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WOOLEEN STATION — GREAT CAMPOUT, SNIPE
AND MUCH, MUCH, MORE
BirdLife Western Australia has an active program
of campouts extending throughout the year. Some
campouts hold extra promise, and the recent campout
held on Wooleen Station (September 25th to 28th) was
one of them. Not only did it give a great list of arid zone
birds rarely seen on campouts closer to Perth, but a few
great surprises.

Wooleen Station

two main periods, one in late summer and early autumn
due to the passage of remnants of tropical storms from
the north-west with a second peak in winter due to the
standard southern winter storms. This year, the nearby
Murchison Settlement recorded falls totalling 116 mm
during February and March due to tropical storms. At
this time both the Murchison and Roderick Rivers flowed,
partly filling Lake Wooleen. The lake received more water
when another 85 mm was recorded during June and July.
At these times the depth in the middle can be several
metres and visitors are able to kayak across the lake
(Pollock and Jones 2015).

Wooleen Station is about 550 km north of Perth and
about 200 km inland, south-east of Shark Bay. It is
around 152 000 hectares of mostly Mulga scrub with long
The campout
stretches of the Murchison and Roderick Rivers running
through the property. The station was founded in 1886, at
We arrived at lunch time on Friday, with the temperature
a time when the general Murchison area was considered
heading for the mid-30s with clear skies, the pattern for
one of the more productive regions for such use
the entire campout. The drive north from Mullewa had
(Pollock and Jones 2015). However, heavy overgrazing,
been interesting. The recent rainfalls were evident in the
exacerbated by
good vegetation, with
droughts, and highly
carpets of everlastings,
variable seasons
though it was getting
meant the vegetation
towards the end of the
suffered badly. So even
wildflower season. We
while the area was
also saw numerous
considered to have a
flocks of Budgerigars,
diverse flora (Meissner
Zebra Finches and
and Wright 2010) this
occasionally, Cockatiels.
overgrazing was such
We were looking
that in a 1994 report
forward to a great
by the Department
weekend.
of Agriculture, the
Murchison Shire was
Our camp was soon
Australian Painted Snipe with chicks, Wooleen Station. Photo by
considered to have the
set up in the group
Andrew Hobbs
most heavily degraded
campsite next to the
rangelands in Western
homestead. This was
Australia (Curry et al. 1994).
quickly followed by a great start to the weekend when
Sue showed us a pair of Magpie-lark nesting next to her
However, more recently, the current lessees have been
camper and a pair of Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike with
implementing projects and practices to help restore the
several young in a nest in a tall eucalypt nearby. We also
natural environment on the property (Pollock and Jones
found an Australian Magpie nesting near our camp and
2015). The results of their efforts and the extent of this
we had Zebra Finches checking out a nest right above our
recovery is now quite evident.
camper.
One of the major features of the station is Lake Wooleen
which is listed in The Directory of Important Wetlands
in Australia (Australian Nature Conservation Agency
1996). It is a good example of a major floodplain lake,
one of the few in southern WA, with an area of around
2200 hectares. It is fed by the Roderick River, which then
empties into the Murchison six kilometres downstream.
While the whole lake and surrounding marshes only fill
once every 5-10 years, it is partly inundated in most
years. When full, the lake may be several metres deep
and is considered fresh water, but becomes brackish as it
dries out. It is a major breeding area for Gull-billed Terns,
Gelochelidon nilotica (Australian Nature Conservation
Agency 1996).
The station is in a low rainfall area with the nearby
Murchison meteorological station recording an annual
average of 233 mm. This is spread throughout year with
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The campout officially started early on Saturday with
an early walk from the homestead. We divided into two
groups with our group walking down to the flood plain
and along House Creek amidst carpets of dried Mulla
Mulla and everlastings. The dense bush had plenty
of birds including several cuckoos, several species
of honeyeaters including Black and Pied, as well as
thornbills and Chiming Wedgebills.
On our return, we drove down to Lake Wooleen, stopping
along the way to look at a large flock of Crimson Chats.
The water level in the lakes had gone well down from
its high point earlier in the year, leaving the shoreline
several hundred metres out across low samphire flats.
But there was still sufficient to support a large population
of birds and we had great views of the massed waterbirds
and waders via telescope, including several Gull-billed
Terns.
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Wooleen Station — great campout, snipe and
much, much, more, ctd
That afternoon we visited Yewlands Pool, an area
separated from the main Wooleen Lake, and it too was
gradually drying up. Even so, there were Australasian and
Hoary-headed Grebes diving amongst the dense weeds,
a good flock of Black-tailed Native-hens, several raptors,
White-faced and White-necked Herons, and flocks of the
ubiquitous Budgerigars, Cockatiels and Zebra Finches
coming in to drink. We were almost finished when a
male Australian Painted Snipe (a first for many of us)
was spotted, warily walking around us, getting rather
agitated. Then a member stumbled over a log and
realised there were runners sheltering underneath, so we
quickly retreated. We watched for a while but the adult
was quite agitated so we decided not to disturb them any
further, and left the male snipe to return to his offspring.
Yet more photos.
Sunday morning promised to be another warm day so it
was a very early start, with a walk from the homestead
out into the drier country opposite the lake. Birds were
scarcer but we still found a few including Chiming
Wedgebills as well as flocks of Budgerigars and Zebra
Finches.
After a quick breakfast, we drove down to the Murchison
River, which had become a series of very long deep
billabongs. The first billabong, reached by a short walk
across the sandy flood plain, had flocks of Grey Teal,
Pacific Black Ducks, Little Black Cormorants and a family
of cygnets, while the surrounding Coolibah trees had their
share of Galahs, honeyeaters and pardalotes. In addition,
we had good views of numerous Fairy Martins coming
and going from their bottle nests under the overhangs on
the opposite bank.
After morning tea, it was really starting to heat up and
the second billabong we visited attracted a few of our
party for a swim, while others watched a pair of Blacktailed Native-hen and some Red-kneed Dotterels along
the shore.
That afternoon, we all went down to the lake on the track
near the homestead. In the knee high forbs surrounding
the lake we had great views of several Orange Chats
(another first for a number of us) which kept us all
engaged for half an hour. Then a walk out across the
samphire to an island made us realise the Orange Chats
were far more abundant than we had realised. The
island allowed a closer view of the numerous ducks,
Australian Pelicans, Black Swans, Black-winged Stilts and
an occasional Gull-billed Tern, as well as the numerous
Whiskered Terns flying back and forth over the samphire
flats.
Monday came and another early start before the heat
of the day. We began with a search for Bourke’s Parrot
in an area where Sue had seen them a few days before.
We were unsuccessful but we did have great views of
more Crimson Chats and a Crested Bellbird. Finally, we
returned to Yewlands Pool for another view of the snipe,
which was just visible nestled down under the log. They
had returned to the same refuge after their evening and
morning foraging even after our disturbance yesterday.
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During the weekend,
an Australian Bustard
had been glimpsed
by only a few people,
including a couple of
visitors. As a result,
we had carried out
several fruitless
searches for this
species. So after
viewing the snipe,
when a comment
came that all we
needed now was for
Sue to organise an
Australian Bustard,
Australian Bustard, Wooleen
and Nigel answered
Station. Photo by Alan Watson
‘just look behind you’,
we all thought it was
a joke! But no; it really was there, wandering around on
the open grassy area quite close to us. It was quickly
followed by one of the biggest Perenties I have ever
seen, walking right past the bustard. Then on the return
trip to camp we passed a couple more bustards and were
treated to the sight of them taking off and flying past
when we stopped to look.
At the final bird call, the total species count for the
entire campout reached 107, including 11 raptor species,
exceeding almost all expectations.

Australian Painted Snipe
(Rostratula australis)
Most of the participants packed up and left that morning.
However, four of us remained behind for an extra night.
Late that afternoon, the four of us went back to Yewlands
Pool around 4:00 pm with drinks and nibbles and just sat
quietly for a couple of hours watching. Initially, we could
see the heads of the male and two of the young poking
out from under the same log as we had observed them
previously. After a few false starts when the Australian
Hobby or a corvid swooped past, the male Australian
Painted Snipe finally emerged and led all four runners
down to the pool where they started to forage in the
water, close to a large tree at the edge of the pool. An
early report in 1963 indicated that a full clutch almost
always contains four eggs (Lowe 1963). The presence of
four runners of a relatively advanced age suggests the
male was quite experienced in defending his offspring
from the many obvious dangers.
Fifteen minutes or so after starting to forage, another
snipe, chased by another bird (possibly a corvid) landed
near the tree where the others were foraging, and lay
still until the danger passed. (The bird was later identified
from photographs as a female Australian Painted Snipe.)
After a while, it made its way over towards the male with
his offspring, whereupon the latter immediately took
shelter under a nearby fallen branch. The male proceeded
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Wooleen Station — great campout, snipe and
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to put on a display which has previously been described
as a threat display; raised and fanned out tail with the
wings spread and held forward in line with the head. This
display has been shown to be preliminary to and part
of an actual physical attack on the object of annoyance
to the bird (Lowe 1963, Muller 1975). In this case
presumably the aim was to drive off the female.
The Australian Painted Snipe is polyandrous with females
mating with up to four or five males before laying the
eggs. The male then takes over incubating the eggs and
raising the runners. The female can produce several
clutches of eggs to leave with different males during
a season, though the maximum number is not known
(Lowe 1963; Marchant and Higgins 1993). In this case
presumably the male was unwilling to mate with the
female and possibly saw her as a danger to his offspring.
The Australian Painted Snipe is considered a separate
species to the African and Asian Painted Snipe species
(none of which are related to Gallinago spp., or true
snipes) (Christidis and Boles 2008). Its conservation
status is listed as ‘Endangered’ (Garnett et al. 2011),
and the population has been decreasing. The observed
decline in numbers is likely to be due, at least in part, to
the loss of suitable wetland habitat (Rogers et al. 2005,
Garnett et al. 2011). This decline was interrupted by the
weather conditions of 2010 which inundated large areas
of eastern Australia filling many wetlands for the first
time in many years. This resulted in a spike of records
with over 400 sightings around Australia. This outcome
indicated the ability of the species to bounce back with
good conditions. However, the expert consensus is that
this was a temporary spike and that the decline in the
population will continue without the implementation of
significant conservation measures (Anon. 2012).
The snipe’s range is generally considered to be the arid
regions of eastern and central Australia extending west
into the northern Kimberley with only about 22 sightings
in Western Australia outside of the Kimberley region in
the last 13 years (WABN, sightings reports; Knuckey et

al. 2013), and breeding is only rarely reported in WA.
It is considered a vagrant to most of Western Australia
with most records in the Kimberly to Gascoyne regions
and only scattered sightings in the south-west. In 2003,
the single Painted Snipe at Herdsman’s Lake was only
the fifth record from the south-west in the last century
(Anon. 2002). Since then there have been sightings of a
single bird in each of 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2014 in the
south-west, all in the metropolitan area.
As happened in the eastern states in 2010, there were
major floods in the Carnarvon region in 2011, after
which one group of at least 30 birds, a third of which
were juveniles, was sighted on McNeill Claypan (George
2012). This event was followed by six sightings between
July 2012 and January 2013 in the metropolitan region
(WABN, sightings reports). Apart from a single sighting
around Leonora, the rest of the sightings (15) were in
the Kimberley to Gascoyne region. The only confirmed
breeding event in the state during the last 15 years has
been the massed sighting of juveniles on McNeill Claypan
(George 2012). Thus our sighting of the Australian
Painted Snipe with runners was an extremely rare
occurrence.
The appearance of a breeding male and female in the
area is not unprecedented but given the scarcity of the
Australian Painted Snipe in Western Australia it is possible
that the female had only the single male available. This
could explain why she might have been intent on trying
to mate again.
In the present case, after the aggressive display, the
female backed away a few metres and nestled down into
the ground cover nearby. Occasionally she raised her
head and body but never moved position. We stayed as
long as possible but by that stage it was getting dark so
we left them to it. A great end to a great campout.
The greatest thanks have to go to Sue Abbotts for a well
organised, well run and fantastic campout.
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Brown Songlark, Wooleen Station (see also pp2 and 47).
Photo by Jennifer Sumpton

Diamond Dove, Wooleen Station. Photo by John
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Obituary
John Hutchinson: 1928 - 8 August 2015
A quiet and unassuming, yet very resourceful and selfcontained individual, John Hutchinson was intensely
interested in the sounds of the Australian bush, especially
bird sounds, and became one of Australia’s pre-eminent
field recordists. He published seven audio cassette tapes,
two records, four CDs and a DVD including footage of the
birds making their calls, and many BirdLife members will
have copies of some of these superb productions (they
were sold by BirdLife WA for many years). However,
the bulk of John’s recordings have not been released
but donated to collections such as the National Film
and Sound Archive in
Canberra (NFSA) and the
State Library of Western
Australia (SLWA), where
they are preserved and
made accessible for
researchers as per his
wishes. These collections
are perhaps John’s
greatest contributions.

In his time off from his public service job, he collected
songs, corroborees and languages of Indigenous
Australians along Eighty Mile Beach between Port Hedland
and Broome; this, alone, is a significant contribution
to the collections in the State Library of WA. But the
following year his primary focus shifted to wildlife, and
he recorded widely in the north-west of the state, and in
later years in the south-west, especially near Balingup.
John was forever striving to get the very best recordings
he could. Most field recordists rely on equipment such
as directional microphones to get a good recording. But
not John — with great
patience, he would study
the individual birds of
interest, hide high quality
studio microphones near
where he knew the bird
would return, and wait
for as long as it took, to
get a good recording.
And then wait even
longer, to get superb
recordings.

John grew up in
Wyalkatchem, along
Interestingly, in his
with seven brothers
book Save that Song
and one sister. As a
(published by John in
teenager, he developed
1988) he describes how
a love of classical music
he noticed, and recorded,
and, in 1953 at the age
changes in the pitch of
of 25, he built his own
bird calls in response
recording device. Titled
to industrial noise
the ‘Radiogram’, its
John Hutchinson and his ‘radiogram’. Photo by Angie
disturbance. Noticed by
functionality included
Smashnuk-Bush Heritge Australia
John in the 1960s, this
tape recorder, radio, disc
is a phenomenon only
cutter and disc playback.
recently investigated
It is still recognised as a
in the scientific literature, as researchers began to
remarkable feat of custom-built engineering in a portable
investigate bird responses to increased urban noise.
recording unit.
We are fortunate to inherit the results of John’s
After some years recording local classical artists
dedication to documentation of indigenous and natural
in Bunbury, in 1959 John accepted a position with
sounds in WA.
the Department of Agriculture and, armed with his
Allan Burbidge
‘Radiogram’, headed for the north-west of the state.

Quality of digital photographs
IMPORTANT —PLEASE READ!
When submitting photos for use in WABN, please send a high quality image, eg, 300 dpi, with a file size of
at least 500 kb.
It is suggested that the settings on your digital camera be changed to the maximum resolution (setting).
Another area that could cause a problem is that some e-mail programs automatically reduce the file size so
these settings could be adjusted to maintain the original file size.When e-mailing images please attach them to an
e-mail and not embedded in a Word document or in the e-mail itself.
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Letters to the Editors
Dear Editors

Dear Editors

Birds collisions with glass

Black and Pied Honeyeaters

I was interested to read Diane Beckingham’s note
on bird collisions with glass. I used to live in a house
with two large sliding doors which seemed to have a
deadly attraction to birds in flight. My cat soon learnt to
associate the sound of a collision with a tasty, stunned
meal on the ground outside. It became a race between
the two of us to see who got to the casualty first. The cat
had the advantage of nipping through the window while
I had to go via the door. I solved the problem by sticking
homemade cardboard silhouettes of a small raptor like
a hawk or kestrel in flight onto the glass doors with
Blutac. This reduced collisions dramatically though not
completely. I have watched pigeons heading for the glass
make rapid u-turns when glimpsing the “hawk”.

We had quite a week this week, 24 September, with both
the Black Honeyeater and the Pied Honeyeater calling,
feeding and generally having a good time on our farm
near Carnamah. Time to study them a little, observe their
differences and marvel at their song, deftness, agility and
beauty.

Libby McGill

Paulina Wittwer

They were too quick to photograph, though, even for
the long lens wielding husband, but Michael Morcombe
saved the day by having them both on the same page for
comparison. Both have extraordinary calls but the Pied
Honeyeater’s call, hauntingly like a morse code, all on the
same note, is enthralling.
Spring is just too short for a birdwatcher.

Book review
The Wild Side CHRONICLES OF
NATURE Part 1. Biology without
Borders
Mike and Mandy Bamford
The WA Branch BirdLife Chair, Mike Bamford, and
his wife Mandy have published a book which holds
interesting, quirky and fascinating natural history
centred information. All this complemented by beautiful
illustrations. This is the perfect Christmas gift.
Mike and Mandy run a business that specialises in wildlife
research and science communication, and are regular
guests on ABC local radio. They have just returned from
the UK leg of ‘The Artful Gene Project’, a joint exhibition
of Mike’s and his great-grandfather’s art. The Joondalup
/ Wanneroo leg of The Artful Gene Project started on 2
November.
This book is based on the essays that were published in
The Wild Side column, run in the environment section of
The West Australian newspaper from 1997 to 2003. It
was awarded the Alex Harris Memorial Prize for Science
Journalism in 1999. The column was ‘bite-sized’ science
with a humorous twist, with essays ranging from opinion
pieces to grand biological themes and simple stories on
the nature of nature. The essays have been updated,
where new information is available, and are beautifully
illustrated by Mike, supplemented with photographs by
Mike and Mandy, Simon Cherriman and others.

