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Muir’s Corella: a conservation success story for
Western Australia?
In 2010, a major study showed that one fifth of the world’s
vertebrate species were at risk of extinction, and listed as
threatened on the Red List, the international threatened
species list maintained by the International Union for the
Conservation of Nature (IUCN). A similar tale is evident in
the foreword to the 2010 Action Plan for Australian Birds,
where BirdLife’s then CEO Graeme Hamilton noted that at
one level the book described a tragedy. This was the tragedy
of 234 bird taxa (species and subspecies) being listed as
threatened since Europeans colonised Australia only 200
years ago. Although many species remain threatened,
and the number of endangered species and subspecies
continues to rise, the conservation terrain does include
occasional success stories, and one of these is the story of
Muir’s Corella in WA’s south-west. From a population low of
around 100 birds in the 1940s, Muir’s Corella has recovered.
Following its designation by the Action Plan for Australian
Birds 2010 as ‘Least Concern’, Muir’s Corella was removed
from the WA threatened species list on
6 November 2012 (see Editors’ Note).

Western Australia’s Corellas
WA has four corellas in the southern
part of the state. Two of them, Little
Corella and Eastern Long-billed Corella
have been introduced to the region
through aviary releases or escapes
and both are increasing not only in
the Perth metropolitan area, but also
in a number of locations in the deep
south-west. For more information, see
the September 2012 issue of Western
Australian Bird Notes (Blythman
2012).

Prohibition of shooting and poisoning of Muir’s Corella
allowed for a gradual rise in numbers and extension of
range beyond the tiny stronghold in the Lake Muir area.
Currently, the corellas occupy an area from Boyup Brook
and Qualeup, south to the lower Perup River and Lake Muir
and east to Rocky Gully, Frankland and Cranbrook (see
map, page 2). There is some evidence that the range is still
slowly expanding. Over the recovery period, DEC carried out
aerial counts. Since 2007, simultaneous ground counts have
been done annually, often with community and landholder
assistance, to more accurately assess population numbers
and distribution, and to guide management. Regular counts
also contributed important information about habitat
preferences.
Muir’s Corella nests in the hollows of mature live eucalypts
or corymbias (Marris), often single paddock trees or along
roadsides. Critical habitat is also considered to include
Flooded Gum, Yate and paperbark.
Clearing for agriculture, and
the conversion of farmland and
subsequent clearing of paddock and
other trees, has resulted in the loss of
numbers of suitable nesting trees.

Some species, many parrots and
cockatoos among them, have adapted
to the loss of native habitat and
changing landscapes by increasing the
range of foods they eat. Muir’s forages
not only for its native corms and bulbs
and introduced grasses and weeds
such as the corms of Guildford Grass
or Onion Grass, but also for grain.
Cereal is taken from crops such as
Muir’s Corella feeding on grain.
wheat, barley and oats and also from
Photo by Julia Wayne
grain spills and grain storage areas.
Muir’s Corella and Butler’s Corella, the
The birds also make themselves
south-west’s native corellas, are both
unpopular by chewing young trees
subspecies of the Western Corella,
and plants, including those in gardens and revegetation
also known as the Western Long-billed Corella. Butler’s
projects, and infrastructure such as television aerials. Like
Corella (Cacatua pastinator butleri), the northern wheatbelt
corellas everywhere, they are noisy and raucous when they
subspecies, is very abundant, increasing in range through
get together in large flocks.
some areas of the northern and eastern wheatbelt, and is a
serious nest competitor of the Endangered Carnaby’s BlackCockatoo in the northern agricultural region.
A conservation success story, and a

Muir’s Corella
When Europeans settled in Western Australia, Muir’s
Corella (Cacatua pastinator pastinator), the southernmost
subspecies of Western Corella, ranged from the new
European colony at Perth through the south-west to Albany
and Augusta, and east to Broomehill, the Stirling Ranges and
the Porongurups. Along with other corellas, Muir’s Corella
was able to take advantage of agriculture: its species name
‘pastinator’ was allocated to it because of its ability to use
its bill to dig to eat grain, as well as native corms and roots,
and refers to the Latin name for an agricultural digging
implement. In 1835, only six years after the new Perth
colony was established, corellas were already considered to
be pests of the new colonialists’ crops. By the early years
of the Twentieth Century, they had reduced considerably
in range and abundance, largely due to poisoning and
shooting. In the 1940s, just over 100 years since European
colonisation, only about 100 birds remained, all of them in a
single locality near Lake Muir east of Manjimup.
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challenge

From a low of around 100 birds in the 1940s, Muir’s Corella
has recovered to the current population estimate of 1316,000. Now delisted – i.e., no longer listed as threatened
– the corella represents a rare success story, one of a
vertebrate brought back to recovery from critically low
levels. The bird’s recovery is a testament to an effective
recovery program, primarily one of protection from shooting
and poisoning. However, as it has in the past, this corella
continues to present us with a number of management
challenges.
So that its protection can be assured, Muir’s Corella is now
listed as ‘Other Specially Protected’ fauna. For some time,
the corella has been a declared pest because of its grain
eating habits. As in recent decades, future management
will rely partly on land managers using non-lethal methods
to control or scare birds from germinating grain etc. Land
managers can also help by minimising the amount of grain
to which the birds have access, by controlling grain spills
where possible and reducing access in open storage areas.
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Muir’s Corella: a conservation success story for
Western Australia? ctd
The management challenge will however not only involve
farmers. It will also involve the broader community, including
the conservation community, understanding the difficulty
that landholders face in bearing the costs of managing a
species of conservation concern.

Serventy, D.L. and Whittell, H.M. (1951). ‘A Handbook of
the Birds of Western Australia (with the exception of the
birds of the Kimberley Division)’. (Paterson: Perth.)
Cheryl Gole
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Muir’s Corella near grain stocks. Photo by Tim
Foley

Editors’ note: The following information has just been released by the Department of Environment and Conservation.

THREATENED BIRD LIST CHANGES
IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA
On Tuesday 6 November 2012, the updated threatened
species lists for WA were published in the Government
Gazette, and there have been a number of changes for
birds. These changes bring the WA list closely in line with
the Action Plan for Australian Birds 2010. The Action
Plan (Garnett et al. 2011) outlines the justification for
the changes. The full copies of the revised WA lists of
declared threatened animals and plants can be accessed at
http://www.dec.wa.gov.au/management-and-protection/
threatened-species/listing-of-species-and-ecologicalcommunities.html

Threatened fauna deletions
Platycercus icterotis xanthogenys (Western Rosella – inland
subspecies), Macronectes giganteus (Southern Giant Petrel),
Morus capensis (Cape Gannet), Falcunculus frontatus
whitei (Northern Crested Shrike-tit), Phoebetria palpebrata
(Light-mantled Albatross), Erythrura gouldiae (Gouldian
Finch), Cacatua pastinator pastinator (Muir’s Corella), Sula
dactylatra bedouti (Masked Booby – Eastern Indian Ocean)
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Threatened fauna additions
Thalassarche steadi (White-capped Albatross), Thalassarche
impavida (Campbell Albatross), Falco hypoleucos (Grey
Falcon), Charadrius leschenaultii leschenaultii (Greater Sand
Plover – Mongolian), Numenius madagascariensis (Eastern
Curlew), Calidris ferruginea (Curlew Sandpiper), Limosa
lapponica baueri (Bar-tailed Godwit – western Alaskan),
Limosa lapponica menzbieri (Bar-tailed Godwit – northern
Siberian), Calidris tenuirostris (Great Knot), Calidris canutus
piersmai (Red Knot – New Siberian Islands), Calidris
canutus rogersi (Red Knot – north-eastern Siberia), Malurus
coronatus coronatus (Purple-crowned Fairy-wren – western),
Puffinus huttoni (Hutton’s Shearwater), Charadrius mongolus
(Lesser Sand Plover)
Reference
Garnett, S., Szabo, J., and Dutson, G. (2011). ‘The Action
Plan for Australian Birds 2010.’ (CSIRO Publishing:
Melbourne.)
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Letters to the Editors
Dear Editors

Bibliography and further reading

Naming of birds

Gould, J. (1841a). Falco hypoleucos. Proceedings of the
Zoological Society of London, Part 8, 162–163.

The series of articles on the Naming of Birds by Iuvencus
is full of interesting information. The Greek myths are
notorious for being interpreted in many different ways
and the link between Pandion the King of Athens and the
Eastern Osprey seems more obscure than usual. According
to Robert Graves there was another King Pandion of Athens
apart from the one who died of grief when his daughters
were transformed. This second King Pandion was the son
of King Cecrops who was expelled from Athens by his sons
and fled to Megara, being carried there under the wings of
the Goddess Athene who was in the form of a “Diver Bird”.
His son Pandion then became King of Athens but was also
dethroned by rivals and he too fled to Megara where he later
became King. When he died his tomb was placed on a bluff
overlooking the sea called “The Bluff of Athene the Diver
Bird”. The tomb is still there. This is a rather feeble link to
the Eastern Osprey (Diver Bird?), but I offer it as a possible
explanation.
Evelyn Meek
Dear Editors
Naming of Grey Falcon Falco hypoleucos Gould, 1841
Responding to Iuvencus’ (2012) explanation of the scientific
name of the Grey Falcon, I found the author’s offerings a bit
short and uncharitable if not inadequate, urging me to come
to the rescue of John Gould.
When Gould described and named Falco hypoleucos in
1840 (the text is printed in Gould 1841a), he had at his
disposal one single specimen, the first and at that time only
specimen available. What Gould had not known yet was that
the specimen was a juvenile. His devoted field worker, John
Gilbert, had acquired the specimen in 1839 during a visit to
‘the colony’, the Perth of today. Gilbert received it from Lock
Burgess, a resident of York WA. It is assumed that Burgess
had collected the specimen in the York area.
Gilbert wrote ‘White Falcon’ on a collection data card. Gould
initially gave the species the common name ‘White-breasted
Falcon’ (Gould 1841b). Those names and the scientific
epithet hypoleucos refer to the white underparts of juvenile
plumage of that first specimen.
John Gould’s wife, Elizabeth, illustrated the specimen shortly
before her early death in August 1841, accurately depicting
the features of a juvenile Grey Falcon: the underparts
showing white feathers with bold blackish ‘blotches’ in the
centre, exactly as juvenile Grey Falcons have them. Gould
introduced the common name ‘Grey Falcon’ not before 1848,
when he published in part 36 of The Birds of Australia (Gould
1848a) a revised text and a new plate for the species.
H.C. Richter had painted the new plate, showing two birds,
one immature or sub-adult (I’m aware that an immature
plumage has not been described to date) and one adult.
Richter’s plate and the new text were also used in volume
1 of the final 7-volume oeuvre The Birds of Australia (Gould
1848b; a ‘Supplement’ was published in 1869). The work is
available online from the website of the National Library of
Australia, and Richter’s Grey Falcon plate is at <http://www.
nla.gov.au/apps/cdview/?pi=nla.aus-f4773-1-s144-v>.
It is most unfortunate that the first and important ‘type
specimen’ appears to be lost, and therefore Elizabeth’s
rare painting is the only embodiment of the specimen that
is attached to the name Falco hypoleucos that is available
today.
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Gould, J. (1841b). ‘The Birds of Australia, Part 5’. (The
author: London).
Gould, J. (1848a). ‘The Birds of Australia, Part 36.’ (The
author: London).
Gould, J. (1848b). ‘The Birds of Australia’. (The author:
London). Available online: <http://nla.gov.au/nla.
aus-f4773>.
Gould, J. (1865). ‘Handbook to the Birds of Australia, Vol. 1’.
(The author: London).
Iuvencus. (2012). Naming of Birds. Accipitriformes (raptors,
hawks, eagles). Western Australian Bird Notes 143, 1314.
McEvey, A. (1989). A note on early and late states of plates
and text pages for John Gould’s The Birds of Australia.
Bulletin (Bibliographical Society of Australia and New
Zealand) 11, 69–75.
Schoenjahn, J. (2010). The type and other early specimens
of Grey Falcon Falco hypoleucos. Bulletin of the British
Ornithologists’ Club, 130, 102-115.
Jonny Schoenjahn
Dear Editors
Thanks
I would like to sincerely thank all those present on the Lake
Gwelup walk on 4 August for their help and support when I
broke my ankle.
Evelyn Kohary
Dear Editors
Kimberley birds
I would just like to let you know that Brice yesterday gave a
presentation on Kimberley birds at the University of the 3rd
Age (silly name) in Joondalup, and we LOVED it!
As a member of the captive audience I want to let your
organisation know that Brice is ‘priceless’ in the way he
presents his subject, so full of knowledge and his enormous
enthusiasm and love of birds is so eloquently presented in
words, tone of voice and body language. Brice is an absolute
inspiration. I have attended several events re birds as a
member of BirdLife WA, and have never encountered anyone
like Brice. Several of us thanked him personally, but I just
wanted to let you all know what you probably already
appreciate — a marvellous and singularly outstanding
ambassador for birds in Brice. Thank you!
Traudl Tan
Dear Editors
Identification of firetail
You have probably had lots of emails about the incorrect
description of the Red-eared Firetail on page 43 of the
September Western Australian Bird Notes. These are Redbrowed Finch and according to Simon Nevill in his Birds of
the Greater South West’,introduced from the East. He states
that they can be found around Piesse Brook, Helena Valley
and Bickley Brook.
I love the new look magazine and pictures and information
from members. Thank you.
Tina Smith
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Obituary
Vivian mccormAck, 10 january 1928 to 23 september 2012
Viv was well known in the Albany area. For many years she
was the child health sister in Albany and Katanning. She was
also involved in organisations such as the Weavers, the Wild
Flower Association, Probus and the Katanning Camera Club
in its early days.
Viv joined the RAOU in the very early 1980s. After attending
the first birdwatching course run by Ray Garstone at
the Albany Summer School in 1983, she was largely
instrumental, with the late Pam Piesse, in forming the
Albany Bird Group. She was a very capable and friendly
woman. With her efficient manner and good humour, she
involved everyone. She continued organising the group until
the late 1990s, when her health deteriorated. However,
she still took part in outings whenever she could, and

encouraged many people to join the
group. She will be greatly missed.
We met Viv at several Birds Australia
campouts before coming to live in
Albany in 1993. We joined her in doing
farm surveys, and also surveys of road
verges along the Chester Pass Road.
Liz and Charlie Davies

