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Front cover:  This photograph by Xenia Dennett clearly shows the absence of a hind toe in this species. This 
enables the characteristic rotational, spinning movement of the bird when it is foraging in litter and leaving 
circular evidence of its feeding pattern. Ray Garstone pointed this out at the Cheynes Beach campout.

Australasian Pipit, 
Stirling. Photo by 
Pauline Arnold

Red-eared Firetail, Victoria Dam. 
Photo by Sandra Wallace Grey Teal and Chestnut Teal, Lake Monger (see report, p35). 

Photos by Pauline Arnold 

Juvenile Jacky 
Winter, Credo 
Station campout 
(see report, p36). 
Photo by John 
McMullan

Tawny Frogmouth, Wembley Golf 
Course. Photo by David Free

Black-fronted Dotterel, Baigup 
Wetlands (see report, p34). Photo by 
Ian Wallace

Crested Pigeon, Ray Marshall Park 
(see photo, p36). Photo by Ian Wallace
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Male Freckled Duck, Herdsman Lake. Photo by Ian 
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COLLARED SPARROWHAWK NESTiNG 
iN SuBuRBiA

Since 1983, we have kept a weekly log of the 
presence of each species of bird seen or heard in or 
from our Gooseberry Hill garden which is situated 
in an area where many of the original tree species 
(Marri, Wandoo, Jarrah, Sheoak) and shrubs have 
been retained. Prior to spring 2013, Collared 
Sparrowhawks were recorded during a total of 17 
weeks in ten of the 30 years, with no apparent 
seasonal pattern and no more than two records in 
any one year, except 1999 when there were three. 
Observations of Brown Goshawks for the same period 
(18	records	in	12	years)	and	unidentified	accipiters	
(17 records in nine years) were similar.

This pattern changed on 23 September 2013, when 
we saw a male Collared Sparrowhawk feed a freshly 
plucked small bird to a female perched in a tall 
Marri in my garden. From this date onward, for the 
next	five	months,	one	or	more	sparrowhawks	were	
recorded	at	least	once	each	week.	During	the	first	
week of October, the male aerially snapped off dead 
Marri twigs and carried them to a tall exotic pine in a 
neighbouring garden about 50 metres away, but the 
actual nest was hidden from our view. We had few 
definite	sightings	of	the	female	after	mid-October	but	
regularly	saw	the	male	flying	towards	the	nest	tree,	
sometimes with food.

using the nesting statistics for this species from 
volume 3 of HANZAB, (ie, eggs laid two weeks after 
building, incubation period 35 days, nestling period 
28 days), we calculated that the young from our nest 
should	have	fledged	in	late	December.	It	was	from	
this time onwards that we could hear almost constant 
calling	from	the	nest	area.	Two	fledglings	(both	male)	
were	first	seen	away	from	the	nest	on	11	January	
2014, and from that time until 2 March, at least one 
of them was seen daily. Occasionally, three birds were 
present,	presumably	the	two	fledglings	and	a	parent	
returning with food.

While it was disappointing not to be able to make 
a more detailed record of this nesting attempt, the 
reactions of locally resident birds and the antics of 
the	fledglings	were	interesting.	Our	garden	is	part	of	

the territory of a 10-strong Australian Magpie group 
(seven males, three females), and we expected them 
to resist this invasion, especially at a time when 
they had a nest with small nestlings within 40-50 
metres. in the two weeks following the arrival of 
the sparrowhawks, the magpies were seen chasing 
them, but after that we noted very few aggressive 
interactions.	One	young	magpie	fledged	about	
22 October and survived until 23 November. The 
magpies did not change their breeding routine; a 
second nest was built in October only 30 metres 
from the sparrowhawk nest and from this, two young 
fledged	on	23	December.	One	of	them	is	still	alive	at	
the time of writing. The magpies may have reacted 
to sparrowhawk's presence in a manner that was 
not obvious (to us). For example, at 1700 hrs on 9 
December, one of the sparrowhawks was perched in 
a tree near the magpie nest and most of the magpies 
had perched, mostly in silence, surrounding around 
it.	At	least	one	Laughing	Kookaburra	fledgling	and	
one	Red	Wattlebird	fledgling	were	still	alive	when	the	
sparrowhawks left the area.

Some of the local birds changed their routine. 
Kookaburras and Red Wattlebirds stopped bathing in 
our swimming pool and did not resume this activity 
until two weeks after the sparrowhawks had gone. 
Galahs stopped drinking at the pool and still had not 
resumed at the end of March.

During January and February, one or both of the two 
male	sparrowhawk	fledglings	were	seen	on	most	
days. They called more or less constantly and seemed 
to remain within 100 metres of the nest tree. They 
chased one another and undertook short unsuccessful 
chases of ringnecks, kookaburras, magpies and 
ravens especially in the early morning. Of the species 
we usually see every week at this time of year, the 
Magpie-larks and Spotted Turtledoves were seldom 
recorded, and there seemed to be far fewer Brown 
Honeyeaters, Singing Honeyeaters and Rufous 
Whistlers than usual.

Michael and Lesley Brooker

Quality of digital photographs
IMPORTANT —PLEASE READ!

When submitting photos for use in WABN, please send a high quality image, eg, 300 dpi, with a file size of 
at least 500 kb.

It is suggested  that the settings on your digital camera be changed to the maximum resolution (setting).

Another area that could cause a problem is that some e-mail programs automatically reduce the file size so 
these settings could be adjusted to maintain the original file size.When e-mailing images please attach them to an 
e-mail and not embedded in a Word document or in the e-mail itself.



Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 150 June 2014 Page 5

Letters to the Editors
Dear Editors

Further to the item by Robert Stranger in the most 
recent WA Bird Notes [WABN 149, 25-26] about 
the decline in Rainbow Lorikeet numbers, i can tell 
you that they have noticeably increased in my area 
[Beeliar].

i live adjacent to a small reserve, the main feature of 
which is a giant Tuart (>30m). The lorikeets gather 
there daily, especially in the late afternoon. i would 
say that up to 50 birds gather at times. This compares 

with a handful only a couple of years ago. They also 
use other nearby trees to gather.

On	a	separate	matter,	this	summer,	for	the	first	
time in over 13 years living here, i have not heard a 
boobook call. Every night during summer a boobook 
would call from the giant Tuart. Occasionally a Barking 
Owl	would	also	be	heard	screeching	in	flights	based	in	
the Tuart. Neither bird has been evident this year.

Brendan Trappe

Observations
This list has been compiled by 
the	WA	Records	Officer	with	input	
from the WA Records Committee. 
Metropolitan suburbs or shires 
are in parentheses. Please report 
interesting observations the 
WA	Records	Officer,	John	Graff	
(wasightings@birdlife.org.au) or 
to	the	BirdLife	WA	office	(9383	
7749). Sightings are included on 
the BirdLife WA sightings page 
(http://birdswa.org.au/sightings.
htm) as soon as possible, and the 
most interesting are selected for 
inclusion in the next WABN.

Highlights

A relatively quiet quarter, 
particularly for this time of year; 
however, there were several major 
highlights. The star attraction 
for most was a Red-throated 
Pipit found at Lake McLarty on 
Australia Day. While not exactly 
obliging, the bird did remain at 
the lake for about two weeks 
and most pipit searchers were 
rewarded eventually. A variety of 
waders were also present at the 
lake, highlighted by at least four 
different Ruffs (though three was 
the most recorded on a single trip). 
Further south, a Grey Wagtail was 
seen at the end of March at Lake 
Seppings in Albany, the third record 
of this species in the south-west 
in the last 12 months. A number 
of Red-necked Phalaropes had 
been reported in Queensland and 
the Northern Territory, and WA got 
in on the action when a single bird 
was found during a wader count on 
the vasse Estuary near Busselton. 

A Dollarbird photographed just 
north of the Stirling Range was 
also an exceptional record. Another 
Franklin’s Gull, this time in the 
north at Broome, rounded out the 
major rarities on the mainland.

Locally, rains inland saw the 
numbers of nomadic inland 
waterbirds decline. All Banded 
Stilts appear to have left coastal 
areas for a breeding attempt 
inland near Kalgoorlie, and most 
of the Black-tailed Native-hens, 
White-necked Herons and Red-
kneed Dotterels that have been 
seen coastally in the south-west 
recently have also disappeared at 
the time of writing. High numbers 
of Freckled Ducks have remained 
near Perth though, most notably in 
excess of 200 at Herdsman Lake in 
late February and early March.

On the external territories, a 
possible Himalayan Swiflet 
seen on Home island in the Cocos 
(Keeling)	Islands	is	another	first	
for the Australian list if accepted by 
BARC, and led an ensemble cast of 
more ‘common’ rarities. A trip to 
Ashmore Reef was highlighted by a 
Yellow-browed Warbler.

METROPOLiTAN (uBD 
Street Directory)
Freckled Duck – 24+, 16/02/14, 

Bibra Lake (Bibra Lake) – MH & 
ML * 32, 16/02/14, Picnic Cove, 
Lake Joondalup (Edgewater) – 
WM et al. * up to 210, 22/02-

15/04/14, Herdsman Lake 
(Herdsman) – NJ, JG et al. * up 
to 33, 31/03-07/04/14, Lake 
Monger (Glendalough) – JR 
et al. (high counts for recent 
years; smaller numbers at 
other locations)

Plumed Whistling Duck – 1, 
19-20/03/14, McCallum Park 
(victoria Park) – DHC (rare 
visitor to the south-west)

Fork-tailed Swift – 3, 02/03/14, 
central Rottnest island 
(Rottnest island) – BW et al. 
(rarely reported this far south)

Intermediate Egret – 1, 02-
06/02/13, Bibra Lake (Bibra 
Lake) – PA, RP et al. (rare in 
the south-west; photographs)

Royal Spoonbill – 1, 02/04/14, 
Hyde Park (Perth) – WC (rare in 
the south-west)

Spotted Harrier – 2, 
25/02/13, Penguin island 
(Shoalwater) – DC & BM (rare 
in the metropolitan area; 
photographs)

Red-kneed Dotterel – 95, 
16/01/14, North Lake (North 
Lake) – MS (high count for the 
south-west in recent years)

Hooded Plover – 1, 18-24/01/14, 
Lake Cooloongup (Cooloongup) 
– RJ et al. * 1, 06/02/14 & 
10/03/14, Government House 
Lake (Rottnest island) – BRa 
& RS (rare in the metropolitan 
area; photographs)
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Blue-winged Kookaburra – 1, 
mid 04/14, Point Walter area 
(Bicton) – via CL, RP (origin 
uncertain, possible escapee; 
likely eastern subspecies 
leachii; photographs)

SOuTH WEST (Shark Bay to 
Cape Arid)
Malleefowl – 1, 18/01/14, indian 

Ocean Drive, c. 20 km north of 
Yanchep (Gingin) – JD (rarely 
seen this close to Perth)

Royal Spoonbill – 1, 06/02/14, 
Tordit-Gurrup Lagoon 
(Manjimup)	–	PT	*	1	overflying,	
23/02/14, Lake McLarty 
(Murray) – SF (rare in the 
south-west)

Ruff – up to 3 males and 1 female 
(Reeve), 25/01/-23/02/14, 
Lake McLarty (Murray) – MB, 
MN, PB et al. * 1, 18/03/14, 
Lake Preston, just south of the 
causeway (Waroona) – BR (rare 
visitor to the south-west)

RED-NECKED PHALAROPE – 1, 
08-10/02/14, vasse Estuary, 
near inlet Drive (Busselton) 
– PT et al. (rare visitor to the 
south-west, very few records 
away from Rottnest island; 
photographs)

DOLLARBIRD – 1, 18/04/14, Salt 
River Rd (Cranbrook) – EJ (rare 
vagrant to the south-west; 
photographs)

White-fronted Chat – 500+, 
23/03/14, Nambeelup 
Settlement Ponds (Murray) – 
KM (high count)

Fairy Martin – 2, 08/04/14, 
Busselton town (Busselton) – 
SG (south of usual range)

RED-THROATED PIPIT – 1, 
26/01-09/02/14, Lake McLarty 
(Murray) – MN et al. (5th 
record for Australia; 3rd record 
for Western Australia, 1st live 
record for the south-west; 
photographs; subject to BARC 
acceptance) 

GREY WAGTAIL – 1, 31/03/14, 
Lake Seppings (Albany) – MBa 
(vagrant to the south-west, 
photographs)

ARiD ZONE
Freckled Duck – 8, 18/03/14, 

freshwater claypan, Goongarrie 
Station (Menzies) – JM & CR 
(rare visitor to arid areas)

Royal Spoonbill – 2, 10/02/14, 
Godwit Beach, Lake Macleod 
(Carnarvon) – RD & SE (outside 
usual range)

Black Falcon – 1, 06/04/14, Turee 
Creek Station (Ashburton) – NJ 
(rarely reported in Western 
Australia outside the Kimberley; 
several recent Pilbara records)

Oriental Plover – 53, 11/02/14, 
Lake Macleod (Carnarvon) – RD 
& SE (high count this far south)

Red Knot – 10,000, 13/02/14, 
Northern Ponds, Lake Macleod 
(Carnarvon) – RD & SE (high 
count, 7.4% of estimated 
Australian population)

KiMBERLEY
FRANKLIN’S GULL – 1, 19/3-

12/04/14, Broome sewage 
ponds (Broome) – AB & 
GS (rare visitor to Western 
Australia; subject to BARC 
acceptance)

ASHMORE REEF
Bulwer’s Petrel – 92, late 

03/14-early 04/14, at sea 
between Broome and Ashmore 

Reef - MC, AB, GS et al. (high 
count)

Jouanin’s Petrel – 3, late 
03/14-early 04/14, at sea 
between Broome and Ashmore 
Reef - MC, AB, GS et al. (rarely 
reported in Australian waters, 
though probably regular off the 
north-west)

YELLOW-BROWED WARBLER – 
1, 29/03/14, West island – MC, 
AB, GS et al. (2nd record for 
Australian territory; subject to 
BARC acceptance)

COCOS (KEELiNG) iSLANDS
Eurasian Teal – 1, 01/01/-

28/02/14, Becek Besar – PJ, GC 
et al. (rare vagrant to Australian 
territory; presumed same bird 
as previously reported; subject 
to BARC acceptance)

Possible HIMALAYAN SWIFTLET 
– 1, 15/01/14, Home island 
– MC et al. (1st record for 
Australian territory; subject to 
BARC acceptance; photographs)

Javan Pond Heron – 1, 02-
28/01/14, Home island – PJ 
et al. (vagrant to Australian 
territory; subject to BARC 
acceptance; photographs)

Watercock – 1, 11-12/02/14, golf 
course (West island) – PJ, GC 
et al. * 1, 21-22/02/14, airport 

Observations, ctd

Red-necked Phalarope, Vasse Estuary. Photo by Marco Groot
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(West island) – PJ & GC (rarely 
reported on Cocos; photographs)

Chinese Sparrowhawk – 1, 02-
16/01/14, Home island – PJ et 
al. (rare visitor to Australian 
territory)

Asian Koel – 1 male, 02-28/01/14, 
Home island – PJ et al. (rare 
visitor to Australian territory)

Observations, ctd

AB = Adrian Boyle
BM = Bill McRoberts
BR = Bill Russell
BRa = Bruce Ramsay
BW = Boyd Wykes
CL = Craig Lester
CR = Clinton Richter
DC = Dave Crossley
DHC = Dan & Helen Carter
EJ = Edward James
GC = Geoff Christie
GS = George Swann
JD = John Delaporte
JG = John Graff
JM = John Masters
JR = John Ryan
KM = Ken Monson
MB = Mark Binns
MBa = Michelle Barnes

MC = Mike Carter
MH = Mark Henryon
ML = Maris Lauva
MN = Mark Newman
MS = Marcus Singor
NJ = Nigel Jackett
PA = Pauline Arnold
PB = Plaxy Barratt
PJ = Pam Jones
PT = Peter Taylor
RD = Rob Davis
RJ = Ross Jones
RP = Robyn Pickering
RS = Rob Smith
SE = Sora Estrella
SF = Stewart Ford
SG = Simon Gorta
WC = Wes Cooper
WM = Wayne Merritt

BirdLife WA reports
CHAiR’S REPORT

Your new Chair has started learning the ropes and 
discovering all the things that Sue Mather did and 
the amount of time that actually required. Sue was 
working as a Chair for the Branch and as an unpaid 
chief	executive	officer,	Western Australian Bird 
Notes co-editor and on it goes. The Treasurer is also 
being similarly hybridised between oversight and 
administrative functions. This situation may lead to 
unreasonable	demands	on	volunteer	office	bearers	
and may not be sustainable for the people concerned, 
especially	if	the	number	of	office	staff	is	ultimately	
reduced as the funding environment continues to 
tighten following the federal and state budgets.

As with most environmental NGOs these days, BirdLife 
WA is dependent on the ‘trickle out’ resources from 
tied project grants to resource its core functions. 
The projects’ tail is wagging an opportunistic 
organisational dog. The resources that are returned to 
WA	from	the	National	Office	are	unlikely	to	support	the	
maintenance of BirdLife WA’s core functions in the long 
run. Other resources will need to be found if BirdLife 
WA is to implement its strategic plan effectively, 

maintain	an	office	and	avoid	returning	to	an	entirely	
voluntary organisation.

Having said that, the Committee has been busy 
finding	the	money	to	retain	key	staff	for	as	long	as	
possible and applying for grants through the National 
Office	to	keep	the	WA	Black	Cockatoo	projects	going.	
We have avoided being tempted by a dodgy cockatoo 
related offsets package whilst talking about a possible 
future partnership with Carbon Neutral.

We are also casting ahead for a model that might 
sustain the next phase of the Great Western 
Woodlands Survey for a decade or so. Decisions about 
that	can’t	wait	until	the	current	funding	finishes.

On the administrative front the EC has been formally 
reconstructing the BirdLife WA sub-committees, 
working out how to improve internal communication, 
adapting our accounting procedures to meet National 
Office	requirements,	finalising	the	strategic	plan	
and dealing with requests and complaints from the 
regional groups.

Nic Dunlop

OBSERvERS

Pied 
Butcherbird, 
Dampier. 
Photo by 
Pauline 
Arnold
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BirdLife WA reports, ctd
BiRDLiFE WA PROJECTS

Carnaby’s Cockatoo Recovery Project
Dr Hugh Finn, BirdLife Western Australia’s project 
officer		for	the	Great	Cocky	Count	2014,	has	reported	
preliminary results from this work. The GCC report is 
to be released in June 2014. 

More than 600 participants across the south-
west volunteered to count the 286 sites that were 
surveyed. The importance of the Gnangara-Pinjar-
Yanchep pine plantation as a roost and foraging site 
was shown with 3700 birds counted in this area.

This year’s GCC was also directed at Forest Red-tailed 
Black-Cockatoos.

This work has been supported by grants from Perth 
Region Natural Resource Management and the Peel 
Harvey Catchment Council Rivers 2 Ramsar project.

More information on Science Network WA:

http://www.sciencewa.net.au/topics/environment-a-
conservation/item/2775-bird-lovers-take-part-in-sixth-
annual-great-cocky-count

Why are migratory shorebirds declining so 
rapidly and what should we do about it?

Dedicated members of ornithological societies across 
Australia and New Zealand have been counting 
migratory shorebirds for decades, and excellent 
analyses of these data have been published for 
individual sites on both sides of the Tasman. Many 
published analyses of local trends reveal declines 
but so far there is no clear picture as to whether 
these trends are widespread and what this means 
for the future of our migratory shorebirds. Financial 
support from the Queensland Wader Study Group, 
the Australian federal and state governments and the 
Port of Brisbane, has enabled our project team at the 
university of Queensland to bring together shorebird 
count data generously contributed by dozens of 
organisations and thousands of counters to answer 
this big question.

