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C o n t e n t s

Front cover (centre photo): Dunes of the 
Great Victoria Desert. In September 2010, 
after recent modest rainfall, the desert dunes 
were still showing the effects of a long dry 
period. Birds were generally low in number 
and diversity.

Photo: Cheryl Gole
The following photos are from the BAWA 
Digital Library (clockwise): Australian Bustard 
(Jeremy Stephenson), Western Gerygone 
(John Vogel), Scarlet-chested Parrot (Frank 
O’Connor), Redthroat (Frank O’Connor), 
Red-backed Kingfisher (Robin Ashford) and 
Weebill (Georgina Steytler).

Figure 1. Location of bird survey sites for Desert Discovery 2010.

Key: ▲= 20 minute, 2 ha survey; ■ = 20 minute area search within 500 m of a central point; ●= other survey (mostly area 
searches of other periods and sizes); X = incidental record. Topographic features, showing roads (maroon), dunes (yellow) and 
drainages (blue) on base map downloaded from Geoscience Australia 1:250000 (http://www.ga.gov.au/).

Bird observers at Sydney Yeo Chasm, known by traditional 
owners as Kulyuru. This is a place of special significance for 
Aboriginal people and access is restricted. During the Desert 

Discovery 2010 project, water persisted in some small rockholes 
and a number of birds were found to be nesting there, including 

Little Woodswallow, Redthroat and Singing Honeyeater.
Photo: Cheryl Gole

Great Victoria Desert
(see article, page 3)
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BIRDS OF THE NORTHERN GREAT 
VICTORIA DESERT: THE 2010 SYKES 

BLUFF DESERT DISCOVERY PROJECT
Summary

The 2010 Desert Discovery project was run from 12 
September to 3 October and based near Sykes Bluff on the 
Connie Sue Highway in the northern Great Victoria Desert, 
Western Australia.

Over the course of the project period, 188 Birds Australia 
Atlas bird survey sheets were completed, consisting of 119 
X 20 minute 2 ha searches, 54 other surveys which were 
mostly area searches, and 15 incidental records. A total 
of 69 bird species were recorded, with significant records 
including Scarlet-chested Parrot and Rufous-crowned 
Emu-wren. Environmental conditions over both the survey 
area and arid regions of Australia more broadly probably 
exerted substantial influence 
on the survey findings, 
with fewer nomadic bird 
species than may otherwise 
have been expected and 
low bird activity among 
more sedentary species. 
Fewer records of Rufous-
crowned Emu-wrens and 
no confirmed records of 
Striated Grasswrens, than 
in a comparable survey 
conducted in 2000, suggest 
lower populations of these 
species in 2010.

Introduction

The 2010 Desert Discovery 
project was located in the 
northern Great Victoria 
Desert, adjoining the Connie 
Sue Highway near Sykes Bluff, south of Warburton, Western 
Australia. One of the aims of the project was to survey birds 
occurring through the project area, to contribute to the 
ongoing Atlas of Australian Birds (Birds Australia 2005-7) and 
partially replicate similar surveys conducted over the same 
area by Desert Discovery 2000 (Harris 2000).

Habitats sampled included:

•	 Spinifex sandplains, with or without scattered mulgas or 
mallees.

•	 Shrubland and spinifex on red sand dunes. In the south 
of the survey area this community contained large 
Marble Gums, forming an open woodland.

•	 Mulga shrubland. This had an understorey of spinifex 
on sandplains or was largely bare on rocky and gravely 
ridges. In water-gaining sites like drainage lines and 
around rocky outcrops the mulga was often denser.

•	 Rocky outcrops, breakaways and canyons with scattered 
shrubs.

•	 Eucalypt woodland on larger drainages.

•	 Flats with chenopods, low grasslands and salt lakes.

•	 Recently burnt areas with little regrowth.

Desert Discovery Inc is a non-profit voluntary organisation 
with the principal purpose of ensuring the protection and 
enhancement of the natural environment in remote regions 
of Australia. One of the main activities of the group is a (now) 
biennial camp conducted in a remote desert region, with 
research findings placed on the public record (eg, see Desert 
Discovery Inc (2010) for more information on other activities 
at the 2010 project). Of the eight projects conducted to date, 
all but one have been in Western Australia.

Methods

Bird surveys were conducted 
over the following areas 
(number of Atlas sheets per 
area in brackets): Connie Sue 
Highway north of Point Lilian 
and south of Warburton (68 - 
including base camp; plus at 
specific locations along the 
Connie Sue:14 at Cooper Creek, 
3 at Hann’s Tabletop, 7 at Point 
Wood, 4 at Ryans Bluff and 
21 on the Sykes Bluff track), 
Parallel Rd No. 2 west to the 
Great Central Rd (4), Baker Lake 
track (6), and the road east to 
(32) and including Sydney Yeo 
Chasm (Kulyuru) (29) (Figure 1, 
see page 2). Species recorded 
further afield are not reported 
here. Survey locations were 

chosen both systematically (at set distances along roads 
and repeats of survey locations sampled in the 2000 Desert 
Discovery project) and opportunistically. Note that permits 
from the Ngaanyatjarra Council are required for visits to this 
area.

Survey methods followed those of the Birds Australia Atlas 
project (Barrett et al. 2003). In the case of surveys in which 
2 ha 20-minute surveys and area searches within 500 m 
of a central point were conducted concurrently, only area 
searches are collated here (to avoid double-counting, as 
the 2 ha surveys were nested within the area surveys). 188 
surveys were conducted in total, comprising 119 20 minute 
2 ha searches, 24 20 minute area searches within 500 m 
of a central point, 30 other surveys (mostly area searches 
of variable time and size) and 15 incidental (mostly single 
species) records.

For comparison to the results of the current survey, two 
other data sources are available. The Desert Discovery 2000 

Recently burnt mulga shrubland along Parallel Rd No. 2, in which 
a Scarlet-chested Parrot was recorded during the Desert Discovery 

2010 project.
Photo:Tanya Llorens
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project (Cooper Hills; Harris (2000)) was based nearby, close 
to Ryans Bluff. Although there were differences in the sites 
visited and the 2000 project was conducted in winter, this 
dataset provides a useful comparison in that the survey 
period was a similar length and many of the same sites were 
sampled (although fewer total surveys were conducted 
in 2000). Bird species recorded in the two 1 degree blocks 
including nearly all of the survey area (126-1270E, 27-280S; 
126-1270E, 26-270S) were extracted from the Birds Australia 
database (Birds Australia 2005-7). This dataset includes much 
of the data from Desert Discovery 2000 and other surveys 
conducted over a much longer period (2000-recent) than 
the current study, so consequently is likely to be relatively 
comprehensive.

Results and discussion

A total of 69 bird species were recorded during Desert 
Discovery 2010. This compares with 104 species from the 
surrounding two 1 degree blocks over the ongoing Atlas of 
Australian Birds (Birds Australia 2005-7) and 74 by Desert 
Discovery 2000 (Table 1). Two species, Banded Lapwing 
and Western Gerygone, were not recorded in the previous 
surveys. No threatened species as listed by Garnett and 
Crowley (2000) were recorded, although none were likely 
based on current knowledge of their ranges — with the 
possible and unlikely exceptions of the Night Parrot and 
Malleefowl.

Significant sightings included:

•	 Scarlet-chested Parrot (rarely recorded)
•	 Rufous-crowned Emu-wren (a predominately spinifex-

inhabiting species that is possibly declining)
•	 Australian Bustard (Near Threatened; Garnett and 

Crowley 2000) 
•	 Banded Lapwing (no previous Atlas records from the 

area)
•	 Western Gerygone (no previous Atlas records from the 

area).

The most significant absence from the survey was Striated 
Grasswren. During the 2000 project, Striated Grasswrens 
were recorded from four areas, and despite these areas all 
being sampled during this survey, none were recorded. 
The sandplain subspecies of Striated Grasswren (Amytornis 
striatus striatus) is regarded as Near Threatened, having 
declined in both distribution (including having apparently 
disappeared from the area around Wiluna) and abundance 
(Garnett and Crowley 2000). Fires are the major current 
threat, including extensive fires that temporarily remove 
Triodia grassland cover over large areas, and frequent fires 
that eliminate refuges (Garnett and Crowley 2000). Prior to 
the current project, a lightning-ignited fire burnt large areas 
north and north-east of the camp, and extensive recent fire 
scars were also noted during the 2000 project, indicating 

Table 1: Bird species recorded during the Desert Discovery 2010 project at Sykes Bluff, Great Victoria Desert

Common Name     Scientific Name     Atlas1 DD 
20002

DD 
20103 % 4 Status5

Emu Dromaius novaehollandiae X X X 0.6
Pink-eared Duck Malacorhynchus membranaceus  X
Grey Teal Anas gracilis X
Hardhead Aythya australis X
Hoary-headed Grebe Poliocephalus poliocephalus X
Common Bronzewing Phaps chalcoptera X X X 0.6
Crested Pigeon Ocyphaps lophotes X X X 0
Diamond Dove Geopelia cuneata X X
Tawny Frogmouth Podargus strigoides X X X 0
Spotted Nightjar Eurostopodus argus X X X 0.6
Australian Owlet-nightjar Aegotheles cristatus X X 0
White-necked Heron Ardea pacifica X
Straw-necked Ibis Threskiornis spinicollis X
Black-shouldered Kite Elanus axillaris X X
Whistling Kite Haliastur sphenurus X
Brown Goshawk Accipiter fasciatus X X 0
Collared Sparrowhawk Accipiter cirrocephalus X X
Spotted Harrier Circus assimilis X X 0
Wedge-tailed Eagle Aquila audax X X X 1.2
Little Eagle Hieraaetus morphnoides X X X 1.2
Nankeen Kestrel Falco cenchroides X X X 4.6
Brown Falcon Falco berigora X X X 7.5
Australian Hobby Falco longipennis X X X 0
Grey Falcon Falco hypoleucos X NT
Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus X X
Eurasian Coot Fulica atra  X
Australian Bustard Ardeotis australis X X X 1.7 NT
Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus X
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Common Name     Scientific Name     Atlas1 DD 
20002

DD 
20103 % 4 Status5

Black-fronted Dotterel Elseyornis melanops X
Banded Lapwing Vanellus tricolor X 2.3
Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos X
Little Button-quail Turnix velox X X
Australian Pratincole Stiltia isabella X
Major Mitchell's Cockatoo Lophochroa leadbeateri X
Galah Eolophus roseicapillus X X X 5.2
Cockatiel Nymphicus hollandicus X
Australian Ringneck Barnardius zonarius X X X 8.7
Mulga Parrot Psephotus varius X X X 2.3
Budgerigar Melopsittacus undulatus X X
Bourke's Parrot Neopsephotus bourkii X X
Scarlet-chested Parrot Neophema splendida X X X 0.6
Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo Chalcites basalis X X X 2.9
Black-eared Cuckoo Chalcites osculans X X X 1.2
Pallid Cuckoo Cacomantis pallidus X X
Southern Boobook Ninox novaeseelandiae X X X 0.6
Eastern Barn Owl Tyto javanica X X
Red-backed Kingfisher Todiramphus pyrrhopygius X X X 0.6
Splendid Fairy-wren Malurus splendens X X X 12.1
White-winged Fairy-wren Malurus leucopterus X X X 3.5
Variegated Fairy-wren Malurus lamberti X X X 13.3
Rufous-crowned Emu-wren Stipiturus ruficeps X X X 2.3
Striated Grasswren Amytornis striatus striatus X X NT
Redthroat Pyrrholaemus brunneus X X X 3.5
Weebill Smicrornis brevirostris X X X 1.7
Western Gerygone Gerygone fusca X 1.7
Slaty-backed Thornbill Acanthiza robustirostris X X X 4.0
Chestnut-rumped Thornbill Acanthiza uropygialis X X X 12.1
Inland Thornbill Acanthiza apicalis X X X 11.6
Southern Whiteface Aphelocephala leucopsis X X X 0.6
Banded Whiteface Aphelocephala nigricincta X
Red-browed Pardalote Pardalotus rubricatus X X 4.6
Striated Pardalote Pardalotus striatus X X X 2.9
Pied Honeyeater Certhionyx variegatus X X X 5.2
Singing Honeyeater Lichenostomus virescens X X X 48.6
Grey-headed Honeyeater Lichenostomus keartlandi X
Grey-fronted Honeyeater Lichenostomus plumulus X X X 22.5
White-plumed Honeyeater Lichenostomus penicillatus X X 0.6
White-fronted Honeyeater Purnella albifrons X X X 1.7
Yellow-throated Miner Manorina flavigula X X X 14.5
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater Acanthagenys rufogularis X X X 26.0
Grey Honeyeater Conopophila whitei X X
Crimson Chat Epthianura tricolor X X X 2.3
Black Honeyeater Sugomel niger X X 0
White-browed Babbler Pomatostomus superciliosus X X X 10.4
Chestnut Quail-thrush Cinclosoma castanotum X X
Cinnamon Quail-thrush Cinclosoma cinnamomeum X
Chestnut-breasted Quail-thrush Cinclosoma castaneothorax X X X 5.2
Chiming Wedgebill Psophodes occidentalis X
Varied Sittella Daphoenositta chrysoptera X X X 1.7
Ground Cuckoo-shrike Coracina maxima X X 0
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike Coracina novaehollandiae X X X 9.8
White-winged Triller Lalage sueurii X X 2.9
Rufous Whistler Pachycephala rufiventris X X X 35.8

Table 1, ctd
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Common Name     Scientific Name     Atlas1 DD 
20002

DD 
20103 % 4 Status5

Grey Shrike-thrush Colluricincla harmonica X X X 12.1
Crested Bellbird Oreoica gutturalis X X X 15.0
Masked Woodswallow Artamus personatus X X 1.2
White-browed Woodswallow Artamus superciliosus X
Black-faced Woodswallow Artamus cinereus X X X 20.2
Little Woodswallow Artamus minor X X X 12.1
Grey Butcherbird Cracticus torquatus X X 1.7
Pied Butcherbird Cracticus nigrogularis X X X 9.2
Australian Magpie Cracticus tibicen X X X 5.8
Grey Currawong Strepera versicolor X
Grey Fantail Rhipidura albiscapa X X
Willie Wagtail Rhipidura leucophrys X X X 17.3
Little Crow Corvus bennetti X X
Torresian Crow Corvus orru X X X 9.2
Magpie-lark Grallina cyanoleuca X
Jacky Winter Microeca fascinans X X X 0
Red-capped Robin Petroica goodenovii X X X 5.2
Hooded Robin Melanodryas cucullata X X X 13.3
Rufous Songlark Cincloramphus mathewsi X
Brown Songlark Cincloramphus cruralis X
White-backed Swallow Cheramoeca leucosterna X X X 3.5
Fairy Martin Petrochelidon ariel X
Tree Martin Petrochelidon nigricans X
Mistletoebird Dicaeum hirundinaceum X X X 1.2
Zebra Finch Taeniopygia guttata X X X 2.3
Australasian Pipit Anthus novaeseelandiae X X X 8.7
Total 104 74 69

1 Bird species recorded during the ongoing Atlas of Australian Birds (Birds Australia 2005-7) project from the two 10 blocks (126-
70E, 26-270S; 126-70E, 27-280S) encompassing the area in which most Desert Discovery 2010 bird surveys were conducted.

2 Bird species recoded during the Desert Discovery 2000 project (Harris 2000).
3 Bird species recorded in this project.
4 Percentage of non-incidental Atlas surveys in which the species was recorded during Desert Discovery 2010.
5 NT = Near Threatened (Garnett and Crowley 2000).

Table 1, ctd

Spinifex sandplain habitat at Desert Discovery 2010 base camp, in 
which a Rufous-crowned Emu-wren was recorded.

Photo: Carl Gosper

Connie Sue Highway, Great Victoria Desert. The combination of recent 
fire and rain promoted the growth of flowering plants. Small numbers of 
birds such as honeyeaters, finches and whistlers were using the water.

Photo: Cheryl Gole
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significant local impacts of fire over the last two decades. 
Further, substantial changes in fire regime have been 
documented in other parts of the Western Desert region 
since the 1950s, including a decrease in the number of fires 
but an increase in fire size, associated with a reduction in 
traditional burning practices by indigenous communities 
(Burrows et al. 2006). Alternatively, local weather and 
vegetation conditions may have reduced the detectability 
of these notoriously cryptic birds. Further surveys are 
warranted to gauge whether Striated Grasswrens still occur 
in the survey area.

A number of factors are likely to have contributed to fewer 
species being recorded in this survey than the previous 
Desert Discovery project. First, conditions over the survey 
area were poor. Up until the month of survey, Warburton 
(the closest weather station) reported below average 
rainfall in all but one month (July) in 2010 and all but three 
months in 2009. Further, there were no large falls over 
this period (Bureau of Meteorology 2010). Consequently, 
at the time of survey much of the vegetation (particularly 
on sand dunes) was water-stressed and in some areas 
substantial mortality in shrubs had occurred. Flowering in 
bird attracting plants (eg, Eremophila and Grevillea) was low. 
In September, 15-20 mm fell at both the start of the project 
and one week beforehand (Bureau of Meteorology 2010). 
Whilst this initiated germination in annual plants and left 
surface water available in several locations, it was probably 
too close to the time of the survey to have an appreciable 
effect on bird numbers or activity. Sedentary species may 
take several good seasons for numbers to rise significantly 
from low levels. Second, in contrast to the local area, other 
parts of arid Australia had experienced an exceptionally wet 
2010, such as around Alice Springs and the Simpson Desert. 
Many of the nomadic and migratory bird species that so 
characterise desert habitats were presumably in these areas 
rather than in the northern Great Victoria Desert, probably 
explaining the absence of species such as Budgerigars and 
Bourke’s Parrots. Third, during the first week of the project 
most days had persistent, cool, east to south-easterly winds, 
which is also likely to have reduced bird activity and/or 
detectability.

Annotated bird list

Emu:  Recorded in a single Atlas survey and surprisingly 
infrequently incidentally. Tracks and scats were slightly more 
widespread.

Common Bronzewing:  A pair flying into Sydney Yeo Chasm was 
the only documented record.

Crested Pigeon:  Not recorded in any of the systematic Atlas 
surveys, but two were recorded incidentally in the Baker Lake area.

Tawny Frogmouth:  One incidental record of a single bird flushed 
by a hiker west of camp. Like most nocturnal species, occurrence is 
likely to have been under sampled.

Spotted Nightjar:  Although recorded in only a single systematic 
Atlas survey, along Parallel Rd Number 2, Spotted Nightjars were 
reasonably widespread in areas with rocky ground. Birds were also 
heard calling at Sydney Yeo Chasm, and one was flushed from one 
of the rocky outcrops to the north of the trail to Sykes Bluff.

Australian Owlet-nightjar:  One incidental record from near 
the Connie Sue Highway 30 km north of camp. Likely to be more 
widespread, but lack of calling at night limited detectability.

Brown Goshawk:  Three incidental records: singles at Cooper 
Creek, Sydney Yeo Chasm and Parallel Rd Number 2.

Spotted Harrier:  One incidental record of a single bird in flight 
over the trail leading out to Point Wood.

Wedge-tailed Eagle:  Single birds recorded in two Atlas surveys, at 
Cooper Creek and the Sykes Bluff trail, and infrequently observed 
elsewhere across the survey area.

Little Eagle:  Recorded in two Atlas surveys, near base camp along 
the Connie Sue and along the Sydney Yeo Chasm track. The bird 
on the Sydney Yeo Chasm track was flushed from a nest on a sand 
dune.

Nankeen Kestrel:  Infrequently recorded in more open habitats, 
such as spinifex plains along the Connie Sue and Sydney Yeo 
Chasm track, grassland around Cooper Bore, and around rocky 
outcrops like Sykes Bluff, Point Wood and Hann’s Tabletop.

Brown Falcon:  Regularly recorded (7.5% of systematic surveys), 
such as near Sykes Bluff, Sydney Yeo Chasm, Baker Lake and along 
the Connie Sue.

Australian Hobby:  One incidental record on the Sydney Yeo 
Chasm track.

Australian Bustard:  Recorded in 1.7% (4) of systematic Atlas 
surveys. Sightings were fewer than during Desert Discovery 2000 
(where there were at least seven sightings). Australian Bustards 
are Near Threatened, with threats including traditional and illegal 
hunting (Garnett and Crowley 2000). There was evidence of 
hunting of Bustards in parts of the survey area.

Banded Lapwing:  Although Banded Lapwings were recorded 
in 2.3% of systematic surveys, this reflects the recounting of the 
same group of birds in multiple surveys. This species had not been 
recorded previously from the survey area in the Atlas of Australian 
Birds (Birds Australia 2005-7).

