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Golden Whistler,
Rottnest Island
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3).
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Buff-banded Rail (above left) and Australian Spotted Crake (above right), Lake Claremont
(see article, page 20).
Photo: David Free

Greater Sand
Plover map (see
article, page 14)

Western Gerygone.
Photo: BAWA Digital Library (Mike Bouette)
Brown Quail at Noonyereena Pool
(see Observations, page 10).
Photo: Pam Agar

Near fledged juvenile Banded Stilts,
Lake Torrens, SA 19.3.2011
(see report, page 14).
Photo: Ben Parkhurst

A Major Mitchell’s Cockatoo at an
Eyre window (see report, page 35).
Photo: Ali and Ian Muirhead

This Collared Sparrowhawk was
photographed on
Peter’s front verge recently.
Photo: Peter White

Cover: Red-capped Robin, Rottnest Island (see report, page 3).
Photo: Maris Lauva
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ROTTNEST ISLAND BUSHBIRD
CENSUS, 10-11 SEPTEMBER 2011
Birds Australia Western Australia volunteers repeated the
census of twenty four reforested and remnant vegetation
bushbird sites on Rottnest Island 10-11 September 2011. The
purpose of this work was to establish accurate records of the
relative abundance and distribution of the island’s bushbird
population, particularly for the Red-capped Robin, in
accordance with the Rottnest Island’s Marine and Terrestrial
Reserve Management – Performance Measures 2008-2013
(Rottnest Island Authority 2009) . Birds Australia WA and the
Rottnest Island Authority agreed on the protocols for this
work in a Memorandum of Understanding in 2010.

suggests that these species have colonised all suitable
sites. The sites where they were not present were Site
13, the settlement area around Bathurst Lighthouse, Site
18, a degraded area to the west of Narrow Neck and Site
23 a monoculture of Eucalyptus platypus; none of these
vegetation types are suitable habitats for these species. The
Painted Button-quail (13), a recent coloniser to the island,
was recorded at five sites. There were sightings of two Rock
Parrots compared with eight in 2009. There were breeding
records for Red-capped Robins and Sacred Kingfishers at
Site 2.

Aim

Species richness ranged from two to sixteen. There was
greater species richness in the older vegetated or remnant
vegetation sites. For example 16 species were recorded at
each of the remnant Sites 2 and 24,
Site 5 (16 species) held a mixture
of remnant and 1982 reforested
vegetation and Site 6 (14 species)
was reforested in 1977.
Five raptor species were recorded,
with breeding noted for the Brown
Goshawk. Eastern Ospreys were
repairing a nest at West End and
sitting on nests at other traditional
nest sites.

The specific aim of this survey was to answer the following
questions:
•

What is the bushbird species
composition of the reforested
and remnant sites on Rottnest
Island?

•

Is there a correlation between
the reforestation program on
Rottnest Island and the species
density and relative abundance
of the bushbirds?

•

What sites have the Red-capped
Robin and Golden Whistler
colonised?

•

Are there any previously
unrecorded avian species on the
island?

•

Sacred Kingfisher, Rottnest Island.
Photo: Maris Lauva

Have any new avian pests
established populations on the island?

There were no previously
unrecorded bushbird species on
the island; however, one Sooty
Oystercatcher was seen at West
End. This species was also seen in
May 2011 and has been recorded
historically, but is considered a rare
visitor to the island.

Whilst no new avian pests were recorded, the presence of
Rainbow Lorikeets (4) around the Thomson Bay settlement
area was again noted. The Australian Raven abundance
was 78 compared with 114 in 2009. There were no surveys
around the Settlement area where the population of this
species is more concentrated.

Survey method
An area search method was used, walking, where access
was possible, through 24 sites of remnant, reforested and
mixed vegetation. The boundaries of the sites were marked
on aerial maps. Fifteen Birds Australia volunteers in teams
of two people, surveyed each site once with an experienced
bird watcher leading each team. Leaders were given a
recording sheet for each site where time, participant names,
coordinates of site, species seen or heard, abundance of
each species, breeding evidence and notes were recorded.

Shorebird species
The opportunity was taken to do a random survey for the
Birds Australia Shorebird 2020 project and the Important
Bird Area project (Table 3, see page 6). There were no
Banded Stilt or Fairy Tern recorded. September is too
early for the latter as they migrate south in the spring and
summer to breed.

The surveys took from two to three hours depending on the
site area and were begun at 0730. Sites in close proximity to
each other were surveyed at the same time. This represented
in total approximately 144 hours of survey effort.

Discussion

Results

Bushbirds

Table 2 (see page 5) shows the estimated population and
species composition at each site. The presence of Redcapped Robin in 79% and Golden Whistler in 75% of sites

Red-capped Robin and Golden Whistler estimated
abundance had increased since 2009 (Fig. 1, see page 7).
This result reflected the continued absence of threats such
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Site

Type

Description

Co-ordinates

1

F 1979

Anniversary Park

32° 00' 10"S, 115° 32' 39"E

2

R

Patersons - Kingston

32° 00' 34"S, 115° 32' 36"E

3

F 1970 + R

East of Barker Swamp/both sides of centre line fence

4

F 1997

West of Barker Swamp/Fire site

S end 32° 00' 08"S, 115° 30' 19"E. N end 32° 00'
06"S, 115° 30' 25"E
32° 00' 09"S, 115° 30' 02"E

5

F 1982 + R

South side of Serpentine Lake

6

F 1970-2002

7

F 1966

8

F 1967

9

F 1967

10

F 1965-2003 + R

North of Barnett Gully, west of Lookout Hill and
north-west of Porpoise Bay
West of Oliver Hill, north of Lighthouse swamp, south
of road
West of Bulldozer Swamp, north side of road to
fenceline
West of Bulldozer Swamp and Site 8, north side of
road to corner
North west of Lake Timperley, south side of road

11

F 1973

West of Wadjemup - access off Lighthouse road

32° 00' 10"S, 115° 31' 09"E

12

F 1968

31° 59' 32"S, 115° 30' 38"E

13

F

West of Lake Baghdad, north of Lake Negri, south of
north road
Sewage Ponds area – eucalypts

14

F 1996, 1999

NW OF Bulldozer Swamp, SW of Vincent Lake

15

F 1972

Small patches SE of Ricey Beach

32° 00' 00" S, ° 115° 29' 38"E

16

F 1976

N of Nancy Cove

32° 00' 43"S, 115° 30' 02"E

17

F 1971

N and E side of road that passes northern beaches

32º00’34”S, 115º29’13”E

18

R+F

W of Monument and Narrow Neck

32° 00' 57"S, 115° 28' 00"E

19

R+F

Watsons Glade, W of Parker anchorage

32° 01' 10"S, 115° 31'’ 21"E

20

F 1969-1997

E of Catherine Bay – S of Little Armstrong

21

R

22

R + F1982

SE of airfield through to Bickley Bay, around
Kingston, railway
Wadjemup Lighthouse area – small patches

32° 00' 33"S, 115° 30' 55"E

23

R

NE of Little Salmon – small patches

32º 01’ 27” S, 115º 31’ 30”E

24

R

N of Government House Lake

31 º 59' 53"S, 115° 32' 08"E

Table 1: Bushbird sites – October 2009 and September 2011

32° 00' 15"S, 115° 30' 54"E to 32° 00' 25"S, 115° 30'
25"E
32° 00' 08"S, 115° 30' 50"E
32° 00' 13"S, 115° 30' 37"E
32° 00' 10"S, 115° 31' 09"E

31° 59' 18"S, 115° 32' 22"E

R = remnant

F = re-forested and year planted

Western Gerygone and Red-capped Robin as their
populations differ significantly from the adjacent Swan
Coastal Plain populations (Baker et al. 2003a; Baker et al.
2003b). Consequently the results of this census suggested
that these populations are secure on the island.

as cats, plus the continued improvement of their habitat. The
Golden Whistler is a species regarded as a habitat specialist
with reduced distribution on the Swan Coastal Plain (Dell &
Banyard 2000). On the basis of this repeat census it is evident
that the Golden Whistler can no longer be considered
uncommon on the island as had been previously stated
(Johnstone and Storr 2004). The White-browed Scrubwren
is also regarded as a habitat specialist and the abundance
of this species would have been greater than estimated,
as their presence was noted but not counted along the
roadside vegetation.
The relative abundance of the Western Gerygone (139) was
also high (Fig. 1). It could be argued that this population
may increase as a result of this species’ regular migration
pattern to the south in autumn and winter (Johnstone and
Storr 2004). However as the song of Rottnest birds is notably
different from that on the mainland (Baker et al. 2003) and
no mainland Western Gerygone songs were noted on the
island, it is suggested that only an island resident population
was being recorded.
The Spotted Pardalote was recorded in three sites and this
was considered unusual but this species has a migration
pattern that could include Rottnest Island in favourable
years.
As has been noted by Saunders (2010), Rottnest Island is
important for three bushbird species, Singing Honeyeater,
Vol 140 December 2011

32° 00' 13"S,; 115° 31' 54"E to 32° 00' 30"S, 115° 31'
30"S
32° 00' 35S,: 115° 31' 42"E

The Painted Button-quail (13) was recorded at five sites
but only two of these were the same sites where it had
been recorded in 2009 (20) suggesting this species is using
suitable habitat throughout the
island.
The decrease in Rock Parrot
abundance has continued. This
species was regarded as common
between 1905 and 1929 but was
uncommon by 1965 (Storr 1964).
Even with the removal of cats from
the island this population has
continued to decline suggesting that
it is no longer viable on the island.
Whilst five raptor species were
recorded, only three of these could
be considered resident: Eastern
Osprey, Brown Goshawk and
Nankeen Kestrel.
4

Singing Honeyeater,
Rottnest Island.
Photo: Maris Lauva
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Table 2: Birds Australia WA Bushbird survey on Rottnest Island, 10-11 September 2011.		

B = breeding; C – common.

Species
Australian Shelduck
Pacific Black Duck

Abundance
104
14

Grey Teal

4

Australasian Gannet

6

Australasian Darter

1

Great Cormorant
Pied Cormorant
Australian Pelican

1
15
2

Eastern Reef Egret

3

White-faced Heron
Eastern Osprey
Australian Pied Oystercatcher

1
10
10

Sooty Oystercatcher
Black-winged Stilt
Red-necked Avocet
Grey Plover
Red-capped Plover
Whimbrel

1
6
1
1
20
1

Ruddy Turnstone

10

Sanderling
Red-necked Stint
Caspian Tern
Crested Tern
Pacific Gull
Silver Gull

6
100
9
400
1
105

current population distribution of Red-capped Robin and
Golden Whistler in all suitable habitat should ensure the
conservation of these species on the island should such an
event occur.

Breeding
B
B

Comparing the results of the 2009 and 2011 census
suggested that the differences in species present and
abundance were insignificant. In repeating the 2009
work after two years, using the same methods resulted in
reasonable confidence that a relatively accurate estimate of
the bushbird population had been established. There would
be value in persisting with this method for future abundance
and presence surveys.
B
B
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Table 3: Shorebird species on Rottnest Island, September 2011

The sighting of only four Rainbow Lorikeets, regarded
as a pest species, suggested that the absence of many
nectar rich flora species should keep this population from
becoming established on the island. No other pest species
were recorded.
Australian Raven numbers (78) were considered high for a
small island and it was noted that the population density
of this species was greater around the Settlement, which
was outside the survey area. This result suggested that the
population may be augmented from the mainland.
Shorebirds
The absence of Banded Stilts could not be considered
due to habitat decline but more likely that they were
distributed throughout inland wetlands after high rainfall
events through much of Australia. Sanderling with traces
of breeding plumage were seen in birds at Bickley Point,
signalling the recent arrival of this migratory species.
Conclusion
This work confirmed the continued success of conserving
the terrestrial environment on Rottnest Island, one of the
key values determined in the Rottnest Island Management
Plan 2009-2014 (Rottnest Island Authority 2009, p.125). The
presence of Red-capped Robins in 79% of the surveyed
sites suggested that the habitat management is providing
a suitable habitat for this species in most of the forested
terrestrial area.
The major threat to the bushbird species on the island
is likely to be an uncontrolled fire event. Therefore the
Vol 140 December 2011

Sanderlings at Philip Point, Rottnest Island.
Photo: Rob Schmidt
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Australian Ravens.
Drawing: Judy Blyth

Figure 1: Comparison of estimated abundance of bushbird species on
Rottnest Island, 2009-2011

White-fronted Chat, Rottnest Island.
Photo: BAWA Digital Library (Rod Smith)

Obituary
In memory of Hank Van Wees, 1930 – 2011
Born December 1930 in Hoorn, North Holland, Hank
emigrated to Australia at the age of twenty-three. His only
form of transport then was his bike, and it was quite common
for him to ride from Rivervale or Mount Hawthorn to go
birding at Pelican Point and then on to North Lake and
Bulrush Lake and home via
Fremantle.

Hank van Wees.
Photo: Dorothy van Wees
Western Australian Bird Notes

and Albany. Hank often led excursions to Herdsman Lake,
Bayswater Bird Sanctuary, Garvey Park and Lake Joondalup.
On each outing he kept accurate lists, which he regularly
passed on to Birds Australia.
Hank’s love of birds and the native bushland of Perth inspired
him to do voluntary maintenance and weeding at Bayswater
Bird Sanctuary and Breckler Park in Dianella. He also planted
wildflowers and native shrubs and trees to attract birds to his
garden.

Hank spent most of his life in
Perth and was a keen member of
the birding community. A docket
for his subscription to the RAOU
in 1957 was found among his
records. Some of his favourite
birding sites were the lakes and
parks in the metropolitan area,
the Darling Range, Busselton

Sadly Hank passed away at his home in Yokine on 26 August
2011. He is sadly missed by his loving wife Dorothy and
children Ann, Joe, Gerard and Mary.
Written by Hank’s son, Gerard van Wees, who now lives in the
Northern Territory. He is a very keen birdwatcher and takes tour
groups around Kakadu and other highlights. Some of the tours he
does are specially for birdwatchers.
7
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Letters to the Editors
Dear Editors

Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo feeding habitat. DEC has notified
the Forests Products Commission (FPC) of the location
of Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo night roost sites within the
Gnangara pine forests with the advice that an area of pine
trees be left at each site, at least until the revegetation works
have become established. Birds Australia is also aware of the
issues associated with the clearing of the pine plantations and
their possible impacts on the Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos.

Internet Bird Collection
Some of your readers may be interested in the website of a
group called Internet Bird Collection. They are aiming to
feature a photo, video and a bird call of every bird in the
world. Still have some way to go but it's an interesting site to
browse around.
The site is http://ibc.lynxeds.com.

Regarding nesting Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos in the
Gnangara Pine Forest area, there are some breeding records
on the northern Swan Coastal Plain and the sites near Yanchep
are close to the pine plantations. As such, the success of
these breeding locations will be to some extent dependent
on the food provided by the pine plantations. This shift
towards breeding on the Swan Coastal Plain is a recent
change, probably in response to the loss of breeding and
feeding habitat in the Wheatbelt. DEC and Birds Australia
are monitoring this change and encourage people to notify
us of any sightings of breeding black cockatoos. Interested
people may also wish to contact Catherine O’Neill, who is
coordinating the Birds Australia survey of breeding Carnaby’s
Back-Cockatoos.

Libby McGill

Dear Editors
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo
I am writing in response to John Peck’s item in WABN 139,
p.20 (Observations of Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo).
The question John asked about whether the recorded decline
in number of roosting birds (in both the 2010 and 2011 Great
Cocky Counts) is a consequence of them having moved
elsewhere is a good one. There is certainly the potential for the
birds to have shifted to new and undiscovered locations and
John’s experience with HF28 illustrates this. The short answer
to John’s question is that yes, there will almost certainly be
undiscovered roost locations, so to be certain whether we are
looking at a decline in the local population or a shifting of the
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos to unknown areas, we will need
further surveys and more sites covered. I’m pleased to say that
DEC has partnered up with Birds Australia once again to run
another two Great Cocky Counts, in 2012 and 2013, to try to
get a better handle on the population trends.

Dr Geoff Barrett
Regional Ecologist, Swan Region
Department of Environment and Conservation
Email: Geoff.Barrett@dec.wa.gov.au

In the meantime, what we can say is that across over 65 roost
locations, covering a large area of core Carnaby’s BlackCockatoo feeding habitat on the northern Swan Coastal Plain,
since 2006 but more thoroughly over the 2010 – 2011 period,
we have recorded a significant decline in the total number of
roosting birds and number of birds per roost. It is the nature
of science that we cannot prove a negative (eg, we will never
be able to say with certainty that there are no large, undetected
flocks of cockatoos in the forests) but we can reject the notion
that there has been no change across the area studied. To put
it another way, the science is telling us that there is a local
decline across an area of core habitat on the northern Swan
Coastal Plain.
Regarding the clearing of the Gnangara pine trees, DEC is
aware of the plan for the staged removal of 23 000 hectares
of pines, and that it has already commenced and will have an
impact on the number of roosting birds in the area. As part
of the DEC Gnangara Sustainability Strategy (for reports
see: http://www.water.wa.gov.au/sites/gss/reports.html), a
revegetation strategy has been planned (and funding is being
sought), that aims to revegetate around 9000 hectares with
Vol 140 December 2011

A Wedge-tailed Eagle takes a wallaby, Stirling Range
(see article, page 20).
Photo: Margaret Cox
8

Western Australian Bird Notes

Book review
She named him ‘Toot’.

INVISIBLE ME

One of the characters in Invisible Me
is a WGP, Toot. There he is, alongside
other far better known Aussies such as
a kangaroo, an echidna and a goanna. I
have no doubt that he is the first WGP in
a post-indigenous story. What better way
to introduce this little-known part of our
natural heritage! If the WGP is to survive
it needs many people to know about it
and care about it. After ‘The End’ (an
important part of any story) Wendy has included some facts
about each of her six main characters.

by Wendy Binks
2011. Published by Stunned Emu Press,
Fremantle
32 pages, 230 mm x 297 mm. Paperback.
Wendy Binks has just launched a third
book in her very successful ‘Stripey’
series. Stripey is an Emu chick. Invisible
Me is a tale of camouflage, ideally suited
to 3 to 10 year olds but the colourful and
detailed illustrations will please people of any age.
Wendy loves the Australian bush and is a talented, loyally
West Australian, artist. Her positive attitude shines through
all her work. In 2005, while sailing on the Leeuwin, she met
Brent Barrett who was then the scientist engaged to study
the Western Ground Parrot (WGP). This led to Wendy’s
involvement with the WGP. She went on a field trip soon
after and while there produced a painting that was and is used
in WGP promotion. This was before Brent had been able to
photograph the bird and when very few images of the WGP
were in existence. Since then Wendy has been on other WGP
field trips, including one of the successful capture trips and
she had the opportunity of naming one of the captured birds.

