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Map of Yanchep Pine Plantation (see article on the Great Cocky Count, page 9).

Australian Spotted
Crake, Kogolup
Lake (see report,
page 20). Photo by
Barry Heinrich

Chestnut Teal,
Lake Monger (see
report, page 33).
Photo by Andrew
Hobbs

Australasian Bittern, Lake
Pleasant View (see report, page
16). Photo by Robyn Pickering

Sri Lankan Painted
Stork (far left) and
Blue Magpie (see
report, page 25).
Photos by Dusty
Millar

Southern Emu-wren,
Pemberton (see report,
page 30). Photo by Jennifer
Sumpton

Front cover: Our volunteers get involved in a diverse range of activities (see article, page 4).
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National Volunteer Week 2012 — a tribute to
BirdLife WA volunteers
National Volunteering Week is held annually, and this
year ran from 14 to 20 May. It is the largest celebration
of volunteers and volunteerism in Australia and provides
an opportunity to highlight the role of volunteers in our
communities and say ‘thank you’ to the more than 6.1
million Australians who volunteer.
We would therefore like to pay tribute to the hundreds
of volunteers who contribute many thousands of hours
to BirdLife WA projects and activities. BirdLife Australia,
like many not-for-profit organisations, is dependent on its
volunteers, who play an enormous role in working towards
making a difference for Australia’s birds.
The following is a brief summary of some of the ways
members contribute to the successful functioning of BirdLife
WA.

Facilities, finance and information
management
Often some of the least-recognised contributions happen
behind the scenes for things we may take for granted.
BirdLife volunteers take on the noteworthy responsibility of
running the Peregrine House office, including responding
to public queries, managing the library, finances and
accounts and providing support to the growing number of
project officers and committees. Volunteers also ensure
that websites are kept up to date with local information and
manage image libraries. Caretaking and management of
WA’s two BirdLife bird observatories at Eyre and Broome also
relies on volunteer input.

Activities
The BirdLife WA group is very active, with multiple activities
always on the go. These range from the inspirational work
of the Community Education Committee that spreads its
infectious passion for birds throughout the community
including in schools, to the dedicated volunteers involved in
the production and sale of publications and materials such
as cards, bird guides and this publication, WA Bird Notes.
The Excursions Committee ensures plenty of opportunities
(more than 65 per year!) for community members to explore
local birds, and the Photography Group engage with birds
in more creative ways. The Conservation and Research
Committee tackles research questions and major bird
conservation issues in WA. The Records Committee assesses
and communicates unusual or interesting sightings of birds.
Country Branches, of which there are currently nine, engage
in keeping BirdLife alive and relevant throughout regional
WA. And those monthly and annual members’ meetings are
all coordinated and facilitated by BirdLife volunteers too.

ground monitoring and conservation actions of this project,
including documenting dramatic declines, have raised the
profile of the species nationally. Volunteer BirdLife surveys of
the Australasian Bittern identified its endangered status and
are helping to understand the habitat requirements of this
cryptic species to assist conservation. The status of Hooded
Plover populations and research into movement patterns
by BirdLife and other community members has greatly
enhanced knowledge of the species. Volunteers are also
involved in the monitoring and conservation of the Critically
Endangered Western Ground Parrot through its Friends
Group.
A new initiative that focuses on landscape scale
conservation, is the Great Western Woodland project.
Although the project officer for this has just been appointed,
volunteers have already begun survey work in the area.
BirdLife WA volunteers contribute to BirdLife Australia’s
national projects. Hundreds of volunteers across WA have
participated in surveys of wetlands as part of the national
Shorebirds 2020 program, helping to identify trends and
threats to resident and migratory shorebird populations.
The Important Bird Area (IBA) project engages volunteers
to help define IBAs as a tool to identify and prioritise areas
for conservation. The Atlas of Australian Birds has run since
1998 and allows us to track changes in bird distribution
and abundance across Australia using data collected by
volunteer observers. Further local surveys, such as the Perth
Suburban Birds, Perth Biodiversity Project, Rangelands and
Rottnest Bush Birds surveys document bird distribution
and abundance of these areas in collaborations with land
managers such as the Department of Environment and
Conservation, local government and other not-for-profit
organisations such as the Australian Wildlife Conservancy, to
assist in the management of habitat for WA’s birds.
Reading back over what was intended to be a concise
summary, the achievements of BirdLife WA and the
contributions of its members is overwhelmingly impressive.
Thank you again to all BirdLife WA volunteers for your
tireless efforts. Your contributions are appreciated and
recognised as essential to the successful functioning of the
organisation in its aim to ensure a bright future for our birds.
If you would like to become involved in any of the activities
outlined above please contact the BirdLife WA office for more
information or refer to the Projects and Activities listed on
the BirdLife Australia website: http://www.birdlife.org.au/
locations/birdlife-western-australia.
Kim Onton
on behalf of the BirdLife WA Executive Committee

Projects
Perhaps the most well-publicised achievements of BirdLife
volunteers are their involvement in important conservation
and research projects. WA projects to date have largely
centred around rare, threatened or declining species. The
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo project has been running since
2001 involving hundreds of volunteers. The important on-
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Letters to the Editors
Dear BAWA
Hello, my name is Lia. I am 12 and I am a member of Birds
Australia. Last week I went down to Pemberton. I just
wanted to report some of the birds we saw.
We went to a place called the Diamond Tree and we saw over
eight Rufous Treecreepers, White-breasted Robin, Scarlet
Robin, Grey Fantail, Western Rosellas, other parrots I didn’t
recognise and Red-winged Fairy-wren females.
Then this is the main reason for my report. We went into
some of the beaches in D’ Entrecasteaux National Park
and saw two Hooded Plovers. On the beach we also saw
male and female Red-winged Fairy-wrens,
something that looked a bit like a Pacific Gull
(it was a big brown bird that looked a bit
like a skua) and some other little birds I did
not recognise. In the dunes we also saw one
adult Emu with three chicks.

During the rest of our time there (in Windy Harbour) we
saw three Elegant Parrots (maybe Rock Parrots?), male and
female Splendid Fairy-wrens, Yellow-rumped Thornbills, two
Wedge-tailed Eagles, some other raptors and the rest are the
usual Australian Magpie and Australian Raven.
I was also just wondering what the raptor I have put a
picture of might be. Also on our way to Pemberton I saw
quite a few parrots on the side of the road. To me they
looked a bit like Western Ground Parrots. Is it possible?
Thank you for your time.
I am hoping to come on some of your walks soon.
Lia

Unidentfied raptor,
Windy Harbour.
Photo by Lia

Australian Pelican jet-skiing,
Ascot Waters (see report, page
33). Photo by Ian Wallace
Freckled Duck, Lake Monger
(see report, page 33). Photo
by Barry Heinrich

Australian Pelican
with cormorant,
Herdsman Lake,
March 2012. Photo
by Jennie Stock

Obituary
NIEL ADAMS
Many members will remember Niel Adams and his wife
Eleanor. After retiring, Niel indulged in his passions for
woodworking, travelling, photography, birdwatching, lapidary
and computers. Niel has made a great contribution to the
conservation of our native birds with his work on many
projects including the Atlas, Living Landscapes, the Perth
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Biodiversity Project and the Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo
Recovery Project. I have fond memories of working with him
on some of these and enjoying his companionship, sense of
humour and sharp birding eyes. Sadly, Niel passed away on
5 January this year.
Suzanne Mather
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Observations
This list has been compiled by the
WA Records Committee. Metropolitan
suburbs or shires are in parentheses.
Please report interesting observations
to the WA Sightings Officer
(wasightings@birdlife.org.au) or to
the BirdLlife WA office (9383 7749).
Sightings are included on the BirdLife
WA web site (http://birdswa.org.au/
sightings.htm) as soon as possible, and
the most interesting are selected for
inclusion in the next WABN.

Highlights
An excellent quarter for records,
highlighted by several major rarities.
Lake Joondalup produced WA’s first
Hudsonian Godwit, which stayed
around for most of the second half
of February. This record was made
even more unusual as the bird was
carrying leg flags that indicated it had
been banded on Chiloe Island, Chile in
January 2010! Following on from the
‘Hudwit’, a White Wagtail was seen
at the lake for a couple of days — the
likelihood is that this is the same bird
previously reported from Lake Gwelup
(see WABN 141). The previously
reported Intermediate Egret (WABN
141) was still present early in this
period as well.
Further afield in the south-west, a
Grey Phalarope made a short stay on
the Greenough River, four hours north
of Perth, and a South Polar Skua
that remained around Bremer Bay for
at least a week may have been one
of the few ‘twitchable’ records of this
species in Australia. In the north, a
Eurasian Magpie made a brief stay
at Port Hedland — this bird was most
likely ship-assisted on its journey! Also
reported were several shearwaters
considered by the observer to be
Persian, which would be a first for WA
and follows on from the discovery in
2011 of large numbers well offshore
from northern Australia.
The passage of Tropical Cyclone Lua
resulted in the discovery of several
seabirds well inland, and may also
have been a factor in the several
records of Streaked Shearwater off
the south and west coasts, including
a very surprising 40+ recorded on the
April Hillarys pelagic trip, and a very
southerly record off Albany.
The influx of arid zone birds into the
Perth area also continued, including a
flock of Budgerigars at Perth Airport,
and Diamond Doves east of Perth.
Little Button-quail and Diamond
Doves were also recorded from the
Perth area. Individual Cockatiel,
Zebra Finch and Budgerigar were
also seen across Perth, though it is
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difficult to be certain of provenance in
these cases. Princess and Scarletchested Parrots were still present
around Neale Junction in January, an
unusual time of year, though most
likely because few people travel to
these areas in mid-summer.

METROPOLITAN (UBD
Street Directory)
Freckled Duck – 1, 03/02/12, Bibra
Lake (Bibra Lake) – NJ * up to
3, 13-16/04/12, Lake Monger
(Wembley) – DC, MP et al.
Spotted Nightjar – 1 heard,
13/04/12, Dampier Drive (Golden
Bay) – MN (uncommon on the
coastal plain)
Streaked Shearwater – 40+,
01/04/12, Hillarys Pelagic (Indian
Ocean) – AC, NW et al. (very rare
this far south, photographs)

Grey Falcon – 1, 24/03/12, Western
Flora (Carnamah) – CH (south of
normal range)
Double-banded Plover – 1,
03/03/12, Morley Beach (Denmark)
– GT * 1, 08/04/12, Lake Preston
(Waroona) – AC, JG (rare in the
south-west)
Inland Dotterel – 2, 07/04/12, Lake
Preston (Waroona) – BR * 1,
07/03/12, beach west of Northcliffe
(Manjimup) – LM (rare in the
south-west)
GREY PHALAROPE – 1, 13-14/03/12,
Greenough River (Greenough) – ML
(1st record for Western Australia if
accepted by BARC; photographs)

Intermediate Egret – 1, 03/02/12,
Lake Joondalup (Edgewater) – JG

SOUTH POLAR SKUA – 1, 0714/04/12, Bremer Beach
(Jerramungup) – MC, NJ & SF (6th
record for Western Australia if
accepted by BARC; photographs)

Spotted Harrier – 1, 18/03/12, Burns
Beach (Burns Beach) – BK (unusual
on the coastal plain)

ARID ZONE

HUDSONIAN GODWIT – 1, 1128/02/12, Lake Joondalup
(Edgewater) – DB et al. (1st record
for Western Australia if accepted by
BARC; photographs; leg-flagged in
Chile)
Budgerigar – 1, 03/03/12, Eagle Bay
(Rottnest) – MB * 10, 14/03/12,
Perth Airport (Belmont) – BRu (rare
in the metropolitan area)
Pied Butcherbird – 1, 20/03/12,
Mitchell Freeway (Joondalup) – DJ
(rare in the metropolitan area)
WHITE WAGTAIL – 1 (subspecies
leucopsis), 22-23/03/12, Lake
Joondalup (Wanneroo) – WM et
al. (very rare vagrant to Western
Australia; subject to acceptance by
BARC)

White-throated Needletail – 30+,
12/03/12, Barrow Island – DBa
(rare in Western Australia)
Wedge-tailed Shearwater – 4000+,
12/04/12, Red Bluff (Carnarvon) –
NW (high count)
Streaked Shearwater – 1, 06/12/11,
Lawler Mine Site (Leonora) – MS
* 300+, 12/04/12, Red Bluff
(Carnarvon) – NW (unusual inland,
cyclone-driven; high count)
Possible PERSIAN SHEARWATER
– 3+, 12/04/12, Red Bluff
(Carnarvon) – NW (1st record for
Western Australia if accepted by
BARC)

SOUTH WEST (Shark Bay to
Cape Arid)

Grey Falcon – 1, 13/04/12, Billabong
Roadhouse (Shark Bay) – DJ (rarely
reported resident)

Diamond Dove – 2, 25/03/12, Darken
Rd, near Darkin Swamp (Beverley)
– LL & WM (south of normal range)

Beach Stone-curlew – 1, 04/04/12,
Point Quobba (Carnarvon) – SA et
al. (south of normal range)

Black Bittern – 1, 24/03/12, Warren
River near Moons Crossing
(Manjimup) – PT (rarely reported
resident in the south-west)

Inland Dotterel – 32, 15/03/12, 50
km north-east of Wiluna (Wiluna) –
NJ (high count)

Royal Spoonbill – 1, 11/03/12, TorditGurrup Lagoon (Manjimup) – PT &
IW (uncommon in the south-west)

Red-necked Phalarope – 25+,
02/03/12, Saltfield, Useless Loop
(Shark Bay) – KG (high count on
mainland)
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Observations, ctd
Bridled Tern – 1, 19/03/12, Christmas
Creek Mine Site (East Pilbara) – JP
(unusual inland, cyclone-driven)
Sooty Tern – 1, 19/03/12, Lawler
Mine Site (Leonora) – MS (unusual
inland, cyclone-driven)
Major Mitchell’s Cockatoo – 12,
13/04/12, 35 km east of Roebourne
(Roebourne) – RD & DB (north of
normal range)
Princess Parrot – 33+, 27-28/01/12,
Neale Junction NR (Laverton) – NJ,
NW & BG (seldom reported nomad)
Scarlet-chested Parrot – 14, 2728/01/12, Neale Junction NR
(Laverton) – NJ, NW & BG (seldom
reported nomad)
Thick-billed Grasswren – 1, 0102/04/12, Pelican Point (Carnarvon)
– SA et al. (north of normal range)
EURASIAN MAGPIE – 1, 07/04/12,
Finucane Island (Port Hedland) – JR
(2nd record for Western Australia if
accepted by BARC; photographs;
probably ship-assisted)
Pictorella Mannikin – 4, 0708/02/12, South Hedland Township
(Port Hedland) – BM (south of
normal range)

KIMBERLEY
Australian Shelduck – 2, 1829/04/12, Munkayarra Claypan
(Derby – West Kimberley) – BAC
(north of normal range)
LITTLE GREBE – 1, 03/03/12,
Roebuck Plains (Broome) – FO

OBSERVERS

(1st record for Western Australia
if accepted by BARC – probably
Tricolored Grebe, recently
separated from Little Grebe)
Banded Lapwing – 1, 24/02/12, Anna
Plains Station (Broome) – FO (north
of normal range)

COCOS (KEELING) ISLANDS
Eastern Curlew – 1, 08/01/2012,
West Island – TS, FO et al. (first
record for Cocos)
Large Hawk-Cuckoo – 1, settlement,
West Island – TS et al. (rare
vagrant)
Hodgson’s Hawk-Cuckoo – 2,
settlement, West Island – TS, FO et
al. (rare vagrant)

CHRISTMAS ISLAND
GREY NIGHTJAR – 1, 11/0120/02/12, Forest just north of
Airport – FO, TF et al. (1st record
for Christmas Island if accepted by
BARC)
Savanna Nightjar – 1, 20/02/12,
Forest just north of Airport – TF et
al. (5th record for Christmas Island
if accepted by BARC)
Yellow Bittern – 1, 17/02/12, Resort
swamp – TF et al. (scarce vagrant
to Christmas Island)

AC = Alan Collins
BAC = Beryl Ah Chee
BG = Bruce Greatwich
BK = Brendan Klick
BM = Brenden Metcalf
BR = Bill Russell
BRu = Bill Rutherford
CH = Colin Heap
DB = Dimitris Bertzeletos
DBa = Damien Baxter
DC = Damien Cancilla
DJ = Darryl Jones
FO = Frank O’Connor
GT = Geoff Taylor
IW = Ian Wheeler
JG = John Graff
JP = Jolyon Peart
JR = John Robinson
KG = Ken Grinter
LL = Louise Little
LM = Libby McGill
LP = Lisa Preston
MB = Mark Blythman
MC = Martin Cake
ML = Mike Lawrie
MN = Mark Newman
MP = Morgan Pickering
MS = Mark Saunders
NJ = Nigel Jackett
NW = Nathan Waugh
PT = Peter Taylor
RD = Rob Davis
SA = Sue Abbotts
SF = Stewart Ford
TF = Tim Faulkner (Vic)
TS = Tom Smith (Vic)
WM = Wayne Merritt

Malayan Night-heron – 1, Dec 201117/02/12, Track to Margaret Knoll
– LP, TF et al. (rarely recorded
vagrant)

Heading for Wooleen Station?
Stop over here:
Carnamah, Inering Hills

3.5 hours drive north of Perth

Australasian Darter, Lake
Monger (see report, page 33).
Photo by Andrew Hobbs
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 142 June 2012

Purpose built modern one bedroom self contained studio/cottage
on working farm with fine views over the granite rocks. Wheatbelt
and transitional woodland birds. Linen supplied. Guided visit to
key sites included.
2 nights, 2-3 people $275.00.
Other options for accommodation may be available. Please ask.
For more details + photos:
Pauline.Wittwer@bigpond.com
or 0428 674 074. Farm: 9951 1225.
Land for Wildlife Members.
Your well behaved dog is welcome.
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BirdLife WA reports
CHAIR’S REPORT
The BirdLife Western Australia AGM in February resulted in
a number of new faces on the Executive Committee which
meets on the second Wednesdays of each month (page
3). This new committee is faced with many issues to be
resolved, some resulting from the merger but probably most
from the increasing bird conservation activity escalating in
the state.
We have welcomed Matt Fossey as the Threatened
Cockatoos Project Manager and Liz Fox as the Project
Coordinator of the Great Western Woodlands Project, both
working from Peregrine House. Liz’s appointment has meant
that, unfortunately, under the Constitution she cannot sit on
the Executive Committee whilst employed by BirdLife. It is
important that volunteers and staff can work harmoniously
together in this one quite crowded space, as I am sure we
can.
Tam Kabat has more than competently organised the Great
Cocky Count for 2012 and is now collating the results prior
to analysing the data. Over 250 volunteers were signed up
to participate in this now annual event and more than 200
surveys have been returned to date. In March a thankyou
function for around 80 volunteers was held at the Eco
Centre for people participating in the 2011 Great Cocky
Count. The data and information we are obtaining for the
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo Recovery Project would simply
not be possible without this volunteer support. BirdLife WA
is an organisation that has an enviable history of supporting
conservation actions with volunteer involvement.
The DVD of the film Steps to Recovery has arrived at the
office and is available for purchase. This film was made on
the initiative of Bruce Haynes as the result of a donation
from the estate of Jean Armstrong. It shows the work of
the Western Australian Branch on the recovery of Carnaby’s
Black-Cockatoos. I used it at a workshop in Guilderton
recently and it was well received by the participants.