The results, i am sad to report, are truly shocking. 
Analyses of migratory shorebird population data 
from Australia and New Zealand by Colin Studds 
and Rob Clemens reveal declines of staggering 
severity and rapidity, with some migratory shorebird 
populations crashing by up to 80% in 20 years. The 
Curlew Sandpiper is one the most heavily impacted 
species, showing a steep decline across much of its 
distribution. Fortunately, it remains less impacted in 
other	flyways	around	the	world.	For	some	species,	
such as the Red Knot, the decline is quite consistent 

in various parts of its non-breeding range, while for 
others such as the Bar-tailed Godwit, the decline 
is much more pronounced in some regions than 
others. in the case of the godwit, the eastern baueri 
population is declining at about 1% per year in 
eastern Australia and New Zealand. This is fast, but 
nowhere near as dramatic as the western menzbieri 
population, which is declining at something like 6% 
per year in Western Australia. Menzbieri godwits 
pass through the Yellow Sea each year on both their 
northward and southward migrations, while the New 
Zealand	birds	fly	straight	over	the	Pacific	on	their	
return journey from the Arctic and are thus less 
dependent on stopover sites. Could this be the reason 
for the difference in decline? We don’t know, but we 
are trying to establish whether dependence on the 
Yellow Sea explains how quickly different shorebird 
populations have declined.

using satellite data we have documented rapid losses 
of	tidal	flats	in	eastern	Asia,	a	region	known	to	be	
of critical importance as stopover habitat for many 
migratory shorebirds. PhD student Nick Murray 
developed a remote sensing method to assess 
change over ~4000 km of the Yellow Sea coastline 
and	discovered	extensive	losses	of	tidal	flats,	driven	
primarily by urban, industrial and agricultural land 
reclamations. Nick’s analysis revealed that 28% of 
tidal	flats	existing	in	the	1980s	had	disappeared	by	
the late-2000s. Moreover, reference to historical 
maps suggests that up to 65% of Yellow Sea tidal 
flats	were	lost	since	the	1950s.	As	well	as	land	
reclamation,	large	declines	in	sediment	flows	carried	
by the region’s major rivers could be having a big 
impact,	with	some	tidal	flats	simply	disappearing	over	
the past few decades. With the Yellow Sea region 
forecast to be a global hotspot of urban expansion, 
coastal development must urgently pursue a course 
that minimises ecosystem loss and protects remaining 
coastal ecosystems.

Modelling work carried out by PhD students Takuya 
iwamura and Kiran Dhanjal-Adams is suggesting 
that habitat loss in the Yellow Sea region could have 
profound implications for shorebird populations at a 
flyway	level.	For	example,	sea-level	rise	represents	an	
additional emerging threat, in which coastal wetlands 
are	placed	under	further	pressure	across	the	flyway.	
For migratory species, the impact of habitat loss will 
depend not only on its extent, but also on where it 
occurs. We developed a novel mathematical approach 
to measure how vulnerable migratory species are to 
habitat loss through sea-level rise. We discovered 
that sea-level rise will inundate 23–40% of intertidal 
habitat area along our shorebirds’ migration routes, 
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BirdLife WA reports, ctd
but cause a reduction in population size of up to 
72% because of the loss of important migration 
bottlenecks.

We believe that an effective conservation strategy 
must manage the complex economic, social and 
economic trade-offs that drive coastal development. 
This means conserving natural ecosystems alongside 
appropriate coastal development to protect and 
enhance coastal settlements. We urge decision-making 
that simultaneously plans for coastal development and 
coastal conservation along the world’s most rapidly 
developing shores. For example, places subject to 
near-intractable threats, such as sediment depletion 
and coastal subsidence, could be prioritised for 
development in regions where such development must 
occur. if carefully planned, this could ease pressure 
on coastal protected areas and avert catastrophic 
extinctions of coastal biodiversity.

Migratory	shorebirds	fly	across	international	borders,	
and there is an urgent need for countries to work 
together to solve this problem before it is too late. 
We are enormously excited by the actions already 
underway	around	the	flyway	and	our	research	group	
is trying to engage with decision-makers to help 
build momentum for change. We have attended 
meetings of government and non-government 
members of the East Asian-Australasian Flyway 
Partnership in Cambodia, Sumatra and Alaska over 
the past four years to discuss the conservation actions 
required to keep one of the world’s largest and 
most	threatened	migratory	bird	flyways	functioning.	
The Partnership is a dynamic collaboration among 
14 governments across the region, together with 
three intergovernmental agencies, nine international 
NGOs and an international corporation (Rio 
Tinto). Prospective PhD student Eduardo Gallo-
Cajiao will soon commence an internship with the 
Flyway Partnership to better understand the policy 
environment across the routes that our migratory 
shorebirds take to establish how best to achieve 
positive change.

ultimately, without data from you, the foot soldiers of 
field	ornithology,	we	would	be	unable	to	understand	
what is happening to our shorebirds, and unable 
to present compelling data to decision makers that 
something needs to be done. For your hard work in 
counting shorebirds, keep it up, and THANK YOu!

To keep up to date with our work, or download any of 
our papers, visit our website at http://www.fullerlab.
org or follow us at http://www.facebook.com/fullerlab.

Richard Fuller 
University of Queensland

Shark Bay School visit
Students at Shark Bay School in Denham have been 
doing a project about marine life in Shark Bay to 
be completed by end of term. As marine life is very 
diverse, a number of people were contacted to speak 
on various disciplines. As i live in Carnarvon i received 
a phone call from Brice Wells, Chair, Community 
Education of BirdLife Western Australia asking if i 
might be interested in visiting the Shark Bay school to 
talk to students about the marine birds of Shark Bay. 
i made contact with the school principal, Kay Mack, 
and organised the most suitable time for my talks to 
take place. As my current work roster had my days off 
including weekends, i had to apply for some annual 
leave so as to be able to travel down to Denham and 
visit the school mid week.

There are 97 students attending this school ranging 
in age from four year olds in kindergarten to 18 year 
olds in Year 12. As there were some absentees on 
Thursday 13 March, about 90 students, broken into 
four similar age groups and their teachers came to 
the talks. Having only spoken to school children about 
birds on one other occasion i had planned to improve 
my technique starting with Kindergarten and Year 1 
children and learning what most held their attention 
so i could have the most impact on the older age 
groups later on. As young children have a very short 
attention span i decided that i had to physically 
engage the children so i set up my spotting scope and 
trained	it	on	a	picture	in	a	Shorebird	Identification	
booklet produced for distribution by the Shorebird 
2020 project.

Students viewed a selection of photographs of Shark 
Bay marine birds with a Power Point presentation, 
having the opportunity to ask questions or relate their 
own stories before sighting the image in the Shorebird 
booklet through my scope. This proved to be very 
successful; all students were most impressed by the 
magnification.	I	told	all	students	that	I	use	this	so	I	
do not need to get so close to be able to identify the 
birds. They were then more able to comprehend my 
message that getting too close to many birds and 
causing	them	to	fly	off	could	be	detrimental	to	their	
survival. Other threats were also talked about, such 
as driving on beaches where some birds such as 
Australian Pied Oystercatchers, Red-capped Plovers 
and turtles nest, and discarded plastics that a number 
of species might ingest.

Les George
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Results of the Hooded Plover survey, 
8 and 9 February 2014
Introduction

Hooded Plover surveys have been conducted every 
year in south-western Australia since 2002. The aim of 
holding the surveys is to check on the size of the West 
Australian Hooded Plover population, the recruitment 
of juveniles and distribution. The annual survey 
coincides with the National Shorebird survey.

The survey meets one of the conservation strategies 
listed in the Western Australian Hooded Plover 
Management Plan (Raines 2002) — to collect data 
that will help focus and prioritise management effort 
at sites of importance to Hooded Plovers and locate 
other, as yet undiscovered, sites of importance in 
Western Australia.

The information collected by our volunteers during 
the survey supplements information obtained in 
previous years, helps identify conservation threats 
and highlights variations in population densities. They 
show the congregation sites favoured by Hooded 
Plovers over summer. The previous count was 
reported in Singor (2013).

This year the survey was concentrated over the 
weekend of 8 and 9 February 2014. The weather was 
kind with cool mornings and daytime temperatures 
not too hot, 32-34o C.

Results

The total number of Hooded Plovers counted was 678, 
which included 69 juveniles (Table 1). The recruitment 
of juveniles as a percentage of the total count this 
year was 10.3 %.

High counts were made at Gordon inlet and Saint 
Mary River inlet along the coast of the Fitzgerald River 
National Park.

Northern Wheatbelt

Sean covered the Leeman lakes on 9 February and 
saw eight adult birds on the west side point seep. 
Point Moore at Geraldton and the Greenough River 
mouth were surveyed. At Point Moore 32 Ruddy 
Turnstones and 33 Sanderlings were sighted.

Acknowledgements to Sean Plozza and Jan Checker.

Perth

As was the case last year, a Hooded Plover turned up 
on Rottnest island (Government House Lake) and was 
present from 6 January to 19 February 2014. Lake 
Forrestdale was dry.

Acknowledgements to Andrew Bailey, Bruce Ramsay, 
Colin Heap, David James and Margaret Nash.

Mandurah

Large	flocks	of	Hooded	Plovers	used	to	be	seen	at	
either the northern section of Lake Preston above the 
causeway or at Lake Pollard in Yalgorup National Park 
during	the	summer	surveys.	In	the	last	five	years	
there has been a shift to the western and eastern 
shoreline of Lake Clifton, although Lake Pollard and 
Martins	Tank	are	still	favoured	flocking	locations.

On the eastern side of Lake Clifton there are water 
seeps which attract shorebirds such as Red-capped 
Plover, Red-necked Stint and Hooded Plover. This 
might be the reason why the Hooded Plovers are 
flocking	at	Lake	Clifton	towards	the	end	of	summer.	
Foxes were seen along Lake Clifton’s eastern 
shoreline.

Table 1. Numbers of Hooded Plovers observed in each survey region in south-western Australia, February 
2014 
HPMR = Hooded Plover Management Region

Area Numbers observed
Shark Bay to Perth 9
Wetlands between Rockingham and Mandurah 0
Beaches from Mandurah to Leschenault inlet 0
Yalgorup National Park (Yalgorup HPMR) 107
Geographe Bay 0
Beaches from Cape Naturaliste to Augusta (Naturaliste-Augusta HPMR) 25 (including 1 juvenile)
Beaches from Augusta to Broke inlet 4 (including 1 juvenile)
Beaches from Broke inlet (Walpole) to Beaufort inlet (east of Albany) (Walpole-
Denmark HPMR)

20 (including 2 juveniles)

Beaches from Beaufort inlet to Hopetoun (Bremer Bay-Hopetoun HPMR) 90 (including 22 juveniles)
Beaches, coastal- and inland lakes east of Hopetoun to Stokes inlet 137 (including 24 juveniles)
Beaches Stokes inlet to Cape Le Grande 32 (including 6 juveniles)
Esperance Lakes. (Lake Gore system to Mullet Lake) (Esperance HPMR) 182 (including 5 juveniles)
Beaches east of Cape Le Grande 18 (including 4 juveniles)
inland lakes in south-west of the State 54 (including 4 juveniles)
Total 678 (including 69 juveniles)
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A	flock	of	61	Hooded	Plovers	was	seen	on	the	western	
shoreline of Lake Clifton. Hooded Plover numbers 
along Lake Preston’s western shoreline have been on 
the decline. A few of the northern lakes such as Teal 
Lake, Boundary Lake and Swan Pond were not covered 
this year. The eastern shoreline of Lake Preston was 
also not covered.

Acknowledgements to Kate Robinson, Tony France, 
Greg Harewood, Errol Harwood, W. Millar, Bill Russell 
and Bob Paterson.

Margaret River

Breeding was recorded between the mouth of 
Margaret River and Kilcarnup, where 
one adult bird and one runner were 
observed. One Hooded Plover was 
seen feeding out on a reef at low 
tide at the Gallows. There were 
no sightings at the resort beaches 
at Bunker Bay, Smith’s Beach and 
Yallingup Beach.

A surveyor walking along the beach 
on the eastern side of the Hardy 
inlet at Augusta encountered a large 
flock	of	sheep	on	the	beach,	which	
would impact on any beach breeding 
birds (see photo). Survey sheets 
mentioned that fox tracks were 
found along the high tide mark. 

Acknowledgements to Jessica 
Worrall, Wayne Baddock, Jenny 
Kikeros, Natalie and Colin Bell, 
Tracy Skipping, Sally Wylie, Christine Fleay (DPaW), 
Phil Beardshaw, Janet Dufall, Jane Scott, Wally Smith, 
Patricia MacShane, Deb Hook, Alison Price, Bill James, 
Jan and Bruce Macaulay, Mary and Bob Elton, Chris 
Fleay, Boyd Wykes, ian Rooke, Peter St Clair-Baker, 
Mariee Bougher, Ron Glencross and Logan Anderson.

Walpole-Denmark-Albany

At Windy Harbour, Hooded Plovers were found feeding 
with Sanderlings, Ruddy Turnstones and Sooty 
Oystercatchers. Two White-bellied Sea-Eagles were 
sighted along Warren Beach and also at Mazzoletti 
Beach. Rock Parrots were seen between Windy 
Harbour and Gardner River. in comparison to previous 
years, there were fewer sightings of Hooded Plovers 
reported from the beaches around Albany.

Hooded Plovers with a runner were found at 
Coodamarup Beach. The last breeding record from this 
site	was	in	1999.	Breeding	was	confirmed	at	Mazzoletti	
Beach. it is amazing that Hooded Plovers were able to 
raise two young on Mazzoletti Beach as it is becoming 
like Parry’s Beach — a highway for four-wheel drive 
vehicles. They even drive over the dunes.

There were 26 Hooded Plovers at Bobs’s Lake, nine at 
Anderson Lake and 11 at Lake Ewlyamartup.

Long Beach to the north east of Cape Riche and 
Cheyne inlet were searched without success. The only 

tracks found were from foxes and four wheel drive 
vehicles.

Acknowledgements to Steve Elson, Tina Smith, 
Christine Spencer, virginia Jealous, Andrea Endacott, 
Christine Wilder, Neil Taylor and Tracey Robins from 
(DPaW) Donnelly District, Graeme and Toni Dearle 
(Pemberton Discovery Tours), Barbara and John 
Dunnett, Gary Schwab, Ross Blechynden, Clive 
Burden, Geoff Taylor, Jacqui Purvis, Andrea Deegan, 
Fred and Anne Bondin, Michael Burns, Carol-laine 
Trethowan, Phillip Powell, Janine Liddelow (DPaW), 
Jeanne and Colin Steele, Mavis Sowry, Ray Flanagan, 
Penny Roberts, Beryl Meulenbroek, Brad Kneebone, 

Margaret Nash, David Secomb 
and Robin Day.

Bremer Bay

Some inlets in the Fitzgerald 
River National Park yielded high 
counts. These came from Saint 
Mary River inlet (22) and Gordon 
inlet (74). There was a very high 
proportion (36%) of juvenile 
birds	in	these	flocks.	There	was	
breeding noted at Dillon Beach.

The Hooded Plover pair at 
Bremer Bay, Wellstead Estuary, 
made three attempts to breed. 
The	first	breeding	attempt	was	
in late August 2013 when three 
eggs were laid. This clutch was 
likely predated by Australian 

Ravens, based on the tracks found around the nest. 
The second attempt was in December when the birds 
were found sitting, but a week later they were gone. 
The third attempt was made in late January 2014 
when they had a nest with two eggs. Later a python 
was discovered near the nest and was relocated. in 
the end the nest was disturbed by a dog and Silver 
Gulls did the rest. No Hooded Plovers were recorded at 
Pallinup Estuary.

Acknowledgements to Harry Louw, Ron and Jan 
Waterman, vivienne Hillyer, Mark Jeffery and Anne 
Gadsby.

Hopetoun

The	flocks	of	Hooded	Plovers	found	at	the	lake	
systems east of Hopetoun (137) contained a high 
proportion of juvenile birds (32%) similar to those 
found at the Fitzgerald River National Park inlets, 
indicating that some segment of the Hooded Plover 
population had a good breeding season. Maybe the 
wet spring created new breeding opportunities as the 
usual breeding sites were under water at this location.

At Lake Shaster Nature Reserves and the 
Ravensthorpe Coastal Reserves, high levels of 
predation by feral species were reported. it would be 
valuable if these reserves could be included in the 
Western Shield baiting program.

Sheep on the beach, Hardy Inlet, 
Augusta. Photo by Boyd Wykes
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to John Tucker, Merle 
Bennett, Owen and 
Mary Smith and Andrew 
Chapman.

Esperance

Hooded Plover numbers at 
the Esperance lakes were 
lower this year compared 
to past years. Lake 
Warden had a lot more 
beach and shallow water 
this year, apparently due 
to water management in adjacent lakes. Lake Warden 
had 117 Hooded Plovers.

The number of Masked Lapwings reported in the 
Esperance	region	confirms	they	have	a	foothold	here.	
They were seen at eight lakes and a total of 73 birds 
were counted. Rock Parrot was seen at Dunn’s Beach.

Acknowledgements to Ken Read, Jean Read, Kirsty 
MacGregor, Gavin Pitman, Alan Hoggart, Mary 
Hoggart, Mike Gibbs, Dave and Emily Thornburg 
(DPaW), Adrian Pinder (DPaW), John Lizamore 
(DPaW), Jen Ford, M. Gibson, C. Magana, P. Wines, J. 
McKenzie-Smith, G. White, J. Neve, Dale Johnson and 
D. Sullivan.

Inland Lakes

Large numbers of inland salt lakes were dry. These 
were Camel Lake, Balicup Lake, Boorocup Lake and 
Wareenip Lake. Fox and cat foot prints were present 
at all inland salt lakes. At Tom South Lake, Cranbrook, 
three Red-capped Plover nests were lost due to 
livestock movement around the lake. Stock movement 
around	salt	lakes	has	also	been	identified	as	a	threat	
to breeding Hooded Plovers. The salt lake systems 
between Kulin and Pingaring were dry and the whole 
region showed signs of severe drought.

Andrew Chapman, who 
has been surveying lakes 
around Ravensthorpe for 
three years, noticed that 
the emerging pattern is 
that without extensive 
summer rain the only 
lakes which hold water 
over the summer are 
those surrounded by 
paddocks where secondary 
salinity and enhanced 
run–off maintain water 
levels. The only inland 

lakes where he has had Hooded Plover records (Lake 
Chidnup and Stennetts Lake) are of this nature. Lake 
Ronnerup, Lake Bennett, Lake Ace, Lake Pallarup and 
Lake Chidnup were all dry. Two Hooded Plovers were 
present at Stennetts Lake.

Acknowledgements

i would like to thank everyone who generously 
donated their time to the survey of our beaches 
and salt lakes. The staff contributions from the 
Department of Parks and Wildlife were greatly 
appreciated. A special word of thanks to Kate Creed. 
Apologies to anyone who may have been overlooked.
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Hooded Plover count, Gordon River. Photo by 
Harry Louw

Hooded Plovers near Ellensbrook. Photo by 
Natalie Bell

Redthroat seen at the Fraser Range 
GWW survey, April 2014.  Photo by John 
McMullan
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Members’ contributions
GREY BuTCHERED BiRD

Returning home one afternoon in mid January i found 
all sorts of avian mayhem happening at my house. 
First thing i noticed was a large raptor gliding and 
almost hovering above one of my backyard trees. This 
turned out to be a Square-tailed Kite and it was being 
ferociously attacked by a pair of Grey Butcherbirds.

After dashing indoors for my camera i re-emerged 
to	find	the	kite	perched	in	a	tree,	partly	obscured	by	
the	foliage	and	finally	getting	a	bit	of	respite	from	
the butcherbirds. upon closer inspection i found 
the reason for all the aggressive activity. Gripped in 
the kite’s talons was a decapitated nestling, the size 
indicating that it belonged to the butcherbirds, or had 
done. After a few minutes the kite decided to make 
a dash for it and after getting airborne swung away 
from the strong south-westerly breeze and started 
high-tailing it above the rooftops in a north-easterly 
direction.

The Grey Butcherbirds were quickly onto it though, 
and the last i saw of the whole episode was the 
Square-tailed Kite heading for the hills with the 
butcherbirds in hot pursuit with a couple of the local 
Australian Magpies belatedly joining in the chase.

it would seem that on the odd occasion Grey 
Butcherbirds aren’t so keen on nest robbing, and on a 
breezy afternoon in Marangaroo this was certainly an 
odd occasion!

Peter White

BiRD OBSERvATiONS — 
GLENDALOuGH OPEN SPACE, 
18 MARCH

Gail	and	I	visited	this	wetland	area	for	the	first	time	
and had several experiences watching birds doing 
things that we had never seen before. All of this 
occurred as we ate our lunch over a period of about 
90 minutes.

in trees on the bank of a lake about 100 metres away 
there were three male and three female Australasian 
Darters. One of the males took a small branch in its 
beak and worked it backwards and forwards until it 
snapped	off.	It	then	made	a	great	display	of	fixing	it	
into a fork in various positions until one of the females 
began to take notice. The male then stretched its neck 
upwards and pointed it at the interested female, who 
continued to watch. Eventually the male moved to her 
and they copulated. Both birds then resumed their 
previous positions.

A female darter spent a considerable time in the 
centre of the lake submerging quietly and frequently. 
Eventually	she	stayed	on	the	surface	briefly	before	

submerging again – but not moving forward and 
submerging like a submarine, but going straight 
down in a vertical, stationary position. She did this on 
several occasions.

