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Shelduck duckling on 
its way to earth (see 
report p23). Photo by 
John Nilson

Front cover (clockwise): 1. Gilbert’s Whistler, a species which has had a contraction of range in the 
wheatbelt, but still occurs in the Great Western Woodlands. Photo by Chris Tzaros
(2) Woodlands in the vicinity of the Helena and Aurora Range. Photo by Cheryl Gole
(3) Location of the Great Western Woodlands.      See report, page 4

Mulga Parrot, Eyre 
(see report p34). 
Photo by Malcolm 
and Fay Abbott

Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo, Twin Creeks 
Reserve, Albany (see report, p28). Photo by John 
Dart

The moult limit in the greater 
coverts of this 1st year Western 
Gerygone is discernible by the 
longer length of greater coverts 
1 and 2.

No moult limit is detectable in 
this 1st year Western Gerygone 
but note the contrast in the 
feather colour of the tertials 
and secondaries.

Mistletoebird at a 
nightshade plant see 
report p16). Photo 
by Barry Heinrich

Tags such as these are being 
used to help track corella 
movements. Photo by Jennie 
Stock

Corella wing tags are easy to spot, and are helping us learn about 
flock movements. Photos by Jennie Stock

See corella report p22.

First year Western Gerygone (see report, p18). Photos by Bill 
Rutherford
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BirdLife Australia
Office: Peregrine House

167 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat WA 6014

Hours: Monday-Friday  9:30 am to 12.30 pm
Telephone: (08) 9383 7749
E-mail: wa@birdlife.org.au
BirdLife WA web page:  www.birdlife.org.au/wa
Chair: Suzanne Mather
 Tel: (08) 9389 6416
 E-mail:  suzannemather@bigpond.com

BirdLife Western Australia is the WA Branch of the national 
organisation, BirdLife Australia. We are dedicated to creating a 
brighter future for Australian birds.

General meetings: Held at the Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry 
Lakes Drive, Floreat, commencing 7:30 
pm on the 4th Monday of the month 
(except December) – see ‘Coming events’ 
for details

Executive meetings: Held at Peregrine House on the 2nd 
Wednesday of the month. Communicate 
any matters for consideration to the 
Chair.
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Notes for Contributors
The Editors request contributors to note:
•	WABN publishes material of interest to the WA Branch;
•	contributions should be written or typed with double 

spacing—a copy on disk or emailed would assist, especially 
if in MSWord as a document without styles; do not embed 
pictures or graphics in MS Word;

•	contributions to be sent direct to the Editors, either at the 
office	or	by	email:

 Sue Mather:  suzannemather@bigpond.com
 Allan Burbidge:  allanb99@bigpond.net.au
•	WABN uses BirdLife Australia recommended English names;
•	except for Observations, contributions will be published unless 

the contributor is informed to the contrary.
•	Full Editorial Policy is in WABN 74:10-12

Printing Deadlines (at the BirdLife WA Office)
December 2012 issue: 1 November

March 2013 issue: 1 February
June 2013 issue: 1 May

September 2013 issue: 1 August

Executive Committee 2012
Chair: Suzanne Mather holds this position and was elected at 
the AGM in 2011. She has a Graduate Degree in Ornithology. 
As with all Executive Committee positions, this position is 
elected at the AGM each year.

Vice-Chair: Lorraine Marshall has a PhD in Medicine which 
has led her recently into Health Management but she is now 
retired and bringing these skills to BirdLife WA.

Secretary: Graham Wooller is a retired company 
secretary and has served on the EC since 2006. He is the 
representative on the Eyre Bird Observatory Committee and 
the Conservation Council of WA.

Treasurer: Currently vacant.

Minute Secretary: Marion Massam has worked on bio-
security issues for over 20 years. She is a keen bird bander 
and watcher.

Committee

Wes Bancroft has a PhD in Zoology and works as an 
environmental consultant and has served on the EC from 
2000 to 2003.

John Graff has recently graduated with degrees in 
conservation biology and commerce. He is a member of the 
Excursions Committee and the WA Records Committee, and 
organises the WA Twitchathon.

Piers Higgs as Director and founder of Gaia Resources, 
couples his experience as an ecologist with information 
technology. He has served on and supported several BirdLife 
projects.

Wayne Merritt has a longstanding interest in natural history 
and conservation with native orchids a passion but a lifetime 
interest in birds.

Frank O’Connor has an MBA with a background in 
computing	systems	and	financial	systems.	He	was	previously	
on the BAWA EC from 2002 to 2009. He is a member of the 
Community Education Committee and participates in many 
other aspects of the organisation.

C o n t e n t s
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Birds in the Great Western Woodlands
BirdLife Australia, in partnership with The Nature 
Conservancy, has embarked on a brand new project to 
study the birds in the Great Western Woodlands. The Great 
Western Woodlands is a 16 million hectare area incorporating 
much	of	the	Goldfields,	between	the	wheatbelt	in	the	west	
and the Nullarbor in the east (see photo and map, front 
page). It is the largest intact Mediterranean woodland on 
Earth. Because of the size and remoteness of the area, little 
is known about the distribution and ecology of the birds, the 
impacts	of	introduced	species,	fire,	and	human	disturbance,	
or how we should best manage the area to help conserve the 
birds present. As a result, BirdLife Australia will be studying 
the birds of the area over the next few years.

BirdLife Australia will be conducting surveys throughout the 
Great Western Woodlands in each season to the end of 2014 
and we need your help to get out there! If you’re interested 
in birdwatching in some spectacular parts of the state please 
contact the Project Coordinator, Liz Fox at liz.fox@birdlife.
org.au or phone 0427 947 009.

At the end of 2011 BirdLife Australia received an 
Environmental Community Grant from the WA Department 
of Environment and Conservation in order to collate existing 
bird data from the Great Western Woodlands, and to conduct 
community engagement. Below is the outcome of that grant.

Existing bird data
In order to collate all previous bird records from within the 
Great Western Woodlands (GWW), a literature search was 
conducted for all bird data recorded from within the GWW 
boundary. The search included the following:

•	 Bird Atlas 1 (BirdLife Australia)

•	 Bird Atlas 2 (BirdLife Australia)

•	 BirdLife WA database

•	 Global Biodiversity Information Facility (online database 
containing records from numerous museums and 
institutes)

•	 DEC threatened fauna database

•	 DEC fauna survey database

•	 DEC waterbirds database

•	 Hooded Plover database

•	 Journal articles and reports

•	 Environmental survey reports for mining companies, 
conducted by consultants

•	 Unpublished data held by individuals

All data were collated into a single database. In total, the 
database contains bird records from 3330 locations (Figure 
1). Often more than one survey was conducted at a single 
location, resulting in a total of 5344 surveys conducted 

within the GWW, and a total of 57 214 individual 
bird records. The database does not yet contain 
the data derived for this project from the Easter 
tagalong surveys (see below).
Based on the number of surveys conducted, 
the BirdLife Australia Bird Atlasses contributed 
the highest number of records (Figure 2), with 
almost three quarters of the data coming from 
this volunteer sourced database. The Bird 
Atlas is an invaluable source of information 
as the data are recorded in a standard way, 
all recorded in a single database, and can be 
used for analysis many years later to answer 
questions not even considered when the bird 
surveys	were	first	conducted.	If	you	have	any	
Bird Atlas forms lurking away in a cupboard 
somewhere, make sure to send them in as you 
never know when they will form a vital part of 
some analysis!

The total number of bird species recorded from 
within the GWW is 206. This includes several 
rare species, such as a Yellow Bittern recorded 
from	Kalgoorlie	in	1967	(the	first	record	of	the	
species in Western Australia), and historical 
records of species now extinct from the region 
such as the Thick-billed Grasswren. Excluding 
these rare records, there are approximately 180 

Figure 1. All bird survey locations in the Great Western 
Woodlands.

Figure 2. Percentage of bird surveys from each 
data source.
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‘common’ species occurring in the GWW. The Weebill tops 
the list as the most recorded species in the region, followed 
by numerous honeyeaters (Table 1) — not surprising given 
that the Great Western Woodlands contains over 20% of 
Australia’s eucalypt species.

Using the newly established database, species distribution 
maps can now be created (Figure 3). These will assist with 
understanding general bird species distribution and also have 
the potential to answer more in-depth research questions 
such	as	the	impacts	of	fire,	and	be	utilised	for	historical	
comparisons against current and future survey results.

Easter tagalong bird survey trips
To meet some of our community engagement objectives 
and begin the process of engaging the BirdLife Australia 
volunteer observer community in the Birds in the Great 
Western Woodlands project, BirdLife Australia organised and 
coordinated ‘tagalong’ bird survey trips to the GWW over the 
Easter 2012 period.
Eight areas across the GWW were chosen for the tagalong 
surveys. These were located in different areas, with 
access via moderately good tracks. Observers, who 
had responded to publicity through BirdLife Australia 
electronic and print newsletters, were asked about 
their survey area preference and allocated a survey 
area.	Of	the	eight	areas	initially	identified,	all	but	
one was surveyed to some degree. Twenty-three 
volunteer observers surveyed the seven areas. Most 
areas	were	surveyed	by	small	teams	of	four	to	five	
people; one couple surveyed two areas over a longer 
period.
A total of 1519 individual bird records were 
recorded in 267 surveys. Of these, 202 surveys 
were repeatable 2 hectare surveys which are 
important for analysis of the data. There were a 
number	of	interesting	findings.	Some	bird	species	
were recorded only in the northern part of the 
surveyed part of the GWW: these were Major 
Mitchell’s Cockatoo, Australian Bustard and Southern 
Whiteface. White-browed Scrubwren, Spotted 
Pardalote, and Purple-gaped and Tawny-crowned 
Honeyeaters were recorded only in southern areas. 
There was a single record of Ground Cuckoo-shrike, 
recorded only in the eastern part of the GWW. A 
number of bird species now close to extinction or in 
significant	decline	in	the	wheatbelt	were	recorded	
in many areas. These were Gilbert’s Whistler (see 
photo, front cover), Chestnut Quail-thrush and 
Yellow-plumed Honeyeater.

Perhaps most interestingly, in a region where many 
thousands of Purple-crowned Lorikeets are often audible and 
visible	when	the	woodland	and	mallee	is	in	flower,	there	were	
only	five	scattered	records	across	all	the	areas	surveyed.	
Given the geographic spread of the surveys, and the visibility 
of the species, it is interesting to speculate where these birds 
might	go	when	the	GWW	eucalypts	are	not	in	flower.

Kalgoorlie schools engagement
Three members of the BirdLife Western Australia Community 
Education Committee drove to Kalgoorlie on Sunday 27 May, 
visited four schools during the next two days and returned 
to Perth on Wednesday 30 May. The purpose of the visit was 
primarily to make young school students aware of the Great 
Western Woodlands.

To enhance students’ comprehension of the relevance of the 
project	short	bird-identification	exercises	were	conducted	
through screenings of PowerPoint presentations. These 
focussed on birds that were likely to be in the school and 
therefore easy to see with or without binoculars. Additionally, 
they attempted to explain, with maps, the scale of the Great 
Western Woodlands, and showed examples of the types of 
habitats	that	typified	it.	Instruction	in	the	use	of	binoculars	
was then given, followed by a 30 minute guided walk, 
finishing	with	a	summary	session	back	in	the	classroom.

The schools visited were Boulder Primary School, East 
Kalgoorlie	Primary	School,	Goldfields	Baptist	College	and	
Coolgardie Primary School. The BirdLife WA Community 
Education Committee volunteers dealt with a total of 160 
students and had 19 teachers or other adults in attendance. 
The high degree of positive interest was typical of young 
students in the last few years. Practically all students 
seemed to make effective use of the binoculars. Many were 
even able to recognise the sex of adult Australian Magpies 
and Magpie-larks.

Table 1. Twenty most recorded species in the 
Great Western Woodlands.

Figure 3. Example of species mapping for the Gilbert’s 
Whistler, a species that has declined almost to extinction 
in the WA wheatbelt, but is present and still relatively 
common in the Great Western Woodlands.

Birds in the Great Western Woodlands, ctd

Weebill
Red Wattlebird
Striated Pardalote
Australian Ringneck
Australian Raven
Yellow-plumed Honeyeater
Grey Butcherbird
Yellow-throated Miner
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater
Grey Shrike-thrush

Brown Honeyeater
Willie Wagtail
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike
Inland Thornbill
White-eared Honeyeater
Australian Magpie
Crested Bellbird
Singing Honeyeater
Grey Currawong
Purple-crowned Lorikeet
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Kalgoorlie community engagement
The Great Western Woodlands Project Coordinator and a 
member of the Community Education Committee visited 
Kalgoorlie	on	23	and	24	June	to	conduct	a	bird	identification	
workshop, guided bird walk and two general interest bird 
talks. The activities were promoted with assistance from 
the Kalgoorlie-Boulder Urban Landcare Group (KBULG), WA 
Museum	–	Kalgoorlie-Boulder	and	the	Goldfields	Naturalists.

Attendees proved to be very interested and keen to learn 
about birds in the Great Western Woodlands. The bird walk 
started in the Kalgoorlie Arboretum but with only a small 
number of species observed it then moved on to the nearby 
Karlkurla Park where a range of fairy-wrens, thornbills 
and honeyeaters had been seen the previous day. After 
moving to this location, a much larger range of species 
were observed by the group members, including White-
winged Fairy-wrens, White-eared Honeyeater, Spiny-cheeked 
Honeyeater and Grey Currawong.

Want to get involved?
The Great Western Woodlands is a stunning area of 
temperate woodlands, some of which is predominantly free 
of human disturbance. It is one of the few places you will 
see the Gilbert’s Whistler and the eastern subspecies of 
the	Western	Rosella,	and	when	the	eucalypts	are	in	flower	
you	can	find	large	flocks	of	Purple-crowned	Lorikeets	and	
numerous honeyeater species such as Yellow-plumed, White-
eared, Purple-gaped and Brown-headed.

Now that we have completed the Easter pilot tagalong 
surveys, we are looking for volunteers to be involved in 
bird surveys in the region in each season over the next two 
years,	with	the	first	survey	being	undertaken	this	October.	To	
register	your	interest	or	find	out	more	information,	email	Liz	
Fox at liz.fox@birdlife.org.au or phone on 0427 947 009 or 
9287 2716.
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Newspaper article from The Kalgoorlie Miner, 2 
June 2012, about the school visits, promoting the 
Great Western Woodlands to Kalgoorlie children.

Brice Wells presenting his 
‘Wonder of Birds’ talk at the 
Kalgoorlie-Boulder Museum. 
Photo by Elizabeth Fox

Birds in the Great Western Woodlands, ctd
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Letters to the Editors
Bruce Buchanan, a past editor of WABN, has drawn our 
attention to the following errors in the last edition of WABN:

Dear Editors

Corrections WABN 142

•	 Regent Parrots — see page 20, WABN No. 142. The 
article gives no month or year reference (naughty editor) 
but I assume reference is to 2011. I observed Regent 
Parrots in Bunbury, around the Bunbury Wildlife Centre 
and Big Swamp in August, September and November 
2011. The maximum number seen was 32. It was the 
first	time	since	moving	to	Bunbury	in	1998	that	I	had	
seen Regent Parrots here.

•	 Has the Constitution changed? Page 3 refers to the 
Chair being a “three year position”. While a three year 
term has become the norm in response to the provision 
inserted (by Brian Wilson and myself) at the time of the 
drawing up of the Constitution (that the Chair should 
not be able to continue beyond three years) it would 
be unfortunate if the elected term were three years ab 
initio, for it would not provide an escape route should 
an unfortunate choice be made. I am sure you are not 
an unfortunate choice, but the price of liberty is eternal 
vigilance.

Bruce Buchanan

Chair: You are quite correct; my apologies. At the time 
I was elected in 2011, the Chair could not continue 
beyond three years and had to be elected in each of those 
years. However, the recently circulated Branch Working 
Arrangements	states	under	Section	14	under	Terms	of	Office	
“As	a	rule	Office	Bearers	shall	hold	office	from	one	AGM	to	
the	next	and	may	be	re-elected.	Other	terms	of	office	may	
apply with agreement from the Board”.

“The Board wishes to encourage a sharing of the workload, 
a diversity of views and encouragement of Younger Members 
to	take	a	leadership	role,	but	is	mindful	of	the	difficulty	small	
Branches	can	have	in	finding	Office	Bearers.	A	person	should	
not	be	an	Office	Bearer	for	more	than	six	consecutive	years	
unless before the elections take place his or her nomination 
is approved by an ordinary resolution of the AGM. If such a 
person chooses not to nominate or if their nomination is not 
accepted	they	may	be	re-elected	as	an	Office	Bearer	after	a	
gap of at least one year.”

Suzanne Mather 
Co-editor of WABN and Chair, BirdLife WA

Dear Editors

A bouquet for the Community Education Committee

Thank you for another well organised and interesting display, 
field	trip	and	talk	that	your	organisation	headed	up	for	Arbor	
Day 2012 at Roscommon Reserve in Floreat Park.

It was great to see so many volunteers from BirdLife WA 
involved in this year’s activities. Please pass on thanks from 
the Rotary Club of Cambridge to all these helpers.

During the morning about 200 children and teachers from 
five	primary	schools	benefited	from	the	fascinating	field	trips	
that you led over the reserve. It is interesting to note the 
small animals as well as the birds and plants that exist side 
by side on the reserve.

Thanks also for organising the extra binoculars for the 
children to use, and the large beautiful pictures of common 
birds that they might see in the bush. Hopefully they will 
keep their eyes peeled in the future and see and recognise 
these birds maybe even in close proximity to their own 
homes and schools.

Thank you, Brice and your helpers for another successful 
Arbor Day in 2012.

Peter McSkimming

Dear Editors

Identification of raptor

The enclosed sketch is meant to 
indicate the plumage of a small, 
compact raptor which I saw in my 
Woodlands backyard. I saw this 
raptor on 14 May around 9:00 am. 
The bird was small, approximately 
the size of a kestrel. The impression 
was of a soft grey bird with darker 
grey wings. A striking feature 
was the white spots on the wing 
coverlets. These spots were the size 
of a 5c piece. Its feet were grey. 
Despite extensive research, I can 
find	no	description	that	can	identify	
the raptor. Some suggestions made by various ‘bird’ people 
have been: juvenile powerful owl, juvenile Grey Falcon and a 
nightjar. Also, the grey striping on the breast and barring of 
the tail were evident.

My sketch is more elongated than the bird and the beak was 
smaller. I hope someone can identify this raptor for me.

Brian Hutchison

Australian Raven at Carine on 
24 June. Photo by Ian Wallace
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Obituary
RON VAN DELFT

Died 9 Jul 2012, aged 55 years

Sharing with a gentle giant
This is a eulogy about sharing at a number of 
different levels over a long period of time. Two 
very different people with, however, common 
ideals and goals, that overrode our differences 
and set us walking along a similar path. We may 
not have been holding hands but we shared 
important moments together.

In the early 1980s a group of students 
from Murdoch University joined The Royal 
Australasian Ornithologists Union, breathing new life into 
the organisation and becoming part of a growth spurt that 
continues to this day. I joined around about the same time. 
The	first	moment	of	sharing	was	a	love	of	nature	and	a	
growing awareness of a new thing called this environment. 
This became an imperative that never faltered.

The second area of sharing was a complete surprise to me. 
I	was	asked	to	officiate	at	Ron’s	marriage	to	Catherine.	
Knowing Ron’s belief system as being completely different 
from mine, I surmised that this was his way of showing due 
respect to Catherine’s background and I was impressed by 
his action. Further to that, Ron was strongly averse to the 
wearing of ties. Wearing one to his wedding was not to his 
taste, but a discussion with his future father-in-law saw him 
show respect properly to the older generation’s phobia of 
wearing a tie to be properly dressed and to consent to wear 
one for his wedding. It didn’t last through the reception.

Ron is the author of a book called Birding Sites Around Perth. 
This work necessitated him gathering information from 
members about their birding sites. My wife and I contributed 
to that book, sharing in a project that hopefully made people 
more aware of the abundant bird life that can be found in 
our metropolitan area. I remember Ron saying, “I guess that 
makes me an ornithologist”. He was proud of that and we 
were happy to have played a small part.

