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Wellard Wetlands: Little Egret (above) and Black-fronted
Dotterel (below). Photos by Alan Watson
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THE 2016 GREAT COCKY COUNT
The Great Cocky Count (GCC) is an annual citizen science
survey for two of the three threatened black-cockatoos
in the south-west of Western Australia (WA). Volunteers
are allocated to a known or potential roost site and use
a standard protocol to record the numbers of blackcockatoos arriving at the site to roost for the night. The
2016 GCC occurred on Sunday 3 April 2016. This year’s
GCC was the seventh consecutive count and eighth
overall.
The 2016 GCC surveyed roost sites for Carnaby’s
Black-Cockatoo and Forest Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo
(FRTBC). Both are endemic to south-western WA and
both are listed as threatened species under State and
Commonwealth legislation.
This is a summary of ‘The 2016 Great Cocky Count
report’ (Peck et al. 2016) which builds on the substantial
contribution to our knowledge of black-cockatoos made
by previous Great Cocky Counts in the greater Perth
Region and regional Western Australia.

Key outcomes of the 2016 GCC
The Great Cocky Count is one of the largest citizen
science surveys of its kind in Australia. Community
interest is significant – this year over 700 registered
volunteers surveyed 398 sites across the southwest of
WA. Total volunteer participation likely exceeded 1,000
community members. Table 1 shows how this level of
participation has increased since the inception of this
work.
The minimum population count for Carnaby’s BlackCockatoo in the Greater Perth-Peel Region was 11 418
(around twice the average for 2010-15). The Greater
Perth-Peel Region consists of the Perth-Peel Coastal Plain,
which encompasses all of the Perth-Peel metropolitan
area along the Swan Coastal Plain, and the Northern
Darling Scarp and Plateau, which includes the northern
Jarrah-Marri Forest (Table 2: see next page).
Most (62%) of the Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos recorded
on the Perth-Peel Coastal Plain were associated with
the Gnangara-Pinjar pine plantation, north of Perth.
The large number of Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos (6763)
recorded in roosts associated with the pine plantation is
consistent with previous surveys. In previous years, the
pine plantation has supported 27- 59% of the Carnaby’s

Black-Cockatoos recorded on the Perth-Peel Coastal
Plain during the non-breeding season, emphasising the
importance of pines as both a roosting area and food
resource during this period.
A single roost site located east of Yanchep had a count of
4897 Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos. This accounted for 45%
of all of the Carnaby’s recorded on the Perth-Peel Coastal
Plain, and is the highest single count ever recorded in a
Great Cocky Count. The site has come to be known as
the ‘mega roost’.
Trend analysis of roost counts for Carnaby’s BlackCockatoo in the Perth-Peel Coastal Plain (Fig. 1) found
significant declines in both the fraction of occupied
roosts and average flock size over the past seven Great
Cocky Counts (2010-2016). The combined effect of
fewer occupied roosts with fewer birds in each roosting
flock is an estimated current decline rate of 13.8%
per year in the number of Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos
on the Perth-Peel Coastal Plain. This trend estimate
should be treated with some caution, however, given the
‘snapshot’ sampling method and the need to consider
the assumptions underlying both the survey method and
trend analysis. There are two potential explanations for
the observed trend: the decline at known roost sites may
be attributable to the loss of birds from the study area, or
birds may have relocated from known to new roost sites,
and the trend is the result of birds being displaced from
existing to new sites each year. For the former, the trend
analysis reported here is appropriate and provides an
estimate of the losses from the region, although the true
fate of such birds (mortality or emigration) is unknown.
For the latter, the total counts provide a better estimate
of abundance and population trend, provided that the
birds at newly discovered roosts have relocated from
previously occupied roosts. A combination of both these
mechanisms may be the ultimate reason for the observed
decline in mean roost counts and occupancy rate.
However, there are no completed studies that provide
support for either scenario and it would be prudent to
take a precautionary approach until better information
becomes available. Nonetheless, this apparent ongoing
decline is of serious concern for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo
in the Perth-Peel Coastal Plain.
Given the potential movement of Carnaby’s BlackCockatoos between roosts, the variation in roost
occupancy over time, and the inconsistent survey
histories at some sites, the trend at the largest, most

Table 1: Volunteer participation and survey effort for seven Great Cocky Counts (2010-2016). The percentages show the proportion
of the sites that were surveyed in each GCC in the Greater Perth-Peel Region (further subdivided into the Perth-Peel Coastal Plain
and the Northern Darling Scarp and Plateau), or in Regional areas

Registered volunteers
Sites assigned for survey
Sites surveyed
– In Greater Perth-Peel
Region
(i) Perth-Peel Coastal Plain
(ii) N. Darling Scarp/Plateau
– In Regional areas
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2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

250

263

294

335

592

606

707

unknown

248

244

262

322

301

426

187

165

205

241

290

293

398

183 (98%)

150 (91%)

157 (77%)

186 (77%)

230 (79%)

228 (78%)

310 (78%)

157 (84%)

124 (75%)

127 (62%)

144 (60%)

186 (64%)

185 (63%)

231 (58%)

26 (14%)

26 (16%)

30 (15%)

42 (17%)

44 (15%)

43 (15%)

79 (20%)

4 (2%)

15 (9%)

48 (23%)

55 (23%)

60 (21%)

65 (22%)

88 (22%)
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16755
(104 roosts)

3340
(32 roosts)

8414
(67 roosts)
12096
(79 roosts)
10351
(75 roosts)
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No. of white-tailed black-cockatoos
counted across species range**

Across Species Range

No. of white-tailed black-cockatoos
counted in Regional areas**

Regional areas

246
(2 roosts)

8505
(52 roosts)

610
(9 roosts)

4915
(59 roosts)

7946
(63 roosts)

3182
(21 roosts)
3744
(26 roosts)
3329
(23 roosts)

4041
(29 roosts)

11418
(72 roosts)
4908
(46 roosts)
7219
(50 roosts)
5794
(49 roosts)
4036
(40 roosts)
3991
(50 roosts)
6716
(50 roosts)
No. of Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo
counted in Greater Perth-Peel
Region

386*
79*
165*
203*
557#
216#
499*
(total WT count = (total WT count = (total WT count = (total WT count = (total WT count = (total WT count = (total WT count =
1929; 15 roosts)
393; 13 roosts)
826; 15 roosts)
1016; 14 roosts) 1393; 13 roosts)
540; 9 roosts)
2496; 29 roosts)

6330
(35 roosts)
No. of Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo
counted in Perth-Peel Coastal Plain

No. of Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo
counted in Northern Darling Scarp
and Plateau (corrected)

10919
43 roosts)
4692
(37 roosts)
5591
(35 roosts)
3912
(37 roosts)

3791
(25 roosts)

6662
(37 roosts)

2016
2015
2014
2013
2012
2011
2010
Greater Perth-Peel Region

Table 2: Roost count summary for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo across seven Great Cocky Counts (2010-2016). The counts for the Perth-Peel Coastal Plain are assumed
to include only Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo, whereas the counts for the Northern Darling Scarp and Plateau are corrected to account for the mixed flocks of Baudin’s and
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos. The counts for the Greater Perth-Peel Region are the combined counts for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo from the two areas. The counts for Regional
areas and across the species range are the totals for white-tailed black-cockatoos and not corrected for the presence of both white-tailed cockatoo species. The number of
roosts is the number of occupied roosts (i.e. roosts where at least one white-tailed black-cockatoo roosted).
WT=white-tailed Black-Cockatoo
* Assumption of 20% Carnaby’s and 80% Baudin’s
# Assumption of 40% Carnaby’s and 60% Baudin’s
** represents a total count for white-tailed black-cockatoos

THE 2016 GREAT COCKY COUNT, ctd
consistently-surveyed roosts should provide a
more robust indication of trends in the Swan
Coastal Plain region. Analysis of the ten-, twentyand thirty-largest roosts indicate a current trend
of 5.5%, 10.8% and 12% decline per year,
respectively.
On the Perth-Peel Coastal Plain, the bulk of the
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos are restricted to few
roost sites. For example, 77% of all the birds
recorded in the 2010-2016 Great Cocky Counts
were in just 20 roost sites. Many of these sites
are associated with pines. Trend analysis shows
that the rate of decline is much greater in pineassociated roosts than non pine-associated
roosts (22% and 11% respectively). Provision
of adequate roost sites and feeding habitat is
needed to ensure the persistence of Carnaby’s
Black-Cockatoo in this region.
The 2016 GCC confirmed the presence of
FRTBC at various locations throughout the inner
metropolitan suburbs of Perth (Table 3).
The 2016 GCC recorded 3340 white-tailed blackcockatoos and 374 FRTBCs in regional areas.
The number of roosts surveyed in regional areas
has risen from 4 in 2010 to 88 in 2016. BirdLife
has made great efforts to increase our regional
coverage over the years in order to get better
estimates of population trends outside the PerthPeel region. The number of white-tailed blackcockatoos counted this year is on a par with
the years 2012-15 despite a higher number of
occupied roosts. However, it is not possible at this
stage to estimate population trends in regional
areas. We hope to do this in the future when
more data become available.
With total populations estimated at 40 000 for
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos, 12 000 for Baudin’s
Black-Cockatoos and 15 000 for FRTBC, the 2016
GCC recorded approximately 28% of all blackcockatoos in south western WA.
The Great Cocky Count is well-placed to continue
accurate monitoring of Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo
and FRTBC on the Perth-Peel Coastal Plain, and
potentially across the range of both species,
due to continued growth in volunteers and,
consequently, survey effort and the integration of
statistically rigorous trend analyses.

Conclusion
The Great Cocky Count is a large-scale citizen
science survey that engages local communities
in the monitoring of nationally threatened blackcockatoos. The last seven GCCs, involving more
than 2000 volunteers, have identified several
hundred black-cockatoo roosts across the southwest of WA. In the Greater Perth-Peel Region,
the GCC provides valuable information on the
location and use of black-cockatoo roosts and
on population trends. This information has
improved land-use planning and environmental
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THE 2016 GREAT COCKY COUNT, ctd
Figure 1: Trends in the abundance of Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo in the Perth-Peel
Coastal Plain region 2010-2016: assuming all roosts are occupied (bars), the estimated
trend in average roost count, after accounting for roosts that were either not occupied
or not surveyed, on the night of the Great Cocky Count (solid line) and actual roost
counts for the region (squares).
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impact assessment, and informed conservation efforts
for black-cockatoos at all levels of government. More
broadly, the GCC continues to raise community and
industry awareness about the threatened status of blackcockatoos and the need to protect roosts and feeding
habitat. These are tangible successes and reflect the
contributions of hundreds of community members.
Ongoing investment in this monitoring program is
needed, including volunteer training and engagement,
both to improve the scientific quality of the survey and
to enhance the experience of the community members
involved. The Great Cocky Count succeeds because of the
tremendous goodwill of the Western Australia community.
The 2016 GCC and the trend analyses of the seven
GCCs 2010 – 2016 identified several issues that have
important implications for black-cockatoo conservation
efforts. Firstly, there are indications that the population
of Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo inhabiting the Perth-Peel

2015

2016

References
Byrne, M., Barrett, G., Blythman, M., Finn, H. and
Williams, M. (2015). ‘The 2015 Great Cocky Count:
a community‐based survey for Carnaby’s Black‐
Cockatoos (Calyptorhynchus latirostris) and Forest
Red‐tailed Black‐Cockatoos (Calyptorhynchus banksii
naso)’. (BirdLife Australia: Perth, W.A.) Available
from: http://www.birdlife.org.au/documents/
GCCreport-2015.pdf
Finn, H., Barrett, G., Groom, C., Blythman, M. and
Williams, M. (2014). ‘The 2014 Great Cocky Count:
a community‐based survey for Carnaby’s Black‐
Cockatoos (Calyptorhynchus latirostris) and Forest
Red‐tailed Black‐Cockatoos (Calyptorhynchus banksii
naso)’. (BirdLife Australia: Perth, W.A.) Available
from: http://birdlife.org.au/documents/CBC2014GCC-Report.pdf

Table 3: Roost count summary for FRTBC across seven Great Cocky Counts (20142016). The number of roosts is the number of occupied roosts (i.e. roosts where at
least one FRTBC roosted).
2014

2015

2016

601
(13 roosts)

305
(10 roosts)

771
(24 roosts)

211
(9 roosts)

107
(7 roosts)

859
(26 roosts)

812
(22 roosts)

412
17 roosts)

1630
(50 roosts)

84
(6 roosts)

39
(5 roosts)

374
(20 roosts)

896
(28 roosts)

451
(22 roosts)

2004
(70 roosts)

Greater Perth-Peel Region
No. of FRTBC counted in Perth-Peel
Coastal Plain
No. of FRTBC counted in Northern
Darling Scarp and Plateau
No. of FRTBC counted in Greater
Perth-Peel Region

Coastal Plain continues to decline.
Secondly, as noted by Finn et al.
(2014) and Byrne et al. (2015), the
Gnangara pine plantation sustains
a large proportion (up to 62%) of
the population of Carnaby’s BlackCockatoo on the Perth-Peel Coastal
Plain during the non-breeding season.
As such, the decline in numbers of
roosting Carnaby’s Cockatoo will be
partly due to the removal of these
pine plantations. Finally, Forest Redtailed Black-Cockatoos now occur
through the urban portions of the
Perth-Peel metropolitan area, with
significant roosts in several urban
locations. These findings provide an
important focus for decision-making
about the future of the Gnangara pine
plantation, the conservation of urban
and peri-urban Banksia woodland,
and the protection of roosts and food
resources throughout the region.

Peck, A., Barrett, G. and Williams,
M. (2016). ‘The 2016 Great Cocky
Count: A community-based survey
for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo
(Calyptorhynchus latirostris) and
Forest Red‐tailed Black‐Cockatoos
(Calyptorhynchus banksii naso)’.
(BirdLife Australia: Perth, W.A.)
Available from http://birdlife.org.au/
documents/GCC-report-2016.pdf
Adam Peck

Regional areas
No. of FRTBC counted in Regional
areas
Across Species Range
No. of FRTBC counted across species
range
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Letters to the Editors
Dear Editors
Avian taxonomy
When will commonsense prevail?
A few weeks ago I listened to a discussion on the radio
between a group of astro-physicists. They were eagerly
anticipating the commissioning of a new telescope that,
among other matters, would allow a better understanding
of the universe’s position 5000 years ago. The speakers
were learned, articulate and enthusiastic, readily
discussing cosmic rays, galaxy formation, the universe
structure, cosmology and wormholes.
After the programme I reflected that surely such a
learned group could do better with their days than be
concerned with the physical positioning of the universe
prior to any human history and that their intelligence and
effort could be the better directed. This is a matter of
opinion, but it remains the case that all knowledge has to
be regarded as important; any effort to choose between
ideas leads to book burning and much worse.
I have no interest in astro-physics. I have only a slightly
greater interest in avian taxonomy, in part because there
seems to be much more important birding knowledge to
be uncovered and in part because the avian taxonomists
have been in a perpetual state of vehement disagreement
and decision changing for many years.
Sayres Law of the 1950s expressed the view, more
recently often attributed to Henry Kissinger (himself a
senior Harvard professor), that “Academic politics are so
vicious precisely because the stakes are so small”. This
seems to fit avian taxonomy, whose disagreements bear
the hallmark of ivory tower squabbles of virtually no
significance to the wider world.
There is of course an advantage to dis-agreement: it can
lead to progress in determining facts. The splendid letter
of Martin Cake in WABN 159 of September 2016 is a fine
example of informed challenge to ‘accepted’ ideas.
But for BirdLife Australia the issue ought be whether
all the taxonomic in-fighting is of practical value to
the ‘average’ birder and the great majority of persons
BirdLife Australia wishes to attract and encourage.
The now rudely discarded gurus of the past (Les
Christidis and Walter Boles) had the humility to set out in
good English the rationale for their taxonomic decisions
and point to the probability of future change, unlike the
recent edict from BirdLife Australia, who told members,
without any justification or rationale, that all bird listings
should immediately align with their new decree. It was a
good example of how not to encourage membership.
I was surprised to hear a discussion on ABC Radio
National recently about the involvement of over 3000
citizens (under the auspices of Deakin University) in a
survey of their use of bird feeders and bird-baths in their
gardens. I also found references on the internet and
YouTube. The apparent conclusion is that feeders and
especially bird-baths (or water for birds) are important,
particularly in a time of climate uncertainty.
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Despite some disapproval of bird-baths and feeding by
the authorities, I wondered why BirdLife Australia had
not instigated or been involved with such research,
being an opportunity to bring before a large number of
non-members a useful project, with good recruitment
opportunity. By contrast to the latest taxonomic
diktat, gaining the interest and support of many
households appears infinitely more worthy than interim
pronouncements about taxonomic order (interim because
future change is inevitable). Work on taxonomy needs
to continue, but for BirdLife Australia, attracting and
retaining membership ought be of far greater priority for
the preservation of birdlife.
Older members may recall bird guides being rushed out
accompanied by announcement that they incorporated
the latest taxonomy and so were up to date. Book
field guides are not what they were, being increasingly
superseded by electronic guides, readily portable, with
good illustrations, bird calls and distribution. In many
ways they are superior to the book guides they are
replacing.
Although electronic guides may be accessible by the
taxonomic order accepted at the time of manufacture, it
is probable that the very great majority of users consult
their guides alphabetically. The benefit of the alphabet is
that it is well known, simple to use and unchanging. Few
would seek to alter the alphabet, S after D, because of a
discovery (for example) that early Egyptian hieroglyphs
had an S type figure before the first observed D.
Avian taxonomy is an important area of knowledge but
one of virtually no interest to the birder, struggling to
identify, survey and record. Worse, the records of earlier
years are to be spurned because some faceless person
or persons has determined the previous bird order
ought be changed, despite the knowledge that “avian
classification has witnessed markedly different competing
arrangements” and “there are several equally valid
alternative translations of the same phylogenetic topology
into a linear sequence” (both on p.10 of Christidis and
Boles (2008); my emphasis). In simple terms avian
taxonomy is an academic battleground over which
different listing arrangements, ideas and approaches are
fought. This is great fun for the participants, good for
learned papers for publication, but useless for the birder.
This being so, why do birders meekly put up with being
told by others whose knowledge is very incomplete that
they, the birder majority, must obey the diktat of the
faceless few?
If BirdLife Australia wishes to attract more persons to its
worthwhile cause, it must support the birders and while
mindful of taxonomic knowledge, re-think its slavish
adherence to each temporary taxonomic fashion — as
above, there are several equally valid translations of the
same phylogenetic topology into a linear sequence.
Reference
Christidis, L., and Boles, W. E. (2008). ‘Systematics and
Taxonomy of Australian Birds’. (CSIRO: Collingwood,
Vic.)
Bruce Buchanan
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Letters to the Editors, ctd
Dear Editors
Working list — response to Martin Cake
Martin Cake’s recent commentary on the Working List
of Australian Birds (Cake 2016) continues a venerable
discussion of issues that have vexed generations of
ornithologists. Here is J.A. Leach in 1925 after publication
of a revised checklist of Australian birds: “Full agreement
in a list of Australian birds that all can use is now certain,
and will be a happy termination to a lengthy period of
uncertainty in the scientific names of Australian birds”.
Some hope! Yet it could be different.
Much of the problem stems from faulty global governance
of taxonomy. Not every field is so affected. Despite
controversy, Pluto was demoted to dwarf planet by the
International Astronomical Union in 2006 (Schilling
2006). The International Commission on Stratigraphy
of the International Union of Geological Sciences are
currently considering whether the Anthropocene can be
recognised as an official subdivision of the geological
record (Finney 2014). Both these organisations gain
legitimacy from membership of the International Council
for Science (ICSU). While debate may be vigorous, the
final decisions have wide international acceptance.
Also operating under the auspices of the ICSU are two
organisations representing biology. One, the International
Union of Microbiological Societies, has long had an
International Committee on Taxonomy of Viruses and an
International Committee on Systematics of Prokaryotes
which adjudicate respectively on taxonomic debates and
maintain official lists of types of virus and bacteria. After
all, if you have a disease, the last thing you need before
prescribing treatment are arguments about taxonomy. All
taxonomic debate is resolved by one of the committees
before official lists are changed.
Alas, the International Union of Biological Sciences
(IUBS) has never managed to agree on a comparable
governance structure. A draft ‘Biocode’ aims to harmonise
naming rules for plants, animals and microbiota but,
while it “governs the formation and choice of scientific
names of taxa”, it explicitly avoids “the circumscription,
position, or rank of the taxa themselves. Nothing in
this Code may be construed to restrict the freedom of
taxonomic action” (Greuter et al. 2011). Thus, provided
naming protocols are observed, taxonomy can remain
anarchic: there are no universal rules on whether a group
of organisms can be grouped as species or subspecies, no
final arbitrator.
This abrogation of responsibility by the IUBS is a major
failing of international scientific governance, and has
serious consequences. Taxonomists decide how to slice
the biological continuum regardless of how their opinions
affect major investments of economic and social capital.
The problem is that there remains a stubborn belief that
everything in nature must belong unambiguously to a
species. For example, Martin suggests we can never know
the ‘true’ species status of the Western Ground Parrot
because eastern and western forms will never have the
opportunity to test reproductive compatibility. However,
the fundamental biological truth he seeks is an illusion.
Species definitions are arbitrary — a temporal slice
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 160 December 2016

through an evolutionary continuum. People not biology
must provide the definitional boundaries since it is for the
purposes of people not the individual plants and animals
that such boundaries are needed.
Which is why BirdLife International have stepped in to
provide the stability that J.A. Leach thought had been
achieved 90 years ago. They have had to be brave —
debate in this area is often emotional. Criticisms are
often ‘biting’ and personal. However, they have felt
obliged to because taxonomic anarchy is potentially
threatening major gains by conservation. Martin notes
that the BirdLife International list has been adopted
by ‘several migratory bird agreements, the European
Union Birds Directive, the IUCN Red List’. In fact this is
not a matter of passing relevance — it is a momentous
achievement. The IUCN Red List, for instance, underpins
the highest levels of global conservation governance. The
governments of hundreds of countries have agreed that
their performance in biodiversity conservation will in part
be determined by the number of species that move on
and off that list. Taxonomic differences among countries
can squander conservation resources far better devoted
to retention of those entities for later generations.
BirdLife Australia follows BirdLife International for
species lists because of its abiding concern for bird
conservation. Quite apart from being a partner to
BirdLife, the argument for consistent naming across
scales is incontrovertible, and also applies at a
national level. Moving species on and off threatened
species lists is a major administrative exercise taking
decades, with substantial consequences for investment,
environmental governance and social identity. Taxonomic
change sometimes needs to be recognised but each
adjustment is likely to mean the Minister and the relevant
committees then cannot consider other species that
deserve listing. Following taxonomic fashion comes with
opportunity costs for conservation.
The Tobias et al. (2010) approach adopted by BirdLife
International is the only one to be applied with
reasonable consistency across all birds. Genetic research
is marvellous for revealing evolutionary histories and
showing how, over millions of years, lineages split and
anastomose like braided rivers until some can join no
more. But the capacity of genetic knowledge to help
people decide where to cut those lineages into segments
that they wish to conserve is less definitive than
morphology. Collar et al. (2015) have put the arguments
for adopting the Tobias et al. (2015) approach. The main
lesson is that, whatever approach is taken, it has to be
arbitrary because evolution is a continuous process.
BirdLife’s approach is now bringing stability to names
and staunching the damage done to slow-moving
conservation initiatives by, say, quarterly global revisions
reflecting the latest fashions in bird taxonomy and
the views of taxonomists. However, changes are likely
to continue at the margins. Constructive debates are
occurring among leading bird taxonomists to refine
the Tobias method, including efforts to identify genetic
criteria that can be applied consistently across all
bird taxa. What is really needed, however, is for the
International Union of Biological Sciences to assume
the responsibilities for taxonomy long exercised by
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corresponding organisations representing bacteria and
viruses. And for taxonomists to submit to discipline from
a wider society they currently hold hostage.
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Dear Editors
I read Martin Cake's article The Working List of Australian
Birds Version 2 — A WA-Centric Critique (WABN 159). I
am BirdLife Western Australia’s representative on BirdLife
Australia’s English Names Committee (ENC), a committee
that reports to the Research and Conservation Committee
(RACC). RACC decides on the Working List of Australian
Birds (WLAB) (currently Version 2). This is largely derived
by following the recommended taxonomy agreed by
BirdLife International (BLI) (not BirdLife’s (BA) ‘parent’
as Martin states; BA is the Australian affiliate of BLI)
working together with the editorial team who produced
the 16 volume series Handbook of the Birds of the World
(HBW) published by Lynx Edicions. The WLAB lists all
species and sub species (i.e. all taxa). RACC asks the
ENC for recommendations on the recommended English
names for each taxon.
Much of Martin’s article is related to taxonomy, and while
my interest is in the English names, I do have some
comments related to the taxonomic side of the WLAB.
As I said, the WLAB is mostly derived from the HBW/
BLI checklist, but there are a few current problems with
this, and RACC diverges from the HBW/BLI list for some
Australian species. Martin points out that HBW/BLI have
Page 10