A new country branch, Cape to Cape, is up and running
under the leadership of co-convenors Christine Wilder and
Boyd Wykes.
That busy team, the Community Education Committee,
participated in Earthday on 30 March at the Canning Eco
Centre. The children from the five schools attending enjoyed
bird talks and walks with the team, resulting in two of
the schools requesting return visits with a more detailed
program.
The motions that Birds Australia Western Australia Inc be
wound up voluntarily within 14 days, that any property
held by BAWA Inc at the time of dissolution be transferred
to Birdlife Western Australia and that a Trust Fund held
under Birdlife WA be established for securing long term
investments and receiving donations and bequests were all
defeated at the Special General Meeting in February 2012.
Further consideration is being given to the matter by the
Executive Committee and the President and Chief Executive
of BirdLife Australia.
The membership continues to grow with approximately1300
members listed for the February AGM. I hope new members
join in the activities that appeal to them and make
themselves known as new members.
The two campouts I have been on this year, Pemberton and
Muggon Station, were both well attended and organised
and this perhaps is the key to campout success. Much
preparatory work goes into such events and this more than
pays off, so a big ‘thankyou’ to the Excursions Committee
who put this program together.
Suzanne Mather

BIRDLIFE WA PROJECTS
Rosalind Denny Volunteer of the Year
awards 2012
Increasingly over many years, the organisation in Western
Australia has become aware of the huge contribution made
by its many members who voluntarily give up their time and
give much energy to the conservation of our native birds. In
an attempt to honour these people, each year at the AGM
the Volunteers of the Year are announced.
Consequently at the February 2012 AGM Margery Clegg and
Liz Walker were nominated for this award.
Margery joined the RAOU in 1983 so has been a member for
29 years. In 1988 she began duties as a volunteer and is still
an Office Volunteer at the Peregrine House desk on alternate
Mondays. But her really valuable contribution has been in
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organising excursions and campouts and she now assists
with proof reading excursion material for WABN.
Liz Walker joined Birds Australia in the late nineties and
soon after became an Office Volunteer, followed closely
by becoming the Office Manager for around ten years.
During that time Liz has also served on the BAWA Executive
Committee, sometimes as Secretary, has been on the
Grants, Excursions, Sales and Eyre Bird Observatory
Committees.
These women are an inspiration to me and their continuing
involvement and wise counsel is both valued and
appreciated.
Suzanne Mather
Chair
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BirdLife WA projects, ctd
Great Cockie Count 2012
John Peck’s experience
This year a newbie, John Clarke, volunteered for the count
and Tamara suggested he might like to go with me to the
Yanchep pine plantation on Acacia Road for the survey.
In an article last year I mentioned the widespread clear
felling of pine trees in the area. Well, an enormous amount
has been thinned and cleared since then. So much so that
last year’s roost site was on the edge of an enormous
clearing, so not surprisingly we did not expect them to be
there.
John is a professional forester and has spent his life working
throughout the south-west with the Forests Department,
CALM and, up until recently, the Forest Products Commission
(FPC). He now works part time as well as filling the role
of chair of the WA Division of the Institute of Foresters of
Australia. John was able to provide a fascinating insight into
the pine plantations in the south-west and north of Perth.
In the south-west, on reasonable soils with adequate rainfall,
the common plantation species is the fast growing Pinus
radiata. North of Perth, the FPC manages the Gnangara,
Pinjar and Yanchep Pinus pinaster plantations, a slower
growing species originating in Portugal, but one that can
grow on relatively infertile, sandy soils with lower rainfall.
These plantations total over 17 000 hectares, providing an
invaluable source of food for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo.
Sadly, however, there are three factors at play which are
rapidly reducing the area of pinaster plantation, thus
reducing the availability of food for the cockatoos.
The first is wildfire. A number of severe wildfires over the
past three years have decimated nearly 1000 hectares of
plantation in the Yanchep area especially. None of the burnt
areas have yet been replanted, reflecting tough economic
conditions. The second is drought, in particular the drought
of 2010 which was the worst ever experienced by Perth and
the south-west. About one third of the pinaster plantations
have been adversely affected, with large areas in Yanchep
and Pinjar so badly affected that they have had to be clearfelled. Again, no replanting has taken place as yet. The
third and perhaps most serious factor at play is the steadily
falling water table in the Gnangara Mound. This underground
water reserve supplies up to half of Perth’s water supply
and is under huge pressure. Ironically, the pine plantations
themselves are considered to be undesirable users of some
of the underground water, hence a government directive
was issued some years ago to FPC to liquidate the pines,
especially those at Gnangara. The result so far is an
increasing area of ‘moonscape’ north of Gnangara Road.
Meanwhile, back at the cocky count, John and I decided to
climb a steep bank on an old limestone pit near the junction
of Military and Tuart Roads to help us figure out where to
station ourselves at 5:25 pm. Just as we finished scrambling
to the top at 5 pm and were breathlessly admiring the 360
degree views, we saw flocks of Carnaby’s coming towards us
from the west, south-west and south. Our vantage point was
ideal. The birds seemed to deliberately cruise around and
past us, at our height, enabling us to count them relatively
easily against clear background. Most of the flocks camped
for a few minutes on top of pine trees to our west and north,
and many camped in isolated pine and Tuart trees between
100 and 400 metres from our spot.
How many did we count? Over 600.
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After a few minutes the birds moved on in an east/north
easterly direction, seeming to coalesce into one large flock.
There was only one thing to do — follow. With forester John
navigating with the aid of large scale maps (see page 2), we
drove down several tracks within the plantation, stopping
every so often to listen for tell-tale cocky sounds. At six
o’clock we found them, at the junction of Banksia and Stygia
Roads, about 5 km east of our earlier vantage point. This
area is close to the north-east extremity of the Yanchep
Plantation, a lonely and isolated spot. The birds were noisy
and restless, maybe spooked by the vehicle’s approach. After
a short while they moved on again, circling around us and
seeming to head in different directions. By 6:30 pm, with
light rapidly disappearing, we decided to head southwards
and home.
Our adventure was exhilarating and thought provoking. The
cockatoos obviously need the plantations for not only food
but for roosting. The banksia woodlands surrounding the
plantations are a vital and natural food source, but the much
taller pine trees appear to be nearly as important for food
and vital for roosting. The changing landscape within the
plantations, as areas are clearfelled, burnt or thinned, means
it is unlikely that roosting sites stay the same for any length
of time. This means volunteer cocky counters need to use
their initiative and be ready to change their plans in efforts
to obtain accurate counts.
John Peck and John Clarke

Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo project
BirdLife Australia wishes Raana Scott well as she takes a
well-deserved break to build her own nest in her home in
Esperance. Raana has done a wonderful job working for the
Carnaby’s project for five years. We hope she will return
to us some time, perhaps before her chick, Otis Jack (who
arrived on 8 May) fledges.
Matt Fossey will be managing the threatened cockatoos
project, taking
over from
Raana, who
is now on
maternity leave.

Raana’s
‘chick’, Otis
Jack

Raana Scott with her farewell gift.
Photo by Cheryl Gole
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Shorebirds 2020: Shark Bay counts 2012

Non coastal count sites(see Table 1 next page)

Shark Bay has long been known to be an important site
for waders and is therefore an important count site for the
Shorebirds 2020 project. In 2012, counts were conducted to
gather data on shorebird populations within the Shark Bay
count site, over a greater range than the optimal timeframe.
This was necessitated by the sheer size of the count site, on
this occasion by a single counter.

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H

All counts were conducted around high tides though some
were counted on incoming tides and invariably some were
completed as tides turned when birds were able to resume
feeding. There are a small number of areas counted that are
not influenced by tides at all, such as river pools, sewage
farm, grassed playing fields and McNeill Claypan. The floods
in December 2010 and January 2011 caused significant
erosion in some areas and some coastal tracks have been
rendered impassable; one area remains uncounted for
this reason whilst another was not accessible due to tidal
water over the track on the day. A second attempt from
the opposite direction on another day found this track
impassable after a washout.

Wader numbers were much lower than most years at
river pools, as water levels were so high that these pools
were still adjoined as one with very little area of mud or
shallow margins. This was also the first year that McNeill
Claypan was able to be included as it still retained remnant
water, albeit mostly in areas where clay material has been
excavated. Much larger numbers and species had been
present some weeks earlier.

Counts at some sites have yielded far fewer birds than
previous seasons; the most significant fall in numbers was at
sites nearer the Gascoyne River mouth where it is assumed
the extended period of freshwater inundation and/or silt
and aggregate loads may have affected the organisms birds
feed on. Counts were conducted when possible and were
interwoven with work commitments.
Full coverage of the Shark Bay count site has never been
achieved over a single season. The most comprehensive
previous count was probably the one conducted in October
1987 (Jaensch and Vervest 1990) though these counts would
not have included non-tidal areas.
The northern sector of the Shark Bay count site has been
extended over recent years to Miaboolya Creek, eight
kilometres north of Carnarvon. From this point southward
the coastline has been segregated into 20 separate count
areas to the southern boundary of Brickhouse Station
pastoral lease, approximately 60 km south of Carnarvon
in a straight line. Few of these areas are small but a single
counter may count a small number of these areas during a
single high tide phase, dependant on tide height and number
of birds present. Further mangrove habitat exists south to
Long Point on Edaggee pastoral lease but this has yet to be
covered to identify areas where birds feed or congregate
and is expected to require a minimum addition of three
count areas. A vast expanse of coastline from Long Point
south to Hamelin Pool is expected to have relatively small
populations, with the possible exception of the area around
Wooramel River mouth. Permission and safe access advice
from pastoral leaseholders will be required to undertake
counts in these areas.
Few shorebirds reside on the coasts of Hamelin Pool or
the southern waters of L’Haridon Bight though extensive
surveys have been done in other parts of southern Shark
Bay. Some areas such as Blind Inlet on the western side
of Bellefin Prong are expected to have suitable habitat for
shorebirds but this has yet to be verified. Only three areas
were counted in the southern sector during 2012, with the
addition of Hamelin Pool Station’s bore dam.
The notes and tables below show the sites, dates counted,
species observed and numbers present.
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McNeill Claypan (counted 12 January)
Sewage Farm (20 January)
Pony Club (20 January)
Town Oval (20 January)
Airport (20 January) nil
Golf course (20 January) nil
East Carnarvon Primary School oval (20 January) nil
Chinaman Pool and Tucker’s Pump (river pools- 14
January)
I Hamelin Pool Station bore dam (13 February)

Coastal count sites (see Table 2 pages 12 and 13)
A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H

Miaboolya Creek (counted 12 January)
Middle Creek (inaccessible)
Northwater (13 January)
Massey Bay marsh (15 January)
Pelican Point (23 January)
Boat Harbour (23 January)
Whitmore Islands and sandbars (29 January)
Carnarvon South (partial count 30 January, re-counted 14
February)
I 25 Marshes/Uendoo Creek (6 February)
J Bush Bay (7 February)
K Redcliff (8 February)
L T-junction marshes (counted on incoming tide 9 February)
M Roundabout (counted on incoming tide 9 February)
N Iddy Biddy Creek (9 February)
O New Beach (9 February)
P Pelican Island (10 February)
Q Guichenault Point (11 February)
R Herald Bight (12 February)
S Telstra T north (9 March)
T Telstra T south (9 March)
U Double Inlet (inaccessible from north 9 March, from south
19 March)
V Rocky Corner (19 March)
W Boundary Creek (19 March)
Over the time period chosen to do counts there were a
number of days when tides were too late in the afternoon
when the sun reflecting off water or wet soils would impair
visibility, or a day of just two tides, with the high tide at
night. Further to this, it was initially only intended to attempt
to count those areas closer to Carnarvon and counts were
based around tides for that area. When counting at Pelican
Island, Guichenault Point and Herald Bight the tides were
early enough though the height was probably excessive
and counts could be conducted well before high tide. When
at Pelican Island some knots departed toward Faure Island
when birds were disturbed by a pair of White-bellied SeaEagles from the small roosting area before a full assessment
of their numbers could be made.
At Guichenault Point, a dense, mixed flock of 260 Common
and Roseate Terns were recorded; I was not able to reliably
separate species due to density and similarities. Both species
were in or entering breeding plumage, some with red bills
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Table 1: Counts of waterbirds and waders at non-coastal sites in the Shark Bay – Carnarvon area, JanuaryFebruary 2012.
Species
Plumed Whistling Duck

A

B

Black Swan
Australian Shelduck
Australian Wood Duck
Pink-eared Duck
Grey Teal

C

D

E

F

G

H

I

1
13
1

29

13

80

3

4

28
122

119

4

18

Pacific Black Duck

14

62

103

52

Australasian Grebe

5

4

Hoary-headed Grebe

25

4

Australasian Darter

8

Little Pied Cormorant

2

Little Black Cormorant

8

Pied Cormorant
Australian Pelican

12

Eastern Great Egret

11

White-faced Heron

35

Little Egret

11

8

2

1

1

2

1

2
2

6
1

Glossy Ibis
Australian White Ibis

6
2

Baillon’s Crake

1
1

1

Eurasian Coot

18

Black-winged Stilt

6

Red-necked Avocet

13

24

Pacific Golden Plover
80

3

Black-fronted Dotterel

12

15

Long-toed Stint

1

Red-necked Stint

5

10
2

1

2

37

Curlew Sandpiper

1

Australian Gull-billed Tern

3
33

White-winged Black Tern
Silver Gull

16

14
1

Whiskered Tern

20

3

Wood Sandpiper

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper

7
26

7

Grey-tailed Tattler
Common Greenshank

3

8

Banded Lapwing
Common Sandpiper

1
10

Red-capped Plover
Red-kneed Dotterel

3
16

Straw-necked Ibis
Australian Spotted Crake

5

1
22

2

5
1235
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Table 2: Counts of waterbirds and waders at coastal sites in the Shark bay – Carnarvon area, January-February 2012.
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and black legs, or black bills, red legs or both red bills and
red legs. The majority were thought to be Common Terns.
At Carnarvon, both Pelican Point and Boat Harbour roost
areas have been well down on usual numbers, perhaps
because of flood impacts but possibly due to human
pressures or interference. The count areas from New Beach
southward are mostly contiguous, and when counting
Roundabout, the most southern portion was not visited in an
effort to control double counting as Redcliff (to the south) had
been counted the day before. As there can be no accounting
for bird movement from one day to the next, there is always
a chance that birds may be counted more than once, but
an equal chance that birds have departed an area yet to
be counted. Carnarvon south was only partially counted on
30 January in arduous conditions of 42 degrees with 100%
humidity, caught in a rainsquall before reaching the south end
of this count area. The decision to abandon the count was
overturned when the rain ceased, and I retraced my steps
back the kilometre or so that I had retreated. A full count
was made of this same area on 14 February after returning
from Denham. The numbers recorded in Table 2 are from 14
February (with the exception of Inland Dotterel) and although
some species numbers were down on first count, two in
particular stand out: Common Greenshank (53) and Greytailed Tattler (240). Most other species were much the same
or in larger numbers which could be expected over a larger
area.
Of the further five count areas visited later, that of Telstra
T north was not covered in full. This is a small roost site
within a mangrove complex that had been identified on a
previous count in this area. However, it was thought likely
that rising water levels would cover this area, as it requires
a long walk in and with the view to count as many areas
as possible during this tide phase it was omitted. A count
of Double Inlet was not made as tidal water covered the ill
defined coastal track and this attempt had to be aborted to
avoid the possibility of becoming bogged if straying just a
small distance from the compacted track. A second attempt
to reach this area from the south on 19 March found the
track severed by a washout, presumably from rainfall during
December 2010. The washout was found with water present
from an earlier period of higher tides, in effect becoming an
extension of a tidal creek. This washout was also south of
Rocky Corner count site but within walking distance. The area
covered at Boundary Creek was greater than covered in any
previous count at this area, making ingress into the northern
section of Edagee Station. It is envisaged that this area be
re-mapped and counted as one in future.
The results of these counts, without making allowances for
possible bird movement between count areas over time,
indicates that Shark Bay could become an Important Bird
Area (IBA) in its entirety. Eastern Curlew numbers are known
to be in decline. Jaensch and Vervest (1990) noted this
species as considered rare in Australia but managed a count
of 313. The estimated population of Grey-tailed Tattler varies;
Delany and Scott (2002) put the global minimum population
at 40 000, while Bamford et al. (2008) estimated the East
Asian Australasian Flyway population to be 50 000. As full
coverage of the Shark Bay count site was not achieved yet
834 Grey-tailed Tattlers were counted, this indicates the area
easily meets the 1% population threshold and possibly 2%
required to meet IBA status. In view of recent global declines,
the count of 281 Eastern Curlews remains remarkably near
the number recorded in 1987. Anecdotal information given to
me some years ago suggested that this species was far more
visible around Carnarvon in the past than it is today.
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The count of 283 Australian Pied Oystercatcher at Pelican
Island reaffirms the IBA status of this island; the total
number counted exceeds 2% of the estimated Australian
population of 11 000.
References
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Pied Oystercatchers on Pelican Island, Shark Bay.
Photo by Les George

