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Colour marking Rottnest Island peacocks — left: blue;
centre: red; right: yellow (see report, p23). Photos by
Jamie Sansom, Mark Blythman and Kelly Rayner
Banded Black Swan (see
report p21). Photo by Gary
Tate
Female Purple-crowned
Fairy-wren, Mornington
(see report, p18). Photo
by Dusty Millar

Chestnut-rumped Thornbill, Corrigin.
Photo by Ian Wallace

Southern Whiteface, Camel Soak,
Perenjori (see report, p21). Photo by
David Free

Kojonup campout (see report, p37): (above left) Shining
Bronze-Cuckoo and (above right) WesternThornbill.
Photos by John McMullan

Sooty Oystercatcher, Woodman Point.
Photo by Ian Wallace

Front cover: Buff-sided Robin seen at Mornington whilst counting finches (see report, p18). Photo by Dusty Millar

Page 2

Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 152 December 2014

Western Australian Branch of
BirdLife Australia

Executive Committee

Office: Peregrine House
167 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat WA 6014

Chair:		

Dr Nic Dunlop

Vice Chair:

Dr Lorraine Marshall

Secretary:

Marion Massam

Treasurer:

Wayne Monks

Hours:

Monday-Friday 9:30 am to 12.30 pm
Telephone: (08) 9383 7749

E-mail:

wa@birdlife.org.au

BirdLife WA web page: www.birdlife.org.au/wa
Chair:

Nic Dunlop

BirdLife Western Australia is the WA Branch of the national
organisation, BirdLife Australia. We are dedicated to creating a
brighter future for Australian birds.

Committee: Mark Henryon, Wayne Merrit, Josan Moss,
Kathryn Napier, Frank O’Connor, Matthew Pudovskis,
Sandra Wallace and Graham Wooller,

General meetings: Held at the Bold Park Eco Centre,
Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat,
commencing 7:30 pm on the 4th
Monday of the month (except
December) – see ‘Coming events’ for
details
Executive meetings: Held at Peregrine House on the 2nd
Monday of the month. Communicate
any matters for consideration to the Chair.

Western Australian Bird Notes
ISSN 1445-3983
Joint WABN Editors: Allan Burbidge
Tel: (08) 9405 5109 (w)
Tel/Fax: (08) 9306 1642 (h)
Fax: (08) 9306 1641 (w)
E-mail: allanb99@bigpond.net.au
Suzanne Mather
Tel: (08) 9389 6416
E-mail: suzannemather@bigpond.com
Production:

Margaret Philippson

Printing and distribution: Daniels Printing Craftsmen
Tel: (08) 9204 6800 danielspc.com.au

Notes for Contributors

Eastern Great Egret in breeding
plumage, Herdsman Lake. Notice
the bright green facial skin in the
closeup and the erectile plumes
down the back. Photos by Ian
Wallace

The Editors request contributors to note:
• WABN publishes material of interest to the WA Branch;
• contributions should be written or typed with double
spacing—a copy on disk or emailed would assist, especially
if in MSWord as a document without styles; do not embed
pictures or graphics in MS Word;
• contributions to be sent direct to the Editors, either at the
office or by email:
Sue Mather: suzannemather@bigpond.com
Allan Burbidge: allanb99@bigpond.net.au
• WABN uses BirdLife Australia recommended English names;
• except for Observations, contributions will be published
unless the contributor is informed to the contrary.
• Full Editorial Policy is in WABN 74:10-12
• WABN is not peer reviewed

Printing Deadlines (at the BirdLife WA Office)
March 2015 issue: 1 February
June 2015 issue: 1 May
September 2015 issue: 1 August
December 2015 issue: 1 November

Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 152 December 2014

Contents
4.

More on Aboriginal names

26. Notices

6.

Obituary

30. New members

7.

Letters to the Editors

7.

Observations

9.

BirdLife WA reports

9.

BirdLife WA projects

14. Naming of birds
16. Members’ contributions

31. Country branches
35. Excursion reports
40. Observatory report
41. Coming events
45. Crossword answers
46. Calendar of events

25. Crossword

Page 3

MORE ON ABORIGINAL BIRD NAMES
I was grateful for Robert Stranger’s interesting report in
WA Bird Notes 150 on birds in the Maylands/Bayswater
area, not only because it’s where I live, but also for
alerting me to Ian Abbott’s (2009) meticulous historical
research and compendium of Noongar bird names.
Several of the concerns Tony France subsequently
shared with the editors (France 2014) are adequately
put to rest by a careful reading of Abbott’s article. For
instance, Abbott explicitly explains the reasons for
differences between his word list and those of Serventy
and Whittell over five editions of their classic handbook
(1948 to 1976). Whereas Serventy and Whittell used
only 13 published and unpublished historical sources in
1962, with possibly a few more in the final two editions,
Abbott drew on 91. Consequently, with over 3200 records
of south-west names for 177 bird species, Abbott was
bound to draw different conclusions to the handbook
authors whose final database included only 454 names
for 164 species.

a long list here); use of European eponym disregarding
pre-existing Noongar name (Baudin’s Black-Cockatoo,
etc.), five or more syllables (Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike)
and unwarranted assumption of superiority of nonAboriginal names over Noongar names (baza, crake, etc,
etc).
Only a few Australian birds have Indigenous common
names, e.g. Brolga, boobook, currawong, corella,
Budgerigar, with none from Western Australia. In contrast
to south-west mammals (Chuditch, Numbat, Quenda,
Quokka, Woylie) no south-west Aboriginal bird names are
routinely used by non-Aboriginal people today (Abbott
2009: 214-215). This is in spite of the fact that in 1872,
as Abbott reminds us (p.224), the Surveyor General in
what was later to become WA, formally directed that
Aboriginal names be recorded and used as appropriate.
France’s (2014) letter to the editors mentions two place
names as evidence of Noongar occupation, an interesting
indication of how invisible a language can become
through familiarity. In fact, most of the place names
ending with –up, -in, and –ing in the south-west, and
some others, are probably authentic Noongar names.
Interestingly, Abbott (p.224) notes that Carbunup,
Chittering, Corackerup Creek,
Cowaramup, Dongolocking,
Dowerin, Gnowangerup,
Karrakatta, Kellerberrin,
Wagerup and Wagin all
immortalise in some way bird
names that predated European
incursion into the south-west.

Although France comments several times on Stranger’s
use of Aboriginal names, Stranger clearly states his
debt to Abbott in this regard. It is not quite the case,
however (as Stranger may seem to imply) that Abbott’s
final choices of names all came from the manuscripts of
John Gilbert (employed by John
Gould 1839-1942 for his Birds
of Australia project). Abbott
explains that he gave primacy
to records by Gilbert and eight
other early ornithologists, but
also took into account such
criteria as how consistently a
So why have authentic
particular name appeared in the
Australian names not
historical records, how widely
been used more widely by
it was used, the number of
ornithologists or remained in
syllables and its euphony. On
common usage where they
this last point we might note that
were once known? There are
all languages are euphonious to
several probable reasons
their speakers. What Abbott and
I will consider briefly after
others mean is that the name
pausing first to compare the
should be easy for monolingual
situation with that of Māori.
speakers of English to say and
In 1994 the Privy Council in
Blue-breasted Fairy-wren, Eyre Bird Observatory
remember, an understandable
the UK ruled that the 1840
(if ethnocentric) point of view.
(see report, p40). Photo by Keith Lightbody
Treaty of Waitangi required
Speakers of other languages
ongoing New Zealand
feel similarly about English.
government responsibility for preserving the language.
Abbott (2009:215) justifiably wants to promote the use
No such treaty was ever negotiated in Australia. And in
of Noongar bird names in the south-west in both official
1987 Māori had already been accorded the status of an
and popular usage as “a tribute to the original inhabitants official language, alongside English and New Zealand
and … a modest contribution to racial reconciliation”. It’s
Sign Language (Wikipedia: Māori language). None of
not as though many common names currently in use
Australia’s original 250 languages have ever been granted
are necessarily better. As someone who can never say
that status. Compare also BirdLife Australia’s website
‘shrike-thrush’ without embarrassing herself, I’d agree.
with that of New Zealand’s Forest and Bird organisation
The name is neither euphonious nor sensible, though
which includes on its Kiwi Conservation Club for children
very English. In Table 5 (p.273) Abbott lists a range
website a list of 59 Māori bird names, five of which
of shortcomings of many current common names with
have no English equivalents (Kaka, Kākāpo, Kea, Kiwi,
several examples in most categories. I’ll give one or two
and Takahē) while Pūkeko is the only name many New
as follows: redundant inclusion of ‘bird’ (bristlebird);
Zealanders know for a beautiful stately bird also found in
vagueness (whistler); contrived/artificial construction
our own wetlands.
(emu-wren); phylogenetic incorrectness (shrike-thrush);
Why not devise a list of Aboriginal names for the whole
tweeness (Willy Wagtail, fairy-wren); inaccuracy (little
state or even the whole country? Compared with New
(size) vs red (colour of wattle) wattlebird); duplication of
Zealand, which has a less complex linguistic heritage,
generic name (Gerygone); English translation of generic
being occupied comparatively recently by human
name (pelican), or of specific epithet (Black Swan, etc. —
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More on Aboriginal bird names, ctd.
beings, Australia’s estimated 250 Australian languages
in 1788 are far more ancient and diverse. The situation
is akin to that of Europe, Asia or Africa, each with
their many distinctly different languages and dialects
of those languages. In Australia, most languages have
multiple overlapping dialects (Noongar had at least 12),
although speakers generally accord their own dialects
the status of separate languages. Thieberger (1987)
offers a preliminary list of 72 such languages from
seven language groups south of the Kimberley. These
include two robust post-contact languages, Kriol and
Aboriginal English, spoken today by large numbers of
children. Noongar is in the Pama-Nyungan language
family which stretches across the continent to Cape York
and comprises 80% of Australian languages. Pama is the
word for person in many North Queensland languages,
while Nyungar, or Noongar, does similar service in the
south-west. Features of grammar and vocabulary overlap
to some degree across these thousands of kilometres, but
without general mutual intelligibility, just as with other
related languages like French and Spanish or German and
English. Within a language group, speakers of Australian
languages usually understand and often speak more than
one dialect, their parents often speaking different dialects
in the home.
Abbott was wise, therefore, to delimit his specific
advocacy of Australian names to what was basically
one language region, the south-west. For instance,
he justifiably recommends Wetj for general use
(pronounced wetch and sometimes also written and
pronounced Waitch). But in the Pilbara many Aboriginal
children (e.g. around Roebourne where Yindjibarndi and
related languages are spoken) confidently refer to the
same large flightless bird as Jarnkurna. (Smythe and
Thieberger 1994: 224: these authors list 43 Yindjibarndi
bird names). In the central desert regions the same bird
is widely known as Karlaya, e.g. in Ngaanyatjarra (Glass
and Newbery 1988).
Abbott (2009:225) considers “the quest for one
vernacular name for each species … an unnecessary
duplication of Latin binomials”. He points out that
different common names are used in different European
languages without any being regarded as more correct
than any other. He expresses concern about the way
globalised uniformity has the potential to duplicate the
role of the Latin names. Following Fulton (2001) he
supports the use of colloquial regional names in Australia.
To work to bring this about in the south-west is certainly
worthwhile in the context of increased appreciation
of Noongar people’s right to recognition following
the historic Single Noongar Land Claim (South West
Aboriginal Land and Sea Council (SWALSC), Host & Owen
(2009).
With Abbott’s comprehensive list of names and detailed
documentation of how he developed it now available
for use as a starting point, BirdLife Western Australia is
in a good position to approach SWALSC for discussions
about how to proceed in recognising and incorporating
Aboriginal bird names into ornithology and birdwatching.
There are many issues that will require further
discussion and negotiation. For instance, Abbott uses
an orthography (writing and spelling system) based on
Whitehurst (1992) and developed in part on the basis
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of earlier discussion between Noongars, but discussions
continue to this day and alternatives are also used. As
an example, Abbott prefers Djitidjiti, but the Anglicised
spelling Chitty Chitty is used by some Noongar people
and their friends (e.g. Hancock 2014). Ask yourself what
cheeky little black and white bird makes this call and you
may find you prefer its original Noongar name, however
spelt, to its “twee” English counterpart.
Why are orthographies of previously unwritten languages
so often contentious? One reason is the belief that
familiar alphabets are intuitively appropriate for other
languages. This is not so. The term ‘phonetics’ is also
often misused in this context. Phonetic notation attempts
to record all the heard sounds in a stream of speech,
regardless of their contributions to meaning. By contrast,
modern orthographies aim for a one-to-one relationship
between phonemes (units that make a contrastive
difference to meaning in the sound system of a language)
and symbols (e.g. alphabet letters). The letters p and
b represent sounds that make a difference to meaning
in English (e.g. pin/bin). But two such letters are not
required for most Australian languages because the
sounds they represent are interchangeable and make no
difference to the meanings of words.
Compare the retroflex r sound heard in many American
pronunciations of ‘card’. This sound does make a
meaning difference in many Australian languages,
although irrelevant in English where it’s just a difference
of regional pronunciation. Noongar, like many other
Australian languages, originally had four retroflex sounds
(where the tongue is turned back while making t, n, l
or r-like sounds) (Douglas 1976). To suggest, as Abbott
(2009: 222) does, that retroflexives should not be
represented in Noongar bird names because they may be
difficult to say and read is similar to recommending that
the aspirated sounds represented by p, t, and k (made
with a puff of breath) in the English alphabet should be
discarded as too difficult to make. Imagine the difference
if b, d and g were to replace all instances of p, t, and k
respectively in English written language. All languages
in use change over time. Retroflexives may fall away
of their own accord now Noongars rely on English as
their primary language, but to ignore them in classical
versions of Noongar recorded by early visitors and
European residents in WA is to artificially force changes
in pronunciation to the point where the name allocated to
a bird species today may be a totally different word from
that originally collected. Clearly, Noongars would need to
have a say in this.
In spite of potential challenges, we should definitely
proceed with initiatives to recognise and use Noongar
bird names in consultation with Noongar organisations.
Hancock’s piece cited above is one of a delightful series of
popular articles featuring an informative mix of Noongar
bird lore and descriptive details about a range of southwest species. They provide an example of a respectful
approach to Aboriginal classical knowledge and beliefs
from the ancient past. As Hancock says, “These stories
are important because they are not imports from Europe,
America or Asia, but stories that originated right here in
WA and have a rightful place in our heritage.” Noongar
language, as the original carrier of those stories, is also
an integral part of Western Australia’s cultural heritage.
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Obituary: Martin Copley
Western Australia in particular owes much to Martin
Copley who died in July this year. Founding the Australian
Wildlife Conservancy in 1999, Martin enthused and
encouraged wildlife conservation throughout Australia
but particularly for BirdLife WA, in the south-west of the
state. Whilst the focus of AWC has been on mammals,
by securing and protecting this group of species, the
conservation actions for Australian birds have also been
positive. BirdLife WA works closely with AWC through

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper, Neale
Breakaway, Great Victoria Desert (see
report, p19). Photo by John Litherland
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volunteers surveying annually the four south-west
properties managed by the organisation.
From the initial 275 ha Karakamia, AWC nationally has
grown to include 23 sanctuaries covering more than 3
million hectares. Tim Flannery, an AWC board member,
describes Martin as a “man of huge moral worth who
deserves sanctification” for his achievements.
Sue Mather

Western Yellow Robin eating a skink. The
skink’s tail has been eaten and the robin is
engaged in more vigorous pounding (see
report, p23). Photo by S. Fryc
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Letters to the Editors
Dear Editors
Spotted Pardalote
I have a 35 hectare property on South West Highway
near Balingup. The farm includes about 7 hectares of
water distributed over about 24 ponds. I have been
largely cat free for 20 years and dog and cattle free
for about ten years and have baited foxes continuously
throughout the year for about 20 years. As a result
I have a reasonably diverse range of birds and other
animals including native fish.

under the pavers for a number of years. One bird was
interested in a number of coats on the coat rack by
the back door. I was standing beside it within half a
metre and was totally ignored whilst it moved up and
down the coats, flying more like an elevator and flying
straight forward or straight backward as it conducted its
investigation before disappearing into the coats.
I just thought that I should place this observation on
record in case you are interested.
Ron Robertson
"Woodlands of Balingup"

I have Simon Neville’s Birds of Western Australia and
some other reference books.
My reason for making contact is that I have not noticed
any reference to the Spotted Pardalote being able to
fly backwards. I guess general folklore states that the
Hummingbird is the only bird with this capability.
I often see pardalotes at this time of the year when they
are nesting and as you are aware they totally disregard
people. If they are busy pulling crushed bark from the
driveway you have to stop the vehicle and wait for them
to finish what they are doing.
My experience with the backwards flying was on my
paved back verandah where I had a pair nesting

Dear Editors
Bird species on a reserve
Brendon Trappe (Letters, WABN 150: 5) has made some
very interesting observations in a reserve near his home.
Also of interest and value would be a list of ALL the
species that occur in the reserve and in and/or around
his home. Also desirable would be notes on each species
such as he gives in his letter and an indication as to
whether they are resident, migrant visitors or vagrants.
Robert Stranger

Observations
This list has been compiled by the WA
Records Officer with input from the
WA Records Committee. Metropolitan
suburbs or shires are in parentheses.
Please report interesting observations
the WA Records Officer, John Graff
(wasightings@birdlife.org.au) or to
the BirdLife WA office (9383 7749).
Sightings are included on the BirdLife
WA sightings page (http://birdswa.
org.au/sightings.htm) as soon as
possible, and the most interesting
are selected for inclusion in the next
WABN.

In the south-west, most notable
records involved seabirds blown
in by winter storms, particularly
Fairy Prion and Blue Petrel
found beachwashed close to Perth.
Single intermediate and dark/
dark-intermediate ‘morph’ Softplumaged Petrels were seawatched
from Cape Naturaliste to add to the
growing number of records of these
forms off the WA coast. A count of
100+ Soft-plumaged Petrels from
Cape Naturaliste was also notably
high.

Highlights
Another relatively quiet quarter
through winter and early spring,
with the major highlights coming
from the north, led by a Crested
Honey-buzzard near Broome in
early September. A Dollarbird
previously reported in WABN 151
continued to be reported until at
least early August near Chinaman
Pool at Carnarvon. A further wellphotographed Dusky Honeyeater
record was submitted belatedly
following the report in the previous
edition of WABN.

