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See page 22 for report on the Oriental Honey-buzzard.
Figure 2. Distribution of the Oriental Honey-buzzard
(from BirdLife International (2017)). Yellow = Northern
population (migratory), breeding area; Dark Green =
Resident population; Light Green = Passage zone.

Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater at Melangata Station,
Yalgoo, 23 September. A noisy group of these
were feeding in the creek bed. Photo by Ian
Wallace

Male Hooded Robin, Karijini (see report, page 17).
Photo by John McManus

Horsfield’s Bronze-cuckoo, Ellis Brook (see report, page 45). Photo by
Caroline Mynott

Front cover: Collage of photos taken during the BirdLife workshop at Matuwa (formerly Lorna Glen) (see report, page 4).
Photos by Neil Hamilton and Sue Mather
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Grey-crowned Babbler at the Granites–Mt
Magnet, 26 September. The group of babblers
didn’t fly away when we pulled up beside
them in the car and I poked my lens out
of the window, but they managed to make
photography quite difficult. Photo by Ian
Wallace
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MATUWA – TWO-WAY LEARNING
“Matuwa? I’ve never heard of it — where is it?” This oftheard question is usually closely followed by, “What is
BirdLife doing out there?” But Matuwa is the location for
one of BirdLife Western Australia’s (BWA) newest and
most exciting projects, and is well worth knowing about.
Matuwa, the 240 000-hectare former pastoral lease Lorna
Glen, falls across the boundary of Western Australia’s
Gascoyne and Murchison biogeographic regions and is
located 150 kilometres north-east of Wiluna. It is jointly
managed by the traditional owners, the Martu people,
and the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and
Attractions (DBCA). It forms part of the 600 000ha
Matuwa and Kurrara Kurrara (MKK) Indigenous Protected
Area (IPA). The vision for this area is “to make sure
it remains a place where Martu law and culture are
practiced and that country is made healthier” (Tarlka
Matuwa Piarku 2015). So BWA was out there on-country
alongside Martu people, placing traditional cultural
knowledge alongside scientific monitoring. Together we
were learning and sharing ways we can make this country
healthier for birds.

In an innovative step for BirdLife, this project focuses
on a remote area, and with an emphasis on bringing
together traditional knowledge and science-based
knowledge to promote increased understanding and
improved outcomes for all involved. Participation of
Martu elders, who have this knowledge and expertise,
was central to the delivery of this ‘two-way’ teaching and
learning program focusing on land conservation. The MKK
traditional owners hold significant knowledge about the
birds in this remote area and by working together this
knowledge can be passed onto future traditional owners
along with the scientific skills for gathering and recording
knowledge for the future. The science-based component
of this program focused on birds because they are good
indicators of what is happening with land conservation.

The two-week program began with a practical
demonstration by Martu leaders Robby Wongawol, Steven
Roderick, Cliff Cutter and Nathan Redmond, assisted
by Mo Pawero, the Ranger Coordinator from the Desert
Support Services. Robby demonstrated, cleverly using
a measuring tape as a timeline on the lawn, the 50 000
year old Aboriginal history in Australia compared to
This project comes on the back of a successful 2016 visit
by a small team from BWA. They made the over 1000 km historical events in Western culture. The Rossmoyne
Bushrangers suggested numerous events to go on this
trek to continue a long standing bird banding program,
timeline, such as the Roman Empire and Captain Cook’s
but also to learn about the Martu people’s link with this
arrival on the east coast of Australia but dramatically
land and their knowledge about the bird fauna to be
these events only filled a small fraction of the end of the
found there. Support was sought to extend this work,
timeline. As Mo said, “this
encompassing a two-way
timeline shows a continuous
learning process between the
history of looking after this
traditional owners and the
beautiful country”. Robby
wider community. Encouraged
talked about the ongoing
and supported by the
Aboriginal occupancy of the
Wiluna Remote Community
Western Desert as recently as
School, the CSIRO Science
the 1980s, when his people
Pathways for Indigenous
were still living off the land.
Communities program,
Warri and Yatungka were the
the DBCA Bush Ranger
last of the people to come
program and DBCA Goldfields
from the desert, coming into
Region, BWA applied for
Wiluna from the Karringrri
and received grant funding
claypan in 1977. The statue in
from the Norman Wettenhall
Wiluna depicting this couple
foundation to facilitate this
is an inspiration for his people
two-way learning project. The
to go back to country he said,
participants in this project
to look after it and to take
were the Rossmoyne Senior
their children to country. He
High School Bushrangers
Tegan Douglas (leader) with Rossmoyne Bushrangers,
finished by saying “we want
in the first week then the
Matuwa. Photo by Sue Mather
to move forward together
secondary school students
from the end of this timeline”.
from the Wiluna Remote
Community School in the second week. The aims of this
project were to:
1.

provide the city based Rossmoyne Bush Rangers
with opportunities to participate in activities with
traditional land owners, thereby gaining an on-ground
experience and understanding of a landscape remote
from their city experience; and

2.

facilitate collaboration between the Wiluna students,
Martu Traditional Owners, rangers and teachers
along with BWA to develop a simple, reproducible
bird guide for common birds of the MKK IPA. The
pamphlet will be used in Two-way Science educational
projects in MKK and nearby locations and by visitors
to the area.

Page 4

Following this, BWA Project Officer Tegan Douglas,
demonstrated basic bird identification skills, how to use
binoculars, how to monitor what birds they were seeing
with mist netting and bird-banding, how to monitor
bushbird populations with surveys, then putting this new
knowledge into action. The focus was on why and how we
monitor birds, the value of on-country conservation and
how to look for other signs of birds and other animals.
Simon Cherriman shared and explained his Wedgetailed Eagle (Aquila audax) research on country with the
students.
Practical sessions had students using binoculars then
making notes on birds seen around the homestead,
referring to field guides and phone apps for identification
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 164 December 2017
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then listing what had been seen. Female rangers from
the Martu community in Wiluna, led by Leena Long and
Rita Cutter, shared Martu language and knowledge,
helping Wiluna students piece together the information
they would need to create a comprehensive indigenous
bird field guide. Another practical session showed how
motion sensitive cameras are used to gather presence/
absence data and monitor colour-banded birds. Following
a session on how radio-tracking of fauna provides
information on what fauna eat, when awake, and how far
they move, the students’ radio-tracking skills were then
put to the test, as with great excitement they tracked
down the hidden location of a dead Common Bronzewing
(Phaps chalcoptera) that had been fitted with a radiotransmitter.
An exciting field trip to the Lindsay Gordon Lagoon
showed the students how to use a spotting ‘scope, how to
estimate and record big flocks of birds and the variability
of this landscape. They were rewarded with an estimated
500 ducks, clustered in tight flocks along the distant
shores, providing the opportunity of demonstrating how
to identify and count a large flock of birds. Field trips with
the Martu rangers proved invaluable as tracks and other
Aboriginal knowledge was shared with the students as we
moved around the country.
Another ornithological technique that had the students
intrigued was bird banding. Mist nets were set up in
the camping area and with many helpers, birds were
retrieved, measured, data recorded then given to the
students to release. There were many questions as birds
were examined in close detail.
The Bushranger group were set off on a walk to collect
Barn Owl (Tyto alba) pellets from under the bird’s roost
sites. These were brought back to camp and teased
apart with tweezers
as Bushrangers
extricated the secrets
of Barn Owl diet on
Martu country. They
found Zebra Finches
(Taeniopygia guttata),
an Australian Owletnightjar (Aegotheles
cristatus) skull,
house mice, small
native rodents and
marsupials.

Simon Cherriman during his raptor course, Matuwa. Photo by
Marion Massam

Both groups were
enthralled by raptor
researcher Simon
Cherriman, who
demonstrated how
birds of prey use the
arid landscape at
Matuwa. They were
equally impressed by
his demonstration of
tree climbing skills,
as he ascended a tree
to a Whistling Kite
(Haliastur sphenurus)
nest to measure
Wiluna group with Simon Cherriman, Matuwa. Photo by Neil Hamilton
this year’s brood of
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 164 December 2017
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young kites. The Martu students had the opportunity to
give Martu names to two Wedge-tailed Eagle chicks in
one nest, a male Djootabay, ‘wild and free’ and a female
Karibatu, ‘hungry’. Naming rights continued as a satellite
tagged chic was named Yapu, ‘rock’ after the rock
found on his eyrie and another male Kapiburror, ‘rainy
day’. Giving Martu names to these birds personalises
the conservation message for this future generation of
traditional owners. Young Solomon gave the ultimate
teenage praise for the day when he said “it was alright”.
Matuwa is a site where, after successful intensive control
of introduced predators such as cats (Felis catus) (Algar
et al., 2013), there have been successful reintroductions
of Common Brushtail Possum (Trichosurus vulpecula)
and Bilby (Macrotis lagotis) by DBCA as was evident with
tracks in the sandy soil. Apart from these free ranging
native animals a soft-release 1100 hectare enclosure
housing Golden Bandicoots (Isoodon auratus), Boodies
(Betongia lesueur), Rufous Hare-wallabies (Lagorchestes
hirsutus) and Shark Bay Mice (Pseudomys fieldi) has
been established on the property (Cherriman 2013).
Exciting evenings, where sharp young eyes picked up
these elusive nocturnal native animals as we walked
through this enclosure, were scheduled into the two-week
program.
On country with the Martu men, past evidence of nest
predation for smuggling was discovered and discussed.
Then on to look at old Lesser Stick-nest Rat (Leporillus
apicalis) nests that the Martu men and women had
not seen previously, all bringing home the message of
conservation of this landscape for all species.
A visit to the Yimbin rockhole on Kurrara Kurrara had
Robby and the other Martu men explaining that this
beautiful place was the main site for tribal ceremony
in Martu country. He told of how his parents and
grandparent would come here by horse and cart from
Lorna Glen station. Whilst the rock hole was dry when we
visited, the significance and value of this deeply recessed
hole could easily be appreciated. Almost encased
by a steep rock face and framed by Rock Figs (Ficus
brachypoda), with rock holes in the cliff face featuring
rock paintings, the students were obviously enthralled by
this significant site. The Rock Figs were an important part
of Aboriginal diet, eaten raw or dried and ground into a

paste and eaten with water or honey (Moore 2005). The
site was approached through a broad, open and grassed
area, ideal for camping and meeting.
A dramatic and usually very dry country with a low and
erratic rainfall averaging 255 mm, the unpredictability
of the weather was demonstrated on Day Four when
a threatening thunderstorm eventuated early in the
morning, with a record of 18 mm of rain and hail falling
over two hours. Challenging and exciting for young
campers but even more challenging for vehicles.
One of the Martu aspirations for their country is that
MKK can be used as an educational resource to teach
younger Martu and non-indigenous people about former
pastoral and traditional life styles. “This is a location
where training programs for employment linked to
land management and research can be held” (MKK
2015). BirdLife WA sees 2017 as just the beginning of
a continuing two-way learning program in this remote
location.
A two-week program such as this is not possible for
BirdLife without its volunteer base. So thanks go to Neil
Hamilton, Marion Massam, Deb Sullivan and Lorraine
Marshall for supporting this innovative and different
program.
References
Algar, D., Onus, M. and Hamilton, N. (2013). Feral cat
control as part of Rangelands Restoration at Lorna
Glen (Matuwa), Western Australia: the first seven
years. Conservation Science Western Australia 8,
367-381.
Cherriman, S. (2013). Desert eagles: Wedge-tailed
Eagles at Lorna Glen. Landscope 29 (1), 32-39.
Moore, P. (2005). ‘A Guide to Plants of Inland Australia’.
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Matuwa and Kurrara Kurrara IPA Country
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Suzanne Mather

In the classrom: (above left) The Wiluna group with Tegan Douglas (leader) and (above right) the Rossmoyne Bushrangers studying
scat. Photos by Neil Hamilton
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Letters to the Editors
Dear Editors
Bruce Buchanan expressed a “lack of sympathy with
the incorrect, badly worded material from National
Office. The most recent: ‘The Helena and Aurora range
will be developed into 4 km of open cut iron ore mines.
Gone will be the range’s unique, ancient landforms
and vital habitats—only to be replaced with a lifeless
landscape of desolate mine pits …’” (Letters to the
Editors, WABN 163).

Western Australia if it is left intact and fully protected.
You can read our arguments in the autumn edition of
Woodlands on the Wing (pages 7-12) http://www.birdlife.
org.au/documents/Woodlands_on_the_Wing_Issue_14_
v9cmp.pdf
We are not alone in our campaign. The Environmental
Protection Authority has twice rejected mining
at the Helena and Aurora Range, deeming it
“environmentally unacceptable”.

These are my words, not National Office’s. I stand by
them.

It also recommended that the range should be protected
in a Class-A reserve.

BirdLife’s campaign to save the Helena and Aurora Range
from mining has been led by BirdLife WA’s Great Western
Woodlands Committee with support from National Office.

We agree. The Helena and Aurora Range is such a unique
and majestic landform. It should be protected for all
Western Australians to enjoy.
Mark Henryon

We have compelling arguments that the Helena and
Aurora Range will be worth more to the people of

Quality of digital photographs
IMPORTANT —PLEASE READ!

When submitting photos for use in WABN, please send a high quality image, eg, 300
ppi, with a file size of at least 600 kb (preferably over 1 mb).
It is suggested that the settings on your digital camera be changed to the maximum
resolution (setting).
Another area that could cause a problem is that some e-mail programs automatically
reduce the file size, so these settings could be adjusted to maintain the original file size.
When e-mailing images, please attach them to an e-mail and not embedded in a Word
document or in the e-mail itself.

BirdLife WA 2018 Calendar
The 2018 calendar is now available at the BirdLife
WA office for $10 each (over the counter) or
$13.00 including postage. All photographs are
by BirdLife WA members and photographs were
chosen by professional wildlife photographers
Jiri and Marie Lochman. It’s absolutely stunning
once again!

All profits aid the BirdLife WA
Australasian Bittern Project.

You can order calendars from the office by
phoning 9383 7749 or emailing wa@birdlife.org.
au. Payment can be made by cash, direct deposit
or posting a cheque. Calendars will also be sold
at the Monday monthly meetings and some bird
excursions between now and the New Year.
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 164 December 2017
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visit www.naturetrek.co.uk
email info@naturetrek.co.uk
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call 0011 44 1962 733051

Observations
This list has been compiled by the WA
Records Officer with input from the
WA Records Committee. Metropolitan
suburbs or shires are in parentheses.
Please report interesting observations
the WA Records Officer, John Graff
(wasightings@birdlife.org.au) or to
the BirdLife WA office (9383 7749).
Sightings are included on the BirdLife
WA sightings page (http://birdswa.
org.au/sightings.htm) as soon as
possible, and the most interesting
are selected for inclusion in the next
WABN.

Highlights
Another relatively quiet quarter as
winter turned to spring. The most
unusual record was a Grey-headed
Lapwing found at Hall’s Creek
in October, the first record of this
species for Western Australia. A
number of Intermediate Egrets
suspected to be of the Asian
subspecies intermedia were also seen
in the Broome region. Birds of the
Australian subspecies plumifera were
also present in the region, and on at
least one occasion at the same site.
Asian birds show a variably more
extensive dark bill tip, a shorter and
deeper-based bill, and a longer and
proportionally thinner neck which
gives them a more Great Egret-like
appearance. Their status in Australia
is currently unclear, and merits
further observation with taxonomic
authorities considering elevating the
two taxa to species level.
In the metropolitan area, a
Wandering Whistling-Duck was
seen over several weeks at Bibra
Lake. There was also a notable
influx of Pallid Cuckoos into the
Perth metropolitan area from late
August through to October. Though
Pallid Cuckoos are regular visitors to
some parts of the Perth area in small
numbers, the number of sightings
this spring has been exceptional and
included records from many areas
around Perth where the species is
typically rarely recorded, including
suburban gardens.

(Bibra Lake) – MB et al. (vagrant
to the south-west; photographs)
Black Kite – 1, 13/08/17, Loftus
Street (Leederville) – JE (rare in
the south-west)

SOUTH WEST (Shark
Bay to Cape Arid)
Scarlet-chested Parrot – 1 male,
30/08/17, private property near
Kondinin (Kondinin) – GH & SP
(outside usual range)
Zebra Finch – 6, 14/09/17,
Wandering (Wandering) – FO
(outside of usual range)

ARID ZONE
Freckled Duck – 41, 18/09/17,
Rowles Lagoon (Coolgardie) – MB
(rarely reported in the arid zone)
Chestnut Teal – 1, 30/07/17,
Carnarvon sewage ponds
(Carnarvon) – PT (north of usual
range)
Painted Button-quail – 1,
03/10/17, Dirk Hartog Island
(Shark Bay) – KR (few records
for Dirk Hartog Island; captured
during mammal survey)
Masked Lapwing – 3 subspecies
miles, 18-21/09/17, Ashburton
River (Ashburton) – MO (rare in
western Pilbara)

KIMBERLEY

2, 20/09-03/10/17, Nimalaica
Wetland (Broome) – NJ et al. *
7, 10-13/10/17, Roebuck Plains
Highway (Broome) – NJ, RC et
al. (Asian taxon rarely reported
in Australia; subject to BARC
acceptance; photographs)
Dusky Moorhen – 4 immatures, up
to 04/09/17, Lily Creek Lagoon,
Kununurra (Wyndham-East
Kimberley) – GS et al. * 1 adult,
12-13/10/17, Nimalaica Wetland
(Broome) – RC et al. (vagrant
to the Kimberley region; for
Kununurra record see also WABN
163)
GREY-HEADED LAPWING – 1, 1120/10/17, Halls Creek sewage
ponds (Halls Creek) – MC et al.
(1st record for Western Australia;
subject to BARC acceptance;
photographs)
Oriental Pratincole – up to 3,
26/07-30/09/17, Roebuck Plains
East (Broome) – JG et al. (rare
in Australia during southern
winter; subsequently present in
increasing numbers approaching
the Wet season; photographs;
see also WABN 163)
White-browed Woodswallow – 1,
02/08/17, Roebuck Plains East
(Broome) – JG et al. (rare in
Western Australia)
Little Grassbird – up to 4, 04/0820/09/17, Nimalaica Wetland
(Broome) – NJ et al. * up to
20/08-03/10/17, Crescent Lake
(Broome) – NJ et al. * 1, 1327/09/17, Lake Eda (Broome)
– CGM et al. (rare visitor to the
Kimberley)

Radjah Shelduck – 2, 11/10/17,
Munkayarra
Claypan (DerbyWest Kimberley) –
BAC (west of usual
range)

METROPOLITAN (UBD
Street Directory)

Australasian
Shoveler –
3, 02/08/17,
Roebuck Plains
East (Broome)
– JG et al. (rare
visitor to the
Kimberley region;
photographs)

Wandering Whistling-Duck – 1,
22/08-13/09/17, Bibra Lake

Intermediate Egret
probable ssp.
intermedia – up to
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Pallid Cuckoo, Queens Park (see report, p41). Photo by Sian
Mawson
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CHRISTMAS ISLAND

OBSERVERS

Pacific Black Duck – 1, 20/10/17,
Flying Fish Cove – LP (vagrant to
Christmas Island; photographs)

BAC = Beryl Ah Chee
CGM = Clare & Grant Morton
FO = Frank O’Connor
GH = Greg Harewood
GS = George Swann
JE = Jon Elliott
JG = John Graff
KA = Kelana Arshad
KR = Kelly Rayner

PURPLE-BACKED STARLING –
1, 06/10/17, Settlement – KA
(vagrant to Australian territory;
subject to BARC acceptance;
photographs)

LP = Lisa Preston
MB = Mark Binns
MC = Mark Cavill
MO = Margot Oorebeek
NJ = Nigel Jackett
PT = Peter Taylor
RC = Russell Cannings
SP = Shane Priddle

