seems
to have stopped after a short time with nobody needing to
wrap their wiper blades up any more.

I have recently joined the BirdLife association, and read with
interest the article about Ospreys in the metropolitan area in
the March edition of WA Bird Notes.
I don't know if you are still collecting this information, but
I had the opportunity to check on the Ospreys at Whitfords
Nodes several times during December. There were two adults
and two chicks and they left the nest around New Year's Day.
David Lawrence

Peter White

Book review
Australasian Birds of
Prey in Flight
By Richard Seaton, Mat
Gilfedder and Stephen Debus
2019. Published by CSIRO Publishing,
Clayton South, Vic. 131 pages, 215
x 148 mm. Paperback, $30.00 40.00, depending on source. ISBN:
9781486308668.
Birds of prey continue to be a drawcard
to birdwatchers and naturalists alike, as a
highly prestigious group of birds. However,
one of the most challenging aspects of
an amateur or professional interest in
this group is the identification of different
species in the wild. This book will flatten
such hurdles in this field of study forever!
Featuring over 75 pages of detailed colour plates, Australian
Birds of Prey in Flight describes the in-flight characteristics
of the 24 resident and two vagrant raptor species found
in Australia. Species accounts include an overview, key
identification points (primary distinguishing features, size,
shape, proportions, plumage, close-up), notes on different
ages and sex, and a very useful ‘confusion species’ section.
A suite of excellent colour photographs showing a range
of angles of each raptor in the sky are laid over a single
backdrop image depicting their typical habitat. This allows
the reader, prior to heading into the field, to easily picture
where one can expect to find a particular raptor, and gives a
Page 8

useful frame of reference to help narrow
down the identity following a sighting.
The quality of the images is outstanding,
a testament to the dedicated field skills
of the 48 photographers who have
contributed to this compilation. Sharp,
well-lit images make comparison with field
notes or photographs easy, and together
with the concise but detailed notes, make
the process of learning raptor specifics
more enjoyable.
The use of Photoshop in natural history
photography usually has negative
connotations, often because it implies the
creation of content inaccurately depicting
scenes one can expect to see in real life.
However, Mat Gilfedder’s meticulous work
to overlay single pictures onto habitat
backgrounds only serves to enhance and
compliment the work of the photographers.
The resulting colour image overlays have
the reader feeling they are actually seeing
birds in their habitat. A quick reference guide in the front
makes looking up a particular species a lightning-quick task;
no more trolling through lengthy indexes! Perhaps one of
the most useful features is the ‘species comparisons’ section
which tabulates images of easily confused ‘species pairs’,
pointing out key differences.
Whether you’re just beginning your raptor-watching journey,
or continuing on a long trajectory of studying Australian birds
of prey, this book is a must have for any raptor enthusiast or
professional ornithologist.
Simon Cherriman
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 170 June 2019

Observations
This list has been compiled by the WA
Records Officer with input from the
WA Records Committee. Metropolitan
suburbs or shires are in parentheses.
Please report interesting observations
the WA Records Officer, John Graff
(wasightings@birdlife.org.au) or to
the BirdLife WA office (9383 7749).
Sightings are included on the BirdLife
WA sightings page (http://birdswa.org.
au/sightings.htm) as soon as possible,
and the most interesting are selected
for inclusion in the next WABN.
Includes records received up to and
including 18th April.

Highlights
A very interesting quarter with a
number of major rarities reported,
and some interesting bird movements
recorded as well. There were a number
of major rarities reported during the
quarter, the highlight of which was
Australia’s first Collared Pratincole,
which was present at Herdsman Lake
for over a month. The bird was initially
identified as an Oriental Pratincole,
still a rarity in the south-west, but the
identification was revised based on
the long tail streamers and diagnostic
white trailing edge to the secondaries
(see WABN 169, 37). Following the
discovery, the identity of an ‘Oriental
Pratincole’ reported from Point Walter
a few days before the Herdsman bird
was found was revisited, and photos
indicating that it too was a Collared
Pratincole (likely the same individual).
Perhaps surprisingly, re-assessment
of the identification of an Oriental
Pratincole seen and photographed
at Alfred Cove (see WABN 169, 8)
confirmed that this was an Oriental
Pratincole.
A Cory’s Shearwater seen off Bremer
Bay was also a first for Australia,
though its occurrence has long been
predicted, and highlighted another
bumper seabird haul from the Orca
season at the Bremer Canyon. Boat
trips head out most days between
mid-January and late April, and the
intense survey effort has yielded some
spectacular records. Other highlights
for this quarter included a stunning
adult Chatham Albatross (a first
for WA), a fifth record of Barau’s
Petrel for the area, Southern
Royal Albatross, and Streaked
Shearwater. South Polar Skuas
continue to be recorded on passage
in autumn, but a late February record
was quite early. A sighting of a Purplecrowned Lorikeet beyond the shelf
edge in February was also unusual! The

rare sightings this season at Bremer
Bay weren’t restricted to offshore
waters though, with a Sabine’s Gull
present for several days in January
(see WABN 169, 9, 33) (before
briefly relocating to Cheyne Beach
for a day). A Kelp Gull in the same
area is also a rarity for WA, and a
migratory Common Gull-billed Tern
(ssp. affinis) represents a second
documented record in southern WA for
this taxon, now split from Australian
Gull-billed Tern, which was elevated to
species level under BirdLife Australia’s
taxonomy.
Other rarities in the south-west
included a Baird’s Sandpiper that
showed well at Lake Walyungup for
almost two weeks in March, with many
observers catching up with the bird
despite some identification confusion.
A White Wagtail was also present on
Rottnest Island for a couple of days
in January, while there were further
sightings of the Oriental Honeybuzzards at Lake Joondalup and
occasionally further afield, and the
Eurasian Hobby at North Lake, though
this proved more elusive than earlier in
the summer.
In the north, the highlight was a Fairy
Pitta found stunned after flying into a
window at Matso’s Brewery in Broome.
The bird recovered after a few hours
and was released and subsequently
observed in the vicinity for a day or
so, before being found dead from a
suspected cat attack. The passage of
tropical lows again produced some
unusual swift and swiftlet sightings,
with a House Swift seen in late
January, along with a dark swiftlet,
and a further four dark swiftlets
seen in March—identification of small
dark swiftlets with certainty in the
field is almost impossible on current
knowledge.
Continuing on the swift theme, an
influx of Fork-tailed [Pacific] Swifts
into the south-west in March was also
notable. Swifts were seen at many sites
across the greater Perth area during
unsettled weather conditions from 4th to
7th March and again from 30th March to
1st April. A couple of records from other
locations in the south-west, including a
report of 1000 at Guilderton, indicated
that the influx extended more widely
across the south-west.
It was also pleasing to note that the
wetter year in the south-west saw a
higher water level at Lake McLarty,
which thinned out the grass which has
taken over the wetland, and produced
some suitable shorebird habitat.
Species preferring open mud such as
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Curlew Sandpiper and Red-necked
Stint were still largely absent except
for relatively small numbers very late
in the season, but more grass-tolerant
species were present in good numbers
at times. The highlight was exceptional
numbers of Long-toed Stints in
March, with a high count of 238 on
the 13th. This is a high count for Lake
McLarty, and may well be a high count
for Australia for a single site.
The external territories also turned up
their usual share of rarities, with the
Cocos (Keeling) Islands particularly
productive this season. A Chestnutwinged Cuckoo, a first for Australian
territory, was the highlight of the
rarities on Cocos, with other notable
records including Western Osprey,
Common Swift, Dark-sided and
Grey-streaked Flycatchers, Siberian
and Eyebrowed Thrushes, and
Brown Shrike. Christmas Island
was quieter, but records of Oriental
Honey-Buzzard, and Cinnamon and
Yellow Bitterns were particularly
notable.

METROPOLITAN (UBD
Street Directory)
Wandering Whistling-Duck – 1,
06/02/19 & 15/03/19, North
Lake (North Lake) – NJ, SF &
MB * 1, 10/03/19, Lake Monger
(Glendalough) – SA (vagrant to
south-western Australia; both
records likely involve the same
bird; see also WABN 164, 170)
Australian Bustard – 1, 15/03/19,
suburban street (Sorrento) – XvdW
(rare in the greater Perth area;
photographs)
Fork-tailed [Pacific] Swift – 42,
04/03/19; 35+, 05/03/19;
25, 31/03/19, Herdsman Lake
(Herdsman) – FO, NH & JG *
12, 04/03/19, North Lake (North
Lake) – BL * 4, 04/03/19, Picnic
Cove, Lake Joondalup (Edgewater)
– DM * 2, 04/03/19, Alfred Cove
(Attadale) – BL * 1, 04/03/19,
Golden Bay (Golden Bay) – MN
* 50+, 05/03/19; 1, 06/03/19,
Lake Monger (Glendalough) – SA,
JB et al. * 40, 31/03/19, Dianella
Open Space (Dianella) – MA * 30+,
05/03/19; 6, 31/03/19, Woodman
Point (Munster) – KS & CY * c. 12,
05/03/19, South Beach (Fremantle)
– MB * 10, 05/03/19, Rottnest
Island (Rottnest Island) – RT & MO
* c. 8, 05/03/19, Monument Hill
(Mosman Park) – IA * 8, 05/03/19,
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Observations, ctd
Bibra Lake (Bibra Lake) – KG * 7,
05/03/19; 1, 06/03/19, Edgewater
(Edgewater) – PB & DM * 2,
05/03/19, small suburban lake
(Byford) – RJ * 1, 07/03/19, over
Perth Zoo (South Perth) – DeM
* 32, 08/03/19, Lion’s Lookout
(Kalamunda) – KH * 50, 31/03/19,
Lake Joondalup (Joondalup)
– DM * 40, 31/03/19, Hamer
Park (Mount Lawley) – JR * 25,
31/03/19, Innaloo (Innaloo) – SF
* 7, 31/03/19, Dianella (Dianella)
– ShA & MA * 3, 31/03/19, Menora
(Menora) – JG * 20, 01/04/19,
Breckler Park (Dianella) – ShA
* several, 01/04/19, Melville
(Melville) – GW (rare migrant to
south-west, rarely reported in Perth
area; photographs)
Hooded Plover – 1, 10/02/19 &
04/03/19, Alfred Cove (Attadale) –
GCo & JM (rare in the metropolitan
area; likely same bird reported in
area for past few years; see also
WABN 165-169)
Masked Lapwing – 2, 23/03/19,
Yanchep NP (Yanchep) – MG (rare
but increasing in south-western
Australia)
BAIRD’S SANDPIPER – 1, 1427/03/19, Lake Walyungup
(Warnbro) – BM et al. (3rd record
for Western Australia; subject to
BARC acceptance; photographs)
Red-necked Phalarope – 1, 1822/01/19, Lake Baghdad (Rottnest
Island) – GD & GG (rare migrant
to Western Australia; photographs;
see also WABN 169, 8)

Western Australia; same individuals
as recorded in previous summers;
records of these individuals
accepted by BARC; Yanchep
record involved one of the three
individuals seen at Lake Joondalup;
photographs; see also WABN 169,
8)
Spotted Harrier – 1, 02/02/19,
Herdsman Lake (Herdsman) –
DS * 1, 25/02/19, Long Point
(Port Kennedy) – MN & SM * 1,
28/02/19, Ascot Racecourse (Ascot)
– GT * 1, 03/03/19, Paterson Rd
(Rockingham) – PW (scarce in
metropolitan area; photographs of
Ascot bird)
EURASIAN HOBBY – 1, 04/03/19,
North Lake Reserve (North Lake)
– BL et al. (vagrant to Western
Australia; subject to BARC
acceptance; photographs; see also
WABN 169, 8)
Black Honeyeater – 1, 08/04/19,
Chittering (Chittering) – SR (rare
visitor to the greater Perth area;
photographs)
White-fronted Honeyeater – 1,
09/04/19, Kings Park (Kings Park)
– DB (rare visitor to metropolitan
area; photographs)
WHITE WAGTAIL – 1 ssp. leucopsis,
15-18/01/19, Garden Lake
(Rottnest Island) – MC et al.
(vagrant to Western Australia;
subject to BARC acceptance;
photographs (see page 64); see
also WABN 169)

Masked Lapwing – 2 ssp.
novaehollandiae, 28/12/1814/01/19, Lake McLarty (Murray)
– SA, MS et al. (rare but increasing
in south-western Australia;
photographs)
Ruff – 1, 10/02/19, Lake Norring
(Wagin) – DS * 2, 08-31/03/18,
Lake McLarty (Murray) – SA et al.
(scarce migrant to south-west)
Long-toed Stint – 127, 07/04/18;
238, 13/04/18; 205, 14/04/18,
Lake McLarty (Murray) – MN, MCr
et al. (high counts)
South Polar Skua – 1, 26/02/19,
Bremer Canyon, offshore Bremer
Bay (Jerramungup) – ND (early
record)
SABINE’S GULL – 1, 14-19/01/19,
Bremer Bay (Jerramungup) – KL
et al. (see also WABN 169, 9) * 1,
20/01/19, Cheynes Beach (Albany)
– FM via RS (vagrant to Western
Australia; photographs)
KELP GULL – 1, 19-21/01/19,
Wellstead Estuary (Jerramungup)
– SE, DS et al. (vagrant to Western
Australia; photographs)

SOUTHERN ROYAL ALBATROSS – 1,
19/01/19, Bremer Canyon, offshore
Bremer Bay (Jerramungup) – DM
et al. (rarely reported off Western
Australia; photographs)

Common Noddy – 1, 19/01/19,
Penguin Island (Shoalwater) – PT
(rarely reported this far south)

Sooty Albatross – 1, 17/02/19,
Bremer Canyon, offshore Bremer
Bay (Jerramungup) – DM, PB et al.

Intermediate Egret – 1, 14/03/19,
Picnic Cove, Lake Joondalup
(Edgewater) – JS (rare in southwestern Australia; photographs)
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Fork-tailed [Pacific] Swift – 1000,
12/03/19, Guilderton Caravan
Park (Gingin) – SU * 12-15,
01/04/19, Emu Point (Albany) –
JN (rare migrant to south-west;
photographs)

Common [Asian] Gull-billed Tern
– 1 (probable ssp. affinis), 17/0102/02/19, Wellstead Estuary
(Jerramungup) – PT et al. (vagrant
to south-western Australia;
photographs)

COLLARED PRATINCOLE – 1,
22/01/19, Point Walter (Bicton)
– CN & CG * 1, 25/01-01/03/19,
Herdsman Lake (Herdsman) –
DB, AG, CA, BB et al. (1st record
for Australia; subject to BARC
acceptance; records likely involve
the same individual; photographs;
see also WABN 169, 37))

ORIENTAL (CRESTED) HONEYBUZZARD – 3 individuals present,
16/01-14/03/19, Lake Joondalup
(Joondalup/Wanneroo) – DM, IP
et al. * 1, 04/01/19, Yanchep
NP (Yanchep) – CK (vagrant to

SOUTH WEST (Shark Bay
to Cape Arid)

CHATHAM ALBATROSS – 1,
08/02/19, Bremer Canyon, offshore
Bremer Bay (Jerramungup) – JH
& MY (1st record for Western
Australia; subject to BARC
acceptance, photographs)
Baird’s Sandpiper, Lake Walyungup. Photo
by John Baas

BARAU’S PETREL – 1, 26/02/19,
Bremer Canyon, offshore Bremer
Bay (Jerramungup) – SR (rare
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visitor to Western Australia waters;
subject to BARC acceptance;
photographs)
Short-tailed Shearwater – 1,
24/01/19, Cape Naturaliste
(Busselton) – JG (rarely reported
off the west coast)
Sooty Shearwater – 2, 24/01/19,
Cape Naturaliste (Busselton) – JG
(rarely reported off the west coast)
Streaked Shearwater – 1, 19/01/19,
Bremer Canyon, offshore Bremer
Bay (Jerramungup) – DM et al.
(2nd record for the south coast;
photographs)
CORY’S SHEARWATER – 1, 19/01/19,
Bremer Canyon, offshore Bremer
Bay (Jerramungup) – DM et al.
(1st record for Western Australia;
subject to BARC acceptance,
photographs)
Purple-crowned Lorikeet – 1,
22/02/19, Bremer Canyon, offshore
Bremer Bay (Jerramungup) – DM
(unusual offshore)
White-fronted Honeyeater – 2,
10/03/19 Bewmalling Reserve
(Toodyay) – JD * several,
10/03/19, Drummond NR (York) –
JD * 10+, 24/03/19, Wallaby Hills
NR (York) – MLB (uncommon in the
south-western Wheatbelt)
Eastern Yellow Wagtail – 1, 1825/02/19, Rushy Point (Albany) –
JuM (vagrant to southern Western
Australia)
GREY WAGTAIL – 1, 27/02/19,
Beedelup Falls (Manjimup) – PT et
al. (vagrant to Western Australia)

ARID ZONE
Broad-billed Sandpiper – 129,
07/03/19; 86, 08/03/19, Urala
Creek (Ashburton) – JG & JK (high
count; see also WABN 169, 9)
RED-THROATED PIPIT – 1, 0916/03/19, opposite Auski Inland
Motel, Meekatharra (Meekatharra)
– AW et al. (vagrant to Western
Australia; subject to BARC
acceptance; photographs)
Eastern Yellow Wagtail – 1,
02/03/19, Chinaman Pool
(Carnarvon) – LG * 1, 10/03/19,
20km south of Carnarvon
(Carnarvon) – LG (south of usual
range)

KIMBERLEY
HOUSE SWIFT – 1, 25/01/19,
Entrance Point (Broome) – NJ et
al. (vagrant to Western Australia;
subject to BARC acceptance;
occurrence following passage of
Tropical Cyclone Riley offshore;
photographs)
dark swiftlet sp./spp. – 1, 25/01/19;
4, 22/03/19, Entrance Point
(Broome) – NJ et al. (all dark
swiftlet species vagrant to Western
Australia; following passage
of Tropical Cyclones Riley and
Veronica; photographs)
FAIRY PITTA – 1, 07-09/02/19,
Matso’s Brewery (Broome) – BG,
GS et al. (2nd record for Western
Australia; subject to BARC
acceptance; found dead on 9th
February; photographs; specimen
now in WA Museum)

CHRISTMAS ISLAND
Yellow Bittern – 1, Nov ’18,
Christmas Island – RB et al.
(vagrant to Australian territory;
subject to BARC acceptance;
photographs)
Cinnamon Bittern – 1, 06/02/19,
settlement – via JSp (vagrant to
Australian territory; subject to
BARC acceptance; photographs)
ORIENTAL (CRESTED) HONEYBUZZARD – 1, 17/02/19, rubbish
tip – NJ et al. (vagrant to Australian
territory; subject to BARC
acceptance; photographs)

COCOS (KEELING)
ISLANDS
Northern Pintail – 1, 08/12/18; 1,
12/02/19, Horsburgh Island – GC
et al. * 1, 27/12/18; 1, 31/12/18,
Becek Besar, West Island – GC,
PJ et al. (vagrant to Australian
territory; subject to BARC
acceptance; all records involve
same individual; photographs; see
also WABN 161)
CHESTNUT-WINGED CUCKOO – 1,
04/12/18-11/01/19, Home Island
– RB, RoS, GC et al. (1st record
for Australian territory; subject to
BARC acceptance; photographs)
Whistling [Hodgson’s] HawkCuckoo – 1, 04-22/12/19,
settlement, West Island – GC, PJ et
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al. (vagrant to Australian territory;
subject to BARC acceptance;
photographs)
COMMON SWIFT – 1, 12/12/1819/01/19, near jetty, West Island –
GC et al. (rare vagrant to Australian
territory; subject to BARC
acceptance; photographs)
Chinese Pond-Heron – 1, Nov 18
to Mar 19, Pulu Ampang, south
of Home Island – GC, PJ et al.
(vagrant to Australian territory;
subject to BARC acceptance; bird
has been present for past five
years; photographs)
Javan Pond-Heron – 1, 27/11/18 to
Mar ‘19, West Island – GC, PJ et
al. (vagrant to Australian territory;
subject to BARC acceptance;
photographs)
WESTERN OSPREY – 1, 17/12/1831/03/19, West Island and Home
Island – GC et al. (rare vagrant
to Australian territory; subject to
BARC acceptance; photographs)
BROWN SHRIKE – 1, 15-21/02/19,
West Island – MCa & GC (vagrant
to Australian territory; subject to
BARC acceptance; photographs)
Red-throated Pipit – 1, 24/11/18,
golf course, West Island – PJ, GC et
al. (vagrant to Australian territory;
subject to BARC acceptance;
photographs)
Rosy Starling – 1, 29-30/12/18, West
Island – GC (vagrant to Australian
territory; subject to BARC
acceptance; photographs)
GREY-STREAKED FLYCATCHER – 1,
24/11/18, Home Island – GC et al.
(vagrant to Australian territory;
subject to BARC acceptance;
photographs)
DARK-SIDED FLYCATCHER – 1,
22/12/18, West Island – GC & PJ
(vagrant to Australian territory;
subject to BARC acceptance;
photographs)
Blue-and-White/Zappey’s
Flycatcher – 1 immature male,
04-05/12/18, Home Island – RB,
GC et al. (Blue-and-White vagrant
to Australian territory; Zappey’s as
yet unrecorded; only adult males
confidently identifiable on current
knowledge; photographs)
BLUE ROCK THRUSH – 1, 24/1108/12/19, Home Island – RB et al.
* 1, 29/12/18, West Island – GC &
PJ (vagrant to Australian territory;
subject to BARC acceptance;
photographs)
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SIBERIAN THRUSH – 1, 04-05/12/19,
Oceania House, Home Island – GC,
RB et al. (vagrant to Australian
territory; subject to BARC
acceptance; photographs)
EYEBROWED THRUSH – 1, 08/12/18,
Home Island – RB, GC et al.
(vagrant to Australian territory;
subject to BARC acceptance;
photographs)

ASHMORE REEF
TRINDADE PETREL – 1, Mar ‘19, West
Island – TF, RC et al. (1st record for
Australia territory; subject to BARC
acceptance; photographs)

Shy Heathwren, Jaurdi campout (see
report, page 47). Photo by Xenia Dennett

OBSERVERS
AG = Athena Georgiou
AW = Aidan Williams
BB = Bill Betts
BG = Bruce Greatwich
BL = Brenton Laslett
BM = Brad Maryan
CA = Cleo Artemides
CG = Claire Gerrish
CK = Chris Kowalski
CN = Clive Nealon
CY = Chris Young
DB = David Brauhart
DM = Dan Mantle
DeM = Des Moran
DS = David Secomb
FO = Frank O’Connor
FM = Frank Mancini
GC = Geof Christie
GCo = Geoff Collis
GD = Garry Deering
GG = Geoffrey Groom
GS = George Swann
GT = Gary Tate
GW = Gavin White
IA = Ian Abbott

MO = Margot Oorebeek
MS = Marcus Singor
MY = Machi Yoshida
ND = Nic Duncan
NH = Nick Hart
NJ = Nigel Jackett
PB = Plaxy Barratt
PJ = Pam Jones
PT = Peter Taylor
PW = Pauline Woolley
RB = Richard Baxter
RC = Rohan Clarke
RJ = Ross Jones
RS = Raeline Smith
RoS = Robert Shore
RT = Ray Turnbull
ShA = Shelley Altman
SA = Sue Abbotts
SE = Steve Elson
SF = Stewart Ford
SM = Sarah Miller
SR = Steve Reynolds
SU = Steven Umland
TF = Tim Faulkner
XvdW = Xanthe van der Wal

IP = Ian Pibworth
JB = John Baas
JD = Jen Donegan
JG = John Graff
JH = Jamie Huxtable
JK = Jacinta King
JM = John Malone
JuM = June Morrison
JN = John Nilson
JR = Joe Russell
JS = Jennie Stock
JSp = Jennifer Spry
KG = Ken Glasson
KH = Kirsty Heiner
KL = Keith Lightbody
KS = Karl Seddon
LG = Les George
MA = Meir Altman
MB = Mark Binns
MCa = Mike Carter
MC = Mark Coates
MCr = Michael Craig
MG = Martin Greenwood
MLB = Michael & Lesley Brooker
MN = Mark Newman

Quality of digital photographs
IMPORTANT —PLEASE READ!