Les George
Mandurah

Results of Hooded Plover survey,
4 and 5 February 2012
Introduction
The aim of the annual Hooded Plover survey is to check on
the size of the West Australian Hooded Plover population,
the recruitment of juveniles and their distribution. The
survey, with the exception of Esperance, coincided with the
national Shorebird 2020 survey over the weekend of 4 and 5
February 2012.
The survey meets one of the conservation strategies listed
in the Western Australia Hooded Plover Management
Plan (Raines 2002), which is to collect data that will help
focus and prioritise management effort further at sites
of importance to Hooded Plovers and locate other, as yet
undiscovered, sites of importance in Western Australia.
The information collected by our volunteers during the
survey supplements information obtained in previous years,
helps identify conservation threats and high-lights variations
in population densities. They show the congregation sites
favoured by Hooded Plovers over summer.
Results
The total number of Hooded Plovers counted was 564 which
included 58 juveniles (Table 1).
Northern Wheatbelt
No sightings came from the northern wheat belt as coverage
was minimal. The beach adjacent to South Greenough flats
was surveyed and Red-capped Plovers were recorded nesting
on dry sand near the base of heavily vegetated dunes. Other
shorebirds seen were Grey Plover (12), Sanderling (22),
Ruddy Turnstone (6) and Sooty Oystercatcher (4). The Yarra
Yarra Lakes were nearly dry and there were no sightings.
Acknowledgements to Sue Harris and Pauline Wittwer.
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Numbers in Yalgorup National Park were lower than in
previous years. Hooded Plovers are known to produce
replacements clutches as demonstrated by a pair at Lake
Preston (Inlet Cove). This pair made their first breeding
attempt at Lake Preston in January 2012 but the nest was
destroyed by a quad bike; a second clutch in February was
destroyed by a fox and a third attempt was successful.
Initially one runner was seen on 29 March but on 11 April
the adults were seen with three juveniles. The highest
Hooded Plover count (20) was made at Lake Yalgorup.
Acknowledgements to Dick Rule, Bill Russell, Tony France,
Errol Harwood and Amy Williams.
Margaret River
Strong winds prevailed during the count. This year the
northern section of the Cape to Cape coastline did not yield
any Hooded Plover sightings. Observations commenced just
north of Gracetown south to Augusta. Breeding was not
confirmed at Hillview Beach which is normally a breeding
site for Hooded Plover. Overall the Hooded Plover had a good
breeding season in 2011/2012 in the Cape to Cape region
(Singor 2012).
Sanderlings were sighted at the northern end of Redgate
Beach, one with orange net tangled around its leg. At
the same location, out of a total of approximately 50
Sanderlings, six were identified as having only one leg. This
is a high injury rate, possibly due to fishing lines left on the
beach.
The strong southerly wind had one Hooded Plover sheltering
high up in the first dune where Dune Arctotheca, Arctotheca
populifolia, and Long-leaved Spinifex, Spinifex longifolius,
were growing. At Boranup Beach a runner was sighted
sheltering behind a rusty container which was the only
shelter from the strong wind. It has been ten years since
the last reported sighting of Hooded Plover on Yallingup
Beach and Smiths Beach. Sixty percent of the Hooded Plover
sightings were made between Prevelly and Augusta.
Acknowledgements to Debra Rooks, Colin and Natalie Bell,
J Macaulay, T. Skippings, S. Wylie, Don Hanran-Smith, Deb
Hook, Jill Moyes, Kate Pollard, Jane Scott, Wally Smith,
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Table 1. Summary of Hooded Plover counts, February 2012. HPMR = Hooded Plover Management Region
(see Raines 2002).
Area

Numbers

Shark Bay to Perth

0

Wetlands between Rockingham and Mandurah

0

Beaches from Mandurah to Leschenault Inlet

0

Yalgorup National Park (Yalgorup HPMR)

54

Geographe Bay

0

Beaches from Cape Naturaliste to Augusta (Naturaliste-Augusta HPMR)

22 (includes 4 juveniles)

Beaches from Augusta to Broke Inlet

7 (includes 1 juvenile)

Beaches from Broke Inlet (Walpole) to Beaufort Inlet (east of Albany) (WalpoleDenmark HPMR)

22 (includes 5 juveniles)

Beaches from Beaufort Inlet to Hopetoun (Bremer Bay-Hopetoun HPMR)

24 (includes 2 juveniles)

Beaches, coastal and inland lakes east of Hopetoun to Stokes Inlet

42

Beaches Stokes Inlet to Cape Le Grande

4 (includes 1 juvenile)

Esperance Lakes (Lake Gore system to Mullet Lake) (Esperance HPMR)

358 (includes 40 juveniles)

Beaches east of Cape Le Grande

27 (includes 4 juveniles)

Inland lakes in south-west of the State

4 (includes 1 juvenile)

Total

564 (includes 58 juveniles)

Maree Baldock, Janet Dufall, Gaynor Gardiner-Sherwood,
Logan Anderson, Lorraine Todd, Jenny Kikeros, Wendy
Mitchell and Jessica Worrall.
Walpole-Denmark-Albany

westerlies may have kept the plovers from the beaches.
Red-capped Plovers were breeding at St Mary Inlet. Gordon
Inlet had a range of wader species present, with Red-necked
Stint, Common Greenshank, Sanderling, Banded Stilt and
Red-necked Avocet.

Hooded Plovers were recorded breeding at Martagallup Lake
(Reserve 13892). This local government reserve does not
enjoy any conservation status and is used by trail bikes and
is leased to a pony club. This was the first time breeding has
been noted at this lake.

Acknowledgements to Anne Gadsby, G. Johnson, Geoff
Young, Vivienne Hillyer, Mark Jeffery, Gisela Cannon and Rod
Giles.

Few Hooded Plovers were seen on the beaches near Albany.

The vagaries of the weather can have a profound impact on
birdlife as illustrated by what happened at the Jerdacuttup
Lakes. In September 2011 the Jerdacuttup Lakes were
overflowing with water. By the end of November the lake
was drying out and almost 2000 birds were present. Redcapped Plovers and Hooded Plovers were breeding, some
with runners. Rain in December added 45 cm of water to
the lakes and drowned all the young and eggs. Hopetoun
recorded 794 mm of rain for 2011. The highest count came
from a dry salt lake east of the rabbit proof fence, where
there were 28 Hooded Plovers.

A preliminary survey in January 2012 north of the Stirling
Ranges didn’t find any Hooded Plovers. Many of the lakes
were dry. Chillinup Lake held some water, but had no birds.
Hooded Plovers were found breeding at Salmon Beach west
of Windy Harbour. The one young chick was being harassed
by a pair of Silver Gulls. One of the adults spent much of
their energy chasing off the gulls.
Acknowledgements to Robin Day, Rosie Smith, Natalie
Rogers, Lucia Golebiowski, Geoff Taylor, Philip Powell, Fred
and Anne Bondin, Mavis Sowry, Virginia Jealous, Dennis
and Jan Coulson, June Morrison, Beryl Meulenbroek, Brad
Kneebone, George and Andrea Endacott, Christine Wilder,
Boyd Wykes, Karen Majer, Wendy Eiby (Pemberton Discovery
Tours), Colin Britza (DEC) , David Taylor, Michael and Ada
Nield, and Michael Burns.

Hopetoun

Acknowledgements to John Tucker, Merle Bennett, Peter and
Moira McMahon, Mary and Owen Smith, John and Noelle
Young, Chris Biddulph, Rodger Walker, Paul Corey and
Andrew Chapman.
Esperance

Bremer Bay

The Hooded Plover survey for the Esperance region was
conducted in mid-February.

Hooded Plovers were seen at Pallinup estuary, Dillon Bay
Beach, Bremer Bay Beach and St Mary’s Inlet. Strong south

Carbul Lake, which is part of the Lake Gore system, provided
the highest count during the survey with 169 birds counted
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on 16 February 2012. There was a breeding record from
Benje Benjenup Lake where a pair with three runners was
sighted. Another pair bred at the Esperance Golf course and
raised three runners. Good numbers (21) came from Yokinup
Bay.
Eyre Bird Observatory (EBO) reported a Hooded Plover on
Kanidal Beach. Hooded Plovers are rarely seen at EBO but
this one has been present since October 2011.
The Masked Lapwing is making inroads into the Esperance
district with some high counts from several wetlands.
Breeding was confirmed and a total count of 75 was recorded
for the Esperance district. A core population of Masked
Lapwings seems to have been established with high numbers
from Lake Mortijinup (20), Lake Warden suite (10) and
Windabout suite (20).
Acknowledgements to Kirsty Macgregor, Ken and Jean Read
(EBO), Mike Gibbs, Mary and Allan Hoggart, Pam Norris,
David and Dale Johnson, Gillian White, Robyn Cail, Dave
Thornburg, Adrian Pinder (DEC), Debbie Sullivan, Gwen
Iwankiz, Dylan Gleave and Peter Rushton.
Discussion

during 2011/12. Most wetlands surveyed were those where
Australasian Bitterns have been recorded previously, but
several other wetlands were also surveyed. See photo, page
2.
During the 2011/2012 season rainfall throughout the range
varied from 20% below average to 20% above average.
However, given the previous year’s very low rainfall on the
Swan Coastal Plain and Manjimup region, some wetlands
were still too dry for Australasian Bitterns.
Results
During 2011/12 Australasian Bitterns were confirmed at
Forrestdale Lake/James Swamp/Tonkin Hwy (1), Thomson’s
Lake (1), Benger Swamp (1-2), Kulinilup Swamp (2-3),
Geordinup Swamp (1), Tordit-Gurrup Lagoon (1-2), Gingilup
Swamps (1-2), Maringup Lake (2), Tarnup Lake (North
Sister East) (1-2), Pfieffer Lake (1), Lake Pleasant View (2),
Cheyne Beach Road Swamp (1), Big Boom Swamp (5+),
Cape Le Grand UCL unnamed swamp1 (2-3), Cape Le Grand
UCL unnamed swamp2 (1), Cape Le Grand UCL unnamed
swamp3 (1) and Cape Le Grand Private property (2). There
were also five unconfirmed records, all from the south coast.

The proportion of juveniles this year was 10.2% of the total
count. This is a little higher than the long term average,
and therefore indicates a good breeding season. The total
number of adults (506) was a little higher than in last year’s
count (480).

When timing of records is considered, the data indicate that
26 to 37 adult Australasian Bitterns were recorded in this
year’s surveys. This is the highest number recorded since
2007 and higher than the total counted in each year for the
1981-1985 Southwest Waterbirds Survey (Jaensch et al.
1988).

The Hooded Plover survey covers big stretches of the
Western Australian coast line which also happens to be
the habitat for Rock Parrots. Observations of Rock Parrots
were made at Augusta River mouth (6), Windy Harbour to
Gardner River (6) and at Two Peoples Bay (3) where they
were flushed near a small creek at the southern end of the
beach. At Cape Le Grande National Park 17 Rock Parrots
were seen. Considering the amount of coastline covered, the
number of Rock Parrots reported was low.

Significantly, Australasian Bitterns were recorded at new
sites including several wetlands on Crown land and private
property north of Cape Le Grand National Park. The bitterns
heard calling from private property north of Cape Le Grand
National Park and at the Pfieffer Lake were heard from
listening sites on road verges. It is hoped that BirdLife or
DEC will be granted access to these properties for future
surveys and to assess wetland conditions.

Acknowledgements
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Marcus Singor
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References
Raines, J. (2002). Hooded Plover Management Plan (20022012), Western Australia. Western Australian Bird Notes,
Supplement No. 7.
Singor, M. (2012). Results of beach fencing Hooded Plover
nests. Western Australian Bird Notes 141, 12-13.

Summary of the Bittern project, 2011/12
Introduction
Once again it was a big year for the Australasian Bittern
project in WA. Targeted surveys for Australasian Bitterns
were conducted by over 65 BAWA volunteers and at least
ten Department of Environment and Conservation (DEC)
staff at over 52 wetlands in south-west Western Australia
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Australian Little Bitterns were recorded at Joondalup Lake
(1), Herdsman Lake (3), Kogalup Lake (1), Benger Swamp
(1), Wilgarrup Swamp (3-5), Kulinilup Swamp (3-5),
Geordinup Swamp (1), Maringup Lake (3), Pfieffer Lake
(3), Big Boom Swamp (2) and an unnamed wetland east
of Frenchmans Peak (1). The total recorded was 22-26
Australian Little Bitterns, which was also the highest number
recorded since 2007 and higher than the total counted in
each year of the 1981-1985 Southwest Waterbirds Survey
(Jaensch et al. 1988).
Several nest searches were conducted with both Australasian
Bittern and Australian Little Bittern nests found, however,
these were conducted late in the season and contained no
egg fragments or nestlings. While bittern nest searching
is very time consuming with a low return rate, every
year provides more information. This year’s efforts have
suggested that the searches should be conducted earlier to
provide additional data such as whether eggs were laid (ie,
presence of egg fragments) and number of fledglings.
Other information
During spring, samples were taken from several wetlands
and analysed for pH, conductivity (salinity estimate), and a
variety of other chemical components. This included analysis
of metals to assess the toxicity of some wetlands that are
acidic or have had previous acidic episodes. In several
wetlands, chemistry data levels exceeded the ANZECC
guidelines for wetlands and it is planned that some follow up
analyses will occur in these wetlands this spring.
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Aerial oblique photographs were taken by contractors to
BirdLife WA at Corimup Lake, Tarnup Lake, North Sister Lake
and Ten Mile Swamp, which are all in the Manypeaks area.
E M Sandiford was engaged to map vegetation in three key
wetlands and it is likely that she will map another three
wetlands in the next three months. This vegetation mapping
will provide data to compare against locations where we
are finding nests, bitterns feeding on the ground or feeding
platforms. By making these comparisons we may find that
bitterns prefer certain types of vegetation densities or
structures.
Peter Taylor has been documenting the amount of habitat
available at each wetland of interest and across the southwest. Allan Burbidge conducted a preliminary multivariate
review of some wetland data collected in 1993 (Halse et al.
1993). It is planned that a similar review will be conducted
later this year using the data collated by Peter and the
chemistry data.
Benger Swamp was severely burnt in April 2011 after a
controlled burn restarted, however, bitterns were still present
in the area that had been burnt by September 2011. The
habitat at Benger Swamp is largely Typha and the burn
possibly aided bittern feeding as the re-sprouting Typha was
less dense than the old unburnt areas. Contrasting with this
is the recent wildfires that burnt areas of Gingilup Swamps
and Maringup Lake. These wetlands contain native sedges of
Baumea articulata and other sedges that can take more than
a decade to recover after fire.
Future work
This year further surveys are planned with an aim of
determining present range, population, current wetlands
of interest and more exact wetland habitat requirements.
In 2013 we hope to be able to start progressing some onground conservation work but that will be dependent on
receiving new funding.
Conclusions
A total of 26-37 adult Australasian Bitterns was recorded
from at least 18 wetlands. A total of 22 to 26 Australian
Little Bitterns was recorded from at least 12 wetlands.
The surveys this year have been particularly important
as they have shown that the numbers of Australasian
Bitterns at wetlands north of Cape Le Grand National Park
contain at least one per cent of the global population of the
Australasian Bittern, which shows this suite of wetlands meet
criteria for the Australian National Directory of Important
Wetlands and the Ramsar Wetlands of International
Importance.

Jaensch, R.P., Vervest, R.M., and Hewish, M.J. (1988).
‘Waterbirds in Nature Reserves of South-Western
Australia 1981-1985: Reserve Accounts’. RAOU Report
No. 30.
Robyn Pickering

Library news
A variety of new material has recently been acquired by
the Library. This includes an interesting autobiography by
someone many BirdLife members will remember — Vince
Serventy: an Australian Life (598.07 SEV).
Also:
Brooke, M & Birkhead, T. The Cambridge Encyclopedia of
Ornithology (598 BRO).
Kaufman, K. Field Guide to Advanced Birding (598 KAU).
O’Brien et al. The Shorebird Guide (598.33 OBR).
Onley, D. & Scofield, P. Albatrosses, Petrels and Shearwaters
(598.43 ONL)
Shirihai, H. Complete guide to Antarctic Wildlife (698.09989
SHI) – birds, whales, seals, etc.
Van Duivendijk, N. Advanced Bird ID Guide: the Western
Palearctic (598 VAN)
Wormworth, J & Sekercioglu, Winged Sentinels: Birds and
Climate Change.
The Library has also obtained copies of two recent DVDs on
Carnaby’s: (1) Steps to Recovery: Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo
Recovery Project by BirdLife Australia and (2) On a Wing and
a Prayer: The Story of a Carnaby’s Cockatoo Family, which
was recently shown on the ABC. Some members may also
be interested to know that the Library has received recent
Management Plans for Bold Park, Lane-Poole, Peel-Yalgorup,
Dryandra and Barrow Island.
Library Hours: Monday to Friday 9:30 – 12:30 pm.
Borrowing procedure: To borrow a book, members should fill
out the card in the pocket at the back of the book and put it
in the receptacle provided on the shelf where the catalogue
is kept. The normal borrowing period is one month.
Stewart Houghton
Hon. Librarian

Confirmation of presence of the Australasian Bittern at
Thomson’s Lake and Forrestdale Lake provide our most
northern confirmed records since the project started in 2007.
None of this work would be possible without the generous
efforts of our volunteers and the DEC staff and funding
by Lotterywest. Thanks to all of you that have helped the
project in 2011/12!
References
Halse, S.A., Pearson, G.B., and Patrick, S. (1993).
‘Vegetation of depth-gauged wetlands in nature reserves
of south-west Western Australia’ Technical Report No.
30, Department of Conservation and Land Management,
Perth.
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White-breasted Whistler, Carnarvon campout (see
report, page 31). Photo by Peter Taylor
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Naming of birds
PHALACROCORACIFORMES (cont.)
Phalacrocoracidae (cormorants)
Literally bald headed ravens. Their likeness to ravens, apart
from their colour and part colour in some, needs some
imagination. With most species the baldness is confined to
the face and not the head; some are crested.
Microcarbo melanoleucos – Little Pied Cormorant.
Micro-small, carbo- black, melas – black and leucos –white,
ie, a small black and white cormorant, exactly what the
English name states. Cormorant is itself a mirror of its Greek
name meaning a crow of the sea and is from the Breton
language of France. We seem to be obsessed by ravens and
crows when it comes to cormorants.
Other names are White-throated Shag, Little River Shag,
Frilled Shag, Little Cormorant, Little Shag, Little Black-andWhite Cormorant, Little Black-and-White Shag. Some people
take offence to this name but it is named thus because of
the shaggy crest some have.
Phalacrocorax carbo – Great Cormorant. Self
explanatory from the previous birds.
Also called Black Cormorant, Black Shag.
Phalacrocorax sulcirostris – Little Black Cormorant.
Sulcus – furrow or groove and rostrum – beak, ie, it has a
grooved bill.
Also called Little Black Shag
Phalacrocorax varius – Pied Cormorant. Varius means
parti-coloured (it does not have to be multicoloured – in
Latin this term can just mean coloured so really could be
applied to anything and relates to the striking black and
white plumage.
Also the Black-and-White Shag, Yellow-faced Cormorant or
Shag, Large Pied Cormorant.
Phalacrocorax fuscescens – Black-faced Cormorant.
Fuscescens – dark, swarthy or fuscous which is very
informative for a shag or cormorant! (Shags are mainly
marine whereas cormorants can frequently be found inland
but this nomenclature has yet to be adopted universally).
Also called Black-faced Shag, Black-and-white Shag, Whitebreasted Cormorant.

CICONIIFORMES (pelicans, storks,
herons and allies)
Ciconia is Latin for a stork – birds in the form of a stork.
Herons, storks, spoonbills and ibises are included here.

Pelecanidae
Pelecanus conspicillatus – Australian Pelican. Latin
pelicānus, from Greek pelekanos, pelican. Conspiculatus
means spectacled and refers to the bare skin around the
eyes. In the European Great White Pelican (and others) the
skin around the eye extends to the bill where in our species
there are feathers in between, thus much more spectacle
like.