BirdLife WA reports
CHAIR’S REPORT
It is the 29th of October as I write this and I’ve spent
half of today at Bold Park, helping the Friends Group
to celebrate their 30th anniversary. There were lots of
visitors, a talk about the early days of the group and
the campaign to prevent urban development across
part of Bold Park (a campaign to which, apparently, I
had contributed in the late 1980s), walks through the
nearby bushland and, of course, lots of displays and
photographs. There were also birds of prey, reptiles,
stick insects and the opportunity for children (and
some adults) to construct insect hotels. BirdLife was
represented by the trading table and a brief appearance
by the large Carnaby’s Kite.
I don’t think the sales table was especially busy but
the new eftpos machine received some use; however,
making sales is only part of the reason for being there.
Another reason is for BirdLife to be seen to be a part
of such events, and we can’t be a part of such events,
or sell stuff, or do many of the things we do, without
volunteers. On this occasion it was Linda Borrison
and Lesley Macauley with helpers. The importance of
volunteers to the operation of BirdLife is not news, but
what was nice to see is that, at least on this occasion,
the volunteers seemed to be having fun. Fancy having
an excuse to fly a large kite! I don’t think this ‘having
fun’ was an exception, as talking to the many members
who do volunteer, I’ve found that most of them, most of
the time, are enjoying themselves. As the government
advertising campaign suggests, volunteering is a twoway street, making things happen that otherwise might
not, but also rewarding the volunteers with a sense of
fulfilment.
The other half of my day I’ve spent at my desk, replying
to emails and, of course, thinking about writing this
report. One of the items that I should include in this
report is the outcome of a planning meeting held by the
Executive Committee and some staff, including Fiona
Blandford from the Melbourne office. It seems inevitable
Page 10

when we have these sorts of planning meetings that we
produce a list of things we would like to do, but such lists
are just wishful thinking if we don’t have the people to
make things happen; which means some staff and lots
of volunteers. And when we talk about prioritising within
such lists, we have to think about not only what is worth
doing, but what people might want to do. Something for
BirdLife members and supporters to think about!
In addition to the planning meeting, much else has
been going on in that part of BirdLife that I see a lot of.
Rebecca Boyland has been appointed as our new project
officer and actually attended the planning meeting the
day before she officially started working for us. Also on
the staff front, our wonderful Helen Bryant is moving to
Melbourne and will take up a new position in the BirdLife
office there, which means we have just advertised for a
replacement program manager. Helen has been a big part
in the development of the WA Branch over the last few
years, but she will only be a phone call or email away,
and this is a great opportunity for the right person. All we
have to do is find him/her. Interviews will be taking place
soon.
Many members (and non-members) would be familiar
with the local bird guides that the WA group has
produced for many years, but taking a slightly different
direction, we have just produced a digital brochure
on responsible cat ownership. This takes the line that
keeping cats indoors (preferable at all times, but at least
at night) is better for wildlife and cats. BirdLife prides
itself on making decisions based on evidence, and studies
clearly show that domestic cats are longer lived, suffer
fewer injuries and cost their owners less in vet bills if
they are kept indoors. It has been very well-received by
local government authorities and agencies such as the
RSPCA.
As we approach summer (or the Nyoongar season of
Birak), planning is underway for regular projects such as
Shorebirds 2020 and even the 2018 Great Cocky Count,
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 164 December 2017
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but there are new projects on the horizon. Probably the
biggest of these is BIBY (Birds in Backyards), a project
that encourages individuals and groups to record and
observe the birds in their ‘patch’, and provides the
resources to help them do it. It is a project that combines
good science with community engagement; watch out for
it.
The day before the open day at Bold Park, Mandy and
I joined Sabrina Hahn on ‘Roots and Shoots’, the ABC
720 gardening show on Saturday mornings, and we

talked about the Aussie Backyard Bird Count that ran in
the last week of October. In 2016 this project engaged
over 40 000 people who submitted over 1.4 million bird
records, and while we chatted on the radio the 2017
event broke through the 1.5 million records barrier. Over
50 000 Aussies contributed records. In a year of mixed
fortunes for Australian birds, it is fantastic to find that so
many Australians care about what is flying around their
backyard.
Mike Bamford

WA BRANCH REPORT
Opportunity to help guide BirdLife WA
BirdLife Western Australia (BWA) Chair: position
description
As I approach the end of my three-year term as Chair
of BWA, I and the Executive Committee have probably
delayed too long in seeking out a successor for this
often rewarding and occasionally challenging role. I have
therefore put together the following ‘thumbnail sketch’
of this position, and encourage members with a strong
interest in the future of BWA to consider if it might be for
them. It isn’t hard, you will definitely learn a lot and it is
an opportunity to make a difference.
BirdLife Western Australia (BWA) is the WA branch of
BirdLife Australia, Australia’s premier bird conservation
and research organisation. The national body has a
growing membership and supporter base, and increasing
influence in the political and conservation worlds, whilst
retaining science-based conservation programs and
supporting an active birdwatching community. The role
of the WA branch is to help deliver the organisation’s
strategy and represent the organisation professionally
in the state; the national organisation and the branches
spread across Australia work closely to achieve long-term
systemic change to protect the birds we love.
The BirdLife Australia Board delegates the management,
control and general administration of the branch to the
Executive Committee (EC). This means that the EC is
accountable to the BirdLife Australia CEO, Board and
BWA members, and that the Chair and EC must ensure
compliance with the Constitution of BirdLife Australia and
its policies and procedures.
All BirdLife Australia members in WA are automatically
members of BWA, and while BWA is not the largest
branch within the organisation, it runs the largest office
outside Melbourne. BirdLife Australia employs several
conservation staff, a program manager and an office
manager in WA. The WA branch works with staff and
manages teams of volunteers in committees who run
excursions, education programs and sales, and provide
research and advocacy advice. BWA is very successful at
gaining grants to run its projects.
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 164 December 2017

As the Chair of the EC is elected annually and for a
usual maximum of three years, at the AGM in 2018 the
position of Chair will be vacant. The Chair’s role is to
guide the Executive Committee, ensure that all members
are able to express their view, and to keep an eye on
the ‘big picture’ for BirdLife Australia in WA. The Chair
is expected to chair all Executive Committee meetings,
general meetings and the AGM, or to appoint another
member of the Executive when unable to attend. The
Chair also attends the annual branch network meeting in
Melbourne, meets with Ministers and public servants to
discuss current conservation issues in which BWA has an
interest, and can represent the organisation in the print
and electronic media (subject to guidelines). The Chair is
the first point of contact for matters relating to BWA and
the National Office.
The position of Chair is entirely voluntary but travel
costs are covered. While most recent Chairs have been
scientists and/or birdwatchers, and a strong interest in
birds is necessary to understand BWA, it is at least as
important for the Chair to have experience in people
management. Diplomatic skills are very helpful and it is
best not to try to attempt to be Chair while working fulltime. The amount of time required of the Chair is variable
and some roles can be delegated to other members of
the Executive, while the Office and Project Managers
are very supportive. Five to ten hours a week would be
normal; occasionally more. It is the sort of position that a
person can make as much of as he or she is able.
From recreational birdwatching to research and
conservation advocacy, BWA is complex but is maintained
by a willing team of volunteers and staff. In the coming
years the organisation can be expected to grow, and
will hopefully be prominent not only in the major
conservation issues of the day, but also across the
community in engaging the public with an interest in
birds, and in supporting members. The role of Chair
is rewarding as it puts you in the front row, and is an
opportunity to guide and support this dynamic and
influential organisation. I’d encourage anyone with an
interest to give it serious thought and am happy to chat
about this any time.
Mike Bamford
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WA BRANCH PROJECTS
Gondwana Link Project
What a privilege it was to stay at Eddy and Donna
Wajon’s revegetated bush garden block at Chingerup for
five nights while taking part in the bird survey for the
Gondwana Link project. To have Southern Scrub-robins
singing as you sip your morning coffee and Malleefowl
scratching in the camp garden while the sun comes up.
At 6.00 am, we set off to survey neighbouring
revegetated blocks to see how some old sheep paddocks
are healing. Then back to the jewel of Chingerup for
breakfast followed by a walk to the creek line looking for
orchids, searching the sheoak stand for Southern
Boobooks, the open woodland for bushbirds and the
melaleuca patch for quail. Pam did not get past the
beautiful acacia and grevillea filled gardens surrounding
our campsite as they were in full bloom and full of birds.
At 4.00 pm we set off for the afternoon survey in another
of the three surveyed areas and then back to look for
birds as the sun set over the Stirling Range, followed by
dinner in the camp kitchen.
We highly recommend practicing your bird-call
recognition and joining one of the spring surveys next
year.
Pam and Geof Christie

The value of BirdLife partnerships with other
community group projects
As well as managing its own projects, BirdLife Western
Australia (BWA) also partners with other community
environment groups to achieve bird-related objectives

in projects that may have a different or broader focus.
For instance, Baigup Wetland Interest Group (BWIG)
succeeded last year in winning State Natural Resource
Management funds for a comprehensive professional
fauna survey this year in which BWA is committed to
providing ‘in kind’ services by contributing its Baigup bird
records. The consultants’ report and recommendations
for future management of the reserve will incorporate
that bird data along with their own information obtained
by trapping, sampling, use of motion activated cameras,
etc.
The objective of the project is to replace a rather ad
hoc and mostly outdated collection of information
about birds, mammals, reptiles, amphibians, fish and
terrestrial and aquatic invertebrates at Baigup with a
comprehensive new profile of species at the reserve.
Our grant application argued that this will, in turn,
provide a principled basis for a shift from weeding
and planting for its own sake to more consciously and
specifically targeted restoration planning and activities for
enhanced biodiversity. Ideally, we would like to know that
revegetation seedlings are not only being selected on the
basis of their soil, water and microclimate requirements,
but also for their potential to provide shelter, food, or
other habitat needs for particular species already using
the reserve or potentially likely to return to Baigup.
Enhanced biodiversity in one part of the food chain also
enhances biodiversity at other levels.
Many readers will be familiar with the strategies required
to win grants. While it is fundamentally important to
be able to tell a good story about the importance of
a project and show step by step how its goals will be
achieved, it is just as important to present an impressive
array of partnerships, sponsorships and community
activities for which either ‘cash’ or ‘in kind’ values have
been calculated in line with grant guidelines. The value of
these contributions should at least match, but preferably
exceed, the total value of funds
applied for. Collaboration between
environmentally oriented groups is
highly valued, as are activities aiming
to involve and educate the community
about the natural environment. In the
case of BirdLife Western Australia’s
contribution to the Baigup Wetland
project, all the ‘in kind’ work of
collecting bird data through excursions,
organising those events, filling in the
data sheet, entering the data back at
the office, etc, is validly included in
the calculation. Each participant in an
excursion is also a bona fide volunteer
contributing ‘in kind’ services which
can be valued at a rate specified by
the funding body (generally $30 per
hour per adult) and included in the
aggregated BWA contribution to the
project.
Penny Lee

Malleefowl, Chingerup. Photo by Geof Christie
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Birdlife WA End of Year BBQ
10th December 12:00 – 2:00pm
WHO:		
		
WHERE:

Members, family and friends are invited to our new venue for an opportunity 		
to meet with each other.
Variety Pavilion, Saw Avenue, Kings Park.

WHAT TO BRING
		Food, drinks, chairs or blanket.
This venue has been booked and we look forward to meeting you there.
Birdlife Executive
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Across the Nullarbor: news from
National Office
Seeing red
This spring, conditions have been just right for unusually
large numbers of Scarlet Honeyeaters to invade the
south-eastern parts of Australia. In most years these
spectacular birds are largely content to remain in the
forests of eastern Australia, but a severe drought
affecting many parts of Queensland and New South Wales
has driven droves of the birds further south in search of
more favourable conditions. And they've found them in
Victoria, with unexpected records of flocks turning up in
many southern and inland parts of the state, including
in the centre of Melbourne, where one was found dead
(presumably having collided with an office-block window)
in busy Collins Street!

Funding for Regent
Honeyeaters
BirdLife Australia’s Woodland Birds for Biodiversity
Project has received some much-needed funding from
the Commonwealth Threatened Species Recovery Fund
to aid community efforts to restore, revegetate and fence
a 40-hectare Regent Honeyeater hotspot at Lurg, near
Benalla in north-eastern Victoria.
In an Australian first, satellite tracking devices will also
be fitted to five Regents, so that the birds’ movements

can be followed accurately and efficiently. Without fully
understanding the birds’ movements around the district,
it’s impossible to be certain that conservation efforts
target the right areas.
Part of the funding will also pay for a trial program to
control aggressive Noisy Miners—which compete with
Regent Honeyeaters for food and other resources—in 500
hectares at Chiltern.

Orange-bellies in the Apple
Isle
Earlier this year, 11 captive-bred Orange-bellied Parrots
were released at the regular wintering grounds in
Victoria’s Western Treatment Plant, at Werribee, where
they’ve been monitored closely, using a combination of
radio tracking, camera monitoring and old-fashioned
observation. The birds were joined by a handful of wild
parrots, and they remained near the release site at the
WTP for the winter, adapting to life in the wild. However,
they still face one more hurdle, and it’s an important
one—they need to migrate across Bass Strait to breed in
Tasmania.
Although a number of wild OBPs have arrived on the
breeding grounds, including two females, none of the
captive released birds have been seen yet.

Wattlebirds vs butcherbirds: We went down to Kensington to walk the dog where we also photographed some Grey Butcherbirds
busy hunting insects very successfully in the reserve. A team of six Red Wattlebirds chased one butcherbird at a time. The skills of
the smaller butcherbird far exceeded those of the flock of wattlebirds. The wattlebirds were trying to get the butcherbird to drop its
prey. The butcherbird got tired of being chased and came and sat close to the photographers where it could savour its food in peace,
too close to photograph and too close for the not so brave wattlebirds. Caption by Ian Wallace
(above left) Red Wattlebird and (above right) Grey Butcherbird, Kensington. Photos by Sandra Wallace
Page 14
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Naming of birds
Shrike-tits — Falcunculidae
Shrike-tit is another combination word linking two
different families. We do not know who first invented this
odd hybrid, but Gould mentioned that in its habits these
birds resemble the European tits, while Fraser and Grey
remark on the similarity of the colouring of the Crested
Shrike-tit to the European Great Tit.
Crested Shrike-tit – Falcunculus frontatus.
Falcunculus comes from Latin, falco, with the diminutive
suffix –ulus, meaning little falcon. The shrike-tit has a
heavy, hooked bill, which is thought to have suggested a
small raptor. Frontatus comes from Latin frons, meaning
forehead. These birds have steeply rising foreheads
ending in a short crest. ‘Little falcon with a forehead’.
Common names include Yellowhammer, presumably for
the colour and Yellow Shrike-tit.

Bellbirds — Oreoicidae
Crested Bellbird – Oreoica gutturalis. The genus
name means ‘mountain dweller’, coming from Greek
oreioikos. The typical habitat of the bellbird is mulga and
mallee scrubland and open woodland, so it is hard to
understand why the genus name is ‘mountain dweller’.
This may have arisen as a result of confusion over
exactly where the type locality was. The call, which both
birds take part in, has a ventriloquial quality and a very
distinctive repetitive rhythm which can be heard a long
way away.

Whipbirds and Wedgebills —
Psophodidae
Western Whipbird – Psophodes nigrogularis. The
genus name comes from Greek psophodes which means
full of noise or noisy. Nigrogularis describes the colour of
the throat, from Latin niger, black, and gula, throat to
give the name ‘black-throated noisy bird’. Also known as
Mallee Black-throated or Mallee Western Whipbird.
Chiming Wedgebill – Psophodes occidentalis.
So named for its occurrence in the west of Australia;
occidentalis means western, from Latin. ‘Western noisy
bird’. The genus name does not adequately describe the
vigorous, melodious and musical repetitive call.

Orioles and Figbirds –
Oriolidae
Australasian Figbird – Sphecotheres vieilloti. The
direct translation of this genus name is ‘wasp-hunter’,
from Greek sphex, wasp, and –theras, hunter. Figbirds
eat mainly fruit, but may take the occasional insect, so
this name is a bit misleading, perhaps arising from rather
casual observations. L.J.P. Vieilloti (1748–1831) was a
French ornithologist. ‘Vieilloti’s wasp-hunter’.
Olive-backed Oriole – Oriolus sagittatus. The name
oriole was derived from Latin aureolus, diminutive of
aureus, golden and was no doubt named after the Yellow
Oriole. The olive back of this bird is not the diagnostic
feature to look for, but rather the dark arrow markings
on the white belly which are a far more distinctive means
of identification. The species name highlights this – from
Latin sagitta, arrow. ‘Arrow-marked golden bird’.
Yellow Oriole – Oriolus flavocinctus. The species
name comes from Latin flavus, and cinctus, a belt or
band, to give ‘yellow-banded golden bird’. This refers to
the markings on the closed wing.
Monticola

Young Crested Bellbird at the Granites–Mt Magnet. This young
bird acted as if we weren’t there and gave endless photo
opportunities. Photo by Ian Wallace
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Yellow Oriole, Parry’s Lagoons. Photo from BWA Digital
Library (John McMullan)
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Obituary
Margaret Jones
Died on 28 September 2017.
Margaret and her husband Neville, were born in the
Harvey district, where they continued to live all their
lives. They were both very active in the community,
belonging and participating in numerous groups and
associations.

STIRLING RANGE
RETREAT

The couple joined the Myalup Bird Observers (MBO)
soon after it was founded in late 2000. Margaret took
an active role in the group, continuing to serve on the
committee after her husband’s death. She contributed
her considerable experience and knowledge of native
flowers and woodland birds, many of which she closely
observed at her property at Cookernup.
A talented artist and a stalwart member of the Harvey
Art Society, Margaret produced a great many fine
paintings of flora and native birds, regularly achieving
considerable success at various art competitions held
throughout the district, including the Harvey Show.
She sold many of her beautiful paintings, along with
gifting small detailed works as bookmarks to her close
friends. More recently, for the MBO, she produced some
watercolour images, which were digitally printed for a
series of bookmarks. These continue to be sold at local
retail outlets, with funds raised assisting wild life support
and rescue. Margaret also produced and donated a larger
watercolour painting which was very successfully raffled
for MBO fundraising.
Margaret was an enthusiastic participant in the MBO’s
monthly local excursions, assisting other members with
bird and wildflower identification. Her input was always
of great value in the preparation of the written report
which followed each excursion. She was an enthusiast
of the morning tea which she required on arrival at
the observation point. It has been suggested that this
mandatory morning tea event could be re-named the
“Margaret Jones Morning Tea”.
In recent times, as Margaret’s health gradually declined,
and although she would make a point of participating
in the monthly excursion, she would most often find a
convenient place to sit and wait for the birds to come to
her. They invariably obliged.
Margaret’s presence, humour, wit and talent along with
her wide experience, and extensive local knowledge of
birds, flora and the environment will be greatly missed.
Her loss will be sadly felt by many throughout the Harvey
district and beyond, and our thoughts go out to her
family.
Errol Harwood and Tony France

Enjoy a free fourth night on all sites and
accommodation from 1st December 2017
to 30th June 2018.
*conditions apply.

This offer includes all public holidays and long
weekends.
Enjoy cooling off in our swimming pool open November
to April School Holidays weather permitting.

Four Seasons
Spring and Summertime Mountain Walks
Prepayment of the first nights tariff is required to confirm
your booking and the balance is payable upon arrival.
We are able to accept Mastercard and Visacard
over the phone.
For bookings and further information contact:
Virginia and Darren, Brian or Mike:
*Conditions

• Direct Bookings only
• Not available with any other offer
• No fourth night free if upgrade
• Not available for Work Groups
• Only if available
• 4 consecutive nights
• Not refundable for cash
• Not transferable to other guests
•

Stirling Range Retreat
Post: 8639 Chester Pass Road, Amelup, Western Australia 6338
Location: 8639 Chester Pass Road, opposite Bluff Knoll Road
Ph: +61 8 9827 9229     Fax: +61 8 9827 9224

Web: www.stirlingrange.com.au
Email: info@stirlingrange.com.au
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CORRECTION WABN 163
Page 29: Little Bronze-Cuckoo was taken at Broome, not
Wyndham as reported and p.53 Forest Kingfisher was
taken at Fogg Dam in the NT not Wyndham. Peter White.

THE BIRD CATCHER TREE

Nyctaginaceae family. It grows throughout the tropical
Indo-Pacific. It is native to the Andaman Islands, Indonesia,
Malaysia, the Philippines, Thailand, Vietnam, China, Taiwan,
Hawaii and Madagascar and the states of New South Wales
and Queensland in Australia. A variegated form is widely
cultivated in frost-free climates.