The fourth thing we shared is to me the one that 
best demonstrates who Ron was and what was 
most important to him. It was an issue in which 
we were on entirely different sides of the fence, 
and that is an amazingly literal statement. 
As an employee of the Environmental 
Protection Authority, Ron was sent to Broome 
to investigate the desirability or otherwise of 
setting up a crocodile farm on the outskirts 
of the town. Because the farm was already in 
existence at the other end of town and had a 
reputation for allowing its crocodiles to escape, 
I was totally opposed to its being re-sited. Ron 
spoke to us then went to the owner and the 

council, and no doubt other interested citizens. He then 
came back to tell us that he would recommend the proposal 
be accepted based on the evidence he had gathered and the 
plans that had been drawn up. He knew that development 
was necessary in many cases and if environmental conditions 
were adhered to, it should not be denied. His decision was 
evidence- based and totally in harmony with his training 
and sense of fairness. We disagreed, but learnt to respect 
differences that were in tune with belief and training.

The last thing we share is one of life’s great lessons, that life 
is a progression from birth to death. We don’t know when 
death will come, only that it will. The treasures we gather 
from our pilgrimage are memories of things shared, of values 
learned and respect earned. I will remember Ron because he 
was true to his learning, his instincts, his sense of fairness 
and himself. In this sense, he lives on in the memories of his 
greater family, his colleagues and his friends.

I last saw Ron at Bunbury about 12 months ago. As usual, 
because of his stature, I felt small. I never felt small when 
we dealt together because he didn’t treat people that way. 
He combined strong opinions with utmost respect.

We salute his life and his achievements.

Brice Wells

Quality of digital photographs
IMPORTANT PLEASE READ!

When submitting photos for use in WABN, please send a high quality image, eg, 300 dpi, with a file size of 
at least 500 kb.

It is suggested  that the settings on your digital camera be changed to the maximum resolution (setting).

Another area that could cause a problem is that some e-mail programs automatically reduce the file size so 
these settings could be adjusted to maintain the original file size.

When e-mailing images please attach them to an e-mail and not embedded in a Word document or in the 
e-mail itself.
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Observations
This	list	has	been	compiled	by	the	WA	Records	Officer	
with input from the WA Records Committee. Metropolitan 
suburbs or shires are in parentheses. Please report 
interesting	observations	the	WA	Records	Officer,	John	Graff	
(wasightings@birdlife.org.au)	or	to	the	BirdLife	WA	office	
(9383 7749). Sightings are included on the BirdLife WA 
sightings page (http://birdswa.org.au/sightings.htm) as 
soon as possible, and the most interesting are selected for 
inclusion in the next WABN.

Highlights

The major highlights in the south-west this quarter were 
seabird records during and immediately after two successive 
major storms in mid-June, and a minor Black-tailed 
Native-hen irruption into the south-west. A seawatching 
trip	to	Cape	Naturaliste	yielded	a	close	fly-by	of	a	Southern 
Fulmar, one of the few non-beachwashed records for this 
species in WA. A young Wandering Albatross and a white 
morph Southern Giant-Petrel were also seen. Another 
Southern Fulmar and a young Grey-headed Albatross 
(both still alive), along with several other species were 
picked up from beaches from Perth to Mandurah. A noddy 
(now believed likely to be Lesser) was also seen on a couple 
of occasions, while there were also several records of giant-
petrels, Cape Petrel and Wilson’s Storm-Petrel from 
regular seawatching sites near Perth.

Black-tailed Native-hens also moved into Perth in 
reasonable numbers, highlighted by over 30 at Yanchep and 
up to 17 at Lake Joondalup. Red-kneed Dotterels and 
White-necked Herons	also	showed	signs	of	benefitting	
from inland rain, with more than usual (particularly for this 
time of year) being reported near Perth. Reports from fauna 
surveys inland also included a Laughing Dove along a 
creekline in the Hamersley Ranges and a Shining Bronze-
Cuckoo at Jundee Station near Wiluna, both further inland 
than usually recorded. A healthy number of Grey Falcon 
reports from the Pilbara indicated that this rare raptor may 
also	have	benefitted	from	the	good	conditions	of	the	last	two	
seasons.

In the Kimberley, the major highlight was an Asian Brown 
Flycatcher located on Browse Island, by a team en route 
to Ashmore Reef. Once at the reef, the group also recorded 
several major rarities, including Asian Stubtail, Siberian 
Blue Robin, Siberian Thrush and Eastern Crowned 
Warbler.

METROPOLITAN (UBD Street Directory)
Freckled Duck – up to 5, 23/04-05/05/12, Lake Monger 

(Wembley) – CG, GH et al. * 1, 08/06/12, 
Herdsman Lake (Herdsman) - MaC (rare 
recently in Perth)

Grey-headed Albatross – 1 taken into care, 
11/06/12, beach (Secret Harbour) – CL 
(rarely reported in WA)

Southern Fulmar - 1 taken into care, 
11/06/12, beach (Secret Harbour) – CL 
(rarely reported in WA)

Spotted Harrier – 1, 23/04/12, Dunreath 
Drive (Perth Airport) – MN * 1, 
02/07/2012, Yanchep National Park 
(Yanchep) – DJ (unusual on the coastal 
plain)

Black-tailed Native-hen – up to 17, 08/05-05/06/12, 
Picnic Cove, Lake Joondalup (Edgewater) – WM, PS, FC 
et al. * up to 37+, 24/05-02/07/12, Yanchep National 
Park (Yanchep) – CB, RC et al. * up to 7, 04-25/06/12, 
ALCOA Wellard Wetlands (Baldivis) – MN, JG et al. * 1, 
04/06-19/07/12, Herdsman Lake (Herdsman) – MaC et 
al. * 1, 27/06/12, Lake Gwelup (Gwelup) – DJ (rare in 
the metropolitan area; minor irruption)

Black-fronted Dotterel – 1, 14/06-19/06/12, Bickley 
Swamp (Rottnest Island) – DL, SM & LM (rarely reported 
on Rottnest)

Noddy sp. (probably Lesser) – 1, 11/06/12, Point Peron 
(Peron) – JG * 1, 13/06/12, Woodman Point (Munster) – 
AC & MC (all noddy spp. rare this far south)

Masked Owl – 2, 02/06/12, Jarrahdale area (Jarrahdale) – 
NJ & NW (rare in the south-west)

SOUTH WEST (Shark Bay to Cape Arid)
Diamond Dove – 6, 28/05/12, Darken Rd, near Darkin 

Swamp (Beverly) – KS (south of normal range)

Wandering Albatross – 1 juvenile/stage 1 (subspecies 
indeterminate), 13/06/12, Cape Naturaliste (Busselton) 
– SF, NJ & JG (rarely reported from shore)

Southern Giant-Petrel – 1 white morph, 13/06/12, Cape 
Naturaliste (Busselton) – SF, NJ & JG (white morph rare 
in WA)

SOUTHERN FULMAR – 1, 13/06/12, Cape Naturaliste 
(Busselton) – SF, NJ & JG (very few ‘at-sea’ records in 
WA)

Black-tailed Native-hen – 1, 05-07/07/12, Parkridge 
Wetland, Eaton (Dardanup) – PM (uncommon in far 
south-west)

Double-banded Plover – 1, 26/06/12, Point Moore Beach 
(Geraldton-Greenough) – ML

Inland Dotterel – 1, 02/05/12, Yeagarup Dunes 
(Manjimup) – WE (very rare in south-west)

Great Knot – 32, 14/05-21/06/12, Ledge Beach (Albany) 
– MGB et al. (high number overwintering for the south-
west)

Budgerigar – 3, 12/02/12, Collie River Mouth (Bunbury) – 
GHa et al. (south of normal range) 

Masked Owl – 1, 22/07/12, Gray’s Rd (Manjimup) – PT & 
RF (rare in the south-west)

ARID ZONE
Green Pygmy-Goose – 1, 08-10/07/12, 
Carrawine Gorge (East Pilbara) – RCu & HC 
(south of normal range)

Laughing Dove – 1, 02/05/12, western 
Hamersley Ranges (Ashburton) – BG, JG et al. 
(1st record for the Pilbara)

Shining Bronze-Cuckoo – 1, 28/03/12, 
Jundee Station (Wiluna) – NJ (unusual in arid 
zone)

Green Pygmy-goose. 
Photo by Frank 
O’Connor  (BWA 
Digital Library)
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BirdLife WA reports
CHAIR’S REPORT

KIMBERLEY
ASIAN BROWN FLYCATCHER – 

1, late 04/12, Browse Island 
(Wyndham-East Kimberley) – RoC, 
GS et al. (4th record for WA, if 
accepted by BARC)

ASHMORE REEF
SIBERIAN BLUE ROBIN – 1 immature 

male, late 04/12, West Island 
(Ashmore Reef) - RoC, GS et al. 
(1st record for Australia, if accepted 
by BARC)

EASTERN CROWNED WARBLER – 1, 
late 04/12, West Island (Ashmore 
Reef) - RoC, GS et al. (1st record 
for Australia, if accepted by BARC)

ASIAN STUBTAIL – 1, late 04/12, 
West Island (Ashmore Reef) - RoC, 
GS et al. (1st record for Australia, if 
accepted by BARC)

SIBERIAN THRUSH – 1 immature 
male, late 04/12, West Island 
(Ashmore Reef) - RoC, GS et al. (1st 
live record for Australia, if accepted 
by BARC)

Crested Honey-Buzzard – 6, late 
04/12, West Island (Ashmore 
Reef) - RoC, GS et al. (vagrant to 
Australia, if accepted by BARC)

Japanese Sparrowhawk – 1, late 
04/12, West Island (Ashmore 
Reef) - RoC, GS et al. (vagrant to 
Australia, if accepted by BARC)

OBSERVERS
AC = Alan Collins
BG = Bruce Greatwich
CB	=	Chadd	Banfield
CG = Claire Gerrish
CL = Craig Lester
DJ = Darryl Jones
DL = David Letham
FC = Fred Coles
GH = Greg Howell

GHa = Greg Harewood
GS = George Swann
HC = Helen Clark
JG = John Graff
KS = Karl Seddon
LM = Lorraine Marshall
MaC = Mark Carter
MC = Martin Cake
MGB = Mariee & Gordon Bougher
ML = Mike Lawrie
MN = Mark Newman
NJ = Nigel Jackett
NW = Nathan Waugh

PM = Peter Morris
PS = Phil Snow
PT = Peter Taylor
RC = Ruth Courts
RCu = Rick Curtis
RoC = Rohan Clarke
RF = Rose Ferrell
SF = Stewart Ford
SM = Sue Mather
WE = Wendy Eiber
WM = Wayne Merritt

The Members’ meeting in July was well attended with 80 
people listening to Matt Fossey talking on the Carnaby’s 
Black-Cockatoo project. Matt gave an excellent overview 
of the funding we have received for this work and what 
the organisation has achieved. But there is much more to 
be done for the conservation of this species. The meeting 
then	viewed	the	film	Steps to Recovery. Great Cocky Count 
volunteers were invited to this meeting and were presented 
with copies of the DVD.

Kim Onton has been lost from the Executive Committee, but 
not permanently we hope. Under the BirdLife Constitution, 
employees cannot serve on this committee. She has been 
appointed	part	time	as	Project	Officer	for	the	Exmouth	Gulf	
Coastwest Grant. This project will involve the Community 
Education Committee with both school and community 
activities in Exmouth.

The newly formed photography group gathers momentum 
and the members are now sharing their considerable 
knowledge	and	skills	at	meetings	as	well	as	in	the	field.	It	is	
great to see this new initiative up and running and adding 
another aspect to learning about our native birds.

Reorganising Peregrine House to improve the working 
space for both the staff and the volunteers has necessitated 
the sorting out of historical records. The value of archival 
records and raw data cannot be underestimated. Storage 

in water tight, well labelled plastic boxes should ensure 
that this material is preserved. However we have found no 
records prior to 1976 apart from the early copies of Western 
Australian Bird Notes. So I am making a plea for this early 
material with the assurance that it will be safely stored.

The updating of all materials, posters, stationery, forms with 
the new logo and name is continuing. Best of all we have 
smart new name tags and these are now available to order 
and purchase.

The review of Policies and Procedures is being managed by 
Lorraine Marshall and is continuing, underpinned by BirdLife 
Australia’s Branch Working Arrangements. This is proving a 
valuable exercise as there have been considerable changes 
in our organisation since 2008 when these documents were 
prepared.

Erica Brock from AB Bookkeeping Services has been 
contracted for the organisation’s bookkeeping tasks. She will 
spend	around	half	a	day	each	week	at	the	office.

There is no question that the strength of the BirdLife 
Western Australia Branch lies with the many volunteers who 
seem to be doing so many different jobs — all to the one end 
of creating a brighter future for our birds.

Suzanne Mather
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Mary Vaughan
As many of you will already know Mary resigned from the 
position of Treasurer of the BirdLife WA Branch as from 1July 
2012.	Mary	has	managed	the	finances,	with	her	bookkeeping	
training, since 1998, initially with advice from Greg Wyllie, 
who until a couple of years ago was also the auditor. 
Currently	the	finances	are	in	a	very	healthy	position	due	in	
no small part to Mary’s work. She has also provided Eyre 
Bird	Observatory	with	financial	management	at	times.

Her passion and interest in this voluntary commitment as 
Treasurer has been greatly appreciated from the many 
members who know her and we have been very fortunate 
to	have	received	the	benefit	of	her	time	and	energy	over	so	
many years.

The organisation has grown and changed considerably during 
her tenure. Some of the milestones she has faced are: the 
incorporation of BAWA, the introduction of GST and MYOB, 
the use of electronic banking, the establishment of BirdLife 
in WA, the hosting of various conferences and the growth of 
the projects initiated and supported by the branch.

Suzanne Mather

Appreciation from past Chairs

Mary has been an ever present volunteer for the past 20 
years and more, and during my tenure as chair was a most 
effective Treasurer and a valued adviser to the committee. 
I always admired and appreciated her good humour when 
dealing with people like me. Mary will be a hard act to follow.

Clive Nealon

I	had	the	benefit	of	working	with	Mary	as	Treasurer	
through some challenging issues. These included managing 
increasing project grant funding, coping with less than 
satisfactory	support	from	head	office,	dealing	with	a	series	
of	new	auditors	and,	finally,	accepting	the	desirability	of	
help from Jim Howard. In dealing with all of these, Mary 
exemplified	all	of	what	is	best	in	the	volunteers	who	make	
BirdLife Australia Western Australia the success it is. My 
appreciation and thanks to Mary for her long and valuable 
contribution.

Bruce Haynes

BirdLife WA reports, ctd

Managing black-cocky habitat on the Swan 
Coastal Plain
A new BirdLife Australia project focussing on improving 
habitat management for Carnaby’s and Baudin’s Black-
Cockatoos on the Swan Coastal Plain is underway. 
With funding from Perth Region NRM via the Australian 
Government’s Caring for our Country program, this is the 
first	time	BirdLife	Australia	is	leading	on-ground	works	for	
threatened cockatoos in the 
Perth region.

The Swan Coastal Plain’s 
Banksia woodlands provide 
core feeding habitat during 
winter for northern and 
western populations of 
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo. 
The Jarrah-Marri forests of the 
Perth Hills and foothills are a 
vital habitat for Baudin’s Black-
Cockatoo. Increasing habitat 
clearance and fragmentation 
are a major threat to these 
cockatoos.

BirdLife Australia volunteers 
recently helped to revegetate 
approximately	five	hectares	
for DEC’s Banksia Woodland 
Restoration Project, funded 
through the Federal Jandakot 

Airport Offset project. Nearly 40 enthusiastic volunteers 
from the Great Cocky Count planted seedlings in Forrestdale 
Lake Nature Reserve and Jandakot Regional Park. The 
seedlings were grown from seed collected at the Jandakot 
Airport and nearby areas, and included Banksia, Melaleuca 
and Allocasuarina species. Banksias provide important food 
resources for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo.

BirdLife Australia volunteers also helped at Carnaby’s-
focussed planting days led by the City of Subiaco and Town 

of Cambridge on National Tree 
Day 2012. Such volunteer 
activities represent an 
excellent contribution to the 
on-ground recovery effort for 
the species.

In addition to on-ground 
conservation and survey 
initiatives, BirdLife Australia 
is also working closely with 
the Dieback Working Group 
to raise awareness about 
Phytophthora dieback and 
its impact on black-cockatoo 
habitat. This widespread 
and increasing disease has a 
serious impact on the Banksia 
woodlands and Jarrah forests 
that support black-cockatoos.

Tam Kabat

Forrestdale Lake Nature Reserve and Jandakot 
Regional Park planting days (see also p43). 
Photos by Vanda Longman and Mark Brundrett
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Breakthrough for Western 
Ground Parrot survey
Adapted by Brenda Newbey from two articles 
by Jeff Pinder, DEC, in the May 2012 and July 
2012 issues of the Friends of the Western Ground 
Parrot Newsupdate.

In the spring of 2011, the Department of 
Environment and Conservation’s (DEC’s) 
Integrated Fauna Recovery Project 
began tests with autonomous recording 
units (ARUs) to determine whether they 
could be used to supplement Western 
Ground Parrot (WGP) surveys by human 
observers.
We acquired 20 SM2 ‘Song Meter’ 
ARUs on loan from the Department of 
Agriculture and Food (DAFWA), units 
which had been used as part of the 
DAFWA Starling Control Program.

The units are user friendly and portable, 
and	have	sufficient	battery	power	and	
memory capacity to store large amounts 
of	data	in	the	form	of	sound	files.	They	
can	be	left	out	in	the	field	in	all	weather	for	weeks	at	a	time.	
For WGP survey, each SM2 is programmed to record for 45 
minutes	twice	a	day	during	the	WGPs’	call-flight	periods	at	
dawn and dusk.

After trials which showed that the SM2s were a match for 
experienced human listeners, and that units 500 metres 
apart could often detect the same call, a third trial was set 
up in January 2012, in Cape Arid National Park. Nineteen 
units	were	placed	at	five	kilometre	intervals	and	no	more	
than 400 metres from vehicle tracks. The distribution of 
Song Meters meant that some areas that had never been 
surveyed for WGPs, some that had not been surveyed for 
a long time and some presently known to support WGPs 
were covered. After six weeks of recording, the SM2s were 
collected	and	a	selection	of	sound	files	from	each	was	
analysed using Syrinx software.

One	hundred	and	eighteen	definite	WGP	calls	were	recorded	
and	identified.	These	118	calls	were	‘heard’	between	six	
different SM2s in 34 positive recording sessions out of a total 
of 212 sessions.

Of the six SM2s yielding WGP calls, one unit was located at 
the northern end of Pasley Track where WGPs haven’t been 
heard	since	2005.	This	finding	will	enable	DEC	to	organise	
a more comprehensive survey of the area to identify the 
extent and concentration of this occupied habitat. This 
information will be vitally important as DEC focuses towards 
dedicated	WGP	fire	protection	measures	in	this	area	in	
2012/13.

Another ‘successful’ unit was positioned in a well vegetated 
gully system. This result was encouraging from one of two 
standpoints. Either WGPs were occupying atypical habitat 
(both in terms of topography and vegetation type) or, which 
is perhaps more likely, the ARUs were capable of detecting 
calls from adjacent habitat some distance away.

A	third	Song	Meter	station	which	produced	definite	WGP	
records	(SM27)	was	specifically	installed	near	one	of	the	
2010 capture sites in Cape Arid National Park. Four out 
of nine recording sessions analysed contained WGP calls. 
These records are also very important and provide a level 

of reassurance that these birds are 
persisting in the area.

The remaining three ARUs collecting 
definite	WGP	records	were	all	located	
close to previous survey sites where 
positive records had been obtained in 
the most recent years of monitoring. So 
it was perhaps less surprising to record 
WGP calls at these sites but nonetheless 
confidence	inspiring	that	the	birds	are	
still surviving and the technology is most 
definitely	working!

There	were	a	further	40	unconfirmed	
WGP calls (ie, ‘maybes’). These ‘maybe’ 
calls	encompassed	an	additional	five	
SM2s. However, without the presence of 
any	‘definite’	WGP	calls	from	these	units	
it	is	very	difficult	to	corroborate	these	
findings.	One	potential	significant	factor	
hampering	call	identification	in	January	
could be the presence of WGP chicks. 
Chick calls are often lower in frequency 
than	adults	and	more	likely	to	fluctuate	
up and down in tone. This pattern mirrors 

the best Tawny-crowned Honeyeater impersonators therefore 
making	it	extremely	difficult	to	discern	between	the	two.

In conclusion, the use of automated recording technology 
for assisting WGP monitoring and survey has shown real 
promise.