Megafauna Debate’, several essays on sex and a look at
the Loch Ness Monster. Also covered are: why reptiles
are not cold-blooded; how an obscure 17th century
mathematician laid the foundation for the greatest
revolution in our understanding of life, and ourselves;
and how studies on slugs and tortoises can demonstrate
some fundamental biological principles.
Part 2 of ‘The Wild Side CHRONICLES OF NATURE’ has
the theme ‘The Nature of Australia’. Look out for it in
coming months.
The book is on sale through good bookstores, BirdLife WA
and at the Artful Gene Project exhibition in November /
December, 2015.

Among the topics are tributes to scientists such as ‘The
World’s Oldest Profession’, discussion on ‘The Great
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Observations
This list has been compiled by
the WA Records Officer with input
from the WA Records Committee.
Metropolitan suburbs or shires
are in parentheses. Please report
interesting observations to the
WA Records Officer, John Graff
(wasightings@birdlife.org.au) or to
the BirdLife WA office (9383 7749).
Sightings are included on the BirdLife
WA sightings page (http://birdswa.
org.au/sightings.htm) as soon as
possible, and the most interesting
are selected for inclusion in the next
WABN.
Highlights
Overall, this was another quiet
quarter, though excellent conditions
inland meant more birders visiting
the arid zone and a corresponding
increase in records from the
region. The return of the waders
brought several highlights, with the
Semipalmated Plover returning
to Broome for a seventh year,
along with a Little Ringed Plover
and a Ruff. The long-staying
Eurasian Curlew also made a brief
appearance near the Broome Bird
Observatory in late September. In
the arid zone, a breeding record
of Australian Painted Snipe at
Wooleen Station was an exciting
development, not least for those on
the BirdLife campout who saw it firsthand!
Beachwashed seabirds might be
difficult to describe as “highlights”,
but did include a couple of interesting
records. A Light-mantled Sooty
Albatross was taken into care
after being found on a beach just
south of Perth; interestingly, Sooty
Albatross appear to be much more

common than this species offshore in
WA waters, but are rarely reported
beachwashed. A Fiordland Penguin
also hauled up on Kanidal Beach
at the Eyre Bird Observatory;
unfortunately it was subsequently
found dead.
In the metropolitan area, Yellowplumed Honeyeaters continued
to be reported in higher than usual
numbers from the western edge
of the Darling Scarp, with another
single record on the coastal plain
at High Wycombe. Bush Stonecurlews continue to be reported
in unusual urban locations around
Perth, with the latest report from
central Fremantle. These birds all
appear to have originated from a
release conducted by Perth Zoo at
Whiteman Park, and carry bands on
their legs. Anyone sighting one of
these birds is encouraged to note
the colours of any leg bands when
reporting the record.
As always, the external territories
also provided their share of
interesting records, highlighted by
at least one Common Kingfisher
and a Common Moorhen on the
Cocos (Keeling) Islands, and a
first recorded Purple Swamphen
on Christmas Island. The recent
proposed split of the species makes
the precise taxon involved of greater
interest, and this individual appears
to represent the Australasian taxon
melanotus.

METROPOLITAN (UBD
Street Directory)
LIGHT-MANTLED SOOTY
ALBATROSS – 1 beachwashed,
09/08/15, beach (San Remo) –
CL (rarely reported in Western
Australia; photographs; taken
into care)
Masked Lapwing – 2, subspecies
novaehollandiae, 26/07/15,
Yanchep NP (Yanchep) – RC (rare
in the Perth area; photographs)
Bush Stone-curlew – 1, 12/09/15,
central Fremantle (Fremantle) –
via CL (rare in the south-west;
part of a recent release of the
species at Whiteman Park)

Fiordland Penguin, Eyre (see also
p39). Photo by Alan Pilkington
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Gull-billed Tern – 9, subspecies
uncertain (presumed
macrotarsa), 25/09/15,
Alfred Cove (Attadale) – FO

* 7 subspecies macrotarsa,
26/09/15, Mandurah Quay
(Mandurah) – CL (rare visitor to
the Perth area)
Yellow-plumed Honeyeater –
1, 26/07/15, backyard (High
Wycombe) – BG (rare on the
coastal plain; photograph; see
also WABN 154 & 155)

SOUTH-WEST (Shark
Bay to Cape Arid)
Soft-plumaged Petrel – 200+,
25/08/15, Cheynes Beach
(Albany) – DM & PB (high count)
Double-banded Plover – 1,
27/07/15 & 04/08/15, Lake
Preston (Waroona) – CL (rare
migrant to the west coast)
Pied Butcherbird – 1, 18/07/15,
Mills Road (Murray) – MN * 3,
15/08/15, Collins Road (Beverley)
– RJ (uncommon this far southwest)

ARID ZONE
Brown Quail – 1, 08/10/15,
Wooleen Station (Murchison) –
MB (rare but increasing in the
Murchison)
Great Crested Grebe – 500+,
primarily non-breeding adults,
25/10/15, Harding Dam
(Roebourne) – LG et al. (very
high count for the Pilbara,
possibly same birds reported this
time last year)
Flock Bronzewing – c. 200,
25/08/15, c. 20 km south of
Onslow (Ashburton) – RT * 100+,
30/08/15, Urala Causeway on
Ashburton River (Ashburton) – RT
(uncommon in the Pilbara)
FIORDLAND PENGUIN – 1 ashore,
05/08/15, Kanidal Beach, Eyre
Bird Observatory (Dundas) – AP
et al. (rarely reported in Western
Australia; subsequently found
dead; photographs)
Black Falcon – 1, 24/08/15, Port
Hedland landfill (Port Hedland)
– BR (rarely reported in
Western Australia outside of the
Kimberley)
Eastern Cattle Egret – 3, 05/15,
Bonney Downs Station (East
Pilbara) – MB * 1, 08/10/15,
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Observations, ctd
DeGrey River crossing (Port
Hedland) – RJ (rare visitor to the
Pilbara; photographs)

CHRISTMAS ISLAND

Brolga – 14, 14/09/15, Lyndon River
crossing (Carnarvon) – GM (south
of usual range)

Purple Swamphen – 1, subspecies
melanotus, 25/08/15, Christmas
Island – LP (1st record for
Christmas Island)

Australian Painted Snipe – 1 male
with 4 young, 26/09/15, Wooleen
Station (Murchison) – SA et al.
(rare in Western Australia, few
breeding records; photographs)
(see lead article, this issue)

COCOS (KEELING)
ISLANDS

Australian Pratincole – 3,
08/10/15, McNeill Claypan
(Carnarvon) – LG (south of usual
range)
Scarlet-chested Parrot – 3 (2
males, 1 female), 08/08/15 &
10/08/15, Wanjarri Conservation
Park (Leonora) – BM & WZ (rarely
reported)

KIMBERLEY
Banded Stilt – 1, 20-21/07/15,
Duck Lake, Roebuck Plains
Station (Broome) – BBO * 1,
intermittently from 10/08/15
to 01/10/15 – BBO (rare
visitor to the Kimberley; both
records thought to involve same
individual; photographs)
Banded Lapwing – 2, 17-18/07/15,
Roebuck Plains Station (Broome)
– BBO (north of usual range;
photographs)
Semipalmated Plover – 1,
30/09/15, Broome sewage ponds
(Broome) – BBO (vagrant to
Australia; photographs; subject
to BARC acceptance)

COMMON MOORHEN – 1,
subspecies indicus, 12/0910/10/15, Becek Besar – GC et
al. (rare vagrant to Australian
territory; subject to BARC
acceptance; photographs)
COMMON KINGFISHER – 1,
23/09/15 & 10/10/15, Becek
Besar – GC et al. * 1, 09/10/15,
Home Island – GC (rare vagrant
to Australian territory; subject to
BARC acceptance; photographs)

OBSERVERS
AP = Alan Pilkington
BBO = Broome Bird Observatory
BG = Bruce Greatwich
BM = Bill McRoberts
BR = Bill Rutherford
CL = Craig Lester
DM = Dan Mantle
FO = Frank O’Connor
GC = Geof Christie
GM = Gary Marsh
LG = Les George
LP = Lisa Preston
MB = Mike Bamford
MN = Mark Newman
NB = Nick Brown
PB = Plaxy Barratt
RC = Ruth Courts
RJ = Ross Jones
RT = Ray Turnbull
SA = Sue Abbotts
WZ = Wayne Zadow

Little Ringed Plover – 1, 18/0806/10/15, Taylors Lagoon
(Broome) – BBO et al. (rare
migrant to Western Australia;
photographs)

The Western Australian Branch
is aiming to be in the financial
position to support conservation
work through projects,
particularly aimed at threatened
species. With the decline in
government funding, support for
this work through donations and
bequests is one way this aim can
be realised in the future.
Tax deductible donations,
specifically for BirdLife Western
Australia, can be made to BirdLife
Western Australia through our
office at Peregrine House. A tax
deductible receipt will be issued.
If the donation is being made as
a direct deposit in the BirdLife
Western Australia bank account,
it is important to signify who it is
from and for this purpose.
Donations will then be held
in an account so that they
can be accounted for through
the national office each
year in accordance with the
Federal Taxation Department
requirements.
Such donations, unless specified
by the donor for a particular
purpose, will be used to assist
in meeting the objectives of the
organisation. The details of this
will be decided by the Executive
Committee, guided by the finance
policy of the branch.

EURASIAN CURLEW – 1, 29/09/15,
north shore of Roebuck Bay
(Broome) – MN, NB et al. (rare
vagrant to Western Australia;
subject to BARC acceptance; see
also WABN 155)
Ruff – 1, 18-29/09/15, Lake
Campion (Broome) – BBO (rare
migrant to Western Australia;
photographs)

Donations and
bequests to
BirdLife Western
Australia

Trying out the ‘binos’ at a
Community Education event,
Baldivis. Photo by Thelma Crook
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Bequests can also be made
specifically for the branch with the
same process.
Mike Bamford
Chair
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Across the Nullarbor: News from National
Office
Bad news for the Blackthroated Finch
Environment Minister Greg Hunt’s recent reapproval of
the Carmichael Coal Mine in Queensland’s Galilee Basin
risks pushing the Endangered Black-throated Finch to
extinction, as the conditions requiring habitat ‘offsets’ do
not protect against the species from being wiped out.
The proposed Carmichael mine encompasses most of the
best remaining habitat for the Black-throated Finch and
a significant proportion of the largest known surviving
population. With its range contracting by 80 per cent over
the last 30 years, losing this rich habitat is a major blow
to the chances of this species’ survival.
The proposed offset habitat is of poorer quality and
cannot reliably be enhanced to provide the special
conditions the birds require to survive. Past attempts to
‘enhance’ new and inferior habitat, and relocate displaced
birds, have failed.

Regent Honeyeaters’ breeding
success
With a population of fewer than 500 birds, any breeding
success of the Critically Endangered Regent Honeyeater
is noteworthy, and even more so when the breeding birds
are captive-bred, released into the wild to bolster the
population. Two birds, released into the wild in Chiltern–
Mt Pilot NP in north-eastern Victoria earlier this year,
have successfully reared a fledgling (see photo by Dean
Ingwersen). Two other released birds (including one
released 2 years ago) have commenced four separate
nests, but none has been successful.

Seeking sanctuary in SA
South Australia’s shorebirds received a fillip recently
when it was announced that the newly established
Adelaide Shorebird Sanctuary, situated on the shores
of Gulf St Vincent, would soon be proclaimed a national
park. Further, the SA government confirmed that the
site, one of the most important for shorebirds in southern
Australia, would be nominated as a significant site
within the East Asian–Australasian Flyway. This level
of protection is something that all of Australia’s states
should aspire to, said Paul Sullivan, BirdLife Australia’s
CEO. BirdLife Australia’s Shorebirds 2020 project was
instrumental in ensuring the shores of Gulf St Vincent
were not developed for housing, but preserved for their
environmental values.

Congratulations
It’s always rewarding to have your efforts recognised,
so congratulations are due to BirdLife Australia’s Beachnesting Birds project, which won its third Victorian
Coastal Award for Excellence recently. This time it
was in the Education category for their work with
students and teachers to foster coastal appreciation
and understanding. It’s the third different category the
project has won, illustrating its effectiveness and holistic
outlook.
Congratulations also to BirdLife Tasmania, a key partner
in the South East Regional Shorebird Alliance, which won
Landcare Tasmania’s ‘Australian Government Partnerships
with Landcare’ Award.

Above left: Regent Honeyeater ‘Lucky’ Chick fledge day 9 October 2015 and OB feeding. Photo by Matt Lincoln
Above right: Regent Honeyeater WK feeding fledgling. Photo by Dean Ingwersen
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BirdLife WA reports
CHAIR’S REPORT
Another three months have rushed by and it is difficult to
know where to begin. In addition to regular excursions
and campouts, BirdLife WA has participated in the Bold
Park Open Day, and had its own Open Day as part of
Bird Week. Public bird walks in the Pilbara took place
once again, sponsored by Rio Tinto, and the Great Aussie
Backyard Bird Count has just finished. I haven’t seen
the final results, but this involved thousands of people
submitting records, and many of those people were
probably noticing the birds in their gardens for the first
time. That has got to be a good thing.
The Executive Committee has lost one member, with
Matt Pudovski recognising the reality of parenthood and
leaving us in order to help care for twins, and of course
we wish him well. Meanwhile, Keith Lightbody has joined
the EC, which may be timely as he has experience
that may be useful as we move slowly down the road
that leads to a new office. Progress on the Serventy
Conservation Centre is slow, but it is a complex beast.
Preliminary designs are indicative and need to have the
broad support of BirdLife WA, the Naturalists’ Club, the
Wildflower Society and the Friends of Bold Park, and then
there needs to be some agreement from the Board of
the Botanic Parks and Gardens Authority before funding
can be sought. A lot of effort has gone into planning,
meetings and negotiations, with BWA largely represented
in this by Paul Netscher and Frank O’Connor.
Matt Byrne, our project officer for the Great Cocky
Count, has left us but not before the 2015 report on this
important project was finalised. The report was launched
at the inaugural WA Threatened Species Forum, held in
Geraldton at the end of October. Tegan Douglas took time
out from the Cockies in Crisis Project, which focusses
on the two forest species, to present key findings of
the project. I was asked to formally launch the report
and took the opportunity to issue a challenge: it is
all very well for us to do these studies but how do we
ensure that the results make a difference? With Perth
going through a lot of discussion around urban design
and the management of growth, it seems the ideal
moment to make a link between good urban design and
the conservation of urban biodiversity. A Perth icon,
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo is as much a part of Perth as
the Swan River.
Robyn Pickering is completing some work on Carnaby’s
in the Wheatbelt, while Sue Mather has put in a massive
effort seeking funds to keep the Great Cocky Count
going. While it is the only comprehensive monitoring
being carried out on this threatened species, funding is
not secure and this was one of several topics that Sue,
Tegan and I had on our agenda at a meeting with the
State Minister for the Environment, Albert Jacob. Another
topic was the Peel and Perth region strategic plan, due for
release and available for comment before Christmas. This
promises to be an important document that will set the
future direction of Perth for many years to come, so it is
important that we get it right.
We have long recognised that project officers and
volunteers need more support, and after discussion with
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National Office we have decided to appoint a part-time
project manager. This position requires a very special
person who can advise on projects, help with queries
from members and the public, prepare grant submissions
and probably do much more besides. We welcome Helen
Bryant who was successful in being appointed to this
position.
On other matters, a draft advocacy strategy is being
considered by the Executive Committee. As a very active
regional group of BirdLife Australia, and one often held
up as a model for the rest of the organisation, it is almost
ironic that we are not more active in conservation. This
will not happen overnight and I have learnt that no
matter how much you do or don’t do in this area, you
can’t please everyone. BirdLife is different things to
different people.
Funding is critical to all that we do, and a few members
have commented to the Executive Committee, or to me
personally, at the requests for donations coming from
BirdLife. Whatever your political persuasion, changes in
government at both federal and state levels over the last
few years have resulted in a sharp drop in government
funding for our conservation projects across Australia.
Mandy and I were lucky enough to meet with staff at the
headquarters of the RSPB in England in August, and it
was very clear that this highly successful conservation
body that focusses on birds relies very heavily on public
support. The same will inevitably be increasingly true of
BirdLife Australia.
… and what it is all about: we have a pair of Western
Wattlebirds nesting in the back garden, and a pair of
Willie Wagtails nesting out front. They are doing a good
job removing the spider webs from our eaves!
Mike Bamford

Carnamah, Inering Hills

3.5 hours drive north of Perth
Purpose built modern one bedroom self contained studio/cottage
on working farm with fine views over the granite rocks. Wheatbelt
and transitional woodland birds. Linen supplied. Guided visit to
key sites included.
2 nights, 2-3 people $275.00.
Other options for accommodation may be available. Please ask.
For more details + photos, contact Paulina Wittwer:
Email: paulina.wittwer@outlook.com
or 0428 674 074. Farm: 9951 1225.
www.facebook.com/wittwerfarmbirdwatchersaccommodation
Members of BirdLife WA and Land for Wildlife.
Your well behaved dog is welcome.
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BirdLife WA reports, ctd
BWA pROJECTS
Carnaby’s continue to decline in the Perth
region
The Great Cocky Count
The Great Cocky Count (GCC) is an annual, communitybased survey for black-cockatoos in Western Australia.
The survey occurs at sites across the southwest on a
single evening in early April. Volunteers are allocated
to a known roost site and count the number of blackcockatoos that arrive at the site to roost for the night.
The seventh GCC was held on Sunday 12 April 2015.
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo is a threatened species
endemic to southwest Western Australia. In the months
between January to July, most Carnaby’s move from the
wheatbelt region where they breed, to coastal areas,
including the Perth Metropolitan Area and other parts of
the Swan Coastal Plain.
Carnaby’s are particularly vulnerable to
increasing levels of clearing for urban
and industrial development across the
southwest. It is therefore important
we understand the population size and
distribution of Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo
across their species range.