METROPOLITAN (UBD
Street Directory)
Mute Swan – 2, 06-18/09/14
then 1, 26/09-03/10/14,
Alfred Cove (Attadale) – PS et
al. (possible ‘escapees’ from
Northam population; photographs
indicate that at least one bird
is a different individual to those
reported last year)
Freckled Duck – up to 47, 29/0710/08/14, Herdsman Lake
(Herdsman) – BB, MP et al. (high
count for recent years; see also
WABN 150-151)
Blue Petrel – 1 beachwashed,
28/07/14, North Fremantle
(North Fremantle) – via CL
(rarely reported in WA)
Fairy Prion – 1 beachwashed
(dead), 12/08/14, Pyramids
Beach (Dawesville) – CL (rarely
reported in WA; photographs)

Black Swan and Mute Swan,
Alfred Cove. Photo by Peter
Sandilands
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Prion sp. – 2 beachwashed (taken
into care); suspected 1 Broadbilled and 1 Salvin’s, 23/07/14,
Perth area – via CL (rarely
reported alive in WA)
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Observations, ctd
Intermediate Egret – 1, 18/07/14,
North Lake (North Lake) –
JN (rare in the south-west;
photographs; see also WABN
151)
Common Noddy – 1, 08/09/14,
Woodman Point (Munster)
– MC (south of usual range;
photographs)
Sooty Tern – 1 beachwashed
(alive), Floreat Beach (Floreat)
– SR (south of usual range;
photographs)
Scarlet Robin – 1, 03/10/14, Lake
Monger (Glendalough) – GB (rare
this close to the Perth CBD)

SOUTH WEST (Shark Bay to
Cape Arid)
Freckled Duck – 15, 20/09/14,
Bokarup Swamp (Cranbrook) –
PT & RF (high count for last 5-10
years)
Soft-plumaged Petrel – 100+,
24/05/14, Cape Naturaliste
(Busselton) – DM & PB (high
count from shore)
Soft-plumaged Petrel
(intermediate/dark ‘morphs’)
– 1 dark/dark intermediate,
24/05/14, Cape Naturaliste
(Busselton) – DM & PB * 1
intermediate, 07/09/14, Cape
Naturaliste (Busselton) – JG
(intermediate and dark birds
rarely reported; apparently
regular off WA)

KIMBERLEY

OBSERVERS

CRESTED HONEY-BUZZARD – 1,
02/09/14, Nimalaica claypan
(Broome) – GS (rare vagrant
to Australia; subject to BARC
acceptance)

BB = Bill Betts
BR = Bill Rutherford
CL = Craig Lester
DM = Dan Mantle
GB = Graham Burwood
GC = Geof Christie
GS = George Swann
JG = John Graff
JN = John Newnham
KW = Karen Willshaw
LG = Les George
LZ = Liz Znidersic
MC = Martin Cake
MP = Matthew Pudovskis
PB = Plaxy Barratt
PJ = Pam Jones
PS = Peter Spragg
PT = Peter Taylor
RF = Rose Ferrell
RJ = Ross Jones
RP = Robyn Pickering
SR = Steve Reynolds

DUSKY HONEYEATER – 1, 08/12,
Mirima (Hidden Valley) National
Park (Wyndham-East Kimberley)
– BB (few well documented
records in WA; photographs)

COCOS (KEELING) ISLANDS
Eurasian Teal – 1, 05-07/14, Becek
Besar – GC & PJ (rare vagrant
to Australian territory; see also
previous editions of WABN)
Nest Swiftlet sp. (prob. Ediblenest) – 1, 21/05/14 and 31/0512/06/14, Home Island – GC & PJ
(vagrant to Australian territory;
all-dark swiftlets are notoriously
difficult to identify with certainty
but likely taxon is Edible-nest;
photographs; subject to BARC
acceptance)
Chinese Pond Heron – 1, 21/05/14,
West Island – KW * 1, 05/0626/07/14, Home Island – GC,
PJ et al. (vagrant to Australian
territory; photographs; subject to
BARC acceptance)
Javan Pond Heron – 1, 10/07/14,
Home Island – GC & PJ
(vagrant to Australian territory;
photographs; subject to BARC
acceptance)

Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater – 1,
30/08/14, BirdLife WA excursion
at Wambyn Nature Reserve
(York) RP et al. (outside usual
range)

Black Bittern – 1 nominate
subspecies, 08/10/14, West
Island – LZ (vagrant to Cocos;
nominate subspecies vagrant to
Australian territory; photographs)

ARID ZONE

Pallid Cuckoo – 1, 26/05-01/07/14,
Beacon Heights – GC & PJ (1st
record for Cocos; photographs)

Brolga – 2, 03/10/14, Bullara
Station (Carnarvon) – RJ (outside
usual range; photographs)
Black Falcon – 1, 03/10/14, 2 km
north of Minilya Roadhouse
(Carnarvon) – RJ (rare in WA;
photographs)
DOLLARBIRD – 1, 30/07-07/10/14,
Gascoyne River just east of
Chinaman Pool (Carnarvon)
– RJ, LG et al. (rare south of
Kimberley; photographs; see also
WABN 151)
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Gouldian Finch,
Mornington (see also
pp2 and 18). Photo by
Dusty Millar

PURPLE-BACKED (DAURIAN)
STARLING – 1, 11-12/08/14,
golf course – GC & PJ (rare
vagrant to Australian territory;
photographs; subject to BARC
acceptance)

Splendid Fairy--wren, Mt Gibson
(see report, p10). Photo by John
McMullan
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BirdLife WA reports
CHAIR’S REPORT
Bird conservation advocacy
A major event during the last quarter was the release of
the Great Cocky Count report and the associated media.
We have also been assisting the Mandurah Peel Bird
Branch to amplify the major submission they put together
for the Perth Peel Strategic Assessment. We have also
been doing what we can (which isn’t much in reality) to
constrain further permanent habitat loss from mining in
the Great Western Woodlands.
Funded projects
The spring surveys in the Great Western Woodlands have
been keeping a number of members and other volunteer
observer busy through October. The GWW survey is now
into the analysis and reporting phase for the currently
funded program. The EC (Executive Committee), National
Office and the GWW sub-committee are now addressing
the urgent need to provide continuity for this program, as
well as funding other Western Australian projects.
A new Black Cockatoo Project Officer, Matt Byrne, has
been appointed to meet a variety of grant commitments
we have in relation to black cockatoos.
Getting out there
One of the priorities of the current EC has been to
improve engagement with regional bird branches. The
Chair has made recent visits to Margaret River to meet
with folks from the Cape to Cape Branch and to Geraldton
to meet with the Mid-west Branch. Members of the
Mid-west Branch have been helping with early season
surveillance monitoring of the seabird colonies on Rat
Island to support a citizen science project run by the
Conservation Council (WA) and the Northern Agricultural
Catchment Council.

Recent field trips have also seen members engaged in
the Gondwana Link program at Balijup (in the Forest to
Stirlings section) and Chingarrup (Fitz-Stirling section).
Our skilled observers have also been out there doing
rangeland surveys and bird monitoring at Mt Gibson
Station, Faure Island (Australian Wildlife Conservancy)
and Charles Darwin Reserve (Bush Heritage Australia).
It is anticipated that BirdLife WA will increasingly be
partnering with non-government land-management
conservation organisations.
Important Bird Areas (IBAs)
There is an international expectation that BirdLife
Australia will take responsibility for monitoring and
reporting on listed IBAs in Australia and consequently
that BirdLife WA will somehow cover the 70+ locations
identified so far in Western Australia. The Research subcommittee is now considering what we can do, given the
absence of resources for such a task at the national and
local level. The first step is likely to be a filtering process
to identify IBAs with sufficient recent information for
reporting, those that could be reported on with targeted
volunteer monitoring programs and those that can’t be
reported on with current resources.
National Bird Week
The WA Branch organised an opening event day for
National Bird Week at Bold Park on Sunday 19 October.
The event, which included a range of presentations and
activities, was reasonably successful given the short leadin period. However, if this is to be an annual showcase
event for BirdLife it will probably necessitate a WA
organising group working early in 2015.
Nic Dunlop

BIRDLIFE WA PROJECTS
Great Western Woodlands project: Helena
and Aurora Ranges
In late September our tour group of 18 ‘birdos’ and
botanists spent six days in part of the Great Western
Woodlands, some 150 km north of Southern Cross.
During our three-night camp on the north-east side of
Bungalbin Hill, we observed 48 bird species with nine
honeyeater species including Brown-headed, Whitefronted and Yellow-plumed. Each night one or more
Southern Boobooks called repeatedly and each morning
we heard an Australian Owlet-nightjar call as it settled
back in its hollow for the day. Twice we had a pair of
Chestnut Quail-thrush coming around the edge of our
camp to forage in the leaf litter. Hooded and Yellow
Robins were recorded in areas nearby.
We continued to a one-night camp at Mount Manning
where 18 species were recorded. On the way we called
into Pittosporum Rock at midday where a couple of
us were lucky enough to see a pair of Scarlet-chested
Parrots not far from the waterhole.
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Our next one-night camp in the Die Hardy Ranges was
in Gimlet woodland where we recorded 27 species in a
short time and watched Varied Sittella, Jacky Winter and
Striated Pardalote in the tall eucalypts.
In three separate locations we had good views of Squaretailed Kites circling overhead. At Lake Deborah East two
Major Mitchell’s Cockatoos were seen.
On our return journey to Perth we called at Baladjie
Rock where some watched Western Yellow Robins while
a Peregrine Falcon, agitated by the presence of campers,
flew over the trees in circles making loud calls.
Our total species count for this Great Western Woodlands
area was 68. We all came away impressed by the beauty
and diversity of this area, especially the Helena and
Aurora Ranges, and promised to do what we can to see it
is preserved.
Diane Beckingham
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BirdLife WA projects, ctd
Mount Gibson Wildlife Sanctuary survey,
15-18 September

White-fronted and Brown Honeyeaters were the most
numerous of the 13 honeyeater species seen, which
included Purple-gaped, Tawny-crowned, Spiny-cheeked
and Brown-headed. The only fairy-wren we saw was the
Blue-breasted. Seven raptor species were recorded,
including Brown Goshawk, Brown and Peregrine Falcons.
Parrots were not numerous — Galah, Purple-crowned
Lorikeet, Australian Ringneck
and Western Rosella were the
ones seen. Around our campsite
we ticked Red-capped Robin,
Inland and Yellow-rumped
Thornbill and Southern Boobook
which was heard at night.

Four members attended this survey and campout which
was not quite as many as hoped for, possibly due to
some inaccurate information being given out beforehand.
Nevertheless all the required surveys were carried out
with a total of 41 species being
recorded at the various sites.
A few down on last year but
there was a bonus of a new
species being recorded for Mount
Gibson, the Blue-breasted Fairywren. In between surveys we
had ample time for some extra
birding and finished up with 68
species, almost the same as last
year. Crested Bellbirds seemed
to be everywhere as were
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeaters and
Rufous Whistlers. Some of the
more uncommon birds that crop
up here most years were also
seen, including Major Mitchell’s
Feral-proof fence, Mt Gibson (see also p8).
Cockatoo, Regent Parrot, Mulga
Parrot and Malleefowl.
Photo by Peter White
As usual we were well looked
after by the AWC staff with a
welcoming BBQ, a farewell BBQ and some guided tours
around this interesting sanctuary. During the last 12
months the feral proof fence has been completed and a
spectacular sight it is, running for a total of 43 km. I’d
like to extend many thanks to all members and AWC staff
for a very enjoyable few days.
Peter White
(Editors' note: Mt Gibson is leased to and managed by
the Australian Wildlife Conservancy (AWC). BirdLife WA
has agreed to conduct the bird surveys on their four
south-west properties on a regular basis.)

Great Western Woodlands project:
Frank Hann and Peak Charles campout —
27 September to 3 October
Have you ever seen a Shy Heathwren, a Gilbert’s
Whistler, a Chestnut Quail-thrush or an Australian
Bustard? If not, then your next outing must be to join
us on one of the Great Western Woodlands surveys, held
twice yearly.
Our group of seven led by Andrew and Jill Hobbs set out
for the Lillian Stokes Rock campsite in the Frank Hann
National Park which is an easy seven hour drive from
Perth, and accessible by two wheel drive vehicles. The
road beyond the campsite is 4WD only. The campsite had
shady trees, and numerous gnammas on the rock were
filled with water and tadpoles. There was a multitude
of flowers blooming, ranging from large banksias and
grevilleas to tiny mosses and succulents.
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After three nights we packed up
and moved on to Peak Charles
National Park where there is a
camp with toilets and a water
tank but no other facilities.
Cuckoos were ubiquitous. We
heard and saw Black-eared, Fantailed, Horsfield’s and Shining
Bronze. It was in this area that
some of us heard an alarm call
when pushing through the waist
high heath; and after a bit of
cautious spishing a male Shy
Heathwren popped into view,
followed by his female partner — a lifer for me. Along
the road we spotted a Malleefowl and a Chestnut Quailthrush. Later that evening at birdcall, when quite a few
refreshments had done the rounds, someone asked “Has
anyone seen a Potting Lardelote?”
We did not only look for birds — we found numerous
lizards, some with bright orange ‘GT stripes’ down
their sides; others with long barred tails. At least three
different types of tadpoles were seen — large, medium
and small, along with water beetles. A heath cockroach
and a round brown beetle were photographed. An
interesting find was made in some very muddy pools
in the wheel ruts along the road: 2 mm long yellow/
orange insects of which all one could see was a tiny oval
shell with swimmer legs protruding from one end. These
proved to be Ostracods or seed shrimp.
We recorded Emu, Australian Bustard, Rufous Treecreeper
and whistlers — the best sighting being on the very last
day when a Gilbert’s Whistler was heard in tall woodland
but could not be tracked down, but during the next
survey in much lower shrubland it was heard again and
finally seen. Another sighting of Shy Heathwren allowed
some of those who missed it first time around to tick it.
Final tally was a total of 72 birds seen and 22 sites
surveyed. The average number of species seen in the
heath was five, while the average in the tall eucalypt
woodland was 15. We had a great group of people,
enjoyed much laughter and had many wonderful
sightings.
Libby McGill
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Balijup Farm campout, Tenterden,
22-24 August
‘Balijup’ is a privately owned property near Tenterden,
Western Australia and is within the operational area
of the Gondwana Link Project. Nic Dunlop led six BWA
members and supporters in surveys of birds around the
diverse suite of wetlands and other sections of bushland
and vegetation on the property. There are at least 13
closed or open wetlands on the property, some of which
are affected by salinity and pH changes. The bird count
for the weekend was 60 species recorded on ‘Balijup’,
including a juvenile Brown Goshawk viewed at very close
quarters. Additional observations on Sunday morning
at Martagallup Swamps, about ten minutes’ drive south
of the property, added a further eight species to the
weekend count. The BWA surveys provided the first
citizen science bird surveys undertaken on Balijup and
will be repeated in future.
A significant
difference for
BWA participants
on this campout
was that the bird
surveys were one
of several activities
undertaken over the
same weekend, coordinated by Basil
Schur from Green
Skills Inc, Denmark
office in consultation
with the property’s
owners, the Hardacre
family. Enthusiastic
international
volunteers and
their support crew
from Australian
Conservation
Volunteers
Balijup Citizen Science
contributed to all
weekend, 24 August. Photos
of the weekend
activities.
by Basil Schur, Greenskills,
Environmental
Denmark
consultants, Steve
and Geraldine
Janicke, led aquatic sampling of the wetlands. They
also provided an opportunity for everyone to see the
aquatic specimens by setting up a microscope and
slides in the kitchen for general viewing on Saturday
evening. Preparation for feral-predator proof fencing
of a 110 hectare section of the property commenced
with installation of ten photopoints within the area to
be fenced. It was unanimously and enthusiastically
agreed that joining with other citizen science teams was
a positive experience for all of us. Evening bird counts
and daily review and planning sessions were held around
the lounge-room wood fire. The weekend provided
many opportunities to explore, discuss and learn more
about the challenges of conservation, rehabilitation and
protection of Balijup Farm.
Nola Kunnen
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National Bird Week, WA, 2014
National Bird Week was celebrated in Western Australia
with an opening event at the Ecology Centre in Bold
Park. This event covered an early morning bird walk,
followed by the official opening by the WA Branch Chair,
Nic Dunlop. The interesting talks that followed were Allan
Burbidge on the Western Ground Parrot, Jess Lee on
black-cockatoos, John Blyth on the bird species likely in
Perth suburban back yards, Liz Fox on the Great Western
Woodland project and Tony Jupp on the Kaarakin BlackCockatoo Rehabilitation Centre. Promotional tables were
set up including the ever popular Chasey the BlackCockatoo who was exceptionally well behaved.
The Photographic Exhibition attracted many visitors with
children keen
to identify birds
they knew or had
seen at home.
Children also had
the opportunity
to enter a bird
colouring in
competition.
Apart from the
walks at the
opening event,
two further bird
walks for the
general public,
one at Herdsman
Lake and one at
Lake Claremont,
were well
attended.
The Albany
Branch held
several events
including walks
and a talk
attended by more
than 50 people.

National Bird Week
Above: The Bird Photographic
Exhibition, Bold Park, Floreat.
Photo by Shapelle McNee
Below: Nic Dunlop presenting a
cheque on behalf of BWA to Allan
Burbidge representing the Friends
of the Western Ground Parrot.
Photo by Athena Georgiou (see
also p47)

Barrow Island
celebrated the
event with a late
afternoon bird
count enabling
people to
participate after
work.
It is planned to
make this an
annual event for
the WA Branch
with the aim of
trying to engage
more nonmembers and
raise community
awareness of
BirdLife.
Sue Mather

National Bird Week
Open Day, Bold Park, Floreat.
Photo by Athena Georgiou
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Rio Tinto Community
Birdwatch event at
Pannawonica
Maris Lauva and I were asked to
participate in Rio Tinto’s annual
community birdwatch event at
Pannawonica in the Pilbara on
Saturday 13 September. On
arrival on Friday we met Russell
Thomas, Environmental Advisor
and co-ordinator of the event.
Most of that afternoon was spent
exploring the picturesque Robe
River to familiarise ourselves with
the environment, weather and
the birds.

It was heartening to see the
dedication to conservation values
amongst the Rio environmental
team, which went way beyond
ticking the boxes.
Special thanks to all the
participants for making the day
so special. Thanks also to my
travelling companion, Maris,
for a fantastic effort organising
the binoculars, books and
presentation material as well as
carrying the bulky luggage and
to Mark Henryon from BirdLife
for the invitation to be involved.

On Saturday morning we
drove to Pannawonica Hill with
Brian Dalton, Environment
Superintendent, to meet up with Russell and his
colleague Larry Kerr organising the barbecue facilities
beside the river under the ancient melaleucas.

The morning program was divided into two sessions with
short talks in between. We split into two groups which
worked out perfectly as two families each with two young
children joined us for bird walks before and after morning
tea. The children amazed me with their identification
skills and enjoyed the colouring in exercise for which they
received prizes of field guides and binoculars.
As well as a BirdLife presentation, Brian spoke about
biodiversity, Russell gave a talk on freshwater and
estuarine fishes of the area and Larry presented details
on the Pilbara Olive Python and Northern Quoll.
A series of permanent pools along the Robe River provide
habitat for a variety of birdlife. At one large pool with
fringing reeds, an Australasian Grebe, Australasian
Darter, White-faced Heron and Australian Reed-warbler
were observed. Spinifex Pigeons walked down to the
pools to drink throughout the morning and a Painted
Finch was seen with large numbers of Zebra Finches.
Cockatiels and a Pallid Cuckoo were seen. A Red-browed
Pardalote and Grey-crowned Babblers were heard. The
walks were leisurely to accommodate the youngsters,
meaning we didn’t chase after the birds. Thirty species
were seen during the morning.
At lunchtime we were joined by another group of eager
participants and in the afternoon explored other areas
along the river. People were camped close to Gnerioora
Pool, therefore there were few waterbirds present,
but the variety of fish and the impressive scenery
compensated. A family of Variegated Fairy-wrens was
seen nearby with one bird carrying food. The last stop
was at Japanese Pool where Australian Reed-warblers
were numerous but no crakes were seen.
A big thank you to Rio Tinto for organising this event,
with special thanks to Brian Dalton, Russell Thomas and
Larry Kerr (the “Yellow Coated Miner”) for putting in a
great deal of work to ensure the day was good fun, ran
smoothly and we were all safe, especially with Debbie
present from the Pannawonica Volunteer Fire and Rescue.
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Christine Wilder

Birding on the Robe River, Pannawonica.
Photo by Christine Wilder

Darlington Arts Festival, November, 2014
Lovely, early summer weather had plenty of people
strolling around at this popular event, the longest running
free event of its kind in WA.
Cards and bric-a-brac sold well, and a lot of interest was
shown towards the three ‘still life’ birds.
Sunday’s lively
Red-tailed BlackCockatoo stole the
limelight. Many
thanks, Bob, for
bringing her, and
for having long
discussions with
various people.
Thanks of course,
too, to the many
volunteers, selling,
chatting and
informing, without
whom the BirdLife
WA stall simply
wouldn’t happen.