The Western Ground Parrot is critically endangered and in 
2010 it was estimated that only 110 adult birds remain in 
the wild, most of them in Cape Arid National Park. Since 
2010, there have been eight birds in captivity. For more 
information about WGPs and the community group that is 
attempting to assist with WGP recovery, visit the website: 
www.western-ground-parrot.org.au.

Jeff Pinder

Louisa Bell setting up a song 
meter. Photo by Jeff Pinder

Australian 
Hobby. Photo 
by John Vogel 
(BWA Digital 
Library)

Black Kite (see Naming 
of Birds p13). Photo by 
Georgina Steytler (BWA 
Digital Library)



Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 143 September 2012 Page 13

Naming of birds
ACCIPITRIFORMES (RAPTORS, 
HAWKS, EAGLES)

Accipitridae – from the Latin accipiter, a hawk. One of two 
major families within this Order.

Pandion cristatus – Eastern Osprey. Pandion was a 
king of Attica whose tragic daughters were metaphormosed 
into a swallow and nightingale. What has this to do with 
ospreys? Suggestions would be very welcome. Cristatus in 
Latin means having a crest or plumed. In this case, plumed 
is probably the preferred translation as it looks more like 
a group of feathers that can be erected on the head rather 
than the typical crest associated with many other birds. 
Osprey is from ossifaga a bone breaker perhaps in the 
mistaken identity of an osprey sometime or other as a 
Lammergeier of Africa and parts of the Middle East.

Also called the Fish Hawk.

Elanus axillaris – Black-shouldered Kite. Elanos is Greek 
for a kite and axillaris is Latin for ‘of the armpit’ or, in this 
case, shoulder. Kite itself, derives from no known language 
but may be onomatopoeic, and is analogous with the toy 
kite. Another suggestion is that it is from an old English 
word, skit meaning a Water Rail. Why? Water Rails tend 
to disappear very quickly when they spot intruders. From 
this, skit became dart, which is a behaviour of the kite. A 
very convoluted derivation but etymology often is as good 
as intuitive guesswork. The classical toy kite (name derived 
from the bird and not vice versa) consists of two isosceles 
triangles and the tail feathers when spread on a kite form an 
almost perfect isosceles triangle between the spread ends.

Elanus scriptus – Letter-winged Kite. Scriptus is Latin for 
written and refers to the black M shape on the underwing.

Note that there are several genera of ‘kites’.

Lophoictinia isura – Square-tailed Kite. The Greek 
derivatives are lophos, crest (although it is only very slight), 
ictinia , kite, iso equal and ouros tail. The tail is about as 
wide (at its widest) as it is long whereas tails of other large 
kites (Whistling and Black) tend to be longer than their 
width.

Hamirostra melanosternon – Black-breasted Buzzard. 
An easy one - hamus and rostrum - Latin for hook and bill; 
melas and sternon, Greek for black and breast respectively. 
Perhaps the genus name is not very apt as all raptors 
have hooked bills. The term buzzard itself appears to 
be onomatopoeic but has undergone many etymological 
changes over the ages.

Haliaeetus leucogaster – White-bellied Sea-Eagle. 
Another of the few bird names that translate literally. Aetus 
is Greek for eagle and although there are at least eight 
eagles that occur in Greece, it is presumed to be their name 
for the Golden Eagle. Leucos is Greek for white and gaster 
for belly cf gastronomy, etc.

Sometimes called the White-breasted Sea Eagle.

Haliastur sphenurus – Whistling Kite. The hali portion 
is rather meaningless when applied to this bird as it from 
the Greek hals, the sea. This is an anomaly often met with 
in nomenclature when the name of another species in the 
genus	is	named	first	(see	below)	and	then	other	species	

within the genus are named later. It makes sense therefore 
to maintain generic names rather than rename the original 
in order for names to be consistent with species descriptions. 
This would create much more confusion. Astur Latin is from 
the Greek word asturias for a hawk and is synonymous with 
accipiter. Sphen, Greek together with oura means wedge 
tail; not to be confused with Wedge-tailed Eagle where the 
tail is wedge shaped; with the kite it refers to the wedge 
(isosceles) shape (space) between the tail feathers when 
they are spread.

Also erroneously called the Whistling Eagle.

Haliastur indus – Brahminy Kite. The hals makes sense 
here	as	this	kite	is	a	sea	fishing	bird	common	on	the	Indian	
(indus) coast (and many other coasts). In India I have 
often heard people calling them ‘Fish Eagles’. A Brahmin is 
a member of a higher order of priests amongst the Hindus. 
Like the white ibis, being termed sacred because of its 
supposedly godly or divine appearance, this kite has an 
other-world look and is rather special.

Also called the Red-backed Kite.

Milvus migrans – Black Kite. Simple, milvus is Latin for a 
kite and migrans means migrating.

Other names are Fork-tailed Kite and Kite-Hawk.

Accipiter fasciatus – Brown Goshawk. As mentioned 
above, accipiter is Latin for a hawk and derives from the 
verb accipere – to grasp. Fasciatus (L) means striped, not 
all	that	specific	though	as	several	of	the	Accipitidrae	have	
stripes or bands on their chest. Goshawk is almost certainly 
a misnomer as it means Goose hawk, implying that they 
catch	geese,	maybe	goslings	but	definitely	not	geese.	A	
more probable alternative is that it is from an old Scottish 
word gos, a buzzard. Hawk itself is from the Protogermanic 
word havikaz – a bird that seizes.

Also called the Australian Goshawk.

Accipiter cirrocephalus – Collared Sparrowhawk. 
The nomenclaturist here had his Greek slightly wrong. 
Cirros is yellow and cirrhos is grey so perhaps it would be 
better	to	change	the	specific	name	to	cirrhocephalus? For 
those interested in Greek, there is not a true ‘h’ but it is 
represented by putting an accent ( ʹ ) over the preceding 
letter,	ie,	it	would	be	accented	rho	‘ρ’	in	this	case.	I	will	
point out that Ancient Greek has many different words for 
similar colours and the exact transliteration from Ancient 
Greek letters into 
the English letters 
is fraught with 
many	difficulties.	
Sparrow itself does 
not necessarily 
mean they attack 
mainly sparrows 
(hopefully never in 
WA) but is from the 
Greek, sparasso – 
to scatter, ie, a bird 
that	causes	flocks	
of smaller birds to 
scatter.

Accipiter 
novaehollandiae 
– Grey Goshawk. 
Not much to say 

Swamp Harrier and Whistling 
Kite, Lake Monger. Photo by 
Barry Heinrich
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here – literally the New Holland (Australia) Hawk. Many of us 
though would like it to be a bit more common than the name 
may suggest, as some well known twitchers still consider it 
extinct (it isn’t) or mythical as they have yet to get a tick for 
it. With the Night Parrot it is one of the most sought after 
Australian birds.

Also called the Variable or White Goshawk.

Circus assimilis – Spotted 
Harrier. The harriers commonly 
fly	in	circles,	circus being Greek 
for circle. Assimilis is a commonly 
used	taxonomic	specific	name	
and means similar to, but which 
harrier the spotted one is similar 
to is unclear. (Another cop-out by 
taxonomists!) Harrier is simply 
from the English word harry or 
harrow, to make predatory raids.

Also called the Smoke Hawk.

Circus approximans – Swamp 
Harrier. Approximare is Latin 
for ‘to draw near’; that is, closely 
related. Similar (see above) 
and excuse the pun, to another 
unknown harrier.

Sometimes called the Swamp Hawk or Marsh Harrier. The 
latter should not be used as it is the common name of Circus 
aeruginosa of the Northern Hemisphere.

Erythrotriorchis radiatus – Red Goshawk. Eruthros 
is Greek for red and triorkhes, a bird of prey. The latter 
actually means three testicles and somehow early Greeks 
thought birds had this number! Why pick on this goshawk? 
Perhaps there should be an extra verse to the Colonel Bogey. 
Radiatus, Latin, means furnished with spokes or rays or, 
more simply, barred.

Aquila audax – Wedge-tailed Eagle. Aquila is Latin for 
eagle and audax means bold, not that they are that bold 
now being mainly scavengers; more like vultures. Wedge, 
here refers to the very distinctive shape of the tail. The term 
eagle itself is almost a direct translation from the Latin via 
the French, aigle.

Also called the Eagle Hawk.

Hieraaetus morphnoides – Little Eagle. From the Greek 
hierax, hawk and aetus, eagle. Morphnos is Greek for a 
type of eagle or vulture and the –oides ending symbolises, 
resembling. No mistaking that the Little Eagle is a hawk-like 
eagle!

FALCONIFORMES (FALCONS)

Falconidae
Like a falcon from the Latin falx, meaning sickle, and refers 
to their hooked talons. Notwithstanding this it has a parallel 
etymology from the French word faucher – to mow, ie, birds 
that ‘mow’ through bands of small birds looking for a kill. 
The French for Sparrowhawk is focheu and falcon is faucon 
from the same root.

Falco cenchroides – Nankeen Kestrel. Kenkhris is 
Greek for kestrel. Oides – see above. The origin of kestrel 
could be from the French crecelle, a rattle, and is purely 

onomatopoeic. Nankeen is from the Chinese town of Nanjing, 
famous for making a pale yellow or buff coloured cotton. 
The kestrel itself has a brownish or rufous back with whitish 
underparts. It would be interesting to know who gave the 
name of Nankeen to this kestrel and why it has stuck rather 
than one of its other, more exact names, the Australian 
Kestrel?

Also called the Windhover.

Falco berigora – Brown Falcon. 
Berigora is the Aboriginal name for 
this bird.

Falco longipennis – Australian 
Hobby. Longipennis is Latin for 
long feathers or, more aptly, 
wings. The hobby has longer and 
narrower wings compared to the 
body than do other falcons. Hobby 
is from the Old French, hober – to 
jump about, and refers to their 
skilful manoeuvrability.

Also called the Little Falcon.

Falco hypoleucos – Grey 
Falcon. Hupo for beneath 
and leucos for white in Greek. 
Conjoined, ie, ‘beneath white‘ 

means whitish. Not all that apt a name as their colour varies 
from near white to near black.

Falco subniger – Black Falcon. Literally Latin for 
somewhat black. What exactly does ‘somewhat’ mean – 
another copout? The younger birds are almost all black but 
upon aging the colour fades to a brownish black therefore 
somewhat is maybe as good a description as any.

Falco peregrinus – Peregrine Falcon. Peregrinus is Latin 
for a wanderer and refers to the migratory habits of northern 
populations.

Other names are Black-cheeked Falcon and Duck Hawk – yes 
it will take ducks.

Iuvencus

Carnamah, Inering Hills
3.5 hours drive north of Perth

Purpose built modern one bedroom self contained studio/
cottage on working farm with fine views over the granite 
rocks. Wheatbelt and transitional woodland birds. Linen  
supplied. Guided visit to key sites included.

2 nights, 2-3 people $275.00.
Other options for accommodation may be available. Please ask.
For more details + photos:

Pauline.Wittwer@bigpond.com 
or 0428 674 074. Farm: 9951 1225.

Land for Wildlife Members.
Your well behaved dog is welcome.

Brown Goshawk, Little Rush Lake. Photo 
by Barry Heinrich
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MISTLETOEBIRD FEEDING ON 
SOLANUM

At Ellis Brook Reserve on Monday 4 June I observed a male 
Mistletoebird feeding on the ripe black fruit of Black Berry 
Nightshade (Solanum nigrum). It was also defending the 
food resource from another male Mistletoebird. I thought it 
unusual to see Mistletoebirds feeding on the fruit of annual 
herbs less than 50 centimetres high, especially as this plant 
is an introduced species in Australia. (see photo p2)

Subsequent reference to HANZAB revealed that, while a 
range of fruits are taken by Mistletoebirds, they mostly feed 
on mistletoe berries, and the great majority of foraging 
observations are from above 5 m from the ground. They 
have previously been recorded feeding on this nightshade, 
but only very rarely.

Barry Heinrich

RED WATTLEBIRDS TAKING 
HONEYBEES

During a visit to Government House Open Day on 15 April, I 
observed several Red Wattlebirds Anthochaera carunculata 
perched around a Honeybee hive in a hollow that was high 
in a tall ancient (>200 year old) Flooded Gum in the garden. 
There were at least four birds in the group and, from time 
to	time,	one	would	make	a	short	flight	to	capture	a	bee	and	
then	fly	to	and	land	in	a	neighbouring	tree	before	returning	
to the vicinity of the hive. I did not have binoculars with 
me, so did not observe how they ate the prey. According to 
HANZAB (Volume 5, page 470) there is only one previous 
record of this species eating Honeybees, viz, a note in the 
Western Australian Naturalist 18: 234 by Otto Mueller who 
saw Red Wattlebirds eating bees at a hive in his Wembley 
Downs garden.

Michael Brooker

RUSHY SWAMP

A monthly survey for three years of a wetland over 150 
km from home told upon my failing strength and budget. I 
decided my next survey should be closer. Consequently, I 
examined the DOLA maps and ‘near’ Bunbury found Rushy 
Swamp.

I examined the swamp, area and approaches on the Google 
aerial map and discerned a promising area of water. I drove 
to	the	location	(late	June	2009)	to	find	a	large,	grassy	
paddock containing a group of frisky bullocks that took 
a close interest in my doings. I walked about the area, 
accompanied by my bullock spectators, found a ‘hole’ dug 
into the ground to provide water for them, with the water 
level some half a metre below that of the ground. Small 
groups of trees contained old nests. I concluded the swamp 
was intermittently wet and unlikely to warrant further 
survey.

During the course of the next seven days 62.2 mm of rain 
fell	(figures	obtained	later)	and	I	thought	a	further	look	at	
Rushy Swamp might be worth the journey — it was ‘close’ to 
home	after	all.	On	my	second	visit	I	was	astonished	to	find	
a substantial lake nearly 1 kilometre long, 500 metres wide 
and	50	mm	deep.	I	was	to	find	over	the	next	two	years	that	
the waters of Rushy Swamp appeared ‘magically’ within a 
short period.

It became apparent later that the swamp is fed by a small 
creek from the north and by seepage from the east. In 
South-West Waterbird Survey terms, Rushy Swamp is winter 
wet, albeit one of importance.

It is worth interpolating at this point that should anyone 
today examine the Google aerial map of the area, no water 
will	be	seen.	Rushy	Swamp	will	appear	as	when	I	first	saw	it.	
The current Google aerial photograph was taken in summer, 
whereas the Google map I scrutinised was taken in winter. 
Today the swamp would not be found via Google. The ‘olde 
worlde’ paper map still retains value.

In the second year of survey, Rushy Swamp had but little 
water; in the third year the level was closer to that of 
the	first,	although	less.	The	swamp	contained	water	and	
waterbirds in some numbers between July 2008 and the 
following January 2009, between July and August only 
in 2010, but with a wetter 2011 the swamp had water 
from August 2011 to January 2012, these three periods 
constituting the three ‘waterbird years’ of survey.

In all, 28 species of waterbirds were seen and 37 species of 
bushbirds.

As might be expected the ‘wet’ year of 2009-10 was the 
year to survey. Twenty-six waterbird species were recorded, 
five	breeding.	Those	breeding	were	Black	Swan,	Australian	
Shelduck,	Pacific	Black	Duck,	Australian	White	Ibis	and	
Straw-necked Ibis. No species bred the next year, but in 
2011	Black	Swan,	Pacific	Black	Duck	and	Straw-necked	Ibis	
bred again, with the addition of Hoary-headed Grebe.

During the breeding periods (especially 2008) large 
numbers	of	Australian	Ravens	flew	about	and	were	probably	
responsible for the failure of any Australian White Ibis to 
produce young that year. The Australian White Ibis nests 
were loose groups of sticks, close together, built on earth 
banks in the open. Whenever anything disturbed the birds 
the eggs were open to attack.

The earth banks on which the nests were made resulted 
from the land owner trying to create more grazing land by 
bull-dozing scrub from the semi-wet areas into aligned and 
heaped rows — the wetter areas being grass only. Scrub re-
growth defeated the attempt, but the rows so created, while 
above maximum water level had no cover whatsoever and 
provided no protection against predation. The Straw-necked 
Ibis fully occupied/dominated all the tree-tops and their 
lower branches.

In the seven wet months of 2009-10, either a White-bellied 
Sea-Eagle	or	Swamp	Harrier	(or	both)	were	observed	on	five	
of the months (a 71% incidence) and in the six wet months 
of 2011, a Swamp Harrier was observed twice (a 33% 
incidence). Doubtless these predators were present on days 
on which no observations were being made. Also observed 
were four non-water related predators — Whistling Kite, 
Little Eagle, Wedge-tailed Eagle and Nankeen Kestrel, all of 
which	flew	about	the	swamp	‘with	intent’.	Another	common	
predator seen was the European Fox, although none were 
seen near the water.
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The sudden appearance of a White-bellied Sea-Eagle low to 
the water (it is possible for a predator to ‘approach’ low and 
unobserved) on a swamp with between 600+ and 2000+ 
water birds was a spectacle to witness.

In September 2009 the Straw-necked Ibis commenced 
breeding, occupying the tree-tops and all the usable lower 
branch forks/spaces. Later inspection showed that these 
lower branch nests to be surprisingly large, having been 
rebuilt upon over a number of years, similar to the re-
usage of the Wedge-tailed Eagle. In September 2009 the 
Straw-necked Ibis exceeded 2000 in number. There was/is 
insufficient	nesting	space	for	all	these	birds,	but	many	flew	
about the swamp in groups of some 500, calling while rising 
with the thermals. At times over 1500 birds were circling the 
swamp, many calling, while those at the nests called also.

It was the greatest aggregation of Straw-necked Ibis I have 
seen anywhere. However, in the two following years the 
maximum number recorded was 62.

The maximum number of each waterbird species seen (with 
the observation year/month in brackets and with January 
2010 shown as within waterbird year 2009 and with breeding 
species marked with an asterisk) was:

Musk Duck 8 2011 (Oct)

Freckled Duck 2 2011 (Nov)

Black Swan* 224 2009 (Sep)

Australian Shelduck* 64 2009 (Oct)

Australian Wood Duck 28 2011 (Dec)

Pink-eared Duck 38 2009 (Oct)

Australasian Shoveler 22 2009 (Oct)

Grey Teal 368 2011 (Sep)

Pacific	Black	Duck* 86 2010 (Aug)

Hardhead 56 2011 (Oct)

Blue-billed Duck 6 2009 (Aug/ Sep)

Australasian Grebe 24 2009 (Jul)

Hoary-headed Grebe* 35 2009 (Nov)

Little Pied Cormorant 6 2011 (Dec)

Little Black Cormorant 1 2011 (Oct)

White-necked Heron 49 2009 (Jan 2010)

Eastern Great Egret 1 2009 (Dec)

White-faced Heron 59 2009 (Jan 2010)

Australian White Ibis* 24 2009 (Oct)

Straw-necked Ibis* 2000+ 2009 (Sep)

Yellow-billed Spoonbill 10 2009 (Dec)

White-bellied Sea-Eagle 1 2009 (Sep/Oct)

Swamp Harrier 2 2011 (Aug/Oct)

Purple Swamphen 1 2009 (Jul/ Dec)

Eurasian Coot 209 2009 (Aug)

Black-winged Stilt 4 2011 (Sep)

Black-fronted Dotterel 4 2009 & 2011 (Jan 
2010 & 2011)

Little Grassbird 1 2009 (Sep)

The month with highest number of waterbirds in 2009 was 
October (697) — (excluding the Straw-neck invasion the 
month before), in 2010 it was August (168) and in 2011 it 
was	September	(599).	These	maxima	reflect	the	different	
water levels, although the bird maxima difference between 
2009 and 2011 is less than might have been expected from 
their water levels.

Notable in the waterbird list are White-necked Heron and 
White-faced Heron. The White-necked Herons were present 
in one of the three years only, but in substantial number. Not 
only had I never observed such an aggregation previously, 
but in over ten years observing in the south-west I had 
never seen a single White-necked Heron. Similarly, the 
White-faced Heron numbers and maximum at Rushy Swamp 
were unusual in my experience.

Rushy	Swamp	was	difficult	to	survey.	The	approaches	and	
edges	to	the	swamp	were	heavy	and	difficult	to	cross,	having	
been galloped over by young bulls and the distribution of 
trees in the swamp and its size prevented all the swamp 
being observed at one time. The birds seemed ‘nervous’ 
compared with more permanent waters I have surveyed, 
so human presence towards one end of the swamp end 
caused	many	birds	to	fly	to	the	more	distant	end,	making	
full surveys impossible, particularly given the distribution 
of trees and shrubs. Consequently, all the 2009 and 2011 
surveys were partial only.