There were three Little Black Cormorants nest building 
all the time we were there. At different times they left 
the nesting site and made a circular sweep of the lake 
before landing on the water. They then duck-dived 
under the water and came up with weed or pieces of 
wood up to 15 cm in length, on a couple of instances 
pieces about 75 cm. They settled these in their beaks 
then took off, again in a circular sweep before going 
back to their respective nesting sites. The long pieces 
of	branch	trailed	behind	the	birds	as	they	flew.	We	
watched these birds the entire time we were there and 
all the nesting material came from beneath the water, 
presumably from the bottom of the lake.

While we were enjoying our meal and our new 
experiences, a pair of Magpie-larks landed on the 
edge of the lake about 2.5 metres away from us. After 
foraging on the bank for a few minutes they decided 
it was time for bath. Their means of entry and exit 
were precisely the same on each occasion they took 
the plunge, about a dozen times each. They jumped 
off the bank from a height of about 15 cm, turning in 
a complete circle before they hit the water, so they 
landed facing the bank – one splash and they jumped 
out	again.	On	land	they	flapped,	working	the	water	
through their feathers, before they repeated the 
performance.

We both learned a long time ago that watching what 
birds do is even more interesting than just looking at 
birds. Not surprisingly we were enchanted by what we 
saw very familiar birds do; lunch was good, but the 
action was wonderful.

Gail and Brice Wells

COLLARED SPARROWHAWK 
OuT–MANOEuvRED

While i was birding at Lake Yangebup in March this 
year, a Willie Wagtail, about 20 metres away, was 
busily	flitting	around	the	long	grass	catching	insects.	
Suddenly, a Collared Sparrowhawk darted out from 
a nearby tree where it had been concealed and 
attempted to catch it. The element of surprise was not 
enough and the wagtail sped off to one side. Turning 
sharply, the sparrowhawk again tried to secure its 
intended prey which avoided it almost effortlessly. 
Over the next 30 to 60 seconds speed and power 
were comprehensively out-manoeuvred by agility and 
control as the wagtail used complete stalls in mid-air 
combined with tumble turns, dives and climbs to avoid 
becoming the raptor’s next meal. At no time did the 
wagtail move more than a few metres from the spot 
where the attack started. When the sparrowhawk tried 
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to slow down and turn with the wagtail it lost control 
and	had	to	flap	its	wings	rapidly	to	avoid	crashing	
to the ground. One more try and the sparrowhawk 
appeared to have run out of energy. it landed 
amongst the long grass about 20 metres away while 
the wagtail returned to a stick near where it had all 
started to watch its attacker. After recovering on the 
ground	for	a	few	minutes,	the	sparrowhawk	flew	past	
the wagtail to land in a nearby tree. The Willie Wagtail 
then resumed its search for insects.

HANZAB indicates that most of the Collared 
Sparrowhawks’ ‘prey are taken by stealth and surprise’ 
(Marchant and Higgins 1993, p.153) and that they 
‘make	direct	flying	attacks’	though	only	‘occasionally	
at prey on perches or ground’ as in this instance. The 
attacks can develop ‘into tail chasing, round trees or 
into cover, although usually lasting no more than 5 
seconds’. To try this in the open over a longer period 
highlighted its determination to get a meal but the 
wagtail survived the assault and continued on.
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SuRvEY RuLES

All birders are familiar with the absolute necessity of 
a detailed (and up-to-date) mastery of the taxonomic 
order. Even a former President of Birds Australia 
asserts that “a sound taxonomy … provides guidance 
for birdwatchers” (A. Russell-French and S. Garnett in 
Forword to Christidis and Boles, 2008). Essentially the 
implacable protocol of birding is to possess a detailed 
knowledge of the development of each taxon (for 
example), a process that commenced only recently, 
some 50 million years ago. Proper bird recognition in 
the	field	is	extremely	unlikely	(some	say	impossible)	
unless	each	birder	has	a	firm	grip	or	understanding	
(inter alia) that some “original groupings resulted from 
the methodically undesirable application of cladistic 
classification	protocols	to	phenetically	derived	distance	
measures between taxa” (Christidis and Boles 2008, 
p.3).

Of	course,	clear	bird	identification	(deriving	from	the	
taxonomic order) is assisted by practice. All birders 
will have a range of rubber ducks with which to play 
in the bath. A little application of paint will enable 
every	bath	time	to	be	a	fun-filled	taxonomic	rehearsal	
(Musk Duck before Freckled etc), a process pleasanter 
than chanting the taxonomic order, an approach that 
has been known to attract the attention of the mental 
health authorities.

Bushbirds	are	more	difficult,	lacking	the	bath	time	
reminders, but reciting the order when in bed often 
works, producing early and sound sleep.

The implacable rule of correct taxonomy seems to 
be (almost) the only birder rule. Recently i have 
abandoned many years of longitudinal waterbird 
surveys to commence one for bushbirds. The problem 
then becomes — which birds are to be counted.

Should a raptor pass over an area of bush survey, 
most birders will count the raptor as being within their 
survey area, despite not having observed the raptor 
perched there and possibly not having been much 
time within the survey area. Smaller birds (eg, Yellow-
rumped Thornbill or Scarlet Robin) seen close to the 
boundary of a survey area will be counted, on the 
basis that they will (probably) seek shelter within the 
survey area when ‘danger’ threatens.

The reserve i currently survey contains a river, at 
present shallow and narrow. Recently i observed 
two Australian Pelicans which had (probably) left a 
nearby	artificial	lake	to	fly	to	my	survey	area,	where	
they	commenced	to	circle	in	order	to	find	thermals.	
One of the pair rose with surprising speed to be a 
speck in the sky, still over the survey area, while its 
partner took time to gain similar height — when both 
‘departed’. in all, both birds were circling slowly above 
my survey area for seven minutes.

What is the rule? Do i count the Australian Pelican? 
(incidentally i recognised the Australian Pelican 
because they taxonomically follow Kerguelen Shag). 
Taxonomy guidance received! But the pelicans are not 
bushbirds and are unlikely to ever use the river. But 
the Wedge-tailed Eagle is counted as it cruises over. 
Should the Australian Pelican be counted and if not, 
why not?

Bruce Buchanan

Christides, L. and Boles, W. E. (2008). ‘Systematics 
and Taxonomy of Australian Birds’. (CSiRO: 
Melbourne).

New Holland Honeyeater, Eyre 
(see report, p38). Photo by John 
Hanrahan
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THE BiRDS OF THE MAYLANDS AND 
BAYSWATER SuBuRBS, PERTH, 
WESTERN AuSTRALiA

Introduction

The geographical distributions of Western Australian 
birdlife are fairly well known, though some species are 
changing their distribution, and are being seen well 
outside their former and normal ranges. Species from 
south-east Asia are being seen in Western Australia 
for	the	first	time,	a	significant	change	in	distribution.	
Bird observers eagerly record such changes and 
observations, often by keeping birdlists for particular 
areas. Carried out over long periods of time, they can 
become quite valuable. 

in the Perth 
metropolitan area 
the birdlife of lakes, 
swamps, other 
wetlands, reserves, 
remnant bushland 
and parklands is 
being increasingly 
monitored, but the 
birdlife in people’s 
home gardens, around 
people’s homes and 
in the suburbs in 
which people live is 
seldom reported on. 

Presumably this is because observers don’t consider a 
birdlist	of	five,	ten	or	15	species	worth	recording,	and	
the birds themselves are not of any interest. But this 
is not so and area studies are valuable and needed. An 
example of a good area study was made in Leederville 
by Dr ian Abbott (2009a), Leederville being a very old 
and well established suburb, though birders may not 
wish or be able to present such a detailed account of 
their suburb’s history. A simpler study was made by 
myself (Stranger 2001) in a well established part of 
Maylands. i simply recorded the birds which occurred 
within 1 km of my home and ascribed them the status 
of being resident or visitors. if studies like these were 
done throughout the metropolitan area a formidable 
fund of knowledge would accrue and any future 
changes in the composition of the birdlife would be 
easily and readily recorded.

With this in mind i present this study of the birdlife 
of southern Maylands and eastern Bayswater. These 
areas were undeveloped ‘wasteland’ and were largely 
open country with some remnant vegetation. Because 
they are adjacent to the Swan River they were not 
typically urban. i casually observed in the areas 
from 1982 to 1997 and during that time both areas 
underwent considerable development and urbanisation 
with planting of vegetation. Most observing was done 

in southern Maylands before the two partly water-
filled	quarries	were	developed	into	Lakes	Bungana	
and Brearley, a golf course built over the western 
clayflats	and	urban	housing	developed	further.	The	
Eric	Singleton	Bird	Sanctuary,	which	is	an	artificially	
created	lagoon	on	the	Swan	River	floodplain,	was	the	
primary locality for observations in Bayswater but was 
visited much less often.

All observations were made between the Perth to 
Midland railway and the Swan River, inclusive, the 
northern boundary approximated what is now Tonkin 
Highway and the southern boundary was Bardon Park, 
inclusive. Because of the varied habitats and the areas 
adjoining the Swan River 139 species were recorded, 
which is much greater than would occur in a typically 
urban housing area. Also it accounts for the drift of 
some species into typical urban housing at some times 
of the year (Stranger 2001). Of the 80 species of 
landbirds, nine are introduced and seven have ranged 
into the area since European colonisation (Storr and 
Johnstone 1988). Of the 59 species of waterbirds, 
three are introduced and eight have intruded into the 
area since European colonisation (Storr and Johnstone 
1988).

The	common	and	scientific	names	are	from	Christidis	
and Boles (2008).

Bird observers may be unsettled by the inclusion of 
Aboriginal names for the various species, but common 
and	scientific	names	may	or	will	change	over	time,	
whereas	the	Aboriginal	names	will	remain	fixed	or	
constant forever. The Aboriginal names are those 
selected by Abbott (2009b) from the manuscripts of 
John Gilbert, who observed and collected in the south-
west during the period 1839 to 1843. They follow the 
Latin binomials.

The birds

Abbreviation: xx% is the frequency of occurrence 
at the Eric Singleton Bird Sanctuary, as recorded by 
members of BirdLife Australia during 48 surveys.

Notes

Birds observed at Bayswater and the adjoining Swan 

Members’ contributions, ctd

A family of Blue-billed Ducks. Photo by Ian 
Wallace

Purple Swamphen. Photo 
by Pauline Arnold 
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Part A: The landbirds

Species Scientific name Aboriginal name Frequency of occurrence
Stubble Quail Coturnix pectoralis baraberi
Rock Dove Columba livia 27%
Laughing Dove Streptopelia senegalensis 94%
Spotted Dove Streptopelia chinensis 40%
Eastern Osprey Pandion cristatus 2%
Black-shouldered Kite Elanus axillaris 19%
White-bellied Sea-Eagle Haliaeetus leucogaster djilyon
Whistling Kite Haliastur sphenurus djando 4%
Brown Goshawk Accipiter fasciatus djildjil 23%
Collared Sparrowhawk Accipiter cirrocephalus djilidjili 2%
Swamp Harrier Circus approximans djilyoordo 6%
Wedge-tailed Eagle Aquila audax woldja
Little Eagle Hieraetus morphnoides 4%
Nankeen Kestrel Falco cenchroides martiet 27%
Brown Falcon Falco berigora kargyne 2%
Australian Hobby Falco longipennis wowo 10%
Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus kwetolbo
Painted Button-quail Turnix varius boorolom
Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo Calyptorhynchus banksii karak 2%
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo Calyptorhynchus latirostris ngolyenok 6%
Black-Cockatoo sp. /spp. Calyptorhynchus sp. 4%
Galah Eolophus roseicapillus biako 8%
Little Corella Cacatua sanguinea bidira 19%
Corella sp./spp. Cacatua pastinator 

and Cacatua tenuirostris
manyt 2%

Rainbow Lorikeet Trichoglossus haematodus 38%
Australian Ringneck Barnardius zonarius dowarn 35%
Elegant Parrot Neophema elegans bilgir
Horsfield’s	Bronze-Cuckoo Chalcites basalis djorit 2%
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo Chalcites lucidus djorit 2%
Pallid Cuckoo Cacomantis pallidus djoodorn 2%
Fan-tailed Cuckoo Cacomantis flabelliformis doolar 2%
Eastern Barn Owl Tyto javanicus yondja
Laughing Kookaburra Dacelo novaeguineae 10%
Sacred	Kingfisher Todiramphus sanctus koonyenok 10%
Rainbow Bee-eater Merops ornatus birinbirin 27%
Rufous Treecreeper Climacteris rufa djini
Splendid Fairy-wren Malurus splendens djorrdjilya Observed at Bardon Park by 

BirdLife Australia
variegated Fairy-wren Malurus lamberti
White-winged Fairy-wren Malurus leucopterus
Weebill Smicrornis brevirostris kiderbot 4%
Western Gerygone Gerygone fusca warylbodang 13%
Yellow-rumped Thornbill Acanthiza chrysorrhoa djidbot 4%
Western Thornbill Acanthiza inornata djoboldjobol 4%
Spotted Pardalote Pardalotus punctatus widopwidop 4% (observed at Bardon Park 

by BirdLife Australia)
Striated Pardalote Pardalotus striatus widopwidop 50%
Western Spinebill Acanthorhynchus superciliosus booldjit 2%

River and not at Maylands and its adjoining Swan 
River are: Domestic Goose, Freckled Duck, Pink-eared 
Duck, Nankeen Night-Heron, Royal Spoonbill, Collared 
Sparrowhawk, Australian Spotted Crake, Baillon’s 
Crake, Whimbrel, Wood Sandpiper, Barn Owl, Red-
tailed Black-Cockatoo, Weebill, Rufous Treecreeper, 
Rufous Songlark, White-naped Honeyeater and Fairy 
Martin.

Conversely, observed at Maylands and not at 
Bayswater are: Cattle Egret, Wedge-tailed Eagle, 
White-bellied Sea-Eagle, Black-tailed Native-hen, 
Banded Stilt, Banded Lapwing, Red-capped Plover, 
Bar-tailed Godwit, Common Greenshank, Common 
Sandpiper, Red-necked Stint, Elegant Parrot, Red-
capped Robin, Scarlet Robin, Western Thornbill, 
variegated Fairy-wren, White-winged Fairy-wren, 
Brown Songlark, varied Sittella and Chestnut-breasted 
Mannikin.



Page 18 Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 150 June 2014

Members’ contributions, ctd

Species Scientific name Aboriginal name Frequency of occurrence
Singing Honeyeater Lichenostomus virescens dooromdorom 85%
Western Wattlebird Anthochaera lunulata djoongong 2%
Red Wattlebird Anthochaera carunculata wodjalok 40%
White-fronted Chat Epthianura albifrons yabawilban 10%
Brown Honeyeater Lichmera indistincta djindjoko 77%
New Holland Honeyeater Phylidonyris novaehollandiae bandin 8%
White-cheeked Honeyeater Phylidonyris niger 6%
White-naped Honeyeater Melithreptus lunatus djinki 2%
varied Sittella Daphoenositta chrysoptera darnakot
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike Coracina novaehollandiae ngoolako 69%
White-winged Triller Lalage sueurii koomolkolong
Rufous Whistler Pachycephala rufiventris bambon 15%
Grey Butcherbird Cracticus torquatus wadowadong 2%
Australian Magpie Cracticus tibicen koorbat 33%
Grey Fantail Rhipidura albiscapa koodjinok 8%
Willie Wagtail Rhipidura leucophrys djitidjiti 94%
Australian Raven Corvus coronoides wodang 71%
Magpie-lark Grallina cyanoleuca dilabot 52%
Scarlet Robin Petroica boodang kooba
Red-capped Robin Petroica goodenovii menekedang
Australian Reed-warbler Acrocephalus australis koordjikotji 63%
Little Grassbird Megalurus gramineus 44%
Rufous Songlark Cincloramphus mathewsi yedjoolop
Brown Songlark Cincloramphus cruralis
Silvereye Zosterops lateralis boang 52%
White-backed Swallow Cheramoeca leucosterna boodibodi
Welcome Swallow Hirundo neoxena koonamit 83%
Fairy Martin Petrochelidon ariel boodibodi 2%
Tree Martin Petrochelidon nigricans kybot 67%
Mistletoebird Dicaeum hirundinaceum moonidjidong 4%
Chestnut-breasted Mannikin Lonchura castaneothorax
Australasian Pipit Anthus novaehollandiae eroldel 46%
Other observations
Common Bronzewing Phaps chalcoptera ooda Observed at Clarkson Reserve 

by BirdLife Australia
Grey Shrike-thrush Colluricincla harmonica koodelong Observed at Baigup Wetlands 

by BirdLife Australia

Part A: The landbirds, ctd

Part B: The waterbirds

Species Scientific name Aboriginal name Frequency of occurrence
Domestic goose Anser anser 2%
Muscovy Duck Cairina moschata
Musk Duck Biziura lobata kodara 27%
Freckled Duck Stictonetta naevosa 2%
Black Swan Cygnus atratus koltjak 35%
Australian Shelduck Tadorna tadornoides koorak 52%
Australian Wood Duck Chenonetta jubata maranganna 15%
Pink-eared Duck Malacorhynchus membranaceus wimbin 92%
Australasian Shoveler Anas rhynchotis bardoongooba 73%
Grey Teal Anas gracilis kalyong 94%
Chestnut Teal Anas castanea ngwoolnakerong 2%
Domestic Duck Anas platyrhynchus 8%
Pacific	Black	Duck Anas superciliosa yet 95%
Hardhead Aythya australis erooto 29%
Blue-billed Duck Oxyura australis boodo 52%
Australasian Grebe Tachybaptus novaehollandiae ngoonan 90%
Hoary-headed Grebe Poliocephalus poliocephalus wyooda 17%
Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus kali
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Species Scientific name Aboriginal name Frequency of occurrence
Australasian Darter Anhinga novaehollandiae mimal 42%
Little Pied Cormorant Microcarbo melanoleucos kokoko 44%
Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo karbanga 38%
Little Black Cormorant Phalacrocorax sulcirostris 45%
Australian Pelican Pelecanus conspicillatus nerimba 52%
White-necked Heron Ardea pacifica djilimilyan 4%
Eastern Great Egret Ardea modesta 52%
White-faced Heron Egretta novaehollandiae wyan 69%
Little Egret Egretta garzetta 2%
Cattle Egret Ardea ibis
Nankeen Night-Heron Nycticorax caledonicus ngalganing 25%
Australian White ibis Threskiornis molucca 54%
Straw-necked ibis Threskiornis spinicollis 13%
Royal Spoonbill Platalea regia 2%
Yellow-billed Spoonbill Platalea flavipes 45%
Purple Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio kwilom 94%
Buff-banded Rail Gallirallis philippensis kooli 6%
Baillon’s Crake Porzana pusilla 2%
Australian Spotted Crake Porzana fluminea 4%
Spotless Crake Porzana tabuensis warradja 17%
Black-tailed Native-hen Tribonyx ventralis ngalyan
Dusky Moorhen Gallinula tenebrosa 85%
Eurasian Coot Fulica atra kidjibroon 94%
Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus dit 46%
Red-necked Avocet Recurvirostra novaehollandiae yadjinkorong 2%
Banded Stilt Cladorhynchus leucocephala
Red-capped Plover Charadrius ruficapillus
Black-fronted Dotterel Elseyornis melanops nidoolyorong 63%
Red-kneed Dotterel Erythrogonys cinctus 17%
Banded Lapwing Vanellus tricolor kilkil
Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica
Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus
Common Sandpiper Actitus hypoleucos
Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia
Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola 2%
Red-necked Stint Calidris ruficollis
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper Calidris acuminate 4%
Painted Button-quail Turnix varius boorolom
Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia karrynekarryne 6%
Crested Tern Thallaseus bergii kaldjikang 4%
Silver Gull Chroicocephalus novaehollandiae djidjinook 27%

Part B: The waterbirds, ctd
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MuDDY LAKES: STRATHAM 
REGiONAL OPEN SPACE

A small sign on a minor road off the Bussell Highway 
announces the area behind the sign upon which 
the viewer looks is the ‘Stratham Regional Open 
Space’. This appears something of a misnomer, for 
within 60 metres of the sign is a wall of trees, that 
is some 40 metres deep. Furthermore it is evident 
that trees and shrubs have been densely planted in 
most of the intervening 60 metre space. There is no 
unlocked place of entry, but the roadside fence is in 
poor condition and easily crossed. There is a westerly 
access track on the southern boundary of the Regional 
Open	Space	and	walking	westwards	reveals	five	
further distinct zones.