Ciconiidae
Ciconia – Latin for stork.
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Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus – Black-necked Stork.
Greek Ephippio, a saddle and rhynchos -bill. (The Saddlebilled Stork of Africa is not surprisingly of the same genus).
The African species is senegalensis. This seems to be a
common epithet for African species and the one here is
asiaticus as it is found in Asia. Stork is from the Teutonic
word, sterk meaning stark, ie, standing rigidly.
This bird is very commonly called the Jabiru in the mistaken
belief that this was its Aboriginal name. Pedants say this
should be reserved for a Brazilian stork as it is from the
native Brazilian language, Tupi, meaning very big. The old
taxonomic name was Jabiru mycteria - mycteria is from the
Greek mukter meaning snout as this bird continually tends
to have its bill upturned as if snouting its neighbours! Also
called the Policeman Bird, probably for similar reasons.

Ardeidae (herons and bitterns)
From the Latin ardea – a heron.
Botaurus poiciloptilus – Australasian Bittern. A bit of
tautology here, bos is Latin for an ox and tauros Greek for
a bull – both relating to its booming call. Interestingly the
French for a bittern is taureau d’étang literally meaning
‘pond bull’. The Greek poicos is for dappled, ie, varying
colours, and Greek ptilos for a feather. The word bittern itself
is of obscure origin but probably from the Middle English
word ‘botor’, a bittern.
Other names are Boomer, Bullhead, Bunyip, Black-backed or
Brown Bittern.
Ixobrychus dubius – Australian Little Bittern. Greek
ixias – reed-like plant and brukhomai, to bellow or roar.
Cf Botaurus above. Whether the Ixo part refers to the
bird’s ability to hide in reeds or its stripes being similar to
reeds is inconsequential. Dubius is Latin for doubtful and
is a commonly used specific name when taxonomists are
unsure whether one or two species exist. Originally the Little
Bittern of Eurasia was considered to be the same species
as the Australian one but they were not completely sure
so used the term doubtful and this specific name has stuck
even when they have been split. As a point of interest the
Eurasian one is Ixobrychus minutus.
Also called the Leech or Minute Bittern – The latter name
could be confused with the Eurasian species.
Ixobrychus sinensis – Yellow Bittern. Sinensis just
means China, where it was first named.
Other names are Chinese or Little Yellow Bittern.
Ixobrychus flavicollis – Black Bittern. Flavus - yellow
and collum – neck. There is a yellow band down the sides of
the neck.
Ardea cinerea – Grey Heron. Ardea is Latin for heron, and
guess what cinerea means - grey. As with most common
birds, heron just means heron and appears in many similar
forms in many current and ancient European languages.
Ardea pacifica – White-necked Heron. Pacifica is not an
ideal name for its distribution as they are a mainly Australian
species with only a few sightings elsewhere, mainly New
Zealand and New Guinea.
Another name is White-necked Crane (not recommended as
it is not a crane). There is also a White-necked Heron (A.
cocoi) found in South America, although it is more correctly
called the Cocoi Heron.
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Naming of birds, ctd
Ardea modesta – Eastern Great Egret. Modesta
just means modest or unassuming. They stand almost
motionless until instilled into movement when catchable
frogs or fish appear, when they strike very quickly. Although
taxonomically the egrets are herons, the term egret itself
comes from the head feather plumes called aigrettes.

Other names are Reef Heron, Sacred Reef Heron, Blue
Heron, Blue Reef Heron, Pacific Heron, White Heron, White
Reef Heron.

Ardea intermedia– Intermediate Egret. The size in the
range of the Palaearctic (including here Australia) white
egrets is identified by their English name as is the specific
name here. HANZAB is at some odds here saying that the
simple translation of the Latin name is best and yet if one
uses this for the Eastern Great Egret, it would be White
Egret, a term disparaged in the same book. The Latin name
for the Little Egret could cause some confusion too (see
E. garzetta). Intermediate just means it is intermediate in
size between the great and the little although it has more
distinguishing features.

Nycticorax caledonicus – Nankeen Night-Heron. Found
obviously in New Caledonia. Nankeen is a yellow or pale
buff cotton originating in Nanking, China and now almost
exclusively refers to the colour of the cloth rather than the
cloth itself. Cf Nankeen Kestrel.

Ardea sumatrana – Great-billed Heron, ie, a heron from
Sumatra.

Plegadis falcinellus – Glossy Ibis. Plegas is Greek for a
sickle and falcinellus is Latin for a small scythe. Thus again a
tautological name, both referring to the bill shape.

Also called Alligator bird, Sumatran Heron, Dusky-grey
Heron, Giant Heron, Bull-bittern.
Ardea ibis – Cattle Egret. Ibis both Latin and Greek for an
ibis; the Cattle Egret is not at all ibis like. Are any of the
herons?
Also called the Buff-backed Heron, presumably from the
orangey colour sometimes present.
Butoroides striata – Striated Heron. The Middle English for a
bittern is butor. It also means a boor or an oaf in French, not
very complimentary to the heron. Also it is a masculine word
and Latinised names, by convention, should be feminine.
Oides, from Greek eidos, form, like and striatus – Latin for
striped, striated.
Other names are Green-backed Heron, Little Green Heron,
Mangrove Heron, Red Mangrove Bittern, Red Mangrove
Heron, Johnny Mangrove, Mangrove Jack, Thick-billed Bittern
and Green Heron.
Ardeola bacchus – Chinese Pond Heron. Bacchus, the
Greek God of wine, refers to the reddish head.
Ardeola speciosa – Javan Pond Heron. Speciousus
means splendid.
Egretta picata – Pied Heron. Egretta – small egret.
In Latin pica is a magpie thus picata means magpie-like,
relating to the pied (white and black) characteristic.
Also called Allied Egret, Pied Egret, White-headed Egret.
Egretta novaehollandiae – White-faced Heron.
This bird is also found in Indonesia and New Guinea so
novaehollandiae (Australia) is not quite accurate.
Other names are White-fronted Heron (this is confusing with
the White-necked Heron) and Blue Crane (not a good name
as it is neither blue nor a crane).
Egretta garzetta – Little Egret. The term garzetta has
proven to be very difficult to find but it appears to be the
modern Latin term (contrived?) for Little Egret.
Also called Lesser or Spotless Egret (Why? What egret is
spotted?).

Nycticorax nycticorax – Black-crowned Night-Heron.
Nux is Greek for night and crax a crow. The likeness to a
crow relates to their call rather than appearance.

Also called the Rufous Heron (probably a more apt name for
its colour) but the recommended name is Nankeen.

Threskiornithidae (ibis and spoonbills)
Literally religious birds.

Also called the Black Curlew. To be avoided as it is not a
curlew.
Threskiornis molucca – Australian White Ibis. This bird
was split from the Sacred Ibis (Threskiornis aethiopicus)
of Africa, which was deified by the Ancient Egyptians. The
specific name says these birds were named from those found
in the Molluccas.
Also called Sacred (erroneously), Australian, White, Blackheaded or Black-necked Ibis.
Threskiornis spinicollis – Straw-necked Ibis. Spinus
spine or thorn and collum neck. The neck feathers from a
distance look like stalks of straw.
Also called the Dry Weather Bird, Farmers Friend and Letter
Bird.
Platalea regia – Royal Spoonbill. Cicero gave the term
Platalea to the spoonbill. Regia is royal. This bird is quite
handsome and the very black parts contrasting with the
white feathers may imply a regal look to some eyes.
Also called the Black-billed Spoonbill.
Platalea flavipes – Yellow-billed Spoonbill. The specific
name refers to the yellow feet not the yellow bill – rather
anomalous!
The other name is Yellow-legged Spoonbill. Thus are the
vagaries of Latinised names to the accepted common name.
Addendum
Dr Ian Abbott has added a couple of facts about the
nomenclature in the last article on “The Naming of Birds”.
These are:
1. Pseudobulweria – pseudo is often used when a new
species doesn’t quite fit comfortably into an existing genus
(in this case, Bulweria, a genus of petrels).
2. Lugens – mourning dress is black, so this epithet is often
used if a new species is black or has dark coloration.
Iuvencus

Egretta sacra – Eastern Reef Egret. Sacra – holy – the
early Polynesians considered them sacred birds.
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Members’ contributions
Lake Kogolup crake quest and
Quenda
For several months I have been seeking the three crake
species that are known to occur in the southwest of
Western Australia and Perth. I did manage to find Australian
Spotted Crakes several times but visits to places that were
reported as having all three species has always resulted in
disappointment other than the Australian Spotted Crake.
That is until I read the proposed outing to Kogolup Lake for
February 19. The area was reputed to have all three crakes,
so I thought I would try to find my own way there with the
hope of adding the other species to my list of Australian
birds.
Not having been to the area before, I wasn't exactly sure
where to go, so I went through the gate into Thomson’s
Lake reserve, getting a good view of a Red-capped Parrot
as I walked down the hill through the forest to the lake. Of
course, there wasn't much to see at Thomson’s Lake because
the water has been gone for over a month now.
After my false start I managed to find the southern part
of Kogolup Lake and walked around the margin looking
for those ever elusive crakes. I found a couple of Spotless
Crakes along the eastern side of the lake but it was difficult
to get a clear view of them amongst the bull-rushes, Typha
sp. There was an Australian Spotted Crake in the same area
(see photos, pages 2 and 26).
I circumnavigated the southern lake and when I got to the
south-west corner I found an area that had been cleared of
rushes. It was there that I found lots of crakes, including
all three species. I did my best to get photos of them with
some success, but the patchy cloud and dappled sunlight on
constantly moving birds made getting good images a bit of a
challenge.
Besides the three crakes I also saw a Buff-banded Rail
amongst the bull-rushes and a Quenda (Southern Brown
Bandicoot) came along the edge of the lake, foraging under
the leaf litter near the water's edge. At times, all I could see
was a bump where the Quenda was completely under the
leaf litter.
Other interesting birds around the lake included a Nankeen
Night-Heron, a Sacred Kingfisher and a Swamp Harrier.
There was no chance of getting a photo of the latter bird, as
much as I would have liked to.
So after several months, I have succeeded in seeing all three
species of crake that occur in the Perth area. I succeeded
with my Lake Kogolup crake quest with a complimentary
Quenda. You try saying that after you've had a few glasses
of wine.
Barry Heinrich

TAWNY FROGMOUTH
My husband first spotted a Tawny Frogmouth on a nest
about 14 November 2011 while I was away. It was on a
tatty looking, mostly dead branch sticking right out in the
open over the cycle path through Shepherds Bush Reserve
in Kingsley. We watched it over the next few weeks as
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we walked our
dog and finally in
mid-December we
believed we had
seen a young bird.
On 22 December
we had clear views
of the adult with
two juveniles and I
went back with the
camera on 23 and
25 December to take
some pictures.

Adult Tawny Frogmouth
with two juveniles,
Kingsley. Photo by Linda
Fotherspoon

They were beautifully
set against the blue
sky in the early
morning and I cannot
think of a worse place
for hiding a nest! It seemed so conspicuous from the path
for those of us who are constantly on the watch for birds,
but I suppose most people aren’t interested and didn’t notice
it. Approaching it from the other direction, though, you could
hardly see them unless you knew exactly where the nest
was, as their mottled plumage is such good camouflage.
About the end of December they had all disappeared and we
spoke with another couple who were looking up at the nest
and they told us they had seen the adult with one juvenile
up higher in the tree the day before and had some concerns
about the local resident Australian Hobby having taken the
other juvenile. We did not see any of the birds again. Is it
likely that an Australian Hobby might have taken perhaps the
smaller juvenile? It seems unlikely that it could fly.
Linda Wotherspoon

REGENT PARROTS
Soon after relocating from Perth to Dalyellup, a new
development just a few kilometres south of Bunbury, I was
surprised and delighted to hear the unmistakable squawks
of Regent Parrots flying over my house. I was to see them
on a daily basis, mostly early morning and late afternoon,
sometimes just pairs and others as small flocks of six to
eight. I also saw, from my front verandah on two occasions,
a flock of about 20, being chased by a Square-tailed Kite. At
the end of summer the numbers dwindled and I heard only
the occasional one over the winter months.
There must be a good source of food to be found in the
coastal vegetation here, as this summer has seen the birds
return in even bigger numbers. While taking my early
morning walks by some nearby small lakes, I can usually see
small groups of seven to nine sometimes including juveniles
being fed, resting on the bare branches protruding above
the leafy canopy of some of the trees there. Later in the
morning they prefer more cover. While watching one of these
groups, they were joined by a large flock of about 40 birds.
They soon covered every available perching spot on the bare
branches of the tree. As the rays of the early morning sun
highlighted their lovely colours of both feather and beak,
they made a beautiful sight and I felt so privileged to have
been able to witness it.
Mavis Norgard
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BIRDS TO WATCH IN SOUTH
AMERICA
I enjoyed reading Dusty Millar’s letter in the December
WABN on a visit to Peru, having returned myself from a visit
to South America, a month or so earlier.
I confirm that South America is becoming an increasingly
popular travel destination for birdwatchers thanks to the
region’s diverse habitats and unique species.
South America boasts several unique birds, such as
hummingbirds, motmots, toucans, climbers, manakins,
tanagers, warblers and orioles. Some families are large, like
the Fumariidae family with 218 species including the Rufous
Homero (Ovenbird) with its unique nest and the Tyrannidae
family with 380 species including flycatchers, kiskadees and
tyrranulets. The tropics offer the greater diversity but Chile
and Argentina are home to birds that can only be observed
in the forests of Patagonia, such as the Austral Parakeet, Red
Hummingbird and Araucanian Dove (Chilean Pigeon).
South America offers both a great diversity of birds and
many native species. There are 1885 species in Columbia,
76 of which are endemic, like the Yellow-headed Manakin
and the Velvet-fronted Euphonia. Peru has 1872 species with
131 endemic birds including White-winged Turkey, Blacknecked Woodpecker and 20 species of hummingbird. Ecuador
has 1616 species and most of the 52 endemics live on the
Galapagos Islands, such as the Woodpecker Finch. Argentina
has 1050 species, including 23 endemics such as the Hooded
Grebe and the Sandy Gallito. For its part, Chile has 439
species with 11 endemics such as the Juan Fernandez TitTyrant.
Birds are even icons of folklore in South America. Species
like the Andean Condor, the Nandu (Lesser Rhea), the
Southern Screamer and the Red-legged Seriema are only
found in this region and each has a unique history.
Useful English language websites: Colombia (www.proaves.
org), Ecuador(www avesconservacion.org) and Peru (www.
visitperu.com/birds-esp.htm).
Graham Wooller

BIRDING IN THE NORTHERN
WHEATBELT
There is no doubt that 2011 was a very good year for rainfall
in the South West Land Division, and this was certainly so
in the Murchison and wheatbelt regions. A colleague of mine
from WABBA (Wheatbelt Avon Branch of BirdLife Australia),
who has visited the Murchison area regularly for the past 60
years, stated to me that 2011 was the best for birds seen in
that area for 30 years.
So it was on 27 August 2011 my wife Elaine and I travelled
to Inering Hills, Carnamah, for a farm stay with BirdLife
Australia members, Pauline and Peter Wittwer. Our main
aim was to see a bird I have been trying to locate for a long
time, the Ground Cuckoo-shrike.
On arrival at the farm we were treated to the resounding
calls of the Rufous Songlark, which appeared everywhere.
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This was a common bird around my property in Toodyay
about ten years ago until, I presume, new dwellings
springing up caused its decline.
Pauline showed us around the properties, and in a period of
about three hours we had sighted 40 species, including the
Ground Cuckoo-shrike, which was breeding. Another notable
was the Pied Honeyeater which was feeding in a hakea on
the road verge. This was a first sighting for Pauline in this
area.
The country throughout the trip was in prime condition, and
I would encourage anyone to have a look at this area in the
spring, it is certainly worthwhile.
The accommodation on the farm was excellent, and the
hosts very obliging. To top this weekend off, when we
arrived home, we were greeted with the song of the Rufous
Songlark, which stayed all spring — fantastic.
Max Howard

WHITE-BREASTED ROBIN
DEFLECTION OF ATTACK DISPLAY
As in so many gardens in which plantings of nectar producing
cultivars enables honeyeaters to thrive, the other small and
not so small species in our Witchcliffe garden furtively go
about their business, constantly at risk of attack.

“... all other birds enter at their own risk...”
With two pairs of New Holland Honeyeaters still nesting in
mid February, one with eggs in the front garden and one with
nestlings in the back, all other birds enter at their own risk.
Seated on the veranda, we were impressed but not surprised
as a Western Rosella, feeding on Callistemon flowers, shot
away squawking after having a honeyeater land, pecking on
its back. What then the chances of a dignified, placid Whitebreasted Robin as it hopped onto a rock, left of stage? But
instead of taking flight when confronted with the almost
immediate, inevitable New Holland Honeyeater attack, the
White-breasted Robin dropped flat onto the rock, wings and
tail out-spread. It held this position immobile for several
seconds while the honeyeater stood over it with what one
can only describe as a look of confusion, before flying off
to more pressing matters. The robin rose to its feet and
continued to forage in the vicinity, unmolested.
HANZAB does not describe any other observations of this
behaviour for White-breasted Robins. Although similar in
position to an anti-predator distraction display with both
wings spread, this ‘crouching display’ was characterised by
the bird’s immobility and extreme flattening of the body,
as often used by young magpies when ‘play fighting’. The
success of this approach for the robin may be to remove
the cues by which a honeyeater recognises an intruder,
deflecting the attack as the robin moved into the territory
which then enabled the robin to continue to forage within the
honeyeater’s territory.
Boyd Wykes
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RED-TAILED BLACK-COCKATOOS AT
MORANGUP
Since the end of May 2011, between 30 and 40 Red-tailed
Black-Cockatoos have been seen on ours and neighbouring
properties at Morangup. At times they have roosted on
our property. This may not seem unusual but two nearby
residents who have been living in the area for 15 years and
one resident for ten years, say they have not seen these
birds here before.
The Toodyay Herald has reported a reader seeing Red-tailed
Black-Cockatoos at Julimar Estate, which is 15 km northwest of Toodyay.
Since the arrival of the Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos in May
2011, they have either roosted on our 25 acre property
or neighbouring properties in Morangup. At the time of
writing in mid-April 2012, numbers of these cockatoos have
decreased to around 20 individuals. The flock has consisted
of paired adult birds with immatures. During spring, adult
Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos and Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos
were seen entering hollows on our property but no nesting
occurred. Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos are regularly seen in
the area and feed on seeds of Marri (Corymbia calophylla),
Parrot Bush (Banksia sessilis) and Pingle (B. squarrosa).
‘The Handbook of Western Australian Birds Volume 1’
(Johnstone and Storr 1998), describes the distribution of
the Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo as north to Gingin (formerly
Dandaragan) and east to Mt Helena (formerly Toodyay).
Morangup is north-east of Mt Helena.
The reason for the dispersal to part of the Red-tailed BlackCockatoo’s former range is probably
due to the abundant supply of its
main food source, the Marri nut.
Marri flowered profusely during
February and March 2011, resulting
in trees loaded with fruit. Red-tailed
Black-Cockatoos continue to feed
on Marri seeds, but during the first
three months of 2012 they were
also seen to break many branches
of Jarrah trees seeking the seeds of
these trees.
Reference
Johnstone, R. E., and Storr, G. M.
(1998). ‘Handbook of Western
Australian Birds. Volume I. Nonpasserines (Emu to Dollarbird).’
(Western Australian Museum:
Perth.)

it manoeuvred effortlessly in the moderate easterly breeze
until it was directly overhead and about 15 m up. While
looking down intently the bird maintained position overhead,
barely moving its wings but using the tail a lot. During this
time I was treated to a rare view of the underwing pattern.
After a minute or so, the bird decided to land in a small
tree no more than 20 m in front of me but only about 5 m
above the ground. Its huge bill and large yellow eye were
impressive and we stared at each other for at least half a
minute (it seemed longer) before it launched into the air and
flew back over the lake to join the second bird.
Peter Sandilands

PROBABLE MUSK DUCK / HARDHEAD
HYBRID
On 7 February 2009 a Hardhead was observed with two
unusual looking young at Kogolup Swamp (see photographs).
A week later the young were still at the lake without the
adult and were observed for some time. One of the young
always had its tail up and essentially looked like a Hardhead
but had a bill shaped like a Musk Duck, while the other
always had its tail down. It seemed likely that the young
were the result of a hybridisation event. However, during the
lengthy observation at this time, neither of the young birds
flew, dabbled or dived so it was difficult to determine what
species they may have been hybridised with.
On 6 February 2012 I was lucky
to observe what looked like the
‘tail down’ young at Kogolup
Swamp. While I was unable to get
publishable photographs on this
occasion, the rich brown plumage
was very much the same as the
young bird seen in 2009. I was able
to observe the bird for some time.
It was often with two female Musk
Ducks and its profile was identical
to the female Musk Ducks except
that it sat about two centimetres
higher in the water. I did not see it
fly but on a few occasions it flapped
its wings and the wings were shaped
like those of Musk Ducks or Bluebilled Ducks. I observed it on several
occasions diving under the water for
long periods.

