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Eastern Curlew, Back Beach, Karratha (see report, p31).
Photo by Lou Leidwinger

Female Australasian Darter, Canning River (see report,
p44). Photo by Ian Wallace

Great Crested Grebe near a Tiger Snake, Herdsman Lake. Photo by David Free

Left: Southern Scrub-robin and below: Panoramic view of the bushfire near the Eyre
Bird Observatory (see report, p48). Photos by Philip and Judy Brace

Front cover: Osprey with fish, Alfred Cove. Photo by Danny McCreadie (see report, page 28)
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Vasse River marshes revisited 30 years on
The Vasse-Wonnerup wetlands are a hydrologically
modified system of shallow, fresh to hyper-saline
wetlands draining into Geographe Bay near Busselton.
Most of the system is within a Ramsar Site first
designated in 1990, with boundary extensions in 2000
(Government of Western Australia 1990, 2000).
Much of the waterbird information that supported
the listing was collected by BirdLife Australia (RAOU)
volunteers from 1981 to 1985; the results of those 61
surveys were published in RAOU Report 30 (Jaensch et
al. 1988). Additional surveys were conducted by BirdLife
volunteers and RJ
during 1985-87,
by Bamford and
Bamford (1995) in
1994-95, and by
staff of the former
WA Department
of Conservation &
Land Management,
principally AC and JL,
during 1998-2000.
In their report on
the latter, Lane et
al. (2007) provided
an overview of all
surveys since 1981.

2016. Covering most of the shallows on this day and
three days later, our searching totalled about 18 personhours. Water was significantly, perhaps 40–50 cm,
deeper than on the corresponding date 30 years before,
due to a closed sand-bar at the system’s sea-mouth. Only
a few, small narrow ridges were above water and depths
were typically around 120 cm in the main channel and
10-40 cm in the marshes. A water sample measured 0.4
ppt (fresh). Small numbers of healthy trees and saplings
(Melaleuca spp.) were scattered around the centre of
the marshes; there was a richer shrub, sedge and forb
community than on adjoining samphire marsh grazed by
cattle. Tiger snakes
were abundant,
with six being
encountered in a little
over two hours on 25
November, mostly in
the samphire shrubs
we were searching.

No Australasian
Bittern was seen
or heard but we
concluded that it
could re-occur at
the site because,
based on our
collective experience,
Lane et al. (2007)
habitat and cover
cite the only previous
seemed suitable and
record of Australasian
sufficiently extensive.
Bittern from VasseThe centre of the site
Wonnerup: a single
Samphire and marsh club-rush habitat, Vasse River marshes, November 2016. is over 500 m from
bird observed by
the nearest public
Photo by Roger Jaensch
RJ on 22 November
road and is relatively
1986. Given the
undisturbed.
bittern’s status as
Smaller strips or
Endangered under the EPBC Act 1999 and the current
patches
of
samphire-sedge
marsh
nearby
could provide
preparation of a Vasse-Wonnerup ‘operational plan’ by
supplementary
habitat.
Most
of
the
wetland
system
the WA Department of Parks and Wildlife (DPaW), JL
is hypersaline or dry in late summer, so the species is
proposed that we revisit the site of the 1986 record.
From RJ’s original notebook the target area was identified perhaps likely to be, at most, a seasonal visitor from
other parts of the south-west, for example the moreas marshes where the Vasse River distributes into its
permanent freshwater wetlands of the south coast
estuary, immediately east of the Ford Road alignment.
(Pickering et al. 2015). Recent satellite tracking has
These mostly-seasonal marshes include several channels
confirmed
that Australasian Bitterns do make (perhaps
as well as extensive areas dominated by dwarf-shrubs
regular)
seasonal
movements, of at least 400 km, in
of samphire Tecticornia sp. and infused with swards
south-eastern
Australia
(Herring et al. 2016), so the
of marsh club-rush Bolboschoenus caldwellii and other
distance would not be prohibitive.
sedges.
The same area and habitat had also yielded by far the
majority of records of several other secretive waterbird
species, notably crakes and rails, from this wetland
system. In December 1987, RJ found eight old nests
of crakes, one with more than one layer of eggshell of
Spotless Crake, although only Australian Spotted Crakes
(several) were observed. A single Baillon’s Crake was
flushed on 30 October 1987 and Buff-banded Rail was
sometimes recorded. Furthermore, the only record of the
Endangered (EPBC) Australian Painted Snipe from VasseWonnerup—a bird caught on a fence in early February
1986 (Jaensch 1986)—was from these Vasse River
marshes.

Six Australian Spotted Crakes were heard in the centre
of the marshes (water depth around 25 cm) on 22
November 2016 and, in the north (depth 10–30 cm) on
25 November, two were flushed and another two heard—
thus possibly a minimum of ten present. The birds were
mostly associated with dense sedge, notably a narrowstemmed introduced species Carex divisa prevalent along
submerged sinuous ridges, but sometimes in otherwise
pure samphire. This crake tends to be most often
reported in muddy conditions, so it was noteworthy that
it was present and relatively widespread despite scarcity
of exposed mud. Muddy conditions would occur in the
coming months due to summer evaporation.

Thirty years from the day of the singular bittern sighting,
we surveyed the Vasse River marshes on 22 November

At least four Spotless Crakes were heard, uttering their
diagnostic rattling calls, on 25 November in the northern
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part of the site, one in the same vicinity as an Australian
Spotted Crake. One to three Buff-banded Rails were
recorded each day, in drier areas near Ford Road. No
Baillon’s Crakes were found but habitat seemed highly
suitable, especially the swards of club-rush and mats of
water buttons Cotula sp. The wetlands were probably too
deeply inundated for Australian Painted Snipe during our
November 2016 visits, but RJ assessed the narrow ridges
as likely to provide good habitat once partly emerged.
Four or possibly five crake nests of undeterminable
species were found on 22 November and another three
on 25 November. All of these widespread nests seemed to
be from previous years’ breeding and a couple of bulkier
nests probably had been used in more than one year.
They were at varied heights in samphire shrubs, always
with plenty of sedge—especially Carex. Two of the nests
were rather small in diameter, suggesting possible use by
the tiny Baillon’s Crake.
Apart from one nest with an egg of Purple Swamphen
and a Musk Duck nest with two eggs (likely abandoned),
no other nests with eggs or young were found despite
persistent searching. Only a few broods of Pacific
Black Duck were seen—these not necessarily from onsite nests. A wide range but only small numbers of
waterbirds were present. Water depths were unlikely to
rise higher given the approach of dry summer months
and vegetation and inundation seemed to provide ample
nest sites. We concluded that some aspect of the habitat
was discouraging waterbirds from nesting in this area. A
possible contributing factor may be a 100+ year history
of frequently fluctuating water levels in the wetland
system due to the operation of floodgates near its mouth.
On 22 December 2016, with water in the Vasse estuary—
as measured at the flood gates—20 cm lower, AC and JL
revisited the marshes, covering all areas that had been
surveyed a month earlier and a small additional area
of partially inundated samphire and Typha infused with
fine sedge. Despite the lower water level and some parts
having dried, a similar amount of suitable feeding habitat
for ibises, herons, egrets and spoonbills remained and
frogs, tadpoles and aquatic invertebrates appeared more
abundant. Searching in the additional area—samphire (50
cm tall) with some Typha (to 170 cm) and fine sedge,
in water 5-15 cm deep (almost clear; salinity 0.7 ppt)—
revealed a Swamp Harrier nest with three eggs and some
empty (post-hatching) swamphen and coot nests. Several
crakes were calling nearby. The main prize, however, was
an Australasian Bittern that flushed from this moderately
dense, tall cover and flew upstream in the direction
of a tall bed of Typha. A globally-threatened species
rediscovered in the Vasse River marshes, 30 years on!
We propose to provide more information about this
discovery and subsequent investigations in our next
article.
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Letters to the Editors
Dear Editors
The report by Dr Mike Bamford (the Chair of BirdLife WA)
in WABN 160, suggests an impasse on native bird culling
is not likely to go away soon. If so, this shows a lack
of imagination on the part of the BirdLife WA Chair and
Executive Committee.
It has become almost a truism that when any wild
species proves (or is made) commercially useful (like
honey bees) it stands the best chance of care and close
protection.
You may have read the book about the fate of Spix’s
Macaw. Now, while we may consider the gene pool of say,
Rainbow Lorikeets and WTBC is still relatively high, who
knows what the future holds. So like the foresight behind
the vast agricultural seed bank held in a huge freezer in
the northern hemisphere, we could well require a wider
spread of the gene pool of even today’s ‘pest’ native bird
species.
Moreover, climate change may affect one region more
than another, so a spread of the captured Australian
birds abroad would enhance the future prospects of
those species. If so, this would more than help justify the
proposition I am putting forward.
Rather than culling what are considered exotic, but
‘nuisance’ native bird species, a good case can be made
for capturing and selling pairs to avid overseas buyers.
Sure, there would be legislative difficulties to overcome,
but the ongoing sale proceeds could be used for wild
conservation projects in this state. Even, so I am sure
many like me, opposed to culling, would even grudgingly
accept the capture and sale process as preferable over
senselessly killing the birds without profit.
Internationally, Australia would attract the least criticism,
with even the WWF possibly giving its seal of approval to
my proposition.
You might care to ‘fly this kite’ before BWA members in
the next WABN. In any case, the topic should arouse a
range of opinions.
Tony France

Reply to Tony France:

To cull or not to cull: is harvesting pest
birds for the captive trade a viable
alternative?
Tony France suggests that ongoing sale proceeds
from selling captured ‘pest’ birds could be used for
conservation projects in the wild. In principle, this
idea seems eminently sensible, and it is possible that
there are circumstances (biological, social, political and
economic) where it might possibly work. However, while
it seems an appealing idea, it has long been proposed
(e.g. De la Motte 1990) and has been subject to much
debate already (e.g. Kingwell 1993). There are many and
varied factors to be considered, but it is clear that there
are some serious difficulties with the concept of exporting
pest species. There are two main reasons:
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 161 March 2017

1. Despite the initial attractiveness of the idea, it has
significant drawbacks on animal welfare grounds.
Birds captured in such situations are not used to
being in captivity and are likely therefore to be
subjected to considerable un-necessary stress;
they do not make good cage birds and many die
as a result. It could be argued that this could be
avoided by capturing nestlings, but this may induce
the parents to lay another clutch, and, in any case,
removal of young birds from a population is unlikely
to have any sustained effects on density because
removals only replace high natural juvenile mortality
rates.
2. Such schemes are not likely to be viable financially,
primarily because capture of sufficient individuals
to make a difference to the pest population can
result in the market being flooded. This means that
the price of the birds is likely to drop dramatically,
particularly for long-lived species such as parrots.
Alternatively, trappers will only take what they want
in order to maintain demand, rather than capturing
the number required to reduce pest impacts to an
acceptable level. A further consequence is that, given
past history, the ‘industry’ cannot or will not support
the necessary population monitoring to evaluate the
success of the program in a measurable way.
As Tony France suggests, there are reasons to think
that this idea could succeed in a biological sense (e.g.
Bessinger and Bucher 1992), and there are well-known
examples of populations that flourish in the face of,
and perhaps because of, (regulated) harvesting (e.g.
waterfowl in North America), but outcomes of harvesting
are often not predictable (e.g. Zipkin et al. 1990) and
may result in making the problem worse through changes
in bird behaviour or recruitment into the population.
Proponents of export schemes would therefore need to
fund a significant amount of research on the impacts of
harvesting a given species before any such programs
were to be approved. Mechanisms to monitor the
trade would also be required, as it is well known that
endangered birds are smuggled under cover of legitimate
movements of captive species. Unfortunately, traders
in the past have been unwilling or unable to provide
financial support for such monitoring. There are also
substantial social, political and economic difficulties
that make capture for export impractical. While similar
schemes have been proposed previously (e.g. Vardon et
al. 1997), typically they are not well thought out (see
e.g. Garnett’s (1997) review of the program proposed by
the Northern Territory for commercial harvest of blackcockatoos).
We are not aware of any such program anywhere in
the world where commercial harvesting has been used
successfully for pest birds, because the approach is not
sustainable, quickly becoming economically inviable.
In addition, it is important to remember that export of a
pest bird may also result in export of a pest problem—for
example, the Rainbow Lorikeet, which is a major pest to
agriculture in other parts of its range, has established
in Western Australia from escaped or released captive
birds (Chapman and Massam 2007). It is on its way to
becoming an agricultural pest here, and poses a potential
threat to native species such as Western Rosellas and
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Red-capped Parrots, particularly through competition for
nest hollows (Chapman 2005). Export of our pest species
could well result in pest problems in other countries.

Garnett, S., (1997). Comments on draft proposal to
harvest Red-tailed Black Cockatoos in the Northern
Territory. Eclectus 2, 21-24.

Further discussion of these topics can be found in Lunney
et al. (2007). BirdLife Australia does not advocate export
as a solution to pest bird management problems (BirdLife
Australia 2011).

Kingwell, R. (1993). Should we export our native birds?
Western Australian Journal of Agriculture 34, 77–82.
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Errata WABN 159 and 160
WABN 159: The relevant caption on the back page
should have read: Crimson Finch, Maylands (i.e. not
Common Finch, Maylands).

WABN 160: P. Lee’s note to editors p.11 should have
begun: I was puzzled by the label ‘Common Finch’.

Obituary: Barry Angus
It is with deep regret that we announce the death of Mr
Barry Angus on 2 February 2017 aged 86 who, besides
being a minister and chaplain of some good repute,
also became one of the first volunteer members of the
Community Education Committee with BirdLife WA.
Barry spent a number of years with the committee as a
presenter, bird guide, seller of mercha ndise and general
helper, doing whatever was required of him. In other
words, an above average member of BirdLife who had a
passion for birds and a desire to educate school children
and the general public about the state and situation our
birds find themselves in.
During his tenue we had some strong minded members
of the committee and Barry was always willing to air
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his views of what he saw was the best way to go.
In addition to his valuable assistance we were often
blessed with help from Barry’s wife Molly. They were
a part of what has become a vital part of a society
dedicated to improving the lot of our avian fauna and
making Australians aware of their vital importance in our
environment.
We missed Barry when ill health forced him to give up
his membership but we will remember him with fondness
and gratitude.
Brice Wells
Chairman, Community Education
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Observations
This list has been compiled by the WA
Records Officer with input from the
WA Records Committee. Metropolitan
suburbs or shires are in parentheses.
Please report interesting observations
the WA Records Officer, John Graff
(wasightings@birdlife.org.au) or to
the BirdLife WA office (9383 7749).
Sightings are included on the BirdLife
WA sightings page (http://birdswa.
org.au/sightings.htm) as soon as
possible, and the most interesting
are selected for inclusion in the next
WABN.

Highlights
A busy quarter highlighted by a
particularly busy rarity season on
Christmas and Cocos (Keeling)
Islands. Highlights included first
records for Australian territory of
Square-tailed Drongo-Cuckoo and
Tree Pipit on the Cocos (Keeling)
Islands and a Common Swift on
Christmas Island. Perhaps the most
exceptional record was a Corncrake
flushed on Christmas Island in
December, the first record for
Australian territory since the 1940s
and a long way from their usual
range.
In the metropolitan area, the major
highlight was a Baird’s Sandpiper
seen briefly and photographed at
Nairns on Peel Inlet in mid-December
2016, the second record for Western
Australia. A Beach Stone-curlew
was photographed on Rottnest Island
in September 2016, presumably the
same bird reported previously on
Garden Island (WABN 160). Further
south, an Oriental Pratincole
made Morley Beach its home during
December 2016 and January, while
the long-staying young Eurasian
Curlew also continued to be seen
at Point Douro into January. Also at
Point Douro in November 2016 were
two Common Gull-billed Terns
(subspecies affinis), which have
recently been split as a separate
species by BirdLife Australia. This
is the first confirmed record of this
taxon that we are aware of for the
south-west—they tend to occur in
non-breeding plumage in Australia,
but are identifiable by a shorter,
straighter bill, slightly darker grey
upperparts (compared to Australian
Gull-billed) and in non-breeding
and immature plumages the dark
eyepatch being restricted to a small
spot behind the eye.

The Kimberley also produced an
interesting selection of rarities,
headed by a Grey Phalarope on a
shorebird count at Bush Point. The
State’s other long-staying Eurasian
Curlew also put in an appearance at
the same location. It was a quieter
period in the arid zone, but a very
lost Spangled Drongo appeared
at Monkey Mia on New Year’s Eve,
even catching a swallow in front of
surprised observers.
As we went to press, the Baird’s
Sandpiper had been relocated on
Peel Inlet, and the Oriental HoneyBuzzards had been confirmed
at Lake Joondalup for a third
consecutive season. Further details
will be included in WABN 162.

METROPOLITAN (UBD
Street Directory)
Black Kite – 1, 05/01/17, Folly Pool
(Baldivis) – MN (rare in southwestern Australia; see also WABN
159, WABN 160)
Spotted Harrier – 1, 22/1110/12/16, Lake Goollelal and
surrounds (Kingsley) – GT
(uncommon in metropolitan area;
photographs)
BEACH STONE-CURLEW – 1,
25/10/16, beach near Roland
Smith Memorial (Rottnest Island)
– BH (rare vagrant to the southwest; photographs; almost
certainly same bird reported from
Garden Island, see WABN 160)
Gallinago sp. Snipe – 1, 30/12/16,
Thomsons Lake (Beeliar) - RP –
(any Gallinago sp. snipe vagrant
to the south-west)
BAIRD’S SANDPIPER – 1,
15/12/16, Nairns (Coodanup)
– BB (2nd record for Western
Australia; subject to BARC
acceptance; photographs)
Hooded Plover – 1 juvenile, 16/1017/12/16, Alfred Cove (Attadale)
and surrounds – MB et al. (rare in
the metropolitan area; moulting
into adult plumage by end of the
period; photographs)
Rufous Treecreeper – 1, monthly
Oct ’15 to Oct ’16, Reg Bond
Reserve (Viveash) – PM et al.
(rarely reported on the coastal
plain; photographs)
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SOUTH-WEST (Shark
Bay to Cape Arid)
EURASIAN CURLEW – 1, up to
early Jan ‘17, Point Douro,
Leschenault Estuary (Harvey) –
DM, PB et al. (vagrant to Western
Australia; subject to BARC
acceptance; photographs; see
also WABN 158-160)
Ruff – 1, 05/11/16, Point Douro,
Leschenault Estuary (Harvey) –
JG, PB et al. * 1, 14-15/12/16,
Mullet Lakes Nature Reserve
(Esperance) – GG, LG et al. *
1, 19/12/16-13/01/17, Lake
McLarty (Murray) – GG et al.
(uncommon visitor to south-west;
all birds photographed)
ORIENTAL PRATINCOLE – 1,
20/12/16-03/01/17, Morley
Beach, Wilson Inlet (Denmark)
– SW et al. (vagrant to southwestern Australia; photographs)
Common Gull-billed Tern – 2
presumed subspecies affinis,
05/11/16, Point Douro,
Leschenault Estuary (Harvey)
– JG, PB et al. (first confirmed
record of this species in the
south-west; photographs)
Common Tern – 1, 15/12/16,
Mullet Lakes Nature Reserve
(Esperance) – GG, LG et al.
(rare on the south coast;
rarely reported on fresh water;
photographs)

ARID ZONE
Pale-vented Bush-hen – 1,
05/12/16, Pardoo Station
Caravan Park – PS (rare in WA,
vagrant outside of Kimberley
region; briefly taken into care
then released; photographs)
SPANGLED DRONGO – 1, 31/12/16,
Monkey Mia beach (Shark Bay) –
MF (rare vagrant in WA south of
the Kimberley; photographs)

KIMBERLEY
ABBOTT’S BOOBY – 1, 03/11/16, at
sea between Broome & Scott Reef
– RC, GS et al. (rarely reported
away from Christmas Island;
photographs)
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et al. (rare vagrant to Australian
territory; subject to BARC
acceptance; photographs)

COCOS (KEELING)
ISLANDS
NORTHERN PINTAIL – 1, 24/1131/12/16, Becek Besar – RB et
al. (rare vagrant to Australian
territory; subject to BARC
acceptance; photographs)
Eastern and Eurasian Curlews, Australind. Photo by Ian Wallace

CHINESE GOSHAWK
[SPARROWHAWK] – 2,
09/11/16, Browse Island – NJ,
GS et al. (1st record for Western
Australia; subject to BARC
acceptance)
Grey Goshawk – 1, 30/10/16,
Kununurra (Wyndham-East
Kimberley) – MN et al. (scarce in
Western Australia)
EURASIAN CURLEW – 1, 01/12/16
& 15/12/16, Bush Point (Broome)
– GS, BG et al. (vagrant to
Western Australia; records of this
individual accepted by BARC;
photographs; see also WABN
154-156, 158)

Island – GS, RC et al. (subspecies
vagrant to Australian territory;
photographs)
Island Monarch – 1, 04-07/11/16,
West Island – GS, RC et al. (rare
migrant to Australian territory;
subject to BARC acceptance;
photographs)

CHRISTMAS ISLAND
GREY NIGHTJAR – 1, mid 12/16,
Christmas Island – RS, DB et al.
(vagrant to Australia territory;
subject to BARC acceptance)

GREY PHALAROPE – 1, 15/12/16,
Bush Point (Broome) – DR (rare
vagrant to Western Australia;
subject to BARC acceptance)

COMMON SWIFT – 1, 12/12/16,
‘Swift Alley’ – RS, DB et al. (1st
record for Australian territory;
subject to BARC acceptance;
photographs)

Gouldian Finch – 2, 30/12/1604/01/17, Dampier Creek
Common (Broome) – GS, SR et
al. (south-west of usual range;
photographs)

MALAYAN NIGHT-HERON – 1,
15/12/16, Blowholes track - RS,
DB et al. (vagrant to Australian
territory; subject to BARC
acceptance; photographs)

ASHMORE REEF

Japanese Sparrowhawk – 3, mid
12/16, Christmas Island – RS, DB
et al. (rare migrant to Australia
territory; subject to BARC
acceptance; photographs)

Rose-crowned Fruit-Dove – 1
ssp. flavicollis, 07/11/16, West
Island – RC, GS et al. (subspecies
vagrant to Australian territory;
photographs)
Nest Swiflet sp. (probable Ediblenest Swiftlet) – 1, 07/11/16,
West Island – GS, RC et al.
(all nest swiftlets vagrants
to Australia; subject to BARC
acceptance; photographs)
Arafura Fantail – 1 ssp.
semicollaris, 07/11/16, West
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CORNCRAKE – 1, 16/12/16, LB3
- RS, DB et al. (rare vagrant to
Australian territory; subject to
BARC acceptance; photographs)
RED-BILLED TROPICBIRD – 1,
May ’16, near settlement –
YM (rare vagrant to Western
Australia; subject to BARC
acceptance; photographs)
ASIAN HOUSE MARTIN – 1-2, 1012/12/16, ‘Swift Alley’ – RS, DB

