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birds are in our nature

These two maps are included as examples of the data being available for
the Black-Cockatoo Conservation Project. (see report, p20)
Left: Figure 4. Projection of satellite data for the Coomallo Creek
transmitter birds for the month of January 2018. Fledgling CC 88 (green),
Adult CC 51 (orange) and Adult CC 90 (red).
Above: Figure 11. Projection of GPS data for CC 57 for the month of
January.

Leucistic Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo,
Bunbury. Photo by Alan Burdett (see
report, p39)

Front cover: Eastern Yellow Wagtail, Rushy Point, Albany. Photo by Rod Smith (see report, page 13)

Page 2

Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 166 June 2018

Western Australian Branch of
BirdLife Australia
Office: Peregrine House
167 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat WA 6014
Hours:

Monday-Friday 9:30 am to 12.30 pm
Telephone: (08) 9383 7749

E-mail:

wa@birdlife.org.au

BirdLife WA web page: www.birdlife.org.au/wa
Chair:

Mr Viv Read

BirdLife Western Australia is the WA Branch of the national
organisation, BirdLife Australia. We are dedicated to creating a
brighter future for Australian birds.

Executive Committee, 2018
Chair:		

Mr Viv Read

Vice Chair:

Dr Mike Bamford

Secretary:

Felice Morcombe

Treasurer:

vacant

Committee: Alasdair Bulloch, Max Goodwin, Jan Grimoldby,
Mark Henryon, Lou Scampoli, Jennifer Sumpton and one
vacancy

General meetings: Held at the Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry
Lakes Drive, Floreat, commencing 7:30
pm on the 4th Monday of the month
(except December) – see ‘Coming events’
for details.
Executive meetings: Held at Peregrine House on the 2nd
Monday of the month. Communicate any
matters for consideration to the Chair.

Western Australian Bird Notes
Print ISSN 1445-3983
Online ISSN 2206-8716
Joint WABN Editors: Allan Burbidge
Tel: (08) 9405 5109 (w)
Tel/Fax: (08) 9306 1642 (h)
Fax: (08) 9306 1641 (w)
E-mail: allanb99@bigpond.net.au
Suzanne Mather
Tel: (08) 9389 6416
E-mail: suzannemather@bigpond.com
Production:

Margaret Philippson

Printing and distribution: Daniels Printing Craftsmen
Tel: (08) 9204 6800 danielspc.com.au

Notes for Contributors
The Editors request contributors to note:

Southern Scrub-robin, Hopetoun campout. Photo by Alan Watson
(see report, p43)

• WABN publishes material of interest to the WA Branch;
• contributions should be written or typed with double
spacing—a copy on disk or emailed would assist, especially
if in MS Word as a document without styles; do not embed
pictures or graphics in MS Word;
• contributions to be sent direct to the Editors, either at the
office or by email:
Sue Mather: suzannemather@bigpond.com
Allan Burbidge: allanb99@bigpond.net.au

Contents
4.

25. Members’ contributions

• except for Observations, contributions will be published
unless the contributor is informed to the contrary;

Waterbird observations at
Wheatbelt lakes

7.

Letters to the Editors

• Full Editorial Policy is in WABN 74:10-12;

34. Notices

9.

Book review

36. New members

• WABN uses BirdLife Australia recommended English names;

• WABN is not peer reviewed.

Printing Deadlines (at BirdLife WA Office)
September 2018 issue: 1 August
December 2018 issue: 1 November
March 2019 issue: 1 February
June 2019 issue: 1 May

Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 166 June 2018

33. Crossword

11. Observations

37. Country branches

15. BirdLife WA reports

42. Excursion reports

22. Across the Nullarbor:
News from National Office

47. Observatory reports

23. Naming of birds

53. Crossword answers

24. Obituaries

49. Coming events
54. Calendar of events
Page 3

Waterbird observations at Wheatbelt lakes
The start of 2017 brought heavy rainfall throughout the
wheatbelt, resulting in widespread flooding. Further rain in
the winter ensured the ground was saturated and all the
inland lakes were full, with water extending well into the
surrounding vegetation.
Bird life responded to these ideal conditions by breeding
extensively and I went out surveying these lakes to observe
these events closely; after all, we do not get this opportunity
often. The lakes are generally only partially filled or dry,
which is more often the case. I recount some of my findings
and observations made during the year 2017/2018.

Lake King
My first visit to Lake King was on 27 February 2017 where
I found a small Banded Stilt colony of 200 pairs attempting
to nest on a small island approximately 1 km north of the
causeway. The causeway was surrounded by water with
a depth of 1.4 m at its deepest point. I decided to canoe
to the island and located approximately 80 fresh, shallow
unlined Banded Stilt nests with one nest containing three
freshly laid eggs. On the same island, though separate from
the Banded Stilt colony, were 21 Red-necked Avocet nests
scattered along the eastern section of the island with most
nests between 2 and 3 metres apart and supporting full
clutches of four eggs. Only one nest contained two eggs and
four nests contained three eggs. I noticed, whilst conducting
the surveys, that Red-necked Avocets were also breeding on
other islands although in smaller, less concentrated numbers.
When I checked these other small islands, they revealed
two to four Red-necked Avocets nests per island, all with full
clutches of four eggs. No Silver Gulls were observed during
the surveys.
Red-necked Avocet nests were located on exposed samphire
clumps and contained full clutches of four eggs. Based on
my surveys and counts I estimate 150 pairs of Red-necked
Avocets were nesting. It should be noted that pairs were still
arriving at the Lake King system.
A follow up survey was conducted at the Lake King site on
6 March 2017. I revisited the Banded Stilt colony but there
was no sign of Banded Stilts and the breeding attempt
looked abandoned. Reece Pedler, who is conducting research
into Banded Stilts, mentioned he had found small breeding
attempts of less than 500 pairs, although all the ones he
had observed had subsequently been abandoned prior to
hatching. He had never seen a successful Banded Stilt colony
with less than ~2,000 pairs.
The Red-necked Avocets were now supporting newly hatched
young, indicating a successful breeding attempt as the young
were everywhere, especially on the islands where there was
no evidence of predatory activity. The lake was receding, but
not at a rapid rate, with much of the water being over 1 m in
depth. Several other isolated islands were checked for other
breeding activity with two Grey Teal nests located in dense
samphire; one clutch contained 12 eggs and the other eight
eggs.

Lake Grace
On 5 March 2017 surveys were conducted on the Lake Grace
system, resulting in the recording of 12 Red-necked Avocet
nests. Of these, four were still under construction and two
nests supported two eggs with the other six nests supporting
four eggs. The key nesting sites were on a small island
with little samphire. Most nests were in the open on raised
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ground. The water level (15 cm) around the islands was
dropping at an incredible rate.
Lake Grace was revisited on 13 March 2017. My first
observations were that water levels had dropped and on the
exposed wet, muddy surface I could see fox prints leading
to the island. All nests had been abandoned with no sign of
Red-necked Avocets.

Lake Newdegate
Surveys were carried out throughout the extensive
Newdegate Lake Systems with many lakes filling for the first
time since the 1980s. I have surveyed one particular lake
extensively and monitored this from 6 March 2017 to 26
November 2017. I visited this lake every second Saturday
and witnessed many amazing breeding events.
On my arrival at the lake on 6 March 2017 water levels were
high and a canoe was required to reach an isolated island
which measured 350 metres in length and 25 metres at its
widest point. The island had an incredibly diverse and rich
population of Australian shorebirds and waterbirds.
Hoary-headed Grebes were found nesting in fairly tight
colonies with some nests only 1 metre apart. All nests
were anchored to partly submerged samphire. Around the
entire island a total of 75 Hoary-headed Grebe nests were
recorded with clutches consisting of between four and six
eggs, all a chalky blue-white colour indicating the first week
of incubation. As the incubation period progressed the eggs
become darker and darker.
Pied (Black-winged) Stilt was found to nest in large, loose
colonies on the island supporting mixed open samphire.
Many nests were within pecking distance of other pairs. A
total of 110 pairs was identified with 52 nests ranging in first
day of nest construction to nests with full clutches of four
eggs. Red-necked Avocet pairs were nesting amongst the
colony of Pied Stilts with 18 nests identified, with two to four
eggs per nest.
Towards the north-eastern section of the island, and at its
narrowest point of 10 metres, a compact colony of nesting
Red-kneed Dotterels was located with 15 nests containing
full clutches of four eggs and one nest with five eggs. This
is the first time I have ever recorded a Red-kneed Dotterel
clutch of five eggs. All Red-kneed Dotterel nests were well
camouflaged, being placed under samphire shrubs and lined
with small pieces of dry samphire.
A further search of the island revealed two Black Swan nests
each with seven eggs. The nesting mounds were approx.
380- 400 mm high and placed on the middle of the island.
Searches of the flooded samphire towards the western
section of the island revealed a well camouflaged nest of
six eggs belonging to the Australian Spotted Crake. On a
section of the island supporting extensive open white sandy
soils, four Red-capped Plovers had nests each with two eggs.
These were in open areas with no cover and all four Redcapped Plover nests were lined with small rocks and dry
vegetation.
A visit made to the Newdegate Lake system on 15 December
2017 resulted in the discovery of a small loose colony of
Musk Ducks nesting within a 20 metre radius of flooded
paper barks, in water 350 mm deep. Four nests were placed
within the forks of live paper barks. The poorly constructed
nests of twigs and sticks were lined with minimal white
down. Three of the four small shallow bowls supported hoods
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loosely constructed of twigs. Of the four
Musk Duck nests, three contained three
eggs and one had two eggs. Musk Ducks
seem to be the latest of the duck species to
breed on the inland lakes. This information
seems to differ from the general description
that Musk Duck is a solitary breeder and
has a well-covered nest.
Eurasian Coot nests were located on
the eastern side of the island in flooded
samphire. Three nests were located with
each consisting of quite a substantial
structure of grasses and stubble carried
from farming areas approximately
500 metres from the island. Two nests
contained seven eggs and one nest
contained ten eggs.
The island was isolated and surrounded
by water of 1.4 to 1.6 metres deep. At the
start of the survey period no feral animal
activity was identified on the island and
breeding took place uninterrupted. A close
inspection of the island did reveal mice
activity and isolated individuals of Bobtail
Lizards, probably stranded by the floods.

Hoary-headed Grebe nest in tree trunk, Katanning. Photo by Steve Elson
Editors’ note: We do not encourage photography at nest sites, but Steve has
assured us that the birds were not significantly disturbed, and this is a particularly
unusual nest site for a grebe.

Lake Coyrecup
At Lake Coyrecup, as was the case at the Newdegate Lakes,
Australian Spotted Crakes were observed in late December
2017, with behaviour making me think of Australian
Shelduck moulting. There were quite a few adult crakes that
apparently could not fly properly. When flushed they would
only fly about a metre high and then drop back into the
samphire. I noticed that many primary wing feathers were
missing and had the feeling they had perhaps congregated
to moult. They often seemed to seek shelter rather than fly
away. Their general plumage had a scraggy look.
In mid-December 2017 there were still 200 Black-tailed
Native-hens at a fresh water lake 15 km north-east of
Ongerup.

had four eggs, 12 nests had five eggs, and 11 nests had six
eggs.
Most of the full clutches were at the early stages of
incubation as the eggs did not present the typical chocolate
brown colour that indicates late stages of incubation. The
nests were mostly constructed from fine twigs and sticks of
sheoaks, and the nest chambers were lined with small pieces
of mosses, onion weed bulbs and paper bark. Two nests
were located in hollow trunks of dead trees partly submerged
in water. All of the nests were in a loose colony within the
south eastern section of the lake. In one section of the lake
ten nests were found within a 20 metre radius.
Follow up surveys will be conducted when chicks are present
to determine the recruitment/success rate of hatchlings.
Steve Elson

Packard Road Lake (near Lake
Ewlyamartup)
On 4 January 2018 I surveyed the Packard Road Lake north
of the Katanning-Nyabing Road near Lake Ewlyamartup.
The lake was still relatively full and 1.4 metres deep at its
deepest point with a consistent depth of 400 to 500 mm
around the edges of the lake, currently supporting brackish
water with a tannin colour resulting from extensive deposits
of leaves from sheoak trees and paper barks. The lake is
approximately 25 hectares in size, supporting healthy stands
of flooded paperbarks and dense populations of flooded
sheoak trees. This lake had a large population of breeding
Hoary-headed Grebes. A total of 76 active nests were
recorded with 54 of the nests within the bases of sheoaks
growing in water 450 mm deep. Many nests were tightly
wedged between the growing trunks of the sheoak trees.
Of the 76 nests, 25 contained one egg and observations of
the adult birds indicated that the birds were adding material
to the nest during the laying period. A further 14 nests
contained two eggs, eight nests had three eggs, six nests
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Hoary-headed Grebe, Lake Claremont. Photo
from WABN Digital Library: David Free
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Letters to the Editors
Dear Editors
Correction to WABN 165
I found my latest copy of WA Bird Notes waiting when I
arrived home on Friday after work. I have since read it and
have found what I believe to be another error.

Juvenile/immature Pied Stilt H. leucocephalus never have
a clear white head but have varying grey parts dependent
on age; these later become black. It would seem that the
observers saw both Pied and Banded Stilts but were unaware
they were seeing two different species together.

The photo below Eyre Bird
Observatory report (page
45) is captioned ‘Pied
Stilt, Eyre’. This appears
to be a photo of Banded
Stilt Cladorhynchus
leucocephalus. On reading
the text it would seem that
the authors are at fault
due to mis-identification.
To quote “Sometimes they
were adults and yet at
other times a number of
juveniles yet to get their Caption from WABN 165:45: “Pied Stilt, Eyre (see also p56), Photo by
black napes”.
Rachel Hill”

I am a little perturbed
that some readers
might be led to believe
that what they see in
the photo are indeed
juvenile Pied Stilts. I
think these birds are first
year Banded Stilts as
I see no hint of a band
suggesting adult non
breeding.
Most humble apologies
should it be my error.
Les George

Preston Environment Group Bush Retreat
Preston Environment Group (PEG) has
developed a bush retreat ‘Eco Shelter
Nature Retreat’ situated on 25 hectares
of National Trust jarrah/marri forest,
and where teachers/students/social
groups (up to 6) interested in the natural
environment, can immerse themselves
in citizen science, flora/fauna surveys,
birdwatching, bushtucker, bush medicine
or forest ecology/biodiversity.
Tariffs are reasonable and go towards
conservation management.
The retreat is located high in the Darling
Scarp near Ferguson Valley (30kms
south-east of the City of Bunbury) and is
powered by renewable energy.
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 166 June 2018

Contact Peter Murphy,
email: kiahcreek@bigpond.com
or telephone 043 997 6507
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visit www.naturetrek.co.uk
email info@naturetrek.co.uk
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call 0011 44 1962 733051

Book review
POCKET FIELD GUIDE TO BIRDLIFE
OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA
By Michael Morcombe
2017. Published by Pascal
Press: Glebe, NSW.
Paperback, $24.00 at
Peregrine House. ISBN:
9781925243314.
It is often difficult to decide
where to draw the boundaries
on regional biological guides—
administrative boundaries rarely
align with biogeographical
boundaries, and the plants
and animals don’t read the
maps in any case. However,
Western Australia covers a third
of Australia, and with natural
geographical barriers like the
Nullarbor and the desert interior
we have many distinct species and subspecies not found in
other states. Hence a WA field guide makes a lot of sense.
Michael Morcombe has delved into this space, creating a
series of state-based field guides, of which the Western
Australian one is being reviewed here.
I must confess, I have a love for Morcombe’s Field Guides—
as a beginner, the full-size Field Guide to the Birds of
Australia was my first real field guide, and the full size and
compact versions have great aspects to them that make me
still recommend them even today. I am pleased to see the
elements that make Morcombe’s other publications excellent
and easy-to-use resources are still present in this version.
Morcombe’s guides have hands-down the most useful
species maps, with their graduations that indicate likelihood
of encountering species, giving a very clear sense of core
habitat and edge of range. The colour-coded tabs to identify
similar groups of birds—parrots, honeyeaters, raptors, etc.—
are also highly useful, particularly to those recalcitrants (like
myself) who hate to resort to looking up things in the index.
The guide is compact, and sturdy—the plastic dust cover is a
boon to wet-weather birding, and the pockets make it ideal
for sticking scraps of paper, bird lists, feathers etc. in to. By
comparison, my much newer CSIRO Australian Bird Guide is
looking battered after only light use, whereas the cover of
my ten-year-old full-size Morcombe, while obviously wellloved, is still intact.
The criticism I most commonly hear about Morcombe’s
earlier offerings relates to the plates—that the use of pencil
drawings makes the species look less realistic, that the
colours on some species are questioned, and the inability
to show clean, smooth plumage versus more speckled
plumage (think of the difference between the dorsal plumage
of non-breeding Red-necked Stint versus Long-toed Stint,
for example). Critics will be disappointed to see the plates
remain the same as the earlier guides, however I don’t find
them as big a deal as some make it out to be. The vagaries
of lighting mean that plates rarely look exactly as the birds
do, and the purpose of a field guide is as an identification
aid, and Morcombe’s annotated plates do efficiently
emphasise and illuminate the distinguishing features.
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 166 June 2018

With this series of regional guides, Morcombe made the
decision to excise shorebirds and seabirds and offshore
island endemics, instead combining them in a separate
volume. In his explanation of this decision, Morcombe
admirably cites wanting to avoid duplication between
different regional guides, but I feel this is a mismatch
with the needs of his intended audience. The most likely
people to purchase this guide are sedentary, state-based
birders, visitors to the area, or travelling birders who are
trying to reduce the weight of their portable reference
library. Such audiences would likely be attracted to a single,
comprehensive volume to the state’s avifauna, rather than
carrying two (albeit slim) volumes. Furthermore, the idea
that wide-roaming birders would opt for collecting the entire
set rather than grabbing a single comprehensive volume
doesn’t seem highly likely to me either.
Although shorebirds and seabirds most definitely pose
identification challenges to the average birder, for a
destination like Western Australia, where shorebirds
frequent not just the coastal margins but also the seasonally
inundated interior, separating mainland bushbirds from the
others may prove short-sighted.
A delightful feature of this regional guide is the inclusion of
a showcase of endemics and species of interest, including
photographs, species descriptions and some insightful notes
about their behaviour that really highlight Morcombe’s love
for some of these special Western Australians. As well as
descriptions of habitat and lists of reasonably reliable places
to find them, Morcombe is helpful and yet sensitive to the
threatened status of some of these birds—tips for when to go
looking and what to listen for are provided, although specific
pinpointed locations are not. This showcase is supplemented
by a table at the end of the book that provides GPS
coordinates for these locations, although tighter editing of
this may have corrected some spelling and cross-referencing
glitches.
It is mostly in the editing, rather than the base content, that
lets this guide down slightly. Visually, what jars the most are
the oddities in formatting the guide’s narrow pages. Some
groups of species are crammed onto the pages—Welcome
Swallow and Tree Martin get four pictures, with each
species taking up about a third of a page, whereas the four
illustrations of Splendid Fairy-wren hog an entire page, with
a heap of white space around them.
The labelling on the maps would have benefited from a
second edit too. Some maps with multiple subspecies fail
to identify which colour corresponds to which subspecies
(White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike), some maps with only one
subspecies displayed have multiple legend entries (Shy
Heathwren, White-throated Gerygone), include legend
entries that aren’t displayed on the map (Masked Owl), or
are inconsistent in identifying the non-nominate race found
in WA (Little Friarbird versus White-eared Honeyeater).
The decision to group birds similar in appearance rather than
purely by taxonomy has some odd consequences, not just in
messing with this reviewer’s OCD. For example, comparison
between Neophema species is made difficult as the three
WA representatives of the genus do not appear side by side,
even the often-confused Rock and Elegant Parrots. The
intention of this is not clear, and it doesn’t appear to revolve
solely around page formatting.
Taxonomy is always the enemy of the biology author—no
sooner is a field guide published or a new edition printed
than a newly-accepted split or lump renders it out of date.
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The taxonomy of Australian birds has been particularly
susceptible to this of late—work of the prolific Leo Joseph,
amongst others, in deciphering the genetic relationships
between our widespread species continue to play havoc with
our avian classification. While birders will argue about the
use of this or that taxonomy, there is no clear consensus at
any level—even WA state departments don’t find agreement.
Morcombe follows the line of splitting the difference between
BirdLife Australia’s Working List (v2.0) and IOC version 7.1
(2017). Taxonomic pedants sharpen your pitchforks.

Looking for a gift for
yourself or a friend?

WA is lucky now to have two modern, solid WA-focussed
bird guide options, this guide alongside Simon Nevill’s
photographic-only offering. Overall, this is a solid guide,
retaining the excellent features that make the other
Morcombe guides such useful field companions. Those
finding fault with previous editions will likely find the same
faults here, as there appears to have been little change to
content or quirks. A second edition will hopefully iron out
some of the odd formatting decisions, but those don’t detract
from the quality of the content, and the usefulness of this
compact, sturdy guide in helping you locate and identify the
birds of Western Australia.
Best for: Visitors to WA, beginners or those just chasing a
compact guide for WA’s bushbirds,
Not for: Those after a single guide who spend a reasonable
amount of time also looking at seabirds and shorebirds.
Best aspects: ease of use, size and weight, robustness,
birding location tips
Let down by: some odd formatting decisions.
Dr Tegan Douglas, WA Citizen Science
Project Coordinator

A locally written book by Pete Burgess that presents a new
slant on birding in Suburban Raptors may be of interest.
He is not a scientist but an astute observer of his subject,
raptors living right here in Perth and its suburbs in both
unexpected and familiar locations.
This 148 page book contains 186 very sharp images,
taken by the author, that depict numerous behaviours and
interactions between the species that have adapted to city
living. These photos, which can assist with bird identification,
are supported by interesting and informative text.
This is a very readable A4 size book that has been well
compiled. It is also good for browsing as a coffee table book.
The author suggests it is ‘a great way to meet the birds’.
There are 24 raptor species in Australia and these pages
reveal that 15 of them are very close at hand to us all.
Available from BirdLife WA Office at $50 a copy.
Lynley Davey

Quality of digital photographs
IMPORTANT —PLEASE READ!

When submitting photos for use in WABN, please send a high quality image, eg, 300
ppi, with a file size of at least 600 kb (preferably over 1 mb).
It is suggested that the settings on your digital camera be changed to the maximum resolution
(setting).
Another area that could cause a problem is that some e-mail programs automatically reduce the
file size, so these settings could be adjusted to maintain the original file size.
When e-mailing images, please attach them to an e-mail and not embedded in a Word
document or in the e-mail itself.
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Observations
This list has been compiled by the WA
Records Officer with input from the
WA Records Committee. Metropolitan
suburbs or shires are in parentheses.
Please report interesting observations
to the WA Records Officer, John Graff
(wasightings@birdlife.org.au) or to
the BirdLife WA office (9383 7749).
Sightings are included on the BirdLife
WA sightings page (http://birdswa.com.
au/sightings.htm) as soon as possible,
and the most interesting are selected
for inclusion in the next WABN.
Includes records received up to and
including 17 April.

Highlights
An interesting quarter, with a good
range of unusual records across the
state. An adult Eurasian Hobby
turned up at North Lake again,
presumed to be a different bird to
the apparent first year bird reported
in the previous quarter at Lake
Joondalup. The Oriental Honeybuzzards also continued to be seen
regularly at Lake Joondalup until
early March, when sightings dropped
away despite continued observation,
strongly indicating that the birds do
leave the area at the end of summer.
The previously reported Beach
Stone-curlew was also seen again
on Rottnest Island on at least two
occasions.
Late March and early April saw an
influx of Little Terns into the southwest, with records from several coastal
locations around Perth, and along the
west coast as far north as Geraldton.
All individuals were in partial or full
breeding plumage. Recent geolocator
data have indicated that a small
number of Taiwan-breeding Little Terns
winter on the coast of south-west
Australia, but these birds appeared
in the week following the passage of
ex-Tropical Cyclone Marcus off the
coast and it seems likely that they
were brought south by this weather
system. Several Common Terns and
White-winged Black Terns were also
recorded in similar areas and may also
have arrived with the same weather
system. Also of interest was a number
of Greater Sand Plovers in full
breeding plumage reported in similar
areas. It’s rare to see sand plovers in
the south-west in breeding plumage, so
it’s plausible that these too were caught
up in the passage of the ex-cyclone.
Orca trips to Bremer Canyon through
the early part of the year produced
a particularly outstanding suite of

interesting seabird records, highlighted
by first records of White-necked
and (presumed) Cook’s Petrels for
Western Australia. The Cook’s Petrel
was photographed but ruling out the
similar Pycroft’s Petrel is difficult in this
instance—geographic probability and
the influx of Cook’s Petrels on the east
coast at the same time though favour
Cook’s. Barau’s and Bulwer’s Petrels
were also seen, along with a Fairy
Prion.
In the north, the big Wet in the western
Kimberley eased, but not before several
more House Swift records near
the port in Broome, associated with
passing weather systems. Highlights
in the Pilbara and arid zone included
the second WA record of Chinese
Sparrowhawk on a small island off
the larger Barrow Island, two Eurasian
Curlew records, and a White-tailed
Tropicbird that appears to have hung
around Coral Bay for an extended
period.