When submitting photos for use in WABN, please send a high quality image, eg, 300
ppi, with a file size of at least 600 kb (preferably over 1 mb).
It is suggested that the settings on your digital camera be changed to the maximum resolution
(setting).
Another area that could cause a problem is that some e-mail programs automatically reduce the
file size, so these settings could be adjusted to maintain the original file size.
When e-mailing images, please attach them to an e-mail and not embedded in a Word
document or in the e-mail itself.
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BirdLife WA reports
CHAIR’S REPORT
BWA AGM 2019
The past 12 months have been a remarkable journey for
me and others new to the BirdLife WA (BWA) Executive
Committee (EC) in realising and revealing the scope, depth
and passion of interest both in enthusiasm for seeing birds
and in ensuring their conservation. It is rewarding to work
with those volunteering and those professionally involved.
BWA is a large Branch representing all BirdLife Australia (BA)
members across the state. The Annual General Meeting is
held centrally in Perth but it is for all (approximately 1200)
Western Australian members. In this, my first annual report,
I make observations both of the whole Branch and for future
direction for in-coming EC members over the year ahead.
I recognise the vast range of activities and high level of
achievements within the Branch although not individually
here as there are other means by which this is done.
BWA—purpose and functions
We are all members of BA which is an effective national
organisation with a national office, a national focus and
a national strategy. These arrangements provide clarity
through priority actions with respect to WA. For example,
it identifies the need to prepare a Conservation Action Plan
(CAP) for black-cockatoos which has now commenced. There
are staff members employed by the national office to deliver
the activities of the national strategy and associated funded
projects. We have been very successful in attracting external
funds again this year:
•

Alcoa Foundation funding of US$300 000 over three
years to enable continuation of the Great Cocky Count
and other black-cockatoo conservation initiatives.

•

Lotterywest funding of $576 529 over three years for
connecting urban communities with nature, and

•

Office of State NRM funding of $294 000 over two years
to engage with farmers and conserve critical wetlands
for the conservation of Australasian Bitterns.

•

are many others showing interest in birds, particularly
through social media, that could be better engaged.
• To ensure a future for birds in WA
BWA has a recognised ‘track record’ for advocacy and action
for bird conservation. Many members are energetically
involved in building on their passion for birdwatching by
being activists in conservation, either through lobbying or
hands-on activities. However, there is an urgent and ongoing need for BWA to strongly represent the interests of
birds as WA continues to grow economically.
How we deliver these two key functions
The first mechanism is the Executive Committee in providing
leadership and direction for the Branch.
The second mechanism is through Committees convened by
EC, and the volunteer effort of those committees. EC has
recently listed 43 entities that are working on some aspects
of birds relevant to the Branch, including the committees.
I note the effectiveness of some committees (for example,
the Greater Western Woodland, the Community Education,
Excursions, the Sales committees, and there are others).
However, some previously convened committees are no
longer functioning well or at all. EC is looking at how best to
support those that are required and are effective.
Four areas that have become significant to EC during the
year are:
•

Accommodation—a carefully considered proposal
has been submitted to the Botanic Gardens and Parks
Authority for future BWA office accommodation, in
association with the WA Naturalist Club

•

Finance—a committee formed initially to guide
transition into the national accounting system is now
focussed on developing a sustainable funding model to
ensure on-going financial stability and optimised use of
funding of the Branch

•

Approvals—a process is now in place to scan state and
national project proposals and development applications
for their impact on birds in WA. While we can’t respond
to all proposals, we do filter through to significant
proposals for which we can have some influence. BWA
is currently highly regarded for taking a reasonable,
evidence-based approach in our responses. It is a
priority for EC to maintain this reputation to ensure
ongoing effect in our submissions. While we encourage
the interest of members in this area, it should be
recognised that EC is not able to represent all individual
or local interests in approval assessment processes

•

Conservation and Research—a previously effective
committee is being re-activated because EC considers
the role of providing clear direction for future community
engagement and bird conservation activities and the
required funding to be of high priority.

Additional State NRM funding for research of Rainbow
Lorikeets ($20 000) and to work with communities to
conserve black-cockatoo habitat ($22 000).

Not only does this provide assurance for staff employment,
but is recognition by funding organisations of the capability
of BWA to deliver effective outcomes according to strategic
priorities.
To build on this success, we need to become clear about the
purpose and functions of BWA EC and members as a Branch
of BA. What is our role? How should we apply our influence?
I consider the purpose of BWA is two-fold:
• To encourage and enable ‘community’ interest in birds
By ‘community’, I refer to all elements from WA government
to individuals. We are good at providing information to
generate first interest in birds and opportunities for ongoing activities. I think we are also recognised as a place to
come to learn about birds and that we generally represent
a ‘community of common interest’ for birds. However, there
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 170 June 2019

The third mechanism is through Regional Groups. The
range of activities undertaken by the groups that currently
exist varies considerably. I recognise the opportunity for
other groups to form, both in rural and urban locations,
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or for special interest reasons. EC intends to convene a
joint meeting of existing groups and of those who may
take interest during the year ahead. Improved networking
between regional groups will be an outcome sought.

There is much to do in the year ahead. Your efforts are
appreciated.
Viv Read
Chair BWA

WA BRANCH REPORTS
BirdLife Western Australia
Financial statements as at 31 December 2018
presented at the Annual General Meeting, 25 February 2019

Audit
The Financial Statements of BirdLife Australia are audited, and BirdLife WA results are included in that audit.

Income and final result
•

The result was an operating deficiency of $44 775.

•

The main contributor to the operating deficiency was the paper losses on our investments of $104 000. During 2018,
BirdLife Australia amended its accounting policy and paper gains or losses on our investments are now included in the
operating surplus or deficiency for the year. Since December 2018, both the Dow Jones and ASX 200 have recovered
significantly and BirdLife WA has recouped $90 000 of those paper losses.
BirdLife is a long-term ethical investor.

•
•

Total income was $658 000 and the main contributors are:
•
•
•
•

Project grants:
Interest and Dividend Income:
Donations and bequests:
Sales of Merchandise

$469 000
$82 000
$53 000
$21 500

We take this opportunity to thank the Estate of Ms Wendy MacLeod who bequeathed $5000 and the late Mr Robert
Stranger who donated $9000.
The Executive Committee would like to make mention of all the volunteers who gave up their time generating revenue
for BWA including but not restricted to the Sales Committee, the Community Education Committee, Western Australian
Bird Notes, the Stirling Range Retreat and members who undertook bird surveys for Dampier Salt.
2018 WA Twitchathon funds went to our Bittern Project committee to support their continued efforts towards the
long-term survival of bitterns.

Expense items of note
•

The year’s biggest expenses are:
Employment costs:
Project expenses:
Paper loss on investments:

$299 000
$181 000
$104 000

Assets & Liabilities
•

Total member’s funds are:

$691 000

•

Carrying value of Investments:

$834 000

•

Cash and term deposits:

$233 000

•

Current liabilities:

$396 000

The largest component of current liabilities is grant funds received but not expended on projects to be started or
significantly completed in 2019 and onwards. A significant part of this amount is the first payment from the Alcoa
Foundation for the ‘Alcoa and Communities Working to help Black-Cockatoos’ program of US$175 000 received in
October 2018.
Lou Scampoli
Treasurer
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BirdLife WA AGM report
The BirdLife WA AGM was held on Monday 25 February
at the WA Ecology Centre in Floreat. The 2019 Executive
Committee elected was:
Chair:		
Vice Chair:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Committee:

Mr Viv Read
Dr Mike Bamford
Lou Scampoli
Beverley Winterton
Plaxy Barratt, Alasdair Bulloch, Max
Goodwin, Mark Henryon, Andrew Hobbs and
Jennifer Sumpton.

The recipients of the Rosalind Denny Volunteer of the Year
award were Julia Gross and Lorraine and Richard Chyne.
Julia has been the Secretary of the BirdLife WA Australasian
Bittern Project Committee since its inception two years ago.
From 2016 she has dedicated many days to processing song
meter audio files trying to identify Australasian Bittern calls.
She has assisted with roost counts for Operation Rainbow
Roost and has been an office volunteer since 2014. She also
manages the office volunteer roster and assists with the
induction of new office volunteers.
Lorraine and Richard Chyne are inaugural (and current)
bird survey volunteers for the GWW BirdLife surveys since
2013/14. They organise our BWA monthly meeting raffle
and attendances and Lorraine is a member of the GWW
Committee, including being the Co-ordinator for the twice
yearly GWW bird surveys. Both Lorraine and Richard are
members of the Bird Guide Working Group and are tireless
supporters of BWA activities.
Annette Park
Office Manager

2019 BirdLife Western Australia Executive
Committee
Mike Bamford: Mike joined BirdLife Australia (then the
RAOU) in 1979 during the first Atlas project, and has been
an active member ever since. He was on the WA committee
from 1995 to 2011, was Chair of the WA Group from 2002
to 2005 and again from 2015 to 2018, and sat on national
council from 2005 to 2011.
Mike studied biology at Murdoch University from 1977-1980
and in 1986 completed his PhD on the impact of fire upon
small vertebrates (including birds) in Banksia woodland.
Upon completion of his PhD, he and his wife, Mandy,
established a small business as consulting zoologists and
environmental educators. In addition, Mike is an occasional
lecturer in Zoology at Curtin and Murdoch Universities in
Perth. Mike wrote the weekly science and environment
column (The Wild Side) that ran from 1997 to 2003 in The
West Australian, and he and Mandy are regulars on ABC
radio. He is also a scientific illustrator, having contributed to
some of the HANZAB volumes and to the New Atlas.
His vision for the organisation is for it to continue to expand
as a body that is basically about conservation of birds and
the Australian landscape, through supporting birdwatchers,
encouraging research, engaging in conservation and raising
the profile of birds in the wider community.
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Alasdair Bulloch: Alasdair’s fascination with birds and their
wellbeing goes back to his childhood days in Africa and the
plentiful number of species in and around the family farm. It
wasn’t until semi-retirement that Alasdair was able to devote
more time to birdwatching and BirdLife WA activities.
Alasdair became a member of BirdLife Australia in 2012.
He joined the Great Western Woodlands Committee in 2013
and became Chair in 2015. He with other active volunteers
have overseen the continuation of bird surveys in the GWW
after the end of the bird research and conservation project
by BirdLife Australia and The Nature Conservancy ended
in 2014. He has been particularly active in our campaign
to save the Helena and Aurora Range from mining and the
desire to have the jewel made into an ‘A’ Class reserve. The
GWW Committee was a successful recipient in 2018 for an
ABEF grant to analyse the bird data results over the past six
years of surveys. He joined BirdLife WA Executive Committee
in 2017 and is on the Finance Committee and shares his
enthusiasm towards birding and habitat conservation with
other members.
Max Goodwin: Max has been a member of the Executive
Committee since March 2018. In this time, he has
been involved in the Premises Sub-Committee which
is progressing options to secure improved long term
accommodation facilities for BirdLife WA, as well as assisting
the development of processes to enable BirdLife to monitor
and respond to new development proposals that may impact
on bird life. Max has bachelor’s and master’s degrees in
environmental science and management and works as
an environmental consultant. He is a fellow of the Royal
Geographical Society and has prior governance experience
both professionally as general manager of a business and
voluntarily as a board member and chair of an independent
public school.
Mark Henryon: Mark’s childhood interest in birds became
an active pastime when he lived and worked in Denmark
(Europe). Mark has been on the Executive Committee for
seven years. He is also on the sub-committee for the Great
Western Woodlands, where he was particularly active in our
campaign to save the Helena and Aurora Range from mining.
Mark has a PhD in Animal Science from the University of
Western Australia. When not engaged in BirdLife activities,
he works as a geneticist for the Danish Agriculture and
Food Council, spending about four months of each year in
Copenhagen.
Andrew Hobbs: Andrew has always been interested in
the natural world including birds. Andrew graduated BSc
(Hons) in Biology from Flinders University in 1971 and
PhD in Biochemistry from Otago University in New Zealand
in 1980. He has carried out studies in gene regulation at
Baylor College of Medicine, Houston and in the Department
of Biochemistry, University of Adelaide. He spent 15 years
in the Department of Biochemistry, University of Western
Australia teaching and carrying out research in Molecular
Genetics. Andrew resigned as Senior Lecturer in 2000 and
set up, in partnership, a software company writing a variety
of types of software.
Andrew has been an active member of BirdLife Australia
since 2003, having been a member and then chair of the
Conservation and Research Committee for several years.
Andrew has also been active in many BirdLife Australia
activities, including leading metropolitan bird walks, leading
a number of campouts and Great Western Woodland survey
trips as well as involvement in the photogroup activities.
He retired from his professional life in 2016 and now hopes
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to devote more time to birdwatching and BirdLife Australia
activities.
Viv Read: Viv first joined the former RAOU in the 1970s
while farming in the south-west. He has continued his
interest in ornithology in part professionally and as a private
interest.
Viv undertook study in Applied Ecology in Canberra during
which time he led the college Field Naturalist Group which
included bird surveys and research involvement. He also
undertook a student project based in a village in PNG
focussed on revegetation of degraded forest landscapes.
Post-graduate studies at ANU in collaboration with CSIRO
were focused on community-based faunal survey methods.
This included extensive bird and mammal surveys in
eastern states. He was then employed in South Australia
to undertake the preliminary ecological study of Stick-nest
Rats (Leporillus conditor and L. apicalis), including research
on the Franklin Islands in the Nuyts Archipelago south of
Ceduna.
Returning to WA in 1984, Viv undertook landscape
management research at UWA and was then employed both
privately and in the public sector over 25 years including the
early periods of Landcare and natural resource management.
He was active in initiating three of the regional NRM groups
and has worked as a consultant with many. His focus has
ranged from river, remnant vegetation, Dieback and salinity
management with emphasis on strategic action planning and
community group development. He has led local and national
initiatives for community engagement leading to behaviour
change outcomes.
More recently, Viv completed a six-year period as Director of
Invasive Species with the (former) Department of Agriculture
and Food WA.
While active involvement in BirdLife WA is relatively recent,
he is not new to processes of corporate governance,
strategic planning, Ministerial advice, partnership
development, stakeholder engagement, funding application
and accounting for success.

Jennifer Sumpton: Jennifer was a silent member of
BirdLife Australia for a number of years before going on
her first campout to Mt Gibson in 2010 and that began
her enthusiasm for birding. She has participated in many
excursions and campouts since, on a regular basis. She is a
very keen photographer and contributes regularly to Western
Australian Bird Notes. She began coordinating BirdLife stalls
at country shows to promote awareness and find roosting
sites for the Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo Project.
She is passionate about environmental issues. She brings
organisational skills, decision making skills, reliability, team
work and passion to assist the BirdLife organisation. She has
a BEd and was a primary school teacher for over 30 years.
Jennifer has completed three years on the BirdLife Executive
Committee. She is on the Excursions and Sales Committees.
Beverley Winterton: Beverley is a Fellow of the Institute
of Chartered Accountants Australia & New Zealand who
worked predominantly in general practice for over 35 years.
Beverley has worked in the areas of business consulting,
management accounting, taxation and auditing. Beverley
is an experienced analyst of accounting and management
systems and, as a Principal in an accounting practice,
oversaw the day to day management, administration and
reporting requirements of the business.
Beverley is interested in action to conserve native habitat
and protect Australia’s unique flora and fauna. She is a longtime supporter of Bush Heritage, and since retiring Beverley
and her husband Richard have been active in volunteering
“in the field” for CCWA and Bush Heritage organised
activities.
This experience has led Beverley to join BirdLife Australia to
learn more about our Australian birds and the threats they
face. She joined the Executive Committee in November 2018
as Treasurer.
Plaxy Barratt was elected to the EC but has subsequently
attained a project officer position with BirdLife, based in
Perth, so this has necessitated her leaving the EC.

Lou Scampoli: Is a retired accountant who has worked
predominately in the mining and engineering and
construction industry in Western Australia.
Prior to retiring, he was a contractor for four ASX listed
mineral exploration companies providing accounting and
financial management support.
Before being self-employed, he had a full-time position with
a well-known West Australian engineering and construction
company, joining their International Division which meant
being involved with the financial management of overseas
projects. This took him to Bangkok, Thailand for two years
and Karachi, Pakistan for 16 months.
He has dedicated time to volunteering over the years
including a stint on the Committee of the Gliding Club of WA
located at Cunderdin.
He was a board member of Advocare Incorporated and has
previously volunteered for BirdLife WA, as Chair of the Sales
Committee and a member of the team that organised and
ran the National Bird Week Open Days.
Since 2018, he has been member of the Community
Education Committee and joined the Executive Committee in
2017.
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WA BRANCH PROJECTS
Dampier Saltworks Shorebird Survey, 5-6
November 2018
The shorebird count at Dampier Salt’s Saltworks in Port
Hedland and Dampier is best described as excellent. A
total of 16 800 shorebirds from 30 species was recorded
(survey figures are shown in Figures 1a and 1b (page 2),
including 12 280 migratory shorebirds – the highest number
of migratory shorebirds recorded since the counts started in
2012. Last year’s count was carried out by Tegan Douglas,
Plaxy Barratt, and Frank O’Connor.
Each year, BirdLife Western Australia provides its services to
Dampier Salt. We send three or four volunteers to the Pilbara
to count the shorebirds at Dampier Salt’s Saltworks. These
saltworks, made up of a series of artificial evaporation and
intake ponds, have become important sites for shorebirds.
The shorebird count is valuable for BirdLife because it gives
us the opportunity to count the shorebirds at these Key
Biodiversity Areas, areas that are otherwise not accessible
to the public. The data becomes part of BirdLife Australia’s
Shorebirds 2020 project.
Mark Henryon
Introduction
Since 2012, Dampier Salt Ltd (DSL) and BirdLife Western
Australia (BWA) have partnered to conduct annual surveys
of the shorebirds of the Dampier Saltworks located in the
north-west of Western Australia. The Dampier Saltworks (in
particular Pond 0 and Pond 1A) are a Key Biodiversity Area
(KBA—formerly known as an Important Bird Area or IBA)
for Red-necked Stint, Curlew Sandpiper and Red-capped
Plover because they support >1% of the world population
of these species. The shorebird data also contribute to
BirdLife Australia’s Shorebirds 2020 project. In addition, the
mangroves in this area support a population of the restricted
range Dusky Gerygone.
The 2018 survey was conducted on the 5th and 6th November
2019 by BWA volunteers Frank O’Connor, Plaxy Barratt and
Tegan Douglas. Mark Henryon coordinated the survey for
BWA. Access to the site was facilitated by Brent Tobin, the
DSL Environmental Specialist.
While the shorebirds were the highest priority to be counted,
all waterbirds and raptors were counted and a list of all other
bird species was recorded.
The common names and taxonomic order follow BirdLife
Australia’s Working List of Australian Birds Version 2 (WLAB
V2).
Results
There was a total of 14 572 shorebirds of 28 species. The
count for each species is shown in Table 1 and compared to
previous years. Trans-equatorial migratory shorebirds are
covered by international conservation agreements. There
were 12 262 trans-equatorial migratory shorebirds of 22
species, and 2310 non migratory shorebirds of six species.
Oriental Pratincole (30) was recorded for the first time.
Discussion
The 14 572 shorebirds is the highest total for the past seven
surveys, and was only exceeded in November 2005. This is
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 170 June 2019

Pied Cormorants at Pump Station 0 (see also page 63). Photo by
Plaxy Barratt

very close to the sum of the three previous surveys. Why?
One hypothesis is that the juveniles don’t arrive until late
October and this is the first November count since 2006.
Another hypothesis is that it has been a very successful
breeding season. A third hypothesis is that other sites might
be less suitable and these birds have moved to Dampier.
Unfortunately, there is no way to be certain of the reason.
The Dampier Saltworks is a KBA for three species. This count
exceeded the 1% threshold for all three species: Red-necked
Stint (8189 vs 4750), Red-capped Plover (1867 vs 950) and
Curlew Sandpiper (1297 vs 900). It also exceeded the 1%
threshold for Sharp-tailed Sandpiper (1343 vs 850) for the
first time since 2005. This count was nationally significant
(>0.1%) for Lesser Sand Plover (1042 vs 180) (Bamford et
al. 2008, Hansen et al. 2016).
The most important sites were Site 14 (5040), Site 05
(1960), Site 16 (1934), Site 06 (1300), Site B (1300), Site
00 (1071) and Levee 3 (730).
The Australasian Wader Studies Group (and many shorebird
study groups throughout the East Asian Australasian
Flyway) monitor the trans-equatorial migratory shorebirds
by catching samples of them and fitting a coloured leg
flag, many of which are uniquely engraved to identify the
individual bird and the location it was flagged (Rogers et al.
2011). We did not observe any shorebirds with leg flags,
and very few have been observed in previous years. This
strongly indicates that these birds are very unlikely to have
passed through Roebuck Bay or 80 Mile Beach, that they
arrive in Australia directly from their Asian stopover sites and
that these sites are probably further west than the Yellow
Sea where many of the west Kimberley shorebirds stopover.
This is one of the reasons why the Dampier Saltworks is so
important for these migratory shorebirds.
No definitive conclusion can be made about how significant
the Dampier Saltworks are for gulls and terns, but this
seems unlikely. Fairy Tern (classified as a Vulnerable species)
is a non-breeding winter migrant from southern Australia,
and so it had returned south by the time of the survey.
Trans-equatorial migrants such as White-winged Black Tern
would not arrive until there has been significant rainfall, and
it may not move this far south in significant numbers in any
case.
The Dampier Saltworks is not significant for any species of
waterbird, although there are likely to be small numbers of
egrets, cormorants and darters that breed in the mangroves.
There is potential for the islands in Pond 0 to be a breeding
site for Australian Pelican, but this has not been observed
and they would probably use offshore islands in the Dampier
Archipelago or the Monte Bello Islands.
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Table 1. Shorebirds at the Dampier RTM lease and adjacent mudflats, 2002-2018. Pre 2012 data from Hassell (2006).
Sep

Oct

Nov

Nov

Nov

Oct

Oct

Oct

Oct

Oct

Oct

Nov

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

Beach Stone-curlew*

2

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

1

0

0

0

Aust. Pied Oystercatcher*

5

9

1

3

6

1

2

2

31

4

1

3

Banded Stilt*

1

5

240

181

11

32

46

13

0

0

3

217

Pied Stilt*

21

30

100

19

40

40

107

60

11

15

24

22

Red-necked Avocet*

26

4

195

126

18

307

277

378

83

150

230

199

Grey Plover

2

5

42

27

20

4

8

1

6

17

0

2

Pacific Golden Plover

0

0

5

0

1

0

0

0

0

0

0

1

19

16

737

3845

1206

650

1295

1059

472

890

546

1867

Lesser Sand Plover

0

2

5

110

0

0

195

3

25

413

4

1042

Greater Sand Plover

1

4

110

101

20

18

93

25

47

Red-capped Plover*

Sand Plover sp.

