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birds are in our nature

The Lotterywest grant for the ‘Cockies in crisis’ initiative is handed to BirdLife Western Australia by the WA 
Environment Minister The Hon Albert Jacob MLA (see details, pages 2 and 4).
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Front cover:  The Lotterywest grant is handed to Dr Lorraine Marshall (Vice-Chair, BirdLife WA) by the WA 
Environment Minister The Hon Albert Jacob MLA, with Dr Jess Lee (Black-Cockatoo Project Volunteer 
Coordinator for BWA) on the left and local member, Sean L’Estrange, MLA Churchlands behind Dr Marshall. 
Photo by Mark Henryon

Hooded Plovers, 
Sandy Cape, 
Jurien Bay (see 
report, p14). 
Photo by Philippa 
Schmucker.

Spotless Crake, Lake Claremont (see 
p19). Photo by David Free

Great Egret in breeding 
plumage, Garvey Park, 31 
Jan 2015. Photo by Alan 
Watson

Brown Goshawk (above left) and Little Eagle (above right), Black Creek 
Reserve (see p22). Photo by Sian Mawson

Brown Falcon, Eyre (see report, p40). 
Photo by Narelle and Ron Leven

Southern Boobook, Black 
Creek (see p22). Photo by 
Sian Mawson
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LOTTERYWEST HAS THROWN FOREST BLACK 
COCKATOOS A LiFELiNE

The Minister for Environment in the Western Australian 
Government, the Hon. Albert Jacob, was not only happy 
to present a cheque for $255 000 to BirdLife WA for the 
new Cockies in Crisis initiative, but was also happy 
to have a Baudin’s Black-Cockatoo sit on his shoulder 
when he visited Peregrine House on the 19th January. The 
organisation has been the grateful recipient of a grant 
application made to Lotterywest through the Conserving 
Natural Heritage category.

Cockies in Crisis is a two year community project which 
will help improve our knowledge of the distribution, 
migratory, breeding and foraging habitats of WA’s 
endemic and declining black cockatoos, focussing on 
the Forest Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo (Calyptorhynchus 
banksii naso) and Baudin’s Black-Cockatoo 
(Calyptorhynchus baudinii).

The new Cockies in Crisis project aims to:

Engage at least 1000 community members including 
school children. As in our successful Carnaby’s Cockatoo 
project with more than 5000 participants, this will be 
achieved via a community education program, surveys 
and monitoring of nests and foraging habitat. in addition, 
the project will assist and monitor existing netting trials 
to protect fruit crops from cockatoo damage. This will 
provide	benefits	to	rural	community	health,	the	water	
use and economic viability of orchards. Participants will 
benefit	by	improving	their:

1.	 Social networks through:

— joining a large and friendly group of conservation 
volunteers already active in BirdLife Western Australia 

— becoming part of a diverse WA community passionate 
about saving our cockatoos

— being connected to Australia’s oldest national 
conservation organisation.

2.	  Citizen Science Capacity by:

—	receiving	basic	scientific	training	from	BirdLife	Australia	
staff to undertake surveys

— developing and practicing skills in monitoring 
biodiversity for conservation.

3.	 Environmental understanding and 
awareness through:

— increasing their knowledge of WA’s unique and iconic 
black cockatoos

— gaining greater insight into the ecological connectivity 
of south western landscapes to inform their own efforts in 
environmental improvement

— understanding the threat of extinction that these birds 
face.

4.	 Properties and communal lands by:

— increasing the environmental, biodiversity and 
aesthetic value of their farmland and gardens through 

appropriate on-ground conservation such as voluntary 
Management Agreements, plantings and water 
management

— contributing to other local on-ground conservation 
activities on public or private lands

— greater awareness and ownership of the local 
environment.

Another aim is to gather cockatoo population and 
distribution	data	required	to	refine	the	recovery	plan,	
and support research and conservation priorities such as 
orchard netting trials.

This BirdLife Western Australia initiative to source funding 
was prompted by the realisation that the organisation 
had	played	a	significant	part	in	developing	community	
interest and awareness in Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo. 
So the question was asked, what contribution 
could we make to the also declining forest black 
cockatoos?

There are three species of black cockatoo in the south-
west of WA — Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo (estimated 
40 000 individuals) and Baudin’s Black-Cockatoo, 
which have white tails, and the Forest Red-tailed Black-
Cockatoo. Both the Baudin’s and the Forest Red-tailed 
Black-Cockatoo are estimated to have fewer than 15 000 
individuals left.

The Baudin’s and Forest Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo 
are considered the most threatened. Both are listed 
as vulnerable under the Commonwealth Environment 
Protection Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 and as 
‘rare or likely to become extinct’ under WA’s Wildlife 
Conservation Act 1950.

Black cockatoos have declined in number due to factors 
such as habitat clearing, illegal shooting, drought, long-
term reduction in rainfall due to climate change and car 
strike (mainly applies to Carnaby’s).

There is a recovery plan for all three species of black 
cockatoo, which includes recovery actions.

Recovery actions currently underway include:

•	 Survey of black cockatoo numbers across a larger 
part of their range, so we have a better idea of what 
their overall numbers are doing.

•	 Monitoring of movements of black cockatoos, so that 
we know where they roost, feed and breed and what 
they do during times of drought.

•	 Mapping and protection of important breeding sites, 
feeding and roosting habitat. 

•	 Working with landholders to protect and improve 
habitat, with a focus on feeding and breeding sites. 
includes fencing and protecting remnant vegetation, 
planting trees for food, and repair and replacement of 
nest hollows.
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M
•	 Working with landholders to net orchards and other 

actions	to	reduce	conflict	between	producers	and	
cockatoos.

•	 Acquisition of important habitat, through the 
development offsets process (over 15 000 ha of 
banksia woodland has been acquired to date at a cost 
of over $20M).

•	 Collaborations between the WA Department of Parks 
and Wildlife, universities, Perth Zoo and the WA 
Museum, to carry out research into the ecology of all 
three species, to better understand the threats and 
how to address them.

•	 Creation of new habitat through revegetation 
programs (over 500 ha in the Perth region, cost over 
$6M) and improvement of existing black cockatoo 
habitat (over 600 ha in the Perth region, cost over 
$2M).

•	 Strategic planning across the Perth and Peel regions 
to quantify the overall impacts of habitat removal and 
identify measures to offset these impacts.

•	 Road signs have been placed at important roosting 
sites, where cockatoos are vulnerable to car strike.

This grant, through the generosity of Lotterywest, 
will make it possible for BirdLife WA to increase its 
engagement with the community and to raise awareness 
about the plight of these threatened birds. individuals 
working together can make a real difference as has 
happened with Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo. it will also 
enable us to put on-ground solutions into place, such as 
working with landholders to protect and improve vital 
habitat, and trialling a range of innovative ways for us to 
coexist with cockatoos.

BirdLife WA is after a win–win result for forest 
black cockatoos.

Dr Jessica Lee and Suzanne Mather

Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo, 
Black Creek (see p22). Photo 
by Sian Mawson

Baudin’s Black--Cockatoo. Photo by 
Keith Lightbody

Red-tailed  Black--
Cockatoo. Photo by 
Jennie Stock

Forest Red-tailed  Black--Cockatoo. 
Photo by Keith Lightbody
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Letters to the Editors
Dear Editors

The naming of Chittering

Penny Lee, in WA Bird Notes December 2014 page 4, 
refers to the name Chittering as immortalising a bird 
name that pre-dated European settlement.

it is also stated that Djitidjiti, one of a number of similar 
anglicised aboriginal words (see Serventy and Whittell 
[1976] for a fuller list), is preferable to the current 
common name of Willie Wagtail. However, there is no 
known connection between Djitidjiti and Chittering, other 
than	superficial	sound	similarity.

It	is	worth	noting	that	the	first	map	and	survey	with	a	
mention of Chittering dates from 1843. The lake area 
was	first	described	by	G.F.	Moore	when	travelling	through	
the area in 1835 as a “reedy marsh” “with numbers of 
ducks”. He also reported the “beautifully picturesque” 
valley to the south.

The area of the lake was marked by Assistant Surveyor 
C. Wittenoom in January 1843 and surveyed by Assistant 
Surveyor P. Chauncy in March 1843. Their work was in 
response to a request by W. L. Brockman for a grant of 
land previously marked by him and subsequently granted 
as Swan 94. Title to land was not granted until it had 
been properly surveyed.

The 1843 map shows survey of the eastern shores of 
Lake Chittering only (there being no need to survey a 
greater area at that time). Adjacent to the then un-
surveyed western shore Chauncy writes “Native’s name 
— Jittare or Jittare-ing”. Chauncy may not have been 
learned in modern phonetics but it seems probable that 
he was aware that the pronunciation of J and Ch in 
English were quite different.

it is possible that the aboriginal name reminded 
Wittenoom, Chauncy, Brockman (or other persons 
accompanying them and lost to history) of the British 
village of Chittering (where there are no Willie Wagtails) 
and that they determined on the present name 
accordingly.

Anything else is mere supposition.

Bruce Buchanan

Editors’ note: According to ian Abbott (Abbott 2009) each 
of the following Noongar names, and variations thereon, 
have been recorded by several writers as names for the 
Willy Wagtail: ‘Chitty Chitty’, ‘Djitidjiti’ and ‘Willerin’. Abbott 
suggested that although Aboriginal names would sometimes 
have been used earlier, it was not until 1872 (about 40 years 
after Chittering was named) that surveyors in the Surveyor-
General’s Department were formally directed to ascertain 
and record euphonious Aboriginal names. Nevertheless, 
the Landgate website (http://www.landgate.wa.gov.au/
corporate.nsf/web/History+of+Country+Town+Names) 
states that “The locality of Chittering, located about 70 
kilometres north east of Perth has been known by this name 
since	first	recorded	by	explorer	George	Fletcher	Moore	in	
1836. it is an Aboriginal word probably meaning ‘place of the 
willy wag tails’. One of the Aboriginal words for this bird is 
‘chitti-chitti’”.

So it’s unclear — but Bruce’s argument is pragmatic and may 
well be correct.

References

Abbott, i. (2009). Aboriginal names of bird species in 
south-west Western Australia, with suggestions for 
their adoption into common usage. Conservation 
Science Western Australia 7, 213–278.

Lee, P. (2014). More on Aboriginal bird names. Western 
Australian Bird Notes 152, 4–6.

Serventy, D. L., and Whittell, H. M. (1976). ‘Birds of 
Western Australia’ 5th edition. (university of Western 
Australia Press: Perth.)

Noongar bird names

Dear Editors

Penny Lee’s thoughts on Aboriginal bird names (WABN 
152)	follows	on	first	that	of	Bob	Stranger’s	(WABN	150),	
then, my response in WABN 151. i have mixed feelings 
about Penny Lee’s suggestions.

My case is that, as far as Noongar cultural heritage goes, 
ecology should trump etymology. Should all Noongar bird 
names be lost, but all their other cultural and heritage 
concerns be satisfactorily resolved, would not Australian 
society as a whole be much better off? in that sense, 
i feel that Lee’s propositions proffer a ‘band aid’ that 
neglects the need for major surgery. Aside from that, Lee 
chooses a hard row to furrow, when it is the common 
experience in Western Australia at large — even in the 
south-west region — that too few non-Aborigines i meet 
daily know more than a relatively few English names for 
a limited number of native birds. Moreover, experience 
shows that it commonly proves counterproductive not to 
use popular English language when trying to popularise 
some ideal. i think Lee’s presentation lacks the common 
touch so vital to mobilising widely popular support for her 
cause.

Although Lee makes a generally sympathetic case for the 
cross-cultural	ideals	I	share,	I	find	Lee’s	likes	and	dislikes	
highly subjective. For example, i highly value melody, 
harmony and rhythm; however, modern popular music 
may prove euphonic to many, but it is noise (unwanted 
sound), even torment to others. Australian English, with 
its commonly softened (or, omitted) consonants, and 
ubiquitous diphthongs (‘twenny fowah’ – twenty-four) 
and the commonly mumbled slang, grate on the ear on 
some English speakers. None of this would matter much, 
but Lee risks undermining her motives on behalf of 
Noongar culture and heritage.

it is surprising also that Lee’s attempts fall into the 
trap that people almost invariably do what they want 
with what they are provided, not necessarily what the 
provider or manufacturer intends for that offering. 
Many may outwardly applaud Lee’s sentiments, but 
they otherwise are likely to get on with their own way 
of doing things. Striking, and novel, yes, but it cannot 
be said that Noongar speech and bird names would be, 
to the untrained ear, readily accepted, even locally, as 
euphonious (pleasant sounding). Yet, it is no coincidence 
that	many	find	the	Romance	languages	attractive	to	the	
ear. And, is the concept of euphony expected to become 
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Observations

the preserve only of the inhabitants of the south-west 
region of this state?

Two anomalies appear to upset Lee’s master plan. 
Given Lee’s own arguments about what might not 
be unsurmountable technical problems over the 
standardisation of the spelling and pronunciation of 
Noongar	names	for	native	birds:	Lee	inflects	the	‘a’	in	
the quite commonly used and understood word used 
here and abroad, Maori. Also, Lee writes Noongah; Bob 
Stranger, in the same WABN issue, writes Nyungah (p. 
19).

Lee does not make out a satisfactory case that the 
difficulties	with	popularising	Noongar	bird	names	are	
not insurmountable. in that context, even if i chose 
to learn all the presently available Noongar names for 
native Australian birds, and all their known respective 
Latin nomenclature, this knowledge would hardly help 
me or anyone else locally, to counter the increasing 
number of threats to native wildlife and its natural habitat 
in the south-west region of this state — from which a 
substantial part of Noongar heritage derives. Moreover, 
more English names for Australian birds may not assist 
the observer to identify a native bird among others of a 
similar species — for example, Blue-breasted Fairy-wren.

i am also concerned that Lee’s advocacy over Noongar 
bird names greatly tends to put the cart before the 
horse in the wider context of Noongar cultural heritage 
issues. What i learn from reading, what i hear, and 
what i experience does not pose a sort of unfathomable 
‘chicken-or-egg-first’	conundrum.	Aborigines	themselves	
repeatedly	indicate	a	definitive,	highly	dysfunctional	
sequence of events — when they first lose their land, 
they lose their language and the degradation alongside of 
other aspects of their cultural heritage.

Nevertheless, despite the uneven ground these days for 
any conservation action and Noongar-heritage catch-up, 
it should be a relatively simple process to gather in from 
presently scattered sources all known Noongar names for 
native birds, then publish them. Moreover, keen birders 
might be encouraged when submitting their articles to 
WABN always to try to include the Noongar word for the 
bird mentioned, or pictured.

Tony France

EDS: No further correspondence will be accepted on this 
topic.

Letters to the Editors, ctd

This list has been compiled by 
the	WA	Records	Officer	with	input	
from the WA Records Committee. 
Metropolitan suburbs or shires 
are in parentheses. Please report 
interesting observations the 
WA	Records	Officer,	John	Graff	
(wasightings@birdlife.org.au) or to 
the	BirdLife	WA	office	(9383	7749).	
Sightings are included on the BirdLife 
WA sightings page (http://birdswa.
org.au/sightings.htm) as soon as 
possible, and the most interesting 
are selected for inclusion in the next 
WABN.

Highlights

After a couple of quiet quarters, this 
quarter was a little busier. Highlights 
were led by a Crested (Oriental) 
Honey Buzzard photographed at 
Lake Joondalup (and as we go to 
press, the bird has been relocated, 
along with a second individual; refer 
to the next edition of WABN for more 
details). This prompted an observer 
to come forward with photos of 
another Crested (Oriental) Honey 
Buzzard from nearby Lake Goollelal 
four years previously. in the north, 

an Eye-browed Thrush was 
photographed in a backyard in Port 
Hedland	—	a	first	record	for	Western	
Australia. Australia’s third Eurasian 
Hoopoe was photographed on a 
remote motion-sensing camera north 
of Wyndham in the Kimberley. Also of 
note	was	a	first	record	of	Heinroth’s 
Shearwater for Australian waters, 
with an individual photographed 
by birders en route to Ashmore 
Reef; this represents a notable 
extension in the at-sea distribution 
of this little-known and threatened 
seabird. unprecedented numbers of 
Swinhoe’s Storm-Petrel, amongst 
other seabirds, were also recorded 
on	this	trip.	Another	first	for	Australia	
came in the form of a Western 
Osprey photographed on the Cocos 
(Keeling) islands, while a Red-billed 
Tropicbird of the indian Ocean 
subspecies indica	is	the	first	record	
of this subspecies in Australian 
territory.

it was also a good quarter for 
waders, led by a number of records 
of Little Ringed Plover across the 
state. A single individual was seen at 

Nairns on Peel inlet in late October 
2014, and another (possibly the 
same individual) subsequently at 
the private Nambeelup settlement 
ponds in late December 2014. At 
least three individuals were also 

Crested Honey Buzzard, Lake 
Joondalup. Photo by John 
Anderson
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seen at Chinaman Pool in Carnarvon, 
along with several records from the 
Broome area. Ruffs were seen at 
several locations around Mandurah, 
including up to three individuals at 
Lake McLarty. Lake McLarty also 
hosted high numbers of Pectoral 
Sandpipers, culminating in a count 
of over 24 in December 2014.

Several waterbird records of note 
were	also	obtained.	Significant	
Australian Little Bittern activity 
was detected at Lake Claremont 
in November-December 2014; at 
least	five	individuals	appeared	to	
be present in the area, and careful 
observation revealed the presence 
of	at	least	one	recently	fledged	
juvenile, indicating a successful 
breeding event at the lake. in the 
north, an exceptional count of 600 
Great Crested Grebes at Harding 
Dam in the Pilbara is unprecedented 
for that region, and may indicate a 
mass movement relating to drying of 
wetlands elsewhere in the country.

METROPOLiTAN (uBD 
Street Directory)
CRESTED HONEY BUZZARD 

(subspecies orientalis) – 1, 
03/01/15, Lake Joondalup 
(Joondalup) – JA * 1, 23/01/11, 
Lake Goollelal (Kingsley) – BB 
(rare vagrant to Australia; 4th and 
5th records for WA; subject to 
BARC acceptance; photographs)

Intermediate Egret – 1, 06-
12/12/14, Lake Joondalup South 
(Woodvale) – FO & WM (rare in 
the south-west)

Australian Little Bittern – up to 
5, including at least 1 recently 
fledged	juvenile,	30/11-07/12/14,	
Lake Claremont (Claremont) – 
WM, PB et al. (rarely seen, high 
count, photographs)

Little Ringed Plover – 1, 29-
30/10/14, Nairns (Coodanup) – 
CL et al. (vagrant to south-west; 
photographs)

Ruff – 1, 08/11/14-07/01/15, Len 
Howard Reserve (Erskine) – MN 
et al. * 1, 26/12/14, Nairns 
(Coodanup) – BB (uncommon 
visitor to south-west; 
photographs)

Bush Stone-curlew – 1, 08/11/14, 
Herdsman Lake (Herdsman) – 
HBG * 1, 18/11/14, Challenge 
Stadium/HBF Stadium (Floreat) – 

TM (very rare in the metropolitan 
area; recently reintroduced at 
Whiteman Park; photographs)

Hooded Plover – 1, 03/12/14, 
causeway (Rottnest island) – 
MB & JS (rarely reported in the 
metropolitan area or on Rottnest; 
photographs)

Black-eared Cuckoo – 1, 29/09/14, 
Bells Rapids (Brigadoon) - MSM 
(rarely reported this close to 
Perth; photographs of Bells 
Rapids bird)

SOuTH WEST (Shark Bay to 
Cape Arid)
Wandering Albatross [sp.] – c. 