I do recommend Invisible Me and a visit to Dusty Bucket
Gully, Jerrycan Junction and five more very distinctly different
locations, with Stripey.
The book can be purchased from either of Wendy’s shops
“Stunned Emu Designs” 56 South Terrace, Fremantle, and
Shop 44 Fremantle Markets, or online at www.wendybinks.
com.
Brenda Newbey
Friends of the Western Ground Parrot

Observations
This list has been compiled by the
WA Rarities Committee. Metropolitan
suburbs or shires are in parentheses.
Please report interesting observations to
Alan Collins (9291 4219 or, preferably,
sightings@birdswa.com.au) or to the
BAWA office (9383 7749). Sightings are
included on the BAWA web site (http://
birdswa.org.au/sightings.htm) as soon
as possible, and the most interesting
are selected for inclusion in the next
WABN.
Highlights
A three hour sea-watch from Bunker
Bay in August resulted in the recording
of 10 500 Hutton’s Shearwaters, by
far the largest number ever recorded
in Western Australia; all were flying
south, presumably returning to New
Zealand for the breeding season. This
represents approximately 3% of the
Western Australian Bird Notes

global population based on current
estimates. Accompanying this massive
flock were at least two Fluttering
Shearwaters, and although a few beachwashed individuals of this species have
previously been found in WA, these two
birds are the first sighting of live birds
for the state.
A combination of good winter/spring
rainfall and new growth of Typha
made conditions at James Swamp and
Forrestdale Lake ideal for Australasian
Bitterns. A male was initially heard
booming from James Swamp before it
moved to Forrestdale during October.
This species was also heard at Thomsons
Lake, and this is the first confirmed
record at that site since 1991.
Spring migration was conspicuous in
the metro area with Fork-tailed Swifts,
a Black-eared Cuckoo and a Spiny9

cheeked Honeyeater being reported,
as well as an influx of White-winged
Trillers. A number of nomadic species
from the arid zone also started to move
into the south-west, most notably
Crimson Chat, Masked Woodswallow
and Black-tailed Native-hen.
The wader season in the south-west
started with very early records of both
Wood Sandpiper and Long-toed
Stint and a group of Inland Dotterels
seen briefly on the Peel Inlet. The
dotterel is far more at home in the arid
interior, so to see a group of three in the
metropolitan area was an extremely rare
occurrence.
As mentioned in WABN 139 Brown
Quail continue to spread into new areas;
in recent years this species has expanded
its distribution in the Pilbara and also
parts of the Great Sandy and Gibson
Vol 140 December 2011

Observations, ctd

Desert regions and a covey of birds seen
at Noonyereena Pool were a long way
from their previous known range.
METROPOLITAN (UBD Street
Directory)
Fork-tailed Swift – 2+ 01/09/11,
Beresford Place (Leeming) – RP
(very early date)
Australasian Bittern – 1, 9-11/10/11
James Swamp (Forrestdale) – DJa
& BF * 1, 15-25/10/11, Forrestdale
Lake (Forrestdale) – CH, JG et al.
(1st records for James Swamp &
Forrestdale Lake)
Inland Dotterel – 3, 29/08/11, Nairns
(Coodanup) – KM (extremely
rare in the metropolitan area,
photograph)
Masked Lapwing – 1, 12/08/11,
Grogan Road (Belmont) – AG
(scarce in the metropolitan area)

Hutton’s Shearwater – 10 500+,
14/08/11, Bunker Bay (Busselton) –
JG, MN & AC (record high count;
see article page ????)

White-browed Woodswallow – 20+,
28/08/11, Billabong Roadhouse
(Shark Bay) – DJ (scarce visitor to
the Midwest)

Black-tailed Native-hen – 1, 16/10/11,
Kulunilup NR (Cranbrook) – GW,
PT et al. (rare in extreme south west
of WA)

Painted Finch – 2, 16/10/11, 11 km
west of Mt Magnet (Mt Magnet) –
FO (southern limit of normal range)

Wood Sandpiper – 9, 14/08/11,
Nameellup Settlement ponds
(Murray) – KM (very early arrival
date for the southwest)
Long-toed Stint – 1, 14/08/11,
Nameellup Settlement ponds
(Murray) – KM (very early arrival
date for the southwest, or possibly
an overwintering bird)
Crimson Chat – 1, 09/10/11, Darkin
Road (Beverley) – LL (rare in the
southwest)

Black-eared Cuckoo – 1, 10/10/11, Star
Swamp (Watermans Bay) – MH
(rare in the metropolitan area)
Arctic Tern at Hillarys.
Photo: Allan Burbidge

Masked Woodswallow – 60+, 16/10/11,
Creyk Park (Armadale) – RJ
(infrequent visitor to the northern
Swan Coastal Plain)

Masked Woodswallow – 3+, 16/10/11,
Badgebup (Katanning) – DS (scarce
in the southwest)

SOUTH WEST (Shark Bay to Cape
Arid)

Brown Quail – 12+, 29/07/11,
Noonyereena Pool (Meekatharra)
– PA (range extension) (see photo,
page 2)

FLUTTERING SHEARWATER – 2+,
14/08/11, Bunker Bay (Busselton)
– AC (1st live record for Western
Australia; see article page 18)

Grey Falcon – 1, 28/09/11, Leopold
Downs Road (Derby-East
Kimberley) – RA (very rarely
reported resident)
CHRISTMAS ISLAND
Glossy Ibis – 1, 03/09/11, Central Area
Workshop – AL & NH (3rd record
for Christmas Island)
Australian Pratincole – 4, 19/07/11,
Airport – AL (rare vagrant to
Christmas Island)
OBSERVER

Arctic Tern – 1, 04-13/08/11, Hillarys
Boat Harbour (Hillarys) – MH,
T&MC et al. (rare winter visitor to
SW; photographs)

Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater – 1,
30/08/11 to 01/09/11, Sydney Road
(Gnangara) – RC, BC (rare in the
metropolitan area)

KIMBERLEY

ARID ZONE

Banded Stilt – 3250, 07/08/11, Lake
Austin (Cue) – FO (high count)

AC = Alan Collins
AG = Alan Galbraith
AL = Albert Low
BC = Bruce Corfe
BF = Bryony Fremlin
CH = Colin Heap
DJ = Darryl Jones
DJa = David James
DS = David Secomb
FO = Frank O’Connor
GW = Gillian Wheatley
JG = John Graff
KM = Ken Monson
LL = Louise Little
MH = Michael Hancock
MN = Mark Newman
NH = Neil Hamilton
PA = Pam Agar
PT = Peter Taylor
RA = Robin Ashford
RC = Richard Curtis
RJ = Ron Johnstone
RP = Robyn Pickering
T&MC = Ted & Maureen Cawley

Graeme Hamilton (BA’s CEO) and BA National Office staff at the BAWA Executive
meeting held on 24 October (see the Chair’s report, page 11).
Photo: Sue Mather
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Birds Australia WA reports
CHAIR’S REPORT
BirdLife, seemingly in the distance at Birds Australia’s
last May’s AGM, is upon us and Birds Australia Western
Australia’s AGM in February will be in the name of BirdLife
Western Australia. Chairs of the various committees, project
officers and some other members who take on different
responsibilities in the organisation attended, on the 24th
October, a meeting with Graeme Hamilton, the CEO, and
other national office staff (see photo, page 10) where the
value and importance of a strong national and regional
presence and a united voice for birds was discussed. Be
assured that whilst the new logo and templates for all
our bits of paper are not yet available, they look smart,
appropriate and effective. Much as I hate meetings, having
the opportunity to discuss many aspects of Western
Australia’s operations was really valuable during these few
days.

contractual arrangements for projects funded to BAWA
Inc. were deemed not to have been fulfilled then BAWA
Inc would be liable to redress this situation. If the financial
procedures do not meet the legislative requirements then
again BAWA Inc would be liable.
There are other negative aspects of maintaining two
organisations, such as additional management costs and the
volunteer work involved in maintaining two sets of books.
The assumption was made when the BAWA Inc structure was
established that there would be an Executive Committee
for each organisation, that the same people would serve
on both these committees and that Western Australian
membership of Birds Australia automatically meant
membership also of BAWA Inc. This may not necessarily be
the case now or in the future. Therefore, we could see the
situation of two discordant committees acting against each
other and certainly doing nothing for our predominant aim:
to create a stronger voice for birds in Western Australia.

As part of the move forward with a strengthened regional
presence, Cheryl Gole, who has had a close association
with Birds Australia for several years, has been appointed
as the Program Manager for Western Australia. This is a
much needed appointment to which previous Chairs will
testify and we are fortunate to have this position filled by
someone who is familiar with our operations. Cheryl is
based at Peregrine House and this has necessitated some
reorganising in the office.

With the creation of BirdLife Australia we have the
opportunity to cement our relationship with the national
office, and work at ways of making this relationship work
to its full potential. This process has already begun with
the appointment of a Program Manager based in Western
Australia rather than in Melbourne. I would like to see us
identify ourselves as Western Australian members of BirdLife
Australia and with one organisation, BirdLife Western
Australia representing the national body in this state.

We have two new country branches, again strengthening
our regional presence: Bunbury and MidWest (Geraldton).
This is a great move ahead with this concept. Elizabeth Fox
(a new Executive Committee member) has agreed to take on
the role of liaising with the country branches.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those
members I have worked with during the year and to
acknowledge that making changes is never easy but often
necessary to move ahead. Season’s greetings and wonderful
birding over the Christmas break.
Suzanne Mather
Chair

As was outlined in WABN 139, Birds Australia Western
Australia Inc cannot fall under the umbrella of BirdLife
Australia. Apart from no longer needing this separate
organisation, BAWA Inc is not covered by insurance
and therefore for liability. This makes it vulnerable if the

BAWA PROJECTS
gratitude of staff. Volunteers learnt all about the Carnaby’s
Black-Cockatoo Recovery Project and Carnaby’s BlackCockatoos in a presentation given by Project Manager Raana
Scott. Raana outlined why these amazing birds are endangered
and why they are in need of help, as well as outlining what
the recovery project does in order to help conserve them.
Conservation Officer Claire Bartron then went through what to
look out for to identify potential breeding activity and how to
survey Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos for nesting activity.

CARNABY’S BLACK-COCKATOO VOLUNTEER
TRAINING DAYS
This year the Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo Recovery Project
held three training days for metropolitan and regional
volunteers to provide support for staff and long term
volunteers in monitoring known breeding sites and surveying
potential sites for nesting activity (see photo, page 43).
The training day at Chittering, hosted by the Chittering
Landcare District Committee and Chittering Bird Group,
was a great success, attracting 31 volunteers. Many of these
volunteers have gone on to conduct surveys, much to the
Western Australian Bird Notes

After breaking for a sumptuous lunch the volunteers were
ready to head out to the field to put theory into practice at
Julimar Conservation Park. Volunteers enjoyed walking
11
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through Julimar and seeing habitat that Carnaby’s BlackCockatoos breed in and learning to identify what trees could
potentially contain a hollow suitable for a Carnaby’s BlackCockatoo to utilise and how to survey them.

overlap; and provide insight into how avian diversity can be
supported in structurally-complex ecosystems.
Tegan Douglas

Feedback from the training day has been very positive and we
hope to be able to conduct more training days in the future
so that volunteers can continue to increase their ability to
help these endangered birds. Training days were also held at
Moora and Badgebup . The volunteers have been coordinated
by Cathie O’Neill, who has herself made a great voluntary
contribution to the project. Piers Higgs and his team also gave
instructions in using a GPS to locate a known nest site.

Tracey Moore was a recipient of one of the BAWA scholarships to
give a paper at the 2011 Australasian Ornithological Conference.
Following is the abstract of her paper.
Links between Eucalyptus wandoo health and birds
T.L. Moore1, L.E. Valentine1, M.D. Craig2, G.St.J.E. Hardy2
and P.A. Fleming1

Claire Bartron

AUSTRALASIAN ORNITHOLOGICAL CONFERENCE
— SUMMARY
Tegan Douglas
I was fortunate enough to receive funding from Birds Australia
Western Australia to present research collected as part of
my honours degree at the recent Australasian Ornithological
Conference in Cairns. My project investigated differences in
habitat use and social behaviour of two of our small, endemic
birds. The following is a summary of this work.
The Red-winged Fairy-wren Malurus elegans and the Whitebrowed Scrubwren Sericornis frontalis maculatus exhibit
many similarities – both are small, understorey-dwelling,
cooperatively-breeding, insectivorous passerines, and they
both inhabit and defend permanent territories in tall, open
Karri Eucalyptus diversicolor forests of Australia’s southwest. This study considered potential overlap between the
two species in terms of habitat use and social behaviour
at Smithbrook Nature Reserve, near Manjimup, where
both species occur in significant numbers. In 2009-2010,
observations of colour-banded birds were made with regard
to territory and group sizes, breeding season, habitat height
preferences, foraging group size and cohesion, mixed feeding
flock and predator response behaviours.
Results showed that despite living in similar-sized family
groups, scrubwren territories were 45% larger than fairy-wren
territories. While fairy-wrens most commonly foraged in
large family groups, scrubwrens were often seen alone, or in
smaller sub-units of 2-3 individuals. Observations show both
species were using similar height strata in the understorey to
forage in, but there is a difference in the pattern of preferred
foraging height. Both species were frequently seen in mixedspecies feeding groups, although scrubwrens often foraged in
closer proximity to other species rather than other scrubwrens.
Differences in the height of nests were not statistically
different, but moult records support the view that the two
species breed at different times of year.

Large portions of the world’s forest are currently impacted by
declines in tree health; however, the impacts of these declines
on woodland birds is largely unknown. Since 2002, small
patches of Eucalyptus wandoo woodlands in the wheatbelt
of south-west Western Australia have demonstrated decline
in condition. Retraction or loss of canopy foliage can result
in reduction in foraging resources such as nectar and pollen;
insects, lerps and manna, and can also reduce habitat quality
and nest sites for woodland birds. To investigate the influence
of tree decline on bird foraging, we conducted observations
of five bird species (Rufous Treecreeper, wattle bird spp.,
Yellow-plumed Honeyeater, Weebill and Striated Pardalote) on
trees in various states of health in Dryandra State Forest and
Wandoo Conservation Park. We observed a bird by following
flocks or using the sit-and-wait approach. Responses measured
include the health of trees utilised, time spent within trees and
the activity of each bird. Birds used both healthy and declining
trees for their foraging activities; however, each individual
species of bird demonstrated dissimilar preferences for healthy
and declining trees. Weebills displayed a preference for
trees with low amounts of dieback in the canopy and Rufous
Treecreepers used trees with more dead branches. Although
the decline of E. wandoo may have temporarily affected
resource availability for canopy foraging species (eg, Striated
Pardalotes), the patchy nature of the decline is likely to have
had minimal influence on the food resources for the overall
woodland birdlife.
Tracey Moore

AUSTRALASIAN BITTERNS BOOMING NEAR
CAPE LE GRAND
Surveys of a number of wetlands east of Esperance were
conducted by BAWA volunteers and DEC staff between
Sunday 9 October and Saturday 15 October 2011. These
surveys were highly successful — preliminary results are
that 11 to 18 Australasian Bitterns and three Australian Little
Bitterns were recorded.

Despite broad similarities, results corroborate significant
differences in social behaviour and habitat use. When these
results were considered alongside other differences between
the species, such as differences in plumage pattern, habitat
preference and distribution, this is unsurprising. This study
provided an example of how simple observation techniques
can further knowledge of competition, niche and ecological
Vol 140 December 2011

State Centre for Climate Change, Woodland and Forest
Health, Veterinary and Biomedical Sciences, Murdoch
University; 2State Centre for Climate Change, Woodland
and Forest Health, Biological Sciences and Biotechnology,
Murdoch University
1

To put this into perspective, only 19 to 22 Australasian
Bitterns were recorded during surveys throughout the southwest in 2010/11. These surveys provide an indication that the
Esperance region may be the most important region currently
for this endangered species in Western Australia.
12
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All but one Australian Little Bittern and one probable
Australasian Bittern were recorded on unallocated Crown land
and private property.
With confirmed records from four wetlands on the Swan
Coastal Plain already, as well as records from the Muir-Unicup
wetlands and South Coast, it is looking to be a record breaking
year for the Bittern project!
Thanks to the Esperance survey team: Emma Adams (DEC),
Steve Butler (DEC), Sarah Butler, Robyn Cale (South Coast
NRM), Sarah Comer (DEC), Jim Creighton, Jenny Ford,
Laurent Gaillard (France/Caribbean), Wayne Gill (DEC),
Maris Lauva, Robyn Pickering, Jean Read, Ken Read, Bridget
Ross, and Charles Ross. Thanks to Nicole Chalmer and David
and Dale Johnson for allowing members of the team to access
their properties to visit wetlands. Thanks to DEC who made
available their Lucky Bay seasonal rangers cottage for the
team to use as a base and to Lotterywest for providing funding
for these surveys.
Robyn Pickering

NOISY SCRUB-BIRDS AND THE SOUTH COAST
THREATENED BIRDS RECOVERY TEAM
The two writers of this article are representatives of Birds
Australia Western Australia (BAWA) on the South Coast
Threatened Birds Recovery Team (SCTBRT).
The SCTBRT was established in 1996 and is currently
chaired by Sarah Comer, South Coast Regional Ecologist of
the Department of Environment and Conservation at Albany.
Earlier, there was a Noisy Scrub-bird recovery team, which
first met in February 1992. The current team has a total of
about ten permanent members and has input as needed from
many other people. It deals with four currently threatened
birds occurring almost entirely in several major conservation
reserves in the South Coast Region. These birds are the
Western Ground Parrot, Noisy Scrub-bird, Western Bristlebird,
and the western heath sub-species of Western Whipbird. Many
of the relevant threats and management issues to be dealt with
are common to several or all of these birds.
On the 31st of October this year we, and other past and present
members of the SCTBRT, were among nearly 60 people
entertained at Two Peoples Bay Nature Reserve to celebrate
the 50th anniversary of the rediscovery of the Noisy Scrubbird. This now iconic species was first collected by John
Gould’s premier collector, John Gilbert, in the Jarrah forest
near Drakesbrook (near present day Waroona) in 1842. By
the end of the 1840s the Noisy Scrub-bird was also known to
occur in the Augusta Margaret River area and around Albany.
It was not known to be particularly common anywhere and,
in the face of clearing and modification of native vegetation,
often associated with major wildfires, Noisy Scrub-birds
declined rapidly. There were no confirmed records between
1889 and 1961, and by the mid twentieth century , some
wondered whether the scrub-bird may have become extinct.