METROPOLITAN (UBD
Street Directory)
BEACH STONE-CURLEW – 1,
10/02/18 & 16/02/18, Salmon
Bay (Rottnest Island) – RS, PT et
al. (vagrant to the south-west;
photographs; see also WABN 160161; 165) (see photo, p40)
Double-banded Plover – 1, 0406/04/18, Port Kennedy Scientific
Park Beach – BM et al. (rare
migrant to the metropolitan area;
photographs)
Hooded Plover – 1, 16/01/18,
Applecross foreshore (Applecross)
– WM * 1, 28/01/18 & 14/02/18,
Alfred Cove (Attadale) – PW & JS
(rare in the metropolitan area;
records thought to involve same
individual; see also WABN 165)
Little Tern – 2, 30/03-02/04/18,
Woodman Point (Munster) – BB, GG
et al. * 1 breeding plumaged adult,
31/03-01/04/18, Lake Walyungup
(Walyungup) – JG et al. * up to
5, 04-07/04/18, Port Kennedy
Scientific Park Beach – BM et al.
* 2, 08/04/18, Two Rocks Marina
(Two Rocks) – KH (rare visitor to
the south-west; possibly cyclonedriven; photographs) (see photo,
Excursions, p45)
Gull-billed Tern – 1 ssp. macrotarsa,
31/03/18, Lake Walyungup
(Walyungup) – JG (uncommon in
the south-west)
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ORIENTAL HONEY-BUZZARD – 3,
20/01-07/03/18, Lake Joondalup
(Wanneroo) – DM, PB, GT et al.
(vagrant to Western Australia;
same individuals reported previous
three summers; subject to BARC
acceptance; photographs)
Black-breasted Buzzard – 1,
07/04/18, Dunstan Rd & Nowergup
Rd (Nowergup) – MG (vagrant to
the south-west)
Spotted Harrier – 1, 08/02/18,
Rockingham Lakes area
(Rockingham) – JDC * 1, 10/02/18,
Lake Baghdad (Rottnest Island)
– PT & RF (uncommon in the
metropolitan area; vagrant to
Rottnest Island; photographs of
Rottnest bird)
EURASIAN HOBBY – 1 adult, 18/0106/02/18, North Lake (North
Lake) – JA et al. (vagrant to
Western Australia; subject to BARC
acceptance; photographs)
Rock Parrot – 2, 05/04/18, Port
Kennedy Scientific Park Beach
– BM et al. (rarely reported in
the metropolitan area away from
Rottnest Island; photographs) (see
p52)

SOUTH WEST (Shark
Bay to Cape Arid)
Fork-tailed Swift – 100+, 26/03/18,
Hopetoun (Ravensthorpe) – SA et
al. (rare migrant to the south coast
of Western Australia)
Little Tern – 5, 05/04/18, Geraldton
(Greenough) – LiG (rare visitor to
the south-west; possibly cyclonedriven)
Sooty Albatross – At least 10 records
involving up to 3 birds between
late January and early April,
Bremer Canyon, offshore Bremer
Bay (Jerramungup) – KL, DM et
al. (uncommonly reported visitor
to waters off Western Australia;
photographs)
Fairy Prion – 1, 19/01/18, Bremer
Canyon, offshore Bremer Bay
(Jerramungup) – KL (rarely
reported off Western Australia;
photographs)
COOK’S PETREL – 1, 24/02/18,
Bremer Canyon, offshore Bremer
Bay (Jerramungup) – DM et al.
(1st record off Western Australia;
photographs)
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et al. (rarely reported in Western
Australia; photographs)
Dusky Honeyeater – 2, 18/08/18,
Lake Argyle access road
(Wyndham-East Kimberley) – NJ
et al. (rarely reported in Western
Australia; photographs)
Little Grassbird – 1, 23/02/18, Derby
wetlands (Derby-West Kimberley) –
NJ & SF (rare in the Kimberley)

CHRISTMAS ISLAND
probable Edible-nest Swiftlet – 2, 1820/01/18, near Quarry Road – RB
et al. (rare migrant to Australian
territory; subject to BARC
acceptance; photographs)
probable Himalayan Swiftlet – 1,
17/01/18, near Quarry Road – RB
et al. (rare migrant to Australian
territory; subject to BARC
acceptance; photographs)
Double-banded Plover with Greater Sand Plover, Port Kennedy. Photo by John Baas

BARAU’S PETREL – 1, 16/01/18,
Bremer Canyon, offshore Bremer
Bay (Jerramungup) – BR et al.
(rarely reported in Australian
waters; subject to BARC
acceptance)
WHITE-NECKED PETREL – 1,
28/01/18, Bremer Canyon, offshore
Bremer Bay (Jerramungup) – KL
(1st record off Western Australia,
photographs)
BULWER’S PETREL – 1, 16/03/08,
Bremer Canyon, offshore Bremer
Bay (Jerramungup) – BP & DD (2nd
record for the south coast)
Eastern Yellow Wagtail – 1 ssp.
tschutschensis, 17/02-20/03/18,
Rushy Point, Princess Royal Harbour
(Albany) – AT et al. (vagrant
to southern Western Australia;
photographs) (see photo, front
page)

ARID ZONE
EURASIAN CURLEW – 1, 13/01/18,
southern Exmouth Gulf (Exmouth)
– DW * 1, 15/01/18, Mardie
Station (Roebourne) – NH (vagrant
to Western Australia; subject to
BARC acceptance; photographs of
Exmouth bird)
Lesser Noddy – 1, 02/03/18, Point
Quobba (Carnarvon) – GM *
2, 06/04/18, Point Quobba
Page 12

(Carnarvon) – LG (rarely
reported on the mainland coast;
photographs)
White-tailed Tropicbird – 1, 0506/03/18 & 30/03/18, Coral Bay
(Exmouth) – GM & WaM (vagrant to
Western Australia; photographs)
CHINESE SPARROWHAWK –
1, 04/03/18, Double Island
Conservation Reserve (Ashburton)
– SF (2nd record for Western
Australia; subject to BARC
acceptance)
Scarlet-chested Parrot – 1,
01/04/18, Curara Soak (Menzies)
– SO (rarely reported visitor to the
Goldfields; photographs)

KIMBERLEY
probable Edible-nest Swiftlet – 1,
18/02/18, Entrance Point (Broome)
– BG (vagrant to Western Australia;
subject to BARC acceptance;
photographs)

probable Mossy-nest Swiftlet – 1,
20/01/18, near Quarry Road – RB
et al. (rare migrant to Australian
territory; subject to BARC
acceptance; photographs)
House Swift – 1, 17/01/18, near
Quarry Road – RB et al. (rare
migrant to Australian territory;
subject to BARC acceptance;
photographs)
Malayan Night-Heron – 1, 1415/01/18, Dolly Beach track – RB
et al. (rare migrant to Australian
territory; subject to BARC
acceptance; photographs)
EURASIAN HOBBY – 1, mid 12/17,
Margaret Knoll – RB et al. (vagrant
to Australian territory; subject to
BARC acceptance; photographs)
ASIAN HOUSE MARTIN – 1,
18/11/17, garbage tip – RB et al.
(vagrant to Australian territory;
subject to BARC acceptance;
photographs)

COCOS (KEELING)
ISLANDS

HOUSE SWIFT – 4 on 16/02/18, 3
on 18/02/18 and 2 on 19/03/18,
Entrance Point (Broome) – NJ et
al. (vagrant to Western Australia;
subject to BARC acceptance;
photographs)

Northern Pintail – 1, 02/12/17 to
Jan ‘18, Horsburgh Island – GC et
al. (vagrant to Australian territory;
subject to BARC acceptance;
photographs)

Pale-vented Bush-hen – 2,
18/02/18, Lake Argyle access road
(Wyndham-East Kimberley) – NJ

SILVER-BACKED NEEDLETAIL – 1,
01/02/18, Home Island – GC & IM
(vagrant to Australian territory;
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subject to BARC acceptance;
photographs)
Common Moorhen – 1, 06-07/02/18,
Becek Besar – IM & GC (vagrant
to Australian territory; subject to
BARC acceptance; photographs)
EURASIAN CURLEW – 1, 10/11/17
to Jan ‘18, South Island – GC et
al. (vagrant to Australian territory;
subject to BARC acceptance)
BARAU’S PETREL – 1, Nov ’17 to
Jan ‘18, airport – GC et al. (rarely
reported visitor to Australian
territory; subject to BARC
acceptance; likely same bird
reported at same location previous
season)
VON SCHRENK’S BITTERN – 1, 0910/12/17, lagoon, West Island
– SR, GP et al. (rare visitor to
Australian territory; subject to
BARC acceptance; photographs)
Chinese Pond Heron – 1, Nov-Dec
‘17, sandbar near Home Island –
RB et al. (rare visitor to Australian
territory; subject to BARC
acceptance; photographs)
Javan Pond Heron – 1, Nov ’17 to
Jan ‘18, West Island – GC et al.
(vagrant to Australian territory;
subject to BARC acceptance;
photographs)

Rosy Starling – 1, 17/04/18,
Quarantine Station – GC (vagrant
to Australian territory; subject to
BARC acceptance; photographs)
EYE-BROWED THRUSH – 1,
11/01/18, Home Island – RB et al.
(vagrant to Australian territory;
subject to BARC acceptance)

OBSERVERS
AT = Andrew Tanner
BB = Bill Betts
BG = Bruce Greatwich
BM = Brad Maryan
BP = Bob Pittman
BR = Bill Rutherford
DD = David Donnelly
DM = Dan Mantle
DW = Dan Weller
GC = Geof Christie
GG = Geoffrey Groom
GM = Greg Mckay
GP = Glen Pacey
GT = Gary Tate
IM = Ian McAllan
JA = Jason Abuso
JDC = Jan & Dave Crossley
JG = John Graff
JS = Jim Schultz

KH = Kevin Horner
KL = Keith Lightbody
LG = Les George
LiG = Linda Giblett
MG = Martin Greenwood
NH = Nick Hart
NJ = Nigel Jackett
PB = Plaxy Barratt
PT = Peter Taylor
PW = Peter White
RB = Richard Baxter
RF = Rose Ferrell
RS = Rob Schmidt
SA = Sue Abbotts
SF = Stewart Ford
SR = Steve Reynolds
SO = Sandra Orchard
WM = Wynton Maddeford
WaM = Wayne Merritt

Chinese Sparrowhawk – 1,
10/01/18, Home Island – RB et
al. (rare migrant to Australian
territory; subject to BARC
acceptance)
Common Kingfisher – 3 individuals,
Nov ’17 to Feb ‘18, various
locations on West Island – GC et
al. (vagrant to Australian territory;
subject to BARC acceptance)
Brown Shrike – 1, Dec 17 to Jan 18,
Home Island – RB et al. (vagrant
to Australian territory; subject to
BARC acceptance; photographs)
PALLAS’ GRASSHOPPER WARBLER
– 1, 05/12/17-17/04/18, West
Island – RB, GC et al. vagrant to
Australian territory; subject to
BARC acceptance; photographs)
GRAY’S GRASSHOPPER WARBLER –
1, early 12/17, West Island – RB et
al. (vagrant to Australian territory;
subject to BARC acceptance)
KAMCHATKA LEAF WARBLER – 1,
early 12/17, West Island – RB et
al. (vagrant to Australian territory;
subject to BARC acceptance)
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 166 June 2018

At Rushy Point, Albany, an Eastern Yellow Wagtail
was present for at least a month up to 20 March
(see front cover for photo). During that time, a Little
Pied Cormorant, fishing close to the shore, was seen
indicating its intolerance of an immature Crested
Tern wanting to share the spoils. Photo by Rod Smith
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BirdLife WA reports
CHAIR’S REPORT
It is an honour and a pleasure to provide my first
report as Chair of BirdLife WA. It is a role that I
look forward to in many ways and will endeavour
to be effective for bird conservation outcomes
while in the role. I thank Mike Bamford for his
very significant contribution while in the role and
I am appreciative that he remains as Vice Chair.
His knowledge and experience are invaluable to
the Branch.
While Mike is well known to many members,
I may not be. I have retained an interest
in birds from my early farming days, and
through a career with research, policy and natural resource
management roles. About a year ago, I completed a six year
period as Director of Invasive Species with the former WA
Department of Agriculture and Food. In this role, I became
well informed about pest birds that threaten agriculture,
especially starlings. I have been fortunate in birding in many
localities here and overseas, but there is always more to see
and do. We can never know it all and we don’t need to, as
excitement is in the unknown of the world of birds.
What has first impressed me with BirdLife WA is the passion
of all involved. There is a high level of dedicated volunteer
effort combined effectively with those who are employed
in bird conservation roles. I enjoy the bold vision and
purposeful bird conservation cause that is well adopted.
There is a remarkably high knowledge and skill base to drive
the activities of the organisation.
The opportunity for leadership sits with the Executive
Committee. We have some new members with new skills. I
appreciate the previous efforts of those who are outgoing.
There is a great staff team involved in the WA office and on
projects. I look forward to learning about, reviewing and
profiling all of our effective projects. There are others being
incubated. An important committee role is to ensure good
governance and accountability of the organisation. We might
be mostly volunteers but we need to run all aspects of the
group well.
The committee has other key roles in developing a business
plan, ensuring effective financial management systems,
developing practical policy for volunteering, donations
etc. We are also asked to comment on many planning
proposals representing bird conservation interests which we

undertake within our volunteer capacity. Member
consultation and networking is also important to
the committee as it is in our interactions with the
National Office and with other groups nationally.
It is too soon to specify new directions; however,
some early emphasis can be attributed to the
clear focus on bird conservation effort powered
by the strong interest of members. We will add
strategic direction to ensure all our efforts and
the funds we access are used effectively. We will
be raising the profile and priority of birds in our
communities, through government policy and
with politicians. In addition, we will contribute to relevant
research priorities and where effective, will develop mutually
beneficial partnership arrangements with organisations big
and small.
I particularly look forward to getting to know and learning
from members of associated groups throughout WA and
will visit where and when it best suits. Networking between
groups is really useful so I will seek opportunities to make
this effective, including through the regular excursions,
monthly general meetings and through WA Bird Notes.
I look forward to meeting you.
Viv Read
Chair

Conflicts of interest
In my 2017 Chair’s report (in the March 2018 issue of WA
Bird Notes), I made reference to the proposed Wave Park
in Melville as part of a general discussion on the difficult
process faced by BWA in deciding what current issues impact
birds and their habitats. A member has pointed out that I
should have declared a conflict of interest in making this
reference, as I had been an advisor to the proponents of
the Wave Park. I apologise for this omission and advise our
BirdLife community that whenever the matter was discussed
at the Executive Committee I declared this conflict.
Mike Bamford, Vice-Chair

WA BRANCH REPORT
The results of election of the Executive held at the annual
general meeting on 26 February 2018 were:
Chair:		
Vice Chair:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Mr Viv Read
Dr Mike Bamford
Felice Morcombe
Vacant

Committee: Jennifer Sumpton, Lou Scampoli, Mark
Henryon, Alasdair Bulloch, Jan Grimoldby, two
vacancies
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 166 June 2018

Note: At the April meeting of the Executive Committee, Max
Goodwin was co-opted onto the committee.
Guest Speakers: Dr Blair Parsons from Greening Australia
spoke on large scale restoration to benefit threatened bird
species in Western Australia and John Barkla, Chair of
BirdLife Australia gave a brief update on what was happening
at the national level including the introduction of Wildbird
Protectors.
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Correction

•

In WABN 165, page 19, we incorrectly spelt the name of
one of the authors of the article on the field course at Eyre
Bird Observatory. It should have been Kelly Rayner, not Kelly
Rayne. Our apologies to Kelly.

63 new sites were surveyed in 2018, with 22 being
occupied by WTs, 19 occupied by FRTs and 3 jointly
occupied

•

The count at the ‘mega roost’ east of Yanchep National
Park was 6226 Carnaby’s!

•

The FRT count is almost twice that of 2017, which
mirrors their increased use of the Swan Coastal Plain for
feeding and roosting (average FRT roost size rose from
26 in 2017 to 37 in 2018)

GREAT COCKY COUNT 2018

•

The ratio of WT pairs to triplets indicates a good
breeding year in 2017 (47% were triplets)

The 2018 Great Cocky Count (GCC) was the ninth
consecutive count and went very well. 750 volunteers were
allocated to 430 sites between Geraldton and Esperance.
Most of the results are in, so here is a summary:

The GCC campouts were a great success. The Cheyne’s
Beach trip confirmed three new sites, with 250 Baudin’s
Black-Cockatoos being recorded at one site. At the Stirling
Range, where we often struggle to get volunteers, we also
recorded two occupied sites.

•

20 249 White-tailed Black-Cockatoos (WT) counted

•

5434 Forest Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos (FRT) counted

•

This equates to approximately 40% of the estimated
black-cockatoos in the south-west of WA!

•

214 occupied sites out of 409 surveyed (52% occupancy
rate)

•

107 occupied WT sites

•

81 occupied FRT sites

•

29 jointly occupied sites

BirdLife would like to thank all the volunteers for their
efforts and to the land owners who gave us access to their
properties. Of course, we couldn’t do it without you! The
results will now be analysed, with the report due to be
released in September to October. All people on the Cocky
Notes list will be notified when it’s out.
Adam Peck

Cheyne’s Beach Great Cocky Count campout team. Photo by Pamela Jones
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Results of the Western Australian Hooded
Plover Survey, January and February 2018
Introduction
The intention this year was to conduct
the annual Hooded Plover survey and
the Shorebird 2020 survey earlier, in
mid-January 2018. We soon found
out that surveying crowded beaches
during the holiday season was not the
best option.
As a consequence, the surveys ended up being conducted
over different months. The west coast was mainly surveyed
in January and the south-west coast in February.
The aim of the annual Western Australian Hooded Plover
survey is to estimate the size of the West Australian Hooded
Plover population, the recruitment of juveniles and their
distribution in south-western Australia.
The survey meets one of the conservation strategies listed
in the Hooded Plover Management Plan (Raines 2002): to
collect data that will help focus and prioritise management
effort further at sites of importance to Hooded Plovers and
locate other, as yet undiscovered, sites of importance in
Western Australia.
The information collected by our volunteers during the
survey supplements information obtained in previous
years (Singor 2017, and references therein), helps identify
conservation threats and highlights variations in population
estimates. They show the congregation sites favoured by
Hooded Plovers over summer.
Results
The total Hooded Plover count this year was 350 (including
48 juveniles) (Table 1, see next page). Details for each of
the surveyed regions is summarised below. In cases where
more than one survey was conducted, both the results for
January and February are provided. The highest count of
either January or February was used in obtaining the total
survey outcome. The high water levels persisted for a second
year along the south-west coast and some inland areas,
resulting in few Hooded Plover sightings between Hopetoun
and Esperance and inland lakes.
Northern Wheatbelt
The Hooded Plover survey was conducted on 21 January
2018 and 22 January 2018.
Leeman Lagoon and Sandy Cape at Jurien were surveyed.
Sightings of Pied Stilt, Red-necked Avocet, Fairy Tern, Silver
Gull, Ruddy Turnstone, Red-capped Plover, Banded Stilt,
Common Greenshank, Red-necked Stint and Australian
Shelduck were reported from the Sandy Cape mine site.
Acknowledgements to Sean Plozza, Alanna Smith (DBCA),
and Hamish Longbottom (NACC).
Perth
A roving Hooded Plover remained around the Swan River
from 15 November 2017 till 4 March 2018 and was sighted
at numerous locations: Alfred Cove, Canning Bridge, Shelley
Beach, Point Dundas and Point Walter.
Acknowledgements to Colin Heap, Wynton Maddeford,
Geoffrey Groom, Frank O’Connor, Jim Schultz, Dan Mantle
and Plaxy Barratt.
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Mandurah
Two Hooded Plover surveys were conducted, one on 13
January 2018 and one on 11 February 2018.
There was a flock of 24 Hooded Plover at Martins Tank on
11 February 2018. Hooded Plover numbers were down at
Lake Preston in comparison to past years. The water levels
were still quite high at Lake Clifton due to heavy winter rains
resulting in a lower count for this location.
Hooded Plovers were found breeding at Lake Newnham
in late January 2018. The first attempt was unsuccessful.
However, the second breeding attempt resulted in the
sighting of a runner on 31 March 2018.
Acknowledgements to Myalup Bird Observers Group, Bill
Russell, Tony France and Kate Robinson.
Margaret River
The Hooded Plover survey was conducted on 13 and 14
January 2018. The Cape to Cape region had full beach
coverage thanks to our dedicated volunteers.
An Eastern Reef Egret was seen south of Cape Naturaliste
at the Windmills. Along Boranup Beach, between Cape
Freycinet and North Point, two pairs of Hooded Plover were
seen with one runner. One pair was seen between Hooley
Road and North Point, the other down from South Beach car
park.
Between Redgate Rocks (north) and Boodjidup Creek a flock
of 40 Sanderlings was seen.
Some of the four-wheel drive tracks leading to Boranup
Beach have been widened, resulting in an increase of
vehicles on the beach. On the beaches from the Cape
Leeuwin Lighthouse to the mouth of the Blackwood River,
Sooty Oystercatchers (8), Ruddy Turnstones (2) and Pacific
Gulls (8) were seen. Hooded Plovers were absent along this
stretch of coastline.
Acknowledgements to Jessica Worrall and daughter, Jenny
and Mike Kikeros, Natalie and Colin Bell, Christine Fleay
(DBCA), Janet Dufall, Jenny Smith, Jane Scott, Wally
Smith, Boyd Wykes, Hamish Fitzsimmons, Ron Glencross
(Dunsborough Coast and Land Care), Alisa Allison, Ailsa
Hohnen, Logan Anderson, Jan and Bruce Macaulay,
David Winstanley, Kay Lehman (Meelup/Environmental
Management Officer), Deb Hook, Bill James, Rob Mutch,
Jenny Buckerley, Don Hanran-Smith, Joan and Rob Sharpe,
Wendy Mitchell, Andy McCreery, Greg Watt, Mariee Bougher,
Penny Taylor and Alice Stubber.
Walpole-Denmark-Albany
Two Hooded Plover surveys were conducted, one on 13 and
14 January 2018 and one on 3 and 4 February 2018.
Black Point had a high count of Hooded Plovers; no less than
13 birds were spread over two locations, Surfers Cove and
Black Point Beach. A Sooty Oystercatcher pair with a juvenile
was seen west of Greens Pool. At Anvil Beach a pair of
Hooded Plover with three chicks was seen. Warren River was
flowing out to sea due to recent rains.
At Windy Harbour two Rock Parrots were seen and a Hooded
Plover nest at Salmon Beach, Windy Harbour, located in
the fore dune among dune cabbage. A Rockhopper Penguin
had been seen here the day before on 21 January 2018.
One Rock Parrot was present between Windy Harbour and
Gardner River which was also flowing out to sea. At Salmon
Beach, Windy Harbour there were Tiger Snake tracks all over
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Table 1. Results of Hooded Plover survey, 2018
Areas
Shark Bay to Perth

January survey

February survey

13 (includes 5 juveniles)

1

Wetlands between Rockingham and Mandurah

0

0

Beaches from Mandurah to Leschenault Inlet

0

0

37 (includes 1 juvenile)

40

0

0

Beaches from Cape Naturaliste to Augusta (Naturaliste-Augusta
HPMR)

39 (includes 7 juveniles)

0

Beaches from Augusta to Broke Inlet

14 (includes 5 juveniles)

0

Beaches from Broke Inlet (Walpole) to Beaufort Inlet (east of
Albany) (Walpole-Denmark HPMR)

16 (includes 5 juveniles)

9 (includes 2 juveniles)

Beaches from Beaufort Inlet to Hopetoun (Bremer Bay-Hopetoun
HPMR)

0

36 (includes 4 juveniles)

Beaches, coastal- and inland lakes east of Hopetoun to Stokes
Inlet

0

7 (includes 3 juveniles)

Yalgorup National Park (Yalgorup HPMR*)
Geographe Bay

Beaches Stokes Inlet to Cape Le Grande

30

Esperance Lakes (Lake Gore system to Mullet Lake) (Esperance
HPMR)

125 (includes 17 juveniles)

Beaches east of Cape Le Grande

24 (includes 2 juveniles)

Inland lakes in south west of the State
Total

6
350 (includes 48
juveniles)

(Highest count taken from either January or February)
* HPMR = Hooded Plover Management Region (Raines 2002)

the beach. A dead Tiger Snake was found in the tide line.
Further at Sharp Rock in the Quarram Conservation Reserve
near Denmark, snake tracks were seen on the beach, some
all the way to the water. King Skink and Water Rats were
seen at eastern end near rocks.