Galah:  Infrequently recorded in systematic surveys, but often in 
moderate numbers (eg, 40 on Baker Lake track, and up to 15 at 
Cooper Creek).

Australian Ringneck:  Regularly recorded across a range of 
habitats and locations, including Baker Lake track, Connie Sue, 
Cooper Creek, Sydney Yeo Chasm and Sykes Bluff.

Mulga Parrot:  Recorded in four surveys: two at Sykes Bluff, one 
along the Sykes Bluff track and one along the Connie Sue.

Scarlet-chested Parrot:  Scarlet-chested Parrots occur over some 
of the most remote parts of Australia, with a distribution centred 
on the Great Victoria Desert. Consequently they are relatively 
infrequently seen and their ecology is poorly known. One male 
was sighted along the Parallel Rd No. 2, in an area of mulga that 
had been burnt several years previously. Scarlet-chested Parrots 
have been associated with recently-burnt areas outside of their 
core range (Blakers et al. 1984; Garnett and Crowley 2000). Scarlet-
chested Parrots were also recorded during Desert Discovery 2000.

Horsfield’s Bronze-cuckoo:  Infrequently recorded, with records 
along the Connie Sue Highway, Point Wood and several along the 
Sydney Yeo track. The low numbers of cuckoos may reflect the low 
numbers of birds whose nests they parasitise.

Black-eared Cuckoo:  Two records: one along the Connie Sue and 
the other at Waterfall Gorge.

Southern Boobook:  Recorded in a single Atlas survey.

Red-backed Kingfisher:  Recorded at two locations, with single 
birds at Sydney Yeo Chasm and along the Connie Sue north of base 
camp. The latter bird was in recently-burnt Marble Gum woodland.

Splendid Fairy-wren:  Regularly recorded (12.1% of surveys) across 
the survey area. Mostly in mulga.

Variegated Fairy-wren:  Recorded in marginally more surveys 
than Splendid Fairy-wrens (13.3%), and often in similar mulga 
habitat. Noted breeding (nest with eggs) at one site along the 
Connie Sue north of base camp. Either or both of these fairy-wrens, 
and Chestnut-rumped Thornbill, formed the base of most mixed-
species foraging flocks in mulga.
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White-winged Fairy-wren:  Less frequently recorded than the 
preceding two species (3.5%), and usually in different habitat 
(spinifex plains or sand dune shrubland).

Rufous-crowned Emu-wren:  Rufous-crowned Emu-wrens were 
recorded rarely (2.3% - 4 surveys, of which three were repeat 
surveys of the same location). One male was in mature spinifex 
immediately north of camp, close to where a recent fire had burnt 
across the sandplain. They were also noted as being numerous, 
with juveniles, at a location along the Connie Sue north of base 
camp. This was a much lower number of records than during 
Desert Discovery 2000, when the species was regarded as 
‘moderately common’ and recorded on 10+ occasions (Harris 2000). 
Further, records in the current survey were from a more restricted 
geographic area, with none recorded on the Sydney Yeo Chasm 
track. While the reasons for this apparent decline in abundance 
are unknown, there are several possibilities. The poor seasonal 
conditions may have contributed, with populations at low ebb, 
and both this and persistent cool easterly winds over the first week 
reduced detectability. Alternatively (or additionally), other emu-
wrens are threatened by extensive fire (Garnett and Crowley 2000); 
this process may also be impacting Rufous-crowned Emu-wrens 
across the survey area, as large areas of suitable habitat had been 
burnt in the months preceding the survey.

Redthroat:  Infrequently recorded, mainly in mulga with spinifex, 
but widely distributed. The birds at the Chasm were breeding.

Weebill:  Rarely recorded, with two records from the Connie Sue 
south of base camp and one at Sydney Yeo Chasm.

Western Gerygone:  Recorded from three locations along the 
Sydney Yeo Chasm track. This species had not previously been 
recorded from the area during the ongoing Atlas of Australian 
Birds.

Slaty-backed Thornbill:  Infrequently recorded, mostly from the 
denser areas of mulga in and around rocky breakaways (water-
gaining refuges during dry periods?), such as Ryans Bluff, Sydney 
Yeo Chasm and Sykes Bluff.

Chestnut-rumped Thornbill:  Along with Variegated and Splendid 
Fairy-wrens, these were the most abundant and frequently 
recorded small birds (12.1%), and were a characteristic bird of 
mulga surveys.

Inland Thornbill:  Approximately as frequently recorded as the 
previous species (11.6%) and in similar locations.

Southern Whiteface:  Only recorded once, with a pair in 
overgrazed mulga shrubland adjacent to waterholes along Cooper 
Creek. This contrasts with Desert Discovery 2000, where it was 
‘frequently seen’ near base camp.

Red-browed Pardalote:  Near to the southern limit of its range, the 
Red-browed Pardalotes was infrequently recorded, mostly around 
breakaways such as Sydney Yeo Chasm and Sykes Bluff. A pair was 
observed prospecting for a nest burrow site at the bottom of the 
Chasm.

Striated Pardalote:  Less frequently recorded than the preceding 
species, and associated more with Eucalypt woodland.

Pied Honeyeater:  Infrequently recorded at widely scattered 
locations: Parallel Rd No. 2, Connie Sue north of camp, Point Wood, 
Sydney Yeo Chasm track and Sykes Bluff.

Singing Honeyeater:  By far the most frequently recorded species, 
occurring in nearly 50% of all systematic surveys. Widespread in 
most habitats with trees and shrubs. At Sydney Yeo Chasm, birds 
were recorded breeding and foraging on the nectar of mistletoe 
growing on mulga.

Grey-fronted Honeyeater:  The fourth most frequently 
encountered species (22.5%), and especially common in mixed 
mulga and mallee over spinifex around base camp. On the Sykes 
Bluff track birds were observed feeding on mulga exudates.

White-plumed Honeyeater:  Recorded once in eucalypts on the 
Baker Lake track, at the southern edge of its range in this part of 
Western Australia.

White-fronted Honeyeater:  Rarely recorded, at Point Wood and 
Sydney Yeo Chasm. This contrasts with Desert Discovery 2000, 
where it was ‘very common’, and possibly reflects the seasonal 
conditions and paucity of flowering shrubs this year.

Yellow-throated Miner:  Frequently recorded and common within 
their preferred habitat of eucalypt woodlands, but rarer elsewhere. 
Breeding reported from Sydney Yeo Chasm.

Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater:  The third most frequently recorded 
species, being widespread across the survey area.

Crimson Chat:  Recorded in four surveys, along the Baker Lake 
track, the Connie Sue north of camp and in heavily grazed mulga 
and chenopods along Cooper Creek.

Black Honeyeater:  One incidental record of a single bird along the 
Connie Sue north of camp.

White-browed Babbler:  Regularly recorded, mostly in mulga 
shrublands.

Chestnut-breasted Quail-thrush:  Although infrequently 
recorded, the nine records are probably higher than expected 
for this usually cryptic species. Due to conspicuous calling, birds 
were detected at a number of rocky bluffs and breakaways: Sykes 
Bluff, Ryans Bluff and Sydney Yeo Chasm. At least three birds were 
present around the edge of the Chasm.

Varied Sittella:  Recorded in two locations, with parties of five at 
both Point Wood and Sydney Yeo Chasm.

Ground Cuckoo-shrike:  One incidental record of a single bird in 
eucalypt woodland on the Connie Sue south of camp.

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike:  Regularly recorded in small numbers.

White-Winged Triller:  Recorded infrequently along the Connie 
Sue and at Cooper Creek.

Rufous Whistler:  The second most frequently recorded species.

Grey Shrike-thrush:  After not being recorded for a number of 
days at the start of the camp, Grey Shrike-thrush were recorded 
regularly in the latter period of the camp.

Crested Bellbird:  Widespread (15%) but in low density, Crested 
Bellbirds were one of the most frequently recorded species due to 
their far-carrying call.

Masked Woodswallow:  Recorded in two surveys, on the Parallel 
Rd No. 2 and at Sydney Yeo Chasm. Approximately 100 birds were 
recorded in one survey at the Chasm, while the birds on the Parallel 
Rd appeared to be moving from one area to another, as they were 
flying very high and heading south.

Black-faced Woodswallow:  As the fifth most frequently recorded 
species (20.2%), parties of Black-faced Woodswallows were often 
encountered in mulga and spinifex habitat throughout the survey 
area.

Little Woodswallow:  Little Woodswallows were regularly 
recorded, although as their preferred habitat (rocky outcrops and 
canyons) coincided with the most scenic locations to visit, their 
apparent occurrence is likely to be inflated. Recorded at Sykes Bluff, 
Ryans Bluff, Point Wood, Hann’s Tabletop and Sydney Yeo Chasm 
(breeding). Two recently dead birds were found on the floor of the 
Chasm.

Grey Butcherbird:  Heard calling at camp and along Parallel Rd No. 
2.

Pied Butcherbird:  Regularly recorded.

Australian Magpie:  Regularly recorded, with most on the Baker 
Lake track, near Cooper Creek and at Sydney Yeo Chasm.

Willie Wagtail:  Commonly encountered throughout the survey 
area.
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Quality of digital photographs
IMPORTANT PLEASE READ!

When submitting photos for use in WABN, please send a high quality image, eg 300 dpi, 
with a file size of at least 500 kb.

It is suggested  that  the settings on your digital camera be changed to the maximum 
resolution (setting).

Another area that could cause a problem is that some e-mail programs automatically 
reduce the file size so these settings could be adjusted to maintain the original file size.

When e-mailing images please attach them to an e-mail and not in a Word document or in 
the e-mail itself.

Torresian Crow:  Regularly recorded, although corvids were 
less common than expected. Unlike 2000, no Little Crows were 
encountered.

Jacky Winter:  One incidental sighting on the Connie Sue north of 
camp.

Red-capped Robin:  Infrequently recorded at Cooper Creek, Baker 
Lake track, Point Wood, the Connie Sue near camp, Sykes Bluff track 
and Sydney Yeo Chasm, mostly in mulga.

Hooded Robin:  Regularly sighted throughout the survey area. 
Breeding recorded on the Connie Sue south of camp and a juvenile 
on the Sykes Bluff track.

White-backed Swallow:  Recorded in six surveys: along the Connie 
Sue, the Sykes Bluff track and Sydney Yeo Chasm.

Mistletoebird:  Only recorded in two surveys (probably reflecting 
the lack of flowering and fruiting mistletoe), once in Sydney Yeo 
Chasm (where there was abundant flowering mistletoe) and 
in eucalypt woodland on the Connie Sue south of camp. Was 
common in 2000.

Zebra Finch:  Infrequently recorded, although one of these records 
was of breeding birds at Hann’s Tabletop. Was very common in 
2000.

Australasian Pipit:  Regularly recorded, especially in the short 
grassland near Cooper Bore.
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Letters to the Editors

Dear Editors

Road sign

Saw this sign in South Yunderup recently and thought it may 
be fun to put it in WABN? This is 100% how it was, standing 
by the side of the road (ie, no ‘photoshopping’).

(It’d make a fabulous caption competition, I reckon… “I knew 
climate change was serious, but this is really something…” 
etc.)

Hope it gives you a smile.

Wes Bancroft

Dear Editors

Craig Boulter contributed a delightful letter to WABN 137, 
recalling holidays near Margaret River in the early 1950s.  
He describes encountering a group of small parrots amongst 
the sand dunes at Hamelin Bay which his parents took to be 
Ground Parrots. I am pleased to report that such encounters are 
still to be had despite the ravages being made by the progeny 
of the 18 cats which joined them on their holidays.  Last 
year my wife and I had excellent views of a group of small 
parrots feeding on seeds of succulents in a swale behind the 
foredunes between Cosy Corner and Deep Dene, not far south 
from Hamelin Bay. However, these were Rock Parrots. There 
is excellent Rock Parrot habitat but no typical Ground Parrot 
coastal heath habitat in the vicinity of Hamelin Bay and I 
suggest that we must treat Craig’s youthful observation as an 
unlikely identification with respect to our understanding of the 
historical range of the Western Ground Parrot.

Boyd Wykes

Carnamah, Inering Hills
3.5 hours drive north of Perth

Purpose built modern one bedroom self contained 
studio/cottage on working farm with fine views 
over the granite rocks. Wheatbelt and transitional 
woodland birds. Linen  supplied. Guided visit to key 
sites included.
2 nights, 2 people $275.00.
For more details + photos:

Pauline.Wittwer@bigpond.com 
or 0428674 074. Farm: 99511 225.

Your well behaved dog is welcome.

Spotted Pardalote, Bull Creek (see Excursions, page 31).
Photo: Kallam McDougall

Crested Terns, City Beach, August 2011. 
This was a good photo opportunity as I was experimenting with my 

new digital SLR camera and telephoto lens.
Photo: Margaret Phillippson
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Observations

This list has been compiled by the 
WA Rarities Committee. Metropolitan 
suburbs or shires are in parentheses. 
Please report interesting observations to 
Alan Collins (9291 4219 or, preferably, 
sightings@birdswa.com.au) or to the 
BAWA office (9383 7749). Sightings are 
included on the BAWA web site (http://
birdswa.org.au/sightings.htm) as soon 
as possible and the most interesting 
are selected for inclusion in the next 
WABN.

Highlights

A belated report was received of a snipe 
in Kardinya and subsequent analysis 
of the photographs confirmed this as 
a Pin-tailed Snipe, the first record of 
this species in the metropolitan area for 
over 25 years. Black-tailed Godwits are 
normally a scarce summer visitor to the 
south-west of WA, so the group of up to 
six that stayed at Lake Joondalup into 
the winter was extremely unusual and 
gave people the rare opportunity to see 
these birds in their beautiful breeding 
plumage. Two reports of Yellow-
plumed Honeyeater on the Swan 
coastal plain indicated that a movement 
of this predominantly Wandoo species 
occurred during the period.

A pair of Sooty Oystercatchers was 
seen on Rottnest Island and although 
they are rarely seen on the island, this 
fits the pattern of the species visiting 
Rottnest in the autumn/winter period.

The Yellow White-eye is normally 
considered a mangrove species but birds 
occasionally wander inland on larger 
rivers. A particularly intriguing sighting 
of this species was reported from Mount 
Dove, more than 70 km from the coast 
and at least 15 km from the nearest river.

A trio of Brown Quail seen at Brick 
House Station adds to the evidence that 
this species has been increasing in range 
and abundance in both the Pilbara and 
Gascoyne regions in recent years.

An Oriental Honey Buzzard was 
reported on Christmas Island and, 
assuming it is the same individual first 
reported in March this year, then it has 
taken up residence. Also on Christmas 
Island, the White-breasted Waterhen 
seems to have undergone a dramatic 
decline over the last 12 months, so if any 

members have visited the island in the 
last four years and have records of this 
species, it would be appreciated if they 
could be sent to the Sightings Officer, 
so that the decline of the species can be 
monitored and properly documented.

METROPOLITAN (UBD Street 
Directory)

Red-tailed Tropicbird – 1, 05/05/11, 
Penguin Island (Shoalwater) – FW 
(rare in the metropolitan area)

Spotted Harrier – 1, 20/06/11, 
Lake Goollelal (Kingsley) – CN 
(uncommon on the coastal plain)

Sooty Oystercatcher – 2, 29-31/05/11, 
Bickley Swamp (Rottnest Island) – 
YO (very rare visitor to the island)

Pin-tailed Snipe – 1, 15-18/03/11, 
Frederick Baldwin Park (Kardinya) 
– GL (extremely rare vagrant to the 
metropolitan area)

Black-tailed Godwit – 6, 14-27/06/11, 
Lake Joondalup (Joondalup) – WM 
(very rarely recorded in winter)

Yellow-plumed Honeyeater – 1, 
30/04/11, Boulonnais Drive 
(Brigadoon) – T&MC (very rare in 
the metropolitan area)

SOUTH WEST (Shark Bay to Cape 
Arid)

Malleefowl – 1, 26/04/11, Gunapin 
Ridge Road (Beverley) – NE (rarely 
reported this close to Perth)

Yellow-plumed Honeyeater – 1, 
04/06/11, Lake McLarty (Murray) – 
MN (very rare on the coastal plain, 
1st record for the reserve)

Ground Cuckoo-Shrike – 2, 14/07/11, 
Oldfield River, NW of Munglinup 
(Esperance) – BN & RP (well south 
of normal range)

Siberian Thrush – 1, 26/04/11, found 
dead aboard a tug in Esperance 
Harbour (Esperance) – per MC 
(probable escape; see article and 
photo, page 19)

ARID ZONE

Brown Quail – 3, 04/05/11, Coomeroo 
Pool, Brick House Station 
(Carnarvon) – LG (outside of 
normal range)

Flock Bronzewing – 4, 24/05/11, NW 
corner of Millstream-Chichester 
NP (Roebourne) – MW (rare in the 
Pilbara, especially inland)

White-browed Woodswallow – 3, 
13/05/11, Warne River, 50 km east 
of Payne’s Find (Sandstone) – SA 
(scarce visitor to the Midwest)

Yellow White-eye – 15+, 25/05/11, 
Mount Dove, in groves of Grevillea 
(Port Hedland) – BP & RK 
(extremely rare so far inland)

KIMBERLEY

Flock Bronzewing – 500+, 11/07/11, 
Roebuck Plains Station (Broome) – 
SA & XD (high count)

CHRISTMAS ISLAND

Chinese Pond Heron – 1, 01-02/06/11, 
Entrance to ‘old’ Christmas 
Island Resort – MR (3rd record for 
Christmas Island if accepted by 
BARC; photographs)

Oriental Honey-Buzzard – 1, 19/07/11, 
Margaret Knoll – per RB (3rd 
record for Christmas Island, 5th for 
Australia if accepted by BARC; 
photograph)

Whiskered Tern – 3, 01/06/11, Flying 
Fish Cove – MR (rarely reported 
from Christmas Island)

OBSERVERS

BN = Belinda Newman
BP = Blair Parsons
CN = Clive Nealon
FW = Frank Whitney
GL = George Lewis
LG = Les George
MC = Mike Carter
MN = Mark Newman
MR = Matthew Rodgers
MW = Michael Wood
NE = Nye Evans
RB = Richard Baxter
RK = Richard King
RP = Ryan Phillips
SA = Sue Abbotts
T&MC = Ted & Maureen Cawley
WM = Wayne Merritt
XD = Xenia Dennett
YO = Yvonne Oehlers

BARC = Birds Australia Rarities 
Committee
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Birds Australia WA reports

CHAIR’S REPORT

We are entering a new and, in my view, very exciting era 
with bird conservation in Australia and especially in Western 
Australia. In June I attended the Birds Australia meeting 
of Regional and Special Interest Groups, Observatories 
and, added to this time, representatives from the Bird 
Observation and Conservation Australia (BOCA) branches. 
This was a constructive day, chaired by Gerard Early, the 
Chair of the BirdLife Australia Board, where the many issues 
facing the merging of the two organisations were discussed. 
The importance of branding the new organisation was 
stressed and it is preferred that we do not abbreviate this 
name but can add our Group name to the end — that is 
BirdLife Australia Western Australia or BirdLife Western 
Australia, it is up to us.

Graeme Hamilton, who now wears three hats, the CEO of 
BirdLife Australia, BA and BOCA, acknowledged that there 
had not been enough support in the past from the national 
office but that this issue is being addressed in the new 
organisation. The various structural options were discussed 
with the conclusion that not one size may fit all. For 
example, some of the existing BOCA branches have cross-
state border members, so the model we have in Western 
Australia will be different from theirs.

Financial management was discussed with general 
agreement on the need for guidelines and standardised 
accounting methods. Whilst smaller branches may prefer 
the option of the national office managing all their finances 
it was acknowledged that this was not an option for larger 
organisations such as BAWA. Where funds are managed 
by a group there is then the responsibility for the group to 
make a long-term commitment to managing those funds, to 
adhere to financial reporting and an annual audit.

