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WATERBIRD DIVERSITY OF NORTH
KOGOLUP LAKE (KOGOLUP SWAMP):
SURVEYS 2006-2011
“very high” species diversity using equivalent methodology,
as would Herdsman Lake.

The northern lake of the Kogolup Lake complex, also
known as Kogolup Swamp, is notable within the Beeliar
wetland chain for several reasons. Firstly, it is normally one
of the later-drying seasonal lakes within the Beeliar system,
with its rich mud and flooded grass margins providing
excellent summer habitat for crakes and freshwater
waders. Secondly, it is densely and comparatively diversely
vegetated, with areas of Typha,
Baumea, Bolboschoenus, Melaleuca,
Tuart woodland and flooded couch
scattered around the margins of the
12.5 hectare lake. Thirdly, previous
waterbird surveys (Storey et al.
1993; Bancroft and Bamford 2009)
have identified its particularly high
species richness, which is likely to
reflect both its habitat diversity and
a similar richness of food sources
such as aquatic invertebrates and
vegetation.

Comparison of our Kogolup data to the 1990-1992
Scopewest survey results (Storey et al. 1993) suggests some
changes in abundance may have occurred. Although that
study combined the two Kogolup lakes as one site, making
direct comparison difficult, it appears the following species
may possibly have decreased in
abundance at Kogolup: Australian
Shelduck (mean count 66.38 from
four annual Scopewest surveys AprJul-Oct-Jan), Pink-eared Duck (70.13),
Australasian Darter (1.38), Little
Black Cormorant (4.75), Eurasian
Coot (73.5), Black-fronted Dotterel
(5.63), Red-necked Stint (7.88), and
Long-toed Stint (1.63). The following
species appear to have increased
in abundance or frequency since
the Scopewest surveys: Australian
Pectoral Sandpipers at Kogolup Lake.
White Ibis (4.5), Swamp Harrier (0.38),
A total of 44 semi-regular waterbird
Photo: Martin Cake
and Purple Swamphen (15.00). The
surveys conducted at North
following species were not recorded
Kogolup Lake by the authors over
in the Scopewest surveys but are now regular, thus have
the period July 2006 to February 2011 confirm the high
possibly increased in abundance (depending on Scopewest
conservation value of the lake, in particular its high species
methodology): Spotless Crake, Australian Spotted Crake,
diversity. Surveys were conducted approximately monthly
Buff-banded Rail and Little Grassbird. Kogolup Lake is
by each observer independently, beginning June-July and
now well known as a reliable site for viewing crake species
continuing until the lake dried, with an increased survey
in summer (Singor 2004), although Baillon’s Crakes are
frequency over the spring to early summer period. Over
probably more common at South Kogolup Lake, which has
this period, 56 species (Table 1, see page 4) were observed
unfortunately become progressively overgrown with Typha
of those recognised as ‘waterbirds’ in comparable surveys
in recent years.
such as the Scopewest study (Storey et al. 1993); 43 of these
species were observed in more than one season.
Shorebird (wader) species were small in number but
relatively diverse, including some of the lower abundance,
The ‘Scopewest’ study (Storey et al. 1993) ranked Kogolup
freshwater migratory species such as Wood, Marsh and
(north and south lakes combined) seventh for total species
Pectoral Sandpiper. The presence of 17 Wood Sandpipers in
(39 species from eight surveys), and fifth for mean species
March 2010 represents a significant aggregation for a small
per survey (21.1), out of 255 wetlands across the greater
metropolitan wetland. Kogolup was named as an Area of
Swan Coastal Plain. Bancroft and Bamford (2009) ranked
Kogolup third for species richness (after Bibra and Yangebup National Importance in Watkins (1993), on the basis of a high
count of 60+ Wood Sandpipers (March 1991), representing
Lakes) amongst lakes surveyed within the Jandakot
1% of the estimated national flyway population of 6000.
groundwater zone. Our survey data suggests these studies
However, only a single Long-toed Stint was observed at
have underestimated the species richness of North Kogolup
Kogolup over the period, and it appears this species is
Lake, although the higher number of surveys in this study
no longer regular at the lake. However, the number and
would be expected to detect a higher number of species.
species mix of waders varied greatly from season to season,
Jaensch et al. (1988) used the threshold of >45 species
probably reflecting the number of waders in the south-west
(over four years of surveys) to define a “very high species
in general combined with the availability of water in other
number” per reserve; only nine reserves in the entire southsuitable wetlands. Interestingly, Common Sandpipers have
west region of WA met this criterion, including Thompsons
not been recorded despite their annual presence close by
(60 species), Forrestdale (63 species), McLarty (54 species)
along the more sandy southern shores of Yangebup Lake.
and Joondalup Lakes (51 species) within the greater Perth
The only breeding records in this survey period were
area. Although Jaensch et al. did not survey the Kogolup
incidental observations of nests or fluffy dependant
Lake complex (or Herdsman Lake), our data suggest North
broods of Purple Swamphen, Musk Duck, Blue-billed Duck,
Kogolup Lake alone would likely exceed this threshold for
Western Australian Bird Notes

3

Vol 138 June 2011

Table 1: Maximum counts, and species totals, of waterbird species by season at North Kogolup Lake.