The second zone is a large 
grassy area some 200 metres 
wide behind the tree wall (that 
itself conceals a seasonal creek). 
This grassy area (formerly 
fenced animal grazing land) 
was densely planted with trees 
and shrubs by the pupils of a 
local school under professional 
supervision in 2013. The 
closeness of the plantings 
appeared unusual to a non-
specialist, but enquiry revealed 
the	concept	that	the	fittest	
and fastest growing plants 
either smother their adjacent 
competitors or compensate for 
their failure. in years ahead, the 
planted area should become an 
important habitat for birds and other wild life.

A gate on the westward track gives access through a 
fence line to the next zone, damplands or sumplands, 
with small areas of open, shallow water and (mainly) 
dense rush and typha. The whole area is between 230 
and 400 metres wide. The areas of water are mainly 
shallow, the water is highly acidic and there is little life 
in or around most of the open water. At the western 
edge of the area of rushes, a drain with water control 
valves was constructed some years ago, but all have 
been long abandoned. The rushy-wet zone comprises 
the Muddy Lakes, the name by which the area has 
been long known, prior to the invention of planning 
terminology.

The dampland plant communities of the Muddy Lakes 
area are not found anywhere else on the Swan Coastal 
Plain and have been declared to be part of a natural 
area	of	outstanding	regional	significance	and	the	
wetlands have been stated to be unique on the Swan 
Coastal Plain.

immediately west of the Lakes zone is another 200 
metre grassy area. This terminates with a fence, 
beyond which lie vegetated parabolic dunes (that is 
with steep rises and falls) that terminate at the indian 

Ocean shore some 400 metres distant. The whole 
is described as the largest most southern vegetated 
remnant of the Quindalup Dunes on the Swan Coastal 
Plain.

The proclaimed Regional Open Space is relatively 
small as adjacent landholders were unwilling to sell 
their properties to permit incorporation. However, 
these landholders are unlikely to be permitted to take 
any action that may reduce the ecological values of 
the area. At present, the most destructive impact 
is	that	of	the	fishers’	vehicles	driven	over	the	dune	
areas to attain their beach spot, one that is secluded 
or	better	or	has	bigger	fish.	Fortunately,	once	made,	
vehicle drivers tend to stay on their established tracks. 
(Having lived in the country when duck shooting was 
permitted, i would rate shooters rather worse than 
fishers,	probably	because	the	fishers	want	to	return	

to their spot, whereas shooters 
with no such desire, smashed 
fences, entered property, left 
gates open and shot at all hours 
day and night.)

The (then) Department of 
Environmental Protection 
undertook a fauna survey of a 
large coastal area incorporating 
Muddy Lakes in October 2002. 
it seems probable that these 
survey results, although over a 
much larger area than Muddy 
Lakes, would be applicable to 
them, it being reasonable to 
regard the Muddy Lakes as 
being a representative sample 
area. Part of the 2002 survey 

area, that of Dalyellup, had c. 352 inhabitants in 
2001. Today there are about 8500 and despite natural 
and wildlife corridors it is likely the growth of the new 
suburb/town has affected fauna movements. it has 
certainly	increased	the	fisher	movements.

 The	2002	survey	observed	five	amphibians	(frogs)	
and three reptiles — the Long-necked Turtle and two 
skinks — none of which i observed — and the Western 
Tiger Snake. These were seen, some of surprising 
size, resulting in additional surveying care in parts of 
the area.

The	2002	survey	also	reported	five	mammals	—
Quenda, Western Ringtail Possum, Western Grey 
Kangaroo, Quokka (the only population remaining on 
the Swan Coastal Plain) and Water-rat. Of these only 
the kangaroo was seen.

Kangaroos are in considerable numbers to the south 
of Muddy Lakes, spending nights in the Tuart National 
Park and days in the surrounding farmland, where 
they consume as much as a large herd of cattle. if one 
is present as the kangaroo emerge from the park early 
in the day, many groups, with total numbers over 
200 are to be seen leaping the farmland fences and 
spreading out for forage.

Straw-necked Ibis and Grey Teal, 
Herdsman Lake. Photo by John 
McMullan
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One Red Fox was seen among the Muddy Lake dunes, 
but surprisingly was absent from the 2002 survey.

The areas east of the road giving access to the 
Regional Open Space are densely treed, so the 
eastern border of the Open Space is an area of habitat 
interchange. it was noticeable that the majority of 
sightings of medium to large bird species (excluding 
raptors) were about the interchange area, whereas 
most of the smaller species were 900 metres distant 
among the dunes.

The 2002 survey lasted three days and recorded 64 
species of birds — a good effort when combined with 
the amphibian, reptile and mammal surveys. The 2002 
report comments that survey at other times of the 
year would result in a greater number of bird species. 
This proved to be the case.

The 2002 report listed 11 habitat specialists with 
reduced Swan Coastal Plain distribution (Musk Duck, 
Dusky Moorhen, Common Bronzewing, Splendid Fairy-
wren, Southern Emu-wren, inland Thornbill, Yellow-
rumped Thornbill, Golden Whistler and Grey Shrike-
thrush) and six species with widespread distribution 
on the Swan Coastal Plain but whose numbers have 
reduced (Square-tailed Kite, Whistling Kite, Little 
Eagle, Baudin’s Black-Cockatoo, Western Rosella, New 
Holland Honeyeater).

i carried out surveys each month (at least twice) for 
the 12 months of 2013 between Five Mile Drain and 
Rich Road, an area encompassing the Regional Open 
Space but greater than it, although of a smaller area 
than that of the 2002 survey. The dune areas were not 
entered on all occasions as the density of vegetation, 
other	than	kangaroo	tracks,	made	access	difficult	
other	than	along	the	fisher	created	roads.

Of the 11 habitat specialists above, the Musk Duck 
was not seen within my survey area, probably 
as there was little or no suitable water body, The 
Common Bronzewing lived up to its name and was 
seen in 11 of 12 months, a single Dusky Moorhen was 
seen once only, again probably because of the lack 
of suitable habitat, Splendid Fairy-wren was seen in 
six of 12 months, Southern Emu-wren was not seen 
at all (unfortunately), White-browed Scrubwren and 
inland Thornbill were both seen in four of 12 months, 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill in six months, Weebill in two 
months, and Golden Whistler in three months. The 
Grey Shrike-Thrush was not observed.

Of the species with reduced Swan Coastal Plain 
population, the Square-tailed Kite was seen once only, 
Whistling Kite was seen often (11 of 12 months), 
Baudin’s Black-Cockatoo was not seen at all, Western 
Rosella once only and New Holland Honeyeater in six 
of the 12 months of survey.

Within the area surveyed, four species were observed 
breeding: Black Swan, Nankeen Kestrel, Rainbow Bee-
eater (with many more south of the survey area) and 
Splendid Fairy-wren. Nesting observation among the 

Peppermint trees and dense heaths of the dune areas 
was	difficult	and	nesting	observations	were	incidental	
to the species survey. The presence of two cuckoo 
species in the dune areas suggested that breeding 
occurred there.

The 2002 survey, over a larger area with greater 
habitat variety, but within a limited time frame, 
recorded eight species that i did not — Musk Duck, 
Tawny Frogmouth, Great Cormorant, Little Eagle, 
Eurasian Coot, Baudin’s Black-Cockatoo, Southern 
Emu-wren and Grey Shrike-thrush. The waterbirds 
among these almost certainly were not seen because 
my survey area lacked suitable habitat.

By	contrast,	with	the	benefit	of	a	greater	time	span	
although within a smaller area, i observed 18 species 
not noted in the 2002 survey. These were (with the 
number of months seen out of 12 in brackets): Brown 
Quail (2), Australian Wood Duck (10), Little Pied 
Cormorant (2), White-bellied Sea-Eagle (1), Brown 
Goshawk (4), Collared Sparrowhawk (3), Wedge-
tailed Eagle (7), Brown Falcon (5), Australian Hobby 
(5), Peregrine Falcon (1), Baillon’s Crake (1), Caspian 
Tern (1, blown off course), Western Corella (3), 
Regent Parrot (3), White-fronted Chat (3), Black-faced 
Woodswallow (7), Little Crow (3) and Rufous Songlark 
(1).

Black-winged Stilts were seen for a number of weeks 
at	a	large	flooded	area	to	the	south	of	my	survey	
area. The frequent presence of Australian Wood Duck 
appears to show a southerly spread of the species. 
Regent Parrots, though less common, also appear to 
show a southerly movement.

in all i observed 71 species, 11 being habitat 
specialists with reduced Swan Coastal Plain 
distribution and six widespread species with reduced 
Swan Coastal Plain population.

The total list of species (71) observed was Brown 
Quail, Black Swan, Australian Wood Duck, Australian 
Shelduck,	Pacific	Black	Duck,	Grey	Teal,	Australasian	
Grebe, Common Bronzewing, Crested Pigeon, Little 
Pied Cormorant, White-necked Heron, White-faced 
Heron, Eastern Great Egret, Straw-necked ibis, 
Australian White ibis, Yellow-billed Spoonbill, Black-
shouldered Kite, Square-tailed Kite, Whistling Kite, 
Collared Sparrowhawk, Brown Goshawk, White-bellied 
Sea-Eagle, Wedge-tailed Eagle, Swamp Harrier, Brown 
Falcon, Nankeen Kestrel, Australian Hobby, Peregrine 
Falcon, Purple Swamphen, Baillon’s Crake, Dusky 
Moorhen, Caspian Tern, Galah, Western Corella, 
Regent Parrot, Western Rosella, Australian Ringneck, 
Red-capped Parrot, Elegant Parrot, Shining Bronze-
Cuckoo, Fan-tailed Cuckoo, Laughing Kookaburra, 
Splendid Fairy-wren, White-browed Scrubwren, 
Weebill, Western Gerygone, Yellow-rumped Thornbill, 
inland Thornbill, Striated Pardalote, Red Wattlebird, 
White-fronted Chat, Brown Honeyeater, New Holland 
Honeyeater, Black-faced Cuckoo-Shrike, Golden 
Whistler, Rufous Whistler, Black-faced Woodswallow, 
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Grey Butcherbird, Australian Magpie, Grey Fantail, 
Willie Wagtail, Australian Raven, Little Crow, Magpie-
lark, Australian Reed-Warbler, Little Grassbird, Rufous 
Songlark, Silvereye, Welcome Swallow, Tree Martin, 
Australasian Pipit.

The recording of 12 of the 15 
raptors probable within the 
area is striking. i did not see a 
Little Eagle and being a species 
with reduced population on 
the coastal plain my failure 
to record it in 2013 may be 
significant.	Of	the	12	probable	
parrots, seven were recorded.

Given the large areas of rush 
and typha it was surprising that 
the Australian Reed-Warbler 
was noted once only, especially 
as it breeds in Big Swamp in 
the centre of Bunbury — once 
an ecological outlier of the 
Muddy Lakes complex. Little 
Grassbird was heard only (as 
usual) in 5 months of the 12.

Colin Dent of Capel Shire (in 
which shire Muddy Lakes is 
situated) and Pete (of Pete’s 
Agistment) were helpful. My 
thanks to them both.

important background information was gained from 
Dell,	J.	and	Hyder-Griffiths,	B.	(2002)	‘A	description	
of the faunal values of the Muddy Lakes area of the 
South Bunbury to Capel Coastal corridor’ and from 
Appendix 5, Sheet 14 of the ‘Greater Bunbury Region 
Scheme Natural Area Assessment sheets’. 

Bruce Buchanan

ATYPiCAL BEHAviOuR OF ONE NEW 
HOLLAND HONEYEATER

in my garden in Dianella the New Holland Honeyeaters 
arrive in a rush, and in a group at the end of spring 
each year. They use my birdbath daily and then depart 
late January, to be seen only occasionally through 
the rest of the year. This year a solitary New Holland 
stayed behind. it calls from the same perches and 
uses the birdbath daily but all on its own. At intervals 
of	a	few	days	the	flock	has	returned	for	a	brief	bathe,	
but departed straight away leaving my loner behind. 
it’s been totally on its own now for over a week still 
behaving the same. Are there any other records of this 
species appearing to shun its own?

Maris Lauva

SOuTHERN BOOBOOKS iN HiLLMAN

Courtesy of Mary vaughan, i received a tip off about 
a	family	of	five	Southern	Boobooks	roosting	in	a	

garden at Hillman. Nancy, the 
householder, kindly invited me 
to take a look. They had been 
using a tight clump of palms 
which provided plenty of cover 
and probably was not too 
inviting for honeyeaters and 
such. They had been there for 
three weeks. There was plenty 
of foraging habitat around 
(east of Ennis Avenue) and 
they seemed to be perfectly 
happy with all the neighbours 
looking in regularly.

Maris Lauva

STEWART iSLAND

in December 2012 i had to 
get to invercargill, which was 
the designated assembly point 

for passengers on a cruise, which was to take me 
to the sub-Antarctic islands. As i had to get there, 
i investigated what birding sites there were around 
invercargill. All my enquiries directed me to nearby 
Stewart island. So that’s where i headed for a few 
days prior to the start of the cruise. More recently i 
made a return visit to the island. Both visits were very 
rewarding birding experiences.

Stewart island is a relatively large island at the 
south-eastern tip of New Zealand’s South island. You 
can get there in a light plane from invercargill in 20 
minutes or you can take a ferry from Bluff, 25 km 
south of invercargill. The ferry trip takes an hour to 
get to Stewart island. The town of Oban is located on 
Stewart island. it has about 400 permanent residents, 
who	support	the	tourist	and	fishing	industries	of	the	
island. Numerous smaller islands surround Stewart 
Island,	including	Ulva	Island.	A	five	minute	trip	by	
water taxi gets you from Oban to ulva island. All 
feral mammals, including rats and mice, have been 
eradicated	from	Ulva	Island.	With	well	defined	foot	
paths and lush natural vegetation, ulva island is an 
ideal spot to see some of New Zealand’s rarer birds.

Around	the	town	of	Oban	you	should	have	no	difficulty	
seeing New Zealand Pigeons, Blackbirds, Kakas and 
variable Oystercatchers. The plumage of the variable 
Oystercatchers does vary — from totally black to 
pied and shades in between. Other birds reasonably 
common around the town are Tuis, Bellbirds, Redpolls, 
Tomtits,	Chaffinches,	House	Sparrows,	Song	Thrushes,	
Silvereyes and Dunnocks. The Silvereyes differ from 

Southern Boobooks, Hillman. Photo by 
Maris Lauva
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White-faced Heron, Yangebup 
Lake. Photo by John McMullan

Members’ contributions, ctd
ours	with	a	distinctly	rufous	tinge	to	their	flanks.	On	
the beaches just out of town you should be able to 
see Paradise Shelducks and Black-backed Gulls. The 
Black-backed Gulls look like a paler version of our 
Pacific	Gulls.	Blue	Penguins	(the	local	name	for	Little	
Penguins) can sometimes be seen on the rocks around 
the island.

A visit to ulva island is a must. Plan on spending the 
whole day there. On the short water taxi trip to ulva 
you should see some Stewart island Shags. They have 
bronze and pied phases and display purplish-red facial 
skin. You might also see some White-fronted Terns, 
either on the way there or hovering near the four 
beaches on the island.

Once on ulva, you will soon be greeted by New 
Zealand Robins. Because of their trusting disposition 
they need the security of the rodent-free island. As 
you walk through the forest you will see and hear 
many more Bellbirds and Kakas, but you should at 
some stage also see the beautiful chestnut-rumped 
Saddleback, some Wekas, Tomtits, Grey Warblers, 
Red-crowned Parakeets and possibly also the smaller 
Yellow-crowned Parakeets. To that list you can add 
New Zealand’s smallest bird, weighing in at 6 or 
7	grams,	the	Rifleman.	Wekas	are	flightless	and	
very inquisitive, making them ideal subjects for 
photographs.

Kiwis occur on Stewart and ulva islands, but they are 
more active at night. On my recent trip to Stewart 
island i went with a group of tourists on an evening 
boat cruise to a remote part of Stewart island, then 
with	the	aid	of	torches	walked	on	a	well	defined	track	
to a lonely beach where we were able to see Kiwis 
feeding amongst the seaweed washed up on the 
beach. Flash photography was not permitted so i have 
no photos of them, but we were able to get very close 
to the feeding birds.

Seabirds abound off the coast of Stewart island. 
Despite windy conditions and rough seas, a pelagic 
cruise was the highlight of my recent visit to the 
island. Soon after leaving the wharf we were lucky 
to see a Fiordland Crested Penguin standing at the 
entrance to a rocky cave. We then went further 
offshore and were met by a multitude of albatrosses 
and managed to see four different species at close 
quarters, namely White-capped, Buller’s, Royal and 
Salvin’s. Other seabirds on view were Southern Giant 
Petrels, Sooty Shearwaters and White-fronted Terns.

Even in summer the weather around Stewart island is 
variable. if you decide to visit the island, give yourself 
a few days for the visit to be reasonably sure of some 
good conditions. i can also recommend the Blue Cod 
and oysters served up at Oban’s South Sea Hotel.

Dusty Millar

Paradise Shelduck, Stewart 
Island.  Photo by Dusty Millar

Buller’s Albatross, Stewart Island. 
Photo by Dusty Millar
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Crossword No. 19

Across
5. Africa and Eurasia to indonesia form the old 

one.
7. Zone between high and low tide marks.
8. One who … binoculars would be most upset.
11. Describes cheek of a particular honeyeater.
12. Nest site of Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike.
13. Hooded Plovers nest on these beaches.
15. Generic name of grass parrots.
16. Nest site of some waterbirds.
19.	Principles	of	classification.
20. Careful observation will often provide this.
22. Lake noted for waders.
23. A wet morning may not be a good one.
24. Rump colour of Spotted Pardalote.
25.	State	of	being	kept	in	confinement.

Down
1. Extremity.
2. Topmost part of head.
3. May affect one’s ability to hear bird calls.
4. Drinking point for birds in arid country.
6. Circular facial feature of an owl.
9. One exists to record nesting details.
10. Low vegetation, common in Pilbara.
13. Safe place.
14. To long for, such as massed sighting of 

flamingos.
16. Small remaining area of bushland.
17. Keeping one may provide evidence of 

change.
18. Long-legged bird with stately carriage.
21. Dull black.

CLuES

See page 45 for Answers

by Pam Agar
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Notices
RANGELANDS SURVEYS 2014

July 19 – August 2

Help us collect data about a rarely visited 
area.

Join us for our annual visit to rangelands properties, 
managed by the Department of  Parks and Wildlife. 
This year we plan to visit two areas in the goldfields – 
Earaheedy and Lorna Glen. 

Two weeks of  dedicated work will record species 
present, provide valuable baseline data and 
information to inform future management. Each 
team will do approximately 5 x 30 min surveys 
per day; a total of  50 surveys for the trip (with 
two teams, 100 surveys). You will need to be 
fully independent for camping for the two weeks, 
preferably with a 4WD vehicle. Experience with GPS 
use is helpful but not essential.

To register your interest, contact any of  the 
following:

George & Pam Agar:  agar@openaccess.com.au
John & Ruth Luyer:  john@hibeach.net

Ed & Alyson Paull:    edward.paull@bigpond.com

Winter surveys in the Great 
Western Woodlands: Saturday 12 July 

to 
Friday 18 July – dates flexible

For those that like the cooler weather, the Great 
Western Woodland (GWW) winter surveys are 
planned for the third week of July, although 
surveys can be scheduled earlier or later than this 
time.

For most areas of the GWW there was a 
significant break in the dry season this year in late 
April (Anzac weekend). It will be interesting to 
see what the birds are up to, as so far some areas 
in the GWW have received considerably more 
rain than others.

There are nine areas to survey including Karroun 
Hill, Helena and Aurora Range, Credo Station, 
Cave Hill, Trans Railway Line, Fraser Range 
Station, Jilbadji Nature Reserve, Frank Hann-
Peak Charles National Parks and Dundas Nature 
Reserve. Both Credo and Fraser Range have 
accommodation and camping facilities available.

If the week indicated does not suit, please suggest 
your preferred dates (earlier or later) when you 
register your interest.

To register your interest, 
email Shapelle McNee gww@birdlife.org.au 

or phone on 0439 668 693 or 9287 2716.

For members and the general public.

Organiser: Shapelle McNee

A chance to work with the NZ Kiwi 
Recovery Project in Westland, South 

Island, New Zealand

The Kiwi recovery project, managed by Dept of 
Conservation (DoC), in NZ, is calling for help on a 
voluntary basis to assist the ornithologists with field 
work.

The key criteria are being fit and happy off tracks in 
the bush, and being able to commit to at least a month 
(ideally) of volunteering. A shorter period may be 
possible but, as they train you to use their equipment 
and ensure you have some experience and knowledge 
before heading into the field, it would be better for 
everyone to commit to one month.

