Western Australian

Bird Notes
Quarterly Newsletter of the Western Australian
Branch of BirdLife Australia
No. 151 September 2014

STOP PRESS! Members’ survey enclosed
— $100 prize (see pp9-10).
birds are in our nature

A blue-flagged stilt chick ‘2W’ at 12 months of
age, photographed in July 2014 at Cantara, in
the Coorong, SA (~700 km south of the Lake
Torrens nesting colony). Note the 90% breast
band, dull brown/pink legs and white lores
(see report, p23). Photo: Reece Pedler

White-eared
Honeyeater, Eyre (see
also p48). Photo by Nick
and Rachel Hill

Common Bronzewing,
Ellis Brook (see p45).
Photo by Ian Wallace

Kimberley trip: Crimson Finch, Kununurra and (right) Northern
Rosella, Lake Argyle. Photos by John McMullan

Northern Fantail, Parry
Lagoons. Photo by Alan
Watson

Inmature Western Wattlebird,
Wireless Hill, Applecross.
Photo by Ian Wallace

Parry Lagoons: Yellow Oriole (above left) and Radjah Shelducks (right). Photos
by John McMullan

Front cover: Forest Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos, Kalgan; the two lower males were competing for the female above
(see report, p4). Photo by Keith Lightbody
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Chestnut Teal and Freckled Duck, Herdsman Lake. Photo
by Ian Wallace

Notes for Contributors
The Editors request contributors to note:
• WABN publishes material of interest to the WA Branch;
• contributions should be written or typed with double
spacing—a copy on disk or emailed would assist, especially
if in MSWord as a document without styles; do not embed
pictures or graphics in MS Word;
• contributions to be sent direct to the Editors, either at the
office or by email:
Sue Mather: suzannemather@bigpond.com
Allan Burbidge: allanb99@bigpond.net.au
• WABN uses BirdLife Australia recommended English names;
• except for Observations, contributions will be published
unless the contributor is informed to the contrary.
• Full Editorial Policy is in WABN 74:10-12
• WABN is not peer reviewed

Printing Deadlines (at the BirdLife WA Office)
December 2014 issue: 1 November
March 2015 issue: 1 February
June 2015 issue: 1 May
September 2015 issue: 1 August
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FOREST BLACK COCKATOO SYMPOSIUM AND
WORKSHOP — ‘UNDERSTANDING THE FOREST
BLACK COCKATOOS OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA’
Baudin’s Black-Cockatoo and the Forest Red-tailed BlackCockatoo are endemic to the forested south-western corner
of Western Australia, and are often referred to as the ‘Forest
Black Cockatoos’. Both species are recognised as threatened
at the State (Wildlife Conservation Act) and Federal
(Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation
Act) levels, with Baudin’s Black-Cockatoo also recognised
internationally (IUCN Red List). Unlike the more iconic
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo, the two forest species have a
much lower public profile. However, their populations and
ranges are in decline as the forest habitat they rely on for
nesting, feeding and roosting is being cleared for human land
use activities. The situation may be poorer than we realise,
as Baudin’s Black-Cockatoos are also being shot illegally by
orchardists.
This year, BirdLife WA decided to expand its conservation
activities from Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo to include Baudin’s
Black-Cockatoo and the Forest Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo. To
start that rolling, on 16 June, we hosted the first Forest Black
Cockatoo Symposium (in the morning) and Workshop (in
the afternoon) with the backing
of the Forest Black Cockatoo
Recovery Team and financial
support from Wesfarmers.
Over 70 people attended the
Symposium, of which 30 also
attended the Workshop.

(ii)

Species ecology, demographics and health (presented
by Dr Anna Le Souef, Murdoch University)

(iii)

Species management in a bauxite mining production
landscape (Dr Vicki Stokes, Alcoa)

(iv)

Forest and fire management for forest black cockatoos
(Brad Barton and Kim Williams, DPaW)

(v)

The benefits of netting in fruit orchards (Susie MurphyWhite, DAFWA)

(vi)

The benefits and costs of other bird deterrent devices
such as radar control (Mark Wilkinson, Fruit West)

(vii) Better engagement and education to motivate
behavioural change in orchard-growing communities,
and applying the DOOR (Do Our Own Research)
approach to solving conservation-production issues
(Anne Sibbel, community psychologist and Sandy Pate,
Perth Region NRM).

The Symposium and Workshop were chaired and facilitated
by Sue Middleton from WA Grassroots Development, who did
a fantastic job! Attendees to the Symposium and Workshop
included representatives
from the three major primary
industries that forest black
cockatoos come in contact
with: mining, forestry and
pome fruit production. Also
included were members from
a range of organisations
The Symposium and Workshop
including the Forest Black
were developed using the
Cockatoo Recovery Team, the
recovery actions underlined
WA Museum, Department of
in the current Forest Black
Parks and Wildlife, DAFWA,
Cockatoo Recovery Plan as a
WA universities, environmental
guide. With the implementation
consulting groups, the NRM and
of the Forest Management Plan
Catchment Council divisions,
2014-2023, there are a number
environmental and community
of items of interest to the Forest
groups such as Kaarakin, the
Black Cockatoo Recovery Team,
Cockatoo Coalition, WWF,
BirdLife WA and local community
Landcare and the WA Forest
groups. The four major ones are
Alliance, as well as the Holmes
(i) the requirement of more
à Court Foundation, Water Corp
knowledge of critical breeding,
Baudin’s Black-Cockatoo. Photo by Keith
and Western Power. Mr Chris J.
feeding and roosting habitat,
Tallentire, MLA — the Shadow
Lightbody
and the impact of natural
Minister for Environment,
habitat loss across Western
Climate Change and Lands
Australia’s forested districts
from the Parliament of Western Australia — also attended
through (ii) mining; (iii) forestry; and (iv) the ongoing
the Symposium.
pressures associated with conflicts between Baudin’s BlackThis Symposium and Workshop aimed to not only inform,
Cockatoos and pome fruit-growing orchardists.
but also to generate good outcomes between all the different
stakeholders through the development of a workable action
In order to address these specific points, we had a selection
plan that would aid in integrating the conservation of Forest
of seven special speakers from a range of disciplines
Black Cockatoos within the multiple-use forested landscape
presenting at the Symposium. The intention of each
of south-western Australia. These outcomes include:
presentation was to provide Symposium attendees with
answers to three questions: 1) What did we not know
before? 2) What do we know now? and 3) Where do we go
from here? The seven topics covered in the presentations
include:
(i)

Species population distributions, conservation
status, and threatening processes (presented by Ron
Johnstone, WA Museum)
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(i)

Raising the awareness of the status of the two Forest
Black Cockatoo species, and to further work into
identifying critical habitat features for these birds such
as nesting, roosting and feeding sites;

(ii)

Increasing the understanding of the impacts of ongoing
threatening processes from mining and forestry and
how they may be managed;
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Forest Black Cockatoo Symposium and
Workshop — ‘Understanding the Forest Black
Cockatoos of Western Australia, ctd.
(iii)

Better comprehension of the conflicts occurring
between fruit orchardists and Baudin’s Black-Cockatoo,
and what mitigation actions are best practice and
possible (eg, through netting or radar devices);

(iv) Advising the Forest Black Cockatoo Recovery Team and
Recovery Plan.
As for BirdLife WA, moving forward from the Symposium
and Workshop, the objective of the Forest Black Cockatoo
Recovery Project is to re-establish sustainable populations
of threatened forest black cockatoos across south-western
Australia through a combination of research, monitoring and
recovery activities. These activities include:

our knowledge about the species’ population and where it
occurs; (iii) Understanding the impacts of ongoing threats
and how to mitigate them; (iv) Increasing the connectivity of
suitable habitat to enhance movements of black cockatoos;
(v) Using education to increase awareness and appreciation
of black cockatoos in communities across Western Australia;
(vi) Engaging landholders and community groups to
get involved in on-ground recovery actions which build
community ownership and community capacity to manage
local landscapes for black cockatoos; and (vii) Forming
partnerships with stakeholders to share knowledge and
advice to address ecological management issues and develop
landscape-scale plans.

(i) Identifying priority habitat and increasing the number of
critically important nesting, feeding and roosting trees; (ii)
Identifying conservation needs and addressing the gaps in

Dr Jessica Lee

STIRLING RANGE RETREAT
Escape to the Mountains
STIRLING RANGE RETREAT
IS FOR SALE $1,700,000.
At the base of the Stirling Range is our
eco-holiday park.

•

All offers considered

•

BIG returns of 16%

A haven where magnificent mountains,
pristine mallee country, birds,
wildflowers and a healthy lifestyle
collide.

•

One of 34 biodiversity lots of the world

•

14.1 ha (35 acres) bush land adjoining
Stirling Range National Park

We came for 5 years, and have enjoyed 18
wonderful years. It is time to retire.
Here is a golden opportunity to secure a
profitable business.
Please forward this to other interested
parties.
Many thanks, Tony and Ayleen.
•

Sellers finance available or trade

•

Motivated Sellers
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Variety of accommodation
Four Seasons for Bush Walking and Wildflowers
Magnificent Mountain Walks
Location Location Location
Golden opportunity!
For further information contact
Tony Sands : 0428 279 224
Stirling Range Retreat
Post: 8639 Chester Pass Road
Amelup, Western Australia 6338
Location: 8639 Chester Pass Road
opposite Bluff Knoll Road
Ph: +61 8 9827 9229 Fax: +61 8 9827 9224
Web: www.stirlingrange.com.au
Email: info@stirlingrange.com.au
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Letters to the Editors
Dear Editors
Aboriginal bird names
I always read Robert Stranger’s contributions to WABN with
much interest. He cites Ian Abbott’s (2009) suggestions for
the popular use of Aboriginal native bird names. What’s in a
name?
I was once gifted a damaged and incomplete bird book I
suspect was published in the early sixties by V. Serventy,
although the once official taxa and even common names
of several of the birds listed and described have long since
changed. Compounding this complexity, common English
names used in Australia for native bird species commonly
differ from state to state. All this would seem to subscribe
to Abbott’s argument that Aboriginal bird names do not
change over time. No doubt with a good many other birders,
I already find the Latin-derived taxa often tongue twisting
enough, but the system provides the universal benefit of a
‘dead’ language’s immutably standardised spelling for each
species on record for all time — even though some are now
extinct.
It is less of a surprise that Bob fails, like Serventy, to
find any Aboriginal names for most of the transequatorial
migratory waders, for I failed to find a Noongah word locally
even for our endemic Hooded Plover. A bigger surprise is that
neither Serventy nor Bob find Aboriginal names for birds as
conspicuous as Australian White Ibis and Straw-necked Ibis,
suggesting, perhaps, that both species have only in relatively
recent times heavily colonised the south-west region.
Moreover, the Whistling Kite (and other endemic species that
are known to migrate seasonally within Australia) may lead
to a confusion of different Aboriginal names for them.
All that aside, I understand the Noongah of the Harvey
district know the Forest Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo as
Korijek. Serventy’s (Harvey district) spelling is, Korridg-ecup, which, when the Noongah’s ubiquitous locative suffix
is correctly rendered, should read, ‘The place of the Redtailed Black-Cockatoo’ (not Bob’s Korakj). Moreover, as far
as I know, the Noongah language of our south-west region
lacks significant sub-dialects, or much, if any, overlapping
with other of Australia’s mainland Aboriginal languages.
Moreover, readers would note the disparity in the rendering
of phonetics used to capture Aboriginal pronunciation. We
are not to know whether Aboriginal languages use both a
soft and a hard ‘g’, or ‘u’ letters.
My presumed Serventy book (in which the author’s
introduction acknowledges also R.H. Stranger and V.N.
Serventy, et al.) helpfully places alongside each different
Aboriginal bird titles the respective districts from where each
bird noun originates. I assume Bob Stranger invariably uses
bird names derived from the Aborigines of the SW region,
although the boundaries of different Aboriginal dialects are
not likely to be precise. Nonetheless, Bob seems to assume
on an already established standardised spelling of those
nouns from whichever Aboriginal dialect (once numbering
up to 125, with some 75 believed to be extant, many to
a rapidly decreasing degree, with the consequent loss of
regional Aborigines’ wild bird names). Also, with increasing
urbanisation, regrettably many Aboriginal children no longer
know their native names for our wild birds.

Serventy’s spelling with Bob’s list includes also SW Aboriginal
names for birds not shown in Bob’s tables, of which I shall
shortly illustrate several.
I am not aware that spoken Aboriginal bird names are
sometimes inflected, or intend (like some South Pacific
Islanders’ vernaculars) diaresis of twin vowels, although my
damaged Serventy’s book hyphenises some of them (my
italics throughout): Red-necked Avocet (Perth), Ya-jin-goorang; Australasian Darter, Mimol (by Stranger, Mimmal.)
Also, by my Serventy: Little Pied Cormorant (Perth), Gogo-go; Pied Cormorant (Perth), Mee-die; Brown Quail (SW),
Mooreete, murite; Stubble Quail (Perth), Barraberry; Little
Button-quail (Avon), Kar-dong; Painted Button-quail (Avon
district) Nani; Banded Landrail (Perth) Kul-Iee; Spotless
Crake (Perth) Worraja; Purple Swamphen (Perth), Moo-Iah;
Eurasian Coot (SW), Kijjbrun; Eastern Curlew (Mandurah),
Wid-joo-on-ong; Black-winged Stilt (Perth), Ojan-jor-uk;
Eastern Osprey (Perth), Yoon-door-do; also, Black-faced
Cuckoo-shrike (Perth), Nu-Iar-go — the latter spelled by
Bob as, Ngoolako-and, Swamp Harrier (south-west), Oilyurdu (spelt by Bob, Ojilyoordo); again, Black-fronted
Dotterel (south-west), Nidul-yorong (spelt in Bob’s table,
Nidoolyorong.j).
Despite Abbott’s somewhat whimsical suggestion, to have
wild birds in Australia commonly identified by unchanging
Aboriginal names, what’s in a name presents a potential
minefield. Latin taxa remain the Devil you know ..... ln any
case, the Aborigines of Australia know best what they know.
Tony France

Dear Editors
North Mole sightings
As a regular visitor to North Mole over the past two months,
I have had noteworthy sightings of one or both of a pair of
local Australian Eastern Ospreys, either flying or roosting on
the mole lighthouses.
Also on 18-26 April a single juvenile Ruddy Turnstone was
present, apparently feeding on small pickings among the
rocks. Interestingly, on a previous occasion in late March
– early May 2011, one or two turnstones were also seen
feeding here.
The highlight for me, however, was a Brown (Antarctic)
Skua seen on 22 May on the sea surface or flying in the
vicinity. This bird was persistently remaining near the mole
despite being harried by Silver Gulls. The numbers of local
fishers present for the running of herring and sea salmon
was probably the skua’s major attraction.
Gordon Baker

Nevertheless, two other examples reliably record the once
regular presence of the Noongah peoples (or, imply their
former occasional utilisation of a specific natural resource)
in the SW region: Yalgor-up, Place of the Lakes, and Myalup, Place of Paperbark Trees. Otherwise, my comparisons of
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Observations
This list has been compiled by the WA
Records Officer with input from the
WA Records Committee. Metropolitan
suburbs or shires are in parentheses.
Please report interesting observations
to the WA Records Officer, John Graff
(wasightings@birdlife.org.au) or to
the BirdLife WA office (9383 7749).
Sightings are included on the BirdLife
WA sightings page (http://birdswa.org.
au/sightings.htm) as soon as possible,
and the most interesting are selected
for inclusion in the next WABN.

Highlights
A relatively quiet quarter as winter
kicked in. Some excellent seabird
records highlighted the quarter, with a
successful weekend of pelagic trips off
Albany in May and a couple of strong
weather systems bringing a variety of
unusual records. Highlights from the
Albany pelagic included high numbers
of Black-bellied Storm-Petrels,
several South Polar Skuas, and
Arctic Terns; all three species were
also present off Albany the same time
of year in 2013, suggesting they may
be regular passage migrants off the
WA coast in autumn. A Fairy Prion
was also an excellent record for WA
waters. Two Light-mantled Sooty
Albatross (one alive, and one dead)
washed up on south-west beaches in
May after stormy weather, and were
followed by a Broad-billed Prion in
similar conditions in July. The prion
was collected alive in a suburban park
in Hillarys, but unfortunately had
to be euthanised due to its injuries.
Seawatching during the same rough
weather conditions produced records
of Kerguelen Petrel, prion, and
Arctic Tern, along with more common
seabirds.
In the north, a belated record of Dusky
Honeyeater seen near Kununurra was
submitted from 2013. Whilst there have
been a number of reports of the species
in the Kimberley in recent years,
suggesting the species is possibly
at least a semi-regular visitor, this
is the first record that has been well
documented (diagnostic photographs
were supplied with this report).
Elsewhere, a Dollarbird at Carnarvon
was another excellent record.
The external territories continued to
produce unusual records. An April trip
to Ashmore Reef was highlighted by
Yellow-browed Warbler, Pallas’s
Grasshopper Warbler, and a
Red-throated Pipit. On Cocos, the
highlight was a very confiding Oriental
Turtle-Dove, a first record for
Australian territory.