Season
No. of surveys
Musk Duck
Black Swan
Australian Shelduck
Australian Wood Duck
Pink-eared Duck
Australasian Shoveler
Grey Teal
Chestnut Teal
Pacific Black Duck
Hardhead
Blue-billed Duck
Australasian Grebe
Hoary-headed Grebe
Australasian Darter
Little Pied Cormorant
Little Black Cormorant
Australian Pelican
Australian Little Bittern
White-necked Heron
Eastern Great Egret
Cattle Egret
White-faced Heron
Little Egret
Nankeen Night-Heron
Glossy Ibis
Australian White Ibis
Straw-necked Ibis
Yellow-billed Spoonbill
White-bellied Sea-Eagle
Swamp Harrier
Purple Swamphen
Buff-banded Rail
Baillon's Crake
Australian Spotted Crake
Spotless Crake
Dusky Moorhen
Eurasian Coot
Black-winged Stilt
Red-necked Avocet
Banded Stilt
Red-capped Plover
Black-fronted Dotterel
Red-kneed Dotterel
Masked Lapwing
Australian Painted Snipe
Little Curlew
Common Greenshank
Marsh Sandpiper
Wood Sandpiper
Red-necked Stint
Long-toed Stint
Pectoral Sandpiper
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper
Silver Gull
Australian Reed-Warbler
Little Grassbird
Waterbird species – year total
Waterbird species per survey - max.
Waterbird species per survey - mean

2006/07
3
22
23
8
160
3
1
2
1
1
4
15
4
1
50
2
2
52
3
1
p
p

2007/08
9
3
33
6
5
270
30
90
16
14
3
2
8
1
33
2
7
13
2
5
1
1
14
1
1
2
2
15
14
16
3
p
p

2008/09
11
6
15
6
2
8
30
150
59
390
15
4
36
18
3
4
9
41
2
3
12
3
6
2
81
7
1
19
45
1
2
2
31
8
p

2009/10
10
4
22
6
5
16
480
1
130
5
11
15
37
3
7
4
1a
7
2
19
10
17
40
11
10
1
2
190
2
10
11
2
3
130
107
5
14
17
2
1
6
4
17
7
1
24
16
13
4

2010/11
11
1
190
16
3
6
40
900
475
30
15
5
30
1
2
15
1a
1
15
25
8
39
13
29
1
2
98
3
3b
8b
20
180
1c
10
1
1
4
3
3
3
1
6
7

21
15
12.3

32
18
12.0

34
23
17.2

48
25
18.1

42
23
15.0

p = present (numbers not recorded); a records from Bittern Survey Scheme surveys;
b
A. Collins pers. comm.; c J Graff pers. comm.
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Australian Reed-Warbler and Black Swan. Records of juvenile
Spotless Crake and Swamp Harriers were suggestive of
breeding at Kogolup, though it is possible these were from
nearby Thomson’s Lake. We suspect that Swamp Harriers
breed at the lake; although a nest has not been located.
One or two Swamp Harriers were present in almost all
surveys. Evidence of Swamp Harrier breeding, as in most
reed-nesting birds, is extremely difficult to collect; Jaensch
et al. (1988) noted breeding of Swamp Harriers from only
two south-west wetland reserves. While the Department
of Conservation and Land Management (2005) stated that
Thomson’s Lake is the only remaining Perth metropolitan
wetland where Swamp Harriers still breed, we feel that this is
just a result of data availability and that Swamp Harriers are
also likely to breed in at least Kogolup Lake, Herdsman Lake
and Jandabup Lake within the Perth region.

flooded grass and reed beds for this species. Several records
of Gallinago snipes (Table 2) provide further evidence of the
lake’s suitability for snipe species.
The presence of the Australian Little Bittern is significant;
though the species is not currently listed as threatened in
WA, nationally, or globally, it is likely that it will be listed as
soon as Birdlife International and the IUCN accept the split
of Australian Little Bittern from Little Bittern. Although the
population has been variously estimated at 5000 breeding
birds or less than 7500 individuals (Garnett and Crowley
2000) or 10-25,000 individuals (Wetlands International
2006), national bittern surveys in 2008-2010 have never
recorded more than 38 individuals (Birds Australia 2009,
2010). These estimates show a small population and the
continued degradation and destruction of wetlands in the
south-west and east of Australia suggests the species would
be in decline. As such, sites where Australian Little Bitterns
are regularly recorded should be accorded conservation
significance.

Kogolup is notable for its diversity of raptors with Swamp
Harrier, Australian Hobby (1-2 birds) and Whistling Kite
(1-4 birds) apparently resident in the area, while the Little
Eagle, Wedge-tailed Eagle, Brown Goshawk, Collared
Sparrowhawk, Nankeen Kestrel and Black-shouldered Kite
are regular visitors. Up to 25 Nankeen Night-Herons roost
in the flooded Melaleuca teretifolia grove in the south-west
corner.

In summary, North Kogolup Lake is a fairly small, seasonal
lake but has a “very high” waterbird species diversity,
equivalent to larger Beeliar lakes more widely recognised
for their high conservation value. It remains an important
metropolitan site for low-abundance freshwater waders
covered by the JAMBA and CAMBA agreements, including
Wood Sandpiper, although numbers may be declining. The
lake appears to be a significant metropolitan site for the
Australian Little Bittern, Purple Swamphen, Swamp Harrier,
and crake and snipe species. Its importance for these and
other reed-dwelling/reed-nesting species is likely to become
even more important now that Forrestdale and Thomson’s
Lakes are drying earlier in summer. Our observations
demonstrate the very high conservation value of this lake,
and we urge the highest levels of protection (from habitat
degradation, urban encroachment, nutrient loading, and
water table disruption) that can be accorded to it as part of
the Beeliar Regional Park.

North Kogolup Lake has a reputation for attracting species
rare in the metropolitan area or the south-west, and
has featured regularly in the ‘Sightings’ page of Western
Australian Bird Notes over the last few decades (Table 2).
The site lived up to this reputation in November 2010 when
both a male Australian Painted Snipe (only the eighth record
for the south-west region) and a Little Curlew (very rare in
the south-west) were observed on the same day. The record
of an Australian Painted Snipe is significant, as the species
is listed globally as endangered (Birdlife International 2011)
and classified as ‘vulnerable’ in both WA and nationally.
Kogolup is one of very few late-drying lakes on the Swan
Coastal Plain with an appropriate mosaic habitat of shallow

Table 2: Unusual sightings (including high counts) from Kogolup Lake published in Western Australian Bird Notes

Australian Little Bittern
Australasian Bittern
Gallinago Snipe sp.
Latham’s Snipe
Black-fronted Dotterel
Long-toed Stint
Wood Sandpiper
Pectoral Sandpiper
Lesser Sand Plover
Little Ringed Plover
Cattle Egret
Red-necked Avocet
Black-tailed Godwit
Black-winged Stilt