SQUARE-TAILED DRONGOCUCKOO – 1, 30/11-05/12/16,
Home Island – GC, PJ et al. (1st
record for Australian territory;
subject to BARC acceptance;
photographs)
Yellow Bittern – 3, early 12/16,
West Island – RS, RB et al. (rare
migrant to Australian territory;
subject to BARC acceptance;
photographs)
Von Shrenck’s Bittern – 1,
12/11/16, golf course – GC & PJ
* 1, 23/11/16, West Island main
road – RB * 1, early 12/16, West
Island – RS, RB et al. (vagrant
to Australian territory; subject to
BARC acceptance; photographs)
BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT-HERON
– 1, 05/12/16, Home Island –
RB et al. * 1, 06/12/16, Oceana
House – PJ & GC (rare vagrant
to Australian territory; subject to
BARC acceptance; photographs)
Javan Pond Heron – 1, 16/12/16,
Green Waste Dump, Home Island
– GC & PJ (vagrant to Australian
territory; subject to BARC
acceptance)
Japanese Sparrowhawk – 1 dead,
19/11/16, Goat Paddock - GC
& PJ (rare migrant to Australian
territory; subject to BARC
acceptance)
Chinese Goshawk [Sparrowhawk]
– 1, 17-20/11/16, Becek Besar –
GC & PJ * 2, early 12/16, Home
Island – RS, RB et al. (vagrant
to Australian territory; subject to
BARC acceptance; photographs)
EURASIAN CURLEW – 1, 09/11/16,
West Island Recycle Centre – GC
& PJ * 1, 10/11/16, Green Waste
Dump, Home Island – GC & PJ
* 1, 12/11-27/12/16, South
Island – GC & PJ (vagrant to
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Australian territory; subject to
BARC acceptance; photographs;
records likely involve same
individual)
Red-necked Phalarope – 1,
02/12/16, Becek Besar – PJ &
GC * 1, 09-10/12/16, Bottle
Dump – PJ & GC (rare migrant
to Australian territory; subject to
BARC acceptance; photographs)
Common Kingfisher – 1, still
present end Dec ’16, Home Island
– GC, PJ et al. (rare vagrant
to Australia; subject to BARC
acceptance this individual present
since Sept ’15; photographs)
BROWN SHRIKE – 1, 11/1131/12/16, Goat Paddock – GC,
RB et al. (vagrant to Australian
territory; subject to BARC
acceptance; photographs)
Blue-and-White Flycatcher – 1,
05/12/16, Home Island – RB
et al. (vagrant to Australian
territory; subject to BARC
acceptance; photographs)
Asian Brown Flycatcher – 1,
28/11-31/12/16, Trannies Beach
area – RB et al. (rare migrant to
Australian territory; subject to
BARC acceptance; photographs)

OBSERVERS
BB = Bill Betts
BG = Bruce Greatwich
BH = Bruce Hendrie
DB = Damian Baxter
DM = Dan Mantle
DR = Danny Rogers
GC = Geof Christie
GG = Geoffrey Groom
GS = George Swann
GT = Gary Tate
JG = John Graff
LG = Linda Giblett
MB = Mark Binns
MF = Michael Featherstone
MN = Mark Newman
NJ = Nigel Jackett
PB = Plaxy Barratt
PJ = Pam Jones
PM = Pam Masters
PS = Pardoo Station staff
RB = Richard Baxter
RC = Rohan Clarke
RP = Robyn Pickering
RS = Robert Shore
SR = Sacha Ruoss
SW = Shaun Welsh
YM = Yvonne McKenzie

Eyebrowed Thrush – 1, early
12/16, Home Island – RS, RB
et al. (vagrant to Australian
territory; subject to BARC
acceptance; photographs)
PURPLE-BACKED STARLING – 1,
06/11/16, West Island – RB
(vagrant to Australian territory;
subject to BARC acceptance)
ROSY STARLING – 1 juvenile,
09/11/16, airport – PJ & GC * 1,
28/11-03/12/16, airport - PJ &
GC
TREE PIPIT – 1, 09-12/12/16,
airport – RS, RB et al. (1st record
for Australian territory; subject to
BARC acceptance; photographs)

This White-faced Heron was doing well at low tide
on Freshwater Bay, Lake Claremont on 10 Jan
2017.
Olympus OM5 MkII and Panasonic 100-300mm
lens, hand held.
Photos by David Free
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BirdLife WA reports
CHAIR’S ANNUAL REPORT
Looking for inspiration, I suppose, I’ve just read through
my annual report from last year and was pleasantly
surprised. It sounded like a report on an organisation
that is active, doing stuff, making a difference and going
places. To use one of my favourite quotes from the Dalai
Lama, BirdLife WA appears to be a group with people
who are “being useful and being happy”. In that report,
I made the point that annual reports can be considered
to serve two purposes: report on what we have done and
discuss where we are going. This seems like a reasonable
approach and in the words of some Australian or other, “if
it ain’t broken; don’t fix it”.

What have we done?
2016 was another solid year for performance and growth.
Annual reports from our Office Manager Annette Park,
from the Excursions Committee, the Sales Committee,
the Community Education Committee and the Bird Guides
working group, make interesting reading. For example,
the Excursions Committee organised 80 campouts or
excursions in 2016, with 63 of these being half or full
day excursions within 100 km of Perth. There were over
1400 attendances at these excursions. Excursions have
contributed to projects such as Shorebirds 2020 and
monitoring of Key Biodiversity Areas, but have included
outings open to the public. As many of you will know,
this is something which I think is very important and
when my tenure as Chair is over I plan to offer to lead
excursions, but only those open to the public.
The Community Education Committee had about 2500
participants in various events, from school presentations
to bird-friendly gardening workshops. The 23 members
of the CEC put in a total of about 1300 volunteer hours
across some 80 events. The report by ‘chair for life’ Brice
Wells wryly observes that a lot of effort went into talking
to the media and public about a leucistic Willie Wagtail,
but I’m not sure I agree with him that it was “much ado
about nothing”. Brice also notes a worrying decline in
awareness of or interest in environmental matters from
almost any level of government, but I take hope from the
media and community interest shown in this single bird.
The Sales Committee remains active and is being creative
in a changing social environment where fewer and fewer
people send cards. For example, we have moved into the
world of on-line sales. With over 5000 cards sold and an
income of nearly $7000, they are clearly doing something
right. 2016 also saw the running of the inaugural Anne
and Bruce Buchanan exhibition, based around artworks
donated by Anne and Bruce but supplemented by
additional works from local artists, and we are planning
to make this an annual event. Thanks to Barbara Piercey
for running with that.
Our office in Peregrine House continues to run efficiently
under the watchful eye of Office Manager Annette
Park and her team of office volunteers, and there are
no immediate plans for change in accommodation.
Discussions concerning a new building with our landlord
the Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority are definitely on
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hold. This does leave us with a challenge of finding space,
including for a growing number of project officers.
Speaking of projects, 2016 was a busy year for the
Great Cocky Count, Cockies in Crisis, the Great Western
Woodlands, Rainbow Lorikeet surveys, bitterns,
Shorebirds 2020 and Hooded Plovers. A key to keeping
these projects running efficiently, and to setting up new
projects, is securing funding, and 2016 was a milestone
year in that department for us. Through the efforts of
Program Manager Helen Bryant and the irrepressible
Sue Mather (and others), BWA has been very successful
in securing funds for existing and new projects; and
it seems that even when we are unsuccessful we can
achieve a modest victory as a result of having our profile
raised among donor networks.
In the absence of a formal conservation committee, the
Executive Committee has taken on this important role.
We have had input into a range of issues: the control
of water levels in a south coast estuary, management
of weeds and water levels in Lake McLarty, proposed
development of a site adjacent to the Eric Singleton
Bird Sanctuary in Bayswater, protection of nesting and
roosting waterbirds at Point Walter (and elsewhere), a
proposed wave park in Melville, Roe 8 and, the big one,
the ‘Green Growth Plan’ for Perth, to name just a few.
In many of the campaigns, we have received invaluable
support from National Office. In all these dealings, we try
to rely on good data to guide the sort of advice we give.
It is to our credit and perhaps a reflection of this that
increasingly we are being approached by government
agencies for our opinion and advice.
We have also dealt with numerous enquiries from the
public and members on what might appear to be trivial
local issues, but which are important. And just as we
talk of ‘death by a thousand cuts’ when looking at the
cumulative impacts of developments, we should have a
new term to encapsulate the progress achieved through
a series of tiny victories; perhaps “greening one leaf at a
time”?

Where are we going?
This is an important question to ask on a regular basis,
and we are fortunate in having National CEO Paul Sullivan
to address this issue. It is a weighty topic and goes to
the heart of what BirdLife Australia, Birds Australia or
the Royal Australasian Ornithologists Union is all about.
We were partly founded on the basis of a campaign to
stop the killing of egrets for their plumes, and have
long been proud of bringing together ‘amateur’ and
‘professional’ ornithologists for the purpose of research
and conservation. But that isn’t the half of it. There have
been various attempts to encapsulate our organisation
in a few words; a by-line beneath the logo. Currently
that is ‘Birds are in our Nature’. My favourite, however, is
the older ‘Conservation through Knowledge’; but you do
have to look at it in several ways. Knowledge achieves
conservation only if it is applied, and to continue quoting
from Shakespeare: “therein lies the rub”.
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Knowledge can also be viewed in different ways. When
we read ’Conservation through Knowledge’, there is
a tendency to think of using knowledge to achieve
conservation. With this information about a rare bird,
we can protect it or improve its chance of survival,
that sort of thing. If that knowledge is applied! But
there is another sort of knowledge which I think is just
as important for conservation. It is the knowledge,
or awareness, that changes attitudes. It is thus the
knowledge we can give to people to make them
understand and to care. So knowing what a bird needs
can help us protect it, but making as many people as
possible know what that bird needs, and having those
people care about the bird they know about, can be just
as important for conservation.
As an example of what I mean, just think if Carnaby’s
Black-Cockatoo was valued by society and accepted as
much a part of Perth as the Swan River and Fremantle
Doctor.

...and finally
I’d like to acknowledge all the members who have helped
make BirdLife WA function so effectively over the last
year. The members of committee, the office volunteers,
members of the Executive Committee … and perhaps I
can make special mention of a few:
Sue Mather has had a vital role on the Executive and
has put in many hours each week to prepare grant
applications that are our life-blood. She is stepping off
the Executive this year and she will be very hard to
replace.
Nothing happens without finances, and we are fortunate
to have Frank O’Connor keeping a close eye on these.
I don’t always understand what he says, but I am
comfortable that he does!
Project Officers Adam Peck, Tegan Douglas, Robyn
Pickering and Deb Sullivan have kept their projects going
and have filled many gaps along the way.

Helen Bryant and Annette Park are Program Manager and
Office Manager respectively; without them we’d be lost.
They keep administration going.
… and members/supporters all. Whether just sharing our
love for birds or trying to be a social and political force
for conservation, we are nothing without them.
Mike Bamford

AUSTRALIA DAY 2017 Awards
Alison Doley has been made a member (AM) in the
General Division of the Order Of Australia.
Alison was honoured for significant service to
conservation and the environment in Western Australia
through revegetation and catchment recovery initiatives.
Ms Doley, owner of wheat, sheep and beef property
‘Koobabbie’, made it possible for 165 ha of the property
to be revegetated with native species of local provenance
between 2007 and 2011. This award also recognised her
work with Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos on her property.
She has also been a member, founding member
and president to several conservation and recovery
committees (Carnaby’s Recovery Team), trusts and
panels.
Rick Dawson
Colin Philippson has been awarded a Medal of the Order
of Australia (OAM). He was honoured for services to
the community (as a Justice of the Peace) and to motor
racing.
Colin is the husband of Margaret, typesetter for Western
Australian Bird Notes, and has given her invaluable
support over many years in producing this newsletter.
Margaret Philippson

WA BRANCH PROJECTS
Faure Island annual survey, 2016
Collaboration with like-minded conservation organisations
has been an integral part of the BirdLife Western
Australia Branch (BWA) operations for a number of
years. The annual survey of Faure Island, a collaborative
exercise with the Australian Wildlife Conservancy
(AWC), is a good example of this. Faure Island is listed
internationally by BirdLife International and BirdLife
Australia as a Key Biodiversity Area (KBA). KBAs are
selected to identify priority sites for bird conservation.
This listing is based on the threatened status of Fairy
Tern, and the recognised threshold of 1% of the
populations of Australian Pied Oystercatcher and Rednecked Stint.
Four BirdLife members, in company with two AWC staff,
spent the last week of October 2016 on the island,
counting and recording both shorebirds and bushbirds.
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 161 March 2017

This was the eighth of these surveys, using the same
methods each time. The significance for shorebirds,
particularly the trans-equatorial migratory species, was
shown again with the results. In total 10 243 birds were
counted, of which 9579 were shorebirds and of these
8630 were migratory birds. These results are comparable
with previous surveys. Of note were the 5825 Rednecked Stints and 1103 Bar-tailed Godwits.
Sixteen 2ha bushbird sites are also surveyed, using the
2ha, 20minute method. Preliminary reviewing of these
results suggests that the Redthroat, one of the few small
insectivores on the island, is now more widely dispersed
across the island.
The full report for this and previous Faure Island reports
will be found on the BWA website.
Suzanne Mather
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Ninth report on sightings of Hooded Plovers
colour-flagged in Yalgorup National Park,
January 2017

M = metal, W = white, Y = yellow, R = red, P = purple, O
= orange, G = green, Bk = black, Be = blue
If you see colour flagged Hooded Plovers, please send
details of where, when and colour combinations to
wkrussell6@bigpond.com
Bill Russell (Preston Beach), Kate Robinson (Lake
Clifton), Dick Rule (Mandurah)
and Tony France (Myalup)

2016 in the Great Western Woodlands

Hooded Plover Number 42, flagged as a runner on Martin’s Tank
7 December, 2010; photographed on Lake Newnham on
6 January 2017. Photo by Bill Russell

Starting in 2002, 50 Hooded Plovers have been colour
flagged in Yalgorup National Park using funds supplied
by National Heritage Trust and Peel Development
Commission. Banding was carried out by Mike Bamford
and Julie Raines, assisted by a number of volunteers. The
first report on the project summarised sightings of these
Hooded Plovers up to the end of June 2007. The second
report summarised sightings from 1 July 2007 through to
the end of December 2009. Annual reports summarised
sightings made during 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014
and 2015. This report summarises sightings made during
2016.
Flagged 30: L be/m, R r/be (see below for explanation
of codes); ringed as a runner on Martin’s Tank on 22
February 2008. Recorded in February and March on
Martin’s Tank and Lake Pollard in flocks of mixed adults
and immatures, including Flagged 34 and 42.
Flagged 34: L w, R o; ringed as a runner on Lake Pollard
on 3 August 2009. Recorded on 5 March on Lake Pollard
in flock of 21 adults and 1 immature.
Flagged 42: L o/g, R g; flagged as a runner on Martin’s
Tank on 7 December, 2010. Recorded on 5 March on Lake
Pollard and 13 August on Lake Yalgorup.
Flagged 50: L w, R w/be; flagged as a runner on Lake
Pollard on 11 April 2013. Recorded on 6 February on Lake
Pollard with 9 adults and 1 immature and on 21 February
on Martin’s Tank.
Appendix
Ringing protocol and colour combinations
Flagged 1 L w/m, R y/r means that, on the Left leg it has
a white band or flag over a metal one while, on the Right
leg it has a yellow band or flag over a red one. If the
letter is underlined —O— it means the flag was placed
above the ‘knee’.
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The Great Western Woodlands project is no longer
externally funded and is now run by the Great Western
Woodlands Committee, as part of the Western Australian
BirdLife Branch, rather than project officers. But the lack
of funding hasn’t diminished the interest and enthusiasm
of the people still involved and gathering data for this
important ongoing project! 2016 was the second year
in the Great Western Woodlands Committee’s ten-year
mission to conduct biannual bird surveys to gather
information about species distribution, health and
population trends in the Great Western Woodlands.
Information that can then be used to help maintain this
amazing and internationally important ecosystem that is
situated right here in Western Australia’s backyard.
Over 50 people took part in surveys in the Great Western
Woodlands during 2016, with six different survey areas in
the region visited: Credo Station, Jilbadji Nature Reserve,
Cave Hill, Trans Railway Line, Helena and Aurora Range,
and Fraser Range Station*. The Goldfield’s Naturalists
Club also conducted bird surveys of Karlkurla Park in
Kalgoorlie for local residents. Over 250 bird surveys
were completed, most of which consisted of 20 minute
2ha surveys conducted at our fixed survey sites, plus
additional area searches and incidental records from
around campsites and whilst travelling.
In addition to the regular surveys, three intrepid teams
of experienced birdwatchers and outback travellers took
part in some remote surveys funded by the Australian
Bird Environment Fund, heading off the beaten track in
order to conduct bird surveys to the east of Norseman,
in areas never before visited. They conducted over 80
surveys in autumn 2016, filling in gaps for areas from
which we previously had no bird data. The most exciting
record was of a Hooded Plover with chicks on a salt lake
between Fraser Range and the Trans Railway Line.
One hundred and twenty-three bird species were
recorded from the Great Western Woodlands in 2016
(Table 1). Weebill was by far the most commonly
recorded species, occurring in over half (58%) of all 2ha
surveys conducted! After Weebill, five of the top ten
most commonly recorded species were honeyeaters:
Yellow-plumed, Spiny-cheeked, White-eared, Singing,
and Red Wattlebird. Gilbert’s Whistler continue to be
commonly encountered in the Great Western Woodlands,
especially around Jilbadji Nature Reserve. Gilbert’s
Whistler is almost extinct from outside the Great Western
Woodlands, particularly in the central and southern
wheatbelt, so it is great to see them doing so well inside
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 161 March 2017

BirdLife WA reports: BWA Branch projects, ctd
the Great Western Woodlands. The nomadic Purplecrowned Lorikeet was recorded throughout the Great
Western Woodlands in small flocks of up to 20 birds,
although one larger flock of 74 birds was recorded at
Newman Rocks. Despite their tiny size and general
preference for the coastal areas of Western Australia,
Southern Emu-wren really seem to get around! There
are a couple of known small disjunct populations in and
around the Great Western Woodlands, with a group of
three individuals being recorded from a new location
in Jilbadji Nature Reserve in March 2016. Another
unusual record was of a single Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo
in Kalgoorlie—much further east than their typical
distribution in the wheatbelt and Swan Coastal Plain.
Three Malleefowl were recorded during 2016, fewer than
in previous years, however no surveys were conducted
around Karroun Hill Nature Reserve in 2016, which is an
area where sightings of the species are regularly made.
Most survey areas in the Great Western Woodlands
require camping since there is no nearby accommodation,
one advantage of which is that nocturnal species are
more likely to be heard or encountered—almost all
surveys areas recorded both the Southern Boobook and
Australian Owlet-nightjar.
After some good rains, Rowles Lagoon and Lake Cronin
were both filled with water in 2016 resulting in records of
17 waterbird and wader species, with evidence of recent
breeding (fledglings) in Australian Wood Duck and Grey
Teal.

Bird surveys in the Great Western Woodlands will
continue in autumn and spring 2017. We are looking
for people to join with friends to form a group to go out
and do bird surveys at that time. All official surveys are
supported with an information pack, maps, directions,
and loan of a satellite phone. The loan of a GPS with the
survey sites loaded as waypoints is also available. Fuel
subsidies can be made available under certain conditions.
We are particularly keen for people to survey the areas of
Frank Hann/Peak Charles National Parks and Karroun Hill
Nature Reserve since they weren’t surveyed in 2016.
To keep up to date on what’s happening in the Great
Western Woodlands, receive the project newsletter, or
find out more information about taking part in surveys in
the Great Western Woodlands, email Maris Lauva: gww@
birdlife.org.au
For more information on the results from the first three
years of the Great Western Woodlands project (20122014), visit the website to download the full report:
http://www.birdlife.org.au/projects/great-westernwoodlands
*We are still waiting on the survey results from the
surveys at Fraser Range Station, so they are not included
in the discussion here.
Liz Fox

Table 1. Bird species recorded from different survey areas within the Great Western Woodlands.
Species
Emu
Blue-billed Duck
Musk Duck
Black Swan
Australian Shelduck
Australian Wood Duck
Pacific Black Duck
Australasian Shoveler
Grey Teal
Chestnut Teal
Pink-eared Duck
Hardhead
Australasian Grebe
Hoary-headed Grebe
White-faced Heron
Straw-necked Ibis
Black-shouldered Kite
Square-tailed Kite
Whistling Kite
Brown Goshawk
Collared Sparrowhawk
Wedge-tailed Eagle
Brown Falcon
Australian Hobby
Nankeen Kestrel
Eurasian Coot
Painted Button-quail
Ruddy Turnstone

Cave Hill

Credo Station









Jilbadji Nature
Reserve


Helena &
Aurora Range


Trans Railway
Line

Other areas
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Species
Sanderling
Black-winged Stilt
Red-necked Avocet
Red-capped Plover
Black-fronted Dotterel
Hooded Plover
Common Bronzewing
Brush Bronzewing
Crested Pigeon
Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo
Carnaby's Black-Cockatoo
Galah
Major Mitchell's Cockatoo
Purple-crowned Lorikeet
Regent Parrot
Western Rosella
Australian Ringneck
Mulga Parrot
Pallid Cuckoo
Fan-tailed Cuckoo
Black-eared Cuckoo
Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo
Southern Boobook
Tawny Frogmouth
Australian Owlet-nightjar
Rainbow Bee-eater
White-browed Treecreeper
Rufous Treecreeper
Splendid Fairy-wren
Blue-breasted Fairy-wren
White-winged Fairy-wren
Southern Emu-wren
Spotted Pardalote
Striated Pardalote
White-browed Scrubwren
Shy Heathwren
Rufous Fieldwren
Redthroat
Weebill
Inland Thornbill
Chestnut-rumped Thornbill
Yellow-rumped Thornbill
Southern Whiteface
Red Wattlebird
Western Wattlebird
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater
Yellow-throated Miner
Singing Honeyeater
White-eared Honeyeater
Purple-gaped Honeyeater
Grey-fronted Honeyeater
Yellow-plumed Honeyeater
Brown-headed Honeyeater
Brown Honeyeater
White-fronted Honeyeater
Tawny-crowned Honeyeater
Pied Honeyeater
White-fronted Chat
Jacky Winter
Red-capped Robin
Hooded Robin
Western Yellow Robin
Southern Scrub-robin
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Species
White-browed Babbler
Chestnut Quail-thrush
Cinnamon Quail-thrush
Varied Sittella
Crested Bellbird
Gilbert's Whistler
Golden Whistler
Rufous Whistler
Grey Shrike-thrush
Restless Flycatcher
Magpie-lark
Grey Fantail
Willie Wagtail
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike
White-winged Triller
Black-faced Woodswallow
Dusky Woodswallow
Little Woodswallow
Grey Butcherbird
Pied Butcherbird
Australian Magpie
Grey Currawong
Australian Raven
Little Crow
Torresian Crow
Australasian Pipit
Zebra Finch
Mistletoebird
Welcome Swallow
Tree Martin
Fairy Martin
Silvereye