Juvenile Brush Cuckoo, Kakadu (see report, p30). Photo by
Maris Lauva

published the Illustrated Checklist of the Birds of the
World Volume 1 for the non-passerines in 2014, but that
Volume 2 for the passerines has not yet been released.
So the WLAB is currently compromised and has problems
for the passerines, but Volume 2 is due later this year
or in the first half of 2017. Martin argues why the HBW/
BLI approach may not be the best. But not the best for
whom? Probably not the best for ornithologists? Probably
not the best for world birders? But is it the best for an
organisation such as BA or for conservation? Particularly
as it specified down to subspecies level, and conservation
these days is done at this level rather than at species
level. I do see advantages for BA in adopting the HBW/
BLI list.
Taxonomy is a serious issue for BirdLife Australia. It
cannot afford to change every three months as the
International Ornithological Congress (IOC) issues
quarterly updates, or every 12 months as Cornell
University issues annual updates for the Clements
checklist. They have too many things to change. A
three to five year timeframe might be achievable. It
has not been specified, but from my membership of the
ENC I get the impression that WLAB will be updated
annually, although large changes may happen less
frequently. For BirdLife Western Australia (BWA) we
have the WA Database, 80+ bird guide brochures,
WABN, our Digital Image Library, our extensive series
of PowerPoint presentations used by our Community
Education Committee, our web site, etc. BWA is the local
branch of BA, and for that reason I agree that we should
follow the WLAB. If we disagree on the taxonomy or an
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 160 December 2016
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English name, then we should present arguments for the
WLAB to be changed. Similarly if RACC disagrees with
the HBW/BLI list, then they should present arguments
for the changes. This picking and choosing of what to
accept is the ‘hybrid’ approach that Martin refers to, and
I agree that this is a definite problem but hopefully for
only the short to medium term. I am hoping that RACC
(and the ENC as part of RACC) will come to be regarded
in the same way internationally as the South American
Classification Committee (SACC) is regarded by both the
IOC and Clements. This will require some changes by BA,
RACC and the ENC to achieve this recognition.
Martin refers to decisions about particular species. Blackwinged Stilt / White-headed Stilt / Pied Stilt is currently
being discussed by the ENC with a decision due before
this WABN is published. Western Ground Parrot is a
subspecies and not a full species in the WLAB. But there
is no problem in continuing to refer to Western Ground
Parrot. This is the whole idea of having recommended
English names for all taxa. The conservation status
needs to be at the subspecies level and if the IUCN only
recognises it at species level then they should change.
Key Biodiversity Areas (KBAs - formerly IBAs) can be
defined for subspecies. The ENC has only recently been
established (July 2016), and so a more thorough revision
of the names will be undertaken. Martin is correct that
having Gilbert’s Honeyeater as a subspecies of Whitenaped Honeyeater in the WLAB does have problems, but
the English name is consistent either way, and the name
Gilbert’s Honeyeater can be readily used.
BA does need a taxonomy that evolves. Previously BA
had the recommended list published in 1978, and then
Christidis & Boles in 1994, and then Christidis & Boles
in 2008. This is too slow. By linking to the HBW/BLI
checklist the WLAB should evolve on a more regular basis
that can be managed by BA.
What should field guides use? I believe that field guides
are for birders, and they should probably follow IOC or
Clements (for the American edition), and they should

Malleefowl, one of a pair seen for three days in a row at the
western end of the Stirling Range. Photo by Roger Vaughn
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not strictly follow the taxonomic order but make it a field
guide by having quails and button-quails together, the
white egrets on one page, etc. I will be interested to see
what the new guide being published by CSIRO in the
next six months will use. I doubt that it will be the WLAB.
I have the feeling that this will become the preferred
Australian field guide.
In summary, would I use the WLAB as my taxonomy?
No. It is only an Australian taxonomy and not worldwide.
Would I use the HBW/BLI taxonomy? No. I do not know
of any bird recording software that includes that as an
option. If this taxonomy did become available in Wildlife
Recorder (the program that I use), then I would need to
consider it, but having chosen IOC I would find it hard
to change. But I can agree with BA’s decision to use this
approach, and I do hope that RACC changes so that it
becomes regarded internationally as the authority for
Australian birds, and then the differences between the
alternative taxonomies would become fewer.
Frank O'Connor
Dear Editors
Crimson Finch sighting
I was puzzled by the label ‘Crimson Finch, Maylands’
on the back page of September’s Western Australian
Bird Notes. The bird pictured looks remarkably like the
Crimson Finch that has been resident at Baigup Wetland
on the Maylands/Bayswater border since 2013 at least.
Presumably an aviary escapee.
When first noticed it was often with a flock of Silvereyes
but in recent years it has generally been sighted on its
own. A local resident living on the border of the reserve
(not the original owner) leaves a small cage open in her
garden with seed on the floor and the bird visits most
mornings I’m told. But otherwise it is seen from time to
time in several locations in the wetland.
Penny Lee

Intermediate Egret, North Lake (see Observations, p12). Photo
by Alan Watson
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Observations
This list has been compiled by the WA
Records Officer with input from the
WA Records Committee. Metropolitan
suburbs or shires are in parentheses.
Please report interesting observations
the WA Records Officer, John Graff
(wasightings@birdlife.org.au) or to
the BirdLife WA office (9383 7749).
Sightings are included on the BirdLife
WA sightings page (http://birdswa.
org.au/sightings.htm) as soon as
possible, and the most interesting
are selected for inclusion in the next
WABN.

taxa to species-level has increased
interest in these records.

Highlights

Intermediate Egret – 1 subspecies
plumifera, 11-24/07/16, North
Lake (North Lake) – KG et al.*
1, 14/08/16, ALCOA Wellard
Wetlands (Baldivis) – MN (rare
in south-western Australia;
photographs – North Lake) (see
photo, p11)

A quieter quarter overall, but
highlighted by several unusual
records. The most notable was a
stunning adult Atlantic Yellownosed Albatross seen at the
Rottnest Trench (Perth Canyon) on a
BirdLife WA pelagic out of Fremantle.
This is the third record of the species
in Western Australia. An Olivebacked Oriole seen at Bibra Lake
is over 2000 km out of its normal
range and is the first record of the
species in the south-west (though
an individual was seen at Eyre Bird
Observatory in June 2005; see WABN
115: 18). Also well out of range was
a Beach Stone-curlew seen and
photographed on Garden Island,
while two different Inland Dotterels
which appeared at City Beach and
Penguin Island on 21 September are
more regular visitors to the Perth
region, but still looked very out of
place on sandy beaches! Further
south, the long-staying Eurasian
Curlew continued to be seen on the
Leschenault Inlet throughout the
period, and was still present as we
went to press.
In the north, the well-known
Semipalmated Plover returned
to Broome for an 8th season. On
Christmas Island, a juvenile Blackcrowned Night Heron was wellidentified by a local birder. At least
one Intermediate Egret of the
Asian nominate subspecies was also
present on the island in early August.
It is likely that a large proportion of
previous Intermediate Egret records
from the island are referrable to
the nominate subspecies, but this
has not been well-documented. The
occurrence of an Asian bird in Perth
early in the year and the mooted
elevation of the Australian and Asia
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METROPOLITAN (UBD
Street Directory)
ATLANTIC YELLOW-NOSED
ALBATROSS – 1, 21/08/16,
Perth Canyon c. 50 km offshore
– DM, PB et al. (3rd record for
Western Australia; subject to
BARC acceptance; photographs)

Black Kite – 1, 14/08-02/10/16,
ALCOA Wellard Wetlands
(Baldivis) – MN et al. (rare in
south-western Australia; see also
WABN 159)
BEACH STONE-CURLEW – 1,
02/09/16, Garden Island (Garden
Island) – BM & GM (rare vagrant
to the south-west; photographs)
Inland Dotterel – 1, 21/09/16,
Penguin Island (Shoalwater) –
ML et al. * 1, 21/09/16, City
Beach (City Beach) – RD (rare
visitor to the coastal south-west;
photographs)
Arctic Tern – 1, 21/08/16, Perth
Canyon c. 50 km offshore – BR,
DM, PB et al. (uncommon visitor
to southern WA waters; few
records off Perth; photographs)
OLIVE-BACKED ORIOLE – 1
immature bird, 04/09/16, Bibra
Lake (Bibra Lake) – CN, JL et al.
(rare vagrant to the south-west;
photographs)

SOUTH-WEST (Shark
Bay To Cape Arid)
Chestnut Teal – 1, 03/08/16, Oak
Park Road (Goomalling) – PL
(rare in the northern Wheatbelt;
photographs)
EURASIAN CURLEW – 1, up
to 29/09/16, Point Douro,
Leschenault Estuary (Harvey) –
DC, BB et al. (vagrant to Western

Australia; subject to BARC
acceptance; photographs; see
also WABN 158 & 159)
Arctic Tern – 1, 23/07/16, Windy
Harbour (Manjimup) – DM & PB
(uncommon visitor to southern
WA waters)

ARID ZONE
Inland Dotterel – 1, late 04/16,
near Nullagine (East Pilbara) –
MB & JT (edge of usual range)
Scarlet-chested Parrot – 1,
09/09/16, road near Wiera
Reserve (Mukinbudin) – GL (west
of usual range)

KIMBERLEY
Semipalmated Plover – 1,
02/10/16 onwards, sewage
works and adjacent Demco Beach
(Broome) – NJ et al. (vagrant to
Australia; presumably the same
individual that has returned for 8
seasons; records of this individual
accepted by BARC)
Rose-crowned Fruit-Dove – 1
heard, 31/08/16, Lullfitz Drive
(Broome) – GS (south-west of
usual range)

CHRISTMAS ISLAND
Intermediate Egret – 1+
subspecies intermedia, 0206/08/16, golf course and
surrounds – MC (few confirmed
records of nominate subspecies
in Australian territory, but
most individuals seen on
Christmas and Cocos Islands
thought to represent nominate;
photographs)
BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT-HERON
– 1, 29-30/07/16, Flying Fish
Cove – LP (vagrant to Australian
territory; subject to BARC
acceptance; photographs)

COCOS (KEELING)
ISLANDS
Eastern Cattle Egret – 1, 15/0631/07/16, West Island – GC
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& PJ (unusual winter record;
photographs)
Chinese Pond Heron – 1, Jun-Jul,
West Island – GC & PJ (vagrant to
Australian territories; subject to
BARC acceptance)

Discover Albany’s birds, walks
and wildflowers.

Asian Koel – 1 adult male, 04/07/16,
West Island – GC & PJ (unusual
winter record)
Barn Swallow – 1, 28/07/16, Direction
Island – GC & PJ (unusual winter
record)

OBSERVERS
BB = Bill Betts
BM = Brad Maryan
BR = Bill Rutherford
CN = Clive Nealon
DC = Don Carlson
DM = Dan Mantle
GC = Geof Christie
GL = Graham Little
GM = Glen Murray
GS = George Swann
JL = Jeff Lloyd
JT = Jeff Turpin
KG = Ken Glasson
LP = Lisa Preston
MB = Mike Bamford
MC = Mike Carter
ML = Maris Lauva
MN = Mark Newman
NJ = Nigel Jacket
PB = Plaxy Barratt
PJ = Pam Jones
RD = Rachel Dillon

3 brm s/c holiday accommodation
situated on the banks
of Oyster Harbour,
known shorebird haven
on the outskirts of Albany.
Close to King & Kalgan Rivers,
amazing beaches, national parks,
walks & wildflowers.
Free WiFi and starter b/fast included.
Ph 08 9844 7744
www.stayz.com.au/148040

A Bird Lover’s Paradise.

White Torque Pty Ltd

Gavin White
MRB5813

Ph: 0448 975 586
For servicing and repairs to all
makes of vehicles
Specialising in air conditioners,
servicing and repairs
Dusky Gerygone, Broome (see report, p29). Photo by
John McMullan
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Free collection and delivery
service offered.
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CHAIR’S REPORT
It can be difficult to know what to report with all the
many things BWA is getting up to, not least because
many of our activities will be reported on elsewhere in
Western Australian Bird Notes. So I thought I’d focus on
what have been highlights for me.
Bird Week has just passed and a lot went on. We
launched the 2016 report on the Great Cocky Count
and, in the same evening, opened the Bruce and Anne
Buchanan Exhibition of Wildlife Art. Both events went well
and attracted a lot of attention. The Great Cocky Count
is distinguishing itself as a long-running citizen science
project that is increasingly relied on as a key source of
information on population trends of Carnaby’s BlackCockatoo. The Buchanan exhibition reminded those of us
who have been around for a while of the exhibitions held
in the foyer of the Perth Concert Hall in the mid 1980s,
and we are already talking about next year’s event.
Bird Week was widely publicised through a media
campaign from National Office, and included the Aussie
Backyard Bird Count; this resulted in nearly 1.5 million
bird records being submitted, with the phone app clearly
appealing to many people. As a result of the media
campaign and the coincidental appearance of a leucistic
wagtail in a Perth suburb, I found myself doing four radio
and two television news interviews. Whether you liked
what I said or not, getting BirdLife into the mainstream
media is an important step towards wider recognition of
the organisation. It is difficult to attract members, get
funds and have influence when most people have never
heard of BirdLife!
Speaking of funds, we have had considerable success
in applying for grants due to the efforts of Sue Mather,
Helen Bryant, Robyn Pickering, Shapelle McNee, Liz
Fox and Mark Henryon (and probably others!). Grants
are being used for all sorts of projects, from Rainbow
Lorikeet surveys to running workshops on birds in urban
landscapes, and installing 'cockatubes' in Wheatbelt areas
where Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo is struggling to breed
due to the loss of natural hollows. We are also involved
in discussions with the Department of Parks and Wildlife
on trialling chick shelters on parts of the Swan Estuary
Marine Park as a way of improving breeding success in
these areas where disturbance is a big problem.
On the conservation front, we are having ongoing
discussions with the Department of Premier and Cabinet
on how the Green Growth Plan can better accommodate
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo, while the Great Western
Woodland team is preparing a submission regarding
proposed mining in the Helena and Aurora Range. We
are getting increasing numbers of requests to lend our
support to conservation campaigns, but it is important
that we retain our scientific integrity.
But BirdLife is about more than events, fundraising,
projects and conservation. At the heart of the
organisation are people who just like to go out and look
at, and learn about, birds. I was reminded of this at
Herdsman Lake just a few days ago. We had decided
that we needed to have a work meeting by the lake, and
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found a small bus-load of birding tourists equipped with
what were probably the longest lenses that money can
buy and clearly having the time of their lives. It was a
reminder that sometimes it is ok just to enjoy the birds.
Mike Bamford

To cull or not to cull: that is the question
One of the many interesting aspects about being Chair
is being in a position to share and exchange ideas and
opinions with members, and with the public. One of the
issues around which there are a lot of ideas and opinions
revolves around the question of when BirdLife should
support culling of birds, whether native or introduced. It
is an issue that can provoke strong emotion but is not
one where a decision is to be taken lightly. It is also not a
decision to be made based on the opinion or experience
of one person; be it me or anyone else!
Birds that are usually considered for culling are
introduced, such as the Eastern Long-billed Corella,
Rainbow Lorikeet and Laughing Kookaburra. Curiously,
no-one seems to be calling for culling of the two
introduced dove species. In addition, some native species
are occasionally considered for culling, particularly
Australian White Ibis and Australian Raven. In the past,
culling even of Baudin’s Black-Cockatoo was legal, and in
that case ongoing shooting of these endangered birds is a
conservation threat.
There are lots of reasons why culling is proposed:
economic impact (such as lorikeets in vineyards and
orchards) and conservation impact are of most concern,
but there are also calls for culling because birds are
seen as a nuisance and overabundant, or just not
native. Are we (including myself) guilty of that when
we prefer Australian Ringnecks to Rainbow Lorikeets in
the suburbs? But when does economic impact justify
killing wildlife, how do we achieve a balance between
caring for one species and killing another, and when does
perception blend with reality? As a certain frog once said:
“It isn’t easy being green”.
For BirdLife, science lies at the heart of decisions like
this. Science is often confused with technology, and
every time a politician wants to be seen supporting
the sciences, he or she wants to be photographed in a
room full of equipment with lots of buttons and flashing
lights, and people in lab coats doing mysterious things
with glassware. But science is a way of thinking, of
drawing conclusions through observation and, at times,
experimentation. If you want to really, really offend a
scientist, accuse him (or her) of having already made up
his mind. Scientists never make up their mind as they are
just waiting for new information to come along and mould
their thinking. Science is about interpreting evidence,
and when it comes to culling that is exactly what BirdLife
does before making a decision as profound as supporting
the killing of birds, whether native or introduced.
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 160 December 2016
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So for BirdLife, when the question of culling any bird
species comes up, we ask the question, “why; what is
the evidence?” Measuring and even predicting economic
impact isn’t too hard. For example, it has been predicted
that the economic cost of a successful invasion of WA
by Common Starlings would be $50 million a year to the
agricultural sector alone. The predicted cost of lorikeets is
less but still substantial.
Conservation impacts can be harder to measure and
can blur with value judgments. For example, Laughing
Kookaburras and Australian Ravens both prey on smaller
birds; but predation is natural. It is what these birds
do, and sadly it is the fate of small birds and especially
their young to be eaten by something. There should be a
balance between predator and prey such that populations
of both survive, so what BirdLife is looking for is evidence
of population scale impacts. This is not when a raven
takes the chicks out of a Willie Wagtail nest, as happened
in our garden last year, but when wagtails disappear from
entire suburbs and there is good evidence that ravens
are responsible. ‘Our’ wagtails are breeding again this
year, but have chosen a more secluded location for their
nest so fingers crossed! It is not even when kookaburras
hunt down every individual of a party of Red-winged
Fairy-wrens, which I have witnessed, but when the wrens
disappear from an entire creekline and the cause is
kookaburras (and not some confounding variable like fire,
cats or even a very efficient pair of sparrowhawks). In
the Red-winged Fairy-wren example, kookaburras were
not the primary cause of the localised loss, but it was the
clearing of a new road that gave the kookaburras access
to the wrens. Ecology is complex.

So making a decision to cull, or not to cull, must be
based on good evidence that the bird is a problem at the
population level, and that it is THE problem. Kookaburras
took out the wrens because of clearing for a new road;
but are kookaburras a problem for small birds more
generally? We don’t really know, and that is a problem
in itself. There is a lack of good data on interactions
between introduced and possibly over-abundant native
species and other wildlife, which makes it hard to draw
conclusions and decide on the right course of action.
Even if a species is found to be causing a problem, the
solution may not be simple. Culling has been found to be
of limited effectiveness in some cases because in many
species, the birds being shot (or otherwise killed) are
mostly juveniles that will probably die of natural causes
in their first year of life anyway. Therefore the population
of the target species bounces back quickly. Even where
culling is effective, it is an ongoing commitment to
killing large numbers of birds every year, which is not an
attractive prospect. The benefit of such a program must
be very clear.
There may be better (and more humane) solutions to
controlling problem species than culling, but that requires
knowing more about them. And that is where BirdLife has
an important role to play through the contributions of our
members and supporters.

Black-tailed and Bar-tailed Godwits with tags. Broome (see report, p29). Photo by
John McMullan
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Mike Bamford

Golden-headed Cisticola, Adelaide River NT
(see report, p30). Photo by Maris Lauva
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wa branch projects
Results of the Western Australian Hooded
Plover survey, February 2016

location, did not produce any results this year. The Jurien
Bay, Sandy Cape Gypsum mine site yielded three Hooded
Plovers.

Introduction

Acknowledgements to Sean Plozza, Alanna Smith and
Claire Gerrish.

The aim of the annual Western Australian Hooded
Plover survey is to check on the size of the Hooded
Plover population, the recruitment of juveniles and
their distribution in south-western Australia. The survey
coincides with the National Shorebird survey, and this
year was held on 6 and 7 February.
The survey meets one of the conservation strategies
listed in the Western Australian Hooded Plover
Management Plan (Raines 2002): to collect data that will
help focus and prioritise management effort at sites of
importance to Hooded Plovers and locate other, as yet
undiscovered, sites of importance in Western Australia.
The information collected by our volunteers during the
survey supplements information obtained in previous
years (Singor 2015), helps identify conservation threats
and highlights variations in population densities. They
also show the congregation sites favoured by Hooded
Plovers over summer.
Results
The total Hooded Plover count this year was
502 (including 65 juveniles) (Table 1). The main
concentrations of Hooded Plover were in the Esperance
district. Details for each of the surveyed regions are
summarised below.
Northern Wheatbelt
One Hooded Plover was seen on the beach at Two Rocks
during January 2016. Leeman Lagoon, usually a reliable

Perth
No observations were made in the Perth metropolitan
area.
One Hooded Plover was seen mid-January 2016 on
Rottnest Island and was still present there on 23
February 2016 at Government Lake.
Acknowledgements to Colin Heap, Jennie Stock and Josh
Greaves.
Mandurah
The effects of the recent bushfires were quite evident
when surveying in Yalgorup National Park. The fringes
on the east side of Lake Preston all showed fire damage.
Some of the lowest known water levels were recorded at
Lake Clifton, Boundary Lake, Swan Pond and Duck Pond.
Lake Pollard had the highest count of 17 Hooded Plover.
The survey results at Yalgorup National Park were well
below that of previous years.
On the east side of Lake Clifton, just north of the
walkway, a pair of Hooded Plover with one runner were
sighted on 11 February 2016. Large congregations of up
to 25 Hooded Plovers were reported from the western
side of Lake Clifton in mid-January 2016.
Acknowledgements to Myalup Bird Observers Group, Bill
Russell, Bob Paterson, Bill Smart, Craig Lester and Kate
Robinson.

Table 1. Results of Western Australian Hooded Plover survey, 6 and 7 February 2016.

Area

Number of birds counted

Shark Bay to Perth

3 (including 1 juvenile)

Wetlands between Rockingham and Mandurah

0

Beaches from Mandurah to Leschenault Inlet

0

Yalgorup National Park (Yalgorup HPMR)

47

Geographe Bay

0

Beaches from Cape Naturaliste to Augusta (Naturaliste-Augusta HPMR)

50 (including 15 juveniles)

Beaches from Augusta to Broke Inlet

6

Beaches from Broke Inlet (Walpole) to Beaufort Inlet (east of Albany)
(Walpole-Denmark HPMR)

10

Beaches from Beaufort Inlet to Hopetoun (Bremer Bay-Hopetoun HPMR)

15 (including 3 juveniles)

Beaches, coastal and inland lakes east of Hopetoun to Stokes Inlet

2

Beaches Stokes Inlet to Cape Le Grande

8

Esperance Lakes (Lake Gore system to Mullet Lake) (Esperance HPMR)

343 (including 45 juveniles)

Beaches east of Cape Le Grande

16 (including 1 juvenile)

Inland lakes in south west of the State

2

Total

502 (including 65 juveniles)