3 (2 nests), Nov 1987 (Sightings, WABN 45, p. 2)*; 1, Jun 1989 (Sightings, WABN 53, p. 2)*
1 (calling), Dec 1988 (Sightings, WABN 49, p. 3)
1, Jan 1989 (Sightings, WABN 49, p. 3)
1 (netted), Feb 1993 (J. Hunt, WABN 65, pp. 1-2)
54 , Mar 1990 (Sightings, WABN 54, p. 2)
45, Mar 1991 (Sightings, WABN 58, p. 2); 1, Apr 1989 (Sightings, WABN 50, p. 3); 29, Jan 1991
(Sightings, WABN 57, p. 2); 3, Jan 1997 (Sightings, WABN 81, p. 3); 2, Feb 2001 (M. Singor,
WABN 109, p. 18)
60+, Mar 1991 (Sightings, WABN 58, p. 2)
2, Jan 1991 (Sightings, WABN 57, p. 2); 1, Feb 1992 (Sightings, WABN 63, p. 2); 3, Jan 1997
(Sightings, WABN 81, p. 3); 1+, Jan 2002 (L. Harris, WABN 101, p. 27)
1, Feb 1992 (Sightings, WABN 62, p. 2)
1, Feb 1992 (Sightings, WABN 63, p. 2)
2, Jan 1993 (Sightings, WABN 65, p. 2)
246, Feb 1997 (C. Davis, WABN 82, pp. 6-8)
6, Jun 1997 (Sightings, WABN 83, p. 3)*
>600, Feb 2001 (M. Singor, WABN 109, p. 18)

* specifically refers to North Kogolup Lake or Kogolup Swamp (although most of these records likely refer to the north lake).
Western Australian Bird Notes
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We concur with the comments of Buchanan and Buchanan
(2009) that after 25 years it would be extremely valuable for
DEC and BAWA to revisit the 1981-1985 waterbird surveys
documented by Jaensch et al. (1988), so that changes to
waterbird presence and abundance can be documented
on a wetland–by-wetland basis. Such a project would also
enable important wetlands such as Herdsman Lake and
Kogolup Lake, which were not Nature Reserves in 198588, to be compared with other wetlands of the south-west
region.

Department of Conservation and Land Management
(2005). ‘Thomsons Lake Nature Reserve Management
Plan 2005’. .(Department of Conservation and land
Management: Perth).
Garnett, S.T. and Crowley, G.M. (2000). ‘The Action Plan
for Australian Birds 2000’. (Environment Australia:
Canberra). Also available at http://www.environment.
gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/publications/action/
birds2000/index.html
Jaensch, R.P., Vervest R.M. and
Hewish, M.J. (1988). ‘Waterbirds
in Nature Reserves of SouthWestern Australia 1981-1985:
Reserve Accounts’. Royal
Australasian Ornithologists
Union Report No. 30. (RAOU:
Canning Bridge, WA).
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resolution images generally are used only for display on computer monitors
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When emailing photos, please send them separately and not embedded in
Word documents.
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Letters to the Editors
populations, although declining, are still in reasonable
numbers. However the example set by the Government in
trapping this parrot for no reason except for profit is wrong.
I only hope this horrible trade in our native wildlife will be
stopped and the Western Rosella given the long overdue
protection it deserves. (see photograph, page 44)

Dear Editors
Commercial trapping of Western Rosellas
Many years ago some shire councils paid a bounty on the
heads of Western Rosellas and other parrots. Western Rosellas
have been shot and trapped over a long period and it was not
till 1998 that rosellas were removed from the declared pest
list after a study showed that the rosella was not really guilty
of any crime. Western Rosellas have disappeared from a huge
part of their original range and their numbers continue to
collapse especially in the northern and eastern parts of their
range. The State Government has long supported a policy of
sustainable use of certain birds to be harvested by professional
trappers for use in the pet trade. According to the Department
of Environment and Conservation (DEC) the Western Rosella
represents a renewable resource and is harvested in the south
west where licenced trappers can still find enough birds to earn
part of their livelihood. A total of 500 birds can be harvested
per year but with the decline in Western Rosellas it has been
many years since quotas could be filled.

Ben Pearce
Editors’ note: See also Olsen, P. (2008). Trouble on the
western front. A call for an end to legal trapping of the
Western Rosella. Wingspan 18(2), 12-13.

Dear Editors
Brown Quails dreaming, fact or fiction
By way of reply to my article on the occurrence of the Brown
Quail around the Perth area from the time of early European
settlement in WABN 136 (Johnstone 2010), Robert Stranger
(Stranger 2011, in WABN 137) raises an objection to my
treatment of John Gilbert’s accounts and refers me to Serventy
and Whittell (1976) pages 181-182. My response to these
comments is as follows:

The aviculture industry has indicated many times that they
have enough aviary bred birds and the dumping of cheap
trapped birds on the market by the Government only brings
shame and embarrassment to the hobby. One bird dealer I
contacted said he refused to buy trapped birds because of
heavy losses due to wild birds crashing around the cages and
stressing. Past complaints from the public about injured and
wild birds he said are putting him in an awkward position with
animal welfare.

Stranger’s criticism of my treatment of Gilbert is that although
I admit to his being at least aware of the Brown Quail’s
presence in the south-west of Western Australia (including
the Perth area), I then conclude that the species did not, and
still does not occur there, ranging in fact north only as far as
Bunbury-Busselton. What I actually said was that Gilbert’s
notes almost certainly did not apply to the Brown Quail. The
Aboriginal name “moo-reete” was according to Gould from
the “southern lowlands of Western Australia”, i.e. more likely
from the Bunbury-Busselton region or perhaps based on the
“chew-chee-wit” call of the Stubble Quail. Gilbert did not
collect any Brown Quail in Western Australia and also did
not record the Stubble Quail, a species that was, and still is,
common in parts of the Perth region. It is also pertinent to note
here that Gilbert’s rival collector Dr A.L. Preiss did not collect
any Brown Quail in the Perth area despite extensive collecting
effort.