The Lake Shaster Nature Reserve and the Jerdacuttup Lakes
had coalesced into one huge wetland with no suitable habitat
for Hooded Plovers or shorebirds. Even the salt lakes near
Starvation Boat Harbour did not yield any sightings. Some
Hooded Plovers were seen on the beaches east of Hopetoun.

Acknowledgements to Bob and Tina Smith, Andrea Endacott,
Nick and Kath Shaw, Flora Blackwood, Christine Wilder, Brad
Markham (DBCA), Tracey Robins (DBCA), Neil Taylor, Fred
and Anne Bondin, Michael Burns, Barry and Sue Goldsmith,
Angela and Andrew Dickinson, Patricia Pope, Shaun Welsh,
Roslyn Burnside, Kay Lehman, David Winstanley, Tim
Andrews, Gary Schwab and members from the William Bay
National Park Association.

On the other hand, waterbirds were abundant. In the
north-west corner of Lake Shaster there were Black Swans
(300), Chestnut Teal (100) and Australian Shelduck (200).
At the western overflow of Jerdacuttup Lake there were
Black Swans (500+), Eurasian Coots (300+), Little Black
Cormorants (500+), Chestnut Teal (200+), Australian
Shelduck (250+) and Red-necked Stints (50).

Bremer Bay
The Hooded Plover survey was conducted on 3 February
2018.
At St Mary Inlet near Point Ann observers reported 22
Hooded Plover. A report came in about a sighting of 12
Hooded Plover at Dillon Bay. At Wellstead Inlet there were
Black Swans (300), Grey Teal (200+) and Australian Pied
Oystercatchers (15). At high tide the ocean was flowing
into Gordon Inlet, which limited the availability of mudflats.
At Bremer Bay a Hooded Plover was sitting on eggs on 4
February. Three runners were seen on 13 February and by
mid-March there were two surviving juveniles about to fly.
Acknowledgements to Rosemary Jasper, Ron and Jan
Waterman, and Anne Gadsby.
Hopetoun
The Hooded Plover survey took place from 3 to 10 February
2018.
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Acknowledgements to John Tucker and Rosemary Jasper.
Esperance
The Hooded Plover survey was conducted between 4 and 17
February 2018.
Across the Esperance Region the lakes’ water levels were
considered fairly high. Helms Lake, Lake Bannitup, Lake
Gidong and Boundary Lake were dry. Lake Gore, Lake
Warden and Lake Kubitch were surveyed but did not yield
any Hooded Plovers.
At Yokinup Bay 11 Hooded Plovers were sighted as well as
Red-capped Plover with 2 runners and Sooty Oystercatchers
(29).
Mullet Lake had a good range of shorebirds present,
including Banded Stilt (136), Red-capped Plover (55), Rednecked Avocet (42) and Red-necked Stint (103). Benje
Benjenup Lake had over 200 Red-capped Plovers and Lake
Mortijinup had 136 Red-capped Plovers. The highest count
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was made at Middle Lake (south-east of
White Lake) where 65 Hooded Plovers were
seen. White Lake, which was half full of
water, had 33 Hooded Plovers.
Acknowledgements to Ken and Jean Read,
Alan and Mary Hoggart, Mike Gibbs, Claudia
Magana (Southcoast, Natural Resource
Management Inc.), Dylan Gleave, Caitlin
Jackson, David and Dale Johnson, Jen Ford,
John Richardson, Dave Thornburg (DBCA),
Maxine Gibson, Tilo Massenbauer, and Robyn
Cail.
Inland lakes
The inland lakes were surveyed from 17 to
27 January 2018.

Hooded Plover, Lights Beach. Photo by John Anderson

The majority of lakes around Katanning and Wagin were
still full of water. The heavy summer rains in 2017 and the
rains over winter had kept the lakes full and made them
unsuitable for shorebirds. Some of the lakes surveyed were
Lake Norring, Lake Coyrecup, Parkeyerring Lake, Wagin Lake
and Lake Queerearrup.
Hooded Plover pairs were present at Lake Ewlyamartup,
Flagstaff Lake and a lake east of Lake Quarbing. The pair
at Lake Ewlyamartup bred successfully and runners were
sighted on 1 March.
Hooded Plovers were found breeding at Lake Anderson in
late January and at Lake Chillinup in early January.
John Tucker explored some of the lakes north of
Ravensthorpe. He checked for Hooded Plover at Lake
Chidnup, finding that the lake was still four times larger than
the normal size and extended right out into the surrounding
paddocks. He tried to survey Lake Pallarup —road closed and
under water—and the same for the roads to lakes near Lake
Ronnerup and Stennetts Lake.
The water treatment plants at Merredin, Mukinbudin and
Wyalkatchem were surveyed.
I must mention the excellent work that Green Skills is doing,
under Basil Schur’s leadership, regarding the conservation
of Hooded Plovers and birds in general. In consultation with
some local farmers, arrangements have been made to fence
some important salt lakes from livestock intrusion. This will
secure Hooded Plover breeding areas and allow vegetation
to recover. In addition, a bird shelter was constructed near
Bob’s Lake (north-east of Cranbrook) on private property
which is accessible to the public. Green Skills is running a
project on Hooded Plover distribution that covers the salt
lakes north of the Stirling Ranges. Green Skills is to be
congratulated on their conservation work and achievements.
Acknowledgements to David Secomb, Steve Elson, Colin
Heap and John Tucker.
Discussion
This year's total count of 350 birds is considerably lower
than the average total for the previous 14 years (579) and
was lower than any of the counts in those years. The next
lowest was from last year (364 birds), although there was
a similar set of low counts in 2008 and 2009 (368 and 367,
respectively) (Singor 2015). Encouragingly, though, the
number of immature birds reported this year (48) was very
close to the long term average (53).

and the coastal stretch between Hopetoun and Stokes Inlet.
We cover those lakes that are known to contain a regular
Hooded Plover population. There is a myriad of lakes in this
part of Western Australia and the lakes known to be Hooded
Plover haunts are targeted. When high water levels flood
beach areas around these lakes, overall numbers can drop
quite dramatically as was the case this year. The lower count
this year was due to the lakes in the Lake Shaster and the
Jerdacuttup Lakes Nature Reserves as well as many inland
lakes being flooded. There were high water levels reported
across the Esperance lakes region.
It is likely that Hooded Plovers move to alternative lakes
when their usual habitat is not available. This is supported
by the following example.
On 18 April 2018, Julie Waters (the Environmental Officer
at the Shire of Esperance) and other members were at
an undeveloped road reserve that the shire is considering
vesting into the conservation estate. Whilst there they
crossed a salt lake within a farmer's property and observed
approximately 40-50 Hooded Plovers actively feeding. The
lake was located near Coomalbidgup Creek. This lake had
never before been surveyed and is an indication that Hooded
Plovers will move to alternate sites when their usual haunts
are unsuitable.
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When we look at the most productive regions covered during
the surveys, these are generally the Esperance lakes district
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Black Cockatoo Conservation Project:
January 2018 update
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On 10th August 2017, a group of rehabilitated Carnaby’s
Black-Cockatoos was released at Gingin, with four birds
carrying transmitters:
CC 71, CC 73 and CC 59 – satellite tag only
CC 72 – satellite and GPS tags.
On 21st September 2017, a new group of nine rehabilitated
Forest Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos was released at Waroona,
with four birds carrying transmitters:

This project is run through Murdoch University and is supported
by a number of organisations including DBCA, Kaarakin, Perth
Zoo, BirdLife, and WWF-Australia.
The black-cockatoos that are released through this project have
been taken into care for some reason or another and have
been rehabilitated at the Kaarakin Black Cockatoo Conservation
Centre.

The Black Cockatoo Conservation Project is pleased to
provide the latest update on our black-cockatoo releases and
tracking, including updates on the movements of the wild
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos tagged at the Coomallo Creek
breeding grounds in November, and at Borden breeding
grounds in December.
Below is a summary of the innovative double-tag system
which we are using to follow the released birds, followed by
a summary of our focal birds’ movements for January 2018.
TRANSMITTERS attached to birds
(1) Satellite transmitters - provide landscape-scale data on
movement and location of the birds with accuracy to within
250m. These tags can remain operational for approximately
a year, before being shed during the annual moult of the tail
feathers to which the tags are attached.
(2) GPS transmitters – provide fine-scale data, including
highly-accurate GPS locations, fine-scale movement and
behavioural data. This research is the first trial of these GPS
tags on free-ranging black cockatoos.
REPORT FOR JANUARY 2018

RT 63 – satellite and GPS tags
RT 75 – satellite tag only (GPS tag destroyed by bird or its
companions prior to the bird’s release)
RT 82 – satellite tag only (GPS tag destroyed prior to
release)
RT 87 – satellite and GPS tags
For each release, information is provided below for each of
the birds which have transmitters that remain operational
and are providing movement information.
FOREST RED-TAILED BLACK-COCKTOOS RELEASED AT
NANNUP
RT 69 – After providing updates on this bird’s movements for
the past two months, giving us by far the longest satellite
tracking dataset in existence for a black-cockatoo, this
month we report that RT 69’s transmissions are coming
from the same location as last month, indicating that the
transmitter has likely finally moulted out.
FOREST RED-TAILED BLACK-COCKATOOS RELEASED AT
DENMARK
RT 56 – This month, this bird has moved 50km north from
its previous location and is roosting just northwest of
Kendenup, on the same latitude as the Stirling Range, along
Stockyard Road with at least 15-20 other birds.
RT 66 – No data were available for this bird for this month.
Last month, this bird had moved to the area of the original
release site.
CARNABY’S BLACK-COCKTOO RELEASE AT GINGIN
CC 72 – As reported previously, CC 72 and its flock remain
in Julimar State Forest; although CC 72 has changed roosts
since last month.
CC 59 – No data were available for this bird for this month.

(A) Sam Rycken’s PhD project

FOREST RED-TAILED BLACK-COCKATOOS RELEASED AT
WAROONA

In November 2016 a group of six Forest Red-tailed BlackCockatoos (RTs) was released at Nannup, with four birds
carrying tracking devices, to be monitored as part of Sam’s
PhD research.

RT 75 –This month, RT 75 is still foraging and roosting with
the same flock (30+ red-tailed) along Nanga Brook Road,
just east of the centre of Waroona.

The four birds with tags were:
RT 66 – Female
RT 67 – Male
RT 68 – Female
RT 69 – Female (Satellite transmitter only – GPS transmitter
chewed prior to release)
In early June 2017, a group of rehabilitated Forest Red-tailed
Black-Cockatoos was released at Denmark, with four birds
carrying transmitters:
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(B) Karen Riley’s PhD project
In February 2017, the research team released ten
rehabilitated Forest Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos (RTs) at
Boddington. Of the ten birds released, three were doublemounted with both satellite and GPS transmitters, and a
fourth carried only a satellite transmitter.
The four birds with tags were as follows:
RT 94 – Female
RT 95 – Female
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 166 June 2018
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RT 96 – Male
RT 84 – Female (Satellite transmitter only)

BORDEN BREEDING GROUND – December 2017
fieldtrip

In November 2017, the research team attached GPS and
satellite transmitters to adult wild birds that had young
(5+week old) nestlings, at the Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo
breeding grounds at Coomallo Creek, to investigate the
parents’ use of habitat in the breeding grounds.

CC 56 – This bird chewed his GPS transmitter at the end
of December, but his satellite transmitter remained active
for the month of January. The youngest of this bird’s
two nestlings was due to fledge on January 4th. His last
transmission in the breeding area was on January 4th, and
by January 5th he was 30km to the south west in Boxwood
Hill. Here he roosted on the property immediately adjacent
to the Boxwood Hill pine plantation utilised by our tracked
Borden breeding bird last season. That bird also headed
straight to this area upon fledging her young. CC 56 spent
several nights here before moving south to another pine
plantation in Wellstead.
CC 57 - CC 57’s GPS transmitter remained active for the
month of January. His youngest nestling was estimated to
fledge on January 13th, however both nestlings were gone
from the hollow on January 12th. Unlike our other tracked
bird, CC 57 remained in the breeding area for several days
after this, roosting during the day and night, but foraging
mainly to the south of the breeding area where there is a
small stand of pine on an adjacent property. On the 19th he
left the area heading south east, taking the full day to arrive
in Boxwood Hill. Here there is a flock of 300 birds which feed
on the pine and roost mainly in a large swamp within the
plantation. The flock also fed on canola in the crop stubble
immediately north of the plantation, as well as a range of
native eucalyptus, banksia and hakea growing along the road
verges and in the swamp.

The three adult birds were:
CC 90 – Female
CC 91 – Female
CC 51 – Female
The research team also tagged a 76-day-old male nestling,
which fledged three days later, enabling PhD student Karen
to commence tracking. This fledgling was:
CC 88 – Male
In December 2017, the research team undertook similar
efforts to attach GPS and satellite transmitter attachments
to wild birds, this time at the breeding grounds for Carnaby’s
Black-Cockatoos in Borden.
The two wild birds which received transmitters (satellite and
GPS) were:
CC 56 – male
CC 57 – male
For these releases, information is provided below for birds
which have transmitters that remain operational.
FOREST RED-TAILED BLACK-COCKATOOS RELEASED AT
BODDINGTON
RT 96 – Transmissions for this bird remained stationary in
the Bedfordale area for the month of January and Karen
suspects that the transmitter has moulted. Karen attempted
to recover the transmitter but transmissions were too weak.
Several small groups of red-tailed were present in the area
during the attempted recovery.

See page 2 for an example of the projection of GPS data for
CC 57 for the onth of January (Figure 11).
We are very pleased with the quantity and quality of data
which we are continuing to obtain from our two most recent
fieldtrips. We look forward to bringing you the next update
on our tagged black cockatoos and their flocks in a few
weeks.
Bec Donaldson
Black-Cockatoo Conservation Project

COOMALLO CREEK BREEDING GROUND
For the month of January, all three Coomallo Creek
transmitter birds with active satellite transmitters remained
in the same general area. Most time was spent around the
Warradarge Farm, where birds fed on a variety of agricultural
food sources including canola and pine, as well as native
vegetation in remnants around the farm and along the road
verges. The flock here roosts in a long stretch of pine and
consists of 250-300 birds.
CC 90 - Transmissions from adult CC 90’s satellite
transmitter became stationary towards the middle of the
month just south of the main roost and a transmitter
recovery will be attempted as soon as possible.
CC 51 and CC 88 - The other two birds (adult CC 51 and
fledgling CC 88) split their time between the Warradarge
farm and several blocks of pine around 17 km to the south.
During their time here, the flock roosted in the pine and
foraged on pine and in native vegetation remnants along the
Brand Hwy. CC 88 also made a trip up to Eneabba. The flock
here consists of around 50 birds which roost in eucalypt in
the centre of town.
See page 2 for an example of the projection of satellite data
for the Coomallo Creek transmitter birds for the month of
January 2018 (Figure 4).
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Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo on roof at Hopetoun, drinking. Photo
by John Tucker
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Across the Nullarbor: news from
National Office
Sitting ducks

Great Pelican Count

It may seem strange to Western Australian readers, but the
state governments of Victoria, Tasmania and South Australia
still permit an annual hunting season for ducks, and all three
have steadfastly refused to listen to reason or overwhelming
public opinion which wants to see these seasons banned.

Inspired by BirdLife WA’s successful Great Cocky Count,
during which citizen scientists monitor known roost sites on
a particular day to produce a snapshot of the population of
black-cockatoos in the region, a similar feat has been trialled
in Victoria—but with pelicans.

BirdLife Tasmania analysed the numbers of waterfowl
counted at Moulting Lagoon, which revealed that populations
of four species—Australian Shelduck, Pacific Black Duck and
Chestnut and Grey Teal, all of which are ‘game’ species that
can be legally shot—have declined sharply in the last 15
years.

Because Australian Pelicans are conspicuous, easy to identify
and provide an indication of the health of the river systems,
the species was chosen to spearhead a waterbird monitoring
project in Victoria’s Gippsland Lakes.

They found that Grey Teal numbers had declined by 97%,
Chestnut Teal by 81%, Pacific Black Ducks by 71% and
Australian Shelducks fell by 62%.
Dr Eric Woehler, Convenor of BirdLife Tasmania, called for
the season to be cancelled. Unfortunately, it was not.
In Victoria, 12 wetlands were closed or partly closed to
shooting after BirdLife Australia volunteers recorded 1500
Freckled Ducks at Lake Bael Bael, as well as threatened
species such as Blue-billed Ducks, Australasian Bitterns,
Brolgas and Sharp-tailed Sandpipers at other sites.

The inaugural count, which took place on 8 April, attracted
around 160 participants, who represented a good crosssection of demographics, with many children participating,
as well as plenty of more mature citizen scientists.
They counted just 390 Australian Pelicans at known roost
sites across the system’s five lakes. It is thought that this
small number of birds reflects the drought that the area has
been experiencing in recent months, making conditions in
the lakes less than optimal for many waterbirds, including
pelicans. Being a mobile species, it is thought that the
pelicans had flown off to ‘greener pastures’.

Dallyelup sightings
It was nice to have an Inland Thornbill revisiting my birdbath towards the end
of summer, as was the case last year. Occasionally there were two, but the
visits were always brief, and best described as sneaky and silent. They came
daily for a while, so I kept a close watch on the birdbath at the time they most
favoured and eventually was able to get some photos.
Juvenile Splendid Fairy-wren
A couple of wrens visited my garden for a few days. I have only seen them
once before, a few years ago, and it was also at the end of summer. I think
this is a young bird as its beak is bi-coloured.
Captions and photos by Mavis Norgard
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Naming of birds
Flowerpecker – Dicaeidae
Mistletoebird – Dicaeum hirundinaceum. The origins
of the genus name Dicaeum are somewhat confusing and
convoluted. To simplify the explanation given by Fraser and
Gray, Cuvier, who named the bird, got the name of what he
called ‘a very little bird from India’ from Claudius Aelianus
(a Roman author and teacher of rhetoric c. 175 – 235) in
his treatise De Natura Animalium. There is a flowerpecker
in India called the Orange-bellied Flowerpecker, which the
Indians were said to call dikairon in their language. The
species name is derived from Latin hirundo, swallow, and
aceus, similar to, hence swallow-like. ‘Swallow-like little
Indian bird’.

Weaver Finches – Estrildidae
Swainson gave the name Estrilda to the waxbills, which do
not occur in Australia. All the Australian mannikins, firetails
and finches are grouped into the family Estrildidae.
Yellow-rumped Mannikin – Lonchura flaviprymna.
Lonchura comes from Greek lonkhe, spearhead, and oura,
tail. Spearhead tail. The tails of these little birds are certainly
spear-shaped. Yellow-rumped translates directly from Latin
flavus, yellow and Greek, prumnos, hindmost part, to give
us ‘yellow hind part speartail’. Other common names include
Yellow-rumped Finch and Yellow-tailed Finch.
Chestnut-breasted Mannikin – Lonchura
castaneothorax. The species name is derived from Latin
castanea, a chestnut tree, that is chestnut coloured, and
thorax, chest. ‘Chestnut-breasted spear-tail’. Early names
referred to these birds as finches.
Pictorella Mannikin - Heteromunia pectoralis. Munia
is an old name used in Asia for many small finch-like birds.
The name was used as a genus name but it no longer exists.
Heteromunia comes from Latin
hetero-, different, and munia, small finch, thus meaning
differing from the small finches. Pectoralis comes from
pectoris, breast and refers to the neat black and white
scalloping on the chest of the bird.
‘Chested bird different from the munias’.
The name pictorella is thought to be a
corruption of the specific name pectoralis.
Has also been called the White-breasted
Finch.

‘Painted mosaic bird’. Other names are Painted Firetail,
Mountain Finch and Emblema.
Red-browed Finch – Neochmia temporalis. The genus
name comes from Greek neokhmos, new or innovated, while
the species name is derived from Latin temporalis, temples,
or sides of the head. This refers to the striking wide,
extended red eyebrow which runs from the beak to well
behind the eye. ‘New bird with marked temples’. Common
names include Red Head, Redtail and Red-browed Firetail.
Crimson Finch - Neochmia phaeton. Phaeton was the
son of the sun god Apollo who, every morning, drove the
flaming sun chariot across the sky. One day he took his
father’s chariot and drove the burning steeds recklessly
until he had burnt all the plants on the earth. Zeus, when
awakened by the noise, flung his largest thunderbolt at
Phaeton who was burnt to a crisp. Hombron and Jaquinot
named the bird thus after its beautiful crimson face, body
and long tail. Phaethon is Greek for shining or flaming.
‘Flaming new bird’. Older common names used were Blood
Finch and Firefinch.
Star Finch – Neochmia ruficauda. The common name
refers to the numerous white spots and speckles on the
neck, breast and flanks of this finch. The specific name
describes the colour of the rump and tail, from Latin rufus,
red, and cauda, tail. ‘Red-tailed new bird’. Also called Redfaced Firetail and Red-faced Finch, after the prominent red
face.
Masked Finch - Poephila personata. Poephila is made up of
two Greek words, poas, grass and philos, lover of or loving,
which describes the habitat of this finch, lover of grass.
Personata can mean character or mask, which results in
the name ‘masked grass-loving bird’. Also known as Masked
Grass Finch.
Long-tailed Finch - Poephila acuticauda. The species
name describes the sharply pointed tail. From Latin acutus,
meaning exactly that – sharp, and cauda, tail. Hence ‘sharptailed grass-loving bird’.
Zebra Finch – Taeniopygia guttata. Taeniopygia comes
from Greek, tainia, band, and puge, rump or tail. Guttata
from Latin gutta drops or spots on the male’s flanks.
‘Spotted banded-tail’.

Red-eared Firetail – Stagonopleura
oculata. The genus name comes from
Greek, stagon, spot or drop, and pleura,
flank. Oculata comes from Latin, oculatus,
eye. So the Latin name can be translated
as ‘eyed spotted flanks’. Whether the
‘eyed’ part refers to the white eye-ring in
the black mask, or to the eye-like spots on
the belly is debatable.
Painted Finch - Emblema pictum. The
Latin word emblema can be translated
as a mosaic or inlaid work, while pictum
comes from pictus, meaning to paint. This
is descriptive of the bird’s underparts –
streaked with crimson and spotted with
white on a black background. The Painted
Finch is the only species in this genus.

Double-barred Finch - Taeniopygia
bichenovii. James E. Bicheno was a
secretary of the Linnean Society where
he was a contemporary of Vigors and
Horsfield who named the Double-barred
Finch. He was later appointed Colonial
Secretary of Van Dieman’s Land where he
died. ‘Bicheno’s banded-tail’.
Gouldian Finch – Chloebia gouldiae.
The name Chloebia has its roots in Greek
from two words which mean ‘grass’ and
‘livelihood’, referring to the fact that
these finches live in tall open grasslands.
‘Grassland finch’.
Monticola

Zebra Finch, Port Sampson. Photo
from WABN Digital Library: Pauline
Arnold (see also pp43,55)
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Obituaries
Douglas Keith Coughran AM
31 August 1951 - 15 March 2018

washing them, and then taking them up the
beach where they would push and pull the Blue
Bottle in and out of the sand. Finally, they rewashed the Blue Bottles to remove the sand
before eating them. This amazing behaviour,
likely with the object of removing the stinging
nematocysts and making them safe to eat, was
previously unrecorded.

