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Black-tailed Godwit, December 2012 (see
report, page 25). Photo by Laurie Boyle
Cockatoo flock, Roy Hill (see report, page 4). Photo by Roger
McCallum

Australian Hobby,
Herdsman, 1 February
2013. Photo by Sandra
Wallace

White-browed Scrubwren, Creery
Wetlands, Mandurah, 26 December 2012.
Photo by Barry Heinrich

Red-necked Avocets in flight, Woodman Point.
Photo by Sandra Wallace

Juvenile Mistletoebird,
Waterford (see report,
page 40). Photo by Ian
Wallace

Australian Pipit, Greenlands Road,
Blythewood, 23 December 2012. Photo by
Barry Heinrich
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Fortescue Marsh and Surrounds
– 2012 Rangeland surveys
The BirdLife Western Australia (BWA) Rangeland Surveys of
2012 were focused on the vicinity of the Fortescue Marsh
of the Pilbara. Fortescue Marsh is situated in the Fortescue
Valley between the Chichester and Hamersley Ranges,
approximately 110 km NNW of Newman. The marsh is
nearly 100 km long and is 21 km across at its widest point,
covering a total area of 978 km2.
The marshes provide a significant seasonal habitat for
waterbirds and as this is one of the largest and most
important wetlands in the Pilbara region, the Fortescue
Marsh is listed on the Directory of Important Wetlands of
Australia (Environment Australia 2001) and is one of the
larger Important Bird Areas (IBAs) in Western Australia
(Dutson et al. 2009). The Fortescue Marsh is also the most
contemporary location for
a confirmed sighting of the
Night Parrot, Australia’s most
enigmatic bird. In 2015, parts
of the marsh and a portion of
the surrounding uplands will be
excised from four surrounding
pasture leases and created
as a reserve managed by the
Department of Environment
and Conservation (DEC). The
management will then change
from cattle grazing to nature
conservation.

Shortly after 8:00 am, two teams spread out to sites
designated for the birding surveys. The GPS locations of
the sites and the order of sampling had been worked out
the night before by Ruth Luyer and Pam Agar. Driving
was shared around to conserve fuel. Two terrestrial sites
were usually sampled before a break for morning tea. The
terrestrial surveys utilised 500 m radius sites divided into
90° quadrants and surveyed for species presence. The site
would be revisited in the afternoon by the other group, thus
making eight quadrants for a determination of the frequency
of occurrence for each observed bird species. Frequency and
density of birds is preferable to mere presence for ecological
and management-related research. Sites on Roy Hill and
Mulga Downs Stations were selected to cover a range of
geographic and vegetation
types. After morning tea a
waterbird site was usually
visited to make a count of the
birds on the open water pool.
After a break in the shade for
lunch, the teams would swap
sites. In total, 45 terrestrial
sites and eight samples of
the clear water pools were
completed during the survey
period and a total of 121 bird
species recorded.

In the evening, our campfire
meeting covered aspects of the
BWA is involved in the
sampling program, updating
cooperative effort with DEC,
the bird list and various short
Fortescue Mining Group,
talks and discussion topics.
the Hancock Group and the
Hamish Robertson of DEC
University of Western Australia
provided details of the plans
to document the biodiversity
Setting out for a Rangeland survey. Photo by
for acquisition of the marshes
in the period before the
into the conservation estate
Pam
Agar
commencement of DEC
in 2015 and an up-coming
management of this region.
cat-baiting program for the
During the 2012 Rangeland
eastern part of the marshes
Surveys we spent the last two weeks of July on the Roy
and surrounds. John Luyer provided a series of short talks
Hill and Mulga Downs Station properties surveying the bird
on aspects of the history of the stations surrounding the
populations of open water pools and terrestrial survey points
marshes and some of the interesting events occurring in the
representing the range of vegetation types of the area. BWA
early days of pastoral occupation. Some of the pioneers of
rangeland surveys are a mixture of intensive scientific effort,
the region are relatives of Darryl James, which made the
social contact with people with common interests in birds
talks more personal. Dianne Reidy showed us her fabulous
and a respite from civilisation.
night-sky iPad App that named the stars and diagrammed
the constellations.
Typically, our working day began just after dawn. The
morning view from ‘Mountain View Estates’, the name
adopted for our camp on Mulga Down Station, overlooking
Fortescue Marsh and the Hamersley Ranges, was
magnificent, although slightly marred by the presence of
the drab, but necessary, toilet tents in the foreground.
Early each morning, Stewart Houghton was re-lighting the
campfire as the overnight temperatures were in the low
single digits. One of our lady participants was (undoubtedly)
enjoying her private flushing toilet and the rest of us were
wishing our two public facilities had heated toilet seats. By
this time Wayne Zadow and George and Pam Agar were up
and about, and facing outward from the huge fire with cereal
bowls in their hands with the rest of us variously engaged
in washing out the cobwebs from the night before. It was
the beginning of another day supporting DEC’s quest to
document the avifauna of the region. Fifteen BWA volunteers
gave up two weeks of retirement to work on the scientific
survey.
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Submission of data from individual survey sites for the WA
Branch records and the BirdLife Australia Atlas was facilitated
by the efforts of Henny Knight. Data from the surveys were
organised into a report for DEC and a scientific manuscript
will be written for Amytornis. The following provides
some insight into the types of scientific information being
accumulated for DEC’s biodiversity records of the region.
Although the southern Pilbara had been quite dry prior to our
surveys, our waterbird counts confirmed the importance of
the marshes as a refuge for significant numbers of various
waterbirds including the Plumed Whistling Duck, Grey Teal,
Australian Pelican, Eurasian Coot, Hardhead and Black Swan
(Table 1). In all, 30 species of waterbirds were documented
on reaches of the Fortescue River.
The surveys of sites away from the open-water locations
were designed to determine the relationships between
bird species associations and geographic and vegetational
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Fortescue Marsh and Surrounds
– 2012 Rangeland surveys, ctd
Table 1. Waterbird counts for the mid-July 2012 open water locations of the Fortescue Marshes. The data are mean
values of several counts from different times of day and different days.
Species

Coondiner

Plumed Whistling Duck

Native Well
867

Freckled Duck
Black Swan
Australian Shelduck

49
29

1

18
5

35

Pacific Black Duck

11

30

36

800

3

Hardhead

15

Australasian Grebe

6

Australasian Darter
Little Pied Cormorant

41

2

1

5

1

1
25

18

40

Australian Pelican

5

2

500

White-necked Heron
Eastern Great Egret

2

1
1

1

White-faced Heron

1

3

Little Egret
Straw-necked Ibis

1
3

1
1

4

8

5

Royal Spoonbill
1

1
5

5

3

Black-tailed Native-hen

5

Eurasian Coot

1500

Black-winged Stilt
Red-capped Plover
Black-fronted Dotterel

300

1

Hoary-headed Grebe

Yellow-billed Spoonbill

120
12

12

Pink-eared Duck

Little Black Cormorant

Mulga Downs

1000
7

Australian Wood Duck
Grey Teal

9 Mile

5
3
64

5

Red-kneed Dotterel

100
19

50

1

Caspian Tern

20

Whiskered Tern

11

14

20

Table 2. Bushbird richness (number of species per sample) counts for the mid-July 2012 terrestrial habitats adjacent to the
Fortescue Marshes.
Vegetation Type
Spinifex Grassland
Samphire
Mulga Woodland
Mulga with Spinifex
Riparian Eucalypt Woodland

Roy Hill Station
----21.4 + 4.2
21.9 + 3.4
29.3 + 4.7
32.0 + 1.0

characteristics. The vegetation types included samphire flats,
spinifex hummock grasslands, mixed mulga woodlands with
spinifex, mulga woodlands without spinifex understorey and
watercourse-margin eucalypt woodlands. One of the aspects
of the terrestrial survey points was to record species richness
(the number of species) in the range of vegetation types.
The samphire flats and spinifex grasslands proved to be the
poorest and the riparian sites the richest habitats for birds in
the regions surrounding the marshes (Table 2).
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Mulga Downs Station
20.0 + 0.0
20.3 + 2.9
26.3 + 3.7
23.7 + 4.2
29.0 + 3.7

Geographic differences in the species composition of the
Roy Hill Station sites to the east of the marshes and the
Mulga Downs Station sites to the north-west of the marshes
were apparent, but the bushbird richness values for each
vegetation type were much the same for both regions.
Habitat complexity and the variety of food and breeding site
resources appear to influence terrestrial bird richness.
The terrestrial habitats near the marshes are presently
affected by many years of cattle grazing. However, 77
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Fortescue Marsh and Surrounds
– 2012 Rangeland surveys, ctd
Table 3. Selected bird species and the percentages of terrestrial survey sites at which each species was recorded during the
July 2012 survey period.
Common Species

% occurrence

Less common species

% occurrence

Willie Wagtail

98

Hooded Robin

29

Diamond Dove

96

Bourke’s Parrot

16

Budgerigar

93

Mistletoebird

16

Zebra Finch

93

Spotted Nightjar

13

Rufous Whistler

78

Little Corella

11

Black-faced Woodswallow

76

Grey Shrike-thrush

9

Red-capped Robin

64

Pallid Cuckoo

4

Yellow-throated Miner

64

Grey Fantail

4

Chestnut-rumped Thornbill

51

Inland Thornbill

4

Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater

51

Black-shouldered Kite

2

Crimson Chat

44

Orange Chat

4

Variegated Fairy-wren

40

White-bellied Sea Eagle

2

species of bushbirds were recorded in our terrestrial
samples. The most frequently observed species included
common arid zone residents and a number of erratic species
remaining in the area due to the presence of the abundant
water (Table 3).
In contrast, some species such as thornbills and robins,
recorded commonly in other arid-zone studies, were found
in fewer locations and less frequently than expected. It was
thought that cattle grazing effects on the understory shrub
layer might be involved in restricting food resources for
these leaf-gleaning insectivores. As expected, among the
infrequently observed species were a number of the wideranging raptors. The most surprising, undoubtedly, was the
White-bellied Sea Eagle. Other interesting sightings included
Slaty-backed Thornbill, Stubble Quail, Australian OwletNightjar, Collared Sparrowhawk, Grey Fantail, Horsfield’s
Bronze-Cuckoo and Little Eagle.
The BWA Rangeland Survey for 2013 is now scheduled for
the latter half of July. The location will depend on DEC’s
needs and post-cyclone season conditions in the chosen
sites. Presently two stations in the vicinity of Cue and two
in the northern Goldfields are under consideration. Put the
dates on your calendar and plan to attend. It is a great way
to improve your birding skills, to enjoy the social contact
with others with common interests and contribute to the
scientific basis for management decisions of DEC. Although
we didn’t see the Night Parrots on our 2012 rangeland
surveys, there is always the chance next year! More
information can be found in the Notices.

Hoary-headed Grebe, Big Swamp,
Bunbury, 2 December 2012. Photo by
Sandra Wallace

References
Dutson, G., Garnett, S., and Gole, C. (2009). Australia’s
Important Bird Areas. Key Sites for Bird Conservation.
Birds Australia (RAOU) Conservation Statement No. 15,
40 pp.
Environment Australia (2001). ‘A Directory of Important
Wetlands in Australia, Third Edition.’ (Environment
Australia: Canberra.)
David T Bell
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Letters to the Editors
Dear Editors

Dear Editors

BirdLife Western Australia Executive Committee

Corellas

This last year I rejoined the BWA Executive Committee (EC)
after almost ten years since my previous involvement. I
have been thoroughly impressed with the talents, efforts and
conduct of my fellow committee members and would like
to draw members’ attentions to these people. With a vast
range and depth of professional, life and, of course, birding
expertise, it is my personal opinion that the 2012 EC has set
a new level in the leadership of BWA. I have felt privileged to
be part of this group.
Most impressively has been the manner in which all
members have worked and co-operated with one another.
We have pushed around some very complicated discussions
this last year, some with many opposing views. The most
marked feature of these times, for me, was the respectful
manner of the EC members to one another. In a group of
ten or more people, including some with strong views, this
courteous attitude was central in negotiating compromises
and decisions.
So I would like to thank the outgoing EC for their dedication
and, in some cases, overwhelming time investment into
steering the BWA ship through some rough seas. I feel very
positive about the future of the Western Australian branch
and see smoother sailing (and a sturdier vessel) ahead of us.
I look forward to joining some of the old faces, and some
new ones, around the EC table for the next year (providing
the membership will allow me to do so).
Wes Bancroft

Dear Editors
Bird identification
My copy of WABN just arrived and I've been reading through
it probably more thoroughly than usual being stuck at home
mostly. I did notice a couple of things.
Firstly, in Martin Cake’s excellent review of the new Pizzey &
Knight, he states “The potential problem with ‘de-classifying’
some [of] the more regular vagrants is well illustrated by
the Little Stint: whilst I completely agree it is “probably
under recorded....in non-breeding plumage”, it remains
on the BARC review list as a difficult to identify rarity...”.
Little Stint is actually not on the BARC review list any more,
having been removed a year or two ago. No doubt Martin
will be pleased I waited until his review was published before
noticing that, having seen one of the earlier drafts when I
obviously missed it! (I've already mentioned this to Martin as
well).
Secondly, in the Woodman Point excursion report there
is mention of a ‘mystery sandpiper’ that was eventually
identified as a Curlew Sandpiper. However the photo on the
back cover from Woodman Point labelled Curlew Sandpiper
(which I assume is of the bird in question) is a Great Knot.
Sorry to be picking up small errors in an otherwise excellent
magazine.
John Graff
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The feature article in WABN 144 contains some incorrect or
inaccurate information.
First, the map showing the former geographical range of
Cacatua pastinator is incorrect. This species occurred more
widely in the south-west, as was pointed out by Abbott
(1999). This range was mapped by Abbott (2008).
Second, this extensive range casts doubt on the validity
of the two subspecies (butleri, so called Butler’s corella;
pastinator, so called Muir’s corella). This was pointed out by
Abbott (1999, 2008). It would seem more correct to describe
geographical variation as clinal. An analysis comparing the
DNA across the range should clarify and resolve this.
Third, why have Western Australian ornithologists allowed
a NSW Aboriginal name of a related species (corella) to
supplant the Noongar name (manatj) of C. pastinator? This
topic is discussed at length by Abbott (2009).
Fourth, according to my Latin dictionary, pastinator refers
to ‘one who digs and trenches the ground of a vineyard’
and not to ‘an agricultural digging implement’. Nonetheless,
Gould’s epithet is appropriate. C. pastinator could be
designated as an ecosystem engineer, based on its extensive
probing of the topsoil with its long bill. This activity would
improve the tilth of the topsoil, thereby promoting aeration,
water infiltration, and seed germination. Several of these
benefits are well documented for marsupials such as the
Quenda and Woylie. It would be useful if similar studies were
performed on C. pastinator.
I congratulate the recovery team for fostering the improved
status of the southern relict population of C. pastinator. The
current culling of the introduced corellas in metropolitan
Perth seems to be effective, as flocks at and near Lake
Monger appear to be considerably smaller at present than
in previous years. Is it time for the WA branch of BirdLife
Australia to revive the annual counts?
If all of the introduced corellas can be eradicated from the
Perth district, it would then be appropriate to consider the
re-establishment of C. pastinator in the metro area. Because
there is now no poisoning or shooting in this region, such a
re-introduction should succeed.
References
Abbott, I. (1999). The avifauna of the forests of southwest
Australia: Changes in species composition, distribution
and abundance following anthropogenic disturbance.
CALMScience Supplement No. 5: 1-175.
Abbott, I. (2008). Historical perspectives of the ecology
of some conspicuous vertebrate species in south-west
Western Australia. Conservation Science Western
Australia 6(3): 1-214.
Abbott, I. (2009). Aboriginal names of bird species in
south-west Western Australia, with suggestions for their
adoption into common usage. Conservation Science
Western Australia 7(2): 213-278.
Ian Abbott
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Letters to the Editors
Dear Editors

Dear Editors

Naming of Birds

Twenty-eight parrots

It is nice to see letters appearing about my “Naming of
Birds” series and thanks to Evelyn and Jonny for their
comments.

More about Twenty-eight Parrots: I found Jonny
Schoenjahn’s article (WABN 144) on the naming of the
Twenty-eight Parrot very interesting. I too have had great
difficulty in deciphering the words ‘twenty eight’ from the call
of these birds.

In reply to Jonny I am fully aware of the inadequacies of
some of my offerings but editorial restraints have to be taken
into account. I was not being uncharitable to John Gould
and perhaps I should take the opportunity here to point out
that all of the earlier taxonomists before and after Linnaeus
relied upon in most instances on either taxidermist’s birds or
poor specimens brought to Europe or elsewhere. They then
attempted the classification as close as possible and after
Linnaeus to Linnaean principles. The birds given were often
in a very poor state and many, many mistakes were made in
their Latinised names as you so describe in your letter about
John Gould, an excellent ornithologist and taxonomist and
whose name is known to most birders around the word and
rightly so.
However, Latin names can be changed to more aptly
describe the specimen and this is what I am really getting at
. Common names are frequently changed and even now this
can cause much confusion amongst birders, ie, the Magpielark is frequently given its old name, the Mudlark, by many
Australians, birders included. So why cannot Latin names
of birds be updated to a more descriptive term. I know it
frequently happens in the names of bacteria so why not
birds?
My slight cynicism may continue in future articles.
Dr Alan Galbraith

However, I have another explanation, purely anecdotal and
nowhere near as researched as Jonny’s contribution but
maybe just as interesting. Some years ago I was enrolled in
a tour-guiding course and one of the instructors spoke about
this subject. The story goes that these parrots were first
named by early French explorers. Twenty-eight in French
is vingt huit, pronounced, (excuse my French) van hwee.
I actually once gave a talk to a tour group about ‘French
speaking parrots’!
Whether this explanation is true or not is problematical but
I reckon these birds sound as if they’re calling out twentyeight in French rather than English.
Peter White

Yellow-throated Miner,
Kingsley, 31 December 2012.
Photo by Sandra Wallace

Obituary
Leslie Harris
Les Harris, who passed away recently, joined the RAOU
around 1990 and by 1992 was leading excursions and
walks. In total Les led 88 walks and excursions mostly in
or near the metropolitan area. He had those which became
his specialty and where he knew all the birds by their first
names. He was one of the most popular and reliable leaders
for the next 14 years when poor health forced him to retire
in 2006. Les had a great sense of humour and once turned
up at a hills walk with a very dead bird. All were asked to
state its name, but none were correct. Les advised that it
was a Cape Petrel — a beach washed specimen. When on a
campout Les always set up his tent as far as possible from
the centre and meeting place. He did not attend the usual
evening meetings so the unfortunate leader had to scout out
often in the dark to the farthest edge of the site to advise
him of meeting times, etc.
I remember when chairing the Excursion Committee that
we would often select Les to lead one of his favourite walks.
We then had to advise him of the selected dates, etc, but
as he either did not have a phone or did not answer it, one
of us made the trip to his home in Melville to tell him. His
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standard response was “Don’t bother coming here. I’ll read
about it in Bird Notes.”
Les was a keen conservationist
and as well as assisting with
various studies of endangered
species he encouraged a love
of birds in those who attended
his walks and at least two of his
nieces and grand nieces whom I
was pleased to meet recently.
Les is sadly missed by all of
those who knew him.
Clive Napier

Photo of Les Harris from
his family
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 145 March 2013

Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 145 March 2013

Page 9

Observations
This list has been compiled by the WA
Records Officer with input from the
WA Records Committee. Metropolitan
suburbs or shires are in parentheses.
Please report interesting observations
the WA Records Officer, John Graff
(wasightings@birdlife.org.au) or to
the BirdLife WA office (9383 7749).
Sightings are included on the BirdLife
WA sightings page (http://birdswa.org.
au/sightings.htm) as soon as possible,
and the most interesting are selected
for inclusion in the next WABN.

Bibra Lake is also an unusual record for
the south-west, and two Mute Swans
that settled in around the Rockingham
area have also roused interest — their
origin is still uncertain.

Highlights

Mute Swan – 2 (origin unknown),
21/11/12-06/01/13, Rockingham
area (Rockingham) – MV, BB et al.