Cave Hill

Credo Station








Jilbadji Nature
Reserve



Helena &
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Brown Falcon (left) and Chestnut Quail-thrush, Eyre Bird Observatory (see report,
p48). Photos by Philip and Judy Brace
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WA BRANCH REPORTS
WA Program Manager—annual report,
2016
Capacity building
2016 has been a big year in terms of developing our
capacity through funded projects—over the course of the
year, BirdLife WA has been awarded over $630 000 in
grants, thanks to the following funding bodies :
•

State NRM Program and
Royalty for Regions
o

o

Small Action Grant: Happy Hollows ($48 060)
to assess breeding rates and allow for control of
feral honey bees in hollows

o

Small Action Grant: Rainbow Lorikeets—Urban
Pest ($33 440)
to identify more roost sites, trial feeders and
palm maintenance

o

Small Action Grant: Consolidation of Biodiversity
Habitat ($40 000)
to restore a degraded, known feeding site for
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo

o

•

•

Small Action Grant: Wheatbelt Community
Engagement ($10 000)
to fund a community engagement scoping study

Perpetual IMPACT Philanthropy Program
o

Great Cocky Count 2017 ($57 195)
(via Elizabeth Gabler Charitable Trust and John
and Beryl Henderson Foundation)

o

Additional funding for general purposes ($3037)
(via Bangalay Environmental Endowment and
Habitat for Birds Charitable Endowment)

Special thanks for the commitment of Robyn Pickering,
Liz Fox, Shapelle McNee and Mark Henryon for all their
work in ensuring the success of the Rainbow Lorikeet and
the Wheatbelt funding applications in particular.
We are delighted that this injection of funds means that
we can plan for the slightly longer-term and continue to
develop a strategic portfolio of conservation projects in
WA—with the ultimate goal of improving the conservation
status of WA’s birds. The key for the coming year is to
build on this foundation so we can continue to identify
future partnership opportunities and ideally diversify our
funding sources.
Project delivery
In addition to these new projects, over the course
of 2016 the project team has continued to deliver
and acquit a number of existing projects, including
the Perth Banksia Woodlands revegetation project,
Taronga Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo Breeding Habitat
survey project, WWF Cockatoo Voluntary Management
Agreements and the 2016 Great Cocky Count (led by
Adam Peck) and the State NRM Bird Friendly Gardens
workshop program (in conjunction with the South West
Corridor Development Foundation and led by Liz Fox on
behalf of BirdLife WA).
Funding and delivery continues for our largest single
project, the LotteryWest Cockies in Crisis community
engagement project (led by Tegan Douglas) and also the
Peel-Harvey Catchment Council Rivers 2 Ramsar project
(which supports delivery of the Great Cocky Count) into
2017.
Thanks to State NRM grants awarded in late 2015,
funding and project delivery also started for the following
projects in 2016 and these projects will complete in
February, March and May 2017 respectively:
•

Runner-up prize, planned for
a future revegetation project
($10 000)
(prize via the Rowley Foundation, plus we are
seeking further funding to progress)

Hancock Creative Gain and Retain
Program
o

Social Media development and
engagement training ($5000)
(for Tegan Douglas and Adam Peck)

Increasing the breeding capacity for threatened
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo ($40 000) (led by Deb

Sullivan)

Impact100 WA Philanthropy Program
o

•

Large Capability
Grant: Building Collective
Capability 2017-2018
($424 000)
to increase community engagement and citizen
science capability

our broader Southwest Black-Cockatoo Program, as well
as expanding our community engagement opportunities.

•

Realising the potential of successful starling
surveillance and control ($19 000)
(led by Deb Sullivan)

•

Operation Rainbow Roost—identifying and
capturing roost site data in Perth ($21 000)
(led by Robin Pickering)

Sincere thanks to all the staff and volunteers that make
the delivery of these projects such a success.
Helen Bryant
WA Program Manager

The success of these applications is thanks to a
significant team effort, notably from Sue Mather, Tegan
Douglas and Adam Peck. Our collective endeavours have
secured funding for a number of key WA projects over
the next two years, including the Great Cocky Count and
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WA List review: 2016
This is the first of an intended annual series listing
changes to the state ‘list’ for Western Australia, arising
from new records or changes in taxonomy, from the
previous calendar year. It will also review decisions by
the BirdLife Australia Rarities Committee (BARC) affecting
WA and its adjacent Australian external territories,
for purpose of revisiting records previous reported in
the WABN ‘Observations’ column as “subject to BARC
review”. For the purposes of this review, ‘Western
Australia’ includes pelagic waters and most islands out
to 200 nautical miles, but excludes Ashmore & Cartier
Reefs, Christmas Island, and Cocos/Keeling Islands.
‘FIRST FOR WA’ RECORDS REPORTED IN 2016
Grey-backed Storm-Petrel Garrodia nereis, 05/2016, off
Bremer Bay (WABN159); Amsterdam Albatross Diomedia
amsterdamensis, 04/2016, off Bremer Bay (WABN 159,
BARC #930 - accepted); nominate Collared Kingfisher
Todiramphus [chloris] chloris, 11/2015, Browse Island
(not reported in WABN; BARC #904 – under review;
split by IOC but not by BirdLife); Chinese Goshawk
Accipiter soloensis, Browse Island (this issue, pending
BARC review); Eurasian Hobby Falco subbuteo, 02/2016,
South Lake (WABN 158, BARC #917 - accepted); Arctic
[Kamchatka Leaf] Warbler Sericercus/Phylloscopus
[borealis] examinandus, 02/2016, Broome Bird
Observatory (WABN 158, BARC #925 – under review;
split by IOC and BirdLife International); [Western] Yellow
Wagtail Motacilla flava, Broome (WABN 159, pending
BARC review; split by IOC and BirdLife International).
BARC DECISIONS IN 2016 FOR WA AND ADJACENT
TERRITORIES
‘Mainland’ WA: ACCEPTED - BARC #867 Heinroth’s
Shearwater, 10/2014, off Broome (WABN 153); #868
Red-throated Pipit, 12/2014, Lake Eda (not reported
in WABN); #873 Semipalmated Plover, 10/2009 then
annual, Broome (WABN 133); #875 Grey Phalarope,
03/2012, Greenough River (WABN 142); #885, #886
South Polar Skua, 3 & 4/05/2014, Albany pelagic (WABN
151); #893 Temminck’s Stint, 11/2015, Lake Eda
(WABN 157); #906 Intermediate Egret ssp. intermedia,
01/2016, Lake Joondalup (WABN 157) [split by BirdLife
International]; #911 Nordmann’s Greenshank, 12/2014,
80 Mile Beach (WABN 149); #917 Eurasian Hobby,
02/2016, South Lake (WABN 158); #930 Amsterdam
Albatross, 04/2014, off Bremer Bay (WABN 159).
NOT ACCEPTED - #888 Leach’s Storm Petrel, 09/2015,
off Kimberley (not reported in WABN); #912 House Crow,
07/2015, Derby (not reported in WABN).
Ashmore Reef: ACCEPTED - #905 Red-billed Tropicbird,
11/2014 (WABN 153).
Cocos/Keeling Islands: ACCEPTED - #870 Japanese
Sparrowhawk, 12/2014 (WABN 154); Blue-and-white
Flycatcher - #879 03/2011 (WABN 138), #880 12/2013
(WABN 149), #881 11/2014 (WABN 153), #882
12/2014 (WABN 154); #903 Eurasian Hobby, 02/2014
(WABN 154); Common Kingfisher - #909 09/2015
(WABN 156), #910 10/2015 (WABN 157).
NOT ACCEPTED - #856 Blyth’s Swift, 12/2014 (not
reported in WABN).
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Christmas Island: ACCEPTED - #874 Japanese
Sparrowhawk, 12/2014 (not reported in WABN); #929
Black-crowned Night Heron, 07/2016 (WABN 160).
Species now removed from BARC review list: South
Polar Skua [pale morph now exempt from review] e.g.
Albany, 05/2015 (WABN 155); Franklin’s Gull, e.g.
Cervantes, 03/2013 (WABN 146-147); Esperance,
08/2013 (WABN 148); Swan Estuary, 11/2013 (WABN
149); Broome, 03/2014 (WABN 150).
TAXONOMIC ‘SPLITS’ AND ‘LUMPS’ OF WA BIRDS
IN 2016
IOC (6.1-7.1) (Gill and Donsker 2017): split Grey-faced
Petrel Pterodroma gouldi (after Wood et al. 2016).
Clements/eBird (Clements et al. 2016): split Greyfaced Petrel P. gouldi, Pacific Emerald Dove Chalcophaps
longirostris, Pilbara Grasswren Amytornis whitei, Sandhill
Grasswren A. oweni, Western Whistler Pachycephala
occidentalis; lump Port Lincoln Parrot Barnardius zonarius
(into Australian Ringneck).
Birdlife Australia Working List v2.0 (BirdLife Australia
2016): split Brown-capped Emerald Dove C. longirostris,
Peaceful Dove Geopelia placida, White-capped Albatross
Thalassarche steadi, Grey-faced Petrel P. gouldi,
Australian Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon macrotarsa,
Australian Little Bittern Ixobrychus dubius, Southern
Boobook Ninox boobook, Rainbow lorikeet Trichoglossus
molluccanus, Red-collared Lorikeet T. rubritorquis;
lump [Western] Ground Parrot Pezoporus wallicus
[flaviventris].
BirdLife International v.9 Dec 2016 (BirdLife
International 2016) (NB likely to pre-empt BirdLife
Australia changes): split MacGillivray’s Prion Pachyptila
macgillivrayi, White-quilled Honeyeater Entomyzon
albipennis, Gilbert’s Honeyeater Melithreptus chloropsis,
Golden-backed Honeyeater M. laetior, Kimberley
Honeyeater Meliphaga fordiana, Western Fieldwren
Calamanthus montanellus, Western Quail-thrush
Cinclosoma marginatum, Nullarbor Quail-thrush C.
alisteri, Northern Shrike-tit Falcunculus whitei, Western
Shrike-tit F. leucogaster, Silver-backed Butcherbird
Cracticus argenteus, Arafura Fantail Rhipidura dryas,
Paperbark Flycatcher Myiagra nana, Kimberley Flyrobin
Microeca tormenti, Oriental Reed-warbler Acrocephalus
orientalis, Kamchatka Leaf-warbler Phylloscopus
examinandus, Western Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava.
SCIENTIFIC NAME CHANGES FOR WA BIRDS IN
2016
IOC (7.1) (Gill and Donsker 2017): Australian White
Ibis Threskiornis molucca, Intermediate Egret Ardea
intermedia, Eastern Barn Owl Tyto javanica, Black
Butcherbird Melloria quoyi.
Working List of Australian Birds v2.0 (BirdLife
Australia 2016): (see also splits and lumps above):
Beach Stone-curlew Esacus magnirostris, Hooded Plover
Thinornis cucullatus; also numerous genus-level changes,
see birdlife.org.au/taxonomy.
These new records and taxonomic changes bring the WA
state bird list (excluding offshore external territories) to
593 species using IOC (7.1) taxonomy, or 589 species
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following BirdLife Australia’s Working List of Australian
Birds.
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Western Ground Parrot — Edited extracts
from the newsletter of the Friends of the
Western Ground Parrot
Update from Perth Zoo
Over the recent breeding season, significant breeding
behaviours were observed in all of the captive Western
Ground Parrots. High levels of excitement, calling and
displaying were followed by mate feeding, mating and
nest building.
A remarkable display sequence was captured by the CCTV
cameras of male ‘Joy’ bobbing, launching approximately 1
metre into the air and then dropping back to the ground
after which he would run back to his primary calling
perch to give a rising call. This display was repeated
often during the breeding season. The second behaviour
observed was an audible wing clap similar to that given
by pigeons. We believe this was another attempt by the
male to impress the female.
In August, Joy began mate feeding Dawn, and this was
followed by mating and nest-site selection—all positive
signs. Dawn’s weight started to increase, indicating egg
development was beginning. We were incredibly excited
by these developments and were prepared for egg laying
with the prospect of chicks when Dawn was observed to
be uncomfortable. Unfortunately, she had become eggbound. Devastatingly she was not able to pass the egg
and she died, despite the best care and treatment from
all our staff. The ‘egg bound’ egg was recovered from
Dawn and set for artificial incubation in the incubator
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that was funded by the Friends of the Western Ground
Parrot. The egg showed promising signs of fertility and
development, but unfortunately the embryo did not
continue to develop beyond seven days into incubation.
Despite this significant setback, we placed female Fifi
into Joy’s aviary. Joy set out to impress by displaying and
calling frequently. Fifi’s behaviour also showed increased
levels of excitement and activity. Two weeks after
introduction, Joy began mate feeding Fifi and successful
mating was observed. Mate feeding and mating frequency
continued to progress and in early October, Fifi was
observed entering one of the Lomandra tussocks for
nest preparations. Her time in the Lomandra increased
significantly over a period of approximately seven days.
Her weight increased significantly, indicating egg laying
was imminent and we believe egg/s were laid. The nest
was very well concealed and out of view of cameras so
we were unable to confirm the number of eggs laid.
When Fifi was off the nest after we suspected that she
had laid eggs, she was looking a little fluffed, and her
weight had dropped significantly. This behaviour led to
some concerns but fortunately her weight stabilised in
the subsequent days. Her body weight dropped lower
than expected after egg laying and it’s possible the egg
laying event was taxing and this led to the irregular
incubation behaviour. Joy displayed excellent commitment
to Fifi during incubation, making regular visits to the
nest to provide the majority of her food requirements.
Fifi’s brood patch became obvious and we believe this is
further evidence that she was incubating egg/s.
By mid-November we calculated that eggs should have
hatched. A small microphone located near the nest was
used to listen for the sound of chicks begging for food
but unfortunately the calls of nestlings were not heard.
A small ‘spy camera’ was positioned on the Lomandra
tussock to provide better insight into nesting behaviour
but to our disappointment it became clear that Fifi was
not tending to nestlings. A brief check of the nest was
later undertaken during the routine afternoon feed when
Fifi stood up briefly, enabling a clear view of the well
maintained nest. Unfortunately, this confirmed no signs
of eggs or nestlings. Towards the end of November, Joy
started moulting and Fifi was off the nest for extended
periods, so a more thorough nest inspection was done to
check for any remnants of egg fragments or desiccated
nestlings, but nothing was found. This is somewhat
surprising as we were certain that Fifi laid at least one or
two eggs.
The events that unfolded this breeding season are a
stark reminder of how few birds we are working with.
The challenges of managing and breeding a species
as unique as the Western Ground Parrot relies heavily
on customising husbandry and breeding management
strategies. However, with limited birds to work with,
the challenges are compounded significantly. Despite
these challenges, we have made considerable inroads
into understanding Western Ground Parrot behaviour
and subsequent refinement of husbandry strategies. Our
knowledge and understanding of Western Ground Parrot
breeding behaviours is now well advanced and with this
we are now closer than ever in being able to breed the
Western Ground Parrot. We will continue to do all we can
with the remaining birds (three males and one female)
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to advance husbandry and breeding prospects for these
birds in 2017, but with so few birds the odds are stacked
against us. The staff at Perth Zoo will continue to do all
we can to help save the Western Ground Parrot from
extinction.
Arthur Ferguson

Department of Parks and Wildlife spring 2016
update from South Coast Fauna Recovery Team
Winter was a quiet time for Ground Parrot field work, but
the Parks and Wildlife team were kept busy collating and
reviewing data from the last field season, and planning
for spring cat baiting work. Parks and Wildlife staff have
also been supporting the Perth Zoo program, providing
regular deliveries of native food plans from the south
coast.
In contrast, spring has been busy, with access to both
Cape Arid and Fitzgerald River National Parks limited by
the long wet winter. A second 2016 Eradicat® cat baiting
was completed in October through Parks and Wildlife’s
Western Shield Program, which provided important
introduced predator control around the unburnt patches
of ground parrot habitat. This is being complemented
with funds been made available by the Threatened
Species Commissioner for the South West Fauna
Recovery Project (SWFRP) which includes continuing
to implement feral cat control on the south coast to
protect Western Ground Parrot habitat. The SWFRP team
(formerly IRFP) headed out in November, with Jennene
Riggs tagging along to finish filming work. The objective
of the trip was to target any cats that remained following
the baiting, and to complete some opportunistic surveys
for Ground Parrots. Birds were heard in two core areas,
and even a few young birds heard. Following the baiting,
the team spent two weeks trapping for feral cats that
survived the baiting, and removed nine large males,
all over 4.2 kg. This targeted removal is likely to be
important for removing the larger and older animals that
are less likely to take a bait, and is a key
part of the feral cat control strategy that
complements the aerial baiting program.
The low trap success and minimal sign
highlights the importance of this work
and we hope has provided some extra
protection for Ground Parrots in the
breeding season.

Species distribution modelling for the Western
Ground Parrot
Dr Shaun Molloy from Edith Cowan University (ECU) is
working with the South Coast Threatened Birds recovery
team to look at the effects of predicted climate change on
the Western Ground Parrot. This work, funded by South
Coast NRM, will be invaluable to guide selection of future
translocation sites.
In November, Shaun, with Sarah Comer, Allan Burbidge
and volunteer Michael Burbidge, visited historic and
currently occupied Ground Parrot habitat between Windy
Harbour and Cape Arid National Park where he was lucky
enough to hear and see a ground parrot in Cape Arid.
Shaun found visiting these sites, and benefiting from
Allan and Sarah’s extensive knowledge, was a fantastic
opportunity which has enabled him to apply a more
comprehensive understanding of the Ground Parrot’s
habitat requirements to his work.
The habitat for most species is defined by variables such
as rainfall, temperature, and other habitat requirements,
and changes to any of these variables might affect the
range and population of that species. Ecologists use
variables such as these to develop Species Distribution
Models (SDMs). A well constructed SDM can be invaluable
in informing the management and conservation of plants
and animals.
Results of an SDM are presented as a distribution map
that shows the probability of presence for the target
species. They can estimate the importance of each
variable to the SDM and show how changes in each
of these variables might alter future distributions.
Consequently, SDMs are effective in predicting current
and potential distributions when using climate data. They
allow historical presences to be modelled against climate
records to form high quality baseline models, which
can then be overlaid with predicted climate scenarios to
demonstrate how predicted changes in climate change
may affect species distributions.

The SWFRP team is still working on
determining the optimum season for
baiting, and are testing this with remote
cameras in the Fitzgerald River National
Park. Sound recording units were also
deployed, as we are still optimistic we
might rediscover Ground Parrots there,
especially following the good start to the
spring months.
Plans for monitoring populations in 2017
are taking shape, and we plan to run
several trips between March and May 2017.
Sarah Comer Parks and Wildlife staff and volunteer: L-R Abby Thomas, Jim Creighton, Sarah

Comer, Emma Massenbauer, Lucy Clausen, Steve Butler and Saul Cowen. Photo
by Jennene Riggs, Riggs Australia
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Shaun has been funded by South Coast NRM to work with
the South Coast Threatened Birds recovery team to:
1.

Investigate the links between historic and predicted
climate and its effects on the Western Ground Parrot.

2.

Demonstrate how predicted changes in these
variables may influence the potential distribution of
the Western Ground Parrot in the future.

3.

Commence the identification of associated indicator
species, ecological assemblages and conservation
priorities to which the tools, data and methodologies
developed through this project can be applied.

4.

Identify ongoing research requirements and priorities
(it is intended that the tools and data sets developed
through this project can be applied to other
conservation priority species in South Coast NRM
region).

However, SDMs do have their limitations, especially
where there are large knowledge gaps on the habitat
requirements and physiology of a target species, such
as the case with the Western Ground Parrot. With this
in mind we note that the purpose of this exercise is to
inform expert opinion, not replace it and that SDMs are
best applied and refined through an ongoing adaptive
management framework.
Sarah Comer, Shaun Molloy and Allan Burbidge

Library news
Members are reminded that the BirdLife WA library is
located at Peregrine House, Bold Park and is accessible
during office hours Monday to Friday 9:30 am to 12:30
pm. Members may borrow items for up to a month by
simply filling out the card in the pocket at the back of the
item and placing this card in the card receptacle on the
shelf in the library. The following are some books that
have been recently added to the collection:
‘Birding for the Curious’ by Swick, N. (598.07234 SWI)
‘Birds of New Guinea’, 2nd edition by Pratt, T.K. & Beehler,
B.M. (598.0995 PRA)
‘Birds of the Darwin region’ by McCrie, N. & Noske, R.
(598.0992495 MCC)
‘Cranes, Herons and Storks of Australia’ by David
Hollands (598.9 HOL)
‘Finch Trapping in the Kimberley’ by Coate, K. & Merritt,
L. (598.883)
‘Parrots of the Wild: a natural history of the world’s most
captivating bird’ by Toft, C.A. & Wright, T.F. (598.71 TOF)
‘The 2016 Great Cocky Count’ by Kabat, T.J. et al.
(598.71 KAB)
‘Understanding Bird Behavior’ by Moss, S. (598 MOS)
‘Wildlife Conservation in Farm Landscapes’ by
Lindenmayer, D. et al. (333.76 LIN)

Unique fund-raising opportunity
The Friends of the Western Ground Parrot have joined
the Booking.com Community Program. If you use the
site to book your accommodation when you travel you
can support us by using our linked page: http://www.
booking.com/?aid=1181719

‘Who Killed the Great Auk?’ by Gaskell, J. (333.95 GAS)
Happy reading.
Catherine Gawen
Hon. Librarian

The Community Program is a new program where
Booking.com is working together with community groups
and associations around the world to help them gain
additional funding. For every hotel or accommodation
booking made through our link, we will earn 7.5% of the
value of the booking for the first six months.

Quality of digital photographs
IMPORTANT —PLEASE READ!
When submitting photos for use in WABN, please send a high quality image, eg, 300 dpi, with a file size of
at least 500 kb.
It is suggested that the settings on your digital camera be changed to the maximum resolution (setting).
Another area that could cause a problem is that some e-mail programs automatically reduce the file size
so these settings could be adjusted to maintain the original file size.When e-mailing images please attach them to
an e-mail and not embedded in a Word document or in the e-mail itself.

Page 22

Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 161 March 2017

Across the Nullarbor: news from
National Office
Indigenous owners confirm
shorebird hotspot

Fate of Toondah on hold
again

The Gulf of Carpentaria is such an isolated region that
the bird life it supports has always been under-surveyed.
In an effort to remedy that situation and shine a light on
the birds of the region, the Traditional Owners of Mapoon,
on the Gulf of Carpentaria, undertook ongoing training—
assisted by BirdLife Australia’s Indigenous Grant for Bird
Research and Conservation—to monitor populations of
wetland birds.

