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Front cover:  Spotted Pardalote seen feeding its young at Ellis Brook on 14 September. Photo by Pauline 
Arnold

Australasian Pipit, Bootine Road (see report, page 38). Photo 
by Barry Heinrich

Beach Stone-curlew on the Sandalwood 
Peninsula (see report, page 4). Photo by 
Dan Weller

Figure 1: Hooded Plover distribution map (northern and eastern extremes) 
See Hooded Plover report, page 20

Refer Notice on Banded Stilt request, page 33.
(Far left) Banded Stilt, banded and (left) 
Banded Stilt chicks, banded. Photos by Zoe 
Jellie
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Juvenile Bar-tailed Godwit, Eyre 
Bird Observatory (see report, p43). 
Photo by Alan Pilkington

(Above) Australian Shelduck 
ducklings, and (below) Musk 
Duck, Bibra Lake (see report, 
p38).  Photos by Barry Heinrich
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North West Cape welcomes shorebirds
IDENTIFyING HABITAT AND 
BuILDING CONSErvATION 
CAPACITy

North-western Western Australia supports some of the most 
important congregations of migratory shorebirds in Australia. 
While the importance of sites such as the ramsar-listed 
roebuck Bay and Eighty Mile Beach are well documented, 
other sites along the often remote coast are lesser known. 
In October and November 2012, a team of BirdLife 
Australia staff and volunteers, Department of Parks and 
Wildlife (DPaW, formerly DEC, Department of Environment 
and Conservation) personnel and members of the local 
community embarked on an expedition to investigate the 
importance of the Ningaloo and Exmouth Gulf coast and 
islands to shorebirds. This project was made possible 
through funding from Coastwest.

The Exmouth Gulf is one of the largest embayments along 
the Western Australian coast. Much of the gulf is dominated 
by	dense	mangroves	and	mudflats	backed	by	extensive	
supratidal	saltflats.	The	north-western	shore	is	used	
intensively throughout the year for recreation, while the 
islands and southern and eastern shores receive relatively 
low	visitation,	mostly	from	campers	and	fishers.	The	
‘Exmouth Gulf Mangroves’ was designated as an Important 
Bird Area after an ornithological survey of the eastern coast 
identified	that	the	area	supports	over	1	per	cent	of	the	
world population of the migratory Grey-tailed Tattler and the 
resident Australian Pied Oystercatcher.

The Ningaloo World Heritage Area coastline runs parallel 
to Ningaloo reef, Australia’s largest fringing reef. It is 
characterised by sandy beaches, rocky benches or low 
limestone cliffs, sometimes with a sloping beach, intertidal 
rock platform and limited patches of mangroves and 
mudflats.	Seabirds	and	shorebirds	are	recognised	as	
ecological values of the Ningaloo Marine Park, and one of 
the long-term management targets of the site is ‘no loss 
of seabird, shorebird and migratory wader diversity or 
abundance as a result of human activity in the reserves’ 
(CALM 2005).

While the 
value of 
these sites 
to shorebirds 
had been 
recognised, 
limited data 
was available 
and large 
sections of 
the coast 
and islands 
had not been 
surveyed. 
The ‘North 
West Cape 
Welcomes 
Shorebirds’ 
project aimed 
to provide 
a complete 
survey of 
shorebirds 
in the 

Exmouth Gulf and to identify key coastal bird habitat within 
the Ningaloo Marine Park. In this way it could address 
knowledge gaps as well as inform management needs by 
identifying pressures in this area, where there is a growing 
local and tourist population and increasing activity from 
industrial development. Before mitigation strategies can be 
implemented, it is necessary to raise awareness among the 
community and land managers about the conservation issues 
surrounding shorebirds. Providing the community and land 
managers with knowledge to manage and monitor these 
habitats will foster local understanding and engagement and 
build skills to enhance local capacity to monitor and protect 
shorebirds. Therefore the project also included training and 
awareness-raising designed to foster community involvement 
in both the shorebird surveys and the protection of their 
habitat.

results
Both aerial and ground surveys were undertaken. results of 
the surveys include:

•	 20 235 coastal birds (shorebirds, seabirds, waterbirds, 
marine birds of prey) of 57 species observed, including 
13 012 shorebirds of 27 species.

•	 Exmouth Gulf and islands met International Site of 
Significance	criteria	(supporting	over	1	per	cent	of	the	
Flyway population) for Grey-tailed Tattler and Pied and 
Sooty Oystercatchers.

•	 A	further	11	species	met	National	Site	of	Significance	
criteria (supporting over 0.1 per cent of the Flyway 
population) — Bar-tailed Godwit, Common Greenshank, 
Eastern Curlew, Great Knot, Greater Sand Plover, 
Lesser Sand Plover, red-necked Stint, ruddy Turnstone, 
Sanderling, Terek Sandpiper and Whimbrel.

•	 32 species (including 21 shorebirds) listed as migratory 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act 1999) were recorded; 
Fairy Tern was the only species listed as threatened 
(vulnerable) under the EPBC Act.

Locals Genavieve and Scott 
surveying shorebirds at Bundega. 
Photo by Kim Onton

Breakfast with the birds at Cape Range National 
Park (see also p2). Photo by Leanne Reaney
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•	 Eight species listed under Schedule 1 of the Wildlife 
Conservation (Specially Protected Fauna) Notice 2012(2) 
(WA) — Bar-tailed Godwit, Curlew Sandpiper, Eastern 
Curlew, Fairy Tern, Great Knot, Greater Sand Plover, 
Lesser Sand Plover and red Knot.

•	 Five species are also listed under the IuCN red List 
of Threatened Species (IuCN 2013) — Beach Stone-
curlew (Near Threatened), Eastern Curlew (vulnerable), 
Great Knot (vulnerable), Black-necked Stork (Near 
Threatened) and Fairy Tern (vulnerable).

•	 All major habitat types were sampled during the 
survey, including sandy beaches and spits, rocky 
shores,	mangroves,	tidal	creeks,	mudflats	and	saltflats,	
representing habitats used by different species.

•	 Pied Oystercatchers, Crested Terns, Caspian Terns, Pied 
Cormorants and Ospreys were recorded nesting.

Shorebird workshops were held for both DPaW personnel and 
members of the local community, involving a presentation 
followed	by	a	field	trip	to	Bundegi.	BirdLife	Western	
Australia’s Community Education Committee presented a 
school program to science students at the Exmouth District 
School,	involving	a	presentation	and	a	field	trip	to	identify	
birds within the school grounds. Educational materials were 
developed to target both a local and visiting audience to 
raise awareness about the value of the area to shorebirds 
and ways to minimise their environmental impact.

Many thanks to everyone involved in this successful project, 
including	Coastwest	for	its	financial	support.	A	report	has	
been prepared for the Department of Parks and Wildlife 
(formerly DEC), summarising the results and providing a 
recommended future long-term monitoring protocol for 
shorebirds of the Ningaloo and Exmouth Gulf coast and 
islands. A team of local Exmouth bird enthusiasts has been 

formed, including 12-year-old Genavieve who has already 
started monitoring her local count site at Bundegi. Future 
surveys will be embedded in the Shorebirds 2020 program 
and conducted to the national standard to allow comparison 
with other shorebird sites.

References

CALM (2005). ‘Management Plan for the Ningaloo Marine 
Park and Muiron Island Marine Management Area 
2005-2015, Management Plan No. 52’. (Department of 
Conservation and Land Management: Perth).

IuCN (2013). The IuCN red List of Threatened Species. 
version 2013.1. Accessed online 14 August 2013. http://
www.iucnredlist.org.

Kim Onton, Golo Maurer and Dan Weller

The Exmouth Gulf survey team. Photo by 
Chantelle Coote

Letters to the Editors
Dear Editors

1)  Blue-winged Kookaburras feeding at night. We recently 
camped for one night in Pannawonica at the intriguing little 
camp ground at the town’s oval. It has only four powered 
sites and is situated right next to the sports ground with 
a	road	on	the	other	side.	The	flood	lights	around	the	field	
remained on until 9 pm each night. About six Blue-winged 
Kookaburras made use of this extended daylight by sitting 
on	vantage	points	around	the	field	and	swooping	down	onto	
insects easily visible on the grass below. An interesting 
example of commensalism!

2)  Alan Galbraith. I was saddened to read of Alan Galbraith’s 
passing as I have always enjoyed his Naming of Birds 
column.

Some comments about his column in the June magazine: 
In the latest one he states that the Latin name for the 

Masked Lapwing — miles — meaning soldier — is derived 
from the carpal spur which gives the bird an armoured 
appearance. In my experience the spur is not obvious at 
all. Another explanation is that the facial wattles on the head 
of the lapwing are reminiscent of an old roman helmet — 
the sort that covers the forehead, cheeks and has a nose-
piece coming down the nose which seems a more obvious 
derivation.

In his explanation of the name ‘godwit’ he concludes that 
it comes from a word that “God only knows”. I have always 
understood it to be an onomatopoeic rendition of the two 
note	call	of	the	godwit	which	some	field	guides	describe	as	
‘wika wika’.

Libby McGill
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Observations
This list has been compiled by the WA 
Records	Officer	with	input	from	the	
WA records Committee. Metropolitan 
suburbs or shires are in parentheses. 
Please report interesting observations 
to	the	WA	Records	Officer,	John	Graff	
(wasightings@birdlife.org.au) or to 
the	BirdLife	WA	office	(9383	7749).	
Sightings are included on the BirdLife 
WA sightings page (http://birdswa.org.
au/sightings.htm) as soon as possible, 
and the most interesting are selected 
for inclusion in the next WABN.

Highlights

A relatively quiet period, at least in 
terms of major rarities, as is often 
the case in winter and early spring. 
The most unusual records near Perth 
were a Kelp Gull seen well by several 
observers over several days at Nairns 
on Peel Inlet and the bedraggled 
remains of a Light-mantled Sooty 
Albatross found at Leighton Beach. 
In the south-west, a dark-headed gull 
considered by the observers to be 
Franklin’s was seen on the foreshore 
at Esperance. In the north, a Grey 
Wagtail was seen about 120 km east 
of Broome during a fauna survey; still 
a good record although this species 
is now an almost annual visitor to the 
north of the state.

Inland waterbird species continued to 
appear outside of their usual range, 
and in higher numbers than usual. Most 
notable of these were Freckled Ducks, 
good numbers of which continued to 
be reported around the Perth area. 
More impressively, well over 1000 
were reported from Broome, a very 
high count for anywhere in Australia 
and even more exceptional in Broome 
where the species is a rare visitor. A 
count in excess of 1900 was received 
as this draft was being prepared, and 
will be included in the next edition. 
In addition to Freckled Ducks, Black-
tailed Native-hens are still present 
in the south-west, remaining since an 
irruption that began well over a year 
ago, with a report of breeding on the 
outskirts of Perth near Ellenbrook. 
White-necked Herons and Red-
kneed Dotterels also continued to 
be seen in higher than usual numbers 
in the south-west. Black Kites were 
also seen south of their usual range, 
continuing on from records published in 
the previous edition, whilst a Letter-
winged Kite near Broome was also a 
likely disperser from the inland.

Winter seabirding also provided some 
highlights, with a dark morph Soft-
plumaged Petrel logged on a pelagic 
trip off Perth, Wandering Albatross 
and large numbers of Hutton’s 

Shearwater were reported passing 
Cape Naturaliste in September, and 
northern waters also got in on the act 
with a Matsudaira’s Storm-Petrel 
seen 45 km off Broome. Storms also 
took their toll — in addition to the 
Light-mantled Sooty Albatross, 
an adult Southern Giant-Petrel 
was found alive in a backyard south 
of Perth, and even more unusually, 
a Little Shearwater was found 
alive near Merredin, several hundred 
kilometres from the coast — 
unfortunately, it did not survive.

CLArIFICATION: In the previous 
edition of WABN, we reported a Long-
tailed Jaeger seen off Albany as the 
first	record	for	WA	pelagic	trips	—	this	
referred to the trips run by BirdLife 
WA from Perth (Hillary’s) and Albany. 
Long-tailed Jaegers have been reported 
offshore from WA on other boat trips, 
such as boat trips to Ashmore reef.

METrOPOLITAN (uBD 
Street Directory)
Freckled Duck – up to 25, 20/07-

05/10/13, Herdsman Lake 
(Herdsman) – NJ, SN et al. * 12, 
20/07/13, Alfred Cove (Attadale) 
– MB * up to 41+, 22/07-
07/08/13, Lake Joondalup South 
(Woodvale) – rP, MP et al. * up to 
15+, 22/07-24/08/13, Bibra Lake 
(Bibra Lake) – JB, AS et al. * up to 
8, 05-28/09/13, Lake Claremont 
(Claremont) – KM, DB et al. * up 
to 16, 29/09-13/10/13, North Lake 
(North Lake) – PW, WM et al. * 55, 
16/10/13, Kogolup Swamp (Beeliar) 
– MB (high counts for recent years)

Mute Swan – 1, 21/07/13, Mount 
Brown Lake (Henderson) - DMH 
(see also WABN 146; origins still 
unknown, possibly from Northam 
population)

LIGHT-MANTLED SOOTY 
ALBATROSS – 1 beachwashed 
(dead), 31/08/13, Leighton 
Beach (North Fremantle) – JBe 
(very rarely reported in Western 
Australia)

Southern Giant-Petrel – 1 adult - 
found alive and taken into care, 
18/09/13, backyard (San remo) 
– CL (adults rarely reported in 
Western Australia)

Soft-plumaged Petrel – 1 dark 
morph, 04/08/13, BWA Pelagic Trip 
off Hillarys – JG et al. (dark morph 
uncommon)

Spotted Harrier – 1, 10-23/07/13, 
Bibra Lake (Bibra Lake) – HF, 
JB & AS * 1, 04/08/13, Mundy 
regional Park (Lesmurdie) – SK 
* 1, 23/08/13, Stark Bay area 
(rottnest Island) – MB (rare in the 
metropolitan area; very few records 
for rottnest)

Black-tailed Native-hen – 51, 
08/09/13, yanchep National 
Park (yanchep) – CN * breeding, 
12/10/13, The vines Country Club 
(The vines) – WM (high count 
for the south-west, breeding 
rarely reported near Perth; recent 
irruption, smaller numbers still 
present at other locations)

KELP GULL – 1 juvenile, 27-30/07/13, 
Nairns (Coodanup) – CL et al. (very 
rare in Western Australia, especially 
on the west coast)

Gull-billed Tern – 1, 05/10/13 and 
1, 10/10/13 (different individuals), 
Nairns (Coodanup) – CL (rare in 
the south-west, more commonly 
reported in the past few years)

Southern Emu-wren – 4, 11/07/13 
and 2, 21/07/13, Mundy regional 
Park (Lesmurdie) – JB & AS (few 
recent reports from Perth Hills)

SOuTH WEST (Shark Bay to 
Cape Arid)
Freckled Duck – 124, 24/08/13, 

Corackin Swamp (Katanning) – DSe 
* 8, 28/08/13, ruabon Wetlands, 
c. 10 km east of Busselton 
(Busselton) – KW & CF (high counts 
for recent years)

Plumed Whistling Duck – up to 12, 
05-06/10/13,	flooded	paddock	on	
york-Beverley road at york (york) 
– PT, FO et al. (well south of usual 
range)

Wandering Albatross – 1, 11/09/13, 
Cape Naturaliste (Busselton) – 
DM & JG * 1, 23/09/2013, Cape 

Freckled Duck, Lake 
Claremont. Photo by David 
Free
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Observations, ctd
Naturaliste (Busselton) – NJ & JG 
(rarely reported from shore)

Shy/White-capped Albatross – 
43, 23/09/13, Cape Naturaliste 
(Busselton) – NJ & JG (high count)

Hutton’s Shearwater – 4000+, 
11/09/13, Cape Naturaliste 
(Busselton) – DM & JG (high count)

Little Shearwater – 1 found alive, 
taken into care but later died, 
08/09/13, 50km east of Merredin 
(Westonia) – rG & LB (very rare 
inland)

Royal Spoonbill – 1, * 8, 28/08/13, 
ruabon Wetlands, c. 10 km east of 
Busselton (Busselton) – KW & CF 
(rare in the south-west)

Black Kite –2, 18/04/13, 
ravensthorpe (ravensthorpe) – 
CH (rare in the south-west, small 
irruption – see also Arid Zone 
below, and WABN 147)

Black-tailed Native-hen – 37, 
19/09/13, farm on Gleeson rd 
(Ongerup) – SE & HL (high count 
this far south)

Red-kneed Dotterel - up to 50+, 
18/07-16/08/13, Point Grey 
(Murray) – CL et al. * up to 48, 
19/09-07/10/13, farm on Gleeson 
rd (Ongerup) – SE & HL (high 
counts for south-west in recent 
years, smaller numbers present at 
several other sites)

Possible FRANKLIN’S GULL – 1, 20-
23/08/13, foreshore (Esperance) 
– DS et al. (rare visitor to Western 
Australia; subject to BArC 
acceptance)

White-fronted Honeyeater – 1, 
06/10/13, Scarp road, near 
Samson Brook (Waroona) – GH 
(south-west of usual range)

ArID ZONE
Black Kite – 1, 03/06/13, 55km east 

of Balladonia (Dundas) – MLB * 11, 
13/07/13, Mount Magnet sewage 
ponds (Mount Magnet) – rP & MP * 
6, 13/07/13, Paynes Find (yalgoo) 
– rP & MP (south of usual range)

Black Falcon – 4+, 15-16/08/13 and 
1, 23/08/13, Port Hedland rubbish 
tip (Port Hedland) – Br (rare in 
Western Australia outside the 
Kimberley)

Australian Painted Snipe – 1, 
07/10/13, Mt Forrest, 140 km west 
of Leonora (Leonora) – ND (rare 
in Western Australia outside of the 
Kimberley)

KIMBErLEy
Freckled Duck – 1345, 28/07/13, 

Broome sewage ponds (Broome) – 
AB * 25, 13-16/10/13, c. 120 km 
east of Broome (Broome) – BG & 
NJ (rare in the Kimberley; Broome 
count exceptional count for the 
Kimberley)

Matsudaira’s Storm-Petrel – 1, 
07/09/13, c. 45 km north-west of 
Cable Beach (Broome) – MS (rare 
visitor close to the north-west 
coast,	first	record	for	Broome	shire)

Letter-winged Kite – 1, 29/07/13, 
One Tree (Broome) – MSm (rare in 
Western Australia)

Red-necked Avocet – 1 (banded as a 
juvenile in victoria on 2 Jan 2012), 
20/07/13, roebuck Bay (Broome) 
– AB (interesting banding recovery 
record) 

White-browed Woodswallow – 1, 
02/07/13, Broome Bird Observatory 
(Broome) – PT * 1 male, 04-
27/07/13, Fitzroy Crossing townsite 
(Derby-West Kimberley) – MC & rD 
* 2+, Geikie Gorge rd, near Fitzroy 
Crossing (Derby-West Kimberley) – 
rD (rare in Western Australia)

Grey Wagtail – 1, 13/10/13, Mt 
Jowlaenga Station, c. 120 km east 
of Broome (Broome) – BG & NJ 
(rare visitor to Western Australia)

COCOS (KEELING) ISLANDS
Eurasian Teal – 1, 18/07-23/08/13, 

Becek Besar Swamp – PJ & 
GC (rare vagrant to Australian 
territories; presumably the same 
bird reported previously)

Brown Falcon – 1, 01-31/08/13, golf 
course	–	PJ	&	GC	(first	record	for	
Cocos Islands)

OBSErvErS
AB = Adrian Boyle
AS = Alison Street
BG = Bruce Greatwich
Br = Bill rutherford
CF = Christine Fleay
CL = Craig Lester
CN = Clive Nealon
DB = David Bruce
DM = Dan Mantle
DMH = Derek Mead-Hunter
DS = Deb Sullivan
DSe = David Secomb
FO = Frank O’Connor
GC = Geoff Christie
GH = Greg Harewood
HF = Helen Frederiksen
HL = Harry Louw
JB = John Barkla
JBe = James Bennett
JG = John Graff
KM = Kevin McAlpine
KW = Kim Williams
LB = Laura Black
MB = Mark Binns
MC = Martin Cake
MLB = Michael & Lesley Brooker
MP = Morgan Pickering
MS = Mark Swann
MSm = Milton Smith
ND = Nic Dunlop
NJ = Nigel Jackett
PJ = Pam Jones
PT = Peter Taylor
PW = Peter White
rD = robyn Doney
rG = ron Goodhall
rP = robyn Pickering
SE = Steve Elson
SK = Steve Keeling
SN = Simon Nevill
WM = Wynton Maddeford

White-browed Scrub-wren, 1 September, 
Boyagin Rock. Photo by Barry Heinrich
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BirdLife WA reports
CHAIr’S rEPOrT

AWArDS

BirdLife Western Australia jumped into this last quarter with 
the decision to address one of the acknowledged knowledge 
gaps in the Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo recovery Plan. Are 
there other nesting sites in the wheatbelt that we are 
unaware of and where are the major foraging sites for these 
threatened	birds?	This	work	is	being	supported	financially	by	
a donation received some years ago from the Janet Holmes 
aˊCourt Family Trust and the Macquarie Bank Foundation. 
Whilst	our	Project	Officer,	Matt	Fossey, has been overseeing 
this work, a dedicated team of volunteers have achieved 
really worthwhile outcomes. It has been a great example 
of what we as a Branch of volunteers can do working with 
project staff.

One of the key topics addressed in the Strategic Plan was the 
need to widen and strengthen our communication with the 
community so having a desk at the Perth royal Show this 
year was a successful step in this direction. A big thankyou 
to Georgina Steytler for organising this. 

Another	of	the	identified	needs	of	the	Branch,	the	
management	of	our	office,	is	being	addressed	by	the	
appointment	of	Annette	Park	as	our		part	time	office	
manager. Annette has been a volunteer with the Community 
Education committee for some time and is a most welcome 
appointment to this new position. This is being funded by 
donations from rio Tinto, which we receive as a result of 
involvement by our volunteers in the company’s BirdWatch 
events. 

Increasing	membership	has	been	identified	as	a	top	priority	
and whilst membership is slowly increasing we would have a 
much	stronger	voice	and	financial	security	with	a	numerically	
bigger membership. your Executive Committee has 
continued working on the Strategic Plan, identifying priorities 
and actions to address those priorities. The Strategic Plan 
of the Branch is married to the BirdLife recently published 
Strategic Plan.