Viv
McCormack.
Photo by
Sandra
McCormack

Book reviews
The Field Guide to the
Birds of Australia (9th
edition) 2012
by Graham Pizzey & Frank Knight
Edited by Sarah Pizzey. HarperCollins Publishers,
Sydney. 624 pages, trade paperback, 238 x 153
x 34 mm. ISBN 9780732291938. RRP $45.
In another minor evolution of Graham Pizzey’s landmark
guide, daughter Sarah has replaced Peter Menkhorst as
scientific editor for the task of updating the book from its
previous 2007 version. Key changes in this edition include
revision to the taxonomy of Christidis and Boles (2008)
(hereafter ‘C&B’), moving vagrant species to a dedicated
rear section, addition of “eighteen new species” (though I
counted 20), and an expanded ‘visual index’ now grouped by
habitat, which covers both the front and back inside covers
and displaces the old hydrogeological map to the Preface.
Geographic coverage is the same as previous editions,
namely to include the island territories of the Torres Strait
(Sabai and Boigu), Ashmore, Lord Howe and Norfolk Islands,
but not the “political dependencies” of Christmas and Cocos
Islands. Previous editor Peter Menkhorst (2007) made the
commendable decision to take a “biogeographic view of
Australia rather than a political one”, contra the increasing
and rather self-serving tendency for Christmas or Cocos
vagrants to be proudly announced as a ‘first for Australia’.
First, the obvious comments. As has been said many times:
at a hefty 1.23 kg, this ever-expanding book is less a ‘field
guide’, and more a small reference text (or as the cover
byline claims, “the definitive work on bird identification”).
That said, the addition of 30-odd pages has added only 60g
to its weight since the last edition. There is a new look: an
elegant Wompoo Fruit-Dove replaces the malproportioned
Bee-eater as cover starlet, and models the new purple and
green colour scheme, with a lighter green replacing blue on
the distribution maps and making them easier to read. And
yes, this still has the most useful text, and many of the best
plates, of any of the Australian identification guides. Despite
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the claim in the preface of “amendments to the majority
of species entries”, I could see only scattered evidence of
this; the book still very much speaks with Graham Pizzey’s
authoritative voice despite his death in 2001.
There has been considerable effort given to not only
making the list and nomenclature fully ‘C&B compliant’
(necessary since the previous edition preceded publication
of C&B, and had a ‘sneak preview’ only), but also to apply
more recent taxonomic updates - implicitly, those of the
International Ornithological Committee - in recognition
that Australian checklists cannot remain static into the
future. The wise addition of English name captions to
some distinctive subspecies (eg, Grey-faced Petrel, Redcollared Lorikeet) provides extra insurance against future
splits. Conservation statuses have been revised as per the
Action Plan for Australian Birds 2010. But there is a modest
amount of genuinely new material in this edition, and some
of it has introduced errors. Of the five species added as a
result of splits of existing species (Collared Petrel, Western
Ground Parrot, Western Grasswren, Western White-naped
Honeyeater, Green-headed Yellow Wagtail), only Collared
Petrel receives a new illustration (unfortunately a crude,
inaccurate sketch rather useless for separating it from
Gould’s). Western White-naped Honeyeater is incorrectly
named as Melithreptus whitlocki, though at least they
avoided the IOC’s awful ‘Swan River Honeyeater’. Given that
the imaginary distinction between Gould’s chloropsis (1848)
and Mathews’ south-coastal whitlocki (1909) was carefully
illustrated in the same plate of the 8th edition, this glaring
error seems odd. Green-headed Yellow Wagtail (Motacilla
taivana; a C&B split not yet adopted internationally)
affords only a picture of two floating heads, one of which
(race macronyx) remains unsettled at species-level and is
grouped by some with the Western Yellow Wagtail group.
On the positive side, the plate for Western and Thick-billed
Grasswrens corrects a mistake in the previous edition in
which the labels for modestus and textilis were reversed
(though still failing to capture the very plain plumage of
Thick-billed). All of the 15 newly-added vagrants (not 13 as
promoted?) are freshly illustrated, though noticeably not to
Frank Knight’s usual high standard.
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Book reviews, ctd
There are some inconsistencies in the taxonomic treatment.
Some IOC splits considered but rejected by C&B have been
adopted, for example ‘White-headed Stilt’ Himantopus
leucocephalus is used for Black-winged (carelessly, above
text stating “Aust. race of widespread cosmopolitan species”,
and opposite a plate still labelled as Black-winged Stilt).
Paperbark Flycatcher Myiagra (inquieta) nana is again
included as a full species as it was in the 8th edition, for
which previous editor Peter Menkhorst (2007) admitted
being “caught out” by a last-minute change of mind by
C&B (2008), who left the taxonomy as “unresolved” . Given
the absence of any new supporting evidence, this probably
warrants at least a footnote regarding taxonomic status. Yet
other recent IOC changes (Gill and Donsker 2012) have been
missed: the Great Egret split missed by the 8th edition has
already been reversed, thus without an ‘Eastern’ prefix this
should be Ardea alba; conversely Eastern Cattle Egret has
been split as B. coromandus; Tricolored Grebe (T. tricolor)
not Little Grebe is now thought to be vagrant to Australia;
both Western Quail-Thrush and Nullarbor Quail-Thrush have
been split on genetic grounds. Recent seabird splits are
treated somewhat carelessly: the text and illustration for
Tropical Shearwater carelessly recycles those used in the last
edition for Audubon’s, despite obvious differences - not least
having blue-black feet instead of the carefully illustrated pink
ones! Similarly, Newell’s Shearwater repeats the illustration
used previously for Townsend’s, showing an underwing (but
not collar) closer to the latter. Persian (Arabian) Shearwater
is not mentioned, despite recent photographic evidence from
northern waters (Mustoe 2010).
The most noticeable changes in this edition are to the order
rather than the content. The plates have been reshuffled to
be “consistent with the new taxonomic order”, claiming to
follow C&B family/genus sequence “in all but a few cases...
where sufficiently like another to justify placing them on
the same plate”. For example, Magpie-lark has at last been
moved to its correct place among the monarchs, abandoning
the 8th edition’s amusingly weak excuse for grouping
it with Australian Magpie because they are “often seen
skirmishing”. Again there are many inconsistencies here,
presumably to avoid resetting artwork – though admittedly
these won’t trouble the average reader. For example, Regent
Honeyeater is not placed with the wattlebirds; chats are not
nested within the honeyeaters; Chowchilla and Australian
Logrunner are still inexplicably grouped with scrub-robins;
while tropicbirds – which occupy a single plate, so could
have easily been moved – are out of order for no apparent
reason. In other cases, the “sufficiently like another” clause
is ignored, for example Yellow-breasted Boatbill has been
moved (correctly) to the monarchs, yet is an excellent
candidate on confusion grounds for grouping with the yellow
flycatchers or robins.
But the biggest change, and one likely to divide opinions, is
the transfer of ‘vagrant’ species to a dedicated section at the
back of the book. No reason is given for this change, though
presumably it is one of the key changes “proposed by the
author before his death in 2001”. One driving reason may
be to ‘declutter’ the regular list. The potential benefits of
this can be seen in the rearrangement of the large plovers:
after banishing American and European Golden Plover to
the back (the latter an indulgence from the 8th edition,
still never reported in Australia), Pacific Golden Plover and
Grey Plover can once again be compared on the same plate.
Another reason may be to prevent Dooley’s ‘Papuan Harrier
Syndrome’ (Dooley 2007), or the tendency to over-report
rarities as soon as they become illustrated in field guides
(Papuan Harrier, incidentally, is another species appearing
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in this guide despite never being accepted on the Australian
list). Or perhaps it’s just a reaction to the gut instinct that
exotic birds like Blue-and-white Flycatchers and Arctic
Warblers aren’t naturally part of our avifauna.
I have several problems with this approach. Firstly, many
of the vagrants banished to the back have been replaced
only with empty paper, an inefficient use of space that has
contributed to the increased length of the book. This includes
a number of vagrants that obviously benefited from direct
comparison to commoner species, including Kentish Plover,
Black and Antarctic Tern, Northern Shoveler (which is now
so regularly reported it has been removed from the BirdLife
Australia Rarities Committee review list (BARC 2011), and
Fulmar Prion (the only prion treated as vagrant, despite
Broad-billed being listed by BARC). Secondly, the vagrant
ban annoyingly splits some whole families in half, notably the
storm-petrels and the penguins (which one could argue are
all vagrant apart from Little Penguin, with some just a little
more regular than others). Both of these families occupy
three full plates as in the last edition, but now with two in
the front and one in the back.
A third problem lies in the arbitrariness of defining what
is and isn’t a vagrant. This is not clearly defined, but the
Introduction states a loose criterion of those recorded
“on more than one occasion but considered outside their
‘normal’ range” (though a few ‘once-only’ accidentals like
Yellow Bittern sneak in), and in the Glossary as “rare and
irregular in occurrence; a species that has occurred in the
country fewer than 20 times in total”. Contrast this with
the benchmark British Collins Bird Guide (Svensson 2009),
which also separates vagrants and accidentals to appendices,
but uses a criterion of less than 15 records since 1900, in
a much more heavily-scrutinised region. In a country as
big and sparsely populated as Australia, can we really say
a species hasn’t occurred regularly, or just that it’s not
reported regularly? For example, Bulwer’s Petrel, Jouanin’s
Petrel and Swinhoe’s Storm-Petrel are listed as vagrant, yet
have been seen on most of the expeditions to Ashmore Reef
– in other words, whenever people go looking for them.
Those species determined to fall on the ‘non-vagrant’ side of
the coin have been stripped of the prominent ‘V’ symbol used
in the previous edition. These include several clearly vagrant
species that remain listed by BARC and with certainly fewer
than 20 records, for example White Wagtail, South Island
Pied Oystercatcher, Ringed Plover, House Swift, and Uniform
Swiftlet – which still has no sight-records accepted by BARC,
due to the virtual impossibility of ruling out other potential
New Guinean swiftlets. Free licence is given to Torres Strait
island visitors, for instance Orange-fronted Fruit-Dove is
treated in the main guide as “likely to be a regular visitor”,
even though it has not yet been accepted onto the Australian
list. The potential problem with ‘de-classifying’ some the
more regular vagrants is well illustrated by the Little Stint:
whilst I completely agree it is “probably under recorded ... in
non-breeding plumage”, it remains on the BARC review list
as a difficult to identify rarity, and should be clearly identified
as such to prevent naive over-reporting. A better approach
might have been to leave vagrant seabirds, gulls and
waders in the main section (I think birders are accustomed
to these), but apply a graduated vagrancy scale as used
effectively in books like the Collins Bird Guide (ie, V*,
V**, V***). The appendix could then have been reserved
for accidental or storm-blown land birds and ‘island-only’
vagrants, given that there seems little point in a mainland
Australian text acting as a field guide for Ashmore Reef or
Boigu/Sabai Islands.
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Book reviews, ctd
I hope this edition is viewed as a work in progress, as
there are plenty of improvements that could make this
guide even better. More information on potentially vagrant
swiftlets would have been very useful; for example the text
for Glossy Swiftlet states “small, pale-bellied swiftlets seen
over n. Australia may be this, or Cave Swiftlets”, but doesn’t
illustrate or describe the latter species. Furthermore, there is
no mention of the nest swiftlet species (generally presumed
to be Edible-nest Swiftlets), which have been repeatedly
reported (and photographed) at sites like Ashmore and
Broome. More attention to subspecies would be welcome, as
was done in this edition for Silvereye and Australian Magpie;
addition of subspecies limits to the now paler distribution
maps (as was done for only Varied Sittella) would reduce the
need for long textual descriptions. The simplistic distribution
maps remain a weak point, and I could see little evidence of
their revision despite some known errors, such as showing
Western Corella right across the southwest rather than as
two discrete populations, and Little Crow extending into the
southwest corner. Some of the more anecdotal distribution
notes are becoming quite dated, eg, it’s been a long time
since Kelp Gulls were “casual” at Jurien Bay. Some of the
main species, not just vagrants, need updated illustrations,
notably the tiny jaeger images. And there is still some work
to do on ensuring natural colour and tone in the plates, a
persistent criticism; personally I found the grey tints too
heavy and this made some birds (especially the waders) look
too starkly contrasting.
General errata include a few carried over from the previous
edition, despite being pointed out in published reviews
(Debus 2008) – “Lophocroa” not Lophochroa for Major
Mitchell’s Cockatoo, “Sugamel” not Sugomel for Black
Honeyeater. Newly introduced errors include “Chestnutblacked Quail-Thrush”, not only an embarrassing typo
but also an IOC name used for no apparent reason (C&B
is Chestnut Quail-thrush); “Black-winged” not Blackbacked Wagtail in the plate caption; “Middenhorff’s” not
Middendorff’s Grasshopper Warbler in both the text and plate
caption; C&B’s Ardenna is rejected for Puffinus, but without
gender correction of grisea and pacifica; “chloronatus”
not chloronotus for the western race of Silvereye. Silly
typos in some of the picture captions of the Family
Introductions section (“Australiasian Grebe”, “Australian PiedOystercatcher”) suggest these were done rather hurriedly,
and I must confess I still don’t quite see the value of this
section in an already overcrowded book. But credit for
responding to criticism from some 15 years ago (Battley
et al. 1997), and finally applying more careful usage of the
terms ‘juvenile’ and ‘immature’ in both the plates and text.
I’m conscious that the above reads as a string of criticisms,
mostly because this edition’s revisions have been at best
inconsistently, at worst carelessly applied. But I criticise this
book all the more because I regard it so highly, among solid
competition from other local field guides. This remains the
best and now most up-to-date Australian field guide, and
many birders will only see improvements in this edition. But
for those with an 8th edition still in working condition, there
is probably no pressing case for updating.
Thanks to Mark Newman, Robyn Pickering and others for
their helpful comments.
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Birds of Prey of Australia —
a new edition
by Stephen Debus
Birds of Prey of Australia: A Field Guide. CSIRO,
Melbourne.
Some years ago, Stephen Debus did Australian
amateur birdwatchers a considerable service
by producing a popular and inexpensive guide to Australian
raptors, based on Volume 2 of the Handbook of Australian,
New Zealand and Antarctic Birds (HANZAB). Unfortunately,
new copies have long been unobtainable. But now a new and
up-dated edition has been published.
As Debus notes in the Introduction, many changes have
taken place in ornithology since the original was published
in 1998. These include advances in scientific knowledge,
the development of DNA technology, and the increasing
use of digital photography. Hence, the new edition has
been extensively revised and divided into two sections: a
conventional Field Guide section, plus a Handbook which
deals briefly with distribution, behaviour, breeding, etc, of
each species.
The arrangement of the illustrations in the first edition left
a good deal to be desired. One of the major improvements
in this edition is the publication of the illustrations opposite
the text in a series of double-page spreads. The Field Guide
section is further enhanced by the inclusion of ‘split-image’
comparisons of the under-wing patterns of species which
are hard to distinguish, eg, Whistling Kite/Little Eagle (light
morphology); Eastern Osprey/immature White-bellied SeaEagle; Brown Goshawk/Collared Sparrowhawk; and Grey
Falcon/Grey Goshawk (adults and juveniles). The author also
makes the point that it is often better to concentrate on size,
shape, relative proportions and flight profiles of individual
birds rather than their plumage, which is often difficult to see
at a distance.
The bad news is that, at a RRP of $39.95, the new edition is
over twice as expensive as the original.
Stewart Houghton
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Observations
This list has been compiled by the WA
Records Officer with input from the
WA Records Committee. Metropolitan
suburbs or shires are in parentheses.
Please report interesting observations
to the WA Records Officer, John Graff
(wasightings@birdlife.org.au) or to
the BirdLife WA office (9383 7749).
Sightings are included on the BirdLife
WA sightings page (http://birdswa.org.
au/sightings.htm) as soon as possible,
and the most interesting are selected
for inclusion in the next WABN.
Highlights
A busy quarter has highlighted several
major rarities. A male Northern
Pintail put in an appearance on
the Vasse-Wonnerup Estuary, but
unfortunately was not re-sighted. A
Black-tailed Gull just south of Perth
stayed longer, but news did not filter
out in time for other birders to connect
with it. A South Polar Skua was
recorded from Woodman Point, but
was not identified until months later
from photos. A snipe, considered by
the observer to be one of the Gallinago
snipes, was seen in a backyard drain
at Dardanup, but disappeared before
its identification could be taken further.
In the north, a White Wagtail was
the latest rarity to make the Broome
Sewage Ponds home for a time, while a
Little Stint was present for a few days
on the northern shores of Roebuck Bay.
The other major highlight was the
ongoing irruption of arid zone species
into the south-west, highlighted by
numerous and widespread reports
of Black-tailed Native-hen, and
Pied and Black Honeyeaters
across the south-west. This ongoing
irruption of arid species represents
one of the largest irruptions into
the south-west for at least the last
decade or so. Further afield, Scarletchested Parrots were reported in
the woodlands west of Kalgoorlie,
probably a further sign of recent good
conditions.

METROPOLITAN (UBD
Street Directory)
Freckled Duck – 1, 01/10/12, Picnic
Cove, Lake Joondalup (Edgewater)
– DB & SK (few recent records in
Perth)
Black Kite – 1, 23/07/12, corner of
Anketell Rd & Abercrombie Rd
(Postans) – RK & JW * 1, 2031/08/12, ALCOA Wellard Wetlands
(Baldivis) – BL, MN et al. (rare in
the south-west)

Black-tailed Native-hen – 1,
27/07/12, Whiteman Park
(Landsdale) – MB * up to 4,
30/07-23/10/12, Herdsman Lake
(Herdsman) – CG et al. * up to 6,
02/08/-20/10/12, Lake Gwelup
(Gwelup) – CG et al. * 35+
03/08/12, Yanchep National Park
(Yanchep) – RC * 2, 05/08/12,
Lake Claremont (Claremont) – DB
* up to 2, 11/08/-14/10/12, Bibra
Lake (Bibra Lake) – JS, DJa et al. *
up to 6, 15/08/-08/09/12, ALCOA
Wellard Wetlands (Baldivis) – MN
* 1, 14-17/09/12, Gobba Lake
(Bayswater) – GE * 1, 20/09/12,
Alfred Cove (Attadale) – MC * 25,
13/10/12, corner of Warbrook Rd
& Sawpit Gully Rd (Bullsbrook) –
MBa * 1, 15/10/12, Carine Lake
(Carine) – JDa * 3, 20/10/12, east
side of Lake Joondalup (Wanneroo)
– DT (rare in the metropolitan area,
irruption continuing)
Australian Painted Snipe – 1, 2631/07/12, Alfred Cove (Attadale)
– GP & MC * 1, 04/09/12, RAAF
Pearce (Bullsbrook) – MR (rare in
the south-west)
SOUTH POLAR SKUA – 1, 03/05/12,
Woodman Point (Munster) – MC
(rarely reported in Australia;
subject to acceptance by BARC)

SOUTH WEST (Shark Bay to
Cape Arid)
NORTHERN PINTAIL – 1 male,
12/09/12, Vasse-Wonnerup Estuary
(Busselton) – WB (5th record for
WA, if accepted by BARC)
Diamond Dove – 4+, 15/09/12,
Darkan Rd, near Darkin Swamp
(Beverley) – KS et al. (rare in the
south-west)
Southern Giant-Petrel – 1 white
morph, 06/08/12, Gracetown
(Augusta-Margaret River) – JG
(white morph rarely reported in
WA)
Hutton’s Shearwater – 1 leucistic,
12/08/12, Cape Naturaliste
(Busselton) – JG
Black-tailed Native-hen – 1,
06/08/12, North Rd (Albany) – JD *
up to 9, 16-24/10/12, Lake McLarty
(Murray) – BR et al. * 1, 29/08/12,
Williams River Bridge (Williams) –
DS * 4, 15/09/12, Phillips Swamp
(Manjimup) – PT * 1, 23/09/12,
Busselton (Busselton) – DS * 1,
01/10/12, Cheyne Beach Caravan
Park (Albany) – AM * 1, 03/10/12,
Rocky Gully (Plantagenet) – FO et
al. (uncommon in far south-west)

Long-tailed Jaeger – 1, 03/04/12,
Woodman Point (Munster) – MC
(rarely recorded in WA)

Gull-billed Tern – 1, 02/10/12, Lake
Preston (Waroona) – BR (rare in
the south-west)

Common Noddy – 1, 21/09/12,
Woodman Point (Munster) – JG
(rare this far south)

Pied Honeyeater – 50+, 25/08/12,
Sovereign Hill (Gingin) – DJ *
numerous, 01-08/09/12, Ledge
Point (Gingin) – WM et al. *
numerous, 02-12/09/12, Seabird
(Gingin) – ML et al. * 5, 14/10/12,
Cheyne Beach (Albany) – FO et
al. (rare in the far south-west,
irruption)

BLACK-TAILED GULL – 1, 0412/09/12, Cockburn Sound
(Henderson) – PC (2nd record for
WA, if accepted by BARC)
Red-backed Kingfisher – 1,
17/10/12, Hawkevale Bushland
(High Wycombe) – SR (very rare in
metropolitan area)
Pied Honeyeater – numerous, 08/0907/10/12, Pipidinny Road (Eglinton)
– FC et al. * 1, corner of York
Street & Federal Street (Tuart Hill)
– NJ * 2+, near Arena Joondalup
(Joondalup) – DJ (rare near Perth,
very rare in metropolitan area,
irruption into south-west)
Black Honeyeater – numerous,
02/09-20/10/12, Pipidinny Road
(Eglinton) – NJ, NW et al. (rare
near Perth, irruption into southwest)
Eastern Yellow Wagtail – 1,
04/10/12, Perth Airport (Perth
Airport) – BR (rare in the southwest)

Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 144 December 2012

Black Honeyeater – several,
25/08/12, Sovereign Hill (Gingin)
– DJ * up to 12+, 27/08-12/09/12,
Seabird (Gingin) – MB, JSa et al.
* numerous, 01-08/09/12, Ledge
Point (Gingin) – WM et al. * 1,
near Tenterden (Cranbrook) – DBo
* 6+, 29/09/12, Angwin’s Road
(Wagin) – MM * up to 20+, some
breeding, 29-30/09/12, Coblinine
Nature Reserve (Katanning) – DS
* up to 6+, 30/09-11/10/12, Quiss
Road (Jerramungup) – FO et al. *
4, 30/09/12, Boxwood-Ongerup
Road (Gnowangerup) – FO et al.
* heard, 01-02/10/12, Cheyne
Beach (Albany) – FO et al. * ~12,
14/10/12, Neaves Rd (Bullsbrook)
– MBa, SC & JT (rare in the far
south-west, irruption)
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Observations, ctd
ARID ZONE

KIMBERLEY

Bulwer’s Petrel – 1 taken into care
(later died), early 06/12, off NorthWest Cape (Exmouth) – via KO
(rarely reported this far south)

Flock Bronzewing – 1,000+,
02/08/12, 15km N of Sandfire
Roadhouse, Great Northern Hwy
(Broome) – BW (uncommon in WA,
high count)

White-tailed Tropicbird – 1,
29/08/12, Goodwyn A Platform,
135km NW of Karratha (Roebourne)
– JB (rarely reported)
Great-billed Heron – 1, 20/10/12,
Karratha Back Beach (Roebourne) –
LL (rare outside the Kimberley)
Black Falcon – 1, 13/10/12, Karratha
Back Beach (Roebourne) – LL (rare
outside the Kimberley)
Asian Dowitcher – up to 3,
27/09-18/10/12, Pickle’s Point,
near Carnarvon Boat Harbour
(Carnarvon) – LG (south of normal
range)
Ruddy Turnstone – 1, 26/09/12,
Lake Lefroy, Mount Morgan Station
(Kalgoorlie-Boulder) – GH (rare
inland)
Scarlet-chested Parrot – 1, early
09/12, near Yellowdine (Coolgardie)
– MF * 1, 21/09/12, Diemal Station
(Coolgardie) – JT (west of normal
range)

OBSERVERS

LITTLE STINT – 1 (partial breeding
plumage), 05-09/10/12, Tattler
Rocks, Roebuck Bay (Broome) – CH
et al. (rare in Australia)
Ruff – 1, 18/09/12, Lake Eda (Broome)
– SD * 1 (different bird), 14/10/12,
Lake Eda (Broome) – SD (rare in
Western Australia)
WHITE WAGTAIL – 1 (race
leucopsis), 24-25/09/12, Broome
Sewage Ponds (Broome) – SD (rare
in Australia; subject to acceptance
by BARC)

COCOS ISLANDS
Eurasian Teal – 1, 21/08/12, West
Island – PJ (vagrant to Australia)

AM = Allan Marsh
BL = Bob Lawson
BR = Bill Rutherford
BW = Ben Weston
CG = Claire Gerrish
CH = Chris Hassell
DB = David Bruce
DBo = David Bolton
DJ = Darryl Jones
DJa = Darryl James
DS = David Secomb
DT = David Taggart
FC = Fred Coles
FO = Frank O’Connor
GE = Gordon Elliott
GH = Greg Harewood
GP = Graham Palmer
JB = Julian Bell
JD = John Dart
JDa = John Darnell
JG = John Graff
JS = Jim Schultz
JSa = James Sansom
JT = Jeff Turpin
JW = Jenny Wilcox
KS = Karl Seddon
KO = Kim Onton

LG = Les George
LL = Lou Leidwinger
MB = Mark Blythman
MBa = Mike Bamford
MC = Martin Cake
MF = Maureen
Francesconi
ML = Maris Lauva
MM = Marion Massam
MN = Mark Newman
MR = Michael Rocca
NJ = Nigel Jackett
NW = Nathan Waugh
PC = Peter Cochrane
PJ = Pam Jones
PT = Peter Taylor
RC = Ruth Courts
RK = Richard King
RP = Russel Palmer
SC = Simon
Cherriman
SD = Simon Davies
SK = Steve Keeling
SR = Sacha Ruoss
WB = William Brooker
WM = Wayne Merritt

