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Front cover: Purple-gaped Honeyeater (see ‘Malleefowl corridors’, page 4). Photo by Rod Smith

In Australia, both birds and bats are banded with unique 
bands (always numbers but sometimes also colours) 
to enable researchers to answer questions about age, 
movement, longevity, mate fidelity and feeding and breeding 
locations. Since the 1980s, black-cockatoos, particularly 
Carnaby’s, have been banded in south-west WA. Researchers 
rely on recaptures or bird band sightings or returns to be 
able to record this information. The information is very 
important, yet few bands are returned and few numbers 
recorded by bird observers.

If you’re a bird observer and you use a telescope and/or a 
camera, you can contribute important information to the 
conservation of cockatoos by looking at their legs when you 
are close. Check the lower leg and if you see a band, try to 
record the numbers. It’s much more likely that you’ll get 
a good photo than read the numbers in the field, so if you 
carry a camera take as many high resolution photos as you 
can. Just keep clicking for as long as you can focus on the 

bird’s leg and the band. Once you have the photos, send 
them to BirdLife’s Carnaby’s project, and we’ll pass on the 
information so it can be used where it counts most. Email: 
carnabys@birdlife.org.au

In WA, every nestling handled for research, and every 
rehabilitated and released black-cockatoo is now banded. 
Most (perhaps 85%) are Carnaby’s. Carnaby’s are banded 
on the right leg; Baudin’s Black-Cockatoos are banded on 
the left. Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos are banded on the right 
leg. If you photograph a band, or can read some or all of the 
band numbers on a cockatoo leg, send us the information.

Next time you watch cockatoos or go birdwatching, take your 
camera with you, set it to the highest resolution possible, 
and get ready to snap. You just might contribute some 
amazing information.

Photo essay text by Cheryl Gole. 
All photos by Rick Dawson (DEC).

Black-Cockatoo with leg 
band. If the photo were 
taken in high resolution, the 
band section of the photo 
could be enlarged and at 
least some band numbers 
could be read.

There are a number of different bird bands used on cockatoos. This 
photo shows a band used by Denis Saunders on his CSIRO research on 
Carnaby’s before 1996. More recently, these bands have only been seen 
in Coomallo and surrounding districts in the northern wheatbelt. At 
least 5 females and 2 males are still carrying these bands.

This band has 
been used 
since 2003. 
They are 
now DEC’s 
preferred 
band style.

Carnaby’s Black-
Cockatoo with leg band, 
and inset photo showing 
a closeup of the band. 
Notice that the enlarged 
inset allows the band 
number to be read.

Bands used until 2010 by DEC, and 
currently by the WA Museum. This 
band is easy to photograph because 
the last 3 numbers are large and 
repeated 3 times. The band isn’t in 
widespread use because there are 
some concerns related to the short 
foot of our black cockatoos.

BIRd BANdS ON BLACk COCkATOOS — WATChINg ThEIR LEgS CAN 
hELp WITh ThEIR CONSERvATION
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C o n t e n t s

Crested Tern, Rottnest Island 
(see p37). Photo by Jennifer 
Sumpton
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Fragmentation and isolation have been identified in the 
national Malleefowl Recovery plan (Benshemesh 2007) 
as major threats to the recovery of the species. however, 
a project being carried out by volunteers in the Ongerup 
district is helping address this issue. This project is expected 
to have benefits for other species, too.

Malleefowl corridors in the Ongerup 
district were created by linking existing 
bushland by means of newly vegetated 
fenced strips. A vegetation link 
approximately 40 km in length has thus 
been established. The first section was 
completed in April 1996. This funded 
work was planned and carried out by 
the Malleefowl preservation group with 
the generous co-operation and support 
of the farmers who have made available 
parts of their properties to create the 
corridors.

Bird lists were made at some of these 
sites since May 1995 and in december 
1999 a summary of a structured survey 
of seven selected sites was produced. 
The distance between the sites furthest 
apart (Foster Rd and the Rabbit proof Fence Rd bushland) 
is about 14 km, as the Malleefowl flies. Habitats at the sites 
vary from undisturbed dense bushland to re-vegetated 
paddock boundaries. A total of 31 species was recorded.

Four more surveys were carried out at the same seven sites 
(Table 1). The duration of each site visit varied but probably 
averaged 20 minutes. geoff Burrow, Angela Sanders and 
Janet Traylen continued this system of surveying until 
October 2003. By then, the total number of species observed 
increased to 50.

With the development westwards (from Foster Rd) of the 
Malleefowl corridor came the selection of four more bird 
survey sites in April 2008. This increased the spread of sites 
by another 18 km, and road access was also significantly 
increased. The first 
survey of these new sites 
produced observations of 
six more species since the 
1999 surveys began.

The most recent surveys 
referred to here took place 
in October 2012. That 
took the total number of 
surveys to 18 at five of 
the sites, and twelve or 
more at the four newer 
sites (Table 1). The most 
significant omissions were 
whole surveys at all sites 
during the spring seasons 
of both 2010 and 2011.

Birders from BirdLife 
WA carry out the work, 
the object being to 
survey all sites every 
spring and autumn. data 
supplied to Mpg assists 
in the assessment of the 

vegetation quality for birdlife, while BirdLife WA can use the 
data to contribute to the national Atlas of Australian Birds. 
Rod Smith, a member of both BirdLife Australia and Mpg, 
manages the survey. he and Joyce hegney, vicky Bilney, 
david Secomb, Alex and June Morrison, graham and gwen 
Goodreid and Wendy and Clive Napier have done the field 

work at the eleven sites.

The sites
Eight of the 11 sites are natural 
bushland, to a great extent 
undisturbed. Amongst them there is 
variation in tree density and height, 
and quite a range in the degree of 
understorey density and height. In 
general they are isolated bushland 
remnants with great variance in area. 
Linking these bushland patches are the 
corridors, two of which contain survey 
sites, while another has both bushland 
(as dense patches of trees) and corridor 
re-vegetation between paddocks.

The fewest bird species were recorded 
at Sites 2 (large trees but otherwise 

quite open with insignificant understorey) and Site 6 (small 
mallee trees with moderately dense, but dry, understorey). 
Site 5, in an extensive nature reserve only 700 metres 
from Site 6, has a similar vegetation structure and a similar 
species count (Table 1).

Markedly more than those counts were obtained at Sites 3, 
8 and 11. Vegetation quality appears to be the significant 
factor. generally speaking, sites that support more bird 
species are those which have a greater expanse of mixed 
vegetation, of both canopy and ground cover.

BIRd SURvEYS AT Mpg MALLEEFOWL 
CORRIdORS

Red Wattlebird. Photo by Rod 
Smith
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BIRd SURvEYS AT Mpg MALLEEFOWL 
CORRIdORS, ctd

The species
The total number of species observed was 83, with the 
average number per survey varying from 5.3 to 13.4 
depending on the site (Table 1), and the total number of 
species per site varying from 26 to 53 (Table 2). Of the 83 
species, 34 were recorded on only four or fewer occasions 
out of a possible 180. Amongst them, surprisingly perhaps, 
were well-known wheatbelt species such as Banded Lapwing, 
White-fronted Chat, Red-capped Robin, pied Butcherbird 
and Crested Bellbird. The explanation for the first two is 
that they are usually found on, or adjacent to, paddocks and 
open grassland rather than in bushland. Crested Bellbirds are 
known to have declined in agricultural areas and, worryingly, 
very few have been recorded in the last year by dEC staff 
working in Fitzgerald River National park, compared with 
previous years (S. Comer and A.h. Burbidge, pers. comm.). 
This could be a species to watch.

Twenty-two species were recorded on at least nine of the 11 
sites. Larger birds topped the appearance list but the gold 

medal performer, Australian Ringneck, was noted only 114 
times (63%). Other species which are apparently common in 
the district (Red Wattlebird, Willie Wagtail, Yellow-throated 
Miner, purple-gaped honeyeater, White-browed Babbler, etc) 
were recorded on less than 50% of surveys.

Some species have a clear preference for particular sites 
(Table 2). Site 4, where Malleefowl have been given close 
scrutiny for quite a number of years, is a reliable site for that 
species. It differs from all the other sites with its dense and 
extensive understorey and cover of mallee trees. Western 
Whipbirds also seem to favour Site 4. For these species, 
observations outside the scope of these surveys provide the 
evidence for their continued presence.

previous studies of vegetated corridors in WA agricultural 
regions where the natural bushland is fragmented, suggests 
that most bird species which inhabit corridors are reluctant 
to traverse the open ground (paddocks) adjoining the 
corridors. Should the re-vegetated Mpg corridors continue 
to develop as well as they have so far, it seems that they 

Date Surveyors Site Total 
obser-

vations*1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

29 dec 1999 Brenda 7 3 10 8 8 5 11 52

11 Apr 2000 geoff 3 1 2 9 2 4 2 23

25 Sep 2000 Angela 8 3 8 6 8 4 4 41

2 May 2003 geoff & Angela 10 6 20 8 6 8 10 68

29 Oct 2003 geoff & Angela 10 4 10 14 8 7 11 64

24 Apr 2008 Rod & Joyce 10 16 12 38

25 Apr 2008 Rod & Joyce 11 12 23

14 Mar 2009 david 8 3 15 11 4 5 5 11 8 11 19 100

19 Sep 2009 david 11 3 25 13 11 6 10 22 7 8 17 133

20 Sep 2009 david 11 10 30 7 20 8 14 20 10 3 15 148
26/27 Oct 

2009 Alex & June 17 9 13 9 2 10 15 12 10 97

27 Mar 2010 david 10 7 17 9 2 7 16 23 15 17 20 143
1/2 May 

2010
Rod, Joyce, 

vicky 9 4 11 14 11 10 9 21 14 14 22 139

21 Apr 2011 Rod & Joyce 4 2 11 11 8 12 15 63

22 Apr 2011
Rod, Joyce, 

vicky 12 10 16 9 18 12 9 86

14 May 2011 david 14 9 14 7 12 12 12 11 20 8 9 128

1 Apr 2012 Rod & Joyce 12 7 7 9 3 2 11 2 3 4 3 63

2 Apr 2012 Rod & Joyce 11 5 6 8 4 6 9 11 8 3 5 76

4 Sep 2012 Rod 8 3 6 4 0 1 8 9 10 49

5 Sep 2012 Rod 3 3 15 9 3 2 8 12 11 7 9 82
7/8/9 Oct 

2012
Clive & Wendy 

Napier 10 7 4 7 8 11 12 5 5 69
Total 

observations 1685

Number of surveys completed 18 17 17 18 18 18 18 16 15 12 13
Average number of species per 

site 9.7 5.3 13.2 8.9 6.2 5.9 9.7 13.4 10.7 9.0 12.3

*not the total number of species

Table 1. Bird surveys at sites along the Ongerup Malleefowl corridors. The numbers in the body of the table are the 
numbers of species observed at each site during a given survey.
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should provide adequate habitat for those birds which need 
to use or travel through them.

Most of the survey sites are on private property. Without the 
blessing of the owners the surveys would not occur, nor the 
vast length of corridors even exist.

Reference

Benshemesh, J. (2007). ‘National Recovery plan for 
Malleefowl.’ (department for Environment and heritage: 
Adelaide, South Australia.)

Rod Smith

BIRd SURvEYS AT Mpg MALLEEFOWL 
CORRIdORS, ctd

Table 2. The number of 20 minute surveys during which each bird species was observed at the 11 sites along Mpg 
Malleefowl Corridors, 1998-2012.

Species
Site 

1
Site 

2
Site 

3
Site 

4
Site 

5
Site 

6
Site 

7
Site 

8
Site 

9
Site 
10

Site 
11

Total 
obser-
vations

Malleefowl    2        2
Stubble Quail 3 1  1   3 1 1   10
Australian Shelduck 2 1 1         4
Australian Wood duck 1           1
Pacific Black Duck   3         3
grey Teal 2 1    1      4
Square-tailed kite   1 1    1    3
Brown goshawk   1         1
Collared Sparrowhawk   1        1 2
Spotted harrier 1           1
Wedge-tailed Eagle    1    1   2 4
Brown Falcon    1       1 2
Nankeen kestrel          1  1
painted Button-quail    1     2  1 4
Banded Lapwing        1    1
Common Bronzewing 4 3 2 6 4 4 11 6 3 3 6 52
Brush Bronzewing    1        1
Crested pigeon 8 3  4  1 14 12 2 4 2 50
galah 1 5 12   1 1    1 21
purple-crowned Lorikeet   5 3 5 3 4 1 2   23
Regent parrot 1 2 1  2  2   1 1 10
Western Rosella       1 1    2
Australian Ringneck 14 15 13 11 7 4 14 13 12 3 8 114
Red-capped parrot  5 4 1 1  2 3 2 3 7 28
Elegant parrot 4  8 1 2 1  1 3 1 4 25
Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo         1 1  2
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo   2         2
Fan-tailed Cuckoo           1 1
pallid Cuckoo   1      1   2
Tawny Frogmouth   1 1        2
Australian Owlet-Nightjar           2 2
Laughing kookaburra   3         3
Sacred Kingfisher        1    1
Rainbow Bee-eater 1  2    1  1   5
Blue-breasted Fairy-wren   2 4 2 2 8 2 7 1 6 34
Spotted pardalote 1 1 6 2 3 3 1 2  1 1 21
Striated pardalote 2 3 8 2 2  2 3 2 1 2 27
White-browed Scrubwren 2  4 2 4 2 5 7 5 1 6 38
Shy heathwren 1   4 1 6     3 15
Weebill  5 8 7 11 9 8 6 4 4 8 70
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Species
Site 

1
Site 

2
Site 

3
Site 

4
Site 

5
Site 

6
Site 

7
Site 

8
Site 

9
Site 
10

Site 
11

Total 
obser-
vations

Western gerygone   3 1 1  1 2 2 3 1 14
Inland Thornbill   3  1 2 3 3   1 13
Yellow-rumped Thornbill 2  5 1 2  3 10 3 3 2 31
Red Wattlebird 13 3 3 11 6 5 11 11 4 7 6 80
Spiny-cheeked honeyeater 4      1 1 1   7
Yellow-throated Miner 11 11 6 5  1 9 8 11 2 1 65
Singing honeyeater 15  4 2 1 2 8 4 6 4 1 47
White-eared honeyeater 1  4 3 8  3  1 2  22
purple-gaped honeyeater 4 1  13 5 7 2 12 11 7 7 69
Yellow-plumed honeyeater 1  11      1   13
Brown-headed honeyeater 1  4  1 1   2 1 1 11
Brown honeyeater 1  3  1 1 1 2 4  2 15
White-cheeked honeyeater    1 2 1     8 12
Tawny-crowned honeyeater       1 1 1 1 9 13
White-fronted Chat       1    2 3
Red-capped Robin        1 1   2
Western Yellow Robin   2   4      6
Southern Scrub-Robin 1  2 10 3 6  5   4 31
White-browed Babbler 13  2 11 3 9 7 12 9 2 4 72
varied Sittella  1 2     1    4
golden Whistler   3 1 3 3   2  1 13
Rufous Whistler 1  2 2  2 1  1 4  13
grey Shrike-thrush 6  5 9 2 7 2 6 4 3 5 49
Crested Bellbird     1 1  1    3
Western Whipbird    2        2
Restless Flycatcher   7         7
Magpie-lark 4 4  2   4 2 1 2  19
grey Fantail  1 8  2 2 1 2 1 7 2 26
Willie Wagtail 14 1 7 6 1 1 6 15 11 6 3 71
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 1 1 3 2 2  1 3 1 1 1 16
White-winged Triller 1  2      2   5
Black-faced Woodswallow 2  1    1 5 1 3 1 14
dusky Woodswallow   1       1  2
grey Butcherbird 6 4 5 4 2 2 7 3 5 2 6 46
pied Butcherbird         1 1  2
Australian Magpie 5 9 9 10 7 4 12 8 7 6 8 85
grey Currawong 4 1 10 12 8 5 3 7 9 6 11 76
Australian Raven 7 7 12 7 6 3 7 11 7 6 9 82
Australasian pipit 4      3 2 1 1  11
Welcome Swallow 1 1  3     1 1  7
Tree Martin   3        1 4
Brown Songlark     1    1   2
Silvereye   3         3

Total observations 1682

Total species per site 41 25 52 42 35 33 40 43 46 38 44

BIRd SURvEYS AT Mpg MALLEEFOWL 
CORRIdORS, ctd
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Alan was a native of Selkirk in the Scottish 
Borders. his academic career, mainly in 
teaching medical laboratory science and 
pharmacology, spanned several continents, 
starting off in Edinburgh, Scotland. his 
adventurous streak and his love of travel 
resulted in him working in Malawi, South 
Africa, the Middle East as well as Australia.

he had a diverse range of hobbies which 
he engaged in passionately. These included 
birdwatching, classical music, Wagnerian opera 
and wine.

he was the principal author of a very 
successful award winning pharmacology text, 
now in its fifth edition.

he always remained true to his Scottish roots and was 
a generous, well liked person who enjoyed sharing his 
abundant knowledge on a diverse range of topics.

he leaves his wife Margaret, three beautiful daughters 
Sarah, Fiona and Morven and their husbands as well as eight 
lovely grandchildren.

We will miss him but will always remember him as a loving 
husband, father and grandfather who has left us with 
wonderful memories.

Margaret Galbraith

My first contact with Alan was a few years 
ago when he phoned me to ask about birds 
in Wireless hill park, Booragoon, as he was 
doing almost daily visits to record the birds 
at this site. After providing Alan with some 
information we agreed to meet later at 
Wireless hill park and I soon discovered Alan 
was a knowledgeable and keen birder and like 
all Scots, was a keen traveller.

Over the past few years Alan would often call 
and let me know about the avian comings and 
goings at Wireless hill such as the arrival of 
the Rainbow Bee-eaters and how many would 
later dig their nesting tunnels in the sandy 
soils. however, the number one birding event 
occurred when Alan advised that he had seen 
a pair of Black honeyeaters, an extremely 

rare sighting in the metropolitan area. Such a sighting 
ensured that, for the next week or two, Wireless hill was the 
twitcher’s corner of choice.

I was fortunate to accompany Alan on one of these 
subsequent days and was delighted, with Alan’s help, in 
recording my first ever sighting of a Black Honeyeater. In 
addition we also saw a Tawny-crowned honeyeater, a bird 
that is not often seen on the perth Coastal plain.
As I had done a lot of birding in my younger days at Wireless 
hill I was pleased that Alan had highlighted the value of 

Letters to the Editors
dear Editors

hello Folks from a chilly Uk.

I have just received my copy of the latest issue of WABN, 
and as always find it full of fascinating items — extending 
this time to 50 pages!

I fear that gremlins have been at work in the article on the 
dampier Salt wader surveys. In Table 1 for shorebirds at the 
dampier RMT lease (RTM?), entries for Black-winged Stilt, 
Banded Stilt and Red-necked Avocet are duplicated, although 
a quick check of the arithmetic reveals that the yearly totals 
are correct. Then in Table 1 for the port hedland RTM lease, 
a similar error has been made, although in this case it is only 
Australian pied Oystercatcher that is duplicated.

We hope to be in perth again later this year, probably 
September or October, when perhaps we can join another of 
your excursions. We have not managed it for a few years, as 
our visits always seem to clash with long weekend campouts.

very best wishes to all, and keep up the good work.

Roy and Anne Dyster

dear Editors

I wish to draw attention to an error in my note ‘Aboriginal 
predation on Birds’ (WA Bird Notes 135: 26). I erred in 
saying that the Aborigines could discern between the calls of 
Baudin’s and Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos. That is not proved, 
though it is probable that they could.