Funding through the Perth region NrM has enabled us to 
continue with the Great Cocky Count for 2014 and 2015. 

The 2013 report will have been released and on the web 
site by the time this edition goes to print. We also have 
funding through the South Coast NrM to continue work 
on the Australasian Bittern. The Great Western Woodland 
project progresses with increasing volunteer enthusiasm 
and support. The starling work, based in Esperance, is 
also continuing. With help from our CEO, Paul Sullivan, we 
are actively pursuing funding to continue and strengthen 
conservation project work. The ideal for the Western 
Australian	Branch	would	be	to	have	sufficient	funds	invested	
to support a project manager on a continuing basis.

We have supported two post graduate students, Tegan 
Douglas and Kathryn Napier, to present papers at the 
Australasian Ornithological Conference, Auckland. We are 
also supporting three under graduate students to attend the 
ornithological methods course at the Eyre Bird Observatory 
in December.

This	is	my	final	report	to	you	as	Chair	of	the	Western	
Australian Branch. At this stage the organisation does not 
have anyone who has offered to take on this position in 
2014. The AGM in February will bring some other changes 
in the Executive Committee. We have a Branch that is 
achieving much on many fronts, all supporting the aims 
of BirdLife. It is a vibrant, busy and exciting place to be 
involved. My view has always been that if every member 
who can has a turn at taking responsibility for some of the 
essential roles in the organisation, then we progress.

Whilst holding the Chair’s position I have been very 
fortunate in being surrounded by an active membership 
sharing a common aim with goodwill and enthusiasm. The 
huge personal support offered to me by the organisation 
over recent weeks has been very humbling. A wonderful 
organisation to be involved with, both personally and 
with the knowledge that we are actively working on the 
conservation of our native birds.

Suzanne Mather

Happy Christmas!

BirdLife Australia Distinguished Service 
Award (BDSA) – awarded to WA members 
— 2013 citations
The BirdLife Australia Distinguished Service Award (BDSA) is 
a formal acknowledgement of the enormous contribution to 
BirdLife Australia and its predecessor organisations made by 
members. It is awarded to a range of members every year in 
May at the organisation’s AGM.

The Award was established in 2005 by Bird Observation 
& Conservation Australia (BOCA) as part of its Centenary 
to acknowledge outstanding service to BOCA — the BOCA 
Distinguished Service Award. BirdLife Australia is continuing 
the tradition of this award.

Six Western Australian members received this inaugural 
BirdLife Australia award this year:

Michael Bamford: Mike joined Birds Australia in 1979 
participating	in	the	first	Atlas	Survey	period	1977	-	1981.	
He also contributed to the Australasian Wader Studies Group 
and South-West Water Bird Project. He served on the West 
Australian Executive Committee from 1995 - 2005, was 
Chairman, 2002 - 2004, and a Birds Australia Councillor 
2005 – 2011. His vision for BirdLife Australia is to see the 
profile	of	birds	raised	throughout	the	community	with	birds	
being used as a basis for raising environmental awareness 
— an important concept borne out by his own numerous 
contributions to bird studies in Australia and worthy of 
recognition with a BDSA award.

Suzanne Mather: Sue has been Chair of BirdLife Western 
Australia for the past two years having previously served on 
the Branch Executive, Excursions Committee and Organising 
Committee for the Australasian Ornithological Congress. She 
catalogued and re-organised the Branch Library and is co-
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editor of the quarterly Western Australian Bird Notes. She 
co-ordinates the ongoing rottnest Shorebird and Bushbird 
Surveys and continues with her own research interests 
in mistletoes and bird species of the arid zone. Sue is 
passionate about the conservation of Australia’s native birds 
and her own contributions and dedication to this goal have 
earned her a BirdLife Distinguished Service Award.

Clive and Wendy Napier: Clive and Wendy have played 
outstanding roles in the management and success of the 
West Australian branch of Birds Australia (now BirdLife 
Western Australia) for over three decades. Clive was a 
member of the Executive and Excursions Committees for 
many years while Wendy organised volunteers in the branch 
office	in	Perth.	Both	have	organised	and	led	numerous	
excursions and campouts in many parts of Western Australia 
and have actively sought out and mentored new members 
for the branch. Their long period of service to the branch 
and	contributions	in	many	different	fields	makes	them	both	
worthy recipients of BDSAs.

Margaret Philippson: Margaret has been actively 
involved in the Western Australian branch since 1993, 
being	initially	an	office	volunteer	and	then	Secretary	of	
the Executive Committee from 1994-2000. Her most 
important contribution to the branch has been in initiating 
improvements to the production of the quarterly Western 

Australian Bird Notes and acting as typesetter for that 
publication — a not inconsiderable job as its size increased 
to 44 pages per issue. She was also typesetter for the 
Hooded Plover report, the Western Australian Ground Parrot 
booklet and the 2007 Australasian Ornithological Conference 
program, timetable and abstracts. She has also made major 
contributions to the design associated with production of 
other quality documents and booklets produced by the 
branch. Margaret’s BDSA recognises her role as an invaluable 
member of the team of dedicated volunteers in Western 
Australia over many years.

Liz Walker:	Liz	contributed	to	fieldwork	on	the	Perth	
Biodiversity and Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos Projects and, 
in	her	role	as	Manager	of	the	Perth	office	for	the	last	eight	
years, has also assisted both volunteers and researchers 
in other projects such as Australasian Bitterns and Greater 
Western Woodlands. She has served on the Branch Executive 
Committee for six years, Eyre Bird Observatory Committee, 
Excursions and Grants Committees. She has been a very 
effective fundraiser for the branch both through LotteryWest 
and other grant-giving bodies. Liz is described by her 
colleagues as a ‘fantastic contributor to all the activities of 
BirdLife Western Australia” and it is this diversity of her work 
and ongoing commitment that has earned her a BDSA award 
this year.

BIrDLIFE WA PrOJECTS

Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo recovery
New resource for farmers with endangered cockatoos

A new resource is available for landholders with the 
endangered Carnaby’s Cockatoos on their farms.

The booklet, ‘Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo and your farm’ has 
been produced by BirdLife Australia and was launched at the 
Albany Agricultural Show on 8th & 9th November. It will be 
distributed as widely as possible to farmers across the range 
of the species.

“Farms in south-western Australia are very important for the 
long-term survival of the species,” said Matt Fossey, BirdLife 
Australia’s Threatened Cockatoos Project Manager. “They 
provide bush for nesting and feeding, as well as watering 
and overnight roosting places,” he continued.

“The booklet has been designed to raise awareness of 
landholders about Carnaby’s on their properties, and to 
promote actions that will help the cockatoos to survive 
across farming landscapes,” Mr Fossey said.

The new booklet contains useful information about the 
habitats that the cockatoos require, as well as practical 
advice about protecting bushland and nesting trees, 
revegetating for Carnaby’s, and increasing the number of 
nesting hollows.

Production of the booklet was funded by South Coast NrM 
through the Australian Government’s Caring for our Country 
program.

Matt Fossey 
Threatened Cockatoos Project Manager

Carnaby’s breeding range survey
Since September BirdLife’s Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo 
recovery Project has been busy encouraging people across 
the Wheatbelt and Great Southern regions to report their 
Carnaby’s Cockatoo sightings. using funds generously 
donated by Janet Holmes aˊ Court and Macquarie Bank, 
the program is currently coordinating a Carnaby’s breeding 
range survey. This will help us understand how the species’ 
range has changed, and importantly, identify key breeding 
and feeding sites where we can direct future on-ground 
recovery efforts.

BirdLife WA staff and volunteers have played a key role 
in ensuring that as many people are aware of the survey 
as possible. Many have braved inclement spring weather 
to promote it at regional agricultural shows across the 
cockatoo’s range. Others have assisted in preparing letters 
and posters about the survey and distributing them to over 
50 shires and 130 regional schools. Such efforts are greatly 
appreciated as the success of the breeding range survey 
largely depends on local communities knowing about it and 
getting behind it.

Over 200 Carnaby’s sightings have been received to date, 
mostly from the online form on the BirdLife website. While 
the sightings haven’t yet been reviewed in detail, several 
new nesting sites have been reported, which is encouraging. 
However, many people have indicated that they see much 
smaller	flocks	in	their	local	areas	than	they	did	historically.	
The last major Carnaby’s survey across the breeding range 
was conducted in 2000.
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Thanks to everyone who has reported 
their sightings and assisted with the 
implementation of the 2013 breeding 
range survey. In particular thanks to 
Jenny Sumpton, Lynley Davey, Jean 
Woodings and richard Chyne who 
have contributed countless hours 
of their time. Interest in the survey 
to date demonstrates the great 
value that the community places on 
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo. The survey 
continues until the end of 2013. The 
easiest way for people to report their 
sightings is via the BirdLife website: 
http://birdlife.org.au/projects/
carnabys-black-cockatoo-recovery/
breeding-range-survey.

Matt Fossey, Project Manager

Spring bird surveys conducted by BirdLife 
Australia members and AWC staff at Mt 
Gibson Sanctuary
BRIEF SUMMARY

In preparation for the Mt Gibson Endangered Species 
restoration Project, a series of permanent baseline 
biodiversity monitoring sites was established in September 
2011. The purpose of this network of monitoring sites is to 
monitor	changes	in	flora	and	fauna	following	exclusion	of	
feral animals from within the fenced area. A total of 24 of 
these sites were surveyed for avifauna in October 2012 and 
then again from 2–5 September 2013. These consisted of 
four broad habitat types, both within and outside (‘control’) 
the proposed fence area, with three replicates of each. Each 
survey was a standard 20 minute survey of the 2 ha area 
immediately surrounding each marked site and each site was 
visited four times during the September 2013 survey (twice 
in the morning and twice in the afternoon).

1.  METHODOLOGY

1.1  Site selection procedure

Sites for baseline biodiversity surveys were chosen within 
habitats that give a good representation of the dominant 
vegetation communities present within the proposed fenced 
area (and indeed on Mt Gibson generally). This has allowed 
for multiple replicates throughout the proposed fenced area 
and throughout other areas of the property. A total of 48 
sites were selected (n= 24 inside and n=24 outside the 
proposed fenced area). Six sites within each of four broad 
habitat types were selected for reptile and mammal surveys 
within and outside the fenced area. Three sites within each 
of four broad habitat types were selected for avifauna 
surveys (n=12 inside, n=12 outside).

The four broad habitat types that were selected for the 
survey were:

1. Callitris woodland —This vegetation type was 
characterised by the presence of medium-high density 
Callitris verrucosa trees and medium-high height shrubs (see 
images next page.

2. Shrublands (of various species mixes) —Sites chosen 
have a range of dominant shrub species including acacias, 

melaleuca and allocasuarina, of 
various densities (see images next 
page).

3. Mixed vegetation mosaic —This 
vegetation type is characterised by 
an understorey of Borya spp. or 
Ecdeiocolea monostachya, as well 
as scattered and clustered trees, 
although low to mid height shrub 
species of various densities dominate 
(see images next page).

4. Woodlands (both York Gum 
and Salmon Gum) (see images next 
page)

Sites were chosen based on the 
quality and coverage of that 
particular habitat in order to gain 
the best representation of those 
species that may use or be restricted 
to that particular vegetation type. 

The locations were chosen in areas inside and outside the 
proposed fence area. Sites within the proposed fenced area 
were	selected	first.	Subsequently,	sites	outside	the	fenced	
area were selected to closely match (in terms of vegetation 
species composition, density, etc) those in the same habitat 
type within the proposed fenced area. All sites were at least 
200 m apart. See Figure 5 for a map of all sites selected on 
the property.

Each reptile/mammal survey site (n=48) is 0.25 ha in size 
and	is	set	out	in	a	50	m	x	50	m	square	configuration,	defined	
using stainless steel star pickets in each corner. The NW 
corner was marked ‘A’, the NE corner marked ‘B’, the SE 
corner marked ‘C’ and the SW corner marked ‘D’. The subset 
of avifauna survey sites (n=24) were 2 ha in size and were 
circular in shape, with ‘corner A’ of the reptile survey square 
the centre point of the bird survey site (see Figure 6 in next 
section).

1.2  Bird surveys

Bird surveys were conducted by BirdLife Australia volunteers 
and AWC staff during September 2012 and 2013. Twenty-
four pre-selected sites (12 sites (3 per habitat type) within 
the proposed fenced area and 12 sites (3 per habitat type) 
outside the proposed area were surveyed four times over 
a four day period (twice in the morning and twice in the 
afternoon).

The area surveyed at each of the 24 sites was consistent 
with BirdLife Atlas 2 ha survey requirements, although a 
circular area with radius of 80 m was used. Teams of three 
people (two birders and one navigator) accessed each site 
from the nearest track, walking in to a distance of 80 m from 
the central point of each site (Figure 6). Surveying started 
at this point to eliminate disturbance as the teams moved 
in to the centre of the site. A total of 20 minutes was spent 
moving at random within the site, always remaining within 
80 m of the central point (this was aided by the use of a 
GPS). All reliable sightings (and birds heard) were recorded 
by	a	single	recorder.	Confirmed	breeding	was	also	recorded.	
In order to minimise observer bias, all birders participating 
in the September 2013 surveys visited each of the 24 sites 
at least once throughout the four day period. In order to 
minimise time-of-day or temperature bias, the order of sites 
surveyed was reversed on the second morning and second 
afternoon survey of each site.

BirdLife WA reports, ctd

The State Governor, Malcolm 
McCusker and his wife, Tonya, 
viewing the BirdLife WA display, 
Toodyay show. Photo by Georgina 
Steytler
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Figure 1. Typical Callitris woodland habitat. Figure 2. Typical shrubland habitat with a) 
Allocasuarina spp. and b) Acacia spp. dominating.

Figure 5. A map of Mt Gibson Sanctuary 
illustrating the position of each of the 48 fauna 
survey sites on the sanctuary.

Figure 6. The 2 ha bird survey site layout, 
including the square area, indicating the position 
of the reptile/mammal survey area highlighted in 
purple.

Figure 4. Typical a) York Gum and b) Salmon 
Gum woodlands.

Malleefowl mound, Mt 
Gibson. Photo by Alan 
Watson

Figure 3. Mixed vegetation mosaic with an 
understorey of a) Borya sp. and b) Ecdeiocolea 
monostachya.
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2.  RESULTS

In 2013, a total of 54 bird species were recorded after two 
morning and two afternoon surveys at each of 24 sites 
within the four key habitats. The most gregarious species 
included the Crested Bellbird (at 20 sites), the Spiny-
cheeked Honeyeater (20 sites) and the rufous Whistler (19 
sites) (Table 1). Notable species included the Major Mitchell’s 
Cockatoo (2 records), Malleefowl (1 record), Crimson Chat (1 
record) and the Chestnut Quail-thrush (1 record).

Sites within woodland habitat had the richest avifauna, 
with an average of 15 species per site inside the proposed 
fenced area and 15 species per site outside the proposed 
fenced area (Figure 7). Generally speaking, the diversity of 
sites within the fenced area was similar to those sites within 
the same habitat outside the fenced area (Figure 7). The 
most diverse sites were within a york Gum woodland (n=18 

species) and one within mixed vegetation, alongside an open 
woodland (n=18 species).

Twenty-two out of the 24 sites surveyed had new bird 
species recorded during afternoon surveys (range 1-5 
species) highlighting the need for both morning and 
afternoon surveys in order to establish a thorough bird 
inventory for each site.

In comparison to the 2012 survey results, fewer species 
were recorded overall (54 compared to 64) during 2013 
surveys. However, more species were recorded per habitat 
within each of the four broad habitat types, both inside and 
outside the fenced area (Figure 8). This was most likely 
due to a number of factors including  1) the timing of the 
2013 survey which was one month earlier than the 2012 
survey and as such may have offered better conditions for 
bird surveys, but may not have been at a time when some 

seasonal birds are present on the sanctuary 
(eg, rainbow Bee-eaters, Budgerigars, etc), 2) 
the number of surveys conducted (four times at 
each site in 2013 compared with just two times 
in 2012) and 3) the difference in the level of 
experience of BirdLife volunteers participating 
in each survey.

3.  IMPORTANCE OF ONGOING ANNUAL 
SURVEY WORK

Thanks to the support of BirdLife Australia 
volunteers, we now have a reasonably 
comprehensive set of baseline avifauna data 
with which to compare following post-feral 
control at Mt Gibson. The ongoing support of 
BirdLife Australia volunteers is vital for the 
successful collection of annual bird survey 
data at Mt Gibson. This ongoing collection of 
data will aid in determining the impact of feral 
removal/control on the birdlife of the sanctuary 
and hence guide management strategies 
designed for the protection of the Mt Gibson 
avifauna.

Lisa Farnsworth

Figure 7. The average number of bird species recorded per site 
within four key habitats inside (black) and outside (grey) the 
proposed fenced area at Mt Gibson Sanctuary (2–4 September 
2013).

Figure 8. The average bird species 
richness per site within four 
key habitat types at Mt Gibson 
Sanctuary. Data are presented 
for sites ‘inside’ and ‘outside’ 
the proposed feral exclosure for 
surveys conducted in spring 2012 
and 2013.
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Table 1. The number of sites (total and within each major habitat) that each bird species was recorded within 
during the September 2013 Mt Gibson Sanctuary bird surveys.

Species Total Callitris Woodland Mixed Shrubland
Crested Bellbird 20 4 4 6 6
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater 20 6 5 5 4
rufous Whistler 19 6 4 3 6
Weebill 16 6 5 1 4
Grey Shrike-thrush 15 3 3 3 6
red-capped robin 14 4 4 4 2
Grey Fantail 14 3 3 3 5
Splendid Fairy-wren 14 5 2 3 4
Inland Thornbill 13 6 1 2 4
Striated Pardalote 12 1 6 2 3
Australian ringneck 10 1 6 2 1
Golden Whistler 9 1 1 1 6
Galah 8 1 4 3 0
Australian raven 7 1 2 4 0
Chestnut-rumped Thornbill 7 5 1 0 1
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 7 0 2 5 0
Singing Honeyeater 7 2 1 0 4
yellow-throated Miner 6 2 4 0 0
redthroat 6 1 2 1 2
Grey Butcherbird 5 2 2 1 0
Grey Currawong 5 0 2 2 1
Horsfield’s	Bronze-cuckoo 5 1 1 2 1
White-fronted Honeyeater 5 0 1 2 2
Western yellow robin 5 0 0 0 5
rufous Treecreeper 4 0 3 1 0
Tree Martin 4 1 2 1 0
Brown Falcon 3 1 1 0 1
Brown-headed Honeyeater 3 0 1 0 2
regent Parrot 3 1 1 0 1
Brown Honeyeater 3 1 0 0 2
Thornbill sp. 3 1 1 0 1
Willie Wagtail 3 1 2 0 0
Pied Butcherbird 2 0 1 1 0
red Wattlebird 2 1 1 0 0
Corella sp. 2 0 1 1 0
Pallid Cuckoo 2 0 1 1 0
Western Gerygone 2 1 1 0 0
Major Mitchell’s Cockatoo 2 0 1 0 1
White-browed Babbler 2 1 0 0 1
Southern Whiteface 2 0 2 0 0
White-eared Honeyeater 2 0 0 2 0
Slaty-backed Thornbill 1 0 1 0 0
Brown Goshawk 1 1 0 0 0
Red-backed	Kingfisher 1 0 1 0 0
Australian Hobby 1 0 1 0 0
Chestnut Quail-thrush 1 0 0 0 1
Australian Magpie 1 0 0 0 1
Crimson Chat 1 0 0 1 0
Scrub-wren sp. 1 0 0 1 0
Welcome Swallow 1 0 0 1 0
Malleefowl 1 0 0 0 1

Honeyeater sp. 1 0 1 0 0
red-tailed Black-Cockatoo 1 0 1 0 0
Mulga Parrot 1 0 1 0 0
Dusky Woodswallow 1 0 1 0 0
Grey-fronted Honeyeater 1 0 1 0 0
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Mount Gibson Wildlife Sanctuary survey, 
2-8 September
Eight members travelled to the Australian Wildlife 
Conservancy’s Mount Gibson property to carry out four 
days of surveys at selected sites within the Conservancy’s 
proposed feral proof fenced area. This area 
will enclose nearly 7000 hectares with a 43 
kilometre	long	electrified	fence,	so	is	quite	an	
extensive project.

We split into three groups for the surveys with 
each group being accompanied by an AWC 
member to guide us to the required sites. Fifty-
four species were recorded within these areas 
with the most widespread being the Crested 
Bellbird and Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater, closely 
followed by rufous Whistler, Weebill and red-
capped robin. Some of the less common birds 
recorded were Major Mitchell’s Cockatoo, Grey-
fronted Honeyeater, Slaty-backed Thornbill, 
Chestnut Quail-thrush and Malleefowl.

Needless to say we had plenty of time for more 
birding around the property and came up with 
a total of 70 species including regent Parrot, 

Mulga Parrot, 
four cuckoo species and red-
backed	Kingfisher.

A great time was had by 
all and I can’t speak highly 
enough of the AWC staff, 
Lisa, Bryony, Lauren and 
Daniel who were kind enough 
to take us on several extra 
outings around the property 
and whose environmental 
knowledge and hospitality 
were second to none.

I understand AWC would 
like these surveys carried 
out on an annual basis and I 
would highly recommend this 
interesting and great birding 
venue to all BirdLife members.

Peter White

Great Western Woodlands spring surveys 
at Frank Hann and Peak Charles National 
Parks
My	first	visit	to	the	GWW	was	to	lead	the	team	doing	spring	
bird surveys in Frank Hann and Peak Charles National Parks, 
and along Lake King – Norseman road in between and 
through unallocated crown land. I don’t think I could have 
chosen	a	better	time	to	be	there	with	lots	of	wildflowers	in	
the low heath and several bird species breeding.

Our team completed more than 50 two hectare Atlas surveys 
in six days, along with several incidental reports. If I had 
been told that seeing four species in a 20 minute survey 
would be exciting, before the trip I would have doubted it 

very	much,	but	after	finding	Tawny-crowned	Honeyeaters,	
Inland Thornbills, Blue-breasted Fairy-wrens and a Shy 
Heathwren at one site I have a different opinion. Other 
interesting birds included Southern Scrub-robins, rufous 
Fieldwrens and Black Honeyeater at various incidental two 
hectare sites. We recorded 65 bird species during the survey 

period  (see bird list next page).

