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(above left) Common Noddy, (above right) Grey Fantail sub-species endemic to Norfolk Island (see report, p28). Photos by Amanda
Rayner

Osprey chicks, Carnarvon (see report, p27). Photo
by Les George
Caspian Tern, Woodman Point. Photo by Ian Wallace

Australasian Gannett passing Woodman Point.
Photo by Ian Wallace

White-breasted Robin, Augusta. Photo by Caroline
Mynott

Front cover: Grey-headed Lapwing shows typical non-breeding plumage and two features of Grey-headed Lapwing Vanellus
cinereus a small yellow loral wattle and the small fourth toe with prominent black toe-nail. Bird photographed at Halls Creek 04
November 2017. Photo by Xenia Dennett, Canon 7D M MK 2 with 100-400mm lens (see report, p29)
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CITIZEN SCIENCE IN FOCUS
Hi, my name is Tegan Douglas. Some of you will know me
already, as I have been part of the BirdLife flock for a few
years now. I wanted to take the opportunity to tell you a
little bit about my current role at BirdLife as the WA Citizen
Science Project Coordinator.
‘Citizen science,’ I hear you say, ‘that’s quite the buzz phrase
these days.’ Yes, it is, but did you know that BirdLife—
and our previous incarnations as Birds Australia, the Bird
Observers Club of Australia, and the Royal Australasian
Ornithologists Union—has been conducting citizen science for
decades? That’s right, we were all citizen scientists ‘before it
was cool’.
That’s because citizen science is essentially science done by
everyday people, as compared to science that is solely the
realm of professional researchers. So, any BirdLife activity
you’ve ever heard about or participated in, all those Great
Cocky Counts, Atlas surveys, Shorebirds 2020 counts are
all citizen science. All those bird lists compiled on BirdLife
excursions and campouts, they are all citizen science too.
Those careful records of species, numbers, dates, times and
locations are all scientific knowledge that allows BirdLife to
speak up for our birds. We are a science-based conservation
organisation. And my job is to help build on that.

Citizen scientists are
superheroes
To put it simply: without citizen science, BirdLife cannot
conserve our native birds. In our present environment, a
number of our bird species are facing threats that have
them on a trajectory towards extinction. We know this from
the data we already have. Many of these threats are not
new, but their effects mean we could lose species in our
lifetimes. That isn’t overinflated hyperbole, or handkerchiefwringing, bleeding-heart doom saying. It is cold, sobering
fact. If we want to continue to enjoy seeing the birds that
we know as familiar friends, if we want our children, and our
grandchildren to recognize these birds, we need to know how
and where to best direct our efforts. While we can, and do,
take action in many ways, BirdLife bases
that action on science—it is at the heart of
what we do.
Citizen science is a way we can all
contribute knowledge to this cause.
Observations submitted by people all
over Australia provide information on the
changing distribution, movements and
breeding of our birds. There is no way
this could be achieved only by a team of
paid staff. Instead, it is everyday people
contributing a small amount that makes
a big difference. The effort of these
volunteers creates a massive resource of
pooled knowledge. Analysing this data helps
BirdLife decide where to pick our battles,
and which of our birds need our help the
most. That data can be combined with other
information—on changing land use, on fire,
on climate—to see what is threatening our
birds and how we can best address these
threats. And ongoing surveying lets us see
the positives as well—how actions we take
are protecting our species, and how their
recovery is tracking.
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Citizen science and the
everyday
Most of us have a broad interest in nature and love spending
time outdoors. Because that’s where the birds are, right?
When we are already out in places where birds are, and
enjoy looking at them, it doesn’t have to be a lot of work to
put our observations to good use. New habits (like becoming
a citizen scientist) work best when they are easy to start
and not onerous to continue. That’s the philosophy behind
BirdLife’s Birdata portal. If you aren’t familiar with it, Birdata
is a web portal (birdata.birdlife.org.au) and a free phone
app (also called Birdata, available for both iOS and Android),
designed to collect your bird observations. Once you set up
a login and password (if you are a BirdLife member and pay
your membership online, then those same credentials will
log you in), you are all set to go. You can submit all sorts
of records, an incidental sighting of an Australian Hobby,
a Birds in Backyards list, a count of all the shorebirds and
waterbirds at your local wetland, or a 20-minute, 2-hectare
area search you did in the Great Western Woodlands. You
can also use it to explore the existing database and see what
birds you are likely to encounter on your next trip.
Western Australia is a big state with a relatively small
population. That means when it comes to citizen science,
we need to contribute more per person, to get the same
depth of information that those on the east coast can easily
achieve. But it doesn’t have to be onerous. My challenge to
you is to give it a shot—sign up and have a look at Birdata—
and see how easy it is to become a citizen scientist.

How to make the most of your
valuable time
If you enjoy spending time out in nature, being a citizen
scientist shouldn’t take you away from that. In fact, we
think it should add to it. The best way to ensure that you
participate long-term is to break yourself in easily. You don’t

Birdata workshop, Kalamunda. Photo by Tegan Douglas
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need to completely change your habits, clocking up hundreds
of kilometres visiting every corner of the state to do bird
surveys. Instead, just try fitting a bird survey or two into
your everyday activities. Try conducting a bird survey while
you are outside gardening or do one at your local park as
you walk your dog.
But before you launch off on a journey of recording the
precise location of every bird you see, it’s important to
remember that not all data is created equal. What benefits
Birdata the most are what are called systematic bird
surveys—where you specify how big an area you surveyed,
and how long you took to do it. So if you are heading on a
long drive, take 20 minutes to stop and stretch your legs.
Go for a wander and do a 20-minute 2-hectare area search
and report what you see. If you regularly drive that route,
how about stopping there every time? Visiting the same site
repeatedly can really help boost the database.
How about tackling some of the data you already have
lying around? Okay, there’s no need to scowl. We all have
them. Those old notebooks, filled with bird sightings and
good intentions. Recording our birding adventures of years
gone past. Currently sitting there gathering dust. Why not
go back through them and put them to use, by putting
those observations into Birdata? I went through mine over
Christmas. It was nostalgic, as each page I turned brought
back memories of places I’d been and the birds I’d seen
there—stopping for lunch on the Gibb River Road and seeing
my first wild Gouldian Finch. Or coming across a Hooded
Plover at Eyre Bird Observatory. Having a confiding Whitebreasted Robin visit while I stopped to eat lunch in the karri
forest. I challenge you to look back over yours and put them
in to Birdata.
Birds of a feather do flock together, and we’ve created
a Birdata Facebook group to allow you to connect with
your like-minded citizen scientists. Maybe you want some
advice from an old hand. Maybe you just want to share a
fantastic birding experience you just had. Maybe you have
advice for people visiting a shared site. You can do that on
the Facebook group. If you are interested in other ways of
being part of a community—then our Great Cocky Count,
Shorebirds 2020 surveys, and Great Western Woodlands
projects are all examples of some of the great, robust
science that BirdLife supporters can join.

My challenge to you
I challenge you to set a small citizen science goal for yourself
this week. If you haven’t already, set up your Birdata
account and make a promise to do one bird survey this
weekend. Just one. Write it in your diary if you need to.
While you’re there, pencil in a reminder for next weekend
too. And the week after. Before you know it, one at a
time, from all over Western Australia, together we will be
compiling the knowledge we can use to answer questions
about our native birds.
Now get out there and make your birding count!
Dr Tegan Douglas
WA Citizen Science Project Coordinator
I welcome any questions you have about Birdata. If you
would like a helping hand, part of my job is to help build the
knowledge, capacity and confidence to participate in citizen
science, so please don’t hesitate to ask.
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I will be running a series of Birdata and bird identification
workshops over the coming year, so keep an eye out for
them. We will be running a half-day Birdata Masterclass at
the WA Ecology Centre on Saturday 14 April (contact the WA
office to register). There will also be one scheduled as part
of our Winter Classes program in late June, with details to be
announced.

Frequently asked questions
Q: I don’t like using my phone when I’m out bush, what can
I do?
That’s fine. You can use your notebook and upload them
to Birdata later. But keep in mind that it can be worthwhile
becoming comfortable with making the change, as you can
use the inbuilt GPS in your smartphone to mark your survey
location exactly, which is great for ad hoc birding stops. Plus,
the app is easy to use and doesn’t take any extra time away
from your birding.
Q: But my favourite birding spots are well out of mobile
reception. What do I do then?
The GPS on your phone can still record your location. You do
surveys as per normal, and then Birdata uploads them once
you are back within phone range.
Q: Why can’t I just put things in the WA database?
The WA database was designed to provide a resource for
people birding in WA. But Birdata can do all the things that
the WA database can do, and so much more. We want to
keep as much of that precious knowledge as possible, so we
are currently looking at shifting as much of the WA database
as possible across into Birdata.
Q: What if I’m worried about people descending on this spot
where I’ve recorded an endangered species?
All endangered species are given a sensitivity listing—it
means that when people are using Birdata to explore
existing sightings they can see broadly where an endangered
species is distributed but cannot zoom in to specific survey
points.
Q: I used to submit lots of surveys to the earlier Atlas
projects, what has happened to that information?
If you were previously a registered Atlasser, then your data
will already be in Birdata. If you aren’t seeing it listed under
the My Data page when you are logged in, contact birdata@
birdlife.org.au to get you reunited with your previous
surveys. And if you have fallen off the Atlassing wagon, don’t
worry, we’ll give you a hand to clamber back on.
Q: Why don’t we just use another platform, like eBird?
There’s absolutely nothing stopping you. But keep in mind
the focus of eBird is on creating checklists for recreational
birding. Birdata is designed specifically to allow your
birdwatching to directly contribute to something more.
Using Birdata allows you to contribute to shared sites and
add knowledge to long-term programs, all for the benefit
of our birds. It also ties in with international conservation
monitoring, like Key Biodiversity Areas program. And
unfortunately, the information isn’t directly transferable–
while eBird has recently changed to accept systematic bird
surveys (the most valuable survey type), at present you
can’t use the eBird app to do it.
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Q: Why doesn’t Birdata do this thing I want it to?
I’m not quite sure. But get in touch and let’s have a chat about
it! We are constantly updating things to make Birdata the best it
can be.

Busselton Birdata workshop. Photos by Tegan Douglas
Left: Vasse River Delta birdhide.
Above: Out in the field.

Preston Environment Group Bush Retreat
Preston Environment Group (PEG) has
developed a bush retreat ‘Eco Shelter
Nature Retreat’ situated on 25 hectares
of National Trust jarrah/marri forest,
and where teachers/students/social
groups (up to 6) interested in the natural
environment, can immerse themselves
in citizen science, flora/fauna surveys,
birdwatching, bushtucker, bush medicine
or forest ecology/biodiversity.
Tariffs are reasonable and go towards
conservation management.
The retreat is located high in the Darling
Scarp near Ferguson Valley (30kms
south-east of the City of Bunbury) and is
powered by renewable energy.
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Contact Peter Murphy,
email: kiahcreek@bigpond.com
or telephone 043 997 6507
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 165 March 2018
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Letters to the Editors
Photography of nesting birds
I am writing to highlight an issue that is of great concern to
me—the photography of nesting birds. I am a member of
the BirdLife Australia Photography committee and we are in
the process of updating our policy on the non-publication of
nesting bird images. It should be available on our website
shortly for those interested, but in the meantime, I would
like to highlight the main concerns.
Birds are in a daily fight for survival. Any injury or stressinduced illness will almost certainly result in death. Predators
are everywhere; breeding is competitive and finding food
imperative.
Nesting is the most critical, and stressful time in a bird’s life.
Nesting is not just about the bird in question. It is crucial to
the survival of the bird species.
Our climate is changing and habitat is being cleared
at a relentless rate. In contrast, the number of bird
photographers has increased phenomenally. The actions
of photographers cannot be viewed in isolation. The more
photographers there are, the greater the potential for
damage. The effects must be regarded as cumulative.
I have no doubt that bird lovers who photograph nests do so
with the best intentions. However, sometimes, the effect of
disturbing a nest is not immediately obvious. For instance,
you might draw attention to beach nesting birds, which are
particularly vulnerable as they rely on camouflage as their
only protection. The predator will only act after you have
left the area. Another example is that you might leave a
dead end scent trail that could lead predators, such as a cats
and foxes, to a nest. Experience in Australia and elsewhere
reveals that photographing nesting birds involves three main
risks:
•

Accidental/deliberate damage

Photographers (and birders) not keeping an appropriate
distance from nesting birds. In particular, taking action that:
damages or tramples vegetation that exposes nests;
startles a bird, which may cause it to accidentally
knock eggs from the nest or scare young;

using flash on a nesting bird.
•

Attracting predators
Photographers may inadvertently attract predators (such
as cats, foxes, raptors, corvids, butcherbirds, magpies,
currawongs, etc) in one or more of the following ways:
approaching too close to an active nest;
showing undue attention to an otherwise wellcamouflaged nest (e.g. birds nesting on the beach
or in dense foliage); and/or
walking to the nest and back along the same path,
leaving a dead-end trail.

Furthermore, in some places in Australia disturbing or
interfering with nests is prohibited specifically by legislation.
At BirdLife Photography, we have decided not to allow
publication of nesting birds because experience has shown
that publishing such images encourages other photographers
to take similar photos. We do recognise, however, that
nesting bird images may have value for research and
conservation purposes and as such we a maintain a
restricted nesting bird image library that is not for public
viewing but may be accessed by request to the Committee.
I encourage WABN to adopt a similar policy.
Georgina Steytler
Editors’ note. This letter was published previously in WABN
but the issue is drawn again to the attention of all members,
not just photographers. WABN may from time to time publish
photographs of birds at nests (for example, where the birds are
nesting in places where human usage is so frequent that the
birds are used to humans and the photographer was not close
to the nest) and where the record is important (e.g. significant
expansion of breeding range, or previously undescribed
behaviour) and where the photographer can assure us that the
birds were not disturbed. We strongly recommend that anyone
photographing birds be familiar with our guidelines (published in
WABN 151: 40) and also take heed of Georgina’s advice in the
letter above.

incorporates ‘gardening’ the area around the nest
by removing branches or other objects that might
block a clear view of the nest, thus increasing the
exposure of the nesting birds to the weather and to
predation; and/or
modifies the nest or its approaches in order to force
the bird into a more photogenic position.
•

Desertion/Stress

Some bird species are more prone to stress and nest
desertion than others. The sensitivity of individual birds
within a species may also vary widely. When a bird is
exposed to prolonged stress, it is vulnerable to disease.
Photographers can cause stress, damage or nest desertion
by:
lingering too long in a bird’s core territory;
visiting nests in early mornings, or dusk or during
inclement weather when any desertion by a parent
might result in the eggs/young becoming cold;
using call playback in the vicinity of a nesting bird
which causes the bird to leave the nest to respond
to the playback; and/or
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Yellow White-eye, Carnarvon (see WABBA report, p37). Photo
by Jennifer Donegan
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A unique selection of dedicated wildlife cruises
Antarctica, the Falklands & South Georgia
January - 19 days - from $22,995

Alaska - Prince William Sound
May - 13 days - from $14,995

Amazon Wildlife Cruise
June & July - 8 days - from $6,995

Spitsbergen - Realm of the Polar Bear
June - 10 days - from $7,995

Galápagos Islands
Several departures - 12/19 days - from $7,995

Indonesia - Bali to Komodo
Sept & Oct - 11 days - from $8,995

Western Canada - Spirit Bears & Grizzlies
September - 8 days - from $7,995

Maldives - Mantas, Dolphins & Coral Reefs
February - 9 days - from $5,995

India - the Brahmaputra
Feb & Dec - 13 days - from $6,495

Baja California - Whale Watching
February & March - 12 days - from $8,995

Solomon Islands Wildlife Cruise
December - 11 days - from $12,995

www.naturetrek.co.uk
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0011 44 1962 733051

info@naturetrek.co.uk
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The above dates and prices exclude ﬂights and are subject to conﬁrmation

Book review
VANISHED AND VANISHING
PARROTS. PROFILING EXTINCT
AND ENDANGERED SPECIES
By Joseph M. Forshaw,
illustrated by Frank Knight
2017. Published by CSIRO
Publishing & Comstock Publishing
Associates: Clayton South, Vic.
and Ithaca and London. xxvi
plus 323 pages, quarto, eight
line drawings, 58 colour plates,
more than 60 maps. Hard cover/
dust wrapper, $150.00. ISBN:
9780643096325.

Parrots and cockatoos have colourful plumage and
fascinating personalities. Because of this, they are well
known throughout most of the world, either as flying gems
in the wild, or as aviary or companion animals. Budgerigars,
Cockatiels, cockatoos and macaws come to mind. However,
they are also one of the more endangered groups — of the
350+ extant species, about 35% are classified as being
near-threatened to critically endangered. This book covers
more than 50 of these — the ones that are extinct, or at
high risk of extinction.
A six-page Foreword by Noel Snyder (USA) recounts some
classic parrot recovery efforts from the Americas, and this
is followed by a three-page Preface that sets out the plan
of the book. An Introduction discusses the multiple reasons
for declines in many parrot species, describes several high
profile recovery programs (including those for the Kakapo
and the Orange-bellied Parrot), provides a brief overview
of the role and challenges of captive breeding, and makes
some suggestions for future priorities. This is followed by
a comprehensive 12-page summary of the fossil history of
parrots, written by Walter Boles.
After this, the book is organised into three regional sections:
the Australasian Distribution, the Afro-Asian Distribution
and the Neotropical Distribution. Each section contains a
general introduction discussing the status of parrots in the
region, with particular emphasis on threatening processes
and conservation measures. Within the regional sections,
species accounts provide information on distribution, status,
habitats, movements, calls, habits and breeding behaviour.
Each account is accompanied by a colour plate by Frank
Knight.
The book certainly makes interesting reading in relation to
various threatened parrots from around the world. However,
our comments below are confined to the species that
occur in Western Australia. Despite claims by the publisher
that the information in the book is up to date, and in the
preface it says that the book “is planned as a reference
work”, we could quickly see that it was definitely not up to
date, although to be fair, that is due in part to the rather
long lead time involved in book publishing. Nevertheless,
it’s a shame that Western Australian ecologists weren’t
consulted during compilation of the text, as it would have
allowed much more meaningful insights into the ecology
and conservation management of WA species. Given the
degree of involvement of BirdLife with recovery efforts for
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the cockatoos, in particular, it’s worth providing some more
detailed comments on these species.
The treatment of Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo is somewhat
uneven. It covers early work by Denis Saunders quite well,
but doesn’t mention several of his papers published in 201415 that describe important aspects of breeding biology and
practical conservation management (e.g. Saunders et al.
2014, 2016). The most recent Great Cocky Count referred
to is the 2013 one, which is unfortunate because reference
to the 2016 report, for example, would have provided
significant insights into population levels and trends;
instead, the text relies on a 1997 publication that says the
population is likely to be about 40 000 birds, but could be
as high as 60 000 or as low as 10 000. We have known
for several years that the population on the Swan Coastal
Plain alone is greater than 10 000 birds, albeit declining
significantly (e.g. Peck et al. 2016). Similarly, there is no
mention of the paper by Williams et al. (2016), which would
also have informed the discussion on population trends.
There is also little recognition of the value of pine forests as
a food resource or for roosting sites, or the impact of fire
on food resources, and the excellent work on these subjects
by Will Stock and others is not even mentioned (e.g. Stock
et al. 2013; Valentine et al. 2014). The section on diet and
feeding is focussed primarily on older data, and some recent
studies are not mentioned. The section on movements
covers earlier work quite well, but makes no mention of
recent knowledge (e.g. Groom et al. 2014). Curiously, the
text refers to ‘wintering range’, when a more appropriate
term would be ‘non-breeding range’. The section on ‘Habits’
provides a nice summary of the author’s own observations
but, again, falls short in terms of recent information,
particularly with respect to roosting behaviour (see e.g. Peck
et al. 2016; Groom et al. 2014).
Similar comments relate to the text for Baudin’s BlackCockatoo. At the beginning of each species account, the
accepted scientific name is listed, together with reference
to the original description and type specimen. In the case of
Baudin’s Black-Cockatoo, the type was actually a coloured
plate that is now known to have been a Carnaby’s BlackCockatoo, circumstances that required a re-designation of
the type (Johnstone et al. 2014), although this information is
lacking in the book.
Although the text states that shooting of Baudin’s BlackCockatoos in orchards has been a tragedy that should never
have been permitted to occur (and we agree!), it seems odd
to us that it didn’t say that the species was declared vermin
in fruit growing areas from the 1940s to the mid-1990s, and
that bonuses were paid for their destruction from 1952 until
1968. It does, however, note that illegal shooting does still
occur, and (without quoting any sources) that netting can
provide a cost-effective approach to damage mitigation.
Again, as with Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo, the account is
based on older information, and some newer publications
have not been consulted. For example, the detailed
examination of Baudin’s contact calls by Johnstone and
Kirkby (2015) is not mentioned. Another surprising
omission is the work by Nicole White and others on the
genetic composition of black-cockatoo populations and the
evolutionary relationships of the various species (e.g. White
et al. 2014) —again, the work that is mentioned, is much
older.
It’s a pity the author couldn’t use the tracking data for
Baudin’s from Murdoch University for the ‘Movements’
section rather than only referring to two birds that were
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 165 March 2018
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tracked some years ago, one of which died not long after
it was released. However, this is perhaps due to the long
gestation period inevitable in book publishing.

Chan, K., and Mudie, D. (2004). Variation in vocalisations
of the Ground Parrot at its northern range. Australian
Journal of Zoology 52, 147–158.

The text for the Ground Parrot is generally very good for
eastern birds but, not surprisingly, less detailed for western
ones. For example, considerable space is provided to
describing habitat of eastern birds, but the section for WA
(which is good as far as it goes) is less detailed, and does
not refer to some of the available information. In contrast,
the major study describing call types in eastern Australia
(Chan and Mudie 2004) was not mentioned or referred
to. Forshaw considers the eastern and western birds as
belonging to the same species, despite the known genetic
differences, known length of separation (ca two million
years) (acknowledged by Forshaw), plus differences in
diet (Newbey 2016) and differences in calls, habitat and
morphology (DPaW 2014; Burbidge et al. 2016; not noted by
Forshaw). Plate 16 is a painting of a Western Ground Parrot.
Superficially this is OK, but western birds have much more
extensive barring on the underparts than in the plate, the
boundary between the green and yellow parts of the breast
should be much more gradual, and the feet and legs are too
pink (normally they are grey). The bird is depicted in typical
Rock Parrot habitat; Western Ground Parrots occur in habitat
that is much denser and much more diverse.

Department of Parks and Wildlife (2014). South Coast
Threatened Birds Recovery Plan. Western Australian
Wildlife Management Program No. 44. Department of
Parks and Wildlife, Perth, Western Australia. Available
at: http://www.environment.gov.au/system/files/
resources/52c306c7-9085-4b62-a1dc-4d98c6ebae41/
files/south-coast-threatened-birds-2014.pdf

The text for the Night Parrot is an interesting and reliable
account of knowledge up to about two years ago. Much
knowledge has been gathered and published in the last two
years, including significant progress in Western Australia;
sadly, though, too late for inclusion in this book. If there
is a second edition, the Night Parrot account will be much
changed!
Given that one of the stated aims of the book is to increase
public awareness of the plight of threatened parrots and
cockatoos, it’s a shame that there was no mention of studies
that examine social values of candidate species, such as that
by Ainsworth et al. (2016) on Carnaby’s and Baudin’s BlackCockatoos. And curiously, for a book that has an emphasis
on threatened birds and their conservation, there seems
to be no reference to the recovery plans for either of the
black-cockatoos, or for the Western Ground Parrot, although
it does mention the existence of a “Recovery Project” for
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo and a “recovery program” for the
Western Ground Parrot.
According to the publishers, ‘Vanished and Vanishing Parrots’
will be a valuable reference for scientific, ornithological and
avicultural organisations, as well as individual lovers of birds
and of illustrated natural history books. It will be, BUT …
anyone especially interested in a given species will want to
make sure they look for more recent information, particularly
as knowledge, management actions and conservation status
can change quite quickly with highly threatened species.
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Cattle Egrets, one sitting on nest (see report, p23). Photo
by Marcus Singor

Observations
This list has been compiled by the WA
Records Officer with input from the
WA Records Committee, and includes
sightings published on the WA Sightings
page up until 17 January. Metropolitan
suburbs or shires are in parentheses.
Please report interesting observations
to the WA Records Officer, John Graff
(wasightings@birdlife.org.au) or to
the BirdLife WA office (9383 7749).
Sightings are included on the BirdLife
WA sightings page (http://birdswa.org.
au/sightings.htm) as soon as possible,
and the most interesting are selected
for inclusion in the next WABN.