The BirdLife Australia constitution (www.birdsaustralia.com.
au/images/stories/homepage_news/BirdLife_Australia_
March2011) states that each Regional Group, Branch or 
Special Interest Group shall be required to accept the Rules 
and Regulation as established by the Board. These will set 
out the terms and conditions of governance with respect 
to that Regional Group, Branch or Special Interest Group. 
These new conditions of governance may not provide for 
the existence of another incorporated group such as Birds 
Australia Western Australia Inc. However the good news 
is that the reasons for establishing this separate entity in 
Western Australia, no longer exist. Incorporation within the 
state is no longer necessary in applying for and receiving 
grants that are to be used specifically in the state, for 
example Lotteries West. Federal and state government 
funding such as Caring for our Country is based on the state 
and not where the incorporated applicant is located. The 
other reason for establishing BAWA Inc was a concern on 
the security of funds raised by and donated to the BAWA 
Group and intended to both ensure the security of the 

organisation here and the facility to continue the Group’s 
conservation actions in the state. These concerns have been 
acknowledged and recognised by the national office with 
the assurance that this contribution to self funding is a 
desirable model for other groups and branches. This is good 
news for us in that it simplifies the administrative structure 
in BAWA. To be part of BirdLife Australia we are required to 
adhere to the terms of governance as we currently are as 
part of BA.

The other significant change for BAWA is that we are to have 
a Project Manager based at Peregrine House, part time to 
begin with, but as more projects come on line, then full time. 
This position is badly needed as we are currently employing 
four project officers working on Western Australian projects. 
A new project, the Great Western Woodland Project, is 
getting off the ground and we will be closely involved with 
this also. BAWA will be funding this position in part with 
the expectation that the position will become self funded 
within the next three to four years. Currently project officers 
based here have been working through the national office 
with assistance from the BAWA office. This management 
at a distance has not always been the ideal model for the 
projects.

The advocacy role of the national office has been active on 
our behalf. Two recent examples are that after discussion 
with BAWA, BA commented officially on the Point Grey 
development and to the Department of Environment and 
Conservation on the decline of Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos 
and the loss of their habitat. 

Two post graduate scholarships of $500 to attend and 
present a paper at the forthcoming AOC in Cairns have 
been awarded to Tracey Moore and Tegan Douglas. 
Congratulations to both these hard working students. The 
Executive Committee has moved that we continue giving 
this financial assistance to Western Australian students.

I have become increasingly aware of how busy and 
constructive this organisation is, with so much happening, 
so many people giving freely of their time and energy and 
such great people to work with. 

Suzanne Mather

Awards

Geoff Lodge, a Birds Australia member currently resident 
in Albany, has, with the Queen’s Birthday Honours, been 
awarded an Order of Australia Medal for services to 
ornithology.

Geoff’s interest in birds goes back to childhood when he was 
introduced to birding by Major Whittell and subsequently 
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BAWA  PROJECTS

Chair’s report, ctd

Dom Serventy. He has made an invaluable contribution, 
over 40 years, to the work of the Western Australian Museum 
through field work in remote areas, including deserts, the 
Kimberley, and seabird islands off the Kimberley coast and 
has regularly surveyed transects associated with the Ord 
River system. Through his oological collection he made a 
major contribution to the ’Handbook of Western Australian 

Birds’. He has published a number of papers on this work in 
various journals.

Birds Australia Western Australia would like to congratulate 
Geoff on this justly deserved recognition of his work that has 
helped our understanding of birds in Western Australia.

BIRDS AUSTRALIA AGM AND CONSERVATION 
FORUM, MAY 2011, THE UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN 
AUSTRALIA, PERTH

The theme of the 2011 Conservation Forum held in Western 
Australia was ‘Important Bird Areas and the conservation of 
birds in South West Australia’. IBAs are sites of global bird 
conservation importance. The Conservation Forum is a one 
day convention, providing an opportunity for researchers and 
amateur birdwatchers to find out about Birds Australia, its 
projects and conservation activities.

On Saturday 21 May 2011, 170 members of Birds Australia 
and members of the public from all over Australia including 
the Chair of BAWA, Suzanne Mather, retiring and current 
Presidents of Birds Australia (BA), Alison Russell-French 
and Barry Baker, and the BA Chief Executive, Graeme 
Hamilton gathered in the Social Sciences Lecture Theatre at 
The University of Western Australia. The Forum followed an 
exciting Annual General Meeting when the historic vote on 
the merger of BA with BOCA was approved by BA members 
and on the same day by BOCA members.

The Opening Address was given by Professor Lyn Beazley, 
Chief Scientist of WA, followed by the presentation of the 
Serventy Medal to Professor David Lindenmayer, Professor 
of Ecology and Conservation Science at the Australian 
National University. He specialises in large scale long term 
research into a number of areas and ecosystems in south-
eastern Australia. Recent work had demonstrated that 
restoration efforts can and do make a difference for a number 
of woodland bird species.

Professor Stephen Garnett from Charles Darwin University 
then outlined the establishment and purpose of Important 
Bird Areas in Australia. He indicated that we now have an 
idea of where the most important sites for birds in Australia 
are. Dr Manda Page, South West Ecologist for the Australian 
Wildlife Conservancy, talked about the Conservancy’s 
mission to conserve all of Australia’s wildlife species and their 
habitats. Positive conservation programs were helping many 
species, including birds.

Angela Sanders spoke on the work of Bush Heritage Australia, 
owners of 33 reserves across Australia, including the Charles 
Darwin Reserve. This reserve was designated an IBA because 
it has a population of the threatened Malleefowl. Management 
for this species included fox control and fire management, 
also enhancing the habitat for Regent Parrot, Major Mitchell’s 
Cockatoo and Rufous Treecreeper.

Raana Scott, the Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo Recovery Project 
Manager, said that these cockatoos occurred in 23 IBAs and 
over the last ten years BA’s Recovery Project had worked to 
identify and monitor nesting and foraging sites and to carry 
out recovery actions. Dr Blair Parsons of Outback Ecology 
indicated that six IBAs had been nominated in Western 
Australia on the basis of their Malleefowl populations. Robyn 
Pickering spoke on the Australasian Bittern project which 
she has coordinated in WA since 2007. These are endangered 
waterbirds with fewer than 160 birds thought to remain in the 
state.

BAWA Executive Committee Member, Kimberly Onton, 
indicated that shorebirds had triggered the nomination of 
almost half the IBAs in WA. Research and monitoring 
included BA’s Shorebirds 2020 Project.

Dr Nic Dunlop, Environmental and Science and Policy 
Coordinator, Conservation Council of WA, discussed 
the implications for IBAs of the dramatic changes in the 
abundance in at least eight species of tropical seabirds in 
south-west Australia in response to changing ocean climate.

Sarah Comer, Regional Ecologist for DEC, set out details 
of the eight IBAs in the South Coast Region. Bushfires, 
feral predators and plant disease are key focus areas in the 
management of public land for the conservation of birds.

Cheryl Gole, IBA Project Manager for BA, closed the 
Forum. Of Australia’s 314 IBAs, 74 are in WA. She stated 
that the Conservation Forum provided information about 
the IBA Project and drew attention to the wide range of 
organisations involved in the conservation and management 
of IBAs. She also talked about the importance of engaging the 
community in threatened species recovery and monitoring. 
This included the purchase and management of land for 
threatened IBA species, the coordination of volunteers for 
monitoring and working closely with landowners to protect 
vulnerable bird species on farmland.

The day ended with a dinner at Hackett Hall at which the 
Editor of Wingspan, Sean Dooley, entertained all with a 
passionate account of his birding experiences. Sean broke the 
Australian Bird Watching record in 2002 by seeing the most 
bird species in one year.

Finally, appreciation should be recorded for the work of 
the BAWA volunteers who helped to make the day such an 
enjoyable and rewarding experience for those attending.

Graham Wooller 
Vice Chair, BAWA
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SHOREBIRDS

A new study using Queensland Wader Study Group (QWSG) 
data reports worrying declines in Moreton Bay shorebirds, 
and highlights the value of regular monthly counting.

I, like many in Australia, have marvelled at the clouds of 
migratory shorebirds that visit our shores each year. Many of 
us are further amazed by the incredible physical endurance 
and navigational skills that must be required for these birds to 
travel thousands of kilometres each year. Increasingly though, 
shorebird counters are seeing fewer shorebirds now than 
just a few years ago. For example, it was recently reported 
that the Curlew Sandpiper has decreased by 80% throughout 
southern Australia over the past 25 years. On top of this, there 
are increasing reports of habitat destruction in the staging 
sites used by migratory species in SE Asia. It is therefore not 
surprising that many of us are concerned about the plight of 
migratory shorebirds. The remarkable long-term shorebird 
population monitoring counts that have been conducted 
throughout Australia offer a unique opportunity to try and 
analyse and document the declines in shorebird populations. A 
new scientific paper due to appear in the journal Conservation 
Biology, ‘Analyzing variability and the rate of decline of 
migratory shorebirds in Moreton Bay, Australia’ gives us 
some insights into how our existing long-term data can be 
put to work using new sophisticated modelling techniques to 
detect changes before they become catastrophic.

The paper, by researchers Howard Wilson, Bruce Kendall, 
Richard Fuller, David Milton and Hugh Possingham, 
highlighted the usefulness of doing monthly counts, as 
well as the differences between using simple versus more 
rigorous analyses techniques. Specifically, the study looked 
at 15 years of shorebird population monitoring data collected 
by QWSG volunteers at shorebird roosts throughout 
Moreton Bay. Monthly surveys on this scale represent a 
huge logistical effort, and substantial input of time by many 
QWSG volunteers. This new paper highlights how that extra 
effort allows trends to be identified for more species than 
would have been uncovered if counts were done just once 
in summer and once in winter. The sophisticated modelling 
techniques employed in this study would probably not have 
been possible to run on most computers 10 to 20 years ago, 
but the techniques are particularly suited to data with large 
amounts and different types of variability. They are well-
suited to estimating how much our shorebird populations 
have changed, and how confident we can be that these 
changes are real. The paper uncovered strong evidence of 
long-term declines in Moreton Bay populations of White-
winged Black Tern, Red Knot, Bar-tailed Godwit, Ruddy 
Turnstone, Common Greenshank, Great Knot and Whimbrel, 
with evidence of an increase in Red-necked Stint numbers 
(probably owing to the Port of Brisbane reclamation). There 
was some evidence of decline in another four species, and 
some evidence of increases in another three. Interestingly, this 
paper showed that if counts had only been done twice a year 
in Moreton Bay, declines would have only been detected in 
four species; the Bar-tailed Godwit, Common Greenshank, 
Whimbrel and Eastern Curlew. These results highlight the 
question: how much evidence do we need to decide when 
species are in decline?

In order to understand how to interpret the results, it is 
worth first reviewing what might affect the numbers of 
birds counted. In the simplest case we might expect bird 
abundances to stay level, which would mean the abundance 
counts shouldn’t change. Now anyone who has ever counted 
shorebirds knows that if you do multiple counts, even when 
they are at a similar time of year, they will not be the same. 
At a local level falcons can zip by leaving no shorebirds at the 
roost you usually count at, or poor weather can make it hard 
to count accurately, or push the birds around the corner you 
can’t see. Furthermore, across large areas, such as the whole 
of Moreton Bay, there are considerable logistical difficulties 
in counting all the birds in one area at one time. This results 
in counts that, if plotted over time would not be identical even 
if the actual bird population was not changing. Additionally, 
at a broader scale, one season the birds spend in the Arctic 
might be particularly good with a long warm summer, with 
plenty of food and few predators around resulting in more 
young coming to Australia, while the following year might 
be a bad one. These natural fluctuations in numbers occur 
in every wild animal population, but they occur to different 
degrees in different species. All these sources of variation 
obscure underlying patterns in the bird abundances, whether 
that pattern is the population staying constant over time, or 
increasing or decreasing.

A simple model, such as linear regression, will assume that all 
the variation comes from one source (usually the variation in 
our ability to count the birds accurately). However, the recent 
paper by Howard Wilson and colleagues compared these 
simple methods with recently developed stochastic state-
space models to account for many more sources of variation 
in bird counts, which is a much more realistic approach. 
Simple population analysis techniques were more likely to 
identify population declines when there was in fact no decline 
happening. The more complex stochastic state-space models 
are less powerful at detecting change but give rise to fewer 
‘false alarms’.

It is clearly beneficial to have comprehensive techniques 
which result in less doubt that the identified decline in a 
population is in fact happening, and which can then be used 
as compelling evidence of a problem when talking to decision 
makers. However, is it better to be more certain about the 
declines we do report, or should we identify all species that 
are possibly declining even if this gives rise to some false 
alarms? One solution is to make the scientific reporting 
complete enough to do both, as was done in this paper, so that 
the difference between those we are sure about and those with 
some evidence of decline can be made clear. In the case of 
QWSG, the paper shows clearly how monthly surveys enable 
greater scientific certainty regarding the changes in population 
abundance.

The shorebird monitoring data that has been collected over the 
last 25 years represents one of the best, most systematically 
collected long-term data sets in Australia: a data set which 
represents many thousands of hours of work by volunteers 
throughout the country. It is exciting to know that now a 
team of researchers at the University of Queensland led 
by Richard Fuller, Howard Wilson and Hugh Possingham 
will be extending the work discussed here. Supported by 
QWSG, DERM, the Port of Brisbane, the federal environment 
department, and the Australian Research Council, the team 
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will determine if the results observed in Moreton Bay reflect 
what is happening throughout the East-Asian Australasian 
flyway. This project will be further assisted through the 
valuable input from those who have collected data from 
throughout the country, including representatives from each 
of the following organisations: Australasian Wader Studies 
Group, Bird Observation and Conservation Australia, Birds 
Australia, Birds Australia Western Australia, Birds Tasmania, 
Friends of Shorebirds SE, Friends of Streaky Bay District 
Parks, Hunter Bird Observers Club, New South Wales Wader 
Study Group, Ornithological Society of New Zealand, The 

South Australian Ornithological Association Inc., Victorian 
Wader Study Group, and Wetlands International. More 
importantly, the team will also try to uncover what is driving 
these declines.

For more information or to download a pdf of this paper, visit 
www.fullerlab.org.

Rob Clemens 
School of Biological Sciences, University of Queensland 

(r.clemens@uq.edu.au)

Birds Australia Western Australia

Opportunities to participate in BAWA Projects and Activities
Birds Australia Western Australia (BAWA) is a Regional Group of Birds Australia. We are a very active group and there are very 
many opportunities to participate in activities. These activities range from helping in the Floreat Park office, to participating 
in excursions; from involvement in the community education program to participating in important national and local bird 
conservation and survey projects. There are also opportunities to participate in one or more of the many groups and committees 
that help us do what we do.

If you would like to join in the activities and participate in the activities that make Birds Australia WA what it is, contact any of 
the people listed for any of the activities below. Join us for the birds, the birding and the camaraderie.

Activity or project
What we do

When is it 
operating?

What can participants do? Is training 
provided?

Who to contact if you are interested 
in participating

Atlas of Australian Birds 
and Birdata
The Atlas is the largest 
citizen science project in 
Australia and one of the 
largest in the world. This is 
Australia’s most important 
database for birds. Anyone 
can contribute

Ongoing •	 Undertake surveys of birds in all 
habitat types in all parts of Australia, 
including all parts of WA
•	 Adopt a site and survey it regularly 
(eg, monthly or quarterly)
•	 Do opportunistic surveys anywhere. 
This can be your backyard or your farm; a 
local reserve; some bushland or a wetland 
you visit on a trip. It can be a beach, a 
wetland, bushland, desert, an island or the 
sea
•	 If you are doing surveys of wetlands or 
seabirds, please count the birds
•	 Surveys can be entered on paper 
forms or you can do it online via Birdata

No (but 
individual 
observers are 
willing to take 
people out 
with them)

Cheryl Gole
Tel: 9293 4958
Email: cgole@birdsaustralia.com.au

Australasian Bittern 
project
Conservation project for this 
endangered species which 
inhabits vegetated wetlands 
in the south-west

Surveys in 
spring and 
summer

•	 Join evening listening surveys in Perth 
Metropolitan Region
•	 Participate in survey campouts in 
locations across the south-west (north of 
Bunbury to Esperance)
•	 - adopt a wetland and conduct dawn or 
dusk surveys

Yes Robyn Pickering
Tel: 9312 1671
Email: r.pickering@birdsaustralia.com.
au

Birds Australia WA Office
The	Birds	WA	Office	is	open	
5 days a week from 9:30 am 
to 12:30 pm, and is entirely 
staffed by volunteers. It is 
a busy and lively space 
used by many projects and 
volunteers and is a good 
place to meet other people

Ongoing •	 Answer the phone, greet visitors, 
check the post, do photocopying, open and 
answer or redirect e-mails and other general 
duties

Yes Liz Walker
9444 8920
Email: lizwalk@ozemail.com.au
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Activity or project
What we do

When is it 
operating?

What can participants do? Is training 
provided?

Who to contact if you are interested 
in participating

Birdwatching guides
Provide bird lists and 
information on good birding 
sites in metropolitan and 
rural shires in WA

Ongoing •	 Participating in surveys, such as 
Atlas surveys, wherever possible (the Birds 
Australia databases are an excellent source 
of information for the Birdwatching Guides)

No Pam Agar
Tel: 9457 2292
Email: agar@openaccess.com.au

Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo 
Recovery Project
Conservation project for this 
endangered species which 
breeds in the wheatbelt and 
spends the non-breeding 
months on or near coastal 
areas

Ongoing •	 Participate in nest monitoring in 
breeding areas
•	 Participate in planting projects for 
future food and hollow resources
•	 Assist with hollow repairs at nesting 
sites
•	 Evening roost counts in the Perth 
Metropolitan Area and nearby
•	 Public	relations	(staffing	stalls	at	field	
days or community days)
•	 School education
•	 Administrative tasks (eg, newsletter 
compilation, distribution) 
•	 Data entry
•	 Drafting communication materials

Yes	(field	
work

For monitoring surveys:
Cathie O’Neill
Email: cbcvolunteer@birdsaustralia.
com.au

For other activities:
Raana Scott
Tel: 0427 707 047
Email: r.scott@birdsaustralia.com.au

Broome Bird Observatory
The Observatory is situated 
on the shore of Roebuck 
Bay near the extensive 
Crab	Creek	tidal	mud	flats.	
Broome is one of the premier 
birding sites in Australia. 
More than 300 species of 
birds have been recorded 
at one of the world’s most 
important sites for migratory 
shorebirds

Ongoing •	 Visit the Observatory and participate 
in courses such as ‘Wave the Waders 
Goodbye’
•	 Offer to help with periodic ‘busy bees’ 
at the Observatory
•	 Join the Observatory committee or 
offer to help in other ways

Yes To visit the Observatory or participate in 
other activities, contact the wardens:
Tel: 9193 5600
Email: bbo@birdsaustralia.com.au

Eyre Bird Observatory
The Observatory is located 
within the Nuytsland Nature 
Reserve on the remote 
south coast of WA. Volunteer 
wardens look after the 
Observatory; visiting experts 
and volunteers periodically 
run courses and other 
activities. 

Ongoing •	 Volunteer as wardens for 3 months or 
for	shorter	periods	to	fill	in
•	 Join the committee and help protect 
and manage the site
•	 Visit and participate in bird surveys 
and other activities such as bird banding
•	 Participate in dune restoration 
activities
•	 Licensed tradespeople can help 
maintain the Heritage-listed buildings
•	 Offer to transport goods if you are 
driving from Perth

Yes To visit the Observatory, contact the 
wardens:
Tel: 9039 3450
Email: eyrebirdobs@bigpond.com

To participate in other ways:
Alma De Rebeira
Tel: 08 9298 8999
Email: p.a.dereb@eftel.net

Hooded Plover Project
Conservation project for 
a threatened bird which is 
subject to predation and 
disturbance in breeding 
areas in coastal WA and 
inland salt lakes

Ongoing •	 Report sightings of Hooded Plovers, 
particularly breeding birds
•	 Participate in advertised surveys 
(coastal areas and inland salt lakes)
•	 Data entry and analysis
•	 Membership of regional coastal 
management committees
•	 Participate in colour banding
•	 Adopt a beach or salt lake and survey 
it regularly
•	 Take on research projects
•	 Help write grant applications
•	 Promote project at fairs 
•	 Become a committee member 

No Marcus Singor
Tel: 9362 2742
Email: msingor@primus.com.au

Opportunities to participate, ctd
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Activity or project
What we do

When is it 
operating?

What can participants do? Is training 
provided?