The construction of a 400-berth marina as part of a
redevelopment of the Stradbroke Island ferry terminal
at Toondah, in Queensland’s Moreton Bay, will destroy
important habitat for the Critically Endangered Eastern
Curlew.

In doing so, they established that the area is of national
and international significance for waterbirds, especially
migratory shorebirds, identifying 24 species of migratory
shorebirds during their surveys, in addition to ten species
of resident shorebirds, 25 species of waterfowl, herons
and allies, and 11 species of gulls and terns.

Fire burns Regent hotspot

“We’re not against developing the ferry terminal,” said
Judith Hoyle, Convenor of BirdLife Southern Queensland,
“but it can be done without destroying endangered
species habitat.”
“The federal and state governments have access to plans
that will deliver the much-needed redevelopment of the
Stradbroke Island ferry terminal and surrounding area
without touching the Ramsar site”.
The development was the subject of a ‘Suspension of
Referral Decision Timeframe’ by the Federal Department
of Environment and Energy, meaning the project’s future
will be left in limbo until July.

Hot weather is seldom good for birds, and when it
promotes bushfires it can be disastrous. When parts of
the Tomalpin Woodlands in the Lower Hunter Valley KBA
in NSW were blackened by a bushfire recently, it set
alarm bells ringing. This bushland is recognised as one
of the most important breeding areas for the Critically
Endangered Regent Honeyeater, and is also important
for another Critically Endangered species, the Swift
Parrot, as well as other declining woodland birds—Brown
Treecreepers and Black-chinned Honeyeaters.
A preliminary survey by BirdLife Australia and its partners
in the Regent Honeyeater Recovery Team has revealed
severe damage to the Regent Honeyeater breeding sites
and most ‘high quality’ woodland bird sites.

Flyway Partnership Meeting in
Singapore
For many birds, Australia is the end of the line in their
migration along the East Asian–Australasian Flyway
(EAAF), which extends from Australia to eastern
Siberia and Alaska. Representatives from BirdLife
Australia and the AWSG recently attended a meeting
of the EAAF Partnership, joining national governments,
intergovernmental and non-government organisations
to promote cooperation and collaboration in protecting
migratory waterbirds and their habitats right along the
Flyway.
The Partnership ratified four new Australian Flyway
Network Sites (Adelaide International Bird Sanctuary;
Nijinda Durlga in the Gulf of Carpentaria; Ashmore
Reef; and Pulu Keeling National Park), and endorsed an
Action Plan for the Eastern Curlew to help prioritise and
coordinate efforts along the Flyway to safeguard the
future of this species.
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 161 March 2017
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Naming of birds
Honeyeaters and Chats –
Meliphagidae
The name honeyeater is a bit of a misnomer as
honeyeaters eat nectar and pollen – not honey.
Black Honeyeater – Sugomel niger. Sugomel means
simply honey-sucker, from Latin sugo, to suck and mel,
honey. Niger is Latin for black, though the male is not
completely black, while the female is brown.
Dusky Honeyeater – Myzomela obscura. Myzomela
comes from Greek muzao, to suck and Latin mel, honey.
The specific name obscura is Latin, meaning dark or
dusky. Also called in the past Obscure Honeyeater,
fortunately not accepted now.
Red-headed Honeyeater – Myzomela
erythrocephala. Only the male bird has a red head
while the female shows just a few hints of red around
the forehead and chin. Erythrocephala comes from Greek
eruthros, red, and kephale, head. Other names include
Blood-bird, Mangrove red-head
and Red-headed myzomela.
Painted Honeyeater –
Grantiella picta. The
genus was named for W.
R. Ogilvie-Grant who was a
Scottish ornithologist at the
British Museum from 1909 to
1918. The suffix –iella is the
diminutive. Picta comes from
Latin to paint. ‘Grant’s little
painted bird’. Also known as
‘Georgie’, imitating the two note
call.

Latin indistinctus meaning disordered, or not distinct.
Vigors and Horsfield, who described this bird, said that
the specimen they had to work from was in very bad
condition and ‘scarcely admits of a description’, hence the
name. ‘Indistinct snake-licker’.
New Holland Honeyeater – Philidonyris
novaehollandiae. The genus name, as stated by Fraser
and Gray, ‘is the name Lesson (1831) gave to what he
called the third subgenus Cinnyris, a sunbird species.’
They assumed that the name was made up from Greek
philemon, meaning affectionate, and the end of the name
Cinnyris. The specific name is the old name for Australia,
New Holland in Modern Latin. ‘New Holland affectionate
part sunbird’. Other names for this familiar bird include
Honeysucker, Fuschia bird and Yellow-winged Honeyeater.
White-cheeked Honeyeater – Philidonyris niger.
Niger is Latin for black, not really a good description
of the bird as it has more white and yellow than black.
‘Black affectionate part sunbird’.
White-eared Honeyeater
– Nesoptilotis leucotis.
Nesoptilotis is derived from
Greek neso, island, referring
to Tasmania. The only other
member of this genus in
Australia occurs in Tasmania,
hence the name. The species
name is derived from Greek,
leukos, white, and otis, ear.
Hence ‘white eared island bird’.

Blue-faced Honeyeater –
Entomyzon cyanoti. Fraser
and Gray state that the genus
name is Greek, entoma,
Silver-crowned Friarbird
segmented insects, and muzao,
– Philemon argenticeps.
to suck. Most honeyeaters
The word philemon is Greek
consume a diet of mainly
for affectionate. Argenticeps
nectar, while the Blue-faced
(Latin) is a direct translation of
Honeyeater appears to eat
the English name – argenteum
mainly insects which it extracts
meaning silver, and ceps or
from under the bark of trees.
caput meaning head. ‘SilverCyanotis describes exactly the
headed affectionate bird’.
White-cheeked Honeyeater, Lake Vasto, East Perth.
colour of the ears – from Latin
Photo by David Free
cyaneus, kingfisher blue, and
Little Friarbird – Philemon
Greek otis eared. ‘Blue-eared
citreogularis. The specific
insect sucker’. Other names:
name is derived from Latin
Blue-cheeked Honeysucker, Blue-eared Grackle and
citreus, lemon, and gula, throat. ‘Lemon-throated
Banana bird for its liking for fruit.
affectionate bird’. When Gould described this friarbird his
specimen was an immature bird. The adult bird does not
Black-chinned Honeyeater – Melithreptus
have the slightly tinted yellow throat of a young bird.
gularis. Genus name melithreptus comes from Greek
Banded Honeyeater – Cissomela pectoralis.
melithreptos, meaning honey-fed. Gularis is from Latin
Cissomela, according to Fraser and Gray, comes from
gula, meaning throat. ‘Throated honey-fed bird’. It might
Greek kissa or kitta meaning a jay or magpie, i.e. a black
have been more precise to mention the colour of the
and white bird, and meli, honey. ‘Honey magpie’. The
throat. One of the earlier names for this bird as used by
male bird is black and white, while the female is brown
Gould was Black-throated Honeyeater.
and white.
Brown Honeyeater – Lichmera indistincta. Again,
according to Fraser and Gray, this strange name comes
from Greek likhmeres, meaning (of snakes) ‘to play with
the tongue’, or ‘snake-like licker’. Indisticta comes from
Page 24

Brown-headed Honeyeater – Melithreptus
brevirostris. Brevirostris refers to the bill being short,
though this is not a field character. From Latin brevis,
short and rostrum, bill. ‘Short-billed honey-fed bird’.
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Naming of birds, ctd
White-throated Honeyeater – Melithreptus
albogularis. The common name is a direct translation
of the specific name – from Latin albus, white and gula,
throat. ‘White-throated honey-fed bird’.

simply ‘three colours’, namely the red, white and brown
of this striking little bird. Only the male is brightly
coloured. ‘Three coloured short tail bird’. Other names
include Tricoloured Chat, Bush Chat and Saltbush Canary.

White-naped Honeyeater – Melithreptus lunatus.
Lunatus refers to the crescent-shaped white band around
the nape. From Latin luna, moon and lunatus, crescent.
Other names used include Lunulated Honeyeater and
Black-crowned Honey-sucker.

Orange Chat – Epthianura aurifrons. The species
name comes from Latin aurum, meaning gold and frons,
meaning forehead. Only the male chat is is brightly
coloured, being a deep golden orange with the deepest
colour on the crown. ‘Golden-fronted short tail bird’.
Other early names include Orange-fronted Chat, Tang
(imitative of the call), Bush Chat and Saltbush Canary
(like the Crimson Chat).

Tawny-crowned Honeyeater – Glyciphila melanops.
The genus name is derived from Greek glukus, tastes
sweet, and philos, loving. Just another way of saying that
honeyeaters love sweetness, whether it is nectar, honey
or sugar. Melanops is also derived from Greek, namely
melas, black, and ops, the face. ‘Black-faced sweet-lover’.
Western Spinebill – Acanthorhynchus superciliosus.
The spinebill has a long slender down-curved bill which
gives the bird its genus name derived from Greek
acantha, spine, and rhunkhos, bill. The specific name
superciliosus comes from Latin supercilius, meaning
eyebrow, referring to the white line running back from
the eye to the neck of this bird. ‘Eyebrowed spinebill’.
White-eyebrowed spinebill was the common name given
in 1848 by Gould and used for many years. The similar
Eastern Spinebill (which does not occur in Western
Australia) does not have a white eyebrow.
Pied Honeyeater – Certhionyx variegatus. The
genus Certhia are the Northern Hemisphere treecreepers.
Greek onux is a hooked claw, giving the name ‘Hooked
claw like a treecreeper’. Variegatus is Latin meaning
multicoloured or more than one colour.
Rufous-throated Honeyeater – Conophila
rufogularis. The genus name comes from Greek
konops, gnat, and –philos, lover of. The specific name
is derived from Latin rufus, red and gula, throat. ‘Redthroated gnat- (or insect-) lover’. Honeyeaters feed
mainly on nectar but do also eat insects. The young
are fed on insects before they fledge and graduate to a
nectivorous lifestyle.
Grey Honeyeater – Conophila whitei. Named for S.
A. White, a nature lover and explorer who visited remote
parts of Australia collecting bird specimens. He was also
president of both the South Australian Ornithological
Association and the Royal Australasian Ornithologists
Union. ‘White’s gnat lover’. This bird is the drabbest of
the honeyeaters, having virtually no distinctive features
other than a very faint rufous wash to the belly.

Yellow Chat – Epthianura crocea. Crocea is Latin for
saffron-coloured or yellow. Both the male and the female
are yellow with the male being a more pronounced
yellow. ‘Yellow short tail bird’. Other names used include
Yellow-breasted Chat and Orange-breasted Chat.
White-fronted Chat – Epthianura albifrons. The
specific name is a direct translation from the Latin – albus
meaning white, and frons meaning forehead, giving us
‘White-fronted short tail bird’. Numerous common names
have been recorded for this familiar and tame little bird,
some reflecting the call like Tin tack and Tang; and others
descriptive of its looks, like Moonface and Baldy-head.
White-gaped Honeyeater – Stomiopera unicolor.
The genus name comes from Greek stomatos, mouth,
and opera, pouch or wallet, and refers to the open gape.
Unicolor is Latin for one colour. Hence the name ‘Onecolour mouth or gape’. The White-gaped Honeyeater is a
uniform grey-brown except for the pale yellow gape.
White-lined Honeyeater – Microptilotis albiliniata.
The genus name Microptilotis is derived from Greek
micro, small, ptilon, feather, and –otis, ear or eared. This
is in reference to the conspicuous white ear patch of the
White-eared Honeyeater, of the same genus. Albilineata
comes from Latin albus meaning white, and linea which
means streak or line. ‘Small white-streaked feathered
ear’.
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater – Acanthagenys
rufogularis. Latin acantha means thorn or spine, while
gena refers to the cheek, chin or eye. Rufogularis is Latin,
rufus, red and gula, throat giving the translation ‘Spinycheeked red throat’. The whitish streak down the sides of
the neck is made up of stiff feathers that look like spines.
Monticola

Bar-breasted Honeyeater – Ramsayornis fasciatus.
Named for E. P. Ramsay who was a naturalist and curator
of the Australian Museum for many years. Ornis is Latin
for bird – hence Ramsay’s bird. The specific name comes
from Latin fascia meaning band or banded. ‘Ramsay’s
banded bird’.
Crimson Chat – Epthianura tricolor. The meaning
of the name Epthianura is obscure. There are a number
of Greek words which could apply, two of the meanings
referring to possibly ‘refined’ or also ‘decreasing’. The –
oura part of the name pertains to the tail. Both meanings
could be describing what Gould called ‘the short and
truncated tail’ of the chat. Tricolor is Latin and means
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Western Spinebill, Quaalup campout (see
report, p45). Photo by John McMullan
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Early spring wader survey,
SeptEMBER 2016—Ruddy
Turnstone
When I received cryptic information from Perth in early
spring that migratory waders were on their way, I
assumed the message meant that the birds were already
on their way south from Broome. However, I wondered
whether some of the birds would soon arrive at the
Yalgorup, given the extended cold snap at the time
predicted to continue for about two weeks in the southwest.
Nevertheless, on 11 September 2016 I decided to
commence my fourth early spring to mid-summer
migratory wader survey in succession at Lake Preston.
I made a 15 km field trip, monitoring the lake’s western
shoreline northwards from Myalup to Inlet Cove site, but
found only scattered Silver Gulls and Australian Shelduck
in numbers.
During bright sunshine at the early part of 13 September,
I decided to check out the lake’s Main Spit site (about
7 km north of Myalup), which has proved a prime
migratory wader site,
usually from late spring
to early December. By
the time I arrived at the
spit, the bright morning
had rapidly turned to
dull, grey skies with
a cold and blustery
easterly.
The strong wind had
created a foamy
waterline with poor
visibility. Once again,
I found any number
of scattered Silver
Gulls and Australian
Shelduck. I found no
birds at all at the spit’s
hard limestone shoreline
until about half way
through the 1½ hour
round trek.

Another Willie Wagtail Nest
Attacked
Stranger and Lynch (2016) described a Willie Wagtail
nest from November 2015 that was partly destroyed
and stated that two dead nestlings were on the ground
underneath. They suggested that the Singing Honeyeater
was responsible for the destruction.
In September 2016 a pair of Willie Wagtail built a nest
under the same patio roof. The nest was constructed
similarly to the one in 2015 but was extensively encased
in spider web. On or about 7 October two young were
close to fledging. But on the 10th it was noticed that
the nest was partly destroyed on one side, though the
destruction did not penetrate into the nest chamber,
and there was no sign of the fledglings, though both
were seen nearby on the 12th. We again suggest that
the Singing Honeyeater was responsible for the partial
destruction.
In mid-November 2016, another nest was built nearby
under the same roof and two young fledged from it on 10
December 2016. The nest had not been interfered with in
any way.
Only two small species
are resident in southeast Innaloo (which RS
surveys regularly): the
Willie Wagtail and the
Singing Honeyeater,
the latter sometimes
harassing the former.
The absence of other
small species may be
due to a lack of suitable
vegetation for them, for
the area is only lightly
sprinkled with trees and
shrubs in the streets
and gardens.

However, we suggest
that the Singing
Honeyeater deters or
repulses other small
species intent on
Ruddy Turnstone, early spring, Main Spit, Lake Preston. Photo by
A quick movement
establishing here, as
Tony France
caught my peripheral
does the Noisy Miner in
vision. A skittish lone
the Eastern States (Low
Ruddy Turnstone abandoned its uneven rocky cover and
2014: 49, 50). Similarly, the absence of small species in
scuttled ahead.
roadside vegetation bordering farmland at localities such
as Narembeen may be due to aggression by the YellowThat one migratory wader sighting made a long, dull and
throated Miner.
cold morning’s trek well worthwhile. At best, I have found
only 4-6 Ruddy Turnstones along the Spit on any one
References
occasion during the prime season.
I assume the lone bird was a relatively recent arrival in
Australia, for I have yet to find any Ruddy Turnstones
overwintering at Lake Preston. But a big question
remained: was that lone migratory bird a reliable hint of
others soon to follow? If so, I hoped those yet to come
arrive in settled, warmer weather.
Tony France
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Low, T. (2014). ‘Where Song Began: Australia’s birds
and how they changed the world ‘. (Penguin Group
(Australia): North Sydney.)
Stranger, R. and Lynch, K. (2016). Willie Wagtail nest
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Update on Perth’s Peregrine
Falcon
As reported in the last Western Australian Bird Notes
(WABN 160,32), a pair of Peregrine Falcon attempted
breeding on the balcony of a high rise office building on
St George’s Terrace overlooking Hay Street.
A visit early in December 2016 indicated the nest
was abandoned. It was well past the average 33 days
incubation period. The two eggs were still in the nest
but the adult was no longer sitting. Both birds were still
visiting the site and sitting on the balcony wall on the day
(see photos, p56).
Marcus Singor

Fairy Tern colony on
Breakwater Parade, Mandurah

With the use of decoys it is hoped the terns will find it
suitable.
I continued visiting the site and keeping tabs on the
progress of the little colony. More chicks hatched.
Mandurah City put a post on their Facebook page, and
later a press release about the colony and the oldest
recorded Fairy Tern.
Over the holiday period the number of terns dropped.
It also appeared that a couple of the older chicks had
fledged and left for the estuary with the adults, and one
of the chicks had been left alone to fend for itself. There
were five younger chicks being fed, and the older one
tried to join in, but was chased away. It managed to
steal some fish from the other chicks, and was savagely
pecked by the adults. After a couple of days it had died.
On the weekend I photographed another banded bird,
with the number 040-78646, which Nic has identified as
being another from the 1997 Tern Island colony.
More chicks are hatching, so hopefully they will make it
to maturity. There are a couple almost ready to fledge at
the moment.
Cherilyn Corker

21st November 2016: I noticed 18 Fairy Terns on a
vacant block on Breakwater Parade, part of the Mandurah
Marina. The area used to be sandhills and a lagoon
before the marina was built, and was a nesting area for
the terns. As the birds appeared to be selecting nesting
sites I took photos and reported the find to the Fairy Tern
Conservation Group Facebook page.
I continued visiting the site and taking photos as the
number of birds increased. There was a lot of courting
behaviour and selecting of nesting scrapes, despite the
traffic going by and the construction site behind the
block. On 27 November I spotted a bird with a leg band.
On 5 December, having been away for the weekend,
I received an email saying that the band on the tern,
reading 040-78624, had been identified as having been
placed by Nic Dunlop in January 1997 on Tern Island
when the bird was a ‘runner’. As that meant the tern was
20 years old, it made it the oldest Fairy Tern found in
Australia at that point.
On 7 December I spotted two chicks for the first time.
The Fairy Tern Network had been in touch with Mandurah
City about trying to get the site protected. On 15
December there was a meeting at the site with Nic
Dunlop, Thelma Crook from Peel Harvey Catchment
Council, Bob Paterson from our local BirdLife branch,
Rebecca Cassells from Mandurah City, and two or three
other parties, to discuss the future of the colony and
what actions could be taken for the protection of the
birds. Mandurah City had already been granted an
undertaking from the owners of the land that no work
would be done on the block(s) until the nesting season
was over. Also, there was an agreement that the fences
would be repaired and signs erected asking for the terns
to be left alone. (The fences have since been partially
repaired, but signs have gone up all around the area.) A
site was selected to be nominated in a request to the city
for clearing and fencing for next year’s breeding season.
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Birdwatching in comfort
Birdwatching from bed…does it come any easier than
this? Recently, I was roused from sleep by the sound of a
Red-capped Parrot close by in my garden.
I opened my eyes just in time to see the bird land on a
Leucospermum bush that grows in the garden, close to
my window, luckily just cleaned. My camera was within
reach, so I took this photo while still reclining on my
pillows! (see photo next page)
Re the plant, it is one of the few non-natives in my
garden, but is much appreciated by honeyeaters when
it starts to flower in early September. They help to
pollinate the many flowers it bears, so by November,
there are seeds to be found under the persistent florets
of the blooms. The Australian Ringnecks using the nearby
birdbath don’t seem to be aware of this food source, but
a few Red-capped Parrots, perhaps the same ones, have
been coming to feast for a few weeks for the last three
years. At other times of the year, I only see them in
bushland.
I have not, as yet, seen any flocks of Regent Parrots.
Could be that our long, cold winter and late spring has
delayed nesting this year. In the meantime, I have been
watching a pair of Whistling Kite whose nest has been
built near the very top of a tall Tuart growing at the edge
of one of the nearby lakes.
By my calculations, the hatching should have happened
last week, so I am hoping to see some small heads
appearing in due course.
Mavis Norgard
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Point Walter, Bicton
Two Ospreys were on the nest at Point Walter on 17 July
2016. They were adding building material to the nest in
the top of a tall Norfolk Island Pine tree. The nest site
was situated on the hill side behind the Point Walter
restaurant. During a visit on 25 August 2016, an Osprey
was carrying what looked like large lumps of seaweed to
the nest. On 26 September 2016 two Ospreys were at
the nest, one sitting, one standing. I suspect heavy winds
in October and November caused the nesting material to
dislodge. The nest platform was still in place in the top
of the Norfolk Island Pine tree with nest remnants at a
lower level directly below the top. On 25 November 2016
the nest was vacant, indicating that breeding at the site
was unsuccessful. (see photo, p56)
Bodkin Park, Waterford

Red-capped Parrot (see report, p27). Photo by
Mavis Norgard

OSPREY ALONG THE SWAN RIVER
AND OTHER SITES
The Osprey population around the Swan River was last
surveyed in 2009. At least four breeding attempts were
made along the Swan River in the 2009/2010 season but
only two were successful (Singor 2009). The successful
nests were at Peppermint Grove and Mount Henry. The
main focus this year (summer 2016/2017) was again on
the Osprey population breeding along the Swan River, but
any other breeding records that came to light during the
survey were also collected.
Norfolk Island Pine trees seem to be a nesting site of
choice for this species. The Canning Bridge, Point Walter,
Busselton and Old Swan Brewery nest sites were all
situated in the top of Norfolk Island Pine trees.
Four pairs of Osprey successfully bred along the Swan
River in 2016/2017; these were at Mount Henry, Canning
Bridge, Waterford and Ascot. In addition, one other
successful nesting site was located at Hillarys along the
metropolitan coastline. Three of the nesting sites, Mount
Henry, Canning Bridge and Waterford, were relatively
close together.
The proliferation of Osprey along the Swan River
seems to be a recent phenomenon. Wynton Maddeford
remembers that, when he was growing up in Mt Pleasant
and spending a lot of time on and around the river,
Ospreys were very uncommon on the river until about
the mid 1980s. Serventy and Whittell (1976) mention
that Ospreys rarely venture inland but are occasionally
seen on the Swan River estuary as far inland as the
Causeway.