46

3

2

0

0

Oriental Plover

0

0

0

Black-fronted Dotterel*

0

0

0

Banded Lapwing*

0

0

0

Red-kneed Dotterel*

0

0

0

0

0

0

8

0

0

0

0

0

Whimbrel

5

4

25

8

1

12

33

15

21

103

20

15

Eastern Curlew

473

52
1110

0

164

0

0

0

8

0

133

0

0

0

8

4

0

0

3

2

15

13

1

0

0

0

0

0

0

7

4

10

3

2

20

14

8

9

19

1

4

Bar-tailed Godwit

148

29

120

386

160

109

49

16

44

65

25

29

Ruddy Turnstone

28

20

34

12

15

3

12

13

12

59

53

10

Great Knot

0

0

15

47

51

6

31

0

74

52

4

28

Red Knot

0

0

0

0

0

0

3

0

31

9

0

8

Broad-billed Sandpiper

0

0

68

22

0

4

5

2

10

0

5

5

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper

70

51

23

4204

469

340

297

661

380

139

180

1343

126

172

1310

1611

590

72

403

358

163

1390

1941

1297

0

0

0

5

0

0

0

8

0

1

0

1

Curlew Sandpiper
Long-toed Stint
Red-necked Stint

37

777

9920

10 594

1911

758

5979

2028

1933

559

984

8189

Sanderling

1

0

2

4

0

1

1

5

0

15

7

0

Little Stint

0

0

0

1

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Terek Sandpiper

1

2

0

0

0

0

0

0

2

2

0

2

Common Sandpiper

0

0

0

1

0

1

3

4

5

7

16

4

Grey-tailed Tattler

11

7

70

10

7

32

14

38

9

35

8

39

Common Greenshank

12

5

59

5

8

46

25

61

20

78

25

25

Wood Sandpiper

0

0

0

0

0

0

3

2

0

1

2

0

Marsh Sandpiper

50

36

33

121

107

6

7

4

10

3

4

7

Red-necked Phalarope

0

2

2

1

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

1

Australian Pratincole*

0

0

0

12

0

1

4

0

0

1

0

0

Oriental Pratincole

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

30

Unidentified shorebirds

0

0

0

0

0

416

0

450

1169

68

831

0

Yearly Totals

573

1184

21,947

4656

3044

8922

5218

5683

4151

4920

Migratory Shorebirds

499

1120

17 746

3362

2012

7175

3702

5085

3091

4113

Non Migratory*

74

64

13
126
11
853
1273

4201

1294

1032

1747

1516

598

1060

807

14
572
12
262
2310

# of Species

20

20

23

28

20

24

27

24

23

26

23

28
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Some flocks inevitably got away from us. A large roost
of 1000 Baudin’s Black-Cockatoos near Bridgetown
was reported to us a week before the count. Counters
were allocated to the site, but no birds arrived. This is
disappointing. If the whole flock was Baudin’s this represents
approximately 10% of the world’s population. No doubt they
had moved on to other pastures on the big day.
The GCC campouts were a success again. A large roost at
Jurien Bay was surveyed by a team there and several roosts
were surveyed at Cheynes Beach, although there were few
cockies in this area.
This year we received more anecdotal reports of roosts being
disturbed by other birds. These included ibis, Australian
Ravens and corellas. Competition for roost sites is just a fact
of life and birds will presumably find alternative roosts, but it
makes the work of surveying that much harder.
The GCC report will be published in spring and everyone on
the Cocky Notes list will be notified (all GCC volunteers are
put on this list). If you’d like to join the list please email
wa@birdlife.org.au and let us know.
Thanks to all the volunteers and land owners involved — we
couldn’t do it without you. Save the date: Sunday April 5
2020 is the big day next year. We hope to see you then.
Adam Peck
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo Project Coordinator

Great Cocky Count, 2019
The 2019 GCC went very well with 754 registered volunteers
allocated to 420 sites between Geraldton and Esperance. The
weather was fine, but windy in places. Most surveys have
been returned, but at the time of writing there are roughly
50 results still to come in.
To date we have 363 surveys, with 192 occupied roosts
(53%). Of these 86 were White-tailed Black-Cockatoo roosts,
80 were Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo roosts and 26 were
occupied by both white and red-tailed cockies. 171 roosts
were not occupied on April 7. The current tally is 20 375
White-tailed and 5549 Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos. These
numbers are very similar to the count of 2018, but we need
to analyse the data before making any conclusions such as
population trends.
A number of interesting counts came in. The record for
the highest number of Forest Red-tailed Cockatoo roosting
was again beaten, with a massive 837 counted in Floreat.
The most easterly confirmed GCC roost was recorded in
Condingup (70 km east of Esperance), with a count of
416 Carnaby’s roosting in Blue Gums with pine plantations
nearby. The ‘mega roost’ east of Yanchep was impressive
again, but the roost has shifted to the south this year. This
made the task of counting more problematic. Four teams
were in the area, but in the end a single volunteer (Alasdair
Bulloch) counted them all on his own. His count of 5145 is
the largest count by a single person in GCC history, so well
done, Alisdair. I now realise a larger team will be needed at
this important site. We are still attempting to ascertain the
exact roost location for this flock. It appears that some of
the flock fly east to roost in remnant vegetation, a pattern
which has not been seen in previous years. The importance
of pine plantations for Carnaby’s was clear again, with the
four largest counts all recorded near the plantations north of
Perth.
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Help needed to secure the future of
Cocanarup Timber Reserve and its
surrounds near Ravensthorpe for the
endangered Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo
Cocanarup Timber Reserve and its surrounds, on the
outskirts of the town of Ravensthorpe on the south coast of
WA, is an area of significant biodiversity and conservation
value. It contains large tracts of intact salmon gum woodland
which the endangered Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo uses to
breed. Dedicated locals who have been monitoring their
breeding for over the past ten years have confirmed the use
of over 140 nest trees and estimate 60 or more Carnaby’s
breeding pairs using the site each year. These breeding
figures exceed those at most other sites within Carnaby’s

Cocanarup Reserve survey team. From left to right: Vicki Stokes,
Ron Richards, Rosemary Jasper, Sarah Comer, John Tucker,
Adam Peck and Chris Biddulph. Photo by Rebecca Boyland
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breeding range that BirdLife is monitoring, emphasising the
conservation significance of the area. The high concentration
of hollow bearing Salmon Gum trees and the proximity
to extensive and intact feeding habitat throughout the
Ravensthorpe, Hopetoun and broader Fitzgerald Biosphere
regions provides important habitat for Carnaby’s BlackCockatoo and many other species. The area is also important
for the threatened Malleefowl, Heath Mouse and Western
Quoll.
Unfortunately, the area is under threat from lithium mining,
with current exploration tenements allowed within the heart
of these salmon gum woodlands. BirdLife and the newly
formed Cocanarup Conservation Alliance Inc. are urging
both the State and Federal Government to prohibit further
exploration and mining activity and protect the area within
the conservation estate and we need your help!
You can help by requesting the Minister for Environment
(Minister Dawson) and the Minister for Mines and Petroleum
(Minister Johnston) to act to conserve Cocanarup Timber
Reserve and its surrounds by prohibiting any further
exploration or mining activity in the area and adding it
into the National Park/Reserve system as part of the State
Government’s ‘Plan for Parks’ initiative.
BirdLife WA have drafted a letter which you can sign and
send. For a copy and instructions on where to send, please
contact the office on: wa@birdlife.org.au
Vicki Stokes

Calling our Suburban Birdwatchers!
Our local bushland reserves can be hidden gems—but they
are also critical habitat for our native birds, particularly in
our busy suburbs. We are on the lookout for enthusiastic
birdwatchers in the greater Perth area who would be
interested in conducting a seasonal bird survey in their local
bushland reserve, so we can see exactly how important
they are for our feathered friends. It won’t be onerous, just
a walk through a local bushland, at a time that suits you.
Instructions and training will be provided.
If you regularly walk through some amazing local bushland
(or would like an excuse to!) please drop a line to Tegan
Douglas, our Citizen Science Project Coordinator:
tegan.douglas@birdlife.org.au

Hooded Plover flocks
Large congregations of
Hooded Plovers are generally
a summer phenomenon
in Western Australia. Over
summer, salt lakes in the interior dry out and the inland
Hooded Plover population is gradually pushed towards the
coastal salt lakes and inlets which still contain water and
have suitable beach habitat. The same happens in drought
conditions. It is in times like this that flocks of Hooded
Plovers start to form and these congregations can grow quite
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large. A classic example of this was the large flock (1570)
that formed at Lake Gore in 1995 (Weston 1995). The
preceding year was one of very low rainfall. These gatherings
are mainly found around the Esperance district and on the
myriad of lakes between Esperance and Hopetoun. Flocks
can form over any period whilst Hooded Plovers are waiting
for suitable inland or coastal habitat to become available.
The size and composition of flocks are thought to be a good
barometer to the health of the Hooded Plover population.
The number of juvenile birds present gives an indication of
recruitment rates (breeding success) and flock size provides
a measure of the sustainability of the population.
There is still a lot we don’t know about the movements
Hooded Plover make in Western Australia, especially in
relation to the inland population. Because seasonal weather
events and rainfall patterns seem the main drivers of inland
Hooded Plover movement, I examined the data on flock sizes
to see what patterns could be found.
Results
I looked at the valuable data our volunteers collected over
the period 1982 to 2019, in particular the Hooded Plover
flocks that contained more than 100 birds. Our records
show that the larger flocks, over 100 birds, make up less
than 1% of all the records collected. There were 82 records
in our Hooded Plover data base of flocks over 100 birds.
The records cover the whole south-west region of Western
Australia and the flocks were composed of both adult and
juvenile birds.
The data we have collected so far showed that 62% of
flock sightings, that are in excess of 100 Hooded Plovers,
fall within the late summer and early autumn months e.g.
January, February and March. Results are shown in Figure 1.
When compiling the data for the graphs, the data for the
year 1995 was omitted. The reason for this was that a
large number of Hooded Plovers (1570) had congregated
at Lake Gore in the summer of that year and multiple daily
and weekly counts were collected. There were 16 records
of flocks in excess of 100 birds recorded at Lake Gore for
January and February 1995 and this would have distorted
the presentation. In regards to the other locations when
there were multiple sightings in excess of 100 Hooded
Plovers for the same date, same place or within the same
month then only one record, the highest, was considered.
Figure 1 (see page 2) shows the months in which Hooded
Plover flocks larger than 100 were seen. Start at the top of
the pie graph where January shows 13% and then move
clockwise. The peak flock forming period is during the
months January to March. There is less flock formation from
June to November. The high number of flock sightings in
March occur at the end of summer when lakes have dried
out.
Figure 2 provides percentages of Hooded Plover flock sizes
observed. These show that 57% of sightings were of flocks
of 100-199 individuals, 39% were sightings of flocks of 200499 individuals and 4% were flocks in excess of 500 birds.
Figures 3, 4 and 5 show a progressive decline in the number
of sightings of large flocks from 1990 to 2019.
These days, the largest flocks usually contain less than 200
Hooded Plovers. The most recent record, from Geoff Groom,
was of an estimated 250 Hooded Plovers at Mullet Lake on 3
March 2019.
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Figure 2. Percentage of Hooded Plover flocks greater than 100 during the period 1982-1989.

Figure 3. Percentage of Hooded Plover flocks greater than 100 from 1990-1999.

The lakes where we have recorded multiple sightings of
flocking events in excess of 100 birds are Carbul Lake (4),
Gordon Inlet (2), Lake Gore (13) not including 1995, Kubitch
Lake (5), Tom South Lake (3), Warden Lake (16) Mullet Lake
(2) and White Lake (8). At Lake Gore we have not recorded
any flocks in excess of 100 birds since 1996. Lakes Carbul
and Kubitch are adjacent to Lake Gore.
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 170 June 2019

Lake Gore used to have a history of dry periods which
resulted in available beach areas for Hooded Plovers. An
altered hydrological regime in the Lake Gore catchment
resulted in increases in the water depth and the extent and
duration of inundation (Watkins 2009). This has been further
exacerbated by increased unseasonal episodic rainfall events
resulting in lower numbers at this site.
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Figure 4. Percentage of Hooded Plover flocks greater than 100 from 2000-2009.

Figure 5. Percentage of Hooded Plover flocks grater than 100 from 2010-2019.

Sites where we have only recorded one sighting of a flock
comprising of 100 Hooded Plovers or more are Bennetts
Lake, Dunns Rock NR (1989), Stokes Inlet (1995),
Munglinup Lake (1988), Benje Benjenup Lake (1986), Barker
Inlet (2002) and Helms Lake (2007). There were also a few
unnamed lakes that fell into this category.
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Discussion
A percentage of the Western Australian Hooded Plover
population remains on our beaches and coastal salt lakes
and these populations are probably largely sedentary. A
winter survey conducted in July 2015 showed that a sizeable
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 170 June 2019
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proportion of the Cape to Cape Hooded
Plover population remained on the
beaches (Singor 2015). There is
some movement of these coastal
populations when suitable habitat is
no longer available. This can occur
when coastal salt lakes are completely
filled by winter rains or beaches are
eroded by winter storms.

Figure 6. Western Australian rainfall deficiencies for the period March 2018 to
February 2019, showing drought conditions around Esperance.

Inland birds are a lot more mobile
and responsive to seasonal weather
events, but both populations coexist
at certain times of the year.
There are times when a large influx
of Hooded Plovers from outside will
over run an inland salt lake where
one or more pairs of Hooded Plovers
occupy territories. The resident pairs
can continue to breed and raise their
off-spring in these situations. An
example is the large flock of Hooded
Plovers (330) that appeared at Tom
South Lake in mid-December 2007.
The resident Hooded Plovers at Tom
South Lake were sitting on eggs from
mid-November 2007 and continued
to breed, ignoring the large influx of
birds (Steve Elson pers. comm.).
The same happened at Bob’s Lake
(also known as Yegin Pool) north of
Cranbrook where two Hooded Plover
pairs were breeding and experienced
an increasing number of new Hooded
Plover arrivals at the lake which had
reached 87 by 4 January 2019. One
pair had three chicks on 4 January
2019 and the other nest had failed
(Steve Elson pers. comm).
When the autumn rains start falling,
inland salt lakes gradually fill, and Hooded Plovers move
inland in search of suitable habitat and breeding territories.
In some years when the autumn rains are late or when
drought conditions prevail the Hooded Plover population
is delayed from moving inland. It would seem that in
these years part of the Hooded Plover population remains
in a ‘holding’ pattern pending suitable habitat becoming
available. These ‘holding’ zones are identified by the
presence of large Hooded Plover flocks and seem confined
to certain lake systems. Lakes that support suitable habitat
during adverse conditions may possibly be spring or seepage
fed.

surrounding areas were in drought conditions except for a
small coastal strip around Esperance which included Mullet
Lake. A map from the Australian Bureau of Meteorology
shows Western Australian rainfall deficiencies for the period
March 2018 to February 2019 (Figure 6).

The reverse can also happen whereby part of the Hooded
Plover population is prevented from moving to the coastal
zones in summer. This was the case in the summer of 2017
and 2018 when the lakes systems between Esperance and
Hopetoun were still full due to unseasonal rains, leaving little
or no exposed margins for foraging by Hooded Plovers.

Weston, M. (1995). Salt, sweat and sweet satisfaction.
Banding Hooded Plovers at Lake Gore, Esperance in
1995. Western Australian Bird Notes 74, 1-2.

The lakes listed as having multiple sightings of high numbers
of Hooded Plovers are likely to meet the ‘holding zone’
criteria. Identifying exactly where these ‘holding zone(s)’
are, might be one survey strategy we can use to target areas
where Hooded Plovers are likely to be found.
The high count of Hooded Plovers at Mullet Lake in March
2019 can probably be best explained by the fact that the
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 170 June 2019

Drought conditions can be confined to local pockets and
affect only part of the Hooded Plovers range thereby limiting
flock creation to those regions.
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Helena and Aurora Ranges
23 – 27 April 2019
After the Jaurdi Campout, Sue and Rob Mather, John
Delaporte, Peter White, Sue Abbotts and Xenia Dennett went
to the Helena and Aurora Ranges to carry out surveys for
the Great Western Woodland (GWW) project. Apart from Sue
Abbotts none of us had been to the Ranges before and we
were all very keen to see this significant section of the Great
Western Woodlands. In addition, Rob Mather is a geologist
and he could give us valuable insights.
After restocking in Southern Cross, we left the next morning
for Koolyanobbing, 50 km north on a sealed road. We
crossed the railway line, passed mine workers quarters
and on to a dirt road then crossed the mine haul road. We
followed the signs for Helena and Aurora Ranges, driving
north while carrying out surveys along the way. The track
was a corrugated and narrow dirt road but in reasonable
condition with a few ‘go arounds’ to avoid fallen trees, until
we reached the ‘T’ junction at Bungalbin Hill, the western
edge of the Helena and Aurora Range.
We had been making good progress travelling through
predominantly Salmon Gum woodland, some shrubland
and occasionally Allocasuarina and expected to reach our
campsite with time for birding. Our campsite was 9.2km
from the ‘T’ junction, but about 5 km before reaching
the campsite there were a couple of very wet and muddy
crossings as the creek ran close to the road. The first ‘go
around’ was safely negotiated but the second was very tight
and we did it with some judicious pruning. Rob unfortunately
got a stick through the side wall of a tyre while negotiating
a sharp turn. We reached the campsite later than hoped and
stayed there two nights.

On Friday morning we waited to see what would come
into the waterhole but only 12 Tree Martins, Australasian
Pipits and a few Purple-crowned Lorikeets flew overhead.
Presumably with so much water around, this was no longer
the usual oasis. Once again so many vehicle tracks going
every which way made it quite difficult to pick the correct
route. After a false start we travelled south carrying out
surveys along the way.
Suddenly, in mid-afternoon, we came upon a stretch of about
5 km of singed and burnt trees, some still smouldering.
Many, so severely burnt at the base of their trunks, had
fallen over exposing hollow centres riddled with white-ants,
and some hollow spouts even appeared to act as chimneys.
Many trees had fallen over the road and ‘go arounds’ were
numerous.
We arrived late at Ive Rock in the northern part of Jaurdi
Station near a white clay dam. The camp site is a small
lovely grassy area abutting the rock. Another campfire
arranged by John was very welcome and we had completed
28 surveys.
On Saturday we left Ive Rock at 0830. Once again back
amongst the Salmon Gums we surveyed HA19 and 20,
before we headed back to Jaurdi homestead passing the
Breakaway and had our final morning tea back outside
the kitchen. A wonderful experience in the splendid Great
Western Woodlands with excellent company and another
place ticked from our ‘GWW bucket list’. Thank you all.
If you are considering travelling this route, contact GWW
team for greater detail.
Xenia Dennett and Sue Abbotts

The next morning, after some excellent early morning
birding around the camp, we headed up to the ranges. The
track to the ranges from the campsite was quite rough with
deep wash outs and reasonable clearance was needed. We
spent an hour here walking along a track and looking at the
view over kilometres of GWW and a mine in the distance.
There was mobile coverage from the top of the range. We did
several more surveys before returning to camp. After lunch a
pair of Copper-backed Quail-thrush calmly fed amongst the
leaf litter behind the camp. In retrospect this was the best
birding of the trip with 20 species.
Sue Mather was planning to do a roast with 1.6 kg of beef
for dinner! John prepared an excellent cooking campfire with
a deep bed of coals. The meat was cooked for two hours in
a camp oven. Sue A wrapped oiled potatoes and pumpkin
in foil for the coals and boiled peas made a delicious meal
much appreciated by all.
On Thursday, we completed a 500 m survey of the Helena
and Aurora campsite and headed east, on a good road to
Pittosporum Rock, where we had morning tea. There were
several small pools of water and two had large aggregates
of tadpoles all feeding on the rocky substrate, perhaps on
algae, but nothing appeared obvious. Some Pittosporum
trees with orange fruit and a lot of camel dung were also
noted.
We went onto Kurrajong Rock, where there are many tracks
and it can be quite confusing. There are three pools of water
in the flat rock and lots of camel dung. We camped within
sight of the biggest pool so we could watch what came into
drink. We had drinks near the pool but only Australasian
Pipits came in.
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Red-throated Pipit, Meekatharra. Photo by John Baas (see also
pages 3 and 11)
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Our Facilities
Enjoy our country style hospitality with tea and
coffee making facilities, bar fridge and television
with our country breakfast to your choosing.
Additional services include evening meals
either dining in private or sharing with us at
our family table. Gourmet cheese platters,
local wines, olives and Kalgan harvest produce
also available (upon request).
Day Tours and Function Centre For Hire
We also offer day tours of the Gondwana Link
sites and local farms, with lunch at the Australian
Malleefowl Centre in Ongerup returning via the
Stirling Ranges with wine tasting and afternoon
tea at a selected Porongurup winery. To request a
tour speak to your hosts.
We also have the outdoor entertaining area available for hire for private functions – weddings,
anniversaries or birthdays!
Local Attractions
There are extensive tourist attractions available to
you within the Albany region, such as:
York Street and Stirling Terrace
National Anzac Centre
Middleton Beach

Emu Point Boat Harbour and Beach
Discovery Bay (Frenchman’s Bay)
The Gap

Whether you are enjoying a sundowner, sitting in
the entertainment area drinking our local wines
and watching the sun set over the beautiful Kalgan
River or sipping a glass of red wine and enjoying a
good book in front of the wood fire, what we offer
will be above your expectations!
Enjoy the local produce, the tours and the country
experience with discounts for extended stays.
Passionate Country Loving Hosts

P: 08 9846 4865 (A/Hrs) | M: 0499 113 193
A: 113 Riverside Drive Kalgan WA 6330
E: wmonks@westnet.com.au

The
ON KALGAN

Offering first class “farm-stay”
accommodation overlooking the
magnificent Kalgan River Valley
ALBANY, Western Australia

Whale Watching (seasonal)

Truly local first-class cellar door and
restaurant within 5-10 minutes

Spectacular Castle Rock Skywalk and
adjacent Castle Rock Winery
We are also located 20mins from the award
winning vineyards of the Porongurup Ranges
and Mount Barker wine growing region and
40mins from the Stirling Ranges.
Local pristine beaches at Nanarup and
Gull Rock are also close by.

THE

113 Riverside Road
Kalgan, Albany WA 6330

GRANGE
O N

K A L G A N

WELCOME TO KALGAN
Welcome to our unique farm-stay set in a
fresh country setting located just 22kms
from the City of Albany. Enjoy the stunning
vistas and explore everything that this family
run farm has to offer set in a delightful
location on the Kalgan River Valley.

Escape to the country

Upon arrival you will be offered
a complimentary glass of champagne
and guided tour of our landscaped
gardens to discover more about the
history of the Kalgan area.
With a wonderful range of attractions on our
pet friendly 12.5 acre property, you will be able
to feed our farm animals including sheep,
alpacas, chooks, ducks and peacocks, enjoy
our large outdoor entertaining area with BBQ
facilities, extensive landscaped bird attracting
gardens and water features, shearing shed
(not active), organically grown orchards and
vegetable garden and kangaroos foraging in
nearby paddocks.

The

You can explore
O N ourKremarkable
A L G Aorchard,
N
boasting many varieties of fruit and olive trees,
large free-range chicken areas, all with fresh
fruit (seasonal) and fresh vegetables and enjoy
walking along the famous “Luke Penn” walk,
either sightseeing or checking the attractive
array of bird-life or fishing on the riverbank,
which is right on our doorstep.
Our Accommodation
We provide a large, air conditioned,
king-sized bedroom with an optional single
bed/cot facility, separate en-suite and large
private veranda that offers stunning westerly
views over the river and adjoining vineyards.
Facilities also include a large living and dining
room with an open wood fireplace.

Across the Nullarbor: news from National
Office
Threatened birds still alive on
King Island

To address their concerns that confusion over all Night Parrot
sightings may sully the results of their research, the Night
Parrot Recovery Team has sought to clarify the situation
regarding the species.

A new study has found two critically endangered bird species
feared to be near extinction on King Island in the Bass Strait
are not only still alive, but their populations may be larger
than previously thought.

The Australian Wildlife Conservancy have retracted all
their reports of Night Parrots from three sites (Diamantina
National Park and Goneaway National Park in western
Queensland, and Kalamurina Sanctuary in northern South
Australia).

Scientists from the Australian National University teamed
up with BirdLife Australia, Cradle Coast Natural Resource
Management, Cradle Coast Authority and the Tasmanian
Government to conduct more than 600 bird surveys of the
island’s swamps and forests for King Island Scrubtits and
King Island Brown Thornbills.

However, it should be emphasised that the original 2013
records from Pullen Pullen in Queensland and records from
a number of undisclosed sites in Western Australia are not
in question and are considered genuine records of Night
Parrots.

Using a new survey method developed to target the
birds, the researchers found scrubtits at more than 60
different sites and thornbills at over 20 sites. They even
detected Brown Thornbills on private land away from the
only previously known population, and gathered detailed
information about both species—every sighting provides
critical information.
The find has given cause for hope that populations of both
species are larger than previously thought.

Fighting fire with fire
The Endangered Carpentarian Grasswren lives among
spinifex on rocky escarpments in the Gulf Country. However,
spinifex burns readily, so these landscapes are often razed
by wildfires at the end of the Dry Season.
Formerly, fires were cool and burned the landscape in
a mosaic pattern, leaving patches of burnt and unburnt
vegetation, and Carpentarian Grasswrens survived in the
unburnt sections. But now fires are generally hot and
extensive. With their poor powers of flight, grasswrens
seldom avoid the flames and, if they do, there’s no unburnt
habitat patches to live in. Volunteers from BirdLife North
Queensland have been conducting Carpentarian Grasswren
surveys to determine their distribution, abundance and
ecology near Mt Isa in north-western Queensland.
Armed with this knowledge, a partnership between BirdLife
Australia, the Kalkadoon community-owned Calton Hills
Station and Southern Gulf NRM was formed to protect
Carpentarian Grasswren habitat by conducting controlled
burns that are cooler, less extensive and occur in the Wet
Season. Further surveys will be conducted to assess their
impact.

Real Night Parrots
A recent independent investigation into a number of Night
Parrot sightings has revealed that several purported records
of Night Parrots lacked veracity. After the findings of the
investigation were made public, scientists conducting
vital ecological research on Night Parrots have expressed
concerns that their work may be tarred with the same brush,
so to speak.
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Cosy 2 bedroom self-contained cottage
conveniently located between Albany and
Denmark.
 Private and comfortable accommodation with
reverse cycle air-conditioner, wood fire, queen
bed, 2 single beds and fully equipped kitchen.
 19ha (47 acres) of mostly natural bushland with
an abundance of birdlife.
 Close to a diversity of bird habitats, including
Wilson Inlet, West Cape Howe National Park,
coastal heath and forest.
*Birdlife Australia member discount

Alan and Anne Pilgrim
M: 0437 696 862
E: staeri3172@iinet.net.au
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Obituaries
ALISON bETTY DOLEY
and repaired hollows and the seven artificial
hollows she installed. On arrival, she would
present her detailed notes on the bird’s
everyday happenings and indicate which
hollows appeared occupied and when the
birds first arrived. Alison was keen each day
to find out the tally of active hollows and
what they contained and usually invited the
volunteers around to her homestead for a
meal and discussion on the last night.