The Tawny Frogmouth can be added to the list of birds 
eaten by the Aborigines (Bunbury 1836 : 56, 57). Strangely 
enough at night it was thought to cause boils, tumours and 
cramps, but was eaten during the day.

Reference

Bunbury, h.W. (1836), reproduced in hercock, M., Milentis, 
S., and Bianchi, p. (Eds) (2011). ‘Western Australian 
Exploration 1836 – 1845. The Letters, Reports and 
Journals of Exploration and discovery in Western 
Australia.’ (hesperian press: Carlisle, Western Australia.)

Robert H Stranger

Obituaries
ALAN gALBRAITh

Alan Galbraith. 
Photo by Margaret 
Galbraith
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19 January 1938 – 20 March 2013

Most people reading this will best remember graham from 
Eyre Bird Observatory where he and gwen spent three years 
as Wardens in the early 1990s.

graham was born in Wiluna and was the eldest of six 
children. Both his parents died young, in 
their early 50s, and graham seems to have 
inherited, as his son Bevan said, some dodgy 
genes. Graham had his first heart attack in 
1975 but despite further heart attacks and 
bypass surgery he was determined to make 
the most of his time. he worked at various 
jobs but he was always at his best when fixing 
or even just tinkering with machinery. he had 
the gift of being able to get things to work with 
a bit of bent wire where I would have resorted 
to a big hammer.

health problems brought on early retirement 
at age 45 so he and gwen headed north and 
while gwen was teaching on stations, graham 
became the handyman, a position that suited 
him perfectly.

Next came the three years at EBO followed 
by a stint at Rotamah Island Bird Observatory 
where graham learned a new skill — 
skippering a boat.

In 1984 they bought a block just outside Nannup and 
graham designed ‘The house on the hill’ where he would 
enjoy his Sundowners as he sat gazing out over the valley. 
It was always a warm welcome for family and friends alike, a 
place to relax and let the world drift by in a haze of good red 
wine!

graham then developed an aortic aneurism 
and the prognosis was not good; the doctor 
predicted six months. That was three years ago 
which says a lot for his fighting qualities.

For the past six months or so, gwen and their 
family did a fantastic job of caring for graham 
and he fought with dignity and courage to the 
end.

On a personal note I can do no better then use 
the words of a countryman, Robert Burns

An honest man now lies at rest,
As e’er god with his image blest;

The friend of man, the friend of truth,
The friend of age, and guide of youth,

Few hearts like his, with virtue warm’d,
Few heads with knowledge so inform’d:

If there’s another world, he lives in bliss;
If there is none, he made the best of this.

We will all miss our friend. RIp graham.

Alex and June Morrison

Graham Goodreid. 
Photo by Alex and 
June Morrison

Wireless hill not just because of its birds but because of its 
unique setting with its glorious and sweeping views over the 
Swan River.

My other birding memories of Alan are in relation to the 
2009 and 2011 Twitchathons that we did both times with 
Frank O’Connor and with Wayne Merritt in 2011. Both 
twitches and the associated planning trips were most 
enjoyable and interesting. Alan was a welcomed member 
of the team and was rewarded with some ‘lifers’ such as a 
Baillon’s Crake at Thomsons Lake.

Most readers of Western Australian Bird Notes would 
be familiar with the regular section ‘Naming of Birds’ by 
Iuvencus. This was in fact the nom de plume adopted by 
Alan enabling him to demonstrate and combine his love of 
language, Latin and birds and to explain how and why birds 
were described by their Latin or scientific name.

I had the pleasure of catching up socially with Alan and his 
lovely wife, Margaret, on a number of occasions and Alan 
always had a birding or other story to tell about one of his 
recent trips to a faraway place and details of where Alan and 
Margaret would be off to next.

Not long after hearing of Alan’s premature passing away at 
a relatively young age I visited Wireless Hill and reflected on 
Alan’s passing. As it was late February I heard and then saw 
high in the sky a single Rainbow Bee-eater flying northwards 
and was deeply saddened Alan could not be here to farewell 
one of his favourite Wireless hill birds.

Rest in peace, Alan, and deepest sympathy to Margaret and 
family.

Wynton Maddeford

gRAhAM ROBERT gOOdREId

Obituaries, ctd

Immature Scarlet Robin (left) 
and Australian Pipit (right), 
Orange Grove, 7 April. Photos 
by Barry Heinrich
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Observations
This list has been compiled by the WA 
Records Officer with input from the 
WA Records Committee. Metropolitan 
suburbs or shires are in parentheses. 
please report interesting observations 
the WA Records Officer, John Graff 
(wasightings@birdlife.org.au) or to 
the BirdLife WA office (9383 7749). 
Sightings are included on the BirdLife 
WA sightings page (http://birdswa.org.
au/sightings.htm) as soon as possible, 
and the most interesting are selected 
for inclusion in the next WABN.

Highlights

This quarter was highlighted by 
several major rarities across the state. 
These were led by Australia’s first 
EURASIAN WIGEON at Chinaman 
pool in Carnarvon, which proved very 
cooperative and showed well for most 
that went looking for it. In the south, 
a Franklin’s Gull was reported at 
Cervantes, having already been present 
for 6-8 weeks according to the initial 
observer, and proceeded to remain 
for at least a further 5 weeks. Less 
obliging was a male Grey Wagtail 
photographed near the boat ramp at 
Windy harbour on the south coast 
in late March but which could not be 
relocated after the initial sightings. 
In the north, three swiftlets seen 
and well-photographed at the Broome 
Sewage ponds are considered most 
likely to be Edible-nest Swiftlets, 
though the identification challenges 
posed by this group mean that certain 
identification may not be possible. 
For the first part of the period, the 
previously-reported Lesser Black-
backed Gull was also still present in 
Broome before disappearing, and the 
now-annual Semipalmated Plover 
has also been in evidence. Lastly 
and tantalisingly, a bird matching the 
description of a Spectacled Petrel was 
reported off Albany by the skipper of 
the boat currently used for BirdLife WA 
pelagic trips run from Albany.

Remnants of the irruption of arid 
zone birds also continued to be 
reported, including Zebra Finches and 
Budgerigars near Northam, a Letter-
winged Kite reported in the pilbara, 
and more Scarlet-chested Parrots 
in the Goldfields woodlands. Common 
Noddies continued to be reported 
at sea off perth, possibly evidence of 
continued expansion south. Finally, 
a Eurasian Tree Sparrow and a 
House Sparrow turned up in Bunbury, 
presumably having arrived on a ship. 
These were reported to the relevant 
authorities but apparently could not be 
relocated.

STOp pRESS: As we went to press, 
photos emerged of a PURPLE HERON 
at herdsman Lake in February. More 
details will be included in the next 
edition of WABN.

METROpOLITAN (UBd 
Street directory)
Mute Swan – 2 (origin unknown), 

18/03-06/04/13, Rockingham area 
(Rockingham) – Mv, Cg  et al.

Spotted Nightjar – 1, 03/04/13, 
backyard (golden Bay) – MN (rare 
in the metropolitan area, possible 
autumn passage)

Intermediate Egret – 1, 25/01-
03/02/13, Bibra Lake (Bibra Lake) 
– Rp et al. * 1, 06-13/03/13, 
ALCOA Wellard Wetlands (Baldivis) 
– MN, JW et al. (rare in the south-
west)  

Royal Spoonbill – 1, 03/02/13, 
herdsman Lake (herdsman) – BB * 
1, 07/04/13, peel Inlet (point grey) 
- kL (rare in the south-west)

Black-tailed Native-hen – 2, 
10/02/13, kogolup Swamp & Lake 
(Beeliar) – Rp * 1, 13/04/13, 
Manning Lake (hamilton hill) – 
MB; also a few birds remaining 
at other sites where previously 
reported (rare in metropolitan area, 
remnants of recent irruption)

Hooded Plover – 1, 19/02/13, 
government house Lake (Rottnest 
Island) – LRC * 1, 03/03/13, Lake 
Joondalup (Joondalup) – Jg & dp 
(rare in the metropolitan area)

Common Noddy – 2, 17/03/13, 9km 
off Ocean Reef (Ocean Reef) – BB 
* 4, 24/03/13, hillarys pelagic – 
Jg et al. (rare this far south, but 
possibly increasing)

Gull-billed Tern – 1, 03/02/13, The 
Chimneys, Erskine Foreshore 
(Erskine) – MN (rare in the south-
west)

SOUTh WEST (Shark Bay to 
Cape Arid)
Malleefowl – 1, 19/02/13, 

Waychinicup Rd (Albany) – JB 
(outside usual range)

Freckled Duck – 23, 09/04/13, 
Corackin Swamp (katanning) – dS 
(high count for the SW in recent 
years)

Eastern Cattle Egret – 45, 13/04/13, 
glen Iris (Bunbury) – gh (high 
count)

Black Bittern – 1, 02-03/02/13, Big 
Brook dam (pemberton) – pT & RF 
(rarely reported resident)

Sanderling – 200-300, 03/03/13, 
Lancelin Beach (gingin) – WM (high 
count, straddling the 1% criterion 
for the species - 220) 

Ruff – 1-2 females (2 seen on 31/01, 
other records single bird), 25-
31/01/13, Lake McLarty (Murray) 
– MS, Jg et al. (rare visitor to the 
south-west)

FRANKLIN’S GULL – 1 (many 
photographs), 06/03-11/04/13, 
Cervantes (dandaragan) – Bk et al. 
(rare visitor to Western Australia, 
subject to BARC acceptance)

Budgerigar – 9+, 04/02/13, French’s 
Siding (Northam) – JM (south of 
usual range)

Masked Owl – 1, 04/04/13, between 
Busselton & dunsborough 
(Busselton) – RW (rarely reported 
resident)

Zebra Finch - 2, 26/02/13, Northam 
Army Camp (Northam) – BB (south 
of usual range)

House Sparrow – 1, 04/04/13, 
Swansen place (Bunbury) – kM 
(rare visitor to Western Australia, 
presumed ship-assisted, reported 
to dEC)

Eurasian Tree Sparrow – 1, 
04/04/13, Swansen place 
(Bunbury) – kM (rare visitor to 
Western Australia, presumed ship-
assisted, reported to dEC) 

GREY WAGTAIL – 1 male, 28/03/13, 
Windy harbour (Manjimup) – MBo 
& vLM (1st record for the south-
west, subject to BARC acceptance)

ARId ZONE
EURASIAN WIGEON – 1, 06/03-

05/04/13, Chinaman pool 
(Carnarvon) – Lg et al. (1st record 
for Australia, subject to BARC 
acceptance)

Letter-winged Kite – 1, 15/03/13, 
great Northern hwy, c. 45km S of 
Auski Roadhouse (Ashburton) – LL 
(rare in Western Australia)

Dusky Moorhen – 1, 22/01-18/03/13, 
Chinaman pool (Carnarvon) – Lg et 
al. (north of usual range)

Banded Stilt – 9, 20/03/13, near 
karratha Back Beach (Roebourne) – 
LL (north of usual range)

Masked Lapwing – 1 (subspecies 
novaehollandiae), 08/04/13, salt 
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Franklin’s Gull, 
Cervantes. Photo by 
Brendan Kinsella

Observations, ctd

lake c. 70km SE of Norseman, 
dundas NR (dundas) – SF, LF & Jg 
(rare in southern WA away from 
south coast)

Red-necked Phalarope – 1, 29/03/13, 
Useless Loop (Shark Bay) – kg 

Scarlet-chested Parrot – 4, 04/09/12, 
goongarrie Station (Menzies) – BW 
* 1, 08/04/13, dundas NR, c. 40 
km SE of Norseman (dundas) – LF

Black-chinned Honeyeater – 1 
(subspecies laetior), 23/08/12, Lake 
Christopher, W end of Rawlinson 
Range (Ngaanyatjarra) - gg

kIMBERLEY
SWIFTLET sp. (suspected Edible-

nest Swiftlet) – 3, 04/04/13, 
sewage ponds (Broome) – gS et 
al. (vagrant to Australia, subject to 
BARC acceptance)

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL 
(subspecies uncertain) – 1, 23-
30/01/13, Broome tip (Broome) – 
gS et al. (see WABN 145)

COCOS (kEELINg) ISLANdS
Chinese Sparrowhawk – 1, 07/01/13 

Becek Besar Swamp, West Island – 
pJ et al. (rare visitor to Australian 
territories, subject to BARC 
acceptance)

Hodgson’s Hawk-Cuckoo – 1 
(subspecies uncertain), 10/01/13, 
Oceania house, home Island – BM 
(rare visitor to Australian territories, 
subject to BARC acceptance)

Tiger Shrike – 1, 05/01/13, 
Quarantine Station, West Island 
– pJ (rare visitor to Australian 
territories, subject to BARC 
acceptance)

ChRISTMAS ISLANd
White Wagtail – 1, 11/11/12, near 

the Noodle house – Lp (vagrant 
to Australian territories, subject to 
BARC acceptance)

Grey Wagtail, Windy Harbour. 
Photo by Mike Bouette

OBSERvERS
BB = Bill Betts
Bk = Brendan kinsella
BM = Bill Moorhead
BW = Boyd Wykes
Cg = Claire gerrish
dp = diego pitzalis
dS = david Secomb
gg = graham goods
gh = greg harewood
gS = george Swann
JB = Jane Boxall
Jg = John graff
JM = John Masters
JW = Jordan Webber
kL = keith Lightbody
kg = ken grinter
kM = ken Mills
LF = Liz Fox
Lg = Les george
LL = Lou Leidwinger
Lp = Lisa preston
LRC = Lorraine & Richard Chyne
MB = Mark Binns
MBo = Mike Bouette
MN = Mark Newman
MS = Marcus Singor
Mv = Mary vaughan
pJ = pam Jones
pT = peter Taylor
RF = Rose Ferrell
Rp = Robyn pickering
RW = Ray Walker
SF = Stewart Ford
vLM = val La May
WM = Wayne Merritt

Eurasian Wigeon at Carnarvon.  
Photo by Brian Huggett

Frecked Duck originally sighted during the 
BirdLife Australia walk on Sunday 28 April. 
This morning at about 8:30 it flew into a 
small lagoon on the western side of Lake 
Goollelal with a small flock of teal. I was 
fortunate enough to see it fly past and ride 
down to the lagoon and capture a couple 
of images. Another species for me! No. 113 
photographed in Yellagonga Regional Park. 
Photo by Gary Tate
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BirdLife WA reports
ChAIR’S REpORT

February 2014 will see the end of my term as Chair of the 
Western Australian Branch. At this stage the organisation 
does not have anyone to take on this position in 2014. The 
current vice-Chair is willing to continue in that role but is 
unable to take on the Chair position. Ideally anyone coming 
into the Chair position should come on to the Executive 
Committee in, at the least, the preceding year.

The 2013 Executive Committee, with some new members, 
has settled into tackling a number of tasks. Unfortunately 
one of these new members, Myles Menz, has had to resign 
because of overseas career commitments. Congratulations to 
Myles but a loss to us. So currently there is one committee 
position vacancy in the team of 12 and I would like to have 
this position filled. Please contact me if you would like to 
volunteer for the Executive Committee.

March saw a visit from paul Sullivan, the new CEO of 
BirdLife Australia. during this 24 hour visit paul met with 
the program Manager, project staff and the BWA Executive 
Committee. As far as BWA is concerned it became apparent 
that he was aware of the communication, administrative 
and financial difficulties we had been experiencing with the 
National Office and left us feeling confident that these issues 
would be addressed. he commented that the merger had 
been more complex than expected. Membership growth was 
discussed at length and this is seen as a top priority. paul, 
who has no background in BirdLife, sees the network of 
branches as a major asset for us all but that we need to be 
working towards a five year plan for the organisation.

The BirdLife Australia AgM, held in Melbourne in May, 
preceded by a Branch workshop day was attended by both 
Frank O’Connor and myself.

There was much lively discussion and sharing of ideas when 
delegates from eight of the nine country sub-branches 
gathered for a workshop in February, followed by a 
Shorebird2020 workshop. It is anticipated that we will repeat 
this exercise, perhaps over a weekend and in a country 
branch location.

Recently I attended the launch of a local plant label, part of 
the Black-Cockatoo Recovery project funded by perth Region 
NRM. This is an initiative in partnership with the dieback 
Working group and the Nursery Accreditation Scheme 
Australia (NIASA). An interesting comment from one of the 
nurseries involved was that the demand for Black-Cockatoo 
food plants was coming from the public.

I also attended the Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo Symposium, 
attended by around 100 delegates from many interest 
groups, government at all three levels and researchers. It 
became very apparent that BirdLife was a major contributor 
to the conservation work on this species but that there was 
still much about the species that we need to learn in order to 
carry out effective conservation. 

A volunteer thankyou event for the great Cocky Count and 
nest monitoring volunteers had 80 people attending; most 
were not BirdLife members. Matt Fossey and Tam kabat 
spoke about the Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo recovery projects.

We have received a Lotterywest Equipment grant for 
$12764.00 and now have a new photocopier in place with 
two new computers, binoculars, telescope, display boards 
and mobile microphone. It is important, particularly with the 
increased level of office activity, to have reliable and current 

equipment. The Community Education team have needed 
more equipment for some time as has been apparent with 
the demand on binoculars.

The membership of the various committees that underpin 
the strength of the WA Branch have been confirmed 
for 2013 and are on the website. The Conservation and 
Research Committee has not had a chair for the last two 
years so consequently has not been functioning. In default, 
submissions and letters of support have been handled by 
various people. This has not been the ideal situation so I 
am grateful to Andrew hobbs for volunteering to once again 
chair this very important committee.

The Finance Committee has been re-established, principally 
to give advice on the investments and managing the various 
bank accounts. The members of this committee are Rick 
Moody, Frank O’Connor and an outside the organisation 
financial adviser, Leo Brady.

What is planned for 2013? A continuation of the programs 
and activities that this organisation runs so successfully, 
the Rio Tinto BirdWatch events are being repeated and 
increased and a forum workshop day in July is being planned 
by Lorraine Marshall. This will build on the last of these 
workshops, held in 2006.

Suzanne Mather 
Chair, BirdLife Western Australia

BirdLife Western Australia Executive 
Committee
Following the annual general meeting in February this year, 
the BWA Executive Committee now comprises:

Chair: Suzanne Mather is continuing as Chair of the WA 
Branch in 2013. She is also a co-editor of Western Australian 
Bird Notes and co-ordinates the ongoing Rottnest Island 
shorebird and bushbird surveys. Sue is passionate about the 
conservation of Australia’s native birds and sees BirdLife as 
playing an important role in this.

Vice Chair: Lorraine Marshall joined BWA nine years ago 
and was elected to the Executive Committee the following 
year. After serving for two years she resigned to take on 
the joint responsibility for organising the National Birds 
Australia meeting in Albany. Re-elected in 2012, Lorraine 
is continuing as vice Chair in 2013 and the Executive 
Committee representative on the Sales Committee. In 2012 
she undertook a review of all the terms of reference for all 
the current BWA committees and positions, enjoying the 
hard work of being on the Executive Committee and looking 
forward to an exciting 2013 with BirdLife WA.

Secretary: Marion Massam is the Secretary of BWA. She 
has worked on bio-security issues for over 20 years. She is 
a keen bird bander and watcher when time permits. For the 
past six years, Marion has served on the BAWA Committee 
as Minutes Secretary.

Treasurer: Rick Moody is a Fellow of the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants in Australia and a member of the 
Australian Institute of Company directors. he commenced 
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his career with pricewaterhouseCoopers in 1985. he is 
currently vice president, Corporate Finance, Aviation pLC.