The surrounds of Rushy Swamp are much grazed for cattle, 
with most trees and much scrub removed. Consequently, 
the bushbird species numbers were relatively poor. Bushbird 
species (37 in total) observed in the survey years in the 
immediate environs of the swamp were:

My thanks to Mr Gibbings for allowing me to tramp over 
his land and wade in his waters, to Mr N.Bell who allowed 
alternative access to the swamp across his property and 
showed the way through the electric fence and to Anne, my 
recorder.

Bruce Buchanan

Stubble Quail
Laughing Dove
Common Bronzewing
Crested Pigeon
Whistling Kite
Little Eagle
Wedge-tailed Eagle
Nankeen Kestrel
Galah
Western Rosella
Australian Ringneck
Red-capped Parrot
Elegant Parrot
Horsfield’s	Bronze-Cuckoo
Laughing Kookaburra
Weebill
Splendid Fairy-wren
Blue-breasted Fairy-wren
Western Gerygone

Yellow-rumped Thornbill
Inland Thornbill
White-fronted Chat
Western Wattlebird
Black-faced Cuckoo-Shrike
Golden Whistler
Black-faced Woodswallow
Grey Butcherbird
Australian Magpie
Grey Fantail
Willie Wagtail
Australian Raven
Magpie-lark
Brown Songlark
Silvereye
Welcome Swallow
Tree Martin
Australasian Pipit
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ARCACHON BASIN

Ted and I recently joined an afternoon boat tour on this 
stretch of water on the west coast of France. Hearing of 

oyster	farming,	flat	bottomed	
boats and traditional houses 
on stilts, etc, was interesting. 
Then came the list of rich and 
famous (few of whom we’d 
heard of surprisingly, or cared 
about) and our eyes rapidly 
glazed over.

We did have our binoculars, 
however, and bored witless, 
raised them to check some 
strange little lumps on the bow 
of a small boat. Instantly, the 
tour took on a dimension of 
joy, for there, bobbing on the 

anchored	vessel,	was	a	flock	of	Ruddy	Turnstones.	A	strange	
sight for us.

Stella Stewart-Wynne

HERDSMAN LAKE BANDING GROUP/
ABBBS BIRD BANDING WORKSHOP, 
1-3 JUNE

Introduction
An ABBBS endorsed Bird Banding workshop was hosted by 
the Herdsman Lake Banding Group (HLBG) over the three 
day period spanning 1 – 3 June 2012.

Input into the development of the workshop content was 
provided by Alan Lieshman (ABBBS Regional Organiser New 
South Wales), Mark Clayton (ABBBS Regional Organiser 
Canberra), David Paton (ABBBS Regional Organiser South 
Australia) and Bill Rutherford (ABBBS Regional Organiser 
Western Australia).

The banding team responsible for the delivery of the 
workshop included Bill Rutherford (Senior Bander), Euro 
Gerbaz (Administrator), Erin Biggs (C Class Bander), Mark 
Blythman (A Class Bander) and Jamie Sansom (A Class 
Bander).

Nineteen people attended the workshop which covered 
a	diverse	range	of	activities	and	learning	topics.	Specific	
learning activities and group discussions included:

•	 owl catching activities
•	 general passerine netting and banding
•	 clap netting of waterfowl
•	 bow trapping activities
•	 group discussions on the ethics of bird banding and its 

future
•	 a	scientific	strategy	for	bird	banding
•	 the moult strategies of passerines in south west WA
•	 fat scoring
•	 wing formulae recording
•	 raptor catching techniques
•	 mist net furling techniques.

In total 228 birds of 19 species were processed over the two 
and a half days. The range of species was fairly typical for 
Herdsman in that it included, amongst the usual passerines 
species, a few waterfowl species and a raptor. Predictably, 
the majority of the birds processed were Silvereyes, 
but	Eurasian	Coots	were	also	significant.	A	Horsfield’s	
Bronze-Cuckoo also contributed to the workshop total, 
maintaining the species’ unprecedented run of records in 
the HLBG recording area this banding year. A single Collared 
Sparrowhawk was also banded.

Activity summary by day
Friday afternoon 1 June. Start time 1430

A total of 8, mainly 18 metre nets were deployed on the 
Mound site. Six nets of various lengths were deployed in the 
Grove netting area and a single net was deployed in the Car 
Park mist netting area.

The Mound and Car Park net sites were furled at 
approximately 1730, but the Grove nets were operated into 
the night for owl catching purposes.

The ‘ducknet’ was also deployed towards the end of the 
afternoon in its usual site spanning the drain adjacent to 
Settler’s Cottage. This net like the Grove nets was also 
operated well into the evening.

Much	of	the	first	afternoon	was	spent	organising	the	banding	
table and sorting through the hand outs for the workshop 
and other administrative activities.

At around 2000 the banding team treated itself to various 
pizzas from a local Italian restaurant.

Saturday 2 June. Start time 0600

Nets were unfurled by 0615 and the Reed Bed nets were 
deployed. A reasonably busy morning slowed down by 1200 
when	the	first	of	the	group	discussions	were	held;	whilst	
learning activities were being held the nets were maintained 
by a skeleton crew made up from the Herdsman Banding 
Group.

The Mound and Car Park nets were furled in the early 
afternoon and preparations began for a clap netting session 
at one of the waterfowl catching areas to the south of the 

Settler’s Cottage site.

Mist netting activities were 
maintained through the 
afternoon in the Grove catching 
area, as was the duck net and 
the ‘car park 30’ was opened 
again.

Jonny Shoenjahn provided 
a highly informative training 
session on raptor catching during 
the early afternoon, which for 
many was one of the highlights 
of the workshop.

The planned waterfowl catch was 
taken in the mid-afternoon. Owl 
netting activities continued into 
the night using the Grove nets.

Sunday 3 June. Start time 
0630

Windy conditions prevented the 
Mound nets being opened. The 

Ruddy Turnstones, 
Arcachon Basin. 
Photo by Stella 
Stewart-Wynne

1st year Little Pied 
Cormorant (above) 
and 1st year Black 
Swan below. 
Photos by Jennie 
Stock



Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 143 September 2012 Page 19

Members’ contributions, ctd

Grove, Reed Bed and Car Park net sites were run during the 
morning, with three additional nets being deployed in the 
Car Park netting area.
All	nets	were	closed	by	1400	and	workshop	officially	finished	
at around 1600.
No banding related fatalities occurred during the workshop 
although one unfortunate Silvereye hit a stationary car 
window whilst parked in the Settler’s Cottage car park. This 
incident	did	prove	to	have	some	benefit	as	the	bird,	having	a	
fat score of 3, was used for demonstration purposes during 
group learning activities covering the recording of fat scores.

Catch analysis
The weekend chosen for the workshop was aimed to 
coincide with peak catching season at Herdsman. The low 
air temperatures during the autumn and winter seasons 
also allow more leeway with regards to processing birds and 
general banding activities.

There were no big surprises in the catch assemblage of the 
workshop and it correlated quite closely with what should 
have been caught at that time of year. Perhaps the only 
anomaly was the paucity of Striated Pardalotes, with just a 
single retrap processed during the entire workshop.

Silvereyes accounted for approximately 57% of the 
entire	workshop	catch.	This	figure	is	slightly	lower	than	
what normally would be expected at this time of year at 
Herdsman.	The	reason	for	this	lower	figure	is	undoubtedly	
the large number of Eurasian Coots also banded during the 
workshop.

A key learning topic for the workshop was the ageing of 
birds using moult limits, primarily in the wing coverts, 

secondaries, primaries and tail feathers. Additional to this 
learning topic was the shape of tail feathers as an indicator 
of age.

The Herdsman group has been using tail feather shape 
as	a	way	of	determining	first	year	Silvereyes	from	older	
birds	for	over	five	years	and	retrap	data	substantiates	
this methodology. This feature is also described in Vol 6 of 
HANZAB. However, this feature does not allow for the ageing 
of	all	Silvereyes	processed	and	a	significant	number	of	birds	
are still aged 1+, particularly in the autumn and winter 
months. Recent deliberations with colleagues from the South 
African banding scheme (SAFRING) have highlighted that 
moult limits within the secondaries are also a reliable feature 
for separating 1st year Zosterops species from 2nd year and 
older birds. This knowledge has been applied to Silvereyes at 
Herdsman and, based on retrap data, has been found to be a 
reliable feature.

Moult limits within the greater coverts of Silvereyes are 
currently	being	investigated	and	again	the	initial	findings	do	
support the statements in HANZAB Vol 6 that moult limits 
do exist and can be used to help age this species. The moult 
limit within the greater coverts can be detected as a ‘step up’ 
in the length of the newer moulted greater coverts. However, 
a cautionary point to remember is the fact the 9th greater 
covert, whatever the age, is always shorter than the other 8 
greater coverts.

This moult limit feature within the greater coverts has been 
noted in other passerine species at Herdsman, including the 
Western Gerygone.

The photos on page 2 demonstrate the feature well.

Banding workshop totals Year to date totals for species 
processed during the workshop

New birds Re-traps Total New birds Re-traps Total
Black Swan 1 1 3 3
Australian Wood Duck 3 3 9 1 10
Pacific	Black	Duck 11 4 15 22 6 28
Little Pied Cormorant 1 1 2 2
Collared Sparrowhawk 1 1 2 2
Eurasian Coot 33 33 33 33
Horsfield’s	Bronze-Cuckoo 1 1 8 8
Western Gerygone 8 3 11 82 22 104
Yellow-rumped Thornbill 1 1 9 10 19
Striated Pardalote 1 1 44 15 59
Singing Honeyeater 6 2 8 31 12 43
Red Wattlebird 1 1 8 2 10
Brown Honeyeater 2 5 7 67 30 97
New Holland Honeyeater 4 1 5 20 9 29
Rufous Whistler 1 1 19 23 42
Australian Magpie 2 2 5 1 6
Grey Fantail 1 1 2 12 3 15
Willie Wagtail 1 1 33 6 39
Australian Reed-Warbler 2 2 42 5 47
Silvereye 90 41 131 691 260 951
Total 173 55 228

Herdsman Lake banding workshop totals, 1 – 3 June 2012
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Eurasian Coot

The ageing of Eurasian Coots is always problematic towards 
the	end	of	their	first	year	of	life.	Immature	birds	are	
recognisable by a number of features, including:

•	 narrow frontal shields with a ‘washed out’ colouration
•	 grey, as opposed to black, belly feathers
•	 a worn 9th primary.

Despite	these	seemingly	obvious	features	a	significant	
number of ‘Euro Coots’ were still aged 1+ by the group.

The data set held by Herdsman Lake Banding Group for 
this particular subspecies is one of the most extensive in 
Australia. Due to the group’s practice of using the maximum 
cord methodology for wing measurements a clear bimodal 
distribution is developing in the data set for this species, 
with the distribution of wing lengths following that found in 
the European sub species Fulica atra atra. Of note, though, is 
the fact that the australis	subspecies	is	significantly	smaller	
than the atra birds	of	Europe	and	also	exhibits	significant	
differences in bare part colouration.

Maximum chord methodology learning 
topic
An interesting exercise relating to wing length comparisons 
of two same-day recaptures was also carried out during the 
workshop. Two different ‘A class’ banders checked the initial 
wing lengths of a Silvereye and Western Gerygone that had 
been banded by trainee banders. Both birds were caught 
and processed again during the Saturday morning, again 
by different ‘A class’ banders from the Herdsman Group. On 
both occasions when the wing lengths were rechecked the 
same maximum chord wing length was obtained.

This exercise demonstrates the repeatability of this wing 
length methodology. Granted, the methodology takes time 
to learn, but once the technique has been perfected it is an 
invaluable tool for bird banding practices and every effort 
should be taken by banders to learn this methodology.

The need to harmonise wing length methodologies was 
discussed during the workshop group discussion on 
demographics and the ability of banding operations to 
detect age structures and sex ratios. Jon Coleman’s (RO 
Queensland) recent paper (Coleman et al. 2009) on 
determining the sex of Brown Honeyeaters by wing length as 
opposed to head bill measurements was cited as an example 
of wing lengths being a superior method of determining the 
sex of this species.

Summary
Feedback from the workshop has been positive and a 
number of banders have requested that workshops such as 
this be held on a regular basis. The Herdsman group will 
certainly run another workshop in June 2013. Spring 2012 
has also been ‘ear-marked’ as a possible time for another 
workshop sooner than winter 2013. Currently, Bill Rutherford 
is exploring the possibility of organising a workshop in the 
Albany area or the Great Western Woodlands during October 
or November 2012.

The Herdsman Banding Group and the ABBBS WA 
Coordinator would like to thank everyone who had an input 
into the June 2012 banding workshop, with a special thanks 
to Euro Gerbaz, Erin Biggs, Mark Blythman and Jamie 
Sansom whose hard work made much of this possible.

Reference

Coleman, J. T., Macdonald, S. H., and Smith, H. J. (2009). 
Analysis of biometric variation in Brown Honeyeater 
Lichmera indistincta in southeast Queensland. Sunbird 
39, 39-48.

Bill Rutherford

AUSTRALIAN PAINTED SNIPE AT 
ROCKINGHAM

On Wednesday 25 July 2012 I found a female Australian 
Painted Snipe, Rostratula australis near Rockingham. It was 
at a fresh water lake in Rotary Park along the Esplanade, 
opposite the boat ramp.

At the lake the sedges were approximately one metre tall 
and reasonably sparse around the shallow edges. The lake 
was only small, approximately 500 metres by 300 metres 
with the middle quite deep and some of the edge areas are 
also deep but one end shallows out at about 20 metres wide 
by 60 metres long. It is only shallow at one side. Almost 
all of the other edges are deeper from what I could see. At 
the shallow end it seems to be about 300 mm deep then 
the rushes follow the edge, fairly sparse but then thicker in 
some places, sometimes having a mat base. The rushes do 
surround the whole lake but I would say it is only habitable 
for the snipe at the shallower end.

I arrived at 9:30 am. As I walked through the shallow fresh 
water	among	the	club	rush	and	green	slime	the	bird	flushed	
up	and	flew	about	20	metres	away	where	it	stayed	for	
about 3 hours. It did shift from time to time, just a short 
distance. When it moved, it moved very stealthily, like the 
slow movements of a bittern. When the bird settled after 
being	flushed	it	was	extremely	difficult	to	see,	until	viewed	
through my camera’s telephoto lens. There was no feeding 
and it mostly just stayed almost frozen for all that time. It 
did settle down to a crouch position for some time and it 
stretched its wings only a couple of times.

Quite a few times, some Dusky Moorhens and juvenile Black-
winged Stilts were as close as 30 cm away but it did not 

Australian Painted Snipe, Rockingham. Photo by 
Laurie Boyle
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move at all. The bird stayed there for 3 hours and I left it as 
I found it at 12:30 pm. I took some photographs with a 600 
mm lens from about 12 to 20 metres away.

It is possible this same bird was seen the next day (26 July 
2012) at Alfred Cove near the Osprey towers.

Some recent sightings of Australian Painted Snipe in the 
Perth area are:

•	 18 and 19 May 2002, one female at Herdsman Lake, 
Glendalough parklands

•	 25 November 2010 to 5 December 2010, one bird at 
Kogolup Lake

•	 27 December 2011, one bird sighted at Perth Airport.

Laurie Boyle 

TAME LAUGHING KOOKABURRA IN 
AUGUSTA

One lunch time at the end of July, Helena and I were sitting 
in our Augusta garden with lunch plates on our laps when 
a	kookaburra	flew	onto	the	fence	some	four	metres	away.	
Helena threw a small piece of cheese on the ground near 
our	feet	and	the	bird	flew	down	to	investigate.	Not	liking	
the	offering,	it	was	only	‘mousetrap’,	it	suddenly	flew	up	
and grabbed a sandwich from her plate and retreated to the 
fence, where it dropped most of it and 
tried to beat the crust to death. Later in 
the day, I was gardening and stood up to 
find	the	bird	about	a	metre	away	on	the	
fence top. I stretched out my hand and 
it leaned forward to be fed, so I got a 
worm-sized piece of ham rind, returned 
to the fence and hand fed it. Helena 
wanted to see this so I repeated the 
procedure and was halfway to the fence 
when	the	kookaburra	flew	to	me,	almost	
hovered to take the food from my hand 
and dropped to the ground at my feet to 
eat it.

We have a family of Laughing 
Kookaburras whose range includes the 
bush behind our block and they are 
frequent visitors, using the fence as a 
hunting perch, but have never been as 
tame,	usually	flying	off	when	we	leave	
the back door. I can only assume that 
this particular bird had been tamed 
or hand reared and was transient, as 
we have not seen it since and it may 
have been ‘moved on’ by the local 
group. I have been asking around but 
no one seems to know about it. I do 
not encourage the taming of wild birds 
to this extent, and a kookaburra is 
a potential danger to a child (I wear 
glasses).

Roger Crabtree

AQUINAS STUDENTS ExCEL IN 
YOUNG HERITAGE AWARDS

Aquinas College Year 7 student Samuel Fitzgerald was 
awarded the prestigious 2012 Phillip Pendal Young Heritage 
Award at the opening of the annual Heritage Exhibition in 
South Perth on Thursday 21 June.

The 12 year old student received a $500 cheque from the 
Pendal family and books to the value of $100 from South 
Perth MLA John McGrath for his written and photographic 
entry, A Bird’s Life, focusing on the Eastern Osprey nesting 
and breeding program which the college is involved in at Mt 
Henry.

This is the third year the City of South Perth Historical 
Society has hosted the Phillip Pendal Young Heritage Award 
and Local Heritage Exhibition at Heritage House, Mill Point, 
opposite the Windsor Hotel.

Society president Lynn O’Hara has praised the exceptionally 
high standard of work submitted by students, saying they 
had captured the essence of what the award was striving to 
achieve for the community.

“These young people have broken new ground by 
contributing new stories, seen through their young eyes, to 
our local history,” Mrs O’Hara said.

“They have set a standard of quality for the award that is 
both encouraging and exciting.”

Sue Emmett

Left-right: Winner Samuel Fitzgerald (Year 7 Aquinas College), City 
of South Perth Historical Society President Lynn O’Hara, South 
Perth MLA John McGrath and Nicola D’Orazio (Year 5 Aquinas 
College) who received the Judges Special Mention. The photograph 
of the osprey is in the background of the image. It is part of the 
display at Heritage House.
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TRACKING CORELLAS TO IMPROVE 
CONTROL METHODS

The Little Corella Cacatua sanguinea and the Eastern Long-
billed Corella Cacatua tenuirostris are not native to southern 
Western Australia but have become established as a result of 
escapes from cages and aviaries. These introduced corellas 
pose a threat to local wildlife through:

Hollow competition — During the breeding season, 
introduced corellas use hollows that are suitable for 
a number of species of native fauna, including the 
threatened black cockatoos, and Western Ringtail Possums 
(Pseudocheirus occidentalis). The Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo 
recovery plan, forest black cockatoo recovery plan and the 
Muir’s Corella recovery plan all identify the management or 
reduction in competition with other obligate hollow nesting 
birds as key recovery actions.

Spread of disease — Introduced corella populations are 
constantly being re-stocked with new aviary escapees, 
increasing the potential to introduce avicultural diseases to 
native fauna including threatened bird species. Introduced 
corellas in metropolitan Perth have been recorded carrying 
psittacine beak and feather disease (ciroviral disease), 
aspergillosis, erysipelas, yersinosis and salmonellosis. 
Corellas regularly come into contact with other species at 
feeding, watering, roosting and nesting locations, presenting 
a risk of disease spread if not controlled.

Hybridisation — Different corella species readily hybridise 
with each other in captivity. It is likely therefore that 
introduced corellas will hybridise with the threatened Muir’s 
Corella and the other endemic Western Australian corella 
species such as Butler’s Corella Cacatua pastinator butleri.

Food competition — Introduced corellas are known 
to compete for the same food resources as threatened 
cockatoos. For example, corellas have recently been 
observed feeding on immature pine cones which have 
become an important food source for Carnaby’s Black-
Cockatoo. The destructive feeding behaviour of corellas also 
diminishes food resources that would otherwise be available 
to other native fauna.

Roost competition — Communal nocturnal roost sites 
are becoming scarce in the Perth metropolitan area and 
corellas have similar roost requirements to Carnaby’s Black-
Cockatoo.

Introduced corellas also present agricultural and social 
problems by damaging crops and infrastructure and creating 
excessive noise at roosts located close to residential areas.