It was interesting to note that Tawny-crowned 
Honeyeaters dominated in the low heath of 
less than half a metre with a few taller shrubs, 
particularly in Frank Hann National Park, while 
White-fronted Honeyeaters were more common 
in the taller heath up to a metre or more in 
height with taller mallee along the road and 
into Peak Charles National Park. Greater 
diversity of birds was found in the tall salmon 
gum woodlands where they occurred.

It was great to get away from the city to 
where there are few human noises other than 
those we made ourselves, getting woken 
every morning by the dawn chorus, enjoying 
beautiful	wildflowers	and	good	weather.	I	
appreciated the able assistance and good 
company of Brad, Jill, Herbie, Mary, Graeme 
and Aina in our team. I believe we all want to 
do it again.

Barry Heinrich

Crested Bellbird, 
Mt Gibson. Photo 
by John McMullan

A female Mulga 
Parrot, Mt Gibson. 
Photo by Alan 
Watson

Golden Whistler, Eneabba 
campout (see report, p41). 
Photo by Jennifer Sumpton
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Common Name Zoological name Frank 
Hann

Lake King 
Norseman

Peak 
Charles

Emu Dromaius novaehollandiae p
Little Eagle Hieraaetus morphnoides p
Nankeen Kestrel Falco cenchroides p
Brown Falcon Falco berigora p b
Crested Pigeon Ocyphaps lophotes p
Common Bronzewing Phaps chalcoptera p p p
Brush Bronzewing Phaps elegans p
Galah Eolophus roseicapilla p p
Purple-crowned Lorikeet Glossopsitta porphyrocephala p p p
Western rosella Platycercus icterotis b
Australian (Port Lincoln) ringneck Barnardius zonarius zonarius p p
red-capped Parrot Purpureicephalus spurius p
Pallid Cuckoo Cuculus pallidus p
Fan-tailed Cuckoo Cacomantis flabelliformis p p
Black-eared Cuckoo Chrysococcyx osculans p
Horsfield’s	Bronze-Cuckoo Chrysococcyx basalis p
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo Chrysococcyx lucidus p
Southern Boobook Ninox novaeseelandiae ocellata p
Tawny Frogmouth Podargus strigoides brachypterus p
Australian Owlet Nightjar Aegotheles cristatus cristatus p p
rainbow Bee-eater Merops ornatus p
rufous Treecreeper Climacteris rufa p
Blue-breasted Fairy-wren Malurus pulcherrimus p p
Spotted Pardalote Pardalotus punctatus p b b
Striated Pardalote Pardalotus striatus b p b
rufous Fieldwren Calamanthus campestris p
Shy Heathwren Hylacola cauta p p
White-browed Scrubwren Sericornis frontalis p
Weebill Smicrornis brevirostris p p p
Western Gerygone Gerygone fusca p
yellow-rumped Thornbill Acanthiza chrysorrhoa p p
Inland Thornbill Acanthiza apicalis p p p
red Wattlebird Anthochaera carunculata p p
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater Acanthagenys rufogularis p
Singing Honeyeater Lichenostomus virescens p
White-eared Honeyeater Lichenostomus leucotis p
Purple-gaped Honeyeater Lichenostomus cratitius p
yellow-plumed Honeyeater Lichenostomus ornatus p
Brown Honeyeater Lichmera indistincta p p b
Tawny-crowned Honeyeater Phylidonyris melanops b p p
White-fronted Honeyeater Phylidonyris albifrons p p
New Holland Honeyeater Phylidonyris novaehollandiae p
Brown-headed Honeyeater Melithreptus brevirostris p p
Black Honeyeater Certhionyx niger p
Southern Scrub-robin Drymodes brunneopygia p
red-capped robin Petroica goodenovii p
Western yellow robin Eopsaltria griseogularis p p
White-browed Babbler Pomatostomus superciliosus p p
Golden Whistler Pachycephala pectoralis p p
Grey Shrike-thrush Colluricincla harmonica p p
Crested Bellbird Oreoica gutturalis p
Willy Wagtail Rhipidura leucophrys p p p
Grey Fantail Rhipidura fuliginosa albicauda p p
White-winged Triller Lalage tricolor p p p
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike Coracina novaehollandiae p p
Dusky Woodswallow Artamus cyanopterus p
Masked Woodswallow Artamus personatus p
Grey Butcherbird Cracticus torquatus leucopterus p p p
Australian Magpie Gymnorhina tibicen dorsalis p p
Grey Currawong Strepera versicolor p p p
Little Crow Corvus bennetti p p b
Welcome Swallow Hirundo neoxena p
Tree Martin Hirundo nigricans b b
Silvereye Zosterops lateralis chlorocephalus p
Mistletoebird Dicaeum hirundinaceum p

p = present b = breeding

Table 1: Great Western Woodlands bird list, October 2013.
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rio Tinto community birdwatching event, 
Pannawonica
On the weekend of 12–13 October rio Tinto held their 
annual bird-watching event. Two BirdLife volunteers, Erica 
Shedley	from	Bridgetown	and	I	were	flown	up	to	Karratha	
and then bussed into Pannawonica. This trip takes four 
hours, two on the plane and two on the bus. The main 
birding event was to have taken place on the Saturday 
morning but sadly, a well-known and long standing member 
of the community had passed away during the week and a 
memorial service was being held at the same time on the 
Saturday. This meant that the expected numbers for the 
bird	excursion	were	down	to	about	half.	Still,	about	fifteen	
rio Tinto staff members arrived and proved to be a group of 
very enthusiastic birders. 

The morning walk was along the robe river which consisted 
of only a few waterholes but lined with plenty of trees. This 
area is known as Pannawonica Hill and, not surprisingly, the 
bird list from this year in October has a few variations from 
last year in August. There seems to be few honeyeaters in 
this area but two additional species were seen this time, 
Brown and Grey-headed. Last year no Crested Pigeons were 
reported whereas this year they were fairly common, but 
mainly in the townsite. Corvids were a challenge so we were 
only prepared to list crow species but last year Australian 
raven was included which seems to be a fair way out of its 
range.

Japanese Pool which was visited in the afternoon yielded a 
couple of crake species, Baillon’s and Spotless, plus a pair 
of Black Swans. raptors put in a strong performance with 
seven species being recorded. Swamp Harrier and Little 
Eagle were new additions but missing were Eastern Osprey 
and White-bellied Sea Eagle from last year. Forty-eight 
species were listed, a few less than last year and we were of 
the opinion that perhaps a little earlier in the year could be 
better.

Thanks must go to rio Tinto for putting on this event — the 
facilities and hospitality were excellent. Also, special thanks 
to the event co-ordinators, Patrick Distel, russell Thomas 
and Phil Curry for looking after us so well. They were most 
concerned for everybody’s safety, even to the point of 
warning us of the possible danger of charging bulls. If I’d 
known of this I’d have taken the bright red shower-curtain 
that has somehow found its way into my bathroom and used 
it	to	hone	up	my	bull	fighting	skills!

Altogether a great weekend away and many thanks to 
Patrick from Erica and me for the work he put in to organise 
this and for taking us out in his own vehicle on the Sunday 
morning for a spot of extra birding.

Peter White

Digital Image Library
This is a very belated note to thank the many people who 
have contributed photos to the Digital Image Library. 
your photos are mostly used by the Community Education 
Committee for presentation and education purposes. We will 
only use your photo for other purposes (eg, brochures, web 
site,	laminated	photos)	if	we	ask	you	for	specific	permission.	
you retain copyright of the photo, and the use of your photo 
will always be acknowledged.

We now have over 9000 photos catalogued in the library. 
However, we are always looking for more. There are species, 
subspecies and different plumages that we don't have. There 
are species that we only have poorer quality images. We 
would	definitely	like	more	photos	related	to	breeding.	Nests,	
nest	hollows,	breeding	colonies,	eggs,	nestlings,	fledglings	
and	juveniles.	Photos	of	birds	in	flight	is	another	area	where	
we are lacking for many species.

The Digital Image Library is not just for photos of birds. 
There are other photos that we would like to have.

We want to document the BirdLife Western Australia 
activities. So please send us photos of excursions, campouts, 
CEC events, projects, etc. These can be from well before the 
creation of BirdLife.

We want to build up a collection of photos of the different 
habitats.

We also want to build up a collection of photos of birding 
sites in Western Australia. This is so these sites can be 
monitored over time.

Individual photos can be emailed to Frank O’Connor at 
foconnor@iinet.net.au. Collections of photos can be put 
on	a	CD	or	a	memory	stick	and	sent	to	the	office.	It	is	

BirdLife WA projects, ctd

Participants in Rio Tinto birdwatch. Photo by 
Erica Shedley

Sacred 
Kingfisher, 
Ellis Brook 
valley, 27 
October. 
Photo 
by Barry 
Heinrich
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helpful if the location of the photo is provided so that we 
can determine the subspecies. We would prefer that the 
photograph	is	a	JPG	file	with	a	maximum	size	of	6	MB.

PS: Is someone interested in developing a video Image 
Library? This is an area which will become very useful in the 
future.

Frank O’Connor

BirdLife Australia Supporters
Sue Mather and I attended the BirdLife Branches meeting 
in Melbourne in May. The meeting was similar to the BWA 
Strategic Planning Workshop that we subsequently held 
in July. We discussed how to make BirdLife Australia and 
the branches work together to achieve the goals of the 
organisation, particularly the conservation of Australia's 
native birds. One thing was clear: 10 000 members is 
insufficient	to	achieve	our	goals.	Paul	Sullivan	mentioned	
that	we	had	25	000	supporters.	This	was	the	first	that	
we had heard about supporters. There are about 3000 
supporters in WA (and 1200 to 1300 members). Many 
organisations only have supporters, such as Bush Heritage 
Australia and the Australian Wildlife Conservancy.

Supporters basically get sent any email sent to 
members. Being a supporter is free. Supporters donate 
and support campaigns as much as members, so BirdLife 
Australia	does	get	a	benefit,	plus	supporters	enable	BA	to	
quote a higher level of support than just the membership. 
very important when campaigning on an issue. BirdLife 
Western Australia has long been very active in attracting 
increased membership, and we are now looking for ways to 
also increase the supporter base.

We have now produced new business cards with the BWA 
office	details	on	the	front,	and	details	on	the	back	for	people	
to complete supporter details. We are asking every member 
to look for opportunities to attract supporters. If you talk to 
someone interested in birds, give them the business card 
and	let	them	know	that	they	can	contact	the	office	about	any	
issue related to Australia's native birds. If they wish to be a 
supporter,	they	can	fill	in	the	card	and	give	it	to	you	or	send	
or	email	it	to	the	office.	Maris	Lauva	(our	BWA	Membership	
Officer)	will	collate	the	details	and	forward	them	to	the	
National	Office	each	month.	Maris	will	also	forward	them	
details of the BWA activities, and hopefully many of them will 
then decide to become members.

A supporter will receive the fortnightly BWA e-News, the 
monthly national e-News, project updates, fundraising 
appeals, campaign details, etc. They can attend excursions 
for the general public and the monthly meetings (except 
the AGM). They can volunteer for the projects. They can 
volunteer for any task that we need. They will be informed 
about projects such as the Ongoing Atlas and Birds in 
Backyards, and they will hopefully make these core projects 
more successful.

A supporter only needs to provide their name and email. We 
would also prefer that they provide their phone number and 
their address (particularly their postcode as some emails are 
targeted to either country or metropolitan members). We 
need the full address for Maris to send them the information 
package.

We need to integrate this throughout our organisation. The 
Community Education Committee will promote being 

a supporter and give out the business cards at their 
events. When we answer emails from the general public, 
we will inform them about becoming a supporter. We will 
look at initiatives of forming partnerships with other not for 
profit	nature	based	groups,	eg,	we	can	inform	our	members	
about for example the WA Naturalists Club, if they inform 
their members about us. We already have a partnership with 
AWC. We will ask them if they can inform their supporters 
about us, if we do the same for them.

This is an important initiative for the growth of our 
organisation. As usual, BWA is leading the way and our 
initiative will be promoted to the other branches. We are 
seeking to increase the numbers of WA supporters to 6000 
by 2020, and the number of members to 2500 by 2025.

When	you	next	call	in	at	the	office,	please	pick	up	a	few	of	
the	business	cards.	This	will	increase	our	influence	when	
campaigning to support the conservation of our native birds.

Frank O’Connor 
(BWA Executive Committee Member)

Western Ground Parrot history
Much of the older material about Western Ground Parrots 
is now out of print or was never published. To redress this 
problem, a history blog has been started. It will be added to 
approximately once a week.

Topics covered so far include early observations, paintings 
and photos and location of skins in foreign museums.

Many birds were skinned in those early colonial days and the 
flesh	was	not	wasted.	The	famous	John	Gould	recommended	
Ground Parrots as being more tasty than snipe and perhaps 
better than quail!

Edwin Ashby was writing about the devastating effect of too 
many	fires	back	in	1921.

For more interesting facts, visit westerngroundparrothistory.
blogspot.com.

Brenda Newbey

Faure Island
Situated within the World Heritage area of the Shark Bay 
Marine Park, Faure Island is important for migratory waders 
using	the	East	Asian-Australian	flyway	and	their	associated	
mudflats.	The	island	has	an	area	of	5816	hectares	and	is	
surrounded	by	intertidal	flats,	shallow	lagoons,	and	some	
mangroves which are rare in the Shark Bay region. Extensive 
mud	flats	fringe	the	island	and	shorebirds	that	favour	these	
areas	were	found	in	significant	numbers.

Birdlife Australia Shorebirds 2020 program together with the 
Australian Wildlife Conservancy (AWC), undertook a census 
of the island’s birds during 15-20 October 2013. Six BirdLife 
WA volunteers focussed on the island’s shorebird-rich 
area. Our daily observations covered samphire, tidal lakes, 
beaches and mangroves and bush sites.

BirdLife WA projects, ctd
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The overall estimate of the number of birds using the island 
during this period was 12 905. The total number of species 
recorded was 71, of which 44 were shorebirds. For example, 
from our observations we recorded Lesser Sand Plover 
676, Greater Sand Plover 397, Bar-tailed Godwit 1300, 
Grey-tailed Tattler 237, Common Greenshank 201, red-
necked Stint 5944, Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 336 and Curlew 
Sandpiper 332.

There were some exciting highlights, beginning with a good 
glimpse of a Broad-billed Sandpiper just before it settled 
down on the shoreline. Another highlight was a sighting of 
two Eurasian Curlews by only one observer (Les George) 
who, to verify his sighting, had us searching north and south 
as	the	afternoon	heated	up	and	the	winds	intensified.	This	
was repeated the next day as we investigated the shoreline 
and	creeks	with	Les	challenging	us	to	spot	and	confirm	
the Eurasian Curlews. Fortunately there was another brief 
glimpse of the curlews again. The sightings of the two 
species were an exciting event adding to a great time birding 
on Faure Island.

The short time spent on Faure Island was thoroughly 
enjoyable.	Thanks	to	Bryony	Palmer	(AWC	officer)	for	her	
knowledge and assistance given to the participants. The 
BirdLife participants as led by Sue Abbotts were Sue Mather, 
Toni Webster, Les George, robert Wroth and Josan Moss. 
BirdLife Australia is grateful for the opportunity to survey the 
island.

Toni Webster

Editor’s note: The sighting of two Eurasian Curlews is 
exciting news, but as it is a rare vagrant to Australia, this 
sighting will be subject to acceptance by BirdLife Australia’s 
rarities Committee.

How far do Hooded Plovers range in 
Western Australia?
The distribution of Hooded Plovers is well known when 
it comes to the beaches along the south-west coast and 
the adjacent coastal salt lakes. However, it is interesting 
to ask how far the range extends inland and whether this 
has shown any variation for the period for which we have 
records. In order to answer these questions, the Hooded 
Plover data base was used to extract sightings on the 
periphery of their range. These records, some historical, are 
shown in Figure 1 (see page 2).

When it comes to establishing the exact range of the Hooded 
Plover in the inland regions, there are a few obstacles. The 
inland salt lakes that Hooded Plovers frequent are remote 
and hard to reach. visits to these regions are few and far 
between and available data is therefore limited. The lakes 
are often dry or partly dry and cover a huge expanse. In 
addition, it is likely that the periphery of their range expands 
and contracts depending on the availability of suitable 
habitat as determined by seasonal rainfall.

The maximum inland range at the moment is around 500 
km from the coast. Esperance to Lake Ballard is about 500 
km and Geraldton to Lake Barlee is about the same distance. 
The eastern boundary of the Hooded Plover’s range is largely 
aligned with the Coolgardie-Esperance highway which skirts 

many of the salt lakes from where sightings have been 
reported. This means that the true range probably extends 
further to the east.

It is interesting to note that a lot of sightings made on the 
extremities of the range include breeding records and include 
the presence of juveniles, suggesting that these records are 
not just vagrants but birds that had established territories.

Table 1 lists both historical and present day sightings made 
on the edge of the range of the Hooded Plover. ‘Breeding’ 
indicates a nest with eggs or runners (see next page for 
Table 1).

When considering the range of inland salt lake habitat and 
the record of inland sightings it is apparent that the exact 
eastern and north-eastern boundaries of the Hooded Plovers 
range have not been settled.

For many inland sites the most recent records are 15 years 
old and a current update is needed. If you travel through 
some of these outback regions and pass a salt lake, please 
stop and conduct a Hooded Plover survey.

Acknowledgement
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Table 1 lists both historical and present day sightings made on the edge of the range of the Hooded Plover. 
‘Breeding’ indicates a nest with eggs or runners.
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Naming of birds
Editors’ note: readers will be interested to see that a new 
author has volunteered to continue this series – welcome to 
Monticola, the new author.

The main reference I am using is Fraser, I. & Gray, J. 
(2013), Australian Bird Names – a Complete Guide (CSIrO: 
Melbourne)

CHArADrIIFOrMES (cont)
Pedionomidae — plains-wanderer

There is only one representative of this group in Australia. 
The name is derived from the Latin pedio meaning foot and 
nomus meaning	pasture	or	field	–	ie	a	ground-dwelling	bird	
which	flushes	reluctantly.

Plains-wanderer – Pedionomus torquatus. The	specific	
name torquatus comes fom the Latin torquis meaning collar 
or necklace, referring to the black and white spotted collar 
on	the	female.	One	of	the	few	species	where	the	specific	
name comes from a characteristic of the female – not the 
male.

Scolopacidae — waders

This family includes snipe, and the waders such as curlews, 
shanks and sandpipers – all of which arrive in Australia in 
their generally drab grey non-breeding plumage with only 
occasional traces of their brighter breeding plumages. The 
name comes from the Latin scolopax meaning snipe or 
woodcock; and the Greek skolopas with the same meaning.

Little Curlew – Numenius minutus. The name numenius 
comes from the Greek neos meaning new and mene – moon. 
This no doubt referring to the down curved new moon shape 
of the beak. Minutus from the Latin meaning small. The Little 
Curlew is considerably smaller than any other curlews. Also 
called Little Whimbrel.

Whimbrel – Numenius phaeopus. This name has two 
possible meanings – Latin phaeopus means whimbrel; while 
the Greek word phaios means grey and pous means foot. 
Whimbrels have greyish feet!

Eastern Curlew – Numenius madagascariensis. The 
specific	name	madagascariensis is a bit of a mis-nomer 
as the type locality for this bird is Makassar, Sulawesi and 
not Madagascar! Also called Far Eastern, Sea or Australian 
Curlew.

Terek Sandpiper – Xenus cinereus. Xenus comes from 
the Greek xenos meaning stranger or foreigner or a migrant 
bird.	The	Terek	River	flows	into	the	Caspian	Sea.	The	type	
specimen of this species was collected near the mouth of the 
Terek river – hence the common name. Cinereus is Latin for 
ashes – like most other waders the Terek Sandpiper is grey!

Common Sandpiper – Actitis hypoleucos. The genus 
name comes from the Greek aktes meaning sea shore, 
though Common Sandpipers are to be found on the sea 
shore as well as any suitable inland lakes, rivers or marshes. 
The	Greek	prefix	hypo means below; while leucos means 
pale or white, referring no doubt to the white underparts.

Grey-tailed Tattler – Tringa brevipes. The word tattler 
presumably refers to the call. The name tringa is thought to 
come from the Greek trungas which was believed to mean 
whiterumped wagtail or waterbird. The Latin brevis means 
short and pes means foot; thus short footed, that is the feet 
do	not	extend	beyond	the	tail	when	flying.	There	are	other	
waders, though, which also have legs shorter than the tail.

Wandering Tattler – Tringa incana. The Latin word incan 
means grey or hoary referring to the colour of the tattler.

Common Greenshank – Tringa nebularia. This	specific	
name comes from the Latin nebula, mist or cloud which may 
indicate the colour – misty or grey; or it may refer to its 
misty, marshy habitat.

Marsh Sandpiper – Tringa stagnatilis. The Marsh 
Sandpiper is found on fresh water rather than on coastal 
waters.	The	specific	name	comes	from	the	Latin	stagnatilis 
meaning found in pools or marshes. Also called Little 
Greenshank.

Common Redshank – Tringa totanus. Totanus is from the 
Italian for redshank – totano.

Wood Sandpiper – Tringa glareola. The Latin word for 
gravel – glarea – plus the diminutive –olus give us the name 
‘little gravel waterbird’! This may refer to the habitat where 
the Wood Sandpiper is found or it could refer to the spots on 
the bird’s body being like gravel.

Ruddy Turnstone – Arenaria interpres. Turnstone refers 
to	the	habit	of	flipping	stones	and	seaweed	over	in	search	
of food. The genus name arenaria is interesting. It comes 
from the Latin arenarius which can be translated as ‘in sandy 
places’ referring to the habitat of turnstones; but it can also 
mean	a	gladiator	who	fights	in	a	sandy	arena;	or	it	can	mean	
a teacher of mathematics who teaches his pupils by drawing 
figures	in	the	sand!	The	specific	name	is	a	bit	of	a	mystery	
as it means ‘interpreter’, but it may refer to ‘going between 
the tides’?

Asian Dowitcher – Limnodromus semipalmatus. 
The other two members of the dowitcher family are to be 
found in America. The name dowitcher is thought to be the 
Iroquois Indian name for the bird. The name limnodromus 
can be translated as marsh racer, from the Greek limne 
meaning a marshy lake, and dromos a race or race track. 
The	specific	name	refers	to	the	partly	webbed	feet.	Semi 
– half in Latin; and palmatus meaning hand-shaped. 
Sometimes referred to as Asiatic Dowitcher.