20, 15/11/14, BirdLife WA 
Pelagic off Albany – JG et al. * 9, 
16/11/14, BirdLife WA Pelagic off 
Albany – JG et al. (high counts 
for recent Albany trips; most 
exulans or gibsoni, and 1 possible 
antipodensis. Dabbenena possible 
but conditions did not allow 
identification	with	certainty)

White-chinned Petrel – 3, 
16/11/14, BirdLife WA Pelagic 
off Albany – JG et al. (few recent 
records off WA)

Black Bittern – 1, 31/10/14, upper 
Donnelly River, c. 14 km NNW 
of Manjimup (Manjimup) – RJ 
(rarely reported in the south-
west)

Little Ringed Plover – 1, 28-
29/12/14, Nambeelup (Murray) 
– KM (vagrant to south-west; 
photographs)

Ruff – up to 3 (2 male and 1 
female), 13-29/12/14, Lake 

McLarty (Murray) – JB, CL et 
al. (uncommon visitor to south-
west; photographs)

Pectoral Sandpiper – 24+, 
29/12/14, Lake McLarty (Murray) 
– JG, PB et al. (high count)

Scarlet-chested Parrot – 1 female, 
26/10/14, Pittosporum Rock 
(Yilgarn) – ES & vS (rarely 
reported nomad; west of typical 
range)

ARiD ZONE
Chestnut Teal – 1 male, 04-

14/12/14, sewage ponds 
(Carnarvon) – LG et al (north of 
usual range)

Green Pygmy-Goose – 1, 
23/10/14, Harding Dam 
(Roebourne) – LG (rare visitor to 
the Pilbara)

Great Crested Grebe – 600, 
19/10/14, BirdLife WA/Rio Tinto 
bird surveys, Harding Dam 
(Roebourne) – LG et al. (high 
count for the Pilbara) 

Black Falcon – 1, 2 km north of 
Minilya Roadhouse (Carnarvon) – 
RM (rarely reported in WA outside 
of the Kimberley)

Little Ringed Plover – up to 3, 
13-17/12/14, Chinaman Pool 
(Carnarvon) – NJ, LG et al. (rare 
visitor to the north-west)

EYEBROWED THRUSH – 1 adult 
male, late 12/14, backyard (Port 
Hedland) – via CH & FO (1st 
record for Western Australia; 
subject to BARC acceptance; 
photographs) 

Eastern Yellow Wagtail 
(subspecies taivana) – 1, 
02/12/14, Port Hedland race 
course (Port Hedland) – NJ & 
BG (subspecies taivana rarely 
reported in Pilbara)

KiMBERLEY
Semipalmated Plover – 1, late 

10/14, sewage ponds (Broome) 
– GS, WM et al. (vagrant to 
Australia; presumed same bird 
that has visited Broome area 
annually for a number of years 
now)

Little Ringed Plover – 1, late 
10/14, Taylor’s Lagoon (Broome) 
– GS, WM et al. * 1, late 10/14, 
Lake Eda (Broome) – GS, WM 

Observations, ctd

Ruff, Len Howard Conservation 
Park. Photo by Mark Binns
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et al. (rare migrant to the 
Kimberley)

EURASIAN HOOPOE – 1 
photographed on motion-
activated camera, 24/11/14, 
north of Wyndham (Wyndham-
East Kimberley) – GR (2nd record 
for Western Australia; subject to 
BARC acceptance; photographs)

TIGER SHRIKE – 1, late 11/14, 
Browse island (Wyndham-East 
Kimberley) – RMo, AB et al. (2nd 
record for WA; subject to BARC 
acceptance)

Arctic Warbler – 1, late 11/14, 
Browse island (Wyndham-East 
Kimberley) – RMo, AB et al. (rare 
visitor to Western Australia)

Grey Wagtail – 1, late 11/14, 
Browse island (Wyndham-East 
Kimberley) – RMo, AB et al. 
(uncommon visitor to Western 
Australia) 

ASHMORE REEF
RED-BILLED TROPICBIRD – 1 

subspecies indica, late 11/14, 
Ashmore Reef – RM, AB et al. (1st 
record for Ashmore; 3rd record 
for Australia; subject to BARC 
acceptance; photographs)

White-throated Needletail – 1, 
late 11/14, Ashmore Reef – RM, 
AB et al. (1st record for Ashmore)

SWINHOE’S STORM-PETREL – c. 
520, late 10/14, at sea between 
Broome & Ashmore Reef - GS, 
WM et al. (high count; subject to 
BARC acceptance)

Leach’s Storm-Petrel – 3, late 
10/14, at sea between Broome 
& Ashmore Reef - GS, WM et al. 

(rare visitor to Australian waters; 
subject to BARC acceptance)

Joaunin’s Petrel – 3, late 10/14, at 
sea between Broome & Ashmore 
Reef - GS, WM et al. (rare visitor 
to Australian waters; subject to 
BARC acceptance)

HEINROTH’S SHEARWATER – 
1, 20/10/14, at sea between 
Broome & Ashmore Reef – JW 
et al. (1st record for Australia; 
subject to BARC acceptance; 
photograph)

Abbott’s Booby – 1, late 10/14, at 
sea between Broome & Ashmore 
Reef - GS, WM et al. (rare visitor 
to Australian waters away from 
Christmas island)

Japanese Sparrowhawk – 1, late 
11/14, Ashmore Reef – RM, AB 
et al. (rare migrant to Australian 
territory; subject to BARC 
acceptance)

White-breasted Waterhen – 1 
subspecies leucomelana, late 
11/14, Ashmore Reef – RM, AB et 
al. (3rd record for Ashmore)

Oriental Reed-Warbler – 3, late 
11/14, Ashmore Reef – RM, AB 
et al. (rare migrant to Australian 
territory)

Arctic Warbler - 5, late 10/14, 
Ashmore Reef – GS, WM et al. 
* 2, late 11/14, Ashmore Reef 
– RM, AB et al. (rare migrant to 
Australian territory)

Asian Brown Flycatcher – 1, late 
11/14, Ashmore Reef – RM, AB 
et al. (rare migrant to Australian 
territory; subject to BARC 
acceptance)

PECHORA PIPIT – 1 immature, late 
11/14, Ashmore Reef – RM, AB 
et al. (rare migrant to Australian 
territory; subject to BARC 
acceptance)

Eastern Yellow Wagtail 
(subspecies taivana) – 1, late 
10/14, Ashmore Reef – GS, WM 
et al. (subspecies taivana rare 
migrant to Australian territory)

Grey Wagtail – 2, late 10/14, 
Ashmore Reef – GS, WM et al. 
* 3, late 11/14, Ashmore Reef 
– RM, AB et al. (rare migrant to 
Australian territory)

CHRiSTMAS iSLAND
RED COLLARED DOVE – 1, 09-

22/11/14, Settlement – JM et al. 
(vagrant to Australian territory; 
subject to BARC acceptance; 
photographs)

HOUSE SWIFT – 1, 18-22/11/14, 
Christmas island – SR, RB et al. 
(vagrant to Australian territory; 
subject to BARC acceptance)

Red-rumped Swallow – 2, 18-
23/11/14, rubbish tip – SR et 
al. (rare visitor to Australian 
territory; photographs)

COCOS (KEELiNG) iSLANDS
Pacific Black Duck – hatchlings, 

16/09/14, Becek Besar – PJ & GC 
(1st	confirmed	breeding	record	for	
Cocos)

WESTERN OSPREY – 1, 25/12/14, 
Quarantine Station – PJ & GC 
(1st record for Australian territory 
subject to BARC acceptance; 
photographs)

Chinese Sparrowhawk – 1, 
28/11/14, Becek Besar – SR, RB 
et al. (rare visitor to Australian 
territory; subject to BARC 
acceptance)

White-faced Heron – up to 2, 
10/08-02/09/14, West island 
(airport and Bottle Dump) – PJ 
& GC (rarely reported on Cocos; 
possibly 1st record for Cocos)

Western Reef Egret – 1 killed Little 
Egret, 08/11/14, West island – PJ 
& GC (rarely reported behaviour; 
photographs)

Javan Pond Heron – 1, 05/09-
30/11/14, Home island – PJ & 
GC (rare visitor to Australian 
territory)

Chinese Pond Heron – 1, 05/09-
27/11/14, Home island – PJ & 
GC (rare visitor to Australian 
territory)

Wood Sandpiper – 1, 06-30/09/14, 
West island (Bottle Dump and EG 
Yard) – PJ & GC (rarely reported 
on Cocos; possibly 1st record for 
Cocos)

Long-toed Stint – up to 5, 22/09-
01/10/14, West island (Bottle 
Dump and EG Yard) – PJ & GC 
(possibly 1st record for Cocos) 

Hodgson’s Hawk Cuckoo – 1, 
30/11/14, Home island – PJ & 

Observations, ctd

Arctic Warbler. Photo by Adrian 
Boyle
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GC (rare visitor to Australian 
territory; subject to BARC 
acceptance)

Large Hawk Cuckoo – 1, 30/11/14, 
Home island – PJ & GC (rare 
visitor to Australian territory; 
subject to BARC acceptance)

Blue and White Flycatcher – 1, 
30/11/14, Home island – PJ 
& GC (vagrant to Australian 
territory; subject to BARC 
acceptance)

RED-THROATED PIPIT – 1, 14-
22/11/14, Quarantine Station 
– SR, RB et al. (vagrant to 
Australian territory; subject to 
BARC acceptance)

Eastern Yellow Wagtail 
(subspecies taivana) – 1, 23-
29/09/14, West island (Bottle 
Dump) – PJ & GC (subspecies 
taivana rarely reported on Cocos; 
possibly 1st record for Cocos)

CHAiR’S REPORT

BirdLife WA reports

This year an Executive Committee of passionate 
sandgropers has attempted to drive an agenda for birds 
in Western Australia and improve services to BirdLife 
members living in this state. Most of the mechanics of 
the merger with the national body have been resolved 
but the psychology of working within that framework, 
with reduced independence and local resources, has not. 

in many ways the Executive Committee still behaves 
as though it is the board for an incorporated 
organization but that is no longer the case. We might 
be a management committee for a BirdLife Australia 
ABN	number	given	that	we	have	independent	financial	
resources?	In	the	absence	of	a	paid	executive	officer	
we spend an inordinate amount of time on micro-
management, rather than setting strategic directions. 
These strategic directions should in principle be those of 
BirdLife Australia, implemented through the WA strategic 
plan. However our strategic plan is too general to guide 
EC decisions and needs to be supported by targeted 
operational ones. Maybe the WA EC should function as 
an advisory committee to the national executive but at 
present there are no recognised mechanisms to do that.

Through all that uncertainty around why we exist our 
conference of passionate sandgropers have been trying 
to make things happen. Too many things probably and 
not always with unanimity. The number of WA Branch 

members of BirdLife Australia increased from 1004 to 
1201 over the year with much of the growth coming from 
regional WA. Both Wayne Monks and i have endeavoured 
to catch up with regional members and branches on 
our travels and the Committee has been considering 
how to improve services and engagement outside the 
metropolitan area. The Eyre Observatory has become a 
separate branch to BirdLife WA, managed by the main 
office.

Wayne Monks has been very active setting up sub-
committees and working groups to continue the work 
in the Great Western Woodlands, establish a program 
of	events	to	build	the	profile	of	BirdLife	in	the	WA	
community and to better engage with our members and 
branches in regional areas. Sometimes trail-blazers get a 
bit far ahead of the rest and Wayne resigned as treasurer 
after being unable to gain a consensus about allocating 
WA Branch core-funding to extend the GWW survey 
program, amongst other frustrations. He has however 
continued to contribute elsewhere and i particularly hope 
WA members and regional branches will embrace the 
range of exciting events planned for 2015.

As Chair i have appreciated Wayne’s activism but also 
the steady hands of our experienced members and 
refreshing and sometimes challenging views of our 
newer ones. To retiring members Lorraine Marshall 

AB = Adrian Boyle
BB = Bill Betts
BG = Bruce Greatwich
CD = Cloe Dale
CH = Chris Hassell
CL = Craig Lester
ES = Erica Shedley
FO = Frank O’Connor
GC = Geof Christie
GR = Gary Rethus
GS = George Swann
HBG = Herdsman Banding Group (Bill 

Rutherford et al.)
JA = John Anderson
JB = John Barkla
JG = John Graff
JM = Julian Miles
JS = James Sansom

JW = John Weigel
KM = Ken Monson
LG = Les George
MB = Mark Blythman
MN = Mark Newman
MSM = Mike & Shelagh McDowall
NJ = Nigel Jackett
PB = Plaxy Barratt
PJ = Pam Jones
RB = Richard Baxter
RJ = Roger Jaensch
RM = Robert McLean
RMo = Rowan Mott
SR = Steve Reynolds
TM = Tom Marsh
vS = vi Saffer
WM = Wayne Merritt

OBSERvERS
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(deputy chair), Marion Massam (minute secretary) and 
Wayne Merritt — a big thank you for your commitment. 
Thanks also to Frank for resuming the treasurer functions 
following	Wayne’s	resignation.	My	field	trip	program	
has made meeting the expectations placed on the chair 
problematic so i have decided to step down from that 
position. However, i have nominated to stay on for 
another year as a committee member to assist the next 
incumbent where i can.

i would particularly like to acknowledge the commitment 
and	efficiency	of	our	office	manager	Annette	Park	and	all	
the	WA	volunteers	that	make	things	happen	at	the	office,	
on the committees and out there in the bush.

BirdLife	WA	Office
Staffing

The volunteer roster continues to be ably managed by 
Ray Flanagan; in 2014 there was a pool of 16 – 17 people 
who	filled	the	monthly	roster.	During	the	year	four	people	
retired from the roster and one person changed to an 
emergency	fill	in	position.	Fortunately	five	people	joined	
the roster over the course of the year. Winter and spring 
are	the	difficult	times	to	fill	the	roster	as	people	head	off	
on long bird watching holidays.

Volunteer Information and Training

in 2014 a fortnightly information sheet was developed 
for	the	office	volunteers	to	keep	them	up	to	date	with	
the	work	of	the	project	officers,	as	well	as	the	various	
excursions and events that are happening. This has 
proved quite helpful as the volunteers are either in the 
office	once	a	fortnight	or	once	a	month.

Among the current pool of volunteers there is quite a 
variance in knowledge of birds and the work of BirdLife 
as well as in familiarity and expertise with computers 
and computer programs such as Word, Excel, email 
and the WA Bird Database. A focus for 2015 will be the 
development of a training program for the volunteers.

Office technology

This was the challenging area for 2014. The back-up 
tape drive for the server required replacement and the 
WA Birds Database needed updating as it only worked 
on a computer which operated Windows xP. The server 
back-up problems have been resolved and we now have 
a Birds Database which is compatible with later versions 
of	Windows	and	Microsoft	Office.	Approval	for	the	
replacement of the front desk computer has been given 
in	2015	as	it	doesn’t	meet	the	system	specifications	for	
upgrade to Windows 7.

The capacity of the server is of future concern – it is only 
350GB and currently two-thirds is in use. This remained 
fairly constant over 2014 but additional projects such as 
‘Cockies in Crisis’ may have an impact.

Research at BirdLife WA
The large citizen-science projects occurring in Western 
Australia are on Black Cockatoos and the birds of the 
Great Western Woodlands. The Great Cocky Count will be 
continuing after a successful program in 2014, including 
the reporting on trends in Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos 

on the Swan Coastal Plain. BirdLife WA also ran a 
successful Forest Cockatoo Forum as a contribution to the 
recovery plan process. We have recently secured a large 
LotteryWest Grant to extend our Black Cockatoo work to 
the endangered forest species.

The Great Western Woodlands (GWW) Survey was 
developed	by	the	national	office	and	has	been	managed	
by them. However, with the current funding horizon 
ending in May 2015, the continuation of this project may 
be left to the WA Branch, through the GWW and Research 
Committees. The funded GWW project is now in its 
final	data	analysis	and	reporting	phase	and	is	due	to	be	
completed in May 2015.

The Conservation and Research Committee was 
reconstituted during the year as a ‘research’ committee 
with its focus on improving the science of what we 
have been doing, or might do, in Western Australia. 
We have been successful in recruiting a group of 
professionally trained scientists who are doing, or have 
done, bird-based research. A key issue for the research 
committee has been how to service the monitoring and 
reporting demands for important Bird Areas (iBAs) in 
Western Australia. it was decided that decisions about 
conservation	action	of	State	and	local	significance	
(submissions, campaigns, etc) should be a matter for the 
EC.	Staff	are	also	available	at	the	main	office	to	deal	with	
bird	conservation	issues	that	are	of	national	significance.

Conservation action at BirdLife WA
The performance of the WA Branch in terms of effective 
advocacy for bird conservation has been questioned with 
the	EC	fielding	complaints	on	perceived	lack	of	action	or	
outcomes on Western Ground Parrots, black cockatoos, 
Western Rosellas, Hooded Plovers, pest and invasive 
bird species, mining proposals in the Great Western 
Woodlands, Helms Forest Block and a proposal to resume 
broad-scale agricultural clearing. There are very high 
expectations being placed on a volunteer-based branch 
with no dedicated Western Australian advocacy resources 
or staff. Most complaints are about local issues for which 
Melbourne-based staff cannot be expected to have any 
knowledge or familiarity. The principal challenge for 
the next EC will be to decide what we can reasonably 
do to service community expectations with respect to 
conservation advocacy. i think we need a State-based 
conservation	plan	which	specifically	identifies	what	we	
will focus our limited resources on, and equally what we 
will not. We will need a process to do this and will need 
the WA membership to engage with it.

Education at BirdLife WA
Nominally the Education Committee (CEC) has seven 
members, but due to several factors they seldom 
numbered	more	than	five	and	often	only	four.	Hopefully	
this will improve in 2015, they could use more help. That 
being said, they were very appreciative of the members 
who willingly step in to help with schools, adult classes 
and other functions.

At the beginning of this year the CEC wrote to all our 
country branches offering to assist if needed. it also 
wrote to eight shires making members available to work 
in co-operation with them in promoting bird education 

BirdLife WA reports, ctd
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classes and walks. Six of them responded positively, 
but ultimately the CEC only worked with four of them. 
However, these worked out very well. The CEC did less 
in the country areas this year, only going to Kalgoorlie, 
Toodyay and Williams. They also visited Mandurah in the 
outer metropolitan area several times.

The CEC met as a committee every month and are at the 
office	most	Wednesdays	for	preparation	and	discussion	
and also attended six external meetings with groups for 
planning purposes.

The CEC did 34 presentations and walks during the year. 
in general the groups were smaller than in previous 
years. Nevertheless it had 852 people attend with 74 
of our members acting as presenters, helpers and walk 
leaders. Five of these were presented by Clive Napier 
in his role as the king of Probus. Clive and Wendy also 
conducted one of our Kings Park Festival presentations 
and walks at Bold Park. The CEC ran eight classes in 
addition to the ordinary presentations and these were 
well attended. Some 318 adults and some children took 
part and 34 of our members again assisted.

While in Kalgoorlie the CEC went to Credo station 
and walked seven survey sites for the Great Western 
Woodlands project. in addition there were four surveys at 
Lavender Reserve near Williams. The CEC was also asked 
to provide images and text for signage at Lake Harmony. 
This was mainly done by Rod Smith, with a little editorial 
assistance.

The CEC visited 31 schools, involving 45 presentations; 
1387 students, teachers and parents attended these 
sessions along with BirdLife members assisting 56 times. 
Other than committee members 20 BirdLife WA members 
gave help at least once. Several were habitual helpers 
and the CEC thanks every one of them. The digital image 
library continues to grow and is reaching very impressive 
figures.

Combining	the	hours	worked	in	the	office,	doing	the	
activities, travelling plus home preparation, there was an 
estimated total of 2200 hours of voluntary time. income 
from sales and donations was $5960.

BirdLife WA excursions
The Excursions Committee has had another busy year 
and in 2014 arranged 74 excursions. Eleven campouts 
were held at Denmark, Rottnest, Busselton, Credo 
Station, Cheynes Beach, Beringbooding Rock, Balijup, 
Cherry Tree Pool, Frank Hann National Park, Chingarrup 
and Cervantes. Two campouts, Balijup and Chingarrup, 
were Gondwana Link collaboration projects organised 
by Nic Dunlop and a new type of campout for BWA. The 
remainder were 63 half and full day excursions within 
100km of Perth.

A mid-week excursion and one weekend excursion were 
open to the general public each month. The excursions 
continue to support BirdLife Australia’s research such as 
the annual Shorebirds 2020 surveys, the Atlas project, 
important Bird Area monitoring and the BLWA data 
base. This year we actively supported the Great Western 
Woodlands surveys by including surveys of Credo Station 
during the Easter campout, Cave Hill and Frank Hann/
Peak Charles National Parks.

There was a total 1370 attendances at these events, 
about the same number as last year.

in addition, four pelagic trips were organised by John 
Graff from Albany, two in May and two in November, thus 
increasing our knowledge of birds in the southern ocean.

We continue our relationship with the Australian Wildlife 
Conservancy, carrying out bird surveys at Mount Gibson 
Station and Karakamia Wildlife Sanctuaries. Faure island 
was surveyed again this year for the sixth time, with the 
number of shorebirds consistent with previous years and 
confirming	the	importance	of	this	location	for	waders	
in Shark Bay. BirdLife WA is now also assisting Bush 
Heritage Australia with bird monitoring on its properties.

The Rangelands Surveys, ably arranged by Pam and 
George Agar in association with DPaW, went to Lorna 
Glen and Earaheedy Stations north of Kalgoorlie.

The Photographic Group continued to meet monthly 
through	2014	with	twelve	field	trips.

There has been some concern about the enthusiasm 
of some people with regards to general birding, 
photography and bird disturbance using call back. At 
the request of the Excursions Committee the Code of 
Birding Ethics was published in Western Australian Bird 
Notes. Although almost all people do the right thing, it’s 
worthwhile	knowing	the	official	BirdLife	Australia	policy.

very great thanks must go to the members of the 
Excursions Committee and to the 33 volunteer leaders, 
for taking excursions and campouts.

Bird guides
The seven members of the bird guides group have 
continued to source materials and technology to produce 
local bird guides for WA and to negotiate resources for 
their publication. At present guides for York, Kojonup, 
Busselton, Cunderdin, Great Western Woodlands (new 
– with Liz Fox) and Western Suburbs are in production. 
Future guides are proposed for Geraldton, Corrigin, 
Bunbury, Donnybrook, Northam and Cape Range.

Sales Committee
Card sales totalled 6976, an increase of 312 over 2013. 
Though an increase is welcome it is down on the 2012 
sales of 7620. A total of 371 (2013: 259) car stickers and 
hat badges was sold and continue to be popular. Total 
stock on hand for all cards was 41 459, compared to 
48 435 for last year.

During the year, Beryl Walker and Lorraine Marshall 
retired. Their contribution and dedication will be sorely 
missed. The Committee is now comprised of valerie 
Hemsley and new members Lesley Macauley (Secretary) 
and Lou Scampoli (Chair).

The challenge for the Sales Committee in 2015 is to 
develop ideas and strategies to boost card sales, as they 
are a great way to increase public awareness of BirdLife 
(WA).

Dr Nic Dunlop
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Hooded Plover at Jurien Bay
until recently, little was known about the distribution 
of the Hooded Plover along the coastal regions north 
of Perth. Leeman Lakes was the only known site that 
supported a small Hooded Plover population over summer 
(Plozza 2014). i have been conducting surveys at the 
CSR Gypsum Mine at Sandy Cape (see photo p2) and in 
the process discovered another Hooded Plover site. The 
gypsum mine is located about 10 km north of Jurien Bay. 
This is a private mining site and thus not accessible to 
the general public.