Highlights
An interesting quarter for rarities,
highlighted by several exceptional
records. In the metropolitan area,
it was a case of déjà vu as three
Oriental Honey-Buzzards were
recorded at Lake Joondalup for a
fourth consecutive summer, while
amazingly a juvenile Eurasian Hobby
was also seen at the lake, the third
consecutive summer that the species
has been recorded in the metropolitan
area, and a juvenile bird so a third
different individual. A Gallinago snipe
was also seen at Herdsman Lake; it
didn’t linger but photographs suggest
it was most likely a Latham’s Snipe.
A Little Tern was photographed at
Nairns on the Peel Inlet. This follows
a couple of possible records over the
last 5-6 years, though difficulties with
separation from immature Fairy Terns
have confused the issue. However,
it is interesting in light of geolocator
data showing an Asian-breeding Little
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Tern recently wintered as far south as
Esperance. Staying on the theme, a
White Tern was photographed further
north at Lancelin in December—this is
the second record along the coast north
of Perth in three years, with one also
seen at Wedge Island in early 2016.
A bumper Wet season is brewing in
the Kimberley and there were early
signs of a bumper season for rarities
in the north. The passage of Tropical
Cyclone Joyce saw exceptional numbers
of House Swifts reported in the
Broome area, including a minimum
of 30 at Entrance Point—a high count
for a vagrant. Several dark swiftlets
were also seen, with some at least
considered strong candidates for
Himalayan Swiftlets. Several all-dark
swiftlets were also seen over Broome
with the passage of Tropical Cyclone
Hilda. The previously reported Greyheaded Lapwing was seen at Halls
Creek until mid-November while a
Little Stint made an appearance at the
wetlands east of Broome. Little Stints
are likely under-recorded in Australia
due to identification challenges, but
fortunately this individual retained
enough juvenile plumage to allow
positive identification.

BEACH STONE-CURLEW – 1,
07/12/17, Strickland Bay (Rottnest
Island) – BoB (vagrant to the
south-west; likely same bird
previously reported from Garden
Island and Rottnest Island, see
WABN 160-161)
Hooded Plover – 1, 15/11/17,
Point Walter (Bicton) – MB * 1,
10/12/17, 200m south of Canning
Bridge (Mount Pleasant) – WM
(rare in the metropolitan area;
records suspected to involve same
individual)
Gallinago sp. snipe (probable
Latham’s) – 1, 16/12/17,
Herdsman Lake (Herdsman) – BB
(any Gallinago sp. rare in the
south-west; photographs)
Little Tern – 1, 11/11/17, Nairns
(Coodanup) – BB (rare in the
south-west; photographs)
Common Noddy – 1, 03/12/17,
Penguin Island (Shoalwater) – NP
(rarely reported this far south;
photographs)

METROPOLITAN (UBD
Street Directory)

ORIENTAL HONEY-BUZZARD – 3,
01-14/01/18, Lake Joondalup
(Wanneroo) – GT et al. (vagrant to
Western Australia; apparently the
same individuals reported previous
three summers; records of these
individuals accepted by BARC;
photographs)

Wandering Whistling-Duck – 1,
13/12/17, Bibra Lake (Bibra Lake)
– RC (vagrant to the south-west;
photographs)

EURASIAN HOBBY – 1 juvenile,
12/01/18, Lake Joondalup
(Wanneroo) – GT (3rd record for
Western Australia; subject to BARC
acceptance; photographs)
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SOUTH WEST (Shark
Bay to Cape Arid)
Royal Penguin – 1 taken into care,
late 12/17, Busselton coast
(Busselton) – via RP (vagrant to
Western Australia; photographs)
Little Button-quail – 1, 15/15/17,
near Police Pools (Katanning) – DS
(rare visitor to the south-west)
WHITE TERN – 1, 01/12/17, Edwards
Island and Lancelin Point (Gingin)
– GN et al. (vagrant to Western
Australia; photographs)

ARID ZONE
Chestnut Teal – 1, 15-16/12/17, Gap
Ridge Wastewater Treatment Plant
(Roebourne) – NJ & JG (rare visitor
to the Pilbara; photographs)
Freckled Duck – 137, 06/12/17,
Rowles Lagoon (Kalgoorlie-Boulder)
– MB (uncommon in arid zone;
higher than usual count)
Green Pygmy-goose – 1, late 10/17,
Robe River near Pannawonica
(Ashburton) – BR et al. (rare visitor
to the Pilbara)
Beach Stone-curlew – 1, 23/12/17,
Gascoyne River mouth (Carnarvon)
– LG (south of usual range)
Ruff – 1, 06/10/17, Port Hedland
Saltworks (Port Hedland) – FO
et al. (rare migrant to Western
Australia)
Red-necked Phalarope – 47,
06/10/17, Port Hedland Saltworks
(Port Hedland) – FO et al. * 1,
12/12/17, Port Hedland Sewage
Treatment Work (Port Hedland) –
BRu (rarely reported migrant to
Western Australia)

KIMBERLEY
Australasian Shoveler – 1, 09/12/17,
Nimalarragan (Nimalaica) Wetland
(Broome) – NJ & GS (rare visitor to
the Kimberley; photographs)
Freckled Duck – 5-8, 28/10-02/11/17,
Halls Creek sewage ponds (Halls
Creek) – MN et al. * 1, 09/12/17,
Nimalarragan (Nimalaica) Wetland
(Broome) – NJ & GS (rare visitor to
the Kimberley; photographs)
Eastern Koel – 1, 08/12/17, Lake
Campion (Broome) - GS * 2,

09/12/17, Crescent Lake (Broome)
– NJ & GS (west of usual range)
HOUSE SWIFT – 20+, 11/01/18,
Cable Beach (Broome) – GS et al.
* 30+, 12/01/18, Entrance Point
(Broome) – NJ et al. * 1, 12/01/18,
Broome South Wastewater
Treatment Plant (Broome) – NJ *
1, 12/01/18, Town Beach (Broome)
– NJ * 3, 12/01/18, Broome
Bird Observatory (Broome) – NJ
(vagrant to Western Australia;
subject to BARC acceptance;
photographs)
dark swiftlet sp. – 2-5, 27/12/17,
Broome (Broome) – DB et al. * 1
possible Himalayan, 11-12/01/18,
Cable Beach (Broome) – GS et
al. * 3, 12/01/18, Entrance Point
(Broome) – NJ et al. * 1, 12/01/18,
Broome South Wastewater
Treatment Plant (Broome) – NJ
* 1, 12/01/18, Broome Bird
Observatory (Broome) – NJ (all
dark swiftlet species vagrant to
Western Australia; subject to BARC
acceptance; photographs)
GREY-HEADED LAPWING – 1, 20/1013/11/17, Halls Creek sewage
ponds (Wyndham-East Kimberley)
– MC et al. (1st record for Western
Australia; subject to BARC
acceptance; photographs; see also
WABN 164) (see photo, front page)
EURASIAN CURLEW – 1, 03/12/17,
Bush Point (Broome) – NJ et al.
(vagrant to Western Australia;
subject to BARC acceptance)
LITTLE STINT – 1 juvenile, 1827/10/17, Lake Eda (Broome) – NJ
et al. * 1 juvenile, 03/12/17, Lake
Campion (Broome) – GS et al.
(rarely reported migrant to Western
Australia; both records involve
same individual; photographs)

CHRISTMAS ISLAND
Malayan Night Heron – 1, 13/01/18,
Christmas Island – MH (rare
migrant to Australian territory;
subject to BARC acceptance;
photographs)

COCOS (KEELING)
ISLANDS
BARAU’S PETREL – 1, 12/17-01/18,
airport – GC et al. (rare migrant
to Australian territory; subject to
BARC acceptance; photographs)

OBSERVERS
AMB = Anne-Maree Burgoyne
BB = Bill Betts
BoB = Bob Black
BR = Brooke Richards
BRu = Bill Rutherford
DB = Damian Baxter
DS = David Secomb
FO = Frank O’Connor
GC = Geof Christie
GN = Gail Neumann
GS = George Swann
GT = Gary Tate
JG = John Graff
LG = Les George
MB = Mark Binns
MC = Mark Cavill
MH = Mark Holdsworth
MN = Mark Newman
NJ = Nigel Jackett
NP = Nathan Piesse
RC = Russell Cumming
RoC = Rohan Clarke
RP = Robyn Pickering
WM = Wynton Maddeford

Grey Wagtail – 1, 30/10-03/11/17,
The Habitat Resort (Broome) – AMB
et al. (rare migrant to Western
Australia; photographs)

ASHMORE REEF
LITTLE STINT – 1, 08/11/17,
Splitgerber Cay – RoC, GS et
al. (rarely reported migrant to
Australian territory; photographs)
CHESTNUT-CHEEKED/DAURIAN
STARLING – 1, 09-10/11/17,
West Island - RoC, GS et al. (both
species vagrant to Australian
territory; final identification to
be resolved; subject to BARC
acceptance; photographs)
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Ruff. Photo: WABN Digital Library (Mark
Binns)
Page 13

BirdLife WA reports
CHAIR’S REPORT
When I took up the role of Chair in 2015, I made the
comment that I expected the position to take up a bit of my
spare time, and that restoration of the old Daihatsu 4WD in
the garage might be delayed for a while. Well, it’s still there
with a few more layers of dust and rust. In fact, if anyone is
interested in a 1979, 4 cylinder, 2.56l diesel 4WD, winner of
4WD of the year in 1978 — call me!!!
It has been a busy and productive three years for BirdLife in
WA, and I’d like to feel I can take some credit for that, but
of course such things are always a team effort. And what a
team!!! The WA group is doing everything it has done for a
long time, but more of most. We continue with excursions,
campouts, community education, sales, projects such as
the Great Cocky Count, Cockies in Crisis, the Great Western
Woodland, lorikeet surveys and bittern searches; the list
goes on. We have supported events in Port Hedland, Bunbury
and Albany, and we have participated in National initiatives
such as Shorebirds 2020, Birdata, the bird bath survey and
the Great Aussie Backyard Bird Count. We also supported
a workshop on saving the Western Ground Parrot, and we
have been represented by volunteers and project officers at
everything from meetings with government officials to radio
interviews talking about wagtails.
These all matter if we are to make a difference for the
birds of Australia. It is easy to forget in the day to day
management of meetings, finances, ‘phone calls, and all the
sorts of things that happen to a business such as ours, but it
is the birds of Australia that we are about. This is something
that any volunteer needs to remember, whether they occupy
the role of Chair for just three years, or turn up faithfully
to sit at the front desk at the office one day a week for 30
years. What is the right thing for the birds? The answer to
that question is not always simple.
Rather than go into detail of what has happened over the
last year or three, I thought I would take this opportunity to
look forward; what are our core activities, where do I think
BWA should be going with them and what should we be
doing better?
Conservation. We have had a very active few years in
advocacy for conservation; in fact, think major conservation
issues and we were probably there. We supported protests
over Roe 8 and were a key player in the Helena and Aurora
campaign, but not all members agreed with us on these
issues. We have had close involvement with the Perth Peel
Strategic Plan. But we have largely kept out of the Wave
Park issue as while it may be a questionable planning issue
and there are better things one could do with that piece of
land for birds (points we did make to council), it is difficult to
see the proposal having a major impact on birds living on an
estuary already surrounded by a thriving city. We produced
a brochure on responsible cat ownership, and while that may
seem a trivial issue, the impact of domestic cats on wildlife
is massive but almost completely unacknowledged. We need
to do more but our guiding principle is that conservation
campaigns MUST BE evidence-based. We also need to
look at opportunities where we can effect change outside
specific campaigns, such as with the cat brochure and with
discussions on issues like urban infill and feeding wildlife.
Research. It sometimes appears that research and
conservation are almost the same thing, but they are not.
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However, our research should be conservation focussed.
BWA once had a research and conservation committee, but
apart from Executive resolving that we needed two separate
committees, we have made no progress with either. I’d be
the first person to agree that we don’t need more meetings,
but our research program needs to be better coordinated
and directed, and the membership needs to be better
informed about it.
More public engagement. Personally, I see this as central
to what BA does; birds need to become valued by people
who are not and probably never will be birdwatchers. Only
when most people value birds as part of their environment,
their home, will politicians and planners really take notice.
The Aussie Backyard Bird Count is the flagship project
for this, but there are other projects … a repeat of Perth
Birdwatch, a ‘where the wrens are’ project, Birds in
Backyards …. this is fertile ground for ideas.
A financial plan. We are in a very strong financial position
with substantial investments and a good income stream from
a variety of sources. But as a business, what is our plan to
achieve our best outcomes? We actively raise money through
sales and encourage people to donate or leave bequests, but
what is the money really for? We need to be asking ourselves
how to decide which proposals to support and which not to,
how much money in the bank is enough, and so on.
Accommodation. An exciting opportunity is on the
horizon and we need to be prepared to make the most of
it. Meanwhile, the existing office is thriving with activity but
the building is becoming too small for us, floors creak and
computers wobble! It would be great to have security in a
more appropriate building but we don’t want to over-commit.
This is the sort of question that any business that wants to
be going places must ask.
Three of our key activities are Sales, Community
Education and Excursions. All face challenges and
opportunities. Societal change may see sales of cards
decline, but opportunities for e-sales exist and will open up
new markets for the right sort of merchandise. Community
education is vital in our public role, but very demanding of
volunteers. We need to ask the question “is it time to pay
someone to help in this area?” Excursions are traditional
and where many of us start. They are a great way to get
new people involved. How do we balance the enjoyment of
excursions (a member benefit) with the ‘bigger picture’?
We need always to be thinking ahead because the world is
changing.
... and finally
I’d like to acknowledge all the people who have helped make
BirdLife WA function so effectively. Members of committees,
office volunteers, people who lead excursion whether it be
an hour or two at Herdsman Lake or a ten-day expedition
to the other side of the Black Stump, or people who go to
schools. I really hope you keep coming back for more! I’d
also like to thank our project officers Adam Peck, Tegan
Douglas, Rebecca Boyland and Robyn Pickering, all of whom
do way more than their projects specify, and Annette Park
who does so much more than office manager. This is also
an opportunity to thank Helen Bryant for setting such a
high standard as program manager. Helen moved to the
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national office in Melbourne late last year, but has just been
replaced by Vicki Stokes, who I am sure told me she enjoys
a challenge.
It is also important to acknowledge members and supporters
who may not have time to volunteer. Of course, I’d
encourage them to volunteer when they do have time, but

meanwhile every bit of support helps in our goal in making
a difference for Australia’s birds. Birdwatching is apparently
one of the fastest-growing recreational activities in Europe; I
reckon there is a lesson there.
Mike Bamford

WA BRANCH REPORTS
WA List Review: 2017

(WABN 138); #952 Yellow Bittern, 12/2016 (WABN 161);
#956 Northern Pintail, 01/2017 (WABN 161, 162).

This annual review lists changes to the state ‘list’ for
Western Australia, arising from new records or changes in
taxonomy, from the previous calendar year. It also reports
decisions by the BirdLife Australia Rarities Committee (BARC)
affecting WA and its adjacent Australian external territories,
for purpose of revisiting records previously reported in the
WABN ‘Observations’ column as “subject to BARC review”.
For the purposes of this review, ‘Western Australia’ includes
pelagic waters and most islands out to 200 nautical miles,
but excludes Ashmore & Cartier Reefs, Christmas Island, and
Cocos/Keeling Islands.

NOT ACCEPTED - #942 Square-tailed Drongo-cuckoo,
11/2016 (WABN 161).

‘FIRST FOR WA’ RECORDS REPORTED IN 2017
Buller’s Albatross Thalassarche bulleri, 02/2017, off Albany
(WABN 162); Nicobar Pigeon Caloenas nicobarica, 03/2017,
Chile Creek near Lombadina (WABN 162, pending BARC
review); Grey-headed Lapwing Vanellus cinereus, 10/2017,
Halls Creek (WABN 164, pending BARC review).
Unconfirmed: possible Himalayan Swiftlet Aerodramus
brevirostris, 01/2017, Broome (WABN 162, pending BARC
review).
BARC DECISIONS IN 2017 FOR WA AND ADJACENT
TERRITORIES
‘Mainland’ WA: ACCEPTED - BARC #904 Collared Kingfisher
ssp. chloris, 11/2015, Browse Island (not reported in
WABN); #919 Island Monarch, 11/2015, Browse Island
(WABN 157); #924 White Wagtail, 01/2015, Broome (WABN
154); #925 Arctic [Kamchatka Leaf] Warbler, 02/2016,
Broome Bird Observatory (WABN 158); #931 Atlantic
Yellow-nosed Albatross, 08/2016, Perth Canyon (WABN
160); #946 Grey Phalarope, 12/2016, Roebuck Bay (WABN
161); #948 House Crow, 04/2016, Fremantle (WABN 158,
159); #951 Blue Rock Thrush, 10/2013, Dampier Wharf
(WABN 149); #974 Night Parrot, 03/2017, near Wiluna
(WABN 162).
NOT ACCEPTED - #953 [Western] Yellow Wagtail ssp. lutea,
03/2016, Roebuck Plains (WABN 159); #955 Night Parrot,
11/2009, Matuwa/Lorna Glen (not reported in WABN, see
Hamilton et al. 2017).
Ashmore Reef: ACCEPTED - #944 Brown Shrike, 11/2011
(not reported in WABN).
Cocos/Keeling Islands: ACCEPTED - #902 Slaty-breasted
Rail, 11/2015 (WABN 157, 158); #907 Narcissus Flycatcher,
02/2016 (WABN 157, 158); #908 Common Moorhen,
09/2016 (WABN 156, 157); #923 White Wagtail ssp.
ocularis, 04/2014 (not reported in WABN); #933 Crow-billed
Drongo, 12/2015 (WABN 157); #941 Black-crowned NightHeron, 12/2016 (WABN 161); #950 Indian Cuckoo, 02/2011
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Christmas Island: ACCEPTED - #921 White Wagtail ssp.
leucopsis, 03/2002 (WABN 102); #922 White Wagtail ssp.
leucopsis, 03/2002 (WABN 102); #928 Intermediate Egret
ssp. intermedia, 08/2016 (not reported in WABN); #940
Red-billed Tropicbird, 05/2016 (not reported in WABN); #945
Cinnamon Bittern, 02/2011 (WABN 138).
TAXONOMIC ‘SPLITS’ AND ‘LUMPS’ OF WA BIRDS IN
2017
IOC (7.1-8.1) (Gill and Donsker 2018): split Purple-backed
Fairy-wren Malurus assimilis (includes dulcis, rogersi,
assimilis, bernieri) from monotypic Variegated Fairy-wren M.
lamberti, after McLean et al. (2017).
Clements/eBird (Clements et al. 2017), BirdLife
Australia Working List v2.1 (BirdLife Australia
2017), BirdLife International v2 (Dec 2017) (BirdLife
International 2017): none.
SCIENTIFIC NAME CHANGES FOR WA BIRDS IN 2017
IOC (8.1) (Gill and Donsker 2018): Radjah [Raja] Shelduck
Radjah radjah; Garganey Spatula querquedula; Australasian
Shoveler Spatula rynchotis; Northern Shoveler Spatula
clypeata; Eurasian Wigeon Mareca penelope; Sarus Crane
Antigone antigone, Brolga Antigone rubicunda, Broad-billed
Sandpiper Calidris falcinellus, Buff-breasted Sandpiper
Calidris subruficollis, Ruff Calidris pugnax; Black Honeyeater
Sugomel niger.
ENGLISH NAME CHANGES FOR WA BIRDS IN 2017
IOC (8.1) (Gill and Donsker 2018): Pied Stilt (was Whiteheaded Stilt).
Working List of Australian Birds v2.1 (BirdLife Australia
2017): Australian Painted-snipe (was Australian Painted
Snipe), Green Oriole (was Yellow Oriole), Pied Stilt (was
Black-winged Stilt).
These records bring the WA state bird list (excluding
offshore external territories) to 595 species using IOC (8.1)
taxonomy, or 592 species following BirdLife Australia’s
Working List of Australian Birds (v2.1).
References
BirdLife Australia (2017). The BirdLife Australia Working
List of Australian Birds, Version 2.1. Online at http://
www.birdlife.org.au/documents/BWL-BirdLife_Australia_
Working_List_v2.1.xls; see also http://www.birdlife.org.au/
documents/BWL-English_name_changes-v2.1.pdf.
Page 15

BirdLife WA Branch reports, ctd
BirdLife International (2017). Handbook of the Birds of the
World and BirdLife International digital checklist of the birds
of the world. Version 2. Online at: http://datazone.birdlife.
org.
Clements, J. F., Schulenberg, T. S., Iliff, M. J., Roberson, D.,
Fredericks, T. A., Sullivan, B. L., and Wood, C. L. (2017).
The eBird/Clements checklist of birds of the world (v 2017).
Online at http://www.birds.cornell.edu/clementschecklist/
download/.
Gill, F. and Donsker, D. (Eds) (2018). IOC World Bird List (v
8.1). Online at www.worldbirdnames.org.
Hamilton, N. A., Onus, M., Withnell, B., and Withnell, K.
(2017). Recent sightings of the Night Parrot Pezoporus
occidentalis from Matuwa (Lorna Glen) and Millrose Station
in Western Australia. Australian Field Ornithology 34, 71-75.
McLean, A. J., Toon, A., Schmidt, D. J., Hughes, J. M., and
Joseph, L. (2017). Phylogeography and geno-phenotypic
discordance in a widespread Australian bird, the Variegated
Fairy-wren, Malurus lamberti (Aves: Maluridae). Biological
Journal of the Linnean Society 121, 655–669.

Retirement of Wendy
Napier
Join us in congratulating
Wendy Napier who is stepping
down from her volunteer
duties after an amazing 34
years of dedicated volunteer
service to BirdLife WA.
Wendy’s wealth of knowledge
and her warm smile and
cheery demeanour will be
greatly missed.
Here she is being presented
with a small token of
appreciation from WA Chair,
Dr Mike Bamford.
 Thank you, Wendy.

Wendy Napier and Chair Mike
Bamford at the Christmas
Volunteers’ Luncheon,
December 2017. Photo by
Tegan Douglas (see also p52)

Martin Cake

WA BRANCH PROJECTS
Southwest Black-Cockatoo Project
Hi, I’m Rebecca Boyland, the new Southwest Black-Cockatoo
Project Coordinator at BirdLife WA and I thought it was about
time I introduced myself.
Before starting with BirdLife, I was putting my Conservation
Biology background to good use at WWF-Australia, working
as the Southwest Species Conservation Project Officer.
I worked with species such as
Black-flanked Rock-wallaby, Woylie
(Brushed-tailed Bettong), Quenda
(Southern Brown Bandicoot) and
Baudin’s Black-Cockatoo.
However, I have joined the team
at BirdLife WA to focus on both our
forest black-cockatoos—Baudin’s as
well as the Forest Red-tailed BlackCockatoo.

because it is so difficult to count cockatoos across such a
large area, despite all the hard work that has gone in to
black-cockatoo research over the years in Western Australia,
there are currently no robust or scientifically-defensible
estimates of population size for any of our southwest
black-cockatoo species. This is a problem that has plagued
cockatoo researchers for decades, but which BirdLife WA’s
brand new Citizen Science project, CockyWatch, aims to help
with.
As with so many of the projects
here at BirdLife, it will be driven by
volunteers just like you gathering
data and completing surveys. I’m
asking residents from all across the
Southwest, from north of Geraldton
to east of Esperance, to conduct
CockyWatch surveys while they
walk, cycle or drive a route of 2 km
or more as part of your regular,
everyday activities. The more times
you can repeat your chosen route,
the better, so it’s best done on a
route that you travel regularly.