Who to contact if you are interested 
in participating

Important Bird Areas 
project
Australia has 314 Important 
Bird Areas (IBAs); WA has 
74. These are key sites 
for bird conservation for 
threatened and congregatory 
species

Ongoing •	 Adopt an IBA
•	 Help do monitoring surveys at IBAs
•	 Contribute to conservation advocacy 
for IBAs
•	 Help raise awareness of IBAs
•	 Help with publicity
•	 Join the WA Working Group to help 
provide oversight for the state program 
(Expressions of Interest welcome)

No (although 
training is 
provided 
for some 
individual 
monitoring 
projects)

Cheryl Gole
Tel: 9293 4958
Email: cgole@birdsaustralia.com.au

Perth Suburban Birds 
Survey
Provides information on the 
use by birds of suburban 
gardens in the Perth 
Metropolitan Area

Ongoing •	 Do a weekly bird survey in your 
garden or other Perth metropolitan area site 
nominated by you

No Clive Nealon
Tel: 9448 5921
Email: clivenealon@bigpond.com

Rangelands Surveys
Does bird surveys on former 
pastoral leases acquired 
by the Dept of Environment 
and Conservation for 
conservation purposes

For 2-3 
weeks in 
Winter each 
year

•	 Participate in annual surveys. 
Participants need reasonable knowledge 
of dry-country birds and must be willing to 
work in pairs in remote areas

Basic 
GPS skills 
required; 
some training 
provided.
Basic training 
for survey 
techniques

Ed & Alyson Paull
Tel :9299 6283
Email : edward.paull@bigpond.com
Pam & George Agar
Tel: 9457 2292; 
Email: agar@openaccess.com.au
Ruth & John Luyer
Tel: 9348 2098
Email: john@hibeach.net

Rottnest bushbirds survey
Survey of 25 revegetated 
and remnant bush sites 
on Rottnest Island for the 
Rottnest Island Authority

Every two 
years (next 
surveys are 
2011 and 
2013)

•	 Participate in bushbird surveys on the 
Island every second year

Yes Suzanne Mather
Tel: 9389 6416
Email: suzannemather@bigpond.com

Shorebirds 2020
The Shorebirds 2020 
program coordinates 
national shorebird population 
monitoring in Australia. 
This includes reporting on 
the population trends of 
shorebirds in Australia and 
identifying what factors 
are driving those changes 
in order to support the 
conservation and effective 
management of shorebirds 
and their habitats

Ongoing 
(mostly 
summer)

•	 Participate in annual shorebird counts 
in February each year at new or scheduled 
sites across WA (see http://www.shorebirds.
org.au/counting-shorebirds/count-
schedules/ for a list of scheduled sites and 
contact details of site coordinators).
•	 Participate	in	shorebird	identification	
and conservation workshops.
•	 Participate in shorebird survey 
expeditions to remote sites.
•	 Conduct regular shorebird counts of 
your local wetlands

Yes For monitoring in WA:
Kimberly Onton
Tel: 0428 880 580
Email: kimberlyonton@yahoo.com.au

For general information about 
shorebirds and the Shorebirds 2020 
project, visit:
www.shorebirds.org.au
Email: shorebirds@birdsaustralia.com.
au

Western Ground Parrot 
Project
We work with the DEC 
Western Ground Parrot 
recovery project, and 
increase awareness of the 
existence of this bird and its 
very real risk of extinction in 
the short term

Ongoing •	 Participate in planned ‘listening’ 
surveys
•	 Membership of 'Friends' group
•	 Assisting with displays at shows

Yes Contact the Friends of the Western 
Ground Parrot:
www.western-ground-parrot.org.au

Project coordinators and other people may also be contacted through the Birds Australia WA office. The office is staffed Monday-
Friday 9.30am-12.30 pm.

Contact: Birds Australia WA, Peregrine House, 167 Perry Lakes Drive, FLOREAT WA 6014. Tel: 9383 7749; Fax: 9387 8412; 
email: mail@birdswa.com.au, website: birdsaustralia.com.au/wa

Opportunities to participate, ctd
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The naming of birds

Procellariidae

Macronetes giganteus – Southern Giant-Petrel. Greek macros 
is long and netes is swimming.

Giant Fulmar, Mother Carey’s Goose, Sea Goose, Nelly, 
Stinker, Stinkpot, Glutton, Mollymawk, Bone-shaker, Vulture-
of-the-seas (scavengers but take live birds, too).

Macronetes halli – Northern Giant-Petrel. R. Hall (1867 – 
1949) President of RAOU.

Fulmarus glacialoides – Southern Fulmar. Full is Norse 
for foul and mar means a gull in Hebridean Gaelic and then 
Latinised. Not an endearing name to give a bird, that is, foul 
gull. Glacioides means resembling ice. This means it is similar 
to the Northern Fulmar (F. glacialis) rather than it looks like 
ice. Like many petrels these birds squirt waxy, yellowish 
stomach oil (vomitus?) at nest intruders. This oil stinks of fish 
and is extremely difficult to remove. Predatory birds can even 
die from this vomitus.

Other names are Antarctic Fulmar, Slender-billed Fulmar and 
Silver-grey Petrel.

Thallassoica antarctica – Antarctic Petrel. Greek thallaso 
means, sea and oica to dwell.

Daption capense – Cape Petrel. This is where the 
cruciverbalists of taxonomists come into their own. Daption is 
an anagram of pintado, Spanish for mottled or painted. Cape is 
from the Cape of Good Hope. This should really be capensis, 
but someone decided the bird was neuter and not feminine as 
birds often are in their Latin names.
Other names are Cape Pigeon, Cape Fulmar, Pied Petrel, 
Pintado Petrel, Spotted Petrel and Black-and-white Petrel.

Pagodroma nivea – Snow Petrel. Greek pagos means ice and 
dromos is race or running. Latin niveus is snow therefore 
snowy ice runner.
Also called the Snowy Petrel.
Both nominate and confusa (easily confused with the nominate 
subspecies) are found in Australian waters.

Halobaena caerulae – Blue Petrel. Greek halo means sea or 
salt, baino is walk or tread. Latin caerulus means dark blue or 
azure.
Pachyptila vittata – Broad-billed Prion. Pachys is thick and 
ptilo means, feather – thick downy plumage. Latin vittata for 
bound with a fillet or chaplet pertaining to the ‘M’ mark across 
wings and rump. Greek prion means a saw. They have saw-
like lamellae on the inside of the bill.
Other names are Blue Dove Petrel, Broad-billed Dove Petrel, 
Medium-billed Prion, Long-billed Prion, Lesser Broad-billed 
Prion, Whale-bird and Ice-bird.
Pachyptila salvini – Salvin’s Prion. (See above for Salvin). 
Other names are Lesser Broad-billed Prion, Medium-billed 
Prion, Marion Island Prion.
Both nominate and macgillivrayi (W.D. MacGillivray 1967-
1933 an Australian physician and naturalist) are found in 
Australian waters.

Pachyptila desolata – Antarctic Prion. Named from the 
Desolation Islands now called Iles Kerguelen.

Also called Dove-Prion, Dove-Petrel, Bank’s Dove-Prion, 
Bank’s Dove-Petrel, Blue Dove-Petrel, Dove-white, Snowbird, 
Whale-bird.

Pachyptila belcheri – Slender- billed Prion. Sir C.F. Belcher 
(1876-1970) Australian judge in Nyassaland (now Malawi) 
and the West Indies.

Also called Narrow-billed Prion and Thin-billed Prion.

Pachyptila turtur - Fairy Prion. From its likeness to turtle 
doves.

Also called Fairy Dove Petrel, Whale-bird, Blue Petrel, Dove 
Petrel, Gould Petrel, Short-billed Prion.

The sub-species in Australian waters is subantarctica.

Pachyptila crassirostris – Fulmar Prion. Latin crassu means, 
thick and rostrum means bill.

The sub-species here is eatoni, after A.E. Eaton (1845-1929) 
an English naturalist and explorer.
Procellaria aequinoctialis – White-chinned Petrel. Latin 
procella means storm; -arius, pertaining to, hence ‘associated 
with storms’. Latin ae-quin-oc’-ti-al-is, of the equinox(es). 
They breed as far south as the Antarctic ice pack migrating 
north towards the Tropic of Capricorn region. Following the 
sun in this way roughly maintains their exposure to daylight 
relatively constant.

Also called Cape Hen, Shoemaker (the bird is very noisy in 
its burrows – “like a shoemaker, sitting singing in his shop” 
– some people have rather a contorted imagination – and 
Spectacled Petrel.

Procellaria westlandica – Westland Petrel. From Westland 
National Park on the South Island of New Zealand.

Also called the Westland Black Petrel.

Procellaria parkinsoni – Black Petrel. S. Parkinson (1745-
1771) was Sir Joseph Bank’s draughtsman on the Endeavour.

Also called Black Fulmar or Parkinson’s Petrel.

Procellaria cinerea – Grey Petrel. Latin for the ashy grey 
(cinereous) colour of the upper plumage.

Also called Black-tailed Shearwater, Black-tailed Petrel, 
Brown Petrel, Bulky Petrel, Great Grey Petrel, Nighthawk, 
Pediunker (a Tristan da Cunhan name perhaps derived from its 
vocalisations) and Cape Dove.

Bulweria bulweri – Bulwer’s Petrel. The Reverend J. Bulwer 
(1794-1879) was a Norfolk clergyman who collected the type 
specimen on the Desertas Islands of Madeira; surprisingly he 
had little interest in birds.

Bulweria fallax – Jouanin’s Petrel. Latin fallax means 
deceitful. The term fallax is sometimes used when an animal 
or plant has previously been described as another species.

Iuvencus
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SIBERIAN THRUSH IN ESPERANCE: 
FROM RUSSIA WITH LOVE?

I received an e-mail a few weeks ago, alerting me that a 
Siberian Thrush had been found in Esperance on 20 June. This 
species has never previously been reported in Australia but its 
arrival has long been predicted. The Siberian Thrush is a long 
distance migrant which breeds in Eastern Russia and winters 
in Southeast Asia and is regularly reported from 
Bali and Java, not that far away as the thrush 
flies from our shores.

It soon emerged, however, that the bird was 
actually found dead on a tug boat rather than 
having been seen alive on land. Unfortunately 
things got worse as it transpired that Australian 
Quarantine Services had taken custody of the 
body and destroyed it rather than sending it to 
the WA Museum. Reports suggested that the 
bird was freshly dead and photos showed a 
missing tail, possibly caused by being confined 
to a cage. Given the fact that this species is commonly seen 
in the bird markets in Indonesia and Bali, and Asian sailors 
often keep caged birds aboard their vessels, this clearly is not 
a straightforward record for BARC to consider.

Could it be a genuine migrant? Although this is a possibility, 
suspicions remain regarding its origin. Being found on a ship 
in port rather than flying south and the fact that the bird was 
found dead and tail-less does not help its cause. Given its 
status as a first for Australia, this may well be a case of so near 
and yet so far…

Alan Collins

TWO RECENT BIRDING EXPERIENCES

1.   In late May 2011, while walking along part of the ring 
road surrounding Big Swamp, Bunbury I observed a Purple 
Swamphen accompanying and feeding two young, both 
walking fluffy balls. About a metre away an adult Purple 
Swamphen stood on its left leg, with the right leg fully 
extended in front, holding something between the claws (I was 
unable to see what). The bird gymnastically leaned forward to 
peck at that which it held, while allowing a fully-grown, but 
not mature swamphen to peck at the ‘food’ also.

The fluff ball furthest from its parent appeared to observe 
the athletic eating and walked up close to the immature 
swamphen, which promptly took something from the extended 
leg of its ‘partner’ and placed it in the mouth of the chick. This 
action concluded the food supply from the extended leg so 
the chick promptly returned to its ‘family’ and the other two 
walked away.

This was the first time I have seen a Purple Swamphen feed a 
bird of a different ‘group’, a relatively uncommon bird action 
and possibly the more so in an aggressive species. It was also 
noteworthy as the presence of fluffy chicks in May revealed 

that the Purple Swamphens at Big Swamp breed in all months 
of the year — May being the month missed in each of the last 
five years.

2.    In June 2011, I was parked in a clearing among a group of 
(mainly) casuarina trees some 40 km east of Narrogin. In the 
centre of the clearing was a rock outcrop that had a shallow 
pool of water on its surface, some two metres in diameter. A 

female Collared Sparrowhawk (judged from 
size) flew over the clearing and then returned to 
perch in a tree in the open some 20 metres from 
the car, which as others have noted, makes a 
good hide.

After 15 minutes looking about, head swivelling 
remarkably in all directions, the sparrowhawk 
flew to the edge of the rock pool, paused briefly 
and then walked in until the water level was 
half way up its legs. It stood still for about five 
minutes before slowly wading deeper, while 
pecking at the water — presumably at insects. 

Finally the depth was such that the yellow legs were invisible 
and the belly of the bird was submerged in the water. After a 
few more minutes the head was ducked and water ‘thrown’ 
over the back and wings. This process was repeated five times 
with longish intervals between.

On completion of the toilette the bird waded a little further 
and then stretched its head and neck forward, opened its beak, 
raised its head to the sky and — no sound was made. After 
a minute or two this silent ‘call procedure’ was repeated and 
then, after a longer interval, for a third time. The sparrowhawk 
then flew off low between the trees, having been in the water 
for 20 minutes.

I have never observed such behaviour previously. I was 
tempted to conjecture the bird had a belly pain and was 
cooling the afflicted parts in the water (the air temperature was 
16º C), meanwhile making agonised but silent calls. Though 
the behaviour could fit such a scenario I rather doubt it. But 
what was happening?

Bruce Buchanan

AUSTRALIAN MAGPIE: DEFENCE AGAINST ATTACK

Part of one of my morning walk routes is along an east-west 
road lined on both sides with casuarina trees some 30 metres 
apart. A family of Australian Magpies, currently numbering 
eight, use a lamp standard overhung with a casuarina tree as 
their main calling place. The leading male and female (but 
also other aspirants) usually stand on the horizontal bar of the 
roadside lamp standard to announce their territorial occupancy, 
with the remainder of the group joining in from the adjacent 
casuarina.

Other Australian Magpies are usually allowed to pass through 
the territory without challenge or pursuit other than by calls 
from the family group, which are often returned by the 
passers-through.

Dead Siberian Thrush found at 
Esperance.

Photo: Stephen Dutton/DEC
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Consequently it was with surprise that I recently encountered 
(at 6.40 am) a group of 14 Australian Magpies standing close 
together on the ground around a casuarina tree trunk. The tree 
has large outspread branches and the magpies were ‘sheltered’ 
by these. All 14 faced south-east and remained stationary as I 
approached.

I slowed, but none of the birds moved. When within three 
metres of the group a male turned to face me as though to 
challenge, while the rest remained as before and stationary. I 
turned off the pathway to maintain distance and not disturb. 
Having passed the group on the ground I saw two further 
Australian Magpies in the next casuarina. They were close 
together and standing on a branch such that another branch 
was across their breasts, in what seemed like a ‘defensive’ 
posture. They too faced south-east.

While I was considering the whole group, a male Collared 
Sparrowhawk (by size) burst from a casuarina immediately 
opposite the pair in their tree ‘defence post’, flying directly at 
and ‘rearing’ before them, seemingly as though to strike with 
legs/claws, though all was too fast for clarity. After the ‘attack’ 
the Collared Sparrowhawk returned to the tree from whence it 
came. 

As it retired the two Australian Magpies that had been 
‘threatened/assaulted’ immediately flew to join the 14 on the 
ground. After some 20 seconds the Collared Sparrowhawk was 
seen to fly away, westwards, weaving through other trees and 
accompanied by many Red Wattlebird alarm calls, to be lost to 
view.

Almost immediately the Collared Sparrowhawk flew off the 
Australian Magpies under the casuarina flew also. The family 
of eight returned to its territory, the remainder flew away to the 
south-east.

I have not previously witnessed a similar phenomenon.

Bruce Buchanan

EASTERN BARN OWL AT LAKE CLAREMONT

In late June 2011 considerable damage was caused to 
vegetation and infrastructure by a storm that dumped over 
50 mm of rain on Perth — more around Lake Claremont. 
The following weekend I visited the lake to check on an 
early-nesting pair of Black-shouldered Kites. In this area they 
usually nest in July. There was no sign of the nest but two 
well-feathered juveniles were located in the top of the tree 
showing clearly the orange-rufous on their breasts. At least 
one adult had survived and it was hunting over the vegetated 
areas of the lake.

As I moved around the lake, I noticed a number of species 
— Australian Raven, Magpie-lark, Australian Magpie, Red 
Wattlebird and Grey Butcherbird — giving alarm calls near 
a large tree with foliage almost to ground level. The birds 
were all fairly low in the surrounding trees or on the ground. 
I thought that a fox might be the cause of the disturbance as 
one is occasionally seen in the vicinity. However, on closer 
investigation, I located an Eastern Barn Owl. It was perched 
in the main fork of the tree with its body held horizontal. 
Here the pursuers could only attack one at a time but as they 

got closer their boldness would desert them, causing them to 
withdraw. After some time the incessant calling and attempted 
attacks caused the owl to fly in search of a safer roost. It had 
barely left the shelter of the tree’s foliage when the ravens 
knocked it to the ground where it was pecked and harassed 
until it righted itself. Once back on its feet, it proceeded to 
threaten its attackers with its talons, raising one leg off the 
ground at a time while crouching with wings slightly spread. It 
then flew again and reached a clump of thick vegetation which 
deterred some but not all of the pursuing birds. While the other 
birds tried to find it amongst the foliage, the owl moved lower 
and lower until it reached the ground and got under a fallen 
branch. It then spread its wings, like a diurnal raptor mantling 
over its prey, and remained motionless, blending in quite well 
with the background. As the other birds could not find the owl, 
they gradually stopped calling and began to move away.

HANZAB notes that the species can be forced to ground to 
hide (Higgins 1999, 940) but gives no further detail. The 
diurnal species involved in this incident have all been recorded 
harassing Eastern Barn Owls (ibid).

References
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Peter Sandilands

OBSERVATIONS OF CARNABY’S 
BLACK-COCKATOO

In 2000, prior to the Peet Ltd broad-acre clearing for the new 
Burns Beach Estate, we would regularly observe flights of 
450 or so Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos in amongst the acacias 
and Parrot Bushes having early morning feeds. As the clearing 
progressed, the numbers dwindled until nowadays we may 
see flights (but rarely) of 20-30 or so feeding on the casuarina 
trees in the Foreshore Reserve at Burns Beach.

In 2007, having been made aware of the endangered state of 
the species I went to the Wabling Hill Fire Lookout on the 
Wanneroo Road up near Military Road. Most of the birds 
came in the late afternoon in flights of 60-120 and flocked in 
the treetops of the pine forest, which I now call pre–roosts, 
had a feed and then flew off in a southerly direction.

2008 produced about the same results but a lower count.

Earlier this year I was stationed nearby on Acacia Road, a 
very soft sandy track obviously used by the loggers for access 
amongst the pine plantations. Three separate flight paths 
indicated a possible roosting site in a scrubby, natural bush 
patch, uncleared, difficult to traverse and harder to see into 
from external tracks.

Unaware of the pending June Cocky Count, I arrived in the 
middle of this area for a full afternoon’s observing. Carnaby’s 
flew in from the south but just kept going. By the time I 
extricated myself from the bush, they had all vanished and at 
4:30 I decided to call it a day. Driving back home along Tuart 
Road, imagine my surprise when I saw a flight coming in and 
pre-roosting. There were about 120 birds scattered amongst 
five eucalyptus trees on the roadside. They finally left there 
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and flew towards another area. Parking at the eastern corner of 
Tuart Road, there was a clear view and I saw more stragglers 
arriving.

Leaving the car I walked through numerous pine plantations 
until I could hear them in the distance and they were in 
another pre-roost site — an eerie yet beautiful sight as the 
swarms of Carnaby’s flitted in and out of the trees and onto 
the ground in the dying rays of the sun before heading off 
yet again. By now it was late twilight and I was following 
by sound, with no torch, and no moon. (“Bugger, knew I had 
forgotten something, but too late to turn back!”) Eventually 
the sound split into two groups so I followed the greater 
cacophony of sound to about 500-1000 birds at the major 
roost (31º 27’ 05.7”S; 115º 41’ 15.3”E). Another secondary 
roost would be about 100 metres NE along Emu Road, but I 
have no idea of the count. Good fun walking back to the car 
by GPS in pitch dark.

There are two points to my story:

1. Having read the literature regarding the waning population 
of Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo throughout WA and having 
noted the large reduction in flocks coming to Burns Beach, 
one would have to concur with the researcher’s findings. 
However, having found this massive, yet very healthy 
roost, one wonders if numbers are actually increasing 
but the birds are simply flying elsewhere for their food. 
At the expense of being somewhat controversial, it can 
be tempting to shade results (unintentionally, of course) 
to augment the current hypothesis that Carnaby’s are an 
endangered species, yet perhaps this is not so — perhaps 
someone would like to discuss this?

2. If you arrive along dirt roads from the point where all the 
roadworks are, on the Wanneroo Road whilst on the way to 
Acacia Road, you will notice an alarming amount of broad-
acre clearing of the pines. The moonscape now resembles 
the clearing in Tasmania — brutal — with no attempt at 
replanting AT ALL! Whole plantations have been ringed 
for felling.