28 October 1938 – 20 February 2019
Alison’s grandparents selected their land
in 1906 and named it Koobabbie, using
the Aboriginal name for the locality. The
preservation of timber belts has always been
a feature of farming at Koobabbie and these,
together with other areas excluded from
grazing and cropping to conserve flora and
fauna, amount to over 40% of the farm.
These retained tree belts are an important
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo habitat that was
recognised and actively encouraged by Alison
and her husband, John, early in their farming
of the property.

Alison Betty Doley. Photo by
John Lauri

In 2003, Leonie McMahon, the Carnaby’s
Black-Cockatoo Project Officer with Birds
Australia, had discussions with Alison and it was decided to
not only monitor the nesting activity on her property but also
to repair tree hollows that had been nesting sites in the past
but with age had become unusable for the birds.
Alison and John also built and erected seven artificial nests
on high steel poles in and around the tree belts to provide
additional nesting hollows for the Carnaby’s prior to John
passing away in 2007. In the following two years, a team of
volunteers from Birds Australia repaired over 30 abandoned
hollows back to useable nesting sites.
Each year since, Alison provided cottage accommodation
for BirdLife Australia volunteers to monitor 80 or so natural

Alison was an active conservationist
and a member, founding member and
president of several conservation and
recovery committees, trusts and panels of
conservation.

In 2017, Alison was Appointed as a Member
in the General Division of the Order of
Australia (AM) for significant service to conservation and the
environment in Western Australia through revegetation and
catchment recovery initiatives.
Alison has been a valuable long time and active member
of BirdLife Australia and a wonderful ambassador for the
Carnaby’s. Her efforts and the foresight of her parents and
grandparents has assured that there will be new Carnaby’s
chicks born on Koobabbie for as many years as they exist in
Western Australia.
John Lauri

MAX BAILEY
Max Bailey was born in 1931 and brought up
in East Devon, England. His father died when
Max was seven. His mother continued to run
the family’s village shop, and brought up
Max and his two older sisters. Max gained his
love of nature at a young age in the Devon
countryside. After attending Exeter Grammar
School and Exeter University Max worked as a
microbiologist first in Exeter and then in Oxford.

also contributing for several years as volunteer
office manager. He co-edited with Alan Jones
and Judy Blyth Birdwatching Perth and
Environs, and he co-wrote with Kate Creed
several papers on the birds at Pelican Point. He
was happy to share his experience, and many
birdwatchers today gained much of their initial
knowledge of WA birds from Max.
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Max was also a keen member of the WA
Naturalists’ Club and the Lake Mealup
When he was 33 he looked for new horizons and Max Bailey. Photo by
Preservation Society. His other interests
moved to New Zealand, planning to work there
John Hammersley
included his church, classical music, walking,
for several years before returning to England.
tennis, cricket, bowls and travel.
He worked there for about three years, but then
in about 1968 he moved to Western Australia.
Max was one of those fortunate people who
He obtained a position as a microbiologist at Royal Perth
carry their years lightly – he looked younger than his real
Hospital, where he continued until his retirement.
age. He died in March 2019 and will be remembered and
missed by many BirdLife members and others in the wider
Max had many interests in natural history and beyond
community.
but his focus was birds. He was particularly interested in
migratory waders at a time when Pelican Point, Crawley was
Charles Merriam
noted for large numbers of them in the summer months.
In about 1971 he started weekly surveys at Pelican Point,
Editors’ note: Max’s study of birds at Pelican Point, which
which continue to this day. He joined the WA Group of the
extended over more than 40 years, is a great example of the
Royal Australasian Ornithologists’ Union (RAOU), which
important contributions that keen birdwatchers can make
later became BirdLife. He was active leading excursions,
in our understanding of significant changes in Australian
acting as a member of the management committee, and

Obituaries, ctd
bird populations. In this case, the big declines in shorebirds
observed by Max (e.g. Creed and Bailey 2009) was one of
the factors that helped people realise that some of these
once common species had become endangered.

Reference
Creed, K. E., and Bailey, M. (2009). Continuing decline in
wader populations at Pelican Point, W.A., since 1971.
Stilt 56, 10–14.

Robert Harold Stranger
His autobiography (2001) revealed that Robert
suffered mental ill-health for much of his life,
I was privileged to know Robert personally for
experiencing hyper-anxiety and depression,
nearly 20 years. In 1999 I published a lengthy
which remained untreated until 1960. He had
review of the south-west forest avifauna and
difficulty keeping a job—almost 100 different
he published about the same time a paper
jobs in 34 years, with the average time
in Western Australian Bird Notes (hereafter
spent at a job being four months. However,
WABN) on the avifauna of Banksiadale (near
as he once wrote: “Because I am a drifter
Dwellingup). He had worked at the Dwellingup
doesn’t mean that I don’t work hard or that
sawmill in 1964 but lived at Banksiadale. His
I am a bludger”. At times in the 1960s he
article (WABN 90, 14-17) impressed me with
experienced dark days but his bird activities
its acuity and attention to detail. It provided an
were encouraged and supported by Serventy,
independent test of some of the inferences in
his tutor and mentor. The Wildlife Division of
my review. I sent him a complimentary copy,
CSIRO at the time had its WA laboratories at
and he responded favourably.
Robert Stranger. Photo by
33 Caporn St, Crawley—only one street from
Ian Abbott
Serventy’s residence (27 Everett St). This is
Since then we often discussed ornithological
probably why Pelican Point became a focus
issues of interest to both of us—initially by
of trapping and banding shorebirds. In 1964
letter or phone, and subsequently by email.
Robert became the first person to mist-net a Noisy ScrubI first met Robert in 2015 when I arranged to visit him at
bird (WABN 89, 1-5).
home. I brought a large map of the western suburbs and
Realising in 2015 that Robert was in ill-health (he was
asked Robert to mark the extent of bushland in the 1950s
virtually housebound), I began to assemble a collection of
and the areas where he observed birds. I also asked for
his publications and sought his assistance to ensure that
more details about the species included in, or omitted from,
none was overlooked. Characteristically, he generously
his list published in WABN 87, 14-18. His memory was
compiled a hand-written list for me and later donated copies
prodigious.
of his papers that I lacked.
It amazed me when I later discovered that Robert had no
Encouraged by Serventy, the editor of the Western Australian
formal scientific training or a university degree (that wasn’t
Naturalist, he published his first contribution to ornithological
an honorary one). Having left school at age 15 years, he
knowledge in 1958. This referred to a significant observation
completed his tertiary admissions examination at age 40
in 1955 of the Pied Butcherbird near Wanneroo beach. His
years. He commenced attendance at Murdoch University
next contribution was published in the Victorian Naturalist
in 1978 and at UWA in 1980 but lasted there for only two
in 1960, when he was living in Melbourne. This was a brief
weeks. However, he possessed an innate curiosity about
letter to the editor and provided information about the bird
birds, knew when to seek advice from others, read widely,
species he had observed pollinating kangaroo-paws. He
reflected on what he had observed and read, and wrote
continued publishing but abruptly stopped in 1970 because
prose that was lucid, simple and engaging. From the late
he made an erroneous inference in his paper about feeding
1950s until the mid 1960s, he voluntarily assisted the
by the Silver Gull on blowfish, a misinterpretation that
research of Dr Dom Serventy, who introduced him to mistshould have been detected by the reviewer.
netting.
7 December 1938 – 14 March 2019

Raised in Wembley (184 Salvado Road, nearly opposite
Henderson Park), Robert showed an early interest in birds at
a time when much of Floreat, City Beach and Swanbourne
was still in its native dress. He followed the traditional route
of keeping caged birds, beginning at age 12 years to observe
wild birds with x3 magnification binoculars! He was never
interested in forming an egg collection, at the time a popular
boyhood activity. He joined the Gould League of Bird Lovers.
He walked long distances through the bushland (which
commenced opposite his house and extended to the coast)
and kept notes of what he observed. He also indulged in the
customary boyhood activity of using a shanghai, but this was
for the purpose of closely examining birds that he could not
identify by sight or sound. He gave this up when he killed a
male Western Spinebill.
Page 30

The deaths of Dom Serventy in 1988 and Glen Storr in 1990
constituted Robert’s vita brevis moment and re-awakened
his interest in birds. He re-joined the WA Naturalists’ Club
in 1990 and the RAOU (predecessor of BirdLife Australia) in
1991.
Robert published 31 notes or papers in the WA Naturalist
between 1958 and 1999, but in two periods (1958-70, 199199). In 1997 he began contributing articles to WABN. His last
article (his 80th) was published there in December 2018.
In 1998 Robert co-authored with the New Zealand museum
scientist R.L. Palma a paper on Australian bird lice collected
by him from 1967 to 1980; this was published in Records of
the Western Australian Museum. In addition, between 2001
and 2013 he self-published 25 long-form papers, as well
as two autobiographies—A Drifter Passing By (2001) and
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 170 June 2019
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Memoirs of a Birdwatcher (2003), both of which candidly
provide information about his activities and are the source of
much of the personal information cited in this obituary.
In 2007 Robert received the distinction of being admitted
honoris causa to the degree of MSc from Murdoch University
(details published in WABN 122, 1-2). He also gave the
Occasional Address at this graduation ceremony—a rare
honour indeed. Such recognition was important to him. In
2018 Robert told me how pleased he was to see his work
taken seriously and referred to by Stephen Davies, Allan
Burbidge and myself. In his words: “I am someone—I am
recognised”. Indeed, having his publications overlooked was
a source of annoyance to him (see WABN 127, 16-17).
In 1974 he was acknowledged in the preface of Peter
Slater’s A Field Guide to Australian Birds (Passerines) as
having suggested improvements via critical comments on
the first volume (on non-passerines, published in 1970).
These volumes were effectively the first modern books about
Australian birds and their field identification.
Robert also tried his hand at writing fiction. His novel,
The Letterbox People: A Saga of Drama Crime Love, was
self-published in 2002. Set in Perth, it provides numerous
references to localities familiar to him.

at UWA, and after training became adept at discovering
remnants of their tools. During the 1970s this interest
almost eclipsed his birdwatching. Fourteen of his last
publications (2005-13) documented and discussed the bird
and other species that Noongar and other south-west WA
indigenous people ate or may have eaten (see also WABN
135, 26).
In conclusion, this remarkably gifted but not so widelyappreciated amateur was an earnest and dedicated student
of ornithology, leaving an impressive published legacy.
Typically modest and self-effacing, Robert presented me
in 2016 with a copy of his autobiography. It is inscribed:
‘Hope you don’t become disenchanted with me’. I did not.
My only regret is that I did not become acquainted with him
before 1999, when health issues prevented his walking and
further field work. However, so irrepressible was his desire to
birdwatch that he purchased a mobile scooter in 2016. This
enabled him to travel more widely in Innaloo (WABN 164,
25-26) until October 2018, except for increasingly frequent
periods in hospital.
Robert Stranger is survived by his wife of 33 years, FèÍy
Buenasflores.
Ian Abbott

Robert had a long-standing archaeological interest in
Aborigines and volunteered his services to the prehistorians

Terry Powell
28 September 1942 - 25 March 2019
Terry was a stalwart of the Great Western
Woodland (GWW) bird surveys project
almost from the start. When Terry retired,
he bought himself a 4WD then joined as a
GWW volunteer. He liked to go out bush on
his own, learning the birds as he went. He
was very safety conscious and he had a Spot
Messenger that let his family know where he
was each night and that he was safe.

Until he was temporarily incapacitated, Terry
would go out to various parts of the GWW
two or three times a year. It was to the
credit of his skills and experience that even
when beset at various times by flood and fire
he was able to complete his many surveys
without fuss.
Terry passed away unexpectedly not long
after receiving the ‘OK’ to drive again. When
I spoke to him at the GWW sundowner
last March, not long before his passing,
he was planning a trip to Frank Hann and
looking forward to being out in his beloved
woodlands.

He did initially go out with bigger teams and
was recognised as an excellent navigator but Terry Powell. Photo by Maris
did not favour the organised groups. Terry
Lauva
Terry was married to his wife Gail for 53
would mostly plan and organise his own
years. They have three adult daughters,
surveys and go out either on his own or with
Shelley, Kirrily and Rebecca.
a friend at his own pace and to his own timetable.
Maris Lauva
Terry was also part of the team that produced the GWW
video, and was featured in it.
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 170 June 2019

Page 31

Members’ contributions
Rogue Great Cormorant turns
baby-bird-killer, South Perth,
December 2018
Location: the longest lake with two bridges, inshore from
Clydesdale Reserve, west of the car park at the end of
Hurlingham Rd, South Perth, WA. Location shown as
-31.974876S 115.869605E on Google Maps.
Date: 17 December 2018 about 10:00 am
What happened: Friends and I had been watching for some
ten minutes, an Australasian Grebe with two tiny striped
chicks. Most of the time, one chick was on the back of the
adult, while the other swam around trying to climb aboard.
Whenever it succeeded, lack of room for two under cover of
the adult’s wing meant one chick’s head poked out the other
side. A second adult approached, with a small (50 mm) fish
in its beak. It swam right past the group as if unconnected,
then turned abruptly and headed towards them, when one
of the chicks jumped overboard and seized the fish from its
beak. An altogether lovely sight to watch.
So when a Pied Cormorant approached and splashed down
nearby, panic set in. Bigger and faster than the grebes and
their chicks, it headed towards the adults, and within about
three seconds had dived and snapped up one of the chicks
and swallowed it down whole. It was a bit of a shock. Not
content, the cormorant stayed in the area and in the next
ten minutes or so we saw it appearing to be stalking for the
other chick, while the adults went fluttering at high speed
along the surface when it drew near. Occasionally when it
was no-where near, making me wonder if the second chick
had been hidden along the shoreline somewhere, with the
adults’ moves being ‘feints’ to distract the attacker. The
cormorant appeared to ignore all this rapid movement, and
cruised around looking watchful. And after about ten minutes
it moved off into the middle of the lake and appeared to lose
interest.
So while we were devastated that such a pretty family
group had been broken up by a nasty predator, we all do
know that it happens, there’s a food chain. But why, when
I Google ‘cormorant’ and ‘food’ etc, can I find no mention
of this? They are supposed to eat fish and crustaceans, and
nowhere on the WWW did I find any reference to cormorants
targeting baby birds. So is this Pied Cormorant a rogue, or is
this something that happens more commonly? Is this really
nature?
It turned out that the people I was with, who walk in the
area almost daily, had witnessed just the same type of event
in the same place just two weeks before (about 3 December
2018). They think it is likely it’s the same cormorant as the
one that we saw today.
They also told me there had been two Great Crested Grebe
chicks in that lake (I had seen one), that were now missing,
and had heard someone say they had seen a cormorant
eating coot chicks; and that last year there had been three
Great Crested Grebe chicks raised when no cormorant was
present.
While such small waterbirds might escape a raptor or crow
by diving, they have no defence against a predator that
hunts underwater. The scarcity of other immature birds
(coots, moorhens) on this lake could be the work of just one
such hunter. While we may think we shouldn’t intervene in
nature, I know that if I’d been able to pick up a twig or a
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gum nut, I would have thrown it to distract the cormorant. If
this really is common behaviour, maybe it would make little
difference. But if this is truly a rogue bird, then maybe it
should be actively hunted and moved on to where it will find
the fish it is supposed to live on. Now, three months later, it
has moved on, probably because it had by then eaten all the
easy targets.
Comments appreciated.
Tim Threlfall
Editors’ note: This is an interesting observation of behaviour
that is only rarely recorded. There is, however, at least one
similar record from Western Australia — in 1985, Harry
Fisher saw a Great Cormorant drown an adult Australasian
Grebe and swallow it, albeit with some difficulty. Harry
subsequently reported it in WABN:
Fisher, H. (1985). Cormorant eats grebe at Booragoon Lake.
Western Australian Bird Notes 35, 9.

PIED HONEYEATERS AND OTHER
SPECIES RESPOND TO GOOD
CONDITIONS IN NORTHERN AND
CENTRAL WHEATBELT
(see also report in WABN 169:28)
In my role as a meter reader for the Water Corporation,
I travel over a large area of the Central and Northern
Wheatbelt from my home at Korrelocking.
The spring of 2018 certainly shaped up a little different to
the normal spring seasons with good rainfall, which in some
areas was well above average.
Early in the season, I began seeing a larger than usual
influx of White-winged Trillers, Crimson Chats and Black
and Pied Honeyeaters. These sightings occurred mostly in
the northern part of my work area around Cleary through
Goodlands area, north of Kalannie.
As the weeks went by, these sightings were getting much
closer to my home in Korrelocking—large flocks of Pied
Honeyeaters, and trillers and chats between Koorda and
Wyalkatchem. For only the third time, I recorded a party of
Black Honeyeaters at the rear of my property. Little did I
realise what was to come.
At the beginning of November 2018 across the salt plain
around the old Damboring siding just north of Ballidu, I
observed the largest flock of Pied Honeyeaters I had ever
seen. This flock I estimated was in excess of 200 birds. I
watched them for some time as they didn’t want to go far
and kept circling back to the same couple of trees. I took one
photo of 76 birds in the one tree, and this was only about
one third of the flock.
Johnstone and Storr in the Handbook of Western Australian
Birds report that Pied Honeyeaters occasionally form flocks
of up to 80 birds.
Reference
Johnstone, R. E., and Storr, G. M. (2004). ‘Handbook of
Western Australian Birds. Volume II. Passerines (BlueWestern Australian Bird Notes, No. 170 June 2019
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winged Pitta to Goldfinch)’. (Western Australian Museum:
Perth.)
Phil Lewis

LAKE EYRE IN APRIL 2019
I keep using
the word
“gobsmacked”.
We spent about
four hours flying
over the northern
part of Lake Eyre,
up the channel
country and
the Diamantina
River as far as
Birdsville. It was
an ever changing
panorama of
colours, shapes,
textures and
water, water,
everywhere.
Heading to
Birdsville it was
continuously
green with
channels
(obviously)
everywhere. They
appeared to be
all interconnected
and moving south
as one body of
water. Beyond
the point where
the flood had
reached it was
the same old
desert brown,
often at a dune
that had halted
the flow. The
water had passed
into the two main
channels near the
northern centre
of the lake and
Aerial views of Lake Eyre. Photos by Maris
had gone south
Lauva
about 100 km as
far as Belt Bay,
the deepest part
of the lake. It
was slowly spreading out but not yet visible from the shore.
Water from the second cyclone will arrive in about three
weeks and really add to the water levels.
Please enjoy a small selection of my photos.
Maris Lauva
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Trusting Willie Wagtail
On the last day of March, I was seeing what bird species
remained around a rapidly drying Lake Claremont when
I stopped to watch a couple of Willie Wagtails perched on
the wire of a fence. They were quiet and not moving much.
Suddenly, one bird flew down and landed next to my right
boot to pick something off the ground. I didn’t move and it
stayed there for a few moments before fluttering onto the
boot and pecking away amongst the lacing. After a while,
it moved to the left boot and repeated the process there
before returning to the right boot. The bird then seemed
to be resting before unexpectedly fluttering up to my right
hand which was holding my notebook and pen. It hovered
there for a few seconds and then dropped back on to the
path alongside my boot. For the next few minutes it moved
around my feet, pecking away at the stitching and tread of
both boots before resuming its search of the boot laces—
right, left and right again. Another period of rest on the right
boot after which it flew up and landed on my right shoulder
under the brim of my hat. For approximately a minute, it
used this vantage point to look around and then flew down
to the lake bed. Overall, the interaction lasted no more than
ten minutes and fortunately there were no other people or
dogs around to spoil it.
Peter Sandilands

SILVEREYE CITY
After the excellent Northcliffe campout, I decided to spend
a few days mooching around the nearby Mount Frankland
National Park. This area is a magnificent place to travel in
with huge spectacular trees and remote tracks which give
the impression of a true wilderness environment. However,
with the lack of any blossom to speak of, for a birder, things
were fairly quiet.
On the third day of this trip, while driving in the southwestern part of the national park, I came upon a track
which, although a designated road, looked very overgrown
and gave the impression that only a complete idiot would
attempt to drive down it! Just my kind of road! This was
about two hours after sunrise and after two kilometres of
very slow driving I started to see big flocks of birds so pulled
up and started walking. This wasn’t forest, the road was
slightly elevated and either side was obviously a seasonal
wetland although completely dry at this time. The most
obvious difference was the abundance of a particular flower,
Beaufortia sparsa, commonly known as Swamp Bottlebrush.
The big flocks were mainly Silvereye, more than I’ve ever
seen in one place before. However, perhaps more notable,
was that the second most numerous bird was Western
Spinebill. Again, more than I’ve ever seen in one place
before. As I walked along the track, I was seeing these birds
everywhere. A few of the more common species were still
around of course and in amongst all the action I also saw
Tawny-crowned Honeyeater, Western Wattlebird and to top it
off a pair of Southern Emu-wren. This was a real bird hotspot
and I can only think it was the abundance of the Swamp
Bottlebrush causing it.
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Just reinforced my belief that if you see a place where
nobody else seems to go, go there, (with care though,
always with care).
Peter White

RAPTOR RIDGE, LAKE JOONDALUP
During the past several years, Lake Joondalup has been
visited by up to three Oriental Honey-buzzards. These
beautiful large raptors normally reside in Russia, China and
Japan, migrating down to South East Asia. Birdwatchers from
all around Australia have visited the area for the opportunity
to see and photograph these majestic birds.

From November through to February, a prime viewing
area to sight these birds has been a large open area in the
north-west of Lake Joondalup.
Whilst looking for the
Honey-buzzards, another 12
species of raptors have been
recorded. As a consequence,
the location, off the junction
of Lakeside and Joondalup
Drives, has been given the
name of “Raptor Ridge”. The
most common species are the
Whistling Kite, which nests
nearby, Swamp Harrier, Blackshouldered Kite, Australian
Hobby, Brown Goshawk and
Collared Sparrowhawk. Less
common sightings are the
Peregrine Falcon (world’s
fastest bird), Wedge-tailed
Tony’s seat. Photo by Gary Tate
Eagle, Osprey, White-bellied
Sea-Eagle, Little Eagle and
Square-tailed Kite.

HARVEY DAM fishing and RAPTORS
I made a snap decision during
the sunny afternoon of Anzac
Day 2019 to trout fish at the
Harvey Dam about 25 km
away. As usual, I took along
my binoculars and camera.
On arrival, I decided to settle
for the long meadow frontage
to the water bounded at each
end by drowned stag-headed
trees, where Whistling Kites
roost at one end or the other.
One pair regularly nests in the
south-westerly trees. I heard
a pair Whistling Kite before I
saw them.

These birds have become
habituated to my vehicle and
my angling habits, circling
then gliding down to snatch up
drifting Redfin Perch I have caught, dispatched and chucked
back into the water. The birds soon arrive, irrespective of any
long interval since I had last fished at that location.
It was not until 5:30 pm that I hooked my first fat Redfin
and chucked it back as I waded. The pair of Whistling Kite
was on to it right away, although it took one of them several
failed attempts before snatching up the prey, then flying off
with loud whistles.

Due to the amount of interest
and visitor numbers, a request for a birdwatcher’s shelter
or bench seat was made to the Hon. Stephen Dawson
MLC, Minister for Environment and to the Department of
Biodiversity Conservation and Attractions. This request has
borne fruit with the installation of a seat which was managed
by Wayne Childs from DBCA, in the prime raptor observation
point. The seat will be greatly appreciated, not only by the
bird watching fraternity but the many other park users.
Gary Tate

Two more fat Redfins followed the first; with the lowering
sun, I saw the outline of a larger bird circling close to the
kites, then diving down ahead of them towards the drifting
prey. I just assumed it was a kite from another pair.
Deciding to wait on for a late hatch that might reveal a trout,
I waded out and back to my vehicle to rest awhile.
The larger bird flew in, totally unperturbed and alighted
close to me, groomed a little and pecked something from its
talons, finally taking a drink at the water’s edge. I grabbed
a few pictures of the grounded adult Little Eagle in its pale
morph.
On late dusk, I caught and dispatched another Redfin,
consigning it back to the water. The silhouettes of three birds
circled, but I could not tell which one dived down to snatch
up the prey.
If the Little Eagle was responsible during the incident, it
would be the first time I have had any reason to suspect the
species was also an opportunistic fish hunter.
Tony France
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Unexpected Shopping Bonus
We had finished our weekly shopping and were leaving
the Carine Glades shopping centre when Jill had a fleeting
glimpse of a strange bird skulking around the tyres of the
car next to the entrance. A few minutes on hands and knees
peering under cars and we tracked it down. We recognised
it as soon as it decided to flutter off into a nearby small
isolated bush growing under the gum trees surrounded by
cars and bitumen—a Spotless Crake. It was a warm, dry
morning in early December 2018 with the nearest water and
reeds about 500 metres away in Carine Swamp. We don’t
often see them but a shopping centre car park is the last
place I would look for one.
Andrew and Jill Hobbs
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BIRD WALKS
at Stirling Range Retreat, 2019
The owners of the Stirling Range Retreat, Virginia
and Darren, have requested that BirdLife Western
Australia volunteers lead walks at Stirling Range
Retreat again this year as we have done in the
past. Each volunteer would spend one week leading
daily dawn (8 a.m.) and afternoon (3 p.m.) bird
walks during Spring 2019.
The walks this year will commence on Saturday 31st
August (the first volunteer arrives on Friday 30th
August) and conclude after the 8am morning walk
on Saturday 2nd November 2019.
Again the walks will be conducted on well-pounded
kangaroo trails, within the Retreat precinct and
in the adjacent 50 acres of woodland north of the
Retreat. The terrain is flat and the walks are very
easily negotiated.
We would also expect to conduct evening talks
at 7pm on Monday, Wednesday, Friday, and
Saturday that are illustrated with a Power
Point presentation of bird photographs and
accompanying bird calls. The computer and
projector will be available pre-loaded with the
necessary software for the duration of the
program.