This follows on from the earlier
Cockies in Crisis Project, which
aimed to raise awareness of the
forest black-Cockatoos in the
community and work with relevant
Rebecca Boyland in the interactive aviary at
CockyWatch instructions and data
Karaakin BCCC. Photo by Rebecca Boyland
stakeholders to address the threats
sheets are available on our website:
facing these beautiful birds. My
http://www.birdlife.org.au/
role will build on this groundwork
cockywatch . It would be fantastic if
in several ways, by launching a new citizen science project
you were able to help out on this initiative.
that will address some of the lingering questions about
For the second part of my project, I will be coordinating a
cockatoos, and engaging landholders to conserve blackseries of workshops and information sessions throughout
cockatoos and other birdlife on their properties. Later in the
the southwest with some of our dedicated partner groups
year I will also be organising a Threatened Bird Symposium
and organisations. The aim is to share information and build
to enable researchers and land managers to share and
strategies with landholders and land managers to use best
collaborate their findings to better help the conservation of
practice to conserve, enhance and restore habitat for blackour feathered friends.
cockatoos and other native animals. The workshops will be
But firstly, back to the cockatoos. While our black-cockatoos
held throughout the year and advertised widely, so keep an
can easily travel across the landscape, this actually makes
eye out for them and I hope you can make it along to one in
it difficult to count how many cockatoos there are. And
your area.
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Finally, the Threatened Bird Symposium will be aiming
to gather bird researchers and land managers under one
roof, sharing their latest findings and working together to
come up with solutions to some of WA’s more difficult bird
conservation problems.
I hope this has given you a bit of insight into the work I
will be doing. I’m really enjoying being part of the flock at
Peregrine House, and I look forward to meeting you all soon.
Maybe it will be as you drop by the BirdLife office, maybe at
one of the many events we have planned this year, or maybe
while I am out learning more about birds and improving my
bird call recognition skills.
My position is supported by funding from the Western
Australian Government’s State NRM Program, supported
by Royalties for Regions. If any of this project sounds like
something you would like to be involved with, you can
find out more on http://www.birdlife.org.au/projects/
southwest-black-cockatoo-recovery, or get in touch for more
information.
Rebecca Boyland
Southwest Black-Cockatoo Project Coordinator

Field Techniques in Bird Studies Course
Eyre Bird Observatory November 2017 —Report and
summary of results
Anticipation is always high as the vehicles full of eager
course participants trundle down the sandy track towards
Eyre Bird Observatory. This year, the participants on the
annual Field Techniques on Bird Studies course gazed out
across a charred but re-sprouting landscape, a legacy of the
bushfire of almost exactly 12 months ago. For the first-time
visitors to the observatory (Aidan Williams, Aline Gibson,
Catherine Ryan, Josh Newton, Mark Hutchison and Suzanne
Lapensee) perhaps they wondered what the unburned
landscape looked like, and what they would find here. For
the return visitors, like the course leaders (Tegan Douglas
and Kelly Rayner), we wondered how many birds and other
small inhabitants of the woodlands managed to survive such
an extensive burn, and how it would affect the course we
had planned.
Thankfully, the initial signs were promising. While in some
places the fire had been intense, in others it was quite
patchy, and fresh green shoots were visible all over. Good
rains during the year had triggered flowering of the mallee

in the unburned vegetation too. Consequently, an impressive
11 species of honeyeater were recorded in no short time in
the vicinity of the observatory, a promising sign indeed.
We started the week with a morning of mist netting,
providing an opportunity for participants to meet some of the
observatory inhabitants face-to-face. While netting yielded
only 24 individuals of four species (New Holland Honeyeater
(7), Singing Honeyeater (13), White-browed Scrubwren
(1) and Silvereye (3)), amongst them were re-traps from
both earlier in the year, and prior to the fire. Everyone had
the opportunity to learn appropriate handling techniques of
birds, as well as how bands are applied and measurements
taken, and the types of information these data can provide.
Table 1: Results of Australian Bird Counts at Eyre Bird
Observatory in 2017, expressed as birds per hectare.
ABC Survey Area
Total size of area searched

Standard

Rehab

6 ha

4 ha

Brush Bronzewing

0

1

Blue-breasted Fairy-wren

0

0.75

White-browed Scrubwren

0.33

0

Red Wattlebird

0.33

0

0

1.75

7.33

0.25

Singing Honeyeater
New Holland Honeyeater
Brown Honeyeater

0

0.25

Grey Shrike-thrush

0.83

0.75

Golden Whistler

0.17

0

Grey Butcherbird

0.17

0

0

0.75

Australian Raven
Welcome Swallow

0.17

0

Silvereye

0.67

1.25

By consensus, the bird that caused the most excitement
amongst the group was not one that ended up in the net,
but rather in the birdbath—one of the resident Brown Falcons
dropped by for a wash in the middle of proceedings, claiming
the bird bath all to herself.
During the week, participants used different survey methods
to gather information on the densities of bushbirds around
the observatory. We conducted a point count along the West
Track, as well as undertaking territory mapping and standard
atlas searches near the observatory. These allow for
comparison between the different methods and with previous
years. Results of data collected during the course have been
published previously in Corella (Davies 2010) and WABN
(e.g. Douglas and Porter 2015).
The standard atlas surveys (20-minute 2-hectare area
searches) showed only a small overlap in species between
remnant vegetation and more recently revegetated areas
(Table 1). Grey Shrike-thrush and Silvereyes were detected
in similar densities in the two habitat types, whereas New
Holland Honeyeaters were way more abundant in the mature
vegetation.

Catherine, Kelly and Josh consider the results of the territory
mapping, Eyre. Photo by Tegan Douglas
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Looking at trends from the point count along the West Track
(all unburned by the fire, but coming close to the edge
of fire scar), results were variable (Table 2). Numbers of
Grey Currawong and Grey Shrike-thrush seemed consistent
with pre-fire numbers, but numbers of mobile species like
honeyeaters were more variable. Whether this is a result
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Table 2: Density of birds (birds/ha) determined by Point
Count along the West Track in November 2017, with
comparative data from earlier years. ‘—‘ Denotes where
birds were not present in great enough numbers to run the
analysis.

Table 3: Bird densities determined by territory mapping a 22.5
ha grid around the observatory. Densities are shown as birds
per hectare, and ‘—‘ denotes where birds were not present, or
density was unable to be determined.
Density (birds per ha)

Density (birds per ha)
Year

2015

2016

2017

Year

2015

2016

2017

Species

Species
Brush Bronzewing

--

1.77

0.59

Blue-breasted Fairy-wren

0.76

2.49

0.84

Fan-tailed Cuckoo

0.21

--

--

Spotted Pardalote

0.71

0.44

0.49

--

--

3.89

Striated Pardalote

--

--

0.27

Spotted Pardalote

3.50

2.48

0.24

Inland Thornbill

0.49

0.40

0.40

Inland Thornbill

1.27

--

0.71

White-browed Scrubwren

0.89

0.98

1.02

White-browed Scrubwren

6.05

9.55

2.12

Weebill

1.11

1.16

0.71

Weebill

5.09

1.77

3.89

Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater

--

--

0.27

Singing Honeyeater

0.64

2.48

0.53

Brown Honeyeater

--

1.77

--

New Holland Honeyeater

4.03

3.18

Red Wattlebird

0.64

Grey Shrike-thrush
Grey Currawong

Blue-breasted Fairy-wren

--

0.18

0.49

Brown-headed Honeyeater

0.04

0.53

0.40

1.59

White-browed Babbler

0.71

1.56

0.89

1.77

0.71

Golden Whistler

0.13

0.27

0.09

0.22

0.24

0.33

Grey Shrike-thrush

0.31

0.53

0.62

0.21

0.25

0.33

Grey Butcherbird

0.36

0.09

0.18

Australian Raven

0.32

--

--

Grey Currawong

0.44

0.31

0.27

Silvereye

20.6

18.4

8.13

Willie Wagtail

0.13

0.27

0.31

of the nearby fire, or just seasonal variation is unable to be
determined.
Territory mapping in the immediate vicinity of the
observatory gave us insight into the densities of the more
sedentary species (Table 3). Inland Thornbill numbers
appeared consistent, or at least had a consistent trend,
like the increasing numbers of White-browed Scrubwrens,
whereas other species were much more variable, like
the Blue-breasted Fairy-wren and White-browed Babbler.
Whether this is a legacy of the fire or just seasonal factors
remains to be seen.
A trip along Kanidal Beach and to Twilight Cove provided
an opportunity to try our hand at identifying and recording
behaviour of shorebirds. In addition to resident beach birds
such as Red-capped Plover (42), Australian Pied (10) and
Sooty (1) Oystercatchers, four intercontinental migrants
were recorded: Red Knot (2), Pacific Golden Plover (1), Rednecked Stint (9) and Greater Sand Plover (1). By observing
their behaviour on the beach, we could create a dichotomous
key to identify them solely based upon their behaviour (see
below). This has been used elsewhere with great effect,
and concentrating on behaviour provided students with a
useful focus point for ‘brown and white’ birds. Other species
recorded on the beach included Silver (10) and Pacific (8)
Gulls, Whiskered Tern (1), Australian Pelican (1), Little Pied
(1), Little Black (1) and Pied (1) Cormorants.
This year’s course also incorporated some work with skull
morphology and anatomy. A selection of beach-washed
seabirds gathered by previous caretakers provided an
opportunity to look at identification of birds based solely
upon bones. While Silver Gulls and Australasian Gannets
were a nice warm up, the identity of some of the others
proved more elusive. However, participants were able to use
skull morphology to distinguish Giant Petrels from albatross,
and skulls and plumage colour to identify unusual species
such as Southern Fulmar. Two recently-dead beachwashed
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specimens collected during the Kanidal Beach count provided
an opportunity for an investigation of internal morphology
and autopsy. While no obvious cause of death could be seen
for the Crested Tern collected, investigation of the Softplumaged Petrel revealed a sobering fate. It had ingested
part of a shiny Twisties wrapper, possibly mistaking it for a
small silvery fish. Instead the indigestible wrapper became
lodged in the bird’s intestine, and the poor body condition
of the bird suggested that it unfortunately suffered for quite
some time before it died.
One more intriguing specimen needed to wait until the
gang’s return to Perth. Desiccated partial remains were
collected on the boulder outcrops at Twilight Cove of a bird
with straight bill and stripy wing feathers, proved difficult
to identify. Some outside assistance (thanks to Plaxy
Barrett) helped us to determine it as a Buff-banded Rail, an
uncommon record for the observatory.
As ever, there was some excitement caused by ‘non-birds’
during the week, in particular Western Pygmy Possums,
a thirsty Dugite in the birdbath and a very cooperative
Southwest Carpet Python.
There was fantastic camaraderie during the week. The
enthusiasm of course participants and the wonderful
hospitality of our caretakers Nick and Rachel Hill ensured
we had a marvellous week. We are grateful to BirdLife
Western Australia, for providing financial assistance in the
form of student grants that allowed several of the students
to attend. The course was also supported by funding from
the Western Australian Government’s State NRM Program,
supported by Royalties for Regions.
References
Davies, S. J. J. F. (2010). Long-term indices of density of ten
woodland passerines at Eyre Bird Observatory. Corella
34, 1–6.
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Behavioural key to the waders of Kanidal Beach, November
2017 (see also Davies and Douglas (2011) for a comparable
study from an earlier period).
1 a)
b)
2 a)
b)
3 a)
b)
4 a)
b)
5 a)
b)
6 a)
b)

Observed on reef/rocky shores

Sooty
Oystercatcher

Not observed on reef/rocky
shores

2

Observed with others of its own
species

3

Not observed with others of its
own species

6

Probes bill into sand

4

Does not probe

5

Oblivious, continuous feeding
Is not oblivious with continuous
feeding
Frequently bobs head
Does not frequently bob head

Red Knot
Australian Pied
Oystercatcher
Red-capped Plover
Red-necked Stint

Solitary

Pacific Golden
Plover

In mixed species group

Greater Sand
Plover

Crockford of the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds,
based in Sandy, U.K., which has worked to protect habitat of
migratory birds in China and elsewhere.
SOA’s 17 January statement said the agency will only
approve coastal wetland development that is important for
public welfare or national defence. Unauthorized projects
will be stopped, and illegal structures torn down. The
administration will nationalize already reclaimed wetlands
that have not yet been built on. (Despite the loss of tides,
these areas can still benefit wildlife.) “This represents a …
true ‘sea change’ in the official political attitudes to the very
large, and internationally shared, biodiversity values of the
shorelines of China,” says ecologist Theunis Piersma of the
University of Groningen in the Netherlands. “Man, is this
hopeful!”
China’s coastal wetlands—and in particular those in the
Yellow Sea, which is at the midpoint of the East Asian–
Australasian Flyway—are crucial for birds that migrate
between Siberia and Australia. But development has
robbed the birds of habitat and food, and some 10%
of the species that use the flyway are in peril of extinction.
Case in point is the critically endangered spoon-billed
sandpiper, which specializes in plucking tiny crustaceans
from the mud with its eponymous beak. Only about 220
breeding pairs survive.
Lax regulation

Davies, S., and Douglas, T. (2011). Field Techniques in
Bird Studies course, Eyre Bird Observatory, NovemberDecember 2010 - course report and summary of results.
Western Australian Bird Notes 138, 18–19.
Douglas, T., and Porter, J. (2015). Field techniques in bird
studies course. Eyre Bird Observatory, November 2014 report and summary of results. Western Australian Bird
Notes 153, 15–17.
Tegan Douglas and Kelly Rayne

Good news for waders
China moves to protect coastal wetlands used by
migratory birds
China has armoured its coastline over the past several
decades, building sea walls and turning more than half of
its marine wetlands into solid ground for development.
The impact on the almost 500 species of migratory birds
that rely on this habitat has been severe. But the tide is
turning in favour of wildlife, conservationists believe, as
the government is now moving to tighten regulations and
designate new reserves to protect coastal wildlife.
“The message has reached the central government,” says
Jing Li of Saving the Spoon-Billed Sandpiper, a non-profit
based in Shanghai, China.
In particular, China’s State Oceanic Administration (SOA)
earlier this month announced it will dramatically curb
commercial development of coastal wetlands. “I’ve
never heard of anything quite so monumental,” says Nicola
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 165 March 2018

Madcap economic development in coastal China led to
intense demand for new land. Although there are some
regulations to protect wetlands, local governments and
businesses often ignored or dodged them. The central
government began to give more because of environmental
protections in about 2012. For example, China’s equivalent
of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has cracked
down on some local government officials charged with
destruction of wetlands, says Zhijun Ma, a conservation
biologist at Fudan University in Shanghai.
In 2015, the central government created a “red line” to
protect 53 million hectares of wetlands, but a report from
the State Forestry Administration, which has jurisdiction over
much of the wetlands, warned that ongoing reclamation
has put those wetlands in danger. SOA has stepped
up action to prevent more destruction, issuing several
regulations in recent years. And in 2016, SOA created 16
marine parks, bringing the total area with various levels of
protection to about 124,000 square kilometers.
But the newest regulations are “a turning point” in SOA’s
attention to marine ecosystem protection, says Zhengwang
Zhang, an ornithologist at Beijing Normal University. By
deflecting development pressure, the new regulations
will make it easier to create new reserves and should add
momentum to efforts to expand a World Heritage Site
around key wetlands, Crockford says.
More work awaits
Piersma and other researchers in the Global Flyway Network
hope to continue research with satellite tracking of migratory
birds to show which habitats are most important and to
track progress in reserves. “We need to keep a close eye on
the developments of the population, and see whether the
recoveries actually will take place following political change.”
Ma says a more comprehensive evaluation on the status,
trends, and threats to coastal wetlands at national level is
still required.
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There’s political work to do, too. China still lacks national
wetland protection laws, Zhang says, as well as a national
action plan for coastal wetland protection. Penalties for
damaging wetlands need to be strengthened.
Li notes that the current regulation is focusing on stopping
reclamation but not directly on conserving biodiversity. It
will take “huge resources” to restore reclaimed wetlands that
have been invaded by spartina grass, which degrades the
habitat for migratory birds, she says.

This abrupt and welcome change in direction by the Chinese
authorities must, at least in part, be due to the huge
amounts of data which have been produced, especially
in recent years, to demonstrate the vital importance of
the Yellow Sea as a stopover habitat for the majority of
the migratory waders in our Flyway. The huge number of
people involved in generating this count, banding and other
observational data are enormously thanked for their efforts.
They are rewarded now by this unexpectedly successful
outcome.

Enforcement will be important. Li suspects there is still
opposition to the regulations from local governments that
depend on development for revenue. Ultimately, Crockford
says it will be important to win over locals by demonstrating
the benefits of tidal wetlands, including nature tourism and
flood protection

Erik Stokstad

Clive Minton reports
On the face of it, this is fantastic news for the remaining
waders in the East-Asian/Australasian Flyway. If it really
does occur as indicated, then the prime cause of the wader
population declines in our Flyway over the last 30 years will
no longer be causing further population declines. It has been
the vast losses in feeding areas for shorebirds during their
migratory stopovers in the Yellow Sea that has led to the
widespread (up to 80%) declines in wader populations.

Red-necked Avocet. Photo: WABN Digital Library (Sandra
Wallace)

Across the Nullarbor: news from
National Office
Tootgarook wetlands
protected

Waterbird surveys at Lake
Cullen

Tootgarook Swamp, on Victoria’s Mornington Peninsula, is
a hotspot for Australasian Bitterns, an Endangered species.
Staff from BirdLife Australia and volunteers from BirdLife
Mornington Peninsula have conducted hundreds of regular
surveys of the birds that occur at this coastal wetland since
2013 (building on earlier ad hoc surveys). The ecological
knowledge gained from this monitoring has proved
invaluable, as the site has been a target for developers,
who view the wetland as a prime location for a new housing
estate in this ever-expanding municipality.

The Murray Darling Basin dominates eastern Australia, and,
due to many different competing interests for its water, the
wetlands that characterise this vast river drainage system
have been under extreme pressure for decades. To remedy
this, at least in part, sections of the basin have been
provided with environmental water flows which mimic the
natural processes of flood followed by a gradual drying out.

When news emerged that the site was about to be placed
on the market, BirdLife Australia and the local Mornington
Peninsula branch, together with other local community
groups, were quickly on the job, encouraging the Mornington
Peninsula Shire Council to protect this regionally important
site. Fortunately, the council listened, and recently acquired
the parcel of land to safeguard the swamp, integrating it into
the larger, surrounding wetland system to be managed for
its conservation values.
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Lake Cullen, part of the Kerang Wetlands In northern
Victoria—a Ramsar site and Key Biodiversity Area—were
filled recently by such an environmental water flow, and
the water levels will now be allowed to draw down, with the
wetland expected to have dried out completely by 2019.
Staff and volunteers from BirdLife Australia are monitoring
the numbers and diversity of the waterbirds that occur at
Lake Cullen to evaluate the environmental effects of the
flow.
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Naming of birds
Woodswallows, Currawongs,
Butcherbirds and Magpies –
Artamidae
The name Artamidae is derived from Ancient Greek artamos,
meaning butcher. The family Artamidae used to contain
only the woodswallows, but in 1994 it was expanded to
include the family Cracticidae (currawongs, butcherbirds
and magpies). There seems to be some confusion about the
name Artamus. Early naturalists like Brisson (1760) and
Buffon (1770) thought that the woodswallows looked a little
bit like the shrikes (known in Africa as butcherbirds), hence
the name Artamus. Later ornithologists, though dubious,
seemed just to go along with the idea. Woodswallows eat
insects but do not catch small birds which is characteristic
of the other members of this family. Today there is dissent
about whether woodswallows should be a separate family or
not.
Grey Currawong – Strepera versicolor. Strepera comes
from Latin, obstrepo, to be annoying and disruptive. I can’t
help feeling that this is a little bit unfair to these fascinating
birds as they float lazily overhead calling boisterously.
Versicolor is Latin for ‘of various colours’; hardly apt as the
bird is fifty shades of grey with white highlights. Perhaps
Latham meant ‘of various grey colours’. ‘Annoying bird of
various colours’.
Black Butcherbird – Melloria quoyi. J.W. Mellor was a
foundation member of the Royal Australasian Ornithologists
Union. He died in 1931. J.R.C. Quoy was a surgeon who
travelled with de Freycinet on his explorations and later on
his own. ‘Mellor and Quoy’s bird’.
Australian Magpie – Gymnorhina tibicen. The genus
name comes from Greek gymnos, bare or naked, and rhinos,
nostrils, referring to the bare uncovered nostrils of the
magpie in contrast to the butcherbirds which have nostrils
covered with rictal bristles. Tibicen, from Latin is a piper or
flute player – very descriptive of the fluting carolling of the
magpies. ‘Fluting bare nostrilled bird’.

loud or noisy. The specific name describes the black throat
and upper chest, from Latin niger, and gula, throat. Another
name for this bird is Organ Bird from the mellow notes of the
call. ‘Black-throated noisy bird’.
Grey Butcherbird – Cracticus torquatus. The Latin word
torquis can mean a necklace, yoke or collar, and refers to the
white part-collar around the neck. Hence ‘collared noisy bird’.
Has also been called a grey shrike.
Masked Woodswallow – Artamus personatus.
Personatus is derived from Latin persona, theatrical mask,
and also possibly from Greek prosopon, theatrical character.
In the case of the Masked Woodswallow the name describes
the large face mask. ‘Masked butcher’.
Dusky Woodswallow – Artamus cyanopterus. This
specific name can be broken down into two – cyano- being
from Greek kuanos, deep blue, and -opterus also from
Greek, pteron, wing. ‘Deep blue-winged butcher’. The colour
is more grey-blue rather than deep blue.
Black-faced Woodswallow – Artamus cinereus.
Another grey woodswallow whose name aptly describes its
plumage. Cinereus is Latin for ashen, or like ashes, hence
‘ashy butcher’. Gould called this bird the Grey-breasted
Woodswallow, a name which separates it from all but one of
the other woodswallows.
Little Woodswallow – Artamus minor. Minor is a Latin
word meaning small, rather small or smaller – depending
on which dictionary you consult. The Little Woodswallow is
certainly the smallest woodswallow in Australia. This is the
name used by Gould in 1848 directly from the species name.
‘Small butcher’.
White-breasted Woodswallow – Artamus
leucorynchus. This name derives from Greek again, leukos,
white and rhunkos, bill. ‘Butcher with a white bill’. In fact,
the bill of this bird ranges in colour from whitish to pale grey.
It is the largest of our woodswallows with a weight of up to
46 g, as against an upper weight of about 21 g for the Little
Woodswallow.

Pied Butcherbird – Cracticus nigrogularis. The Greek
word for noisy is kratikos, which refers to the call which is

White-breasted Woodswallow, Port
Sampson. Photo: WABN Digital
Library (Pauline Arnold)

Grey Currawong, Hyden. Photo: WABN
Digital Library (Don Carlson)
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Grey Butcherbird, Whiteman Park.
Photo: (WABN Digital Library (Jennie
Stock)
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Australian Robins –
Petroicidae
Scarlet Robin – Petroica multicolor. Petroica means
rock-dweller, from Greek petros, rock and oikos, house or
dwelling place. Multicolor comes from Latin multis, many,
and color, coloured. This refers to the striking red, white and
black markings on this beautiful bird. Other early common
names abound, for example Crimson-breasted Warbler,
Robin Redbreast and Scarlet-breasted Robin amongst others.
‘Many-coloured rock-dweller’.
Red-capped Robin – Petroica goodenovii. Vigors and
Horsfield named this bird in honour of the most reverend and
most erudite Samuel Goodenough, bishop of Carlisle who
was a keen amateur naturalist. ‘Goodenough’s rock-dweller’.
Lemon-bellied Flycatcher – Microeca flavigaster. The
genus name microeca comes from Greek mikros, small, and
eoika, to be similar to. Gould, in naming the bird in 1841,
said it was similar to, but much less in size than Muscicapa
macroptera, a name given by Vigors and Horsfield.
Flavigaster comes from Latin flavus, yellowish, and gaster,
belly. Other names include Yellow-breasted Flycatcher and
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher. ‘Yellow-bellied similar small bird’.

Astrolabe with J. D. d’Urville. He had interests in zoology,
art and anatomy, and was the first to describe the Whitebreasted Robin. The specific name refers to the type locality
where this robin was collected, namely King George Sound.
‘Quoy’s bird from King George Sound’.
Hooded Robin – Melanodryas cucculata. The genus
name refers to the black head and back, from Greek melas,
black, and dryad, a tree-nymph which describes the bird’s
habits and habitat. The specific name comes from Latin
cucculatus, meaning hooded. ‘Black hooded tree-nymph’.
Mangrove Robin – Peneothello pulverulenta. The
genus name comes from Latin pene, almost, and Othello, a
character in one of Shakespeare’s plays. Othello was a Moor,
that is, he came from North Africa. Perhaps the name refers
to the dark slaty grey back of the Mangrove Robin, similar
to the dark skin of Othello the Moor. The specific name is
from Latin, pulverulenta, covered in dust, powder or ashes.
The dark grey back, and the slightly grey underneath have
an ashy grey colour. Other names include White-tailed Robin
and Ashy Robin. ‘Dark ashy bird like Othello’.
Monticola

Jacky Winter – Microeca fascinans. The specific name
fascinans comes from Latin fascino, to bewitch or fascinate.
Latham used the common name ‘lesser fascinating bird.’ He
applied a similar name to the Restless Flycatcher, namely
‘fascinating thrush’, observing that “it hovers, frequently
in company with the Jacky Winter, about two feet from
the ground, making sudden darts on something, which, by
attention, was found to be a worm, which this bird, by a
chirping note, and tremulous motion of the wings, and with
the tail widely expanded, seemed to fascinate or entice out
of its hole.” The common name Jacky Winter seems to have
arisen from the fact that it is a resident species which sings
all through the winter when other species are silent. The
common call is a repetitive ‘Peter Peter’ which is also one of
its common names. ‘Bewitching similar small bird’.
Southern Scrub-robin – Drymodes brunneopygia. Gould
explains that he gave the genus this name as the bird is “a
lover of woodland places”, these being “the great Murray
scrub”. From Greek drumodes, meaning woody. The very
descriptive specific name refers to the brown rump, from
Latin brunneus, brown, and pyga, rump. ‘Brown-rumped
lover of woodland places’. Also called Mallee Scrub-robin
for the habitat, and Pale Scrub-robin for the paler western
subspecies.