The BirdLife display,
Darlington. Photo by Stella
Stewart-Wynne
Stella Stewart-Wynne

(Ed.: This two-day event grossed $1367.00 for the
Branch, a great effort.)

“Secrets at Sunrise”
Through the South Coast Threatened Birds Recovery
Team, the Friends of the Western Ground Parrot have
teamed up with accomplished film-maker, Jennene Riggs
to assist her in producing a documentary about the race
against time to save our state’s rarest bird. Jennene,
who achieved international fame with the 2013 ABC TV
special: “The Search for the Ocean’s Super Predator”, has
already managed to film some footage — follow this link
vimeo.com/110141850 to watch some never-before-seen
video of the Western Ground Parrot.
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Once completed, it is intended to sell “Secrets at Sunrise”
to TV channels in Australia and overseas, introducing the
Western Ground Parrot to the world and using any profits
made from the documentary to support the Recovery
Project which includes a dedicated captive breeding
project starting at Perth Zoo. We are currently running
a crowd-funding project to obtain some funds to get the
project off the ground. If you want to support us, please
visit the following website to make your pledge: http://
pozible.com/wgpdoco
We would also like to take this opportunity and thank
BirdLife WA for their very generous donation of $5000 to
the Western Ground Parrot Rescue Fund.
Anne Bondin

Stirling Range Retreat spring walks, 2014
The BirdLife Western Australian Branch has now been
conducting walks at the Stirling Range Retreat over
the spring season for 14 years, and another successful
season has just been completed. This year’s season
began on 6 September and ended on 25 October.
The format is that a volunteer conducts bird walks
morning and afternoon each day for a week, and delivers

a Powerpoint presentation and talk on four evenings of
the week. The retreat collects a fee from each person
who goes on the walks and there is a small fee collected
from each person at the talks. The funds collected are
donated in full to BWA.
Having been involved in organising and conducting the
walks for the 14 years I have found them to be extremely
enjoyable, as have the volunteers. I must, here, thank
the volunteers for their enthusiasm and willingness to
help deliver a well appreciated service to the Stirling
Range Retreat.
From the BWA organisation’s point of view, the volunteers
have made a significant contribution to an excellent fund
raiser. Over the seven week season this year more than
$4000.00 was raised. We also had the opportunity to talk
to more than 160 people on the walks, and close to 200
at the presentations, to let them know more about the
birds in the south- west and the issues that BWA is trying
to address with both education and conservation.
If the current status of the Retreat remains, we will be
looking for volunteers for the 2015 spring season. The
plan for 2015 is for the walks to begin on 29 August and
continue until 31 October.
Clive Nealon

Naming of birds
Laridae – Noddies, Terns and
Gulls
Common Noddy – Anous stolidus. This poor bird has
three names all vilifying it as a very stupid creature. The
English word ‘noddy’ means a foolish person, while the Latin
anous also means foolish or without sense; while stolidus
(Latin) means stupid or insensible! These names possibly
arose as noddies are very trusting of humans and could
easily be approached and despatched with a club by early
seafarers short of fresh food. Also called the Greater Noddy.
Black Noddy – Anous minutus. The specific name minutus
means smaller. The Black Noddy is smaller than the Common
Noddy. Other name: White-capped Noddy which is a bit
confusing as all the noddies have white caps.
Lesser Noddy – Anous tenuirostris. The Lesser Noddy’s
specific name refers to the slender bill – tenuis, thin and
rostrum, bill. The bill is noticeably longer and more slender
than that of the Common Noddy.
White Tern – Gygis alba. The name tern is thought to
have come from the old English word ‘stern’. There is only
one representative of this genus in the world. The White Tern
is completely white – hence the Latin name alba meaning
white. I have not been able to find a precise meaning for
gygis in either Greek or Latin which may explain why Fraser
and Gray describe it as a “mystery bird”. Another name is
White Noddy.
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Bridled Tern – Onychoprion anaethetus. The name
‘bridled’ is from the black line running from the base of the
beak back through the eye to the nape. The specific name is
thought to be a mis-spelling from Greek anaisthetos meaning
without sensation – the same meaning from which the word
‘anaesthetic’ comes. The prefix onycho- refers to nails or
claws while the -prion part refers to the birds of that name,
but I have not been able to find out why the Bridled Tern
should be called in Latin “claws or nails like a prion without
sensation”!
Sooty Tern – Onychoprion fuscata. Fuscata means
‘dusky’ referring to the dark upper parts of this bird.
Also called the Wideawake or Wideawake Tern due to the
incessant calls from a colony of these birds.
Little Tern – Sternula albifrons. The word sternula is the
diminutive form of sterna for tern. The Latin specific name
means little white-fronted tern, from Latin albus, white and
frons, forehead. The smallest tern in this area. Also called a
Sea-swallow – a term often used for all terns.
Fairy Tern – Sternula nereis. The specific name comes
from Nereia, a sea-nymph, who was the daughter of the
sea-god Nereus. His sons were referred to as sea-monsters!
It was also called Little Tern but the name was changed to
prevent confusion with the previous species.
Gull-billed Tern – Gelochelidon nilotica. This tern has
a bill shaped somewhat like the bill of a gull – giving rise to
the name Gull-billed. Gelochelidon comes from Greek gelao,
laugh, and khelidon, a swallow. Hence a ‘laughing swallow’!
The type specimen was collected in Egypt which explains the
specific name, for the Nile River.
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Naming of birds
Caspian Tern – Hydroprogne caspia. A large and easily
identified tern. Hydroprogne comes from Greek hudro
meaning water and procne, a swallow. Thus a 'water
swallow'. An apt name when one thinks of the flight of a
tern. Caspia is a reference to the Caspian Sea where the
type specimen was obtained. Another name for this bird was
Powerful Tern.

The specific name pacificus (Latin) meaning ‘peaceful’ could
also refer to the Pacific Ocean. This is not very apt as this
bird occurs around the southern coasts of Australia in the
Southern, Pacific and Indian Oceans; and it is also not a
particularly peaceful species. Other name – Mollyhawk. (Not
to be confused with the term Mollymawk, referring to the
smaller albatrosses.)

Whiskered Tern – Chlidonias hybrida. Chlidonias,
another mis-spelling, presumably comes from Greek
khelidon - a swallow or swallow-like, again referring to the
dipping flight of terns. The specific name hybrida means
hybrid – possibly referring to the similarities between the
Whiskered and the Black Terns. Also called a Marsh Tern.

Lesser Black-backed Gull – Larus fuscus. This rare
vagrant’s specific name comes from Latin fuscus meaning
dusky. The term Lesser refers to its smaller size when
compared with the similar Great Black-backed Gull which
occurs alongside it in Europe.

White-winged Black Tern – Chlidonias leucopterus.
From Greek leucopteros – leukos, white and pteron, wing.
Anyone who has seen large flocks of these terns in full
breeding plumage turning and swooping over a wetland with
their snow white wings contrasting with the pitch black body
will know just how apt this name is.
Roseate Tern – Sterna dougallii. In breeding plumage
the Roseate Tern has a beautiful, delicate pink flush to the
belly. The specific name dougallii comes from a Dr Peter
McDougall who collected the first specimen to be described.
By convention the Mc in a name is usually Latinised to mac
in the specific name. However in this case the Mc seems
to have been dropped completely when the name was
Latinised.
White-fronted Tern – Sterna striata. The name ‘whitefronted’ refers to this tern’s forehead. Striata comes from
Latin stria which means a narrow groove or thin line – when
first described a juvenile bird with streaked and speckled
plumage was used.
Black-naped Tern – Sterna sumatrana. In breeding
plumage the Black-naped Tern has a black band from the
eyes back around the nape of the neck where it widens. The
Latin name means Sumatran Tern, after the type locality.
Common Tern – Sterna hirundo. Hirundo is Latin for
swallow hence ‘swallow tern’. The graceful flight and the long
wings and forked tail remind one of a swallow.
Arctic Tern – Sterna paradisaea. It is not clear why this
bird should be named paradise tern.
Antarctic Tern – Sterna vittata. Vittata in Latin means a
ribbon or band and refers to the white line between the black
head and the grey neck described by Gmelin in 1789.
Lesser Crested Tern – Thalasseus bengalensis.
Thalasseus is Greek for fisherman. Bengalensis comes from
the type locality – the coasts of India. Also sometimes
referred to as Indian Tern.
Crested Tern – Thalasseus bergii. Named after the
German collector K Bergius who collected the type specimen.
Other names include Swift Tern (used in Africa), Yellow-billed
Tern (which is an apt name) and Greater Crested Tern.
Pacific Gull – Larus pacificus. The genus name Larus was
given by Linnaeus. According to Fraser and Grey it comes
from Latin larus and Greek laros meaning ‘ravenous seabird’.
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Kelp Gull – Larus dominicanus. The specific name is
a reference to the black and white garments worn by the
Dominican monks in Latin America where the type specimen
comes from.
Also called Dominican Gull and Southern Black-backed Gull.
Black-tailed Gull – Larus crassirostris. Another rare
vagrant. The name crassirostris comes from Latin crassus
– thick, and rostrum – bill, although this bird’s bill is not
as thick or heavy as the bill of the Pacific Gull. Also called
Japanese Gull occurring as it does around Japan; and Thickbilled Gull.
Laughing Gull – Leucophaeus atricilla. The genus name
comes from Greek leucos, white and phaios, dusky or grey
– white and grey. The specific name comes from Latin ater,
black and cilla, tail. The ‘white and grey bird with a black
tail’. The problem is that this vagrant has a white tail! This
misnaming was presumably a slip-up by Linnaeus.
Franklin’s Gull – Leucophaeus pipixcan. The specific
name comes from a native Mexican language called
Nahuatl and is believed to be the name of the bird in that
language. Franklin’s Gull breeds in the prairie marshes of
North America and Canada and migrates to western South
America. It has been widely recorded in Africa and Australia
as a vagrant.
Silver Gull – Chroicocephalus novaehollandiae. The
Greek word chroa means colour while the -cephalus part
refers to the head. Thus a ‘seabird with a coloured head’.
Only the juvenile has a slightly coloured head. The specific
name is the old name for Australia – New Holland.
Black-headed Gull – Chroicocephalus ridibundus.
Ridibundus is Latin for laughing. There is a fair amount of
confusion in the English names for gulls. Here we have the
Black-headed Gull which in Latin is the Laughing Gull while
the Laughing Gull (see above) in Latin is the Black-tailed
Gull when in fact its tail is white; and the Black-tailed Gull in
Latin is the Thick-billed Gull! Whew.
Sabine’s Gull – Xema sabini. This genus name is another
mystery – see White Tern (Gygis) above. Xema does not
mean anything in Latin or Greek and Leach who named the
bird in 1819 gave no explanation. Sabine’s Gull is named
for Sir Edward Sabine who was President of the British
Royal Society. He collected it on one of his numerous Arctic
expeditions.
Monticola
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Members’ contributions
Birds in flight —The glorious REd-capped Parrot

I am fortunate in having Red-capped Parrots as daily
visitors. My house is surrounded by large Marri trees
(Corymbia calophylla) which provide the staple diet of
this bird. This well fledged female came towards me,
providing a fine view and an excellent flight posture.
‘Redcaps’ graze singly or in small groups.

‘Redcaps’ keep in touch with a scratchy sound like
“Chu! Chu!” which can be heard for some distance
and they tend to disappear quickly at any human
intervention. The male bird to the left was shot
at 1/2000 sec. at f5 on ISO 400, displaying its rich
variety of colour, whereas the bird above was only
shot at 1/160 at f13 and ISO 2000. My experience is
generally to maintain about 1/2000 or higher for sharp
reproduction.

The final picture demonstates a bird at 1/3200 sec.
at f13 and an ISO of 2500. While ‘Redcaps’ revel
in Marri nuts, they will also take sustenance from
casuarina fruit. This bird had just dallied among a
casuarina grove below our property, and then took a
breathtaking dive. My task was to record its dive and I
could hardly believe this image waiting for me on my
computer screen.
‘Redcaps’ routinely ‘burrow’ into the mass of branches,
finding a particular nut or fruit which is seen to be a
treat. Nevertheless, in a split second they will be 50 m
away and swooping away for another treat.
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Birds in flight —The glorious REd-capped Parrot,

CTD

A ‘Redcap’, ‘loping’ along, skirting leaves and
branches. That massive tough beak is only equalled
by the much larger black-cockatoos.
Typically held high wings: not swift like a falcon, no
long journeys to achieve in an ordinary day.
Down by Lesmurdie Falls with plenty of Marri trees
heavily-laden with fruit. The richest of primary
colours break forth from its plumage such that a clear
view of a Red-capped Parrot can last a life time.
And when you’re right under it and wings are spread,
it is superb.
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Photos and captions by Roger Smith.

Roger Smith
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COUNTING FINCHES AT
MORNINGTON WILDLIFE
SANCTUARY
We had to assemble at 4:00 am. That meant getting up
in the dark. Having assembled, we were taken to our
survey points, usually getting there just as it started
getting light. Markers helped us locate our individual
survey points, each of which was a watering hole. We
then settled down to count, identify and record all
the seed eating birds that drank at the watering hole
between 5:30 am and 7:30 am. We were then collected
and taken back to camp for a very welcome breakfast.
The survey routine was repeated next morning and
the following morning and the following morning. Each
morning we went to a different area. With about 25
observers we must have covered about a hundred
watering points on the property. This was the annual
bird census on Mornington Wildlife Sanctuary, taking
place during September when many of the birds’ usual
watering holes had dried and the birds had fewer places
to use. For the rest of the day we were free to do as we
wished, but being in the upper reaches of the Fitzroy
River catchment area, 88 km south of the Gibb River
Road and daytime temperatures approaching 40 degrees
the choices were limited. Nevertheless, there were things
to do.
Despite having to rise so early in the mornings, it was
magical to sit alone at an isolated spot in the cool of
the dawn just waiting in anticipation for something to
happen. Double-barred Finches were usually the first
arrivals, followed by Long-tailed Finches, sometimes in
large flocks and occasionally they were interspersed with
Pictorella Mannikins and the occasional Gouldians. I also
saw a few Zebra Finches on one occasion and some other
observers managed to see Chestnut-breasted Mannikins.
Counting became hectic when large flocks arrived.
Diamond, Peaceful and Bar-shouldered Doves were also
quite common drinkers, but one morning I also observed
numerous Crested Pigeons gathering in the trees near
my survey point and suddenly, over a space of about
three or four minutes, I counted 40 of them coming down
to drink. At one of my allotted spots drinking activity was
suspended whilst a Whistling Kite kept observation with
me.
Birdwatching is the obvious post breakfast activity.
Annie Creek flows past the Mornington camp site. The
creek supports a significant growth of Pandanus Palms.
The trail along the creek is ideal for the birdwatcher.
Several families of Purple-crowned Fairy-wrens live along
the creek and can be seen easily (see photos, pp2 and
8). Crimson Finches and Little Corellas are abundant.
Other inhabitants and visitors to the creek include
Great Bowerbirds, the Northern Fantail and a variety of
honeyeaters — Brown, Banded, Yellow-tinted, Rufousthroated, White-gaped, Black-chinned, White-throated,
Grey-fronted and Little Friarbirds. I also saw a Pacific
Baza, a pair of Buff-sided Robins and a Bar-breasted
Honeyeater while at the creek. Further afield in the
savannah-like grassland I was able to see Red-backed
Fairy-wrens, Mistletoebirds, Rufous Whistlers, Brown
Quails, Little Woodswallows, Striated Pardalotes, Black-
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faced and White-bellied Cuckoo-shrikes, Torresian Crows,
Red-winged Parrots and Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos.
Lake Gladstone, which is the largest permanent wetland
in the Kimberley, is in the north-west of the reserve.
It is accessible from Mornington camp by four-wheel
drive motor vehicles. Since the exclusion of cattle from
the lake, the wetland vegetation has recovered and a
good variety of waterbirds can be seen there, including
Brolgas, Comb-crested Jacanas and Magpie Geese.
There are scenic spots on the property worth visiting,
particularly Dimond and Sir John Gorges, where you can
swim or paddle a canoe. On each of my trips to get to
the gorges I saw Australian Bustards. Cadjeput Pool on
the Fitzroy River is also good for swimming and canoeing
during the heat of the day.
It’s a long way to go to get to Mornington Wildlife
Sanctuary and parts of the road are very corrugated,
but it’s all worth it if you want to see a good variety of
finches and some different honeyeaters.
Dusty Millar

Swamp Harrier flight
While walking along the east side of the Wellard Wetlands
in September this year, I kept hearing a bird call that I
could not identify. The intensity and acoustics of the call
were such that I began scanning overhead to find the
source. There was some light cloud about but visibility
was quite good, which made scanning relatively easy. I
located two raptors: a Whistling Kite — quite common at
Wellard — and a male Swamp Harrier.
The harrier was alternately diving and climbing and the
call I was hearing was made each time the bird reached
the zenith of its climb. I watched this for about ten
minutes, noting the strong rowing action of its flight
which was quite different to what I was used to when I
had seen the species hunting for prey. The underwing
pattern was clearly visible, particularly when ascending,
often glinting in the sun as the bird turned to descend.
HANZAB notes this behaviour as ‘display-diving during
which the courtship call is given’ (Marchant and Higgins
1993, 114). They describe the call as a ‘short farcarrying whistle kee-u’. Display-diving can vary from
‘shallow undulating flight early in the season to a more
spectacular series of U-shaped dives at heights varying
from 50 – 200m’. What I saw took place at considerable
height and appeared to be more V-shaped than
U-shaped.
Reference
Marchant, S. and Higgins, P.J. (eds) (1993). 'Handbook of
Australian, New Zealand and Antarctic Birds: Volume
2 — Raptors to Lapwings'. (Oxford University Press:
Melbourne).
Peter Sandilands
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STRIATED PARDALOTE AT
HOME
This little one found the ideal and
protected environment to nest when it
made its way through a small hole in
the side of our house. Before long, we
had little ones making their way out into
the big world.
Jennifer Craggs

the area up to 30 km in all directions. We were hoping
for some of the rare or difficult to find inland species
such as Princess Parrot, Scarlet-chested Parrot, Inland
Dotterel, Rufous-crowned Emu-wren, Striated Grasswren
or maybe a Ground Cuckoo-shrike. Not much to ask
for but unfortunately none of them obliged, the only
uncommon bird to show up regularly being the Greyfronted Honeyeater.