METROPOLITAN (UBD
Street Directory)
Freckled Duck – up to 55, 08/0503/07/14, Herdsman Lake
(Herdsman) – SR, NJ et al. (high
count for recent years; smaller
numbers at other locations in the
south-west)
LIGHT-MANTLED SOOTY
ALBATROSS – 1 beachwashed,
25/05/14, Floreat Beach (Floreat)
– RT (rarely reported in WA, found
alive, taken into care; photographs)
Antarctic/Salvin’s Prion – 1,
07/07/14, Rous Head Ferry
Terminal (North Fremantle) – DM &
PB (rarely reported alive in WA)
BROAD-BILLED PRION – 1
beachwashed, 07/07/14, suburban
park (Hillarys) – LL (very rarely
reported in WA, found alive in
suburban park, taken into care
but later died; subject to BARC
acceptance; photographs)
Intermediate Egret – 1, 1112/07/14, North Lake (North Lake)
– CC et al. (rare in the south-west;
photographs)
Arctic Tern – 2, 07/07/14, Rous Head
Ferry Terminal (North Fremantle) –
DM & PB (rare in WA; photographs)
Masked Owl – 1 heard, 01/05/14,
Jarrahdale (Jarrahdale) – BG &
NJ * 1 heard, 14/05/14, Victoria
Dam (Canning Mills) – BG & NJ
* 1, 14/05/14, Canning Mills Rd
(Martin) – BG & NJ (rarely reported
resident in the south-west, recent
records suggest more common
than suspected)
European Goldfinch – 100, 20/07/14,
feedlot near corner Mundijong Rd

& Wilkinson Rd (Baldivis) – MR
(very high count for WA; possibly
established population)

SOUTH WEST (Shark
Bay to Cape Arid)
Black-bellied Storm-Petrel – 30,
03/05/14, BWA Pelagic Trip off
Albany – JG et al. * 20, 04/05/14,
BWA Pelagic Trip off Albany – JG et
al. (high counts off WA; possibly a
regular passage visitor in late AprilMay; photographs)
Campbell Albatross – 2, 03/05/14,
BWA Pelagic Trip off Albany –
JG et al. (uncommon off WA;
photographs)
LIGHT-MANTLED SOOTY
ALBATROSS – 1 beachwashed,
26/05/14, Preston Beach
(Waroona) – BR (rarely reported in
WA, found dead; photographs)
Antarctic/Salvin’s Prion – 1,
03/05/14, BWA Pelagic Trip off
Albany – JG et al. (rarely reported
alive off WA; photographs)
FAIRY PRION – 1, 03/05/14, BWA
Pelagic Trip off Albany – JG et al.
(very rarely reported at sea off WA;
photographs)
Sooty Shearwater – 5, 24/05/14,
Cape Naturaliste (Busselton) –
DM & PB (rarely reported in WA,
but possibly regular off Cape
Naturaliste)
Kerguelen Petrel – 1 probable,
08/07/14, Cape Naturaliste
(Busselton) – NJ & CS (rarely
reported off WA, few recent
records)
Soft-plumaged Petrel (dark/
dark-intermediate morph) – 1,
04/05/14, BWA Pelagic Trip off
Albany – JG et al. * 24/05/14, Cape
Naturaliste (Busselton) – DM & PB
(rarely reported; apparently regular
off WA; photographs of Albany bird)
Double-banded Plover – 1,
05/06/14, Lake McLarty (Murray)
– CL * 1, 02/07/14, Lake McLarty
(Murray) – CL (uncommon visitor
to south-west; records refer to
different individuals; photographs)

Franklin’s Gull, Broome. Photo by
Alan Watson
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Masked Lapwing – 1, 02/07/14,
Wellstead Estuary (Jerramungup)
– TL (rare in the south-west, but
apparently expanding)
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Observations, ctd
SOUTH POLAR SKUA – 1, 03/05/14,
BWA Pelagic Trip off Albany – JG
et al. * 2, 04/05/14, BWA Pelagic
Trip off Albany – JG et al. (rarely
reported off WA, possibly regular
autumn passage visitor; poor
photographs; subject to BARC
acceptance)
Arctic Tern – 3+, 04/05/14, BWA
Pelagic Trip off Albany – JG et
al. (rarely reported off WA;
photographs)
‘Commic’ Tern – 1 (probably Arctic),
05/05/14, The Gap (Albany) – NJ
(‘Commic’ terns rarely reported off
south coast)
White-fronted Honeyeater – 2,
21/06 & 06/07/14, Murdong Pools
(Katanning) – DS (edge/outside
usual range)
Pied Butcherbird – 1, 22/04/14,
Dryandra woodland (Williams) – SG
(outside usual range)

ARID ZONE
Flock Bronzewing – 40, 20/06/14,
64 km NE of Port Hedland (Port
Hedland) – SA ( irregular visitor to
this area)
DOLLARBIRD – 1, 13/06/14,
Gascoyne River just east of
Chinaman Pool (Carnarvon) –
LG (rare south of Kimberley;
photographs)
Pictorella Mannikin – 3, 20/04/14,
Roebourne-Wittenoom Rd
(Roebourne) – CSh (east of usual
range; possibly establishing along
Pilbara coast near Karratha;
photographs)

KIMBERLEY
ABBOTT’S BOOBY – 1, 04/14, at sea
south of Browse Island – RC et
al. (rarely reported in WA waters;
subject to BARC acceptance)
DUSKY HONEYEATER – 1, 24/08/13,
Mirima (Hidden Valley) National
Park (Wyndham-East Kimberley) –
GTB (1st well-documented record in
WA; photographs)

ASHMORE REEF
Jouanin’s Petrel – 10+, 04/14, at
sea in the vicinity of Ashmore
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Reef – RC et al. (high count for
Australian waters; subject to BARC
acceptance)
White-breasted Waterhen – 1 adult,
04/14, Ashmore Reef – RC et al.
(2nd record for Ashmore Reef)
YELLOW-BROWED WARBLER – 1,
04/14, Ashmore Reef – RC et al.
(3rd record for Australian territory;
subject to BARC acceptance)
PALLAS’S GRASSHOPPER WARBLER
– 1, 04/14, Ashmore Reef – RC
et al. (3rd record for Australian
territory; subject to BARC
acceptance)
TIGER SHRIKE – 2 (one immature,
one adult female), 04/14, Ashmore
Reef – RC et al. (6th & 7th records
for Australian territory; subject to
BARC acceptance)
RED-THROATED PIPIT – 1 adult,
04/14, Ashmore Reef – RC et al.
(5th record for Australian territory;
subject to BARC acceptance)
Grey Wagtail – 1 adult male, 04/14,
Ashmore Reef – RC et al. (rare
visitor to Australian territory)

Cocos (KeelING)
ISLANDS
Eurasian Teal – 1, 02/03-26/04/14,
Becek Besar – GC & PJ (rare
vagrant to Australian territory;
presumed to be same longstaying individual reported in
previous editions; subject to BARC
acceptance)

CHRISTMAS ISLAND
Red-capped Plover – 1, 18/05/14,
Christmas Island – MB et al.
(1st record for Christmas Island;
photographs)
Black-fronted Dotterel – 1,
18/05/14, Christmas Island – MB et
al. (1st record for Christmas Island;
photographs)

OBSERVERS
BG = Bruce Greatwich
BR = Bill Russell
CC = Christine Chester
CS = Chris Sanderson
CSh = Chris Shaw
DM = Dan Mantle
DS = David Secomb
GC = Geof Christie
GTB = George & Teresa Baker
JG = John Graff
LG = Les George
LL = Lan Lowson
MB = Mark Blythman
MR = Matt Ricci
NJ = Nigel Jackett
PB = Plaxy Barratt
PJ = Pam Jones
RC = Rohan Clarke
RT = Roy Teale
SA = Sue Abbotts
SG = Simon Gorta
SR = Steve Reynolds
TL = Tim Leary

ORIENTAL TURTLE-DOVE – 1, 1528/03/14, behind school, West
Island – GC & PJ (1st record for
Australian territory; subject to
BARC acceptance; photographs)
Japanese Sparrowhawk – 1
photographed on ‘remote’ camera,
04/03/14, Horsburgh Island – via
PJ & GC (vagrant to Australian
territory; subject to BARC
acceptance; photographs)
Asian Koel – up to 3, 05/03-11/04/14,
several locations – GC & PJ
(uncommon visitor to Australian
territory; some reportedly present
since Jun 2013)
White Wagtail – 1, subspecies
ocularis, 22-26/04/14, Elephant’s
Graveyard – GC & PJ (vagrant to
Australian territory; subject to
BARC acceptance; photographs)

White-breasted Robin, Donnelly
River. Photo by John McMullan
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BirdLife WA (BWA) is conducting a survey to obtain ideas from members and supporters that will be used by the
Executive Committee to develop future strategies. A $100 prize will be awarded for the best suggestions.
Survey objectives are to:
					
					

- Elevate the public profile of BWA throughout the broader community
- Increase the membership and find out what members want from BWA
- Improve the quality of the five-year Strategic Plan

A. BirdLife WA Profile
1.

What do you like about BWA ____________________________________and list several things that we can improve?
a) ________________________________ b) ____________________________ c)______________________________
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BWA wants to make the public more aware of the threats to and increase the awareness of our native birds (particularly
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BirdLife WA reports
CHAIR’S REPORT
We have just been through grant rounds for State NRM
and CoastWest with the usual flurry of afterthoughts and
last-minute requests for letters of support from a variety
of community groups submitting bird-related projects.
Competition for the few remaining sources for community
environmental funding are intensifying as expected.
Currently, we have a policy of supporting everything to
avoid conflicts of interest issues with BirdLife applications,
particularly if we get cast as ‘gate-keepers’ for bird related
projects. However, it might be more useful for the granting
bodies if we assessed and ranked non-BirdLife bird projects
to assist in their evaluation. We will be writing to the
granting bodies about this. One take home message is that
groups interested in partnering with, or be supported by,
BirdLife WA need to engage with us much earlier in the
process, preferably with their ideas before the grants open.
The Great Western Woodlands Project has had its funding
extended for six months to the end of May 2015 to allow
sufficient time for the complex business of data analysis.
The final field observations for the currently funded project
will take place in the coming spring. BirdLife WA’s GGW
Committee is now working with the national office to secure
the future of the program well beyond the current horizon.

We are also looking for opportunities to extend the survey
work we do in the GWW to outcomes monitoring activities
in the fragmented segments of the Gondwana Link. To that
end, BirdLife Australia’s application in the recent round of
State NRM funding was directed at building bird observation
capacity in the Gondwana Link. Liz Fox and I also
represented BirdLife at a recent two day planning workshop
for the Gondwana Link held in Porongorup.
The Conservation and Research Committee has been
reconstituted as a BirdLife WA Research Committee with six
new members joining the survivors from the CRC.
The results from the Great Cocky Count for 2014 have been
analysed and a report prepared. Resources (Perth NRM) have
been secured to continue the count next year.
The Executive Committee is keen to get the views of Western
Australian members of BirdLife Australia on the activities and
performance of the WA Branch post merger and relation to
BirdLife WA’s strategic plan. A hard copy survey form can be
found with this copy of WA Bird Notes (see pp9-10).
Nic Dunlop
Chair
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A visit to Dudley Road Primary School,
Mandurah, 28 May
Rod Smith and Bill Patterson had visited the primary school
the previous day giving the presentation showing all the
birds of the area and explaining how to use the binoculars.
The next day was a trip to Dwellingup Forest Heritage Centre
for more talks and a walk to find the birds. A trip with this
primary school proved to be a
delight in helping the students
with their project. This 6th and
7th year group were working
on a project called Nearer
to Nature with help from the
Department of Parks and
Wildlife, led by Steve Crane.
Also present were two teachers,
Liz Oversby and Paul Morrison,
and from BirdLife WA, Debbie
Walker and Elsa Dabbs.
Steve definitely had a special
connection with children as
he challenged their minds
with questions on how to look
at birds, questioning their
differences. It was easy to
see that this group of children
were above average, the
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reason they were selected as potential leaders for this
special project They were enthusiastic, listened intently
and asked questions. Next, the children were divided into
groups and Steve, Debbie and I escorted them around the
grounds to see how many birds we could identify. We ended
with a total of 17 during the short walk, including Grey
Fantail, New Holland Honeyeater, Australian Raven, Striated
Pardalote, Spotted Pardalote, Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo, Red
Wattlebird, Australian Ringneck and Splendid Fairy-wren.
This was not the end of the day
for the children, as after lunch
they continued on with Steve to
learn about plants and wildlife.
I am sure the sign at the
entrance to the Heritage Centre
was part of the lesson: Forest
Life begins with a green leaf’s
ability to convert sunshine, air
and water into plant growth,
the process of photosynthesis
upon which all living things on
earth depend.

The school visit to Dwellingup Forest Heritage
Centre. Photo by Elsa Dabbs

A most engaging day and as
the project is continuing I hope
to be involved again later in the
year.
Elsa Dabbs

Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 151 September 2014

BirdLife WA projects, ctd
Hooded Plover distribution in the Cape to
Cape region

collected population and breeding data in some years and
these are included. All observations are stored in BirdLife
Western Australia’s Hooded Plover database which presently
contains around 1100 records for the Cape to Cape region.
Observations from Bunker Bay have been excluded as these
fall in the Geographe Bay precinct.

The Cape to Cape region covers the coast between Cape
Naturaliste and Cape Leeuwin in Western Australia. This area
has about 110 km of diverse coastline which includes bays,
sections of rocky limestone and granite coast, reefs and
long stretches of sandy beach. Our Hooded Plover records
for the Cape to Cape region stretch back to 1995 with a few
historical records prior to that date.

Distribution
The results from our annual February census made between
2004 and 2014 showed that the average count was 21
adult Hooded Plovers for the Cape to Cape beaches. These
numbers have remained quite stable over the past ten
years (Table 1). Sightings of Hooded Plovers in the Cape to
Cape region generally consist of either single birds or pairs.
Any larger groups usually comprise a pair with up to three
juveniles. Groups of more than five Hooded Plovers are
rarely seen.

This article covers topics such as which beaches Hooded
Plover frequent, where the main breeding locations are, the
breeding season, and recruitment rates.
Methods
Information on the Hooded Plover population for the Cape
to Cape region has been collected over the past 20 years.
We have a large number of records for some beaches, but
only limited amounts for others. Surveys are conducted
each year in February and the intention has always been
to cover as many beaches as possible in order to obtain an
accurate population census for the region. Conservation
officers from the Department of Parks and Wildlife have

The distribution of Hooded Plovers works out to roughly one
pair to each 10 km of coastline. The beaches where most
Hooded Plover sightings were made are shown in Table 2
(see next page).
Table 3 shows the location and year of Hooded Plover
breeding records for the Cape to Cape region.

Table 1. Results of the annual February/March census of Hooded Plovers on the Cape to Cape beaches.

Adult
Juv.

2002
Mar.

2003
Mar.

2004
Feb.

2005
Feb.

2006
Feb.

2007
Feb.

2008
Feb.

2009
Feb.

2010
Feb.

2011
Feb.

2012
Feb.

2013
Feb.

2014
Feb.

29

41

24

14

21

29

21

15

21

19

18

22

24

9

1

1

2

2

4

4

5

9

4

5

1

Breeding
The breeding season for the Cape to Cape region runs from
August to February (Fig. 1). Nests with eggs have been
found from September to February and runners have been
sighted from August to March.
Figure 1 shows the Hooded Plover breeding records for the
Cape to Cape region from 1993 to 2014 (n=57).
A comparison was made between the breeding seasons from
1993 to 2003 (Fig. 2) and the breeding seasons from 2004
to 2014 (Fig. 3). There were 25 breeding records available
for the period 1993 to 2003 and 34 breeding records for the
period 2004 to 2014. An additional two breeding records for
this period did not specify if they were based on sightings
of eggs or runners and were therefore not included in
the graphs. Although the number of breeding records is
relatively small, the peak period of the breeding season
seems to have shifted slightly later towards November and
December over the past decade.
The recruitment rate for the Cape to Cape region was 16.2%
based on the data collected during the annual February
surveys. The accumulated data collected over 11 years
resulted in a total of 228 adult Hooded Plovers and 37
juveniles.
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There were also some historical breeding records available.
These come from Ellensbrook Beach (1901), Cape Freycinet
(1977), Cape Naturaliste (1980), Smith’s Beach (1980) and
Hamelin Bay Beach (1984).
The location and year of Hooded Plover breeding records for
the Cape to Cape region are shown in Table 3 and on Maps 1
and Map 2. The majority of the breeding sites fall within the
Leeuwin-Naturaliste National Park.
Conclusions
The Cape to Cape Hooded Plover population seems stable at
present. Hooded Plovers frequent most beaches in the Cape
to Cape region and the total estimated population is around
21 birds.
The number of winter sightings of Hooded Plovers contained
in our data base for the Cape to Cape region is low. The
limited winter information that we do have seems to indicate
that Hooded Plovers frequent smaller bays in winter. These
provide some protection from the strong south-westerly
winds and storms. Winter sightings come from locations
such as Cowaramup Bay, Gas Bay, Hamelin Bay and Hillview
Beach. There has not been any flocking observed in the Cape
to Cape region, which is unusual when compared with other
Hooded Plover sites in Western Australia.
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Map 1. Hooded Plover breeding records, Cape to Cape Region, 1993-2003
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Map 2. Hooded Plover breeding records, Cape to Cape Region, 2004-2014.
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Table 2. Presence of Hooded Plover recorded on Cape to Cape beaches from 1994 to 2014.
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Table 3. The location and year of Hooded Plover breeding records for the Cape to Cape region.

C1 = Clutch with 1 egg; R1 = One runner; ? = breeding reported but with no details on eggs or runners; BWD = broken
wing display. Historical records are shaded.
Location

Year

Month

Augusta, East

2000

Sept

C1/R1

Location

Year

Month

Guillotines

2012

Jan

R2

Augusta Cliffs, North

2008

Nov

C2

Hamelin Beach Bay

1984

Jan

R2

Bob's Hollow

2012

Feb

R1

Hamelin Beach Bay

1999

Sept

?

Bob's Hollow

2013

Feb

R1

Hamelin Beach Bay

2011

Jan

?

Boranup Beach

2000

Dec

R2

Hillview Beach

2008

Dec

C2

Boranup Beach

2012

Feb

R1

Hillview Beach

2010

Jan

R2

Conto Beach

1998

Feb

R2

Hillview Beach

2010

Oct

R2

Conto Beach

2006

Jan

C1

Hillview Beach

2012

Oct

R2

Conto Beach

2010

Jan

R1

Injidup Beach

2008

Nov

C2

Conto Beach

2011

Nov

C3

Kilcarnup

2000

Sept

C3

Cosy Corner

1998

Jan

R1

Kilcarnup

2008

Sept

C3

Cowaramup Bay

1998

Jan

R2

Leeuwin (Cape) Beach

2000

Nov

C2

Cowaramup Bay

2000

Sept

R1

Left Handers

2011

Dec

C3/R3

Cowaramup Bay

2006

Jan

R2

Margaret River mouth

2000

Sept

C3

Cowaramup Bay

2010

Dec

R1

Margaret River mouth

2010

Oct

R2

Cowaramup Bay

2013

Sept

R2

Margaret River mouth

2011

Oct

C3/R3

Cullens Beach

2001

Sept

R1

Margaret River mouth

2014

Feb

R1

Dead Finish Anchorage Beach

2000

Dec

C1

Mentelle Cape

1995

Dec

C2

Dead Finish Anchorage Beach

2001

Nov

C1

Moses Rock Beach

2010

Dec

C3

Deepdene Beach

1994

Dec

R1

Moses Rock Beach

2011

Dec

C2

Deepdene Beach

1995

Oct

C2

Naturaliste Cape

1980

Sept

?

Deepdene Beach

2001

Jan

R

Redgate Beach

2004

Dec

C3

Deepdene Beach

2009

Jan

R1

Redgate Beach

2008

Nov

C3

Ellensbrook Beach

1901

Dec

?

Redgate Beach

2010

Jan

C2

Ellensbrook Beach

2010

Feb

R2

Redgate Beach

2011

Dec

C2

Ellensbrook Beach

2013

Dec

R1/Juv

Skippy Rock Beach

1994

Dec

R1

Foul Bay

1994

Dec

R2

Skippy Rock Beach

1995

Oct

C2

Foul Bay

1996

Jan

R3

Skippy Rock Beach

1998

Sept

R1

Freycinet Cape

1977

Aug

R

Smith's Beach

1980

Oct

?

Gallows

2013

Nov

C2

Smith's Beach

2000

Dec

C1

Gas Bay

1998

Feb

C2

Willyabrup Beach

2002

Mar

R1

Gnoocardup Beach

2013

Nov

R2

Willyabrup Beach

2011

Oct

R3
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Number of breeding attempts

Figure 1. Hooded Plover breeding records for the Cape to Cape region from 1993 to 2014 (n=57).

Month

Number of breeding attempts

Figure 2. Hooded Plover breeding records for the Cape to Cape region from 1993 to 2003 (n=24).

Month
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Number of breeding attempts

Figure 3. Hooded Plover breeding records for the Cape to Cape region from 2004-2014 (n=33).
The peak breeding season may be a little later than in the previous decade (see Figure 2).

Month
There are still some questions that require investigation,
such as what factors make certain locations a preferred
breeding site. We know Hooded Plovers show strong fidelity
to their breeding sites and return year after year.