Grey Teal – 1, 08/12, West Island – PJ
et al. (1st record for Cocos)
Yellow Bittern – 1 photographed by
camera trap, 25/08/12, Direction
Island – RP (vagrant to Australia;
subject to acceptance by BARC)

BirdLife WA reports
CHAIR’S REPORT
The last three months have seen BirdLife WA members
engaged in a number of activities, many in the field. We
have had teams working with Rio Tinto on their Birdwatch
Events in Pannawonica, Dampier and Port Hedland, giving
the organisation a valuable education and promotional
opportunity in these more remote areas. The partnership
with Australian Wildlife Conservancy continues with surveys
of Faure Island, Mt Gibson and Karakamia over recent
weeks. The Great Western Woodlands Project has involved
survey teams in different locations, some quite remote. The
Caring for our Country grant for Exmouth Gulf has seen a
team visiting that area to do surveys and work with schools
and the community. The reports from the Stirling Range
Retreat indicate that this year’s visitor response was the best
yet.
All these activities are added to the regular program of
excursions, campouts, community talks and walks, school
visits and having a presence at public functions.
A big thank you to all the members who voluntarily
commit their time and expertise to these various activities,
all making an invaluable contribution to native bird
conservation.
The Myalup Bird Observers have become our latest country
branch, convened by Errol Harwood. The country branches
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have been invited to convene in Perth for a workshop
coinciding with the AGM next February. We are looking
for members in Perth who would be prepared to have any
country members needing accommodation stay for two
nights. If you are able to help please contact Liz Fox, our
Country Branch liaison officer at liz.fox@birdlife.org.au or
9287 2716.
Rick Moody has been co-opted to the position of Treasurer
until the AGM. Rick, a South Australian member of 25 years
standing and recently arrived in Perth, has offered to fill this
important position. Rick comes to us with a wealth of senior
finance executive experience over the last 18 years.
Jim Langford has re-located and is no longer able to manage
the office. Some of the tasks associated with this role are
being managed by the office volunteers and Liz Walker is
again proving how invaluable she is.
Peregrine House some days is unbelievably busy with both
the staff working from there added to the accelerated rate
of the branch’s activities. I would like to thank all those
people regularly in the building for making this a place where
worthwhile activities can happen for our amazing birdlife.
Suzanne Mather
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BirdLife WA reports, ctd
BIRDLIFE WA PROJECTS
Pannawonica Birdwatch
For over a decade, the partnership between BirdLife
International and Rio Tinto International has given rise
to Birdwatch Events , opportunities for members of local
communities, Rio Tinto employees and families to enjoy
and appreciate the birds and habitats associated with the
company’s varied operating sites. This has led to Birdwatch
Events being organised all over the world, in North and
South America, southern Africa, Europe, Papua New Guinea,
Indonesia, India, and through the partnership between Rio
Tinto and BirdLife Australia as well.
Birdwatch Events make use of the local BirdLife Partner, in
this case BirdLife WA, as “social outdoor meetings (that)
provide an initial vehicle for promoting the BirdLife–Rio
Tinto partnership, aid relationship-building and can act as
a communication springboard for the identification and
development of collaborative biodiversity projects” (BirdLife
International
2012). As an
example of
the type of
collaboration that
is possible, and
as WA members
are already aware,
it is through a
partnership with
Rio Tinto, that
BirdLife Australia
has identified
and documented
almost all of
Pannawonica Hill. Photo by
the Australian
Patrick Distel
Important Bird
Areas.
The Pannawonica Birdwatch event organised between
BirdLife Western Australia and Rio Tinto was held on 25
August 2012. In all, 38 participants, ranging from wideeyed infants in backpacks to enthusiastic septuagenarians,
joined three BirdLife WA ‘experts’ to visit the water holes
immediately below the iconic Pannawonica Hill, part of the
Robe River system. In this idyllic setting 48 bird species were
recorded during a three hour session that commenced at 8
am. A further seven species were added during a one hour
visit to the larger, nearby Japanese Pool.
The scenery was breathtaking and the morning fog hanging
over the waterholes at sunrise was unforgettable as we
travelled to set up camp. Patrick Distel, the Environmental
Officer for Rio Tinto, explained that the local Aboriginal
legend describes the fog “as the smoke left over from the
fires lit by the ancestors during the previous night”.

River were given
by Rio Tinto staff
and an overview of
BirdLlife Western
Australia activities
and objectives was
delivered along with
a subtle promotion
for the possible
establishment of
BirdLife WA Pilbara
branch. Patrick
told the folktale
behind the history
Japanese Pool, Pannawonica.
of Pannawonica and
Photo by Patrick Distel
the conflict between
the two ‘mobs’,
the Anailya and
Boogada, over the landmark Pannawonica Hill.
Overall it was a highly successful event with Rio Tinto
including a similar event in their 2013 Business Plan and
the projection that in future this will be an annual event.
The three BirdLife WA members thoroughly enjoyed the
experience and valued the opportunity to be part of this
event in such a wonderful part of our state. We were made
very welcome and greatly appreciated the enthusiasm and
support of the staff and their families.
Bird highlights included Wedge-tailed Eagles, Blue-winged
Kookaburra, Whistling Kites (numerous), Grey-crowned
Babblers, a White-bellied Sea-Eagle, Black-fronted Dotterels
and Rainbow Bee-eaters. Unfortunately, the Grey Falcon did
not make an appearance this year — maybe next time…
Lorraine Marshall
(Vice Chair, BirdLife WA)
(Tegan Douglas and Mark Henryon)
Reference
BirdLife International (2012). www.birdlife.org/action/
business/rio_tinto/how_partnership_works.html
Pannawonica Birdwatch

Rangelands: Fortescue Marshes and
surroundings station survey

Morning tea included sumptuous homemade cakes and
slices and a traditional barbecue lunch, which more than
satiated the hungry birders. Prizes were given to the most
enthusiastic child in each of our three groups and binoculars
for the closest guess to the total species count. The children
ended the morning with a swim in the crystal clear waters.
These pools are fed by artesian fresh water springs and
support six varieties of native fresh water fish, sufficient
to feed the two pelicans sighted the previous afternoon.
Short talks on the monitoring and preservation of the Robe

The 2012 station survey campout took 15 participants to
the Fortescue Marshes, north of Newman for two weeks of
bird surveys to support the Department of Environment and
Conservation’s biodiversity documentation of the region. The
first camp on Roy Hill Station, dubbed “Winsor Heights”,
due to the proliferation of Diamond Doves, concentrated
on documenting the waterbirds on open-water pools and
the relationship of bushbirds to the surrounding vegetation
types. Concentrations of hundreds of Plumed Whistling
Ducks, Eurasian Coots, Grey Teals, Australian Pelicans and
Little Cormorants highlighted the waterbird population
surveys. Huge flocks of Budgerigars, Cockatiels and Zebra
Finches were a feature of the terrestrial areas. The second
week’s camp on Mulga Downs, on the north-western end
of the marshes, overlooking the Hamersley Ranges, was
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BirdLife WA projects, ctd
christened “Mountain View Estates”. Although the last
confirmed sighting of Night Parrots occurred in 2005 in
this area, our group failed to see this most enigmatic of
Australian bird species. Large flocks of Budgerigars continued
to delight. Among the 121 species we did record were good
sightings of Spotted and Swamp Harriers, Freckled Ducks,
Royal and Yellow-billed Spoonbills, Australian Bustards,
Spinifex Pigeons, Spinifexbirds, Bourke’s Parrots, Black,
Pied, Grey-headed and White-plumed Honeyeaters and
a White-bellied Sea-Eagle. The combination of excellent
birding, a convivial social gathering and our contribution to
the biodiversity documentation of the region combined to
make a memorable outing in the Pilbara Region. Stewart
Houghton was the “closest to the flag” for his prediction of
the total number of species observed on the campout. Our
appreciation goes out to Hamish Robertson of DEC, John
Luyer for evening station history talks and Pam and George
Agar for organising and leading a most enjoyable campout.
David T. Bell

The resident ecologists/caretakers, Lisa and Daniel, had
mapped and flagged the 24 sites which would be both inside
and outside the proposed feral-proof enclosure to be erected
around some 6300 hectares.
There is already a small, fenced enclosure in which Greater
Stick-nest Rats are successfully breeding and building their
large stick nests in fallen logs. The first individuals were
translocated from Franklin Island in South Australia as our
Western Australian mainland population is extinct.
Considerable planning by our efficient campout leaders,
George and Pam Agar, meant that we achieved all the
surveys by splitting into three teams of five to seven
observers each. Each team visited eight separate 2ha sites
and each site was visited twice (am and pm) and surveyed
for 20 minutes.
This extensive property, 360 km north-east of Perth, has
various types of woodland (Gimlet, Salmon Gum, mallee,
Callitris), acacia scrubland, low heath, stony ridges and salt
lake. The Quandong trees were covered with ripe red fruit
and many spring flowers were still blooming.

Bird survey of Karakamia Wildlife
Sanctuary
Sunday, 16 September 2012
A day excursion was organised to Karakamia Wildlife
Sanctuary to survey the bird life on the property. There were
22 BirdLife members participating in the survey with cool
and fine conditions.
The members were divided into three groups, each with
a BirdLife leader and a representative from AWC provided
maps for the area to be surveyed.
Three areas were searched during the morning (between
approximately 0900 and 1130).
1.

A bush circuit which included the dam and creek area west.

2.

A bush circuit which included the dam and creek area east.

3.

A circuit which included the front paddocks and
revegetation areas

A total of 45 species was recorded.
Three species were recorded for the first time: Little Pied
Cormorant, Australian White Ibis and Wedge-tailed Eagle.
The Eurasian Coot was recorded breeding as was the Redcapped Parrot.
Information and support provided by AWC staff/volunteers
was much appreciated as was the BBQ lunch provided at the
conclusion of the morning surveys.
Sue Abbotts

Mt Gibson Wildlife Sanctuary, 29
September–1 October
It was both a privilege and a challenge to be part of this
long weekend campout to Mt Gibson Wildlife Sanctuary,
which is owned and managed by Perth-based Australian
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Wildlife Conservancy (AWC). Visits to the Sanctuary are by
appointment only, and it was a challenge because we had
been invited there to do baseline surveys of bird species
present in 24 sites of different vegetation types.

A total of 72 bird species was recorded. In the woodlands
and adjacent edges we saw Rufous Treecreeper, Whitewinged Triller, Red-backed Kingfisher, Redthroat, Southern
Whiteface, Splendid and Variegated Fairy-wren, Red-capped
Robin, Jacky Winter, Rufous and Golden Whistler, and Tawny
Frogmouth.
White-fronted and Spiny-cheeked Honeyeaters were
present at nearly every site. White-eared, Grey-fronted and
Brown-headed Honeyeaters were also seen. A pair of Pied
Honeyeaters was accompanied by dependent young.
A pair of Chestnut Quail-thrush was seen beneath acacia
shrubs on sandy soil.
Various raptors were recorded including two Australian
Hobbies at a nest, and a Square-tailed Kite cruising over the
treetops.
Almost everyone saw a Spotted Nightjar on the track during
a night drive, and another one was flushed on a morning
walk among mixed heath near granite.
Around our campground and the old homestead 37 species
were easily seen. Seed-eaters came in daily to the drippool beneath the tank stand: Emu, Common Bronzewing,
Mulga Parrot, Regent Parrot, Galah, Little Corella, Australian
Ringneck, and Zebra Finch. One lone Major Mitchell’s
Cockatoo was seen. Our tent-dwellers were surprised to have
not just Emus strolling past their tents, but an Australian
Bustard and even a Malleefowl! In the open-sided community
room we were entertained by two Willie Wagtails persistently
harassing the large monitor lizards that would come too
close to the nest in the old shearing shed.
We really appreciated the welcome and the PowerPoint
briefing given by Lisa and Daniel on our arrival, the generous
barbecue and especially the precious time they spent leading
us to sites. We all put in our best effort and hope to return
to build on the data we have gathered for this worthwhile
conservation project.
Diane Beckingham
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Naming of birds
Addendum to Falconiformes. In the last issue the Pacific
Baza (Aviceda subcristata) was accidently omitted and
coincidently this was brought to my mind recently when
I saw my first in Mirima National Park near Kununurra
being attacked by three aggressive Yellow-throated Miners.
Aviceda, literally from the Latin is killing bird and subcristata
means slightly crested. Baza is derived from a Hindi word for
hawk.

GRUIFORMES
This order is named from the Latin grus for crane but is
much more diverse than its name suggests as we shall soon
see.

Gruidae
Grus antigone – Sarus Crane. Antigone is actually a
misnomer as it is from the Greek mythical character of the
same name who was metamorphosed into a stork. Linnaeus
who gave this bird its name confused Antigone with Gerana
(the daughter of Hera) who metamorphosed into a crane.
Sarus is from the Hindi word saras for
this bird and crane itself is from the
old English word cran, the name given
to the European Crane and may be
onomatopoeic for its raucous call.

Also called the Malay Banded-crake.
Lewinia pectoralis – Lewin’s Rail. Lewin (1770-1819)
was an English naturalist who settled in Australia and whose
name is also associated with other Australian bird species.
Also called Lewin’s Water-rail.
Gallirallus philippensis – Buff-banded Rail. Gallus is
Latin for cock or cockerel. This fairly common rail has a slight
cock-like appearance. The specific name shows that this bird
also occurs in the Philippines.
Other names are Banded Rail or just Rail.
Crex crex – Corncrake. The onomatopoeic origin of crake
has already been alluded to and the Latin name also alludes
to this fact, crex being a Greek word for several birds with
raucous and guttural calls.
Porzana pusilla – Baillon’s Crake. Porzana is a Venetian
name for the smaller crakes and pusilla is Greek for tiny.
There are two French naturalists called Baillon who have
birds named after them, and this one is Louis (1778-1855),
the son of Jean.
Porzana fluminea – Australian
Spotted Crake. Fluminea is Latin for
riverine, one of the habitats of this
crake.

Grus rubicunda – Brolga. Rubicunda
is Latin for ruddy or red and refers to
the red patch around the rear of the
head. The Sarus Crane has much more
red on the head; such is the confusion
of Linnaean nomenclature. Brolga is an
Aboriginal (Kamilaroi) name for this bird.

Also called Australian Crake or Spotted
Crake.
Porzana tabuensis – Spotless Crake.
Tabuensis means from Tonga also called
Tonga Tabu. Curiously the word taboo is
of the same origin!

It is also sometimes called the Australian
Crane.

Rallidae-Rails and Coots
Rallus is an invented Latin name given
by Linnaeus to this family of which
further will be said below.

Brolga (BWA Digital Library).
Photo by Frank O’Connor)

Porphyrio porphyrio – Purple Swamphen. Not much
to say here except that porphyrio is Latin for purple. This
root is also used for the diseases called porphyrias in which
purple patches can appear on the skin.
Also called Bald Coot, Eastern or Western Swamphen and
Pukeko (the Maori name).
Eulabeornis castaneoventris – Chestnut Rail. From
the Greek eulabes for cautious and ornis a bird, obviously
referring to the very wary nature of many of this family.
Castaneoventris is Latin for a chestnut belly. The name rail
is of uncertain origin but is almost certainly onomatopoeic
referring to their grunting voices. The French word râle
is used in pathology to describe rattling noises from the
chest and because of this some have suggested, probably
erroneously, that rail is derived from rattle.
Rallina fasciata – Red-legged Crake. Named directly
from the family name and fasciata is Latin for banded,
referring to the red and black stripes on its belly. Crake is
very onomatopoeic and sounds almost identical to the voice
of the Corncrake. The English names of rails and crakes can
be a bit confusing as the birds are so similar and both are
onomatopoeic. The rails may not be quite as harsh sounding
as the crakes and this is probably the only reason for the two
names.
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Amaurornis cinerea – White-browed
Crake. Amaurornis is Greek for duskybrown bird and cinerea is Latin for
ash-coloured. Birds of this genus tend
to be dusky brown on their backs and
ashy coloured on their chest. (Note that
this bird was previously in the genus
Porzana.)

Amaurornis moluccana – Pale-vented Bush Hen.
Moluccana means from the Molucca (Malaku) Islands of
Indonesia.
Tribonyx ventralis – Black-tailed Native-hen. Tribo is
Greek for to crush or wear away and onux is a claw. Like
domestic hens they scratch away at the ground with their
claws. Ventralis means of the belly and refers to the feet of
these birds (and allies) being near the rear end. This term is
not very specific as many birds have their feet towards the
tail rather than centrally placed.
Also called the Barcoo Bantam. Barcoo is a pasture grass
found in Queensland where the bird is found and bantam is a
type of domestic hen.
Gallinula tenebrosa – Dusky Moorhen. Gallinulla is Latin
for little hen and tenebrosa means dark. These widespread
birds are not well named as the derivative European ones
(Gallinulla chloropsis) are not seen on moors but more in
marshes and ponds. Their other name, Waterhen, is perhaps
more apt.
Fulica atra – Eurasian Coot. Fulica is Latin for coot and
atra is black. The origin of coot is obscure. It has been
suggested it is derived from scoot, another name for the
guillemots of Eurasia that are completely unrelated seabirds.
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The Black Guillemot (Cepphus grylle), however, has a very
superficial resemblance to a coot. Scoot itself may derive
from the Dutch word Zee-coet, a guillemot.

Otididae
Otis is Greek for a bustard.
Ardeotis australis – Australian Bustard. Ardea is Greek
for a heron, like the coot – guillemot relationship above;
this genus of bustards has a very superficial resemblance
to herons – they are more like waders. The derivation of
bustard is very obscure and little understood. It is thought
to derive from the Latin otis
tarda meaning slow-footed
but these birds are far from
being this. Excuse the pun
but this Latin term has
become rather bastardised.
Also called the Bush, Wild or
Plains Turkey.

CHARADRIIFORMES
– multiple families
from Shorebirds to
Gulls

Haematopodidae
Greek for blood footed referring to their blood coloured legs.
Haematopus longirostris – Australian Pied
Oystercatcher. Longirostris is Latin for long billed.
Other names are Redbill, Seapie (ie, a Sea Magpie!) Eugerie
Bird and Wongbird. (Do any readers know the derivation of
the latter two names?)
Haematopus fulginosus – Sooty Oystercatcher.
Fulginosus is simply Latin for sooty.
Other names are Black
Oystercatcher, Redbill and
Black Redbill.

Recurvirostridae
Latin for having bent or
curved backward bills
although only the avocets
have this feature.
Himantopus himantopus
– Black-winged Stilt.
Himantopus is Latin for a
wading bird thought to be
the Black-winged Stilt. This
name is derived from the
Greek himas, a strap, thong
and pous, a foot. This could
imply the legs are slender
and pliant like a strap of
leather. Stilt refers to their
long legs, the longest of any
bird compared to body size.

Charadrius, from the Greek
kharadrios meaning an
unknown nocturnal bird of
valleys and ravines, was a
Australian Bustard (BWA Digital Library). Photo
yellowish bird mentioned in
by Robin Ashford
the Vulgate Bible and which
may have been a stonecurlew. The name of this
Also called Pied and White-headed Stilt. The latter should not
order has stuck for historical reasons but is not at all apt for
be used as it would be confused with the Banded Stilt (see
the multiple colours and shapes of the birds in it.
below).

Burhinidae
Greek bous, an ox and rhinos, nose (bill in birds).
Burhinus grallarius – Bush Stone-curlew. Burhinus (see
above) for the typical blunted and almost unmistakeable bills
of the stone-curlews. Grallarius is Latin for a stilt-walker,
pertaining to the long legs of the bird. They are not related
to the curlews but have a call reminiscent of these birds.
They are called stone-curlews because the European/African
Stone-curlew (Burhinus oedicnemus) often breeds on stony
ground. I am also inclined to believe that stone may derive
from their ability to stand like stone statues and blend in
with the background.