A busy quarter, highlighted by some
exceptional sightings in the north and
on the external territories, led by a
presumed Lesser Black-backed Gull
at the Broome tip, the subspecific
identity of which at least was still under
debate as we go to press. The two
leading candidates appear to be ‘Baltic
Gull’ Larus fuscus fuscus and ‘Heuglin’s
Gull’ L. f. heuglini, though the specific
identity of the individual, and indeed
the classification of the taxa involved, is
still far from clear. The first Australian
record (if accepted) of Kamchatka
Leaf Warbler was the highlight of two
trips to Ashmore Reef, that also turned
up other rarities including Pechora
Pipit, Watercock, and Middendorff’s
Warbler.
There were continued sightings
of arid zone species outside of
their usual ranges, most notably
Budgerigar flocks on the outskirts of
Perth, and several Scarlet-chested
Parrot records in the Great Western
Woodlands, particularly in the Southern
Cross area. Inland-breeding waterbirds
continued to be recorded in higher
than usual numbers in the southwest, including several sightings of
Australian Painted Snipe, usually
a very rare visitor to the south-west.
Both songlark species — Rufous in
particular — have been reported in
much higher than usual numbers at
some sites. An Intermediate Egret at

METROPOLITAN (UBD
Street Directory)
Freckled Duck – 1, 31/10-16/11/12,
Lake Gwelup (Gwelup) – DJ, PM et
al. * 2, 12/11/12, Herdsman Lake
(Herdsman) – PM

Red-tailed Tropicbird – 1, 14/12/12,
Cape Vlamingh (Rottnest Island) –
ET, JP et al. (rare this far south)
Diamond Dove – 1, 02/12/12, Bickley
Reservoir (Orange Grove) – LP et
al. (rare this far south)
Intermediate Egret – 1, 1618/01/13, Bibra Lake (Bibra Lake)
– PT et al. (rare in the south-west)
Black-tailed Native-hen – up
to 5, 25/10-24/11/12, Lake
Claremont (Claremont) – NJ,
RCa et al. * 1, 25/10/12, Perry
Lakes (Floreat) – MB * up to 11,
27/10/12-15/01/13, Lake Gwelup
(Gwelup) – BL, DJ et al. * up to
10, 28/10-30/11/12, Herdsman
Lake (Herdsman) – JH, DJ et al.
* 2, 10/11-08/12/12, Bibra Lake
(Bibra Lake) – JG et al. * up to 6,
12/11/12-09/01/13, Picnic Cove,
Lake Joondalup (Edgewater) – DB *
5, 05/12/12, Lake Joondalup South
(Woodvale) – PW * 2, 06/12/12,
Clarkson Reserve (Maylands) –
BWA * 1, 16/12/12, Bindaring Park
(Bassendean) – JW (see photo,
p12)
Hooded Plover – 4, 24/12/12, Lake
Cooloongup (Cooloongup) – JG
(rare close to Perth)
Australian Painted Snipe – up to
4 (1 male, 3 female), 26/12/1203/01/13, North Lake (North Lake)
– JG et al. * 1, 30/12/12, Canning
River Regional Park (Wilson) – BWA
(very rare in the south-west)
Terek Sandpiper – 1, 19/12/12,
Thomsons Lake (Beeliar) – MC
(very unusual on freshwater)

Mute Swans at Penguin Island,
November 2012. Photo by
Jennie Stock
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Common Noddy – 5+, 29/11/12,
Trigg Island (Trigg) – RCa * 3,
29/11/12, Trigg Beach (Trigg) – WM
et al. * 1, 29/11/12, Hillarys Boat
Harbour (Hillarys) – WM et al. *
1, 29-30/11/12, Ocean Reef Boat
Harbour (Ocean Reef) – WM et al.

* 2, 16/01/13, North Mole (North
Fremantle) – NJ & SF (rare this far
south)
Gull-billed Tern – 2, 01/11/12, Nairns
(Coodanup) – CL * 1 (possible
subspecies affinis), near Mandurah
Estuary Bridge (Erskine) – FO, DB
& WM * 1 (subspecies macrotarsa),
Lake Cooloongup (Cooloongup) –
MC
Budgerigar – 2, 30/12/12, Baldivis
area (Baldivis) – MN (rare in the
south-west, based on other reports
not far to the south, these are likely
to represent wild individuals)
Black Honeyeater – 1, 25/10/12,
Pipidinny Road (Eglinton) – NJ &
RCa * 4+, Anstey Rd bushland
(Forrestdale) – BWA (rare near
Perth, irruption into south-west)
Rufous Songlark – 1, 13-20/11/12,
Heirisson Island (East Perth) – MC
& JM (rare so close to the CBD)

SOUTH WEST (Shark Bay to
Cape Arid)
Freckled Duck – 2, 01/12/12, small
farm lake near Manypeaks (Albany)
– MC et al. (rare on the south
coast) * 19, 08/12/12, Corackin
Swamp (Katanning) – DS
Black-tailed Native-hen – up to
9, 06-08/12/12, Lake McLarty
(Murray) – MG et al. * up to 4,
07-16/11/12, Phillip’s Swamp/
Wilgarup Lake (Manjimup) – MG
* 1, 07/12/12, Corackin Swamp
(Katanning) – DS * 4, 10/12/12,
Red Lake (Manjimup) – MG *
1, 16/12/12, Silkwood Winery
(Manjimup) – CT (uncommon in far
south-west, irruption)
Australian Bustard – 18, 29/10/12,
30 km east of Esperance
(Esperance) – NJ et al. (high count
for the south-west)
Masked Lapwing – 1, 11-12/01/13,
Lower Kalgan River Bridge (Albany)
– JN (rare in south-west, but a
pair seemingly now resident at this
location)
Australian Painted Snipe – 1,
07/12/12, Lake McLarty (Murray) –
RW (very rare in the south-west)
Broad-billed Sandpiper – 1, 0613/12/13, Lake McLarty (Murray)
– JB, AS et al. * 2, 22/01/13,
Nenamup Lake, near Wilson Inlet
(Denmark) – BKn et al.
Ruff – 1 female (Reeve), 01/05/01/13, Lake McLarty (Murray)
– JG, MN et al.
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Gull-billed Tern – 1 (subspecies
macrotarsa), 24/11-02/12/12,
Robert Bay (Murray) – FO, DB &
WM * 1 (presumed subspecies
macrotarsa), 18/01/13, Lake
McLarty (Murray) – JG & JW (rare
in the south-west)

Semipalmated Plover – 1, 27/10/1223/01/13, Town Beach (Broome) –
CM et al. (vagrant to WA)

Budgerigar – 2, 24/11/12, Thompson
Rd (Murray) – MN * up to 50+,
30/11/-22/12/12, Wearne Rd
(Wandering) – MN, SB et al. * 1,
02/12/12, Greenlands Rd (Murray)
– FO, DB & WM * 30+, 02/02/13,
corner of Forrest Hwy & Herron Pt
Rd (Murray) – BK * 50+, 04/01/13,
Forrest Hwy(Murray) – DB & RA

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL (taxon
uncertain, see Highlights) – 1, 1623/01/13, Broome tip (Broome)
– GS, JA et al. (2nd record for WA,
subject to BARC acceptance)

Masked Owl – 1, 02/12/12, Dryandra
Woodland (Williams) – MN & SB
(rarely reported resident)

Lesser Noddy – 2, 17/03/12, Broome
Port (Broome) – CH & LT (rare on
mainland coast)

Black Honeyeater – 3, 01/12/12,
Wearne Rd (Wandering) – RP & MP
(south of normal range)

Roseate Tern - ~34,000, lagoon,
Lacepedes Islands (Broome) – GS
et al. (high count)

Zebra Finch - ~10, 02/02/12, Wongan
Hills area (Wongan Hills) – MC &
GH * 35-40, 09/01/13, Northam
Army Camp (Northam) – BB (south
of normal range)

Island Monarch – 1, late 11/12,
Browse Island (Wyndham-East
Kimberley) – GS, RC et al. (vagrant
to WA)

ARID ZONE
Green Pygmy-Goose – 3, 19/10/12,
Carrawine Gorge (East Pilbara) –
MG (south of usual range)
Australian Painted Snipe – 2,
19/10/12, Carrawine Gorge (East
Pilbara) – MG * 6 (3 male, 3
female), 05/11/12, Chinaman
Pool (Carnarvon) – LG (rare in WA
outside the Kimberley)
Oriental Plover – 6+, 10/10/12,
Credo Station (Coolgardie) – SC et
al. (rare this far south)
Little Tern – 150+, 16/01/13,
Whitmore Islands, Gascoyne
River Mouth (Carnarvon) – LG *
~50, 17/01/13, near Mile Jetty
(Carnarvon) – LG (high count this
far south)
Princess Parrot – 6, 20/10/12, 30 km
west of Jigalong (East Pilbara) – AG

Ruff – 1, 02/11/12, Lake Campion
(Broome) – SD (rare in Western
Australia)

Black Noddy – 1, 17/03/12, Broome
Port (Broome) – CH & LT (rare on
mainland coast)

Grey Wagtail – 1, late 11/12, Adele
Island (Broome) – GS, RC et al.
(rare visitor to the Kimberley)

ASHMORE REEF
Bulwer’s Petrel – 103, 20-27/10/12,
at sea between Broome & Ashmore
Reef – GS et al. (high count)
Swinhoe’s Storm-Petrel – 5,
20-27/10/12, at sea between
Broome & Ashmore Reef – GS
et al. (rarely reported visitor to
Australian waters, subject to BARC
acceptance)
Abbott’s Booby – 1, late 11/12, at
sea south of Ashmore Reef – GS,
RC et al. (rarely seen away from
Christmas Island, subject to BARC
acceptance)
Watercock – 1, late 11/12, West
Island – RC, GS et al. (vagrant
to Ashmore, subject to BARC
acceptance)

Middendorff’s Warbler – 1, 2225/10/12, West Island – GS, RC et
al. (vagrant to Australia, subject to
BARC acceptance)
KAMCHATKA LEAF WARBLER – 1,
late 11/12, West Island – RC, GS
et al. (first record for Australia,
subject to BARC acceptance)
Oriental Reed Warbler – late 11/12,
West Island – RC, GS et al. (rarely
recorded visitor to Australia)
Pechora Pipit –1, late 11/12, West
Island – RC, GS et al. (rare vagrant
to Australia and territories, subject
to BARC acceptance)
Grey Wagtail – 1, 25/10/12, West
Island – GS, RC et al. * 3, late
11/12, West Island – RC, GS et al.
(rare visitor to Australia)
Ashy-bellied White-eye – 1, 2225/10/12, West Island – GS, RC et
al. (rarely reported in Australia)

COCOS ISLANDS
Eurasian Teal – 1, 06/11-27/12/12,
West Island – PJ & GC (vagrant to
Australia, presumed same bird as
reported in WABN 144)
Grey Teal – 1, 14/11/12, West Island–
PJ & GC (1st record for Cocos,
presumed same bird as reported in
WABN 144)
Chinese Sparrowhawk – 1, 0131/12/12, West Island – GC & JWe
(vagrant to Australia, subject to
BARC acceptance)
Gull-billed Tern – 1, 30/12/12, South
Island – PJ et al. (rarely reported
on Cocos)
Asian Koel – 1 male, 1 female, 26/1124/12/12, West Island – PJ & GC
(rare visitor to Australia)
Oriental Cuckoo – 1, 25/11-16/12/12,
West Island – PJ & GC (rare visitor
to Cocos)

Little Stint – 1, late 11/12, West
Island – RC, GS et al. (rarely
recorded visitor to Australia)

Hodgson’s Hawk-Cuckoo – 1 (spp
uncertain), 15/11-20/12/12, West
Island – GC (vagrant to Australia,
subject to BARC acceptance)

KIMBERLEY

Collared Kingfisher – 1 (nominate
subspecies), 22/10/12, West Island
– RC, GS et al. (subspecies rarely
recorded in Australia)

Asian Brown Flycatcher – 1, 1213/11/12, West Island – PJ & GC
(rare visitor to Australia, subject to
BARC acceptance)

Great Frigatebird – 85+, 17/03/12,
Broome Port (Broome) – CH &
LT (rare on mainland coast, high
count)

Island Monarch – 1, 25/10/12, West
Island – RC, GS et al. (rare vagrant
to Australia, subject to BARC
acceptance)

Tiger Shrike – 1-2, 18/11-/12, West
Island, * 1, 30/11/12, Home Island
– BMo (vagrant to Australia, subject
to BARC acceptance)

Scarlet-chested Parrot – 1, 0910/11/12, 3 km north of Dundas
Rocks (Dundas) – JT, BM & JeW
* 5, 23/11/12, north-east of
Southern Cross (Coolgardie) – RCa
et al.
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CHRISTMAS ISLAND
FAIRY PITTA – 1, 11/11/12,
Winifred Beach track – BMa
(2nd record for Australia,
subject to BARC acceptance)

The Lake Gwelup excursion on 20 January
produced a great score of 61 species but
there could have been one more. This
Black-tailed Native-hen was photographed
one week earlier while doing a ‘recce’ of
the area, but unfortunately it decided not
to hang around for the party. Photo by
Peter White

OBSERVERS
AG = Alan Galbraith
AS = Alison Street
BB = Bill Betts
BK = Ben Keeling
BKn = Brad Kneebone
BL = Bob Lawson
BM = Brendon Metcalf
BMa = Brandon Maloney
BMo = Bill Moorhead
BWA = BirdLife WA Excursion
CH = Chris Hassell
CL = Craig Lester
CM = Clare Morton
CT = Chris Tate

DB = Dimitris Bertzeletos
DJ = Darryl Jones
DS = David Secomb
ET = Evan Thyer
FO = Frank O’Connor
GC = Geoff Christie
GH = Greg Howell
GS = George Swann
JA = Jim Allen
JB = John Barkla
JG = John Graff
JH = Jaime Hall
JM = John McMullan
JN = John Nilson

JP = Jane Prince
JT = Jeff Turpin
JW = Jordan Webber
JeW = Jenny Wilcox
JWe = John Weigel
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LP = Louis Purdy
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MC = Martin Cake
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BirdLife WA reports
CHAIR’S ANNUAL REPORT, 2012
The Annual Report covers the activities of BirdLife Western
Australia (BWA) for 2012 and was presented at the AGM in
February 2013.
The year has seen many changes as were expected with
the merger. Probably the most significant has been the fine
tuning of our bookkeeping and financial arrangements. We
are in a solid financial position with the interest from our
investments ensuring that we will continue to have the funds
to keep an office in Western Australia, irrespective of grant
funds.
The Western Australian Branch has 1230 members as of
January 2013. This does not represent a drop in membership
as reported at the 2011 AGM (1378), but a more accurate
account of members, currently residing in Western Australia.
We aim to increase membership and look for every
opportunity to achieve this goal.
The past year has seen the bedding down of the
conservation programs operating from Peregrine House.
Sharing a small office space is not without its problems but
these either have been overcome or we are working on
resolving them. It is marvellous to see our dedicated office
volunteers working together with the young and enthusiastic
staff in residence.
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The Branch is very busy, lots of people coming up with
lots of good ideas; unfortunately there are never enough
volunteers to make all this happen! It is the voluntary effort
that underpins this good work and has done so for many
years. Therefore it comes as somewhat of a surprise that we
find it difficult to find volunteers for some key, often quite
small roles. Volunteering for some of these tasks isn’t a life
time sentence, but a valuable contribution for a short period
of time.
PROJECTS: Cheryl Gole manages the BirdLife projects in
WA. This position is funded through the projects, BirdLife
Australia and BWA. Funding from various sources during
2012 saw the Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo Recovery Project,
Threatened Cockatoos Program, Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo
recovery in a globally significant IBA Project, Australasian
Bittern Project, Great Western Woodlands and Starlings
Project progress towards achieving their aims.
I see the management of this number of Western Australian
projects from this Branch as being a positive and visible step
towards the conservation of our birds.
The North-West Cape Welcomes Shorebirds saw Kim Onton
working on this project in the Exmouth Gulf with assistance
from the Community Education team and other volunteers.
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COMMITTEES: The committee system that underpins this
Branch is, to my mind, its greatest structural strength. Some
of these committees have been in place for many years. A
brief summary from their Annual Reports follows:
Community Education: This committee of nine, chaired by
Brice Wells, spent 1650 volunteer hours on their tasks that
enabled them to visit 28 schools for 34 visits and seeing
1411 students, plus 95 teachers/parents. They made 39
presentations to a variety of community groups, totalling
1095 participants. Seven classes were run with 127 people
attending. Six country centres were visited and the team
worked with the Great Western Woodland and the Shorebird
Exmouth Projects.
Excursions: Sue Abbotts chairs this committee and in
2012, 74 excursions including seven campouts, two pelagic
trips and 66 excursions around Perth and its environs kept
this committee of seven on their toes. The relationship with
the Australian Wildlife Conservancy, the Rottnest Island
Authority and the Rangelands Surveys in association with the
Department of Environment and Conservation continue and
makes a significant contribution to avian knowledge in areas
sometimes difficult to access. The Photographic Group goes
from strength to strength. The Twitchathon in its fourth year
provided keen competition with 33 participants in 12 teams.
Sales: Records showed an increase in the card sales in
2012, particularly with the online orders for Christmas. The
four committee members would welcome more voluntary
help with this committee, particularly in marketing this
great product. Over the years the card sales have brought in
substantial funding to the organisation. But over and above
this the cards are a great way to increase public awareness
of our native birds.
Records: Whilst Allan Burbidge chairs this committee, John
Graff who oversees the Sightings keeps on top of unusual
sightings in Western Australia.
Bird Guides: Following the creation of BirdLife Australia,
a need was seen to update guides to comply with BirdLife
branding. These guides are regularly sought after and again,
are an excellent way of advertising what we do for native
birds. The upgrading is progressing but Pam Agar, who has
taken responsibility for this committee, would appreciate
some help in accelerating this process.
Conservation and Research: We have been unable to find
a Chair for this committee so it has not met through 2012.
However the WA Branch has made a number of significant
submissions on conservation issues through the year
including the Swan/Canning River Riverpark Management
Plan, the Forest Management Plan, the Cape Bouvard wind
farm proposal at Clifton and a number of supporting letters
for other organisations. Increasingly we are being asked to
take on an advocacy role so finding a chair and a group of
people prepared to put in a little time for this committee has
become urgent.

Eyre Bird Observatory: Whilst EBO has a management
committee, the overall responsibility for EBO rests with the
BWA under an agreement drawn up in 2004 with the then
Birds Australia Council. The EBO Committee manages the
operations of the EBO under the agreed terms of reference
within the objectives of BirdLife Australia. The committee
of eight is ably chaired by Alma de Rebeira, ensuring that
EBO runs smoothly in spite of events such as the significant
mouse plague this year. Dune Restoration courses run by the
Agars continue this effective environmental program.
Office: Anyone who pops in will notice how busy Peregrine
House often is. With the resignation of the Office Manager
earlier in the year Liz Walker has stepped into this essential
role again. We have managed to share many of the tasks
with the office volunteers. However we do need a backup for
Liz, someone who knows the organisation and how it works.
We are anticipating a Lotterywest Grant to upgrade some of
the equipment.
Library: The Library now holds approximately 750 items
with 30 being added in 2012. Binding of back copies of
Emu continues. Although this resource is now available
electronically it is seen as important to preserve a hard copy
collection. Members are encouraged to borrow from this
Library. It holds a number of real gems.
Publications: The film Steps to Recovery, funded through
a donation, was launched in 2012 and has been widely
distributed to Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo volunteers and
interested organisations. ENews continues to be well used
by members and goes out in the second and fourth week
of each month. Western Australian Bird Notes (WABN)
struggles to remain below 44 pages for each edition. We
are constantly looking for ways to improve this much read
publication of the Branch.
Monthly Members’ meetings: Attendance at these
meetings ranges from 30 to 70 people. Apart from listening
to interesting guest speakers these meetings have provided
a great venue for likeminded people to get together.
REPRESENTATION: BWA has representation in several
organisations. These include Conservation Council of WA
(Graham Wooller), South Coast Threatened Birds Recovery
Team (Brenda Newbey and John Blyth) and Perth Airport Bird
and Animal Hazard Advisory Committee (Wes Bancroft).
I would like to take this opportunity to thank sincerely the
hard working team on the BWA Executive Committee. Apart
from attending meetings, these members are asked to make
what are sometimes quite difficult and challenging decisions
on a range of issues. Unfailingly this has happened with
goodwill and good humour.
Suzanne Mather
Chair, BirdLife Western Australia

Shorebirds 2020: Kim Onton continues to take
responsibility for this national project in Western Australia.
In 2012 over 20 shorebird sites were surveyed with many
coordinators and helpers. A series of workshops was held
both south and north of Perth. Important Bird Area (IBA)
surveys included Faure Island, Dampier, Port Hedland,
Roebuck Bay, Eighty Mile Beach and Exmouth Gulf. These
were conducted through different agencies and sources of
funding.
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BIRDLIFE WA PROJECTS
Dampier Salt at Dampier — wader survey,
12 October 2012

Due to time constraints and the vast area, not all areas were
counted.

Introduction
Dampier Salt ponds 0 and 1A at Dampier is an Important
Bird Area (IBA) for the Red-necked Stint and Red-capped
Plover, regularly containing >1% of the world population of
each of these species (BirdLife Australia 2013). In addition,
this area also supports a population of the Dusky Gerygone,
a restricted range species endemic to Western Australia.
Methodology
This survey was conducted by BirdLife WA volunteers Sue
Abbotts, Lorraine Marshall and Wayne Merritt and PhD
Candidate Dimitris Bertzeletos. Access to the site was
facilitated by Star Eggleston and Claire Moulin of Dampier
Salt.

High tide was at 0824 hrs at a height of 3.17 m. As the tide
fills tidal creeks and inundates the coast, waders move into
areas in or adjacent to the salt ponds.
The weather was fine and hot with strong easterly winds
which abated to moderate in the afternoon.
Results
A total of 3044 migratory waders were counted consisting
of 24 species. The majority of the birds were found on Pond
Zero and 1A where the salinity is closest to that of sea water.
Counts for waders are shown in Table 1, for terns and gulls
in Table 2, and waterbirds in Table 3.
A total of 66 bird species other than migratory waders were
recorded. One of the most interesting of these was the
Dusky Gerygone. A total of 90 bird species were recorded on
the day. No leg flags were observed.

The count was undertaken on 12 October 2012 between
0830 and 1500 hours using binoculars and three spotting
‘scopes.