Controlling corellas in Perth
In	1998,	the	first	of	seven	consecutive	annual	corella	counts	
took place. The counts that were coordinated by John Blyth 
and assisted by Birds Australia volunteers, estimated the 
population across the Perth metropolitan area. The seven 
counts indicated a steady increase in the population from an 
estimated 960 corellas in 1998 to an estimated 3000 in 2004 
(Blyth 2004).

In 2007 The Department of Environment and Conservation 
(DEC) decided to start controlling introduced corellas before 
they became too numerous and hard to manage. A small 
budget was allocated to begin the project and control started 
slowly as various methods were trialled and developed, and 

partnerships with land managers and local councils were 
formed.

DEC continues to manage the threat introduced corellas pose 
to native wildlife by controlling and restricting their spread in 
the Perth metropolitan area and some regional centres. The 
current control method attracts birds to a secure site which 
has been pre-fed with grain. Once the birds have established 
a feeding pattern, the corellas are trapped under a net and 
euthanised on site. Corellas are euthanised in accordance 
with the nationally recognized standard operating procedure 
for the trapping of pest birds (BIR002).

DEC’s methods to control introduced corellas have continued 
to improve since the start of the project. To date over 4000 
introduced corellas have been controlled across the Perth 
metropolitan area, Bunbury and Busselton with close to 1960 
corellas	controlled	in	the	2011/2012	financial	year.

To better understand and manage corellas, the DEC has 
started a patagial (wing) tagging study to determine the 
seasonal movements and behaviour of the birds throughout 
Perth.

Corella movements in Perth
Information on the seasonal movements of the population in 
Perth have not been thoroughly studied, and therefore are 
not understood. Current knowledge suggests birds vacate 
and re-establish traditional night roosts throughout their 
range. Any Guildford resident will be able to tell you that for 
half of the year from around May there is a large population 
of corellas roosting in and destroying the 115 year old Sugar 
Gums in Stirling Square, with almost all of the suitable 
hollows in the area occupied by a pair of breeding corellas. 
Then around October the corellas give Guildford residents 
a break and go back to their non-breeding roosts, with 
begging youngsters at their side, to places like Lake Monger, 
Carine and Jackadder Lake.

The study aims to show this movement by applying coloured 
discs with a unique two-digit code attached to the right 
wings of corellas following the methods described by Rowley 
and Saunders (1980). The discs are colour-coded, depending 
on the site that the corellas were tagged. For example, any 
of the 100 corellas that are caught in the Guildford area 
will have a black tag with white letters attached, any birds 
caught in Carine will have a green tag, Fremantle birds will 
have a pink tag, etc (see photos p2). So if a corella sporting 
a black tag is seen, at the Wanneroo showgrounds, Perth 
airport or digging up the greens on the Collier Park Golf 
Course,	we	will	know	it,	and	probably	the	flock	that	it	is	with,	
spends the breeding period in Guildford.

Armed with this new information DEC can be more effective 
and	cost	efficient	in	the	management	of	introduced	corellas.	
Sites like the South Perth foreshore regularly have four to 
five	hundred	corellas	feeding	on	the	lawns	but	control	is	not	
considered an option because it is such a public place. There 
are, however, plenty of suitable control sites around the 
Guildford area where safe trapping can take place, and if it is 
shown that the South Perth birds also use the Guildford area, 
then controlling birds in Guildford will also assist in reducing 
the South Perth population.

Members’ contributions, ctd

“... the discs are colour-coded, 
depending on the site ...”
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The movement study is also hoped to encourage a more 
cooperative approach to introduced corella control across 
Perth which involves DEC, DAFWA, local councils, Perth 
airport and private land managers such as golf courses and 
community groups.

BirdLife members are encouraged to report any sightings 
of tagged birds to DEC with details of tag colour, date and 
location the bird was sighted. If possible, it would also be of 
assistance to the study if the 2-digit code on the tag and the 
species of corella could also be reported.

All corellas are tagged on the right wing to make it easier to 
spot	in	the	field.	A	good	method	for	finding	tagged	corellas	
is	first	to	find	a	flock	feeding	on	open	lawns.	If	you	casually	
and	slowly	approach	the	flock	on	foot	you	will	find	that	most	
of	the	time	the	flock	will	slowly	start	to	walk	away	from	you.	
This results in most of the birds facing the same direction, 
making	it	is	easy	to	scan	across	the	flock, 
seeing mostly right wings. This is best 
done with two people, one moving the 
birds forward and the other standing 
perpendicular	to	the	flock, scanning wings 
with binoculars.

DEC is already getting some interesting 
information about the corellas through 
this	tagging	study.	The	first	Little	Corella	
to be tagged for the project, (Black M5, 
caught and tagged at Guildford 21/05/12) 
was	seen	on	31/07/12	feeding	in	a	flock	
at Murdoch University, which had another 
tagged Little Corella (Pink 4B, caught and 
tagged at Fremantle 19/06/12).

However, we need your help! The more 
sightings we receive, the more successful 
the project will be. Please watch out for 
tagged corellas and report any sightings. 
Reporting forms are available on request, 
or you can report your sighting directly to Fauna@dec.
wa.gov.au.

For any information relating to the tagging study please 
contact Mark Blythman via email Mark.Blythman@dec.
wa.gov.au or phone on 9212 8723.

References and further reading

Blyth, J. (2004). Sixth and seventh corella counts. Western 
Australian Bird Notes 111, 1-4.

Rowley, I. and Saunders, D. (1980). Rigid wing-tags for 
Cockatoos. Corella 4, 1-7.

Smith, G.T. and Rowley, I.C.R. (1995). Survival of adult 
and nestling Western Long-billed Corellas, Cacatua 
pastinator, and Major Mitchell Cockatoos, C. leadbeateri, 
in the wheatbelt of Western Australia. Wildlife Research 
22, 155-62.

Standard operating procedure BIR001 Shooting of pest birds 
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/invasive/
publications/pubs/bir001-shooting-of-pest-birds.pdf

Standard operating procedure RES001 Live capture of pest 
animals used in research. http://www.environment.gov.
au/biodiversity/invasive/publications/threat-abatement-
projects/pubs/46217-operating-procedure-1.pdf

Mark Blythman

AUSTRALIAN SHELDUCK 
DUCKLINGS, COOLBELLUP

Today I had a very nice experience with a pair of nesting 
Australian Shelduck at Coolbellup. I have been keeping an 
eye	on	these	shelducks	from	my	office	window	at	the	WA	
Water Corporation site for the past few weeks and today I 
noticed that the male shelduck was constantly at the nest 
hollow and the female going back and forth in the horizontal 
hollow branch. Around 11am I noticed some “little critters” 
on the branch with the male and female.I went right up to 
the	electrified	boundary	fence	with	my	little	Nikon	“work	
camera” (unfortunately I didn’t have my DSLR and Tele) 
and I was able to take these photos of the 15 ducklings 
jumping	out	of	the	hollow.	This	is	the	first	time	in	52	years	of	
“Birding” I have witnessed this event. The male stood on the 

nesting branch keeping watch for those 
ravenous ravens while the female was on 
the ground below in the grass waiting for 
all 15 ducklings to jump out and fall the 4 
or 5 metres to the ground.

Now the big problem was how the parent 
shelducks were going to walk these 
15 ducklings to Bibra Lake about 2.5 
kilometres	“as	the	duck	flies”	to	the	east.	
They would have to cross many roads 
including North Lake Road of four lanes 
with	heavy	traffic	as	well	as	fending	
off many predators along the way. The 
parent ducks seemed to be at a loss as to 
how to get there, so I rang “Native Ark” 
in Bibra Lake who responded immediately 
and were successful in capturing all 15 
ducklings and the two parent ducks, 
taking them all to Bibra Lake where they 
were released. Diane from “Native Ark” 
rang me later to say that the shelduck 

family were all swimming happily on the lake. Now that’s 
what I call a good day at work.

John Nilson

Members’ contributions, ctd

A shelduck duckling on its 
way to earth (see also p2). 
Photo by John Nilson

Red Wattlebird

Only $1.00 each including envelope. 
Choose  with a Christmas message or 
blank!

Our website: birdlife.org.au/wa dispays 
the full range in colour.

Contact our Peregrine Houe office on 
(08) 9383 7749 or wa@birdlife.org.au to 
place your order.

Bi
rd

 c
ar

ds
 fo

r 
sa

le
!

Major Mitchell’s Cockatoo
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CLUES

Across
1. Moves quickly, erratically.
8. Northern forest where you may see Crested 

Shrike-tits.
9. People exercising dogs may do this to a 

plover’s nest.
11. Peron Peninsula project.
12. Sometimes offered to university students.
15. Striped breast or encircled leg.
16. An Emu is known to be this.
17.	 Northern	section	of	flyway	linking	Australia	

and Siberia.
20.	 Significant	omission	on	a	Twitchathon.
22. Bank of computer records.
25. Many of our waders breed in this hemisphere.
26. Fish, food source for birds and humans.
28. Initials of WA observatory.
29. Parrots have two pointing forwards, two 

pointing backwards.
30. Erectile feathers on head.

Down
1. Avian …vary according to food resources.
2. Red-legged wader which visits north-west WA.
3. Likely to be shunned by owl species.
4. Coloured substance for marking birds.
5. Comparative description of wader size.
6. May affect numbers of waders to be seen.
7. Metallic colouring of some cuckoos.
10. In the Emu family, the male will do this.
13.	 Not	the	first	time	seen,	but	nearly.
14. Heavy rain may…an outing.
15. French captain lending name to a cockatoo.
18. Genus name of Splendid Fairy-wren.
19. Muddy layer containing rich food source.
21. Species known to damage grass trees.
23. Number of forward-pointing toes of song-

birds.
24. Family of tiny, colourful males but drab 

females.
27.	 Quality	of	it	may	influence	presence	of	birds.

See page 42 for Answers

Crossword No. 12
by Pam Agar

The following WA people joined BirdLife Australia during 
the period 1 May to 31 July 2012. We look forward to 
meeting you at our excursions and general meetings.

S	Elson,	D	Griffiths,	C	Groom,	L	Howells,	M	Lawrie,	
P Lee, J Mincham, P Mincham, M Nicholas, T Powell, 
B Roodhouse, P Smith and J Stewart

New WA members

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11

12 13

14

15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24

25 26

27

28

29 30
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Notices

WA TWITCHATHON

DATES - Saturday 1st/
Sunday 2nd December 2012

— 24-hr Twitch: 5 pm Saturday 1st – 5 pm 
Sunday 2nd

— 12-hr Twitch: 5 am – 5 pm Sunday 2nd

—Armchair Twitch: 8-hr period on Sunday 2nd

The full set of rules, along with registration forms, 
will be available from the BWA office from 
Septemer, or by contacting jgraff2@hotmail.com.

Please register your team by 26th November.

For further information, contact John Graff, 
either by e-mail at 

jgraff2@hotmail.com (preferred) 
or by phone on 0424 008 179

Sunday 16 December
BAWA Christmas barbecue

The annual Christmas barbecue this year 
will be held as usual at Peregrine House, at 

about 6:00 pm, on the lawn at the rear of the 
building.

Bring your own food and drink, and chairs 
if possible.

All members welcome.

COMBINED CHARITIES’ 
CARD SHOP

Trading at the foyer, Westpac Bank 
109 St George’s Tce, Perth 
(corner of Wiliam Street)

Monday – Friday 
From 17 September – December: 

10.00 am–3.00 pm 

The Combined Charities Card Shop is looking 
for volunteers to help sell Christmas cards. 
Around 20 charities benefit from the sale 
of these cards, including BirdLife Western 
Australia.

Anyone interested in volunteering should 
contact Valerie Hemsley:

e-mail:  themsley@iinet.net.au

or on 08 9364 6573.

Darlington Arts Festival

3 and 4 November 2012

Once again we will hold a stall at this event, 
the first as BirdLife Western Australia.
Requests, therefore, are for LOTS of helpers 
and lots of bird orientated bric-a-brac, eg, 
ornaments, books, puzzles.
Please phone me on 9295 4438 if you can help 
in anyway. ‘Many hands…,’ etc.
This is a very pleasant fair for all the family 
so even if you are unable to help, have a look 
at the programmed events on the website and 
enjoy a spring day in the hills.

Stella Stewart-Wynne

Bookings for 
Congelin/Dryandra

Members are advised that the Congelin Dam 
camp site, used for Dryandra, will need to be 
booked through the Narrogin office of  the 
Department of  Environment and Conservation 
(DEC) as from 1st January 2013.
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WHEATBELT AVON BRANCH 
BIRDLIFE AUSTRALIA

LONG WEEKEND EXCURSION TO THE 
GREAT WESTERN WOODLANDS

29 September to 1 October 2012
This excursion will be led by members of the 
WABBA Committee to various locations within 
the woodlands over two days (Saturday and 
Sunday).

We will be staying at the Breakaways campsite 
which is situated about 146 km from Hyden, along 
the Norseman – Hyden Road. This is a large area, 
with a pit toilet; however, you will be required to 
bring your own water. Our first meeting will be at 
6.30 pm on Friday 28 September at the campsite. 

On the excursion days you will be expected to 
travel up to 200 km, getting to the locations, 
and back to the camp. Because of this you will 
need fuel to cover you for about 800 km for the 
weekend. The only refuelling places in the area are 
at Hyden and Norseman.

Two uncommon birds you will probably see in 
this area are Gilbert’s Whistler and the inland 
subspecies of the Western Rosella.

Please note that you will have to be self-sufficient 
in water, fuel and food, and essentials in your kit 
should also be a whistle, hat, toilet paper and 
appropriate clothing, as this area can still be cool 
during the evenings and early mornings at this 
time of the year. If you have them, a hand held 
radio, GPS unit and a lost persons action card 
would be desirable, along with your own portable 
(chemical) toilet.

The bitumen extends about 50 km from Hyden, 
so if travelling through there, you will be required 
to travel for about 100 km on a dirt road. The 
dirt is very well maintained and 2WD vehicles 
would have no problem on it; however, be mindful 
rainfall can change that situation.

If interested in attending could you please advise 
Max Howard on 9574 2102, or email avon.
hill@bigpond.com. Given that the Breakaways 
campsite has only one toilet this camp will be 
restricted to 20 people.

Tax-deductible donations, specifically for 
BirdLife Western Australia, can be made to 
BirdLife Western Australia through our office 
at Peregrine House. A tax-deductible receipt 
will be issued.

Donations will then be held in an account 
so that they can be accounted for through 
the national office each year in accordance 
with the Federal Taxation Department 
requirements.

Such donations, unless specified by the 
donor for a particular purpose, will be 
used to assist in meeting the objectives of 
the organisation. The details of this will be 
decided by the Executive Committee, guided 
by the finance policy of the branch.

Bequests can also be made specifically 
for the branch with the same process. 
Information on how to make a bequest to 
BirdLife Western Australia can be found on 
the BirdLife website.

Suzanne Mather 
Chair, BirdLife Western Australia

Notices, ctd

Donations and bequests to 
BirdLife Western Australia
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COURSES/EVENTS COMING UP

BIRD BANDING — $560 for 6 nights

(This course replaces the one cancelled 
earlier in the year due to a mouse plague.)

Arriving Sunday 16 September, departing Saturday 
22 September 2012 —- facilitated by Wally Klau — 
max 8 participants

This course is led by one of Australia’s most 
experienced and respected bird banders. If you 
are interested in birds and would like to learn more 
about how to study them, this course will show 
you how. If you are already a bander Wally will 
appreciate your help.

You will spend most of your time in the field learning 
how and where to set mist nets. You will be able 
to handle birds and experience the excitement 
of determining the species, age and sex of birds 
and will be shown the fine detail that determines 
a correct identification. You will also be shown the 
correct method of banding, weighing, measuring 
and data collection for each bird you catch. 
Importantly, you will learn about the vital role that 
banding plays in bird research.

To book your place contact Eyre Bird Observatory 
(08) 9039 3450

BIRDING WEEK AT EYRE - $560 for 6 nights

Arriving Sunday 7 October, departing Saturday 13 
October 2012 — facilitated by Keith Lightbody, a 
keen WA bird photographer — max 8 participants

Participants will stay at the historic Eyre Telegraph 
Station, built in 1897 and restored during 1977. 
During the course you will have the opportunity to 
contribute to recorded bird sightings at EBO and 
take part in twice weekly beach bird counts.

Each day of the course there will be guided 
morning and afternoon walks taking in the mallee 
woodlands, dune shrublands and the beach. 
Beginning birdwatchers will be offered assistance 
with viewing and identification. There will be lots of 
opportunities for bird photography and Keith can 

help with locations, use of camera equipment 
and technique. In the evening there will 
be a presentation using the EBO laptop 
and projector — this can include any birds 
photographed by participants during the day. 
Bird calls will be played for each bird shown 
and key identifying marks and traits will be 

discussed. During the evening help will also be 
available for those still learning how to process their 
photos.

If desired some time each day will be available 
for participants to focus on a particular local bird 
of interest. There will also be other plants and 
animals worth observing. EBO welcomes any 
photos contributed by attendees that could be 
used in their database, the Eyre Waves newsletter 
or for Western Australian Bird Notes — all photos 
will be acknowledged. Attendees will need to bring 
their own binoculars if required and/or camera 
equipment. Spare batteries and a backup device for 
memory cards recommended, plus a laptop if you 
wish to process your photos. Please note that the 
electricity supply at EBO is limited.

To book your place contact Eyre Bird Observatory 
(08) 9039 3450

FIELD TECHNIQUES IN BIRD STUDIES — 
$560 for 6 nights

Arriving Sunday 25 November – departing Saturday 
1 December 2012 — facilitated by Stephen Davies 
and Tegan Douglas

One of our longest running courses and always 
well attended. On this course you learn a variety of 
methods to study birds and be introduced to a range 
of census techniques. You will also be assisted with 
bird identification skills, encouraged to participate 
in bird banding and take part in on-going recording 
procedures at the observatory. Course limited to 8 
participants. This course is always fully booked so 
be quick.

To book your place, contact Tegan Douglas on 
(08) 9293 0882

Notices, ctd

EYRE BIRD OBSERVATORY
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Country branches
ALBANY BRANCH

June 2012

In spite of the appalling forecast, ten of us met up and 
proceeded to Millbrook Road near the Upper King Hall. 
The	weather	was	fine	but	very	cold,	and	we	had	a	good	
walk through the bush. We saw a few bushbirds and some 
interesting plants pointed out to us by Ray Garstone. We 
then drove to the Pony Club, where we found a few more 
birds before the bad weather set in. Altogether, we saw 20 
bird species, in an enjoyable morning.

Liz and Charlie Davies

July 2012

This month, despite the very cold weather and heavy 
cloud, a small group of us saw 43 bird species at Twin 
Creeks Reserve. We had beautiful views of Western Yellow 
Robins, as well as Scarlet and White-breasted Robins. The 
only raptor was a brief view of a Wedge-tailed Eagle. Red-
tailed Black-Cockatoos were busy feeding in Jarrah trees, 
particularly around the parking area, where they could be 
heard munching the seeds (see photos p2).

Liz and Charlie Davies

Future outings

Excursions will take place on Tuesday 9 October, 13 
November and 11 December as well as 22 September and 
21 October. More details about destinations, where to meet, 
etc, will be made available on E-news. You can also check 
the Albany Bird Group’s website:
http://sites.google.com/site/albanybirds/Home
Excursion leaders will be either Ray Garstone (PH: 9844 
7540), Brad Kneebone (PH: 9845 2233) or Anne Bondin 
(PH: 9844 1793). Feel free to contact any of us for further 
information.

CAPE TO CAPE BIRD GROUP

Sunday 9 September: Launch of Cape to Cape Bird 
Group of BirdLife Australia

2:00-3:00 pm Presentation in Druid’s Hall, Witchcliffe, 
followed by a bird walk in the nearby Rail Reserve. Afternoon 
tea provided. For members and the general public.

Presenters: Christine Wilder and Boyd Wykes

Saturday 6 October: Margaret River Reserve - Half-day 
excursion

Meet at 8.00 am in car park off Bussell Highway at Rotary 
Park (near Old Kate), just north of Margaret River Bridge. For 
members and the general public.

Leader: Christine Wilder

Monday 5 November: Meeting, Druid’s Hall, Witchcliffe

7:00 pm Meeting: Dr Ian Rooke will talk about the Biology of 
the Silvereye in the South-West.

Ian,	a	well-known,	long-term	resident	of	Margaret	River,	first	
came here to research Silvereye biology, particularly with 
respect to managing their damage to viticulture. The results 
were surprising and led to a number of trials based on their 
diet and anti-predator behaviour to lessen damage prior 
to the development of large-scale netting to prevent birds 
accessing the grapes. For members and the general public.