Great Knot – Calidris tenuirostris. The genus name 
calidris comes from the Greek skalidris meaning grey-
coloured	water-side	bird!	The	specific	name	comes	from	the	
Latin meaning slender billed. Also called Stripe-crowned Knot 
or Slenderbilled Knot.

Red Knot – Calidris canutus. The origin of the name 
knot is obscure, but I have always understood that it was a 
reference	to	the	bird’s	short	sharp	call.	The	specific	name	is	
another mystery as it is assumed that it is named after King 
Canute of Denmark but the precise connection is unknown.

Sanderling – Calidris alba. The habitat being the beach – 
presumably gives rise to the name sanderling, one found on 
the beach. Alba meaning pale or white. Sanderlings are pale 
birds with white underwings.

Little Stint – Calidris minuta. The Latin minuta means tiny 
– the Little Stint is one of the smallest shore birds.

Red-necked Stint – Calidris ruficollis. From the Latin 
rufus meaning red, and collum, the neck. In breeding 
plumage this handsome little bird has a red head and neck 
which is not seen in Australia.

Long-toed Stint – Calidris subminuta.	The	specific	name	
is made up of the Latin sub meaning ‘nearly’ and minuta 
meaning ‘tiny’. That is to say – nearly as small as the the 
Little	Stint.	The	size	difference	is	negligible	in	the	field,	but	
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the longer toes do make the the bird’s feet appear big with 
good views through a telescope.

Pectoral Sandpiper – Calidris melanotus. The word 
pectoral	refers	to	the	definite	demarcation	between	the	
streaking on the breast and the whiter underparts. The 
specific	name	melanotos means black-backed from the Greek 
melas, black, and noton, the back. The feathers on the back 
are dark.

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper – Calidris acuminata. The Latin 
acuminata means sharp or pointed and refers to the tail.

Curlew Sandpiper – Calidris ferruginea. This is a bird 
which in its breeding plumage is the colour of rusty iron – 
Latin ferrugo, rust and ferruginea means the colour of rusty 
iron. unfortunately we would have to travel to the northern 
hemisphere to see this colouration.

Broad-billed Sandpiper – Limicola falcinellus. Limicola 
means dwelling in mud from limus, mud and –cola , living in 
a place. Falcinellus is the diminutive of fax/falcus – a sickle. 
The bill is almost straight for about two thirds of its length, 
then it curves downwards and broadens towards the end.

Ruff and Reeve – Philomachus pugnax. Probably the 
only Australian species which has different names for the two 
sexes. ruff refers to the spectacular breeding plumage of the 
male when he develops a large puffed up ruff in display. The 
origin of the name reeve is unknown. Philomachus means 
lover	of	fighting	from	the	Greek	philo-,	loving	and	makhe, 
combat.	To	reinforce	this	name	the	specific	name	pugnax 
also	means	fond	of	fighting!

Red-necked Phalarope – Phalaropus lobatus. 
Phalaropus means coot-footed from the Greek phalaris, coot, 
and pous, foot. Coots have lobed, not webbed feet. Lobatus 
means lobed, from the Latin. Another Latin name, like that 
of the ruff, which means the same thing twice! Also known 
as the Northern Phalarope.

Turnicidae – button-quails
The name Turnix is a shortened form of the genus name 
Coturnix – so named as the button-quails do not have a hind 
toe, that is they are not a complete quail. One of the early 
names for this bird was hemipode, meaning part foot. 

Red-backed Button-quail – Turnix maculosa. Turnix 
meaning less than a full quail. The Latin for spot is macula 
named	for	the	spotted	wing	coverts	and	flanks	on	both	
sexes. One of the early names for this species was Black–
spotted Quail.

Black-breasted Button-quail – Turnix melanogaster. 
Specific	name	comes	from	the	Greek	melas, black and 
gaster, belly hence black-bellied or breasted.

Chestnut-backed Button-quail – Turnix castanota. 
This name comes from the Old Portuguese castanna, Latin 
castanea and Greek kastanon - all meaning chestnut, and 
noton, Greek for back.

Buff-breasted Button-quail – Turnix olivii. Not named 
after	a	colour,	but	after	Edmund	Olive	who	collected	the	first	
specimen of this bird near Cooktown in 1899.

Painted Button-quail – Turnix varia.	The	specific	name	
varia meaning various referring to the contrasting colours of 
the bird.

Red-chested Button-quail – Turnix pyrrothorax. This 
is another easy one –pyrros is the Greek word meaning the 
colour	of	fire	and	thorax pertaining to the chest or breast. 
Thorax is the name given to the armoured breastplate worn 
by Greek soldiers. Hence red-chested Button-quail.

Little Button-quail – Turnix velox. This	specific	name	
comes from the Latin velox meaning fast or rapid. All the 
button-quails and indeed quails too tend to erupt speedily 
from	under	one’s	feet	when	flushed.	

Monticola
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Carnamah, Inering Hills
3.5 hours drive north of Perth

Purpose built modern one bedroom self contained studio/
cottage on working farm with fine views over the granite 
rocks. Wheatbelt and transitional woodland birds. Linen  
supplied. Guided visit to key sites included.

2 nights, 2-3 people $275.00.
Other options for accommodation may be available. Please ask.
For more details + photos:

Pauline.Wittwer@bigpond.com 
or 0428 674 074. Farm: 9951 1225.

Members of BirdLife WA and Land for Wildlife.
Your well behaved dog is welcome.

White-fronted Chat, Rottnest Island, 15 
September. Photo by John McMullan
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Members’ contributions
AN EArLy rECOrD OF THE LONG-
TOED STINT IN PErTH

Marcus Singor (WABN 147: 21) does not list any records 
of the Long-toed Stint in the south-west before 1981. 
Therefore I wish to add an observation of my own made at 
Kewdale in March 1968.

At that time there was a large lake at the eastern 
intersection of Kewdale and Hardey roads, Kewdale. The 
lake	has	since	been	filled	in	and	built	over	and	Hardey	Road	
is now part of Tonkin Highway. However, at the time of my 
visit a broad margin of the lake was completely dried out. 
On this margin were many Black-fronted Dotterels and a 
small	flock	of	Red-necked	Stints.	I	was	particularly	familiar	
with the red-necked Stint as I had trapped and banded 
many hundreds of them at Pelican Point, Crawley in the 
early 1960s. But my attention was drawn to three stints not 
far from the red-necked Stints. They were brown instead 
of grey, had greenish legs and seemed slightly smaller. The 
colour of their legs was different to the green slime — an 
algae? — that sometimes coats the black legs of the red-
necked Stints. These factors induced me to identify the three 
birds as Long-toed Stints.

I dutifully wrote up my observations and passed the note 
to Dr Dom Serventy who was then editor of the Western 
Australian Naturalist but he did not publish my note, 
presumably because at that time only one specimen had 
been collected in the south-west and that by Julian Ford on 
a bank of the Serpentine river, well south of Perth. In those 
days, ornithologists were very conservative about their 
observations and usually tried to make an unusual bird into 
a species known to occur in the area. I can’t even imagine 
what the good doctor would think of the observations and 
photographs of today’s observers.

Robert Stranger

BOurKE’S PArrOTED OuT

After the very successful Mount Gibson campout and bird 
surveys three of us decided to move on to the Paynes Find 
area for a few days, as if we hadn’t had enough birding 
already! Alan Watson, John McMullan and I headed up to 
Paynes Find and then inland on the Sandstone road. I’d 
visited this area about a year ago and our destination was 
the	Warne	River	but	first	we	stopped	at	a	bush	area	where	
last year I’d seen a pair of White-browed Treecreepers. 
After about half an hour’s birding sure enough we came 
across a pair of White-browed Treecreepers in exactly the 
same spot as I’d seen them a year earlier. These birds are 
described as being sedentary and I suppose it’s quite likely 
they were the same pair I’d seen before. If that was the 
case it occurred to me that I was probably the last person 
to have seen them, and conversely I would have been the 
last person they’d seen. If White-browed Treecreepers could 
talk, the conversation may have gone something like, “Hey 
here’s that crazy guy with the binoculars again and now he’s 
brought a couple of his mates with him!”

Be that as it may, we then drove on and set up camp at 
the Warne river. Not much of a river, it all looked very dry 
with just a few small puddles, but that night the area was 
hit by a spectacular thunderstorm. We had heavy rain and 

almost continuous lightning for several hours with one or 
two thunderbolts hitting the ground not far from us. All this 
turned out to be a very lucky break as the next morning 
the	river	had	a	slight	flow	on	it	and	there	was	water	lying	
on the ground everywhere. Along with the water came 
the	birds,	and	we	soon	found	a	mixed	flock	of	Mulga	and	
Bourke’s Parrots. Crested Bellbirds, red-capped robins, 
Spiny-cheeked and Singing Honeyeaters were plentiful and 
a huge Emu put in an appearance. Not far away a Chiming 
Wedgebill was chiming in.

The	next	day	we	started	finding	more	species	—	Pied	
Honeyeater, Crimson Chat, Mistletoebird, Hooded robin, 
Black-fronted Dotterel and, the icing on the cake,  Gilbert’s 
Whistler! Gilbert’s Whistlers aren’t very generous with their 
time as far as birders are concerned but a very obliging male 
gave me about ten seconds out in the sunlight, one ‘helluva’ 
ten seconds!

Bourke’s Parrots seemed to be everywhere and we started 
to joke amongst ourselves that we were becoming ‘Bourke’s 
Parroted out’; indeed, they were becoming a bit of a 
nuisance as on one occasion when we were carefully stalking 
a	brilliantly	coloured	Crimson	Chat	a	flock	of	the	flighty	
Bourke’s Parrots took to the air and scared it off. Still, if 
that’s the only thing a birder has to complain about, things 
can’t be too bad.

We had arrived on a Friday afternoon and on the Sunday 
at midday Alan and John left while I was staying on for an 
extra day. In the next three hours the river suddenly rose by 
about	a	metre	and	was	flowing	over	the	road;	plenty	of	rain	
must have fallen upstream.

The next morning before leaving I found Gilbert’s Whistlers 
again, a pair of them this time. Altogether a great couple of 
day’s birding, a brilliant show put on by mother-nature and a 
fitting	finale	to	the	Mount	Gibson	campout.

Peter White

THE THrEE PHASES OF BIrDING

Phase One — Beginning and Young-age Birding

1.	 rise with the dawn for best birding.
2.	 Walk briskly, scanning the trees and the sky for 

sightings.
3.	 use your gift of excellent eyesight and motion perception 

to make visual contact with objectives.
4.	 Strive for at least three life-listers per outing.
5.	 record all sightings in a pocket notebook.
6.	 Transfer	field	record	to	Life	Listing	Record	file	on	the	

computer at once.

Phase Two — Mid-life Birding

1.	 Use	the	dawn	chorus	to	perfect	your	identification	of	
birdcalls.

2.	 Proceed steadily, giving equal time to scanning the 
canopy and understory for sightings.

3.	 use sound to augment your views through your bifocal 
glasses.

4.	 Award yourself with a glass of wine for a new life-lister.
5.	 Trust your memory to record the total list of species 

sightings for any single outing.
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6.	 Add	sightings	of	life	listers	to	computer	file	later	at	

leisure.

Phase Three – Mature-aged Birding

1.	 Sleep through the dawn chorus; you’ve heard it all 
before.

2.	 Walk slowly, concentrating on the ground to prevent 
tripping on protruding branches and rocks.

3.	 Turn up the volume on your hearing aids to be able to 
hear the whispers of others concerning their sightings 
over the sound of your pounding heart.

4.	 Employ a birding guide or go with learned friends to 
locate a new life-lister.

5.	 Await	the	evening	birdcall	around	the	campfire	to	remind	
you of your own sightings.

6.	 Ask your grandchildren to add your new life-lister record 
to	your	computer	file	via	their	iPhone.

David T Bell

BIrDS IN A WILSON GArDEN

In the Perth metropolitan area, the birdlife of lakes, swamps, 
other wetlands, reserves, remnant bushland and parklands 
is being increasingly monitored, but the birdlife in people’s 
gardens, around their homes and in their suburbs, is 
seldom recorded. Presumably, this is because observers do 
not	think	that	a	bird	list	of	five,	ten	or	15	species	is	worth	
recording and that the birds are not of any interest. But 
this is not so and studies within the metropolitan area are 
valuable and needed. Further, watching birds is only half the 
fun of birdwatching, and the other half is writing up your 
observations and publishing them.

An example of a good area study was made in Leederville 
by Dr Ian Abbott (2009a), Leederville being a very old and 
well established suburb. Birders may not wish or be able 
to give such a detailed account of their suburbs’ histories, 
but a much simpler study was made by myself in a well 
established part of Maylands. I simply recorded the birds 
that occurred within one kilometre of my home and ascribed 
each species the status of being resident or visitor (Stranger 
2001). If studies like these were made throughout the 
metropolitan area a formidable fund of knowledge would 
accrue and any future changes in the 
composition of the birdlife would be 
easily and readily recorded.

With this in mind I present notes 
on the birds which frequented the 
garden of my home in Hopkinson 
Way, Wilson. My home was situated 
on a large block of land at the 
western corner of Hopkinson Way and 
the observations were casually made 
from 1969 to 1980. Much of the 
garden	consisted	of	native	flora.

The area was largely developed but 
not particularly old and lacked the 
vegetation needed by species such as 
the Spotted Dove. My home was one 

kilometre from the Canning river and half a kilometre from a 
small, wastewater dam which was sometimes frequented by 
small numbers of Black-winged Stilts (Aboriginal name: dit).

Observers may be unsettled by the Aboriginal names (Abbott 
2009b) which follow the common names, but common and 
scientific	names	may	or	will	change	over	time,	whereas	the	
Aboriginal	names	will	remain	fixed	or	constant	forever.

The birds

Laughing Dove: an uncommon resident.

Pallid Cuckoo/djoodorn: one winter a bird fed on large, 
‘hairy’ caterpillars on the grapevines.

Splendid Fairy-wren/djorrdjilya: on one occasion a small 
party spent a few hours in the garden.

Singing Honeyeater/dooromdorum: a common resident; it 
feeds	from	the	flowers	of	hibiscus	and	jacaranda.

red Wattlebird/wodjalok: a rare visitor; it plucks spiders 
from their webs and from the eaves of houses.

Brown Honeyeater/djindjoka: a common, semi-resident; it 
hovers	when	feeding	from	the	flowers	of	Eremophila,	the	
branches being too slight to support the bird’s weight while 
feeding.

White-fronted Chat/yabawilban: on one occasion during a 
very	dry	year,	a	small	flock	foraged	over	the	front	lawn.

White-naped Honeyeater/djinki: on one occasion a small 
party sheltered in a large hibiscus.

rufous Whistler/bambon: in the autumn a bird would visit 
and spend a few hours or so in a large Silky Oak (grevillea).

Mistletoebird/moonidjidong: on one occasion a male bird 
sheltered for a short while in a large Japanese Peppermint.

Other notes

Silver Gull/djidjinook: one afternoon a number of birds were 
flying	around	the	area	and	feeding	on	flying	insects	(ants?).

Tree	Martin/kybot:	sometimes	flew	low	over	the	adjoining	
road, feeding on insects.

References
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uNuSuAL WHIMBrEL FEEDING 
BEHAvIOur

Recently	I	was	out	observing	shorebirds	on	the	mudflats	
at Back Beach near Karratha when I noticed a Whimbrel 
engaged in a feeding strategy that I had not previously 
observed.

The Whimbrel was crouched down with its belly near on the 
mudflats, peering ahead.

Then	suddenly	it	scurried	quickly	across	the	mud	flats	still	
in a crouched position, for about 30 metres, and picked up 
a small crab. I have seen this behaviour on three separate 
occasions.

The	behaviour	reminded	me	of	a	heron	stalking	a	fish.

Whimbrels are known to feed by sight and hearing and 
generally walk around and probe holes for food, be it a worm 
or crab.

Lou Leidwinger

EArLy SPrING 2013 WADErS 
AT LAKE PrESTON

Myalup Bird Observers (MBO) member, Beryl Flemming, 
learned that migratory bird numbers and different wader 
species arriving at roebuck Bay in 2012 were considered to 
be well up to par. Inexplicably, that bountiful avian event in 
the state’s far north west was not	reflected	later	that	year	
in most of the wetlands usually monitored in the south west 
region of Western Australia. 

This was particularly noticeable at Lake Preston before and 
during the annual wader count in February 2013, when the 
majority of the hundreds of birds counted were endemic 
water	birds,	although	small	flocks	of	Red-necked	Stints	had	
been recorded overwintering in 2013 at Lake Preston.

Surprisingly, months after the 2013 wader count the 
Shorebirds 2020 (WA) conference at Mandurah failed to 
produce an explanation; generally, opinion reckoned the 
marked decline in wader numbers found in the south of the 
state resulted from opportunistic dispersal to remote and 
largely unmonitored inland wetlands of Western Australia.

Where at Lake Preston to start on my spring 2013 
migratory wader quest? unusually bountiful winter rains 
had	replenished	the	lake	almost	to	flood	levels	not	seen	
since 2008, thereby denying forage and roosting beaches 
to waders from all but the two extensive spits that at low 
water levels are found exposed across the entire lake on an 
east-west axis. The main spit is usually the earlier of the two 
to receive migratory waders, so I kept a regular eye almost 
exclusively upon that spit. The extensive south spit usually 
comes into its own much later in the season.

Prompted by reports that migratory waders had started to 
arrive in numbers at Broome from mid-August, I decided to 
try to pin down how soon some of those waders would arrive 
at Lake Preston. However, en route to visit the main spit on 
July 29, I discovered several trail-bike tracks suspiciously 
close to where the wires at the fences across beaches north 

and south of the spit’s approaches had broken. However, a 
tree had blown over on the southern fence well up beach, 
and the wires at the lakeside strainer post of the northern 
fence had rusted away, corroded by continual exposure to 
the lake’s extremely saline water spray.

(MBO members originally obtained the fencing grant, 
assisted by the then Harvey Shire’s Natural resource 
Manager, and the then Department of Conservation and 
Environment’s senior ranger of the yalgorup National Park.)

So, my time for a while was necessarily given over to 
the practical conservation priority of requesting our local 
volunteer ‘Firies’ to chainsaw the fallen tree; then, with Errol 
Harwood, repairing fences intended to protect known Hooded 
Plover nesting sites from unlawful incursions by recreational 
vehicles.

Both Lake Preston’s wide and long spits show a well 
vegetated and elevated crown ridge declining towards level 
approaches to shorelines which at the main spit commonly 
comprise an uneven hard limestone lip at the waterline. 
The south shore of the main spit below the ridge shows a 
wide frontage of almost level shell beach that inundates 
only in good rainy seasons, then showing as, at present, an 
extensive shallow lagoon.

The main spit, about 7 km north of Myalup township, is 
approached on foot from a car park to the west, alongside 
Lake Preston road. It usually takes up to 1 1/2 hours to 
monitor both shorelines. Which of the two shores attracts 
the most waders depends on the prevailing wind at the time-
-either a south westerly, or a north easterly. (Gale driven 
white-capped waves are not unusual at Lake Preston at 
any time of the year.) Early spring wader arrivals seem to 
favour the east end of the Spit (33o03’05”S: 115o42’23” E), 
probably because that locality is the most remote and, given 
the evidence of lack of foot prints other than mine, it is very 
rarely disturbed by other walkers.

On the main spit east on August 12, 2013, Bill russell 
(Mandurah Bird Observers) found several adult Hooded 
Plovers (HP) accompanied by three HP sub-adults he had 
captured	and	flagged	at	Lake	Pollard	back	in	April	2013.	I	
found that HP group at the main spit again on August 20, 
but	failed	to	find	any	migratory	waders,	with	the	same	result	
on	August	25,	except	for	the	flagged	HP	sub	adults	at	a	wide	
beach immediately south of the main spit.

But on August 27, numbers started to improve at the 
main spit: four adult HP, 18 red-capped Plovers, two 
Banded Lapwings and 19 red-necked Stints still retaining 
a	discernible	breeding	red	neck	flush.	On	August	29	at	the	
main	spit:	three	adult	HP	and	one	flagged	sub-adult,	12	Red-
capped Plovers; and one red Knot. yet, on September 8; I 
found only six red-capped Plovers. In former years it was 
usual to observe scores of Pied Cormorants roosting at a 
rocky headland just north of the main spit east; only one or 
two birds have been seen recently.

On the main spit on September 20 I observed: <800 Banded 
Stilts, made up of very scattered swimmers and a large 
raft of roosting birds, along with < 800 scattered Silver 
Gulls. Then, as with subsequent main spit wader sightings 
September 23/25/28/30, several wader species were found 
on October 5/9/12 associating in a close group, and a small 
flock	of	Red	Knots.

It would require me to use our Myalup bird group’s 
spotter scope and repeated observations over more time 
to	confidently	pick	out	the	often	minor	differences	of	

Members’ contributions, ctd
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morphology especially between small migratory wader 
species. 

At the south shore, during north easterlies, mixed wader 
groups tended to huddle together on hard outcrops 
of exposed limestone reef well out from the presently 
inundated shallow lagoon that fronts what has been the hard 
lip waterline more usually during lower annual water levels 
(283 mm of rain was recorded at Myalup till 30 June 2013; 
and 761mm by 23 September 2013 (pers. comm. Kurt Zink, 
Myalup)).

My Leitz 10x40 binoculars usually allow me to pick out slight 
plumage colour variations among the smallest waders at 
the main spit. For part of the time, the mixed waders at 
the spit foraged together along the water line. Generally, 
as with much of west Lake Preston, microbial-mat habitat 
of waders’ macro-invertebrate prey will start to develop 
only as the lake level recedes and the temperature warms 
up. The juvenile ruddy Turnstones appeared to forage the 
most urgently. Many of the scattered stilt swimmers were 
observed repeatedly dipping their bills, and likely were 
seizing on drifting prey. So, it seems possible that the early 
spring	waders	at	the	main	spit	were	feeding	also	on	floating/
swimming prey driven to the spit water line by wind and 
current.

Except	for	one	flash	spat	between	a	medium	large	wader	
and a smaller one close by, all the mixed groups of waders 
associated peacefully. Possibly the presently limited space 
at	the	flooded	lake	for	roosting	and	foraging	at	least	partly	
governed the different waders’ gregarious behaviour. 

While on occasions disturbed mixed groups of waders all 
flew	off	at	once,	repeatedly	both	sand	plover	species	inclined	
to	sneak	behind	the	flimsiest	cover,	and	then	scoot	off	only	
when closely approached by the observer. It was possible 
to approach immature ruddy Turnstones to within a few 
metres. I obtained acceptable photographs of Greater Sand 
Plovers, Lesser Sand Plovers and Grey-tailed Tattlers.