As yet, the major Cocky roosting site has not been ringed but 
soon will be.

Do we need to apply for an injunction to stop felling in this 
block?

Are the Carnaby’s nesting here as well as roosting?

Should Birds Australia and/or the Department of Environment 
and Conservation be doing something about this?

Or, doesn’t it matter and the birds will 
simply move on?

Love to hear some informed 
comments.

John Peck

Editors’ note: John has highlighted some 
important questions here. The issue of 
monitoring change in population numbers 
is a challenging one, but BAWA is helping 
tackle this through the Great Cocky 
Counts, and we encourage members to 
support this project, which is providing 
much needed and valuable data for the 
recovery project. 

MOB VIOLENCE, STRATEGIC ATTACK 
OR SELF-PRESERVATION?

A loud bird commotion even roused the dog from its mid 
morning slumber. Outside the front door, a Southern Boobook 
flew onto the veranda close to us. With its back to the wall it 
shut its eyes apparently, and pretended not to care about the 
assault.

It was being attacked by Australian Magpies, Laughing 
Kookaburras, Grey Butcherbirds and a couple of Red 
Wattlebirds. I went briefly, to see if my ‘resident’ Southern 
Boobook was still in its tree but it wasn’t. As I returned, the 
owl took off, showing that it was clearly missing a primary 
or two from its wing, and landed in a small Marri. The other 
birds were immediately in hot pursuit and each species 
seemed to have its own role, the butcherbirds being the most 
agile, flying closest.

The owl then took refuge under the skirt of a large grasstree. 
By now I could count seven Australian Magpies, four 
Laughing Kookaburras, four Grey Butcherbirds and two 
Red Wattlebirds. The last two just seemed to be there for the 
excitement and didn’t seem to contribute to the attack apart 
from cheering or jeering. The owl moved a couple more times 
and eventually there was peace and quiet. I hope it found a 
safe hollow.

I’ve occasionally noticed the owl being mobbed, but never 
on this scale, and never this orchestrated with different 
species. I was puzzled by this behaviour. None of my books 
mention fledglings or eggs being a source of food for Southern 
Boobooks. Chatting to a friend he said that there was evidence 
of this, particularly if there’s a shortage of other food, for 
example mice.

Stella Stewart-Wynne

A DETERMINED EFFORT

The behaviour of a Black-winged Stilt at Lake Claremont 
on 15 October 2010 attracted my attention as it seemed to 
be choosing a nest site. The bird, which I presumed to be a 
female, was ‘tramping’ over a small area just above the water 
level. I noted the fact with a view to monitoring any nest 
which may eventuate for the Nest Record Scheme.

Ten days later I was back at the lake, but no nest had 
eventuated at the spot previously observed. However, the 
stilt (I assume it was the same bird) and its mate were still 
there. They had chosen a different nest site, one about 20 

metres from the previous location, 
and were actively engaged in moving 
submerged material to it. The new 
location was at the base of a then 
partly submerged stump. The birds 
were collecting what appeared to be 
rotting vegetation from below the 
surface of the water and flicking, as 
opposed to carrying, it towards the 
nest site. In the course of collecting 
the material the head of the bird was 
often completely under the water. It 
would then raise its head with the 

material in its bill and flick it towards 
the base of the stump.

Black-winged Stilt on nest, Lake Claremont 
(see also page 44).
Photo: Dusty Millar
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Whilst watching their behaviour I also noted one bird, 
presumably the female, go to the base of the stump where it 
would tramp down and arrange the material already collected. 
For the purpose of the Nest Record Scheme form I was now 
able to record that they were building a nest.

Three days later, on 28 October, I returned to monitor the 
nest. Material had been deposited at the base of the stump to 
form a nest platform well above the water level of the now 
rapidly drying out lake. There was one egg in the nest. When 
I visited on 4 November there were four eggs in the nest. On 
subsequent visits I simply recorded that incubation was taking 
place.

On 17 November I went to the site with a camera and 
discovered that one egg had rolled off the platform and was 
lying in the mud at the base of all the nest material (see 
photograph). I went back next day and discovered that the top 
of the nest platform had been damaged and all four eggs were 
now scattered at the base of the material which had formed 
the structure of the nest. An adult stilt, apparently distressed, 

was hovering in 
the vicinity of what 
remained of its nest. 
I returned home and 
recorded the nest 
as a failure on the 
Nest Record Scheme 
form (nest damaged, 
eggs out of nest).

Four days later, 
at 17.30 hrs on 
22 November, I 
was again at Lake 

Claremont. To my surprise I discovered that the damaged nest 
had been rebuilt, adjacent to the original nest, but at a lower 
level, just above the level of the mud. An adult was sitting on 
the nest. When it left at my approach I was able to see that 
one of the eggs had hatched and three remained. I marvelled 
at the resourcefulness of the birds and, back home, I made 
amendments to the form that had recorded a failure. I returned 
early next morning, with a camera, and noted that another 
egg had just hatched. A later visit that afternoon showed that 
the adults were continuing to incubate the remaining eggs. 
Next morning the third of the eggs had hatched, but one of the 
chicks, presumably the first hatchling, had left the nest. Next 
day I noted the adult birds were in the vicinity of the nest, but 
they appeared to have abandoned the one remaining egg. On 
subsequent visits I noted two chicks on the mud near the nest 
site. I presume they were from the nest, but one cannot be 
certain because other stilts had nested elsewhere on the lake.

From my observations it seems reasonably certain that 
incubation starts from when the first egg is laid with the result 
that the eggs hatch on different days and that the incubation 
period for each egg is some 24 days.

The photograph of the stilt sitting on the nest shows the 
‘redeveloped’ nest at a lower level to the level of the original 
nest. The photograph of the chick standing on the nest was 
taken just after daybreak with the nest in shadow, but the 
hatching second egg is also just visible.

Dusty Millar

CULINARY DELIGHTS

When walking around Smiths Lake in North Perth recently, I 
noticed an Australasian Grebe close to the shore line. It drew 
my attention because it had something in its beak and was 
slapping it onto the surface of the water.

On looking at it with my binoculars, I discovered it was 
holding a large dragonfly, and having the decency to knock it 
unconscious before finally swallowing it in a couple of gulps. 
I was somewhat surprised at this because I thought that grebes 
were largely vegetarian. However, reference to HANZAB vol 
1 gave their food as fish, snails and aquatic arthropods, and 
Johnstone and Storr’s ‘Handbook of WA Birds’ said beetles, 
dragonflies and other aquatic insects. Books obviously have 
their uses!

Max Bailey

NUMENIUS AT SOLDIERS COVE

Marcus Singor published an article in Western Australian 
Bird Notes in 1997, entitled ‘Eastern Curlews near Mandurah’ 
(Singor 1997). As I live in Soldiers Cove, I was challenged 
to be more diligent in my searching for both the Eastern 
Curlew (Numenius madagascariensis) and Whimbrel 
(Numenius phaeopus), both of which I had previously sighted 
occasionally. 

Description 

Soldiers Cove is a small cove on the east side of the main 
channel joining the ocean and the Peel Estuary, and is situated 
in central Mandurah between the two bridges (Figure 1, see 
page 44). SSM MH 81A is a Standard Survey mark situated 
on the shoreline on the eastern side of the Cove at 32º32’23”S 
and 115º43’20”E (WGS 84), adjacent to the Bolton Street 
intersection. The western side of the cove is bounded by a 
samphire covered peninsula of deposited silt. The peninsula 
is subject to inundation at higher tides, particularly in winter. 
The south eastern shore of the cove is fringed with a reed bed 
where the Pacific Black Duck, Black-winged Stilt and Buff-
banded Rail breed. It is interesting to note that the island to 
the north is not shown on the 1830s survey documents and has 
formed by accretion since that time. This island is a favoured 
breeding area for Australian Pied Oystercatchers each spring. 

Methods 

The methods were not particularly rigorous and consisted 
of taking extra care to scan the samphire, whilst walking 
both coming and going, with binoculars and/or a telescope 
whenever walking along the eastern shore of the cove. These 
walks were normally several times a week except for when I 
was away on holiday. The longest gap each year would be up 
to four weeks. The tables below don’t include information on 
the number of surveys each month, so the numbers cannot be 
used to calculate frequency, but they do give a good indication 
of the times of year when the birds use the cove. 

Results

Eastern Curlew

Sightings of the Eastern Curlew between February 2001 to 
June 2011 are shown in Table 1 and sightings of the Whimbrel 

Black-winged Stilt nest, Lake Claremont.
Photo: Dusty Millar
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between August 2000 and June 2011 are shown in Table 2. 
The tables show the number of times each month that each 
species was seen, and the number of birds seen on those 
occasions. Zero counts were not recorded. Most observations 
of Eastern Curlews were in the months of January, February, 
March and April and August to December. They were rarely 
seen during the winter months with 2008, 2009 and 2010 
being the exceptions. In 2008 birds were regularly seen in 
April, May, June, July and August. In 2009 and 2011 Eastern 
Curlews were seen but in reduced numbers in comparison to 
2008 (Table 1). 

Whimbrel

Most observations of Whimbrels were in the months of 
January, February, October, November and December. They 
are not common during the winter months although a few were 
seen during those months in 2007, 2008 and 2009 (Table 2). 
The conventional view is that overwintering Whimbrels and 
Eastern Curlews are juvenile birds (M. Bamford pers. comm.). 

Feeding Zones (Whimbrel)

Whimbrels are usually found feeding along the western and 
eastern shoreline of the peninsula, the sand bar between 
the northern tip of the peninsula, occasionally in the centre 
of the peninsula, and the south eastern pocket of the cove 
adjacent to the reed beds when water levels are right (usually 
half tides). They sometimes roost on the peninsula on the 
western shoreline. Towards the end of summer they sometimes 
congregate on the sand bank at the northern end of the 
peninsula, sometimes calling loudly. 

Feeding Zones (Eastern Curlew) 

The Eastern Curlew is more likely to be seen feeding in the 
samphire in the centre of the peninsula and roosting on the 
western shoreline and occasionally in the water in the south 
east pocket. 

Degree of difficulty

Whimbrels and Eastern Curlews are both hard to see in 
the samphire, particularly in the samphire growing season, 
when only the head can be seen when they raise their heads 
feeding, as their plumage colour blends in with dead samphire 
bushes. Whimbrels, being shorter, are more cryptic. Their 
calling is often the first indication of the presence of both 
Whimbrels and Eastern Curlews. Walking on the samphire is 
not encouraged because of its fragility and most observing has 
been done from the eastern shore of the cove. The best chance 
of observing both Eastern Curlew and Whimbrel is before 
and after higher tides when the samphire is inundated but not 
completely submerged. The best months can be seen from 
Tables 1 and 2.

Other Numenius sightings in the Peel Estuary

Bamford Consulting Ecologists (2004) regularly reported both 
the Whimbrel and Eastern Curlew in the Creery Wetlands 
between 1998 and 2004.

Shorebirds 2020 counts revealed small numbers each year 
(Table 3). 

Conclusions

Marcus Singor (1997) concluded that the Peel Inlet seems to 
be the last stronghold in the southwest for the Eastern Curlew. 
I am happy to report that Eastern Curlews are still being 
reported in the Inlet Channel to the Peel Estuary, and also that 
Whimbrels are still seen regularly in the same area. It would 
appear that these samphire flats and sand bars are the favoured 
habitat for both species in the Peel Estuary. 

The main threats are the increasing pressure for higher 
and higher density living adjacent to the wetlands and the 
increasing pressure by people, dogs, boats, wind surfers and 
hydrofoils along this inlet channel. Appropriate protection 
is needed by Federal, State and local authorities to protect 
this sanctuary for the Eastern Curlew and Whimbrel in south 
western Australia. 

Footnote: The latest news from Shorebirds 2020 (2011) is 
that, after the Australian government declined to nominate the 
Great Knot and the Eastern Curlew for addition to Appendix 
1 of the Convention of Migratory Species (CMS), Birds 
Australia’s international partners, the RSPB and birdlife 
International, managed to secure the support of the Philippines 
Government to propose the listing of the Eastern Curlew. They 
agreed to propose that the species be listed at the next meeting 
of the CMS signatories. Such a listing requires signatory 
States (including Australia, but not China or South Korea) 
to strive towards protecting these animals, conserving or 
restoring the habitats in which they live, mitigating obstacles 
to migration and controlling other factors that might endanger 
them. Our small summer and overwintering population is 
important! 
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Species 2008 2009 2010 2011 Sites
Whimbrel 2 5 7 4 Samphire Cove, Erskine & Doddi’s Beach
Eastern Curlew 7 1 13 6 Creery wetland, Soldiers Cove & Erskine

Table 3. Shorebirds 2020 counts of Whimbrel and Eastern Curlew near Mandurah during February 2008-2011.
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Crossword No. 8

by Pam Agar CLUES

ACROSS
3. It bobs frequently … it’s probably a sandpiper.
5. Long, sharp claw.
6. Small, finch-like bird.
8. First two letters of the genus to which the 

Australasian Darter belongs.
9. Title of Birds Australia publication.
13. Its contents equal delicacy to a fox!
14. Season which waders avoid in Siberia.
15. The smallest migrant wader.
16. Damming this river provided a haven for 

waterbirds.
18. Distinguishing feature between two similar 

species.
21. Unexpected; out of the ordinary.
23. A pinnacle of this may be a perch for a Brown 

Booby.
25. Mining it changes habitat radically.
28. Spoken term of agreement.
29. A Willie Wagtail may nest on a … branch than an 

Australian Magpie.
30. An Australian Owlet-nightjar might be flushed … 

of an old mineshaft.
31. Conspicuously coloured ring round neck.
32. Not conspicuous but a bird definitely has one.
35. It’s easy to make one, no matter how 

experienced.
36. Scavenging seabird, likely to steal another’s prey.
37. A dotterel of this species has a red one.
38. A young owl.
39. Means of identification for large birds.

DOWN
1. Streaked.
2. Small, green parrot of WA farmlands.
3. Strikingly patterned waders of shallow freshwater 

wetlands.
4. Birds’ best friend or worst enemy?
6. Type of tree, commonly associated with Red-

headed Honeyeaters.
7. Regularly seen among Broome waders.
10. The last confirmed sighting of a Paradise Parrot 

was about 74 years …
11. Essential equipment for birdwatchers.
12. A small cuckoo-shrike.
17. After this, one is more likely to see owls.
19. Is a Western Ground Parrot likely on Rottnest 

Island?
20. Young birds require frequent meals to do this.
21. Both Yellow and Olive-backed occur in the 

Kimberley.
22. Small wader.
24. Many migrants return to the same one each year.
25. A raptor’s shadow may make a mouse do this.
26. Part of current name for Black-backed Gull. 
31. Secretive ground dweller of rivers or swamps.
33. May make it difficult to locate birds by calls.
34. Black and white.

See page 34 for Answers

1 2 3 4

5 6 7

8

9 10 11 12

13 14

15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27

28 29

30 31

32 33 34

35

36 37

38 39

New Holland Honeyeater, Bull Creek 
(see Excursions, page 31).
Photo: Kallam McDougall
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COMBINED CHARITIES’ CARD SHOP
Trading at Bank of Queensland 

577 Wellington Street, Perth (near corner of King Street)

Monday – Friday 
7 September – October: 10.00am – 3.00pm 

November – 21 December: 9.30am – 4.00pm

Telephone: 9229 2223 
or our website: http//charitycardswa.org.au/shop/

Notices

Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo 
Recovery Project

Nesting Survey Training

The annual Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo Nesting Surveys 
are scheduled to be conducted from late September 
2011. 

Information gathered in the annual surveys is vital 
to the conservation of this iconic but endangered 
species.

Volunteers keen to participate in this year’s Nesting 
Surveys are invited to attend one of three Training 
Sessions, which will cover best-practice procedures.

Training Sessions have been organised to take place 
at
•	 Chittering	on	Saturday		3rd	September	2011

•	 Coorow		on	Sunday		11th	September	2011

•	 Katanning	on	Saturday	17th	September	2011

Transport for Perth volunteers to and from the 
Chittering Training Day may be arranged.

As places are limited, Registrations must be received 
by 1st September 2011.

For further information and to register your 
attendance, please contact our Volunteer 

Coordinator, Catherine O’Neill by email on:
cbcvolunteer@birdsaustralia.com.au

or phone 08 9339 2439

Calling all trainee bird banders

There is an opportunity to be involved in bird banding in 
the Jerramungup area this spring. The Conservation 
Council of WA Citizen Science project in conjunction 
with Bush Heritage Australia is conducting research 
into bird use of revegetated areas on two Gondwana Link 
properties.

If you are currently a trainee bander and would like more 
experience please contact:

Nic Dunlop 0409 014 030 Nic.Dunlop@ccwa.org.au

or Angela Sanders 0428 931 904 
asanders@bushheritage.org.au

for more details.
Angela Sanders

COMBINED CHARITIES CARD SHOP
The Combined Charities Card Shop is looking for 
volunteers to help sell Christmas cards. Around 
twenty charities benefit from the sale of these cards, 
including Birds Australia Western Australia which 
sold $1519.20 worth of our cards through the shop 
last year.

Anyone interested in volunteering should contact 
the Shop Manager, Sally Wilson, on 9310 8496 and, 
also, to be covered by our insurance, either Beryl 
Walker on 9397 6887 or Valerie Hemsley on 
9364 6573.

BROOME BIRD OBSERVATORY

A request for anyone interested in being a 
Campground Host in September – we have a 

VACANCY. In exchange for your help in keeping 
the BBO clean and tidy we provide you with a free 

powered site and access to our tours.

Please let us know ASAP on 
9193 5600 

or bbo@birdsaustralia.com.au.
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Sunday 11 December:
BAWA Christmas barbecue

The annual Christmas barbecue this year will 
be held as usual at Peregrine House, at about 

6:00 pm, on the lawn at the rear of the building.
Bring your own food and drink, and chairs if 

possible.
The Twitchathon will finish at the barbecue 

and winners of the various categories 
announced.

All members welcome.

Notices, ctd

Planning

You will need:
•	 information on the roads and whether your vehicle 

is capable of traversing these
•	 suitable, up to date, maps that will assist you in 

this area, and a GPS unit.

Vehicle

It is vital that you have a vehicle that:
•	 will be able to do the job
•	 is in good roadworthy condition and
•	 has been serviced prior to departure.

There is a long list of items that should be carried 
if your journey is into isolated areas, too long to list 
here, however there are numerous ways to obtain this 
information, such as the internet, survival books, etc. 
I have a limited number of Aids to Survival Manual 
published by WA Police, which are free of charge if 
anyone would like a copy.

Travelling in company

It is also preferable to travel in company with other 
persons. This can certainly assist if they have the 
same type of vehicle as yours. Not everybody will 
need to carry huge tool boxes, parts, etc, as they can 
be spread over the whole group. This is the same for 
spare tyres as well.

Weather

Take into account the weather conditions for the time 
of the year you intend travelling. Road conditions 
can change overnight with rainfall, and if roads are 
closed it could be days or even weeks before they are 
re-opened. Just look what occurred throughout the 
greater part of Australia in 2010, with the massive 
rainfall. Ideally a call to local police stations will give 
you advice on the current status of road conditions or 
direct you to this information. Summer travel throws 
up a considerable number of other problems, such as 
carrying adequate supplies of water.

Communications

This is another vital element you will need, not only to 
stay in touch with other members of your convoy, but 
also the outside world. Items such as satellite phones, 
whilst they may cost ‘an arm and a leg’ to buy, can be 
hired and, if you are going with others, this cost can 
be shared between the group members. A personal 
locator beacon is also a useful addition if you run into 
trouble.

The most important thing is to tell someone reliable 
where you are going and your approximate time of 
arrival. This could include your family, friends, or the 
local police.

Max Howard 
BAWA O H & S Representative

WA TWITCHATHON
DATES - Saturday 10th/Sunday 11th December, 

2011

— 24hr Twitch: 5pm Saturday 10th – 
5pm Sunday 11th

— 12hr Twitch: 5am – 5pm Sunday 11th

—Armchair Twitch: 8hr period on 
Sunday 11th

The full set of rules, along with registration forms, will 
be available from the BAWA office from July, or by 
contacting jgraff2@hotmail.com. Please register your 
team by 5th December.

For further information, contact John Graff, 
either by e-mail at jgraff2@hotmail.com (preferred) 

or by phone on 0424 008 179

Preparation for excursions
Birds Australia, like all 
organisations in our country, has 
a duty of care to its members, 
even though most of us are 
volunteers. A lot of the work that 
we do involves going into the 

bush to conduct bird surveys 
and, as we know, the Australian 
bush can be very harsh on people 
who don’t treat it with the respect 
that it deserves, and at times 
people perish because of this.