All of the publicity and public concern ensured that funds
were made available to manage the new nature reserve so as
to protect the Noisy Scrub-bird, while still allowing public use
by fishermen and recreationists. The Department of Fisheries
and Fauna (an early forerunner of the present Department
of Environment and Conservation) had management of the
new nature reserve and had a management presence on the
nature reserve from the early 1970s. The department liaised
with the CSIRO to ensure that research was conducted on the
Noisy Scrub-bird to enable good conservation management
to be implemented. CSIRO scientists Norman Robinson and
Graeme Smith conducted such research for many years.
By the early 1980s a Reserve Manager (Graeme Folley) had
been appointed and good management of the Mount Gardner
population of scrub-birds had enabled numbers of the species
to build up to about 140 calling males in 1983. Thus, the
time was right for the implementation of a key strategy that
had been discussed for some time: the translocation of Noisy
Scrub-birds to other sites that appeared to offer suitable
habitat. In 1983 the renowned New Zealand bird conservation
scientist Don Merton was invited to assist with setting up a
translocation program, which he did over a period of nearly
three months. His influence and advice was critical to the
success of many translocations of Noisy Scrub-birds.
By 1986 sufficient information was available for the (now)
Department of Fisheries and Wildlife to complete Wildlife
Management Program No 2, essentially the first recovery plan
written for the Noisy Scrub-bird.
In 1996 Wildlife Management Program No. 2 was rewritten
(now within the Department of Conservation and Land
Management) and approved as a formal recovery plan for the
Noisy Scrub-bird.
Earlier, in 1986, Alan Danks, who had been working on the
scrub-bird program for some years, was appointed Manager
of Two Peoples Bay Nature Reserve and the leader of the
Noisy Scrub-bird recovery program, which he did up until
1999. By the time of Alan’s retirement from the Department of
Environment and Conservation in 2009, scrub-bird numbers
had increased substantially. In 2011 there were more than 450
singing male Noisy Scrub-birds in several distinct populations,
including one on a largely inaccessible and predator free
island. Alan Danks continues as an important member of the
South Coast Threatened Birds Recovery Team.

After a short period during which several people interested
in birds came to think that the Noisy Scrub-bird may
still occur in the Two Peoples Bay area, it was formally
rediscovered there by a local school headmaster, Harley
Webster, in 1961. This rediscovery created great interest
Western Australian Bird Notes

among ornithologists and bird-watchers, but it almost came
too late. The Two Peoples Bay area, only about 30 km east of
Albany, had already become the subject of a proposal for a
town site development. Conservationists, ornithologists and
birdwatchers became caught up in a desperate bid to ensure
that the newly rediscovered species, with fewer than 100
individuals in existence and obviously very sensitive to land
disturbance, was not rapidly driven to extinction. The Duke
of Edinburgh was persuaded to use his influence with the
Western Australian Government through the then Premier Sir
David Brand. After a sometimes bitter debate, both locally and
in State Parliament, the Brand Government cancelled the town
site gazettal and Two Peoples Bay was declared an A Class
Nature Reserve in 1967.

In recognition of the improvement in the status of the Noisy
Scrub-bird throughout the 1990s it had been down-graded
from Endangered to Vulnerable. Major wildfires affected
13
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several populations in 2004 and a precautionary upgrading
to Endangered took place. The current situation suggests that
populations are expanding again, and in the long term, as a
result of translocations and effective management, we hope
that it can be down-graded again. In any case, the increased
population size and geographic spread will provide more
security than 50 years ago.

SHOREBIRDS 2020
“One Swallow doth not a Summer make”, but an early capture
of a Greater Sand Plover at Broome with a geolocator carrying
a full migration history is a good start!
Adrian Boyle and his Broome team (NW Wader Group)
caught a small by-catch of Greater Sand Plovers in a large
catch of nearly 600 medium/small size waders on 28 August.
One of the Greater Sand Plovers (engraved flag JCY) carried a
geolocator. He had seen this bird in the field the previous day
(the ninth bird with a geolocator to arrive back at Broome this
year).

Many thanks to Andrew Burbidge and Alan Danks for help on
some of the historical issues.
Further reading
Danks, A., Comer, S., and Burbidge, A. H. (2011). Back from
the brink: 50 years of conservation at Two Peoples Bay.
Landscope 27(1), 32-38.
John Blyth and Brenda Newbey

The geolocator was sent back to Ken Gosbell for downloading
and this information forwarded to James Fox, in the UK, for
help with interpretation. The crude results are shown on the
map on page 2.
The map shows the route to and from the breeding grounds
in Mongolia. Data are still being verified, after which we hope
to have a more detailed understanding of the major stopover
locations.

THE DUKE AND THE SCRUB-BIRD
Following the rediscovery of the Noisy Scrub-bird at Two
Peoples Bay in 1962, there was considerable debate about
the possible fate of this population (see article in this issue by
John Blyth and Brenda Newbey). Fortunately, intervention by
His Royal Highness, Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, helped
tip the balance in favour of the scrub-bird.
The presence of the Duke in Perth in October for CHOGM
provided an opportunity to acknowledge his contribution,
made even more appropriate as this year is the 50th
anniversary of the rediscovery.

This is the first time we have obtained a full migration
track from a geolocator on a Greater Sand Plover. Problems
were experienced the previous year with the technical
performance of the geolocators on Greater Sand Plovers and
all we obtained from the 12 geolocators recovered were six
northward migration tracks to, or almost to, the breeding
grounds.
Furthermore, a team of nine people from the VWSG are
visiting Broome from 9 September for 12 days, to help Chris
Hassell, Adrian Boyle and the Broome team to retrieve more
geolocators. Another geolocator bird has apparently already
been caught, and with great anticipation we await news of
whatever secrets its data may hold …
So hopefully some more good news in a couple of weeks.
Clive Minton and Ken Gosbell

BANDED STILT ALERT — AGAIN!!!!
News must travel fast in the world of the Banded Stilt.
Just days after extensive rainfall from ex-tropical cyclone
Yasi delivered flows into Lake Torrens, Banded Stilts were
discovered breeding on several small islands due east of
Andamooka. Shortly afterwards, another group were found
breeding on an island further south. Total of both sites: an
estimated 25 000 breeding pairs.

Allan Danks and Sarah Comer speaking at the event celebrating
the 50th anniversary of the rediscovery of the Noisy Scrub-bird.
Photos: Allan Burbidge

Sarah Comer (Chair of the South Coast Threatened Birds
Recovery Team), together with Deon Utber (DEC’s Regional
Leader Nature Conservation for the South Coast) and Stephen
Garnett (Chair of BA’s Threatened Species Committee), were
able to meet the Queen and Prince Philip, and to present the
Prince with a photograph of a Noisy Scrub-bird, taken by
Alan Danks. The Prince remembered his involvement with
the scrub-bird with some pride, and said that he would hang
the photograph in his retreat at Sandringham, near the Carol
O'Connor painting of a scrub-bird.
Allan Burbidge
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The biggest threat facing the colony was soon evident —
water levels and food supply!
By mid April the vast majority of chicks present were very
close to fledging — some were already flying. And this was
just as well — the water, now five times saltier than sea water,
was killing off the Brine Shrimp that the stilts were relying
on. Friends of Shorebirds SE and the Victorian Wader Study
Group together with some Roxby Downs locals and support
from DENR, set about banding some chicks. After a number
of trials and tribulations amid difficult weather and lake
conditions, the team eventually caught and banded 332 chicks
Western Australian Bird Notes
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which were on the verge of fledging. (See http://beforeitsgone.
com.au/2011/07/18/banded-stilts-breed-on-lake-torrens-thebanding/)

Please report Banded Stilt observations to either the
Australasian Wader Study Group mintons@ozemail.com.au or
Reece Pedler rpedler@deakin.edu.au.
or Maureen Christie twinpeppers@icisp.net.au.

We know at least some of the chicks successfully fledged —
one was seen, and photographed, about ten days later on 28
April, 20 km south of Streaky Bay, on Eyre Peninsula!! Other
small groups of chicks were seen on smaller ephemeral lakes
between Roxby Downs and Woomera and near Lake Eyre
South in the following weeks. Although the age of these birds
and timing of sightings lead us to believe that they were from
the Lake Torrens breeding event, none of these fledglings
sported coloured flags from the banding, which would confirm
their origin beyond any doubt.

Maureen Christie
Carpenter Rocks, 5291
(08) 8738 0014; 0427 380 014;
twinpeppers@icisp.net.au
Reece Pedler
PO Box 712 Roxby Downs
0400 038 452; rpedler@deakin.edu.au

The first eggs were laid on 18 February, and the first fledged
juvenile seen ten weeks later on 28 April.

LIBRARY NEWS

Of course, banding and flagging the chicks is only the
beginning; now we need to record how the flock, and the
chicks, disperse to their non-breeding areas. If indeed, that is
what they do. I remember saying the same thing last August,
only to find that most of the adults presumably stuck around
the pastoral lands ready to begin breeding again some seven
months later! And, with water flowing into Lake Eyre, who is
to say that they won’t breed again soon?

The BAWA Library at Peregrine House now has over 700 items
on the shelves. Recent acquisitions include:
Gole, C. The Southwest Australia Ecoregion (333.7 GOL)
Jandakot Regional Park Management Plan 2010 (363.7)
Alderfer, J. and Dunn, J.L. Birding Essentials (598.07234 ALD)
— a beginners guide to birding

It may just be possible, for a short time, to recognise
three ages of Banded Stilt in the field: this year’s chicks,
recognisable by their grey lores, pale edges to the wing coverts
(less obvious) and grey/brown legs; last year’s chicks, with
grey knees with legs ‘not quite’ the same vibrant pink of the
adults and some with partial breast bands developing; and
adults with bright pink legs (most with full breast band).
Do not be surprised to see flocks with a high proportion of
immature birds.
News of flagged birds is especially sought, with observers
being asked to make careful note of the configuration of any
flags seen. The following combinations were used:
•

•

•

Orange above yellow flags on the left upper (triangular
flags) was flagged as a chick at Lake Torrens in April
2011 (see photo, page 2)

Thom, V. Scottish Birds (598.943 THO) — a pocket guide to
over 180 birds found in Scotland
Craig, M. et al., The Birds of Lake McLarty (598.33 CRA)

Library Hours: Monday to Friday 9.30 am – 12.30 pm
Borrowing procedure: To borrow a book, BAWA members
should fill out the card in the pocket at the back of
the book and put it in the receptacle provided on the shelf
where the Catalogue is kept. The normal borrowing period is 1
month.
Stewart Houghton
Hon. Librarian

A sizeable flock has been present in the Coorong regularly
since July 2005, with the main exception being when we think
they all moved to Corangamite, Vic in August 2006. Will they
return to the Coorong?
Western Australian Bird Notes

Forshaw, J.M. Parrots of the World (598.71 FOR)

(figures in brackets refer to shelf locations in the Library)

Orange above yellow flags on the right upper (rectangular
flags) was flagged as a chick in the Coorong in 2006.
There have been several sightings of these in Victoria. In
February 2008 one was seen at Yalgorup National Park,
WA. This was the first recorded movement of a Banded
Stilt from eastern Australia to Western Australia. One was
seen accompanying a group of chicks to the water at Lake
Torrens in June 2010, and an adult flagged in the Coorong
was seen in the 2011 Lake Torrens breeding colony.
Orange above yellow flags on the left upper (rectangular
flags) was flagged as a chick at Lake Torrens in June 2010
and one seen in the pastoral lands in May 2011.

Thomas R. and S. A Complete Guide to Finding the Birds of
Australia (598.0994 THO)

Chapman, A. A Vertebrate Biogeographical Survey of Culham
Inlet (598.33 CHA)

A single orange flag on the right upper was flagged in
Victoria, the majority at Werribee in 2000. Several of
these have been seen in the Coorong (February 2005,
August 2007), and one in the pastoral lands in May 2011.

•

Tilford T. A Photographic Guide to the Birds of Bali, Java and
Sumatra (598.09598 TIL)

“Magpie conversations”
Painting: Sue Kalab
15

Vol 140 December 2011

The naming of birds
Shearwater avoids the ambiguity but it was not accepted as the
English name. Also called Fleshy-footed Shearwater, Fleshyfooted Petrel, Lord Howe Island Muttonbird, Big Muttonbird,
Pale-footed Shearwater.

Family Procellariidae (continued).
Ardenna pacifica – Wedge-tailed Shearwater. Ardenna means
pertaining to the Ardennes (a range of hills in Belgium) and is
an unlikely taxonomic origin of this genus. One suggestion is
that it is a corruption of Artenna but numerous searches have
failed to elucidate the etymology of this word.

Ardenna creatopus – Pink-footed Shearwater. Greek creos
means flesh, meat and pous means foot. The English name,
unlike the flesh-footed, shows no ambiguity.

Also called Wedge-tailed Muttonbird (muttonbird is
applied to a few related birds which were used by early
sailors as a source of meat), Little Muttonbird, Little Petrel,
Mourningbird.

Ardenna gravis – Great Shearwater. Latin gravis means heavy.
Ardenna grisea – Sooty Shearwater. Latin grisea means grey.

Ardenna bulleri – Buller’s Shearwater. Sir Walter Lawry
Buller (1838 - 1906), New Zealand ornithologist and author of
‘Birds of New Zealand’.
Also called Grey-backed Shearwater, Ashy-backed
Shearwater, New Zealand Shearwater.
Ardenna carneipes – Flesh-footed Shearwater. Latin caro
means flesh and pes, foot. This is a rather ambiguous name as
all shearwaters are flesh footed in the anatomical sense. Flesh
applies here to the colour and not the nature of the foot. It has
been suggested that the North American name of Pale-footed

Also called Ghost Bird, King Muttonbird, New Zealand
Muttonbird, Sombre Petrel, Sombre Shearwater.
Ardenna tenuirostris – Short-tailed Shearwater. Latin tenuis
means slender, rostris means bill. In the field neither the tail
nor bill are good identification criteria; in fact HANZAB says
they are useless characters in the field.
Also called Muttonbird, Tasmanian Muttonbird, Bonaparte
Shearwater, Slender-billed Shearwater, Sealbird, Short-tailed
Petrel.
Iuvencus

Members’ contributions
morning, flying in groups and following the river upstream.
Mostly they gathered in big flocks, but individuals also
swam across to join other groups to socialise. They gradually
departed in the early afternoon, flying in groups and following
the river back downstream. By late afternoon there were only
the usual 20 odd left. The gathering would have consisted of
at least 150 birds. From that date onwards, Shirley only saw
about 10 - 15 pelicans at one time until autumn, when the
numbers rose again but only to around 30.

Correction
On page 19 of the last issue of WABN (No 139) the photograph of
the thrush was incorrectly attributed to Stephen Dutton. It should
have been attributed to Stephen Butler/DEC. The Editors apologise
for any inconvenience this may cause.

THE LAST PELICAN ‘AGM’

Shirley Oliver has lived near the Canning River since 1970.
She noted a regular Australian
Pelican behaviour pattern each
year until 1979. She took photos
of what turned out to be the last
pelican AGM on 1 September
1979 from in front of her house
on Riverton Drive East. As the
photos show, this is not a feeding
frenzy, but a social gathering.
A lot of cormorants and gulls
followed the pelicans around,
thinking they were there to feed.
The pelicans were not amused
and often pecked the other
Australian Pelicans, Canning River, 1979.
birds. The pelicans arrived in the
Photos: Shirley Oliver
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This gathering occurred on just
one day every year from 1970
when Shirley moved here, and
she is so glad she got the camera
out that day, not knowing she
would never see this again.
Perhaps this was a "wave the
Pelicans goodbye" event as
they headed off to breed. Do
any other members recall this
happening?
This contribution resulted from a
conversation with Shirley Oliver.
Maris Lauva
Western Australian Bird Notes
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GREY FALCON — CALL FOR
WA OBSERVATION RECORDS

HORSFIELD’S BRONZE-CUCKOO
If the sight or sound of cuckoos marks the change in seasons
then 10 August must have been the start of spring in Bunbury.

The study of the Grey Falcon is in its eighth year now, and it
was clear from the start that data collection would be slow and
tedious (Schoenjahn 2004). Recent information (Schoenjahn
2011b; see also Garnett et al. 2011) suggests that the size of
the total population may be as low as 1000 birds Australiawide, making this a rare bird by anyone’s standard, and
possibly our rarest raptor species.

During my ritual daily walk around the Leschenault Estuary in
Australind I saw a Crested Pigeon, Yellow-rumped Thornbill
and a Black-faced Woodswallow all eagerly collecting twigs
for their nests.