Doug Coughran was a very thoughtful and
likeable man, and a passionate conservationist.
He is best known from his role as a wildlife
officer, from 1980 to 2016, in the Department
of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions.
During that time, he came to be recognised
internationally as Australia’s leading expert and
practitioner in large whale disentanglements.
What is less well known is that Doug also had
a long interest in birds. Particularly during
the 1980s and 1990s, he was involved extensively in
actions designed to mitigate and stop wildlife trafficking
which, at that time, mainly involved birds and bird eggs.
His photographs of birds have appeared in a number
of Departmental publications (e.g. Mitchell 2009), and
some will also appear in projects about Rottnest currently
being completed by Leighton De Barros of Sea Dog TV
International.
Doug's retirement in 2016 gave him the opportunity to fully
indulge his passion as a bird photographer, join BirdLife’s
Photographic Group and start contributing to WA Bird
Notes (Coughran 2017a, b). Sadly, retirement was short,
but he made the most of it, including documentation of
some fascinating feeding behaviour of Australian Pied
Oystercatchers on Rottnest Island, one of Doug's lifetime
favourite places (Coughran 2017a). The oystercatchers
were picking up Blue Bottles, taking them into the surf,

Doug was made a Member of the Order of
Australia (AM) in 2010 for his services to
conservation and the environment, particularly
the disentanglement of whales.
BirdLife WA extends its sympathies to Doug's much-loved
wife of 26 years, Dawn, and their family.
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C.P.S. (Perry) de Rebeira OAM
9 December 1933 - 24 April 2018
Claudius Pereira Serras de Rebeira, universally
known as ‘Perry’, was a well-loved man, a real
gentleman, and a dedicated ornithologist. To
the end he was honourable, meticulous in his
endeavours, and always equally generous with
both his knowledge and his humour.
Born in a small town east of Johannesburg,
South Africa, Perry trained as a machinist/
turner before leaving Africa at the age of 25 to
explore the world. After stints in Europe and
Canada, a chance visit to Perth resulted in him
meeting his match, in a woman named Alma.
Unbeknown to Perry, his life was about to
change. Not only was he about to enter a
rewarding 52 years of marriage but, fortunately
for us, Alma was involved in the WA Naturalists Club and the
Gould League. Perry was about to become a birdwatcher!
Perry and Alma joined the RAOU (now BirdLife Australia) in
1969 and then, in 1974, Perry became a Technical Officer
at CSIRO’s Division of Wildlife Research at Helena Valley.
Much of his work there, up until his retirement in 1991, was
to do with birds, from Emus to small passerines. At that
time, CSIRO managed the Australian Bird and Bat Banding
Scheme, and Perry (already involved in bird-banding)
became the WA Regional Organiser, a role he managed
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very ably for the next 24 years. Perry was
also instrumental in establishing the Western
Banders Association, of which he was President
for some years.
Sharing a love of the inland, Perry and Alma
both became heavily involved in Eyre Bird
Observatory, with Perry contributing much
time in a voluntary capacity, including running
bird-banding courses there from 1983 to
2010. Perry was an exceptional and patient
trainer, and many WA banders trace their skills
back to courses run by Perry, or can attest to
improving their skills simply by working with
him, as he was always generous in passing on
his detailed knowledge, whether it be how to
set nets, how to safely extract birds from nets,
how to assess moult, and a myriad of other
facets of ornithology.
Perry contributed to a number of scientific and popular
publications, in a variety of ways. The 1977 book chapter
by Perry and Alma on the birds of the Wongan Hills is still
a valuable resource relating to birds of the wheatbelt. With
Denis Saunders, he contributed much to our knowledge
of the birds of Rottnest, through publications in both the
scientific and popular literature. At Kellerberrin, Perry's
banding skills contributed significantly to the major projects
being carried out by a range of scientists from CSIRO
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 166 June 2018
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and elsewhere. His meticulous collection
and understanding of banding data also
enabled him and Alma to make significant
contributions to a broader study of the
impact of climate change on bird species
from near Manjimup, in studies very recently
published in the international scientific
literature. Perry was also the instigator,
editor and contributing author for what is
colloquially known as the ‘Perry Bible’, or
more properly as the 'Banders Guide to
the Birds of Western Australia', published
by Perry and Alma. Perry was also an
accomplished illustrator, providing, for
example, plates of birds for books on the
birds of Rottnest, and figures for a range of
scientific papers.

In the following years, despite being
interspersed with illness, Perry continued
to contribute his accumulated wisdom and
expertise to ornithological research projects
throughout the state. Although in these
trips his expertise was often now limited
to being ‘at the (banding) table’, rather
than checking nets or extracting birds,
his contribution was still great, and his
ability to teach and inspire shone through.
Unfortunately in early 2018, it was on one
of these trips to Eyre Bird Observatory,
home of so much earlier work and triumph,
that Perry would suffer a fall that would
ultimately prove his undoing.

That small phrase on his OAM citation ‘for
service to ornithology’ barely expresses
the impact Perry has had on the Western
Unfortunately in 2010, when out gathering
Australian ornithological world, never mind
data as part of a 10-year longitudinal bird
Plate from The BirdLife of
further afield. It is unlikely that we will
study in the Great Sandy Desert, Perry
Rottnest Island.
again see such a calibre of a gentleman
suffered a stroke. It was a five-hour bumpy
such as Perry, with such a kind and sharing
and traumatic ride in a four-wheel drive for
nature, or such a balance of wit, sharp
Alma to return to Broome to get medical
intelligence and insight. Every one of us who came in contact
attention for Perry. While this stroke resulted in severe
with Perry can honestly say that we are better because of it;
curtailment of field activities from that time on, as in many
he was a great man and will be sorely missed. BirdLife WA
other matters, it was Perry's "It is what it is" attitude,
extends its condolences to Alma, and their extended family.
his witty sense of humour, courage, determination, and
dedication to the birds, that got him through. It is a sign
Allan Burbidge and Tegan Douglas
of this ongoing determination that in 2013 Alma and Perry
were each awarded the Medal of the Order of Australia, ‘for
service to ornithology’.

Members’ contributions
Australasian Darter
breeding colonies in Perth
and the south-west of WA
Australasian Darters (Anhinga novaehollandiae) can readily
be seen along the Swan River foreshore, often with their
wings stretched out, drying in the sun. However, there does
not seem to be a lot of breeding information available about
the species in Western Australia. When darters are breeding,
their nests are quite conspicuous with the young in their
pale buff, down coats easily noticed, and the young are also
quite vocal. There are a number of breeding sites around
Perth which were investigated to obtain more information
which I recount here. In October 2017, there were at least
25 breeding pairs adjacent to the Swan River. I have also
collated information on other known breeding sites in southwestern Australia.

Nesting sites
Australasian Darter nests have been found in a number of
different tree species including Peppermint tree (Agonis
flexuosa), sheoak (Casuarina spp.), Japanese Pepper tree
(Schinus terebinthifolius), Swamp Paperbark (Melaleuca
rhaphiophylla), Broad-leaved Paperbark (M. quinquenervia),
Salt-water Paperbark (M. cuticularis), bottlebrush,
(Callistemon spp.), Marri (Corymbia calophylla), Swamp Yate
(Eucalyptus occidentalis), and in other eucalypt species, and
New Zealand Christmas Tree, (Metrosideros excelsa).
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The preferred trees for nest sites were sheoak, paperbark
and Peppermint trees. Darters have been recorded nesting
in dead paperbark trees. In Dunns Swamp (Hopetoun) they
breed in dead paperbark trees 6-8 metres tall with colonies
generally found in sheltered locations.
The nesting sites observed have been mainly above fresh
water, sometimes brackish water. Nests have been found at
varying heights, with some quite high up in trees (15 m) and
others just above the water surface (1 m). There are records
of nesting trees standing out in the open water.
The distance between individual Australasian Darter nest
sites varies. Sometimes they are in small clusters and
their nests can be as little as one metre apart. I have seen
clusters of up to five nests close together. They have been
noted to use the same nest that was used in the previous
breeding season though I don’t know if this was done by the
same pair.
Darters have been found to nest near or within colonies of a
wide range of wetland birds such as Pied Cormorant, Great
Cormorant, Little Pied Cormorant, Little Black Cormorant,
White-faced Heron, Great Egret, Little Egret, Cattle Egret,
Nankeen Night-Heron, Australian White Ibis, Straw-necked
Ibis and Yellow-billed Spoonbill. When nesting in colonies,
darter nests can literally be adjoining a nest of Little Black
Cormorants or Little Pied Cormorants. Solitary darter nests
have also been observed.
At Dunns Swamp, John Tucker has noted that Australasian
Darters seem to occupy nests previously used by a Great
Cormorant or Pied Cormorant. This practice has been seen
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Harvey River (delta)

Harvey Estuary N.R.

Murray River

Kemerton Swamp

Leschenault Estuary

Vasse River

Ravensthorpe

Esperance

Dunns, East Swamp

Nambarup Swamps

1988

1989, 2017

1988, 1989

1982, 1985, 1986, 1989, 2017

1992

1986

2014

1965

2018

2015

1982

1990, 1991, 1992

1989, 2017, 2018

1984

1982, 1983, 1985

1992

2013 onwards

1986, 1992

1984

1981, 1983, 1984

1984

1985, 1986, 1987

2017, 2018

2000

1994, 1995, 1996

1991, 1992

1980-2004

2014, 2018

2018

2008, 2010, 2013, 2015 to 2018

2017, 2018

2017, 2018

2018

2018

2017

2017, 2018

2015, 2017, 2018

2017

Year

Mar

Mar, Jun, Jul

Dec, Mar

Jan, Mar,Jun,Nov, Dec

Oct

Jan

Feb

Oct

Feb

Jan

Feb

Oct, Jan

Mar, Oct, Nov

Oct

Jan, Feb, Mar

Apr

Feb

Nov, Dec, Jan

Nov, Dec

Jan, Feb, Apr,Sep, Oct

Feb

Nov

March to Jan

Dec

May, Jun, Jul, Sep

Oct, Jan

Jan to Dec

Jan, Apr

Feb, Mar

Apr, Nov to Feb

May, Aug to Jan, Mar

Sep to Jan

April

Jan

Feb

Oct to May

March to Jan

May

Month

Recently fledged young

Five nests in 1989; up to 8 pairs in other years

One on nest with tiny young

10 pairs in 2017 and 16 pairs in 2013

2 nests Owingup Swamp to South Coast Hwy

Several pairs breeding in Peppermint trees

Nest with young

One nest

One pair, 3 km south of Alexandra Bridge

Several pair near City of Busselton building

Australasian Darter colony in small swamps

Nesting in wetlands

Seven nests Ravenswood bridge to Pinjarra

Nest with young

Colony in small swamps

Nest with young

Breeding confirmed each year since 2013

Breeding confirmed

One nest with eggs in Ibis Swamp

Up to 5 pairs breeding

Four nests with young, 8 km SW of Gingin

Two nests with three young

11 breeding pairs in 2017

Sitting on nest near Amarillo Pool

Breeding pairs spread throughout wetland

A few pairs in 1991, young observed in 1992

Breeding year round; up to six pairs 1980-2004

3 juveniles (2014)

One nest with 2 juveniles

Several locations along Canning River

11 breeding pairs in 2017

9 breeding pairs in 2017

5 breeding pairs

One occupied nest

3 large juveniles

7 breeding pairs 2018

11 breeding pairs in 2017

1 juvenile in nest

Comments

LBC, LPC, GE

SNI, YBSp

LBC, LPC, LE

LBC, LPC, AWI, SNI

LPC

AWI

LPC

GC

LBC, LPC, AWI

LBC, LPC

Breeding at same time

WABN: 46

J. Tucker

WABN: 49, 50

S. Elson; WBUS

WABN: 64

WBUS

P. Taylor

R. Garstone

C.Wilder

C.Wilder

Jaensch et al. 1988

WBUS

M. Singor

Jaensch et al. 1988

WABN: 21, 25, 34

C. Davis

P. Wilmot

WBUS

Jaensch et al. 1988

Jaensch et al. 1988

Jaensch et al. 1988

WABN: 36, 41

M. Singor

WABN: 97

S. Elson

WBUS

W. Maddeford

WABN: 150

M. Singor

P. & G. Agar

M. Singor

M. Singor

M. Singor

S.Altman

M. Singor

M. Singor

M. Singor

M. Singor

Source

Lake Wheatfield
Esperance
1997 to 2009
Oct
Up to 3 nests
K. Read
Key to abbreviations: LBC=Little Black Cormorant; LPC=Little Pied Cormorant; AWI=Australian White Ibis; SNI=Straw-necked Ibis; GC=Great Cormorant; LE=Little Egret; GE = Great Egret; YBSp=Yellow-billed Spoonbill
WBUS=RAOU Waterbird Usage Survey 1981-1988

Bremer Bay

Denmark

Kent River

Jerramungup

Manjimup

Lake Maringup

Minvalara Lake/Swamp

Manjimup

Wilgarup Swamp

Gnorbup Lake/Swamp

Wickepin

Lake Toolibin

Aug.-Margaret R.

Murray

Lake Mealup

Blackwood River

Murray

Dandaragan

Chittering

West Corio Swamp, W of Corio Rd

Namming Nature Reserve

Chittering Lake/Needonga Lake

Gingin

Belmont

Centenary Park

Nature Reserve 31241

Canning

Canning River

Gingin

Bayswater

Wanerie Lake

Bayswater

Lake Bungana, Maylands

Stirling

Glendalough Open Space Reserve

Lake Brearley, Maylands

Stirling

Victoria Park

G.O. Edwards Park

Candella Park

Perth

John Oldham Park
Stirling

Perth

Heirisson Island

Herdsman Lake

Shire

Location

Table 1. Australasian Darter nesting sites in south-western Australia. See text for information on other, poorly known, sites.
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at the Great Cormorant colony at Lake Brearley where, on
7 December 2017, I noted that three pairs of darters had
commenced breeding in what were once Great Cormorant
nests.
At Lake Wheatfield (Esperance), Cale et al. (2011) conducted
waterbird surveys three times a year (late winter, spring
and autumn) on alternative years between 1997 to 2009.
Eight breeding species were recorded during the monitoring
period and these included the communal nesting Yellowbilled Spoonbill, Australasian Darter, Straw-necked Ibis and
Little Black Cormorant. There was evidence of breeding in
most years amongst these species. Australasian Darters
were found breeding on the
western side of the lake where
Whistling Kites were also
breeding.
Australasian Darter nest sites
are either located in trees in
open water or at the edge of
the water. The depth of the
water needs to be at least
30 cm deep (Marchant and
Higgins 1993), although I
believe the preference in WA is
for much deeper water closer
to one metre in depth. Many
of our wetlands are drying out
quickly or are not retaining
water long enough to support
a successful darter breeding
season. This might explain
why a number of breeding
sites are located on islands
in parks where water levels
are artificially maintained
throughout the year.

Colony locations
The locations of darter breeding colonies in the south-west
of Western Australia and the year and month the observation
was made are shown in Table 1. In Perth, historical records
are rare (Serventy and Whittell 1976) but in recent
decades they have been confirmed breeding at a number
of sites including John Oldham Park, Herdsman Lake, G.O.
Edwards Park, Lake Bungana, Lake Brearley, Tomato Lake
and Heirisson Island. In the peak breeding season at John
Oldham Park (May), Lake Brearley (December) and Lake
Bungana (October) each site had 11 pairs breeding.
Conservation measures
implemented at Lake Mealup
have created a favourable
breeding habitat for
Australasian Darter which have
bred there since 2013. Part
of the Lake Mealup Recovery
Program involved a diversion
weir in the Mealup Main Drain
which was commissioned in
June 2012. This enabled an
increase in peak water levels of
about a metre to be achieved
each year and has kept surface
water in the lake year-round
and reversed water acidity.
Lake Mealup has not dried out
in autumn any year since 2012
(P. Wilmot, pers. comm.).

Australasian Darters have
been found breeding at three
different locations along the
Canning River, recorded in
2008, 2010, 2013, 2015, 2016,
2017 and 2018. The main
Breeding season
Australasian Darter, John Oldham Park, Perth. Photo by
section favoured for breeding is
Marcus Singor
between Kent Street Weir and
The breeding season in
Greenfield Street Bridge. There
Western Australia is not well
were at least three active nests
defined in the literature. Breeding is closely tied to the
along the upper Canning River in January 2018. The weir in
availability of the required water levels in wetlands. ‘The
the Canning River ensures a steady water level is maintained
Handbook of Western Australian Birds’ mentions eggs are
above and stops salt water moving further upstream.
laid from February to April in the Kimberley and Pilbara, and
from August to December further south (Johnstone and Storr There was an Australasian Darter nest next to the Forrest
Highway bridge that spans the Murray River at Ravenswood
1998). The data I have collected seems to indicate that the
in October 2017.
Australasian Darter in south-western Australia can breed at
any time of year. At a number of colonies there has seemed
Ground water extraction, land clearing, reduced rainfall and
to be a continuous breeding cycle in progress. I found
climate change are likely factors that have resulted in some
when visiting colonies that some had just commenced nest
lakes becoming unsuitable for darter colonies. A reduction
building and breeding whilst others had nearly fully fledged
in the fringe vegetation at a number of lakes, increased
young. Visiting the same colony a couple of months later I
found a similar situation with pairs at different stages in their salinity, water quality and a sustained decline in water levels
is possibly the reason Australasian Darter no longer breed at
breeding cycle. Newly arriving darters seem to build their
Lake Toolibin, The Spectacles, Lake McLarty and Booragoon
nest close to an already existing nest, often one with young.
Lake. On the other hand, darters have turned to breeding
The incubation period for the Australasian Darter is 28 days
on islands in artificial lakes that contain water all year round
(26-30) and hatching is asynchronic. This means there can
and which may be the reason for the extended breeding
be four days difference between the hatching of the first
season at these locations.
and third egg (Marchant and Higgins 1993) with an average
clutch size of 4 (2-6). At about four weeks (25-40 days)
chicks clamber and hop out of the nest and after about 50
Behaviour
days chicks can fly short distances or even up to 1500 m
(Marchant and Higgins 1993). Raising two to three young
A male Australasian Darter was seen bringing small
seems to be the norm although some nests have been
Peppermint tree (Agonis flexuosa) twigs with green leaves
encountered with four fully grown juveniles.
to a nest. The female was sitting on the nest. The male then
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flew back to the Peppermint and physically pulled another
small twig off. Green leafed twigs are used to line the nest.
Similar behaviour was noted at a Little Black Cormorant
colony where nesting material was harvested from a
surrounding grove of trees. The ground underneath these
trees was covered in a carpet of small freshly picked twigs
that had been dropped. When juveniles are fully grown they
can be seen scrambling on branches near the nest.
Australasian Darters are vulnerable to rubbish that flows into
our water ways. I have observed a darter that had a nylon
stocking wrapped around its beak and another whose beak
was entangled with plastic. They presumably mistake these
floating items as fish and once caught with their serrated
beak they are unable to dislodge them. This ultimately will
cause their demise as they can no longer feed.
Steve Elson has observed adult darters hunting alone in
the Kalgan and Wellstead estuaries and noted that when
surfacing, the birds were presenting with small to medium
sized Black Bream. Black Bream (Acanthopagrus butcheri)
was noted as a common species within Lake Wheatfield
when breeding was reported. It is also a common fish in the
Swan River.
When approaching darter colonies at Gnornbup and Dunns
Swamp, some large juveniles responded to the disturbance
by diving from the nest into the water. This behaviour has
also been observed at Lake Brearley, Maylands and G.O.
Edwards Park at Burswood.
Steve Elson has studied cormorant and darter behaviour
at Booragoon Lake and mentioned he had witnessed this
survival mechanism displayed by all cormorant species and
darters. Large numbers of young Little Pied Cormorants,
Little Black Cormorants and Great Cormorants were observed
to deliberately, and almost in unison, dive into the water.
Young darters that dive into the water swim under water for
some distance, surface and settle amongst vegetation. These
young birds are strong swimmers and their white down
appears water proof when they emerge, similar to young
ducklings or cygnets. All observations made of this behaviour
amongst this group of birds indicated that the young would
only leave the nest or dive into the water at more than three
weeks of age. At this stage the birds were more advanced in
their development, able to raise and support their necks and
had an adequate covering of down or feathers.
Adult Australasian Darters arriving at Booragoon Lake
in the afternoon would settle on the water and feed the
young that were settled amongst floating vegetation or the
more advanced young that were able to perch on partly
submerged vegetation and branches.

Historical information
Some Australasian Darter colonies have been in use for
many years (Table 1). Darters have been recorded breeding
at Gnornbup (Gnorbup) Swamp (Jerramungup) since 1985
and information from Steve Elson indicates that they were
still breeding there in 2017, more than 30 years later. The
nests were mainly found in flooded Yate and Paperbark
trees. Most contained solitary darter nests. There were ten
breeding pairs at Gnorbup Swamp in 2017, less than the
2013 breeding season when there were 16 breeding pairs. In
June 2017 most of the nests supported advanced young with
three to five chicks.
Australasian Darter were breeding in 1989 at Dunns Swamp,
approximately 3.5 km as the crow flies or 5.5 km by road
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east-northeast of Hopetoun, and this is still an active colony
with up to eight pairs (J. Tucker pers. comm.).
There are records from 1980 to 2004 of breeding at
Booragoon Lake throughout the year as the lake held water
even during the summer. Typically, up to six pairs were
noted breeding around the lake and they were one of the
most common birds to breed at the lake (W. Maddeford,
pers. comm.). The lower water levels are likely to be the
reason they no longer breed there although Australian White
Ibis and Little Pied Cormorant did breed there in 2017.
Historical records for the Spectacles were provided by
Steve Elson. He surveyed the lakes in May, June, July and
September 1994, in September 1995 and May and June
1996. Very large breeding colonies of both Australian White
Ibis and Straw-necked Ibis were located in the middle of
the lake, mostly the eastern end. Great Egrets and Nankeen
Night-Herons nested amongst the tall flooded paper barks
on the western end whilst Australasian Darters were wide
spread over open areas of the lake, mostly single nests on
individual trees. Only on a few occasions were there three to
five pairs nesting on the same tree. Little Black Cormorant
and Little Pied Cormorant colonies were clustered at several
sites to the north-west and north-east of the lake, with most
nests in low growing melaleucas.
Don Carlson mentioned that he recalls having seen an
occasional darter nest along the Collie River 10-12 years
ago. There is also a great wetland along Wellesley Rd.
(Harvey) that used to have darter nests though not recently.
During the Western Australian wetland surveys conducted
between 1981-1985, breeding of up to five pairs of
Australasian Darters was recorded at Chittering Lake and
Needonga Lake over four years. Breeding was observed as
early as September and as late as April and two nests at
Needonga were observed in October 1983. At Chittering,
nests were in clumps of tall shrubs in open water, usually in
the same general area each year (Jaensch et al., 1988).
A nest with darter young was found in a flooded gum beside
the Harvey River (within the delta) in October 1984 (Jaensch
et al., 1988).
Serventy and Whittell (1976) mentioned that Lake Goollelal
(Wanneroo) and a swamp south-west of Coolup are the
nearest darter nesting places to Perth, but clearly the
species has colonised a number of other sites around Perth
since that time.
There is only one breeding record for Lake McLarty, on 21
April 1992, when Colin Davis observed a nest with young
(Table 1). The species has largely been absent from Lake
McLarty over the past ten years, as its presence is closely
linked to the lake’s water depth.
The 'Directory of Important Wetlands in Australia' mentions
darter breeding at Moates Lake (Two Peoples Bay NR; one
record) and at McCarley’s (Ludlow) Swamp. Several pairs of
darter bred regularly at McCarley’s Swamp which is part of
the Vasse-Wonnerup wetland system and 6 km south-west of
Capel (Jaensch et al., 1993).
At Blackwatch Swamp, which is located south of the
intersection of Heron Point Road and the Old Bunbury Road,
darters were reported breeding in December 1987 during the
RAOU Waterbird Usage Survey.
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Marcus Singor

Byrd Swamp Nature
Reserve

again Byrd Swamp Nature Reserve (BSNR) south-east
of Myalup and almost in line with Harvey township. The
mostly ephemeral swamp’s core of about 40 hectares is
part of a much larger area of about 240 hectares, adjoined
in the west by a large block of Department of Biodiversity,
Conservation and Attractions (DBCA) land also contained
within surrounding farmland.
The route I drove consisted of mostly low-lying, flat
grassland, scattered melaleuca, and belts of other
sometimes tall trees on higher ground. At the farmlands,
open water troughs and concrete tanks commonly attract
native birds.
I drove first along the southern road boundary, then back
along the northern approach, Rogers Road. DBCA had fenced
off the swamp, installing a locked barrier gate. Fenced
paddocks surround the swamp. The reserve’s foreground belt
of blackened spindly trees pushes up above dense ground
cover hiding from view what lay beyond. The bushy terrain
looked impossible.
The February 2016 fire that swept through many parts of the
Harvey district resulted in a 37.5 km front which scorched
Byrd Swamp [David Brindle, pers. comm.].
On this field trip, parched, stubbly paddocks showed clumps
of scrub, with large trees some apparently in good health on
higher ground; elsewhere many were blackened and bare.
On this visit I observed mostly terrestrials: small flocks
of Australian Ravens and Australian Magpies, two Regent
Parrots, one Australian Ringneck, scattered pairs of Willy
Wagtails, one Pied Butcherbird, one Nankeen Kestrel, plus a
small flock of Black-faced Woodswallows.
Outside the reserve, I stopped at each narrow bridge that
crossed over channels draining into the swamp reserve’s
extensive basin. A few, verdant, flood-irrigated paddocks
closest to the dykes provided a strong contrast to near
desolate paddocks beyond.
A small flock of Pacific Black Ducks swam out from under one
of the bridges over a drain. The broad channel held a good
body of water, showing almost continuous banks of rushes. A
white flash in the distance caught my eye, the object proving
to be an Australian Pelican swimming against the foreground
to a stunning back drop of the Harvey
Hills.
During my drive home, I found four
Straw-necked Ibis perched in a high,
leafless tree opposite a large, packed
hayshed alongside the entrance to a
cattle farming property.