Table 1. Details of migratory shorebirds at the Dampier RMT lease and the adjacent mudflats since September 2002.
Pre-2012 data from Hassell (2006).
Sep-02
Australian Pied Oystercatcher
Black-winged Stilt
Banded Stilt
Red-necked Avocet
Bar-tailed Godwit

Oct-03

Nov-04

Nov-05

Nov-06

Oct-12

5

9

1

3

6

1

21

30

100

19

40

40

1

5

240

181

11

32

26

4

195

126

18

307

148

29

120

386

160

109

Whimbrel

5

4

25

8

1

12

Eastern Curlew

7

4

10

3

2

20

Marsh Sandpiper

50

36

33

121

107

6

Common Greenshank

12

5

59

5

8

46

Terek Sandpiper

1

2

0

0

0

0

Common Sandpiper

0

0

0

1

0

1

Grey-tailed Tattler

11

7

70

10

7

32

Ruddy Turnstone

28

20

34

12

15

3

Great Knot

0

0

15

47

51

6

Sanderling

1

0

2

4

0

1

Little Stint

0

0

0

1

0

0

37

777

9920

10 594

1911

758

Red-necked Stint
Long-toed Stint
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper
Curlew Sandpiper

0

0

0

5

0

0

70

51

23

4204

469

340

126

172

1310

1611

590

72

Broad-billed Sandpiper

0

0

68

22

0

4

Red-necked Phalarope

0

2

2

1

0

0

Beach Stone-curlew

2

0

0

0

0

0

21

30

100

19

40

40

Black-winged Stilt
Banded Stilt

1

5

240

181

11

32

26

4

195

126

18

307

Pacific Golden Plover

0

0

5

0

1

0

Grey Plover

2

5

42

27

20

4

19

16

737

3845

1206

650

Red-necked Avocet

Red-capped Plover
Lesser Sand Plover

0

2

5

110

0

0

Greater Sand Plover

1

4

110

101

20

18

Oriental Plover

0

0

0

473

0

164

Banded Lapwing

0

0

0

15

13

1

Australian Pratincole

0

0

0

12

0

Unidentified waders
Yearly totals
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1
416

573

1184

13 126

21 947

4656

3044
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Discussion

Thanks to Chris Hassell for permission to use his report.

Broadly speaking, our counts were similar to those obtained
by Chris Hassell during his counts in 2002-06 (Hassell 2006)
(Tables 1-3).

References

The variations in the numbers of shorebirds counted in 2012
may relate to the early tide and to having insufficient time to
cover the entire area.

BirdLife Australia (2013) ‘IBA: Dampier Saltworks’. Birdata:
http://www.birdata.com.au/iba.vm
Hassell, C. (2006). Dampier Survey November 8-9, 2006.
Unpublished report.
Susan Abbotts

Recommendation
Future shorebird surveys should cover the entire Dampier
Salt Operations at the salt ponds and be undertaken around
high tide.

Table 2. Counts for terns and gulls at the Dampier RTM lease and the adjacent mudflats since September 2002.
Pre-2012 data from Hassell (2006).
Sep-02

Oct-03

Nov-04

Nov-05

Nov-06

Oct-12

Little Tern

0

0

5

33

0

4

Fairy Tern

0

1

0

0

21

0

Gull-billed Tern

1

0

15

1

4

6

Caspian Tern

2

6

11

8

15

30

Whiskered Tern

0

0

10

5

1

12

White-winged Black Tern

0

0

135

0

0

0

7

15

12

41

201

9

10

22

188

88

242

62

Crested Tern
Silver Gull
Yearly Totals

1

Table 3. Details of counts for waterbirds at the Dampier RTM lease and the adjacent mudflats since September 2002.
Pre-2012 data from Hassell (2006).
Sep-02

Oct-03

Nov-04

Nov-05

Nov-06

Oct-12
6

Hardhead

5

Hoary-headed Grebe
Australasian Darter

2

3

1

0

0

1

Pied Cormorant

0

10

16

4

0

10

0

6

7

0

22

27

20

80

50

42

4

1

Black-necked Stork

1

0

0

1

2

1

Striated Heron

1

0

2

1

2

1

Little Egret

4

4

5

1

2

4

Eastern Reef Egret

0

0

5

2

3

1

Great Egret

2

4

1

0

2

1

Little Black Cormorant
Australian Pelican

1

Glossy Ibis

1

Australian White Ibis
Yearly totals

30

107

Dampier Salt, Port Hedland Operations —
wader survey, 15-16 October 2012
Introduction
Dampier Salt, Port Hedland Operations is an Important
Bird Area (IBA) for the Red-necked Stint and Sharp-tailed
Sandpiper, supporting >1% of the world population of each
of these species (BirdLife Australia 2013). In addition, this
area also supports a population of the Dusky Gerygone, a
restricted range species endemic to Western Australia.

87

51

37

55

Candidate Dimitris Bertzeletos. Access to the site was
facilitated by Star Eggleston and Chona Collins of Dampier
Salt.
The count was undertaken on 15 and 16 October 2012
between 0700 and 1430 hours on both days using binoculars
and three spotting ‘scopes.

Methodology

High tide was at 1047 hrs at a height of 6.36 m on 15
October 2012. On 16 October high tide was at 1122 hrs at
6.64 m. As the tide filled tidal creeks and inundated the
coast, waders moved into areas in or adjacent to the salt
ponds.

This survey was conducted by BirdLife WA volunteers Sue
Abbotts, Lorraine Marshall and Wayne Merritt and PhD

The weather was fine and hot with light north-east winds.
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Table 1. Counts for shorebirds at Port Hedland RTM lease and the adjacent mudflats since September 2002.
Pre-2012 data from Hassell (2006).
Sep-02

Oct-03

0

0

3

3

4

3

84

41

27

56

20

127

Banded Stilt

172

624

231

3604

34

58

Red-necked Avocet

243

541

130

500

635

147

Australian Pied Oystercatcher
Black-winged Stilt

Black-tailed Godwit
Bar-tailed Godwit

Nov-04

Nov-05

Nov-06

Oct-12

0

0

1

2

5

3

88

533

300

390

1273

242

0

11

0

0

0

1

Whimbrel

18

6

25

29

12

40

Eastern Curlew

17

11

20

17

39

42

Marsh Sandpiper

13

3

5

51

22

10

Common Greenshank

16

25

23

34

46

24

Terek Sandpiper

1

2

0

13

13

3

Common Sandpiper

5

4

4

2

5

4

Grey-tailed Tattler

2

10

8

21

39

45

Little Curlew

28

5

1

5

1

11

Asian Dowitcher

9

2

0

11

13

13

Great Knot

4

4

10

49

200

26

Red Knot

1

0

0

1

1

0

156

293

1576

2704

5152

2590

Ruddy Turnstone

1

Sanderling
Red-necked Stint

0

1

0

0

0

0

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper

266

383

500

1233

2625

1100

Curlew Sandpiper

Pectoral Sandpiper

818

511

80

61

51

344

Broad-billed Sandpiper

0

1

267

105

194

487

Red-necked Phalarope

42

48

38

14

48

0

Australian Pied Oystercatcher

0

0

3

3

4

3

Pacific Golden Plover

4

0

6

9

3

1

Grey Plover

2

6

5

9

5

22

Red-capped Plover

31

10

46

406

793

821

Lesser Sand Plover

7

3

85

94

10

121

Greater Sand Plover

0

2

72

53

58

19

Oriental Plover

0

21

9

85

0

392
1

Black-fronted Dotterel

11

Red-kneed Dotterel
Oriental Pratincole

0

2

0

0

0

1802

Unidentified waders
Yearly totals

0
5

Australian Pratincole
2027

3103

3472

9561

11301

8516

Table 2. Counts for terns and gulls at Port Hedland RTM and the adjacent mudflats since September 2002.
Pre-2012 data from Hassell (2006).
Sep-02

Oct-03

Little Tern

0

23

13

49

136

Fairy Tern

0

2

0

0

0

0

Gull-billed Tern

0

0

330

192

73

20
34

Caspian Tern

Nov-04

Nov-05

Nov-06

Oct-12
28

25

60

20

84

10

Lesser Crested Tern

4

0

1

11

1

5

Crested Tern

0

5

1

27

2

0

Common Tern
Whiskered Tern
White-winged Black Tern
Silver Gull
Unidentified small terns
Yearly totals
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0

0

2

2

0

0

29

70

295

127

160

143

1

0

1

0

2

0

88

110

195

182

310

55

60

0

0

0

0

0

207

270

858

674

694

285
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Table 3. Counts for waterbirds at Port Hedland RTM and the adjacent mudflats since September 2002.
Pre-2012 data from Hassell (2006).
Sep-02

Oct-03

Nov-04

Nov-05

Nov-06

Oct-12
0

Pacific Black Duck

0

0

4

0

0

Grey Teal

4

0

0

0

0

0

147

0

1

0

0

12

30

21

75

48

15

30

5

2

2

3

10

5

18

245

20

30

30

11

Hoary-headed Grebe
Australasian Darter
Little Pied Cormorant
Pied Cormorant

1528

490

250

310

28

160

189

299

211

287

156

73

Black–necked Stork

2

2

2

3

2

7

Striated Heron

1

2

4

3

2

1

17

58

30

29

47

8

White-faced Heron

2

2

1

4

3

2

Eastern Reef Egret

0

0

0

1

2

1

Great Egret

5

24

13

17

12

8

Intermediate Egret

1

0

0

0

0

0

Glossy Ibis

0

0

0

0

8

0

Australian White Ibis

0

0

1

5

6

0

15

29

6

59

28

27

Yellow –billed Spoonbill

1

0

0

0

0

0

Black–necked Stork

2

2

2

3

2

7

Brolga

4

24

0

5

0

45

1969

1198

620

804

349

390

Little Black Cormorant
Australian Pelican

Little Egret

Royal Spoonbill

Yearly totals

Results

Recommendations

A total of 9191 shorebirds were counted consisting of 51
species. The majority of the birds were found on ponds
where the salinity was closest to that of sea water. Counts
for waders are shown in Table 1, for terns and gulls in Table
2, and for waterbirds in Table 3.

•

A total of 11 bird species other than shorebirds were
recorded. A total of 62 bird species was recorded on the two
days. No leg flags were observed.
Discussion
Our counts were similar to those obtained by Chris Hassell
during his counts in 2002-06 (Hassell 2006) (Tables 1-3),
but we found more Broad-billed Sandpipers and Oriental
Pratincoles (Tables 1-3).

That the Broad-billed Sandpiper is submitted for
inclusion in the IBA document.

Future shorebird surveys should cover the entire Port
Hedland Salt Operations at the salt ponds and be
undertaken around high tide.
Thanks to Chris Hassell for permission to use his report.
•

References
BirdLife Australia (2013) ‘IBA: Dampier Saltworks’. Birdata:
http://www.birdata.com.au/iba.vm
Hassell, C. (2006). Port Hedland Survey November 7, 2006.
Unpublished report.
Susan Abbotts

The number of Broad-billed Sandpipers counted showed that
the area contains >1% of the world population and therefore
should be included in the IBA document. The 487 Broadbilled Sandpipers constitutes 1.9% of the world population.

Great Knot and Grey Plover, Woodman Point,
15 December 2012.
Photo by Sandra Wallace
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 145 March 2013
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WA Twitchathon 2012 — report

Western Ground Parrot update

The 4 annual WA Twitchathon was held across the weekend
of 1 – 2 December 2012, and I hope was enjoyable for all
participants.

The Friends of the Western Ground Parrot were successful in
their application for a 2012 Environmental Community grant
from the Department of Environment and Conservation.
The grant will be used to help defray the travel costs of
volunteers who participate in surveys searching for the
elusive parrot.

th

Once again, the number of people involved was pleasing
— many thanks to all those who took part and have turned
the Twitchathon into an anticipated annual event. The good
news from this year is that there have been new record
counts in all three competitions, possibly a legacy of some
arid birds moving into the south-west. With the exception
of some shuffling of team members and a name change for
the 12-hour winners, all winners from the 2011 competition
retained their trophies — congratulations to all these teams
for continuing their strong showings from last year. The
winners all won by enough to ensure there wasn’t too much
work for the adjudicators, though there was a number of
good candidates for best bird!
Many thanks again to all involved, and hopefully the 2013
event will be better still. I’m hoping to find one or two people
who may be willing to develop the fundraising and publicity
side of the event — unfortunately, I have neither the time
nor the requisite know-how to do this. Anyone interested in
helping out, please get in touch!

Final Results
24hr Competition
1st - 182: Western Whistlers (Steve Burns and Mark
Newman); 2nd - 177: The Ruff Knights (Russell Cannings,
Bruce Greatwich and Nigel Jackett); 3rd - 162: SWAT (Rose
Ferrell, David Secomb and Peter Taylor); 4th - 143: The Big
Twits (Martin Cake and Greg Howell — obviously missing
their star performer who wasn’t well enough to compete
this year!); 5th - 117: Hunters & Collectors (Rowan Du
Boulay, Ian Purdy and Louis Purdy); 6th - 115: The Rainbow
Avocets (Morgan Pickering and Robyn Pickering); 7th - 87:
Stark Raven Mad (Wes Bancroft, Scarlett Bancroft and Leo
Bancroft)
12-hr Competition
1st - 145: The Whiskered MOB (Dimitris Bertzeletos, Wayne
Merritt and Frank O’Connor); 2nd - 85: Peeping Pardalotes
(Kerry Cowie, Andrew Hobbs, Jill Hobbs and Libby McGill)

A number of survey trips have been carried out to date
including a week-long expedition to Nuytsland Nature
Reserve as well as a search of previously known Western
Ground Parrot locations in Fitzgerald River National Park. In
late October 2012 six volunteers accompanied South Coast
Threatened Birds Recovery Team member Shapelle McNee
to Nuytsland Nature Reserve to determine if the Western
Ground Parrots recorded in this remote location in 2005 were
still present. Although the group had battled rough tracks,
problems with vehicles and at times inclement weather, they
did not succeed in locating any Western Ground Parrots.
The group of volunteers who accompanied Abby Berryman
to Fitzgerald River National Park in mid-November did not
fare any better. It is perhaps an ominous sign that some of
the listening sites where the parrots have been regularly
recorded in the past, are now devoid of any evidence of their
presence.
More surveys are planned for this autumn at both Fitzgerald
River and Cape Arid National Parks. Anyone interested in
volunteering is encouraged to contact the Friends of the
Western Ground Parrot (e-mail wgparrot@hotmail.com)
to register their interest. As outlined above, travel cost
subsidies are available. Food will be supplied and camping
equipment can be made available if necessary.
Despite the urgent need for a captive breeding project,
no funding has been secured to date to set up such a
project. The Friends of the Western Ground Parrot have
written to the WA Minister of the Environment, expressing
their grave concerns about the situation. The Friends urge
anyone who has an interest in the survival of this unique
Western Australian parrot to do the same. Unless the
wider community raises its concerns with the government
and funding for proactive conservation measures is made
available, it appears the Western Ground Parrot will slowly
but surely fade into extinction.
Anne Bondin

Armchair Competition
1st - 63: Lazy Old Bustards (George Agar and Pam Agar —
Canning Wetlands); 2nd - 45: The OBE Team (Clive Napier,
Wendy Napier and Brian Wilson —Yangebup Lake); 3rd - 44:
Grey-crowned Babblers (Ray Flanagan, Maris Lauva and Sue
Mather — Herdsman Lake)

Second breeding attempt by captive
Western Ground Parrots

Best Bird: There are some excellent candidates for best
bird, many as a result of the influx of arid zone birds into
the greater Perth area. Some of these included Budgerigar
(Western Whistlers at Wearne Rd and Whiskered MOB near
Lake McLarty), Masked Owl (Western Whistlers at Dryandra),
Zebra Finch (Big Twits near Wongan Hills) and Black
Honeyeater (Rainbow Avocets at Wearne Rd). However, after
some discussion, the winner was Diamond Dove, seen (and
photographed!) at Bickley Brook by Hunters & Collectors.

2011 saw the first ever record of Western Ground Parrots
attempting to breed in captivity, but due to hot weather
the chicks were lost, despite measures taken to mitigate
heat stress. In September/October 2012 the same pair of
captive Western Ground Parrots (WGPs) again attempted
to breed. Again the pair’s chick died in late October when
approximately two weeks old. An autopsy on the chick
revealed that the cause of death was pneumonia that had
developed after the chick inhaled food into its lungs.

Worst Dip: A few good candidates, and although I prefer
not to award this prize jointly, it’s really hard to go past
Australian Magpie (missed by Grey-crowned Babblers and
The OBE Team).

The nest also contained an infertile egg and a second chick
that wasn’t discovered until much later while cleaning out
the nest box. The remains of the second chick were so
decomposed that it was impossible to determine the cause
of death, but it was estimated that it died within days of
hatching.

John Graff, Organiser
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While the breeding attempt wasn’t successful, it
demonstrates that WGPs will breed in a captive environment
and that the information gained from the attempts can
be used to improve the chances of success. In the 2013
breeding season, efforts will be made to increase our nest
monitoring capabilities and to put strategies in place to
increase the likelihood of chicks successfully fledging. In the
longer term the Recovery Team is investigating opportunities
to establish a full scale captive breeding program so that
captive raised birds can be reintroduced into areas where
they previously occurred.
Abby Berryman, DEC Conservation Officer

The Library has also acquired copies of DEC’s latest
Management Plans for parks and reserves in the following
areas: Millstream-Chichester; Ord River and Parry Lagoons;
Perup; Yanchep and Neerabup. A Draft Management Plan for
Esperance and Recherche Parks and Reserves has also been
received.
Library Hours: Monday to Friday 9.30 – 12.30
Borrowing procedure: to borrow a book, members should
fill out the card in the pocket at the back of the book and
put it in the holder where the Catalogue is kept. The normal
borrowing period is one month.
Stewart Houghton
Hon. Librarian

Library News
About 20 new items have been added to the Library in the
last six months. The following are particularly worthy of
note:
Debus, S. ‘Birds of Prey of Australia: a Field Guide’. (598.92
DEB). This is a new edition of a book that has been out
of print for several years. It has been extensively revised
and updated (see review in WA Bird Notes No. 144
December 2012).
Dengate, J. ‘Attracting Birds to Your Garden in Australia’.
(598.0994 DEN).
Forshaw, J.M. & Shepard, M. ‘Grassfinches in Australia’.
(598.883 FOR).
Hollands, D. & Minton, C. ‘Waders: Shorebirds of
Australia’. (598.3). A detailed account of 80 species,
including distribution maps and over 300 outstanding
photographs.

Rosalind Denny Volunteers of the Year
Awards
The recipients of this award for 2012, given to volunteers
who have made an outstanding voluntary contribution to the
Western Australian branch of BirdLife, are:
Dick Rule and Allan Burbidge.
Both recipients were presented with a volume of the new
publication, Waders: the Shorebirds of Australia.
See page 36 for a photo of Dick at the award presentation
during the Peel-Mandurah Branch Christmas dinner.

Certificate received by the Peel-Mandurah Group as a Special
Recognition for its efforts with the Annual Shorebird Count and
data to help maintain the RAMSAR listing (see report, page 36).
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 145 March 2013
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Naming of birds
Charadriidae — Plovers
In Latin charadrius was a yellowish bird mentioned in the
Vulgate Bible from a Greek mythical bird (thought by some
to be a curlew or a Eurasian Thick-knee — pure guesswork
methinks as they are quite dissimilar birds) supposed to cure
jaundice when seen by the sufferer. Kharadra is Greek for a
ravine which is an original derivation as some breed amongst
rocks and pebbles (hardly ravines).
Pluvialis fulva — Pacific Golden Plover. Pluvialis and
plover are derived from the same Latin root, pluvialis for
rainy but their relationship to rain is threefold and any of
those could be the etymological origin. 1. They (plovers in
general but in this case those in Europe) are easily caught
in rainy weather. 2. They arrive (migrate from mainly Africa)
in the Mediterranean winter when it is more likely to rain. 3.
They become restless when rain is approaching. Take your
pick. In England they are sometimes called rain birds and in
Germany rain pipers. Fulva is Latin for yellowish-brown.
Other names are Eastern or Lesser Golden Plover.
Pluvialis dominicus — American Golden Plover. Santo
Domingo (Hispaniola) in the Dominican Republic where
Columbus first set foot in the so called New World not
actually America, but North America. Dominican Plover may
have been a better name.
Pluvialis squatarola — Grey Plover. Sgatarola is a
Venetian name for a kind of plover. Also called the Blackbellied Plover.
Charadrius semipalmatus — Semipalmated Plover. The
semi-palmated refers to its partially webbed feet. Semi is
Latin for half but palm is obviously hand. For some unknown
reason feet were turned into hands. Palmate in English
means webbed. Such is the vagaries of nomenclature or, in
this case, etymology!
Charadrius hiaticula — Ringed Plover. Hiatus is Latin
for a cleft (cf hiatus hernia) and cola (Latin) a dweller. See
genus derivation for the significance of the cleft, ie, clefts
in rocks and pebbles for hiding. The ring refers to the black
band almost circumnavigating its head.
Charadrius dubius — Little Ringed Plover. Dubius is
Latin for doubtful, uncertain. The use of dubius in taxonomy
occurred when it was thought that the Little Ringed Plover
could be a sub-species of the Ringed Plover but without

certainty, as there was evidence it was a species on its own,
ie, they were hedging their bets.
Charadrius ruficapillus — Red-capped Plover. An easy
one as are a few in this group of birds. Latin rufus for
red and capillus for cap. Also called Red-capped Dotterel,
Sandlark or even mistakenly, Sandpiper.
Charadrius bicinctus — Double-banded Plover. Cinctus
is Latin for a band and bi, of course means double —“nuff
said”. Also called Double-banded Dotterel.
Charadrius mongolus — Lesser Sand Plover. From
Mongolia. Also called Mongolian Sand Plover, Mongolian
Plover or Dotterel.
Charadrius leschenaultii — Greater Sand Plover. J.B.L.
Leschenault (1773-1849), French botanist and collector
who, as many of you will know, has a WA flower named
after him as well as a now differently named vineyard in the
Geographe region. Also called Large Sand Plover or Dotterel.
Charadrius veredus — Oriental Plover. Latin for a swift
horse, ie, fast running.
Charadrius australis — Inland Dotterel. Dotterel is
another of these uncomplimentary names given to birds.
In English, dotterel means a silly person, ie, a dotard.
The erel ending is diminutive as used in cockerel and
mongrel, etc. They are named for the ease in which they
can be approached and even taken. In my experience
with Australian dotterels this is untrue. You will notice
that in the common names, dotterel and plover are often
interchangeable which can be very confusing.
Elseyornis melanops — Black-fronted Dotterel. J.R.
Elsey (1834-58) was an English surgeon and naturalist.
Amazing that in a very short life he became a surgeon as
well as visiting both Australia and the West Indies in the
mid-nineteenth century. Melas is Greek for black. Also called
Black-fronted Dotterel.
Thinornis rubricollis — Hooded Plover. Greek thinos,
beach; ornis — bird. Latin ruber, red and colllis neck. Also
called Hooded Dotterel.
Erythrogonys cinctus — Red-kneed Dotterel. Greek
eruthros, red and gonu, knee. Cinctus is Latin for banded.
Iuvencus

Carnamah, Inering Hills
3.5 hours drive north of Perth

Red-capped Plover, Woodman
Point, 6 January 2013. Photo by
Sandra Wallace
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Purpose built modern one bedroom self contained studio/
cottage on working farm with fine views over the granite
rocks. Wheatbelt and transitional woodland birds. Linen
supplied. Guided visit to key sites included.
2 nights, 2-3 people $275.00.
Other options for accommodation may be available. Please ask.
For more details + photos:
Pauline.Wittwer@bigpond.com
or 0428 674 074. Farm: 9951 1225.
Members of BirdLife WA and Land for Wildlife.
Your well behaved dog is welcome.
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NAMBEELUP
Nambeelup is a 400 ha working farm
near Mandurah. It has large areas of
winter to late spring wetlands that
attract a wide range of waterfowl and
waders. It also has a very successful
commercial composting business known
as C-Wise. As part of the composting
operation it utilises the effluent run off
from a neighbouring piggery. There are
11 effluent ponds, ranging from some
that are mostly damp or drying silt,
through shallow wading ponds, to three
large deep water ponds.