Committee

Wes Bancroft: has been a member of BirdLife Australia 
since 1998, including serving on the Executive Committee 
from 2000 to 2003 and in 2012. After a year assisting 
the committee to restructure, reorganise and consolidate 
the Western Australian branch, Wes seeks to help the 
organisation set fresh goals and plan for the future. Wes has 
a phd in Zoology, and currently works as an environmental 
consultant.

Mark Henryon: Mark’s childhood interest in birds became 
an active pastime when he lived and worked in denmark 
(Europe). he is also a member of the danish Ornithological 
Society. Mark is looking forward to contributing to BirdLife 
Australia. Mark works as a geneticist for the danish pig 
industry. he currently spends about four months of each 
year in denmark.

Wayne Merritt: has had a lifetime interest in birds, natural 
history and conservation. Native orchids have been a passion 
of his as well and he has been a member of the WA Native 
Orchid Society for 30 years, serving on the committee 
and was a delegate to the WA Conservation Council for 12 
years. he is the Executive Committee representative on the 
Excursions Committee.

Josan Moss: became interested in birds when she first saw 
a Splendid Fairy-wren on Molloy Island many years ago. 
She considers herself an amateur birder, not a twitcher (but 
moving that way!) and has enjoyed volunteering on various 

occasions in the last seven years of her membership. She 
hopes that by being part of the Executive Committee she can 
contribute once again.

Frank O’Connor: was previously on the BAWA Committee 
from 2002 to 2009, before he joined the BWA committee in 
2012. He has been responsible for the finances since June 
and for developing a Memorandum of Understanding with 
National Office which is ongoing. Frank is a member of the 
Community Education Committee where he helps to organise 
and present the Bird Identification and Advanced Workshops. 
he created and still catalogues the BirdLife WA digital image 
library which has over 8500 images. Frank has an MBA from 
UWA.

Kimberly Onton: has a particular interest in shorebird 
and seabird conservation and research. She is the BWA 
Shorebirds 2020 regional coordinator. In the department of 
Environment and Conservation she works in conservation 
management and research positions. She has been a 
member of the BWA Executive Committee for five years and 
is also on the BWA Conservation and Research Committee 
and BA Shorebirds 2020 Steering Committee.

Graham Wooller: is a retired Company Secretary, and has 
been a member of BirdLife Australia since 2003. he has 
served on the Executive Committee of BirdLife WA since 
2006. he continues to represent the Executive Committee 
on the Eyre Bird Observatory Committee and on the general 
Council of the Conservation Council of WA.

There is one vacancy on the Executive Committee.

BirdLife WA reports

Come on, it’s water not ice! 
Cartoon by Penny Towells

 Riverside birds, Garvey Park (see report, p40).
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White-cheeked 
Honeyeater, 
Shoalwater, 8 Dec 
2012. Photo by John 
McMullen

Australasian Shoveler 
at Lake Monger, 11 
April. There were 
several dozen shovelers 
around the lake; many, 
like this one, were 
congregated together 
on the banks, soaking 
up the sun. Photo by 
Pauline Arnold

Crested Tern with prey (above left), Australian Pelican (above 
centre) with what appears to be a plastic ball in its bill and Little 
Penguin fledgling (above right), 8 Dec 2012, Penguin Island. Photos 
by Jennie Stock

Two birds whose threat status has been changed 
recently (see report, p22). Above left: Australian 
Painted Snipe. Photo: BWA Digital Library (Les 
George). Above right:  Western Ground Parrot. 
Photo by Brent Barrett/DEC



Page 16 Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 146 June 2013

BirdLife WA reports, ctd
BIRdLIFE WA pROJECTS

hooded plovers around perth
Our volunteers are invaluable as they provide us with 
details of hooded plover observations. Without these we 
would know a lot less than we currently do about hooded 
plover distribution. What happens to all the records we 
receive? Your sightings are kept in the Western Australian 
hooded plover data base and this information is used to help 
determine conservation priorities.

The Western Australian hooded plover data base contains 
all the observations collected during the annual hooded 
plover surveys plus all the other observations people send 
in. At the moment it contains around 4700 records from the 
1980s to the present, although some older records are also 
included. Records from Yalgorup National park, where we 
have conducted much of our research over the years, are 
kept separate and amount to 3300 records.

State and local government agencies often ask for 
information about different sites to assist them in the 
formulation of their management plans. This is where your 
sightings play an important role. An example might be that 
a local council wants to establish a dog beach and wants 
to know which beaches are important to hooded plovers. 
Information contained in our data base helps them make 
that decision.

generally speaking, if you wanted to see a hooded plover 
you would need to travel some 100 km from perth. The 
closest and most likely locations are Yalgorup National park, 
the salt lakes around Wagin or the Margaret River coastline.

The hooded plover is probably the last shorebird you 
would expect to see in perth. Although a rare visitor to 
the metropolitan area 
it does show up more 
often than you might 
suspect, as indicated 
by the records held in 
our local hooded plover 
data base. Fortunately 
hooded plovers are quite 
mobile and when they 
move from their beaches 
or inland salt lakes, 
they will occasionally 
turn up in perth and can 
occur in any month. The 
ephemeral lakes around 
perth and the Swan River 
shoreline are the most 
likely locations. I have 
extracted the records 
that relate to the perth 
metropolitan region so 
you can see what has 
been collected (Figure 1).

Sightings come from 
Alfred Cove, Woodman 
point, pelican point, 
Forrestdale Lake, 
Bibra Lake, Claremont 
Lake, Thomsons Lake, 
herdsman Lake, Lake 

Cooloongup and Lake Joondalup. There are two beach 
sightings from port Beach and Floreat Beach, both made in 
the winter months when the beaches are quieter.

Most sightings of hooded plovers in the perth metropolitan 
area are of solitary birds but there are five sightings of 
multiple birds. There was one sighting of four birds at pelican 
point in 1975, one of three birds at Rottnest in 1989, one of 
three birds at herdsman Lake in 1990 and a sighting of two 
birds at Lake Cooloongup in 1997 and four in 2012. 

Over a forty year period 38 sightings were recorded. Multiple 
sightings for the same site in the same month were counted 
as one occurrence. Sightings are spread evenly over the 
years with 12 sightings made during period 1973 -1990, 
16 sightings between 1990-2000 and ten records from 
2000-2013. There are three sightings from Rottnest Island 
which are included. The percentage of juvenile hooded 
plover sightings was 18%, and juveniles were recorded in 
November, december, January, July and September.

Acknowledgement: It is thanks to the contributions and 
dedication of our volunteers that the hooded plover project 
remains viable.

Marcus Singor 
Hooded Plover Committee

Figure 1. Sightings of hooded plovers in the perth Metropolitan region from 1973 to 2013.
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RESULTS OF ThE hOOdEd pLOvER 
SURvEY, FEBRUARY 2013
Introduction

This year the hooded plover survey was concentrated over 
the weekend of 9 and 10 February. A sweltering heat wave 
had gripped the south-west in the week leading up to the 
survey and concerns were held for our volunteers and 
the impact on the count. Nevertheless, surveyors braved 
temperatures of up to 43° C. This summer went down as 
the hottest on record which might explain the high counts at 
Esperance and the sightings around perth. As suitable inland 
habitat dried out, hooded plovers were pushed to coastal 
areas and salt lakes containing water.

The aim of holding the annual hooded plover survey is 
to check on the size of the Western Australian hooded 
plover population, the recruitment of juveniles and their 
distribution. The survey coincides with the national Shorebird 
2020 survey. The previous survey was held in February 2012 
(Singor 2012).

The survey meets one of the conservation strategies listed 
in the Western Australian hooded plover Management 
plan (Raines 2002): to collect data that will help focus and 
prioritise management effort further at sites of importance to 
hooded plovers and locate other, as yet undiscovered, sites 
of importance in Western Australia.

The information collected by our volunteers during the 
survey supplements information obtained in previous years, 
helps identify conservation threats and highlights variations 
in population densities. It shows the congregation sites 
favoured by hooded plovers over summer.

Results

The total number of hooded plovers counted was 885 which 
included 23 juveniles (Table 1).

The recruitment of juveniles as a percentage of the total 
population could not be calculated this year as not all the 
counters had distinguished adults from juveniles. 

Northern Wheatbelt

Sean plozza has been recording hooded plover sightings at 
Leeman Lagoon since April 2012 and has counted up to a 
maximum of 26 Hooded Plovers. This was the first time the 
lagoon was included in the annual hooded plover survey. 
Leeman is a small coastal township, located about 250 km 
to the north of perth with a large salt lake lagoon on the 
eastern side which is spring fed. (dEC 2009). Over the years 
there have been a number of interesting sightings emanating 
from Leeman. For example, 42 hooded plovers were seen 
in January 2006 and 23 in March 2009. Fifteen were seen 
during this survey by Sean Plozza and this is the first time 
we have some continuous data that indicate this is an 
important site for hooded plovers.

I suspect that the hooded plovers that spend the summer 
months at Leeman Lagoon come from the northern 
wheatbelt. If this is the case, it would be a pattern similar 
to that shown by the hooded plovers that move between 
Yalgorup National park and Wagin. Breeding should not be 
expected at this site as the habitat seems unsuitable.

No other hooded plover records were forthcoming from the 
Northern Wheatbelt, although Sanderlings (13), grey plovers 
(3) and Ruddy Turnstones (6) were reported at the beach of 
South greenough.

Acknowledgements: Sue harris, pauline Wittwer, Sean 
plozza.

Perth

There was a sighting of one hooded plover from Rottnest 
Island (government house Lake) on 19 February 2013 and 
one at Lake Joondalup on 3 March 2013.

Acknowledgements: Richard and Lorraine Chyne, John graff.

Mandurah

A large congregation of 55 hooded plovers was observed at 
Lake pollard. Breeding pairs were noted at Martins Tank and 
Lake pollard. Lake preston had only a few hooded plovers 
but a large flock of 9679 Banded Stilts was present as were 

Area Number of birds
Shark Bay to perth 15
Wetlands between Rockingham and Mandurah 0
Beaches from Mandurah to Leschenault Inlet 0
Yalgorup National park (Yalgorup hpMR) 88 (includes 8 juveniles)
geographe Bay 1
Beaches from Cape Naturaliste to Augusta (Naturaliste-Augusta hpMR) 27 (includes 5 juveniles)
Beaches from Augusta to Broke Inlet 3 (includes 1 juvenile)
Beaches from Broke Inlet (Walpole) to Beaufort Inlet (east of Albany) (Walpole-
denmark hpMR) 18 (includes 1 juvenile)
Beaches from Beaufort Inlet to hopetoun (Bremer Bay-hopetoun hpMR) 64 (includes 4 juveniles)
Beaches, and coastal and inland lakes east of hopetoun to Stokes Inlet 27
Beaches Stokes Inlet to Cape Le grande 2
Esperance Lakes (Lake gore system to Mullet Lake) (Esperance hpMR) 604 (includes 3 juvenile)
Beaches east of Cape Le grande 29 (includes 1 juvenile)
Inland lakes in south-west of the state 7
Total 885 (includes 23 juveniles)

Table 1: Results of the Western Australian hooded plover count, February 2013. 
  hpMR = hooded plover Management Region.

BirdLife WA projects, ctd
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BirdLife WA reports, ctd
large flocks of Grey Teal (3200) and 
Australian Shelduck (1936).

Acknowledgements: dick Rule, Bill 
Russell, Tony France, kate Robinson, 
dusty Millar, Errol harwood and Thelma 
Crook from the peel-harvey Catchment 
Council. 

Margaret River

The Augusta-Margaret River Mail was 
kind enough to promote the survey by 
publishing an article about the hooded 
plover in their newspaper.

previously Bunker Bay always had a 
hooded plover pair present but these 
birds have been absent since 2010. The 
recent resort development on the bay 
may have something to do with this. A 
sighting was made at Eagle Bay, which 
is adjacent to Bunker Bay. A young 
runner was discovered near Bob’s 
hollow hiding in the seaweed. This was 
close to last year’s breeding spot. The 
dunes along Redgate Beach had been 
damaged by high tide action in the 
preceding 2-3 months, which might 
account for the absence of hooded 
plovers, normally seen on this beach.

Acknowledgements: Colin and Natalie Bell, J Macaulay, 
Tracey Skippings, Sally.Wylie, don hanran-Smith, Jill Moyes, 
Jane Scott, Wally Smith, Maree Baldock, Janet dufall, 
Logan Anderson, Jenny kikeros, Jessica Worrall, Mary and 
Bob Elton, Bill James and son, Christine Fleay, peter St 
Clair-Baker, Anna John, Mandy polley, Wendy Mitchell, Ron 
glencross.

Walpole-Denmark-Albany

Two inland lakes, Lake Ewlyamartup (1 hooded plover) 
and Lake Coyrecup (4), east of katanning provided a few 
sightings, but most other lakes were dry. Lake Martagallup 
had two adults and a juvenile present, indicating breeding 
there for the second year in a row.

visitor numbers to Windy harbour and 
its nearby beaches have increased 
considerably. No breeding was 
recorded at Windy harbour this year. 
Breeding was reported from Mandalay 
Beach and Quarram Beach.

Acknowledgements: Lee koteka, 
Ross Blechynden, Janine Liddelow, 
katherine Williams (dEC), Christine 
Wilder, Barbara and John dunnett, 
pemberton discovery Tours, Toni and 
graeme dearle, Tracy Robins (dEC 
Ranger), Jeff kimpton (dEC Senior 
Ranger), Mavis Sowry, Jeanne Steele, 
penny Roberts, Beryl Meulenbroek, 
Tina Smith, Fred and Anne Bondin, 
Michael Burns, Carol-laine Trethowan, 
B.goldsmith, g and A Endacott, dave 
Secomb, philip powell, Brad kneebone, 
Andrew dickinson, g.Taylor.

Bremer Bay

A visit to gordon Inlet paid off with 
the sighting of 57 hooded plovers. Two 
weeks later a hundred were sighted at 
the same location. Large numbers of 
Sanderlings were also present.

One of the hooded plovers sighted at gordon Inlet on 1 
March 2013 had a metal band on its lower right leg (see 
photo). hooded plovers were banded at Lake gore in 
February 1995 and at the Lake Warden Nature Reserve in 
April 1998. This would make the hooded plover between 15 
and 18 years old.

This sighting poses some interesting questions. On the 6 
April 2011 a hooded plover with a metal band on its right leg 
was sighted on the beach near the hunter River some 10 km 
away from the gordon Inlet. It is quite feasible this was the 
same bird that was seen this year.

A pair of hooded plovers was able to raise two runners at 
Wellstead Estuary thanks to the installation of fencing and 
despite being under threat from Australian Ravens and dogs.

Hooded Plover and chick 
near Bob’s Hollow (above) 
and (below) in a broken wing 
display, Bob’s Hollow, Contos 
Beach. Photos by Jane Scott

Banded Hooded Plovers in flight, Gordon Inlet. 
Note the metal leg band on one bird. Photo by 
Steve Elson

Hooded Plover eggs, Bremer Bay. Photo by Anne 
Gadsby
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harry Lowe.

Hopetoun

Reports from inland lakes and coastal lakes between 
hopetoun and Esperance mentioned that the density of 
fox tracks was very high everywhere. Fox numbers had 
increased in large numbers over the past six months. 
Unfortunately the Western Shield baiting program does not 
extend to Jerdacuttup and the Lake Shaster Nature Reserve. 
hooded plover numbers were very low for the hopetoun 
region this year. Many of the inland salt lakes had dried out. 
Lake Ronnerup and Bennett’s Lake in dunns Rock Nature 
Reserve were dry. Three hooded plovers were present at 
Lake Chidnup. Stennetts Lake had 3000 grey Teal, 1500 
Australian Shelduck and two Chestnut Teal.

Acknowledgements: John Tucker, Merle Bennett, Owen and 
Mary Smith, John and Noelle Young, Andy Chapman.

Esperance

The lakes around Esperance were well covered during the 
survey and produced the highest count since 2002. This 
year the water levels at the lakes were definitely lower 
and presented more exposed beach areas. The largest 
concentrations of hooded plovers were found in the Lake 
Warden System, Lake gore and kubitch Lake. At White Lake 
a group of hooded plovers was found hiding amongst the 
salt pillars that had formed at the lake. The Norris Lakes, 
which often hold high numbers of hooded plovers, had all 
dried out this year. There was a low proportion of juveniles in 
the flocks.

hooded plover sightings at the Eyre Bird Observatory beach 
used to be quite rare but over the past two years sightings 
have been more frequent and two hooded plovers were seen 
on 4 February 2013.

Acknowledgements: ken and Jean Read (EBO), Mike gibbs, 
pam Norris, david and dale Johnson, gillian White, Robyn 
Cail, Nigel Metz, dave Thornburg and Emily, Adrian pinder 
(dEC), debbie Sullivan, John Lizamore, Jen Ford, Maxine 
gibson. Tilo Massenbauer, kim Norris, Meg and peter 
McCarthy (Eyre caretakers).

Summary

Over 100 volunteers contributed to this year’s count. The 
total of 885 birds is the highest from the past 15 years and 
is attributed to the extreme hot weather pushing hooded 
plovers to coastal and near coastal lakes.

Acknowledgements

I would like to thank everyone who generously donated their 
time to the survey of our beaches and salt lakes. A special 
word of thanks to kate Creed.

In remembrance: we would like to pay tribute to george 
Endacott and Janice Marshall who recently passed away 
and were both staunch supporters of the hooded plover 
conservation project in the denmark region.

Marcus Singor 
Hooded Plover Committee
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hOOdEd pLOvER dIARY: december 2012 
to February 1013
This diary outlines work under taken to protect a hooded 
plover nest and juveniles.

20-12-12 Temporary fence put across Wellstead Estuary bar 
to provide safe feeding/breeding area for vulnerable birds. 
hooded plovers nested on seaweed behind fence. 
Fairy Terns showing signs of nesting on sand island behind 
fence.

17-01-13 Fence vandalised. Repaired.

21-01-13 ‘hoodie’ nest contains 2 eggs. Safe in spite of 
vandalised fence.

23-01-13 Eggs have hatched! Two healthy ‘runners’ (they’re 
called ‘runners’ because it will be another 30 days before 
they can try to fly).

24-01-13 ‘hoodie’ family walked 100 m to safer area, still 
behind the fence. 
27 Fairy Terns have formed a small colony, but breeding 
attempts being disrupted by Silver gulls.

28-01-13 ‘hoodies’ have survived Christmas, New Year and 
Australia day. Now they are at risk of predation by Australian 
Ravens. permission received from dEC to cull Ravens. Fox 
tracks seen. 
people with dogs on leads thanked, and given BirdLife 
Australia information. 
More shelter needed. Bird hides made by Bremer Bay school 
students have been used, but the birds prefer logs, and 
more have been provided.  
Runners growing well and becoming rather bold. parents 
very busy demonstrating how Hoodies behave, find food and 
generally avoid being seen.

09-02-13 high tide has brought in more wrack and more 
water in channel.

12-02-13 Strong NE wind, birds using driftwood as shelter.

14-02-13 One runner tried out wings to challenge Willy 
Wagtail! Not very effective. 
Runners shelter behind log and are not always visible but 
patience usually sees them emerge.

15-02-13 Adult ‘hoodie’ visitor attempted to join the family. 
Chased away by a parent, and then seen off in flight.

19-02-13 Short flight by both runners. Great progress. At 
29 days, they’re almost safe.

22-02-13 ‘hoodie’ family has left the safety of the fence, 
and are in the low dunes.