Note: HPMR = Hooded Plover Management Region.
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Margaret River
The volunteers of the Cape to Cape region obtained near
complete coverage of all their beaches, an outstanding
achievement.
After a good Hooded Plover breeding season we were
interested to find out how many chicks had survived
through to adulthood. The end result from the February
survey produced a total of 15 juveniles for the Cape to
Cape region, a good recruitment outcome.
There were a few observations of larger than normal
groups of Hooded Plovers. Wally Smith counted 12 at
Deepdene Reef on 5 February 2016, of which six were
juveniles. They comprised three groups about 200 metres
apart. Deepdene is under increasing pressure from
vehicles and quad bikes that are making their way onto
the beach.
Natalie Bell had a group of eight Hooded Plovers within
400 metres of each other at Gnarabup Back Beach on 28
February. Also present were pairs of Australian Pied and
Sooty Oystercatchers and three Sanderlings. One Rock
Parrot was seen near Boodjidup Beach.
There were eight four-wheel drive vehicles racing along
the beach as well as two trail bikes at Boranup Beach
during the survey; nevertheless two Hooded Plovers
were sighted. Just days before on 3 February 2016, one
adult and two runners were seen on Boranup Beach. No
Hooded Plovers were sighted along Geographe Bay. At
Gallows Beach, a Hooded Plover was sitting on a nest
with three eggs on 4 February.
Acknowledgements to Jessica Worrall, Jenny Kikeros,
Natalie and Colin Bell, Tracy Skippings, Sally Wylie, Linda
Andrews, Christine Fleay (DPaW), Janet Dufall, Jenny
Smith, Jane Scott, Wally Smith, Boyd Wykes, Suzanne
Hicks, Ian Rooke, Ron Glencross (Dunsborough Coast and
Land Care), Emily Hughes, Jenny Buckley, Alisa Allison,
Logan Anderson, Don Hanran-Smith, Marie and Robert
Ginbey, Steven Castan, Jan and Bruce Macaulay, Jan
and John James, Christine Berrill, Cherry Delfs, Kenneth
Ninyette (DPaW), Peter Randerson, Tony and Dzintra
Hardman, James Burridge, Ian Anderson (DPaW), Kerry
Fleay, Dara Haddow, Ernie Haggett, Phillippa and Robert
Jarvis, Jackie Nichol (City of Busselton), Genevieve
Bernardi, Bel Howse, and Meelup Regional Park
Management Committee.
Walpole-Denmark-Albany
The number of Hooded Plovers counted on the beaches
from Walpole to Albany was low, and they were absent
from many of their usual haunts.
Sightings were made at Anvil Beach, Circus Beach,
Bellanger Beach, Mazzoletti Beach, Black Point and Windy
Harbour. Warren River was open and flowing out to sea.
At the Windy Harbour beach 12 Rock Parrots were seen.
At Two Peoples Bay, two Common Sandpipers and three
Sooty Oystercatchers were seen. The Cape Riche area
was extensively surveyed without any results.
Acknowledgements to Tina Smith, Virginia Jealous,
Andrea Endacott, Christine Wilder, Ross Blechynden,
Fred and Anne Bondin, Michael Burns, Jeanne and Colin
Steele, Beryl Meulenbroek, Timothy Andrews, Shaun
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Welsh, Andrea Deegan, Anne Pollikett, Graeme Dearle,
Barry and Sue Goldsmith, Greg Bremner, Nick and Kath
Shaw, Janine Liddelow, Shaun McHenry, Alison McGilvray,
Chris Goodsell, Chris Spencer, Geoff Taylor, Ron and
Jan Waterman, Michael Nield, Flora Blackwood, Brad
Kneebone and Andrew Dickinson.
Bremer Bay
The high inland rainfall in January had filled up the
coastal inlets, reducing suitable shorebird habitat.
Beaufort Inlet had broken through the sandbar and
was flowing out to sea. Gordon Inlet was very close to
breaking out to sea. St Mary Inlet was full but still had
some estuarine flats and here eight Hooded Plovers were
seen. A pair of Fairy Terns were breeding at Gordon Inlet
(nest with two eggs) as was a pair of Red-capped Plover.
Hooded Plovers bred on a sand island in Wellstead
Estuary and two runners hatched. Water levels dropped
in the estuary allowing four-wheel drive vehicles access
to the sandbar and the former sand island after which
no chicks were seen. Runners were last seen on 14
February. At the main beach at Bremer Bay, five Rock
Parrots were present.
An interesting report was received of Western Quoll
(Chuditch) tracks seen on West Beach, Fitzgerald River
National Park.
Acknowledgements to Ron and Jan Waterman, Anne
Gadsby and Chris Biddulph.
Hopetoun
No breeding was reported at Hopetoun, likely due to
heavy use of beach by dogs, quad bikes and four-wheel
drive vehicles.
John Tucker surveyed 60 km of coast line between
Hopetoun and Lake Shaster, checking out the large
number of coastal lakes lying just inland. Heavy rainfall
of 50-70 mm, in the third week of January, filled some
coastal lakes to the brim leaving no suitable shorebird
habitat. In normal years these would be mostly dry.
As a consequence no Hooded Plovers were seen at the
lakes and only two were seen at a lake near Starvation
Bay. Depending on drainage patterns the rain filled
some of the lakes and left others dry, either way making
them unsuitable for Hooded Plovers. Lakes around Lake
Shaster were all full, although those at the Jerdacuttup
Lakes Nature Reserve were mainly dry. On 28 January,
just before the survey was conducted, 42 Hooded Plovers
were present at East Jerdacuttup. Due to the large
number of feral animals present, these nature reserves
need to be included in the baiting programme.
Acknowledgements to John Tucker.
Esperance
The Hooded Plover survey of the Esperance region
yielded some good counts. The highest count of the
survey came from Lake Kubitch, where there were 216
Hooded Plovers. Lake Warden had 37, Benje Benjenup
Lake had 19 and Yokinup Bay had 9 Hooded Plovers.
Yokinup Bay had less birds than usual due to the Thomas
River estuary being full, which reduced the availability of
suitable habitat for Hooded Plovers, although there were
22 Sooty Oystercatchers and 48 Sanderling.
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Rock Parrots were seen at a number of locations. Three
were seen at Alexander Bay, six in the Duke of Orleans
Bay east of Table Island and another five at Nares Beach.
At Lake Bannitup there were 900 Red-capped Plovers
and 450 Red-necked Stints. Fire had burnt to the water’s
edge on the inlets towards Cape Le Grande Beach.
Acknowledgements to Ken Read, Jean Read, Alan
Hoggart, Mary Hoggart, Mike Gibbs, Dave and Emily
Thornburg (DPaW), Claudia Magana (Southcoast Natural
Resource Management Inc.), Tilo Massenbauer, Caitlin
Jackson, John Richardson, Kathryn Little, Penni Hewett,
David and Dale Johnson, Kim and Pam Norris, Dylan
Gleave, Dave Chadwick, Maxine Gibson, Bradley Hawkins,
Kylie Bishop, Robyn Cail, D. Davies and Jen Ford.
Overview of inland lakes and wetlands after the
January 2016 rain
Extremely heavy rainfall (200 mm) in the south-west
corner of Western Australia around the middle of January
had caused dams, wetlands and lakes to overflow, with
some reaching water levels rarely recorded. On 23
January, Steve Elson provided an update on the wetland
systems throughout the Great Southern.
Pingrup Lakes south of Pingrup were three quarters
full, with water levels flooding the samphire, creating
excellent breeding sites for Red-necked Avocet, Blackwinged Stilt and Red-Kneed Dotterel. Further south
near Ongerup, creek systems and seasonal wetlands
both fresh and brackish were at flood levels with water
flooding into nearby dryland habitats including mallee
scrub. Wetlands south of Jerramungup were almost
completely full with more rainfall expected in the
following week. Wetlands in the Katanning area were at
flood levels with many roads under water. Ewlyamartup
Lake was completely flooded, Coyrecup Lake was three
quarters full, wetlands along the Katanning–Nyabing road
were completely full. Coblinine Lake was completely full
and flooding into nearby dryland habitats. Cranbrook lake
systems were completely full, especially Anderson Lake,
with water levels approximately 1.6 m and rising, and all
samphire flats completely flooded with water running into
dry land habitats. This was the highest water levels Steve
had ever seen in this lake. Bobs Lake was completely full,
with water still running into the lake, while Tom South
Lake, surprisingly, was the only lake in the region to be
partly flooded and with plenty of exposed mud flats. The
three lakes south of Tom South
Lake were completely flooded,
the best Steve had seen since
2006. The lakes in the North
Stirling district including Camel
Lake were completely flooded.
Steve noted breeding by
numerous species: Hoaryheaded Grebe, Australasian
Grebe, Black Swan, Blue-billed
Duck, Australasian Shoveler,
Pink-eared Duck, White-eyed
Duck, Musk Duck, Grey Teal,
Chestnut Teal, Pacific Black
Duck, Black-tailed Native-Hen,
Australian Spotted Crake and
Spotless Crake.
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Hooded Plovers at inland lakes
Hooded Plovers were nesting everywhere, though no
clutches of four eggs were found. One pair was still
raising a fully fledged young bird whilst incubating a new
clutch of three eggs, something Steve had not witnessed
before. All Hooded Plover nests from the post rainfall
event were destroyed by foxes. The evidence of this
could be found around the lakes, where fox numbers
were very high.
The Hooded Plover population from the Cranbrook
district disappeared around the 12 March, possibly due to
predation pressures. Two Hooded Plovers were reported
from Lake Coyrecup.
Acknowledgements to David Secomb and Steve Elson.
Discussion and conclusions
The average annual Hooded Plover count has been 612
based on the results from the past ten surveys (20062015). The total Hooded Plover count this year was 502
(including 65 juveniles). This is about 18% below the 10
year average and about 42% below last year's count.
I will discuss the reasons for some of the large annual
fluctuations in the Hooded Plover survey data.
The Hooded Plover population in Western Australia uses
a wider range of habitat in comparison to the Hooded
Plover population in the Eastern States. Whereas the
population over east is solely concentrated on coastal
beaches, the Western Australian population ventures
far inland and frequents inland lake systems as well as
near coastal lakes and beaches. The Western Australian
Hooded Plover population is mobile and responds to
seasonal weather events. These can be inland drought,
seasonal or unseasonal rainfall impacting on the water
levels of salt lakes and cyclonic events. Hooded Plovers
respond to external pressures such as predation by feral
animals, dogs on beaches, live stock around lakes and
disturbance from recreational activities. These factors
can make it hard to get a complete count, and therefore
make it difficult to interpret the results from a single
annual survey. Partial or full coverage of a site can
further influence the accuracy of the survey.
Margaret River is a good example this year where we
obtained near total coverage of all the beaches and the
survey resulted in the highest count on record for this
region and yielded numerous
breeding records.
Regional assessments
Leeman-Jurien Bay

Hooded Plover, Bremer Bay. Photo by Laurie Boyle

The Leeman and Jurien Bay
salt lakes are important sites
that have only been surveyed
for a couple of years. At
present we do not have enough
accumulated data to draw any
conclusions. One site is located
on a mining lease with limited
access opportunities. Around
10 Hooded Plovers have been
recorded at Leeman Lagoon
during the surveys over the past

Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 160 December 2016

BirdLife WA reports: BWA Branch projects, ctd
three years. None were reported this year. The lagoon is
subject to disturbance from recreational activities. These
lakes might reflect the health of the northern agricultural
Hooded Plover population if these are the sites they move
to over summer.
Yalgorup National Park
The Hooded Plover population at Yalgorup National
Park seems to go through a cyclic pattern. The annual
count has been as high as 177 but generally fluctuates
from slightly more than 100 to as low as 47. This year’s
count was the lowest on record. The population seems
to be gradually trending down. The impact of this year’s
bushfires is unknown. The expectation is that next year’s
count will rebound and be higher, based on previous
cycles. Colour banding has shown that some Hooded
Plovers from Yalgorup National Park move to the lakes
around Wagin and this inland movement could impact on
numbers. However, the Wagin Lakes were dry at the time
of this survey with no birds present.
Margaret River
The Hooded Plover population is stable in the Cape to
Cape region, although there has been a contraction away
from the Geographe Bay area. The Margaret River region
has a healthy breeding population and the Department
of Parks and Wildlife are active in implementing
conservation measures to protect the local population.
Walpole–Albany coast line
The Hooded Plover population along these beaches is
showing signs of gradual decline, and the species has
largely disappeared from all the beaches around Albany.
Albany-Hopetoun coast line
The Pallinup Beach and estuary have supported a small
Hooded Plover population (6). This site has not been
checked much in recent years and the current status
of the population is unknown. Depending on seasonal
factors the inlets such as Gordon Inlet in the Fitzgerald
River National Park (FRNP) can accommodate flocks of
up to a hundred birds. This year no Hooded Plovers were
seen at Gordon Inlet as high rainfall meant there were no
inlet flats and the inlet was close to breaking out to sea.
Point Anne and Saint Mary Inlet, both in FRNP, have had
high counts (20-50) in the past. Coastal access has been
upgraded in these areas.
Jerdacuttup Lakes and Lake Shaster
The Jerdacuttup Lakes Nature Reserve and Lake Shaster
Nature Reserve contain a large number of coastal lakes
of varying sizes. This year the lakes in the Lake Shaster
Nature Reserve were full to the brim with no suitable
habitat available for Hooded Plovers. In contrast the East
Jerdacuttup Lake was nearly dry with no Hooded Plovers
present. In the weeks leading up to the survey, 70 were
recorded in the lake country east of Hopetoun, down
to two during the survey. We do not know where the
Hooded Plovers went. This is an example of how quickly
population numbers can change.
After the Esperance lakes system this is the second most
important region for Western Australian populations of
the Hooded Plover. The chain of lakes just inland from the
coast can hold in excess of 100 birds in good seasons.
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Our survey results are dependent on the suitability of the
lakes habitat. The area is subject to high predation levels.
Esperance lakes system
The Esperance region contains the critical mass of the
West Australian Hooded Plover population. The survey
results from the Esperance Lakes contribute close to
50% of the overall count. Any variations in these counts
impact on the year to year results as is the case this year.
Counts in excess of 200 have come from Lake Warden
and Lake Kubitch and in excess of 100 from Station Lake
and Carbul Lake. If one of these large congregations is
missed or moves to a lake that is not surveyed, it can
cause large variations in the yearly counts. Considering
the high density of suitable salt lakes in the Esperance
district, it is hard to draw any short term conclusions
except to monitor long term trends and recruitment rates
to the population.
In the longer term, the survey results from the Esperance
district are an important barometer of the health of the
Hooded Plover population. Though this year’s count is
lower than the 10 year average and last year’s count
this does not mean the population levels have reduced.
Fluctuations in the Esperance population are not unusual
and need to be considered in the context of other
survey data collected, preferably over a ten year period.
Data collected over longer periods can show changes
in population numbers. When survey data from the
Esperance region is compared with records from the mid1990s it shows a decline in the overall Hooded Plover
population in the Esperance district.
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Photo competitions
The Black and White Birds Photo Competition at the
end of August could include black, white or pied birds and
the images had to be coloured, not monochrome. Good
black and white bird images are more difficult to expose
properly and are thus somewhat lacking in our archives.
Karl Seddon and Athena Georgiou, our judges, were
unanimous in their decisions about their choice of winning
photos. An important element that they focused on was
Page 19

BirdLife WA reports: BWA Branch projects, ctd
that the photos have to be in focus, then the composition
and exposure come into play. Habitat was also something
that is quite important because it adds to the general
‘good feeling’ around a photo (see photos, p64).
The Sooty Oystercatcher taken by Ross Jones won the
vote as the winner. Three things made it stand out to
the judges. Focus was perfect. Exposure was excellent.
Composition was great with enough room around the
bird AND showing its usual habitat. Extras were good eye
contact, clean background and low perspective.
The Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo by Gary Meredith was
second. This is a lovely, dreamy image. Focus on the eye
was nailed. A great habitat photo and it has a cheeky and
appealing feel to it with the parrot looking through the
foliage at the lens.
A good photo of Australasian Darter behaviour by Bill
Lambe was the third and final choice. The photographer
waited for some ‘action’ and captured it. This also showed
the lovely pattern on the wings. The general shape of the
bird in the image is arresting.
The Photo Competition for National Bird Week
in October was themed ‘Birds in Backyards’.The
winner was Gary Meredith with his image of an Australian
Ringneck and the runner up image of a Scarlet Robin
was taken by Jennie Stock. The judges’ comments
accompanied each image (see photos, p64).
Australian Ringneck by Gary Meredith
“I love the use of colour to create a stunning portrait
of a common bird that is often overlooked. The blur of
the yellow flowers contrasts nicely with the sharpness
of the bird. This image encapsulates the atmosphere of
‘spring’”. Georgina Steytler, judge.
“The light and atmosphere of this image really
grabbed my attention. Blurring and colour are used
to create a very effective marriage between subject
and environment. The sharpness of the eye acts as a
grounding focal point drawing your eye into the centre
of the image. The bird is captured engaging in natural
behaviour and the beak full of grass is an interesting
detail which adds to the overall image. I really love
images which capture common, often dismissed birds in a
beautiful way!!” Melissa Zappelli, judge.

Western Ground Parrot update from
Friends of the Western Ground Parrot
Two years ago the Friends of the Western Ground
Parrot started a crowd-funding appeal to get filming of
the proposed documentary Secrets at Sunrise under
way. Many of you have generously contributed to this
campaign or made donations. BirdLife WA kindly donated
$5000 and the Department of Parks and Wildlife and
Perth Zoo have supported the project both financially
and with in-kind contributions. However, the process of
getting the money needed for a one-hour high quality
documentary about the Western Ground Parrot and
the efforts to save it was lengthy, and it was only a
few months ago that the funds required to complete
the documentary were secured through a generous
grant from the State Natural Resource Management
and Royalties for Regions Program. The documentary is
expected to be completed by early autumn next year. A
promotional trailer is available on Vimeo: https://vimeo.
com/164201123
You will recall that on 30 March 2016, 39 delegates from
19 organisations gathered in Western Australia to help
the recovery team create a future for this rare Australian
bird and for other species that share its habitat. The full
workshop report has now been released and is available
for download from the following website: www.cbsg.org/
sites/cbsg.org/files/documents/WGP_Report_FINAL_
Sept2016.pdf
The Friends of the Western Ground Parrot have been
invited to join the Booking.com Community Program
which is providing the organisation with a new way
to raise funds. This is a new program where Booking.
com is working together with community groups
and associations around the world to help them gain
additional funding. For every hotel or accommodation
booking made through the linked page (http://www.
booking.com/?aid=1181719), the Friends will earn 7.5%
of the value of the booking for the first six months, 5%
thereafter. If you are planning a trip and use Booking.
com to reserve your accommodation, you might like to
use the Friends of the Western Ground Parrot’s linked
page and help them raise additional funds.
Anne Bondin

Scarlet Robin (runner up) by Jennie Stock
“The composition of this image caught my attention
immediately. The detailed oak leaves are beautiful and
the bird is positioned nicely within the overall crop of the
image. The background is clean and the mottled blurred
out shades of green complement the overall image. The
bird’s eye is perfectly sharp which provides a grounding
focal point drawing your eye into the image. The colour
and light are soft and beautiful and I love how the little
feet are visible and sharp, creating another interesting
detail.” Melissa Zappelli.
“A beautifully composed photo with the bird looking back
down the branch. The light green ‘bokeh’ is the perfect
‘distraction free’ backdrop to highlight the red breast of
this stunning male robin.” Georgina Steytler.
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Jacky Winter, Photogroup activity, Dryandra. Photo by Ian
Wallace
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Across the Nullarbor: news from
National Office
Hoodies and racehorses
don’t mix
After Prince of Penzance won the 2015 Melbourne Cup
at odds of 100–1, rival trainers started looking closely
at the horse’s preparation. Part of its regime included
regularly running along a sandy beach in south-western
Victoria, and now thundering hooves are a feature of the
beaches in the Belfast Coastal Reserve, between Port
Fairy and Warrnambool. Unfortunately, these beaches are
a hotspot for breeding Hooded Plovers, which are listed
as threatened in Victoria. The disturbance horses cause
to breeding birds, combined with damage to the beach
and the crushing of plover nests are obvious, disastrous
consequences. BirdLife Australia is calling on the local
councils to ban horses from the reserve, and suggests
the racing industry invest in a purpose-built sand track
further inland.

Beak & Feather breakthrough
Australian researchers have unravelled the molecular
makeup of the Psittacine Beak and Feather Disease virus
that threatens some of the world’s most endangered
birds. Captive populations of threatened parrots,
especially Orange-bellied Parrots, are very susceptible to
infection by this virus. It also afflicts the Norfolk Island
Parakeet and Swift Parrots. The disease reduces a bird’s
ability to fight off other health issues, and infected birds
face starvation and even death as their beaks become
soft and they involuntarily moult their feathers. With
the structure of the virus now understood, researchers
have the tools to develop a vaccine to save dwindling
populations of the Orange-bellied Parrot and other
threatened species of parrots.

Naming of birds
Pardalotes – Pardalotidae
Spotted Pardalote - Pardalotus punctatus. In the
early days of settlement the Spotted Pardalote was called
a Diamond Bird after the white spots on the plumage.
Also known as the Headache Bird for its incessant
monotonous calling, and Panther Bird in reference to
the spots on its plumage. Another more recent name is

Miss Piggy – in imitation of the three note call! The name
pardalote comes from Greek, pardalis, leopard; and
pardalotus, spotted like a leopard. ‘Spotted bird spotted
like a leopard’.
Red-browed Pardalote – Pardalotus rubricatus.
Rubricatus comes from Latin rubrico, to colour red and
refers to the slight red streak at the top of the yellow
brow line. ‘Red-coloured bird spotted like a leopard’.
Striated Pardalote – Pardalotus striatus. The striped
or streaked head gives this ubiquitous little bird its
common name. Striatus is Latin for streaked which gives
us ‘streaked bird spotted like a leopard’. This widespread
bird and the many races which were described in the
early days gave rise to many different common names,
many involving the name Diamond bird, as well as
Pickwick, Chip Chip, Chook-chook and others which
mimicked the double note call.
Monticola

Striated Pardalote, Ashfield (see report, p54). Photo by John
McMullan
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Inland Dotterel in the southwest of Western Australia
Recent observations of the Inland Dotterel, Charadrius
australis, suggest that the species has expanded its
range in south-western Australia to at least as far as
Lake Magenta and Jerramungup, and possibly as far
as Katanning and Cranbrook. Fallow wheat fields may
provide a more important habitat than previously
realised.

Historical distribution
The known limits of distribution for Inland Dotterel in
the south-west have changed over time. The Inland
Dotterel began to colonise the wheat belt in the 1930s
and 1940s. Breeding was first reported in 1944 at Yuna
(north-west of Mullewa), and by 1950 it was established
in the northern and north-eastern wheat belt south to
Bunjil (south of Perenjori), Koorda and Nukarni (north of
Merredin) (Johnstone and Storr 1998).
Later, Serventy and Whittell (1976) mentioned that the
western boundary ran from Moora, Cunderdin and down
to Lake Grace, and the species was not present in the
south-west corner of Western Australia. Later still, in
the New Atlas of Australian
Birds (1998-2002) there were
no reports of Inland Dotterel
sightings in the south-west of
Western Australia (Barrett et
al. 2003).
Some recent sightings near
Perth are from November 2010
at Lake McLarty, December
2011 at Thomsons Lake and
November 2013 at Nairns.

Study areas
Steve Elson has been observing Inland Dotterels
intermittently since 2010. His research area ranged from
Katanning to the agricultural lands north of the Fitzgerald
River National Park and up to Lake Grace.
Chris Biddulph has a farm in the West River catchment
which is located to the north of Fitzgerald River National
Park and west of Ravensthorpe. Chris is an experienced
birdwatcher who has observed Inland Dotterel behaviour
and had this bird breeding on his property. His farm
is 60% sheep and 40% mixed cropping and shares a
boundary with the Fitzgerald River National Park. Chris
has conducted a small telephone survey in the West River
area. Several farmers confirmed that they have seen
Inland Dotterels for many years, some as far back as the
1980s/1990s but none have been observed this year.

Habitat
Steve’s observations in the south-west show that Inland
Dotterels do not utilise lands supporting canola crops
as the seedlings produce a large leaf mass covering much
of the land, not allowing for the birds to feed, nest or
camouflage themselves.
Inland Dotterels seem to prefer loamy clay soils, gravelly
soils and land supporting exposed small rocks of whitequartz to gravelly red rocks.
The gravel soils can vary from
grey-brown to red-brown in
colour. The birds were observed
loafing next to exposed rocks
on elevated ground. Most
sightings were of birds located
on undulating landscapes. They
did not seem to use agricultural
lands supporting white sands
or land supporting livestock,
tending instead to utilise
recently ploughed fields,
especially for wheat and barley
crops, moving away from these
sites when the crops started to
develop.

Inland Dotterels are generally
associated with desert and
semi-arid areas of Australia.
They inhabit sparsely
vegetated stony plains and
samphire flats, dry clay pans,
Steve noted that Inland
stubbles and leys in the wheat
Dotterels arrived to breed
belt (Johnstone and Storr
from about March or April and
1998). They are also known to
moved away in July, taking
venture onto ploughed wheat
Inland Dotterel, West River. Photo by Chris Biddulph
advantage of a key breeding
fields. Inland Dotterels are
period within the lower wheat
relatively inactive during the
belt region which tended to be
day, while at night they spread
during the ploughing and seeding period.
out and feed more actively, predominantly on insects.
They may breed any time after rain (Lane 1987).
In June 2016, Inland Dotterels were seen on recently
ploughed fields along Lake Magenta Road, north of
There are probably a number of reasons Inland Dotterels
the Fitzgerald River National Park. It is not known if
are under reported in the south-west:
the heavy rainfall in January 2016 impacted on their
•
harvested wheat fields are not a habitat that gets
distribution. The lakes throughout the Lake Magenta and
much attention from bird watchers,
surrounding area were still full from the major rainfall
event at the beginning of the year.
•
Inland Dotterels are inactive during the day and
have good camouflage, and

•
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typical habitat for Inland Dotterels is not
associated with fields of wheat stubble.

Chris has been observing Inland Dotterels for many
years in the West River district although they have not
been seen on his farm for the past three or four seasons.
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Here they prefer the bare gravelly slopes and hilltops
which have been overgrazed by sheep. Usually arriving in
February or March, they have been observed with chicks
in to May, disappearing when it became cold and wet.
Inland Dotterels have been observed to frequent the
same areas and feeding grounds as Banded Lapwings.
The last flock of eight Inland Dotterels on Chris’ farm
were seen in the autumn of 2012. One female nested and
sat on eggs but disappeared after a week. The nest was
likely predated by foxes, cats or crows.

Distribution and recent records
Steve has recorded Inland Dotterels at Jerramungup
Airstrip, near Lake Magenta, and near Lake Grace. Two
pairs located at the Jerramungup airstrip on 3 June 2013
were monitored over a period of seven weeks. They
moved on when the crops opposite the airstrip became
too high. The last sighting was on 28 July 2013. On 13
June 2016 four Inland Dotterels were again seen at the
Jerramungup airstrip.
On the 3 and 4 June 2016 fields were checked from
Jerramungup north to Lake Magenta, and five Inland
Dotterels (two adults and three juveniles) were located
along Magenta Road.
On 5 June 2016 numerous fields were checked between
Ongerup and Pingrup and Nyabing to Newdegate, but
only one pair of Inland Dotterel was located 3 km from
the western end of Lake Grace, on a freshly ploughed
field. These surveys were conducted a bit late in the
season.
The most recent sighting was one bird on 7 July 2016
about 1 km outside of Jerramungup on the road. It was
seen at night and pressed itself to the ground and could
readily be approached.

Anecdotal evidence
The owner of the farming property that includes Bobs
Lake has kept records of birds dating back to the 1960s.
He mentioned that he gets Inland Dotterels on one of
his fields most years and always during the ploughing
and seeding times. Bobs Lake is between Cranbrook and
Wagin along Brick House Road.
Another farmer whose property is located 45 km east
of Katanning mentioned he had Inland Dotterels on his
freshly ploughed fields most years. He was approached
on 12 June 2016 and identified Inland Dotterel from
pictures in a field guide.
In response to an article Steve wrote for the local
Jerramungup journal, a local farmer replied on 12 June
2010. He advised that he had a farm at Gairdner, 40 km
south of Jerramungup, where he had a pair of Inland
Dotterels nesting with three eggs. He said that they don't
arrive every year, only in good years, and mentioned that
a lot of farmers notice the nests.

a shallow bowl structure in loamy red clay soil opposite
the Jerramungup runway.

General information
Chris has observed Red-capped Plovers in their hundreds
during dry years on his sandy, bare paddocks and
breeding was confirmed.
At times, Inland Dotterels (clutch generally 3 eggs),
Banded Lapwings (clutch generally 4 eggs) and Redcapped Plovers (clutch generally 2 eggs) nested in the
same paddocks over the same period, in autumn (March
and April). Banded Lapwings will breed all year round
when conditions are right.

Conclusions
There is seasonal movement of Inland Dotterels into
the lower agricultural region from February onwards,
although this pattern is not consistent each year. In
this area, Inland Dotterels show a preference for fallow
wheat fields and recently ploughed paddocks. After
breeding, they leave the district when the weather turns
cold around May to July. Recent records have come from
Lake Grace, Lake Magenta, Jerramungup and along the
northern boundary of Fitzgerald River National Park
to about 35 km west of Ravensthorpe; most of these
records are south and west of the previously known
distribution in south-western Australia.
Anecdotal evidence suggests that their breeding range
may well extend to the Cranbrook and Katanning
agricultural areas, but further surveys will be required to
determine whether that is the case.
Chris Biddulph and Steve Elson
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Breeding behaviour
Steve on one occasion observed the male scratching out
a bowl whilst the female was by his side as if to initiate
nest construction. A close inspection of the site revealed
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THE STATUS OF INVASIVE SPECIES
IN THE PERTH AND MANDURAH
DISTRICTS
Many species of birds have invaded the south-west in
historical times, primarily during the 20th century (Storr
1991). Some of them have settled and now breed here,
and are permanent members of the south-west avifauna

(Storr 1991). Also, some species have extended their
ranges within the south-west. The status of all these
species is not readily obtainable however, so this article
deals with those species in the Perth and Mandurah
districts as defined by Stranger (2003 a, b). The following
list shows the persistence or increasing abundances
of those species. The records come from the literature
published before 1977 (the Historic Atlas Database) and
the participants in the Bird Atlas schemes.