It stood out because it looked like
a miniature Pectoral Sandpiper. The
variation in plumage of species adds
to the challenge and interest of bird
observing.
Ken Monson

RESCUING THE ROTTO
ROCKIES

The Rock Parrot Neophema petrophila
is a coastal species of central and
Wood Sandpiper, Nambeelup.
southern WA (subspecies petrophila)
Photo by Ken Monson
and SA (subspecies zietzi), where it
mostly breeds on rocky off-shore islands
My strongest interest has been in the
and stacks. It is of the same genus as
consistency of visitation by migratory
a number of small parrots with precarious status elsewhere
shorebirds, of which I have recorded 13 species. Once or
but no concerns have been expressed about their standing,
twice each spring/summer the ponds will be covered with
except for Rottnest Island where the population was
migratory species. At such times I have counted upward
reduced by the sale of young birds in the 1940s and 1950s
of 150 Sharp-tailed Sandpipers and Red-necked Stints,
(Johnstone and Storr, 1998).
together with a mix of Wood Sandpipers, Long-toed Stints,
While we were planning research on woodland birds in early
Pectoral Sandpipers, Common Sandpipers, and Common
2012, environmental officers at the Rottnest Island Authority
Greenshanks, etc. The ponds can also present surprises
(RIA) expressed concern that the island’s population of
and I have identified Red Knots, Golden Plovers and even
this attractive little parrot, after which Parakeet Bay, Little
Oriental Pratincoles.
Parakeet Bay and Parakeet Island derived their names, may
However, it is the consistency and site fidelity of Wood
be facing local extinction. Despite this, little is known about
Sandpipers, Long-toed Stints and Pectoral Sandpipers that
them and they badly needed study. Saunders and de Rebeira
make this site of particular interest. The number of Wood
(1993) cite a 1930s record that the parrots were common
Sandpipers reliably ranges from between 20 to 50 birds with
on Rottnest Island, being found in flocks of many dozen.
the Long-toed Stints averaging 5-6. The average number of
But by the 1950s numbers were declining, at least partly
Pectoral Sandpipers is three.
attributable to extensive taking of chicks for aviculture.
Saunders and de Rebeira were still recording flocks of up to
On my visit of 30 December 2012 I counted 25 Wood
15 birds in the 1980s and felt that the population appeared
Sandpipers, 14 Long-toed Stints, 25 Red-necked Stints,
to be gradually increasing. Unfortunately however, RIA
three Pectoral Sandpipers, eight Sharp-tailed Sandpipers,
Terrestrial Conservation Officer Cass Thomas has not heard
eight Black-fronted Plovers, 50-70 Red-capped Plovers and
of any groups of this size in recent years.
Black-winged Stilts, one Red-necked Avocet, and a flock
In September 2012 we took time out from studying
of over 50 White-fronted Chats. This was a typical day,
woodland habitat requirements of Red-capped Robins and
although the number of Long-toed Stints was the highest I
Golden Whistlers to investigate Rock Parrots spotted feeding
have counted.
on verges and in gardens of cottages in the Bathurst area
Over the last two years the number of Long-toed Stints has
at the east end of Thomson Bay. This is close to sites at
been increasing. Through September to November 2012 I
which past breeding has been recorded or indicated — the
regularly counted up to eight birds. In early December 2012
limestone cliffs near the Bathurst Lighthouse and Duck Rock
I noticed a further increase and on 30 December I counted
immediately off-shore from the lighthouse. Rock Parrots lay
14, the highest number I have seen there.
clutches of two to six eggs, mostly four, between August and
early November in slight depressions in crevices and holes
These species show incredible site fidelity, particularly for
in limestone cliff faces (Saunders and de Rebeira 1993) and
roosting, which can be down to a reliable 5 metre strip.
unused shearwater burrows (Johnstone and Storr 1998).
I have been visiting the farm and the
ponds for over five years and have
recorded 108 bird species.

The consistency of sightings and photographing has made
me aware of the variation in plumage of these little birds.
Disregarding the long toe, initially I saw them as exact,
miniature, mirror images of Sharp-tailed Sandpipers.
Like the Sharp-tailed Sandpipers their chests had varying
densities and shades of brown spots or stripes, dispersed
amongst lighter plumage, and gradually fading down to a
light or white underbelly. However, on 6 January 2013 I
photographed one particular Long-toed Stint that had very
dense, dark brown, chest feathers (with no white showing),
and rather than a gradual reduction in colour towards the
belly, it had a very clear pectoral demarcation line.
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The following observations were compiled over the week of
17-24 September 2012.
Four birds were observed feeding together on two occasions
but otherwise many encounters were made of three birds
feeding together and a single bird moving around and
feeding alone. A nasty moment for this bird as it flew up
out of a small garden enclosure was a near-miss stoop by
an Australian Hobby. All feeding appeared to be on seed of
the introduced Euphorbia peplus. There is no shortage of
this annual throughout the settlement and beyond but the
birds were only observed in a restricted area which included
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gardens and verges of cottages at Bathurst, the camping
ground, surrounds of the tennis courts, open ground south of
the Bathurst Lighthouse and on the cliff edge looking out to
Duck Rock.
Locals and visitors living in the cottages were very familiar
with these birds as were the birds with the locals! All four
birds were readily approached to within 3-4 m on the ground
and when perched low on branches beneath the canopies of
Rottnest Island Teatree Melaleuca lanceolata.
On 21 September 2012, three observers watched four birds
for half an hour at a distance of 4-6 m. The birds all had
adult plumage (distinct blue frontal bands and dark bill). One
bird was clearly a male, with more extensive and brighter
blue on the forehead and face than the other three, which
we judged to be female. No movements were observed that
indicated any birds were coming and going from a coastal/
offshore nest site. When a single bird was observed it was
always one of the female plumaged birds but whether this is
related to breeding is not clear. Johnstone and Storr (1998)
state that although only the female incubates, the male
remains nearby and feeds her near the nest several times a
day for an incubation period of about 18 days, after which
the young are fed by both parents.
Based on these observations, a banding project has
commenced to study the ‘Bathurst group’ — monitor the
fate of the observed individuals, distinguish them from any
other groups, monitor individuals throughout the seasons to
determine resource requirements (locations, food and water
sources, nesting sites) and record any recruitment into the
population through breeding or immigration. When netted,
plumage and morphological attributes are being recorded
including brood patches as evidence of breeding. Claire
Stevenson of the WA Museum is collecting DNA samples
from feathers to examine the individual relationships of
the parrots on the island, including sex confirmation, and
possibly to compare against the mainland populations.

the fresh water seepages around Government House and
Baghdad Lakes and Bickley Swamp”. Fresh water sources
on Rottnest Island have been greatly reduced by quarrying
of many of the previously freshwater wetlands, raising the
possibility that this is a critical, potentially limiting resource
for the population that could be artificially enhanced.
Follow-up trips to colour band more parrots are planned
for this year. At the same time, we are requesting that
when holidaying at Rottnest, birdos keep an eye out for
Rock Parrots and report sightings to boldparkbirdbanding@
hotmail.com, including photographs and any information on
date, location, numbers, habitat, behaviour, food source,
age and sex composition, and night roost location. Any
detailed observations from the past few years would also be
appreciated. Recent observations of Rock Parrot populations
elsewhere in the Perth region, from which birds might be
recruited to Rottnest, would also be interesting. Johnstone
and Storr (1998) note breeding on Lancelin and Wedge
Islands north of Perth, Rottnest and Carnac Island off Perth
and no sites to the south until the SW Capes.
The following information might help locate birds on
Rottnest. Saunders and de Rebeira (1993) noted birds
travelling to/breeding on Parakeet and Green Islands
and Duck, Phillip and Clune Rocks but state that the only
ones of these likely to still be used are the relatively
inaccessible Duck and Phillip Rocks. They note food plants
as the introduced, widespread Hare’s Tail (Bunny Tail)
Grass Lagurus ovatus and samphire around salt lakes and
pine seeds. Dune Cabbage (Dune Arctotheca) Arctotheca
populifolia, which grows above high tide line on beaches, is
another favourite (B. Wykes pers. obs).
References
Higgins, P.J. (Ed) (1999). ‘Handbook of Australian, New
Zealand and Antarctic Birds. Volume 4: Parrots to
Dollarbird.’ (Oxford University Press: Melbourne).

Johnstone, R.E. and Storr, G.M. (1998). ‘Handbook of
On the weekend of 8 December 2012 a team of three
Western Australian Birds, Vol 1 – Non-Passerines’.
researchers commenced banding at Bathurst. The group
(Western Australian Museum: Perth).
was observed behaving in much the same manner as in
Saunders, D.A. and de Rebeira, C.P.
September except that now they were
(1993). ‘The Birds of Rottnest.’ (DAS &
also making daily visits to a water bath
CPdeR: Guildford).
and on 4 December RIA Ranger Ron
Priemus recorded five birds at the water
Boyd Wykes and Mark Blythman
source. Despite unfavourable weather,
one bird was caught and banded. It was
aged as less than ten weeks old based on
the orange colour of the upper mandible
and sexed as likely female based on white
spots (inconspicuous underwing bar) on
the primary feathers (Higgins 1999). A
Birders à la mode, (or in some
numbered metal, Australian Bird and
distributions Birders du jour) make a
Bat Banding Scheme (ABBBS) band was
contribution to the world of
placed on the right leg and a blue plastic
Rock Parrots at the bird bath, valuable
birding.
They
are those who keep abreast
band on the left, and feathers collected.
Rottnest Island. Photo by
(a good birding word) of the latest
Jennifer Priemus
trends and set the pattern for the less
Two young birds were also observed on
fashionable.
several evenings drinking and feeding at
a storm-water basin near the Kingstown
For example, you will have noticed the above use of the term
Barracks. They flew north just after sunset, possibly heading
birders. No fashionable birder now refers to bird observers —
across Thomson Bay to Duck Rock. The project has thus
a term too reminiscent of BO.
already confirmed that the population in the Settlement
Naturally conservative dress is de rigeur, as are high quality
numbers at least four adults and is successfully breeding,
optics (Leica has the cachet) and the words binoculars and
with two or three juveniles recorded. It has also brought into
telescope must always be spoken in full. No fashionable
focus the observation by Saunders and de Rebeira (1993)
birder ever embarks on a boat to see any bird that never
that Rock Parrots are seed eaters that need to drink fresh
deigns to be in sight from the shore: such voyages are often
water “and may be seen as they fly in to drink at some of

The Great Egrets
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an early indication of the mental illness covered by the term
‘twitcher’, a term fatal to being à la mode. The very word
twitcher itself is repugnant and contact with twitchers is best
avoided at all times — the disorder has been known to be
infectious.
Sound knowledge of birds is vital (though ‘encyclopaedic’
knowledge is déclassé). For example, it is important to know
which spots to count on a Forty-spotted Pardalote, to be able
to see the red knees of a Red-kneed Dotterel and be aware
that the Red-whiskered Bulbul has no whiskers. By contrast,
it is not necessary to know why the Sharp-tail of the
Sandpiper of that name does not become blunt with usage.
In short, a range of bird esoterica helps complete the à la
mode profile, but a slight modicum of doubt about certain
recognitions, calls and habits is indispensable to support the
correct image.
As may be expected, all fashionables need a remote and
somewhat obscure ‘leadership’, equivalent to that (once)
of Dior and St Laurent to clothing. The à la mode birder
speaks of “C and B” — Christidis and Boles. These two are
necessarily remote from the chill, wind-swept bird count
and the perils of wading unknown waters: a detached
inaccessibility is appropriate for arbiters of fashion.
Leading fashion pronouncements are made in glossy and
expensive books (naturally), involving much recondite (even
incomprehensible) material, with a scintilla of appropriate
quirkiness (see their Index). A good example of their best
fashion style (taken at random) is a “relatively large genetic
distance…consistent with Hancock’s (1984) suggestion,
based on the presence of an aerial stretch display” (p. 110,
2008 edition).
How many species do you recognise that stretch as they fly?
And a “relatively large genetic distance”, “consistent with
a suggestion”, “based on the presence” has the splendidly
nebulous and imprecise basis required for the assertion of an
à la mode fact.
Fortunately the birding world, unlike that of fashion,
does not demand an annual alteration. For dress, yearly
changes of colour, hemline or fabric are important; fashion
pronouncements in the birder world are less frequent. It is
this very infrequency that maintains the role of the birder
à la mode: as soon as a new ‘generation’ of birders has
become familiar with the English and Latin names as well as
the vital taxonomic order (full knowledge of which is critical
because it has no birder value), it is time for a declaration of
change.
In this way maximum impact is achieved, with the maximum
dislocation of bird lists, a requirement for learning anew as
well as the purchase of ‘up-to-date’ bird books and further
opportunity for the birder à la mode to condescend to those
mired in earlier usages rendered unfashionable overnight.
Recently returned from a birding peregrination — another
good bird associated word, (the birder à la mode never goes
on so unfashionable an affair as an excursion or trip) — I
settled (after a good dinner) with a glass of port to read
WABN No 144. (Incidentally current fashion is for tawny
port, vintage is a mite pretentious.) I scanned the review of
the 9th edition of ‘Pizzey’. Not only did I gather that changes
therein are inconsistent to the point of being careless, but to
my incredulity I read (and I quote) “the Great Egret split…
has already been reversed, thus without an ‘Eastern’ prefix
this should now be Ardea alba.” Not only did I gulp my glass
of port, but it also required the rest of the bottle before my
stupefaction subsided.
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C and B (2008) spend a goodly number of words on creating
the Eastern Great Egret (Egretta modestus), and clearly
regard their dictum as the final settlement. Their irrefutable
decision shows clearly in the later paragraph: “One of the
more contentious issues in this [Egret] family is…” thereby
revealing that their earlier, clever creation of a species with
new names, both English and Latin, to be simply without
dispute.
But it is not so. It is “reversed”. We have lost the ‘sober,
restrained’ egret (the modestus) to return to the ‘white’
(the alba). And Eastern is gone, so removing opportunity for
learned discourse about the peculiarity of such a name in
the west. Why was this not made evident before? With bird
lists again outdated, solecisms spoken and inevitably, status
lowered, how is the modish birder to cope?
There remains an unpleasant feeling that the fashionable
bird world could collapse under the weight of its own
pretentiousness. It occurred with Parisian fashion almost
without warning, and it is now apparent that a similar
cataclysm may overtake the bird world.
Consequently this article is written to suggest all fashionable
birders go to ground and avoid all bird connections until a
new and (it is to be profoundly hoped) sensible mode of
approach appears.
Stock up with port and stay out of sight.
Reference
Christidis, L., and Boles, W. E. (2008). ‘Systematics and
Taxonomy of Australian Birds.’ (CSIRO: Collingwood,
Vic.)
Bruce Buchanan

Regent Parrots
The June 2012 edition of Western Australian Bird Notes
contained an article that I contributed concerning the large
numbers of Regent Parrots I had seen at Dalyellup in the
summers of 2010/11 and 2011/12. I can now report that
they have once again returned, and my observations suggest
that they are even more numerous.
This place, which is just south of Bunbury, is a new
development, and in the planning, several wide strips of
native bushland were retained as possum corridors. These
go through the centre of the area and connect with larger
reserves nearby. This is also very beneficial to the birdlife,
and many species make use of it. Some are permanent
residents, and others, such as Regent Parrots, use it
seasonally. The vegetation includes old, tall Tuarts and
Jarrahs and lots of Peppermint trees as well as understory
plants. There are several species of acacias (botanical
names not known), one being particularly abundant, and at
this time of the year they are loaded with seed pods that
the Regents are feasting on. They are also feeding on the
abundant seeds of the Peppermint trees, and I have often
seen them biting into the bark of dead branches in search of
insect larvae.
The flocks contain some juveniles, noisily demanding to be
fed. There are usually some Australian Ringnecks and Redcapped Parrots joining in this early morning activity and
sometimes also a few Western Rosellas.
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At a place where I regularly see many Regent Parrots, there
was one occasion when I estimated that there were close to
100 of these birds, either feeding, resting or flying between
nearby trees.

excited to observe a pair of Grey Falcon soaring high above
the adjacent trees. After an initial sighting we were able to
watch the pair for some time, it appeared to be a couple of
minutes, a magical time.

Notwithstanding that they are colourful birds, they blend
very well with the foliage of the plants that they are feeding
on. One acacia that I initially thought to be hosting a dozen
or so of them, in fact had many more. Some 30 birds
suddenly flew out of it, followed a few seconds later by
another 20.

Finally, watching a male Spotted Pardalote excavate a nest
hole in the low bank of the Pink Lake Road on Rottnest,
was a wonderful spectacle. Lana had heard the pardalote
previously and subsequently we were able to observe the
male digging out the hole. Then the female was absent, may
have been in the hole, while the male kept in touch with
his contact call from the branches of the overhanging Tuart
tree. The Spotted Pardalote has been recorded as casual on
Rottnest Island (Johnstone and Storr 1998) but this maybe
the first record of an attempt at breeding.

It will be interesting to see how long the flocks stay this year.
Two years ago they stayed until March but last year they
were gone before the end of January. Whatever the length of
the visit, it is nice to be able to see this species doing so well
in this part of the country.
Mavis Norgard

Reference
Johnstone, R. E., and Storr, G. M. (1998). ‘The Handbook of
Western Australian Birds’. (Western Australian Museum:
Perth.)
Peter Coyle

SOME FABULOUS BIRD SIGHTINGS
IN 2012
My first time in the Rudall River National Park took me to
the Desert Queen Baths, a series of pools of cool water in
a magnificent gorge. Outside the gorge was an opportunity
to spot desert birds. Our group was treated with a raptor
soaring high along the outside of the cliffs. We weren’t sure
at first but the raptor did a number of fly pasts enabling
a photo opportunity for Tom Grove
(Coates Wildlife Tours). The raptor was
a Spotted Harrier and the high soaring
was new to us.

RINGNECKS AT MUKINBUDIN
We were probably not even 1 km north of Mukinbudin when
we spotted these two birds grazing on the edge of the road.
Like a lot of Australian Ringnecks in the wheatbelt at this
time of year they were so busy feeding on grain from the
wheat trucks that they hardly bothered
moving off the road.
As I went past and caught a glimpse of
the orange colouring I turned around
hoping it would still be there. As you can
see from the photo they were. My wife,
Sharon and I took a few photos before
they flew into a nearby tree where we
were able to get more shots.

A single Baillon’s Crake at Cave Hill,
50 km west of Widgiemooltha in the
Great Western Woodlands, was the next
fabulous sighting for me. Twice, at just
after four in the afternoon, Lana Tinsley
(Tasmania) and I were able to enjoy ten
The sighting was about 3 pm on
minute views of this very small crake as
Saturday afternoon 1 December 2012.
it fed along the water’s edge as well as
Australian
Ringneck,
Phil Lewis
wading into the pool to take creatures
Mukinbudin. Photo by Peter
from the surface of the water. It
occasionally retreated to hide amongst
Lewis
the crevices provided by the granite
pieces left over from the building of the
woodline dam and its catchment. The crake was apparently
living in dense vegetation, behind the loose rocks, within ten
metres of the water. The ‘Handbook of Western Australian
Birds’ records that “the Baillon’s Crake can be close to
the coast at Esperance” rather than inland north-west of
In introducing the revised edition of their popular book
Norseman. (Johnstone and Storr 1998).
on Rottnest Island birds, Saunders and de Rebeira (1993)

Brown Goshawk at nest on
Rottnest Island

Crested Bellbirds are often heard but I have had difficulty
finding them perched on a shrub or tree as they seem to be
ventriloquists and hard to find. However, on the Ann Beadell
Highway at Neale Junction they have been seen feeding on
the edge of the road within two metres of eager observers.
Both Lana and I saw Crested Bellbirds, three weeks apart
on Great Victoria Desert trips, while they were completely
oblivious to each of us.
Also along the White Cliffs Road, about 50 km east of
Laverton, our group, including keen birders, Kerry Cowie
(WA office volunteer) and Richard Blomfield, NSW, was

Page 24

note that bird communities are by nature dynamic and that
any such a book “is likely to be out of date as soon as it
is written”. An excellent example for Rottnest Island is the
Brown Goshawk, which they list as ‘vagrant’ - species “which
turn up in ones and twos, then disappear” but which was
considered ‘resident’ by Mather (2009) based on intermittent
sightings during BAWA bushbird surveys between 2000
and 2008 and confirmed as breeding in the September
2011 surveys (Mather 2011). The enclosed photographs
of Brown Goshawks at a nest were taken by Sally Keady
when holidaying at Rottnest with her mother, well known
Margaret River wildlife artist Pat Negus. Pat sighted the
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Brown Goshawk,
Rottnest Island.
Photo by Sally
Keady

Brown Goshawks at a nest on
13 November 2012 at the top
of a Tuart tree, in the middle
of a row of Tuarts along the
southern boundary of the golf
club, adjacent to the road to
the clubhouse. She was divebombed by one of the adults
on that occasion but took these
pictures when the birds showed
no such concern when she
returned the next day. The bird
was carrying a large reptile,
possibly a snake.