Striated
Pardalote.
Photo by
Jennifer
Craggs

COMMON SANDPIPERS
AT HOME
At 0430, 19 August, Kate pointed out of our back window
at Mandurah and said, “The sandpipers are back”. And
there they were, the pair of them, walking to and fro
along the top of our back wall, pecking at the winter
moss and now and then dropping down to the garden and
lawn, what’s left of it, and busily foraging around.
They’ve been coming to our back
garden at the beginning of the season
for over three years and stick together
as a pair around our garden and lake
for a couple of weeks. After that, they
seem to break up to live their own lives
and we only see them individually. This
is the earliest return we’ve had: we
Common
wouldn’t have expected to see them till
Sandpiper,
mid-October. Their unexpected arrival
Mandurah.
really made our day, and signals for us
Photo by
the beginning of another interesting
Don Bowes
shorebird observing and monitoring
season. After first seeing them each
year it renews our amazement that
such small birds are able to safely complete a journey
of many thousands of kilometres to reach us from their
northern breeding grounds. We’re glad to have them.
Don managed to get a reasonable photo of only one of
the pair. They were understandably very flighty, as they
need to be if they are to survive, and flew off to the other
side of the lake at the slightest disturbance. After a few
minutes, though, they came back to our garden.

The dry conditions were making birding quite difficult and
then some travellers told us of a place which had “water,
plenty of birds and a dead camel”. They were right on all
counts! Neale Breakaway, 50 km south of Neale Junction,
is a strange place to say the least, the ground being
almost completely covered with salt making the area look
like a snow scene. Inside the breakaway, which is about
500 metres long by 300 metres wide we were surrounded
on three sides by 30 metre cliffs with salt water seeping
from the base of them and feeding a couple of rock pools.
The first bird we saw there was a lone Sharp-tailed
Sandpiper (see photo, p6). This bird had found itself a
great habitat in which to live but one has to wonder how
it found such a place in the middle of a desert.
In all we found 26 species in and around Neale
Breakaway including Horsfield’s Bronze- Cuckoo, Pallid
Cuckoo, Crimson Chat, White-winged Triller, Mulga
Parrot, Hooded Robin and Little Woodswallow. A family of
Nankeen Kestrels had taken up residence and provided us
with plenty of entertainment with their aerobatics around
the cliff faces. This proved to be the best birding spot we
found.
All in all a very interesting journey but I would advise any
birders contemplating this trip to wait until they hear that
it’s been raining out there.
Finally, I know that some birds are pretty high flyers but
we both agreed that that dead camel was higher than all
of them!
Peter White

A BACKGROUND FOR THE BIRDS
OF PERTH

Towards the end of August two intrepid BirdLife
members, John Litherland and myself, headed out east
of Laverton into the Great Victoria Desert for a two week
birding trip. We set up camp at Neale Junction, about 370
km east of Laverton and stayed for a week, exploring

The CBD of Perth stands on the northern bank of the
Swan River, which divides the metropolitan area in
two. The CBD and the metro area they now cover were
occupied by the Nyungah people at the time of European
contact. The Aborigines were here for a considerable
time and at Helena Valley, 18 km from the CBD, there
are occupation dates of 28 000 and 29 000 years BP.
At Upper Swan there is an occupation date of 38 000
years BP and the Aborigines may have lived in the
Perth area even longer, for occupation in Devil’s Lair, a
limestone cave near Augusta, dates to 50 000 years BP.
The Nyungahs had a penchant for “firestick farming” and
burned the vegetation extensively and systematically,
especially areas they often frequented. The result was
areas of grassland and little debris in wooded areas,
over which they could freely move. In the northern
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Great Victoria Desert
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Jarrah (Eucalyptus marginata) forest the European
settlers could drive carts and drays between the trees,
an impossibility now because of the regrowth. They also
burned the vegetation in a mosaic pattern, which resulted
in areas of different stages of regrowth and density. The
grassy areas attracted game which could be more easily
procured. Thus the vegetation at the time of European
contact was far from virgin or pristine.
The first European to visit the Perth area was Vlamingh
in January 1697. He caught four Black Swans and
recorded “plenty of parrots, some cormorants, geese and
divers”. He heard the singing of what he thought was the
“Nachtegael” (Nightingale) which was undoubtedly that
of the Australian Reed-Warbler and possibly the Brown
Honeyeater too, for at times it produces a call similar to
that of the Australian Reed-Warbler. In 1801 Freycinet,
under the command of Baudin, saw “a prodigious
multitude” of Australian Pelicans at the entrance to the
Swan River and “great flocks of landbirds, especially
elegant parrots” (Australian Ringnecks and possibly Redcapped Parrots too). In February 1827 Stirling proceeded
up the Swan River and the botanist Fraser remarked that
“the quantity of swans, pelicans, ducks and aquatic birds
on the river was truly astonishing”.

however attracts honeyeaters. Thus the dynamics of the
birdlife changes as one moves from the older suburbs out
to the newer ones.
There are 11 introduced species of landbirds in Perth.
Most are largely benign or have found empty ecological
niches, but the Laughing Kookaburra preys on small
passerines and nestlings, the Rainbow Lorikeet has
become a significant pest and is being culled, and the
three species of corellas become a nuisance at times and
may be culled too. The Galah was both native and feral,
first ranging into Perth in the 1950s and 1960s.
Fifteen waterbird species have ranged into Perth during
European settlement, mostly during the 20th century,
despite a considerable loss of wetland habitat in Perth.
Only three species of waterbirds are introduced, the
Domestic Goose, Muscovy Duck and Domestic Duck, the
latter sometimes hybridising with the Pacific Black Duck.
References
Serventy, D. L. and Whittell, H. M. (1976). ‘Birds of
Western Australia’. (UWA Press: Nedlands).
Storr, G. M. (1991). Birds of the South-West Division of
Western Australia. Records of the Western Australian
Museum, Supplement No. 35.

The Aborigines preyed extensively on birds that were a
significant part of their diet (Stranger 2010). But only
Storr, G. M. and Johnstone, R. E. (1988). Birds of the
20 species are known to have been preyed on, though a
Swan Coastal Plain and adjacent seas and islands.
great many more can be inferred to have been. The early
Records of the Western Australian Museum,
explorers and settlers listed quail, pigeons (bronzewings),
Supplement No. 28.
parrots, cockatoos, hawks, ducks, swans and other
Stranger, R. (2010). Aboriginal predation on birds.
waterfowl as being preyed on by the Nyungahs, and
Western Australian Bird Notes 135, 26.
commented that pigeons, quail and even the smallest of
birds were felled by throwing sticks. George Moore, who
Robert Stranger
settled at Guildford in 1830, remarked that “two natives
… they got two young parraquets
from a tree … if they did not thin
these birds so much we would be
overrun with them”. In my own
lifetime Perth has grown from a
PROBABLE COURTING
town with about 210 000 residents
BEHAVIOUR OF PALLID
to a city housing two million people.
It has expanded from the inner
CUCKOOS
suburbs north to Quinns Rocks,
Merriwa and Ridgewood, south to
On 6 September 2014 we were
Kwinana and Leda and along the
camping at Tarnie Station and
coast to Mandurah and beyond,
had stopped for morning tea at a
and east into the Darling Range
Pacific Black Duck, Lake Claremont
windmill near the front entrance. We
and the Jarrah forest. A result of
(see report, p38). Photo by David
were soon joined by an immature
this expansion is that the inner
Free
Pallid Cuckoo that sat on a bare
and older suburbs no longer have
branch about 10 metres away. In a
proximity to the bushland which
high, largely dead tree about 150
surrounded them, except where there
metres away an adult male Pallid Cuckoo began its scale
are substantial reserves of natural bushland in or near
call. The immature bird responded with a loud hoarse
them. These reserves have retained many of the species
screech. After a few minutes the young bird flew over
which formerly occurred in such bushland and provide a
to the adult, but we saw no interaction between them.
temporary refuge for birds moving through the suburbs.
Almost immediately afterwards another cuckoo, which
Perth’s expansion has displaced many species, while
we initially thought was the immature bird returning,
others persist in or take advantage of the many public
landed on the same branch close to us. Then we saw
parks and gardens, street trees and the gardens of
that it lacked the fine breast striping that was evident
residential dwellings. The latter tend to have more
on the previous bird and the dark down-curving eyeabundant and denser foliage in the inner and older
stripe was more strongly covered; the white nape spot
suburbs, to the advantage of some species, and the
was also there. The back markings were pretty much the
newer suburbs have a more ornamental flora, which
same as the immature bird. In response to the male’s
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scale call the sub-adult female (which we judged it to be)
responded with a single call, identical as far as we could
tell to the immature call.

some birds that we don’t get in the metropolitan area.
The weather was fine but the flies were troublesome from
about 0800 to 1730.

After several calls in response to each other, the male
bird flew across and the female took a black caterpillar
from its bill. This took
place for six more
caterpillars with the
male returning to its
high vantage point each
time. Then it flew to
within about 30 metres
and brought offerings on
three more occasions.
Strictly speaking it
brought the food but did
not feed the female —
she took the food herself.
When the male flew
across with caterpillar
number 11, the female
left her perch, flying
Juvenile Pallid Cuckoo,
under the male to pick up
Warne River. Photo by
a caterpillar of her own.
John McMullan
The male left the area
still carrying the rejected
food. Shortly after it
began calling again and the female flew in the direction of
the call, but we saw no other interaction between them.

David Free

Gail and Brice Wells

REPORTING OF BANDED BIRD
SIGHTINGS
Gary Tate has submitted a comparison of responses
between the Australian and North America banding
schemes to the reporting of banded bird sightings. Gary
also submitted photos of the banded Black Swan (see
p2).
Australian Bird and Bat Banding Scheme (ABBBS)
Finding details
Band Number: 350-02123 was sighted on 17/10/2014
**NOTE: All recoveries/sightings can be seen in the table
below.
At: JOHN OLDHAM PARK PERTH WA
Latitude: 31deg 57min 31sec S; Longitude: 115deg
50min 49sec E;
The bird was: BAND NUMBER READ IN FIELD (BIRD NOT
TRAPPED)
And: WAS ALIVE IN THE WILD WITH THE BAND.
Banding details

CAMEL SOAK, PERENJORI
At the end of December 2013, Pam and I had a few
days at Camel Soak, which we had visited a few years
before. This weathered granite outcrop is on the Rabbit
Proof Fence Road, almost 50 km east of Perenjori, just
off the Perenjori-Rothsay Road. The road is good and is
accessible for caravans. Although there is no piped water,
a composting toilet has been installed recently and there
is a large area suitable for camping. Just as well, because
this place is very popular in the wildflower season.
Camel Soak, also known
as The Rock Hole, is
reported to have been
sunk as a watering point
for men and their camel
teams working on the
No 2 Rabbit Proof Fence
from 1903 to 1905.
On our earlier visit, we
had seen an abundance
of wildflowers, including
several species of
orchids. This time we
must have been later in
the season; no orchids
were seen. It was,
however, good to see

The band that you found was placed on a(n): Black Swan
or scientific name: Cygnus atratus
on: 30/11/2007
at: HERDSMAN LAKE WA
Latitude: 31deg 55min 0sec S; Longitude: 115deg 48min
0sec E;
The bird was age code: SECOND YEAR OR OLDER, sex
code: FEMALE
It was banded by: MR W RUTHERFORD
The time between banding and recovery is 6 years 10
months 17 days. The bird had moved a distance of: 5 km
with a bearing of 140 degrees.
Banding data held by the Australian Bird and Bat
Banding Scheme (ABBBS) are provided to you under a
Creative Commons by Attribution Licence. You are free
to reproduce the data provided that you acknowledge
the original collector and the ABBBS in any resulting
publication.
Thank you for participating in the Australian Bird and Bat
Banding Scheme. Please do not hesitate to contact me
should you need to know more about the activities of the
scheme.

Rufous Songlark, Camel
Soak, Perenjori (see also
p2). Photo by David Free
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In Wyoming USA
While recently in Wyoming I photographed a “banded”
Canada Goose, and sent details of band and received the
following reply with attached certificate and details.
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“Certificate Of Appreciation Awarded To: GARY TATE
(band#:
0998-78009 date: 08/31/2014)”
The North American Bird Banding Program
Bird banding is important for studying the movement,
survival and behavior of birds. About 60 million birds
representing hundreds of species have been banded in
North America since 1904. About 4 million bands have
been recovered and reported.
Data from banded birds are used in monitoring
populations, setting hunting regulations, restoring
endangered species, studying effects of environmental
contaminants, and addressing such issues as
Avian Influenza, bird hazards at airports, and crop
depredations. Results from banding studies support
national and international bird conservation programs
such as Partners in Flight, the North American Waterfowl
Management Plan, and Wetlands for the Americas.
The North American Bird Banding Program is under the
general direction of the US Geological Survey and the
Canadian Wildlife Service. Cooperators include the US
Fish and Wildlife Service, Mexico’s National Commission
for the Knowledge and Use of Biodiversity and Secretary
of the Environment and Natural Resources; other
federal, state and provincial conservation agencies;
universities; amateur ornithologists; bird observatories;
nature centers; nongovernmental organisations such
as Ducks Unlimited and the National Audubon Society;
environmental consulting firms and other private sector
businesses. However, the most important partner in this
cooperative venture is you, the person who voluntarily
reported a recovered band. Thank you for your help.

Galah, Australian Ringneck, Nankeen Kestrel, Australian
Magpie and Australian Raven as well as a number of
smaller passerines. However, despite the high quality
and diversity of the bush from dense shrubbery to tall
eucalypt forest, we were surprised by the absence of
a number of the smaller species such as fairy-wrens,
White-browed Scrubwren and all but two species of
honeyeater (Singing and Spiny-cheeked).
It is intended to continue the project over a number of
years to get an insight into the influence of feral predator
exclusion and other factors on bird populations in these
isolated blocks of vegetation.
Andrew Hobbs
(Ed. This survey was initiated by BirdLife WA in response
to a request for a bird survey from WWF.)

POSSIBLE TOOL USE BY A GALAH
On Saturday 16 August, the Community Education
Committee was conducting a bird walk at Ledger Road
Reserve as a follow up to an ID class we had conducted
on Thursday 14 August. My group had scarcely begun
the walk and were watching birds in a smallish tree when
a Galah flew up carrying a freshly severed branchlet
in its beak. It would have been over 30 cm in length,
and about 30 in diameter. It sat about two metres from
another Galah and shook the branchlet up and down as
if it were trying to attract the other bird’s attention. After
about one minute the two birds flew off and we followed.

US Geological Survey
Canadian Wildlife Service

Nangeen Hill
It was mid September and three of us were camped
near Nangeen Hill Reserve at the invitation of the World
Wildlife Fund (WWF) in conjunction with the Department
of Parks and Wildlife (DPAW). The reserve is one of
a number of isolated remnant blocks of vegetation
surrounding a monadnock in the sea of wheat. It is now
surrounded by a new predator proof fence to help protect
the small population of endangered Black-flanked Rock
Wallabies. We were there to carry out surveys of the bird
populations within the reserve as well as Kokerbin Rock
reserve about 5 km away and which is also quite isolated.
Over the weekend we observed a total of 29 species
within the enclosure and 18 within the neighbouring
reserve during the 2 hectare 20 minute surveys. The
total species count for the weekend was 49 species. For
comparison, the Atlas project has recorded 80 species
within the 10 minute square which encompasses both of
the reserves.
The bird list for the enclosure included many of the larger
species for which wheat fields prove no barrier such as
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Galah, Wongamine near Toodyay. Photo by Rod
Smith
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They landed in another tree, with a hollow, about 50
metres further on. The bird with the branchlet began
using it to sweep around the hollow, then inserted it
inside and swept vigorously round and round for at least
two minutes while we watched. Shortly after another two
groups saw it doing the same thing.
We can only surmise that it was trying to a) clean up
the interior, perhaps of cobwebs and b) displace other
occupants. Originally, we thought it was probably going
to use it as nest lining, but its extended use of sweeping
made it appear as if it was using it as a tool.
Brice Wells
Chair, Community Education Committee

With over 500 000 visitors to Rottnest each year, this
method also maintains the aesthetics of some of the
most photographed birds in Western Australia.
In the end, three peacocks were captured and had
their nails/claws and spurs painted red, blue or yellow
(see photos, p2). No other peacocks were observed on
the island but monitoring will continue as long as the
paint remains on the birds to confirm numbers (by late
October, paint had been lost from the nails, but could still
be seen on the scales around the spurs). Colour marking
will also help to define the territories and behaviour of
the individual peacocks which are considered by some to
be a pest.
Mark Blythman and Jamie Sansom

RAINBOW BEE-EATER
NESTING SITES,
WANNEROO
I sighted nests at the following:
heading north along Scenic Drive,
Wanneroo from Poinciana; opposite
caravan park (not far from Poinciana)
there is a fallen tree; adjacent to the
Wanneroo Cricket Club sign; opposite
No 110 Scenic Dve; adjacent to San
Rosa intersection; opposite No. 172
Scenic Dve / eastern side of path (see
photo, p48).
Gary Tate

White Rufous
Whistler at
Dryandra
I was at Dryandra a fortnight ago
and was told that there was a male
Rufous Whistler which was white. I
went looking for it and found it.
My photos of it were against the sun,
but they do show it has a white belly.

White Rufous Whistler, Dryandra.
Photo by Dusty Millar

COLOUR MARKING ROTTNEST
ISLAND PEACOCKS
The Bold Park Bird Banding Group have recently taken
time out of their schedule working on the Rock Parrots
to assist the Rottnest Island Authority (RIA) to colour
mark the heritage listed Rottnest Island Indian Peafowl.
The work was carried out on the 26 July 2014 with the
support of Rottnest’s resident ranger, Ron Priemus.
Peafowl were introduced to Rottnest Island in 1912.
They were brought over as a gift to the then Governor of
Western Australia and the RIA have a policy of retaining
up to five peacocks (male only) on the island for their
heritage value. Though it was widely suspected by RIA
staff that only three peacocks remained on the island,
until now they have not been colour marked to confirm
this.
Due to potential problems associated with leg bands and
the large spur on the back of their legs, it was decided
to paint the nails of the peacocks instead of leg banding.

Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 152 December 2014

Dusty Millar

WESTERN YELLOW ROBIN EATS
A SKINK
On 3 October at Stirling Range Retreat, one adult
Western Yellow Robin was observed killing and eating
at least part of a skink. When first noticed, the bird was
vigorously pounding the skink on a fallen log. Eventually,
it swallowed the tail (see photo, p6). Then it pounded
the rest of the reptile several more times. The bird was
disturbed at this point and flew off with the limp body.
There was a fledgling Western Yellow Robin nearby at the
time but we were not able to see whether it was involved
in the final fate of the remains.
According to Johnstone and Storr (2004), Western
Yellow Robins feed on arthropods (mostly insects)
and occasionally seeds. They do not list any record
of vertebrates forming part of the diet of the Scarlet,
White-breasted, Hooded or Red-capped Robins. HANZAB
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(Higgins and Peter 2002) also says that Western Yellow
Robins eat arthropods, mainly insects, and occasionally
seeds, but also list two records of the species eating
skinks at Dryandra. Evidently, it is a rare event for a
robin to eat a skink.
References
Higgins, P. J., and Peter, J. M. (2002). ‘Handbook of
Australian, New Zealand and Antarctic Birds. Vol. 6
Pardalotes to Shrike-thrushes’. (Oxford University
Press: Melbourne.)
Johnstone, R.E. and Storr, G.M. (2004). ‘Handbook of
Western Australian Birds. Volume II. Passerines
(Blue-winged Pitta to Goldfinch).’ (Western Australian
Museum: Perth, Western Australia).