Looking for a Legend

I recently found a small wren with a few sticky flower
buds stuck to its feathers. Sadly, it couldn't fly, wings
were all stuck together from the sticky substance and tail
feathers were missing, and the bird died from its injuries.
I have since found the plant that caused this, Pisonia
umbellifera, aka the birdcatcher tree. Until now I had no
idea how terrible this tree can be, and was saddened to
know that I had probably helped attract the birds to the
tree as I have mostly natives in our garden. I was hoping
you may be able to include this information in a future
newsletter.
Jo Eade
Ed. Pisonia umbellifera, commonly known as the birdlime
tree or bird catcher tree, is a species of plant in the

I flick through the pages of Pizzey and Knight’s ‘The Field
Guide to the Birds of Australia’ until I come to the Grey
Honeyeater. The entry confirms the perception I already
have about this bird: ‘Rare, little known, nomadic’….
‘Similar species, Western Gerygone, thornbills.’ I’ve
waited six years for this moment and I’m excited.
I took up birding around 2011 by joining the weekly
excursions around Perth. I soon realised that my interest
was not so much about the story of each bird or species,
but the thrill of getting a great photo. My ‘twitching’ was
about the thrill of the photo and keeping tally of how
many Western Australian birds I was up to. But each had
to be a good photo or it didn’t count. I learned this was
best achieved in the first hour of sunlight because that

CARDS AND CALENDARS FOR SALE
Christmas is getting closer! Many of our fabulous BirdLife
WA cards are available with a Christmas greeting. Check out
the range of designs on our website (http://birdlife.org.au/
locations/birdlife-western-australia/sales). You can purchase
the cards from our office Monday - Friday, 9.30am to 12.30pm;
at the Monday monthly meetings or download an order form
and email or post it to us.
Payment can be made by cash, cheque or direct bank deposit.
Looking for the perfect gift to go with the amazing cards you have
just purchased? The 2018 BirdLife WA calendar is ideal at $10
from the office or for $13 we can post one to you. All profits aid
our Australasian Bittern project.
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 164 December 2017
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We crossed the road.
was when the light was
Nothing.
soft and the birds sluggish.
I joined campouts to get
We moved to the rest stop
the birds I didn’t already
on the way into Hamersley
have. The number of ‘lifers’
Gorge (more spinifex
I needed soon shrank and
needles poking into my
so my interest shifted to
inadequate sneakers). We
rare birds. On top of the list
looked for the Striated
was the Grey Honeyeater.
Grasswren and Spinifexbird.
At every excursion and
Nothing. A great female
campout, I hung on
Hooded Robin, but no rare
every word about Grey
birds.
Honeyeater sightings. I lost
count of the times I went to
On the way home,
Paynes Find where the bird
we revisited the Grey
had been sighted. I learned
Honeyeater site. And what
about the eremophila
happened next is one of
tree so I could look for
the reasons why I love
Grey Honeyeaters feeding
birding. There was no Grey
when they were in bloom.
Honeyeater, but we got
But I now had the GPS
the most amazing sighting
coordinates for a site just
and photos of an Australian
south of Hamersley Gorge.
Owlet-nightjar when it
‘Sure fire’, I was reassured.
unexpectedly popped out of
‘Can’t miss’. ‘Been there
a hollow. As we drove back
Grey Honeyeater, Karijini (see also pp2,29,53). Photo by John
every time someone’s
McMullan
to Tom Price I experienced
been there!’ Someone else
the sweet and sour feelings
observed. I tingled with
that over the years I had become familiar with. To
excitement.
make matters worse, when Alan edited his photos that
night, it transpired that one of the photos he took at
The coordinates lead me to a rest stop on the road into
the coordinate site, was a Grey Honeyeater. It had been
Hamersley Gorge and my wife, Olivia, and I, were soon
there and I had missed it!
wading through spinifex needles (which pierced our
inadequate sneakers) to get to a dry creek bed. I was
high with anticipation. But there was nothing, just Brown
Honeyeaters and Grey-headed Honeyeaters. Not a Grey
Honeyeater to be seen. After half an hour of fruitless
searching, I journeyed the 70 km back to the Tom Price
Caravan Park.
That night my birding friends, John Delaporte, Nigel
Sutherland and Alan Watson joined me.
‘Couldn’t find the Grey Honeyeater’ I lamented.
John Looked at me quizzically. ‘Where did you look?’ he
asked.
‘At the rest point on the way into Hamersley Gorge,’ I
replied.
‘The rest point on the way into Hamersley Gorge? That’s
where I found the Striated Grasswren and Spinifexbirds’,
John said. ‘You’ve got the wrong coordinates.’
It was clear there had been a misunderstanding and I
had been to the wrong place.
‘The photos on Graham Chapman’s website were taken
way back in 1970, so I suspect it’s not easy to get a
photograph of this bird’ added Nigel.
The next day we set off on the 70 kilometre return
journey with John’s new coordinates in our GPSs. We
trudged around the site John led us to. Nothing.
‘They were everywhere last time I came’ he observed.
‘Let’s cross the road, we saw one there last time’. He
continued.
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The next day we bumped and ground our way around
Karijini. The gloom was descending. The good sightings
of quality birds were swamped by the absence of the
Grey Honeyeater. Even the ubiquitous Spinifex Pigeon
couldn’t change my mood. I’d travelled 1700 km and
was mentally examining my travel plans for the next 12
months. I tried to talk the group into staying out till dark,
but failed. ‘Rare, little known, nomadic’ rang in my ears. I
knew I wouldn’t sleep well that night.
Next day we stuck with our routine and followed the trails
around the caravan park. As usual John was the first to
spot it.
‘There’s the Grey Honeyeater,’ he exclaimed.
I saw where he was looking. It was a silhouette in the
sun. Miraculously, the bird flew across the path and the
sun was behind me. I lined it up and focused my little
zoom Nikon and pressed the button. I looked into the
view finder and waited for the five photos to load. The
bird was nowhere to be seen. I looked back and the bird
was gone. It had fluttered back to the silhouette position.
Thank goodness it eventually flew back across the path.
I raised the camera, focussed and pressed the button.
After an agonising five seconds, the images in the view
finder came up. The bird was there. I raised the camera,
focused and took another set of shots just to make sure.
I’d photographed the legend.
It was time to look for a new legend!
John McMullan
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 164 December 2017
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BREMER BAY OSPREY, 2014-2016
Early in 2014 I started monitoring a breeding pair of
Osprey in Bremer Bay on the south coast of Western
Australia.
After living in Bremer Bay since 2005, in 2014 I noticed
that two Ospreys arrived in town and took up residency.
From this, I assumed that it was probably a young pair,
perhaps setting up their first territory. They decided to
claim the Telstra mobile phone tower as their home. This
tower is approximately 50 metres in height.
First one adult bird appeared flying around town and
roosting on the tower. Approximately three days later
a second adult bird arrived. I realised that this was the
initial start of the jigsaw puzzle. It seemed that one
adult bird had come in first to observe and check out the
location for suitability and safety.
An important factor in their choice of Bremer Bay
township was not only that it is on the coastline but also
includes the Wellstead Estuary and Bremer River. The
area provides the birds with a massive amount of food
resource with the benefits of a diverse hunting ground.
The abundance of fish stock will sustain the pair for many
years to come. The Osprey pair has now established its
territory for food and breeding purposes.
I noticed the pair had chosen two particular wooden
power poles as feeding sites, and over the two years of
monitoring, the birds chose a total of four poles. The first
pole is approximately only 10 metres from the tower and
the second pole approximately 50 metres. The next two
feeding poles are located further along the river’s edge
approximately 300 metres from the tower.
The Osprey is a fish-eating raptor with the diet consisting
of 99% fish. I noted that the majority of fish caught were
of a large size, and I estimated the weight usually around
2 kg. At the Bremer Bay location, the food source is
predominately Yellow-eye Mullet and Black Bream. Over
a two-year study I only ever observed the birds eating
Yellow-eye Mullet which indicated to me that the mullet
is definitely the most prolific species that lives within the
Bremer River system.
I observed the birds always carry the fish with the head
facing forward. I could only interpret this to be a way to
reduce wind resistance.

The birds took their catch to a feeding pole where they
were able to hold the fish with their talons, enabling the
flesh to be ripped apart and eaten. The fish was always
eaten head first. This allowed nothing to be left on the
carcass before being discarded on the ground below.
It suddenly became quite obvious how much fish these
birds consume over a year.
It is believed that the Osprey start to breed at the age of
3-4 years. On the basis of their recent arrival, I am also
confident that this Bremer Bay pair is of this age.
After a few months of the pair settling in to the territory,
they began the task of constructing a nest at the top of
the Telstra tower. This entailed a huge amount of work for
the birds. Both birds carried the sticks and materials to
the nest site but it was only one of the pair placing and
weaving the debris. I noted the materials being chosen
were from different directions and habitats depending on
what was needed at what time of construction. Materials
were collected at different sites which included the Yandil
Forrest, green waste tree dump, Gnornbup Swamp, along
the river and from the main beach. These points are all
within a distance of approximately 1.5 km from the nest
site. The birds had to contend with very windy conditions
at times. Many days were spent building the base of
the nest only to have it blown apart overnight with a
gust of wind. The pair just continued on their mission
of building and eventually the base was secure within
the tower structure. The construction of the nest took
approximately six weeks to complete. It is now estimated
at being 1.2 metres in width. From what is already known
of the species the pair will continue to make repairs and
add more materials every year prior to the breeding
season.
Unfortunately, in the first year at the Bremer Bay location
the Osprey pair failed to produce any offspring. Maybe
this was because it was indeed their first breeding season
or maybe it was due to the following circumstances
that occurred which had an impact on their success.
Something only these birds know.
During the month of June (2014) this Bremer Bay
Telstra tower had its scheduled maintenance carried
out. I introduced myself to the maintenance crew
and expressed my interest in the birds not only on an

Osprey, Telstra tower, Bremer Bay. Photos by Linda Giblett/Telstra
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environmental level but also that I collected information
to supply articles in the Bremer Bulletin which is the
town’s local paper. At my request the supervisor allowed
a team member to take my personal camera up to the
top of the tower and photograph the nest. The supervisor
had made me aware that during their maintenance on
the tower they had removed such things as nylon fishing
line, string and fishing hooks from inside the nest. These
items would have been in the seaweed which the birds
collected to line the nest. The maintenance took about
three days to complete, which appeared to disturb the
Osprey pair greatly.
On Telstra towers the nests sometimes have to be
removed for the Osprey’s safety. The supervisor gave me
the information on how this was done as he had been
involved with this many times. A crane with two big arms
is used to gently raise the nest slightly. The whole nest
is then wrapped in a heavy- duty cling wrap and then
carried to a platform at a new site.
I was also told by the supervisor that in the northern
areas an Osprey nest can have a kestrel’s nest below it
and even finch’s nests in the lower twigs.
In November 2015 the Telstra maintenance team
returned to do an upgrade on the tower. Once again, I
approached the supervisor and explained that I was in
need of some up to date photos. The supervisor gave
me a specified day and time to meet and for the leading
hand to take my camera up to the nest with him. This
time the maintenance took seven days to complete. The
crew work within very close proximity to the edge of the
nest. It disturbed the pair. With a person working so close
the birds are unable to land at the nest in fear of danger.
I watched the birds constantly circling and screeching
for days, always trying to protect the nest. The birds
were not aggressive with the crew, just very upset and
distressed. Fortunately for me the timing of the tower
upgrade was another chance to collect photographs
not only of the nest but of the chick. The chick was
due to leave the nest very soon. The new offspring was
approximately 12 weeks old and was still being fed by
the parents at the nest site. So feeding was interrupted
whilst the Telstra team were present. They were still
feeding on Yellow-eye Mullet which they hunted in the
Bremer River.
I observed the new chick stretching its wings and taking
the smallest of flights. The young bird was now in training
for the final leaving of the nest which happened over the
next four weeks. Once this happens the young bird fends
for itself and catches its own fish.
The Osprey pair has proven over four breeding seasons
to be successful in raising young, with chicks in at least
two years. Since establishing their territory, the breeding
information is as follows: 2014 unsuccessful attempt,
2015 successfully raised one offspring, 2016 successfully
raised one offspring and 2017 incubating eggs and
assuming they will be successful.
I can only hope now that the Osprey pair will continue to
breed at this location safely for many years to come.
Linda Giblett
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VARIED SITTELLA
(Daphoenositta chrysoptera)
BREEDING OBSERVATION,
PINNAROO MEMORIAL PARK,
PADBURY
Pinnaroo Memorial Park in Padbury is only a short
distance from my home and is a very productive birding
destination that I often visit throughout the changing
seasons.
Random visits during the 2016 winter/spring season
resulted in several notable bird observations. One such
observation occurred over 13-24 August. I happened
upon a family group of Varied Sittella (Daphoenositta
chrysoptera pileata) busily searching for insects in a
grove of eucalypts either side of a formed pathway.
Standing quietly watching their activity focused my
attention on a high fork in the tree and a beautifully
made nest, well camouflaged with a female sitting tight.
(see photo, p42)
The distinctive female with a similar appearance to the
male, but with the exception of a blacker head, was
eventually relieved of her incubating duty by a male. The
switch was quick and deliberate with the female leaving
the nest and quickly replaced by the male settling into
the incubating position. The female soon moved off to
nearby trees and commenced foraging for insects by
turning over bark strips.
After ten to fifteen minutes the female would return and
once again take over incubation duties and the male
moved off similarly to forage for food. I continued these
observations over the period 13 to 24 August and this
sharing of incubation was observed to be continuous and
regular. I have no way of knowing if other members of
the group shared these duties, however I do suspect it
was the same male individual from my memory of the
observations and photos taken during these observations.
I researched the reference material in my library and
noted the general comment “only the breeding female in
the group incubates, but all members of the group assist
in nest building and feeding young” (Johnstone and Storr
2004). Further enquires with BirdLife WA confirmed that
HANZAB (2004) describes incubation as usually only by
the breeding female but occasionally by the male as well
(J. Graff pers. comm.). Principally, references record
only the breeding female incubates the eggs and young.
Shared incubation duties are mostly uncommon in this
species; it is therefore worth recording the observation
and an observation worth sharing.
These observations and associated photographs
were undertaken strictly in accordance with BirdLife
Photography policy (Code of Ethics). All observations
and photographs were taken at great distance from the
subjects.
Douglas Coughran AM
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Nest defence?

Arrival times and use of
Lake Preston’s main spit by
migratory waders
The main spit at Lake Preston should be considered
a significant feature within the Ramsar status of the
entire Yalgorup lakes’ system, and in need of enhanced
protection, due to the pattern of use of the site by
migratory waders. This report is a description of
migratory wader arrivals at south-west Lake Preston. The
2331 records were gathered from an average of three
field trips a week from December 2000. The data suggest
a relatively consistent pattern of wader behaviour.
The birds are found about two-thirds of the way across
the 200 metre-wide extensive main spit of Lake Preston.

Point Mornington is within the southern Leschenault
Estuary near Bunbury. The name commemorates Richard
Wellesley, Earl Mornington, essentially the founder of
the British empire of India. As Governor-General of India
between 1798 and 1805, he oversaw the expansion of
British influence through battle and ‘indirect rule’, while
diminishing that of the French, with whom Great Britain
was at war.
Close to the present Point Mornington, the Preston
River runs into the Leschenault Estuary. The river was
named for Lieutenant William Preston RN, who came to
Western Australia with Captain W. Stirling. Preston later
commanded the Sulphur and was the discoverer of both
the Preston and Collie Rivers.
Silt deposited by the Preston River has formed large
areas of sandy mud flats about Point Mornington. These
flats are exposed at low tide. Migratory as well as local
waders and waterbirds frequently use the area for
feeding and roosting.
Recently, while carrying out a survey of the Point
Mornington area, I observed two Australian Pied
Oystercatchers, a male and a female. Both were foraging
in the mud flats and were ten metres from each other.
The male spread his wings and allowed the breeze to
give lift off and carry him about 30 metres to a fresh
foraging area. After several minutes the male flew back
to his original area about ten metres from the female, his
return flight not smooth, but seeming to rock from side
to side. As soon as he landed, the female partially spread
her wings, lowered her head, stretched out her neck and
‘charged’ the male at a fast run, while uttering very loud,
harsh screeches, three in all. The nearby Red-necked
Stint immediately flew off. The female halted in front of
the male in the same threatening posture while giving
a final screech. She then resumed a normal stance and
turned her back to him, whereon he ‘obliged’ by mating
with her.
None of the references I have consulted state anything
about a very loud, harsh, screeching voice for the
species. Possibly the female was demonstrating how she
would deal with intruders into what one hopes will be a
future nesting area.
Bruce Buchanan
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The winter rains of 2011 and 2013 produced good
average rainfalls, and the lake spilled over into a long
depression along the spit’s south shore, creating a series
of shallow lagoons. The ground beyond is relatively firm
and level under-foot; also, the entire spit has not become
totally inundated during my many years at Myalup,
so the significant land mark is a permanent feature.
Nevertheless, in the years of high water levels at the
lake, earliest migratory waders’ arrivals at the spit are
few, but multiply during early summer onwards, with
some species remaining over to early winter. Conversely,
in the interim years of predominantly lower-than-average
winter rainfalls, larger numbers and several species of
migratory waders have already arrived at the spit by late
October.
It is assumed that many migratory waders travelling
south are first distracted from most if not all the Yalgorup
lakes by abundant inland wetlands, then fall back on
the highly saline Lake Preston as a refuge and feeding
grounds in mid to late summer. The spring of 2017
promised to repeat that pattern, because the main spit’s
shallow southern frontage was steadily flooding.
By early October 2017, swarms of brine flies were
carpeting soaked sediment swathes back from the
flooding south shore with the least vegetation, but
showing a carpet of relic cockle shells. Numbers of Redcapped Plovers were found using those sites again this
season. The migratory waders commonly use those
same sites principally when their incoming numbers
substantially increase. Meanwhile, the migratory waders
are found foraging only along the raised and very uneven
hard lip at the lake’s waterline.
It is very rare to discover any leg-ringed, flagged birds,
or those with purposely dyed plumage, so it’s impossible
to distinguish any residue from overwintered Rednecked Stints. Nevertheless, juvenile Ruddy Turnstones
are among some of the earliest arrivals at the main
spit, followed not much later by mature adults, up to
14 birds overall. Next come small groups of adult Rednecked Stints, one or more Greater, also Lesser Sand
Plovers, a few Curlew Sandpipers and a few Sharp-tailed
Sandpipers and Red Knots, followed later by up to six
Terek Sandpipers.
Next, some Great Knots and Grey-tailed Tattlers (single
birds, and later up to three or four in a group) move in,
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and even later a few Bar-tailed Godwits, seldom more
than two or three in the season. Grey Plovers commonly
arrive singly at the spit, or may be found later in several
small to medium-size flocks, while Common Greenshanks
(rarely up to a flock of six) are relatively late arrivals.
Both Common Greenshanks and Bar-tailed Godwits are in
some way exceptional, mostly wading offshore, favouring
drained margins of soft beaches rather than the main
spit.
By midsummer, migratory wader numbers fluctuate at
the spit, although the range of species found hardly
alters. All species of migratory waders associate freely
with resident Hooded Plovers, along with Red-capped
Plovers and Banded Stilts. In high season, mixed flocks
of waders may often be seen from afar, making a series
of circling flights and re-alighting at the spit, or flying
directly from one shoreline spot to another.
Both Banded Stilts and Grey Plovers, and numbers of
Red-necked Stints, may stay on at the lake until June. It
is possible other migratory waders at least visit the spit:
Broad-billed Sandpipers, Pectoral Sandpipers, Whimbrels,
Little Stints and Long-toed Stints.
I discovered and photographed in 2011 a Double-banded
Plover, and in another season captured one of four very
wary Eastern Curlews on camera.
Repeated annual migratory wader counts at the lake’s
eastern shoreline have mostly proved unproductive. I
less frequently visit the central and northern sector of
west Lake Preston to a point about three km south of
the vehicular causeway to Preston Beach, commonly
finding by mid-summer on that stretch extended flocks of
foraging Red-necked Stints, although occasionally I find
Terek Sandpipers close to a few Grey Plovers sharing the
same vast flats with the stints.
From a grant several years ago, two senior members of
Myalup Bird Observers (MBO) commissioned fences at
the approaches to the main spit, to prevent incursions by
4WDs and trail bikes.
Lake Preston’s eastern shoreline is closely abutted by
private land. From MBO’s ongoing negotiations with the
Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions
(DBPA), it is expected similar fences will be strategically
sited also at the spit’s eastern end, to restrain stray
domestic stock, horse riders, and drivers on quad bikes.
Tony France

Silver Gulls nesting in trees
When we think of Silver Gulls, Chroicocephalus
novaehollandiae, we usually think about beach dunes,
off shore islands and coastal habitat. However, they also
occur inland under some circumstances. When heavy
rains fall at inland areas and fill the dry lakes as often
happens after cyclonic rains or heavy summer or winter
rains, these events will trigger inland waterbird breeding
events which can be quite extensive. Silver Gulls are
attracted to these sites and will turn up at inland lakes to
feed on eggs and young chicks.
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Colonies of Black-winged Stilt, Red-necked Avocet and
Red-kneed Dotterel with a high breeding density can
often be found on the islands, with Hoary-headed Grebe
nesting around the fringes. The islands act as refuges
from the floods and sometimes have a mouse population
as well as snakes and goannas. How Silver Gulls know
where to find these breeding colonies is unknown.
Banded Stilt breeding colonies have been known to suffer
from Silver Gull predation. For example, observations
of the Banded Stilt colony at Lake Eyre North in April
2000 confirmed massive predation of eggs and chicks
by Silver Gulls, first noted at the Lake Torrens colony in
1989 (Minton et al. 2000). The same can be said about
the inland lakes that straddle the wheatbelt. Red-necked
Avocets, which seem to bear the brunt of Silver Gull
predation, will often breed in colonies such as at Lake
Chillingup and Newdegate Lakes only to be abandoned
due to heavy predation by Silver Gulls.
Silver Gulls will often start breeding near these colonies
as ample food is available. The number of breeding
pairs is generally low. The first time I was swooped by
Silver Gulls I wondered where they could be breeding.
Over the years I have found that Silver Gulls are very
adaptable in choosing new nest sites. At Tom South Lake
near Cranbrook I have found Silver Gulls nesting in old
Australian Raven nests in paperbark trees along the lake’s
edge. At Wagin I have found a Silver Gull nest on the top
of old fence posts/tree stumps sticking out of the water
in the middle of the lake. Other unusual locations have
been in an old White-faced Heron nest and, at Newdegate
Lakes, 12 Silver Gull nests were located among the roots
of fallen Yate trees.
Reference
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Oriental Honey-buzzard, a
summer visitor to southwest WA
(Editors’ note: This article provides a summary of
observations of honey-buzzards in south-western Australia.
Since receiving it, we have learnt that Dan Mantle and others
are preparing a detailed assessment of all Australian honeybuzzard records, to be published elsewhere. We’ll let readers
know when that happens.)

On 27 January 2003 Michael Hughes from Leinster
(27° 55’S; 120° 41’E) found a live hawk, exhausted
and starving. The bird later died and was identified by
the Western Australian Museum as an Oriental Honeybuzzard, Pernis ptilorhynchus orientalis (Johnstone and
Storr 2004).
A few years later, Bill Betts made a sighting of an Oriental
Honey-buzzard on 23 January 2011 at Lake Goollelal
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which is south of Lake Joondalup. After seeing a photo
on the internet, he recognised it as an Oriental Honeybuzzard, which was later confirmed by John Graff.
Subsequently, in 2015, the Oriental Honey-buzzard was
seen frequently at Lake Joondalup and then again in
2016 and 2017. I have collated records of sightings of
the species in south-west WA from Western Australian
Bird Notes and eBird and these are shown in Figure 1.
Initially a solitary bird was seen, soon followed by
sightings of a second and during the second season
2015/2016 this number increased to a total of three
birds. The individual birds were identified based on
differences in their plumage. The Australian Bird Guide
(Menkhorst et al. 2017) provides a good description of
identification features for the species and different age
classes and sexes on pages 234-235.
The Oriental Honey-buzzard seems on its way to
becoming a regular summer visitor to south-west
Western Australia. The earliest sightings of the Oriental
Honey-buzzard in south-western Australia in each season
were on 3 January 2015, 15 November 2015 and 14
January 2017 and the last sightings were on 23 February
2015; 25 February 2016 and 24 March 2017.
The summer months therefore are when it frequents the
Swan Coastal Plain for a period of about three months.
The migratory Oriental Honey-buzzards arrive at their
breeding grounds in April and May and leave their
breeding grounds between August and October (from
BirdLife International 2017). Although only known as a
recent visitor to the south-west, it seems likely that its
presence may have been overlooked prior to the recent
spate of sightings.
There was also a sighting of an Oriental Honey-buzzard
by George Swann at Nimalaica Claypan north of Broome
on 2 September 2014 (eBird, 2 Sep 2014) which fits in
with a south ward migration pattern.
Initial sightings from near Perth were only from around
Lake Joondalup, but sightings have since come from
further afield, including the southern chain of lakes on
the Swan Coastal Plain, such as Bibra Lake, North Lake
and Kogolup Lake.
The Oriental Honey-buzzard feeds mainly on the combs
and larvae of bees and wasps. There is no shortage of
their favourite food on the Swan Coastal Plain which has
a large feral bee population.