The combined effect of fewer occupied roosts and fewer
birds in each roosting flock is an estimated current rate of
decline of 15% per year in the total number of Carnaby’s
Black-Cockatoos on the Perth-Peel Coastal Plain.
On the Perth-Peel Coastal Plain, Carnaby’s BlackCockatoos are restricted to few roost sites, many of
which are associated with pines. Protection of these sites
and associated native feeding habitat is needed to arrest
the decline of Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo and ensure its
persistence in this region.
The 2015 count also confirmed the presence of Forest
Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos at various locations
throughout the inner metropolitan suburbs of Perth.
Regional areas
The 2015 GCC recorded 3234 white-tailed blackcockatoos in regional areas (outside the Greater PerthPeel Region). This is the lowest recording over the last
four GCCs for sites in regional areas.
What does this mean for Carnaby’s
in the Perth-Peel region?
Based on an analysis of the 2007 to
2015 GCCs, there is a strong indication
that the population of Carnaby’s BlackCockatoo inhabiting the Perth-Peel
Coastal Plain is experiencing an ongoing
decline.

The 2015 count: key findings
2015 saw the highest participation
rate since the GCC began, with 606
volunteers surveying 293 roost sites
across the southwest. Nearly half of
the 2015 volunteers were involved in a
previous GCC.

Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo.
Photo by Keith Lightbody

In 2015, 33 new sites were identified,
including one confirmed Carnaby’s
roost. The GCC site database now
contains 537 locations from Geraldton to Esperance,
including 211 confirmed roosts, 112 unconfirmed roosts,
and 214 potential sites.

This apparent ongoing decline is of
serious concern for Carnaby’s BlackCockatoo in the Perth-Peel Coastal
Plain.

It is therefore important to maximise
conservation efforts, particularly in
the Perth-Peel Coastal Plain region,
until a better understanding of the
demographics of Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo emerges.
More information

9082 white-tailed black-cockatoos were recorded in
2015 across the species range, which is the lowest total
number recorded in the last three GCCs (2013-15).

The full 2015 Great Cocky Count Report, in addition to
all previous GCC reports, can be found at birdlife.org.au/
projects/southwest-black-cockatoo-recovery/great-cockycount-swbc.

Greater Perth-Peel Region

2016 Great Cocky Count

The Greater Perth-Peel Region consists of the PerthPeel Coastal Plain, encompassing all of the Perth-Peel
metropolitan area along the Swan Coastal Plain, and the
Northern Darling Scarp and Plateau, which includes the
northern Jarrah-Marri Forest.

The next Great Cocky Count will take place at sunset on
Sunday 3 April 2016.
To register your interest for the 2016 GCC, or to
report a black-cockatoo roost site near you, email
greatcockycount@birdlife.org.au.

The minimum population count for Carnaby’s BlackCockatoo in the Greater Perth-Peel Region was 5518,
which is a decline from the number recorded in 2014.

Funding partners

Trend analysis of roost counts for Carnaby’s BlackCockatoo in the Perth-Peel Coastal Plain found significant
declines in both the fraction of occupied roosts and flock
size over the last six years (2010-15).
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The Great Cocky Count is supported by the Perth NRM,
with additional support from the Peel-Harvey Catchment
Council, with funding through the Australian Government.
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BirdLife WA reports: Projects, ctd
2015 Rangeland surveys: Wanjarri and
Lake Mason
Our 2015 Rangeland Surveys have been completed and a
very successful event was enjoyed by those taking part.
The surveys benefitted from David and Roma’s trip in
June to set all the GPS points. This was much appreciated
as we did our three surveys in the morning, then a long
lunch and two in the afternoon to be back in camp by
3:30 pm. We had a new couple with us this year so
thanks to George and Linda, and we hope you enjoyed
your fortnight.
The weather was very cold and windy the first week at
Wanjarri Nature Reserve so we started half an hour later.
All members guess the number of species to be recorded
each week and at Wanjarri we recorded 69 species with
Martin winning the bottle of wine.
The unusual recording was a large number of cuckoos:
Pallid, Black-eared and Bronze. Birds of prey were
Nankeen Kestrel, Brown Falcon and Wedge-tailed Eagle.
We shifted to Lake Mason for the second week — even
had a day off on Sunday. We changed a couple of pairs
in the teams so we weren’t always with the same eight.
On the lake which had receded since June, we sighted
several duck species, breeding swan, Black-breasted
Buzzard, Swamp Harrier, stilt, avocet, spoonbill and the
delightful Orange Chat in the samphire. Ninety species
were recorded for the week with Alison winning the wine.
It was great to see the two quail-thrush species at both
reserves.
The weather came in quite warm so back we went to
eight am starts. The hot showers and flush toilets were
an added bonus. Amazingly, between the 18 of us we lost
two pairs of glasses, one pair of binoculars, one set of
keys and a fly net. Fortunately, only the fly net was left
to the birds. Our campfire at night was great with history,
bird calls and discussions on birds seen or any queries on
the day’s events.
A well organised and run event. Thanks to all. This event
is held each year at the end of July; any interested
persons can contact BirdLife WA for information.
Cheryl McCallum

Mount Gibson Wildlife
Sanctuary survey,
7 – 10 September
Mount Gibson Sanctuary
bird surveys are part of
the collaborative working
agreement that BirdLife
WA has with the Australian
Wildlife Conservancy (AWC).
This agreement covers AWC’s
south-west properties.
Eleven members and one
visitor attended Mount Gibson
Sanctuary for their annual
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Pallid Cuckoo, Mt
Gibson. Photo by Dusty
Millar

four day series of surveys. These surveys are conducted
both inside and outside the new feral-proof fence which
encloses 7800 hectares and has recently been declared
free of feral predators. AWC has now started introducing
native species into the enclosure with 50 Woylies, (small
marsupials) being released a few days prior to our
arrival.
The birding this year was outstanding with a total of 80
species being recorded, by far the highest number I’ve
known in the six years that I’ve been surveying there.
Some of the excellent species seen over the four days
included Black Honeyeater, Grey-fronted Honeyeater,
Major Mitchell’s Cockatoo, Bourke’s Parrot, Black-breasted
Buzzard, Spotted Harrier and Malleefowl.
Thanks must go to all the BirdLife attendees and of
course to the AWC staff whose help and hospitality was
absolutely top class as always. We all thoroughly enjoyed
our time there and look forward to returning and doing it
all again next year.
Peter White

BirdLife Week Opening Day at Peregrine
House, 18 November
BirdLife’s National Bird Week was celebrated with an open
day at the Eco Centre at Bold Park. The aim of this event
was to promote awareness of native birds and BirdLife, to
promote other activities happening during the week and
also to sell merchandise and encourage membership.
Bird walks were conducted through Bold Park — all who
participated were very happy with the walks and the
information they were given.
The event was opened by Nic Dunlop and a variety of
talks went on through the day with a Welcome to Country
by Theresa Walley who also told a Noongar bird story. We
were delighted to see pictures and hear about Mike and
Mandy Bamford’s bird friendly garden, hear about the
Cockies in Crisis project from Tegan Douglas, The Great
Western Woodlands from Shapelle McNee, LBJ’s and Sex
from Rod Smith and John Blyth and Robyn Pickering
talked about the
Bittern project.
The Birds of
Perth Photograph
Competition was
well supported.
Margaret
Owen won the
competition with
her image of a
Carnaby’s BlackCockatoo and
Gary Meredith
was runner up
with an image of
a pair of Rainbow
Bee-eater (see
photos on p2). We
also had a very

Opening Bird Week by Nic Dunlop,
with a copy of Djerap Noongar
Birds. Photo by Heather Thorning
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good display of photographs taken
by members of the Photo Group and
from the previous photo competition.

•
conduct long-term monitoring of
an arid country bird community in
WA;

Displays on the Great Western
Woodlands and Simon Cherriman’s
Bird Box project were also viewed by
a number of people.

•
investigate seasonality within bird
communities of the Great Western
Woodlands;
•
monitor breeding dynamics of
the bird populations within the Great
Western Woodlands;

At the end of the talks the free
membership raffle was drawn and the
winner was Diana Corbyn.
The weather was very good on the
day and we had a small stream of
people arriving to listen to talks
and look at the photographs. A
satisfactory number of cards and
books were purchased.

Display for Bird Week. Photo by
Heather Thorning

Thanks to all the volunteers who arrived and helped with
all aspects of the day.
It was a very enjoyable day and it is hoped that we did
raise public awareness of BirdLife’s aims.
Lesley Macauley

Great Western Woodlands Bird Banding
Project
Annual report (year ended 30 June 2015)
Introduction
The Great Western Woodlands is one of the healthiest
and largest temperate woodlands in the world, spanning
160 000 square km inland from the southern edge of
the West Australian Wheatbelt. The area is a mosaic of
vegetation communities comprising grasslands, Kwongan
shrublands, open woodlands and mallee woodlands, and
is interspersed with salt lakes and mud flats. It is home
to over 20% of Australia’s eucalypt species, as well as
the unique banded ironstone formation ranges, and is
thought to provide a refuge for threatened animals such
as Malleefowl, Scarlet-chested Parrot, Bilby, Numbat,
and possibly Night Parrot. The vast floristic and faunal
biodiversity and high degree of endemism within the
region is only now becoming known to science, and much
remains to be researched to conserve the region and
understand the ecological and evolutionary processes
within it.
In recent years, the Wilderness Society successfully
launched its Great Western Woodlands Conservation
Project with the aim of increasing our knowledge of this
vast area and safeguard its environmental integrity. The
Department of Parks and Wildlife adopted the project and
appointed a number of officers to work on developing the
Great Western Woodland Conservation area.
The Great Western Woodlands Bird Banding Project was
established by Bill Rutherford in 2009 with the support
of the Wilderness Society, Birds Australia WA and the
Conservation Council of WA to research and monitor the
bird life of the Great Western Woodlands.The project has
the following broad aims:
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•
monitor movements within and
to and from the Great Western
Woodlands;
• monitor the effects of climate
change on the bird community of the
Great Western Woodlands;

•

document moult strategies of bird species within the
Great Western Woodlands;

•

assess any impact of catastrophic weather patterns in
an arid environment (especially cyclonic rain events);

•

further develop bird catching techniques, especially
with raptors, to inform future research;

•

sample DNA to test for a wide variety of
environmental factors including heavy metal
accumulation and inform taxonomic and systematic
research;

•

monitor rehabilitated mine sites and establish baseline data on sites prior to mining activities;

•

raise awareness of birds in the community, and

•

produce reports and papers on a variety of topics
relating to all of the above study areas.

Banding summary, 2014-15
Members of the Herdsman Lake Banding Group
conducted one three-day bird banding session (in October
2014) and one two-day session (in April 2015) on
private property in Mukinbudin. These sessions improved
familiarity with the property and explored new sites for
establishment of mist net rides. A very promising new
site (Massam’s Breakaway) in an area of less disturbed
vegetation was investigated.
Results
A total of 101 birds from 22 species and five orders were
banded at Mukinbudin in 2014-15 (Table 1). Of these,
94.1% of the birds belonged to the order Passeriformes.
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeaters and Weebills were the most
common birds captured and banded, together comprising
nearly 30% of the total catch. The sex and age of every
bird that was banded was determined where possible,
and a complete set of biometrics was measured including
wing length, head-bill length, tail length, weight, fat
scores and wing moult scores.
A total of 11 birds from seven species was retrapped
in over the two banding session. All retraps were of
the order Passeriformes, with the most common retrap
species being Weebill and Inland Thornbill (Table 1).
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Table 1. Number of birds banded from each species
and order, and the number of retraps caught in the
year 2014-15 at the Mukinbudin Great Western
Woodlands site.
Order/species

No. birds banded
(% of total)

Caprimulgiformes

1 (0.98)

Tawny Frogmouth

1 (0.98)

Accipitriformes

1 (0.98)

Brown Goshawk

1 (0.98)

Cuculiformes

2 (1.96)

Black-eared Cuckoo

1 (0.98)

Horsfield’s BronzeCuckoo
Passeriformes

BirdLife’s Great Western Woodlands project

1 (0.98)
11 (100)

Brown-headed
Honeyeater

2 (1.96)

1 (9.09)

Brown Honeyeater

6 (5.88)

Chestnut-rumped
Thornbill

2 (1.96)

Crested Bellbird

2 (1.96)

Grey Shrike-thrush

6 (5.88)

1 (9.09)

10 (9.80)

2 (18.2)

Red-capped Robin

6 (5.88)

1 (9.09)

Rufous Whistler

2 (1.96)

1 (9.09)

Singing Honeyeater

3 (2.94)

Spiny-cheeked
Honeyeater
Striated Pardalote
Weebill

16 (15.69)
6 (5.88)
14 (13.73)

Western Gerygone

6 (5.88)

White-eared
Honeyeater

4 (3.92)

White-fronted
Honeyeater

2 (1.96)

Yellow-throated Miner

3 (2.94)

Yellow-rumped
Thornbill

6 (5.88)

Psittaciformes

2 (1.96)

Australian Ringneck

2 (1.96)

Total

102

4 (36.4)

1 (9.09)

11

Future objectives
Members of the Herdsman Lake Banding Group will
continue to band to monitor the movement, seasonality,
moult strategies and breeding dynamics of birdlife at
the Mukinbudin Great Western Woodlands banding site
throughout the year 2015-2016.
The vegetation surveys planned for the 2014-2015
study period did not occur due to the botanically trained
personnel in the group being unable to get to the site.
It is hoped that these surveys will be possible in 20152016, so that work can begin on the comparison of
bird community composition and vegetation in order
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Jennie Stock, Lizzy Joyce and Bill Rutherford

No. retraps
(% of total)

96 (94.1)

Inland Thornbill

to understand more about patterns of bird community
composition at fine scales in the Great Western
Woodlands.

The first phase of BirdLife’s Great Western Woodlands
project came to a completion in July 2015, with the
full results to be launched in the near future and a
summary will be included in the next edition of WA Bird
Notes. Many thanks to the hundreds of volunteers and
supporters who made the project possible. However, it’s
not finished yet! Spring and autumn surveys are still
continuing in the GWW, with additional sightings and
surveys at other times always welcome. Hopefully, a
phase 2 of the GWW project will occur in the near future,
to address some of the questions raised and knowledge
gaps identified in the first phase. The bird banding
project described above will tie in very well with existing
data and assist in filling these knowledge gaps.
Liz Fox

Hamelin Station bird survey,
26-27 September
Since Bush Heritage Australia (BHA), a national non-profit
organisation that protects Australia’s unique animals,
plants and their habitats, acquired Hamelin Station
(202 000 hectares) on the cusp of Shark Bay in October
2014, Hamelin Homestay Caravan Park and the former
shearers’ accommodation have welcomed swathes of
tourists to this World Heritage area to view Stromatolites
and experience what life was like 3.5 million years ago.
On Saturday 26 and Sunday 27 September, Dr Nic
Dunlop, Adjunct Senior Lecturer at the Centre for Fish
and Fisheries Research of Murdoch University and
Environmental Science and Policy Coordinator with the
Conservation Council of WA, led about 20 keen birders
from Geraldton, Perth and further south on a Citizens’
Science for Ecological Monitoring Program to survey
several
selected
inland and
coastal areas
of the former
pastoral
sheep and
goat property.
To our
relief and
amazement
out in the
red sand and
Mulga scrub
amid drifts
of sandplain

Western (Thick-billed) Grasswren,
Hamelin (see also p2). Photo by Ben
Parkhurst
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wildflowers, we spotted about 130 bird species, including
Hooded and Red-capped Robins, a medley of fairy-wrens,
Masked Woodswallow, White-browed Babbler, flights of
Zebra Finch, Budgerigar and Cockatiel, stunning Crimson
Chat, the entertaining local Chiming Wedgebill, quails,
various honeyeaters and raptors and an Emu family. A
reed-wreathed artificial lake hosted such special species
as Baillon’s Crake and Buff-banded Rail, as well as curlew,
dotterel, sandpiper, plover and the usual suspects.
Highlight of the survey was several confirmed sightings of
the threatened Western Grasswren, last reported in this
area in 2005. Ten years later, after good soaking rains
and mild summers this bird is still there!
Consequently, a great time was had by all.
Jaye Allan

Birdwatching on the Robe River: The 2015
Rio Tinto Pannawonica Birdwatch Event,
20 September
Through the long-running partnership between BirdLife
International and Rio Tinto International, annual
Birdwatch Events have been held around the globe for
the last 15 years. The premise is simple — holding a
Birdwatch Event allows members of local communities,
Rio Tinto employees and families to enjoy and appreciate
the birds and habitats associated with the company’s
varied operating sites. The events have been held
throughout North and South America, in southern Africa,
Europe, Papua New Guinea, Indonesia, India — and
through the partnership between Rio Tinto and BirdLife
Australia — in Australia as well. At first glance the events
are just a social, outdoor meeting that allows participants
to meet, chat and do something a bit different; however,
they also actively encourage environmental appreciation
in what could otherwise be
viewed only as a working
landscape. In some parts of
the world, these Birdwatch
Events form part of vital
ongoing monitoring efforts.

reconnoitre to the Robe River, the location for the 2015
Birdwatch Event.
River systems in the Pilbara have a changeable nature.
The Robe River, like other Pilbara rivers, is ephemeral,
meaning it doesn’t flow permanently. In the absence
of rain the river contracts to small, tranquil pools of
permanent water that provide havens for wildlife from
the surrounding harsh, hot, dry landscape. However,
after heavy rain, often on the coat-tails of cyclones,
the river rumbles to life. The flooding waters scour the
river, reshaping banks and etching new pools into the
landscape. Debris stranded high in the branches of
majestic paperbarks and riverbeds where all but the
heaviest of river stones have been carried away give
evidence of the power of these sleeping giants. These
floods happen infrequently, and in September this year
the Robe River was definitely in a tranquil phase.
These permanent pools provide lush oases for wildlife
— and any follower of the ‘Birding Smarter, not Harder’
philosophy knows that setting up by the bank of one
of these pools on a hot day and waiting for the birds to
come to you is an exceptional birdwatching strategy. We
selected one of the pools watched over by the striking
Panna Hill as an excellent location to base our Birdwatch
Event.
The following morning, we arrived bright and early to
see the Rio Tinto staff had already been hard at work
and everything was set up, nestled amongst the old man
rivergums on the bank. The weather forecast looked
promisingly mild, with little wind — perfect birding
weather!
Participants ranged in age, with multiple generations
represented. Enthusiasm was high throughout. The
event even attracted some dedicated folk popping down
on their lunch break to join in. Participants picked up
fieldcraft tips on using binoculars, bird identification,
techniques for following birds as well as tips on the
ever useful explaining the
location of birds to others.
We had some very obliging
observees to start with —
a family of Black-fronted
Dotterels, a White-necked
Heron and a muddle of
Spinifex Pigeons.