Perth area
The main breeding locations for Ospreys around Perth
during 2016/2017 were as follows.
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A pair of Osprey has a nest on the river front alongside
Bodkin Park, Waterford. The pair raised three chicks in
the summer of 2016, making this a successful nest site.
On Sunday 3 January 2016 good views of the nest and
chicks were had.
The adults were seen around the nest, which is located in
a dead tree, at the end of June 2016. During a visit on 9
August 2016, an Osprey was occupying the nest. On 29
September an adult Osprey spent most of day standing
on the nest attending to something in the nest while the
partner stood on a branch close to the nest, in the same
tree. Just before sunset one young fluffy, striped chick
was observed chewing on the top side of nest while the
adult was sitting within the nest. On 27 October a young
Osprey was observed exercising regularly on the nest and
was just starting to find lifting ability and lifting off the
nest, indicating that breeding was successful this season.
For many years the Ospreys had a nest further around on
a point in Waterford (Canning River) but as far as local
observers are aware, they never raised any chicks there.
That nest is no longer there.
Mount Henry, Salter Point
Ospreys are commonly seen around Mt Henry near
Aquinas College and are considered permanent residents
of the area. This is another successful breeding site.
The Mount Henry Peninsula Conservation Group
confirmed that there is still one breeding pair of Osprey
on Mt Henry Peninsula. They return every year to breed
and raise one to two chicks.
Both birds were at the nest site and calling on 4 August
2014. On 19 October 2016 two eaglets were sighted in
the nest. During a visit on 22 October, an adult bird was
shading two chicks in the nest. The chicks were quite
active, moving around and jabbing at each other.
Canning Bridge
A successful Osprey nest is located in the top of a Norfolk
Island Pine tree on Mt Pleasant Esplanade just along
from Rowing WA, near Canning Bridge. The nest site is
in the eighth Norfolk Pine tree along The Esplanade from
Canning Highway. This is a recent nesting site and two
young were fledged in the 2015/2016 season. On 17
July 2016 an Osprey was observed carrying a stick to the
nest, and two adult birds were at the nest on 25 August
2016.
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On 22 October, two adult birds were at the nest, one
standing and one lying flat and low in the nest. Another
Osprey was standing on a lamp post on Canning Bridge.
On 25 November 2016 there was one adult Osprey
standing on nest and one half grown juvenile visible in
the nest.
Old Swan Brewery
During a visit to the Osprey nest in the top of a Norfolk
Island Pine tree, on 16 July 2016, an adult bird was
standing on the nest and was heard calling. Ospreys
were seen adding sticks to the nest on 26 August 2016.
Regular stick deliveries were observed. On a visit on
17 October, one adult Osprey was standing on the nest
platform preening. It did not look like an active nest as
the bulk of nest material seems to have sagged down
to a lower level and the new platform above consisted
of a thin layer of nesting material (dead branches). The
nest was deserted on 26 November 2016, so the site was
deemed unsuccessful.
Ascot Waters, Ascot

In June 2016, Ospreys were present at the nest, then
sitting on the nest on 21 July. During the first week of
September an Osprey was seen bringing twigs to the
nest and the following week two birds were present at
the nest site. On 23 October 2016 one nearly fully grown
chick was being fed at the nest so this is considered a
successful site.
Garden Island
The Osprey status on Garden Island in the late 1990s
was covered in an internal Department of Defence
publication. The situation for the Osprey was summarised
as “Resident, breeding, moderately common. Gradually
increasing. Three nests used by two pairs in 1991; six
nests used by two to three pairs in 1995-97 but only one
or two successful” (Maher et al. 1999). Breeding sites
are on the west coast of the island, on limestone cliffs or
small offshore stacks.
Rottnest

The Ascot Radio Tower
is located in samphire
wetlands near the
Garratt Road Bridge.
There are two Osprey
nests in the structure.
One is on the top
platform and one half
way up the tower. At
the end of June 2016
Ospreys were sighted
at both nests.

Rottnest Island has a
healthy population of
Osprey. The number of
pairs breeding around
the island has varied
between two and six.
In 1992 Ospreys were
breeding at Rocky
Bay, Cathedral Rocks,
Nancy Cove, Salmon
Point, Parker Point
and Wallace Island.
Based on banding
On 21 and 24 October
conducted on Rottnest
adults were seen on
Island, immature
the lower nest site in
birds seem to disperse
the tower. One Osprey
quite widely. Young
was standing on the
birds banded between
lower nest on 13
Osprey, Whitfords Nodes, Hillarys. Photo by Julia Gross
1961 and 1963 were
November 2016. The
recovered within a year
status of this nest is
at Lancelin, Denmark
unknown.
and near Albany (Saunders et al, 1993). Presently 14
known nesting sites are found on the island though not
Ron Courtney Island, Garvey Park, Ascot
all of these are active.
Ron Courtney Island is located in a bend of the Swan
River in the suburb of Ascot. Ospreys at this site raised
The 14 sites are North Point, City of York, Crayfish Rocks,
two healthy chicks early in 2016. No Ospreys were seen
Rocky Bay, Rocky Bay (west), Cathedral Rocks, Fish Hook
when the nest was checked on 2 June 2016. On 27
Bay, Wilson Bay, Strickland Bay, Green Island, Salmon
September, chicks were reported in the nest, although
Point, Parker Point, Vera Rocks and Settlement.
the number could not be determined. There was one
adult Osprey at the nest on 22 October 2016.
Whitfords Nodes, Hillarys
An Osprey nest is located at Whitfords Nodes, Hillarys,
north of Hillarys Boat Harbour in a mobile phone tower
and from all accounts has been there for a while. Ospreys
bred at this site in 2015. Adults were seen feeding young
in November 2015 and have been observed catching
rabbits near this site.
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Recent breeding data shows at least five breeding pairs
on the island. During the 2010/2011 breeding season
active nests were located at Rocky Bay (west), Wilson
Bay, Green Island, Strickland Bay and City of York Bay.
During the 2011/2012 breeding season active nests were
found at Rocky Bay (west), Green Island, Strickland
Bay, Fish Hook Bay and at the Settlement. Breeding
was confirmed at Salmon Point in November 2016. Most
breeding sites are found on the western half of the island.
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Inactive or old nest sites
Peppermint Grove
The Peppermint Grove/Claremont site used to be one
of the most successful and consistent breeding sites for
Osprey on the Swan River. The site was in a Tuart tree
on the cliff below Devil’s Elbow and had been active for
many years. The dead tree in which they nested blew
down 2-3 years ago.

simultaneously have been seen in the area. The Ospreys
were actively chasing Pacific Gulls encroaching on their
nest area—the gulls returned constantly, watching from a
little further distant.
Manjimup
At a slightly inland location, Ospreys were sighted on
a nest with two chicks at Karri Valley, Beedelup Lake,
Pemberton on 29 January 2007.

Alfred Cove

Fitzgerald River National Park

Ospreys are present at the Alfred Cove site all year round
and can often be seen sitting on the fence posts in the
samphire wetlands. The artificial nesting platform located
on top of a tall pole has not been used. There were two
Ospreys present on 24 September 2016 (see front cover
photo).

There is still an Osprey nest just east of Quoin Head
in Fitzgerald River National Park. The nest is very old
and has a heavy stick formation in the base and is
approximately 1-1.5 m high and one metre high. Chris
Biddulph has advised me that two fledglings were raised
in this nest in 2015.

North Mole

Carnarvon

There was an Osprey nest on a boat lift on the road out
to the Fremantle north mole. The lift, at Northport Marine
Services, 4 Sultan Way, North Fremantle, is large and
coloured blue and the nest was situated on top at one
end. The nest looked large enough to have been there for
some time. The site was checked on 10 December 2016
and the nest was no longer there, possibly removed.

A large Osprey nest is located on an islet near the
blowholes, 50 km north of Carnarvon. It had two eggs
around end of August 2015. The nest is pretty big and is
visible from shore.

Country locations
The ‘Handbook of Western Australia Birds’ (Johnstone and
Storr 1998) provides an extensive list of known Osprey
nesting sites along the Western Australian coastline. An
update for a few of these sites is provided hereunder.
Pinjarra
There is one active nest at the southern border of Lake
McLarty (July 2016). Another nest is located along the
estuary overlooking the Inlet towards Point Grey. Both
nests are in dead trees.
Collie
The Osprey nest near the Collie Bridge in Australind was
occupied in 2015.
Busselton
Ospreys were present at a nest in the top of a Norfolk
Island Pine tree on 20 August 2014 at Siesta Park,
Mitchell Street, Marybrook. They were previously
reported nesting at this site as far back as August 2008.
Kilcarnup
There has been an Osprey nest at Kilcarnup for as long
as people can remember. There was a fledgling in the
nest in November 2015. A pair of Osprey was seen flying
around the location at the end of August 2016.
Hamelin Island
There is an Osprey nest on the north-western tip of
Hamelin Island (off Hamelin Bay), partially protected
from winds blowing from west to north-west. The rock
nesting platform is on the western side of the island.
The size of the nest indicates it has been there for a long
time.
On 10 December 2016, there were two birds present, one
sitting on and the other near the nest. Up to four birds
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On 26 September 2016, north of the blow holes at
Carnarvon, an Osprey had a nest in a Telstra tower with
two nearly fledged juveniles. An Osprey was sitting on
another nest on the off shore islet near the blow holes.
There were two breeding pairs at this site.
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EASTERN CURLEW DISTRIBUTION
IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA—PART 3:
Pilbara Region
The Eastern Curlew, Numenius madagascariensis, is
now recognised as critically endangered under the
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act
1999 (EPBC Act), partly because the population reaching
Australia has more than halved since the 1980s (Vine and
Weller 2015).
A general overview of the distribution of the Eastern
Curlew from the south-west to Exmouth region
was provided by (Singor 2016a, b) and the current
contribution covers the Pilbara area from Onslow to Port
Hedland.
Storr mentions in ‘Birds of the Pilbara Region’ that the
Eastern Curlew is a moderately common visitor (all
months) usually in ones or twos, occasionally in small
parties (up to 6), mainly seen on tidal mudflats but also
at salt work ponds (Storr 1984). More recently, Johnstone
et al. (2013) also described the species as ‘moderately
common’, in small parties up to eight birds. However,
current data suggests that the species sometimes occurs
in bigger concentrations than previously recorded in the
Pilbara region. In the following account, highest numbers
are recorded between parentheses.

Onslow area
A small number of Eastern Curlew has been seen at the
Ashburton River mouth (3) and Fortescue River estuary
(1). Sightings come from a number of sites around
Onslow such as Beadon Point (1), Four Mile Creek (7),
Onslow Jetty (1) and Beadon Creek (26), the most
prolific site. Records are available for most months at
Onslow except April, May and July.
Dampier
There are a number of locations along the Burrup
Peninsula that are frequented by Eastern Curlew. These
are Hearson Cove (3) on the east side and Withnell
Bay (1) on the west side. There are records from the
Burrup Peninsula for the months February, March, May,
September and November.
There are counts of up to 50 birds from the Dampier salt
works (Anon. 1985). More recent (Oct. 2012) counts at
the salt works have been no higher than 20 (Abbotts
2013).
Karratha
While it is thought that the Eastern Curlew has declined
in numbers in the Pilbara, there is little information
available about actual numbers and trends. Lou
Leidwinger counted Eastern Curlews over a 20-month
period at Back Beach, Karratha, and this fills in a gap in
our knowledge about the species in the Pilbara region
and provides a baseline against which future change
can be measured. Back Beach is located on the coast at
Nickol Bay, north-east of Karratha, a couple of kilometres
east of the local golf course and at the end of Mystery
Road (Leidwinger 2013).
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 161 March 2017

The habitat at Back Beach consists of extensive mud
flats at low tide which can extend out for miles. There
are stands of mangroves along the coastal foreshore and
areas of exposed and weathered rocky outcrops. Mixed
flocks of waders can be found roosting on the rocks
at high tide. High spring and autumn tides cause the
mangroves and mudflats behind the belt of mangroves
to flood, and pools of standing water are left behind the
mangrove fringe when the tide recedes. Shorebirds will
roost at these pools at high tide and move back to the
mud flats when the tide falls.
Observations were made at Back Beach several times
a week from July 2012 to February 2014. There was a
break in the counts for a five week period between mid
May and mid June 2013. Eastern Curlew numbers (5-10)
increased from mid August onwards. In the following
months up to November numbers fluctuated with counts
often in the range of 10 to 25 birds. The highest count
in this period was 50 in September 2012. The population
showed a reduction in numbers from December through
to early February (Figure 1). In late February and March
numbers spiked again (15-30) and when April came
around the population had largely disappeared with only
a couple (1-2) overwintering. These numbers remained
constant throughout the winter months. (see photo, p2)
It was interesting to note that when the number of
Eastern Curlews dropped this coincided with the passing
of two cyclones. Shorebird numbers seemed lower at
Back Beach when temperatures reached >40⁰C; perhaps
they moved further south or to offshore islands where it
was cooler.
The bimodal distribution of Eastern Curlew numbers is
of interest and may actually coincide with the southern
and northern migration ‘pushes’. Meanwhile the lower
numbers observed during the December-February
‘saddle’ may represent a dispersal of the birds from the
possible minor staging area of Nickol Bay to other areas
along the coast.
There are sightings of Eastern Curlew from the Karratha
Golf Course. The golf course is located right on Nichol
Bay and all along its northern boundary are suitable
mudflats and rock habitat that extends east to Back
Beach.
There are plans related to the mining industry to make
major alterations to the areas around Nickol Bay, such as
proposed deep water ports, coastal mining operations,
housing developments and the like. These measures
will likely impact negatively on the coastal environment
for both migrant and resident waders. More research is
needed so necessary environmental input can be applied
to these projects.
There are a number of sites between Karratha and Port
Hedland where Eastern Curlews have been sighted. These
are Cleaverville (2) foraging in the estuary, and Dixon
Island (9), Point Samson (1), Cossack (2), Whim Creek,
Balla Balla (10) and Mundabullangana (6) at the estuary
of Yule River.
Port Hedland
At Port Hedland sightings have come from Finucane
Island (10), Redbank Mangroves (2), Six Mile Creek (8)
and Port Hedland foreshore (1). There are a few Austral
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Figure 1. Eastern Curlew numbers at Back Beach, Karratha, July 2012 to February 2014. Data from Leidwinger (2013)
and L. Leidwinger, pers. comm.

winter sighting at Port Hedland with a maximum count
of (9). The Dampier salt works at Port Hedland (42) are
a favoured location for Eastern Curlew (Abbotts 2013).
They can be found at the Port Hedland salt works most
months (September, October, November, February,
March, April, May and July).
Two Eastern Curlews were observed feeding on tidal flats
at North Turtle Island in May 1975. Turtle Island is off
shore north-east from Port Hedland. East of Port Hedland,
sightings come from Pardoo Station, Red Point (1) and
the mouth of Pardoo Creek (4).
Barrow Island and nearby
The Eastern Curlew is a regular migrant on Barrow Island
and frequents the shoreline and shallows (Sedgwick
1978). During surveys conducted between September
2003 and March 2006 a maximum of eight birds were
found and the species was present year round in small
numbers. The highest counts were made on southward
migration from September to October (Bamford and Moro
2011). There are several unpublished records (1990,
1996, 2012) from Hermite Island in the Montebello
group, to the north of Barrow Island (A.H. Burbidge,
pers. comm.). Eastern Curlew have also been reported
on Varanus Island, which is the largest of the Lowendal
Islands, north-east of Barrow Island, in May and July
1986 and March 1987.

Dampier salt works (50) at the Port Hedland salt works
(42) and at Beadon Creek (26) at Onslow. The species is
present year round though in lower numbers (9) during
the Austral winter. River estuaries, mudflats and salt
ponds are favoured locations.
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Crossword No. 30
CLUES

by Pam Agar
ACROSS



1

2

3

4

5

6

7
8

9

10
11

12

13

14

15

16
17
18

19
21
24

25

26

28

Common haunt of Rock Parrots.
Providers of information for Bird Notes.
Nature of a crake.
Mud and mosquitoes may put you …
Often necessary for success.
Feathers covering the ‘armpit’ area.
Account of results.
Diving bird of southern coast.
BirdLife Australia journal.
This bird is a scavenger.
Direction.
Prime predator of birds.
A jacana’s …are exceptionally long.
Non-written form of record.
Provide information.
Tiny bird.

DOWN

20
23

5.
6.
9.
10.
13.
14.
15.
16.
18.
19.
21.
23.
24.
25.
28.
29.

27

29

See page 53 for Answers
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1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
7.
8.
11.
12.
15.
17.
20.
22.
26.
27.

To suggest for committee.
Biological order which includes owls.
Upper breast marking.
Zone to provide greater protection.
Dove’s call.
Remaining part.
Native-hens and moorhens.
Back colour of thornbill species.
Petrel, seen off-shore in winter.
Provide with a new home.
May be useful for field-work records.
Most common nightjar.
Testing of plan.
Definitely not on the local bird list.
A nesting material.
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Notices
2017 Great Cocky Count –
Sunday 9 April at sunset

COMMUNITY EDUCATION
COMMITTEE
Winter bird classes

The ninth Great Cocky Count (GCC), WA’s biggest

survey for endangered and vulnerable BlackCockatoos, will be held 30 minutes before sunset
on Sunday 9 April. During this annual communitybased survey, volunteers count Black-Cockatoos at
night-time roost sites across the south-west of the
state on a single night in April.
A key aim of the GCC is to survey as many roost
sites as possible. We need your help to make the
2017 GCC the biggest survey ever!

JUNE 17TH & 18TH 2017
The BirdLife WA Community Education Committee is
holding a weekend of Winter Bird Classes at the WA
ECO CENTRE, 167 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat, WA
6014.
Presenters: Brice Wells, Frank O’Connor, Rod Smith
and Georgina Steytler
Sat – June 17th

Photographing Birds with Rod
Smith and Georgina Steytler
Shorebird Identification with
Frank O’Connor

Sun – June 18th

Bird Identification–’Little Brown
Birds’ with Brice Wells
Birdwatching locations with
Frank O’Connor

REGISTRATION:

8.45am

CLASS:

9.00am – 12.30pm – morning
tea provided

COST:

$15 per day, to be paid on the
day.

WHAT YOU CAN DO
1. Register to monitor a roost site by Sunday 19
March
Fill out the 2017 volunteer registration form to
express your interest in conducting a roost count
(http://www.birdlife.org.au/projects/southwestblack-cockatoo-recovery/great-cocky-count-swbc).
Volunteer registration closes 3 weeks before the
GCC (Sunday 19 March) in order for us to allocate
you to a roost site. There are several hundred sites
to monitor, so we need your help! Workshops will
run in late February and March, watch out for an
email about these once you’re registered.
2. Report a roost site
Help us to identify more roost sites for both whitetailed and red-tailed black-cockatoos. Roosts
are places where black-cockatoos rest at night.
Important information on the location of critical
roosting habitat is collected through the GCC, and
is increasing with every GCC completed. If you
know about a night-time roost site, please email or
call us about it.
3. Tell your friends and colleagues about the GCC
Use your networks to spread the word about the
GCC. Facebook (see the BirdLife Western Australia
Facebook page and share the event), Twitter,
email, and word-of-mouth are all great ways to
encourage people to get involved.
For more information about the GCC, or to tell us
about a roost site for white-tailed or red-tailed
black-cockies,
contact Adam Peck on 9287 2251 or at
greatcockycount@birdlife.org.au

Page 34

To reserve a place:
Phone the BirdLife Western Australia office on
9383 7749 during office hours, Mon-Fri
9.30am – 12.30pm or email: wa@birdlife.org.au
State your name, a contact number, email
address and the sessions you wish to attend.
These classes are open to all and no previous bird
watching experience is necessary!

DO YOU HAVE SOME GREAT
BIRD PHOTOGRAPHS?
How about submitting some for the
2018 BirdLife WA calendar?
The 2017 Calendar was a great success and
preparations for the 2018 calendar are underway.
If you are a BirdLife WA member and wish to
submit photographs for consideration,
please email Robyn Pickering
(pickeringrobyn29@yahoo.com) for the 2018
calendar criteria.
A maximum of 5 photographs may be submitted.
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Sunday 16 July-29 July: Rangeland Surveys to Bulga Downs,
Mt Forrest and Dandaraga Pastoral Leases
EXTENDED RESEARCH CAMPOUT
For a number of years BirdLife Western Australia
(BWA) has organised Rangeland Surveys in
association with the Western Australia Department
of Parks and Wildlife (DPaW). The BWA surveys
document for the first time or add to the DPaW
species lists for pastoral leases and conservation
reserves. However, the intensive survey plot sites are
also chosen to test different aspects of avian ecology
and conservation management. As a consequence,
survey protocols are more rigorous and regimented
for area and time constraints than most BWA
campouts and weekend field trips.

The surveys this year are planned to take place on
Bulga Downs, Mt Forrest and Dandaraga Stations in
the Murchison Region south of Sandstone. We will be
staying initially at Bulga Downs Station, as the guests
of McQuie family, and at the Sandstone Caravan Park
for the period from the arrival on 16 July at Bulga
Downs Station for surveys through 24 July, then a
‘movement day’ to renew our supplies and fuel and
move to the Sandstone Caravan Park for the surveys
on Dandaraga between the 25th and 29th of July.

The bird surveys on Dandaraga will be the first on
this station. Surveys on Mt. Forrest and Bulga Downs

Friends of the Western Ground
Parrot

will concentrate on banded ironstone habitats, mulga
woodlands and shrublands and compare grazing
intensity management practices of Bulga Downs on
bird populations.
Both camping locations have good facilities and
access roads for even the most luxurious of caravans.
However, participants are expected to be completely
self-sufficient and 4WD vehicles are required for
transit on station tracks. Daily surveys are not
rigorous, but entail walking over uneven and rocky
ground and some degree of fitness is necessary. Nonbirding partners are welcome to enjoy our period in
the bush, helping DPaW with important conservation
objectives.

If you would like to be placed on the email list
to attend, please contact John and Ruth Luyer
(john@hibeach.net), Ed and Alyson Paull (edward.
paull@bigpond.com), Roger and Cheryl McCallum
(roger8cheryl6@hotmail.com), or David & Roma
Bell (dtrcbell@iinet.net.au) and mark your calendar
for the last two weeks in July.
Leaders: John & Ruth Luyer, Ed and Alyson Paull,
Roger and Cheryl McCallum, David and Roma Bell

Donations to
BirdLife Western Australia
The Western Australian Branch is aiming to be in the financial position
to support conservation work through projects, particularly aimed at
threatened species. With the decline in government funding, support for this
work through donations and bequests is one way this aim can be realised in
the future.

GIFT MEMBERSHIP
For $10.00, you can buy a Gift Membership
for a friend or a member of the family.
Get in touch with us (email: wgparrot@
gmail.com) and we will provide you with the
payment details.
Following payment, you will be emailed a
confirmation of the membership purchase
and a gift membership e-card to print or
email to the recipient. The recipient will
then need to activate their membership
to receive our quarterly newsletter with
the latest news about the Western Ground
Parrot.

Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 161 March 2017

Tax deductible donations specifically for BirdLife Western Australia can be
made to BirdLife Western Australia through our office at Peregrine House. A
tax deductible receipt will be issued.
If the donation is being made as a direct deposit in the BirdLife Western
Australia bank account, it is important to signify who it is from and that it
is specifically for BirdLife Western Australia. Donations will then be held in
a separate account so that they can be accounted for through the national
office each year in accordance with the Federal Taxation Department
requirements.
Such donations, unless specified by the donor for a particular purpose, will
be used to assist in meeting the objectives of the organisation.
If you have decided to make a lasting legacy to BirdLife Australia in
your Will, contact Bequests Officer Ralf Sternad on 03 9347 0757 for a
confidential discussion on your options, including any specific requests
(e.g. support for black cockatoos in WA).
Mike Bamford, Chair
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Ornithological Society
of New Zealand

Ninth Biennial Australasian
Ornithological Conference
BIRDLIFE WESTERN
AUSTRALIA (BWA)
is offering
Postgraduate Student
Sponsorship
to assist attendance at the AOC
in Geelong, Victoria,
8-11 November 2017
Two sponsorships of $500 each
are offered for Western Australian
postgraduate students.
These will be allocated on the basis
of the merit, quality and relevance of
submitted abstracts. The cut off date for
the submission of abstracts is 30th June
2017.
BWA will notify successful applicants
by email or post by 31st July 2017.
Funding of $500 will then be forwarded
and acknowledged to these people at
the AOC2017.

New WA members
The following WA people joined BirdLife Australia during the period
2 November 2016 to 9 February 2017.
M Armstrong, W Bacon, A Baskerville, K Baskerville, L Baskerville,
K Beggs, J Bennett, T Blackwell, J Blake Heatley, R Bowen, J Brace,
M Britza, C Broden, Brownlee Hopmann Family, P Burke, A Canzirri,
S Challis, L Chiu, B Clark, M Clarke, E Clitheroe, S Crawley,
A Creagh, P Darby, J Dodd, P Eagle, K Geelhoed, T Gifkins,
H Goggs, E Grant, J Gregory, W Griffiths, G Groom, M Hanlon,
P Hansen, A Harper, D Harper, B Harrison, N Hawkins, A Hemsley,
J Herring, R Hewitt, L Howlett, P Howlett, L Johnson, P Johnson,
L Jolley, W Jones, J Ketterer, J Lee, R Lindsay, S Macbeth,
L MacLaren, T Mayall, L McPhail, A Morgan, C Mynott, R Newell,
C Newton, S Osborne, A Peck, M Potter, C Prickett, S Redapple,
A Richards, S Ryan, J Salmon, L Scaddan, P Schultz, D Shorter,
K Smith, C Spiker, M Steinbacher, S Stem, B Stone, J Stoneman,
B Straker, S Strong, A Strumpher, A Subramanya, C Thorogood,
C van Raay, H Wroth, D Yates and F Zumbuhl.
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The conditions of this sponsorship are
that applicants:
•

Are enrolled for a postgraduate
degree that is relevant to
ornithology

•

Are studying in Western
Australia

•

Have registered to attend the
AOC2017 for at least one day

•

Are prepared to present a
paper at this conference

•

Have not received any other
subsidy or grant to attend the
AOC2017
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ALBANY BRANCH
Excursion reports
Denmark, 8 November 2016
We started our outing at the Ocean Beach end of Wilson
Inlet. Apart from an Eastern Reef Egret right below the
lookout there were very few birds, the distant Fairy Terns
being the most interesting. There was a small number of
Red-necked Stints but no other shorebirds were visible.
At the inlet itself we found cormorants and swans, and a
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike was spotted sitting on a nest.
We moved on to the mouth of the Denmark River where
we found the corellas we had seen last year, sitting in the
very same tree. One of the birds appeared to be a corella
x galah hybrid. A walk amongst the Karri trees added
rosellas and pardalotes to the list. We were also lucky
enough to get good views of a Sacred Kingfisher. The
count for the day was 54 species.

Excursions will take place on Tuesday, 14 March, 11 April,
9 May and 13 June. More details about destinations,
where to meet, etc. will be made available on BWA
e-news. You can also check the Albany Bird Group’s
website and Facebook page:
http://sites.google.com/site/albanybirds/Home
Excursion leaders will be:
Brad Kneebone (Ph: 9845 2233) or
Anne Bondin (Ph: 9844 1793).
Feel free to contact any us for further information.

Lake Seppings / Emu Point, 13 December 2016
Duck numbers were low at the lake but we saw quite
a variety of species including Hardheads which are
not always present. As we walked around the lake we
encountered many bushbirds including White-breasted
Robin, Red-eared Firetail and Red-winged Fairy-wren. A
juvenile Shining Bronze-cuckoo was observed receiving
food from an Inland Thornbill. At Emu Point there were
only a few shorebirds. One of the Grey Plovers still
showed some breeding plumage. We concluded the day
with our traditional Christmas lunch.
Kalgan River and estuary, 17 January 2017
Our first stop was at the mudflats of the mouth of the
Kalgan River. Even though the tide was a long way out
we found a reasonable number of shorebirds including
Bar-tailed Godwit, Great Knot, Grey Plover, Common
Greenshank and Red-necked Stint. Some of us were
lucky and saw a Terek Sandpiper. We continued to the
Kalgan River for morning tea and took a short walk along
the Luke Pen walk which offered sightings of Red-winged
Fairy-wren, Golden Whistler and Spotted Pardalote.
During a brief stop along East Bank Road we saw
Southern Emu-wren and Varied Sittella. We saw a total of
52 species.

(above) Male Hardhead and (below) female Hardhead, Lake
Vasta, East Perth. Photo by David Free

The local branch also organised a bird walk for South
Coast NRM’s Salty Summer program and participated in
World Wetlands Day organised by the City of Albany.

Coming events
South Coast Festival of Birds
During the month of March the local branch will take part
in a variety of activities and events for bird enthusiasts in
the region. For more details check the festival website:
http://www.birdfestival.greenskills.org.au/program.html
Please note that reservations are required for a number
of the events.
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CAPE TO CAPE GROUP
Program
Saturday 11 March: Half-day excursion: Contos
Meet at 8.00 am at Contos campground in LeeuwinNaturaliste National Park. The campground turnoff is
situated on the left on Conto Road, west of Lake Cave
Complex. (Look for BirdLife sign.) We shall walk from
the campground along the track to the coast. Pack your
morning tea in a backpack so we can enjoy a break at
the beach before returning to our cars.
Leader: Boyd Wykes (0439 941 753)
Program details available shortly
Friday 24 March: Workshop/Walk—Black-Cockatoos
28-29 April: Campout—Jalbarragup
Saturday 20 May: Full-day excursion: East Augusta
Meet at 8.45 am on Scott River Road, north of Governor
Broome Road (look for cars). We shall walk to Scott
River, conduct a bird survey in the East Augusta Timber
Reserve and explore the foreshore. Bring morning tea (in
backpack) and lunch.
Leader: Christine Wilder (0427 312 848)
All the excursions are for BirdLife Australia members and
the general public. For details of any of the above, please
contact Christine Wilder cwilderone@yahoo.com.au or
Boyd Wykes majyx@iinet.net.au.

Excursion reports
Meelup Regional Park, 6 November 2016
The City of Busselton and the Meelup Regional Park
Management Committee arranged a bird walk in Meelup
Regional Park on Sunday morning (6 November) led by
Christine Wilder from the Cape to Cape Bird Group. We
had 16 keen participants including two children who also
enjoyed the many bobtail lizards and several whales seen
along the way.
The 8:30 am start was perfect, with fine, still conditions
and superb scenery. We started our walk at the small
dam above Meelup Beach, spotting a few Pacific Black
Ducks, an Australasian Grebe and later a Little Pied
Cormorant drying its wings. We walked between Sail
Rock and Gannet Rock through the Threatened Ecological
Community coastal heath of Calothamnus graniticus
subsp. graniticus, a woodland of Christmas trees (Nuytsia
floribunda) and Marri/Peppermint (Corymbia calophylla,
Agonis flexuosa) Tall Forest. As we wandered along the
coastal track we heard and spotted many birds including
three honeyeater species, a Grey Fantail, White-browed
Scrubwrens and an Inland Thornbill mimicking a Shining
Bronze-Cuckoo. We had a beautiful Western Rosella
follow us along the trail and a pair of Wedge-tailed Eagles
circling high in the sky.
The granite headlands at both Meelup Beach and Gannet
Rock were covered in many Pied Cormorants and a
couple of resting juvenile Pacific Gulls. We spotted a
total of 26 species in two hours with Christine providing
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valuable information to the group on bird identification
and recognising bird calls. Thanks to Christine for
donating her time and knowledge, guiding the group
and also to Michael Sayers for assisting with locating the
birds, providing a very enjoyable morning at Meelup.
Kay Lehman, Environment Officer,
City of Busselton Meelup — Environmental
Management Officer
Stockdill Nature Reserve, 20 November 2016
As a contribution to Department of Parks and Wildlife’s
management of conservation reserves in our region, we
had a highly successful first visit to the small (40ha)
Stockdill Nature Reserve near Cosy Corner. Our 11
members and two Melbourne guests all managed to find
and safely park in the obscure entry on the eastern side
of Caves Road. From there we walked for a kilometre
along a well formed track through the varied, long
unburnt habitats of Karri lining two branches of Turner
Brook, Jarrah-Marri-Peppermint forest with dense
understorey dominated by Xanthorrhoea, and tall, sandy
dampland of paper-bark and Blackbutt.
When Peter St Clair-Baker and I checked out the site in
October we were under the impression that the access
track ran through the middle of the nature reserve,
but on consulting the map, our group realised that
land between Caves Road and the track is private. I do
hope that the owners continue to manage this superbly
vegetated block in sympathy with the nature reserve.
The total species count was 27.
A highlight of our October ‘recce’ was close observations
of Baudin’s Black-Cockatoos extracting seed from fruit
of Hakea oleifolia (Frog Hakea). Baudin’s were again
prominent for the excursion and we were also confident
from the flight calls that a group of Carnaby’s BlackCockatoo was also present.
I will certainly revisit this fascinating patch of highly
varied, long unburnt Leeuwin-Naturaliste vegetation to
undertake some systematic surveying, including some
night spotting.
If anyone else does the same, please forward your
records to me. And do take care to avoid that large Tiger
Snake we disturbed at the end of the track!
Boyd Wykes
A Class Reserve, Margaret River, 27 November
2016
On Sunday 27 November a group of 11 met at the Rain
Gardens in the A Class Reserve in the heart of Margaret
River.
The morning represented a beautiful coming together of
people from the Friends of the A Class Reserve, Friends
of Barrett Street Reserve and the Cape to Cape Bird
Group. This provided a great opportunity for everyone
to learn more about the birds of our region and, in
particular, the reserve.
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We saw a good range of bird species as we explored
the Rain Gardens and river trail sections of the reserve
through to the Apex Weir under Christine’s expert
guidance.
Evident throughout the walk was the hard work that
the Friends of the A Class Reserve, the Green Army and
local weed control contractors had undertaken towards
improving the condition of the bushland.
Drew McKenzie
Cape to Cape Catchment Group
Canal Rocks, Smiths Beach and Yallingup garden,
3 December 2016
For early summer it was unpromisingly overcast with the
threat of rain; however, ten keen birdwatchers attended.
The species total for Canal Rocks was only 11 with
unidentifiable shearwaters well off-shore and only visible
with a telescope. A large pod of dolphins was swimming
in a tight group very close to shore.
We next moved to Smiths Beach which turned up a very
creditable 24 species. Perhaps the outstanding bird was
a Singing Honeyeater, common enough in the suburbs
of Perth, but unrecorded by any of our group south
or west of Busselton (except at Ambergate Reserve).
Other interesting birds included Whimbrel and Common
Sandpiper on the rocky shore and a Bridled Tern.
Our third stop for morning tea was the foreshore in
Yallingup; however, the rain started and we beat a retreat
to our house and garden. In our garden we saw 16
species, the most unsusual of which was a Little Eagle
being harried by a Brown Goshawk and a Black-fronted
Dotterel on a nest by the front gate.
The total species count for the day was 37.
Over lunch, Boyd proposed a toast to Christine in
recognition of the tremendous work by her in organising
the Cape to Cape Bird Group and producing the
newsletter.
Jill and Roger Cornes

Council were Murray Grey, Jenny Carlie and Ioannis
Karahoutis.
First up was a presentation by Brad Kneebone on
migratory shorebird ID and international flyways,
followed by my talk on my annual Hooded Plover trek
in D’Entrecasteaux National Park over 16 years, with
information on locating these vulnerable birds, history,
remote access, threats and other bird species found
along the coast in the D’Entrecasteaux, a vast, wild and
spectacular park extending roughly from Black Point to
Broke Inlet.
Perfect weather conditions made for an exciting field
trip through old growth Karri forest, over the Yeagarup
dunes to the Warren River-mouth. Dedicated local
ranger, Tracey Robins of Department of Parks and Wildlife
(Donnelly District), led the trip and spoke about the
Fairy Tern colony at the Warren River mouth and her role
educating visitors about four wheel driving on the beach
and the impacts on wildlife.
Nola Camden, teacher from the Northcliffe District
High School, attended both days with the Years 7 to 10
students. The binoculars and telescopes I took along
were put to good use by keen students identifying and
counting birds on the beach.
Transport for the school was provided by local guide and
tour operator Graeme Dearle in the Pemberton Discovery
Tours 4WD vehicle.
Thanks to everyone for making it a successful event to
learn more about the shorebirds found along the coast.
Christine Wilder
Vasse/Broadwater, 15 January 2017
January can be an unpredictable time to conduct an
excursion to the northern wetlands of the capes. During
the first couple of weeks of the year the wetlands start
to diminish quickly with the warmer weather, and birds
disappear from lagoons overnight.

Shorebirds workshop, Northcliffe field trip,
Yeagarup Beach, 8-9 December 2016

Our group of 17, including four new members, met at
the newly created Vasse Business Park (VBP) wetlands
to conduct an initial bird count to pass on to the City of
Busselton. A track round the two lakes allows easy access
and within a few minutes we had tallied up five birds of
prey and a good number of bushbirds, though waterbirds
were not in great numbers due to the lack of water. An
excellent total of 30 species was seen in an hour. We look
forward to visiting the wetlands again when re-vegetation
has grown a little and the lakes contain more water.

The Warren Catchment Council’s Community Engagement
Officer Julian Sharp, together with Department of Parks
and Wildlife and BirdLife WA’s Shorebirds 2020 Coordinator Bruce Greatwich, recently proposed a workshop
and field trip for members of the local Manjimup,
Pemberton and Northcliffe communities to learn more
about identification, migratory habits and impacts on
shorebirds in the south-west.

A quick exit was made at 9.00 am because we had the
opportunity to travel a short distance to Nilgup Park.
Mary (known as ‘Mac’) and Cyril Craigie invited our
group to join them for the remainder of the morning at
their impressive property on the Broadwater system of
wetlands, a real privilege, as access is restricted, with
housing and development along much of the northern
boundary and, understandably, few public viewing areas.

Several of us finally managed our timetables to get
together for the workshop at the Northcliffe CRC followed
by a field trip to Yeagarup, well organised by Julian
Sharp. Other members involved from Warren Catchment

Our group met up with Cyril and Mac for morning tea on
the southern side under shady trees by the creek, where
we were joined by neighbours and friends from as far
away as Australind. Mac spoke about the history, water

Many thanks to Jill and Roger for welcoming us into their
home and garden for a beautiful lunch, after an exciting
morning’s birding. What a great way to end our birding
year.
Christine Wilder
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levels, 1080 and recalled fascinating stories of Masked
Owl, Southern Boobook and Laughing Kookaburras.
We then drove a short distance in a small 4WD convoy to
the melaleuca thickets to see swans’ nests, high and dry
after the breeding season, but not often seen in a unique
setting such as this. Birders had only to take a few steps
out of the melaleucas for a magnificent view of thousands
of birds feeding and roosting on the bars in the wetlands
stretching away into the shimmering distance. We
counted at least 60 White-faced Herons feeding in one
small bay close by and there were hundreds of ducks
(mainly Grey Teal), tempting us to start counting, but
unfortunately our time was limited on this visit so this
was not possible.

Returning to our cars, we then crossed the causeway to
a lagoon on the northern side where only a small number
of birds remained as the water was shallow and warming
up. On our way out, our convoy carefully avoided a wellconcealed active Rainbow Bee-eater burrow on the sandy
track.
33 species were seen on this visit to this special area, a
fraction of more than 130 species recorded over more
than 40 years. The combined total bird species from VBP
and Nilgup was 45.
Thanks to Mac and Cyril for taking the time to organise
such an enjoyable and informative morning for us.
Christine Wilder

MYALUP GROUP
Excursion report

Lunch at the Millhouse Restaurant concluded the outing.

Dwellingup, 19 November 2016

Many thanks to Gordon and Rose for their hospitality and
friendship.

The group set off on their much awaited trip from the car
park of the Harvey visitor’s centre and had the pleasure
of welcoming Keren and Emma on their first birding
outing, which it is hoped will not be their last.
Although the group was small, enthusiasm and
enjoyment were in abundance. Their Dwellingup guide,
Gordon Haggett, took the group to a friend’s house on
a large property where there were many birds. After
observing the birds around them, the group drove to the
home of Gordon and his wife Rose, where many more
birds were seen and added to the list.

Christmas lunch, 11 December 2016
A group of 17 gathered at the Lemongrass Café for
Christmas lunch. The group included Sherry and Tony
from Roleystone, who we met in Quinninup and we
appreciated them travelling down to join us.
A good time was had by all and the food was wonderful,
although very few birds were observed.
Errol Harwood, Convenor
Ph. 9720 2963 Email jkbs@iinet.net.au.

PEEL-MANDURAH GROUP
Future excursions will be held on the fourth Friday of the
month:
28 April, 26 May, 23 June, 28 July
For further information, please contact Bob Paterson
peelbirds1@tpg.com.au or phone 0400 664 453.

The group at Penguin Island, 25 November 2016. This photo
was taken by Tom Bearss, President of The Delta Naturalists
Society in Vancouver BC Canada. He has relatives in Madora
Bay and visits every couple of years and joined us for our visit
to Penguin Island.
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MANNING LAKE, 18 AUGUST 2016
Inclement weather, with widespread heavy showers failed
to deter six keen birders from attending our morning
walk. We were rewarded with a total of 41 species and an
extended period of fine weather.
The highlight of the walk must be the excellent views
we all had of Red-capped Parrots posing in sunshine for
the photographers amongst us. You didn’t have to be a
photographer to enjoy the stunning views of one of our
endemic birds.
White-cheeked Honeyeaters were very much in evidence
as we ascended the steps to the lookout on the west side
of the park.
It was a very pleasant walk so thank you to those who
participated.
Dave Crossley

STAR SWAMP, 15 SEPTEMBER 2016
Perfect spring weather, no wind and an early start with
the group consisting of nine members and three visitors.
A pair of Tawny Frogmouths had been observed by the
leader several days prior to the excursion, but on the
day one was missing, although the Texan couple and the
Canadian from Victoria were quite thrilled for their first
sighting of this species, and some others.
A cuckoo called intermittently near the swamp, but was
not sighted so was not included in the count. A pair
of Brown Goshawk circling quite high was of interest.
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos came in small flocks heading
south, which must have been a flight path for them.

observation platform off Moore Street were Great Egret,
Australian Pelican, Yellow-billed Spoonbill, Straw-necked
Ibis and Australian White Ibis.
We then walked south from the Broome Street Primary
School along the banksia woodland trail to the viewing
point on the east side of the lake. Then back for the
bird-call and morning tea. Three cuckoo species—
Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo, Shining Bronze-Cuckoo,
Fan-tailed Cuckoo—were highlights here, along with two
Australasian Darters overhead.
Most of us then went to see the privately owned Stirling
Road Swamp, viewed from the roadside opposite the
Armadale golf course. Twenty species were seen here.
The highlights were 14 Glossy Ibis, six Australian Pelicans
and two White-necked Herons. And, as always, a few
Yellow-throated Miners at the golf course entrance.
The combined total for both areas was 55 species, with
14 being waterbirds and three raptors.
David James

THOMSON’S LAKE, Cockburn,
6 November 2016
A happy group of 18 members attended this excursion
and between us we enjoyed 48 bird species. The water
level was higher than it had been for many years and this
resulted in a lack of waders and visible crakes and rails.
Highlights were a pair of Wedge-tailed Eagle, a nesting
Tawny Frogmouth, a Pallid Cuckoo and good views of a
Shining Bronze-cuckoo. At least five species were noticed
as breeding or had bred. These were Black Swan, Tawny
Frogmouth, Rainbow Lorikeet, Striated Pardalote and Tree
Martin.
Robyn Pickering

On returning to the car park,
we checked out a display of
Donkey Orchids with about 12
blooms. This is now becoming
a rarity in the area.

Pelican Point,
10 November
2016

Morning tea, and we recorded
25 species for the morning
which is par for the course for
Star Swamp.
Michael J Hancock

Forrestdale
Lake, 9 October
2016

Australian Shelducks with chicks, Pelican Point (see also
p51). Photo by Alan Watson

Seventeen people came along to our annual Forrestdale
Lake ramble. There was much more water this year than
at last year’s visit. No waders were seen but there were
plenty of Black Swans and cygnets that dominated the
lake’s surface. Other notable sightings seen from the
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A group of 18 birdwatchers
met at Pelican Point on a
sunny and calm morning. The
lagoon produced four individual
egrets—one Little Egret and
three Great Egrets. One Great
Egret was in fine breeding
bill colour and had luxuriant
plumes.

In addition there were good
views of Common Greenshank,
Red-necked Avocet, Black-winged Stilt (including young),
Common Sandpiper and Red-capped Plover.
Three duck species were present—Australian Shelduck
(with young), Pacific Black Duck (with young) and Grey
Teal. There were also large numbers of Black Swans.
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There were Fairy Terns on the river beach and in the
air, and a solitary Crested Tern. The only raptor was an
Osprey, sighted during morning tea and the bird count.
During the walk, one participant thought that he might
have heard a Mistletoebird, but was uncertain. In fact, he
was later proved correct as, after most of the participants
had departed, a male Mistletoebird appeared on a gum
tree in the car park.
Our total for an enjoyable morning’s birdwatching was 40
species.