The Perth District
Abbreviations
HAD: Historical Atlas Database, 1900-1976. 1704 surveys.
1FAD: First Atlas Database, 1977-1981. 1394 surveys.

2FAD: Second Atlas Database, 1998-2002. 4704 surveys.
NAD: New Atlas Database, 2003-2013 to date. 6341 surveys.
RR: Reporting Rate (%).

The Birds
Species

HAD
records

HAD
RR%

1FAD
records

1FAD
RR%

2FAD
records

2FAD
RR%

NAD
records

NAD
RR%

Australian Wood Duck
Known in colonial times but very rare
until the late 1940s to the mid 1950s
(Storr 1991:38).

28

1.64

203

14.63

1147

24.43

1649

26.00

Pink-eared Duck
Not recorded in the south-west until
1896 (Storr 1991:37).

28

1.64

103

7.39

232

4.93

338

5.33

Australasian Shoveler
Rare in the south-west in colonial
times and still so in the early 20th
century (Storr 1991:37).

24

1.40

204

14.63

504

10.74

819

12.92

4

0.24

13

0.93

205

4.36

716

11.29

4

0.06

Crested Pigeon
Unknown in the south-west before the
20th century (Storr 1991:75).
Black-faced Cormorant
Query identification. Records of the
species during the second Field Atlas
scheme (1998-2002) were dismissed
as being immature birds of the Little
Pied Cormorant.
Great Egret
Very rare visitor to the south-west
until 1917. Continuous occurrence
since. Numbers steadily increased
until the mid 1960s (Storr 1991:28).

38

2.23

277

19.86

899

19.11

915

14.43

Cattle Egret
First reported in the south-west in
1952 (Storr 1991:29).

19

1.12

10

0.72

33

0.70

8

0.13

Little Egret
Recorded in the south-west since 1965
(Storr 1991:28).

2

0.12

24

1.72

124

2.63

117

1.85

Glossy Ibis
Very rare visitor to the south-west
until 1954 (Storr 1991:31).

7

0.41

26

1.87

16

0.34

177

2.79

Australian White Ibis
Not recorded in the south-west until
1952 (Storr 1991:31).

21

1.23

217

15.57

1578

33.61

2363

37.27

Straw-necked Ibis
First recorded in the south-west in
1892 (Storr 1991:31).

38

2.23

193

13.85

540

11.50

927

14.62

Page 24

Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 160 December 2016

Members’ contributions, ctd
Species

HAD
records

HAD
RR%

1FAD
records

1FAD
RR%

2FAD
records

2FAD
RR%

NAD
records

NAD
RR%

Royal Spoonbill
First recorded in the south-west
in 1924. Very rare and infrequent
visitor until the influx in 1943 (Storr
1991:32).

5

0.29

1

0.07

3

0.06

6

0.10

Yellow-billed Spoonbill
First recorded in the south-west
in 1920, but rare until 1965 (Storr
1991:32).

3

0.18

56

4.02

789

16.81

818

12.90

Little Eagle
Not known south of Moora in the first
quarter of the 20th century (Storr
1991:42).

22

1.29

117

8.39

212

4.52

239

3.77

Nankeen Kestrel
Not known as far west as York
and Toodyay in the 1840s (Abbott
1999:46).

65

3.82

432

30.99

472

10.03

577

9.10

Banded Lapwing
Colonisation of the Swan Coastal
Plain began in 1911-1920 and was
completed in the 1930s (Storr
1991:53).

46

2.70

61

4.35

70

1.49

87

1.37

Black-tailed Godwit
Not recorded in the south-west until
1936 (Storr 1991:57).

5

0.29

22

1.58

3

0.06

12

0.19

Bar-tailed Godwit
Not recorded in the south-west until
1931 (Storr 1991:57).

23

1.35

96

6.89

55

1.17

28

0.44

Roseate Tern
It has extended its range south from
the Abrolhos Islands in historical times
(Storr 1991:70).

16

0.94

12

0.86

6

0.13

Bridled Tern
Not recorded south of the Abrolhos
Islands until 1889 (Storr 1991:71).

21

1.23

37

2.65

39

0.83

20

0.32

6

0.35

1

0.02

13

0.21

Galah
It is not possible to differentiate
between birds which have invaded the
Perth district and those which were
feral in the 1960s and which may have
bred, but it is definitely extending its
range southwards.

36

2.11

349

25.04

1846

39.32

3071

48.43

Regent Parrot
Originally scarce and patchily
distributed in the central and southern
interior of the south-west (Storr
1991:77).

14

0.82

14

1.00

69

1.47

161

2.54

Elegant Parrot
First visited the Swan Coastal Plain in
1943 (Storr 1991:81).

10

0.58

28

2.00

80

1.70

95

1.50

6

0.09

42

0.66

Gull-billed Tern
Not recorded in the south-west until
1953 (Storr 1991:68).

Blue-breasted Fairy-wren
Query identification.
White-winged Fairy-wren
Extended its range on the Swan
Coastal Plain south to Perth in the 20th
century (Storr 1991:116).

18
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Species

HAD
records

HAD
RR%

1FAD
records

1FAD
RR%

2FAD
records

2FAD
RR%

NAD
records

NAD
RR%

Black-faced Woodswallow
Not recorded in the south-west until
1889/1900 (Storr 1991:135).

43

2.52

120

8.61

145

3.08

266

4.19

Magpie-lark
Formerly only a non-breeding visitor
to the Swan Coastal Plain but it had
colonised the plain by the mid 1930s
(Storr 1991:134).

84

4.93

572

41.03

2487

52.97

3705

58.43

White-backed Swallow
It didn’t colonise the northern third
of the Swan Coastal Plain until the
20th century (Storr 1991:96). It is not
resident but occasionally irrupts south
into the Perth district.

11

0.65

42

3.01

7

0.15

9

0.14

The Mandurah District
Abbreviations
HAD: 416 surveys. 1FAD: 373 surveys. 2FAD: 1403 surveys.

NAD: 1086 surveys.

The Birds
Species

HAD
records

HAD
RR%

Australian Wood Duck

6

1.44

Pink-eared Duck

4

Australasian Shoveler

5

Crested Pigeon

1FAD
records

1FAD
RR%

2FAD
records

2FAD
RR%

NAD
records

NAD
RR%

41

11.00

147

10.48

139

12.80

0.96

7

1.88

20

1.43

22

2.03

1.20

19

5.09

44

3.14

58

5.34

1

0.24

2

0.54

77

5.49

102

9.39

Great Egret

18

4.33

92

24.67

144

10.26

110

10.13

Cattle Egret

9

2.16

1

0.27

2

0.14

6

0.55

Little Egret

5

1.20

9

2.41

78

5.56

63

5.80

Glossy Ibis

5

1.20

1

0.27

11

0.78

24

2.21

Australian White Ibis

9

2.16

18

4.83

168

11.97

169

15.56

20

4.81

45

12.06

75

5.35

116

10.68

Royal Spoonbill

4

0.96

3

0.21

2

0.18

Yellow-billed Spoonbill

1

0.24

2

0.54

100

7.13

122

11.23

Straw-necked Ibis

Little Eagle

5

1.20

27

7.24

29

2.07

23

2.12

Nankeen Kestrel

20

4.81

96

25.74

71

5.06

85

7.83

Banded Lapwing

16

3.85

32

8.58

14

1.00

Black-tailed Godwit

4

0.96

5

1.35

13

0.93

17

1.57

Bar-tailed Godwit

7

1.68

43

11.53

48

3.42

14

1.29

Bridled Tern

6

6.90

10

2.70

19

1.35

8

0.74

Roseate Tern

3

0.72

2

0.54

3

0.28

Gull-billed Tern

3

0.72

1

0.09

Galah

1

0.24

12

3.22

171

12.19

249

22.93

Regent Parrot

8

1.92

33

8.85

50

3.56

86

7.92

Elegant Parrot

7

1.68

23

6.17

12

0.86

25

2.30

Variegated Fairy-wren
Query identification.

3

0.28

Blue-breasted Fairy-wren
Query identification.

2

0.18
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Species

HAD
records

HAD
RR%

White-winged Fairy-wren
Also observed near Dwellingup (Abbott
1999:48), the birds presumably
entering the district from the east. It
seems to be a very mobile species.
White-cheeked Honeyeater
Storr (1991:127) gives its range
south to the Swan River on the
mid west Swan Coastal Plain. It is
another species extending its range
southwards.

1FAD
records

1FAD
RR%

1

0.27

2FAD
records

2FAD
RR%

NAD
records

NAD
RR%

1

0.24

1

0.27

5

0.36

45

4.14

Black-faced Woodswallow

13

3.12

59

15.82

31

2.21

29

2.67

Magpie-lark

23

5.53

143

38.43

243

17.32

197

18.14

1

0.07

White-backed Swallow
Recorded in the north of the district
in the mid 1980s, and since south to
Lake Coolungup. It is not resident in
the area but sometimes irrupts into it.

Discussion
Though subject to the vagaries of observations, the
above data show the degree to which various species
have invaded and established themselves in the southwest, have a more tenuous occurrence, or have extended
their ranges within it. Some (e.g. Australian White Ibis,
Crested Pigeon, Galah, Magpie-lark) show continuing
increases in abundance, others a persistence, and some
have a less consistent status or reveal a decline in
abundance since the first Field Atlas scheme.
The differences in abundances between the Perth and
Mandurah districts may partly be due to less observations
in the latter, but show a definite trend towards lesser
occurrences to the south.
Most species have invaded from the north (e.g. egrets,
ibis, spoonbills, Crested Pigeon, Galah) but the Banded
Lapwing came from east of WA (Storr 1991). Others
which already occurred in the south-west (e.g. Little
Eagle, Nankeen Kestrel, Regent Parrot, Elegant Parrot)
extended their ranges onto the coastal plain. European
settlement was undoubtedly a factor in extension of
range of some species, but cannot account for the influx
and establishment of waterbirds on the mainland and the
extensions of range in the oceanic terns, some of which
are related to changes in the Leeuwin Current (Dunlop
and Wooller 1986). The southward extensions in range
of species such as the Crested Pigeon and Galah would
seem to be due to climate change, as well as opening up
of the area for agriculture and the provision of permanent
water.

anthropogenic disturbance. CALM Science Supplement
5, 1-176.
Dunlop, J. N., and Wooller, R. D. (1986). Range
extensions and the breeding seasons of seabirds
in south-western Australia. Records of the Western
Australian Museum 12, 389–394.
Storr, G. M. (1991). Birds of the South-West Division of
Western Australia. Records of the Western Australian
Museum, Supplement No. 35, 1-150.
Stranger, R. H. (2003a). Birds of the Mandurah District,
Western Australia. (R. H. Stranger: Perth).
Stranger, R. H. (2003b). Birds of the Perth District,
Western Australia. (R. H. Stranger: Perth).
Robert Stranger
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Partridge Pigeon, Kakadu NT (see report,
p30). Photo by Maris Lauva
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MORE ON NUMBERS OF EASTERN
CURLEW IN SOUTH-WESTERN
AUSTRALIA
Marcus Singor’s article ‘Eastern Curlew distribution in
Western Australia - Part 1. Perth-Esperance District’
(WABN 158) presented evidence for an apparent
decline in the abundance of this critically endangered
species in the Mandurah area. The maximum number
seen in the northern Peel Inlet during 2011-2016 has
been less than ten birds. In 1996-1997 and 1998-1999,
Lane et al. (2002a, b) counted maxima of 19 and 24
birds respectively throughout the Peel-Harvey Estuary,
with all of these birds being found in Peel Inlet, mostly
on the northern side. Singor (2016) adjusted these
numbers to more-conservative estimates of 18 and 15
respectively (these being the highest counts of birds in
single Peel Inlet survey sectors in these years) to account
for possible movement of birds between sectors over
different days and incorporated the adjusted numbers
into ‘Figure 1. Highest annual counts for Eastern Curlews
at Peel Inlet, 1994 to 2016’.
There are some additional data that can be added to
those reported by Singor and which support his case for
a decline in the abundance of this species on Peel Inlet,
these being the numbers of Eastern Curlew reported
by Lane and Pearson (2002). These authors reported
a maximum count of 34 Eastern Curlew in Peel-Harvey
Estuary in 1976-1977, substantially more than the 19
and 24 birds counted in 1996-1997 and 1998-1999
and Singor’s adjusted maxima of 18 and 15. All of the
1976-1977 birds were counted in northern Peel Inlet.
By survey month the counts were Aug 1976: 8; Oct ‘76:
22; Dec ‘76: 23; Feb ‘77: 34; Apr ‘77: 4 and Jun ‘77: 1,
similar to the seasonal pattern of abundance indicated
by Singor’s Figure 2. Of the 34 birds counted in February
1977, 33 were counted in sector 2 (northern Peel Inlet
from the old Mandurah Traffic Bridge to the Sticks (Styx)
Channel islands and shallows, to the eastern end of the
Creery Marshes) and one was counted on the following
day in sector 4, immediately to the west. The count of 33
birds can be added directly to Singor’s Figure 1, further
emphasising the decline in abundance of this species at
Peel Inlet.
Jaensch et al. (1993) reported counts of 23 Eastern
Curlew at ‘King River Mouth’, 12 birds at ‘Peel Inlet
Entrance’ and 11 at ‘Creery Marshes’ as being the highest
numbers counted in south-western Australia (Kalbarri
to Cape Arid) in the period 1981-1992. The Peel Inlet
Entrance and Creery Marshes locations are both within
the general area of northern Peel Inlet and the numbers
of birds counted there (12 and 11 respectively) are not
inconsistent with the declining trend suggested by Singor.
The single count of 23 Eastern Curlew referred to by
Jaensch et al. (1993) appears to be quite unusual for the
south coast of Western Australia. It substantially exceeds
the three Eastern Curlews seen at ‘Lower King’ in 1989
and 1990 and the 1–3 birds sighted nearby (Oyster and
Albany harbours) and elsewhere on the south coast
during the past century, as collated by Singor, and the
single birds recorded by Lane (1976) at Hardy inlet in
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the mid-1970s (see below). On the other hand, Carter
(1923), quoted by Singor, referred to Eastern Curlew and
Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus as being ‘fairly common’
at Albany and Oyster harbours in the early 1900s. It
seems clear from the wording of Carter’s accounts of
other species in this paper that he was not referring here
to multiple sightings of single birds, but was instead
referring to larger numbers. Whether he was referring
to gatherings of 3, 5, 10 or more birds of either species,
however, cannot be determined from his paper. Perhaps
there were gatherings of more than 20 Eastern Curlew
here in the early 1900s and the 1981-1992 record of 23
birds has historical precedents.
The 1981-1992 record appeared in brief in the
Observations section of WABN 46, with a precise date,
this being 5th March 1988. I have recently located a
copy of the original RAOU data entry form for this
record and this confirms these 23 Eastern Curlew were
recorded, along with one Whimbrel and a variety of other
waterbirds, on 5 March 1988 at ‘Shell Bay – lower King
River’, by experienced birdwatcher Dot Kingston. After
talking recently with Dot, I believe we can have a high
degree of confidence in this count. As March is one of
the principal months of departure of Eastern Curlew from
southern Australia to their far northern breeding grounds,
perhaps this was a recently formed flock of previously
scattered south coast birds, about to embark.
Some other historical observations of Eastern Curlew in
the south-west that can also be usefully mentioned here
are one bird on Hardy Inlet (Blackwood River Estuary) in
May and July 1974 and February and June 1975 (Lane
1976); one bird on Vasse Estuary on 14 March 1998
(Lane et al. 2007) and one bird on Leschenault Inlet
on 14 and 16 December 1973, 3 January 1977 and 11
February 1977 (J. Lane, unpublished data).
It is also worthwhile noting that Carter’s 1923 paper,
while titled ‘Birds of the Broome Hill District’, reports bird
and other observations over a much larger portion of
the south-west than the title suggests. They extend as
far afield as the Collie River, Cape Naturaliste and Cape
Leeuwin to the west, Denmark and Albany (including
offshore islands) to the south, Gnowangerup to the east
and Williams River to the north and span the years 1900
to 1922. Many quite-detailed observations are from Lake
Muir and adjacent freshwater swamps, and from the
Vasse River at Busselton.
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Broome Bird Observatory
Course
“Down on the left” — the two-way radio crackled to life.
“In front of the car, a flock of Oriental Plovers” exclaimed
Nigel Jackett, a warden of the Broome Bird Observatory
(BBO). We were travelling in a convoy of two, heading
onto the grasslands of Roebuck Plains on the first day of
our BBO birding course.
My memories of past visits
flooded back. I’d thought I’d
become used to photographing
‘lifers’ up here, but nothing could
prepare me for such a stunning
start to the course. We slowed
and stopped and I looked over
and saw about 20 birds facing
the sun, eyes bulging, lined up
like little soldiers. As we made
our way out on the plains more
‘lifers’ were sighted by others
in the convoy, with breeding
plumage Red-backed Fairy-wrens,
Horsfield’s Bushlarks, Cisticolas,
Brolgas, Little Friarbirds and Redwinged Parrots to name but a
few. We all knew where this was
leading to … the awesome Yellow
Chat.

each species and to watch them regularly flush in fear of
predators.
Sound plays a big part in birding at BBO, whether it
be the early morning melodious mimicking of a Pied
Butcherbird, or the whispering of the tide as it ebbs and
flows in Roebuck Bay. But for me the greatest thrill comes
from the chirping and calling of the 120 000 migrant
shorebirds as they swirl and whirl their way around the
bay or the chirping and twittering as they nervously await
the turning of the tide so they can escape predators by
retreating to the mud sandflats.
That afternoon we returned to the office to be treated to
wonderful explanations on how we should approach the
tricky task of identifying the sandpipers, plovers, terns
and raptors of Broome. The bill, leg colour, breeding
plumage, tail shape, flight patterns, head shape and on
it went as John Graff shared with us his knowledge of
birds. No amount of reading can match a session like
this. And we learned about habits and habitat so that
we could make sense of our own bird walks. We learned
that Roebuck Bay was rated as the fifth most important
migratory shorebird habitat in the world. That night we
went on a night drive and to John’s and Nigel’s delight
we saw up close a Little Spotted Snake and a Sand-plain
Gecko.
Next morning was memorable. After a brief training
session by Chris Hassell, each
person was assigned a role and
we proceeded to the bay to
participate in cannon netting. This
is the capture of birds to band
them and to acquire biometric
data (measuring) in order to
find out about their movements,
migration routes, survival rates
and metabolism (see photo,
p15). We hid until an explosion
shattered the silence and then
there was a mad scramble. Some
of us carried equipment, the rest
raced to the nets to begin putting
the shorebirds in their cages.

One hundred and ninety birds
were captured and over the next
four hours in 40-degree heat,
20 brave volunteers recorded
the vital data and applied
the tags. Anyone who doubts
Brahminy Kite, Broome (see also pp13, 15, 45).
Stories abound of those who’ve
the importance of this critical
Photo by John McMullan
seen them and those who’ve
collection of scientific data need
travelled thousands of kilometres
only reflect on the prospect of
only to miss out. And so I was relieved when I saw yellow 100 000 birds flying out of Broome heading for the tundra
specks in the distance as the sun sank precariously to
only to find that the food sources have precariously
the horizon. Fortuitously, we got close enough for the
diminished because of the premature melting of the
prerequisite photos. My heart goes out to those twitchers
snow. Or those that starve because when they arrive in
who’ve yet to see these sought after gems.
the Yellow Sea, development has eliminated the mudflats
that are critical to their nourishment. The East-Asia
Next morning, we quietly made our way along a ridge
Australian region is the most vulnerable of the world
in Roebuck Bay and set up three ‘scopes to peer at
migratory systems because it sits in a rapidly developing
shorebirds as they congregated on their high tide roost.
economic environment.
They were waiting for the tide to turn so they could feed
on the invertebrates that were in the mud sandflats.
Next morning, we headed to the Little Crab Creek
We took it in turns to learn identifying characteristics of
mangroves. A note of caution. Anyone who approaches
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 160 December 2016
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a mangrove in the north of the state should be suitably
clothed and sprayed. Not following these guidelines could
result in the most painful and ugly welts from sand-fly
bites. On the way we were entertained by an acrobatic
Black Kite as it proceeded to drop a flip-flop and catch
it before it hit the ground. In the space of one hour we
saw Common Redshanks, Royal Spoonbills, a Fork-tailed
Swift, Swamp Harriers, Black-necked Storks, Broad-billed
Flycatchers, both mangrove-dwelling whistlers and a
Dusky Gerygone.

that are on offer and I urge you to ask the staff as many
questions as you like to enhance your knowledge. They
love their role and take great pleasure in promoting this
very unique part of Australia and is a very special place
for Australian birds.

That afternoon we returned to the lecture room and
were spellbound as we heard about the astonishing
achievements of the migratory shorebirds. In addition
to some of them travelling 24 000 kilometres on a
round trip during their breeding cycle we learned that
they increased their body weight by 70 per cent prior to
flying. As usual that night we had our birdcall and were
delighted to exceed 100 species. But the highlight every
night was the astonishing dinners we were served. Jaime,
Emelia and Anne laboured every day to nourish us with
the most amazing food … three times a day! Each night
was named after a world migratory route and the food
tailored to national dishes. The menus were chalked on
the entry board and we could not help but be enticed by:

The Great Big road Trip

Central Asian Flyway
Toro Dal Tadka
Madras Yeeda Beef Fried Rice
Roite and Pappadums
Cumin Roated Cauliflower
Gailu Ka Halwa
The camp kitchen is unique and special. It’s where you
can watch the birds visit the bird bath. You can witness
the breeding plumage of the Great Bowerbird, the
goshawks’ glare, the finch’s cuteness. It’s a place where
you can share conviviality with people from all over
Australia. There is an obvious mood of respect by all who
are present, for the environment, for the birds and for
each other.
Next morning the delights kept coming. We journeyed
to Barred Creek and in addition to a Lemon-bellied
Flycatcher we had good sightings of Brown Booby and a
Lesser Frigatebird in flight. There was a good assortment
of freshwater shorebirds at the point for us study through
the ‘scope. We then journeyed to a very special birding
site. Nimarlarragun Lake has a history of being host to
very rare birds, including the Oriental Honey Buzzard,
Yellow Bittern, Oriental Reed Warbler and Garganey and
it lived up to its reputation as a Magpie Goose landed
while we were there. A Dollarbird, a Black-necked Stork,
some Brolgas and a Barn Swallow were among the many
special birds we were able to view.

John McMullan

For some time Claire Gerrish and I had been planning a
trip from Perth up the Great Central Road from Laverton
to Uluru, then through Kakadu, Darwin, Victoria Highway,
Kununurra, Broome and home. We eventually organised
this for 13 June to early August 2016.
It is impossible to provide a detailed trip report in the
space available so this report will just touch on some of
the highlights. Claire Gerrish, Sue Abbotts, Xenia Dennet,
Robin Ashford, Peter White and I planned to meet up at
Laverton, travel together to Alice Springs and from then
on split off at various times to go our own ways.
Robin, Claire and I started from Perth in rain and finished
the first night at Credo, safely navigating the very
slippery roads. From there, on to Laverton to meet up
with the others and the start of the Great Central Road
which we traversed in four days. One diversion south
on Point Sunday Road for the first night, to a campsite
just across Anne Beadell Highway. On the way in we saw
profusions of Crimson Chats. On the way out came one of
our magic moments. We were surrounded by many flocks
of Budgerigars and Cockatiels in the trees and flying by.
The second day yielded another few magic moments
when we found ourselves in the middle of what seemed
to be thousands of Masked Woodswallows flying around
from ridiculously high to down low, even perching on the
low trees at times.
Three more days on this road, past the Olgas to Uluru
(ice on the tents at night). The Central Road did not
live up to the bad stories we had heard. It had rained
recently but puddles and bogs had comfortable bypasses,
corrugations were not severe and if you were loony
enough to try, your little micro car would have got
through OK.
Noticeably warming once we headed north, the Stuart
Highway offered many birding sites. We saw Banded
Whiteface and Cinnamon Quail-thrush courtesy of Sue
who knew what she was looking for and where to find it.

Next morning, we took the Dampier Creek Road route
to town and were treated to a close up of an Australian
Pratincole and an adult and juvenile Wedge-tailed Eagles.
Around the cattle, Brolgas strode away with purpose and
flocks of Little Curlews and Oriental Plovers grazed in the
distance. After checking out the well-known Streeter’s
Jetty hoping to catch sight of the Red-headed Honeyeater
we finished at the sewerage ponds where the Plumed
Whistling-Duck was in abundance.

In addition to the ‘where to find birds in Australia’
books available, you should look for (out of print) Niven
McCrie’s ‘Finding Birds in the NT and Top End’. This book
it is of great value as a bird guide for specific species and
places from Alice Springs to Kakadu and Darwin through
to the Western Australian border. We used it as our
primary reference in the Northern Territory. As always,
Frank O’Connor’s notes were very useful once back
across the border in Western Australia.

For those who’ve never been to the BBO I can fully
recommend it. I strongly suggest you take all four tours

On to Alice Springs which had experienced hailstorms a
few days previously, but there was no sign of them when
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we got there even though the Todd
River had (briefly) run. It was here
that Sue and Xenia left us. The
books say Channel-billed Cuckoos
do not appear in Alice Springs. We
thought about that whilst watching
a Channel-billed Cuckoo fledgling
demanding food from a Little Crow.
The East MacDonnell Ranges were
a highlight. Only a couple of days in
Alice Springs and then north again.
Mataranka for another couple of
days was very productive for birds
and the hot spring provided some
relief for aged bodies. We saw the
first of our Gouldian Finches at
Edith Falls a little further north.
Robin left us there for a speed run
back to Perth and it was just Claire,
Pete and me.