The development of resorts along the coast has had a
detrimental impact on Hooded Plovers. Sightings of Hooded
Plover are absent after 2001 at Smith’s Beach which used to
be a breeding site.

How does the erosion and accretion of beaches affect the
presence of Hooded Plover and does it influence when
they commence breeding? What level of disturbance can
they tolerate before they abandon a beach? Even now,
survey data show that Hooded Plovers are moving to the
quieter and more remote sections of the bays and beaches,
especially areas abutted by rocky outcrops.

See pp14-15 for maps of breeding records, 1993 to 2003
and 2004 to 2014.

In contrast, the Hooded Plover pair that frequents
Cowaramup Bay near Gracetown seems to tolerate the fact
the beach is often busy and has a boat ramp. This might
be due to their ability to relocate to quieter beaches nearby
when pressure builds up.
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Summer shorebird count, 2013/14
On 6 September 2013, I assumed the role of Acting
Shorebird Coordinator for WA for the forthcoming summer
shorebird count for 2013/14, while Kim Onton took longawaited extended long service leave.
When you get down to the nitty gritty of it, there were
somewhere near 300 sites to be coordinated; it was mind
boggling to say the least, resulting in a few sleepless nights.
I have seen the results of the South Coastal Shorebird
Count, they are up and down from previous years, and a big
thank you to the coordinators and their counters, and not
just there, but WA as a whole — you all did a fine job. Now
we await the preliminary / final results for all states.
I would also like to thank Claire Gerrish and Clive Nealon
from Perth, and Bob Paterson from Mandurah, who travelled
to Shark Bay to help the local coordinator Les George (the
Shark Bay / Carnarvon area
consists of approximately 30
sites, far too many for one
person). Also, after doing
those surveys, Claire and Clive
travelled down to Port Gregory
and helped Gina Gregory, the
local coordinator for the Hutt
Lagoon, Hutt River and Hillock
Point surveys; thanks, guys.
After Kim returned and took
the reins again, my wife and
I travelled to Carnarvon in
March to help finish the Shark
Bay / Carnarvon area surveys.
While there, Les had a call
from the Perth BirdLife Branch
office, Community Education
Committee, asking if he would
give a ‘walk’n’talk’ to the Shark
Bay Primary School children.
So while Les was away, we
did many incidental shorebird
surveys in and around
Carnarvon.

I provided a brief overview of the Shorebirds 2020 program
giving some context as to where the Peel surveys fit into
the national program. The Peel is one of about 20 broad
shorebird areas across WA that is regularly surveyed and
has the highest volunteer participation of all these sites. I
also provided a summary of some recent shorebird research,
including the fascinating findings of Banded Stilt and
Little Curlew satellite tracking programs. I concluded the
presentation with a viewing of one of the recent Farewell
Shorebirds webcasts featuring John Clarke and Bryan Dawe
that provided some new insights into the life of a Ruddy
Turnstone.
Bob then summarised the key findings of the Peel shorebird
surveys, with assistance from Thelma Crook in preparing
the presentation. Bob informed us that an impressive 70
counters were involved in the 2014 Peel summer survey.
They counted 58 312 shorebirds and waterbirds of 62
species. This was less than the 91 401 birds of 64 species
counted in the 2013 summer
count and is largely attributed
to the absence this year of
approximately 35 000 Banded
Stilts that were observed in
2013. Rain in the Goldfields
region over the summer survey
period is suspected to have kept
this species inland.
After the presentations, we all
had a great opportunity to catch
up and were well fed, with an
abundance of catering provided
by the Coodanup Community
College home economics
students.

Many thanks to Bob for
organising the event, Col for
coordinating the summer 2014
Bob Paterson presenting to the Peel volunteers.
counts in my absence, Coodanup
Photo: Kim Onton
Community College for providing
the venue and catering and all
the dedicated volunteers who
participated in the summer shorebird surveys on the Peel
and across WA.
While walking through the mangroves on the last survey, I
Kim Onton
had a couple of blisters form on the sole of my foot and they
were infected, so that affected my walking ability. And to top
it off, the day we left a bout of gout struck. We drove as far
as the Overlander Roadhouse, where we stayed the night in
Western Australian artists come together
agony. The following day, with many pain killers taken, we
headed to Western Flora and stayed until the gout had gone,
to help threatened birds
total of nine days.
A unique art exhibition entitled ‘egg tooth — a celebration
Again, to all the site coordinators and counters, a very BIG
of native birds’ that showcased 40 Western Australian
thank you.
artists and at the same time raised awareness of Australia’s
Col Heap threatened and endangered birds was held at Edith Cowan
University in Mount Lawley in June. The exhibition was the
culmination of several years’ work by local artist, Elizabeth
Marruffo, who approached then BirdLife WA Chair, Sue
Mather, with her fund raising idea. Elizabeth compiled a list
Peel Shorebirds 2020 volunteer thank you
of birds under threat and allocated one to each artist, who
event
then made a small 2D or 3D representation of that bird. The
works then went on sale at the exhibition with 40% of the
On the afternoon of 28 May, 16 local Peel Shorebirds 2020
proceeds from each work sold donated to BirdLife Western
count volunteers met at the Coodanup Community College
Australia.
library for a thank you event coordinated by Bob Paterson. I
attended, along with Col Heap, representing the Shorebirds
Some of the birds featured in the exhibition included Night
2020 WA program.
Parrot, Grey Falcon, Western Bristlebird, Noisy Scrub-bird,
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Australasian Bittern, Western Ground Parrot, Malleefowl, and
Baudin’s and Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos. Among the artists
were Jane Donlin, Adrian Baldsing, Donna Franklin, Sue
Starcken, John Parkes, Campbell Whyte and Stormie Mills as
well as Elizabeth.
By the end of the week long exhibition 24 of the works
had sold and more than $2300 was donated to BirdLife
Western Australia from the proceeds. The exhibition and
BirdLife featured in an article on the ABC news website. It
was a fantastic outcome for Western Australian artists and
Australia’s threatened birds; and a very big thank-you to
Elizabeth and all the artists involved for their support of
BirdLife Western Australia in our ongoing conservation efforts
to protect our threatened and endangered birds.
Annette Park

2014 Rangelands Survey — Lorna Glen and
Earaheedy
What a great two weeks of bird surveying and camaraderie
we have had.
During our first week we camped at Lorna Glen (flush toilets
and hot showers) with a great variety of land types: mulga
plains, claypans, sandplain and a lagoon. We recorded 93
species of birds with ten of them being waterbirds. Highlights
were the Rufous-crowned Emu-wren and a Rufous Fieldwren,
many birds of prey and the stately Australian Bustard.

Neil Burrows and his
team were tracking and
monitoring feral cats on
the property at the time
and he came one night
to talk with us. He gave
us a valuable insight to
the work they are doing
with dingoes, cats and
foxes, and the many
small mammals they are
introducing back into the
area.

Counting waterbirds at
Lindsay Gordon Lagoon,
Lorna Glen. Photo by Pam
Agar

Both of the Neils are
interested in the data on
birds from this survey and
the one that was done
seven years ago which
makes us feel rewarded for our time and effort.

We could do with more volunteers as 16 is our minimum
number, so if anyone is interested please keep it in mind for
the last two weeks of July. If you feel your skills may not
be good enough we may be able to pair you with a more
experienced couple to start with.
It is a great two weeks to enjoy some birding with likeminded people and, despite the camels, dingoes and emus
we may encounter, we are looking forward to next year.
Roger and Cheryl McCallum

Neil Hamilton, who was there at the time, gave us an
interesting talk one evening on the conservation of the two
stations and the work they are doing.
The second week we ventured up the road about 70 km
to Earaheedy. Here we had a lovely camp spot with a bore
pump but minus the showers and toilets.

Captive Western Ground Parrots
transferred to Perth Zoo

Earaheedy is more mulga, samphire and spinifex — no
sandplain or lagoon but still interesting all the same. We
encountered a lot of feral camels which accounts for why the
station is more eaten out. Here we recorded 75 species with
the fairy-wrens being the most prolific at survey points.
In 2009 the South Coast Threatened Birds Recovery Team
agreed that we needed to take some Western Ground Parrots
into captivity because the status of the Western Ground
Parrot was so perilous, and deteriorating rapidly. The initial
intent was to learn how to keep them in captivity, with a
longer-term aim of breeding them for release once we were
able to manage the threats in the wild.

Set up ready to survey a site at Lorna Glen (see also
p55). Photo by Pam Agar
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In 2009 and 2010, birds were captured and brought
into a set of aviaries on the south coast. Funding for the
capture and housing of the birds was provided through the
Department of Parks and Wildlife (DPaW), and a significant
amount of the funding for looking after the captive birds has
been provided by the Friends of the Western Ground Parrot
through donations from Exetel (initially via BirdLife Australia)
and other private donors, and South Coast NRM Inc,
together with a special allocation of state Treasury funds.
However, funding to hold the birds within the department
has been increasingly difficult to obtain. In addition, while
some of the birds had attempted to breed, they had not
done so successfully. We did, however, learn a great deal
regarding how to keep the birds in captivity.
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The recovery team therefore began pursuing options to
house the captive birds in a new facility. After much debate
and investigation by the recovery team, DPaW and the Perth
Zoo have entered into a partnership to bring this project to
the next exciting stage — and on the 6th of July, the seven
birds were transferred to a newly refurbished and specially
fitted out bank of aviaries at the Perth Zoo.
Requirements for the birds were more specific than for most
others, as the aviaries had to be planted with native species
and other potential food plants, and each aviary has soft
inner netting to minimise the risk of injury if a bird flies into
it. Zoo staff and contractors did the work on site, and the
Friends of the Western Ground Parrot and DPaW donated a
significant portion of the funds required to fit the aviaries
out, with the balance provided by Perth Zoo.
Transfer of the birds from the south coast to the Zoo went
without a hitch. Both of the zoo staff who are the new carers
for the parrots travelled to south coast to assist with the
transfer, which was done in three vehicles by DPaW and Zoo
staff. Once we arrived at the Zoo, veterinary staff were on
hand immediately to give the birds a quick health check and
administer standard worming treatment before they were
released into their new homes. All the birds settled in very
quickly, giving us much optimism for their future.
Three pairs each have an aviary to themselves, and the
remaining male is on his own. Four CCTV cameras (infra-red
and colour) are installed in each aviary, giving the keepers
access to ongoing monitoring of these secretive birds which
usually hide if someone comes into the aviary. In addition,
the cameras provide a significant contribution to the security
of these valuable birds, each of which is implanted with a
microchip and has a leg band to enable identification of each
individual.
The Western Australian Minister for the Environment and
Heritage, the Hon. Albert Jacob MLA, announced on 30
July that the captive Western Ground Parrots had been
relocated to the Perth Zoo, and that a breeding program will
be developed to underpin ongoing recovery efforts for the
wild population. He also announced that the Friends of the
Western Ground Parrot had donated $15 000 to Perth Zoo to
assist with the refurbishment of aviaries.
And what of the future?
A strong team is essential for success, and so the project has
a steering committee consisting of DPaW staff with extensive
field experience with the birds, plus Perth Zoo staff who
have previous extensive experience with bird husbandry,
veterinary care for a broad range of birds, and captive
breeding for conservation purposes. In particular, the staff
who are involved in caring for the birds have very extensive
experience in breeding a wide range of parrots, but also
have bred a number of difficult to breed bird species, so we
are optimistic that they will succeed with ground parrots.
However, seven birds is not enough to provide a sound basis
for a captive breeding program, partly because it doesn’t
contain enough genetic variability. We are therefore planning
to extend the population at the first opportunity, although
we will, of course, also need to consider the possible impact
this may have on the current wild population. In addition,
increasing the program will require further funding, which
will need to be sourced.
The Friends of the Western Ground Parrot have continued
to be active in their efforts to raise public awareness of,
and money for, the Western Ground Parrot. Most recently
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they won a $5,000 grant in the monthly SunSuper Dreams
competition by getting more than 3,500 votes from
supporters all over Australia. We firmly believe that a
collaborative effort between DPaW, Perth Zoo and the Friends
group will make it easier to achieve our goal of obtaining
enough funding to develop a fully-fledged breeding for
release program in the near future. And somewhere down
the track, once we have learnt to control the threats in the
field, we look forward to augmenting the wild population and
re-establishing the Western Ground Parrot in those parts of
the state where it is now locally extinct.
If you want to be involved and make a personal contribution
to help secure the future of the Western Ground Parrot, tax
deductible donations can be made into the Western Ground
Parrot Rescue Fund. Please contact the Friends of the
Western Ground Parrot for more details on how you can help.
Allan Burbidge, Sarah Comer, Arthur Ferguson
Anne Bondin and Georgina Steytler

Library news
Here are some recent acquisitions which are available for
borrowing:
Busby, J., Looking at birds: an antidote to field guides
(598.07234 BUS)
Dolby, T. & Clarke, R., Finding Australian birds: a field guide
to birding locations (598.07234 DOL)
Davis, W.E. et al. (editors), Contributions to the history of
Australasian ornithology volume II (598.0994 DAV)
Garnett, S.T. & Franklin, D.C. (editors), Climate change
adaptation plan for Australian birds (598.127 GAR)
Gould Group (compiled by), The nestbook book (598.0732
GOU)
Olsen, P., Flocks of colour (598.71 OLS)
Taylor, S., Best 100 birdwatching sites in Australia (598.0994
TAY)
Library hours: Monday to Friday 9:30am – 12:30pm.
Borrowing procedure: To borrow an item, members should
fill out the card in the pocket at the back of the book and put
it in the receptacle provided on the shelf where the catalogue
is kept. The normal borrowing period is one month.
Cathy Gawen
Hon. Librarian

Still no blue flagged Banded Stilts seen in
WA
Although nearly 145 sightings have been received of the
blue-flagged stilt chicks from the 2013 Banded Stilt breeding
event at Lake Torrens in South Australia, none have been
seen so far in Western Australia.
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As reported in the December 2013 issue of WA Bird Notes
(WABN 148:33), a keen group of volunteers from Roxby
Downs in northern SA was joined by the Victorian Wader
Studies Group in July last year, banding and flagging nearly
950 stilt chicks from kayaks on the vast and salty Lake
Torrens. This work is aimed at better understanding the
movements and life ecology of Banded Stilts and is part of a
larger Deakin University Project.
Since the stilt chicks fledged in September 2013, they
have been seen all over southern SA and western Victoria.
Notably many have begun to gain the characteristic breast
band earlier than expected, with some now hard to tell from
older birds in the flock. Although we know from a handful
of previous flag sightings and recent satellite tracking work
that Banded Stilts cross between WA and the eastern states,
the frequency with which this occurs is not understood.
Certainly the lack of sightings of this large flagged cohort
of chicks in WA, yet lots of sightings from south-eastern
Australia, seems to suggest that movements to the west
may not happen very often, or perhaps not by young birds.
Or could it be that some have made it across, yet gone
undetected until now?
Please keep your eyes, scopes and binoculars on the lookout
for flags. Any information on the leg colour and percentage
of breast band of flagged birds is of importance. Sightings
will be gratefully received by Reece Pedler of Deakin
University reece.pedler@deakin.edu.au, 0400 038 452 or the
Australasian Wader Studies Group flagging@awsg.org.au .
Reece Pedler

Above: Some of the 947 two week old stilt chicks
during banding/flagging near the Lake Torrens nesting
colony. Chicks were scooped up from the water by the
banding team who worked from a flotilla of kayaks on
the shallow, hyper-saline lake (see also p2).
Below: Distribution of resighting locations of chicks
banded at Lake Torrens in July 2013. The star indicates
the breeding location. The lack of re-sightings from
WA is notable.
Photos: Reece Pedler

Pied Heron, Parry Lagoons. Photo by Alan Watson
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Naming of birds
The main references I am using are Fraser, I. & Gray, J.
(2013), Australian Bird Names – a Complete Guide, CSIRO,
and Latin and Greek dictionaries.

Pratincoles — Glareolidae
The genus name Glareolidae comes from the Latin glarea
which means gravel, with the addition of –olus which means
small. This name ‘little gravel bird’ does not make much
sense as their habitat varies from open plains, beaches,
wetlands and grasslands to gibber plains.
Pratincole comes from the Latin pratum
meaning meadow and incola meaning
inhabitant, hence ‘meadow dweller’.

of dung or dung-bird, possibly because jaegers and skuas
are kleptoparasites in that they chase other seabirds who
release or regurgitate their prey which is stolen by the
jaeger.
South Polar Skua — Stercorarius maccormicki.
Named for Robert McCormick who was a surgeon on
board the Beagle. He collected the type specimen on the
Ross Expedition to the Antarctic, on Possession Island. By
convention Mc names are Latinised to mac when used for
species names.
Brown Skua — Stercorarius
antarcticus. The specific name antarcticus
refers to this bird’s distribution throughout
the southern oceans down to Antarctica.
The name ‘skua’ comes from the Faroese
and the island of Skuvoy which has a large
colony of these birds.

Oriental Pratincole — Glareola
maldivarum. The type specimen was
caught off the Maldive Islands. This
species breeds from northern India,
through Burma, Thailand, Vietnam,
China, Mongolia, the Malay Peninsula, the
Maldives and southern Japan. Also called
Swallow-plover, Grasshopper Bird and Little
Stormbird.
Australian Pratincole — Stiltia isabella.
Stiltia is the Latin for stilt, while isabelle is
French for yellow — hence Yellow Stilt. Also
called Nankeen Plover for its colouration,
and Roadrunner. On a trip up to Kununurra
we saw hundreds of these birds on
the sealed roads around the cultivated
paddocks, so I found the name Roadrunner
to be particularly apt.

Pomarine Jaeger — Stercorarius
pomarinus. The name pomarine comes
from the Greek poma, cover and rhin-,
nose which refers to the tube-like nostrils
of many seabirds. The word ‘Jaeger’ comes
from the German meaning hunter —
again a reference to its habits. Also called
Pomarine Skua.

Oriental Pratincole (BWA
Digital Library). Photo by
Frank O’Connor

Skuas and Jaegers —
Stercorariidae
The genus name comes from the Latin stercus meaning
dung, and stercorarius meaning of dung. Thus it is a seabird

Arctic Jaeger — Stercorarius
parasiticus. A parasitic dung-bird which
lives off the labours of other birds. Other
names include Parasitic Jaeger and Robber
Gull.

Long-tailed Jaeger — Stercorarius
longicauda. The specific name is not too difficult to work
out — it comes from the Latin longus, long and cauda, tail.
This bird has easily seen long central tail feathers.
Monticola

Birds in flight: There is a confidence
about black and white birds. They
spend much time in the open: think
of Magpie-larks , WillieWagtails and
Australian Magpies. Most of the birds
in my backyard are obedient to a powerclass system. Galahs rule Australian
Ringnecks but turtle-doves acquiesce
to everyone and wait until last for the
dross that all others have left behind.
Australian Magpies are strong, highly
sociable, and their flight is powerful.
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Birds in flight — Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike

The Black-faced Cuckooshrike can land and perch on a
ridiculously small site, in this case
2.5 cm square.

Its name of shrike suggests the
style of a pigeon, though many
would like to see it adopt a
distinctive name. Certainly, its
long, swooping flight is instantly
recognisable, as it sets out to nail
juicy larvae. The bird is fixed on
a perch which it reaches with the
wings ready for a little pantomime
of its own.