The site has been surveyed ten times since August 2014 
and Hooded Plovers have been present on each occasion 
(Table 1).

There are a number of settlement ponds at the gypsum 
mine. These ponds provide suitable habitat for a range 
of shorebirds. Hooded Plovers were seen feeding on 
insects	floating	on	top	of	the	water.	There	are	currently	
three ponds: one of 5 acres at the northern end, one of 4 
acres at the south-eastern end and one of 3 acres at the 
eastern end. CSR are currently developing a new pond in 
the north-east end. The majority of birds are found in the 
south and south-eastern sections. On average, the ponds 
are approximately three metres deep. Birds don’t get too 
flighty	and	only	start	to	move	when	within	a	20	metre	
range or when sudden movements are made. They seem 
quite comfortable with excavations going on 100 metres 
away.

Although these basins have only been visited for six 
months, their importance to Hooded Plovers has already 
become evident. The presence of some juveniles begs 

the question, did a pair breed at the Sandy Cape gypsum 
mine or did the juveniles come from outside locations? 
A high count of 37 Hooded Plovers was made on 15 
December 2014 and 36 were seen on 17 January 2015. 
i am not aware of any interchange between the Hooded 
Plover populations at Leeman Lagoon and the Sandy 
Cape gypsum mine. Comparison of data might shed light 
on this in the future.

i have observed a range of other shorebirds at this 
location. Maximum shorebird counts are: Black-winged 
Stilt (38), Red-necked Avocet (40), Banded Stilt (200), 
Red-capped Plover (14), Hooded Plover (37), Common 
Greenshank (2), Ruddy Turnstone (2), Red-necked Stint 
(55), Sharp-tailed Sandpiper (6).

Grey Teal and Australian Shelduck were also present.

Research at this site is ongoing and as data builds up, i 
hope to get a better understanding of the Hooded Plover 
population at Sandy Cape.

i wish to acknowledge CSR for allowing me access to 
their mining site and compliment them on their ongoing 
support and interest in conservation. in particular, the 
assistance provided by the site manager Geoff Armstrong 
is appreciated.

Reference

Plozza, S. (2014). Hooded Plovers at Leeman Lagoon. 
Western Australian Bird Notes 149, 20.

Philippa Schmucker

Date
Leeman Lagoon/
Lakes

Adult Juv. Date Sandy Cape Adult Juv.

18/10/2014 NW end 4 19/08/2014 South Processing 
area

6

25/10/2014 SW corner 6 23/08/2014 NW end 2
25/10/2014 NW end 4 6/09/2014 South of outlet 2
5/11/2014 SW corner neck 15 1 6/09/2014 East outlet pipe 1
5/11/2014 centre of lake 5 14/09/2014 N of building site 1
16/11/2014 SW corner seep 19 26/10/2014 0
23/11/2014 SW corner 1 9/11/2014 SE end 11 4
23/11/2014 SW corner point seep 1 26/11/2014 East pond 3
23/11/2014 east side 10 26/11/2014 North pond 4
30/11/2014 east side 14 15/12/2014 South end 8 2
7/12/2014 SW corner 16 15/12/2014 SE end 20 1
14/12/2014 0 15/12/2014 NE end 1
16/12/2014 SW corner Centre 18 15/12/2014 NW end 5
21/12/2014 SW corner point seep 19 23/12/2014 SW pond 2 4
28/12/2014 0 23/12/2014 SE pond 11 1
4/01/2015 0 17/01/2015 SW end (outlet) 5
13/01/2015 0 17/01/2015 SE pond 2

17/01/2015 NW pond 24 5

Observer: Sean Plozza Observer: Philippa Schmucker

Table 1. Hooded Plover abundance at two sites near Jurien Bay, 2014-15
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Field Techniques in Bird Studies course
Eyre Bird Observatory, November 2014 
– report and summary of results

The 2014 Field Techniques course saw a big change — 
the absence of long-time course leader, Stephen Davies. 
Memories of previous courses prominently feature this 
long-legged Father Emu striding over dune and swale, 
with eager course participants trotting behind like 
obedient Emu chicks. in his absence this year, there 
were	big	Emu	footprints	to	fill.	So,	with	the	course	fully	
booked, we held our breath that everything would run 
smoothly, that the weather would cooperate and birds 
would show up, despite Father Emu’s absence. And they 
most certainly did. The weather was near perfect and 
with plentiful rain in the previous months, the course 
occurred	in	the	midst	of	mass	mallee	flowering	and	the	
birds were abundant.

Joining course leaders Tegan Douglas and Joe Porter 
were eight enthusiastic ornithologists —  Alexa, Emily, 
Felice, Flora, Kate, Kelly, Natasha and Mitchell. Three of 
the students were supported by generous grants from 
BirdLife WA.

To give everyone some close contact with the birds they 
would be encountering for the rest of the week, we 
spent	the	first	day	mist-netting	around	the	observatory.	
We banded 130 birds of 11 species, including 1 Striated 
and 5 Spotted Pardalotes, 2 White-browed Scrubwrens, 
1 Blue-breasted Fairy-wren, 1 Dusky Woodswallow, 21 
Singing, 2 White-eared, 7 Brown and 77 New Holland 
Honeyeaters, 2 White-browed Babblers, 3 Grey Shrike-
thrush, 8 Silvereyes and 1 Welcome Swallow. Mistnetting 
was made more exciting by several retraps, including a 3 
year-old White-browed Scrubwren.

The wader count along Kanidal beach was rather low, 
with only two transcontinental migrants, the Grey 
Plover (2) and the Common Greenshank (1), sighted 
on the beach. Of the more resident birds we recorded 
Red-capped Plovers (15), Australian Pied (5) and Sooty 
Oystercatchers	(3)	Caspian	Tern	(1),	Pacific	(3)	and	
Silver (47) Gulls, Australian Pelican (4), Pied Cormorant 
(5), White-bellied Sea Eagle (1), Nankeen Kestrel 
(1), Common Bronzewing (1), White-fronted Chats 
(26), Willie Wagtail (1), Australian Raven (1) Welcome 
Swallows (6), Dusky Woodswallows (3). Two of the 
Australian Pied Oystercatchers had a runner chick, so 
eagle-eyed Kate spotted and caught it, and we banded it.

A trip to Twilight Cove did add some diversity to our 
shorebird list, however, with Red-necked Stints (22), 
Pacific	Golden	Plover	(1),	Lesser	Sand	Plover	(1),	
Sanderling (5), Grey-tailed Tattler (1), Sharp-tailed 
Sandpiper (1) and Ruddy Turnstones (5) as well as more 
Grey Plovers (5), Red-capped Plovers (89), Australian 
Pied (8) and Sooty Oystercatchers (7), Crested (4) and 
Caspian	Terns	(1),	Pacific	(3)	and	Silver	(2)	Gulls,	Great	
Cormorant (1), White-fronted Chats (12), Australian 
Raven (9), Welcome Swallows (27), Tree Martin (1), 
Australian Pipit (1) and Emu (6).

In	addition	to	bird	identification	exercises,	we	undertook	
several exercises to measure bird density and abundance 
around the observatory. These exercises have been 
conducted every year on this course, so compiling the 

results over the years gives us a long-term picture of 
the changes in bird numbers around the observatory. in 
some years there are few honeyeaters and Silvereyes, in 
other	years	(like	this	one!)	they	are	prolific.	Point	counts	
are good indicators of these mobile birds. On the other 
hand,	mapping	techniques	give	good	figures	for	resident,	
territorial species, and provides indicators of changes 
in the abundance of these species. Standardised survey 
techniques such as ABC surveys allow for comparisons 
between site, and account for survey effort. Comparisons 
between the counting methods usually show some 
agreement in trends, but it is best to compare the results 
from the same method from previous years to get an 
idea of trends for individual species.

Previously, results of 30 years of abundance data 
collected during the course have been published in 
Corella (Davies 2010) and more recent counts have 
appeared in WA Bird Notes (e.g. Davies and Douglas 
2014).

Here is a summary of the results of the various counts 
that we made at Eyre in 2014. Australian Bird Counts (20 
minute,	2	hectare	area	searches)	were	made	in	five	areas	
— three areas of well-established vegetation around the 
observatory and two recently rehabilitated areas on the 
dunes towards the beach (Table 1).

Table 1: Results of Australian Bird Counts at Eyre Bird 
Observatory in November 2014, expressed as birds per 
hectare.

ABC Survey Area Standard Rehab
Total size of area searched 6 ha 4 ha
Collared Sparrowhawk 0.17 0
Common Bronzewing 0 0.5
Blue-breasted Fairy-wren 0.83 0
Spotted Pardalote 2.33 0.25
Striated Pardalote 0.5 0
White-browed Scrubwren 0 0.5
Singing Honeyeater 1.83 1.0
Brown-headed Honeyeater 0.17 0
New Holland Honeyeater 15.5 4.25
Brown Honeyeater 1.67 0.25
White-browed Babbler 0.67 1.0
Grey Shrike-thrush 0.5 0.5
Willie Wagtail 0.17 0.75
Dusky Woodswallow 0 1.25
Grey Currawong 0 0.25
Welcome Swallow 0 2.25
Tree Martin 0 0.75
Silvereye 2.17 2.25

Some interesting comparisons showed up. While some 
species (White-browed Babbler, Grey Shrike-thrush, 
Silvereye) were found in equal proportions in the two 
habitats, some favoured only one. Striated Pardalotes 
and Blue-breasted Fairy-wrens were only found in 
the older vegetation. The aerial hawkers (Dusky 
Woodswallows, Welcome Swallows and Tree Martins) 
were recorded only in the rehabilitated areas, perhaps 
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due to some shift in food availability. Whereas Spotted 
Pardalotes and New Holland Honeyeaters used both 
standard and rehabilitation areas, both were recorded 
in much greater numbers in the mature, established 
vegetation.

For the Point Counts along the West Track, we calculated 
(by graphing and calculation) the densities of 16 species. 
Comparing	the	figures	with	the	previous	years	(Table	
2), you can see some changes in them. For mapping 
around the observatory we got results for 13 species 
(Table 3). The densities from Point Counts are more 
realistic	for	non-territorial	birds	than	the	mapping	figures.	
They suggest that there are many more New Holland 
Honeyeaters than in previous years, a trend supported by 
the ABC counts, but fewer Red Wattlebirds and Singing 
Honeyeaters than last year. As in 2012, the Spotted 
Pardalote	was	so	abundant	that	it	was	difficult	to	delimit	
their territories in the mapping exercise, so the estimate 
of density is approximate at best. On the whole, apart 
from the fairy-wren, the densities of the territorial birds 
remain stable.

Table 2: Density of birds (birds/ha) determined by Point 
Count along the West Track in November 2014, with 
comparative data from 2013. ‘—‘ denotes where birds 
were not present in great enough numbers to run the 
analysis.

Density (birds per ha)

Year 2012 2013 2014
Species

Brush Bronzewing - 0.64 0.74
Blue-breasted Fairy-wren - - 2.55
Spotted Pardalote 1.09 2.55 6.37
Striated Pardalote - - 0.64
inland Thornbill - - 0.32
White-browed Scrubwren 0.4 1.91 0.64
Weebill - 0.74 3.82
Singing Honeyeater 0.82 5.00 2.23
White-eared Honeyeater - 3.50 7.32
Brown Honeyeater 1.59 0.38 7.96
New Holland Honeyeater 1.59 8.64 36.6
Red Wattlebird 1.90 1.27 0.64
Brown-headed Honeyeater - 1.60 -
Golden Whistler - 0.32 -
Grey Shrike-thrush - 0.85 0.42
Grey Currawong 0.29 2.23 0.64
Australian Raven 0.13 0.13 0.23
Silvereye 2.75 7.0 22.9

in addition to simply counting birds, we also undertook 
several behavioural exercises. We looked at the behaviour 
of the honeyeaters around the observatory, and used our 
observations to construct a behavioural key to them, an 
exercise suggested long ago by Peter Curry. We spent 
an afternoon quantifying the ‘bird bath politics’ between 
visitors to the observatory’s three bird baths, watching 
interactions and identifying patterns in dominance.

Table 3: Bird densities determined by territory mapping a 
22.5 ha grid around the observatory. Densities are shown 
as birds per hectare, and ‘—‘ denotes where birds were 
not present, or density was unable to be determined.

Density (birds per ha)

Species 2012 2013 2014
Red Wattlebird - 0.34 -
Weebill - 0.47 0.53
inland Thornbill 0.62 0.57 0.44
Spotted Pardalote 0.53 0.74 1.29
Striated Pardalote - - 0.49
Blue-breasted Fairy-wren 0.53 1.26 1.47
White-browed Scrubwren 0.89 0.91 0.71
Brown-headed Honeyeater 0.35 0.46 0.98
Dusky Woodswallow - 0.51 0.31
White-browed Babbler 0.89 0.91 1.64
White-winged Triller - 0.34 0.09
Golden Whistler - - 0.18
Grey Shrike-thrush 0.27 0.57 0.58
Grey Currawong 0.19 0.11 -
Willie Wagtail - - 0.36

We also recorded nine species of reptiles. From the 
pitfall traps we recorded the Spotted Military Dragon 
(Ctenophorus maculatus), Bight Wedge-snouted 
Ctenotus (Ctenotus euclae), Adelaide Snake-eyed Skink 
(Morethia adelaidensis) and the South-western Four-toed 
Slider (Lerista distinguenda). Opportunistic sightings 
included the Heath Monitor (Varanus rosenbergi), 
Common Thick-tailed Gecko (Underwoodisaurus millii), 
Common Scaly-foot (Pygopus lepidopodus), Marble-faced 
Delma (Delma australis) and an expertly caught (by Joe) 
South-western Crevice Skink (Egernia napoleonis) at 
Twilight Cove.

The beach trips also provided views of several stingrays, 
as well as four Bottlenose Dolphins swimming within 
metres of the shore on the way back from Twilight Cove.

To prove the Father Emu tradition from Stephen Davies 
continued, we took the students on an expedition to 
monitor the 39 Pygmy 
Possum nest boxes located 
around the observatory, 
many of which were made 
by previous caretakers and 
installed by Alan Pilkington. 
The course participants 
took this well in their stride, 
despite the scratchiness 
of the vegetation and the 
vagaries of some of Tegan’s 
directions, and together 
we located 28 of the 38 
Pygmy Possum nest boxes. 
in addition to numerous 
large huntsman spiders, 
we recorded a total of 19 
Pygmy Possums, including 
sub-adults and females with 
pouch young.

White-eared 
Honeyeater, Corrigin. 
Photo by Ian Wallace

BirdLife WA projects, ctd
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The	week	flew	past,	with	the	evenings	taken	up	with	
spotlighting adventures, competitive puzzling, bird-
themed games and a ripping sand (and lightning) storm 
on	the	final	evening.	Throughout	the	course,	we	were	
wonderfully well taken care of (and well nourished!) due 
to the culinary efforts and delightful hospitality of our 
caretakers and hosts, Narelle and Ron Leven.

The 2015 Field Techniques in Bird Studies course is 
scheduled for 22–28 November 2015. Please contact 
Tegan at tegan.douglas@postgrad.curtin.edu.au for 
details.
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Naming of birds
CACATuiDAE — COCKATOOS

The genus name Cacatua is thought to come from the 
Malay word kakatua which is probably onomatopoeic.

Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo – Calyptorhynchus banksii. 
The genus name comes from Greek kalupto meaning 
covered and rhunkos meaning bill. Thus covered bill. Part 
of the lower bill is covered with feathers. The species 
name is for Sir Joseph Banks who travelled with Captain 
Cook on the Endeavour. Thus ‘Banks’ covered bill’.

Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo – Calyptorhynchus 
latirostris. The species name means broad bill from 
Latin latus, broad, and rostrum, bill. Thus ‘broad-billed 
covered-bill’. This bird was described by ivan Carnaby 
who was a Western Australian farmer and keen naturalist. 
He described this species in the Western Australian 
Naturalist in 1948. Another name for this bird is Short-
billed Black-Cockatoo, which is a much more descriptive 
name.

Baudin’s Black-Cockatoo – Calyptorhynchus baudinii. 
Named after Nicolas Baudin hence ‘Baudin’s covered-bill’. 
Baudin led a successful expedition to Australia in two 
ships – the Geographe and the Naturaliste. He was the 
first	to	map	the	west	coast	of	Australia	and	in	due	course	
he sent home 2500 specimens. He was reputed to be a 
difficult	man	to	get	on	with.	Baudin	did	not	survive	this	
epic trip, dying of tuberculosis in Mauritius.

Major Mitchell’s Cockatoo – Lophochroa leadbeateri. 
Genus name from Greek lophus, crest and khroos, 
beautiful-coloured – hence ‘beautiful-coloured crest’. 
Named after Scot Sir Thomas Mitchell who came to 
Australia after serving with the British Army in Spain. 
He subsequently became the Surveyor-General. He 
led many expeditions into the interior and was very 
much taken with the beauty of this bird. Also known 
as Leadbeater’s Cockatoo. Benjamin Leadbeater was a 
London taxidermist who supplied the specimen on which 
the species description is based.

Galah – Eolophus roseicapillus. The species name is 
derived from Greek eos meaning the dawn, and lophus, 

tuft or crest. ‘Crest like the dawn’, for the delicate pink 
colour	shading	to	a	darker	pink	on	the	neck.	The	specific	
name comes from Latin roseus, rose-coloured, and 
capillus, hair. Hence ‘Rose-coloured hair dawn crest’! 
Which is another example of a tautological Latin bird 
name. The common name Galah is said to come from 
the Aboriginal word gilaa, used by the peoples of north-
western New South Wales.

Long-billed Corella – Cacatua tenuirostris. The genus 
name cacatua is thought to come from the Malay word 
kakatua	which	is	probably	onomatopoeic.	The	specific	
name comes from Latin tenuis, slender and rostrum, 
bill. Thus ‘slender-billed cockatoo’. The common name 
corella probably comes from an Aboriginal word of which 
several have been mentioned, for example garala, garila 
or caralla.

Western Corella – Cacatua pastinator. The species 
name comes from Latin pastinator which means one who 
prepares ground by digging. So one can call this bird ‘a 
farm worker cockatoo’! The name arose from the corella’s 
habit of ploughing and digging up the ground in search of 
roots and insects.

Little Corella – Cacatua sanguinea. Sanguinea comes 
from Latin meaning bloody or blood red, referring to the 
pinkish coloration between the eye and bill. The Long-
billed Corella has far more red on the head and chest and 
would be better suited to this name.

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo – Cacatua galerita. The 
Latin word galerita means wearing a hood or cap made of 
skin. This refers to the distinctive yellow crest. Also called 
Crested Cockatoo or Sulphur Crest.

Cockatiel – Nymphicus hollandicus. The word cockatiel 
has the same derivation as cockatoo, but with the 
diminutive. Nymphicus comes from Greek numphe, 
meaning bride-like. Hollandicus refers to the old name for 
Australia	–	New	Holland.	It	is	difficult,	though,	to	follow	
Wagler’s reasoning when calling this bird the ‘Australian 
bride-like bird’! Possibly the pale grey plumage reminded 
him of a bridal gown? Also referred to as Weero, probably 
from the Aboriginal language of the Pilbara – wiru.

Monticola
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FAiRY TERN BREEDiNG, NORTH 
MOLE

As many of you will know, the Fairy Tern (Sterna nereis) 
is known as a notoriously sensitive breeding bird. That is, 
they supposedly require beaches and sand-spits devoid 
of any human disturbance for successful breeding. This 
theory	is	confirmed	by	the	continual	battle	of	nature	
preservation and recreational activities that exists at 
Pelican Point on the Swan River, a place where Fairy 
Terns make breeding attempts each year, but their efforts 
are almost always thwarted by unknowing members of 
the public who jog, kite surf, stroll and walk their dog 
directly through the Fairy Tern scrapes. This results in the 
terns abandoning the spit as a nesting site.

The same cycle occurs at many other sites where similar 
threats present themselves. However recently the 
Fremantle Port Authority has proven that this does not 
have to be the case. When it was announced in the local 
paper that a designated Fairy Tern breeding area was 
created at North Mole, i treated the news with much 
scepticism. Surely the painting of a few wooden terns 
and the fencing off of a mound of sand, on a location that 
is wedged between a Caltex service station, a main road, 
a cycle path and a busy metropolitan beach could never 
entice this weary bird to nest. A great idea, sure, but 
unlikely to work, i thought.

But, i was of course very, very wrong.

After i recently drove out to the North Mole i was 
surprised at the number of Fairy Terns whizzing around, 
diving	for	baitfish.	Why	were	there	so	many	of	these	
otherwise scarce birds here? Well, the answer soon 
presented itself. The Fairy Tern Sanctuary at the base 
of North Mole was a roaring success. Fairy Terns nested 
en masse, and by the time i arrived in early January, 
the area was covered with tern chicks begging for food. 
Their	distinctive	cries	filled	the	air,	as	the	now	almost	
full grown chicks were parading around the sanctuary 
begging	the	parents	for	fish.	

The successful creation of nesting space for the terns by 
the Fremantle Port Authority can be highly commended, 
and their redevelopment of the North Mole/Rous head 
foreshore should be seen as an example for many other 
councils and management bodies.

This project not only proves that conservation does not 
have to be overly complex, or costly, it also highlights 
that innovative ideas should never be dismissed too 
early.

Nature can kick back in places 
where we least expect it.