9-21st September 2019
600 Wildflower specimens on display
daily 9-4pm
Devonshire Teas & Country Soups
4WD Tag Along Tours
Street Parade & Country Carnival 14th
Guided Bush Walks
Science Based Walks
Ranger Guided Walks
Fitzgerald River National Park
Herbarium Visit upon request
Art & Craft Exhibitions
Self Drive Wildflower Drives
Finale Long Table Lunch 22nd
www.wildflowersravensthorpe.org.au
ph 0407 981 301 ph 0428 580 737

Accommodation arrangements in 2019 will be as
follows:
•

the leaders and their partners will be offered
a 50% tariff on cabin accommodation.

•

For those people who will be using their own
caravan for accommodation a tariff free
powered site will be available.

•

100% of all walk and talk fees will be donated
to BirdLife Western Australia. Note: during
Spring 2018 BirdLife volunteers raised more
than $3,000.00 from the walks and Power
Point presentations.

•

When available, leaders are invited to join the
9am Hidden Treasures Orchid and Wildflower
Tour as guests of the Retreat.

All weeks are still available to volunteers who
would like to take part in the program and weeks
will be allocated on a first come, first served basis.
For further details please contact Clive Nealon via
email at clivenealon@bigpond.com
or by phone at 9448 5921 or 0402 009 462
White-faced Heron, Ascot. Photo by David Free
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Crossword No. 39
CLUES

by Pam Agar

1

2

3

4

5

6

7
8
9

10

Across
1.

Gregarious parrot.

4.

Season ducks usually move inland.

8.

Breast bone.

11. Building for study of natural phenomena.

11

12. Basic colour of one Australian goose.
13. Nature of preferred habitat of wedgebills.

12

13

15. Highly visible colour of wader leg flag.

14

16. Trees favoured by pardalotes.

15
16

17. To possess.

17

19. Hang in the air.

18
21
23

19

20

27. Abbreviation for numbers.

22

24

21. May be offensive in a breeding colony.
28. Family name of pigeon and doves.

25

26

27

29. Not members of the higher songbirds.

28

Down
29

See page 61 for Crossword answers.

1.

To gather.

2.

Location of Ground Parrot nest.

3.

Goal.

5.

To employ.

6.

First described race of species.

7.

Safe refuge for waterbirds.

9.

Parrot species.

10. Argument or discussion.
14. May allow closer access to waterbirds.
18. Specialized feathers for display.
20. Deliver from danger.

Discover Albany’s birds, beaches,
walks and wildflowers.
3 brm olde worlde s/c
holiday accom situated
on the banks of Oyster Harbour,
on the outskirts of Albany.
Just like Grandma’s place!

22. Form of acacia.
23. Purpose of a series of alarm calls.
24. To look across a wide area.
25. Perch for cormorants.
26. Swallow, annual Kimberley visitor.

Close to King & Kalgan Rivers,
amazing beaches, national parks,
walks & wildflowers.
Free WiFi and starter b/fast included.
www.homeaway.com.au/9148040
Ph 0448 835 774

A Bird Lovers’ Paradise.
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Notices
Spring Surveys in the Great Western
Woodlands
Our proposed program:
September 1 - 9 Helena and Aurora, followed by
Jilbadji
September 2 - 6 Transline, possibly extended to
Naretha Bore in search of the elusive Naretha
Blue Bonnet parrot.
These dates are very flexible - if they do not suit
you and you would like to join us, please let us
know your preferred dates.
Further information from: The coordinators gww@
birdlife.org.au

Calling our Suburban Birdwatchers!
Our local bushland reserves can be hidden gems
– but they are also critical habitat for our native
birds, particularly in our busy suburbs.
We are on the lookout for enthusiastic birdwatchers
in the greater Perth area who would be interested
in conducting a seasonal bird survey in their local
bushland reserve, so we can see exactly how
important they are for our feathered friends. It
won’t be onerous, just a walk through a local
bushland, at a time that suits you. Instructions and
training will be provided.
If you regularly walk through some amazing local
bushland (or would like an excuse to!) please drop
a line to Tegan Douglas, our Citizen Science Project
Coordinator: tegan.douglas@birdlife.org.au

The Great Western Woodlands Committee is looking for volunteer
leaders and surveyors.
Do you like the great outdoors and
enjoy birding?

Suitable campsites are suggested in
the information you will be given.

We are looking for more surveyors.

Safety is an important aspect which is
covered in the information packs given
to each participant.

So if you have been a surveyor in
the past and haven’t been out in the
woodlands for a while, now is the time
to dust off your gear and join us.
Why not think of leading a survey?
Most of the administration work will
be done for you by the Coordinators.
You will be supplied with a Sat-phone,
extra GPSs if necessary and any
permission needed.
All that our volunteer leaders need
to do is fix a meeting place, organise
the surveyors into suitable groups per
vehicle and decide what sites are to be
done each day.
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At the end of the survey a report
should be returned with a total bird
count and details of any flowering and
fruiting. Petrol subsidies may be paid.
GWW coordinators are also looking
for help in the office with publicity
and any administrative tasks when the
current coordinators are away.
For further information contact the
Coordinators at:
gww@birdlife.com.au
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Donations to
BirdLife Western Australia
The Western Australian Branch is aiming
to be in the financial position to support
conservation work through projects,
particularly aimed at threatened species. With
the decline in government funding, support for
this work through donations and bequests is
one way this aim can be realised in the future.
Tax deductible donations specifically for
BirdLife Western Australia can be made to
BirdLife Western Australia through our office
at Peregrine House. A tax deductible receipt
will be issued.
If the donation is being made as a direct
deposit in the BirdLife Western Australia
bank account, it is important to signify who it
is from and that it is specifically for BirdLife
Western Australia. Donations will then be
held in a separate account so that they can be
accounted for through the national office each
year in accordance with the Federal Taxation
Department requirements.

Juvenile Australian Magpie, Albany. Photo by David Free

Such donations, unless specified by the donor
for a particular purpose, will be used to assist
in meeting the objectives of the organisation.
If you have decided to make a lasting legacy
to BirdLife Australia in your Will, contact
Bequests Officer Ralf Sternad on 03 9347 0757
for a confidential discussion on your options,
including any specific requests (e.g. support
for black cockatoos in WA).
Viv Read
Chair

New WA members
The following WA people joined BirdLife Australia during
the period 8 February to 23 April 2019
M Croft, S Ekin, A Evans, A G Vega, S Harrison,
M Hearne, D Hendrie, J Hill, A Knipe, M Locker, R
Maddison, R McDougall, S Moore, R Richards, M SinclairHeddle, E Speechley, R Wells, M White, B Willis
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Regional Groups
ALBANY GROUP
Excursion reports
12 February outing – Denmark
We started our outing at the Ocean Beach lookout from
where we enjoyed distant views of the large number of
waterbirds at Wilson Inlet. There was very little activity
on the sandbar below us so we made our way down to
Prawn Rock channel where we were greeted by the resident
Eastern Reef Egret. Keeping a safe distance we observed
a family of Red-capped Plovers. While the male performed
a broken wing act, the youngsters were sheltering under
‘mum’s’ wings. Fencing off the area appears to have helped
with their breeding success. However, having part of the
Prawn Rock channel foreshore designated as a dog exercise
area is hardly conducive for a shorebird breeding site. We
also delighted in observing both Banded and Pied Stilts
and had great views of a Little Egret. After morning tea we
went to the mouth of the Denmark River where we found
cormorant nests. An Osprey patrolled the river when we sat
down for lunch.

South Coast Festival of Birds and
Biodiversity
The local branch also participated in the annual festival and
organised a variety of events during the month of March
including several bird walks, presentations at the local
library, bird identification workshops and a Threatened
Species Habitat Visit held jointly with the Friends of the
Western Ground Parrot.

Future outings
Excursions will take place on Tuesday, 13 August and
10 September. There may be an additional excursion on
Tuesday, 11 July depending on weather conditions. Details
about destinations, where to meet etc. will be made
available on e-news. You can also check the Albany Bird
Group’s website http://sites.google.com/site/albanybirds/
Home and Facebook page.

12 March outing – Morley Beach (Wilson Inlet)
When we arrived at the inlet we were shocked to see how
low the water levels were after an exceptionally dry spring
and summer. Our fears that there would not be many birds
were soon dispelled, however. Apart from good numbers
of Red-necked Stints we soon spotted Curlew Sandpipers,
Red and Great Knots and Black-tailed Godwits, the latter a
species not seen often along the south coast. Some of the
migratory shorebirds were starting to show a bit of colour,
slowly beginning to change into breeding plumage and
getting ready for their journey to the northern hemisphere.
Whether we are going to see these birds back at Morley
Beach in spring seems uncertain at this stage. We are
deeply concerned that due to low water levels the sandbar
blocking the inlet from the ocean may not be opened at the
end of winter. On the three previous occasions when this
occurred the water levels of the inlet stayed so high even
throughout summer that much of the shorebird feeding
habitat remained flooded, resulting in a crash of shorebird
numbers.
9 April outing – Cheynes Beach / Waychinicup
We started the outing outside the Cheynes Beach caravan
park where we were joined by a number of people who
had helped with the annual cocky count. It didn’t take
us long to hear both Western Bristlebird and Western
Whipbird in nearby heathland, but seeing these birds proved
to be an entirely different matter. There were plenty of
opportunities to study honeyeaters and a Black-shouldered
Kite was happy to pose for us. With the wind’s velocity
getting stronger all the time we made our way to the
more sheltered Waychinicup River crossing. We had barely
stepped out of our car when we flushed a Black Bittern
from a tree by the river. This was no doubt the outing’s
highlight as most of us had never seen this species before.
A walk along a track following the river took us to a Whitebellied Sea-Eagle nest. The nest’s owners were spotted in a
nearby tree. The resident Noisy Scrub-bird was also calling.
We continued by car to the Waychinicup Inlet where we
concluded the outing after lunch.
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White Torque Pty Ltd

Gavin White
MRB5813
AU31609

Ph: 0448 975 586
For servicing and repairs to all
makes of vehicles
Specialising in air
conditioners, servicing and
repairs
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CAPE TO CAPE GROUP
All excursions are advertised in the Cape to Cape Bird
Group newsletter (see publications on the BirdLife WA
website) and may be advertised on BirdLife WA E-news
and are for BirdLife Australia members, supporters and the
general public. For details please contact Christine Wilder
cwilderone@yahoo.com.au

Excursion reports
5 February – Meelup Beach Bird Walk – Meelup
Volunteer Group
I got to Meelup Beach early and checked the Osprey nest
tree adjacent to one of the car parks. There were two
adult Ospreys perched away from the nest and a young
bird standing up in the nest, calling constantly. The young
bird flew out and perched on a low tree branch and began
feeding on a fish it carried there. About half an hour later
members of the Meelup Volunteer Group arrived for the
walk and thirteen of us checked the nest and found the
Osprey was still feeding on the fish just a short way from
the previous position, unfazed by us as we walked on the
pathway nearby. One adult flew in with a fresh fish (still
flapping) and perched in the stag tree next to the nest tree
and proceeded to feed.
We left the Ospreys and walked up the Meelup Brook Trail
and managed to hear and see 22 species – at least four
Western Gerygones calling, several Inland Thornbills, a
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike, a male Western Golden Whistler
seen and another heard and a glimpse of a Grey Shrikethrush (it uttered one note). No fairy-wrens or wattlebirds
were heard or seen. Further along we climbed a lot of
steps to the granite area near the top of the Lookout Trail
for a tremendous view of the bay. A single Christmas Tree
(Nuytsia floribunda) and a few small ground hugging plants
were in flower. A Brown Goshawk skimmed past us and an
Osprey was calling further down the hill, with one of the
birds seen in the nest against the backdrop of the ocean
below us. Thanks to Kay Lehman (City of Busselton) and the
Meelup Volunteer Group for organising the walk.
Christine Wilder

23 February – North Westbay, Augusta
Thirteen birders met for a very pleasant morning’s
birdwatching. A short side excursion to the edge of Westbay
allowed the group to view a variety of waterbirds before
heading into the bush, part of the Leeuwin Naturaliste
National Park. The usual group of bush birds greeted us,
Red-winged Fairy-wren, Grey Fantail, Australian Ringneck
and others, but the highlight was a group of Baudin’s BlackCockatoos noisily feeding in the trees above us. An earlier
sighting of 31 birds showed their abundance, and regular
sightings during the walk, including several Red-tailed
Black-Cockatoos, confirmed that there is plenty of food
following last year’s heavy flowering of Marri (Corymbia
calophylla).
At the far end of the track another view of Westbay, to
Thomas Island, allowed us to see Australian Pelican, Musk
and Pacific Black Ducks, several species of cormorants,
Crested Tern, Whistling Kite and a magnificent White-bellied
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Sea-Eagle roosting a short distance from us. Returning
along the boundary fence gave a sighting of a pair of Scarlet
Robins and a Nankeen Kestrel on a fence post, making a
total of 32 species. The morning wound up with a cuppa
and natter on a neighbouring property whose owners had
offered us a safe parking place away from the long, dry,
grass on the roadside and our thanks to them and the
birders from as far away as Bunbury, Dunsborough, and one
from Holland, who all contributed to a very good morning.
Roger Crabtree

16 March – Augusta River Tours Charter
A group of 12 birders gathered at the Ellis Street Jetty to
join Graeme Challis and Christine Wilder for a birding boat
trip to the sticks and spit on the Blackwood River. Graeme
is a true local who has grown up on the river with his
grandparents settling along the Blackwood in 1923.
With everyone on board, the boat headed towards Molloy
Island and birds seen were Australian Pelican, Little Pied
and Little Black Cormorants, then Pacific Gull, some Black
Swans and we started to see White-faced Heron and several
Yellow-billed Spoonbills along the shore. An Osprey came up
next, under our radar at first, perching on a dead branch at
the top of a tree.
With the sand bank coming up we started to see heaps of
Red-necked Avocets feeding in the shallow water and some
Australian Pied Oystercatchers were put on the list too.
What was amazing was just common birds like Silver Gulls,
but hundreds of them, busy feeding and flying around in
one area of shallow water near the bar. Also there were
Musk Ducks, with at least a group of 7-10 in a family,
swimming calmly towards the shore. Crested Tern, Caspian
Tern, Fairy Tern, White-bellied Sea-Eagle, Red-capped
Plover, Red-necked Stint and Common Greenshank were
all added to our bird list. Also several flocks of unknown
waders created an interesting discussion amongst us –
identified as Sanderling and Red-necked Stint – giving a
final total of 31 species.
Graeme took us further down to the river mouth before we
returned to the jetty. Whistling Kite and Osprey put on a
raptor show, flying together over the spit. We reluctantly
stepped back to solid earth. Hats off to Graeme, an
experienced skipper, for sharing much local knowledge to
the group and to Christine for organising and leading this
wonderful boat trip.
Hidi and Alfred Lau

31 March – Cape to Cape Track BirdBlitz Walk –
Redgate Beach North
We had a beautiful sunny morning for our first BirdBlitz
walk north from Redgate Beach car park on the Cape
to Cape Track. Fourteen keen birders set out along the
beach, stopping from time to time to listen to bird calls
and observe the birds. We identified a total of sixteen bird
species.
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We were lucky to spot the elusive Southern Emu-wren at
the car park lookout. As well as Sooty and Australian Pied
Oystercatchers, Silver Gull and four Pacific Gulls, several
bush birds were seen in the dune vegetation adjacent
to Duck Bay – White-browed Scrubwren, Silvereye and
Splendid Fairy-wren. We counted five Red-capped Plovers in
the small amount of seaweed past the point and while we
were watching them, a call was heard in the grass in the
dune and later identified as an Australasian Pipit. Jill and
Christine saw an Australasian Gannet and six shearwaters,
possibly Flesh-footed Shearwater, out to sea. Sightings will
be entered on Birdata. Thank you to Christine Wilder for her
enthusiasm and expertise.
Rachel Kerr and Jennifer Smith

13 April – Circuit Walk – Darch Brook and Margaret
River
Fourteen birders arrived for an early morning walk along
Darch Brook via a remnant bush reserve that takes you
to the Margaret River and new Perimeter Road around

east Margaret River town-site. The birding was relatively
quiet to begin with until a low flying Wedge-tailed Eagle
was spotted just above the tree line. A pair of Australian
Ravens were vigorously harassing it. Obligingly the young
Wedge-tailed Eagle took cover by landing in a tree directly
above our group, giving all a good viewing. This particular
trail is Christine’s regular ‘CockyWatch’ beat and both
Baudin’s Black-Cockatoo and Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo
were seen. Other birds spotted or heard included Whitebrowed Scrubwren and Western Rosella. Our trail crossed the
Margaret River twice, via a footbridge at the new Perimeter
Road and at the Rendell Close weir, both providing views of
local waterbirds. A mallard was swimming with the Pacific
Black Ducks. The group then took a scenic suburban walk
back to the parked cars (with a much appreciated short rest
stop at Greg’s house on the way).
A pleasant morning’s walk resulted in a healthy list of 26
species, with those who attended now having another prime
Margaret River birding location to add to their list.
Michael Sayers

PEEL-MANDURAH GROUP
Program

October: Wellard Wetlands

June: Marlee Reserve

November: Creery Wetlands

July: Wannanup

December: End-of-year Sundowner

August: Samphire Cove

Contact: Bill King: newbill13@bigpond.com

September: Erskine Lake

WHEATBELT-AVON GROUP
Future outings
Saturday 27 July – full day excursion - Uberin Rock,
Dowerin Shire
This rock is a large monolith situated 28 km north west
of Dowerin. There is something magical about large Tors
as these areas provides shelter, water and food for birds,
subsequently they tend to attract good numbers.
Meet at the BP service station in Goomalling by 8.45am,
departing 9.00am. On the way to the rock, providing water
levels are reasonable, we will look in at Oak Park which is a
large swampy area not far from Goomalling.
Leader: Jennifer Donegan
Saturday – Monday 24 – 26 August 2019 – 3 day
excursion - Mt Jackson, Yilgarn Shire.
Mount Jackson Station is approximately 100 km north of
Bullfinch, and for many years the lease has been held by
mining companies, and therefore it has had minimal impact
from grazing stock. It is only recently that it has reverted
back to a pastoral lease, currently with minimal stock on it.
IMPORTANT: This is bush camp with no facilities. You need
to be self-sufficient in food, water, and consider ablutions
(shovel, chemical toilet etc). All your rubbish MUST be taken
out with you. It is also 4WD only vehicles.
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Fuel is another issue, we expect that the trips planned will
encompass a few hundred kms travel, on each of the 2 days.
Jerrycans may have to be utilised by some vehicles. To be
on the safe side allow for enough fuel for about 1000 kms, to
and from your refuelling points. We could car pool over the 2
days if people were in agreement.
Meet outside the Bullfinch Hotel (we don’t know if this place
is still in business), by no later than 2.00 pm, Friday 23rd
August 2019, and will be departing by 2.30 pm. Your closest
refuelling stations will be either Mukinbudin (100kms), or
Southern Cross (40 km).
We intend to visit Pigeon Rocks, Johnson Rocks and the
Mount Manning Nature Reserve. Birds of note in this
area include Copper-backed Quail-thrush, White-browed
Treecreeper and Gilbert’s Whistler. The area is also noted for
its wildflowers if the season is good.
NOTE: This excursion is limited to 20 persons only, and must
be booked through the WABBA Deputy Convener at least 1
month prior to departure.
Leader: Phil Lewis
Sunday 13 October 2019 - full day excursion Toodyay bush block – Toodyay Shire
This is 1000 acres of private farmland which has been fenced
off from stock for many decades, and has good stands of
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Wandoo bushland with understory. The owner would like
surveys carried out on the area for fauna/flora. With this
excursion we will try and record plants, animals as well as
bird species.
Meet at the Toodyay Information Bay in the main street,
Goomalling end of town by no later than 8.00am. This is
a 4WD only area, however we may be able to car pool
to reduce our footprint in the area. Strictly limited to 20
persons.
Contact WABBA Deputy Convener at least 1 month prior to
excursion if you wish to attend.
Leader: Max Howard

Western Golden Whistler, Jaurdi (see
report, page 47). Photo by Xenia Dennett
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Excursion reports
Canning River Regional Park,
27 January 2019
Thirty birdwatchers met at Kent Street Weir at 7:30 am on
Sunday 27 January. The weather had been hot for several
days before the excursion and the 27th was forecast to reach
40 degrees.
We crossed the bridge into the park and heard
Mistletoebirds. They were hard to see but persistence paid
off and finally they were spotted in the casuarina trees near
the bridge.
We followed the unsealed path that goes close to the river
bank (Goat Track). There we saw a small flock of Little Black
Cormorants fishing in a group. As we followed the path, we
found Sacred Kingfishers. There were three of them—a pair
with a juvenile. A little further along, we spotted Striated
Pardalotes and soon found their nest hole, much to the
delight of the photographers.
We followed the track along to Greenfield Street Bridge
which is the turning point in the walk. As we crossed the
river, we saw Rainbow Bee-eaters perching on the trees
at the river’s edge. As we continued around the loop, we
came upon another area of casuarina trees favoured by the
Mistletoebirds and so back to the car park.
After morning tea, some birders visited the lake in Wilson
Park where three extra
birds were added to the
list, making the count 51
species for the day.
Sandra West

Lake McLarty
Photogroup,
9 FEBRUARY

Peel Inlet, Mandurah, 10 February
This excursion doubled as part of the Shorebird 2020 count
scheduled for the same date. Eleven people gathered at the
starting location beside Erskine Lakes on a sunny morning
with a weather forecast predicting a hot day.
We began the morning, after briefing everybody as to what
lay in store for later in the morning, with a walk around
the lakes. The highlights were a male Chestnut Teal and a
number of breeding Cattle Egrets, some of which were in
their stunning breeding colours. The heronry was also in
use by Little Egrets and, while not breeding, Great Egrets
and Nankeen Night-Herons were also present. Those that
arrived early had also seen a Grey Currawong in the area.
The expected more common waterbirds were in attendance
as well as a good selection of bushbirds in the surrounding
park land.
We then drove on to the Mandurah Quay area where we
surveyed three locations—the Mandurah Channel and
mainland area, the cormorant breeding lagoon in Len
Howard Conservation Park, and Greenshank Cove which
seems to be the new name for what was formerly the
Chimneys.
Shorebirds, the target of the count surveys, were
unfortunately in short supply although we counted about
600 Grey Teal on the cormorant lagoon, with small numbers
of other ducks, 26 Yellowbilled Spoonbills and very
few cormorants. The
Mandurah Channel area
produced very few birds
and Greenshank Cove
provided a single Whimbrel
and a single Grey-tailed
Tattler.