The maximum of braking
purchase comes from widely
spread wings,with feet braced
to take advantage of its chosen
branch. It is not too much to say
that the cuckoo-shrike is superb in
flight.

With a speed to despair wouldbe bird photographers, the bird
is in the air with a cushion of
widespread wings.

With black head thrust forward,
the entire body is at work and the
bird is in its element.

The Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike
has a highly distinctive way of
landing. On the instant that its
claws touch a branch, its right
wing is thrust into the air and
down again, followed extremely
rapidly by the left wing, in the
same manner. The photograph
illlustrates the first part of this
exercise. To the best of my
knowledge, this is a trademark of
no other bird.
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It achieves readiness by lifting
both wings tightly above the back
for the merest split seecond, and
often also takes an energetic jump.

See also pp24 and 56.

Photos and captions: Roger Smith
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GLOSSY IBIS AT HERDSMAN

nesting site in a large gap between the dark granite rocks
lining the dam wall face.

After not seeing many Glossy Ibis around the last couple
of years it was nice to come across a large flock (53)
feeding on some bugs in the grass at Herdsman in late May.
Whatever the bugs were, there were plenty of them, and
the birds were so furiously digging into the luxuriant grass I
found it hard to get a snap showing the whole bill.
Maris Lauva

On dusk, more rarely, a pair of Nankeen Night Heron starts
to make a move, while large flocks of Australian White Ibis
head homewards to their roosting sites provided by tall,
stag-headed trees drowned when the original dam was built.
Rather like birdwatchers, trout anglers need to be perennial
optimists. Nevertheless, on successive occasions recently, I
hooked and killed first eight Red-fin Perch, and next evening
seven more took my home-tied imitation bug. As is common,
the perch ranged from 150 to 300 grams. I dispatched each
fish caught where I was wading waist deep and casting at
the time. But in the absence of any needy angler, I disposed
of them by hurling the fish back towards the shore some 15
metres behind me. Just a few thudded on the bank, but most
splashed short, and the rest I expected gradually drift to the
windswept shoreline.
I had noticed the frequent presence of a Whistling Kite
(Haliastur sphenurus) while it glided above, roughly parallel
with the water line, occasionally circling towards me and
back again. I found myself imagining that the bird would
find only poor winter pickings at this locality. Between the
occasional ‘nibbles’ I felt at the end of my fly line, I glanced
back at the kite, in time to register a new experience for me.
The kite shifted its course to face into the wind, then zoomed
low over the water, lowered its talons, and snatched up one
of my smaller floating, white belly up, Red-fin Perch. With its
dangling catch, the kite flew off to the tree line.

Glossy Ibis flock, Herdsman. Photo by Maris Lauva

WHISTLING KITE: A WINTER’S TALE
I have occasionally braved the commonly blustery and rainy
weather to fly-fish for trout at Harvey Dam, usually from
mid-afternoon till dark.
Trout fishing is my lifetime’s recreational focus. However,
many anglers visiting Harvey Dam principally target Red-fin
Perch for sport and the table. The European fresh-water fish
species reproduces so successfully in Western Australia that
it competes heavily with native fish species, so the Fisheries
Department enjoins that all Red-fin Perch caught should not
be returned to the water.
Long intervals of fruitless fly-casting provides opportunities
to take in the company of native bird life. Australian Pelican,
Pacific Black Duck, Australian Wood Duck, Australian
Shelduck, Musk Duck and grebes go about their business.
A lone heron maintains its still and silent vigil. A pair or
more of Yellow–billed Spoonbills forage intently at the
waterline, while cormorants perch patiently at their roosts.
An occasional Australasian Darter is found resting with its
spread wings drying out.
Now and again, a Little Eagle, or Swamp Harrier, soars into
view. Nankeen Kestrels are sometimes observed hovering
over the long meadows that slope down to the waterline
and last year, I found one bird perched at the entrance to its
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Not long after, the kite returned, to land at the water’s
muddy margin. It waddled to the waterline, and there jabbed
its talons into such tempting flotsam. The kite, on discarded
fish welfare, was not up to the heavy lifting, trying but failing
to take off with the larger fish, and so awkwardly hopped
further up the bank with the fish fastened in its talons. A
passing Australian Raven repeatedly dived at the kite, in
a bluff that produced a tense, stiff upright and aggressive
posture from the threatened kite, accompanied by a series
of agonising shrieks that certainly gave my new hearing
aids a good workout — even the would-be robber Australian
Raven’s several attempts became half-hearted, and finally
abandoned.
While I continued to wade and cast some 25 metres away,
the kite stayed at the shoreline for a while, tearing at the
fish carcass, which it eventually discarded, distracted by
another dead Red-fin further away. Like others, I have
often observed fish eagles and osprey snatch prey from the
open water, but this was the first occasion I have observed
a Whistling Kite hunt like well-known fish-hunting birds.
I concluded, however, that the kite had learned that the
presence of anglers in its domain commonly promised a few
discarded fish.
Tony France

Nankeen
Kestrel,
Ocean Reef.
Photo by Ian
Wallace
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The birds of north-west
Belmont, Perth WA
Introduction
The north-west Belmont area is defined as being bounded
by the Swan River (inclusive), the Garratt Road Bridge,
Grandstand Road, Stoneham Road, Great Eastern Highway
and a line drawn west from that intersection to the western
edge of the Swan River. I visited the area sporadically on 28
occasions from January 1985 to November 1991, and I once
accompanied Tom Delaney there in September 1991, when
44 species were identified.
The area was primarily ‘wasteland’ and largely devoid of
vegetation except for that bordering the Swan River and the
eucalypts lining the disused drive-in theatre. The western
portion had been a rubbish tip, there was some light
industry south-west of Grandstand Road, and there were a
few partly water-filled quarries which had been mined for
clay. Seventy-three species were identified there by me.

Subsequent to my visits, about one-third of the area was
developed into urban housing, and a water-filled canal and
another water-filled feature were developed. That area
is now named Ascot Waters and members of BirdLife WA
commenced observing there in 2001 and continued until
2014. They have made 11 surveys to date for an average of
48 species per survey and a total of 88 species identified.
A total of 53 landbirds and 43 waterbirds have now been
recorded in the area. Of the landbirds, six are introduced and
five have ranged into the area since European colonisation.
Of the waterbirds, two are introduced and seven have
ranged into the area since European colonisation.
Local birders seem reluctant to publish bird lists for the
areas they visit, and some of the areas are often visited
and their birdlife should be published. Even a ‘bare’ list
of common names is valuable. Further, writing up your
observations is a pleasurable task and often brings back
pleasant memories, and even a small number of species in
and around your home or in a very urbanised housing area
are valuable (see Abbott 2009).

The birds
Abbreviations
+ recorded by self during 28 visits to the area
(XX) is the number of times observed by BAWA members
XX% is the frequency of occurrence as recorded by members of BirdLife Australia during 11 surveys.

Part A: The landbirds
Species

1985-1991

2001-2014

Rock Dove Columba livia

+

(10) 91%

Laughing Dove Streptopelia senegalensis

+

(11) 100%

Spotted Dove Streptopelia chinensis

+

(10) 91%

Eastern Osprey Pandion cristatus/yoondoordo

+

(5) 45%

Black-shouldered Kite Elanus axillaris

+

(1) 9%

Whistling Kite Haliaetus sphenurus/djando
Brown Goshawk Accipiter fasciatus/djildjil

(1) 9%
+

Collared Sparrowhawk Accipiter cirrocephalus/djilidjili

(1) 9%

Swamp Harrier Circus approximans/djilyoordo

+

Little Eagle Hieraetus morphnoides

+

Nankeen Kestrel Falco cenchroides/martiet

+

Australian Hobby Falco longipennis/wowo

+

Baudin’s Black-Cockatoo Calyptorhynchus baudinii/ngolak
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo Calyptorhynchus latirostris/ngolyenok

(6) 55%

(4) 36%
(1) 9%

+

(2) 18%

White-tailed Black-Cockatoo Calyptorhynchus sp.

(1) 9%

Galah Eolophus roseicapillus/biako

(9) 82%

Little Corella Cacatua sanguinea/bidira

(10) 91%

Rainbow Lorikeet Trichoglossus haematodus

+

(11) 100%

Australian Ringneck Barnardius zonarius/dowarn

+

(8) 73%

Shining Bronze-Cuckoo Chalcites lucidus/djorit

+

Pallid Cuckoo Cacomantis pallidus /djoodorn

+
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Species

1985-1991

Eastern Barn Owl Tyto javanicus /yondja

2001-2014
(1) 9%

Laughing Kookaburra Dacelo novaeguineae

+

(4) 36%

Sacred Kingfisher Todiramphus sanctus/koonyenok

+

(1) 9%

Rainbow Bee-eater Merops ornatus/birinbirin

+

(3) 27%

Weebill Smicrornis brevirostris/kiderbot

(1) 9%

Western Gerygone Gerygone fusca/warylbodang

+

(5) 45%

Inland Thornbill Acanthiza apicalis/djoolbedjoolbong

(1) 9%

Western Thornbill Acanthiza inornata/djoboldjobol

(1) 9%

Striated Pardalote Pardalotus striatus/widopwidop

+

(9) 82%

Singing Honeyeater Lichenostomus virescens/dooromdorom

+

(11) 100%

Red Wattlebird Anthochaera carunculata/wodjalok

+

(10) 91%

White-fronted Chat Epthianura albifrons/yabawilban

(1) 9%

Brown Honeyeater Lichmera indistincta/djindjoko

+

(10) 91%

New Holland Honeyeater Phylidonyris novaehollandiae/bandin

(3) 27%

White-cheeked Honeyeater Phylidonyris niger

(8) 73%

Tawny-crowned Honeyeater Glyciphila melanops/boolet

(1) 9%

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike Coracina novaehollandiae/ngoolako

+

White-winged Triller Lalage sueurii/koomolkolong

+

(10) 91%

Rufous Whistler Pachycephala rufiventris/bambon

+

(9) 82%

Grey Butcherbird Cracticus torquatus/wadowadong

+

(1) 9%

Australian Magpie Cracticus tibicen/koorbat

+

(11) 100%

Grey Fantail Rhipidura albiscapa/koodjinok

+

(1) 9%

Willie Wagtail Rhipidura leucophrys/djitidjiti

+

(10) 91%

Australian Raven Corvus coronoides/wodang

+

(11) 100%

Magpie-lark Grallina cyanoleuca/dilabot

+

(10) 91%

Australian Reed-warbler Acrocephalus australis/koordjikotji

+

(4) 36%

Little Grassbird Megalurus gramineus

+

(8) 73%

Brown Songlark Cincloramphus cruralis

+

(1) 9%

Silvereye Zosterops lateralis /boang

+

(11) 100%

White-backed Swallow Cheramoeca leucosterna/boodibodi

+

Welcome Swallow Hirundo neoxena/koonamit

+

(11) 100%

Tree Martin Petrochelidon nigricans/kybot

+

(9) 82%

Mistletoebird Dicaeum hirundinaceum/moonidjidong

+

(7) 64%

Australasian Pipit Anthus novaehollandiae/eroldel

+

(10) 91%

Part B: The waterbirds— see next page.

Reference

Hoary-headed Grebe, Bull Creek. Photo
by Maylan Wallace
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Abbott, I. (2009). Three decades of avifaunal change in an
inner suburb of Perth, 1977-2009. Western Australian
Naturalist 27: 39-53.
Robert Stranger

Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 151 September 2014

Members’ contributions, ctd
Part B: The waterbirds

Species

1985-1991

2001-2014

Domestic Goose Anser anser

(1) 9%

Musk Duck Biziura lobata/kodara

(3) 27%

Black Swan Cygnus atratus/koltjak

+

(11) 100%

Australian Shelduck Tadorna tadornoides/koorak

+

(4) 36%

Australian Wood Duck Chenonetta jubata/maranganna

+

(4) 36%

Australasian Shoveler Anas rhynchotis/bardoongooba

+

(3) 27%

Grey Teal Anas gracilis/kalyong

+

(11) 100%

Domestic Duck Anas platyrhynchus

(1) 9%

Pacific Black Duck Anas superciliosa/yet

+

(11) 100%

Hardhead Aythya australis/erooto

+

(5) 45%

Blue-billed Duck Oxyura australis/boodo

+

Australasian Grebe Tachybaptus novaehollandiae/ngoonan

+

(5) 45%

Hoary-headed Grebe Poliocephalus/poliocephalus/wyooda

+

(5) 45%

Australasian Darter Anhinga novaehollandiae/mimal

+

Pied Cormorant Phalacrocorax varius/madi

(11) 100%
(1) 9%

Little Pied Cormorant Microcarbo melanoleucos/kokoko

+

(11) 100%

Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo/karbanga

+

(9) 82%

Little Black Cormorant Phalacrocorax sulcirostris

+

(11) 100%

Australian Pelican Pelecanus conspicillatus/nerimba

+

(11) 100%

White-necked Heron Ardea pacifica/djilimilyan

+

Eastern Great Egret Ardea modesta

+

(10) 91%

White-faced Heron Egretta novaehollandiae/wyan

+

(11) 100%

Little Egret Egretta garzetta

(1) 9%

Nankeen Night Heron Nycticorax caledonicus/ngalganing

+

(1) 9%

Australian White Ibis Threskiornis molucca

+

(11) 100%

Straw-necked Ibis Threskiornis spinicollis

(3) 27%

Royal Spoonbill Platalea regia

+

Yellow-billed Spoonbill Platalea flavipes

+

(5) 45%

Purple Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio/kwilom

+

(9) 82%

Buff-banded Rail Gallirallis philippensis/kooli

+

(11) 100%

Australian Spotted Crake Porzana fluminea

(1) 9%

Spotless Crake Porzana tabuensis/warradja

(2) 18%

Black-tailed Native Hen Tribonyx ventralis/ngalyan

+

(1) 9%

Dusky Moorhen Gallinula tenebrosa

+

(8) 73%

Eurasian Coot Fulica atra/kidjibroon

+

(11) 100%

Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus/dit

+

(3) 27%

Red-necked Avocet Recurvirostra novaehollandiae/yadjinkorong

(1) 9%

Black-fronted Dotterel Elseyornis melanops/nidoolyorong

+

Red-kneed Dotterel Erythrogonys cinctus

+

(3) 27%

Common Sandpiper Actitus hypoleucos

(3) 27%

Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia/karrynekarryne

(9) 82%

Crested Tern Thallaseus bergii/kaldjikang

+

(10) 91%

Silver Gull Chroicocephalus novaehollandiae/djidjinook

+

(9) 82%
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Tawny Frogmouths
in Gooseberry Hill

clear rufous tint on the breast which
was not shown in either of our field
guides. The photo was confirmed by
a respected authority and, of course,
we’d heard the distinctive call. We’ve
later examined other photos and seen
that same tint. Which goes to show
that birds don’t read field guides.

A pair of Tawny Frogmouths has
appeared in the garden of friends
several times in the first two weeks
of July. They seem not to need to
camouflage themselves and rather
prefer some winter warmth. They perch
in the open, often on a piece of pipe
used to support a rose. They seem
quite relaxed and only stiffen when
someone gets within 3-4 metres.

Maris Lauva and Claire Gerrish

Stella Stewart-Wynne

Tawny Frogmouths, Gooseberry
Hill. Photo by Annette Jones

Common Bronzewing Mating
Behaviour
Our garden in Augusta is part of the range of a pair of
Common Bronzewing, the male individually distinguished by
a damaged left foot. In July, as in previous years, the male
displayed in the usual manner, hooting, head bowing with
wings raised, followed by mutual neck rubbing and mating,
after which he performed a ‘victory lap’ around the female.
Twice now we have observed the female on top during the
mating, after which she performs the victory lap.
We recently found an abandoned egg on the terrace, and
as the pair spend so much time together in our garden they
are presumably not incubating on a nest. Is this behaviour
normal, unusual or aberrant and has anyone else observed
something similar?
Roger Crabtree

GREY HONEYEATER AT KARIJINI

Up to 100 Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos have been feeding
on the plentiful Marri seeds (Corymbia calophylla) in the
Morangup area of the northern Jarrah forest since April this
year. Marri trees flowered prolifically in 2013 resulting in
many of the trees having large numbers of the fruit during
2014 on our 10 hectare bush property at Morangup.
During April, Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos as well as Australian
Ringnecks and Red-capped Parrots fed on the fruit still on
the trees. It is now mid-July and they are not only feeding
on the fruit still on the trees but also on the fruit fallen to
the ground as a result of Carnaby’s causing this. Galahs have
only lately been feeding on the fruit on ground and never on
the fruit still on the tree.
On two occasions in July, late in the afternoon, Carnaby’s
Black-Cockatoos, Galahs and Australian Ringnecks were
feeding on Marri seeds obtained from the Marri fruit on the
ground in a clear area, just 10-14 metres from our kitchen
window. The method used to extract the Marri seed from
the fruit not only differed for each bird species but also for
individuals of Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos. The same birds of
all four bird species used these individual methods over a 15
- 20 minute period.
All the Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos
would test to see if the fruit
contained seeds by picking them
up, usually in their left claw (most
parrots and cockatoos use their
left foot), and almost immediately
discarding it or holding onto it. They
could possibly determine if the fruit
contained seeds by the weight of
the fruit or if seeds rattled inside the
fruit.

A trip north to find this scarce and
hard to find bird was eventually
successful, but only after a lot of
work, and some heartburn after we
found it.
After fruitlessly trying several places,
a spot Sue Abbotts had found just
outside Karijini National Park turned
out tops — but only after a lot of
unrewarded walking. We were only
metres away from the road and
ready to give it away when Claire
heard the call. Sure enough, there
it was and it moved around long
enough for photos and for us to see
it calling.
The heartburn came when we
looked at the photos and saw a
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DIFFERENT METHODS
USED TO EXTRACT
MARRI SEEDS BY TWO
COCKATOO SPECIES
AND TWO PARROT
SPECIES

Grey Honeyeater Conopophila whitei,
Karijini. Photo by Maris Lauva

Three male and four female
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos were
observed feeding on the ground
with four different methods used
to extract the Marri seed from the
fruit. The end of the tongue is used
to support the fruit while it is held in
the mouth.
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Method 1
The rim of the Marri fruit, held in the left foot with the
opening facing the bird, would be chewed until the top
mandible could access the inside of the fruit to extract the
seed.
Method 2
A male was seen to hold the fruit in its left foot, probe
the inside of the fruit then with the fruit still between its
mandibles, tilt its head backwards so the seed would fall out
into its mouth.
Method 3
Another male Carnaby’s would do the usual test for a nut
containing a seed then with the nut in its left foot probe into
the fruit with its upper mandible. It would then take the fruit
in its left foot and tilt the fruit inwards to the right allowing
any seed or seeds to fall onto the ground, where they would
be picked up and eaten.
Method 4
A female obtained a nut containing a seed, held it in her left
foot, either probed inside the fruit with its upper mandible
then tilted the fruit forward with the seed falling out onto
the ground. Or it just picked up the fruit and tilted the fruit
forward and if the seed did not fall out, repeated the process
until a seed fell out.
A male and female Galah would test to see if a seed or seeds
were inside the fruit by picking it up with their left foot and
either discarding it immediately or keeping it. They would
then place the fruit on the ground, pick it up by the stalk
and move their head back and forth in a swinging motion to
dislodge the seed (see photo). A seed fallen on the ground
would be picked up with their bill and a portion eaten, with
the uneaten piece usually held in the left foot and consumed
after the first piece eaten or repeated until all gone.
With Galahs moving into the wheatbelt, Jarrah forest and
Swan Coastal Plain since European settlement (Johnstone
and Storr 1998), feeding on Marri seeds is a recent
adaptation, for Galahs would not have fed on Marri seeds
prior to European settlement. This parallels the situation
with Little and Long-billed Corellas, which have also learnt
to extract Marri seeds (using method 2, above) since these
birds were introduced to the Perth area (Burbidge 2008).
Two Australian Ringnecks had a different method again to
extract the Marri seed. They would pick up the fruit mainly
in their left foot but on occasions their right foot (using
their right foot more so than the other three bird species
observed), probe inside the fruit with their upper mandible
then with the fruit still in their left or right foot turn the fruit
inwards on its side, turn their head sideways and extract the
seed using their mandible (see photos, p35).
References
Burbidge, A. H. (2008). Little and Long-billed Corellas
learning to use a new food source, the seeds of Marri.
Australian Field Ornithology 25, 136–139.
Johnstone, R. E. and Storr, G. M. (1998) ‘Handbook of
Western Australian Birds — Volume 1, Non Passerines’.
(Western Australian Museum: Perth).
Allan and Sandy Rose
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Ruddy Turnstone sightings in
south-west Western Australia
This article presents an overview of observations and
information I have accumulated on the Ruddy Turnstone,
Arenaria interpes in south-western Australia. These records
are by no means conclusive and there are bound to be sites
that have been overlooked or sources of data that have been
missed.
The distribution of the Ruddy Turnstone in south-west
Western Australia is linked to its preferred habitat of beaches
covered with large weed banks and coastal areas with
weathered rocks covered with marine growth. Seaweed
banks composed of sea grass or sea weed, sometimes up to
a metre high, provide shelter, protection and food.
The presence of Ruddy Turnstone along the south-west coast
is seasonal with higher concentrations found at locations that
contain suitable habitat. It is occasionally found on mud flats
at inlets or lakes.