The distribution of the
Oriental honey-buzzard
is split into two distinct
groups: the northern one
is migratory and comprises
the subspecies Pernis
ptilorhyncus orientalis,
and the southern one is
mostly sedentary and
comprises the other
five subspecies (P. p.
ruficollis, P. p. torquatus,
P. p. ptilorhyncus, P. p.
palawanensis and P. p.
philippensis). The northern
group breeds during the
summer from southern
Oriental Honey Buzzard. Photo
Siberia down to northby Ross Jones
east China, North Korea
and Japan, but migrates
down through the Indian
subcontinent and Southeast Asia over winter. The
sedentary southern group occurs from north Pakistan
down through Southeast Asia as far south as Java in
Indonesia. Within the southern group the ranges of the
five subspecies vary geographically (Ferguson-Lees and
Christie 2001).
The northern subspecies, Pernis ptilorhyncus orientalis, is
the one that migrates to Western Australia. ‘Our’ Oriental
Honey-buzzards are therefore likely to come from the
breeding area covering southern Siberia down to northeast China, North Korea and Japan (Figure 2, see p2).
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Figure 1. Oriental Honey-buzzard presence in south-western Australia, January 2015 to September 2017. Sources:
WABN and eBird.
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SOUTH-WEST FAIRY TERN
PROJECT
The Fairy Tern is currently listed as threatened
(Vulnerable) under the Environmental Protection
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) and ‘rare
or ... likely to become extinct’ (vulnerable) under the
Western Australian Wildlife Conservation Act 1950.
This tern breeds in colonies on sandy shorelines, a habit
which exposes nesting birds to people on beaches, offroad vehicles, domestic dogs, feral and commensal native
predators, storms, rising sea-levels, coastal development,
declining water quality, fishing and so on.
The species is heavily impacted by human activities
along the coast and on our offshore islands according to
Project co-ordinator, Dr Nic Dunlop from the Conservation
Council of WA (CCWA). Without our intervention “the
Fairy Tern will cease to persist as a breeding species in
populated areas. Their susceptibility to a kaleidoscope of
coastal impacts makes them a potential flagship species
for assessing the effectiveness of coastal environmental
management. We need to take steps to accommodate
the needs of local Fairy Tern populations before we lose
them.”
The South West Fairy Tern Project was initiated by the
CCWA in 2014 to support the recovery of the Australian
population of the Fairy Tern, with the emphasis on
the migratory sub-population that inhabits the region
from Shark Bay to the Recherche Archipelago between
September and May.
The project has two components. The first is a cohort
banding project conducted by the CCWA Citizen Science
Program, designed to improve the current understanding
of population size and structure. The second is a capacity
building project designed to improve surveillance and
decision-making to protect colonies and to provide secure
breeding sites for Fairy Terns along the coast.
A site at the Mandurah Marina has now been developed
as a relatively secure ‘managed site’ to allow Fairy
Terns to continue breeding at
the mouth of the Peel Inlet.
This project, referred to as
the Mandurah Marina Fairy
Tern Sanctuary, has been the
initiative City of Mandurah,
with funding from Coastwest,
an initiative under Western
Australian Planning Commission
(WAPC) and the Department of
Planning, Lands and Heritage.
The project is supported by
Peel-Harvey Catchment Council
(PHCC) through funding
from the Western Australian
Government’s State NRM
Program and the National
Landcare Program.
The CCWA’s South West Fairy
Tern Network is also a project
partner providing technical
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advice and capacity building as part of the Fairy Tern
Citizen Science program, with the Peel Branch of BirdLife
Western Australia also providing support.
The South West Fairy Tern Network and the City of
Mandurah and PHCC volunteers have been busy over
recent weeks preparing the site, painting decoys and
monitoring the arrival of Fairy Terns.
A Fairy Tern Conservation Guide was developed for the
workshops and is now available on the Conservation
Council Website http://www.ccwa.org.au/fairyterns.

Joining the WA Fairy Tern Network Facebook
Group
1. Log into Facebook (or create an account just for Fairy
Terns!)
2. In the top left search box, search for “Fairy Tern
Conservation Group”
3. From the list of results, select the “Fairy Tern
Conservation Group” link - it should be listed first
under the “Groups” heading
4. Click on the ‘Join Group’ button
5. Wait to be accepted into the Fairy Tern Conservation
Group
6. Start uploading photos with date, time and location
(as accurate as you can be!)
Keen photographers are encouraged to get involved
monitoring the sanctuary and the terns whilst remaining
outside the fenced area. Observers are requested
to report any incursions, theft, vandalism or other
disturbance.

For more information
Contact Dr Nic Dunlop on 08 9420 7266 or email nic.
dunlop@ccwa.org.au

Volunteers spreading shell material at the Mandurah Marina managed site. Photo by Nic
Dunlop
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Temporary foster parent
During a recent storm, a pot plant containing a nest was
blown over on our neighbour’s veranda in Albany. Both
the nest and the single chick it had contained ended up
on the ground. After placing the chick back into the nest
and securing the nest to the plant I stepped aside to see
if the chick’s parents would return. And indeed, soon
after a New Holland Honeyeater flew to the nest. This
came as a bit of a surprise as both the chick and the nest
seemed to be too large to belong to the bird. However,
when I checked on the nest an hour later the honeyeater
was still sitting on the nest, making me wonder whether
it was perhaps raising a cuckoo chick. All was explained
when I returned to the nest a few hours later and found
another bird sitting on the nest—this time the real
parent, a Red Wattlebird.
I’m happy to report that the wattlebird chick survived
the ordeal of being blown out of the nest and has
since fledged, but the mystery about the New Holland
Honeyeater’s behaviour remains unsolved.
Fred Bondin

Comparison of the birdlife at
three suburban localities
The number of landbird species which could be seen or
heard from three suburban localities are compared (see
next page for Tables 1 and 2). The localities are southeast Innaloo, Caddy Avenue in West Leederville and Vine
Street in North Perth. None of the species recorded are
unexpected, although the Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo
at south-east Innaloo is the farthest west it has been
recorded at that latitude (Johnstone et al. 2017).
Weekly observations at Caddy Avenue were made over
seven years (361 weeks) during 1980-83 and 1993-2007
(Abbott 2009) and again for 4 years (207 weeks) during
2011-2014 (Abbott and Barrett 2016). Observations were
also made at Vine Street by Barrett during 2011-2014
(202 weeks). Innaloo was surveyed twice a week for 68
weeks from April 2016 to August 2017, except for the
period August and September 2016.
South-east Innaloo is c 30 ha in extent and contains a
grassed reserve of 2.8 ha and a grassy reserve of 2300
square metres. It is highly urbanised and therefore only
moderately vegetated, but is attractive to ground-feeders
with its extensive lawns and road verges. Caddy Avenue
and Vine Street are residences and their surrounds
and have a greater amount of bird-friendly vegetation.
Both localities are more attractive to honeyeaters and
insectivores than south-east Innaloo, which lacks suitable
vegetation for them, except for the Singing Honeyeater
and Red Wattlebird, which seem to feed largely on
invertebrates such as insects and spiders.
Innaloo with its grassed lawns and a few small patches
of bare ground is more attractive to ground-feeders, with
seven species having a Frequency of Occurrence (FO) of
100%. This contrasts with Caddy Avenue (2) with only
the Spotted Dove and Australian Raven having FOs of
100% and Caddy Avenue (1) and Vine Street none.
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The Cockatiel was heard calling at both Innaloo and
Vine Street but were presumably escaped cage birds
because captive birds would have been heard more
often and during subsequent surveys at Innaloo. The
Swamp Harrier seen over Innaloo was probably in transit
between Lake Gwelup, 2 km to the north-west, and
Herdsman Lake, 2 km to the south-east. Small numbers
of Australian White Ibis (FO 100%) are consistently seen
foraging over lawns or flying overhead at Innaloo but
flocks of 30-40 birds will forage over the grassy reserves
following substantial rainfall. Stranger (2017) classed
the Brown Honeyeater at Innaloo as a vagrant but it is
probably better to consider it a visitor, even though it is
very rare in the area and together with the New Holland
Honeyeater is predominantly heard calling from northeast of the study area. The three species of corellas were
not necessarily identified to species during each survey
and thus can only be given an FO of the variables x,
y and z even though they were observed during each
survey.
Although Innaloo is more than c 30 times the extent of
the Caddy Avenue and Vine Street sites, fewer species
were recorded in it. Reasons for this include Innaloo
being surveyed for only 68 weeks as against 361, 207
and 202 weeks at Caddy Avenue and Vine Street, as well
as differences in habitat, Innaloo primarily being open
lawn and grassland while Caddy Avenue and Vine Street
have denser and flowering vegetation.
Innaloo has more large ground-feeders with FOs of 100%
and more species with FOs of 100%. Namely, Australian
White Ibis, Laughing and Spotted Doves, Rainbow
Lorikeet, Magpie-lark, Australian Magpie, Australian
Raven, Singing Honeyeater, Red Wattlebird and Willie
Wagtail. This is attributable to the ease of observing in
Innaloo and being easily searched for species. Innaloo
also covers a much greater part of a species territory
or foraging range and is therefore more likely to be
observed. For instance, the territories of the Willie
Wagtail are more likely to be covered entirely as also is
the case for one family of Australian Magpies and a few
pairs of Magpie-larks.
Acknowledgement
I am very grateful to Ian Abbott for reading and
commenting on this paper.
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Table 1. Frequency of weekly occurrences of bird species in Innaloo and North Perth expressed as percentages.
Note: Percentages are given to the nearest integer unless <5 and then to one decimal place.
Species

Innaloo
(68 wks)

Rock Dove

Caddy (1)
(361 wks)

Caddy (2)
(207 wks)

Vine
(202 wks)

3

7

46

0.5

Laughing Dove

100

98

76

1.5

Spotted Dove

100

23

100

92

0

0.6

0

0

100

0.6

7

24

0

0

0

1

Fork-tailed Swift
Australian White Ibis
Black-shouldered Kite
Whistling Kite

0

0

0

1.5

Brown Goshawk

0

0

0

1.5

Swamp Harrier

1.5

0

0

0

Australian Hobby

1.5

0.3

1

10

0

0

0.5

0

16

0

15

15

Carnaby's Black-Cockatoo

65

26

64

52

Galah

82

9

59

24

X

0

0

0

Painted Button-quail
Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo

Long-billed Corella
Western Corella

Y

0

0

0

Little Corella

Z

25

64

31

100

44

100

89

Rainbow Lorikeet
Australian Ringneck
Laughing Kookaburra
Sacred Kingfisher

0

64

33

0

15

29

43

7

0

0.3

0

1
2.9

Rainbow Bee-eater

1.5

1.4

0

Western Gerygone

0

0.3

0

0

Striated Pardalote

4

2

23

1.5

Singing Honeyeater

100

100

100

97

Western Wattlebird

0

0.3

0.5

0

100

56

100

61

Brown Honeyeater

75

39

81

44

New Holland Honeyeater

12

0

9

28

1.5

14

97

40
43

Red Wattlebird

White-cheeked Honeyeater
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike

41

31

53

Grey Butcherbird

84

1.4

83

6

Australian Magpie

100

37

98

62

Willie Wagtail

100

15

88

74

Australian Raven

100

75

100

46

Magpie-lark

100

37

98

62

Silvereye

0

54

51

33

1.5

35

70

16

Tree Martin

3

49

2.4

41

Mistletoebird

0

0.3

0

4.4

Welcome Swallow

Table 2. Distribution of Number of Species as Percentages of FOs
>75%
Innaloo

2

Caddy (2)

12

Vine
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12

Caddy (1)

3

75%-25%

<25%

Total no. of
species

3

13

28

14

17

33

9

10

31

14

17

34
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Surveying for the Abrolhos
Painted Button-quail

left by their foraging activities. We also attempted to
flush the birds by walking across potential habitat at
spacings of 10-20 m apart. When flushed, buttonquail will fly a metre or two above the ground for some
distance before dropping and running. The button-quail
are the only bird on the Abrolhos islands that will do this,
except Brush Bronzewings that are distinctly larger and
have a slower flapping pattern.

There are two subspecies of the Painted Button-quail –
one is widespread on the southern and eastern mainland,
and one is endemic to the Houtman Abrolhos archipelago,
which lies approximately 60 to 80 km off the western
coast of Western Australia. The Abrolhos Painted Buttonquail is resident
North Island
on three islands of
the Wallabi Group:
No signs of buttonNorth Island (181
quail were found
ha), East Wallabi
on North Island.
Island (321 ha),
The Tammar
and West Wallabi
Wallabies were
Island (587 ha)
abundant, in
(Storr et al.,
particular in the
1986; Garnett
south-eastern part
et al., 2011). It
of the island, with
has also been
over 100 seen
recorded on nearby
during the survey.
Oystercatcher (4.6
The vegetation, in
ha) (R. Johnstone,
particular where
pers. com. 10
the wallabies were
August 2017),
abundant, was
Seagull (7.7 ha)
obviously affected
and Pigeon (4.3
by wallaby grazing
ha) Islands but it is
and trampling.
thought that they
This trampling also
Painted Button-quail, Cheynes Beach. Photo from BWA Digital Library (Xenia
are unlikely to be
Dennett)
made searching
resident on these
for button-quail
smaller islands
platelets difficult,
(Garnett et al., 2011).
as in most places where platelets were likely to have
been, the platelets would have been obscured by wallaby
In 2017 Parks and Wildlife Service, in conjunction with
tracks in a short period of time.
the Batavia Coast Marine Institute (BCMI), undertook
surveys of all the islands that the button-quail have
East Wallabi Island
previously been recorded from. These surveys were
undertaken on 22nd August (North Island) and 19th (East
As East Wallabi with its airstrip is one of the easiest
Wallabi, Oystercatcher, Seagull and 20th (West Wallabi)
islands to access, in 2016 BCMI began a trial of
September 2017. Pigeon Island was not surveyed
th
monitoring button-quail platelet numbers by transect
but staff stayed overnight on the island on the 19
(12 transects 100 m long and 2 m wide) as a possible
September and saw no signs of button-quail among the
indicator of button-quail abundance. These transects
shacks. Most of the island is now covered by shacks and
were undertaken on the sand dunes east and west of
it seems unlikely button-quail would still occur on the
the airstrip. This trial was continued by repeating the
island.
monitoring of 12 transects, with both fresh and old
Survey effort on each of the islands included:
platelets recorded (Table 1). The trial has now been
completed three times, with fewer platelets recorded in
•
North Island: searched for 3 hours by 6 people. This
spring than summer. Further monitoring is required to
search covered most of the island except for the
determine whether this is just variation in the data or
central ‘swamp’ habitat.
indicates a seasonal change in button-quail foraging.
•
East Wallabi: 12 transects (100 m long, 2 m wide)
monitoring platelet numbers and distribution were
completed adjacent to the airstrip in 2 hours by 14
Table 1: Results of East Wallabi Island platelet transect
people.
monitoring trial.
•

West Wallabi: searched for 3 hours by 14 people.
Covered the west side of the island.

No. of transects
with fresh platelets
(n = 12)

No. of fresh
platelets

Oystercatcher, Seagull and Turnstone islands
searched for 2 hours by 14 people. This covered most
of these three islands.

Sep 2016

1

5

The button-quail was surveyed by searching the ground,
particularly under bushes, for the characteristic ’platelets’

Dec 2016

12

86

Sep 2017

5

9

•
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West Wallabi Island
Searches were undertaken behind the
fisherman’s camp and then north-west
to the northern tip of the island, and
south approximately 1.5 km. Four
button-quail were flushed south of
the camp in open scrub on pavement
limestone habitat. Most of the buttonquail platelets seen were also in this
habitat, which also occurred near the
northern tip of the island.

Oystercatcher, Seagull and
Turnstone Islands
Two button-quail were seen on Seagull
Island. They were seen to flush ahead
of the observers four times from the
middle of the island to the south-west
corner, but it seemed likely to be
just two birds. Button-quail platelets,
mostly old but some recent, were
found to be widespread and common
in the shell-grit soil over most of
Seagull and Turnstone islands, with a
few also on Oystercatcher Island.

Conclusions

Table 2. Incidental sightings of other birds observed during surveys for
button-quail:
Species

Islands

Brush Bronzewing

East Wallabi, Seagull

Australasian Gannet

in transit to islands

Wedge-tailed Shearwater

Pigeon

Pied Cormorant

West Wallabi, Seagull

Osprey

East and West Wallabi

White-bellied Sea-Eagle

West Wallabi, North

Pied Oystercatcher

West Wallabi, Seagull

Sooty Oystercatcher

Oystercatcher

Red-capped Plover

East and West Wallabi, North

Greater Sand Plover

North

Sanderling

West Wallabi

Ruddy Turnstone

North

Fairy Tern

West Wallabi, Seagull, North

Caspian Tern

West Wallabi, North

Crested Tern

West Wallabi, North

Pacific Gull

West Wallabi, Seagull, North

Silver Gull

All islands, nesting on Oystercatcher

White-browed Scrubwren

East and West Wallabi

Silvereye

East Wallabi, Seagull, North

Australian Raven

Pigeon

These surveys confirmed that the
Abrolhos Painted Button-quail remains a resident of East
and West Wallabi but is probably locally extinct, or nearly
so, on North Island. The button-quail were recorded on
North Island in 2006 by Blyth et al. (2007) but not seen
there in 2013 (Blyth et al., 2013). This decline is most
likely due to the habitat degradation caused by Tammar
Wallabies, that were introduced in 1985.

Storr, G. M., Johnstone, R. E., and Griffin, P. (1986). Birds
of the Houtman Abrolhos, Western Australia. Records
of the Western Australian Museum, Supplement 24,
1–42.
Janet Newell (DBCA), Maryke Gray (BCMI)
and Anthony Desmond (DBCA)

The sightings of button-quail and large numbers of
platelets on Seagull and neighbouring Oystercatcher and
Turnstone Islands suggests the birds could be resident
rather than just vagrant birds from East or West Wallabi
Islands as previous sightings have been assumed to be,
though this cannot be confirmed from these surveys.
Also, these are small islands and so it seems unlikely
they would support viable populations of the buttonquail.
Other opportunistic bird sightings are listed in Table 2.
References
Blyth, J., Blyth, J., Agar, G., and Agar, P. (2007). Search
for Painted Button-quail on North and East Wallabi
Islands. Western Australian Bird Notes 123, 1–3.
Blyth, J., Burbidge, A. A., and Fitzhardinge, J. (2014).
Another search for Painted Button-quail on North
Island, Houtman Abrolhos. Western Australian Bird
Notes 149, 25.
Garnett, S., Szabo, J., and Dutson, G. (2011). ‘The Action
Plan for Australian Birds 2010’. (CSIRO Publishing:
Melbourne.)
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Brown Quail near Nanutarra, Pilbara. Photo by Alan Watson
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Crossword No. 33
CLUES

by Pam Agar
1

2

6

7

3

4

8

5

6.
10.
11.
13.
14.
16.
17.
18.
21.
22.
27.
28.
30.
31.

10
11

12

14

15

13

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24
25
27

30

Across

9

May provide members’ opinions.
Extremity.
Feeling on seeing a huge breeding colony?
Not conducive to birding.
Small hovering raptor.
Navigational means of waders?
This breeding plumage may indicate it’s all over!
Essential.
Seasonal source of nectar.
To give out.
Food source for leaf-gleaners.
Conspicuous.
Incorrect.
Small needle-like shafts extending from tail of
one swift.

26
28

31

See page 53 for Answers

Australian Owlet-nightjar, Karijini (see report,
p17). Photo by John McMullan
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Down
1. Parrot noise.
2. Consumed.
3. Sometimes a form of greeting between pairs.
4. To do in order of importance.
5.	It could happen.
7. To choose.
8. Necessary to do if a sighting seems unusual.
9. Not always easy.
12. To stop suddenly.
15. Part of name of a wide-spread cuckoo.
19. You could see four different species in WA.
20. Request.
23. Honeyeater species, only one in WA.
24. On rocks; may or may not concern a wader.
25. Preferred Emu habitat.
26. Purpose of a mist net.
29. Common no. of eggs laid by many duck species.

Osprey, Cottesloe. Photo by Duncan Warwick-Champion
Page 29

Notices
BirdLife Western Australia

BirdLife Western Australia

WESTERN AUSTRALIA
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

NOTICE OF
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
BIRDLIFE WESTERN AUSTRALIA

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
BirdLife Western Australia

Monday 26 February 2018 at 7:30 pm
Bold Park Ecology Centre,
Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat
The Annual General Meeting of BirdLife Western
Australia is called to consider the following agenda:
1. Apologies
2. Confirmation of 2017 minutes (see BirdLife WA
website)
3. Business arising
4. Chair’s report
5. Treasurer’s report
6. Election of officers
7. General business
8. Guest speaker (Dr Blair Parsons, Director of
Conservation WA/NT, Greening Australia)
Mike Bamford, Chair

Nominations are called for the following positions to
be elected at the BirdLife Western Australia Annual
General Meeting on 26 February 2018:
Chair
Vice Chair
Secretary
Treasurer
Committee members (up to 7)
Nomination forms are available from the BirdLife WA
office and also in this edition of WABN (see below)
and should be returned to the Secretary by 26 January
2018.
All positions are open and not all current committee
members will be renominating. Volunteers willing
to attend the monthly meetings and take on these
responsibilities are sought.