Details can be sourced here:

http://www.facebook.com/l/_
AQHi3GfZAQElh9WTHY3WgZTYdkW_

gr9jMail7J7WwxLYIg/www.doc.govt.nz/getting-
involved/volunteer-join-or-start-a-project/volunteer/

volunteer-programme-by-region/west-coast/rowi-and-
tokoeka-kiwi-project/

Or contact Paulina Wittwer, Western Australia 
Mobile: 0428 674074 (text me and I’ll call you back) 

or email Pauline.wittwer@bigpond.com
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PAYING ONLINE FOR SUBSCRIPTION TO WESTERN AUSTRALIAN BIRD NOTES

Notices, ctd

Some members have had difficulty in accessing this 
facility. The National Office has provided the following 
instructions to facilitate the procedure.

Those members who wish to pay online, will need 
to create their user name and password.  Then we 
— membership team — will need to process that, which 
we do daily.

If that was already done but a member is having trouble 
logging in, we are more than happy to help out, by calling 
or by emailing to the membership@birdlife.org.au 
address. Emails are checked daily.

After the member is able to log in, these are the simple 
steps to pay for the WA Bird Notes subscription – please 
note, there is no renew option for this type of membership 
currently, it is only available for the BirdLife membership 
categories, such is Individual, Family, etc...

1. In the My Home Page screen, click on the “Additional 
Subscriptions” link

2. In the available selections that opened up on the left 
hand side list, click “WA Bird Notes Subscription”

3. In the Additional Subscriptions screen, click the “Add 
to Your Subscription” button

4. If no other additional subscriptions to do, proceeds to 
“Pay Your Subscriptions” 

5. On next screen, you still have an option to adjust 
what you will be paying for, by clicking the Remove 
links.

IF all correct, click “Pay for Subscriptions now”

6. Follow the prompts to pay for subscriptions

I hope this is helpful, but please do not hesitate to contact 
me if this is not a solution for the short term.

Aniko Harsanyl 
Supporter Services Coordinator, BirdLife Australia 

aniko.harsanyl@birdlife.org.au

CAMPOUTS
Friday 22nd to Sunday 24th August (incl.) 

Campout at at Balijup, Tenterden

The main focus of this campout will be a survey of 
the birds using a diverse suite of wetlands on the 
Hordacre property at Balijup, near Tenterden, 30 
km north of Mount Barker.

The camp has water, power and limited cooking 
facilities. Leader Nic Dunlop will have detailed 
directions, dieback management requirements and 
any last minute logistics.

Those wishing to attend must put their names/
email on the list in the office by calling 9383 7749 
and you will be contacted a week or two prior to the 
campout.

Leader: Nic Dunlop 0409 014 030 
tern@iinet.net.au

Wednesday 1st to Saturday 4th October 
(incl.) 

Campout at Chingarrup — Gondwana 
Link property

Chingarrup is a property in the Gondwana 
Link (near Boxwood Hill) 60 km east of Borden, 
purchased and managed by Eddie and Donna 
Wajon for conservation. Participants will be asked to 
assist in a nest survey of about 48 ha of 10 year old 
native species revegetation and surveys of uncleared 
land on the property. So far 152 bird species have 
been recorded there including Western Whipbirds, 
Southern Scrub-Robins, Shy Heath-wrens and Red-
eared Firetails. Bird banding operations will be also 
be underway.

Chingarrup has water, power and limited cooking 
facilities available. Leader Nic Dunlop will 
have detailed directions, dieback management 
requirements and any last minute logistics.

Those wishing to attend must put their names/
email on the list in the office by calling 9383 7749 
and you will be contacted a week or two prior to the 
campout.

Leader: Nic Dunlop 0409 014 030 tern@iinet.net.au



Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 150 June 2014 Page 27

Donations and bequests to 
BirdLife Western Australia

The Western Australian Branch is aiming to be in the financial 
position to support conservation work through projects, particularly 
aimed at threatened species. With the decline in government funding, 
support for this work through donations and bequests is one way this 
aim can be realised in the future.
Tax deductible donations, specifically for BirdLife Western Australia, 
can be made to BirdLife Western Australia through our office at 
Peregrine House. A tax deductible receipt will be issued.
If the donation is being made as a direct deposit in the BirdLife 
Western Australia bank account, it is important to signify who it is 
from and for this purpose.
Donations will then be held in an account so that they can be 
accounted for through the national office each year in accordance 
with the Federal Taxation Department requirements. A bank account 
has been established by the branch specifically for this purpose.
Such donations, unless specified by the donor for a particular 
purpose, will be used to assist in meeting the objectives of the 
organisation. The details of this will be decided by the Executive 
Committee, guided by the finance policy of the branch.
Bequests can also be made specifically for the branch with the same 
process.

Suzanne Mather

Notices, ctd

The following WA people joined BirdLife 
Australia during the period 24 February to 2 
May 2014:

 Ben Ashton, Jules Banner, Tom 
Brightwell, John Burton, Lyneve Cannon, Rory 
Chapple, Simon Cherriman, Jarrad Clark, Cherry 
Delfs, Tegan Douglas, Konrad Dowse, Christine 
Evans, Michael Evans, Joe Fontaine, Rebecca 
Glover, Lesley Hartmann, Floyd Holmes, Keith 
Johnson, Kaci Klumpp, Anthony Klumpp, Donna 
Klumpp, Caron Passmore, Barbara Piercey, Jeff 
Pinder, Frederick Robinson, Eden Sandwell, 
Louis Symes, Wesley Symes, Gergely Szabo, 
Rosalie Tranter, Megan Weatherman, ian 
Williams, Pauline Winrow and Lian Yeap

New WA members

 

ALBANY
 3 brm s/c holiday accommodation

situated on the banks of Oyster Harbour, 
15 mins from town.

Close to King & Kalgan Rivers, 
beaches, national parks, walks & 

wildflowers.

 Cosy wood fire, free WiFi & 
starter b/fast included.

Ph 08 9844 7744
www.stayz.com.au/148040

 
A BIRD LOVERS PARADISE!

Western Australian Tern Research 
Workshop

Expressions of interest are invited to attend the WA Tern 
Research Workshop at the Saville Kent Centre, Rat Island, 
Houtman Abrolhos from 14-16 November 2014. 

Proposed Workshop Sessions

	 Terns & Noddies in Western Australia - Dr Chris 
Surman & Dr Nic Dunlop

	 A light-weight GPS tracking systems - UvA-BiTs, Dr 
Jill Shephard

	 Assessing plastics (phthalate) exposure in seabirds - Dr 
Denise Hardesty CSIRO

	 High resolution stable isotope methods applied to 
marine tern foraging ecology — Dr Rhys Leeming 
CSIRO

	 South West Fairy Tern Project- Dr Nic Dunlop
	 A new method of aging terns - Aurelie Labbe

Costs will include air charter to Rat Island from Geraldton 
(approximately $350 per person and a registration fee 
including meals and a research contribution).

The workshop will be limited to about 15 delegates. 
Researchers, managers and community-based 
conservationists interested in attending should contact Nic 
Dunlop tern@iinet.net.au or mobile 0409 014 030.
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Excursion reports
11 February: Wilson Inlet

With summer in full swing we decided to visit Morley 
Beach to observe shorebirds. We saw good numbers 
of Red-capped Plovers and Red-necked Stints, but 
other species such as Curlew Sandpiper were scarce 
and we failed to locate godwits and knots altogether. 
Banded Stilts had obviously heard about the copious 
rainfall inland and only a handful of birds were found 
at Lake Nenamup. Avocets, however, were numerous 
and we had mostly distant views of Black-winged 
Stilts. Our lunch spot at the eastern end of Wilson 
inlet offered sightings of Great Crested Grebe, Yellow-
billed Spoonbill and the usual assortment of ducks 
and cormorants. We also saw a number of raptors at 
our outing, a highlight being a 
White-bellied Sea-Eagle.

11 March: Cheynes Beach / 
Waychinicup

There was no pressure on 
us to see the ‘Big Three’, 
so we took a rather relaxed 
approach on our visit to 
what has been voted the 
10th best birding spot in 
Australia. The number of birds 
usually encountered at the 
Waychinicup campsite seems 
to have decreased in recent 
years, and the only sighting of 
note was the presence of two 
Sacred	Kingfishers.	At	the	
Waychinicup River crossing 
we found Spotted Pardalotes 
and Western White-naped 
Honeyeaters. The resident 
Noisy Scrub-bird remained silent.

At Cheynes Beach we found a good variety of 
honeyeaters in the heathlands, a Brush Bronzewing 
provided	us	with	good	views	on	the	firebreak	around	
the caravan park and two Southern Emu-wrens were 
kind enough to pose on the dead sticks of a shrub 
allowing one of our members to see the species for 
the	first	time.	A	Western	Bristlebird	was	also	heard	
calling in the distance. At lunchtime we seemed to 
have become the entertainment when several White-
browed Scrubwrens decided to join us for lunch, 
picking up any available crumb that dropped to 
the	ground.	We	finished	the	day	with	a	count	of	42	
species.

8 April: Twin Creeks Reserve

Birds	initially	proved	a	bit	hard	to	find,	but	eventually	
we managed to see most of the parrot species found 
in the region including Regent Parrot and Purple-
crowned Lorikeet. Some of us who decided not to 

undertake a longer walk through the reserve were 
rewarded with sightings of both Scarlet and Western 
Yellow Robin in the vicinity of the picnic area. We had 
good views of varied Sittella, Golden Whistler and 
Spotted Pardalote. Western Wattlebirds were rather 
vocal, but refused to show themselves.

The most unusual sighting was probably the White-
faced Heron we found at the dam which was reduced 
to a few inches of water after Albany’s long dry spell. 
Our tally for the day was 40 species.

South Coast Festival of Birds

The local branch also participated in the annual 
South Coast Festival of Birds, which was held from 
mid-March until early April. This featured a variety 

of activities ranging from art 
exhibitions to bird walks and 
film	evenings.	The	festival,	
now in its second year, even 
attracted the attention of the 
local media with ABC Radio 
inviting the local branch to take 
part in a number of interviews 
about birds.

Brad Kneebone and Anne 
Bondin gave an hour-long 
presentation about shorebirds 
to a packed audience at the 
Albany library. Nic Dunlop led 
a group keen to learn more 
about seabirds on a four -hour 
boat trip out into King George 
Sound. Nic was also on hand 
to help Anne lead a morning 
bird walk at Lake Seppings. Nic 
presented a talk about Fairy 
Terns at the Expo held at the 

WA museum whilst Anne introduced attendees to 
Noongar bird names. The festival activities concluded 
with	a	two-day	bird	identification	course	held	at	local	
nature reserves.

Future outings

Excursions will take place on Tuesday, 10 June, 
8 July, 12 August and 9 September. More details 
about destinations, where to meet, etc. will be made 
available on BWA e-news. You can also check the 
Albany Bird Group's website:

http://sites.google.com/site/albanybirds/Home

Excursion leaders will be either Ray Garstone (PH: 
9844 7540), Brad Kneebone (PH: 9845 2233) or Anne 
Bondin (PH: 9844 1793). Feel free to contact any of us 
for further information.

Anne Bondon 
Convenor, Albany Branch

Country branches
ALBANY BRANCH

White-browed Scrubwren, Cheynes 
Beach. Photo by Charlie Davies
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Country branches, ctd

CAPE TO CAPE BiRD GROuP

BuNBuRY BRANCH

Information for newcomers

We are part of BirdLife WA, and come under the 
auspices of SWCC, whose three telescopes we use. We 
are represented in the City of Bunbury’s environmental 
reference group.

Our group is informal; we don’t have meetings or a 
membership fee. it is boots-and-binoculars in the 
field,	generally	monthly	on	a	weekend	morning.	The	
walks are gentle. Some of our group are experts, 
some with middling knowledge and others come for 
the love of birds and the natural world. We bring a 
thermos and chair, and have a cuppa afterwards. 
People with a cake or some tucker to share are 
popular!

i email excursion details, and ask for RSvPs for 
planning requirements. People at excursions are 
required by BirdLife to sign a registration form each 
time.

The Bunbury region is rich in species and calibre of 
species. There are plenty of locations in and around 
Bunbury	where	we	can	find	a	variety	of	birdlife	
including bushbirds, waders and migratory shorebirds. 
The relevant authority, eg, City of Bunbury or Shire 
of Harvey or Dardanup, or Department of Parks and 
Wildlife, is informed of excursions if we are surveying 
in their patch, and notice is sent to the BirdLife WA’s 
country	branch	liaison	officer.

We have surveyed Bunbury Tuart Forest, Maidens 
Reserve, Manea Park, College Grove, Big Swamp, 
Mangroves at Leschenault inlet, Leschenault Estuary, 
Collie River, Pt Mornington, Lake Wanagerup in 
Boyanup, northern Tuart National Park in Stratham, 
and Wellington Mills.

We have been offshore to see pelagic birdlife such 
as albatross, shearwater, the birds not seen onshore 
unless there are storms.

We keep an eye out for the nesting Red-capped 
Plovers at Marlston Hill.

We give education sessions in schools and at 
community events – let me know if you’d like to help. 
We have assisted Cooinda School at Science Week at 
Mangroves – 2012 and 2013.

We receive occasional training, eg, black cockatoo, 
shorebirds, how to use telescopes. Members 
participate in other surveys, eg, black-cockatoo and 
Shorebirds 2020. We list what we see and it's sent out 
to the group, also to South West Catchment Council 
and BirdLife Australia’s Atlas database project.

Sue Kalab 
Convenor, BirdLife Bunbury

Program
Sunday 6 July: Half-day excursion – Willyabrup 
Cliffs

Meet at 9.00 am. From Caves Road, turn west into 
Willyabrup Road (opposite Gralyn Winery) and travel 
to the car park at the end of the road. We shall walk 
across Biljedup Creek looking for bushbirds and on to 
the Willyabrup Cliffs for seabirds and possibly whales 
from the cliff top. Bring telescopes and morning tea. 
Toilets are provided at the cliffs.

Leader: Christine Wilder

Friday 15 August – Saturday 16 August – 
Canebrake overnight camp

Meet at 4.00 pm at Canebrake Pool, Rapids 
Conservation Park, north-east of Margaret River. 
From Bussell Highway, travel along Osmington Road, 
crossing over Jindong-Treeton Road, until Canebrake 
Road	on	the	left.	Drive	approximately	five	kilometres	
down Canebrake Road (gravel surface) until you 
come to the picnic/camping area on your right, after 
entering the Conservation Park. The focus is a night 

walk searching for owls and other nocturnal life. Bring 
along a torch.

You can arrive earlier on Friday and depart on 
Saturday at any time. Bring change for payment of 
camp fee of about $8 per head. Please register for this 
camp by emailing Boyd Wykes on majyx@iinet.net.au.

Leader: Boyd Wykes

Wednesday 3 September: Mid-week excursion – 
Hardy Inlet Foreshore

Meet at 9.00 am at the Donovan Street Reserve car 
park off Pelican Rise. As you come into Augusta from 
the north, turn left into Donovan Street, left into 
Blackwood Avenue, then right into Pelican Rise. The 
car park is at the end on the left near the Hardy inlet.

The focus is the second survey of small shire reserves 
along the Augusta township foreshore, south of 
Donovan Street Reserve. The survey will take two 
hours, ending with morning tea/brunch at the Augusta 
Bakery.

Leader: Boyd Wykes
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Saturday 27 September: Half-day excursion – 
McCarley’s Swamp

Meet at 10.00 am on Tuart Drive, about one kilometre 
north (towards Bunbury) from the Ludlow settlement, 
on a very straight section of road with a wide verge. 
From there Bernie Masters will lead our convoy to 
meet our hosts on their private property.

This excursion will involve wading through a swamp in 
cold water and potentially inclement weather for the 
reward of observing thousands of breeding waterbirds. 
We will end up quite damp from the waist down 
(unless having waders) and so a change of clothes and 
towel	is	advised.	We	shall	find	a	good	place	for	lunch,	
depending on the weather.

Numbers are limited to 20, so please book with Boyd 
Wykes on majyx@iinet.net.au.

Leader: Bernie Masters

All the excursions/meetings above are for BirdLife 
Australia members and the general public. For details 
of any of the above, please contact Christine Wilder 
cwilderone@yahoo.com.au or Boyd Wykes majyx@
iinet.net.au.

Excursion/meeting reports

Meeting: Talk on birds of Capes’ 
gardens and adjacent forest 
remnants by Boyd Wykes

On 17 February, Boyd presented a 
thoroughly enjoyable and inspiring 
presentation of his year of monthly 
surveys and mist-net banding in two 
Witchcliffe gardens and his adjacent 
Jarrah-Marri woodland shire reserve. 
Boyd’s work built on that of others, 
investigating the importance of urban 
gardens to bushland birds. He also 
included descriptions of other urban 
research undertaken elsewhere in 
Australia. His backyard birds photos of  
were inspirational.

During the evening Boyd demonstrated the historical 
value of this type of research when he described 
among others, Christine Wilder’s own backyard 
research in “Birds of the Margaret River Township” 
(WA Bird Notes No. 124 December 2007) and “Birds 
of Carlisle” (WA Bird Notes No. 141 March 2012), and 
he encouraged others to begin or to continue their 
own recording. This knowledge is important to all bird 
lovers and for our decision-makers.

Of particular interest to me, amongst the other 
research work described, was the development by 
some researchers of a list of avian species that are 
indicators of the level of disturbance of a woodland 
eco-system. These indicator birds range from “highly 
sensitive to loss and fragmentation of habitat” to 
“relatively insensitive (very common in both urban and 
vegetated landscapes)”.

The highly sensitive group included Common 
Bronzewing, Red-capped Parrot, Rainbow Bee-eater, 
Splendid Fairy-wren, White-browed Scrubwren, 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill, Western Thornbill, inland 
Thornbill, Western Spinebill, Western Wattlebird, 
New Holland Honeyeater, Grey Shrike-thrush, Scarlet 
Robin and Tree Martin (nine insectivores that feed 
in shrub, canopy or aerially; three nectarivores; two 
granivores). The Scarlet Robin was considered the 
most sensitive, so if you have one in your area, feel 
privileged. Personally, i question the inclusion of the 
New Holland Honeyeater, and i noted one researcher 
excluded any honeyeater from his indicator list for a 
woodland to support a full suite of forest species.

The importance of planning for retention of native 
habitat and ecological corridors in the rapidly 
urbanising south-west was highlighted, and some 
description of current work such as the Gondwana 
Links project was described.

urban planning for habitat retention and the potential 
for home gardens to supplement avian habitat is 
important and we must remind our decision-makers 
about the importance of urban remnants for bird 
habitat as part of the broader landscape. Boyd’s talk 
was very pertinent to the conversations people should 
have about retention and rehabilitation of native 

vegetation in the face of increasing 
pressures for development.

Those not yet participating, like me, 
were inspired to get out there and start 
recording the relationships between their 
garden habitats and their avian visitors 
and to look at how their gardens might 
be improved as bird habitats.

Boyd referenced many articles during his 
talk, including an edition of Wingspan 
that focussed on urban birds, feeding, 
habitat and The Birds in Backyards 
Program. You can download this edition 
from the net at: http://www.ntwc.org.
au/pdf/March08 Wingspan.pdf.

Peter St Clair-Baker

Dunsborough Lakes – 22 March

This area does not conjure up an ideal location to 
birdwatch. it’s not wild. The lakes are substantially 
modified	for	aesthetics,	and	are	sandwiched	between	
a golf course and busy Caves Road. However, when 
most bodies of water are dry in late summer and 
autumn, it is a magnet for waterbirds and well worth 
a visit.

On our morning walk at Dunsborough Lakes, a total 
of 42 bird species were seen and excellent views were 
obtained of many waterbirds. The bird list included 
White-fronted Chat (13), Black-fronted Dotterel (14+), 
Eurasian Coot (220+), Little Black Cormorant (20+) 
and Australian Wood Duck (43+). Our next stop was 
at the shore pool at the bottom of Elmore Road. A 
meagre	total	of	ten	species	was	seen,	including	five	

Western Wattlebird, 
Esperance. Photo by 
Dusty Millar

Country branches, ctd



Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 150 June 2014 Page 31

Country branches, ctd
not recorded at the lakes, making a very worthwhile 
total of 47 species for the morning.

Thanks to Kate and Bill Dawson for morning tea and to 
Mike	and	Therese	Sayers	for	the	muffins.

Jill and Roger Cornes

Carbunup Reserve – 6 April

With glorious autumn weather on our side, there was 
a fantastic turn-out of 17 people at the Carbunup 
Reserve on 6 April.