Coastal distribution from Geraldton
to Eyre
North of Geraldton, at Port Gregory, a basin has formed
where the Hutt River normally breaks through to the ocean
and this is where this species has been sighted, feeding
amongst the pebbles along the water’s edge. Sightings come
from February and March with a maximum of 39 Ruddy
Turnstones seen in February 2009. The Ruddy Turnstone is
apparently common on the Houtman Abrolhos Islands (Storr
1991). At Pelsaert Island 78 were sighted by Les George in
December 2007.
Geraldton area
A recent sighting of 32 birds comes from Point Moore at
Geraldton.
Sue Harris recalls changes to shorebird populations in the
South Greenough area: “We arrived on our Greenough
property in 1983, when the beach was literally swarming
with Ruddy Turnstones and Red-capped Plovers in summer
and in decreased numbers in winter. Most of the Turnstones
migrated away but not all.
“At that time (1984-1994) a large amount of seaweed always
washed up in early summer (December) and accumulated in
big banks along the water’s edge inshore from the reefs that
are a feature along this part of the coast. The reefs are only
about 100 metres from the beach and there is a lot of weed
growing around, on them and on the rocky bottom between
the beach and the reefs (the beach, however, is sandy). The
shorebirds sheltered in the dead weed on the beach and
also fed on maggots and other insects that lived in and were
attracted to it.
“Cray fishing has broken up a lot of the rocky bottom and
decreased the amount of weed, the swells have increased
in height (especially over the past four years) and the weed
that washes ashore doesn’t stay for long now. I think that is
the main contribution to the disappearance of the birds.
“Last summer (2013), we saw only a few Ruddy Turnstones
(no more than three or four pairs) and roughly the same
number of Red-capped Plovers. We see foxes and feral cats
on the beach, and cars that travel along the beach to a
popular surfing spot.”
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Fig 1: Counts of Ruddy Turnstone at Rottnest Island 1998-2014

Fig 2: Counts of Ruddy Turnstone at Woodman Point 1995-1999
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Lancelin-Cervantes
In late summer the beaches at Lancelin are covered in dense
weed banks. There have been reports of 150 to 200 Ruddy
Turnstones at this location, peaking in March and April in
both 2013 and 2014. Extensive surveys of these beaches are
required to clarify what numbers frequent this site. It seems
evident that these beaches are an important site for Ruddy
Turnstones on their northward migration in late summer.
Past sightings come from Wedge Island though there are no
recent reports. Wedge Island, known to accumulate weed
banks, had a high winter report of 60 Ruddy Turnstones in
July 1984. Ruddy Turnstones (10) have been reported from
Hansen Bay near Cervantes. Two Rocks has large weed
accumulations but Ruddy Turnstone have not been reported
from this site.
Perth
There are a number of locations around Perth where Ruddy
Turnstones can be seen. The main ones are Rottnest
Island, Woodman Point, Point Peron and Garden Island. On
migration, Ruddy Turnstones will turn up for short periods at
other locations such as Alfred Cove, Pelican Point, Penguin
Island, Lake McLarty, Lake Cooloongup and Lake Walyungup.
Winter observations have been recorded on Garden Island
and at Woodman Point. On Garden Island, the Ruddy
Turnstone is a moderately common but irregular visitor.
The highest count for Rottnest Island was 559 in late
September 1992. Some Ruddy Turnstones remain on
Rottnest over winter. For example, there were 17 present
in July 1982, three in June 2013 and, remarkably, 131
in June 2006 (Mather 2006). The edges of salt lakes are
the preferred feeding areas on the island and 85% of all
observations were made at these sites (Saunders and de
Rebeira 1993). Shorebird counts have been conducted each
summer at Rottnest Island from 1998 to 2014 and the
results indicate a downward trend, (Fig 1.)
Woodman Point
At Woodman Point Ruddy Turnstone numbers increase
from September onwards, and are most numerous from
November through to March (Fig 2). Small groups were
found feeding on banks of washed up seagrass, along the
rocky foreshore and on the beach. Ruddy Turnstones can
be found in similar habitats around Cockburn Sound, e.g.,
at Point Peron, Garden Island and the harbour groynes
in Jervoise Bay. The first signs of rufous plumage were
evident from late February and by the first week of April
breeding plumage was well established. This did not extend
to all Ruddy Turnstones though, as a number remained
in winter plumage. Ruddy Turnstone numbers are easily
underestimated due to their camouflage and ability to blend
in among the rocks and weed. The maximum number seen
at Woodman Point is 33.
At the Peel Inlet, the Ruddy Turnstone has been reported
from September through to January, usually in low numbers.
A sighting of five birds was made in October 2013 at Nairns
where they were seen tossing weed around near the water’s
edge.
Yalgorup National Park
The Ruddy Turnstone is seen in Yalgorup National Park
during migration, with records ranging from September
to January. It has been seen at Lake Pollard, Martins Tank
and Lake Preston (north and south). Up to 18 birds were
recorded at Lake Preston on 27 October 2010. Here, the
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species can be found foraging along the rocky foreshore,
sometimes near the salty foam zone.
Cape Naturaliste to Cape Leeuwin
Generally speaking, sightings of Ruddy Turnstone along the
Cape to Cape beaches are very scarce. Deepdene Beach
(northern end) is one location were sightings have been
made, though not exceeding ten birds.
The Ruddy Turnstone has been seen on the Vasse River
near Port Geographe when the water level is suitable for
the birds There are large accumulations of seaweed at Port
Geographe.
Windy Harbour
Windy Harbour is the main stronghold for Ruddy Turnstones
along the south-west coast and they can be found here over
summer and autumn. There have been sightings of up 51
birds at this site. Reports come from the months January
to June and September, October and December. Winter
sightings are rare. Small numbers, up to 28, have been seen
at the Gardner River mouth. Again, they favour the large
weed banks at Windy Harbour and the Gardner River.
There is a sighting of a solitary Ruddy Turnstone from
Warren River.
There are two records of sightings of Ruddy Turnstones
at Wilsons Inlet from 1994 and 1998. In recent years the
number of Ruddy Turnstones seen around the inner harbours
of Albany has been in single digit numbers. The highest
count from Albany is 28 in February 2002 (Fig 3). Rushy
Point and Kalgan River estuary are reported sites.

Table 1. Counts of Ruddy Turnstone from south coast
shorebird surveys 2011 to 2014.
Year

Windy
Harbour

2011
2012
2013
2014

28
43

Gardner
River/
Yeagarup
4
1

Albany

Total

2
1
1
1

2
1
33
45

Bremer Bay - Hopetoun
The Ruddy Turnstone is usually seen here early in the
migratory season, October and early November. It does
not hang around and its stop-over is brief. Numbers are
low (6) at Bremer Bay and some individuals are seen in
fading breeding plumage, busy fossicking in the weed. A
late sighting at Bremer Bay was in January when Ruddy
Turnstones were loafing on the upper part of the beach
among dry seaweed with Red-capped Plovers, Red-necked
Stints and a Greater Sand Plover.
The Ruddy Turnstone has been reported from Gordon
Inlet (6) feeding amongst seaweed and in the presence of
Sanderlings and Red-necked Stints.
There is one sighting from the south-east corner of Culham
Inlet,, of four Ruddy Turnstones scratching around under a
blanket of dry algae.
At Hopetoun several have been seen feeding west of the
groyne among banks of brown seaweed banked up to a
metre high. It has been seen feeding in the company of
Red-necked Stint, Sanderling and Sooty Oystercatcher. The
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usual place to see Ruddy Turnstones at Hopetoun is either
Flathead Point or Two Mile Beach as they collect the most
weed. Sightings range from mid-August to February and it is
not reported each year, with never more than three or four
Ruddy Turnstones present along Hopetoun’s beaches.
Esperance area
In the mid 1980s the Esperance coast was ranked as one
of the top 20 most important zones for Ruddy Turnstone
(Lane 1987), but its presence has since declined. Shorebird
surveys conducted in the Esperance region have not resulted
in any Ruddy Turnstone sightings in the last eight years.
There was one sighting at Barrier Anchorage on 31 October
1997. At Lake Warden, 24 were seen in November 1982.
There is a record of 10 from Point Malcolm in Nuytsland
Nature Reserve in October 2012.
Eyre
A regular spring visitor in small numbers at Eyre, the Ruddy
Turnstone usually arrives at the end of August and has gone
by the end of December. Numbers peak in October (Fig 4.
and Fig 5). Kanidal Beach is usually clear of seaweed during
the summer months and this may be the reason why the
birds move on. There are occasional sightings during the
autumn passage in March or of birds in winter.
Two Ruddy Turnstones with engraved leg flags were sighted
at Kanidal Beach in early September 2013. Both were
originally flagged at King Island and were assumed to be
passing through Kanidal on their return migration to Bass
Strait (Pilkington 2013). Bass Strait and adjacent areas have
quite a high Ruddy Turnstone population and it would be
interesting to know why only a very small segment of that
population detours through Eyre.

2011-2014. The results from these surveys indicate that
Ruddy Turnstones are a scare commodity indeed (Table 1).
North-West
In contrast to the south-west, Ruddy Turnstones are still
numerous in the north-west of Western Australia as shown
in Table 2. At Back Beach, Karratha, Ruddy Turnstones are
almost always found along the rocky shoreline areas. If on
the mudflats, they remain just within metres of the rocks.
Turnstones are widespread in Exmouth Gulf and recorded
from all islands within the gulf. The Ruddy Turnstone has
been seen at the Broome, Exmouth and Wickham sewage
farms and at brine reduction ponds. Offshore islands,
though, hold the bulk of the north-west population (e.g.
Bamford and Moro 2011).
There are a few inland sightings of Ruddy Turnstones from
Lake Argyle, Lake Violet (Wiluna), Lake Lefroy (Kalgoorlie),
Lake Annean (Meekatharra) and Coyrecup Lake (Katanning).
Selected sites where Ruddy Turnstones have been recorded
in relatively high numbers are shown in Table 2.
Acknowledgements: The following people provided
information or sightings used in the compilation of this
report: Logan Anderson, Laurie Boyle, Alma and Perry
De Rebeira, Steve Elson, Tony France, Anne Gadsby, Les
George, Ken and Karina Harris (caretakers, EBO), Sue
Harris, Colin Heap, Jenny Kikeros, Lou Leidwinger, Ken Read,
Bill Russell, Dave Secomb, Wally Smith, Peter Taylor, John
Tucker, Christine Wilder and Boyd Wykes.
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extracting seeds (left) and
(right Galah emptying marri
nut (circled) (see report, p30).
Photos by Allan Rose.
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Fig 4. Counts of Ruddy Turnstones at Kanidal Beach, Eyre 1988 to 1995

Fig 5. Counts of Ruddy Turnstones at Kanidal Beach, Eyre 2006 to 2013.
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Table 2. Selected sites where relatively high numbers of Ruddy Turnstones have been observed in the south and north
west of Western Australia.
HC = Highest count
* = from Rodgers et al. (2011).
South-west locations

Shire

North-west locations

Year

HC

Shire

Alfred Cove

Year
1991

HC
6

Melville

Adele Island

2004

1250

Derby

Creery Wetlands

2013

5

Mandurah

Barrow Island

2004

2173

Roebourne

Emu Point, Albany

2002

28

Albany

Dampier Peninsula

*

196

Roebourne

18

Carnarvon

Garden Island

1982

40

Perth

Dorre Island

2007

Gardner River

2007

28

Manjimup

Eighty Mile Beach

*

Hutt Lagoon, Port Gregory

2009

39

Northampton

Exmouth Gulf

2004

Kanidal Beach, EBO

1991

35

Dundas

Lacepede Islands

*

Lake McLarty

2006

2

Murray

Lake McLeod

2001
2012

Lake Preston

2010

18

Harvey

Pelican Island, Shark Bay

Lake Warden

1982

24

Esperance

Roebuck Bay

Lancelin Beach

2014

200

Point Peron, Rockingham

1998

25

Rottnest

1992

559

Windy Harbour

2012

51

Manjimup

Woodman Point

1997

33

Cockburn

3480
185
2154
50
255
2060

Broome
Exmouth
Broome
Carnarvon
Shark Bay
Broome

Gingin
Rockingham
Perth

Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 151 September 2014

Page 37

Crossword No. 20
CLUES

by Pam Agar

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8
9
10

11

12

13
15

14

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23
24

26

25
27

28

29

See page 53 for Answers

Across
5.
8.
9.
11.
12.
13.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
23.
26.
27.
28.
29.

Area beneath lower mandible.
Watchers.
Major taxonomic divisions of animals.
Covered with dust.
Number of eggs laid by Purple-gaped Honeyeater.
Formed by interlacing.
Frigatebirds possess a red sac at this position.
Shelters for viewing birds.
Reef Egret morphs may be … or dark grey.
Upper abdomen.
Robins … lichen or bark to camouflage nests.
Parched.
Alternative nest-site for an Eastern Osprey.
Lake, site of mass breeding by Banded Stilts in 1995.
A Silver Gull often does this on one leg.
Further observation may cause one to do … an opinion.

DOWN
1. Possible participant in conservation programs.
2. Gull, also known as Dominican.
3. To avoid detection or capture.
4. Comprised of longer feathers on bird’s head.
6. Singing Honeyeaters often move this way on the
ground.
7. Largest cuckoo found in WA.
10. Event to find as many birds as possible.
13. Frequently heard bird of arid country.
14. Initial one may give a different impression from the next.
15. One made on site may aid recall later.
16. Sudden forceful contact with a window may …. a bird.
20. To climb with difficulty.
22. Convenient field record forms.
24. Commonly used to capture specimens.
25. Major predators of small birds.

Bird cards for sale!
Our Christmas cards featuring some of the birds of Western
Australia, are available for sale from the BirdLife office in
Floreat.

Red-winged Fairywren

Cards come with a simple Christmas greeting, or are blank inside.

Red Wattlebird

Cards plus envelope are $1 each, plus postage and packaging.
To view the full range or to download the order form, simply visit the WA page of the website
at www.birdlife.org.au/wa

Singing
Honeyeater
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Black Swan

Scarlet Robin

Australian
Ringneck

Major Mitchell
Cockatoo

Red-capped
Parrot
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Notices
Spring surveys in the Great Western
Woodlands: Saturday 27 September to
Friday 3 October — dates flexible
Spring is a wonderful time to be in the Great
Western Woodlands. Following the winter and
early spring rains, the temperatures are warmer
with much bird activity and usually lots of flowering.
Liz also intends to include all surveys up to and
including spring 2014 in her report of the GWW
Project, due to be out in May 2015. Would be
great to have all nine survey areas surveyed this
spring.
As BirdLife WA are doing a campout to the Frank
Hann / Peak Charles survey area this spring (27
September to 3 October), this leaves eight survey
areas in need of volunteers. They are Karroun Hill,
Helena and Aurora Range, Cave Hill, Trans railway
line, Fraser Range Station, Jilbadji Nature Reserve,
Credo and Dundas Nature Reserve. Surprisingly,
two areas, Cave Hill and Jilbadji, have never been
surveyed in spring.
To register your interest, together with preferred
area and time to survey, email Shapelle McNee
gww@birdlife.org.au
or phone on 0439 668 693 or 9287 2716.
For members and the general public
Organiser: Shapelle McNee

Darlington Arts Festival 2014
1st and 2nd November
Chief Assistants are needed for this event,
volunteers preferably, otherwise conscripts
will be called up. We need three people for the
morning and afternoon of Saturday and Sunday,
and someone to help set up on Friday afternoon
would be lovely. The weekend festival provides
good exposure for BirdLife WA and is quite a good
revenue raiser, as well as being lots of fun.
Also needed are articles for the bric-a-brac section
of our stall. Anything bird orientated, books,
ornaments, puzzles etc. Please though, nothing of
worth. Anything over $15 or $20 is slow to move.
The $1 and $2 dollar items sell best .
Please phone Stella S-W with all your offers:
9295 4438

BirdLife WA 2015 Calendar
The 2015 calendar is now available at the
BirdLife WA office for $10 each or $12
including postage. All photographs by
BirdLife WA members and photographs
submitted for the calendar were judged by
Jiri and Marie Lochman.

Western Ground Parrot surveys –
volunteers needed
The Department of Parks and Wildlife
(DPaW) will conduct several surveys in the
Fitzgerald River and Cape Arid National
Parks in October and November. The dates
are as follows:
Fitzgerald River National Park:
6-10 October
Cape Arid National Park: 12-18 October
Cape Arid National Park: 9-15 November
Please note that good hearing and the
willingness to get up early are required if
you want to participate.
If you are interested in helping out, please
contact the Friends of the Western Ground
Parrot by e-mail: wgparrot@gmail.com.
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You can order calendars from the office by
phoning 9383 7749 or emailing wa@birdlife.
org.au and direct depositing or posting a
cheque payment. Calendars will also be sold
at the Monday monthly meetings and some
bird excursions between now and the New
Year.
All profits aid the BirdLife WA
Australasian Bittern Project.
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BIRDWATCHER’S CODE OF ETHICS
BirdLife Western Australia, 2014
BirdLife WA seeks to ensure that all birding
excursions and activities are conducted with
minimal disturbance to the birds, their habitat,
and other birdwatchers. Generally, much of this is
common sense, but the following guidelines will
assist in knowing what is acceptable. More detail is
available in the BirdLife Australia references listed at
the end of this article.