Allan and Sandy Rose

Given the profile, behaviour and
wing shape it appears likely that
Hardhead with Musk Duck/
this duck is a Hardhead x Musk
Duck hybrid. HANZAB notes there
Hardhead hybrid young (top) and
are no known records for Musk
hybrid young (above), Kogolup.
Duck hybridisation and given the
Photos by Robyn Pickering
differences between the two species
it would seem to be an unlikely
pairing. For the Hardhead HANZAB
has only recorded a possible
While in the central wheatbelt in
hybridisation
with
an
Australasian
Shoveler, based on a
early May, I visited Lake Campion where an adult Wedgespecimen in the South Australian Museum.
tailed Eagle took a keen interest in my presence. One of a
Robyn Pickering
pair that had been patrolling over the dried-out lake area,

WEDGE-TAILED EAGLE
UP CLOSE
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PERENTIE — NO LONGER
KING OF THE ISLAND?

temperature for the eggs was 37 degrees.
The incubation continued for about 2 ½
weeks.
As hatching drew closer concerns surfaced
about how we were going to raise the
chicks. It was decided to take the eggs
to a large aviary where King Quail were
sitting on eggs. Anne delivered all three
Hooded Plover eggs in a mobile incubator
to Steve’s place on 26 November 2011.
The Hooded Plover eggs were placed under
an incubating King Quail and her eggs
were removed and placed under another
incubating King Quail.

On 19 December 2011, we undertook a
shorebird survey at Bandicoot Bay, at the
southern end of Barrow Island.

While counting the mixed flock of birds,
we observed a large adult Perentie
(Varanus giganteus) moving down to the
beach, near some of the smaller, resting
Perentie – King of the
migratory shorebirds including Greater
Island?
Sand Plovers and Red-necked Stints. The
small birds appeared wary of the Perentie
After the Hooded Plover eggs were placed
and occasionally shuffled away from it.
in the now empty King Quail’s nest, the
Suddenly a flock of about 80 Australian
female walked around the nest for several
Pied Oystercatchers roosting at least 30
minutes before settling in on the Hooded
metres away all marched quickly over to
Plover eggs. The nest was rechecked
the Perentie, like an army of soldiers. The
an hour later and the female was now
birds did not attack the Perentie, nor called
sitting tight and incubating the eggs. On
or made any noise, they just used their
27 November 2011 the female King Quail
power of numbers to remind the Perentie
was checked at 5:30 am in the morning
whose beach it was. It was effective, as the
and was sitting tight, and the male was
Perentie slowly retreated back behind the
Shorebird roost at
vigorously defending the nest against other
dune. The Perentie occasionally attempted
Bandicoot Bay. Photos by birds; so far so good. On 28 November
to re-enter the beach, only to be greeted
2011 the first of the eggs hatched early in
by the oystercatchers who continued to
Kim Onton
the morning.
monitor the Perentie’s movements and
maintain their presence. The Perentie
Steve reported that the King Quail was
eventually moved on and the oystercatchers
fiercely defending them and that there was
and other shorebirds went on to feed as their intertidal
hatching activity in the remaining eggs. He left for work,
feeding habitat became available with the receding tide.
having supplied the ‘Quail’ family with suitable food.
The Perentie is locally known as the ‘King of the Island’, but
On 29 November 2011 bad news came through: the quail
it appears the oystercatchers rule the beach. It was also
had rejected the chicks and two did not survive. The
an interesting observation of Barrow’s resident shorebirds
last remaining chick was taken into intensive care. Jenni
perhaps looking out for their visiting migratory cousins.
managed to bring the last chick up to walking strength but
Kim Onton and Paul Connolly, was still not convinced that it would survive. We looked for
DEC Barrow Island Nature Reserve nesting Hooded Plovers but were unable to locate any.

ATTEMPT TO HAND-REAR
A HOODED PLOVER
Heavy rain in the catchment area of the Bremer River started
a chain of events that would impact on a pair of Hooded
Plovers that had just started to nest on the Wellstead
estuary flats. As the rain continued, water levels started to
rise rapidly, causing the Wellstead estuary to flood. This in
turn put the Hooded Plover nest with three eggs at risk. A
decision had to be made — let the flood waters wash the
nest away or try and rescue the eggs.
We are not completely sure when the Hooded Plover started
incubating or when the eggs were laid, but we believe it was
around 28 to 30 October 2011. The eggs were saved and
taken directly to an incubator after a short car trip of about
3 km. It was an automatic turning incubator so the eggs
were turned regularly until about Thursday when they were
turning themselves. The humidity was not recorded as the
incubator did not have this feature. A small bowl of water
was placed below the eggs to put humidity in the air. The
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The baby chick was still alive despite all odds. It was named
Yay Wellstead and was doing well eating termites and
insects. We started discussions about releasing it into a
Hooded Plover flock on private land somewhere. Jenni had
planned some talks with the students at the local Bremer
and Gairdner schools. The Hooded Plover chick could be
the drawcard to get the students interested and be a good
promotion for beach bird conservation.
Suddenly everything changed and we lost the chick on 4
December 2011. It just really quickly went downhill and
died within about an hour. We are not sure what happened
or why but imagine it had something to do with the huge
change in weather and the fact that it was really hard to get
the temperature correct on hot days. The only other thing
that changed was a switch to a new source of termites but
it’s difficult to see why that would have been a problem.
Anyway, everyone did everything they could and we learnt
a lot that would be useful if this happens again (which it
hopefully won’t). At least we now know the eggs can hatch
and be viable.
Incubation
The incubation period of Hooded Plovers, at 30 days, is one
of the longest of Australian plovers. Perth Zoo recommended
incubating the eggs at a temperature of around 36 degrees
Celsius as this is the temperature they have incubated
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kept flying back to the cages in which they were
reared. Phillip Island Nature Park has also held
Hooded Plover adults short-term in temperature
regulated cages with meal worms.

Banded Lapwings at, successfully in the past.
The eggs should be turned at least five times
daily, but if the incubator is automatic this will
not be necessary. The eggs should be left and
not turned at 27 days incubation, with a spike
in the humidity at the same time, somewhere
around 75%.
Food
Steve has had some success in the past
in rearing similar species such as Banded
Lapwings and Black-fronted Dotterels. These
birds were reared on termites, which are
small, easy to digest and high in protein. Fresh
termites were obtained from nearby bush.
We also have access to various species of
macro-invertebrates and other natural Hooded
Plover food sources from a local salt lake. The
Adelaide Zoo had experience in raising Hooded
Plover chicks — the meal worms were well
received (would have to be cut up small to start
with, I suppose).
Tina, who has had a lot of experience in raising
waterbirds, commented that if the eggs hatch
there is a good chance of rearing them but not
solely on meal worms. Meal worms are very
fatty but don’t have enough protein for young
birds. Earlier this year she had raised a Buffbanded Rail from a day old chick to adulthood
successfully with a combination of meal worms
put in a mix of Wombaroo insectivore mix and
pollard, and live crickets which can be bought
commercially. As a wildlife carer she had raised
many ducklings including Australian Wood
Duck, Australian Shelduck and Pacific Black
Duck successfully and all needed high protein
food. Access to meal worms proved a real
problem in some of the smaller country towns.

1. Hooded Plover
chick day after
quail rejected.

Tina mentioned that her main concern in raising
Hooded Plovers is the soft release needed with
any hand reared wildlife. This is where the
animal is released into the wild but still fed by
the carer but taught to forage for themselves.
This can be for a few weeks. Some survival
behaviour is instinctive but some is taught by
the parents. This would be difficult with Hooded
Plovers on a beach or lake.

2. Second day
before eating by
itself.

3. The HP chick
eating on its own.

Nest relocation
There have been a number of successful
examples of nests being gradually moved
or raised to escape tides, etc, and that may
be a good future option depending on the
circumstances. In our case the water levels
rose too quickly to consider this option.

The reintroduction of either the eggs or the
chicks back to a beach nest as soon as possible
was considered. Would neighbouring birds show
aggression towards the new chicks? We were
aware of some cases of brood amalgamation
both in Western Australia and the eastern states.
In 2002, three chicks were joined up with two on
an adjacent beach successfully.

In the end we considered releasing the chicks
once fledged into one of the large groups of
Hooded Plover that congregate around the local
salt lakes. Food resources are plentiful and the
flocks comprise both young and adult birds
and the groups remain at the site for lengthy
periods. Young birds would hopefully adapt
quickly?
Unfortunately we did not have the opportunity
to test this option.
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BLUE MAGPIES AND
PAINTED STORKS

Another thing that has been done in New
South Wales is making a stack of sandbags and
4. The HP chick
Sri Lanka produces some beautiful blue
putting the nest on top of these to cope with
having some
gemstones — sapphires, topazes and
floods. I don’t think this is a good idea as the
exercise
on
the
aquamarines. It has another blue gem, a
nest becomes a beacon to predators, but what
stunningly beautiful Blue Magpie. I was able to
carpet. All photos
could be done was to do this pre-release of a
see the Blue Magpie on a recent 16 day wild life
water/flooding event, and replace real eggs
by Marcus Singor
tour of the island with my wife and five other
with quail eggs or false eggs (in the United
tourists.
States of America they use model fake eggs to
put under their plovers if a flood is coming) and
Our tour started in Colombo from where we
take the real eggs to an incubator. Then once
proceeded inland to the Kitulgala Rainforest where we
flood is gone, they restore the nest site to as it was before
stayed for two days at a lodge on a bank of the Kelani River.
and put the real eggs back.
The river and adjoining forests presented us with a variety
Release
What to do with the young Hooded Plovers when fledged was
foremost on our mind and advice was sought. The release
was going to be our biggest challenge. The Hooded Plover
raised at the Adelaide Zoo had lots of behavioural problems
— interacting with shoes, etc! New Zealand Shore Plovers
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of sightings. We managed to see several species of forest
birds, including the attractive blue and brown coloured
White-throated Kingfisher, a Green-billed Coucal and a pair
of nesting Chestnut-backed Owlets. We then proceeded to
another area of rainforest called the Sinharaja Rainforest
where we stayed for another two days. Whilst there we
were taken into the Sinharaja National Park to an area
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where a Senendib Scops Owl was known to roost. Our guide
managed to find it and we were then guided one by one
up a steep forest slope to see this rare bird, said to be the
world’s rarest owl. The following day we were taken to a
different area of the park to a track at a higher level. This
time our guide was able to take us down a muddy slope to
see a pair of roosting Sri Lankan Frogmouths. They are much
smaller than our Tawny Frogmouths. The male is grey and
the female a more brown colour. Further along the track we
located our blue gem.
The Sri Lankan Blue Magpie is a member of the Corvidae
family. It is mainly bright blue with a red bill and red eyering. Its head and neck are chestnut. It has a long tail, the
upper side of which is blue and the underside white ending
with a white tip. Initially, we saw only one of them, but later
another two arrived to join the photography session (see
photo, page 2).
From the inland forests we travelled south where we visited
three lowland national parks, Bundala, Yala and Udawalawa.
For birding, Bundala was by far the best with a tremendous
variety of birds. These included egrets, storks, herons, thickknees and spoonbills, several raptor species, three species
of bee-eaters, two species of lapwings and a good range of
resident and migratory waders.
Disregarding two vagrants, Sri Lanka has five species of
storks, the Asian Openbill being the most common. It has
a characteristic gap between its mandibles when the bill is
closed. The Painted Stork, however, is the more striking.
Its feathers are predominantly white with some black on its
wings and under the wings. Its facial skin is an orange pink
and it has pink legs. Add to this colouring some long, pink
feathers which droop over its tail and the reason for its name
becomes obvious (see photo, page 2).

A rare sighting in Yala National Park was a nesting Jerdon’s
Nightjar. Its nest was located on the ground in what
remained of an old buffalo pad. It was extremely well
camouflaged and we were lucky to see it. From a few
metres it looked like a discarded bit of wood. Only the
sun’s reflection from its eye revealed otherwise. It made no
movement whilst we photographed it from the vehicles.
Sri Lanka has its own robins, similar in size, stature and
habits to our robins. We saw the Indian Blue Robin, the
White-rumped Shama, the Oriental Magpie Robin, Pied
Bushchats and the Black-backed Robin with its “now you see
them, now you don’t” red underpants!
On our travels our group managed to see 199 different
species, many of which were endemic to Sri Lanka. Besides
the above-mentioned birds, other prized sightings were the
Indian Roller, Eurasian Hoopoe, Red-backed Woodpecker,
Brown-headed and Yellow-fronted Barbets, Malabar Pied
Hornbill, Black-hooded Oriole, Flame Minivet, Pheasant-tailed
Jacana, Asian Paradise Flycatcher and Dull-blue Flycatcher.
There are more than 400 bird species in Sri Lanka and
along its coast. A good variety of mammals and reptiles
can also be seen in its national parks, including elephants,
leopards, buffaloes, deer, mongooses, several species of
monkeys, freshwater and estuarine crocodiles, land and
water monitors, squirrels and bats. For the archaeologist, it
has a wealth of ruins dating back hundreds of years. And if
you like tropical fruit or curried food, it really is a place worth
visiting.
Dusty Millar
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Crossword No. 11
CLUES

by Pam Agar

Across
1

2

3

4

5

1.
3.
8.

6

7
8

9

13

14

10

11

15

12

16
17

18

19

20
21

22

23

24

25

18.
20.
22.
23.
26.
27.
28.
30.
31.

26

27
28

30

9.
11.
13.
15.
17.

29

31

It’s difficult, but cockatoos can be … in captivity.
Gape colour of one honeyeater.
Number of eggs laid by a cuckoo in a single host’s
nest.
Crown colour of northern wren species.
Boobooks choose thick foliage for this.
Likely nest-site of some seabirds.
Light in colour.
Cayley’s What Bird Is That? was … published in
1931.
Degree of occurrence.
Excursion site in Joondalup.
A honeyeater is a possible one for a Pallid Cuckoo.
You may need more to convince an expert.
May disturb insects for feeding egret.
Finch with barred tail.
May undertake a project as part of a degree.
Describes tail of most terns.
The great-winged species breeds along the south
coast of WA.

Down
2.
4.
5.
6.
7.
10.
12.
14.
16.
17.
19.
21.
24.
25.
29.

Young wader.
Remember.
Musical instrument, giving name to a large songbird.
Is Australia a signatory of the Ramsar Treaty?
Wing colour of northern species of Kookaburra.
Officially a wader but often seen in farm paddocks.
Birds have but one, briefly.
Diving Bird.
Secretive waterbird.
Official family name of Australian Kestrel and Grey
Falcon.
Wing colour, giving name to pigeon species.
Soft covering developed for warmth.
Large feeding parties of cormorants.
It may be illegal, but it still occurs with rare species.
Digit of foot.

See page 42 for Answers

Spotless Crake (above) and Buff-banded Rail,
Kogolup Lake (see report, page 20). Photos by
Barry Heinrich

New WA members
The following WA people joined BirdLife Australia during
the period 1 February to 30 April 2012. We look forward
to meeting you at our excursions and general meetings.
B Alexander, R Alexander, E Biggs, S Brealey,
N Brown, V Cartledge, D Court, Bob Dawson, W De
Bruijn, B Demetrios, R Ellis, B Evers, C Fleay,
T Fothergill, R Francis, S Hansen, E Harwood,
A Henderson, A Hide, P Jones, D Letham, L Letham,
Y Lodjeng, R McCartney, V Murphy, R Paynter, J Pearse,
S Plozza, H Raudino, A Reid, R Renner, D Shrempton,
L Shrempton, A Skead, T Smurthwaite,T Snazell,
H Stappenbelt, C Steele, J Steele, J Turpin and T Zani.
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Notices
ADVANCED BIRD ID CLASSES

VENUE: WA ECO CENTRE
16 - 17 June and 14 - 15 July 2012
The BirdLife WA Community Education Committee
will be offering another opportunity to learn more
about identification, field marks, characteristics and
bird sounds to add to your enjoyment of birds.The
following classes will be held in June and July at
the WA ECO CENTRE, 167 Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat, WA 6014.
Presenters:
John Blyth, Frank O’Connor, Rod
			Smith and Brice Wells
Date:

Sat - June 16th Endemic Australian
Families.
		
Sun - June 17th Wrens and 		
			Acanthizas
Sat July 14th Birds of Conservation
Significance
Sun July 15th Raptors, Nightbirds
and Rallidae

Registration: 8.45am
Class:		
9.00am – 12.30pm –morning tea
			provided
Cost:		

$12 per class, to be paid on the day.

Bookings: Phone the BirdLife Western Australia
office on 9383 7749 during office hours
Mon-Fri 9.30 am – 12.30 pm
or email: wa@birdlife.org.au
State your name, a contact number,
email address and the date of the sessions
you wish to attend.