This reserve has very high regional conservation 
value, as it has been shown that Marri woodland 
communities	contain	more	flora	species	than	any	other	
type of woodland on the Swan Coastal Plain. Little is 
known about the native fauna of Carbunup Reserve, 
and to the best of our knowledge no bird survey of 
significance	has	ever	been	conducted	there.

The health of the vegetation in the reserve has 
deteriorated rapidly over the past few years due to 
the spread of dieback (Phytophthora cinnamomi) and 
marri canker (Quambalaria sp.), so it was fantastic 
that we had so many pairs of eyes to locate and 
record 34 species of birds.

Here-in lay a paradox: by walking through the 
reserve to survey the birds that we hope to help 
with conservation, we may be a threat by spreading 
pathogens ourselves! We were therefore very 
mindful to use strict quarantine measures (thanks to 
Christine’s organisation on instructions from City of 
Busselton). Hopefully the message of taking care in 
this regard will spread.

With new research showing that about 15% of our 
native plants are pollinated by mammals and birds 
such as honeyeaters and silvereyes moving from 
banksia to banksia (see reference below), it really 
is imperative that we do whatever we can to help 
conserve and protect the biodiversity and ecology of 
places like Carbunup River and its reserve for many to 
enjoy into the future.

Janean Robinson

Reference

http://www.plants.uwa.edu.au/_data/assets/
pdf_file/0003/2487810/Birds-prove-key-to-SW-
biodiversity-Siegy-Krauss-and-Steve-Hopper.pdf

Presentation by Ron Johnstone – 7 April 
Cockatoos in crisis – a tale of three tails – two 
white, one red

Over sixty people packed the shire chambers on 7 
April, for an update on the status of our region’s three 
embattled cockatoo populations.

Ron Johnstone, Curator of Ornithology at the WA 
Museum, did not disappoint. His presentation, 
supported by specimens, posters, hand-outs and 
photography, was entertaining as well as enthralling.

Over the past 15 years, Ron and colleague Tony 
Kirkby, in conjunction with other state and local 
government departments, community groups, 
volunteers and the general public have provided 
substantial insights into the previously little 
understood breeding biology and seasonal movements 
of our cockatoos.

This work has shown that Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo, 
despite losing most of its wheatbelt breeding habitat 
in one of the world’s most extensive woodland clearing 
episodes, is proving to be highly adaptable — to the 
extent that Ron predicts it may well be the sole WA 
cockatoo survivor 50 years from now, if the worst case 
scenario for climate change eventuates.

Certainly, Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo is making steady 
inroads into the south-west, taking advantage of our 
conversion of forest into farmland and dwellings.

in contrast, populations of the two south-west 
specialists — Baudin’s Black-Cockatoo and the Forest 
Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo — continue to decline due 
to direct clearing and fragmentation of their forest 
habitat	and	loss	to	fire	and	forestry	of	the	ancient	
trees with suitable nesting hollows.

Honey bees are a serious competitor for remaining 
nest holes with newly established south-west 
populations of corellas, Galahs and Regent Parrots the 
next challenge.

Baudin’s Black-Cockatoos, although listed as 
endangered, have also been shot illegally in large 
numbers because they damage commercial fruits.

Ron concluded by encouraging south-west bird-
watchers to contribute to conservation of our three 
cockatoos through locating nest sites and roosts and 
year-round sightings on what appears to be a rapidly 
increasing presence of Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo, a 
small residential population of Baudin’s Black-Cockatoo 
in Margaret River while most groups head north-
eastward for the winter, and a potentially contracting 
population of Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos as the south-
west forests deteriorate and contract with climate 
change.

Boyd Wykes

Carnamah, Inering Hills
3.5 hours drive north of Perth

Purpose built modern one bedroom self contained studio/cottage 
on working farm with fine views over the granite rocks. Wheatbelt 
and transitional woodland birds. Linen  supplied. Guided visit to 
key sites included.

2 nights, 2-3 people $275.00.
Other options for accommodation may be available. Please ask.
For more details + photos:

Pauline.Wittwer@bigpond.com 
or 0428 674 074. Farm: 9951 1225. 

www.facebook.com/wittwerfarmbirdwatchersaccommodation
Members of BirdLife WA and Land for Wildlife.

Your well behaved dog is welcome.
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Excursion to Hoffman Mill site, 12 April

it was a bright sunny autumn day as we set out 
for the Hoffman Mill site, one of our favourite 
birding	locations.	We	finally	made	it	there	after	an	
unbelievably bone rattling, corrugated journey over 
the gravel road. A quick check revealed that some 
dentures and tooth crowns were slightly unsettled, 
but not displaced. Nevertheless, we arrived safely 
and after a welcome morning tea, set off in several 
directions in search of our feathered friends, but they 
were not in abundance. After some collaboration our 
list of sightings was as follows:

Striated Pardalote, White-breasted Robin, New 
Holland Honeyeater, Grey Fantail, Australian Ringneck, 

Silvereye, Rufous Whistler, Laughing Kookaburra, Grey 
Currawong, Australian Raven and Western Gerygone.

Our next stop was at our favourite hills cafe, the Lake 
Brockman Caravan Park, at Logue Brook Dam, where 
over lunch we observed birds in the bird bath. Added 
to our list were White-Browed Scrubwren and Splendid 
Fairy-wren.

This completed our excursion and we headed for home 
after another enjoyable birding experience.

Judy Bonomelli

WHEATBELT-AvON BRANCH

The	first	committee	meeting	for	the	year	was	held	a	
couple of weeks ago, with the same members in the 
same positions as last year. We are always looking 
for new members for the committee so if you are 
interested please drop me a line. if enough interest is 
shown	then	elections	can	be	held	for	office	bearers.	
The meetings are held in Northam a couple of times a 
year.

This year we have arranged for four excursions rather 
than three, in part due to the favourable conditions 
in	the	Goldfields.		Apart	from	one	excursion	we	have	
allowed 2 – 3 days in pursuit of rarer birds and to 
cover all areas. it is important for planning that if you 
are interested in participating please advise me as 
soon as possible. Because our area is reasonably close 
the metropolitan area, there will be a good chance 
that Perth based birdwatchers could also attend the 
excursions.

Below are the excursions planned for 2014.

Excursions planned for 2014

Beacon (Mt Marshall Shire) 
30-31-08 – 01-09-2014 (3 days)

Meet at the Beacon Caravan Park at 1730 hrs, 
Friday 29 August. Please visit the Beacon website 
for details of the accommodation, which appears to 
be very satisfactory, and reasonably priced. They 
can be contacted on 0488 025 853. Beacon has a 
supermarket, and fuel supplies.

The area has a number of reserves, one of which is 
Billiburning Rock, which is not far from the Emu-proof 
fence. Possibilities at this location are Major Mitchell’s 
Cockatoo and the Malleefowl.

We intend to spend one day driving out to Payne’s 
Find, looking for the Grey Honeyeater, and Crimson 

and Orange Chats. if conditions are good, the 
wildflowers	in	this	area	are	stunning	at	this	time	of	the	
year.

Leaders:  John Masters and Max Howard

Boyagin Rock (Brookton Shire) 
21-09-2014 (1 day excursion)

The turnoff is situated 18 km from Brookton, along the 
Brookton Highway. Take the York-Williams Rd (left if 
travelling from Brookton, right if travelling from Perth) 
travel 10 km then turn left into Boyagin Rd. Travel 6.5 
km which will be the track into the rock. Meet at this 
location at 0830 hrs.

There has been 80 bird species recorded at this 
location and if there has been an average season the 
wildflowers	should	make	a	good	display.

Leaders: Cheryl and Alan Warburton

Wyalkatchem/Korrelocking 
25–26 -10 – 2014  (2 day excursion)

Meet at the Wyalkatchem Caravan Park at 1800 hrs 
Friday 24-10-2014. Accommodation in the town 
consists of the caravan park, bed and breakfast, and 
hotel/motel, all reasonably priced. For caravan park 
the contact number is 0427 814 042.

Excursions will mainly be at the old Korrelocking 
townsite, which is located about 11 km from the town 
and is about 360 ha in size. Over the years there 
have consistently been four raptor species (Spotted 
Harrier, Collared Sparrowhawk, Brown Goshawk and 
Little Eagle), nesting at this time in the area. We also 
envisage holding an evening excursion for night birds 
on the Saturday.

Leader:  Phil Lewis
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STAR SWAMP, 23 JANuARY

Star	Swamp	is	now	well	vegetated	after	the	fire	which	
occurred in March 2007. However, the White-winged 
Fairy-wrens and the Yellow-rumped Thornbills have 
not returned.

With 12 people we endeavoured to do the circuit 
before the sun was too high and birds stopped calling. 
For some reason, there was very little blossom which 
had a direct bearing on the honeyeaters not being 
seen.

The Rainbow Bee-eaters were quite active, having 
left their nests recently, as were Grey Fantails and 
Weebills.

The overall total came to 24 species by 0900.

Michael Hancock

LAKE GWELuP, 2 FEBRuARY

A good turnout of 23 members and seven 
visitors arrived at the lake in fairly mild 
conditions for what turned out to be a 
good morning’s birding. Water levels 
were just about right and the lake held 
good numbers of waterfowl; ten species 
were recorded, including unusually large 
numbers of Pink-eared Ducks.

Five raptor species were seen including a 
Little Eagle and a Swamp Harrier, which 
at one stage was being attacked by a pair 
of Australian Hobbies. We couldn’t quite 
make the big six-o, 59 species being seen 
with the notable absence of any Australian 
Ringnecks – where did they get to?

Highlight of the day was the sighting of four Tawny 
Frogmouths tucked up in a tree, peacefully sleeping 
the morning away.

At one point a snake was sighted and estimated to 
have been over a metre long, and if i remember 
correctly one was seen on this same excursion a year 
ago, so don’t forget; when birding near lakes watch 
out for snakes!

Peter White

PEEL iNLET, 9 FEBRuARY

Sixteen people met at Erskine Lakes to count 
waterbirds for the annual 2020 Shorebird Count and 

to ‘bird’ this excellent site. Our survey 
area included Erskine Lakes, Samphire 
Cove, Greenshank Cove, The Chimneys 
and Cormorant Lagoon near Mandurah 
Quay.

The number of trans-equatorial 
waders was low and included Common 
Greenshank, Common Sandpiper and at 
Samphire Cove the 12 Whimbrels were 
an excellent contrast to the Eastern 
Curlew striding along a sand bank.

Other interesting sightings were a Cattle 
Egret, Spotted Crake, Glossy ibis and 24 
Yellow-billed Spoonbills. We counted 733 
shorebirds.

Total count for the day was 71 species of 
birds.

Sue Abbotts

Country branches, ctd
it is the intention of the committee to eventually 
conduct excursions in all districts of the Wheatbelt, so 
if you have an excellent birding location, please let us 
know.

Look forward to seeing you somewhere in the bush.

Max Howard, Deputy Convener 
Wheatbelt Avon Branch, BirdLife Australia 

avon.hill@bigpond.com 
9574 2102

Excursion reports

Australian Hobby, 
Lake Gwelup. Photo 
by John McMullan

Juvenile Black-
winged Stilt, 
Yanchep Regional 
Park. Photo by 
Sandra Wallace
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BAiGuP WETLANDS, BAYSWATER, 
13 FEBRuARY

A feature of our mid-week walks is that more visitors 
seem to show up. Twelve members and ten visitors, 
including a group from France and Belgium joined 
us before the heat got too much. We managed to 
avoid all the commuters on pushbikes, and saw 50 
species. it could have been more as a crake was 
briefly	seen	but	not	identified,	and	the	(probably)	
variegated Fairy-wren 
was heard but not seen. 
Mistletoebirds were seen 
several times, a Black-
shouldered Kite obligingly 
hovered several times for 
a really good view and the 
Rufous Whistler dutifully 
appeared. Another regular, 
the Australian Hobby, 
perched with a mate at the 
top of the usual Norfolk 
island Pine. Although 
rapidly drying, there was 
still enough water for 
the usual complement of 
waterbirds. Bayswater 
Council are doing a great 
job of restoring and 
maintaining this site, which 
i am sure will continue to 
improve for birding over 
the years (see photos, p2 and 47).

Maris Lauva

GARvEY PARK PHOTOGROuP 
ExCuRSiON, 16 FEBRuARY

A small group of photographers gathered on a very 
pleasant, if a little cloudy, summer’s day. A walk 
along the river and into nearby bushland revealed 
a small collection of waterbirds and bushbirds. The 
most interesting area proved to be a walkway at the 
south-western corner of the park and close to the 
Tonkin Highway bridge. Here we found a Buff-banded 
Rail that was surprisingly camera friendly and some 
Mistletoebirds that were very camera shy. Along the 
nearby	drain,	two	participants	flushed	a	group	of	
about six Yellow-billed Spoonbills without managing 
a photo, while a nearby tree offered some fairly close 
shots of Striated Pardalotes (see photos, p47).

All participants agreed that it was a very pleasant 
outing.

Ian Wallace 

LAKE JOONDALuP, 22 FEBRuARY

We	finished	the	walk	north	of	Neil	Hawkins	Park	at	
10:30 am. After morning tea we travelled to Picnic 
Cove where we added another ten species to make a 
total of 68 for the morning.

The highlight was a Little Eagle (dark morph) seen 
being harassed by Australian Ravens and later by two 
Australian Hobbies. There was a total of six raptor 

species.

The water level was still 
high with mud banks just 
starting to appear. There 
were many small waders 
but not at close range.

Wayne Merritt

BuSSELTON 
CAMPOuT, 28 
FEBRuARY - 3 
MARCH 2014

A busy long weekend in 
Busselton but the vasse-
Wonnerup Estuaries, 
coasts and Tuart forest 

still provided us with plenty of birds. Low water levels 
meant a congregation of waders and several unusual 
species were spotted — Long-toed Stint, Pectoral 
Sandpiper, Ruddy Turnstone and Red Knot. in the 
reed-beds, both Spotless and Australian Spotted 
Crake were seen along with Buff-banded Rail. A 
water tank at the Cape Naturaliste Lighthouse was a 
draw-card for many bushbirds including Red-eared 
Firetails, White-breasted Robin and inland Thornbill 
while, although lacking in tropicbirds, splendid views 
of Southern Emu-wrens were had by many at nearby 
Sugarloaf Rock.

Weebills, gerygones and Western Yellow Robins were 
found in the Tuart forest and overhead numerous 
Rainbow Bee-eaters hawked for insects. A private 
wetland at Capel was a highlight with many ducks 
including our only Blue-billed, as well as Black-fronted 
Dotterels and White-fronted Chats.

Our	final	morning	at	Ambergate	Reserve	began	
spectacularly with a raptor display by Wedge-tailed 
and Little Eagles and a Black-shouldered Kite. Maris 
won the coveted bottle of Red Knot with 121 species 
predicted	in	a	tight	finish.	Many	thanks	to	Christine	
Wilder for calmly leading what turned out to be a 
large group to an array of such beautiful habitats and 
also to our hosts at the private wetland at Capel (see 
photo, p47).

Peter Taylor

Excursion reports, ctd

White-faced Heron, Tomato Lake. Photo by Ian 
Wallace 
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Excursion reports, ctd
KOGOLuP LAKE, 8 MARCH

On a very cloudy day 20 members visited Kogolup 
Lake and Swamp. The swamp was almost dry while 
the lake still had a good coverage of water. There 
was much excitement when Scarlet Robin, Western 
Spinebill, White-winged Triller and varied Sittella 
were all seen in the same tree! Of interest were 
two lorikeets sitting together, one being a Rainbow 
Lorikeet and the other a “Red-collared Lorikeet” (see 
photo, p36). Red-collared Lorikeet is a full species 
under the iOC but is treated as a subspecies by 
Christidis and Boles 2008 and BirdLife international. 
in total we saw 47 species or 48 if you follow the iOC 
taxonomy!

Robyn Pickering

YANGEBuP LAKE, 15 MARCH

On a beautiful, clear, still morning 19 members and a 
visitor walked around Yangebup Lake. The lake was 
still very full with very little beach showing. Everyone 
enjoyed	the	close	views	of	three	Whistling	Kites	flying	
above us. Highlights were Black-fronted Dotterel, Little 
Egret, Fan-tailed Cuckoo, and good views of Australian 
Reed-Warbler. We were surprised to see a Great 
Crested Grebe which is not often at Yangebup Lake. At 
the end of the walk we had seen 66 species.

Robyn Pickering

LAKE MONGER, CAMBRiDGE, 
20 MARCH

Stage One of Ecological Restoration happening at the 
lake did not impede 14 members and three visitors 
having a very successful morning viewing birds. 
Despite seeing no raptors we reached a total of 58 
bird species. Eleven duck species were found including 
Freckled Duck and a breeding plumaged male 
Chestnut Teal.

The	water	level	was	dropping	and	sufficient	mud	was	
present for Australian Spotted Crake and Buff-banded 
Rail. Black-fronted Dotterel have returned to the lake, 
along with Black-winged Stilt (see photos, pp2 and 
44).

All three grebe species were seen. There were 
numerous Little Black Cormorants and Little Pied 
Cormorants and Australasian Darters were seen along 
with Australian Pelicans and Yellow-billed Spoonbills. 
Two Cattle Egrets were seen near Eastern Great Egrets 
and	Little	Egrets,	so	the	differences	were	identified.

Several species of honeyeaters were seen and heard. 
So were Silvereyes and variegated Fairy-wrens. A 
great time was had by all. Many thanks to Sue Abbotts 
for carrying the telescope.

Claire Gerrish

ALFRED COvE, 23 MARCH

The freeway closure did not deter the northern 
members from attending the excursion to Alfred Cove. 
Twenty-two bird enthusiasts visited the cove on a 
very windy morning. Though most of the waders had 
already begun their migration north, members did 
see Grey Plovers on the sandbar with the numerous 
Australian Pied Oystercatchers.

Musk Ducks are increasing in numbers whereas the 
Grey	Teal	and	the	Pacific	Black	Duck	numbers	are	
declining. White-faced Heron, Eastern Great Egret, 
three tern species and four cormorant species were 
seen in the cove.

The bushbirds were quiet due to the strong winds, 
though the Rainbow Lorikeets were numerous.

The highlights of the morning were the raptor species. 
The Black-shouldered Kite was present and stayed 
around for some time allowing those with cameras 
to take many photos (see photos, pp41 and 47). The 
Eastern Osprey was seen hovering over the river.

The Australian Hobby we saw turned out to be a 
Peregrine	Falcon.	Members	did	have	a	fleeting	glance	
and we agreed that it was just that. ian Wallace and 
his camera proved us wrong with an excellent photo of 
the Peregrine Falcon and this species is unusual in the 
Melville region.

Bird call produced 37 species during the enjoyable 
morning.

Toni Webster

LAKE MEALuP, 30 MARCH

The later than usual start of 9:00 am seemed quite 
civilised and fortunately, it was not too late for the 
birds. Seventeen people joined the walk, led by David 
James. The lake area was looking very good with most 
of the typha having been removed and the resulting 
open water was host to large numbers of Black Swans, 
Yellow-billed Spoonbills and a variety of ducks. All 
three ibis species were recorded and there were some 
late waders still present, too, with small numbers of 
Common Greenshanks and Wood Sandpipers seen, 
along with Black-winged Stilts and Black-fronted 
Dotterels. Whiskered Terns were also noted hawking 
above the water.



Page 36 Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 150 June 2014

The four raptors that put in appearances were Swamp 
Harrier, Black-shouldered Kite, Whistling Kite and 
Wedge-tailed Eagle.

The surrounding woodlands were excellent value, too, 
with good views of Golden Whistler, Western Spinebill 
and Splendid Fairy-wren, as well as Rufous Whistler.

A total in excess of 50 species were recorded during 
the visit which was, as far as i could tell, thoroughly 
enjoyed by all.

The Preservation Society’s 
work is achieving excellent 
results in the rehabilitation 
of both the lake and the 
surrounding woodland 
areas — long may it 
continue.

Clive Nealon

WOODMAN POiNT 
JAEGER WATCH, 
5 APRiL

An amazing 29 people 
came to the see the 
annual passage of jaegers 
back to their breeding 
grounds in the Arctic. The 
morning was perfect for people but without a breath of 
wind, not a jaeger in sight. After viewing Grey Plovers, 
various cormorants and the antics of the Fairy Terns 
the call ‘jaeger!’ rang out. A distant Arctic Jaeger was 
chasing a Silver Gull. This was followed by a dark 
phase jaeger heading straight towards us and passing 
closely enough for the photographers. Some further 
distant	views	of	Arctic	Jaegers	and	then	finally,	on	the	
point, was another jaeger chasing a Silver Gull right 
to the beach in front of the platform. Review of the 
photographs later showed that the hoped for Pomerine 
Jaegers were both Arctic Jaegers.