Intriguing is the scarcity of records from Western Australia.
There are only few verifiable records since 2004, the
commencement of the study. In 2007, a pair bred in the
Chichester Range, Pilbara, but the outcome was quite tragic
(Schoenjahn 2011a). One of the three fledglings was found
near dead on the ground; luckily it recovered and is now at
Eagles Heritage, Margaret River. Another young was not quite
so fortunate and is now in a drawer at the WA Museum. The
third sibling was last seen in May 2008, fit and healthy in
company with its parents and in the vicinity of the old but then
desolate nest. In June 2009, a young male was found injured
on the side of the Great Northern Highway just outside Port
Hedland. Its left wing had to be amputated and the bird is now
also at Eagles Heritage (Schoenjahn 2011a). Apart from those
tangible records, I have only very few observation reports
from WA since 2004. Identification of the species in the
field is not at all easy (Schoenjahn 2010), and unfortunately
quite often the photographs that have been sent to me show
a Nankeen Kestrel or a Brown Falcon, the two species being
frequently confused with Grey Falcon.
I would be grateful to hear about your observations of
Grey Falcons — older ones back to 2004, recent ones, and
any reports in the future, from Western Australia but also
Australia-wide. Of particular interest are of course active
nests. Still today the discovery of a Grey Falcon’s nest is a rare
sensation to me. Photos of the birds will be helpful, not only
to confirm the identity but also to determine age and sex, wing
and tail moult, etc. Many things can be learned even from a
mediocre shot.
All information reported to me will be kept confidential.
Thank you very much for your help.
References
Garnett, S.T., Szabo, J.K. and Dutson, G. (2011). ‘The Action
Plan for Australian Birds 2010’. (CSIRO Publishing:
Collingwood).
Schoenjahn, J. (2004). Species in the spotlight: Grey Falcon.
Western Australian Bird Notes 111, 23.
Schoenjahn, J. (2010). Field identification of the Grey Falcon
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They were soon seen dropping down to some long grass and
returning with large, black caterpillars. I was able to get within
a few metres as they busily thrashed the caterpillars against
the branches, then devoured them. After each bird had eaten
several caterpillars, one cuckoo began chasing the other with
a caterpillar. It offered it to the other bird which I assume
was the female. I managed to get numerous photos of them
as they ate and displayed for about 15 minutes before they
disappeared (see photo, page 44). They were not observed
actually mating.
It’s difficult to know how many cuckoos were in the vicinity
due to the amount of activity in chasing each other but I
counted eight cuckoos within one kilometre.
Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoos lay their eggs in the nests of
thornbills and wrens. Both the Inland Thornbill and the
Splendid Fairy-wren are common and they nest along this thin
patch of scrub.
During August two years ago, I saw approximately a dozen
Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoos in a patch of Hibbertia on the
other side of the estuary at Belvidere. The birds were feasting
on an invasion of small caterpillars they had found under the
leaves of the brilliant, yellow- flowering Hibbertias.
I returned several times during August last year but neither
the caterpillars nor the cuckoos were found. If they are not
calling or chasing each other they are almost never seen. Their
brilliant iridescent bronze-green colour is not obvious from a
distance as they blend into their environment very well.
It doesn’t matter how often I hear or see a Horsfield’s BronzeCuckoo it always stop me in my tracks.
Chris Tate

BLACK HONEYEATER AT LAKE AUSTIN

Schoenjahn, J. (2011a). Morphometric data of recent
specimens and live individuals of the Grey Falcon Falco
hypoleucos. Corella 35, 16-22.
Schoenjahn, J. (2011b). How scarce is the Grey Falcon?
Boobook 29, 24-25.
Jonny Schoenjahn
Phone: 9385 9939, Email: jonnybird@bigpond.com
www.jonnybird-australia.com/greyfalcon.htm
Western Australian Bird Notes

Then I heard a Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo calling from the
highest dead branch of a lone tree. I have observed a cuckoo
on the same branch for the last three seasons about this time
of year. Continuing on a few more metres, I heard another one
but it was chasing a potential mate around in some shrubs.
Further along the path, I heard and then saw another two
cuckoos actively chasing each other. This time I followed
them to a patch of low, prickly shrubs.
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In mid October, I was birding in the samphire near Lake
Austin about 20 km south of Cue. We found Orange Chat,
Crimson Chat and Rufous Fieldwren as expected. But the
surprise was that we saw four or five Black Honeyeaters
(males plus one female) feeding out in the samphire well away
from any other habitat. They were mainly sitting up in the
samphire, but also foraging in the bushes, and at least once
caught an insect passing by. This is not a habitat that I would
associate with this species.
Frank O’Connor
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FLUTTERING SHEARWATERS AT BUNKER BAY
With a favourable forecast for sea-watching, John Graff, Mark
Newman and I headed down to Bunker Bay in the early hours
of Sunday 14 August. On arriving, the conditions were not
as windy as hoped but we optimistically scanned the sea and
it quickly became clear that very large numbers of Hutton’s
Shearwaters were streaming past (see separate article in this
edition) with the occasional albatross and petrel also noted.
As I looked through the hordes of shearwaters, I noticed a
bird that had white ‘saddlebags’ — white patches on the back
just behind the wings. This is one of the characteristics of the
Fluttering Shearwater, and although this bird was lost from
view in a large wave, I managed to pick it up again a few
seconds later. Looking more closely at the bird in question,
I could pick out the slight differences that identified it as
a Fluttering Shearwater (see list below). Later on, another
individual was also picked out from the shearwaters moving
through; there were also a couple of other birds that might
have been this species, but my views were too brief to be
certain.

On 14 August this year, strong westerly winds prompted us
to travel to Bunker Bay near Cape Naturaliste to look for
seabirds. After an early departure from Perth, we arrived at
the point at the western end of Bunker Bay at approximately
8 am and started sea-watching. Overall species diversity
was reasonable, but numbers of most species were low.
The notable exception was Hutton’s Shearwaters (Puffinus
huttoni), flying south in a continuous stream for the entire
three hours we spent watching. Obtaining a precise count was
obviously difficult, but based on the rate at which birds were
passing we estimated a total count in excess of 10 500 birds
passing over the three hours.
The southerly movement of Hutton’s Shearwater along the
west coast of WA in late winter and spring is well-known,
as they return to their New Zealand breeding grounds. Peak
numbers are usually observed during August, although smaller
numbers can be observed from July through to December.
Marchant and Higgins (1990) describe Hutton’s Shearwater
as a common passage migrant off the western WA coast,
while Johnstone and Storr (1998) describe the species as a
passage migrant in late winter, with “large numbers” flying
southwards. Neither publication mentions specific counts, but
Storr (1991) describes the species as “moderately common,
in ones, twos, and small flocks (up to 20)”, indicating that
our record represents an exceptionally high number; indeed,
according to BirdLife International’s estimates of population
size (BirdLife International 2011), the 10 500+ recorded
equates to approximately 3.5% of the world population of
the species. The previous highest recorded count off the WA
coast we were able to find is the c. 4000 reported by Davis
et al. (2004) off Point Quobba in March 2004, which was
associated with cyclonic activity. The previous high count
recorded during their southerly passage was 300+, recorded on
a pelagic trip off Perth in August 1998 (O’Connor et al. 1998).

The Fluttering Shearwater has only previously been recorded
in WA as beach-washed corpses, with a number found along
the south coast at Eyre and Esperance.
Having lived in New Zealand for a number of years, I have
experience of identifying Fluttering and Hutton’s Shearwaters
in mixed flocks. These two species are extremely difficult
to tell apart, but there are five subtle ways in which the two
species differ.

“ ... noticed a bird that had
white ‘saddlebags’ ...”
Fluttering Shearwaters have:

References

1) white ‘saddlebags’ above the level of the wings
2)

A HIGH COUNT OF HUTTON’S SHEARWATERS OFF
BUNKER BAY, NEAR DUNSBOROUGH

BirdLife International (2011). Species factsheet: Puffinus
huttoni. Available from http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/
speciesfactsheet.php?id=3942. [Accessed 10 September
2011].

a paler face and collar finishing higher up the face with a
cleaner demarcation

3) a whiter underwing (variable on Hutton’s so not a
clincher)
4) a more rounded head, and

Davis, C., Kirkby, T. and Hassell, C. (2004). Cited in
‘Observations’. Western Australian Bird Notes 110, 3-5.

5) a much shorter bill (often difficult to see when seawatching but an excellent way to tell if the bill is visible, for
example on a beach-washed or grounded bird, or one seen
sitting on the sea around a boat).

Johnstone, R.E. and Storr, G.M. (1998). ‘Handbook of
Western Australian Birds. Volume 1. Non-passerines
(Emu to Dollarbird)’. (Western Australian Museum:
Perth.)

Because of individual variations (particularly of Hutton’s
Shearwater), there is a degree of overlap with some individual
plumage features such as the underwing colour, so to be
confident with an identification you really need the whole
suite of characteristics for each individual bird.

Marchant, S. and Higgins, P.J. (Eds) (1990). ‘Handbook of
Australian, New Zealand and Antarctic Birds. Volume 1.
Ratites to Ducks’. (Oxford University Press: Melbourne.)

It seems likely that Fluttering Shearwater is an annual, albeit
scarce, visitor to WA, particularly along the south coast, but
because of lack of observers and the difficulty of separating
them from the very closely related Hutton’s Shearwater, birds
may pass un-noticed.
Alan Collins
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HUMMINGBIRDS, HORNEROS AND HOATZINS
As part of a five-week Peruvian adventure my wife and I
visited several recognised birding locations, including the
Los Pantanos de Villa wetland, the Ballestas Islands, Colca
Canyon (to see Condors), Lake Titicaca and Huacarpay Lake.
Our trip concluded with a week-long stay at the Manu Wildlife
Centre (Manu) which is located on the Madre de Dios River, a
major tributary of the Amazon River.
Peru boasts more than 1800 bird species, which can be found
in a variety of habitats ranging between coastal islands, desert
oases, high altitude lakes, cloud forests and thick jungle.
Hence the attraction of a visit to that country. I will confine
this article to our visit to Manu.
The journey to Manu is not for the faint hearted. Having
recovered from the symptoms of altitude sickness, we left
Cuzco, some 3400 metres above sea level, at daybreak on a
Saturday (30 July) and headed east. Soon we were on a dirt
road which zigzagged up and down the steep sides of various
snow capped mountains until at about midday we reached
the southern entry point to the Manu National Park. At that
stage we were still at a high altitude. But thereafter the road
narrowed to a width which, for the most part, sufficed for only
one vehicle. We still had a long descent to the cloud forest
level (below 2000 metres) and negotiating traffic coming from
the opposite direction was a hair-raising experience. Often our
driver had to reverse along the mountainside track to a spot
where the roadway was sufficiently wide for two vehicles to
pass, with what seemed only inches to spare, and a drop of
several hundred metres if we slipped off the side!

During the middle of the day I “siesta-ed” in the garden to
see, and try to photograph, the hummingbirds that frequented
the flowers and nectar feeders. Their petite size, iridescent
plumage and hovering in front of flowers remains embedded
in my memory. They are a challenge to any bird photographer.
Also in the lodge garden a pair of Pale-legged Horneros were
using mud to build a nest in one of the trees. They tolerated
my presence, tripod and camera as they tried to complete their
unusual oven-shaped nest (see photos, page 44). Some weeks
after my return to Perth I was told that there were two chicks
in the nest.

By late afternoon we reached Cock-of-the-Rock Lodge (1200
metres) in the cloud forest where we spent the night. Early
next morning we saw the real Cocks of the Rock at a nearby
lek before resuming our descent to the Amazon Basin. Narrow
roads persisted for most of the morning, but the countryside
eventually flattened somewhat and, with the help of a
ferryboat ride, we were able to reach Amazonia Lodge (on the
upper Madre de Dios River) in time for lunch. We spent the
afternoon in the lodge garden and its precincts, which included
a small lake, seeing a variety of hummingbirds and seed and
fruit eating birds which visited the feeders scattered around
the garden. They included the minute Rufous-crested Coquette
and stunningly beautiful Red-capped Cardinals, Blue-grey
Tanagers, Silver-beaked Tanagers and Masked Crimson
Tanagers.
Next morning we returned to the river for a six and a half hour
boat trip downstream to the lodge at Manu. Although rapid
free, the river is fast flowing with numerous sand banks and
is generally enclosed in thick jungle vegetation. Considerable
skill on the part of the boat driver was required to navigate
between the remains of large trees deposited during previous
floods. Nevertheless the growing depth and width of the river
and the bird life along its banks held our attention.

An early morning boat ride took us to a nearby clay lick that is
visited daily by hundreds of parrots, mainly blue-headed ones.
There we got excellent sightings of several species of parrots
as well as Red-and-green Macaws and a pair of Blue-andyellow Macaws.
Highlight of the Manu visit, however, was another early
morning trip to an ox-bow lake where we were able to see
several species of waterbirds and other birds that perch over
still water. There were numerous Hoatzins in the trees on the
edge of the lake and we were able to approach close to them in
a punt propelled catamaran. Hoatzins are a large prehistoriclike bird with an attractive crest. They feed on leaves which
are digested in a specialised crop and foregut (like cows). Also
perched on the trees were some Horned Screamers, a turkeysized bird with a horn emanating from its forehead. Besides
the birds, the lake also gave us the opportunity to see giant
otters, caymen and howler monkeys.
Although only a half hour flight separated us from Cuzco, it
was another adventurous seven hour trip by boat and motor
vehicle to get to the airport at Puerto Maldonado to make that
flight.
If anyone is contemplating a birding trip to Peru, I would be
delighted to assist with suggestions. Just phone me on 9384
4486.
Dusty Millar

The lodge at Manu has a large combined kitchen, dining,
lounge and bar area. Guest accommodation is provided in
well equipped cabins with en-suite bathrooms. Nectar feeders
are scattered around the garden to attract hummingbirds. A
generator provides power for limited periods during the day to
re-charge batteries, but otherwise we had to rely on candle and
torch light at night.
Western Australian Bird Notes

Around the lodge there are several well defined and signposted trails into the jungle. With the help of our tour guide
we managed to get sightings of a tremendous variety of
birds, albeit that some of the sightings were only fleeting
and hampered by the tall thick vegetation. On two occasions
we managed to see relatively rare Pale-winged Trumpeters
walking along the trails. They are a tall chook-sized bird. One
of the trails gives access to a tree platform 35 metres above
ground level. Climbing the spiral staircase (144 steps) to get to
the platform was a bit like climbing the Gloucester Tree near
Pemberton. With the aid of a telescope the platform provided
excellent views of birds and monkeys at the canopy level.
From there we managed to see the exquisite Paradise Tanager.
Its dominant colours of blue and black are interlaced with
yellow, red and purple.

TEACHING A DUCKLING
Some time ago, a couple of us observed a female Musk Duck
accompanied by a single smaller and immature offspring
paddling on the Big Dam near Pemberton. It was early
autumn. The female had caught a Gilgie and passed it to the
19
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duckling. The duckling took it from the female in its beak but
did not seem to know what to do with the dead crustacean. It
tried to shake and manipulate the Gilgie but inevitably quickly
dropped it, and it sank. The female immediately dived and
retrieved the crustacean and passed it back to the young duck,
which then had another go. This process was repeated at least
a dozen times; all the while the crustacean body gradually
disintegrated with each cycle until there was virtually nothing
left. The whole process went on for some ten minutes. Clearly
the female was teaching the duckling how to deal with a
crustacean. Obviously some life skills have to be learnt over a
period of time.

This morning I took the camera and quietly waited for about
an hour to get these photos, seeing up to five birds at the same
time (see photos, page 2). They are very active and hard to
capture.
As you see, the Buff-banded Rail also put in an appearance.
Canon 60D + 100-400mm IS lens on tripod.
David Free

THE EAGLE AND THE WALLABY

Andrew Hobbs

This opportune photo (see page 8) was taken from the Bluff
Knoll Lookout Carpark in the Stirling Ranges NP on 14
October 2011 using a Panasonic Lumix FZ35 camera set with
full optical zoom of 18x. It was a hurried shot as I had a mouth
full of lunch and at first believed it to be a hang glider but the
eagle flapped its wings. We all sat there for a moment with our
mouths agape.

EXCITING NEWS FROM LAKE CLAREMONT
Last week, just before travelling south, I was strolling around
the lake and spotted what I was 99% sure was an Australian
Spotted Crake. In fifteen years I have never seen this bird here,
neither have other experienced local birders. Bruce Haynes,
during my time away, was able to confirm the sighting. It’s
appearance may be attributable to the removal of exotic
bullrushes and replacement by native reeds.

The eagle carried its load down past the car park into a nest on
the steep slope from the road. It was moving very fast, I guess
because of the weight it was carrying.
Margaret J Cox

Crossword No. 9
CLUES

by Pam Agar

ACROSS

1

2

3

4

5

6

8

1.
3.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
16.
17.
19.
20.
21.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.

7

9

10
11
12
13
14

15
17

16

DOWN

18
19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

Strange ‘food’ consumed by some birds.
Earlier common name for Australian White Ibis.
Describes feet of a coot.
Australia’s largest kingfisher.
A Hooded Robin appears to wear a black one.
Metal commonly used for leg bands.
A Crimson Chat’s nest is always in this location.
If it has a black one it may be a Varied Sittella.
Diurnal bird of prey.
Not yet adult.
A black cockatoo may shred this to get at grubs.
Binoculars … telescope may be useful at a beach.
These species lay spherical eggs.
A Little Ringed one is an occasional visitor to WA.
Baits for these often tempt albatross.
Area covered by a particular species.
Baillon’s is a difficult one to find.
Central part of egg.

28

29

2.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
15.
18.
19.
20.
22.
23.
24.

Marine park south of Perth.
State of lacking usual dark colouring.
The colour of these coverts may aid identification.
Raptor with long, rounded tail.
May be part of a recovery program.
Swallows often do this over water.
Species introduced to Aust, rarely seen in WA.
Provides useful information for a bander.
Robin with less yellow than its eastern cousin.
Coastal raptor.
Type of display by some raptors.
Sooty Terns nest on … atolls.
Black scavenger.

See page 41 for Answers.
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Sunday 11 December
BAWA Christmas barbecue

WA TWITCHATHON
DATES - Saturday 10th/Sunday 11th
December, 2011
— 24hr Twitch: 5pm Saturday
10th – 5pm Sunday 11th
— 12hr Twitch: 5am – 5pm
Sunday 11th
—Armchair Twitch: 8hr
period on Sunday 11th

The annual Christmas barbecue this year
will be held as usual at Peregrine House, at
about 6:00 pm, on the lawn at the rear of the
building.

The full set of rules, along with registration
forms, will be available from the BAWA
office from July, or by contacting jgraff2@
hotmail.com. Please register your team by 5th
December.

Bring your own food and drink, and chairs if
possible.

For further information, contact John Graff,
either by e-mail at jgraff2@hotmail.com
(preferred)
or by phone on 0424 008 179

The Twitchathon will finish at the barbecue
and winners of the various categories
announced.
All members welcome.

COMBINED CHARITIES’ CARD SHOP

Black-cockatoo road kills

Trading at Bank of Queensland
577 Wellington Street, Perth
(near corner of King Street)

Roadside kills are continuing to
threaten black-cockatoo populations
in metro and regional areas.