Hooded Robin. Photo:
WABN Digital Library
(Andrew Hobbs)

Lemon-bellied Flycatcher.
Photo: BWA Digital Library
(Frank O’Connor)

White-browed Robin – Poecilodryas superciliosa.
Poecilodryas has Greek roots – poikilos meaning pied or
dappled, while dryad is a tree-nymph. The specific name
refers to Latin supercilium, or eyebrow. This feature is very
noticeable. Another name is White-eyebrowed Robin. ‘Eyebrowed dappled tree nymph’.
Western Yellow Robin – Eopsaltria griseogularis. The
English translation of the genus name conjures up a vision
of a melodious dawn harpist, eos being Greek for the dawn,
and psaltria meaning a female harpist. Griseogularis is
derived from Latin griseus, grey and gula, throat. ‘Greythroated dawn harpist’.
White-breasted Robin – Quoyornis georgianus. Jean
Rene Constant Quoy was a naval surgeon who served
with Louis de Freycinet aboard the Uranie, and aboard the
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Buff-sided Robin.
Photo: WABN Digital
Library (Dusty Millar)
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Cattle Egret breeding in
Mandurah
The Cattle Egret, Bubulcus ibis, is still relatively uncommon
in the south-west of Western Australia. There are some sites
where they are observed on a more frequent basis, with
core locations centred around Bunbury, Albany and Harvey.
It is possible that the Bunbury and Harvey populations are
one and the same. Sightings of Cattle Egrets in breeding
plumage have occasionally been reported, although the
localities of their breeding sites have remained elusive.
Bruce Buchanan (2015) reported that Cattle Egrets are
uncommon about Bunbury, generally in small numbers, but
may be seen in cattle pastures a little north of Bunbury. Don
Carlson mentioned he had seen Cattle Egrets over many
years in Bunbury but had not located a nesting colony. At
most there are usually only 15-20 birds seen at once in
paddocks with cattle.
The total population in the south-west is probably still
less than 100 birds. The highest number seen so far has
been in February 2017 when Greg Harewood reported 5060 from near Harvey (http://birdswa.com.au/Sightings/
sightings_162.htm).
The Handbook of Australian,
New Zealand and Antarctic Birds
(HANZAB) suggested that Cattle
Egrets reaching south-west
Western Australia arrive in April
and depart in September-October
and probably originate from the
Northern Territory. However, it also
stated that movements in Western
Australia are not well understood
(Marchant and Higgins 1993).
A current assessment leads me to
believe that the population in the
south-west is a permanent one as
observations and high counts have
been made during all months of
the year and there is no obvious
migratory trend noticeable. At
present the population seems to
be very slowly expanding.

During visits on 17 and 28 November 2017 I identified six
breeding pairs of Cattle Egrets at this location. Their orangerufous plumage helps in identifying the nesting sites.
The colony, located on an island and easily overlooked, is
tucked away in the dense upper foliage of a large paperbark
tree. A Little Egret colony of 20-22 pairs is located in an
adjacent tree with a few Little Egret nests located in the
same paperbark tree.
There is a record of a Cattle Egret in full breeding plumage
at the same location from 11 December 2016 (Ray Turnbull
pers. comm.) indicating that the species might have bred
here before.
It would be interesting to know where these birds go to
forage. The nearest suitable feeding area (cattle pasture)
would seem to be on the other side of the Peel Inlet or
between Ravenswood and Pinjarra.
Marcus Singor
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Correction—
egrets breeding
near Carnarvon
On reading the latest issue of WA
Bird Notes (WABN 164), on the
rear cover I saw a photo of two
Great Egrets, one of which was
in breeding colours. The photo
was taken by John McMullan
during the October Carnarvon
campout. In the associated text
it was suggested ‘the species has
only previously been recorded
breeding once in the Carnarvon
region, during the first RAOU Atlas
project’.

In addition, since HANZAB
was published, breeding has
been established in south-west
Cattle Egret in full breeding plumage at Erskine
showing courtship colours: red beak, red eye. Photo
WA. In the early 2000s Steve
by Marcus Singor (see also p12)
Elson and Laurie Boyle found a
This is incorrect. I have looked
nesting colony near the Bunbury
back on my records and find that
Golf course in a dry paperbark
I have noted this species breeding with both Little Egret and
swamp. The colony consisted of Great Egrets, Little Egrets,
Little Pied Cormorant in mangroves at least as far back as
Nankeen Night-Herons and two pairs of Cattle Egrets. This
2005. There was a time when I visited this rookery fairly
swamp is now known as Morangarel Nature Reserve, but
regularly to ascertain breeding numbers and other breeding
previously it was referred to as Australind Egret Swamp.
information, including for the Nest Record Scheme. I found
Urban development impacted on the reserve and it no longer
there was considerable egg loss from egret nests, presumed
sustains a viable waterbird population (Buchanan 2015;
mostly due to winds affecting eggs on a flat platform of
pers. comm. 16 Nov 2017).
sticks. Later in the season I found that any larger juvenile
birds were prone to leave the nests and climb the mangrove
Recently I discovered a small breeding colony of Cattle
branches due to my presence. Once, I had one fall and had
Egrets in Erskine, a southern suburb of Mandurah. The
to catch the bird to replace it in its nest tree, so from that
presence of a pair of Cattle Egret in full breeding plumage on
point onward I only ever visited during the early part of
30 October 2017 raised my suspicion that they might intend
breeding season. Over time I ceased to visit this rookery,
to breed.
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which is somewhat difficult to get to and most easily
visited by kayak. However, as is abundantly evident it is in
continuous use with the number of birds that arrive in winter
months and birds flying to and from the general area.
Later in the season there are often large aggregations of
egrets further south toward Bush Bay. Again, I presume
these to be the breeding adults along with the recruited crop
of young birds, fattening up before making their way further
southward. Although it is not known, I make the assumption
that the rookery I know of is the same as the one referred to
in the original Atlas. It was probably in existence before that
time and has continued to this day.
Les George

June 2017
The winter rains were late this year and the lake bed was
overgrown and dry when visited on 9 June. A small number
of White-faced Herons were foraging. There were no Black
Swans present but old nesting mounds were visible around
the lake.

July 2017
A visit on 25 July 2017 showed that the south-west section
of Lake McLarty contained shallow pools of water, up to 15
cm deep. This is the lowest part of the lake bed and large
sections were still not inundated. There were 54 Black Swans
present and some nest building was taking place. A Whitebellied Sea-Eagle was observed standing in the water with
two Australian Shelducks nearby.

Black Swans at Lake McLarty
August 2017

Lake McLarty is an ephemeral lake located on
the eastern side of the Harvey Estuary. It has
long been considered to be very important for
waterbirds (e.g. Burbidge and Craig 1996).

On 6 August water levels were still low and
about a quarter of the lake bed was covered
up to one foot deep. The northern section was
largely dry and samphire covered. There were
102 Black Swans present. Pairs had staked out
nesting mounds from the previous season. Six
pairs were already sitting on nests. There was
heavy rainfall over the first half of August.

The lake has for many years had a small
breeding colony of Black Swans (Cygnus
atratus). Breeding records go back as far
as 1984 (data from RAOU Waterbird Usage
Survey 1981-88; Jaensch et al. 1988) and
possibly earlier.

On 21 August 109 Black Swans were present
with ten pairs sitting on nests and five pairs
building nests, a total of 15 active pairs. Water
levels had risen considerably and the high water
had flooded a lot of the existing lower mounds.

The Black Swan breeding season at Lake
McLarty is quite extended with breeding
starting as early as mid-July and continuing
into the following six months. This would be
conditional on the availability of suitable water
levels.

September 2017

My records have the first cygnets from midSeptember onwards with some Black Swans
observed with unfledged young as late as
February. Lake McLarty has supported large
numbers of Black Swans outside the breeding
season depending on water levels, particularly
in the summer months January, February and
March when counts have exceeded a thousand
Black Swans. The last high counts were made
on 27 February 2006 (1078) and 21 January
2009 (1000).
Regular visits to Lake McLarty provided
information on the breeding cycle of Black
Swans at the lake during 2017. On 12 January
2017, I counted 31 old breeding mounds
scattered around the lake. These may have
included mounds from several breeding
seasons. Around the old nest mounds there
was a circle several metres wide completely
bare of growth, which showed where the
building material for the nest was obtained.
During the breeding season this area functions
as a deep water trench around the nest and
might assist in keeping predators at bay when
water levels start dropping. The average
incubation period for Black Swans is 40.5 days
(Marchant and Higgins 1993).
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Water levels at the lake had dropped slightly.
The lake was still shallow in many places, in
particular the northern and south-eastern
sections where the water depth was about 20
cm. Water was continuing to flow into the lake
through the southern creek but at a slower
pace.

Figure 1. Black Swan nest
in open water at Lake
McLarty.
Figure 2. Black Swan nest
in field of Typha at Lake
McLarty.
Figure 3. Black Swan nest
among sedges at Lake
McLarty. All photos by
Marcus Singor

On 27 September there were 138 adult Black
Swans present. There were 15 pairs sitting on
nests although this number of breeding pairs
may have been higher as there were some
swans nesting in the Typha fringes. There were
six pairs with cygnets out on the lake. Two pairs
had six cygnets and the other pairs had two
to four cygnets. Most cygnets were recently
hatched and the oldest about a week old. At
this time there were 21 pairs breeding or with
cygnets at Lake McLarty.

October 2017
There were 157 adult Black Swan present on 10
October, ten pairs with cygnets and eight still
sitting on nests. The largest group of cygnets
was six and the smallest, two. Most pairs had
three cygnets. The nest locations were mapped,
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showing that most were scattered around the lake. A small
concentration of seven nests was located in the south-east
corner among the sedges. The inflow from the southern
creek was down to a trickle.

January 2018

Some of the old nesting mounds had been taken over as
resting spots by Australian Shelduck and their fast growing
broods. An adult White-bellied Sea-Eagle was seen swooping
low over a Black Swan sitting on the nest.

The northern half of the lake had some surface pools and
channels running through the samphire/grass cover but
most water had gone. The surface water was mainly in the
southern half and only about 20 cm deep.

By 30 October water levels had receded and 22 pairs had a
total of 86 cygnets in tow. There were 142 adult Black Swans
present. Only one swan was still sitting on a nest in the
northern end.

Some swans were swimming up the channels. About 17%
of the swans were in the northern half (mainly sitting and
standing) and 83% in the southern half of the lake. A large
number were juveniles in transitional plumage. A fox was
sitting in the samphire in the middle of the northern half of
the lake, scanning the surroundings.

Lower water levels allowed better access around the lake and
some nest sites were checked out more closely. A check of
the Typha patch opposite the tank showed there were eight
used nests hidden amongst the Typha rushes, many more
than expected. A few nests contained an unhatched egg or
some egg shells. A fox, which I suspect was checking out the
old nests for eggs, was flushed nearby and jumped through
the water.

November 2017
On 17 November there were 460 adult Black Swans present,
a large increase in numbers compared to the last survey.
Water levels had continued to recede slowly. Most of the
cygnets had changed from white down to a darker brown
down. One swan was sitting on a nest at the northern end.
On the south-eastern side two pairs of swans and their half
grown cygnets were resting around old nesting mounds. A
count of the number of cygnets showed their survival rate
was good (20 pairs with 68 cygnets).
On 28 November there were 307 adult Black Swans and 84
juveniles present. The cygnets varied from half to nearly
fully grown and a few had transitioned to first year adult
plumage. Water had receded and quite a large outer rim of
the lake was exposed. The mortality rate of the juveniles
seemed to have been very low during the breeding season.
The main threat remained the early drying out of the lake.
The biggest concentration of swans was in the southern half
of the lake.

December 2017

On 6 January the number of Black Swans present at Lake
McLarty had reduced to 245 adults and juveniles combined.

Four Whistling Kites were flying overhead. It seemed the
predators were gathering.
There were 15 Black Swans present on 15 January and that
number consisted of three pairs with fully grown juveniles.
There was a pair of adults with five juveniles and a pair of
adults with three juveniles in the southern section of the lake
and a solitary adult with two juveniles in the far northern
section of the lake. It seemed the parent birds intended to
remain with the juveniles to the very last.
There were some shallow pools in the southern part of the
lake. The remainder of the lake looked like a sea of green
samphire and grasses though some parts still had a few
centimetres of surface water covering the ground. The rains
from tropical cyclone Joyce were due on 15 January and
were expected to provide sufficient respite for the last Black
Swans to depart. Without rain, the prognosis was that the
lake would be dry by the last week in January. There were
many Whistling Kites and Swamp Harriers feeding on the
remains of waterbirds. There was a noticeable percentage
of juvenile raptors present. The food sources provided by
drying out wetlands might play an important role in the
survival rates of young raptors.

Discussion
Lake McLarty seems to have a breeding population of around
20 pairs of Black Swans. In 2017, I estimated that around
23 pairs bred at Lake McLarty. There is some historical data
consistent with this number. In October 2009, I counted
169 birds, including 11 pairs with 1-4 cygnets and 12 pairs
still sitting on nests. In October 2007 I counted 316 birds
including six pairs sitting on nests and 11 pairs with cygnets.

There was quite a large number of swans present on Lake
McLarty when checked on 18 December. Including adult and
juvenile birds, a total of 774 Black Swans were counted. I
suspect that some had sought shelter on Lake McLarty from
the stormy weather that ravaged the Peel-Harvey Estuary
the previous day. Most juveniles had reached near adult
plumage. They were distinguished by plumage characteristics
for first year birds: a dull dark brown plumage, feathers with
wide buff edges, paler bill and lighter coloured neck. As they
mature their plumage becomes darker.

At Lake McLarty Black Swans make their nests in three
different types of habitat. Some nests are in the Typha fields,
some out in the open water and some in sways of sedges
(see photographs which were taken after the end of the
breeding season).

There was one pair of swans with three young cygnets that
were only a fortnight old. This must have been from a late
clutch.

The number of swans present at Lake McLarty does not
match the number of breeding pairs. The proportion of
breeding birds in comparison with the total number present
was 15% in August and September and 11% in October.

A broad damp expanse surrounded the lake. Though water
levels had dropped, the lake still contained sufficient water
to allow the majority of juveniles to take off and depart the
lake successfully.
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Individual counts were made at each visit to the lake in
order to obtain a count that was as accurate as possible.
Adults and cygnets were counted separately. It is likely some
Black Swans and cygnets were missed.

Black Swan requires 40-50 metres to become airborne as
they take off with feet running across the water surface
(Marchant and Higgins 1993). Lake McLarty dries out quickly
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in the latter stages and some late-hatched, unfledged
swans become stranded, are unable to leave the lake, and
succumb. Whistling Kites have been seen feeding on these
birds.

OSPREY BREEDING RESULTS
2017/2018, PERTH METROPOLITAN
AREA

This year the Friends of Lake McLarty (https://
lakemclartyreserve.wordpress.com/) in conjunction with the
Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions
implemented some hydrological work in order to prevent
acid sulphate soils drying out. The small seasonal creek
at the southern end of the lake was blocked and the flow
diverted into the lake. This work was carried out in June/July
2017. Previously the creek flowed into the Harvey Estuary.
The purpose of this work is to maintain water levels at Lake
McLarty for longer into the summer months.

The Osprey population around Perth was surveyed again
this season 2017/2018, commencing in July 2017 when
Ospreys started to occupy their nest sites and commenced
nest building and restoration work. This season started out
to be promising with eight active nest sites. As the season
progressed the number of active nests reduced to five. Site
details are listed hereunder.
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More on honey-buzzards
Further to Marcus Singor’s article ‘Oriental Honey-buzzard,
a summer visitor to South-west WA’ in Western Australian
Bird Notes (164, 22-23), this is not the only honeybuzzard species to show an apparent increased movement
southwards on migration. The European Honey-buzzard
Pernis apivorus, which breeds across the Holarctic region
and down to Indonesia seems to show a similar pattern in its
movements south to South Africa in the austral summer. It
is a scarce non-breeding Palaearctic visitor to the north and
east of South Africa from November to April.
A brief note in the May 2017 issue of the Wits Review (37)
(alumni magazine of the University of the Witwatersrand in
Johannesburg) poses the question “Why are more sightings
of European Honey-Buzzards being reported in South
Africa?” Caroline Howes, a PhD student, is using satellite
trackers to understand where the birds are at any one
time. She will be analysing South African Bird Atlas Data
to understand the relationship between increased birder
awareness and actual abundance of the species, and she will
use stable isotope analyses of feathers to understand the
European origins of the bird.
Can increased birder awareness of the Oriental Honeybuzzard Pernis ptilorhynchus orientalis also be a factor here
in Australia?
Libby McGill
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Canning Bridge, Mt Pleasant
Canning Bridge was a successful breeding site in the
previous season (Singor 2017). Ospreys were present on
the nest, in the top of a Norfolk Island Pine tree, from early
August 2017. Nest building was observed in September. One
Osprey was even seen bringing a two metre long branch to
the nest. The nest was occupied during October, November
and December. Fish were brought to the nest from 22
November. A young chick, about two weeks old, was seen
on 1 December and by 11 December had grown to half adult
size with some feathered plumage. The juvenile had grown
to nearly adult size by 21 December.
The Osprey didn’t seem to mind that there were two building
cranes in operation nearby.

Point Walter, Bicton
In July and August an Osprey was observed sitting on the
nest. The Osprey pair that was resident at Point Walter,
Bicton, vacated the site in early September 2017. No
Ospreys were seen from mid-September to mid-October and
the nest was assumed abandoned. A visit in late November
found that extensive nest building had taken place and an
Osprey pair was once more present on the nest. This nest
site was right on the top of a Norfolk Island Pine. Visits made
on 21 and 28 December showed an abandoned nest site. A
large section of the nest was gone, possibly due to the storm
that hit Perth on 17 December.

Peppermint Grove, McNeil St
A large Norfolk Island Pine tree, that contains an Osprey
nest, is located in the front garden of a property on the
corner of Bindaring Parade and McNeil Street. The nest is
hard to monitor as it is very high in the tree with no vantage
points. Ospreys were seen in September and early October
on nearby branches. The site was vacant late October,
November and December. This nest site was not active.

Bodkin Park, Waterford
Behaviour observed in August and September looked
promising. Nest material was re-arranged and an Osprey
was sitting on the nest in a dead Paperbark tree, but in
early October discontinued using the site. This site had been
successful the previous season.

Mount Henry, Salter Point
One or two Ospreys were present at Salter Point during the
months September, October, November and December. This
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pair seemed to start their breeding later in the season. The
nest was on an artificial platform. On 21 December an adult
Osprey was shading a half grown juvenile with another adult
in a nearby tree.

Old Swan Brewery, Kings Park
The Ospreys were in attendance from early August, one
Osprey on the nest and the other often standing in the crown
of a nearby Norfolk Island Pine. The first chick was sighted
early on 9 November. In late November two chicks were
sighted and by 5 December they had grown into two large
feathered young. Two fully grown juveniles were still at nest
site on 28 December.

Ascot Waters, Ascot
The Ascot transmission tower has two Osprey nests, one
in the top and one half way up. During September and
October Ospreys were seen at both nest sites, but the sites
were vacant when checked in November and December. No
breeding activity could be seen and I suspect these nests
were used for roosting or feeding platforms.

Ron Courtney Island, Ascot
Ron Courtney Island is located in the upper reaches of the
Swan River. Two Ospreys were present at the nest site in
August and September, but the site was abandoned from late
November onwards.
During a check in late December, two adult Ospreys were
standing on the nest. There was no sign of breeding activity.

Lake Joondalup
The Lake Joondalup nest site, on the west side of the lake,
600 metres south of the jetty at Neil Hawkins Park in an old
Paperbark, was visited regularly through early September.
Ospreys were seen feeding on fish. It seemed to be used as
a feeding platform and possible roost but they were absent

in the second half of September and October. No breeding
activity was observed.

Whitfords Nodes, Hillarys
This is a reliable nesting site in a mobile phone tower.
Ospreys were present during September and October. In
early November the first chick was sighted. On 6 December
one fully grown juvenile was observed in the nest being fed
by two adults.

Shoalwater Bay, Gull Rock
An Osprey nest is located on an offshore island in the
Shoalwater Bay at Rockingham. The birds were present at
the nest in October. On 2 December one fully grown juvenile
was observed in the nest with two adult Ospreys present.

Cottesloe, Deane St/Marine Pd
There are two large Norfolk Island Pine trees on the corner
of Deane Street and Marine Parade. The tree closest to
the corner has some rudimentary nest material in the top.
There were some twigs and seaweed in place. Ospreys
were seen at the site though no breeding was established.
Sightings were made in November but the nest was vacant
in December.

Alfred Cove/Pelican Point
The two artificial breeding platforms at these locations were
not used.

Discussion
Five pairs of Ospreys successfully bred in the larger Perth
Metropolitan area in 2017/2018 season; these were at
Canning Bridge (1 juvenile), Mount Henry (1 juvenile)
and the old Swan Brewery site (2 juveniles). There was
an Osprey nesting site on Gull Rock in Shoalwater Bay,
Rockingham (1 juvenile). In addition, one other successful
nesting site was located at Hillarys (1 juvenile) along the
metropolitan coastline. Juvenile Ospreys can be identified by
dark striping on the crown and a large chest band (see photo
p2).
The City of Belmont and the Town of Bassendean are
considering building a bridge across to Ron Courtney Island,
a known Osprey breeding site. This forms part of their future
vision, connecting communities, which might disturb this
nesting site.
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LAKE PRESTON WATERBIRDS
Teeming Black Swans and native waterfowl species
aggregate during early summer onwards at the
southernmost part of what is the least saline part of Lake
Preston.
It is generally unknown that the respective water levels
of three distinct bodies of water that make up saline Lake
Preston (south of the vehicular causeway to Preston beach)
differ by up to 600 mm.
This curious phenomenon results in the extensive south spit
during the dry months separating the most southern body of
water from the middle body which in turn is separated from
the northern body by the main spit. However, during times of
sufficient precipitation, the water in the lake runs northwards
along natural spillways at the easterly side of the lake.
At the time of writing, the lake level
was steadily dropping, exposing
a pair of large, flat islands, at an
observation site dubbed ‘Rocky
Islets’, repeatedly used by roosting
Australian Shelducks, Silver Gulls,
occasionally stilts in rafts, a few
Caspian and Crested Terns, and
many small migratory waders by
mid-summer. Presently, a pair of
Hooded Plover has been frequenting
the northern island where breeding
has occurred in former seasons.

Norfolk Island Notes
On my recent holiday to Norfolk Island I decided to immerse
myself in birds. The first thing I packed was my binoculars
along with a list of Norfolk Island birds I had downloaded
from the web. I was very keen to enjoy as many birds as
possible.
Through the visitor centre, I organised a half-day bird
tour with Margaret Christian. I was taken on an amazing
journey to the national park, botanic gardens, various
clifftop locations and even the airport. The diversity of birds
I could see on the island was exciting. Our morning ended
at Margaret’s home—a 12 acre block where Masked Boobies,
Black-winged Petrels and Wedge-tailed Shearwaters were
all nesting happily in her garden. Overlooking the cliffs of
Duncombe Bay adjacent to her home I encountered Redtailed Tropicbirds, Sooty Terns and
Black Noddies soaring around the
bay.
Margaret had definitely aroused
my interest and based on her local
knowledge I could further explore
the wetlands, forest, farm and
coastal areas of the island.