The caravan park had Northern
Scrub-robin.
And then we were finally going
back south and west, heading for
Western Australia. By now days
were beginning to blur in my mind.
We had all been seeing ‘lifers’ and
every special day was marked by
champagne. (If we only saw one
or two ‘lifers’ that didn’t qualify for
a bottle!) I must admit we went
through five bottles of it though.
Perhaps that explains the blur.
We saw Great-billed Heron across
the river from the boat ramp at
Katherine Gorge. Purple-crowned
Fairy-wrens were hopping along
at the edge of the caravan park at
Victoria River. Many Barking Owls
there made themselves known at
dusk. Still Bush-Stone Curlews at
night. I almost tripped over one on
the way to the loo.

Pine Creek is a reliable place for
Hooded Parrots. We arrived there
in the middle of the day and found
them in the trees around the ponds
After Keep River and the Whitein the centre of the town. On to
Rufous Owl, Darwin Botanical Gardens (see
quilled Rock-Pigeon we were back
Kakadu and our first night there
also pp3, 10, 13, 15, 27, 63). Photo by Maris
in Western Australia. We went
camping at Gunlom with nearly
Lauva
down a badly washed out track
three weeks into the trip. Bush
(Thompson’s Spring Road) that led
Stone-curlews were calling around
to the shore of Lake Argyle just over the border. There
the campground and from here to Kununurra they were
an almost permanent fixture. We recorded them 17 times were many waterbirds and in the morning very good
views of Horsfield’s Bushlark and Tawny Grassbird with
and often saw them flitting through the night lights. We
Black-tailed Treecreeper on the way in and out. Gouldian
spent four nights more in Kakadu, staying at Jabiru. We
Finches, including juveniles were at the intersection of
only realised when we arrived there that it was a dry
the track and the highway. Encouragingly, it was our third
town!
sighting of them.
Kakadu was a disappointment in some ways. In addition
Still two and a bit weeks to go. We had been looking
to several bad wet seasons the controlled burn regime
forward to Kununurra for finches but by the time we
there appears to be destroying habitat on a large scale.
arrived there we had seen most of them. Yellow-rumped
We drove through countryside that looked as if it was
Mannikins had been seen at Policeman’s Point back in
burnt every year. Some of the places that had been
the Northern Territory but Pictorella Mannikins evaded
described as open woodland were now nothing but first
us and we did not even catch a glimpse of them. The
or second year regrowth and any understory was only
feral grasses. Feral pigs were common. Every day we saw White-browed Crake was finally seen by all and this
was harder to get than as advertised. Whilst staying in
smoke and fires. So sad, and similar throughout much
Kununurra we visited Wyndham where once again we
of the Northern Territory. The only firemen we saw were
saw Gouldian Finches – in the caravan park birdbath! At
lighting the fires. We worked hard though and after three
Parry’s Lagoon we saw a group of photographers right on
days of searching were rewarded with Chestnut-quilled
the edge, oblivious to the large ‘Salty’ we’d seen nearby.
Rock-Pigeon, possibly the best bird of the trip. Partridge
A local guide apparently, who had thought there were no
Pigeon was a lucky find on the side of the road as we
crocodiles there!
zoomed past. ‘Lifers’ were becoming common as muck.
Despite the ravages of deliberate fires we were still
seeing some good habitat and picking up good birds.
We did a couple of boat trips and unless your interest
is crocodiles forget Yellow Waters. Expensive, crowded
and a tourist trap. No birds. Far better was Corroboree
Lagoon on the Mary River where the guides went to pains
to look at any birds we saw.
Fogg Dam was dry and covered in smoke as we headed
into Darwin. Crimson Finches loved it though. The best
Darwin birding spots for us were the botanic gardens
for Rufous Owl (the visitor’s information centre has a
sightings book), Holmes Jungle for Rose-crowned Fruitdove and others and Howard Springs for Rainbow Pitta.
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 160 December 2016

At this point we came to the final parting of the ways.
Claire and I headed towards Broome and eventually
home and Pete stayed to keep looking (unsuccessfully)
for Pictorella Mannikins and other hard stuff.
We had eight weeks away in total, experiencing changing
habitat and bird sets weekly, almost daily. A challenge
every day and rewards just as often. As a bonus we
totally missed the election campaign and aftermath. In
all, 275 species were seen. We all had ‘lifers’, some a lot
more than others! Magpie-larks were seen every day.
Not one Emu until we were halfway to Wongan Hills from
Paynes Find.
Maris Lauva
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Great Knot on 80-MILE BEACH
On a recent holiday at 80 mile Beach Caravan Park, I was
delighted to photograph these Great Knots just south
of the park on 28 August 2016. The weather was very
dull, so the photographs are not the best, but some birds
had flags on their legs, so I thought it would be of some
interest. I was able to read the number of the Great
Knot with the yellow flag, 1X3CK or very close. I could
not read the knot with the black and white rings or flag,
as I didn’t want to get too close and disturb them from
feeding. It was very low tide on that day, and I didn’t see
them again.
This is a note from my diary on that day—”About
11am I decided to take the camera and have a look
along the beach for any migratory waders, much to
my amazement, the tide was very low and some small
shorebirds, being Red-capped Plovers and Greater Sand
Plovers busy chasing and feeding.”
“When I was just about to return to the caravan,
I spotted a large, black mass of birds about half a
kilometre down the beach. I was very interested to see
what birds they were. On viewing the mass, the birds
were Great Knots, about 300 or more. Staying some
distance away, my camera was clicking nonstop. They
were so beautiful, probably landing for the first time,
since leaving their breeding grounds. I truly respect these
wonderful birds, it is so remarkable to fly thousands of
kilometres.”
Jane Nesbitt

Peregrine Falcon’s unusual
nesting site
In late October a pair of Peregrine Falcons was nesting on
the balcony of one of Perth’s high rise buildings. The pair
was nesting in some discarded pot plant tubs that were
visible outside the window. This is a quite interesting,
unusual nesting place.

Great Knot, 80 Mile Beach. Photo by Jane Nesbitt

wildlife conservation program that aims to control feral
animals, manage bushfires and re-introduce 11 mostly
rare and endangered animal species that once occurred
in the region. The custodians of this property are the
Martu traditional owners. This property, 150 km northeast of Wiluna, is jointly managed by The Department
of Parks and Wildlife (DPaW) and the Wiluna Aboriginal
Community. In 2014, the area was awarded to the Martu
traditional owners under exclusive native title, and
formally designated part of the Matuwa Kurrara-Kurrara
Indigenous Protected Area in July 2015. This was the site
in mid-October, 2016, for a small group of people from
BirdLife WA, supported by the Kalgoorlie office of DPaW,
to enjoy an exciting week of bird banding, working with
the Martu community school children, locating Wedgetailed Eagle nests and overnight bird surveys.
The earliest Lorna Glen history of European contact dates
from the Wells exploration and gold prospecting in 1896,
followed by the pastoral lease being taken up in 1924
by Arthur Ashwin (Bridge 2002). This pastoral lease
continued on with various owners until the lease was
returned to the state.
DPaW, since acquiring the property in 2000, has removed
feral animals, predominantly cats, donkeys, camels and
dogs, continued to monitor for the recurrence of these,
constructed an 1100 ha enclosure for the reintroduction
of native mammals, such as Burrowing Bettongs, Rufous
Hare Wallabies and Golden Bandicoots and has released
Bilbies and Brush-tailed Possums.
The number of bird species
recorded for the property is 148
(Coate 2010; DPaW records),
including the threatened
Malleefowl and many waterbirds.
There is no permanent water on
the property and as expected on
this visit there was no ephemeral
water so no waterbirds recorded.
BirdLife WA has previously
contributed to knowledge of the
bird communities on Lorna Glen
through the Rangeland Survey
Group (Bell et al. 2015).

Over the weekend of 22 and 23
October 2016 the female laid two
eggs. The Peregrine Falcon must
have got confused as she laid one
egg in each of the two pots. On
Tuesday 24 October 2016 she had
two eggs in one pot as can be
seen on the photo.
Marcus Singor

LORNA GLEN
(MATUWA)
Lorna Glen (Matuwa), a 240 000
ha former pastoral lease, is the
site of a nationally important
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Peregrine Falcon, Perth. Photo by Kaye Treacy

A major focus for this trip
was to work with the Martu
community school children
who were participating in the
Central Desert Science Pathways
program, focusing on the study

Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 160 December 2016

Members’ contributions, ctd

STIRLING RANGE
RETREAT

Neil Hamilton with Wiluna Primary School children. Photo by
Suzanne Mather

Escape to the Mountains

Enjoy a free fourth night on all
sites and accommodation from
1st December 2016
to 30th June 2017

of birds (ornithology). Over three days, senior Traditional
Owners, Indigenous rangers, teachers and students from
Wiluna Remote Community School worked alongside
DPaW staff and BirdLife members. The activities included
presentations by Simon Cherriman, Neil Hamilton and
Tegan Douglas, about bird handling and bird banding,
recording data, observing and collecting evidence of
Wedge-tailed Eagle activity, identifying birds using a bird
application, and bush tucker/medicine collecting. But
most of all the activities included lots of fun and great
communication between the BirdLife members and the
local community.

This offer includes all public holidays
and long weekends.

WA’s Department of Agriculture and Food (DAFWA) also
had a team, complete with helicopter, working on the
feral animal control program.

*Direct Bookings only and Conditions Apply.

BirdLife WA would like to repeat this program next
year and funding will be sought to support work that
is valuable both for developing the skills needed in the
local community for future conservation of this property
and in recording the bird population in a remote, arid
area.
References
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W. A. (2015). Winter bird assemblages at Lorna
Glen (Matuwa) and Earaheedy (Kurarra Kurarra)
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from Lorna Glen (Mutawa): a proposed conservation
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Enjoy cooling off in our swimming pool
open November to April School Holidays
weather permitting.

Prepayment of the first night’s tariff
is required to confirm your booking and
the balance is payable upon arrival. *Not
available with any other offer and subject
to availability.
We are able to accept Master-card and
Visa card over the phone.
For bookings and further information
contact Ayleen, Tony, Brian or Mike:
Stirling Range Retreat
Post: 8639 Chester Pass Road, Amelup,
Western Australia 6338
Location: 8639 Chester Pass Road, opposite
Bluff Knoll Road
Ph: +61 8 9827 9229 Fax: +61 8 9827 9224
Web: www.stirlingrange.com.au
Email: info@stirlingrange.com.au
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THE INCREASED STATUS
OF SOME SPECIES ON THE
SWAN COASTAL PLAIN
AND SPECIES NEW TO
THE PLAIN SINCE 1988

Table 1. Species recorded more frequently since 1988.
Species

Current status

Summary of records

Plumed Whistling Duck

Rare visitor

2002, '03, '07, '13, '14

Northern Pintail

Rare vagrant

2001, '10-'12

Fork-tailed Swift

Irregular visitor

1992-2016

Spotted Nightjar

Visitor

1998, 2003, '07, '12, '13

Australian Owlet
Nightjar
Royal Spoonbill

Status?

2006, '10, '15

Uncommon visitor

1996-2016

Black Kite

Rare visitor

2001, '07, '09-'13, '16

Spotted Harrier

Uncommon visitor

Little Ringed Plover

Uncommon visitor

Double-banded Plover

Rare visitor

Lesser Sand Plover

Rare visitor

1997, 2002, '03, '05,'06,
'10-"13, '15, '16
1991, '92, '98, '99, 2010,
'14
1993, '94, 2004, '06, '14,
'15
1989, '96, '99, 2001

Oriental Plover

Rare vagrant

1992, 2005, '10

Inland Dotterel

Uncommon vagrant

Masked Lapwing

Uncommon

1996, 2001-'03, '06, '07,
'10-'13
2002, '03, '05-'07, '09-'11

Pin-tailed Snipe

Very rare visitor

1996, 2011

Greatwich et al. (2016) comment on the
occurrence of vagrant species worldwide
and list some possible causes and reasons.
One highly probable reason locally is the
increasing numbers of competent observers
who have access to modern field guides
and literature and specialist ornithologists.

Latham’s Snipe

Very rare visitor

1993, 2009

Black-tailed Godwit

Uncommon visitor

Little Curlew

Vagrant

1996, '97, 2001, '04-'06,
'08, '10-'12, '15
1996, 2003, '09-'11

Whimbrel

Uncommon visitor

1991, '97-'99, 2001

Eastern Curlew

Uncommon visitor

The current or modified status given for
each species and the years of occurrence
follow on from Storr and Johnstone (1988).
No attempt has been made to assess the
status of species which have declined
on the plain or which have not changed
significantly (see Tables 1 and 2).

Wood Sandpiper

Uncommon visitor

Asian Dowitcher

Very rare vagrant

1991, '92, '94, '95, '97,
'99, 2001, '02.
1991, '96-'99, 2004-'06,
'10, '11
1992, '95, '96, ?2011

Little Stint

Rare visitor

Pectoral Sandpiper

Uncommon visitor

Broad-billed Sandpiper

Uncommon visitor

Ruff

Uncommon visitor

Oriental Pratincole

Rare visitor

1996, '99, 2001, '02, '12,
'16
1991, '92, '96-'98, 2004'06, '09-'11, '14
1995, '96, '99, 2002, '05,
'06, '10-'13
1995, '96, '97, '99, 2001,
'03-'06, '10, '12, '16
1998-2000, '10, '15

Australian Pratincole

Very rare visitor

2016

Gull-billed Tern

Rare visitor

White-winged Black
Tern
Franklin’s Gull

Irregular visitor

1998, 2000, '08, '09, '11'13, '15
1996, '97, 2002, '05, '07

Black-eared Cuckoo

Rare visitor

1988, 2013 and other
probable records
2002, '03, '05, '07, '11

Barking Owl

Very rare resident

2000, '01, '04

Masked Owl

Uncommon

Pied Butcherbird

Rare vagrant

2001, '03, '05, '08, '10,
'11, '15
1998, 2011, '12, '15, '16

Barn Swallow

Rare visitor

?1998, ?2001, '06, '12, '16

Yellow Wagtail

Rare visitor

1993, '96, '97, 2008-'10,
'12, '16

Introduction
The Swan Coastal Plain was defined by
Storr and Johnstone (1988) and its birdlife
was comprehensively assessed by them. A
perusal of Western Australian Bird Notes
since then has revealed that the status of
37 species has changed, that is, they are
being seen more often, and 20 species
new to the plain have now been recorded
on it. Some of the latter are simply shifts
in the ranges of some native species but
others have come from Europe and Asia.
Most observations were made in the Perth,
Rockingham and Mandurah districts but
others have come from elsewhere on the
plain.

Conclusion
During the 28 years following the
publication of Storr and Johnstone (1988)
the journal/newsletter Western Australian
Bird Notes provided sufficient observations
to enable the re-assessment of the status
of 37 species occurring on the Swan
Coastal Plain and the listing of 20 species
new to the plain, that is, not previously
recorded on it. Changed distributions of
some species and the appearances of
vagrants are taking place throughout the
world and Greatwich et al. (2016: 52)
give several reasons for such, including
the increased numbers of observers today,
which is almost certainly a major factor in
such observations locally.
A drying climate locally is invoked as one
reason why such changes are happening
but a few species of waterbirds are also
being seen locally too. One, the Masked
Lapwing, is almost certainly a precursor
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species which will establish itself
locally and the Intermediate Egret
is another.
The pratincoles and the Striated
Heron are species which now
range further south than formerly,
onto the plain, and vagrants
such as the White-plumed and
Black Honeyeaters were probably
induced to come onto the plain by
harsh conditions in their normal
ranges. Other vagrants, i.e. the
Purple and Grey Herons, Eurasian
Hobby and Oriental Honey
Buzzard, come from Europe and
Asia.

References
Christidis, L. and Boles, W. E.
(2008). ‘Systematics and
Taxonomy of Australian
Birds’. (CSIRO Publishing:
Collingwood, Vic.)
Greatwich, B., Jackett, N. and
Ford, S. (2016). The season of
the twitch. Australian Birdlife
5(3), 52.

Table 2. Species new to the Plain
Christidis and Boles (2008: 13) define a vagrant as one seen less than 10 times. The
following list is divided into very rare, rare and uncommon vagrants.
Radjah Shelduck
Grey Heron
Purple Heron
Striated Heron
Intermediate Egret
Letter-winged Kite
Oriental Honey Buzzard
Brahminy Kite
Eurasian Hobby
Ringed Plover
Eurasian Curlew
Buff-breasted Sandpiper
Lesser Crested Tern
Dollarbird
Pied Honeyeater
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater
Black Honeyeater
White-eared Honeyeater
White-fronted Honeyeater
White Wagtail

Storr, G. M. and Johnstone, R.
E. (1988). The Birds of the Swan Coastal Plain and
adjacent seas and islands. Records of the Western
Australian Museum, Supplement No. 28.
Robert Stranger

Very rare vagrant
Very rare vagrant
Very rare vagrant
Very rare vagrant
Vagrant
Very rare vagrant
Very rare vagrant
Very rare vagrant
Very rare vagrant
Very rare vagrant
Very rare vagrant
Very rare vagrant
Very rare vagrant
Very rare vagrant
Very rare vagrant
Uncommon vagrant
Very rare vagrant
Very rare vagrant
Very rare vagrant
Very rare vagrant

2006, '10
?2001, 2002
2013
2013
2008, '10, '12-'16
2013
2015, '16
1997, '98
2016
2016
2016
2012
1996, '97
2008
2012
1996, '98, '2001, '02, '04, '11, '15
2009, '12
2004
2009
2012

flocks, making it necessary to wait on indefinitely, or to
backtrack and follow up the waders as they again settled.
None of the birds observed showed leg bands or flags.

Hooded Plover
South Main Spit Beach
Adult pair, Sept. 29; Oct. 2, 4, 5, and 8

Spring wader survey-2016west Lake Preston
Waders, yet to be found up to 15 km north of Myalup or
from Myalup to 7 km northwards until the main spit that
repeatedly proves a prime site for arriving migratory
waders, are listed below.
Observations recently occurred during usually cool
and commonly overcast and very blustery conditions
sometimes with sunny intervals. Shoreline visibility was
often made difficult by high banks of white foam.
The arriving birds continued to favour the lake’s
meandering west bank, and particularly frequented the
windward southern shoreline of the extensive and very
exposed main spit, possibly because that 0.75 km long
shoreline also traps accumulated drifting wader prey.

The pair sheltered in nearby low vegetation during the
worst weather, making them hard to find.
The location is a known Hooded Plover nesting site, but
no nest has been discovered there over the past two
seasons.
Main spit
Hooded Plover juvenile (June 2016 hatching?) Sept. 26,
29, and Oct. 5
Main Spit East
Adult pair, Oct 5 ( NB: not the same pair on the same day
as the pair found at south main spit beach about 1.5 km
SW.)

Other waders
Main Spit, southern shoreline.

The lake level was at about 85%. Rainfall had created
large fresh water puddles in the long gravel depression
back from the shoreline. Some small waders were
observed to bathe and preen at those puddles.

Curlew Sandpiper <6—Great Knot < 4—Sharp-tailed
Sandpiper < 6—Greater Sand Plover < 4—Lesser Sand
Plover < 2—Ruddy Turnstone < 8—Red-necked Stint <
150.

Different wader species freely associated, but were
commonly highly mobile and unsettled. Swarms of
Silver Gulls repeatedly flew up and disturbed the wader

Regardless of the lake level at the time, usually Grey
Plovers, Bar-tailed Godwits, also Terek Sandpipers arrive
when warmer weather settles in.
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Others
Red-capped Plovers, <50

A clamouring flock of White-tailed Black-Cockatoos < 13
has been hanging around SW Lake Preston which has
been visited also by a few Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos.

Banded Stilts, <500 (Roosting at the NE Elbow of the
spit)

Conservation

Australian Shelducks in low numbers
Silver Gulls, <150 (flighting flocks and scattered
swimmers)
As the largest of the Yalgorup lakes and the closest to the
Indian Ocean, this lake attracts Silver Gulls in numbers
not only during storms at seas. The gulls commonly
forage the lake’s beaches and waterline. The gulls have
been observed preying on Australian Shelduck chicks
(one photo) and raiding nesting Hooded Plovers.

Terrestrials
The vegetated ridge of the main spit supports breeding
White–fronted Chat, with Australian Pipit usually found at
the lower margins.
The main spit attracts also small flocks of transitory
Galahs, also Regent Parrots.

Field observations and birding outings provide a
privileged luxury without commensurate wildlife
conservation measures. Given the significance of the
main spit, some years ago Myalup Bird Observers
(MBO) and associates were instrumental in securing a
large grant to fence off the western approaches to the
main spit. Presently, MBO is in consultation with the
Department of Parks and Wildlife (DPaW) to fence off the
spit’s eastern approaches against stray domestic stock,
quad bikes and horse riders.
MBO has secured agreement for DPaW to provide a
colour illustrated panel representative of some of the
woodland birds found along the Swan Coastal Plain in
the Harvey district. MBO members provided their digital
photos; the panel is expected to be affixed to the existing
Myalup sheltered interpretive sign in about ten weeks
hence.
Tony France

Obituaries
PEGGY MITCHELL
I am not sure whether many of you would remember
Peggy Mitchell as she has not been active for quite a few
years, but for those of you who did, she passed away
recently in Western Australia where she was residing, at
the age of 94.
Peggy was a life member having been with BOCA and
RAOU for well over 50 years. She may be best known
to some as the compiler of the Unusual Sightings series
in the Bird Observer from 1984 to 2002 but she was a
real pioneer birder, probably the first woman to see 600
birds in Australia and one of the original counters for

CRAIG STEWART LESTER		

But more importantly, Peggy was one of the loveliest
people I have ever met in the birding world. She was
generous, genuine, encouraging-particularly to a
certain teenage bird nerd when he had just started
out- and a bloody good birder to boot. Even though I
had not seen Peggy for the best part of a decade, I am
deeply saddened by her passing and will be extending
sympathies to her family.
Sean Dooley

4 July 2016

Craig’s daily forays into the wetlands around the Peel
Inlet had given him a connectivity with his environment
and knowledge of birds like nobody else.
It was during his daily visits to the Serpentine River
wetlands at Nairns that many birdwatchers will have met
and talked to him. His passion and enthusiasm for our
birds was infectious.
Craig was actively involved with seabird rescue, collecting
storm blown petrels and albatross and delivering them
to shelters to be rehabilitated. When the call went out
for someone to save a bird in distress it was Craig who
answered. He would catch birds tangled in fishing lines
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many shorebird projects and particularly the Western Port
surveys.

and fish hooks and set them free. Whenever you found
his white station wagon parked nearby you knew he was
on the job. I remember him spending hours down a drain
to rescue a trapped bird.
He tried hard to get Fairy Tern colonies protected around
the Peel Inlet.
Craig championed our collective consciousness when it
came to caring for the environment.
You left us far too soon and will be greatly missed.
Marcus Singor
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Crossword No. 29
CLUES

by Pam Agar
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8
9

10

11

12
13
14

15
16
17

18

20
22

19
21

ACROSS
5. Earlier name for Australasian Pipit.
8. Major problem for waterbirds.
9. Confusing if changed.
11. To show the way.
13. Distance between.
14. NT birding site, jointly managed by BA & AWC.
16. Necessary to control numbers?
17. Material of leg bands.
21. Sloping entrance to waterbird’s nest.
22. Decay.
23. One parrot supposedly wears a blue one.
24. We all do it occasionally!
25. Dorsal surface.
27. Useful source of funding.
29. Celebration of one hundred years.
30. Malleefowl.

23
24

25

26

29

27

28

30

See page 61 for Answers

DOWN
1. It may educate beach-goers.
2. Important aspect of birding.
3. Step …… to see past branches.
4. Metropolitan lake excursion site.
6. All four toes webbed.
7. Likely place for Brolgas.
10. May be caused by a hunting raptor.
12. Raven’s eating habits.
15. Strong synthetic material.
18. Possible haunt of swans or pelicans.
19. So far, not in WA.
20. Major part of diet.
26. Possible enemy of nestlings.
28. Information provider.

CARDS AND CALENDARS FOR SALE
Christmas is getting closer! Many of our fabulous BirdLife
WA cards are available with a Christmas greeting. Check out
the range of designs on our website (http://birdlife.org.au/
locations/birdlife-western-australia/sales). You can purchase
the cards from our office Monday - Friday, 9.30am to 12.30pm;
at the Monday monthly meetings or download an order form
and email or post it to us.
Payment can be made by cash, cheque or direct bank deposit.
Looking for the perfect gift to go with the amazing cards you have
just purchased? The 2017 BirdLife WA calendar is ideal at $10
from the office or for $13 we can post one to you. All profits aid
our Australasian Bittern project.
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 160 December 2016
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Notices
BirdLife Western Australia

BirdLife Western Australia

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

NOTICE OF
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
BIRDLIFE WESTERN AUSTRALIA

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS

Monday 27 February 2017 at 7:30 pm
Bold Park Ecology Centre,
Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat

BirdLife Western Australia

The Annual General Meeting of BirdLife Western
Australia is called to consider the following agenda:
1. Apologies
2. Confirmation of 2016 minutes (see BirdLife WA
website)
3. Business arising
4. Chair’s report
5. Treasurer’s report
5.1 Changes to the BirdLife WA finance addendum
(details on the BirdLife WA website, eNews or
from the BirdLife office)
6. Election of officers
7. General business
8. Guest speaker (Paul Sullivan, CEO, BirdLife
Australia)
Mike Bamford, Chair

Nominations are called for the following positions to
be elected at the BirdLife Western Australia Annual
General Meeting on 27 February 2017;
Chair
Vice Chair
Secretary
Treasurer
Committee members (up to 7)
Nomination forms are available from the BirdLife WA
office and also in this edition of WABN (see below) and
should be returned to the Secretary by 27 January 2017.
All positions are open and not all current committee
members will be renominating. Volunteers willing
to attend the monthly meetings and take on these
responsibilities are sought.