Monday – Friday
to 21 December: 9.30am – 4.00pm

To try and gauge the extent of this
problem, if you notice the results of
such an event, could you please note
the location, species and number of
dead black-cockatoos and then email
this information to:

Telephone: 9229 2223
or our website:
http//charitycardswa.org.au/shop/

REMEMBER

Raana Scott, Project Manager

Our Peregrine House office is closed for
the Christmas holidays from Saturday 17
December 2011 to Sunday 9 January 2012
inclusive.
New office volunteers are always welcome.
Western Australian Bird Notes

Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo Recovery
Project
Email: r.scott@birdsaustralia.com.au.
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SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING TO DISSOLVE BIRDS AUSTRALIA
WESTERN AUSTRALIA INC.
Monday 27th February 2012 at 7:30 pm
Bold Park Ecology Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat

Proxy voting forms for this meeting are available from the BAWA office.
This meeting is called to put to the membership the following three motions:
1.

That Birds Australia Western Australia Inc (BAWA Inc) be wound up voluntarily within 14 days.

2.

That any property held by BAWA Inc at the date of dissolution be transferred to BirdLife Western Australia.

3.

That a Trust fund held under BirdLife Western Australia is established for securing long term investments
and receiving donations and bequests.
The reasons for this action are:

1.

This is a separate organisation from BirdLife Western Australia so by continuing with BAWA Inc we will continue to
have two separate bird organisations in the state.

2.

As a fund raising body it is no longer needed. This was the reason for incorporation in 2000. BirdLife Western
Australia comes under the governance of BirdLife Australia which is incorporated.

3.

The security of funds held by BirdLife Western Australia is assured as the signatories on all accounts and
investments are from the Executive Committee of BirdLife Western Australia.

4.

The management and use of these funds is under the control of BirdLife Western Australia.

5.

If a Trust fund is established it would be under the control of BirdLife Western Australia with trustees appointed by
our Executive Committee.

6.

The committees of BirdLife Western Australia and BAWA Inc may not necessarily be the same as candidates
nominate separately for these two organisations.
Suzanne Mather

Reasons against
1.

There is no necessity to dissolve BAWA Inc in order for the amalgamation of BA and BOCA to proceed and there is
much else to be done to make the new structures work.

2.

It will take some time to be sure that BAWA Inc is not useful for some grant applications and donations to BAWA.

3.

The security of BAWA Inc funds is guaranteed by it being separate from BirdLife Australia with an Executive
Committee that is identical to the BirdLife Western Australia Executive Committee.

4.

The objects and other Rules of BAWA Inc prevent it being used as a basis for a split in the WA birding community.

5.

If the new arrangements being put in place for grants to be obtained by the BirdLife
Western Australia Program
Manager are successful then the liability of BAWA Inc will be limited to management of invested funds and
dispursement to BirdLife Western Australia

6.

Some members have expressed disquiet about the proposal to dissolve BAWA Inc as part of the amalgamation
process when there is no need for it to be done at this time. Without obvious need to take this action, some
members suspect hidden motives behind this action. The new BirdLife arrangements (particularly as they relate to
the operations and structure in WA) should be given time to settle in and so enable such members to be assured
that dissolution of BAWA Inc would, at that time, bring positive benefit to the organisation.
Bruce Haynes
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NOTICE OF
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
BIRDLIFE WESTERN AUSTRALIA

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
BirdLife Western Australia
Nominations are called for the following positions
to be elected at the BirdLife Annual General
Meeting on 27th February 2012.

Monday 27th February 2012 at 8:00pm
Bold Park Ecology Centre, Perry Lakes
Drive, Floreat

Chair
Vice Chair
Secretary
Treasurer
Committee members (up to 7)

The Annual General Meeting of BirdLife Western
Australia is called to consider the following
agenda:
1. Apologies
2. Confirmation of 2011 minutes (see BA
website)

Nomination forms are available from the BAWA
office and also in this edition of WABN (page 24)
and should be returned by 30th January 2012.

3. Business arising
4. Chair’s report

Members are advised that some members
of the current Executive Committee will
not be renominating. Volunteers willing to
attend monthly meetings and take on other
responsibilities are sought.

5. Treasurer’s report
6. Election of officers
7. General business

Suzanne Mather,
Chair

In the event of the dissolution of BAWA Inc.
motion not being carried there will need to
be an AGM for BAWA Inc.

NOTICE OF
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
BIRDS AUSTRALIA WESTERN
AUSTRALIA INC.

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
Birds Australia Western Australia Inc
Nominations are called for the following positions
to be elected at the Birds Australia Western
Australia Inc., a separate organisation, Annual
General Meeting on 27th February 2012 if the
motion to wind up BAWA Inc. is not carried.

Monday 27th February 2012 at 8:15pm
Bold Park Ecology Centre, Perry Lakes
Drive, Floreat
The Annual General Meeting of Birds Australia
WA Inc is called to consider the following
agenda:
1. Apologies

Chair
Vice Chair
Secretary
Treasurer
Committee members (up to 8)

2. Confirmation of 2011 minutes (see BA
website)

Nomination forms are available from the BAWA
office and also in this edition of WABN (page 24)
and should be returned by 30th January 2012.

3. Business arising
4. Chair’s report
5. Treasurer’s report

Members are advised that some members
of the current Executive Committee will
not be renominating. Volunteers willing to
attend monthly meetings and take on other
responsibilities are sought.

6. Election of officers
7. General business

Western Australian Bird Notes

Suzanne Mather
Chair
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BirdLife Western Australia

Birds Australia Western Australia Inc.

Committee Nomination Form

Committee Nomination Form

Position: ________________________________________

Position: ________________________________________

Nominee:

Nominee:

(Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, Committee member)

(Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, Committee member)

________________________________________

________________________________________

Nominated by:

Nominated by:

________________________________________

________________________________________

Seconded by:

Seconded by:

________________________________________

________________________________________

I hereby accept this nomination:

I hereby accept this nomination:

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

Date:

Date:

(Signature of Nominee)

(Signature of Nominee)

_______________

Please return this form before 30 January 2012 to:

_______________

Please return this form before 30 January 2012 to:

The Secretary, BirdLife Western Australia
167 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat, WA 6014

The Secretary, Birds Australia WA Inc.
167 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat, WA 6014

Quality of digital
photographs

IMPORTANT PLEASE READ!
When submitting photos for use in WABN,
please send a high quality image, eg, 300
dpi, with a file size of at least 500 kb.
It is suggested that the settings on your
digital camera be changed to the maximum
resolution (setting).
Another area that could cause a problem is
that some e-mail programs automatically
reduce the file size so these settings could
be adjusted to maintain the original file
size.
When e-mailing images please attach them
to an e-mail and not embedded in a Word
document or in the e-mail itself.
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VACANCY — OFFICE MANAGER

HP Committee
members wanted

BAWA’s Office Manager of many years, Liz Walker, is
relinquishing this voluntary position. She will be much
missed from the office as she has been such a fantastic
stalwart for the organisation in this role. Consequently,
we are looking for a volunteer to take on the role of Office
Manager.

The Hooded Plover project is
looking for new committee
members.

This is an important position as so much of what we do
depends on the efficient and effective management of the
BAWA office.

As a committee member you will be
actively involved in one of Birds

Position description
Preamble

Australia’s iconic conservation projects.

The Birds Australia Western Australia (BAWA)
committees are convened by Birds Australia Western
Australia Executive Committee (BAWA EC) through the
delegated authority of Birds Australia (BA) Council.

You will be assisting in the conservation of
a threatened species and be part of a team.
Some activities include:

Lines of accountability of BAWA committees, working
parties and designated officers are as specified in the
Organisational Chart approved by BAWA EC.
No member or committee is empowered to undertake
decisions involving the resources, finances or name of
BAWA without authorisation from the BAWA EC. The
BAWA Chair is ex officio spokesperson for BAWA.
All members and committees are bound by BA
Constitution and BAWA Rules, policies and procedures
contained in the Manual authorised by the BAWA EC.
All BAWA activities are carried out on behalf of BA to
achieve the objects of BA.
1.

PURPOSE

•

Participate in colour banding.

•

Maintain the State data base.

•

Prepare grant applications.

•

Raise community conservation
awareness.

•

Research Hooded Plover behaviour.

Contact person : Marcus Singor
e-mail: msingor@iprimus.com.au
Tel: 9362 2742

ACCOUNTABILITY

The Office Manager is accountable to the BAWA EC.
3.

Organise annual surveys.

A fact sheet is available which provides
a more detailed overview of the projects
history, achievements and future objectives.

The purpose of the Office Manager is to run the BAWA
office in an efficient and effective manner.
2.

•

TERMS OF REFERENCE

Establish procedures for running the BAWA office.
Maintain supplies and equipment for the BAWA office.

Annual Hooded Plover Survey
2012

Train, supervise and support volunteers working in the
office.

The annual Hooded Plover count will

Supervise and assist Project Officers and volunteers
using the office for BAWA activities.

take place on

Ensure communications (phone, mail and email) are
received and expeditiously attended.

Saturday 4 February 2012 and
Sunday 5 February 2012

Ensure that filing of committee and other records is kept
up to date.
4.

Surveyors needed.

APPOINTMENT

For further information please contact:

The Office Manager is appointed by the BAWA EC. The
appointment can be terminated at any time by the BAWA
EC or the Office Manager.

Marcus Singor Tel: 9362 2742
e-mail: msingor@iprimus.com.au

5. OPERATING PROCEDURES

Please find survey form in this issue of
Western Australian Bird Notes
(page 26).

5.1 The operating procedures are as specified in the
BAWA Office Manual.
5.2 Train, supervise, support and co-ordinate the
volunteers working in the office.
If you would like to volunteer for this position
please contact Suzanne Mather, Chair.
Western Australian Bird Notes
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HOODED PLOVER OBSERVATION FORM
Hooded Plover Committee, Birds Australia WA

SUMMER SURVEY 2012
Please fill out this form even if you search an area and do not find Hooded Plovers.
Observer: _________________________________________________ Phone: ________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________
e-mail: ___________________________________________________________________________________________
Weather: _________________________________________________________________________________________
Hooded Plover observation details:

Date: _______________________________ Time: _______________________

Location: ________________________________________________________________________________________
Lat. ________________________________________Long. _________________________________________________
Survey starting point: Lat. ______________________________ Long. _______________________________________
Survey finishing point: Lat. _____________________________ Long. ________________________________________
Total Hooded Plover seen: __________________________________________________________________________
Adults (No.) ____________________ Juveniles (No.) ____________________ Runners (No.) _________________
Breeding and nesting notes: (i.e. location, eggs or runners) ________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Habitat: _________________________________________________________________________________________
Lakes

Water levels FULL________ 3/4 ___________1/2__________1/4 ____________ DRY _______________

Seepage……………….Y/N Fresh________________. Brackish_____________Salt ___________________________
Conservation: Are there any threats evident? ____________________________________________________________
Dogs (

)

Cats (

)

Foxes (

)

Horses (

)

Four wheel drive vehicles (

)

Quad bikes (

)

Trail Bikes (

)

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Other waders present: (species and numbers)
Pied Oystercatcher

Sooty Oystercatcher

Red-capped Plover

Sanderling

.......................................

.......................................

.......................................

.......................................

Comments

Thank you for filling out the form. Please return it to:
BIRDS AUSTRALIA WA, Hooded Plover Committee, 167 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat WA 6014
Tel: 08 9383 7749 Fax 08 9387 8412, e-mail: mail@birdswa.com.au
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IMPACTS OF BAUXITE MINING
ON THE BREEDING AND
FEEDING BEHAVIOUR OF
BLACK COCKATOOS IN THE
NORTHERN JARRAH FOREST

EYRE BIRD
OBSERVATORY
EVENTS COMING SOON

In collaboration with Alcoa of Australia

DUNE RESTORATION Half price! - $280
8th – 13th January 2012 inclusive
Facilitated by George & Pam Agar

An exciting opportunity exists for a highly motivated PhD
student to study the responses of black cockatoos, specifically
the forest red-tailed black cockatoo, to bauxite mine operations
in the northern jarrah forest. The project will involve working
closely with university and Alcoa researchers and field study
within Alcoa’s Myara, Huntly and Willowdale bauxite minesites
near Dwellingup. The project will involve comparing feeding
rates of black cockatoos in post-mining restoration and
unmined forest with a view to modelling predictors of high
value foraging habitat and recommending prescriptions for
enhancing restoration as foraging habitat for black cockatoos.
There is also scope as part of the project to study the breeding
behaviour of birds as mining moves into the new Myara region
and compare this with other known sites of breeding that are
not being mined. Testing the effectiveness of nest alternatives,
such as artificial nest boxes, is also an option for study. This
project offers the successful candidate opportunity to work as
part of a research team and develop skills in field assessment
of black cockatoo feeding residues, landscape and vegetation
parameters and nesting habitat, and data modelling. It is a prerequisite to have 1st class or upper 2nd class honours, some
prior field experience, and the ability to work independently.

This will be the first Dune Restoration Session for
this year. The maximum number of participants will
be six. Eyre will subsidise the cost of accommodation
and meals for those participants willing to work four
hours a day. The tasks include seed collection (for
future planting) and seaweed (for spreading on the
dunes). Ring the Caretakers to secure your place. Get
involved.

BUSY BEE Half price! - $280
19th – 25th February 2012
Facilitated by Caretakers
Eyre is in need of some painting in the bathroom.
Paint has started to flake and needs repair.
The busy bee is organised to assist the caretakers
with maintenance and other small jobs around the
observatory. We charge $45 per day for food and
accommodation in exchange for 4 hrs work each day.
The rest of the time is yours to enjoy. You may not
wish to stay for the full duration. (This is possible if
caretakers are informed.)

University of enrolment: either Murdoch University or UWA
Top-up scholarship: $10, 000 pa ($5, 000 pa for living allowance
and $5, 000 pa for operating expenses)
For further information or to apply send CV and letter of
interest to:
Dr Vicki Stokes, Senior Research Scientist
Alcoa of Australia
Ph: 9530 2325 or 0427857766
Email: vicki.stokes@alcoa.com.au
ALCOA WORLD ALUMINA AUSTRALIA
A.C.N. 004 879 298
North Spur Rd, Pinjarra, Western Australia 6208

Revisit Eyre, make a contribution and have a holiday
all at the same time. Eight participants only accepted.
Book your place with the caretakers now.
PS: Where on the Nullarbor can you stay and be fed
for just $45 per day?

AN INTRODUCTION TO BIRD BANDING
March 18th -24th 2012
Facilitated by Wally Klau.
Cost $560 for 6 nights
This course is an introduction to bird banding and
is led by one of Australia’s most experienced and
respected bird banders. If you are interested in birds
and would like to learn more about how to study
them, this course will show you how.

New members

You will spend most of your time in the field
learning how and where to set mist nets. You will be
able to handle birds and experience the excitement
of determining the species, age and sex of birds and
will be shown the fine detail that determines a correct
identification. You will also be shown the correct
method of banding, weighing, measuring and data
collection for each bird you catch. Importantly, you
will learn about the vital role that banding plays in
bird research.
Western Australian Bird Notes
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ALBANY BRANCH
9 August, Stirling Range
It was rather wet in Albany when we met, but weather
conditions were much more favourable when we arrived in
the Stirlings. A sign that winter was nearing its end was the
call of a Shining Bronze-Cuckoo when we climbed out of our
vehicles. We had good opportunities to observe all the local
parrot species including Regent Parrot. We were delighted
to see two Australian Owlet-nightjars peeking out of their
respective hollows, but we were unsuccessful in locating the
Blue-breasted Fairy-wren and Western Yellow Robin. Perhaps
the deteriorating weather didn't help. We recorded a total of 42
species.
13 September, Warriup

flying over but failed to locate them. Other highlights included
good views of Western Yellow Robin and White-winged
Triller. We continued on to the Cranbrook Golf Course where
we added Red-capped Robin to our list. We had a tally of 57
birds.
22 October, Stirling Range
We spent much of the morning exploring along Ongerup
Creek track where we found Western Yellow Robin,
Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo and Rainbow Bee-eater amongst
others. Attempts to locate a pair of Tawny Frogmouths seen
earlier in the month proved fruitless; nor would the Bluebreasted Fairy-wren oblige and dance in front of a car mirror.
In fact, we couldn't even
hear them. However, we
were lucky to see one
of the owlet-nightjars
resident in the Stirling
Range Retreat. With
the temperatures rising
the birds started to go
quiet by midday and we
relaxed having lunch
while watching a Western
Gerygone busily taking food to its nest in the car park.

“... A pair of Restless

The large lake next
to Warriup Road
had surprisingly few
waterbirds, which included
both Musk and Blue-billed
Ducks. The situation was
no different at nearby
Swan Lake where a pair
of Restless Flycatchers
was seen courting in the melaleucas fringing the lake. With
many shrubs in flower we had no difficulties locating a good
variety of honeyeaters. A Fan-tailed Cuckoo resting on a
powerline appeared to be observing a family of White-browed
Scrubwrens flitting through the bushes below. Several Shining
Bronze-Cuckoos were very vocal, but proved to be difficult to
track down for anything other than a few glimpses. Our count
for the day was 51 birds.

Flycatchers was seen courting
in the melaleucas ...”

Future outings
Excursions will take place on Tuesday, 13 December, 10
January, 14 February and 13 March. More details about
destinations, where to meet, etc, will be made available on
BAWA e-news. You can also check the Albany Bird Group’s
website:

25 September, Frank Smith Property, Cranbrook

http://sites.google.com/site/albanybirds/Home

Despite the beautiful weather we only had a very small
turnout, which included two visitors. Birdlife on the other
hand proved to be plentiful and there were many interesting
observations including a group of four courting Shining
Bronze-Cuckoos, many nesting species including Western
Yellow Robin, Golden Whistler and Striated Pardalote as
well as a Wedge-tailed Eagle. Migrants such as Whitewinged Triller, Rufous Songlark and Sacred Kingfisher were
back for the season. On the way home we stopped briefly at
Lake Matilda which held only a small number of waterfowl,
amongst them a pair of Chestnut Teal.

Excursion leaders will be either Ray Garstone (PH: 9844
7540), Brad Kneebone (PH: 9845 2233) or Anne Bondin
(PH: 9844 1793). Feel free to contact any of us for further
information.
Summer Bird Identification Course
A 3-day course will be conducted in Albany starting on 4
January. The course will run from 8 am – 2 pm. Ray Garstone,
Wayne Zadow, Brad Kneebone and Anne Bondin will be on
hand to teach how to identify local birds in the field. A variety
of bushland and foreshore reserves will be visited during the
course. One day will be set aside for shorebird identification.