25-02-13 At 35 days they should be able to fly from danger. 
If only they could read the signs which say

‘No Motorised Vehicles’ and ‘No Dogs’.
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The adults are quite easy to see, but the juveniles, being a 
sandy colour now, are a little more difficult. Have a look for 
them!

Many thanks to all the people who do keep dogs on leads, 
or drive to the dog-exercise area, and motorists who drive 
carefully, avoiding all the roosting birds.

Anne Gadsby

Future directions for Shorebirds 2020 WA
On 26 February 2013, 25 shorebird count coordinators 
and experts gathered at the Bold park Ecology Centre 
in Floreat to participate in an inaugural Shorebirds 2020 
(S2020) Western Australian strategic planning workshop. 
professionally facilitated by Andrew huffer, the workshop 
aimed to define the future direction of the WA program over 
the next three years. The event provided an opportunity for 
S2020 volunteers and supporters to contribute to driving 
the WA program, as well as air any concerns and network 
with other shorebirders. Participants came from as far afield 
as Carnarvon, Esperance and Melbourne, making a valuable 
contribution by voicing their vision for the S2020 program.

To start the day off, a series of presentations set the scene 
about the various elements of S2020. golo Maurer, the 
BirdLife Australia national S2020 project Manager, gave 
an overview of the program from a national perspective, 
outlining the project’s 
achievements, including 
volunteer recruitment, 
education, and contributions 
to government policy, as well 
as recent initiatives such as 
working with indigenous groups 
in northern Australia.

kim Onton then presented a 
fly around of the shorebird 
monitoring and research 
activities across WA, 
highlighting the phenomenal 
coverage across a huge state 
including islands, mine sites 
and Ramsar wetlands in both 
remote and metropolitan areas, 
by dedicated volunteers.

Marion Shaw, the shorebird 
count coordinator for Bibra, 
South and North Lakes on 
the Swan Coastal plain gave 
an insightful overview of the 
surveys her team undertake 
and the role of advocacy with 
respect to the proposed Roe 8 
development.

Finally Mike Bamford presented his analysis of historic 
shorebird count data from the Swan River, highlighting 
dramatic declines in shorebirds and the cumulative impacts 
of rising water levels (10-12 cm rise in 100 years) and 
disturbance along the river.

After the presentations, Andrew put the participants to 
work with a range of exercises. This started with preparing 
a timeline of the successes and challenges of S2020 in WA 
over the last three years. Next, the opportunities and threats 
for the program were identified and prioritised based on 

the level of impact they would have and our capacity to do 
something about them. Those opportunities and threats that 
scored as high impact and high capacity were ranked as 
the highest priorities, and these were then divided amongst 
the working groups where strategies and action plans were 
developed. This provided the framework for the strategic 
direction that S2020 intends to focus upon in WA over the 
next three years.

Overall, the three main themes were to:

1) maintain and grow the volunteer base,

2) increase the capacity of counters and coordinators and

3) increase the profile of shorebirds.

Strategies for these themes included engagement and 
recruitment of children into the program, provide more 
feedback and recognition of volunteers, provide increased 
training for both counters and coordinators to increase their 
capacity to then train and educate others (ie, a new level of 
training from that currently available) and to better utilise 
both traditional and especially social media to engage the 
community in shorebird conservation. Other opportunities 
included the creation and maintenance of shorebird habitat, 
and to effectively inform conservation through improved 
engagement with stakeholders including government.

prior to and after the workshop, online surveys were sent 
to invitees to guide workshop programs, provide specific 
feedback on issues raised and give an opportunity for 

those who could not attend 
to contribute to the planning 
process.

The day was a great success, 
many thanks to the expert 
facilitation provided by 
Andrew and particularly the 
much valued contribution 
of all of the shorebird count 
coordinators and experts 
who took the time to provide 
much appreciated feedback 
and suggestions for the future 
direction of the program. 
There was a real team spirit on 
the day, acknowledging that 
we all had a part to play in the 
improvement of the program 
and shorebird conservation in 
general. golo also used the 
feedback to guide his latest 
funding application to secure 
funds to extend the program 
into the future.

The workshop planning 
committee (kim Onton, 

Sue Mather, Mike Bamford and golo Maurer) are currently 
refining the goals and priorities into an operational 
strategic report. Contact the workshop organiser kim Onton 
(shorebirds.wa@birdlife.org.au) if you would like a copy once 
finalised.

Thanks again to all those involved, and we hope to see you 
at proposed regular future gatherings for WA shorebirders.

Kim Onton 
WA Coordinator 

BirdLife Australia Shorebirds 2020

Workshop participants working in groups to 
define strategies and action plans to guide the 
future direction of S2020 (see also p52). Photo 
by Sue Mather
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Shorebirds_WA Yahoo group
Improved communication, to allow shorebirders to share 
their successes and frustrations, as well as a forum to ask 
queries and pass on valuable resources, was raised during 
the 2013 S2020 strategic planning workshop. participants 
were encouraged to utilise the Yahoo group (Shorebirds_
WA@yahoogroups.com) as an appropriate forum for such 
discussions, and to pass this on to their shorebird network.

The group was established in 2011 in recognition of the need 
for a more effective network connecting people involved in 
shorebird conservation in WA. postings can be made at any 
time by members of the WA shorebirding community who 
sign up to the group.

If you would like further assistance in joining the group, 
please contact shorebirds.wa@birdlife.org.au for guidance.

peel Shorebirds 2020 volunteer thank you 
and afternoon tea
The Mandurah Bird Observers group (MBOg) held an 
afternoon tea meeting on 16 April 2013 in conjunction with 
the peel-harvey Catchment Council and BirdLife WA (BWA). 
The purpose of the meeting was to thank all the volunteers 
who participated in the Shorebirds 2020 (S2020) surveys in 
February, and let them know how their contribution advances 
the program and how the data collected is used.

Sue Mather, the Chair of BWA, and kim Onton, the S2020 
WA coordinator visited from perth to be part of the meeting. 
We appreciate them taking the time out of their busy 
schedules to be with us.

Kim talked first and put the context of the meeting in 
perspective, covering the reasons we do the count each year, 
how the data is used and how it contributes to shorebird 
conservation. This was brought home in recent years by the 
dramatic fall in population numbers identified through the 
shorebird counts of species including great knot and Curlew 
Sandpiper.

We are part of the East Asian-Australasian Flyway and, while 
the Ramsar convention is technically not able to make any 

government take 
action to conserve 
wetlands, it is 
incumbent on us to 
ensure we provide 
leadership in how we 
treat the migratory 
birds while they 
are in our territory. 
The pressures 
they are under in 
other territories in 
the flyway are of 
concern. We need 
to provide them 
with safe foraging 
and roosting areas 
(ie, wetlands) while 
they are residing 
in Australia. This 
becomes increasingly 

difficult with human activities that result in habitat 
destruction in particularly vulnerable areas such as the peel-
harvey Estuary.

Bob paterson, of MBOg, covered aspects of this year’s count. 
Not everyone is aware of the actual area we cover and some 
of the more difficult count territories. With the area we 
need to cover, it is evident that we need a large number of 
volunteers to do the count. This year we had an impressive 
73 volunteers participate, the highest for any S2020 survey 
area in the state.

Our count this year covered 64 species and over 91 400 
birds.

The most prolific of the species counted was the Banded 
Stilt. Most were on Lake preston. With the rain we had 
in March, most disappeared from the lake soon after the 
survey.

Of the shorebirds, the most prolific was the Red-necked 
Stint. The largest number were counted on Lake McLarty on 
the Sunday of the count. By the following Wednesday, the 
lake was dry and all birds had disappeared.

graphs of results from recent years showed the very evident 
trend in falling numbers of Red-necked Stints and hooded 
plovers counted each year.

Sue Mather thanked all those who had participated in the 
count and emphasised the importance of their individual 
contribution as well as the overall contribution to our 
knowledge of the wetlands and our ongoing attempts to keep 
them as a safe haven for shorebirds and waterbirds.

The meeting was held at the Coodanup Community College. 
We thank them for the use of their facilities and the excellent 
afternoon tea their canteen provided.

Bob Paterson

Western ground parrot survey, Cape Arid 
National park, April 2013
Seven volunteers joined Abby Berryman from the 
department of Environment and Conservation (dEC) in this 
fairly remote part of Cape Arid National park.

The days started early following comprehensive training by 
Abby for those of us who needed reminding of the calls, and 
how to record the necessary data. A drive, then a walk, of 
varying distances from the track, through the low prickly 
scrub brought us to our designated areas, being there 
at least an hour before sunrise. We positioned a sound 
recording unit nearby, which automatically began and ended 
at times to correspond with either sunrise or sunset.

A repeat performance happened in the evening before 
sunset.

dEC staff were in the park at the same time, setting traps 
overnight and assessing and recording the contents in the 
morning. Some of us joined them and it was extremely 
interesting to see the variety of mammals and reptiles, most 
of which I had certainly not seen before, and it gave most of 
us a different perspective on work being done.

The gem of these experiences for me was watching a honey 
possum, all of 4.5 grams, feeding on and from a large 
Banksia speciosa flower.

BirdLife WA projects, ctd

Bob Paterson of the MBOG 
provides counters with an 
overview of the area covered 
during the 2013 Shorebirds 
2020 summer survey. Photo 
by Sue Mather
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The tracking of deceased (hopefully) baited cats we 
left to dEC.

I felt that the number of Western ground parrot 
calls, and the vegetation and environment in this 
area, a most encouraging sign for the survival of 
these birds. however, cats and foxes are still a 
threat, and a single bushfire through this area could 
see the loss of 90% of this species.

during the day we read, or otherwise occupied 
ourselves with as little physical exertion as possible. 
We had a day or two that were a touch too warm, 
but we managed to find shade in which to relax, 
despite mosquitoes, flies and/or ticks.

Abby’s careful catering kept us very well fed and her 
responsible care saw that we were well looked after. 
We all fell into our tents shortly after dinner. Night 
clubbing was not on the agenda.

I don’t think any of us, on our return to 
Esperance, were sorry to see beds, running water 
or flushing lavatories, but it was a great and 
enjoyable experience, and I hope of benefit to the 
conservation of the Western ground parrot.

Stella Stewart-Wynne

STOp pRESS!

Western ground parrot now listed as 
Critically Endangered
In the Action Plan for Australian Birds 2010 the Western 
Ground Parrot (WGP) was classified as critically endangered, 
and about the same time it was listed by the Western 
Australian department of Environment and Conservation as 
critically endangered.

In 2010, therefore, the Friends of the Western ground 
parrot and the South Coast Threatened Birds Recovery Team 
made a joint nomination to the Australian government to 
have the Wgp transferred from endangered to the critically 
endangered category on the federal Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EpBC Act) list of 
threatened species.

The national Threatened Species Scientific Committee 
has now considered this nomination and made their 
recommendation to the federal Minister. In mid-May of this 
year, the relevant federal department (dSEWpaC) listed the 
change on their website, at 
http://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-tmp/publiclistchanges.5
8b55195a4fb3733703f.html 
where there is further information on recent changes to the 
list, and information on the status of the Wgp and other 
threatened species.

In a strange sort of way, this may be a step forward in the 
conservation of this dangerously threatened bird (there are 
thought to be less than 140 birds in the wild), as it will bring 
its perilous state more to the attention of decision makers. 
hopefully that means that it, and other threatened species 
on the south coast, will benefit in the long run.

Nominations for federal listing involve the completion of 
a complex form requiring much information. The success 
of this nomination is a reflection of a strong collaboration 

between recovery team members from BirdLife WA and the 
Friends of the Western ground parrot working together with 
dEC staff to ensure the production of an authoritative and 
comprehensive nomination.

Allan Burbidge

Australian painted Snipe now listed as 
Endangered
For some time, BirdLife Australia has argued that the 
Australian painted Snipe Rostratula australis was increasingly 
threatened, and in 2012 the organisation made a submission 
to the Australian government to have the species transferred 
from vulnerable to endangered category on the federal 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 
1999 (EpBC Act) list of threatened species. In 2010, the 
revised Action plan for Australian Birds 2010 uplisted the 
species from vulnerable to endangered, arguing that there 
was significant evidence of ongoing declines.

In early 2013, because of BirdLife’s submission, the national 
Threatened Species Scientific Committee assessed the status 
of Australian painted Snipe and in late April 2013 Minister 
Burke communicated to BirdLife Australia that he agreed that 
the species is eligible to be transferred to the higher level of 
threat. This will come into force almost immediately.

The change in status is an important outcome for the 
Australian painted Snipe as it is now much more likely that a 
federal recovery plan will be drafted for the species; it’s also 
more likely that funds will be made available for dedicated 
conservation action. The effective implementation of the 
Murray darling plan will be an important part of the recovery 
of this species. While its distribution includes all states, its 
stronghold is in the eastern states. Regardless of where it is, 
the next time you ‘tick’ one of these striking wetland birds, 
spare a thought for their conservation needs and how they 
might fare in the future. 

Cheryl Gole

See photos of both these threatened birds on page 15.

BirdLife WA projects, ctd

WGP survey participants, Cape Arid. Photo by Abby 
Berryman
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The naming of birds
Vanellus tricolor – Banded Lapwing. Vanellus (Latin) is 
the diminutive of vannus, a winnowing fan (that is a fan used 
to separate the chaff from the grain) and refers to a floppy 
wing action hence the English name too. Tricolor refers to 
the red above the bill, the black band and the mainly white 
thorax and abdomen.

Vanellus miles – Masked Lapwing. Miles is Latin for 
a soldier and refers to the carpal spurs which give an 
armoured appearance. I always think Yellow-wattled Lapwing 
would be a better name, like Red-wattled Lapwing of Asia. 
It is also called Masked or Spur-winged plover. Like the 
sandpiper above, this name should be avoided as it is the 
common name of another plover mainly found in Africa, 
Vanellus spinosus. perhaps bird books should drop alternate 
common names altogether. Michael Morecombe has, and 
perhaps the new edition of pizzey has as well. hANZAB 
should be the only reference still giving these names but 
only for historical reasons. 

Jacanidae – Jacanas
Tupi Indian name (jasana) for the Wattled Jacana (Jacana 
jacana) of South America via the portuguese jaçana. A note 
on pronunciation here. In the portuguese the “c” is soft 
giving a name sound like “jasana” or simply “jasna”. purists 
would argue that this is the correct pronunciation in English. 
however the use of a hard “c” tends to predominate. The “c” 
in the Latin names is always hard.

Irediparra gallinacea – Comb-crested Jacana. Tom 
Iredale (1880-1972) English artist and naturalist, Secretary 
to the Australian ornithologist gM Mathews. Parra is a bird of 
ill omen, perhaps because it appears to walk on water, hence 
their other names Jesus Bird, Lily Trotter and Lotus Bird. 
Gallinacea means poultry like and refers to the head wattles 
which are cock-like.

Hydrophasianus chirurgus – Pheasant-tailed Jacana. 
Hydrsophasianus is literally water pheasant. Chirugus is a 
surgeon, named from their scalpel-like carpal spurs.

Rostratulidae – painted Snipes
From the Latin rostratus meaning large billed or beaked 
(rostrum which occurs frequently is a bill). Again a bit of an 
anomalous family name as the proceeding family has many 
birds with much larger bills.

Rostratula australis – Australian Painted Snipe. The 
origin of the word snipe is not known but is probably from a 
Scandinavian language.

Scolopacidae – Sandpipers and Snipes
From the greek scolopax a woodcock or snipe.

Gallinago hardwickii – Latham’s Snipe. Gallina is Latin 
for hen transliterated into a modern Latin word meaning 
snipe. Charles hardwick(e) (1788-1880?) was Tasmanian 
but nothing is really known about him, except that he may 
have been born in England and died in Launceston. There is 
another hardwick (1756-1835), a Major general who served 
in the Indian Army and was also a naturalist. Chloropsis 
hardwickii (Common Iora), an Asian bird, is named after 
him. Since a painted Snipe is common in the Indian 
subcontinent this also could be our man and some sources 
do say this. It would have been less confusing to name it 
G. lathami or hardwick’s Snipe! John Latham (1740–1837) 
was an English physician, naturalist and author and is 
considered to be the grandfather of Australian ornithology, 

responsible for naming many birds. (By the way, Latham in 
the wheatbelt is not named after him.)

As a matter of interest the Egyptian or Sacred Ibis was also 
called a snipe.
Other names are Japanese or Australian Snipe.

Gallinago stenura – Pin-tailed Snipe. greek stenos for 
narrow (cf stenosis used commonly in medicine for the 
narrowing of various anatomical structures) and ouros for 
tail. Named because of the pin-like outer tail feathers.

Gallinago megala – Swinhoe’s Snipe. Megalos is greek 
for great or large, a very commonly used prefix as both 
mega- and occasionally megalo-. Robert Swinhoe (1836 -77) 
was an ornithologist and British vice-Consul in Amoy, China.

Limosa limosa – Black-tailed Godwit. From the Latin 
limosus meaning muddy and relates to its tidal and marshy 
habitat. The origin of godwit is very obscure and “wit” in 
Old English means to know. One concludes that the name is 
derived from a word that “god only knows”!

The subspecies found in Australia is melanuroides whose 
roots we have met before meaning, having the form of a 
black tail ie not quite as black as the principal species.

Limosa haemastica – Hudsonian Godwit. From the 
greek haematicos meaning bloody. This refers to its breeding 
plumage. No prizes for surmising it breeds in Canada’s 
hudson Bay. This bird was seen recently by many for the 
first time in WA on Lake Joondalup.

Also called the American Black-tailed godwit.

Limosa lapponica – Bar-tailed Godwit. Lapponica means 
from Lapland.

Iuvencus

Editors

The readers of this regular item will be saddened to know 
that the author, Alan galbraith, (Iuvencus) passed away 
recently (see Obituary, p. xx). This is the last of the material 
that he regularly contributed. We have appreciated and 
enjoyed this erudite and often lighthearted and witty 
contribution and would welcome a continuation of it.

Carnamah, Inering Hills
3.5 hours drive north of Perth

Purpose built modern one bedroom self contained studio/
cottage on working farm with fine views over the granite 
rocks. Wheatbelt and transitional woodland birds. Linen  
supplied. Guided visit to key sites included.

2 nights, 2-3 people $275.00.
Other options for accommodation may be available. Please ask.
For more details + photos:

Pauline.Wittwer@bigpond.com 
or 0428 674 074. Farm: 9951 1225.

Members of BirdLife WA and Land for Wildlife.
Your well behaved dog is welcome.
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Members’ contributions
gULLS AT ThE gARdNER

I conducted my annual hooded plover surveys in the 
d’Entrecasteaux National park. On 9 February, with graeme 
and keiran dearle, I drove from Windy harbour to the 
gardner River along the track at the back of the dunes.

We sat in the vehicle to watch what was happening at the 
junction of the ocean and the river. The river mouth was 
open so crossing the river to Coodamurrup was not an 
option. Large amounts of seaweed become buried in the 
sand by massive swells and the beach is extremely spongy 
like quicksand therefore making driving treacherous.

My attention was drawn to around 140 Silver gulls, gathered 
near one particular section of the river. The tide was 
incoming and every few minutes waves swirled through the 
narrow opening, engulfing both sides of the riverbank. At 
this point most of the gulls flew to the banks, waited for 

the waves to abate and then jostled for position facing the 
banks.

After watching this for some time, we realised we were 
witnessing an amazing feeding frenzy. The gulls were 
positioning themselves along the banks to pull out and eat 
worms, approximately 18 cm long. The worms were being 
washed out of the banks by the force of the water. gulls 
fought over the worms, flew off with them in their bills 
and a number of young gulls joined in the commotion. We 
estimated there were thousands of worms in the buried 
seaweed. Fishers confirmed that the worms were locally 
known as ‘blood worms’.