Over the years, BirdLife
Western Australia have
partnered with Rio
We took the skills further
Tinto operations in WA
afield, splitting into groups
to conduct Birdwatch
to investigate the birdlife at
Events in Paraburdoo,
nearby permanent pools.
Pannawonica and Dampier.
White-plumed Honeyeaters
Christine Wilder and I
flitted through the trees,
represented BirdLife at this
and Rainbow Bee-eaters
Panna Hill, Pannawonica. Photo by Tegan Douglas
year’s Birdwatch Event at
buzzed overhead, providing
Pannawonica, coordinated
moving targets to hone
by the wonderful Kim
binocular skills on. One of
Dennison and Karina Bateman from Rio Tinto.
the large nearby pools had a substantial fringe of reeds
and waterbirds, including an obliging Australasian Darter
On Saturday 19 September, Christine and I caught the
and a tuneful Rufous Whistler to provide an identification
early flight up to Karratha (first bird of the trip: Banded
test.
Lapwing on the edge of the runway). For the two-hour
drive to Pannawonica, we entertained the bus driver with
We returned for a delicious barbecue lunch, overseen
the classic birder’s pastime of ‘highway birding’. After
by tongmaster Kim Dennison. An additional visitor, in
being shown to our digs and settling in, we went for a
the form of a large varanid, had to be discouraged from
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joining the festivities, but otherwise it was a delightful
lunch, with great company.
In the afternoon, a small but dedicated team headed
further along the river to investigate more far flung pools.
The overcast afternoon and gurgle of water from the
springs made for pleasant birding along the reedy pools,
under majestic old paperbarks. Little Pied Cormorants
were caught napping by the pools, and Grey-crowned
Babblers taunted us noisily from afar.
All in all we tallied 39 species in and around the Robe
River, with an additional three species (Galah, Nankeen
Kestrel and Banded Lapwing) recorded near Karratha.
Birding highlights included Red-browed Pardalote and
Diamond Dove — generally not an uncommon bird,
but previously unrecorded on Birdwatch Events at
Pannawonica. Unfortunately, we missed out on adding
the Australian Pelican to our trip list. One was recorded
overseeing events at the local rubbish tip the day before
we arrived (evidence provided via smart phone), but it
didn’t show its bill while we were there.
A big thank you to Rio Tinto for organising the event;
Christine and I thoroughly enjoyed the experience and
valued the opportunity to be part of this event in such a

wonderful part of our state. We were made very welcome
and greatly appreciated the enthusiasm and support of
the staff and their families.
2015 Pannawonica Birdwatch trip list
Pacific Black Duck, Crested Pigeon, Spinifex Pigeon,
Diamond Dove, Peaceful Dove, Australasian Darter,
Little Pied Cormorant, White-necked Heron, Whitefaced Heron, Straw-necked Ibis, Whistling Kite, Black
Kite, Wedge-tailed Eagle, Black-fronted Dotterel, Little
Corella, Cockatiel, Australian Ringneck, Pheasant Coucal,
Blue-winged Kookaburra, Sacred Kingfisher, Rainbow
Bee-eater, Variegated Fairy-wren, Weebill, Red-browed
Pardalote, White-plumed Honeyeater, Yellow-throated
Miner, Brown Honeyeater, Grey-crowned Babbler, Blackfaced Cuckoo-shrike, Rufous Whistler, Grey Shrikethrush, Black-faced Woodswallow, Willie Wagtail,
Torresian Crow, Magpie-lark, Australian Reed-Warbler,
Fairy Martin, Zebra Finch and Painted Finch
Other birds seen in or near Karratha
Galah, Nankeen Kestrel and Banded Lapwing
Tegan Douglas

Naming of birds
Strigidae – Typical or Hawk
Owls
Rufous Owl – Ninox rufa. The genus name ninox is a
combination of nisus, sparrowhawk, and noctua, Latin
for owl. In Ovid’s Metamorphoses Nisus was the King of
Megara (also called Alcathous by some translators) who
was changed into a hawk (or according to some sources,
an osprey or a sea-eagle). Rufa comes from Latin rufus,
red and refers of course to the rich rufous brown barring
on the underside of this owl. ‘Rufous sparrowhawk owl’.
Barking Owl – Ninox connivens. The specific name
comes from Latin conniveo which can mean to blink or
to be inactive. Possibly either meaning could apply – the
slow blink of a disturbed owl or the fact that owls sit
motionless during the day. Barking applies to the very
dog-like double note of the call.
Southern Boobook – Ninox novaeseelandiae. The
name boobook is an imitation of the call. The specific
name refers to New Zealand, where Gmelin named the
Boobook before Latham named the Australian bird. The
earlier name stands. The prefix ‘southern’ distinguishes
the Australian and New Zealand birds from the Sumba
Boobook. The taxonomy of the boobook is complicated.
The common name is Mopoke or Morepork which I find
confusing as did the early colonists who confused the
calls of the Boobook and the Tawny Frogmouth.
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Tytonidae – Barn Owls
Masked Owl – Tyto novaehollandiae. The genus name
Tyto is derived from Greek tuto, owl. It was once
thought to imitate the story book “too-whit too-whoo”
call of European owls, but none of our Australian owls
have calls anything like that. The specific name comes
from the Latinised version of the old name for Australia –
New Holland.
Eastern Barn Owl – Tyto javanica. Barn owls occur all
over the world, with some controversy as to whether
these constitute one or several species. Christidis and
Boles considered birds from southern Asia, Australia
and the Pacific to be the Eastern Barn Owl T. javanica, a
separate species from other barn owls. The specific name
javanica refers to the type locality. Also called White Owl
and Ghost Owl – no doubt due to its colour and the eerie
screeching call.
Eastern Grass Owl – Tyto longimembris. This owl used
to be regarded as the same species as the African Grass
Owl which uses the same sort of habitat and nesting
sites. Now named Eastern Grass Owl to distinguish it
from the African population. The name longimembris
refers to the bird’s long legs, from Latin longus, long, and
membrum, limb.
Monticola
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Members’ contributions
Sighting of Plumed WhistlingDucks
In early September, we were at the ruins of Big Bell,
about 40 km west of Cue. There is a shallow claypan
nearby, where we saw a flock of 8-9 Plumed WhistlingDucks flying overhead. They landed on the far side,
but the photograph, when enlarged, clearly shows this
species.
Roger Smith

A WILLIE WAGTAIL NEST IN THE
SUBURBS
In the 1950s, the State Government undertook the task
of eradicating the introduced Argentine Ant in the Perth
metropolitan area. The campaign involved the intensive
spraying of the area with insecticide. Several years
later, it was noticed that the Willie Wagtail, which had
been common and widespread in the area, had largely
disappeared. But in the 1990s, it was re-establishing in
some suburbs and now breeds locally again.
A nest we observed was built under the roof of a patio
in Minilya Street, Innaloo. Three young fledged from the
nest in October 2014, and the parent birds seemed intent
on breeding in the nest again. However, strong winds
blew the nest down and it was collected by us.
As there seems to be no published information about
Willie Wagtail nests in the metropolitan area, we
examined it in some detail.
The nest was circular and cup-shaped and comprised
of hair, very fine grass, cotton fibre, small clumps of
wool and wool fibre, and possibly spider web, the latter
particularly around the outside of the nest. It measured
7.5 cm in diameter and the walls were 1 cm thick. Inside
it is 4.5 cm in depth and overall 5.5 cm in height. It had
been built on top of a circular metal strut and had a small
lip which extended 2 cm down the side of the strut.

Plumed Whistling-Ducks, Big Bell, Cue. Photo by Roger
Smith

DISTRACTION DISPLAY BY A BLACKFRONTED DOTTEREL
On 31 July 2015, we found a Black-fronted Dotterel nest
with two eggs beside a waterhole near Waldburg Range.
The disturbed parent crouched as it moved away from
the nest, with its wings spread wide. From time to time
it propped, lowering and fanning its tail to produce a
striking visual effect displaying the chestnut colour of its
tail-coverts. While this display has been described and
illustrated in HANZAB (Vol 2) and Handbook of the Birds
of the World (Vol 3), the illustrations failed to show the
colour effect.
While this may not be as elaborate as the famous
distraction display of its American relative, the Killdeer,
it would still tend to focus the attention of a potential
predator — it did ours.
Michael and Lesley Brooker

Sue Kalab (WABN 153:26) also records Willie Wagtails
nesting under verandah roofs.
Robert Stranger and Kevin Lynch

Left: Black-fronted Dotterel on nest and above: Blackfronted Dotterel eggs in nest, near Waldburg Range.
Photo by Michael and Lesley Brooker
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White Torque Pty Ltd

Discover Albany’s Anzac
connection.
National Anzac Centre now open!

Gavin White
MRB5813

Ph: 0448 975 586
or Ph: 0406 280 183
For servicing and repairs to all
makes of vehicles
Specialising in air conditioners,
servicing and repairs
Collection and delivery service
offered.
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3 brm s/c holiday accommodation
situated on the banks
of Oyster Harbour,
known shorebird haven
on the outskirts of Albany.
Close to King & Kalgan Rivers,
amazing beaches, national parks,
walks & wildflowers.
Free WiFi and starter b/fast included.
Ph 08 9844 7744
www.stayz.com.au/148040
A BIRD LOVER’S PARADISE!
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Crossword No. 25
by Pam Agar
1

CLUES

2

3

4

Across

5

6

7

8

9

10
11

12

13

14

15

16
17

18

19

20
21
23

22

24

25
26

28

27
29

30
31

32

1. Makes it difficult to export Australian birds.
3. Bird group noted for ‘falling leaf’ melodies.
8. Opportunity for experts to share ideas.
10. Environmental Protection Society (acronym).
13. To request.
14. To perch for the night.
15. Device which indicates location.
18. Large elegant wader.
20. Tall, heavy bird with straight bill.
21. Hidden, adapted for concealment.
23. Call to warn others of danger.
27. Those of a coot are red.
28. Common habitat of small farmland bird.
29. May hold a meal for a small bird.
31.	Useful for recall of detail.
32. Small bird of reeds and swamps.

Down
2.
4.
5.
6.
7.
9.
11.

See page 45 for Answers
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12.
16.
17.
19.
22.
24.
25.
26.
30.

Limb enabling flight.
District.
Revegetation may provide this in time.
Opposite to more.
A male Emu … chicks for several months.
Ornithologist whose name denotes a species of
cockatoo.
Number of Australian representatives of
Woodpecker family.
Shape of spoonbill’s bill.
Facial marking of owl.
To fly low over water.
Flight style of albatross.
Birds must … daily to keep feathers in order.
Egg thief.
Breeding period.
Sub-group of family.
Behaviour of Willy Wagtail.
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Notices
NOTICE OF
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
BIRDLIFE WESTERN AUSTRALIA

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
BirdLife Western Australia

Monday 22 February 2016 at 7:30 pm
Bold Park Ecology Centre, Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat

The Annual General Meeting of BirdLife Western
Australia is called to consider the following
agenda:
1. Apologies
2. Confirmation of 2015 minutes (see BirdLife
WA website)
3. Business arising
4. Chair’s report
5. Treasurer’s report
6. Election of officers
7. General business
Mike Bamford, Chair

Nominations are called for the following positions to
be elected at the BirdLife Western Australia Annual
General Meeting on 22 February 2016.
Chair
Vice Chair
Secretary
Treasurer
Committee members (up to 7)
Nomination forms are available from the BirdLife WA
office and also in this edition of WABN (see below) and
should be returned to the Secretary by 29 January 2016.
All positions are open and not all current committee
members will be renominating. Volunteers willing
to attend the monthly meetings and take on these
responsibilities are sought.

BirdLife Western Australia
Committee nomination form

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Position:
(Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, Committee member)

Nominee:
		
Nominated by:
		
Seconded by:
		
I hereby accept this nomination:
		

(Signature of nominee)

Date:		
Please return this form before 29 January 2016 to:
The Secretary, BirdLife Western Australia, 167 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat, WA 6014
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Bushfire emergencies
and Peregrine House
During the bushfire season, visitors to the
BirdLife WA office at Peregrine House should
be aware that at times the office could be
closed as a result of the fire danger rating set
by the Department of Fire and Emergency
Services (DFES):
VERY HIGH — Bold Park remains open
as well as the Eco Centre precinct (this
includes the BirdLife WA office).
SEVERE — Bold Park will be closed but the
Eco Centre precinct can stay open.
EXTREME — both Bold Park and the Eco
Centre precinct will be closed.
CATASTROPHIC — both Bold Park and
the Eco Centre precinct will be closed.
Procedures are in place for the Office Manager
to be contacted by Eco Centre staff at any time
in the event that the BirdLife office needs to
close and everyone leave. If this advice is after
hours then the Office Manager will attempt to
contact all volunteers, staff and visitors who
are expected to be in the building. To facilitate
this, all bookings of the meeting room now
need to include contact details. Hopefully we
won’t need to enact this plan this summer but
we need to be prepared.
Annette Park, Office Manager

Shorebirds 2020 update
The WA Shorebirds 2020 count date
has been set for the weekend 6/7 of
February 2016. BirdLife Australia’s
Shorebirds 2020 Project is Australia’s
national shorebird monitoring program,
with a key aim of the project conducting
an annual coordinated national count
to help understand shorebird population
trends locally and across Australia.
If you would like to get involved or
for more information, please email
WA coordinator Bruce Greatwich
at shorebirds.wa@birdlife.org.au.
Bruce Greatwich
Shorebirds 2020 WA Coordinator

Annual Hooded Plover Count
Saturday 6 February 2016 and
Sunday 7 February 2016

BirdLife WA Office News
The BirdLife WA office will close on Friday 18
December and will re-open on Monday 4 January
2016.
A very big thank-you to all our office volunteers
who once again ensured that we can offer a service
to members and the general public five days a week.
Thank-you also to Ray Flanagan who has stepped
down from the role as coordinator of the volunteers
and also to Julia Gross who has taken this over.

Don’t miss out on one of the birding highlights
of the year!
Surveyors always welcome.
For details, please contact Marcus Singor:
Tel: 9383 7749

I hope everyone has a lovely Christmas and New Year
and I look forward to working with you all in 2016.

e-mail : msingor@bigpond.com or
wa@birdlife.org.au

Annette Park
Office Manager

Survey sheet included in this issue.
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Call for volunteers and expertise
BirdLife WA depends on volunteers and
we appreciate the time and effort that our
members give to the organisation. We realise
that more members would like to volunteer
but you feel you have limited time, or maybe
don’t know how you can help. BirdLife WA is
currently preparing a data base of volunteers
who are prepared to help, and who may have
expertise in a particular field.
In particular, we are looking for people who
may be able to help with:
•

Legal advice

•

Media, marketing and advertising

•

Sales

•

IT

•

Data capture and input

•

Graphics

•

Preparation of grant applications

•

Event organisation

•

Campaign organisation

•

Finance

•

Teaching

•

BirdLife tables at events

Sunday 13 December
BWA Christmas barbecue
The annual Christmas barbecue this year
will be held as usual at Peregrine House, at
about 6:00 pm, on the lawn at the rear of the
building.

Bring your own food and
drink, and chairs if possible.
All members welcome.
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In addition, BirdLife WA is currently in the
early stages of exploring developing a new
office building in conjunction with a number
of like-minded organisations. Should the
project proceed, we will engage professionals;
however, we may need to call upon people for
advice with expertise in:
•

Strata bodies and strata management

•

Project Management/Architecture/
Quantity surveying

If you are willing to assist, please call Annette
at our office or send an email. Provide your
contact details, how you can help us, your
location and any limitations.
Don’t feel disillusioned if you aren’t contacted
immediately. Your help will only be requested
when required. We also realise that your
situation may change, and should we call upon
you and you are no longer available, or can’t
help, we will understand.
Together we can build and strengthen BirdLife
WA.

Cards and badges are
great to have on hand
The Sales Committee would like to
remind all members that greeting
cards and lapel/hat badges can be
purchased through the BirdLife
Western Australia website.
Just click on Sales at:
www.birdlife.org.au/locations/
birdlife-western-australia/sales
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WANTED

Road-killed Boobooks and Daytime Roost Reports
As part of my PhD research I’ll
be studying a number of factors
that may be causing declines in
Southern Boobooks (sometimes
known as Mopokes) across
Australia. Boobooks are often
killed or injured in collisions
with vehicles and windows.
I’ll be investigating some
possible causes (like the disease
toxoplasmosis and certain
pesticides found in rat poison)
that may be increasing the
likelihood of vehicle strikes.