11 October, Cranbrook East

On the first day participants will meet at 8 am at Lake
Seppings Bird Walk car park, Golf Links Road, Albany. A $15
fee is charged to help defray costs for course material.

A bushland reserve just outside the town of Cranbrook
provided us with good opportunities to observe a variety of
birds we don't usually see closer to Albany. Rufous Songlarks
entertained us with their display flights; there were Rufous
Whistlers and a pair of Restless Flycatchers feeding three
babies in a nest. We heard the calls of Rainbow Bee-eaters
Vol 140 December 2011
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BUNBURY BRANCH
BIRD LOVERS’ INAUGURAL MEETING IN BUNBURY,
13-14 August 2011

Two groups explored the Ocean-to-Preston Conservation Park
on Bunbury’s southern boundary.

Enthusiasm was contagious in Bunbury on the weekend of
Saturday – Sunday 13 – 14 August when Birds Australia
visited Bunbury. From Collie, Bridgetown, Preston Beach,
Dunsborough, Dardanup and the Bunbury-Australind area
people came to learn and to meet other bird-lovers at Milligan
House Community Learning Centre.

Sue Mather’s group in the Tuart Forest was enthralled to see
the Scarlet Robin, Golden Whistler, Grey Fantail and Splendid
Fairy-wren. Rod’s group was treated to views of Regent Parrot
and other bird species in the Maidens, hampered by wild
winds coming in from the ocean.
Some explored Big Swamp with Brice and saw a Tawnycrowned Honeyeater along with a number of other bird
species. Bill Russell took the Mangrove Walk at Leschenault
Inlet, where 22 species were seen including
Sacred Kingfisher hiding in mangroves
and a close view of an Eastern Osprey. At
Pultanea Loop in College Grove the group,
led by Greg Harewood, sighted 28 species
including the elusive Western Yellow Robin.

We were captivated from the beginning, as Sue Mather,
Chair of Birds Australia Western Australia spoke about Birds
Australia and explained why it was vital to
survey your own patch and natural areas.
Brice Wells also of Perth reminded us
of the value of education and its role in
conservation. The audience appreciated his
joy and love for birds that shone through.
Dick Rule from Mandurah Bird Observers’
Branch spoke as leader of 20 years of field
excursions in the Mandurah Peel region, and
the social benefits of the humble thermos,
whilst education officer Rod Smith discussed
binoculars and good resource books.

“The Poet’s voice”
Painting: Sue Kalab

Another group at the northern end of
Leschenault Estuary with Dick reported 36
species in all, demonstrating the calibre of
bird species in and about Bunbury.
See photos, pages 43 and 44.

Event organiser Sue Kalab commented
on everyone’s pleasure, and cheerful promises of ongoing
interest. “A bird lovers’ chapter of Birds Australia has been
launched and we look forward to maintaining the momentum”,
she said.

Des Andersson of Bunbury was pleased to see a local
birders group getting off the ground, and commented on his
appreciation of the event.
“I am certainly keen on to be on a list of people wishing to
walk to watch birds”, enthused Tessa Fothergill.

Sue Kalab

In Sunday morning’s woolly weather, intrepid locals grouped
to observe birdlife in Bunbury sites, accompanied by
knowledgeable guides.

ESPERANCE BRANCH
On 7 – 9 October three couples from Esperance Bird
Observers’ Branch, Ken and Jean Read, Peter and Pleasance
Rushton and Mike and Ellen Gibbs, joined Raana Scott, BA
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo Recovery Project manager and
Friends of the Fitzgerald River National Park volunteers at
a camp on the Cocanarup Timber Reserve, south-west of
Ravensthorpe.

minimum disruption to the nesting birds and indeed, unless
the hollow was quite low, the birds just poked their head out
and watched us.
In our group Jean had the best result finding new nests with
a total of five. Over the survey 24 active nest sites were
identified, about the same as last year, which is a good result,
considering that 250 Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos died of heat
stroke in 2010.

Our task was to check on trees that had been used for nesting
in previous years, identified by GPS, and also to check on
other trees with likely looking hollows.

It was an interesting experience and one I would recommend
to any bird enthusiast.

The checking entailed tapping the trunks and noting if a
cockatoo appeared. We were assured that this activity caused
Western Australian Bird Notes
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PARUNA SANCTUARY, 3 July
Twelve people met at Paruna for one of our regular surveys
at this Australian Wildlife Conservancy property. Although
there were a few showers around, we avoided most of them
and conditions were relatively pleasant. Previous surveys have
been held in spring, so bird activity was lower this time, but
good views of Elegant Parrot and Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo
were highlights. A Painted Button-quail was also flushed by
one of the groups. Overall, 39 species were recorded for the
day.
Many thanks to Sue Abbotts for co-leading the walk, and
Manda Page and the Sanctuary Manager from AWC for their
support and providing an excellent BBQ for lunch.
John Graff

THE SPECTACLES, KWINANA, 23 July
Fifteen members and two visitors met at The Spectacles
reserve and saw 45 species of birds. While there was some
water in the wetlands we only saw six waterbirds: Australian
Shelduck, Grey Teal, Australian White Ibis, Straw-necked
Ibis, Swamp Harrier and Silver Gull.

David T Bell

WUNGONG GORGE, 31 July
Seven mad birders wrapped up and braved the elements on
a day when most normal people would have stayed home,
warm and dry. The conditions were far from ideal and this
was reflected on the views and the lack of usual species found
here.
We trudged through the valley which was still looking
picturesque, seeing White-breasted Robin, Baudin’s BlackCockatoo, three species of thornbill, Shining Bronze-Cuckoo
and Fan-tailed Cuckoo, five species of honeyeater including
Western White-naped Honeyeater, bringing the tally to 32
species for the morning. Sadly we saw no Red-eared Firetails
or Red-winged Fairy-wrens, but maybe next time.
Steve Burns

WAMBYN NATURE RESERVE, 6 August

Highlights were Elegant Parrot, Fan-tailed Cuckoo, Common
Bronzewing, Grey Currawong and Scarlet Robin.
Robyn Pickering

STATION SURVEYS ON DOOLGUNNA AND
MOOLOOGOOL STATIONS, 24-30 July
After false starts to Thundelarra Station due to a previously
scheduled DEC function, to Karara Station due to wet
station tracks and to Lakeside Station due to the lake moving
in around the homestead, 12 BAWA adventurers met at
the shearing shed on Doolgunna Station to survey sites
previously established in 2007 on Doolgoona and the adjacent
Mooloogool Station.

Fourteen people met at Wambyn Nature Reserve for the
first excursion there since 2007. At Wambyn we saw 39
species of predominantly bushbirds. Highlights were nesting
Wedge-tailed Eagles, good views of Pallid Cuckoos, Rufous
Treecreepers, Brown-headed Honeyeaters, Varied Sittellas and
Western Yellow Robins. We all enjoyed looking at the large
variety of pianos spread through the paddocks in the farm next
to the reserve.
After lunch we went to St Ronans Nature Reserve for a short
walk and saw four more species, taking the day’s total species
to 43.
Robyn Pickering
CANNING RIVER REGIONAL PARK, 14 August

After six days of tramping through north-eastern Gascoyne
mulga scrub, spinifex grassland and river red gum streamside
woodlands, we found our total species count to be 79 species
with Pam Agar receiving a “congratulatory pat on the back”
for closest guess because the BAWA-sponsored plonk was left
behind.

Early showers and a cold wind meant less than ideal
conditions but between them nine people managed a total of
53 species.
Perhaps the most interesting was a cross between a Galah
and a corella (a ‘Garella?’). With blotched grey and white
markings on its wings, pale pink face and irregularly pinkwashed underparts, it was first seen feeding with a small flock
of Little Corellas and later in the company of two Galahs.

Good birds included Black-breasted Buzzard, Brown Quail,
Red-backed Kingfisher, Hooded Robin and Rufous-crowned
Emu-wren and huge flocks of Crimson Chats, Budgerigars,
Black-faced and Masked Woodswallows and Zebra Finches
(or should that be “herds” of Zebra Finches).

White-browed Scrubwren and Sacred Kingfisher at Wilson
Lagoon after morning tea were unexpected and Black Swan
on a nest in the same area capped off the morning.

Thanks to the pre-excursion preparations of John and Ruth
Luyer and the during-survey guidance of Pam and George
Vol 140 December 2011

Agar, we didn’t get bushed, bogged or bored and had a great
time.
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BIBRA LAKE, 28 August

BAKERS HILL ZOO RESERVE, 11 September

Nineteen people met at Bibra Lake on a lovely day. The lake
had a covering of water, which helped us to see 22 waterbirds
including breeding Australian Shelduck, Grey Teal and Purple
Swamphen. There were many Australian Ravens on nests and
we also saw nesting Red Wattlebirds.

Birdwatchers from the Wheatbelt Avon Valley branch and
Perth enjoyed an interesting day spotting 52 bird species. In
addition, staff from the Zoo not only showed members rare
orchids on the property but also scared off shady characters
who were checking our parked cars for valuables.

We saw a total of 57 species including five raptors: Whistling
Kite, Swamp Harrier, Brown Goshawk, Australian Hobby and
Little Eagle.

While it was disappointing that Crested Shrike-tits were not
sighted this year, we exceeded last year’s list of 48 species.
Interesting sightings included Red-tailed and Baudin’s
Black-Cockatoos, White-winged Triller, Western Spinebill,
Brown-headed Honeyeater and good views of White-browed
Babblers. We also received a lesson in call identification of the
four cuckoo species present — Fan-tailed and Pallid Cuckoos
and Shining and Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoos.

Robyn Pickering
PIESSE BROOK, KALAMUNDA, 3 September
Sixteen people saw a gap in the rain and came for a lovely
morning walking along Piesse Brook running a ‘banker’, a
very unusual sight.

Thanks to Cheryl and Alan Warburton and the Zoo staff for
organising an enjoyable day birding.
Lorraine Chyne

It is also unusual to see three species of duck, namely, Wood,
Pacific Black and Australian Shelduck as the first birds of
the walk and a Grey Butcherbird appeared to be nesting near
the car park. Shining Bronze-Cuckoo and Fan-tailed Cuckoo
were about as were Western Rosella and Red-capped Parrot.
Western and Inland Thornbill were seen well and Weebill
heard in many trees along the way. We walked to Deep Pool
to see the waterfall flowing. A Little Eagle and a Brown
Goshawk were seen just as we were having morning tea. A
total of 30 species were seen.

WALLISTON, 15 September
With an overcast morning, many birds were calling but not
always visible. However, with 20 participants, Horsfield’s
Bronze-Cuckoo, Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo, White-browed
Scrubwren and Western Spinebill were identified.

Sue Abbotts

ROTTNEST BUSHBIRD SURVEY, 10-11 September
Following detailed planning and consultation with the
Rottnest Island Authority by Sue Mather, 15 BAWA volunteers
covered 24 defined sites (previously surveyed in 2009) largely
within two days (see lead article). Thirty-four species of
birds were identified within those sites. Target species (Redcapped Robin, Golden Whistler and Western Gerygone) were
abundant, with sustained numbers of the robins and whistlers
affirming the work being done to improve their habitat. Sixty
bird species were observed across the island.

The first birds seen were Western Yellow Robins and along
the track a large flock of Baudin’s Black-Cockatoos passed
through and from there on we saw more and more birds. The
count came to 33 species. In previous years we had in 2010,
21; 2009, 25; 2008, 26; 2007, 32; and 2006, 24.
For a 34 ha area, Walliston is quite a good productive habitat
for bushbirds.
Michael Hancock

SERPENTINE NATIONAL PARK and
WEBB’S LEASE, 18 September

The early spring timing was ideal, not just for high visibility
and audibility of the very busy birds, but also for the relative
quiet of the pre-holiday season plus sunny days and cool, clear
nights. We were delighted by a Sacred Kingfisher’s successful
advertising for a partner and their subsequent investigation
and preparation of a hollow in a log within easy view of the
back doorstep of the research quarters. For a lucky few, there
were close views of a Red-capped Robin feeding its young in
a nest just a short walk away from the living quarters. At West
End, a huge Eastern Osprey nest resembling a chimney stack,
built on exposed rock, was another of the highlights of the
weekend.

Gale force winds and driving rain didn’t deter 11 enthusiasts
and as often happens, the wind abated and we were only
slightly wet though we were thankful for Maris pulling an
awning out from his car for bird call.

Thanks to Sue and her support team for a great weekend.
The unexpected requirement for water location and transport
services to replenish the Research Unit’s water supply was
also much appreciated.

We had a burst of sunshine on arrival at Webb’s Lease and
although the birds were sparse, we had excellent views of
Red-winged Fairy-wren, Western Spinebill and Western
Rosella. A total of 17 species were seen.

The Serpentine walk is noted for Western Thornbills and
they were seen well and of particular interest to two visiting
birders. The Splendid Fairy-wren was in full breeding
plumage and a Scarlet Robin noted our progress. At the end
of the walk we saw Serpentine Falls with lots of water going
over it and views across to Garden Island. Bird species seen
were 21.

Jean Woodings
Western Australian Bird Notes
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After lunch we walked through this area. It is also open
Wandoo woodland but with more undergrowth and many
more grass trees. Here we had very good sightings of Splendid
Fairy-wrens, a White Winged-triller and Scarlet Robins but,
unfortunately, not the Hooded Robin.

LAKE FORRESTDALE, 24 September
Twenty-two members began the morning looking across the
lake from the new viewing platform (the lake today being
half a metre deep with no exposed mud). Dominant species
seen were 70 Black Swans and 15+ cygnets, two Australian
Shelduck and young, four Eastern Great Egrets, and 100+
Australian White Ibis. Raptors seen were Little Eagle,
Nankeen Kestrel, Swamp Harrier and Whistling Kite. We
then walked through banksia woodland, the trail to the east
side of the lake, from the primary school in Broome Street.
The highlights here were three cuckoos: Pallid, Horsfield’s
and Shining Bronze. After lunch and checklist call, ten of us
went on to nearby Stirling Road swamp (privately-owned, and
observing from the roadside) to see 12 waterbird species, with
a Pacific Heron being the highlight. Bushbirds of interest here
were three Sacred Kingfishers and six Yellow-throated Miners
on the adjoining golf course. Our morning total for Lake
Forrestdale was 47 species of which 37 were bushbirds.

Our sightings for the day were 41 species, three more than the
last visit to this site in the early winter. In all, a very enjoyable
day's birding.
Sandra West
NIGHT WALK, ALCOA WELLARD WETLANDS,
BALDIVIS, 16 October

David James

Four people gathered at Wellard Wetlands on the 16th for a
night walk. Unfortunately, the large numbers of Eastern Barn
Owls present earlier in the year had apparently dispersed
and the only nocturnal bird recorded was a Nankeen Night
Heron. Nonetheless, it was a pleasant walk, although the still,
warm conditions meant the insects (particularly midges) were
abundant. A Regent Parrot was also seen around the car park
before the walk.
John Graff

FLYNN ROAD, MUNDARING SHIRE, 8 October
A group of 17 bird watchers, both members and visitors, met
at Flynn Road, a woodland about 10 minutes’ drive east of
Mundaring townsite. After parking there was about a 3 km
walk to the area where our main target, Crested Shrike-tits,
are to be seen. It is an area of open Wandoo woodland with
occasional boggy patches and sparse undergrowth.

STIRLING RANGE CAMPOUT, 28-30 October
Birds on nests everywhere we looked, and over 80 species in
the first day, all without having to drive anywhere. Stirling
Range Retreat was certainly the place for birders to be this
spring. It wasn’t just the numbers, but the WOW factor of
many birds was high. How often in one day have we seen
Owlet Nightjar (CLOSE UP!), Regent Parrot (MANY!),
Crested Shrike-tit (not me sadly, but most others), Restless
Flycatcher, Blue-breasted Fairy-wren and many others. We all
sighed with contentment that evening, feeling it doesn’t get
better than this.

We started our walk with sightings of Yellow-plumed
Honeyeaters and a Sacred Kingfisher — the first of the
summer for some of us — and soon a White-winged Triller
was heard. As we walked further, Splendid Fairy-wrens,
Dusky Woodswallows, an Elegant Parrot and a Brown
Goshawk were seen. Rufous Treecreeper and Grey Shrikethrush were heard calling, but neither species was seen at this
point.

The second day could have been an anti-climax but the good
moments kept rolling in. Morning tea at Red Gum Pass
was a good one. We noticed that directly above our ‘circle’
was a raptor’s nest, with a tail sticking out — goshawk or
sparrowhawk we thought. Then we saw another nest with tail,
and an Australian Magpie was revealed. If we were becoming
blasé about birds, we could amuse ourselves watching a
monitor devouring a poor little mammal, or the antics of the
photographers busy with the mother of all tics. Those of us
who chose to wander found a lovely little dell with Western
Spinebill, Western Yellow Robin and other delights.

Progress was rather slow because we had frequent stops
to look at wildflowers especially orchids and Drosera
(insectivorous plants), much to the delight of our visitors from
USA. A Tawny Frogmouth and Western Rosella were seen
by some members. At our final stop we had good sightings
of a Rufous Treecreeper, Dusky Woodswallows and a pair of
Elegant Parrots.
After the break Charles organised us to spread out and search
the woodland where the Crested Shrike-tit is to be found.
This was very effective as a bird was soon spotted by one of
the expert birders. Crested Shrike-tits can be quite elusive
amongst the foliage, but all of us were able to see them with
help from those with more knowledge of these birds.

We finished the day at a spot Sue Abbotts had scouted —
more birds, wonderful flowers and we saw both Rosenberg’s
and Gould’s Monitors. In the meantime a short diversion by
a small team on behalf of the Carnaby’s Project confirmed
nesting Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos within the national park.

On our return walk we saw a pair of Rainbow Bee-eaters
and a pair of Peregrine Falcons, and a White-winged Triller,
skulking in the reeds of the boggy area near the car park.
Horsfield’s and Shining Bronze-Cuckoos were heard but not
seen.