We watched for more than an hour as the process was 
repeated again and again. how long had this been 
happening? Last year the river was closed and I was able to 
cross. I didn’t witness anything unusual at that time.

Eventually we had to leave and reluctantly drove on down 
the beach to Windy Harbour. A flock of 35 Sanderlings, 
reflected in the water as they ran along the tideline, made 
up for the lack of any hooded plover on the way back.

Christine Wilder

A worm at the Gardner River 
mouth. Photo by Christine Wilder

Gulls enjoying the beach worms, Gardner River 
beach. Photo by Graham Dearle

Quality of digital photographs
IMPORTANT PLEASE READ!

When submitting photos for use in WABN, please send a high quality image, eg, 300 dpi, with a file size of 
at least 500 kb.

It is suggested  that the settings on your digital camera be changed to the maximum resolution (setting).

Another area that could cause a problem is that some e-mail programs automatically reduce the file size so 
these settings could be adjusted to maintain the original file size.

When e-mailing images please attach them to an e-mail and not embedded in a Word document or in the 
e-mail itself.
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Crossword No. 15
CLUES

Across
5. Marsh feeder, also uses farms and lawns.
7. Preferred food of Banded Stilt.
9. Theoretically, ‘little owl’.
10. Road edge, useful if planted with native species. 
11. Conclusion.
12. Temporary storage unit used when cannon netting.
14. Feeding movements of Little Egret.
16. The smallest amount.
18. Silver Gulls often rest on one.
19. Mouth.
20. Approximate wingspan of an ibis.
21. Narrow shelf, maybe a seabird nest site.
24.	 On	these	days	it’s	difficult	to	hear	many	calls.
29. Zoological zone; includes India and Indonesia.
30. Flight path of waders.
31. Describes stripe on Grey Teal’s upper wing.

down
1. Small energetic bird with character (two words)
2. 1998 anniversary of Broome Bird Observatory.
3.	 Specialised	filter	feeder.
4. Nature of Shy Heathwren?
6. Destination of many of WA’s waders.
7. Possible resting place of a cormorant.
8. A Darter’s wings need to do this before the next 

fishing	session.
13. A lapwing may feign a broken one.
15. Lowered body and spread wings may indicate this 

behaviour.
17. Do this warily among a nesting colony.
22. Holiday campout period.
23. Useful attribute of birds’ bones.
25. May provide weakened avian visitors.
26. Swans may gain more by taking off into the wind.
27. Possess.
28. Male Hardhead has a white one.

See page 50 for Answers

by Pam Agar
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Gavin White
Ph: 0448 975 586 

or Ph: 0406 280 183
For servicing and repairs to all 

makes of  vehicles
Specialising in air conditioners, 

servicing and repairs
Collection and delivery service 

offered.

White Torque Pty Ltd

Western Australian Bird Notes
Subscription rates

As from 1 June 2013, annual subscription 
rates will be as follows:

WA and Interstate Members:  $20.00
Overseas Members:  $25.00

Note: WABN subscription is only 
available with a BirdLife Australia 
membership. For membership rates, 
contact BirdLife Australia.
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POSITIONS VACANT

Notices

Librarian
After some years of managing the BWA Library Stewart Houghton 
would like someone to replace him. This is not a task that requires a 
huge amount of time. 

	 New acquisitions – deciding on what to purchase and 
placing orders

	 Donations – deciding if an asset to collection
	 Cataloguing and processing additions
	 Advertising new additions to the collection
	 Keeping track of borrowings
	 Annual report

The collection is predominantly journals and books on birds, most 
of which can be borrowed by members. This is a useful asset for 
the organisation as it holds reference material not readily available 
elsewhere.

If you would like to volunteer to fill this role please contact either 
Stewart Houghton, 08 9384 2536 or 

Sue Mather suzannemather@bigpond.com

Occupational Health and 
Safety Officer

The Branch has been asked to 
nominate an Occupational Health 
and Safety representative. The OH & 
S policy has been clearly defined by 
BirdLife and can be viewed on the 
website.
Max Howard has previously filled 
this role and is one of the people to 
whom we owe a debt of gratitude for 
fine tuning our OH & S procedures. 
However he no longer available for this 
role.

If you feel you could help the 
organisation by filling this role please 

contact Sue Mather, 
suzannemather@bigpond.com.

Community Education Committee
WINTER BIRD CLASSES

June 22nd & 23rd and July 20th 
& 21st 2013

The BirdLife WA Community Education Committee will once 
again be running a series of Winter Bird Classes at the WA 
ECO CENTRE, 167 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat, WA 
6014.
Presenters: John Blyth, Frank O’Connor, Rod Smith and Brice  
  Wells
Date: Sat June 22nd  Kingfishers, Bowerbirds and Finches
          Sun June 23rd  Bird Intelligence and Birds and Climate   
  Change
          Sat July 20th  WA Endemics and Australian Ducks and   
  Geese
          Sun July 21st Breeding Strategies
Registration: 8.45am
Class:  9.00am – 12.30pm –morning tea provided
Cost:  $15 per class, to be paid on the day.
Bookings: Phone the BirdLife Western Australia office 
on 9383 7749 during office hours, Mon-Fri 9.30am – 
12.30pm or email: wa@birdlife.org.au
State your name, a contact number, email address and 
the date of the sessions you wish to attend.

RANGELANDS SURVEYS 2013

July 22 – August 3

Combine your birding interests 
and a visit to rarely visited areas to 

further scientific knowledge.

Join us for our annual visit to rangelands 
properties, managed by the Dept of Environment 
and Conservation. This year we hope to visit 
two areas in the Murchison — Lakeside and 
Thundelarra.

Two weeks of dedicated work — approximately 5 
x 30- min surveys per day; a total of 50 surveys 
for the trip (double that if we can manage two 
teams) — will record species present, provide 
valuable baseline data and information to 
inform future management. You will need to be 
fully independent for camping, preferably with a 
4WD vehicle. Experience with GPS use is helpful 
but not essential.

To register your interest, contact any of the 
following:

George & Pam Agar:  agar@openaccess.com.au 
John & Ruth Luyer:  john@hibeach.net 

Ed & Alyson Paull:  edward.paull@bigpond.com
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Great Western Woodlands project

Notices, ctd

Saturday 15 June to Friday 21 June: 
Great Western Woodlands Winter Surveys

It’s time to grab your beanie and join us for the 
winter surveys in the Woodlands. Few surveys have 
been conducted in this area previously in winter, so 
it will give us a chance to find out what species are 
taking advantage of the increased water availability 
and cooler temperatures.

We’ll be conducting bird surveys in small groups 
at a number of locations, including Helena and 
Aurora Range, Credo Station, Jilbadji Nature 
Reserve, Cave Hill area, Peak Charles, and the Trans 
Railway Line. 4WD required in most areas and 
volunteers will need to be self-sufficient. However, 
Liz will be leading a group to Fraser Range Station 
which is 2WD accessible and accommodation will 
be available in a caravan park. Less experienced 
birders welcome.

Survey dates are flexible and please also contact 
Liz if you are interested in future surveys but are 
unable to make the upcoming dates.

To register your interest, 
email Liz Fox liz.fox@birdlife.org.au 

or phone on 0427 947 009 or 9287 2716.
For members and the general public.

Organiser: Liz Fox

Friday 27 September to Thursday 
3 October: 

Spring in the Great Western Woodlands

Spring has sprung again in the Great Western 
Woodlands and large numbers of species will be 
breeding and taking advantage of flowering events 
in the huge number of eucalypts present in the 
Woodlands. A total of 115 species were recorded 
during the spring surveys in the region last year.

We’ll be conducting bird surveys in small groups 
consisting of a leader and participants at a number 
of locations across the region, including Helena 
and Aurora Range, Credo Station, Jilbadji Nature 
Reserve, Cave Hill area, Peak Charles, Fraser Range 
Station, the Trans Railway Line and Dundas Nature 
Reserve. Sites vary in accommodation options and 
accessibility. In most (but not all) locations a 4WD 
is required and volunteers will need to be self-
sufficient. Survey dates are flexible and please also 
contact Liz if you are interested in future surveys 
but are unable to make the upcoming dates.

To register your interest, 
email Liz Fox liz.fox@birdlife.org.au 

or phone on 0427 947 009 or 9287 2716.
For members and the general public.

Organiser: Liz Fox

As part of the Great Western Woodlands project a small 
group (limited to five vehicles) will continue on from the 
Remlap Campout to Karroun Hill Reserve to participate 
in the survey project. Karroun Hill is a 3100 square km 
Conservation Reserve north of Beacon and Mukinbudin, 
outside the Vermin Proof Fence. It is a designated IBA 
and is located at the western end of the Great Western 
Woodlands area.

The main aim of the trip is to carry out a series of bird 
surveys at designated points within the reserve, as well 
as areas to the east of the reserve. There will also be 
opportunities for general birdwatching.

Participants will be expected to take part in the surveys. 

No experience in carrying out surveys is necessary, but 
reasonable bird identification skills are required. This is 
a great opportunity to find out about, and get experience 
in, carrying out Bird Atlas surveys.

We will be camping in remote areas with no facilities so 
all vehicles are expected to be fully self-sufficient and 
will need to carry sufficient food, water and fuel for the 
period. The tracks are rough and some vehicle wear and 
tear should be expected. 4WD vehicles with good ground 
clearance are essential.

To register your interest, contact
Andrew Hobbs – scanetica@iinet.net.au

Tag along Bird Surveys, Karroun Hill
Tues 1st October – 6th October
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Notices

Seventh Biennial 
Australasian Ornithological 

Conference
BIRDLIFE WESTERN AUSTRALIA (BWA) 

is offering
Postgraduate Student Sponsorship

to assist attendance at the AOC in Auckland, 
New Zealand, 4-7 December 2013

Sponsorships of $750 are offered for post graduate 
students who are studying in Western Australia.
These will be allocated on the basis of the merit, quality 
and relevance of submitted abstracts. The cut-off date for 
the submission of abstracts is 30th June 2013.
BWA will notify successful applicants by e-mail or 
post by 31st July 2013. Funding of $750 will then be 
forwarded and acknowledged to these people at the 
AOC2013.
The conditions of this sponsorship are that applicants:

•	 Are enrolled for a postgraduate degree that is 
relevant to ornithology

•	 Are studying in Western Australia
•	 Have registered to attend the AOC2013 for at 

least one day
•	 Are prepared to present a paper at this 

conference
•	 Have not received any other subsidy or grant to 

attend the AOC2013.
Enquiries to be directed to:

Suzanne Mather 
AOC2013, BirdLife Western Australia 
167 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat WA 6014
E-mail: suzannemather@bigpond.com

Tax-deductible donations, specifically for BirdLife Western 
Australia, can be made to BirdLife Western Australia through 
our office at Peregrine House. A tax-deductible receipt will 
be issued. If the donation is being made as a direct deposit in 
the BirdLife Western Australia bank account, it is important to 
signify who it is from and for this purpose.

Donations will then be held in an account so that they 
can be accounted for through the national office each 
year in accordance with the Federal Taxation Department 
requirements.

Such donations, unless specified by the donor for a particular 
purpose, will be used to assist in meeting the objectives of the 
organisation. The details of this will be decided by the Executive 
Committee, guided by the finance policy of the branch.

Bequests can also be made specifically for the branch with the 
same process.

Suzanne Mather 
Chair, BirdLife Western Australia

Donations and bequests to 

BirdLife Western Australia

HELP  URGENTLY NEEDED  IN OUR 
BIRDLIFE WA OFFICE

Our Office Volunteers are struggling to cover our Monthly 
Roster.

We are looking for a 9.30 am to 12.30 pm commitment for just 
two mornings a month.  

 And since we are quite desperate even one morning per 
month would be greatly appreciated.

The tasks are quite simple. Answering the phone with a 
friendly voice, and greeting visitors with a welcoming smile is  
all that is really needed. However , we would suggest  a couple 
of days with one of the other volunteers  to help you feel  more 
comfortable.

Please contact the BirdLife WA office on 9383 7749 if you 
would like more information and are able to help us. 
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12 February, Denmark

We started our trip with a visit to local 
member Tina Smith and explored the 
trails near the denmark River and golf 
course where Red-winged Fairy-wren, 
Western Rosella and dusky Moorhen 
were highlights. We continued on to 
have morning tea by the river with 
Eastern Osprey for company. Nankeen 
Night-herons were observed roosting 
close to the footbridge not far from 
the river mouth. At Ocean Beach 
we observed a variety of shorebirds 
including Red-capped plover, Black-
winged Stilt and grey plover. We also 
observed a Little Egret, however the 
previously seen Eastern great Egret 
eluded us; seen again a few days later.

12 March, Rushy Point/Frenchman 
Bay

With summer over, shorebird numbers at Rushy point had 
already dwindled. We found Pacific Golden and Grey Plover, 
Common greenshank, Bar-tailed godwit and a lone grey-
tailed Tattler. One of the godwits was beginning to change 
into breeding plumage.

We visited the recently built bird hide at Lake vancouver in 
the Frenchman Bay area where we found Musk Duck, Pacific 
Black duck and cormorants. Red-winged Fairy-wren and 
golden Whistler were encountered along the track leading to 
the hide.

At lunch overlooking goode Beach we farewelled one of our 
long-standing members, Fay gorddard, who has since moved 
to the Eastern States.

9 April, Lake Powell/Torbay Hall

We started the morning at Lake powell where Musk duck, 
hoary-headed grebe, Australian Shelduck and large rafts 
of coots were encountered. Spotless Crakes were heard 

calling from the reeds. We continued 
on to bushland off North Road where 
we admired the huge, unoccupied 
nest of a White-bellied Sea-Eagle and 
walked to Manarup Lagoon where we 
had distant views of a wide variety 
of ducks as well as Yellow-billed 
Spoonbill. Our final destination was 
Torbay hall where we saw Baudin’s 
Black-Cockatoo, Red-eared Firetail 
and Spotted pardalote. A group of 
very excited White-naped honeyeaters 
directed our attention to a Southern 
Boobook which was close enough for 
all of us to get an excellent view. The 
total count for the day was 47 species.

Community activities

The local branch organised two bird 
walks well-attended by the public 
around Lake Seppings. One of the 

walks was jointly hosted by BirdLife and the WA Museum 
in Albany whilst the second walk was part of the inaugural 
Festival of Birds which was held in Albany in April. The latter 
attracted close to 40 participants.

Brad kneebone and Anne Bondin also presented a talk about 
shorebirds at the Festival of Birds and introduced the local 
branch.

Future outings

Excursions will take place on Tuesday, 11 June, 9 July, 13 
August and 10 September. More details about destinations, 
where to meet, etc, will be made available on E-news. You 
can also check the Albany Bird Group's website:

http://sites.google.com/site/albanybirds/home

Excursion leaders will be either Ray garstone (ph: 9844 
7540), Brad kneebone (ph: 9845 2233) or Anne Bondin 
(ph: 9844 1793). Feel free to contact any us for further 
information.

Country branches
ALBANY BRANCh

The Lake Vancouver boardwalk. 
Photo by Charmaine Hickman

CApE TO CApE BIRd gROUp

program
Saturday 15 June: Half-day excursion, Darch Brook 
Foreshore, Margaret River
Meet at 8.30 am at Rosewood Ramble for a walk along the 
darch Brook. Rosewood Ramble is accessed from Bussell 
highway, Forrest Road, Tingle Avenue, Maculata Trail and 
Silver Top Boulevard in the Riverslea Estate, Margaret River.
For BirdLife Australia members and the general public.

Leader: Christine Wilder

Sunday 7 July: Half-day excursion, Cape Leeuwin 
Lighthouse
Meet at 10.00 am at the lighthouse car park. We shall be 
looking for seabirds around Cape Leeuwin. Bring along your 

telescope if you have one. participants may like to carry on 
for lunch at the Augusta Bakery at the end of the excursion.
For BirdLife Australia members and the general public.

Leader: Boyd Wykes

Sunday 11 August: Half-day excursion, Ten Mile Brook 
Dam, Margaret River
Meet at 8.30 am at the car park at Ten Mile Brook dam 
picnic area. Just south of Margaret River township, turn left 
into Rosa Brook Road. After 2.5 km turn left into Nielson 
Road (look for Ten Mile Brook dam sign) and follow the 
gravel road another 3 km to the picnic area.
For BirdLife Australia members and the general public.

Leader: Christine Wilder
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ASHMORE  REEF & THE LACEPEDE ISLANDS

ASHMORE REEF
26 MARCH - 2 APRIL 2014

opportunity to visit Ashmore Reef 
and experience tropical pelagic 
birding at this time of year.

Seabirds recorded during visits 
in April over the last three years 
include; Bulwer’s, Tahiti, and 
Jouanin’s Petrel, Streaked, 
Wedge-tailed, Fleshy-footed and 
Hutton’s Shearwater, Abbott’s 
Booby, Leach’s and Wilson’s 
Storm-Petrel, Arctic and Pomarine 
Jaeger. Brown, Masked and Red-

footed Booby, Lesser & Greater 
Frigatebird, Common, Black and 
Lesser Noddy and eleven Tern 
species. 

Rare terrestrial species recorded 
on Ashmore at the same 
time of year include: Red-
rumped Swallow, Crested 
Honey Buzzard, Japanese 
Sparrowhawk, Tiger Shrike, 
Siberian Thrush, Siberian Blue 
Robin, Asian Brown Flycatcher, 
Arctic, Eastern-crowned, and 

Yellow-browed Warbler, Asian 
Stubtail, Middendorff’s & Pallas’s 
Grasshopper Warbler and 
Pechora Pipit.

The trip also coincides with 
northward migration of up to 
twenty species of shorebirds, 
many in full breeding plumage, 

breeding seabirds including Red-
tailed and White-tailed Tropicbird.

Download a booking form:  www.kimberleybirdwatching.com.au    
info@kimberleybirdwatching.com.au

George Swann -  0429 706 800.

8 DAY  TRIP 
$5,500 pp 

NEW ITINERARY
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Country branches, ctd
Meeting and excursion reports
Meeting: Professor Don Bradshaw’s talk on the 
proposed Donovan Street Reserve in Augusta
The Cape to Cape Bird group was privileged to have 
professor don Bradshaw present a stimulating talk for 
our second, occasional evening meeting, on Monday 18 
February. A large number of our network gathered at the 
historic Witchcliffe druids’ hall for don’s wide-ranging, well-
illustrated presentation.
don and Felicity spend much of their retirement time at 
their cottage in East Augusta, but far from vegging out, they 
remain very much involved in field studies and conservation 
campaigns in that district.
The main topic for the evening was the campaign in 
which the Bradshaws have played a leading role to save 
a wonderfully rich and varied patch of forest, reversing a 
decision to subdivide the land now known as donovan Street 
bush. Reservation has still not been formalised and as vacant 
crown land, the area is still open slather for inappropriate 
activities such as off-road driving, timber gathering, camping 
and the like. however, don reported on a recent, very 
positive meeting with the South-West Land and Sea Council 
regarding their vital approval for the plan.
Don then shared with us his findings on a number of 
other fascinating bird and wildlife related topics, including 
population dynamics and ecology of honey possums in 
the South-West, which are closely and perilously linked 
to fire regimes and adaptations by Australian birds to arid 
environments.
Not surprisingly, don was peppered with questions following 
his presentation, with informal discussion continuing into 
supper time.