Lake was effectively only a dry lake bed filled with reeds
and rubbish, totally inaccurate and misleading.
Although we had not added to the 159 birds seen in
total at North Lake that did not matter as the excursion
confirmed that North Lake is still a wonderful natural
reserve and continues to support a diverse range of water
and bushbird species. Thank you for all the members who
attended this excursion.
Wynton Maddeford

Charles Merriam

North Lake, 13 November 2016
A record total of 26 members commenced the walk. The
lake appeared to be holding a significant amount of water
when compared with last year and it did not take long
for the bird list to gather some momentum. Some of the
early highlights included an actively feeding Glossy Ibis
and a Great Egret.
Not long into the walk, a nest with two well developed
White-faced Herons was seen and we took ample time
to observe the nestlings as for most of us this was not a
common observation.
We moved into the south-east bushland area and
recorded a number of bushbirds including Splendid Fairywren, Silvereye, Grey Fantail, Weebill, Yellow-rumped
Thornbill and Striated Pardalote. In addition, in this area
was a singing male White-winged Triller and a singing
Grey Shrike-thrush. The shrike-thrush has been in
residence for many years in this area.
However, upstaging these birds was a Sacred Kingfisher
pair. The kingfishers appeared to be breeding as at least
one bird was seen to enter a hole in a tree trunk. This
was an exciting event as the kingfishers have not bred at
the lake for a long time.
We noticed a Rainbow Bee-eater pair and then located
their active nesting tunnel in a sandy patch. For a few
members this was memorable as they had not seen a
nesting tunnel and had not had very good views before of
these magnificent birds.
We arrived at a smaller lake at the north-east part of the
reserve, hoping to see some Freckled Ducks, but they
were not there. This did not really matter as this lake, in
its isolated location, is very scenic and restful and we all
enjoyed the natural beauty and tranquillity of this lake.
We arrived back at the car park at around 1025 and
had managed to add birds such as the Red-tailed BlackCockatoo, Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo, Swamp Harrier,
Whistling Kite and Brown Goshawk to our expanding list.
The bird count revealed a North Lake excursion record of
63 species, an increase of three that we recorded in the
previous two years. iIt was pleasing to see the lake still
supporting a diverse number of bird species. It made the
previous year’s claim by a Roe Highway supporter, who
had written to The West Australian claiming that North
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Lake McLarty, 27 November
2016
Twenty members journeyed to Lake McLarty on a warm
summer’s day to be greeted by high water levels, a high
expectation of flies, mosquitoes and midges and a low
expectation of shorebirds.
We soon flushed eight pale coloured waders and
speculation started as to what they could be. They
descended much further down the lake and the tension
rose as the habitat and bird markings suggested they
could be Long-toed Stints. Due to incredible patience
from our leader, Sue Abbotts, the group eventually had
good sightings of these rarely seen birds. We were later
entertained by the spectacle of all three ibis species
taking flight in the same group and by four Emus heading
north and a family of five heading south. Included among
the birds seen on the east side of the lake were Whitefronted Chat, White-bellied Sea-Eagle, Whistling Kite,
Stubble Quail, Little Grassbird, Red-capped and Regent
Parrots.
We then headed to the tank on the west side of the lake
and added Osprey (with obligatory large nest), Nankeen
Kestrel and Brown Goshawk to the list of 54 species
sighted.
John McMullan

CARINE SWAMP, 3 DECEMBER 2016
A large group of members and visitors assembled early
on a pleasant, cool Saturday morning. After good winter
rain the swamp and lake had high water levels.
A good variety of waterbirds were present and many
of the waterbirds had young—Eurasian Coot, Dusky
Moorhen, Hardhead, Blue-billed, Pink-eared and Pacific
Black Ducks. We were fortunate to have good views of
three raptors, with Swamp Harrier as well as a young
Brown Goshawk and Australian Hobby flying over during
morning tea.
It was great to see some of the smaller bushbirds
including several parties of Yellow-rumped Thornbills and
Silvereyes.
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While 54 species were seen overall, it was noted by
several local members that there were fewer species than
would have been seen several decades ago.
Thanks go to Clive Nealon for leading an excellent walk
and for sharing some of his extensive knowledge of the
area.
Andrew and Jill Hobbs

PONY CLUB WALK, HERDSMANS
LAKE, 10 DECEMBER 2016

In all, 43 bird species were sighted over the full walk
which included three raptors—Brown Goshawk, Australian
Hobby and Osprey. The highlight for me was the multiple
close encounters with a Common Sandpiper which
conveniently moved from the opposite side of the river
to just in front of an observation rotunda and then rested
on a nearby moored house boat. I loved that distinctive
bobbing tail and everyone had a great view. Four Redtailed Black-Cockatoos playing in the park’s eucalyptus
trees rounded off a delightful 2.5 hour walk. Many thanks
John and Ruth for a great morning! (see photo, p55)
Lorraine Marshall

Twenty-eight members of BirdLife and five visitors
recorded a total of 58 bird species which were not always
seen by the whole group as we were very spread out.

Canning River Regional Park,
1 JANUARY 2017

All three ibis and grebe species were seen with good
views of all the ducks, except for the Australasian
Shovelers and the more unusual ducks. Australian White
Ibis were breeding in the Typha round the lakes and were
seen constantly. Fewer than usual Nankeen Night Herons
were seen.

We assume at least 27 people didn’t stay up to see the
New Year in because they met us, bright-eyed and ready
to go, on 1 January. The group included a couple of
visitors, one a BirdLife member from NSW.

We were expecting to see several
Rainbow Bee-eaters at the large
sand mound. Indeed, there were
several holes in the sand bank, but
we did not even hear bee-eaters
which was disappointing. They are
not nearly so plentiful in the area
as they once were.
Bushbirds were fairly scarce and
mainly seen in the area near the
Settler’s Cottage. White-winged
Triller was seen and Western
Gerygone, Yellow-rumped Thornbill
and Rufous Whistler.

The usual circuit was walked, with
half the group going clockwise, the
other half anti-clockwise. As usual,
some visited Wilson Lagoon after
morning tea, and others walked
back to the little rail bridge to look
for crakes and rails as the water
level was very low.
A total of 54 species was recorded,
with the highlights being Crested
Tern diving repeatedly—and
successfully—just below the weir.

Six species were recorded as
Crested Tern, Canning River (see also p2). Photo breeding, including grebes with
young chicks and well-developed
by Ian Wallace
Australasian Darter young. A
We had four raptor species, with
number of Sacred Kingfishers
many good views of the Swamp
were seen. The Mistletoebird was elusive but Splendid
Harrier, and a brief glimpse of the Nankeen Kestrel. The
Fairy-wren and a Fan-tailed Cuckoo were a bonus for
Whistling Kite was more vocal than seen. An Australian
one group. Two snakes were seen close to the track—a
Hobby did not hang around, either.
reminder that these are always possible on this walk.
Claire Gerrish
Pam Agar

Clarkson Reserve, Maylands,
15 December 2016
A bright, sunny day with a steady easterly breeze greeted
23 BirdLife members and three visitors at Clarkson
Reserve. John Luyer, our leader, outlined the various
habitats and features of this interesting and varied
peninsular. The samphire flats were in peak condition
with extensive well-watered drains. Unfortunately, too
many hiding spots for the crakes and rails this time but
the one Little Grassbird called throughout.
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Nambeelup, 8 January
With our maximum of 20 people we went into the
Nambeelup settling ponds, which is interesting in itself
because of the excellent waste management from
the piggery and compost manufacturing. The pond
regularly hosts an interesting suite of shorebirds but
not on this occasion. The water levels didn’t provide the
habitat required though there were good views of Wood
Sandpiper, Red-necked Stint, Black-winged Stilt and Redcapped Plover.
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Australasian Grebe, Buffbanded Rail, Dusky Moorhen
and Eurasian Coot were all
noted as breeding. Three
shorebird species were seen,
Black-winged Stilt, Common
Sandpiper and Common
Greenshank but raptors
were scarce with the only
representative being Osprey.

However, the bushbirds
saved the day with Whitefronted Chat, Red-tailed
Black-Cockatoos trimming
the eucalypts near the gate,
Sacred Kingfisher and European
Goldfinch. A total of 41 birds
were seen on the day.
Thanks to Bob Paterson and Bill
Russell for assisting with access
and their expertise.
Sue Abbotts

Baigup Wetland,
BAYSWATER, 12
JanUARY

In the bush areas flocks of Tree
Martins were gathering in the
higher trees and lower down
we had four Sacred Kingfishers
lined up on one branch.
Wood Sandpiper, Nambeelup. Photo by John McMullan
Mistletoebird was seen and
indeed this is probably one of
the most reliable places in Perth to see this species.

Eighteen members and four visitors took advantage of
a cool and partly cloudy morning to enjoy an interesting
variety of both bush and waterbirds with some great
photo opportunities. A Yellow-billed Spoonbill and a
Nankeen Night Heron posed most obligingly. All the
other usual waterbirds were present including Black
Swan, Australian Pelican, Little Pied Cormorant, Little
Black Cormorant, Great Cormorant, White-faced Heron,
Great Egret and Australasian Darter. Breeding evidence
for Black Swan, Australasian Grebe, Dusky Moorhen and
Eurasian Coot was noted.
Bushbirds were plentiful, too. Variegated and Splendid
Fairy-wrens were both recorded. A Brown Goshawk,
sitting at fairly close range, was seen by most. Other
raptors included an Australian Hobby and a Little Eagle.
Neither Osprey nor rails were seen on this occasion.
The highlight for many was the return of the Mistletoebird
(see photo, p3). The Rainbow Bee-eaters were still
present and carrying food. This is despite the earthworks
around previously used nesting burrows to the north,
where housing developments continue. The hard work,
weeding and replanting of the area and efforts to restore
the site and make it an ongoing and viable bird habitat, is
a credit to Baigup Wetlands Interest Group. http://www.
bushlandperth.org.au/member-groups/3-north-of-theriver/205-baigup-wetland-interest-group
Thanks to Penny Lee and Richard Curtis and all the other
knowledgeable birdwatchers for making this a most
enjoyable morning. As the group was packing up a single
Magpie-lark was seen, bringing the total birds seen to 50.
Shelley Altman

WATERFORD FORESHORE AND
SALTER POINT, 15 JANUARY
Eighteen members and four visitors recorded a good
mix of bushbirds and waterbirds. Pacific Black Duck,
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A total of 59 species was recorded, not unusual for here
which shows what a good birding spot this is. Many
thanks must go to Lorraine and Richard for organising
this excursion; everyone had a great time and were
happy to settle down for a cuppa under a shady tree as
the heat and humidity built up towards the end.
Peter White

Quaalup Campout, 26–29
JANUARY
What an incredible place. As we entered the Fitzgerald
River National Park the change in vegetation was
obvious and impressive. Flowers were prolific, and the
unique forms of dryandra, hakea and everything else
made up a whole new world. Quaalup is a fairly basic
campground located in a magical spot. Birds abounded.
We had over 40 species on the first day just around our
campsite. Around 30 participants spent the next few days
experiencing one birding delight after another.
Purple-crowned Lorikeets were in abundance. Southern
Scrub-robin was present in the campground. The list of
desirable birds we encountered on our forays each day
continued to mount. Southern Emu-wren, Hooded Plover,
Western Whipbird, Blue-breasted Fairy-wren, the list
went on and on. A small pine plantation nearby, although
incongruous, attracted a very large and noisy flock of
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos. 110 species in all.
The leader, Peter Taylor, knew his stuff and led us to
a variety of bush, estuary and coastal sites to extract
sightings of every bird available.
This place is well worth visiting, I highly recommend it,
as much for the flora as for the fauna. May to October
is said to offer excellent whale-watching as well. One
caveat—bring soap that will lather in hard water. (see
photos, pp25,53,55)
Maris Lauva
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South Yunderup,
Mandurah,
29 January
Seven members and one
Taiwanese visitor attended the
South Yunderup excursion. We
walked south along the Peel
Inlet looking for shorebirds and
saw 38 species. Highlights were
Red Knot, Curlew Sandpiper
and Greater Sand Plover. We
were interested to watch a
large flock of Little Egrets, a
Common Greenshank and Blackwinged Stilts feeding rapidly in a
compact group.

Curlew Sandpiper, South Yunderup, Mandurah. Photo by Alan Watson

After lunch half the group drove
to Nairns to view the waders
from the edge of the car park.
We added another four species:
Australian White Ibis, Bartailed Godwit, Australian Pied
Oystercatcher and Grey Plover.
The total count was 42 bird
species.
Robyn Pickering

White Torque Pty Ltd

Gavin White
MRB5813

Ph: 0448 975 586
For servicing and repairs to all
makes of vehicles
Specialising in air conditioners,
servicing and repairs
Free collection and delivery
service offered.
Oriental Pratincole, Wilson’s Inlet. Photo by Alex Morrison
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BROOME BIRD OBSERVATORY
After suffering from incredibly dry conditions
for the past two years, a wet season has
finally arrived in Broome. The total rainfall for
December 2016 and January 2017 has already
exceeded 600 mm, resulting in local flooding.
An abundance of insect-chasing dragonflies
have emerged, as have the generally dormant
burrowing frogs.
As lakes formed on Roebuck Plains, some creatures
reacted more quickly than the mosquitoes, namely
the Mangrove Crabs (Neosarmatium australiense).
Immediately after the heavy rain around Christmas
(over 260 mm in a day) they started to migrate from the
grassland plains to saltwater habitats of Roebuck Bay,
where they spent most of the time around their hobbitlike homes built in mud around the bases of mangroves.
Some of the large females were found to be gravid
(carrying eggs). Usually we would see lots of these holes
during our mangrove tours, but not until recently did we
see their hosts make their first appearance for the past
two years.
While the crabs are busy breeding, a few hundred metres
away, the migratory shorebirds are spending their nonbreeding time fuelling up on the mudflats. During the
shorebird counts in November, we counted about 140 000
shorebirds in Roebuck Bay at their high tide roosting
beaches. About 40 000 of them occurred along the
northern shores of the bay, where the BBO is located,
while the rest of them were at Bush Point, and Simpsons
Beach in Broome.
Bush Point is located at the southern tip of Roebuck
Bay, and is considered one of the largest individual
roosting sites for shorebirds in the world. There is no
public vehicle access, but three times a year researchers
are allowed to undertake shorebird counts here, also
allowing a rare opportunity to find rare shorebirds! The
90 000 strong roosting flock was bound to hold some
goodies, and we weren’t let down. The stand-out find
was a Grey Phalarope, just the second record for WA,
spotted by Danny Rogers during the December count as
it swam and fed around a flock of Greater Sand Plovers.
Unfortunately, the other counters on the beach couldn’t
get to the phalarope in time, and hopes vanished as the
tide receded quickly. However, the two-and-a-half-yearold Eurasian Curlew, which was first seen in February
2015, was seen here in both November and December
by several counters. It
will be interesting to see
if it is mature enough to
migrate northwards in the
coming breeding season.
Also noteworthy was a very
large count of 190 Asian
Dowitchers!
Being January, some of the
shorebirds have begun to
moult into their breeding
plumage. We will soon host
the Northwest Australia
Wader and Tern banding

expedition in February, led by the AWSG.
Participants of the expedition will be fortunate
to see hundreds of thousands of shorebirds
as they continue their transition into breeding
plumage. The northward migration is not far
away (March and April), and the tight yearround schedule of migratory shorebirds always
reminds me how time flies, with no time to
waste worrying about the small things!

Sightings
We are only half-way through the wet season, but two, or
possibly three, new species for the Broome region have
already appeared! Apart from the Grey Phalarope (#326
for the Broome list), a pair of Gouldian Finch (#327), first
found by local George Swann on the edge of Dampier
Creek on 30 December, was indeed a very good close to
2016. The pair stayed put for about a week, and then
disappeared as a tropical low was in-bound for Broome. A
visiting birder may have added #328 to the all-time list,
as on 27 January near Town Beach in Broome, a possible
Himalayan Swiftlet was photographed as it foraged in
front of a close approaching downpour during the passing
of a tropical low.
The very faithful Semipalmated Plover returned to the
sewage ponds and Demco Beach for its 8th consecutive
year. A Bridled Tern was seen on New Year’s Day at the
port. Barn Swallows are becoming more common as they
soar around the mangroves. And last but not least, three
White-browed Crakes were seen and heard at a wetland
north of Broome on 29 January—an infrequent visitor to
the region.
Emilia Lai
BBO Assistant Warden

Raptor, Tern and Shorebird workshop
(8th-10th July 2017)
Essentially a condensed version of our five-day courses,
this workshop will give you confidence in identifying some
of Australia’s most difficult bird groups. It will be led by
Dr Stephen Debus, an expert on Australia’s birds of prey,
as well as BBO staff, and will comprise presentations at
the BBO, as well as in-the-field learning. With Broome
being home to almost all of
Australia’s raptor, tern and
shorebird species this is an
opportunity not to be missed!
The booking will be closed by
31/03/2017.
For more information or to
book, please refer to our
website
http://www.
broomebirdobservatory.com/
courses/

Bridled Tern, Penguin Island. Photo by Ian Wallace
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Observatory reports
EYRE BIRD OBSERVATORY
One of our first amazing sightings at Eyre was on
a trip to Twilight Cove at the end of October 2016
when we observed Emus and chicks on the beach.
It was a lovely introduction to our three-month
stay.
November was busy with a dune restoration group
and an Introduction to Field Techniques course.
The weather was warm and dry with many New Holland
Honeyeaters, Silvereyes, Singing Honeyeaters and
Brown Honeyeaters frequently using the birdbaths. Brush
Bronzewings, Grey Currawongs and Australian Ravens
were also in regular attendance. The Major Mitchell’s
Cockatoos came in regularly first thing in the morning
and again in the afternoon, cooperating beautifully as
keen photographers clicked away. These birds have
remained regulars with more recent additions of Whiteeared Honeyeaters and Brown-headed Honeyeaters. We
have also been captivated by the Grey Shrike-thrush
bathing and a small group of Blue-breasted Fairy-wrens
who have recently appeared at the birdbath.
Also during November, we were able to watch a Collared
Sparrowhawk on a number of occasions while it drank
and bathed from several of the birdbaths around the
observatory. There was also a pair of Nankeen Kestrels
seen regularly between the observatory and the beach.
Brown Falcons were sighted above and below the scarp,
including near the observatory, while up to four Wedgetailed Eagles have been seen close to the scarp and on
the tablelands.
On the beach in November, in addition to regular
sightings of Red-necked Stint, Sanderling, Red-capped
Plover, Ruddy Turnstone, Australian Pied Oystercatcher,
Australian Pelican and Pied Cormorant, we saw the
Common Greenshank on three occasions, Lesser Sand
Plover once and had a single sighting of Grey Plover.
We noted a number of fledged/immature birds, indicating
local breeding had been occurring; this included Emu,
Welcome Swallow, Major Mitchell’s Cockatoo, Rainbow
Bee-eater, Dusky Woodswallow, Australian Raven, Redcapped Plover, Australian Pied Oystercatcher, Grey
Currawong and Brush Bronzewing.
As a consequence of a thunderstorm and lightning
strikes on 3 December several bushfires were started
in Nuytsland Nature Reserve. The focus of our activities
changed somewhat as we experienced the first bushfire
to ever threaten the observatory. As most of October and
all of November had been relatively dry the reserve was
vulnerable once the fire started. In the end the fire burnt
over 55 000ha and had a final perimeter of over 140 km.
The fire came to within 1.4 km of the observatory on
12 December and we were evacuated by helicopter.
Fortunately, the whole area received a heavy downpour
on the night of the 12th and this substantially quelled the
fire, but not completely. Flare ups around the perimeter
were still being seen up until the 23rd but none were close
to the observatory. (see photos, pp2,17,55)
The observatory and immediate surrounds were not
affected and it is difficult for us to see any real change
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in the fauna around the observatory that could be
attributed to the fire. Bird, kangaroo and snake
numbers seem the same (within our limited
experience). We still have a feral sheep wandering
around in the bush and a rabbit still comes for its
regular morning or evening drink.
The observatory was closed to guests as a consequence
of the fire and our time has been redirected to
undertaking additional bird surveys in unburnt and
burnt areas. Where there was wind to push the fire the
devastation was complete and there is no avifauna, or
anything else, to be seen. When there was little or no
wind the fire became almost lethargic and left behind
areas of unburnt bush. This ranges from a single bush/
tree up to patches of several hectares and the birds seen
during the surveys have generally been close to or using
the unburnt sections.
The fire allowed us to spot our first Malleefowl 6 km north
of the observatory. As a result of the fire the visibility
has increased with the decrease in cover. The Malleefowl
was seen in burnt country immediately after the fire
had passed; it likely survived by remaining in a patch of
unburnt bush not far from where it was sighted. Hopefully
this individual bird still has enough habitat left to survive
the immediate future until the bush regenerates. Within
the burnt county the call of the Grey Currawong is often
heard and also the Grey Butcherbird but less often. In
addition we have seen White-browed Scrubwren, Weebill,
Rainbow Bee-eater, Chestnut Quail-thrush and Yellow
Robin. The robin was seen in a substantially, but not
completely burnt area, just below the scarp. Sighting the
Chestnut Quail Thrush was a first for us and we were able
to watch it forage on the ground for several minutes.
Although the observatory and its local populations seem
unaffected, we found the sad evidence of destruction on
our first beach excursion after the fires. Approximately
80 dead bushbirds had been washed up on the beach.
This included Malleefowl, Australian Raven, Collared
Sparrowhawk, Tawny Frogmouth, a parrot, Grey
Currawong, many honeyeaters and other passerine
bushbirds. We surmise they attempted to flee the fire and
were carried/blown out to sea, maybe in the dark and
perished. The dead birds were then washed up and found
at the high tide mark along the beach. It is likely many,
many hundreds of birds died in this way all along the
beach from the observatory to Twilight Cove.
On a positive note we observed the first mallees shooting
from their lignotubers and also some grasses germinating
in the middle of January, barely a month after the fire
had passed through. As January has progressed the
reshooting mallee is becoming more noticeable in all
areas and it seems the black scarring in the landscape
will soften relatively quickly. Further good rains were
received in January and we are just starting to see other
plants germinating as well.
The almost world famous Crystal Ponds at Cocklebiddy
were not overly productive for us. We saw a Whiskered
Tern early in November and a pair of Hardhead in late
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January. While we visit Crystals Ponds
specifically to look for waterbirds, we
also found Crested Pigeon, Galah,
Willy Wagtail, Welcome Swallow, Tree
Martin and Australasian Pipit on several
occasions.
Some birds visiting the observatory
looked out of place, well, at least to
us. This included an Australian White
Ibis, a White-faced Heron and a Blackwinged Stilt that all made short visits
to the observatory at some stage
during our stay.
Philip and Judy Brace

Dune restoration course, Eyre. Photo by Philip and Judy Brace

Coming events
Important note re campouts
Members anticipating attending campouts must notify the BirdLife WA Office (9383 7749) of the number in their party and when
they will arrive.
If you are unsure, put your name down as you can always cancel.
An emergency contact number should also be provided in case of accident.

New members
Please let the leaders know that you are a new member and don’t hesitate to ask for assistance with bird sightings.