The following day I visited Phillip
Island, 6 km from Norfolk. Named
after Governor Arthur Phillip, the
island rises to 286 metres. It has
a barren appearance due to the
During my 2354 field trips to west
fact that rabbits, goats and pigs
Lake Preston since 2000, I have
ate their way across the island
become accustomed to finding
for 200 years. Now part of the
Australian Shelducks at each body
national park, revegetation is well
of water, although Musk Ducks
underway. The exposed volcanic
commonly favour only the middle
tuff is soft and very erodible;
and northern bodies of the lake.
however, with intense management
Until 8 January 2018, I had not
programs 14 species of bird now
discovered any other native duck
breed on the island. The birds
species anywhere at the lake,
Masked Booby with young, Norfolk Island. Photo by
can be viewed at very close
but for a recent sighting I almost
Amanda Rayner (see also p2)
proximity and appear undisturbed
missed out because of over-reliance
by the presence of humans. On
on past experience.
the top of Phillip Island, a small
population of 100 Providence Petrels breed. These birds
At 1750 hrs, on the same day I decided to make a second
were eaten to local extinction, 170 000 of them, when the
visit to the lake, to the nearby southern body, simply to
human population grew immensely after the HMS Sirius was
check on a pair of adult Hooded Plovers. I again found
wrecked at Kingston in 1790. After six years the birds finally
the pair present. I had already noted the five White-faced
did not return to nest on Norfolk Island and it wasn’t until
Herons wading at the southern curve of the pocket, and
1985 that a small colony was discovered on Phillip Island.
almost took for granted the distant line of roosting Black
Swans, also the teeming mass of waterfowl at and well
From my accommodation, my first daily sighting was always
beyond the waterline.
the Purple Swamphen arriving early to feed on a banana
I became aware of the ‘jizz’ of two largish ducks swimming
plant. Next was the endemic subspecies of the Sacred
among several Pacific Black Ducks, just before the unusual
Kingfisher, one of Norfolk Island’s most ubiquitous species.
birds turned face on, showing the larger, light patches of
Invariably seen on most roads sitting on powerlines and
their breast also indicating something out of the ordinary-fence posts, I became very familiar with its call. My list of
their crown markings created the illusion of eyes set high in
birds grew as I explored all the walks in the national park
the head. The bill shape confirmed it to me—two Pink-eared
and surrounds. The second last day before I left I finally
Ducks, the first I had seen at Lake Preston over twenty years saw the endemic Norfolk Island Green Parrot. Margaret had
of regular monitoring of up to 24 km of the west bank.
alerted me to listen for them as they fed on their favourite
palm with the notable sound of the casing dropping to the
The episode brought sharply home to me the realisation that
ground. Out of the blue, a Green Parrot flew straight down
I should always expect the unexpected, not to take anything
the pathway at the botanic gardens and there it sat on a
for granted at saline Lake Preston.
branch close to where I stood. I was elated to see this once
Tony France gravely endangered bird. With estimates of fewer than 15
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pairs in the early 1980s it is now estimated that well over
250 birds are present on the island.
Norfolk Island has an amazing history and so too has the
roll of birds from three British settlements. It has been
a rollercoaster ride; however, the future outlook for the
healthy survival of the birdlife seems in good hands.
Amanda Rayner

A Quick Twitch for Greyheaded Lapwing
We had heard about the Grey-headed Lapwing at Halls Creek
and as we were flying to Broome in three weeks for the
Ashmore Reef trip, we hoped it would stay. Fortunately, we
had a spare day prior to boarding for Ashmore so we took
full advantage of it by twitching the Grey-headed Lapwing
(see photo on front page).
On 03 November 2017 we landed in Broome at 9:45 am. Sue
immediately went to pick up our hire car whilst I collected
our bags and we left the airport at 10:15 am. Apart for two
hourly changes of driver and a fuel stop at Fitzroy Crossing
we finally arrived at Halls Creek just before 5.00 pm having
travelled almost 700 km. The Grey-headed Lapwing (rare
vagrant to Australia and not seen in WA before) was first
seen by Mark Cavill at the Halls Creek sewerage ponds on 11
October 2017, but would it still be there now?
Directions for the sewerage ponds were rather vague — “just
down there along the old road a bit, you can’t miss it.” We
turned south along the Old Halls Creek road which soon
became gravel and by then the huge red sun had almost
set but still no sign of water treatment ponds or any other
likely facility. Finally, we saw a parked car and several ladies
seemed surprised to be asked for directions but pointed
saying, “off the unmade track and behind that hill.” Thanking
them we did explain we were birdwatchers and looking
for an unusual bird. We finally found a rough, completely
unmarked track with dry grass on both sides which seemed
to haemorrhage Brown Quail, dozens of them and each one
completely lacking any road sense. We crawled very slowly
along towards the hill. At last, “the unmarked poo ponds”
appeared behind a high cyclone fence topped with three
rows of ferocious barbed wire, but a perfectly flat vehicle
track along three sides of the perimeter. It was too dark now
to see birds so we headed back to town, our pre-booked
accommodation and food, aiming to return before sunrise
tomorrow.
Next morning, we returned to the Halls Creek Sewerage
Ponds at 5:04 am. There were a few ducks on the water
near the northern end and a Royal Spoonbill preening,
some Pied Stilts and numbers of Grey Teal. Two Red-kneed
Dotterels and Masked Lapwings were seen on the far bank
and between them a darker bird. It was the Grey-headed
Lapwing. At last, success and a lifer for Sue.
Using the car as a hide, we had excellent views of the bird.
In fact, at one stage it seemed to run towards us, before
stopping for a quick peck then just stood looking but was not
actively feeding.
This large, striking shorebird had a rounded grey head, neck
and upper breast, bright yellow bill with a marked black tip,
long bright yellow legs and red iris.
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The grey breast merged into a black breast band which
contrasted with white belly. The back was uniformly
brownish-grey, and primaries were black. The tail was white
with a black tip. We did not see the bird raise its wings, fly or
hear it call.
The Grey-headed Lapwing (Vanellus cinereus) breeds in NE
China, adjacent Russia and Japan, perhaps even central
and inner E Mongolia. Some birds are sedentary but most
non-breeding birds migrate south avoiding the snow, to
Nepal, NE India, Bangladesh, S China or S Japan. Hayman
et al. (1995) say the “whole mainland population departs
southward to spend September – April in NE Oriental region,
west to Calcutta and Katmandu. South to Andaman Is,
Malaysia, Philippines, Borneo and Sulawesi.” Robson (2011)
says “vagrant to Singapore, and a scarce to common winter
visitor to Thailand”, where I (Xenia) photographed one in the
King’s Gardens, Bangkok In January 2011.
Grey-headed Lapwing is “one of the most unexpected
vagrants to turn up in Australia” (Menkhorst et al., 2017).
The first Australian sighting, accepted by BARC as a
vagrant, was first seen by Karen and Brett Davis in June
2006 at Burren Grounds, NSW, twitched by many until 22
October 2006 when Tania Ireton, Kathy Costello and I saw
and photographed the bird which had by then developed a
sizeable growth on the sole of its foot. The Halls Creek bird is
the fifth Australian sighting and first for WA.

Lapwings belong to the subfamily Vanellinae, a cosmopolitan
tribe of ~25 species of large, broad winged, noisy plovers
with striking wing patterns. Many species (including Banded
and Masked) have an unusual thorn shaped spur on the bend
of their wing, apparently used in threat and combat. Genetic
studies show the Red-kneed Dotterel is also a lapwing,
although an extraordinarily small one (Menkhorst et al.,
2017). Other characteristics of this subfamily include having
a fourth digit/toe and most have a loral wattle or lappet.
Also feeding in the muddy surrounds at the edge of the
water were small numbers of trans-equatorial waders such
as Sharp-tailed, Common, Wood and Marsh Sandpiper,
along with Red-kneed and Black-fronted Dotterel. In the
water were small numbers of Pacific Black Ducks, Pink-eared
Ducks, Hardhead, Eurasian Coots, Australasian Grebes and
Red-necked Avocets.
Birds occasionally flew in to drink, including Cockatiel and a
small flock (just over 100) of Budgerigars. Other highlights
included Spinifex Pigeons, initially a single bird then more
and more emerged from the surrounding dry grasses and
walked along the track (17 in one picture) to a particular
access spot underneath the fence leading to the water.
Flocks of Pictorella Mannikins, Double-barred, Long-tailed
and Zebra Finches, all with immature birds, added extra
enjoyment. Overall in just over two hours we saw 59 species
of birds on and around the immediate “poo ponds”.
Now we only had to collect our gear, have breakfast and
repeat yesterday’s drive. We arrived back in Broome
after 1380 km at 3:45 pm. Then we shifted focus for our
departure tomorrow morning with George Swann’s Kimberley
Birdwatching Tour to Ashmore Reef and Browse Island, and
another new adventure.
References
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Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo.
Photo: WABN Digital Library
(Barry Heinrich)

Crossword No. 34
CLUES

by Pam Agar

Across
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8
9

10

11

12

14

13

15

16

17

18

19

2. Needed for a twitchathon.
5. Good conditions for birdwatching.
8. Nest site of Little Terns.
9. This support may save beach-nesters.
11. Provider of funds.
12.	To hatch.
13. May help jog your memory later.
14. If nesting materials are scarce, some birds may
do this.
16. Volunteers may be called at this stage of
project.
17. Lots of calls at once may suggest this.
19. Professional life.
21. Often the first indication of a bird’s presence.
22. Period of time.
24. A consideration if you intend banding?
25. Manner of searching early in the day.
26. Literally ‘big foot’.

20
21

22
24

25
26

See page 53?? for Answers
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Down
1.
3.
4.
6.
7.
9.
10.
12.
15.
18.
20.
23.
24.

This search may be less thorough.
Imitation.
Vital for most projects.
No matter which.
Cause of wasting disease in young ringnecks.
Waders …….. prior to migration.
Area controlled by a breeding pair.
One area checked for Hooded Plovers.
Forward edge of the wing in flight.
Not good viewing weather.
An eagle’s nest.
Sudden incursion to steal nest materials, chicks.
Some think a characteristic of ravens.
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Notices
Great Western Woodlands survey program
Monday April 23 – 29 Anzac
Day campout to Cave Hill and
Jilbadji – proposed Great Western
Woodlands survey
These two areas are situated about 80 km south
of Great Eastern Highway between Yellowdine
and Coolgardie. We are looking for birders who
are comfortable identifying the birds of the
GWW by sight and by call. These areas are very
remote, requiring 4 x 4 vehicles. Participants
must be completely self-sufficient with regards
to shelter, food, water and fuel. Not all areas are
suitable for caravans and camper trailers. We
need a minimum of two vehicles for each area
surveyed.
After completing the Cave Hill surveys, we will
travel on to Jilbadji.

Monday 24 – 28 September
Karroun Hill campout – proposed
Great Western Woodlands survey
The GWW survey will follow on after the
Remlap campout. Karroun Hill is about 50 km
north of Beacon and just to the east of Remlap.
We are looking for birders who are comfortable
identifying the birds of the GWW by sight and
by call. These areas are very remote, requiring
4 x 4 vehicles. Participants must be completely
self-sufficient with regards to shelter, food, water
and fuel. Not all areas are suitable for caravans
and camper trailers. We need a minimum of two
vehicles for this survey.
Leader: Andrew and Jill Hobbs.
Further information: gww@birdlife.org.au.

Leaders: Lorraine and Richard Chyne.
Further information: gww@birdlife.org.au.
Monday October 8 – 11 Transline
campout - proposed Great Western
Woodlands survey
Monday May 14 – 20 Fraser Range
and Dundas campout – proposed
Great Western Woodlands survey
The Fraser Range survey area starts 75 km east
of Norseman and finishes at Newman Rock,
and includes both sides of Eyre Highway. There
is accommodation at Fraser Range Station as
well as campsites. We are looking for birders
who are comfortable identifying the birds of the
GWW by sight and by call. These areas are very
remote, requiring 4 x 4 vehicles. Not all areas
are suitable for caravans and camper trailers. We
need a minimum of two vehicles for each area
surveyed. We will survey the Fraser Range area
then move on to Dundas, weather permitting.

The Transline survey area lies east of Kalgoorlie
and follows the Trans Australian Railway on
the south side as far as 12 km before Kitchener.
We are looking for birders who are comfortable
identifying the birds of the GWW by sight and
by call. These areas are very remote, requiring
4 x 4 vehicles. Participants must be completely
self-sufficient with regards to shelter, food, water
and fuel. Not all areas are suitable for caravans
and camper trailers. We need a minimum of two
vehicles for this survey.
Leader to be announced.
Further information: gww@birdlife.org.au.

Leader to be announced.
Further information: gww@birdlife.org.au.
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A plethora of parrots in Emu and
Australian Field Ornithology
Many people around the world, including a great
many non-birders, are familiar with parrots and
cockatoos, because of their often bright colours or
their ubiquity as cage birds or companion birds.
Unfortunately, a high proportion of them are
threatened, and many are poorly known. Helping
to bridge this gap, the latest issues of Emu and
Australian Field Ornithology contain numerous
interesting articles about all sorts of facets of parrot
biology, with something of interest to everyone.

Emu
Recent issues of Emu contain a diversity of
interesting papers, from topics such as clutch size,
finches, magpies, and many other species. The
current issue, though, is a special issue devoted
entirely to parrots. Eleven different articles cover
the evolution of parrots, survey and monitoring
methods, disease, conservation management,
etc. For example, a paper on the Mulga Parrot
identifies two cryptic subspecies, one to the east of
the Flinders Ranges, the other from the west into
Western Australia. Another paper of interest is
by Steve Murphy and others, on the conservation
management of Night Parrots.
Current and back copies of Emu are held in the
BirdLife WA Library, accessible to all.

Australian Field Ornithology
Continuing on the Night Parrot example, there are
three recent WA papers on this species in Australian
Field Ornithology (AFO). Neil Hamilton and others
describe recent observations of Night Parrots on
Matuwa (ex Lorna Glen) (Hamilton et al. 2017a).
Everyone will have heard about the exciting capture
of a photograph of a Night Parrot in WA in March
last year, and a paper by Nigel Jackett and others
describes getting the photograph, finding a nest and
the recordings of calls (Jackett et al. 2017). A follow
up article by Neil Hamilton and others, including
BirdLife WA project officer Tegan Douglas, traces
the fate of the nest (Hamilton et al. 2017b).
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If you haven't looked at AFO recently, check it out
now! It's freely available to all members, including
back issues since its beginning in 1959, and can
easily be accessed through the BirdLife website:
http://birdlife.org.au/education-publications/
publications/australian-field-ornithology.

You can contribute
Please remember - AFO and Emu are there for you. If
you have any material you think may be of interest to
one or other journal but are unsure and you would
like to discuss it first, please contact me (allanb99@
bigpond.net.au or 08 9405 5109).

References
Hamilton, N. A., Onus, M., Withnell, B., and
Withnell, K. (2017a). Recent sightings of
the Night Parrot (Pezoporus occidentalis) from
Matuwa (Lorna Glen) and Millrose Station in
Western Australia. Australian Field Ornithology
34, 71–75. doi:10.20938/afo34071075
Hamilton, N., Burbidge, A. H., Douglas, T. K.,
and Gilbert, L. (2017b). Piecing the puzzle
together: the fate of the Night Parrot nest found
in Western Australia by Jackett et al. (2017).
Australian Field Ornithology 34, 151–154.
Jackett, N. A., Greatwich, B. R., Swann, G.,
and Boyle, A. (2017). A nesting record and
vocalisations of the Night Parrot Pezoporus
occidentalis from the East Murchison, Western
Australia. Australian Field Ornithology 34, 144–
150.
Murphy, S. A., Paltridge, R., Silcock, J., Murphy, R.,
Kutt, A. S., and Read, J. (2018). Understanding
and managing the threats to Night Parrots
in south-western Queensland. Emu - Austral
Ornithology 118. doi:10.1080/01584197.2017.13
88744
Allan Burbidge

Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 165 March 2018

Notices, ctd

COMMUNITY EDUCATION
COMMITTEE
WINTER BIRD CLASSES
JUNE 23rd & 24th 2018
The BirdLife WA Community Education
Committee is holding a weekend of Winter Bird
Classes at the WA ECO CENTRE, 167 Perry
Lakes Drive, Floreat, WA 6014.

Sunday 10 June: Photogroup Workshop:
Canon Digital Photo Professional
Software
Meeting Room, BirdLife Western Australia Office,
Bold Park, 2.00 – 3.30pm
Canon’s Digital Photo Professional software is by far the
best tool you can use to convert Canon RAW files to TIFF or
jpg files, better than programs that use Adobe RAW. It is far
more than a conversion tool, however and for Canon users it
is well worth understanding how to use it.

Presenters: Rod Smith, Brice Wells, Frank
O’Connor and Tegan Douglas

Explore just what you can do with RAW files in Digital
Photo Professional (DPP). Many of the very best Canon
photographers from Arthur Morris to Georgina Steytler use
DPP.

Sat, June 23rd Bird Identification – Raptors
with Frank O’Connor

Numbers are limited so please reserve your place by ringing
the BirdLife office on a weekday morning on 9383 7749.

Bird Identification – WA
Parrots and Cockatoos with
Brice Wells
Bird Identification – to be
confirmed
Sun, June 24th Birdata workshop with Tegan
Douglas — we need some
suggestions from you! We are
looking at another possible
photography workshop
What Would You Like to See Us Talk About?
We are always looking for suggestions on what
to include in our Winter Classes. We haven’t
finalised the talks for this year so if there is
anything you would like to learn about, please
let us know.
REGISTRATION: 8.45am
CLASS:

9.00am – 12.30pm – morning
tea provided

COST:

$15 per day, to be paid on the
day.

To reserve a place: phone the BirdLife
Western Australia office on 9383 7749
during office hours,
Mon-Fri 9.30am – 12.30pm
or email: wa@birdlife.org.au
State your name, a contact number,
email address and the sessions you wish
to attend.
These classes are open to all and no previous
birdwatching experience is necessary!
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Leader: Sandra Wallace

Donations to
BirdLife Western Australia
The Western Australian Branch is aiming to be in the financial
position to support conservation work through projects, particularly
aimed at threatened species. With the decline in government funding,
support for this work through donations and bequests is one way this
aim can be realised in the future.
Tax deductible donations specifically for BirdLife Western Australia
can be made to BirdLife Western Australia through our office at
Peregrine House. A tax deductible receipt will be issued.
If the donation is being made as a direct deposit in the BirdLife
Western Australia bank account, it is important to signify who it
is from and that it is specifically for BirdLife Western Australia.
Donations will then be held in a separate account so that they can be
accounted for through the national office each year in accordance with
the Federal Taxation Department requirements.
Such donations, unless specified by the donor for a particular
purpose, will be used to assist in meeting the objectives of the
organisation.
If you have decided to make a lasting legacy to BirdLife Australia in
your Will, contact Bequests Officer Ralf Sternad on 03 9347 0757
for a confidential discussion on your options, including any specific
requests (e.g. support for black cockatoos in WA).
Mike Bamford
Chair

New WA members
The following WA people joined BirdLife Australia during the
period 27 October 2017 to 31 January 2018:
N Banasik, J Barfett, S Brandreth, M Brennan,
D Browning, B Bryant, B Bulley, M Burke, T Bush, R Campbell,
M Cavill, S Daly, K Dinham, G Edwards, G Foulsham,
A Hookham, Horrocks family, M Johnson, A Krupa, R Lagdon,
J Lee, R Leighton, A Lopez, S Masson, G Milner, S Nielsen,
R O’Brien, R O’Donnell, K Pak, A Rayner, M Sawyer,
J Simpson, M-L Swarbreck, A Williams and J Zehnder.
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ALBANY BRANCH
Excursion reports
Stirling Range, 14 November 2017
Our traditional spring visit to the Stirling Range was blessed
by fine weather. We started the morning with a walk along
the Ongerup Creek trail which yielded sightings of Western
Yellow Robin, Tawny-crowned Honeyeater, Striated Pardalote
and Mistletoebird. After morning tea, we visited the
Stirling Range Retreat where we encountered both Restless
Flycatcher and Willie Wagtail nesting, the latter having set up
shop on a tractor. Other sightings included Purple-crowned
Lorikeets feeding young, Blue-breasted Fairy-wren and the
resident Australian Owlet-nightjar. Total tally for the day was
a respectable 51 species.

Lake Seppings / Emu Point, 12 December 2017
As has been the custom in recent years we started our
December excursion at Lake Seppings.
Duck numbers were low, but we did get to see a variety
of species including Musk Duck, Blue-billed Duck and
Hardhead. There were only a few distant Hoary-headed
Grebes and Black Swans so we decided to try our luck with
bushbirds. Sacred Kingfisher, Red-winged Fairy-wren and
Golden Whistler were obliging, but Red-eared Firetail which
is usually easily seen along the walk trail remained elusive.
With the lake’s water levels still very high we missed out
seeing Spotless Crake, Buff-banded Rail and Black-fronted
Dotterel normally seen feeding on exposed mud near the
bird hide. Approaching the causeway we could already hear
the noise made by the nesting ibis whose numbers at the
lake have increased dramatically in recent years. Much of the
fringing vegetation on the southern end of the lake had been
taking over by nesting Straw-necked and
White Ibis. We continued on to Emu Point
where we observed Common Sandpiper,
Common Greenshank and Red-necked Stint
before indulging in our shared Christmas
lunch.

be changed due to a very noisy and dusty lawn mower. We
did, however, stop long enough to admire the Osprey pair
and their two fledged young at their nest tree. Lunch took
place in the park adjacent to Lower King Bridge where we
continued to observe Ospreys.
The local branch also offered a summer holiday bird walk
around Lake Seppings and participated in World Wetlands
Day events which were well-attended.

Future outings
Excursions will take place on Tuesday, 13 March, 10 April,
8 May and 12 June. More details about destinations, where
to meet etc. will be made available on BAWA e-news. You
can also check the Albany Bird Group’s website http://sites.
google.com/site/albanybirds/Home
and Facebook page. Excursion leader will be Anne Bondin
(albanybirds@hotmail.com). Feel free to contact the branch
for further information.
In March we will again partner with GreenSkills and take
part in the South Coast Festival of Birds with a wide variety
of bird-related activities on offer throughout the month.
For more details please check the festival website: https://
birdfestival.greenskills.org.au/.
Anne Bondin

Kalgan / Oyster Harbour, 23 January
2018
We met at the parking area adjacent to
Lower King Bridge where we enjoyed good
view of the resident Australian Hobby. With
no Welcome Swallows, normally found in the
vicinity of the bridge, in sight we wondered
whether they had been preyed upon by
the three hobbies we encountered. We
visited the extensive mudflats at the Kalgan
River estuary and found a good variety of
shorebirds present: Grey Plover, Common
Greenshank, Bar-tailed Godwit, Red-necked
Stint, Red and Great Knots as well as
Australian Pied Oystercatcher. The single
Terek Sandpiper and a lone Ruddy Turnstone
were the highlight of the day. We also
saw White-bellied Sea-Eagle, Osprey and
Whistling Kite. Our plans to have morning
tea at the Oyster Harbour Fish Traps had to
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Bar-tailed Godwit, Kalgan River estuary. Photo by Shaun Welsh
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CAPE TO CAPE GROUP
Program
Saturday 10 March – Half-day excursion – Beenup
wetlands, Scott River
Meet at 8:30 am sharp. We will enter this large, private
property off Scott River Road and the gate will be locked, so
be prepared to remain until at least midday, when we will
exit for lunch as usual in the paddock under the pines. The
Lower Blackwood Landcare Group has been invited to join
this excursion.
Christine has been taking BirdLife WA groups to visit this
wetland system since 2004, where more than 100 bird
species have been seen, including all the ducks, Greatcrested Grebe, 14 birds of prey species and three crake
species . We will spend all morning exploring the many
ponds, surrounding vegetation and bird hide. Bring morning
tea/lunch/chair, hat, sunscreen, water, insect repellent, wear
sturdy footwear and bring a telescope if you have one.
This is a very popular birding excursion and bookings are
essential. Email Christine on cwilderone@yahoo.com.au
to indicate your intention to participate, as numbers/cars
will be limited. Exact details of where to meet will be given
closer to the excursion.
Leader: Christine Wilder (0427 312 848)
Sunday 6 May – Evening excursion – Owling, Margaret
River
Meet at 6:00 pm at Lot 220 Burnside Road.
Burnside Road is east, off Caves Road, approximately 1 km
north of the Margaret River bridge. Once on Burnside Road
continue past Horsford Road turn-off (500 m from Caves
Road on your right) for another 100 m to an entry into the
vacant paddock on your left. If you get to any houses on
your left you have gone too far. Wear sturdy footwear, bring
along binoculars and a torch.
Leaders: Steve Castan and Boyd Wykes
All the excursions are for BirdLife Australia members and
the general public. For details of any of the above, please
contact Christine Wilder cwilderone@yahoo.com.au or Boyd
Wykes majyx@iinet.net.au

Excursion reports
A walk in the Park, 28 November 2017
The City of Busselton and the Meelup Park Regional
Management Committee arranged a walk in Meelup Park on
28 November, ably led by Christine Wilder from the Capeto-Cape Bird Group (CCBG). A strong turnout of 24 people
including several CCBG members gathered at the Meelup
Beach car park.
Our first and most interesting sighting of the day was an
Osprey nest with two individuals perched close by. The nest
has been a major attraction for birders and photographers
in the area over the last few months. One of the Ospreys
obligingly flew down to a fresh water pool at the beach and
proceeded to have a relaxed bath- much to the delight of the
assembled group.
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The leisurely morning’s walk spanned the coastal track from
Sail Rock to Gannet rock and resulted in a healthy list of
27 birds sighted, comparing well with the number recorded
on a similar walk last year. Many thanks to Christine, Kay
Lehman from the City of Busselton and the Meelup Park
Regional Management Committee for a wonderful morning’s
excursion.
Michael Sayers