Corné van der Linden

FREMANTLE PORT NESTiNG 
SANCTuARY ASSiSTS WiTH 
FAiRY TERN CONSERvATiON

A breeding sanctuary created by Fremantle 
Ports to give a helping hand to Fairy Terns has 
proved highly attractive to these vulnerable 
little birds. An estimated 70 pairs began 
arriving at the fenced site at Rous Head in late November 
2014. With attentive and protective parenting to help 
them	along,	many	of	the	chicks	are	already	fully	fledged	
and beginning to feed themselves. Others are still 
dependent on parental care and feeding.

Fremantle Ports is monitoring the colony’s progress and 
recording the information to assist with recovery planning 
for the species. in advance of the breeding season, 
Fremantle Ports set aside about 3400 square metres at 
the northern end of Rous Head to create the Fairy Tern 
nesting sanctuary.

The site is away from port activity, positioned with open 
views to the ocean and covered with a shelly sand layer, 
providing the conditions favoured by Fairy Terns to make 
their scrape (nest). The aim has been to establish a 
viable habitat for these birds that can be managed and 
sustained into the future. To help achieve this outcome, 
Fremantle Ports has separately consulted on various 
aspects of the project with the Australian Department 
of the Environment, the WA Department of Parks 
and Wildlife, WA Museum, BirdLife Australia and local 
community stakeholders.

To further encourage the Fairy Terns to nest on the 
site, Fremantle Ports commissioned the production of 
some realistic scale models of the birds. These were 
made	at	O’Connor	by	a	local	moulding	firm,	painted	
at the Fremantle Men’s Shed and positioned within 
the	sanctuary.	Short	sections	of	pipe	have	been	fixed	
securely within the sanctuary as shade structures for the 
chicks.

Contact: Ainslie de vos, Fremantle Ports (08) 9430 3380 
or 0419 908 640

Members’ contributions

Fairy Tern chick at Rous 
Head Sanctuary. Photo by 
Corné van der Linden

Fairy Tern breeding site at Rous Head Sanctuary. 
Photo by Corné van der Linden
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NEW BREEDiNG RECORD AT LAKE 
CLAREMONT

in recent days, a couple of people have reported seeing 
juvenile Spotless Crakes at our lake. This morning, i 
sat quietly for over an hour and managed a few shots 
(see p2). These birds are shy and very fast; just as well 
because the Australian Ravens were keenly interested in 
the young!

These photos are quite heavily cropped, so not as clear 
as i would like. if you look closely, you can see that the 
adults are carrying food for their young (two sighted).

Taken with my Canon 60D, 100-400mm lens.

David Free

LiTTLE CROW iN THE SOuTH-WEST

Serventy and Whittell (1976) state the distribution of 
Little Crow to be “seasonally visiting the South-West” (p. 
458) and reports them from Harvey, Claremont, Coolup 
and Boyup Brook (p. 459).

Slater (1989 revised ed) has 
a distribution map for Little 
Crow covering the whole of the 
SW, but also stating “Common 
nomad in most habitats in 
drier areas west of the Divide. 
Characteristic of arid zone.” (p. 
334).

Pizzey (2012, revised ed) has 
a distribution map for Little 
Crow covering the whole of 
the SW. it is stated “Tame, in 
inland/w. coastal towns, where 
it scavenges in streets…in WA, 
widespread s. from Pilbara 
region…avoiding heavy forests/
driest deserts… Common…
in s. WA moves s. in spring-summer into Darling Ras./
wheatbelt…” (p. 430).

Morcombe (2012 revised ed) has a distribution map for 
Little Crow covering the whole of the SW, but adds “open 
country, usually mulga, mallee, spinifex, arid and semi-
arid regions. Status: abundant.”

it would be reasonable to conclude from the above 
that Little Crow is to be observed (sporadically at 
least) throughout the SW. Recently the Atlasser for the 
SW queried some Little Crow sightings and added the 
following:

“i thought you might be interested in the following recent 
extract by the WA ornithologist, Martin Cake.

 … “Little Crows in Perth 
‘Little Crows’ are rather frequently recorded by birders 
visiting Perth, leaving locals bewildered as to how we 
could be so unlucky as to virtually never see them? Or 

perhaps more likely, this is a forgivable mix-up over our 
distinct western subspecies of Australian Raven (Corvus 
coronoides perplexus), with its almost Little Raven-like 
smaller	size,	finer	bill,	shorter	throat	hackles,	and	more	
clipped nasal call compared to the eastern nominate. 
Further confusion may lie in that immature Australian 
Ravens have an even smaller bill and less obvious throat 
hackles. [Note: Authors of a recent corvid genetic study 
… concluded the ‘Western Raven’ is distinct enough 
genetically to warrant splitting as a full species.

Genuine Little Crows are now almost never seen in Perth 
or further south. Despite a series of summer invasions 
to north-eastern Perth documented by ian Rowley 
throughout the 1970s, there has been only a handful of 
validated sightings since — a change possibly related 
to closure of the Midland abattoir. Little Crows do not 
become at all likely until deep into the wheatbelt (around 
Wongan Hills is the perhaps the closest to Perth), and 
don’t become common until beyond the eucalypt-mulga 
transition.” …

i would like to suggest that it could be helpful for WA 
birders if Western Australian Bird Notes were to publish 
an ‘authoritative’ statement respecting the status/
likelihood of encountering of Little Crow in Perth and SW 
and about the apparent lumper/splitter controversy.

i am unclear and suspect that others will be also.

Bruce Buchanan

Editors’ note: Bruce has 
highlighted the noticeable 
variation in distribution maps 
between	field	guides,	giving	
us a reminder that these are 
a guide only. it is clear that 
maps for the Little Crow that 
show distribution throughout 
the south-west are somewhat 
optimistic, presumably 
being based on incorrect 
identifications,	mostly	from	
visiting birders. The extract 
from notes by Martin Cake and 
John Graff is an update on the 
conclusions reached by ian 

Rowley (Rowley 2002) and, as best we know, is an accurate 
description of the current situation. Any report of Little Crow 
south-west of about Wongan Hills should be treated with 
caution, and only accepted if supported by good evidence. 

With respect to the ‘Western Raven’, a recent genetic study 
(Jønsson et al. 2012),	the	first	covering	all	the	Corvus 
species in the world, suggested that the western birds might 
be separable at species level. it remains for someone to tie 
this together with morphological and other information, and 
formally propose a change to the taxonomy.
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Female Blue-billed Duck and ducklings, Lake 
Claremont. Photo by Ian Wallace
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WHiMBREL iN SOuTH-WESTERN 
AuSTRALiA AND CARNARvON

The Whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus) is a medium-sized 
shorebird with a distinctive downward curved bill.

in Western Australia, Whimbrels are most numerous 
around Roebuck Bay and their numbers reduce 
progressively travelling south. Once past Shark Bay, 
Whimbrels become scarce and i estimate that only 30-40 
migrate to the lower south-west of Western Australia.

Carnarvon

Around Carnarvon, the preferred habitat for the 
Whimbrel	is	mangrove	mudflats	where	they	like	feeding	
on small crabs.

Carnarvon coast surveys have been conducted by Les 
George from 2006 to 2013, from Miaboolya Beach (north 
of Carnarvon) to Long Point (south of Carnarvon). This 
stretch	of	coastline	is	rich	in	mangroves	and	mudflats	
and covers about 85 km. The results of his surveys are 
shown in Figure 1.

The Whimbrel population around Carnarvon remains 
steady during their northern breeding season (May to 
July)	at	between	five	to	30	birds.	At	the	end	of	July	
numbers start increasing, building up through August 
and	peaking	over	September	and	the	first	half	of	October.	
The maximum count of 115 Whimbrels was made in 
September 2008. Numbers then decrease towards 
the end of October and peak again in February when 
Whimbrels are out-bound. They probably disperse along 
the coastline in the period in between. The maximum 
count on northward migration was 145 in February 2012.

Coastal distribution of the Whimbrel from Perth to 
Eyre

The distribution of the Whimbrel in south-west Western 
Australia is linked primarily to tidal estuaries and to a 
lesser extent to reefs and coastal beaches. in the south-
west, Whimbrels are usually seen as solitary birds and 
rarely	in	groups	bigger	than	five.

Perth and Rottnest

Around the metropolitan area most Whimbrel sightings 
are of solitary birds.

There is one sighting from the Leeman/Cervantes region 
of two Whimbrels made in 2002 during the shorebird 
survey. Reports come from Rottnest island and Alfred 
Cove with sporadic sightings from Garden island, 
Woodman Point, Point Peron and Penguin island. The 
highest	count	of	five	birds	comes	from	Rottnest	Island	in	
2005. Winter sightings are very rare in the metropolitan 
area.

The Whimbrel is considered a regular visitor to Rottnest 
island. They are present in small numbers and may be 
seen throughout the year frequenting the exposed reefs, 
usually foraging alone, but they will occasionally visit 
the salt lakes. Nearly 90% of sightings have been made 
on the western half of Rottnest island (Saunders and de 
Rebeira 1993). Surveys conducted over the past 15 years 
show that Whimbrel numbers on Rottnest island have not 
exceeded four birds.

Whimbrels are uncommon but occasionally can be seen 
singly or in pairs around Cape Peron and the Rockingham 
offshore islands (WAN 1988), though these days they are 
a lot less common.

Figure 1. Whimbrel counts from 2005 to 2013 along Carnarvon coastline.
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Mandurah

The Peel inlet is the south-western stronghold for the 
Whimbrel. They are seen here throughout the year, in 
particular at Samphire Cove and Mandurah Quay island. 
Winter	observations	were	confirmed	in	1997,	2007,	2008	
and 2009 with a maximum count of four birds. The winter 
months were taken as June and July. Sightings come 
from the known wader sites in the northern Peel inlet 
such as Soldiers Cove, Samphire Cove, Creery wetlands, 
Coodanup foreshore, Boundary island, Nairns and the 
Mandurah sea wall.

Past records for the Peel inlet show that there were 
regular sighting of Whimbrels in excess of ten birds with 
a maximum up to 17 birds in 1993. As far as i know, 
there have not been any sightings made exceeding nine 
Whimbrels over the past ten years.

in Yalgorup National Park, Whimbrels have been reported 
at Martins Tank (December 1999, 2002) and at Lake 
Preston (June 2003). At Lake McLarty, the maximum 
number of Whimbrels sighted is two and records come 
from the months February, June and September.

Sightings from Leschenault Estuary are scarce. 
Observations of solitary Whimbrels come from the Mouth 
of Preston River and Australind boat ramp with one 
record from Busselton inlet.

Cape Naturaliste to Cape Leeuwin

Whimbrels show up on the beaches between Cape 
Naturaliste and Cape Leeuwin generally as solitary 
birds but up to four have been reported. Sightings have 
been made at various locations over the years such as 
at Moses Rock, Yallingup Beach (4 in 1988), Gull Rock, 
Smith’s Beach, Cape Naturaliste, Cape Leeuwin and 
Skippy Rock (3 in 2003).

There is a single sighting from the beaches between 
Dunsborough and Cape Naturaliste.

Walpole to Albany

No sightings are recorded for Wilsons inlet and there is 
one sighting from Nornalup inlet (1987).

Albany to Hopetoun

Tom Carter reported that in 1903-1913 Whimbrels 
were	fairly	common	on	the	shallow	flats	about	Albany	

Harbour and also in the large expanse of shallow tidal 
water in Oyster Harbour, a little further west (Carter 
1923). They have been recorded from Oyster Harbour, 
Princess Royal Harbour, Lower King estuary and Kalgan 
River	estuary.	Numbers	fluctuate	from	year	to	year	at	
the	Albany	harbours	area	with	a	maximum	of	up	to	five	
birds recorded. Recent sightings from Albany are of three 
Whimbrels in 2013 and 2014.

Sightings east of Albany and winter observations are very 
rare.

Esperance and surrounds

A check of records from wader surveys conducted around 
Esperance over the past 15 years did not produce any 
recorded sightings of Whimbrels. There is one sighting 
from Lake Warden which was made during the 1981-
1985 waterbird survey.

Eyre

At Eyre, the Whimbrel is considered an uncommon 
migrant seen in ones and twos on Kanidal Beach, Wader 
Beach, Twilight Cove and on inshore reefs between 
September and December (A. and P. de Rebeira, 
unpublished checklist of the birds of Eyre). Few sightings 
have been made in recent years; the most recent was in 
November 2012.
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Marcus Singor

Whimbrel. Photo by Laurie Boyle

Carnamah, Inering Hills
3.5 hours drive north of Perth

Purpose built modern one bedroom self contained studio/cottage 
on working farm with fine views over the granite rocks. Wheatbelt 
and transitional woodland birds. Linen  supplied. Guided visit to 
key sites included.

2 nights, 2-3 people $275.00.
Other options for accommodation may be available. Please ask.
For more details + photos, contact Paulina Wittwer:

Email: paulina.wittwer@outlook.com 
or 0428 674 074. Farm: 9951 1225. 

www.facebook.com/wittwerfarmbirdwatchersaccommodation
Members of BirdLife WA and Land for Wildlife.

Your well behaved dog is welcome.
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THE BiRDS OF 
BLACK CREEK RESERvE

i have been conducting weekly bird surveys of an area 
known to the local Landcare volunteers as Black Creek 
Reserve for the last 12 years. Black Creek Reserve 
is in East Cannington and bounded by 
Welshpool Road, Station Street, Luyer Avenue 
and Gibbs Street. Remnant banksia/Marri 
bushland covers approximately half of this 
area, or 7 hectares. A further 2 hectares is 
a	man-modified	watercourse.	My	surveys	
encompass an area approximately 200 metres 
by 200 metres taking in half remnant 
bushland and half watercourse.

The watercourse was originally a creek called 
Black Creek running from near Perth Airport 
to the Canning River via Woodlupine and 
Yule Brooks. it was turned into a drain many 
decades ago and the section running through 
the	reserve	was	modified	into	a	more	natural	
form in the summer of 2000/01. The main 
lake was designed to have the length needed 
for large waterbirds to land and take off, 
plus various depths to suit different feeding 
strategies.

As the vegetation around the watercourse has matured 
there have been changes in the species using the area. 
Larger waterbirds, like Australian Pelican and Black Swan, 
stopped using the lake as surrounding vegetation 
encroached and reduced the open water area. However, 
the Buff-banded Rail preferred the overgrown conditions.

For	the	lake	to	fulfil	its	original	function,	vegetation	has	
been cleared from the edges at various times. This has 
suited some birds very nicely. Black-winged Stilt bred 
around the lake in the beginning, stopped coming when 
the edges became overgrown and returned to breed 

again when the edges were cleared. Black Swan has also 
returned, though not as frequently as in the beginning.

There have been 97 species recorded in my surveys, but 
there are three other birds in the reserve that refuse 
to be around during survey time. These birds are the 
Square-tailed Kite, Southern Boobook and Splendid Fairy-
wren. Then there are the ones that appear uncommon 

in the records but are actually far more 
abundant.

My surveys are typically 30–45 minutes long 
and take place during the early morning. 
This skews the results in favour of those 
birds that are active at this time of day. Many 
insectivorous birds and raptors are more 
common than the records suggest, simply 
because they are not as active at the time of 
day that i conduct the surveys. Also, the short 
duration of my surveys reduces the likelihood 
of making a sighting of some species.

Many of the species recorded are known to 
breed in the area. The Yellow-rumped Thornbill 
nests are obvious and the birds have been 
seen to raise both their own young and 
those of Shining Bronze-cuckoo (though not 
in the same brood). Willie Wagtails can be 
aggressive if you wander too close to their 
nests and i have been startled more than once 

by	a	Pacific	Black	Duck	as	it	flees	its	nest	hidden	under	a	
bush.

Black Creek Reserve forms part of the larger 
Queens Park Regional Open Space, through which is held 
a BirdLife excursion in spring. There have been three 
BirdLife excursions held through the area and sightings of 
47, 50 and 43 species have been made. Look out for the 
next excursion and help me add a new species to the list.

Sian Mawson

Members’ contributions, ctd

Year 
No. of surveys

2003 
50

2004 
49

2005 
51

2006 
53

2007 
50

2008 
51

2009 
48

2010 
52

2011 
53

2012 
52

2013 
52

2014 
52

Musk Duck 26 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Black Swan 30 41 23 11 10 2 0 4 7 2 11 4

Australian Shelduck 64 45 27 51 24 27 19 11 21 48 38 61

Australian Wood 
Duck

38 18 25 23 4 8 2 2 2 6 13 8

Pink-eared Duck 2 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 13

Australasian 
Shoveler

42 33 33 4 28 6 10 2 4 10 10 11

Grey Teal 66 75 65 66 38 49 14 36 47 69 75 98

Pacific	Black	Duck 92 100 96 98 98 84 89 90 85 98 83 98

Hardhead 46 59 41 15 8 0 6 2 13 2 29 4

Blue-billed Duck 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Mallard 24 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0

Australasian Grebe 100 98 43 9 26 10 12 50 51 92 38 21

Hoary-headed 
Grebe

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2

Rock Dove 4 10 6 6 2 8 0 6 4 6 0 2

Laughing Dove 34 55 35 58 46 70 46 46 72 61 56 38

Table 1. Percentage of surveys in which each species was recorded at Black Creek Reserve in each year, 2003-2014.

Great Egret, Black 
Creek Reserve 
(see also pp2 and 
22). Photo by Sian 
Mawson
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Members’ contributions, ctd
Year 
No. of surveys

2003 
50

2004 
49

2005 
51

2006 
53

2007 
50

2008 
51

2009 
48

2010 
52

2011 
53

2012 
52

2013 
52

2014 
52

Spotted Dove 64 73 74 64 54 63 52 61 62 69 60 75

Common 
Bronzewing

0 0 18 0 12 35 21 2 11 2 0 0

Australasian Darter 0 0 4 0 8 0 0 0 0 0 2 0

Little Pied 
Cormorant

20 10 27 24 16 10 4 4 9 6 2 2

Great Cormorant 0 2 0 0 4 2 0 4 0 2 0 2

Little Black 
Cormorant

18 37 31 36 28 10 2 0 7 6 8 17

Australian Pelican 14 2 8 7 8 0 2 0 0 0 2 0

White-necked 
Heron

0 0 0 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 4 0

Eastern Great Egret 26 18 14 13 22 4 2 6 2 6 6 8

White-faced Heron 14 16 20 13 6 6 4 11 13 4 0 29

Nankeen Night-
Heron

2 2 8 13 4 2 6 8 2 2 4 0

Australian White 
ibis

28 6 23 32 20 27 27 36 41 50 46 42

Straw-necked ibis 4 0 2 0 6 4 10 2 2 0 4 2

Yellow-billed 
Spoonbill

28 24 10 9 10 4 2 8 2 4 0 8

Black-shouldered 
Kite

2 4 0 2 4 4 4 0 0 0 0 2

Brown Goshawk 4 2 2 0 8 6 8 15 9 2 6 6

Collared 
Sparrowhawk

0 0 2 4 0 2 0 0 0 0 2 0

Swamp Harrier 0 2 0 2 4 2 2 6 4 0 0 2

Little Eagle 2 2 0 4 4 6 6 0 2 0 6 2

Nankeen Kestrel 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0

Australian Hobby 2 0 0 2 2 0 2 4 0 6 4 0

Peregrine Falcon 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Purple Swamphen 0 51 98 79 90 51 29 56 49 27 35 46

Buff-banded Rail 0 0 0 4 0 0 4 0 9 6 4 11

Spotless Crake 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 2

Dusky Moorhen 38 43 68 90 90 86 69 79 83 94 46 67

Eurasian Coot 98 100 100 98 100 98 67 98 66 96 65 94

Black-winged Stilt 62 35 6 0 4 0 0 0 0 2 19 44

Black-fronted 
Dotterel

74 39 2 2 0 0 2 0 0 2 25 50

Red-kneed Dotterel 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Red-tailed Black 
Cockatoo

0 0 0 2 18 10 14 31 24 52 21 35

Carnaby's Black-
Cockatoo

4 6 6 2 2 6 10 10 6 0 4 6

Galah 14 30 41 17 14 29 35 52 49 69 67 48

Corella sp 6 0 0 2 2 0 2 2 2 4 6 0

Rainbow Lorikeet 40 30 37 55 48 49 64 77 72 81 79 75

Purple-crowned 
Lorikeet

0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 0 0 0 0

Crimson Rosella 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 10 10 0

Australian Ringneck 44 45 55 34 26 47 42 42 53 52 46 35

Red-capped Parrot 6 14 21 11 26 43 27 35 47 48 38 29

indian Ring-necked 
Parakeet

0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0

Horsfield’s	Bronze-
Cuckoo

0 0 0 2 2 0 2 2 0 2 0 0

Shining Bronze-
Cuckoo

0 2 0 0 2 0 6 4 6 2 4 2

Pallid Cuckoo 4 6 2 2 4 2 2 0 9 10 0 0

Fan-tailed Cuckoo 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2

Laughing 
Kookaburra

6 0 2 11 12 12 6 4 24 17 10 4
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Members’ contributions, ctd
Year 
No. of surveys

2003 
50

2004 
49

2005 
51

2006 
53

2007 
50

2008 
51

2009 
48

2010 
52

2011 
53

2012 
52

2013 
52

2014 
52

Sacred	Kingfisher 14 8 16 11 4 10 25 25 30 19 19 10

Rainbow Bee-eater 20 33 29 36 22 23 10 10 17 6 25 17

White-browed 
Scrubwren

0 0 0 0 2 18 0 0 6 0 4 2

Weebill 2 0 0 0 4 0 0 2 6 0 4 4

Western Gerygone 44 37 25 43 56 27 46 50 43 58 58 75

Yellow-rumped 
Thornbill

36 31 37 72 62 18 56 61 24 48 61 67

inland Thornbill 0 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Spotted Pardalote 0 0 0 0 2 0 2 0 4 0 15 0

Striated Pardalote 46 41 37 55 18 69 52 81 57 85 65 81

Western Spinebill 4 0 2 13 20 14 6 2 32 0 0 2

Singing Honeyeater 88 94 84 92 76 96 98 98 98 94 90 90

Western Wattlebird 4 4 2 7 2 0 6 11 4 4 8 10

Red Wattlebird 24 18 23 32 10 16 39 35 41 38 27 29

Tawny-crowned 
Honeyeater

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0

Brown Honeyeater 94 94 98 100 88 100 96 96 87 98 88 96

New Holland 
Honeyeater

0 0 0 9 2 0 0 11 75 85 75 96

White-cheeked 
honeyeater

6 12 70 70 72 72 75 67 53 23 0 2

Western White-
naped Honeyeater

2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

varied Sittella 0 0 4 6 0 0 0 4 0 2 4 0

Black-faced 
Cuckoo-shrike

28 55 53 47 42 51 64 61 47 52 33 46

White-winged 
Triller

4 0 0 0 16 23 4 2 9 6 8 2

Rufous Whistler 84 94 86 94 90 90 85 94 89 75 77 85

Grey Butcherbird 22 8 12 6 10 20 33 42 34 21 10 0

Australian Magpie 36 24 33 17 16 8 17 10 24 17 10 8

Grey Fantail 32 31 4 24 44 16 37 36 34 19 11 15

Willie Wagtail 86 65 61 70 62 78 83 79 90 79 81 77

Australian Raven 50 41 47 49 34 51 31 50 49 33 36 50

Australian Magpie-
lark

66 41 43 30 26 31 25 50 49 50 33 36

Scarlet Robin 0 4 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Red-capped Robin 0 0 20 0 12 20 0 13 0 15 4 0

Australian Reed-
warbler

0 57 25 36 78 41 39 46 60 86 65 56

Little Grassbird 0 0 0 4 2 0 2 11 32 23 27 0

Brown Songlark 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Silvereye 66 71 72 87 84 65 81 79 81 90 85 90

Welcome Swallow 64 59 39 19 26 4 29 13 26 17 15 13

Tree Martin 76 75 72 58 60 39 52 52 49 46 46 58

Mistletoebird 26 20 33 13 20 21 27 36 26 27 21 27

ANNuAL iNFLux OF REGENT 
PARROTS TO DALYELLuP
The	annual	influx	of	flocks	of	Regent	Parrots	
to my locality is just about over, but they 
have kept me busy for the last few weeks, 
seeking out their chosen feeding spot each 
day.	It	has	been	difficult	to	get	close	enough	
for photos, as i have to stick to the paths. 
Did manage this one as it fed on Acacia 
seeds (see photo, p48).