So why is the Government still allowing a declining bird
species to be trapped? This is a question no one seems to
have an answer for except to satisfy the greed of a few. As
early as 1963 well known and respected ornithologist Ray
Garstone wrote to the State Government asking for some
protection for the Western Rosellas because of his concerns
that their numbers would continue to decline. Unfortunately
his predications were never taken seriously and Western
Rosellas have continued to decline with many populations
becoming locally extinct. It appears to be gone from the shires
of Coorow, Dandaragan, Moora and Dalwallinu including
almost the whole central wheat belt. Even in large pristine
forests like the Mundaring Catchments area Western Rosellas
have declined for no apparent reason and there appear to be
no studies to find out what is going wrong. The Department
of Environment and Conservation has listed the inland
Western Rosella (Platycercus icterotis xanthogenys) as rare
and likely to become extinct and that is not hard to see as both
recognised subspecies have already become extinct from many
parts. There is no justification for the harvesting of a declining
species and by stopping the trapping the Western Australian
Government could demonstrate it values its wildlife. The
greatest tool we have for conservation is education and in an
era of mass extinction it is up to government conservation
departments to take the lead and set an example to industry
and local people that our birds are valued. I understand
Western Rosellas are only trapped in the south west where
Western Australian Bird Notes

The cited Serventy and Whittell reference raises some
interesting points. These authors state that “our knowledge of
the distribution of most of the species of quail is defective”
and further that this species “has never been satisfactorily
identified in the Perth area”, a statement which infers of
course that they did not accept any claims to the contrary by
Gilbert. The authors do, however, as Stranger points out, list
several localities close to Perth, i.e. Moora, Northam, York
and Harvey (nesting recorded by W.H. Mathews). The fact
that they used the term “reported” rather than “recorded”
indicates that they treated these as suspect or unconfirmed. In
both the compilation of the Storr-Johnstone Bird Data Bank,
and the preparation of the Handbook of Western Australian
Birds (Johnstone and Storr 1998), these historical “reports”
were carefully reviewed. The results of this investigation again
7
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detailed and lengthy, but I consider it is essential to “keep the
record straight”.

failed to provide conclusive evidence that this species had
ever been recorded from the Perth region or from the localities
mentioned above. A brief summary of the data for each is
given below.
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Jenkins, C. F. H. (1931). Birds of the Northam district, W.A.
Emu 31, 30-35.

Moora. The clutch of eggs from “Moora” that contained seven
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Northam. The note in Jenkins (1931) for the Northam district
that the Brown Quail “breeds in the district but is nomadic and
never common” is, as I point out in the previous note, almost
certainly based again on the Stubble Quail. The behaviour of
the Stubble Quail fits Jenkins’s description very well. Bear in
mind here, that Masters and Milhinch (1974) did not record
the Brown Quail in the Northam region during their almost 45
years of constant recording. If the species had occurred north
to Northam then it would no doubt have occurred in many of
the valleys and creeks in the northern Darling Range but this is
not the case and there are no records.

Sedgwick, E. (1973). Birds of the Harvey district. Western
Australian Naturalist 12, 131-139.
Serventy, D. L., and Whittell, H. M. (1976). 'Birds of Western
Australia.' (University of Western Australia Press: Perth.)
Stranger, R. H. (2011). Fact or fiction? Western Australian
Bird Notes 137, 7.
Ron Johnstone

York. There is a single egg of the Brown Quail in the Western
Australian Museum donated in 1897 by Mr T.S. Lodge of York
with no other details to indicate its provenance or location, and
this is possibly where Serventy and Whittell got that locality.
Harvey. The details of the report by W.H. Mathews of
breeding at Harvey, listed by Serventy and Whittell, are
unknown. What we do know, however, is that Wallace Harry
Mathews (1881-1950) was like Jenkins an entomologist, noted
for his studies on insects, mainly Neuroptera, particularly
localised lacewings. He published nothing on birds and did
not to our knowledge leave behind any notes concerning local
birdlife. Also noteworthy is the fact that Sedgwick (1973),
in his account of the birds of the Harvey district, listed only
the Stubble Quail and noted that this was the only quail
satisfactorily identified there.
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world for birding.

Summarising, it can be seen that conclusive, unambiguous,
evidence for the Brown Quail’s occurrence around the Perth
area in historic times is lacking. Serventy and Whittell appear
to have come to the same conclusion; they did however refer
to some adjacent areas (Moora, Northam, York and Harvey)
but referred to these as “reports” rather than “records”, thereby
inferring that they too considered these as not beyond doubt.
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Since distribution and breeding records are widely used as a
tool for research and conservation projects, it is essential that
such data are accurate. Time and again erroneous or mistaken
records have found their way into print, and once there, it is
exceptionally difficult to withdraw or correct them. To this
end, all of the well over two million records currently in the
Storr-Johnstone Bird Data Bank have been carefully vetted
with the process carried out “on merit” with none rejected
simply because they “did not fit the graph”. As such it is
considered that the distribution maps given in the handbook of
Western Australian Birds are correct. This response has been
Vol 138 June 2011

For sale $2100.
Tele 08 9438 3604
8

Western Australian Bird Notes

Observations
This list has been compiled by the
WA Rarities Committee. Metropolitan
suburbs or shires are in parentheses.
Please report interesting observations to
Alan Collins (9291 4219 or, preferably,
sightings@birdswa.com.au) or to the
BAWA office (9383 7749). Sightings are
included on the BAWA web site (http://
birdswa.org.au/sightings.htm) as soon
as possible, and the most interesting are
selected for inclusion in the next issue of
WABN.

but subsequent examination of the
photographs revealed it to be a
Semipalmated Plover (see photograph,
page 2) and will be only the fourth
record for Australia of this American
wader. At Broome the long staying
Semipalmated Plover was still in
residence at the sewage works.