1. Call playback
The use of call playback is not encouraged. Call
playback should not be used as a routine method
of attracting birds and should not be used at all
during the nesting season when birds may be called
off incubation duties, or even abandon the nest
altogether. This is particularly important in areas
of high visitation by birders where call playback by
other birders may well have occurred in the recent
past.

2. Photography
While the use of high quality bird photography
is one of the outstanding features of Western
Australian Bird Notes, we do not wish to publish
photographs where the welfare of the bird has
been disregarded in the pursuit of the perfect
shot. We ask that all photographic contributors
take into consideration how their activities impact
upon the birds they are trying to photograph. The
aim should be to minimise any disturbance to the
birds, including minimal use of call playback or flash
photography.
Generally, it is fairly obvious when a bird is being
pushed too hard or distressed by the activity of
humans. However, much bird behaviour is quite
nuanced, and it is only with experience that one can
interpret what it means. The best thing you can do
for the welfare of the birds you are photographing—
and the more successful you will be in getting great
shots—is to get to know their habits in their natural
surrounds.

3. Nesting birds

Western Australian Bird Notes will publish nesting
shots (or shots of chicks that haven’t fledged) only
when assurances are given that the birds were in
no way jeopardised by the specific activity of the
photographer in getting those images.

4. Vegetation damage
No activity, whether it be an excursion or a
photograph, is worth damaging the environment
where a bird lives. Removing vegetation to better
frame a shot, or trampling sensitive vegetation in
order to get closer to a bird, is not acceptable.

5. Flushing birds
While any interaction with birds runs the risk that
they will occasionally startle and fly off, what is
unacceptable is the deliberate flushing of birds in
order to get a good shot of the underwing or other
part of the bird not usually seen.

6. Permission to access property
Please, always seek permission before entering
property to view or to photograph birds.
Disregarding this can jeopardise future access by
yourself, BirdLife, or other legitimate researchers.
On the upside, it is highly likely that the property
owner will be able to provide information on the
best places to find the birds.

References
Australian Birdlife Photographers’ Code of Ethics.
Available at http://www.birdlife.org.au/documents/
MAGcodeofethics.pdf
BirdLife Australia (2012) Ethical birding guidelines.
Available at http://www.birdlife.org.au/
documents/POL-Ethical-Birding-Guidelines.
pdf

As a general rule, Western Australian Bird Notes
will not publish photographs of nesting birds unless
there is an important reason for doing so. Adult
birds, eggs and dependant young are at their most
vulnerable to disturbance and predation during the
nesting process, so extra precaution must be taken.
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Sunday 7 December
BWA Christmas barbecue
The annual Christmas barbecue this year
will be held as usual at Peregrine House, at
about 6:00 pm, on the lawn at the rear of the
building.
Bring your own food and
drink,
and chairs if possible.
All members welcome.

WA TWITCHATHON
DATES – Saturday 13th/Sunday 14th
December 2014
* 24hr Twitch: 5pm Saturday – 5pm
Sunday
* 12hr Twitch: 5am – 5pm Sunday
* Armchair Twitch: 8hr period on Sunday

The full set of rules, along with registration
forms, will be available from the BAWA office
from September, or by contacting jgraff2@
hotmail.com. Please register your team by 5th
December.
For further information, contact John Graff,
either by e-mail at jgraff2@hotmail.com
(preferred) or by phone on 0424 008 179
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Donations and bequests to
BirdLife Western Australia
The Western Australian Branch is aiming to be
in the financial position to support conservation
work through projects, particularly aimed
at threatened species. With the decline in
government funding, support for this work
through donations and bequests is one way this
aim can be realised in the future.
Tax deductible donations can be made to
BirdLife Western Australia through the
Australian Bird Fund. They can be sent to
the office or paid directly to the separate bank
account 036-063 382389, but please inform the
office. A tax deductible receipt will be issued and
mailed to you.
The ABF donations will be used to support
the objectives of the organisation, especially
conservation work and education.
BWA very gratefully acknowledges the recent
donations by Norma Avins and Brian Boulton. The
BWA Executive Committee at its August meeting
has decided to purchase 20 pairs of binoculars to
support further the work of the Community Education
Committee.

New WA members
The following WA people joined BirdLife Australia during the
period 5 May to 24 July 2014:
J Barnes, K Bird, S Broomfield, P Carter, S Castan, K De
Piazzi, T De Ridder, R Ebdon, H Freemantle, J Goodall, E Hall,
B Harris, J Hodgskin, M Hodgskin, N Hodgskin, S Hodgskin, J
Hutchinson, J Knox, B Lambe, K Lehman, A Lynch, S MarinEstrella, J Mateljan, D Mathias, P McCleery, H Nore, J Parker,
A Pollikett, G Shevtsov, D Shiell, B Smith, R Want, S Want, T
Want and M Witham
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ALBANY BRANCH
Future outings
Excursions will take place on Tuesday 9 September, 14
October, 11 November and 9 December. Weekend outings
will take place on Sunday 21 September and Saturday 18
October. More details about destinations, where to meet, etc,
will be made available on BWA e-news. You can also check
the Albany Bird Group’s website:

Excursion leaders will be either Ray Garstone (PH: 9844
7540), Brad Kneebone (PH: 9845 2233) or Anne Bondin
(PH: 9844 1793). Feel free to contact any us for further
information.

http://sites.google.com/site/albanybirds/Home

CAPE TO CAPE BIRD GROUP
Program
Saturday 4 October: Half-day Excursion – Bird hides –
Pioneer Cove and Wonnerup, Busselton
Meet at 8:30 am at Rotary Park in Busselton. Travelling
towards central Busselton on Causeway Road, turn right into
Rotary Park (near the old Railway Station) just before the
Vasse River and the small roundabout in Peel Terrace. We
shall walk along the river to the Pioneer Cove bird hide and
the reed beds beyond and then continue on to the Wonnerup
bird hide, in Layman Road. Bring morning tea.
Leaders: Roger Cornes and Michael Sayers
Sunday 23 November: Half-day Excursion – Ten Mile
Brook Dam, Margaret River
Meet at 12 noon for lunch. Members of the Busselton
Naturalists Club will be walking the 7.5 km from Margaret
River to Ten Mile Brook Dam in the morning. We will meet
them at the Ten Mile Brook Dam picnic area for a bird walk
in the vicinity, after which they will proceed by bus and
those of us who wish to will continue by our cars to the East
Witchcliffe Shire Reserve where we conducted bird surveys in
2013. We shall spend an hour birdwatching, have afternoon
tea and finish at 4 pm.

At Hardy Inlet we identified a variety of waterbirds and
had close views of a White-bellied Sea-Eagle, along with
Eastern Osprey, a dark phase Little Eagle and a Collared
Sparrowhawk back at the morning tea place and a final tally
of 34 species.
Christine Wilder
Meeting, 19 May: Photographing birds of the southwest
Our speaker for May, Ray ‘Rev’ Walker, was recommended
by Bernie Masters as one of our best local wildlife
photographers, specialising in birds of the Vasse-Wonnerup
and local orchids.
We were not disappointed as Rev talked to a series of
magnificent bird portraits, with a focus on waterbirds and
birds of prey. Rev has always been interested in birds,
starting with the Gould League in 1960, but his devotion to

Leader: Boyd Wykes
All the excursions/meetings above are for BirdLife Australia
members and the general public. For details of any of the
above, please contact Christine Wilder cwilderone@yahoo.
com.au or Boyd Wykes majyx@iinet.net.au.

Excursion/meeting reports
7 May: North Westbay, Augusta
Special thanks to Roger Crabtree for organising this great
circuit walk to the Hardy Inlet. Unfortunately Roger was
unwell, but turned up for a few minutes to ensure our group
of eight had our bearings for the walk. A storm was forecast,
but the day turned out sunny and pleasant.
The magnificent old Jarrah/Marri forest was very quiet in
this section of the Leeuwin-Naturaliste National Park, with
only a small number of bushbirds seen. We had good views
of Western Rosella and Red-capped and Elegant Parrots.
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Members of the Myalup Branch at the old ski club site,
Lake Preston — L-R: Chris Thorne, Margaret Jones,
Elaine France, Judy Bonomelli, Stephanie Thorne,
Edith Whelan and Tony France (see next page for
report). Photo by Errol Harwood
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serious photography only began about eight years ago. He
enthusiastically shared techniques for deliberately setting
up a shot, as distinct from happy snapping, that I admit to
as my approach. For example, a number of shots of several
species were all taken at the same lone tree near the estuary
where the angle, light and background and likelihood of a
bird using a prominent perch coincide. Another useful hint
in his ‘thinking like a bird’ approach is to allow birds to
habituate to him, moving slowly and patiently so that birds
are comfortable with him within their proximity.
Rev classifies himself as a very passionate bird photographer.
Although not a twitcher, having no idea how many species he
has seen or photographed, he and wife Kerry have travelled
Australia photographing new species “without going too
overboard”.
He also clearly enjoys chasing rare birds, photographs of
some which he shared with us, and admits there are a few
more to get.
Kerry has produced a series of beautiful greeting cards
featuring Rev’s photographs which members were able to
purchase from Kerry during supper while Rev was cornered
by fellow photographers keen to discuss photographic
techniques.
Boyd Wykes
7 June: Karri and coast, Augusta
Ten of us walked in a section of karri forest along Green
Hill Road in Leeuwin-Naturaliste National Park. A Fan-tailed
Cuckoo called in the distance and Red-winged Fairy-wrens
gave little short trills amongst the bracken. White-tailed
Black-Cockatoos were observed but the question was which
species? After the usual healthy debate over the bill length,
width, eye colour, etc. we agreed they were Baudin’s BlackCockatoos.

After morning tea at Hillview Lookout on the top of the
Leeuwin Ridge where Mary and Herbie identified a Peregrine
Falcon, we took a small track through the coastal heath to
the beach below. Normally this walk is a good place for emuwrens and firetails, but the wind had increased and the birds
were keeping low. White-breasted Robin, Western Rosella
and Splendid Fairy-wren were seen, giving a total of 20
species for the morning. When there is a lack of birds, there
are orchids to photograph and whales to see.
Christine Wilder
6 July: Willyabrup Cliffs
Willyabrup is an interesting mixture of bush, coastal heath
and some of the best sea cliffs on the Cape to Cape Track. It
was a wild winter’s day so only five birders braved the cold,
wet and windy conditions.
The bush and heath birds were keeping their heads down
and for a while it seemed likely that the number of birds
would be exceeded by the number of birders. After carrying
Christine’s telescope to the cliffs with great expectations of
good numbers of seabirds, we discovered they didn’t like
the conditions either and must have been miles offshore.
Whilst crouching behind the cliff top scrub to keep out of the
wind and occasional squall of rain, we did manage to see a
couple of Australasian Gannets and two Pacific Gulls. Keeping
binoculars steady was a challenge and use of a telescope
impossible.
We returned to the relative shelter of the car park for
morning tea and decided to call it a day. Our thanks to
Christine for leading the excursion and despite the lack of
birds and weather conditions we all enjoyed the outing. Our
meagre bird list for the morning was ten species including a
Brush Bronzewing.
Roger Cornes

MYALUP BRANCH
On 19 July the Myalup Bird Observers (MBO) visited a
recently rehabilitated site on the western shore of Lake
Preston, part of the Yalgorup Lake System which is a
RAMSAR site (see photo, p42).
The site was previously the location of a ski club that is now
defunct and had been the subject of considerable vandalism
to the club house and toilets, rendering the site unsafe. The
club has not been using the site for at least ten years and
the time had come for it to be ceded back to the Department
of Parks and Wildlife. However, this required the site to
be rehabilitated, the responsibility of the Shire of Harvey.
Fortunately, the shire was able to acquire funding to effect
the rehabilitation, supervised by the shire’s Environmental
Officer, Samantha Pickering, and it is almost complete.

impressed with the work that had been done on the site.
The attached photo is of the group standing on the remnant
concrete pad of the old club house on which has been
installed the tower of the windmill that was also on the site.
The tower caries signage providing information on the bird
life of the lake and it is understood that further signage is to
be installed.
The rehabilitation of the site provides an opportunity for
visitors to the lake to comfortably monitor the activity on
the lake and learn of its importance to both endemic and
migratory birds that visit the lake.
Errol Harwood
Convener, Myalup Bird Observers

The MBO held its AGM on the 19th but preceded the meeting
with a visit to the old ski club site. Everybody was very
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WHEATBELT-AVON BRANCH
June long weekend trip to Goongarrie
Seven people attended this campout where we stayed at
Goongarrie homestead in the Goongarrie National Park. Basic
undercover accommodation at very cheap prices is available
there with water, tables and wood barbecues supplied.
However, wood cannot be collected within one kilometre of
the homestead.
On arrival, we were greeted by very friendly Hooded Robins,
who had fledged young in the area, and a Crested Bellbird
who enjoyed cleaning up the crumbs under the tables.
The bush was in great condition due to the high rainfall in
the area in late summer. Many claypans and all watercourses
held water, although waterbirds were not abundant in any

Dusky Woodswallow, Flynn
Road (see p46). Photo by Ian
Wallace

one area probably because of water availability across the
whole region.
With Goongarrie situated on the mulga eucalypt line, it
was good to see some inland birds not observed for some
years for most of us. Two participants were lucky to see and
photograph a White-browed Treecreeper.
Over the weekend, 60 species were sighted on Goongarrie
National Park with four species confirmed as breeding.
Thanks to all those who attended.
Max Howard
Deputy Convener, WABBA

ALBANY
3 brm s/c holiday accommodation
situated on the banks of Oyster Harbour,
15 mins from town.

Carnamah, Inering Hills

3.5 hours drive north of Perth
Purpose built modern one bedroom self contained studio/cottage
on working farm with fine views over the granite rocks. Wheatbelt
and transitional woodland birds. Linen supplied. Guided visit to
key sites included.
2 nights, 2-3 people $275.00.
Other options for accommodation may be available. Please ask.
For more details + photos:
Pauline.Wittwer@bigpond.com
or 0428 674 074. Farm: 9951 1225.
www.facebook.com/wittwerfarmbirdwatchersaccommodation
Members of BirdLife WA and Land for Wildlife.
Your well behaved dog is welcome.
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Close to King & Kalgan Rivers,
beaches, national parks, walks &
wildflowers.
Cosy wood fire, free WiFi &
starter b/fast included.
Ph 08 9844 7744
www.stayz.com.au/148040

A BIRD LOVERS PARADISE!
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Excursion reports
Bird walk at Lake Coogee,
27 April

Ellis Brook, 18 May

We then drove to Erskine Lakes for morning tea and a lap
around the ponds. We added another nine species at Erskine
Lakes, including a relaxed Nankeen Night Heron and a chatty
Grey Currawong. The total count was 60 bird species.

Fifteen people, including our leader Steve, enjoyed very
pleasant birding conditions at a mild 21 degrees. This walk
can be a challenge for some as it is quite a steep incline to
the top of the waterfall,
which incidentally wasn’t
flowing. But we were
delighted, half way up,
to spot a Red-eared
Firetail and Red-winged
Fairy-wren, rewarding
our efforts! Surprisingly
only one raptor was
seen, a Wedge-tailed
Eagle, as it is often a
good spot for them.
Waterbirds included an
unusual mallard looking
Male Golden Whistler, Ellis
hybrid, Australasian
Brook (see also p2). Photo by
Grebe, Little Pied
Ian Wallace
Cormorant and Blackfronted Dotterel. The
Australian Shelducks
were very active with several flying overhead and one in a
tree looking like it was searching for a nesting site. Common
Bronzewings were in the grass. The walk nearer the top
gave us good views of bushbirds including both Scarlet and
White-breasted Robin, Rufous and Golden Whistler, Dusky
Woodswallow, Varied Sittella and, to our delight, the ever
beautiful male Splendid Fairy-wren in breeding colour. No
white-tails today, but it was nice to see and hear the Redtailed Black-Cockatoos in abundance. Red-capped Parrots
were present and one person saw an Elegant. The walk down
the other side of the falls did not capture many more birds,
but a grand total of 50 birds was seen, a good number for
this time of year. Thanks go to Steve for a very pleasant
morning, as this particular excursion is always good exercise
as well as good birding!

Robyn Pickering

Josan Moss

It was a cool and cloudy morning at Lake Coogee on Sunday
27 April. There were 11 participants, which made a good
number for a group walk. We saw a total of 51 species for
the morning which tends to be an average number for this
birding site. The rain from the previous evening was the first
real rains of the year and it had refreshed the bush around
the lake. The water level had risen in the swamp area to the
north of the bridge but there were still very few ducks or
waterfowl to be seen. The lake lived up to its reputation as
being a good area to see raptors and we were rewarded with
sightings of seven different species. The most notable was
a young Eastern Osprey sitting on one of the branches of a
dead tree close to the water’s edge. It stayed there allowing
the photographers in the group to get as many photos as
they wanted. One member saw a Bandicoot. Thank you to all
who attended.
Jane and Dave Crossley

Len Howard Reserve,
Mandurah, 10 May
Eight members visited Len Howard Reserve. The weather
was threatening but we were lucky in that when it rained
we were not far from the bird hide and were able to shelter
until the rain stopped. We walked around the wetlands at
the reserve’s east end and saw 51 species. Highlights were
Regent Parrots, Spotless Crakes and a wintering Sacred
Kingfisher.