Recurvirostra novaehollandiae - Red-necked Avocet.
Novaehollandiae – New Holland, ie, Australia. The etymology
of avocet is obscure but comes from a Venetian word
avosetta and may refer to the black and white robes once
worn by European advocates, the Pied Avocet (Recurvirostra
avosetta) obviously being black and white.
Cladorhynchus leucocephalus – Banded Stilt. Greek
clados for thin branch and rhynchos a bill, referring to its
very slender bill. Leucocephalus is Greek for white head.
Iuvencus

Other names are Bush Thick-knee, Southern Stone-curlew
and two onomatopoeic names – Weeloo and Willaroo.
Esacus neglectus – Beach or Stone-curlew. Aesacus
was a Greek mythological prince of Troy who was
metamorphosed into an unidentified, long-necked, longlegged shorebird. Neglectus is Latin for ignored and is
often used in Latin names for birds not listed by early
ornithologists.
Also called Beach Thick-knee.
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Bush Stone-curlew (BWA Digital Library). Photo
by Rod Smith
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Members’ contributions
Thomson’s Lake waterbird counts,
2007-2012

Snipe, Little Curlew and Chestnut Teal were recorded at
North Kogolup Lake but not at Thomson’s Lake.
The total number of waterbirds that used Thomson’s Lake in
1981-1985 was 32 169 (Jaensch et al. 1988) compared with
10 745 during this study. The waterbirds with the largest
population changes between the two studies are shown in
Figures 1 and 2 (see page 19). Pickering (2008) showed
that a hydrological change occurred at Thomson’s Lake in
the 1990s which corresponded with the implementation
of the South Jandakot Drainage Management Plan. This
hydrological change was a decrease in the maximum water
level of 0.28 m independent of rainfall. With the recent
maximum water depths in the order of 0.5 m, this change
is very significant and likely to have influenced waterbird
usage.

Thomson’s Lake, in the metropolitan area south of Perth, is a
well known waterbird site. During the south-west waterbird
surveys 1981-1985 (Jaensch et al. 1988) Thomson’s Lake
ranked fourth for waterbird diversity out of the 197 wetland
reserves studied and was one of 12 reserves supporting over
10 000 waterbirds. In recent years species diversity has
remained high; however, total numbers of waterbirds has
decreased substantially.
Data collected during 84 surveys between July 2007 and
June 2012 are presented in Table 1 as annual maximum
counts for each waterbird species and are compared to those
recorded during the four years July 1981 to June 1985.
These data were sourced from the author’s field notes and
data submitted to the BirdLife WA sightings website. Records
from the website used here included those from Susan
Abbotts, Robin Ashford, Martin Cake, Alan Collins, John Graff
and Gavin White.

There were fewer surveys during the present study
compared to the previous study. Godfrey and Higbid (2002)
studied the differences in using monthly or weekly waterbird
counts at North Lake in 2000/2001 and found that “weekly
counts provided an estimate of total waterbird numbers at
North Lake that was only marginally superior to monthly
counts”. The frequency of surveys from the current study
was more regular than monthly over the duration that water
was present. While it’s likely that increased surveys may
have increased counts of overall waterbird numbers, it is not
likely to have increased them significantly.

During the last five years of surveys, 62 waterbird species
have been recorded, while in surveys in 1981 to 1985 60
waterbird species were recorded (Jaensch et al. 1988). In
total, 67 species were recorded during the two studies. A
review of Atlas records showed that Great Cormorant, a
species not recorded during these studies, was recorded by
David James on 7/8/99 and Tom Delaney on 27/8/98. While
the number of species recorded at Thomson’s Lake was
higher than recent records at neighbouring North Kogolup
Lake (Cake and Pickering 2011), the Australian Painted

Data in the current study were collected over a shorter
period of the year as the lake was often dry by January and
did not have water present again until July, whereas during

Table 1: Maximum counts, and species totals, of waterbird species by season at Thomson’s Lake

Season
Number of surveys

2007/8

2008/9

2009/10

2010/11

Maximum
19811985

15

84

153

4

4

40

26

21

14

Musk Duck

2

4

3

Black Swan

475

230

230

400

240

475

720

Australian Shelduck

370

150

191

420

485

485

1600

+

1

1

1

8

25

18

+

8

1070

600

400

620

650

609

Hardhead

7

86

Blue-billed Duck

2

Australian Wood Duck
Pink-eared Duck
Australasian Shoveler
Grey Teal
Pacific Black Duck

2

Australasian Grebe

2

500

12

25

2000

1300

30

1300

4000

1100

140

1100

3500

2

86

300

75

75

300

2

2

50

400

1500

Hoary-headed Grebe

400

Great Crested Grebe

1

Australasian Darter

1

Little Pied Cormorant

230

1
1

22

18

1

1

130

18

3

Australasian Bittern

possible

probable

probable

Little Bittern

probable

Little Black Cormorant
Pied Cormorant
Australian Pelican

8

2011/12

Maximum
20072012

14

1
6

39

39

17

3

3

2

1

1

32

130

3

1

1

2

1

2

1

White-necked Heron

45

31

8

Eastern Great Egret

5

9

5

White-faced Heron

41

110

34
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1
21

1

45

4

5

9

15

80

110

83
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Table 1: Maximum counts, and species totals, of waterbird species by season at Thomson’s Lake,ctd

Season

2007/8

2008/9

2011/12

Maximum
20072012

1

3
6

6

52

4

63

24

90

90

134

670

56

30

10

61

110

10

34

34

8

1

2

2

1

1

2

2

6

6

7

22

100
5

2009/10

Little Egret

3

1

Nankeen Night Heron

5

6

41

63

31

465

670

33

110

23

11

6

2

2

2

22

22

17

Glossy Ibis
Australian White Ibis
Straw-necked Ibis

2010/11

Royal Spoonbill
Yellow-billed Spoonbill

2

White-bellied Sea-Eagle
Swamp Harrier
Purple Swamphen
Buff-banded Rail

Maximum
19811985

4

6

1

2

6

Baillon's Crake

41

4

2

14

41

5

Australian Spotted Crake

32

5

17

19

32

20

Spotless Crake

23

9

3

4

23

19

1

1

Black-tailed Native-hen
Dusky Moorhen

1

1

Eurasian Coot

4

41

Black-winged Stilt

1152

2500

Red-necked Avocet

6

4

Banded Stilt
Red-capped Plover

2

1
+
1000

1800

17

8

1

1

800

700

1000

Inland Dotterel
Hooded Plover

5

41

5200

400

2500

2500

7

2000

7

610

Black-fronted Dotterel

1
2

3

17

360

15

1000

900

1

1

2

3

1

Red-kneed Dotterel

1

Banded Lapwing

4

Black-tailed Godwit

1

1

1

1

15

29

40

1
29

16

25

2

1

9

8

9

21

600

170

600

2500
11

Marsh Sandpiper
Wood Sandpiper

20
1

Great Knot
Red-necked Stint
Long-toed Stint

1
17
2

Pectoral Sandpiper
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper
Curlew Sandpiper

66
2
1

13
1

2

2

1

3

3

2

95

850

850

500

30

30

2500

1

Oriental Pratincole

1

Gull-billed Tern
Whiskered Tern

3

4

Bar-tailed Godwit
Common Greenshank

3

1

2
1

White-winged Black Tern

2

6

6

1

1

50
60

Silver Gull

33

300

16

3

120

300

500

Australian Reed-Warbler

+

15

14

8

10

15

15

Little Grassbird

+

11

5

3

6

11

51

48

52

39

29

36

62

60

5349

3359

4396

7305

1917

10746

32169

Waterbird species per
year
Total waterbirds per
year
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Figure 1: Differences in waterbird usage at Thomson’s Lake between 1981-85 and 2007-12
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the previous study the wetland usually had water present
throughout the year or was dry for only a relatively short
period (over a month in autumn 1984).
Presumably the changes in waterbird usage have largely
been a result of a lower water level in the lake between the
two studies and that the lake is now dry for a much longer
period than during the 1981-1985 study. However, changes
in the size of the population of each species within Australia
and movement of waterbirds to make use of good conditions
in other regions would also have influenced the results.
References
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Robyn Pickering

About Twenty-eight
Since my first encounter with the Australian Ringneck
(Barnardius zonarius) during a visit to Perth, I was
intrigued by their call. I mean the call that is a rapid series
of neat, bell-like notes given at a medium volume and
apparently always when being perched, a call I would
not have associated with such a robust parrot. I learned
that the name of the south-western form semitorquatus
is Twenty-eight Parrot, and
further, that Twenty-eight was
an onomatopoeia of their call,
ie, a name that imitates the
sound. Schodde and Tidemann
(1988) explained that ‘the large
south-western birds give a
strident tri-syllable variant of the
[Ringneck’s kwink-kwink] contact
call sounding like twenty-eight,
the last note at higher pitch,
hence their local name – Twentyeight Parrot’. I can hear them in
my garden while writing these
lines, but I have ever failed to
recognise ‘twenty-eight’ in any of
their calls. If a call was crying for
an onomatopoeia, why ‘twentyeight’ and not ‘apple-pie’ or
‘pocket-knife’? Getting curious,
That’s not “28”.
I started to dig and found that
You’re slurring
that explanation dated back a
your words again.
long time. John Gould wrote in
his Birds of Australia (1848):
Cartoon by Penny
‘it often utters a note, which
Towells
from its resemblance to those
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words has procured for it the appellation of “twenty-eight”
Parrakeet from the colonists’ (text to plate Platycercus
semitorquatus). John Gilbert, Gould’s devoted field-worker
who had stayed at ‘the colony’ twice in the early 1840s,
would have filed that explanation to Gould. Still it did not
make any sense to me.
Recently, it was August, I heard that call again, that series
of bell-like notes. Quite a long series, as they give them
occasionally, a rapid sequence. How many notes were they?
I had a guess: about twenty-eight. Exactly that, I have no
doubt.
References
Gould, J. (1848). ‘The Birds of Australia Vol. 5.’ (The author:
London).
Schodde, R. and Tidemann, S.C. (Eds.) (1988). ‘Reader’s
Digest Complete Book of Australian Birds’, 2nd ed.
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Jonny Schoenjahn

Spoonbills Breeding at
Tomato Lake
Throughout autumn this year, Sandra and I were lucky
enough to see and photograph a small breeding colony of
five or six pairs of Yellow-billed Spoonbills at Tomato Lake.
Their breeding appeared to be moderately successful even
though it was carried out in full view of a grassed area where
often large numbers of people exercised, picnicked and
socialised. It seems that most people didn’t even see them.
Yellow-billed Spoonbills had stayed at Tomato Lake for
extended periods during autumn in each of the two previous
years but we have not previously observed any breeding
behaviour. It is possible that we have simply not looked at
that area during the appropriate times, or they may nested
in a different, less exposed area of the lake. Looking back
at my photos, we observed a slightly smaller group roosting
together in 2010. They left the lake soon after a severe
storm that damaged or destroyed some trees. Perhaps they
were prevented from breeding by that event. Those birds
and another individual that I photographed in May 2011
clearly showed breeding plumage.
This year, I first saw Yellow-billed Spoonbills on 14 March
when I photographed three individuals in breeding plumage
in a dead tree at the other end of the lake. Then on 13 April
I saw three nests on the island near the kiosk. I observed an
individual tending one nest and another two sitting in other
nests and apparently incubating eggs. By 17 April there
appeared to be at least five occupied nests. At the same
time we also saw a flock of seven feeding together, so there
were about 12 to 13 adult birds in all. By now we were very
familiar with the breeding plumage.
On 24 April there were three chicks in each of two nests.
These were being fed and the chicks in each nest looked
nearly identical with those in one nest being quite a bit
larger than the other group. We only took a few photos of
the young birds being fed in case we disturbed them, but in
general the birds seemed unconcerned by us or by the large
number of park users. Many of the ducks and other species
at Tomato Lake follow people around to be fed and this
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seems to rub off on usually more wary birds like the Yellowbilled Spoonbills and Blue-billed Ducks, which also breed
under peoples’ noses here.
In subsequent visits we were able to observe the young
chicks walking around the branches near their nests, and
eventually flying to and from their nests and the ground.
Soon they were feeding in the water and
chasing off the Australian White Ibis that
began harassing them. By this stage the
suitable feeding habitat at the lake had
apparently become insufficient due to
rising water levels and their own activities.
Therefore the adults began leaving the lake
to feed elsewhere and then returning to feed
the chicks. This follows the pattern shown
by the adults in the lake’s large Australian
White Ibis colony which do the same
throughout their breeding period. Seeing the
adult Yellow-billed Spoonbills return to feed
their chicks eased our worries after we had
noticed that they were not feeding around
the lake.
In all, we believe that the group successfully
raised at least five or six young birds to a
semi-independent stage. In the end the
young birds left the lake, presumably with
their parents. It was interesting that the
group bred in autumn here since Johnstone
and Storr (1998) say that they lay their eggs
from August to October in the south-west.

Diamond Dove and Spinifex Pigeon were seen as well as
Zebra and Painted Finches and many flocks of Budgerigars.
The Crimson Chat, Red-backed Kingfisher, Red-browed
Pardalote and White-backed Swallow were also present. A
Spotted Nightjar was flushed from beneath a breakaway.
We continued our trip with two days exploring Lorna Glen
station where, at the homestead, Torresian
Crows demonstrated their ’yodelling’ calls ,
Grey-crowned Babblers set up their ‘yahoo’
choruses and a Barn Owl screeched over our
tents each night.
Diane Beckingham, Kerry Cowie and
Rick Curtis

Older juvenile
spoonbills waiting for
parents, Tomato Lake
(see also photo, page 2).
Photo by Ian Wallace

We both enormously enjoyed the whole
experience and found it fascinating. We are
looking forward to next autumn to see if the Yellow-billed
Spoonbills return.
Reference
Johnstone, R.E. and Storr, G.M. (1998). ‘Handbook of
Western Australian Birds, Vol. 1 Non-passerines
Emus to Dollarbirds’, (Western Australian Museum:
Perth).
Ian Wallace

CARNARVON RANGE WA
In August our small tour group of birdos and botanists spent
five days in the Carnarvon Range, some 200 km north-west
of Wiluna. The trip had taken years of planning, gaining
permission from the Martu people of the Birriliburu claim
to visit some of the waterholes in this very scenic area. We
were met by elders of the Martu people and their rangers
as well as biologists doing surveys for the Department of
Environment and Conservation (DEC).
We saw 67 species of the 99 on the list provided from earlier
expeditions by the WA Naturalists Club. There were Emu,
Australian Bustard, Little Button-quail and many raptors,
including a sighting of a Grey Falcon, and close views of
Spotted Harrier. At one creekline where Grevillea spinosa
and Eucalyptus camaldulensis were flowering, we saw seven
species of honeyeater, including Grey-headed, White-fronted
and White-plumed.
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A short Birding trip
South and North of
Darwin

Three somewhat ageing birdos decided that
this year’s birding/camping trip should be
to the Northern Territory, focusing on the
less visited areas in the Darwin-Kakadu-Pine
Creek triangle. To the north, a stay on the
Tiwi Islands was also high on our priority
list as our research indicated that at least some of the birds
found there were of different races to their cousins on the
mainland.
The mainland part of the trip was easily arranged, requiring
little more than the hire of a 4WD with camping gear, and
the study of a few maps. This part was very successful
despite some enthusiastic insects around Mary River and
a couple of days above 39 degrees near Ubirr. Some 140
species were seen in just over a week, including some rare
ones, such as the Hooded Parrot and the Northern Rosella,
both seen at Pine Creek. Hard-to-find birds such as the
Banded Fruit-Dove, Partridge Pigeon, Northern Crested
Shrike-tit, White-lined Honeyeater, Masked Finch and Longtailed Finch were also located. We had particularly good
sightings of a Grey Falcon and the Rainbow Pitta.
The Tiwi Islands visit proved far more challenging to
organise, becoming an epic stretching over several months,
finalised only during our week of touring.
The only tourist accommodation on the islands appeared
to be in the form a fishing lodge on Melville Island. When
contacted we were promised boat hire, certain catches of
huge barramundi and exciting views of crocodiles. There
were incredulous responses when we asked about walking
through the bush to see birds. No-one, we were assured,
walks through the bush, there are no paths and we would
definitely get lost and/or be eaten by crocodiles and/or
mosquitoes — but the barra fishing was amazing. There
seemed to be some doubt that birds existed on the islands,
let alone that they could be of any interest. The day-tours
available from Darwin focussed on the local community and
offered little, if any, opportunities for wandering around
looking for birds.
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So a different approach was needed. Scanning through the
internet, an aboriginal lady in Darwin was found who knew
about birding around Darwin and could act as our guide if
that is what we wanted. Unfortunately, we were unable to
take advantage of her offer as a mutually convenient time
could not be found. However, she had a relative on Bathurst
Island who might be willing to provide a similar service
there.
After many telephone conversations spanning a period of
several months, we were able to arrange a one-day trip to
Bathurst Island with one of the traditional owners as our
host/guide. We chartered a light aircraft, hired a car on the
island, packed our lunches (“there is no food available on the
island”, we had been informed) and finally set off in the hope
that we would land on the right island, be met at the airstrip,
have a car and be able to find at least a few birds.
The start of our visit was not inspiring. Our host/guide
was at the airstrip without transport but our hire car was
nowhere to be seen. Once this was overcome, the day
exceeded our most optimistic expectations, proving almost
everything we had heard to be wrong. First stop was at the
local, well stocked supermarket for soft drinks, there were
no mosquitoes, few flies, it was sunny and pleasantly cool
compared to Darwin, and there were roads and paths.
Our host proved to be excellent company and although
claiming to know little about the bird life took us along the
mostly reasonable dirt roads to a variety of environments.
We wandered at will through the bush without being eaten
by anything and saw birds, many birds, 47 species in all for
the six hours we spent exploring. Special sightings included
the Tiwi Islands subspecies of the Rufous Whistler, Yellow
Oriole, White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike, Brown Honeyeater and
Yellow White-eye. At the sewage treatment ponds we saw a
Peregrine Falcon strike flying Plumed-Whistling Ducks twice
within a few metres of where we stood. We also noted an
unidentified avocet-like bird of doubtful origin.
For a bird enthusiast a trip to Bathurst Island is worth all
the effort involved. There are at least seven local subspecies
of birds which we did not manage to see and probably
numerous unusual vagrants.

Birds seen on Bathurst Island on 30 August were:
Rainbow Bee-eater
Great Bowerbird
Little Corella
Little Pied Cormorant
Pheasant Coucal
Torresian Crow
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike
White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike
Bar-shouldered Dove
Peaceful Dove
Spangled Drongo
Little Eagle
Wedge-tailed Eagle
Peregrine Falcon
Northern Fantail
Broad-billed Flycatcher
Silver-crowned Friarbird
Common Greenshank
Pied Heron
Brown Honeyeater
Dusky Honeyeater
White-throated Honeyeater
Australian White Ibis
Pied Imperial-Pigeon

Nankeen Kestrel
Black Kite
Whistling Kite
Blue-winged Kookaburra
Masked Lapwing
Rainbow Lorikeet
Olive-backed Oriole
Yellow Oriole
Red-winged Parrot
Oriental Plover
Red-capped Plover
Australian Pratincole
Marsh Sandpiper
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper
Radjah Shelduck
Collared Sparrowhawk
Black-winged Stilt
Beach Stone-curlew
Varied Triller
Whimbrel
Rufous Whistler
Plumed Whistling-Duck
Yellow White-eye

Paul Setchell

Red Wattlebirds and Honeybees
It would appear that Red Wattlebirds (Anthochaera
carunculata) taking honey bees may not be as uncommon as
first thought. Michael Brooker reported in Western Australian
Bird Notes 143, p. 16 that Red Wattlebirds were observed
taking honey bees from a hive in a Flooded Gum during his
visit to Government House. On Sunday 23 September, I
was visiting friends in North Shore, Kallaroo and they were
showing me a feral bee hive that had taken up residence in a
discarded parrot nesting box located at ground level in their
back yard.
During observation of the hive’s activities, a Red Wattlebird
was seen visiting the hive area on numerous occasions
and taking bees. The parent bird was feeding the bees to a
recently fledged chick sitting in a nearby tree. Maybe they
are adapting their diet, or at least assisting with control of
the feral bee population.
Laurie Martin

Christmas Island Bird and
Nature Week, 2012
Christmas Island [C.I] is a fascinating place.