Bookings for Congelin/Dryandra
Members are advised that the Congelin Dam
camp site, used for Dryandra, will need to be
booked through the Narrogin office of the
Department of Environment and Conservation
(DEC) as from January 1st 2013.
Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 142 June 2012

Assistant Warden position opening
at Broome Bird Observatory

An opportunity has arisen at the Broome Bird Observatory
for a volunteer to take up an Assistant Warden’s role
commencing in June and going through to late November.
A reasonable food and living allowance is provided along
with a contribution to travel expenses involved in getting to
Broome.
The role includes living at the observatory and working
in a small team environment. Duties include conducting
birdwatching tours (training provided), daily cleaning and
facility maintenance, running the small shop and taking
accommodation reservations and tour bookings plus
assisting with ongoing research.
It is essential that applicants hold a ‘C’ class driver’s license
(or equivalent) with no restrictions and be immediately
eligible to apply for an ‘F’ class endorsement (requires a
minimum of four years’ licensed driving experience).
For further information please contact the BBO Warden
Kath Southwell on 08 9193 5600
or email your application to broome@birdlife.org.au

Rangelands surveys 2012
The dates for this year’s Rangelands Surveys have been set as 14
to 29 July. We have some venues under consideration but are
waiting for the end of the cyclone season to make a final decision.
For an excellent report on the 2010 surveys from a participant’s
viewpoint please see David Bell’s article on page 30 of the last
issue (December 2011) of WABN.
For further information, to make a suggestion or to add your
name to the list, please contact one of the following:
Alyson & Ed (9299 6283)
or Roma & David (9407 8938)
or Pam & George (9457 2292)
or Ruth and John (9348 2098)

Black-Cockatoo road kills
Roadside kills are continuing to
threaten black-cockatoo populations in
metro and regional areas.
To try and gauge the extent of this problem, if
you notice the results of such an event, could you
please note the location, species and number of
dead black-cockatoos then email this information
to Matt Fossey, Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo Recovery
Project.
Email: matt.fossey@birdlife.org.au
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Country branches
ALBANY BRANCH
14 February: Lake Powell/Wilson Inlet

never observed before. A brief trip to Normans Inlet added
Pacific Gull and Caspian Tern to the list. Shearwaters were
flying offshore. As there were no signs of the wind abating
we decided to return to Albany and swapped sea views for a
lovely spot overlooking the Kalgan River where
fairy-wrens and scrubwrens accompanied us at
lunchtime.

We started our excursion at Lake Powell where the initial
excitement was caused by a good-sized Tiger Snake near
the bird hide. The access track was recently
cleaned up, allowing for an easy approach to
the hide. The number and variety of waterbirds
was fairly modest, so we quickly moved on
to Morley Beach at Wilson Inlet. Again, we
10 April: Porongurups
were disappointed with only a few shorebird
It felt more like the middle of summer when
species present. A highlight was certainly the
we arrived in the Porongurups and as a result
Eastern Curlew a few of us saw further along
our usual favourite birding spots were fairly
Morley Beach. As far as we are aware this is a
quiet. We saw some Regent Parrots fly past at
first for this site. We continued on to the east
the northern end of Millinup Pass and a Scarlet
side of Wilson Inlet where we were rewarded
Robin was intent on showing off its beautiful
with good views of all kinds of waterfowl
colours. Morning tea at the Twin Creek Reserve
including cormorants, ducks, herons, egrets
Juvenile Western
picnic area was interrupted by an immature
and spoonbills. Great-crested Grebes were also
Yellow Robin.
Western Yellow Robin and a small flock of
present in numbers with more than 15 birds
Photo by John Dart
Varied Sittellas, but there was not much else
counted. At nearby Lake Nenamup we admired
to see. With the temperature rising we decided
Black-winged Stilts. We travelled to Torbay
to head to the shade of the Karri forest south
Hall for lunch where we found many different
of
the
Porongurups,
but were unable to add anything new
bushbirds including Red-eared Firetail and Red-winged Fairyto our list. The tally for the day was only 34 species and
wren. Our total species count for the day was 71.
equalled the day's temperature.

13 March: Manypeaks

Doug Russell, whose property contains the easternmost
stand of Karri forest, kindly invited us to visit his patch of
protected bushland in the Manypeaks area. Strong winds
made it somewhat difficult to spot the birds, but we soon
found Spotted Pardalote, White-breasted Robin and Western
White-naped Honeyeater.
The adjacent lake held a variety of waterbirds including
Australasian Shoveler, Yellow-billed Spoonbill and Blackfronted Dotterel. Highlight for all of us was the sighting of
three Wood Sandpipers, a species many in the group had

Future outings
Excursions will take place on Tuesday 10 July, 14 August and
11 September. More details about destinations, where to
meet, etc, will be made available on BirdLife WA E-news. You
can also check the Albany Bird Group's website:
http://sites.google.com/site/albanybirds/Home
Excursion leaders will be either Ray Garstone (Ph: 9844
7540), Brad Kneebone (Ph: 9845 2233) or Anne Bondin
(Ph: 9844 1793). Feel free to contact any us for further
information.

LOWER SOUTH-WEST
24 March: Moon’s Crossing, Warren River
Our outing to Moon’s Crossing on the Warren River, east of
Pemberton, proved to be an auspicious start to 2012. A bird
flushed from the edge of one of the upstream pools created
a stir as the fleeting glimpse we had suggested it was a
rare Black Bittern. After further exploration upstream some
observers were lucky enough to see the bird break cover, fly
high over the pool and eventually disappear round the next
river bend. However it was confirmed as a Black Bittern, a
second record of this species from Moon’s Crossing, following
one from the end of last year by a visiting birdwatcher from
Perth.
A number of other species were also recorded during the
morning including Red-winged Fairy-wren, White-browed
Scrubwren and Inland Thornbill around the picnic area as
well as Western Rosella, Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo and
numerous Western White-naped Honeyeaters.

22 April: Barrabup Pool, St John Brook
Conservation Park

month’s outing. One of the first birds to be seen was a
Sacred Kingfisher which dived from a low branch into the
pool maybe after a fish or possibly just to bathe. Around
the park, Grey Fantails were very plentiful as were Golden
Whistlers and Inland Thornbills. Three species of robin
were seen — a pair of Scarlet in the car park, Whitebreasted throughout the morning and a single Western
Yellow that dropped down on to the path in front of us to
feed. Honeyeaters were scarce, possibly due to the lack
of blossom, but Western White-naped, New Holland and
Western Spinebill were all spotted. Surprisingly, our only
waterbird was a Little Black Cormorant that flew along
the brook and our only raptor, a single unidentified bird,
probably a Brown Goshawk or Collared Sparrowhawk, near
Workers Pool.
Contact Peter Taylor (9772 4788), Erica Shedley (9761
7512) or Gillian Wheatley (9761 1274) for details of future
outings.

Barrabup Pool and the surrounding St John Brook
Conservation Park near Nannup was the venue for this
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MANDURAH/PEEL BRANCH
22 June: Creery Nature Reserve
Meet at the parking area at Mariners Cove, the western
entrance to the reserve at 8:00 am. Bring morning tea. We
recommend insect repellent and long trousers and longsleeved shirts because of the Peel region’s mozzies and other
nasties.

The programme beyond June will be finalised and sent to
you as soon as possible.
Dick Rule 9581 1894 or Bill Smart 9582 7934 or Bob
Paterson 0400 66 44 53.

WHEATBELT AVON BRANCH
Late last month the Wheatbelt Avon Branch of BirdLife
Australia (WABBA) had its first committee meeting for the
year, and the past committee members, mentioned below,
advised they wish to continue in the position. This is not to
say other members cannot apply to go onto the Committee.
If you are interested please contact the Deputy Convenor.
John Masters		
Convener
Max Howard		
Deputy Convener
Committee members: Cheryl Warburton, Alan Warburton and
Clinton Richter.
The following excursions have been pencilled in for 2012:
09/09/2012
A full day excursion to the Julimar State
Forest in the Shire of Toodyay. This will be led by John
Masters.
Meet at the corner of Julimar and Heine Roads, at 8:30 am.
29/09 – 01/10/2012 (Long Weekend) to the Great Western
Woodlands, situated in the Goldfields. This excursion is to be
led by Max Howard and the Committee members.
We will be staying at the Breakaways Campsite along the
Norseman–Hyden Rd, which is situated about 146 km
from Hyden. Our first meeting will be on Friday evening
28/9/2012, about 5:30 pm. I will have more information on
this camp later in the year.
21/10/2012
A full day excursion to the Northam Weir
and O’Driscolls Bush, which is in the Shire of Northam. Last
year, 56 species of birds were sighted, with a large number
of breeding species. O’Driscoll’s bush is a relatively new area
and it looks very promising.
Meet at Bernard Park in Northam townsite at 8:30 am.
New birdwatchers are always welcome; if you have friends
that are interested, advise them to contact me.
Max Howard
Avon.hill@bigpond.com
9574 2102
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Long weekend excursion to the Great
Western Woodlands, 29 September to 1
October 2012
This excursion will be led by members of the WABBA
Committee to various locations within the woodlands over
two days (Saturday and Sunday).
We will be staying at the Breakaways campsite which is
situated about 146 km from Hyden, along the Norseman –
Hyden Road. This is a large area, with a pit toilet; however,
you will be required to bring your own water. Our first
meeting will be at 6.30 pm on Friday 28 September at the
campsite.
On the excursion days you will be expected to travel up to
200 km, getting to the locations, and back to the camp.
Because of this you will need fuel to cover you for about 800
km for the weekend. The only refuelling places in the area
are at either Hyden or Norseman.
Two uncommon birds you will probably see in this area are
Gilbert’s Whistler and a sub species of the Western Rosella.
Please note you will have to be self sufficient in water, fuel
and food, and essentials in your kit should also be a whistle,
hat, toilet paper and appropriate clothing, as this area can
still be cool during the evenings and early mornings at this
time of the year. If you have them, a hand held radio, GPS
unit and a lost persons action card would be desirable, along
with your own portable (chemical) toilet.
The bitumen extends about 50 km from Hyden, so if
travelling through there, you will need to travel for about
100 km on a dirt road. The dirt is very well maintained, and
2WD vehicles would have no problem on it; however, be
mindful that rainfall can change that situation.
If interested in attending could you please advise Max
Howard on 9574 2102, or email avon.hill@bigpond.com.
Given that the Breakaways campsite has only one toilet this
camp will be restricted to 20 people.
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Excursion reports
PEEL INLET, 5 February
Ten people met at Erskine Lakes to count waterbirds for
the annual Shorebird 2020 count though we didn’t ignore
the bushbirds. We counted Erskine Lakes, Samphire Cove
followed by the shores of Peel Inlet and although there were
good numbers of waterbirds, the number of waders was
small. Grey Plover, Bar-tailed Godwit, Whimbrel, Eastern
Curlew, Common Sandpiper, Common Greenshank and
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper were all seen. Other than the waders
the highlight was three White-winged Trillers. The total of 63
species seen was a reflection of the variety of habitats in a
small area.
Some of us carried on to Nairns and met up with Dick Rule’s
team to see the waders but with the tide out and many
people crabbing, there were mostly Red-necked Stints and
Red-capped Plovers.
Sue Abbotts

Sue Abbotts

KOGOLUP LAKE, 19 February

On the return leg we heard a Spotted Pardalote calling.
We were unable to locate it but a number of people were
satisfied enough to include it in the overall count of 35
species.
After coffee, some of the group headed for Troy Park to see
what was on offer there. Eastern Ospreys and a number of
Grey Plovers were satisfying.
George and Pam Agar

PEMBERTON CAMPOUT, 3–5 March
The campout was based at the Pemberton Caravan Park
surrounded by the beautiful Karri forest and blessed with
excellent weather. Every walk was a scenic pleasure in itself
with the birds as a lovely bonus.

LAKE MONGER, 16 February
Only six of us met for this mid-week excursion
which probably reflected the finding of a
Hudsonian Godwit at Lake Joondalup. We started
with about 40 Australian Pelicans and the same
number of Little Black Cormorants providing
a spectacle with their communal fishing. As
expected we saw nine species of duck, all one
can expect in Perth as well as breeding Dusky
Moorhen and Eurasian Coot. On the northern side
Nankeen Night-Herons were still fishing along the
drain and we saw a family of Variegated Fairywrens. The male, in breeding plumage, worked
his way up a nearby eucalypt, providing excellent
views. A total of 46 species was seen.

With the tide high it was decided there was little point in
walking the part of the spit that remained uncovered, but
good views of Australian Pied Oystercatcher at the start were
appreciated. Later we tried a couple of the beach access
points, hoping for waders, but were unsuccessful.

On Saturday we visited the iconic Gloucester
Tree, where we were greeted by White-breasted
Robins, Western Rosellas, Rufous Treecreepers
and White-browed Scrubwrens. In the afternoon
we walked around Big Brook Dam.
The next day we drove to the south coast and
visited Salmon Beach, D’Entrecasteaux lookout
and Windy Harbour. The beach yielded Sooty
and Australian Pied Oystercatchers, Ruddy
Turnstones and Sanderlings. In the dunes there
were Southern Emu-wrens and Rock Parrots.

White-breasted
Robins,
Pemberton (see
also photo, page
2). Photo by
David Ballard

Fifteen members met on a warm morning to visit
Kogolup Lake and Swamp. We had close views of Baillon’s
Crake, Australian Spotted Crake and Buff-banded Rail.
Unfortunately, there was only one glimpse of a Spotless
Crake. An adult White-bellied Sea-Eagle was a nice surprise
and we enjoyed watching it swirl over above us. The biggest
surprise out of the 54 species seen was a lovely green
Budgerigar which we all agreed was probably an aviary
escapee.

On Monday we visited Acacia Camp and
Beedelup Falls and finished at midday with a
bird call of 70 species with 40 participants at
the campout. This was a splendid weekend
due mainly to the excellent preparation and
organisation by Les and Sandra Hogben.

On Tuesday the remaining campers were led
again by Les on a 4WD expedition to Warren
Beach. We entered via the Summertime Track
and drove along the beach for 10 km to the
mouth of the Warren River. There was a half-hour holdup on
the way back due to an inconsiderate Inland Dotterel who
was not wearing a name badge.
David Ballard

BIBRA LAKE, 4 March

Robyn Pickering

BLACKWALL REACH, 26 February
Fifteen people enjoyed mild, still conditions but an early
morning flurry of activity soon faded. Resident Whitecheeked Honeyeaters were easy to see but it seems the
Rainbow Bee-eaters had departed during the previous week.
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Thirteen members and one guest (my wife) arrived at Bibra
Lake to find good water levels and perfect weather, although
hot conditions were forecast for later in the day. Ducks were
plentiful, with only Blue-billed and Hardhead missing from
the usual species. All three species of grebes were seen
as were the three ibis species, while Red-necked Avocets
and Yellow-billed Spoonbills were also quite easy to find. Of
the bushbirds, Splendid Fairy-wrens were fairly abundant
and there were still plenty of Rainbow Bee-eaters around.
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We ‘dipped’ on a couple of raptors, but you can’t have
everything.
After just over three hours and the temperature climbing, we
were quite happy to get back to the car park, a cup of tea
and a shady tree. It is hard to find any individual highlights
for the day but perhaps Bibra Lake itself was the highlight
— with 62 species and a good even spread of bushbirds and
waterbirds this versatile venue is a good birding spot when
the conditions are right.

The tall, old, trees contain many hollows, and during the
walk we witnessed an altercation between Galahs and an
Australian Ringneck over one such hollow. In the end it
appeared the Galahs took possession of it. This begs the
question, is this normal behaviour at this time of the year,
seeing the breeding season is still months away?
Thanks to all who attended.
Max Howard

Peter White

TOM BATEMAN RESERVE, 15 March
Twelve members enjoyed very pleasant birding conditions.
A total of 36 species was the lowest recorded for this site,
though this is the first time we have visited it in March. It
would be good to see more work done on improving the
natural bushland vegetation of this site.
Everyone had excellent views of 12 Crested Pigeons, which
seem to have established themselves here. Six duck species
and several Eurasian Coot families were present and Blackfronted Dotterel was seen at two different lakes, but no
raptors were seen at all.
George and Pam Agar

LAKE JOONDALUP, 18 March
Unfortunately, the level of the water was low and rapidly
drying out, but there were still some waders and other
waterbirds. We first gravitated to the jetty and then the 19
of us split into two groups, with Andrew Hobbs and Wayne
Merritt. Sixty-seven species were seen, with one more, a
Dusky Moorhen, being added when half a dozen of us later
drove to a bay a little farther south. The highlight possibly
was the breeding pair of Western Wattlebirds, one parent
with a large grasshopper with which to feed the downy chick
in the nest. Both adults had faces dusted yellow with pollen
from the numerous banksias.
Thank you, Andrew and Wayne, for very good, patient
guiding.
Stella Stewart-Wynne

RAY MARSHALL PARK, VIVEASH,
25 March
An Australian Hobby welcomed the ten adults and one
child who braved the threat of rain to enjoy a very relaxing
morning birdwatching along the banks of the Swan River.
This area is being developed by the Swan City Council, and
now is a very popular spot for people with canoes, and
walking their dogs. From a birdwatcher’s perspective, it is
still an interesting area and the day’s count saw 40 species,
which is slightly down on previous years.
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CARNARVON PRE-EASTER CAMPOUT,
31 March – 4 April
Although quite a distance from Perth, a good turnout of
some 28 BirdLife Western Australia “bird nuts” assembled
at the Carnarvon Caravan Park for five days of beating the
bushes, scouring the mangroves, staring up into the clouds
and scoping the sand banks. Carnarvon’s Mile Long Jetty
was especially useful for mangrove specialists (Mangrove
Fantail, Dusky Gerygone, Yellow White-eye, White-breasted
Whistler, Striated Heron) and the sewerage ponds (don’t
all birding outings include the town’s sewerage ponds?)
proved bountiful (Black-necked Stilt, White-winged Black
and Whiskered Tern, Black-fronted Dotterel and Common
Greenshank).
The Small Boat Harbour (actually both ‘a small harbour’
and ‘a harbour for small boats’) and Pelican Point provided
lots of terns (Caspian, Crested, Lesser Crested and Fairy),
waders (Common Sandpiper, Grey Tattler and Greater Sand,
Lesser Sand, and Grey Plover), a lovely look at an Eastern
Osprey and several aerial insectivores (White-backed,
Welcome Swallows and Tree Martin). The Carnarvon Golf
Course yielded the Slender-billed Thornbill. A day’s outing
to Rocky Pool, some 50 km east on the road to Gascoyne
Junction, provided a wealth of bushbirds (Chiming Wedgebill,
Mulga Parrot, Redthroat and Red-browed Pardalote). After
wading across the Gascoyne River and back, most of the
group added the Black-tailed Treecreeper to their list. A trip
north to Bibbawarra
Bore added the Spotless
Crake, Little Grassbird
and Black-eared and
Horsfield’s BronzeCuckoos. A trip out to
the Blowholes brought
views of Common
and Roseate Terns,
Sanderling, Australasian
Gannet and Beach
Stone-Curlew.
The trip bird list totalled
a magnificent 145
species and Rose Farrell
took home the ‘plonk’
for the closest guess.
Thanks are due to Sue
Abbotts for organising
and leading an enjoyable
autumn outing in the
north.
David T Bell

Terek Sandpiper,
Carnarvon boat harbor
mangroves (see also pages
17, 43 and 44). Photo by
Peter Taylor
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MUGGON EASTER
CAMPOUT,
6 – 10 April

Chestnut-breasted Quail-thrush were
seen on three occasions and the last
time was a small family flock of four
birds.
White-browed Treecreeper was seen
and an identification photo obtained.
These are not rare but are thinly
scattered over their range.