Highlights

An autumn survey of Ashmore Reef
found a Yellow-browed Warbler on
West Island, a first for Australia, and
also a small group of Tree Sparrows,
a first for the reef. The boat trip to and
from the reef produced three sightings
of Jouanin’s Petrel and an Abbott’s
Booby.

Unquestionably the spectacle of the
period would have been the huge flock
of 45 000 White-winged Black Terns
at 80 Mile Beach. This is probably the
largest gathering of this species ever
seen in Australia and must have been an
incredible sight.
After a gap of eight months, the female
Northern Pintail (see photograph,
page 2) was again seen at Erskine
Lakes, presumably having returned
from its summer quarters; it remains
to be seen whether it stays the whole
winter on this small suburban lake. A
possible Asian Dowitcher was present
for just a morning at Alfred Cove; this
species is very rarely seen in Perth, so
it was a great shame it did not stay for
longer. Following an excellent summer
for Pectoral Sandpipers, up to 17
were present at Herdsman Lake during
February and March. Also at Herdsman
Lake was a flock of a dozen Common
Terns (see photograph), an uncommon
summer visitor to the coast but very
rare away from the coast and therefore
extremely unusual at this location.

Cyclone Carlos swept through the
Pilbara in February and in its aftermath
a Bridled Tern was seen at Yandi, over
250 km from the coast.

Christmas Island produced a trio
of rare raptors, with both Japanese
and Chinese Sparrowhawks and
an Oriental Honey Buzzard seen
on the Island. These two species of
sparrowhawk were also sighted on
the Cocos Islands where the female
Eurasian Teal continued to be seen and
the most exciting record was an Indian
Cuckoo, a new species for Australia.
METROPOLITAN (UBD Street
Directory)
Northern Pintail – 1 female 30/03/11
to 11/04/11, Erskine Lakes
(Erskine) – MN et al. (very rare in
Australia, presumed returning bird;
photographs)

The very dry summer may have been the
cause of an influx of Tawny-crowned
Honeyeaters into the metropolitan
area as well as the Spiny-cheeked
Honeyeater seen in Duncraig, the first
sighting of this species in Perth since
2005.

Spotted Nightjar
– 1, 21/02/11,
Whiteman Park
South (Whiteman) –
MW * 1, 11/03/11,
Burswood Golf
Course (Burswood)
– BR (rare in the
metropolitan area)

Reports of Spotted Nightjars from two
sites on the coastal plain are intriguing;
are these young birds prospecting new
territories or adults spending the winter
in the metropolitan area?

Royal Spoonbill – 2,
27/03/11, Murdoch
Road (Thornlie) – DJ
(rare in the south
west)

A plover at Hopetoun was initially
identified as a Little Ringed Plover,

Black Kite – 1, 05/03/11
to 01/04/11, ALCOA
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Wellard Wetlands (Baldivis) – MN
& DJ (very uncommon in the
metropolitan area, photograph)
Spotted Harrier – 1, 21/03/11,
Becher Point (Rockingham) – MB
(uncommon on the coastal plain)
Possible Asian Dowitcher – 1, 15/02/11,
Alfred Cove (Attadale) – MW (very
rare in the south west)
Pectoral Sandpiper – 17, 20/02/11,
Herdsman Lake (Herdsman) – JG et
al. (high count)
Common Tern – 12, 07/02/11, Maurice
Hamer Park, Herdsman Lake
(Herdsman) – DM (very rare away
from the coast, photograph)
Eastern Barn Owl – 15, 10/04/11,
Mundijong Road (Baldivis) – DJ
(high count)
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater – 1,
06/02/11, Elderslie Way (Duncraig)
– RP (rare in the metropolitan area)
SOUTH WEST (Shark Bay to
Cape Arid)
Fork-tailed Swift – 50+, 25/02/11,
Port Gregory (Northampton) – CN
* 40+, 23/04/11, Lake Monjingup
(Esperance) – PT (uncommon in
south west)
Semipalmated Plover – 1, 1819/02/11, Culham Inlet Hopetoun
(Ravensthorpe) – JT (4th record for
Australia if accepted by BARC;
photograph)

Common Tern, Herdsman Lake.
Photo: John Graff
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Ruff – 1, 19/02/11, Wilson Inlet
(Albany) – BR (scarce in south
west)
Sanderling – 100+, 29/01/11, Lancelin
Beach (Gingin) – MN et al. (high
count)
ARID ZONE
Stubble Quail – 1, 02/02/11, Camp
Beach (Barrow Island) – PC &
WM (1st record for Barrow Island;
photographs)
Black Bittern – 1, 04/04/11, Rocky
Pool (Carnarvon) – AG (very rarely
reported in the Gascoyne)
Bridled Tern – 1, 23/02/11, Yandi (East
Pilbara) – SF (very rare inland)
Inland Dotterel – 15+, 25/04/11, Austin
Downs Station (Cue) – MN et al.
(high count)
White-browed Woodswallow – 1,
03/04/11, Cue (Cue) – BG * 1,
24/04/11, Austin Downs Station
(Cue) – JG et al. (scarce visitor to
the Midwest)

Tree Sparrow – 4, 03-09/04/11, West
Island – RC (1st record for Ashmore
Reef)

CHRISTMAS ISLAND
Yellow Bittern – 1, 10/02/11, Casino
– RC * 1, 05/03/11, Casino – RB
(scarce vagrant to Christmas Island)
Cinnamon Bittern – 1, 10/02/11,
Casino – RC (3rd record for
Christmas Island and Australia)

Oriental Honey-Buzzard – 1, 02/03/11,
Settlement – LP (2nd record for
Christmas Island, 4th for Australia if
accepted by BARC; photographs)

Asian Brown Flycatcher – 1, 04/02/11,
West Island – RC (1st record for
Cocos Islands if accepted by
BARC)

Chinese Sparrowhawk – 1, 08/02/11,
Rubbish Tip – RC (1st record for
Christmas Island if accepted by
BARC)