Boyd Wykes

Donovan Street Bushland, Augusta
The 83 hectare donovan Street bushland on the doorstep 
of Augusta was the site for our March excursion. It is on 
the shores of the hardy Inlet with an interesting range of 
habitats including riparian waterside vegetation, low heath 
in shallow soils on granite outcrops, Marri/Jarrah woodland, 
karri woodland and damper under-storey areas of Melaleuca 
incana. Fourteen people joined the walk, led by Roger 
Crabtree. Boyd Wykes and Christine Wilder assisted with bird 
identification and interesting associated facts, while Jane 
Scott was our informative source on plant life. The weather 
was overcast and quite warm, with only light winds.
Roger informed us that the Environmental Research group 
of Augusta had recorded 52 species of birds in the reserve. 
Boyd said the most important species to identify were 
the ones that were actually using the reserve for food or 
breeding.
We set off with a goal to find Southern Emu-wrens and we 
had a confirmed early sighting of one in the low heath. On 
entering the woodlands we saw small flocks of White-naped 
honeyeaters and Spotted pardalotes feeding quite high in 
the canopy. Other species identified included White-browed 
Scrubwren, Red-winged Fairy-wren, Inland Thornbill, grey 
Shrike-thrush, golden Whistler and grey Fantail. Boyd 
interpreted for us the group behaviour of the New holland 
honeyeaters feeding on the candle banksias and contrasted 
their strategies with the “trap line” feeding strategy of the 
Western Spinebill.
One of the highlights for me was watching a pair of Red-
tailed Black-Cockatoos feeding in a low Jarrah tree. The 
female, with its beautiful facial feathers sprinkled with 

golden spots, sat calmly for us for several minutes before 
the pair showed us their glorious fiery tails in flight.
On the return loop along the inlet we watched a flock of 
Little Black Cormorants frantically following and feeding on 
a school of small bait fish while gulls, including an immature 
Pacific Gull, circled overhead looking for any scraps.
The donovan Street bushland, Augusta’s king’s park, is 
hoping to be awarded the protection status of Conservation 
Reserve, so residents and visitors will be able to appreciate it 
for generations to come. It is well worth a visit.
Some of us finished the outing with morning tea at the town 
foreshore picnic area and a quick scout for any shorebirds.
A total of 24 species of birds were found in the donovan 
Street bushland and a further eleven species seen on the 
estuary.

Peter St. Clair-Baker

Note: A 2005 biological survey of the donovan Street 
bushland revealed a high level of biodiversity with 213 
species of native plants (including 40 orchids and six rare 
and priority species), 118 species of fungi, seven confirmed 
resident mammal species, 46 species of birds, plus many 
lower vertebrates and invertebrates. Many more plant and 
bird species have been found since.

Cape Naturaliste
A small group of eight had a morning outing to Cape 
Naturaliste on 11 April which proved delightful, with a total 
of 22 bird species observed.
We started at Sugarloaf Rock, and with ‘scopes alert’ waited 
in vain for Red-tailed Tropicbirds to appear, wondering if 
they had left for other climes. however the Australasian 
gannets drifting across the undulating swell kept us amused. 
The birds in the coastal heath such as Splendid Fairy-
wren, White-browed Scrubwren and Silvereye were easy to 
observe.
Moving on to the lighthouse, we walked along tracks and 
four of us went out to the Whale Lookout. No whales, but 
approximately 100 New Zealand Fur Seals lolling about in 
the water and on offshore rocks were a great sight. We 
also spotted more gannets and Flesh-footed Shearwaters 
offshore. A Tawny-crowned honeyeater in the heath 
vegetation and the Red-eared Firetails seen near the 
cottages were the highlights.
Lastly we visited Bunker Bay where pied Cormorants, 
Crested Terns and Silver gulls were seen dotting the 
stunningly beautiful bay.
Thanks to Christine Wilder for organising this mid-week 
outing and providing a wealth of knowledge about this area 
and its bird life.

Ray Flanagan

Purple 
Swamphen, 
Garvey Park, 
Belmont (see 
p40). Photo 
by Barry 
Heinrich
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Country branches, ctd
WhEATBELT AvON BRANCh (WABBA)

Excursion reports

The following excursions are offered for 2013:

18 August: Full day excursion, York

Selected sites in this area. Meet at the corner of Avon 
Terrace, and great Southern hwy, at 0830 hrs.

Leaders: Cheryl and Alan Warburton

7 & 8 September: Weekend excursion, Mukinbudin

There are several good reserves within a short distance of 
the townsite, and we hope to have a good look at a few 
of these. The town has a very good, cheap caravan park, 
which has chalets, if people don’t like tents etc. Meet at 
the caravan park preferably on Friday evening 1730 hrs, 6 
September.

Leader: Cheryl Warburton

3 November: Full day excursion, Toodyay

Avon River walk from Toodyay to Millards pool, a distance of 
about 4.5 km, followed by another walk around glen Avon 
pool, between Northam and Toodyay in the afternoon.

Meet at duidgee park, in townsite near Bolgart Bridge at 
0800 hrs.

Leaders: John Masters and Max Howard

Max Howard 
Deputy Convener

BIBRA LAkE, 16 dECEMBER 2012

On a beautiful, sunny, warm morning at 7am our group of 15 
including two visitors (one holidaying in perth from the USA) 
set off on our walk around the lake. Considering the lake 
had a very good covering of water in spite of below average 
rainfall, we were hoping to record something like 70 species. 
due to at least 15 Eastern great Egrets and a White-
necked heron observed in the northern part, we started our 
excursion walking towards the northerly part of the lake.

In the north-east section we walked out to the recently 
completed pontoon bird hide and from there we had 
excellent views of Australian Spotted Crake, Buff-banded Rail 
and an Eastern great Egret in breeding plumage of red legs 
and black bill. Another egret was showing off its beautiful 
fluffy breeding plumes.

however the ‘stand out’ was seeing one of the two recently 
reported leucistic Willie Wagtails. The wagtail’s plumage 
was similar to that of a Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike, being 
a light grey on the body and a blackish head. After seeing 
thousands of wagtails, it was surreal to see a wagtail looking 
like a mini cuckoo shrike!

A non-birding highlight was seeing a Southern Brown 
Bandicoot feeding out in the open grassed reserve near the 
eastern side.

Our highlights in the southern section were a singing male 
White-winged Triller and a Rainbow Bee-eater that we 
assumed would have its nesting tunnel in the nearby sandy 
embankment.

The bird call showed we had recorded 68 species and we 
then were able to increase this to 69 as a large Brown 
Goshawk was observed gliding high in the sky, the fifth 
raptor in addition to Swamp harrier, Little Eagle, Whistling 
kite and Collared Sparrowhawk.

Notable ‘non-ticks’ were Yellow-rumped Thornbill, great 
Crested grebe, Black-fronted dotterel. Sadly not one Sacred 
Kingfisher was observed, consistent with the belief that this 
species is rapidly declining around the Swan Coastal plain 
lakes.

So we came very close to our 70 target and all agreed it 
was a very interesting walk with lots of birds, albeit a long 
one! Special thanks for Sue Abbotts and Barry heinrich for 
bringing their spotting ‘scopes and kindly offering excellent 
views of a number of birds.

Wynton Maddeford 

ROTTNEST ShOREBIRd 2020 
COUNT, WEEkENd 9/10 FEBRUARY 
2013

With Shorebird 2020 counts being conducted around 
Australia, 18 volunteers, including newcomers to the 
experience, converged on Rottnest, relieved at the possibility 
of escaping perth’s heatwave (see p52).

In a survey of Lake Baghdad on Friday afternoon, we sighted 
a few hundred nesting Fairy Terns with chicks. We observed 
a Brown Goshawk snatch and fly off with an unsuspecting 
chick.

At sunset the runway, next to the Research Station, was 
settled by thousands of Tree Martins, an amazing sight as 
the numbers continually swelled.

On Saturday, the early start for the teams made walking 
comfortable as both the lakes and shorelines were counted. 



Page 38 Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 146 June 2013

A total of 13 000 Banded Stilts was recorded, mainly massed 
on Lake Baghdad. In all, 61 species were listed for the count.

Swimming and a meal at the hotel were bonuses to the 
weekend as well as the odd dugite on the road and a shark 
alert.

Thanks, Sue Mather, for your excellent organisation. It was a 
great experience.

Lynley Davey

pEEL INLET, MANdURAh, 
10 FEBRUARY

Eight people arrived to contribute to the annual Shorebird 
2020 count, undeterred by the forecast 41⁰C. Our survey 
area included Erskine Lakes, Mandurah Channel, Samphire 
Cove, greenshank Cove, Soldiers Cove and the cormorant 
breeding lagoon near Mandurah Quay. It was a long, hot day 
that produced the usual hundreds of cormorants and ducks 
and we had a good array of waders even if the numbers 
of individual species were low. highlights were excellent 
views of Whimbrel and Eastern Curlew at Samphire Cove, 
allowing comparison. A single grey-tailed Tattler and six 
Sharp-tailed Sandpipers were more distant. We found a 
Common greenshank at greenshank Cove and Common 
Sandpipers were seen in four locations. The grey plover was 
far away. After lunch we had a look at Nairn’s and Coodanup/
Creery Island area and although we added species to the 
list, very few waders were seen. We saw a very credible 72 
species for the day. Thanks to Barry as scribe and counter 
extraordinaire!

Sue Abbotts

hERdSMANS LAkE pONY CLUB, 
24 FEBRUARY

Twenty-four members and visitors saw 60 species of birds on 
this walk. Lovely cool weather brought everyone out and the 
birds obliged. Over 20 species were seen from the car park 
prior to the walk commencing. There were only three wading 
bird species as there was very little mud available and only 
one rail species was seen.

The Black-shouldered kite is still present and three other 
raptors were also seen. We had good views of a Whistling 
kite feasting on prey in a dead tree. All the grebes were 
seen and three ibis species. A young Nankeen Night heron 
posed for photographs and was later seen with an adult for 
comparison.

There were numerous Yellow-billed Spoonbills and several 
Australian pelicans. No Rainbow Bee-eaters in the area, 
but a Sacred Kingfisher showed itself to a few people. Few 
bushbirds were seen as there was little flowering. Australian 
pipits and Red-capped plovers are no longer seen in the 
area. It was a most enjoyable walk and a big ‘thank you’ to 
the members who brought their telescopes with them.

Claire Gerrish

CAMpOUT AT TINgRITh FARM, 
MARgARET RIvER, MARCh LONg 
WEEkENd 2-4 MARCh

A campout in the Margaret River region during late summer 
always provides pleasant birdwatching conditions and this 
year was no exception when 30 members met at Tingrith 
Farm on the March long weekend. Since our last campout at 
Tingrith in 2005, a magnificent meeting house has been built 
in the north-eastern paddock, providing a great venue for a 
social get together and bird call each evening.

Saturday morning was spent birdwatching along the tracks 
east and west of the highway in town, including the Rails to 
Trails towards Carters Road. Red-eared Firetail, Red-winged 
Fairy-wren and White-breasted Robin were the highlights 
at the CBd Stormwater Treatment area. At lunchtime some 
participants made their way back to camp while others 
visited the Sewerage Treatment ponds and the beach. There 
were reports of Rufous Whistler, Regent parrot and Crested 
pigeon, but surprisingly no galahs were seen.

In the afternoon we drove to Willyabrup Cliffs to explore 
along the Cape to Cape Track. Splendid Fairy-wren, Brush 
Bronzewing and golden Whistler were some of the species 
found in the coastal heath and a Flesh-footed Shearwater 
was seen from the cliffs.

Sunday 
morning was 
spent at Bhp 
Billiton’s 
Beenup 
Rehabilitation 
project at 
Scott River. 
As usual, I 
had arranged 
for us to 
meet Closure 
Co-ordinator 
Wendy Russell 
at the gate 
and we made 
our way to the 

Crested Tern, Rottnest Island (see also p3). Photo 
by Jennifer Sumpton

Excursion reports, ctd

Buff-banded Rail, Garvey Park (see 
p40). Photo by Barry Heinrich
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ponds. We have been visiting Beenup 
for around ten years during which time 
a total of 79 species has been recorded. 
The revegetation is really starting to 
show results, providing great birding. 
White-bellied Sea-Eagle, great-crested 
grebe, Spotless Crake, Southern Emu-
wren, Australian Reed-Warbler and 
Little grassbird, seven species of duck, 
cormorants, ibis, herons, spoonbills and 
other waterbirds, together with a small 
number of shorebirds including Common 
greenshank, Sharp-tailed and Wood 
Sandpiper, Banded and Black-winged 
Stilt contributed to a total of 54 species.

After lunch under the shady pines in the 
paddock by the road, we carried on for 
a mid-afternoon walk in Boranup forest, finding 19 species 
including Rufous Treecreeper, Red-winged Fairy-wren, Red-
eared Firetail, Shining Bronze-Cuckoo and Fan-tailed Cuckoo.

Each evening a Tawny Frogmouth obligingly sat on top of 
the tepee pole. Other nocturnal birds recorded during the 
weekend were Australian Owlet-nightjar, Southern Boobook 
and Eastern Barn Owl. A phascogale was seen at the base of 
a tree by one group spotlighting on Saturday night.

A pre-breakfast walk around Tingrith on Monday was very 
rewarding with Stubble Quail, Red-eared Firetail, Wedge-
tailed Eagle, Scarlet Robin and Western Rosella. The fox 
spotted in the neighbouring paddock was not so exciting. 
Other highlights at Tingrith were Rufous Treecreeper, 
Western Yellow Robin and Western Thornbill giving a total of 
49 species seen at Tingrith over the weekend.

After breakfast we drove a short distance to Canebrake for a 
walk around the picnic site and campground and then a look 
at the dry ‘rapids’ near the confluence of the Margaret River, 
before returning to camp to pack up. When most people had 
gone, three of us watched a Square-tailed Kite fly low over 
the treetops at the campground, a great finale to a great 
weekend.

peter Taylor won prizes for correctly predicting 110 species 
for the weekend and finding the best bird — Great-crested 
grebe (my choice). peter White won a prize for the mystery 
bird — Ostrich, seen once during the weekend. An Ostrich 
is occasionally seen in a paddock not far from Tingrith, 
probably originally from the Cowaramup Ostrich Farm. Libby 
Mcgill was voted best dressed in her BirdLife T-shirt.

Thanks to Wendy Russell for providing access to Beenup 
Wetlands, Jessica Worrall (local hooded plover Co-ordinator) 
for her generous donation of wine from Firetail vineyard and 
very special thanks to Felicity haynes for allowing us once 
again to camp on her beautiful property.

Christine Wilder

ALFREd COvE, 3 MARCh

Twenty birders gathered at Alfred Cove on a relatively mild 
morning to a deafening chorus of Rainbow Lorikeets. visiting 
the cove on a very high tide prevented us seeing many 
shorebird species there. Many cormorants were sharing 
limited space on the shrinking sandbanks with Australian 
pelicans, Silver gulls, one Crested and one Caspian Tern. 
grey plovers, Black-winged Stilts and Common greenshanks 

were foraging in the samphire. A Buff-
banded Rail was seen flying across the 
top of the samphire and a male Chestnut 
Teal was spotted in the vegetation.

The Musk duck numbers were building up 
for the winter season.

It was a quiet morning for the bushbirds 
and even though the bird numbers were 
low we all had an enjoyable morning with 
38 species seen.

Toni Webster

YANgEBUp LAkE, COCkBURN, 
9 MARCh

Nine members enjoyed a walk around Yangebup Lake and 
saw 62 species including 28 waterbirds. The seven species 
of raptors seen were White-bellied Sea-Eagle, Whistling kite, 
Brown goshawk, Black-shouldered kite, peregrine Falcon, 
Australian hobby and Nankeen kestrel. Other highlights 
were Wood Sandpiper, Spotless Crake and Australian 
Spotted Crake. We were fortunate to see a Southern Brown 
Bandicoot, too!

Robyn Pickering

WELLARd WETLANdS, 16 MARCh

A bright and drafty Saturday morning attracted 20 members 
and guests to the walk around this area of rehabilitated 
wetlands and bush. The lakes were especially productive 
with nine species of duck seen as well as swans, and the two 
small grebes among the waterbirds seen.

The herons were represented by three species of egrets 
(Eastern great, Little and most notably, an Intermediate) 
and White-faced herons.

Other notable sightings on the lakes included a flock of 27 
Yellow-billed Spoonbills all foraging in the water together 
watched, at one point, by a flock of up to 1000 Straw-necked 

Excursion reports, ctd

Intermediate 
Egret, Wellard 
(see also p52). 
Photo by Ron 
Dibbens 

Nankeen Kestrel, 
Woodman Point. This 
photo was taken as we left 
following the BirdLife 
Jaeger watch. A Nankeen 
Kestrel was seen flying 
over the scrub as we set 
off to the spit, and we 
spied this kestrel just after 
leaving the car park. Photo 
by Pauline Arnold
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Excursion reports, ctd
Ibis. Shorebirds were restricted to about 100 Black-winged 
Stilts and a solitary Common greenshank.

Five raptors including a White-bellied Sea Eagle were seen 
by a small group of people. A number of Whistling kites were 
present throughout the morning with a group of five all flying 
together at one point.

The usual bushbirds were present but the windy conditions 
made viewing them something of a challenge.

All in all a pleasant and rewarding morning with a bird list of 
61 species recorded.

Clive Nealon

LAkE MONgER, 21 MARCh

Nine members and a visitor enjoyed the cool start to the 
day. It seems that the Australian Spotted Crake and the 
Spotless Crakes did, too. We had great views of them as 
well as numerous Australian Reed-Warblers. No Australian 
Shelducks were seen and only one Australian Wood duck but 
large numbers of Australasian Shovelers made up for this. 
Numerous pink-eared ducks were also present. We also saw 
hardheads and grey Teal. The Blue-billed duck’s bills are not 
blue, but silver at the moment. The only waders to be found 
were a very cryptic Black-fronted dotterel and four Black-
winged Stilts. Little pied and Little Black Cormorants and an 
Australasian darter were also seen.

Five honeyeater species were feeding in the flowering 
melaleucas on the lake edge. The Striated pardalotes were 
very visible and audible.

Some purple Swamphens and Eurasian Coots joined us for 
our tea break and bird count. They were very keen to share 
our edibles. Fifty-one species were seen and  Carnaby’s 
Black-Cockatoos flew over as we packed up!

Claire Gerrish

RAY MARShALL pARk, vIvEASh, 
24 MARCh

On a beautiful, balmy Sunday morning, 12 members 
and four interstate visitors strolled along the Swan River 
foreshore in this excellent location.

Because of the abundance of birds, progress along the track 
was slow, what with a good variety of bushbirds and the 
usual waterbirds. This section was highlighted by a pair of 
Whistling Kites flying low overhead looking for prey.

On walking back through the bush area, again as in previous 
years, parrots were already competing for nesting hollows. 
Some galahs and Australian Ringnecks appeared to have 
paired up, sitting outside hollows.

Because of the recent heavy rainfall in this area, Blackadder 
Swamp was very full, with a good number of waterfowl, one 
not so common species being the Black-tailed Native-hen.

At the end of the walk, a total of 55 species were sighted. My 
thanks to all those who attended. perhaps an evening walk 
next year could turn up some interesting night birds.

Max Howard

WALpOLE, EASTER CAMpOUT, 
28 MARCh – 1 ApRIL

Thirty-three people enjoyed sunny weather at a well-
organised, but unregimented, four-day campout at the 
Coalmine Beach in Walpole. One hundred and two bird 
species were sighted at a variety of habitats which included 
tall timber, heath, swamp and shore. people also found many 
birds in the walks around the caravan park and the town.

At the nocturnal spotlight walk at the valley of the giants, 
several quokkas were spotted, and an Australian Owlet-
nightjar and a Southern Boobook were heard.