Sunday 11 November: Canebrake picnic area in The 
Rapids Conservation Park – Half-day excursion

Meet at 8.00am at Canebrake picnic area car park. From 
Osmington Road turn left into Canebrake Road. Follow 
Canebrake Road north to the picnic area on the right. For 
members and the general public.

Leader: Boyd Wykes

Saturday 1and Sunday 2 December: WA Twitchathon

The Capes Group encourages local teams to participate and 
proposes a BBQ at Ten Mile Brook Dam, 5:00 pm on the 
Sunday to conclude the event and as a Christmas break-up. 
The Twitchathon involves teams of 2 to 5 for 24 hours, 12 
hours or arm-chair (gardens). Please let Christine or Boyd 
know if you are intending to participate.

Saturday 2 and Sunday 3 February 2013:  Hooded 
Plover and wader surveys

The Capes Group will help promote these surveys which 
are	usually	held	conjointly	on	the	first	weekend	in	February,	
extended to additional days where dictated by observer 
availabilities. As well as the ongoing Hooded Plover coverage 
of the coastline between the Capes, we are looking for 
volunteers to survey waders around Hardy Inlet.

For further details on the above please contact Christine 
Wilder cwilderone@yahoo.com.au or Boyd Wykes majyx@
iinet.net.au.

Brown Honeyeater. Photo by 
Chris Tate
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Country branches, ctd

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM
Thanks to a grant from Lotterywest, the Esperance Bird 
Observers’ Group (EBOG) acquired binoculars, telescopes 
and	Esperance	bird	identification	cards	to	cater	for	a	
classroom of children. With 
the support and guidance of 
Robyn Cail, Biodiversity Project 
Officer	with	South	Coast	Natural	
Resource Management (NRM), 
EBOG members helped to expand 
an existing educational program 
devised to engage students in an 
understanding of the health of 
the waterways and wetlands in 
the region and their importance 
to the overall wellbeing of the 
flora	and	fauna	reliant	on	them.

Esperance is fortunate to have 
a number of suitable sites that 
are safe and give good access to 
the	water	and	enough	flat	areas	
for the students to carry out 
experiments. Some sites have 
dedicated walks and bird hides, 
which enables the bird group to 
engage the students in wonderful 
surroundings and give them a 
really meaningful bird experience.

The program is in three sections and each class is divided 
into three groups which rotate through each section as 
the day progresses. One section deals with the health of 
the waterway, documenting site information, vegetation 
type, litter, land use, water smell, clarity and pH. Another 
section deals with what lives in and around the water, such 
as insects, crustaceans and molluscs. As part of this, the 
students sample the water with a scoop net for macro-
invertebrates and identify them under microscopes. These 
sections are run by South Coast NRM staff. The Esperance 
Bird Observers’ Group runs the third section, based on the 
premise that a healthy waterway makes for a healthy bird 
population.

Time is always the enemy and varies from school to school. 
For example, a pre-visit can be held where much of the 
‘talking’ part of the program is done, in class, on the days 

before the site visit. 
However, that is not 
always possible and 
our	first	contact	is	
as the bus arrives 
at the lake. After an 
introduction, which 
includes information 
regarding the 
indigenous owners 
and their use of the 
land, Phytophthora 
dieback and 
safeguards including 
washing shoes in 
a methylated spirit 
bath, it is into our 
programs.

For the EBOG members that is telling the story of the Red-
necked Stint — a ‘super bird’ that spends its summers on 
the	lakes	of	Esperance	but	flies	the	equivalent	of	‘to	the	
moon and back’ to breed. This story really captures the 
imagination of the children and is a great way to begin the 

session. To add authenticity to 
the story, one of our members 
has carved a wooden stint to 
give the students the exact idea 
of the size and weight of these 
tiny birds. Then we discuss the 
endangered Hooded Plover and 
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo and 
how people can help rehabilitate 
the populations of these birds by 
their actions.

After demonstrating the use 
of binoculars and telescopes 
the students are divided into 
two groups, those who will use 
the telescopes and identify 
waterbirds and those who will 
identify bushbirds with their 
binoculars and these groups 
are alternated. A sense of 
competitiveness often develops 
as each group vies for the 

most birds ticked off their list and best of all, how many 
unexpected birds were seen at each session.

The program has presented a sharp learning curve for the 
members of the Esperance Bird Observers’ Group, who 
generally speaking have no teaching background. However, 
the beauty of the surroundings and the hands-on nature of 
the experience is so interesting to the children that discipline 
is not an issue and the students are engaged and interact 
well. After repeating the information three times in one day, 
a few senior twitchers have been sighted late in the day with 
binoculars still around their necks, sitting down with feet up 
and	satisfied	smiles,	having	a	“nice	cup	of	tea”.

Dale Johnson

All the pictures include students from Our Lady Star of the Sea 
(OLSOTS) Primary School in Esperance, and permission has been 
granted to use the attached images

Lake Monjinup birdwatching, 2011. Photo 
by South Coast NRM 

Lake Monjinup water macro-
invertebrate sampling, 2011. 
Photo by South Coast NRM

Lake Wheatfield bird survey, 2012. 
Photo by Dale Johnson
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20 May, Excursion to Logue Brook Caravan Park and 
surrounds

The	weather	was	fine	and	we	met	at	9.00	am	at	the	Logue	
Brook Café for morning tea.

The birds which were observed from the verandah of the 
café were Scarlet Robin, Inland Thornbill, Rufous Whistler, 
White-breasted Robin, Australian Ringneck and Australian 
Raven.

We then travelled around the dam which was quite low and 
stopped again at the car park above the southern end of 
the dam wall where the only bird that we observed was a 
Pacific	Black	Duck.	The	water	level	was	quite	low	and	so	the	
pickings were rather limited.

Margaret Jones

23 June, Field trip to visit the farm of Ross and 
Liz Rose at Coolup

Six	members	of	the	MBO	set	out	on	a	warm	fine	winter’s	day	
heading for our destination in Coolup. There we were joined 
by Margaret and Huxley Prickett, two very knowledgeable 
birdwatchers from Perth.

Ross talked on his conservation efforts in the farm after 
which he took seven of our group through the areas that he 
has been conserving (about 10 hectares) and planting with 
trees and shrubs to create a habitat for Red-tailed Black-
Cockatoos. He has applied for funding for nest boxes for the 
cockatoos. Everybody was impressed with Ross’s efforts and 
enthusiasm. The birds which were seen around the farm 
were:

Errol then led the way to the site of the Lake Clifton 
Thrombolites. We viewed these ancient formations from the 
boardwalk and observed the birdlife on the shore and on the 
water. The birds seen were:

Two Little Eagles circling low on the southern Estuary Drive
Australasian Grebe
Musk Duck
Pied Cormorant
Pacific	Black	Duck
Silver Gull
Australian Shelduck
Welcome Swallow

A very enjoyable and informative outing was had by all and 
we were pleased to know that we are all welcome at Ross’s 
farm at any time.

Errol Harwood

8 July, Field trip to the Hamel Wetlands Sanctuary 
located on southern outskirts of Waroona

We duly arrived at the Wetland Sanctuary and proceeded 
down the walking trail, admiring the many ‘about to burst 
into	flower’	acacias	(wattles),	the	scraggly	flowering	broom	
shrubs and the graceful trees lining the trail.

After a short walk we arrived at the information shelter, 
strategically located adjacent to the wetlands. Should we 
blame climate change or did someone forget to inform 
us that there may have been waterbirds had there been 
any water! The panels depicting the birds and frogs of the 
sanctuary were much admired.

Edith, Jean and Margaret proceeded to the old Hoffman Mill 
Site and although enjoying a ramble around the historic site 
the bird count was once again disappointing.

Another pleasing day in pursuit of birds was had by all.

Birds seen at Hamel were Straw-necked Ibis, Australian 
White Ibis, Australian Raven, Grey Fantail and Brown 
Honeyeater.

Birds seen at Hoffman Mill were White-breasted Robin, 
Splendid Fairy-wren, Laughing Kookaburra, New Holland 
Honeyeater, Australian Magpie and Yellow-rumped Thornbill.

July is one of the main months for fungi here and we saw 
a few varieties, one of which was the ‘Horse Dropping 
Fungus’. No, seriously! Pisolithus arthiza!

Errol Harwood

Red Wattlebird
Little Wattlebird
Splendid Fairy-wren
Brown Honeyeater
Crested Pigeon
Grey Fantail
Australian Ringneck
New Holland Honeyeater
Yellow-rumped Thornbill

Western Gerygone
Australian Magpie
Weebill
Silvereye
Varied Sittella 
Willy Wagtail
Red-capped Parrot
Pacific	Black	Duck

See Notices, p26.

Western Gerygone. Photo by 
Margaret Vines (BWA Digital 
Library)
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BIRD WALK, LAKE COOGEE, 
1 APRIL

It was a cool and cloudy morning at Lake Coogee on 1 April. 
There were ten participants which made a good number for a 
group. It was pleasing to see this many as there were a few 
birding events held over the weekend.

We	saw	almost	half	the	number	of	species	within	the	first	
300 metres but it was very pleasant walking around the lake. 
We saw a total of 50 species for the morning which tends 
to be an average number for this birding site. Unusually 
that included only two species of raptors. Historically, 
Lake Coogee has several species of raptor but housing 
developments close to the lake over the last few years have 
had an effect on the number of species seen.

A	large	flock	of	about	150	Carnaby’s	Black-Cockatoos	flew	
over us at one stage and it was great to see so many. We 
were all privileged to spend ten minutes watching a Southern 
Bandicoot foraging next to the path. It was oblivious to our 
presence and continued to forage as we walked past. Thank 
you to everyone who participated in the morning’s activity.

Jan Crossley

FLYNN ROAD MUNDARING SHIRE, 
5 MAY

Eight birdwatchers, both members and a visitor, met at Flynn 
Road which is in woodland about ten minutes’ drive east 
of Mundaring townsite on Great Eastern Highway. The day 
before had seen heavy rainfall across the Perth region, but 
by Saturday morning the rain had cleared and the weather 
was	becoming	fine.

We drove into the forest and parked in a lay-by some 
distance from the road junction; from there we commenced 
our walk. This site is an area of open Wandoo woodland with 
occasional boggy patches and sparse undergrowth. It is 
about a 5 km return walk to the area where 
the Crested Shrike-tit can sometimes 
be seen. As we walked towards the site, 
Yellow-plumed Honeyeater, Grey Shrike-
thrush and both Golden and Rufous 
Whistlers were seen. A little further on we 
saw	a	small	flock	of	Elegant	Parrots.	This	
was pleasing because a pair were seen 
on this track last year and it seems they 
have had a successful breeding season. 
Further	along	five	Western	Yellow	Robins	
were sighted in one area and Rufous 
Treecreepers were to be seen at times.

We came to a granite out-crop where we 
stopped for a break. Here we had good 
sightings of Dusky Woodswallows. After 
the break Charles organised us so that 
we could spread out and search the area 
where the Crested Shrike-tit is to be found. 
The woodland was rather quiet on this 
occasion, but a Tawny Frogmouth was seen 
in	flight	and	then	perched	on	a	branch	in	its	
well-known	camouflage	pose,	giving	us	an	

excellent sighting. Unfortunately, this time we were unable 
to	find	the	Crested	Shrike-tit.	At	midday	we	returned	to	our	
cars,	seeing	a	small	flock	of	Varied	Sittellas	on	the	way	and	
near our car park we had a good sighting of a pair of Scarlet 
Robins.

We drove on to a second site, also open Wandoo 
woodland, but with more undergrowth, grass trees and a 
streambed through it. We made a provisional bird count at 
this point, getting a total of 30 species. As we relaxed over 
our lunch a Restless Flycatcher, a bird with a distinctive call, 
was	heard	in	the	area;	one	had	also	been	seen	at	the	first	
site. We took a short walk around this area and found a 
further six species, including the White-naped Honeyeater. 
Splendid Fairy-wrens were heard on both legs of the walk, 
but none were seen. Our sightings for the day were 36, lower 
than previous excursions, but with less people a good total 
for the day. It was a good day’s birding in better weather 
than forecast.

Sandra West

PONY CLUB WALK, HERDSMAN’S 
LAKE, 12 MAY

Twelve members and three local visitors had a leisurely walk 
on a beautiful morning. Eight duck species were easily seen 
and	identified.	All	three	grebes	were	present;	the	Great	
Crested Grebes were juveniles. Of the six species of raptors 
seen, three were small raptors not always seen in the city 
area. Black-shouldered Kite, Nankeen Kestrel, Australian 
Hobby are resident as are the Swamp Harrier and Whistling 
Kite. A Brown Goshawk completed the raptor list.

There was no mud for waders and only the most common 
parrots were seen. The few blossoms supported the four 
common species of honeyeaters.

Banding group members were also out in the morning. They 
encouraged us to search for the Australasian Pipit that has 
not been seen here for some time, but we did not see it. 
However, we did see 59 bird species.

Claire Gerrish

BULL CREEK WETLANDS, 
19 MAY

On a glorious autumn morning 20 birders 
were led by Sue Keogh through the Bull 
Creek Wetlands where the creek enters 
the Canning River. On the river we saw 
Musk	Ducks,	Australian	Shelducks,	Pacific	
Black Ducks, White-faced Herons, an 
Australian Darter, Hoary-headed Grebes 
and many other waterbirds. As we moved 
through the thickly replanted bush areas 
Brown and New Holland Honeyeaters, Red 
Wattlebirds and Striated Pardalotes were 
calling. We crossed Leach Highway and 
into the comparative peace of the bushland 

Tawny Frogmouth, Flynn 
Road. Photo by Ian 
Wallace
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along the delightful southern section of Bull Creek. Here we 
saw doves, Black-faced Cuckoo-shrikes, Magpie-larks and 
Laughing Kookaburras. We walked back across the overpass 
to the head of the creek where Grey Fantails were seen. 
Several	Red-tailed	Black-Cockatoos	flew	over	as	well	as	Little	
and Long billed Corellas. A total of 47 species was seen. Our 
thanks to Sue for leading such an enjoyable outing.

Wendy Napier

ELLIS BROOK, 27 MAY

On 27 May, I joined the BirdLife outing to Ellis Brook 
Reserve. We saw the male Mistletoebird there (see photos 
p43)and most people were looking for Red-winged Fairy-
wrens from the lookout near the waterfall. A few of us went 
up the range to Rose Heritage Cafe for a late lunch and to 
see the Red-eared Firetails amongst the roses in the nursery.

Barry Heinrich

WELLARD WETLANDS, BALDIVIS, 
2 JUNE

Ten	enthusiastic	birders	met	at	8:30	am	on	this	fine,	cool,	
clear and still Saturday morning. It was ideal walking 
weather and the birds were very active, too. We checked the 
two main ponds and the swamp areas closer to Mundijong 
Road. Our leader, Charles Merriam, did a fantastic job of 
helping everyone to see as much as possible.

Many of the local wetland species were seen, including 
all the grebe and ibis species. The tall among us had a 
brief view of Australasian Shovelers, but in spite of valiant 
attempts to get a view from the high and slippery grassy 
banks, the vertically challenged were denied this pleasure. 
The beautiful Red-necked Avocet was a much easier sighting. 
A good selection of bush birds and several raptors (at least 
six Whistling Kites) were spotted.

The	final	tally	for	the	2½	hours	was	56	species.

Jean Woodings

DONGARA CAMPOUT, 2-4 JUNE

Thirty	people	met	on	the	first	evening	for	the	pre	campout	
briefing,	joined	later	by	another	five	from	Geraldton.

On	our	first	morning	we	went	to	Burma	Road	Reserve	which	
is recovering from a near complete burn about seven years 
ago.	Although	the	birds	were	difficult	to	get	onto	we	were	
able	to	confirm	that	the	Rufous	Fieldwren	is	still	present.	
Brown	Songlarks	provided	tricky	identification, looking 
and	acting	like	large	pipits	and	a	flock	of	about	15	Banded	
Lapwings	flew	around	an	adjacent	paddock	providing	
wonderful views. However, the bird of the heath and the 
weekend was the extraordinary numbers of Red-capped 
Robins — there must have been hundreds!

Ellendale didn’t disappoint as a very beautiful location and 
two Peregrine Falcons perched on the cliffs were ‘scoped’. 
A Brown Falcon was found on the road in and examined. 
Spiny-cheeked	Honeyeater,	Spotless	Crake,	a	very	confiding	
Clamorous Reed-warbler and White-plumed Honeyeaters 
were about the picnic area.

After lunch we went onto the Greenough River mouth 
and	sandbar	finding	a	lone	Grey-tailed	Tattler	and	Red-
capped Plover. There was no sign of the Sanderling seen 
there earlier but it wasn’t surprising with the number of 
vehicles on the sand. The three resident Eastern Ospreys 
provided	entertainment	and	one	caught	a	very	large	fish	
and struggled to get it up to a pole. We travelled back up 
the river, picking up species as we went, eventually getting 
to the point where Mike Lawry had seen the Grey Phalarope 
in March. We were home late after a very long day and 99 
species later.

The next day we went to a new location, Depot Hill, north-
east of Mingenew on the Irwin River and this area has 
beautiful riverine habitat with ancient River Red Gums. 
Diamond Dove, Zebra Finch, Fan-tailed and Pallid Cuckoos 
and Western Thornbill were seen.

It wasn’t too far from here to Coalseam Conservation Park 
and even though it was very dry we had good views of Mulga 
Parrot and Chestnut-rumped Thornbill after a bit of a look 
around. Everyone made their own way back to Dongara with 
most of us meeting at the sewerage works,	finding	Black-
fronted Dotterel, Black-winged Stilt and duck species.

On Monday we walked around the Irwin River mouth track. 
The highlights were Black-tailed Native–hen and excellent 
views of Spotted Crakes.

Thanks go to Mike, Jan and Sally from the Geraldton Group 
for their assistance prior to the campout. The total for the 
weekend was 112 and we didn’t lose one car in the convoy 
over the many kilometres travelled. Phew!

Sue Abbotts

VICTORIA DAM, 17 JUNE

A group of 12 members and visitors met in Masonmill Road, 
Carmel, at the entrance to Victoria Dam. The road to the 
dam is locked to prevent environmental damage to the dam 
catchment. It is mainly Jarrah woodland and Parrot-bush 
scrub. The weather that morning was dry but overcast, 
following a week of storms 
and heavy rain.

On the road that leads 
to the track, Western 
Spinebills were sighted. As 
we entered the woodland 
Golden Whistlers were 
heard and sighted by some 
members. The track leads 
to a platform and stair case 
and this platform gives a 
good view of Victoria Dam. 
In the middle of the dam 
a	flock	of	Hoary-headed	
Grebes was seen with 
Grey Teal and Australian 

Red-browed Finch at the 
Rose Garden, Carmel. 
Photo by Ian Wallace
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Shelducks closer to the bank. We descended the stairs to 
the road that leads to the new dam wall. On this road we all 
had good sightings of the Golden Whistler. In the reed beds 
near the new dam wall a Red-eared Firetail was seen and as 
we walked to the area of the old dam wall there were good 
sightings of a Western Rosella and Splendid Fairy-wrens 
(see photo p44). Walking on the road on the return a Grey 
Shrike-thrush was heard in the woodland.

The bird count for the day was 37, less than before, but on a 
cold and damp day.

Sandra West

TOMATO LAKE, 21 JUNE

Thirteen people had a cold but sunny walk around Tomato 
Lake (see photo p43). While waiting to start the walk an 
Australian Hobby made about eight passes across the 
flowering	Flame	Trees	filled	with	honeyeaters.	We	didn’t	see	
it catch anything and it appeared to be just enjoying the 
morning. Revegetation work has been carried 
out in the adjacent bush and the Yellow-rumped 
Thornbills were everywhere.

Four apparently pure-bred Mallards were happily 
consorting with the local wildlife. A Nankeen 
Night-Heron with juvenile was hiding in the 
bushes, on top of which were lots of Australian 
White Ibis squabbling and they appeared to be 
getting ready to nest. A total of 36 species was 
seen.

Sue Abbotts

LEN HOWARD PARK, 
MANDURAH, 
23 JUNE

Although	there	were	only	five	of	us	on	this	very	
cold morning, we saw a total of 54 species.