Latterly, the wader groups turned up several juvenile ruddy 
Turnstones, several red-necked Stints, two Grey-tailed 
Tattlers, a red Knot and a few red-capped Plovers. Also, 
encouragingly,	several	flights	of	small	unidentified	waders	
were	distantly	observed	flying	over	the	main	spit.

However,	it	was	not	possible	to	confirm	a	possible	Pectoral	
Sandpiper, which tended rather to dwarf the smallest waders 
roosting alongside, or to be certain about what looked like 
a	male	Pacific	Golden	Plover	not	yet	entirely	moulted	of	its	
breeding plumage. As far as I could tell from a very brief 
glimpse	as	the	bird	flexed	its	wings,	that	medium-large	
wader lacked the diagnostic black ‘armpits’ of a Grey Plover.

However, I remain stumped by the identity of some of the 
smallest	waders	in	one	group,	which	definitely	included	one	
or more mature (or immature), male, or female, red-capped 
Plovers.

Shelduck parents and their vulnerable downy ducklings 
provided additional interest at the main spit. After the 
first	substantial	rain,	shelducks	are	among	the	earliest	
breeders at Lake Preston. An adult fox put in a mid-
morning appearance on the mainland opposite the east 
end of the spit. The fox seemed intent of stalking a pair of 
adult shelduck at the water’s edge. Foxes regularly prey on 
Hooded Plover eggs and young at Lake Preston.

Hooded Plovers had not returned to the main spit by October 
12	(say,	mid-Spring,	and	after	recording	my	1900th	field	trip	
at Lake Preston since 2000) just as an adult male Swamp 
Harrier started making regular forays above the Banded 
Stilt at the main spit. However, hopefully migratory waders 
will arrive back in numbers at Lake Preston this summer, 
showing again the 22 migratory wader species we have 
so far recorded prior to the summer of 2012 (including a 
Double-banded Plover)—with the strong possibility in future 
of adding Wood Sandpiper, Common Sandpiper, red-kneed 
Dotterel, and Little ringed Plover.

Tony France
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BirdLife WA 2014 Calendar
After the success of the 2013 calendar we are 
pleased to present the BIGGER 2014 BirdLife WA 
calendar. All photographs by BirdLife WA members.
Cost: $10 each at office or $12 if posted.
You can order online http://www.birdlife.org.au/
locations/birdlife-western-australia or from the office 
9383 7749 using direct deposit or cheque payment. 
Or over the counter by cash or cheque.

All profits aid the BirdLife WA 
Australasian Bittern Project.
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Once only offer of a wonderful gift for birdlovers

Crossword No. 17
CLuES

Across
4. Helpful attribute in distinguishing species.
8. Act of brooding.
10. Some waterbirds build one as access to nest.
11. Material of waterproof boots.
12. Dark-coloured head and throat.
15. Parts of a bird’s bill.
18. Some birds seem to indulge in this.
19. To hang in the air.
23.	 Distinctive	feature,	identifies	a	bird	with	certainty.
24. Ancient instrument, providing name for a bird.
25. Curved coral reef enclosing a lagoon.
26. Many insects eaten by ibis are …
28. Decayed.
29. To turn head freely from side to side, as an owl 

does.

Down
1. Sight.
2. rebuke noisily.
3. Abnormal.
4. Brood of quail.
5. A bird provides warmth by sitting … eggs.
6. Most common shape of eggs.
7. The plumage of a duck … water.
9. Hollow, cylindrical nostril of albatross.
13. A wise parent will … of chicks’ faecal sacs.
14. Abbreviation for WA observatory.
16. Degree of saltiness.
17. One kite has a black one.
20. rarely occurring in this area.
21. Long neck feathers.
22. Number of stork species found in Australia.
23. One’s habitual food.
27. A Willie Wagtail has a white stripe above his.

by Pam Agar

See page 50 for Answers
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Notices

BirdLife WA has had a generous donation on six framed Gould 
lithographs.	We	are	offering	these	to	the	membership	first	at	
the price paid for them by the donor. If they are not sold we 
will send them to be auctioned next March. They are all in 
excellent condition.

The donor has asked that the proceeds of the sale go to 
the Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo Recovery Project.

Also donated is Gould’s ‘The Mammals of Australia” $400

Please	contact	the	BirdLife	WA	office	at	93837749	or	
Email: wa@birdLife.org.au if you are interested in viewing 
these items with the intention of possible purchase.

Suzanne Mather, Chair

  Items

No 241 CINCLOSOMA 
PuNCTATuM

Spotted Ground 
Thrush

$400

No 255 COrvuS 
COrONOIDES

White-eyed Crow $400

No 276 PTILOTIS OrNATuS Graceful Ptilotis $400

No 330 CLIMACTErIS 
SCANDENS

Brown Tree 
Creeper

$400

No 641 PTILOTIS NOTATA yellow Spotted 
Honey Eater

$400

No 753 MONACHELLA 
MuELLErIANA

Chat-Like 
Flycatcher

$300
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BirdLife Western Australia
Committee nomination form

Position:                                                                                                                                                                                                   
(Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, Committee member)

Nominee:
                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Nominated by:
                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Seconded by:
                                                                                                                                                                                                   

I hereby accept this nomination:

                                                                                                                                                                                                  
(Signature of nominee)

Date:                                                     

Please return this form before 30 January 2014 to:

The Secretary, BirdLife Western Australia, 167 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat, WA 6014

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

NOTICE OF 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

BIRDLIFE WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Monday 24th February 2014 at 7:30 pm
Bold Park Ecology Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, 

Floreat

The Annual General Meeting of BirdLife Western 
Australia is called to consider the following 
agenda:
Apologies
Confirmation of 2013 minutes (see BA website)
Business arising
Chair’s report
Treasurer’s report
Election of officers 
General business 

Suzanne Mather, 
Chair

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
BirdLife Western Australia

Nominations are called for the following positions to be 
elected at the BirdLife Annual General Meeting on 23th 
February 2014. 

 Chair
 Vice Chair
 Secretary
 Treasurer
 Committee members (up to 8)

Nomination forms are available from the BirdLife WA 
office and also in this edition of WABN (see below) 
and should be returned to the Secretary by 30th January 
2014.

Members are advised that some members of the current 
Executive Committee will not be renominating. 
Volunteers willing to attend monthly meetings and take 
on other responsibilities are sought.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA
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Annual Hooded Plover Count
Saturday 8 February 2014 
and 
Sunday 9 February 2014
Don’t miss out on one of the birding highlights of 

the year!
Surveyors needed.

For details please contact Marcus Singor:
Tel: 9362 2742

e-mail :  msingor@iprimus.com.au

Survey sheet included in this issue.

Notices, ctd

Sunday 15 December
BWA Christmas barbecue

The annual Christmas barbecue this year 
will be held as usual at Peregrine House, at 
about 6:00 pm, on the lawn at the rear of 

the building.
Bring your own food and drink, 
and chairs if possible.
All members welcome.

Some members relaxing at last 
year’s Christmas barbecue.

Christmas shutdown
Our Peregrine House office will be closed from 
Thursday 19 December 2013, reopening on 
Monday  6 January 2014

Rangelands Surveys 2014

To allow people to plan well ahead, the dates for 
the 2014 surveys have been set at Saturday July 
19 - Saturday August 2, with the actual surveys 
starting on Monday July 21.

Extra travel time may need to be allowed 
depending on the venue and how you like to 
travel.

No decision has yet been made about the area/s 
to be surveyed but perhaps one area that has 
previously been surveyed will be included to allow 
comparison with earlier data. Possibilities include 
areas in the Pilbara, Gascoyne, Murchison or the 
Great Western Woodlands.

Site selection also depends on factors such as 
weather conditions early next year and input from 
the Department of Parks and Wildlife.

Summer surveys in the Great Western 
Woodlands

See Coming Events, page 45

COMBINED CHARITIES' 
CARD SHOP

Trading in the foyer, Westpac Bank
109 St George's Tce, Perth
(corner of William Street)

Monday - Friday
From 2 September - 20 December:

10.00 am - 3.00 pm

The Combined Charities' Card Shop is looking 
for volunteers to help sell Christmas cards. 
Around 20 charities benefit from the sale 
of these cards, including BirdLife Western 
Australia.

Anyone interested in volunteering can contact 
Valerie Hemsley: 

e-mail: themsley@iinet.net.au 
or on 08 9364 6573
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CONSERVATION: ARE THERE ANY THREATS EVIDENT?          

DOGS  (    )    CATS (   )  FOXES  (   )  HORSES (    )  FOUR WHEEL DRIVE VEHICLES (    )  QUAD BIKES (    ) 

TRAIL BIKES  (    )  

                 
              
 
Please draw a sketch map of the area (e.g. wetland or section of beach) even if Hooded Plovers 
were not found.  Please show which part of the area you searched, as well as location of Hooded 
Plovers and nests. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OTHER WADERS PRESENT: (species and numbers) 
 
Pied Oystercatcher 
 
Sooty Oystercatcher 
 
Red-capped Plover 
 
Sanderling  
 
Red-necked Stint 
 
Ruddy Turnstone 
 
......................................... 
 
......................................... 
 
 
COMMENTS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for filling out the form. Please return it to: 
 
BIRDLIFE W.A. 
Hooded Plover Committee 
167 Perry Lakes Drive 
Floreat. W.A.     6014 
 
Tel: 08 9383 7749 
 
e-mail: wa@birdlife.org.au 

Notices, ctd
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Donations and bequests to 
BirdLife Western Australia

The Western Australian Branch is aiming to be in the financial 
position to support conservation work through projects, 
particularly aimed at threatened species. With the decline in 
government funding, support for this work through donations 
and bequests is one way this aim can be realised in the future.
Tax deductible donations, specifically for BirdLife Western 
Australia, can be made to BirdLife Western Australia through 
our office at Peregrine House. A tax deductible receipt will be 
issued.
If the donation is being made as a direct deposit in the BirdLife 
Western Australia bank account, it is important to signify who 
it is from and for this purpose.
Donations will then be held in an account so that they 
can be accounted for through the national office each 
year in accordance with the Federal Taxation Department 
requirements.
Such donations, unless specified by the donor for a particular 
purpose, will be used to assist in meeting the objectives of 
the organisation. The details of this will be decided by the 
Executive Committee, guided by the finance policy of the 
branch.
Bequests can also be made specifically for the branch with the 
same process.

Suzanne Mather, Chair, BirdLife Western Australia

Notices, ctd
Waterfowl in the north-west

Recent reports have included some 
extremely high numbers of waterfowl 
in the north-west (see, for example, the 
Observations section in this issue). It is 
likely that these birds may be remnants of 
a mass exodus from southern Australia. 
If so, then this event would very possibly 
illustrate what occurs in an instance when 
such a dispersal event does not coincide 
with favourable conditions at such refuges 
as Mandora Marsh, and as such information 
as to their movements, survival rates, etc, 
will provide valuable information.

We would value any input from interested 
observers, either to us directly, or as a 
contribution to WABN. Observations from 
Mandora Marsh would be particularly 
valuable.

John Darnell 
(John.Darnell@museum.wa.gov.au) and 

Allan Burbidge (allanb99@bigpond.net.au)

BANDED STILTS
PLEASE KEEP AN EYE OUT: In recent weeks several thousand 
Banded Stilt chicks have dispersed from Lake Torrens, South 
Australia, and are turning up at a range of southern sites. Thanks 
to the efforts of the Victorian Wader Studies Group and a team of 
other local volunteers, 947 of them are sporting blue leg flags on 
their upper left leg!

The accompanying photographs (see page 2) show some blue-
flagged Lake Torrens chicks observed recently at Price, Yorke 
Peninsula. A few of us have also seen small groups of these 
juvenile stilts at Port Augusta and between Snowtown and 
Redhill in mid north of SA. In each of these flocks up to 10% of 
the chicks have been wearing blue flags and nearly half of these 
are engraved with individual numbers/letters, making it well 
worth the effort of stopping to scan through a group of stilts with 
the telescope.

I am really interested in any sightings you may have. By getting 
an idea of the proportion of flagged juveniles in dispersing flocks 
we can estimate the fledging success from this breeding event 
as well as document the dispersal patterns of the flocks and 
movements of individual stilts with unique numbered flags.

Many thanks
Reece Pedler 

PhD Candidate, Deakin University 
Centre for Integrative Ecology, School of Life and Environmental 

Sciences 
Mobile: 0400 038 452 Email: reece.pedler@deakin.edu.au

FOR SALE

BRAND NEW KOWA SCOPE
I have a brand new Kowa TSN 602 scope with a 
30X Wide Angle eyepiece and window mount 
for sale.   Valued at $800.

For sale at $450
If interested please contact Lou Leidwinger at 

e-mail:  louleidwinger@gmail.com

Special books for sale
We have been given four copies of a superb 
publication, Birds of the South West. This is a limited 
edition, photographic, coffee table type book, not 
to be reprinted, that would make a great gift for 
someone special. The production was commissioned 
and financed by a Chinese backed mining venture 
as a gift.

The Executive Committee decided to offer 
these copies to the membership for sale at 
$250.00 each, with these funds to go towards the 
upgrading of our bird guides. A copy is held in the 
BirdLife WA library and can be viewed there.
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13 August outing, Riverview Golf Course

After bad weather forced us to give up on our plans to travel 
further	afield,	we	decided	to	visit	the	nearby	golf	course.	
There, we managed to see at least a few birds including 
Scarlet robin, red-winged Fairy-wren and red-capped 
Parrot before it got so wet that we decided to disband after 
morning tea. Only the wood duck on the dam looked happy.

10 September outing, Warriup area

We	were	rather	disappointed	to	find	Lake	Mullocullup	almost	
devoid of waterbirds when we arrived. We explored adjacent 
bushland which was a riot of colours after a very wet start 
to	spring.	Not	only	the	wildflowers,	but	also	the	constant	
calling of both Shining Bronze-Cuckoo and Fan-tailed Cuckoo 
heralded the arrival of spring. We found a good variety of 
bushbirds including Western rosella, Western Wattlebird and 
red-winged Fairy-wren. A total of 34 different species were 
recorded by the end of the excursion.

22 September outing, Stirling Range

Exceptionally bad weather forced the cancellation of this 
outing.

8 October outing, Cranbrook

Our initial plans to visit the Frank Smith property had to be 
scrapped due to wet conditions which had us worried about 
becoming bogged. However, we did not regret our decision 
to postpone our visit as the bushland east of Cranbrook 
provided us with great opportunities to observe birds not 
regularly seen closer to Albany. A brief stop at Lake Matilda 
along the way was disappointing as only two Hoary-headed 
Grebes, a Musk Duck and a Silver Gull were seen. Things 
soon improved when we arrived in Cranbrook. White-winged 
Triller, White-browed Babbler, rufous Treecreeper and regent 
Parrot	were	amongst	the	first	species	we	encountered.	
Highlights were a pair of Western yellow robins with recently 
fledged	offspring,	flirting	Sacred	Kingfishers,	a	Restless	
Flycatcher sitting on a nest and perhaps, best of all, a 

Crested Shrike-tit building a nest. Our luck continued at the 
Cranbrook Golf Course where we found red-capped robins 
feeding	a	fledgling	and	had	good	views	of	Varied	Sittella	and	
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo.

26 October outing, Stirling Range

Only six of us and a visitor from the uK braved the weather, 
which as usual was much worse in Albany, and headed to 
the	Stirling	Range	where	the	drizzle	seemed	mainly	confined	
to the peaks. Having learned from a friend that the rainbow 
Bee-eaters had arrived, we kept our eyes peeled for them, 
initially without much success as we found ourselves 
distracted by a small group of Mistletoebirds, a species we 
had not seen for quite a while. However, our list soon grew 
with Blue-breasted Fairy-wren, Purple-crowned Lorikeet, 
regent Parrot and Scarlet robin putting in an appearance. 
Whilst on the lookout for a rufous Songlark, a pipit strolled 
by, seemingly unconcerned about the binocular-carrying 
visitors standing at the edge of the track. The rainbow Bee-
eaters were eventually tracked down by their calls and were 
a highlight for those in the group who had never seen one 
before. The total count for the day was 48 species.

Upcoming excursions

Excursions will take place on Tuesday, 10 December, 14 
January 2014, 11 February and 11 March. More details about 
destinations, where to meet, etc, will be made available on 
BAWA e-news. you can also check the Albany Bird Group’s 
website: http://sites.google.com/site/albanybirds/Home

Excursion leaders will be either ray Garstone (PH: 9844 
7540), Brad Kneebone (PH: 9845 2233) or Anne Bondin 
(PH: 9844 1793). Feel free to contact any us for further 
information.

A	one-day	shorebird	identification	workshop	is	planned	for	
Sunday,	12	January.	The	date	is	yet	to	be	confirmed.	Please	
register your interest by e-mailing us at albanybirds@
hotmail.com.

ALBANy BrANCH

CAPE TO CAPE BIrD GrOuP
PROGRAM

Saturday 8 and Sunday 9 February: Hooded Plover 
surveys and WA wader count

If you wish to become a volunteer (within the Capes) for the 
above projects, please email Christine on cwilderone@yahoo.
com.au to obtain contact details.

Monday 17 February: Meeting, Druid’s Hall, Bussell 
Highway, Witchcliffe

7.00 pm – Talk by Boyd Wykes – ‘Birds of Margaret river 
gardens and adjacent forests’. Boyd, who as a retiree has 
returned	to	his	first	early	love	of	ornithology,	will	present	his	
conclusions on the seasonal dynamics of birds in the gardens 
of the Capes townships based on a year of monthly surveys 
and mist-net banding in two Witchcliffe gardens and the 
adjacent shire reserve.

Saturday 22 March: Half-day excursion, Dunsborough 
Lakes

Meet at 8.00 am on the left hand (south) side of Caves road, 
100 metres on the Dunsborough side of the Commonage 
road roundabout. There is plenty of room to park. The 
habitat is a string of four freshwater lakes alongside Caves 
road, on the golf course side, where there should be a good 
number of ducks and other waterbirds. If time permits, we 
can drive the short distance to the Geographe Bay end of 
Elmore road to visit a shore pool for waders. 
Leader: roger Cornes

Sunday 6 April: Half-day excursion, Carbanup Reserve

Meet at 8.00 am on the corner of O’Donnell and vickery 
Streets.	O’Donnell	Street	is	the	first	turn	left	off	Wildwood	
road if you approach from Bussell Highway or the last turn 
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right off Wildwood road, if you approach from the west. 
vickery Street is a ‘no through road’ so park anywhere along 
it. Morning tea will be on private property nearby. 
Leader: Janean robinson

All the excursions/meetings above are for BirdLife Australia 
members and the general public. For details of any of the 
above, please contact Christine Wilder cwilderone@yahoo.
com.au or Boyd Wykes majyx@iinet.net.au.

EXCURSION/MEETING REPORTS

Ten Mile Brook Dam, 11 August

On	a	remarkably	fine	morning,	four	of	us	met	at	the	Rusden	
Picnic Site in the Bramley National Park.

Initially,	we	followed	the	track	to	the	rapidly	flowing	Margaret	
river where the water level was the highest I’ve seen in 
a number of years. roger then showed us a disused track 
leading to a quiet part of the river. This section of forest 
contained	a	number	of	magnificent	old	Marris	with	several	
good hollows, where we discovered six Baudin’s Black-
Cockatoos. Our last stop was at the dam.

A total of 27 species was recorded, including a partly 
leucistic New Holland Honeyeater.

Christine Wilder

East Witchcliffe, 8 September

The	five	stalwarts	who	undertook	a	repeat	survey	of	the	East	
Witchcliffe reserve were rewarded with a delightful sunny 
respite from our winter-spring of rainy conditions.

Once again, both Christine’s A team and my B team recorded 
a rich selection of forest species during our 2 ha 20 minute 
surveys, the data for which has been placed with the May 
sightings in the BirdLife Australia Atlas data-base. Following 
the surveys, we roamed the site to further enjoy the birds 
while helping Jane Scott compile a list of the reserve’s plant 
species.

This pretty much completes our survey of this reserve. A 
total of 33 species of birds was recorded.

Boyd Wykes

First Year Anniversary meeting, 22 September

Eight	‘locals’	met	to	celebrate	our	official	first	anniversary.	
Following a brief discussion on our relationships within 
BirdLife WA, the strategic plan and our own future plans, 
we enjoyed a cup of tea and cakes, before we drove to our 
afternoon walk in East Witchcliffe.

Christine Wilder

Walk at East Witchcliffe, 22 September

Seven hardy birdwatchers braved the showers and predicted 
storms for what turned out to be a most enjoyable walk.

At the invitation of owners Mike Hulme and Michelle 
Sheridan, we explored the revegetated waterway that runs 
through their vineyard and sheep grazing property at East 
Witchcliffe, as well as the unallocated Crown Land (uCL) that 
surrounds it.

Highlights were a friendly pair of Baudin’s Black-Cockatoos, 
feeding on Marri seed and a stream-lined Wedge-tailed Eagle 
battling a head-wind while being harassed by ravens.

I for one will be coming to explore more in this neck of our 
woods. As well as the upland uCL on the northern side of 
Davis road, there is adjacent extensive uCL on the southern 
side of Karri and Blackbutt that is proposed to be vested in 
the Department of Parks and Wildlife.

Boyd Wykes

Meeting, talk by Peter Lane, 14 October

My hunch that an interest in birds extends to wanting to 
know more about habitat and underlying factors, including 
geology	and	hydrology,	was	confirmed	by	a	great	turn-out	
for Peter Lane’s talk.

Peter, our eminent local geologist, set the scene with the 
big picture of a supercontinent breaking apart to form 
Gondwana, from which India in turn broke away, and the 
processes involved. From there we homed straight in on the 
Leeuwin-Naturaliste ridge.

After	adding	soil	and	climate,	Peter	left	us	to	fill	in	the	
dots of vegetation and fauna to complete the picture, but 
not before showing off his wife Jann’s own glorious shot of 
pelicans rising from the estuary water at Augusta.

Boyd Wykes

BirdLife WA display at the Margaret River Agricultural 
Show, 19 October

On the initiative of Jodie Lane of Fair Harvest and Transition 
Margaret river, an outdoor pavilion at this year’s Agricultural 
Show promoted all things green and sustainable about our 
special region.