Carnamah, Inering Hills

3.5 hours drive north of Perth
Purpose built modern one bedroom self contained studio/cottage
on working farm with fine views over the granite rocks. Wheatbelt
and transitional woodland birds. Linen supplied. Guided visit to
key sites included.
2 nights, 2-3 people $275.00.
Other options for accommodation may be available. Please ask.
For more details + photos:
Pauline.Wittwer@bigpond.com
or 0428 674 074. Farm: 9951 1225.
www.facebook.com/wittwerfarmbirdwatchersaccommodation
Members of BirdLife WA and Land for Wildlife.
Your well behaved dog is welcome.

Brenda Newbey
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Crossword No. 21
by Pam Agar

CLUES

1

2
6

3

4

5

7

8
9

10

11

ACROSS
1.

Collared Sparrowhawk has one longer than the others.

4,

An insect, not usually eaten by birds.

6.

May be necessary to check a remote site.

9.

May have resulted in a valuable reserve for the future.

10. Possible diagnostic mark.
12

13

14

16

12. Groove along bill of albatrosses.

15

14. Local one may provide good birding.

17
18

20

18. Vital part of conservation.

19

20. May be attractive to female parrots.

21

22

23. Sound made by female Emu.
24. Alternative name for a Western Warbler.

23

25. Government one may be able to provide information.

24

27. Used to advertise territory.
25
27

26

30. Food for cockatoo species.

28

29

29. Body part not visible in birds.
31. Drawing which provides useful information.

30
31

DOWN

See page 45 for Answers

1.

A Dusky Moorhen has a yellow one to its bill.

2.

A raptor nest is likely to be … than a wagtail’s.

3.

Emergent feather.

5.

Migrant wader, one species of which is likely in WA.

7.

Useful feeding grounds for ibis.

8.

To bring into sharp definition.

11. An agitated one may indicate a nearby predator.
13. Extinction of a species would be one.
15. To rest on eggs?
16. Character of martins.
17. Local gorge, a regular excursion site.
19. Generic name of a group of herons and egrets.
21. Graceful birds of coast and inland lakes.
22. Food of raptors.
24. Feeding cockatoos may use one.
26. Nestlings do so at a rapid rate.
28. Neither Garganey …Pintail are likely to be seen in
Perth.

Quality of digital photographs
IMPORTANT —PLEASE READ!
When submitting photos for use in WABN, please send a high quality image, eg, 300 dpi, with a file size of
at least 500 kb.
It is suggested that the settings on your digital camera be changed to the maximum resolution (setting).
Another area that could cause a problem is that some e-mail programs automatically reduce the file size so
these settings could be adjusted to maintain the original file size.When e-mailing images please attach them to an
e-mail and not embedded in a Word document or in the e-mail itself.
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Notices
NOTICE OF
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
BIRDLIFE WESTERN AUSTRALIA

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
BirdLife Western Australia

Monday 23rd February 2015 at 7:30 pm
Bold Park Ecology Centre, Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat

The Annual General Meeting of BirdLife Western
Australia is called to consider the following
agenda:
1. Apologies
2. Confirmation of 2014 minutes (see BirdLife
WA website)
3. Business arising
4. Chair’s report
5. Treasurer’s report
6. Election of officers
7. General business
Nic Dunlop, Chair

Nominations are called for the following positions to
be elected at the BirdLife Western Australia Annual
General Meeting on 23th February 2015.
Chair
Vice Chair
Secretary
Treasurer
Committee members (up to 7)
Nomination forms are available from the BirdLife WA
office and also in this edition of WABN (see below)
and should be returned to the Secretary by 30th January
2015.
All positions are open and members are advised that
the current Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary and Treasurer
will not be renominating for these positions. Volunteers
willing to attend the monthly meetings and take on
these responsibilities are sought.

BirdLife Western Australia
Committee nomination form

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Position:
(Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, Committee member)

Nominee:
		
Nominated by:
		
Seconded by:
		
I hereby accept this nomination:
		

(Signature of nominee)

Date:		
Please return this form before 30 January 2015 to:
The Secretary, BirdLife Western Australia, 167 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat, WA 6014
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Sunday 7 December
BWA Christmas barbecue
The annual Christmas barbecue this year
will be held as usual at Peregrine House, at
about 6:00 pm, on the lawn at the rear of the
building.
Bring your own food and
drink,
and chairs if possible.
All members welcome.

WA TWITCHATHON
DATES – Saturday 13th/Sunday 14th
December 2014
* 24hr Twitch: 5pm Saturday – 5pm
Sunday

BirdLife WA Office News
The BirdLife WA office will close on Friday
19th December and will re-open on Monday
6th January 2015.
A very big thank-you to all the office
volunteers who willingly give their precious
time to ensure that we can offer a service to
members and the general public five days a
week.
I would like to take this opportunity to
acknowledge those volunteers who ‘retired’
from the roster in 2014 and to thank them for
their hard work and contribution to BirdLife
WA — Liz Walker, Audrey Turner, Jim
Langford and Beryl Walker. Debbie Walker
and Ruth Greble have semi-retired, but are
still available for emergency fill-ins.
Five new volunteers joined the roster in 2014
and I am always happy to hear from people
with spare time on their hands!
Thank-you everyone and I look forward to
working with you all in 2015.
Annette Park
Office Manager

* 12hr Twitch: 5am – 5pm Sunday
* Armchair Twitch: 8hr period on Sunday

Annual Hooded Plover count
Saturday 7 February 2015 and
Sunday 8 February 2015

The full set of rules, along with registration
forms, will be available from the BWA office
from September, or by contacting jgraff2@
hotmail.com. Please register your team by 5th
December.
For further information, contact John Graff,
either by e-mail at jgraff2@hotmail.com
(preferred) or by phone on 0424 008 179
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Don’t miss out on one of the birding highlights
of the year!
Surveyors always welcome.
For details, please contact Marcus Singor:
Tel: 9362 2742 or 9383 7749
e-mail : msingor@iprimus.com.au
or wa@birdlife.org.au
Survey sheet included in this issue.
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HOODED PLOVER OBSERVATION FORM

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

SUMMER SURVEY 2015
(7 and 8 February 2015)
PLEASE FILL OUT THIS FORM EVEN IF YOU SEARCH AN AREA AND DO NOT FIND HOODED PLOVERS.
OBSERVER:

PHONE:_______________________

ADDRESS:______________________________________________________________________

E-MAIL:_______________________________________________________________________
WEATHER:______________________________________________________________
HOODED PLOVER OBSERVATION DETAILS: DATE
LOCATION:

TIME:

_____

_

______________________________________________________________

Lat:________________________________Long.______________________________________
Survey starting point: Lat.__________________ Long._________________________________
Survey finishing point: Lat: _________________ Long._________________________________
TOTAL HOODED PLOVER SEEN

: _____________________________________________________

ADULTS (NO.) _____________ JUVENILES (NO.) ____________ RUNNERS ( NO.) ___________________

BREEDING AND NESTING NOTES: (i.e. location, eggs or runners)____________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
HABITAT: ______________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
LAKES WATER LEVELS: FULL _______ 3/4 ________ 1/2______1/4 _______ DRY________
LAKE:

FRESH

_____________ BRACKISH

_____________

SALT_________________

NOTES:________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

Hooded Plover Committee
BirdLife Australia WA. , 167 Perry Lakes Drive, FLOREAT. 6014.
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P.T.O.
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CONSERVATION: ARE THERE ANY THREATS EVIDENT?
DOGS

(

)

CATS ( )

TRAIL BIKES (

FOXES

( ) HORSES (

) FOUR WHEEL DRIVE VEHICLES (

) QUAD BIKES (

)

)

Please draw a sketch map of the area (e.g. wetland or section of beach) even if Hooded Plovers
were not found. Please show which part of the area you searched, as well as location of Hooded
Plovers and nests.

OTHER SHOREBIRDS PRESENT: (species and numbers)
Pied Oystercatcher…………………………………………………………….
Sooty Oystercatcher………………………………………………………….
Red-capped Plover…………………………………………………………….
Sanderling ………………………………………………………………………..
Ruddy Turnstone……………………………………………………………….
Red-necked Stint……………………………………………………………….
..............................................................................

COMMENTS:

Thank you for participating. Please return form to:
BIRDLIFE AUSTRALIA W.A.
Hooded Plover Committee
167 Perry Lakes Drive
Floreat. W.A.
6014
Tel: 08 9383 7749
e-mail: wa@birdlife.org.au
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SHOREBIRD 2020 ANNUAL COUNT,
2015

Positions available on the Great
Western Woodlands Committee

Weekend of 7 – 8 February

The Birds of the Great Western Woodlands
Committee (GWW Committee) was successfully
established and run this year by 12 members.

This annual summer count adds vital
information on the populations of this
suite of birds.
If you are not already a regular counter
for this event, please consider counting
shorebirds in an area where you know
they frequent and are not included in the
Shorebird 2020 survey program.
Contact Kim Onton, kimberlyonton@
yahoo.com.au, the WA co-ordinator of the
Shorebird 2020 project, or the BirdLife
WA office if you have any questions.
Myalup Bird Observers
Fundraiser Bookmarks
The Myalup Bird Observers, which is a country
branch of BirdLife Western Australia, has
produced a bookmark which they are selling for
$2 each.
The bookmark bears a copy of an original water
colour painting of the tail feathers of a male and
female Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo, by Harvey artist
and MBO member, Margaret Jones. Margaret
is well known for her beautiful paintings of
flowers and birds. The colourful and informative
bookmarks will make a wonderful accompaniment
to special greeting or Christmas cards.
Orders can be made by contacting Errol
Harwood at jkbs@iinet.net.au

For 2015, there are positions available on
the GWW Committee, as due to unforeseen
circumstances several committee members
have had to go on a leave of absence.

The GWW Committee meets on the second
Thursday of each month, from 5:30-7:30 pm,
at BirdLife WA, Peregrine House in Bold Park.
The main objective of the committee is to
ensure that bird surveys occur in autumn and
winter each year until 2024 — achieved by
advertising the bird surveys and coordinating
the volunteers. A second involvement is
seeking funds. The GWW Committee is a
BirdLife WA committee established to provide
some continuity for the GWW bird surveys. In
particular, to maintain the enthusiasm, develop
the knowledge of the area and promote the
conservation of its birds.
If you would like more information or are
interested, please contact:

Wayne Monks (Chair) via email wmonks@
westnet.com.au

or John Skillen (Secretary) via email gww@
birdlife.org.au.

New WA members
The following WA people joined BirdLife Australia during the
period 11 August to 7 November 2014:
B Arnold, R Ashworth-Preece, P Barratt, M Basile,
E Bishop, R Blackburn, A Brown, J Campbell, I Connell,
T Corbett, J Ford, C Gawen, N George, L Gilson, L Howie,
C McGary, H Midgley, T Nallipogu, J Ophel, S Overheu,
J Scanlon, K Scholz, A Sergeant, A Skroblin, C Tassone,
T Terpstra, C Thorne, S van Oyen, J Van Vlijmen, I Williams,
D Wilson, S Wilson and G Witham
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ALBANY BRANCH
Excursion reports

14 October excursion – Warriup

12 August excursion — Kamballup Nature Reserve

Warm and sunny conditions accompanied us on our trip
east to Mullocullup Nature Reserve off Warriup Rd. The
main lake had good numbers of waterbirds and several
species of duck including Musk Duck and Pacific Black
Ducks were observed with young. Australian ReedWarblers were very vocal along the edges of the lake
and a distant tern had us initially guessing what we were
looking at. Luckily, it eventually came close enough to be
properly identified and we were able to add Whiskered
Tern, which is not seen very often in the Albany area, to
our list. Bushbirds recorded included Sacred Kingfisher,
Western Wattlebird and fairy-wrens. Our tally for the day
was 55 species.

It was cool and somewhat windy, but otherwise fine when
we headed north to Kamballup. We had barely parked our
vehicles when Ray Garstone spotted an Australian Owletnightjar peeking out of its tree hollow and soon after a
Tawny Frogmouth was flushed. We all had a good look at
the bird hiding in plain sight pretending to be a broken
off tree branch. We soon had quite a substantial list of
woodland birds including Rufous Treecreeper, Scarlet
Robin and Sacred Kingfisher. Billabongs in the Kalgan
River contained a variety of waterfowl including Musk
Duck, Hardhead and Australasian Shoveler. We recorded
a total of 51 species by the end of the day.
9 September excursion — Stirling Range
Only a small group set off to the Stirling Range where
weather conditions proved to be much better than in
Albany. A walk along the Ongerup Creek track yielded a
reasonable number of bushbirds, but we were obviously
too early to see the Rainbow Bee-eater. A Regent Parrot
posed for us in the car park and a Scarlet Robin observed
us having our morning tea. Windy conditions made it
hard to spot birds as we approached lunchtime. The
owners of the Stirling Range Retreat kindly invited us
to have our lunch in a sheltered spot on their premises
where we observed Yellow-plumed Honeyeater, Restless
Flycatcher and Dusky Woodswallow amongst others.
28 September excursion — Cranbrook
We escaped the showers in Albany and visited the nature
reserve east of the Cranbrook townsite. Again only a
small group braved the weather, but we were rewarded
with numerous good bird sightings. Rufous Treecreeper,
White-browed Babbler and Rufous Songlark were
amongst the highlights for the day. We also managed to
find a Western Thornbill to add to the lifetime list of a
visiting birder from Queensland, but the Crested Shriketit we had recorded at the reserve during previous visits
remained elusive.

National Bird Week
Local branch convenor, Anne Bondin, gave an interview
about the Aussie Backyard Bird Count to the Albany
Advertiser and had a presentation about birds in
backyards at the Albany Library. Anne also accompanied
the Young Naturalists at their weekend meeting when
the group conducted several bird counts for the Aussie
Backyard Bird Count.
A planned excursion to Twin Creeks had to be cancelled
due to inclement weather.

Future outings
Excursions will take place on Tuesday, 9 December, 13
January, 10 February and 10 March. More details about
destinations, where to meet, etc, will be made available
on BWA e-news. You can also check the Albany Bird
Group’s website:
http://sites.google.com/site/albanybirds/Home
Excursion leaders will be either Ray Garstone (PH: 9844
7540), Brad Kneebone (PH: 9845 2233) or Anne Bondin
(PH: 9844 1793). Feel free to contact any us for further
information.

CAPE TO CAPE BIRD GROUP
Program

Monday 16 February — Night Walk: Margaret River

Saturday 17 January — Half-day excursion:
Wetlands, Busselton
Meet at 8:00 am at the car park (closest to ocean)
in Spinnaker Boulevard, Port Geographe. Bring along
morning tea. Water levels vary each summer so I’ll be
monitoring my favourite wetlands with the intention of
visiting two of the best locations for a good variety of
shorebirds/waterbirds.
Leader: Christine Wilder
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Meet at 7:00 pm for an excursion to private property
at 95 Old Ellen Brook Road; turn off Caves Road almost
directly opposite Carters Road. (Note: This is not Ellen
Brook Road which is a little further north). Look for a
BirdLife sign at the gate which will be operated to let cars
enter from 6:50 pm to 7:10 pm. The evening will consist
of bird-watching, BYO picnic dinner and spot-lighting for
night birds and mammals.
Leader: Boyd Wykes
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Country branches, ctd
Sunday 15 March — Half-day excursion: Jewel Cave
and Cosy Corner
Meet at 8:00 am at the car park at Jewel Cave off Caves
Road. We shall bird-watch along the karri walk, have
morning tea at the café and continue on to Cosy Corner.
Leader: Roger Crabtree
All the excursions/meetings above are for BirdLife
Australia members and the general public. For details
of any of the above, please contact Christine Wilder
cwilderone@yahoo.com.au or Boyd Wykes majyx@iinet.
net.au.

Excursion reports
Overnight Camp at Canebrake, Rapids Conservation
Park — 15 August
The weather was ‘make or break’ for the success of an
overnight campout in the upper reaches of the Margaret
River in August. With the Jarrah in bloom and an early
breeding season, a good range of bushbirds was already
ticked off by our early arrivals. In a night stalk around
Canebrake Pool, no wildlife was spotted but we enjoyed
the calls of a Southern Boobook and an Australian Owletnightjar and were intrigued by the difference between our
Morcombe App recording of a nightjar’s ‘keee-ow’ and our
bird’s more single-syllable version. Kay Gibson, a local
artist specialising in wonderful owl portraits, was pleased
to report a good view of a boobook as she drove out of
the conservation park after our walk.
A planned casual Saturday morning of birding around the
pools turned into so much more when Parks and Wildlife
Ranger, Ken Ninyette, responded to our enthusiasm by
sharing with us a Nyungar perspective of the region at
a hidden spring that provides year-round recharge to
pristine Boomerang Pool.
Back at the campground, a Peregrine Falcon circled
overhead as we prepared to drive the short physical and
psychologically huge distance back to Margaret River
town-ship. A total of 31 species was seen during the
camp.
Boyd Wykes
Reference
Morcombe, M. (2014). ‘The Michael Morcombe eGuide to
Australian Birds’. Sound by David Stewart. iPhone App
available at mydigitalearth.com.