We had a long day’s travel in the Tingle forests and Mt 
Frankland. En route, we saw Elegant parrots and displaying 
Red-eared Firetails. At lunch we were joined by Rufous 
Treecreepers, while in the tall canopy, purple-crowned 
Lorikeets shrieked unseen.

Everyone enjoyed showman gary Muir as 
he educated us about the ecology and history of Walpole 
while crossing the inlet on his EcoWilderness cruise. The 
highlight bird sightings were White-bellied Sea-Eagles and a 
peregrine Falcon.

At peter Taylor’s suggestion, we visited Owingup Reserve off 
Boat harbour Road and found several shorebirds including a 
Spotless Crake. After visiting a karri forest, the group went 
to peaceful Bay and then to Conspicuous Cliffs where a Rock 
parrot was seen.

We visited Mt Clare on the final day, but no new species were 
seen.

We greatly appreciated the leaders, Les and Sandra hogben, 
who planned and prepared each day’s excursion, including 
booking and prepaying the two paid excursions, but were 
flexible enough to include changes suggested by group 
members.

Sue and Graeme Johnson

gARvEY pARk, BELMONT, 6 ApRIL

Autumn has always been a very pleasant time for 
birdwatching and this day was no exception, with 18 
members and two visitors, clear skies and a light breeze. You 
couldn’t ask for better.

garvey park is a wonderful area and the City of Belmont is to 
be congratulated for maintaining an area such as this, which 
is used daily by the community. Apart from the Swan River, 
there is a large area of parkland, swampland and decent 
bush to explore.

For those fortunate enough to see it the excursion 
commenced with a great Crested grebe diving amongst 
the many rowing boats on the river. Whilst crossing the 
small bridge over the marshy area, excellent views were 
obtained of tame Buff-banded Rails (see photos, pp36 and 
38??) feeding near the bridge. No doubt the photographers 
amongst the group obtained excellent photographs.

A total of 45 species were sighted for the morning. My 
thanks to all those who attended.

Max Howard
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WOOdMAN pOINT, JAEgER WATCh, 
13 ApRIL

An amazing 19 people turned up to stand for two hours out 
on Woodman Point to look at migrating jaegers. The first 
obstacle was a very wet crossing of the ‘neck’ which was 
as long and deep as I have ever seen it, onto the platform. 
Almost immediately after arriving on the platform an Arctic 
Jaeger chased a Silver gull very near us. Arctic Jaegers 
harassed the Silver gulls for almost the entire time we were 
there but often were distant, with more than 20 sightings. 
The most jaegers seen at any one time was three though we 
saw three pale and three dark phased birds. Unfortunately 
no other jaeger species were seen.

Also of note were a juvenile Australasian gannet, three 
Ruddy Turnstones, two grey plovers and Fairy Terns.

Sue Abbotts

BLACkWALL REACh, 14 ApRIL

Sunday morning saw seven members and a visitor meet 
at Blackwall Reach under an overcast sky with occasional 
distant thunder. A Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike put in an 
appearance as we waited to start. We soon had close up 
views of a pair of Nankeen Night-herons, followed by good 
views of a pair of Eastern Ospreys. despite the numerous 
Rainbow Lorikeets there were also many Australian 
Ringnecks and the bush lived up to its reputation as a 
place to find White-cheeked Honeyeaters. The high tide 
precluded us walking out onto the point Walter sand spit, but 
a telescope allowed us to view Fairy Terns, Red-capped and 
grey plovers on the vegetated island at the end of the spit. 
Overall, a pleasant easy walk giving a total of 40 species.

Andrew Hobbs

LAkE COOgEE, 20 ApRIL

A surprisingly chilly breeze greeted 20 enthusiastic birders 
for a walk at Lake Coogee at 8:00 am.

The walk yielded 53 species with the highlights being two 
perched Eastern Ospreys near the viewing platform at 
the southern end of the lake, and frequent sightings of a 
Whistling kite. Black-shouldered kite, Brown goshawk and a 
Nankeen Kestrel made up a very pleasing total of five raptor 
species. The group walked right around the lake.

The water level remains high for this time of year so there 
was little available beach for waders, crakes or rails and the 
continuing development on all sides of the lake appear to be 
reducing total bird populations at this locality.

Thanks to all who attended.

Dave Crossley and Bill McRoberts

LAkE gOOLLELAL, kINgSLEY, 
28 ApRIL

Eight members had a wonderful walk around this lake. We 
all voted it one of the best walks we have had for a very 
long time. As we started the bush was glistening with last 
night’s dew shining on the spider webs (which were huge) 
and sparkling on the leaves. The reeds by the edge of the 
lake were quite tall and at times made it hard to actually 
see the waterbirds as they rested on the mud banks and 
the dead tree branches. A group of waders were impossible 
to identify amongst the Black-winged Stilts but upon seeing 
them further around we discovered they were Red-kneed 
dotterels. grey Teal were perched on almost every dead 
branch in and above the water, Australian Reed-Warblers 
were singing and a Freckled duck was quietly swimming with 
the Pacific Black Ducks.

We came to a platform on the lake edge and there observed 
for quite a long time a Swamp harrier trying to catch an 
Eurasian Coot; it must have been at it for a while for the 
coot was very tired and at one stage was sheltering beside 
a Musk duck, and the Musk duck appeared to be helping 
the coot fend off the Swamp harrier. After quite a while 
the Eurasian Coot tried to swim away and then the harrier 
became really busy diving on it, but it was not strong 
enough to lift the coot from the water. We left watching the 
execution and continued on our way. A Spotless Crake was 
seen in the reeds and a Western Spinebill was seen feeding 
on banksia flowers. Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos and Little 
Corellas were noisily overhead most of the morning.

In all our bird count was 45 birds with the most exciting ones 
being mentioned.

Lyn Sellers

Excursion reports, ctd

Yellow-throated Miner, Kingsway 
Reserve, 21 Dec 2012. Photo by 
John McMullan
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Eagle One

On one eventful trip to Cocklebiddy on 8 March we 
came across a mature Wedge-tailed Eagle in the 
middle of the track at the top of the escarpment near 
the lookout. It seemed unwell and unable to leave 
the ground. It was limp and was holding both wings 

out a bit like a 
cormorant drying off 
after a dive.

damian Brown came 
around the corner 
from the opposite 
direction and the 
eagle was in-between 
our two vehicles. As 
pete took a photo 
the eagle stumblingly 
took off towards 
damian’s vehicle and 
flapped its way to 
the bonnet. damian 
ducked inside fully 
expecting the weight 
of the eagle to break 

the windscreen. The bird scrambled up the glass to the cab 
roof and finally on to the bars of the tray behind.

With difficulty it gripped the metal with talons the size of 
my hands. And my, what big, beautiful, dark brown eyes 
when viewed up close. The three of us chatted at damian’s 
passenger window and discussed the plight of the bird. There 
were two possibilities. Either it was injured or it had been 
swimming in a reasonably deep puddle on 
the track. This was quite possible as we 
had two days of drizzle following 32mm 
of rain since the start of March. We 
decided on the second option as the poor 
bird appeared saturated and could not fly. 
The feathers were matted to its body and 
it needed time to dry. Our vehicles had 
come along just at the wrong time; the 
eagle needed some privacy.

A wet eagle is a sad vision. Those 
normally fluffy leggings reminded me of 
female bathing pantaloons worn into the 
sea in the 1800s. The head and neck had 
lost all their majestic impressiveness and 
resembled a chicken with mange. After 
five minutes of holding wings out whilst 
balancing precariously on the metal bars, 
keeping an eagle eye on us and looking 
bedraggled, the eagle flapped to the 
ground and did the eagle rock away down 
the track. 

Just another ‘never seen that before’ 
episode to add to the Eyre Bird 
Observatory journal.

Peter & Meg McCarthy

COURSE REPORT
Dept of Environment & Conservation 2012 
Environmental Community Grant

dune Stabilisation project Report No 2 - March 10th 
to 15th, 2013
participants on the March course were george Agar, 

pam Agar, paul Reuvers, Sue Reuvers, don philips, karen 
philips, Lyne O’Brien and Bev Leaman.
Objective: To collect seaweed and spread on the dune 
known as Irene’s peak, covering the area sown with Spinifex 
hirsutus during the January working bee.

program: Seaweed was scattered patchily along the beach to 
the west for up to 2.5 km. The weather ranged from fine and 
warm to cloudy and drizzle, not enough to hold us up.

The group was formed into two teams of four. One team 
collected and stockpiled /loaded the trailer with seaweed, 
while the second team unloaded and spread the seaweed. 
The spreading process involved transferring seaweed onto 
stretchers made from old security doors with 20mm pipe 
handles attached, carried to the required area, dumped and 
spread. On one occasion the load was stockpiled along the 
beach from the incoming tide and spread later.

Day 1: Collected two loads and spread in the first session 
and the same in the second session.

Day 2: Collected two loads and spread one in the first 
session and collected one load and spread two in the second 
session.
day 3: No seaweed on the beach so the morning was 
spent gardening and rabbit-proofing the garden fence until 

morning break, then participated in the 
kanidal Beach count culminating in a 
picnic lunch at the Nine Mile. On the 
return trip we collected a utility load of 
beach-washed rubbish.

day 4: Collected two loads and spread 
in the first session and the same in the 
second session and as there was more 
weed on the beach we collected and 
spread another load after lunch.
day 5: Collected two loads and spread in 
the first session and two loads collected 
and spread in the second session 
finishing off with broadcasting the area 
with local seed collected on previous 
visits.
The method used was very primitive — 
three buckets of sand, a couple of hands-
full of seed mixed in and broadcast by 
hand over the seaweed coved area.

Summary of work done:- 15 trailer loads 
of seaweed collected and 250 – 300 sqm 
covered;144 people hours worked and 87 
km vehicle usage.

Seeds broadcast: Acacia cyclops, A. 
anceps, A. cupularis, A. cochlearis, 
Templetonia, Nitraria billardierei , Ridge 
Fruited Mallee, Soap Mallee, Spyridium 
globulosum and Club Rush.

EYRE BIRd OBSERvATORY
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Above: Collecting seaweed, 
Eyre. L-R: Sue, Karen, Don 
and Lyn. Below: Don forking 
weed onto the trailer. Photos 
by  Pam Agar 

Wedge-tailed Eagle on the 
track, Eyre. Photo by Meg 
McCarthy
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Saturday 8 June: Serpentine 
National Park 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am at the junction of the 
South West highway and Falls Road 
(the turnoff to Serpentine Falls). We 
will walk along a ridge overlooking 
Serpentine Falls and have views across 
the plain to the ocean. The bush in this 
area has both Marri and Wandoo and 
usually yields a good number of bird 
species.

For those who wish to extend the day, 
bring your lunch and we can explore 
Webb’s Lease near Jarrahdale.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Robyn Pickering

Thursday 13 June: Tom Bateman 
Reserve, Thornlie 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am beside the 
playground/sporting complex at the 
corner of Nicholson and Wilfred Roads 
(car park entry is off Wilfred Road).

We will look at a series of wetlands 
constructed to remove nutrients from 
water draining into the Canning River. 
We will also look at small bushland 
areas if they are accessible. Rubber 
boots may be a good idea, and insect 
repellent.

Bring morning tea to have while we do 
a combined bird list.

For members and the general public.

Leaders: George and Pam Agar

Saturday 15 June: Flynn Road, 
Mundaring 
Half/Full-day excursion

Meet at 9:00 am at the corner of Flynn 
Road and great Eastern highway, about 
10 km past Sawyers valley or 1 km on 
the perth side of The Lakes (the York 
turnoff). We will look at several areas 
of Wandoo woodland, where three 
species of robin are often seen, and 
sometimes Crested Shrike-tit. Wear 
wellingtons or other =boots as we shall 
cross water. Bring morning tea that you 
can carry. Bring lunch if you would like 

to continue with us at a further area 
nearby.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Charles Merriam

Sunday 16 June: Ellis Brook, 
Gosnells 
Photogroup activity

Meet at 8:30 am at the first car park 
after entry to Banyowla Regional park 
from Rushton Road, Martin. We will be 
photographing a variety of bushbirds.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Sandra Wallace

Sunday 23 June: Wearne Road, 
North Bannister 
Full-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am on the corner of 
Wearne Road and Albany highway. 
Wearne Road is on the left about 37 km 
south of the corner of Jarrahdale Road 
and Albany highway and just after the 
sign ‘North Bannister 2km’.

We will explore the Wandoo woodlands 
looking for robins, babblers and other 
bushbirds. After morning tea we may 
look in the Jarrah forest near the Metro 
Road waterhole.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Steve Burns

Monday 24 June: Bold Park Eco 
Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat 
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm

Jiri Lochman of Lochman 
Transparencies will be talking on 
how he goes about finding and 
photographing Australian birds.

Sunday 30 June: Victoria Reservoir, 
Canning Mills 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am in the car park beside 
the information board at the entrance 
to the dam. From perth, travel east 
along Welshpool Road and Welshpool 
Road East to the T-junction at Canning 

Road, turn right and travel for about 
400 m to Masonmill Road. Continue 
along this road for about 600 m, 
following the signs to the dam past the 
rose nursery, to the entrance to the 
car park. We will follow several walking 
tracks down to the dam.

For members and the general public.

Leaders: John and Ruth Luyer

Sunday 7 July: Point Peron, 
Rockingham 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the furthest car 
park at point peron (ie, the one nearest 
to the point). From Safety Bay Road 
turn into point peron Road until you 
reach a T-junction and turn left. Follow 
this road until it terminates at the 
furthest car park. We will look for a few 
seabirds offshore, so bring a ‘scope if 
you have one, and warm, waterproof 
clothing in case it is wet and windy 
(this is usually the best time to see 
pelagic seabirds from shore). If it is 
quiet, we may continue on to nearby 
Lake Richmond.

For members and guests only.

Leaders: John Graff

Saturday 13 July: Piesse Brook, 
Kalamunda 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 9:00 am at the junction of 
hummerston Road and Schipp Road 
at the southern end of kalamunda 
National park. Take Mundaring Weir 
Road from kalamunda, and turn left 
into hummerston Road. We should see 
golden and Rufous Whistlers, birds of 
prey and other bushbirds in a lovely 
valley.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Stella Stewart-Wynne

Sunday 14 July: Peregrine House, 
Floreat 
Photogroup activity

Meet at 9:00 am at BirdLife Western 
Australia Office in Floreat where Simon 

Important note re campouts
Members anticipating attending campouts must notify the BirdLife WA Office (9383 7749) of the number in their party 

and when they will arrive. 
If you are unsure, put your name down as you can always cancel.

An emergency contact number should also be provided in case of accident.

New members
please let the leaders know that you are a new member and don’t hesitate to ask for assistance with bird sightings.

Coming events
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Coming events, ctd
Nevill will talk about bird photography 
techniques and show us some of the 
equipment which he uses to take bird 
photographs for his publications.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Simon Nevill

Sunday 21 July: Bold Park, 
Cambridge 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am at the Camel Lake 
car park, which is at the southern end 
of perry Lakes drive, Floreat, for a 
walk in Bold park. This is a pleasant 
and interesting walk close to BirdLife 
Western Australia’s back door.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Sue Abbotts

Monday 22 July: Bold Park Eco 
Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat 
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm

phil digney will give a talk on the 
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo Conservation 
Centre (kaarakin).

Thursday 25 July: Denis De Young 
Reserve, Banjup 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 9:00 am on gibbs Road 
about 200 m east of Boronia Road. 
From Armadale Road turn south into 
Liddelow Road and travel about 2.5 
km before turning left into gibbs 
Road. Continue about 200 m past 
Boronia Road to where the power 
line crosses over gibbs Road. We will 
meet here in the north-east corner of 
denis de Young Reserve. We may see 
Elegant parrot, Western Wattlebird, 
dusky Woodswallow and a variety of 
bushbirds.

For members and the general public.
Leader: Robyn Pickering

Saturday 27 July: Jandakot 
Regional Park, Harrisdale (formerly 
Forrestdale) 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am at the second gate on 
Warton Road (on the left coming from 
Ranford Road). There is a very wide 
verge here which is firm enough for 
parking.

This reserve has good tracks 
throughout with varied vegetation 
including wetland areas which may 
have some water in them if we get 

enough winter rain. Many bushbirds 
have been seen including Scarlet Robin, 
Splendid Fairy-wren, Western Spinebill, 
White-browed Scrub-wren, grey 
Shrike-thrush, Horsfield’s and Shining 
Bronze-Cuckoos, Red-capped parrot 
and Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo. Wetland 
species are also a possibility, as are 
several species of raptor.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Debbie Walker

Saturday 3 August: Paruna 
Sanctuary 
Full-day excursion including BBQ

Meet at 8:30 am in the car park at the 
end of Avon Road. Travelling on the 
Toodyay Road, turn north into O’Brien 
Road, which becomes Clenton Road 
after 15.3 km, and after a further 2 km 
turn north onto Avon Road. This road 
is gravelled but quite suitable for any 
vehicle, and less than 1 km in length. 
Allow 20 minutes from the Toodyay/
O’Brien Roads turnoff.

paruna Sanctuary is owned by the 
Australian Wildlife Conservancy (AWC) 
and we will be carrying out surveys 
of three sites. AWC members will be 
joining us and they will provide a BBQ 
lunch for those attending.

For members and guests only.

Leaders: Robyn Pickering and Barry 
Heinrich

Sunday 11 August: Lake Gwelup, 
Stirling 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am in the car park at the 
corner of Stoneman Street and huntriss 
Road, north of karrinyup Road. We 
should see waterbirds and bushbirds, 
and raptors are often seen here. The 
lake dries up in summer, but it should 
be reasonable after some winter rain.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Clive Nealon

Thursday 14 August: Little Rush 
Lake, Yangebup 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am near the playground 
on the western side of this small 
wooded lake. Little Rush Lake is part 
of the Beeliar Regional park. Turn off 
North Lake Road into Osprey drive, 
right into dotterel Way, then right into 
grassbird Loop. There is a path around 
the lake, and we should see plenty 

of waterbirds and bushbirds. Over 90 
species of birds have been seen here. 
Bring morning tea.

For members and the general public.

Leaders: John and Ruth Luyer

Saturday 17 August: Bibra Lake, 
Cockburn 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am in the first car park 
at the northern end of the lake off 
progress drive. Bibra Lake is a part of 
the Beeliar Wetlands chain and a large 
number of bushbirds and waterbirds 
can be seen here. Over 130 bird 
species have been recorded in this 
reserve. Bring water, hats, suitable 
footwear, etc.

For members and guests only.

Leaders: Jan and Dave Crossley

Sunday 18 August: Lake Claremont, 
Swanbourne 
Photogroup activity

Meet at 7:30 am at the northern end of 
Stirling Road, Claremont. There should 
be plenty of waterbirds and bushbirds 
around this pleasant suburban lake.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Andrew Hobbs

Sunday 25 August: Lightning 
Swamp, Noranda 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am at the gate in the SE 
corner of the bushland, on della Road. 
Lightning Swamp, part of Noranda 
Open Space, is an area of seasonal 
wetlands and banksia woodland. 
The area supports some waterbirds, 
and cormorants have bred here. The 
bushland supports a range of species, 
including some that are uncommon in 
smaller reserves, such as the Western 
Thornbill, Tawny-crowned honeyeater 
and Red-capped Robin. Some areas will 
be restricted due to the presence of 
dieback.

For members and guests only. 