Radjah Shelduck – 1, 12/03/11,
Broome Sewage Works – FO (south
of normal range)

COCOS ISLANDS

ASHMORE REEF
Jouanin’s Petrel – 1, 02/04/11, 1 on
03/04/11 and another on 11/04/11, at
sea between Broome and Ashmore
Reef – RC (rarely reported in
autumn)
Abbott’s Booby – 1, 03/04/11, at sea
between Broome and Ashmore Reef
– RC (rarely reported away from
Christmas Island)

Eurasian Teal – 1, present to at least
18/03/11, West Island – RC et al.
(long staying bird first reported on
10/12/10, 1st record for Australia if
accepted by BARC)
Yellow Bittern – 2, 06/02/11, Bechat
Besar, West Island – RC (2nd record
for Cocos Islands if accepted by
BARC)
Black Bittern – 1, 06/02/11, Bechat
Besar, West Island – RC (2nd record
for Cocos Islands)
Chinese Pond-Heron – 1, 17/03/11,
West Island – RB (2nd record
for Cocos Islands if accepted by
BARC)

YELLOW-BROWED WARBLER – 1,
05-06/04/11, West Island – RC (1st
record for Australia if accepted by
BARC; photographs)

Chinese Sparrowhawk – 1, 05/02/11,
Horsburgh Island – RC * 1,
05/02/11, Home Island – RC (still
present, first reported in WABN
137)

PALLAS’S GRASSHOPPER
WARBLER – 1, 08/04/11, West
Island – RC (2nd record for Australia
if accepted by BARC)

Japanese Sparrowhawk – 2, 01/02/11,
Bechat Besar, West Island – RC
(still present, first reported in
WABN 137)
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Large Hawk-Cuckoo – 1, 07/02/11,
Home Island – RC * 1, 18/03/11,
Home Island – RB (possibly same
bird reported from Home Island in
WABN 137)
Blue-and-White Flycatcher – 1,
18/03/11, Home Island – RB (1st
record for Cocos Islands if accepted
by BARC)

KIMBERLEY

White-winged Black Tern – 45 000,
02/03/11, 80 Mile Beach (Broome)
– AWSG (record high count)

INDIAN CUCKOO – 1, 02/02/11, West
Island – RC (1st record for Australia
if accepted by BARC)

Malayan Night Heron – 1, 06/03/11,
Track near Settlement – RB (rarely
recorded vagrant)

Japanese Sparrowhawk – 1, 11/03/11,
Mine site near LB4 – RB (1st record
for Christmas Island if accepted by
BARC)

Semipalmated Plover – 1, 12/03/11,
Broome Sewage Works (Broome) –
FO (the long staying bird, first seen
in October 2009)

Asian Koel – 2, 06/02/11, Home Island
– RC (4th published record for
Cocos Islands)
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OBSERVERS
AG = Alan Galbraith
BG = Bruce Greatwich
BR = Bill Rutherford
CN = Clive Nealon
DJ = Darryl Jones
DM = Dusty Miller
FO = Frank O’Connor
JG = John Graff
JT = John Tucker
LP = Lisa Preston
MaC = Martin Cake
MB = Mike Bamford
MN = Mark Newman
MW = Michael Wood
PC = Paul Connolly
PT = Peter Taylor
RB = Richard Baxter
RC = Rohan Clarke
RP = Ryan Phillips
SF = Stewart Ford
WM = Wes Manson
AWSG = Australasian Wader Study
Group
BARC = Birds Australia Rarities
Committee

“The Poet’s Voice”.
Painting by Sue Kalab
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Birds Australia WA reports

CHAIR’S REPORT
With some trepidation I accepted the position of BAWA
Chair at the AGM in February. It is proving to be a busy
position as the organisation is involved in so many projects
and activities, so just a few will be mentioned.

BAWA annual general meeting, February 2011
Election of Executive Committee
Chair: Suzanne Mather who has fulfilled a number of
functions within BAWA over the last 12 years. Since
retirement from teaching she has deepened her knowledge
of birds by completing a Graduate Degree in Ornithology
at Charles Sturt University. She is passionate about the
conservation of Australia’s native birds and sees Birds
Australia as playing an important role in this.

Over the March long weekend the Community Education
team gave a workshop in Geraldton, anticipating the
formation of a BAWA Branch in the town. This visit coincided
with the opening of the 2010 ANZANG (Australia, New
Zealand, Antarctica and New Guinea) Nature Photography
awards at the Geraldton Museum by Alison Russell-French,
Birds Australia’s national President.
Xander Kalab is the newly appointed coordinator of the
Great Cocky Count. Preliminary results of the count, held on
7 April, the day the weather changed and it actually rained,
showed that in the comparison of 58 roosts monitored
in 2010 and 2011 there was approximately only half the
number of Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos roosting at those sites
on 7 April. As weather may have been a factor in this lower
number, the over 550 volunteers registered have been asked
to repeat the surveys. We are also looking for volunteers to
monitor the nests later in the year.
The Conservation and Research Committee is meeting
regularly, addressing issues such as the new Management
Plan for Bold Park, clearing permits in known habitats
for threatened birds and the proposed marina and land
development at Point Grey.

Acting Secretary: Liz Walker who is also the Office Manager
working closely with the office volunteers and on the Grants
Committee.
Treasurer: Mary Vaughan has managed the organisation’s
finances since 1998; she also leads many walks.
Committee Members
John Graff is currently studying conservation biology. He is a
member of the Excursions Committee and organises the WA
Twitchathon.
Bruce Haynes as past chair is currently involved in the
production of the film “Steps to Recovery”.
Max Howard is on the Excursions Committee and is the
deputy convenor of the Wheatbelt Avon Branch of BA.

The Easter campout at Esperance was an overwhelming
success with approximately 65 people attending. It was a
great example of how a country branch and a city based
group can work together to ensure that all attending saw
all the birds they wanted to see. Valuable data for both the
Shorebirds 2020 and Atlas databases were collected and
everyone had an enjoyable time.