The highlight was a male and female Chestnut Teal in a 
little lake, making the photographers very happy. As usual, 
there were hundreds of cormorants streaming across the 
sky travelling from one body of water to another and the 
Eastern Osprey and Whistling Kites were on their respective 
nests. Common Greenshank was the only wader and Sacred 
Kingfisher,	Red-capped	Parrot,	Splendid	Fairy-wren,	Grey	
Butcherbird and the usual tern species were seen.

Sue Abbotts

POINT PERON, ROCKINGHAM, 
8 JULY

The	weather	was	fine	with	light	winds	which	meant	seabirds	
were absent. However, the 11 members present had a lovely 
walk around the Point and saw a total of 28 species here. 

Four species of raptors, including a good view of two Brown 
Goshawks	flying	together,	were	the	highlight.	The	other	
raptors seen were Eastern Osprey, Nankeen Kestrel and 
Black-shouldered Kite.

After morning tea, half of the group went onto nearby Lake 
Richmond. At least 38 species were seen with 24 species 
that were new for the day. This brought the tally to 52 
species.

Robyn Pickering

ERIC SINGLETON BIRD RESERVE, 
BAYSWATER, 14 JULY

Ten birdwatchers braved the cold start to the bird walk. The 
five	species	of	honeyeaters	were	very	vocal	and	found	in	
the	flowering	eucalypts,	alongside	many	Rainbow	Lorikeets.	
Western Wattlebirds were seen and heard. A Fan-tailed 
Cuckoo was very vocal, but was not seen.

The lake was not full and a Black-fronted 
Dotterel was seen on exposed mud. Australian 
White Ibis and a Yellow-billed Spoonbill were 
present. Several duck species were seen and 
the most numerous was Pink-eared Ducks. 
There was no evidence of them using the 
nesting barrels, but the ducks were in pairs. An 
Australasian Shoveler pair was present, as were 
Grey	Teals	and	Pacific	Black	Ducks.

A brief walk alongside the Swan River gave us 
sightings of cormorants and an Australasian 
Darter was heard. Good looks at Hoary-headed 
Grebes assisted in differentiating them from 
the Australasian Grebes. A pair of Black Swans 
swam	past	us	and	a	Crested	Tern	was	fishing	in	
front of us. Three species of raptors were noted.

Altogether 57 species were seen.

Claire Gerrish

WA MUSEUM, 25 JULY

Sixteen members took great delight in visiting the Kewdale 
Office	of	the	WA	Museum.	This	building	holds	the	collections	
of the WA Museum which are not on public display and 
also	house	the	Museum’s	scientific	staff	and	their	research	
laboratories. Ron Johnstone gave a very interesting talk on 
the Museum’s ornithological research and the collection of 
bird skins. Then John Darnell showed us some of the skins 
in the collection and then took us through the research 
laboratory where a skin was being prepared. This was a very 
interesting visit and everyone was enthralled and happy to 
have attended the excursion. Many thanks to Ron and John 
for their time and expertise.

Robyn Pickering

Fan-tailed 
Cuckoo. Photo by 
Margaret Vines 
(BWA Digital 
Library)
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The winter months May to July 2012 have resulted in 
a decrease in the numbers of birds seen around the 
observatory. However, while the numbers of Brush 
Bronzewings and Major Mitchell’s Cockatoos have 
decreased, presumably because there is less seed 
on the ground, we have seen increased numbers of 
Australian Ringnecks and Mulga Parrots (see photo 
p2). In late April and all of May, Spiny-cheeked Honeyeaters 
sang continuously from dawn to dusk, but in June and July it 
was the Red Wattlebirds that we saw and heard all day. On 
trips along the back tracks to Cocklebiddy we see and hear 
flocks	of	Yellow-throated	Miners	calling	and	flicking	through	
the mallee scrub. Mallee eucalypts are just coming out in 

flower	and	the	miners	
are attracted to the 
nectar and seeds. The 
Tempeltonia retusa 
(Cockies’ Tongues) 
and Styphelia hainesii 
(Desert styphelia) 
with its rosy coloured 
flowers	contrast	nicely	
with	the	white	flowers	
of the Hakea nitida 
(Frog Hakea) in July.

We have been 
delighted to see the 
Mulga Parrots, not only 
through the eucalypts 
and melaleuca scrub, 

and on the blue bush plains near Cocklebiddy, but 
also feeding in the grounds of the observatory. 
We recently had a family of one male and female 
with one young feeding on the ground among the 
samphire near the observatory shed. The male is 
emerald green with prominent yellow/orange/red 
markings across the forehead and belly. The female 

is much duller than the male and the juvenile was similar 
to	the	male.	We	have	also	seen	flocks	of	six	to	eight	Mulga	
Parrots on the blue bush plains near Cocklebiddy and the 
Eyre Highway.

In	contrast	to	the	Mulga	Parrots,	the	Australian	Ringnecks	fly	
rapidly near the tops of the taller mallee eucalypts, perching 
in	the	outer	branches	and	eating	flowers	and	insects.	Often	
we hear them calling through the trees without actually 
seeing them.

Following recent storms in Perth, the previously white sand 
of Kanidal Beach became strewn with huge banks of seaweed 
up to a metre high. Instead of driving the beach looking for 
shorebirds we had to take the alternative route behind the 
sand dunes along the Limestone Track. We see Emus on the 
beach occasionally, and when driving along the limestone 
in June we encountered three Emus who moved silently to 
avoid	our	vehicle	and	slowly,	deliberately	walked	in	single	file	
up the bare face of a dune about 300 metres from the sea. 
We often see their distinctive footprints in the sand together 
with large numbers of cat foot prints. The cats emerge from 
the dunes to drink from the sea then spread out comfortably 
to sleep in the sun on the leeward side of the dunes.

Observatory reports
BROOME BIRD OBSERVATORY

EYRE BIRD OBSERVATORY

When you hear the term ‘visible migration’ in 
relation to Broome you naturally think of thousands 
of shorebirds streaming north to their distant 
breeding grounds but over the last few weeks there 
have been large numbers of other birds moving 
south along the coast.

The best place to see this spectacle is at the port 
in Broome, where birds moving along the coast 
suddenly reach a point with a large stretch of water in front 
of	them	and	naturally,	they	are	not	keen	to	fly	out	over	the	
sea so large numbers all gather deciding what to do next! 

There	are	flocks	of	Brown	and	Singing	Honeyeaters	(with	the	
occasional Grey-headed, Black and Pied Honeyeaters mixed 
in) congregating in the southern-most bushes before making 
repeated forays out across the car park at the tip before 
‘chickening out’ and returning to safety. Some of them have 
even been perching on the outer-most rocks of the point, 
gazing	out	to	sea,	while	overhead	there	are	large	flocks	of	
Budgerigars and Zebra Finches whizzing round in tight circles 
debating whether they can cross the mouth of Roebuck Bay. 
Eventually they realise that they can’t really head out over 
the water and they should follow the edge of the bay to 
continue south eventually passing over the observatory on 
their way.

A few birds do, however, think they can make 
it, including the memorable sight of at least 400 
Cockatiels	in	small	flocks	heading	south	out	to	
sea, so far out that we needed a scope to work 
out that they actually were Cockatiels — and I 
thought	Puffins	were	the	‘Parrots	of	the	Sea’!	
Other larger but equally land-based birds have 
been seen to make the crossing, with a distant big, 
flappy	dot	out	to	sea	eventually	revealing	itself	

to	be	a	Spotted	Harrier	flying	low	over	the	surface	of	the	
sea. Several Brown Falcons and Australian Hobbies hardly 
hesitated	before	flying	straight	out	across	the	sea.

At the observatory we are heading out most days now with 
the Shorebird tour popular as always and trips out to see 
Yellow Chats proving 100% successful — so far! There are 
also still places left on our ‘Birds of Broome’ courses in 
September and October, where we explore all the different 
habitats that the area has to offer and rack up a very 
impressive range of birds. Please get in contact with us for 
further details.

Simon Davies 
Assistant Warden

Major Mitchell’s Cockatoos, 
Eyre. Photo by Malcolm 
and Fay Abbott
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Observatory reports, ctd
An interesting point of discussion with some of our guests 
staying at the observatory arose when we looked in detail 
at our photographs of the Major Mitchell’s Cockatoos 
taken around the bird baths here. The subspecies mollis, 
which occurs in Western Australia, has narrow pale yellow 
markings in the middle of the crest feathers. Subspecies 
leadbeateri, which occurs in Eastern Australia, has broader 
yellow markings in the crest. (Ref: Handbook of Aust & NZ 
and Antarctic Birds Vol 4 Parrots to Dollarbird ed PJ Higgins 
1999). Our pictures of some Major Mitchell’s have the 
broader yellow crest markings usually associated with the 
Eastern Australian subspecies.

In July we bumped our way along the Limestone Track to 
the 12 km marker on Kanidal Beach. From there we walked 
further along the beach about 2 km and were very surprised 
to see a group of grey birds with white heads foraging 
amongst the extensive seaweed covering the beach. As we 
approached	they	flew	off	and	we	counted	ten	of	them.	They	
were White-faced Herons.

Near the end of our time at EBO we were driving one 
morning along the sandy North Track about a kilometre from 
the observatory and were very surprised to see a Malleefowl 
cross the track. We photographed its footprints in the sand 
but	could	not	find	the	bird.	We	came	back	to	the	site	later	
but	couldn’t	find	a	nest	or	the	bird.

We feel privileged to have spent several months closely 
observing the birds of the Eyre Bird Observatory area of 
Western Australia.

Malcolm and Fay Abbott

Emus — follow me, Eyre. Photo 
by Malcolm and Fay Abbott

This code-of-conduct is designed to make BWA 
campouts pleasant, safe and enjoyable for everyone.

1.	 Please	notify	the	BWA	office	if	you	plan	to	attend	
a campout, leaving name, address, phone 
number and an emergency contact.

2.	 Family pets should not be taken on campouts.

3.	 Each person should carry the ‘Lost Procedure’ 
card. A compass or GPS is useful. Carry a 
whistle, CB radio and matches/lighter which can 
be invaluable if you are lost, or to raise an alarm.

4.	 Fill in the Attendance Record and the Medical 
Disclosure form if required.

5.	 Participants wishing to leave any activities early 
should ensure the leader is advised.

6.	 Campfires	can	only	be	used	if	permitted	at	the	
time and must be fully extinguished prior to 
leaving the camp area.

7.	 Members should ensure that their vehicle 
is in roadworthy condition and they have 

adequate food, water and fuel, and suitable 
clothing including footwear. Daily checks can be 
undertaken using the ‘POWER’ check guide, ie, 
P = petrol/diesel fuel, O = oil, W = water, E = 
electrical/battery, R = rubber/tyre pressures.

8.	 When travelling in convoy having your vehicle lights 
turned on and always keeping the vehicle behind 
you in sight, especially at turns, is good practice. If 
they stop, check if help is required and advise the 
Leader.

9.	 The environment should be left in pristine condition, 
and care should be taken not to disturb the wildlife 
or stock animals. Always leave gates as you have 
found them, ie, if they are open then leave them 
open, if closed then close them.

Note: Communication can be enhanced when 
travelling in convoy and when walking through 
bushland to call-in interesting sightings by carrying 
handheld two-way CB/UHF radios.

Revised July 2012

Coming events
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Saturday 1 September: Bickley 
Brook, Orange Grove 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am in the Hardinge 
Park public car park, Hardinge Road. 
There are a limited number of bays. 
Red-browed Finch, Red-eared Firetail, 
Southern Emu-wren and a reasonable 
range of other bushbirds have been 
recorded on previous excursions to the 
area.

Participants may wish to take 
advantage of the free gas barbecues 
that are provided (from 8:00 am to 
sunset) at the conclusion of the walk.

For members and the general public.

Leaders: John and Ruth Luyer

Sunday 9 September: Julimar State 
Forest, Toodyay 
Full-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am at the corner of 
Julimar and Heine Roads. Follow Great 
Northern Highway past Bullsbrook and 
turn right into Wandena Road. Turn 
right into Muchea East Road and follow 
this as it becomes Chittering Road. Turn 
right into Julimar Road and left into 
Heine Road. The reserve has a very 
large area of Wandoo which should 
provide a good variety of bushbirds.

For members and guests only.

NOTE: IT SEEMS LIKELY THERE WILL 
BE A CHANGE IN LOCATION FOR 
THIS ExCURSION DUE TO ACCESS 
PROBLEMS. PLEASE CONTACT ROBYN 
PICKERING IF YOU WISH TO ATTEND, 
FOR UPDATED DETAILS (Phone 0487 
999 066 or email pickyang@smartchat.
net.au).

Leader:  John Masters

Thursday 13 September: Alan 
Anderson Park, Walliston 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am at the car park 
near Alan Anderson Park between 
Lawnbrook and Pomeroy Roads, 
Walliston. It is easily accessed from 
Welshpool Road. This is a two-hour 
walk on fairly level terrain, covering 

34 ha. Sixty-four species of birds have 
been counted here.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Michael Hancock

Sunday 16 September: Karakamia 
Sanctuary, Chidlow 
Full-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am at the car park at the 
Visitor’s Centre. Drive east along Great 
Eastern Highway through Mundaring 
and Sawyers Valley. Turn left into Old 
Northam Road at the sign for Chidlow. 
Turn left into Northcoate Road past the 
Chidlow	oval	and	then	first	right	past	
the primary school into Lilydale Road. 
Karakamia is 4.25 km down Lilydale 
Road on the left hand side. Please 
follow the instructions at the gate 
to obtain access. In order to ensure 
Karakamia’s predator free status, 
please remember to allow the gates 
to close completely behind you before 
moving on when both entering and 
exiting. The visitor centre and parking 
is located about 1 km up the gravel 
drive. Allow one hour to drive from 
Perth city.

Karakamia is owned by the Australian 
Wildlife Conservancy (AWC) and we will 
carry out some bird surveys and there 
may be rare mammals about, too.

AWC members will be joining us and a 
sausage sizzle lunch will be provided.

For members and guests only.

Leaders: Sue Abbotts, Peter White 
and Sandra West

Wednesday 19 September: 
Museum, Kewdale 
Two hours

Meet at 10:30 am at the WA Museum 
on the corner of Orrong Road and 
Kew Street. We will be taken to the 
ornithological collection, given an 
overview of the Museum’s work and 
shown skins of birds.

Numbers will be limited to 12-15 
people.	You	must	call	the	office	on	
9383 7749 to register your interest and 
receive additional details of the meeting 
place which will be emailed to you.

Members and guests only.

Leaders: Ron Johnstone and John 
Darnell

Saturday 22 September: Lake 
Leschenaultia, Chidlow 
Full-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am at the hotel in 
Chidlow. Travel 10.5 km past 
Mundaring on Great Eastern Highway 
and turn left into Old Northam Road 
and it is 2 km into Chidlow. It is now 
free to enter the park.

A 6 km walk on an excellent track takes 
us through Jarrah, Marri and Wandoo 
woodland where 77 species have been 
recorded.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Sue Abbotts

Sunday 23 September: Canning 
River Regional Park, Wilson 
Photogroup activity

Meet at 8:00 am at the Kent Street 
Weir car park. The park has a large 
area of bush as well as overviews of the 
Canning River. A large selection of bush 
and waterbirds can normally be found. 
As usual, a laptop will be available to 
view our results after morning tea.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Andrew Hobbs

Monday 24 September: Bold Park 
Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, 
Floreat 
Meeting: 7:30 pm

Tam Kabat will give a talk entitled 
‘Great Cockie Count’.

Saturday 29 September to Monday 
1 October: Queen’s Birthday long 
weekend campout, Mt Gibson 
Wildlife Sanctuary

This campout is in collaboration with 
the Australian Wildlife Conservancy 
(AWC) who have owned and managed 
Mt Gibson Station as a wildlife 
sanctuary since 2001. AWC have been 

Important note re campouts
Members anticipating attending campouts must notify the BirdLife WA Office (9383 7749) of the number in their party 

and when they will arrive. 
If you are unsure, put your name down as you can always cancel.

An emergency contact number should also be provided in case of accident.

New members
Please let the leaders know that you are a new member and don’t hesitate to ask for assistance with bird sightings.

Coming events, ctd



Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 143 September 2012 Page 37

controlling feral animals on the station 
and monitoring the effect on wildlife.

The turnoff to Mt Gibson Wildlife 
Sanctuary is 74 km north-east of Wubin 
along Great Northern Highway heading 
for Paynes Find. The homestead is 27 
km from the main road. Two-wheel-
drive vehicles are able to get into the 
sanctuary, but four-wheel-drives will be 
needed when moving around. Fill your 
fuel tank at Wubin. Bring warm clothes 
and sleeping gear as it gets cold inland 
at this time of year.

Accommodation: AWC has agreed to 
waive all camping fees.

There	is	a	visitors	centre	which	has	five	
single dongas with two showers/toilets 
and cooking facilities. Nearby there is 
a shearing shed with use of the visitor 
centre facilities. We will camp in this 
area but there will be no power for the 
campers.

We plan to carry out surveys in 
different vegetation types around the 
station. The birdwatching is good for 
dry land species such as Southern 
Scrub-robin, Chestnut and Chestnut-
breasted Quail-thrush, Mulga and 
Bourke Parrot, honeyeaters, Redthroat 
and Malleefowl.

Numbers will be limited so please call 
the	BirdLife	WA	office	on	9383	7749	
to put your name on the list. Bookings 
for the dongas will also be taken at the 
BLWA	office.

For members and guests only.

Leaders: John and Ruth Luyer and 
George and Pam Agar

Saturday 29 September to Monday 
1 October 
Long weekend campout, Merredin 
Full day extension excursion on 
Tuesday 2 October to Billyacatting 
Hill Nature Reserve

The campout will be based at the 
Merredin Tourist Park, Oats Street, 
Merredin which has accommodation 
facilities ranging from backpackers, 
camping and caravan sites to luxury 
self-contained villas. It is located at the 
eastern (Kalgoorlie) side of the town.

Merredin is approximately 3-3.5 hours’ 
drive from Perth along Great Eastern 
Highway. Alternatively, Merredin can be 
accessed by train. The ‘Merredin Link’ 
departs from East Perth terminal at 
1:05 pm on Friday afternoons arriving 
in Merredin at approximately 4:15 pm 
and the ‘Prospector’ travels through 
on Friday evenings departing from the 
East Perth terminal at 3:15 pm and 

arriving in Merredin at approximately 
6:30 pm. Collection from Merredin 
station can be arranged. Return trains 
depart at approximately 10:20 am on 
Tuesday and Wednesday mornings and 
arrive at the East Perth terminal at 
approximately 1:45 pm. Bookings can 
be made with TransWA (either online or 
telephone	1300	662	205).	Let	the	office	
know when booking that this is how 
you will be travelling to the campout.

A number of reserves will be visited 
during the campout and we should 
expect to see many of the wheatbelt 
species. There is a limit of 30 persons 
(telephone 9383 7749) before booking 
at the caravan park (telephone 08 9041 
1535). The following accommodation 
has	been	booked	in	advance	for	five	
nights (Friday-Tuesday) by BirdLife WA:

•	 6 caravan sites (rates dependent 
upon caravan size),

•	 2 backpackers rooms at $35/night 
for 1 person, extra person add 
$10/night, and

•	 4 x 2 bedroom cabins at $135/
night for 2 persons, extra person 
add $10/night.

Let the operators at the caravan park 
know you are part of the BirdLife 
Western Australia Branch. Any 
booked accommodation not taken up 
by the beginning of September will 
be returned to the operator for re-
allocation. Camping sites are available 
but none have been booked.

A	briefing	will	be	held	on	the	lawn	area	
behind caravan sites 59 and 60 (subject 
to availability) at 5:00 pm on the Friday 
evening. Anybody who is later than that 
can get information from the Leader 
upon arrival.

Members and guests only

Leader: Peter Sandilands

Sunday 30 September: Queens 
Park Regional Open Space, East 
Cannington 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am at the gate opposite 
261 Station Street, East Cannington, 
halfway between Welshpool Road and 
Luyer Avenue. Station Street is closed 
at many points along its length so enter 
from Welshpool Road or Luyer Avenue.
The Friends of Queens Park 
Bushland will lead us through this 
new birdwatching site. It is an area 
of natural Marri/Banksia bushland 
containing	a	modified	watercourse.	The	
Friends have recorded nearly 100 bird 
species in this area.
For members and guests only.

Leaders: Collette Bishop and the 
Friends of Queens Park Bushland

Tuesday 2 October to Sunday 7 
October: Great Western Woodlands 
campouts/tagalong surveys

The Great Western Woodlands is a 
huge (16 million hectares) region, the 
largest intact Mediterranean climate 
woodland on Earth. It stretches from 
the vermin proof fence almost to Eyre 
Bird Observatory, and includes much 
of the western, southern and eastern 
Goldfields.