BERINGBOODING ROCK CAMPOUT,
30 MAY – 2 JUNE
Tomato Lake, Kewdale, 15 May
A group of 13 birders, including one visitor, gathered
for a walk around the lake. The recent rain appeared to
have made a difference to bird populations, including
the disappearance of Australian Wood Ducks, Australian
Shelducks, Pink-eared Ducks and Australasian Shovelers
which had all been observed there recently. Even so, six
waterfowl were seen in a total of 41 species which also
included a number of bushbirds. (see also photo, p55)
The bird of the day was a Southern Boobook which gave
everyone very good views. This was a first for BirdLife walks
here although local residents report that they are heard
regularly around the lake. A Collared Sparrowhawk also gave
good views and these two species really made our day.
Overall it was a very enjoyable outing.
Ian Wallace
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A remote campground at one of the wheatbelt’s famous
outcrops, some 70 km north-east of Mukinbudin, was the
venue for this year’s Foundation Day campout, attended by
15 members and friends. Apart from exploring Beringbooding
itself, we visited other nearby rocks, equally impressive,
such as Eagle Rock, (where appropriately we saw our only
Wedge-tailed Eagle), Geeraning, Elachbutting and the very
scenic outcrops at Jouerdine Nature Reserve. Bird species
variety was low but there was never any shortage of Spinycheeked and Brown Honeyeaters, nor Weebills. Red-capped
Robins, Galahs and Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos were plentiful
and Australian Owlet-nightjars called frequently around the
camp at night. A flock of 50+ Major Mitchell Cockatoos was
spotted just east of Bonnie Rock by Clive and Wendy on their
drive in but regrettably not seen again during the campout.
The biggest highlight of the weekend, though, had to be
the three Ground Cuckoo-shrikes, which we saw feeding in
a recently sown wheat paddock one morning. This species
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is rarely reported these days so it was a real bonus for
everyone to see these smart-looking birds and relatively
close to Perth.
Final tally for the weekend was 54 species, Chris Kingsnorth
picking up the coveted guesser’s prize.
Many thanks to Andrew and Jill Hobbs for doing all the
groundwork and providing excellent notes for this trip but
who sadly had to pull out at the last moment.
Peter Taylor

WEARNE ROAD, NORTH BANNISTER,
31 MAY
The Wearne Road excursion was held on a very cold and
cloudy day which kept the birds quiet. Nineteen members
attended and together we saw a total of 38 bird species.
Highlights were Hooded Robin, Western Yellow Robin,
Restless Flycatcher, Rufous Treecreeper, Crested Shrike-tit
and White-browed Babbler. Those that stayed after the break
also saw Blue-breasted Fairy-wren. The only raptor seen was
Wedge-tailed Eagle.
Robyn Pickering

Victoria Reservoir, Canning
Mills, 8 June
The area was still smoking and there were even a few flames
from a recent controlled burn which some members felt had
kept a lot of birds out of the area.
Apart from this, the 19 members and visitors had a good
walk. The Scarlet Robin and his partner were very visible as
were the Spotted and Striated Pardalotes. There were very
few waterbirds on the dam — there were grebes but too far
away to be identified, and a few cormorants. It seemed that
we heard more birds than we actually saw, so at least they
had not left the area completely after the smoke.
All in all it was a very pleasant walk with lots of
knowledgeable members to help the not so knowledgeable
which is always the case on these excursions, and we saw/
heard 31 different birds although many of the usual ones
were in hiding.
Thanks to Ruth and John Luyer for their leadership and
making sure no one got lost in the smoke!
Lesley Macauley

Flynn Road, 14 June
Eleven birdwatchers met at Flynn Road, which is in woodland
about 10 minutes’ drive east of Mundaring townsite on Great
Eastern Highway.
We drove along Flynn Road and parked on a suitable stretch
of roadside and commenced our walk. This site is an area of
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open Wandoo woodland
with occasional
boggy patches and
sparse undergrowth.
It is about a 5 km
return walk to the
area where the
Crested Shrike-tit can
sometimes be seen.
As we walked along
the track, YellowScarlet Robin (male), Flynn
plumed Honeyeaters,
Western Yellow Robins
Road (see also p44 and 56).
and Elegant Parrots
Photo by Corne van der
were seen and, further
Linden
along, a large flock of
Varied Sittellas. The
front people in the
group were able to see Painted Button-quail and all of us
saw the circular diggings made by the quail when foraging;
the birds had been seen by Charles when making a survey
earlier in the week.
At the granite outcrop we stopped for a break. After the
break, Charles organised us so that we could spread out
and search the area where the Crested Shrike-tits are to be
found. The woodland was quiet on this occasion and we were
unable to find the birds; however, a Restless Flycatcher was
found in the area. When it was time to return to our cars we
retraced our tracks and all of us were able to see the buttonquail as they walked across our path.
We drove to a second site, also open Wandoo woodland,
but with more undergrowth, grasstrees and a stream-bed
through it. This area has been partially cleared and its
features have changed since last year.
We made a provisional bird count at this point, getting a
total of 37 species. As we relaxed over our lunch, a small
flock of Weebills foraged in some saplings, coming within
metres of our heads. We took a short walk around this area,
but were only able to add two more species to our list,
bringing the total for the day to 39 species.
There have been some changes in this area because of
expanded quarrying work and also because of increased offroad vehicle activity.
Sandra West

THE SPECTACLES, KWINANA,
22 June
Sixteen members met in the car park on McLaughlan Rd at
8:30 am on a cool but very wet morning. As the weather
lifted the walk got quicker as we stopped examining the
numerous encounters with Grey Fantails and New Holland
Honeyeaters.
The species’ highlights were several views of Red-capped
Parrots and a few sightings of Western Wattlebirds. A Scarlet
Robin or two posed beautifully and the sightings of Splendid
Fairy-wrens were carefully examined looking for nuptial
development. A pair of out of season Sacred Kingfisher was
also spotted.
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Our species count of 45 included four raptors, notably a pair
of Wedge-tailed Eagles.
The recent rains hadn’t created water levels to induce
waders or waterbirds to take up residence and I believe only
a Purple Swamphen occupied that space.
The tone of the appreciation for Maris Lauva’s organisation
and advice promoted spontaneous amusement but was very
consistent with the general camaraderie of the morning.
Ken Glasson

Serpentine National Park,
28 JUNE
On a clear, crisp morning, 14 of us had a lovely walk along
the ridge at Serpentine National Park. At the outlook we had
beautiful views of the waterfall to one side and the bridge to
Garden Island on the other.
The birds were shy to begin with but as the day warmed
there was more bird song and more birds to see. Both
Striated and Spotted Pardalotes displayed lovely plumage,
Grey Fantails accompanied us most of the time, and the
highlight perhaps was a group of sittellas, flying about fairly
low in the trees. Twenty-seven species were seen.

Point Peron, Rockingham,
26 July
Moderate winds and a few showers gave us hope for seeing
some seabirds! We scanned the horizon for seabirds and
enjoyed any other birds that flew past. At one stage we
walked to the end of the point to view a different part of the
horizon but after 90 minutes only a few Australasian Gannets
had been seen, along with another nine species of birds.
Three of us decided to drive up the coast to Woodman Point
to try some seabird scans there. It was definitely windier and
the presence of some fisherman gave us heart, but we only
saw more gannets! We were very pleased to see a Sooty
Oystercatcher near the fishermen and a Ruddy Turnstone up
the beach. Fourteen species were seen at Woodman Point.
Robyn Pickering

Photogroup walk to Werillyiup
Bush Trail/Horse Swamp in
Whiteman Park, 27 July

A small group of 12 braved the unpredictable weather to
meet at Whiteman Park for a Photogroup outing around the
Horse Swamp. There is a bird
hide near the beginning of the
walk but it faces the wrong
direction for the light and has
vegetation blocking the view,
so wasn’t much use to us. We
did find a number of bushbirds
nearby. After rounding the
corner to cross the dam wall,
we came across one of the
Twenty species were seen here,
more interesting sightings in
with a total of 31 species for the
the form of a White-necked
day. Thanks to Sue Abbotts for
Heron. Yellow-billed Spoonbill,
running the excursion.
White-faced Heron and StrawStella Stewart-Wynne
Necked Ibis were also spotted,
as was a pair of Scarlet Robins.
As we neared the end of the
trail, two Wedge-tailed Eagles
circled overhead — lovely to
see but a little far for good
Straw-necked Ibis, Whiteman Park (see also p55).
photographs. A stand of
Photo by Jennie Stock
Banksia menziesii attracted
a couple of honeyeaters. The
drizzle reappeared during
morning tea but we managed to find table space under
cover, where we were joined by a Grey Butcherbird who
Sixteen people, including three visitors, strolled this very
posed beautifully for photos. A total of 34 species was seen;
pleasant path that can have the occasional obstacle such
it would be interesting to visit again once the water level is
as loose stones, ant’s nests, and gum nuts. Avoiding these
lower to see if more waterbirds are present.
difficulties, we saw some interesting birds, although they
After morning tea, most of us drove to Webb’s Lease. This
is an area with a mixture of vegetation, both indigenous
and introduced. We had good
sightings of pardalotes entering
and leaving a hollow, as well as
White-breasted Robins on the
grass and Red-winged Fairywrens and, of course, all the
other species were wonderful,
too.

Piesse Brook,
Kalamunda,
12 JULY

were not plentiful. Australian Wood Ducks were checking
the branches, as were Galahs, and Golden Whistlers were
singing while other species tried to hide. The only raptor
seen was a Wedge-tailed Eagle. The brook was flowing
beautifully following recent rains, and after two and a half
happy hours we returned to the car park for tea. Twenty-six
species were seen.

Jennie Stock

Stella Stewart-Wynne
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Observatory reports
EYRE BIRD OBSERVATORY
Shorebird count, June 2014
We set off with spotting 'scope and
sharpened pencils all in readiness. We tried
to come up with lots of shore birds but as the
tide was very high and weed up to the dunes
it was not safe to drive on the shore. We did
see some Red-capped Plovers inland, a few Australian Pied
Oystercatchers and Pacific Gulls.

Sightings
Fan-tailed Cuckoos give their early morning plaintive call.
Chattering honeyeaters, raucous calls of Red Wattlebirds
and muttering of babblers join in to welcome the day. Brush
Bronzewings amble in for their early morning drink at the
bird baths and so the day begins at Eyre Bird Observatory.
Being here in winter is enjoyable; with the eight species of
mallee growing here, there is always blossom to attract the
birds. By June this year, the rainfall had already surpassed
its annual average, so that vegetation growth has resulted in
an increase in the bird population.

blossoms appear, their distinctive calls being easily identified.
A small number of White-eared Honeyeaters and Sacred
Kingfishers have been regularly appearing at the bird baths.
The Major Mitchell Cockatoos appear sporadically and are
always an attraction for any visitors.
We were especially pleased to observe a rarely seen Brown
Quail on the North Track and the seldom seen White-winged
Fairy-wren at Burnabbie.
Of course the shore bird numbers decline during winter
months, with only the stalwart Red-capped Plovers
and Australian Pied Oystercatchers being the standard
inhabitants. Pacific and Silver Gulls were seen as well as the
terns. A White-bellied Sea-Eagle was spotted as it perched,
surveying the coastline, on the top of the dune.
With over 170 species of birds recorded at Eyre Bird
Observatory, there is always something interesting to attract
the avid birdwatcher.
Karina and Ken Harris

New Holland Honeyeaters appeared in great numbers as
well as Brown and Singing Honeyeaters. Spiny-cheeked
Honeyeaters appear in large flocks when the mallee

White Torque Pty Ltd

Gavin White
Ph: 0448 975 586
or Ph: 0406 280 183

At Eyre — above: Welcome Swallows (photo
by Keith Lightbody) and below: Brown Quail
(photo by Derek and Sally Whitehead) (see
also p2)

For servicing and repairs to all
makes of vehicles
Specialising in air conditioners,
servicing and repairs
Collection and delivery service
offered.
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Coming events
Important note re campouts
Members anticipating attending campouts must notify the BirdLife WA Office (9383 7749) of the number in their party
and when they will arrive.
If you are unsure, put your name down as you can always cancel.
An emergency contact number should also be provided in case of accident.

New members
Please let the leaders know that you are a new member and don’t hesitate to ask for assistance with bird sightings.

Sunday 7 September: Queens
Park Regional Open Space, East
Cannington
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the gate opposite
261 Station Street, East Cannington,
halfway between Welshpool Road and
Luyer Avenue. Station Street is closed
at many points along its length so enter
from Welshpool Road or Luyer Avenue.
The Friends of Queens Park Bushland
will lead us through an area of natural
Marri/Banksia bushland containing a
modified watercourse. The Friends have
recorded 100 bird species in this area.
The walk will take 2-3 hours but is on
mostly flat ground.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Sian Mawson

Thursday 11 September: Alan
Anderson Park, Walliston
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the car park
near Alan Anderson Park between
Lawnbrook and Pomeroy Roads,
Walliston. It is easily accessed from
Welshpool Road. This is a two-hour
walk on fairly level terrain, covering
34 ha. Sixty-four species of birds have
been counted here.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Maris Lauva

Sunday 14 September: North Lake,
North Lake
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the car park
near the north end of Progress Drive.
Coming from Perth on the Kwinana
Freeway, take the Farrington Road exit
going right towards Fremantle. Coming
from the south, take the South Street
exit going left towards Fremantle, turn
left into Murdoch Drive and right into
Farrington Road. Progress Drive is the
first left after the lights at Bibra Drive.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Wynton Maddeford

Monday 15 September to Sunday
21 September: Mount Gibson
Wildlife Sanctuary survey

Saturday 20 September: Victoria
Reservoir, Canning Mills
Half-day Photogroup excursion

Australian Wildlife Conservancy (AWC)
would like eight to ten volunteers to
undertake an important bird survey
at Mount Gibson. The purpose of the
surveys is to collect baseline bird data
within a proposed 6700 hectare feral
proof fenced area. Ideally, four teams
of three people each would undertake
the surveys over a four to five day
period. Volunteers need to have some
experience of identifying dry land
birds, be able to walk 2 km through
thick scrub and an ability to use a GPS.
About six surveys (3 morning and 3
afternoon) of 20 minutes each will be
carried out each day by each team.

Meet at 8:30 am outside the main
entrance to the dam as the road
and parking area inside is closed on
weekends. From Perth, travel east
along Welshpool Road and Welshpool
Road East to the T-junction at Canning
Road, turn right and travel for about
400 m to Masonmill Road. Continue
along this road for about 600 m,
following the signs to the dam past the
rose nursery, to the entrance to the
dam.

The turnoff to Mt Gibson Wildlife
Sanctuary is 74 km north-east of Wubin
along Great Northern Highway heading
for Paynes Find. The homestead is 27
km from the main road. Two-wheeldrive vehicles are able to get into the
sanctuary, but four-wheel-drives will
be needed when moving around. Fill
your fuel tank at Wubin. It will be warm
during the day but can get cold at
night.
The birdwatching is good for dry
land species such as Major Mitchell’s
Cockatoo, Southern Scrub-robin,
Chestnut and Chestnut-breasted Quailthrush, Mulga and Bourke’s Parrot,
honeyeaters, Redthroat and Malleefowl.
In return, AWC will provide an AWC
staff member for each team to assist
with navigation to sites, fees will be
waived for camping facilities and the
five dongas. They will also provide a
welcome speech and BBQ, as well as a
farewell BBQ. Volunteers will be taken
to three other good bird locations on
Mount Gibson if they wish. You will also
have the rare opportunity to see the
endangered Greater Stick-nest Rats
which are being bred in a feral proof
enclosure on the sanctuary.
Members only.
If you are able to assist with this
survey please call the office to register
on 9383 7749.
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You can photograph a range of
bushbirds on any of the walking tracks
from the car park to the dam and
surrounds and we will meet afterwards
to share images over morning tea.
You can also choose to continue on
later to a second location close by to
photograph some Red-browed Finch.
For members and guests only.
Leaders: Ian and Sandra Wallace

Saturday 20 September: Albany
pelagic
Meet at Emu Point Boat Harbour,
Albany, at 6:45 am for a prompt
departure. We will travel offshore
to the edge of the continental shelf
looking for a variety of albatrosses,
petrels, shearwaters and other
seabirds, returning to port at around
4:00 pm.
There is a limit of 18 people on the
boat, and if we get enough people we
will run trips on both days. The trips
are run on a cost-share basis, so the
cost is dependent on the number of
participants — it is expected to be
$150 per person with a full boat of
18 people, increasing if the boat is
not filled (eg, estimated cost with 15
people is $180 per person). These costs
are for a single trip.
Book a place by contacting John
Graff either by e-mail at jgraff2@
hotmail.com (preferred) or by phone
on 0424 008 179. You are welcome to
book for one day only or both days.
Leader: John Graff
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Coming events, ctd
Sunday 21 September: Albany
pelagic
Details as above.

Sunday 21 September: Boyagin
Rock (Brookton Shire)
Full-day excursion
See WABN June issue Country
Branches, Wheatbelt Avon for further
information.

Sunday 21 September: Karakamia
Sanctuary, Chidlow
Full-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am at the car park at the
Visitor’s Centre. Drive east along Great
Eastern Highway through Mundaring
and Sawyers Valley. Turn left into Old
Northam Road at the sign for Chidlow.
Turn left into Northcoate Road past the
Chidlow oval and then first right past
the primary school into Lilydale Road.
Karakamia is 4.25 km down Lilydale
Road on the left hand side. Please
follow the instructions at the gate
to obtain access. In order to ensure
Karakamia’s predator free status,
please remember to allow the gates
to close completely behind you before
moving on when both entering and
exiting. The visitor centre and parking
is located about 1 km up the gravel
drive. Allow one hour to drive from
Perth city.
Karakamia is owned by the Australian
Wildlife Conservancy (AWC) and we will
carry out some bird surveys and there
may be rare mammals about, too.
AWC members will be joining us and a
sausage sizzle lunch will be provided.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Andrew Hobbs

Monday 22 September: Bold Park
Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Robyn Pickering will give a talk on the
birds of northern NSW.

Saturday 27 September to Friday
3 October: Spring surveys in the
Great Western Woodlands — dates
flexible.
See Notices.
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Saturday 27 to Monday 29
September: Queen’s Birthday
campout at Cherry Tree Pool, near
Kojonup
From Perth, travel south on Albany
Highway and turn left into Cherry Tree
Pool Road, which is about 15 km north
of Kojonup. Travel to the T junction at
the end of the road and turn left, cross
the creek and the camp is on the left.
You should see a sign that points to
‘camp’.
There are toilets, water and power on
site and plenty of room for caravans
and tents. There will be a BBQ on
Saturday night; BYO food and drinks.
People will be welcome from Friday
night onwards. A charge of $10 per
person for the campout will be made to
defray cost involved. The campout will
be limited to 25 people.
About 130 species of birds have been
recorded in the area and there were
many species nesting when we last
visited this site in 2008.
For members and guests only.
Leaders: Wayne Zadow and David
Secomb

Saturday 27 September to Monday
29 September: Frank Hann National
Park campout surveys, Shire of
Mount Marshall with extension to
Peak Charles National Park to 3
October
Frank Hann and Peak Charles National
Parks are 500 km from Perth, 140 km
from Esperance and within the Great
Western Woodlands (GWW). Both
parks are well known for the variety
of their wildflowers and their bird life.
Being mid-spring, there should be
good wildflowers, along with a good
variety of birds. Last year’s write up
for the GWW surveys appears on page
16 of the December 2013 edition of
WA Bird Notes and includes a full bird
list for that survey. The list includes
Shy Heathwren, Southern Scrubrobin, Rufous Fieldwren, White-fronted
Honeyeater and Black Honeyeater.
This is a remote area with no facilities.
Everyone will need to be completely
self sufficient for food, water and fuel.
The roads are unsealed and can be
quite rough. In addition, we will be
travelling along typical bush tracks
which are likely to have surrounding
and overhanging vegetation, and 4WD
will be essential. Participants are urged
to bring GPS units and UHF radios
(handheld or in-vehicle) if they have

them, and a whistle for each person is
highly recommended.
The nearest town is Lake King, 40 km
by road from the camp area. It has a
small general store, a tavern and a 24
hour unmanned fuel pump. Make sure
you carry sufficient fuel and water.
The campout will commence with
a briefing on Friday evening. The
campsite is adjacent to a rocky outcrop
near the eastern end of Frank Hann
National Park.
Those unfamiliar with bird surveying
will be shown how to carry out standard
bird surveys and will participate in
some surveys over the weekend to gain
experience. However, we will also be
spending a good part of the weekend
bird- watching.
For those interested, we will be
continuing on for three to four days to
complete surveys in the Frank Hann
National Park and then move camp to
Peak Charles for general birdwatching
and to complete the series of bird
surveys in that area. With a limit of
10 to 12 participants, those being able
to extend their stay will be given first
opportunity to attend the campout.
Those wishing to attend the campout
please call or visit the office (9383
7749) to put your name and email/
address on the list as usual, and
indicate whether you are interested in
the extended period and if you have
a 4WD or UHF radio. Further details,
including detailed instructions on how
to get to the camping area, will be
emailed/posted closer to the time.
For members and guests only.
Leaders: Andrew and Jill Hobbs

Sunday 28 September: Bickley
Brook, Orange Grove
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am in the Hardinge
Park public car park, Hardinge Road.
There are a limited number of bays.
Red-browed Finch, Red-eared Firetail,
Southern Emu-wren, and a reasonable
range of other bushbirds have been
recorded on previous excursions to the
area.
Participants may wish to take
advantage of the free gas barbecues
which are provided (from 8:00 am to
sunset) at the conclusion of the walk.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Steve Burns
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Wednesday 1 October to Saturday
4 October: campout at Chingarrup,
Jerrumungup

Bring morning tea, telescopes if you
have them and rubber boots, as it will
be muddy.