James Howard is a post graduate accounting student, has
been project finance officer for the Bittern Project and
assists Mary.
Marion Massam is the Minutes Secretary. She is involved in
vertebrate pest research with the Department of Agriculture
and Food.
Kimberly Onton is the Shorebirds 2020 project officer and
currently works for the Department of Environment and
Conservation.

Last November, at a General Meeting, the motion to
amend the Rules of Association for BAWA Inc to comply
with the Government of Western Australia’s Associations
Incorporations Act was passed. The amended Rules were
subsequently lodged and have been accepted.

Rosalind Denny Volunteer Awards, 2011

I would really like to see a substantial increase in the
Birds Australia membership in Western Australia. Often
people think they are joining a group that is interested in
birds as they are, but they are doing far more in that they
are supporting the conservation of our native birds. We
often overlook how fortunate we are to have birds in our
backyards that occur only in Western Australia, with 14 full
species found only in the south west! This will only continue
if both these native birds and their habitat are protected, not
just by legislation but by interested individuals supporting
this cause.
Western Australian Bird Notes

Vice-Chair: Graham Wooller represents the Executive
Committee on the Eyre Bird Observatory Management
Committee and the Conservation Council of WA.
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At the BAWA AGM in February this year, the three recipients
of this award were announced.
Margaret Philippson
Margaret has been a member of Birds Australia for
many years and was, earlier, part of the BAWA Executive
Committee, involved in record keeping as Secretary, data
collection and the preparation and editing of WA Bird Notes.
She took part in new member induction and played an
active part in the day to day operations of BAWA.
Her continuing production of WA Bird Notes is outstanding,
of a high professional standard and we are very lucky to
Vol 138 June 2011
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have her doing this. Particularly impressive is the colour
productions over recent editions, and the layout and
presentations of articles and photos. Members have
commented very favourably on this.

the way the guides were presented. He is currently involved
with the Community Education Committee, helping with
presentations to community groups and the University of
the Third Age.

It is with great pleasure that we chose her as one of this
year’s outstanding volunteers.

Judy managed much of our earlier public relations activities
practically single-handed, lugging stands and pictures
around to schools, libraries and other places. She worked
with Margaret Wilson, Rose and Allan Jones in running
fund raising stalls, which are in part responsible for our
sound financial position to this day. Judy has always been a
fervent advocate for the protection of the environment, and
involved in activities to support community action.

John and Judy Blyth
Both John and Judy have been active members of BAWA for
many years.
John was on the Executive Committee, acting as Chair for
a two year term. In his previous employment with DEC he
was an expert on birds and small animals and was regarded
as well rounded in all aspects of native flora and fauna.
He was co-editor of WA Bird Notes for many years and also
helped with the oversight of the early production of the
WA Bird Guides with Allan Jones, checking for accuracy and

Both are long overdue for recognition of the valuable work
they have done, and continue to do.
Suzanne Mather
Chair, BAWA

BAWA PROJECTS
Sue Harris mentioned that the number of birds sighted had
declined in recent years. Ruddy Turnstones were common in
large numbers in the past and are now completely gone. Cats
and foxes are a big problem, preying on birds and yellow
ghost crabs.

RESULTS OF HOODED PLOVER SURVEY,
FEBRUARY 2011
Introduction
The aim of holding the annual Hooded Plover survey is to
check on the size of the Western Australian Hooded Plover
population, the recruitment of juveniles and their distribution.
The survey coincides with the National Hooded Plover survey.

The Yarra Yarra Lakes near the road bridge were surveyed; but
no Hooded Plovers were seen. A separate report from October
2010 had six Hooded Plovers at the Yarra Yarra Lakes.
This was good news as we have not had any other recent
observations from these lakes.

The survey meets one of the conservation strategies listed
in the Hooded Plover Management Plan (2002-2012) of
Western Australia: to collect data that will help focus and
prioritise management effort further at sites of importance to
Hooded Plovers and locate other, as yet undiscovered, sites of
importance in Western Australia.

Acknowledgements to Sue Harris, and Pauline and Peter
Wittwer.
Mandurah

The information collected by our volunteers during the
survey supplements information obtained in previous years,
helps identify conservation threats and highlights variations
in population densities. They show the congregation sites
favoured by Hooded Plovers over summer.

Yalgorup National Park, one of the Hooded Plover
strongholds, was extensively surveyed. All lakes in the park
were covered. Local residents advised that water levels had
not been this low since at least 1967 and were possibly at their
lowest level ever. Breeding was reported at Lake Pollard and
Duck Lake.

This year the survey was concentrated over the weekend of 5
and 6 February 2011.

A large flock of 58 birds was seen at Lake Clifton and this
contained most of the local population.

Results

Acknowledgements to Dick Rule, Tony France, Greg
Harewood, Bill Russell, Kate Robinson and Bill Smart.

The number of Hooded Plovers counted was 528, which
included 48 juveniles (Table 1, see next page). These figures
don’t include 65 Hooded Plovers seen at Stockyard Creek in
late January. Unfavourable weather conditions, characterised
by extreme winds along the coast, made many Hooded Plovers
seek shelter and as a consequence the numbers recorded were
lower in some locations than in previous years. The results are
presented region by region.

Geographe Bay
The coastline south of Dunsborough was surveyed. No
Hooded Plovers were sighted. Bunker Bay was not surveyed.
Acknowledgements to Lorraine Duffy, Anya Lam and Anna
Phillips.

Northern Wheatbelt

Margaret River

The Greenough River region was surveyed. The adjacent
beach was surveyed for 8 km as was part of the river estuary.
A flock of 47 Sanderlings was reported.