From this edition of WABN Max 
Howard will be submitting small 
articles on how we can prepare 
ourselves and our vehicles, 
hopefully to alleviate problems 
that may arise in isolated areas.

THE 5 Ps:  PRIOR PREPARATION PREVENTS POOR PERFORMANCE
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New members

SECURING PET BIRDS
The Department of Agriculture and Food is calling 
for the public to secure pet birds and to report 
escaped birds in the Peel region.

Up to six Sulphur-crested Cockatoos have 
been reported in the Dawesville area, south 
of Mandurah. An Indian Ringneck Parrot was 
removed from the same area earlier this year 
and the Department is receiving more and more 
reports of Rainbow Lorikeets.

Early detection is important to ensure rapid and 
complete removal of these pest birds from the 
wild. If members spot any of these birds or other 
unusual birds in the area can you please report 
them ASAP? 

Location and photos would be a great help.

Lindsay Strange
Biosecurity Officer

9733 7777

EYRE BIRD OBSERVATORY
Events coming soon

An introduction to Bird Banding
Sun 11th September, departing Saturday 17th September 
2011 — facilitated by Wally Klau
 Cost $560 for 6 nights
This course is an introduction to bird banding and is led by one of 
Australia’s most experienced and respected bird banders. If you 
are interested in birds and would like to learn more about how to 
study them, this course will show you how.

You	will	spend	most	of	your	 time	 in	 the	field	 learning	how	and	
where to set mist nets. You will be able to handle birds and 
experience the excitement of determining the species, age and 
sex	of	birds	and	will	be	shown	the	fine	detail	that	determines	a	
correct	identification.	You	will	also	be	shown	the	correct	method	
of banding, weighing, measuring and data collection for each 
bird you catch. Importantly, you will learn about the vital role that 
banding plays in bird research.

Painting Plein Air at the Eyre Bird Observatory
Tues 11th October – Sun 16th October 2011 inclusive — 
facilitated by Penny Maddison
 Cost $560 for 6 nights
This very small workshop (6 participants only) will be led by 
Penny Maddison. Any medium can be used but Penny will work in 
watercolour. The format of the workshop will be plein air painting, 
morning and afternoon in this true wilderness area with evening 
critiques and discussions. Demos will be slotted wherever 
possible. To book your place contact Eyre Bird Observatory. (08) 
9039 3450. For more information contact Penny on (08) 9293 
0882.

Field Techniques in Bird Studies
Sun 27th November – departing 3rd December 2011 — 
facilitated by Stephen Davies
 Cost $560 for 6 nights
One of our longest running courses and always well attended. 
On this course you will learn a variety of methods for studying 
birds and be introduced to a range of census techniques. You 
will	 also	 be	 assisted	 with	 bird	 identification	 skills,	 encouraged	
to participate in bird banding and take part in on-going 
recording procedures at the observatory. Course limited to eight 
participants. (This course is always fully booked so be quick – 
three places gone already.)

Black-Cockatoo road kills
Roadside kills are continuing to threaten black-cockatoo 
populations in metro and regional areas.

To try and gauge the extent of this problem, if you notice 
the results of such an event, could you please note the 
location, species and number of dead black-cockatoos then 
email this information to Raana Scott, Project Manager 
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo Recovery Project

Email: r.scott@birdsaustralia.com.au.

Do you ever see dead magpies?
A research project investigating the insulation properties 
of plumage is seeking dead Australian Magpies for 
study. Both adult and juvenile specimens are required 
(and roadkill is suitable!) as any fresh, intact specimens 
in good condition would be greatly appreciated.

Please contact Tegan Douglas on:
 tegan.douglas@postgrad.curtin.edu.au 

or 0402 457 403 for more details.
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ALBANY BRANCH

ESPERANCE BIRD OBSERVERS’ GROUP

ALBANY BRANCH

May outing

Twin Creeks Conservation Reserve

Showers threatened when we met in Albany, but we decided 
to take our chances and headed 50 km north to one of our 
favourite reserves. The clouds seemed to be disappearing fast 
so we took a long walk to the far side of the reserve and were 
rewarded with good views of several species of robins. Parrots 
were also plentiful, but cockatoos were surprisingly absent. 
Some of us managed to get quite close to a Painted Button-
quail which eventually took off in a flash.

The more unusual records for the day included Yellow-
throated Miner and Yellow-plumed Honeyeater. We also heard 
the call of an owlet-nightjar, but were unable to locate the 
hollow the bird was calling from. A Fan-tailed Cuckoo also 
announced its presence. Our tally for the day was 48 species.

Anne Bondin

June outing

Eight intrepid members braved the wet, very cold and 
windy weather on Tuesday, 14 June and headed inland 
to Kambellup Reserve on both sides of the Chester Pass Road. 
The rain abated but the wind was bitterly cold — not ideal 
for birdwatching as the light was poor, too. Nevertheless, we 
managed to see 40 species, including both Golden and Rufous 
Whistlers, Sacred Kingfisher and Restless Flycatcher.

Liz and Charlie Davies

July 2011 outing

Tuesday, 12 July, was a beautiful day for birdwatching — 
sunny and calm. Thirteen of us went to the Twin Creeks 
Reserve at the Porongurups. Thirty-nine species were seen. We 
had very good views of a pair of Western Yellow Robins, and 
several Western Gerygones, not calling but flying quite low so 
could be seen well. The breeze got up at lunch time, but the 
Western Yellow Robins gave us quite a good display. The only 
raptors we saw were Wedge-tailed Eagles and a good view of 
a Nankeen Kestrel.

Liz and Charlie Davies

Future outings

Excursions will take place on Tuesday, 11 October, 8 
November, 13 December and Saturday, 22 October. More 
details about destinations, where to meet, etc, will be made 
available on BAWA e-news. Excursion leaders will be Ray 
Garstone (PH: 9844 7540, Brad Kneebone (PH: 9845 2233) or 
Anne Bondin (PH: 9844 1793). Please don’t hesitate to contact 
us if you need further information. Our e-mail address is: 
albanybirds@hotmail.com.

May outing, Naranda Springs

The Esperance Bird Observers’ Group (EBOG) has been 
surveying Naranda Springs since 2003, a year after my 
husband David and I bought the property. It became 
immediately apparent to us that Doombup Creek that passes 
through the 500 ha cattle property had abundant bird-life. 
Knowing little about birds we invited the bird group to visit 
the property.

The previous owner of Naranda Springs put a dam wall across 
Doombup Creek, forming a large, deep area of water which is 
home to many waterbirds such as ducks, cormorants, grebes, 
ibis and spoonbills. Along its edge the Buff-banded Rail and 
Nankeen Night-Heron have been seen. Below the property 
in the area between the farm fence and the dune system, 
which is unallocated crown land, lies a series of lakes which 
include Lake Doombup (the final destination of the creek) and 
Lake Bannitup. Lake Doombup is home to many birds but is 
relatively inaccessible. However, Bannitup is a constant source 

of interest and is now considered an important link in the 
Esperance lake system for waterbirds, waders and some of the 
migratory shorebirds.

EBOG has been surveying this diverse area on their regular 
outing every May. The group has been keen to gather data 
that will show changes in the birds frequenting the area, what 
impact rainfall has and hopefully gather data that will become 
important in the future.

The 33 species seen this May is significantly less than usual, 
probably due to the very dry summer and autumn. Frequent 
‘false breaks’ have resulted in the pasture being sparse and 
the bush not having the usual amount of flowers. Species 
seen included the Western Spinebill, Spotted Pardalote, Red-
eared Firetail and White-fronted Chat, to mention a few of the 
bushbirds.

Lake Bannitup fills mainly from rainfall but has a permanent 
spring-fed stream on the eastern end with a large stand of 



Vol 139 September 2011 30 Western Australian Bird Notes

Country branches, ctd

rushes and is the summer home for three constant species 
— Red-necked Stint, Red-capped Plover and Black-fronted 
Dotterel. In May enough rain had fallen to make some deeper 
ponds and a small number of Chestnut Teal were also present.

Who knows what may become of our bird group’s efforts to 
gather annual data from this area? As its current custodians 
we are trying to improve the property and at the same time 
improve the habitat of the birds that seemingly enjoy being 
here as much as we do. We hope to live long enough to 
understand whether or not our actions have had a positive 
effect.

Dale Johnson

June outing, Mount Ridley

On a brisk, sunny morning, at our new meeting time of 
7.30 am, 11 hardy souls began the journey to Mount Ridley, 
approximately 75 km north of Esperance. During the hour-

long journey, which was like a prelude to the day, six Black-
winged Stilts were the only sighting, on a small salt pan beside 
the road. On arrival we alighted from our cars with a sense of 
anticipation to — silence. Not a tweet.

However, the day was warm and sunny and the rock was 
looking very beautiful. As we approached, a large Wedge-
tailed Eagle flew from its eerie to check us out, hovering and 
gliding above us in effortless motion. It was soon joined by 
two smaller Wedge-tailed Eagles who continued to display 
their formidable flying skills, silhouetted against the blue sky 
and the walls of the ‘mountain’. This was the highlight of what 
turned out to be a day short on bird highlights but long on the 
enjoyment of being in a beautiful environment.

It would be true to say that we heard more than we saw. A 
Redthroat and a White-eared Honeyeater were seen and by the 
end of the day we had a tally of 19 species. We have promised 
ourselves a return visit when the bush is in flower.

Dale Johnson

WHEATBELT AVON BRANCH BIRDS AUSTRALIA (WABBA)

WHEATBELT/AVON BRANCH BIRDS AUSTRALIA 
(WABBA)

On 17 July, ten members of the Wheatbelt/Avon Branch of 
Birds Australia conducted a day excursion to three reserves 
within the Tammin Shire, the Tammin Railway Dam Reserve, 
North Bungulla Nature Reserve and Yorkrakine Rock Nature 
Reserve.

The day was overcast and a bracing easterly breeze all day did 
not make the conditions ideal for birdwatching. Thirty- one 
species were sighted across the reserves, with the pleasing 

aspect being sightings of good numbers of the White-browed 
Babbler in all reserves visited.

Thanks to John Masters who led the excursion and to members 
who attended.

WABBA’s next excursion will be on 11 September where we 
will revisit the Zoo property in Bakers Hill.

Max Howard 
9574 2102

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike, Bull Creek 
(see Excursions, page 31).
Photo: Kallam McDougall

Malleefowl Believers: Stories of 
the Malleefowl and its champions

by Frank Rijavec 
with the Malleefowl Preservation Group

For sale at the BAWA office, $25.00.
This is a wonderful publication covering 
all the issues relating to this threatened 
species.
A great gift for people interested in this 
fascinating bird.



Western Australian Bird Notes 31 Vol 139 September 2011

Excursion reports

BULL CREEK ESTUARY, 7 May

Twenty-four of us met at Spinnaway Circuit on the Bull Creek 
Estuary; we had six visitors, amongst whom was a young and 
enthusiastic family, and being very keen to 
learn, were encouraged by us all.

In the estuary were Musk Duck, Purple 
Swamphen, Australian Pelican and Black 
Swan.

After crossing Leach Highway to Richard 
Lewis Park, we were blessed with the little 
bushbirds in abundance including both 
pardalotes, White-browed Scrubwren, 
Weebill, Western Gerygone and Yellow-
rumped Thornbill. Red-tailed Black-
Cockatoos were heard and we saw Red-
capped Parrot (see also photos, pages 10, 25, 
30, 37, 43 and 44).

As we returned to our cars and morning tea, 
an Australian Hobby was waiting for us on top of a Norfolk 
Island pine.

We finished up with 46 species for the morning.

Sue Keogh

TOM BATEMAN RESERVE, THORNLIE, 22 May

In perfect weather, a group of 15 enjoyed a ramble round this 
permanent wetland system, finding a total of 50 species, the 
highest recorded on a single visit here.

The Australian Wood Duck and Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo 
surprised us by their absence but a Black-shouldered Kite 
was a bonus — not recorded here since 2008. Overall, a good 
variety of waterbirds and bushbirds was seen, including Black-
faced Woodswallow, which is an addition to the records.

George and Pam Agar

ELLIS BROOK, 28 May

Eighteen members started and 
completed the hilly walk up around the 
valley on a bright and sunny autumn 
morning. The day started cool but soon 
warmed, producing a feast of good 
birds, all showing very well.

WA endemics seen included Western 
Spinebill, Western Wattlebird, Red-
winged Fairy-wren, White-breasted 
Robin, Western Rosella and Carnaby’s 
Black-Cockatoo and Red-eared Firetail.

We all had spectacular views from 
above the falls looking out over the city 

and coastal plain, where two pairs of Wedge-tailed Eagles 
patrolled the skies and one pair was observed carrying nest 
material close by. A great day at a lovely scenic spot produced 
41 species.

As well as the birds mentioned, we all had 
close views of Fan-tailed Cuckoo, Tawny-
crowned, White-naped and White-cheeked 
Honeyeaters, Dusky Woodswallow, Scarlet 
Robin and Mistletoebird.

A few members went on to a site close by 
to see Red-browed Finches and a roosting 
Tawny Frogmouth to round off an excellent 
morning’s birding.

Steve Burns

MT GIBSON SANCTUARY CAMPOUT, 
3 – 6 June

The annual campout at AWC’s Mt Gibson Sanctuary was 
held on the Foundation Day long weekend and attended by 16 
members, following several late cancellations.

Surveys were severely curtailed on the Sunday after heavy 
rain on Saturday evening made most tracks impassable and 
one tent uninhabitable.

Luckily the majority of members were able to stay on and 
complete the surveys on the Monday. (see photos, page 43)

Highlights included Malleefowl, Australian Owlet-nightjar, 
Major Mitchell’s Cockatoo, Black-eared Cuckoo, Grey-
fronted Honeyeater and Chestnut Quail-thrush. A meagre total 
of just 55 species was recorded and Peter White headed the 
tipping leader board, scoring a handcrafted wooden spoon 
courtesy of Gib Trethowan. Thanks to John and Ruth Luyer, 
Sue and Rob Mather and John Graff for leading the weekend 
and to Lisa and the AWC crew for the slap-up barbecue on 
Saturday night.

Peter Taylor

LAKE TOWERRINNING 
CAMPOUT, 4-6 June

Very chilly nights and thick morning 
fog meant everyone appreciated the 
later starting time of 8:30 am. A variety 
of habitats was visited within a 30 km 
radius of Lake Towerrinning, including 
open water, swamp and samphire areas, 
Wandoo, Jarrah, Marri and sheoak, plus 
some heath.

Eastern Great Egret, Bull Creek.
Photo: Kallam McDougall

Grey Fantail diving for dinner, Nallan Station.
Photo: Jennifer Sumpton
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Lake Towerrinning and surrounds provided nine species of 
honeyeater, Varied Sittella, White-fronted Chat and 286 Blue-
billed Ducks, for which this IBA is noted. Also impressive 
were performances by Restless Flycatchers, Grey Fantails and 
very trusting Splendid Fairy-wrens at the picnic area.

On early morning visits to Haddleton Reserve to the west 
and to ‘Clare’, a private property to the north-east, birds were 
very quiet and relatively few in number but a flock of Elegant 
Parrots was a feature of Ballock Nature Reserve.

At Dead Man’s Swamp we recorded numbers of Black 
Swans and Yellow-billed Spoonbills, Western Yellow Robins 
and Brown-headed Honeyeaters. But the highlight of the 
weekend was the feeding party of seven different species 
on the edge of a fairway at Moodiarrup Golf Course. The 
Splendid Fairy-wren, Rufous Tree-creeper, Yellow-rumped 
and Western Thornbill, Western Gerygone, Western Rosella 
and Grey Fantail were so engrossed in feeding that we were 
able to get within metres of them — a real bonus for the keen 
photographers (see photos, page 43).

Thanks to David for a varied and interesting weekend, and to 
Maris for his support behind the scenes.

Pam Agar

GLENEAGLES REST AREA, 5 June

On a sunny but brisk morning, not even Frank’s magic could 
conjure up more than 20 bird species. We concluded that 
the long, dry conditions may have impacted on numbers. 
Highlights were good views of Western Rosella and Western 
Spinebill. Notwithstanding, the morning was enjoyed by 16 
participants including some visitors. Thank you to Frank 
O’Connor for leading this walk.

Lorraine Chyne

WIRELESS HILL AND BLUE GUM LAKE, 12 June

Eighteen members and one guest from Victoria gathered on 
a beautiful but windy June morning at a rather fire scarred 
Wireless Hill. Two major and one minor fires this year have 
rather decimated the bird population but it 
was nice to see that the number of White-
cheeked Honeyeaters is on the rise. No sign 
of Red-capped Parrots has been seen since 
their nesting area was completely burnt out. 
This area was also the best for birding. Only 
18 species were sighted in total, including a 
Mistletoebird whose call was heard by a few. 
To my knowledge this is a first for Wireless 
Hill and I will be searching relentlessly 
for a sighting in the future. We also saw one at Blue Gum 
Lake where we noted 21 species, only two of which were 
waterbirds. Our visitor was more than delighted to see her first 
ever Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo.

In total 27 species were observed including a Spotted 
Pardalote on its winter holiday from the hills area.

Alan Galbraith

TOMATO LAKE, 16 June

Tomato Lake is a sizeable, extensively rehabilitated reserve 
with easy access and walking. It contains beautiful, old 
Flooded Gums, and considerable fringing bush area. Despite 
showers and cold weather, the 14 participants found 44 
species, including both of the pardalotes and Western 
Spinebill. This was after almost the first significant rainfall for 
the season and conditions should improve with more water. 
The main lake was full, but a secondary area was still almost 
dry mud. This promises crakes and rails as conditions improve 
for these species.

Maris Lauva

LEN HOWARD RESERVE, MANDURAH, 18 June

Seven brave members visited Len Howard Reserve with 
a front due to bring rain by midday. We walked around 
the wetlands at the reserve’s east end and saw 59 species. 
Highlights were Chestnut Teal, Eastern Osprey on a nest and a 
wintering Sacred Kingfisher.

We then drove to Erskine Lakes and watched a Glossy Ibis 
meander its way towards us while we had morning tea. We 
added another four species at Erskine Lakes before the rain set 
in at 10.20 and the walk was abandoned. A total count of 63 
bird species in 2.5 hours was brilliant!

Robyn Pickering

FLYNN ROAD, MUNDARING, 25 June

You sometimes see lists of things to do, or places to visit 
before you die; make sure you put Flynn Road on your 
personal list. I’m so glad I have done it after so many years 
of procrastination in spite of encouragements. This was an 
excursion led for many years by Bryan Barrett and now 
continued by Charles Merriam.

The previous day’s widespread, heavy rain gave the bush a 
fresh, healthy look. It is predominantly Wandoo and grasstree 

with not a lot of other understorey which 
means there is quite a lot of looking upwards 
into leaf tops, which is liable to give a crick 
in one’s neck, but there are rewards.

Excellent views and photos of Crested 
Shrike-tits kept us active and appreciative 
for 20 minutes or so (see photo, page 33). 
This species has been seen at Flynn Road 
five times in the last seven visits. Other 
species included a party of Brown-headed 

Honeyeaters, Elegant Parrots at the tops of almost bare trees, 
making them easy to recognise, Western Yellow Robins and 
Rufous Treecreeper and not least a Wedge-tailed Eagle soaring 
miles high.

Altogether the bird list was 38 species, seen by 20 attendees 
and ably led by Charles.

Max Bailey

Crested Shrike-tit, Flynn Road.
Photo: Jennifer Sumpton
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May was our ‘working-bee’ month, and 
although our volunteers were few in 
number we couldn’t have asked for more 
energetic, self-motivated, ‘can-do’ people 
than them. In between getting the place 
spruced up, fire-safe and ship-shape, 
we started to ramp up our tours. A dust 
bowl last year, the rain-soaked Roebuck Plains (aka ‘the BBO 
paddock’) this year are alive with birds, notably Australian 
Bustards, Brolgas and buttonquails. We were finally able 
to get out to the lakes and what were muddy puddles (at 
their best) last year are wetlands now, the likes of which one 
would normally associate with Kakadu. Ducks, ducks and 
more ducks, not to mention stilts and terns (with plenty of 
young).