Commonly, birders-of-a-feather club
together on their outings, absorbed
with their immediate surroundings,
often missing out on opportunities.

I arrived home acutely aware that two
large fires, 2011 and 2013 at Benger
Swamp Nature Reserve, plus the fire
at Byrd Swamp Nature Reserve in
2016, had set those precious wetlands
back some years

It can prove valuable during outings
to stop and chat in the field with local
landowners, or their workers. Goodwill
obtained thereby often may allow
entry to private land offering propitious
birding sites, or provide information
that would direct birders on the day
to other nearby useful sites regularly
used by native birds.
On 28 March, I was racking my
brains for alternative venues to scout
within the Harvey District for our
Myalup Bird Observers (MBO) regular
monthly outings. The day proved dully
overcast, but I decided to reconnoitre

Straw-necked Ibis, Byrd Swamp Nature
Reserve. Photo by Tony France
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Nevertheless, chatting can provide
a steady build-up of useful local
acquaintances providing extra
eyes. About a week before, Trevor
Earnsley-Wilmot, a retired farmer
at South Myalup, volunteered to me
that a large flock of White-tailed
Black-Cockatoos had recently raided
again the row of large mature pines
alongside his mother’s house.
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During bird outings, it obviously pays to talk to locals, using
their experiences, and thereby often gaining access to
promising birding locations on private land. I learned from
a chat with a local on my visit to Byrd Swamp the exact
location of a privately-owned 40 ha block at the fringes of
the reserve, recently purchased by a Harvey district resident,
purely as a retreat to enjoy the bush and to observe wildlife.
I later contacted the owner who proved most willing to allow
visitors.
Perhaps neglected by some birders, the most effective entrée
to private land is empathetic chat on any continent, using
subjects close to the heart, particularly of farmers: crops
and livestock, weather conditions, rather than asking directly
only about native birds. AND NEVER FORGET TO CLOSE THE
GATES AFTER YOU, UNLESS OTHERWISE ADVISED.
Tony France

A FALKLAND EXPERIENCE
Most people who visit the Falkland Islands do so as part of a
cruise to the Antarctic or around South America. Those who
are interested in birds are usually given the opportunity of
visiting one or two penguin colonies by being taken from the
cruise ships to the colonies in a convoy of four-wheel drive
vehicles. Their time at any colony is usually restricted.
The Falkland Islands are made up of two very large islands,
East Falkland and West Falkland, and more than 700
other islands of varying sizes. During summer, penguins
can be seen on many of the islands. Gentoo, Rockhopper
and Magellanic Penguins are the most common, but a
large colony of King Penguins also occurs at a place called
Volunteer Point on East Falkland Island. However, the birdlife
of the Falklands is not confined to penguins. Large Blackbrowed Albatross colonies occur on several of the outlying
islands. There are also large colonies of Imperial Cormorants
and smaller colonies of Rock Cormorants on some islands. A
variety of predatory birds scavenge around the fringes of the
colonies. Geese abound on most of the islands. There is a
variety of waterbirds along the coast and on the inland lakes.
Some attractive smaller birds can also be seen.
My interest in penguins and albatrosses attracted me to
the Falklands, but I realised I needed
more than a couple of days to see and
photograph what the Falklands had to
offer. I discovered that LANTAM Airlines
does a commercial flight once a week,
on Saturdays, from Santiago in Chile
to Mount Pleasant, the main airport
of the Falklands. That gets one to the
Falklands, but once there how does one
get to the various islands? How long
and where can one stay on an island?
In truth the answers to those queries
are quite simple. The government air
service (FIGAS) conducts daily flights
between the islands. Many of the islands
are privately owned, generally as sheep
farms, and some of the owners provide
accommodation for tourists wishing to
visit them.
My researches revealed that the weather
in summer is somewhat unpredictable. It
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is usually windy, sometimes very windy, and one can expect
rain. The temperature usually hovers around 15 degrees
Celsius, but it can get much colder. During summer daylight
lasts about 16 hours. That’s a bonus.
I conducted an investigation into what bird colonies occurred
on specific islands, particularly those where accommodation
was available. I based my selections on my wish to visit at
least one, preferably two, Black-browed Albatross colonies,
an Imperial Cormorant colony and my desires to see
Rockhopper Penguins at close quarters and to visit the King
Penguin colony. I then contacted a Falkland travel agent
and asked her to try to fit all my wishes into a two week
visit. After some negotiation she managed to arrange for my
wife, Janet, and I to visit Bleaker Island, Sea Lion Island,
Saunders Island and Carcass Island. The owner of Carcass
Island also provided boat access to West Point Island where
a Black-browed Albatross colony was located. That covered
nine nights of accommodation and the final five nights were
to be in the capital, Stanley, from where we could do four
wheel drive day trips to penguin colonies on East Falkland
Island, including a visit to Volunteer Point to see the King
Penguins. The limited accommodation at Volunteer Point had
already been fully booked.
We arrived at Mount Pleasant Airport on Saturday afternoon.
As soon as we had cleared customs and immigration we
were escorted to a FIGAS light plane waiting to take us to
Bleaker Island, 20 minutes away. Landing on Bleaker was
a new experience. As we descended to land we could see
no sign of a landing strip. There wasn’t one. We just landed
on the grass! We got out of the plane and were taken in a
land rover by our waiting host to our cottage. A few hours of
daylight remained and despite the threatening rain I decided
to visit the nearby Imperial Cormorant colony. Armed with
my binoculars, camera, GPS and a dribag I walked to the
colony. There more than a thousand birds were closely
congregated over a flat area, most of them caring for well
grown young. Skuas, Dolphin Gulls, Kelp Gulls and Snowy
Sheathbills hovered around the perimeter. As it had not
started to rain I decided to walk on another kilometre to
where I had been told I could find a Rockhopper Penguin
colony. After navigating a pathway through some tall tussock
grass I found the colony, consisting mainly of penguin chicks,
perhaps 50 of them, at the top of a rocky area about 50
metres above the sea from where the adult penguins were
ascending and descending the almost vertical rock face to
get to and from the colony. No other
human was nearby. What a humbling
experience to view the comings and
goings of those agile penguins! A
privilege to be there. As cormorants flew
over I thought the penguins must wish
they could fly. With rain threatening and
the best part of two kilometres to get
back to the cottage I left the colony,
already planning another visit for the
next day

Long-tailed Meadowlark, Falkland
Islands. Photo by Dusty Millar

It did rain on the way back. I needed to
use the dribag. The wind was fierce. The
rain drops turned to small hailstones. I
soon realised the track I was following
was not taking me where I intended
to go. I got out my GPS, which told
me I had to make a right angle turn.
Somehow, I had missed passing the
cormorant colony on the way back, but
with the GPS telling me my destination
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distance was reducing I eventually saw the cottage and other
farm buildings. I got there drenched through, but still in
time for dinner. After dinner it was still light enough for me
to photograph some of the ducks, geese and a Magellanic
Oystercatcher at a nearby beach. What an unforgettable
introduction to the Falklands!

passing parade, with adult birds taking off and landing, pair
bonding and sometimes feeding their chick. Towards evening
the sky was filled with hundreds of gliding birds stretching
above the ocean. Once again, a privilege to be there.
A 40 minute walk along the cliff top took us to another
Rockhopper Penguin colony, but the Rockhoppers shared this
one with the Imperial Cormorants. The chicks and adults
seemed to get on well with each other, but it was hard work
for the Rockhoppers to get to the colony and they must have
envied the cormorants’ ability to fly directly onto the ocean
surface.

After Bleaker we spent a night at the village of Darwin before
going on to Sea Lion Island. Before departing from Darwin
our hosts had to escort a flock of sheep from the landing
paddock to allow our plane to land! At Sea Lion Island we
stayed for three nights in delightful accommodation and
with excellent meals. Sea Lion Island is a nature reserve.
Away from the cliffs there was a beach that was frequented
It does have an air strip. Besides several Gentoo Penguin
by Magellanic and Gentoo Penguins. On the way there it was
colonies, innumerable Magellanic Penguin burrows and
possible to see the very handsome Long-tailed Meadowlarks
another cliff top Rockhopper Penguin colony, it is home
with males displaying bright red chests. However, the main
to Southern Sea Lions and
attraction of the island was
Elephant Seals. Southern
the albatrosses. We spent
Giant Petrels, Steamer Ducks
many hours watching them
and Kelp Geese hovered near
and were reluctant to leave
the sea lions. The island also
even when we realised that
has several inland lakes where
time does not stop.
a variety of waterbirds could
be seen, including Silvery
Carcass Island was chosen
Grebes, Chiloe Wigeons and
as a place to visit because it
numerous Crested Ducks.
also offered boat access to
Near one of the lakes, which
West Point Island, on which
we walked round, we saw
is located a large Blacka Striated Caracara, Turkey
browed Albatross colony. We
Vultures, a Magellanic Snipe,
did a day trip to West Point
Rufous-chested Dotterels
and once there we were
and numerous Tussac-birds
driven to the colony. It was
and Falkland Thrushes. When
located among some tall
we visited the Rockhopper
tussock (‘tussac’) grass on
Penguin colony we were
a steep slope. There were
also able to see a lonesome
demarcated pathways through
Macaroni Penguin, which
the grass. The albatrosses
had joined the Rockhoppers,
were sharing the location with
presumably to moult. Again,
more Rockhopper Penguins,
Black-browed Albatross, Falkland Islands. Photo by Dusty Millar
we marvelled at the ability of
whilst Striated Caracaras
(see also p55)
the Rockhoppers to scale the
hovered nearby. By moving
rocks to get to the flat area
down the side of the slope
where their chicks waited. The beaches on the island allowed
we were able to get a good view of the ledge from whence
us to view the other penguin species entering and coming
the Rockhoppers entered and left the ocean and thus admire
out of the ocean. It was fascinating to watch them and to
their efforts to overcome the waves and rough swell. On the
try to capture some of their antics on camera. A Two-banded
return trip to Carcass Island a Sei Whale came into view
Plover with a recently hatched runner was another beach
and breached ahead of the boat. The rocky beach adjacent
attraction. Away from the coast smaller birds were common,
to our accommodation was frequented by numerous Kelp
especially Black-throated Finches and Black-chinned Siskins.
Geese and smaller numbers of Magellanic Penguins, Blackish
Oystercatchers, Rock Cormorants, Falkland Night-Herons,
Saunders Island was different. Our accommodation was
House Wrens and Dark-faced Ground Tyrants. Another
in a well equipped two-bedroom cabin at a spot called the
Magellanic Snipe posed and stretched its wing in the nearby
Rookery, but we had to cater for ourselves. Fortunately, on
grass. With hind sight we should have stayed longer on
our arrival on the island we were able to purchase all our
Carcass Island as there was much more to explore than the
needs, like baked beans, beer and even milk direct from
beach near our accommodation and the owner of the island
one of the dairy herd, from the farm store. We were then
would have driven us, or allowed us to drive, further afield.
driven to our cabin and told we had it to ourselves for two
nights, whereupon another couple would join us. No outside
In Stanley we visited the museum, church and some of the
contact was available save for an emergency radio. Within
shops and restaurants. From there we did a Battlefield tour
500 metres of the cabin was the start of a Black-browed
and day trips to Volunteer Point and to more Rockhopper
Albatross colony, which stretched along the cliff for about a
and Gentoo Penguin colonies located on East Falkland Island.
kilometre. However, it was raining when we got there and
The day trip to Volunteer Point was another memorable
the rain persisted until darkness. We decided to wait until the experience. We were driven by our guide over some of the
morning to visit the colony. It was blissful to have the cabin
roughest tracks imaginable to get there, but despite the
and surrounds to ourselves. We were able to move along the
two and a half hours drive (and then back again) it was
cliff top, some 40 metres above the sea, and look down at
worth the discomforts. There were about a thousand King
the ledges on which the albatross’ nest mounds were located
Penguins, some incubating eggs and some with small chicks,
and on which large fluffy chicks were seated awaiting their
making up the colony. Close by was a Gentoo Penguin colony
parents’ attention. Time seemed to stop as we watched the
with chicks almost as big as their parents. The colonies
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were located about 500 metres from a beach where, once
again, we were able to observe and photograph the penguins
entering and leaving the water. From an outcrop bordering
the beach we were able to see a flock of Brown-hooded
Gulls and a pair of South American Terns sheltering from the
strong wind.
My only disappointment was that we did not see any Blacknecked Swans on the islands. However, I was assured that
I would see plenty of them when we got to southern Chile
where we intended to spend a week sight-seeing.
Dusty Millar

CLOSE ENCOUNTER WITH A
WESTERN BRISTLEBIRD

For sale!
KOWA Spotting Scope
with excellent Tripod: $400
Ring: 9313 4575

For sale!
Binoculars
Rare Bird
by Tasco: $150
Ring 9313 4575

With some unexpected time to spare over the Labour Day
long weekend I decided to head south for a few days. Calling
in to the Stirling Ranges and then Cheynes Beach, I arrived
just in time for morning tea and the Campout Birdcall!
The following day while birding on one of the tracks behind
the caravan park I was watching the goings on of some
of the local honeyeaters when a Western Bristlebird came
out of the scrub right next to me! It seemed oblivious to
me and walked past within centimetres of my feet. For the
next 20 minutes I followed it up and down the track giving
my camera a good workout. The early morning sun was
throwing long shadows making things a bit awkward for
taking pictures and the bird stuck doggedly to the shady side
as it made its way along the track. I eventually found myself
crazily trying to herd it into the sunlight which I briefly
succeeded in doing, resulting in a couple of half decent
photos.
Finally, it decided to take off back into the scrub and I went
back to camp for a cup of tea shaking my head at such an
unusual episode.
Peter White

Western Bristlebird, Cheynes Beach. Photo by
Peter White (see report, p43)
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Crossword No. 35
CLUES

by Pam Agar

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10
11
12
13

14

15

ACROSS
1. Sequence of bird list.
6. Meeting leader.
8. Genus of grass parrots.
10. The size of it may suggest the occupant.
11. Large hawk common to most of the Australian
coastline.
13. Number of waders likely at Broome in March/April.
18. Not what you want when banding.
19. Ground-feeding songbird, absent from WA.
21. Speed of motion.
23. Common food of Brown Falcon.
25. You’re likely to see Cattle Egrets in one.
26. Button-quail species seen in WA

16
17

18

19
20
21

22

25

23

26

24

DOWN
2. Likely number of Brahminy Kite chicks.
3. A good park to start birding.
4. Common name for a Sharp-tailed Sandpiper.
5. Group with common characteristics.
7. A problem if seabirds do this with spilt oil.
9. Useful area for bird use.
11. Goal
12. Brief account.
14. Nature of Grey Fantail’s nest.
15. It’s to inform the public.
16. In good condition.
17. Useful if stuck in the mud!
20. Alarm calls are used to do this.
22. That of a Great Bowerbird’s tail is whitish.
24. On a cliff-nester’s egg, one is more pointed.

See page 53 for Answers

Tweets by Gary Tate

“Heads or tails”
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“Corellas x 2 win.”
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Notices
Monday 24 – 28 September
Karroun Hill campout –
proposed Great Western
Woodlands survey
The GWW survey will follow on after
the Remlap campout. Karroun Hill is
about 50 km north of Beacon and just to
the east of Remlap. We are looking for
birders who are comfortable identifying
the birds of the GWW by sight and
by call. These areas are very remote,
requiring 4 x 4 vehicles. Participants
must be completely self-sufficient
with regards to shelter, food, water
and fuel. Not all areas are suitable for
caravans and camper trailers. We need
a minimum of two vehicles for this
survey.
Leader: Andrew and Jill Hobbs.
Further information:
gww@birdlife.org.au.

Monday October 8 – 11
Transline campout proposed Great Western
Woodlands survey

Volunteers needed to enter survey
sheets into Birdata
Do you have some free time and a computer, smart
phone or tablet? BirdLife WA have hundreds of survey
sheets that need to be entered into Birdata. These are
survey forms from the Suburban Bird Surveys which
commenced in the 1990s. Once entered into Birdata
these valuable bird records can be analysed for trends
and changes! Training will be provided.
Please contact Robyn.pickering@birdlife.org.au
for further information.
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The Transline survey area lies east
of Kalgoorlie and follows the Trans
Australian Railway on the south side as
far as 12 km before Kitchener. We are
looking for birders who are comfortable
identifying the birds of the GWW
by sight and by call. These areas are
very remote, requiring 4 x 4 vehicles.
Participants must be completely selfsufficient with regards to shelter, food,
water and fuel. Not all areas are suitable
for caravans and camper trailers. We
need a minimum of two vehicles for this
survey.
Leader to be announced.
Further information:
gww@birdlife.org.au.
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COMMUNITY EDUCATION
COMMITTEE
WINTER BIRD CLASSES
JUNE 23rd & 24th 2018
The BirdLife WA Community Education
Committee is holding a weekend of Winter
Bird Classes at the WA ECO CENTRE, 167
Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat, WA 6014.
Presenters: Rod Smith, Brice Wells, Frank
O’Connor, Tegan Douglas and Marieke
Weerheim
Sat, June 23rd Bird Identification – Raptors
with Frank O’Connor
Bird Identification – WA
Parrots and Cockatoos with
Brice Wells

Sunday 10 June: Photogroup
Workshop:
Canon Digital Photo Professional
Software
Meeting Room, BirdLife Western
Australia Office,
Bold Park, 2.00 – 3.30pm
Canon’s Digital Photo Professional software is by
far the best tool you can use to convert Canon RAW
files to TIFF or jpg files, better than programs that
use Adobe RAW. It is far more than a conversion
tool, however and for Canon users it is well worth
understanding how to use it.
Explore just what you can do with RAW files in
Digital Photo Professional (DPP). Many of the very
best Canon photographers from Arthur Morris to
Georgina Steytler use DPP.
Numbers are limited so please reserve your place by
ringing the BirdLife office on a weekday morning on
9383 7749.
Leader: Sandra Wallace

Sun, June 24th Birdata & Citizen Science —
Dr. Tegan Douglas
Bird Calls — Marieke
Weerheim
REGISTRATION: 8.45am
CLASS:

9.00am – 12.30pm – morning
tea provided

COST:

$15 per day, to be paid on the
day.

To reserve a place: phone the BirdLife
Western Australia office on 9383 7749
during office hours,
Mon-Fri 9.30am – 12.30pm
or email: wa@birdlife.org.au
State your name, a contact number,
email address and the sessions you wish
to attend.
These classes are open to all and no previous
birdwatching experience is necessary!

Art Exhibition
We are proposing holding an Art Exhibition
for all members of BirdLife at some point
during 2019 at a venue in Perth. We would
be very interested to hear from members if
they would like to exhibit at this exhibition
– paintings, weaving, sewing, embroidery,
photographs, pottery, sculptures in fact any
art form – the theme does not necessarily
have to be birds but it would be good if we
had that as our theme. Before we go any
further with our plans we decided it would
be a good idea to contact all members to
see what the interest is.
We thought that a $5 charge to exhibit
would be reasonable – as many entries as
you like and perhaps 10% of the sales – you
do not need to sell your art work but if you
wish to, it would be a good opportunity to
do so.
We look forward to hearing from you.
BIrdLife WA
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Help restore Black-Cockatoo
habitat
Join the Friends of Maralla Road Nature
Reserve, WWF-Australia and BirdLife
Australia for a morning of planting to help
rehabilitate this beautiful site used by BlackCockatoos and other wildlife, then enjoy a
free thank you lunch.
When: Saturday, June 16th, 9am-12pm
Where: Maralla Road Nature Reserve,
Ellenbrook (map of meeting point available)
Bring: Wet weather gear, sun protection,
sturdy enclosed footwear and long pants
We provide: Plants, tools, gloves and lunch

Community
Planting Event
Saturday 7th July:
Native Bird Oasis,
Bibra Lake Reserve,
Bibra Lake
Hug a tree then plant it! Join us for a fun filled
morning improving habitat values within this
reserve and helping support local native birds
including the Carnaby’s Black Cockatoo.
Event is 9am-1pm and includes morning tea
and BBQ lunch. The City of Cockburn provides
all tools and equipment you just need to
wear enclosed shoes, long pants and bring
a hat (and jacket if rain is forecast). Meet at
Cockburn Wetlands Education Centre carpark
and follow signs to planting site.
To register visit www.ticketbooth.com.au/
CityofCockburn
or email customer@cockburn.wa.gov.au
or call 9411 3444
for more information.