In establishing a residential,
breeding presence, the Brown
Goshawk adds a new dynamic
to the island’s avifauna as the
only resident raptor specialising
in feeding on smaller birds.
The status of another predator of small birds, the Australian
Hobby warrants monitoring at Rottnest Island. Also listed
as ‘vagrant’ by Saunders and de Rebeira (1993), and not
recorded during the bushbird surveys (Mather 2009, 2011),
I recorded an Australian Hobby stoop on a Rock Parrot as it
flew up from a yard in the Bathurst Cottages in September
2012, missing its prey by a whisker.
References
Mather, S. (2009). The bushbirds of Rottnest Island. Western
Australian Bird Notes 132, 1-5.
Mather, S. (2011). Rottnest Island bushbird census, 10-11
September 2011. Western Australian Bird Notes 140,
3-6.
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Boyd Wykes

Willie Wagtails
We were lucky enough to have some Willie Wagtails make
a nest right outside our office window in Leederville in late
December 2012. They managed to raise three chicks, and
in the first weeks of January we saw them flying in and out
of the nest non-stop all day, carrying
food for the little ones.
When the adults were at the nest, the
chicks were plaintively screeching for
food — even when the parents were
trying to shade them in the heat we
had throughout the New Year break.
They were boisterous little creatures,
but as soon as the parents moved
on they sat still in their nest looking
at us with dour expressions. As they
quickly grew from all the feeding, the
nest was steadily getting too small
for all three of them, as well.
We were following this family quite
closely; it was a great topic in the

office about how they were going. We really enjoyed having
them around, but we did wonder about their timing.
Unfortunately, when we came to work on a Monday, the nest
was no more. There were some strands of it still stuck in the
tree, where it had been torn apart. There was a little body
underneath the nest; the other two were missing, and we
presumed that they were taken by a predator. The adults
were still around and calling, but after a few days they have
quietened down — although just as I wrote this there was
that familiar call, and jaunty little shape on the top of the
building opposite…

Piers Higgs

The Black-tailed Godwit in
South-Western Australia
Although uncommon in the south-west of Western Australia,
the Black-tailed Godwit can be seen most years on one of the
many wetlands of the Swan Coastal Plain, where its habitat
can be a permanent fresh water wetland, an ephemeral
wetland or a salt water estuary. It sometimes turns up at
inland sites such as Katanning and Kalgoorlie, and has been
recorded occasionally at Eyre.
Though the Black-tailed Godwit is common in the north-west
of Australia (thousands of birds occur in Roebuck Bay), once
south of Carnarvon, records become scarce. Black-tailed and
Bar-tailed Godwits are often found in mixed flocks and are
likely to migrate south together, but the Black-tailed is much
less common than the Bar-tailed in the south-west. In flight,
the Black-tailed is easily distinguished by the white wing bars
and white rump.
Depending on water levels there are a number of wetlands
where chances of seeing a Black-tailed Godwit are more
likely. Over the past two years, this species has been present
at Lake Joondalup and Lake McLarty over summer. Other
sites where sightings have been made are shown in Table 1.
In January 2012 and 2013 some birds were reported to be
in breeding plumage. Sightings of birds in breeding plumage
are uncommon and have also been reported in March and
June. There are few observations of Black-tailed Godwits
over the winter months on the Swan Coastal Plain.

Willie Wagtail with chicks in nest,
Leederville. Photo by Piers Higgs
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I have looked at 276 records,
covering the period 1983 to 2013, of
Black-tailed Godwits for the southwest of Western Australia. Many
of the records (45%) came from
one site, Lake McLarty, and the
remainder (55%) came from other
locations in the south-west. There
are records from approximately 40
sites. The highest number of birds
recorded at one site in the southwest has been at Lake McLarty (65
birds) (Table 1). Analysis of these
records showed that over the past 30
years the number of migrating Blacktailed Godwits has been on a down
ward trend.
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Table 1. Sites where the Black-tailed Godwit has been observed in the south-west of Western Australia. HC denotes highest
count for that site.
Location

Year

HC

Alfred Cove

1997

6

Amarillo Pool

1991

28

Benger Swamp

1974

2

Shire

Location

Year

HC

Melville

Kanidal Beach, EBO

1990

4

Shire
Dundas

Rockingham

Karakin

1991

1

Gingin

Harvey

Kogolup Lake

1997

6

Cockburn

Bibra Lake

1983

4

Cockburn

Leeuwin-Naturaliste NP

1988

1

AugustaMargaret
River

Claremont Lake

1989

1

Claremont

Leschenault Inlet

1999

1

Harvey

Collie River, mouth of

1987

3

Harvey

Lake Gore

1984

1

Esperance

Como

1984

1

South Perth

Lake McLarty

1989

65

Coramup Creek,
Esperance

1985

5

Esperance

Lake Shaster farm

2006

1

Ravensthorpe

1996

2

Waroona

Murray

Coyrecup

1983

1

Katanning

Martins Tank, Yalgorup
NP

Creery Wetlands

1993

49

Mandurah

North Lake

1996

1

Cockburn

Emu Point, Albany

1983

12

Albany

Oyster Harbour, Albany

85-92

1

Albany

Ewan's Lake, Mullett
Lake

1984

1

Esperance

Peel Inlet

1996

28

Murray

Forrestdale Lake

1982

13

Armadale

Pelican Point

81-91

1

Nedlands

Goegrup Lake

1988

1

Mandurah

Thomsons Lake

1983

15

Cockburn

Guraga Lake, Gingin

1988

3

Gingin

Vasse-Wonnerup
Estuary

1986

18

Busselton

Harvey River Estuary

1996

4

Murray

Wellstead Estuary

1993

1

Herdsman Lake

1991

1

Stirling

Wilson Inlet, Hay River

1988

34

Ibis Lake, Narrogin

1985

1

Narrogin

Wittecarra Creek

1984

4

Northampton

Joondalup Lake

2011

6

Joondalup

Yangebup

1983

1

Cockburn

Kalgoorlie Sewage
Ponds

1988

1

KalgoorlieBoulder

Jerramungup
Denmark

This is noticeable at Lake McLarty, where all the highest
annual counts over the last decade are considerably lower
than the average of the highest counts for the previous
decade (Figure 1). The trend is also apparent across the
south-west — Figures 2 and 3 show the highest annual
counts of Black-tailed Godwit in the south-west of Western
Australia excluding Lake McLarty.
Numbers of Black-tailed Godwit sighted in the south-west of
Western Australia have not exceeded ten since 1999. Most
recent records have been in the range of three to six birds.
Based on the available data I estimate that the number of
Black-tailed Godwits migrating annually to the lower southwest is in the range of 10 to 15 birds. In the most recent
bird action plan (Garnett et al. 2011), the population of the
Black-tailed Godwit visiting Australia is classified as Near
Threatened, indicating that it is a species that requires
monitoring.
Reference
Garnett, S., Szabo, J., and Dutson, G. (2011). ‘The Action
Plan for Australian Birds 2010.’ (CSIRO Publishing:
Melbourne.)
Marcus Singor
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Black-tailed Godwit in flight with a flock of Bartailed Godwits (see also p2). Photo by Laurie
Boyle
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Figure 1. Highest annual number of Black-tailed Godwits observed at Lake McLarty from 1989 to 2013.

Figure 2. Highest annual number of Black-tailed Godwits migrating to the south-west of Western Australia from 1983 to
2000. Data excludes Lake McLarty.

Figure 3. Highest annual number of Black-tailed Godwits migrating to the south-west of Western Australia from 2001 to
2013. Data excludes Lake McLarty.
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Hooded Robins at Dryandra
Woodland
At the end of September last year I was on my annual visit
to Dryandra Woodland. I visited the site where there has
been a breeding pair of Hooded Robins for many years and
saw the male robin feed his mate quite near to the previous
year’s nest in the dead branches of a large fallen tree. A little
later I saw what I thought was the female feeding on the
ground with the male nearby but when they both flew onto
a low branch I saw that one of the birds was a male in subadult plumage. They were quickly joined by the female, the
three birds perching closely together while the female was
fed by the adult male. I then watched the female fly to the
nest in the dead branches of another fallen tree about 50
metres from the nest of the previous year which contained
two well feathered young.
Two days later I went to the area again and the sub-adult
alarmed and appeared agitated when I was at least 80
metres from the nest site, the young now out of the nest but
being fed on the ground nearby. On subsequent visits the
sub-adult was always around, but I did not see him helping
to feed the young. I have never before observed this kind of
behaviour involving a Hooded Robin sub-adult.
Evelyn Meek

RECORDS OF BUFF-BANDED RAIL
FROM ROTTNEST ISLAND

recorded from the island, including vagrants. None of these
lists included Buff-banded Rail Gallirallus philippensis.
In south-western Australia, the Buff-banded Rail was
regarded as “Moderately common” by Storr and Johnstone
(1988). They noted most records were made from
September to March and that the species was breeding
on Lancelin Island and was “transient on …? Rottnest”.
Johnstone and Storr (1998) regarded it as “Locally
moderately common …, but generally scarce.” They stated
the distribution as “casual or in transit …Rottnest”. The
question mark in reference to the occurrence of the Buffbanded Rail on Rottnest Island in Storr and Johnstone
(1988) is interesting, but understandable, as there were
no published records of the species on the island then and
no mention of it in Storr’s private notes from his time in
the island (Storr in litt. 1953-1962). The question mark
had disappeared from the reference to Rottnest Island in
Johnstone and Storr (1998) which is surprising as there were
no published records of the Buff-banded Rail on the island
until 2001 when two birds were recorded on 11 February on
the edge of Lake Baghdad (Davis et al. 2001). Since then
one bird was recorded on the edge of Herschell Lake on 5
November 2001 and again on 10 November 2001 (Birds
Australia Atlas 2 records). In addition, Birds Australia Atlas
2 records contain reports of Buff-banded Rail listed from
Rottnest Island 4 and 6 December 2001, 10 February 2002
and 15 November 2003.
I was on the island from 24 October to 3 November 2012
staying at Longreach Bay. From 0700-0745 hrs on 30
October 2012 I was photographing birds on the northern
edge of Lake Baghdad (31o59’28.00S; 115o31’02.12E), near
the turnoff to Little Parakeet Bay, when I saw a Buff-banded
Rail (Figure 1) emerge onto samphire flats from low, thick
vegetation dominated by Acanthocarpus preissii and rushes.
The bird foraged on the samphire flats for most of the time
I watched it. At 0915 the next day, I saw one Buff-banded
Rail foraging on samphire flats on the edge of Lake Baghdad,
about 100 m west of where I watched the bird the previous
day. I assume that it was the same individual as I only saw
one bird on each occasion and I was observing the bird for
nearly 45 minutes on 30 October and for over 15 minutes
on the 31st. From the chestnut stripe through the eye and
on the shoulder and breast it was
probably an adult. On neither
occasion did the bird show any
sign of being perturbed by my
presence, but spent much of the
time foraging on the samphire
flats. During the 344 days I have
spent on Rottnest Island, this is
the first time I have seen a Buffbanded Rail on the island.

The birds of Rottnest Island have been well studied since
Lawson (1905) published the first annotated list of the birds
of the island based on his two-week visit to the island in
1904. Since then there have been three comprehensive
accounts of the avifauna of the island based on extended
field work. The first was by Storr (1964, 1965a, b) who
made 62 trips to the island between 1953 and 1962,
spending a total of 275 days on
the island. Storr’s annotated
lists included observations of
a number of his colleagues,
including Glauert (1929). The
second was by Saunders and de
Rebeira (1993) and was based
on field work between 1980 and
1992 during which 56 visits were
made to the island over a total
of 326 days. During that period,
37 surveys of the birds of the
salt lakes and swamps and 33
surveys of the birds of the coast
were conducted. In addition, all
other bird habitats on the island
were searched. The third was by
Saunders and de Rebeira (2009)
who summarised the results of all
of their surveys, including lakes
Figure 1a. Buff-banded Rail on the
and coast surveys in September
2007, and those of Western
northern edge of Lake Baghdad, Rottnest
Australian ornithologists up
Island on 30 October 2012. Photo by Denis
to 2007. All of these accounts
Saunders.
provided lists of all species
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Crossword No. 14
by Pam Agar

CLUES
Across

1

2

3

4

5

6

4.
7.
9.
11.
12.
14.
16.
17.
20.
25.

Woodswallows may do this for a protected spot.
Important role in any project.
Describes most sandpipers’ bills.
These viewers will lessen chances of sightings.
Penguin nursery.
Station purchased by Birds Australia in 1997.
This person has an extra duty on a day’s outing.
Observatory, originally a telegraph station.
Reef, NW of WA where tropicbirds breed.
Knowledge of this may be necessary to separate
sub-species.
26. Distance from wing-tip to wing-tip.
27. More correct name for Little Falcon.
28. Abbreviation for viewing apparatus.

7
8
9

10

11

12

13
14
15

16
17
19

20

21

18

22
23

24

25
26

27

28

DOWN
1. Waterhen with flattened lobes on toes.
2. An Asian Dowitcher could be … out from Bar-tailed
Godwits by its straighter bill.
3. A bird soaring high could be one.
4. Good lake for birding in Perth.
5. Binoculars … telescopes make viewing easier.
6. A Jacana walks on these leaves with ease.
8. From Broome, waders …….. to the south.
9. Only kingfisher native to south-western WA.
10. May need to be visited for historical information.
13. Display platform.
15. North American zoological zone.
18. To widen range.
19. Tongue-tip of honey-eaters.
21. Attribute of waders ready to leave Broome for Asia.
22. Likely place for a songlark display.
23. Back of neck.
24. Black front of Pied Butcherbird.

See page 50 for Answers
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Notices
2013 Great Cocky Count
– Sunday 7 April at sunset
Join up for WA’s biggest survey for Carnaby’s BlackCockatoo! The fifth Great Cocky Count (GCC) will take
place for one hour at sunset on Sunday 7 April. This
community-driven annual survey aims to count as many
Carnaby’s as possible at their night-time roost sites on a
single night each April.
Roosts are places where black-cockatoos rest at night.
Important information on the location of critical roosting
habitat for cockatoos is collected through the GCC, and is
increasing with every survey completed. The 2012 GCC
found there has been a 40% decline since 2010 in the
number of Carnaby’s in the Perth region, where we have
three continuous years of robust survey data.
Survey sites are located all over south-west WA, so there’s
a good chance there’s a spot nearby that needs you! Get
more information and register as a volunteer at www.
birdlife.org.au/carnabys/great-cocky-count.
We need to find more night roosts for both white-tailed and
red-tailed cockies. For more information about the GCC or
to tell us about a roost site, contact Tamara Kabat
on 9287 2204 or 0457 333177
or greatcockycount@birdlife.org.au.

COMMUNITY EDUCATION
COMMITTEE
Winter Bird Classes
June 22nd & 23rd and
July 20th & 21st 2013
The BirdLife WA Community Education
Committee will once again be running a
series of Winter Bird Classes
at the WA ECO CENTRE
167 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat, WA.
Presenters: John Blyth, Frank O’Connor, Rod
Smith and Brice Wells
Date:

Sat - June 22nd — Kingfishers,
Bowerbirds and Finches
Sun - June 23rd — Bird Intelligence
and Birds and Climate Change

The Great Cocky Count is funded by Perth Region NRM through
the Australian Government’s Caring for our Country program.

Sat July 20th — WA Endemics and
Australian Ducks & Geese
Sun July 21st — Breeding Strategies

RANGELANDS SURVEYS 2013
July 22 – August 3
Combine your birding interests and a visit
to rarely visited areas to further scientific
knowledge.
Join us for our annual visit to rangelands properties,
managed by the Dept of Environment and
Conservation. This year we hope to visit two areas in
the Murchison — Lakeside and Thundelarra.
Two weeks of dedicated work — approximately 5 x 30min surveys per day; a total of 50 surveys for the trip
(double that if we can manage two teams) — will record
species present, provide valuable baseline data and
information to inform future management. You will
need to be fully independent for camping, preferably
with a 4WD vehicle. Experience with GPS use is helpful
but not essential.

Registration: 8.45am
Class:

9.00am – 12.30pm –morning tea
provided

Cost:

$15 per class, to be paid on the day.

Bookings: Phone the BirdLife Western
Australia office on 9383 7749
during office hours, Mon-Fri
9.30am – 12.30pm or email: wa@
birdlife.org.au
State your name, a contact number,
email address and the date of the
sessions you wish to attend.

To register your interest, contact any of the following:
George & Pam Agar: agar@openaccess.com.au
John & Ruth Luyer: john@hibeach.net
Ed & Alyson Paull: edward.paull@bigpond.com
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Notices
Seventh Biennial
Australasian Ornithological
Conference
BIRDLIFE WESTERN AUSTRALIA
(BWA)
is offering

Postgraduate Student Sponsorship
to assist attendance at the AOC in
Auckland, New Zealand,
4-7 December 2013
Sponsorships of $750 are offered for post graduate
students who are studying in Western Australia.
These will be allocated on the basis of the merit, quality
and relevance of submitted abstracts. The cut-off date for
the submission of abstracts is 30th June 2013.
BWA will notify successful applicants by e-mail or
post by 31st July 2013. Funding of $750 will then be
forwarded and acknowledged to these people at the
AOC2013.
The conditions of this sponsorship are that applicants:
• Are enrolled for a postgraduate degree that is
relevant to ornithology
• Are studying in Western Australia
• Have registered to attend the AOC2013 for at
least one day
• Are prepared to present a paper at this
conference
• Have not received any other subsidy or grant to
attend the AOC2013.
Enquiries to be directed to:
Suzanne Mather
AOC2013, BirdLife Western Australia
167 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat WA 6014
E-mail: suzannemather@bigpond.com

New WA members
The following WA people joined BirdLife Australia during
the period 1 November 2012 to 31 January 2013. We
look forward to meeting you at our excursions and
general meetings.
T Ballinger, J Fisher, F Forster, R Fox, H Mather,
P M McDonald, J McMullan, A Miller, P and S Netscher,
E Rosenberg, E Smith, A Spinks and C Van Delft
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Donations and bequests to
BirdLife Western Australia
Tax-deductible donations, specifically for BirdLife Western
Australia, can be made to BirdLife Western Australia through
our office at Peregrine House. A tax-deductible receipt will be
issued.
Donations will then be held in an account so that they
can be accounted for through the national office each
year in accordance with the Federal Taxation Department
requirements.
Such donations, unless specified by the donor for a particular
purpose, will be used to assist in meeting the objectives of the
organisation. The details of this will be decided by the Executive
Committee, guided by the finance policy of the branch.
Bequests can also be made specifically for the branch with
the same process. Information on how to make a bequest to
BirdLife Western Australia can be found on the BirdLife website.
Suzanne Mather
Chair, BirdLife Western Australia
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PELICAN POINT
In the hope of re-kindling community interest in and
care for the Pelican Point A-Class Nature Reserve,
BirdLife WA will join with the Swan Estuary Reserves
Action Group (SERAG Inc.) in holding a celebration
to commemorate a visit HRH Prince Philip, Duke of
Edinburgh, made in 1963.
The event is scheduled for Wednesday 27 March
2013 at 4.00 pm and will include a talk, a display
of historic and other photographs, a walk and
refreshments.
Among the photographs will be some taken by the
Prince during his visit, kindly supplied by the Palace.
To register your interest in attending and for further
details, please contact SERAG Inc. on 9339 2439,
or by email on oneillc@westnet.com.au.
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Could suburban gardens help to
save native wildlife?
Front gardens in Perth might be havens for native
birds and other animals according to Murdoch University PhD student, Rafeena Boyle.
She will be carrying out surveys in gardens in
the Cities of Cockburn, Mandurah, Stirling and
Joondalup, as well as other regions, this spring. She
is hoping to attract a team of volunteers to help
with data collection, which will involve walking
around neighbourhoods, observing plants in front
gardens, conducting bird surveys and delivering
questionnaires. It is hoped that the results of the
survey will help environmental managers support
native animals in urban areas, by informing better
management techniques and guidelines, as well as
local environmental programs.
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ALBANY BRANCH
13 November 2012, Manypeaks area / Bettys Beach
We had another invitation to visit Doug Russell’s property
which is located close to the Mount Manypeaks Nature
Reserve and were not disappointed with the number
of bushbirds we observed. The
highlight of our walk through
the area Doug has set aside for
conservation was our encounter
with three Tawny Frogmouths, two
of which kindly remained close-by
for our photographer John Dart.
Waterfowl numbers were quite low
and the Wood Sandpipers we had
hoped to see were not present due
to high water levels in the dam. To
escape the exceedingly friendly fly
population, we headed to Bettys
Beach for lunch. A brief stop en
route resulted in some of us hearing
the call of a Western Bristlebird.

many years this course had been run by the Albany Summer
School and when it was discontinued a few years ago, the
local BirdLife branch stepped in and has since been running
a free course to help local bird enthusiasts learn more about
the birds in the region. Ray Garstone, Brad Kneebone,
Wayne Zadow and Anne Bondin
volunteered their time as tutors and
Greenskills, CoastWest and South
Coast NRM kindly provided support.
The first day provided many good
sightings including Great Crested
Grebe at Lake Seppings, a pair of
Rainbow Bee-eaters with a nest
along Bon Accord Road and the
resident Australian Owlet-nightjar
peering out of its hollow at Prideaux
Road Reserve. Day two was spent
at Kamballup where we looked for
species not usually encountered
in Albany itself and added Singing
Honeyeater, Weebill and Rufous
Treecreeper to the list.