Lake McLarty Nature
Reserve is a 219 ha
freshwater lake nature
reserve, which is regarded
as one of the best
wetlands in WA. And,
thankfully, because of
the good wet season last
year, the lake still had
plenty of water in it, and
Baillon’s Crake, Lake McLarty. Photo by Tony Richards
therefore plenty of birds
on it. However, I did notice
that, since my last visit on
25 January, the water level
had gone down considerably.
We explored the eastern side of the lake in glorious weather
and the nine members and two visitors attending the trip
enjoyed the abundance of birds, with plenty of opportunities
for some great photos. The highlight of the trip was the
chance to get good photos of all three crakes (Australian
Spotted, Spotless and Baillon’s) at the one place. Other birds
of interest seen were Pectoral Sandpipers and a Black-tailed
Godwit.
Tony Richards
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Having completed the
Shorebird 2020 counts,
and a break for lunch, most
of the group continued
to Nairns and Coodanup
where we found Banded
Stilt, Grey Plover, Redcapped Plover and Bartailed Godwit.
Thanks to all who attended
and contributed to the
surveys that were carried
out. The day’s outing
produced a total of 72
species
Clive Nealon

THOMSON’S LAKE, Cockburn, 16
February
A happy group of 24 members and guests attended this
excursion and between us we enjoyed seeing or hearing
72 bird species. The water level was low but covered the
majority of the lake and this resulted in a good number and
diversity of waterbirds being present.
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Highlights were a Chestnut Teal in full breeding plumage, all
three crake species and Buff-banded Rails, a young Whitebellied Sea-Eagle, Banded Stilts, Red-necked Avocets, a
White-winged Triller and a brilliant view of Varied Sittellas
over an extended period. Four raptors were seen: Wedgetailed Eagle, Brown Goshawk, Swamp Harrier and Whistling
Kite. It was a super morning!
Robyn Pickering

WOODMAN POINT, 23 FEBRUARY
Twelve people attended the morning excursion at Woodman
Point. It was really fascinating to see the Fairy Terns diving
for fish.
The beach was quiet and there were not many birds there.
We walked up to the groyne, where we saw Grey Plover,
Ruddy Turnstone, Red-capped Plover, Pied Cormorant, Little
Pied Cormorant and Fairy Tern. There were quite a few
immature Fairy Terns and one had a silver leg band on it.
In the coastal vegetation, Rainbow Bee-eater, Splendid Fairywren, Peregrine Falcon and Black-shouldered Kite were seen.
We then moved on to John Graham Reserve for morning
tea. After morning tea, some people chose to do a walk
around the reserve. We picked up several other species here
including Australian Pied Oystercatcher, Rufous Whistler and
Striated Pardalote, bringing our list to a respectable total of
42 bird species.
Thank you, Clive Nealon, for stepping in to be the leader at
the last minute.
Benjamin Hicks

visitors including a few people completely new to birding so
the advertising seems to be working!
Peter White

Wellard Wetlands, 9 March
A steady, light drizzle persisted throughout the morning and
restricted visibility for the group of 20 birdwatchers who met
at Wellard Wetlands. Despite the weather, the species count
was 54, fairly close to that of the previous year.
Hoary-headed Grebe and Australasian Grebe were both
present. As well as Black Swan, six species of duck were
seen during the morning: Musk Duck, Australian Shelduck,
Australasian Shoveler, Grey Teal, Pacific Black Duck and
Hardhead. The usual family of Domestic Goose was not seen
on the day, but had been seen recently.
Cormorants were represented by Little Pied and Little Black
Cormorants, plus Australasian Darter.
There were several Cattle Egrets in the surrounding
paddocks. Great Egret, White-faced Heron, Australian White
Ibis, Straw-necked Ibis and Yellow-billed Spoonbill were also
observed.
We saw Purple Swamphen, Dusky Moorhen and large
numbers of Eurasian Coot.
Waders comprised Pied Stilt, Black-fronted Dotterel,
Common Sandpiper and Common Greenshank.
Whistling Kite and Brown Goshawk were the only raptors.
At the end of the excursion, after most people had left, a
group of about eight Fork-tailed Swift was identified, briefly
circling over the car park before flying off to the west.
Charles Merriam

LAKE GWELUP, STIRLING,
3 MARCH
Forty-one members and visitors arrived at this popular venue
in warm and sunny conditions. As is often the case here,
numbers indicated that we split the group in two and many
thanks must go to Clive Nealon for leading the second group.
Sun glare on the water was an issue early on but as we
moved around the lake it became clear that there was an
abundance of birdlife out there. We recorded 13 species of
waterfowl, two of the grebes, two cormorant species, six in
the heron, ibis group, three crakes, rails representatives and
one shorebird.

Footnote: There was a number of large-bird carcasses
(pelicans, and possibly swans or egrets) throughout the
area. It was not clear whether this was a result of foxes or
some other cause.

Garvey Park, Belmont,
17 March

Highlights were a Freckled Duck, Chestnut Teal and a Tawny
Frogmouth roosting in its usual spot. Also of note was the
large number of Pink-eared Ducks. There often seems to be
lots of these or none at all at this lake.

Twenty-eight enthusiasts joined Sue Abbotts for this walk.
Although a hot day was forecast, early in the day the
weather for us was sublime, warm with the gentlest of
breezes. Having been loudly greeted by too many Rainbow
Lorikeets, our walk took us around the old clay pits where
there were various waterbirds and some bushbirds in the
mainly casuarina woodland. The dark murky water was not
inviting for any of us but the birds were happy. Halfway
down a steep bank covered with slippery casuarina needles,
in order to get a better photo, one young birdwatcher
cleverly avoided an unintentional dip.

This was a very well attended excursion which was
advertised to the public and we had more than a dozen

Wandering in groups of various sizes, we joined the river and
continued south to the highway bridge. Here we watched

Plenty of bushbirds were also recorded and the number of
species seen on the day came to 61, just slightly above
average for Lake Gwelup at this time of year.
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a young Mistletoebird being fed by parents, having spent
time watching some very obliging Yellow-billed Spoonbills,
perched in a tree. They were close enough to see facial
markings and lovely plumage.

and Red-eared Firetail. A pair of Grey Shrike-thrush was
displaying with unrecognisable calls, a Rufous Treecreeper
was seen at the Riverway Road junction and two Southern
Boobooks heard on the nocturnal walk.

Saturday included a walk around the property, followed
by visits to Acacia Picnic Site/Bardi Creek, Town Dam, the
Twin Karri Loop Picnic Site and the Gardner River at the Mill
Stella Stewart-Wynne
village. Not much flowering, hence not many honeyeaters
with even wattlebirds scarce. First stop on our Sunday
expedition to the coast was at Mt. Chudalup for a walk
to the top, a Fan-tailed Cuckoo was calling and Purplecrowned Lorikeets were
seen high in the Karris. At
Windy Harbour we took
a walk on the beach and
watched Ruddy Turnstone,
Red-capped Plover and
Sooty Oystercatcher. Rock
Parrots were very obliging,
perching on the tops of
vegetation right where the
track entered the beach. At
Salmon Beach I called out
a challenge – “first one to
find a Hooded Plover wins
a bottle of wine” – Peter
White started running and
discovered two adult Hooded
Plovers on the beach near
the cliffs. A Brown Falcon
Windy Harbour beach, Northcliffe campout (see also page 63).
and Little Eagle were
Photo by Roger Crabtree
added to the list at Point
D’Entrecasteaux/Tookalup
and 21 Emus were seen by
some along Boorara Road.

Bird call with tea on a shady piece of lawn, revealed 46
species had been seen. Many thanks, Sue.

ERIC SINGLETON
BIRD RESERVE, 21
MARCH
This mid-week excursion
had a good attendance of 18
including three visitors. Eric
Singleton Reserve has an
extensive range of habitats
with wide open spaces,
wetlands, the Swan River
and some good bush areas
with plenty of tall trees.
Consequently, it usually
produces a mixed bag of bird
species and this excursion
was no exception with both
sides of the Database Card
having plenty of ticks.

Three cormorant species were
seen plus the Australasian
Darter which I’d guess is always reported on this walk. We
also had Red-tailed and Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos as well
as Australian Ringneck which is becoming slightly scarce in
the metro area. Raptors were a bit hard to find with only a
Brown Goshawk being reported.
Before the restoration work was done here, this wetland
had far more exposed areas which may have provided rich
pickings for raptors and until a few years ago, there were
more seen here. The newly planted thick native reed beds
are undoubtedly a very good innovation and give potential
raptor prey plenty of cover with the apparent result that
many raptors may have now moved on to happier hunting
grounds. Good for some, not so good for others!
The final bird count came in at 44, a couple down on the
same walk last year but not at all bad.

Peter White

NORTHCLIFFE CAMPOUT,
22 TO 25 MARCH
Sid’s Campground is close to town, has a comfortable camp
kitchen with cosy fire, and walk trails throughout the large
property, with seven dams/lakes, surrounded by Karri,
Marri and Jarrah forest. Twenty-nine participants joined this
campout. Highlights at the campsite were Elegant Parrot,
White-breasted Robin, Varied Sittella, Western Spinebill,
Red-winged Fairy-wren, Western Rosella, Scarlet Robin
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Monday morning and we took a walk along the house track
and into the adjacent Karri forest where a Baudin’s BlackCockatoo caused some interest, but once again not much in
flower meant things were quiet. A last stop was made at one
of the lakes near camp to see if the White-necked Heron,
seen earlier, was still present – it wasn’t. Penny Lee won the
prize for guessing closest to the tally of 68 species seen for
the weekend. Thanks to everyone for a most relaxing and
enjoyable weekend.
Christine Wilder

BIBRA LAKE, 24 March
In excellent, mild weather conditions, 23 members (including
four visitors) set out at 7:30 am after first checking out
the western area of the lake in front of the car parks. Early
viewings were had of a large number of Pink-eared Ducks
and both Australasian and Hoary-headed Grebes, with also
sightings of Glossy Ibis, Yellow-billed Spoonbill and Splendid
Fairy-wren as we proceeded around the northern part of
the lake. At the new bird-hide we saw a Spotless Crake
and numerous Red-necked Avocets, along with a Whistling
Kite, the first of six raptors recorded during the walk. The
Great Crested Grebe was seen at the old bird-hide along
with a Common Greenshank and the rare sighting of a large
number of Freckled Ducks (taking that species count to
nine). Nearby we were treated to a Southern Boobook in
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a nesting box. Other interesting sightings during the walk
included Rufous Whistler, Western Wattlebird, Red-capped
Parrot, Great and Little Egrets as well as both Carnaby’s and
Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos.

LANCELIN, 7 APRIL

The walk continued past the car park to the end of the
Maurice Hamer section of the park. Long-billed Corellas put
on a show for us at the same time that a Buff-banded Rail
foraged whilst we watched and photographed. Little Pied and
Little Black Cormorants were seen roosting in a tree before
we reached the 70+ Glossy Ibis and the remaining Pied
Stilts. All the expected duck species were seen except for
Blue-billed Duck. Carnaby’s and Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos
were seen and heard. Rainbow Lorikeets were prolific and
noisy.

WOODMAN POINT, 13 APRIL

Lancelin is further than we would normally travel for a day
excursion so I was surprised to see 27 people arrive at Nilgin
Our three and a half hour walk rewarded us with a final
Lookout. Some people had stayed in Lancelin the previous
count of 66 species, with many thanks to Clive, Nigel, Peter
night and some people came from adjacent communities.
and Pauline for their expert assistance.
Thankfully, it wasn’t windy at Nilgin and the White-cheeked
Honeyeaters were everywhere.
Alan Watson
We eventually had 14 species
here including a Rufous
Fieldwren, Tawny-crowned
Honeyeater and Southern
Emu-wren. Moving inland to
the Nilgin Bush, which is a
stand of Tuart trees in a large
dip, we started to see the
MAURICE HAMER
expected bushbirds, such as
Grey Shrike-thrush, Scarlet
PARK, HERDSMAN
Robin and Splendid Fairy-wren.
LAKE, 30 MARCH
The early arrivals saw Whitebacked Swallow and Western
Corella was heard, but some
Twenty-five visitors and
distance away. After morning
members saw 65 species at
tea, we headed to the beach
the lake. Birds kept popping
at Lancelin. There was an
up appropriately as we walked
Osprey on the water tank, a
towards the Wild Life Centre. A
Peregrine Falcon on Edwards
couple of local residents were
Island making the Rock Doves
confused when confronted
very nervous and a dark phase
by binoculars and big-lensed
Eastern Reef Egret. On the
cameras. We were admiring
beach, there were hundreds
an Australian Hobby on the
of Silver Gulls, Crested Terns
television aerial on their roof. A
and a dozen Australian Pied
Rufous Whistler and a Western
Oystercatchers feeding in the
piles of sea weed. The kite
Gerygone showed up here, too.
surfers moved the waders
Southern Boobook sheltering in a nest box at Bibra Lake.
about and we saw Red-capped
Photo by Alan Watson
Nankeen Night Herons gave
Plover, Red-necked Stint,
way to numerous Freckled
Ruddy Turnstone and two
Ducks and a couple of
Sanderlings.
Hardheads. Pink-eared Ducks were found with more Freckled
Ducks. An Australian Spotted Crake was spotted by a few
We saw a total of 52 species thanks to John Delaporte’s local
lucky observers on the boardwalk. A Great Egret, Little Egret
knowledge.
and a Yellow-billed Spoonbill all were feeding in a pool at
Sue Abbotts
the end of the boardwalk. Some more bushbirds were found
around here.

Back to the car park for morning tea and the bird call.
Afterwards, Ben Hicks was presented with a Certificate of
Appreciation from WA BirdLife Branch and a congratulatory
card from his birding buddies on the anniversary of his
first year of birding. This was also in recognition of his
enthusiasm and willingness to participate in birding related
tasks.
Claire Gerrish
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The 28 people attending this walk competed with the
fishermen for parking space on a busy Saturday morning.
Walking out to Woodman Point, we saw Crested, Caspian
and Fairy Terns roosting on the beach, Ruddy Turnstones
fossicking for invertebrates in the seaweed and Australian
Pied Oystercatchers on the way back. We spent an hour
out on Woodman Point, but not one jaeger! Very few Silver
Gulls were coming from the islands and this may be the
reason the jaegers were not present. However, we did have
quite close views of Wedge-tailed Shearwater, Australasian
Gannet, the expected cormorants and an Australasian Darter.
After morning tea, we spent an hour in the fenced off area of
Woodman Point Reserve finding the usual bushbird species.
The one surprise was a calling Fan-tailed Cuckoo and all had
good views. We saw a total of 44 species.
Sue Abbotts
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Tomato Lake, 11 April
Fifteen BirdLife members and eight visitors enjoyed a
leisurely walk in pleasant weather. We saw 47 species
including a few, like Australian Pelican, Musk Duck,
Australasian Shoveler and Pied Stilt, that are usually only
seen there during this time of the year. A good number of
bushbirds were present in the remnant bushland. As usual
at this site many of the birds were remarkably unafraid of
people and close views were obtained of most species.
Ian Wallace

PHOTOGROUP EXCURSION, TOMATO
LAKE, 14 APRIL
Ten of us braved a few showers to have a pleasant
photography session around the lake. Bushbirds were in
short supply in the cool, cloudy conditions but a short burst
of sunshine brought out a good mixed flock of Silvereyes,
Western Gerygones, thornbills, honeyeaters and Rufous
Whistlers.
Otherwise, we had ample opportunity to photograph the
numerous waterbirds including Australasian Shovelers,
Hardheads, Pink-eared and Musk Ducks, as well as some
very amorous Blue-billed Ducks. We also found Nankeen
Night-Herons, Pied Stilts and White-faced Herons. A highlight
was a group of Yellow-billed Spoonbills nesting in tall trees
on one of the islands.
Thank you to Ian and Sandra
Wallace for organising a great
morning.

woodland, acacia scrub, patches of Gimlet, Blackbutt
and very long strands of bark flew spectacularly in the
wind from the Ribbon-bark Gum Eucalyptus sheathiana.
There were no birds on the dam, but a walk through the
woodland surrounding the dam produced Gilbert’s Whistler,
Hooded Robin, Redthroat, Rufous Treecreeper, White-faced
Honeyeater and the usual species.
After morning tea, we headed back to camp, stopping at
a yellow sand site, about 1.5 km from camp. Here the
understory and leaf litter from Allocasuarina, Hakea sp. and
Callitris columellaris was denser and we looked for signs
of Malleefowl, as they had been reported from this area
previously, but none were found. Red-capped Robins were
present and Emus were a regular feature around the camp.
Mid-afternoon we walked to the House Dam south west of
camp, spending an hour walking around. A Jacky Winter
seemed most interested in us - delighting the photographers.
Because of the cool wind birds were few, but included
Chestnut, Yellow-rumped and Inland Thornbills, Rufous Treecreeper, Crested Bellbird, Weebill, Striated Pardalote, Yellowplumed Honeyeater, and Willy Wagtail. We returned to camp
via the creek line.
Bird call was held inside the kitchen with the potbelly stove
going and it was both snug and served as a cooker for a
chicken stir-up. After bird call the wind had dropped, clouds
parted and the full moon lit the way to our camps.
On Saturday a photo opportunity was created by Jenny
and Lynley highlighting the ice on their car. We headed out
to Johnnies Dam and spent an hour circumnavigating the
dam with disappointingly few birds. Dusky Woodswallow
was common but no Gilbert’s
Whistler or fairy-wrens.

We then drove onto the
Breakaways. Remnant debris
from an abandoned mine
Andrew & Jill Hobbs
was obvious, so we trod
carefully as several open shafts
(including a protruding ladder)
with their adjacent neatly
stacked bags of soil samples
Jaurdi Station,
posed a potential hazard to
man and beast. After morning
Easter Campout,
tea, a few walked around the
19 – 22 April
top of the Breakaway hoping
for Peregrine Falcon but not to
be. Some Little Woodswallows
Two weeks prior to our recce,
were found huddled together
200 mm of rain fell in Southern
in the sun on a low branch at
Cross, but we had no firsthand
the back of the Breakaway.
knowledge about the road
Jacky Winter, Jaurdi campout (see also pages 12,42,63).
Then to Yankee Doodle Dam
Photo by Ali and Alfred Lau
conditions to Jaurdi Station.
where Australian Wood Duck
Access via Mount Walton Road
and Black-fronted Dotterel had
was difficult because of a large
been seen earlier. Neither was present but two frogs croaked
amount of water on the road, though it was being worked on
alternately.
by a road repair crew and Ryans Find Road was impassable.
A pre campout briefing was held on Thursday evening for
the 31 participants that included handing out Lost Procedure
cards and medical forms. Emphasis was placed on the need
for safety in the bush – particularly in areas of dense mulga
with overcast skies. Participants were encouraged to carry
GPS, compass, water, whistle and matches etc and to avoid
getting lost.
Friday was cool, windy and threatening rain. We left at
7.30am heading north to Sardine Dam, passing through
a variety of vegetation types including Salmon Gum
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Mid-afternoon we walked to Bernies Dam for the honeyeaters
seen on the ‘recce’. As the sun dropped and most people
walked back to camp, at least seventeen Australian
Ringnecks flew into the surrounding eucalypts, coming in for
their evening drink.
On Sunday morning we went to Wallaroo Rock, following a
visit from the Easter Egg Bearer aka Our Leader (with not a
bilby in sight). The lead vehicle crossed the railway line with
care, as always, just as a goods train rounded the bend from
Kalgoorlie, splitting the convoy. After 107 carriages passed,
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the rest of the convoy crossed. The sign was serious “Beware
FAST moving TRAINS travelling at 150 kph”.

Victoria Reservoir, 20 April

We continued east along a lovely ‘wood line’ track to
Wallaroo Conservation Park and Rock. We stopped
occasionally and saw White-browed Babbler, Redthroat,
thornbills and numbers of honeyeaters. The mistletoe was
flowering as were a few eucalypts. We parked near the
rock and after morning tea birded around the area, seeing
Southern Scrub-robin, Shy Heathwren, Crested Bellbird,
Western Yellow Robin, White-eared Honeyeater and breeding
Striated Pardalote. Grey Teal and Australasian Grebe were
on the dam. We returned to camp in the early afternoon so
we could look for Copper-backed Quail-thrush seen on Ryans
Find Road the previous day. A wide sweep failed, but further

Easter Saturday dawned cool and bright with the promise
of warmer weather through the morning. We might have
expected a low turnout with it being a holiday and bearing in
mind there was an active campout for the weekend but there
were 33 people who presented themselves for the 8:00 am
start to enjoy a good morning’s birding.
Once the sign-in formalities were complete and the walk
started, we were treated to good views of three Scarlet
Robins to set the tone for the morning. The gates into the
area are not opened on weekends so we had a long walk
down to the dam wall. There were few birds on the water,
just the two small grebes, some Little Pied Cormorants, a
Hardhead, and my first White-faced Heron for the location.
We spent some time at the lawned area under the dam wall
and picked up two more Robins—the Western Yellow and the
White-breasted. Both the Splendid and Red-winged Fairywrens provided good views and Red-eared Firetails were
enjoyed by a privileged few.
Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos announced themselves loudly
and Australian Ringnecks, Red-capped Parrots and Western
Rosellas were prominent but a little more discreet.
The usual bushbirds were well represented with three
thornbills and six honeyeaters seen. Both the Gilbert’s
Honeyeater and the Western Spinebill were seen well by
everyone, I believe.
Clive Nealon

Lake Coogee, 28 April
Sue closing the Jaurdi road. Photo by Xenia Dennett

down the road Pete and Rose saw a quail-thrush, noted the
spot and we all quietly assembled about 60 metres away
and waited – one quail-thrush ran/dashed across and most
people saw it. An excellent day’s birding.
On Monday we drove back down Ryans Find Road past
the ‘runway’ and walked looking for quail-thrush, Gilbert’s
Whistler and general birding. At No.1 Dam, White-winged
Fairy-wren was added to the list. Back at camp for morning
tea and final Bird Call. The final count was 72 species,
exceeding several previous lists.
This was a most enjoyable campout with a number of people
seeing ‘lifers’. Thanks for this was due to the expertise of
Sue Abbotts with her previous knowledge of this magnificent
area of the Great Western Woodlands. The expertise,
consideration and help provided by the road contractors from
the mine, Carina Iron Ore Project, for travel along Mount
Walton Road is also gratefully acknowledged.
On Tuesday Jan and Dave Crossley saw two Major Mitchell’s
Cockatoo and a Malleefowl. That brought the total to74
species.
Xenia Dennett
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An over flight by eight Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos marked
the start of a very pleasant morning’s birding for 23
enthusiastic birders. On a windless and warm morning,
perfect for our walk, the first bird of note was a Buff-banded
Rail seen from the footbridge over the wetland at the north
end of the lake.
Raptors again were a delight to see with Black-shouldered
Kites (3), Nankeen Kestrel, Brown Goshawk, Osprey (hunting
over the lake), Whistling Kite, juvenile White-bellied SeaEagle and a brief glimpse of an Australian Hobby keeping us
all on our visual toes. Lake Coogee continues its reputation
for being a good place for raptors.
Honeyeaters were few and far between with only Singing
Honeyeater and Red Wattlebird sighted. There was very
little blossom to be seen around the lake. The absence of
honeyeaters was compensated for by the sighting of all
seven possible parrot species, Carnaby’s and fore-mentioned
Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos, Little Corella, Red-capped
Parrot, Galah, Australian Ringneck and Rainbow Lorikeet.
The group chose to complete a full circuit of the lake and
was rewarded when it was able to gain access to the shore
of Market Garden Swamp 4, located to the east of Fawcett
Road. This little wetland yielded Pied and Banded Stilts and
Red-necked Avocet which contributed to a morning’s total of
55 species. Thanks to all who attended.
Jane and Dave Crossley
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Observatory reports
BROOME BIRD OBSERVATORY
For bird lovers in Broome and around Roebuck
Bay, March and April means one thing above
all else: the annual spectacle of Arctic-breeding
shorebirds lifting from the mud and powering
north towards Siberia. This year has been no
different. Every evening since early March, the
BBO team have sat atop the modest pindan cliffs
along our beach to watch the drama unfold.
At low tide the scene is a wide expanse of mud, with
feeding shorebirds, herons and terns spread across it. We
scan for those that have stopped feeding and have their
minds somewhere else. Before migrating, shorebirds form
a row facing north, usually with others of their species,
and become restless, stretching wings and often calling
to each other. With practice, these lines can be picked up
from a distance and counted before they take off towards
us - though just as often flocks are almost overhead
before giving themselves away. Either way, seeing these
incredible migrants pass low over the beach as they get
into V formations rarely fails to bring a gasp or “wow” from
watchers below.
Elements of the migration period are predictable. For
example, each year Greater Sand Plover and Eastern Curlew
are among the first to leave. These species breed further
south than many of our other migrants, meaning conditions
are suitable sooner at their breeding grounds. However, each
year brings surprises and two stand out for 2019. One is
apparent northward migration of Pied Stilts, first noticed in
December 2018 and continuing through this year. Stilts are
usually considered resident in Australia (albeit nomadic), but
some appear to be leaving our shores perhaps in response
to low rainfall over the wet season, which would make it
difficult for them to breed here. In total we have counted
177 leaving in migratory flocks with many more showing
classic signs of pre-migratory restlessness or zugunruhe.
The second surprise was an exceptional count of 5430 Great
Knots departing on 31st March: more in one evening than
were counted in the previous four year’s migration tallies
combined. It seems likely these were a backlog of ready
migrants that had been biding their time until Tropical
Cyclone Veronica passed offshore, and they may well have
been bolstered by birds on passage from further south. The
next day we held our annual Migration Watch BBQ on the
beach, and over 150 guests watched as a further 1756 Great
Knots processed overhead, with Bar-tailed Godwit, Greater
Sand Plover and Grey Plover making up the supporting cast.