Mavis Norgard Silver Gull, Manning Lake. Photo by Sandra Wallace
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ERADiCATiON OF iNTRODuCED 
RAiNBOW LORiKEETS Trichoglossus 
haematodus FROM ROTTNEST 
iSLAND

Rainbow Lorikeets have become established in the Perth 
metropolitan	area	through	aviary	escapees.	The	first	
record	of	free	flying	Rainbow	Lorikeets	in	the	south-
west of Western Australia was made in the 1960s when 
six or seven birds escaped on Rottnest island (Lamont 
and Burbidge 1996); however, it is not believed these 
birds persisted on Rottnest. it is unclear exactly when 
Rainbow Lorikeets established themselves on the Western 
Australian A class nature reserve, Rottnest island, but 
they had not been recorded on the island up to 1993 
(Saunders and de Rebeira 1993). There is an incidental 
observation in the Atlas of Living Australia from May 
2002, and one from the BirdLife Atlas in March 2006. 
Lorikeets had still not been recorded on three surveys 
conducted by Birds Australia, now BirdLife Australia, in 
2005 and 2006 but were recorded on three consecutive 
trips to the island in 2007 (Saunders and de Rebeira 
2009), and small numbers were seen in BirdLife surveys 
in 2007, 2008 and 2011 (Mather 2009, 2011). There 
are another 12 Atlas records from the period 2008-
2013. Juvenile birds were observed being fed by adults 
on several occasions in the settlement area in 2012 and 
2013 (R. Priemus, Rottnest island Ranger, pers. comm.).

From 2007, we have regularly seen lorikeets around 
the settlement area and have observed them sharing 
watering points with the island’s only native parrot, the 
Rock Parrot Neophema petrophila.

in 2012, a program was implemented to remove lorikeets 
from Rottnest and in October 2013 the last individual was 
killed.	A	total	of	eight	birds	including	at	least	one	first	
year bird were removed from the island and their bodies 
donated to the Western Australian Museum. Control 
was completed using a variety of methods including 
mistnetting and trapping with the use of call playback. 
The work was carried out by the Bold Park Bird Banding 
Group with the support of Rottnest island Ranger, Ron 
Priemus.

A brief sighting of a single Rainbow Lorikeet was reported 
in March 2014 but this bird was not detected again. it 
was	probably	a	non-resident	that	flew	across	to	the	island	
from	the	mainland	and	either	flew	off	the	island	or	died	
there. This is an example of how Rainbow Lorikeets could 
eventually re-colonise Rottnest island again in the future, 
and provides us with a way to help assess the invasive 
potential of Rainbow Lorikeets.

Since the last bird was removed in October 2013, we 
have carried out 11 searches with the Bold Park Bird 
Banding Group, BirdLife Australia has conducted an 
island wide bird survey and rangers on the island have 
been monitoring favoured feeding sites for any sign of 
lorikeets. As of 30 November 2014 no lorikeets have been 
detected on Rottnest island by any of these groups and 
the species is considered eradicated on the island.

visitors to Rottnest are encouraged to report any 
sightings of Rainbow Lorikeets to the Rottnest island 
Authority staff or to BirdLife WA.
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Mark Blythman and James Sansom

THE vASSE RivER DELTA BiRD HiDE 
iN BuSSELTON

I’ve	spent	many	fun-filled	hours	in	bird	hides	watching	
birds and chatting to other birdwatchers at a number 
of sites in Australia and other parts of the world. in 
Busselton, we are really lucky to have two bird hides 
and most birders will be familiar with the Malbup hide 
opposite Wonnerup House.

in 2013, the vasse River Delta bird hide was erected 
at Pioneer Cove in Busselton. it has become one of my 
favourite places to visit where there is always something 
interesting to watch on the water and in the surrounding 
vegetation.

i quite often take the short walk from Rotary Park (next 
to the old railway station off Causeway Road), cross the 
river via the small footbridge and walk along Peel Terrace 
to a small pathway (immediately beyond the Pioneer 
Museum) winding a short distance behind houses to the 
hide overlooking a section of the river with fringing reeds 
(and muddy edges in summer), trees and shrubs, grassy 
areas, gardens and, of course, the vasse Estuary beyond.

There are views of the reed beds from nearby Carey 
Street and Ford Road and i sometimes park at the end 
of Carey Street (next to the holiday village) and walk the 
short distance to the hide from the opposite direction.

i have recorded 70 species in the vicinity of the hide but 
I	expect	to	find	even	more	species	over	time.	I	am	sure	
the birds have always been there but we are now able to 



Page 26 Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 153 March 2015

Members’ contributions, ctd
view them in comfort. i have on occasion come across a 
Tiger Snake on my walks, but they quickly vanish when 
disturbed.

Some of the bird species seen include White-bellied 
Sea-Eagle, Wedge-tailed Eagle, Eastern Osprey, Swamp 
Harrier, Whistling Kite and Black-shouldered Kite. Other 
species to expect are Buff-banded Rail, Spotless and 
Australian Spotted Crakes, Little Grassbird and Australian 
Reed-Warbler. There is the opportunity to get good views 
of Pink-eared, Blue-billed and Musk Ducks, Australasian 
Shoveler and on some visits Freckled Duck and Chestnut 
Teal. Nankeen Night-Herons, egrets, spoonbills and 
cormorants add to the mix and bushbirds are in 
abundance.

This is a fabulous area at any time of year for 
birdwatchers to enjoy right in the centre of Busselton and 
congratulations to the relevant authorities for putting it 
there.

Christine Wilder

KEEPiNG A COOL NEST

Sometimes birds build nests in hot places such as under 
a veranda tin roof or poly-carb sheeting panels where 
radiant heat becomes suffocating. i suspect the site is 
chosen in cool weather earlier in the season.

Our Willie Wagtails nested several years ago directly 
under the back veranda roof and, anticipating oven-like 
conditions, i retrieved several outdoor pool cushions from 
a neighbour’s verge collection and placed these on the 
roof over the nest, weighed down with bricks to avoid 
wind movement. This served as good insulation, and the 
birds successfully raised their brood. The event gave me 
lots of opportunity to study, and several paintings.

i was reminded of this in last weekend’s heat when 
a neighbour, Hannah, came to ask for suggestions 
concerning a Willie Wagtail’s nest in a similar situation. 
The nestlings became heat-stressed and in desperation 
had deserted the nest, and to the consternation of parent 
birds	became	separated,	whilst	not	quite	ready	to	fledge.

People may like to keep this cushion story in mind. it 
worked well!

Sue Kalab
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Crossword No. 22
CLuESby Pam Agar

Across
1.	 Small	finch-like	bird.
4.	 Common	kingfisher	of	most	of	Australia.
7.	 Range	of	species	over	an	area.
9.	 Small	water	source.
10.	 Of	various	shapes	depending	on	food	eaten.
12.	 Living	quarters	of	shearwaters.
13.	 Graceful	seabird	which	plunges	for	food.
14.	 Coastal	feature.
16.	 Brown	nondescript	thornbill.
17.	 To	take	observations	regularly.
18.	 Colour	of	Pied	Oystercatcher’s	legs.
21.	 May	be	useful	to	attach	a	message.
22.	 Back	of	neck.
26.	 A	dove	needs	to	move	fast	to	…	a	Hobby.
27.	 Duck	with	low	silhouette	and	massive	bill.
28.	 Kind	of	information	essential	for	unusual	records.
29.	 This	part	of	a	river	may	be	saline.

Down
2.	 Possible	to	be	heard.
3.	 Useful	insect	controller	of	pastures. 
4.	 To	be	inactive	for	long	periods	while	breeding.
5.	 Necessary	between	parents.	
6.	 Shire	of	south-eastern	WA.
8.	 Problem	of	WA	wheatbelt.
11.	 Certain	quails	may	be	small	and	round,	but	not	as	small	

as	this.
14.	 Not	the	usual	sound	made	by	birds.
15.	 Circuit,	as	in	a	bird	walk.
16.	 Caretakers	of	observatories.
17.	 January	-	a	quiet	one	for	birding	in	WA.
19.	 This	Mallard	has	a	dark	green	neck.
20.	 To	observe.
23.	 To	permit.
24.	 Easy	to	make	when	completing	record	cards.
25.	 Basic	egg	shape.
27.	 Bag-like	membrane.

See page 45 for Answers

Quality of digital photographs
IMPORTANT —PLEASE READ!

When submitting photos for use in WABN, please send a high quality image, eg, 300 dpi, with a file size of 
at least 500 kb.

It is suggested  that the settings on your digital camera be changed to the maximum resolution (setting).

Another area that could cause a problem is that some e-mail programs automatically reduce the file size so 
these settings could be adjusted to maintain the original file size.When e-mailing images please attach them to an 
e-mail and not embedded in a Word document or in the e-mail itself.
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Notices

BUSHFIRE EMERGENCIES 
AND PEREGRINE HOUSE

During	the	bushfire	season,	visitors	to	the	BirdLife	WA	
office	at	Peregrine	House	should	be	aware	that	at	times	
the	office	could	be	closed	as	a	result	of	the	fire	danger	
rating set by the Department of Fire and Emergency 
Services (DFES): 

VERY HIGH – Bold Park remains open as well as the 
Eco Centre precinct (this includes the BirdLife WA 
office).

SEVERE – Bold Park will be closed but the Eco Centre 
precinct can stay open.

EXTREME – both Bold Park and the Eco Centre precinct 
will be closed.

CATASTROPHIC - both Bold Park and the Eco Centre 
precinct will be closed.

Procedures	are	in	place	for	the	Office	Manager	to	be	
contacted by Eco Centre staff at any time in the event 
that	the	BirdLife	office	needs	to	close	and	everyone	
leave.	If	this	advice	is	after	hours	then	the	Office	
Manager will attempt to contact all volunteers, staff 
and visitors who are expected to be in the building. To 
facilitate this, all bookings of the meeting room now 
need to include contact details. Hopefully, we won’t 
need to enact this plan this summer but we need to be 
prepared.

Annette Park, Office Manager

2015 GREAT COCKY COUNT
We are excited to announce the 
seventh annual Great Cocky Count is 
happening Sunday 12 April 2015!
The Great Cocky Count is an annual citizen 
science survey that aims to count as many 
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos as possible across 
WA on a single night. Getting involved is easy 
— as a volunteer you simply go to the roost 
location we allocate to you and count all the 
cockatoos flying into their night-time roosting 
trees. The survey only takes an hour, starting 
30 minutes before sunset. This year, the 
Count will be held at sunset on Sunday 12 
April 2015.

Registrations are now open.

To register as a volunteer, go to the Great 
Cocky Count website and fill in the new 
online registration form (look for the drop-
down menu) or downloadable version. Please 
be aware registrations close two weeks before 
the count (Sunday 29 March) so it’s best to 
register as soon as possible!

Community Information Sessions

Each year, BirdLife runs a number of 
community information sessions in the 
Perth region and some locations across the 
south-west. These workshops provide an 
opportunity to come along and learn about 
black-cockatoos, their conservation, and 
see demonstrations on how to identify and 
count cockatoos in the wild. Once you’ve 
registered for the 2015 Great Cocky Count, 
keep a lookout for a future email notifying of 
a workshop near you.

More volunteers needed!!

We are always looking for more volunteers so 
please pass this email on to anyone you think 
might be interested in participating in the 
Great Cocky Count.

Do you have a black cockatoo roost site 
near you?

BirdLife are trying to locate more roost sites 
across WA, so please contact us at carnabys@
birdlife.org.au and let us know if there’s a 
black-cockatoo roost site near you.

Great Western Woodlands (GWW) 
surveys

Maris Lauva, volunteer Survey Coordinator 
(on the Great Western Woodlands (GWW) 

Committee), will be coordinating the GWW bird 
surveys this year in 2015.

During 2015, there will be two main survey 
times, autumn and spring. The objective is to 
survey most if not all of the nine survey areas 
in autumn and spring 2015. For the autumn 
surveys, Maris Lauva will be assisted by 
volunteers Libby McGill and Nola Kunnen, with 
support from Shapelle McNee.

To register your interest in the GWW bird 
surveys this year contact Maris Lauva via 

email: gww@birdlife.org.au 
or phone: 0403 029 051
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Autumn surveys in the Great Western Woodlands
Saturday 4 April to Friday 10 April (includes Easter long weekend 

 OR Friday 24 April to Thursday 30 April (includes Anzac long weekend) — dates flexible

Notices, ctd

Autumn 2015 will be a great time to visit the 
Great Western Woodlands (GWW). We will be 
looking to find where the birds are, following 
the unusual rainfall pattern in 2014 and hot 
summer months this year. There have been 
reports this summer of heavy flowering 
among the mallees on the Hyden-Norseman 
Road.

A group of people will survey the Helena and 
Aurora Range sites following the BirdLife WA 
campout at Jaudi Station this Easter. There 
are another eight areas that we are aiming 
to survey: Karroun Hill, Credo (camping and 
accommodation facilities available), Cave 
Hill, Jilbadji Nature Reserve, Trans railway 

line, Fraser Range Station (camping and 
accommodation facilities available), Frank 
Hann-Peak Charles National Parks and 
Dundas Nature Reserve.

If neither of the planned survey dates are 
good for you, please suggest alternative 
dates suitable for you when you register your 
interest and we’ll endeavour to find a match.

To register your interest, email Maris Lauva 
gww@birdlife.org.au or phone on 0403 029 
051.
For members and the general public.

Organiser: Maris Lauva



Page 30 Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 153 March 2015

South Coast Festival of  Birds
For information about the forthcoming South Coast Festival of Birds, check the Festival website: 

www.birdfestival.greenskills.org.au
For further info contact Basil Schur   98483310 or at bschur@greenskills.org.au

South Coast Festival of  Birds – Gondwana 
Bird Tour, Wed 24th to Thursday 25 th March

(NB tour subject to modification without notice)

Cost  $75pp not including accommodation. Participants 
should individually book with Stirling Range Retreat 
(see their website http://www.stirlingrange.com.au/  
Accommodation options can be seen at http://www.
stirlingrange.com.au/accommodation.html ) The tour fee 
covers transport, Wednesday evening meal and Thursday 
breakfast  but not other  meals or food.  Please bring 
overnight stay items, packed lunch for the Wednesday 
and additional food replenishment if required. 

The Gondwana Link Bird Discovery Tour will visit some 
very special eco-restoration sites north east of Albany. 
Bus departure time is an early 6.30am Wed 24th March 
2015  from Albany (meet at Woolworths car park near the 
Service Station on Chester Pass Road). First stop will be 
Chingarrup Sanctuary near Bakers Junction (Eddy and 
Donna Wajon’s Land for Wildlife property, where Dr Nic 
Dunlop will have set up some mist nets that morning). 
Then we will visit Mongebup North, where Bush 
Heritage is carrying out successful direct seeding on a 
large scale, where we will hear from Angela Saunders, 
ecologist with Bush Heritage, and Sarah Comer, Regional 
Ecologist with Dept of Parks and Wildlife. Following 
this we will visit Yongergnow Malleefowl Centre in 
Ongerup, including their new 5 ha fenced sanctuary. We 
will then travel to Stirling Range Retreat, on the edge 
of the National Park . A range of accommodation from 
chalets to camping is available;  participants need to 
privately book this prior to the tour.  A BBQ dinner will 
be provided.  Early the next morning the tour will offer a 
bushwalk around Stirling Ranges Eco Retreat bushland. 
The bus will visit eco-restoration sites in the Porongurups 
area before returning to Albany by12.30pm.

To join in the tour please complete the registration form 
available from  www.birdfestival.greenskills.org.au or 
from Green Skills Denmark (98483310) and email to 
denmark@greenskills.org.au

For further info contact Basil Schur 9848 3310 
or at bschur@greenskills.org.au

South Coast Festival of  Birds   Symposium – 
Major Event

8.45am to 2pm - Friday 27th March 2015 
at the Albany Town Hall, York Street.

Entry	by	donation	(suggested	contribution	$10)

This	event	will	take	place	in	the	historic	Albany	Town	
Hall	and	will	be	surrounded	by	art,	photographic	and	
information	displays	about		South	West	birds.	The	
Symposium	will	include	key	note	presentations	by	
Professor	Steve	Hopper	and	naturalist	and	author,	Tim	
Low.	This	will	be	followed	by	a	panel	of	WA	biologists	
sharing	their	love	and	knowledge	of	the	wonderful		
birds	of	the	Lower	South	West

Notes on key note speakers

Professor	Stephen	Hopper	is	Winthrop	Professor	of	
Biodiversity	at	UWA’s	Centre	of	Excellence	in	Natural	
Resource	Management.	He	is	Australian	Research	
Council	Discovery	Outstanding	Researcher	2014-
2016.		Professor	Hopper	will	talk	on	the	subject	‘Why	
is	southwest	Australia	so	rich	in	bird-pollinated	plants?’

Tim	Low	is	a	renowned	Australian	naturalist	and	
author.	His	reports,	books,	articles	and	talks	have	
contributed	to	ecological	thought	and	environmental	
policy	in	Australia	and	more	widely.	His	recent	book	
‘Where	Song	Began’	has	won	wide	acclaim	and	will	
form	the	basis	for	his	talk	to	the	Symposium.

Morning	tea	will	be	provided.	People	should	bring	
packed	lunch.

To	register	your	participation	in	this	Symposium	please	
send	your	name,	email	and	phone	contact	details	to	
Green	Skills	email	denmark@greenskills.org.au			For	
further	information	contact	Basil	Schur	on	98483310.

This Festival is supported by Lotterywest, the City of 
Albany, Green Skills, BirdLife Australia, UWA- Albany, 
Coastwest, South Coast NRM, WA Museum– Albany, 

WA Department of Parks and Wildlife, Albany Bird 
Group, Yongergnow Ongerup Malleefowl Centre, other 

groups and many volunteers.

Notices, ctd
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The following WA people joined BirdLife Australia 
during the period 7 November 2014 to 4 February 
2015:

      G Anderson, S Bougher, H Brakewell, H Bryant, 
M Bryant, M Clarke, M Cordery,G Draper, P Forrest, 
A Fox, R Fox, S Fox, T Fox, E Gerner, S Graham-
Taylor, T Graham-Taylor, S Guiton, N Hardwick, 
A Harlow, W Holding, P Holland, C and A Jarvis, 
R Jones, N Kay, Z Kirkup, M Knott, D Lacey, K Lemay, 
H Loosemore, P Lowe, K Macfarlane, C Madew, M 
Marshall, G McCann, S Norvall, E O’Connor, S Over, 
B Palmer, B Pierce, A Richter, L Sammons, P Sammons, 
A Stewart, E Stewart, v Stokes, J Stone, S Thom, 
W uren, H van Gessel, H Walton and L Walton

New WA members

Nature – Wise & Wonderful – Words 
and Pictures from the Bush & Beach

Solo exhibition of art 8th May – 15th June at 
Gallery ArtGeo, Busselton

BirdLife WA member Sue Kalab, who specialises 
in watercolours of Australian Nature, is working 
towards a new collection of work to be exhibited 
at Artgeo, Busselton.