How can I help?
If you come across a dead
boobook or boobook feathers,
please let me know! If it’s
reasonably fresh, place it in a
plastic bag and keep it cool.
Refrigerators are best but
freezers are OK too. Give me
a call and I will come pick it up
ASAP! Even if the carcass is not
in good condition, it will still be
an important contribution to the

genetics portion of my study so
don’t hesitate to contact me.
I am also very interested in
reports of boobooks seen during
the day. These birds are very easy
to capture and are often more
relaxed when being handled. If
you report one, I’ll come out to
the location right away!

What will you do with
them?
In road-killed boobooks, I’ll
test livers, heart and muscle
tissue. Livers will be analysed
for seven different kinds of
rat poison. Heart and muscle
tissue will be used to test for
the disease toxoplasmosis. I’ll
also use small tissue samples to
test whether genetic diversity
has been affected by habitat
fragmentation. If the specimen
is in good condition, remaining
material will be donated to the
WA Museum and preserved in
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their bird collection to aid other
researchers studying boobooks in
the future.
If live boobooks are seen
during the day, I’ll capture
them as part of my research.
I’ll take a small blood sample
to test for toxoplasmosis and
genetic analysis, take a few
measurements and return them to
their roost.

Reward!
Participants who donate boobook
specimens to this study receive
a chocolate bar of their choice!
Please specify your preference
when contacting me.
Contact Info
Mobile: 0407 147 901 Email:
m.Lohr@ecu.edu.au
Michael Lohr
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The Southern Boobook
BirdLife Australia has identified the Southern Boobook as a
species that has suffered range-wide decreases in numbers
across Australia since 1999 and concluded that “further
investigation is needed to understand the factors that are
driving this consistent decline across regions.” From 2015 to
2018 I will be studying the impacts of habitat fragmentation
on Southern Boobooks in Perth and surrounding areas. I’ll
be looking at how different types of habitat fragmentation
(urban and agricultural) impact Southern Boobooks.
Understanding the threats facing boobooks and where these
threats are most severe will help explain the ongoing decline
in boobook populations and inform plans to reverse it.
What threats will I be looking at?
•

Inbreeding – The isolation of Boobook’s woodland
habitats by urban development and agriculture, may
be making it difficult for birds to find new territories.
This can lead to inbreeding, which can decrease survival
and fertility. I plan to examine the genetics of urban,
agricultural, and woodland populations to see if
inbreeding is a problem for this species.

•

Nest Hollow Loss – All boobooks need tree hollows
for nesting and these may be greatly limiting. Small
remnant woodlands lose trees with hollows faster
than larger woodlands. Introduced bird species like
Long-billed Corellas and overabundant species like
Galahs benefit from human activities and are growing
in numbers in urban and agricultural areas. They
may be competing with boobooks and other hollownesting birds for scarce nesting sites. I will test whether
providing artificial boobook nest boxes increases their
numbers in areas where they are not present and
examine what other species use these boxes and might
be competing with boobooks.

•

Anticoagulant Rodenticides (Rat Poison) – Some types
of rat poison that use blood thinners to kill rodents,
can travel up the food chain when poisoned rodents
are eaten by predators. Stronger “second generation”
anticoagulant rodenticides have been shown to affect
predatory birds in North America and Europe.
As a result, a number of countries have passed stricter
laws on these substances. I plan to investigate whether
traces of these substances are present in boobooks and
whether the type of habitat they are using affects the
amount and type of rat poison they are exposed to.

•

Toxoplasmosis – Toxoplasmosis is a disease that
affects both humans and wildlife. It is caused by the
microorganism Toxoplasma gondii and is primarily
spread by feral cats. Toxoplasmosis infection changes
the brain chemistry of its hosts and can cause slight
behavioural changes in both humans and animals. In
humans it has been linked to higher risks of mental
illnesses, risky behaviours, slowed reaction time, and car
accidents. I want to find out how common this infection
is in boobooks, whether it may increase their risk of
getting hit by cars, and whether it is more common in
boobooks living in habitats with more free-roaming cats.
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BirdLife WA 2016 Calendar
The 2016 calendar is now available at the BirdLife
WA office for $10 each or $12.20 including postage.
All photographs by BirdLife WA members and
photographs submitted for the calendar were
judged by Jiri and Marie Lochman.
You can order calendars from the office by phoning
9383 7749 or emailing wa@birdlife.org.au and
direct depositing or posting a cheque payment.
Calendars will also be sold at the Monday monthly
meetings and some bird excursions between now
and the New Year.
All profits aid the BirdLife WA
Australasian Bittern Project.

New WA members
The following WA people joined BirdLife Australia
during the period 1 August to 30 October 2015:
J Allan, C Allbeury, M Anderson, R Anderson, P Auty,
P Ayers, J Baas, L Beavis, L Bedford-Brown, C Beebe,
S Bilston, A Bishop, J Blakey, R Boyd, R Browne-Cooper,
S Buckland, C Corker, J Cuthbertson, S Dale, H Della
Martina, T Docherty, I Dunster, P Gavranich, G Gorman,
A Gould, L Hamilton, W Hamilton, L Jackson, P Johnston,
M Lambert, L Lawrence, J Lloyd, G Manton, E Mavrick,
J Maxwell, K Muntz, R Murphy-Dymond, K Patterson,
J Purdom, O Read, S Scanlan, B Schur, G Sherwin,
B St Jack, J Steer, C Thomson, R Thomson, H Vorster,
C Wheeler, J Williams, Y Yang
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Country branches
ALBANY BRANCH
Excursion reports
11 August: King River/Riverview golf course
On this wintry morning with showers looming, we decided
not to venture further afield and visited a bush reserve
adjacent to the King River in Albany. We saw a variety
of parrots and honeyeaters, but the overall number of
bushbirds was quite low. We moved on to the Riverview
golf course where we spotted all three local thornbill
species close together and had good views of Scarlet
Robin. However, with more showers moving in, we called
it a day prior to lunchtime. We recorded 35 species for
the day.
8 September: Twin Creeks Conservation Reserve
Blue skies, sunshine and a small group of Red-tailed
Black-Cockatoos greeted us when we arrived at the
reserve. The calls of a Fan-tailed Cuckoo and Shining
Bronze-Cuckoos were a further confirmation that spring
had arrived. It didn’t take us long to see Scarlet and
Western Yellow Robins and after a bit of searching,
White-breasted Robin joined the list. We recorded most
local parrot species including Regent Parrot. We saw a
reasonable variety of honeyeaters, but only managed to
find one species of wren, the Splendid Fairy-wren. The
tally for the day was 47 species.
27 September: Lake Matilda/Cranbrook
Windy conditions resulted in our stop at Lake Matilda
being rather brief. We observed a variety of waterbirds
including ducks, coots, swans, grebes and teals, albeit
rather distantly. Apart from a few Black-winged Stilts,
there were no other shorebirds. When we arrived at the
reserve just east of Cranbrook off Salt River Road, the
wind had abated somewhat. A small number of Carnaby’s
Black-Cockatoos were present when we started our walk.
Highlights included several Yellow-plumed Honeyeaters
with fledged offspring, White-browed Babblers, Restless
Flycatchers and a Little Eagle. To our surprise, we did
not manage to locate either a Western Yellow or a
Scarlet Robin even though we usually see them in this
reserve. Whilst Sacred Kingfishers were present, we may
have been a bit too early for Rainbow Bee-eaters and
White-winged Trillers. A Rufous Songlark had already
arrived and was entertaining us with its display flights,
continuously repeating its creaky song.

Hardhead, Grey Teal, Pacific Black Duck, Hoary-headed
Grebe, Eurasian Coot as well as cormorants.
National Bird Week
The outing to the Stirling Range on 24 October was
cancelled due to poor weather. On 25 October, a 2-hour
guide walk around Lake Seppings was conducted by Anne
Bondin.
Future outings and events
Excursions will take place on Tuesday, 12 January, 9
February and 9 March. More details about destinations,
where to meet, etc, will be made available on BWA
e-news. You can also check the Albany Bird Group’s
website:
http://sites.google.com/site/albanybirds/Home
Excursion leaders will be either Ray Garstone (PH: 9844
7540), Brad Kneebone (PH: 9845 2233) or Anne Bondin
(PH: 9844 1793). Feel free to contact any us for further
information.
We also plan to hold a half-day Shorebird Identification
workshop in January. A date is yet to be set. The
workshop will be held at either Rushy Point, Little Grove,
Albany or at Morley Beach, Wilson Inlet.
The annual South Coast Festival of Birds will take place
in March next year. The main events week will be from
7–13 March. Please follow e-news for more detailed
information about the program which again will include
bird walks, bird identification workshops, photography
displays, field trips as well as talks and presentations.

13 October: Kamballup Nature Reserve
It was still quite cool when we met in Albany, but we
soon realised that this was probably going to be the
warmest October outing ever and by lunchtime the
temperature had climbed well above 30 degrees. The
Sacred Kingfishers were back at their regular nest
site and a Rufous Whistler was seen sitting on a nest.
Striated Pardalotes were busily calling and Yellowplumed Honeyeaters were observed with young. A Brown
Goshawk’s nest was discovered not far from the Kalgan
River. Whilst we failed to find Scarlet Robin, we recorded
a Red-capped Robin (female) for the first time at the
reserve. In a pool of deep water in the river, we saw

Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 156 December 2015

Phototwitch: Pacific Black Duck. Photo by Bill Lambe
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Country branches, ctd
CAPE TO CAPE BIRD GROUP
First excursion: Ten Mile Brook Dam,
22 October 2005

vehicles, stopping to bird watch in a variety of habitats.
We may finish up at a different location to the starting
point.

Readers are possibly unaware that the Cape to Cape Bird
Group’s very first excursion occurred ten years ago on 22
October 2005 when 16 of us met for a bird walk at Ten
Mile Brook Dam, Margaret River with a total of 22 bird
species seen.

From Bussell Highway, travel along Osmington Road,
crossing over Jindong-Treeton Road, until you come to
Canebrake Road on your left. Drive about 5 km along
Canebrake Road (gravel) until you come to the picnic/
camping area after entering Rapids Conservation Park.

Ten years down the track and our group (now a subregional branch of BirdLife Australia) has grown with
more than 170 members and supporters spread from
Augusta to Bunbury.

Bring morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea.

A growing number of ‘tree changers’ moving into the
region want to know more about becoming involved in
local bird projects. Locally, you can volunteer to be part
of one of BirdLife Australia’s Citizen Science projects:

All the excursions are for BirdLife Australia members and
the general public. For details of any of the above, please
contact Christine Wilder cwilderone@yahoo.com.au or
Boyd Wykes majyx@iinet.net.au.

Leader: Boyd Wykes

•

Hooded Plover surveys on capes beaches

Excursion reports

•

Shorebirds 2020 surveys at the Vasse-Wonnerup
Estuaries

Cape Naturaliste, 4 July

•

The Great Cocky Count within the capes

More broadly, other ongoing BirdLife projects — Cockies
in Crisis, the Great Western Woodlands, Atlassing and
Birds in Backyards, means volunteers are always needed
to conduct bird surveys.
BirdLife Australia (and its predecessors RAOU and Birds
Australia) has been a pioneer in Citizen Science, with the
well-known Atlas first conducted back in 1977. Citizen
Science fosters community ownership of our natural
environment, where residents within the region join
scientists to work to a common goal.
Identifying the local birdlife is the first step, so I
encourage you to join us on a local bird walk, volunteer
to lead an excursion to your favourite local patch, or
become a member of BirdLife Australia and get involved
in one of the projects. You don’t have to be an expert.
Christine Wilder
BirdLife WA: www.birdlife.org.au/wa
Christine Wilder: cwilderone@yahoo.com.au

Program
Sunday 21 February – Half-day excursion:
Blackwood River, east of Karridale
Meet at 8:00 am at Alexandra Bridge Hall on Brockman
Highway, east of Karridale. We shall explore the Nillup
end of Scott National Park, Alexandra Bridge picnic site
and Chapman Pool. Bring morning tea.
Leader: Christine Wilder
Sunday 20 March – Full-day excursion: Canebrake
and beyond – Margaret River/Whicher Range
Meet at 8:00 am at Canebrake Pool picnic site. This is a
full day excursion with the option to leave at any time.
We will drive along dirt tracks, suitable for conventional
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There were no other participants for the Cape Naturaliste
excursion, so Jill and I walked to the whale watching
platform in the hope that there would be good numbers
of seabirds. However, the wind and conditions were not
favourable, resulting only in a few distant Australasian
Gannets. A total of 17 species were seen with the best by
far a party of Southern Emu-wrens. On a ‘recce’ a week
before, we were entertained by a fly pass by a Peregrine
Falcon.
Roger Cornes
Ellensbrook Homestead, 16 August
We had a great roll-up for our Ellensbrook walk with 11
members and two visitors from Perth. Thirty-one species
were seen on the day. As well as the expected bushbirds,
we had a delightful view of a Purple Swamphen and
soon we were listening to Western Rosellas, Western
Spinebills and fairy-wrens as we walked to the weir.
Towards Meekadarabee Falls, an Inland Thornbill was
putting on some wonderful vocal mimicry and the wrens
were also vocal, but not inclined to show themselves. In
the end, both Red-winged and Splendid Fairy-wrens were
confirmed.
Our decision to walk the extra distance to the Karri
trees was prompted by a Square-tailed Kite giving a
magnificent display overhead in the open space of the
campground. Our next highlight was the very obliging
Red-eared Firetail along the walkway. Jenny and I had
a definite, though brief, sighting of a White-cheeked
Honeyeater. As it was midday by this time, most of our
group had to leave, but Janean, Jenny and I had time
to stroll down to the beach and add Pacific and Silver
Gulls to our list, plus enjoying a long look at an Eastern
Osprey. Finally, on our way back a male Splendid Fairywren did the right thing and perched for us on a nearby
branch.
Jane Scott
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Country branches, Cape to Cape, ctd
Forest Grove, 12 September
The first walk for our group of ten was through regrowth
Peppermint, Karri and Marri. Most birds were seen near
Rushy Creek. A Crested Shrike-tit was heard twice close
to the track.
During morning tea, Christine showed us photographs
taken by Terry Scott of an unidentified bird at Camel
Soak near Perenjori and also a Shining Bronze-Cuckoo,
which had died when it flew into a window pane, and had
quite buff under-tail feathers.
We then went on a circuit walk, taking in a Blackboy
swamp and Blackbutt/Jarrah regrowth. The highlight
was a Baudin’s Black-Cockatoo flaring its wings and
tail feathers, surrounded by a flock of Varied Sittellas.
The bush was littered with Emu droppings. In total, 31
species were recorded.
Thanks to Des, Julie and Christine for morning tea.
Barry Darnell
Boranup Forest, 25 October

Firstly, we walked into Karri regrowth where the forest
was alive with birds. A Crested Shrike-tit was heard. John
Hill saw a Square-tailed Kite for which he won best bird
of the day. Emu tracks were seen and Boyd noticed a
number of platelets of the Painted Button-quail. Several
Shining Bronze-Cuckoos were displaying. After a stop
at the lookout, we drove further along to conduct a 20
minute ABBC, counting 14 species.
A bird of prey gave an alarm call and perched high in the
forest canopy, but it was a long way off and discussion
followed on whether it was a Collared Sparrowhawk or
Brown Goshawk. We settled on Collared Sparrowhawk.
An Inland Thornbill and Silvereye were seen drinking and
bathing in water in a shallow hollow in a Karri, a Crested
Shrike-tit was heard again and we had another sighting
of a Square-tailed Kite.
The prize was unclaimed for a sighting of a Crested
Shrike-tit, so there remained two prizes for the photo
competition. Roger Crabtree and Boyd Wykes both
received prizes for photographs of a Silvereye making use
of the Karri water point. Thirty-one species were recorded
during the morning.

Eight of us met in the Leeuwin-Naturaliste National Park
to celebrate Bird Week. As well as looking for special
birds, we conducted an Aussie Backyard Bird Count
(ABBC) and a mini Photo Twitch.

Christine Wilder

MYALUP GROUP
Excursion to Walpole, 20 to 22 August
Those attending were Pam Bremner, Clare Jones, Edith
Whelan, Elaine France, Jean Petersen, Judy Bonomelli,
Chris Thorne, Errol Harwood and Margaret Jones.
As we arrived at the Rest Point
Caravan Park, we saw Australian
Pelicans snoozing on the small
jetty, a pair of beautiful Australian
Pied Oystercatcher working its
way along the bank and a solitary
Musk Duck diving for food in the
water. Our cabins were set up
and in no time looked as though
a flock of vagrant birds had
arrived. As is the way of birdos,
field glasses were brought out
and photos studied at length
amidst lively discussion and some
members of the group headed
off in differing directions to
check out the nearby sights. Pam
volunteered to be in charge of
the very welcome Thursday night
dinner after which we retired for
the night.
Morning dawned and cabin
“Charlie” became the

headquarters for breakfast before local birdos Colin
and David arrived to impart their knowledge of the best
birding sites in the area. They also told us about the
conservation and restoration being undertaken in the
district. David also told us of the ‘Sunset Frog’ and we
pictured a rosy hued frog watching
the sun go down, but then he
told us it was a toad. Such is life!
We were informed of the best
birding sites around and the birds
we were likely to see. The only
disappointment was that Colin
could not change the inclement
weather for us.