BirdLife Western Australia
Committee nomination form

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Position:
(Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, Committee member)

Nominee:
		
Nominated by:
		
Seconded by:
		
I hereby accept this nomination:
		

(Signature of nominee)

Date:		
Please return this form before 27 January 2017 to:
The Secretary, BirdLife Western Australia, 167 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat, WA 6014
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Shorebirds 2020 Program 2017
summer counts
The 2017 summer count has been
scheduled for the weekend 4/5 February
2017. The Shorebirds 2020 program is
Australia’s national shorebird monitoring
program, in Western Australia counts are
undertaken from east of Esperance right
up to the Pilbara and Kimberley region, so
chances are there will be a survey taking
place near you.
This year marks an exciting change with
the transition from the old Shorebirds
2020 database to the all-encompassing
Birdata web portal. This will ultimately
result in a simplified process of entering
count data.
The data collected by the Shorebirds
2020 program has been critical in
assessing population trends in the East
Asian-Australasian Flyway. Identifying
these trends has contributed to securing
appropriate protection status to declining
species such as the Curlew Sandpiper
which is now regarded as Critically
Endangered.
If you would like to get involved with the
Shorebirds 2020 program and volunteer
to assist in carrying out counts, please get
in contact with state coordinators Bruce
Greatwich and Milly Formby at shorebirds.
wa@birdlife.org.au or phone the BirdLife
WA office on (08) 9383 7749.
Lastly, we are seeking a count coordinator
for the Peel-Harvey Estuary system. Bob
Paterson has taken on this role for many
years and has done a tremendous job in
ensuring this Ramsar listed wetland is
adequately surveyed each year—thanks
for all your hard work, Bob. If you are
interested in taking over this role please
get in touch with Bruce or Milly.
Bruce Greatwich
Shorebird 2020 Co-ordinator WA
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 160 December 2016

BirdLife WA Office News
The BirdLife WA office will close on
Thursday 22 December and will re-open
on Tuesday 3 January 2017.
A very big thank-you to all our office
volunteers who once again ensured that we
can offer a service to members and the
general public five days a week. We were
joined by some new volunteers in 2016 and
always welcome new additions.
I hope everyone has a lovely Christmas and
New Year and I look forward to working
with you all in 2017.
Annette Park
Office Manager

Annual Hooded Plover Count
Saturday 4 February 2017 and
Sunday 5 February 2017

Don’t miss out on one of the birding highlights
of the year!
Surveyors always welcome.
For details, please contact Marcus Singor:
Tel: 9383 7749
e-mail : msingor@bigpond.com or
wa@birdlife.org.au
Survey sheet included in this issue.
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HOODED PLOVER OBSERVATION FORM

SUMMER SURVEY 2017
(Sat. 4 and Sun. 5 February 2017)
Please fill out this form even if you search an area and do not find Hooded Plovers.
Observer: _______

Phone:_____________________________

Address:

_____________________________________________________________________________________

E-mail:

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Weather:

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Hooded Plover observation details: Date: ___________________________

Time: ____________________

Location: ______________________________________________________________________________________
Lat: _________________________________________

Long: ________________________________________

Survey starting point: Lat._____________________

Long:________________________________________

Survey finishing point: Lat:_____________________

Long:________________________________________

Total Hooded Plover seen: _______________________________________________________________________
Adults (No.) ___________________

Juveniles (No.) _________________

Runners ( No.) __________________

Breeding and nesting notes (i.e. location, eggs or runners): ____________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
Habitat: ______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
Lakes

Water levels:

Lake:

Fresh

Full __________ 3/4 __________ 1/2 __________ 1/4 __________ Dry_______________

___________________

Brackish ___________________

Salt ________________________

Notes: ________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
Hooded Plover Committee, BirdLife Western Australia, 167 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat, W.A. 6014.
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Conservation: Are there any threats evident? _________________________________________________________
Dogs (

)

Cats (

)

Foxes (

)

Horses (

)

Four wheel drive vehicles (

)

Quad bikes (

)

Trail bikes (

)

______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________

Please draw a sketch map of the area (e.g. wetland or section of beach) even if Hooded Plovers were not found.
Please show which part of the area you searched, as well as location of Hooded Plovers and nests.

Other shorebirds present: (species and numbers)
Australian Pied Oystercatcher .........................................
Sooty Oystercatcher .....................................................
Red-capped Plover ........................................................
Sanderling ...................................................................
Ruddy Turnstone...........................................................
Red-necked Stint...........................................................
..................................................................................

Comments

Thank you for participating. Please return form to:
BirdLife Western Australia
Hooded Plover Committee
167 Perry Lakes Drive
Floreat W.A.
6014
Tel: 08 9383 7749
e-mail: wa@birdlife.org.au
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Donations to
BirdLife Western Australia
The Western Australian Branch is aiming to be in the
financial position to support conservation work through
projects, particularly aimed at threatened species. With
the decline in government funding, support for this work
through donations and bequests is one way this aim can be
realised in the future.
Tax deductible donations specifically for BirdLife Western
Australia can be made to BirdLife Western Australia
through our office at Peregrine House. A tax deductible
receipt will be issued.
If the donation is being made as a direct deposit in the
BirdLife Western Australia bank account, it is important
to signify who it is from and that it is specifically for
BirdLife Western Australia. Donations will then be held
in a separate account so that they can be accounted for
through the national office each year in accordance with
the Federal Taxation Department requirements.
Such donations, unless specified by the donor for a
particular purpose, will be used to assist in meeting the
objectives of the organisation.
If you have decided to make a lasting legacy to BirdLife
Australia in your Will, contact Bequests Officer Ralf
Sternad on 03 9347 0757 for a confidential discussion on
your options, including any specific requests (e.g. support
for black cockatoos in WA).
Mike Bamford
Chair

New WA members
The following WA people joined BirdLife Australia
during the period 5 August – 28 October 2016:
A Batten, R Batterham, S Binder, A Boddy,
E Bollam, J Brace, B Burns, B Camden, D Coughran,
J Davies, B Davis. S Eggers, T Freeman, R Gamble,
P Girando, C Gordon, R Gordon, D Hammond, P Head,
Ray Heslewood, S L Hill, G Holmes, R Hudson,
M Hutchison, B Jones, H Kami, G Lillico, G Lord,
G Louw, J Mack, S Marsh, J Mason, D McCorry,
J McCrea, A McGuigan, K McLeish, L Monaghan,
E Nixon, M O’Garr, J Parrish-Chee, L Pezzali, L Pezzali,
N Pezzali, S Pezzali, R Poulose, S Pretsel, S Reid,
M Roeterdink, P Roeterdink, K Rogers, A Sett, S Sett,
S Stirling, B Straker, D Swalm, J Tsakalos, N Vallance,
J Wang, S Weir, G Worth and M Young.
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How do I register to become a user in the
new Birdata portal and app?
Everyone is required to sign up for a BirdLife
username to access the new web portal and app,
including existing Birdata or other program users.
•Click on the Sign Up button at the top of the
page or ‘Create a new account’ in the app
•Fill out the online registration form
Your new login details will be sent to you in a
confirmation email. Once you have your login
details you can start using the app and web
portal immediately.
Existing Birdata or other programs users will not
be able to see historical data, existing surveys,
or access the reporting functionality for up to 48
hours until your new login is synchronised with your
old login.
Note: Organisations, groups, and schools are
unable to sign up online. Contact us at birdata@
birdlife.org.au with your details and we will set up
a BirdLife username for your group to access the
web portal and app.
Andrew Silcocks

Sunday 11 December
BWA Christmas barbecue
The annual Christmas barbecue this year
will be held as usual at Peregrine House, at
about 6:00 pm, on the lawn at the rear of the
building.

Bring your own food and
drink, and chairs if possible.
All members welcome.
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Country branches
ALBANY BRANCH
Excursion reports
9 August outing – Riverview golf course
On this cold winter morning, some of us felt they
should have remained in the Arctic where it had been
considerably warmer, but a bit of blue in the sky
encouraged us to visit a nearby golf course where we
had some good views of quite a number of bushbirds
including Inland Thornbill, Western Gerygone, Scarlet
Robin and Western Spinebill. However, during morning
tea more bad weather arrived and we abandoned the
outing.
13 September outing – Kambellup Nature Reserve
Upon our arrival at the reserve, we discovered that the
Kalgan River was just about to burst its banks after all
the winter rain that had fallen this year. Birdlife was
abundant and we quickly added Striated Pardalote,
Restless Flycatcher, Grey Butcherbird and Rufous Whistler
to our list. The pair of Sacred Kingfisher which is usually
found nesting in the reserve had not yet arrived, but
good views of Varied Sittella and Purple-crowned Lorikeet
made up for this. Our tally for the day was 50 species.
26 September outing – Kalgan
The weather forecast was not promising, but a handful
of us braved conditions and visited East Bank Road along
the Kalgan River. There were cormorants and darters
resting in tall trees on the opposite bank. On our side
of the river we discovered a Whistling Kite feeding in a
tree. Tree Martins were darting in and out of nest hollows
and a pair of Western Rosellas were inspecting a hollow
to determine its suitability for a nest. On our way to the
reserve at Prideaux Road we stopped at a paddock and
observed a pair of Black-fronted Dotterels. A Spotted
Pardalote and a pair of Sacred Kingfishers were found
near their nests. At Prideaux Road Reserve the resident
owlet-nightjar was enjoying the last rays of sunshine
that morning before the weather turned on us and the
heavens opened forcing us to call it a day.

very windy conditions birds proved a bit hard to spot,
but we recorded a variety of honeyeaters, White-browed
Babbler and even a Malleefowl was spotted. In support
of the work carried out on the property which forms an
important part of the Gondwana Link project, members
made a donation to Bush Heritage Australia.

National Bird Week
The local branch organised an outing to Balijup Farm
on 22 October where participants had the opportunity
to visit the Fauna Conservation Enclosure. Basil Schur,
Greenskills, kindly provided an overview of the work that
had been carried out at the property. Rufous Tree-creeper
and Western Yellow Robin were the highlights of the visit.
Local birdlovers were invited to join Anne Bondin on a
bird walk around Lake Seppings on 23 October. Water
levels were high and waterbird numbers low, but there
were plenty of bushbirds to keep everyone entertained.

Future outings
Excursions will take place on Tuesday, 13 December,
18 January, 14 February, 14 March. More details about
destinations, where to meet etc. will be made available
on BWA e-news. You can also check the Albany Bird
Group’s website:
http://sites.google.com/site/albanybirds/Home
Excursion leaders will be either Ray Garstone (PH: 9844
7540), Brad Kneebone (PH: 9845 2233) or Anne Bondin
(PH: 9844 1793). Feel free to contact any of us for
further information.
Anne Bondin

11 October outing – Stirling Range
After endless cold, wet and windy days we enjoyed
a lovely spring morning in the Stirling Range. Birds
were plentiful and we soon had good views of Yellowplumed Honeyeater, Western Yellow and Scarlet Robin.
We bumped into BirdLife’s Wendy and Clive Napier who
were leading the week’s bird walks at the Stirling Range
Retreat and were alerted to the presence of a lone Blackfaced Woodswallow which we eventually managed to
see. We also discovered a pair of Jacky Winter along the
Ongerup Creek track and were delighted with the arrival
of Rainbow Bee-eaters when we were eating lunch.
29 October outing – Chingarrup Sanctuary
Our joint outing with the local branch of the Wildflower
Society involved quite a bit of travelling before we
reached Chingarrup Sanctuary, a conservation property
located 140 km north-east of Albany. Owners Eddy and
Donna Wajon were on hand to take us on a tour of the
property which boasted an incredible variety of flora. In
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Western Yellow Robin, Photogroup activity,
Westdale. Photo by Ian Wallace
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BUNBURY GROUP
Excursion reports
August. An excursion to Rosamel Wetland near the
north-eastern shore of Leschenault Estuary
Victoria, our walking abacus, calculated 3300 ibis, with
approximately 2500 Australian White Ibis showing long
neck nuptial feathers and 800+ Straw-necked Ibis with
their feathers iridescent, and straw-coloured necks,
including many juveniles and nestlings.

Anne is taking sightings or information re Red-tailed
Black-Cockatoo movements in inner Bunbury, which has
been a development since 2013 when at first they were
spasmodically visiting, and now it regularly feeds on the
bitter Cape Lilac berries.
Sue Kalab
Convenor, BirdLife Bunbury

July. Boat cruise
We were invited via photographer Chris Tate on board
Three River Cruises’ comfortable vessel to share with
them our knowledge of the birds on the Collie River. The
cruise led to broader curiosity about how many Osprey
nests our Leschenault Estuary supports and information
from team observations gave a suspected 13 or 14
nests in all, with two on purpose-built towers at the
port. This includes Collie River’s six or seven nests up to
Forrest Highway Bridge, pointed out to us by the boat’s
skipper. Peter Morris, Senior Ranger Collie, Department
of Parks and Wildlife (DPaW), thinks (“unscientifically…
please don’t quote me”, he says) that Osprey make a
practice nest, which could account for two nests in close
proximity on some locations. It is a surprising collection
for our estuary to support. Victoria’s count estimated
1200 – 1700 Little Corellas as they flew over our boat.
This received a mention at a subsequent Regional
Environmental Officers’ meeting in Busselton when
the corella issue was discussed with WALGA (WA Local
Government Association) representatives.

Little Egret and Eastern Great Egret,
Broome (see report, p29). Photo by
John McMullan

October. Pt Mornington at the mouth of the Preston
River at the lower estuary
A very low tide, because of the full moon. Absent were
the Siberian migrants apart from two curlews, one an
extra bonus, a Eurasian Curlew, smaller and paler in
colour, in company with an Eastern Curlew. Alfred’s
photographs, taken in flight, showed the white underwing
and white upper rump. Last February, a Eurasian Curlew
was sighted on our estuary and this bird stayed into
late autumn. This created a buzz for birders and bird
photographers who descended from afar. Is it the same
bird, we wonder? The bird that should not be in Australia
at all. Google it for its far-off migratory path, east-west
across the world. An extremely rare bird and we have it
on our estuary. Let’s work at looking after it, keeping our
distance and encouraging others to do the same.

Other chirrupings
We eagerly await the publication of our updated Birding
Around Bunbury brochure. We have been working with
Pam Agar and her mapmaker Wendy is establishing a
team for community education.
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 160 December 2016
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CAPE TO CAPE GROUP
Program
Saturday 3 December: Half-day excursion: Canal
Rocks and Smiths Beach
Meet at 8.30am at Canal Rocks Car Park where we shall
look for seabirds and coastal birds before continuing on
to Smiths Beach for a walk to the end of the road and the
Gunyulgup Brook. Birds to watch out for are Whimbrel,
Eastern Reef Egret, Common Sandpiper and Southern
Emu-wren.
Leaders: Jill and Roger Cornes
Jill and Roger have kindly extended an invitation to join
them for lunch at their home in Yallingup following the
excursion. If you intend to stay for lunch, please RSVP
(for catering) direct to Jill/Roger on 0410 638 445 or
cornroge@iinet.net.au.
All the excursions are for BirdLife Australia members and
the general public. For details of any of the above, please
contact Christine Wilder cwilderone@yahoo.com.au or
Boyd Wykes majyx@iinet.net.au.

Excursion reports
Augusta, 14 August
A rare, dry morning was a privilege for the 12 birders
who travelled to the extreme south of our region.
From Hart Road we drifted along the firebreak between
Marri Jarrah forest and paddocks, finding a surprising
number of species (just shows what a bit of expertise
can do!). On the paddocks and dam were Australian
Shelducks, Pacific Black and Australian Wood Ducks,
Common Bronzewings, magpies and ravens, while the
bush revealed whistlers (Golden and Rufous), Inland
Thornbills, White-browed Scrubwrens and parrots. Scarlet
Robins, Yellow-rumped Thornbills and Grey Fantails flirted
with the boundary fence. The downside was the presence
of Galahs and a very bold Fox.
We then went for coffee by the estuary, followed by a
stroll along the riverbank where the Shire of AugustaMargaret River is to be congratulated on work undertaken
along the foreshore. Notable were the number of raptors
seen with Osprey, Swamp Harrier, White-bellied SeaEagle, Whistling Kite and an Australian Hobby all present.
Surprisingly we did not see Little Black Cormorants, a
significant 'dip', but the Nankeen Night-Herons were
roosting in their usual spot in a couple of cypresses and a
small group of Hoary-headed Grebes added to the tally.
My initial thought was that 30 species would be very
satisfactory, but with a mix of bush and estuary birds, the
final total of 47 species was very satisfying. My thanks
to those who travelled so far to see all the ones I would
have missed.
Roger Crabtree

The birds were few and unforthcoming but that just gave
us more opportunity to enjoy the wildflowers with expert
guidance from Jane Scott and Jenny Kikeros. We also
benefitted by having geologist Michael Sayers with us to
explain the origins (and orogens) of the Whicher Range
habitats in terms of ancient shorelines and uplifting along
the Darling Fault.
As a bonus during our first exploratory walk, Department
of Parks and Wildlife Ranger Daniel Clifton stopped for
a chat as he headed out to keep an eye on the park
and its weekend visitors. He certainly has his hands
full, so close to the growing Busselton metropolis, if our
encounters are anything to go by. Occupants of a vehicle
pulling a trailer-load of trail bikes changed their minds
about entering the national park when we mentioned the
ranger was on duty and a group chain sawing timber in
the park made a hurried exit when we stopped nearby
with our cameras and binoculars. Such activity poses
many threats, the worst to my mind being the spread of
dieback, in an area of so many endemic plants of highly
restricted distribution.
Boyd Wykes
Aussie Backyard Bird Count, Ambergate Reserve,
22 October
Twelve of us gathered at the Ambergate Reserve for a
morning of fun in the sun with a purpose; with birds and
wildflowers out in force we headed off in two groups to
count and photograph birds in two sections on the east
side of the reserve. Despite my comment that it was
definitely not a competition between the two groups, the
heat was on to count as many birds as possible. Some
left after morning tea break and then a single group
headed off to check out a third section of the reserve
before lunch. The final tally was 42 species — a fantastic
effort — entered in the Aussie Backyard Bird Count.
Congratulations to Terry Scott for best bird seen
on the day — a Brown Goshawk. Thank you to five
photographers who sent in their favourites for the
photography competition. The photos were excellent and
left me with a really difficult task. Congratulations go to
Alfred Lau for his winning photograph of a Scarlet Robin.
Christine Wilder

Gardens for Birds: 25 years of backyard
birding, Dr Mike Bamford and Mandy
Bamford

Whicher Range, 11 September

Many birdwatchers keep a list of birds seen in their
gardens for their own pleasure, but Mike and Mandy
Bamford opened our eyes to just how important such
records can be as a basis for bird conservation.

On a cool but still spring morning, 13 participants met
at the Vasse Highway end of Sabina Road to explore the
Whicher Range.

Appropriately for two such illustrious ecologists — Mandy
is currently on the Board of BirdLife Australia and
President of the WA Naturalists’ Club while Mike chairs
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note, occasional visits from
Splendid-Fairy-wrens, Inland
Thornbills and White-browed
Scrubwrens suggest that these
species can move through
generally barren suburbs and
could become more common
in urban landscapes with a
greater proportion of gardens
that provide suitable habitat.

BirdLife WA — they have been
keeping garden records from
when their house block was
purchased as a bare paddock
25 years ago.
An example of change
over the years was a shift
for heath loving Whitecheeked Honeyeaters to
woodland loving New Holland
Honeyeaters, as the garden
matured from dense shrubs to
trees over shrubs.
Annual and seasonal patterns
were also revealed by the
regular long-term records.
Grey Fantails are absent in
autumn/early winter, despite
being present at a nearby lake
all year round, and Silvereyes
are absent in spring.

I left the presentation thinking
about our diverse Margaret
River urban birdlife, wondering
whether we may be heading in
the same direction as Perth.
Faced with pressures
that include clearing for
development and to reduce
fire risk, disease, diminishing
rainfall and weeds, much of
the native vegetation currently retained in our gardens
and bush remnants and its inhabitants may in fact be
‘walking dead’.

Mike and Mandy Bamford with Boyd Wykes and Christine
Wilder at the Gardens for Birds workshop, Margaret River.
Photo by Karen Majer

These insights alone should inspire all birdwatchers to
keep systematic garden records, but for me, what came
next was the clincher. Some species are now dropping
out of their records and aerial imagery records of the
Kingsley area show why — perennial vegetation in the
streets and gardens has diminished and bit by bit the
remnant bush has been cleared and developed.
Most recently, Varied Sittellas that were flying long
distances between remnants have been defeated by the
loss of a last, vital vegetation link. On a more optimistic

I have put my name forward to champion environmental
values on the Shire of Augusta Margaret River’s ‘Vision
2036 Community Reference Group’ which will meet over
the next year to consider our region’s future. I remain
optimistic that our community can make the decisions
necessary for our suburbs and townships to remain
gardens for wildlife as well as people.
Boyd Wykes

MYALUP GROUP
Excursion report
Harvey Dam and Don Watts’ property,
17 September
We awoke on the day to a blue sky which gave promise
of a wonderful day for observing the birds in the Harvey
Hills.
Those attending were Margaret J, Margaret S, Edith,
Beryl, Jean, Judy, Bill, Chis and Errol. It was good to have
Judy back and to hear about her travels to North America
and to have Bill join our group again.
We met at the Harvey Visitors Centre car park then
headed off to the amphitheater at the base of the Harvey
Dam Wall. For the very enthusiastic there were some
opportunities and Chris was keen to try and catch some
photos of a White-faced Heron which he had earlier
observed had a nest high in a tree overhanging the pond
at the base of the site.
We then headed off to Don Watts’ property, located
between the Harvey and Stirling Dams and which offers
wonderful views across the valley in front of his house.
On arrival we were greeted by several birds including
Red-eared Firetails, Red-Winged Fairy-wrens, Scarlet
Robin and White-breasted Robin. Some of us wandered
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 160 December 2016

around the property while others were content to sit on
the lawn overlooking the valley, observing the birds which
were very obliging.
The birds seen on the day were Splendid Fairy-wren,
Silvereye, Red Wattlebird, Red-eared Firetail, Red-winged
Fairy-wren, Purple Swamphen, Australian Raven, Redcapped Parrot, Pacific Black Duck, Australian Ringneck,
White-faced Heron, Western Rosella, Galah, Western
Spinebill, Australian Magpie, Striated Pardalote, Western
Gerygone, Baudin’s Black-Cockatoo, Scarlet Robin,
Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo and White-browed Scrubwren/
A good day was had by all and we would like to thank
Don for his hospitality in allowing us to visit his property
and generosity in regard to the information he was able
to give to us.
Errol Harwood

Upcoming events
Saturday 10 December
Christmas Lunch — to be held at the Lemongrass Café,
Uduc Road, Harvey at 12 noon.
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Country branches: Myalup, ctd
Please contact Margaret (phone number 0411 584
880) by 1st December to confirm your attendance.

News
There has been a very recent announcement
from the Federal Government that the Minister
for the Environment and Energy, the Hon. Josh
Frydenberg, has approved the inclusion of the
Banksia Woodlands of the Swan Coastal Plain
on the list of threatened ecological communities
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation Act 1999, in the endangered
category. This listing became effective on 16
September 2016.
This is great news for the local environment and may
offer an opportunity to limit some of the destruction of
the habitat of the Coastal Plan that we have seen in the
past.

Don’t forget the MBO Bookmarks
Produced from a water colour by Margaret Jones,
and gives details of the bird and its environment
on the reverse side of the bookmark. These are a
great accompaniment to any books that you may
be giving to relatives and friends for their birthday
or Christmas.
They are for sale at $2 each.
If you would like some for yourself or your group,
or to sell please contact Errol Harwood, Ph:9720
2963 or email jkbs@iinet.net.au.

BirdLife information
The BirdLife website is packed with the ideas and projects
about birds, try: http://birdswa.org.au/sightings.htm
Convenor/Newsletter Editor: Errol Harwood
Ph. 9720 2963 Email jkbs@iinet.net.au

PEEL-MANDURAH GROUP
See Coming Events for future excursions.

or phone 0400 664 453.

For further information, please contact Bob Paterson:
email peelbirds1@westnet.com.au

Excursion reports
FLYNN ROAD, 18 JUNE

Lake Joondalup, 31 July

A group of 20 birdwatchers, including one visitor from the
eastern states, assembled at Flynn Road, in what turned
out to be reasonable weather.

Fourteen birders (13 members and one visitor) met at
Neil Hawkins Park. It was cold and overcast with very
strong winds and several times during the walk we all
had to seek shelter under umbrellas, trees, etc, while the
rain pelted down.