RSVP to Shenaye Hummerston, WWFAustralia 0455 066 897
shummertson@wwf.org.au

Christine Groom

Donations to
BirdLife Western Australia
The Western Australian Branch is aiming to be in the financial
position to support conservation work through projects, particularly
aimed at threatened species. With the decline in government funding,
support for this work through donations and bequests is one way this
aim can be realised in the future.
Tax deductible donations specifically for BirdLife Western Australia
can be made to BirdLife Western Australia through our office at
Peregrine House. A tax deductible receipt will be issued.
If the donation is being made as a direct deposit in the BirdLife
Western Australia bank account, it is important to signify who it
is from and that it is specifically for BirdLife Western Australia.
Donations will then be held in a separate account so that they can be
accounted for through the national office each year in accordance with
the Federal Taxation Department requirements.
Such donations, unless specified by the donor for a particular
purpose, will be used to assist in meeting the objectives of the
organisation.
If you have decided to make a lasting legacy to BirdLife Australia in
your Will, contact Bequests Officer Ralf Sternad on 03 9347 0757
for a confidential discussion on your options, including any specific
requests (e.g. support for black cockatoos in WA).
Viv Read
Chair

Page 36

New WA members
The following WA people joined BirdLife Australia during the
period 29 January to 30 April 2018:

M Clarke, P Conforti, D Coughran, P Csermelyi,
A Godley, H Gong, M Goodwin, M Greenwood, K HarringHarris, M Harrington, R Harrison, B Hicks, M Hopkins,
M Hopkins, C Lipka, R Lonsdale, G Maglio, J Mannolini,
J-M Maujean, J Mayhew, J McConigley, V McPhail,
J Pearce, L Peden, M Pekin, G Richmond, K Schroeder,
M Sellwood, R Shardlow, R Sydney, L Vasey, S Vinciullo,
H Watkins, M Williams and C Young
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Country branches
ALBANY BRANCH
Excursion reports
14 November 2017 outing, Stirling Range
Our traditional spring visit to the Stirling Range was blessed
by fine weather. We started the morning with a walk along
the Ongerup Creek trail which yielded sightings of Western
Yellow Robin, Tawny-crowned Honeyeater, Striated Pardalote
and Mistletoebird. After morning tea, we visited the
Stirling Range Retreat where we encountered both Restless
Flycatcher and Willie Wagtail nesting, the latter having set up
shop on a tractor. Other sightings included Purple-crowned
Lorikeets feeding young, Blue-breasted Fairy-wren and the
resident Australian Owlet-nightjar. Total tally for the day was
a respectable 51 species.
12 December 2017 outing, Lake Seppings / Emu Point
As has been the custom in recent years, we started our
December excursion at Lake Seppings.
Duck numbers were low, but we did get to see a variety of
species including Musk Duck, Blue-billed Duck and Hardhead.
There were only a few distant Hoary-headed Grebes and
Black Swans so we decided to try our luck with bushbirds.
Sacred Kingfisher, Red-winged Fairy-wren and Golden
Whistler were obliging, but Red-eared Firetails which are
usually easily seen along the walk trail remained elusive.
With the lake's water levels still very high, we missed seeing
Spotless Crake, Buff-banded Rail and Black-fronted Dotterel
normally seen feeding on exposed mud near the bird hide.
Approaching the causeway, we could already hear the noise
made by the nesting ibis whose numbers at the lake have

increased dramatically in recent years. Much of the fringing
vegetation on the southern end of the lake had been taken
over by nesting Straw-necked and Australian White Ibis.
We continued on to Emu Point where we observed Common
Sandpiper, Common Greenshank and Red-necked Stint
before indulging in our shared Christmas lunch.
23 January 2018 outing, Kalgan / Oyster Harbour
We met at the parking area adjacent to Lower King Bridge
where we enjoyed good views of the resident Australian
Hobby. With no Welcome Swallows, normally found in the
vicinity of the bridge, in sight we wondered whether they
had been preyed upon by the three hobbies we encountered.
We visited the extensive mudflats at the Kalgan River
estuary and found a good variety of shorebirds present:
Grey Plover, Common Greenshank, Bar-tailed Godwit, Rednecked Stint, Red and Great Knot as well as Australian Pied
Oystercatcher. The single Terek Sandpiper and a lone Ruddy
Turnstone were the highlight of the day. We also saw Whitebellied Sea-eagle, Osprey and Whistling Kite. Our plans to
have morning tea at the Oyster Harbour Fish Traps were
changed due to a very noisy and dusty lawn mower. We
did, however, stop long enough to admire the Osprey pair
and their two fledged young at their nest tree. Lunch took
place in the park adjacent to Lower King Bridge where we
continued to observe Ospreys.
The local branch also offers a summer holiday bird walk
around Lake Seppings and participated in World Wetlands
Day events which were well-attended.
Anne Bondin

CAPE TO CAPE GROUP
Program

Excursion reports

Saturday 9 June: Half-day excursion, Karri country,
inland from Flinders Bay, Augusta

Margaret River to Cape Mentelle and Kilcarnup,
25 February

Meet at 9.00 am off Leeuwin Road. Drive through Augusta,
past Turner Caravan Park and Osnaberg Street (on left),
turn right into the track a little further on (not the TV tower
track directly opposite Osnaberg Street). We will proceed
from there. There is an easy walk to an area of tall Karri in
the national park, bordering a low, swampy area. We will be
looking for suitable black-cockatoo habitat and may visit the
water treatment ponds nearby. Bring water/snacks in a back
pack. If inclement weather we can retreat to Colourpatch
or Bakery. Stay on for lunch at Flinders Bay (picnic tables/
toilets).

Eight of us took the bird walk from the Margaret Rivermouth across to Kilcarnup beach. We took a short walk up
the estuary where we saw Silver Gull, Pacific Black Duck,
Pied Cormorant, White-faced Heron, Australian White Ibis,
Little Black Cormorant, Australian Pied Oystercatcher and
Black-fronted Dotterel, then headed north across the bar and
up the Cape to Cape Track. We found ourselves at the top of
a limestone cliff overlooking a stunning wine glass shaped
bay. I pointed out the Osprey nest and Herbie spotted two
Ospreys perched on rocks on the cliff side not too far from
us, presenting some great viewing opportunities. Then to
our delight two more Ospreys flew in. After spending some
time observing the birds, we moved on to Cape Mentelle. As
we approached Kilcarnup beach we found black seeds with
red edges (Acacia cyclops) on the sand. There were prints
in the sand near the seeds that looked about the right size
for a pigeon—Common Bronzewing? At Kilcarnup beach we

Leader: Roger Crabtree
All excursions are for BirdLife Australia members and the
general public. For details of any of the above, please
contact Christine Wilder cwilderone@yahoo.com.au or Boyd
Wykes majyx@iinet.net.au
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observed Sooty Oystercatcher, Pacific Gull, Crested Tern and
an Australasian Gannet.
We headed back. The Ospreys had obviously decided to
go fishing and we did see a pair off shore flying parallel
to the coast. We had some good sightings of the elusive
White-browed Scrubwrens on the way back, briefly saw
an immature Golden Whistler and a Southern Emu-wren
appeared above the foliage for a moment, long enough to
have a quick peek.
Peter St Clair-Baker
Beenup Wetlands, 10 March
There was a good turn-out for the Beenup Wetlands
excursion with 16 of us meeting up, including members of
the Lower Blackwood Land Care Group. Wendy and Rhonda
gave a brief history of the property, from farm paddock,

mine-site in the late 1990s, through rehabilitation to the
present day. I worked at the mine in 1997, re-visiting soon
after it closed to check for Hooded Plovers, and since 2004
have introduced BirdLife WA groups to the site, with the bird
species tally for the property now up around 119. It was
a treat to see the change in vegetation, dense in places,
and the various reed beds providing bird habitat. On this
visit gusty winds kept bushbird numbers down with the
waterbirds stars of the day and a total of 42 bird species
seen.
Some stayed on for lunch under trees in the paddock nearby,
where Terry Scott heard a Stubble Quail and later, when
walking through the grass on the side of the track, a Stubble
Quail was flushed.
Christine Wilder

MYALUP GROUP
Excursion reports

species spotted, including three Scarlet Robins and many
Splendid Fairy-wrens hopping around our feet.

Shorebird count on western shore of Lake Preston
Sunday 11 February 2018

After bird spotting in this area we proceeded to view the
dam and then drove to the quarry picnic area to have our
morning tea. After enjoying this area with more birds to be
seen we then proceeded on down to the face of the dam.
This was exhilarating as the water was turned on and was
gushing out from the large pipe at the bottom of the dam
with the mist covering our cars.

As a part of the annual state-wide shorebird count held
on 11 February, Tony France and Errol Harwood surveyed
the western shore of Lake Preston, heading out at 5 am
in an attempt to beat the heat. In doing so they surveyed
approximately 95% of that shoreline. It was a cloudless
day with a moderate south-easterly breeze which created
difficulty in visibility along the shoreline due to the
accumulation of saline foam. The lake level was higher than
has been experienced on previous counts which is due to the
higher rainfall last winter and the unseasonably heavy rain
received in January. As a result, many of the islands which
are usually exposed and which provide roosting spots for
birds, were inundated.
A far greater number of Silver Gulls were seen this time and
it was thought that this was possibly due to an increased
number of larvae and small invertebrates that had found
the changed conditions of the water favourable. In addition,
there was a significant number of Australian Shelduck
counted. Other species included Red-capped Plover, Rednecked Stint, Pied Stilt and Hooded Plover. However, the
numbers were well down on previous years and it was
suggested that this could be a result of the abundant water
available inland.
The birds counted were Pied Stilt 245, Grey Plover 1,
Red-capped Plover 96, Hooded Plover 2, Red-necked Stilt
50, Unidentified Small Waders 212, Black Swan 252,
Australasian Shelduck 1158, Grey Teal 200, Pacific Black
Duck 250, White-faced Heron 2, Silver Gull 860.
Errol Harwood

Soon after watching a flock of white-tailed black-cockatoos
fly by we drove down Lennard Drive along the Collie River.
This area is very scenic with the Marris flowering and
dappled sunlight shining through the trees whilst driving
down to Honeymoon Pool. On our way we stopped off at
The Rapids and Big Rock, which was a fascinating sight with
volumes of water flowing over the rocks and creating rapids
and waterfalls. Here some of us saw a Brown Goshawk being
frightened off by some Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos.
After crossing the river at the bridge, we parked at
Honeymoon Pool where there were a large number of
campers. After briefly checking out the area we took the
river walk to check for any birds nearby. Here we saw a
number of Pacific Black Ducks in the river, attracted there
by the food from the campers. Grey Currawongs were also
spotted showing a great display of black and white feathers
while in flight.
A great day was experienced by everyone with 30 species
seen and the scenery along the river was one of the
highlights of the day.
Alan Burdett
Thanks to Alan for organising and running this excursion and
providing the report and photographs.
Harvey hills area, 21 April

Wellington Dam, 17 February
The day started off well with all meeting at the Wellington
Dam kiosk where we gathered to discuss the plan of action
for the morning’s birdwatching. At the kiosk car park area
there were many small birds to observe with around eight
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Our trio of adventurist MBO members gathered at the
Harvey Visitors Centre car park on 21 April and then set off
to explore the Harvey hills area via South Western Highway,
along Mornington Road, Martin Road and left at the junction
with Sandalwood Road, looking for a likely spot to stop and
observe. During the journey birds were not found to be
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abundant. About 4 km from the turnoff we took a side track
into the bush and came to a halt in a gully which looked
promising. We then stopped and partook of the mandatory
“Margaret Jones” (i.e. morning tea) and waited to see if the
birds would come out. Unfortunately, it seemed that they
had decided to sleep in, which was probably a wise decision
given the grey skies and
the forecast of storm and
tempest.

side, with three black and the rest white on the right side.
It also had small white feathers on its shoulders and yellow
ones on its breast and belly.
I was also able to get some very good photographs of the
Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo with open wings showing a variety
of colour which looked quiet
spectacular. The tail feathers
are quite unique with a
variety of colours starting
at the base with yellow then
slowly changing the orange
midway then at the end of the
tail feathers they have subtle
black tips.

In the absence of any action
we then headed to South
Western Highway and paused
to observe a large pond
at the side of the highway
in the White Rocks Farm.
The pond contained the
expected waterbirds and a
pair of Yellow-billed Spoonbill
with some domestic geese
with Welcome Swallows
swooping over the fields.
Not to be deterred we then
proceeded to Brunswick and
in particular the Brunswick
River Walk. Again, we were
Dusky Woodswallows, Myalup outing. Photo by Caroline Burdett
to be disappointed by the
absence of birds. Taking the
hint, we then retreated to
the Brunswick Bakery to partake of an early lunch. Despite
the absence of birds, we had a good time and enjoyed our
Wildlife recovery
conversations.
Errol Harwood

Sighting of rare leucism in Red-tailed
Black-Cockatoo
On Wednesday 7 March 2018, at Spencer Street, Bunbury
I observed ten Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos flying to their
resting sites in South Bunbury and noticed one of them had
a light coloured front body and wings. This struck me as
unusual so over the next few weeks I looked for them each
day as they flew regularly over this area to feed. After four
weeks of observing I was lucky to see this cockatoo again in
a group of three flying by, so I quickly drove in the direction
but was unsuccessful in locating them. (see photos, p2)
On Thursday 5 April 2018 (third sighting and photographs—
My Lucky Day)' while driving through Bunbury I heard
some black-cockatoos calling and drove in the direction to
investigate. On arrival I noticed approximately ten cockatoos
resting in trees and on stopping I waited for about ten
minutes before stepping out of the car and checking trees.
Here I found approximately 12 Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos
together and one perched by its own. This was the leucistic
Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo and as I did not have my camera
I quickly left and returned with my 750D Canon Camera
with 55-250 telephoto lens. On returning to the area, the
cockatoos had flown off and as I could see them in the
distance, I took off in pursuit. Finally, they landed in a Cape
Lilac tree where I was able to get many good photographs
of the rare leucistic Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo and the other
birds feeding.
The photographs turned out reasonably well and they
showed yellow neck feathers, some yellow feathers on the
head and the primary wing feathers are white on the left
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Saturday 14 April. I was
able to locate the flock of
approximately 15 cockatoos
and followed them around to
the Tree Street area in East
Bunbury. On settling in a tree,
I was able to take a video
which shows the leucistic
cockatoo feeding on the Cape
Lilac berries and soon after
the group flew away towards
the east.
Allan Burdett

The following is a synopsis of the report provided by Maurice
and Sandra Stonehouse on their wildlife recovery activities.
They have been quite busy with a number of injured
animals, including birds, continuing to be brought to them.
They released the Southern Boobook, Grey Butcherbird
and Common Bronzewing that they were caring for, and
were very upset to find the remains of the bronzewing two
days later. Apparently, it had fallen prey to the neighbour’s
cat. The Southern Boobook and Grey Butcherbird were
subsequently returned to them by people in Yarloop and
it seems they are still flying around their property. The
Australian Shelduck which was delivered to them as a
duckling, is also still being seen around the property despite
being released. It seems that it has taken a liking to the
pond on their property and shown itself to be a real little
'personality'.
They also have had a number of badly injured birds delivered
to them in recent times, which sadly, after having been
assessed by the vet have been euthanized. These have
included 1 Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo, 1 Carnaby’s BlackCockatoo, 4 Galahs, 2 Australian Magpies, 1 Collared
Sparrowhawk and 1 Red Wattlebird. Fortunately, a number
of other birds including a Laughing Kookaburra, Australian
Magpie and Red Wattlebird recovered sufficiently to have
been released soon after being cared for by Maurice and
Sandra.
Maurice also reported an absence of insects and bugs which
he presumes is a result of the fire and this has caused a
need to hand feed a number of local wildlife including birds,
some bandicoots, skinks etc. Maurice and Sandra are most
grateful for the MBO’s ongoing support.
Convenor: Errol Harwood Ph. 9720 2963
M. 0417 174 147 Email jkbs@iinet.net.au
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Waterford Foreshore,
7 January 2018

tail end, caught a brief view. We did see four raptor species
and a female White-winged Triller. After morning tea, we
added another seven bushbirds to the list for a total of 53
species for the morning.

A group of 37, including new members and visitors, met at
the Curtin University Boat Sheds in Waterford. The weather
had been hot for the past two days, but on this morning it
was cooler but still fine. Lorraine and Richard divided us into
two parties because we were such a large group. Lorraine
led one group into the tea tree swamp and then onto Sandon
Reserve, while the others walked along the river path
towards Waterford.

Thanks to Bob Paterson and Bill Russell for assisting with
access and their expertise.

Casuarina trees along the path leading to Bodkin
Park, Waterford, are infested with mistletoe and soon
Mistletoebirds were seen by all. As we continued we found
waterbirds and a Sacred Kingfisher. A little further on we
were delighted to come across a pair of Brown Goshawks
calling to each other. When we reached the bay out from
Clontarf, a small raft of Musk Ducks was spotted. In the
reed beds at the new housing development we heard Little
Grassbirds and Australian Reed Warblers were heard by
some and seen by others.
Meanwhile, the other group found a
Nankeen Night-Heron, a White-faced
Heron and an Australian White Ibis
all in the same view at the Tea Tree
swamp near the car park. Further on
some people saw a female Whitewinged Triller, an unusual bird for the
area.

Sue Abbotts

Rottnest Shorebird 2020
COUNT, 9-11 FEBRUARY
Seventeen hardy souls signed up to attend the twice-annual
count of shorebirds on Rottnest, which was undertaken for
both the Rottnest Island Authority and the Shorebirds 2020
database. This year the accommodation was at The Stables,
a renovated house at the western end of the causeway. This
had a lovely lake view, complete with Crested Terns flying
over with fish for their young. It was
also closer to the survey sites, making
the logistics of the weekend much
easier— some surveyors were able
to walk to their lakes leaving room in
the vehicles for those going to more
distant locations. Other surveyors
were able to obtain cafe coffee at
almost a moment’s notice!
The strong wind made the surveys
challenging but all lakes and several
swamps were investigated. By midday
Sunday a respectable total of 59
species had been recorded including
34 shorebirds and 25 others.

We ended the walk at the boat sheds
because the day was becoming too
hot for birding. The count for the day
was 65 birds, a good tally, which we
put down to so many extra eyes on
the day. The new members were most
impressed by the Mistletoebird, Musk
Duck, Nankeen Night-Heron and Brown
Goshawk.
Sandra West

Nambeelup,
4 February

Beach Stone-curlew, Salmon Bay, Rottnest
Island. Photo by Robert Schmidt (see also
Observations, p11)

With the maximum 20 people we went into the Nambeelup
Settling Ponds. This year we had 14 waterbird species,
though not necessarily in the ponds. In the deeper ponds
there were Pacific Black Duck, Australian Wood Duck and
Grey Teal and on the compost piles there were White-faced
Heron, Australian White and Straw-necked Ibis. There was
one pond perfect for waders with the right water depth and
reeds for cover. We had good views of Pied Stilt, Sharp-tailed
Sandpiper, Red-necked Stint, Black-fronted and Red-kneed
Dotterel with three juveniles. The Wood Sandpipers were
cryptic as was the Red-capped Plover and a lone Long-toed
Stint. We circumnavigated the pond to count them for a
Shorebirds 2020 survey. White-fronted Chats made their
usual appearance.
We then walked down to a pond in a paddock surrounded
by eucalypts where we hoped to see the only wild European
Goldfinches in WA but they were elusive and only Bill, at the
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A total of 4248 shorebirds were
counted over the weekend, which is
much higher than the February 2017
count of 2407. This was the case
even excluding the 700-odd Banded
Stilts seen this year that were not
present last year (3548 in 2018 sans
stilts). Ruddy Turnstone numbers were
double the 2017 count and the Rednecked Stint count has also improved
by over 50 percent.

Lake Baghdad had the highest number of birds including
all the Banded Stilts with over 40% immature birds, and a
single Curlew Sandpiper and Greater Sand Plover. Across all
waterbodies 16 Red-necked Avocets and ten Grey Plovers
were also counted. Many of the usual bushbirds were seen
as well as seven raptor species including Little Eagle, Brown
Goshawk, Collared Sparrowhawk and a Spotted Harrier—a
good number for such a small island.
The highlight of the weekend, though, was a Beach Stonecurlew at the end of Salmon Bay in amongst the seaweed
and rocks. It, and the Ruddy Turnstone buddies were very
patient in waiting for all who wanted to see them by trouping
down to the sand and approaching cautiously. Thanks
to Lorraine Marshall who so ably organized and led this
campout.
Marion Massam
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Tom Bateman Reserve,
Thornlie/Langford,
Photogroup excursion,
10 February

Rainbow Bee-eater among other species. Our bird count was
39 species. Many thanks to Gavin White for stepping in as
leader for a good morning of birding.
Pauline Woolley

Eleven of us met at 8.00 am at the changing-rooms car
park on the north side of Wilfred Road. After the usual
pleasantries and a discussion about the area, we broke up
and headed either left or right as was our want. The group
that headed left came across a Black-fronted Dotterel in the
first lake and several waterbirds.
The group that headed right soon encountered the other two
feature birds of the day: a solitary Rainbow Bee-eater and
a Sacred Kingfisher. The reserve is often good for Rainbow
Bee-eaters but not so much this year. The only raptor for the
day was a Brown Goshawk.
There were several honeyeaters that caught our eyes
but some White-cheeked Honeyeaters received the most
attention. The weather and the light were very good,
although photography from the north side of the reserve was
somewhat challenged as the bright morning light was in our
faces. The summer rain has impacted on most wetlands in
the metropolitan area. High water levels, less numbers and
species were noticeable for those of us who knew the area
well. Also, the weed/grass growth made access to some
parts more problematic than normal. That said, we still
managed a count of 35 species for the morning.
Ken Glasson

Woodman Point, 24 February
The moderate south-easterly wind, on an otherwise clear
morning, kept conditions cool at first for the 25 birders who
attended this walk. At the start, a hopeful Australian Pelican
waited with several Silver Gulls by the fishing groyne. A
single Little Black Cormorant was also seen.
Woodman Point hosts small numbers of waders on the weed
and rocks of the point during the migration season despite
disturbances such as loose dogs, fishermen and kiters.
Grey Plover and Ruddy Turnstone are generally seen and
were there this morning, with the added bonus of two Great
Knots. Along with these, on the rocks on the end, were the
usual collection of Pied and Little Pied Cormorants, Crested
and Caspian Terns. No Fairy Terns were seen on the beach.
Moving along the beach towards the jetty, an Australasian
Gannet was spotted out at sea but close enough for a good
look. Turning inland to make our way back to the car park,
we added bushbirds such as White-browed Scrubwren,
Splendid Fairy-wren, Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike and a flypast by a Brown Goshawk.
As the day was warming up, we moved to a shady location
close to Cockburn Road for morning tea and the next part
of the walk which would take us along sandy paths through
bushland with many mature Tuart trees. Crested Pigeon was
seen and then as we crossed an open area a Little Eagle flew
overhead giving us terrific views, a highlight for the day and
solving the raptor mystery that had caused much speculation
at tea when it had been seen in the distance. Further along
we saw Red-capped Parrot, Rufous Whistler, Weebill and
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Labour Day CampouT, Cheynes
Beach, Albany, 3- 5 March
The general atmosphere at the campout was one of
friendliness, sharing and enjoyment. This was apparent as
people car shared and met for morning tea, meals and Bird
Call. The arrangement of the setting for us in the camp
ground, even though it was a very busy place, provided
plenty of opportunity to mix together.
Waychinicup was relatively quiet birdwise. The Noongar
word Waitch is Emu and the final up is place. Ironically, the
weekend did not turn up even one Emu. A Peregrine Falcon
that perched on a rock later gave us a fly by close over the
inlet.
At times the birds did seem a ‘bit thin on the ground’,
however, travelling via Pfeiffer Road, that held several
roadside swamps due to recent weather patterns, brought us
a range of waterbirds including Spotless Crake, Blue-billed
and Pink-eared Duck as well as Restless Flycatcher, Collared
Sparrowhawk and Yellow-throated Miner.
The elusive Noisy Scrub-bird made sure that most of the
group became early risers starting with a 6 am stake-out
on Saturday that subsequently became pre-dawn. The bird
was seen by several persistent sentinels at this site. Light
was poor for photography. However, the bird was frequently
heard by everybody when we took bush walks near the
campsite. This area also produced good sightings of the
Southern Emu-wren and Tawny-crowned Honeyeater. Two
patient birders also managed to get close up and personal
with the Western Bristlebird as it wandered around their feet.
To complete the desirable trio, a solitary Western Whipbird
popped up and was spotted by a pair of sharp eyes. The
scrub between the camp ground and the beach, with a
challenging sand track walk, was well worth the exertion as
the range of bushbirds and raptors was rewarding.
Sue Abbotts again led a well-planned and paced excursion
that included options as well as a lot of walking nearby at
Cheynes Beach.
The final count was 95 species that included a particularly
good score of raptors. (see photos pp42,55)
Lynley Davey

CRAIGIE BUSHLAND PHOTOGROUP,
10 MARCH
Fourteen birdwatchers attended Craigie Bushland, all keen to
see a previously unexplored urban bird site. The Bushland is
a 40 ha patch nestled in the corner of the Mitchell Freeway
and Whitfords Avenue and is surrounded by a feral-proof
fence to support a reintroduced Quenda population. Rainbow
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Lorikeets dominate the landscape and initially the group
thought there would not be much to see. However, over the
course of the morning 29 species were seen, which made
everyone happy. There are many old trees and therefore
many tree hollows in this area. The Rainbow Lorikeets
number in their hundreds, but other birds found included
Striated Pardalote, Australian Hobby, six honeyeater species,
Western Gerygone, Weebill, Yellow-rumped Thornbill and
Rufous Whistler. There was even a White-faced Heron flying
overhead! Although no bandicoots were seen, evidence
of their digging was everywhere. The bushland contains
different types of vegetation, including banksias, eucalypts,
grevilleas and grass trees. Over morning tea (where
everyone commented on how busy Craigie Leisure Centre is
on a Saturday) the group was happy with their morning and
felt that an excursion in spring to see the wildflowers would
be interesting.
Diane Court

LAKE GWELUP, STIRLING,
11 MARCH
Mild and sunny conditions greeted the 21 members who
attended this excursion. As we often do on this walk it was
decided to split the group in two and traverse the lake in
opposite directions. Many thanks to Clive Nealon and Sue
Abbotts for leading the second group.
Lake Gwelup has had higher than average water levels in
recent years and this seems to have caused the root systems
of some trees to have become degraded by being constantly
in water. Some of these trees have fallen and one had come
down partially blocking the boardwalk. No obstacle, however,
for intrepid birders!