We had 37 people on the campout as well as a couple of
people from the Albany group on Saturday; 102 species were
seen in total, with 27 breeding! Kerry Cowie was the optimist
who won the bottle of wine.
A campout like this doesn’t just happen. Sue Abbotts spent a
lot of time and energy doing the ‘reccie’ before any of us set
foot in the park, and it was her efforts that rewarded us with
an outstanding experience. Clive Nealon led groups when we

We drove to a second site where we saw Rufous Treecreepers
and a member who drove on earlier in the day reported seeing
a Hooded and Scarlet Robins at this site.
Western Australian Bird Notes
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split and clearly knew the place intimately. Thank you, Clive
and an especially big thank you to Sue.
Maris Lauva

NORTHAM AREA, 30 October
A small group of four met at the car park on the river in
Northam — the low numbers probably being due to the
long weekend and other outings on offer. The weather was
cool and sunny as we walked along the river to the Northam
Weir. The birds were numerous and easy to see. Clamorous
Reed- Warblers were very vocal and visible carrying nesting
material. A Sacred Kingfisher appeared to be inspecting
holes for a possible nesting site. About five Mute Swans
were noted including a pair on a nest on the island near

the bridge. Another island was occupied by Yellow-billed
Spoonbills plus Little Black and Little Pied Cormorants, as
well as Pacific Black Ducks and numerous Silver Gulls — all
of them on nests. Other birds seen on nests or with young
included Eurasian Coots, Black-faced Cuckoo-shrikes and
Magpie-larks. Three Common Sandpipers appeared while
an Australian Hobby flew overhead. After tea we visited
O’Driscoll’s Bush about 20 km outside Northam. Here the
sightings of bushbirds included, amongst others, Australasian
Pipit, Pallid Cuckoo, Rufous Whistler, Red-capped Robin,
White-winged Triller, Jacky Winter and a Brown Goshawk on
the nest. But the cherry on the top was the Peregrine Falcon
with three fat, grey, downy chicks on a nest where good
sightings were had by all of us. The outing ended with a total
of 53 species. Many thanks to Clinton for a really wonderful
and satisfying day.
Libby McGill

Observatory reports
BROOME BIRD OBSERVATORY
July, August and September are always
the busiest months of the year at
the BBO, with daily tours, myriad day
visitors and a full campground.
The most popular tour was the Bush
and Plains, involving the spectacular
Kidneybean Claypan which we were
finally able to access with the track drying out. Driving there
along the plains we would encounter groups of Brolgas
striding and dancing in the long dry grass. Nearing the
claypan the grass gives way to saltbush and we enter Yellow
Chat territory. A twitcher’s delight, they were seen on every
tour, with the largest flock numbering more than 300! The
claypan itself was home to multitudes of Black Swan and
cygnets, 50+ Australian Pelicans, up to eight Black-neck
Storks, and more Australian Pratincoles, Red-capped Plovers,
Masked Lapwing, ducks and ibis than you can poke a scope
at. And then one day in September the claypan dried up
and only a few Red-capped Plovers remained.
Eighteen species of raptor were spotted over the Dry — all,
except one, more than once. It seems Broome must be
close to being the Raptor Capital of Australia as well as the
Shorebird Capital. Speaking of shorebirds, we hosted six
cannon-netting sessions and have been very lucky to have
an enthusiastic bunch of helpers — locals, day visitors and
guests. We made five catches, including rarely caught birds
such as Black-tailed Godwit and Gull-billed Terns (one of
which was first banded 20 years ago!).
The Australasian Wader Study Group spent nearly two weeks
in September cannon-netting for Greater Sand Plovers —
but not just any old ones, their target was the 30 that had
been fitted with geo-locators earlier in the year. Given there
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are 20 000+ Greater Sand Plovers in the bay they certainly
set themselves a difficult task. But recover some they did.
No doubt once the data from the geolocators have been
uploaded and analysed some questions will be answered
(and, most likely, new ones raised).
A highlight during the AWSG stay was an overnight mistnetting session at a very chilly Taylor's Lagoon. A variety of
species was caught including Long-toed Stint and Baillon's
Crake, as well as Stubble Quail. It seems this latter species
has well and truly moved in for the time being, with a
number of sightings across various locations this month.
Birds aside, a couple of Snubfin Dolphin researchers based
themselves at the BBO for a few weeks. Not described as
a separate species until a few years ago, Roebuck Bay is a
stronghold for this species in north-west Australia.
As for unusual sightings, well, Flock Bronzewings persisted
for a few months at a spot on the highway near the
observatory. Undoubtedly, however, the highlight was an
Australian Little Bittern at Nimilaica Claypan — only the
third or so sighting in the area. A young bird, the stripes on
the chest caused a stir to begin with since most field guides
show such a feature only on the Yellow Bittern.
Finally, we have vacancies for anyone interested in being
a Campground Host in May, July, September or October
2012. In exchange for your help in keeping the BBO
clean and tidy we provide you with a free powered site
and access to our tours. Please let us know ASAP on
9193 5600 or bbo@birdsaustralia.com.au. Also on the
website are our course dates for 2012.
Glen Ewers & Sarah Katz
Wardens
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EYRE BIRD OBSERVATORY
Correction: WABN 139, page 34 was
incorrectly attributed. This engaging
photograph was taken by Alex Morrison.
Please accept the Editors’ apologies.

windows. To prevent the paint being stripped from the
whole building, we resorted to flapping tea towels from
inside the house to discourage this activity. The CSIRO
recommends mustard for other species of cockatoo, but we
had no need to raid the fridge. After two days of this frenetic
activity, it ceased as suddenly as it had begun.
One week later:

A major incident

They’re back. Start mixing the mustard!

The hormones were raging down at Eyre as the swallows
gathered nesting material and the Major Mitchell’s
Cockatoos savagely attacked their reflections in the kitchen
and dining room windows (see photo, page 2). Ali has film of
these attacks taken from inside the observatory. She is sure
it will be much sought after by David Attenborough, such is
the approbation it receives from the guests each time it is
viewed.
She was worried that the MMs would harm themselves as
they initially hurled themselves against the glass, and then
took to beak bashing and wing flapping with accompanying
squawks. The malevolent look in their eyes was quite
disturbing. At one stage they were attempting to fly inside
the building whenever the screen door was opened, and
made several sorties within the deck area prior to their
interaction with the window. They seemed to have great
memories for exactly where this rival was to be found.
It appears that last year’s ‘Baby Pinks’, as Ali calls them,
are now teenagers whom the older birds were trying to
impress with their battle tactics. They hung off the guttering
admiring the ‘Boss Cocky’s’ prowess. They learned very
quickly from him and started interacting with their own
reflections. Their activity was not as savage. Funnily enough,
none of them seemed able to vanquish that other bird in the
window.
After initially battling with the phantom MM, the birds
began to wreak havoc by chewing at the paint on the

Chestnut Quail-thrush thrill
Today we were inspired to seek the elusive Malleefowl. Our
day guests, BA members, reported seeing one on the gravel
road near the Microwave Tower. Armed with a GPS with the
waypoints of known mounds, we set off with Derek and
Sal (the next caretakers) and Wally and Betty Klau, who are
running the bird banding exercise at the moment. We found
three unused mounds and were following Wally back to
the car when he suddenly leapt vertically into the air over
a clump of grass growing in a moist waterway. While Wally
was still ascending, a creature erupted from the grass and
turned on him with a vengeance. It was making a fearsome
hissing noise. We assumed it was a snake and left him to his
fate, but indeed it was a female Chestnut Quail-thrush which
was sitting on a nest with very young chicks. She put on a
splendid defence, extending her wings and puffing herself
up to twice her normal size. Wally finally descended to earth,
avoiding the nest. We took some quick photos and backed
off, leaving her to regain her composure.
We have seen these birds on several occasions while
travelling on the North Track below the scarp, but it was a
real thrill to see one nesting. Hopefully, the good season is
leading to an increase in the populations of all of our special
Eyre birds.
Ali and Ian Muirhead

Chestnut Quail-thrush at Eyre, 8-11 June 2011.
Photo: Els Wakefield
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Coming events
Important note re campouts
Members anticipating attending campouts must notify the BAWA Office (9383 7749) of the number in their party and when they will
arrive. If you are unsure, put your name down as you can always cancel.
An emergency contact number should also be provided in case of accident.

New members
Please let the leaders know that you are a new member and don’t hesitate to ask for assistance with bird sightings.

Tuesday 6 December: Nairns,
Mandurah
Photo Group morning activity

at about 6:00 pm, on the lawn at the rear
of the building. Bring your own food
and drink, and chairs if possible.

Sunday 8 January 2012: Canning River
Regional Park, Wilson
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am at the end of John Street.
From Pinjarra road turn south into Lakes
Road (Wanjeep Street). Turn left into
Beacham Street, left into Peel Parade and
to the end of John Street. Nairns is part
of the Peel-Harvey Estuary IBA for Fairy
Tern, Blue-billed Duck and migratory
waders.

The Twitchathon will finish at the
barbecue and winners of the various
categories will be announced.

Meet at 7:30 am at the Kent Street Weir
car park. The walk follows a 5 km circuit
along the Canning River, viewing a
large selection of bush and waterbirds,
hopefully with sightings of the elusive
Spotless Crake.

Anyone is welcome to attend. If there is
a particular aspect of photography you
are interested in contact the leader prior
to the date.
Leader: Maris Lauva latvian_maris@
hotmail.com
Saturday 10 December: Lake Goollelal,
Kingsley
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the car park on
Woodlake Retreat. From the junction of
Wanneroo Road and Hepburn Avenue,
travel north on Wanneroo Road to the
first set of traffic lights and turn left into
Woodlake Retreat. The car park is 50 m
from the turn off.
This lake has been neglected from a bird
walks point of view but it now has a
reasonable path all around it, and offers
a good selection of bushbirds as well as
the waterbirds. It is part of the Northern
Swan Coastal Plain IBA for Carnaby’s
Black-Cockatoo. Bring your scope if you
have one.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Clive Nealon

Saturday 10 to Sunday 11 December:
Twitchathon
For further details look for the notice
in this edition of Western Australian Bird
Notes.
Sunday 11 December: BAWA Christmas
barbecue
The annual Christmas barbecue this year
will be held as usual, at Peregrine House,
Vol 140 December 2011

All members welcome.
Sunday 18 December: Lake McLarty,
Murray
Full day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the gate into Lake
McLarty Reserve. Travel on the PerthBunbury Highway past Pinjarra Road,
turning right into Mills Road and
continue for approximately 1.7 km until
you see the white gate on the right. Take
your lunch, sun hat, insect repellant,
water and telescopes. Wear rubber boots
or old shoes as it will be muddy.

For members and the general public.
Leader: Sue Abbotts
Thursday 12 January: Clarkson Reserve,
Maylands
Half-day excursion

Lake McLarty is an IBA site for
migratory waders so there should be
a variety of waders at the lake, as well
as many waterbirds and bushbirds.
Note: this excursion may be moved to
an alternative venue if water levels are
unsuitable.

Meet at 8:00 am in the car park on the
east side of the tennis courts off Clarkson
Road. Travelling away from the city
on Guildford Road, turn right into
Peninsula Road and follow this until
you reach a T-junction with Clarkson
Road. Turn left at the T-junction and
travel about 200 m along Clarkson Road
towards the tennis courts, and turn right
to reach the parking area. Buff-banded
Rail have been seen here and it should
be quite a pleasant walk along the river.

For members and guests only.

For members and the general public.

Leaders: John Graff jgraff2@hotmail.com

NOTE: There is no meeting in December.

Saturday 31 December: Wellard
Wetlands, Baldivis
Half day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the entrance to
Wellard Wetlands on the northern side of
Bertenshaw Road, 1 km from St Albans
Road. Coming from Perth, turn left off
the Kwinana Freeway into Mundijong
Road, then right into St Albans Road
and right into Bertenshaw Road. There
should be plenty of bushbirds and
waterbirds here, as well as several
species of raptors. Over 120 bird species
have been recorded at this reserve.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Charles Merriam
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Leader: John Graff
Saturday 14 January: Lake McLarty,
Murray
Full-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the gate into Lake
McLarty Reserve. Travel on the PerthBunbury Highway past Pinjarra Road,
turning right into Mills Road and
continue for approximately 1.7 km until
you see the white gate on the right. Take
your lunch, sun hat, insect repellant,
water and telescopes. Wear rubber boots
or old shoes as it will be muddy.
Lake McLarty is an IBA site for
migratory waders so there should be a
variety of waders at the Lake, as well
as many waterbirds and bushbirds.
Note: this excursion may be moved to
an alternative venue if water levels are
unsuitable.
For members and guests only.
Leader: John Graff (jgraff2@hotmail.com)
Western Australian Bird Notes
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Sunday 15 January: Lake Gwelup,
Stirling
Photogroup activity
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park at the
corner of Stoneman Street and Huntriss
Road, north of Karrinyup Road. We
should see waterbirds and bushbirds,
and raptors are often seen here.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Maris Lauva
Sunday 22 January: Woodman Point,
Cockburn
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park at
Woodman Point on Jervoise Bay. Turn
right off Cockburn Road, into O’Kane
Court, then left into Jervoise Bay Cove,
and almost immediately right into
Woodman Point Road. Drive to the end
of the road and take the last left to the
car park.
We will walk along the beach to
Woodman Spit, and back along the other
side to Cockburn Cement Jetty to look
for waders and seabirds. Bring your
telescopes.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Robyn Pickering

Monday 23 January: Bold Park Eco
Centre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat
Meeting, 7:30 pm
Tracey Moore will give a talk entitled,
“Wandoo and birds”.
Thursday 26 to Sunday 29 January:
Australia Day Long weekend campout,
Albany
We will be based at the Kalgan River
Chalets and Caravan Park. If you
intend to join us, BOOK NOW. BAWA
has reserved 15 powered sites. As this
is a popular holiday destination, the
minimum booking for this holiday
period is 4 nights. Please contact
Kalgan River Caravan Park to secure
one of these reserved sites or to
book a cabin. Their contact details,
telephone 9844 7937, website www.
kalganrivercaravanpark.com.au.
The Albany Group will be assisting
us with the usual searches, plus an
excursion to see, or possibly hear, south
coast wonders such as the Western
Bristlebird and Noisy Scrub-bird. On
previous Albany campouts 140+ species
have been seen.

Sunday 29 January: Waterford
Foreshore,
Salter Point
Half-day excursion
Meet at the Curtin University Boat Shed
at 7:30 am. To reach the parking area
travel along Manning Road and turn into
Elderfield Road which is on the western
side of the Trinity College playing fields.
Proceed to the end of this street and the
parking area is on the right hand side.
The walk will proceed along the river
front for about 1 km and return via a
nearby park.
Bring morning tea because, if time
permits, we will move to Salter Point
where further species may be seen.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Lorraine and Richard Chyne

Saturday 4 to Monday 6 February:
Rottnest Shorebird 2020 count
This survey is part of the twice-annual
count of shorebirds on Rottnest Island
for both the Rottnest Island Authority
and the Shorebirds 2020 database. The
island has been listed as an Important
Bird Area (IBA) on the basis of the
breeding Fairy Tern colony and the
numbers of Banded Stilt that use this
site. So the data gathered contributes to
this BA project, also.
The shorebird survey will take place
on the Sunday; Saturday will be spent
reviewing the sites. The accommodation
will be booked from Saturday 4th to
Monday 6th. Accommodation at the
UWA Research Station is now under the
control of the Rottnest Island Authority
and at no cost apart from incidentals.
The cooking facilities, refrigerators, beds
have all been updated and the building
has been cleaned and painted. You need
to bring your own food or buy it on
arrival. The group usually eats in the
settlement on the Saturday night.
Transport around the island is provided
with the use of two vehicles. Concession
ferry fares will be available.
Numbers are limited to 20 people.
Members experienced in wader
identification are required but we
can take some members who are
less confident. It is a good learning
opportunity.

Sunday 5 February: Peel Inlet,
Mandurah
Full day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am north of the Erskine
Lakes near the end of Southmead
Green. Coming from Perth go over the
Mandurah Bypass Bridge, take the first
left into Sticks Boulevard, the first left
into Abbotswood Parkway, the first right
into Pennington Garden and the first
left into Southmead Green. We will look
for waterbirds and bushbirds around
the lakes and estuary. The Peel-Harvey
Estuary is an Important Bird Area (IBA)
for migratory waders and Fairy Tern.
The shore at Coodanup may also be
visited by those wishing to extend
the excursion after lunch. Bring insect
repellant, your telescope if you have
one, and come and learn about waders.
This excursion will also contribute to the
annual wader count.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Sue Abbotts

Sunday 12 February: Nambeelup
Settling Ponds, Nambeelup
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in the large cleared area
on the north side of Lakes Road and
just west of the Kwinana Freeway. We
will carpool from here and travel on
to the Nambeelup settlement ponds.
The site regularly hosts a good variety
of waterbirds and waders, including
less common species such as Wood
Sandpiper, Pectoral Sandpiper and
Long-toed Stint.
PLEASE NOTE: Due to the nature of this
site, numbers for this excursion will be
STRICTLY LIMITED TO 20 PEOPLE. If
you wish to attend, you MUST contact
the BAWA office on 9383 7749 to put
your name on the list.
For members and guests only.
Leaders: Ken Monson and John Graff

Thursday 16 February: Lake Monger,
Cambridge
Half-day excursion

Please phone 9383 7749 to notify the
BAWA office of your intention to attend.

If you are interested in attending please
register your name and contact details,
including e-mail address, at the BAWA
office on 9383 7749.

Meet at 7:30 am at the most westerly car
park off Lake Monger Drive. The walk
around the lake will take 2-3 hours.
This is a good opportunity to see many
species of ducks, waterbirds, and some
bushbirds. Spotless Crake is often seen
depending on the water level.

For members and guests only.

For members only.

For members and the general public.