BirdLife Western Australia
Committee nomination form

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Position:
(Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, Committee member)

Nominee:
		
Nominated by:
		
Seconded by:
		
I hereby accept this nomination:
		

(Signature of nominee)

Date:		
Please return this form before 26 January 2018 to:
The Secretary, BirdLife Western Australia, 167 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat, WA 6014
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BirdLife WA Office news
The BirdLife WA office will close on Thursday 21st
December and will re-open on Monday 8th January 2018. A
time for our hard-working office volunteers to relax and enjoy
the festive season and to recharge their batteries for 2018. We
would be unable to offer a service to members and the general
public five days a week without them, a very big thank-you to
all our office volunteers.
I would especially like to acknowledge Wendy Napier who
is retiring after volunteering in the office since 1984. She has
seen many changes in that time—when Wendy started we
were the RAOU and rented a room in the Rowley’s Centre
near Canning Bridge. In her time as a volunteer we moved
first to Perry House and then to our current home, Peregrine
House and our organisation changed to Birds Australia and
now BirdLife Australia. Wendy volunteered in the office two
Wednesdays each month and was always on hand to assist
visitors to the office with their queries, answer many phone
calls and to help out where she could. Thank you, Wendy,
for your 34 years of service and efforts on behalf of our WA
birds, you will be greatly missed.
We were fortunate to have new volunteers join the team in
2017 and always welcome new additions.
I hope everyone has a lovely Christmas and New Year and I
look forward to working with you all in 2018.
Annette Park
Office Manager

Donations to
BirdLife Western Australia
The Western Australian Branch is aiming to be in the financial
position to support conservation work through projects, particularly
aimed at threatened species. With the decline in government funding,
support for this work through donations and bequests is one way this
aim can be realised in the future.

Great Cocky Count campouts!
The 2018 GCC will be the first to feature
campouts to collect data from areas where
we traditionally struggle to get enough
volunteers. The locations will be the Stirling
Range and Cheyne’s Beach and the big
weekend will be April 7-8. You will need to
be able to stay both Saturday and Sunday
nights to participate. Please email wa@
birdlife.org.au or call 9383 7749 to book a
place.
Sue Mather will host one of these campouts,
but we are looking for someone to host the
other. Are you that person?
If so please email Adam on
greatcockycount@birdlife.org.au to discuss.

Annual Hooded Plover Count
Saturday 13 January 2018 and
Sunday 14 January 2018

Tax deductible donations specifically for BirdLife Western Australia
can be made to BirdLife Western Australia through our office at
Peregrine House. A tax deductible receipt will be issued.
If the donation is being made as a direct deposit in the BirdLife
Western Australia bank account, it is important to signify who it
is from and that it is specifically for BirdLife Western Australia.
Donations will then be held in a separate account so that they can be
accounted for through the national office each year in accordance with
the Federal Taxation Department requirements.
Such donations, unless specified by the donor for a particular
purpose, will be used to assist in meeting the objectives of the
organisation.
If you have decided to make a lasting legacy to BirdLife Australia in
your Will, contact Bequests Officer Ralf Sternad on 03 9347 0757
for a confidential discussion on your options, including any specific
requests (e.g. support for black cockatoos in WA).
Mike Bamford
Chair
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Don’t miss out on one of the birding highlights of
the year!
Surveyors always welcome.
For details, please contact Marcus Singor:
Tel: 9383 7749
e-mail : msingor@bigpond.com or
wa@birdlife.org.au
See next 2 pages for survey sheet.
This year’s survey has been brought forward in order to
align with the Shorebird 2020 and
Asian Waterbird Census.
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HOODED PLOVER OBSERVATION FORM

SUMMER SURVEY 2018
(Sat. 13 and Sun. 14 January 2018)
Please fill out this form even if you search an area and do not find Hooded Plovers.
Observer: _______

Phone:_____________________________

Address:

_____________________________________________________________________________________

E-mail:

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Weather:

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Hooded Plover observation details: Date: ___________________________

Time: ____________________

Location: ______________________________________________________________________________________
Lat: _________________________________________

Long: ________________________________________

Survey starting point: Lat._____________________

Long:________________________________________

Survey finishing point: Lat:_____________________

Long:________________________________________

Total Hooded Plover seen: _______________________________________________________________________
Adults (No.) ___________________

Juveniles (No.) _________________

Runners ( No.) __________________

Breeding and nesting notes (i.e. location, eggs or runners): ____________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
Habitat: ______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
Lakes

Water levels:

Lake:

Fresh

Full __________ 3/4 __________ 1/2 __________ 1/4 __________ Dry_______________

___________________

Brackish ___________________

Salt ________________________

Notes: ________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
Hooded Plover Committee, BirdLife Western Australia, 167 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat, W.A. 6014.
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Conservation: Are there any threats evident? _________________________________________________________
Dogs (

)

Cats (

)

Foxes (

)

Horses (

)

Four wheel drive vehicles (

)

Quad bikes (

)

Trail bikes (

)

______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

Please draw a sketch map of the area (e.g. wetland or section of beach) even if Hooded Plovers were not found.
Please show which part of the area you searched, as well as location of Hooded Plovers and nests.

Other shorebirds present: (species and numbers)
Australian Pied Oystercatcher .........................................
Sooty Oystercatcher .....................................................
Red-capped Plover ........................................................
Sanderling ...................................................................
Ruddy Turnstone...........................................................
Red-necked Stint...........................................................
..................................................................................

Comments

Thank you for participating. Please return form to:
BirdLife Western Australia
Hooded Plover Committee
167 Perry Lakes Drive
Floreat W.A.
6014
Tel: 08 9383 7749
e-mail: wa@birdlife.org.au
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Birdata Mobile App workshops
BirdLife Western Australia is holding up to four
workshops presented by Tegan Douglas during the next
year to encourage members to use the Systematic Bird
Surveys facility of the App. as it provides the most
beneficial information of bird occurrences and population
changes.

Now on DVD – “Secrets at Sunrise” the challenges of saving a cryptic bird

The Birdata mobile App is intended to facilitate data
entry in the field on mobile devices and provides basic
reporting statistics. No longer do you need to carry a
notebook and pen.
Analysis of structured monitoring surveys in Birdata
feeds directly into the State of Australia’s Birds report
series. These reports are the guides to the status of
Australia’s bird populations, designed to inform decision
making on land management, and direct conservation and
policy that affects Australia’s birds and biodiversity.
The user has a choice of:
1.

2.

Systematic (structured) surveys (2-ha, 20 min
search, 500 metres and 5-kilometre search area)
providing the most beneficial information of bird
occurrences and population changes. Embedded
surveys allow you to combine the two into one survey.
Unstandardised Bird Surveys (Incidental and Fixed
Route searches) provide basic information regarding
only the geographical occurrences of species.
An incidental search entail recording of one off
sightings or surveys less than 20 minutes, whilst
fixed route monitoring allows you to conduct repeat
surveys at your favourite birding spot, or

3.

Used simply to enter and store personal birding
lists for your own use that are collected without
conforming to scientific standards.

We expect the participants will go away with an
understanding of the benefits of using the App not
only for personal recordings but contributing to a
large nationwide database of bird occurrences over an
extended period.
You will need a mobile phone that allows the downloading
of the App which is free on:
Google Play: //www.play.google.com/store
Apple iTunes: //www.apple.com./itunes

Several years in the making, the feature-length documentary
about the dramatic efforts to save one of Australia’s rarest
birds from extinction is now available on DVD.

The film captures the challenges of working in a remote
environment trying to save a cryptic bird which wasn’t
photographed in the wild until 2004 and whose numbers
are estimated to be less than 150 individuals; an enigmatic
parrot which chooses to live on the ground and only makes its
presence known when it calls at dawn and at dusk.
Esperance filmmaker Jennene Riggs, a passionate advocate
for the natural environment, was granted exclusive access
allowing her to follow a team of conservation experts and
volunteers working together to save the Western Ground
Parrot. Jennene accompanied the team from remote Cape
Arid National Park, where the only known population of the
critically endangered parrot survives, to Perth Zoo where
attempts are under way to breed the birds in captivity.
There are moments of high drama when a series of bushfires
threatens to wipe out the last population of the grounddwelling parrot and moments of joy when the team succeeds
in capturing two birds for the captive breeding trial at Perth
Zoo.
Check out the documentary trailer on Vimeo:
https://vimeo.com/215643672

The DVD is available for $25 with half the proceeds going to
the Western Ground Parrot recovery project helping to get a
captive breeding program running.

To order a copy, please e-mail Friends of the Western Ground
Parrot for further details:
wgparrot@gmail.com

and search for Birdata.
Alternatively, if you prefer to use your laptop or tablet
go to the BirdLife Australia portal at:
//www.birdata.birdlife.org.au
The first half-day workshop is scheduled for 16th
December at the WA Ecology Centre, Bold Park. This is a
free event.
Register your interest by emailing:
louscampoli@iinet.net.au.
The workshop agenda will be emailed to you.
Lou Scampoli
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New WA members
The following WA people joined BirdLife Australia
during the period 31 July to 26 October 2017:
H Abdi, D Aspey, A Bowman, V Burgess,
A Cattermole, G Chauvin, J Cresp, C-A Davies,
S Dawson, T de Silva, A Furber, M Green, C Greenwell,
A Gulliver, C Hannan, T High, R Jakeway, J Kamitsuma,
S Lapensee, C McElroy, E McSweeney, V Moss,
P Moyes, J Newton, M Oates, G Owen, G Paton,
G Paton, R Shearn, B Straker, L Titren, B Webster
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Country branches
ALBANY BRANCH
Excursion reports
Cranbrook area, 10 October
The weather forecast wasn't promising, but we were
hopeful we would still be able to put in a few hours
of birding before the cold front was due to hit. Strong
winds made it difficult to find birds at Cranbrook's town
reserve but with patience we managed to get good looks
at Sacred Kingfisher, Yellow-plumed Honeyeater and a
pair of nesting Striated Pardalote. We continued on to
Bob's Lake, a private wetland north-east of Cranbrook
which is accessible to the general public via a farm
track off Brickhouse Road. After a very wet winter, the
lake's water levels were high and, apart from a single
Black-winged Stilt, no shorebirds were seen. There was
a small number of swans and ducks on the lake, but
the hundreds of waterbirds usually encountered during
the summer months were absent. On our way back to
Albany we had a brief stop at Lake Matilda where we
added a couple of species to our list, but again there
were only a few waterbirds present.
Cheynes Beach, 21 October
Following a recent spate of reports of possible Western
Ground Parrot sightings, we offered to volunteer with the
Parks and Wildlife Service and help with the setting up of
automated recording units that will record bird calls over
a period of six weeks so it can be determined if Western

Ground Parrots are indeed present in the heathlands at
Cheynes Beach. As expected, we encountered Tawnycrowned Honeyeaters and Southern Emu-wrens. Western
Bristlebirds and Noisy Scrub-birds which had been very
vocal in the area the previous week remained silent.
Good, close-up views of a Swamp Harrier hunting in the
area, however, made up for this. Our outing was cut
short when we were called upon to help an injured man
who needed to be taken to the hospital in Albany.
The local branch also offered a National Bird Week event
inviting people to join a walk to learn how to identify
birds by their call.

Future outings
Excursions will take place on Tuesday, 12 December, 9
January, 13 February and 13 March. More details about
destinations, where to meet, etc, will be made available
on BWA e-news. You can also check the Albany Bird
Group’s website and Facebook page:
http://sites.google.com/site/albanybirds/Home
Excursion leader will be Anne Bondin (PH: 9844 1793).
Feel free to contact the branch for further information.
In March we will again partner with GreenSkills and run
the South Coast Festival of Birds with a wide variety of
bird-related activities offered throughout the month.

CAPE TO CAPE GROUP
Program
Sunday 7 January: Half-day excursion, VasseWonnerup Estuaries
Meet at 8:00 am on Tuart Drive, 300 m on the Busselton
side of the Layman Road roundabout at the gate next
to the Abba River for a 2 km return walk to the Vasse
Estuary. We will then drive round the corner to the birdhide opposite Wonnerup House for morning tea and may
also access a wetland on private property at Capel. This
excursion is a repeat of a highly successful visit in
January 2014. Bring morning tea, chair, hat, sunscreen,
water, insect repellent, sturdy footwear and telescope (if
you have one).
Leader: Bernie Masters
All the excursions are for BirdLife Australia members and
the general public. For details of any of the above, please
contact Christine Wilder cwilderone@yahoo.com.au or
Boyd Wykes majyx@iinet.net.au.

Excursion/campout reports
Owling, 22 July
An enthusiastic group of 15 local and visiting owlers
gathered at Margaret River on 22 July. Against all odds,
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 164 December 2017

we jagged a still, dry night, perfect for hearing our target
species, the Masked Owl. Unfortunately, the Masked Owls
didn’t read the script and none were detected. Our aim
was to make people aware that this enigmatic species,
the largest Tyto owl species in the world, is found in the
district.
We are not encouraging use of play-back to gratify ‘listticking’ and photography but it is a tool that can aid
detection and reporting so that we can learn something
of the status, habits and requirements of this little
studied population. We demonstrated how to position
quietly before dark at a likely bush block to hear any
birds call as they leave their roost or nesting hollow for
a night’s hunting. We then used play-back at two sites
where we have recorded birds during the night on their
travels, somewhere within an expected 3000 ha (6 km
diameter circle) range. No luck this time, as is often the
case on our many nights spent monitoring the Margaret
River population. Southern Boobooks were heard at two
of the sites and both species of possum seen during the
excursion.
By all accounts as we shared pizzas afterwards, everyone
had an enjoyable evening’s adventure as an alternative to
staying at home to watch TV.
Boyd Wykes
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Tingrith campout, 19-20 August
It was a glorious winter’s morning on 18 August when
Karen Righton and I set off from Perth on the journey
down to Margaret River for the campout at Tingrith.
Several raptors were spotted along the freeway, including
a Little Eagle, Black-shouldered and Whistling Kites. At a
stop off in Busselton at the bridge over the Vasse River,
just prior to the town centre, a very friendly Musk Duck
drake was encountered, no doubt used to tourists and
passers-by. Other species included shovelers, swallows,
Straw-necked Ibis, Magpie-lark, Grey Fantail and other
bushbirds.
Final stop was at Tingrith, situated on a property of over
100 acres, about half of which is natural bushland, in
upper Margaret River. The meeting house is in a clearing
surrounded by bush adjoining the State Forest. Grevilleas
at the rear of the house are frequented by New Holland
Honeyeaters. Australian Ringnecks, Splendid Fairy-wrens,
Scarlet Robins and other bushbirds were sighted on
arrival at the meeting house.
The following morning was the start of the campout and
several keen birders came along to make a group of nine.
Karen and I had been on a short walk prior to everyone’s
arrival and we saw Western Rosellas and a few other
bushbirds, but unfortunately the heavens opened and we
were caught in heavy rain and had to cut our excursion
short.
On the first guided walk in the grounds of the property,
the weather stayed dry for the most part with light drizzle
now and then. Red-capped Parrots, Australian Ringnecks,
Scarlet Robins and a Western Yellow Robin were the
highlights of this walk.
Back to the meeting house for lunch and then we had a
chance to look at some bird cadavers that Boyd had in
cold storage, in transit to the WA Museum. This included
a very large female Masked Owl, an impressive specimen
indeed, and a Little Penguin picked up at Gnarabup by
Peter.

The elusive Southern Emu-wren, often present in this
park, was neither seen nor heard. On the way back to
Perth, Karen and I made a stop at Gracetown where we
did eventually see the emu-wren in the scrub (it took half
an hour of being very, very patient and still, however!).
Overall the trip made for a very pleasant and scenic
weekend.
Caroline Mynnot

Yallingup, 23 September
Wild weather would not have been a surprise on this
excursion but the sun came out and bad weather held
off as seven of us, including two newcomers, walked
up Valley Road to join the sheltered pathway beside
Yallingup Brook into the grounds of Caves House, past
the limestone cliffs, the small dam, up a track behind
houses and backtracking to the picnic tables at Ngilgi
Cave for morning tea. Then along the northern track
which was fairly steep closer to the lookout. After taking
in the view and the requisite photo shoot, we retraced
our steps for a short distance then took the Wardanup
Track back to the car park, before driving to the nearest
ocean car park to look for seabirds.
Thirty species were recorded. Grey Fantails and Red
Wattlebirds were abundant, with good views of Western
Spinebill, Golden Whistler, Nankeen Kestrel and Brown
Falcon. Splendid Fairy-wrens and Shining BronzeCuckoos were heard in several places and a Tawnycrowned Honeyeater’s sweet song was heard amongst
the peppermints of the steep brook. Black-Cockatoos and
Red-eared Firetails were expected but not heard or seen,
which was rather disappointing, and we thought we heard
Western Rosellas but couldn’t confirm their presence near
the cave.
Christine Wilder

We set off again for another walk into the forest where
a Red-winged Fairy-wren family was seen but not easily
photographed. Forest Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos were
another highlight. We returned to the meeting house to
prepare for dinner and at 6.00 pm went on an evening
walk to spot owls. No Masked or Barn Owls were seen,
but two Southern Boobooks and an Australian Owletnightjar made a welcome appearance.
After dinner Boyd gave a presentation on the subject of
a recent camel-supported bird survey in the Simpson
Desert, SE of Alice Springs, and Christine presented a
bird photo quiz which was great fun!
Next morning, we drove to the nearby Rapids
Conservation Park. There was still a chance of rain
and it was generally quite overcast, but we did have a
few notable sightings in the forest, such as Fan-tailed
Cuckoo, plenty of Inland Thornbills, Western Spinebills
and a small party of Red-winged Fairy-wrens and other
species mostly heard rather than seen including Western
Wattlebird, Spotted Pardalote and Rufous Whistler.
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Springtime once more in Dallyelup, and new season’s
waterbird offspring have been arriving. This pair of Australian
Wood Ducks must have broken the record for the biggest
brood as they appeared with 20 new ducklings in tow. I had
not seen more than 15 before. A couple of them, obscured
behind the parents, did not get into the photo. Photo by Mavis
Norgard
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ESPERANCE BIRD OBSERVERS’ GROUP (EBOG)
Birdwatching and bike riding converge in
Esperance
South Coast Natural Resource Management (NRM) and
the Esperance Bird Observers’ Group (EBOG) teamed up
to run the inaugural Birds and Bikes tour of Esperance on
Saturday 28 October 2017.
The bike tour encouraged Esperance locals to get out
and have fun whilst learning about the birds that share
our urban environment.
It was also a great
way to encourage
new membership to
EBOG, and promote
participation in the
Aussie Backyard Bird
Count, a volunteer
citizen science program
running during National
Bird Week 23-29
October.

Backyard Bird Count website (www.aussiebirdcount.org.
au).
Species recorded included Chestnut Teal, Pacific Black
Duck, Silver Gull, Yellow-throated Miner, Crested
Pigeon, bronze-wing pigeon, Willy Wagtail, New Holland
Honeyeater, Silvereye, Welcome Swallow, Red Wattlebird,
Western Wattlebird, Australian Shelduck, Caspian Tern,
Hardhead, Hoary-headed Grebe, Tree Martin, Rock Dove,
Australian Magpie, an injured Sooty Shearwater (Mutton
Bird) and a Magpie-lark
nest. It was great to see
a number of ducklings on
the tour.
Thanks to all those who
came on the ride and
the EBOG community
volunteers for sharing
their knowledge along
the way. Those interested
in learning more about
EGOB and any upcoming
bird watching events
can contact Mike Gibbs,
EBOG secretary, on (08)
9072 1350.

Amid stiff winds 23
cyclists, scooters and
pedestrians of all ages
travelled a route that
Esperance Birdwatching Group at Adventureland Park (see also p55).
included the Esperance
Photo by Robyn Cail
This event was made
Whale Tail, Museum
possible by funding from
Park, the Cannery Arts
the Western Australian
Centre lookout and Forage garden, before heading to
Government’s State NRM Program, supported by
McKenzies and Adventureland Parks. Despite the strong
Royalties for Regions.
winds, 20 bird species were recorded and added to
Caitlin Jackson
BirdLife Australia’s citizen science database via the Aussie

MYALUP GROUP
Excursion reports
Harvey Forest Cottages, 19 August
On a very sunny morning (but with storms and tempest
being forecast) a small group of four (Margaret, Jean,
Clare and Errol) gathered in the car park of the Harvey
Visitors Centre and set off down south for the Wellington
Forest. On arrival, we were pleased to meet up with
Alan and Caroline who had travelled independently from
Bunbury. With the weather looking ominous, we dispersed
into the surrounding forest with the intention to regather
at about mid-day.
While waiting for lunch Alan reviewed his photos and was
able to show us the highlights of his morning. Lunch was
worth waiting for and was enjoyed by all. We then made
our way homeward and those returning to Harvey were
able to enjoy the views over Bunbury from Henty Road.
Crooked Brook Reserve, 16 September
Out of the mist, a brave group of four gathered at the
Harvey Visitor Centre and set off to the depths of the
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 164 December 2017

Ferguson Valley. We met with Ryan, who was our guide
to the property of his brother, Brad Telini, a finch breeder.
Brad’s hobby for about the past 25 years has principally
been the breeding of finches and his aviaries were
stunning. He has about 350 birds from about 11 species,
including some Australian breeds including Gouldian
Finch, Double-barred Finch, Painted Firetail, Star Finch,
Crimson Finch and the Diamond Firetail. In addition,
he had some Painted Button-quails which were happily
running around us. We were fascinated by the various
forms of nests which were created by the different
species and his explanation of his life with the birds. It
was an eye opener for all of us.
We had the mandatory morning tea on the veranda of
Brad’s home and listened avidly to his stories about his
farm and his birds.
After morning tea, we headed off to the Crooked Brook
Reserve where the group walked along the short track to
the dam. After completing the observations, the group
drove back to the Dardanup Tavern where we enjoyed
some social time together with a great meal and finalised
listing the birds seen on the day.
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Country branches: Myalup, ctd
Kukerin, 20 - 23 September
The group came together at “Mary’s Cottages” at Mary
and Michael Nenke’s farm in Kukerin, early on Wednesday
afternoon. Since the weather was ideal, once we had
unpacked, we headed out to the Tarin Rock Reserve.
We were later told that a recent survey had shown the
reserve held a diverse range of flora and fauna. The
wildflowers were indeed fabulous; however, the birds
initially were somewhat scarce and timid, but later in
the afternoon they came out to visit and were far more
cooperative.
On the next day the storms and tempest that had been
ravaging the coastal plain arrived but being brave,
courageous and bold, we ventured out to Dumbleyung
to take the opportunity of seeing what was on offer—and
surprise, surprise—we found the Blue Bird Museum and
Café to partake in our mandatory morning tea. We then
headed off to Lake Dumbleyung to find the weather now
somewhat tempestuous with winds of 25 knots or more
and a general absence of birds. While we ate our lunch
in the shelter of the Dumbleyung Yacht Club Pavilion
(shed) we monitored the progress of a pair of Australian
Shelduck who were later accompanied by their ducklings
as they moved to and fro between bushes on the shore.
Rob also encountered a
flock of Hoary-headed
Grebe sheltering from the
wind. After lunch the group
disbursed, with one group
heading back to camp and
the other group headed off
into the direction of Nyabing
and visited Coomelberrup
Lake Nature Reserve where
we were rewarded with some
good bird sightings.