Most of those present managed to have good views of
the Painted Button-quail and Restless Flycatcher; both
species were cooperative and remained visible for some
time.
Many Rufous Treecreepers, Dusky Woodswallows and
Yellow-plumed Honeyeaters were present throughout the
excursion.
Other sightings included Scarlet Robin and Western
Yellow Robin. Sadly, no Crested Shrike-tits appeared; it is
now some years since we have seen them here.
The species total was 33.
Some trail bikes provided unwelcome noise, despite the
various responsible authorities having been notified of
our impending visit. It is to be hoped that the authorities
can be encouraged to take some action in future.
Charles Merriam
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We started off the morning by going in small groups
to get excellent views of two Tawny Frogmouths at
the north-west corner of the car park. They were not
perturbed by us or the weather, and were still on the
same perch at the end of the morning, in the rain. Next
we all went down to the 'jetty' to look for waterbirds.
The water level of the lake was very high. Although we
saw a total of nine species of waterbirds, the numbers
of each were very low and most of the lake surface was
devoid of any birds. We then walked up the track to the
northern end of the lake, and saw several parrot species
and some bushbirds. Plenty of Rainbow Lorikeets. Some
of the spots where we would normally leave the track and
go into the bush were flooded so we did not have that
option.
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A small flock of about 20 Carnaby's Black-Cockatoos
flew overhead, but other than that the highlight of the
morning was a Little Eagle who posed for us in the open
on a dead branch, during a very brief spell of sunshine,
giving everyone excellent views and photo opportunities.
Moving on to Picnic Cove we were able to add three
waterbirds to the list for the morning. We saw a total of
41 species (excluding feral ducks and goose) which was
disappointing but I guess the poor weather conditions
were also a factor.
Nigel Sutherland

LAKE GWELUP, 6 AUGUST
Sadly, our valiant leader, Clive Nealon, was indisposed,
and so the group made its own way round Lake Gwelup.
The total number of species observed was 42, including
seven duck species (Musk Duck, Australian Shelduck,
Australian Wood Duck, Grey Teal, Pacific Black Duck,
Hardhead and Blue-billed Duck).
Of the raptors, only Whistling Kite and Nankeen Kestrel
were present.
Both Striated and Spotted Pardalotes were seen.
The weather and the light were excellent for
birdwatching. However, the water level in the lake was
high and no shorebirds were sighted.
Charles Merriam

Wondinong Station Campout,
19- 22 August
Twenty-nine birders journeyed the 650 km to Wondinong
Station (some from further, some from less) to be
greeted by the brave Lara and her ninemonth old son, Gordon. Lara had toiled all
afternoon to prepare pumpkin soup, a stew,
a quiche, buns and a chocolate cake and
cream for the weary travellers. The quality
of the food was sensational. The evening
was a precursor for the rest of the trip with
clear night skies, a full moon and a cast
iron cauldron big enough to satisfy the
lustiest ambitions of any pyromaniac.

calling and sighting of four Ground Cuckoo-shrikes on the
wing, the elusive Bourke’s Parrot and the much sought
after Slaty-backed Thornbill. That night, to everyone’s
amazement Lara’s dinner continued to have ‘legs’.
We then journeyed north-west and north-east and it
was equally satisfying with sightings of trilling Whitebrowed Treecreepers, the blue crescent wattle of the
Pied Honeyeater, two strutting Australian Bustards, an
Orange Chat, over 200 soaring and swarming Masked
Woodswallows, all low to the ground, both butcherbirds,
both babblers, a Sacred and a Red-backed Kingfisher
and of course the ubiquitous Crested Bellbird. As was
to be expected in this arid area, there were also plenty
of Southern Whitefaces, Chestnut-rumped Thornbills
and at least one Redthroat. The guessing prize went
to a passionate flora lover, Sue Johnson, with 77 birds.
(Shame on you, Graham!)
Jenny Sumpton spoke for all of us when she
congratulated Peter and Rose for selecting the wonderful
venue and for the superb job they did in enabling the
whole group to effortlessly add to their ‘lifer’ collection.
John McMullan

Queens Park Regional Open
Space, 21 August
Fifteen members and three visitors were rewarded by
good birding conditions and even the need for sunglasses
to be donned towards the end of the walk.
Due to there being full lakes across Perth, the waterbird
numbers were low. Nevertheless we spotted Pacific
Black Duck, Grey Teal, Australian Wood Duck, Australian
Shelduck and Australasian Grebe. The raptors arrived
early in the day with a pair of Brown Goshawks and an
Australian Hobby.

Next day, after cleaning the ice from the car
windows, the convoy set off to the south
into a fine, clear day. The air was heavy
with anticipation for ‘lifers’, for the wonders
of the mulga bushland in spring and for
the expectation of carpets of wildflowers.
The convoy was soon brought to an
abrupt halt by the piping sound of a Black
Honeyeater which proceeded to entertain
everyone with its flitting flight patterns. The
other highlights for the day included the
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater, Wondinong campout (see also pp2,50,59,63). Photo
ascending sounds of the Pallid Cuckoo, the
by Alan Watson
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Wondinong campout photos (see report, p49)

Black-faced Woodswallow. Photo by Alan Watson

Mulga Parrot. Photo by John McMullan

Crested Bellbird. Photo by Dusty Millar

Western Quail-thrush. Photo by Jennifer Sumpton

Above: Southern Whiteface. Photo by John McMullan
Left: White-browed Treecreeper. Photo by Dusty Millar
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Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos were the most numerous of
the six parrot species seen with groups of three to 15
observed regularly throughout the morning. However the
skeins of 50 or more Straw-necked Ibis took out the prize
for largest individual flocks. Brown Honeyeaters won the
‘most incessant call’ competition.

rainfall. It was too early for most waders but there were
a few on the lakes including Black-winged Stilts, Redcapped Plovers and many Red-necked Stints. Many
of us delighted in the sight of several large families
of Australian Shelduck. One pair was shepherding 20
ducklings.

While not watching birds we were looking at the
wildflowers. Four orchid species were seen flowering,
with a few more species sending up flowering stems to
be open in another week or two. We also flushed three
boys having a quiet smoke of certain substances in the
bushes. Unfortunately for them, they settled down again
along our route and so were flushed for a second time.

However we were on the island to do bushbird surveys,
so we spent most of our time tramping back and forth
through the 24 remnant and re-vegetation sites around
the island. It was noted that the success of the revegetation projects has meant that some plots have
merged together. A few sites were also very difficult
to access due to thick bush. Yet other sites had large
amounts of very dry dead timber which could in adverse
circumstances be a major fire hazard. Above all it was
wonderful to see so much flowering heath, Conostylus
and pollen filled Callitris as well as an abundance of fresh
green growth.

The count at morning tea started at 43 species, but was
then adjusted to 44 as another bird flew overhead. A
noise behind us led us on a search for a White-browed
Scrubwren, which led us to an Australian Reed-Warbler
and a Little Pied Cormorant. The final count was 47
species for the morning.
Thank you to all of the participants for helping spot the
birds and for sharing your good company.
Sian Mawson

Karakamia, 27 August
The morning was wet and cold, but four members met
with our guide Simon Cherriman of Insight Ornithology.
Karakamia, in Chidlow, was established by Martin Copley
in 1991 and is run by Australian Wildlife Conservancy.
Simon explained to us the work that Karakamia does and
told us about the flora and fauna on the reserve. I was
interested to note that the understorey at Karakamia is in
marked contrast to unprotected areas because here the
small marsupials — especially the Woylies — are able to
process the leaf litter.
As we set off for our walk from close to the cottage
we were able to see a range of bushbirds, especially a
Western Yellow Robin, with its striking yellow belly. As
the walk progressed we were shown two Wedge-tailed
Eagle nests that could be seen from the reserve, but
there were no eagles to be seen on the day because of
the unfavourable weather. Simon told us that the eagles
build a number of nests but only breed in one of them.
Later we saw a small flock of Red-capped Parrots with the
adults in their vibrant plumage.
Our final bird count for the day was 33 species, a fair
number considering the weather.
Sandra West

Rottnest Island, 2-4
September
Sixteen of us with ages ranging from 10 to 87 enjoyed
three lovely, sunny days on Rottnest Island. Water
levels in all the lakes were high due to the good winter
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Overall, we saw 50 bird species. There were many Redcapped Robins and Golden Whistlers as well as numerous
Western Gerygones and Silvereyes. It was interesting to
note that there were Fan-tailed Cuckoos in many sites
around the island and two Horsfield’s Bronze Cuckoos
in adjacent sites. There were also sightings of Painted
Button-quail and several raptors — Brown Goshawks,
Nankeen Kestrels and a Little Eagle. There were also
several pairs of Osprey, some on nests. Unfortunately,
we did not see the Buff-banded Rail, though Lorraine was
lucky enough to spot a Rock Parrot near the lighthouse.
The trip ran smoothly thanks to Sue Mather and Lorraine
Marshall. A huge amount of work goes into organising the
Rottnest surveys and it is only through this effort that the
rest of us are able to enjoy a fun weekend. And of course
the work does not stop there because all the results need
to be collated and then compared with previous surveys.
I should also not forget Rob who manages our drinking
water and lends out his newspaper.
Jill Hobbs

Bibra Lake, Cockburn,
4 September
Despite freeway closures, parking difficulties, early
predictions of rain and the fact that it was Father’s Day,
this walk attracted 20 members and seven visitors, with a
bird 'turnout' which also didn’t disappoint.
Early sightings accounted for most of the 11 waterfowl
and grebes marked off, along with the only two raptors, a
Swamp Harrier and Brown Goshawk. Numerous viewings
of Splendid Fairy-wrens occurred throughout, the males
in magnificent breeding plumage, with also a nice
sighting of a Shining Bronze-Cuckoo, up close contact
with a Spotted Pardalote and all three ibis, but there
were still more 'standouts' to come.
Thanks to our 'experts' Sue and Clive, we were able to
confirm an extremely rare sighting of a juvenile Olivebacked Oriole, well out of its normal range and later
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came across a family of Chestnut-breasted Mannikin,
before Nigel managed to almost stumble over a Brown
Quail, which paid a very brief visit.
All in all, although slightly over-time (four hours), it
proved a most rewarding walk, resulting in some 62
species counted and many participants picking up at least
one 'lifer' on the morning.
Alan Watson

Nangeen Hill and Mount
Caroline Surveys, 9-11
September
Twelve birders journeyed 200 km east of Perth to a
functioning farmhouse at the foot of Mount Caroline off
the Yoting/Kellerberrin Road to compile comprehensive
lists as part of a project looking at bird populations
within three isolated reserves. We were greeted by
stunning scenery with granite outcrops nestled in fields
of green, carpets of colour and a bonanza of wildflower
blooms. Most of us were forced to take a detour because
extensive recent rain washed away the access road.
But it had its upside as Andrew and Jill greeted us with
the stunning news that they had seen two beautiful
Red-necked Avocets with four recently arrived chicks.
Red-capped Plovers, Red-kneed Dotterels, Black-fronted
Dotterels and a White-necked Heron were further benefits
of the winter deluge. Other quality birds sighted over
the next two days included an Elegant Parrot, a pair of
Black-shouldered Kites, Brown-headed and White-eared
Honeyeaters and Redthroats. A total of 59 species was
seen over the weekend.
In addition to the stunning wildflowers, other highlights
included watching Black-flanked Rock Wallabies feeding
during our morning tea break in the electric fence
protected, Nangeen Hill Nature Reserve, and having
morning tea in the deconsecrated church at the foot of
Mount Stirling.
An amusing anecdote occurred when Kathy and Jill chose
to look for more Red-necked Avocets around Quairading
on their journey home. Kath became bogged and after
two hours was rescued by the RAC.

Libby McGill won the prize for the guess of the number of
birds seen.
John McMullan

STAR SWAMP, 15 SEPTEMBER
Perfect spring weather, no wind and with an early start,
the group consisted of nine members and three visitors.
A pair of Tawny Frogmouths had been observed by the
leader several days prior to the excursion so on the day,
one was missing but the Texan couple and the Canadian
from Victoria were quite thrilled for their first sighting of
this species, and some others.
A cuckoo called intermittently near the swamp but was
not sighted so was not included in the count. A pair of
Brown Goshawks circling quite high was of interest.
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos came in small flocks heading
south, which must have been a flight path for them.
On returning to the car park, we checked out a display
of Donkey Orchids with about 12 blooms. This is now
becoming a rarity in the area.
Morning tea and we recorded 25 species for the morning
which is par for the course for Star Swamp.
Michel J Hancock

BICKLEY BROOK, ORANGE GROVE,
18 SEPTEMBER
About 30 participants met on a lovely, sunny morning
to join the walk led by Ruth and John Luyer. The
track followed along the side of the Bickley Brook
valley through fairly open Wandoo-Marri woodland.
Calothamnus (in flower) was the predominant
understorey shrub. The total bird count was 44, the same
as the record highest count from last year. Highlights
were a Tawny Frogmouth, good views of a Wedge-tailed
Eagle, a pair of Brown Falcons, a Red-eared Firetail and a
Fan-tailed Cuckoo.
Susan Quartermaine

Central Wheatbelt Campout,
24-27 SeptEMBER

The group enjoying a break, Nangeen. Photo by Diane
Beckingham
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Good autumn, winter and spring rains had refreshed
and greened the central wheatbelt landscape causing a
magnificent display of wildflowers — the best for many
years. The gold of the acacias contrasted with the green
of their foliage. Pink, white and yellow everlastings
were everywhere, patches of purple Dampiera dotted
the bushland and many eucalypts, grevilleas and other
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shrubs were starting to flower, attracting large numbers
of Brown Honeyeaters.
Against this background and with a forecast of rain for
the next four days, 16 people assembled at the Merredin
Tourist Park on the Friday evening for the campout
briefing. The park had quite
a number of bird species
moving in and around it
including Purple-crowned
Lorikeet, Yellow-throated
Miner, Rufous Songlark
and Tree Martin. A pair of
Western Corellas was nesting
in a spout of a large tree in
the centre of the park.

Pardalotes. The wind was strengthening, bringing more
clouds, as we moved to Tandegin Rock. Here the group
worked diligently to record three thornbill species, Redcapped Robin, Elegant Parrot and Brown Goshawk that
were keeping low to avoid the wind. A passing local
farmer told us about two
Malleefowl mounds nearby —
one active and one inactive —
and then took us to see both.
After that he spent more than
half an hour with us telling us
about the birds he had on his
land.
The final bird call that night
brought the total species
recorded for the campout to
87 with the bottle of wine
going to Libby McGill for the
closest guesstimate. Thanks
to everyone who attended
and helped make it a success.

The Saturday morning drive
to Sandford Rocks resulted in
some participants beinglucky
enough to see an Australian
Bustard fly across the
highway. It was still quite
Peter Sandilands
cool and we noted that the
birds were not remaining in
one place very long, making
observation and photography Chestnut-rumped Thornbill, Merredin. Photo by Alan Watson
difficult. Highlights here were
a group of Australasian Pipits
Mount Gibson Wildlife
warming themselves on the rocks, a young Horsfield’s
Bronze-Cuckoo being raised by a pair of ChestnutSanctuary survey, 3-8 October
rumped Thornbills and a Southern Boobook. After lunch,
the shire’s walk trail at Westonia Common was traversed.
Seven members attended Mount Gibson for their annual
Seven cockatoo and parrot species were recorded there
four days of bird surveys. These surveys of 20 minutes
including Purple-crowned Lorikeet feeding on some
each are conducted at selected sites both inside and
flowering eucalypts.
outside the feral proof fenced area which encloses about
Day two was spent at two reserves near the town. The
7800 hectares and is now home to at least three of
first reserve was fairly quiet although an Elegant Parrot
Australia’s most endangered mammal species.
obligingly remained on a low branch long enough for
Some decent rains this year had resulted in a profusion
everyone to obtain a good view and take photographs. At
of wildflowers and with fluctuating weather patterns
the next reserve similarly good views were obtained of
we were fortunate to have good birding conditions for
Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo, Pallid Cuckoo, White-winged
most of the time, although we were hampered by windy
Triller and Black-faced Woodswallow. In the afternoon
conditions on a couple of occasions. As well as the survey
we visited two parks within the town where the first
sites we also recorded all the species seen or heard
waterbirds for the campout were recorded. Later, a
during our visit and ended up with a total of 85 which is
female Nankeen Kestrel sitting on a branch in a patch
by far the highest number I’ve known in the seven years
of sunlight showed everyone the beauty of its nankeen
of surveying there.
colouration.
The group travelled to Billyacatting Hill on the third day
where a White-faced Heron was seen overflying the hill
as the group was enjoying morning tea. Other species
seen while birding along the edge of the reserve were
Emu, Mulga Parrot, Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater and Grey
Currawong. On the way back to Merredin, Pam Masters
showed us an old gravel pit where she had seen Whitebacked Swallow in the past. Those who were quick to
get out of their vehicles upon arrival got to see what
appeared to be the only one. Crested Bellbird was also
recorded at this site.
Day four saw the group visit a number of small reserves.
At the first one a Western Yellow Robin posed on a
termite mound allowing Alan Watson to take some
excellent photographs. Most participants also saw a lively
group of Blue-breasted Fairy-wrens and some Spotted
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Nine raptor species and four cuckoo species were seen.
There were also good sightings of Major Mitchell’s
Cockatoo, Western Corella, Regent Parrot, Mulga Parrot
and unusually high numbers of Bourke’s Parrot sightings.
Other birds which can be difficult to see elsewhere
included Malleefowl, Australian Bustard, Chestnut Quailthrush, Slaty-backed Thornbill and several good sightings
of Grey-fronted Honeyeater.
Mount Gibson has undergone a number of changes
recently with more visits from other survey groups, a
busy field research station and the Quartz Ridge campsite
up and running again with new toilet facilities and an
undercover barbecue area.
As usual, many thanks must go to the staff at Mount
Gibson for all their assistance and hospitality including a
welcome and farewell barbecue, a nocturnal visit to see
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Greater Stick-nest Rats and a trip to the scenic Beanthiny
Rocks, involving a short climb, for sunset drinks and
snacks. Not too many drinks though, as we did have to
negotiate the rocks again to leave!
All in all an excellent trip and the birding gets better
every year.
Peter White

Hi Vallee Farm, Badgingarra
7-9 October
Twenty-five birders arrived at the Hi Vallee farm to settle
into a campsite on the banks of a creek among Kwongan
vegetation, a mosaic of soils and laterite rocks. Christine
Wilder greeted us with news of sightings of a Honey
Possum and an Echidna, a Spotted Nightjar heard, and
the promise of an owl or two.
But next day the weather turned
foul and the group battled on
to make the best of a tough
situation. That night the bird call
was rescheduled to the shearing
shed and this saved the day as it
facilitated a night of joviality and
conviviality.

species. The Black-fronted Dotterels were back on the
western side and the Australian Reed-Warblers and Little
Grassbirds calling from the reeds. Many waterbirds were
breeding and the Magpie-larks were in the early stages of
creating their master piece.
Ten members, including two on their first BirdLife WA
outing, saw 48 species in two hours.
Sue Abbotts

Beermullah Lake, Gingin,
16 October
On a cool and quite windy morning, nine members and
two guests attended this cattle farming property for an
all day excursion. There are
several lakes on the property
and the largest one covers a
fairly extensive area. Compared
to our last excursion three years
ago water levels were very high,
which, not surprisingly, resulted
in fewer sightings of waders than
in previous years.

Because of the distances to be
Birds seen included Western
covered we= moved our vehicles
Thornbills, breeding plumage
on several occasions enabling
White-winged Fairy-wrens,
us to look at a number of varied
Variegated and Splendid Fairyhabitats. As the day progressed
wrens, a Black-fronted Dotterel,
the wind dropped and we had
a Brown Songlark, Hooded
very pleasant birding conditions,
Robins, both butcherbirds and
recording a good variety of
two Collared Sparrowhawks,
bushbirds and waterbirds.
one of which had a frog clasped
firmly in its talons. The usual
We finished with a total of 58
debate took place with those
species including Little Black,
who thought it could be a Brown
Little Pied and Great Cormorants,
Goshawk. The splashes of colour Nankeen Kestrel, Badgingarra campout (see also
White-necked Heron, Yellowp63). Photo by Alan Watson
from the wildflowers made
billed Spoonbill, Red-kneed
up for the persistent rain and
Dotterel and plenty of Sacred
those looking ‘down’ managed a
Kingfishers. A wooded area with some good sized trees
Eucalyptus suberea and Black Kangaroo Paws.
provided us with Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike and several
cockatoo and parrot species including Western Rosella
Our thanks go out to Joy and Don Williams for making
and Red-capped Parrot.
our farm stay memorable and congratulations to Pauline
Woolley for winning the bird guess prize with 56.
This is an excellent birding venue and a bit more
John McMullan

LAKE MONGER, 12 OCTOBER

adventurous than some, with a few dirt tracks and
electric fences to negotiate. We all had a great time.

Many thanks must go to Sally and Phil for allowing us
onto their property and for all the help they gave us.
Peter White

It felt like the first day of summer with a strong easterly
wind and a forecast of an over 30° day, the first since
autumn. Starting early paid off as we circumnavigated
the lake, which was very full after a wet spring.

Ashfield Flats, 23 October

As we went around the lake the number of species built
with all three grebe species, nine duck species, Brown
Goshawk and Collared Sparrowhawk and three cormorant

Twenty-six members arrived at the seldom visited
Ashfield Flats, a tranquil river location, on a superb spring
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day to an orchestra of birds, lots of breeding and nesting
viewings and high expectations. Interest soon centred
on numerous Striated Pardalotes entering and exiting
hollows and a number of Laughing Kookaburras both
seen and heard. Pandemonium broke out as screeching
birds, flying in all directions, proved to uncover a
Southern Boobook which was chased by Magpie-larks and
Australian Ravens to the opposite side of the river. (see
also photo, p21)
Sightings included the White-necked and White-faced
Heron, Red-tailed and Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos, a
White-browed Scrubwren, a White-cheeked Honeyeater
and New Holland Honeyeater in the same tree for
comparison purposes, then a Rainbow Bee-eater in
the car park at the conclusion of the excursion. The
consensus was that this location, which yielded 53
species with only one raptor and few waterbirds, should
be revisited.
John McMullan

COLLINS ROAD, 29 OCTOBER

Laughing Kookaburra, Ashfield Flats (see also p21). Photo by
John McMullan

The bad weather reports and actual showers did not
deter 17 intrepid birders from working hard to find 27
birds at Collins Rd. We were rewarded with good looks at
quality birds which was great.
The Western Yellow Robins were feeding young so there
were excellent sightings. On our way down the hill we
were fortunate to see a single male Crested Shriketit that stayed around so we had more good sightings
and photographs. A male Blue-breasted Fairy-wren
was not quite so obliging, but was seen by most of us.
Three Painted Button-quail were flushed but not seen
again. Only three honeyeater species were heard and
seen as there was very little in the way of blossom in the
trees. This did not deter some Purple-crowned Lorikeets
that were nesting in small eucalypt hollows. It is thought
that they may have been feeding young as they returned
regularly to the hollows. Dusky Woodswallows also
had a nest in the fork of a tree. A single raptor, Brown
Goshawk, caused the noisy Yellow-plumed Honeyeaters
to be even noisier for a while. Rufous Treecreepers were
heard everywhere, but did not show themselves to
everyone. A really surprising sighting was a White-faced
Heron flying over the Wandoo, possibly on a flight to/
from a farm dam. It was marvellous hearing the Rainbow
Bee-eaters again and there was a Sacred Kingfisher
calling briefly.
When the birds were being quieter than usual we were
able to concentrate on the numerous orchids that were
flowering. A few sunny periods enabled us to see some
of the Sun Orchids open their buds. Most disturbing, was
the sighting of a very healthy looking cat being flushed
from a position near where the fairy-wrens were seen.
Many thanks to Clive Nealon for taking over the
leadership at short notice.
Claire Gerrish
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Given an opportunity, I can't resist taking photos of these
wonderful birds. On Sunday, friends picked up a very young
Tawny Frogmouth in their garden and placed it in a nearby redflowering gum tree. The following morning it was found safe,
closely attended by the parents. These were taken on Tuesday.
Canon D60, Sigma 150-600mm lens. Photo by David Free
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It has been a surprisingly cold and windy period
at the observatory, and this has affected bird
numbers at times. However, we have recorded 75
species in July, 71 in August, 80 in September and
in October, 63 to date.
Around the observatory, there have been sightings
of Brush Bronzewing, Major Mitchell’s Cockatoo, Bluebreasted Fairy-wren, White-browed Scrubwren, Grey
Fantail, White-winged Triller, Australian Raven, Grey
Currawong, Grey Butcherbird, Red Wattlebird, Grey
Shrike-thrush, Willie Wagtail and all our common
honeyeaters in every month. There have been visits from
a Fan-tailed Cuckoo and a Sacred Kingfisher at our bird
baths. A male Brown Songlark, resplendent in breeding
plumage, paid a brief visit in August. We have heard but
not seen Golden Whistlers, except for one male on the
access track.
Among the raptors there were Nankeen Kestrels, Brown
Falcons, Brown Goshawks, Wedge-tailed Eagles and
White-bellied Sea Eagles in every month, and a Collared
Sparrowhawk in July. We saw five Black-shouldered Kites
in August.
Crystal ponds at Cocklebiddy produced six Straw-necked
Ibis in September and a Black-winged Stilt. Above the
escarpment there have been sightings of Emus, mostly
with chicks, Australian Bustards each month, and
Australian Ringneck in August and September.
The Rainbow Bee-eaters returned in September, first
sighted around Burnabbie and later at the observatory.
There have been several sightings of Chestnut Quailthrush along the access track. A survey in September
of the known Malleefowl mounds failed to reveal a bird,

or an active mound, but there was evidence of
activity since the last survey ten years ago. Birds
had been seen earlier this year, but none were
sighted at this time. A White-faced Heron visited
the observatory for a few days. It looked rather
out of place drinking from the bird baths, and even
perched on the top of the wind vane one evening.
On Kanidal beach, we have seen Ruddy Turnstones,
Curlew Sandpipers, Red-necked Stints, a pair of Doublebanded Plovers, a pair of Red-necked Avocets, Banded
Stilts, Black-winged Stilts, Pacific Golden Plovers, Great
Crested Grebes, Pied Cormorants, Australian Pelicans,
Sooty and Australian Pied Oystercatchers, Silver and
Pacific Gulls, Common Sandpipers, Crested and Caspian
Terns.
Red-capped Plovers are nesting, and we have seen our
first runner. No sign yet of Australian Pied Oystercatcher
offspring. Only a few Pacific Black Ducks and Grey Teal
have been seen.
We have seen seals and dolphins, and a whale and calf
were at Twilight Cove in September. Among beachwashed specimens this winter have been a Wandering
Albatross, a Southern Giant Petrel, a juvenile Pied
Cormorant, two Pacific Gulls, a young seal and one adult
seal.
Two nesting boxes for the Major Mitchell’s Cockatoos
have been erected within sight of the observatory. One is
of the new plastic tube type as used for Carnaby’s BlackCockatoos. Both nests have sparked interest from the
birds, but so far none have nested in them. The recent
photography course has once again produced some
wonderful shots of the Major Mitchell's.
Welcome Swallows are nesting and we have nailed up
some boards between the rafters to help them. They
have great difficulty building here, where there is no
mud, just sand and plant material, which is not very
solid. They are very persistent, though. One pair has
been busy pulling strands out of a rope mat at the back
door. Another pair has built a sort of fort on a board
above the front entrance, and we can see at least one
chick.
We have had many guests at Eyre, as well as day
visitors. Most have come armed with cameras of various
sizes and always the hope of sighting an elusive bird. We
have been pleased to share this beautiful place with so
many enthusiastic bird-lovers.
Ron and Narelle Leven

Double-banded Plover, Eyre. Photo by Delene van Dyk
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Coming events
Important note re campouts
Members anticipating attending campouts must notify the BirdLife WA Office (9383 7749) of the number in their party and when
they will arrive.
If you are unsure, put your name down as you can always cancel.
An emergency contact number should also be provided in case of accident.