11 December 2012, Prideaux
Road Reserve /Two Peoples Bay

The last day was dedicated to
Tawny Frogmouth, Mt Manypeaks.
We started the morning with a walk
shorebird identification at Morley
through Prideaux Road Reserve
Photo by John Dart
Beach where water levels continued
encountering pretty much everything
to be high. The number and variety
except for the promised Rainbow
of shorebirds present was still rather
Bee-eaters which had been observed
limited with Common Greenshank,
there since late October. However, close looks at Carnaby’s
Red-necked Stint, Sharp-tailed and Curlew Sandpiper
Black-Cockatoo and a Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo were also a
amongst the northern hemisphere migrants observed. There
treat. Dusky Woodswallows were feeding young and Purplewere also Red-capped Plovers, Red-necked Avocets and
crowned Lorikeets screeched by overhead. We continued on
Black-winged Stilts.
to the Kalgan River estuary where we observed a variety of
shorebirds including Bar-tailed Godwit, Great Knot and Grey
Hoping to find some additional shorebird species the group
Plover. Soon Christmas lunch called and we headed out to
moved on to Lake Nenamup at the eastern end of Wilson
Two Peoples Bay where the magpies were waiting for their
Inlet. The lake’s water levels were also fairly high attracting
share from the lunch table. The species tally for the day was
large numbers of waterfowl including ducks, cormorants,
a very respectable 67.
spoonbills and herons. The spotting ’scopes had barely
been set up when Brad Kneebone announced that he was
16 December 2012, Shorebird identification workshop
looking at a species he had never seen before. Now the
tutor’s identification skills were put to the test. The fairly
A recent article in the Albany Advertiser had obviously
small-sized shorebird with the unusual bill was indeed a
created much interest as 25 participants turned up to
bird they had not previously laid eyes upon. With the aid of
find out more about shorebirds. The half-day workshop
guide books the bird was soon identified as a Broad-billed
(supported by GreenSkills, CoastWest and South Coast NRM)
Sandpiper. According to the Shorebird 2020 database it is a
was run by Brad Kneebone and Anne Bondin at Wilson Inlet’s
species which has not been recorded in the region before.
Morley Beach.
Weather conditions were ideal, but large parts of Morley
Beach were still under water due to recent high tides and
heavy rainfall, causing a significant reduction in shorebird
numbers. Even first-time observers had no difficulties in
identifying the Red-necked Avocet which was recently
recorded at the unusual location of Cheyne Beach, east of
Albany. Things proved a little more complicated when the
’scopes were trained on a small flock of Red-necked Stints,
but before long most participants were confident enough
to tell them apart from the Red-capped Plovers which were
foraging on the same patch of exposed mud. Common
Greenshank, Sharp-tailed Sandpiper and Black-winged Stilt
were also present.
9 –11 January, Summer bird identification course

Future outings
Excursions will take place on Tuesday, 9 April, 14 May and 11
June. More details about destinations, where to meet, etc,
will be made available on E-news. You can also check the
Albany Bird Group’s website:
http://sites.google.com/site/albanybirds/Home
Excursion leaders will be either Ray Garstone (PH: 9844
7540), Brad Kneebone (PH: 9845 2233) or Anne Bondin
(PH: 9844 1793). Feel free to contact any of us for further
information.
Anne Bondin

This year was the 30th anniversary for the annual summer
bird identification course held in Albany each January. For
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CAPE TO CAPE BIRD GROUP
Sunday 17 March: Excursion — Proposed Donovan
Street Reserve in Augusta
Meet at 8.00am at the car park at the end of Pelican Rise for
a walk in the Donovan Street bush. As you enter Augusta
from the north, turn left into Donovan Street, left into
Blackwood Avenue, then right into Pelican Rise. You will
find the car park to the left at the end of the road, near
the Hardy Inlet. As it may be hot, this excursion will finish
around 10.00 am.
For BirdLife Australia members and the general public.
Leader: Roger Crabtree
Thursday 11 April: Mid week half-day excursion —
Cape Naturaliste
Meet at 8.30am at the car park at Sugarloaf Rock. We shall
look for Red-tailed Tropicbirds and other seabirds and carry
on to the lighthouse and Bunkers Bay.
For BirdLife Australia members and the general public.
Leader: Christine Wilder
Saturday 4 May: Half-day excursion — East Witchcliffe
Reserve
Meet at 8.00 am 200 metres past the intersection of Mill
Road and Pilgrim Way (entry to property 258). The excursion
to this 50 ha shire reserve of Marri-Jarrah forest will include
training in conducting 2 ha, 20 minute Bird Atlas counts.
For BirdLife Australia members and the general public.
Leader: Boyd Wykes
For further details on any of the above, please contact
Christine Wilder on cwilderone@yahoo.com.au or Boyd
Wykes on majyx@iinet.net.au.

MEETING AND EXCURSION REPORTS
Meeting: Dr Ian Rooke’s research on Silvereyes of the
South-West relating to grape damage

of the group had not seen Western Gerygones and were
delighted to have excellent views of two feeding on the
ground. Western Spinebills were plentiful, cockatoos wheeled
about and a Swamp Harrier passed overhead, which then
led to discussion about birds of prey. At morning tea, some
of us commented on the lack of waterbirds, when at that
moment, a wood duck glided by. Later the group drove on
to the rapids crossing near the confluence of the river and
found a feeding flock of birds including Western White-naped
Honeyeaters and Scarlet Robins. 23 species were seen on a
most enjoyable morning. Thanks to Christine for showing us
a beautiful part of our river.
Jennifer Hunt
Vasse-Wonnerup Estuary system, Busselton
The 19th January was a perfect day for viewing waterbirds.
Ten of us joined Boyd Wykes at the car park near Wonnerup
House. After a short introduction from Boyd, we made our
way to the bird hide and set up the telescopes. BirdLife WA
had very kindly donated a new telescope to the group, which
was very much appreciated. Thirty four species were seen
in and around the bird hide, including a Wood Sandpiper,
which for some was a new bird. A Little Eagle put on a
fantastic show, giving everyone the opportunity to identify
the underwing features.
After an hour or so we moved on to a shady viewing area
in McCormick Street for morning tea. This is a great place
to view the birds and there was a lot of activity on the
water with ibis, spoonbills, ducks, swans, stilts, avocets and
cormorants and a lone greenshank providing a beautiful
sight.
Our last stop was at Windward Green, where we were able
to view the estuary from a sand bank near the road. There
were thousands of birds in the distant heat shimmer. Over
400 Banded Stilts were counted, along with one Red-capped
Plover and one Glossy Ibis. Australasian Pipits, White-fronted
Chats and Welcome Swallows perched on the fence next to
the roadway for everyone to have a good look.

The Cape to Cape Bird Group’s first evening meeting on 5
November 2012 attracted a large group to hear Dr Ian Rooke
reprise his fascinating 1980s research on Silvereyes. Many
of us were unaware of just how much work was undertaken
at that time to gain a detailed understanding of the region’s
abundant Silvereye population, vital to the ecologies of
many coastal fruit-bearing species, the species’ expansion
of diet to grapes which brought them into direct conflict
with the expanding viticulture industry, and the various
means investigated to manage the damage. One statistic
alone is enough to summarise the extent of this research:
11 000 birds banded, including many colour-banded with
their territories and movements mapped. Ian’s work was not
only pioneering but remains the foremost avian research
conducted in the south-west region.

A water bomber, another helicopter and two single engine
planes surprised us by flying low over the wetland system,
especially as they repeated this four times, putting up
the birds each time. As the water is too shallow for water
bombers to utilise, we hope this is an isolated incident.

Boyd Wykes

Eastern Osprey,
Lancelin jetty (see
report, p39). Photo by
Barry Heinrich

Canebrake Picnic Site, Margaret River
Twelve keen birdwatchers met Christine Wilder at Canebrake
on 11 November 2012 for a pleasant walk beside the
Margaret River. Before morning tea, the group bird-watched
around the picnic area, campground, over the ford and into
the Jarrah/Marri forest on the other side of the river. Some

Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 145 March 2013

Thanks to Boyd for leading a great morning’s birding with a
total of 52 species seen.
Christine Wilder
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ESPERANCE BIRD OBSERVERS’ GROUP
Shorebird 2020 Project Manager visits Esperance
In early November 2012 South Coast Natural Resource
Management and the Esperance Bird Observers’ Group
hosted a 2-day visit from Golo Mauer, Shorebird 2020 Project
Manager, which included workshops, field trips, schools visits
and social interaction.
At a dinner on the first night, Golo introduced a gathering
of local birders to the intricacies of identification of our
local shorebirds, giving them a taste of what to expect the
next day. Even the question “what is a shorebird” seemed
confusing, let alone the finer points of colour, size and why
the little brown bird on the lake edge is called a Red-necked
Stint?
The next day was a mixture of workshops and a session
at the Esperance Golf Club Lake where some cooperative
shorebirds allowed themselves to be identified and counted.
For some of the attendees it was a refresher course but
for others it was their first introduction to shorebirds,
their habits and the skills required to count large numbers
of these wonderful birds, at a distance and in difficult
conditions, while enduring their skittish behaviour.
A few hardy souls joined Golo on Lake Bannitup at 5.00am
the next morning to hone their counting skills. Lake Bannitup

has been surveyed regularly by EBOG members for the last
18 months and on the morning in question, there was a
total of 7,500 birds on the lake, including ducks. Among the
shorebirds were Red-capped Plovers, Red-necked Stints,
Sharp-tailed Sandpipers, Common Greenshanks, Banded
Stilts, Greater Sand Plovers and Curlew Sandpipers. The little
counters that Golo produced were clicking at a frantic pace,
trying to keep up with the ever moving bird population.
The rest of the day was devoted to schools and South Coast
NRM efficiently organised continual school groups to be
bussed into the golf club lake. Golo, with help from EBOG
members and SC-NRM staff, ran sessions tying together
the importance of a healthy waterway to the birds being
observed, the story of migration and information regarding
endangered species. The sessions were very well received
and subsequent messages of thanks have been received
from the schools and parents of children who attended.
It is important to have enthusiastic and knowledgeable
people occasionally visit remote areas like Esperance, to
bring like-minded people together, improve skills and also
to give those who have been surveying the local shorebirds
long-term, a feeling of confidence in their abilities. Hopefully
professionals like Golo also gain from such visits.
Dale Johnson, Esperance Bird Observers’ Group

MYALUP BRANCH
Leschenault Nature Reserve, 8 December 2012
Our group, consisting of Errol, Tony, Carolyn, Philippa,
Jean, Edith and Margaret set off for the Leschenault Inlet.
Our newly acquired gazebo was set up for those unable to
undertake bird-seeking forays or volunteering to be sacrificial
lambs in the onslaught of the very prevalent kangaroo ticks,
sandflies, midgies, mozzies and the common housefly.
Jean pointed out two Australian Pelicans having a tug-ofwar with what appeared to be an empty drink can. We
watched in fascination as the prize was snatched, tossed
and eventually discarded in apparent disgust. We wondered

if they optimistically believed that tuna came in cool drink
cans! Edith ventured out, discovering the nest of the resident
Eastern Ospreys. We were treated to the sight of one of the
pair patrolling the shoreline.
Birds seen were Australian Pelican (including two juveniles),
Rainbow Bee-eater, Black-winged Stilt, Buff-banded Rail,
Pied Cormorant, Pacific Black Duck, Welcome Swallow, Black
Swan, Australian Magpie, Australian White Ibis, Eastern
Osprey and White-faced Heron.
A successful outing was had by all.
Errol Harwood

PEEL–MANDURAH BIRD GROUP
The City of Mandurah EcoServices held their annual
(Environmental) Volunteer Celebration Evening on
Wednesday 12 December.
The purpose of the evening was to thank and celebrate the
achievements of Mandurah’s environmental champions,
individuals, community groups and organisations, alike.
We were nominated for an award in the group category, and
received a Special Recognition for our efforts with the Annual
Shorebird Count and data to help maintain the RAMSAR
listing (see photo of Certificate, page 19).
So, well done, Group. It may sometimes seem our efforts go
unnoticed, but there are those who appreciate what we are
doing on an ongoing basis and recognise the contribution of
each of us to the achievement of the aims of the whole.
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Presentation to long-time
member, Dick Rule, of both his
25-year membership badge and
the Ros Denny Volunteer of
the Year Award at the branch’s
Christmas function, 2012.
Photo by Thelma Crook
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 145 March 2013

Excursion reports
BUNGENDORE PARK, BEDFORDALE,
13 OCTOBER 2012

David’s ‘scope we all had good views of Red-necked Avocet,
Black-fronted Dotterel, Red-kneed Dotterel, Black-tailed
Native-hen , Pink-eared Duck with young and we even used
the ‘scope to watch a Magpie-lark on a nest with young.

Eight keen members set out on a dry but windy day and the
birds weren’t showing too well, probably due to the wind,
keeping low in the cover. Despite this, 35 species were seen
with Square-tailed Kite and Brown Goshawk hunting low
over the canopy. The Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo was the
largest of the seven parrot species seen, with Elegant Parrot
being the least common for that area. It was not the best
day for honeyeaters with only three species seen including
Tawny-crowned and Western Spinebill. A small flock of
Varied Sittellas was seen, which is always a pleasure, as well
as Sacred Kingfisher, Shining Bronze-Cuckoo and Rufous
Treecreeper which were around but appeared quieter than
usual as they were most likely in breeding mode.

We saw six species of duck including Hardhead, Pink-eared
and Blue-billed. Black Swans, Australasian Grebes, Eurasian
Coots and Purple Swamphens were all accompanied by
young ones. A Swamp Harrier circled the lake several times,
causing alarm among them.

All in all, a good day with the rains holding off until later that
afternoon.
Steve Burns

Forrestdale Lake, 11 November
2012
Eighteen members met at the Moore Street car park for a
muddy walk out beyond the Typha to view the many small
waders and Australian Shelducks scattered amongst clumps
of weed growth. With only a couple of days from the lake
drying out, feature birds seen were Red-capped Plover, Rednecked Stint and Sharp-tailed Sandpiper. Six raptor species
were seen: Australian Hobby, Wedge-tailed Eagle, Blackshouldered Kite, Nankeen Kestrel, Whistling Kite and Swamp
Harrier.
Returning to the car park for a cuppa and checklist call we
decided for the remainder of the morning to visit the nearby
Anstey-Keane Heathland where recent observations had
been good. Here we walked alongside the drain, slightly
elevated giving us a good view over the surrounding
heath. We were rewarded with good sightings of Black
Honeyeater, three males and one female, a new species for
Forrestdale. Also seen were White-winged Triller, Tawnycrowned Honeyeater and Rufous Songlark. Our morning
total for Forrestdale Lake was 32 species and Anstey-Keane
Heathland 26 species.
David James

LAKE CLAREMONT, 15 NOVEMBER
2012
On a perfect spring morning 28 people (our members, some
Friends of Lake Claremont and visitors) made the circuit of
this lake, observing 47 species of waterbirds and bushbirds,
many of them nesting or with dependent young.
Our leaders David Free and Bruce Haynes gave us the
history of this valuable wetland which is now an outstanding
example of successful bush regeneration. With the help of
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Clamorous Reed Warblers and Little Grassbirds were very
vocal; while the former frequently appeared in the reeds, the
latter remained as elusive as always.
Nesting boxes of different sizes have been placed high up in
Tuart trees to attract birds and bats. What a fantastic sight
it was to see a sleepy Southern Boobook sitting right inside
the hollow-log style entrance of one of these boxes. Catching
a bit of morning sun or claiming its piece of territory? Such a
sighting and the vigorous growth of the newly planted shrubs
are rewards for the huge volunteer effort which is ongoing
here.
As we returned to our access point on Stirling Road, we
saw a Spotted Crake in the shadows beneath a Melaleuca.
Then the Swamp Harrier returned, flew low over a family
of Eurasian Coots, hovered and flapped until the distracted
parent left a chick unguarded. The Swamp Harrier made its
catch — one fluffy black Eurasian Coot chick was whisked
away in its claws.
Diane Beckingham
(For more information on Friends of Lake Claremont:
www.friendsoflakeclaremont.org)

BEERMULLAH LAKE, GINGIN,
18 NOVEMBER 2012
Fourteen members attended for this excursion, and what a
memorable day it turned out to be.
It took the group about 40 minutes to get away from the
meeting place, as 32 species were sighted in that area;
what with Rufous Songlarks calling loudly, and a flock of
Budgerigars, and Zebra Finches, it kept the group on their
toes.
The first place
of call was a
new location
for BirdLife WA
members. It is a
large lake north
of, and next door
to Beermullah
Lake, and locally
known as the
Cranes Neck. The
main lake levels
were very high,
and unfortunately,
did not hold a
large number of
waterbirds. It

Variegated Fairy-wren,
Beermullah Lake. Photo by
Barry Heinrich
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would be better in February. Whilst saying that, 49 species
were sighted in the two hours we spent there. A group of
50+ Black-tailed Native-hens were feeding in the paddocks
surrounding the lake, and Sharp-tailed Sandpiper, Whitenecked Heron and Royal Spoonbill, were some of the species
feeding in shallow pools.
After lunch, members walked around Beermullah Lake where
53 species were sighted. As the water levels were much
lower in this system, many more waterbirds were sighted,
including 500+ Black Swans and 800+ Eurasian Coots. This
location also had 75+ Black-tailed Native-hens and a small
flock of Budgerigars.
For the day a total of 73 species were sighted, and all
members went home extremely satisfied. My thanks to all
those who attended, and to Sally Calder and Phillip BarrettLennard, the owners of Beermullah farm.
Max Howard

Big Carine Lake, 2 December
2012
With the Twitchathon happening this weekend attendance
was bound to be limited but ten members arrived for what
turned out to be a good morning’s birding at this interesting
venue. The estimated two hours for this walk extended to
three because of the amount of bird activity in some places.
Parts of the lake had action aplenty with White-necked
Heron, Glossy Ibis and Yellow-billed Spoonbill amongst many
other species. The edges seemed to be alive with Australian
Reed-Warblers and a Little Grassbird was also seen.
The highlight of the day was probably an area which the
council has fenced off to protect the nesting sites of Rainbow
Bee-eaters. Here it was easy to get great views of these
birds as they perched in the trees, soared to catch insects
and entered their nesting tunnels. An added bonus was that
a number of White-winged Trillers had taken up residence
in the same area and once again, because of the absence of
any disturbance they seemed quite happy to spend time out
on open ground giving us some great viewing opportunities.
Nobody seemed in a great hurry to move on from this area!
A total of 49 species was seen with the noted absence of any
raptors.
Peter White

PENGUIN ISLAND, 8 DECEMBER
2012
A good turnout of both
photographers and not
so keen photographers,
eight in all showed up
for the 9:00 am ferry to
Penguin Island.
We were greeted at
the jetty by the usual
Silver Gulls, but there
was also a profusion
of Bridled Terns flying
around. When the jetty
cleared of people, a
quiet sit down would
have them almost
Fairy Penguin, Penguin
stumbling over our feet
Island (see also p51). Photo
after a while. We walked
by Peter White
the paths and climbed
the hills (such as they
are) and were rewarded
with sightings of Little Penguins under the boardwalks, which
is not often the case; perhaps they were beginning their
moult and unable to go to sea for a while.
The overall species count was low but included what was
probably a Little Eagle being seen off back to the mainland
by an Australian Raven. The photo group walks don’t aim for
quantity though, we look for good photo opportunities and
these we found in plenty.
Maris Lauva

THOMSON’S LAKE, Cockburn,
9 December 2012
Between us we enjoyed 59 bird species. The big surprise
was two Square-tailed Kites flying over us during the bird
count. Other highlights were a Buff-banded Rail, Baillon’s
Crake, Australian Spotted Crake, Black-tailed Native-hen and
a Scarlet Robin. Six wader species were seen: Black-winged
Stilt, Red-capped Plover, Black-fronted Dotterel, Common
Greenshank, Red-necked Stint and Sharp-tailed Sandpiper.
Robyn Pickering

Clarkson Reserve, Maylands,
6 December 2012
This mid week walk in the central suburbs is a little gem.
Eleven members saw 42 species in two hours. We were lucky
to get a Nankeen Night-Heron flying over and a Common
Sandpiper on the edge of the river. An Australian Hobby flew
through putting everything up and unusually two Black-tailed
Native-hens and a Spotted Crake put in a brief appearance in
the samphire. Two Common Greenshanks flew over making
their characteristic call as they travelled down river and
some people got excellent long views of the Little Grassbird.
A very pleasant morning.
Sue Abbotts
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Canning River Regional Park,
30 December 2012
Despite the forecast of forty degrees, 14 people arrived
to do this walk, which was modified to cover only about a
third of the usual route, returning via the same path. A visit
to Wilson Lagoon before morning tea added several more
waterbird species to bring the overall total to 55 species,
including three breeding records.
Clear views of a male Mistletoebird, a Fan-tailed Cuckoo,
nesting Australasian Darters and of Sacred Kingfishers
bringing food in to nestlings were good value but the
highlight of the morning was the Australian Painted Snipe,
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unfortunately not seen by all the group, but of particular
interest as it is a ‘first’ for the area.
Pam Agar

40 species were recorded for the day. Many thanks go to Ken
for arranging access and sharing his knowledge of the site
with us.
John Graff

Lake McLarty, 6 January 2013

STAR SWAMP, 17 JANUARY

Judging the water level of Lake McLarty for the annual
excursion there is always a tricky business and we were
lucky to get it just right this year. Although there was a bit
of drizzle it was just enough to keep us a little cooler though
the humidity must have been 100%. Twenty-six people came
including two visitors from Victoria and
between us we had ten spotting scopes
which were generously shared.