The Muggon Easter campout
from 6 – 10 April attracted 33
participants and the great majority
Honeyeaters in general were not
were experienced bird observers.
prolific due to the absence of any
Several of our members had taken
large quantity of flowers. However, in
part in two previous visits in 2006
Gull-billed Tern, Muggon Station
areas surrounding some lakes there
and 2010. The present survey was
campout (see also page 43). Photo by was a substantial growth of fresh
done partially to train birders in
herbage in recently flooded areas.
species identification in the more arid
Peter Taylor
This was producing some small blue/
regions and also for enjoyment. The
purple flowers which had attracted
2006 visit was made during quite dry
several species including the
times and very little surface water
Spiny-cheeked, Singing, White-plumed and White-fronted
was present in the July period but we identified 80 species.
Honeyeaters and Yellow-throated Miner.
The 2010 survey was done in extreme drought conditions
and only 56 species were identified. This year following the
Muggon is an excellent place to camp as the variety of
excellent rains of the last two years we identified 124 species
available rooms and sites allow all to have their own style
in a shorter period. We were not restricted to the specific
of campout. The DEC quarters provide an excellent meeting
spots determined by DEC and could travel to the best
place.
locations for bird sighting.
Clive Napier
Wendy and I also took part in an earlier campout at Muggon
Editor’s note: Many thanks to both Clive and Wendy for
in September 2000 led by Cheryl and Martin Gole. This was
leading this most enjoyable campout.
in a more normal year when there was some water in the
lake system but not nearly the area of 2012.
Notes on species recorded and of significant interest
Great Crested Grebe recorded by two observers both
using scopes and binoculars. Most field guides regard it as
casual and the Atlas of Australian Birds recorded sightings.
Johnstone and Storr regarded the species as ‘casual’ outside
the south-west.
Pied Cormorant usually regarded as coastal but a small flock
was seen by most observers on several occasions.
Glossy Ibis was not previously recorded by our group in
the Murchison Shire but a small flock of about six birds was
noted on several visits to a lake. Also Australian White Ibis
which is unusual for the area.
Common Greenshank, Red-necked Stint and Sharp-tailed
Sandpiper were present in large numbers and these will have
left for the Arctic breeding grounds by now.
Red-kneed Dotterel, Black-fronted Dotterel and Red-capped
Plover were noted on many sand bars around the various
lakes but as these are permanent residents they will remain
while water remains.

Woodman Point Jaeger Watch,
14 April
Nine of us were there at 0730 hrs with no wind at all, so it
was not looking very promising for jaegers. As the morning
progressed, a light wind came up and the Silver Gulls started
flying past in small groups from their breeding island to
the mainland. Over the next two hours we were treated to
about 15 ‘fly pasts’ (some may have been the same bird) of
Arctic Jaeger — both dark and pale forms and some of these
were directly overhead. At 0930, just as we were packing
up, an Arctic Jaeger attacking a gull was heading straight
to Woodman Point followed by a Pomarine Jaeger. We had
wonderful views of both jaegers, noting the size difference,
and the Pomarine Jaeger had intact tail plumes helping with
identification! A successful morning, after all.
Sue Abbotts

Terns were present in large numbers and four species
were seen. White-winged Black Terns were common and
spectacular in full breeding plumage.
Crimson, Orange and White-fronted Chats were seen with
the Orange being most spectacular.
Grey Honeyeaters were seen on two occasions by a group
including several experienced observers. These are difficult
birds to identify and can be confused with several other
species. Several observers had seen the species at other
locations and the bird’s behaviour allowed us to stand under
their tree with binoculars and our field guides open at the
correct page until identification was agreed.
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Arctic Jaeger (above left) and Australasian Gannet
(above right), Woodman Point. Photos by Barry
Heinrich
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LAKE MONGER, 15 April
Photogroup meeting
A small group of us met for a pleasant
morning of photography on the southern
shore of the lake. Even before we started,
Robyn Pickering came over to let us know
about the Freckled Ducks and the Chestnut
Teal.
After signing on, a couple of members
walked around the lake, while the rest
of us stayed at the southern end, to get
photos of the Freckled Ducks and the
Chestnut Teal, as well as the abundance
of other birds. Another highlight was
an Australasian Darter bringing a fish
to shore to eat after spearing it out in
deeper water.

A raft of Hoary-headed Grebes,
Lake Monger. Photo by Ian
Wallace

Rainbow Lorikeets in the trees was an
impressive sight for the international
visitors. Using spotting ‘scopes we had
excellent views of Pink-eared Ducks
near the edge of the lake and found four
Yellow-billed Spoonbills perched in a dead
tree along the north side of the lake.

We spent 90 minutes out photographing
before returning and viewing the results
of our efforts on a laptop, set up on the
path in the shade of some palms, to the
amusement of several walkers going past.
Andrew Hobbs

Australian Darter with
fish, Lake Monger (see also
pages 2, 5, 7 and 41). Photo
by Andrew Hobbs

ASCOT WATERS, 24 April
Eleven birders met on Anzac Day along
with dog walkers and boys out with their
toy planes and helicopters. Fortunately,
they didn’t scare off the birds and we saw
45 species, the majority being the usual
waterbirds and included a flotilla of 16
Hoary-headed Grebes, mostly juveniles,
Spotless Crake and Little Grassbird. The
Australasian Pipit remains a reliable
sighting here on the grassed area. (see
photo of Australian Pelican jet-skiing,
Ascot Waters, page 5)
Sue Abbotts

Australasian Grebe, Lake
Monger. Photo by Andrew
Hobbs

YANGEBUP LAKE, 29 April
Thirteen people were present for the
outing to Yangebup Lake, including two
guests from Arizona. They said they
weren’t birdwatchers but like to see
wildlife and enjoyed socialising with
other people who do too. Our leader, Sue
Abbotts, must have close communications
with Mother Nature because Saturday
night’s rain cleared to provide us with a
sunny morning to walk around the lake.
The bright sun shining on the colourful

Walking along the eastern shore of the
lake we found three species of dotterels,
including about 25 Black-fronted
Dotterels, eight Red-capped Plovers and
three Red-kneed Dotterels, the latter
being an adult with two juveniles (see
photo, page 43). While we were checking
the dotterels out, a Whistling Kite flew
over and checked us out from relatively
close range. It then perched in a dead
tree and let us check it out, too.
On the lake there were Black Swans,
Blue-billed, Pink-eared, Musk and Pacific
Black Ducks, Australasian Shovelers and
Hoary-headed Grebes. A young Whitebellied Sea-Eagle that we found perched
on a dead tree flew low over the lake
causing the grebes to dive in panic. We
later saw the young sea-eagle following
an adult with a duck in its talons, possibly
a shoveler.
A passing rain shower didn’t dampen
the enjoyment of the outing just before
morning tea and the day’s bird count was
52 species. Thanks go to Sue for leading
around the lake and filling us in on a bit
of the history of the area.
Barry Heinrich

Great Crested Grebe, Lake
Monger. Photo by Andrew
Hobbs
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Observatory reports
BROOME BIRD OBSERVATORY
Mid-March was a time of feverish activity at BBO
— with a completely new set of staff we were all
flapping around getting ready for the first of our
Wave the Waders Goodbye courses when Cyclone
Lua decided to make landfall close by. We were into
our cyclone management protocols up to yellow
alert with more flapping around when we finally
learnt that it was going to make landfall away to
the south of us and not be too bad at all.
With our collective sighs of relief came some brilliant birding
as a host of displaced birds arrived in the bay. It started on
the 17th with a brief glimpse of a small, dark swiftlet over the
observatory which, when re-found, revealed itself to have a
faint, pale rump and very rounded wings, causing it to look
extremely bat-like as it fluttered round the viewing platform.
Despite more prolonged views we were still unable to get it
down to species level.
After this frustrating start it was full ahead as a procession
of Lesser Frigatebirds began cruising overhead, occasionally
having swipes at the terns in the bay. Then followed more
bad news for the terns as the first of eight Pomarine Skuas
appeared, seemingly following the Lesser Frigatebirds
looking for trouble! This was followed by Sooty Terns,
Common Noddies and Black Noddies making the bay appear
more like some offshore coral islet than a tidal mudflat. We
were more than happy until news came in from Broome Port
that an amazing 73 Greater Frigatebirds had passed by. With
only two previous area records this was indeed big news but

unfortunately by the time the observatory staff
arrived there the following day they had all moved
on — very exciting times, nonetheless!
Despite all out flapping around (or maybe because
of it!) our two Wave the Waders Goodbye courses
went off really smoothly with some spectacular
migration events witnessed with over 3000 birds
counted on several evening watches. When the
sun is low in the sky causing the red pindan cliffs to glow
and there is a big flock of 700 Bar-tailed Godwits in several
massive V-formations passing north directly overhead, all
chattering to each other, you realise that this is an amazing
office to work in! The phrase, “next stop Yellow Sea” was
muttered over and over again by some course participants in
varying states of amazement!
The upcoming months appear to be equally hectic with a
full range of tours on offer including 2½ hour Shorebird,
Mangrove, Town and Bush and Plains tours, full day Lakes of
Roebuck Plains tours in the dry season and two, week long
Birds of Broome courses in September/October. Ongoing
mist-netting and mud-sampling is scheduled for anyone to
come and help with. Folks can see further details on our
website www.broomebirdobservatory.com and keep up-todate with sightings on our ‘flyways’ blog.
Simon Davies
Assistant Warden

EYRE BIRD OBSERVATORY
Eyre is the little piece of paradise that is always full of
surprises. Just when you are about to fall into a state
of oblivious enjoyment, something awakens you to
the task at hand, whether it be looking at that “just
another group of silver gulls”, to find Red-necked
Avocets, or Banded Stilts disguised amongst them,
or seeing a shadow circling above the observatory,
to look up and see the White-faced Heron about to
perch itself on the old telegraph pole. Watching a small flock
of Red-capped Plovers one morning, we were puzzled by
their rapid departure until we looked overhead and saw one
engaging in an extremely energetic manoeuvre , eventually
outsmarting a hungry Nankeen Kestrel (applause for the
plover). At first glance one March morning, we first thought
we had had an alarming population explosion in our Redcapped Plover family; on closer examination it proved to be
a newly arrived flock of Red-necked Stints, sharing the patch
with the Red-caps. Over the next few weeks we observed the
increasing colouration of their plumage.
During our stay we have grown even more attached to this
place and its native inhabitants, even the ever changing daily
activity around the bird baths, particularly the observation
of the obvious (although sometimes surprising) ‘pecking
orders’ which exist. The Major Mitchell’s Cockatoos regularly
repel the ravens. Few others try, except perhaps the Willy
Wagtail, who’ll take on all comers. One day, we witnessed
an unexpected act of bravery by a Common Bronzewing in
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keeping a particularly snappy Grey Butcherbird at bay
by raising its wings convincingly.
A flock of over 100 Crested Terns (normally maybe
ten) appearing magically, surprised us, as did the
ample feed of small fish they and the Caspian Terns
were enjoying. There must have been plenty of food
around as there was a pod of dolphins close into the
beach, frolicking in the water and actually surfing the waves.
There have been several
sightings of Malleefowl by
guests travelling the North
Track during our stay, , and
Gavin when walking the West
Track. Despite their size, they
can be incredibly difficult to
spot amongst the foliage,
only becoming obvious by
their low hooting sound —
great to know there are still
some around. On our regular
trips to Cocklebiddy we have
been blessed with several
sightings of Chestnut Quailthrush scurrying for cover,
Black-shouldered Kites soaring
overhead, displaying their
spectacular markings, as

Black-shouldered
Kite, Eyre. Photo by
Gavin Pitman and
Kirsty MacGregor
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well as the spectacular aerial displays regularly provided by
the Wedge-tailed Eagles as they ride the thermals near the
escarpment or over the plains.
There have also been several chance sightings, such as the
lone Blue Bonnet sitting on a dead tree, and the male Whitewinged Fairy-wren which we saw near Burnabbie, but have
yet to find again.
Rainbow Bee-eaters were regularly sighted around the area
in small flocks, in February and March, but seemed to vanish
when April arrived.

White-faced Heron
perched on an old
telegraph pole, Eyre
(see also pages 43
and 44). Photo by
Gavin Pitman and
Kirsty MacGregor

A mature White-bellied Sea-Eagle has been spotted near
Twilight Cove, and the fledgling regularly patrols the dunes
of Kanidal Beach.
Gavin Pitman and Kirsty MacGregor
Caretakers

Red-necked Avocets (above left) and Banded Stilts (above right), Kanidal Beach, Eyre. Photos by
Gavin Pitman and Kirsty MacGregor

Quality of digital photographs
IMPORTANT PLEASE READ!
When submitting photos for use in WABN, please send a high quality image, eg, 300 dpi, with a file size of
at least 500 kb.
It is suggested that the settings on your digital camera be changed to the maximum resolution (setting).
Another area that could cause a problem is that some e-mail programs automatically reduce the file size so
these settings could be adjusted to maintain the original file size.
When e-mailing images please attach them to an e-mail and not embedded in a Word document or in the
e-mail itself.
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Coming events
Important note re campouts
Members anticipating attending campouts must notify the BirdLife WA Office (9383 7749) of the number in their party
and when they will arrive.
If you are unsure, put your name down as you can always cancel.
An emergency contact number should also be provided in case of accident.

New members
Please let the leaders know that you are a new member and don’t hesitate to ask for assistance with bird sightings.

Saturday 2 June: Wellard Wetlands,
Baldivis
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am at the entrance to
Wellard Wetlands on the northern side
of Bertenshaw Road, 1 km from St
Albans Road. Coming from Perth, turn
left off the Freeway into Mundijong
Road, then right into St Albans Road
and right into Bertenshaw Road. There
should be plenty of bushbirds and
waterbirds here, as well as several
species of raptors.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Charles Merriam

Saturday 2 June to Monday 4 June:
Foundation Day Long Weekend
campout, Dongara
Dongara is 358 km north of Perth. We
will stay at the Dongara Denison Beach
Holiday Park, Ocean Drive, Port Denison
which is on the ocean beach front near
the boat harbour. To reach the caravan
park, turn off Brand Highway to Port
Denison, turn right at the boat harbour
and follow the foreshore around to
Ocean Drive.
Over 100 species of birds have been
seen in the area, which includes
riverine woodland, beach, low heath
and banksias. One day we will go out
to Coalseam Conservation Park and
Ellendale Pool.
Book your own accommodation by
phoning 0800 600 776 or 9927 1131.
Please phone 9383 7749 to notify the
office of your intention to attend.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Sue Abbotts

have begun to climb the Greenmount
Hill watch for Scott Street. Turn right
into Scott Street, and continue until
you reach a roundabout just past the
tennis courts on the right. Turn left into
Clayton Road, and drive to the end.
Turn right into Victor Road, until you
reach the locked gate.

Meet at 8:30 am near the locked gate
in Victor Road. Park on the right hand
side of the road. Bring morning tea
and we will have it when we return to
the cars. Drive through Midland east
along Great Eastern Highway. Once you
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Bring your telescope if you have one.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Robyn Pickering

For members and guests only.
Leader: Andrew Hobbs

Sunday 17 June: Victoria Reservoir,
Canning Mills
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park beside
the information board at the entrance
to the dam. From Perth, travel east
along Welshpool Road to the T-junction
at Canning Road, turn right and travel
for about 400 m to Masonmill Road.
Continue along this road for about
600 m, following the signs to the dam
past the rose nursery, to the entrance
to the car park. We will follow several
walking tracks in this area.
For members and the general public.
Leaders: John and Ruth Luyer

Thursday 21 June: Tomato Lake,
Kewdale
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8.00 am near the small
tearooms at Tomato Lake off Oats
Street, Kewdale. Travelling south along
Orrong Road turn left into Oats Street
and about 800 m on the right there is
a driveway into the parking area. Bring
morning tea.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Sue Abbotts

Sunday 10 June: Helena Valley,
Boya
Half-day excursion

Quay Drive. After morning tea we
will move to Erskine Lakes to look for
additional species.

Saturday 23 June: Len Howard
Conservation Park, Mandurah
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the car park at
the end of Marina Quay Drive. From
the Mandurah Bypass turn into Sticks
Boulevard (left when travelling from
Perth) and then turn right into Marina

Sunday 24 June: Big Carine Swamp,
Carine
Photogroup Activity
Meet at 8:30 am in the car park off
Beach Road, Carine. Over 80 species
have been recorded at this swamp,
including the three ibis species, Buffbanded Rail, several species of duck,
and various raptors. Good winter rains
should see some waterbirds around.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Andrew Hobbs

Monday 25 June: Bold Park Eco
Centre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat
Meeting, 7:30 pm
Dimitris Bertzeletos will give a talk
entitled, “Shorebirds’ use of saltpans”.
James O’Connor, Head of Research
with BirdLife Australia, will attend this
meeting and be available for discussion.

Saturday 30 June: Wearne Road,
North Bannister
Full-day excursion
Meet at 8.30 am on the corner of
Wearne Road and Albany Highway.
Wearne Road is on the left about 37 km
south of the corner of Jarrahdale Road
and Albany Highway and just after the
sign “North Bannister 2 km”.
We will explore the Wandoo woodlands
looking for robins, babblers and other
bushbirds. After morning tea we may
look in the Jarrah forest near the Metro
Road waterhole.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Robyn Pickering
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Coming events, ctd
Sunday 8 July: Point Peron,
Rockingham
Half-day excursion

Wednesday 25 July: Museum,
Kewdale
Two hours

Meet at 7:30 am in the furthest car
park at Point Peron (ie, the one nearest
to the Point). From Safety Bay Road
turn into Point Peron Road until you
reach a T-junction and turn left. Follow
this road until it terminates at the
furthest car park. We will look for a few
seabirds offshore, so bring a ‘scope if
you have one, and warm, waterproof
clothing in case it is wet and windy
(this is usually the best time to see
pelagic seabirds from shore). If it is
quiet, we may continue on to nearby
Lake Richmond.

Meet at 10:30 am at the WA Museum
on the corner of Orrong Road and
Kew Street. We will be taken to the
ornithological collection and shown
skins of birds to discuss various aspects
of plumage and identification.

For members and guests only.
Leader: John Graff

Saturday 14 to Sunday 29 July:
Rangelands surveys
See Notices, page 27 for details/
Leader: John Luyer
Saturday 14 July: Eric Singleton
Bird Reserve, Bayswater
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the Bellevue Street
car park at the river end of Leake
Street. Turn south-east off Guildford
Road onto King William Street then
right into Sutherland Street and left
into Leake Street and then left into
Bellevue Street. We will walk around
the main lake in the bird sanctuary and
should see a variety of waterbirds.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Claire Gerrish
Sunday 22 July: Wungong Gorge,
Bedfordale
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am at the first car park
for Wungong Dam at the end of Admiral
Road, off Albany Highway. Over 90
species of birds have been recorded
here including Red-eared Firetail,
White-breasted Robin and Red-winged
Fairy-wren.