This exhibition will be enhanced with 
presentations by ecological scientists coinciding 
with events that celebrate World Migratory 
Birds Day (13th May), World Museum Day (16th 
May), World Biodiversity Day (21st May), World 
Environment Day (5th June) and World Ocean 
Day (8th June).

The exhibition will be a meeting point, a 
meeting of minds, with a variety of events 
to complement Sue’s paintings. It will bring 
together art, people, nature and science.

BirdLife Western Australia’s Kimberly Onton will 
present “Tales from the Tundra: the journey 
of Australia’s migratory shorebirds”. A BirdLife 
Western Australia Project Officer will present 
the black cockatoo story. There will be other 
BWA events in the town and the organisation 
hopes the outcome will establish a chapter in 
Busselton.

Marine scientist Dr Holly Raudino will speak for 
World Ocean Day.

South West Catchment Council is using the 
exhibition to launch a scientific wetland study 
of the Vasse-Wonnerup system on another 
occasion.

Sue lived and worked in Mallacoota in 
Croajingolong National Park, Victoria for 
12 years. She also lived and worked on an 
Aboriginal community in the Pilbara. She 
established her studio in Bunbury in 1995 where 
she finds nature on her doorstep. Sue has a 
special interest in bush orchids and native birds.

If you’d like to attend the opening please contact 
suekalab@hotmail.com.

Visit www.suekalab.com and facebook.com/
suekalabartist for images and a studio profile.

Notices, ctd

Attention Photographers!
Photographic submissions for the 2016 BirdLife 
WA calendar are now open. Would you like 
one of your bird photographs to appear in 
the 2016 BirdLife WA calendar? Then please 
contact Robyn Pickering pickeringrobyn29@
yahoo.com for more information about the 
selection criteria, due date, etc.

Binoculars found
Binoculars found at Kalgan Heights on 

29th January. If they belong to you, please 
contact Anne Bondin from the Albany branch 

(e-mail: albanybirds@hotmail.com 
or ring 9844 1793).

Masked Lapwing, 
Yanchep. Photo by 
Sandra Wallace
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Country branches
ALBANY BRANCH

November excursion – Denmark

We met at the rotunda by the Denmark River. From the 
lookout we spotted a few shorebirds on the bar — Red-
capped Plover, Red-necked Stint and a few Australian 
Pied Oystercatchers. An Eastern Osprey was patrolling 
overhead. We soon abandoned this exposed spot and 
headed to the mouth of the Denmark River where we 
saw several species of cormorant, White-faced Heron 
and	a	Pacific	Black	Duck	guarding	her	offspring.	A	
walk among the nearby Karri trees offered sightings of 
Western White-naped Honeyeater, Spotted and Striated 
Pardalotes, Purple-crowned Lorikeet and Golden Whistler. 
We	finished	the	day	with	a	total	of	65	species.

December excursion – Torbay Hall

The blustery weather made it seem more like a winter’s 
day than a Christmas get-together, but the bushland 
surrounding	Torbay	Hall	was	sufficiently	sheltered	to	
allow us to look at birds without getting blown away. 
However, spotting birds in the wildly moving foliage 
proved a challenge, but we eventually found Western 
White-naped Honeyeater, Spotted Pardalote and Western 
Spinebill. Closer to the ground we observed Red-eared 
Firetail and Red-winged Fairy-wren. Golden Whister 
and Grey Fantail seemed to be present everywhere. By 
lunchtime we had seen about 30 different species, well 
below	what	would	be	encountered	on	a	fine	day.	Feeling	
we had seen all we could possibly see, we decided to sit 
down for our delicious Christmas lunch.

January excursion – Rushy Point / Kalgan Estuary

Obviously having heard that summer had been a non-
event on the South Coast up until now, Nic Dunlop and 
Mike Bamford brought sunny skies with them for their 
visit to Albany. They joined us on a morning dedicated 
to introducing shorebirds to an interested public. it 
was immediately evident that shorebird numbers at 
Rushy Point had again dropped. This time, most of the 
Pacific	Golden	Plovers	seem	to	have	failed	to	arrive	from	

their northern hemisphere breeding grounds. We were 
particularly disappointed that the bird tagged by the late 
vic Smith, which had been a regular for almost ten years, 
could not be found, although at least 35 pairs of eyes 
were	scanning	the	mudflats	for	orange-yellow	leg	flags.	
We saw small numbers of Common Greenshank, Red-
necked	Stint,	Grey	Plover,	Great	Knot,	a	couple	of	Pacific	
Golden Plovers, a Greater Sand Plover and a Grey-tailed 
Tattler.

We moved on to the Lower King Bridge for morning tea 
and saw Common Sandpiper as well as three Eastern 
Ospreys perched in a tree. At the Kalgan River estuary 
we	found	Bar-tailed	Godwit,	a	flock	of	Red	and	Great	
Knots as well as a group of Sharp-tailed Sandpipers.

Future outings

Excursions will take place on Tuesday, 14 April, 12 May, 
9 June. More details about destinations, where to meet, 
etc, will be made available on BWA e-news. You can also 
check the Albany Bird Group’s website:

http://sites.google.com/site/albanybirds/Home

Excursion leaders will be either Ray Garstone (PH: 9844 
7540), Brad Kneebone (PH: 9845 2233) or Anne Bondin 
(PH: 9844 1793). Feel free to contact any us for further 
information.

South Coast Festival of Birds

During the month of March, there will be a host of 
activities and events for bird enthusiasts in the Albany 
region. The festival, now in its third year, is bigger than 
ever. There will be bird walks, presentations at the local 
library,	a	field	trip	to	Gondwana	Link	nature	reserves,	
bird	identification	courses	and	a	symposium	with	a	
variety of speakers at the Albany Town Hall. For more 
details and information on how to register for some of 
the events go to our website and also see under Notices. 

BuNBuRY BRANCH

What have we been up to?

Sat 17 January: We collaborated with South West 
Catchment Council’s Julie Palmer, whose portfolio is the 
establishment of Preston River – Ocean Regional Park, a 
remnant bushland corridor in South Bunbury-Capel. This 
is outstanding in that it runs east-west, and is a textbook 
display of landforms and vegetation patterns.

Objective of the walk was to heighten residents’ 
appreciation. We spent a pleasant, early morning walking 
quietly, gently with ten of our team and Bruce Buchanan 
leading. Our bird count was just 17 species, but people 
were charmed by the delicate beauty of Splendid 
Fairy-wrens, and awed in the presence of our mighty 
magnificent	ancient	Tuarts.	Several	were	newcomers	

to Australia and keen to learn more of our wildlife and 
botany. A number have asked to be part of BirdLife 
Bunbury.

November and December excursions found us with 
our scopes at the southern end of Leschenault Estuary 
at the mouth of the Preston River viewing migratory 
shorebirds and doing our best to identify these elusive 
creatures.

We were asked by City of Bunbury for a list of species 
found within the City boundaries. This gave lots of head-
scratching sessions reviewing previous lists. Our next 
task is to update Greater Bunbury Bird List.

Enquiries: Convenor suekalab@hotmail.com
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Participants at the Albany Greenskills Workshop. Photo by Nic Dunlop

Country branches, ctd

CAPE TO CAPE BiRD GROuP

Program

Sunday 19 April – Half-day excursion: The Margaret 
River

Meet at 8:30 am at the end of Laurel Court. From Caves 
Road (north of Wallcliffe Road) turn into Connolly Road 
and follow to Laurel Court (a cul-de-sac). We shall 
explore along the edge of the river, then carry on to 
Prevelly for morning tea followed by birdwatching around 
the mouth of the Margaret River.

Leader: Christine Wilder

Saturday 9 May – Half-day excursion: Metricup 
bush block

Meet at 8:30 am on this 20 hectare property with a 
DPaW Nature Conservation Covenant and the Carbunup 
River	flowing	through.	Enter	off	278	Gibb	Road,	Metricup	
(unsealed), cross the narrow bridge (carefully) then turn 
first	right	(Lot	51)	and	park	anywhere	near	the	large	blue	
rainwater tank. The owners, Janean and Adrian, have 
asked if we can assist in recording bird species to add to 
their list of wildlife for the property.

Bring morning tea. There is a picnic table and a few logs 
for sitting on. BYO chair if preferred.
Leaders: Janean Robinson and Adrian van den Ouweland

Sunday 7 June – Half-day excursion: Margaret River 
Rails to Trails

Meet at 9:00 am at the Carters Road Trailhead not far 
from town for a walk along the old railway alignment. 
From Bussell Highway turn into Carters Road and travel a 
short distance to where the Rails to Trails crosses Carters 
Road and park in the car park on the northern side of the 
road (Wharncliffe Mill is nearby).

Bring morning tea in a back pack to have along the trail.
Leader: Boyd Wykes

All the excursions/meetings above are for BirdLife 
Australia members and the general public. For details 

of any of the above, please contact Christine Wilder 
cwilderone@yahoo.com.au or Boyd Wykes majyx@iinet.
net.au.

Excursion reports

Ten Mile Brook Dam – 23 November 2014

To end our year, eight members of the Cape to Cape Bird 
Group met up with the Busselton Naturalists Club at the 
Ten Mile Brook Dam.

Led by Bernie and Carolina Masters, the ‘Nats’ hiked over 
7 km from Rotary Park at the bottom of town, up the 
Margaret River to the well-appointed picnic area. They 
made good time to join us for lunch and a walk around 
the vicinity. The highlight bird record was an adult male 
Golden Whistler drinking and bathing at the brook edge 
in full view.

After lunch we led the Naturalists’ bus to Witchcliffe for 
a walk in the mosaic of bush blocks on the edge of town 
that we hope the shire will soon amalgamate and manage 
as a reserve for the rapidly expanding Witchcliffe village.

Boyd Wykes

Busselton Wetlands – 17 January 2015

From Port Geographe, Christine took us to a number of 
sites chosen from her collection. Firstly, our group of nine 
made a short stop at a pump station along Layman Road 
where we looked out over the vasse Estuary and despite 
a stiff breeze and the angle of the sun we recorded many 
birds including Black-winged and Banded Stilt, Red-
necked Avocet and Sharp-tailed Sandpipers.

Next stop Pebble Drive to look out over the partially built/
abandoned canal ponds. As well as many Black Swans 
and ducks there was a variety of shorebirds including 
Terek and Wood Sandpipers, Common Greenshank, Red-
capped Plover and Red-necked Stint. More than 100 
Sharp-tailed Sandpipers were roosting along the bank.

We then took the beautiful, shady walk along the 
vasse/New River where bush and water birds were still 
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WHEATBELT-AvON BRANCH

 Discover Albany’s Anzac 
connection.

National Anzac Centre now open!
 
 
 

3 brm s/c holiday accommodation
situated on the banks of Oyster Harbour,

15 mins from Albany.
 Close to King & Kalgan Rivers, 

magnificent beaches, national parks, 
walks & wildflowers.

 Free WIFI & starter b/fast included
 Ph 08 9844 7744

 www.stayz.com.au/148040

 A BIRD LOVERS PARADISE!

very active in the mid-morning heat. White-browed 
Scrubwren, Rufous Whistler and inland Thornbill were 
present in the riverside vegetation. Wedge-tailed Eagles 
and more than a dozen Australasian Darters circled high 
in a thermal above us. From one point looking across 
the river, we observed this species at several nests 
with chicks. At least eight Nankeen Night-Herons were 
roosting	in	the	flooded	gums.	Before	our	group	split	up	
we stopped in Barlee Street where there were more than 
25 White-faced Herons and a Yellow-billed Spoonbill.

We	had	a	really	enjoyable	morning	and	identified	62	
species which we were very happy with. Thanks to 
Christine for showing us a variety of birding sites in one 
morning.

Jennifer Hunt

Wyalkatchem/Korrelocking , 25-26 October 2014

We were a friendly group of seven who had an excellent 
weekend of birding in the wheatbelt with 34 birds spotted 
at Korrelocking townsite reserve, Wyalkatchem Shire 
on 25th while the Wyalkatchem townsite surrounds also 
yielded a count of 34 on the 25th and 26th.

Out spotlighting on Saturday night we saw a Tawny 
Frogmouth and Eastern Barn 0wl.

We had numerous views of a Little Eagle pair nesting 
at Phil’s property in Korrelocking, also home to large 
numbers of Tree Martins. The highlight was the eagle’s 
nest off the Koorda Rd with the young eaglet preparing 
to leave its home.

Many thanks to Max for arranging the weekend and to 
Phil our guide and host.

Sherry Warburton

The bird camp gang, Eyre (see p15). Photo by Tegan 
Douglas
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Excursion reports
LiTTLE RuSH LAKE TOuR, 
13 AuGuST 2014

Following a windy night, Wednesday the 13th was 
heralded	in	with	a	flame-coloured	sunrise.	The	sky	was	
cloudy and overcast as Yangebup Striders (one of the 
Cockburn Council’s walking groups, and members of 
Heart Foundation Walking, Australia) gathered for an 
early morning walk around Little Rush Lake. Following our 
walk, the plan was for a number of us to participate in an 
advertised birdwatching tour with a group from BirdLife 
Western Australia.

Our walking group was made most welcome by the 
birdwatchers. it was apparent right from the start 
that their eyes were already keenly watching the sky 
and	surrounding	bush	for	the	first	signs	of	bird	life.	A	
couple of raptors obligingly appeared soaring on the 
wind currents. The birdwatchers came armed with their 
binoculars, their bird books, birdwatching apps loaded 
onto their individual phones and iPads and some very 
impressive cameras. Their ears were keenly alerted to 
the various bird calls that could be heard throughout the 
morning.

As	the	group	set	off,	we,	the	‘Striders’,	were	at	first	
very much in awe but were quickly put at ease as our 
questions were patiently answered, the birdwatchers 
keen to share their knowledge. Our eyes were slow at 
finding	the	birds	especially	the	tiny	ones.	Our	hosts	took	
us in hand pointing out just where the birds were situated 
and naming them as they were sighted.

The shallow water lake was full due to the winter rains 
and we did not spot many of the waterbirds. The general 
opinion was that there is a lot of water around and they 
were probably on other nearby lakes. A Black Swan was 
sighted nesting on the other side of the lake. Throughout 
the walk there was quite a breeze and apparently this 
is not always good for birdwatching. Gradually as the 
morning progressed the sky began to clear and turn blue. 
Talking was kept to a limit as binoculars were continually 
trained on the bush looking for the elusive birds as they 
uttered their individual calls.

For us amateurs we would see movement and it was 
gone in less than a second. Our hosts were quick to 
recognise and spot just where they were. They were 
knowledgeable	re	their	individual	flight	patterns,	calls	
and habitats and if not sure quickly referred to their 
bird books or apps. There was great excitement when a 
Regent Parrot was sighted.

My camera was not good enough to capture the many 
tiny birds we saw which were too quick for me and often 
too far away. i was most impressed with the photos taken 
by some of the members with their large, professional 
cameras.	We	were	amazed	to	see	a	magnificent	photo	
which captured one of the birds with a grub in its mouth.

it was apparent the group was very aware of the 
protection of the birds and nature in general.

At the end of the walk everyone gathered, (the 
birdwatchers with their stools and a bit of sustenance), 
to discuss and record what they had all seen. At the 
end of the reckoning it was announced that throughout 

the morning we had seen over 40 bird species. As an 
amateur i will not attempt to name the birds as i might 
show my ignorance and they have been recorded by the 
group. Our numerous questions were answered re the 
BirdLife Australia. Their enthusiasm and professional 
attitude is to be commended.

On behalf of the Yangebup Striders, i would like to extend 
my thanks for their hospitality on the birdwatching 
excursion to Little Rush Lake. We all thoroughly enjoyed 
it and were most impressed with the knowledge, patience 
and expertise of your group.

Via John Luyer

FORRESTDALE LAKE, 19 OCTOBER 
2014

Luckily, it was only very light drizzle that greeted the 16 
people for the Forrestdale Lake bird walk. Starting from 
the observation platform off Moore Street, we observed 
11 waterbird species, including about 30 cygnets and a 
Whiskered Tern.

We then walked the banksia woodland trail along the east 
side for a view of the lake. For morning tea and bird list 
call, we sat under the shelter at the primary school. For 
the remainder of the morning, most of us continued on to 
the nearby, privately owned Stirling Road swamp, which 
can be viewed from the roadside. Sixteen waterbird 
species were observed here; the highlights were 110 
Hardheads, nine White-necked Herons and a Glossy ibis.

Combining both areas, the total count for the morning 
was 52 species; 19 were waterbirds.

David James

DRYANDRA WOODLANDS 
PHOTOGROuP ACTiviTY, 
26 OCTOBER 2014

Easily distinguished by their long lenses, 12 intrepid bird 
photographers gathered at the Old Mill Dam at Dryandra 
forest. Some had braved the wilds and tented overnight 
at Congelin campground, while another contingent settled 
for a day trip from Perth. After signing in, we headed out 
to	our	first	stop.	A	couple	of	hours	wandering	through	the	
Wandoo woodland yielded a good crop of photographs. A 
number of people reported obtaining shots of their target 
species — notably Hooded Robin and Blue-breasted Fairy-
wren. Other trophies included shots of Crested Shrike-tit, 
Pallid Cuckoo, Scarlet Robin, Restless Flycatcher, Galah, 
Striated Pardalote, Elegant Parrot, Jacky Winter and the 
ubiquitous Rufous Tree-creeper.

Following a leisurely lunch at the Congelin campsite, the 
group headed back to the Old Mill Dam car park with a 
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view to photographing Bush 
Stone-curlews, as a number 
had been spotted in the 
area early that morning. 
Several shots of the stone-
curlews were obtained along 
with pictures of Carnaby’s 
Black-Cockatoos feeding 
in the paddock adjacent 
to the Dryandra village, 
Grey Currawong, Grey 
Shrike-thrush and a Sacred 
Kingfisher,	rounding	off	a	
successful day.

Richard Mazanec

CLARKSON 
RESERvE, 
MAYLANDS, 
12 NOvEMBER 
2014

Twelve members and guests 
set out along the river 
and had a lovely three-
hour walk, seeing 51 bird 
species. We had several 
highlights, a Red-kneed 
Dotterel pottering about 
on	the	mud	flats	alongside	
a Black-fronted Dotterel. 
We watched a White-faced 
Heron parent trying to tell 
the brood of two that it was 
time to leave home but they 
did not seem to take any 
notice. However, several 
members took excellent photographs and we were all 
entertained by the antics. During the bird call a Southern 
Boobook was spotted in a tree very nearby. it was not at 
all disturbed by us and posed beautifully for pictures. All 
in all a most enjoyable morning, good company, lots of 
birds. Thank you to John and Ruth for leading the walk 
and hope you lead many more.

Lesley Macauley

CANNiNG RivER REGiONAL PARK, 
23 NOvEMBER 2014

Thirty people, including seven visitors, attended this 
excursion for a pleasant ramble around the Loop Walk 
and after morning tea a visit to Wilson Lake. Species 
numbers were about average but bird numbers were 
down and patience was required to see them. There 
were 59 species observed with one breeding record, 
Australasian Darter.

Striated Pardalotes may 
have been breeding as some 
were observed entering 
holes in trees and Sacred 
Kingfishers	were	around	
but elusive and quieter than 
usual.

George Agar

PENGuiN iSLAND, 
30 NOvEMBER 
2014

Twenty-one birders, 
including	five	visitors,	
caught the ferry across 
to Penguin island on a 
beautiful Sunday. All in 
all,	we	identified	18	bird	
species with the Crested, 
Caspian and Bridled Terns 
nesting as well as the Silver 
Gulls with their chicks. A 
sea-lion was spotted lying 
on the beach. We were not 
able to locate any Little 
Penguins in the wild on this 
trip. The Australian Pelicans 
were nesting on the look-
out point and the path had 
been closed to the public. 
The Crested Tern adults 
were	bringing	in	fish	for	
their young chicks. King 
Skinks made their presence 

known lying across the rocks on the way to the picnic 
site.

A Buff-banded Rail visited our group whilst we were 
having tea to conclude the bird walk,

 Gavin White

ALFRED COvE, 6 DECEMBER 2014

The weather for the December bird walk at Alfred Cove 
was sunny and cool, making it very pleasant conditions.

Twenty members attended the walk and were pleased to 
see that the Eastern Ospreys had a successful breeding 
season this year, as their nest had remained intact on top 
of the tower platform.

The tide was low and there were expectations of a higher 
number of wader species. unfortunately, this did not 
happen. Members saw the Black-fronted Dotterel that 
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Above: Crested Shrike-tit, Dryandra. Photo by Richard 
Mazanec, and below: Bridled Tern, Penguin Island. 
Photo by Nigel Sutherland
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had been a constant visitor this 
season. Fairy Terns were on the sand 
bars	and	we	had	fleeting	glimpses	
of the Little Grassbird, calling loudly. 
Numerous Striated Pardalotes were 
around and the Red-tailed Black-
Cockatoos were present in the 
conifers near Haigg Rd.

Fifty species of birds were seen for 
the morning.

Toni Webster

PELiCAN POiNT, 11 
DECEMBER 2014

Sixteen members and three visitors 
met at Pelican Point for a walk 
around the reserve. Due to different 
tidal conditions in 2014, the channel linking the river and 
the lagoon has silted up. Consequently, the water quality 
and depth has resulted in a lower number of wader 
species, although it has been an extremely successful 
breeding period for Black-winged Stilts.There were a 
number of adults and chicks still taking advantage of 
the more protected lagoon waters, together with a lone 
Australian Shelduck.