Plenty of waterfowl were on the lake with nine species being
recorded along with Australasian and Great Crested Grebe.
We also had three cormorant species and four raptors,
including Little Eagle. Eurasian Coot was, not surprisingly,
recording as breeding. Highlight was the sighting of three
Tawny Frogmouths which seem to be a resident species in
this area—if you can find them!
At this time of year species numbers recorded at Lake
Gwelup are often in the mid-fifties and today was no
exception with a total of 56.
Peter White

ERIC SINGLETON BIRD RESERVE,
BAYSWATER, 15 MARCH
Nine members and five visitors attended the reserve for
this mid-week excursion. Weather conditions were mild and
partly cloudy and some species seemed to be a bit harder
to find than they had been when I walked there in the warm
sunshine two days earlier.
The local council have done a lot of restoration work in the
reserve with new pathways and signage and introduced
weeds being replaced with native habitat. The thick reedbeds are great for the local birdlife but make it a bit hard for
us birders to find them! Nevertheless, with a bit of patience
the morning’s walk, which included part of the Swan River,
yielded a respectable total of 46 species.
No raptors were seen but we ended with a good mix of
bushbirds and waterbirds including three cormorant species
and a Buff-banded Rail. It was also good to see Australian
Ringneck which is starting to become a bit scarce in the
metropolitan area. The highlight of the day was the sighting
of three Spotless Crakes, all found by Kerrie Cowie who was
on a roll, something to do with the Ides of March perhaps!
Peter White

BIBRA LAKE, COCKBURN,
18 MARCH

Fan-tailed Cuckoo, Cheynes Beach. Photo by John Baas (see
also pp41,55)
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What a delight to have a small flock of Pink-eared Ducks
resting just metres from the car park and greeting us on the
shoreline. The crisp, sunny morning had much more on offer
as 31 BirdLife members circumnavigated the lake following
a 7 km track. Other highlights included 40+ Yellow-billed
Spoonbills actively feeding on either side of the lake, several
Glossy Ibis and many Pied Stilts. Excellent views of the wide
variety of waterbirds were possible from the boardwalks
and bird hides. A Southern Boobook was spied asleep in
an artificial hollow and the single Common Greenshank
and three Wood Sandpipers were the only trans-equatorial
waders recorded. There were too many hiding spots for the
crakes; however, one Buff-banded Rail was sighted. In all,
74 bird species were seen or heard and a Mistletoebird was
an apparent rare sighting for the area. During the full walk
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 166 June 2018

Excursion reports, ctd
Next day we were off to a flying
start when people in the lead cars
spotted half a dozen Brown Quail
as we headed to Road 11. We were
soon eyeing Southern Scrub-robins,
the xanthopygus sub-species of
the Spotted Pardalote, a Western
Whipbird and a Western Yellow
Robin. But nothing could prepare us
for what happened next. With the
convoy of cars lined up at the rear,
Sue Abbotts had us forming a line
overlooking a creek gully that ran
across the road.

we were offered excellent views of
a Swamp Harrier and Whistling Kite
in flight. Many thanks to Alan for a
great morning and an exceptional
number of birds!
Lorraine Marshall

HERDSMAN LAKE,
25 MARCH

"On the 'reccy' we saw three
Southern Scrub-robins appear and
hang around for quite a while," she
said. "I can’t be sure they’ll come
out again but let’s wait and see".

Twenty-six members and visitors
on a cloudy, cool and occasionally
rainy morning, ventured into parts
of Herdsman Lake that are rarely
seen by non-locals. But first, the
area around the wildlife centre was
surveyed.

Almost on cue a Southern Scrubrobin appeared and began wandering
around in front of us, understandably
trying to keep in the shadows that
Purple Swamphen, Bibra Lake (always nice with
lay across the road. A constant
Herdsman Lake water levels remain
a bit of sun on them). Photo by Alan Watson
clatter of 20 cameras broke out.
very high with a subsequent lack of
Incredibly, the robin wandered into
variety of duck and other waterbird
the bush three times and reappeared
species. The water has been through
as
it
harvested
the
insects.
Rather than seem shy, it actually
the melaleuca and typha areas for over a year causing some
haughtily paraded around. This went on for 15 minutes and
of the typha to die off. This has produced an exposure to
muddy areas favoured by crakes and rails. Unfortunately, not it was a memory none of us will forget in a hurry.
all of the participants of the excursion saw these birds.
That afternoon we headed to West Jerdacuttup Lake and
Birding was hard work so it was a pleasant surprise to reach
a tally of 55 bird species at the end of the morning’s walk.
The five Tawny Frogmouths were the best sighting of the
day and seen by everyone. Nankeen Night-Herons were
numerous and particularly popular with photographers.
Eight duck and two raptor species were seen. There was a
paucity of bushbirds on the walk.
Claire Gerrish

HOPETOUN, 30
MARCH - 2 APRIL
It was clear at our afternoon
briefing at the Hopetoun
Caravan Park that we were
going to have a special
campout. Over a hundred
Fork-tailed Swifts were seen
flying overhead during the
'reccy' and there was a large
amount of water still lying
around as a result of the
February 2017 floods. We
were told of strict procedures
to be followed regarding
dieback, that the district
was in the midst of a mouse
plague, that the weather was
unpredictable and to be wary
of pepper ticks.

added Swamp Harrier, Hoary-headed Grebe, Red-capped
Plover, a surprising Restless Flycatcher, Musk Duck and
Chestnut Teal (along with the usual discussion about Grey
Teal and female Chestnut Teal) to the list. Later on, as we
stood on the town groyne, we saw New Zealand Fur Seals,
the whiteness of an Australasian Gannet and five photogenic
Sooty Oystercatchers. We concluded the remarkable day
with a disappearing Australasian Grebe, and the white tips
of a Great Cormorant at the impressive sewage ponds.
We learned the two giant
wind turbines at the site
supplied all the town’s power.
I privately wondered if the
outage problems we were
experiencing at the caravan
park were due to the power
source. That night the bird
call came to an astonishing
76 species for the day.

Red-eared Firetail, Dunns Swamp, Hopetoun. Photo by John
Baas (see also pp3,23,55)
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The weather next morning
was gloomy as we set off for
Culham Inlet, but sightings
of Red-necked Avocet and
Masked Lapwing brightened
our day. A journey into the
Fitzgerald River National Park
netted us Inland Thornbill,
two Hooded Plovers, Whitebellied Sea-Eagle and Fleshfooted Shearwater. We were
spellbound as we stood on
the side of the mountain and
listened to the story of the
power of the three rivers
that flooded and swept away
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the sandhills on the Culham Inlet. At birdcall, Sanderling,
Brush Bronzewing, Southern Emu-wren, Southern Boobook
and Tawny Frogmouth were added to the list and it became
obvious that the ubiquitous Fan-tailed Cuckoo had a
monopoly on the 'cuckooing market'.
Next morning’s convoy was stunned by the sight of a feral
cat chasing a fox, all being overseen by an Australian Raven.
We turned into John Forrest Road and immediately saw a
Black-shouldered Kite and Spotted Harrier. We journeyed
on to Pichi Richi where we added the Red-eared Firetail,
Black-fronted Dotterel, Shy Heath-wren and Blue-breasted
Fairy-wren. We set off at 2.00 pm to return to Culham Inlet
in improved weather and were rewarded with five Great
Knots and an Eastern Reef Egret. We proceeded to Pardalote
Road where there were many bushbirds but the highlights
were Sacred Kingfisher, Buff-banded Rail and Brown-headed
Honeyeater.
Monday morning’s walks down disused railway tracks in the
Kundip Reserve proved uneventful save for good sightings
of Purple-gaped Honeyeater and White-naped Honeyeater,
but with a final bird count of 112, the group was in high
spirits. As usual Sue Abbotts received high praise for her
organisation of a campout and giving us a wonderful Easter
weekend. We also thanked a local, John Tucker, who spent
many hours helping on the ‘reccy’ and accompanying us on
our convoys. He also gave us fascinating tit-bits about the
local history and flora and fauna.
John McMullan

Busselton Campout, Easter,
30 March - 2 April
Leading a campout around Busselton at Easter seemed a
crazy idea, but the combination of a small group, packed
schedule and pre-determined meeting points on a map (no
convoys) meant the whole weekend ran like clockwork.
Birding within the confines of Busselton, Port Geographe,
Dunsborough and Naturaliste resulted in a tally of 95 species
with two birds added after presentation of the prize to
Dudley Gager.
A 'reccie' beforehand turned up large numbers of Rednecked Stints, Pied Stilts and Red-capped Plovers but most
shorebirds (resident/migratory) had moved on by the
weekend. As usual at this time of year, water levels were
unpredictable. Highlights:
Elmore Lagoon—Little Tern (breeding adult (photo)
confirmed by John Graff), White-fronted Chat and a Whitefaced Heron attacked and chased off an Eastern Reef Egret
Dunsborough Lakes—Yellow-billed Spoonbill, Black-fronted
Dotterel, Australasian Darter, Dusky Moorhen and Hardhead
Campion Way, Quindalup—Caspian Tern along Toby’s Inlet
Carey Street Wetland—Spotless Crake and Glossy Ibis
Vasse River Delta Bird Hide—Nankeen Night-Heron, Sacred
Kingfisher and ten species of duck
Pebble Drive—a White-bellied Sea-Eagle demonstrated its
power by attempting to carry off a Black Swan
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Estuary Drive—a raft of around 500 Grey Teal on the water
with one male Chestnut Teal out front
Abba River—a single Common Greenshank
Sugarloaf Rock—Singing Honeyeater, Splendid Fairy-wren,
Painted Button-quail and Australasian Gannet
Cape Naturaliste Lighthouse Precinct—Red-eared Firetails
and Western Spinebills visited the water tank seepage,
Southern Emu-wren and White-breasted Robin right by the
lighthouse track, a Grey Currawong, and a Square-tailed Kite
seen from the fabulous new deck
Ambergate Reserve—Brown Falcon, Scarlet Robin, Golden
Whistler, Wedge-tailed Eagle and Elegant Parrot
White-bellied Sea-Eagles and Grey Fantails were recorded at
just about every stop and Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo, Crested
Pigeon and Black-faced Woodswallows seen by some.
Christine Wilder

ELLIS BROOK, 22 APRIL
There had been rain over night and it was still showery on
Sunday morning, but a group of six hardy birdwatchers
braved the weather. We met in Bygum Lane, Martin and
decided that we would stay close to our cars because of the
wet weather. First we parked near the Darling Range Wildlife
Shelter and made a circuit of the flooded quarry. Grebes,
Pacific Black Duck and Eurasian Coot were present. When
we reached the first car park in Rushton Road we found a
flock of Splendid Fairy-wrens that came very close to us,
and a little further away Red-winged Fairy-wrens were also
spotted.
Then we drove to our second site at the car park at the end
of Rushton Road; this was a good spot for a short walk. We
decided it was too wet and slippery to go on the long walk
up to the top of the valley, instead taking a short walk to an
old quarry area on the north side of the brook. On the way
a large flock of Tree Martin was seen, with some Welcome
Swallows among them, and a little further along a small
flock of Dusky Woodswallow. We walked a short circuit in the
area, finding a White-breasted Robin and Golden and Rufous
Whistlers.
The count for the day was 38 species, quite good for a wet
and windy day.
Those who dawdled and hung about were rewarded, on
leaving, with three Painted Buttonquail and a Red-eared
Firetail that stayed on the rocks for some time.
Sandra and Geoff West

Little Tern (adult in breeding plumage), Elmore Lagoon,
Dunsborough, Busselton campout. Photo by Gillian Richmond
(see also Observations, p11)

Lake Coogee, 14 APRIL
The walk at Lake Coogee, a morning almost perfect for
birding, bright and clear with very little wind, attracted 20
people. The footbridge over the swamp area at the beginning
of the walk provided early highlights with a pair of Blackshouldered Kite hovering above the grass and Spotless
Crakes probing a muddy area.
In addition to the Black-shouldered Kite, we saw five
additional raptor species during the morning, Swamp
Harrier, Whistling Kite, Australian Hobby, Brown Goshawk
and Osprey, that provided good opportunities for the
photographers in the group.
There were surprisingly few birds on the water with just
three duck species and a pair of Black Swan. Caspian Terns
put on a good display however, plunging into the water after
food.

VICTORIA DAM, 28 APRIL
Twenty-six members were wondering where all the birds
were when we commenced walking down to Victoria Dam.
Usually the bush is ‘jumping’, but not this day. It was a cool
day with a strong easterly wind. As we arrived at the shelter
of the trees, bird calls began to be heard—Silvereyes and
Weebills mainly. Mistletoe flowers were about the only nectar
source available until we reached the maintained gardens at
the base of the dam where Robin Gordon Grevillea was in
bloom.
The water in the dam was very choppy so no bird life was
seen there until the return journey when three Australian
Shelduck were on the far distant shore line. Splendid Fairywrens in eclipse were seen along the edge of the road
down to the base of the dam. Yellow-rumped and Inland
Thornbills were heard and seen here too. Our patience and
quiet behaviour at the pavilion adjacent to the lawn area
was rewarded with excellent views of Western Rosellas. Red
Wattlebirds and New Holland Honeyeaters were the only
birds seen of this family.

Parrots were well represented with eight species recorded
including a Red-necked Lorikeet.

No Red-eared Firetails, but good views of Red-winged Fairywrens and White-breasted Robins made up for this. A Golden
Whistler showed off on the way back to the car park and
morning tea. A Scarlet Robin was a boost to numbers and
Grey Fantails maintained the interest.

A total of 59 species were recorded during the morning's
walk.

Thirty-two species were hard work, but quality not quantity,
obviously.

Clive Nealon
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and other items at midway between wholesale and retail prices.
Two new books are now in stock:
* Michael Morcombe’s WA Pocket Guide @ $24
* Suburban Raptors by Pete Burgess @ $50.

Hats, caps, poloshirts and jackets
BirdLife Western Australia purchases its shirts and hats from Embroidery House in Kalamunda. You can also purchase
these products and a percentage will be donated to BirdLife Western Australia. Click http://www.embroideryhouse.com.
au/fundraising_webstore.html to see the list of available products. The items will be delivered to the BirdLife Western
Australia office unless you pay extra to be sent directly to you.
Page 46

Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 166 June 2018

Observatory reports ctd

EYRE BIRD OBSERVATORY
Coming from the UK, we have found virtually all of
the Australian wildlife so far to be totally new and
exotic! The abundance and diversity of species at
Eyre has been staggering, making it hard to list the
highlights without mentioning every single bird.
However, there have been a few that have been
particularly special, either for their unexpected arrival
or their sheer exoticness. When you’ve come from a greying
wintery sky over London, nothing is more exciting than the
bright greens, pinks and blues of Australian birds.
We initially thought nothing of our first swift sighting early
on in our stint, but soon realised these sightings are fairly
uncommon in southern WA. Fork-tailed Swifts occur in
summer and autumn, usually when cyclonic systems are
occurring in the north, which was exactly what we were
experiencing at the time. We had three separate sightings,
first just five but we had a flock of well over 200 all the way
to Twilight Cove along the track, with birds flying very low
overhead.
The Osprey has been a regular
visitor to Kanidal and Nine Mile
beach, with dozens of sightings
over the last few months. Often
a highlight of the beach counts,
we have really enjoyed watching
these fantastic raptors fishing in
the shallows on calm days. After
catching a fish, the Osprey would
usually sit on top of one of the
km markers and enjoy his catch!

track before reaching the highway. We always heard
them before actually seeing them, with at one point
several hundred birds in the surrounding mallee scrub
feeding on the flowers. We only saw the lorikeets in
large numbers for a few weeks, before they seemed
to disappear with just a few individuals around. We
had just two sighting of Australian Bustards in the
last three months—a pair on both occasions. We were lucky
to get a really close view of one pair on the track back from
Cocklebiddy. It was a particularly hot day with temperatures
in high 30s, and the birds seemed to be resting in the shade.
Cocklebiddy proved to have the occasional unusual bird
visiting over the last three months. On one visit, we were
surprised to see a Straw-necked Ibis sitting on top of the BP
sign at the roadhouse. On our final visit to Crystal Ponds we
were treated to a Whiskered Tern hawking insects off the
water and surrounding grassland. Having had relatively little
from surveying this area we were pleased to see something
other than the odd Grey Teal
or a White-faced Heron if we
were lucky. We took our time
watching and identifying the tern
but the lack of tail streamers
was a helpful give-away that it
was a ‘marsh’ tern, much more
commonly seen on fresh water
bodies. Just as we were leaving
we had two Cattle Egrets, making
our final trip to Crystal Ponds the
most productive by far!

Tawny Frogmouth was one of
Similar to the swift sighting—
the birds we most wanted to
we didn’t think twice when
see whilst staying at Eyre. We
four Galahs flew in to EBO one
thought we were in luck after
afternoon, amongst a flock of
hearing them calling almost
Major Mitchell’s Cockatoos, but
constantly throughout the day,
discovered that this is another
but soon realised it was the Brush
uncommon visitor. We were
Bronzewings making their similar
familiar with the Galahs after our This Sacred Kingfisher and prey was photographed at
call. We decided to head out after
home in Parkerville, in a tree over our bird bath. Must
time in Perth but were surprised
dark with the spotlights, and after
admit I was a little upset about the little skink in its
how much more vivid the pink
a bit of searching two flew across
beak, as they are quite tame in our gardens. Still, that
plumage appeared compared
our path, with one landing in a
is the way nature nature works doesn’t it? Photo by
with their urban counterparts.
branch right next to us. We were
Ralph Darlington
The Major Mitchell’s themselves
really pleased to see this bizarrehave been a true highlight while
looking bird.
we have been here and their acrobatics have been more fun
The woodland surrounding the ruins at Burnabbie has proved
to watch than any television.
to be a particularly good spot for finding some of the species
When we saw a medium grey heron on the beach we almost
either less abundant or simply harder to see around the
disregarded it as a White-faced Heron which we are used
observatory. On one day we were treated to brilliant views
to seeing regularly. However, this one didn’t fly off as we
of Fan-tailed Cuckoo which we had heard daily but not seen
approached in the ute which seemed odd, as we usually
at the observatory. We also saw Yellow-plumed Honeyeater,
can’t get within several hundred metres of the herons. Upon
Mistletoebird, Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater, Black-faced
closer inspection, we noticed a yellow eye-ring and the lack
Woodswallow and Spotted Pardalote.
of a white face and identified it as an Eastern Reef Egret.
The birds at Eyre have treated us to something special
This is uncommon around EBO, but small numbers are seen
every day, and the vast array of skinks, stingrays, snakes,
in autumn and winter.
mammals and bizarre invertebrates have never failed to
Although not uncommon, a Sacred Kingfisher was a nice
surprise when one started hanging around the observatory
for a week or so. Often perched on the weather vane or the
birdbath perches, we enjoyed seeing this summer visitor
who would often pose nicely on a perch for a photo.
Several Cocklebiddy trips were highlighted by Purplecrowned Lorikeets along the last few kilometres of the
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 166 June 2018

impress. Whether we’ve spent an afternoon watching the
Major Mitchell’s swing around the telegraph line (or arguing
with their own reflection), or down at the beach watching
Red-capped Plovers hurtle along the sand, we have always
been reminded how lucky we are to be immersed in the
Australian bush.

Will Smith and Molly Foulds
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BROOME BIRD OBSERVATORY
The northbound shorebird migration was the
wildlife spectacle in Broome during March and
April. Our first Eastern Curlews departed on 7
March, with their mournful whistles heard over
the BBO just after sunset. The first departure of
the Eastern Curlews marks the commencement
of our daily Migration Watch, where BBO staff
and guests perch themselves on stools on the
red, pindan cliffs each afternoon from 4 - 6 pm,
counting the shorebirds as they begin their monumental
migration. The Migration Watch generally ends in early May
once the majority of flocks have departed.
During this period the BBO ran two of our very popular 'Wave
the Waders Goodbye' courses, where our course participants
learnt about shorebird, tern and raptor
identification, shorebird ecology, and
of course, witnessing migration! The
surrounds of Broome remained mostly
inaccessible, but despite the tough
conditions, we recorded around 130
species on both courses.
From our Migration Watch vantage point,
we observed 316 flocks leaving Australia,
comprising 14 533 individuals! The most
common species included Bar-tailed and
Black-tailed Godwits, Whimbrel and Great
Knots. Three flocks of Asian Dowitchers
(a local specialty!) also departed in their
stunning, brick-red, breeding plumage.

Away from Roebuck Bay, there have been many
other birding highlights—in fact, too many to list!
Of national significance were more House Swifts
and Edible-nest/Himalayan Swiftlets with Tropical
Cyclone Kelvin (mid-Feb) and TC Marcus (late
March). Locally, scarcities found by Broome’s
sharp-eyed birders were Pied Heron (including a
rufous morph), Tawny Grassbird, Oriental Cuckoo,
White-browed Crake, Pictorella Mannikin, and
Siberian Peregrine Falcon (subspecies calidus).
A pair of Australian Painted-snipe and their fledgling were
found by local George Swann along Great Northern Highway
where it crosses Roebuck Plains, the first noted breeding
record of the season, but a very important one at that!
Also at this site were a multitude of
nesting waterbirds, with large numbers of
Wandering Whistling-Duck, Magpie Geese,
herons and egrets, crakes and terns, all
cashing in on the aquatic insects, frogs
and small fish that were abundant on
flooded grasslands.
Broome now heads into the dry season
following our wettest wet season on
record (Roebuck Plains received nearly
2200 mm). The ephemeral freshwater
lakes of Roebuck Plains Station will
showcase a birding bonanza for the
remainder of the year, and we anticipate
our full-day Lakes Tours to be in high
demand! Our August photography
course, and the Congress and Campout in
September are sure to leave participants
wanting to return to Broome for more!

Broad-billed Flycatcher, Broome.
On 14 April over 100 locals and visitors
Photo by Andrew Robinson
to Broome attended our Public Migration
Watch on the beach in front of the
observatory. We held a fantastic sausage
sizzle and were incredibly lucky to watch 1056 shorebirds
For more details on what is happening in 2018 (The BBO’s
migrating! A moment everyone present will remember, was
30th anniversary!), please see our website: http://www.
a flock of 190 northward-bound Whimbrel in ‘V-formation’,
broomebirdobservatory.com
noisily chatting just above our heads with the last rays of
BBO Wardens
sun catching their undersides. Everyone was silent, children
included, looking skyward, jaws dropped.

Above left: Public migration watch, Broome. Above right: Whimbrel migration, Broome. Photos by Andrew Robinson
Page 48

Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 166 June 2018

Coming events
Important note re campouts
Members anticipating attending campouts must notify the BirdLife WA Office (9383 7749) of the number in their party and when
they will arrive.
If you are unsure, put your name down as you can always cancel.
An emergency contact number should also be provided in case of accident.

New members
Please let the leaders know that you are a new member and don’t hesitate to ask for assistance with bird sightings.
Saturday 2 June to Monday 4 June:
Western Australia Day campout,
Dongara
Dongara is 358 km north of Perth. We will
stay at the Seaspray Beach Caravan Park,
Church Street, which is on the ocean
beach front near the mouth of the Irwin
River. To reach the caravan park, turn
off Brand Highway into Morten Terrace,
Dongara, which runs into Church Street.
Over 100 species have been seen in the
area, which includes riverine woodland,
beach, low heath and banksias. One day
we will go out to Coalseam Conservation
Park and to Ellendale Pool.
Book your own accommodation by
phoning 9927 1165.
Numbers will be limited to 30 members so
please register at the BirdLife WA office
on 9383 4479.
Members and guests only.
Leader: Sue Abbotts

waterbirds. Bushbirds are also plentiful in
the reserve and in bush to the west.
For members and the general public.
Leader: John Brooke

Sunday 10 June: Tom Bateman
Reserve, Thornlie
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am beside the playground/
sporting complex at the corner of
Nicholson and Wilfred Roads (car park
entry is off Wilfred Road).
We will look at a series of wetlands
constructed to remove nutrients from
water draining into the Canning River. We
will also look at small bushland areas if
they are accessible. Rubber boots may be
a good idea, and insect repellent.
Bring morning tea to have while we do a
combined bird list.
For members and guests only.