Augusta Spit, 3 December 2017
Our group’s excursion was planned to monitor how the bird
life is faring on the reconfigured spit between the Hardy Inlet
and the Southern Ocean at Augusta. This was one of those
occasions that make birding so enjoyable due to a wonderful
environment, brilliant weather and great company, despite
no outstanding bird sightings.
Our 18 participants included local resident and retired
Waterways Manager Bruce Hamilton, who started the day
by providing us with a concise, informative and nuanced
assessment of the reasoning behind the Shire of AugustaMargaret River’s decision several years ago to reconfigure
the entrance to the estuary to increase flushing, and its
consequences. There is no doubt that an opportunity
has been lost by the Shire and State Government to
appropriately monitor and document the impacts of this
intervention in order to inform future management. There
appears to be some improvement in water quality in the
water body closest to town but there is ongoing massive
movement of sand, with consequences for water quality and
access in the lower reaches. Bruce concluded by warning
that with further reduction in flow as rainfall decreases, the
biggest issue may be closure of all access to the ocean in
summer, with potential for noxious algal blooms.
Terry Scott kindly provided his boat to ferry us across
the cut in a highly professional manner. We then
circumnavigated the spit, clocking up a good range of
shorebirds, with my highlight being a Yellow-billed Spoonbill,
the first I have seen in several years of monitoring this site
for the annual wader count. As in the past, there were no
Hooded Plovers, despite apparently suitable habitat, but also
an absence of the several wader species such as Sanderling
and migratory plovers that are usually present later in the
summer.
We did record about 16 Australian Pied Oystercatchers
and 10 Red-capped Plovers, including a pair with a runner,
consistent with past records that the old river-mouth is a
breeding site for this species.
I had thought the site might benefit from additional
protection of wading birds, as the only significant estuary
mouth in the Capes region but, based on our observations,
there is insufficient bird life to warrant the difficult task of
controlling access by people with their dogs from nearby
Augusta, and by quad bikes, foxes and cats from the newly
created access from beaches in East Augusta.
Boyd Wykes
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Cape to Cape Bird Group Christmas get-together,
8 December 2017
On 8 December the Cape to Cape Bird Group gathered for
an end of year morning tea in Terry and Margaret Scott’s
bird friendly garden in Margaret River. I presented Terry
Scott with the new ‘Australian Bird Guide’, in appreciation
for offering his boat to ferry our group across to the Augusta
spit on our recent excursion; this was no small task as
there were 18 keen birders, meaning about eight trips in all.
Thanks to Terry and Marg for hosting a very relaxed morning
tea.
Christine Wilder

Abba River/Capel Wetland/Malbup Bird Hide,
7 January 2018
Weather conditions are a gamble when planning a midsummer bird walk but this year we got lucky. Our group of a
dozen jagged a perfect mild, still morning to explore several
wetlands close to Busselton.

local naturalist Bernie Masters as our informative guide. The
woodland bird community was impressively varied, despite
the sorry state of the forest under-storey, including Weebills,
a species not found in the nearby denser forests of the
capes. We enjoyed excellent views of many waterbirds and
raptors, the highlight being an adult White-bellied Sea-Eagle
devouring an Australian Shelduck.
Morning tea was at a private property in Capel where owner
Susan Young kindly welcomed an invasion of birdwatchers
to a magical lake surrounded by paper-barks that forms her
backyard. There were fewer waterbirds than on previous
occasions when water has been at a premium later in
summer. A highlight was close views of a young Tiger Snake
swimming through the clear water, showing off its full
colouring as it approached our shore.
Several of the group returned to the Malbup Bird Hide,
Wonnerup, where we added Australasian Shoveler, Chestnut
Teal and Buff-banded Rail to our extensive day’s list of 59
species. Thanks again to Bernie Masters for leading our
group.
Boyd Wykes

First stop was a walk beside the Abba River in the Tuart
Forest National Park, to the edge of the Vasse Estuary, with

MYALUP GROUP
Excursion reports
Peel Inlet, 18 November 2017
On a grey morning with threats of storm and tempest, brave
members of the MBO crawled out of their respective burrows
and headed off to Mandurah to the home of Rob and Mary
beside the still waters of Port Mandurah. Miraculously by the
time we had arrived the weather had turned with patches
of blue sky appearing and the threatening clouds calmed to
appear as random clumps of cotton wool. On instructions
from Captain Rob and First Mate Mary we bravely boarded
the trusty MV Early Morning (well that is what I was told the
boat was named).
Rob guided us out of the canals and into the estuary towards
Boundary Island. To the west of the island we observed
a smaller island which had a promising collection of birds
and as we approached found a collection of waterbirds and
waders including Bar-tailed Godwits and some Great Knots.
This provided great photo opportunities. Unfortunately,
we were all so excited in looking at and identifying birds
we provided no assistance to Rob and his efforts to not
run aground. We then headed over to Boundary Island
and found Australian Pied Oystercatchers with chicks and
again were of little assistance to Rob in his effort to not run
aground, causing him to do so. With clever manoeuvring Rob
extracted us from impending disaster.
We then headed off across the Inlet to the mouth of the
Murray River where we moored at the Coopers Mill reserve,
to partake of our “Margaret Jones” morning tea and explore
the area for birds, which proved very productive.
Rob then took us up the river to the Australian Pelicans on
the River Café. There we were met by a colony of Nankeen
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Night-Herons which had taken possession of a pine tree.
We counted about eight nests, at least some of which were
occupied by chicks. After lunch, Rob herded us back on
board and we headed back to Mandurah. During time on the
Murray River, the westerly breeze had freshened significantly
and as a result our journey back across the Inlet was a little
damp. We arrived back at Rob and Mary’s home thoroughly
invigorated and were greeted by a wonderfully warm cup of
coffee.
It was agreed that we all had a great day and our thanks
and appreciation go to Rob and Mary in making their boat
and their hospitality available to us.
Alan Burdett

Wildlife recovery
Maurice Stonehouse advised that the Tawny Frogmouth is
growing rapidly. The Collared Sparrowhawk which came
in last month has a damaged wing and he is still unsure
of the extent of the damage it has suffered. Since the last
newsletter he has taken in a Purple Swamphen chick which
is also doing well as well as two young Kangaroos aged
about 16 months and two years, a Southern Boobook which
had been caught in a barbed wire fence and had a damaged
wing, a Grey Butcherbird and a Red-capped Parrot. At the
time of production of this report the Southern Boobook was
with the vets having its wing attended to.
Myalup Bird Observers
Convenor: Errol Harwood
Ph. 9720 2963 Mob. 0417 174 147
Email jkbs@iinet.net.au
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PEEL-MANDURAH GROUP
Program

22 June: Erskine Lakes

There is water currently in Lake McLarty and a lot of bird
activity on the lake. The water is not expected to last for any
length of time. There has been very little wader activity, so
far, so there has been no point to visit the lake in January.
23 March: Lake Richmond

27 July: Hamel Eco Park – the old nursery
24 August: Coolup
28 September: Goodale Sanctuary
26 October: Dwellingup
23 November: Lake Mealup

27 April: Wellard Wetlands

6 December: Sundowner

25 May: Marlee Reserve

Contact Bob Paterson peelbirds1@tpg.com.au

WHEATBELT AVON BRANCH (WABBA)
Excursion reports
Carnarvon, 24 – 29 October 2017
Fourteen members from the Wheatbelt Branch of Birdlife
Australia (WABBA) and from the metropolitan area, led by
Max Howard, were based at the Wintersun Caravan Park in
Carnarvon.
Our morning visit to the longest trough in the Southern
Hemisphere at the Bibbawarra Bore gave sightings of
Variegated Fairy-wren, Redthroat, White-browed Babbler and
a singing Chiming Wedgebill. We were all keen to see our
first waders at Miaboolya Beach
and we had good sightings
of Sharp-tailed and Curlew
Sandpipers, Lesser and Greater
Sand Plovers, Red-necked Stint,
Gull-billed Tern and Sanderling.
This beach also provided
mangroves with Red-kneed
Dotterel, Mangrove Grey Fantail,
Yellow White-eye and Australian
Spotted Crake.
At the long sand spit near the
golf course the telescopes were
helpful for viewing waders,
Bar-tailed Godwit, Whimbrel,
Eastern Curlew and Greytailed Tattler. We travelled to a
good viewing point at the local
sewerage ponds to observe
dotterels, sandpipers, terns,
Plumed Whistling-Duck, Star
Finch and Long-toed Stint.

On Friday we travelled to the Blowholes and Quobba Point
Marine Sanctuary where Nankeen Kestrels were breeding in
the metal rims attached to the power poles along the way.
Near the Blowholes we viewed various terns and travelled
south to a viewing point overlooking a close island. The
Ospreys had constructed two nests and were sheltered from
the wind. The telescopes again proved to be compulsory for
viewing the waders, a Terek Sandpiper and Grey Plover.
Conditions were very windy at Quobba but we saw numerous
Wedge-tailed Shearwaters diving at a turtle swimming on the
surface of the ocean.
On Saturday with warmer but
less windy weather, we travelled
east, just past Rocky Pool,
towards Gascoyne Junction and
met with local ornithologist
Les George. Our morning tea
was enjoyed beneath the gum
trees after good viewings of an
Australian Hobby and breeding
Collared Sparrowhawk. The next
stop made many people smile
after watching a pair of breeding
Black-tailed Treecreepers
(Pilbara form subspecies wellsi)
over a pool of water. Thank you
to Les for his local knowledge.

Black-tailed Treecreeper (subspecies wellsi), Boora Pool
past Rocky Pool going to Gascoyne Junction. Photo by
Jennifer Donegan (see also pp8,55)

Chinaman’s Pool list was extensive and proved a relaxing
way to watch the birds come to you. Seen there were
Brahminy Kite, White-bellied Sea-Eagle, Blue-winged
Kookaburra, Wood Sandpiper, Black-tailed Native-hen.
We travelled in convoy to Uendoo Creek, Bush Bay and New
Beach through colourful coastal samphires and had great
views for lifers of Dusky Gergyone, White-breasted Whistler
and Slender-billed Thornbill.
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over this period.

Often seen were Whistling Kite,
Crested Pigeon, Zebra Finch,
and White-plumed Honeyeater.
Interesting to note was that only
one pair of breeding Australian
Magpies was seen north of the
river and not one Willy Wagtail

Even though the conditions were very dry, windy days and
a slow start to our bird count, we had a fantastic total of
131 species. Thank you to Max Howard for organising our
Carnarvon excursion.
Jennifer Donegan
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Excursion reports
Lake Leschenaultia,
9 September 2017

Western Corella, Regent Parrot, Chestnut Quail-thrush and
Malleefowl. Also, two species not previously on the Mount
Gibson bird list were seen: Masked Woodswallow and a
White-plumed Honeyeater.

Twenty-four members and visitors gathered at Lake
Leschenaultia to follow a 6 km track, partly beside the lake
and partly in the bush, through Jarrah, Marri and Wandoo
woodland.

The morning surveys usually finished by 10.00 am and with
the afternoon sessions starting at 3.00 pm we had plenty of
time for exploring and birding in the middle of the day. As
usual we had a bird call every evening with the final total for
the week being 76, nine less than last year but last year was
the highest I’ve ever known. John Delaporte’s estimate was
the closest so he won a bottle of wine which he promptly
opened and shared around.

Ducks seen during the excursion were Musk Duck, Australian
Wood Duck, Pacific Black Duck and Hardhead.
Brown Goshawk and Wedge-tailed Eagle were seen. The
identity of a third raptor flying very high was the subject of
debate, with various possibilities being proposed; the final
consensus on the day was Australian Hobby.
Of the honeyeaters, six species were present: Western
Spinebill, Western Wattlebird, Red Wattlebird, Brown
Honeyeater, New Holland Honeyeater and White-naped
Honeyeater.
Smaller bushbirds included White-browed Scrubwren,
Weebill, Western Gerygone, all three thornbills, Striated
Pardalote and Varied Sittella.
The total species count was 44, which was slightly up on the
previous year.
Charles Merriam

Mount Gibson Wildlife
Sanctuary survey,
2-7 October 2017
Twelve members attended the AWC property at Mount
Gibson for the annual bird surveys which cover a variety of
different habitats both inside and outside the 7800 hectare
feral proof fenced area. This is the largest cat free area on
mainland WA, and is now home to several different species
of endangered mammals, the latest arrivals being 60 Banded
Hare Wallabies translocated from Bernier and Dorre Islands
in the Shark Bay area.
After arriving on the Monday afternoon, we gathered at
the AWC research station for a barbecue, some orientation
and a briefing on what we would be doing for most of the
week. Early starts were the order of the day, heading out at
5.30 am to be at the first survey sites by sunrise at 6.00 am.
Weather conditions were generally good with clear skies;
however, the mornings were a bit nippy to say the least and
we thought this may have contributed to some of the earlier
surveys being relatively quiet. However, there’s no denying
dawn is a great time of day to be out and about.
The Mount Gibson area has had limited rainfall this year
which was noticeable by the lack of wildflowers and some
bird species being less widespread than I’ve noticed in
previous years. For example, Rufous Whistlers are usually
one of the most commonly encountered birds throughout
the survey sites but this year their numbers appeared
to have dropped. No such issues with Spiny-cheeked
Honeyeaters however, as they could be seen or heard almost
everywhere. Raptor sightings were down slightly on last year
and sightings of Bourke’s Parrots were well down as were,
surprisingly, Welcome Swallows. Most of the specialty birds
for this area were seen, including Major Mitchell’s Cockatoo,
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As usual, many thanks must go to all the AWC staff for their
assistance and hospitality including two great barbecues.
Mount Gibson has undergone many changes over the last
few years, and I’m told that next year there may be a
completely new set of sites to survey; interesting times at
this venue.
Peter White

Forrestdale Lake,
29 October 2017
On a mild cloudy morning, 16 people came along to our
annual Forrestdale Lake excursion. The water depth of
the lake was below half a metre, with no waders to be
seen. Most abundant birds were Australian Shelducks,
Black Swans with cygnets and Australian White Ibis. Other

White Torque Pty Ltd

Gavin White
MRB5813

Ph: 0448 975 586
For servicing and repairs to all
makes of vehicles
Specialising in air
conditioners, servicing and
repairs
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Excursion reports, ctd
intruding Swamp Harrier.
The reason—as we found
out later—was a nest with
two chicks on the sandbar
below. Interestingly, the
regular fish-catching patrols
of the resident Osprey
elicited no such response.
Its mate was sitting on
a nest at the top of the
We then walked south
communications tower in
from the Broome Street
the middle of the town. Just
Primary School along the
before morning tea, Kath
banksia woodland trail to
Lindann found a leucistic
the viewing point on the
Tawny Frogmouth in a
east side of the lake. Four
Peppermint tree at the side
other raptor species were
of the estuary. The bird
observed during this walk:
adopted the usual broken
Marsh Harrier, Nankeen
branch position not realising
Kestrel, Whistling Kite and
its colour made it stand out
Brown Goshawk.
against the background.
Apart from Black Swan and
After morning tea and
Glossy Ibis. Photo: WABN Digital Library (Maris Lauva)
Chestnut Teal, waterfowl
birdcall back at the primary
were scarce as were the
school, some of us went on
smaller wading birds. A
to the nearby privately owned Stirling Road Swamp, which
few Pied Stilts and a small flock of Red-necked Stints were
we viewed from the roadside opposite the Armadale golf
all we could come up with prior to lunch. In the afternoon
course. Tall weeds and grass in this wetland obscured our
we visited a property abutting the coastal reserve, where
view to some extent; however, nine waterbird species were
an Australasian Pipit stayed on a fence post long enough for
seen, including two Glossy Ibis, three White-necked Herons
everyone to get good views and photographs.
and two Black Swans with four cygnets.
notable sightings from
the observation platform
off Moore Street were
Great Egret, Strawnecked Ibis and a Collared
Sparrowhawk flying over
the car park area with
either a small bird or a frog
in its talons.

A total of 38 species were seen within the Lake Forrestdale
Nature Reserve, of which ten were waterbirds.
David James

THOMSON’S LAKE, Cockburn,
6 November 2017
A happy group of 21 members and guests attended this
excursion and between us we enjoyed seeing or hearing 57
bird species. The water level was high and this resulted in a
lack of waders and visible crakes and rails. Highlights were a
Wedge-tailed Eagle, Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos, and lots of
Splendid Fairy-wrens. Three other raptors were seen: Brown
Goshawk, Swamp Harrier and Whistling Kite.
Robyn Pickering

Bremer Bay Campout,
6-10 November 2017
Twenty-one people assembled at the Bremer Bay Beaches
Resort and Tourist Park on the Sunday evening for the
campout briefing. Another person arrived later that evening
bringing the total to 22. The park was not at all crowded and
a considerable number of bird species could be found in and
around the park, the most notable being Red-capped Parrot,
Sacred Kingfisher, Shining Bronze-Cuckoo and a Southern
Boobook.
On Monday morning, in cool and windy conditions, we
witnessed an Australian Pied Oystercatcher flying high
above the Wellstead Estuary and repeatedly attacking an
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 165 March 2018

Day two started cooler than day one and still quite windy. A
visit to the heath around the airfield produced fewer species
and views than was hoped for. The highlight was a young
Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo being fed by Yellow-rumped
Thornbills. An early return to the tourist park enabled the
group to prepare for the Melbourne Cup function. Rita
won the prize for the best hat in the ‘fashions in the field’
competition, Judy Mackinnon won first prize in the sweep
and Wendy Gager got her money back for having the horse
that ran last. A sausage sizzle put on by the owners of
the tourist park was then enjoyed by all before the group
travelled to a farm near Gairdner where the owner’s son
joined us for a couple of hours. The highlight here was
Elegant Parrot.
All of Wednesday was spent in the Fitzgerald River National
Park with stops at the Gairdner River crossings, Mt Maxwell
and Point Ann. The wildflowers—although past their peak—
were magnificent. Most participants saw Square-tailed Kite,
Rainbow Bee-eater, Tawny-crowned Honeyeater, Gilbert's
(Western White-naped) Honeyeater with dependent young,
White-winged Triller, Dusky Woodswallow sitting on a nest
and Red-eared Firetail. A lucky few saw or heard Southern
Emu-wren, Western Whipbird and Brush Bronzewing.
A walk along a shaded farm driveway on Thursday morning
resulted in 43 species including Restless Flycatcher, Yellowplumed Honeyeater, Sacred Kingfisher with young, Western
Yellow Robin, three cuckoos and Brown-headed Honeyeater.
The afternoon was warmer and the temperature must have
affected the group with the leader and at least two others
tripping over fences. Another participant showed us how to
dance when ants give you incentive while a Western Grey
Kangaroo showed us what not to do near the electric fences.
Highlights on this property were some rapidly disappearing
Emu, a flock of Straw-necked Ibis circling high overhead and
a male Brown Songlark doing display flights.
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The visit to Beaufort Inlet on Friday added Purple-gaped
Honeyeater, White-bellied Sea-Eagle and Red-capped Plover
with everyone also getting good views of the inlet from
various vantage points. On the way back to the tourist park
we stopped at the sewerage ponds. Unfortunately, the Water
Corporation had picked that day to clear the firebreaks
inside and outside the fence and nearly all the birds had
been scared off. After lunch the group briefly visited the
fishing boat harbour with most seeing Rock Parrot, Sooty
Oystercatcher and Common Sandpiper before finishing
where we had started: at the Wellstead Estuary. The Osprey
thrilled everyone by catching a fish in shallow water no more
than 30 metres in front of the group. It was the first—and
last—of the 11 raptors recorded during the campout.
Even without many waders and waterfowl, the group
recorded 117 species at the locations we visited. The prize
for the closest 'guesstimate'—a copy of The Australian Bird
Guide—was finally won by David Ballard at a convivial end
of campout bird call. Michael Morcombe generously donated
a pre-publication copy of his new book on WA birds to the
farmer’s son who had spent time with the group on Tuesday
afternoon. Michael, Irene and all those who still remained
signed the title page and it was delivered the next day.
Thanks to the owners of the properties that we visited who
made us welcome during a busy time of the year, to Frank
(the camp host at Beaufort Inlet) who told us about the
Malleefowl which we didn’t see and to the owners and staff
of the tourist park who made us feel welcome and gave
generously of their time.
Peter Sandilands

Ashfield Flats, Bassendean,
12 November 2017
Thirteen members and six visitors (three from overseas)
attended this riverside venue on a sunny, mild morning
which was beginning to warm up somewhat by the time we
stopped for morning tea after an interesting two and a halfhour walk.
The car park and surrounding area, which contains some
fairly tall trees, attracted immediate attention with much
activity by Striated Pardalotes and Sacred Kingfishers, with
plenty of these two species being seen and heard here. As is
often the case at some venues, it took us quite a while to get
away from the car park!
Once moving we were walking through varied habitats,
including the banks of the Swan River, wetland areas, tall
trees and low bush which resulted in a good variety of
waterbirds and bushbirds being recorded. Australian Wood
Duck, Pacific Black Duck and Red Wattlebird were noted as
breeding and Galahs and Sacred Kingfishers were taking a
definite interest in some of the tree hollows. Highlights were
some great views of Sacred Kingfishers and also a group
of Splendid Fairy-wrens with a couple of brilliantly coloured
males amongst them.
Some of the visitors, however, had extra highlights with
several ‘lifers’ being reported amongst the final tally of fortythree species.
Peter White
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LAKE McLARTY, MURRAY,
26 NOVEMBER 2017
Despite the lack of waders earlier in the week, this turned
out to be an excellent excursion with 22 people seeing 66
bird species.
The water was still quite high and gum boots were necessary
to get along the water’s edge so we all went down to the
shore and scanned the lake and then divided into two
groups—‘wet feet’ and ‘dry feet’. The ‘dry feet’ group
returned to the cars and walked further along the track and
then made their way down to the lake edge passing the
worst of the water. As it turned out this was a good tactic
with that group seeing a lot of the bushbirds and most of
the waterbirds. Besides the usual duck species, Black Swans
were breeding and many White-necked and White-faced
Herons were present. We also found a Black-tailed Native
Hen and a Spotted Crake. Clive and Claire untangled an
Australian Ringneck from some dodder and Clive was bitten
for his efforts.
Two Wood Sandpipers were flushed and subsequently seen
well through telescopes. On the other side near the tank and
mixing with the Pied Stilts, was a Black-tailed Godwit.
We saw eight raptors during the day, much to the delight
of two visitors from Malaysia. They were White-bellied SeaEagle, Osprey on its nest, Whistling Kite, Brown Goshawk,
Wedge-tailed Eagle, Australian Hobby, Nankeen Kestrel and
as I was shutting the gate at the end of the day, a Swamp
Harrier. An Emu with young made a rapid retreat past the
‘dry feet’ group. Regent Parrots were seen on a number of
occasions and also observed going into a hollow.
A great day’s birding enhanced by 22 pairs of sharp eyes
finding everything there was to see.
Sue Abbotts

Pelican Point, Crawley,
30 November 2017
A beautiful, sunny day saw 20 of us join Charles Merriam
at the gate to the reserve. The tide was high, as was the
level of water in the lagoon. Half a dozen Pied Stilts, a few
Australian Shelducks and a White-faced Heron were on the
lagoon. The beach was more populated with four cormorant
species, three tern species, Australian Pelicans, Red-Capped
Plovers, a Red-necked Stint and a Common Greenshank,
with Black Swans swimming further out. We saw no raptors
but did find a few bushbirds, including many Willie Wagtails.
A total of 36 species were recorded.
Thanks to Charles with his extensive knowledge of the
area, we had a very enjoyable morning. We were impressed
to hear that he has surveyed the area most weeks going
back to 1985. He indicated that in early surveys it was not
unusual to see many hundreds of waders in the area. The
tiny numbers seen more recently reflect changes to the
Swan Estuary and the general decline in wader numbers
seen around Australia.
Jill and Andrew Hobbs
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ALFRED COVE, 3
DECEMBER 2017

Fortunately, the clouds and
rain held off while we had a
pleasant morning tea on the
green grass behind the golf
club. Thanks again to Clive
Nealon for leading the walk.

Thirty-six bird enthusiasts
attended the BirdLife
excursion to Alfred Cove
on a very warm but breezy
morning. Though the weather
forecast for the December
excursion was predicated to
be a scorcher, fortunately for
us the strong easterlies kept
the morning temperatures
down making a pleasant
morning for birding.