Numbers will be limited to 12-15 people
and a second group may be arranged
in August if there is sufficient interest.
Please call the office on 9383 7749 to
register and additional details of where
to meet will be emailed to you.
Leaders: Ron Johnstone and John
Darnell
Saturday 28 July: Peregrine House,
Floreat
Photogroup activity
Meet at 9:00 am at BirdLife Western
Australia Office in Floreat for a
workshop on photographic techniques.
Members are asked to bring some
photographs, or series of photographs
of the same subject (on card or thumbdrive) for display and discussion. We
will limit it to 30 photos per person but
may have to limit it further depending
upon how many members attend.
Examples of particular problems or
points of interest with respect to
cameras, lenses or techniques will be
welcome.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Andrew Hobbs
Saturday 28 and Sunday 29 July:
Pelagic trip, Albany
Meet at Emu Point Boat Harbour, Albany
at 6:45 am for a 7:00 am departure.
We will travel off-shore to the edge
of the shelf looking for seabirds
(albatross, petrels and shearwaters)
and return at around 4:00 pm.

Leader: Alan Collins
Sunday 29 July: Yanchep National
Park
Half-day excursion
Meet at the Boomerang Gorge picnic
area inside the park at 9:00 am.
Entry is $11 per vehicle or $5 for
seniors. At the entrance gate, check
for directions to the meeting place. We
will walk into an area east of Wanneroo
Road, following the Yanchep Rose
Trail through Ridges Bushland, which
includes woodland, heath, open forest
and mallee. There are views of the
coast, and many significant flora and
orchid species. Birds recorded in the
area are Southern Emu-wren, three
species of thornbill, Golden Whistler,
Scarlet Robin, several species of
honeyeater, and Grey Shrike-thrush.
The walk will take about two to three
hours and we will return to the park for
lunch.
For members and the general public.

Saturday 4 August: Lake Gwelup,
Stirling
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park at the
corner of Stoneman Street and Huntriss
Road, north of Karrinyup Road. We
should see waterbirds and bushbirds,
and raptors are often seen here. The
lake dries up in summer, but it should
be reasonable after some winter rain.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Clive Nealon
Sunday 12 August: Bold Park,
Cambridge
Half-day excursion

Leader: Steve Burns

Leighton de Barros will talk on
the newly released DVD, ‘Steps to
Recovery’.

You must book by contacting John Graff
by email jgraff2@hotmail.com or by
telephoning 0424 008 179. You can
choose to join the boat for one day or
both days. The price is per day.

Leader: Rod Smith

For members and guests only.

Monday 23 July: Bold Park Eco
Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat
Meeting: 7:30 pm

There is a limit of 18 people for the
boat and if we get enough people we
will run trips on both days. The cost will
depend on the number of people, $150
if there are 18 people and $180 if there
are 15 people. Bring your binoculars,
camera and lunch.

This DVD on the Carnaby’s BlackCockatoo Recovery Project is available
from the BirdLife Western Australia
Floreat office.
Cost: $10.00 + postage
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Meet at 8:00 am at the Camel Lake
car park, which is at the southern end
of Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat, for a
walk in Bold Park. This is a pleasant
and interesting walk close to BirdLife
Western Australia’s back door.
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Coming events, ctd
For members and the general public.
Leaders: George and Pam Agar

Thursday 16 August: Manning Lake,
Spearwood
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park,
Azelia Road, opposite the Azelia Ley
Homestead Museum, on the western
side of the lake. This is a semipermanent wetland, with a fringe
of paperbark trees, noted for its
waterbirds. Bushbirds are also plentiful
in the reserve and in bush to the west.

Sunday 26 August: The Spectacles,
Kwinana
Half-day excursion

Thursday 13 September: Alan
Anderson Park, Walliston
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am in the car park in
McLaughlan Road. Proceed along
Kwinana Freeway and turn right
(west) into Anketell Road. Travel
approximately 2 km then turn left into
McLaughlan Road. A good variety of
bushbirds including Grey Currawong
can be found here.

Meet at 7:30 am at the car park
near Alan Anderson Park between
Lawnbrook and Pomeroy Roads,
Walliston. It is easily accessed from
Welshpool Road. This is a two-hour
walk on fairly level terrain, covering
34 ha. Sixty-four species of birds have
been counted here.

For members and guests only.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Alan Galbraith

For members and the general public.
Leaders: John and Hillary Brook

Saturday 18 August: St Ronan’s
Nature Reserve, York
Full-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am at the northern
end of St Ronan’s Nature Reserve on
Wambyn Road. Travel along Great
Eastern Highway and turn towards
York at The Lakes on Great Southern
Highway. Travel about 28 km along
Great Southern Highway and turn
left into Wambyn Road. We will meet
about 2 km along Wambyn Road at
the northern end of St Ronan’s Nature
Reserve.
Bring morning tea and lunch as we will
walk right around the reserve to visit
all habitats. There should be a good
variety of bushbirds.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Robyn Pickering

Monday 27 August: Bold Park Eco
Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat
Meeting: 7:30 pm

Leader: Michael Hancock
Sunday 16 September: Karakamia
Sanctuary, Chidlow
Full-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am in the Hardinge
Park public car park, Hardinge Road.
There are a limited number of bays.
Red-browed Finch, Red-eared Firetail,
Southern Emu-wren and a reasonable
range of other bushbirds have been
recorded on previous excursions to the
area.

Meet at 8:30 am at the car park at the
Visitor’s Centre. Drive east along Great
Eastern Highway through Mundaring
and Sawyers Valley. Turn left into Old
Northam Road at the sign for Chidlow.
Turn left into Northcoate Road past the
Chidlow oval and then first right past
the primary school into Lilydale Road.
Karakamia is 4.25 km down Lilydale
Road on the left hand side. Please
follow the instructions at the gate
to obtain access. In order to ensure
Karakamia’s predator free status,
please remember to allow the gates
to close completely behind you before
moving on when both entering and
exiting. The visitor centre and parking
is located about 1 km up the gravel
drive. Allow one hour to drive from
Perth city.

Participants may wish to take
advantage of the free gas barbecues
that are provided (from 8:00 am to
sunset) at the conclusion of the walk.

Karakamia is owned by the Australian
Wildlife Conservancy (AWC) and we will
carry out some bird surveys and there
may be rare mammals about, too.

For members and the general public.

AWC members will be joining us and a
sausage sizzle lunch will be provided.

Brice Wells will give a talk entitled
‘Raptor migration’.

Saturday 1 September: Bickley
Brook, Orange Grove
Half-day excursion

Leaders: John and Ruth Luyer

For members and guests only.
Saturday 25 August: Ascot Waters,
Ascot
Photogroup activity
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park at
the end of Tidewater Way. To reach
the area from Great Eastern Highway,
turn into Stoneham Street, then
into Resolution Drive and left into
Tidewater Way. Continue through two
roundabouts over the bridge and up
to the car park at the top of the rise.
There should be a variety of bush and
waterbirds. As usual, a laptop will
be available to view our results after
morning tea.
For members and guests.
Leader: Andrew Hobbs

Leaders: Sue Abbotts, Peter White
and Sandra West
Sunday 9 September: Julimar State
Forest, Toodyay
Full-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am at the corner of
Julimar and Heine Roads. Follow Great
Northern Highway past Bullsbrook and
turn right into Wandena Road. Turn
right into Muchea East Road and follow
this as it becomes Chittering Road.
Turn right into Julimar Road and left
into Heine Road. The reserve has a
very large area of wandoo which should
provide a good variety of bushbirds.
For members and guests only.
Leader: John Masters
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Saturday 22 September: Lake
Leschenaultia, Chidlow
Full-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am at the hotel in
Chidlow. Travel 10.5 km past
Mundaring on Great Eastern Highway
and turn left into Old Northam Road
and it is 2 km into Chidlow. It is now
free to enter the park.
A 6 km walk on an excellent track takes
us through Jarrah, Marri and Wandoo
woodland where 77 species have been
recorded.
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Coming events, ctd
For members and guests only.
Leader: Sue Abbotts

Sunday 23 September: Canning
River Regional Park, Wilson
Photogroup activity
Meet at 8:00 am at the Kent Street
Weir car park. The park has a large
area of bush as well as overviews of the
Canning River. A large selection of bush
and waterbirds can normally be found.
As usual, a laptop will be available to
view our results after morning tea.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Andrew Hobbs

Monday 24 September: Bold Park
Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat
Meeting: 7:30 pm
Tam Kabat will give a talk entitled
‘Great Cockie Count’.

Saturday 29 September to Monday
1 October: Queen’s Birthday long
weekend campout, Mt Gibson
Wildlife Sanctuary
This campout is in collaboration with
the Australian Wildlife Conservancy
(AWC) who have owned and managed
Mt Gibson Station as a wildlife
sanctuary since 2001. AWC have been
controlling feral animals on the station
and monitoring the effect on wildlife.
The turnoff to Mt Gibson Wildlife
Sanctuary is 74 km north-east of Wubin
along Great Northern Highway heading
for Paynes Find. The homestead is 27
km from the main road. Two-wheeldrive vehicles are able to get into the
sanctuary, but four-wheel-drives will be
needed when moving around. Fill your
fuel tank at Wubin. Bring warm clothes
and sleeping gear as it gets cold inland
at this time of year.
Accommodation: AWC has agreed to
waive all camping fees.
There is a visitors centre which has five
single dongas with two showers/toilets
and cooking facilities. Nearby there is
a shearing shed with use of the visitor
centre facilities. We will camp in this
area but there will be no power for the
campers.
We plan to carry out surveys in
different vegetation types around the
station. The birdwatching is good for
dry land species such as Southern
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Scrub-robin, Chestnut and Chestnutbreasted Quail-thrush, Mulga and
Bourke Parrot, honeyeaters, Redthroat
and Malleefowl.
Numbers will be limited so please call
the BirdLife WA office on 9383 7749
to put your name on the list. Bookings
for the dongas will also be taken at the
BLWA office.
For members and guests only.
Leaders: John and Ruth Luyer and
George and Pam Agar

Saturday 29 September to Monday
1 October
Long weekend campout, Merredin
Full day extension excursion on
Tuesday 2 October to Billyacatting
Hill Nature Reserve
The campout will be based at the
Merredin Tourist Park, Oats Street,
Merredin which has accommodation
facilities ranging from backpackers,
camping and caravan sites to luxury
self-contained villas. It is located at the
eastern (Kalgoorlie) side of the town.
Merredin is approximately 3-3.5 hours’
drive from Perth along Great Eastern
Highway. Alternatively, Merredin can be
accessed by train. The ‘Merredin Link’
departs from East Perth terminal at
1:05 pm on Friday afternoons arriving
in Merredin at approximately 4:15 pm
and the ‘Prospector’ travels through
on Friday evenings departing from the
East Perth terminal at 3:15 pm and
arriving in Merredin at approximately
6:30 pm. Collection from Merredin
station can be arranged. Return trains
depart at approximately 10:20 am on
Tuesday and Wednesday mornings and
arrive at the East Perth terminal at
approximately 1:45 pm. Bookings can
be made with TransWA (either online or
telephone 1300 662 205). Let the office
know when booking that this is how
you will be travelling to the campout.

•

4 x 2 bedroom cabins at $135/
night for 2 persons, extra person
add $10/night.

Let the operators at the caravan park
know you are part of the BirdLife
Western Australia Branch. Any
booked accommodation not taken up
by the beginning of September will
be returned to the operator for reallocation. Camping sites are available
but none have been booked.
A briefing will be held on the lawn area
behind caravan sites 59 and 60 (subject
to availability) at 5:00 pm on the Friday
evening. Anybody who is later than that
can get information from the Leader
upon arrival.
Members and guests only
Leader: Peter Sandilands
Sunday 30 September: Queens
Park Regional Open Space, East
Cannington
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the gate opposite
261 Station Street, East Cannington,
halfway between Welshpool Road and
Luyer Avenue. Station Street is closed
at many points along its length so enter
from Welshpool Road or Luyer Avenue.
The Friends of Queens Park
Bushland will lead us through this
new birdwatching site. It is an area
of natural Marri/Banksia bushland
containing a modified watercourse. The
Friends have recorded nearly 100 bird
species in this area.
For members and guests only.
Leaders: Collette Bishop and the
Friends of Queens Park Bushland
Saturday 1 to Sunday 2 December:
Twitchathon
Start organising your team of 2 to 5
people for the 24 hour, 12 hour or arm
chair Twichathon!!! More details in the
September edition of WA Bird Notes.

A number of reserves will be visited
during the campout and we should
expect to see many of the wheatbelt
species. There is a limit of 30 persons
(telephone 9383 7749) before booking
at the caravan park (telephone 08 9041
1535). The following accommodation
has been booked in advance for five
nights (Friday-Tuesday) by BirdLife WA:
•

6 caravan sites (rates dependent
upon caravan size),

•

2 backpackers rooms at $35/night
for 1 person, extra person add
$10/night, and

Tiger snake with Eurasian
Coots on Herdsman Lake,
March 2012. Photo by Jennie
Stock
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Opportunities for
Volunteers

Calendar of events
Sat 2 Jun: Wellard Wetlands, Baldivis: Half-day excursion
Sat 2 Jun to Mon 4 Jun: Foundation Day Long Weekend
campout, Dongara
Sun 10 Jun: Helena Valley, Boya: Half-day excursion

•

Atlas — surveys for this are continuing — contact
Cheryl Gole Tel 9293 4958, e-mail cgole@westnet.com.
au

•

Monthly meeting speakers — contact Wayne Merritt
Tel 9405 4774, mob 0411 591 547

•

Excursion leaders — contact Sue Abbotts Tel 9444
1607, e-mail suechat@bigpond.net.au

•

Office volunteer — contact Beryl Walker Tel 9397
6887, e-mail bemwalk@hotmail.com

•

Card sales — contact Beryl Walker Tel 9397 6887,
e-mail bemwalk@hotmail.com

•

DVD Steps to Recovery – marketing and promotion
of this new resource — contact Lorraine Marshall e-mail
markmars@iinet.net.au

•

Conservation and Research Committee – Chair of
this committee essential to the advocacy role of the
organisation — contact Sue Mather suzannemather@
bigpond.com

•

Out and About column for BirdLife, the national
magazine — an aspiring writer to submit items
on BirdLife WA activity — contact Sue Mather
suzannemather@bigpond.com

Sun 17 Jun: Victoria Reservoir, Canning Mills: Half-day
excursion
Thu 21 Jun: Tomato Lake, Kewdale: Half-day excursion
Sat 23 Jun: Len Howard Conservation Park, Mandurah:
Half-day excursion
Sun 24 Jun: Big Carine Swamp, Carine: Photogroup
activity
Mon 25 Jun: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Dr,
Floreat: Meeting, 7:30 pm
Sat 30 Jun: Wearne Road, North Bannister: Full-day
excursion
Sun 8 Jul: Point Peron, Rockingham: Half-day excursion
Sat 14 to Sun 29 Jul: Rangelands surveys
Sat 14 Jul: Eric Singleton Bird Reserve, Bayswater: Halfday excursion
Sun 22 Jul: Wungong Gorge, Bedfordale: Half-day
excursion
Mon 23 Jul: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat: Meeting: 7:30 pm
Wed 25 Jul: Museum, Kewdale: Two hours
Sat 28 and Sun 29 Jul: Pelagic trip, Albany
Sat 28 Jul: Peregrine House, Floreat: Photogroup activity
Sun 29 Jul: Yanchep National Park: Half-day excursion
Sat 4 Aug: Lake Gwelup, Stirling: Half-day excursion
Sun 12 Aug: Bold Park, Cambridge: Half-day excursion
Thu 16 Aug: Manning Lake, Spearwood: Half-day
excursion

Crossword No. 11,
answers

Sat 18 Aug: St Ronan’s Nature Reserve, York: Full-day
excursion
Sat 25 Aug: Ascot Waters, Ascot: Photogroup activity
Sun 26 Aug: The Spectacles, Kwinana: Half-day excursion
Mon 27 Aug: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat: Meeting: 7:30 pm
Sat 1 Sep: Bickley Brook, Orange Grove: Half-day
excursion

ACROSS

Sun 9 Sep: Julimar State Forest, Toodyay: Full-day
excursion

1. bred; 3. purple; 8. one; 9. lilac; 11. roost; 13. ledge; 15.
pale; 17. first; 18. abundance; 20. lake; 22. host; 23. proof;
26. cow; 27. zebra; 28. student; 30. forked; 31. petrel.

Thu 13 Sep: Alan Anderson Park, Walliston: Half-day
excursion

DOWN

Sat 22 Sep: Lake Leschenaultia, Chidlow: Full-day
excursion

2. runner; 4. recall; 5. lyre; 6. yes; 7. blue; 10. lapwing; 12.
tooth; 14. gannet; 16. crake; 17. falconidae; 19. bronze; 21.
down; 24. rafts; 25. trade; 29. toe.

Sun 16 Sep: Karakamia Sanctuary, Chidlow: Full-day
excursion

Sun 23 Sep: Canning River Regional Park, Wilson:
Photogroup activity
Mon 24 Sep: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat: Meeting: 7:30 pm
Sat 29 Sep to Mon 1 Oct: Queen’s Birthday long weekend
campout, Mt Gibson Wildlife Sanctuary

Advertising Rates
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Full page:  $100.00
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Sat 29 Sep to Mon 1 Oct: Long weekend campout, Merredin
Tue 2 Oct: Full day extension excursion to Billyacatting
Hill Nature Reserve
Sun 30 Sep: Queens Park Regional Open Space, East
Cannington: Half-day excursion
Sat 1 to Sun 2 Dec: Twitchathon
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BirdLife members in the field

Muggon Station campout (see
report, page 32).
(Above) Willy stoking the
‘donkey’. Photo by Libby
McGill
(Below) Bourke’s Parrot. Photo
by Rose Farrell

Carnarvon campout: The Blowholes and the Gascoyne River (see
report, page 31). Photos by Rose Farrell
Below: Bob paying homage to the Slender-billed Thornbill. Photo
by Peter Taylor

Blue Bonnet, Raingauge
Rockhole, Eyre Bird Observatory
(see report, page 34). Photo
by Gavin Pitman and Kirsty
MacGregor

Pink-eared Duck,
Lake Monger (see
report, page 33). Photo
by Andrew Hobbs

Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo,
Sorrento (top) on banksia
and (below) on dryandra.
Photos by Jennie Stock

Red-kneed Dotterels,
Yangebup Lake (see
report, page 33). Photo
by Barry Heinrich
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Caspian Tern with fish (see Eyre Bird Observatory
report, page 34). Photo by Gavin Pitman and
Kirsty MacGregor

Black-fronted Dotterel, Carnarvon sewerage
ponds (see report, page 31). Photo by David Bell

Carnarvon campout: Dusky Gerygone (above left), Slender-billed Thornbill and Star Finches (see report,
page 31). Photos by Peter Taylor
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