own among resident Little Friarbirds. Crimson
Chats also moved in to feed on the ground with
White-winged Trillers. This continues an excellent
year for honeyeaters around Broome, adding to
March records of Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater (at
the BBO) and White-fronted Honeyeater (around
the port), both unusual in the region.
Other sightings have included Rose-crowned
Fruit-dove, Freckled Duck, Little Grassbird, White-browed
Crake, Siberian Peregrine Falcons (ssp. calidus), and more
cyclone-associated swiftlets thought but not confirmed to be
Edible-nest Swiftlet. As we move into Broome’s busy tourist
season we are enjoying welcoming more guests to our camp
and sharing the wonders of Roebuck Bay. The dry is also
opening up access to wetlands and plains, with productive
birding sure to follow.
BBO Staff

(above) Pied Honeyeater, juvenile male, Broome. Photo by Nyil
Khwaja
(below) Pied Stilt, Broome. Photo by Jane Taylor

In total we counted over 18 000 shorebirds and terns of
20 species leaving over the BBO Beach in 2019. As well as
almost 2000 passing over the March BBQ, each of our two
April Wave the Waders Goodbye courses saw close to 2000
departures, as well as unrivalled shorebird viewing at high
tide roosts. They are sure to be popular in 2020 so watch
this space for the announcement of dates.
Away from the bay, the change from wet to dry saw
huge flocks of Masked Woodswallows and small posses of
Budgerigars pass over the BBO. As in previous years, a
male Leaden Flycatcher moved into our grounds in midApril. We had an influx of nomadic honeyeaters in late
April, as eucalypts burst into flower around the edge of the
observatory. Pied and Black Honeyeaters, sparsely recorded
here, became a common sight on the flowers, holding their
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 170 June 2019

Page 49

Observatory reports, ctd,

EYRE BIRD OBSERVATORY
Feb 2019 to April 2019
To find an appropriate beginning of an EBO sighting
report is easy because there is only one bird that
deserves to be mentioned in the first sentence: the
Major Mitchell’s Cockatoo. This playful and very
handsome cockatoo is, no doubt, the feathered star
and EBO’s major drawcard for birdwatchers. About a third
of the guests we accommodated at EBO during our term of
caretaking came for only one reason: to see Major Mitchell’s
Cockatoo! Watching them doing somersaults on the wire,
bluffing ravens with the ever effective ‘I-am-bigger-thanyou-crest-bluffing-thing’ or cuddling up like love-birds
preening each other, provided endless joy to visitors and
caretakers alike.
During the three months we were at EBO the Major Mitchell’s
turned up almost every day. On very hot days we had flocks
of over 40 birds; on cooler days and especially after rain
(no matter how little) fewer birds came for a drink and on
a handful of days they didn’t come at all. In February one
large flock turned up with a Galah among them. A few days
later the same flock including Galah returned but after that
we didn’t see the Galah again. Whether the Galah noted his
mistake and joined his real mates near Cocklebiddy (where a
small flock can often be watched) or whether the whole flock
(Mitchell’s and Galah) moved on, will remain one of Eyre’s
mysteries.
Next in the list of sightings and providers of pleasures at
the EBO are two very common and widespread bird species:
the New Holland Honeyeater and the Singing Honeyeater.
They are among EBO’s most loyal birds and also turn up
after rain when there is water elsewhere. Their daily visits
push the number of bird sighting up in the daily birdlog and
their excessive bathing frenzies are a delight to watch. No
other birds seem to have so much joy diving head first into
the water, splashing around like a bunch of kids and then
getting out of the water looking half drowned, sometimes
even too wet and heavy to take off. To dry off they fluff up
their feathers until they look like fluffy feather balls. The
only other bird species that enjoys bathing as much as the
two honeyeaters is the pretty Silvereye which is recorded in
equally high numbers. Sometimes there were up to 12 birds
in the water at the same time.
In contrast to the three aforementioned species, the Brush
Bronzewing, another common local, never seems to have a
bath. In their typical ‘bronzewing way’ they land about 50
m away and then walk through the shrubs to the bath for a
drink. Like all members of the pigeon family they are super
cautious and take a long time before they finally get to the
water—sometimes they panic and take flight before they
even have a drink.
Other birds who visited the EBO frequently from February
to April include the White-browed Scrubwren, Grey Shrikethrush, Grey Butcherbird, Grey Currawong, Australian Raven
and Willie Wagtail. At the beginning of our term we regularly
saw Brown Honeyeater at the bird baths and, on hot days,
also Brown-headed Honeyeater, which from April on seem to
have become more rare (at least around the house). Other
species seemed to have increased in numbers during our
stay, such as the White-eared Honeyeater and the Dusky
Woodswallow which can be seen now on a more regular
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basis. A single sighting of a Grey Fantail at the EBO
bird bath was recorded in April.
Away from the house, in the mallee bushland, the
most common bird species included Weebill, Inland
Thornbill, White-browed Babbler, White-browed
Scrubwren, Spotted and Striated Pardalotes and
increasing numbers of the handsome Western
Whistler. With their golden plumage they are a sight to
behold—no matter how often you see them. The same goes
for the Blue-breasted Fairy-wren which is very common
around the observatory. In February the males were still in
breeding plumage and were stunningly beautiful. It was,
however, the end of their breeding period and they soon
changed into their plain non-breeding plumage. The same
goes for the White-winged Fairy-wrens which we have seen
regularly in the bluebush plain around Cocklebiddy. One
day in February we counted over 50 individuals divided
into several family groups. Another surprise the bluebush
plain held for us in February was the sighting of a group of
Banded Lapwings. On our weekly runs to Cocklebiddy we
spotted them several weeks in row, then they disappeared.
The majestic Australian Bustard has also been observed on
the plain frequently. The most memorable sighting of this
species however, happened, completely unexpected, on the
sand dunes near the observatory. A highlight for many of our
guests was to be taken by us on an evening birdwatching
and sunset drink/walk up onto the magnificent sand dune
field close to the observatory. While enjoying the last rays of
the setting sun and raising our glasses for a toast to EBO, a
massive bird flew past us, straight towards beach and ocean.
The bird was between us and the sun, so all we saw was its
massive silhouette. There was much discussion that evening
about the identity of the bird and Cape Barren Goose was
suggested as a possibility as well as the Australian Bustard
(even though its destination, the ocean, was confusing).
However, thanks to some photos, the bird was identified
later as an Australian Bustard.
Among the birds of prey the Wedge-tailed Eagle deserves
a mention. We frequently saw them cruising along the
escarpment and flying low across the bluebush plain. Around
the observatory we watched Collared Sparrowhawk, Brown
Goshawk and Brown Falcon come in for a drink and Nankeen
Kestrel could be spotted occasionally near the beach.
White-bellied Sea Eagle has been seen on a few occasions
at Kanidal Beach and Twilight Cove and a single sighting
of a Spotted Harrier was recorded on the bluebush plain in
February.
Nocturnal birds were rare. We heard only one Tawny
Frogmouth and spotted another on a spotlighting walk. We
also heard the Australian Owlet-nightjar calling a few nights
but that was it. Interestingly, we were told that the numbers
were much higher before the large bushfires in 2016.
In our period of caretaking we also saw some seasonal
changes, as some species disappeared and others moved
in. Among the newcomers were White-fronted Honeyeater
which we have watched on the plain a couple of times
(enjoying their vocal performances), Australian Ringneck
which we now see regularly around the observatory and
Purple-crowed Lorikeet in small flocks in mid-April. The
number of nectar feeding birds is bound to increase in the
next months, attracted by the mallees which are about
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to burst into flower with the first individual trees already
showing their magic display.
Another early arrival is the Mistletoebird of which we spotted
one individual in April. The mallee bushland around the
observatory boasts a high number of mistletoes which were
in full flower when we arrived in February. They soon will
start fruiting and more Mistletoebirds will surely be recorded.
One of the species that left the area during our term is the
colourful Rainbow Bee-eater. In February they were still very
common. Not long after we arrived, we found one of their
roosting trees. A couple of evenings we spent there watching
them arriving and snuggling up to each other in big groups
for the night. It was amazing how well they blended in and
how up to a hundred birds could literally disappear from
sight in the canopy.
February to April doesn’t seem to be the most exciting time
for shorebirds. Neither did we record many species nor did
we see large numbers of birds. On our weekly runs along
Kanidal Beach and monthly runs to Twilight Cove the most
numerous species were Red-capped Plover, Silver Gull and
Pacific Gull. In lesser numbers but still fairly regular we
recorded Sooty and Australian Pied Oystercatchers, Caspian
Tern, Crested Tern, Red-necked Stint and Sanderling. Single
sightings of one Red-necked Avocet and one Double-banded
Plover were recorded in March. Wader Beach provided us
with a big surprise on our last Twilight Cove run. We spotted
two large groups of Emus comprising together 35 individuals
and on the same day we recorded a flock of 16 Whitefronted Chats.
Though both of us are passionate birders we are also
passionate with all the other creatures that inhabit the bush
around us, especially reptiles, insects and spiders. On our
many walks, day and night, we recorded an interesting
array of creatures. Among the many reptiles were South
Coast Gecko (Diplodactylus calcicolus), Thick-tailed Gecko
(Underwoodisaurus milii) and Marbled Gecko (Christinus
marmoratus)—the latter two could be encountered around
the house frequently. The same goes for the Dugite
(Pseudonaja affinis) and Master’s Snake (Drysdalia mastersii)
of which we saw quite a few, especially in February when it
was warmer. The most common dragons were the Spotted
Military Dragon (Ctenophorus maculatus) and the Southern
Heath Dragon (Ctenophorus chapmani). The skink family
was represented by two large members, the Shingleback and
the Western Blue-tongue, and also by many smaller species
such as the common Dwarf Skink (Menetia greyii) and the
Bight Wedge-snouted Ctenotus (Ctenotus euclae) which
is endemic to the Nullarbor Plain. Another highlight was a
Common Scaly-foot (Pygopus lepidopodus).
The star of the many insects we recorded is a yet
unidentified creature we called a sand runner. We have
watched these insects often in the sand along the walk
trails. They are roundish insects, not much bigger than a
little finger nail and look like a mixture of shield beetle and
cicada. They are perfectly camouflaged and run around in
the sand hunting for smaller insects with pincer-like jaws
similar to those of ant-lions. No idea what species or even
genus they belong to…
Spotlighting always provided some excitement. We saw
many interesting creatures, from large scorpions to tiny
Pygmy Possums. However, the nocturnal stars were, no
doubt, the spiders. Most spiders have eyes featuring a
reflecting membrane called a tapetum, which reflects light,
including torch light. This in combination with the extreme
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high number of spiders is the reason for all the ‘sparkling
diamonds’ you see when shining the torch over the ground.
It is something Australians seem to have grown used to but
it is a breathtaking attraction for all overseas tourists. The
sheer number of spiders covering the floor is absolutely
amazing. Most of them are members of the huntsman spider
family (Sparassidae) and the wolf spider family (Lycosidae).
The most common wolf spider around the EBO is fascinating
in that it often sits above the entrance hole to its burrow
with the hindlegs partly in the hole, guiding the spider
back into the hole in milliseconds in case of approaching
danger (or approaching EBO caretakers). One night we hit
the jackpot among the spiders. Among all the ‘diamonds’
sparkling on the ground (and turning into wolf spiders by
approach) we spotted a jewel box. Not just one diamond but
a whole clump of diamonds sparkled back at us in the light
of our torches—it was a wolf spider carrying spiderlings on
her back, so not only mum’s eyes were reflecting our torch
light but also her babies’ eyes.
Another spider highlight was the Garden Orb Spider
(Eriophora biapicata) which we spotted in her magnificent
wheel cobweb. After we took a few photos she moved away
from her web into camouflage position on the tree trunk.
Absolutely amazing—if we hadn’t watched her doing so, we
would have never spotted her on the tree trunk—so very well
camouflaged!!!
We also found an interesting orb-weaver of very unusual
shape that is waiting to be identified and several other yet
unidentified species, one of which is most likely a member of
the Australian tarantula family (Therephosidae).
This report could go on for many more pages as we haven’t
even mentioned the weevils and bush cockroaches we
watched mating and the mole cricket and grasshopper (most
likely of the genus Goniaea) we watched egg-laying, but
we will stop now. The Australian bush is full of interesting
creatures and the bushland surrounding EBO is no exception.
In the three months we have been caretaking we only
‘scratched the surface’—there is always a reason to come
back.
Steve Poole and Janine Guenther

FOR SALE
ZEISS BINOCULARS, 8 X 40,
as new condition. $800.
Phone 9844 4148
Email morrison21@westnet.com.au
Alex Morrison
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Course report: Bird Week at Eyre, 2018
(‘Birds and Fire in the Mallee’)
21 – 27 October 2018
The course participants assembled at Eyre Bird Observatory
on the Sunday afternoon where our hosts, Sharon and
Andrew Morgan, provided a warm welcome and made
everyone feel relaxed and very much at home. An outline
briefing of the coming week’s activities was given before
a leisurely walk to the beach where the only waterbird
seen was a Pacific Gull. The long trip, fresh air, a walk and
a splendid dinner ensured that everyone slept well that
night. Our correspondents, now residing on the edge of
the Nullarbor, were asked if they would like to provide their
accounts of each day’s activities and highlights which are
provided below:
Monday: Started with the ritual of breakfast on the veranda,
watching over the birdbaths. We were delighted with our
first views of Major Mitchell’s Cockatoos. Brush Bronzewings
were another constant visitor. We were then treated to the
spectacle of a fight between a Gwardar and a Dugite right
near the veranda step! The Gwardar won that round but both
snakes were seen over the following days in the same area.
There are several well-marked walking tracks around the
observatory and we followed paths through unburnt mallee
and melaleuca stands. On the dunes, however, the route
markers were being engulfed by sand-drift. Fortunately, our
intrepid course facilitator navigated a way through. We were
awed by the beauty of the dunes. In the afternoon we were
led to a nearby Major Mitchell’s nestbox where the female
was at the entrance. See picture in the Spring 2018 edition
of EyreWaves (Morgan and Morgan 2018).
Tuesday: After the great dune walk on day one, participants
were happy to drive to our destination—the old Burnabbie
Station. Each person was assigned a particular bird species
to find during the day, none of which was recorded. At 8
am, as planned, the team set off in two vehicles and on the
way we saw Grey Currawong, Weebill and Rainbow Beeeater. Around 6 km from the observatory at the side of the
track, Andrew showed us an orchid which was quite delicate.
After leaving the Nuytsland Nature Reserve, we found some
footprints, thought to be of an Emu, and also saw Grey
Shrike-thrush, White-winged Fairy-wren and Golden Whistler.

tower, a Nankeen Kestrel was seen and two nests. One nest
was on the middle platform (thought to be the kestrel’s) and
one on the lower platform (thought to be a raven’s). The
latter was confirmed on the return journey. Walking around
the tower’s perimeter fence, we saw one more nest at the
top. It really was a high rise for nesting.
Continuing towards the highway, Yellow-throated Miner and
a Magpie-lark were seen. It was very dry at the first site and
with the temperature rising any thought of seeing some less
common species gradually faded. At the second site, the
impact of the fire was noticeable with all the trees gone and
just some low regrowth. As Peter collected the site marker,
we saw a couple of Black-faced Woodswallow which the team
considered to be the bird of the day. It was even warmer
now but there were still some species around such as Blackfaced Cuckoo-shrike and Nankeen Kestrel.
Thursday: The day started off being very windy and a bit
cloudy/misty but soon warmed up although it remained fairly
windy all day. Three of the course attendees went out after
breakfast on an unscheduled walk along the East Track in
search of Southern Scrub-robin, which is known to frequent
an area of suitable habitat along the track. Unfortunately,
the search was not successful but it was a most enjoyable
walk and did produce sightings of Grey Currawong, Whiteeared and White-fronted Honeyeaters, Weebill and Silvereye.
Our return trip to EBO was a bit longer than anticipated due
to a possible operator malfunction with the GPS!
After lunch and a brief rest, we all squashed into the beach
ute and went down to Kanidal Beach to do the weekly beach
bird count. This has been in operation at Eyre for at least 40
years or so. The wind was howling at pretty much gale-force
but this did not prevent us from getting excellent views of
Red-capped Plover, Red-necked Stint, Sharp-tailed Sandpiper
and Pacific Gull to mention a few.
The highlight of the trip I think would be very close-up views
and photo’ opportunities of 40 plus Banded Stilts (mainly
juveniles) and a pair of Australian Pied Oystercatcher with
two runners. Then back to EBO for the bird call and a glass
of something to warm our chilled bones.
Friday: Two partially burnt sites below the scarp were
visited. More bird species were seen at these sites than at
the ones visited earlier in the week. See Results below for
details. In the afternoon a walk to, and along the beach to

When the team arrived at the old station’s sheep yard, we
saw Yellow-plumed Honeyeater, Spotted Pardalote and the
‘King of the Bush’, two Wedge-tailed Eagles, an adult and a
young one. For the next hour and a half, we explored along
the Madura track finding Brown-headed, White-fronted
and Spiny-cheeked Honeyeaters. Once everyone had seen
the White-winged Fairy-wren, we headed back for lunch.
Yellow-plumed Honeyeaters and Rainbow Bee-eaters were
everywhere and one dark brown Dugite was seen.
In the afternoon, we walked to the old homestead
greenhouse where a dead snake was found and it really
stank. Moving on quickly to the corduroyed well and the big
tank, we saw how cleverly the channels had been built to
catch the water flowing down from the higher ground. An
Australian Ringneck, which is not a common species in the
area, was also seen. Around 2:30 pm the team returned to
the observatory for a delightful coffee break followed by a
20-minute ABBC count.
Wednesday: Today we explored further north, starting near
the Eyre Highway. On the way there we were shown an old
Malleefowl mound and, during a brief stop at the microwave
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Figure 1: Course participants walking into the breeze along
Kanidal Beach on Friday afternoon. Photo by Alfred Lau
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the east, was undertaken with few birds observed due to the
very strong sea breeze. An ABBC count was completed upon
our return to the observatory.
Saturday: Another ABBC count and then participants were
farewelled in rather overcast conditions. By the time they
had all reached the scarp, rain had started falling and
continued until dusk with the occasional shower during the
night. A total of 31.4 mm of rain was recorded for the day.
Sunday: The final ABBC count for the week was completed
before departure. The track from the observatory to the
scarp had been eroded in several places by the previous
day’s rain, but was still usable. Above the scarp there were
many large pools of water covering the track between the
lookout and the microwave tower while the microwave tower
track was very muddy and even at extremely slow speed the
vehicle gradually changed colour. Such was the consistency
of the mud that it did not fall off once the highway was
reached.
Results
The fire that
threatened
Eyre Bird
Observatory
in December
2016 was the
first in that
part of the
Nuytsland
Nature
Reserve
for over
100 years.
We know
(above) Figure 2: Site RP2 looking south
from the
towards Eyre Bird Observatory.
commentary
(below) Figure 3: Looking north towards the
provided by
scarp from Site RP1. The track down the scarp
the caretakers
couldn’t be seen this clearly from here pre-fire,
at the time
Eyre. Photos by Peter Sandilands
of the fire
that large
numbers of
birds died and
their bodies
washed up
along Kanidal
Beach (Brace
and Brace
2017).
Whether they
flew out over
the ocean
to escape or
were carried
there by the
winds driving,
and being generated by the fire; the result was the same, a
massive depletion of the local avifauna.
As the vegetation recovers, it would be expected that the
original avifauna would gradually re-colonise the area
from nearby, unburnt parts of the reserve. However, other
areas in close proximity to that of the original fire were
burnt in the spring and summer of 2017. This means that
re-colonisation by the smaller, non-nomadic and groundfrequenting species could take longer to reach the original
burnt area as the dispersal of many mallee species is quite
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often over short distances (Schodde, 1990). Woinarski and
Recher (1997) mention that in the first year after fire the
bird species present can be quite different from what was
there originally and what will re-colonise the area later. ‘This
is a result of the different and often abundant food resources
on burnt areas and of an open and lower vegetation’ (ibid.,
185).
By visiting the area in the second year after the fire, it
was thought that this might avoid recording those species
initially attracted to it and see how the restoration of the
original avifauna was progressing. After spending two days
in areas untouched by fire, participants quickly realised the
extent of the loss of avifauna when they visited the burnt
sites, noting that some of the remaining species were more
visible due to the lack of vegetative cover. The sites that had
been completely burnt lacked the smaller bird species as
well as the ground-dwelling species when compared to data
recorded at those sites in earlier years. Other sites where
some of the original vegetation had survived the fire were
also depleted of species but not to the same extent. Table 1
below shows brief comparison results 20 months post-fire.
Although few in number, open country species such as
Nankeen Kestrel, Yellow-throated Miner and Black-faced
Woodswallow dominated the site (HT2) north of the scarp
but were absent from sites on or below (south) of the
scarp probably due to the density of the vegetation at the
latter after two very wet years since the fire. The sites on
or below the scarp (Figure 2) appeared to be a year or two
in front of site HT2 with some re-colonisation by smaller
species occurring although the edge of the scarp is still very
bare (Figure 3). This has similarities to the post first year
succession of species described by Woinarski and Recher
(1997) who indicated that ‘the composition of the avifauna
tends to change as the structure and floristic composition of
the vegetation changes with growth and maturation’.
The course contributed one ABBC each day to the national
event, using areas close to the observatory. Although only
small in the overall context of the count, 216 birds of 25
species were recorded.
A competition to guess the total number of species that
would be seen during the course was held with the prize of a
year’s subscription to Eyrewaves going to the winner. A total
of 56 species were seen with Hidi winning the prize with a
‘guesstimate’ of 68.

Figure 4: Eyre Bird Observatory with its surrounding cloak of
mallee–such a difference from the burnt areas. Photo by Peter
Sandilands
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Table 1. Comparison results at selected sites 20 months after the December 2016 fire near Eyre Bird Observatory.
Site

Description

Burn
status

HT1

Open plain with scattered
shrubs and small trees

Unburnt

HT2

Open mallee woodland with
patches of bluebush and
saltbush. Strong resprouting
of mallees and other regrowth
including some species not seen
before

HT4

Burn
%

Avg no of
species in
October

No of
species in
October

Before fire

After fire

Comments

0

8

8

Although dry, expected species
for the weather and conditions
were seen. Of particular note
were the large numbers of Yellowthroated Miners

Burnt

100

12

5

Larger insectivorous species
only, particularly Yellow-throated
Miners

Open mallee woodland along
edge of scarp. No bluebush or
saltbush. Usually more densely
vegetated than site HT2. Strong
resprouting of mallees and
other regrowth including some
species not seen before

Burnt

100

12

3

These were all small to medium
sized insectivorous species
including one honeyeater

RP1

Open mallee woodland but
usually more densely vegetated
than sites on the Hampton
Tableland. Strong resprouting
of mallees and other regrowth
including some species not seen
before

Burnt

70

13

13

A reasonable mix of small and
medium species including a
number of honeyeaters. Many
found in the vicinity of the
unburnt patches. One granivorous
species (Major Mitchell's
Cockatoo) and one raptor (Brown
Goshawk)

RP2

Open mallee woodland. This
is usually the most densely
vegetated site and the thick
regrowth shows that it will
be again. Many young mallee
growing from seed in the swale

Burnt

90

15

10

A reasonable mix of small and
medium species including a
number of honeyeaters. Two
granivorous species (Brush
Bronzewing and Australian
Ringneck)

RP4

Open mallee woodland along
edge of scarp with greater
amounts of bluebush and
saltbush as distance from the
scarp increases

Unburnt

0

25

22

Expected suite of species for the
weather and conditions were
seen. Many Rainbow Bee-eaters
were noted.
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Glenlynn Cottages
80 Press Road, Glenlynn.
WA 6256
• Four, two bedroomed cottages, sleeping up to 6

people.
• Fully self contained.
• Wood heater and reverse cycle air
conditioning..
• Balcony and BBQ.
• Beautiful walks in the native forest adjoining
the property.
• Large dam and abundant bird life on 120 acres.
• Just 5km south of Beautiful Bridgetown and
close to Pemberton and the Southern
Forests.
• Special rates for group bookings

Australasian Darter, Ascot. Photo by David Free

Bridget & Tony Millington
Mbl: 0417 988 369
Ph: (08) 9761 2246

Coming events
BirdLife Western Australia
Code-of-conduct for campouts
This code-of-conduct is designed to make BWA
campouts pleasant, safe and enjoyable for everyone.
1. Please notify the BWA office if you plan to attend a
campout, leaving name, address, phone number and
an emergency contact.
2. Family pets should not be taken on campouts.
3. Each person should carry the ‘Lost Procedure’ card.
A compass or GPS is useful. Carry a whistle, CB radio
and matches/lighter which can be invaluable if you are
lost, or to raise an alarm.
4. Fill in the Attendance Record and the Medical
Disclosure form if required.
5. Participants wishing to leave any activities early
should ensure the leader is advised.
6. Campfires can only be used if permitted at the time
and must be fully extinguished prior to leaving the
camp area.
7. Members should ensure that their vehicle is
in roadworthy condition and they have adequate
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 170 June 2019

food, water and fuel, and suitable clothing including
footwear. Daily checks can be undertaken using the
‘POWER’ check guide, ie,
P = petrol/diesel fuel, O = oil, W = water, E =
electrical/battery, R = rubber/tyre pressures.
8. When travelling in convoy having your vehicle lights
urned on and always keeping the vehicle behind you
in sight, especially at turns, is good practice. If they
stop, check if help is required and advise the Leader.
9. The environment should be left in pristine
condition, and care should be taken not to disturb the
wildlife or stock animals. Always leave gates as you
have found them, ie, if they are open then leave them
open, if closed then close them.
Note: Communication can be enhanced when
travelling in convoy and when walking through
bushland to call-in interesting sightings by carrying
handheld two-way CB/UHF radios.
Revised July 2012
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Important note re campouts
Members anticipating attending campouts must notify the BirdLife WA Office (9383 7749) of the number in their party and when
they will arrive.
If you are unsure, put your name down as you can always cancel.
An emergency contact number should also be provided in case of accident.