Saturday 16 June: Flynn Road,
Mundaring
Half/full-day excursion
Meet at 9:00 am at the corner of Flynn
Road and Great Eastern Highway, about
10 km past Sawyers Valley or 1 km on the
Perth side of The Lakes (the York turnoff).
We will look at several areas of Wandoo
woodland. Species seen here include
Western Yellow Robin, Restless Flycatcher
and Painted Button-quail.
Bring morning tea that you can carry.
Bring lunch if you would like continue with
us at a further area nearby.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Charles Merriam

Saturday 16 June: Help restore
Black-Cockatoo habitat, Maralla Road
Nature Reserve, Ellenbrook
See Notices, p36, for details.

Leaders: George and Pam Agar
Saturday 2 June: Manning Lake,
Spearwood
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park, Azelia
Road, opposite the Azelia Ley Homestead
Museum, on the western side of the lake.
This is a semi-permanent wetland, with
a fringe of paperbark trees, noted for its

Sunday 10 June: Photogroup
workshop: Canon Digital Photo
Professional Software
The workshop will be held in the Meeting
Room, BirdLife Western Australia Office,
Bold Park, 2.00 – 3.30 pm.
See Notices, p35 for details.

Thursday 21 June: Lake Monger,
Cambridge
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the car park opposite
the Speech and Hearing Centre in Dodd
Street, which runs off Harbourne Street.
NB: This is on the opposite side of Lake
Monger from where we usually meet. The
walk around the lake will take 2-3 hours.
This is a good opportunity to see many
species of ducks, waterbirds and some
bushbirds. Resident Variegated Fairywrens are often seen.
For members and guests only.

Tuesday 12 June: Albany
Bird Group excursion
An excursion will take place on
12 June. More details about
destinations, where to meet
etc. will be made available on
BAWA e-news. You can also
check the Albany Bird Group’s
website http://sites.google.
com/site/albanybirds/Home

White-eared Honeyeater, Hyden. Photo by Alan
Watson
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and Facebook page. Excursion
leader will be Anne Bondin
(albanybirds@hotmail.com).
Feel free to contact the branch
for further information.

Leader: Sue Abbotts

Friday 22 June: Peel-Mandurah
Branch excursion, Erskine Lakes
For details, contact Peel-Mandurah
Branch: Bob Paterson: peelbirds1@tpg.
com.au,

Saturday 23 – Sunday 24 June:
Community Education Committee
Winter bird classes
See Notices, p35, for details.
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Sunday 24 June: Bull Creek Wetlands
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at Brockman Park
Reserve. Travel along Leach Highway and
turn south into Karel Avenue then turn
right into Brockman Avenue. Turn right
into Stringfellow Drive, then first right
into Mossman Crescent.
This walk follows Bull Creek, then winds
in behind the playing fields of All Saints
College, then on through Reg Bourke
Reserve and finally around Richard Lewis
Park, which is a Lions Club rehabilitation
project and memorial arboretum.
The creek has flooded gums, Jarrah,
Marri, paperbark and casuarinas along
its banks. Splendid Fairy-wren, Western
Wattlebird, White-faced Heron and Yellowrumped Thornbill have been recorded
here.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Sue Keogh

Monday 25 June: Bold Park Eco
Centre, 165 Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Jim Maher will give a talk on “How
aboriginal people interact with birds”.
Learn about sustainability of species,
totems, Nyungar names and skin groups
as well as some of his personal stories
and encounters.

Saturday 7 July: Community Planting
Event, Native Bird Oasis, Bibra Lake
Reserve, Bibra Lake
See Notices, p36, for details.

Saturday 7 July: Paganoni Swamp,
Karnup
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am on Paganoni Road
at the Mandurah Road end, under the
powerlines. Access is via Mandurah Road
onto Paganoni Road or the new Kwinana
Freeway extension onto Paganoni Road.
Parking is along Paganoni Road under the
powerlines.
We will be walking approximately 3 km
through threatened woodlands where
Western Yellow Robin and Grey Currawong
among many other species have been
seen in this area of diverse habitats.
For members and guests only.
Sunday 15 July: Photogroup
excursion, Creery Wetlands,
Mandurah

Leader: Chris Van Haeften

Thursday 12 July: Little Rush Lake,
Samuel Caporn Reserve Yangebup
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am near the playground on
the western side of this small wooded
lake. Little Rush Lake is part of the Beeliar
Regional Park. Turn off North Lake Road
into Osprey Drive, right into Dotterel Way,
then right into Grassbird Loop. There is a
path around the lake, and we should see
plenty of waterbirds and bushbirds. Over
90 species of birds have been seen here.
Bring morning tea.
For members and the general public.

Saturday 30 June: Jandakot Regional
Park, Harrisdale
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am in the car park at Carey
Baptist College, Wright Road, Harrisdale.
Park near to Wright Road. We will cross
the road to access the park through a gap
gate.

Leader: Jenny Sumpton & Lynley Davey

Saturday 14 July: Lightning Swamp,
Noranda
Half-day excursion

This reserve has good tracks throughout
with varied vegetation including wetland
areas which may have some water in
them if we have had enough winter rain.
Many bushbirds have been seen including
Splendid Fairy-wren, Western Spinebill,
White-browed Scrub-wren, Grey Shrikethrush, Fan-tailed and Shining BronzeCuckoos, Red-capped Parrot and Redtailed Black-Cockatoo. Wetland species
are also a possibility, as are several
species of raptor.

Meet at 8:30 am at the gate in the SE
corner of the bushland on Della Road.
Lightning Swamp, part of Noranda Open
Space, is an area of seasonal wetlands
and banksia woodland. The area supports
some waterbirds, and cormorants have
bred here. The bushland supports a
range of species, including some that are
uncommon in smaller reserves, such as
the Western Thornbill, Tawny-crowned
Honeyeater and Red-capped Robin.
Some areas will be restricted due to the
presence of dieback.

For members and guests only.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Debbie Walker
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Pacific BLack Duck, Myalup. Photo by Alan
Burdett

Leader: Clive Nealon

Meet in the car park on Darwin Tce,
Mariner’s Cove at 8:00 am. Expect to see
a variety of bushbirds including Splendid
Fairy-wren, Inland Thornbill and Rufous
Whistler, Osprey, herons and egrets. Take
the opportunity to lie or sit quietly on the
boardwalk to photograph Little Grassbird
and White-fronted Chat.
Members and guests only.
Leader Ken Glasson

Saturday 21 July: Lesmurdie Falls,
Forrestfield
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am at the picnic area
car park off Falls Road. 4.5 km east of
the Welshpool Road East / Tonkin Hwy
intersection turn left on to Gladys Road,
then left onto George Road, left onto
Ford Road, right onto Nelson Crescent,
then left onto Falls Road. The picnic area
is a further 250 metres. You should see
a good selection of bushbirds and some
stunning views over the Swan Coastal
Plain.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Caroline Mynott

Monday 23 July: Bold Park Eco
Centre, 165 Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Renae Boyd will be speaking about
the community-driven initiative Create
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Coming events, ctd
Ranger Parks. Twenty years ago, the
state government bought up specially
selected former pastoral stations with
high conservation values and important
cultural heritage. Their aim was to
designate these former stations as
National Parks, however to this day they
remain unprotected and undermanaged.
Create Ranger Parks calls on the
McGowan government to finish the job
that was started all those years ago
and create an extensive network of
National Parks in Outback WA, managed
by Indigenous Rangers, to preserve our
natural heritage for future generations.
Come along and find out more about this
exciting initiative and how you can help
make it a reality.

Friday 27 July: Peel-Mandurah Group
excursion, Hamel-Eco Park, the old
nursery

park. There is a variety of waterbirds and
bushbirds.
For members and the general public.
Leaders: Penny Lee and Richard Curtis

Saturday 11 August: Wambyn Nature
Reserve, York
Full-day excursion
Meet at 8.30 am at the entrance to
Wambyn Nature Reserve. Travel along
Great Eastern Highway to The Lakes
turnoff to York. Travel about 32 km along
Great Southern Highway and turn right at
the sign “P 1 km” and park near the gate.
Bring morning tea and lunch. There is
a good variety of bushbirds, including
robins, Restless Flycatcher, Brown-headed
Honeyeater and Rufous Treecreeper.

Meet at 8:30 am at the first car park
for Wungong Dam at the end of Admiral
Road, off Albany Highway. Over 90
species of birds have been recorded
here including Red-eared Firetail, Whitebreasted Robin and Red-winged Fairywren.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Steve Burns

Saturday 4 August: Lake Gwelup,
Stirling
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park at the
corner of Stoneman Street and Huntriss
Road, north of Karrinyup Road. We should
see waterbirds and bushbirds, and raptors
are often seen here. Lake Gwelup is
within the Northern Swan Coastal Key
Biodiversity Area (KBA) for Carnaby’s
Black-Cockatoo.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Clive Nealon

Thursday 9 August: Baigup Wetlands,
Bayswater
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the car park near the
rowing club at the end of Milne Street in
Bayswater. Turn south-east off Guildford
Road into Milne Street and follow this
to the end, then turn right into the car

We will follow walk and fire trails over
undulating terrain and can expect to see
a mix of the birds of the Jarrah forest and
the drier Wandoo woodland areas, as both
vegetation communities are represented
in the park. Over 100 species have been
recorded including nine honeyeaters, ten
parrots and cockatoos and eight raptors.
Bring morning tea to have while the bird
list is compiled.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Peter Sandilands

For members and guests only.
Leader: Robyn Pickering

Contact Bob Paterson peelbirds1@tpg.
com.au for details.

Sunday 29 July: Wungong Gorge
Half-day excursion

Perth via Great Eastern Highway. Turn off
Great Eastern Highway at the Number
2 entrance and follow Park Road to the
facilities area. Entry is $12 per vehicle
or $6 per vehicle for seniors. Proceed
through the entrance gate and park
opposite the information board adjacent
to the toilet block.

Saturday 25 August: Photogroup
excursion, Craigie Bushland
Sunday 19 August: Queens
Park Regional Open Space, East
Cannington
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the gate opposite 261
Station Street, East Cannington, halfway
between Welshpool Road and Luyer
Avenue. Station Street is closed at many
points along its length so enter from
Welshpool Road or Luyer Avenue.
The Friends of Queens Park Bushland will
lead us through an area of natural Marri/
banksia bushland containing a modified
watercourse. The Friends have recorded
100 bird species in this area. The walk
will take 2-3 hours but is on mostly flat
ground.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Sian Mawson

Meet at 7:30 am at the Overflow (rear)
car park at Craigie Leisure Centre,
Whitfords Ave, Craigie.
Wildflowers should be starting to
come out and showcased in this 40 ha
conservation park which is surrounded by
feral proof fencing and supports a thriving
re-introduced Quenda population, banksia
woodland, eucalypts, grass trees, hakeas,
grevilleas, and many birds including
parrots, cockatoos, honeyeaters, owls
and raptors. There is also a man-made
wetland which is starting to attract local
wildlife (including the Motorbike Frog).
In 2016 an official survey found 37 bird
species. The Photogroup found 29 of
them in March 2018 (see report, p41).
If we have time we will move across to
Pinnaroo Park afterwards. Bring a good
insect repellent, and a chair and morning
tea to have while we do a bird list.
Members and guests only.

Friday 24 August: Peel-Mandurah
Group excursion, Coolup
Contact Bob Paterson peelbirds1@tpg.
com.au for details.

Saturday 25 August: John Forrest
National Park, Mundaring
Half-day excursion
We will meet at 8:30 am near the
information board within the paid section
of the park. John Forrest National Park
is located approximately 28 km east of
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Leader: Diane Court

Monday 27 August: Bold Park Eco
Centre, 165 Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Mike Lohr, PhD candidate, Edith Cowan
University, will present information about
the potential for secondary poisoning
of Southern Boobook Owls following
testing of eight rodenticides across a
variety of habitats in WA. This shows high
exposure to toxins in urban and semiurban areas. These impacts are consistent
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species of birds have been
recorded here.
For members and the
general public.
Leader: Michael Hancock

Saturday 8 September:
Wearne Road, North
Bannister
Full-day excursion and
Photogroup activity
Meet at 8:30 am on the
corner of Wearne Road and
Albany Highway. Wearne
Road is on the left about 37
km south of the corner of
Jarrahdale Road and Albany
Rock Parrot, bird hide at Rushy Point, Albany. Photo by
Highway
and immediately
Geof Christie (see Observations, p11)
before the sign ‘North
Bannister 2 km’. We will
meet up here and then travel
approximately 10 km down
with reports from North America, Europe
Wearne Road to the excursion location.
and NZ. These findings have significant
implications for a range of other species.

Sunday 2 September: Bickley Brook,
Orange Grove
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am in the Hardinge Park
public car park, Hardinge Road. There
is a limited number of bays. Red-eared
Firetail and a reasonable range of other
bushbirds have been recorded on previous
excursions to the area.
Participants may wish to take advantage
of the free gas barbecues that are
provided (from 8:00 am to sunset) at the
conclusion of the walk.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Steve Burns

Thursday 6 September: Star Swamp,
North Beach, Stirling
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park at the
end of Mary Street, Waterman. To get
there, turn off West Coast Highway at
Mary Street, and drive to the car park.
Alternatively, from Marmion Avenue, turn
left into Beach Road, left into Ethel Street,
and then left into Mary Street.
Species that may be found here include
Variegated Fairy-wren, Southern Boobook
and Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo. Star
Swamp is part of the Northern Swan
Coastal Plain KBA for Carnaby’s BlackCockatoo and has Tuart and banksia
woodland and heath. A variety of raptors
and bushbirds can be seen. Over 82
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We will explore the Wandoo woodlands
looking for robins, babblers and other
bushbirds. After morning tea, we will look
at another area nearby.
For members and guests only.

the signs to the dam past the Masonmill
Gardens function centre, to the entrance
to the car park. We will follow the walking
track down to the dam. This walk is of
moderate length, perhaps 5 km, but it
does contain some steep steps that need
to be negotiated both down and then up,
so it does require a moderate level of
fitness.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Clive Nealon

Saturday 22 September: North Lake,
North Lake
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the car park near
the north end of Progress Drive. Coming
from Perth on Kwinana Freeway, take the
Farrington Road exit going right towards
Fremantle. Coming from the south, take
the South Street exit going left towards
Fremantle, turn left into Murdoch Drive
and right into Farrington Road. Progress
Drive is the first left after the lights at
Bibra Drive.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Clive Nealon

Leader: Robyn Pickering

Saturday 8 September – Tuesday
11 September: BirdLife Australia
Congress and Campout, Broome
See p6 for details.

Saturday 22 September to Monday 24
September: Remlap Station campout
(Queen’s Birthday weekend) Shire of
Mount Marshall
Remlap station is a small sheep station
that has been de-stocked since 2001. It
lies north-west of Beacon between Lake

Friday 14 September –
Monday 17 September:
Great Western Woodlands,
bird survey trip, Credo
Station
See Notices, p34, for details.

Saturday 15 September:
Victoria Reservoir, Canning
Mills
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am in the car
park beside the information
board at the entrance to the
dam. From Perth, travel east
along Welshpool Road and
Welshpool Road East to the
T-junction at Canning Road,
turn right and travel for about
400 m to Masonmill Road.
Turn right into Masonmill Road
and continue along this road
for about 600 m, following

Nankeen Night-Heron, Baigup, Photogroup outing.
Photo by Ralph Darlington
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Moore and Karroun Hill Nature Reserve
and straddles the Vermin Proof Fence.
The area is contained within the western
end of the Great Western Woodlands and
has large stands of tall Salmon Gums
and other eucalypts, Callitris groves and
acacia shrubland.
The adjacent Karroun Hill Reserve has
been classified as a Key Biodiversity Area
for its Malleefowl, Regent Parrot, Rufous
Treecreeper, and Western Yellow Robin. In
all, 141 species have been listed for the
local area.
The campsite is in an open area of
Salmon Gums with no facilities. It should
be accessible by 2WD with good ground
clearance and by 4WD with campertrailers and small caravans. To get there
travel through Koorda (last fuel, 24 hr) to
the Bonnie Rock-Burakin Road. Turn right
and continue 14 km east to Mouroubra
Road. Alternatively, the turnoff is 22 km
west of Beacon (24 hr fuel). From the
turnoff, travel 33.5 km north on bitumen
and then dirt road. Enter through the
farm gate (close it afterwards) and travel
on the sandy track due west for 1.6
km. Turn right and travel for 1 km. The
route will be signposted from the gate
on Mouroubra Road. The station has no
facilities and everyone will need to be
completely self-sufficient for food, water
and fuel. The nearest town is Beacon, 60
km by road.
Participants are urged to bring GPS
units and UHF radios if they have them
and a whistle for each person is highly
recommended. No camp fires are
permitted. Travel around the station
will be by typical, rough station tracks
with some surrounding and overhanging
vegetation, and 4WD will be essential.

Numbers will be limited to 26, so those
wishing to attend please call the office
(93837749) to put your name and email/
address on the list as usual. The campout
will commence with a briefing at 5.30
pm on Friday and finish on Monday
morning. Further details will be emailed to
participants closer to the time.

Road. We should see Golden and Rufous
Whistlers, birds of prey and other
bushbirds in a lovely valley.

For those interested there will be a
Great Western Woodlands survey group
continuing on to nearby Karroun Hill
Conservation Reserve from 25 to 29
September. Details are given in the
Notices section.

Monday 8 to Thursday 11 October:
Transline campout, proposed Great
Western Woodlands survey

For members and guests only.

Friday 26 October: Peel-Mandurah
Group excursion, Dwellingup

Leaders: Andrew and Jill Hobbs

For members and guests only.
Leader: Stella Stewart-Wynne

See Notices, p34, for details.

Contact Bob Paterson peelbirds1@tpg.
com.au for details.
Monday 24 to Friday 28 September:
Karroun Hill campout – proposed
Great Western Woodlands survey.
The GWW survey will follow on after
the Remlap campout

Friday 23 November: Peel-Mandurah
Group excursion, Lake Mealup

See Notices, p34, for details.

Contact Bob Paterson peelbirds1@tpg.
com.au for details.

Friday 28 September: Peel-Mandurah
Group excursion, Goodale Sanctuary

Friday 6 December: Peel-Mandurah
Group Sundowner

Contact Bob Paterson peelbirds1@tpg.
com.au for details.

Contact Bob Paterson peelbirds1@tpg.
com.au for details.

Saturday 29 September: Piesse
Brook, Kalamunda
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:15 am at the junction of
Hummerston Road and Schipp Road at
the southern end of Kalamunda National
Park. Take Mundaring Weir Road from
Kalamunda and turn left into Hummerston

Crossword No. 35
answers

Advertising rates in
Western Australian Bird Notes
(subject to change without notice)

ACROSS
1 taxonomic, 6 chair, 8 Neophema, 10 aperture, 11 Osprey,
13 thousands, 18 tangle, 19 thrush, 21 velocity, 23 meat, 25
herd, 26 painted.

Full colour (A4 page size):

DOWN
2 one, 3 nearest, 4 sharpie, 5 genus, 7 ingest, 9 park, 11
objective, 12 summary, 14 neat, 15 sign, 16 healthy, 17
humour, 20 warn, 22 tip, 24 end.

Black-and-white:
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$200.00 one-off, or
$150.00 per page
if placed in four
consecutive issues
¼ page: $35.00
½ page: $55.00
A4 page $100.00
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Calendar of events
BirdLife Western Australia
Western Australian Bird Notes
Subscription form
Are you joining BirdLife Australia for the first time, or renewing your
membership?
Do you wish to receive Western Australian Bird Notes?
If so, please complete the section below and send the appropriate fee to the
national office with your membership application.

Title

Saturday 2 Jun to Mon 4 Jun: Western Australia Day
campout, Dongara
Sat 2 Jun: Manning Lake, Spearwood, Half-day excursion
Sun 10 Jun: Tom Bateman Reserve, Thornlie, Half-day
excursion
Sun 10 Jun: Photogroup workshop: Canon Digital Photo
Professional Software
Tue 12 Jun: Albany Bird Group excursion
Sat 16 Jun: Flynn Road, Mundaring, Half/full-day excursion
Sat 16 Jun: Help restore Black-Cockatoo habitat, Maralla
Road Nature Reserve, Ellenbrook

First name

Thu 21 Jun: Lake Monger, Cambridge, Half-day excursion
Fri 22 Jun: Peel-Mandurah Branch excursion, Erskine Lakes

Last name

Sat 23 – Sun 24 Jun: Community Education Committee
Winter bird classes
Sun 24 Jun: Bull Creek Wetlands, Half-day excursion
Mon 25 Jun: Bold Park Eco Centre, 165 Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat, Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm

Address

Sat 30 Jun: Jandakot Regional Park, Harrisdale, Half-day
excursion
Sat 7 Jul: Community Planting Event, Native Bird Oasis,
Bibra Lake Reserve, Bibra Lake

Postcode
Phone (h)

(w)

Sat 7 Jul: Paganoni Swamp, Karnup, Half-day excursion
Thu 12 Jul: Little Rush Lake, Samuel Caporn Reserve
Yangebup, Half-day excursion
Sat 14 Jul: Lightning Swamp, Noranda, Half-day excursion
Sun 15 Jul: Photogroup excursion, Creery Wetlands,
Mandurah

Email

Sat 21 Jul: Lesmurdie Falls, Forrestfield, Half-day excursion
Mon 23 Jul: Bold Park Eco Centre, 165 Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat, Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm

WABN subscription rate per annum

Fri 27 Jul: Peel-Mandurah Group excursion, Hamel-Eco
Park, the old nursery

$24.00

Sun 29 Jul: Wungong Gorge, Half-day excursion

Note: WABN subscription is only available with a BirdLife Australia
membership. For membership rates, contact BirdLife Australia.

Payment details
I enclose a cheque/money order payable to ‘BirdLife Australia’
OR
Debit my Mastercard

___ ___ ___ ___

o

___ ___ ___ ___

Visa

Thu 9 Aug: Baigup Wetlands, Bayswater, Half-day
excursion
Sat 11 Aug: Wambyn Nature Reserve, York, Full-day
excursion
Sun 19 Aug: Queens Park Regional Open Space, East
Cannington, Half-day excursion

o

___ ___ ___ ___

Sat 4 Aug: Lake Gwelup, Stirling, Half-day excursion

Fri 24 Aug: Peel-Mandurah Group excursion, Coolup

___ ___ ___ ___

Sat 25 Aug: John Forrest National Park, Mundaring, Halfday excursion
Sat 25 Aug: Photogroup excursion, Craigie Bushland

......../.........
Expiry date

....................................................................
Cardholder’s name (please print)

.......................................................................
Signature of Cardholder

Post to: BirdLife Australia Membership, 60 Leicester St, Carlton VIC 3053
or online: https://support.birdlife.org.au/birdlife/membership/subscriptions-au
7/2017
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Mon 27 Aug: Bold Park Eco Centre, 165 Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat, Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Sun 2 Sep: Bickley Brook, Orange Grove, Half-day
excursion
Thu 6 Sep: Star Swamp, North Beach, Stirling, Half-day
excursion
Sat 8 Sep: Wearne Road, North Bannister, Full-day
excursion and Photogroup activity
Sat 8 Sep – Tue 11 Sep: BirdLife Australia Congress and
Campout, Broome
Fri 14 Sep – Mon 17 Sep: Great Western Woodlands, bird
survey trip, Credo Station
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Members in the field

Cheynes Beach campout: (above left) near the Stirling Range and (right) Waychinicup Inlet. Photos by Robert Loughman (see
report, p41)

Viewing Hooded Plovers on the beach, Fitzgerald National Park,
Hopetoun campout. Photo by Alan Watson (see report, p43)

Waders at Thomson’s Lake. Photo by Lesley Macauley

Rockhopper Pengjuin, Falkland Islands. Photo by Dusty Millar
(see report, p30)
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Red-browed Finch, Masonmill Gardens, Carmel. Photo by Alan
Watson
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Honeyeaters feast on Banksia prionotes
As a regular cyclist around Yellagonga Regional Park
for most of the year I see many Red Wattlebirds. When
the Banksia prionotes start to flower, this season they
commenced in late December 2017, the bright orange
nectar laden blossoms attract several more species of
honeyeaters. The species attracted include (clockwise)
New Holland, White-cheeked, Brown, Western Spinebill
and Western Wattlebird. When the blooms are
finished these species are not often seen. There is a
stand of Banksia prionotes located half way between
Neil Hawkins Park in Joondalup and Picnic Cove in
Edgewater that I can regularly find these species of
birds feasting on the nectar during the months that the
banksias bloom. Caption and photos by Gary Tate

Brown-headed
Honeyeater,
Katanning. Photo
by Jennifer
Sumpton

Masked Owl,
Bow Bridge.
Photo by Dash
Huang
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