As we walked around overlooking the Point, nine Red-
necked Avocets were seen standing in the shallow water. 
Caspian and Crested Terns were resting on the river 
edge as well as Fairy Terns. Several Red-capped Plovers 
were dotted around the sand and low vegetation. Three 
Eastern	Ospreys	flew	overhead,	one	carrying	a	fish,	
which in turn, excited an Australian Hobby that appeared 
and chased after them.

Walking west along the river edge, we had great views of 
five	Buff-banded	Rails	—	adults	and	juveniles	—	feeding	
out on the sand. Reaching the grove of trees, there were 
various sightings of bushbirds, including excellent views 
of a male Mistletoebird.

A	total	of	thirty-five	species	were	seen	during	an	
enjoyable walk around this small but important Swan 
Estuary Marine Park Reserve. Thank you to Charles 
Merriam for leading this walk and his interest in the 
reserve.

Kath Lindann

LAKE MCLARTY, 28 DECEMBER 2014

We had an interesting morning at Lake McLarty and 
although it was drying fast there were about 3000 
waders still present. A group of 22 people accessed the 
lake from the west side as it was a shorter walk to the 
shorebirds in the north. Red-capped Plovers were running 

about on the lake bed where water 
had been and when we reached 
the	main	flock	it	was	mostly	Red-
necked Stints and Sharp-tailed 
Sandpipers with a scattering of 
Curlew Sandpipers. About half the 
birders had ‘scopes and we were 
soon scanning and rescanning the 
flocks,	finding	at	least	eight	Pectoral	
Sandpipers, a Ruff and a Reeve that 
subsequently disappeared and one 
Long-toed Stint. One Red-necked 
Stint was in breeding plumage, 
obvious amongst the crowd when 
pointed out. Common Greenshanks 
and Black-winged Stilts were 
scattered about and Australian 
Shelducks were the most numerous 
duck species. White-faced Herons 
were everywhere and all three 
ibis species were present. Black 
Swans had clearly bred on the lake 
and although the young were well 

advanced, it will be a close run thing for them to get off 
the lake as it dries out completely in the next week or so.

After morning tea, we drove around to the east side past 
the huge Eastern Osprey nest, to park under the trees. 
We walked to the south-east part of the lake where 
there were mostly ducks and swans. About 100 m from 
the water’s edge, three waders were seen in a wet area 
and it became clear that two of them were Broad-billed 
Sandpipers and everyone had a good look before they 
flew	—	the	highlight	of	a	day	full	of	excellent	birds!

Besides the waders, we saw six raptor species, and a 
surprising number of bushbirds considering they were not 
our focus, for a total of 56 species.

Sue Abbotts

WATERFORD FORESHORE, SALTER 
POiNT, 4 JANuARY 2015

This 2 km walk is recommended for the range of birds as 
well the pleasant backdrop of vegetation and river.

A 7:30 start was excellent for bird activity and personal 
comfort. We had waterbirds, shorebirds and woodland 
birds ranging from Mistletoebird to Australian Pelican, six 
honeyeater species including some Western Wattlebirds 
and a pair of Australian Hobbies. Several Buff-banded 
Rail were observed along Salter Point river edge, Clontarf 
and eastwards foreshore.

After careful auditing, the count was 60 species. Thanks 
to Lorraine and Richard Chyne for their leadership and 
preparation — many of the species seen on the ‘recky’ 
made an appearance. How good is that?

Lynley Davey

Mistletoebird, Pelican Point. Photo by 
Tim Graham-Taylor
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LAKE MCLARTY PHOTOGROuP 
ExCuRSiON, 10 JANuARY

Photogroup members looked forward to this event but 
as the date neared it became clear from reports that 
the water levels would be very low and the numbers 
of waders would also be low. However, 11 optimists 
gathered	on	the	day,	only	to	find	that	conditions	were	
even worse than expected. A very strong wind was 
blowing	and	making	conditions	difficult	on	the	almost	dry	
lake.

initially, we checked out the nature reserve over the road 
from Lake McLarty and then returned to the Lake McLarty 
Reserve. A number of common bushbirds were seen and 
photographed including Grey Fantails, Scarlet Robins and 
Splendid Fairy-wrens. The margins of the lake revealed a 
quail,	probably	a	Stubble	Quail,	which	flushed	too	quickly	
to be photographed. Although only common birds were 
photographed, it was once again shown that you don’t 
need a rare subject to create a good nature shot.

Following morning tea, it was decided to move on to 
another site. Several members visited Len Howard 
Conservation Park, Goegrup Lake and then Samphire 
Cove. We saw and photographed an Australian Pied 
Oystercatcher, Little Egrets, a Caspian Tern feeding young 
and one lone Banded Stilt. Migratory waders included a 
Whimbrel, an Eastern Curlew, Common Sandpiper, Grey 
Plover and Bar-tailed Godwits (see photo, p47).

Ian and Sandra Wallace

BLACKWALL REACH, 11 JANuARY

Twenty-two members with one junior member set 
out along the Blackwall Reach path on a warm, early 
morning under a clear blue sky. We were soon treated 
to close up views of a Nankeen Night-Heron, followed a 
little later by a pair of Eastern Ospreys perched on dead 
branches overhanging the river. We continued on with the 
usual variety of bush birds being seen. At Point Walter 
we	joined	the	scattering	of	kite	surfers	and	fishermen	
walking out on the spit. Near the end of the spit we 
saw three Eastern Ospreys paddling in the 
shallows, as well as Fairy Terns on the sandy 
beach and Red-capped Plovers and Red-
necked Stints running around the grassy 
knoll. 

Overall, while we saw 42 species, a number 
similar to previous visits; the actual 
numbers of birds seemed to be much lower, 
particularly White-cheeked Honeyeaters. 
The reduced numbers could have been due 
to the time of year (mid-summer) and the 
warm conditions. Thanks to Clive Nealon for 
leading the walk.

Andrew Hobbs

BAiGuP WETLAND, BAYSWATER/ 
MAYLANDS, 15 JANuARY

Fifteen BirdLife members, 12 visitors and two Bayswater 
Environment	Officers	formed	two	groups,	one	starting	
at the boardwalk near the bridge and the other heading 
down the walkway/cycle path. We were grateful to the 
council for bright yellow metal ‘Event Ahead’ signs at 
each end of the reserve as speeding cyclists make this 
one of the most potentially hazardous metropolitan 
walks. Cyclists did seem a little more courteous than 
usual, although birders also needed to be reminded at 
times to give them room and it was a relief to spend time 
on the limestone track at the back of the reserve.

A total of 55 species was recorded. visitors and members 
alike were delighted on arrival to see Maris’ telescope 
trained on the resident Australian Hobby on its Norfolk 
Pine. A Crested, as well as the usual Caspian Terns 
patrolled the river and a Striated Pardalote was seen 
exiting a crack in the Garratt Road bridge substructure. 
Mistletoebirds were heard before they were seen near the 
crossroads, also later eating black nightshade berries.

A good range of waterbirds, including Dusky Moorhen 
and Purple Swamphen with young, four duck species, 
Nankeen Night-Heron and Australasian Grebe, were 
on the two constructed lakes, while Buff-banded Rails 
revealed themselves twice to one group and not at all 
to the other and Black-fronted Dotterels rewarded the 
persistent. Australian Reed-warblers were clamorous, 
unaware of their name change. Silvereyes and variegated 
Fairy-wrens haunted dense undergrowth while Rainbow 
Bee-eaters were at the Maylands end where they nest. 
Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos were among birds seen 
overhead	and	a	flock	of	Straw-necked	Ibis	wheeling	in	
the sun delighted stragglers as we headed for our cars.

Many thanks to Maris Lauva, Claire Gerrish and all those 
other experienced birders who helped make this such a 
worthwhile day for local residents as well as members 
(see photo, p47).

Penny Lee

LAKE GWELuP, 18 JANuARY

Thirty members and visitors arrived on a 
warm and humid morning for this popular 
walk around Lake Gwelup. Because of the 
number of participants, it was decided 
to split the group in two and proceed in 
opposite directions around the lake; many 
thanks to Clive Nealon for leading the 
second group.

Water levels were fairly high for this time 
of year and plenty of waterfowl were 
present as were Australasian Grebe and 
Hoary-headed Grebe. A total of 50 species 
was recorded, slightly down on previous 
occasions;	only	one	raptor	was	identified,	

Long-billed Corella, 
Lake Gwelup. Photo 
by John McMullan
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a Brown Goshawk, which was unusual for this venue 
as several other raptor species are often seen here. A 
few other species were also missing, including Fairy 
Martin, Australian Ringneck and the often seen Tawny 
Frogmouth.

Highlights were Chestnut Teal, a good sighting of a 
Nankeen Night-Heron, unusual numbers of Sacred 
Kingfishers,	(at	least	seven	sighted)	and	a	busy	reed	bed	
where Australian Reed-Warblers were very active and 
provided some unusually good viewing opportunities.

Peter White

AuSTRALiA DAY LONG WEEKEND 
CAMPOuT, SHANNON, 23-26 
JANuARY

it was a hot weekend in the south-west but the Shannon 
Campground would have to be one of the shadiest and 
most spacious, which made for a very enjoyable Australia 
Day long weekend. Both Carnaby’s and Baudin’s Black-

Cockatoos were plentiful around the camp as were Grey 
Currawongs and Scarlet Robins and at night we heard 
several Australian Owlet-nightjars. in the surrounding 
forest, we watched a pair of Square-tailed Kites weave 
effortlessly among the Karris (see photos, pp43, 47 and 
48).

A short drive to the east lie the Muir-unicup wetlands, 
mostly dry at this time of the year but Red Lake is the 
exception. Here we found an array of species, including 
Chestnut Teal, Australasian Shoveler and Swamp Harrier 
and near Geordinup Swamp were Australian Hobbies that 
had recently bred, a Restless Flycatcher and some distant 
Western Corellas. Windy Harbour certainly lived up to its 
name but we still had great views of Ruddy Turnstones, 
Sooty Oystercatchers and a lone Hooded Plover. From 
Point D’Entrecasteaux we ‘scoped’ Quangerang island 
where	New	Zealand	Fur	Seals	could	be	seen	loafing	
and	Bridled	Terns	fluttered	over	the	waves.	In	total,	86	
species were recorded by the group, correctly picked by 
John McMullan who was rewarded with a bottle of local 
red. Many thanks to camp hosts, Paul and Anita (a keen 
birder with Birds Queensland), who made us especially 
welcome.

Peter Taylor 
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Gavin White
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or Ph: 0406 280 183

For servicing and repairs to all 
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servicing and repairs

Collection and delivery service 
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White Torque Pty Ltd

I waded through the quagmire past 
Broome, mangroves clawing at my 
skin, tinkling, trickling water ebbed 
as I strained in my gumboots to 
keep my balance, the effervescent 
light then glowed in front on 
hundreds of birds pecking at the 
mud silently, watching, the striated 
heron poised to strike.
Striated Heron, near Broome. Photo 
by John McMullan
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What a privilege to spend three months at Eyre! 
in that time, our knowledge of bird habits and our 
skills in bird-spotting have grown immensely. We 
have constantly been amazed and delighted by the 
variety of birds visiting the baths, and especially 
intrigued by their bathing habits.

Our	most	prolific	visitors	have	been	New	Holland	
Honeyeaters that bathe frequently and messily, and end 
up bedraggled bunches of feathers. They are closely 
followed by hordes of Singing Honeyeaters, whose 
bathing habits are more circumspect, but they do hop 
in and out of the water numerous times in succession. 
The Brown Honeyeaters hover tentatively, then dip 
delicately; Silvereyes sip, then splash with abandon; the 
Red Wattlebirds do running half-somersaults, and Sacred 
Kingfishers	skim	across	the	surface	several	times	then	go	
on their way.

Of the bigger birds, the Australian Ravens splash away, 
till they are like untidy bags of wet, black feathers. The 
Grey Currawongs splash, but are tidier than the ravens. 
Only on two occasions have we seen a Brush Bronzewing 
bathe sedately. The Major Mitchell’s Cockatoos aren’t big 
on bathing, preferring a few sips of water and a noisy 
departure.

A real treat has been the visits from a Brown Falcon, a 
Collared Sparrowhawk and a couple of Brown Goshawks 
for their ablutions. All of these are very wary: each sits 
and observes carefully, then steps into the water, has 
another good look around, then begins its bath. Having 
splashed about, they leave the water, shake vigorously, 
then begin preening. i watched for almost an hour one 
morning as a Brown Falcon carefully groomed each 
feather. He took so long that the little birds ceased to 
consider him a threat, and returned to the nearby bath.

in November 2014, the annual Bird Field Studies Course 
led by Tegan Douglas brought a group of enthusiastic 
young birders to stay. They were out and about among 
the dunes, mapping habitats and sighting many scrub 
birds that don’t venture regularly to the baths. Evening 
bird logs yielded huge numbers of sightings — in excess 
of 600 New Holland Honeyeaters on one day! Mist-netting 
yielded a huge variety of small birds, which were duly 
weighed, sexed, examined and banded before release. 
For us, it was a great opportunity to see Spotted and 
Striated Pardalotes, honeyeaters, Dusky Woodswallows, 
a Grey Shrike-thrush and many others up close. Several 

exquisite and 
minute Pygmy 
Possums were 
trapped as well. A 
day out to Twilight 
Cove allowed us to 

observe and count seabirds, including Red-capped 
Plovers, sandpipers and a few Ruddy Turnstones, 
as well as both Australian Pied and Sooty 
Oystercatchers, Great Cormorants and Crested 
Terns. A tiny Blue-breasted Fairy-wren feeding a 
considerably larger Fan-tailed Cuckoo young was 
a highlight for some. For me, it was a revelation 

to discover that Brown Honeyeaters and Pygmy Possums 
weigh less than 10 grams!

We’ve sighted an Australian Bustard on the track to 
Burnabbie, and six large ones strutting haughtily on 
Pannikin Plain; Rainbow Bee-eaters near Burnabbie; a 
male Emu with 11 half-grown chicks that alternately 
raced and dawdled ahead of us one morning as we 
headed towards Cocklebiddy; a White-breasted Sea-
Eagle soaring on the updraft over the dunes; Australian 
Pied Oystercatcher parents attempting to distract us from 
their young on the beach; a Red-capped Plover family 
with two tiny runners, like cottonballs on sticks; a male 
Blue-breasted Fairy-wren with its harem foraging near 
the observatory; a lone Common Greenshank patrolling 
the edge of Crystal Ponds; several Grey Teal cruising 
placidly on the pond.

Wildlife has been varied — several Pygmy Possums in 
unusual places: one in a box in the scullery, one in a 
drawer in the shed, one in the Rota Loo (beats a dugite 
in the dunny!), one curled up in the Stephenson Screen 
among the weather paraphernalia, and yet another 
asleep in the bottom of a 20 litre drum. Kangaroos have 
visited the baths for long drinks almost every day. On 
the beach, we disturbed a soundly sleeping sea lion, and 
have seen pods of dolphins and on one occasion about 
170 rays feeding among the weed just offshore.
visitors have come and gone, as diverse as the birdlife. 
Some	come	armed	with	cameras	fitted	with	huge	and	
powerful lenses; some come just to enjoy the peace and 
beauty of Eyre. Some are fascinated by the history of 
the	place.	Whatever	their	interest,	they	seem	to	find	a	
visit satisfying. it is indeed a tribute to those with the 
foresight to establish the observatory in this remote area. 
Long Live Eyre!

Narelle and Ron Leven

Left: Red-capped Plover runner, Eyre. Photo by 
Keith Lightbody 
Right: Australian Bustard, Eyre. Photo by 
Wendy and Alan Pilkington (see also pp2 and 
34)

EYRE BiRD OBSERvATORY

Observatory reports
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Sunday 8 March: Lake Joondalup, 
Joondalup 
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at Neil Hawkins Park, 
in the car park at the end of Boas 
Avenue. Joondalup Lake has recorded 
the highest number of species for any 
BirdLife WA half-day excursion with 75 
species of birds seen in one morning 
excursion. There are always lots of 
waterbirds and bushbirds to be seen 
around this large lake, and there could 
be waders as well. Lake Joondalup 
is within the Northern Swan Coastal 
Plain important Bird Area for Carnaby’s 
Black-Cockatoo.
Bring your telescope if you have one.
For members and guests only.

Leader: Wayne Merritt

Thursday 12 March: Lake Monger, 
Cambridge 
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the most westerly 
car park off Lake Monger Drive. The 
walk around the lake will take 2 to 3 
hours. This is a good opportunity to see 
many species of ducks, waterbirds and 
some bushbirds. Spotless Crake is often 
seen depending on the water level.
For members and the general public.

Leader: Claire Gerrish

Saturday 14 March: Wellard 
Wetlands, Baldivis 
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the entrance to 
Wellard Wetlands on the northern side 
of Bertenshaw Road, 1 km from St 
Albans Road. Coming from Perth, turn 
left off Kwinana Freeway into Mundijong 
Road, then right into St Albans Road 
and right into Bertenshaw Road. There 
should be plenty of bushbirds and 
waterbirds here, as well as several 
species of raptors.
For members and guests only.

Leader: Charles Merriam

Sunday 15 March: Herdsman Lake, 
Stirling 
Half-day Photogroup excursion
Meet at 2:30 pm at the Maurice Hamer 
car park. Turn off Pearson Street into 
Falcon Avenue, then right into Lakeside 
Road. The car park is on the left 
opposite Heron place.
Over 140 species of birds have 
been recorded here. Late afternoon, 
especially the golden hour, is an ideal 
time to photograph birds on the water 
in this location.
For members and guests only.

Leader: Pauline Arnold

Sunday 22 March: Herdsman Lake, 
Stirling 
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park of 
the Perth Pony Club. To reach the car 
park, drive along Jon Sanders Drive 
from Perth and turn left just before you 
reach Selby Street. This is one of the 
waterbird refuges that never dry up. 
Herdsman Lake is located within the 
Northern Swan Coastal Plain important 
Bird Area for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo. 
Bring your telescope if you have one.
For members and the general public.

Leader: Sue Abbotts

Monday 23 March: Bold Park Eco 
Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat 
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Change of guest speaker: Tim Low, 
author of the recent best seller ‘Where 
Song Began’. Tim is a highly regarded 
biologist who has contributed to 
ecological thought and environmental 
policy in Australia.

Sunday 29 March: Yangebup Lake, 
Cockburn 
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in Parkes Street west. 
Turn into Osprey Drive from North 
Lake Road and immediately turn into 
Parkes Street. Parkes Street now only 
runs for about 200 m before being shut 
off. Park in this area and walk to the 
barrier across the road. There should 
be a good variety of waterbirds and 

bushbirds. Bring your scope if you have 
one.
For members and guests only.

Leader: Robyn Pickering

Friday 3 April to Monday 6 April 
2015: Easter Campout at Jaurdi 
Station, Shire of Coolgardie.

Jaurdi Station, a former pastoral lease, 
was purchased by DPaW in 1989 for 
conservation and research. it is a 
good birding area due to excellent 
diversity of landforms and vegetation. 
Ninety-six species have been recorded 
mostly during BirdLife WA visits. Some 
specialties include Gilbert’s Whistler, 
Purple-crowned Lorikeet, Redthroat, 
Peregrine Falcon, Major Mitchell’s 
Cockatoo, Ground Cuckoo-shrike and 
Southern Scrub-robin.

Jaurdi Station is approximately 500 
km from Perth and 48 km north of 
Boorabbin off Great Eastern Highway. 
Travel directions will be emailed 
to participants a week before the 
campout.

There are three shearers’ rooms 
each with two camp beds and a large 
machinery shed/shearing shed that can 
be used for camping. The rooms can be 
booked	at	the	BirdLife	WA	office.	There	
is abundant space for tents, camper 
trailers and caravans. There is a camp 
kitchen, hot and cold showers and two 
‘long drop’ toilets. it is advisable to 
bring enough drinking water for the 
weekend as the quality of the water is 
unknown at present. There is no power 
and DPaW have waived all fees.
Following the Easter campout, there 
will be a tag-a-long to survey the Great 
Western Woodlands (GWW) Helena 
and Aurora Ranges. Please indicate 
your interest in the GWW survey when 
booking the Jaurdi campout. An all 
wheel drive vehicle or 4x4 is necessary 
to participate in the GWW survey.
Numbers will be limited to 25 members 
so	please	book	at	the	BirdLife	WA	office	
on 9383 7749.
Members and guests only.

Leader: Sue Abbotts

Important note re campouts
Members anticipating attending campouts must notify the BirdLife WA Office (9383 7749) of the number in their party 

and when they will arrive. 
if you are unsure, put your name down as you can always cancel.

An emergency contact number should also be provided in case of accident.

New members
Please let the leaders know that you are a new member and don’t hesitate to ask for assistance with bird sightings.

Coming events
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Coming events, ctd
Autumn surveys in the Great 
Western Woodlands 
Saturday 4 April to Friday 10 April 
(includes Easter long weekend) OR 
Friday 24 April to Thursday 30 April 
(includes Anzac long weekend) — 
dates flexible

See Notices for details.

Friday 3 April to Monday 6 April: 
Easter campout at Esperance

This is the best time of the year to visit 
the Esperance region, as temperatures 
are cooling down and rain has not yet 
arrived. Birds to be seen may include 
Black-faced Cormorant, Cape Barren 
Goose, Hooded Plover, Banded Stilt, 
Southern Emu-wren, Rufous Fieldwren, 
Shy Heathwren and Rock Parrot.

Esperance is 721 km from Perth and 
situated opposite the Archipelago of 
the Recherche which contains more 
than 100 islands. The area is known for 
its pristine white, sandy beaches and 
nearby national parks.