Black-necked Stork, Tiwi Islands (see also page
2). Photo by Paul Setchell
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Best known for its immigration detention centre and annual
red crab migration it also has some wonderful birds.
There are 23 breeding bird species including nine species of
seabirds and 14 land birds.
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The most common bushbird is the Christmas Island Whiteeye but also easily observed are the Island Thrush, the
dark — almost black — Christmas Island Imperial Pigeon
and the brilliant green Emerald Dove (see photo, page 2).
The Emerald Dove is an endemic subspecies that is listed as
Vulnerable.
Much rarer are the endangered Christmas Island Goshawk
and Vulnerable Christmas Island Hawk-Owl. The goshawk
is a small raptor adapted to living in a jungle environment,
feeding on birds and grasshoppers. The hawk-owl feeds on
insects, rats and white-eyes.
As a volcanic island in the middle of the Indian Ocean,
Christmas Island has never been attached to another land
mass and therefore all the wildlife has arrived by air or sea.
The island retains 75% of its natural vegetation and 84% is
managed as National Park.
It is estimated that up to 80 000 seabirds nest on C.I
annually. One notable absentee is the Silver Gull. It is
unlikely to be able to compete with the three species of
frigatebirds that abound there — the Great, the Lesser and
the endemic Christmas Island Frigatebird.
Every morning thousands of Red-footed and Brown Boobies
stream out from the rainforest canopy and limestone cliffs to
fish at sea.
C.I is the only place where the endangered Abbott’s Booby
and the world’s rarest frigatebird, the Christmas Island
Frigatebird breed.
It is estimated that there are about 3000 mature pairs of
Abbott’s Boobies. They lay a single egg in a stick nest at the
top of very high rainforest trees.
Along the sea cliffs there are approximately 5000 breeding
pairs of Common Noddies but perhaps the most striking
seabird is the Golden Bosun, an endemic subspecies that
is a unique golden morph with around 6-12 000 breeding
pairs. Approximately ten percent are white morph. These
magnificent birds with their long, trailing tail feathers nest in
holes in the sea cliffs and tree hollows.
Another endemic subspecies is the Christmas Island Glossy
Swiflet, which is quite common over the island.
The Red-tailed Tropicbird is widely distributed through the
tropics and sub-tropics with about 1400 breeding pairs on

C.I. They nest on the ground under ledges and vegetation
on or close to the coast. Many nests near the settlement
were being predated by feral cats but a management plan
has greatly reduced the cat population and the numbers of
chicks are now increasing.
Other birds on C.I include the Nankeen Kestrel, which
arrived between 1940 and 1950 and is quite common around
the settlement. The White-faced Heron and the Eastern
Reef Egret with both the white and dark grey morph were
present.
Situated in the Indian Ocean only 360 km from Java and
1400 km north-west of Australia, C.I attracts a lot of vagrant
species not recorded on the Australian continent.
The Tree Sparrow, Java Sparrow, Barn Swallow and feral
chickens exist in various numbers with sightings of Yellow
and Grey Wagtail, Glossy Ibis, Black-winged Stilt, Oriental
Cuckoo and Common Sandpiper.
There is no better way to see all the endemic species
than during Christmas Island Bird and Nature Week each
September. Four experts in their respective fields take small
groups on fully escorted tours. Participants not only get
to see the endemic species but in some cases assist with
tagging and monitoring of these very special birds.
Chris Tate

A Most Pathetic Sight
We were travelling along the Vermin Proof Fence (with Ag.
Dept. Permit) on the Southern Boundary of Karroun Hill
(see photo, page 47). Nature Reserve when we came across
an adult Emu on our side of the fence and a group of Emu
chicks on the other side. The chicks were very young and
only around half the height of the adult. As usual the adult
ran in front and to our surprise the chicks kept up. It quickly
became apparent that the chicks belonged to the adult in
front of us.
At that point I remembered seeing that the last gate (about
10 km behind us at Bimbijy Road) had a gap of about 30
cm or more underneath (quite unlike all the other gates in
the fence). We presume that the chicks had managed to get
under the gate.
We considered our options but decided there wasn’t a lot
we could do about it. We certainly didn’t want to be running
around chasing Emus on foot in an area where hidden
strychnine-laced dog traps were laid.
Andrew Hobbs

Surprising bird calls
I always get a surprise when I find a bird making a strange
call that I didn’t know it could make. Two surprised me in
October.

Abbott’s Booby, Christmas Island (see also photo,
page 2). Photo by Chris Tate
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Along Quiss Road just north of the Fitzgerald River National
Park, I found a Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater. It was making
a call that was very close to a Red Wattlebird’s short, sharp
‘squawk’ but had a slight difference that had me thinking it
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might have been a Western Wattlebird. This was the only call
it was making and it was making the call quite frequently. I
heard the call in a number of places along Quiss Road and I
assumed they were all Red Wattlebirds. I only saw the one
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater, but I wondered afterwards if
the other calls may also have been made by Spiny-cheeked
Honeyeaters. I have never heard Spiny-cheeked Honeyeaters
make a call anything like a wattlebird in the normal areas
that I see it (for example, areas of mulga around Payne’s
Find to Cue).
The second unusual call was very similar to the loud clear
‘ping’ of a Spotted Pardalote on Rottnest Island along
Thomson Bay out towards Bathurst Point. It turned out to be
a Sacred Kingfisher. There were two birds together. Again,
it was making the call frequently and I did not hear the
usual call of a Sacred Kingfisher that I am very familiar with.
Looking at the bird, I could just make out the chest moving,
but the bill was closed. The birds moved twice and the call
moved with them which convinced me that the call was
definitely coming from the bird.
Frank O’Connor

Panicking pardalotes
On Friday 12 October, I arrived at the Nissan Complex at
Dryandra for the regular Astronomy Camp weekend and
immediately noticed a pair of Striated Pardalote carrying
food and periodically entering a small hole in the wall a few
centimetres from the front door frame to the main communal
hut. As more people arrived, I watched the pardalotes which
were on high alert when people came and went. One bird
perched on a small eucalypt next to the verandah, looking
around and calling constantly when another flew to and
perched at the hole before entering it. The pair was also
animated when
currawongs or
ravens came close
to that end of the
building, but they
continued to come
and go during the
weekend.

without pause until the music finished, after which they
reverted to their normal behaviour.
Perhaps the pardalotes disliked Esteban n Garcia’s ‘Too
Deep’, or did they hear something more than the audience?
Christine Wilder

A Honeyeater Oasis
We spent a total of five days in October, 2012 in the country
east of Dalwallinu in search of plants recorded by one of
the early explorers. In mid-October flocks of honeyeaters
(White-fronted, Pied and Black) as well as Crimson Chats
and White-winged Trillers appeared to be using the road
verges as corridors. Flocks of Budgerigars, comprising up
to 50 birds, were also common and were observed feeding
on Danthonia, Stipa and other grasses on the road verges.
In one reserve, Budgerigars were feeding on the grassy
area while flocks of Zebra Finches were on nearby areas
dominated by drying everlasting flowers. In the same area
ten days later, much fewer, smaller flocks of Budgerigars,
honeyeaters and chats were seen. However, on a swampy
area on Wilgie Hill Road that was dominated by Callistemon
phoenicea in full flower, seven species of honeyeaters
had congregated − mainly Pied, White-fronted, Black,
Brown and Singing, with a few Yellow-throated Miners
and Spiny-cheeked Honeyeaters. The noise at the swamp
was reminiscent of a waterbird breeding colony with the
honeyeaters continually arguing and chasing one another
through and over the vegetation.
Michael and Lesley Brooker

On Saturday
afternoon David
Darragh and
Roger Groom were
giving power-point
presentations on
Striated Pardalote (BWA Digital Astrophotography.
Library). Photo by Maris Lauva
The screen was a
white sheet hung
over the inside of
the door. Obviously the pardalotes’ hollow was inside the
cavity under this sheet.
David gave his talk without incident and then Roger
commenced his presentation on time lapse photography
with additional soothing (not loud) background lounge music
played through his portable Bose Soundlink system placed
on the projector table but facing away from the door towards
the audience. Throughout the presentation the pardalotes
appeared frantic, flying continuously back and forth across
the outside of the window, next to the door. They flew
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A family of Australian Wood Ducks, Hardinge
Road, Orange Grove. Photo by Barry Heinrich
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Crossword No. 13
CLUES

by Pam Agar

Across

1

2

5

3

4

6

7
8

9
10
11
12
15

13

14

16

3.
5.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
15.
17.
18.
22.
23.

Continent where many of our waders breed.
Large wading bird.
Useful to birds in many ways.
Found naturally in this location.
A bird song.
A possible perch for a calling Rufous Fieldwren.
Small seed-eating bird.
The ‘rainbow’ is WA’s representative of this group.
Swift flying, green parrot.
Pace, degree.
Familiar territory of certain herons.
Tasmanian island, giving its name to a grey bird (two
words).
25. The edge of a continental one is a good spot to look
for seabirds.
26. Former name of Shy Heathwren.

17
18

19
20

22

25

21

23

24

26

DOWN
1. Useful means to approach distant seabirds.
2. At this age, a Wedge-tailed Eagle will be dark in
colour.
4. Outer covering of egg.
5. The common one bobs frequently.
6. Presumably bee-eaters don’t mind their stings.
7. Heavy-billed tern, seen on Perth waters (two words).
8. DDT is thought to cause these eggshells.
12. Waders need to boost these stores before leaving
WA.
13. Lewin’s is thought to be extinct in WA.
14. May be webbed or clawed.
16. Feathers in this state would indicate imminent moult.
19. Low, dense shrubs.
20. Species of duck.
21. Plankton feeder, hydroplaning to take food.
24. 1.1.12 was the end of one for Birds Australia.

See page 46 for Answers

New WA members
The following WA people joined BirdLife Australia during
the period 1 August to 31 October 2012. We look
forward to meeting you at our excursions and general
meetings.
G Beveridge, H Blom, G Bodycoat, L Brill, J
Chela, City of Mandurah, A Cohalan, T Crabb, J Fox, R
Gillespie, V Green, J Hassack, S Howden, N Jones, W
Kenworthy, M Keogh, G Lay, D McLeod, Mitchell family,
T Mitchell, S O’Neill, V Pacini, K Seddon, P Sinderberry,
G Sommerville, P Sully, R Walker, A Ward, A Webb, M
Webb, E R A Wilson, N Yaschenko
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Carnamah, Inering Hills
3.5 hours drive north of Perth
Purpose built modern one bedroom self contained studio/
cottage on working farm with fine views over the granite
rocks. Wheatbelt and transitional woodland birds. Linen
supplied. Guided visit to key sites included.
2 nights, 2-3 people $275.00.
Other options for accommodation may be available. Please ask.
For more details + photos:
Pauline.Wittwer@bigpond.com
or 0428 674 074. Farm: 9951 1225.
Members of BirdLife WA and Land for Wildlife.
Your well behaved dog is welcome.
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Notices
Sunday 16 December
BWA Christmas barbecue

The annual Christmas barbecue this year
will be held as usual at Peregrine House, at
about 6:00 pm, on the lawn at the rear of the
building.
Bring your own food and drink, and chairs
if possible.
All members welcome.

Remember
Our Peregrine House office is closed for the
Christmas holidays from Saturday 15 December
2012 to Sunday 6 January 2013 inclusive.
New office volunteers are always welcome.

COMBINED CHARITIES’
CARD SHOP
Trading at the foyer, Westpac Bank
109 St George’s Tce, Perth
(corner of Wiliam Street)
Open until 20 December:
Weekdays, 10.00 am–3.00 pm
Around 20 charities benefit from the sale of these
cards, including BirdLife Western Australia.
For more details, please contact Valerie Hemsley:
e-mail: themsley@iinet.net.au
or on 08 9364 6573.
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Saturday 29 December 2012 to Wednesday
2 January 2013: Starlight and Champagne
in the Great Western Woodlands
We are following up a very successful spring survey in
the Woodlands with a special ‘starlight and champagne’
trip to the GWW over New Year’s Eve. Species seen
in spring included Scarlet-chested Parrot, Malleefowl,
Chestnut Quail-thrush, Major Mitchell’s Cockatoo,
Gilbert’s Whistler, Shy Heathwren and Black Honeyeater,
along with all the usual suspects. We hope to be able to
add to this list over summer.
We’ll be conducting bird surveys in small groups right
across the region from Dec 29 2012 – Jan 2 2013. Survey
areas include Helena and Aurora Range, Peak Charles
National Park, the trans line east of Kalgoorlie, Dundas
Nature Reserve, Cave Hill area, Mt Monger, Credo
Station, Jilbadji Nature Reserve and Fraser Range station.
Sites vary in accommodation options and accessibility.
4WD required in most areas and volunteers will need to
be self-sufficient. Survey dates are flexible and please
also contact Liz if you are interested in future surveys
but are unable to make the upcoming dates.
To register your interest,
email Liz Fox liz.fox@birdlife.org.au
or phone on 0427 947 009 or 9287 2716.
For members and the general public.
Organiser: Liz Fox

Cocky road sign
The logo that branded the
cocky project for so long is
now being used in a road sign
that warns people that there
are cockatoos in the area and
that they should slow down or risk hitting the birds.
The road signs are being developed by Main Roads
Department, and they will be erected in areas where
birds have been killed by vehicle strike.

Bookings for
Congelin/Dryandra
Members are advised that the Congelin Dam camp
site, used for Dryandra, will need to be booked
through the Narrogin office of the Department of
Environment and Conservation (DEC) as from 1st
January 2013.
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NOTICE OF
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
BIRDLIFE WESTERN AUSTRALIA

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
BirdLife Western Australia

Monday 25th February 2013 at 7:30 pm
Bold Park Ecology Centre, Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat

Nominations are called for the following positions to be
elected at the BirdLife Annual General Meeting on 25th
February 2013.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

The Annual General Meeting of BirdLife Western
Australia is called to consider the following
agenda:
Apologies
Confirmation of 2012 minutes (see BA website)
Business arising
Chair’s report
Treasurer’s report
Election of officers
General business

Suzanne Mather,
Chair

Chair
Vice Chair
Secretary
Treasurer
Committee members (up to 8)
Nomination forms are available from the BirdLife WA
office and also in this edition of WABN (see below)
and should be returned to the Secretary by 30th January
2013.
Members are advised that some members of the current
Executive Committee will not be renominating.
Volunteers willing to attend monthly meetings and take
on other responsibilities are sought.

BirdLife Western Australia
Committee nomination form

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Position:
(Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, Committee member)

Nominee:
		
Nominated by:
		
Seconded by:
		
I hereby accept this nomination:
		

(Signature of nominee)

Date:		
Please return this form before 30 January 2013 to:
The Secretary, BirdLife Western Australia, 167 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat, WA 6014
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Eyre Bird Observatory
COURSES/EVENTS COMING UP
To book your place contact Eyre Bird Observatory
(08) 9039 3450

DUNE RESTORATION

FREE !!! 6 nights

Arriving Sunday 6th January —- departing Saturday 12th January
2013 — facilitated by George and Pam Agar

Donations and bequests to
BirdLife Western Australia

Eyre has received a DEC Environmental Community Grant.
The grant will cover board and meals for six people willing to work
four hours a day.
The tasks include seed collection (for future planting) and seaweed
(for spreading on the dunes). A $300 fuel subsidy is available for
three vehicles, hopefully with two people in each, or we will share the
subsidy. Ring the Caretakers to secure your place (08) 9039 3450.
Get involved.
Two more sessions will be held in March and May.

DUNE RESTORATION

Tax-deductible donations, specifically for
BirdLife Western Australia, can be made to
BirdLife Western Australia through our office
at Peregrine House. A tax-deductible receipt
will be issued.
Donations will then be held in an account
so that they can be accounted for through
the national office each year in accordance
with the Federal Taxation Department
requirements.
Such donations, unless specified by the
donor for a particular purpose, will be
used to assist in meeting the objectives of
the organisation. The details of this will be
decided by the Executive Committee, guided
by the finance policy of the branch.
Bequests can also be made specifically
for the branch with the same process.
Information on how to make a bequest to
BirdLife Western Australia can be found on
the BirdLife website.
Suzanne Mather
Chair, BirdLife Western Australia

FREE !!!

6 nights

Arriving Sunday 10th March —- departing Saturday 16th March 2013
— facilitated by George and Pam Agar

DUNE RESTORATION

FREE !!!

6 nights

Arriving Sunday 5th May — departing Saturday 11th May 2013 —
facilitated by George and Pam Agar

BIRD BANDING — $560 for 6 nights
Arriving Sunday 21st April — departing Saturday 27th April 2013 —
facilitated by Wally Klau
Max 8 participants
This course is led by one of Australia’s most experienced and
respected bird banders. If you are interested in birds and would like to
learn more about how to study them, this course will show you how. If
you are already a bander Wally will appreciate your help.
You will spend most of your time in the field learning how and where
to set mist nets. You will be able to handle birds and experience the
excitement of determining the species, age and sex of birds and
will be shown the fine detail that determines a correct identification.
You will also be shown the correct method of banding, weighing,
measuring and data collection for each bird you catch. Importantly,
you will learn about the vital role that banding plays in bird research.
To book your place contact Eyre Bird Observatory (08) 9039 3450.

Annual Hooded Plover Count
Saturday 9 February 2013 and
Sunday 10 February 2013

Don’t miss out on one of the birding highlights of the
year!
Surveyors and co-ordinators needed.
For details please contact Marcus Singor:
Tel: 93622742
e-mail: wa@birdlife.org.au
Survey sheet included in this issue.
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HOODED PLOVER OBSERVATION FORM

SUMMER SURVEY 2013

PLEASE FILL OUT THIS FORM EVEN IF YOU SEARCH AN AREA AND DO NOT FIND HOODED PLOVERS.
OBSERVER:

PHONE:_______________________

ADDRESS:______________________________________________________________________

E-MAIL:_______________________________________________________________________
WEATHER:______________________________________________________________
HOODED PLOVER OBSERVATION DETAILS: DATE
LOCATION:

TIME:

_

______________________________________________________________

Lat:________________________________Long.______________________________________
Survey starting point: Lat.__________________ Long._________________________________
Survey finishing point: Lat: _________________ Long._________________________________
TOTAL HOODED PLOVER SEEN

: _____________________________________________________

ADULTS (NO.) _____________ JUVENILES (NO.) ____________ RUNNERS ( NO.) _________________

BREEDING AND NESTING NOTES: (i.e. location, eggs or runners)____________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
HABITAT: ______________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
LAKES WATER LEVELS: FULL _______ 3/4 ________ 1/2______1/4 _______ DRY________
LAKE:

FRESH

_____________ BRACKISH

_____________

SALT_________________

NOTES:________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
_

Hooded Plover Committee, BirdLife WA, 167 Perry Lakes Drive, FLOREAT 6014.
P.T.O.
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CONSERVATION: ARE THERE ANY THREATS EVIDENT?
DOGS

(

)

CATS ( )

TRAIL BIKES (

FOXES

( ) HORSES (

) FOUR WHEEL DRIVE VEHICLES (

) QUAD BIKES (

)

)

Please draw a sketch map of the area (e.g. wetland or section of beach) even if Hooded Plovers
were not found. Please show which part of the area you searched, as well as location of Hooded
Plovers and nests.

OTHER WADERS PRESENT: (species and numbers)
Pied Oystercatcher
Sooty Oystercatcher
Red-capped Plover
Sanderling
.......................................
.......................................