Southern Emu-wren, Walpole. Photo by
Chris Thorne
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On our subsequent morning walk
at the site recommended near the
Knoll, Chris managed to attract
a rather ruffled male Southern
Emu-wren. This was to be the
bird highlight of our trip. Our next
destination after lunch was Mt
Franklin which was recommended
as another good site to see birds.
On our arrival White -browed
Scrubwrens hopped around us and
Red-winged Fairy-wrens could be
seen hopping around the paths.
As usual, birds were heard and
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Country branches, Myalup Group, ctd
not seen in the tall treetops. The challenge of walking
up Mt Franklin was taken up by our fit walkers, which is
everyone – well, almost everyone.

Thanks go to Judy who was the keeper of the funds and
to everyone who helped in many different ways to make
the excursion an event to remember.

Saturday morning brought wind and rain and it was
considered that the Nornalup Tree Top Walk was not a
good idea. So we left our cabin homes of two days and
headed for Quinninup to check out blocks and the lake.
A visit to the Quinninup Tavern convinced us to return
for lunch which was most enjoyable and the tavern was
considered by all as a hidden gem.

Birds seen at Walpole and surrounds included Australian
Pelican, Silver Gull, Australian Wood Duck, Australian Pied
Oystercatcher, Red Wattlebird, Australian Ringneck, Musk
Duck, Scarlet Robin, Grey Fantail, Splendid Fairy-wren,
Red-winged Fairy-wren, New Holland Honeyeater, Willie
Wagtail, Australian Raven, Common Sandpiper, Australian
Magpie, Southern Emu-wren, Little Pied Cormorant, Great
Cormorant, White-faced Heron, Western Rosella, Whitebreasted Robin, White-browed Scrubwren and Laughing
Kookaburra.

Our sojourn to Walpole and the birding treasures that
it holds was over and we went home our separate ways
vowing to return. Everyone agreed it was a wonderful
excursion which would not have been possible without
the fantastic commitment of Errol in organising the trip.

Margaret Jones

WHEATBELT-AVON BRANCH
Kirkalocka Station, 29-31 August
Eighteen members of WABBA attended the campout
at this beautiful location. The country was in pristine
condition with water laying everywhere, and the bush
was a brilliant display of colour with all the wildflowers in
bloom.

Over the weekend, 89 species were sighted by the
group, with 71 species sighted on Kirkalocka Station. All
participants agreed it was a most enjoyable excursion, so
thanks must go to our very competent leader, Phil Lewis.
Max Howard
Deputy Convener, WABBA

We stayed in and around the shearer’s quarters on the
station which were first class and reasonably priced, and
our mine hosts Anne and Geoff Pilkington looked after us
extremely well.
The first day we all travelled in convoy to Cue and then
out to Walga Rock. Notable species on this trip included a
beautiful posing of the Red-backed Kingfisher on a small
limb, breeding Grey-crowned Babblers, delicate Diamond
Doves and the beautiful Banded Whiteface. On the return
trip two keen observers saw a Black-breasted Buzzard.

Black Honeyeater,
Kirkalocka Station. Photo
by John McMullan
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The following day the
group searched the
station from early in the
morning to late evening.
Notable species sighted
during this time included
feeding of young birds by
the Western Quail–thrush
which was followed
around for about 20
minutes, breeding Pied
Honeyeaters, Spotted
and Australian Owletnightjars, and a bird I
could listen to all day, the
Rufous Songlark.

Tawny Frogmouths, Bibra Lake (see p35).
Photo by Alan Watson
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Excursion reports
BIBRA LAKE, 9 AUGUST
Twelve members and one visitor met
in the northern car park of Bibra Lake
on a crisp, clear Sunday morning.
It had rained all the previous day
and the forecast was for more of the
same, but those who made the effort
to turn up were rewarded with a good
morning of birding.

Teal. An immature Nankeen NightHeron was flushed and seen by a few
members.
Also of interest were three Grey Teal
actively investigating nest holes high
in a massive eucalypt by the museum
car park.
A creditable total of 46 species was
seen or heard.

John Brooke
There was a mist just sitting over the
Australian White Ibis, Bibra Lake
lake and with the sun shining above
(see also p34). Photo by John
it was a beautiful sight. We walked
McMullan
around the lake, evading the cyclists,
dog walkers, joggers and prams. A
total of 62 species was observed,
including 11 waterfowl, four raptors and two cuckoo
species. An Australian Hobby sitting high in a tree at
LAKE GWELUP, 15 AUGUST
the beginning of the walk was one of the highlights. It
sat there in the sun allowing us decent views. Another
Twenty-two members of BirdLife and a visitor walked
highlight was watching several Glossy Ibis feeding in the
around Lake Gwelup in two groups. The lake was very
shallows amongst the ducks and swamphens.
full of water and Eurasian Coots. We only saw seven
An unusual sight greeted us at the end of our walk. There duck species and a few Black Swans. Little Grassbirds
was obviously a social event for the owners of the Great
were heard, but remained elusive in the reeds. Australian
Danes as there were 30+ dogs milling around with their
Reed-Warblers were seen and photographed several
owners. It was a very pleasant morning of birding with
times. Rainbow Lorikeets were plentiful and noisy. Ten
many opportunities to catch up socially with old birding
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos visited briefly. The local
friends and new ones, so thank you to all who took part.
Galahs and Little Corellas were present for the duration
Jan Crossley of the walk. There were a few bushbirds calling and
showing themselves. Four honeyeater species were
constantly calling and feeding in flowering eucalypts.
Weebills were seen with ?food/nesting material in their
wee bills. Magpie-larks and Australian Ravens were seen
to be making nests. The missing Tawny Frogmouths were
MANNING PARK, 13 AUGUST
found by Maris who was watching a Grey Butcherbird.
A Whistling Kite and an Australian Hobby were our only
raptors for the day.
Fourteen members, two visitors and an admittedly wellbehaved dog met on a mild but cloudy morning for a
Many thanks to Clive Nealon for leading half the group
mid-week walk at Manning Park and lake. There was
and to Maris Lauva for the use of his telescope. It was a
some light but annoying drizzle later in the morning, but
glorious day, weatherwise, and a lovely walk — a total of
conditions were generally good for birdwatching.
45 species seen.
Access to the limestone ridge to the west of the lake
has been greatly improved, with new paths and a very
flash set of stairs to the viewing point overlooking the
lake. This ridge was again a riot of flowering dryandras,
tea trees, grevilleas, hibbertias and thryptomenes; an
observation also made by a good cast of honeyeaters —
Brown, New Holland, White-cheeked and Singing, with
abundant Silvereyes. Interestingly, the New Hollands
preferred the thicker vegetation at lower elevations, with
the White-cheekeds favouring the healthier summit.
Welcome Swallows and Tree Martins were busy overhead,
and also over the lake. Single Fan-tailed and Horsfield’s
Bronze Cuckoos were heard, and a large (30+) flock of
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos was actively feeding.
Strongly flowering eucalypts at the south end of the park
were inhabited mainly by Rainbow Lorikeets and Brown
Honeyeaters.
The swampy tea tree margins of the lake contained small
numbers of Pink-eared Ducks, Australasian Shovelers and
Musk Ducks, and of course Pacific Black Ducks and Grey
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Claire Gerrish

LAKE JOONDALUP, 23 AUGUST
After a week of wet and cold weather, a beautiful, kind
morning greeted the 11 birders who met at Neil Hawkins
Park. Waterbird numbers were down due to the lake’s
high water level. Highlights were a Little Eagle which
showed off beautifully above us, Whistling Kites doing
dives during courtship displays and numerous Shining
Bronze-Cuckoos, the first of the season.
Bird call at Neil Hawkins Park gave us 48 species. Some
moved down to Picnic Cove where another six were
added, giving a total of 54.
Wayne Merritt
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Lake Leschenaultia,
29 August

Nangeen Hill and Mt Caroline
Campout, 11-13 SeptEMBER

A group of 11 members met at the lake and set off on the
walk track that passes by the lake and into open, mixed
woodland and back via the opposite bank. The weather
was cool and overcast with rain forecast.

Mt Caroline is about 200 km from Perth between
Kellerberrin and Quairading. The purpose of this trip
was to survey three areas of Mt Caroline, Nangeen Hill
Reserve and Kokerbin Hill and obtain more extensive bird
lists of the area.

There were water fowl on the lake, and we all enjoyed a
view of a Musk Duck that crossed the lake displaying all
the way, after which his efforts were rewarded with the
arrival of a female.
We soon spotted a Scarlet Robin and Western (Golden)
Whistler, and Striated Pardalotes were calling throughout
the walk, with everyone getting a good sighting of them.
As the walk progressed, we had very good sightings of
Western Spinebills, because they were getting ready for
breeding. A little further along we came upon another
small flock giving us another fine view.
As we came to the other side of the lake, Carnaby’s and
Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos were seen.
No raptors were observed, which was not surprising in
such weather. The rain held off until we returned to the
car park, but then there was a heavy downpour. Our
count for the day was 31 species.
Sandra West

We were able to stay on a farm adjacent to Mt Caroline
with facilities of the farmhouse made available to us.
With inclement weather forecast this was, as it turned
out, a lifesaver.
A predator-proof fence has been constructed around
Nangeen Hill Nature Reserve to help restore the
population of the Black-flanked Rock Wallaby. A fivekilometre long, 1.8-metre high, electric fence now
surrounds the 176-hectare reserve. So you need a key
to get in! The fence was built with funding from WWFAustralia and the Department of Parks and Wildlife
(DPaW). The enclosure will help protect rock wallabies
at the reserve after their number dwindled to just five in
May 2013, compared to 135 in 2007.
Mt Caroline was a great area to explore. We saw 64
bird species including Mulga Parrot, Striated Pardalote
(breeding), Redthroat and many raptors. We thought with
better weather we could see quite a lot more.
Thanks to Andrew and Jill Hobbs for their flexible
program. It was cold and wet! The
wildflowers were stunning!
Jennifer Sumpton

Queens Park
Regional Open
Space,
12 September

Paruna, 5
September
Paruna Sanctuary bird surveys
are part of the collaborative
working agreement that BirdLife
WA has with the Australian
Wildlife Conservancy (AWC). This
agreement covers AWC’s southwest properties.

The day started wet — very wet
— and only four members and
one visitor braved the conditions.
Nevertheless, we did see 40
species on the walk including three
White-eared Honeyeater, Nankeen
raptors — Australian Hobby, Brown
Reserve (see also pp43 and 47). Photo by
Nineteen people recorded
Goshawk and a young BlackJennifer Sumpton
43 species at AWC’s Paruna
shouldered Kite. We also had a
Sanctuary. It was a very enjoyable
very good view of Red-tailed Black
morning with largely fine weather
Cockatoos. At one stage we saw an
with just a light shower. We split into two groups to
adult male feeding an adult female. HANZAB tells us that
survey separate sections of the reserve.
this is common courtship behaviour.
Highlights were Scarlet Robins feeding their young,
Western Thornbill, Gilbert’s Honeyeater, Square-tailed
Kite and Rufous Treecreeper. One of the groups was lucky
to see a male Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo feeding a female.
A lone Straw-necked Ibis seen flying over the reserve
was the only new addition to the reserve list. The group
all enjoyed a barbecue lunch cooked by AWC staff.
Robyn Pickering
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And the loving didn’t stop there, with a female Rufous
Whistler collecting nesting material, a Purple Swamphen
being followed by a black fluffy chick and a pair of
Striated Pardalote taking food into a hole in a concrete
wall.
The Brown Honeyeaters were as vocal as ever and
Western Wattlebirds made an appearance along with
the usual suspects, but we missed out on seeing Red
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Wattlebirds. The weather cleared as the morning
progressed and we ended the walk by having morning
tea in the sunshine.

spring flowering understory of this small reserve and by
the end of the walk had seen 34 species. The only raptor
seen was a Brown Goshawk as it flew above the canopy.
Pauline Woolley

Sian Mawson

CANNING RIVER REGIONAL PARK,
KENT STREET WEIR LOOP WALK,
20 SEPTEMBER

Photo Group excursion to
Serpentine National Park,
26 September

On a fine, crisp morning, 16 members and nine visitors
turned out for a stroll around the river. There was a
reasonable number of birds around though some didn’t
want to be seen.

Seven keen photographers met at Serpentine National
Park to explore the local birdlife both below the falls and
further along the relatively steep track beyond the falls.
The weather was fine with intermittent
cloud, providing a mixed bag of good
lighting opportunities together with
some photographic challenges when
cloud covered the sun. A total of 30
species were spotted with a number of
participants scoring some good shots in
the process. Along with the variety of
birds observed, at least two members
had close encounters with ticks,
heralding the beginning of spring! (see
photo, p42)

On the loop walk, 49 species were
observed/heard and another four
species added during a walk around
Wilson Lagoon for a total of 53 species.
Interestingly, duck species numbers
were down as well as count numbers;
in fact, all waterbird numbers were
down but bushbirds were reasonably
prolific in areas.
Pacific Black Duck and Australian
Shelduck had young. Australasian
Darter, Little Pied Cormorant and
Australian Raven were observed
nesting.

Richard Mazanec

Sacred Kingfisher, Canning

North Lake, 27
A lucky few saw a Collared
River (see also p2). Photo by
Sparrowhawk and a Splendid FairyAlan Watson
September
wren. Three Sacred Kingfishers added
to the excitement though the highlight
Seventeen birders commenced the walk
of the day was sightings of five Buff-banded Rails and a
just after 7:30 am in fairly cool and windy conditions
Spotless Crake at Castledare Wetland for the lucky few
but we could see it was soon going to be a fine Spring
who stayed.
morning. The lake appeared to be holding significantly
All up five duck species, six parrot species and five crake/ less water when compared with last year; however, it did
rail species, along with 27 other species of bushbirds and
not take long for the bird list to gather some momentum.
ten other wetland species.
Some of the early highlights included Glossy Ibis and
White-necked Heron.
It does make you wonder where all the wetland birds
have gone. Are they having good seasons inland, which
We moved into the south-east bushland area and
are attracting the coastal birds?
recorded a number of bushbirds including Silvereye, Grey
George Agar Fantail, Weebill, Yellow-rumped Thornbill and Striated
Pardalote.
Alan Anderson Park
Walliston, 24 September
Eight members met on what was a mild morning for
the walk through this Marri/Jarrah woodland. Led by
Maris, we had a good start with Shining Bronze-Cuckoo
and Common Bronzewing. Then as we meandered the
tracks Red-capped Parrots and both Western and Rufous
Whistlers were seen. Amongst the usual woodland
species, good views were had of Western Yellow Robin
and Gilbert’s Honeyeater. We had time to admire the
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Leaving the bush area, we noted that for the first time in
many years the small south-east lake was not draining
into the main North Lake and this will mean the lake will
dry up earlier than in recent years. A reptilian highlight
soon after was a small Tiger Snake warming itself on a
sandy track.
We arrived at a smaller lake at the north-east part of
the reserve hoping to see some Freckled Ducks as we
had done on the same walk last year. Thanks to some
sharp spotting work by Valerie Hemsley, we were soon
rewarded with sightings of at least two Pink-eared Ducks
but unfortunately there were no signs of any Freckled
Ducks.
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Excursion reports, ctd
We arrived back at the car park at around 10:30 am, a
little warmer than when we had set off, and had managed
to add birds such as the Swamp Harrier, Whistling Kite,
Australian Hobby and Brown Goshawk to our expanding
bird list.
The initial bird count revealed 58 species, but an
overhead Australasian Darter increased the total count
to 59. A final call showed we had not recorded Whitebrowed Scrubwren and hence this increased our total for
the morning to 60, coincidentally the same number we
recorded a year earlier on this excursion.
We all agreed it was a very pleasant and enjoyable
excursion and although the water level was relatively low,
it was pleasing to see the lake still supporting a diversity
of birds. It made the claim by a Roe Highway supporter,
who last year had written to The West Australian claiming
that North Lake was effectively only a dry lake bed filled
with reeds and rubbish, totally inaccurate and misleading.
Although we had not added to the 142 species I have
personally recorded at the lake and the 157 in total
at North Lake, that did not matter as the excursion
confirmed that North Lake is still a wonderful, natural
reserve and continues to support a diverse range of water
and bushbird species. Thank you for all the birders who
attended this excursion.
Wynton Maddeford

BICKLEY BROOK, ORANGE GROVE,
4 OCTOBER
John and Ruth Luyer led this walk through habitat vividly
enriched with the profusion of wildflowers. Though the
weather was overcast with a moderate breeze, the
bushbirds were clearly enjoying the environment.
A total of 44 bird species was identified, only three of
which were waterbirds. Cockatoos were represented by
the Red-tailed Black, Carnaby’s and Galah and parrots
by the Australian Ringneck, Western Rosella and Redcapped. As would be expected with the wildflowers,
honeyeaters were plentiful, especially the New Holland,
but also Singing, Brown, White-faced, Yellow-plumed,
Brown-headed and White-naped. The Western and Red
Wattlebirds were frequent with the Western Spinebill
completing this group. Sittella, Western (Golden)
Whistler, Grey Shrike-thrush, Red-eared Firetail, Dusky
Woodswallow, Weebill, Western Gerygone, Striated
Pardalote and even Splendid Fairy-wren put in an
appearance.
As an encore, a bandicoot, seemingly unfazed by the
human presence, wandered across the car park at the
conclusion of an enjoyable and rewarding morning.
James Trotter
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Ellis Brook, 11 October
Sunday 11 October was a warm and humid day in a
dry spring. A group of 12 birders met at Bygum Lane in
Gosnells, from where we separated into two groups. One
group went to the flooded quarry at the end of Hayward
Road and then walked, while the other drove to the car
park at the far end of Rushton Road to take photographs.
We met at the start of Ellis Brook track.
After exchanging notes on our sightings we took the
short track that leads across the brook and back to
Rushton Road. This was a good choice because we had
close up views of White-breasted Robins and Whitebrowed Scrubwrens and, best of all, one member found
a Mistletoebird’s nest high in a Jarrah tree. Later, some
members had a clear sighting of a Horsfield’s BronzeCuckoo. As we returned, some members found a lost
Southern Boobook nestling which was taken to the
wildlife rescue centre in Haywood Road.
Our bird count for the day was 45 species.
Sandra West