New members
Please let the leaders know that you are a new member and don’t hesitate to ask for assistance with bird sightings.
Saturday 1 to Monday 3 June:
Western Australia Day campout,
Dryandra Woodland
Dryandra is one of the most important
bushland remnants in the wheatbelt, and
has over 100 species of birds including
Crested Shrike-tit and Bush Stone-curlew.
Dryandra is 164 km south-east of Perth
and 22 km north-west of Narrogin. From
Perth, travel down Albany Highway and
just past North Bannister turn left to
Wandering. Travel 3 km past Wandering
and turn into Fourteen Mile Brook Road
for 25 km and then turn left into Williams
York Road for 3 km.
We will be camping at the new
campground ‘Gnaala Mia’ and the entry
road is almost opposite the Congelin
Campground. It is well sign posted. This
is a popular weekend, even in June and
the campsites are on a first in first served
basis and cannot be booked. We are
anticipating that ten sites will be available
on Friday and you need to put your
name down for a campsite at the BirdLife
office. There are toilets and gas barbecue
facilities. Bring your own firewood and
water. Cost $11 per night and concession,
$7 per night.
The cottages in Dryandra Village were
fully booked at the time of writing.
Other accommodation may also be
available in Narrogin.
For those interested, on Saturday night (1
June) there is a very good evening guided
walk in the Barna Mia enclosure, where
many native animals are protected from
predators. To book, call DBCA at Narrogin
on 9881 9200 and the cost is $22 adults
and $16 concession.
Numbers will be limited to the number
of camping bays available and to those
who have accommodation in Narrogin or
nearby. Please call the BirdLife WA office
on 9383 7749 to put your name on the
list.
For members and guests only.
Leader: David Secomb
Page 56

Sunday 2 June: Manning Lake,
Spearwood
Half-day excursion

Saturday 15 June: Flynn Road,
Mundaring
Half/Full-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am in the car park, Azelia
Road, opposite the Azelia Ley Homestead
Museum, on the western side of the lake.
This is a semi-permanent wetland, with
a fringe of paperbark trees, noted for its
waterbirds. Bushbirds are also plentiful in
the reserve and in bush to the west.

Meet at 9:00 am at the corner of Flynn
Road and Great Eastern Highway, about
10 km past Sawyers Valley or 1 km on the
Perth side of The Lakes (the York turnoff).
We will look at several areas of Wandoo
woodland. Species seen here include
Western Yellow Robin, Restless Flycatcher
and Painted Button-quail.

For members and the general public.

Bring morning tea that you can carry.
Bring lunch if you would like continue with
us at a further area nearby.

Leader: Pauline Woolley

Thursday 6 June: Lake Monger,
Cambridge
Half-day excursion

For members and guests only.
Leader: Charles Merriam

Meet at 8:00 am at the car park at
the end of Dodd Street, which runs off
Harbourne Street. The walk around the
lake will take 2-3 hours. This is a good
opportunity to see many species of ducks,
waterbirds and some bushbirds. Resident
Variegated Fairy-wrens are often seen.
For members and general public.
Leader: Claire Gerrish

Saturday 22 June: John Oldham Park
(opposite the Mount Hospital)
Photogroup excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the John Oldham car
park, Mounts Bay Road. Parking is $4 per
hour unless you find somewhere cheaper
and walk.
For members and guests only
Leader: Lesley Macauley

Sunday 9 June: Garvey Park, Ascot
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am in the car park next
to the brown building on the left at the
end of Fauntleroy Ave, off Great Eastern
Highway. This area has a good variety
of waterbirds and bush birds. Species
recorded here have included Buff-banded
Rail, Spotless Crake, and Mistletoebird.
For members and guests only.
Leader: George Agar

Tuesday 11 June: Albany Regional
Group excursion
More details about destinations, where to
meet etc. will be made available on BWA
e-news. You can also check the Albany
Bird Group’s website http://sites.google.
com/site/albanybirds/Home
and Facebook page. Excursion leader will
be Anne Bondin (albanybirds@hotmail.
com). Feel free to contact the branch for
further information.

Sunday 23 June: Jandakot Regional
Park, Harrisdale
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am in the car park at Carey
Baptist College, Wright Road, Harrisdale.
Park near to Wright Road. We will cross
the road to access the park through a gap
gate.
This reserve has good tracks throughout
with varied vegetation including wetland
areas which may have some water in
them if we have had enough winter rain.
Many bushbirds have been seen including
Splendid Fairy-wren, Western Spinebill,
White-browed Scrubwren, Grey Shrikethrush, Fan-tailed and Shining BronzeCuckoos, Red-capped Parrot and Redtailed Black-Cockatoo. Wetland species
are also a possibility, as are several
species of raptor.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Debbie Walker
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Monday 24 June: Bold Park Eco
Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Plaxy Barratt will be speaking on Seabirds
and the Bremer Canyon.
Saturday 29 June: Yanchep National
Park
Half-day excursion
Meet at the Lakeview picnic area inside
the park at 9:00 am. Entry is $12 per
vehicle or $6 per vehicle for seniors.
Proceed through the entrance gate and
go left at the roundabout. There is a
large parking area and I suggest we meet
near the covered barbecue area that is
adjacent to the toilet block. There should
be a variety of bushbirds and waterbirds.
Yanchep National Park is part of the
Northern Swan Coastal Plain KBA for
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Clive Nealon

July: Peel-Mandurah excursion
Wannanup
Contact: Bill King: newbill13@bigpond.
com

onto Paganoni Road or the new Kwinana
Freeway extension onto Paganoni Road.
Parking is along Paganoni Road under the
powerlines.
We will be walking approximately 3 km
through threatened woodlands where
Western Yellow Robin and Grey Currawong
among many others have been seen in
this area of diverse habitats.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Chris Van Haeften

Tuesday 9 July: Little Rush Lake,
Samuel Caporn Reserve Yangebup
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am near the playground
on Grassbird Loop at the western side of
this small wooded lake. Little Rush Lake
is part of the Beeliar Regional Park. Turn
off North Lake Road into Osprey Drive,
right into Dotterel Way, then right into
Grassbird Loop. There is a path around
the lake, and we should see plenty of
waterbirds and bushbirds. Over 90 species
of birds have been seen here. Bring
morning tea.
For members and the general public.
Leaders: Jenny Sumpton & Lynley Davey

Sunday 7 July: Paganoni Swamp,
Karnup
Half-day excursion

Thursday 11 July: Albany Regional
Group excursion

Meet at 8:30 am on Paganoni Road
at the Mandurah Road end, under the
powerlines. Access is via Mandurah Road

More details about destinations, where to
meet etc. will be made available on BWA
e-news. You can also check the Albany

Bird Group’s website http://sites.google.
com/site/albanybirds/Home
and Facebook page. Excursion leader will
be Anne Bondin (albanybirds@hotmail.
com). Feel free to contact the branch for
further information.

Saturday 13 July: Lightning Swamp,
Noranda
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am at the gate in the SE
corner of the bushland on Della Road.
Lightning Swamp, part of Noranda Open
Space, is an area of seasonal wetlands
and Banksia woodland. The bushland
supports a range of species, including
some that are uncommon in smaller
reserves, such as the Western Thornbill,
Tawny-crowned Honeyeater and Redcapped Robin. Some areas will be
restricted due to the presence of dieback.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Clive Nealon

Sunday 14 July: Carine Swamp,
Carine
Half-day Photogroup excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park off Beach
Road, Carine. Over 120 species have
been recorded for this area. With good
winter rain we should see a selection of
waterbirds as well as many bushbirds and
various raptors.
We will be photographing the birds rather
than counting them.
For members and guests only.
Leaders: Jill and Andrew Hobbs

Sunday 21 July: Lesmurdie Falls,
Forrestfield
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am at the picnic area
car park off Falls Road. 4.5 km east of
the Welshpool Road East / Tonkin Hwy
intersection turn left on to Gladys Road,
then left onto George Road, left onto Ford
Road, right onto Nelson Crescent, then
left onto Falls Road. The picnic area is a
further 250 metres. We should see a good
selection of bushbirds and some stunning
views over the Swan Coastal Plain.
For members and guests only.
Common Bronzewing, Albany. Photo by David Free
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Leader: Caroline Mynott
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Monday July 22: Bold Park Eco
Centre, 165 Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Dr Vicki Stokes, Program Manager, BWA,
will speak on the Birds of Sri Lanka.

Saturday 27 July: St Ronan’s Nature
Reserve, York
Full-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am at the northern end of
St Ronan’s Nature Reserve on Wambyn
Road. Travel along Great Eastern Highway
and turn towards York at The Lakes on
Great Southern Highway. Travel about
28 km along Great Southern Highway
and turn left into Wambyn Road. We will
meet about 2 km along Wambyn Road
at the northern end of St Ronan’s Nature
Reserve.
Bring morning tea and lunch as we will
walk right around the reserve to visit all
habitats. There should be a good variety
of bushbirds.
For members and guests only.
Leaders: Robyn Pickering

Saturday 27 July: Uberin Rock,
Dowerin Shire
Full-day excursion
See WABBA Regional Group report, page
41 for details.

August: Peel-Mandurah excursion
Samphire Cove
Contact: Bill King: newbill13@bigpond.
com

Thursday 1 August: Baigup Wetlands,
Bayswater
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the car park near the
rowing club at the end of Milne Street in
Bayswater. Turn south-east off Guildford
Road into Milne Street and follow this
to the end, then turn right into the car
park. There is a variety of waterbirds and
bushbirds.
For members and the general public.
Leaders: Penny Lee and Richard Curtis

Road, north of Karrinyup Road. We should
see waterbirds and bushbirds, and raptors
are often seen here. Lake Gwelup is
within the Northern Swan Coastal Key
Biodiversity Area (KBA) for Carnaby’s
Black-Cockatoo.
For members and the general public.

e-news. You can also check the Albany
Bird Group’s website http://sites.google.
com/site/albanybirds/Home
and Facebook page. Excursion leader will
be Anne Bondin (albanybirds@hotmail.
com). Feel free to contact the branch for
further information.

Leader: Peter White

Saturday 10 August: Piesse Brook,
Kalamunda
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am at the junction of
Hummerston Road and Schipp Road
at the southern end of Kalamunda
National Park. Take Mundaring Weir
Road from Kalamunda, and turn left into
Hummerston Road. We should see Golden
and Rufous Whistlers, birds of prey and
other bushbirds in a lovely valley.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Stella Stewart-Wynne

Sunday 18 August: Queens
Park Regional Open Space, East
Cannington
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the gate opposite 261
Station Street, East Cannington, halfway
between Welshpool Road and Luyer
Avenue. Station Street is closed at many
points along its length so enter from
Welshpool Road or Luyer Avenue.
The Friends of Queens Park Bushland will
lead us through an area of natural Marri/
Banksia bushland containing a modified
watercourse. The Friends have recorded
100 bird species in this area. The walk
will take 2-3 hours but is on mostly flat
ground.

Saturday 10 August: Warradale Road
and Collins Road
Full-day Photographic excursion (pm
optional)

For members and guests only.

Meet at 8:30 am on the corner of
Warradale Road and Walker Road. Take
State Route 40, Brookton Highway.
Travelling SE on Brookton Highway,
Warradale Road is 42.5 km from the
intersection of Brookton Highway and
Canning Road. From Brookton Highway
turn right into Warradale Road and
continue for 3.7 km to Walker Road which
is the first road on the left. Well over 100
species have been recorded for these two
locations, good places for Western Yellow
Robin, Yellow-plumed Honeyeater and
Blue-breasted Fairy-wren. Also possible
for Crested Shrike-tit.

Saturday – Monday 24 – 26 August:
Mt Jackson, Yilgarn Shire
3-day excursion

You will be walking through light scrub so
wear suitable footwear. We will stop for
a late morning tea before heading on to
Collins Road, Flint.

Leader: Sian Mawson

See WABBA Regional Group report, page
41 for details.

Sunday 25 August: Bickley Brook,
Orange Grove
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am in the Hardinge Park
public car park, Hardinge Road. Nine
species of parrots, Red-eared Firetail and
a reasonable range of other bushbirds
have been recorded on previous
excursions to the area.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Clive Nealon

Call Ken to advise of your attendance –
0419 967 606.
There will be no conducted ‘walk’ or bird
count as we will be photographing the
birds.
For members and guests only.

Monday 26 August: Bold Park Eco
Centre, 165 Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Speaker TBA.

Leader: Ken Glasson
Sunday 4 August: Lake Gwelup,
Stirling
Half-day excursion

Tuesday 13 August: Albany Regional
Group excursion

Saturday 31 August: Victoria
Reservoir, Canning Mills
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am in the car park at the
corner of Stoneman Street and Huntriss

More details about destinations, where to
meet etc. will be made available on BWA

Meet at 8:30 am in the car park beside
the information board at the entrance to
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the dam. From Perth, travel east along
Welshpool Road and Welshpool Road
East to the T-junction at Canning Road,
turn right and travel for about 400 m to
Masonmill Road. Turn right into Masonmill
Road and continue along this road for
about 600 m, following the signs to the
dam past the Masonmill Gardens function
centre, to the entrance to the car park.
We will follow the walking track down to
the dam. This walk is of moderate length,
perhaps 5 km, but it does contain some
steep steps that need to be negotiated
both down and then up, so it does require
a moderate level of fitness.
For members and guests.
Leader: Claire Gerrish

September: Peel-Mandurah excurson:
Erskine Lake
Contact: Bill King: newbill13@bigpond.
com

to maintain our stance against the
mining of this wonderful woodland. This
survey requires a 4x4 vehicle and to be
self-sufficient with water, food, fuel and
camping gear.
For further information please contact the
coordinators at gww@birdlife.org.au

Saturday 7 September: North Lake,
North Lake
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the car park near
the north end of Progress Drive. Coming
from Perth on Kwinana Freeway, take the
Farrington Road exit going right towards
Fremantle. Coming from the south, take
the South Street exit going left towards
Fremantle, turn left into Murdoch Drive
and right into Farrington Road. Progress
Drive is the first left after the lights at
Bibra Drive.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Alan Watson

Sunday 1 to Monday 9 September:
Great Western Woodlands Survey
Helena and Aurora Ranges and
Jilbadji
We need regular bird surveys of the
Helena and Aurora Ranges area in order

Monday 9 - Saturday 21 September:
Ravensthorpe Wildflower Festival
See page 35 for more details.
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Tuesday 10 September: Albany
Regional Group excursion
More details about destinations, where to
meet etc. will be made available on BWA
e-news. You can also check the Albany
Bird Group’s website http://sites.google.
com/site/albanybirds/Home
and Facebook page. Excursion leader will
be Anne Bondin (albanybirds@hotmail.
com). Feel free to contact the branch for
further information.

Thursday 12 September: Star Swamp,
North Beach, Stirling
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park at the
end of Mary Street, Waterman. To get
there, turn off West Coast Highway at
Mary Street, and drive to the car park.
Alternatively, from Marmion Avenue,
turn to the west into Beach Road, left
into Ethel Street and then left into Mary
Street.
Species that may be found here include
Purple-backed Fairy-wren, Southern
Boobook and Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo.
Star Swamp is part of the Northern Swan
Coastal Plain KBA for Carnaby’s BlackCockatoo and has Tuart and Banksia
woodland and heath. A variety of raptors
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and bushbirds can be seen. Over 82
species of birds have been recorded here.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Michael Hancock

Saturday 14 September: Lake
Leschenaultia, Chidlow
Half-day excursion
Meet at 9:00 am at the car park at
Lake Leschenaultia. Travel 10.5 km past
Mundaring on Great Eastern Highway and
turn left into Old Northam Road and it
is 2 km into Chidlow. At the roundabout
turn left into Thomas Road, and after 300
m turn right towards Lake Leschenaultia
(signposted) along Rosedale Road. After
2 km turn left into the park. It is now free
to enter the park. Inside the gate bear
left and keep going until you reach the
main car park.
A 6 km walk on an excellent track takes
us through Jarrah, Marri and Wandoo
woodland where 77 species have been
recorded.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Charles Merriam

Sunday 15 to Saturday 21 September:
Great Western Woodlands survey
Transline with possible extension to
Naretha Bore
The Transline transect follows the railway
line from Kalgoorlie to the east. Naretha
Bore is noted for the presence of the
Naretha Blue Bonnet Parrot and although
not usually included in this survey an
extension is tempting.
This survey requires a 4x4 vehicle and to
be self- sufficient with water, food, fuel
and camping gear.
For further information please contact the
coordinators at gww@birdlife.org.au

Wednesday 18 September: Wearne
Road, North Bannister
Full-day Photographic excursion (pm
optional)
Meet at 8:30 am on the corner of Wearne
Road and Albany Highway. Wearne Road
is on the left about 37 km south of the
corner of Jarrahdale Road and Albany
Highway and immediately before the sign
‘North Bannister 2 km’.
We will meet up here and then travel
approximately 10 km down Wearne Road
to the excursion location. We will explore
the Wandoo woodlands looking for robins,
babblers and other bushbirds. After
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Juvenile Red-capped Parrot, Albany. Photo by David Free
morning tea, we will look at another area
nearby.
There will be no conducted ‘walk’ or bird
count as we will be photographing the
birds.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Tony Richards

Saturday 21 September: Herdsman
Lake, Stirling
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park at the
northern end of the lake. The entry to
the car park is located on Jon Sanders
Drive between Selby Street North and
Stevenson Avenue. As you drive in, the
car park we will use is on the right.

Sunday 29 September: Bakers Hill
Zoo Reserve, Northam Shire
Full-day excursion
Meet at 8.30 am at the corner of
Berrybrow Road and Colongine Road,
Bakers Hill. For people coming from Perth,
turn right onto Berrybrow Road from
Great Eastern Highway, just as you enter
the Bakers Hill townsite.
This is a property of 820 acres of
bushland which has been left to the Perth
Zoo, and they would like to know what
birds are present. Please bring a CB radio
if you have one.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Sue Abbotts

Herdsman Lake is one of Perth’s waterbird
refuges that never dries up and is located
within the Northern Swan Coastal Plain
Important Bird Area for Carnaby’s BlackCockatoo. Bring your telescope if you
have one.

October: Peel-Mandurah excursion:
Wellard Wetlands

For members and the general public.

Sunday 13 October: Toodyay bush
block, Toodyay Shire
Full day excursion

Leader: Claire Gerrish

Monday 23 September: Bold Park
Eco Centre, 165 Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Dr Graham Cam, President, BirdLife
Photography, will speak on the role of
photography in conservation awareness.

Contact: Bill King: newbill13@bigpond.
com

See WABBA Regional Group report, page
41 for details.

November: Peel-Mandurah excursion
Creery Wetlands
Contact: Bill King: newbill13@bigpond.
com
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Monday 4 to Friday 8 November (5
days): Esperance
Mid-week campout

the day of departure the group will arrive
at the jetty and the crew will have a
manifest with our names on it.

Locations to be visited during the
campout include Cape le Grande National
Park, Helms Arboretum, Lake Wheatfield,
Monjingup Lake and Woody Island.
Brown Quail, Rock Parrot and Red-eared
Firetail have been recorded on the island
and a special early departure has been
provided for the group. We will be based
at the Esperance Bay Holiday Park, 162
Dempster Street, Esperance. Previous
campouts have recorded a high number of
species.

The cost is $95.00 per person, $80.00
with a seniors concession. To book,
contact Woody Island Eco Tours
(Telephone:0484 327 580). Let them
know you are booking for the BirdLife
Western Australia visit by quoting booking
reference 73D117 and they will guide
you through the payment process. The
trip takes approximately half an hour and
is scheduled for Monday 4 November.
However, if weather conditions do not
allow us to travel that day it will be rescheduled later in the week.

If you wish to attend the campout, please
follow the steps below:
Step 1: Ring the BirdLife Western
Australia office (telephone 9383 7749)
and place your name on the list .
Step 2: Contact the Esperance Bay
Holiday Park (telephone 9071 2237) to
book accommodation. Facilities range
from camping and caravan sites to cabins,
holiday units and chalets.
Let them know you are with BirdLife
Western Australia as we have been
offered a generous discount. You can also
contact the holiday park by e-mail on
info@esperancebayholidaypark.com.au.
This is a popular holiday destination so
book early to ensure you don’t miss out.
Step 3: The boat trip to Woody Island
must be paid for in advance so that on

There will be an entry fee at Cape le
Grande National Park so if you have a
national parks pass bring it with you.
A briefing will be held in the campers’
kitchen (subject to availability) on
Sunday 3 November at 5:45 pm. Bring
your favourite food and best hat for the
Melbourne Cup Day BBQ.
Members and guests only. Numbers will
be limited to 30 people.
Leader: Peter Sandilands

December: Peel-Mandurah excursion:
End-of-year Sundowner
Contact: Bill King: newbill13@bigpond.
com

Crossword No. 39
answers
ACROSS

1 corella, 4 autumn, 8 sternum, 11 observatory, 12 grey,
13 arid, 15 orange, 16 tall, 17 own, 19 hover, 21 smell, 27
nos, 28 Columbidae, 29 non-passerines.
DOWN
1 congregate, 2 low, 3 aim, 5 use, 6 nominate, 7 island,
9 rosella, 10 debate, 14 canoe, 18 plumes, 20 rescue, 22
mulga, 23 warn, 24 scan, 25 pier, 26 barn.
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Sat – Mon 24 – 26 Aug: Mt Jackson, Yilgarn Shire, 3 day
excursion
Sun 25 Aug: Bickley Brook, Orange Grove, Half-day excursion
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I enclose a cheque/money order payable to ‘BirdLife Australia’
OR
Debit my Mastercard

___ ___ ___ ___

......../.........
Expiry date

o

___ ___ ___ ___

Visa

Tue 10 Sep: Albany Regional Group excursion
Thu 12 Sep: Star Swamp, North Beach, Stirling, Half-day
excursion

o

___ ___ ___ ___

Mon 9 - Sat 21 Sep: Ravensthorpe Wildflower Festival

Sat 14 Sep: Lake Leschenaultia, Chidlow, Half-day excursion

___ ___ ___ ___

....................................................................
Cardholder’s name (please print)

Sun 15 to Sat 21 Sep: Great Western Woodlands survey,
Transline with possible extension to Naretha Bore
Wed 18 Sep: Wearne Road, North Bannister, Full-day
Photographic excursion (pm optional)
Sat 21 Sep: Herdsman Lake, Stirling, Half-day excursion
Mon 23 Sep: Bold Park Eco Centre, 165 Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat, Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Sun 29 Sep: Bakers Hill Zoo Reserve, Northam Shire, Full-day
excursion

.......................................................................
Signature of Cardholder
6/2019
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Oct: Peel-Mandurah excursion, Wellard Wetlands
Sun 13 Oct: Toodyay bush block, Toodyay Shire, Full day
excursion
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Members in the field

(above left) viewing from Mount Chudalup and (above right) looking at sittellas, Northcliffe campout (see report, page 45).Photo by
Christine Wilder

In the kitchen, Jaurdi campout (see report, page 47). Photo by
Xenia Dennett

Baird’s Sandpiper, Lake Walyungup. Photo by John Baas
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Surveying 5000 birds at Site 14 Dampier (see report, page 17).
Photo by Brent Tobin

Hooded Robin, Jaurdi campout (see report, page
47). Photo by Al Hidi and Alfred Lau
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(above left) Pectoral Sandpiper, Herdsman Lake, 21 January 2019. Photo by John Baas
(above centre and right) White Wagtail, Rottnest (see Observations, page 10). Photos by John Baas

The Fairy Tern at the end of the tunnel, Rous Head, Fremantle (see report, page 4). Photo
by Claire Greenwell
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