The Cape to Cape Bird Group and the Cape to Cape 
Catchment Group proudly promoted conservation and 
enjoyment of the natural environment, alongside stalls that 
included renewable energy, education, edible gardens and 
grey water reuse.

Christine and I happily chatted the day away about birds of 
the district and added a number of interested people to our 
mailing list. This is certainly an event that will become part 
of our annual program.

Boyd Wykes

Photography walk, Augusta, 20 October

The rain held off most of Sunday for our photography walk at 
the Augusta foreshore and caravan park grounds, despite the 
rain gauge recording 25 mm in the previous 24 hours.

A White-necked Heron amongst the paperbarks and a pair 
of	Australian	Wood	Ducks	with	five	ducklings,	together	
with roosting corellas and gulls, presented us with great 
opportunities for photography. Willie Wagtails posed nicely 
on fence posts, but fairy-wrens and pardalotes were more 
challenging.

This was an interesting exercise, and even without binoculars 
we were able to identify 36 species.

Christine Wilder
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From our meeting point at the junction of Government road 
and Thompson road, Tony, Elaine, Beryl, Edith, Jean, Judy 
and Margaret J. set off down Thompson, seeing quite a few 
Australasian Pipits, White-fronted Chats, a close up sighting 
of a Black-shouldered Kite and other birds commonly found 
on that road.

Travelling on, we drove up Black 
rock road, yarloop through the 
beautiful valley until we reached 
the farmer’s gate where we had 
planned to walk to the Dusky 
Woodswallow’s roost trees but 
the road was very wet and 
muddy. We will come back again 
at another time.

Judy took us to Lake Moyanup, 
Waroona where we admired 
the excellent plaque depicting 
a Noisy Scrub-bird such as 
was discovered in Waroona in 
1842 by naturalist John Gilbert.

Some	lovely	wildflowers	were	
seen including Hypocalymma 
angustifolium (White Myrtle) 
and perhaps two Donkey 
Orchids, Diuris corymbosa 
(Slender Donkey Orchid) and 
Diuris recurva (Dainty Donkey 
Orchid). We then drove to Judy’s 
interesting home where she graciously served morning tea 
for us all.

Judy then took us right to the informative shelter at the 
wetland reserve on the edge of Waroona. Birds were scarce 

to say the least but the chorus of frogs made up for this lack. 
We then enjoyed lunch at Logue Brook Cafe before heading 
for our homes.

More birds were added to our list by Tony and Elaine as they 
traveled home via riverdale road.

Birds seen were White-
faced Heron, Australian 
Magpie, Australian Shelduck, 
Australasian Pipit, White-
fronted Chat, Black-shouldered 
Kite, Straw-necked Ibis, Willy 
Wagtail, Nankeen Kestrel, red 
Wattlebird, red-tailed Black-
Cockatoo, Australian raven, 
Australian ringneck, grebe 
species, Dusky Woodswallow, 
Tree	Martin,	Pacific	Black	
Duck, Australian White 
Ibis, White-necked Heron, 
Australian Wood Duck, Grey 
Fantail, Grey Butcherbird, 
Laughing Kookaburra, Common 
Bronzewing, egret species, 
Black Swan (on nest), Grey 
Teal, yellow-billed Spoonbill and 
cormorant species

Tony and Elaine reported the 
fantastic sight of 19 White-
necked Herons in a group on the 

wetlands along riverdale road. These large, graceful birds 
are abundant this year and we can only wonder why.

Margaret Jones

MyALuP BrANCH

Members in the bird hide, Lake Mealup. 
Photo by Errol Harwood

WHEATBELT-AvON (WABBA) BrANCH

Excursion: Bilya Walk Trail, Toodyay, 3 November

On a warmish Sunday seven members and two visitors 
participated in the excursion along the Bilya Walk Trail, 
a distance of about 5.5.km along the banks of the Avon 
river. A bird hide named in honour of one of our members, 
John Masters, is located along the route. This is a newly 
completed trail and offers the birdwatcher a variety of 
habitats to enjoy.

A total of 49 species was recorded for the morning. An 
interesting observation by some of the members was the 
feeding of a young Western Gerygone by a female red-
capped	Robin.	The	gerygone	was	flying	and	perching	and	
continually	flapping	its	wings	when	perched.	This	is	when	it	
was observed being fed by the robin.

After lunch everyone travelled a short distance up the road 
to visit the historic farm Glen Avon, which is also on the 
banks of the Avon river, and owned by our member John 
Masters.	This	property	has	two	magnificent	dam	areas	and	
when	filled	with	water	attracts	a	lot	of	waterbirds,	many	of	
which breed there .

At the conclusion of this walk the total number of species 
for the day climbed to 60, which all agreed was a very good 
day’s work.

Thanks to all those who attended, and to John Masters for 
leading the excursion.

Max Howard 
Deputy Convener
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ELLIS BrOOK, 19 MAy

On a beautiful, sunny, calm autumn morning the large group 
of 26 people, all but one being members, leisurely strolled 
up through the valley of Ellis Brook. As always, we headed 
up through the Wandoo and climbed up over the waterfall 
ridge and back down the more gently sloping return leg. The 
local council has recently made some improvements to parts 
of the upward climb, with steel bridges and stronger hand 
rails, instead of the old rickety ones that were there before.

A grand total of 58 species were seen, seven of these being 
endemics:  red-capped Parrot, Western rosella, red-winged 
Fairy-wren, White-breasted robin, red-eared Firetail, 
Western Thornbill and Western Spinebill. Also, three duck, 
four raptor, seven cockatoo/parrot, two fairy-wren, three 
thornbill, eight honeyeater and three robin species were 
seen.	One	of	the	first	birds	of	the	day	was	a	Black-tailed	
Native-hen on the pond near the farm, which is very unusual 
for this area. Mistletoebirds seemed to be all around in the 
lowland areas and a Fan-tailed Cuckoo put in an appearance. 
A pair of red-eared Firetails caused a stir as they were busily 
nest building high in the valley near the waterfall. A red-
capped robin, seen lower in the valley, was also a notable 
species. All in all a great day.

Steve Burns

HILLAryS PELAGIC TrIP, 
4 AuGuST

This trip produced a fairly standard variety of species, 
although overall numbers were low, with the notable 
exception of Soft-plumaged Petrels. The low numbers of 
Indian yellow-nosed Albatross was a surprise for this time of 
year, and the complete absence of Hutton’s Shearwater even 
more so as August is generally the peak passage time for the 
species off the south-west coasts (they had been recorded 
on all ten previous Hillarys Pelagics in August).

There were early issues when the deckhand failed to turn 
up, and it wasn’t until 0800 that we were able to board the 
boat	and	set	off.	A	couple	of	Pacific	Gulls	were	seen	around	
the harbour during the wait. Conditions were calm inshore 
and apart from a few coastal species near the harbour, 
things were extremely quiet until we passed west of the 
west end of rottnest. The only birds seen on the way out 
up until that point were an Australasian Gannet and a group 
of Crested Terns (all at the same time). As we continued 
west of rottnest, a Little Shearwater was seen, followed 
a short while later by a second, more distant individual. 
unfortunately as usual, they quickly continued on their way 
and only a few people saw either bird. Shortly afterwards, 
the	first	White-faced	Storm-Petrel	was	seen,	followed	by	
several	Soft-plumaged	Petrels.	We	finally	saw	a	single	Indian	
yellow-nosed Albatross – their absence until that point was 
surprising	as	the	first	birds	are	usually	seen	as	we	pass	
rottnest. More Soft-plumaged Petrels and a second Indian 
yellow-nosed Albatross were the only further birds seen 
before we stopped the boat in 400m of water and deployed 
the chum mix, though two Humpback Whales were seen 
relatively close off the stern.

A few Soft-plumaged Petrels arrived shortly after the chum 
hit the water, followed by a single Wilson’s Storm-Petrel, 
then a White-faced Storm-Petrel. However, overall activity 

was	low	and	bird	numbers	built	very	slowly.	The	first	Indian	
yellow-nosed Albatross arrived, with numbers subsequently 
building	to	five	–	a	particularly	low	number	for	this	time	of	
year	–	and	was	followed	by	the	first	Great-winged	Petrel.	
We had drifted east a little, and repositioned near the start 
of the slick. The same species remained in attendance, 
but were joined by a Cape Petrel. This was an interesting 
individual as the relatively limited amount of white in the 
upperwing strongly indicated this bird represented the 
subspecies australe (Snares Cape Petrel), which breeds 
on New Zealand subantarctic islands. This subspecies is 
substantially less common than the nominate capense, 
estimated to make up less than 5% of the overall Cape 
Petrel population (Shirihai 2002). Indeed, it is reportedly 
often less common than the nominate race even in coastal 
New Zealand waters in the breeding season (Onley and 
Scofield	2007).

The same species remained around the boat, with all being 
present in low numbers except for Soft-plumaged Petrel 
which continued to be the most common species in evidence. 
As a result, it was no surprise when a dark morph Soft-
plumaged Petrel (or dark intermediate morph, depending 
on	your	definition	of	the	morphs	in	Soft-plumaged	Petrel!)	
appeared. Intermediate and dark morph individuals are 
rarely seen in general (extremely rarely in the case of true 
intermediate birds), but they appear to be more common in 
the eastern Indian Ocean, including off the WA coast. Next 
was a distant giant-petrel. Fortunately it was drawn to the 
chum and approached, landing in the slick near the boat. 
This	allowed	us	to	confirm	its	identity	as	a	Southern	Giant-
Petrel — a very young bird only just beginning to show the 
diagnostic green bill tip.

Shortly afterwards, we moved south along the 400m contour 
for 20 minutes searching for more birds. However, the bird 
action remained quiet – similar species were recorded at 
this new stop, with Soft-plumaged Petrels again the most 
common species. Another Cape Petrel appeared, this one 
with more intermediate amount of white in the upperwing. 
However, nothing new appeared and we had to turn for 
home. Shortly after we started moving, a Brown Skua 
appeared	in	the	wake,	the	first	for	the	day.	Aside	from	that,	
the return journey produced nothing new, though another 
Brown Skua was seen closer to shore, and Soft-plumaged 
Petrels continued to be the most common species until we 
passed rottnest. More Australasian Gannets were also in 
evidence on the return, and a few people saw a couple of 
distant Little Shearwaters. The highlight was probably a 
mother and calf Humpback Whale seen tail-slapping north of 
rottnest – several other humpbacks were also seen distantly 
during the return journey. We docked at around 1615, 
picking	up	another	Pacific	Gull	as	we	entered	the	harbour.

Many thanks, as always, to all the participants who make 
these trips possible. Thanks also go to the skipper for 
his efforts throughout the trip. No thanks though to the 
unknown deckhand who failed to show!

Species List [total count (Maximum number seen at 
one time)]

Indian yellow-nosed Albatross 12 (5)
Southern Giant-Petrel 1 (1)
Cape Petrel 2 (1) – 1 subspecies australe (NZ subspecies)
Great-winged Petrel 7 (1)
Soft-plumaged Petrel 70 (12) – 1 dark (or dark intermediate) 
morph
Little Shearwater 4 (1)
Wilson’s Storm Petrel 4 (1)
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White-faced Storm Petrel 9 (3)
Brown Skua 2 (1)
Australasian Gannet 15 (6) 
Crested Tern 16 (8)
Humpback Whale 9 (2)
In	harbour	(not	complete	list!):	Pacific	Gull	3	(1)
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John Graff

BIBrA LAKE, 17 AuGuST

Sixteen enthusiastic birders turned out on a dull and 
showery Saturday morning to walk around Bibra Lake. The 
temperature was ideal and the lack of wind was a blessing as 
there	had	been	fierce	winds	during	the	previous	week.

We broke into two groups with one 
walking a little faster than the other. 
This ensured that there were not too 
many people trying to see the birds at 
the one time. The second group was 
very fortunate to be in a hide when it 
rained quite heavily for a brief period. It 
was a 6 km walk right around the lake 
and there were birds of interest all the 
way. At times the sun broke through the 
clouds, making it very pleasant.

The	final	count	was	67	species	which	
was a great total for a morning’s effort. 
There were nine duck species (ten if you 
count the domestic duck) and seven 
raptor species. A highlight for many was 
the view through the telescope of a Swamp Harrier perched 
on top of a bush near the water’s edge. Another notable 
sighting was the hundreds of coot on the water, making 
it	just	a	little	harder	to	find	ducks.	The	trailing	group	also	
had good looks at a few red-tailed Black-Cockatoos that 
conveniently landed in a tree not far from the path.

Thanks to everyone who participated and contributed their 
identification	skills.

Jan and Dave Crossley

ALAN ANDErSON PArK, WALLISTON, 
12 SEPTEMBEr

Eight hardy birders, under the leadership of Maris Lauva, 
weathered the occasional shower during the two hour walk. 
Of the 28 species recorded, most sightings were made in 
the	first	200	metres	of	this	easy	walking	track	through	very	
varied bushland.

Although the weather precluded the sighting of any raptors 
of note (or the previously viewed Western yellow robin), 
we were fortunate enough to have a male Golden Whistler 
‘posing’ for us along with frequent sightings of a male 
Western Spinebill and both Carnaby’s and red-tailed Black-
Cockatoos.

Alan Watson

rOTTNEST ISLAND BuSHBIrD 
COuNT, 13–16 SEPTEMBEr

Only the birds that could withstand gales and downpours 
were counted on this weekend. The intensity of the wind 
made it a challenge to locate any bird calls and the heavy 
rain sent us scampering for the scant shelter of the trees. 
However, against the odds, 51 species were recorded. These 
included two rock Parrots at Bathurst Point, while the red-
capped	Robins,	Golden	Whistlers	and	Sacred	Kingfishers	
were more common. The Eastern Osprey was nesting and 
active at West End where we had the opportunity to sight 
whales and watch the seals basking.

The camaraderie caused by the weather made it a very 
interesting and enjoyable weekend. Thank to Sue, rob and 
Lorraine for the organisation and transport.

Lynley Davey

BICKLEy BrOOK, 
15 SEPTEMBEr

Nine members and one guest met at Bickley 
Brook	on	a	fine,	sunny	morning.	As	we	set	
off, John Luyer gave us the challenge of 40 
birds.

The reservoir was disappointing and most of 
the usual birds eluded us — the red-browed 
Finch, red-eared Firetail and Southern 
Emu-wren all stayed at home but we did 
see a good range of honeyeaters and two 

of the cuckoos. We had good views of a Scarlet robin and 
Dusky Woodswallow. All in all it was a very pleasant walk 
— we saw 38 species in the end so just missed our target. 
At the end we saw the Wedge-tailed Eagle again with two 
smaller raptors chasing it but did not get a good enough 
view to identify them.

Thanks to John and ruth Luyer for leading the walk. This 
was	my	first	bird	walk	for	several	years	and	I	really	enjoyed	
the walk and the generous giving of information.

Lesley Macauley

BOOTINE rOAD AND 
BOONANArrING NATurE 
rESErvES, 21 SEPTEMBEr

Thirteen members took part in this outing on a cool but 
pleasant	spring	day,	meeting	first	at	Bootine	Nature	Reserve,	
north of Gingin. The reserve was very green and very 

A Musk Duck (drake), 10 
August, Bibra Lake (see 
also p3). Photo by Barry 
Heinrich



Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 148 December 2013 Page 39

wet, so that we were somewhat limited as to how far we 
could walk in various directions, with the creek well and 
truly	flooded.	Despite	this	small	handicap	an	interesting	
collection of 43 species was recorded. These included around 
a hundred Straw-necked Ibis, Stubble Quail, Whistling and 
Black-shouldered Kites, Western rosella and red-capped 
Parrot, and Scarlet and red-capped robins. We were 
probably a fortnight or so early for the arrival and nesting of 
Sacred	Kingfishers	that	have	been	seen	on	previous	visits.	
One	outstanding	moment	was	watching	three	fledgling	
yellow-rumped Thornbills together on a 
slim branch, being fed by both parents.

One slight disappointment was that the 
Splendid Fairy-wren was the only one 
of the possible four species of fairy-
wrens that were seen, despite tantalising 
movements and calls perhaps suggesting 
red-winged Fairy-wrens, from swampy 
parts of the stream frontage.

After strengthening ourselves with a late 
morning tea / early lunch we travelled 
back along Bootine road, across the 
Brand Highway into Boonanarring Nature 
reserve. This large woodland/bushland 
reserve is on a low extension of the Darling 
Scarp and the road that used to go right 
through the middle of it seems to have 
largely disappeared. However, we spent 
a pleasant two hours or so in the low and 
open Marri/Jarrah woodlands in which a 
large	variety	of	flowering	shrubs,	orchids	
and other smaller plants were seen. It was a quiet time 
of day for most bushbirds, so a long list was not obtained 
but Carnaby’s Black- Cockatoo, variegated Fairy-wren and 
Tawny-crowned Honeyeater were recorded, in a total of 13 
species.

John and Judy Blyth

rEMLAP STATION CAMPOuT, 
27-30 SEPTEMBEr

remlap Station, located approximately 50 km north-west of 
Beacon and straddling the vermin-Proof Fence, was the site 
of the September long-weekend campout, led by Andrew 
and Jill Hobbs. Nineteen BWA members arrived on the Friday 
to the Salmon Gum-shaded campsite (a number of Purple-
crowned Docker Supporters cancelled at the last minute for 
some reason). The leaseholders and our hosts, John and 
Marilyn Dunne, use the region as an emergency stock-feed 
location, but haven’t run sheep for more than 12 years. 
The region, therefore, retains a relatively dense understory 
supporting an excellent range of bushbirds.

Over the weekend, we visited a variety of habitats, including 
samphire	flats	and	dunes	at	the	edge	of	Lake	Moore,	where	
we also observed the rare cactus-like plant, Dunna Dunna 
(Lawrencia helmsii), several granite breakaways, some with 
aboriginal gnamma holes, various woodlands of york Gums, 
Gimlets, Salmon Gums and Cypress Pines and regions of 
acacia scrubland.

A total of 76 species was recorded with the bird guessing 
prizes	won	by	Barry	Heinrich	and	David	Bell	(finally	a	win!).	
Eight raptors, including the Little Eagle and Peregrine 

Falcon, eight parrot species, with lots of regent and Mulga 
Parrots and a single Major Mitchell’s Cockatoo, and four 
Thornbills (yellow-rumped, Chestnut-rumped, Slaty-backed 
and Inland) were found. Flowering eremophilas brought in 
the nomadic Pied, Black and White-fronted Honeyeaters to 
join the resident Spiny-cheeked and Singing Honeyeaters 
and the red Wattlebird. Interesting passerines included 
Southern Whiteface, the red-capped and Western yellow 
robins, Splendid and White-winged Fairy-wrens, rufous 
Treecreeper and rufous and Gilbert’s Whistlers. Among the 

interesting non-passerine sightings were 
the Malleefowl, Tawny Frogmouth and red-
backed	Kingfisher.	Flocks	(or	is	it	“herds”)	
of Zebra Finches and bogans of Galahs (or 
whatever the proper collective noun might 
be?) added colour to a most interesting 
and productive weekend.

David Bell

NOrTH LAKE, 
29 SEPTEMBEr

At 8:00 am on a coolish and overcast 
morning our group of 13 including a 
visitor set off to walk around the lake. 
Considering the recent relatively heavy 
rainfall the lake had a very good covering 

of water and we were hoping to record something like 50 
species.

We headed to the south and near the western half of the 
lake the high viewing point afforded good views of birds 
such as a Glossy Ibis and White-necked Heron. Australian 
reed-Warblers were very vocal and one was observed nest 
building.

We went to a bush area to the south-east of the lake and 
were rewarded with bushbirds such as yellow-rumped 
Thornbill, Splendid Fairy-wren, rufous Whistler and Weebill.

We also made our way to a small lake to the east of the 
main lake and Peter White reported seeing a Freckled Duck. 
The rest of the group re-joined Peter but the duck could not 
be located. Most of the group moved on except for Peter and 
a couple of our members and when we were all together 
again photographic evidence was produced of a Freckled 
Duck	and	confirmation	there	were	at	least	three	of	the	ducks	
in residence.

The	sighting	of	the	Freckled	Ducks	is	significant	as	in	my	33	
years of surveying North Lake I had never seen this duck 
and to my knowledge it has never been recorded at the lake 
before, so well done to Peter White for this special sighting.

By the time we arrived back at the car park it was around 
10:40 am and the rain was imminent. Bird call showed we 
had recorded 56 species. The notable ‘non-tick’ was the 
Sacred	Kingfisher	that	sadly	confirms	this	species	is	rapidly	
declining around the Swan Coastal Plain lakes.

The walk showed that North Lake is still an important 
wetland when it holds water and sighting of the Freckled 
Ducks brings the total bird species list of the lake to 
approximately 140.

Wynton Maddeford

Excursion reports, ctd

Square-tailed Kite, 
Boonanarring (see also pp2 
and 52). Photo by Barry 
Heinrich
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QuEENS PArK rEGIONAL OPEN 
SPACE, 6 OCTOBEr

The walk around the Queens Park regional Open Space on 6 
October was attended by 26 people, including nine visitors. 
An even 50 bird species were encountered with the Brown 
Honeyeaters	dominating	the	area.	A	Sacred	Kingfisher	was	
seen by a few, and a few others heard a rainbow Bee-eater 
and a Splendid Fairy-wren. Three raptors, Brown Goshawk, 
Black-shouldered Kite and Australian Hobby, were seen and 
several nests of yellow-rumped Thornbills were watched for 
activity.

The water-oriented birds seen were Australian Shelduck, 
Grey	Teal,	Pacific	Black	Duck,	Hardhead,	Australasian	Grebe,	
White-necked Heron, White-faced Heron, Nankeen Night-
Heron, Australian White Ibis, Straw-necked Ibis, Purple 
Swamphen, Dusky Moorhen, Eurasian Coot, Black-fronted 
Dotterel, Australian reed-Warbler and Little Grassbird.

There	were	five	parrot	species	seen, with the stars of the 
morning	being	Red-tailed	Black-Cockatoos.	We	first	saw	a	
male and female sitting quietly together in a Marri tree. This 
gave us a chance to describe to the visitors the differences 
in plumage between the sexes — glossy black head and body 
with solid red markings on the tail of the male, compared 
to the cream spots and barring on the head and body with 
black-barred markings in an orange-yellow panel on the tail 
of the female.