With a south-westerly strong breeze the birds were not
calling as normal on this walk. Fourteen members attended
and we recorded 23 species in an hour and a half. We saw
Rainbow Bee-eaters with fledglings and glimpses of Splendid
Fairy-wrens which have only been in Star Swamp in the last
three years.
After morning tea, we decided to
check out Ocean Reef Harbour in case
the west wind had brought in any
interesting birds. Here we saw a Pacific
Gull, two Common Sandpipers, a Greytailed Tattler and a scruffy Eastern Reef
Egret.

Although shorebirds were the main
interest the first birds we saw were
an Emu, Rufous Songlark and Stubble
Quail. Three Red-kneed Dotterels flew
as we arrived at the water’s edge and
were seen well by everyone. There
The travelling distance between the
were 1000’s of birds on the lake, mostly
two localities was not great so it made
five duck species and Black Swans.
for a pleasant outing.
Black-winged Stilts and Red-necked
Michael J Hancock
Avocets were plentiful and there were
a few Banded Stilts, too. Of course the
Sharp-tailed Sandpipers and
highlight is the waders with Red-necked
Black-winged Stilt, Lake McLarty
Stints, Red-capped Plovers, two Black(see also p51). Photo by Barry
tailed Godwits, Common Greenshanks
adjacent to a Marsh Sandpiper making
Heinrich
the identification much easier, many
Sharp-tailed Sandpipers and a few
Twenty-one members and one
Curlew Sandpipers. The best birds for
visitor arrived at Lake Gwelup to find near perfect weather
the day were Long-toed Stints and Pectoral Sandpipers. The
conditions and near perfect water levels. Sun glare on the
Ruff and Whiskered Terns reported previously were not seen
water was a slight problem early, but as the walk progressed
but two White-winged Black Terns were present. As we were
it became clear that we would record a good number of
packing up after lunch a Regent Parrot flew through the
species. Rainbow Bee-eaters were still very active as were
area.
many other bushbirds; in fact, nearly half the species
Later in the afternoon two people called to say they had
recorded were bushbirds. At one point a couple of the front
found a Broad-billed Sandpiper. A total of 59 species were
runners in the group spotted a snake on the path ahead but
seen for the area.
the sight of 22 birders bearing down on it made it beat a
hasty retreat.
A number of us drove home via Thompson and Greenlands
Roads finding Black-faced Woodswallow, Elegant Parrot,
A total of 61 species were recorded and some of the
Brown Songlark, Rainbow Bee-eater and Banded Lapwing. A
highlights were Spotless Crake, Chestnut Teal and Little
top day’s birding.
Eagle. However, after a couple of diligent members checked
their photos it seems that we all may have missed a Wood
Sue Abbotts
Sandpiper! I have only one comment. It happens to the best
of us!

Lake Gwelup,
20 January

NAMBEELUP SETTLEMENT PONDS,
MURRAY, 13 January
In overcast conditions 20 birders joined myself and Ken
Monson, eager to take advantage of the opportunity to
observe in this private industrial site and its usual suite
of uncommon waders. The inaugural walk for the Perth
group last year (the Mandurah group have been visiting
for several years) was a little disappointing by Nambeelup
standards, but fortunately this year was more successful
— the highlights included several Pectoral Sandpipers, six
Long-toed Stints and over a dozen Wood Sandpipers, and
most observers had good views of all three species. Overall,
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Peter White

Lancelin, AUSTRALIA DAY LONG
WEEKEND CAMPOUT, 26–28
January
Mistletoebird to Emu and 81 other diverse species were the
result of the Lancelin campout lead by Max Howard.
Using the local knowledge of John Delaport, the group
travelled to Ocean Farm. On arrival a Little Eagle favoured us
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Many tern species, Lancelin Island (see also pp35 and 52). Photo by Joy
Thomas

with regular flyovers. In the Tuart grove the Carnabys were
very active. This area has their nesting sites.
The Scarlet Robin showed a blaze of colour through the scrub
and a White-breasted Robin was sighted nearby.
There were good sightings of Inland, Western and Yellowrumped Thornbills, in the Banksia vegetation along Sappers
Road, as well as Western Spinebill. Another trifecta over
the weekend was Splendid, White-winged and Variegated
Fairy-wrens.
Highlight of the weekend was a morning trip to Lancelin
Island, ferried by volunteers from Lancelin Sea and Rescue.
The group was welcomed by thousands of swirling Bridled
Terns together with the Roseate Terns. A boardwalk across
the island gave easy access whilst protecting the nesting
sites. Hundreds of Common Noddy form a solid colony on the
western side of the island, a fairly southerly location for the
species.
The list for the island included 6 Tern (Caspian, Crested,
Fairy, Roseate, Bridled) and Common Noddy Other birds
were Pied Cormorant, Little Pied Cormorant, Rock Parrot,
Silver Gull, Marsh Harrier and Osprey.
The Sewerage Ponds, along with the golf course, extended
the range of sightings, including Banded Lapwing, Blackwinged Stilt, Grey Teal and Button Quail.
Despite the influx of holidaymakers to Lancelin, the campout
proved to be another friendly, successful and enjoyable event
with a fantastic result of 83 species. Though extra species
were seen on Monday, Maris was fortunate that the prize was
awarded on Sunday night!

Waterford foreshore,
27 January
Thirteen birdwatchers attended on Sunday of the Australia
Day long weekend and 57 species were sighted. The most
exciting sighting was of a Spotted Crake and a Spotless
Crake seen together at the edge of the reeds on a pond
adjacent to the large lake with playground equipment. This
same pond supplied an Eastern Great Egret and a Common
Greenshank. Other notable sightings were adult and juvenile
Nankeen Night Herons on the island in the lake on Waterford
Drive and adult and juvenile Mistletoebirds in casuarinas
trees nearby (see photo p2). There was also a brief sighting
of a Cockatiel.
We extended the walk to check out the man made lakes and
reed areas at the new development at Cygnet Cove adjacent
to Clontarf Aboriginal College where an Australian ReedWarbler was sighted and Little Grassbirds heard. There is a
bikeway along the river connecting Cygnet Cove to Waterford
passing in front of the college and parking at the Sales Office
at Cygnet Cove. In this section of the Canning River Musk
Ducks, Black Swans, Australian Pelicans, cormorants and
riverine birds are usually present. It is worthwhile checking
this area before development is complete.
Lorraine Chyne

Lynley Davey
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BROOME BIRD OBSERVATORY
Some notes on visible migration in
Broome during 2012
Through 2012 I was fortunate enough to be an
Assistant Warden at Broome Bird Observatory
(BBO), during which time there were some
impressive and atypical visible migration events
involving a wide range of species, not shorebirds
as you would expect but parrots, raptors and passerines.
Through observations at both Entrance Point near the Port
of Broome and at BBO a general pattern emerged in that
although birds over the BBO were moving east when they
pass overhead, the majority of them were actually moving
south down the coast.
During mornings spent at Entrance Point, flocks of smaller
birds were regularly seen coming down the coast from
the north and gathering at the point, daunted by the seacrossing ahead of them if they kept the same course. The
birds especially obvious were honeyeaters that gathered
in the southernmost bushes on the point before making
repeated sallies out across the car park, often landing on the
rocks close to the sea, on parked cars and on the car park
bitumen before returning to the bushes. They were then
seen to either head back north or head up high to the east
following the curve of Roebuck Bay, eventually passing over
BBO with the obvious very visible species that head straight
overhead in flocks such as Pied and Black Honeyeaters and
Crimson Chats. Numbers peaked at 80 Pied Honeyeaters
on 16 November 2012; they appeared over BBO no earlier
than mid-morning, whereas flocks arrived at Entrance Point
shortly after first light.
This also applied to species such as Budgerigars and Zebra
Finches which continued moving along the coast from April
right through until October / November 2012 with many days
of 2000+ birds recorded. This is not typical of a Broome dry
season and neither were high numbers of Varied Lorikeets,
which appeared from August onwards including 390 on 23
October 2012.

not share the same general distribution. But it’s
possible that this species has been caught up in the
southerly movement or their normal post-breeding
dispersal has coincided with this southerly reorientation. So they are arriving at the same time
as Pied and Black Honeyeaters that have travelled
north into Banded Honeyeater range.
Larger birds have also been seen moving south at
Entrance Point but being stronger fliers they are not fazed
by the relatively short sea crossing of about 24 km from
Entrance /Gantheaume Point south to near Bush Point. Birds
that do appear to fly directly across include Spotted Harrier
and flocks of Cockatiels seen far offshore heading south plus
Australian Hobby and Brown Falcon seen heading straight
south off Entrance Point.
Another noteworthy event was the unprecedented winter
movements of Masked Woodswallows; the usual autumn
passage occurred as normal through March, April and May
but following this there were huge numbers recorded in July
and August 2012 (including 5000+ on 16 July), with smaller
numbers through until November. These later flocks were
often associated with the spectacular sight of a huge Forktailed Swift passage over BBO, including 5000 on 11 October
2012 and 4800 on 10 November 2012. This species does
not follow the patterns shown by the honeyeaters, as the
swifts would have no trouble in the short sea crossing over
the bay but they still chose to follow the curve of the bay.
Are they heading inland to spend the summer, rather than
actually migrating by following the coast south or simply
being nomadic in their non-breeding season, following food
supplies and getting pushed around by weather systems?
Simon Davies

The less obvious migrants, that is those which were seen
gathering at Entrance Point but not seen flying directly over
BBO, such as Brown and Rufous-throated Honeyeaters (150+
of each were recorded on several dates in July, August and
September), presumably move through the bush not over it.
The mist-netting sessions at BBO have shown that despite
banding hundreds of these two species there were very few
retraps. Very few birds seen visiting the birdbaths or nearby
were actually banded, suggesting a high turnover of birds,
especially obvious in Rufous-throated Honeyeaters through
November, while at the same time large numbers were seen
at Entrance Point.
I have no idea where the Brown and Rufous-throated
Honeyeaters have come from or where they are going but
it’s a slightly different scenario with the Pied and Black
Honeyeaters, whose distribution does not normally cover
the Broome area. I assume they have irrupted far to the
north of their normal range and the birds passing south
through Broome are birds following the coast to re-orientate
themselves back to their usual areas aid them. Certain
species such as Banded Honeyeaters are also appearing at
this time, often with Pied and Black Honeyeaters which do
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Black-faced Woodswallow, Jandakot,
17 December 2012. Photo by Barry
Heinrich
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EYRE BIRD OBSERVATORY
Field techniques in bird studies,
November-December 2012 — Report
on the course and summary of results
Each year a group of students, some funded by
BirdLife Western Australia, come down to Eyre with us
for a course on birds. In 2012 there were six people
taking part: Ashleigh, Fiona, Jamie, Kate, Neil and Ross. The
course went smoothly, despite some wet and windy weather.
Many mallees were flowering, so the honeyeaters were in
good numbers.
Our mist netting on the first day was fruitful, especially
around the flowering eucalypts near the southern dunes and
north of the observatory. Mist-netting is intended to give
people close contact with the birds they will be watching
over the rest of the course. In the event we caught 87 birds
of nine species, including two six-year-old New Holland
Honeyeaters. Our total efforts yielded one White-browed
Scrubwren, one Inland Thornbill, one Grey Shrike-thrush,
one Red Wattlebird, two Spiny-cheeked Honeyeaters, seven
Singing Honeyeaters, three Brown Honeyeaters, 53 New
Holland Honeyeaters, two White-browed Babblers and 16
Silvereyes.
Given the abundance and diversity of honeyeaters around
the observatory, we spent a fruitful morning recording the
behaviour of various honeyeater species. Compiling our
observations, we later constructed a behavioural key to
them, an exercise suggested long ago by Peter Curry. A
similar key was published in WABN 141 (March 2012).
The wader count along Kanidal Beach was interesting with
three transcontinental migrants, Red-necked Stint (1),
Greater Sand Plover (1) and Grey Plover (1). Later, on the
trip to Twilight Cove we were able to add Sanderling (2),
Common Greenshank (1), seven more Grey Plovers and four
more Red-necked Stints. We also saw Red-capped Plovers
(34), Pied Oystercatchers (5), Caspian (2) and Crested
(43) Terns, Pacific (1) and Silver (14) Gulls, Australian
Pelicans (4), Pied (2) and Little Black (4) Cormorants, Grey
Teal (4), White-faced Heron (2), Australian Raven (4) and
Australasian Pipit (1). On the trips to and from Twilight Cove
we saw many more birds, but no new species. A beachwashed Wedge-tailed Eagle was also found.

Table 1: Bird density (birds/ha) calculated from Point
Counts along the West Track.
Year

Point Counts: For the Point Counts along the West Track
we calculated (by graphing and calculation) the densities of
seven species, as shown in Table 1. Comparing the figures
with the previous year, you can see some changes in them.
ABC Surveys: The Australian Bird Count (ABC count) was
made in five areas — the standard three observatory areas
1, 2 and 3 and also areas east and west of the track that
runs down to the beach over the top of the dunes. These
last two counts looked at rehabilitated areas. Survey results
are summarised in Table 2. This comparison is of interest as
some species show preference for either the established or
rehabilitated vegetation.
Mapping: By mapping bird territories over 17.5 hectares
around the observatory we had sufficient observations to
calculate densities for eight species (Table 3). The densities
for the same species calculated from the 2011 territory
mapping are included for comparison.
The densities from Point Counts were more realistic for nonterritorial birds than the mapping figures. They suggest that
there were more New Holland Honeyeaters than in 2011, a
trend supported by the ABC counts, and slightly fewer Red
Wattlebirds and Silvereyes than last year. About as many
Spotted Pardalotes as last year were encountered on the
point counts; they had probably already bred successfully
and fledged young, and were also apparent during mapping.
In the rehabilitated areas both the Singing Honeyeater and
the New Holland were common, the Singing slightly more
common in the standard, undisturbed ABC areas than the
New Holland Honeyeaters. The Red Wattlebird was absent
Table 2: Summary of ABC Counts at Eyre Bird Observatory
2012, showing total numbers seen, with approximate
densities/ha in brackets.

2012

Area searched
Brush Bronzewing

Standard
6 ha
1(0.16)

1.4

1.09

Blue-breasted Fairy-wren

3(0.5)

6(1.5)

0.4

White-browed Scrubwren

5(0.84)

7(1.8)

White-browed Scrubwren
Singing Honeyeater

Here is a summary of the results of the various counts that
we made at Eyre in 2012.

2011

Species
Spotted Pardalote

Over the years the results of counts of birds on these
courses have given us a long-term picture of the
changes in bird numbers around the observatory.
In some years there are many honeyeaters and
silvereyes, in others very few. Point counts are
good indicators of these mobile birds. On the other
hand the mapping technique gives good figures for
resident, territorial species, and provides indicators
of changes in the abundance of these species. The results of
the previous 30 years have been published in Corella (Davies
2010).

1.82

Brown Honeyeater

Rehab
4 ha
2(0.5)

0.82

Inland Thornbill

1(0.16)

0(0)

1.59

Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater

6(1)

2(0.5)

Singing Honeyeater

7(1.16)

8(2)

4(0.67)

7(1.75)

New Holland Honeyeater

0.41

1.59

Red Wattlebird

2.42

1.9

New Holland Honeyeater

0.4

Brown Honeyeater

1(0.16)

0(0)

Grey Butcherbird

0.45

Grey Shrike-thrush

2(0.33)

1(0.25)

Grey Currawong

0.29

White-browed Babbler

3(0.5)

7(1.75)

Australian Raven

0.13

Australian Raven

12(2)

1(0.25)

2.75

Silvereye

9(1.5)

4(1)

Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater

Silvereye

4.32
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from both areas but the White-browed Babbler was common
in the rehabilitated areas this year, and mapping showed
it to be more abundant than in 2011. The Silvereye was
abundant around the observatory but, as last year, few
were seen in the rehabilitated areas. The density of the
Blue-breasted Fairy-wren decreased significantly around
the observatory again this year, but it remains established
in the rehabilitated areas. The density of this species had
declined steadily in recent years, so a decrease since the
increase in 2010 and 2011 is of concern but evidence of its
ability to colonise rehabilitated areas is welcome. As in 2011
the Spotted Pardalote was so abundant that it was difficult
to delimit their territories in the mapping exercise, so the
estimate of density is approximate at best.
Comparing all the counting methods shows some agreement
in trends, but usually it is best to compare the results from
a count method with the results for the same method from a
previous year to get an idea of trends for individual species.
With regards to non-bird sightings, we caught ten species
of reptiles, some in the pit traps and some by hand.
These included the Masters Snake Drysdalia mastersii,
the Sand Dragon Ctenophorus maculatus, the Western
Heath Dragon Tympanocryptis adelaidensis, the Marbled
Gecko Phyllodactylus marmoratus, the Barking Gecko
Underwoodisaurus millii, the Pygopod Pygopus lepidopodus,
and the skinks Cryptoblepharus virgatus, Ctenotus brooksi,

Table 3: Bird density (birds/ha) calculated during the
territory mapping exercise.
Date

2011

Spotted Pardalote

2012
0.53

Inland Thornbill

0.71

0.62

Blue-breasted Fairy-wren

1.38

0.53

White-browed Scrubwren

1.02

0.89

Brown-headed Honeyeater

0.35

White-browed Babbler

0.27

Grey Shrike-thrush

0.27

0.89
0.27

Grey Butcherbird

0.13

0.188

Morethia obscura and the Bobtail Tiliqua rugosa. We also saw
a Dugite and found a very lively Leopard Seal on the beach.
Several large rays were also observed swimming close to
shore. We inspected a few Pygmy Possum nest boxes, some
containing fresh leaves but none currently inhabited.
Reference:
Davies, S. J. J. F. (2010). Long-term indices of density of
ten woodland passerines at Eyre Bird Observatory.
Corella 34, 1-6.
Stephen Davies and Tegan Douglas

Coming events
Important note re campouts
Members anticipating attending campouts must notify the BirdLife WA Office (9383 7749) of the number in their party
and when they will arrive.
If you are unsure, put your name down as you can always cancel.
An emergency contact number should also be provided in case of accident.

New members
Please let the leaders know that you are a new member and don’t hesitate to ask for assistance with bird sightings.

Sunday 3 March: Alfred Cove,
Melville
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park in
Troy Park next to the Oval, off Burke
Drive, Attadale. There should be plenty
of migratory waders and waterbirds
round the river, and there are always
bushbirds in the park. Buff-banded
Rails have been seen here.
For members and the general public.

Road and immediately turn into Parkes
Street. Parkes Street now only runs
for about 200 m before being shut
off. Park in this area and walk to the
barrier across the road. There should
be a good variety of waterbirds and
bushbirds. Bring your scope if you have
one.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Robyn Pickering

Leader: Toni Webster

Saturday 9 March: Yangebup Lake,
Cockburn
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in Parkes Street. Turn
into Osprey Drive from North Lake
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Sunday 10 March: Yalgorup Lakes
(Extension excursion)
Full-day excursion
Meet at 6:30 am in the car park on the
west side of the causeway on Preston
Beach Rd. Travelling from Perth, turn
right off the Forrest Hwy into Preston

Beach Rd and continue along this road
until you cross the causeway through
Lake Preston. The car park is on the
left just after this. Yalgorup Lakes is
an Important Bird Area for Australian
Shelduck, Musk Duck, Banded Stilt,
Hooded Plover and Red-necked Stint.
We will explore several lakes in
the area searching for waders and
waterbirds, specifically searching for
rarer species. Wear gumboots as it will
be muddy and bring scopes if you have
them. This is an extension excursion
and is expected to be physically
demanding, as we plan to walk 10+km
in potentially challenging terrain, at a
faster pace than usual excursions.
For members and guests only.
Leaders: John Graff and Martin Cake
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Saturday 16 March: Wellard
Wetlands, Baldivis
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the entrance to
Wellard Wetlands on the northern side
of Bertenshaw Road, 1 km from St
Albans Road. Coming from Perth, turn
left off the Freeway into Mundijong
Road, then right into St Albans Road
and right into Bertenshaw Road. There
should be plenty of bushbirds and
waterbirds here, as well as several
species of raptors.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Charles Merriam

Thursday 21 March: Lake Monger,
Cambridge
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the most westerly
car park off Lake Monger Drive. The
walk around the lake will take 2-3
hours. This is a good opportunity to see
many species of ducks, waterbirds and
some bushbirds. Spotless Crake is often
seen depending on the water level.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Claire Gerrish

For members and guests only.
Leader: Max Howard

Meet at 9:00 am at BirdLife Western
Australia office in Floreat for a practical
on adjusting photographs using
computer software. Members are asked
to bring one or two photographs that
show some promise but which need
some adjustments in software (on
card or thumbdrive). The possible fixes
will be discussed by the group and
demonstrated by those who know the
techniques.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Sandra Wallace
Sunday 24 March: Ray Marshall
Park, Viveash
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park of Ray
Marshall Park. Go to the end of First
Avenue, off Great Eastern Highway, just
east of Governor Stirling Senior High
School. We will take a morning walk
along the John George Trail that runs
beside the Swan River. On the return
walk, we will divert to a swampy area
250 m off the track and this will usually
add up to six extra species to the list.
The walk includes big river redgums,
waterbirds along the river and the walk
to the swamp mentioned above.