We will be based east of Esperance at 
Jen Ford’s private property where there 
are camp sites and accommodation 
with facilities at $10 per head per day.

We will meet on Friday night at the 
property which is on Myrup Road, 1½ 
km from the corner of Fisheries Road. 
Planned activities may include Cape Le 
Grande National Park as well as local 
lakes. The Lake Gore system and Lake 
Warden system are both important 
Bird Areas (iBA) for Banded Stilt and 
Hooded Plover.

Please	register	at	the	BWA	office	on	
9383 4479 and include your email 
address and mobile phone number so 
that aerial maps of route to property 
and further information can be sent to 
you closer to the date. Numbers will be 
limited to 25 members.

Members and guests only.

Leaders: Sue Mather and Jen Ford

Saturday 4 April: Ellis Brook, 
Gosnells 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am at the corner of 
Gosnells Road and Bygum Lane, Martin. 
We will walk up the steep path to the 
top of the falls, which provides great 
views of the Swan Coastal Plain. it 
is a popular area where a variety of 
bushbirds can be seen, some of them 
not often seen near Perth, such as Red-

eared Firetail, Red-winged Fairy-wren 
and Red-capped and Scarlet Robin.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Steve Burns

Saturday 11 April: Woodman Point 
– Jaeger watch, Cockburn

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park at 
Woodman Point on Jervoise Bay. Turn 
right off Cockburn Road, into O’Kane 
Court, then left into Jervoise Bay Cove, 
and almost immediately right into 
Woodman Point Road. Drive to the end 
of the road and take the last left to the 
car park.

This excursion has been timed to 
coincide with the northward jaeger 
migration. We will look for the three 
species of jaegers and other birds at 
the spit. We will spend 2-3 hours sea 
watching on Woodman Point. Bring 
your telescope if you have one.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Martin Cake

Thursday 16 April: Tomato Lake, 
Kewdale 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am near the small 
tearooms at Tomato Lake off Oats 
Street, Kewdale. Travelling south along 
Orrong Road turn left into Oats Street 
and about 800 m on the right there is 
a driveway into the parking area. Bring 
morning tea.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Ian Wallace

Saturday 18 April: Garvey Park, 
Ascot 
Photogroup activity

Meet at 8:00 am in the car park, next 
to the rowing club, at the western 
end of Fauntleroy Avenue, off Great 
Eastern Highway. This area has a good 
variety of waterbirds and bushbirds. 
Species recorded here have included 
Buff-banded Rail, Spotless Crake and 
Mistletoebird.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Richard Mazanec

Sunday 19 April: Ray Marshall Park, 
Viveash 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am in the car park of Ray 
Marshall Park. Go to the end of First 
Avenue, off Great Eastern Highway, 
just east of Governor Stirling Senior 
High School. We will take a morning 
walk along the John George Trail that 
runs beside the Swan River. On the 
return walk, we will divert to a swampy 
area 250 m off the track, and this will 
usually add up to six extra species to 
the list.

The walk includes big river redgums, 
waterbirds along the river, and the walk 
to the swamp mentioned above.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Peter White

Monday 20 April: Bold Park Eco 
Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat 
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm

Mitchell Basile from Edith Cowan 
university will give a talk on “The Eyre 
Bird Observatory student program”.

Saturday 25 April to Monday 
27 April: Anzac Day campout at 
Dongara

Dongara is 358 km north of Perth. 
We will stay at the Seaspray Beach 
Caravan Park, Church Street, which 
is on the ocean beach front near the 
mouth of the irwin River. To reach the 
caravan park, turn off Brand Highway 
into Morten Terrace, Dongara, which 
runs into Church Street.

Over 100 species have been seen in the 
area, which includes riverine woodland, 
beach, low heath and banksias. One 
day, we will go out to Coalseam 
Conservation Park and Ellendale Pool.

Book your own accommodation by 
phoning 9927 1165.

Numbers will be limited to 25 members 
so please register at the BirdLife WA 
office	on	9383	4479.

Members and guests only.

Leader: Sue Abbotts

Saturday 25 April: Lake Coogee, 
Munster 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am in Fawcett Road, 
100 m from Mayor Road. Nearly 100 
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species of birds have been seen on and 
around the lake, including nine raptors. 
it is a large lake and has a path right 
around it so some people may wish to 
do the full circuit.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Robyn Pickering

Saturday 2 May: Lake Goollelal, 
Kingsley 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am at the car park on 
Woodlake Retreat. From the junction of 
Wanneroo Road and Hepburn Avenue, 
travel north on Wanneroo Road to the 
first	set	of	traffic	lights	and	turn	left	
into Woodlake Retreat. The car park is 
50 m from the turn off.

This lake offers a good selection of 
bushbirds and waterbirds. it is part of 
the Northern Swan Coastal Plain iBA for 
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo. Bring your 
scope if you have one.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Clive Nealon

Saturday 9 May: Lake Richmond, 
Rockingham 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am on Safety Bay Road, 
Rockingham, opposite the Naragubup 
Centre on the western side of Lake 
Richmond. The walk around the lake 
will take 2 to 3 hours. One hundred and 
twenty-five	species	have	been	recorded	
at the lake, including 14 raptor species 
seen regularly. Another interesting 
feature of the lake is the thrombolites.

There are picnic facilities at the Centre, 
but you need to bring your own lunch.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Mary Vaughan

Sunday 10 May: Lake Gwelup, 
Stirling 
Photogroup Activity

Meet at 8:00 am in the car park at the 
corner of Stoneman Street and Huntriss 
Road, north of Karrinyup Road. We 
should see waterbirds and bushbirds, 
and raptors are often seen here. The 
lake dries up in summer, but it should 
be reasonable after some winter rain.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Keith Wilcox

Thursday 14 May: Ascot Waters, 
Ascot 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am in the car park at 
the end of Tidewater Way. To reach 
the area from Great Eastern Highway, 
turn into Stoneham Street, then 
into Resolution Drive, and left into 
Tidewater Way. Continue through two 
roundabouts, over the bridge, and up 
to the car park at the top of the rise. 
This is getting better as the thousands 
of shrubs and trees that have been 
planted start to mature and blossom. 
A wide variety of habitats can provide 
shelter for many birds and it is well 
worth a visit to this promising site.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Sue Abbotts

Sunday 17 May: Lake Mealup, 
Murray 
Full-day excursion

Meet at 9:00 am on Lake Mealup Road 
near the corner of Greenlands Road. 
Travel on the Perth-Bunbury Highway 
past Pinjarra Road, turn right into 
Greenlands Road and continue for 
approximately 6.4 km to Lake Mealup 
Road (Greenlands Road takes a sharp 
right-hand turn about 800 m after Lake 
Mealup Road). Turn onto Lake Mealup 
Road and park along the road here. We 
will continue from there as a group. 
Note from here the property is still over 
6 km away and the group will pass 
through a locked gate in their vehicles. 
unfortunately, you will be unable to join 
the group late if you do not get to the 
meeting point on time.

We will be guests of the Lake Mealup 
Preservation Society who own a large 
part of Lake Mealup. There should be 
a variety of waterbirds and bushbirds. 

Take your lunch, sun hat, insect 
repellent, water and telescopes. Wear 
rubber boots or old shoes as it will be 
muddy.

For members and guests only.

Leader: David James

Saturday 23 May: Bull Creek 
Wetlands 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am at Spinaway Crescent. 
Travel along Leach Highway and turn 
north into Pulo Road then turn right 
into Spinaway Crescent.

This walk follows Bull Creek from the 
mouth where it runs into Canning 
River and we should get all the usual 
waterbirds there, including crakes, 
Buff-banded Rail, Purple Swamphen, 
Musk Duck and Nankeen Night-Heron. 
We will then cross over Leach Highway 
to walk around Richard Lewis Park 
and Reg Bourke Reserve. The creek 
has	flooded	gums,	Jarrah,	Marri,	
paperbark and casuarinas along its 
banks. Splendid Fairy-wren, Western 
Wattlebird, White-faced Heron, Red-
capped Parrot and Yellow-rumped 
Thornbill have been recorded here.

Bring water, sun screen and morning 
tea.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Sue Keogh

Monday 25 May: Bold Park Eco 
Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat 
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm

Adam van der Beeke from the 
Fremantle Port Authority will give a talk 
on “The Fairy Terns at Rous Head”.

Friday 29 May to Monday 1 June: 
WA Day campout, Charles Darwin 
Reserve

Charles Darwin Reserve, formerly 
White Wells Station, is now owned by 
Bush Heritage Australia and is situated 
approximately 80 km north of Wubin. 
The reserve has a varied habitat and 
covers an area of 190 000 hectares. 
We hope to see Malleefowl, Banded 
Lapwing, Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo 
(subspecies samueli), Western Corella, 
Major Mitchell’s Cockatoo, Mulga 
Parrot, Spotted Nightjar, Crimson Chat, 
a variety of honeyeaters, Crested 
Bellbird, Red-capped Robin, Western 

Immature Pacific Gull, Windy 
Harbour, Shannon NP (see pp39, 
47 and 48). Photo by Alan Watson

Coming events, ctd
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Yellow Robin, Southern Scrub-robin, 
Rufous Treecreeper, Little Woodswallow, 
etc. in addition, Black-breasted 
Buzzard, Bourke’s Parrot, Australian 
Owlet-nightjar, Black-eared Cuckoo and 
Chestnut Quail-thrush have been seen 
in the past and might be a chance.

The reserve is very well equipped with 
10 individual rooms, a shearing shed 
where a swag can be rolled out or 
unpowered camping sites. There are 
showers and toilets and fully equipped 
kitchen with fridge.

Travel	to	Wubin	and	fill	up	with	fuel.	
Continue on Great Northern Highway 
for 83 km and turn left onto Wanarra 
Road. Turn right at the T-junction and 
continue on Wanarra Road for 19 km 
until you see the White Wells sign on an 
old cart wheel. Turn left and follow the 
dirt road for 900 m to the homestead. 
The campsites can be reached by 2WD 
vehicles but 4WD are required around 
the reserve.

The one-way trip from Perth is 
approximately 350 km. Arrival should 
be after lunch on the Friday (but you 
can arrive Saturday if you wish). 
Departure will be after lunch on the 
Monday.

Numbers will be limited to 20 members 
only so register at the BirdLife WA 
office	on	9383	7749	to	book	a	place.	
information will be sent to you by email 
at least a week before the campout.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Frank O’Connor

Friday 29 May to Monday 1 June: 
WA Day campout, Chingarrup-
Gondwana Link Property

Chingarrup is a property in the 
Gondwana Link (near Boxwood Hill) 
60 km east of Borden, purchased and 
managed by Eddie and Donna Wajon 
for conservation. Participants will be 
asked to assist in trialling alternative 
bird census methods in a bush 
remnant. So far, less common bird 
species recorded there include Western 
Whipbird, Southern Scrub-robin, Shy 
Heath-wren and Red-eared Firetail. 
Bird banding operations will be also be 
underway.

Chingarrup has water, power and 
limited cooking facilities available. 
Leader Nic Dunlop will have detailed 
directions, dieback management 
requirements and any last minute 
logistics.

Those wishing to attend must put their 
names/email	on	the	list	in	the	office	
by calling 9383 7749 and you will be 
contacted a week or two prior to the 
campout.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Nic Dunlop 0409 014 030, 
tern@iinet.net.au

Sunday 31 May: Victoria Reservoir, 
Canning Mills 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am in the car park beside 
the information board at the entrance 
to the dam. From Perth, travel east 
along Welshpool Road and Welshpool 
Road East to the T-junction at Canning 
Road, turn right and travel for about 
400 m to Masonmill Road. Continue 
along this road for about 600 m, 
following the signs to the dam past the 
rose nursery, to the entrance to the 
car park. We will follow several walking 
tracks down to the dam.

For members and the guests only.

Leaders: John and Ruth Luyer

Saturday 6 June: Flynn Road, 
Mundaring 
Half/full-day excursion

Meet at 9:00 am at the corner of Flynn 
Road and Great Eastern Highway, about 
10 km past Sawyers valley or 1 km on 
the Perth side of The Lakes (the York 
turnoff). We will look at several areas 
of Wandoo woodland, where three 
species of robin are often seen. Wear 
wellingtons or other boots as we shall 
cross water. Bring morning tea that you 
can carry. Bring lunch if you would like 
to continue with us at a further area 
nearby.

For members and guests only.
Leader: Charles Merriam

Thursday 11 June: The Spectacles, 
Kwinana 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am in the car park in 
McLaughlan Road. Proceed along 
Kwinana Freeway and turn right 
(west) into Anketell Road. Travel 
approximately 2 km then turn left into 
McLaughlan Road. A good variety of 
bushbirds including Grey Currawong 
can be found here.

For members and the general public.
Leader: Maris Lauva

Friday 12 to Monday 15 June: 
Alternative campout at Charles 
Darwin Reserve
The second trip will be led by Nic 
Dunlop and be part of the Charles 
Darwin Climate Change Observatory 
program. Observations will focus on 
the birds attracted to mistletoes and 
trialling another bird survey method. 
A banding project will also be in 
operation. 
Register	at	the	BirdLife	WA	office	on	
9383 7749 to book a place.
For members and guests only.

Leader: Nic Dunlop

Sunday 14 June: Tom Bateman 
Reserve, Thornlie 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am beside the 
playground/sporting complex at the 
corner of Nicholson and Wilfred Roads 
(car-park entry is off Wilfred Road). 
We will look at a series of wetlands 
constructed to remove nutrients from 
water draining into the Canning River. 
We will also look at small bushland 
areas if they are accessible.

Rubber boots may be a good idea, and 
insect repellent. Bring morning tea to 
have while we do a combined bird list.

For members and the general public.

Leaders: George and Pam Agar

Saturday 20 June: Wearne Road, 
North Bannister 
Half/full-day excursion and 
Photogroup activity

Meet at 8:30 am on the corner of 
Wearne Road and Albany Highway. 
Wearne Road is on the left about 37 km 

Spotted Dove, Carine Lake. Photo 
by John McMullan

Coming events, ctd
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south of the corner of Jarrahdale Road 
and Albany Highway and just after the 
sign “North Bannister 2 km”.

We will explore the Wandoo woodlands 
looking for robins, babblers and other 
bushbirds. After morning tea, we may 
look in the Jarrah forest near the Metro 
Road waterhole.

The Photogroup will break off from the 
main group to explore photographic 
opportunities and meet up again at 
morning tea where they can share their 
finds	with	the	rest	of	the	group.

For members and guests only.
Leader: Robyn Pickering

Monday 22 June: Bold Park Eco 
Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat 
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm

Neil Hamilton from DPaW will give a 
talk on “An update on the DPaW cat 
eradication programs in WA”.

Sunday 28 June: Wungong Gorge 
Half-day excursion

Meet	at	8:30	am	at	the	first	car	park	
for Wungong Dam at the end of Admiral 

Road, off Albany Highway. Over 90 
species of birds have been recorded 
here including Red-eared Firetail, 
White-breasted Robin and Red-winged 
Fairy-wren.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Steve Burns

Coming events, ctd

Crossword No. 22, 
answers
ACROSS
1	mannikin,	4	sacred,	7	distribution,	9	pond,	10	bills,	12	
burrows,	13	tern,	14	bay,	16	western,	17	monitor,	18	red,	21	
pin,	22	nape,	26	evade,	27	shoveler,	28	specific,	29	lower

DOWN
2	audible,	3	ibis,	4	sit,	5	cooperation,	6	Dundas,	8	salinity,	11	
button,	14	bark,	15	loop,	16	wardens,	17	month,	19	drake,	20	
see,	23	allow,	24	error,	25	oval,	27	sac

Advertising rates in 
Western Australian Bird Notes

(subject to change without notice)

Full colour (A4 page size): $200.00 one-off, or
$150.00 per page 
if placed in four 
consecutive issues

Black-and-white: ¼ page: $35.00
½ page: $55.00
A4 page $100.00

FOR SALE
KOKEBY

BANDING SITE
used 1984-2013 

by Peter Congreve and Stephen Davies

100 acres adjoining 300 acre wandoo 
 woodland reserve in Avon Valley

1907 Dale Kokeby Road, Mt Kokeby

46 species banded, SW and inland forms 
eg Black-eared Cuckoo, Scarlet Robin

Land fenced to 9 watered paddocks

Excellent bore with irrigation potential

3 fenced remnants on property

sealed roads from Midland and Kelmscott

Price negotiable

Consult Country Realty 9622 5011

STIRLING RANGE RETREAT
Escape to the Mountains

A FREE FOURTH NIGHT ALL SITES AND  ALL 
ACCOMMODATION

 !!! EXTRA-ORDINARY OFFER !!!

HAVE FUN AT THE MOUNTAINS!!

THIS EXTRA-ORDINARY OFFER ENDS 
June 30th 2015 !!

It includes:

•	 Labour Day long weekend 2nd March 2015,
•	 EASTER 2015 (Good Friday 3rd April),
•	 ANZAC DAY 25thApril. Long weekend 

Monday 27th April 2015,
•	 April 2015 School Holidays and,
•	 WA Day long weekend 1stJune 2015.

ENJOY YOUR FREE 4TH NIGHT !!

DIRECT BOOKINGS ONLY
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Calendar of events
Sun 8 Mar: Lake Joondalup, Joondalup, Half-day 

excursion

Thu 12 Mar: Lake Monger, Cambridge, Half-day 
excursion

Sat 14 Mar: Wellard Wetlands, Baldivis, Half-day 
excursion

Sun 15 Mar: Herdsman Lake, Stirling, Half-day 
Photogroup excursion

Sun 22 Mar: Herdsman Lake, Stirling, Half-day excursion

Mon 23 Mar: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, 
Floreat, Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm

Sun 29 Mar: Yangebup Lake, Cockburn, Half-day 
excursion

Fri 3 Apr to Mon 6 Apr: Easter campout at Jaurdi 
Station, Shire of Coolgardie

Autumn surveys in the Great Western Woodlands, 
Sat 4 Apr to Fri 10 Apr (includes Easter long 
weekend) OR Fri 24 Apr to Thu 30 Apr (includes 
Anzac	long	weekend)	—	dates	flexible

Fri 3 Apr to Mon 6 Apr: Easter campout at Esperance

Sat 4 Apr: Ellis Brook, Gosnells, Half-day excursion

Sat 11 Apr: Woodman Point – Jaeger watch, Cockburn

Thu 16 Apr: Tomato Lake, Kewdale, Half-day excursion

Sat 18 Apr: Garvey Park, Ascot, Photogroup activity

Sun 19 Apr: Ray Marshall Park, viveash, Half-day 
excursion

Mon 20 Apr: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, 
Floreat, Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm

Sat 25 Apr: Lake Coogee, Munster, Half-day excursion

Sat 2 May: Lake Goollelal, Kingsley, Half-day excursion

Sat 9 May: Lake Richmond, Rockingham, Half-day 
excursion

Sun 10 May: Lake Gwelup, Stirling, Photogroup activity

Thu 14 May: Ascot Waters, Ascot, Half-day excursion

Sun 17 May: Lake Mealup, Murray, Full-day excursion

Sat 23 May: Bull Creek Wetlands, Half-day excursion

Mon 25 May: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, 
Floreat, Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm

Fri 29 May to Mon 1 Jun: WA Day campout, Charles 
Darwin Reserve

Fri 29 May to Mon 1 Jun: WA Day campout, 
Chingarrup-Gondwana Link Property

Sun 31 May: victoria Reservoir, Canning Mills, Half-day 
excursion

Sat 6 Jun: Flynn Road, Mundaring, Half/full-day 
excursion

Thu 11 Jun: The Spectacles, Kwinana, Half-day excursion

Fri 12 to Mon 15 Jun: Alternative campout at Charles 
Darwin Reserve

Sun 14 Jun: Tom Bateman Reserve, Thornlie, Half-day 
excursion

Sat 20 Jun: Wearne Road, North Bannister, Half/full-day 
excursion and Photogroup activity

Mon 22 Jun: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, 
Floreat, Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm

Sun 28 Jun: Wungong Gorge, Half-day excursion



Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 153 March 2015 Page 47

Members	in	the	field

Photography group

The group at Baigup (see p38). Photo by Penny Lee
The group at Shannon NP (see pp39, 43 and 48). Photo 
by John McMullan

Lake McLarty, Len Howard Consection 
Park, 10 Jan 2015 (see p38): Whistling 
Kite. Photo by Ian Wallace

On Point Samson’s busy boardwalk, I crept 
toward the mangroves, grimacing as I swatted 
sandflies, I squinted for movement among 
the sweating leaves, keening my ears for 
the slightest sound and then stared agog as 
a creature swivelled. I knew I had but seconds 
as I fumbled for the zoom, I pressed and 
pressed and prayed and prayed till finally I 
scanned the scope — I got it! I got it! Whatever 
it was I knew it would give me a lifetime of 
pleasure.
Juvenile Striated Heron, Point Samson. Photo 
by John McMullan

Penguin Island, 7 Dec 2014: Above left: Buff-banded Rail; photo 
by Sandra Wallace and right: Caspian Tern and chick; photo by 
Ian Wallace



Page 48 Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 153 March 2015

Captured this image 
on 29 November 
2014 and thought it 
interesting as I have 
not seen the eye stripe 
stand up like this!
Rainbow Bee-eater 
preens eyebrows. 
Photo by Gary Tate

Regent Parrot, Dalyellup (see p24). 
Photo by Mavis Norgard

Scarlet Robin, Shannon NP (see pp39, 43 and 
47). Photo by Peter Taylor

Black-tailed Native-hen, Yanchep, 15 Jan 2015. Photo by Sandra 
Wallace

Sacred Kingfisher, Kent 
Street weir. Photo by John 
McMullan