Jill and Andrew Hobbs

Clarkson
Reserve,
Maylands, 14
December 2017

Very few birds were seen in
the cove. The Great Egret and
a few Pied Stilts were spotted
Twelve members and seven
and the Little Grassbird was
visitors attended this reserve
frequently heard. Leaving the
for an interesting excursion
Cove and walking towards
along the banks of the Swan
the sand bar we were greeted Common Greenshank. Photo: BWA Digital LIbrary (Maris Lauva)
River which has some varied
by the deafening chorus
habitats, including good areas
of Rainbow Lorikeets. The
of bush and samphire to
tide was very low and it
explore.
was encouraging to see Bar-tailed Godwits, Great Knots,
Grey Plovers, Common Greenshanks and Australian Pied
We saw Black Swans with cygnets tagging along, BuffOystercatchers. Three species of terns, Caspian, Crested and
banded Rail, Pied Stilt, Common Sandpiper and an Australian
Fairy Terns were also on the sand bank.
Spotted Crake was spotted! (Couldn’t help myself!).
Seeing the wader species on the sandbanks and with two
Buff-banded Rails and a Spotted Crake in the samphire were
the highlights of the excursion. Even though the bushbird
numbers were very low, we all had an enjoyable morning
with 44 bird species recorded.
Toni Webster

The group tended to get quite strung out as we meandered
along the riverside with many of the visitors taking a great
interest in the bushbirds who refused to sit still for more
than two seconds. Nothing new there.
The area of samphire produced surprisingly little and the
anticipated Little Grassbird was only heard from the opposite
side of the river.
By morning tea time we’d recorded a total of 41 species,
quite a reasonable tally for a relaxing, peaceful midweek
walk. (see photo, p55)

Lake Claremont, Swanbourne,
9 December 2017
Thanks to Clive Nealon, who filled in at short notice, 30 of
us were able to enjoy an interesting walk around the lake.
Our first stop at the lake edge gave everyone good views
of Spotted Crakes, and a Buff-banded Rail browsing among
the reeds. The lake upheld its reputation as a magnet for
waterbirds. We saw nine duck species, Black Swans, Great
Egrets, White-faced and White-necked Herons, Australasian
and Hoary-headed Grebes, Purple Swamphens and Dusky
Moorhens. The large number of waterbirds was made evident
as they took to the air when a Swamp Harrier swooped over
the lake.
Some of the birds were accompanied by families of young:
swans, grebes, Eurasian Coots and Purple Swamphens.
There were also large numbers of Pied Stilts and we were
delighted to see that at least one pair was protecting a
runner on a nearby mud flat.
Only a few bushbirds were seen but we still ended with an
overall total of 54 species for the morning.
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Peter White

Canning River Regional Park,
31 DECEMBER 2017
Keen to shake off the Christmas lethargy perhaps, 34 birders
joined us to cover the usual Canning River circuit. Early
arrivals were treated to a dolphin swimming just below the
weir, but we didn’t find the owl seen by local volunteer group
members around 7:00 am.
The group split into two, covering the same route in opposite
directions.
Four species were recorded as breeding: Australasian Darter,
Dusky Moorhen, Eurasian Coot and the jackpot—Pink-eared
Ducks still had their young family with them on Carden Lake.
One group was able to find the known White-faced Heron’s
nest but no-one was in residence.
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We didn’t visit Wilson Lagoon as there had been virtually
nothing on it over the past week or two, but several people
walked back along the Castledare Miniature Railway to the
little rail bridge, searching—successfully—for crakes, rails
and Splendid Fairy-wren which are known to use this area.
The morning resulted in a satisfying total of 64 species.
Pam Agar

LAKE CARINE, 13 JANUARY 2018
Thirty birdwatchers beat the forecast heat on a leisurely
anticlockwise walk around the lake. This enabled us to
have less contact with the park runners who were doing a
clockwise activity.
Fifty bird species were sighted during this walk. Many were
waterbirds and quite a few bushbirds also. Only two raptor
species were identified.
At the beginning of the walk we
observed an altercation between
a Galah and Rainbow Lorikeets
over a tree hollow. Nearby was
a dull looking Sacred Kingfisher,
probably a juvenile feeding
up for its journey north next
month. Many of the Rainbow
Bee-eaters were also pale and
probably were also young birds.
There were many photographs
of one particular bird struggling
to consume a very large
dragonfly.

Baigup Wetlands Photogroup,
14 January
Sixteen photographers enjoyed a pleasant and rewarding
walk near the Swan River in Bayswater and Maylands. We
photographed a range of bush and waterbirds including
Sacred Kingfisher, Rainbow Bee-eater, Variegated Fairywren, Rufous Whistler, Caspian Tern, Nankeen Night-Heron,
and most notably a Baillon’s Crake. The Baillon’s was
totally unconcerned with being photographed by a group
of photographers and hung around for some time busily
feeding. Overall, a great time was had by all.
Ian Wallace

Baigup Wetlands, 18 January
A cool and overcast morning saw 17 members and 11
visitors gather for this Thursday walk and as usual here
we split into two groups to make birding easier. Perth had
received heavy rain on Monday and we wondered if the
Baillon’s Crake, a first for Baigup, seen the previous Sunday,
would still be around.
Two things soon became
apparent: the mosquitoes had
flourished and there was a
fair bit of noise from the weed
slashing that was being carried
out towards the western end.

Despite these distractions the
birds in their various habitats
began to appear. Amongst other
things, the river gave us Crested
and Caspian Terns, Little Pied
Cormorant, Australasian Darter,
Yellow-billed Spoonbill, Great
Egret and White-faced Heron. On
A bonus during the walk was
the ponds we saw such species
only seeing one Australian
as Dusky Moorhen, Hardhead,
White Ibis. Several Yellowand Australasian Grebe and
billed Spoonbills were busy
heard Australian Reed-Warbler
feeding in the shallow waters.
calling. Welcome Swallows
White-faced Heron and a Great
and Tree Martins were having
Egret were also seen in this
an aerial feast as were the
area. No crakes or rails were
Rainbow Bee-eaters. Bushbirds
observed on the mud, but lots
included Rufous Whistler, both
of breeding Eurasian Coots and
New Holland and White-cheeked
Dusky Moorhens. Most of the
Honeyeaters, White-browed
ducks were present, but in small
Scrubwren, Weebill and in the
numbers with the exception of
she-oaks, Mistletoebird. At one
breeding Pacific Black Ducks and
stage two of us witnessed what
Baillon’s Crake, Baigup Wetlands. Photo by Ian Wallace
Australian Wood Ducks.
appeared to be a territorial
dispute between a Splendid
The search for Tawny
Fairy-wren and Variegated
Frogmouths and fairy-wrens was unproductive, but we did
Fairy-wren with the latter being chased off. At the noisy
have good sightings of Weebills and Western Gerygones.
western end, we were lucky to arrive at a break in work and
Rufous Whistler was heard more than seen right to the end
so completed that part in peace. Two Buff-banded Rails were
of the walk. Spotted Pardalote was seen by a lucky few as
seen around the reeds here but sadly the Baillon’s was not
it was not as plentiful as the Striated Pardalote. During the
seen during the excursion.
walk we did notice that the Brown Goshawk nest was empty.
Black-shouldered Kite and a pair of Brown Goshawks were
Whistling Kite and Australian Hobby were the only raptors
the raptors seen and then the Australian Hobby put in a late
seen.
appearance in the tall pine at the car park where it’s often
Claire Gerrish seen.
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The bird count was 59 species. As we were recording the
final count, an estimated 700 Straw-necked Ibis passed
overhead in V formations. Thank you to Penny Lee and Rick
Curtis for leading the walks and a good morning’s birding.
Pauline Woolley

Walpole campout, Australia
Day long weekend, 25-28
January
The BirdLife year began with 36 campers who gathered at
the Coalmine Caravan Park on the east side of Walpole for a
weekend of big trees and small birds.

Garvey Park, 21 JANUARY
On a very warm January morning, the earlier 7:30 am start
was appreciated by the 20 participants.
A variety of habitats, ranging from the Swan River and
margins, large open grassed areas, saline lakes, a small
freshwater lake and woodland, provided a total of 53 species.
Most notable were numbers of Mistletoebirds (though not
many were actually seen), good views of Rufous Whistler,
three Crested Pigeons and a small flock of Australian Pelicans
on the shore with another six soaring above.
The advantage of having numerous pairs of eyes on the
lookout meant several species were added, though only a
few saw Osprey (the only raptor), Yellow-billed Spoonbill,
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike or Dusky Moorhen, though all
have been recorded on previous visits. No fairy-wrens were
recorded, although they have occurred in the past.
Three species were recorded as breeding: Eurasian Coot,
Australasian Grebe and Brown Honeyeater.
Although numbers of many species observed were not large,
the variety made for a pleasant morning’s birding.
Pam Agar

We began the weekend with a day out, visiting Mount Clare,
Mandalay Beach, Fernhook Falls and Mount Frankland.
Mount Clare proved to be quite a hotspot, with 28 species
including a Crested Shrike-tit which appeared to be feeding
a young Western Whistler. Some birders heard an Australian
Owlet-nightjar call, and others were gifted with sightings
of a Restless Flycatcher. The group recorded Australasian
Gannets and Flesh-footed Shearwaters at Mandalay Beach,
and some who made the effort to climb to the summit at
Mount Frankland were rewarded with a circling Brown Falcon
and many Tree Martins.
On the second day, we visited the Hilltop Lookout, the Giant
Tingle and Circular Pool, adding a Collared Sparrowhawk
and Square-tailed Kite to the list of sightings. Highlights
included an Australasian Pipit, Dusky Woodswallows and a
Red-eared Firetail at an incidental birding site on the drive
back to town. In the afternoon, the group visited Irwin Inlet,
Peaceful Bay and Conspicuous Cliffs. Some birders were
lucky enough to see a Common Sandpiper at Irwin Inlet, and
together with the Australian Pied and Sooty Oystercatchers
at Peaceful Bay, these were the only species of shorebirds
seen on the weekend.
Our final morning saw us head out to the Treetop Walk,
though we again birded at an incidental site—a picnic
area on Valley of the Giants Road. Here we were lucky
with another hotspot that included nearly 30 species. The
highlight was definitely the two Crested Shrike-tits feeding
a young one. They seemed oblivious to cameras and birders
alike, and even stayed around for a second viewing.
We saw 89 species for the weekend, which included
11 raptor species, only three shorebird species, and
a majority of bushbirds. As is increasingly the case
however, birds were relatively thin on the ground,
and several common species were missed, such as
Eurasian Coot and Grey Teal. Often too, only single
birds were sighted, when these species naturally
move in family groups. The method of listing bird
species perhaps misrepresents a bigger picture—that
of declining bird numbers across the board.
On a brighter note, the prize of a bottle of wine for
best guess of the number of species went to Ben
Thornton—a new member to the group—so well
done, Ben!

Back again. After Mount Gibson I headed further north for a few weeks,
stopping at various places. One spot by a waterhole on the Roebourne
Wittenoom Road which is the road that leads to Millstream National
Park yielded 52 species in a few hours including this Horsfield’s Bushlark,
a species which doesn’t usually stay still for too long but this one was
happy to pose. The location was near the abovementioned road about 30
km south-east of Roebourne. I camped overnight here, not a bad place.
Photo by Peter White
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The first campout of the year is a joyful experience
not only because of the birds we so love to see, but
because of the chance to reconnect with birding
friends from near and far. This campout was no
exception, and big ‘thank yous’ go to Andrew and Jill
Hobbs, who led us so ably, and allowed so many of
us to participate.
Rose Ferrell
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BROOME BIRD OBSERVATORY
Broome finished 2017 with a count of 243
species recorded, and with early signs of a
consecutive above average wet season, 2018 is
set to be another bumper year. Excellent birding,
therefore, is expected during BirdLife Australia’s
Congress and Campout to be held in Broome in
September—register your interest via the BBO’s
website now!
Two tropical cyclones in quick succession, Hilda then Joyce,
dumped 60% of Broome’s annual rainfall between them, and
we still have a couple of potentially wet months to come.
Unfortunately, all of this rain means the BBO has been closed
since late-December, and awaits the re-opening of Crab
Creek Road once the rather deep pools of water subside.
However, the persistent cloud, ocean breeze and rain
equates to very pleasant temperatures, with some days only
reaching the high 20s!

Our new interpretive centre, generously donated
by Woodside Energy, was installed in early
December, just before the first rains would have
flooded Crab Creek Road and prevented access
by the trucks that brought the building in. The
BBO Management Committee is currently seeking
professional design ideas for the interior of the
building, which will obviously have a strong
shorebird theme!
The northward migration is just around the corner, and it
won’t be long until our shorebirds moult into their stunning
breeding attire and go into a feeding frenzy to fatten up for
the journey ahead. We very much look forward to describing
this incredible spectacle in the next issue of WABN.
BBO Wardens

With Roebuck Plains in flood, we anticipate Australian
Painted-snipe will return to breed, and with luck fledge
as many young as last year. Whiskered Terns and Pied
(Black-winged) Stilts are showing early signs of nesting,
and a number of Intermediate Egrets have red breeding
flush to their bills. Oriental Pratincoles and a few straggling
Australian Pratincoles are enjoying the abundant insect life.
The birding highlights of the quarter comprised a Grey
Wagtail at a resort in Broome (found by an interstate birder,
but twitched by the locals), a Eurasian Curlew at Bush Point,
and two species of swift (House Swifts, and unidentified
swiftlets) brought into Broome by Cyclone Joyce.
House Swifts were seen at most locations in Broome
(including the BBO) over a two-day period, with one very
unfortunate individual colliding with a building in Cable
Beach—a specimen now destined for the Western Australian
Museum. In amongst the many House Swifts (at times at
least 40 could be seen—record counts for Australia), were
the more diminutive and less-identifiable swiftlets. The
swiftlets were mostly a darkish brown overall, with lighter
rumps and undersides, and tails with a distinct fork—the
contenders being the Edible-nest Swiftlet (a highly variable
species found in Indonesia), or the migratory Himalayan
Swiftlet. Consensus is forming around the latter.
Other scarce birds have included a pair of Eastern (Pacific)
Koels seen and heard at a wetland near Willie Creek,
possibly the first to be found near Broome. An Australasian
Shoveler and Freckled Duck were at Nimalaica on the same
day. Other ‘goodies’ included two Pectoral Sandpipers and a
Ruff at Taylors Lagoon.
At the observatory, up to three Oriental Cuckoos were
seen regularly through most of January. Barn Swallows are
numbering in their hundreds, and regularly pass over the
BBO in the afternoons, usually with Tree Martins and the
occasional Pacific Swift. At this time of year, the scarce Redrumped Swallow can be found within these aerial feeding
flocks, and hopefully by the next update we will have added
them to the BBO’s year list. Another highlight has been a
pair of Australian Owlet-nightjars that reside within a roost
hollow along our firebreak, peering out of their holes each
afternoon to catch the last rays of sun.
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Discover Albany’s birds,
beaches, walks and wildflowers.

3 brm olde worlde s/c
holiday accom situated
on the banks of Oyster Harbour,
on the outskirts of Albany.
Just like Grandma’s place!
Close to King & Kalgan Rivers,
amazing beaches, national parks,
walks & wildflowers.
Free WiFi and starter b/fast included.
Ph 08 9844 7744 or 0448 835 774
www.stayz.com.au/148040

A Bird Lovers’ Paradise.
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EYRE BIRD OBSERVATORY
Our stint at Eyre Bird Observatory continues. The
summer was the time we had booked our stay at
Eyre, the extra months of September and October
2017 we took on to fill in where others had to pull
out. On Kanidal Beach the breeding birds’ fledglings
developed into wobbly chicks. The Red-capped Plover
chicks were still seen running at the beginning of
November, but their development from runners to
juveniles was more difficult to observe than the chicks of the
Australian Pied Oystercatchers. Their wobbly chicks with big,
fluffy rear ends heading for the fore dune was a common
sight on our beach runs. The next stage of the Australian
Pied Oystercatchers was a bit more subtle as they fledged
and became constant companions to their parent birds. We
photographed the parents catching beach worms which were
quickly passed to the growing chicks. Juvenile Australian Pied
Oystercatchers slowly lose their all black look, and beaks
and legs became redder as the months went by. The adults
were as bright as usual with red, red lipstick beaks and red
stockings, all the hallmarks of adulthood and as though they
have a rite of passage like people. They can come home
with red eyes after a big night out. Not only Australian Pied
but Sooty Oystercatchers were also seen in big groups of
around 30 at Wader Beach on the way to Twilight Cove, and
occasionally at Nine Mile.
The beach showed us plenty of other species through the
summer months. Hundreds of Silver Gulls continued to be
present around Nine Mile, at the west end of Kanidal Beach.
Pacific Gull numbers grew over the months with 14 in one
group in early January. A mixture of juveniles and adults
made up these groups. We saw very young ones which were
very dark with no mottled feathers through all the stages
to some showing almost adult plumage; they looked a little
grubby in the white areas but had black wings.
Through November more Pied Cormorants were seen around
Nine Mile and also at Twilight Cove; in amongst the groups
of up to seven were often a couple of Little Black Cormorants
as well. Our little troupe of Grey Teal continued to show up
now and again, taking to the sea when vehicles approached
and as ducks do in the bath tub, bobbed up and down on the
choppy shore break.
The beach had more surprises for us, with the beautiful sight
of seven Red-necked Avocets feeding on the shore. Their
wonderful lolloping flight with legs out behind, the pattern of
the group made for a scene from a Japanese style painting.
Long legs belonged to our Pied Stilts as well, present on and
off along Kanidal Beach. Sometimes they
were adults and other times a number of
juveniles yet to get their black napes.
An unusual sighting in the dried weed
banks at Nine Mile were two young Masked
Lapwings. Careful observations showing
the mask not covering the top of the beak,
we wondered if we were seeing a new or
different species, certainly they were well
known to us having seen them on all the
playing fields around Sydney. At Nine Mile
the constant heaps of weed that were
stinky, rotting masses were the regular
haunt of the tail bobbing Australasian
Pipits, and many were seen each time we
did the weekly beach count.

Not only did we have a variety on the beach, the
bushbirds were prolific as ever. Changes in the
numbers were evident as the summer progressed.
Hot days, of which there were a few, brought huge
numbers of honeyeaters to the bird baths. New
Holland Honeyeaters still dominated the area but
with changing food sources we observed many
more Singing Honeyeaters arriving for a drink. Red
Wattlebirds diminished in numbers such that in December
and January 2018 we saw very few. Brown-headed
Honeyeater numbers were on the rise, and sightings of a
dozen at a time were not uncommon but Brown Honeyeaters
were on the decline and we saw only a couple a day.
Purple-gaped Honeyeaters were spotted during the Field
Studies Course and on closer inspection of two of our
photos we realised we had one at the south bird bath and
one feeding on blossoms. Silvereyes, as usual, were in
numbers too great to count, and hundreds and hundreds
were seen on the hotter days. One of our favourite birds,
the Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater, was singing all through the
spring months and appeared almost daily but, like others,
diminished in numbers. They most likely were foraging
further from the observatory and with more rain in the area
they didn’t need to come to the bird baths as often.
A trip to Burnabbie along the rough and washed out track
found White-winged Fairy-wrens, Golden Whistlers and
more beautiful Rainbow Bee-eaters. We were surprised and
interested in the bee-eater nest burrows, as we thought they
would be in the side of a bank but the ones we saw were
just a hole into the slightly sloping ground. The numbers
of Rainbow Bee-eaters grew from small groups to large
flocks flying around the observatory in January, with 20 or
more at a time whizzing around catching bugs on the wing.
Unfortunately, they didn’t seem to eat the European bees
that swarm about the bird baths on hot days.
The Australian Ravens were here in small numbers in
October and November, but in December we saw an influx
of dozens more. We wondered if it was a lack of road kill on
Eyre Highway or whether they tired of the meat diet and had
to detox at the coast. Family groups dominated, one or two
of adults and two and three juveniles accompanying them,
some still begging for food with wide pink/red gapes and
a bare bit of pale skin under their beaks. The antics at the
bird baths were great to see, the adults getting first drinks,
followed by the giant chicks that hopped up one branch, then
another to reach the top of the perch sticks before flying off.
It was very predictable behaviour and a good opportunity for

Pied Stilt, Eyre (see also p56). Photo by Rachel Hill
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the budding photographers to get a launching flight shot or
maybe just blue sky and vacant perch.
Two, four or six Wedge-tailed Eagles were seen working
the updraft at the escarpment, effortless gliding in the ever
present wind of Eyre. Just when we reached the top of the
track the majestic birds would swoop by, the passenger and
driver were concentrating on the precipice and unable to
grab the camera in time as they flew away, east or west, as
the wind would take them. Brown Falcons, Brown Goshawks
and the busy, smaller Collared Sparrowhawks visited the
bird baths on occasions, and all bets were off as the little
bushbirds disappeared and the raptors took their long and
deliberate baths. One Brown Goshawk stayed around wet
through and preened for around an hour one day. Grey
Butcherbirds were present through November, just a few
nearby and at Burnabbie. In January the parents brought
the brood to the observatory, and we enjoyed watching four
juveniles all together at the south stone bird bath. November
gave us a total of 86 species and December 71 species.
Rachel and Nick Hill

Juvenile Australian Pied Oystercatchers, Eyre. Photo by Rachel
Hill

Coming events
Important note re campouts
Members anticipating attending campouts must notify the BirdLife WA Office (9383 7749) of the number in their party and when
they will arrive.
If you are unsure, put your name down as you can always cancel.
An emergency contact number should also be provided in case of accident.

New members
Please let the leaders know that you are a new member and don’t hesitate to ask for assistance with bird sightings.

Saturday 3 to Monday 5 March:
Labour Day campout, Cheyne
Beach, Albany
Cheyne Beach is a fishing village on
the edge of Waychinicup National Park,
east of Albany. It has a caravan park
with cabins as well as caravan and
camping facilities. When you book your
camp site, please mention that you
are with BirdLife Australia, as an area
has been reserved for us. Cabins will
be popular for that weekend and there
is a minimum 4-day booking, so book
early. The Cheynes Beach Caravan Park
phone number is 9846 1247 and their
postal address is 12 Bald Island Road.
WA 6328.
The area has a good selection of bird
species, including the hard to find
endemics, such as Western Whipbird,
Western Bristlebird and Noisy Scrubbird. We cannot guarantee seeing all
the above, but it will be fun trying.
Cheynes Beach is part of the Two
Peoples Bay Key Biodiversity Area
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(KBA) for Flesh-footed Shearwater,
Australasian Bittern, Carnaby’s BlackCockatoo, Red-capped Parrot, Western
Rosella, Rock Parrot, Noisy Scrubbird, Red-winged Fairywren, Western
Spinebill, Western Bristlebird, Western
Thornbill, Western Whipbird, Whitebreasted Robin, Red-eared Firetail.
If you wish to participate in this
campout please notify BWA office on
9383 7749 with the number of people
attending.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Sue Abbotts

Saturday 3 March: Wellard
Wetlands, Baldivis
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the entrance to
Wellard Wetlands on the northern
side of Bertenshaw Road, 1 km from
St Albans Road. Coming from Perth,
turn left off Kwinana Freeway into

Mundijong Road, then right into St
Albans Road and right into Bertenshaw
Road. There should be plenty of
bushbirds and waterbirds here, as well
as several species of raptors.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Charles Merriam

Saturday 10 March: Craigie
Bushland, Craigie
Photogroup activity
Meet at 7:30 am at the overflow (rear)
car park at Craigie Leisure Centre,
Whitfords Avenue, Craigie. From
Mitchell Freeway turn west at the
Whitfords Avenue exit and take the first
road on the right into Craigie Leisure
Centre. Turn left into the car park, drive
to the end to the Overflow Parking
sign. Turn right and park towards the
back nearer the feral proof fence.
Coming from the west on Whitfords
Avenue take first right after Gibson
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Avenue lights. Craigie Bushland is a 40
hectare conservation park surrounded
by feral proof fencing and supports
a re-introduced Quenda population,
banksia woodland, eucalypts, grass
trees, hakeas, grevilleas, and many
birds including parrots, cockatoos,
honeyeaters, owls and raptors. Craigie
Bushland is part of the Northern Swan
Coastal Plain Key Biodiversity Area
(KBA) for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo.
Bring a chair and morning tea to have
while we do a bird list.
Members and guests only.
Leader: Diane Court

Saturday 10 March: Half-day
excursion, Beenup wetlands, Scott
River
See the Cape to Cape report, p35, for
details.

Williamson Street and right at Leake
Street. Follow Leake Street until it
terminates at the car park. We will
walk around the main lake in the bird
sanctuary and should see a variety of
waterbirds.

further assessment of cat diet across
the urban to rural gradient.

For members and the general public.

The campout will be based at the
Hopetoun Caravan Park, on the south
coast. There is good birding in the
surrounding area, which includes the
Fitzgerald River National Park, the
ocean and the estuary. This is also a
chance to see one or two south coast
rarities.

Leader: Peter White
Sunday 18 March: Bibra Lake,
Cockburn
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the first car
park at the southern end of the lake
off Progress Drive. This car park is
between Hope Road and Gwilliam Drive.
Bibra Lake is a part of the Beeliar
Wetlands chain and a large number of
bushbirds and waterbirds can be seen
here. Over 130 bird species have been
recorded in this reserve. Bring water,
hats, suitable footwear, etc.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Alan Watson

Sunday 11 March: Lake Gwelup,
Stirling
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park at the
corner of Stoneman Street and Huntriss
Road, north of Karrinyup Road. We
should see waterbirds and bushbirds,
and raptors are often seen here. Lake
Gwelup is within the Northern Swan
Coastal Key Biodiversity Area (KBA) for
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Peter White

Tuesday 13 March: Albany Bird
Group
More details about destinations, where
to meet, etc, will be made available
on BWA e-news. You can also check
the Albany Bird Group’s website and
Facebook page:
http://sites.google.com/site/
albanybirds/Home
Excursion leader will be Anne Bondin
(PH: 9844 1793).
Thursday 15 March: Eric Singleton
Bird Reserve, Bayswater
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park
on Bellevue Street. Travelling away
from the city on Guildford Road, turn
right at Garratt Road and then left at

Friday 30 March to Monday 2 April:
Easter campout, Hopetoun

BirdLife WA has been able to book 15
powered sites at the Hopetoun Caravan
Park and there are a number of other
accommodation options in Hopetoun.
Please phone Hopetoun Caravan Park
on 9838 3096 and say you are with
BirdLife to book your campsite.
If you wish to participate in this
campout please notify BirdLife WA
office on 9383 7749 with the number
of people attending. Numbers will be
limited to 25 people.
For members and guests only.