We’ll be conducting bird surveys in 
small groups right across the area 
and expressions of interest are sought 
from potential group leaders as well as 
participants for the upcoming spring 
survey.	Survey	dates	are	flexible	and	
surveys will continue every season 
over the next few years, so please 
also contact Liz if you are interested 
in future surveys but are unable to 
make the upcoming dates. Potential 
survey locations cover the entire Great 
Western Woodlands, including areas 
such as Dundas Nature Reserve, Credo 
Station, Frank Hann National Park and 
the Helena-Aurora Ranges.

To register your interest, email Liz Fox 
liz.fox@birdlife.org.au or phone on 
0427 947 009 or 9287 2716.

For members and the general public.

Organiser: Liz Fox

Sunday 7 October: Bakers Hill Zoo 
Reserve, Northam Shire 
Full day excursion

Meet at 8.30 am at the corner of 
Berrybrow Road and Colongine Road, 
Bakers Hill. For people coming from 
Perth turn right onto Berrybrow Road 

Coming events, ctd

Southern Scrub-robin. Photo 
by Frank O’Connor (BWA 
Digital Library)
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Coming events, ctd
from Great Eastern Highway in the 
Bakers Hill townsite, just as you enter 
the townsite.

This is a property of 820 acres of 
bushland which has been left to the 
Perth Zoo, and they would like surveys 
carried out. Please bring any radios and 
GPS units.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Max Howard

Saturday 13 October: Bungendore 
Park, Bedfordale 
Half day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am at the car park for 
Bungendore Park on Admiral Road. 
From Albany Highway, turn right 
into Admiral Road and follow this 
to the car park on the right which 
is approximately 1 km from Albany 
Highway.

There is a good variety of bushbirds 
including some not often seen near 
Perth such as Western Yellow Robin and 
Rufous Treecreeper. Bungendore Park 
is part of the Araluen-Wungong IBA for 
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo and Baudin’s 
Black-Cockatoo.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Steve Burns

Sunday 14 October: Peregrine 
House, Floreat 
Photogroup activity

Meet at 9:00 am at BirdLife Western 
Australia	Office	in	Floreat	for	a	practical	
session on adjusting photographs using 
computer software. Members are asked 
to bring one or two photographs that 
show some promise but which need 
some adjustments in software (on card 
or	thumb	drive).	The	possible	fixes	
will be discussed by the group and 
demonstrated by those who know the 
techniques.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Maris Lauva

Friday 19 October: Little Rush Lake, 
Yangebup 
Half day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am near the playground 
on the western side of this small 
wooded lake. Little Rush Lake is part 
of the Beeliar Regional Park. Turn off 
North Lake Road into Osprey Drive, 
right into Dotterel Way, then right into 
Grassbird Loop. There is a path around 

the lake, and we should see plenty 
of waterbirds and bushbirds. Over 90 
species of birds have been seen here. 
Bring morning tea.

For members and the general public.

Leaders: John and Ruth Luyer

Sunday 21 October: Herdsman 
Lake, Stirling 
Half day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the Maurice Hamer 
car park. Turn off Pearson Street into 
Falcon Avenue, then right into Lakeside 
Road. The car park is on the left, 
opposite Heron Place. This is one of the 
waterbird refuges which never dries up 
and 140 species have been recorded 
here. Bring your telescope if you have 
one.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Claire Gerrish

Monday 22 October: Bold Park Eco 
Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat 
Meeting: 7:30 pm

Katherine Sambrooks will give a talk 
entitled, ‘Pytophthora dieback’.

Saturday 27 October: Woodman 
Point, Cockburn 
Half day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park at 
Woodman Point on Jervoise Bay. Turn 
right off Cockburn Road, into O’Kane 
Court, then left into Jervoise Bay Cove, 
and almost immediately right into 
Woodman Point Road. Drive to the end 
of the road and take the last left to the 
car park.

We will walk along the beach to 
Woodman Spit, and back along the 
other side to Cockburn Cement Jetty 
to look for waders and seabirds. After 
morning tea we will move to a nearby 
location to look for bushbirds in the 
Woodman Point Regional Park where 
there are some large old Tuart trees. 
Over 100 bird species have been 
recorded here. Bring your telescopes.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Sue Abbotts

Saturday 27 October to Sunday 18 
November: Little Bittern Blitz

We are again looking for volunteers 
to survey a rushy/reedy wetland near 
your home in the South West (Yanchep 
to Cape Arid) or Kimberley regions on a 
night of your choice between 6:30 pm 
to 7:30 pm.

For further details and to register 
contact Robyn Pickering (robyn.
pickering@birdlife.org.au) or telephone 
9312 1671.

Sunday 4 November: Collins Road, 
Brookton Highway 
Half day excursion

Meet at 9:00 am on Collins Road. Park 
on the left hand side of Collins Road 
about 1 km from Brookton Highway. 
The Collins Road turnoff is about 50 km 
from the junction of Brookton Highway 
and Canning Road, on the right hand 
side coming from Perth. We will walk 
through this area of Wandoo woodland 
where 61 species have been recorded. 
This is thought to be the closest 
breeding site to Perth of Blue-breasted 
Fairy-wren. Also this area has an 
abundance of Rufous Treecreepers and 
frequently seen birds include Crested 
Shrike-tit, Restless Flycatcher and 
Western Yellow Robin.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Michael Brooker

Saturday 10 November: Star 
Swamp, North Beach, Stirling 
Photogroup activity

Meet at 8:00 am in the car park at the 
end of Mary Street, Waterman. To get 
there, turn off West Coast Highway at 
Mary Street and drive to the car park. 
Alternatively, from Marmion Avenue, 
turn left into Beach Road, left into Ethel 
Street and then left into Mary Street.

Steps to Recovery

This DVD on the Carnaby’s 
Black-Cockatoo Recovery Project 
is available from the BirdLife 
Western Australia Floreat office.

Cost: $10.00 + postage
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Species that may be found here include 
Variegated Fairy-wren, White-winged 
Fairy-wren, Southern Boobook and 
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo. Star Swamp 
is part of the Northern Swan Coastal 
Plain IBA for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo 
and has Tuart and Banksia woodland 
and heath. A variety of raptors and 
bushbirds can be seen. Over 70 species 
of birds have been recorded here.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Andrew Hobbs

Sunday 11 November: Forrestdale 
Lake 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am at Moore Street car 
park. From Perth, drive south down 
the Freeway, turning left into Armadale 
Road. Continue on across Nicholson 
Road, then just over 1 km along turn 
right into Weld Street, then second left 
into Loftus Street, and then right into 
Moore Street.

There should be plenty of waterbirds, 
bushbirds and possibly some raptors. 
Over 110 bird species have been 
recorded	here.	The	wildflowers	should	
be good too.

Bring morning tea, telescopes if you 
have them and rubber boots, as it will 
be muddy.

For members and guests only.

Leader: David James

Thursday 15 November: Lake 
Claremont, Swanbourne 
Half day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am at the northern end of 
Stirling Road, Claremont. We will look 
for waterbirds and bushbirds around 
this pleasant suburban lake.

For members and the general public.

Leader: David Free

Sunday 18 November: Beermullah 
Lake, Gingin 
Full day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am at the Beermullah 
Road West turnoff, approximately 13 
km north of the Dewar Road turnoff 
into Gingin. This is the northern entry 
to Gingin from Brand Highway. The 
turnoff is just past the Bootine Road 
turnoff.

If anyone is late, the turnoff to the 
farm where Beermullah Lake is located 
is 48.2 km up Brand Highway from the 

turnoff at Great Northern Highway. 
This farm has a site location of 4791, 
which is on a small sign at the top of 
the driveway. Approximately 300 m 
prior to getting to the turnoff there is a 
large farm sign on the left which reads 
“Cromarty Park”.

Bring lunch and drinks as there are no 
facilities at the lake. Tracks around the 
lake are sound and should be suitable 
to all types of vehicle. Freckled Ducks 
have been seen here in the past and 
there is usually a good selection of 
waterbirds.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Max Howard

Saturday 24 November: Alfred 
Cove, Melville 
Half day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park in Troy 
Park next to the Oval, off Burke Drive, 
Attadale. There should be migratory 
waders and waterbirds around the river, 
and there are always bushbirds in the 
park. Over 130 bird species have been 
recorded here. Bring your telescope if 
you have one.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Clive Napier

Monday 26 November: Bold Park 
Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, 
Floreat 
Meeting: 7:30 pm

Maris Lauva will give a talk entitled, ‘A 
quick trip around the NW of USA’.

Saturday 1 to Sunday 2 December: 
Twitchathon

For further details see Notices p25 in 
this edition of Western Australian Bird 
Notes.

Sunday 2 December: Big Carine 
Lake, Carine 
Half day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park off 
Beach Road, Carine. Big Carine Lake 
is part of the Northern Swan Coastal 
Plain IBA for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo. 
Over 90 species have been recorded 
at this lake, including the three ibis, 
Buff-banded Rail, several species of 
duck and various raptors. Bring your 
telescope if you have one.

For members and guests only.
Leader: Peter White

Thursday 6 December: Clarkson 
Reserve, Maylands 
Half day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park on 
the east side of the tennis courts off 
Clarkson Road. Travelling away from 
the city on Guildford Road, turn right 
into Peninsula Road and follow this until 
you reach a T-junction with Clarkson 
Road. Turn left at the T-junction and 
travel about 200 m along Clarkson 
Road towards the tennis courts, and 
turn right to reach the parking area. 
Buff-banded Rails have been seen here 
and it should be quite a pleasant walk 
along the river.
For members and the general public.

Leader: John Graff

Saturday 8 December: Penguin 
Island, Rockingham 
Photo group activity

Meet at Mersey Point Jetty, off Arcadia 
Drive, Shoalwater at 8:45 am for 
Penguin Island. The ferries travel 
hourly between 9:00 am and 4:00 pm 
and cost $12 return. We will catch the 
9:00 am ferry.

The group will walk to the various 
places of interest on the island and, 
if they wish, can attend the penguin 
feeding in the DEC facility housing 
injured or orphaned penguins. Bridled 
Tern, Little Penguin and Buff-banded 
Rail are often seen here and it is a 
haven for nesting sea birds.

There is a nice picnic area on the island 
but no shop so please bring all food 
and drink requirements. Also there are 
nice beaches and it is a good swimming 
area.
For members and guests only.

Leader: Maris Lauva

Sunday 9 December: Thomson’s 
Lake, Cockburn 
Half day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park on 
Russell Road. From Kwinana Freeway 
turn west into Russell Road, continue 
approximately 3 km to the car park 
on the right. If you reach Pearse Road 
you have gone too far. There is a good 
variety of bushbirds, waterbirds and 
perhaps a few waders. Over 120 bird 
species have been recorded here. Bring 
your telescope (if you have one) and 
rubber boots or old sneakers as it will 
be muddy.

Coming events, ctd
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Western Australian Bird Notes

Subscription form
Are you joining BirdLife Australia for the first time, or renewing your mem-
bership?
Do you wish to receive Western Australian Bird Notes?
If so, please complete the section below and send the appropriate fee to the 
national office with your membership application.

Title                    First name

Last name

Address

                                                           Postcode

Phone (h)                                                (w)

Email

WABN subscription rates per annum
(please cross out whichever is inapplicable)

 WA and Interstate Members $15.00
 Overseas Members $25.00

Note: WABN subscription is only available with a BirdLife Australia 
membership. For membership rates, contact BirdLife Australia.

Payment details
I enclose a cheque/money order payable to ‘BirdLife Australia’
OR

Debit my   Mastercard  o                         Visa o

___ ___ ___ ___    ___ ___ ___ ___    ___ ___ ___ ___     ___ ___ ___ ___

......../.........                        ....................................................................
Expiry date                               Cardholder’s name (please print)

.......................................................................
Signature of Cardholder

Post to: BirdLife Australia Membership
 60 Leicester St, Carlton VIC 3053
2/2012

For members and guests only.

Leader: Robyn Pickering

Sunday 16 December: Bibra Lake, Cockburn 
Half day excursion

Meet	at	7:00	am	in	the	first	car	park	at	the	northern	end	
of the lake off Progress Drive. Bibra Lake is a part of the 
Beeliar Wetlands chain and a large number of bushbirds 
and waterbirds can be seen here. Over 130 bird species 
have been recorded in this reserve. Bring water, hats, 
suitable footwear, etc.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Wynton Maddeford

Sunday 16 December: BAWA Christmas barbecue

The annual Christmas barbecue this year will be held 
as usual, at Peregrine House, at about 6:00 pm, on the 
lawn at the rear of the building. Bring your own food and 
drink, and chairs if possible.

All members welcome.

Sunday 30 December: Canning River Regional Park, 
Wilson 
Half day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am at the Kent Street Weir car park. The 
walk follows a 5 km circuit along the Canning River, 
viewing a large selection of bush and waterbirds, 
hopefully with sightings of the elusive Spotless Crake. 
Over 110 species have been recorded in this area.

For members and guests only.

Leaders: George and Pam Agar

Coming events, ctd

Bridled Tern. Photo by Frank O’Connor 
(BWA Digital Library)
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Advertising Rates

1/4 page:  $35.00
1/2 page:  $55.00

Full page:  $100.00

• Atlas — surveys for this are continuing — contact 
Cheryl Gole Tel 9293 4958, e-mail cgole@westnet.
com.au

• Monthly meeting speakers — contact Wayne 
Merritt Tel 9405 4774, mob 0411 591 547

• Excursion leaders — contact Sue Abbotts Tel 9444 
1607, e-mail suechat@bigpond.net.au 

• Office volunteer — contact Beryl Walker Tel 9397 
6887, e-mail bemwalk@hotmail.com

• Card sales — contact Beryl Walker Tel 9397 6887, 
e-mail bemwalk@hotmail.com

•	 DVD Steps to Recovery – marketing and 
promotion of this new resource — contact Lorraine 
Marshall e-mail markmars@iinet.net.au

• Conservation and Research Committee – 
Chair of this committee essential to the advocacy 
role of the organisation — contact Sue Mather 
suzannemather@bigpond.com

• Combined Charities Card Shop – contact Valerie 
Hemsley Tel 9364 6573 e-mail themsley@iinet.net.
au

Opportunities for 
Volunteers

ACROSS

1 darts; 8 Julimar; 9 endanger; 11 Eden; 12 scholarships; 
15 banded; 16 curious; 17 Asian; 20 dip; 22 database; 25 
northern; 26 mullet; 28 BBO; 29 toes; 30. crest

DOWN

1 diets; 2 Redshank; 3 sun; 4 dye; 5 dumpier; 6 tides; 7 
bronze; 10 guard; 13 second; 14 curtail; 15 Baudin; 18 
Malurus; 19 benthic; 21 parrot; 23 three; 24 wren; 27 air

Crossword No. 12, 
answers

Calendar of events
Sat 1 Sep: Bickley Brook, Orange Grove, Half-day 

excursion
Sun 9 Sep: Julimar State Forest, Toodyay, Full-day 

excursion – there may be a change in location
Thu 13 Sep: Alan Anderson Park, Walliston, Half-day 

excursion
Sun 16 Sep: Karakamia Sanctuary, Chidlow, Full-day 

excursion
Wed 19 Sep: Museum, Kewdale, Two hours
Sat 22 Sep: Lake Leschenaultia, Chidlow, Full-day 

excursion
Sun 23 Sep: Canning River Regional Park, Wilson, 

Photogroup activity
Mon 24 Sep: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, 

Floreat, Meeting: 7:30 pm
Sat 29 Sep to Mon 1 Oct: Queen’s Birthday long 

weekend campout, Mt Gibson Wildlife Sanctuary
Sat 29 Sep to Mon 1 Oct: Long weekend campout, 

Merredin 
Full day extension excursion on Tue 2 Oct to 
Billyacatting Hill Nature Reserve

Sun 30 Sep: Queens Park Regional Open Space, East 
Cannington, Half-day excursion

Tue 2 Oct to Sun 7 Oct: Great Western Woodlands 
campouts/tagalong surveys

Sun 7 Oct: Bakers Hill Zoo Reserve, Northam Shire, Full 
day excursion

Sat 13 Oct: Bungendore Park, Bedfordale, Half day 
excursion

Sun 14 Oct: Peregrine House, Floreat, Photogroup activity
Friday 19 Oct: Little Rush Lake, Yangebup, Half day 

excursion
Sun 21 Oct: Herdsman Lake, Stirling, Half day excursion
Mon 22 Oct: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, 

Floreat, Meeting: 7:30 pm
Sat 27 Oct: Woodman Point, Cockburn, Half day excursion
Sat 27 Oct to Sun 18 Nov: Little Bittern Blitz
Sun 4 Nov: Collins Road, Brookton Highway, Half day 

excursion
Sat 10 Nov: Star Swamp, North Beach, Stirling, 

Photogroup activity
Sun 11 Nov: Forrestdale Lake, Half-day excursion
Thu 15 Nov: Lake Claremont, Swanbourne, Half day 

excursion
Sun 18 Nov: Beermullah Lake, Gingin, Full day excursion
Sat 24 Nov: Alfred Cove, Melville, Half day excursion
Mon 26 Nov: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, 

Floreat, Meeting: 7:30 pm
Sat 1 to Sun 2 Dec: Twitchathon
Sun 2 Dec: Big Carine Lake, Carine, Half day excursion
Thu 6 Dec: Clarkson Reserve, Maylands, Half day 

excursion
Sat 8 Dec: Penguin Island, Rockingham, Photo group 

activity
Sun 9 Dec: Thomson’s Lake, Cockburn, Half day excursion
Sun 16 Dec: Bibra Lake, Cockburn, Half day excursion
Sun 16 Dec: BAWA Christmas barbecue
Sun 30 Dec: Canning River Regional Park, Wilson, Half 

day excursion
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BirdLife	members	in	the	field

Forrestdale Lake 
Nature Reserve and 
Jandakot Regional 
Park planting days 
(see report p11). 
Photos by Vanda 
Longman and Mark 
Brundrett

A cold morning at Tomato Lake (see 
report p33). Photo by Ian Wallace

BirdLife WA Photography Group

Australasian Shovelers. Photo 
by Ian Wallace.
f/7.1, 1/400 sec, ISO-200, Focal 
length 300 mm

Carine, 24 June 2012

Australian Reed-
warbler. Photo 
by Jennie Stock.
f/6.3, 1/500 sec, 
ISO-400, Focal 
length 500 mm

Yanchep, July 2012

Southern Boobook. 
Photo by Ian Wallace.
f/6.3, 1/320 sec, ISO-
800, Focal length 300 
mm

Black-tailed Native-hen. 
Photo by Jennie Stock.
f/6.3, 1/400 sec, ISO-200, 
Focal length 500 mm

Red-eared Firetails. Photo 
by Barry Heinrich.
f/9, 1/320 sec, ISO-200, 
Focal length 280 mm

Ellis Brook, 27 May 2012

Mistletoebird. Photo 
by Barry Heinrich.
f/8, 1/250 sec, ISO-200, 
Focal length 400 mm

Red-capped Plover. 
Photo by Barry 
Heinrich.
f/13, 1/320 sec, ISO-400, 
Focal length 1000 mm

Lake Yangebup and Little Rush Lake, 
26 May 2012

Black-fronted Dotterel. 
Photo by Barry 
Heinrich.
f/13, 1/1250 sec, ISO-
400, Focal length 1000 
mm
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BIRDLIFE WA 
NAME BADGES

Elegant new name badges sporting 
the birdlife logo (see example) 
will be available for purchase by 
members at cost plus postage. Total 
price will be $9, well below normal 
cost due to our first order being in 
bulk. Please contact the Birdlife WA 
Office 9:30 to 12:30 weekdays to 
place your order.

Maris Lauva - MembershipImmature male Splendid Fairy-wren 
at Victoria Dam (see report p32). 
Photo by Ian Wallace

L-R: Black-faced Woodswallow, Grey Shrike-thrush and Crested Shrike-tit, Wearne Road, North 
Bannister, 30 June. Photos by Ian Wallace

BirdLife WA 2013 
calendar

BirdLIfe WA’s 2013 calendar is 
now for sale at Peregrine House 
and at the Monday monthly 
meetings.

Cost: $15 each 
Size: 28 A5 pages

Photographs by BirdLife WA 
members

All profits aid the BirdLife WA 
Australasian Bittern Project

With only 100 being printed – 
get yours soon!