LAKE MONGER, 22 OCTOBER
Thirteen members and one overseas visitor had a most
enjoyable walk around the lake on Thursday. It was cool
and cloudy and the water level was high. This did not
deter many of the waterbird species. All the common
duck species were present except for Pink-eared Ducks.
The Black Swans had cygnets and Pacific Black Ducks
and Grey Teals had ducklings. Great Crested Grebes
were doing their mating ritual. One was seen on a nest.
Hoary-headed Grebes already had young and some were
seen carrying young on their backs. Australasian ReedWarblers were also seen on a nest and there were some
abandoned nests from fledged birds. Eurasian Coots and
Dusky Moorhens were also building nests or sitting on
them.
Much of Lake Monger is undergoing change with the
removal of non-native vegetation including typha and the
laying down of woodchips over previously grassed areas
in a bid to decrease water needs. This has not hindered
the use of the area by waders or waterbirds. A Common
Sandpiper has been resident for some time and the
Black-fronted Dotterels have young there. Both Little and
Eastern Great Egrets were also using the area as were a
Yellow-billed Spoonbill and Nankeen Night-Herons. Two
ibis species were seen around the lake.
Five honeyeater species were seen during our walk as
well as having good views of a Variegated Fairy-wren
family alongside the busy Mitchell Freeway part of the
lake. No raptors were seen but the Rainbow Lorikeets
were noisy and plentiful. Little Corellas amused with their
antics. Fifty species of birds were seen over two and a
half hours’ walk.
Thanks to Maris Lauva for providing a telescope and
carrying it for half the walk.
Claire Gerrish
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Observatory reports
BROOME BIRD OBSERVATORY
With binoculars slung across our shoulder, scope
fastened precariously onto the bicycle basket and
Broome’s mercury hanging threateningly close to
40 degrees, the Pindan Pedallers were ready to
compete in the inaugural WA Eco-Twitch.
The Pindan Pedallers comprised Broome Bird
Observatory staff, Jaime and Nigel Jackett
and Jane Taylor, Pindan relating to the red dirt found
throughout the Dampier Peninsula (and every item
of clothing, surface area, general
dwelling) and pedalling being our
planned method of transport (although
in hindsight, the Pindan Pushers may
have been the more appropriate team
name).
Our strategy was to target Broome’s
varied and diverse ecosystems.
Common bushbirds were easily
picked up through Broome’s suburban
streets and the rolling white sand
dunes of Cable Beach. Double-barred
Finch, Banded and Yellow-tinted
Honeyeaters, Olive-backed Oriole,
Dollarbird, Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo
and Pheasant Coucal were quickly
collected.

With our bellies full, the exposed mudflats and
incoming tide allowed for Roebuck Bay’s star
attractions, our migratory shorebirds, to bolster
our list. Two bonus Barn Swallows at Town Beach
kept us on track. Stopping for a large plate of hot
chips, more shorebirds were picked up from our
café at the Broome Port, as were the welcome
additions of Lesser Frigatebird and Brown Booby.
With the mid-day sun and high tide rendering most
birding impossible, the Pindan Pedallers’ next move was
an obvious choice — the sewage
works.

The Pindan Pedallers, Broome. Photo
by Jane Taylor

The open grasslands surrounding town treated us to
plain specialties such as Brolga, Golden-headed Cisticola,
Nankeen Kestrel and Horsfield’s Bushlark. Trudging
through soft sand, we made our way to the town
mangroves. Streeters Jetty did not disappoint with its
usual bounty of Northern Fantail, Red-headed Honeyeater
and Mangrove Golden Whistler all being found quickly.
It was now 8:30 am, and time to eat Thai food at the
Courthouse Markets.

Although there weren’t a huge
number of waterbird species we
did get the regulars with the
surprise additions of Cattle Egret
and Eastern Yellow Wagtail. I’d
like to mention at this point that
Willie Wagtail, perhaps the most
commonly recorded, all-terrain,
cross-country bird, eluded itself
until the 94th place (cue collective
sighs of relief!).

By the afternoon and all within
Broome’s limits (and via a
rudimentary method of travel), we had tallied up 100
species. The returning shorebirds, bushbirds, vagrants
and spring arrivals have once again proven the early wet
season to be an exceptional time for birding in Broome.
Jane Taylor

EYRE BIRD OBSERVATORY
A total of 95 bird species (84 in August and
82 in September) have been seen in the areas
monitored by Eyre Bird Observatory (EBO) in the
period 1 August to 6 October. Sixteen of these
species have not previously been reported at EBO
in 2015 — most were reported as present in 2014,
three were present in 2013, one, the Square-tailed
Kite, has not been reported in the last five years and
another, a Fiordland Penguin (see photo, p10), has never
been sighted alive at EBO although there were reports
of beach-washed Fiordland Penguins on Kanidal Beach in
1987 and 1995.

Interesting sightings
We’ve had some interesting (to us at least) sightings in
the period 1 August – 6 October:
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Two Brown Quail were seen wandering past the
north-side above ground bird baths (this was our
first sighting of this species at EBO). Unfortunately,
they didn’t hang around long enough for Alan to
get a photo.
A recently fledged Shining Bronze-Cuckoo chick
was spotted at the south birdbath, being harassed by a
Singing Honeyeater. We’ve no idea what species would
have been foster parents to this bird.
Rainbow Bee-eaters returned to EBO in late
September, with the first sighting being at Burnabbie,
followed a few days later by a sighting overhead at the
observatory. White-winged Trillers returned in early
October with sightings on three days in two locations
(observatory and Twilight Cove).
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Observatory reports, Eyre, ctd
We’ve had two separate sightings (ten in August and
six in September) of White-winged Fairy-wren on
Pannikin Plains.
A pair of Chestnut Quail-thrush (now renamed as
Copperback Quail-thrush) had been sighted fairly
regularly on North Track, usually crossing the track
between the 5-6 km markers. Alan also spotted a single
bird on Hampton Tablelands, on the track to Tommy
Graham’s cave in September.
We spotted 387+ Red-capped Plovers at Twilight
Cove on 4 October — we didn’t see any young runners
amongst them but with birds going every which way they
could easily have been missed!
In September we found two beach-washed specimens,
a Shy Albatross and a Sooty Shearwater, on Kanidal
Beach.
Square-tailed Kite:- 1 bird x 2 sightings (observatory
and North Track) on separate days; no sightings reported
between 2009-2014; entry in Birds of Eyre states it is
an uncommon species at EBO but with sightings in most
years of single birds, mainly in October.

Pied Oystercatcher chick and eggs, Eyre. Photo by Alan
Pilkington

Masked Woodswallows sighted in three flocks at the
top of the escarpment and at the Microwave Tower on a
hot, northerly, windy day (just as Birds of Eyre predicts).

on the recent Dune Restoration course, the Common
Bronzewing made an appearance. This bird has settled
in and is seen regularly at the bird bath, often with the
Brush Bronzewings.

A Zebra Finch was spotted sitting on the fence at Crystal
Ponds (the sewage treatment ponds at Cocklebiddy). Last
previously reported sighting was November 2013.

Emus appear to be having a successful breeding season
— we’ve noticed at least three adults with 8-12 chicks
each in tow on Pannikin Tablelands.

Breeding observed
With the advent of spring and warmer weather, a number
of our resident birds are breeding — some apparently
with more success than others, although it is still early
days.
A small number of Red-capped Plover and Australian Pied
Oystercatcher runners have been observed on Kanidal
Beach. However, there were many more adult pairs than
runners so it would seem that the breeding success rate
so far has been quite low.
An Australian Owlet-nightjar has taken up residence in a
nesting box intended for Major Mitchell’s Cockatoo use.
We first heard the nightjar calling at the end of July.
We heard it again a few times
in August but it wasn’t until
Keith Lightbody was at EBO to
run the photography course in
September that the bird was
finally seen. From her behaviour
(ie, spending most of the day
inside the box rather than sitting
at the entrance sunning herself),
Keith deduced that she is either
incubating eggs or sitting with
newly hatched chicks — we wait
with baited breath as do the
three male Major Mitchell’s who
drop in most days to check out
the nesting box.
Owlet-nightjar
nesting. Photo by
Keith Lightbody
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Common Bronzewing: Our usual
bronzewing is the Brush but

The Welcome Swallows have been nesting since August
and we saw some sitting on eggs in the observatory
garage in September but so far we’ve not seen any
fledglings.
Breeding activity has also been observed in September
for Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater (Pannikin Plains) and
Spotted Pardalote (observatory), and a New Holland
Honeyeater was seen to be feeding chicks at the
observatory.
Wendy and Alan Pilkington

Pink-eared Ducks, Crystal
Pond, Eyre. Photo by Alan
Pilkington

Common Bronzewing,
Eyre. Photo by Clive
Nealon
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Coming events
Important note re campouts
Members anticipating attending campouts must notify the BirdLife WA Office (9383 7749) of the number in their party
and when they will arrive.
If you are unsure, put your name down as you can always cancel.
An emergency contact number should also be provided in case of accident.

New members
Please let the leaders know that you are a new member and don’t hesitate to ask for assistance with bird sightings.

Saturday 5 December: Big Carine
Lake, Carine
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park off
Beach Road, Carine. Big Carine Lake
is part of the Northern Swan Coastal
Plain IBA for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo.
Over 90 species have been recorded
at this lake, including the three ibis,
Buff-banded Rail, several species of
duck and various raptors. Bring your
telescope if you have one.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Clive Nealon

Sunday 6 December: Half-day
excursion, Ambergate Reserve
See Cape to Cape Group report for
details, WABN 155:34.

Saturday 12 December: Penguin
Island, Shoalwater
Photogroup activity
Meet at the ferry terminal car park at
8:30 am to catch the 9:00 am ferry. The
car park is near the corner of Arcadia
Drive and Penguin Road in Shoalwater.
We will photograph the pelican
rookeries, Bridled Terns, Crested and
Caspian Terns with young and also Pied
Cormorants, which have a regular flight
path conveniently close to the pier.
Bring your lunch as we will have it
on the lawn and share images on the
laptop.
For members and guests only.

variety of bushbirds, waterbirds and
perhaps a few waders. Over 120 bird
species have been recorded here. Bring
your telescope (if you have one) and
rubber boots or old sneakers as it will
be muddy.
For members and the guests only.
Leader: Robyn Pickering

Sunday 13 December: BWA
Christmas barbecue
The annual Christmas barbecue this
year will be held as usual, at Peregrine
House, at about 6:00 pm, on the
lawn at the rear of the building. Bring
your own food and drink, and chairs if
possible. BBQ provided.
All members welcome.

Wednesday 16 December: Clarkson
Reserve, Maylands
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park on
the east side of the tennis courts off
Clarkson Road. Travelling away from
the city on Guildford Road, turn right
into Peninsula Road and follow this until
you reach a T-junction with Clarkson
Road. Turn left at the T-junction and
travel about 200 m along Clarkson
Road towards the tennis courts, and
turn right to reach the parking area.
Buff-banded Rail has been seen here
and it should be quite a pleasant walk
along the river.

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park on
Russell Road. From Kwinana Freeway
turn west into Russell Road, continue
approximately 3 km to the car park
on the right. If you reach Pearse Road
you have gone too far. There is a good

Lake McLarty is an IBA site for
migratory waders so there should be a
variety of waders at the lake, as well as
many waterbirds and bushbirds.
Note: this excursion may be moved to
an alternative venue if water levels are
unsuitable.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Susan Abbotts

Sunday 3 January 2016: Waterford
Foreshore,
Salter Point
Half-day excursion
Meet at the Curtin University Boat
Shed at 7:30 am. To reach the parking
area travel along Manning Road and
turn into Elderfield Road which is on
the western side of the Trinity College
playing fields. Proceed to the end of
this street and the parking area is on
the right hand side. We will walk along
the river front for about 2 km and
return via a nearby park.
Bring morning tea because, if time
permits, we will move to Salter Point
where further species may be seen.
For members and guests only.
Leaders: Lorraine and Richard Chyne

For members and the general public.
Leader: John Luyer

Leader: Richard Mazanec

Sunday 13 December: Thomson’s
Lake, Cockburn
Half-day excursion

insect repellent, water and telescopes.
Wear rubber boots or old shoes as it
will be muddy.

Sunday 27 December: Lake
McLarty, Murray
Full-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the gate into
Lake McLarty Reserve. Travel on the
Perth-Bunbury Highway past Pinjarra
Road, turning right into Mills Road and
continue for approximately 3.7 km until
you see the reserve entrance gate on
the right. Take your lunch, sun hat,
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Saturday 9 January: Lake Gwelup,
Stirling
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park at the
corner of Stoneman Street and Huntriss
Road, north of Karrinyup Road. We
should see waterbirds and bushbirds,
and raptors are often seen here. Lake
Gwelup is within the Northern Swan
Coastal Plain Important Bird Area for
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Clive Nealon
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Coming events, ctd
Tuesday 12 January: Albany Group
excursion
Details about destination, where to
meet, etc, will be made available on
BWA e-news. You can also check the
Albany Bird Group’s website:
http://sites.google.com/site/
albanybirds/Home
Excursion leaders will be either
Ray Garstone (PH: 9844 7540),
Brad Kneebone (PH: 9845 2233) or
Anne Bondin (PH: 9844 1793)

Thursday 14 January: Baigup
Wetlands, Bayswater
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the car park near
the rowing club at the end of Milne
Street in Bayswater. Turn south-east
off Guildford Road into Milne Street and
follow this to the end, then turn right
into the car park. There are a variety of
waterbirds and bushbirds.
For members and the general public.
Leaders: Penny Lee and
Richard Curtis

Saturday 16 January: Canning
River Regional Park, Wilson
Photography excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the Kent Street
Weir car park. The walk follows a 5
km circuit along the Canning River,
viewing a large selection of bush and
waterbirds, hopefully with sightings of
the elusive Spotless Crake. Over 110
species have been recorded in this
area.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Richard Mazenac

STRICTLY LIMITED TO 20 PEOPLE. If
you wish to attend, you MUST contact
the BirdLife WA office on 9383 7749 to
put your name on the list. If you have a
high visibility shirt, please wear it.
For members and guests only.
Leaders: Bob Paterson and
Bill Russell

Monday 18 January 2015: Bold
Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Note: Date changed due to Australia
Day public holiday on the 4th Monday.
Brice Wells, Chair of BWA Community
Education Committee, will give a talk
on “Kingfishers”.

Saturday 23 January: Wellard
Wetlands, Baldivis
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the entrance to
Wellard Wetlands on the northern side
of Bertenshaw Road, 1 km from St
Albans Road. Coming from Perth, turn
left off Kwinana Freeway into Mundijong
Road, then right into St Albans Road
and right into Bertenshaw Road. There
should be plenty of bushbirds and
waterbirds here, as well as several
species of raptors.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Charles Merriam

PLEASE NOTE: Due to the nature of this
site, numbers for this excursion will be
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BirdLife WA has had 15 camping and
tent sites set aside. Please book your
camping sites and cabins by ringing the
Pemberton Caravan Park on 9776 1300.
Numbers will be limited to 25 so please
register at the BirdLife WA office on
9383 7749.
Members and guests only.
Leaders: Andrew and Jill Hobbs

Sunday 31 January: Lake
Joondalup, Joondalup
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at Neil Hawkins Park,
in the car park at the end of Boas
Avenue. Joondalup Lake has had the
highest number of species for any
BirdLife WA half-day excursion with 75
species of birds seen in one morning
excursion. There are always lots of
waterbirds and bushbirds to be seen
around this large lake, and there could
be waders as well. Lake Joondalup
is within the Northern Swan Coastal
Plain Important Bird Area for Carnaby’s
Black-Cockatoo.
Bring your telescope if you have one.
For members and guests only.

Saturday 23 to Monday 25 January:
Australia Day campout, Pemberton
Australia Day is on a Tuesday this year
so this campout will be a little different.
It is four years since we had a campout
at Pemberton in the cooler south- west.

Sunday 17 January: Nambeelup
Settling Ponds, Nambeelup
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in the large cleared
area on the north side of Lakes Road
and just west of Kwinana Freeway. We
will carpool from here and travel on
to the Nambeelup settlement ponds.
The site regularly hosts a good variety
of waterbirds and waders, including
less common species such as Wood
Sandpiper, Pectoral Sandpiper and
Long-toed Stint.

The caravan park is situated in lovely
Karri forest with Red-eared Firetail
and White-breasted Robin along the
creek. Besides the Karri forest, we
will also visit coastal heath and some
of the more accessible parts of the
D’Entrecasteaux National Park. The
campout will start with a briefing at
12:00 noon on Saturday and the final
bird call will be at 5:30 pm on Monday.