Surveys of Hardy Inlet Riparian Reserves
— 3 September
Six members arrived at Augusta on a cool, partly cloudy
and still morning to undertake four 2ha 20 minute
surveys of blocks on the side of the Hardy Inlet, as part
of a shire reserves management exercise.
The four areas consisted of:
*
*
*
*

low Marri/Jarrah woodland with a mixed understorey;
a bank of tall Marri with low ground cover;
a grassed swamp-paperbark site; and
the grassy foreshore of a caravan park.
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The Jarrah and quite a number of other plants were
flowering, providing food for Brown and New Holland
Honeyeaters, Red Wattlebirds and Silvereyes, while
Grey Fantails and Welcome Swallows tried to reduce the
mosquito population.
For the formal surveys, only those species that were
using the areas in some way were recorded, but the
highlight was a Common Sandpiper at the caravan park.
Many other species, especially waterbirds, were seen
elsewhere.
The formal part of the day concluded with a coffee
and bun stop at the bakery and then the party took
advantage of the presence of Jane Scott, to visit the
Flat Rock area of Donovan Street bush for some botany
to add to the bird-watching. This made a well-rounded
visit appreciated by everyone. My thanks go to the
participants.
Roger Crabtree
McCarley’s Swamp — 27 September
Not surprisingly, given the weather forecast, Bernie
Masters led a party of just me and my friend, Vicky, on
a most excellent wade through McCarley’s Swamp. With
no rain and decked out in waders, we emerged warm and
dry from the paperbark glades surrounding this beautiful
winter-inundated lake. Just off Tuart Drive near the old
Ludlow settlement, Francis and Tony Reeves are restoring
much of their property to a wildlife refuge following a
long history of utilisation for potato farming and grazing.
Despite these disturbances, Bernie has documented
colonial nesting by thousands of waterbirds at this
site since the 1970s. Not this year. All was quiet as we
approached and we knew the birds were elsewhere by
the luxuriant foliage on the trees long before we observed
the empty nests from previous years. Nevertheless, the
birding was enjoyable with over 20 species recorded
including displaying Musk Duck, Blue-billed Duck,
Australasian Shoveler and Swamp Harrier.
When driving home around the Vasse-Wonnerup
Estuaries, Vicky and I were delighted to find hundreds
of ibis (Glossy, Straw-necked and Australian White) and
cormorants (Little Black and Little Pied) festooning the
paperbarks with their nests in two small swamps next to
Layman Road, near the marina in Busselton. Are these
the birds that previously nested at McCarley’s Swamp?
Although many nests had quite mature nestlings, some
Glossy Ibis in particular were still gathering nesting
material.
My thanks to Bernie Masters for arranging our visit and
thanks also to Tony and Francis Reeves for hosting our
visit to their special property.
Boyd Wykes
Vasse River Delta bird hide, Busselton and Malbup
bird hide, Wonnerup — 4 October
The early morning weather looked threatening, with light
rain falling on a core group of nine members who began
the walk from the Rotary Park car park in Busselton,
heading for the Vasse River Delta bird hide. Skirting the
Vasse River and wetlands and well before reaching the
hide, the bird tally mounted quickly — a good indication
for the day ahead.
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The Vasse River Delta hide provided excellent viewing
of the wetlands with a variety of ducks seen, including
Blue-billed Duck, Hardhead, Australasian Shoveler and
Pink-eared Duck. Raptors were also well represented
with Whistling Kite, Swamp Harrier, Nankeen Kestrel and
Australian Hobby observed.
After morning tea and with the weather steadily
improving, the group moved on to the Malbup bird hide
at Wonnerup. Highlights included a pair of Elegant Parrots
attending a tree hollow, two White-faced Heron chicks
and a pair of Nankeen Kestrels.
The group enjoyed a great morning of birding, and
with a total of 63 species recorded, it further highlights
the value of the Vasse-Wonnerup wetlands system in
Busselton. Thanks to my co-leader, Roger Cornes.
Michael Sayers
Aussie Backyard Bird Count in Margaret River
— 25 October

recorded and later entered on the BirdLife website. After
our count, we took a short trip round the corner to the
home of Boyd Wykes and Karen Majer where others
joined us for a barbecue lunch.
Thanks to the bird counters and to Karen and Boyd for
contributing to a most enjoyable day.
Christine Wilder

Black-eared Cuckoo,
Billiburning Rock (see
pp34 and 47). Photo by
John McMullan

Six of us conducted a 20 minute count in the Unallocated
Crown Land bounded by Railway Terrace and Samworth
Street in Margaret River. A total of 12 species was

MYALUP BRANCH
Excursion reports
Leschenault Peninsular Conservation Park,
17 August
Attending this walk were Tony, Errol, Judy, Edith,
Margaret Symonds and Margaret Jones.
After meeting for coffee at the Myalup Gull Service
Station we proceeded to the Buffalo Rd end of the
estuary. The usual birds (ie, egret and Banded Stilt)
were seen feeding on the samphire with the bonus of
a juvenile White-bellied Sea-Eagle watching from the
vantage point of a fence post.
Our progress to the Belvidere information shelter was
slow as we observed and admired many more birds at
the estuary edge — a highlight being one of the resident
Eastern Ospreys at its nest.
Chris with a powerful lens on his camera, unknowingly
captured a sad sight and on reviewing his day’s photos
spotted a Black-winged Stilt with fishing line cutting into
its neck, doomed unless it could be rescued, which would
be extremely difficult. We can only hope that that there
will be a decline in the discarding of such dangerous
rubbish.
Thanks to all who participated.
Errol Harwood
Leschenault bird excursion, 31 August
This excursion was a great success and on behalf of the
participants I wish to thank Greg Harwood for sacrificing
his Sunday morning and showing us around the area.
Participants were Tony France, Judy Bonomelli, Thora
Ramsay, Colin Thorne and myself.
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We initially met at the car park adjacent the southern end
of the bridge over the Collie River in Eaton. Greg then
took us to Point Douro which is the northern shore of the
mouth of the Collie River. Although the tide was out, the
rain that had fallen on the previous Thursday and Friday
had caused the Collie and Preston Rivers to be in flood
and thus raise the overall level of Leschenault Inlet. As
a result, the mud flats that would normally be exposed
were covered with water.
There was a good collection of Australian Pelicans,
Australasian Darters and cormorants on Bald Island and
a few birds on Pelican Point. Thora was most excited by
her sighting of a Crested Pigeon. As we moved around
the point we came across some Common Sandpipers (I
dearly wanted to find a Posh or Elite Sandpiper but none
could be found). We also encountered a pair of Grey
Plovers. A Sacred Kingfisher was the first one I have seen
since I was boy (about five years ago).
After surveying the shore and adjacent wetlands of Point
Douro we then went to Mornington Point at the mouth of
the Preston River and continued to find a good collection
of birds. On the way we visited a small pond between
the port and the Preston River which was populated by a
flock of Australasian Shovelers.
While the weather was fine, albeit a bit overcast, the bird
numbers were down, probably due to the very wet week
preceding our visit. In any event we saw 36 bird species
and were all given an opportunity to learn of another site
that the group can visit in the future.
Again I would like to thank Greg for his time and the
knowledge he was willing to pass on to the group.
Errol Harwood
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WHEATBELT-AVON BRANCH
Beacon excursion, 30-31 August
Seven birdwatchers from Perth and six members of the
WABBA group achieved a list of 87 species from sites
along the road to Paynes Find and within the Mount
Marshall Shire, around Beacon. It was a very enjoyable
weekend, notwithstanding the unexpected northerly rain
storm that ruined our hopes for a second chance to find
the Grey Honeyeater and resulted in a very wet return
journey from Paynes Find.

In addition to birds, Billiburning Rock provided wonderful
views of wildflowers and the surrounding farms. And
there are reasonable camping areas if you wish to visit.
Many thanks to Max and John for providing an
opportunity to visit interesting sites on the north-east
border of the wheatbelt.
Lorraine Chyne

The bushbirds varied, and visits to several lakes resulted
in nice views of White-necked Heron, Australasian
Shoveler, Pink-eared Duck and two pairs of Black-tailed
Native-hens. One pair had four chicks and that was an
issue to the other pair who repeatedly attacked one of
the chicks. Life is tough for that native-hen chick.
Bird highlights for the group were Crimson Chat, Redbacked Kingfisher, White-browed Treecreeper, Blackbreasted Buzzard, Malleefowl and Major Mitchell’s
Cockatoo. (see photos, pp33 and 47)

Yellow-throated Miner, Madeley. Photo by
Ian Wallace

Discover Albany’s Anzac
connection.
National Anzac Centre now open!

Eastern Reef Egret (above) and
Nankeen Kestrel (below), Ocean
Reef. Photos by Pauline Arnold

3 brm s/c holiday accommodation
situated on the banks of Oyster Harbour,
15 mins from Albany.
Close to King & Kalgan Rivers,
magnificent beaches, national parks,
walks & wildflowers.
Free WIFI & starter b/fast included
Ph 08 9844 7744
www.stayz.com.au/148040

A BIRD LOVERS PARADISE!
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Excursion reports
LITTLE RUSH LAKE, 13 August
The sky was cloudy and overcast as Yangebup Striders
(one of the Cockburn Council’s walking groups and
members of Heart Foundation Walking, Australia)
gathered for an early morning walk around Little Rush
Lake. Following our walk the plan was for a number of
us to participate in an advertised birdwatching excursion
with BirdLife Western Australia.
Our walking group was made most welcome by the
birdwatchers. It was apparent right from the start
that their eyes were already keenly watching the sky
and surrounding bush for the first signs of bird life. A
couple of raptors obligingly appeared, soaring on the
wind currents. The birdwatchers came armed with their
binoculars, their bird books, birdwatching apps loaded
onto their individual phones and iPads and some very
impressive cameras. Their ears were keenly alerted to
the various bird calls that could be heard throughout the
morning.

show my ignorance and they have been recorded by the
group. Our numerous questions were answered about
BirdLife Australia. Their enthusiasm and professional
attitude is to be commended.
On behalf of the Yangebup Striders, I would like to
extend my thanks for their hospitality on the excursion
to Little Rush Lake. We all thoroughly enjoyed it and
were most impressed with the knowledge, patience and
expertise of your group.
Yangebup Striders via John Luyer

Bibra Lake, 16 August

Claire Gerrish had proceedings off to a good start with
the early sightings of a pair of Red-capped Parrots and
also Magpie-larks industriously nest
building, at our starting point. Charles
Merriam, our leader, set us off, and
As the group set off, we, the ‘Striders’,
we were soon to make the first of
were at first very much in awe but
many sightings of Splendid Fairywere quickly put at ease as our
wrens (males in full breeding plumage)
questions were patiently answered,
followed by a noisy display by a
the birdwatchers keen to share their
number of Australian Reed-warblers,
knowledge. Our eyes were slow at
in reeds opposite the southern end of
finding the birds, especially the tiny
Adventure World. Most of the common
ones. Our hosts took us in hand,
waterfowl were ticked off, including
pointing out just where the birds were
Swamp Harrier, Bibra Lake.
numerous Black Swans with cygnets in
situated and naming them as they were
Photo by Ian Wallace
tow. We experienced a ‘fly-by’ of a flock
sighted.
of Black-winged Stilts and although
The shallow water lake was full due
only one raptor was recorded, we were
to the winter rains and we did not spot many of the
treated to the majesty of this, a Swamp Harrier, as it
waterbirds. The general opinion was that there is a lot of
patrolled the south-western edges of the lake.
water around and they were probably on other nearby
Standouts during the four and a half hour walk were
lakes. A Black Swan was nesting on the other side of
the sighting of both a Shining Bronze and a Fan-tailed
the lake. Talking was kept to a limit as binoculars were
Cuckoo resulting in a count of 55 species. It wasn’t until
continually trained on the bush looking for elusive birds
we reached the ‘new’ bird-hide at the NW corner of the
as they uttered their individual calls.
lake, that our guest, Carol Richards, was ‘exposed’ as
For us amateurs, we would see movement and it was
the very talented creator of the bird graphics, recently
gone in less than a second. Our hosts were quick to
placed on the internal walls of this hide. Carol stated that
recognise and spot just where they were. They were
she hopes her artwork gives children visiting this facility
knowledgeable re their individual flight patterns, calls
an appreciation of the variety and beauty of waterbirds
and habitats and if not sure quickly referred to their
to be found in the area. Many thanks to Charles for his
bird books or apps. There was great excitement when a
leadership!
Regent Parrot was sighted.
Alan Watson
My camera was not good enough to capture the many
tiny birds we saw, which were too quick for me and often
too far away. I was most impressed with the photos taken
by some of the members with their large, professional
cameras. We were amazed to see a magnificent photo
which captured one of the birds with a grub in its bill.
WUNGONG GORGE, BEDFORDALE,
It was apparent the group was very aware of the
protection of the birds and nature in general.

23 AUGUST

At the end of the walk everyone gathered, (the
birdwatchers with their stools and a bit of sustenance),
to discuss and record what they had all seen. At the end
of the reckoning it was announced that throughout the
morning we had seen over 40 different bird species. I, as
an amateur, will not attempt to name the birds as I might

Walking through the Wungong valley in good weather
resulted in 21 members having a very pleasant morning.
A total of 42 species was seen with species such as Redeared Firetail, Red-winged Fairy-wren, White-breasted
Robin, Western Gerygone, Western Thornbill, Western
Wattlebird and Red-capped Parrot.
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A Mistletoebird provided stunning views for the
photographers. There were good views also of Fantailed Cuckoos which were calling throughout the valley,
Rufous and Golden Whistlers, and Spotted and Striated
Pardalotes. A Wedge-tailed Eagle and a Whistling Kite
were the only raptors seen.
Most of the expected species were seen except for the
Western Spinebill which is usually there.
Steve Burns

Lake Gwelup, 24 August
The walk, during which we saw 51 species, was well
attended by BirdLife members and two visitors. As it was
such a large group, it was decided to form two parties
which walked round the lake in different directions.
The high water levels reduced the number of waterbird
species. There were mainly Blue-billed Duck, Eurasian
Coot, Australasian and Hoary-headed Grebes and Purple
Swamphen.
There were numerous bushbirds, but of the same few
species, Striated Pardalote, Western Gerygone, Rufous
Whistler, Silvereye and Yellow-rumped Thornbill. Sharp
eyes spotted a well concealed Yellow-rumped Thornbill’s
large nest. We did not hear any cuckoos.
Brown Goshawk was the only raptor seen. We were also
treated to a flypast of 18 Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos.
An enthusiastic dog walker showed us a nesting Tawny
Frogmouth in a tree in an area that we’d already walked
past.
Many flowering trees fringed the lake, a boon for
insectivores and honeyeaters. However, there were so
many Rainbow Lorikeets that at times we were unable to
hear any other bird calls.
Special thanks to Maris for providing a ‘scope for the
walk, to Alan for carrying the ‘scope and to Clive for
leading the B group.

Australian Painted Lady Butterfly. A Striated Pardalote
came so close that we didn’t need binoculars to have a
very good look at it.
While we missed out on seeing some of the regulars, like
Red Wattlebird, a new species for the area — a female
Golden Whistler — was seen by a few birders. Thanks
go to everyone who attended and helped to make the
morning so enjoyable.
Friends of Queens Park Bushland

Anderson
Park,
Walliston,
11 September
Eight birdwatchers,
led by Maris Lauva,
met at Anderson Park.
We spotted 38 bird
species, including
some less common
metropolitan birds.
The bird call included
Western Yellow and
Scarlet Robins, Golden
Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo,
and Rufous Whistlers,
Walliston. Photo by Pauline
Spotted and Striated
Pardalotes, RedArnold
tailed Black-Cockatoo,
nesting Varied Sittella
and Yellow-rumped Thornbill, Western Rosella, Redcapped Parrot and Australian Ringneck. One of the most
delightful moments was provided by a small flock of Tree
Martins that briefly swooped and circled around us at
head height.
Pauline Arnold

Claire Gerrish

North Lake, 14 September
Queens Park Regional Open
Space, 7 September

A total of 16 birders were joined for this walk by Jenny
and Cameron Davidson from BirdLife in Queensland and
travelling around Australia.

The Brown Honeyeaters were as vocal as ever and we
had very good views of Western Wattlebirds. There was a
Pacific Black Duck with nine ducklings and we saw several
Yellow-rumped Thornbill nests.

The lake appeared to be holding a good amount of
water when compared with recent times and it did not
take long for the bird list to gather some momentum.
Unfortunately, many were of the pest and feral type,
including Little Corella, Long-billed Corella, Rainbow
Lorikeet and Galah, so it was particularly pleasing to see
at least eight noisy Australian Ringnecks in the southern
section.

A Willie Wagtail was travelling with us as we flushed
insects out of the grass, allowing us to watch from close
quarters as it caught, beat to death and swallowed an

Also in the southern section we saw a young Blackshouldered Kite and a parent. It appears this kite had
again bred at the lake, as it had done in 2013.

Twelve birdwatchers, including three visitors, walked
around the Queens Park Regional Open Space, managing
a respectable 43 species.
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We moved into the south-east bushland area and were
thrilled to hear a male White-winged Triller singing (see
photo, p48). In this area, we also heard a Fan-tailed
Cuckoo and a Shining-bronze Cuckoo. A little later we
also heard and briefly saw a Grey Shrike-thrush. This is
possibly the same lone bird that has resided at the lake
for a number of years. However, it is pleasing that this
great songster can still be heard on the coastal plain not
far from Perth.
We arrived at a smaller lake at the north-east part of the
reserve hoping to see some Freckled Ducks as we had
done on the same walk last year. We were soon rewarded
with sightings of Australasian Shoveler and Pink-eared
Duck and then to our delight, a lone male Freckled
Duck emerged on the water from behind a clump of
melaleucas. Soon it was joined by another male and a
female. As some of our group had never seen this duck
in the wild, it was a great sighting in a very natural and
secluded setting.
Finally, we added the Australian Hobby and Swamp
Harrier to our expanding bird list 60 species
We all agreed it was a very pleasant and enjoyable
excursion and it was great to see the lake with a
considerable amount of water and supporting a diverse
number of birds. It made the claim by a Roe Highway
supporter, who earlier in the year had written to the West
Australian and claimed that North Lake was effectively
only a dry lake bed filled with reeds and rubbish, totally
inaccurate and misleading.
Although we had not added to the 142 species I have
personally recorded at the lake and the 157 in total
at North Lake, that did not matter as the excursion
confirmed that North Lake is still a wonderful natural
reserve and continues to support a diverse range of water
and bushbird species.
Wynton Maddeford

Wingedyne Reserve (Varied Sittella, White-winged Triller
and Tawny-crowned Honeyeater), Dingo Hill (Western
Wattlebird and Brown Falcon) and Strathmore Reserve
(White-cheeked Honeyeater). A late afternoon stop at
a river crossing added more duck species and Whitebrowed Babbler.
During the evening, some had good views of the
frogmouth that had called frequently the previous night,
but the boobook calling from within the camp kitchen was
harder to find.
With Monday
promising fine
weather, the decision
was made to visit
Birdwood Nature
Reserve. Here we
had perhaps the
best sightings of the
whole weekend: an
enormous Wedgetailed Eagle nest,
Drying shoes and socks,
with Yellow-rumped
Kojonup (see also pp2 and 47).
Thornbills lining their
Photo by Pam Agar
nest, built into the
underside of the
wedgie’s nest, and a
pair of White-naped Honeyeaters busy around their lofty
nest. Wayne’s instruction to ‘look for a tennis ball among
thick leaves’ was a perfect description of it. After morning
tea came a final wander through a more northerly section
along the Carlecatup River.
The final total was 102 species, 23 of them breeding.
All in all a fantastic weekend. Many thanks to both
Wayne and David for their thorough preparation and
their enthusiasm to share as much of their area and
knowledge as possible (and for their tolerance of orchid /
wildflower enthusiasts!).
Pam Agar

Cherry Tree Pool Campout,
KOJONUP, 26-29 SeptEMBER
A smallish, friendly group enjoyed a very full weekend of
birding in the Kojonup and Woodanilling Shires.
Defying dismal weather on Saturday, the group visited
Kojonup Reserve, a Bush Heritage site. A variety of
bushbirds was seen, the highlights being clear views of
a Jacky Winter sitting on a nest, and a Western Thornbill
building a nest in the end of a broken spout.
A BBQ on Saturday evening was enjoyed in front of a
blazing log fire. Thanks to Peta Zadow for providing a
range of delicious salads and potato bake to accompany
the meat.
By Sunday the weather had improved somewhat and a
number of sites were visited to the north: Murapin Nature
Reserve (the highlight a big flock of Whiskered Terns),
Martinup Reserve (Black Swan and, after we left, Hooded
Plover!), Wilcox Road (White-fronted Chat and Hooded
Robin), Lake Queerararrup (lots of Australian Shelducks),
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Bickley Brook, 28 September
A poor turnout of eight members was to be expected
as the weather forecast wasn’t great for the morning
walk through Bickley valley. A total of 46 species was
seen with some of the highlights being several Whitewinged Trillers, a single Rufous Songlark that walked
across the path ahead, close views of Red-eared Firetail
carrying nest material. The real stars of the show had
to be the four adult Brown-headed Honeyeaters feeding
three newly fledged youngsters in the Calathamnus
by the pathway. These birds aren’t usually found this
close to the CBD but much further out into the Wandoo
areas, so it was really great to see these birds breeding
successfully at this site. Despite the unsettled weather
we also had decent views of Wedge-tailed Eagle and Little
Eagle, Splendid and Red-winged Fairy-wrens, Fantail and
Shining Bronze-Cuckoos, Western Rosella, Red capped
Parrot, Varied Sittella plus all of the other species usually
found in this area.
Steve Burns
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Ellis Brook, Gosnells,
5 OCTOBER
With an unsettled forecast, it was no surprise that there
was a poor turnout of only eight members. Amongst the
group was a BirdLife member from the eastern states,
here to find a few western ticks, so the pressure was on
to deliver.
The greatest surprise of the day was a pair of Brownheaded Honeyeaters. It is amazing to see these stunning
little fellas yet again so close to the CBD. A total of 60
species was seen with four raptors: Square-tailed Kite,
Whistling Kite, Little Eagle and Brown Goshawk. Whitewinged Triller showed well as did the Black-tailed Nativehen which has been intermittently on the pond for over
a year. My first Rainbow Bee-eater of the season was
heard as well as the first Sacred Kingfisher in the hills for
this year. SW endemics seen included Red-winged Fairywren, White-breasted Robin, Western Wattlebird, Western
Spinebill, Western Rosella and Red-capped Parrot. No
Red-eared Firetail or White-naped Honeyeaters were
seen which is a first for me at this site. Our visitor still
managed to walk away with several new species so was
quite happy.
Steven Burns

Wellard Wetlands,
11 October
A group of 19 birdwatchers met at Wellard Wetlands on a
rather cool and overcast morning.
At the beginning and end of the walk, Regent Parrots
were sighted near the car park.
The first hide produced a large number of Hoary-headed
Grebes, and this was repeated at the other sites along
the walk. There were also good views of a pair of Greatcrested Grebes putting on their courting routine.
Later viewing spots had good numbers of Hardheads.
Other ducks seen during the morning were Musk Duck,
Australian Shelduck, Australian Wood Duck, Australasian
Shoveler, Grey Teal, Pacific Black Duck and Blue-billed
Duck. There were also several families of Black Swan.
As to raptors, there were frequent sightings of Whistling
Kites and good views of an Eastern Osprey (on a tree
opposite the second hide), Swamp Harrier and Nankeen
Kestrel.
The bird of the day was probably a White-winged Triller,
which has been seen regularly at Wellard recently
towards the end of the straight part of the main track.
This was a first for several of the observers present.
The cable-ski park recently developed immediately to the
east of Wellard Wetlands is now in operation. Concern
had been expressed about its potential detrimental effect
on Wellard Wetlands. However, its expanses of water
and revegetated banks are already attracting birdlife.
It may prove to be less of a problem than a housing

Page 38

development, with its
attendant permanent
human population and
dogs and cats, would be
on that site.