COMMENTS:

Thank you for filling out the form. Please return it to:
BIRDLIFE WA
Hooded Plover Committee
167 Perry Lakes Drive
Floreat WA 6014
Tel: 08 9383 7749
e-mail: wa@birdlife.org.au

Page 30

Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 144 December 2012

Country branches
ALBANY BRANCH
14 August, Kamballup
Rather strong winds made it a bit difficult to spot birds, but
we soon had a reasonable list which included several birds of
prey, a variety of parrots including Regent Parrot and several
species of cuckoo. The arrival of the Shining Bronze-Cuckoo
certainly indicated that winter would soon be over. A number
of ducks including a Blue-billed Duck were found on the
Kalgan River. We recorded 53 species for the day.

well as a Sacred Kingfisher which didn’t seem to tire posing
for us. On our way back to Albany we stopped at Lake
Matilda. The lake held mostly swans, but there were also a
few Chestnut Teals and several Banded Stilts.
21 October, Stirling Range

We decided to escape a rather wet Albany and headed to
the much drier Stirling Range National Park where we found
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos inspecting nest hollows. A pair
of Purple-crowned Lorikeets was seen at a hollow they had
used in previous years and a Brown Honeyeater was spotted
sitting on a nest. We had good views of Regent Parrot and
Sacred Kingfisher. There were several Restless Flycatchers
and Western Yellow Robins to be admired, but the resident
Australian Owlet-nightjar was nowhere to be seen. We were
unable to confirm whether the robin we caught a glimpse of
was indeed a Red-capped Robin.

It felt like summer had arrived with temperatures well
over 30 degrees. Only a small group and two visitors from
England braved the temperatures and were rewarded
with excellent sightings. Many species including Restless
Flycatcher, Willie Wagtail, Little Eagle and Brown Goshawk
were observed nesting, but the highlight was no doubt the
Tawny Frogmouth sitting on a nest near the Bluff Knoll pay
station. We encountered all four species of cuckoo occurring
in the area including the Pallid Cuckoo which we don’t
often see in Albany. We were pleased to see that a Rufous
Treecreeper had returned to the Stirling Range Retreat, but
were a little disappointed that we were unable to show the
resident Australian Owlet-nightjar to our overseas visitors.
A somewhat unusual sighting was the White-necked Heron
flying over during our morning tea break.

23 September, Twin Creeks Reserve

Future outings

The weather couldn’t have been more perfect for our Sunday
excursion and it seemed the birds were also willing to play
their part. A pair of Fan-tailed Cuckoos allowed us close
observation of their courting behaviour and a Horsfield’s
Bronze-Cuckoo showed us where the best hairy caterpillars
could be found. We had excellent views of Striated
Pardalotes which appeared to be inspecting potential nest
hollows and also saw several Western Yellow Robins. The
Wedge-tailed Eagle’s nest was not occupied this season. Our
tally for the day was 47 species.

Excursions will take place on Tuesday 12 February 2013 and
12 March. More details about destinations, where to meet,
etc, will be made available on E-news. You can also check
the Albany Bird Group’s website:
http://sites.google.com/site/albanybirds/Home
Excursion leaders will be either Ray Garstone (PH: 9844
7540), Brad Kneebone (PH: 9845 2233) or Anne Bondin
(PH: 9844 1793). Feel free to contact any us for further
information.
Summer bird identification course

9 October, Cranbrook area

A 3-day course starting Wednesday 9 January 2013 will
be held in Albany. The course will be run by local BirdLife
members Ray Garstone, Wayne Zadow, Brad Kneebone
and Anne Bondin. It is planned to visit a variety of local
nature and foreshore reserves. One day will be set aside for
shorebird identification. There are no charges; however, if
participants wish to receive an information folder, a $10 fee
will be charged to cover material costs. The course is limited
to 20 participants. If you want to take part, please register
by e-mail: albanybirds@hotmail.com.

11 September, Stirling Range

A calm and beautiful spring day enticed a large turnout even
though we travelled quite far afield. A reserve on the eastern
outskirts of Cranbrook kept us occupied all morning and we
encountered many of the birds we had hoped to see. The
first Rainbow Bee-eater for the season had arrived as had a
number of Rufous Songlarks. White-browed Babblers which
we hadn’t seen for a while were found in an area where we
had seen an old nest the previous year. Other highlights
included Brown-headed and Yellow-plumed Honeyeaters as

BUNBURY BRANCH
I live at Leschenault, on the outskirts of Australind.
The area is heavily wooded with, among others, Marri,
Peppermint, Banksia trees and great birdlife. My husband
made the bird box and installed it five metres up a mature
Marri tree, giving me an uninterrupted view of it from my
kitchen window 12 metres away. Originally the entrance
hole size was suitable for parrots, but as these showed no
interest and the Galahs did, he enlarged it. This pleased the
Galahs greatly, they immediately began preparations for
nesting, taking twigs and leaves in and out and performing
courting rituals. The larger hole also pleased a Brushtail
Possum which took up permanent residence, thwarting the
unfortunate Galahs and other potential nesters. Banding the
tree proved fruitless as a deterrent to the possum due to the
close proximity of other trees in the area.

The parrots
were not
interested
in the
nesting box,
Leschenault.
Photo by Liz
Smith

Liz Smith, BirdLife Bunbury member
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CAPE TO CAPE BIRD GROUP
Group launch
The launch of the Cape to Cape Bird Group on 9 September
was well attended by 30 people, including several from
Dunsborough and Augusta and everywhere in-between.
Boyd Wykes and I provided a display of BirdLife Australia’s
projects, binoculars, telescopes and books together with
a brief history of BirdLife Australia and proposed activities
of the new country group. After refreshments with yummy
cakes provided by Karen Majer, Boyd took us on a bird
walk in the nearby Railway Reserve where he is conducting
research on the bird community and how it relates to the
gardens of Witchcliffe. Despite the large group, we had
good views of a number of species including Scarlet Robin,
Western Rosella and nesting Yellow-rumped Thornbill, as well
as learning about Boyd’s interesting project.
Christine Wilder

Rotary Park, 6 October
Margaret River turned on a delightful spring morning for
the Cape to Cape Bird Group’s first outing at Rotary Park
on 6 October. The ten birdwatchers who gathered around
walk leader Christine Wilder were joined by Lyn Hellier, the
solitary arrival for a ‘Women Who Walk’ event scheduled
at the same time and place. We may have our first new
recruit to birdwatching! The birds in the tall Karris and
thick understorey along the river were not easy to spot
and observe but this gave Christine the opportunity to
share her knowledge of this particular site. In the three
hours spent following the gentle paths around the shire’s
park and Bramley National Park, we undertook two Atlas
surveys which will contribute to a long-term survey Christine
has made of this area. As Christine explained, it is only
through such studies that managers and those assessing
development proposals can make informed decisions.

other areas of the Vasse-Wonnerup Estuary and Geographe
Bay. Telescopes will be available for those wishing to learn
or renew wader identification skills leading into the Hooded
Plover and Wader Surveys in February.
For Birdlife Australia members and the general public.
Leader: Boyd Wykes
Saturday 2 and Sunday 3 February: Hooded Plover
Survey
We encourage you to join in the Hooded Plover survey,
between the Capes, which Jessica Worrall has been coordinating for a number of years. If you wish to become a
volunteer for this project please contact Jessica Worrall on
jessica@firetail.com.au.
Sunday 3 February: National Summer Wader Survey,
Hardy Inlet
The National Summer Wader Survey is held at the same time
as the Hooded Plover survey. Boyd Wykes will be putting
together a small team to target wader sites along the Hardy
Inlet in Augusta. If you are interested in being part of this
team, please contact Boyd for further information.
Monday 18 February: Meeting, Druid’s Hall, Bussell
Highway, Witchcliffe
7:00 pm — Professor Don Bradshaw will talk about the
proposed Donovan Street Reserve in Augusta, with respect
to the setting up of the reserve and some of the research
done to date on Honey Possums, honeyeaters and fire.
For BirdLife Australia members and the general public.
Sunday 17 March: Excursion, Proposed Donovan Street
Reserve in Augusta

Twenty-four species were seen as well as three species of
introduced ducks, which the council is planning to remove in
the near future. Three highlights of the morning were Varied
Sittella, a species new to many in the group; Elegant Parrot,
a species taking advantage of clearing for agriculture in the
district that also turns up in the forests to nest in hollows;
and excellent views of a male Golden Whistler, a bird whose
value must have gone through the roof in the current stockmarket.

Meet at 8:00 am at the car park at the end of Pelican
Rise for a walk in the Donovan Street bush. As you enter
Augusta from the north, turn left into Donovan Street, left
into Blackwood Avenue, then right into Pelican Rise. You
will find the car park to the left at the end of the road, near
the Hardy Inlet. As it may be hot, this excursion will finish
around 10:00 am.

A disappointment was the extent of weed invasion on the
slope north of Rotary Park, where ground-layer weeds
appear to have flourished since the removal of the Sweet
Pittosporum, a species of the eastern states that has
escaped gardens, its seeds being distributed by — you
guessed it — our native birds. Several of us have made a
note to follow up on this.

Leader: Professor Don Bradshaw

For BirdLife Australia members and the general public.

For further details please contact Christine Wilder on
cwilderone@yahoo.com.au or Boyd Wykes on majyx@iinet.
net.au.

Boyd Wykes

Coming events
Saturday 19 January 2013: Wader ID excursion,
Busselton
Meet at 8:30 am at the Bird Hide car park opposite
Wonnerup House on Layman Road. We shall also move on to
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ESPERANCE BIRD OBSERVERS’ GROUP
Peak Charles campout, 7 to 9 September
Ten members attended the Peak Charles campout and were
rewarded by wonderful weather and plenty of birds.
Peak Charles National Park is north of Salmon Gums and 42
km west of the Norseman Highway on a good dirt track. The
drive in is through pleasant woodlands and the destination
is part of the BirdLife Australia Great Western Woodlands
Project, a fact brought to our attention by a flash new sign
on the Norseman Road just before the turnoff. An excellent
campsite has been created at the base of the rock, with
composting toilets, campfire sites and information bays.
Early on the first morning we woke to the dawn chorus
with the prolific Brown Honeyeater being the standout
performer. During the day we visited the Eleanora Road
Woodland where 16 species were identified including the
Shy Heathwren, White-browed Babbler and White-eared
Honeyeater. Dog Rock was a further destination where birds
were scarce but three Wedge-tailed Eagles soared above
effortlessly, watching from their great vantage point.
During the two-night campout our members saw 35 species,
including the Western Yellow Robin, the Blue-breasted
Fairywren and the Red-eared Firetail. The Chestnut QuailThrush, a bird particularly associated with Peak Charles, was
elusive until making an appearance at the last minute on
Peak Charles Road.
As part of the group’s association with the Great Western
Woodlands Project, further campouts will be eagerly
anticipated at Peak Charles National Park.
Dale Johnson

Cocanerup campout, 6-7 October
The annual Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo campout at Cocanerup
Timber Reserve was once again held on the first weekend
of October. Twelve campers, including our youngest chick,
Raana Scott’s five month old Otis, and three day trippers,
kindly volunteered their time to ‘tap’ a large number of

known and new Salmon Gum trees in search of breeding
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos. A number of birds were observed
still in the ‘house hunting’ stages of the season, whilst other
birds appeared sleepy eyed from their hollows to stare down
on their admirers, a sight that never fails to raise a smile
from any of us. Thirteen birds were found in hollows, along
with a number of Barn Owls. Four new nesting trees were
discovered. On past results, it appears the number of birds
sitting at this time was down slightly but no indication of
reduced numbers as other birds were still seen locally.
A huge THANK YOU to those who participated in the survey;
your efforts and dedication are invaluable to the study of
Carnaby’s in this area!
A very special thank you to those who provided firewood
to keep the fire burning for all to use. Greatly appreciated,
especially on the frosty first morning!
Volunteers: Ken and Jean Read, Peter and Ples Rushton,
Chris and Jen Biddulph, Raana Scott, Dylan Gleave and Otis
Gleave, Elisa Spengler, Rani Stewart, Simon Polle, Kylie
Bishop, Roger Walker, Andy Chapman and Debbie Sullivan.
Debbie Sullivan

Lake Bannitup and Naranda Springs, 14 October 2012
Lake Bannitup, 20 km east of Esperance, is monitored on a
regular basis by Esperance Bird Observers’ Group members.
The lake has a permanent spring fed stream which is home
to small waders year round. However, the lake itself, which
is 1.5 km long and .5 km wide, is filled with the runoff from
rainfall and, as the lake recedes after winter, the birdlife on
the lake at this time of the year is endlessly fascinating.
Liz Fox, BirdLife Australia’s Great Western Woodland Project
Officer and her Canadian assistant, Russell Cannings, were
in town and joined the group for the day. Unfortunately, high
winds made viewing birds on the very exposed lake difficult.
Eleven species were identified but counting was out of the
question, other than to say “lots”.
During lunch at Doombup Creek, Liz talked about the Great
Western Woodlands Project and how EBOG could be involved
in assisting to survey the southern edge of the woodland.
Members were very interested to get an understanding of
the project, which covers a vast area.
The total number of birds for the day was 41, which included
the birds seen on Lake Bannitup, the Naranda farmland and
Doombup Creek. A White-fronted Honeyeater was a new bird
to the list.
Dale Johnson

Cocanerup campout, Esperance. Photo by Debbie
Sullivan
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MANDURAH–PEEL BIRD GROUP
Nairns is an important foraging and
roosting site for migrant shorebirds.
They arrive here physically depleted
from their long migratory flights.
They feed voraciously on the mud
flats to get back the condition they
lose to get here.
Nairns is also an important site for
resident shorebirds and they often
nest here.
2012 saw Fairy Terns nesting at
Nairns.
In a continuing attempt to help
people be aware of what they have in
Nairns, the City of Mandurah has put
in place signs at, and near, the bird
hides to encourage users of the area
to understand the need of the bird to
be able to feed and nest undisturbed.
An important part of this is to keep
dogs out of the area, as they are
likely to put up feeding or nesting
birds, if running loose.

The Shorebirds and Dogs sign, Nairns. Photo by Bob Patterson

MYALUP BRANCH
The Myalup Branch held a stall at the Harvey Show in
September. Throughout the day we had a steady stream of
people who visited our stall and we were successful in selling
31 cards.
Many of the people visiting were interested in the black
cockatoos and were seeking information about them and of
those people many had bush on their blocks and wanted to
know what they need to be planting to provide habitat for
the cockies and other birds. Fortunately, Tony France was
there because he was able to answer most of the questions
and to direct them to groups or people who may be able to
assist.
I believe that we had sufficient interest in the stall to
consider continuing to have a presence at future shows.
Most of the people who visited the stall were outside the
area of relevance to the MBO and therefore the suggestion
of membership of the MBO was not appropriate but we
provided as much information as they were willing to
accept from BirdLife and promoted membership of BirdLife
Australia.
For future events it would be good to have information in
regard to the planting that is appropriate to provide habitat
for the various species on birds endemic to the region. If
such information is not already the subject of a brochure I
believe that it is worth considering.
I appreciated the support of BirdLife Australia in the
provision of the banners and brochures.

Excursion, 8 September
After a successful AGM, Sue Mather, Chair of the WA Branch
of BirdLife Australia, introduced herself and husband Rob. We
appreciated her gentle manner and encouragement as she
outlined the workings and aspirations of the branch.
Errol kept the meeting moving along as we had places to go
and birds to see. Edith had to leave us after the meeting, so
Tony, Errol, Sue and Rob, Beryl, Jean and Margaret Jones set
off for our first stop, Myalup Freshwater Lake.
Birds seen: Yellow-billed Spoonbill, Pacific Black Duck,
Australasian Grebe, Hardhead, Little Pied Cormorant,
Eurasian Coot, Musk Duck, Australian White Ibis, Carnaby’s
Black-Cockatoo, Splendid Fairy-wren and Purple Swamphen.
From here we journeyed on to Wellesley Road, Binningup,
where there was a body of water near the ruins of the old
Runnymeade homestead.

Ibis rookery,
Rosamel Bird
Sanctuary,
Australind (see also
page 47). Photo by
Tony France

Errol Harwood
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Birds seen: Black Swans (nesting), Red Wattlebird,
Australian Shelduck with young, Black- winged Stilt, Galah,
Australian Magpie, White-faced Heron, Magpie-lark, Blackfaced Cuckoo Shrike and Willie Wagtail.
Our last stop was at the Rosamel bird sanctuary off the
scenic road at Australind. Most of us had not been here
before and we were delighted to be greeted by the sound of
many waterbirds. This site is an ibis rookery.
Birds seen: Australian White Ibis with young in nests,
Straw-necked Ibis with juveniles, Pied Cormorant, Little Pied
Cormorant, Little Black Cormorant, Welcome Swallow and
Australian Raven.
A total of 27 species were observed.
We then returned to Tony and Elaine’s home for a beautiful
lunch, prepared by Elaine. Huxley and Margaret Prickett
arrived in time to share lunch with us. Perhaps they are our
most “elusive birds”! So ended another enjoyable outing as
we observed and admired our precious feathered friends.
Many thanks to Margaret Jones for writing this report.

The Myalup Group stall at the Waroona Show,
13 October. Photo by Tony France

Extra HUGE thanks to (non-member) Jan Harwood for typing
it.
Errol Harwood

WHEATBELT AVON BRANCH
WABBA EXCURSION TO THE GREAT WESTERN
WOODLANDS, 29 September to 1 October
Eight WABBA members and one Perth member went to
the Great Western Woodlands (GWW) for the October long
weekend, where we camped at the Breakaways campsite.
Day trips were conducted out from that point.
Much has been written on the GWW in recent times and
I must say, it is a truly amazing place. In most areas we
went, the bush was in great condition, with many flowering
eucalypts and other plants. This was borne out by 14
different honeyeater species sighted.

On the other side of the coin, was the distinct lack of parrots.
Whilst we sighted five species, the total number of birds was
very, very small.
In total we saw 70 species for the weekend, of which seven
indicated breeding. Forty species were sighted around the
Breakaways campsite.
My thanks to all those who attended and special thanks to
Cheryl and Alan Warburton, whose guidance throughout the
weekend made it all the more enjoyable.
Max Howard

Quality of digital photographs
IMPORTANT PLEASE READ!
When submitting photos for use in WABN, please send a high quality image, eg, 300 dpi, with a file size of
at least 500 kb.
It is suggested that the settings on your digital camera be changed to the maximum resolution (setting).
Another area that could cause a problem is that some e-mail programs automatically reduce the file size so
these settings could be adjusted to maintain the original file size.
When e-mailing images please attach them to an e-mail and not embedded in a Word document or in the
e-mail itself.
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Excursion reports
Bold Park, 11 August
Ten people, including a visitor from USA, defied the heavily
overcast conditions and threatening rain to finally reach a
hard-earned total of 28 species. Flowering Dryandra sessilis,
Banksia menziesii and B. ilicifolia provided a few honeyeater
species but the finds of the morning were a small party of
Varied Sittella and good views of Spotted Pardalote and a
male Rufous Whistler. With better weather conditions this
would be an ideal time to visit Bold Park.
As the rain set in we retreated to the verandah of the
BirdLife WA office to complete the bird call and have morning
tea.

Horsfield’s and Fan-tailed Cuckoos were heard as we entered
the track and soon a Fan-tailed Cuckoo was clearly sighted.
A little further along a pair of Striated Pardalotes were seen
at their nest site in a Wandoo tree. We were surprised to see
that their nest was about 2 metres from a bees’ nest.
After this, trees were closer together and Splendid Fairywrens and three Red-eared Firetails were seen. Close to
this point we re-joined the usual Bickley Track and went to
explore some of the undergrowth by the brook and rocky
outcrops, but there was little to see there. A Rufous Whistler
was seen as we returned to the track. On return we has a
good sighting of a Golden Whistler close to the path way.
Our sightings for the day were 42, the same as our last
excursion.