Almost overnight the tourist season began in earnest and 
we could almost see the dust trails as 4WDs, caravans and 
grey nomads began their annual migration north from 
their southern ‘summering’ grounds. As Broome filled to 
the seams, we began to get busy, too. Most nights, our 
bush campsites have all been occupied. Tours have been 
daily — often three in a day. There has been a steady 
stream of inquisitive day visitors and, on some evenings, the 
Shadehouse has been full to overflowing for the Bird Log 
(averaging 90+ species a day). Of course, we only have to 
drive into town and wait at a roundabout for 10 minutes to 

appreciate that our ‘busy’ is still pretty relaxed in the scheme 
of things.

Despite it being the time that many shorebirds are breeding 
on the other side of the globe, there are still 20 000+ birds 
in the bay. A few of these are in their breeding plumage 
and stick out like sore thumbs. Whether these birds got all 
dressed up only to miss the bus, or else were like teenagers 
practicing getting dressed for the prom, it’s hard to tell. 
Either way it does make spotting a Red Knot easier. Cannon-
netting has occurred fortnightly, with much enthusiasm 
from all participants despite some mixed success (Brahminy 
Kites can spoil the best laid plans!).

Without a doubt the bird highlight was coming across five 
Painted Snipe on the plains whilst on tour. We re-visited the 
site the next day and saw more than ten Painted Snipe, a 
Yellow Chat, Australian Spotted Crake and Buff-banded Rail. 
For all the staff, that equated to at least one tick each, and 
for some of us four!

Finally, a request for anyone interested in being a 
Campground Host in September – we have a VACANCY. 
In exchange for your help in keeping the BBO clean and 
tidy we provide you with a free powered site and access 
to our tours. Please let us know ASAP on 9193 5600 or 
bbo@birdsaustralia.com.au. 

Glen Ewers and Sarah Katz
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ERIC SINGLETON BIRD RESERVE, 
BAYSWATER, 16 July

Spending a glorious winter’s morning at this Bayswater bush 
and wetland area rewarded 15 birders with some interesting 
sightings. The highlight was a flock of White-naped 
Honeyeaters feeding in the flowering eucalypts surrounding 
the western border of the lake. This was the first recording of 
the White-naped at this site. All up, five honeyeater species 
were seen, the others being Brown, Singing, White-cheeked 
and New Holland. The vantage point of the bird hide over the 
wetland provided some excellent views of Pink-eared Ducks. 
We saw five duck species altogether. Setting up nesting boxes 
has been successful in encouraging five duck species to breed 
in the area. The white plastic nesting boxes are quite ugly, but 
the ducks are not bothered, so that’s the main thing.

Eric Singleton Bird Reserve is adjacent to the Swan River and 
has been extensively revegetated. It encompasses a variety 
of habitats: bush, fresh water wetland and estuarine river. All 
up, we saw a total of 45 species. Other interesting sightings 
were an Australasian Pipit, a Black-fronted Dotterel, a Little 
Grassbird and a distant view of an Eastern Osprey, nesting on 
the top of a mast across the river, near the Ascot racecourse.

Julia Gross

Observatory reports

BROOME BIRD OBSERVATORY

Crested Shrike-tit, Flynn Road 
(see Excursions, page 32).
Photo: Jennifer Sumpton
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An exciting aspect of being at EBO for 
three months has been to witness the birds 
changing over this period. We first visited 
EBO in May 2010 for a Dune Restoration 
Week and during that time Spiny-cheeked 
Honeyeaters were abundant. We particularly 
remembered these birds because we don’t 
see them at our home on the western slopes of the range in 
south west Queensland. We naturally assumed they were at 
EBO all the time.

Imagine our surprise when we arrived a couple of days 
before our official start date, (taking over from the outgoing 
caretakers, Nick and Rachel Hill), to find that there was not 
one Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater to be seen. Yet this was 
within a week or so of the same 
time of year as our previous visit. 
We’re pleased to report that they did 
eventually appear. 

A similar phenomenon occurred in 
reverse. This year, as last, reliable 
morning and afternoon visitors to 
the rock birdbath were the Brush 
Bronzewings. They always followed 
the same procedure — walk in / fly 
out. 

Another species we miss now is the 
Striated Pardalote. Their constant 
‘chirp-chirp’ is a sound we know well 
from home where they ignore our 
purpose built boxes and nest in the 
bottom of hanging planters. When 
we arrived here both Striated and Spotted Pardalotes were 
frequent visitors. While the Spotted Pardalote is still around, 
although more commonly seen in the bush that at the bath, 
the Striated has moved on (see photo, page 44).

Believe it or not, Major Mitchell’s Cockatoos did not make 
one appearance during our visit last year. We have heard 
stories of flocks of these fabulous birds appearing, but not 
during our visit last May. When we arrived at the end of April 
it was nothing unusual to see flocks of 20 to 30 birds at a 
time. During the time of our stay here we have seen flocks 
approaching three times this number and some days they 
stay around the observatory all day. On these occasions 
there is standing room only on the roof of the underground 
tank, other birds perch precariously on the UHF antenna, 
small groups peck at the top of the chimney (which 
produces a covering of dirt and dust on the kitchen range) 
and others hang upside down from the telegraph wire at the 
front like so many white flying foxes!!

We have been lucky to see some infrequent visitors during 
our stay, including a Stubble Quail and a Southern Boobook 
but our favourite by far was the Cattle Egret. It stayed around 
for several days and almost became a domestic pet and we 
were able to witness its strange feeding behaviour. Having 
identified a juicy morsel from some distance it would run to 
with a metre or so of its target. At that point it commenced 
a low sideways head bob, emitting a low throaty growl as 

it stalked in closer and finally struck out at the unfortunate 
victim. We never thought we’d see egret and growl in the 
same sentence, but that’s the best way to describe it!! On 
the day it left we saw it doing an extra detailed preen by the 
front bath. We later realised this was a pre-flight check. Then, 
with effortless ease, it raised itself to chimney level, did one 
complete circle around the telegraph station building (as if 
finding its bearings), then headed due east into the rising 
sun. We watched until it became a speck and finally was lost 
to view. It was sad to see it go.

One other new visitor that had us racing to the reference 
books we thought could be a Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo 
but the records showed this bird did not appear until spring 
and this was still early winter. Early one morning we saw 

two birds again and got a passable 
picture on our digital camera. It was 
good enough to see the eye line, 
the eye brow, and the chest bars 
that did not connect in the middle. 
Confirmed — a Horsfield’s Bronze-
Cuckoo at EBO in May; in fact, two of 
them. 

We’re nearing the end of our three-
month stint here and it’s been a 
wonderful experience to be totally 
immersed in the birds and their 
behaviour.

Jennie and Tony Bond 
EBO Caretakers, May-July 2011

Corrigendum: The Eyre Bird Observatory report in the last issue of 
WABN (No. 138) referred twice to flocks of Galahs. These should have 
referred to Major Mitchell’s Cockatoos. We apologise to the authors 
of the report, and to the readers, for any inconvenience caused by this 
error.

Obsertatory reports, ctd

EYRE BIRD OBSERVATORY

Upside down Major Mitchell’s Cockatoo, Eyre.
Photo: Des and Isabel Hose

ACROSS
3. so; 5. talon; 6. mannikin; 8. an; 9. Wingspan; 13. egg; 
14. winter; 15. stint; 16. Ord; 18. song; 21. odd; 23. coral; 
25. creek; 27. ore; 28. OK; 29. lower; 30. out; 31. collar; 32. 
ear; 35. error; 36. Skua; 37. knee; 38. owlet; 39. tag. 

DOWN
1. striated; 2. elegant; 3. snipe; 4. man; 6. mangrove; 7. 
knot; 10. ago; 11. binoculars; 12. triller; 17. dark; 19. no; 
20. grow; 21. oriole; 22. dotterel; 24. area; 25. cower 26. 
kelp; 31. crake; 33. wind; 34. pied

Crossword answers No. 8
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This code-of-conduct is designed to make BAWA 
Campouts pleasant, safe and enjoyable for everyone.

1. Please notify the BAWA office if you plan to attend a 
campout, leaving name, address, telephone number, and 
an emergency contact.

2. Family pets should not be taken on campouts.

3. Each person should carry the ‘Lost Procedure’ card. A 
compass or GPS is useful. Carry a whistle, CB radio 
and matches/lighter which can be invaluable if lost, or, to 
raise an alarm.

4. Fill in the Attendance Record and the Medical Disclosure 
form if required.

5. Participants wishing to leave any activities early should 
ensure the leader is advised.

6. Campfires can only be used if permitted at the time and 
must be fully extinguished prior to leaving the camp area.

7. Members should ensure that their vehicle is in 
roadworthy condition and they have adequate food, 

water, fuel, and suitable clothing including footwear. Daily 
checks can be undertaken using the ‘POWER’ check 
guide, ie. P = petrol/diesel fuel, O = oil, W = water, E = 
electrical/battery, R = rubber/tyre pressures.

8. When travelling in convoy have your vehicle lights turned 
on and always keep the vehicle behind you in sight, 
especially at turns. If the following vehicle stops, check if 
help is required and advise the Leader.

9. The environment should be left in pristine condition, and 
care should be taken not to disturb the wildlife or stock 
animals. Always leave gates as you have found them, 
ie, if they are open then leave them open, if closed then 
close them.

Note: Communication can be enhanced when travelling 
in convoy and when walking through bushland to call-in 
interesting sightings by carrying hand-held two-way CB/
UHF radios.

Revised April 2011

Coming events

Birds Australia Western Australia
Code-of-conduct for campouts

Recently the BAWA Excursions Committee had some requests that 
when excursions are undertaken at sites where dieback is known 
to be present, shoe clean-down sprays should be carried out. The 
Excursions Committee has spent some time trying to work out the 
best way to manage dieback at excursions.

We have decided that the best solution is to provide advice on 
dieback management so that members can manage dieback as 
individuals rather than putting more responsibility on our dwindling 
number of excursion leaders. An advantage of this is that we all 
take responsibility for this issue whether on excursions or whether 
doing birdwatching or bushwalking on our own.

The key points in managing dieback are as follows:

•	 Dieback is more readily transported on footwear, equipment 
or vehicles when the soil is moist and adheres to shoes or 
tyres.

•	 By staying on tracks and paths you can minimise spread of 
dieback.

•	 Observe dieback management signs and avoid entering 
infested areas wherever possible.

•	 Plan ahead. DEC and many local governments have dieback 
occurrence maps and management plans for their reserves, 
which will help in planning your expedition to minimise the 
risk of spreading dieback.

When you have no option but to conduct a walk in an area which 
contains dieback and the soil is moist you should:

•	 try to stay on paths

•	 avoid muddy areas wherever possible

•	 only enter dieback areas if absolutely necessary

•	 check your shoes when you return to the car.

o If your shoes have mud caked on them, use a coarse 
brush to clean off the majority of the mud and do 
this over the car park, path or track (not in the 
bush!). Then use a spray bottle of 100% methylated 
spirits OR 10% bleach and 90% water to disinfect and 
wash off any remaining soil on your shoes. NOTE: the 
bleach solution may cause bleaching of clothes and 
canvas shoes so keep the spray to the soles of the 
shoe and minimise over spraying onto clothes.

o If your shoes are relatively clean just use the spray 
solution to ensure you do not transfer any dieback to 
other sites (including your home garden).

A simple kit, consisting of a lidded container or bucket, a coarse 
brush, a spray bottle and a separate bottle of already made 
up disinfecting solution (10% bleach and 90% water OR 100% 
methylated spirits), can be carried in the car. Some people may 
also want a tray, in which to immerse the soles of their shoes, 
included in the kit.

We recommend that when going from site to site in dieback 
infested areas without sealed roads, you park on the edge of the 
road or always park at the same spot off road and in a location 
where it appears others park.

The dieback atlas which is available at http://www.dec.wa.gov.
au/content/view/213/2051/1/3/ probably is the best source of 
information on where dieback is present, but it should not be 
assumed that where there is no dieback on the atlas that it is not 
present.

BAWA Excursions Committee

Dieback and birdwatching
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Important note re campouts
Members anticipating attending campouts must notify the BAWA Office (9383 7749) of the number in their party and when they will 

arrive. If you are unsure, put your name down as you can always cancel.
An emergency contact number should also be provided in case of accident.

New members
Please let the leaders know that you are a new member and don’t hesitate to ask for assistance with bird sightings.

Saturday 3 September: Piesse Brook, 
Kalamunda 
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am at the junction of 
Hummerston Road and Schipp Road 
at the southern end of Kalamunda 
National Park. Take Mundaring Weir 
Road from Kalamunda, and turn left 
into Hummerston Road. We should see 
Golden and Rufous Whistlers, birds of 
prey and other bushbirds in a lovely 
valley.
For members and guests only.

Leader: Stella Stewart-Wynne

Saturday 10 and Sunday 11 September: 
Rottnest Island bushbird count
This will be the second comprehensive 
survey of the island’s bushbird 
population. We are particularly trying 
to establish the population size and 
distribution of Golden Whistler and Red-
capped Robin; both species are used as 
indicators for the health of the reforested 
and remnant sites. By doing this work 
during the breeding season we should 
have a better chance of detecting these 
birds, as they should be calling.
Twenty people will be needed for this 
count. The accommodation is free at 
the Research Station but you need to 
contribute to the cost of one of the 
vehicles plus incidental costs. The 
accommodation offers cooking facilities, 
refrigerators and bathrooms. You need 
to bring your own food or buy it on 
arrival. Transport around the island will 
be provided and the Research Station 
is easily accessible by bus or foot. Ferry 
fares are heavily subsidised.
This is always a fun weekend. If you are 
interested in attending please register 
your name and contact details at the 
office.
For members only.

Leader: Sue Mather

Sunday 11 September: Bakers Hill Zoo 
Reserve, Northam Shire 
Full day excursion
Meet at 8:15 am at the corner of 
Berrybrow Rd and Colongine Rd, Bakers 
Hill. For people coming from Perth turn 
right onto Berrybrow Rd from Great 
Eastern Hwy in the Bakers Hill townsite, 
just as you enter the townsite.

This is a property of 820 acres of 
bushland which has been left to the 
Perth Zoo, and they would like surveys 
carried out. Please bring any radios and 
GPS units.
For members and guests only.

Leaders: Cheryl and Alan Warburton

Thursday 15 September: Alan Anderson 
Park, Darling Range, Walliston 
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the car park near Alan 
Anderson Park between Lawnbrook and 
Pomeroy Roads, Walliston. It is easily 
accessed from Welshpool Road. This is 
a two-hour walk on fairly level terrain, 
covering 34 ha. Sixty-four species of 
birds have been counted here.
For members and the general public.

Leader: Michael Hancock

Saturday 17 September: Lake 
Joondalup 
Photo Group afternoon activity
Meet at Neil Hawkins Park at 3.30 pm 
at the end of Boas Ave. This is a chance 
to see the numerous waterbirds there 
with the sun at your back. Reasonably 
confiding corellas and Australian 
Ringnecks at the park itself provide 
the opportunity to concentrate on 
photography, without worrying too 
much about stalking the bird. There will 
probably be no topic for discussion after 
the walk because it will be getting dark.
Any member or guest interested in bird 
photography is welcome.

Leader: Maris Lauva: latvian_maris@
hotmail.com

Sunday 18 September: Serpentine 
National Park 
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the junction of the 
South West Highway and Falls Road (the 
turnoff to Serpentine Falls). We will walk 
along a ridge overlooking Serpentine 
Falls and have views across the plain to 
the ocean. The bush in this area has both 
Marri and Wandoo and usually yields a 
good number of bird species.
For those who wish to extend the day, 
bring your lunch and we can explore 
Webb’s Lease near Jarrahdale.
For members and the general public.

Leader: Sue Abbotts

Monday 19 September: Paganoni 
Swamp, Karnup 
Half or full day excursion
Meet at 8.30 am on Paganoni Road at the 
Mandurah Road end, near the rail bridge 
and rail gate.
Access is via Mandurah Road onto 
Paganoni Road or the new Kwinana 
Freeway extension onto Paganoni Road. 
Parking is along Paganoni Road.
We will be walking approximately 3 
km through threatened woodlands 
where Western Yellow Robins and Grey 
Currawongs among many others have 
been seen in this area of diverse habitats.
For members and the general public.

Leader: Mary Vaughan (9529 3285)

Saturday 24 September: Forrestdale 
Lake 
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am at Moore Street car park. 
From Perth, drive down the freeway, 
turning left into Armadale Road. 
Continue on across Nicholson Road, 
then just over 1 km along turn right into 
Weld Street, then second left into Loftus 
Street, and then right into Moore Street. 
There should be plenty of waterbirds, 
bushbirds and possibly some raptors. 
The wildflowers should be good, too.
Bring morning tea, telescopes if you 
have them and rubber boots, as it will be 
muddy.
For members and guests only.

Leader: David James

Monday 26 September: Bold Park Eco 
Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat 
Meeting, 7:30 pm
Alan Collins will give a talk entitled, 
“Ocean wanderings: a tale of penguins, 
petrels and pirates”.
Note: Monday 26 September is not 
a long weekend this year in Western 
Australia because of scheduling for 
CHOGM (Commonwealth Heads of 
Government Meeting).

Saturday 1 October: Bootine Road 
Nature Reserve, Gingin 
Full day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the Bootine Road 
Nature Reserve. The Bootine Road 

Coming events, ctd
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turnoff from the Brand Highway is 
well sign-posted, about 100 km north 
of Perth, and is virtually opposite the 
Boonanarring Road turnoff. Travel 8.4 
km along Bootine Road to reach the 
nature reserve and park in the cleared 
limestone area (near the first gate) on 
the right hand side of the road before 
crossing the creek.
This reserve has supported up to four 
species of fairy-wrens. The outing 
should provide a reasonably good 
selection of bushbirds, as well as some 
experience in separating fairy-wrens of 
the chestnut-shouldered group.
Because of the popularity of this 
reserve for viewing fairy-wrens and the 
possibility of interfering with breeding, 
please do not use play back to lure 
the birds nearer. It is preferable to use 
recordings to learn the calls of expected 
birds and to check your memory after 
hearing them.
Bring lunch, lots of water, and long 
pants or gaiters to protect against snakes 
and grass seeds.
For members and guests only.

Leaders: John and Judy Blyth

Saturday 8 and/or Sunday 9 October: 
Albany Pelagic
Meet at Emu Point Boat Harbour, 
Albany, at 6:45 am for a 7:00 am 
departure. We will travel off-shore to the 
edge of the shelf looking for albatross, 
petrels and shearwaters and return at 
around 4:00 pm.
There is a limit of 18 people for the boat 
and if we get enough people we will run 
trips on both days. The cost will depend 
on the number of people: $150 if there 
are 18 people and $180 if there are 15 
people. Bring your binoculars, camera 
and lunch.
Book by contacting Alan Collins on 
alaninoz@iinet.net.au  or 9291 4219. You 
can choose to join the boat for one day or 
both days. The price is per day.

Saturday 8 October: Flynn Road, 
Mundaring 
Half/full day excursion
Meet at 9:00 am at the corner of Flynn 
Road and Great Eastern Highway, about 
10 km past Sawyers Valley or 1 km on 
the Perth side of The Lakes (the York 
turnoff). We will look at several areas of 
Wandoo woodland, where three species 
of robin are often seen, and sometimes a 
Crested Shrike-tit. Wear Wellingtons or 
other boots as we shall cross water. Bring 
morning tea that you can carry. Bring 
lunch if you would like to continue with 
us at a further area nearby.

For members and guests only.
Leader: Charles Merriam

Sunday 16 October: Bungendore Park, 
Bedfordale 
Half day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the car park for 
Bungendore Park on Admiral Road. 
From Albany Highway, turn right into 
Admiral Road and follow this to the car 
park on the right which is approximately 
1 km from Albany Highway.
There is a good variety of bushbirds 
including some not often seen near 
Perth such as Western Yellow Robin and 
Rufous Treecreeper. Bungendore Park 
is part of the Araluen-Wungong IBA for 
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo and Baudin’s 
Black-Cockatoo.
For members and the general public.

Leader: Steve Burns

Sunday 16 October: Wellard Wetlands, 
Baldivis 
Night walk
Meet at 6:45 pm at the entrance to 
Wellard Wetlands on the northern side of 
Bertenshaw Road, 1 km from St Albans 
Road. Coming from Perth, turn left off 
the Freeway into Mundijong Road, then 
right into St Albans Road and right into 
Bertenshaw Road. We will look for night 
birds, including the chance of Southern 
Boobook, Tawny Frogmouth and 
possibly Barn Owl. Bring a small torch.
For members and guests only.

Leader: John Graff

Thursday 20 October: North Lake, 
North Lake 
Half day excursion
Meet at 9.00 am at the car park near the 
north end of Progress Drive. Coming 
from Perth on the Kwinana Freeway, 
take the Farrington Road exit going right 
towards Fremantle. Coming from the 
south, take the South Street exit going 
left towards Fremantle, turn left into 
Murdoch Drive and right into Farrington 

Road. Progress Drive is the first left after 
the lights at Bibra Drive. Over 90 species 
have been recorded from this reserve.
For members and the general public.