Leucistic Pacific Black
Duck, Herdsman Lake
(see also p48). Photo by
John McMullan

Our observations for
an enjoyable morning’s
birdwatching were 58
species.
Charles Merriam

Maurice Hamer Park, Herdsman
Lake, 25 OCTOBER
The top team from BirdLife WA was available to assist
any members of the public who responded to the
advertising of this bird walk at the end of Bird Week. Two
visitors and 21 members benefited from the expertise on
a walk around part of the lake, the Wildlife Centre and
the boardwalk. Very high water levels reduced the variety
of bird species, but a total of 57 species was reached.
Highlights of the day were excellent views of Great
Crested Grebes, some already nesting, and of Nankeen
Night Herons. The Freckled Duck was extremely cryptic,
needing a telescope to see and was only seen by a few
people. A couple of Glossy Ibis were less spectacular in
the dull light of a cloudy day. Only two raptor species
were present. A leucistic Pacific Black Duck proved
interesting to all.
Claire Gerrish

Lake Claremont, 30 OCTOBER
An overcast and cool start to the day still attracted 32
people to Lake Claremont for the Thursday morning walk
led by David Free. In addition to the BWA members who
attended were members of the Friends of Lake Claremont
and Claremont council personnel. The re-vegetation work
that has been carried out around the lake has been most
effective and would serve as an excellent example to
other groups that may wish to enhance local reserves.
The water level in the lake was still quite high and good
numbers of waterbirds were seen, including eight duck
species, with many of the adult ducks tending ducklings.
Both Hoary-headed and Australasian Grebe, Eurasian
Coot and Dusky Moorhen also provided breeding records,
and at least two Willie Wagtail nests with sitting birds
were found. We had excellent views of good numbers
of Rufous Night Herons. Two small flocks of Red-tailed
Black-Cockatoos flew over and three Brown Goshawks
were seen circling overhead. (see photos, pp20, 39 and
43)
A total of 43 species was recorded over the two and a
half hour stroll around the lake.
Clive Nealon
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Cervantes Campout,
7-9 November

the wetlands nearer the coast we
saw Glossy and Straw-necked Ibis
, a White-necked Heron, and Blackwinged Stilts.

Twenty members enjoyed perfect
weather for the short weekend
campout at Cervantes. We gathered
on Friday evening by the sea when
leader Chris Wilder gave us the
details of the program. An early
start on Saturday saw us leave the
caravan park at 7.00am and after a
stop to look at a wetland we drove
on to Mt Lesueur National Park.
Many species of wildflowers were
still at their best and Tawny-crowned
and several other honeyeaters
were enjoying the blossom. We saw
Splendid and Variegated Fairy-wrens,
a White Breasted Robin, a pair of
White-winged Triller and several
raptors were wheeling overhead. At

On Sunday morning we drove to
Kangaroo Point and were surprised
to see a small flock of Australian
Shelduck busily feeding in the ocean.
On the shore was a flock of 30 or
more Ruddy Turnstones feeding in
the weed. Our final destination was
Lake Thetis where the Stromatolites
were of interest and brief glimpses
were had of a Rufous Fieldwren and a
solitary Red-capped Plover resting on
a Stromatolite.

Rufous Fieldwren, Lake Thetis,
Cervantes (see also p47). Photo by
John McMullan

The final tally was 83 species and
a new member Carl was the lucky
winner. Our thanks to Christine for her
excellent organisation.
Wendy Napier

White Torque Pty Ltd

Gavin White

Australasian Shoveler, Lake
Claremont (see report, p38). Photo
by David Free

MRB5813

Ph: 0448 975 586
or Ph: 0406 280 183
For servicing and repairs to all
makes of vehicles
Specialising in air conditioners,
servicing and repairs
Collection and delivery service
offered.
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Kangaroo with Brown-headed Honeyeater, Eyre (see
report, p40). Photo by Keith Lightbody
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Observatory reports
EYRE BIRD OBSERVATORY
Whilst we have enjoyed our stay as caretakers
here at Eyre, we are not avid twitchers. Hence it
is wonderful to watch those who are, when they
see and photograph a bird that they have not
seen before. One fellow said that he stood still in
the bush for almost two hours to get a shot of the
female Blue-breasted Fairy-wren . The male was
showing off, but the female was very timid.
Dr Andrew Browne recorded the first sighting for this
season of five Oriental Plovers on Kanidal Beach. After a
hot spell on the Nullarbor, Eyre can expect to see many
arid species that drift down to the beach. Oriental Plover
occur almost every year.
We were also fortunate to be caretakers whilst Keith
Lightbody held a photography course here. If you would
like to improve your birding photography skills I can
highly recommend attending one of Keith’s courses.
Participants enjoyed the experience and learned a
tremendous amount from him over six days. Keith will
be running a course again next year and we have three
participants booked for it already.
Some of the pointers I took from the course included:
1.

adjust the depth of field so that the whole bird is in
focus;

2.

if multiple birds, try to position yourself to get clear
separation between them;

3.

take the shot at eye level and try to capture their
personality;

4.

ensure that the background is not distracting and try
not to have overlapping branches;

5.

if the bird is in flight, when cropping the shot, ensure
that there is space in front of the bird for it to fly
into;

6.

be aware of the digital exposure triangle. Shutter
speed, ISO and aperture.

Keith said that a good photograph is made, not taken,
and when judging he looks for five criteria:
1.

originality;

2.

technical excellence;

3.

composition;

4.

artistic merit;

5.

overall impact.

The day before the course started this year was
different. Two nest logs suitable for Major Mitchell’s
Cockatoos were donated by Wally Kerkhoff from
Moora. Tim Corbett, Kris Ryan and Terry Swalwell
helped me with the installation. The first log was
installed in a tree within sight of the verandah outside
the EBO office. The first visitor to the new nest log was a
Striated Pardalote, next was a New Holland Honeyeater!
Finally the Major Mitchell’s Cockatoos started checking
out the nest. Within 24 hours one cockatoo had been
inside the nest log multiple times. As you can imagine,
all of this was photographed in detail. We hope the nest
logs will be suitable for
breeding as this would
provide an additional
point of interest at EBO.
At the beginning of the
course all cameras were
set to optimum settings
for bird photography.
It was particularly easy
this year as everyone
had a Canon 7D! The
regular visits of birds
for water gave lots
Members on the
of opportunities to
photography course at Eyre
refine photographic
(see also pp4, 39 and 48).
technique. Apart from
the honeyeaters we
L-R: Kris, Terry, Keith, Tim,
were grateful to have
Wendy, Greg. Photo by Tim
lots of Major Mitchell’s
Corbett
Cockatoos visit for a
drink and to feed in
the nearby acacias. Late one afternoon there were 38
cockatoos sitting in a single tree. At dusk each day the
cockatoos would return inland. Every evening we used
the EBO projector to cover additional photographic
techniques and ran slideshows of photos taken during the
day. Critical review allowed each photographer to identify
areas for improvement.
Daytime activities included beach observations and
walks on the many local trails. A visit to Burnabbie was
rewarding with a Dusky Woodswallow sitting on a nest,
the arrival of the first Rainbow Bee-eaters for the season
and two juvenile Yellow-plumed Honeyeaters with wide
open mouths in a low bush. Part of another day was used
to compare lenses and test out micro adjustment values.

Murphy’s Law always prevails when you sight something
unusual. No time to get a shot! For me it was briefly
seeing a Black-tailed Native-hen.
For us, the people who come to Eyre make it joyful and
the birds bring them, so the two are intertwined and
inseparable. Of course, 50% of our guests are nonbirders and we thoroughly enjoy their company, stories of
travel and experiences equally.
Wendy & Greg Murray
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Photography at Eyre — course report

The Collared Sparrowhawk visit was special — the bird
spent 20 minutes in the area and we took heaps of
photos as it had a bath. Watching the Brown-headed
Honeyeater plucking fur from a kangaroo was also
fascinating — the ‘roo did not seem to mind a bit! The
many bird photos taken each day were a great aid in
compiling the daily tally of bird sightings. All participants
left with a lovely collection of images and an improved
understanding of how to capture and process great bird
photos.
Keith Lightbody, Course Leader
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Coming events
Important note re campouts
Members anticipating attending campouts must notify the BirdLife WA Office (9383 7749) of the number in their party
and when they will arrive.
If you are unsure, put your name down as you can always cancel.
An emergency contact number should also be provided in case of accident.

New members
Please let the leaders know that you are a new member and don’t hesitate to ask for assistance with bird sightings.

Saturday 6 December 2014: Alfred
Cove, Melville
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park in Troy
Park next to the oval, off Burke Drive,
Attadale. There should be migratory
waders and waterbirds around the river,
and there are always bushbirds in the
park. Over 130 bird species have been
recorded here. Bring your telescope if
you have one.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Toni Webster
Summer surveys in the Great
Western Woodlands: Saturday
6 to Friday 12 December – dates
flexible
Summer bird surveys in the Great
Western Woodlands (GWW) are planned
for the second week of December,
although surveys can be scheduled
later than this time. The summer
season is the warmest and usually
driest time of the year and, if you don’t
mind the heat, finding where the birds
are in summer can be invaluable as
it helps piece together how the birds
use the GWW. Conditions of extreme
temperatures and severe fire warnings
will be avoided. There are nine survey
areas to choose from including five that
have yet to be surveyed in summer:
Helena and Aurora Range, Cave Hill,
Fraser Range Station, Jilbadji Nature
Reserve and Dundas Nature Reserve.
The remaining four survey areas have
been surveyed once or twice in summer
and these are Karroun Hill, Frank Hann/
Peak Charles, Credo and Transline.
Both Credo and Fraser Range have
accommodation and camping facilities
available.
If the week indicated does not suit,
please suggest your preferred dates
when you register your interest. To
register your interest, email Shapelle
McNee gww@birdlife.org.au or phone
on 0439 668 693 or 9287 2716.
For members and the general public.
Organiser: Shapelle McNee
Sunday 7 December: Penguin
Island, Shoalwater
Photogroup activity
Meet at the ferry terminal car park at
8:30 am to catch the 9:00 am ferry.

The car park is near the corner of
Arcadia Drive and Penguin Road in
Shoalwater. We will photograph the
Australian Pelican rookeries, Bridled
Terns, Crested and Caspian Terns with
young and also Pied Cormorants, which
have a regular flight path conveniently
close to the pier.

duck, and various raptors. Bring your
telescope if you have one.

Bring your lunch as we will have it
on the lawn and share images on the
laptop.

For further details look for the notice in
this edition of Western Australian Bird
Notes. Contact the office or John Graff
(jgraff2@hotmail.com) for competition
rules and entry forms.

For members and guests only.
Leader: Pauline Arnold

Sunday 7 December: BWA
Christmas barbecue
The annual Christmas barbecue this
year will be held, as usual, at Peregrine
House, at about 6:00 pm, on the
lawn at the rear of the building. Bring
your own food and drink, and chairs if
possible. BBQ provided. All members
welcome.
Thursday 11 December: Pelican
Point, Crawley
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the gazebo at
the entrance to the Reserve. This
is to the west of the Mount’s Bay
Sailing Club, at the end of Australia
II Drive, off Hackett Drive, Crawley.
Over 110 species have been recorded
here. Water levels in the lagoon have
increased in recent years, and there
has been some revegetation work in
the reserve. We will walk through the
reserve, along the river and through
adjacent bushland. We will look for
waterbirds and bushbirds.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Charles Merriam
Saturday 13 December: Big Carine
Lake, Carine
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park off
Beach Road, Carine. Big Carine Lake
is part of the Northern Swan Coastal
Plain IBA for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo.
Over 90 species have been recorded
at this lake, including the three ibis,
Buff-banded Rail, several species of
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For members and guests only.
Leader: Clive Nealon
Saturday 13 to Sunday 14
December: Twitchathon

Sunday 28 December: Lake
McLarty, Murray
Full-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the gate into
Lake McLarty Reserve. Travel on the
Perth-Bunbury Highway past Pinjarra
Road, turning right into Mills Road and
continue for approximately 1.7 km
until you see the white gate on the
right. Take your lunch, sun hat, insect
repellent, water and telescopes. Wear
rubber boots or old shoes as it will be
muddy.
Lake McLarty is an IBA site for
migratory waders so there should be a
variety of waders at the lake, as well
as many waterbirds and bushbirds.
Note: this excursion may be moved to
an alternative venue if water levels are
unsuitable.
For members and guests only.
Leader: To be advised
Sunday 4 January 2015: Waterford
Foreshore, Salter Point
Half-day excursion
Meet at the Curtin University Boat
Shed at 7:30 am. To reach the parking
area travel along Manning Road and
turn into Elderfield Road which is on
the western side of the Trinity College
playing fields. Proceed to the end of
this street and the parking area is on
the right-hand side. We will walk along
the river front for about 2 km and
return via a nearby park.
Bring morning tea because, if time
permits, we will move to Salter Point
where further species may be seen.
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For members and guests only.
Leaders: Lorraine and Richard Chyne
Saturday 10 January: Lake McLarty,
Murray
Full day Photogroup excursion
Meet at 8:30 am at the gate into
McLarty reserve. Travel on Forrest
Highway past Pinjarra Road, turn
right into Mills Road and continue for
approximately 3.8 km until you see
the white gate on the right. You will
need lunch and plenty of water, sun
protection, a fly net and insect repellent
as well as rubber boots or old shoes
as it will be muddy. A groundsheet
or short stool to lie or sit upon at the
water’s edge is also advised.
We will investigate a number of sites in
and near to Lake McLarty reserve. Lake
McLarty is an IBA site for migratory
waders so there should be a variety of
waders at the lake, as well as many
waterbirds and bushbirds. Over 140
bird species have been recorded in this
reserve.
Note: This excursion may be moved to
an alternative venue if water levels are
unsuitable.
For members and guests only.
Leaders: Sandra and Ian Wallace

Sunday 11 January: Blackwall
Reach, Bicton
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the junction of Kent
Street and Blackwall Reach Parade. A
pleasant walk along the Swan River
along a bush track which is noted
for its population of White-cheeked
Honeyeaters. We will also look for
waders along the Point Walter Beach.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Sue Abbotts

Thursday 15 January: Baigup
Wetlands, Bayswater
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the car park near
the Rowing Club at the end of Milne
Street in Bayswater. Turn south-east
off Guildford Road into Milne Street and
follow this to the end, then turn right
into the car park. There is a variety of
waterbirds and bushbirds.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Maris Lauva
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Sunday 18 January: Lake Gwelup,
Stirling
Half-day excursion

accommodation at the caravan park by
phoning 9851 1691 and mention you
are with BirdLife Australia.

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park at the
corner of Stoneman Street and Huntriss
Road, north of Karrinyup Road. We
should see waterbirds and bushbirds,
and raptors are often seen here. Lake
Gwelup is within the Northern Swan
Coastal Plain Important Bird Area (IBA)
for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo.

Numbers will be limited to 25 members
only so register at the BirdLife WA
office on 9383 7749.

For members and the general public.
Leader: Peter White
Monday 19 January: Bold Park Eco
Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Note one week earlier because of Public
Holiday on 26 January.
Sue Abbotts will give a talk on
Macquarie Island.
Saturday 24 January: Woodman
Point, Cockburn
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park at
Woodman Point on Jervoise Bay. Turn
right off Cockburn Road, into O’Kane
Court, then left into Jervoise Bay Cove,
and almost immediately right into
Woodman Point Road. Drive to the end
of the road and take the last left to the
car park.
We will walk along the beach to
Woodman Spit, and back along the
other side to Cockburn Cement Jetty
to look for waders and seabirds. Bring
your telescopes.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Gavin White

Saturday 24 January to Monday 26
January: Australia Day campout at
Mount Barker
Excursions will radiate from Mount
Barker to several lakes and a variety
of habitats, including a day trip to the
Porongurups. Various woodland areas
will be visited ranging from White Gum
to Karri, and sandplain areas should
provide further variation.
The Mount Barker Caravan Park has
campsites, cabins and chalets, and
will suit members who prefer good
accommodation. Opposite the caravan
park is a motel with views of the
Porongurups. Eight powered sites have
been booked and the deposit paid.
There is a minimum of three nights’
stay. Members should book their own

For members and guests only.
Leaders: Andrew and Jill Hobbs

Saturday 24 January to Monday 26
January: Australia Day campout at
Shannon National Park, Shire of
Manjimup
Shannon National Park campsite is
located in the heart of Karri country
and is 55 km south of Manjimup on
the South West Highway. There are
hot showers and flush toilets in two
ablution blocks. There is a national park
fee of $12 per vehicle valid for your
stay and camping costs are $10 per
person per night.
There are a number of walk trails
including a nearby dam and easy
access to Muir-Unicup Lakes System,
Mount Pingrup and the south coast.
The Muir-Unicup Lakes system is an
Important Bird Area (IBA) for the
Australasian Bittern.
Numbers will be limited to 25 members
only so register at the BirdLife WA
office on 9383 7749.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Peter Taylor

Saturday 31 January: Garvey Park,
Ascot
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park, next
to the rowing club, at the western
end of Fauntleroy Avenue, off Great
Eastern Highway. This area has a good
variety of waterbirds and bushbirds.
Species recorded here have included
Buff-banded Rail, Spotless Crake and
Mistletoebird.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Clive Nealon

Saturday 7 to Sunday 8 February:
Rottnest Shorebird 2020 Count
This survey is part of the twice-annual
count of shorebirds on Rottnest Island
for both the Rottnest Island Authority
and the Shorebirds 2020 database. The
island has been listed as an Important
Bird Area (IBA) on the basis of the
breeding Fairy Tern colony and the
numbers of Banded Stilt that use this
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site. So the data gathered contributes
to this BirdLife Australia project also.
The shorebird survey will take place
early on the Saturday, and Sunday
will be spent reviewing the sites,
unless the weather indicates that
we should do the count on the
Sunday. The accommodation will be
booked from Friday 6th to Monday 9th.
Accommodation at the Research Station
is now under the control of the Rottnest
Island Authority and at no cost apart
from incidentals. The cooking facilities,
refrigerators, and beds have all been
updated and the building has been
cleaned and painted. You need to bring
your own food or buy it on arrival. The
group usually eats in the settlement on
the Saturday.
Ferry fares will be available with a
concession for parking at Northport.
Transport around the island is provided
with the use of two vehicles but the
vehicles cannot be used at night.
Numbers are limited to 16 people.
Members experienced in wader
identification are required but we
can take some members who are
less confident. It is a good learning
opportunity. If you are interested in
attending, please register your name
and contact details, including e-mail
address, at the BWA office on 9383
7749.
For members only.
Leader: Sue Mather

Saturday 7 February: Albany
pelagic
Meet at Emu Point Boat Harbour,
Albany, at 6:45 am for a prompt
departure. We will travel offshore
to the edge of the continental shelf
looking for a variety of albatrosses,
petrels, shearwaters and other
seabirds, returning to port at around
4:00 pm. The Albany pelagic has never
been run at this time of year and it
will be interesting to see if birds not
encountered on other Albany pelagic
trips are sighted.
There is a limit of 18 people on the
boat, and if we get enough people we
will run trips on both days. The trips
are run on a cost-share basis, so the
cost is dependent on the number of
participants — it is expected to be
$150 per person with a full boat of
18 people, increasing if the boat is
not filled (e.g. estimated cost with 15
people is $180 per person). These costs
are for a single trip.