Magpie, possibly sitting on eggs, looking out over the
edge of the nest checking us out. The fact that spring
is here was evident with the number of ducklings, at
various stages of fledging, feeding on the grassed areas
around the lake.
Thanks to Alan for organizing and overseeing this event.
Alan Burdett

Program
December excursion and Christmas lunch
We have yet to decide about when and where in regard
to this excursion which will include our Christmas
lunch. This will be discussed by those attending the 18th
November excursion.

Wildlife recovery
Some weeks ago, Maurice Stonehouse, our sponsored
wildlife rescuer in Yarloop, was given a duckling which
had been found wandering in the forest nearby. He
was unsure what it was but was later advised it was an
Australian Shelduck. It has done well under Maurice’s
care and is almost ready to
be released.
When we visited him to
meet with the reporter from
The Harvey Reporter, he
had recently taken into his
care a joey kangaroo—“Dirty
Harry”—who is slowly
recovering.
Maurice Stonehouse advised
that in late September he
received a Tawny Frogmouth
Chick (I presume that his
mother loves him) and the
latest report is that he is
doing well. In addition, last
week Maurice took into his
care a sparrowhawk with an
injured wing.

On Friday we visited the
Cambinata Yabby Farm which
is also owned by the Nenke
family, on whose farm we
were staying. Our host at
the yabby farm, Paul Nenke,
Yellow-throated Miner with bunch of flies, Myalup. Photo by
described the considerable
Chris Thorne
work that his family had
undertaken in rehabilitating
Myalup Bird Observer bookmarks
their farmland and in successfully re-establishing a safe
environment for the native birds, mammals and reptiles,
These bookmarks feature the image of a Splendid Fairyliving alongside their farming environment.
wren and a new bookmark showing a Scarlet Robin
While the weather was against us most of the time we all
which were painted by the late Margaret Jones, a former
agreed that the region warranted another visit.
member of the MBO. They are $2 each and the funds
raised are being used to support wildlife rehabilitation in
Big Swamp Bunbury Saturday 21 October
the area.
Members of the MBO met at the Big Swamp car park
These are available for sale at Vineyard 28 and the
with two members of the Bunbury flock, Hidi and Alfred
Crooked Carrot Café which are both accessible from the
joining us. After discussion on the plan of action, it was
Forrest Highway. They have proved to be very popular
decided to all go in one direction with only one thing on
and would make great Christmas presents.
our mind. “What Birds Is That”?
To order please contact Errol Harwood.
As the morning progressed the main birds observed at
Errol Harwood
the Big Swamp were waterbirds with a flock of corellas
Myalup Bird Observers Convenor
nearby and a variety of bushbirds. Seeing an Australian
Ph: 9720 2963 Mob. 0417 174 147
Reed-Warbler was a highlight for everyone with a couple
Email jkbs@iinet.net.au
of bird nests also spotted. There was an Australian
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White-necked Heron vs
Australian Raven

Flagged Sanderling, Eyre (see report, p47). Photo by Nick and
Rachel Hill

White Torque Pty Ltd

Gavin White
MRB5813

Ph: 0448 975 586
For servicing and repairs to all
makes of vehicles
Recently at Lake Claremont I had the camera
focussed on a preening White-necked Heron.
Suddenly, and unexpectedly, it was chased
from its perch by an Australian Raven. These
are from a series of shots taken at ten f.p.s.
Photos by David Free
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Specialising in air
conditioners, servicing and
repairs
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Excursion reports
PAGANONI SWAMP, 22 JULY
Sixteen keen birdwatchers gathered at the rather nasty
parking area under the powerlines. Leonie Stubbs of the
Friends of Paganoni Swamp Group is trying to get this
situation permanently addressed.
The weather was very kind with only a few drops of rain
and quite a lot of sunshine for the eleven and a half
hours long walks along the firebreaks.
The total number of species seen was 37 which did not
include the Western Yellow Robin to our sorrow but most
people seemed pleased with the result. My computer
list was added to by the Collared Sparrowhawk, Dusky
Woodswallow and unfortunately the Rainbow Lorikeets
who are spreading fast in this area.

Shining Bronze-Cuckoo showed well and called
throughout the valley as did Fan-tailed Cuckoo, with
several heard.
Golden and Rufous Whistlers showed well, along with
three thornbills, two fairy-wrens, two pardalotes and five
honeyeater species. White-breasted Robin was also seen
in several spots. No Red-eared Firetail or raptors were
seen, unfortunately.
Distant views of Dusky Woodswallow, also white-tailed
black-cockatoo and good views of Red-tailed BlackCockatoo, Australian Ringneck, Red-capped Parrot,
Western Rosella, and Galah to represent the parrots.
All in all, a reasonably good day with a total of 38 species
seen.
Steve Burns

Some banksias were in flower unseasonably so the
honeyeaters were prevalent. We also had views of Grey
Currawong and Regent Parrot.
Mary Vaughan

LAKE GWELUP, STIRLING,
6 AUGUST

Manning Lake, Spearwood,
24 August

Nineteen members and three guests attended this midwinter excursion to Lake Gwelup in cloudy but mild
conditions. As is often the case at this venue we decided
to split the group because of the number of attendees,
and many thanks to Clive Nealon for volunteering to lead
the second group.
Water levels were very high and, not surprisingly no
waders were evident. The same couldn’t be said for
Eurasian Coots however, they seemed to be everywhere.
Australasian Grebes were also in fairly high numbers and
eight waterfowl species were recorded with some closeup views of Blue-billed Ducks presenting good photo
opportunities. Black Swans were seen with cygnets and
a couple of immature Australian White Ibis were also
observed. Raptors were surprisingly scarce with the sole
representative being a Brown Goshawk. The final bird
count was 46 species, quite reasonable for this time of
year.
Lastly, any birders who didn’t attend but still ventured
out on this day and were maybe wondering about the
paucity of Rainbow Lorikeets at their favourite birding
haunt, I think I can help. They’d all gone to Lake Gwelup!
Peter White

WUNGONG, 19 AUGUST
Eight people braved Wungong where, despite all recent
rains, we did luckily manage a few hours of decent
weather, enabling us to get through the valley. We stayed
away from the damp stream bed where we usually head,
to avoid mud/water.
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Fourteen members and two visitors met on a chilly
but beautifully still late winter’s morning at Manning
Park in Spearwood, home to the Azelia Ley Homestead
Museum. The paths up above the lake to the west are
surrounded by abundant flowering dryandras, tea trees,
grevilleas, hardenbergia and acacias. These plants
house many birds and we were fortunate to witness a
variety of honeyeaters—the Brown, Singing, New Holland
and White-cheeked—as well as some Splendid Fairywrens. A few members were fortunate enough to spot
a Mistletoebird. The walk included lookouts from which
we could view the ocean, and then led back down to the
lake via a newly constructed set of stairs, much used by
fitness enthusiasts.
Several times during the walk we looked up to find a
Brown Goshawk circling the sky in search of prey.
A single Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo was heard but
remained elusive.
We ended by circling the semi-permanent lake which
is ringed by paper bark trees. Uncharacteristically, an
Australian Spotted Crake remained out in the open for
some time, enabling some terrific photo opportunities.
In more secluded territory two sets of Pink-eared
Ducks were observed, one set accompanied by six tiny
ducklings. A White-necked Heron was also spotted.
Thanks to John Brooke for so ably and informatively
leading our group.
A total of 51 species was seen or heard.
Lynn Gauntlett
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Queens Park Regional Open
Space, 27 August
We had a fine but windy morning for 28 members and
four visitors spotting 44 bird species. There were many
wildflowers to see too, but these were not counted.
We could have used traffic control personnel in places
where birdwatchers, looking up, tripped over wildflower
enthusiasts, who were looking down.
Breeding seemed to be in full swing on this day with two
cuckoos heard. Everyone had a good view of the Pallid
Cuckoo (see photo, p9) which moved back and forth
between groups of birdwatchers and always sat on a bare
branch. But the Shining-bronze Cuckoo remained a voice
in the distance.
A female Australian Magpie was seen sitting on its nest.
It was doing all sorts of flapping and contortions and we
debated if it was in the process of laying an egg before
it moved off to be with another bird. It was still acting
oddly out of the nest so we decided it was probably
exhibiting some submissive behaviour towards the other
bird.
A Yellow-rumped Thornbill was very confident and
allowed watching and photographs at close quarters. We
soon found out why when a young bird, with a stubby tail
and barely able to fly, scrambled up a branch to accept
food from the adult. After realising we were placing the
youngster at risk we made a hasty retreat.
We then came across a young Black-shouldered Kite. It
was sitting in exactly the same spot where another young
bird was sighted on this walk in 2015. This must be the
place young birds come before they get a territory of
their own.
A juvenile Mistletoebird was also spotted. It didn’t appear
to be with any adults but had the plumage and beak
colour of a bird that was not yet mature. The colour
under the tail was pale and the beak was still fleshy pink.
Due to high water levels around Perth, our lakes were a
little devoid of waterbirds. However, four duck species
were seen, with the Pacific Black Duck sitting on a nest.
To add a bit of variety, a Southwestern Snake-necked
Turtle (Oblong Turtle) was seen basking in a tree just
above the waterline.
Thanks must go to all of the participants who happily
shared their sightings and made the walk so pleasant.

We split into two groups to walk in opposite directions
the 2.3 km Possum Loop, with an extension to a lookout
on the Quenda Trail. The undulating path led through
Wandoo and Powderbark Wandoo with later Marri, open
heath and granite outcrops, the understorey alive with
spring colour.
Rufous Treecreeper was seen in the car park and once
through the gate a variety of honeyeaters soon appeared
including Brown-headed, Tawny-crowned and Western
Spinebill. Other highlights of the 42 species for the
day included Fan-tailed and Shining-Bronze Cuckoos,
Elegant Parrot and Purple-crowned Lorikeet. Carnaby's
Black-Cockatoo is known to nest here but there was
no evidence of breeding from the birds we saw. Both
whistlers were heard/seen along with Scarlet and
Western Yellow Robins. Square-tailed Kite and Brown
Goshawk were the two raptors seen.
Paruna is open to the public every day from May to
September, but bookings are essential.
Pauline Woolley

STAR SWAMP, 14 SEPTEMBER
With 21 participants, many who have had many years
of birding experience, we knew we were going to see
everything.
Everyone had a good view of the Brown Goshawk nest
and then later the bird in flight nearby. Somewhat later,
we saw a Black-shouldered Kite flying high, circling it. It
was pleasing to see a Pacific Black Duck pair with eight
ducklings, and an Australian Wood Duck pair with eight
ducklings on the grassed area between the water and
Hope Street.
There was also an Australasian Grebe which turns up
each winter and spring—a swamp that is usually dried up
in summer.
The total count came to 31 species which surpassed last
year’s 25.
The yellow crane over the road wasn’t counted.
Michael J Hancock

Sian Mawson

Paruna Sanctuary,
3 September

John Forrest National Park,
16 SepTEMBER

Paruna Sanctuary, owned by Australian Wildlife
Conservancy, is situated in the lovely Avon Valley at
Gidgegannup. Nineteen members, led by Sue Abbotts
and with Bryony Palmer from AWC, met to conduct the
annual bird survey in part of the reserve.

Foggy conditions above and below the Darling Scarp
were no deterrent to the 28 people who attended this
walk. Early arrivals recorded Rainbow Lorikeet—still
an uncommon visitor to the park—as well as Little and
Long-billed Corellas. A Fan-tailed Cuckoo, Australian
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Ringneck and Galah could all be heard through the misty
air as the group set off along Jane Brook towards Hovea
Falls. At the falls, a Pacific Black Duck was seen taking
its ducklings down the falls—very quickly due to the
force of the water. The youngsters seemed to bounce
off everything while the adult waited in a pool half way
down. A lucky few also saw Scarlet Robin here.
By now the sun was causing the remains of the fog
to dissipate. More species were seen and heard as
the temperature rose but whenever birds were scarce
there were plenty of wildflowers and a few butterflies
to be admired, identified and photographed. As the
group moved further into the park, most had good
views of Common Bronzewing, Red-capped Parrot and
Grey Shrike-thrush although the Western Spinebill
proved to be more elusive. A wide valley dominated
by Wandoo and Marri provided the best birding of the
morning with Brown Goshawk, Shining Bronze-Cuckoo,
Rufous Treecreeper and Tawny-crowned Honeyeater
among the species seen. Dusky
Woodswallow and White-winged
Triller were added during a
deviation to National Park Falls.
Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos had
been seen and heard throughout
the walk, but a small flock
feeding on Marri nuts in some
trees at the side of the track
near the car park, provided
good opportunities for all the
keen photographers. The total
species recorded was 46, not 44
as originally thought. I hadn’t
included the Wedge-tailed Eagle
that flew over while the group
was enjoying a late morning tea
and an Australasian Grebe that
was seen on Glen Brook Dam
by a few people as they left the
park.

LAKE JOONDALUP, 1 OCTOBER
Spring had sprung at last as 22 people walked the northwestern edge of Lake Joondalup in bright sunshine. The
lake was very full and there were few birds compared
with summer. An Australian Reed-Warbler had nested
in the typha and we could see the chicks as the parent
came in to feed them. The Black Swan had also had a
good breeding season with lots of cygnets and we saw
seven duck species not counting the ferals. We saw five
raptor species including Osprey standing on its nest,
Whistling Kite, Brown Goshawk, Swamp Harrier and
Australian Hobby. The noisiest birds were of course, the
Galah, Rainbow Lorikeet and Little Corella, all squabbling
over the many hollows in the Tuarts. Excellent views of
Pallid Cuckoo and Shining Bronze-Cuckoo and the first
Sacred Kingfisher of the season. Fifty-five species were
seen.
Sue Abbotts

AUGUSTA
CAMPOUT, 6-8
October
On Friday evening, 22
participants (two arrived later)
gathered under a very large
tarpaulin to share a warm
brazier fire in blustery wind and
showers.

First stop on Saturday was Sarge
Bay to check for Hooded Plovers
and other shorebirds. No luck.
Peter Sandilands
Next the water wheel to see if
Rock Parrots were coming in.
No luck. A walk to the Leeuwin
Lighthouse where Rock Parrots
Varied Sittella, Padbury (see report, p20). Photo by
were seen three days that
Douglas Coughran AM
week also proved unsuccessful.
Lighthouse staff (in their
nicely refurbished centre)
North Lake, 24
reported parrots early that very morning. The wind was
September
challenging and we set up telescopes seeing several
Flesh-footed Shearwaters and an Indian Yellow-nosed
Albatross. Geoff spied a Wandering Albatross, which left
A small group of members and visitors visited North Lake
us wondering if it was wandering in the Indian Ocean or
on a day when very heavy rain was forecast. Luckily the
Southern Ocean?
weather held off long enough for the excursion to be
enjoyed fully! We saw a total of 60 species. The raptors
were probably the standout with five species seen:
Australian Hobby, Little Eagle, Whistling Kite, Swamp
Harrier and Brown Goshawk. At one point, we had three
Brown Goshawks circling above us! We had a good view
of an adult Red-capped Parrot feeding a juvenile which
was a highlight of the excursion. Also of note was a Redcollared Lorikeet seen with Rainbow Lorikeets.

Robyn Pickering
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Morning tea at the shelter overlooking Flinders Bay then
on to Deere Street and a walk to the spit in search of
Rock Parrots amongst the dune cabbage. Rock Parrots
feed on the stems/flowers but the plants had taken a
battering from heavy swells and despite flowers, no Rock
Parrots. The tide was low and a number of cormorants,
gulls and terns were roosting on the exposed sand bar.
Last stop was a walk alongside the inlet past houses to
a known night-heron roost. No birds there but one was
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seen later at the dam. At least 12 Little Black Cormorants
were fishing in the shallows.
A walk in the afternoon through paddocks/vineyard of
the Ellis farm meant swamphens, cormorants and ducks
on the large dam and bushbirds including pardalotes,
thornbills and woodswallows, Red-capped Parrots,
Western Rosellas and a very obliging Swamp Harrier
to name a few. Last stop in late afternoon was in Karri
forest where a single Red-eared Firetail was seen, plus
White-naped Honeyeater, White-breasted Robin and Redwinged Fairy-wren. A Rufous Treecreeper was thought to
have called but was unconfirmed. The day’s bird list was
called before the group broke up, some to enjoy the fire
back at camp and others to the pub, cabins and B&Bs.
After dinner in calm
conditions we walked
from the campground
to the yacht club
and return. No birds
spotlighted but Caroline
spotted a Western
Ringtail Possum in a
Marri and a Common
Brushtail Possum in a
paperbark (Melaleuca
species) on the water’s
edge and the large
yellow moon reflected
in the waters of the
inlet rounded off a day
of contrasts.

EXTENDED REPORT ON BOLD PARK
EXCURSION, 7 OCTOBER
Bold Park was divided into five sectors, which were
demarcated on maps kindly provided by Steve Easton,
Biodiversity Conservation Manager in the Botanic Gardens
and Parks Authority. These maps detailed all the paths in
the park and helped excursionists navigate their assigned
sector.
The 12 people who attended split into four groups led
by Ian Abbott, Mark Henryon, Nigel Sutherland and
Alan Watson. The intention of traversing all of the park
simultaneously was achieved and resulted in 40 landbird,
one waterbird and one
marine species being
recorded during the
morning.
The park was zoned as
follows:
Zone 1. Northern
block (bounded
by Oceanic Drive,
Bold Park Drive, The
Boulevard, schools and
Mt Kenneth reservoir).
Zone 2. Central
block north (bounded
by Oceanic Drive, West
Coast Highway, Perry
Lakes Drive, Bridle
trail, Zamia Track,
Sheoak Walk, Banksia
Walk, Pine Walk).