Leader: To be advised

Saturday 22 October: Dell Forest, 
Kalamunda 
Half day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at Dell Forest, just off 
Mundaring Road, 9 km from Kalamunda 
along Mundaring Weir Road. Park in the 
picnic area on the left hand side of the 
road, just after the Dell Forest sign. This 
area has been surveyed since 1987, and is 
predominately jarrah forest with stands 
of wandoo along the gully. Over 70 
species have been recorded in the area, 
including Emu, Painted Button-quail, 
and many of the south-west endemics. 
The excursion will finish about 1:00 pm, 
so bring lunch if you wish.
For members and guests only.

Leader: Sean Van Alphen

Sunday 23 October: Serpentine 
National Park 
Photo Group morning activity
Meet at 8:00 am at the junction of the 
South West Highway and Falls Road (the 
turnoff to Serpentine Falls). We will walk 
along a ridge overlooking Serpentine 
Falls and have views across the plain to 
the ocean. The bush in this area has both 
Marri and Wandoo and usually yields a 
good number of bird species.
Anyone is welcome to attend. If there is a 
particular aspect of photography you are 
interested in contact the leader prior to 
the date. If time permits we will return 
to Perth via back roads and Jarrahdale.

Leader: Maris Lauva. latvian_maris@
hotmail.com

Monday, 24 October: Bold Park Eco 
Centre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat 
Meeting, 7:30 pm
Piers Higgs will give a talk entitled, 
“Update on Carnabys website”.

Friday 28 to Sunday 30 October: Stirling 
Ranges Campout
The campout will be based at the Stirling 
Ranges Retreat (Caravan Park) on 
Chester Pass Road, which has a range of 
chalets and camping facilities.
There are always wildflowers here and 
it is well-known for its rich diversity 
of flora and fauna. The area has a long 
bird list and at this time of year there 
should be many birds breeding. Western 
Whipbird, Western Yellow Robin, 
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Singing Honeyeater, Bull Creek 
(see Excursions, page 31).
Photo: Kallam McDougall
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Rufous Treecreeper, Elegant and Regent 
Parrots and Crested Shrike-tit have 
been seen. We will go spotlighting one 
night and have a BBQ on another night. 
There are many different habitats in 
and adjacent to the ranges. The Stirling 
Ranges are an IBA site for Carnaby’s 
Black-Cockatoo, Western Whipbird and 
other bushbirds.
Book your own accommodation (9827 
9229) as soon as possible as this is a 
popular area and the numbers will be 
limited. Also please call the BAWA office 
on 9383 7749 to put your name on the 
list.
For members and guests only.

Leader: Sue Abbotts

Friday 28 to Sunday 30 October: 
Australasian Bittern Survey Campout, 
Manjimup
Volunteers are required for a weekend 
survey for Australasian Bittern and Little 
Bittern at the Muir-Unicup wetlands 
(near Manjimup) to be undertaken in 
conjunction with DEC staff. Surveys 
will be undertaken on the Friday and 
Saturday evenings starting near sunset 
and finishing approximately 2 hours 
after sunset. A survey on the Saturday 
morning may also be conducted. 
Volunteers must have good hearing 
and good mobility for these night-time 
surveys.
Participants will be able to stay at the 
Unicup Hall, Unicup Road, either inside 
the hall itself or in tents or caravans 
outside. The hall is equipped with a 
kitchen and toilets and has recently had 
a shower installed.
The Muir-Unicup wetlands are an IBA 
site for Australasian Bittern.
For further details and to register contact 
Peter Taylor (goodoldpete@westnet.com.
au) or telephone 9772 4788 and mobile 
0428 345 245.

Saturday 29 October to Sunday 
13 November: 
Little Bittern Blitz
After the success of the 2009 Little Bittern 
Blitz, we are again looking for volunteers 
to survey a rushy/reedy wetland near 
them in the South West (Yanchep to 
Cape Arid) or Kimberley regions on a 
night of your choice between 6:30 pm to 
7:30 pm.
For further details and to register contact 
Robyn Pickering (pickyang@smartchat.
net.au) or telephone 9312 1671.

Sunday 30 October: Northam Weir and 
Meenar Reserve, Northam 
Full day excursion
Meet at Bernard Park car park on 
Minson Avenue in Northam at 8.30 am. 
From the Great Eastern Highway turn 
right into Mitchell Avenue (Northam 
town site turnoff) and follow this to the 
T-junction at Newcastle Road. Turn right 
into Newcastle Road and then left into 
Fitzgerald Street. Turn left into Grey 
Street and right into Minson Avenue and 
go to the large car park where there are 
toilets and a playground.
We will join the Wheatbelt Avon Branch 
for this excursion to the Northam Weir 
which is famed for its Mute Swans. The 
group will then go to Meenar Reserve 
for lunch and after lunch there will 
be a walk at Burlong Pool. There will 
be a good variety of waterbirds and 
bushbirds.
For members and guests only.

Leader: Clinton Richter

Friday 4 to Sunday 6 November: 
Australasian Bittern Survey Campout, 
Albany
Volunteers are required for a weekend 
survey for Australasian Bittern and Little 
Bittern at south coastal wetlands near 
Albany to be undertaken in conjunction 
with DEC staff. Surveys will be done 
on the Friday and Saturday evenings 
starting near sunset and finishing 
approximately 2 hours after sunset. A 
survey on the Saturday morning may 
also be conducted. Volunteers must have 
good hearing and good mobility for 
these night-time surveys.
Participants can stay at the Two Peoples 
Bay research quarters, either inside 
the house itself or in tents or caravans 
outside for a nominal fee. The house 
is equipped with a kitchen, toilets and 
showers. The number of participants 
will be limited due to availability of 
accommodation so please contact Robyn 
early to register.
We will be conducting surveys in the 
Two Peoples Bay and Mount Many 
Peaks IBA and the Lake Pleasant View 
IBA sites which are both Australasian 
Bittern IBA sites.
For further details and to register contact 
Robyn Pickering (pickyang@smartchat.
net.au) or telephone 9312 1671.

Sunday 6 November: Collins Road, 
Brookton Highway 
Half day excursion
Meet at 9:00 am on Collins Road. Park 
on the left hand side of Collins Road 
about 1 km from Brookton Highway. 

The Collins Road turnoff is about 50 km 
from the junction of Brookton Highway 
and Canning Road, on the right hand 
side coming from Perth. If you reach 
the turnoff to Beverley you have gone 
too far! We will walk through this area 
of Wandoo woodland where 61 species 
have been recorded, including Blue-
breasted Fairy-wren and Crested Shrike-
tit.
For members and guests only.

Leader: Michael Brooker

Saturday 12 November: Bungendore 
Park, Bedfordale 
Photo Group morning activity
Meet at 8:00 am at the car park for 
Bungendore Park on Admiral Road. 
From Albany Highway, turn right into 
Admiral Road and follow this to the car 
park on the right which is approximately 
1 km from Albany Highway. 
Bungendore Park is part of the Araluen-
Wungong IBA for Carnaby’s Black-
Cockatoo and Baudin’s Black-Cockatoo.
Anyone is welcome to attend. If there is 
a particular aspect of photography you 
are interested in contact the leader prior 
to the date.

Leader: Maris Lauva. latvian_maris@
hotmail.com

Sunday 13 November: Yenyening 
Lakes, Beverley 
Full day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am at the Yenyening Lakes 
Road turn off from Great Southern 
Highway between Beverley and 
Brookton. This is a new excursion to an 
area within dryland country. Birds that 
may be present include Mulga Parrot, 
White-winged Fairy-wren, Chestnut-
rumped Thornbill and Spiny-cheeked 
Honeyeater.
Bring lunch and drinks as there are no 
facilities at the lake. Bring your telescope 
if you have one.
For members and guests only.

Leader: Max Howard

Thursday 17 November: Star Swamp, 
North Beach, Stirling 
Half day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park at the 
end of Mary Street, Waterman. To get 
there, turn off West Coast Highway at 
Mary Street, and drive to the car park. 
Alternatively, from Marmion Avenue, 
turn left into Beach Road, left into Ethel 
Street, and then left into Mary Street.
Species that may be found here include 
Variegated Fairy-wren, White-winged 
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Fairy-wren, Southern Boobook and 
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo. Star Swamp 
is part of the Northern Swan Coastal 
Plain IBA for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo 
and has Tuart and Banksia woodland 
and heath. A variety of raptors and 
bushbirds can be seen. Over 70 species of 
birds have been recorded here.
For members and the general public.

Leader: Michael Hancock

Sunday 20 November: Thomson’s Lake, 
Cockburn 
Half day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park on 
Russell Road. From the Kwinana 
Freeway turn west into Russell Road, 
continue approximately 3 km to the car 
park on the right. If you reach Pearse 
Road you have gone too far. There are 
a good variety of bushbirds, waterbirds 
and perhaps a few waders.  Bring your 
scope if you have one and rubber boots 
or old sneakers as it will be muddy.

For members and the general public.
Leader: Robyn Pickering

Saturday 26 November: Harrisdale 
Reserve (Jandakot Regional Park), 
Harrisdale (formerly Forrestdale) 
Half day excursion
Meet at 7.00 am at the swing gate 
opposite Carey Baptist College on 
Wright Road, Harrisdale. Use a recent 
directory as many roads have been 
changed in the area because of new 
housing developments.  There is more 
space for parking along Reilly Road on 
the south west side of Carey College 
than on Wright Road.
This reserve has good tracks throughout 
with varied vegetation including 
wetland areas which may have some 
water in them if we get enough winter 
rain. Many bushbirds have been seen 
including Scarlet Robin, Splendid 
Fairy-wren, Western Spinebill, White-
browed Scrub-wren, Grey Shrike-thrush, 
Horsfield’s and Shining Bronze-Cuckoos, 
Red-capped Parrot and Red-tailed Black-
Cockatoo. Wetland species are also a 
possibility.
For members and guests only.

Leader: Debbie Walker

Monday, 28 November: Bold Park Eco 
Centre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat 
Meeting, 7:30 pm
Wayne Merritt will give a talk entitled, 
“Wave the waders goodbye 2011”.

Sunday 4 December: Alfred Cove, 
Melville 
Half day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park in Troy 
Park next to the Oval, off Burke Drive, 
Attadale. There should be migratory 
waders and waterbirds around the river, 
and there are always bushbirds in the 
Park. Bring your scope if you have one.
For members and guests only.

Leader: John Graff

Tuesday 6 December: Nairns, 
Mandurah 
Photo Group morning activity
Meet at 7:30 am at the end of John Street. 
From Pinjarra road turn south into Lakes 
Road (Wanjeep Street). Turn left into 
Beacham Street, left into Peel Parade and 
to the end of John Street. Nairns is part 
of the Peel-Harvey Estuary IBA for Fairy 
Tern, Blue-billed Duck and migratory 
waders.
Anyone is welcome to attend. If there is 
a particular aspect of photography you 
are interested in contact the leader prior 
to the date.

Leader: Maris Lauva latvian_maris@
hotmail.com

Saturday 10 December: Lake Goollelal, 
Kingsley 
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the car park on 
Woodlake Retreat. From the junction of 
Wanneroo Road and Hepburn Avenue, 
travel north on Wanneroo Road to the 
first set of traffic lights and turn left into 
Woodlake Retreat. The car park is 50 m 
from the turn off.
This lake has been neglected from a bird 
walks point of view but it now has a 
reasonable path all around it, and offers 
a good selection of bushbirds as well as 
the waterbirds. It is part of the Northern 
Swan Coastal Plain IBA for Carnaby’s 
Black-Cockatoo. Bring your scope if you 
have one.
For members and the general public.

Leader: Clive Nealon

Saturday 10 to Sunday 11 December: 
Twitchathon
For further details look for the notice 
in this edition of Western Australian Bird 
Notes.

Sunday 11 December: BAWA Christmas 
barbecue
The annual Christmas barbecue this year 
will be held as usual, at Peregrine House, 
at about 6:00 pm, on the lawn at the rear 
of the building. Bring your own food 
and drink, and chairs if possible.
The Twitchathon will finish at the 
barbecue and winners of the various 
categories will be announced.
All members welcome.

Sunday 18 December: Lake McLarty, 
Murray 
Full day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the gate into Lake 
McLarty Reserve. Travel on the Perth-
Bunbury Highway past Pinjarra Road, 
turning right into Mills Road and 
continue for approximately 1.7 km until 
you see the white gate on the right. Take 
your lunch, sun hat, insect repellant, 
water and telescopes. Wear rubber boots 
or old shoes as it will be muddy.

Lake McLarty is an IBA site for 
migratory waders so there should be 
a variety of waders at the lake, as well 
as many waterbirds and bushbirds. 
Note: this excursion may be moved to 
an alternative venue if water levels are 
unsuitable.
For members and guests only.

Leaders: John Graff jgraff2@hotmail.com

NOTE: There is no meeting in December.

Saturday 31 December: Wellard 
Wetlands, Baldivis 
Half day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the entrance to 
Wellard Wetlands on the northern side of 
Bertenshaw Road, 1 km from St Albans 
Road. Coming from Perth, turn left off 
the Kwinana Freeway into Mundijong 
Road, then right into St Albans Road 
and right into Bertenshaw Road. There 
should be plenty of bushbirds and 
waterbirds here, as well as several 
species of raptors. Over 120 bird species 
have been recorded at this reserve.
For members and guests only.

Leader: Charles Merriam
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Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike.
Drawing: Pam Free
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Sat 3 Sep: Piesse Brook, Kalamunda: Half-day excursion
Sat 10 and Sun 11 Sep: Rottnest Island bushbird count
Sun 11 Sep: Bakers Hill Zoo Reserve, Northam Shire: Full day 

excursion
Thu 15 Sep: Alan Anderson Park, Darling Range, Walliston: Half-

day excursion
Sat 17 Sep: Lake Joondalup: Photo Group afternoon activity
Sun 18 Sep: Serpentine National Park: Half-day excursion
Mon 19 Sep: Paganoni Swamp, Karnup: Half or full day excursion
Sat 24 Sep: Forrestdale Lake: Half-day excursion
Mon 26 Sep: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat: 

Meeting, 7:30 pm
Sat 1 Oct: Bootine Road Nature Reserve, Gingin: Full day excursion
Sat 8 and/or Sun 9 Oct: Albany Pelagic
Sat 8 Oct: Flynn Road, Mundaring: Half/full day excursion
Sun 16 Oct: Bungendore Park, Bedfordale: Half day excursion
Sun 16 Oct: Wellard Wetlands, Baldivis: Night walk
Thu 20 Oct: North Lake, North Lake: Half day excursion
Sat 22 Oct: Dell Forest, Kalamunda: Half day excursion
Sun 23 Oct: Serpentine National Park: Photo group morning 

activity
Mon, 24 Oct: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat: 

Meeting, 7:30 pm
Fri 28 to Sun 30 Oct: Stirling Ranges Campout
Fri 28 to Sun 30 Oct: Australasian Bittern Survey Campout, 

Manjimup
Sat 29 Oct to Sun 13 Nov: Little Bittern Blitz
Sun 30 Oct: Northam Weir and Meenar Reserve, Northam: Full day 

excursion
Fri 4 to Sun 6 Nov: Australasian Bittern Survey Campout, Albany
Sun 6 Nov: Collins Road, Brookton Highway: Half day excursion
Sat 12 Nov: Bungendore Park, Bedfordale: Photo Group morning 

activity
Sun 13 Nov: Yenyening Lakes, Beverley: Full day excursion
Thu 17 Nov: Star Swamp, North Beach, Stirling: Half day excursion
Sun 20 Nov: Thomson’s Lake, Cockburn: Half day excursion
Sat 26 Nov: Harrisdale Reserve, (Jandakot Regional Park), 

Harrisdale (formerly Forrestdale): Half day excursion
Mon, 28 Nov: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat: 

Meeting, 7:30 pm
Sun 4 Dec: Alfred Cove, Melville: Half day excursion
Tue 6 Dec: Nairns, Mandurah: Photo Group morning activity
Sat 10 Dec: Lake Goollelal, Kingsley: Half-day excursion
Sat 10 to Sun 11 Dec: Twitchathon
Sun 11 Dec: BAWA Christmas barbecue
Sun 18 Dec: Lake McLarty, Murray: Full day excursion
NOTE: There is no meeting in Dec.
Sat 31 Dec: Wellard Wetlands, Baldivis: Half day excursion

Advertising Rates
1/4 page:  $35.00
1/2 page:  $55.00

Full page:  $100.00

This section gives members an avenue to advertise for voluntary assistance with projects, surveys, initiatives, office.
•	 Atlas — surveys for this are continuing — contact Cheryl 

Gole Tel 9293 4958, e-mail cgole@westnet.com.au
•	 Monthly meeting speakers — contact Wayne Merritt Tel 

9405 4774, mob 0411 591 547
•	 Excursion leaders — contact Sue Abbotts Tel 9444 1607, 

e-mail suechat@bigpond.net.au 
•	 Office volunteer — contact Beryl Walker Tel 9397 6887, 

e-mail bemwalk@hotmail.com

•	 Fundraising — contact Bruce Haynes Tel 9384 7426, 
e-mail b.haynes@pesa.org.au

•	 Carnaby’s nest site monitoring — volunteers needed in 
Sep, Oct and Nov — contact Ruth Greble, e-mail 
rugreble@iinet.net.au

•	 Card sales — contact Beryl Walker Tel 9397 6887, 
e-mail bemwalk@hotmail.com

Calendar of events
Birds Australia Western Australia

Office: Peregrine House
167 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat WA 6014

Hours: Monday-Friday  9:30 am to 12.30 pm
Telephone: (08) 9383 7749
Facsimile: (08) 9387 8412
E-mail: mail@birdswa.com.au
Birds Australia WA web page:  birdsaustralia.com.au/wa
Chair: Suzanne Mather
 Tel: (08) 9389 6416
 E-mail:  suzannemather@bigpond.com
Joint Editors: Allan Burbidge
 Tel: (08) 9405 5109 (w)
 Tel/Fax: (08) 9306 1642 (h)
 Fax: (08) 9306 1641 (w)
 E-mail: allanb99@bigpond.net.au
 Suzanne Mather
 Tel: (08) 9389 6416
 E-mail: suzannemather@bigpond.com
Production: Margaret Philippson
Printing and distribution: Daniels Printing Craftsmen
 Tel: (08) 9204 6800  danielspc.com.au

Notes for Contributors
The Editors request contributors to note:
• WABN publishes material of interest to the WA Group;
• contributions should be written or typed with double 

spacing—a copy on disk or emailed would assist, especially if in 
MSWord as a document without styles; do not embed pictures 
or graphics in MS Word;

• contributions to be sent direct to the Editors, either at the office 
or by email:

 Sue Mather:  suzannemather@bigpond.com
 Allan Burbidge:  allanb99@bigpond.net.au
• WABN uses Birds Australia recommended English names;
• except for Observations, contributions will be published unless 

the contributor is informed to the contrary.
• Full Editorial Policy is stated in WABN 74:10-12

Printing Deadlines (at the BAWA Office)
December 2011 issue: 1 November

March 2012 issue: 1 February
June 2012 issue: 1 May

September 2012 issue: 1 August

Opportunities for volunteers
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BAWA members in the field

Bull Creek wetlands (see Excursions, page 31).
Photos: Kallam McDougall

Viewing the captive Stick Nest Rats.Tending the Stick Nest Rats.

A foggy start .Photographers Michael Morcombe and David Secomb, taking 
photos not of each other but of tiny birds about a metre away 

from them.

Lake Towerrinning campout (see Excursions, page 31).
Photos: Pam Agar

Mammal enclosure.

Sue Keogh with eager, young 
birdwatchers at Bull Creek.

Campout at Mt Gibson Sanctuary (see Excursions, page 31).
All photos: Jennifer Sumpton

“Is this the bird we saw?” 
Sue Mather with Daniel.
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Striated Pardalote, Eyre Bird Observatory (see report, page 34).
Photo: Nick and Rachel Hill

A determined effort: Black-winged Stilt chicks, 
Lake Claremont 

(see Members’ contributions, page 21).
Photo: Dusty Millar

Red-capped Parrot, Bull Creek 
(see report, page 31).

Photo: Kallam McDougall

Figure 1. Location 
of Soldiers Cove, 

Mandurah.
SSM = standard 

survey mark.
(See Members’ 

contributions, 
page 22)