Leaders: Les and Sandra Hogben
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Sunday 19 February: Kogolup Lake,
Cockburn
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park on
Branch Circus. Take the Beeliar Drive
exit off the Freeway and head west,
turning left into Hammond Road and
then right into Branch Circus. Travel
along Branch Circus for about 1 km
until you see a limestone parking area
on the right. There should be a good
variety of bushbirds and waterbirds. All
three crake species are usually seen each
summer in this wetland.
Please bring your scopes and rubber
boots as it will be muddy.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Robyn Pickering
Saturday 25 February: Jorgenson Park,
Kalamunda
Photogroup activity
Meet at 7:30 am at the car park at the
end of Crescent Road in Kalamunda.
There will be good bushbirds in this hills
reserve.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Maris Lauva
Sunday 26 Feb February: Blackwall
Reach, Bicton
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the junction of Kent
Street and Blackwall Reach Parade. A
pleasant walk along the Swan River
along a bush track which is noted
for its population of White-cheeked
Honeyeaters. We will also look for
waders along the Point Walter Beach.
For members and the general public.
Leaders: George and Pam Agar

Monday 27 February: Bold Park Eco
Centre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat
SGM and AGM followed by the
monthly neeting: 7:30 pm
Robyn Pickering will give a talk entitled,
“Birding in New Zealand”.
This meeting will also be the occasion of
the Special General Meeting and Annual
General Meeting. For details, see pages
22 to 24.
Saturday 3 March to Monday 5 March:
Labour Day Long Weekend Campout.
Pemberton
It is 4 years since we had a campout at
Pemberton in the cooler south west. The
caravan park is situated in lovely Karri
forest with Red-eared Firetail and WhiteWestern Australian Bird Notes

breasted Robin along the creek. Besides
the Karri forest, we will also visit coastal
heath and some more accessible parts
of the D’Entrecasteaux National Park.
A trip is planned to Windy Harbour
covering some of the south coast looking
for Rock Parrot and Hooded Plover.

For members and the general public.

BAWA has reserved 15 powered sites at
the Pemberton Caravan Park. As this is
a popular weekend and the minimum
period for bookings is 3 nights, please
ring the caravan park to secure one of
these reserved sites or to book a cabin.
Contact details: telephone 9776 1300;
website www.pembertonpark.com.au

Meet at 8:00 am in the car park of the
Perth Pony Club. To reach the car park,
drive along Jon Sanders Drive from
Perth and turn left just before you reach
Selby Street. This is one of the waterbird
refuges that never dry up.

Extension to Pemberton campout for
Tuesday 6 March
It is proposed to visit the difficult to
access mouth of the Warren River. This
area is isolated and is quite scenic. The
river forms a small estuary flanked by
sand-dunes.
Access is via two different 4WD tracks.
One leads past Calcup Hill, one of the
highest sand-dunes in WA, the other
passes over the Yeagarup Dunes. Subject
to conditions it is possible to complete a
loop drive using both tracks.
Note: both tracks have long sections of
very soft sand driving that require tyre
deflation. A tyre compressor and gauge
are essential.
Please phone 9383 7749 to notify the
BAWA office of your intention to attend
the campout plus the extension.
For members only.
Leaders: Les and Sandra Hogben
0438983703.

Leader: Clive Napier
Sunday 11 March, Herdsman Lake,
Stirling
Photogroup activity

For members and guests only.
Leader: Maris Lauva
Thursday 15 March, Tom Bateman
Reserve, Thornlie
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am beside the playground/
sporting complex at the corner of
Nicholson and Wilfred Roads (car-park
entry is off Wilfred Road).
We will look at a series of wetlands
constructed to remove nutrients from
water draining into the Canning River.
We will also look at small bushland areas
if they are accessible. Rubber boots may
be a good idea, and insect repellent.
Bring morning tea to have while we do a
combined bird list.
For members and the general public.
Leaders: George and Pam Agar
Sunday 18 March: Lake Joondalup,
Joondalup
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the first car park at
the northern end of the lake off Progress
Drive. Bibra Lake is a part of the Beeliar
Wetlands chain and a large number
of bushbirds and waterbirds can be
seen here. Bring water, hats, suitable
footwear, etc. Snakes have been seen
around here.

Meet at 7:30 am at Neil Hawkins Park, in
the car park at the end of Boas Avenue.
Joondalup Lake has recorded the highest
number of species for any BAWA half
day excursion with 75 species of birds
seen in one morning excursion. There are
always lots of waterbirds and bushbirds
to be seen around this large lake, and
there could be waders as well. Lake
Joondalup is within the Northern Swan
Coastal Plain Important Bird Area for
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo.

For members and guests only.

Bring your telescope if you have one.

Sunday 4 March: Bibra Lake, Cockburn
Half-day excursion

Leader: Wynton Maddeford

For members and guests only.
Leaders: Andrew Hobbs and Wayne Merritt

Saturday 10 March: Alfred Cove,
Melville
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park in Troy
Park next to the Oval, off Burke Drive,
Attadale. There should be plenty of
migratory waders and waterbirds round
the river, and there are always bushbirds
in the park. Buff-banded Rails have been
seen here.
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Sunday 25 March: Ray Marshall Park,
Viveash
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park of Ray
Marshall Park. Go to the end of First
Avenue, off Great Eastern Highway, just
east of Governor Stirling Senior High
School. We will take a morning walk
along the John George Trail that runs
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beside the Swan River. On the return
walk, we will divert to a swampy area
250 m off the track, and this will usually
add up to six extra species to the list.
The walk includes big river redgums,
waterbirds along the river, and the walk
to the swamp mentioned above.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Max Howard

Carnarvon is an interesting area to go
bird watching as it is on the boundary
of both northern and southern bird
distributions. It also has a wide variety
of habitats including mangroves and
mudflats, beaches, coastal plain, bush
thickets, grasslands, samphire flats,
claypans and the Gascoyne River.
This campout will be based at the
Carnarvon Caravan Park which has a
full range of accommodation options.
Please contact them on 9941 8101 to book
your site or chalet and mention you are
with BAWA. Also book at the BAWA
office on 9383 7749.

Monday 26 March: Bold Park Eco
Centre,
Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat
Meeting, 7:30 pm
Piers Higgs will give a talk entitled,
“Update on Carnaby’s website”.
Sunday 1 April: Lake Coogee, Munster
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in Fawcett Road, 100 m
from Mayor Road. Nearly 100 species
of birds have been seen on and around
the lake, including nine raptors. It is a
large lake and has a path right around it
so some people may wish to do the full
circuit.
For members and guests only.
Leaders: Jan and Dave Crossley

Sunday 1 April: Pelagic Trip, Hillarys
Boat Harbour
This is only the second time we have had
an April Pelagic trip from Hillarys. We
should see shearwaters, skuas and
jaegers and a possibility of some petrels
and storm-petrels. Bring your camera
and lunch. The Blue Juice Charters
boat leaves at 7:00 am sharp and we
return at about 3:30 pm. We will head
nearly 60 km offshore to the trench west
of Rottnest to look for seabirds and
cetaceans. The cost will be $110 if there
are 27 people or $115 if there are 25
people.
You must book by contacting Alan
Collins on 9291 4219 or alaninoz@iinet.
net.au.
Leader: Alan Collins

Saturday 31 March to Thursday 5 April:
Pre Easter campout, Carnarvon

We will camp close to the station
homestead and some 240v power will be
available. Accommodation ranges from a
2 bedroom hut with shower facilities but
no kitchen, 4 shearers quarters rooms
and good campsites. Fresh water will be
available but you are responsible for all
your own food and bedding. To reserve
the accommodation please call the
BAWA office on 9383 7749.
There will be a BAWA sign at the turnoff
from Butchers Track into Muggon
Station. By road the station is 60 km
north-west of Murchison Settlement or
150 km east of Overlander Roadhouse,
these being the last fuel stops before the
station.

Leaders: Sue Abbotts and Clive and Wendy
Napier

The leaders will remain at Muggon
Station until at least Tuesday 10th.
Contact Clive Napier on 9332 2765 for
additional information if required.

On Thursday 5 April we will travel
south east to Muggon Station (350 km)
for the Easter Campout via Butchers
Track which is unsealed but suitable
for 2 wheel drive vehicles at the time of
writing. It will be at least 5 days before
you reach the next shop so stock up in
Carnarvon. IT IS IMPERATIVE TO TOP
UP FUEL AT OVERLANDER ROAD
HOUSE as you will have 250 km of
station travel to the next fuel station at
Murchison Settlement. Please calculate
your fuel requirement carefully as there
is no fuel at Muggon Station.

Leaders: Clive and Wendy Napier and
Sue Abbotts

Butchers Track to Muggon Station turns
east from the North-West Highway 29
km south of Overlander Roadhouse.
Friday 6 April to Monday 9 April:
Easter campout, Muggon Station
Muggon Station has an extensive
system of saltwater lakes and claypans
in otherwise semi-arid ex pastoral
country. DEC reports that all the lakes
are currently full and should remain
with adequate water until next Easter.
This will ensure considerable numbers
of waterbirds as well the bushbirds will
be abundant after an excellent breeding
season. On the 3 combined bird lists we
have, there are 120 species recorded.

Friday 6 to Monday 9 April: Great
Western Woodlands
Easter campouts/tagalongs
The Great Western Woodlands is a
huge (16 million hectares) region, the
largest intact Mediterranean climate
woodland on Earth. It stretches from
the vermin proof fence almost to Eyre
Bird Observatory, and includes much
of the western, southern and eastern
Goldfields. We’ll be doing bird surveys
with small tagalong groups.
Planning is still underway, and
expressions of interest are sought from
potential tagalong leaders as well as
participants. 4WD essential; highclearance camper trailers ok. There is no
limit to the number of tagalong groups,
however individual groups will be
limited to 2-5 vehicles.
If there is sufficient interest, we may
expand the tagalong trips beyond the
Easter period.
To register your interest, email Cheryl
Gole c.gole@birdsaustralia.com.au or
phone the BAWA office on 9383 7749.
For members and the general public.
Organisers: Cheryl and Martin Gole

Bird cards for sale!
Beautiful cards with envelope, some with a Christmas message.
Only $1.00 each. Available from our Peregrine House office.
Visit our website to see the full range.
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Carnamah, Inering Hills

(a division of Royal Australasian Ornithologists Union)

3.5 hours drive north of Perth
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Purpose built modern one bedroom self
contained studio/cottage on working farm with
fine views over the granite rocks. Wheatbelt
and transitional woodland birds. Linen
supplied. Guided visit to key sites included.
2 nights, 2 people $275.00.
For more details + photos:
Pauline.Wittwer@bigpond.com
or 0428674 074. Farm: 99511 225.
Your well behaved dog is welcome.

Subscription form
Are you joining Birds Australia for the first time, or renewing your
membership?
Do you wish to receive Western Australian Bird Notes?
If so, please complete the section below and send the appropriate fee to the
national office with your membership application.

Title

First name

Last name

Address

Postcode

Crossword answers No. 9
Phone (h)

(w)

ACROSS
1. ash; 3. sacred; 9. lobed; 10. kookaburra; 11. hood; 12.
aluminium; 13. low; 14. cap; 16. kite; 17. immature; 19.
wood; 20. or; 21. parrot; 25. plover; 26. tuna; 27. range; 28.
crake; 29. yolk.

Email

DOWN
2. Shoalwater; 4. albinism; 5. ear; 6. Goshawk; 7.
relocation; 8. skim; 15. Starling; 18. retrap; 19. Western;
20. Osprey; 22. aerial; 23. coral; 24. raven.

WABN subscription rates per annum
(please cross out whichever is inapplicable)
WA and Interstate Members

$15.00

Overseas Members

$25.00

Note: WABN subscription is only available with a Birds Australia
membership. For membership rates, contact Birds Australia.

Payment details
I enclose a cheque/money order payable to ‘Birds Australia’
OR
Debit my Mastercard
___ ___ ___ ___

The Editors and staff of Western
Australian Bird Notes send
Christmas greetings to all.

......../.........
Expiry date

___ ___ ___ ___

Visa

o

___ ___ ___ ___

___ ___ ___ ___

....................................................................
Cardholder’s name (please print)
.......................................................................
Signature of Cardholder

May you have good bird observing
in 2012 and remember to send
at least one contribution to WABN
during the year.
Western Australian Bird Notes

o

Post to:

Birds Australia Membership
60 Leicester St, Carlton VIC 3053
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Opportunities for volunteers
This section gives members an avenue to advertise for voluntary assistance with projects, surveys, initiatives, office.

•
•
•
•

Atlas — surveys for this are continuing — contact Cheryl
Gole Tel 9293 4958, e-mail cgole@westnet.com.au
Monthly meeting speakers — contact Wayne Merritt Tel
9405 4774, mob 0411 591 547
Excursion leaders — contact Sue Abbotts Tel 9444 1607,
e-mail suechat@bigpond.net.au
Office volunteer — contact Beryl Walker Tel 9397 6887,
e-mail bemwalk@hotmail.com

•
•
•

Birds Australia Western Australia

Fundraising — contact Bruce Haynes Tel 9384 7426,
e-mail b.haynes@pesa.org.au
Card sales — contact Beryl Walker Tel 9397 6887,
e-mail bemwalk@hotmail.com
Shorebird 2020 — annual survey — 5 February — contact
Kim Onton Tel 0428 880 580, e-mail kimberleyonton@
yahoo.com.au

Calendar of events

Office: Peregrine House
167 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat WA 6014
Hours:
Monday-Friday 9:30 am to 12.30 pm
Telephone:
(08) 9383 7749
Facsimile:
(08) 9387 8412
E-mail:
mail@birdswa.com.au
Birds Australia WA web page: birdsaustralia.com.au/wa
Chair:
Suzanne Mather
Tel: (08) 9389 6416
E-mail: suzannemather@bigpond.com
Joint Editors: Allan Burbidge
Tel: (08) 9405 5109 (w)
Tel/Fax: (08) 9306 1642 (h)
Fax: (08) 9306 1641 (w)
E-mail: allanb99@bigpond.net.au

Tue 6 Dec: Nairns, Mandurah: Photo Group morning activity
Sat 10 Dec: Lake Goollelal, Kingsley: Half-day excursion
Sat 10 to Sun 11 Dec: Twitchathon
Sun 11 Dec: BAWA Christmas barbecue
Sun 18 Dec: Lake McLarty, Murray: Full day excursion
NOTE: There is no meeting in Dec.
Sat 31 Dec: Wellard Wetlands, Baldivis: Half day excursion
Sun 8 Jan: Canning River Regional Park, Wilson: Half-day
excursion
Thu 12 Jan: Clarkson Reserve, Maylands: Half-day excursion
Sat 14 Jan: Lake McLarty, Murray: Full-day excursion

Suzanne Mather
Tel: (08) 9389 6416
E-mail: suzannemather@bigpond.com

Sun 15 Jan: Lake Gwelup, Stirling: Photogroup activity
Sun 22 Jan: Woodman Point, Cockburn: Half-day excursion

Production:
Margaret Philippson
Printing and distribution: Daniels Printing Craftsmen
Tel: (08) 9204 6800 danielspc.com.au

Mon 23 Jan 2012: Bold Park Eco Centre: Meeting, 7:30 pm
Thu 26 to Sun 29 Jan: Australia Day Long weekend campout,
Albany
Sun 29 Jan: Waterford Foreshore, Salter Point: Half-day excursion

Notes for Contributors

Sat 4 to Mon 6 Feb: Rottnest Shorebird 2020 count

The Editors request contributors to note:

Sun 5 Feb: Peel Inlet, Mandurah: Full day excursion

• WABN publishes material of interest to the WA Group;

Sun 12 Feb: Nambeelup Settling Ponds, Nambeelup: Half-day
excursion

• contributions should be written or typed with double
spacing—a copy on disk or emailed would assist, especially if in
MSWord as a document without styles; do not embed pictures
or graphics in MS Word;

Thu 16 Feb: Lake Monger, Cambridge: Half-day excursion
Sun 19 Feb: Kogolup Lake, Cockburn: Half-day excursion

• contributions to be sent direct to the Editors, either at the office
or by email:

Sat 25 Feb: Jorgenson Park, Kalamunda: Photogroup activity
Sun 26 Feb Feb: Blackwall Reach, Bicton: Half-day excursion

Sue Mather: suzannemather@bigpond.com
Allan Burbidge: allanb99@bigpond.net.au

Mon 27 Feb: Bold Park Eco Centre: Meeting: 7:30 pm followed by
the AGM and a SGM

• WABN uses Birds Australia recommended English names;

Sat 3 Mar to Mon 5 Mar: Labour Day Long Weekend Campout.
Pemberton

• except for Observations, contributions will be published unless
the contributor is informed to the contrary.

Tue 6 Mar: Extension to Pemberton campout

• Full Editorial Policy is stated in WABN 74:10-12

Sun 4 Mar: Bibra Lake, Cockburn: Half-day excursion
Sat 10 Mar: Alfred Cove, Melville: Half-day excursion
Sun 11 Mar, Herdsman Lake, Stirling: Photogroup activity

Printing Deadlines (at the BAWA Office)

Thu 15 Mar, Tom Bateman Reserve, Thornlie: Half-day excursion

March 2012 issue: 1 February
June 2012 issue: 1 May
September 2012 issue: 1 August
December 2012 issue: 1 November

Sun 18 Mar: Lake Joondalup, Joondalup: Half-day excursion
Sun 25 Mar: Ray Marshall Park, Viveash: Half-day excursion
Mon 26 Mar: Bold Park Eco Centre: Meeting, 7:30 pm
Sun 1 Apr: Lake Coogee, Munster: Half-day excursion
Sun 1 Apr: Pelagic Trip, Hillarys: Boat Harbour

Advertising Rates

Sat 31 Mar to Thu 5 Apr: Pre Easter campout, Carnarvon

1/4 page: $35.00
1/2 page: $55.00
Full page: $100.00
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Fri 6 Apr to Mon 9 Apr: Easter campout, Muggon Station
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BAWA members in the field

Above: Bunbury Birding
Group, Leschenault
(see report, page 29).
Photo: Chris Tate

Above: Rottnest bird survey group
(see report, page 3).
Photo: Sue Mather
Right: Carnaby’s nest training day, Chittering
(see report, page 11).
Photo: Francois Sauzier

BAWA PHOTOGRAPHY GROUP
These photos of birds taken during
the BAWA photo group outing at Neil
Hawkins Park, Lake Joondalup on 17
September 2011. Most were taken with
a Nikon D300s and Nikkor AF VR 80400mm f4.5-5.6 lens. The Hobby was
photographed with the same camera
on a Nikon ED82 spotting scope and
Nikon FSA-L1 camera adaptor.
Barry Heinrich
Photos (clockwise): Carnaby’s BlackCockatoo, Australian Ringneck, Pacific Black
Duck, Australian Hobby and Black-faced
Cuckoo-shrike.
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Red Wattlebird (see Bunbury report, page 29).
Photo: Mark Field-Holdworth

Peruvian birds: (above left)
Reddish Hermit, (above right)
Hoatzin and (left) Pale-legged
Hornero
(see article, page 19).
Photos: Dusty Miller
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Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo, Leschenault Estuary, Australind
(see report, page 17).
Photo: Chris Tate
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