Dusky Woodswallow, Serpentine
(see p37). Photo by Richard
Mazanec

Leader: Wayne Merritt

Saturday 6 to Sunday 7 February:
Rottnest Shorebird 2020 count
This survey is part of the twice-annual
count of shorebirds on Rottnest Island
for both the Rottnest Island Authority
and the Shorebirds 2020 database. The
island has been listed as an Important
Bird Area (IBA) on the basis of the
breeding Fairy Tern colony and the
numbers of Banded Stilt that use this
site. So the data gathered contributes
to this BirdLife Australia project, also.
The shorebird survey will take place
early on the Saturday; Sunday will
be spent reviewing the sites, unless
the weather indicates that we should
do the count on the Sunday. The
accommodation is booked from Friday
5th to Sunday 7th. Accommodation at

Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 156 December 2015

Coming events, ctd
the Research Station is now under the
control of the Rottnest Island Authority
and at no cost apart from incidentals.
You need to bring your own food or buy
it on arrival. The group usually eats in
the settlement on the Saturday.
Ferry fares will be available with a
concession for parking at Northport.
Transport around the island is provided
with the use of two vehicles but the
vehicles cannot be used at night.
Numbers are limited to 16 people.
Members experienced in wader
identification are required but we
can take some members who are
less confident. It is a good learning
opportunity. If you are interested in
attending, please register your name
and contact details, including e-mail
address, at the BWA office on 9383
7749.
For members only.
Leader: Sue Mather

Saturday 6 to Sunday 7 February:
Annual Hooded Plover count
See Notice, p25.
Sunday 7 February: Peel Inlet,
Mandurah
Full-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am north of the Erskine
Lakes near the end of Southmead
Green. Coming from Perth go over the
Mandurah Bypass Bridge, take the first
left into Sticks Boulevard, the first left
into Abbotswood Parkway, the first right
into Pennington Garden and the first
left into Southmead Green. We will look
for waterbirds and bushbirds around
the lakes and estuary. The Peel-Harvey
Estuary is an Important Bird Area (IBA)
for migratory waders and Fairy Tern.
The shore at Coodanup may also be
visited by those wishing to extend the
excursion after lunch. Bring insect
repellent, your telescope if you have
one, and come and learn about waders.
This excursion will also contribute to
the annual shorebird count.

Albany Bird Group’s website:
http://sites.google.com/site/
albanybirds/Home
Excursion leaders will be either Ray
Garstone (PH: 9844 7540),
Brad Kneebone (PH: 9845 2233) or
Anne Bondin (PH: 9844 1793)

Saturday 13 February: Bibra Lake,
Cockburn
Photography excursion
Meet at 7:00 am along the side of
Progress Drive just south of Hope
Road; this is the most northern part
of Progress Drive next to Bibra Lake.
Bibra Lake is a part of the Beeliar
Wetlands chain and a large number of
bushbirds and waterbirds can be seen
here. We hope to photograph crakes,
stilts, avocets, sandpipers, egrets and
spoonbills. Bring water, hats, suitable
footwear, etc.

it terminates at the car park. We will
walk around the main lake in the bird
sanctuary and should see a variety of
waterbirds.

For members and the guests only.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Sandra Wallace

Tuesday 9 February: Albany Group
excursion
Details about destination, where to
meet, etc, will be made available on
BWA e-news. You can also check the

Leader: John Luyer

Sunday 14 February: Lowlands
Estate, Mardella
Half-day excursion

Saturday 20 February: Blackwall
Reach, Bicton
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am at the west end of
Lowlands Road. From Kwinana Freeway,
turn east into Mundijong Road, then
south into Lightbody Road and west
into Lowlands Road. Park at the end of
Lowlands Road.

Meet at 7:30 am at the junction of Kent
Street and Blackwall Reach Parade. A
pleasant walk along the Swan River
along a bush track which is noted
for its population of White-cheeked
Honeyeaters. We will also look for
waders along the Point Walter Beach.

Lowlands Estate is accessed through
private property, so you can not
normally visit the site without
organising access with the owners;
however, most of the estate is now
part of the conservation estate. We
are guests of the owners and the
Department of Parks and Wildlife during
this morning excursion. BirdLife have
not visited the site since the 1990s.
Records indicate over 88 species of
birds visit the estate.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Robyn Pickering

For members and guests only.
Leaders: Nick Brown and Sue Abbotts

Brown Honeyeater enjoying all the
blossom, Mt Caroline (see p36).
Photo by Jennifer Sumpton

For members and the general public.
Leader: Sue Abbotts

Sunday 21 February – Cape to
Cape Group — Half-day excursion:
Blackwood River, east of Karridale
Meet at 8:00 am at Alexandra Bridge
Hall on Brockman Highway, east of
Karridale. We shall explore the Nillup
end of Scott National Park, Alexandra
Bridge picnic site and Chapman Pool.
Bring morning tea.
Leader: Christine Wilder

Thursday 18 February: Eric
Singleton Bird Reserve, Bayswater
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am in the car park on
Bellevue St. Travelling away from the
city on Guilford Rd, turn right at Garrat
Rd and then left at Williamson St and
right at Leake St. Follow Leake St until
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Monday 22 February: Bold Park Eco
Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat
Annual general meeting and
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
See p24 For notice and agenda and
nomination form.
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Coming events, ctd
Helen Bryant, BWA Program Manager,
will give a talk on “The Western
Australian Branch conservation
program”.

Saturday 27 February: Garvey Park,
Ascot
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park, next
to the cowing club, at the western
end of Fauntleroy Avenue, off Great
Eastern Highway. This area has a good
variety of waterbirds and bushbirds.
Species recorded here have included
Buff-banded Rail, Spotless Crake and
Mistletoebird.

Sunday 6 March: Alfred Cove,
Melville
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park in
Troy Park next to the oval, off Burke
Drive, Attadale. There should be some
migratory waders and waterbirds
round the river, and there are always
bushbirds in the park. Buff-banded
Rails have been seen here. Over 80
bird species have been recorded in this
reserve. Bring your scope if you have
one.
For members and guests only.

There is a well-equipped camp kitchen,
toilets and showers with hot water/
electricity. A separate covered barbecue
area is located in the campground;
however, the campground has no
power/water and participants should
be self-sufficient at their individual
campsites. The campground can
accommodate tents, camper trailers
and a small number of caravans and
there are some shady areas.
There is a definite limit of 30
participants so those wishing to attend
MUST put their names, email and
mobile numbers on the list in the office
as usual (9383 7749) and further
details will be emailed closer to the
campout. Please indicate what type of
accommodation you have (tent, camper
trailer or size of caravan). As this
destination is always popular there may
be a wait list. The costs are $10.00 per
person per night.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Christine Wilder
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For members and guests only.
Leader: Gavin White

Thursday 17 March: Lake Monger,
Cambridge
Half-day excursion

Leader: Clive Nealon

Margaret River is a favourite birding
destination and this campout will be
no exception. This large property,
situated less than five kilometres from
the heart of town, is mainly uncleared
Jarrah/Marri/ Blackbutt with a number
of south-west endemic birds to be seen
along the various tracks. During the
weekend, we shall venture out to local
birding spots in Karri, Peppermint and
coastal heath, together with nocturnal
walks. An award winning winery is
situated within easy walking distance.

There is a nice picnic area on the island
but no shop so please bring all food
and drink requirements. Also there are
nice beaches and it is a good swimming
area.

Leader: Toni Webster

For members and guests only.

Saturday 5 to Monday 7 March:
Labour Day long weekend campout,
Margaret River Rural Property

penguin feeding in the DPaW facility
housing injured or orphaned penguins
(additional cost). Bridled Tern, Little
Penguin and Buff-banded Rail are often
seen here and it is a haven for nesting
seabirds.

Tuesday 9 March: Albany Group
excursion
Details about destination, where to
meet, etc, will be made available on
BWA e-news. You can also check the
Albany Bird Group’s website:
http://sites.google.com/site/
albanybirds/Home
Excursion leaders will be either Ray
Garstone (PH: 9844 7540),
Brad Kneebone (PH: 9845 2233) or
Anne Bondin (PH: 9844 1793)

Sunday 13 March: Penguin Island,
Rockingham
Half-day excursion
Meet at Mersey Point Jetty, off Arcadia
Drive, Shoalwater at 8:45 am for
Penguin Island. The ferries travel
hourly between 9:00 am and 4:00 pm
and cost $14 return. We will catch the
9:00 am ferry.
The group will walk to the various
places of interest on the island and,
if participants wish, can attend the

Meet at 7:30 am at the most westerly
car park off Lake Monger Drive. The
walk around the lake will take two to
three hours. This is a good opportunity
to see many duck species, waterbirds
and some bushbirds. Spotless Crake
is often seen, depending on the water
level.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Claire Gerrish

Saturday 19 March: Lake Monger,
Cambridge
Photography excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the most westerly
car park off Lake Monger Drive. This is
a good opportunity to photograph many
duck species, waterbirds and some
bushbirds. Spotless Crake is often seen,
depending on the water level.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Keith Wilcox

Sunday 20 March: Canning River
Regional Park, Wilson
Half-day excursion

Spotted Nightjar sunning itself at
5:00 pm on top of the Breakaways,
east of Hyden. Photo and sighting
by Carol Teltschick and Diane
Beckingham

Meet at 7:30 am at the Kent Street
Weir car park. The walk follows a 5
km circuit along the Canning River,
viewing a large selection of bush and
waterbirds, hopefully with sightings of
the elusive Spotless Crake. Over 110
species have been recorded in this
area.
For members and the general public.
Leaders: George and Pam Agar
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Coming events, ctd
Sunday 20 March – Cape to Cape
Group — Full-day excursion:
Canebrake and beyond – Margaret
River/Whicher Range

for the next two nights while surveys
are undertaken. On Monday, exit the
area to the south-west via Lake Cronin
and Hyden or return to Southern Cross.

The Albany Group will be assisting with
birding locations. On previous Albany
campouts, 100+ species have been
seen.

Meet at 8:00 am at Canebrake Pool
picnic site. This is a full day excursion
with the option to leave at any time.
We will drive along dirt tracks, suitable
for conventional vehicles, stopping to
bird watch in a variety of habitats. We
may finish up at a different location to
the starting point.

A 4x4 or all-wheel drive vehicle is
essential and the camping will be
without facilities. Bring everything
you need including food and water.
Fuel should not be a problem as the
distances are not great. More details
will be sent to participants closer to the
time.

Numbers will be limited to 25 so please
register at the BirdLife WA office on
9383 7749.

From Bussell Highway, travel along
Osmington Road, crossing over
Jindong-Treeton Road, until you come
to Canebrake Road on your left. Drive
about 5 km along Canebrake Road
(gravel) until you come to the picnic/
camping area after entering Rapids
Conservation Park.

Numbers will be limited to 12 so please
register at the BirdLife WA office on
9383 7749.

Bring morning tea, lunch and afternoon
tea.
Leader: Boyd Wykes

Monday 21 March: Bold Park Eco
Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Xenia Dennett, BWA member, will give
a talk on “Chasing birds in Australia”.

Friday 25 to Monday 28 March:
Easter Great Western Woodlands
survey, Jilbadji Nature Reserve
Meet in Southern Cross on Thursday at
6:00 pm at the Southern Cross Caravan
Park. On Friday, we travel south-east
of Marvel Lock to a campsite in Jilbadji
Nature Reserve which will be our base

Members and guests only.
Leader: Maris Lauva

Friday 25 to Monday 28 March:
Easter campout, Albany
Albany is not only on the cooler south
coast but has excellent birdwatching. It
has a wide variety of habitats from the
ocean (sheltered and open), waders,
shorebirds, fresh water lakes and
bushbirds in many different vegetation
types. Albany is central to other birding
locations such as Two Peoples Bay,
Cheynes Beach, Waychinicup and
Torbay and Wilson Inlet.
We will be based at the Kalgan River
Chalets and Caravan Park. The park
telephone number is 9844 7937 and
their website www.caravan-wa.com.au/
krccp.html. Fifteen camping and tent
sites have been set aside for BirdLife
WA and you need to book directly with
them.

Crossword No. 25,
answers
ACROSS
1 law, 3 warblers, 8 conference, 10 EPS,13 ask, 14 roost, 15
GPS, 18 egret, 20 stork, 21 cryptic, 23 alarm, 27 eyes, 28
stubble, 29 web, 31 notes, 32 grassbird
DOWN
2 wing, 4 area, 5 shelter, 6 less, 7 escorts, 9 Carnaby, 11
none, 12 spatulate, 16 disc, 17 skim, 19 glide, 22 preen, 24
robber, 25 season, 26 genus, 30 bold
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Members and guests only.
Leader: Sue Abbotts

Sunday 27 March: Yangebup Lake,
Cockburn
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in Parkes Street west.
Turn into Osprey Drive from North Lake
Road and immediately turn into Parkes
Street. Parkes Street now only runs for
about 200 m before being shut off. Park
on the grassed area on the left. There
should be a good variety of waterbirds
and bushbirds. Bring your ‘scope if you
have one.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Robyn Pickering

Monday 18 April: Bold Park Eco
Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Note: Date changed due to Anzac Day
public holiday.
David Bettini, freelance nature
photographer, will give a talk on
“Kimberley birds and other wildlife”.

Advertising rates in
Western Australian Bird Notes
(subject to change without notice)

Full colour (A4 page size):

Black-and-white:

$200.00 one-off, or
$150.00 per page
if placed in four
consecutive issues
¼ page: $35.00
½ page: $55.00
A4 page $100.00
Page 45

Calendar of events
BirdLife Western Australia
Western Australian Bird Notes
Subscription form
Are you joining BirdLife Australia for the first time, or renewing your membership?
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BirdLife Australia Membership
60 Leicester St, Carlton VIC 3053

Sat 5 Dec: Big Carine Lake, Carine, Half-day excursion
Sun 6 Dec: Half-day excursion, Ambergate Reserve
Sat 12 Dec: Penguin Island, Shoalwater, Photogroup
activity
Sun 13 Dec: Thomson’s Lake, Cockburn, Half-day
excursion
Sun 13 Dec: BWA Christmas barbecue
Wed 16 Dec: Clarkson Reserve, Maylands, Half-day
excursion
Sun 27 Dec: Lake McLarty, Murray, Full-day excursion
Sun 3 Jan 2016: Waterford Foreshore, Salter Point, Halfday excursion
Sat 9 Jan: Lake Gwelup, Stirling, Half-day excursion
Tue 12 Jan: Albany Group excursion
Thu 14 Jan: Baigup Wetlands, Bayswater, Half-day
excursion
Sat 16 Jan: Canning River Regional Park, Wilson,
Photography excursion
Sun 17 Jan: Nambeelup Settling Ponds, Nambeelup,
Half-day excursion
Mon 18 Jan 2015: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes
Drive, Floreat, Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Sat 23 Jan: Wellard Wetlands, Baldivis, Half-day
excursion
Sat 23 to Mon 25 Jan: Australia Day campout,
Pemberton
Sun 31 Jan: Lake Joondalup, Joondalup, Half-day
excursion
Sat 6 to Sun 7 Feb: Rottnest Shorebird 2020 count
Sat 6 to Sun 7 Feb: Annual Hooded Plover count
Sun 7 Feb: Peel Inlet, Mandurah, Full-day excursion
Tue 9 Feb: Albany Group excursion
Sat 13 Feb: Bibra Lake, Cockburn, Photography
excursion
Sun 14 Feb: Lowlands Estate, Mardella, Half-day
excursion
Thu 18 Feb: Eric Singleton Bird Reserve, Bayswater,
Half-day excursion
Sat 20 Feb: Blackwall Reach, Bicton, Half-day excursion
Sun 21 Feb: Cape to Cape Group — Half-day excursion:
Blackwood River, east of Karridale
Mon 22 Feb: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat, Annual general meeting and monthly
meeting, 7:30 pm
Sat 27 Feb: Garvey Park, Ascot, Half-day excursion
Sat 5 to Mon 7 Mar: Labour Day long weekend campout,
Margaret River Rural Property
Sun 6 Mar: Alfred Cove, Melville, Half-day excursion
Tue 9 Mar: Albany Group excursion
Sun 13 Mar: Penguin Island, Rockingham, Half-day
excursion
Thu 17 Mar: Lake Monger, Cambridge, Half-day
excursion
Sat 19 Mar: Lake Monger, Cambridge, Photography
excursion
Sun 20 Mar: Canning River Regional Park, Wilson, Halfday excursion
Sun 20 Mar: Cape to Cape Group — Full-day excursion:
Canebrake and beyond – Margaret River/Whicher
Range
Mon 21 Mar: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat, Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Fri 25 to Mon 28 Mar: Easter Great Western Woodlands
survey, Jilbadji Nature Reserve
Fri 25 to Mon 28 Mar: Easter campout, Albany
Sun 27 Mar: Yangebup Lake, Cockburn, Half-day
excursion
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Members in the field

Carnamah campout, 16 August.
Photo by John McMullan

Searching for rock-wallabies and
Wedge-tailed Eagles during bird
call, Mt Caroline (see p36). Photo by
Penny Lee

Murchison River, Wooleen (see p4).
Photo by Jennifer Sumpton

Phototwitch, 25 October 2015

Little Egret (above left) and Swamp Harrier (above right),
Herdsmans Lake. Photos by Andrew Hobbs

Australian Ringneck, Serpentine
Dam. Photo by Sandra Wallace

Grey Plover (above) and Caspian Terns
(below), Thomson’s Lake. Photos by Ian
Wallace

See pp3, 31 and 48
for more Phototwitch
photos
Eastern Great Egret.
Photo by Jennie Stock
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Our trip up Great Northern Highway at the end of August
revealed many more Budgerigars than I’ve ever seen
before. From north of Cue, we were constantly seeing
flocks flying across the road — ten or more flocks each
day. At Karijini, our northernmost point of the trip, I
took this photo at a remnant pool in a small creek. Photo
by Maris Lauva

Eastern Reef Egret, Woodman Point. Photo by Sandra
Wallace

Phototwitch: Western Wattlebird (above left) and White-cheeked Honeyeater
(above right), Booragoon Lake. Photos by Thea Tilbury
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Southern Emu-wren, Lancelin.
Photo by John McMullan
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