As we moved closer, we then saw another two birds on a 
different	branch	near	the	first	pair.	These	were	younger	birds	
and appeared to be a male and a female. The presumed 
female had the plumage of an adult female. However, the 
young male had the completely black head of an adult male 
bird, but had the shadow of barring on the underparts and 
black-barred markings in an orange-yellow panel on the 
tail. HANZAB tells us that a male red-tailed Black-Cockatoo 
doesn’t attain full adult plumage until it is four years old but 
starts to lose the female spots and body barring in its third 
year.

We’d like to believe that this was a family group of mum, 
dad and two kids. HANZAB tells us that adults can breed 
every year and have been known to raise two broods in one 
year. While they can lay two eggs, it’s usually only one at a 
time. So perhaps this is mum and dad with a three year old 
male juvenile and a sex-yet-to-be-determined 1-2 year old 
juvenile. Or it could be two pairs, with one of the females 
being a cradle snatcher. Or it could be a single female with 
her male juvenile. Next time we’ll remember to look for 
the pale eye ring to separate a juvenile red-tailed Black-
Cockatoo from an adult female.

Friends of Queens Park Bushland

KAArAKIN, 12 OCTOBEr

Twenty-five	members	visited	Kaarakin	Black	Cockatoo	
Conservation Centre at 322 Mills road East, Martin. We were 
shown around the site by four volunteers. Kaarakin’s purpose 
is to rescue and rehabilitate native black cockatoos — 
Baudin’s, Carnaby’s and Forest red-tailed Black-Cockatoos. 
Kaarakin has been established in Martin for approximately 
five	years.

All three West Australian black cockatoo species are handled 
at Kaarakin. All species’ numbers are declining because of 
conflict	with	human	environments,	ie,	habitat	destruction	in	
breeding and wintering grounds and collisions on roads and 
with power lines. Cockatoos also clash with fruit growers as 
the hungry birds seek food in orchards that have replaced 
native vegetation.

On	the	Kaarakin	site	are	large	flight	aviaries	to	help	the	birds	
regain their strength and stamina before release. Kaarakin 
has been able to release birds already. They are tracked for 
some months to ensure they are able to survive in the wild, 
and	it	has	been	found	that	they	are	soon	able	to	find	their	
way	back	to	their	original	flocks.	Today,	a	bird	that	is	found	
to	be	unfit	for	release	must	be	euthanised,	but	some	birds	
that were presented before this regulation are still to be seen 
there.

If	you	find	or	hear	about	an	injured	black	cockatoo,	contact	
Kaarakin Black Cockatoo Conservation Centre:

9390 2288 (Business Hours) or 
vet Nurse (Louise) on 0448 046 202 or 

General Manager on 0499 991 041
Sandra West

HErDSMAN LAKE, 13 OCTOBEr

Twenty nine people, including some new members and 
visitors, attended the excursion to Herdsman Lake on a 
bright, sunny, spring morning. The water level in the lake 
was high and there were lots of birds to see. Breeding birds 

included Purple Swamphens, 
Dusky Moorhens, Eurasian 
Coots, Australian Wood Ducks 
and Black Swans with cygnets, 
as well as Great Cormorants 
nesting in trees amongst the 
bulrushes in the lake. Three 
grebe species were seen. 
Everyone saw the Black-tailed 
Native-hens dashing for cover 
and dashing out again to 
graze on the mown grass. Bird 
call produced 66 bird species 
during the enjoyable morning 
outing.

Barry Heinrich 
(relief leader)

Excursion reports, ctd

Purple Swamphen 
chick, Herdsman 
Lake (see also p49). 
Photo by Barry 
Heinrich

Top left: Baudin’s using its long upper mandible 
to extract seeds. Top right: Carnaby’s chewing the 
rim off to get to the seeds, Kaarakin. Photos by 
Jennifer Sumpton
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Excursion reports, ctd
WOODMAN POINT, 19 OCTOBEr

With very threatening weather, nine brave members came 
to the excursion but luckily there were only light showers. 
Arctic Jaegers were enjoying the wind and 
at one point six had ganged up on one poor 
Silver Gull! Waders seen were Sanderling, 
Grey-tailed Tattler, Greater Sand Plover, 
Grey Plover and red-capped Plover. We were 
surprised	to	have	an	Eastern	Osprey	fly	over	
the point.

At the end of the walk around the point 
we had seen 28 species. Half the group 
then went to the Tuart woodland within the 
reserve and we added another 19 species. 
Of interest were adult and juvenile Shining 
Bronze-Cuckoo and Fan-tailed Cuckoo. The 
woodlands walk was well worth the visit for 
both the birds and the historical artefacts. 
Total seen for the morning was 47 species.

Robyn Pickering

DryANDrA WOODLAND 
PHOTOGrOuP ExCurSION, 
20 OCTOBEr

Five members of the 
BirdLife Photogroup 
met at the old mill 
dam in Dryandra 
Woodlands on a 
somewhat cold drizzly 
day. In spite of the 
inclement weather we 
had a very enjoyable 
morning with plenty 
of birds around. I 
found the soft light 
conditions quite good 
for photography. I 
usually	find	birds	more	
approachable in soft 
light conditions. We found our umbrellas acted as small hides 
as we tried to capture birds on our sensors while keeping our 
equipment and ourselves dry.

Several parrot species were seen with Purple-crowned 
Lorikeets	shrieking	through	the	flowering	gum	trees	and	
even stopping long enough for us to take some photos of 
them. A good time was had by all.

Barry Heinrich

WESTErN FLOrA, ENEABBA 
CAMPOuT, 18 – 21 OCTOBEr

Do you know the Arrowsmith river? Have you ever been to 
the world’s biodiversity hot spot of Western Flora? No? Well 
it’s about time you did.

We	had	a	great	birdwatching	and	wild	flower	experience	with	
57	species	of	birds	recorded	and	27	species	of	wildflowers	
to the square metre. The verticordias were stunning. From a 
Spotted Harrier to a Collared Sparrowhawk taking the cake. 
For those who ventured up on the Thursday for a trip to 

Ellendale Pool the reward was 62 species for 
the day. See also photo, p51.

The	birds	had	it	all	with	magnificent	flowers	
and insects galore. Nesting time provided 
excellent viewing of Black-faced Cuckoo-
shrike, Willie Wagtail, Collared Sparrowhawk 
and Magpie-larks, to name a few.

The other highlight was the cloudburst 
on	Saturday	night	with	the	instant	flood	
cancelling any wonderful bbq ideas. Tawny-
crowned Honeyeaters were in abundance 
as were 40 rainbow Bee-eaters, a White-
necked Heron, Australian reed Warbler and 
20 Black-tailed Native-hens that had just 
arrived at Alan’s wetland, that is now a fully 
functioning habitat.

Thanks to Darryl and John and Alan Tinker, from Western 
Flora, for great organisation.

Jennifer Sumpton

LAKE CLArEMONT, 31 OCTOBEr

I was told by the leaders, Bruce Haynes and David Free, 
that I had to write the report for this excursion — possibly a 
consequence of not following instructions on where to park. 
Twenty-five	people	registered	included	two	park	officers	from	
Claremont Town Council and several members of Friends 
of Lake Claremont. The water level in Lake Claremont 
was higher than it has been for some years and plenty of 
birds were taking advantage of the abundant resources 
in the lake. The work done by the Friends group and local 
government	has	benefited	the	birds	using	the	lake,	with	
removal of exotic plants and planting of native species. 
Fourteen bird species were observed as breeding out of 49 
species seen during the excursion. Two Freckled Ducks seen 
during the excursion were only the second record of this 
species at the lake on the Western Australian data base. All 
participants enjoyed the excursion.

Barry Heinrich

Grey Plover, Woodman 
Point. Photo by Barry 
Heinrich

Jacky Winter, Dryandra (see 
also pp47 and 51). Photo by 
Barry Heinrich

Australasian Grebe, Lake 
Claremont. Photo by Barry 
Heinrich
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As we write this in late October, the BBO’s 
main visitor season is drawing to a close and 
storm clouds along the horizon suggest that 
the wet season is not far away.

Our October Birds of the Broome Region 
course	has	just	finished,	with	all	participants	
enjoying the fantastic range of birds and habitats that the 
area has to offer. Plenty of time was spent on learning and 
practicing	shorebird	identification,	for	which	Broome	is	
such an ideal location. No fewer than 37 different shorebird 
species were seen during the six days, including wonderful 
views of Asian Dowitcher, Broad-billed Sandpiper and 
Oriental	Plover	among	the	huge	mixed	flocks	roosting	on	the	
shores of roebuck Bay.

It has been an exciting time for shorebirds, with migrants 
returning from July onwards and juveniles of most species 
here by the end of September. In early November we will be 
welcoming back the Australian Wader Studies Group for a 
ten-day expedition to recapture Great Knots and red Knots 
that	were	fitted	with	geolocators	early	this	year.	The	data	
stored on the devices will give us detailed information on the 
birds’ movements up and down the East Asian/Australasian 
flyway	since	we	last	saw	them	—	provided	they	let	us	
recapture them!

It is also an exciting time for more unusual and rare visitors 
to our region. Broome’s famous Semipalmated Plover 
returned	to	the	sewage	ponds	for	its	fifth	successive	wet	
season on 29 September, and it was soon joined by a Little 
ringed Plover a few days later. Eastern yellow Wagtails 
were also back from late September, again mostly at the 
sewage ponds. A red-necked Phalarope and a Banded Stilt 
(a rarity around here) were found among the thousands 
of regular shorebirds seen on the October course. We 
have also run some wonderful full-day tours to see the 
birds out at the roebuck Plains lakes, where spectacular 
numbers of waterbirds and raptors have been delighting our 
visitors in the latter part of the dry season. Counts of three 
Black Falcons, six Spotted Harriers and 10 Black-breasted 
Buzzards, along with 12 other raptor species all on one day-
trip were unforgettable for the guests and guides alike.
For most of September we had a group of researchers 
from the royal Netherlands Institute for Sea research 
collecting samples of mud from roebuck Bay and studying 
the diverse and abundant fauna that dwells, mostly unseen, 
beneath the surface. visitors to the BBO during that time 
had the opportunity to see and learn about many weird and 
wonderful creatures from sea cucumbers and sentinel crabs 
to brittle stars and the ever-intriguing penis worm!

Our Wave the Waders Goodbye course in April is fully booked 
but there are still places available on the March course, 
running from 14 – 19 March 2014. The spectacular shorebird 
migration is the focus at this time, with large numbers of 
shorebirds preparing to depart for the Northern Hemisphere, 
many in their colourful breeding plumage. During the 
course you can expect to become more familiar with the 
shorebirds of roebuck Bay (and plenty of other birds 
besides),	brush	up	on	your	species	identification	skills	and	
learn about ecology and life cycles. See our website http://
broomebirdobservatory.com/ for more details about our 
courses, booking a visit to the BBO or recent sightings.

Richard Else and Hazel Watson, Assistant Wardens

STIRLING RANGE RETREAT
Escape to the Mountains

!!! Free 6th night !!!
Book now for Christmas school holidays!!

Look — extended to Christmas school holidays by popular 
demand!
A free 6th night in accommodation and on sites, from Satur-
day 14th December 2013 to Sunday 2nd February 2014.
True believers will love this ... Santa is visiting Stirling Range 
Retreat on Christmas Eve — Tuesday 24th December 2013 at 
6:30 pm.
Conditions: Prepayment of the first night’s tariff is required to 
confirm your booking and the balance is payable upon arrival. 
Direct bookings only.
We are able to accept Mastercard, Visacard and Direct Debit.

Bendigo Bank BSB 633 000 Account 122355472
Kindly pay Grandpeaks Pty Ltd and please email the 
lodgement receipt to info@stirlingrange.com.au. Thank you.
For bookings and further information contact Ayleen, Tony or Brian:

Stirling Range Retreat
Post: 8639 Chester Pass Road, Amelup, Western Australia 6338
Location: 8639 Chester Pass Road, opposite Bluff Knoll Road

Ph: +61 8 9827 9229  Fax: +61 8 9827 9224
Web: www.stirlingrange.com.au  Email: info@stirlingrange.com.au

Observatory reports
BrOOME BIrD OBSErvATOry

Eastern Yellow Wagtail, Broome. Photo by Hazel 
Watson
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Sightings at EBO add to wader 
migration knowledge
On 29 August 2013, Lorraine and Mick 
Hobgen, day visitors to EBO spotted a 
flagged	Sanderling	in	partial	worn	breeding	
plumage on Kanidal Beach. unfortunately, 
the	engraving	on	the	orange	flag	was	unable	to	be	
deciphered from the photo so the exact bird has not been 
identified.	However,	it	was	flagged	in	the	lower	south-east	of	
South Australia between robe and the victorian border and 

is presumed to be on its way back 
from the Arctic to SA.

Two	Ruddy	Turnstones,	one	flagged,	
were spotted on Kanidal Beach on 2 
September by volunteer caretakers 
Wendy	and	Alan	Pilkington.	The	flag	
engraving was clearly visible and 
allowed	the	bird	to	be	identified	as	
CVX.	CVX	was	first	banded	on	King	
Island in March 2007.

Cvx has been sighted or recaptured 
regularly since then but this is the 
first	sighting	away	from	King	Island.	
This	was	thought	to	be	the	first	
record of ruddy Turnstone returning 
to the south-east via the south-
west but this migration pattern has 
since	been	confirmed	by	geo-locator	
data. Cvx was again photographed 
at Manuka, King Island on 20 
September, so has reached home 
safely.

On	8	September	a	second	flagged	Ruddy	Turnstone	was	
spotted	and	identified	as	YNY	by	Wendy	and	Alan,	again	
on	Kanidal	Beach.	YNY	was	first	banded	in	March	2013	at	
Whistler Point, Duck Bay, King Island, aged 2+ at the time of 
banding. yNy was next sighted at Blackfellows Caves in SA 
on 17 September but to date (1 October) yNy has not been 
reported as reaching home.

Another	flagged	and	banded	Sanderling	(left	leg:	orange	
over yellow with the inscription of ‘45’) was sighted by us 
at Nine Mile Beach on 5 October. This bird was banded as 
an adult at yanerbie near Streaky Bay on Eyre Peninsula, 
South Australia, on 2 November 2012. The resighting was 
approximately 752 km from the banding site. There has 
been no further word of this bird.

Alan and Wendy Pilkington 
Caretakers, June – October 2013

Events coming soon
STUDYING REPTILES — $560 for 6 nights

Arriving Sunday 19th January 2014 – departing Saturday 
25th January 2014 - facilitated by Donna Simmons & Joe 
Porter
The course will show how to set up pit-fall traps of different 
designs and funnel traps. We will also be carrying out 
opportunistic sampling. Traps will be checked twice daily and 
any	reptiles	found	will	be	weighed,	measured,	identified	and	

marked before being released. Participants will each have the 
opportunity to process the reptiles and we will go through 
the dichotomous keys for each family to learn how to identify 
the reptiles that are caught. To book a place please phone 
0407 712 468 or 0405 304 849.

DUNE RESTORATION — Half price $280 !!!  6 nights

Arriving Sunday 5th January 2014 — departing Saturday 11th 
January2014 - Facilitated by George & Pam Agar

Eyre Bird Observatory Committee is sponsoring 
accommodation and meals for six people willing to work 
four hours a day on the Dune revegetation Program. 
This program has been running for a long time and has 
received	finalist	status	in	the	Sustainability	and	Environment	
categories of the regional Development Awards.

This	will	be	the	first	Dune	Restoration	Session	for	this	year.	
The tasks include seed collection for future planting and 
collection of seaweed for spreading on the dunes. If you 
would like to be part of this revegetation work, check the 
website for reports on previous sessions.

ring the Caretakers to secure your place. (08) 9039 3450. 
Get involved.

Sightings
Birds last reported at Eyre in 2012

Western Gerygone: seen by members of the Coates 
Wildlife Tour on three days (16, 17 and 18 October); this 
species (2 birds) was last reported in October 2012.

Zebra Finch: a single bird was seen and photographed at 
the southern bird bath on 17 October; it was last reported on 
25 January 2012.

Black-shouldered Kite: seen overhead the limestone 
flats	near	the	5	km	marker	on	Kanidal	Beach	in	July;	rarely	
sighted at EBO except during the mouse plague in 2012; last 
reported in May 2012.

Great Knot: in September on Kanidal Beach; last reported 
in Dec 2012.

Curlew Sandpiper: seen July, August and October on 
Kanidal Beach; last reported December 2012.

Grey Plover: seen September and October on Kanidal and 
Nine Mile Beaches; last reported Dec. 2012.

Red-capped Robin: 1 bird seen on North Track in October; 
10 birds reported in October 2012.

Fairy Martin: seen near the observatory, sometimes with 
Tree Martins, in August, September and October; last 
reported in November and December 2012.

Varied Sittella:	a	flock	of	approximately	20	birds	was	seen	
just below the escarpment on North Track on 23 August; last 
reported May 2012.

Black-fronted Dotterel: 1 bird seen between the 9 and 10 
km markers on Kanidal Beach on 26 August; last reported 
April 2012.

Malleefowl: fresh Malleefowl prints were spotted across 
North Track about 5 km from the observatory; a number 
of Malleefowl sightings were reported in 2012 with the last 
being in December.

EyrE BIrD OBSErvATOry

Observatory reports, ctd

Ruddy 
Turnstone with 
leg flag YNY at 
Eyre (see also 
pp3, 25 and 43). 
Photo by Alan 
Pilkington
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Birds last reported at Eyre in 2011

White-necked Heron: a single bird seen each month (7 
sightings in all) June – October; seen on Crystal Ponds 
(sewage pond at Cocklebiddy), at K Beach and overhead 
at the observatory; on 27 August a single bird was spotted 
overhead	at	the	observatory	flying	with	10	Major	Mitchells;	
in October a single bird was seen in company with a White-
faced Heron on Crystal Ponds; last reported Dec 2011.

Whistling Kite: seen overhead the observatory in July; last 
reported in May 2011.

Red Knot: seen 3, 5 and 7 October on Kanidal Beach; last 
reported (2 birds) in December 2011.

Bar-tailed Godwit: a juvenile seen 11 October on Kanidal 
Beach; last reported in December 2011.

Shining Bronze Cuckoo: 2 birds reported as seen on North 
track by a guest in September; the last reported sighting 
was of 1 bird in October 2011.

The two Woodies

Wood Sandpiper: seen in Aug and September on Crystal 
Ponds; last reported at Eyre in December 2010.

Australian Wood Duck: seen on Crystal Ponds in 
September and October; last reported at Eyre in August 
2009.

Not reported in the last five years

Straw-necked Ibis: seen overhead Crystal Ponds in August.

ruff: seen at Nine Mile by rick Curtis, tour leader on the 
Coates Wildlife Tour on 17 October.

Brown Skua: 2 birds seen by overseas day visitors on 
Kanidal Beach on 19 August.

Observatory reports, ctd
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Summer surveys in the Great 
Western Woodlands

When identifying priority conservation 
areas it is important that we know 
where the birds go and what resources 
they rely on when the going gets 
tough. And it doesn’t get much tougher 
than summer in the Great Western 
Woodlands. Despite the conditions, last 
year’s summer survey was the only one 
in which Purple-crowned Lorikeets were 
recorded breeding — vital information 
for looking after a species that has 
declined	significantly	in	the	adjacent	
wheatbelt.

There is no set date for this year’s 
summer survey as it will depend on the 
weather, with surveys only taking place 
when the temperatures are cooler and 
there	are	no	fire	warnings	in	place.	If	
you are interested in heading out to 
the woodlands between December and 
February,	contact	Liz	to	find	out	more	
details.

To register your interest, email Liz Fox 
liz.fox@birdlife.org.au or phone on 
0427 947 009 or 9287 2716.

For members and the general public.

Organiser: Liz Fox

Saturday 7 December: Big Carine 
Lake, Carine 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park off 
Beach road, Carine. Big Carine Lake 
is part of the Northern Swan Coastal 
Plain IBA for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo. 
Over 90 species have been recorded 
at this lake, including the three ibis, 
Buff-banded rail, several species of 
duck and various raptors. Bring your 
telescope if you have one.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Clive Nealon

Saturday 7 to Sunday 8 December: 
Twitchathon

Start organising your team of 2 to 5 
people for the 24 hour, 12 hour or arm 
chair Twitchathon!!! More details in the 
September edition of WA Bird Notes.

Sunday 8 December: Bibra Lake, 
Cockburn 
Photogroup activity

Meet at 3:00 pm at the car park 
nearest the jetty/pier off Progress Drive 
(near the corner of Gwilliam Drive) 
on the west side of the lake. We will 
photograph a variety of waterbirds 
and bushbirds such as Splendid Fairy-
wrens. We may share and discuss some 
of our images over a late afternoon tea 
or continue while good light is available 
and post our results and discussion on 
the Flickr website and group email.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Pauline Arnold

Thursday 12 December: Pelican 
Point, Crawley 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am at the gazebo at 
the entrance to the reserve. This 
is to the west of the Mount’s Bay 
Sailing Club, at the end of Australia 
II Drive, off Hackett Drive, Crawley. 
Over 110 species have been recorded 
here. Water levels in the lagoon have 
increased in recent years, and there 
has been some revegetation work in 
the reserve. We will walk through the 
reserve, along the river and through 
adjacent bushland. We will look for 
waterbirds and bushbirds.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Charles Merriam

Saturday 14 December: Lake 
McLarty, Murray 
Full-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am at the gate into 
Lake McLarty reserve. Travel on the 
Perth-Bunbury Highway past Pinjarra 
road, turning right into Mills road and 
continue for approximately 1.7 km 
until you see the white gate on the 
right. Take your lunch, sun hat, insect 
repellent, water and telescopes. Wear 
rubber boots or old shoes as it will be 
muddy.

Lake McLarty is an IBA site for 
migratory waders so there should be a 

variety of waders at the lake, as well 
as many waterbirds and bushbirds. 
Note: this excursion may be moved to 
an alternative venue if water levels are 
unsuitable.
For members and guests only.

Leader: Mike Craig

Sunday 15 December: BLWA 
Christmas barbecue

The annual Christmas barbecue this 
year will be held as usual, at Peregrine 
House, at about 6:00 pm, on the 
lawn at the rear of the building. Bring 
your own food and drink, and chairs if 
possible. BBQ provided.

All members welcome.

Sunday 29 December: Canning 
River Regional Park, Wilson 
Half day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am at the Kent Street 
Weir car park. The walk follows a 5 
km circuit along the Canning river, 
viewing a large selection of bush and 
waterbirds, hopefully with sightings of 
the elusive Spotless Crake. Over 110 
species have been recorded in this 
area.