When we were settling in for a coffee, seven quail 
were	flushed	from	the	nearby	grass	and	although	not	
identified	with	certainty,	were	probably	Brown	Quail.	
The number of bird species was 24 for the morning.

Sue Abbotts 

ASCOT WATERS, 10 APRiL

Fourteen members and two guests met to walk the 
circular track around this island in the Swan River. 
It	was	generally	quiet,	reflecting	the	dry	autumn	
and lack of blossom on the trees. White-cheeked 
Honeyeaters were common at the beginning of the 
walk and a pair of Rufous Whistler was seen. Three 
White-faced	Herons	flew	out	of	the	reeds	and	a	

swooping Brown Goshawk startled Laughing Doves out 
of a tree near us.

We	usually	manage	to	find	an	Australasian	Pipit	on	
the grass but were surprised by at least nine being 
present. A Buff-banded Rail showed as we packed up 
morning tea. A total of 38 species was seen.

Sue Abbotts

RAY MARSHALL 
PARK, 13 APRiL

Thirteen members turned 
up for this excursion 
along the scenic banks of 
the Swan River. Weather 
conditions were very good 
but the nearby, sometimes 
swampy area was 
completely dry. Despite 
this a total of 44 species 
was recorded including 
some great views of a 
pair of Red-capped Parrot 
checking out a possible 
nesting site and a Little 
Eagle soaring directly 
overhead.

The most unusual species 
of the day was Sulphur-crested Cockatoo. We found 
five	of	them	in	an	area	near	the	backyards	of	some	
houses. One of the locals told us that he regularly gets 
plenty of them feeding at his bird table so it seems 
that a reasonable colony has become established here 
(see photo, p2).

At weekends this is a popular place for family picnics, 
and by morning tea time a band was trying to play 
some	very	good	old	songs	and	the	area	was	filling	up	
with people. We early birders, however, had already 
seen the best of it.

Peter White

CREDO STATiON EASTER CAMPOuT, 
18-21 APRiL

Despite the distance from Perth and the sparseness of 
facilities, 41 people made the trek to the Department 
of Parks and Wildlife (DPAW) managed former pastoral 
station 100 km north of Coolgardie. This property is 
situated in the Great Western Woodlands and is one 
of the sites being surveyed regularly as part of a ten 
year BirdLife WA project.

Heavy	January	rainfall	had	filled	Rowles	Lagoon	for	the	
first	time	in	12	years	and	other	wetlands	we	visited	

Excursion reports, ctd

The subspecies Red-collared Rainbow Lorikeet, 
Kogolup Lake (see report, p35). Photo by John 
McMullan
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also had ample water. White-necked Herons were 
present after having seemingly abandoned the south-
west, as were many ducks including Freckled Duck, 
and other waterbirds. The bushbirds around Rowles 
Lagoon included Jacky Winter feeding young and Red-
capped Robin. Cane Grass Lagoon likewise boasted 
many waterbirds including Pink-eared Ducks and Grey 
Teal with chicks.

Highlights overall included Gilbert’s Whistler, Southern 
Scrub-robin, Hooded Robin and arid area honeyeaters 
such as Purple-gaped, White-fronted and White-eared 
Honeyeaters. Crested Bellbirds were everywhere. 
A demonstration of a Black-eared Cuckoo calling 
succeeded in calling one up! Everyone in that group 
had a good view. Redthroats were seen at the 
homestead dam and ularring Rock where we also 
saw Southern Whiteface. Emus were seen but only on 
the last day, and no shorebirds were seen at all. Our 
dawn chorus at the camp included Whistling Kite and 
Pied Butcherbird. The dam at the homestead revealed 
many birds (see photo, p2).

Ninety-two species were recorded (eight breeding), 
earning Allan Watson the bottle of wine for his wise 
estimate (the contents strangely evaporated that 
night.) A special mention is needed for Jenny and her 
toasted marshmallows.

None of this would have been possible without the 
effort Sue Abbotts put in to organise, ‘recce’ and run 
the weekend. Not only did she successfully marshal 
41 birders (without losing any), of necessity split 
into groups going to different places, but managed 
to organise the complete suite of Great Western 
Woodlands surveys required for this site thus 
achieving the project’s autumn objective.

Maris Lauva

CHEYNES BEACH, ANZAC WEEKEND 
CAMPOuT, 
25-27 APRiL

Of the 25 people attending the campout, about half 
had made the 800 km trek from the Easter campout 
at Credo Station. Ten people had also been involved in 
carrying out Great Western Woodland surveys on the 
way south.

Cheynes Beach was ideal after all the travelling as all 
the birds can be seen within 500 m of the caravan 
park. At dawn on Anzac day four enthusiasts went 
to watch the Noisy Scrub-bird run across the gravel 
track and at 0730 hrs the rest of us broke into two 
groups, some doing the 4 km sandy circuit out to Back 
Beach and others going up the hill from the caravan 
park along the paddock. As always there were various 
stories of success with the three ‘skulkers’ (Noisy 
Scrub-bird, Western Whipbird and Western Bristlebird) 

and near misses. The caravan park was full of people 
and birds. Red-winged and Splendid Fairy-wrens, 
Brush and Common Bronzewings, White-browed 
Scrubwrens, Red-eared Firetails, White-breasted 
Robins, Golden Whistlers and Carnaby’s Black-
Cockatoos could all be seen in the afternoon. The 
highlight of the afternoon was a Painted Button-quail 
outside Pam and George Agar’s camper, apparently 
unconcerned by photographers and many binoculars 
watching him making numerous circular platelets. 
At 1630 hrs we all staked out the Noisy Scrub-bird 
and almost all people saw it make a rather slow pass 
across the road — at least 2 seconds instead of the 
usual 0.7secs!

On Saturday most walked up the central track and the 
three ‘skulkers’ were notable by their almost complete 
absence, which was most disappointing. We did have 
good views of New Holland, White-cheeked and 
Tawny-crowned Honeyeaters. A few people were lucky 
enough to see the Western Whipbird during the day. 
in the afternoon we drove 7 km to the Waychinicup 
River looking for bushbirds and also found a White-
breasted Sea-Eagle and its huge nest. Despite 
overnight	rain,	many	people	went	for	a	final	walk	on	
Sunday morning and Western Bristlebirds were again 
clearly heard though not seen. Overall, a total of 68 
birds were seen.

Xenia Dennett and Sue Abbott 

Excursion reports, ctd

Brown-headed Honeyeater, Eyre 
(see report, p38). Photo by Carol 
Griffiths
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EYRE BiRD OBSERvATORY

Observatory reports

We have been surrounded by a plethora 
of honeyeaters (the dominant species 
at the moment seems to have shifted to 
the White-fronted Honeyeater) feasting 
on the plentiful nectar, but our number 
of notable or unusual sightings has been 
regrettably low.

Yellow-plumed Honeyeaters seem to be doing quite 
well in the Burnabbie area, along with a number of 
family groups of White-winged Fairy-wrens, on the Roe 
Plain, along the escarpment track east of Burnabbie.

Beach counts have been disappointing on the whole, 
with only a small number of Sanderlings, and later a 
small	flock	of	Red-necked	Stint,	adding	to	our	‘usual	
suspect’ list.

One exception, however, was visits to Twilight Cove 
where on one visit we were rewarded with a White-
bellied Sea-Eagle guarding his lunch, and the next, 
when	a	flock	of	almost	200	Crested	Terns	were	
observed at the water’s edge, the adults taking turns 
to	go	out	and	bring	back	small	fish	for	the	younger	
members	of	the	flock.

After a slow start, we have been able to locate a 
number of Chestnut Quail-thrush but, unfortunately, 
still no Malleefowl.

Other species have been a little more forthcoming, 
with	a	flock	of	100	or	so	Tree	Martins	seen	resting	
on	the	limestone	flats	near	the	Lookout	Walk	exit.	
A small group of varied Sittellas has made several 
appearances on the plain on the way to Raingauge 
Rockhole. Golden Whistlers have been showing up 
quite regularly, including the occasional visit to the 
birdbath.	Up	to	three	Sacred	Kingfishers	have	been	
making regular appearances at the birdbath, whilst 
feeding up on locusts and other insects.

On one trip leaving 
Cocklebiddy and 
heading back across 
the plain, we slowed 
to investigate a 
loud ruckus from 
the Yellow-throated 
Miners, to suddenly 
realize that an 
Australian Bustard 
was appearing from 
behind some mallee. 
Reaching excitedly 
for the binoculars 
and camera, we were 
amazed	to	see	five	
more following 
slowly behind, all 
seemingly staring 
skyward!

On our last Kanidal 
Beach Atlas count 
we saw 22 White-
faced Herons at Nine mile and 63 Red-necked Stints. 
One	had	an	orange	and	yellow	flag	on	its	left	leg.

A family of Mulga Parrots, two adults and two 
juveniles, were spotted coming back from Cocklebiddy. 
Nine Emus were seen along the track to Cocklebiddy; 
the seven young emus were very inquisitive and 
turned back towards the vehicle, giving us a great up-
close look at them all.

Another project at Eyre Bird Observatory in March was 
the installation of 15 new PvC Pygmy Possum tubes, 
as well as the refurbishment and installation of 10 of 
the remaining older wooden ones. All nests have had 
their GPS coordinates recorded, been photographed 
and also plotted onto a map (thanks, Bob Newell).

Hopefully the possums appreciate the effort and make 
good use of them.

Kirsty MacGregor and Gavin Pitman 
Volunteer Caretakers

My stay at the Eyre Bird Observatory, WA
We were just at the Eyre Bird Observatory. it was 
sooo fun! it's built in an old telegraph station, we slept 
there last night in the two bedrooms. it has a kitchen, 
lounge room/dining room/library, a deck with table 
and chairs. There is a compost drop toilet. it even 
has its own museum about the history of the station. 

White-bellied Sea-Eagle, 
Eyre (see also pp15, 37 
and 43). Photo by John 
Hanrahan

Australian Bustards, Cocklebiddy. Photo by 
Gavin Pitman and Kirsty MacGregor
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Observatory reports, ctd
There are four bird baths where the birds come to 
drink and bath themselves. There is a little hide where 
you quietly watch a bird bath.

The birds we saw were: New Holland Honeyeater 
(50), Australian Raven (6), Welcome Swallow (80), 
Tree Martin (30), Major Mitchell Cockatoo (20), Brush 
Bronzewing (5), Emu (1), Red-capped Plover(2), 
Pacific	Gull	(1),	Sacred	Kingfisher	(2),	White-browed	
Scrubwren (6), Spotted Pardalote (2), Spiny-cheeked 
Honeyeater (2), Singing Honeyeater (10), Purple-
gaped Honeyeater (3), White-eared Honeyeater (8), 
Red Wattlebird (3), White-browed Babbler (1), Golden 
Whistler (3), Grey Butcherbird (3), Willy Wagtail (3) 
and Silvereye (10).

i want to be an ornithologist, so it was a great 
experience.

Grace Heemstra age 11yrs 
From Narrabeen NSW

STIRLING RANGE RETREAT
Western Australia

Accommodation—Sites—Tours—Mountains
Escape to the Mountains

from mid-August to the end of October
Welcome to Spring!

A festival of daily orchid tours and 
bird tours.

9am Hidden Treasures Orchid and Wildflower Bus 
Tours.
The tour changes daily to visit orchid and wildflower hot spots. 
It departs at 9am every day from August 15th to October 31st 2014 
from Stirling Range Retreat’s office.

Tariff: $49 per person. Wildflower Book and Orchid List 
included. 
Capacity: 12 persons. Duration: Approximately 3 hours.  
Morning tea served.

8am and 3pm Hidden Treasures Dawn & Dusk 
Bird Walks.
See birds in stunning breeding plumage.
Walks depart at 8am & 3pm every day from September 7th to 
October 25th 2014 from Stirling Range Retreat’s office. 

Tariff: $20 per person. Binoculars and Bird List included.
Duration: 1.5 hours.

Walks are led by BirdLife volunteers, who also present “Birds of 
Stirling Range,” at 7pm on Sunday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 
nights. Tariff $4 per person.

100% of all tariffs for bird activities are donated to BirdLife for 
conservation of threatened species habitat.

More than 62 bird species nest here at the Retreat, or within easy 
walking distance during spring.

We look forward to seeing you.

Ayleen, Tony and Brian.

Drawing by Grace Heemstra.

Gavin White
Ph: 0448 975 586 

or Ph: 0406 280 183
For servicing and repairs to all 

makes of vehicles
Specialising in air conditioners, 

servicing and repairs
Collection and delivery service 

offered.

White Torque Pty Ltd
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Sunday 8 June: Victoria 
Reservoir, Canning Mills 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am in the car park 
beside the information board at 
the entrance to the dam. From 
Perth, travel east along Welshpool 
Road and Welshpool Road East to 
the T-junction at Canning Road, 
turn right and travel for about 400 
m to Masonmill Road. Continue 
along this road for about 600 m, 
following the signs to the dam past 
the rose nursery, to the entrance to 
the car park. We will follow several 
walking tracks down to the dam.

For members and the general public.

Leaders: John and Ruth Luyer

Thursday 12 June: Tom 
Bateman Reserve, Thornlie 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am beside the 
playground/sporting complex at 
the corner of Nicholson and Wilfred 
Roads (car park entry is off Wilfred 
Road).

We will look at a series of wetlands 
constructed to remove nutrients 
from water draining into the 
Canning River. We will also look at 
small bushland areas if they are 
accessible. Rubber boots may be a 
good idea, and insect repellent.

Bring morning tea to have while we 
do a combined bird list.

For members and the general 
public.

Leaders: George and Pam Agar

Saturday 14 June: Flynn Road, 
Mundaring 
Half/Full-day excursion

Meet at 9:00 am at the corner 
of Flynn Road and Great Eastern 
Highway, about 10 km past 

Sawyers valley or 1 km on the 
Perth side of The Lakes (the York 
turnoff). We will look at several 
areas of Wandoo woodland, where 
three species of robin are often 
seen, and sometimes Crested 
Shrike-tit. Wear wellingtons or 
other boots as we shall cross water. 
Bring morning tea that you can 
carry. Bring lunch if you would like 
to continue with us at a further 
area nearby.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Charles Merriam

Sunday 22 June: The 
Spectacles, Kwinana 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am in the car park in 
McLaughlan Road. Proceed along 
the Kwinana Freeway and turn right 
(west) into Anketell Road. Travel 
approximately 2 km then turn left 
into McLaughlan Road. A good 
variety of bushbirds including Grey 
Currawong can be found here.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Maris Lauva

Monday 23 June: Bold Park 
Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, 
Floreat 
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm

John DeJose, CEO of the Malleefowl 
Preservation Group. John is best 
known locally for his work at the 
Perth Zoo. He has returned to 
his ornithological roots to drive 
Malleefowl conservation for the 
MPG. Working on international 
agreements and national policies 
to improve the odds for the 
environment has sharpened his 
appreciation for the powerful 
role that ordinary people play in 
protecting nature.

Saturday 28 June: Serpentine 
National Park 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am at the junction of 
the South West Highway and Falls 
Road (the turnoff to Serpentine 
Falls). We will walk along a ridge 
overlooking Serpentine Falls and 
have views across the plain to the 
ocean. The bush in this area has 
both Marri and Wandoo and usually 
yields a good number of bird 
species.

For those who wish to extend 
the day, bring your lunch and we 
can explore Webb’s Lease near 
Jarrahdale.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Sue Abbotts

Sunday 29 June: Ocean Reef, 
Joondalup 
Photogroup activity

Meet on the lawn area below the 
main Ocean Reef Boat Harbour car 
park	at	8:30	am.	This	is	the	first	
car park off Boat Harbour Quay 
from Ocean Reef Road.

We hope to photograph variegated 
Fairy-wrens and White-winged 
Fairy-wrens in the coastal heath. 
Cormorants and terns are common, 
while	Pacific	Gull,	Eastern	Reef	
Egret, White-backed Swallow and 
Eastern Great Egret are sometimes 
found here. if we don’t see the 
fairy-wrens, we can move up to the 
beach car park, just past Shenton 
Avenue, where they are more 
easily found.

For members and guests only.

Leaders: Sandra and Ian Wallace

Important note re campouts
Members anticipating attending campouts must notify the BirdLife WA Office (9383 7749) of the number in their party 

and when they will arrive. 
if you are unsure, put your name down as you can always cancel.

An emergency contact number should also be provided in case of accident.

New members
Please let the leaders know that you are a new member and don’t hesitate to ask for assistance with bird sightings.

Coming events
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Coming events, ctd
Sunday 6 July: Jandakot 
Regional Park, Harrisdale 
(formerly Forrestdale) 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am at the second 
gate on Warton Road (on the left 
coming from Ranford Road). There 
is a very wide verge here which is 
firm	enough	for	parking.

This reserve has good tracks 
throughout with varied vegetation 
including wetland areas that may 
have some water in them if we get 
enough winter rain. Many bushbirds 
have been seen, including Scarlet 
Robin, Splendid Fairy-wren, 
Western Spinebill, White-browed 
Scrub-wren, Grey Shrike-thrush, 
Horsfield’s	and	Shining	Bronze-
Cuckoos, Red-capped Parrot and 
Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo. Wetland 
species are also a possibility, as are 
several species of raptor.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Debbie Walker

Thursday 10 July: Denis De 
Young Reserve, Banjup 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am on Gibbs Road 
about 200 m east of Boronia Road. 
From Armadale Road turn south 
into Liddelow Road and travel 
about 2.5 km before turning left 
into Gibbs Road. Continue about 
200 m past Boronia Road to 
where the power line crosses over 
Gibbs Road. We will meet here 
in the north-east corner of Denis 
De Young Reserve. We may see 
Elegant Parrot, Western Wattlebird, 
Dusky Woodswallow and a variety 
of bushbirds.

For members and the general 
public.

Leaders: George and Pam Agar

Saturday 12 July: Piesse Brook, 
Kalamunda 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 9:00 am at the junction of 
Hummerston Road and Schipp Road 
at the southern end of Kalamunda 
National Park. Take Mundaring Weir 
Road from Kalamunda and turn left 
into Hummerston Road. We should 

see Golden and Rufous Whistler, 
birds of prey and other bush-birds 
in a lovely valley.

For members and the general 
public.

Leader: Stella Stewart-Wynne

Saturday 12 July to Friday 18 
July – dates flexible 
Winter surveys in the Great 
Western Woodlands

See Notices for details.

Saturday 19 July: Wungong 
Gorge, Bedfordale 
Half-day excursion

Meet	at	8:30	am	at	the	first	car	
park for Wungong Dam at the 
end of Admiral Road, off Albany 
Highway. Over 90 species of birds 
have been recorded here including 
Red-eared Firetail, White-breasted 
Robin and Red-winged Fairy-wren.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Steve Burns

Saturday 26 July: Point Peron, 
Rockingham 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the furthest car 
park at Point Peron (ie, the one 
nearest to the Point). From 
Safety Bay Road turn into Point 

Peron Road until you reach a 
T-junction and turn left. Follow 
this road until it terminates at the 
furthest car park. We will look for 
a few seabirds offshore, so bring a 
scope if you have one, and warm, 
waterproof clothing in case it is 
wet and windy (this is usually the 
best time to see pelagic seabirds 
from shore). if it is quiet, we 
may continue on to nearby Lake 
Richmond.

For members and guests only.

Leaders: Robyn Pickering

Sunday 27 July: Whiteman 
Park, Swan 
Photogroup activity

Meet at 8:00 am at Car Park 23 
near the Dog Park, just off Mussel 
Pool Road in Whiteman Park. We 
will walk the Werillyiup Bush Trail in 
Whiteman Park, which goes around 
Horse Swamp. At this time of the 
year,	the	swamp	should	be	filled	
with water and surrounded by 
water meadows, attracting many 
bird species.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Jennie Stock

Monday 28 July: Bold Park 
Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, 
Floreat 
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm

Dr Hugh Finn will be speaking on 
the results of the Great Cocky 
Count 2014.

Sunday 3 August: Lightning 
Swamp, Noranda 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am at the gate in the 
SE corner of the bushland on Della 
Road. Lightning Swamp, part of 
Noranda Open Space, is an area 
of seasonal wetlands and banksia 
woodland. The area supports 
some waterbirds, and cormorants 
have bred here. The bushland 
supports a range of species, 
including some that are uncommon 
in smaller reserves, such as the 
Western Thornbill, Tawny-crowned 
Honeyeater and Red-capped Robin. 