Sunday morning was
fine and calm for a
Campout at West Bay, Augusta (see also p55). Photo by Christine Wilder
lengthy walk in the
Donovan Street bush to
carry out a bird survey
Zone 3. Central block south (bounded by West Coast
for Don Bradshaw. From Victoria Parade we walked to
Highway, Rochdale Road, Stephenson Avenue, Bridle trail,
Flat Rocks, through the centre of the woodland, the yacht
Zamia Track, Sheoak Walk, Banksia Walk, Pine Walk).
club and return to the car park. The wildflowers were
outstanding and a feeding flock of thornbills, scrubwrens,
Zone 4. South block (bounded by West Coast Highway,
whistlers, both species of fairy-wrens and gerygones
Cottesloe Golf Course, Christ Church Grammar School
captivated us all as well as Musk Duck and Common
playing fields, Rochdale Road).
Sandpiper seen from the rotunda and an Osprey.
Zone 5. Coastal block (bounded by Swanbourne Rifle
Range, West Coast Highway, Challenger Parade and Entry
We didn’t venture far and recorded 81 species. Two
Track 4). The groups that visited Zones 1 and 5 also
species were added later—an Elegant Parrot seen on the
visited this zone.
foreshore by some and a Southern Boobook heard in the
campground during the night. Most unusual bird seen
was a Laughing Dove, nine species of birds of prey, no
grebes at all and Grey Fantails everywhere. Birds around
the campground included White-breasted Robin, Western
Rosella, Grey Butcherbird, Little Eagle and Western
Wattlebird. We heard parties of Southern Emu-wrens in
various locations but the only good sighting was made by
Lou a few metres from his tent.
Thanks to Roger Crabtree for his assistance during the
weekend, Paul and lighthouse staff and the Ellis family
for making our stay at West Bay and farm visit most
enjoyable.
Christine Wilder
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 164 December 2017

List of species and the zones where they were
recorded (see next page)
Species not recorded during the excursion
These species can be either now permanently absent
or present but simply undetected on the excursion. I’ve
made 13 visits to the park from 2009 to 2017.
Recorded previously by me: Rock Dove, Australian Hobby,
Peregrine Falcon, Painted Button-quail, Carnaby’s BlackCockatoo, Inland Thornbill, Western Wattlebird, Varied
Sittella, Welcome Swallow, Tree Martin. Which of these
11 species are now rare residents or visitors, vagrants, or
close to extinction in the park?
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List of species and the zones where they were recorded (see next page)
Landbirds (indigenous to the park)

Landbirds (not indigenous to the park)

Common Bronzewing (2)
Black-shouldered Kite (5)
Whistling Kite (2)
Brown Goshawk (1)
Collared Sparrowhawk (3)
Little Eagle (5)
Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo (2,3)
Australian Ringneck (1,2,3,4)
Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo (4,5)
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo (3,4)
Pallid Cuckoo (3)
Rainbow Bee-eater (1,2)
Variegated Fairy-wren (1,5)
White-browed Scrubwren (1,4,5)
Western Gerygone (1,2,3,4)
Western Gerygone (1,2,3,4)
Yellow-rumped Thornbill (1,2)
Spotted Pardalote (2[breeding])
Striated Pardalote (1,2,3,4)
Singing Honeyeater (1,2,3,4,5)
Red Wattlebird (1,2,3,4)
Brown Honeyeater (1,2,3,4,5)
New Holland Honeyeater (2,3)
White-cheeked Honeyeater (2,3,4,5)
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike (1,2,3,4)
Rufous Whistler (1,2,3,4,5)
Grey Butcherbird (1,4)
Australian Magpie (1,2,3,4,5)
Grey Fantail (1,2,4)
Willie Wagtail (4)
Australian Raven (1,2,4,5)
Magpie-lark (1)
Silvereye (1,2,3,4,5)
Mistletoebird (1)

Spotted Dove (1,5)
Laughing Dove (1,3,5)
Galah (1,2,3,4)
Little Corella (1,2,3,4)
Kookaburra (2,3,4,5)
Rainbow Lorikeet (1,2,3,4)

Not recorded so far by me: Tawny Frogmouth, Australian
Owlet-nightjar, Nankeen Kestrel, Purple-crowned
Lorikeet, Red-capped Parrot, Fan-tailed Cuckoo, Southern
Boobook, Barn Owl, Sacred Kingfisher, Splendid Fairywren, White-winged Fairy-wren, Tawny-crowned
Honeyeater, White-winged Triller, Grey Shrike-thrush.
Which of these 14 species are overlooked rare residents
or visitors, vagrants, or extinct in the park?
Acknowledgements
Thanks to all who participated in the excursion, my coleaders, and Steve Easton for his interest and assistance.
Ian Abbott

Bibra Lake, 15 OCTOBER
In ideal birding conditions, a final head count saw 20 of
us set out on the walk, including two visitors and the
editor of our Australian BirdLife magazine, Sean Dooley,
in Perth to promote the Aussie Backyard Bird Count as a
part of the upcoming Bird Week. (see photo, p55)
It was noted that the water level of the lake and the
proliferation of reeds contributed to the fairly low
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Waterbirds
Pacific Black Duck (3)
Marine birds
Silver Gull (5)

waterbird numbers currently sighted, however plenty of
breeding was evident with Eurasian Coot, Musk Duck,
Australian Wood Duck and Black Swan, all with young in
tow.
At the ‘new’ hide we were able to view two Whistling
Kites having a mid-air altercation whilst a Swamp Harrier
watched on and also sighted was an Australian Hobby to
add to the previous Black-shouldered Kite, rounding out
our raptor count for the morning. A fly-over of Glossy Ibis
was also to be added, with Straw-necked and Australian
White Ibis later sighted.
Two highlights for most, were the Tawny Frogmouth on
its nest, with a recently hatched chick (thanks Darryl)
and a bit further along a Southern Boobook peeping out
of its nesting box. Whilst hearing Rainbow Bee-eaters
overhead, it wasn’t until we reached the ‘old tip’ site
that we had good viewing of them along with a Shining
Bronze-Cuckoo to go with the Horsfield’s previously
heard.
A good number of the regular bushbirds and a late flypast by a Mistletoebird swelled our final count to 63 bird
species after the 8 km, recorded on our pedometers.
Alan Watson
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COLLINS ROAD, 21 OCTOBER
Seventeen members, led by Clive Nealon, visited this
Wandoo woodland situated in Flint forest block. Although
only 29 bird species were seen, these included la crème
de la crème of this habitat: Elegant Parrot, Rufous
Treecreeper, Blue-breasted Fairy-wren, Yellow-plumed
Honeyeater, White-browed Babbler, Crested Shrike-tit,
Golden Whistler, Dusky Woodswallow, Restless Flycatcher
and Western Yellow Robin (feeding young). Most
members had good views of all ten species.
Australian Ringnecks were common, Rainbow Lorikeets
were nil! Correlation or cause and effect? We also had
good views of three raptor species: Square-tailed Kite,
Whistling Kite and Little Eagle, and we were able to
compare and contrast their distinguishing features of
plumage and behaviour.
Ian Abbott

HERDSMAN’S LAKE, 26 OCTOBER
Eighteen members and two visitors walked at Maurice
Hamer Park in defiance of the weather report. Due to the
amazingly high water levels we were unable to access the
boardwalk at the wildlife centre or the artist’s cottage on
the western side of the lake.
Some of the ducks were hard to find and were finally
seen in the flooded areas that are usually dry. Pink-eared
Ducks were seen with four ducklings. Australian Wood
Ducks also had ducklings and a Black Swan pair had
cygnets. Blue-billed Duck and Australian Shoveler were
also found here, as was Rainbow Bee-eater. There is a
huge mound nearby with breeding holes for this species.
Buff-banded Rails were active and seen many times,
making up for the lack of variety with other crakes
and rails. There were many Purple Swamphens, Dusky
Moorhens and Eurasian Coots all with young. Nankeen
Night-Heron, Yellow-billed Spoonbill and Little Egret were
also present. Great Cormorants have nested again in
the same tree they have used before. Australian White
and Straw-necked Ibis were seen but no Glossy Ibis was
found.

Little Egret on the hunt, Herdsman. This
species is one of my favourites because of
their acrobatic hunting style (see also p52).
Photo by Ian Wallace
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Several bushbirds were seen and heard along with
Whistling Kite, Swamp Harrier, Australian Hobby and
Brown Goshawk. The total call was 57 which was
pleasing.
Claire Gerrish

Ellis brook, 4 November
Fifteen people made the trip to Ellis Brook, Gosnells on
a glorious spring morning. After meeting at the Gosnells
Rd/Byford Lane intersection, we moved our cars to
another parking spot nearby and commenced the 6 km
walk.
The walk took us along the edge of the dam beside
heathland where Red-eared Firetails, thornbill and
wren species may be seen. We reached Rushton Road
and headed east towards the base of the climb up the
waterfall. Along this stretch of road we saw many species
including Red-eared Firetail (the male displaying to the
female), Brown-headed Honeyeater, Rufous Whistler,
Red-capped Parrot, Mistletoebird and a pair of Squaretailed Kite. Splendid Fairy-wrens were calling everywhere
and there were many Brown, New Holland and White
-cheeked Honeyeaters spotted.
At the lookout near the top of the climb there was a
fleeting view of a White-breasted Robin, then there was
a really good sighting of a Horsfield’s Bronze-cuckoo. At
the very top of the climb, as the group was taking in the
views, a White-naped Honeyeater was spotted taking a
drink from the stream and a Dusky Woodswallow was
spotted in a nearby tree.
On the descent we saw a Western Rosella, Western
Spinebills and the kite pair which were continually seen
circling the area and putting on a fantastic display. We
arrived back for morning tea to the tinkling sound of
Yellow-rumped Thornbills. A total of 57 species were
recorded on this very enjoyable walk.
Caroline Mynott

Rufous Whistler, Ellis Brook (see also p2).
Photo by Caroline Mynott
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Observatory reports
BROOME BIRD OBSERVATORY
The year is winding down at Broome, as guest
numbers drop off and we start to farewell
a contingent of staff and volunteers before
the Wet. In contrast to the guests, shorebird
numbers in the bay continue to increase as
adults and this year’s juveniles arrive from the
breeding grounds. The weather is also heating
up, with 40oC days a regular feature as the
build-up to the Wet intensifies.
The increase in shorebird numbers in the bay is
noticeable, with the mudflats bustling with activity as the
returning birds feed up after their flight. The number of
Common Redshanks has increased to at least four, and
these have been making regular appearances on the
high tide roosts recently, with some lucky observers even
managing sightings from the viewing platform in front of
the observatory. A Beach Stone-curlew also made several
appearances on the beach below the platform in October,
a scarce sighting in the bay. Other summer migrants
like Eastern Yellow Wagtail and Barn Swallow have been
quite slow to arrive, but are now starting to appear at
the sewage ponds and other likely haunts. Unfortunately,
as yet there’s been no sign of Sammy the Semipalmated
Plover, though we haven’t given up hope yet!
Out on Roebuck Plains, the waterbirds and freshwater
shorebirds are concentrating around the last remaining
freshwater wetlands, making for excellent birding
opportunities. Freshwater shorebird specials like Wood
Sandpiper and Long-toed Stint have been present at
most wetlands, while single Pectoral Sandpipers have
made appearances at Taylor’s Lagoon and Lake Eda.
Oriental Pratincole are slowly starting to arrive to join
the handful that surprisingly remained during the Dry.
The most notable shorebird sighting has been a Little
Stint found at Lake Eda on a Lakes Tour on 24 October,
and subsequently seen on several occasions. On one
occasion, it hunkered down as our first migratory
Peregrine Falcon (likely ssp. japonensis) made an
appearance over the lake. Other notable sightings
out at the lakes have included a reliable young Flock
Bronzewing at Taylor’s Lagoon, several Baillon’s Crake at
Lake Campion, and a small group of Black-tailed Nativehens at Lake Eda. Closer to the observatory, bird activity
around Kidney Bean Claypan and Duck Lake has dropped
off as both claypans dried in September. The Yellow
Chats are still around though, and there have still been
occasional sightings of Red-chested Button-quails in the
grassland.
Around the observatory grounds, vocal early-morning
flyovers from Channel-billed Cuckoos were a feature of
early to mid-October. The hot weather has also seen
increased activity at the observatory bird baths, including
a few less common bath visitors like Sacred Kingfisher
and Paperbark Flycather—no Blue-and-White Flycatchers
though! A less welcome visitor was a stray goat that
took a liking to the grounds and took up residence for
several weeks in October. Fortunately, Goaty McGoatface
was eventually captured and returned home, though not
before mounting an invasion of the Shadehouse!
Page 46

Our Birds of the Broome Region courses
were run very successfully in late September
and early October, with about 150 species
seen on each course, including many of our
usual specialties like Yellow Chat. On the
infrastructure front, our newly-renovated
Shadehouse has been completed with the
installation of the new kitchen fittings, funded
through a generous grant from the Shire of
Broome. Clearing for our new office and interpretive
centre has also been undertaken by the Yawuru
Rangers—with luck, the building might even be in situ by
the time you’re reading this update!
In the meantime, the remaining staff are gearing up to
assist on major shorebird counts, and waiting to see what
else the rarity season brings!
BBO Staff

Discover Albany’s birds,
beaches, walks and wildflowers.

3 brm olde worlde s/c
holiday accom situated
on the banks of Oyster Harbour,
on the outskirts of Albany.
Just like Grandma’s place!
Close to King & Kalgan Rivers,
amazing beaches, national parks,
walks & wildflowers.
Free WiFi and starter b/fast included.
Ph 08 9844 7744 or 0448 835 774
www.stayz.com.au/148040

A Bird Lovers’ Paradise.
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EYRE BIRD OBSERVATORY
Back to Eyre Bird Observatory, a six-year gap
since our last stint.
Our first guests were excellent birders from Perth
so our trip to Twilight Cove was made even more
productive for our bird count. Red-capped Plovers
ran across the sand en masse, 500 plus Crested
Terns wheeled and whirled as we passed by on
the beach. There were five Southern Right Whales with
calves, we saw one shiny and white calf amongst the
leviathans. On Kanidal Beach we saw a new bird for us,
a Pacific Golden Plover. On other runs along the beach
we saw protective Red-capped Plover parents leading
us away from fluffy long-legged runners. We spotted a
broody Australian Pied Oystercatcher and found its nest
with two beautiful eggs. On a later jaunt a very young
oystercatcher chick was hiding motionless and perfectly
camouflaged in the seaweed, all
viewed from the comfort of the
Toyota bird hide. Toyota have
been making excellent mobile
bird hides for many years, a
brand you can trust.

and a Golden Whistler was recorded as well.
White-browed Babbler families were heard and
sometimes seen around the observatory daily.
Hotter days arrived in October and the bird baths
were overflowing with New Holland Honeyeaters,
lots of Brown Honeyeaters and Silvereyes and
in amongst the mayhem were White-eared and
Brown-headed Honeyeaters. The hot and dry days
brought out the Brush Bronzewings, from twos and
threes in early September to tens and twenties in
October. Through September we saw a regular group
of around a dozen Major Mitchell’s Cockatoos, October
brought us twenty and more. Little birds’ bathing rituals
were suddenly halted as the big more sinister types
arrived daily, Grey Butcherbirds, Grey Currawongs and
the Australian Ravens showed their presence. Occasional
visits from a Brown Falcon
and the Collared Sparrowhawk
made little birds very scarce.
The cameras snapped
away multiple times. To
distinguish between a Collared
Sparrowhawk and a Brown
Goshawk we looked at the
photos and on zooming in to
check for the longer middle
toe, one image revealed one
talon held a Welcome Swallow.
One less swallow from the
broods that had fledged from
the various nest in the eaves
around the house.

September was a busy month
at Eyre with two photography
courses and plenty of other
guests staying, let alone the
numerous day visitors. On a
welcome free day we did our
Kanidal Beach run to the 12
kilometre mark and found a rare
bird, indeed, for these parts.
Quick action with the cameras
Every day the Grey Shrikemeant we had images to help
thrush sang a beautiful tune,
us identify it. Stumped, we
not always the same tune.
sent the images to Alma, who
A flock of Fairy Martins was
forwarded them to Chris Hassell
seen for a couple of days in
of the Broome Observatory
September and Tree Martins
who came back with a “WOW”,
Golden Whistler, Eyre (see also p39). Photo by George
were often seen flying around
we had an Oriental Pratincole
Miguel
like mini jets. Mistletoebirds
visiting our Kanidal Beach. On
were seen in the surrounding
another beach run a flagged
mallee as well as Spotted and
bird was captured in digital
Striated Pardalotes. Dusky Woodswallows were seen
colour, an orange flag labelled AHE and a yellow flag
at Kanidal Beach and on the tableland where we also
on the right leg and a band on the left. Another image
spotted a pair of Pied Butcherbird. The Chestnut Quailwas off into the ether and the answer was a two year
thrush was seen near the observatory but mostly seen
old Sanderling banded and flagged at Point McDonnell
further along the North Track.
in South Australia. In total we identified 87 species in
September.
Trips to Burnabbie with the photography group and other
Beach runs always had something to excite; in early
guests revealed many species that are occasionally seen
October we saw hundreds of Silver Gulls ducking and
near the observatory. At the base of the escarpment we
diving on the weedy shore break. It seemed every
observed Inland Thornbills, Blue-breasted Fairy-wrens,
gull had a fish to take home. Four Australian Pelicans
Yellow-plumed Honeyeaters, White-browed Scrubwrens
joined in the feast, bobbing on the little waves and
and Weebills. The Golden Whistler showed up and at the
scooping up the little fish. Other sightings on the beach
end of September we welcomed the calls and sightings of
included four Black-winged Stilts, a Common Sandpiper,
Rainbow Bee-eaters.
Sharp-tailed Sandpipers, Red-necked Stints and more
Our run to Cocklebiddy to collect supplies provided
Sanderlings. Our enthusiastic guests walked and watched
us with counts in the Blue Bush and tableland mallee.
and photographed all sorts of interesting birds. A WhiteThe Ground Cuckoo-shrike was a new bird for us, and
fronted Honeyeater was snapped in mallee blossoms,
Australian Bustards showed a haughty distain for the
a Crimson Chat was photographed on the beach track
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passing traffic as they wandered the Blue Bush Plain.
Even the burnt out country on the Microwave Tower road
offered up plenty of Yellow-throated Miners and beautiful
Nankeen Kestrels. The escarpment edge usually provided
us with at least three Wedge-tailed Eagles cruising the up
drafts. Crystal Ponds at Cocklebiddy rarely disappointed
us, with Pink-eared Ducks, Grey Teal, Australasian
Grebes, Straw-necked Ibis, a Black-tailed Native Hen and
a special spotting of an Australian Spotted Crake. It was
snapped to check its identity back at the observatory.
Heat and fires, October brought us 42 degrees on
Monday 16th. The fire south of Madura had started earlier
on the 10th from lightning strikes and the blaze had
escalated quickly. Strong winds from all directions had
enlarged the fire area over the week. Last December’s
fire had burnt bush from the north east, across to the
north and the west but not to the near east. Unburnt
country to the east still had the potential to threaten
EBO with the strong easterly winds. We were continually
informed by the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation
and Attractions as to the state of the fire.
Nick and Rachel Hill
Crested Terns, Eyre. Photo by Nick and Rachel Hill

Coming events
Important note re campouts
Members anticipating attending campouts must notify the BirdLife WA Office (9383 7749) of the number in their party and when
they will arrive.
If you are unsure, put your name down as you can always cancel.
An emergency contact number should also be provided in case of accident.

New members
Please let the leaders know that you are a new member and don’t hesitate to ask for assistance with bird sightings.

December excursion and Christmas
lunch: Myalup Bird Group
Contact Errol Harwood for details: Ph:
9720 2963 Mob. 0417 174 147 Email
jkbs@iinet.net.au.

Saturday 2 December: Penguin
Island, Shoalwater
Photogroup activity
Meet at the ferry terminal car park at
8:30 am to catch the 9:00 am ferry.
The car park is near the corner of
Arcadia Drive and Penguin Road in
Shoalwater. We will photograph the
Australian Pelican rookeries, Bridled
Terns, Crested and Caspian Terns with
young and also Pied Cormorants, which
have a regular flight path conveniently
close to the pier.
Members and guests only.
Leader: Richard Mazanec
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Sunday 3 December: Alfred Cove,
Melville
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park in Troy
Park next to the Oval, off Burke Drive,
Attadale. There should be migratory
waders and waterbirds around the river,
and there are always bushbirds in the
park. Over 130 bird species have been
recorded here. Bring your telescope if
you have one.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Toni Webster

Saturday 9 December: Lake
Claremont, Swanbourne
Two-hour excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the Lake Claremont
Golf Club car park off Davies Road,
Claremont. We will look for waterbirds
and bushbirds around this pleasant
suburban lake.

For members and the general public.
Leader: David Free

Sunday 10 December: Variety
Pavilion, Saw Avenue , Kings Park
BirdLife WA barbecue lunch
The end of year barbecue lunch
for all members this year is at
Kings Park from 12:00 to 2:00
pm at the Variety Pavilion on Saw
Avenue (see p13 for map of area).
Parking is available adjacent to the
pavilion. Barbecues are available.
Just BYO everything and let’s get
together and have a great time.
You could even fit in a bird walk
before joining us for lunch!
All members. family and friends
welcome.
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Tuesday 12 December: Albany Bird
Group
More details about destinations, where
to meet, etc, will be made available
on BWA e-news. You can also check
the Albany Bird Group’s website and
Facebook page:
http://sites.google.com/site/
albanybirds/Home
Excursion leader will be Anne Bondin
(PH: 9844 1793).

Saturday 16 December: Wearne
Road, North Bannister
Full-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am on the corner of
Wearne Road and Albany Highway.
Wearne Road is on the left about 37 km
south of the corner of Jarrahdale Road
and Albany Highway and immediately
before the sign “North Bannister 2 km”.
We will meet up here and then travel
approximately 10 km down Wearne
Road to the excursion location.
We will explore the Wandoo woodlands
looking for robins, babblers and other
bushbirds. After morning tea we will
look at another area nearby.

Thursday 14 December: Clarkson
Reserve, Maylands
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park on
the east side of the tennis courts off
Clarkson Road. Travelling away from
the city on Guildford Road, turn right
into Peninsula Road and follow this until
you reach a T-junction with Clarkson
Road. Turn left at the T-junction and
travel about 200 m along Clarkson
Road towards the tennis courts, and
turn right to reach the parking area.
Buff-banded Rail has been seen here
and it should be quite a pleasant walk
along the river.
For members and the general public.
Leaders: Jennifer Sumpton and Lynley
Davey

For members and guests only.
Leader: Clive Nealon

Sunday 31 December: Canning
River Regional Park, Wilson
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the Kent Street
Weir car park. The walk follows a 5
km circuit along the Canning River,
viewing a large selection of bush and
waterbirds, hopefully with sightings of
the elusive Spotless Crake. Over 110
species have been recorded in this
area.
For members and guests only.
Leaders: George and Pam Agar

Sunday 7 January 2018: Waterford
Foreshore, Salter Point
Half-day excursion
Meet at the Curtin University Boat
Shed at 7:30 am. To reach the parking
area, travel along Manning Road and
turn into Elderfield Road which is on
the western side of the Trinity College
playing fields. Proceed to the end of
this street and the parking area is on
the right-hand side. We will walk along
the river front for about 2 km and
return via a nearby park.

More details about destinations, where
to meet, etc, will be made available
on BWA e-news. You can also check
the Albany Bird Group’s website and
Facebook page:
http://sites.google.com/site/
albanybirds/Home
Excursion leader will be Anne Bondin
(PH: 9844 1793).