For members and guests only.
Leaders: George and Pam Agar

Sunday 5 January 2014: Waterford 
Foreshore, Salter Point 
Half-day excursion

Meet at the Curtin university Boat 
Shed at 7:30 am. To reach the parking 
area travel along Manning road and 
turn	into	Elderfield	Road	which	is	on	
the western side of the Trinity College 
playing	fields.	Proceed	to	the	end	of	
this street and the parking area is on 
the right hand side. We will walk along 
the river front for about 2 km and 
return via a nearby park.

Bring morning tea because, if time 
permits, we will move to Salter Point 
where further species may be seen.

For members and the general public.

Leaders: Lorraine and Richard Chyne

Important note re campouts
Members anticipating attending campouts must notify the BirdLife WA Office (9383 7749) of the number in their party 

and when they will arrive. 
If you are unsure, put your name down as you can always cancel.

An emergency contact number should also be provided in case of accident.

New members
Please let the leaders know that you are a new member and don’t hesitate to ask for assistance with bird sightings.

Coming events
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Coming events, ctd
Sunday 12 January: Nambeelup 
Settling Ponds, Nambeelup 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am in the large cleared 
area on the north side of Lakes road 
and just west of the Kwinana Freeway. 
We will carpool from here and travel on 
to the Nambeelup settlement ponds. 
The site regularly hosts a good variety 
of waterbirds and waders, including 
less common species such as Wood 
Sandpiper, Pectoral Sandpiper and 
Long-toed Stint.

PLEASE NOTE: Due to the nature of this 
site, numbers for this excursion will be 
STrICTLy LIMITED TO 20 PEOPLE. If 
you wish to attend, you MuST contact 
the	BirdLife	WA	office	on	9383	7749	to	
put your name on the list.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Ken Monson

Sunday 19 January: Lake McLarty, 
Murray 
Full-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am at the gate into Lake 
McLarty reserve. Travel on the Forrest 
Highway past Pinjarra road, turning 
right into Mills road and continue for 
approximately 3.8 km until you see 
the white gate on the right. Take your 
lunch, sun hat, insect repellant, water 
and telescopes. Wear rubber boots or 
old shoes as it will be muddy.

Lake McLarty is an IBA site for 
migratory waders so there should 
be a variety of waders at the Lake, 
as well as many waterbirds and 
bushbirds. Over 140 bird species have 
been recorded in this reserve. Note: 
this excursion may be moved to an 
alternative venue if water levels are 
unsuitable.

For members and guests only.

Leader: To be advised

Monday 20 January 2014: Bold 
Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, 
Floreat 
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm

Wayne Merritt will give a talk on ‘Lord 
Howe Island — birds and more …’.

Thursday 23 January: Star Swamp, 
North Beach, Stirling 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park at the 
end of Mary Street, Waterman. To get 
there, turn off West Coast Highway at 

Mary Street, and drive to the car park. 
Alternatively, from Marmion Avenue, 
turn left into Beach road, left into Ethel 
Street, and then left into Mary Street.

Species that may be found here include 
variegated Fairy-wren, Splendid 
Fairy-wren, White-winged Triller and 
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo. Star Swamp 
is part of the Northern Swan Coastal 
Plain IBA for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo 
and has Tuart and Banksia woodland 
and heath. A variety of raptors and 
bushbirds can be seen. Seventy-nine 
species of birds have been recorded 
here.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Michael Hancock

Saturday 25 to Monday 27 January: 
Australia Day long weekend 
campout, Denmark

We will be based at the Denmark 
rivermouth Caravan Park on the 
corner of Hollings road and Inlet 
Drive about 1 km south of the 
town centre. The caravan park is 
shady with a wide range of facilities 
which can be viewed on www.
denmarkrivermouthcaravanpark.com.
au. We have secured only 12 campsites 
so book them early by phoning the 
caravan park on 08 9848 1262, 
mentioning the booking “Susan Abbotts 
- BirdLife WA”. These bookings are for 
a minimum three night stay of Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday night.

Wilson Inlet is one of the most 
extensive on the south coast and 
provides	wide	mud	flats	for	migratory	
waders if the water level is right. The 
ocean beaches and sand bar provide 
a roosting site for seabirds and the 
Denmark river has a walking track 
along its banks. Then there is the Karri 
and Tingle forest and heath covered 
coastal dunes.

Please	phone	the	BirdLife	WA	Office	on	
9383 7749 to notify your intention to 
attend.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Sue Abbotts

Saturday 25 January: Penguin 
Island, Rockingham 
Full-day excursion

Meet at Mersey Point Jetty, off Arcadia 
Drive, Shoalwater at 8:45 am for 
Penguin Island. The ferries travel 
hourly between 9:00 am and 4:00 pm 
and cost $14 return or $22 including 

the penguin feeding session. We will 
catch the 9:00 am ferry.

The group will walk to the various 
places of interest on the island and, 
if they wish, can attend the penguin 
feeding in the DEC facility housing 
injured or orphaned penguins. Bridled 
Tern, Little Penguin and Buff-banded 
rail are often seen here and it is a 
haven for nesting sea birds.

There is a nice picnic area on the island 
but no shop so please bring all food 
and drink requirements. Also there are 
nice beaches and it is a good swimming 
area.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Gavin White

Sunday 26 January: Yangebup Lake 
East, Cockburn 
Photography group activity

Meet at 7:30 am on the corner of 
Tamara Drive and Parkes Street (east 
end). Turn into Hammond road from 
North Lake road and at the roundabout 
turn right into Parkes Street. Parkes 
Street now only runs for about 200 
m before being shut off near the 
intersection of Tamara Drive; park 
in this area. There should be a good 
variety of waterbirds and bushbirds to 
photograph.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Pauline Arnold

Sunday 2 February: Lake Gwelup, 
Stirling 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park at the 
corner of Stoneman Street and Huntriss 
road, north of Karrinyup road. We 
should see waterbirds and bushbirds, 
and raptors are often seen here. Lake 
Gwelup is within the Northern Swan 
Coastal Plain Important Bird Area for 
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Peter White

Saturday 8 to Sunday 9 February: 
Rottnest Shorebird 2020 count

This survey is part of the twice-annual 
count of shorebirds on rottnest Island 
for both the rottnest Island Authority 
and the Shorebirds 2020 database. The 
island has been listed as an Important 
Bird Area (IBA) on the basis of the 
breeding Fairy Tern colony and the 
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numbers of Banded Stilt that use this 
site. So the data gathered contributes 
to this BirdLife Australia project, also.

The shorebird survey will take place 
on the Sunday. Saturday will be spent 
reviewing the sites, unless the weather 
indicates that we should do the count 
on the Saturday. The accommodation 
will be booked from Friday 7th to 
Monday 10th. Accommodation at the 
research Station is now under the 
control of the rottnest Island Authority 
and at no cost apart from incidentals. 
The cooking facilities, refrigerators and 
beds have all been updated and the 
building has been cleaned and painted. 
you need to bring your own food or buy 
it on arrival. The group usually eats in 
the settlement on the Saturday night.

Transport around the island is provided 
with the use of two vehicles but the 
vehicles cannot be used at night. Ferry 
fares will be available with a concession 
for parking at Northport.

Numbers are limited to 16 people. 
Members experienced in wader 
identification	are	required	but	we	
can take some members who are 
less	confident.	It	is	a	good	learning	
opportunity. If you are interested in 
attending, please register your name 
and contact details, including e-mail 
address,	at	the	BWA	office	on	9383	
7749.

For members only.

Leader: Sue Mather

Sunday 9 February: Peel Inlet, 
Mandurah 
Full-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am north of the Erskine 
Lakes near the end of Southmead 
Green. Coming from Perth go over the 
Mandurah	Bypass	Bridge,	take	the	first	
left	into	Sticks	Boulevard,	the	first	left	
into	Abbotswood	Parkway,	the	first	right	
into	Pennington	Garden	and	the	first	
left into Southmead Green. We will look 
for waterbirds and bushbirds around 
the lakes and estuary. The Peel-Harvey 
Estuary is an Important Bird Area (IBA) 
for migratory waders and the Fairy 
Tern.

The shore at Coodanup may also be 
visited by those wishing to extend the 
excursion after lunch. Bring insect 
repellent, your telescope if you have 
one, and come and learn about waders. 
This excursion will also contribute to 
the annual wader count.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Sue Abbotts

Thursday 13 February: Baigup 
Wetlands, Bayswater 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am at the car park near 
the rowing club at the end of Milne 
Street in Bayswater. Turn south-east 
off Guildford road into Milne Street and 
follow this to the end, then turn right 
into the car park. There are a variety of 
waterbirds and bushbirds.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Maris Lauva

Saturday 15 February: Wellard 
Wetlands, Baldivis 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am at the entrance to 
Wellard Wetlands on the northern side 
of Bertenshaw road, 1 km from St 
Albans road. Coming from Perth, turn 
left off the Freeway into Mundijong 
road, then right into St Albans road 
and right into Bertenshaw road. 
There should be plenty of bushbirds 
and waterbirds here, as well as 
several species of raptors. Over 120 
species have been recorded at Wellard 
Wetlands.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Charles Merriam

Sunday 16 February: Garvey Park, 
Ascot 
Photography group activity

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park, next 
to the rowing Club, at the western 

4end of Fauntleroy Avenue, off Great 
Eastern Highway. This area has a good 
variety of waterbirds and bushbirds. 
Species recorded here have included 
Buff-banded rail, Spotless Crake and 
Mistletoebird.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Barry Heinrich

Saturday 22 February: Lake 
Joondalup, Joondalup 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am at Neil Hawkins Park, 
in the car park at the end of Boas 
Avenue. Joondalup Lake has recorded 
the highest number of species for any 
BirdLife WA half day excursion with 75 
species of birds seen in one morning 
excursion. There are always lots of 
waterbirds and bushbirds to be seen 
around this large lake, and there could 
be waders as well. Lake Joondalup 
is within the Northern Swan Coastal 
Plain Important Bird Area for Carnaby’s 
Black-Cockatoo.

Bring your telescope if you have one.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Wayne Merritt

Monday 24 February: Bold Park Eco 
Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat 
AGM followed by the monthly 
meeting, 7:30 pm

Jonny Schoenjahn will give a talk on 
‘The Grey Falcon’.

This meeting will also be the occasion 
of the annual general meeting — see 
Notices, page 29?? for details.

Saturday 1 to Monday 3 March: 
Labour Day long weekend campout, 
Busselton

It is four years since a Busselton 
campout and a look at the diverse 
habitats of the area: the vasse-
Wonnerup Estuary system – a rAMSAr 
site; The Broadwater; the only 
remaining remnant bushland near 
Busselton on the coastal plain and 
pretty Meelup Creek.

BAWA has booked 15 powered sites at 
the Four Seasons Caravan Park, 585 
Caves road, Busselton. A condition of 
booking over this long weekend is that 
you book for 3 nights. Please phone 
them on 9755 4082 and say you are 
with BirdLife WA to book your campsite.

Coming events, ctd

Elegant Parrots, Dryandra (see 
report, p41). Photo by Barry 
Heinrich
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If you wish to participate in this 
campout	please	notify	BLWA	office	on	
9383 7749 with the number of people 
attending.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Christine Wilder

Sunday 2 March: Bibra Lake, 
Cockburn 
Half-day excursion

Meet	at	7:00	am	in	the	first	car	park	
at the northern end of the lake off 
Progress Drive. Bibra Lake is a part of 
the Beeliar Wetlands chain and a large 
number of bushbirds and waterbirds 
can be seen here. Over 130 bird 
species have been recorded in this 
reserve. Bring water, hats, and scope if 
you have one.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Wynton Maddeford

Saturday 8 March: Kogolup Lake, 
Cockburn 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park on 
Branch Circus. Take the Beeliar Drive 
exit off the Freeway and head west, 
turning left into Hammond road and 
then right into Branch Circus. Travel 
along Branch Circus for about 1 km 
until you see a limestone parking area 
on the right. There should be a good 
variety of bushbirds and waterbirds.

Please bring your scopes and rubber 
boots as it will be muddy.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Robyn Pickering

Saturday 15 March: Yangebup 
Lake, Cockburn 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in Parkes Street west. 
Turn into Osprey Drive from North 
Lake road and immediately turn into 
Parkes Street. Parkes Street now only 
runs for about 200 m before being shut 
off. Park in this area and walk to the 
barrier across the road. There should 
be a good variety of waterbirds and 
bushbirds. Bring your telescope if you 
have one.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Robyn Pickering

Sunday 16 March: Yanchep 
National Park, Yanchep 
Photography group activity

Meet at 7:30 am in the Lakeview picnic 
area car park. Enter the park via the 
main entrance (There is an admission 
fee unless you have an annual pass 
of $12 per car or $6 per car with 
concession)	and	turn	left	at	the	first	
roundabout. The water level is higher 
than it has been for a few years so 
we should see some waterbirds and 
waders as well as a good selection of 
bushbirds.

We will spend the morning 
photographing birds before looking at 
them on a laptop and having morning 
tea.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Andrew Hobbs

Thursday 20 March: Lake Monger, 
Cambridge 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am at the most westerly 
car park off Lake Monger Drive. The 
walk around the lake will take 2 to 3 
hours. This is a good opportunity to 
see many species of ducks, waterbirds 
and some bushbirds. Spotless Crakes 
are often seen, depending on the water 
level.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Claire Gerrish

Sunday 23 March: Alfred Cove, 
Melville 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park in 
Troy Park next to the Oval, off Burke 
Drive, Attadale. There should be some 
migratory waders and waterbirds 
round the river, and there are always 
bushbirds in the park. Buff-banded 
rails have been seen here. Over 130 
bird species have been recorded in this 
reserve. Bring your telescope if you 
have one.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Barry Heinrich

Monday 24 March: Bold Park Eco 
Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat 
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm

Tegan Douglas will give a talk on 
‘Energy saving strategies of Australian 
bushbirds’.

Sunday 30 March: Lake Mealup, 
Murray 
Full-day excursion

Meet at 9:00 am on Lake Mealup road 
near the corner of Greenlands road. 
Travel on the Perth-Bunbury Highway 
past Pinjarra road, turning right into 
Greenlands road and continue for 
approximately 6.4 km to Lake Mealup 
road (Greenlands road takes a sharp 
right hand turn about 800 m after Lake 
Mealup road). Turn onto Lake Mealup 
road and park along the road here. We 
will continue from there as a group. 
Note from here the property is still 
over 6 kilometres away and the group 
will pass through a locked gate in their 
vehicles; unfortunately you will be 
unable to join the group late if you do 
not get to the meeting point on time.

We will be guests of the Lake Mealup 
Preservation Society who own a large 
part of Lake Mealup. There should 
be a variety of waterbirds and bush 
birds. Take your lunch, sun hat, insect 
repellant, water and telescopes. Wear 
rubber boots or old shoes as it will be 
muddy.

For members and guests only.

Leader: David James

Friday 18 April to Monday 21 April: 
Easter campout, Credo Station

Credo Station is located 70 km north 
of Coolgardie and is an ex-pastoral 
station, now owned by the Department 
of Parks and Wildlife. 2WD vehicles 
can get into the station and then 
transfer to 4x4 while on station 
tracks. Expect to see many of the dry 
land bird specialities. Credo Station 
also incorporates rowles Lagoon 
Conservation Park and if they get rain 
over the summer, is renowned for its 
waterbirds.

There is space for camping and 
caravans, toilets, showers and a 
kitchenette. There are six dongas each 
accommodating two people (1 double 
bed) but they are very rough so you 
need to bring you own mattress and 
sleeping	bag.	Recently	the	flies	have	
been	pesky	so	bring	your	fly	net.

We have booked the station for 
our exclusive use at $125 per day 
and we anticipate the cost will be 
approximately $5.00 each per night.

We will be travelling over station tracks 
bird watching and carrying out 20 
minute surveys for the Great Western 
Woodlands Project (GWWP). We may 
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travel up to 50 km from the homestead so be prepared 
by	filling	up	with	fuel	at	Coolgardie.

A tag-a-long trip is planned after the campout by 
continuing south of Coolgardie, along victoria rock road 
and carrying out further GWW surveys.

Those wishing to attend must put their names/email on 
the	list	in	the	office	by	calling	9383	7749.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Sue Abbotts

Monday 28 April: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes 
Drive, Floreat 
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm

John Blyth will give a talk on ‘Climate change and 
Australian birds’.

Great Crested Grebe, Herdsman 
Lake (see report, p40). Photo by 
Pauline Arnold
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Quality of digital 
photographs

IMPORTANT PLEASE 
READ!

When submitting photos for use in WABN, please 
send a high quality image, eg, 300 dpi, with a file 
size of at least 500 kb.

It is suggested  that the settings on your digital 
camera be changed to the maximum resolution 
(setting).

Another area that could cause a problem is that 
some e-mail programs automatically reduce the 
file size so these settings could be adjusted to 
maintain the original file size.

When e-mailing images please attach them to an 
e-mail and not embedded in a Word document or 
in the e-mail itself.

Coming events, ctd



Page 50 Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 148 December 2013

 ACROSS
4 colour, 8 incubation, 10 ramp, 11 rubber, 12 hood, 
15 mandibles, 18 play, 19 hover, 23 diagnostic, 24 
lyre, 25 atoll, 26 pests, 28 rotten, 29 swivel.

DOWN
1 vision, 2 scold, 3 aberrant, 4 covey, 5 on, 6 oval, 
7 repels, 9 tube, 13 dispose, 14 EBO, 16 salinity, 17 
shoulder, 20 vagrant, 21 hackles, 22 one, 23 diet, 27 
eye.

Crossword No. 17, 
answers

Calendar of events

Advertising rates in 
Western Australian Bird Notes

(as at 1 May 2013 — subject to change without notice)

Full colour (A4 page size): $200.00 one-off, or
$150.00 per page 
if placed in four 
consecutive issues

Black-and-white: ¼ page: $35.00
½ page: $55.00
A4 page $100.00

Summer surveys in the Great Western Woodlands
Sat 7 Dec: Big Carine Lake, Carine, Half-day excursion
Sat 7 to Sun 8 Dec: Twitchathon
Sun 8 Dec: Bibra Lake, Cockburn, Photogroup activity
Thu 12 Dec: Pelican Point, Crawley, Half-day excursion
Sat 14 Dec: Lake McLarty, Murray, Full-day excursion
Sun 15 Dec: BLWA Christmas barbecue
Sun 29 Dec: Canning river regional Park, Wilson, Half day 

excursion

Sun 5 Jan 2014: Waterford Foreshore, Salter Point, Half-
day excursion

Sun 12 Jan: Nambeelup Settling Ponds, Nambeelup, Half-
day excursion

Sun 19 Jan: Lake McLarty, Murray, Full-day excursion
Mon 20 Jan: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, 

Floreat, Monthly meeting
Thu 23 Jan: Star Swamp, North Beach, Stirling Half-day 

excursion
Sat 25 to Mon 27 Jan: Australia Day long weekend 

campout, Denmark
Sat 25 Jan: Penguin Island, rockingham, Full-day 

excursion
Sun 26 Jan: yangebup Lake East, Cockburn, Photography 

group activity
Sun 2 Feb: Lake Gwelup, Stirling, Half-day excursion

Sat 8 to Sun 9 Feb: rottnest Shorebird 2020 count
Sun 9 Feb: Peel Inlet, Mandurah, Full-day excursion
Thu 13 Feb: Baigup Wetlands, Bayswater, Half-day 

excursion
Sat 15 Feb: Wellard Wetlands, Baldivis, Half-day excursion
Sun 16 Feb: Garvey Park, Ascot, Photography group 

activity
Sat 22 Feb: Lake Joondalup, Joondalup, Half-day excursion
Mon 24 Feb: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, 

Floreat, AGM followed by the monthly meeting
Sat 1 to Mon 3 Mar: Labour Day long weekend campout, 

Busselton
Sun 2 Mar: Bibra Lake, Cockburn, Half-day excursion
Sat 8 Mar: Kogolup Lake, Cockburn, Half-day excursion
Sat 15 Mar: yangebup Lake, Cockburn, Half-day excursion
Sun 16 Mar: yanchep National Park, yanchep, Photography 

group activity
Thu 20 Mar: Lake Monger, Cambridge, Half-day excursion
Sun 23 Mar: Alfred Cove, Melville, Half-day excursion
Mon 24 Mar: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, 

Floreat, Monthly meeting
Sun 30 Mar: Lake Mealup, Murray, Full-day excursion
Fri 18 Apr to Mon 21 Apr: Easter campout, Credo Station
Mon 28 Apr: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, 

Floreat, Monthly meeting

The Editors and staff of Western 
Australian Bird Notes send 
Christmas greetings to all.

May you have good bird observing in 
2014 and remember to send at least 

one contribution to WABN during 
the year.

Striated Pardalote, 
Cannington, 1 October. 
Photo by Pauline Arnold
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Photography group

Above L-R: York Fair. Photo by Keith Lightbody.  The group at the Eneabba campout, 20 October (see 
report, p41. Photo by Alan Watson. Elllis Falls lookout, 27 October. Photo by Barry Heinrich

Members	in	the	field

Lake Claremont, 18 August (above L-R): Spotless Crake, Eurasian Coots fighting. 
Dryandra, 20 October (far right): Sacred Kingfisher - see report, p41 (photos by Barry Heinrich)

Grey Teal (above left), Western Rosella (centre) and 
Striated Pardalote (right), Dryandra (see report, p41). 
Photos by Barry Heinrich

Black-
shouldered 
Kite with 
snake, Eneabba 
campout 
(see report, 
p41). Photo 
by Jennifer 
Sumpton

Little Friarbird, 
Broome. 
Photo by John 
McMullan
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Variegated Fairy-wren, 
Lancelin. Photo by John 
McMullan

Black Swan and cygnet, 
Bibra Lake, 7 October. Photo 
by Alan Watson

Spinifex Pigeon, Duncan 
Hwy, 50 km east of Halls 
Creek. Photo by Roger and 
Margaret Vines

Yellow-rumped Thornbill with chicks, 
Bootine Road (see report, p38). Photo by 
Barry Heinrich 

A young male Golden Whistler (top left) and 
(right) a juvenile Splendid Fairy-wren, Boyagin 
Rock, 1 September. Photos by Barry Heinrich

Red-kneed Dotterel, 
Port Gregory. Photo 
by John McMullan

Elegant Parrot, Stirling Range 
Retreat, October. Photo by 
Irene Perry

Zebra Finch, Eyre (see 
report, p43). Photo by Alan 
Pilkington