George Agar

MANNING LAKE, 16 August

Julimar, 9 September

The chilly morning possibly deterred all but the seven
people who attended the mid-week excursion to Manning
Lake, Cockburn on what turned out to be a glorious, sunny,
windless late winter’s day.
Prolific Hardenbergia, parrot bush, various acacias and other
flowering shrubs were a riot of colour on the hill to the west
of the lake, which itself accommodated many honeyeaters,
mainly Brown and White-cheeked, but
also Singing, New Holland, Red Wattlebird
and a pair of Western Wattlebirds. Tree
Martins twittered constantly overhead
and we were blessed with continual
overpasses by both Carnaby’s and Redtailed Black-Cockatoos. A lone Fan-tailed
Cuckoo called sporadically, but kept out
of sight; although we did manage to find
the single Rufous Whistler. The elusive
White-browed Scrubwrens, seen here
previously, couldn’t be found; nor could
the male Splendid Fairy-wren reported by
a local horsewoman.
Pallid Cuckoo,
The water was relatively quiet with
only the common species observed, but
a patrolling Australian Hobby caused
even the Little Corellas to turn up their
volume.
A creditable total of 44 species was seen
or heard.

Twenty members turned up for the day, which turned out
to be very warm for this early in spring. At the meeting
place, a Pallid Cuckoo was observed offering food to another
Pallid Cuckoo which seemed odd as they don’t feed their
own chicks. Also Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos were showing
interest in a hollow but it looked too small.
There were large areas of flowering
wildflowers, but birds and species
numbers were very low. Only 34
species were recorded for the day
and surprisingly only two species of
honeyeater. Excellent views of Red-tailed
Black-Cockatoos were seen prior to
lunch.

Julimar State
Forest. Capturing the act of
one cuckoo giving a gift of
food to its mate was quite a
treat (see also page 47). Photo
by Sandra Wallace
John Brooke

Orange Grove, 1 September
On Saturday 1 September, nine members met at Hardinge
Park for an excursion to Bickley Brook.
The walk started by passing Bickley Reservoir which was
rather quiet on this day. It usually continues on a track
towards Bickley Brook, but on this occasion our leaders took
us along the Mason and Bird Heritage Trail. This is the case
of an old railway and was a new route for us. The vegetation
here consists of low, scrubby bushes with a few Wandoo and
Marri trees.
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Sandra West

After lunch all the people who had
travelled up from Perth travelled over to
Pipidinny Road and found where all the
honeyeaters had gone! The coastal heath
was in full flower and the reported Black
and Pied Honeyeaters were found after a
bit of a search. Most had excellent views
of these species rarely seen so close to
Perth.

For future reference, the tracks in
Julimar don’t seem to be well maintained
and it is getting to the stage where
members wishing to visit there, should
do so only in vehicles which have a 4WD
capability. On two occasions we had to lock and leave three,
2WD vehicles, because of the poor condition of roads.
My thanks to all who attended.
Max Howard

Allan Anderson Park,
Walliston, 13 September
With a 7:30 am start we had ten members and a cool but
fine spring day. Birds called constantly with both whistlers
conspicuous along with good views of White-naped
Honeyeaters and Red-capped Parrots. Western Yellow and
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Scarlet Robins were seen along with Inland and Yellowrumped Thornbills. Heard but not seen were Red-tailed
Black-Cockatoos and a Horsfield’s Bronze-cuckoo. Two hours
later, it was morning tea time with an overall count of 29
species recorded.
Michael Hancock

Lake Leschenaultia,
22 SeptembeR

reserve close to Merredin where a Brown Goshawk was
sighted. This was a significant sighting as very few raptors
were seen over the duration of the campout.
The last day was hot early as expected, again with a strong
wind making the birds difficult to find. A large flock of Whitebrowed Babblers and a Western Yellow Robin were among
the sightings. In the evening, the group enjoyed a pleasant
walk in the Merredin Peak reserve as the temperature began
to fall. The total for the campout was 66 species and Martin
Knight won the bottle of wine for the closest guesstimate.
Peter Sandilands

Lake Leschenaltia is better known for bushbirds than
waterbirds as it has a good mix of Jarrah, Marri and Wandoo
species. After the wild weather the previous day, the small
birds were out feeding this morning. Ten members and a
visitor had excellent views of Western Gerygone on the path,
Weebill, and Yellow-rumped, Western and Inland Thornbills.
Both species of pardalotes were calling, and Western Yellow
and Scarlet Robins, Rufous and Golden Whistlers and four
species of honeyeater were seen. Although the total for the
morning was a respectable 45 species it was the number of
each species that was good to see.
After lunch most of us went on to Flynn Road and added
Baudin’s Black-Cockatoo that was probably breeding in the
area, Fan-tailed Cuckoo, Dusky Woodswallow, Varied Sittella
and Yellow-plumed Honeyeater, giving us a total of 50
species for the day.
Sue Abbotts

Merredin Campout,
29 SeptEMBER – 2 OctOBER
Due to all the major lakes in the area being dry and with
hot weather expected on the Monday and Tuesday, a revised
campout program was presented to the nine participants
who met at the campout briefing on the Friday evening.
On the first day, a number of small reserves were visited
and a large influx of White-fronted Honeyeaters was noted
taking advantage of the many plant species that were
starting to flower. The varied calls of this species became
background noise during the campout, as it was recorded
at every location. There were also smaller numbers of Black
Honeyeaters at some reserves. The Red-backed Kingfisher
was found at one reserve and a suspected Spotted Harrier
was confirmed after enlarging a very good long-range
photograph taken by Tony Watts.

Queens Park Regional Open
Space, 30 September
Thirteen birdwatchers walked through the Queens Park
Regional Open Space, cared for by the Friends of Queens
Park Bushland. Good views through the ′scope were seen
of Australasian Shoveler and nesting Eurasian Coot on the
water, while an Australian Hobby, a Sacred Kingfisher and
Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos were very obliging in the trees.
The Brown Honeyeater was the most vocal bird in the bush,
with its persistent calls making it difficult to hear anything
else. However, we did manage to see or hear 47 species.
Three species of cuckoo, Horsfield’s Bronze-, Shining Bronzeand Pallid, were heard, as were Splendid Fairy-wrens;
unfortunately these were not seen. There were six species of
parrot seen, including a pair of yellow Crimson Rosellas — no
doubt aviary escapees.
With us on the walk was a journalist who writes for the
Japanese magazine The Perth Express. Yoshifumi will be
writing an article on birdwatching for the magazine to
promote the activity to his readers.
Thanks were given to the Friends group who provided a
much needed morning tea. See the complete list of birds
seen at the site by visiting the Friends of Queens Park
Bushland website at www.friendsofqueensparkbushland.org.
au.
Friends of Queens Park Bushland

ZOO PROPERTY, BAKERS HILL,
7 OCTOBER
Nine members attended this excursion on an overcast day,
with rain forecast; however, the rain did not eventuate.

The group travelled to Billyacatting Hill on
the second day, where some people had
reasonable views of Malleefowl. Species seen
nesting or with young included White-fronted
Honeyeater, Galah, Tree Martin and Rock
Dove.
A Malleefowl crossing the road near our
destination early the next morning enabled
good views for most of those who hadn’t
seen the species the day before.. A strong,
warm, easterly wind kept the birds low and
very much out of sight at this reserve and
the bird list was reduced as a result. The
group spent the early evening at a small

Golden Whistler,
Bakers Hill (see also
page 47). Photo by
Barry Heinrich
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The Zoo property is about 820 acres of
natural bush, which was in great condition.
Many species of plants were flowering, which
gave the area a fantastic splash of colour. It
should also be noted that many Wheatbelt
reserves have had weed infestation from
nearby farmlands. This reserve is fortunate
in that no major weed areas were observed.
Forty seven species were sighted, which was
slightly down on the previous year; however,
for the number of observers, this was
considered to be a good result.
My thanks to all those who attended.
Max Howard
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HERDSMANS LAKE, 21 OCTOBER
Glorious spring weather brought out 20 members and
visitors for a most enjoyable morning of birdwatching. There
was a good complement of duck species with a domestic
duck to confuse things! Some of the Purple Swamphens,
Dusky Moorhens and Eurasian Coots had young still being
fed by the parent bird. The Black-tailed Native-hens were
still present for all to see and compare with similar birds.
We had good views of four raptors and it was noted that a
Swamp Harrier was moulting some wing feathers. We also
had excellent looks at four waders. The Red-kneed Dotterel
was a highlight for watchers and photographers alike. A
Common Greenshank flew in to join the other three wading
birds.
A Whiskered Tern was briefly seen
hawking the end of the lake. Brief
looks were also had of a female Whitewinged Triller. It was wonderful to
see and hear the Rainbow Bee-eaters
again. We did not see many bushbirds
this time, but a Magpie-lark was seen
on a nest and the Shining BronzeCuckoo was heard, so they must be
around.
Thank you to the ′scope carriers. It is
such a bonus to get such good views
of the birds, especially when you are
becoming familiar with the local birds.
Altogether we saw 66 species of birds
before tea.
Claire Gerrish

We then drove to the Woodman Point Nature Reserve
where we went for a walk through the bushland looking
for bushbirds. We could hear several species calling but it
was a challenge to see them. We followed one of the old
railway tracks that once serviced the ammunition dumps
from the Second World War. At the north-western end of the
reserve we found Splendid Fairy-wrens and White-browed
Scrubwrens. We also had good views of Grey Fantails that
were building a nest. Some members of the group had views
of a Rufous Whistler and Shining Bronze-Cuckoos. We found
a Grey Shrike-thrush as we returned to the cars for a snack
and a ‘cuppa’. The bird count produced 40 species with the
late inclusion of a Grey Butcherbird heard before leaving the
area. I think everyone enjoyed the excursion.
Barry Heinrich (relieving Sue Abbotts)

Collins Road,
4 November
A two-hour fine break in an otherwise
inclement morning allowed 14 intrepid
birders to explore the Wandoo
woodland along Collins Road in the
Flint State Forest. We saw no Crested
Great Crested Grebes learning the
Shrike-tits and recorded only 19
ritual, Herdsman Lake (see also
species, but we did find nesting Bluebreasted Fairy-wrens, Western Yellow
page 48). Photo by Sandra Wallace
Robins, Restless Flycatchers and Grey
Shrike Thrushes. The shrike-thrush fed
a small skink to nestlings in the hollow
spout of a Wandoo, which was an unusual nest-site for this
species. During a visit on 2 November 2012, Galahs were
recorded for the first time on the area, bringing the total
number of species seen there to 68.

Woodman Point, 27 October

Michael and Lesley Brooker

Six BirdLife Western Australia members met at Woodman
Point car park on a warm sunny morning. We walked along
the beach looking out to sea to see what seabirds we could,
as well as cast an eye over the land for land birds. We
also hoped we could see some of the shorebirds that have
been recorded before on the foreshore. The seabirds we
saw included Pied, Great and Little Pied Cormorants, Silver
Gulls and Australian Pelicans. The pelicans were sharing the
rocks with recreational fishermen. As we walked out to the
island we saw Fairy Terns diving for small fish and resting
on the sand spit. Fairy Terns were not present during the
exploratory visit the previous week.
The rocks at the western end of the island provided a resting
place for cormorants, terns and gulls. Crested and Caspian
Terns were easily compared as they shared the rocks, as
were the Pied and Little Pied Cormorants. Less easily seen
on the rocks were some shorebirds with their more cryptic
plumage. We counted five Grey Plovers, three Ruddy
Turnstones and a mystery sandpiper. After some discussion
and consulting of field guides we determined that it was a
Curlew Sandpiper. Returning to the car park we found a Rednecked Stint with a Sanderling on the sand spit and two Redcapped Plovers along the beach.
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A Little Pied and
Pied Cormorants,
Woodman Point (see
also page 47). Photo
by Barry Heinrich
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 144 December 2012

Observatory reports
BROOME BIRD OBSERVATORY
A full day’s birding in the Broome area at this time
of year can be extremely rewarding; 2 November
2012 was a prime example with an excellent 144
species seen from a variety of sites. The highlights
are too numerous to mention but the day started
with a Wilson’s Storm-Petrel off the port while
flocks of Varied Lorikeets flew south along the
coast and the famous Broome Sewage Works were
full of migrant Yellow Wagtails, Barn Swallows and
White-winged Black Terns. A drive on to Roebuck Plains
Station where we conduct our Lakes Tours then produced a

fine array of waders including a Ruff and at least
30 Long-toed Stints as well as an unusual influx of
Black-tailed Native-hens— a species which is not
even annual here — before finally a look at a small
wetland to the north of Broome revealed a group
of five Banded Honeyeaters coming down to drink;
again, a very scarce bird in the area! A fabulous
day and typical of the range of species to be seen
in October/November around Broome.
Kath Southwell
Warden

EYRE BIRD OBSERVATORY
Spring and our arrival coincided, so we drove
down the track to Eyre noting healthy mulga trees
and many flower buds, which meant food for the
honeyeaters of the area. While we awaited the return
of the Major Mitchell’s Cockatoos, a shy young Emu
joined the kangaroo and joey in drinking from the
baths. Emus have been seen regularly among the
dunes and a tribe strode up the large, steep, soft
sand of the dune nearest the observatory, making speedy
progress that puts human anatomy to shame!
In mid October, acacia seeds have been ripening and the
Major Mitchell’s have been coming in increasing numbers.
Their antics have delighted visitors, as they pick seeds off
the heritage building and swing on telegraph wires.
The mallee buds have still to flower, echoing a report
from John Darnell seen in Western Australian Bird Notes,
141 (reporting that reduced flowering after a wet season
promoted growth of trees). A count of trees over a
kilometre, and as far as we could see off the track, showed
40 trees in flower.
At the bird baths, you can expect to see New Holland
Honeyeaters crowding out Brown Honeyeaters, Silvereyes,
Singing Honeyeaters and the occasional Brown-headed
Honeyeater. Spiny-cheeked Honeyeaters have increased
recently. Other bath sightings have included a Brown Falcon,
Grey Currawong — now appearing regularly — a Mulga Parrot
and a Collared Sparrowhawk.
A photography course
led by Keith Lightbody
improved our birding
knowledge and
photography skills,
catering for people
with a variety of
cameras.

Emus climbing the dunes,
Eyre. Photo by Keith
Lightbody

The Atlas searches
have taken us to
several habitats. Blue
Bush Plain’s Pannikan
caves are home to
a pair of Nankeen
Kestrels and a lone
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Nankeen Kestrel rose from Tommy Graham’s cave.
Cocklebiddy has had Emus frequently drinking behind
the roadhouse and the only Magpie-lark we see in the
whole area lives here. A Crested Pigeon was a one off
sighting. Grey Teal and an Australasian Grebe have
been photographed at the “Crystal Ponds” sewage
site.
The beaches were sea-grass and weed covered as usual this
winter. Red-capped Plovers, Australian Pied Oystercatchers
and Caspian Terns over-wintered and we have started seeing
a few chicks in October.
Increasing numbers of waders have started to appear on
Kanidal Beach several kilometres from EBO. A flock of about
300 Crested Terns, including young and immature birds has
been seen twice at Twilight Cove. Grey Plover, Red-necked
Stint, Sanderling and a Black-winged Stilt have also been
seen.
Spring for the inland birds has meant juveniles appearing at
the bird baths and in the bush.
A rare day of 42oC brought native bees and flies, followed
by Rainbow Bee-eaters. The swallows, honeyeaters and
currawongs also enjoyed the feast of bodies and food on the
wing.
Carol and Peter Griffiths

Australian Pied
Oystercatcher
parenting, Eyre
(see also page 2).
Photo by Carol
Griffiths
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Coming events
Important note re campouts
Members anticipating attending campouts must notify the BirdLife WA Office (9383 7749) of the number in their party
and when they will arrive.
If you are unsure, put your name down as you can always cancel.
An emergency contact number should also be provided in case of accident.

New members
Please let the leaders know that you are a new member and don’t hesitate to ask for assistance with bird sightings.

Sunday 2 December: Big Carine
Lake, Carine
Half-day excursion

and drink requirements. Also there are
nice beaches and it is a good swimming
area.

Sunday 30 December: Canning
River Regional Park, Wilson
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park off
Beach Road, Carine. Big Carine Lake
is part of the Northern Swan Coastal
Plain IBA for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo.
Over 90 species have been recorded
at this lake, including the three ibis,
Buff-banded Rail, several species of
duck and various raptors. Bring your
telescope if you have one.

For members and guests only.

Meet at 7:30 am at the Kent Street
Weir car park. The walk follows a 5
km circuit along the Canning River,
viewing a large selection of bush and
waterbirds, hopefully with sightings of
the elusive Spotless Crake. Over 110
species have been recorded in this
area.

For members and guests only.
Leader: Peter White
Thursday 6 December: Clarkson
Reserve, Maylands
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park on
the east side of the tennis courts off
Clarkson Road. Travelling away from
the city on Guildford Road, turn right
into Peninsula Road and follow this until
you reach a T-junction with Clarkson
Road. Turn left at the T-junction and
travel about 200 m along Clarkson
Road towards the tennis courts, and
turn right to reach the parking area.
Buff-banded Rails have been seen here
and it should be quite a pleasant walk
along the river.
For members and the general public.
Leader: John Graff

Saturday 8 December: Penguin
Island, Rockingham
Photo group activity
Meet at Mersey Point Jetty, off Arcadia
Drive, Shoalwater at 8:45 am for
Penguin Island. The ferries travel
hourly between 9:00 am and 4:00 pm
and cost $12 return. We will catch the
9:00 am ferry.
The group will walk to the various
places of interest on the island and,
if they wish, can attend the penguin
feeding in the DEC facility housing
injured or orphaned penguins. Bridled
Tern, Little Penguin and Buff-banded
Rail are often seen here and it is a
haven for nesting sea birds.
There is a nice picnic area on the island
but no shop so please bring all food
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Leader: Maris Lauva
Sunday 9 December: Thomson’s
Lake, Cockburn
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park on
Russell Road. From Kwinana Freeway
turn west into Russell Road, continue
approximately 3 km to the car park
on the right. If you reach Pearse Road
you have gone too far. There is a good
variety of bushbirds, waterbirds and
perhaps a few waders. Over 120 bird
species have been recorded here. Bring
your telescope (if you have one) and
rubber boots or old sneakers as it will
be muddy.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Robyn Pickering

Sunday 16 December: Bibra Lake,
Cockburn
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:00 am in the first car park
at the northern end of the lake off
Progress Drive. Bibra Lake is a part of
the Beeliar Wetlands chain and a large
number of bushbirds and waterbirds
can be seen here. Over 130 bird
species have been recorded in this
reserve. Bring water, hats, suitable
footwear, etc.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Wynton Maddeford

Sunday 16 December: BAWA
Christmas barbecue
The annual Christmas barbecue this
year will be held as usual, at Peregrine
House, at about 6:00 pm, on the
lawn at the rear of the building. Bring
your own food and drink, and chairs if
possible.
All members welcome.

For members and guests only.
Leaders: George and Pam Agar

Sunday 6 January 2013: Lake
McLarty, Murray
Full-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the gate into
Lake McLarty Reserve. Travel on the
Perth-Bunbury Highway past Pinjarra
Road, turning right into Mills Road and
continue for approximately 1.7 km
until you see the white gate on the
right. Take your lunch, sun hat, insect
repellant, water and telescopes. Wear
rubber boots or old shoes as it will be
muddy.
Lake McLarty is an IBA site for
migratory waders so there should be a
variety of waders at the lake, as well
as many waterbirds and bushbirds.
Note: this excursion may be moved to
an alternative venue if water levels are
unsuitable.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Sue Abbotts
Sunday 13 January: Nambeelup
Settling Ponds, Nambeelup
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in the large, cleared
area on the north side of Lakes Road
and just west of Kwinana Freeway. We
will carpool from here and travel on
to the Nambeelup settlement ponds.
The site regularly hosts a good variety
of waterbirds and waders, including
less common species such as Wood
Sandpiper, Pectoral Sandpiper and
Long-toed Stint.
PLEASE NOTE: Due to the nature of this
site, numbers for this excursion will be
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STRICTLY LIMITED TO 20 PEOPLE. If
you wish to attend, you MUST contact
the BirdLife WA office on 9383 7749 to
put your name on the list.
For members and guests only.
Leaders: Ken Monson and John Graff

Thursday 17 January: Star Swamp,
North Beach, Stirling
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park at the
end of Mary Street, Waterman. To get
there, turn off West Coast Highway at
Mary Street and drive to the car park.
Alternatively, from Marmion Avenue,
turn left into Beach Road, left into Ethel
Street and then left into Mary Street.
Species that may be found here include
Variegated Fairy-wren, Splendid
Fairy-wren, White-winged Triller and
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo. Star Swamp
is part of the Northern Swan Coastal
Plain IBA for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo
and has Tuart and Banksia woodland
and heath. A variety of raptors and
bushbirds can be seen. Seventy-nine
species of birds have been recorded
here.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Michael Hancock

Sunday 20 January: Lake Gwelup,
Stirling
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park at the
corner of Stoneman Street and Huntriss
Road, north of Karrinyup Road. We
should see waterbirds and bushbirds,
and raptors are often seen here.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Peter White

Rock Parrot and some seabirds not
normally encountered by members are
sometimes seen. We have organised for
Lancelin Sea Rescue to transport our
group to and from Lancelin Island for a
donation of $10 per person.