For members and guests only.
Leader: Les Hogben

Sunday 24 March: Pelagic Trip,
Hillarys Boat Harbour
Full-day excursion
We will meet on the wharf (next to
AQWA) at Hillarys Boat Harbour at
6:45 am for a prompt departure, and
expect to dock again around 3:30 pm.
The cost is dependent on the number
of participants — with a full boat (27
people), the cost is expected to be
$115, but this will increase if the boat
is not filled.
To book a place, please contact
John Graff at jgraff2@hotmail.com
(preferred) or on 0424 008 179.
This is the first Hillarys trip to be run
in March, so it will be interesting to see
what’s out there. We should see good
numbers of shearwaters and hopefully
a few petrels and possibly albatross.
We will also be hoping to see some
more tropical petrel and shearwater
species (last year’s trip on 1 April
recorded high numbers of Streaked
Shearwaters), noddys and possibly
tropicbirds.
Leader: John Graff

Saturday 23 March: Peregrine
House, Floreat
Photogroup activity

indicate if you are interested in the
boat cruise.

Monday 25 March: Bold Park Eco
Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Andrew Hobbs will give a talk entitled,
‘Bird species —evolution, DNA’.
Friday 29 March to Monday 1 April:
Easter campout at Walpole
Walpole is situated 423 km southeast of Perth in the Walpole –Nornalup
National Park. It is a picturesque
area with tranquil waterways and
magnificent Karri and Tingle forests.
There is good birding for both water
and bushbirds: the Walpole Nornalup
NP has 121 species on the BirdLife WA
database.
The venue is the Coalmine Beach
Caravan Park at Walpole and they have
a full range of accommodation options.
Ten powered and five unpowered
sites have been set aside for BirdLife
members. Your booking was required
by 1 February, for a minimum of four
nights as this is one of their busiest
times of the year. Book yourselves in by
calling the caravan park on 9840 1026.

Saturday 30 March: Lake
Richmond, Rockingham
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am on Safety Bay Road,
Rockingham, opposite the Naragubup
Centre on the western side of Lake
Richmond. The walk around the lake
will take 2 to 3 hours. One hundred and
twenty-five species have been recorded
at the lake, including 14 raptor species
seen regularly. Another interesting
feature of the lake is the thrombolites.
There are picnic facilities at the Centre,
but you need to bring your own lunch.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Mary Vaughan

Saturday 6 April: Garvey Park
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park, next
to the Rowing Club, at the western
end of Fauntleroy Avenue, off Great
Eastern Highway. This area has a good
variety of waterbirds and bushbirds.
Species recorded here have included
Buff-banded Rail, Spotless Crake and
Mistletoebird.
For members and guests only.
Leaders: Max Howard
Saturday 13 April: Woodman Point
– Jaeger watch, Cockburn
Extension excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park at
Woodman Point on Jervoise Bay. Turn
right off Cockburn Road, into O’Kane
Court, then left into Jervoise Bay Cove,
and almost immediately right into
Woodman Point Road. Drive to the end
of the road and take the last left to the
car park.
This excursion has been timed to
coincide with the northward jaeger
migration. We will look for the three
species of jaegers and other birds at
the spit. We will spend 2-3 hours sea
watching on Woodman Point. Bring
your telescope if you have one.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Sue Abbotts

There will be an optional boat trip
around the inlet (cost $40) with a well
known local guide, Gary Muir.

Sunday 14 April: Blackwall Reach,
Bicton
Half-day excursion

Please notify the BLWA Office on 9383
7749 as soon as you have booked and

Meet at 8:00 am at the junction of Kent
Street and Blackwall Reach Parade. A
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pleasant walk along the Swan River
along a bush track which is noted
for its population of White-cheeked
Honeyeaters. We will also look for
waders along the Point Walter Beach.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Andrew Hobbs

Thursday 18 April: Ascot Waters,
Ascot
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park at
the end of Tidewater Way. To reach
the area from Great Eastern Highway,
turn into Stoneham Street, then
into Resolution Drive, and left into
Tidewater Way. Continue through two
roundabouts, over the bridge, and up
to the car park at the top of the rise.
This is getting better as the thousands
of shrubs and trees that have been
planted start to mature and blossom.
A wide variety of habitats can provide
shelter for many birds and it is well
worth a visit to this promising site.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Sue Abbotts

Saturday 20 April: Lake Coogee,
Munster
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in Fawcett Road,
100 m from Mayor Road. Nearly 100
species of birds have been seen on and
around the lake, including nine raptors.
It is a large lake and has a path right
around it so some people may wish to
do the full circuit.
For members and the general public.
Leaders: Jan and Dave Crossley

Monday 22 April: Bold Park Eco
Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Michael Morcombe will give a talk
entitled, ‘Update on version 3 of bird
app which is due to be released’.

Thursday 25 to Sunday 28 April
— Anzac Day campout at Quaalup
Homestead Wilderness Retreat in
Fitzgerald River National Park
Fitzgerald River National Park is
recognised as an area of international
significance, and has been classified as
a Biosphere Reserve. It is an Important
Bird Area for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo,
Western Bristlebird, Malleefowl and
Western Whipbird. It contains 20% of
the plant species occurring in Western
Australia, including the magnificent

Royal Hakea. Many plants that are
found here occur nowhere else.

into Woodlake Retreat. The car park is
50 m from the turn off.

Quaalup Homestead Wilderness Retreat
is situated on 40 acres, surrounded
by Fitzgerald River National Park and
is 540 km from Perth. Travel down
Albany Highway, turn left at Arthur
River to Wagin and follow the Great
Southern Highway through Katanning
and Broomehill. After Broomehill turn
left toward Gnowangerup and follow
the road to Ongerup and Jerramungup
where it is your last chance to fill with
fuel. From Jerramungup travel south on
South Coast Highway towards Albany
for 28 km then left onto Devil Creek
Road. If travelling from Albany, fuel up
at Boxwood Hill.

This lake offers a good selection of
bushbirds and waterbirds. It is part of
the Northern Swan Coastal Plain IBA for
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo. Bring your
‘scope if you have one.

One hundred and eighty four bird
species have been listed in the park,
including rarities such as Western
Bristlebird and Western Whipbird. There
is excellent birding around Quaalup
Homestead and at Bremer Bay.
Quaalup Homestead has camping
facilities, 2 cabins and 4 self catering
units with ensuites. There is power for
lights but NOT fridges in the camping
grounds and no generators. They do
not have credit card facilities so please
pay by cheque or cash. Call to make
a reservation. Phone 08 98374124
and check their web site on www.
whalesandwildflowers.com.au.
Please notify the BirdLife WA office on
9383 7749 of your intention to attend.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Sue Abbotts

For members and guests only.
Leader: Clive Nealon

Saturday 4 and Sunday 5 May:
Albany Pelagic
Meet at Emu Point Boat Harbour,
Albany, at 6:45 am for a prompt
departure. We will travel offshore
to the edge of the continental shelf,
looking for a variety of albatrosses,
petrels, shearwaters and other
seabirds, returning to port at around
4:00 pm.
There is a limit of 18 people on the
boat, and if we get enough people we
will run trips on both days. The trips
are run on a cost-share basis, so the
cost is dependent on the number of
participants — it is expected to be
$150 per person with a full boat of
18 people, increasing if the boat is
not filled (eg, estimated cost with 15
people is $180 per person). These costs
are for a single trip.
Book a place by contacting John
Graff either by e-mail at jgraff2@
hotmail.com (preferred) or by
telephone on 0424 008 179. You are
welcome to book for one day only or
both days.
Leader: John Graff

Saturday 27 April: Lake Monger,
Cambridge
Photogroup activity
Meet at 3:30 pm at the most westerly
car park off Lake Monger Drive. This
should be a good opportunity to use the
pre-sunset light to photograph a variety
of waterbirds. You may want to bring
your tripods, monopods or beanbags to
aid stability as the light decreases. Lake
Monger is located within the Northern
Swan Coastal Plain Important Bird Area
for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Robyn Pickering

Sunday 28 April: Lake Goollelal,
Kingsley
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the car park on
Woodlake Retreat. From the junction of
Wanneroo Road and Hepburn Avenue,
travel north on Wanneroo Road to the
first set of traffic lights and turn left
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Sunday 5 May: Eric Singleton Bird
Reserve, Bayswater
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the Bellevue Street
car park at the river end of Leake
Street. Turn south-east off Guildford
Road onto King William Street then
right into Sutherland Street and left
into Leake Street and then left into
Bellevue Street. We will walk around
the main lake in the bird sanctuary and
should see a variety of waterbirds.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Peter White

Saturday 11 May: Bull Creek
Wetlands
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at Spinaway Crescent.
Travel along Leach Highway and turn
north into Pulo Road then turn right
into Spinaway Crescent.
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This walk follows Bull Creek from the
mouth where it runs into Canning
River and we should get all the usual
waterbirds there, including crakes,
Buff-banded Rail, Purple Swamphen,
Musk Duck and Nankeen Night-Heron.
We will then cross over Leach Highway
to walk around Richard Lewis Park
and Reg Bourke Reserve. The creek
has Flooded Gums, Jarrah, Marri,
paperbark and Casuarinas along its
banks. Splendid Fairy-wren, Western
Wattlebird, White-faced Heron, Redcapped Parrot and Yellow-rumped
Thornbill have been recorded here.
Bring water, sun screen and morning
tea.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Sue Keogh
Thursday 16 May: Tomato Lake,
Kewdale
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am near the small
tearooms at Tomato Lake off Oats
Street, Kewdale. Travelling south along
Orrong Road turn left into Oats Street
and about 800 m on the right there is a
drive-way into the parking area. Bring
morning tea.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Ian Wallace
Saturday 18 May: Ascot Waters,
Ascot
Photogroup activity
Meet at 8:30 am in the car park at
the end of Tidewater Way. To reach
the area from Great Eastern Highway,
turn into Stoneham Street, then into
Resolution Drive and left into Tidewater
Way. There should be a variety of
bushbirds and waterbirds. We will be
able to view our results on a laptop
after morning tea.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Sandra Wallace
Sunday 19 May: Ellis Brook,
Gosnells
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am at the corner of
Gosnells Road and Bygum Lane, Martin.
We will walk up the steep path to the
top of the falls which provides great
views of the Swan Coastal Plain. It
is a popular area where a variety of
bushbirds can be seen, some of them
not often seen near Perth, such as Redeared Firetail, Red-winged Fairy-Wren,
and Red-capped and Scarlet Robin.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Steve Burns
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Saturday 25 May: Len Howard
Conservation Park, Mandurah
Half-day excursion

Sunday 2 June: The Spectacles,
Kwinana
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am at the car park at
the end of Marina Quay Drive. From
the Mandurah Bypass turn into Sticks
Boulevard (left when travelling from
Perth) and then turn right into Marina
Quay Drive. After morning tea we
will move to Erskine Lakes to look for
additional species.

Meet at 8:30 am in the car park in
McLaughlan Road. Proceed along
the Kwinana Freeway and turn right
(west) into Anketell Road. Travel
approximately 2 km then turn left into
McLaughlan Road. A good variety of
bushbirds including Grey Currawong
can be found here.

Bring your ‘scope if you have one.

For members and guests only.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Alan Galbraith

Leader: Robyn Pickering

Monday 27 May: Bold Park Eco
Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Mark Blythman will give a talk entitled,
‘Feral bird control’.
Saturday 1 to Monday 3 June:
Foundation Day campout, Dryandra
Woodland
Dryandra is 164 km south-east of Perth
and 22 km north-west of Narrogin.
There are sign posts on Albany
Highway at North Bannister (turn off to
Wandering) and on the Great Southern
Highway at Cuballing and at Narrogin.
Dryandra is one of the most important
bushland remnants in the wheatbelt,
and has over 100 species of birds
including Crested Shrike-tit, Malleefowl
and Bush Stone-curlew.
Members have the option of camping at
Congelin Dam Camp Ground, or using
one of the cottages, about 13 km away
in Dryandra Village. The main entrance
is on the Wandering/ Narrogin Road.
If cottages are required, please book
directly with Dryandra on 9884 5231.
Congelin Dam Camp Ground is off the
York/Williams Road, past the most
southerly entrance to Dryandra. Here
there are camping bays, toilets and
barbecue facilities. Bring your own
firewood and water. A small DEC
camping fee will be charged.
For those interested, on Saturday
night (1 June) there is a very good
evening guided walk in the Barna Mia
enclosure, where many native animals
are protected from predators. Call DEC
at Narrogin on 9881 9200 and the cost
is $14 adults and $10.50 concession.
Numbers will be limited to 25 so please
call the BirdLife WA office on 9383
7749 to put your name on the list.
For members and guests only.
Leader: David Secomb

Saturday 8 June: Serpentine
National Park
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the junction of the
South West Highway and Falls Road
(the turnoff to Serpentine Falls). We
will walk along a ridge overlooking
Serpentine Falls and have views across
the plain to the ocean. The bush in this
area has both Marri and Wandoo and
usually yields a good number of bird
species.
For those who wish to extend the day,
bring your lunch and we can explore
Webb’s Lease near Jarrahdale.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Robyn Pickering

Thursday 13 June: Tom Bateman
Reserve, Thornlie
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am beside the
playground/sporting complex at the
corner of Nicholson and Wilfred Roads
(car park entry is off Wilfred Road).
We will look at a series of wetlands
constructed to remove nutrients from
water draining into the Canning River.
We will also look at small bushland
areas if they are accessible. Rubber
boots may be a good idea, and insect
repellent.
Bring morning tea to have while we do
a combined bird list.
For members and the general public.
Leaders: George and Pam Agar

Saturday 15 June: Flynn Road,
Mundaring
Half/Full-day excursion
Meet at 9:00 am at the corner of Flynn
Road and Great Eastern Highway, about
10 km past Sawyers Valley or 1 km
on the Perth side of The Lakes (the
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York turnoff). We will look at several areas of Wandoo
woodland, where three species of robin are often seen,
and sometimes Crested Shrike-tit. Wear wellingtons or
other =boots as we shall cross water. Bring morning
tea that you can carry. Bring lunch if you would like to
continue with us at a further area nearby.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Charles Merriam

Sunday 16 June: Ellis Brook, Gosnells
Photogroup activity
Meet at 8:30 am at the first car park after entry to
Banyowla Regional Park from Rushton Road, Martin. We
will be photographing a variety of bushbirds.

BirdLife Western Australia
Western Australian Bird Notes
Subscription form
Are you joining BirdLife Australia for the first time, or renewing your membership?
Do you wish to receive Western Australian Bird Notes?
If so, please complete the section below and send the appropriate fee to the
national office with your membership application.
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Sunday 23 June: Wearne Road, North Bannister
Full-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am on the corner of Wearne Road and
Albany Highway. Wearne Road is on the left about 37 km
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look in the Jarrah forest near the Metro Road waterhole.
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For members and guests only.
Leader: Steve Burns

Monday 24 June: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes
Drive, Floreat
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Jiri Lochman of Lochman Transparencies will be talking on
how he goes about finding and photographing Australian
birds.

Sunday 30 June: Victoria Reservoir, Canning Mills
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am in the car park beside the information
board at the entrance to the dam. From Perth, travel
east along Welshpool Road and Welshpool Road East to
the T-junction at Canning Road, turn right and travel for
about 400 m to Masonmill Road. Continue along this road
for about 600 m, following the signs to the dam past the
rose nursery, to the entrance to the car park. We will
follow several walking tracks down to the dam.
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Opportunities for
Volunteers
•

Atlas — surveys for this are continuing — contact
Cheryl Gole Tel 9293 4958, e-mail cgole@westnet.
com.au

Calendar of events
Sun 3 Mar: Alfred Cove, Melville, Half-day excursion
Sat 9 Mar: Yangebup Lake, Cockburn, Half-day excursion
Sun 10 Mar: Yalgorup Lakes (Extension excursion), Full-day
excursion
Sat 16 Mar: Wellard Wetlands, Baldivis, Half-day excursion
Thu 21 Mar: Lake Monger, Cambridge, Half-day excursion

•

Monthly meeting speakers — contact Wayne
Merritt Tel 9405 4774, mob 0411 591 547

Sat 23 Mar: Peregrine House, Floreat, Photogroup activity

•

Excursion leaders — contact Sue Abbotts Tel 9444
1607, e-mail suechat@bigpond.net.au

Sun 24 Mar: Pelagic Trip, Hillarys Boat Harbour, Full-day
excursion

•

Office volunteer — contact Beryl Walker Tel 9397
6887, e-mail bemwalk@hotmail.com

Mon 25 Mar: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat, Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm

•

Card sales — contact Beryl Walker Tel 9397 6887,
e-mail bemwalk@hotmail.com

•

Conservation and Research Committee –
Chair of this committee essential to the advocacy
role of the organisation — contact Sue Mather
suzannemather@bigpond.com

Sat 6 Apr: Garvey Park, Half-day excursion

•

Cards marketing and promotion – contact
Valerie Hemsley Tel 9364 6573 e-mail themsley@
iinet.net.au

Thu 18 Apr: Ascot Waters, Ascot, Half-day excursion

•

•

Great Cocky Count — April 7— register as a
volunteer at www.birdlife.org.au/carnabys/greatcocky-count; we need to find more night roosts for
both white-tailed and red-tailed cockies — contact
Tamara Kabat on 9287 2204 or 0457 333 177 or
greatcockycount@birdlife.org.au.
Western Ground Parrot — more surveys are
planned for this autumn at both Fitzgerald River
and Cape Arid NPs; e-mail wgparrot@hotmail.com
to register interest; travel cost subsidies available;
food supplied and camping equipment available if
necessary.

Sun 24 Mar: Ray Marshall Park, Viveash, Half-day excursion

Fri 29 Mar to Mon 1 Apr: Easter campout at Walpole
Sat 30 Mar: Lake Richmond, Rockingham, Half-day excursion
Sat 13 Apr: Woodman Point – Jaeger watch, Cockburn,
Extension excursion
Sun 14 Apr: Blackwall Reach, Bicton, Half-day excursion
Sat 20 Apr: Lake Coogee, Munster, Half-day excursion
Mon 22 Apr: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat, Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Thu 25 to Sun 28 Apr: Anzac Day campout at Quaalup
Homestead Wilderness Retreat in Fitzgerald River National
Park
Sat 27 Apr: Lake Monger, Cambridge, Photogroup activity
Sun 28 Apr: Lake Goollelal, Kingsley, Half-day excursion
Sat 4 and Sun 5 May: Albany Pelagic
Sun 5 May: Eric Singleton Bird Reserve, Bayswater, Half-day
excursion
Sat 11 May: Bull Creek Wetlands, Half-day excursion
Thu 16 May: Tomato Lake, Kewdale, Half-day excursion

Crossword No. 14,
answers

Sat 18 May: Ascot Waters, Ascot, Photogroup activity
Sun 19 May: Ellis Brook, Gosnells, Half-day excursion
Sat 25 May: Len Howard Conservation Park, Mandurah, Halfday excursion
Mon 27 May: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat, Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm

ACROSS
4 jostle; 7 coordinator; 9 straight; 11 noisy; 12 creche; 14
Gluepot; 16 driver; 17 Eyre; 20 Ashmore; 25 anatomy; 26
span; 27 Hobby; 28 scope.

Sat 1 to Mon 3 Jun: Foundation Day campout, Dryandra
Woodland

DOWN
1 Coot; 2 singled; 3 raptor; 4 Joondalup; 5 or; 6 lily; 8
disperse; 9 sacred; 10 archives; 13 bower; 15 Nearctic; 18
extend; 19 brush; 21 heavy; 22 sky; 23 nape; 24 bib

Thu 13 Jun: Tom Bateman Reserve, Thornlie, Half-day
excursion

Advertising Rates
1/4 page: $35.00
1/2 page: $55.00
Full page: $100.00
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Sun 2 Jun: The Spectacles, Kwinana, Half-day excursion
Sat 8 Jun: Serpentine National Park, Half-day excursion

Sat 15 Jun: Flynn Road, Mundaring, Half/Full-day excursion
Sun 16 Jun: Ellis Brook, Gosnells, Photogroup activity
Sun 23 Jun: Wearne Road, North Bannister, Full-day
excursion
Mon 24 Jun: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat, Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Sun 30 Jun: Victoria Reservoir, Canning Mills, Half-day
excursion
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BirdLife members in the field
At the Lake
McLarty excursion
(see report, p39).
Photo by Barry
Heinrich

Scanning Edward
Island, Lancelin (see
report, p39). Photo by
Jennifer Sumpton

BirdLife WA Photography Group

Penguin Island, 8 December 2012 (see report, page 38)
Top left and centre by Barry Heinrich: The Photography Group and Rock Doves.
Top right by Sandra Wallace: Buff-banded Rail wistfully eyeing Barry’s sandwich, with Barry’s lens in
the background

Bridled Tern at Penguin Island. Left and centre photos by Barry Heinrich. Right photo by Maris Lauva.

Common Greenshank, Alfred
Cove, 24 November 2012. Photo
by Ian Wallace

Leucistic Willie Wagtail seen at
Bibra Lake by several members
in January 2012. Photo by
Pauline Arnold
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Eastern Curlew, Mandurah, 13
January 2013. Photo by Maris
Lauva
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Lancelin excursion (see report, page 39).
Above: White-breasted Robin (left) and Galah (right). Photos by Barry
Heinrich
Below: Emus on the 18th hole, Lancelin Golf Course. Photo by Jennifer
Sumpton

Striated Pardalote at a Fairy Martin nest,
breakaway at Lake Wangine north of
Kalgoorlie. Photo by Michael Nield
White-fronted Chat, Mills Road, McLarty, 3
December 2012. Photo by Sandra Wallace
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