Chingarrup is a Gondwana Link
property near Boxwood Hill, 60 km east
of Borden.

For members and guests only.

Those wishing to attend must put their
names/email on the list in the office by
calling 9383 7749.
See notices, WABN June issue for
further information.
Leader: Nic Dunlop
Sunday 5 October: Ellis Brook,
Gosnells
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the corner of
Gosnells Road and Bygum Lane, Martin.
We will walk up the steep path to the
top of the falls which provides great
views of the Swan Coastal Plain. It
is a popular area where a variety of
bushbirds can be seen, some of them
not often seen near Perth, such as Redeared Firetail, Red-winged Fairy-wren,
and Red-capped and Scarlet Robin.
For members and guests only.

Leader: David James

Saturday 25 October: Herdsman
Lake, Stirling
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the Maurice Hamer
car park. Turn off Pearson Street into
Falcon Avenue, then right into Lakeside
Road. The car park is on the left,
opposite Heron Place. Over 140 species
have been recorded here. Bring your
telescope if you have one.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Claire Gerrish

Saturday 25 – Sunday 26 October:
Wyalkatchem/Korrelocking
2–day excursion
See Country Branches, Wheatbelt Avon
for further information.

Alternatively the Congelin campground
is located approximately 12km from
the village on the York-Williams road.
Note that camp sites cannot be booked
in advance. If you choose to stay at
the campground, you will need to bring
your own water.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Richard Mazanec

Monday 27 October: Bold Park Eco
Centre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat
Meeting, 7:30 pm
Dr Boyd Wykes will give a talk on the
Birds of South West Capes’ urban
gardens and adjacent forests.
Based on surveys commenced since
retiring to Margaret River, Boyd will
interpret the composition and seasonal
dynamics of birds in the gardens of
Capes townships and adjacent retained
natural habitat, comparing with studies
conducted in Perth and other Australian
urban environments.

Leader: Steve Burns
Saturday 11 October: Wellard
Wetlands, Baldivis
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the entrance to
Wellard Wetlands on the northern side
of Bertenshaw Road, 1 km from St
Albans Road. Coming from Perth, turn
left off the Freeway into Mundijong
Road, then right into St Albans Road
and right into Bertenshaw Road. There
should be plenty of bushbirds and
waterbirds here, as well as several
species of raptors.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Charles Merriam

Sunday 19 October: Forrestdale
Lake
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at Moore Street car
park. From Perth, drive down the
Freeway, turning left into Armadale
Road. Continue on across Nicholson
Road, then just over 1 km along turn
right into Weld Street, then second left
into Loftus Street, and then right into
Moore Street.
There should be plenty of waterbirds,
bushbirds and possibly some raptors.
Over 110 bird species have been
recorded here. The wildflowers should
be good, too.

Sunday 26 October: Dryandra
Woodlands, Narrogin
Photogroup activity, day trip or
camp
Meet at the Old Mill Dam at 9:00 am.
From Perth take Albany Highway 65.6
km to North Bannister Roadhouse,
turn left onto the North Bannister
Wandering Road and follow this for 27
km, continue onto Wandering Pingelly
Road for 19.5 km, continue onto
Pumphrey Road for 5.3 km, continue
onto Wandering-Narrogin Road for 16.6
km and turn right at the Park sign and
onto Dryandra Road. Continue on the
gravel road into Tommingley Road, just
past the village proper. The Old Mill
Dam is on the left (0.6km S32° 47´
12” E116° 57´ 55”). Or email Richard
for directions riarma59@gmail.com
We should get a chance to photograph
a variety of bushbirds such as Rufous
Treecreeper, Jacky Winter, Yellowplumed Honeyeater, and Blue-breasted
Fairy-wren. Over an early lunch we
can share our images on a laptop.
Those who stay on might like to look
for resting Bush Stone-curlews in the
arboretum, the elusive Crested Shriketit or Malleefowl, depending upon the
recommendations of the caretaker.
Accommodation at the Dryandra
woodland includes cottages at the Lions
Dryandra village near the old mill dam.
These must be booked well in advance.
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Thursday 30 October: Lake
Claremont, Swanbourne
Two-hour excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the Lake Claremont
Golf Club car park on Lapsley Road,
Claremont. We will look for waterbirds
and bushbirds around this pleasant
suburban lake.
For members and the general public.
Leader: David Free

Saturday 1 November: Collins
Road, Brookton Highway
Half-day excursion
Meet at 9:00 am on Collins Road. Drive
about 1 km from Brookton Highway
and park on the left hand side of Collins
Road. The Collins Road turnoff is about
50 km from the junction of Brookton
Highway and Canning Road, on the
right hand side coming from Perth. We
will walk through this area of Wandoo
woodland where 61 species have been
recorded. This is thought to be the
closest breeding site to Perth of Bluebreasted Fairy-wren. Also this area has
an abundance of Rufous Treecreepers
and frequently seen birds include:
Crested Shrike-tit, Restless Flycatcher
and Western Yellow Robin.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Michael and Lesley Brooker
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Coming events, ctd
Sunday 2 November: Phototwitch
How many bird species can you
photograph recognisably in eight
hours? Can you take the best bird
photo during the BirdLife WA 2014
Phototwitch? You will only know the
answers if you join the 2014 BirdLife
Phototwitch on Sunday 2 November!
You must enter as an individual ($5 per
entry) but you may want to travel with
some friends. For more details see the
notice in this edition and contact the
office or Sandra Wallace (wallaces9@
hotmail.com) for competition rules and
entry forms.

Friday 7 to Sunday 9 November:
Cervantes and Mt Lesueur short
weekend campout
Lesueur National Park is one of the
state’s most important parks for flora
conservation and features a variety
of landforms and ecosystems. Around
120 bird species have been recorded
in the park. In 1989/90 the RAOU
made several visits to Mt Lesueur and
Mt Michaud when a coal mine/power
station was proposed for the area.
This campout will consist of a full day
excursion on Saturday to Lesueur
National Park and Badgingarra and
a half day excursion on Sunday
morning to Lake Thetis and local areas.
Nambung National Park (featuring
the Pinnacles) is a short distance
from Cervantes for those who wish
to explore before or after the official
campout.
We shall be camping at the Cervantes
Pinnacles Caravan Park (9652 7060).
To ensure a booking contact Mandy and
mention you are with Birdlife WA. There
are cabins (without en-suite), powered
and unpowered sites all at reasonable
rates. Two camp kitchens and barbecue
areas are provided for campers.
The campout will be restricted to 20
participants only. Those wishing to
attend please call or visit the office
(9383 7749) to put your name, email/
address and number attending on the
campout list.

park on the right. If you reach Pearse
Road you have gone too far. There are
a good variety of bushbirds, waterbirds
and perhaps a few waders. Over 120
bird species have been recorded here.
Bring your telescope (if you have one)
and rubber boots or old sneakers as it
will be muddy.
For members and the guests only.
Leader: Robyn Pickering

Wednesday 12 November: Clarkson
Reserve, Maylands
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park on
the east side of the tennis courts off
Clarkson Road. Travelling away from
the city on Guildford Road, turn right
into Peninsula Road and follow this until
you reach a T-junction with Clarkson
Road. Turn left at the T-junction and
travel about 200 m along Clarkson
Road towards the tennis courts, and
turn right to reach the parking area.
Buff-banded Rail has been seen here
and it should be quite a pleasant walk
along the river.
For members and the general public.
Leader: John Luyer

Saturday 15 November: Paganoni
Swamp, Karnup
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am on Paganoni Road
at the Mandurah Road end, near the
rail bridge and rail gate. Access is via
Mandurah Road onto Paganoni Road or
the new Kwinana Freeway extension
onto Paganoni Road. Parking is along
Paganoni Road.
We will be walking approximately 3
km through threatened woodlands
where Western Yellow Robins and
Grey Currawong among many others
have been seen in this area of diverse
habitats.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Mary Vaughan

Leader: Christine Wilder

Sunday 9 November: Thomson’s
Lake, Cockburn
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park on
Russell Road. From the Kwinana
Freeway turn west into Russell Road,
continue approximately 3 km to the car
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Sunday 23 November: Canning
River Regional Park, Wilson
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the Kent Street
Weir car park. The walk follows a 5
km circuit along the Canning River,
viewing a large selection of bush and
waterbirds, hopefully with sightings of
the elusive Spotless Crake. Over 110

species have been recorded in this
area.
For members and the general public.
Leaders: George and Pam Agar

Monday, 24 November: Bold Park
Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat
Meeting: 7:30 pm
Simon Cherriman will be the guest
speaker.

Sunday 30 November: Penguin
Island, Shoalwater
Half-day excursion
Meet at Mersey Point Jetty, off Arcadia
Drive, Shoalwater at 8:45 am for
Penguin Island. The ferries travel
hourly between 9:00 am and 4:00 pm
and cost $14 return. We will catch the
9:00 am ferry.
The group will walk to the various
places of interest on the island and,
if they wish, can attend the penguin
feeding in the DPaW facility housing
injured or orphaned penguins
(additional cost). Bridled Tern, Little
Penguin and Buff-banded Rail are often
seen here and it is a haven for nesting
sea birds.
There is a nice picnic area on the island
but no shop so please bring all food
and drink requirements. Also there are
nice beaches and it is a good swimming
area.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Gavin White

Saturday 6 December: Alfred Cove,
Melville
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park in Troy
Park next to the oval, off Burke Drive,
Attadale. There should be migratory
waders and waterbirds around the river,
and there are always bushbirds in the
park. Over 130 bird species have been
recorded here. Bring your telescope if
you have one.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Toni Webster

Sunday 7 December: Penguin
Island, Shoalwater
Photogroup activity
Meet at the ferry terminal car park at
8:30 am to catch the 9:00 am ferry.
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The car park is near the corner of
Arcadia Drive and Penguin Road in
Shoalwater. We will photograph the
Australian Pelican rookeries, Bridled
Terns, Crested and Caspian Terns with
young and also Pied Cormorants, which
have a regular flight path conveniently
close to the pier.
Bring your lunch as we will have it
on the lawn and share images on the
laptop.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Pauline Arnold

Sunday 7 December: BWA
Christmas barbecue
The annual Christmas barbecue this
year will be held, as usual, at Peregrine
House, at about 6:00 pm, on the
lawn at the rear of the building. Bring
your own food and drink, and chairs if
possible. BBQ provided.
All members welcome.

Saturday 13 December: Big Carine
Lake, Carine
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park off
Beach Road, Carine. Big Carine Lake
is part of the Northern Swan Coastal
Plain IBA for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo.
Over 90 species have been recorded
at this lake, including the three ibis,
Buff-banded Rail, several species of
duck, and various raptors. Bring your
telescope if you have one.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Clive Nealon

Saturday 13 to Sunday 14
December: Twitchathon
For further details look for the notice in
this edition of Western Australian Bird
Notes. Contact the office or John Graff
(jgraff2@hotmail.com) for competition
rules and entry forms.

Thursday 11 December: Pelican
Point, Crawley
Half-day excursion

Sunday 28 December: Lake
McLarty, Murray
Full-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am at the gazebo at
the entrance to the Reserve. This
is to the west of the Mount’s Bay
Sailing Club, at the end of Australia
II Drive, off Hackett Drive, Crawley.
Over 110 species have been recorded
here. Water levels in the lagoon have
increased in recent years, and there
has been some revegetation work in
the reserve. We will walk through the
reserve, along the river and through
adjacent bushland. We will look for
waterbirds and bushbirds.

Meet at 7:30 am at the gate into
Lake McLarty Reserve. Travel on the
Perth-Bunbury Highway past Pinjarra
Road, turning right into Mills Road and
continue for approximately 1.7 km
until you see the white gate on the
right. Take your lunch, sun hat, insect
repellent, water and telescopes. Wear
rubber boots or old shoes as it will be
muddy.

For members and the general public.
Leader: Charles Merriam

Lake McLarty is an IBA site for
migratory waders so there should be a
variety of waders at the lake, as well
as many waterbirds and bushbirds.
Note: this excursion may be moved to

Crossword No. 20,
answers

an alternative venue if water levels are
unsuitable.
For members and guests only.
Leader: To be advised

Saturday 7 February 2015: Albany
pelagic
Meet at Emu Point Boat Harbour,
Albany, at 6:45 am for a prompt
departure. We will travel offshore
to the edge of the continental shelf
looking for a variety of albatrosses,
petrels, shearwaters and other
seabirds, returning to port at around
4:00 pm. The Albany pelagic has never
been run at this time of year and it
will be interesting to see if birds not
encountered on other Albany pelagic
trips are sighted.
There is a limit of 18 people on the
boat, and if we get enough people we
will run trips on both days. The trips
are run on a cost-share basis, so the
cost is dependent on the number of
participants — it is expected to be
$150 per person with a full boat of
18 people, increasing if the boat is
not filled (eg, estimated cost with 15
people is $180 per person). These costs
are for a single trip.
Book a place by contacting John
Graff either by e-mail at jgraff2@
hotmail.com (preferred) or by phone
on 0424 008 179. You are welcome to
book for one day only or both days.
Leader: John Graff

Sunday 8 February: Albany pelagic
Details as above.
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Subscription form
Are you joining BirdLife Australia for the first time, or renewing your membership?
Do you wish to receive Western Australian Bird Notes?
If so, please complete the section below and send the appropriate fee to the
national office with your membership application.

Title

First name

Last name

Address

Postcode
Phone (h)

(w)

Email

WABN subscription rates per annum
(please cross out whichever is inapplicable)
WA and Interstate Members

$20.00

Overseas Members

$30.00

Note: WABN subscription is only available with a BirdLife Australia
membership. For membership rates, contact BirdLife Australia.

Payment details
I enclose a cheque/money order payable to ‘BirdLife Australia’
OR
Debit my Mastercard
___ ___ ___ ___

......../.........
Expiry date

o

___ ___ ___ ___

Visa

o

___ ___ ___ ___

___ ___ ___ ___

....................................................................
Cardholder’s name (please print)
.......................................................................
Signature of Cardholder

Post to:
7/2013
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BirdLife Australia Membership
60 Leicester St, Carlton VIC 3053

Sun 7 Sep: Queens Park Regional Open Space, East
Cannington, Half-day excursion
Thu 11 Sep: Alan Anderson Park, Walliston, Half-day
excursion
Sun 14 Sep: North Lake, North Lake, Half-day excursion
Mon 15 Sep to Sun 21 Sep: Mount Gibson Wildlife
Sanctuary survey
Sat 20 Sep: Victoria Reservoir, Canning Mills, Half-day
Photogroup excursion
Sat 20 Sep: Albany pelagic
Sun 21 Sep: Albany pelagic
Sun 21 Sep: Boyagin Rock (Brookton Shire), Full-day
excursion
Sun 21 Sep: Karakamia Sanctuary, Chidlow, Full-day
excursion
Mon 22 Sep: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Dr,
Floreat, Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Sat 27 Sep to Fri 3 Oct: Spring surveys in the Great
Western Woodlands — dates flexible
Sat 27 to Mon 29 Sep: Queen’s Birthday campout at
Cherry Tree Pool, near Kojonup
Sat 27 Sep to Mon 29 Sep: Frank Hann National Park
campout surveys, Shire of Mount Marshall with
extension to Peak Charles National Park to 3 Oct
Sun 28 Sep: Bickley Brook, Orange Grove, Half-day
excursion
Wed 1 Oct to Sat 4 Oct: campout at Chingarrup,
Jerrumungup
Sun 5 Oct: Ellis Brook, Gosnells, Half-day excursion
Sat 11 Oct: Wellard Wetlands, Baldivis, Half-day
excursion
Sun 19 Oct: Forrestdale Lake, Half-day excursion
Sat 25 Oct: Herdsman Lake, Stirling, Half-day excursion
Sat 25 – Sun 26 Oct: Wyalkatchem/Korrelocking, 2–day
excursion
Sun 26 Oct: Dryandra Woodlands, Narrogin, Photogroup
activity, day trip or camp
Mon 27 Oct: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Dr,
Floreat, Meeting, 7:30 pm
Thu 30 Oct: Lake Claremont, Swanbourne, Two-hour
excursion
Sat 1 Nov: Collins Road, Brookton Highway, Half-day
excursion
Sun 2 Nov: Phototwitch
Fri 7 to Sun 9 Nov: Cervantes and Mt Lesueur short
weekend campout
Sun 9 Nov: Thomson’s Lake, Cockburn, Half-day
excursion
Wed 12 Nov: Clarkson Reserve, Maylands, Half-day
excursion
Sat 15 Nov: Paganoni Swamp, Karnup, Half-day excursion
Sun 23 Nov: Canning River Regional Park, Wilson, Halfday excursion
Mon, 24 Nov: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat, Meeting: 7:30 pm
Sun 30 Nov: Penguin Island, Shoalwater, Half-day
excursion
Sat 6 Dec: Alfred Cove, Melville, Half-day excursion
Sun 7 Dec: Penguin Island, Shoalwater, Photogroup
activity
Sun 7 Dec: BWA Christmas barbecue
Thu 11 Dec: Pelican Point, Crawley, Half-day excursion
Sat 13 Dec: Big Carine Lake, Carine, Half-day excursion
Sat 13 to Sun 14 Dec: Twitchathon
Sun 28 Dec: Lake McLarty, Murray, Full-day excursion
Sat 7 Feb: Albany pelagic
Sun 8 Feb: Albany pelagic
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Members in the field

Above left-right: Birders at Bull Creek. Photo by Maylan Wallace.
Checking whether Ed’s sausages have defrosted, Rangelands (see p21). Photo
by Pam Agar.

White-cheeked Honeyeater at
sundown, Perth Airport. Photo
by Ian Wallace

Photography group

At Werillyiup, Whiteman Park (see p47). Above left-right: Grey Butcherbird and female Scarlet Robin (photos:
Jennie Stock) and immature male Splendid Fairy-wren (photo: Ian Wallace).

Spotted Pardalote, Donnelly River. Photo
by John McMullan

Australian White Ibis
in nuptial plumage,
Tomato Lake (see p45).
Photo by Ian Wallace
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White-bellied Sea-Eagle and
Eastern Osprey, Lake McLarty.
Photo by Craig Lester
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Above left-right: Blue-faced Honeyeater, Kununurra.
Broad-billed Flycatcher, Broome. Photos by Alan Watson

Birds in flight (see pp24-25): The Common
Bronzewing also has a curious feature about
its flight. Frequently, it will burst into flight
with a busy noise that can be heard for some
distance. Yet at other times, it can depart in
something close to absolute silence.
Photo and caption: Roger Smith
1/3200 sec, f4.5, ISO 400
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White-breasted Whistler, Broome town
mangroves. Photo by John McMullan

Yellow-plumed Honeyeater, Flynn Road (see p46). Photo by
Corne van der Linden

Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 151 September 2014