Bring your telescope if you have one.

Fifteen powered sites have been
reserved for members at the North
End Caravan Park. At this time there
are no other on-site vans, chalet,
accommodation, etc; however, there
seems to be an abundance of chalet
accommodation around the town.
Contact the park owners on 9655 1115,
as soon as possible — they will only
hold these sites for a short period of
time.

Saturday 9 to Sunday 10 February:
Rottnest Shorebird 2020 count

Please notify the BirdLife WA Office on
9383 7749 of your intention to attend.
It is advisable members arrive by
Friday evening, as it will be an early
start on the Saturday.

The shorebird survey will take
place on the Sunday, Saturday will
be spent reviewing the sites. The
accommodation will be booked from
Friday 8 to Sunday 10 February.
Accommodation at the Research Station
is now under the control of the Rottnest
Island Authority and at no cost apart
from incidentals. The cooking facilities,
refrigerators, beds have all been
updated and the building has been
cleaned and painted. You need to bring
your own food or buy it on arrival. The
group usually eats in the settlement on
the Saturday night.

For members only. This excursion is
restricted to about 26 persons.
Leader: Max Howard

Sunday 27 January: Waterford
Foreshore,
Salter Point
Half-day excursion
Meet at the Curtin University Boat
Shed at 7:30 am. To reach the parking
area travel along Manning Road and
turn into Elderfield Road which is on
the western side of the Trinity College
playing fields. Proceed to the end of
this street and the parking area is
on the right hand side. The walk will
proceed along the river front for about
1 km and return via a nearby park.
Bring morning tea because, if time
permits, we will move to Salter Point
where further species may be seen.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Lorraine and Richard Chyne

Monday 21 January 2013: Bold
Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Barry Heinrich will give a talk entitled,
‘Living on the Flyway’.

Saturday 26 to Monday 28 January:
Australia Day Long Weekend
campout, Lancelin
We will aim to visit the ten birding
locations around Lancelin noted
on the BirdLife WA bird pamphlet.
Common Noddy, Roseate Tern,

Saturday 2 February: Lake
Joondalup, Joondalup
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at Neil Hawkins Park,
in the car park at the end of Boas
Avenue. The highest number of species
for any BirdLife WA half day excursion
has been recorded at Joondalup Lake
with 75 species seen in one morning
excursion. There are always lots of
waterbirds and bushbirds to be seen
around this large lake and there could
be waders as well. Lake Joondalup
is within the Northern Swan Coastal
Plain Important Bird Area for Carnaby’s
Black-Cockatoo.
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For members and guests only.
Leader: Wayne Merritt

This survey is part of the twice-annual
count of shorebirds on Rottnest Island
for both the Rottnest Island Authority
and the Shorebirds 2020 database. The
island has been listed as an Important
Bird Area (IBA) on the basis of the
breeding Fairy Tern colony and the
numbers of Banded Stilt that use this
site.

Transport around the island is
provided with the use of two vehicles.
Concession ferry fares will be available.
Numbers are limited to 20 people.
Members experienced in wader
identification are required but we
can take some members who are
less confident. It is a good learning
opportunity. If you are interested in
attending please register your name
and contact details, including e-mail
address, at the BWA office on 9383
7749.
For members only.
Leader: Sue Mather

Sunday 10 February: Peel Inlet,
Mandurah
Full-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am north of the Erskine
Lakes near the end of Southmead
Green. Coming from Perth go over the
Mandurah Bypass Bridge, take the first
left into Sticks Boulevard, the first left
into Abbotswood Parkway, the first right
into Pennington Garden and the first
left into Southmead Green. We will look
for waterbirds and bushbirds around
the lakes and estuary. The Peel-Harvey
Estuary is an Important Bird Area (IBA)
for migratory waders and Fairy Tern.
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The shore at Coodanup may also be
visited by those wishing to extend the
excursion after lunch. Bring insect
repellant, your telescope if you have
one, and come and learn about waders.
This excursion will also contribute to
the annual wader count.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Sue Abbotts

Thursday 14 February: Baigup
Wetlands, Bayswater
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the car park near
the rowing club at the end of Milne
Street in Bayswater. Turn south-east
off Guildford Road into Milne Street
and follow this to the end, then turn
right into the car park. This is our first
excursion to Baigup wetlands where
there are a variety of waterbirds and
bushbirds.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Maris Lauva

Saturday 16 February: Kogolup
Lake, Cockburn
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park on
Branch Circus. Take the Beeliar Drive
exit off the Freeway and head west,
turning left into Hammond Road and
then right into Branch Circus. Travel
along Branch Circus for about 1 km
until you see a limestone parking area
on the right. There should be a good
variety of bushbirds and waterbirds. All
three crake species are usually seen
each summer in this wetland.
Please bring your scopes and rubber
boots as it will be muddy.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Robyn Pickering

Sunday 17 February: Nairns,
Mandurah
Photogroup activity
Meet at 7:30 am at the car park at
the end of John Street, Nairns. We
will spend the morning photographing
waders and other birds in this area.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Sandra Wallace

Sunday 24 February: Herdsman
Lake, Stirling
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park of
the Perth Pony Club. To reach the car
park, drive along Jon Sanders Drive
from Perth and turn left just before you
reach Selby Street. This is one of the
waterbird refuges that never dry up.
Herdsman Lake is located within the
Northern Swan Coastal Plain Important
Bird Area for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo.
Bring your telescope if you have one.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Claire Gerrish

Monday 25 February: Bold Park Eco
Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat
AGM followed by the monthly
meeting, 7:30 pm
Cheryl Gole will give a talk entitled, ‘WA
Projects program’.
This meeting will also be the occasion
of the annual general meeting. For
details, see page 27.

Saturday 2 to Monday 4 March:
‘Tingrith’, Margaret River
Campout, Labour Day Long
Weekend
The Margaret River region has been
a popular destination for BirdLife
Australia and more than 135 species of
birds have been seen over a number of
campouts here. We last held a campout
at “Tingrith” in 2005. The rural property
comprises mainly Jarrah/Marri with an
orchard and a bird list of more than 50
species. During the weekend we shall
visit well-known local birding spots
discovering birds in the Karri, Marri,
Jarrah and Peppermint forests, coastal
heathland and the Hardy Inlet. We shall
also conduct nocturnal walks near the
campground.
As there is a limited amount of water
and power, this campout is more
suitable for self-sufficient campers
or camper trailers particularly those
with solar power. There is a new
double storey meeting house next to
the camping field with two modern
bathrooms, each comprising toilet,
shower and basin (one inside upstairs
and one outside). A small modern
kitchen is available for use with fridge,
stove, etc. If you don’t wish to camp,
there are ten beds available in a
partially open plan situation upstairs.
This comprises four sections of two
beds and two singles and is very
comfortable but with limited privacy.
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You will need to bring along linen,
sleeping bags and pillows for this
accommodation. The meeting room
is expansive and luxurious with an
extensive library. There is also a paved
outdoor area next to the building.
If you don’t intend staying on the
property, book your accommodation
early as Margaret River is a popular
holiday destination.
Those wishing to attend must put their
names/email on the list in the office
as usual (9383 7749) and further
details will be emailed. The costs are
$20.00 per person for camping for the
weekend and $15.00 per person per
day for a bed.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Christine Wilder

Sunday 3 March: Alfred Cove,
Melville
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park in
Troy Park next to the Oval, off Burke
Drive, Attadale. There should be plenty
of migratory waders and waterbirds
round the river, and there are always
bushbirds in the park. Buff-banded
Rails have been seen here.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Toni Webster

Saturday 9 March: Yangebup Lake,
Cockburn
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in Parkes Street. Turn
into Osprey Drive from North Lake
Road and immediately turn into Parkes
Street. Parkes Street now only runs
for about 200 m before being shut
off. Park in this area and walk to the
barrier across the road. There should
be a good variety of waterbirds and
bushbirds. Bring your scope if you have
one.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Robyn Pickering

Sunday 10 March: Yalgorup Lakes
(Extension excursion)
Full-day excursion
Meet at 6:30 am in the car park on the
west side of the causeway on Preston
Beach Rd. Travelling from Perth, turn
right off the Forrest Hwy into Preston
Beach Rd and continue along this road
until you cross the causeway through
Lake Preston. The car park is on the
left just after this. Yalgorup Lakes is
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an Important Bird Area for Australian
Shelduck, Musk Duck, Banded Stilt,
Hooded Plover and Red-necked Stint.
We will explore several lakes in
the area searching for waders and
waterbirds, specifically searching for
rarer species. Wear gumboots as it will
be muddy and bring scopes if you have
them. This is an extension excursion
and is expected to be physically
demanding, as we plan to walk 10+km
in potentially challenging terrain, at a
faster pace than usual excursions.
For members and guests only.
Leaders: John Graff and Martin Cake

Saturday 16 March: Wellard
Wetlands, Baldivis
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the entrance to
Wellard Wetlands on the northern side
of Bertenshaw Road, 1 km from St
Albans Road. Coming from Perth, turn
left off the Freeway into Mundijong
Road, then right into St Albans Road
and right into Bertenshaw Road. There
should be plenty of bushbirds and
waterbirds here, as well as several
species of raptors.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Charles Merriam

Thursday 21 March: Lake Monger,
Cambridge
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the most westerly
car park off Lake Monger Drive. The
walk around the lake will take 2-3
hours. This is a good opportunity to see
many species of ducks, waterbirds and
some bushbirds. Spotless Crake is often
seen depending on the water level.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Claire Gerrish

Saturday 23 March: Peregrine
House, Floreat
Photogroup activity
Meet at 9:00 am at BirdLife Western
Australia office in Floreat for a practical
on adjusting photographs using
computer software. Members are asked
to bring one or two photographs that
show some promise but which need
some adjustments in software (on
card or thumbdrive). The possible fixes
will be discussed by the group and
demonstrated by those who know the
techniques.
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For members and guests only.
Leader: Sandra Wallace

Sunday 24 March: Ray Marshall
Park, Viveash
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park of Ray
Marshall Park. Go to the end of First
Avenue, off Great Eastern Highway, just
east of Governor Stirling Senior High
School. We will take a morning walk
along the John George Trail that runs
beside the Swan River. On the return
walk, we will divert to a swampy area
250 m off the track and this will usually
add up to six extra species to the list.
The walk includes big river redgums,
waterbirds along the river and the walk
to the swamp mentioned above.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Max Howard

Sunday 24 March: Pelagic Trip,
Hillarys Boat Harbour
Full-day excursion
We will meet on the wharf (next to
AQWA) at Hillarys Boat Harbour at
6:45 am for a prompt departure, and
expect to dock again around 3:30 pm.
The cost is dependent on the number
of participants — with a full boat (27
people), the cost is expected to be
$115, but this will increase if the boat
is not filled.
To book a place, please contact
John Graff at jgraff2@hotmail.com
(preferred) or on 0424 008 179.
This is the first Hillarys trip to be run
in March, so it will be interesting to see
what’s out there. We should see good
numbers of shearwaters and hopefully
a few petrels and possibly albatross.
We will also be hoping to see some
more tropical petrel and shearwater
species (last year’s trip on 1 April
recorded high numbers of Streaked
Shearwaters), noddys and possibly
tropicbirds.

Friday 29 March to Monday 1 April:
Easter campout at Walpole
Walpole is situated 423 km southeast of Perth in the Walpole–Nornalup
National Park. It is a picturesque
area with tranquil waterways and
magnificent Karri and Tingle forests.
There is good birding for both water
and bushbirds; the Walpole Nornalup
NP has 121 species on the BirdLife WA
database.
The venue is the Coalmine Beach
Caravan Park at Walpole and they have
a full range of accommodation options.
Ten powered and five unpowered
sites have been set aside for BirdLife
members. Your booking is required by
1 February, for a minimum of 4 nights
as this is one of their busiest times of
the year. Book yourselves in by calling
the caravan park on 9840 1026.
There will be an optional boat trip
around the inlet (cost $40) with a well
known local guide, Gary Muir.
Please notify the BirdLife WA office on
9383 7749 as soon as you have booked
and indicate if you are interested in the
boat cruise.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Sue Abbotts

Saturday 30 March: Lake
Richmond, Rockingham
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am on Safety Bay Road,
Rockingham, opposite the Naragubup
Centre on the western side of Lake
Richmond. The walk around the lake
will take 2 to 3 hours. One hundred and
twenty-five species have been recorded
at the lake, including 14 raptor species
seen regularly. Another interesting
feature of the lake is the thrombolites.
There are picnic facilities at the Centre,
but you need to bring your own lunch.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Mary Vaughan

Leader: John Graff

Monday 25 March: Bold Park Eco
Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat
Monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Andrew Hobbs will give a talk entitled,
‘Bird species —evolution, DNA’.

Numensis phaepus Whimbrel —
numensis = new moon. Cartoon
by Penny Towells
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The Editors and staff of Western
Australian Bird Notes send
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May you have good bird observing in
2013 and remember to send at least
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Opportunities for
Volunteers

Calendar of events
Sun 2 Dec: Big Carine Lake, Carine, Half-day excursion
Thu 6 Dec: Clarkson Reserve, Maylands, Half-day excursion
Sat 8 Dec: Penguin Island, Rockingham, Photo group activity

•

Atlas — surveys for this are continuing — contact
Cheryl Gole Tel 9293 4958, e-mail cgole@westnet.
com.au

Sun 9 Dec: Thomson’s Lake, Cockburn, Half-day excursion
Sun 16 Dec: Bibra Lake, Cockburn, Half-day excursion

•

Monthly meeting speakers — contact Wayne
Merritt Tel 9405 4774, mob 0411 591 547

•

Excursion leaders — contact Sue Abbotts Tel 9444
1607, e-mail suechat@bigpond.net.au

•

Office volunteer — contact Beryl Walker Tel 9397
6887, e-mail bemwalk@hotmail.com

Sun 13 Jan: Nambeelup Settling Ponds, Nambeelup, Half-day
excursion

•

Card sales — contact Beryl Walker Tel 9397 6887,
e-mail bemwalk@hotmail.com

Thu 17 Jan: Star Swamp, North Beach, Stirling, Half-day
excursion

•

Shorebird 2020 surveys — contact Kim Onton
0428 880 580 e-mail kimberlyonton@yahoo.com.au

Sun 20 Jan: Lake Gwelup, Stirling, Half-day excursion

•

•

•

Conservation and Research Committee –
Chair of this committee essential to the advocacy
role of the organisation — contact Sue Mather
suzannemather@bigpond.com
Cards marketing and promotion – contact
Valerie Hemsley Tel 9364 6573 e-mail themsley@
iinet.net.au
Hooded Plover surveys— contact Marcus Singor
9362 2742 e-maiil msingor@iprimus.com.au

Sun 16 Dec: BWA Christmas barbecue
Sun 30 Dec: Canning River Regional Park, Wilson, Half-day
excursion
Sun 6 Jan 2013: Lake McLarty, Murray, Full-day excursion

Mon 21 Jan 2013: Bold Park Eco Centre, Floreat, Monthly
meeting, 7:30 pm
Sat 26 to Mon 28 Jan: Australia Day Long Weekend
Campout, Lancelin
Sun 27 Jan: Waterford Foreshore, Salter Point, Half-day
excursion
Sat 2 Feb: Lake Joondalup, Joondalup, Half-day excursion
Sat 9 to Sun 10 Feb: Rottnest Shorebird 2020 count
Sun 10 Feb: Peel Inlet, Mandurah, Full-day excursion
Thu 14 Feb: Baigup Wetlands, Bayswater, Half-day excursion
Sat 16 Feb: Kogolup Lake, Cockburn, Half-day excursion

Crossword No. 13,
answers

Sun 17 Feb: Nairns, Mandurah, Photogroup activity

ACROSS

Sun 3 Mar: Alfred Cove, Melville, Half-day excursion

3 Asia; 5 spoonbill; 8 tree; 9 native; 10 trill; 11 post; 12 finch;
15 pitta; 17 lorikeet; 18 rate; 22 reef; 23 Cape Barren; 25
shelf; 26 hylacola.

Sun 24 Feb: Herdsman Lake, Stirling, Half-day excursion
Mon 25 Feb: Bold Park Eco Centre, Floreat, AGM followed by
the monthly meeting, 7:30 pm
Sat 2 to Mon 4 Mar: ‘Tingrith’, Margaret River, Campout,
Labour Day Long Weekend

Sat 9 Mar: Yangebup Lake, Cockburn, Half-day excursion
Sun 10 Mar: Yalgorup Lakes (Extension excursion), Full-day
excursion
Sat 16 Mar: Wellard Wetlands, Baldivis, Half-day excursion

DOWN
1 boat; 2 old; 4 shell; 5 sandpiper; 6 bees; 7 Caspian Tern; 8
thin; 12 fat; 13 rail; 14 feet; 16 tattered; 19 heath; 20 teal; 21
prion; 24 era.

Thu 21 Mar: Lake Monger, Cambridge, Half-day excursion
Sat 23 Mar: Peregrine House, Floreat, Photogroup activity
Sun 24 Mar: Ray Marshall Park, Viveash, Half-day excursion
Sun 24 Mar: Pelagic Trip, Hillarys Boat Harbour, Full-day
excursion

Advertising Rates
1/4 page:  $35.00
1/2 page:  $55.00
Full page:  $100.00
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Mon 25 Mar: Bold Park Eco Centre, Floreat, Monthly meeting,
7:30 pm
Fri 29 Mar to Mon 1 Apr: Easter campout at Walpole
Sat 30 Mar: Lake Richmond, Rockingham, Half-day excursion
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BirdLife members in the field
Karroun Hill campsite
(see report, page 23).
Photo by Andrew
Hobbs

Myalup excursion
group, Rosamel Bird
Sanctuary, Australind,
8 September (see
report, page 34). Photo
by Tony France

BirdLife WA Photography Group

Photos taken at Woodman Point, 27 October (see report, page 38).
Left-right: Grey Teal in flight, Sanderling and Red-necked Stint (by Ian Wallace); Curlew Sandpiper (by
Barry Heinrich)

Left to right: Red-capped Robin, Yellow-plumed Honeyeater and White-winged Triller, Bakers Hill (see
report, page 37). Photos by Barry Heinrich

Western Yellow Robin,
Wearne Road. Photo by Barry
Heinrich

Red-tailed BlackCockatoos, Ascot Waters,
25 August. Photo by Barry
Heinrich
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Black Honeyeater, Pipidinny
(see Julimar report, page 36).
Photo by Barry Heinrich
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Black-tailed Native-hen, Herdsman Lake (see
report, page 38). Photo by Ian Wallace
Buff-banded Rail and chick, Herdsman (see
report, page 38). Photo by Sandra Wallace

Red-kneed Dotterel, Herdsman (see report, page
38). Photo by Sandra Wallace

Shining Bronze-Cuckoos, The Spectacles, 26
August. Photo by Barry Heinrich

Page 48

Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 144 December 2012