Black-shouldered Kite, Alfred 
Cove (see report, p35). Photo by 
Ian Wallace
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Some areas will be restricted due 
to the presence of dieback.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Clive Nealon

Sunday 10 August: Bakers Hill 
Zoo Reserve, Northam Shire 
Full-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am at the corner of 
Berrybrow Road and Colongine 
Road, Bakers Hill. For people 
coming from Perth turn right onto 
Berrybrow Road from Great Eastern 
Highway in the Bakers Hill town 
site, just as you enter the town 
site.

This is a property of 820 acres of 
bushland which has been left to 
the Perth Zoo, and they would like 
surveys carried out.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Sue Abbotts

Wednesday 13 August: Little 
Rush Lake, Yangebup 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am near the 
playground on the western side of 
this small wooded lake. Little Rush 
Lake is part of the Beeliar Regional 
Park. Turn off North Lake Road into 
Osprey Drive, right into Dotterel 
Way, then right into Grassbird 
Loop. There is a path around the 
lake, and we should see plenty of 
waterbirds and bushbirds. Over 90 
species of birds have been seen 
here. Bring morning tea.

For members and the general 
public.

Leaders: John and Ruth Luyer

Saturday 16 August: Bibra 
Lake, Cockburn 
Half-day excursion

Meet	at	8:00	am	in	the	first	car	
park at the northern end of the 
lake off Progress Drive. Bibra Lake 
is a part of the Beeliar Wetlands 
chain and a large number of 
bushbirds and waterbirds can 
be seen here. Over 130 bird 

species have been recorded in this 
reserve. Bring water, hats, suitable 
footwear, etc.

For members and the general 
public.

Leaders:  Charles Merriam

Friday 22 August to Sunday 
24 August: Balijup, Tenterden 
Campout

Tenterden is 30 km north of 
Mount Barker and a wetland bird 
survey will be carried out over the 
weekend. 

Those wishing to attend must put 
their names/email on the list in the 
office	by	calling	9383	7749.

See notices for further information.

Leader: Nic Dunlop

Saturday 23 August: Wungong 
Gorge, Bedfordale 
Photogroup activity

Meet	at	8:30	am	in	the	first	car	
park on the left just past the entry 
boom gate at the end of Admiral 
Road, off Albany Highway. There 
should be a variety of bushbirds to 
photograph, most not far from the 
car park but the more adventurous 
people	may	hike	further	afield.

We will meet later for morning tea 
and possible viewing of images on 
a laptop.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Wendy Kenworthy

Sunday 24 August: Lake 
Gwelup, Stirling 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am in the car park at 
the corner of Stoneman Street and 
Huntriss Road, north of Karrinyup 
Road. We should see waterbirds 
and bushbirds, and raptors are 
often seen here. The lake dries 
up in summer, but it should be 
reasonable after some winter rain.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Claire Gairish

Monday 25 August: Bold Park 
Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, 
Floreat 
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm

Dr	Jessica	Lee,	Project	Officer	for	
the BirdLife Black cockatoo project, 
will speak on the Forest Black-
Cockatoo symposium held in June 
2014.

Saturday 30 August: Wambyn 
Nature Reserve, York 
Full-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am at the entrance 
to Wambyn Nature Reserve. Travel 
along Great Eastern Highway to 
The Lakes turnoff to York. Travel 
about 32 km along the Great 
Southern Highway and turn right 
at the sign “P 1 km” and park near 
the gate.

Bring morning tea and lunch. 
There is a good variety of 
bushbirds, including robins, 
Restless Flycatcher, Brown-
headed Honeyeater and Rufous 
Treecreeper.

For members and guests only.
Leader: Robyn Pickering

Saturday 30 August – Monday 
1 September (3 days) 
Beacon (Mt Marshall Shire)
See Country Branches, Wheatbelt 
Avon for further information

Sunday 7 September: Queens 
Park Regional Open Space, East 
Cannington 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am at the gate 
opposite 261 Station Street, East 
Cannington, halfway between 
Welshpool Road and Luyer Avenue. 
Station Street is closed at many 
points along its length so enter 
from Welshpool Road or Luyer 
Avenue.

The Friends of Queens Park 
Bushland will lead us through 
an area of natural Marri/Banksia 
bushland	containing	a	modified	
watercourse. The Friends have 
recorded 100 bird species in this 
area. The walk will take 2-3 hours 
but	is	on	mostly	flat	ground.

Coming events, ctd
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Coming events, ctd
For members and the general 
public.

Leader: Sian Mawson

Thursday 11 September: Alan 
Anderson Park, Walliston 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am at the car park 
near Alan Anderson Park between 
Lawnbrook and Pomeroy Roads, 
Walliston. it is easily accessed from 
Welshpool Road. This is a two-hour 
walk on fairly level terrain, covering 
34 ha. Sixty-four species of birds 
have been counted here.

For members and the general 
public.

Leader: Maris Lauva

Sunday 14 September: North 
Lake, North Lake 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am at the car park 
near the north end of Progress 
Drive. Coming from Perth on 
the Kwinana Freeway, take the 
Farrington Road exit going right 
towards Fremantle. Coming from 
the south, take the South Street 
exit going left towards Fremantle, 
turn left into Murdoch Drive and 
right into Farrington Road. Progress 
Drive	is	the	first	left	after	the	lights	
at Bibra Drive.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Wynton Maddeford

Monday 15 September to 
Sunday 21 September: Mount 
Gibson Wildlife Sanctuary 
survey

Australian Wildlife Conservancy 
(AWC) would like eight to ten 
volunteers to undertake an 
important bird survey at Mount 
Gibson. The purpose of the surveys 
is to collect baseline bird data 
within a proposed 6700 hectare 
feral proof fenced area. ideally, 
four teams of three people each 
would undertake the surveys 
over	a	four	to	five	day	period.	
volunteers need to have some 
experience of identifying dry land 
birds, be able to walk 2 km through 

thick scrub and an ability to use a 
GPS. About six surveys (3 morning 
and 3 afternoon) of 20 minutes 
each will be carried out each day 
by each team.

The turnoff to Mt Gibson Wildlife 
Sanctuary is 74 km north-east 
of Wubin along Great Northern 
Highway heading for Paynes Find. 
The homestead is 27 km from 
the main road. Two-wheel-drive 
vehicles are able to get into the 
sanctuary, but four-wheel-drives 
will be needed when moving 
around. Fill your fuel tank at 
Wubin. it will be warm during the 
day but can get cold at night.

The birdwatching is good for 
dry land species such as Major 
Mitchell’s Cockatoo, Southern 
Scrub-robin, Chestnut and 
Chestnut-breasted Quail-thrush, 
Mulga and Bourke’s Parrot, 
honeyeaters, Redthroat and 
Malleefowl.

in return, AWC will provide an AWC 
staff member for each team to 
assist with navigation to sites, fees 
will be waived for camping facilities 
and	the	five	dongas.	They	will	also	
provide a welcome speech and 
BBQ, as well as a farewell BBQ. 
volunteers will be taken to three 
other good bird locations on Mount 
Gibson if they wish. You will also 
have the rare opportunity to see 
the endangered Greater Stick-nest 
Rats which are being bred in a feral 
proof enclosure on the sanctuary.

Members only.

if you are able to assist with this 
survey	please	call	the	office	to	
register on 9383 7749.

Saturday 20 September: 
Victoria Reservoir, Canning 
Mills 
Half-day Photogroup excursion

Meet at 8:30 am outside the 
main entrance to the dam as the 
road and parking area inside is 
closed on weekends. From Perth, 
travel east along Welshpool Road 
and Welshpool Road East to the 
T-junction at Canning Road, turn 
right and travel for about 400 
m to Masonmill Road. Continue 
along this road for about 600 m, 

following the signs to the dam past 
the rose nursery, to the entrance to 
the dam.

You can photograph a range of 
bushbirds on any of the walking 
tracks from the car park to the dam 
and surrounds and we will meet 
afterwards to share images over 
morning tea. You can also choose 
to continue on later to a second 
location close by to photograph 
some Red-browed Finch.

For members and guests only.

Leaders: Ian and Sandra Wallace

Sunday 21 September: 
Karakamia Sanctuary, Chidlow 
Full-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am at the car park 
at the visitor’s Centre. Drive east 
along Great Eastern Highway 
through Mundaring and Sawyers 
valley. Turn left into Old Northam 
Road at the sign for Chidlow. 
Turn left into Northcoate Road 
past the Chidlow oval and then 
first	right	past	the	primary	school	
into Lilydale Road. Karakamia is 
4.25 km down Lilydale Road on 
the left hand side. Please follow 
the instructions at the gate to 
obtain access. in order to ensure 
Karakamia’s predator free status, 
please remember to allow the 
gates to close completely behind 
you before moving on when both 
entering and exiting. The visitor 

Chestnut Quail-thrush, Eyre 
(see report, p38). Photo by 
Gavin Pitman and Kirsty 
MacGregor
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centre and parking is located about 
1 km up the gravel drive. Allow one 
hour to drive from Perth city.

Karakamia is owned by the 
Australian Wildlife Conservancy 
(AWC) and we will carry out some 
bird surveys and there may be 
rare mammals about, too. AWC 
members will be joining us and 
a sausage sizzle lunch will be 
provided.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Andrew Hobbs

Monday 22 September: Bold 
Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes 
Dr, Floreat 
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm

Guest speaker to be advised.

Sunday 28 September: Bickley 
Brook, Orange Grove 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am in the Hardinge 
Park public car park, Hardinge 
Road. There are a limited number 
of bays. Red-browed Finch, Red-
eared Firetail, Southern Emu-wren, 
and a reasonable range of other 
bushbirds have been recorded on 
previous excursions to the area.

Participants may wish to take 
advantage of the free gas 
barbecues which are provided 
(from 8:00 am to sunset) at the 
conclusion of the walk.

For members and the general 
public.

Leader: Steve Burns

Sunday 21 September: Boyagin 
Rock (Brookton Shire) 
Full-day excursion

See Country Branches, Wheatbelt 
Avon for further information.

Saturday 27 to Monday 29 
September: Queen’s Birthday 
campout at Cherry Tree Pool, 
near Kojonup

From Perth, travel south on Albany 
Highway and turn left into Cherry 
Tree Pool Road, which is about 15 
km north of Kojonup. Travel to the 
T junction at the end of the road 
and turn left, cross the creek and 
the camp is on the left. You should 
see a sign that points to ‘camp’.

There are toilets, water and power 
on site and plenty of room for 
caravans and tents. There will be a 
BBQ on Saturday night; BYO food 
and drinks.

People will be welcome from Friday 
night onwards. A charge of $10 
per person for the campout will 
be made to defray cost involved. 
The campout will be limited to 25 
people.

About 130 species of birds have 
been recorded in the area and 
there were many species nesting 
when we last visited this site in 
2008.

For members and guests only.

Leaders: Wayne Zadow and David 
Secomb

Saturday 27 September to 
Monday 29 September: Frank 
Hann National Park campout 
surveys, Shire of Mount 
Marshall with extension to Peak 
Charles National Park to 3rd 
October

Frank Hann and Peak Charles 
National Parks are 500 km from 
Perth, 140 km from Esperance 
and within the Great Western 
Woodlands (GWW). Both parks 
are well known for the variety of 
their	wildflowers	and	their	bird	life.	
Being mid-spring, there should be 
good	wildflowers,	along	with	a	good	
variety of birds. Last year’s write 
up for the GWW surveys appears 

on page 16 of the December 
2013 edition of WA Bird Notes 
and includes a full bird list for 
that survey. The list includes Shy 
Heathwren, Southern Scrub-robin, 
Rufous Fieldwren, White-fronted 
Honeyeater and Black Honeyeater.

This is a remote area with no 
facilities. Everyone will need to 
be	completely	self	sufficient	for	
food, water and fuel. The roads are 
unsealed and can be quite rough. 
in addition, we will be travelling 
along typical bush tracks which 
are likely to have surrounding 
and overhanging vegetation, and 
4WD will be essential. Participants 
are urged to bring GPS units 
and uHF radios (handheld or in-
vehicle) if they have them, and a 
whistle for each person is highly 
recommended.

The nearest town is Lake King, 40 
km by road from the camp area. 
it has a small general store, a 
tavern and a 24 hour unmanned 
fuel pump. Make sure you carry 
sufficient	fuel	and	water.

The campout will commence with 
a	briefing	on	Friday	evening.	The	
campsite is adjacent to a rocky 
outcrop near the eastern end of 
Frank Hann National Park.

Those unfamiliar with bird 
surveying will be shown how to 
carry out standard bird surveys 
and will participate in some 
surveys over the weekend to gain 
experience. However, we will also 
be spending a good part of the 
weekend bird- watching.

For those interested, we will be 
continuing on for three to four 
days to complete surveys in the 
Frank Hann National Park and 
then move camp to Peak Charles 
for general birdwatching and to 
complete the series of bird surveys 
in that area. With a limit of 10 to 
12 participants, those being able to 
extend	their	stay	will	be	given	first	
opportunity to attend the campout.

Those wishing to attend the 
campout please call or visit the 
office	(9383	7749)	to	put	your	
name and email/address on the 
list as usual, and indicate whether 
you are interested in the extended 
period and if you have a 4WD 

Coming events, ctd

Immature Black-fronted 
Dotterel, Lake Monger (see 
report, p35). Photo by Sandra 
Wallace
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or uHF radio. Further details, 
including detailed instructions on 
how to get to the camping area, 
will be emailed/posted closer to the 
time.

For members and guests only.

Leaders:  Andrew and Jill Hobbs

Wednesday 1 October to 
Saturday 4 October: campout at 
Chingarrup, Jerrumungup

Chingarrup is a Gondwana Link 
property near Boxwood Hill, 60 km 
east of Borden.

Those wishing to attend must put 
their names/email on the list in the 
office	by	calling	9383	7749.

See notices for further information.

Leader: Nic Dunlop

Saturday 25 – Sunday 26 
October: Wyalkatchem/
Korrelocking 
2–day excursion

See Country Branches, Wheatbelt 
Avon for further information.

Sunday 2 November: Photo-
twitch

How many bird species can you 
photograph recognisably in eight 
hours? You must enter as an 
individual but you may want to 
travel with some friends. More 
details in the September edition of 
WA Bird Notes.

Saturday 13 to Sunday 14 
December: Twitchathon

Start organising your team of two 
to	five	people	for	the	24	hour,	12	
hour or arm chair Twitchathon!!! 
More details in the September 
edition of WA Bird Notes.

Coming events, ctd

Crossword No. 19, 
answers
ACROSS
5 world, 7 intertidal, 8 loses, 11 spiny, 12 branch, 13 sandy, 15 
Neophema, 16 reeds, 19 taxonomy, 20 answer, 22 McLarty, 
23 omen, 24 red, 25 captivity.

DOWN
1 end, 2 crown, 3 wind, 4 waterhole, 6 disc, 9 scheme, 10 
spinifex, 13 sanctuary, 14 yearn, 16 remnant, 17 diary, 18 
crane, 21 sooty.

Australasian Darter fledgling, 
Tomato Lake. Photo by Ian 
Wallace

During January this year, Ian 
sent in photos of a darter’s nest 
at Tomato Lake. Recently, he 
saw all three fledglings in a 
tree close to the tree where the 
nest had been. It seems that the 
parents have been successful. 
This photo is of one of the 
fledglings.

Advertising rates in 
Western Australian Bird Notes

(subject to change without notice)

Full colour (A4 page size): $200.00 one-off, or
$150.00 per page 
if placed in four 
consecutive issues

Black-and-white: ¼ page: $35.00
½ page: $55.00
A4 page $100.00

Western Spinebill, 
Esperance. Photo 
by Dusty Millar



Page 46 Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 150 June 2014
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national office with your membership application.
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                                                           Postcode

Phone (h)                                                (w)

Email

WABN subscription rates per annum
(please cross out whichever is inapplicable)

 WA and Interstate Members $20.00
 Overseas Members $30.00

Note: WABN subscription is only available with a BirdLife Australia 
membership. For membership rates, contact BirdLife Australia.

Payment details
I enclose a cheque/money order payable to ‘BirdLife Australia’
OR

Debit my   Mastercard  o                         Visa o
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......../.........                        ....................................................................
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.......................................................................
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Post to: BirdLife Australia Membership
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Calendar of events
Sun 8 Jun: victoria Reservoir, Canning Mills, Half-day 

excursion
Thu 12 Jun: Tom Bateman Reserve, Thornlie, Half-day 

excursion
Sat 14 Jun: Flynn Road, Mundaring, Half/Full-day 

excursion
Sun 22 Jun: The Spectacles, Kwinana, Half-day excursion
Mon 23 Jun: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, 

Floreat, Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Sat 28 Jun: Serpentine National Park, Half-day excursion
Sun 29 Jun: Ocean Reef, Joondalup, Photogroup activity
Sun 6 Jul: Jandakot Regional Park, Harrisdale (formerly 

Forrestdale), Half-day excursion
Thu 10 Jul: Denis De Young Reserve, Banjup, Half-day 

excursion
Sat 12 Jul: Piesse Brook, Kalamunda, Half-day excursion
Sat 12 Jul to Fri 18 Jul	–	dates	flexible:	Winter	surveys	

in the Great Western Woodlands
Sat 26 Jul: Point Peron, Rockingham, Half-day excursion
Sun 27 Jul: Whiteman Park, Swan, Photogroup Activity
Mon 28 Jul: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, 

Floreat, Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Sun 3 Aug: Lightning Swamp, Noranda, Half-day 

excursion
Sun 10 Aug: Bakers Hill Zoo Reserve, Northam Shire, 

Full-day excursion
Wed 13 Aug: Little Rush Lake, Yangebup, Half-day 

excursion
Sat 16 Aug: Bibra Lake, Cockburn, Half-day excursion
Fri 22 Aug to Sun 24 Aug: Campout at Balijup, 

Tenterden
Sat 23 Aug: Wungong Gorge, Bedfordale, Photogroup 

activity
Sun 24 Aug: Lake Gwelup, Stirling, Half-day excursion
Mon 25 Aug: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, 

Floreat, Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Sat 30 Aug: Wambyn Nature Reserve, York, Full-day 

excursion
Sat 30 – Mon 1 Sep (3 days): Beacon (Mt Marshall 

Shire), campout
Sun 7 Sep: Queens Park Regional Open Space, East 

Cannington, Half-day excursion
Thu 11 Sep: Alan Anderson Park, Walliston, Half-day 

excursion
Sun 14 Sep: North Lake, North Lake, Half-day excursion
Mon 15 Sep – Sun 21 Sep: Mount Gibson Wildlife 

Sanctuary survey
Sat 20 Sep: victoria Reservoir, Canning Mills, Half-day 

Photogroup excursion
Sun 21 Sep: Karakamia Sanctuary, Chidlow, Full-day 

excursion
Sun 21 Sep: Boyagin Rock (Brookton Shire): Full-day 

excursion
Mon 22 Sep: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Dr, 

Floreat: Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Sun 28 Sep: Bickley Brook, Orange Grove, Half-day 

excursion
Sat 27 – Mon 29 Sep: Queen’s Birthday campout at 

Cherry Tree Pool, near Kojonup
Sat 27 Sep – Mon 29 Sep: Frank Hann National Park 

campout surveys, Shire of Mount Marshall with 
extension to Peak Charles National Park to 3rd Oct

Wed 1 Oct – Sat 4 Oct: campout at Chingarrup, 
Jerrumungup

Sat 25 – Sun 26 Oct: Wyalkatchem/Korrelocking, 2-day 
excursion

Sun 2 Nov: Photo-twitch
Sat 13 – Sun 14 Dec: Twitchathon
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Members	in	the	field

Above left: Baigup bird walk, 13 February (see report, p33). Photo by John McMullan 
Above centre: Vasse River delta, Busselton, 1 March (see report, p34). Photo by Alan Watson
Above right: The new generation birder. Photo by Sandra Wallace

On a recent trip to the Pilbara, Pauline Arnold took the above photos (L-R): Yellow-throated Miner at 
Dampier. Zebra Finch, White-plumed Honeyeater  and White-breasted Woodswallow at Point Samson.

Buff-banded Rail (left) and Little Pied Cormorant, 
Garvey Park (see report, p33). Photos by Ian 
Wallace

Peregrine Falcon, 
Alfred Cove (see 
report, p35). Photo by 
Toni Webster

Juvenile Black-
shouldered Kite, 
Vasse Estuary. 
Photo Marco Groot

Photography group
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Nankeen Night Heron, Herdsman Lake. Photo by 
Sandra Wallace

Chestnut Teal, Lake Monger. Photo by John 
McMullan

Glossy Ibis, Herdsman 
Lake. Photo by Pauline 
Arnold

Red-eared Firetail, Esperance. 
Photo by Dusty Millar

Banded Lapwing, Stirling. Photo 
by Sandra Walace