Book a place by contacting John
Graff either by e-mail at jgraff2@
hotmail.com (preferred) or by phone
on 0424 008 179. You are welcome to
book for one day only or both days.
Leader: John Graff
Sunday 8 February: Albany pelagic
Details as above.
Sunday 8 February: Peel Inlet,
Mandurah
Full day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am north of the Erskine
Lakes near the end of Southmead
Green. Coming from Perth go over the
Mandurah Bypass Bridge, take the first
left into Sticks Boulevard, the first left
into Abbotswood Parkway, the first right
into Pennington Garden and the first
left into Southmead Green. We will look
for waterbirds and bushbirds around
the lakes and estuary. The Peel-Harvey
Estuary is an Important Bird Area (IBA)
for migratory waders and Fairy Tern.
The shore at Coodanup may also be
visited by those wishing to extend the
excursion after lunch. Bring insect
repellent, your telescope if you have
one, and come and learn about waders.
This excursion will also contribute to
the annual shorebird count.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Sue Abbotts
Wednesday 11 February: Wireless
Hill Park, Ardross
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the first car park

on the right- hand side of Telefunken
Drive. From Risely Street turn
west into Almondbury Road and go
straight through the roundabout onto
Telefunken Rd and into Wireless Hill
Park. Sixty species of birds have been
seen here.
For members and the general public.
Leaders: John and Ruth Luyer

Saturday 14 February to Sunday
15 February: Photogroup campout,
Myalup
We will meet at 7:30 am on Saturday
at Myalup Beach and over the weekend
will visit several sites including Lake
Preston and Leschenault. Birds that
we might see include a wide variety
of waders including breeding Hooded
Plovers. Members of the Myalup bird
observers group will be present so
we will have lots of local knowledge
available. Over the weekend we should
have plenty of opportunity to discuss
ideas and techniques and to compare
photographs.
Book your own accommodation at the
Myalup Beach Caravan Park (chalets
and powered sites) or at Lions Myalup
Pines Cottages (4 to 8 people per
cottage at reasonable rates). Please
contact Sandra Wallace by email at
wallaces9@hotmail.com or telephone
0457 220 600 to advise of your
intention to attend and to discuss
accommodation.
Co-ordinators: Sandra Wallace and
Errol Harwood (Myalup Bird Observers)
Leader: To be advised

Sunday 15 February: Kogolup Lake,
Cockburn
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park on
Branch Circus. Take the Beeliar Drive
exit off Kwinana Freeway and head
west, turning left into Hammond Road
and then right into Branch Circus.
Travel along Branch Circus for about 1
km until you see a limestone parking
area on the right. There should be
a good variety of bushbirds and
waterbirds.

Hoary-headed Grebe, Lake
Claremont (see also pp20, 38 and
39). Photo by David Free
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Please bring your scopes and rubber
boots as it will be muddy.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Robyn Pickering
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Sunday 22 February: Bibra Lake,
Cockburn
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:00 am in the first car park
at the northern end of the lake off
Progress Drive. Bibra Lake is a part of
the Beeliar Wetlands chain and a large
number of bushbirds and waterbirds
can be seen here. Over 130 bird
species have been recorded in this
reserve. Bring water, hats, and scope if
you have one.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Wynton Maddeford

Monday 23 February: Bold Park Eco
Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat
Annual general meeting and
monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Dr Allan Burbidge will give a talk
on “Recent developments in the
conservation of threatened species in
south-west Australia”.

Friday 27 February to Monday 2
March:
Labour Day campout at Bremer Bay
Bremer Bay is a delightful, small town
situated on the south coast at the
mouth of Wellstead Estuary and on the
edge of Fitzgerald National Park. It was
settled in the 1850s and there is a lot
of history in the area. Because of the
many different habitats in and around
Bremer Bay and Fitzgerald National
Park, we should see a good number of
species. Rock Parrot, Hooded Plover,
Chestnut Teal, Brush Bronzewing,
Shy Heathwren, Rufous Fieldwren and
Western Whipbirds have all been seen.
Fitzgerald National Park is an Important
Bird Area (IBA) for Carnaby’s Black
Cockatoo, Western Whipbird, Malleefowl
and Western Bristlebird.
Eight powered sites have been booked
at the Bremer Bay Beaches Resort
and Tourist Park at a reduced rate of
$35 for two people. Other types of
accommodation such as cabins are
also available. This is the quieter and
4-star caravan park on Wellstead Road.
Please phone 9837 4290 to make your
booking, mentioning that you are with
BirdLife WA. There is a minimum of
three nights’ stay.
Numbers will be limited to 25 members
so register at the BirdLife WA office on
9383 7749.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Sue Abbotts
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Saturday 28 February – Monday 2
March: Labour Day campout – East
Augusta and Milyeanup coast, Shire
of Augusta-Margaret River
This campout will be on a private cattle
property east of Augusta. We shall
explore the coast, East Augusta, Scott
River and Gingilup. The camp area is
under shady peppermint trees a short
distance from the ocean. There are no
facilities so please be self-sufficient
for food and water. There is no power
available but basic toilet facilities will
be supplied by BirdLife WA. Only tents
and camper trailers (no wider than a
vehicle) are able to access the paddock
entrance. Sorry – no caravans. The
track to the campsite is hard sand
and a Hi-Ace van with relatively good
clearance has no difficulty accessing
it. An information sheet will be sent
out prior to the campout showing
directions, arrival and departure times
(gate is locked) and other details.
Numbers will be strictly limited to
20 members only, so register at the
BirdLife WA office on 9383 7749 and
put your name, and telephone number/
email address on the list as usual.
Please indicate if you have a 4WD.
If you have any questions regarding
access or camp facilities please contact
Christine on cwilderone@yahoo.com.au.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Christine Wilder
Sunday 1 March: Alfred Cove,
Melville
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park in
Troy Park next to the Oval, off Burke
Drive, Attadale. There should be some
migratory waders and waterbirds
around the river, and there are always
bushbirds in the park. Buff-banded
Rails have been seen here. Over 80
bird species have been recorded in this
reserve. Bring your ‘scope if you have
one.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Toni Webster
Sunday 8 March: Lake Joondalup,
Joondalup
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at Neil Hawkins Park,
in the car park at the end of Boas
Avenue. Joondalup Lake has recorded
the highest number of species for any
BirdLife WA half-day excursion with 75
species of birds seen in one morning
excursion. There are always lots of

waterbirds and bushbirds to be seen
around this large lake, and there could
be waders as well. Lake Joondalup
is within the Northern Swan Coastal
Plain Important Bird Area for Carnaby’s
Black-Cockatoo.
Bring your telescope if you have one.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Wayne Merritt
Thursday 12 March: Lake Monger,
Cambridge
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the most westerly
car park off Lake Monger Drive. The
walk around the lake will take 2 to 3
hours. This is a good opportunity to see
many species of ducks, waterbirds and
some bushbirds. Spotless Crake is often
seen depending on the water level.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Claire Gerrish
Saturday 14 March: Wellard
Wetlands, Baldivis
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the entrance to
Wellard Wetlands on the northern side
of Bertenshaw Road, 1 km from St
Albans Road. Coming from Perth, turn
left off Kwinana Freeway into Mundijong
Road, then right into St Albans Road
and right into Bertenshaw Road. There
should be plenty of bushbirds and
waterbirds here, as well as several
species of raptors.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Charles Merriam
Sunday 15 March: Herdsman Lake,
Stirling
Half-day Photogroup excursion
Meet at 2:30 pm at the Maurice Hamer
car park. Turn off Pearson Street into
Falcon Avenue, then right into Lakeside
Road. The car park is on the left
opposite Heron place.
Over 140 species of birds have
been recorded here. Late afternoon,
especially the golden hour, is an ideal
time to photograph birds on the water
in this location.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Pauline Arnold
Sunday 22 March: Herdsman Lake,
Stirling
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park of
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the Perth Pony Club. To reach the car
park, drive along Jon Sanders Drive
from Perth and turn left just before you
reach Selby Street. This is one of the
waterbird refuges that never dry up.
Herdsman Lake is located within the
Northern Swan Coastal Plain Important
Bird Area for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo.
Bring your telescope if you have one.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Sue Abbotts
Monday 23 March: Bold Park Eco
Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Dr Nic Dunlop will give a talk on “Tern
foraging off the central west coast of
Western Australia.
Sunday 29 March: Yangebup Lake,
Cockburn
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in Parkes Street west.
Turn into Osprey Drive from North
Lake Road and immediately turn into
Parkes Street. Parkes Street now only
runs for about 200 m before being shut
off. Park in this area and walk to the
barrier across the road. There should
be a good variety of waterbirds and
bushbirds. Bring your scope if you have
one.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Robyn Pickering
Friday 3 April to Monday 6 April:
Easter campout at Jaurdi Station,
Shire of Coolgardie
Jaurdi Station, a former pastoral lease,
was purchased by DPaW in 1989 for

conservation and research. It is a good
birding area due to excellent diversity
of landforms and vegetation. Ninetysix species have been recorded, mostly
during BWA visits. Some specialties
include Gilbert’s Whistler, Purplecrowned Lorikeet, Redthroat, Peregrine
Falcon, Major Mitchell’s Cockatoo,
Ground Cuckoo-shrike and Southern
Scrub-robin.

Friday 3 April to Monday 6 April:
Easter campout at Esperance

Jaurdi Station is approximately 500
km from Perth and 48 km north of
Boorabbin off Great Eastern Highway.
Travel directions will be given in the
March edition of WA Bird Notes.

Esperance is 721 km from Perth and
situated on the Archipelago of the
Recherche which contains more than
100 islands. The area is known for
its pristine white, sandy beaches and
nearby national parks.

There are three shearers’ rooms
each with two camp beds and a large
machinery shed/shearing shed which
can be used for camping. The rooms
can be booked at the BirdLife WA
office. There is abundant space for
tents, camper trailers and caravans.
There is a camp kitchen, hot and cold
showers and two ‘long drop’ toilets. It
is advisable to bring enough drinking
water for the weekend as the quality of
the water is unknown at present. There
is no power and DPaW have waived all
fees.
Following the Easter campout there will
be a ‘tag-along’ to survey the Great
Western Woodlands (GWW) Helena
and Aurora Ranges. Please indicate
your interest in the GWW survey when
booking the Jaurdi campout. An allwheel drive vehicle or 4x4 is necessary
to participate in the GWW survey.
Numbers will be limited to 25 members
so please book at the BirdLife WA office
on 9383 7749.

This is the best time of the year to visit
the Esperance region, as temperatures
are cooling down and rain has not yet
arrived. Birds to be seen may include
Black-faced Cormorant, Cape Barren
Goose, Hooded Plover, Banded Stilt,
Southern Emu-wren, Rufous Fieldwren,
Shy Heathwren and Rock Parrot.

We will be based on a private property
where there are camp sites and
shearers’ quarters for accommodation.
Details will be in the March edition of
WA Bird Notes. We will meet on Friday
night at the property. Planned activities
may include a trip out to Woody Island
for those who want to go and to Cape
Le Grande National Park as well as local
lakes. The Lake Gore System and Lake
Warden system are both Important
Bird Areas (IBA) for Banded Stilt and
Hooded Plover.
Please register at the BWA office on
9383 4479 and include your email
address and mobile phone number so
that further information can be sent to
you closer to the date. Numbers will be
limited to 25 members.
Members and guests only.
Leaders: Sue Mather and Jen Ford

Members and guests only.
Leader: Sue Abbotts

Crossword No. 21,
answers
ACROSS
1 toe, 4 ant, 6 expedition, 9 foresight, 10 spot, 12 sulcus, 14
reserve, 18 education, 20 crests, 23 drum, 24 gerygone, 25
agency, 27 song, 29 ear, 30 borers, 31 diagram
DOWN
1 tip, 2 higher, 3 pin, 5 tattler, 7 pastures, 8 focus, 11
performance, 13 loss, 15 sit, 16 sociable, 17 Wungong, 19
Ardea, 21 terns, 22 prey, 24 guard, 26 grow, 28 nor
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Calendar of events
BirdLife Western Australia
Western Australian Bird Notes
Subscription form
Are you joining BirdLife Australia for the first time, or renewing your membership?

Sat 6 Dec 2014: Alfred Cove, Melville, Half-day
excursion
Sat 6 to Fri 12 Dec: Summer surveys in the Great
Western Woodlands, dates flexible
Sun 7 Dec: Penguin Island, Shoalwater, Photogroup
activity
Sun 7 Dec: BWA Christmas barbecue

Do you wish to receive Western Australian Bird Notes?

Thu 11 Dec: Pelican Point, Crawley, Half-day excursion

If so, please complete the section below and send the appropriate fee to the
national office with your membership application.

Sat 13 to Sun 14 Dec: Twitchathon

Title

Sat 13 Dec: Big Carine Lake, Carine, Half-day excursion
Sun 28 Dec: Lake McLarty, Murray, Full-day excursion

First name

Sun 4 Jan 2015: Waterford Foreshore, Salter Point, Halfday excursion
Sat 10 Jan: Lake McLarty, Murray, Full day Photogroup
excursion

Last name

Sun 11 Jan: Blackwall Reach, Bicton, Half-day excursion
Thu 15 Jan: Baigup Wetlands, Bayswater, Half-day
excursion

Address

Sun 18 Jan: Lake Gwelup, Stirling, Half-day excursion
Mon 19 Jan: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat, Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Sat 24 Jan: Woodman Point, Cockburn, Half-day
excursion
Sat 24 Jan to Mon 26 Jan: Australia Day campout at
Mount Barker
Sat 24 Jan to Mon 26 Jan: Australia Day campout at
Shannon National Park, Shire of Manjimup

Postcode
Phone (h)

Sat 31 Jan: Garvey Park, Ascot, Half-day excursion

(w)

Sat 7 to Sun 8 Feb: Rottnest Shorebird 2020 Count
Sat 7 Feb: Albany pelagic
Sun 8 Feb: Albany pelagic
Sun 8 Feb: Peel Inlet, Mandurah, Full day excursion

Email

Wed 11 Feb: Wireless Hill Park, Ardross, Half-day
excursion
Sat 14 Feb to Sun 15 Feb: Photogroup campout,
Myalup
Sun 15 Feb: Kogolup Lake, Cockburn, Half-day excursion

WABN subscription rates per annum

Sun 22 Feb: Bibra Lake, Cockburn, Half-day excursion

(please cross out whichever is inapplicable)
WA and Interstate Members

$20.00

Overseas Members

$30.00

Note: WABN subscription is only available with a BirdLife Australia
membership. For membership rates, contact BirdLife Australia.

Payment details
I enclose a cheque/money order payable to ‘BirdLife Australia’
OR
Debit my Mastercard
___ ___ ___ ___

......../.........
Expiry date

o

___ ___ ___ ___

Visa

___ ___ ___ ___

....................................................................
Cardholder’s name (please print)

7/2013
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BirdLife Australia Membership
60 Leicester St, Carlton VIC 3053

Sat 28 Feb – Mon 2 Mar: Labour Day campout – East
Augusta and Milyeanup coast, Shire of AugustaMargaret River
Sun 1 Mar: Alfred Cove, Melville, Half-day excursion

Thu 12 Mar: Lake Monger, Cambridge, Half-day
excursion

.......................................................................
Signature of Cardholder

Post to:

Fri 27 Feb to Mon 2 Mar: Labour Day campout at
Bremer Bay

Sun 8 Mar: Lake Joondalup, Joondalup Half-day
excursion

o

___ ___ ___ ___

Mon 23 Feb: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat, Annual general meeting and monthly
meeting, 7:30 pm

Sat 14 Mar: Wellard Wetlands, Baldivis, Half-day
excursion
Sun 15 Mar: Herdsman Lake, Stirling, Half-day
Photogroup excursion
Sun 22 Mar: Herdsman Lake, Stirling, Half-day excursion
Mon 23 Mar: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat, Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Sun 29 Mar: Yangebup Lake, Cockburn, Half-day
excursion
Fri 3 Apr to Mon 6 Apr: Easter campout at Jaurdi
Station, Shire of Coolgardie
Fri 3 Apr to Mon 6 Apr: Easter campout at Esperance
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Members in the field

WABBA Beacon campout: (above left) on the road to Paynes Find and
(above right) Billiburning Rock (see report, p34). Photos by Penny Lee

Kojonup campout, Birdwood Nature
Reserve: (above left) looking for a
thornbill nest under an eagle’s nest and
(above right) scoping a White-naped
Honeyeater nest (see report, p37).
Photos by Pam Agar

Great Western Woodlands surveys: (above left) Fraser Range.
Photo by John McMullan.; Mt Gibson. Photo by Alan Watson.

Brice Wells introducing
the group at Ledger Road
Reserve, Kalamunda. Photo
by Stella Stewart-Wynne

National Bird Week Open Day (see report, p11). Photos by Athena
Georgiou
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Harding Dam, Pannawonica. Photo by
Stella Stewart-Wynne

Cervantes campout, Lesueur National Park
(see report, p39). Photo by John McMullan
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White-winged Triller, North Lake (see report, p36). Photo
by Ian Wallace
Dusky Woodswallow, Eyre (see report, p40). Photo
by Keith Lightbody

A pair of Rainbow Bee-eaters, Scenic Drive,
Wanneroo (see report, p23). Photo by Gary Tate

Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo, Cocanup Reserve near
Ravensthorpe. Photo by John Tucker
Australasian Shoveler, Herdsman Lake (see
report, p38). Photo by Svein van Oyen
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