Leader: Peter White

Monday 26 August: Bold Park Eco 
Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat 
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm

Ron Johnstone, Curator of Ornithology, 
WA Museum, will give a talk on 
Seabirds.
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Saturday 31 August: Mokine Nature 
Reserve, Northam 
Full-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am on Leavers Road just 
east of Wambyn Road. Travel along 
great Eastern highway to The Lakes 
turnoff to York. Travel about 28 km 
along the great Southern highway and 
turn left into Wambyn Road. Follow this 
to the T-junction and turn right into 
Leavers Road. We will meet near the 
corner of Leavers and Wambyn roads 
and then drive as a group to Mokine 
Nature Reserve.

There should be a good variety of 
bushbirds. After lunch we may stop at 
another reserve on Wambyn Road.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Robyn Pickering

Mount Gibson Wildlife Sanctuary 
Survey, 
2-8 September

Australian Wildlife Conservancy (AWC) 
would like 8-10 volunteers to undertake 
an important bird survey at Mount 
gibson. The purpose of the surveys 
is to collect important baseline bird 
data within a proposed 6700 hectare 
feral proof fenced area. Ideally four 
teams of three people each would 
undertake the surveys over a 4-5 day 
period. volunteers need to have some 
experience of identifying dry land birds, 
be able to walk 2 km through thick 
scrub and have an ability to use a gpS. 
About six surveys (three morning and 
three afternoon) of 20 minutes each 
will be carried out each day by each 
team.

The turnoff to Mt gibson Wildlife 
Sanctuary is 74 km north-east of 
Wubin along the great Northern 
highway heading for paynes Find. The 
homestead is 27 km from the main 
road. Two-wheel-drive vehicles are 
able to get into the sanctuary, but 
four-wheel-drives will be needed when 
moving around. Fill your fuel tank at 
Wubin. It will be warm during the day 
but can get cold at night.

The birdwatching is good for dry 
land species such as Major Mitchell’s 
Cockatoo, Southern Scrub-robin, 
Chestnut and Chestnut-breasted Quail-
thrush, Mulga and Bourke’s parrot, 
honeyeaters, Redthroat and Malleefowl.

In return AWC will provide an AWC 
staff member for each team to assist 
with navigation to sites, fees will be 
waived for camping facilities and the 
FIvE dongas. They will also provide a 

welcome speech and BBQ, as well as a 
farewell BBQ. volunteers will be taken 
to ThREE other good bird locations on 
Mount gibson if they wish. You will also 
have the rare opportunity to see the 
endangered greater Stick-nest Rats 
which are being bred in a feral proof 
enclosure on the Sanctuary.

Members only.

If you are able to assist with this 
survey please call the office to register 
on 9383 7749.

Sunday 8 September: Wungong 
Gorge, Bedfordale 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am at the first car park 
for Wungong dam at the end of Admiral 
Road, off Albany highway. Over 90 
species of birds have been recorded 
here including Red-eared Firetail, 
White-breasted Robin and Red-winged 
Fairy-wren.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Steve Burns

Thursday 12 September: Alan 
Anderson Park, Walliston 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am at the car park 
near Alan Anderson park between 
Lawnbrook and pomeroy Roads, 
Walliston. It is easily accessed from 
Welshpool Road. This is a two-hour 
walk on fairly level terrain, covering 
34 ha. Sixty-four species of birds have 
been counted here.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Maris Lauva

Friday 13 to Monday 16 September 
2013: 
Rottnest Island bushbird count

This is the third of these comprehensive 
surveys of the island’s bushbird 
population and is fulfilling our 
obligations to the Rottnest Island 
Board under the Memorandum of 
Understanding we have with them. 
We are particularly trying to establish 
the population size and distribution of 
golden Whistler and Red-capped Robin, 
as both species are used as indicators 
for the health of the reforested and 
remnant sites. By doing this work 
during the breeding season we should 
have a better chance of detecting these 
birds as they should be calling.

The surveys cover 25 bushbird sites 
and will be conducted early am on the 
Saturday and Sunday.

Twenty people will be needed for this 
count. The accommodation is free at 
the Research Station but you need 
to contribute to incidental costs. The 
bunk style accommodation offers 
cooking facilities, refrigerators and 
two bathrooms. There are blankets 
and pillows there. You need to bring 
your own food or buy it on arrival. We 
usually eat in the settlement on the 
Saturday night.

Transport around the island will be 
provided and the Research Station is 
easily accessible by bus or foot. do 
not book your ferry ticket. These are 
booked in bulk and will be forwarded 
to you by email just prior to departure. 
There is usually some subsidy for 
car parking. The ferry ticket support 
only applies to the Rottnest Ferries 
company, not the ferry service from 
hillarys.

This is always a fun weekend. If you 
are interested in attending please 
register your name and contact details 
at the office on 9383 7749.

For members only.

Leader: Sue Mather

Saturday 14 September: Liege 
Street Wetlands, Cannington 
Photogroup activity

Meet at 8:30 am at the car park at the 
end of Liege Street, on the right hand 
side by the river’s edge. We will be 
able to photograph a variety of bush 
and waterbirds in convenient locations. 
Birds of interest which may be seen 
include Sacred Kingfisher, Rufous 
Whistler, White-winged Triller, Shining 
Bronze-Cuckoo and Spotless Crake.

We will view some of our images and 
discuss points of interest over morning 
tea.

Toilets and barbecue facilities are 
available in nearby Mason’s Landing 
reserve.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Sandra Wallace

Sunday 15 September: Bickley 
Brook, Orange Grove 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am in the hardinge 
park public car park, hardinge Road. 
There are a limited number of bays. 

Coming events, ctd
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Little Egret, Bibra Lake, 3 March. Banded Stilt and Pacific Black Duck.

Banded Stilt feeding.

All the above photos were taken at Bibra Lake on 3 March by Barry Heinrich.

Red-necked Avocets.
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Coming events, ctd
Red-browed Finch, Red-eared Firetail, 
Southern Emu-wren and a reasonable 
range of other bushbirds have been 
recorded on previous excursions to the 
area.

At the conclusion of the walk, 
participants may wish to take 
advantage of the free gas barbecues 
that are provided (from 8:00 am to 
sunset).

For members and the general public.

Leaders: John and Ruth Luyer

Saturday 21 September: Bootine 
Road Nature Reserve, Gingin 
Full-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am at the Bootine Road 
Nature Reserve. The Bootine Road 
turnoff from the Brand highway is 
well sign-posted, about 100 km north 
of perth, and is virtually opposite the 
Boonanarring Road turnoff. Travel 8.4 
km along Bootine Road, to reach the 
nature reserve and park in the cleared 
limestone area (near the first gate) on 
the right-hand side of the road before 
crossing the creek.

This reserve has supported up to four 
species of fairy-wrens. The outing 
should provide a reasonably good 
selection of bushbirds, as well as some 
experience in separating fairy-wrens of 
the chestnut-shouldered group.

Because of the popularity of this 
reserve for viewing fairy-wrens and the 
possibility of interfering with breeding, 
please do not use play back to lure 
the birds nearer. It is preferable to use 
recordings to learn the calls of expected 
birds and to check your memory after 
hearing them.

Bring lunch, lots of water and long 
pants or gaiters to protect against 
snakes and grass seeds.

For members and guests only.

Leaders: John and Judy Blyth

Monday 23 September: Bold Park 
Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, 
Floreat 
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm

Liz Fox will be talking on ‘Birds in the 
great Western Woodlands’.

Friday 27 September to Monday 
30 September: Queen’s Birthday 
campout at Remlap Station, Shire 
of Mount Marshall

Remlap Station is a small sheep station 
that has been destocked since 2001. 
It lies on the boundary between the 
wheatbelt and the drier interior, north-
west of Beacon between Lake Moore 
and karroun hill Nature Reserve, and 
straddles the vermin proof Fence. The 
area is contained within the western 
end of the great Western Woodlands 
and has large stands of tall Salmon 
gums, other eucalypts, Callitris groves 
and Acacia shrubland.

Major Mitchell Cockatoos, Cockatiels, 
Bustards and Malleefowl are seen 
regularly in the area. A survey of 9.5 
square km in 2011 found 95 Malleefowl 
mounds with seven showing recent 
activity. karroun hill Reserve (adjacent) 
has been classified as an Important 
Bird Area for Malleefowl, Regent 
parrots, Rufous Treecreepers and 
Western Yellow Robins and these can 
also be found on Remlap. A total of 141 
species have been listed for the local 
area.

The campsite is an open area of 
Salmon gums a few km off Mouroubra 
road. The station has no facilities and 
everyone will need to be completely 
self sufficient. No campfires are 
permitted. Travel around the station will 
be by typical, rough station tracks with 
some surrounding and overhanging 
vegetation, and 4Wd will be essential. 
however the camping area should be 
accessible by 2Wd with good ground 
clearance and by 4Wd with camper-
trailers and small caravans.

From perth travel via the Northam 
bypass, to goomalling, Wyalkatchem 
and then north through koorda (last 
fill up with fuel) to the Bonnie Rock-
Burakin Road. Turn right and continue 
east to Mouroubra Road. Alternatively 
the Mouroubra Road turnoff is 22 km 
west of Beacon (fuel is only available 
Mon to Fri and Sat am). From the 
turnoff, travel 33.5 km north on 
bitumen and then dirt road. Enter 
through the gate (close it afterwards) 
and travel on the sandy track due west 
for 1.6 km. Turn right and travel for 

1 km to the campsite. The route will be 
signposted from the gate on Mouroubra 
Road.

This is a remote area with no facilities. 
The nearest town is Beacon, 60 km 
by road. The nearest 24 hr fuel is at 
koorda and Bencubbin. Make sure 
you carry sufficient fuel and water. 
participants are urged to bring gpS 
units and UhF radios if they have them 
and a whistle for each person is highly 
recommended.

Numbers will be limited to 25, so those 
wishing to attend please call the office 
(9383 7749) to put your name and 
email/address on the list as usual. 
Further details will be emailed closer to 
the time.

For those interested there will be a 
tag along survey group continuing on 
to nearby karroun hill Conservation 
Reserve from 1 to 6 October. details 
are given in the Notices section.

For members and guests only.

Leaders: Andrew and Jill Hobbs

Sunday 29 September: North Lake, 
North Lake 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am at the car park 
near the north end of progress drive. 
Coming from perth on the kwinana 
Freeway, take the Farrington Road exit 
going right towards Fremantle. Coming 
from the south, take the South Street 
exit going left towards Fremantle, turn 
left into Murdoch drive and right into 
Farrington Road. progress drive is the 
first left after the lights at Bibra Drive.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Wynton Maddeford

Friday 18 to Monday 21 October: 
Western Flora via Eneabba 
Campout

Western Flora is situated 22 km north 
of Eneabba and some 300 km from 
perth on Brand highway. This unique 
privately owned property is renowned 
for its stunning wildflowers and 
enlightened and informed proprietors. 
There will still be wildflowers in bloom, 
birds aplenty and, last time, some were 
lucky enough to spot a Malleefowl and 
small native marsupials amongst the 
banksias in flower. In addition there 
will be the opportunity to attend one of 
Allan’s famous wildflower walks (please 
put your name down with Western 
Flora when making your booking) and 

A Hobby 
takes an early 
breakfast by 
the river at 
Guildford.  
Cartoon 
by Penny 
Towells
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Coming events, ctd
to sample the homemade tucker at Lorraine’s kitchen 
(highly recommended).

The accommodation options include three chalets, eight 
twin bedrooms, three double rooms and two onsite 
caravans, plus plenty of caravan and camping sites. There 
is an undercover barbecue area, a well equipped camp 
kitchen and a central ablutions block. It will be wildflower 
season, so you will need to book with Western Flora 
directly as soon as possible — mentioning that you are 
part of the BirdLife WA contingent — because numbers 
will be limited.

Western Flora’s telephone number is 9955 2030, email 
wfloracp@activ8.net.au, website: http://members.
westnet.com.au/westernflora.tinker/
The campout will begin with a briefing on Friday 18 
October at 5 pm. The program will include visits to 
heathlands, woodlands and wetlands in the vicinity. A 
barbecue is planned for the Sunday evening after an early 
bird call — it can be self-catered or provided by Western 
Flora by arrangement when booking. The campout will 
finish after morning tea on Monday 21 October.

please also register your intention to attend at the 
BirdLife WA office on 9383 7749.

Members and guests only.

Leader: Darryl James (9414 8939/0407 197 201/
dfjames16@bigpond.com)

Saturday 7 to Sunday 8 December: Twitchathon

Start organising your team of 2 to 5 people for the 24 
hour, 12 hour or arm chair Twitchathon!!! More details in 
the September edition of WA Bird Notes.

Spotless Crake, Lake Richmond, 
Rockingham, 22 Mar 2013. I couldn’t make 
the Birdlife walk a week later, so took 
myself there to see what I might miss. This 
was my first confident sighting and photo 
of a Spotless Crake. So glad I went. Photo 
by Pauline Arnold
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 ACROSS
5 ibis; 7 brineshrimps; 9 owlet; 10 verge; 11 end; 12 
pen; 14 erratic; 16 least; 18 leg; 19 gape; 20 metre; 21 
ledge; 24 windy; 29 oriental; 30 flyway; 31 narrow

DOWN
1 Willie Wagtail; 2 tenth; 3 shoveler; 4 timid; 6 
Siberia; 7 buoy; 8 dry; 13 wing; 15 aggression; 17 
tread; 22 Easter; 23 hollow; 25 storm; 26 lift; 27 
own; 28 eye

Crossword No. 15, 
answers

Calendar of events

Advertising rates in 
Western Australian Bird Notes

(as at 1 May 2013 — subject to change without notice)

Full colour (A4 page size): $200.00 one-off, or
$150.00 per page 
if placed in four 
consecutive issues

Black-and-white: ¼ page: $35.00
½ page: $55.00
A4 page $100.00

Sat 8 Jun: Serpentine National park, half-day excursion

Thu 13 Jun: Tom Bateman Reserve, Thornlie, half-day 
excursion

Sat 15 Jun: Flynn Road, Mundaring, half/Full-day excursion

Sun 16 Jun: Ellis Brook, gosnells, photogroup activity

Sun 23 Jun: Wearne Road, North Bannister, Full-day excursion

Mon 24 Jun: Bold park Eco Centre, perry Lakes drive, Floreat, 
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm

Sun 30 Jun: victoria Reservoir, Canning Mills, half-day 
excursion

Sun 7 Jul: point peron, Rockingham, half-day excursion

Sat 13 Jul: piesse Brook, kalamunda, half-day excursion

Sun 14 Jul: peregrine house, Floreat, photogroup activity

Sun 21 Jul: Bold park, Cambridge, half-day excursion

Mon 22 Jul: Bold park Eco Centre, perry Lakes drive, Floreat, 
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm

Thu 25 Jul: denis de Young Reserve, Banjup, half-day 
excursion

Sat 27 Jul: Jandakot Regional park, harrisdale, half-day 
excursion

Sat 3 Aug: paruna Sanctuary, Full-day excursion including BBQ

Sun 11 Aug: Lake gwelup, Stirling, half-day excursion

Thu 14 Aug: Little Rush Lake, Yangebup, half-day excursion

Sat 17 Aug: Bibra Lake, Cockburn, half-day excursion

Sun 18 Aug: Lake Claremont, Swanbourne, photogroup activity

Sun 25 Aug: Lightning Swamp, Noranda, half-day excursion

Mon 26 Aug: Bold park Eco Centre, perry Lakes drive, Floreat, 
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm

Sat 31 Aug: Mokine Nature Reserve, Northam, Full-day 
excursion

2-8 Sep: Mount gibson Wildlife Sanctuary Survey

Sun 8 Sep: Wungong gorge, Bedfordale, half-day excursion

Thu 12 Sep: Alan Anderson park, Walliston, half-day excursion

Fri 13 to Mon 16 Sep: Rottnest Island bushbird count

Sat 14 Sep: Liege Street Wetlands, Cannington, photogroup 
activity

Sun 15 Sep: Bickley Brook, Orange grove, half-day excursion

Sat 21 Sep: Bootine Road Nature Reserve, gingin, Full-day 
excursion

Mon 23 Sep: Bold park Eco Centre, perry Lakes drive, Floreat, 
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm

Fri 27 Sep to Mon 30 Sep: Queen’s Birthday campout at 
Remlap Station, Shire of Mount Marshall

Sun 29 Sep: North Lake, half-day excursion

Fri 18 to Mon 21 Oct: Western Flora via Eneabba, Campout

Sat 7 to Sun 8 Dec: Twitchathon

The following WA people joined BirdLife Australia during 
the period 1 February to 30 April 2013. We look forward 
to meeting you at our excursions and general meetings:

Ms Baldwin, Mrs Bassanelli, F Bewick, d Billingsley, 
M Binns, Mrs Bonomelli, g Bowland, R Broomhall, 
A Brown, Ms dawson, p Johnson, p g Johnston and 
Ms Lodjeng, L Lowson, Mr Mahony, Mrs Mckechnie, Mr 
Mcleod, Mr Micke, S Murray, Y Oehlers, M Oorebeek, 
Ms parker, R porteus, h Ritter, Miss Rothnie, Mr Saxon, 
Miss Schoof, J Sharpe, A Smith, Mrs South, Ms Thomas, 
B Todd, dr Trotter, Mr van der pal, S West, J Williams

New members

Banded Stilt, Bibra Lake, 3 March. 
Photo by Barry Heinrich
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BirdLife WA projects program staff in 2013

Cheryl Gole, the WA 
Program Manager, 
here pictured 
during a bird survey 
of the Lake Argyle 
Important Bird 
Area, October 2012. 
Photo by Martin 
Gole

Carnaby’s 
project 
manager, 
Matt Fossey 
outside his 
home. Photo 
by Chrissie 
Yeates

Carnaby’s project 
manager, Raana Scott 
(currently on maternity 
leave) banding a 
Carnaby’s chick. Photo 
by Rick Dawson

Robyn Pickering, until 
recently the Australasian 
Bittern project coordinator, 
currently helping with Great 
Cocky Count data entry. 
Pictured at the 2012 bittern 
recovery planning workshop 
in Albany. Photo by Cheryl 
Gole

Deb Sullivan, 
our multi-tasking 
Esperance-based 
Carnaby’s and 
Starlings projects 
staffer in the field. 
Photo by Sandra 
Gilfillan

Albany-based 
Carnaby’s project 
officer Sandra 
Gilfillan at the 2013 
Carnaby’s experts’ 
workshop at the 
Floreat Ecology 
Centre. Photo by 
Cheryl Gole

Liz Fox, our 
Perth-based Great 
Western Woodlands 
project coordinator, 
getting ready to 
spot those great 
woodlands birds. 
Photo by Jon 
Walker

Tamara Kabat, 
the coordinator of 
the Perth Region 
Carnaby’s project 
and the Great Cocky 
Count, working 
at Perth Peregrine 
House office. Photo 
by Cheryl Gole
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Shorebird 2020 Workshop 
participants Brad Kneebone 
(Wilson Inlet), Golo Maurer 
(BirdLife Australia S2020 
Program Manager) and Les 
George (Carnarvon) catching 
up during the lunch break (see 
p20). Photo by Sue Mather

The 
walkers, 
Shorebird 
2020 count, 
Rottnest 
Island (see 
p37). Photo 
by Jennifer 
Sumpton

Dusky Woodswallow, Orange Grove, 
7 April. Photo by Barry Heinrich

Banded Stilt, Lake 
Monger, 7 March. 
Photo by Maris 
Lauva

Juvenile Nankeen Night Heron, 
Lake Goollelal (see p41). Photo by 
ShelleyAltman

Whistling Kite, Wellard (see page 39). At 
least three kites (including a youngster) 
made appearances at various times 
throughout the walk. Photo by Pauline 
Arnold