Saturday 11 March: Garvey Park,
Ascot
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park, next
to the rowing club, at the western
end of Fauntleroy Avenue, off Great
Eastern Highway. This area has a good
variety of waterbirds and bushbirds.
Species recorded here have included
Buff-banded Rail, Spotless Crake and
Mistletoebird.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Clive Nealon

Sunday 12 March: Bibra Lake,
Cockburn
Photogroup activity
Meet at 6:30 am in the first car park
at the northern end of the lake off
Progress Drive. Bibra Lake is a part of
the Beeliar Wetlands chain and a large
number of bushbirds and waterbirds
can be seen here. With the lake drying

we expect to see some migratory
waders, egrets, spoonbills, ibis, crakes
and rails. Bring water, hats, suitable
footwear, plastic groundsheet to sit/lie
upon etc.

Honeyeaters. We will also look for
waders along the Point Walter Beach.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Sue Abbotts

For members and guests only.
Leader: Sandra Wallace

Tuesday, 14 March: Albany Branch
excursion
See the branch’s report (page 38) for
more details.

Thursday 16 March: Blackwall
Reach, Bicton
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the junction of Kent
Street and Blackwall Reach Parade. A
pleasant walk along the Swan River
along a bush track which is noted
for its population of White-cheeked
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Sunday 19 March: Bibra Lake,
Cockburn
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the first car park
at the northern end of the lake off
Progress Drive. Bibra Lake is a part of
the Beeliar Wetlands chain and a large
number of bushbirds and waterbirds
can be seen here.
We will walk around the lake which
takes 3-4 hours. Over 130 bird species
have been recorded in this reserve.
Bring water, hats, suitable footwear,
etc.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Alan Watson
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The walk includes big river
redgums, waterbirds along
the river, and the walk to the
swamp mentioned above.

Sunday 9 April: Great Cocky Count

For members and the general
public.

Tuesday 11 April: Albany Branch
excursion

Leader: Peter White

See the branch’s report (page 38) for
more details.

Thursday 6 April: Tomato
Lake, Kewdale
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am near the
small tearooms at Tomato
Lake off Oats Street,
Kewdale. Travelling south
along Orrong Road turn left
into Oats Street and about
800 m on the right there is a driveway
into the parking area. Bring morning
tea.

Comparison between Ruddy Turnstone and Terek
Sandpiper, Woodman Point. Photo by Alan Watson

Friday 24 March: Cape to Cape
Branch workshop/walk—BlackCockatoos
See the branch’s report (page 39) for
more details.

For members and the general public.
Leader: Ian Wallace

Sunday 26 March: Herdsman Lake,
Stirling
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the Maurice Hamer
car park. Turn off Pearson Street into
Falcon Avenue, then right into Lakeside
Road. The car park is on the left,
opposite Heron Place. This is one of the
waterbird refuges which never dry up
and 140 species have been recorded
here. Bring your telescope if you have
one.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Claire Gerrish

Monday 27 March: Bold Park Eco
Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Simon Nevill, a BirdLife member, will
give a talk on rare and uncommon birds
of WA and their habitat.

Sunday 2 April: Ray Marshall Park,
Viveash
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park of Ray
Marshall Park. Go to the end of First
Avenue, Woodbridge, off Great Eastern
Highway, just east of Governor Stirling
Senior High School. We will take a
morning walk along the John George
Trail that runs beside the Swan River.
On the return walk, we will divert to
a swampy area 250 m off the track,
and this will usually add up to six extra
species to the list.
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Saturday 8 April: Woodman Point,
Cockburn
Jaeger watch
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park at
Woodman Point on Jervoise Bay. Turn
right off Cockburn Road, into O’Kane
Court, then left into Jervoise Bay Cove,
and almost immediately right into
Woodman Point Road. Drive to the end
of the road and take the last left to the
car park.
This excursion has been timed to
coincide with the northward jaeger
migration. We will look for the three
jaeger species and other birds at the
spit. We will spend 2-3 hours sea
watching on Woodman Point. Bring
your telescope if you have one.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Martin Cake

Sunday 9 April: Yanchep National
Park
Photogroup activity
Meet at 8:30 am at the first car park on
the left on the green next to the lake,
inside the park. Entry is $12 per vehicle
or $6 per vehicle for concessions. There
should be a variety of bushbirds and
waterbirds. Yanchep National Park is
part of the Northern Swan Coastal Plain
IBA for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Andrew Hobbs

See Notices page 34 for details.

Friday 14 April to Monday 17 April:
Easter campout, Carnarvon
Carnarvon is an interesting area to go
birdwatching as it is on the boundary
of both northern and southern bird
distributions. It also has a wide variety
of habitats including mangroves and
mudflats, beaches, coastal plain, bush
thickets, grasslands, samphire flats,
claypans and the Gascoyne River.
This campout will be based at the
Outback Oasis Caravan Park, 49 Wise
Street, Carnarvon and has a full range
of accommodation options. A special
rate has been negotiated—a powered
site for four nights for two people costs
$100. Please contact them on 9941
1439 to book your site or chalet and
mention you are with BWA.
Numbers will be limited to 25 people so
please register with the BirdLife office
on 9383 7749.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Sue Abbotts

Friday 14 April to Monday 17 April:
Easter campout, Cave Hill campout,
Shire of Coolgardie
Cave Hill is situated about 90 km south
of Coolgardie and within the Great
Western Woodlands.
The campout will commence with
a briefing in the Boondi Rock
Campground on Thursday 13 April at
6:00 pm. The campground is a free
campground situated on the north side
of Great Eastern Highway 105 km east
of Southern Cross and 81 km west of
Coolgardie within the Boorabin National
Park.
On Friday we travel south on the Burra
Rock Road to Cave Hill where we will
set up camp.
This is a remote area with no facilities.
Everyone will need to be completely
self sufficient for the entire weekend for
food, water and fuel. The road to the
campsite is unsealed but is maintained
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by the shire and should be suitable for
2WD. However, during the weekend
we will be driving on some tracks and
those in 2WD vehicles may need to ride
in other vehicles.
We will be undertaking some surveys
for the Great Western Woodlands but
the majority of the time will be spent
exploring the surrounding areas. The
campout will finish on Monday in
sufficient time to allow participants to
return to Perth that day.
Numbers will be limited to 23 so please
register with the BirdLife office (9383
7749). Updated information will be sent
to participants closer to the time.
Members and guests only.
Leaders: Andrew and Jill Hobbs

Sunday 16 April: Lake Coogee,
Munster
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in Fawcett Road, 100
m from Mayor Road. Nearly 100 species
of birds have been seen on and around
the lake, including nine raptors. It is a
large lake and has a path right around
it so some people may wish to do the
full circuit.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Frank O’Connor

Saturday 22 to Tuesday 25 April:
Anzac Day campout, Hamelin
Station
Hamelin Station is owned and run by
Bush Heritage Australia and is located
on the shores of Shark Bay near the
stromatolites. The station is 725 km
north of Perth. Travel on North West
Coast Highway to the Overlander
Roadhouse and fuel your vehicle. Turn
west into Shark Bay Road and travel
for 28 km before turning right into the
station.
The station has newly renovated
shearer’s quarters with a large modern
kitchen. There is a camping area which
has toilets and hot showers and a BBQ
area. Camping cost $14 per person per
night.
There is the whole of Shark Bay
Heritage Area to explore and also the
station itself for the unique dry country
birds of the area.
Book your own accommodation at
Hamelin Station on 9948 5145. If you
want accommodation in the shearer’s
quarters—book early! The station

is closed until 20 March, so leave a
message and mention you are with
BirdLife WA.
Numbers will be limited to 25 people
so please call the BirdLife WA office on
9383 7749 to put your name on the
list.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Sue Abbotts

Sunday 23 April: Ellis Brook,
Gosnells
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am at the corner of
Gosnells Road and Bygum Lane, Martin.
We will walk up the steep path to the
top of the falls which provides great
views of the Swan Coastal Plain. It
is a popular area where a variety of
bushbirds can be seen, some of them
not often seen near Perth, such as Redeared Firetail, Red-winged Fairy-wren,
Red-capped and Scarlet Robin.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Steve Burns

Monday 24 April: No meeting due
to Anzac Day on 25 April.

Friday-Saturday 28-29 April:
Cape to Cape Branch campout,
Jalbarragup
See the branch’s report (page 39) for
details.
Friday 28 April: Peel-Mandurah
Branch excursion

the dam. From Perth, travel east along
Welshpool Road and Welshpool Road
East to the T-junction at Canning Road,
turn right and travel for about 400 m
to Masonmill Road. Continue along
this road for about 600 m, following
the signs to the dam past Mason
Mills Garden, to the entrance to the
car park. We will follow several steep
walking tracks and stairs down to the
dam and return.
This 3 km walk passes through Jarrah/
Marri woodland down to the dam in a
deep valley and then back up the hill.
Red-eared Firetail, Western Rosella,
Red-winged Fairy-wren, Western
Spinebill and Western Thornbill can be
seen here.
For members and guests only.
Leaders: John and Ruth Luyer

Saturday 6 May: Bannister Creek,
Lynwood
Two-hour excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in Jaccard Way. From
Leach Highway turn into High Road
then left into Metcalf Road and then
first right into Jaccard way, where there
is plenty of parking.
Bannister Creek runs into Canning
River and is a South East Regional
Centre for Land Care (SERCUL) Project
which has been running for some years
on a significant rehabilitation project
along this creek. The main activities
have been weed removal, replanting
with appropriate vegetation and
sculpturing the creek so small weirs
aerate the water. An annual bird survey
is undertaken by Sue and the birds are
starting to return. Bring morning tea to
have while we do a bird list.
Members and guests only.
Leader: Sue Keogh

For details, contact
Peel-Mandurah
Branch:
Bob Paterson:
peelbirds1@tpg.
com.au.

Sunday 30
April: Victoria
Reservoir,
Canning Mills
Half-day
excursion
Meet at 8:30
am in the car
park beside the
information board
at the entrance to
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Red-necked Avocets, Pelican Point (see report, p42). Photo by
Alan Watson
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Tuesday 9 May: Albany Branch
excursion
See the branch’s report (page 38) for
more details.
Saturday 13 May: Yangebup Lake,
Cockburn
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in Parkes Street. Turn
into Osprey Drive from North Lake Road
and immediately turn left into Parkes
Street. Parkes Street now only runs
for about 200 m before being shut off.
Park on the grassed area not far from
Osprey Drive. There should be a good
variety of waterbirds and bushbirds.
Bring your scope if you have one.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Robyn Pickering

Thursday 18 May: Lake Monger,
Cambridge
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the most westerly
car park off Lake Monger Drive. The
walk around the lake will take 2-3
hours. This is a good opportunity to see
many species of ducks, waterbirds and
some bushbirds. Spotless Crake is often
seen depending on the water level.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Claire Gerrish

Saturday 20 May: Cape to Cape
Branch full-day excursion, East
Augusta
See the branch’s report (page 39) for
details.
Sunday 21 May: Beenyup Swamp,
Woodvale
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park on the
south side of Ocean Reef Road near
the old buildings. From the Mitchell
Freeway travel east along Ocean Reef
Road and continue approximately
800 m past Trappers Drive until you
see a cleared paddock with some old
stone buildings on the right. Park in
the limestone area in front of these
buildings.
Beenyup Swamp is part of the
Yellagonga Regional Park. There should
be a good variety of bushbirds and
waterbirds.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Wayne Merritt
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Sunday 21 May: Lake Joondalup,
Joondalup
Photogroup activity
Meet at 2:00 pm at Neil Hawkins Park,
meet near the jetty below the car park.
There are always lots of waterbirds
and bushbirds to be seen around this
large lake. Lake Joondalup is within the
Northern Swan Coastal Plain Important
Bird Area for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Pam Brown

Monday 22 May: Bold Park Eco
Centre, Perry Lake Drive, Floreat
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Milly Formby, a BirdLife member
and Shorebirds2020 coordinator for
the south-west, will give a talk on
‘Wingthread flight to the tundra’.

Friday 26 May: Peel-Mandurah
Branch excursion
For details, contact Peel-Mandurah
Branch:
Bob Paterson: peelbirds1@tpg.com.au.

Saturday 27 May: Lake Goollelal,
Kingsley
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the car park on
Woodlake Retreat. From the junction of
Wanneroo Road and Hepburn Avenue,
travel north on Wanneroo Road to the
first set of traffic lights and turn left
into Woodlake Retreat. The car park is
50 m from the turn off.
This lake offers a good selection of
bushbirds and waterbirds. It is part of
the Northern Swan Coastal Plain IBA for
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo. Bring your
‘scope if you have one.
For members and guests only.
Leaders: Chris and Belinda Van Haefter

Saturday 3 to Monday 5 June: WA
Day campout, Nalbarra Station
Nalbarra Station is a 161 000 hectare
working sheep station, between Paynes
Find and Mt Magnet on Great Northern
Highway. The station is located 17 km
west of the highway on a well graded
dirt road. The turn off from the highway
is approximately 70 km north of Paynes
Find or 65 km south of Mt Magnet.
Camp sites are available at $20.00
per night, caravan sites at $25.00 per

night. Comfortable shearer’s quarters
have family, double and single rooms.
Rates for shearer’s quarters are
$40.00 per person per night with linen
supplied, $25.00 per person if you
provide your own linen, sleeping bag,
or swag.
There is a fully self-contained kitchen
available including fridge, gas stove,
wood stove and dining room. An
outside BBQ area is located with the
tent and caravan sites.
Book you own accommodation at
Nalbarra Station on 9963 5829, and
mention that you are with BirdLife WA.
Numbers will be limited to 25 people
so please call the BirdLife WA office on
9384 7749 to put your name on the
list.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Clive Nealon

Sunday 4 June: Jandakot Regional
Park, Harrisdale
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am in the car park at
Carey Baptist College, Wright Road,
Harrisdale. Park near to Wright Road.
We will cross the road to access the
park through a gap gate.
This reserve has good tracks
throughout with varied vegetation
including wetland areas which may
have some water in them if we
have had enough winter rain. Many
bushbirds have been seen including
Splendid Fairy-wren, Western Spinebill,
White-browed Scrubwren, Grey Shrikethrush, Fan-tailed and Shining BronzeCuckoos, Red-capped Parrot and Redtailed Black-Cockatoo. Wetland species
are also a possibility, as are several
raptor species.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Debbie Walker

Saturday 10 June: Yanchep
National Park
Half-day excursion
Meet at the Lakeview picnic area inside
the park at 8:00 am. Entry is $12 per
vehicle or $6 per vehicle for seniors.
Proceed through the entrance gate and
go left at the roundabout. There is a
large parking area and we will meet
near the covered barbecue area which
is adjacent to the toilet block. There
should be a variety of bushbirds and
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waterbirds. Yanchep National Park is
part of the Northern Swan Coastal Plain
IBA for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo.

Saturday 17 June: Flynn Road,
Mundaring
Half/full day excursion

Sunday 25 June: Tom Bateman
Reserve, Thornlie
Half-day excursion

For members and guests only.

Meet at 9:00 am at the corner of Flynn
Road and Great Eastern Highway, about
10 km past Sawyers Valley or 1 km on
the Perth side of The Lakes (the York
turnoff). We will look at several areas of
Wandoo woodland. Species seen here
include Western Yellow Robin, Restless
Flycatcher and Painted Button-quail.

Meet at 8:00 am beside the
playground/sporting complex at the
corner of Nicholson and Wilfred Roads
(car-park entry is off Wilfred Road).
We will look at a series of wetlands
constructed to remove nutrients from
water draining into the Canning River.
We will also look at small bushland
areas if they are accessible.

Leader: Clive Nealon
Saturday 10 June: Perth Zoo, South
Perth
Photogroup activity
Meet at the gate at 9:00 am. The
Perth Zoo provides opportunities to
photograph both wild and caged birds,
often at a close range. Entry fees are
$29 for adults and $22 for concession
card holders.

Bring morning tea that you can carry.
Bring lunch if you would like continue
with us at a further area nearby.
For members and guests only.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Charles Merriam

For members and guests only.

Rubber boots may be a good idea, and
insect repellent. Bring morning tea to
have while we do a combined bird list.

Leaders: George and Pam Agar

Leader: Diane Court

Tuesday 13 June: Albany Branch
excursion
See the branch’s report (page 38) for
more details.

Monday 19 June: The Spectacles,
Kwinana
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am in the car park in
McLaughlan Road. Proceed along
Kwinana Freeway and turn right
(west) into Anketell Road. Travel
approximately 2 km then turn left into
McLaughlan Road. A good variety of
bushbirds including Grey Currawong
can be found here.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Maris Lauva

Sunday 16 July - 29 July:
Rangeland surveys to Bulga downs,
Mt Forrest and Dandaraga pastoral
leases
Extended research campout
See Notices page 35 for details.

Friday 28 July: Peel-Mandurah
Branch excursion
For details, contact Peel-Mandurah
Branch:
Bob Paterson: peelbirds1@tpg.com.au.

Friday 23 June: Peel-Mandurah
Branch excursion
Spotted Pardalote, Quaalup campout (see
report, p45). Photo by John McMullan

For details, contact Peel-Mandurah
Branch:
Bob Paterson: peelbirds1@tpg.com.au.

Crossword No. 30,
answers

Advertising rates in
Western Australian Bird Notes
(subject to change without notice)

ACROSS
5 coast, 6 contributors, 9 timid, 10 off, 13 plan, 14 axillaries,
15 report, 16 gannet, 18 Emu, 19 raven, 21 west, 23 cat, 24
toes, 25 oral, 28 educate, 29 Weebill.

Full colour (A4 page size):

DOWN
1 nominate, 2 strigiforms, 3 bib, 4 buffer, 5 coo, 7 remnant,
8 gallinules, 11 slate or slaty, 12 Kerguelen, 15 relocate, 17
laptop, 20 owlet, 22 trial, 26 roc, 27 web.

Black-and-white:
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Sun 12 Mar: Bibra Lake, Cockburn, Photogroup activity
Tue, 14 Mar: Albany Branch excursion
Thu 16 Mar: Blackwall Reach, Bicton, Half-day excursion
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Sat 11 Mar: Garvey Park, Ascot, Half-day excursion

First name

Sun 19 Mar: Bibra Lake, Cockburn, Half-day excursion
Fri 24 Mar: Cape to Cape Branch workshop/walk—BlackCockatoos
Sun 26 Mar: Herdsman Lake, Stirling, Half-day excursion
Mon 27 Mar: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat, Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Sun 2 Apr: Ray Marshall Park, Viveash, Half-day
excursion
Thu 6 Apr: Tomato Lake, Kewdale, Half-day excursion

Last name

Sat 8 Apr: Woodman Point, Cockburn, Jaeger watch
Sun 9 Apr: Yanchep National Park, Photogroup activity
Sun 9 Apr: Great Cocky Count

Address

Tue 11 Apr: Albany Branch excursion
Fri 14 Apr to Mon 17 Apr: Easter campout, Carnarvon
Fri 14 Apr to Mon 17 Apr: Easter campout, Cave Hill
campout, Shire of Coolgardie
Sun 16 Apr: Lake Coogee, Munster, Half-day excursion

Postcode
Phone (h)

(w)

Sat 22 to Tue 25 Apr: Anzac Day campout, Hamelin
Station
Sun 23 Apr: Ellis Brook, Gosnells, Half-day excursion
Mon 24 Apr: No meeting due to Anzac Day on 25 Apr
Fri-Sat 28-29 Apr: Cape to Cape Branch campout,
Jalbarragup

Email

Fri 28 Apr: Peel-Mandurah Branch excursion
Sun 30 Apr: Victoria Reservoir, Canning Mills, Half-day
excursion
Sat 6 May: Bannister Creek, Lynwood, Two-hour excursion

WABN subscription rates per annum

Tue 9 May: Albany Branch excursion

(please cross out whichever is inapplicable)

Sat 13 May: Yangebup Lake, Cockburn, Half-day
excursion

WA and Interstate Members $20.00

Thu 18 May: Lake Monger, Cambridge, Half-day excursion

Overseas Members $30.00

Note: WABN subscription is only available with a BirdLife Australia
membership. For membership rates, contact BirdLife Australia.

Payment details
I enclose a cheque/money order payable to ‘BirdLife Australia’
OR
Debit my Mastercard
___ ___ ___ ___
......../.........
Expiry date

o

___ ___ ___ ___

Visa

Sun 21 May: Beenyup Swamp, Woodvale, Half-day
excursion
Sun 21 May: Lake Joondalup, Joondalup, Photogroup
activity
Mon 22 May: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lake Drive,
Floreat, Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm

o

___ ___ ___ ___

Sat 20 May: Cape to Cape Branch full-day excursion,
East Augusta

Fri 26 May: Peel-Mandurah Branch excursion

___ ___ ___ ___

....................................................................
Cardholder’s name (please print)

Sat 27 May: Lake Goollelal, Kingsley, Half-day excursion
Sat 3 to Mon 5 Jun: WA Day campout, Nalbarra Station
Sun 4 Jun: Jandakot Regional Park, Harrisdale, Half-day
excursion
Sat 10 Jun: Yanchep National Park, Half-day excursion

.......................................................................
Signature of Cardholder

Post to: BirdLife Australia Membership, 60 Leicester St, Carlton VIC 3053
or online: https://support.birdlife.org.au/birdlife/membership/subscriptions-au
or use the shortcut: https://goo.gl/yHgMw2
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Sat 10 Jun: Perth Zoo, South Perth, Photogroup activity
Tue 13 Jun: Albany Branch excursion
Sat 17 Jun: Flynn Road, Mundaring, Half/full day
excursion
Mon 19 Jun: The Spectacles, Kwinana, Half-day excursion
Fri 23 Jun: Peel-Mandurah Branch excursion
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Members in the field

Looking over the boat harbour, Bremer Bay, Quaalup campout
(see report, p45). Photo by Penny Lee
The group at Clarkson (see report, p44). Photo by Penny Lee

Terek Sandpiper, Woodman Point. Photo by Alan Watson

Quaalup campout: (above) Purple-crowned Lorikeets and
(below) Hooded Plover, St Mary’s Inlet (see report, p45).
Photos by John McMullan

Aftermath of the December 2016 bushfire near Eyre Bird
Observatory, from Hill 6 E view (see report, p48). Photo by
Philip and Judy Brace
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Peregrine Falcon, Perth city (see report, p27). Photos by Kaye
Treacy

Osprey bringing seaweed to the nest, Point Walter
(see report, p28). Photo by Danny McCreadie

Regent Parrots were late in returning here this year, and in much
smaller numbers, but my garden birds are continuing to entertain me.
They had the choice of several birdbaths in the same area but these
birds all wanted to be together in the same small one, and claimed it
exclusively for a while. Two Grey Fantails, also regular visitors, also
fancied that one, but just had to wait.
One in…all in…, New Holland Honeyeaters, Dallyelup. Photo by
Mavis Norgard
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