Saturday 13 January: Big Carine
Lake, Carine
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park off
Beach Road, Carine. Big Carine Lake
is part of the Northern Swan Coastal
Plain Key Biodiversity Area (KBA)
for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo. Over
90 species have been recorded at
this lake, including the three ibis,
Buff-banded Rail, several species of
duck and various raptors. Bring your
telescope if you have one.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Clive Nealon

Sunday 14 January: Baigup
Wetlands, Bayswater
Photogroup activity
Meet at 7:30 am at the car park near
the rowing club at the end of Milne
Street. Travel south-east on Milne
Street from Guildford Road or by
Garratt Road, Frinton Street and Milne
Street. We should see lots of waterbirds
and get some practice photographing
small bushbirds like Mistletoebirds,
Variegated Fairy-wrens and possibly an
escaped Crimson Finch which may still
be living here.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Ian Wallace

Bring morning tea because, if time
permits, we will move to Salter Point
where further species may be seen.

Thursday 18 January: Baigup
Wetlands, Bayswater
Half-day excursion

For members and the general public.

Meet at 7:30 am at the car park near
the rowing club at the end of Milne
Street in Bayswater. Turn south-east
off Guildford Road into Milne Street and
follow this to the end, then turn right
into the car park. There is a variety of
waterbirds and bushbirds.

Leaders: Lorraine and Richard Chyne

Sunday 7 January: Half-day
excursion, Vasse-Wonnerup
Estuaries
Ground Cuckoo-shrike, Doodlakine. Photo
by John McMullan

Tuesday 9 January: Albany Bird
Group

See Cape to Cape Bird Group report,
p35 for details.
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For members and the general public.
Leader: Penny Lee
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Sunday 21 January: Garvey Park,
Ascot
Half-day excursion

The weekend will commence with the
usual briefing at 6 pm on Thursday 25
January.

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park, next
to the rowing club, at the western
end of Fauntleroy Avenue, off Great
Eastern Highway. This area has a good
variety of waterbirds and bushbirds.
Species recorded here have included
Buff-banded Rail, Spotless Crake and
Mistletoebird.

For members and guests only

For members and guests only.
Leader: George Agar

Monday 22 January: Bold Park Eco
Centre, 167 Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Adam Peck, the BirdLife Carnaby’s
Black-Cockatoo Project Coordinator, will
talk about Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos,
specifically the 2017-2018 breeding
success and the Happy Hollows project
which is studying the use of artificial
hollows in southern areas; also about
the Great Cocky Count and some recent
changes we have made to the event.

Friday 26 January to Sunday 28
January: Australia Day campout,
Walpole
Walpole is situated 423 km southeast of Perth in the Walpole-Nornalup
National Park. It is a picturesque
area with tranquil waterways and
magnificent Karri and Tingle forests.
There is good birding for both water
and bush birds: the Walpole Nornalup
NP has 121 species on the BirdLife WA
database.
The venue is the Coalmine Beach
Caravan Park at Walpole. They have a
full range of accommodation options.
BirdLife WA has paid deposits for
14 powered and unpowered sites.
However, this is one of their busiest
times of the year and you are advised
to book yourself in as soon as possible
to ensure a place is available for the
nights you wish to stay at the park. The
caravan park phone number is 9840
1026.
Please notify the BWA Office on 9383
7749 as soon as you have booked to
put your name on the list. Numbers will
be limited to 26 people and there will
be a waiting list if necessary.
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Leaders: Andrew and Jill Hobbs

Saturday 27 January: Lake
Richmond, Rockingham
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am on Safety Bay Road,
Rockingham, opposite the Naragebup
Environmental Centre on the western
side of Lake Richmond. The walk
around the lake will take two to three
hours. One hundred and twenty-five
species have been recorded at the lake,
including 14 species of raptor seen
regularly. Another interesting feature of
the lake is the thrombolites.
There are picnic facilities at the Centre,
but you need to bring your own lunch.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Mary Vaughan

Sunday 4 February: Nambeelup
Settling Ponds, Nambeelup
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in the large cleared
area on the north side of Lakes Road
and just west of Kwinana Freeway. We
will carpool from here and travel on
to the Nambeelup settlement ponds.
The site regularly hosts a good variety
of waterbirds and waders, including
less common species such as Wood
Sandpiper, Pectoral Sandpiper and
Long-toed Stint.
PLEASE NOTE: Due to the nature of this
site, numbers for this excursion will be
STRICTLY LIMITED TO 20 PEOPLE. If
you wish to attend, you MUST contact
the BirdLife WA office on 9383 7749 to
put your name on the list. If you have a
high visibility shirt, please wear it.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Bob Paterson and Susan
Abbotts

of the breeding Fairy Tern colony and
the numbers of Banded Stilt that use
this site. The data gathered contributes
to this BirdLife Australia project also.
The shorebird survey will take place
early on the Saturday, Sunday will
be spent reviewing the sites, unless
the weather indicates that we should
do the count on the Sunday. You will
need to be on the island by Friday
night. The accommodation will be
booked from Friday 9th to Monday
12th. A new venue for the research
centre has been created at the old
salt works at the west end of the
causeway. Fully refurbished inside,
sleeping arrangements are tighter than
our previous location, 18 bunk beds
are split over only three bedrooms.
Camping is not an option at this
location. Similarly, there is only a small
undercover area for perhaps only two
to sleep outside but ground sheets will
be required and it is not very private.
Access is certainly easy with a short
walk to the settlement and we are right
on the lakes. There is no expense apart
from incidentals. There are cooking
facilities, refrigerators, pillows and
blankets. You need to bring your own
food or buy it on arrival. The group
usually eats in the settlement on the
Saturday.
Ferry fares will be available with a
concession for parking at Northport.
Transport around the island is provided
with the use of two vehicles but the
vehicles cannot be used at night.
Numbers are limited to 16 people.
Members experienced in wader
identification are required but we
can take some members who are
less confident. It is a good learning
opportunity. If you are interested in
attending please register your name
and contact details, including e-mail
address, at the BWA office on 9383
7749.
You will be emailed closer to the date
confirming your attendance and the
ferry service you will travel on. Tickets
will then be forwarded to you by email.
For members only.

Friday 9 to Sunday 11 February:
Rottnest Shorebird 2020 count
This survey is part of the twice-annual
count of shorebirds on Rottnest Island
for both the Rottnest Island Authority
and the Shorebirds 2020 database.
The island has been listed as a Key
Biodiversity Area (KBA) on the criteria

Leader: Lorraine Marshall

Saturday 10 February: Tom
Bateman Reserve, Thornlie
Photogroup activity
Meet at 8.00 am at the changing rooms
car park on the north side of Wilfred
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Road, accessed off the intersection of
Nicholson Road and Wilfred Road.
The reserve lies within a residential
setting adjacent to Wilfred Road. The
wetlands were designed to extend
the “contact time” of stormwater by
intercepting the water before it left the
Canning Vale Complex, and taking it on
a journey through vegetated wetlands
before leaving the site. At this time of
the year the waterbirds are usually in
abundance but bushbirds and migratory
insectivores are also prevalent. Bring a
chair and morning tea to have while we
do a bird list.
Members and guests only.
Leader: Ken Glasson

Sunday 18 February: Kogolup Lake,
Cockburn
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park on
Branch Circus. Take the Beeliar Drive
exit off Kwinana Freeway and head
west, turning left into Hammond Road
and then right into Branch Circus.
Travel along Branch Circus for about 1
km until you see a limestone parking
area on the right. There should be
a good variety of bushbirds and
waterbirds. All three crake species
are usually seen each summer in this
wetland.
Please bring your scopes and rubber
boots as it will be muddy.
For members and the general public.

Monday 26 February: Bold Park
Eco Centre, 167 Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat
Annual general meeting and
monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Blair Parsons, Greening Australia, will
talk about the “Large scale restoration
to benefit threatened bird species in
Western Australia”. This presentation
will cover a few of Greening Australia’s
current projects in Western Australia
that seek to restore habitat and
will discuss: Planning and science
behind the restoration; Methods of
implementing restoration at scale; Key
challenges; Significant opportunities for
the future. Several case studies will be
introduced to elaborate on the points
listed above.

Leader: Robyn Pickering
Sunday 11 February: Peel Inlet,
Mandurah
Full-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am north of the Erskine
Lakes near the end of Southmead
Green. Coming from Perth go over the
Mandurah Bypass Bridge, take the first
left into Sticks Boulevard, the first left
into Abbotswood Parkway, the first right
into Pennington Garden and the first
left into Southmead Green. We will look
for waterbirds and bushbirds around
the lakes and estuary. The Peel-Harvey
Estuary is a Key Biodiversity Area
(KBA) for migratory waders and Fairy
Tern.
The shore at Coodanup may also be
visited by those wishing to extend the
excursion after lunch. Bring insect
repellent, your telescope if you have
one, and come and learn about waders.
This excursion will also contribute to
the annual shorebird count.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Clive Nealon

Tuesday 13 February: Albany Bird
Group
More details about destinations, where
to meet, etc, will be made available
on BWA e-news. You can also check
the Albany Bird Group’s website and
Facebook page:
http://sites.google.com/site/
albanybirds/Home
Excursion leader will be Anne Bondin
(PH: 9844 1793).

Monday 19 February: Blackwall
Reach, Bicton
Half-day excursion

Saturday 3 to Monday 5 March:
Labour Day campout, Cheyne
Beach, Albany

Meet at 7:30 am at the junction of
Kent Street and Blackwall Reach
Parade. It is a pleasant walk along the
Swan River via a bush track, noted
for its population of White-cheeked
Honeyeaters. We will also look for
waders along the Point Walter Beach.

Cheyne Beach is a fishing village on
the edge of Waychinicup National Park,
east of Albany. It has a caravan park
with cabins as well as caravan and
camping facilities. When you book your
camp site, please mention that you
are with BirdLife Australia, as an area
has been reserved for us. Cabins will
be popular for that weekend and there
is a minimum 4-day booking, so book
early. The Cheynes Beach Caravan Park
phone number is 9846 1247 and their
postal address is 12 Bald Island Road.
WA 6328.

For members and the general public.
Leaders: Jennifer Sumpton and Lynley
Davey

Saturday 24 February: Woodman
Point, Cockburn
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park at
Woodman Point on Jervoise Bay. Turn
right off Cockburn Road, into O’Kane
Court, then left into Jervoise Bay Cove,
and almost immediately right into
Woodman Point Road. Drive to the end
of the road and take the last left to the
car park.
We will walk along the beach to
Woodman Spit, and back along the
other side to Cockburn Cement Jetty
to look for waders and seabirds. After
morning tea we will move to a nearby
location to look for bushbirds in the
Woodman Point Regional Park where
there are some large old Tuart trees.
Over 100 bird species have been
recorded here. Bring your telescopes.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Clive Nealon
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The area has a good selection of bird
species, including the hard to find
endemics, such as Western Whipbird,
Western Bristlebird and Noisy Scrubbird. We cannot guarantee seeing all
the above, but it will be fun trying.
Cheynes Beach is part of the Two
Peoples Bay Key Biodiversity Area
(KBA) for Flesh-footed Shearwater,
Australasian Bittern, Carnaby’s BlackCockatoo, Red-capped Parrot, Western
Rosella, Rock Parrot, Noisy Scrubbird, Red-winged Fairywren, Western
Spinebill, Western Bristlebird, Western
Thornbill, Western Whipbird, Whitebreasted Robin, Red-eared Firetail.
If you wish to participate in this
campout please notify BWA office on
9383 7749 with the number of people
attending.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Sue Abbotts
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Saturday 3 March: Wellard
Wetlands, Baldivis
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the entrance to
Wellard Wetlands on the northern side
of Bertenshaw Road, 1 km from St
Albans Road. Coming from Perth, turn
left off Kwinana Freeway into Mundijong
Road, then right into St Albans Road
and right into Bertenshaw Road. There
should be plenty of bushbirds and
waterbirds here, as well as several
species of raptors.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Charles Merriam
Great-crested Grebe, Herdsman (see report, p45). Photo by Sandra Wallace

Saturday 10 March: Craigie
Bushland, Craigie
Photogroup activity
Meet at 7:30 am at the overflow (rear)
car park at Craigie Leisure Centre,
Whitfords Avenue, Craigie. From
Mitchell Freeway turn west at the
Whitfords Avenue exit and take the first
road on the right into Craigie Leisure
Centre. Turn left into the car park, drive
to the end to the Overflow Parking
sign. Turn right and park towards the
back nearer the feral proof fence.
Coming from the west on Whitfords
Avenue take first right after Gibson
Avenue lights. Craigie Bushland is a 40
hectare conservation park surrounded
by feral proof fencing and supports
a re-introduced Quenda population,
banksia woodland, eucalypts, grass
trees, hakeas, grevilleas, and many
birds including parrots, cockatoos,
honeyeaters, owls and raptors. Craigie
Bushland is part of the Northern Swan
Coastal Plain Key Biodiversity Area
(KBA) for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo.
Bring a chair and morning tea to have
while we do a bird list.
Members and guests only.
Leader: Diane Court

Sunday 11 March: Lake Gwelup,
Stirling
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park at the
corner of Stoneman Street and Huntriss
Road, north of Karrinyup Road. We
should see waterbirds and bushbirds,
and raptors are often seen here. Lake
Gwelup is within the Northern Swan
Coastal Key Biodiversity Area (KBA) for
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo.
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For members and the general public.
Leader: Peter White

Tuesday 13 March: Albany Bird
Group
More details about destinations, where
to meet, etc, will be made available
on BWA e-news. You can also check
the Albany Bird Group’s website and
Facebook page:
http://sites.google.com/site/
albanybirds/Home
Excursion leader will be Anne Bondin
(PH: 9844 1793).

Thursday 15 March: Eric Singleton
Bird Reserve, Bayswater
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park
on Bellevue Street. Travelling away
from the city on Guildford Road, turn
right at Garratt Road and then left at
Williamson Street and right at Leake
Street. Follow Leake Street until it
terminates at the car park. We will
walk around the main lake in the bird
sanctuary and should see a variety of
waterbirds.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Peter White

Sunday 18 March: Bibra Lake,
Cockburn
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the first car
park at the southern end of the lake
off Progress Drive. This car park is

between Hope Road and Gwilliam Drive.
Bibra Lake is a part of the Beeliar
Wetlands chain and a large number of
bushbirds and waterbirds can be seen
here. Over 130 bird species have been
recorded in this reserve. Bring water,
hats, suitable footwear, etc.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Alan Watson

Sunday 25 March: Herdsman Lake,
Stirling
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the Maurice Hamer
car park. Turn off Pearson Street into
Falcon Avenue, then right into Lakeside
Road. The car park is on the left,
opposite Heron Place. This is one of the
waterbird refuges which never dries up
and 140 species have been recorded
here. Bring your telescope if you have
one.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Claire Gerrish

Monday 26 March: Bold Park Eco
Centre, 167 Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Heather M. Crawford, BSc Zoology,
Murdoch University, will give a talk on
“Suburban cats”. Heather is a final year
PhD candidate at Murdoch University.
She was surprised to find that cats
from the study consumed 7x the native
wildlife that foxes ate during summerautumn months. Her work has included
further assessment of cat diet across
the urban to rural gradient.
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Please phone Hopetoun Caravan
Park on 9838 3096 and say you
are with BirdLife to book your
campsite.
If you wish to participate in this
campout please notify BirdLife
WA office on 9383 7749 with
the number of people attending.
Numbers will be limited to 25
people.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Sue Abbotts

Friday 30 March to Monday
2 April: Easter campout,
Busselton

Spinifex Pigeon, Karijini (see report, p17). Photo
by John McCallum

Friday 30 March to Monday 2 April:
Easter campout, Hopetoun
The campout will be based at the
Hopetoun Caravan Park, on the south
coast. There is good birding in the
surrounding area, which includes the
Fitzgerald River National Park, the
ocean and the estuary. This is also a
chance to see one or two south coast
rarities.
BirdLife WA has been able to book 15
powered sites at the Hopetoun Caravan
Park and there are a number of other
accommodation options in Hopetoun.

Busselton is a popular campout
destination with two bird hides,
the Vasse-Wonnerup Estuaries,
the Broadwater, Meelup, Cape
Naturaliste and Ambergate
Reserve providing diverse
habitats where 121 species were
seen on our last stay in 2014.

BirdLife WA has booked 10
powered sites at the Four Seasons
Caravan Park, 484 Caves Road,
Busselton. A condition of booking over
the Easter weekend is that you book
for 4 nights (Thursday/Sunday). Please
phone them on 9755 4082 and say
you are with BirdLife WA to book your
campsite.
If you wish to participate in this
campout please notify the BirdLife WA
office on 9383 7749 with the number of
people attending, mobile number and
email address. Details will be sent out
prior to the campout.

Crossword No. 33,
answers

For members and guests only.
Leader: Christine Wilder

Saturday 31 March: Bungendore
Park, Bedfordale
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the car park for
Bungendore Park on Admiral Road.
From Albany Highway, turn right
into Admiral Road and follow this
to the car park on the right which
is approximately 1 km from Albany
Highway.
There is a good variety of bushbirds
including some not often seen near
Perth such as Western Yellow Robin and
Rufous Treecreeper. Bungendore Park
is part of the Araluen-Wungong Key
Biodiversity Area (KBA) for Carnaby’s
Black-Cockatoo and Baudin’s BlackCockatoo.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Robyn Pickering

Monday 23 April: Bold Park Eco
Centre, 167 Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Dr Noel Nannup Cultural Ambassador
and Elder-in-Residence for Edith
Cowan University where he works
on community and cultural projects
Operation Rainbow Roost.
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Dec excursion and Christmas lunch: Myalup Bird
Group
Sat 2 Dec: Penguin Island, Shoalwater, Photogroup
activity
Sun 3 Dec: Alfred Cove, Melville, Half-day excursion
Sat 9 Dec: Lake Claremont, Swanbourne, Two-hour
excursion
Sun 10 Dec: Variety Pavilion, Saw Ave, Kings Park,
BirdLife WA barbecue lunch
Tue 12 Dec: Albany Bird Group
Thu 14 Dec: Clarkson Reserve, Maylands, Half-day
excursion
Sat 16 Dec: Wearne Road, North Bannister, Full-day
excursion
Sun 31 Dec: Canning River Regional Park, Wilson, Halfday excursion
Sun 7 Jan 2018: Waterford Foreshore, Salter Point, Halfday excursion
Sun 7 Jan: Half-day excursion, Vasse-Wonnerup
Estuaries
Tue 9 Jan: Albany Bird Group
Sat 13 Jan: Big Carine Lake, Carine, Half-day excursion
Sun 14 Jan: Baigup Wetlands, Bayswater, Photogroup
activity
Thu 18 Jan: Baigup Wetlands, Bayswater, Half-day
excursion
Sun 21 Jan: Garvey Park, Ascot, Half-day excursion
Mon 22 Jan: Bold Park Eco Centre, 167 Perry Lakes
Drive, Floreat, Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Fri 26 Jan to Sun 28 Jan: Australia Day campout,
Walpole
Sat 27 Jan: Lake Richmond, Rockingham, Half-day
excursion
Sun 4 Feb: Nambeelup Settling Ponds, Nambeelup, Halfday excursion
Fri 9 to Sun 11 Feb: Rottnest Shorebird 2020 count
Sat 10 Feb: Tom Bateman Reserve, Thornlie,
Photogroup activity
Sun 11 Feb: Peel Inlet, Mandurah, Full-day excursion
Tue 13 Feb: Albany Bird Group
Sun 18 Feb: Kogolup Lake, Cockburn, Half-day excursion
Mon 19 Feb: Blackwall Reach, Bicton, Half-day excursion
Sat 24 Feb: Woodman Point, Cockburn, Half-day
excursion
Mon 26 Feb: Bold Park Eco Centre, 167 Perry Lakes
Drive, Floreat, Annual general meeting and monthly
meeting, 7:30 pm
Sat 3 to Mon 5 Mar: Labour Day campout, Cheyne
Beach, Albany
Sat 3 Mar: Wellard Wetlands, Baldivis, Half-day excursion
Sat 10 Mar: Craigie Bushland, Craigie, Photogroup
activity
Sun 11 Mar: Lake Gwelup, Stirling, Half-day excursion
Tue 13 Mar: Albany Bird Group
Thu 15 Mar: Eric Singleton Bird Reserve, Bayswater,
Half-day excursion
Sun 18 Mar: Bibra Lake, Cockburn, Half-day excursion
Sun 25 Mar: Herdsman Lake, Stirling, Half-day excursion
Mon 26 Mar: Bold Park Eco Centre, 167 Perry Lakes
Drive, Floreat, Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Fri 30 Mar to Mon 2 Apr: Easter campout, Hopetoun
Fri 30 Mar to Mon 2 Apr: Easter campout, Busselton
Sat 31 Mar: Bungendore Park, Bedfordale, Half-day
excursion
Mon 23 Apr: Bold Park Eco Centre, 167 Perry Lakes
Drive, Floreat, Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
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Members in the field

Esperance Group at Adventureland Park, Esperance (see report,
page 37). Photo by Robyn Cail

Group near the Hardy Inlet (see report, p42). Photo by Christine
Wilder

The group at the Lake Leschenaultia excursion on 9 September.
Photo by Penny Lee

Viewing the Southern Boobook, Bibra Lake (see report, page
44). Photo by Alan Watson

Surveying with Peter White (leader), Claire and Nigel with one
of the AWC staff, Mt Gibson. Photo by Alan Watson
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 164 December 2017

Birding between surveys at Mt Gibson: Torresian or Little? That
is the question! Photo by Penny Lee
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Carnarvon October campout: (above left) Two Great Egrets.
The bird at the rear is in breeding colours, and may have been
breeding nearby. The species has only previously been recorded
breeding once in the Carnarvon region, during the first RAOU
Atlas project.
(top right) Greater Sand Plover.
(right) Slender-billed Thornbill. All photos by John McMullan

Left: White-fronted Honeyeater,
Reynoldson Reserve, 30
September. This bird was one of
many different species feasting
on several Flame Grevilleas at the
reserve. A very memorable time
for us. Photo by Ian Wallace
Right: Pallid Cuckoo with Redcapped Robin, Tammin. Photo by
David Free
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