Friday 23 March: Peel-Mandurah
Branch excursion, Wellard
Wetlands
For details, contact Peel-Mandurah
Branch: Bob Paterson: peelbirds1@tpg.
com.au.
Sunday 25 March: Herdsman Lake,
Stirling
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the Maurice Hamer
car park. Turn off Pearson Street into
Falcon Avenue, then right into Lakeside
Road. The car park is on the left,
opposite Heron Place. This is one of the
waterbird refuges which never dries up
and 140 species have been recorded
here. Bring your telescope if you have
one.
For members and guests only.

Leader: Sue Abbotts

Friday 30 March to Monday 2 April:
Easter campout, Busselton
Busselton is a popular campout
destination with two bird hides,
the Vasse-Wonnerup Estuaries, the
Broadwater, Meelup, Cape Naturaliste
and Ambergate Reserve providing
diverse habitats where 121 species
were seen on our last stay in 2014.
BirdLife WA has booked ten powered
sites at the Four Seasons Caravan Park,
484 Caves Road, Busselton. A condition
of booking over the Easter weekend
is that you book for four nights
(Thursday/Sunday). Please phone them

Leader: Claire Gerrish

Monday 26 March: Bold Park Eco
Centre, 167 Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Heather M. Crawford, BSc Zoology,
Murdoch University, will give a talk on
“Suburban cats”. Heather is a final year
PhD candidate at Murdoch University.
She was surprised to find that cats
from the study consumed 7x the native
wildlife that foxes ate during summerautumn months. Her work has included
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Black-tailed Native-hen. Photo: WABN
Digital Library (Barry Heinrich)
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on 9755 4082 and say you are with
BirdLife WA to book your campsite.
If you wish to participate in this
campout please notify the BirdLife WA
office on 9383 7749 with the number of
people attending, mobile number and
email address. Details will be sent out
prior to the campout.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Christine Wilder

Saturday 31 March: Bungendore
Park, Bedfordale
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the car park for
Bungendore Park on Admiral Road.
From Albany Highway, turn right
into Admiral Road and follow this
to the car park on the right which
is approximately 1 km from Albany
Highway.

Common Bronzewing, Augusta. Photo by Caroline Mynott

There is a good variety of bushbirds
including some not often seen near
Perth such as Western Yellow Robin and
Rufous Treecreeper. Bungendore Park
is part of the Araluen-Wungong Key
Biodiversity Area (KBA) for Carnaby’s
Black-Cockatoo and Baudin’s BlackCockatoo.

sites. Please let the BWA office know
if you can help with this survey, 9383
7749.

For members and guests only.

Saturday 7 April: Woodman Point,
Cockburn
Jaeger watch

Leader: Robyn Pickering

Friday 6 April to Monday 9: GCC,
Stirling Range
This campout will focus on collecting
data on roosting black-cockatoos in
the Stirling Range. Ten camp sites
have been reserved at Stirling Range
Retreat, phone 9827 9229. There
is also camping at Moingup Springs
Campground on Chester Pass Road. We
will meet on Friday 5:00 pm at Stirling
Range Retreat to allocate roost survey
sites. Please let the BWA office know
if you can help with this survey, 9383
7749.
For members and general public.
Leader: Sue Mather

Friday 6 April to Monday 9: GCC,
Cheyne’s Beach
This campout will focus on collecting
data on roosting black-cockatoos in the
Cheyne’s Beach area. Ten camp sites
have been reserved at Cheyne’s Beach
Caravan Park, phone 9846 1247. We
will meet on Friday 5:00 pm at the
caravan park to allocate roost survey
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For members and general public.
Leader: Brendan Kinsella

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park at
Woodman Point on Jervoise Bay. Turn
right off Cockburn Road, into O’Kane
Court, then left into Jervoise Bay Cove,
and almost immediately right into
Woodman Point Road. Drive to the end
of the road and take the last left to the
car park.
This excursion has been timed to
coincide with the northward jaeger
migration. We will look for the three
species of jaegers and other birds at
the spit. We will spend 2-3 hours sea
watching on Woodman Point. Bring
your telescope if you have one.
For members and guests only.

a good chance of seeing spoonbills, ibis
and maybe crakes and rails. There is
lots of bushland around, so good small
bushbirds plus the usual river birds
such as darters, cormorants, pelicans
etc and often raptors overhead. Over
40 species have been seen here over
a period of time and Mistletoebirds
abound in breeding season!
Members and guests only.
Leader: Lesley Macauley

Tuesday 10 April: Albany Bird
Group excursion
An excursion will take place on 10 April.
More details about destinations, where
to meet etc. will be made available on
BAWA e-news. You can also check the
Albany Bird Group’s website http://
sites.google.com/site/albanybirds/
Home
and Facebook page. Excursion leader
will be Anne Bondin (albanybirds@
hotmail.com). Feel free to contact the
branch for further information.

Leader: Martin Cake
Saturday 14 April: Lake Coogee,
Munster
Half-day excursion

Sunday 8 April: Photogroup
excursion, Ashfield Flats,
Bassendean
Two-hour excursion
Meet at 7.30 am at the car park at
the end of West Rd. A good spot for
photography by the river and easy
walks with wetlands beside the river so

Meet at 8:00 am in Fawcett Road, 100
m from Mayor Road. Nearly 100 species
of birds have been seen on and around
the lake, including nine raptors. It is a
large lake and has a path right around
it so some people may wish to do the
full circuit.
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For members and the general public.
Leaders: Jan and Dave Crossley

Wednesday 18 April: Tomato Lake,
Kewdale
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am near the small
tearooms at Tomato Lake off Oats
Street, Kewdale. Travelling south along
Orrong Road turn left into Oats Street
and about 800 m on the right there is
a driveway into the parking area. Bring
morning tea.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Ian Wallace

50 photos of rare birds and birds not
usually seen by Western Australians.
The talk will be entitled “A brief
but rewarding birding trip to N/W
Queensland during the wet”. Two
birding buddies organised a trip to
Cairns, Kingfisher Lodge and the
Daintree during the wet season just to
see what birds were there at that time.

Monday 23 to Sunday 29 April:
Anzac Day campout, Cave Hill and
Jilbadji
Proposed Great Western
Woodlands survey program
See Notices, p31, for details.

Friday 27 April: Peel-Mandurah
Branch excursion
Wellard Wetlands

Sunday 22 April: Ellis Brook,
Gosnells
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am at the corner of
Gosnells Road and Bygum Lane, Martin.
We will walk up the steep path to the
top of the falls which provides great
views of the Swan Coastal Plain. It
is a popular area where a variety of
bushbirds can be seen, some of them
not often seen near Perth, such as Redeared Firetail, Red-winged Fairy-wren
and Red-capped and Scarlet Robin.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Clive Nealon

Monday 23 April: Bold Park Eco
Centre, 165 Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Maris Lauva will give us a presentation
which would include probably around

For details, contact Peel-Mandurah
Branch: Bob Paterson: peelbirds1@tpg.
com.au
Saturday 28 April: Victoria
Reservoir, Canning Mills
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park beside
the information board at the entrance
to the dam. From Perth, travel east
along Welshpool Road and Welshpool
Road East to the T-junction at Canning
Road, turn right and travel for about
400 m to Masonmill Road. Turn right
into Masonmill Road and continue
along this road for about 600 m,
following the signs to the dam past the
Masonmill Gardens function centre, to
the entrance to the car park. We will
follow the walking track down to the
dam. This walk is of moderate length,

perhaps 5 km, but it does contain some
steep steps that need to be negotiated
both down and then up, so it does
require a moderate level of fitness.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Claire Gerrish

Sunday 6 May: Ray Marshall Park,
Viveash
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park of Ray
Marshall Park. Go to the end of First
Avenue, off Great Eastern Highway,
just east of Governor Stirling Senior
High School. We will take a morning
walk along the John George Trail that
runs beside the Swan River. On the
return walk, we will divert to a swampy
area 250 m off the track, and this will
usually add up to six extra species to
the list.
The walk includes big river gums,
waterbirds along the river, and the walk
to the swamp mentioned above.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Peter White

Sunday 6 May: Cape to Cape
evening excursion – Owling,
Margaret River
See the Cape to Cape report, p35, for
details.

Tuesday 8 May: Albany Bird Group
excursion
More details about destinations, where
to meet etc. will be made available on
BAWA e-news. You can also check the

Quality of digital photographs
IMPORTANT —PLEASE READ!

When submitting photos for use in WABN, please send a high quality image, eg, 300
ppi, with a file size of at least 600 kb (preferably over 1 mb).
It is suggested that the settings on your digital camera be changed to the maximum resolution
(setting).
Another area that could cause a problem is that some e-mail programs automatically reduce the
file size, so these settings could be adjusted to maintain the original file size.
When e-mailing images, please attach them to an e-mail and not embedded in a Word
document or in the e-mail itself.
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Albany Bird Group’s website http://
sites.google.com/site/albanybirds/
Home
and Facebook page. Excursion leader
will be Anne Bondin (albanybirds@
hotmail.com). Feel free to contact the
branch for further information.

Saturday 12 May: Lake Goollelal,
Kingsley
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am at the car park on
Woodlake Retreat. From the junction of
Wanneroo Road and Hepburn Avenue,
travel north on Wanneroo Road to the
first set of traffic lights and turn left
into Woodlake Retreat. The car park is
50 m from the turn off.
This lake offers a good selection of
bushbirds and waterbirds. It is part of
the Northern Swan Coastal Plain Key
Biodiversity Area (KBA) for Carnaby’s
Black-Cockatoo. Bring your telescope if
you have one.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Clive Nealon

Monday 14 to Sunday 20 May:
Fraser Range and Dundas campout
– proposed Great Western
Woodlands survey
See Notices, p31, for details.

Thursday 17 May: The Spectacles,
Kwinana
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am in the car park in
McLaughlan Road. Proceed along
Kwinana Freeway and turn right
(west) into Anketell Road. Travel
approximately 2 km then turn left into
McLaughlan Road. A good variety of
bushbirds including Grey Currawong
can be found here.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Maris Lauva

Saturday 19 May: Yangebup Lake,
Cockburn
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in Parkes Street. Turn
into Osprey Drive from North Lake
Road and immediately turn into Parkes
Street. Parkes Street now only runs
for about 200 m before being shut
off. Park in this area and walk to the
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Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo. Photo: WABN Digital Library (Raana Scott)

barrier across the road. There should
be a good variety of waterbirds and
bushbirds. Bring your scope if you have
one.
For members and guests only.

Friday 25 May: Peel-Mandurah
Branch excursion, Marlee Reserve
For details, contact Peel-Mandurah
Branch: Bob Paterson: peelbirds1@tpg.
com.au.

Leader: Robyn Pickering

Sunday 20 May: Photogroup
activity, Lake Claremont
Meet at 8.00 am in the car park at the
end of Stirling Road, Claremont.
The area in which Lake Claremont is
located was originally a large wetland
area which was abundant in plant
and animal life. It is located within a
reserve which covers an area of 70
ha, with approximately 16 ha of open
water. There are over 87 recorded
species of birds at Lake Claremont.
Three of the most common waterbirds
include Pacific Black Duck, Grey Teal
and Eurasian Coot. We will also hope
to see the Black-fronted Dotterel, Buffbanded Rail, Australian Spotted Crake
and possibly a raptor or two.

Sunday 27 May: Yanchep National
Park
Half-day excursion

Members and guests only.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Tony Richards

Meet at the Lakeview picnic area inside
the park at 9:00 am. Entry is $12 per
vehicle or $6 per vehicle for seniors.
Proceed through the entrance gate and
go left at the roundabout. There is a
large parking area and I suggest we
meet near the covered barbecue area
which is adjacent to the toilet block.
There should be a variety of bushbirds
and waterbirds. Yanchep National Park
is part of the Northern Swan Coastal
Plain IBA for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo.

Leader: Sue Abbotts
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Monday 28 May: Bold Park Eco
Centre, 165 Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Brooke Richards will talk about his
Honours research on Carnaby’s BlackCockatoos which he completed in
2016. He researched environmental
offset use in Western Australia using
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos as a case
study. In WA, offsets compensating
for the loss of Carnaby’s habitat are
the most common offset as there has
been a large loss of critical habitat to
make way for developments. As habitat
loss is one of the largest threats to
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos, it was
important to investigate how these
offsets have been applied and what
exactly they have been delivering. This
is what his research investigated.

Saturday 2 June to Monday 4 June:
Western Australia Day campout,
Dongara
Dongara is 358 km north of Perth.
We will stay at the Seaspray Beach
Caravan Park, Church Street, which
is on the ocean beach front near the
mouth of the Irwin River. To reach the
caravan park, turn off Brand Highway
into Morten Terrace, Dongara, which
runs into Church Street.
Over 100 species have been seen in the
area, which includes riverine woodland,
beach, low heath and banksias.
One day we will go out to Coalseam
Conservation Park and to Ellendale
Pool.
Book your own accommodation by
phoning 9927 1165.
Numbers will be limited to 30 members
so please register at the BirdLife WA
office on 9383 4479.

Sunday 10 June: Tom Bateman
Reserve, Thornlie
Half-day excursion

Thursday 21 June: Lake Monger,
Cambridge
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am beside the
playground/sporting complex at the
corner of Nicholson and Wilfred Roads
(car park entry is off Wilfred Road).

Meet at 8:00 am at the car park
opposite the Speech and Hearing
Centre in Dodd Street, which runs off
Harbourne Street. NB: This is on the
opposite side of Lake Monger from
where we usually meet. The walk
around the lake will take 2-3 hours.
This is a good opportunity to see many
species of ducks, waterbirds and some
bushbirds. Resident Variegated Fairywrens are often seen.

We will look at a series of wetlands
constructed to remove nutrients from
water draining into the Canning River.
We will also look at small bushland
areas if they are accessible. Rubber
boots may be a good idea, and insect
repellent.
Bring morning tea to have while we do
a combined bird list.

Saturday 2 June: Manning Lake,
Spearwood
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park,
Azelia Road, opposite the Azelia Ley
Homestead Museum, on the western
side of the lake. This is a semipermanent wetland, with a fringe
of paperbark trees, noted for its
waterbirds. Bushbirds are also plentiful
in the reserve and in bush to the west.
For members and the general public.

Leader: Sue Abbotts

For members and guests only.
Leaders: George and Pam Agar

Sunday 10 June: Photogroup
workshop: Canon Digital Photo
Professional Software
The workshop will be held in the
Meeting Room, BirdLife Western
Australia Office, Bold Park, 2.00 – 3.30
pm.
See Notices, p33, for details.

Tuesday 12 June: Albany Bird
Group excursion
An excursion will take place on 12 June.
More details about destinations, where
to meet etc. will be made available on
BAWA e-news. You can also check the
Albany Bird Group’s website http://
sites.google.com/site/albanybirds/
Home
and Facebook page. Excursion leader
will be Anne Bondin (albanybirds@
hotmail.com). Feel free to contact the
branch for further information.

Members and guests only.
Leader: Sue Abbotts

For members and guests only.

Saturday 16 June: Flynn Road,
Mundaring
Half/full-day excursion
Meet at 9:00 am at the corner of Flynn
Road and Great Eastern Highway, about
10 km past Sawyers Valley or 1 km on
the Perth side of The Lakes (the York
turnoff). We will look at several areas of
Wandoo woodland. Species seen here
include Western Yellow Robin, Restless
Flycatcher and Painted Button-quail.
Bring morning tea that you can carry.
Bring lunch if you would like continue
with us at a further area nearby.
For members and guests only.

Leader: John Brooke
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 165 March 2018

Leader: Charles Merriam

Friday 22 June: Peel-Mandurah
Branch excursion, Erskine Lakes
For details, contact Peel-Mandurah
Branch: Bob Paterson: peelbirds1@tpg.
com.au,

Sunday 24 June: Bull Creek
Wetlands
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at Brockman Park
Reserve. Travel along Leach Highway
and turn south into Karel Avenue then
turn right into Brockman Avenue. Turn
right into Stringfellow Drive, then first
right into Mossman Crescent.
This walk follows Bull Creek, then winds
in behind the playing fields of All Saints
College, then on through Reg Bourke
Reserve and finally around Richard
Lewis Park, which is a Lions Club
rehabilitation project and memorial
arboretum.
The creek has flooded gums, Jarrah,
Marri, paperbark and casuarinas along
its banks. Splendid Fairy-wren, Western
Wattlebird, White-faced Heron and
Yellow-rumped Thornbill have been
recorded here.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Sue Keogh

Monday 25 June: Bold Park Eco
Centre, 165 Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Jim Maher will give a talk on “How
aboriginal people interact with birds”.
Learn about sustainability of species,
totems, Nyungar names and skin
groups as well as some of his personal
stories and encounters.
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Saturday 30 June: Jandakot
Regional Park, Harrisdale
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am in the car park at
Carey Baptist College, Wright Road,
Harrisdale. Park near to Wright Road.
We will cross the road to access the
park through a gap gate.
This reserve has good tracks
throughout with varied vegetation
including wetland areas which may
have some water in them if we
have had enough winter rain. Many
bushbirds have been seen including
Splendid Fairy-wren, Western Spinebill,
White-browed Scrub-wren, Grey
Shrike-thrush, Fan-tailed and Shining
Bronze-Cuckoos, Red-capped Parrot
and Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo. Wetland
species are also a possibility, as are
several species of raptor.
For members and guests only.

Friday 24 August: Peel-Mandurah
Group excursion, Coolup

Friday 26 October: Peel-Mandurah
Group excursion, Dwellingup

Contact Bob Paterson peelbirds1@tpg.
com.au for details.

Contact Bob Paterson peelbirds1@tpg.
com.au for details.

Monday 24 to Friday 28 September:
Karroun Hill campout – proposed
Great Western Woodlands survey.
The GWW survey will follow on
after the Remlap campout
See Notices, p31, for details.

Friday 23 November: PeelMandurah Group excursion, Lake
Mealup
Contact Bob Paterson peelbirds1@tpg.
com.au for details.

Friday 6 December: Peel-Mandurah
Group Sundowner
Contact Bob Paterson peelbirds1@tpg.
com.au for details.

Friday 28 September: PeelMandurah Group excursion,
Goodale Sanctuary
Contact Bob Paterson peelbirds1@tpg.
com.au for details.

Leader: Debbie Walker

Friday 27 July: Peel-Mandurah
Group excursion, Hamel-Eco Park,
the old nursery
Contact Bob Paterson peelbirds1@tpg.
com.au for details.

Monday 8 to Thursday 11 October:
Transline campout, proposed Great
Western Woodlands survey
See Notices, p31, for details.

Volunteers’ Christmas Luncheon, December 2017: Mike and Mandy Bamford. Photo
by Sue Mather (see also p16 for presentation to Wendy Napier)
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Fan-tailed Cuckoo. Photo: WABN Digital
Library ( Georgina Steytler)
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Brush Bronzewing. Photo: WABN Digital Library (Barry Heinrich)

Red-kneed Dotterel. Photo: WABN Digital
Library (John McMullan)

Orange Chat. Photo: WABN Digital Library (Mike
Bouette

Western Whipbird. Photo: WABN Digital Library (Steve Elson)

Crossword No. 34
answers

Advertising rates in
Western Australian Bird Notes
(subject to change without notice)

ACROSS

Full colour (A4 page size):

DOWN

Black-and-white:

2 team, 5 calm, 8 sand, 9 community, 11 donor, 12
emerge, 13 record, 14 pilfer, 16 start, 17 alarm, 19
career, 21 noise, 22 era, 24 storage, 25 eagerly, 26
megapode.
1 random, 3 mimicry, 4 finance, 6 any, 7 megabacteria,
9 congregate, 10 territory, 12 Esperance, 15 leading, 18
misty, 20 eyrie, 23 raid, 24 sly.
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$200.00 one-off, or
$150.00 per page
if placed in four
consecutive issues
¼ page: $35.00
½ page: $55.00
A4 page $100.00
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Calendar of events
BirdLife Western Australia
Western Australian Bird Notes

Sat 3 Mar: Wellard Wetlands, Baldivis, Half-day excursion
Sat 10 Mar: Craigie Bushland, Craigie, Photogroup activity

Subscription form
Are you joining BirdLife Australia for the first time, or renewing your
membership?
Do you wish to receive Western Australian Bird Notes?
If so, please complete the section below and send the appropriate fee to the
national office with your membership application.

Title

Sat 3 to Mon 5 Mar: Labour Day campout, Cheyne Beach,
Albany

First name

Sat 10 Mar: Half-day excursion, Beenup wetlands, Scott
River
Sun 11 Mar: Lake Gwelup, Stirling, Half-day excursion
Tue 13 Mar: Albany Bird Group
Thu 15 Mar: Eric Singleton Bird Reserve, Bayswater, Half-day
excursion
Sun 18 Mar: Bibra Lake, Cockburn, Half-day excursion
Fri 23 Mar: Peel-Mandurah Branch excursion - Wellard
Wetlands

Last name

Sun 25 Mar: Herdsman Lake, Stirling, Half-day excursion
Mon 26 Mar: Bold Park Eco Centre, 167 Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat, Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Fri 30 Mar to Mon 2 Apr: Easter campout, Hopetoun

Address

Fri 30 Mar to Mon 2 Apr: Easter campout, Busselton
Sat 31 Mar: Bungendore Park, Bedfordale, Half-day
excursion
Fri 6 to Mon 9 Apr: GCC, Stirling Range

Postcode
Phone (h)

(w)

Fri 6 to Mon 9 Apr: GCC, Cheyne’s Beach
Sat 7 Apr: Woodman Point, Cockburn, Jaeger watch
Sun 8 Apr: Photogroup excursion, Ashfield Flats,
Bassendean, Two-hour excursion
Tue 10 Apr: Albany Bird Group excursion
Sat 14 Apr: Lake Coogee, Munster, Half-day excursion
Wed 18 Apr: Tomato Lake, Kewdale, Half-day excursion

Email

Sun 22 Apr: Ellis Brook, Gosnells, Half-day excursion
Mon 23 Apr: Bold Park Eco Centre, 165 Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat, Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm

WABN subscription rate per annum

$24.00

Note: WABN subscription is only available with a BirdLife Australia
membership. For membership rates, contact BirdLife Australia.

Payment details
I enclose a cheque/money order payable to ‘BirdLife Australia’
OR
Debit my Mastercard

o

Visa

Mon 23 to Sun 29 Apr: Anzac Day campout, Cave Hill and
Jilbadji, Proposed Great Western Woodlands survey
program
Fri 27 Apr: Peel-Mandurah Branch excursion, Wellard
Wetlands
Sat 28 Apr: Victoria Reservoir, Canning Mills, Half-day
excursion
Sun 6 May: Ray Marshall Park, Viveash, Half-day excursion
Sun 6 May: Cape to Cape evening excursion, Owling,
Margaret River

o

Tue 8 May: Albany Bird Group excursion

___ ___ ___ ___

......../.........
Expiry date

___ ___ ___ ___

___ ___ ___ ___

___ ___ ___ ___

....................................................................
Cardholder’s name (please print)

Sat 12 May: Lake Goollelal, Kingsley, Half-day excursion
Mon 14 to Sun 20 May: Fraser Range and Dundas campout,
proposed Great Western Woodlands survey
Thu 17 May: The Spectacles, Kwinana, Half-day excursion
Sat 19 May: Yangebup Lake, Cockburn, Half-day excursion
Sun 20 May: Photogroup activity, Lake Claremont
Fri 25 May: Peel-Mandurah Branch excursion, Marlee Reserve

.......................................................................
Signature of Cardholder

Post to: BirdLife Australia Membership, 60 Leicester St, Carlton VIC 3053
or online: https://support.birdlife.org.au/birdlife/membership/subscriptions-au
or use the shortcut: https://goo.gl/yHgMw2
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Sun 27 May: Yanchep National Park, Half-day excursion
Mon 28 May: Bold Park Eco Centre, 165 Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat, Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Sat 2 to Mon 4 Jun: Western Australia Day campout,
Dongara
Sat 2 Jun: Manning Lake, Spearwood, Half-day excursion
Sun 10 Jun: Tom Bateman Reserve, Thornlie, Half-day
excursion
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Members in the field

A very pleasant relaxed outing at Clarkson Reserve (see
report, p41). Here we are at the west side of the water
playground and just starting to think about heading back
for morning tea. Photo by Penny Lee

The first contingent back for birdcall and morning tea: Waterford
Foreshore, Salter Point Excursion, 7 January 2018. Photo by Penny Lee

(left) Black-tailed Treecreeper,
and (right) Mangrove Grey Fantail,
Carnarvon (see WABBA report,
p37) Photos by Jennifer Donegan

Ruddy Turnstone bathing, Woodman Point. Photo by Ian Wallace
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Fairy Penguin, Penguin Island. Photo by Peter White
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Eyre Bird Observatory: Left: Australian Raven, and above: Major
Mitchell’s Cockatoo (see report, p45). Photos by Rachel Hill

(above left) Javan Pond Heron, West Island, Cocos Islands. The heron has been in the same paddock for three months now and is
very tame, it was all white on arrival but has now coloured up.
(above right) Silver-backed Needletail, Home Island, Cocos Islands. Photos by Geof Christie
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