New members
Please let the leaders know that you are a new member and don’t hesitate to ask for assistance with bird sightings.

Friday 1 December: Sundowner

Saturday 10 December

For details, contact Peel-Mandurah
Branch:
Bob Paterson: peelbirds1@westnet.
com.au or phone 0400 664 453.

See Myalup Bird Observers Group
report (page 47) for details.

See Cape to Cape Bird Group (page 46)
for details.

Saturday 3 December: Big Carine
Lake, Carine
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park off
Beach Road, Carine. Big Carine Lake
is part of the Northern Swan Coastal
Plain IBA for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo.
Over 90 species have been recorded
at this lake, including the three ibis,
Buff-banded Rail, several species of
duck and various raptors. Bring your
telescope if you have one.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Clive Nealon

Sunday 4 December: Penguin
Island, Shoalwater
Photogroup activity
Meet at the ferry terminal car park
at 8:30 am to catch the 9:00 am
ferry. The car park is near the corner
of Arcadia Drive and Penguin Road
in Shoalwater. We will photograph
the pelican rookeries, Bridled Terns,
Crested and Caspian Terns with young
and also Pied Cormorants, which have
a regular flight path conveniently close
to the pier.
Bring your lunch as we will have it
on the lawn and share images on the
laptop.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Richard Mazanec

For members and the general public.
Leader: John and Ruth Luyer

Saturday 10 December: Herdsman
Lake, Stirling
Half-day excursion
Saturday 3 December: Half-day
excursion: Canal Rocks and Smiths
Beach

and it should be quite a pleasant walk
along the river.

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park of
the Perth Pony Club. To reach the car
park, drive along Jon Sanders Drive
from Perth and turn left just before you
reach Selby Street. This is one of the
waterbird refuges that never dry up.
Herdsman Lake is located within the
Northern Swan Coastal Plain Important
Bird Area for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo.
Bring your telescope if you have one.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Claire Gerrish

Sunday 11 December: BWA
Christmas barbecue
The annual Christmas barbecue this
year will be held as usual, at Peregrine
House, at about 6:00 pm, on the
lawn at the rear of the building. Bring
your own food and drink, and chairs if
possible. BBQ provided.
All members welcome.

Tuesday, 13 December: Albany
Branch excursion
See the branch’s report (page 40) for
more details.

Thursday 15 December: Clarkson
Reserve, Maylands
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park on
the east side of the tennis courts off
Clarkson Road. Travelling away from
the city on Guildford Road, turn right
into Peninsula Road and follow this until
you reach a T-junction with Clarkson
Road. Turn left at the T-junction and
travel about 200 m along Clarkson
Road towards the tennis courts, and
turn right to reach the parking area.
Buff-banded Rail have been seen here
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Saturday 17 December: Alfred
Cove, Melville
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park in Troy
Park next to the oval, off Burke Drive,
Attadale. There should be migratory
waders and waterbirds around the river,
and there are always bushbirds in the
park. Over 130 bird species have been
recorded here. Bring your telescope if
you have one.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Toni Webster

Sunday 1 January 2017: Canning
River Regional Park, Wilson
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the Kent Street
Weir car park. The walk follows a 5
km circuit along the Canning River,
viewing a large selection of bush and
waterbirds, hopefully with sightings of
the elusive Spotless Crake. Over 110
species have been recorded in this
area.
For members and guests only.
Leaders: George and Pam Agar

Sunday 8 January: Nambeelup
Settling Ponds, Nambeelup
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in the large, cleared
area on the north side of Lakes Road
and just west of Kwinana Freeway. We
will carpool from here and travel on
to the Nambeelup settling ponds. The
site regularly hosts a good variety
of waterbirds and waders, including
less common species such as Wood
Sandpiper, Pectoral Sandpiper and
Long-toed Stint.
PLEASE NOTE: Due to the nature of this
site, numbers for this excursion will be
STRICTLY LIMITED TO 20 PEOPLE. If
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you wish to attend, you MUST contact
the BirdLife WA office on 9383 7749 to
put your name on the list. If you have a
high visibility shirt, please wear it.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Bob Paterson and Bill Russell

Thursday 12 January: Baigup
Wetlands, Bayswater
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the car park near
the rowing club at the end of Milne
Street in Bayswater. Turn south-east
off Guildford Road into Milne Street and
follow this to the end, then turn right
into the car park. There is a variety of
waterbirds and bushbirds.
For members and the general public.
Leaders: Penny Lee and Richard Curtis

Saturday 14 January: Lake McLarty,
Murray
Photogroup excursion
Meet at 3:30 pm in the boat ramp car
park on the Harvey Estuary (Collins
Pool) which is just west of Lake
McLarty. Travel on Forrest Highway past
Pinjarra Road, turning right into Mills
Road and continue for approximately
4 km. Just past Reading Place on the
right it becomes Birch Drive which
bends to the right. Take the next left
to the car park. After meeting we will
follow Birch Drive north to the reserve
gate. There is an unlocked pedestrian
gate.
Take food, water, sun hat and insect
repellent. TAKE RUBBER BOOTS OR
OLD SHOES AS IT WILL BE MUDDY IN
SOME AREAS. The nearest public toilet
is at the intersection of Forrest and
Lake Clifton Rd, just south of the turn
off to Mills.

Bring morning tea because, if time
permits, we will move to Salter Point
where further species may be seen.
For members and the general public.
Leaders: Lorraine and Richard Chyne

Tuesday, 18 January: Albany
Branch excursion
See the branch’s report (page 44) for
more details.

Saturday 21 January: Woodman
Point, Cockburn
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:00 am in the car park at
Woodman Point on Jervoise Bay. Turn
right off Cockburn Road, into O’Kane
Court, then left into Jervoise Bay Cove,
and almost immediately right into
Woodman Point Road. Drive to the end
of the road and take the last left to the
car park.
We will walk along the beach to
Woodman Spit, and back along the
other side to Cockburn Cement Jetty
to look for waders and seabirds. After
morning tea we will move to a nearby
location to look for bushbirds in the
Woodman Point Regional Park where
there are some large old Tuart trees.
Over 100 bird species have been
recorded here. Bring your telescopes.
For members and guests only.

Sunday 15 January: Waterford
Foreshore, Salter Point
Half-day excursion
Meet at the Curtin University Boat
Shed at 7:30 am. To reach the parking
area travel along Manning Road and
turn into Elderfield Road which is on
the western side of the Trinity College
playing fields. Proceed to the end of
this street and the parking area is on
the right hand side. We will walk along
the river front for about 2 km and
return via a nearby park.
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One hundred and eighty four bird
species have been listed in the park,
including rarities such as Western
Bristlebird and Western Whipbird. There
is excellent birding around Quaalup
Homestead and at Bremer Bay.
Quaalup Homestead has camping
facilities, units, cabins and a chalet.
There is power for lights but NOT
fridges in the camping grounds and no
generators. They do not have credit
card facilities so electronic payment
prior to the weekend or cheque or cash
please. Call to make a reservation on
phone 08 9837 4124 and check their
web site on www.whalesandwildflowers.
com.au
There will be a limit of 25 people so
please notify the BirdLife WA office on
9383 7749 of your intention to attend.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Peter Taylor

Leader: Gavin White

Monday 23 January: Bold Park Eco
Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Sam Rycken, a Murdoch PhD student,
will give a talk on satellite tracking
black-cockatoos.

Members and guests only.
Leader: Chris Thorne

Travel down Albany Highway, turn
left at Arthur River to Wagin and
follow Great Southern Highway
through Katanning and Broomhill.
After Broomhill turn left toward
Gnowangerup and follow the road to
Ongerup and Jerramungup where it is
your last chance to fill with fuel. From
Jerramungup travel south on South
Coast Highway towards Albany for 28
km then left onto Devil Creek Road.
If travelling from Albany, fuel up at
Boxwood Hill.

Thursday 26 to Sunday 29 January:
Australia Day campout at Quaalup
Homestead Wilderness Retreat,
Fitzgerald River National Park
Fitzgerald River National Park is
recognised as an area of international
significance, and has been classified
as a Biosphere Reserve. It contains
20% of the plant species occurring
in Western Australia, including the
magnificent Royal Hakea. Many plants
that are found here occur nowhere else.
Quaalup Homestead Wilderness Retreat
is situated on 40 acres, surrounded by
Fitzgerald National Park and is 540 km
from Perth.

Sunday 29 January: Lake McLarty,
Murray
Full day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the gate into Lake
McLarty Reserve. Travel on Forrest
Highway past Pinjarra Road, turning
right into Mills Road and continue
for approximately 3.7 km until you
see the reserve entrance gate on the
right. Take your lunch, sun hat, insect
repellant, water and telescopes. WEAR
RUBBER BOOTS OR OLD SHOES AS IT
WILL BE MUDDY.
Lake McLarty is a KBA (IBA) site for
migratory waders so there should be a
variety of waders at the lake, as well as
many waterbirds and bushbirds. Over
140 bird species have been recorded in
this reserve. Note: this excursion may
be moved to an alternative venue if
water levels are unsuitable.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Robyn Pickering

Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 160 December 2016

Coming events, ctd
Saturday 4 and Sunday 5 February
Annual Hooded Plover count
See Notices, p39 for details.

Sunday 5 February: Lake
Joondalup, Joondalup
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at Neil Hawkins Park,
in the car park at the end of Boas
Avenue. Joondalup Lake has recorded
the highest number of species for any
BirdLife WA half-day excursion with 75
species of birds seen in one morning
excursion. There are always lots of
waterbirds and bushbirds to be seen
around this large lake, and there could
be waders as well. Lake Joondalup
is within the Northern Swan Coastal
Plain Key BiodiversityArea (KBA) for
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo.
Bring your telescope if you have one.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Wayne Merritt

Saturday 11 to Sunday 12
February: Rottnest Shorebird 2020
count
This survey is part of the twice-annual
count of shorebirds on Rottnest Island
for both the Rottnest Island Authority
and the Shorebirds 2020 database. The
island has been listed as a KBA (IBA)
on the basis of the breeding Fairy Tern
colony and the numbers of Banded Stilt
that use this site. So the data gathered
contributes to this BirdLife Australia
project also.
The shorebird survey will take place
early on the Saturday. Sunday morning
will be spent reviewing the results. YOU
WILL NEED TO BE ON THE ISLAND BY
FRIDAY EVENING. Accommodation,
at no cost apart from incidentals, is
available and will be booked from
Friday 10th to Sunday 12th. The cooking
facilities, refrigerators, beds have all
been updated. You need to bring your
own food or buy it on arrival. The group
usually eats in the settlement on the
Saturday night.
Transport around the island is provided
with the use of two vehicles but the
vehicles cannot be used at night.
Ferry tickets will be provided with a
concession for parking at Northport.
Numbers are limited to 16 people.
Members experienced in wader
identification are required but we
can take some members who are
less confident. It is a good learning

opportunity. If you are interested in
attending, please register your name
and contact details, including e-mail
address, at the BWA office on 9383
7749. You will be notified re ferry
times, tickets and details close to the
date.
For members only.
Leader: Sue Mather

Sunday 12 February: Peel Inlet,
Mandurah
Full day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am north of the Erskine
Lakes near the end of Southmead
Green. Coming from Perth go over the
Mandurah Bypass Bridge, take the first
left into Sticks Boulevard, the first left
into Abbotswood Parkway, the first right
into Pennington Garden and the first
left into Southmead Green. We will look
for waterbirds and bushbirds around
the lakes and estuary. The Peel-Harvey
Estuary is a KBA (IBA) for migratory
waders and Fairy Tern.
The shore at Coodanup may also be
visited by those wishing to extend the
excursion after lunch. Bring insect
repellant, your telescope if you have
one, and come and learn about waders.
This excursion will also contribute to
the annual shorebird count.
For members and guests only.
Leaders: Sue Abbotts

Tuesday, 14 February: Albany
Branch excursion
See the branch’s report (page 44) for
more details.

For members and the general public.
Leader: John Luyer

Saturday 18 February: Photography
Workshop at Herdsman Lake,
Stirling
Photogroup activity
Meet at 3:30 pm in the Maurice Hamer
car park. Turn off Pearson Street into
Falcon Avenue, then right into Lakeside
Road. The car park is on the left,
opposite Heron Place.
We will set up on the foreshore and go
through:
Which mode on your camera to use and
why.
How to get SHARP images by choosing
the correct focus points and drive.
The direction, colour and quality of
light.
How to achieve good exposure in all
light conditions. Includes metering,
exposure compensation and using the
histogram.
Different settings for different shots eg,
birds in flight.
Composition.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Athena Georgiou

Sunday 19 February: Lake Gwelup,
Stirling
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park at the
corner of Stoneman Street and Huntriss
Road, north of Karrinyup Road. We
should see waterbirds and bushbirds,

Thursday 16 February:
Eric Singleton Bird
Reserve, Bayswater
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in the car
park on Bellevue Street.
Travelling away from the
city on Guildford Road,
turn right at Garratt Road
and then left at Williamson
Street and right at Leake
Street. Follow Leake
Street until it terminates
at the car park. We will
walk around the main lake
in the bird sanctuary and
should see a variety of
waterbirds.
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Chestnut Thornbill, Wondinong (see report, p49). Photo
by John McMullan
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and raptors are often seen here. Lake
Gwelup is within the Northern Swan
Coastal Plain KBA for Carnaby’s BlackCockatoo.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Peter White

Sunday 26 February: Alfred Cove,
Melville
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park in
Troy Park next to the Oval, off Burke
Drive, Attadale. There should be some
migratory waders and waterbirds
round the river, and there are always
bushbirds in the park. Buff-banded
Rails have been seen here. Over 80
bird species have been recorded in this
reserve. Bring your ‘scope if you have
one.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Toni Webster

Monday 27 February: Bold Park Eco
Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat
Annual general meeting and
monthly meeting 7:30 pm
See Notices for agenda and nomination
form for the annual general meeting
and election of the Executive
Committee.

This will be followed by Paul Sullivan,
CEO, BA, who will give a talk on
BirdLife, the organisation.

Saturday 4 to Monday 6 March:
Labour Day campout, Lancelin
We will aim to visit a number of birding
sites around Lancelin. A visit to Lancelin
Island is planned, courtesy of the
Lancelin Sea Rescue who have agreed
to transport our group to and from the
island. A donation of approximately $10
is expected from each person. Common
Noddy, Roseate Tern and Rock Parrot all
breed on the island.
We will be based at Lancelin
Caravan Park (south end), Hopkins
Street, Lancelin which is under new
management. Eight powered sites
and four unpowered sites have been
booked. Ring the Caravan Park on
9655 1056 to make your booking.
There is also an abundance of other
accommodation in the town.
Please call the BirdLife WA office on
9383 7749 to book a place as the
campout will be limited to 25 people.
For members and guests only.

Saturday 4 March: Wellard
Wetlands, Baldivis
Half-day excursion

For members and guests only.
Leader: Charles Merriam

Saturday 11 March: Garvey Park,
Ascot
Half-day excursion
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Leader: Clive Nealon

Sunday 12 March: Bibra Lake,
Cockburn
Photogroup activity
Meet at 6:30 am in the first car park
at the northern end of the lake off
Progress Drive. Bibra Lake is a part of
the Beeliar Wetlands chain and a large
number of bushbirds and waterbirds
can be seen here. With the lake drying
we expect to see some migratory
waders, egrets, spoonbills, ibis, crakes
and rails. Bring water, hats, suitable
footwear, plastic groundsheet to sit/lie
upon etc.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Sandra Wallace

Tuesday, 14 March: Albany Branch
excursion
See the branch’s report (page 44) for
more details.

Leader: Sue Abbotts

Meet at 8:00 am at the entrance to
Wellard Wetlands on the northern side
of Bertenshaw Road, 1 km from St
Albans Road. Coming from Perth, turn
left off the freeway into Mundijong
Road, then right into St Albans Road
and right into Bertenshaw Road. There
should be plenty of bushbirds and
waterbirds here, as well as several
species of raptors.

Western Corella, Wubin. Photo by Ian
Wallace

For members and guests only.

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park, next
to the rowing club, at the western
end of Fauntleroy Avenue, off Great
Eastern Highway. This area has a good
variety of waterbirds and bushbirds.
Species recorded here have included
Buff-banded Rail, Spotless Crake and
Mistletoebird.

Thursday 16 March: Blackwall
Reach, Bicton
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the junction of Kent
Street and Blackwall Reach Parade. A
pleasant walk along the Swan River
along a bush track which is noted
for its population of White-cheeked
Honeyeaters. We will also look for
waders along the Point Walter Beach.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Sue Abbotts

Sunday 19 March: Bibra Lake,
Cockburn
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the first car park
at the northern end of the lake off
Progress Drive. Bibra Lake is a part of
the Beeliar Wetlands chain and a large
number of bushbirds and waterbirds
can be seen here.
We will walk around the lake which
takes 3-4 hours. Over 130 bird species
have been recorded in this reserve.
Bring water, hats, suitable footwear,
etc.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Alan Watson
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Friday 14 April to Monday 17 April:
Easter campout, Carnarvon
Carnarvon is an interesting area to go
birdwatching as it is on the boundary
of both northern and southern bird
distributions. It also has a wide variety
of habitats including mangroves and
mudflats, beaches, coastal plain, bush
thickets, grasslands, samphire flats,
claypans and the Gascoyne River.

Juvenile wattlebird, Lake Claremont.
Photo by David Free

Sunday 26 March: Herdsman Lake,
Stirling
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the Maurice Hamer
car park. Turn off Pearson Street into
Falcon Avenue, then right into Lakeside
Road. The car park is on the left,
opposite Heron Place. This is one of the
waterbird refuges which never dry up
and 140 species have been recorded
here. Bring your telescope if you have
one.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Claire Gerrish

Monday 27 March: Bold Park Eco
Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Simon Neville, a BirdLife member, will
give a talk on rare and uncommon birds
of WA and their habitat.

This campout will be based at the
Outback Oasis Caravan Park, 49 Wise
Street, Carnarvon and has a full range
of accommodation options. A special
rate has been negotiated — a powered
site for 4 nights for 2 people costs
$100. Please contact them on 9941
1439 to book your site or chalet and
mention you are with BWA.
Numbers will be limited to 25 people so
please register with the BirdLife office
on 9383 7749.
For members and guests only.

On Friday we travel south on the Burra
Rock Road to Cave Hill where we will
set up camp.
This is a remote area with no facilities.
Everyone will need to be completely
self sufficient for the entire weekend for
food, water and fuel. The road to the
campsite is unsealed but is maintained
by the shire and should be suitable for
2WD. However, during the weekend
we will be driving on some tracks and
those in 2WD vehicles may need to ride
in other vehicles.
We will be undertaking some surveys
for the Great Western Woodlands but
the majority of the time will be spent
exploring the surrounding areas. The
campout will finish on Monday in
sufficient time to allow participants to
return to Perth that day.
Numbers will be limited to 23 so please
register with the BirdLife office (9383
7749). Updated information will be sent
to participants closer to the time.
Members and guests only.

Leader: Sue Abbotts

Leaders: Andrew and Jill Hobbs

Friday 14 April to Monday 17 April:
Easter campout, Cave Hill Campout,
Shire of Coolgardie
Cave Hill is situated about 90 km south
of Coolgardie and within the Great
Western Woodlands.

Note: There will be no April monthly
members’ meeting because
of the public holiday dates in
2017.

The campout will commence with
a briefing in the Boondi Rock
Campground on Thursday 13 April at
6:00 pm. The campground is a free
campground situated on the north side
of Great Eastern Highway 105 km east
of Southern Cross and 81 km west of
Coolgardie within the Boorabin National
Park.

Crossword No. 29,
answers

Advertising rates in
Western Australian Bird Notes
(subject to change without notice)

ACROSS

Full colour (A4 page size):

DOWN

Black-and-white:

5 Richard’s Pipit, 8 oil, 9 names, 11 direct, 13 span, 14 Newhaven, 16
cull, 17 metal, 21 ramp, 22 rot, 23 bonnet, 24 err, 25 upper, 27 grant,
29 centenary, 30 Gnow.
1 sign, 2 preservation, 3 aside, 4 Bibra, 6 totipalmate, 7 plains, 10
mayhem, 12 omnivorous, 15 nylon, 18 estuary, 19 sparrow, 20 staple,
26 rat, 28 tag.
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$200.00 one-off, or
$150.00 per page
if placed in four
consecutive issues
¼ page: $35.00
½ page: $55.00
A4 page $100.00
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Calendar of events
BirdLife Western Australia

Fri 1 Dec: Sundowner, Peel Mandurah Branch event

Western Australian Bird Notes

Sat 3 Dec: Half-day excursion: Canal Rocks and Smiths
Beach

Subscription form

Sat 3 Dec: Big Carine Lake, Carine, Half-day excursion

Are you joining BirdLife Australia for the first time, or renewing your membership?
Do you wish to receive Western Australian Bird Notes?
If so, please complete the section below and send the appropriate fee to the
national office with your membership application.

Title

First name

Sun 4 Dec: Penguin Island, Shoalwater, Photogroup activity
Sat 10 Dec: Myalup Branch excursion
Sat 10 Dec: Herdsman Lake, Stirling, Half-day excursion
Sun 11 Dec: BWA Christmas barbecue
Tue, 13 Dec: Albany Branch excursion
Thu 15 Dec: Clarkson Reserve, Maylands, Half-day excursion
Sat 17 Dec: Alfred Cove, Melville, Half-day excursion
Sun 1 Jan 2017: Canning River Regional Park, Wilson, Halfday excursion

Last name

Sun 8 Jan: Nambeelup Settling Ponds, Nambeelup, Half-day
excursion
Thu 12 Jan: Baigup Wetlands, Bayswater, Half-day excursion

Address

Sat 14 Jan: Lake McLarty, Murray, Photogroup excursion
Sun 15 Jan: Waterford Foreshore, Salter Point, Half-day
excursion
Tue, 18 Jan: Albany Branch excursion

Postcode
Phone (h)

(w)

Sat 21 Jan: Woodman Point, Cockburn, Half-day excursion
Mon 23 Jan: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat, Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Thu 26 to Sun 29 Jan: Australia Day campout at Quaalup
Homestead Wilderness Retreat, Fitzgerald River National
Park
Sun 29 Jan: Lake McLarty, Murray, Full day excursion

Email

Sat 4 and Sun 5 Feb: Annual Hooded Plover count
Sun 5 Feb: Lake Joondalup, Joondalup, Half-day excursion
Sat 11 to Sun 12 Feb: Rottnest Shorebird 2020 count

WABN subscription rates per annum

Sun 12 Feb: Peel Inlet, Mandurah, Full day excursion

(please cross out whichever is inapplicable)

Tue, 14 Feb: Albany Branch excursion

WA and Interstate Members

$20.00

Overseas Members

$30.00

Note: WABN subscription is only available with a BirdLife Australia
membership. For membership rates, contact BirdLife Australia.

Payment details
I enclose a cheque/money order payable to ‘BirdLife Australia’
OR
Debit my Mastercard
___ ___ ___ ___
......../.........
Expiry date

o

___ ___ ___ ___

Visa

o

___ ___ ___ ___

___ ___ ___ ___

....................................................................
Cardholder’s name (please print)

Post to: BirdLife Australia Membership, 60 Leicester St, Carlton VIC 3053
or online: https://support.birdlife.org.au/birdlife/membership/subscriptions-au
or use the shortcut: https://goo.gl/yHgMw2
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Sat 18 Feb: Photography Workshop at Herdsman Lake,
Stirling, Photogroup activity
Sun 19 Feb: Lake Gwelup, Stirling, Half-day excursion
Sun 26 Feb: Alfred Cove, Melville, Half-day excursion
Mon 27 Feb: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat, Annual general meeting and monthly meeting
7:30 pm
Sat 4 to Mon 6 Mar: Labour Day campout, Lancelin

.......................................................................
Signature of Cardholder

8/2016

Thu 16 Feb: Eric Singleton Bird Reserve, Bayswater Half-day
excursion

Sat 4 Mar: Wellard Wetlands, Baldivis, Half-day excursion
Sat 11 Mar: Garvey Park, Ascot, Half-day excursion
Sun 12 Mar: Bibra Lake, Cockburn, Photogroup activity
Tue, 14 Mar: Albany Branch excursion
Thu 16 Mar: Blackwall Reach, Bicton, Half-day excursion
Sun 19 Mar: Bibra Lake, Cockburn, Half-day excursion
Sun 26 Mar: Herdsman Lake, Stirling, Half-day excursion
Mon 27 Mar: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat, Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Fri 14 Apr to Mon 17 Apr: Easter campout, Carnarvon
Fri 14 Apr to Mon 17 Apr: Easter campout, Cave Hill
campout, Shire of Coolgardie
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Members in the field

Enthusiastic but damp birders, Badgingarra campout (see
report, p54). Photo by John McMullan

Relaxing after an interesting walk through Marri, Melaleuca and
Banksia woodland, Queens Park (see report, p49). Photo by
Penny Lee

Wondinong campout (see report, p49)
Left: Pete’s new dance. Photo by Rose Ferrell. Above: Morning tea, Wondinong campout.
Photo by John McMullan. Bottom left: Emergency repairs needed. Photo by Stella StewartWynne. Bottom right: Rita and Coar.Photo by Jennifer Sumpton
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Winners of BirdLife WA’s Black-White Photo Competition
(see report, page 19):
Top left: 1st place Sooty Oystercatcher by Ross Jones
Below left: 2nd place Carnaby’s Black-Ccckatoo by Gary
Meredith
Top right: 3rd place Australasian Darter by Bill Lambe

Winners of BirdLife WA’s Birds in Backyards Photo
Competition (see report, page 19):
Right centre: 1st place Australian Ringneck by Gary
Meredith
Right: 2nd place Scarlet Robin by Jennie Stock
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