The beaches between Cape Naturaliste and Cape Leeuwin
received near complete coverage. Surveys were conducted
during the first week of February. At the mouth of Margaret
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Table 1: Hooded Plover summer survey, 5 and 6 February 2011
Areas

Numbers

Shark Bay to Perth
Wetlands between Rockingham and Mandurah
Beaches from Mandurah to Leschenault Inlet
Yalgorup National Park. (Yalgorup HPMR*)
Geographe Bay
Beaches from Cape Naturaliste to Augusta (Naturaliste-Augusta HPMR)
Beaches from Augusta to Broke Inlet
Beaches from Broke Inlet (Walpole) to Beaufort Inlet (east of Albany) (Walpole-Denmark
HPMR)
Beaches from Beaufort Inlet to Hopetoun (Bremer Bay-Hopetoun HPMR)
Beaches, coastal- and inland lakes east of Hopetoun to Stokes Inlet
Beaches Stokes Inlet to Cape Le Grande
Esperance Lakes (Lake Gore system to Mullet Lake) (Esperance HPMR)
Beaches east of Cape Le Grande
Inland lakes in south west of the State
Total

0
0
0
78 (includes 1 juvenile)
0
28 (includes 9 juveniles)
2
11 (includes 1 juvenile)
60 (includes 10 juveniles)
63 (includes 1 juvenile)
6
250 (includes 24 juveniles)
21 (includes 2 juveniles)
21 (includes 2 juveniles)
528 (includes 48 juveniles)

Note: HPMR = Hooded Plover Management Region
River Hooded Plovers were seen on the exposed reef near
Surfers Point. No Hooded Plovers were seen at Smith’s
Beach or Yallingup. At Deepdene Beach Hooded Plovers and
Sanderlings were seen on the shoreline amongst seaweed.
There was a high percentage of juvenile Hooded Plovers in the
count for this region, indicating a good breeding season.
Acknowledgements to Logan Anderson, Lorraine Todd,
Natalie and Colin Bell, Steve Tulimowski, Janet Dufall,
Patricia Putland, Ian Rooke, Bill James, Carlos De Sancha,
Bruce Macaulay, Alison Price, Maree Baldock, Wally Smith,
Mary and Bob Elton, S.Wylie, T. Skippings and Don HanranSmith.
Walpole-Denmark
Surveys were conducted from 1 February to 12 February 2011.
Hooded Plovers were seen at Bellanger Beach, Mandalay
Beach, Lights Beach, Windy Harbour and Black Point.
Mazzoletti Beach was eroded to steep dunes and beaches
between Boat Harbour and Point Hillier had been swept clean
by large swells in days leading up to the survey. No Hooded
Plovers were seen at Freddies Beach and Channel Beach,
which have been subject to a dramatic increase in four wheel
drive vehicles and dogs over the past three years.
Aknowledgements to Gary and Wendy Schwab, George
and Andrea Endacott, Kym Phillips, Alexander Rowden,
Robin Day, Christine Wilder, Tina Smith, Colin and Jeanne
Steele, Graeme Dearle, Wendy Eiby, Mavis Sowry and Chris
Goodsell.

Bremer Bay
In spite of howling easterly winds the survey around Bremer
Bay produced some good results after the Hooded Plovers
were tracked back to the more sheltered spots.
Gordon Inlet (40) and St Mary’s Inlet (15) are proving to be
important gathering sites for Hooded Plovers in the Fitzgerald
River National Park.
The future of the Hooded Plovers at Point Ann (a known
breeding site) are under threat. The Department of
Environment and Conservation is improving access to Point
Ann by installing a bitumen road, upgrading camping facilities
and providing facilities for caravans. This will result in a
significant increase in visitor numbers and disturbance on the
beaches.
At the Pallinup siltstone reef 15 Sooty Oystercatchers were
seen. Fox tracks were prevalent along Yandy Beach.
Acknowledgements to Paul Cory, Tracey Ross, Vernon Brown,
Anne and Louise Gadsby, and Vivienne Hillyer.

A number of beaches around Albany were surveyed, but only
Normans Beach had Hooded Plovers, as was the case last year.
Cape Riche was not covered. Beaches such as Nanarup Beach,
Cable Beach, Torbay Inlet, Mutton Bird Beach and Isthmus
Bay, which in the past had Hooded Plovers, have in recent
years been without sightings.

Hopetoun
Surveys were conducted during the first week of February.
Lake Shaster Nature Reserve had four Hooded Plovers. The
Jerdacuttup lakes held a small amount of water and had large
expanses of dried or semi-dried mud flats with regrowth of salt
bush. John Tucker battled 6 km through thick mud to record
54 Hooded Plovers at the eastern side of the Jerdacuttup Lake.
At the Jerdacuttup lakes Red-capped Plovers, Fairy Terns and
Crested Terns were found nesting. Three Crested Tern nests
with eggs were seen, as were two Fairy Tern chicks and 18
eggs.
Beaches on the eastern side of Hopetoun were covered up to
12 Mile Beach with no result. Breeding was suspected on the
beach near Starvation Boat Harbour, and for the first time a
Hooded Plover was seen at the southern end of Culham Inlet.

Acknowledgements to Fred and Anne Bondin, Vicky Bilney,
Brett Clement, Brad Kneebone, Michael Burns and Carol
Trethowan.

Acknowledgements to Owen and Mary Smith, Merle Bennett,
Noelle and John Young, Marie and Gary Young, and John
Tucker.

Albany
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Esperance
Surveys were conducted mainly during the second week of
February. The Esperance region was extensively covered by
the Esperance Bird Observers Group. The Esperance area, true
to form, held the highest number of Hooded Plovers recorded
during the survey. At Harry Davies Lake 136 Hooded Plovers
were sighted on a lake bed largely dry but still containing
three pools of water and surrounded by paperbark trees.
Helms Lake contained a small amount of water and a small
number of Hooded Plovers. A flock of 65 Hooded Plovers
was seen at Stockyard Creek on 29 January 2011 just before
the survey was conducted. Stockyard Creek is to the east of
Lake Bannitup. Yokinup Bay had a low tide which had many
waders gathering along the water’s edge. No less than 27 km
was covered and in addition to Hooded Plovers, three Pacific
Golden Plovers and 18 Sooty Oystercatchers were seen.
Acknowledgements to Mike Gibbs, Ken and Jean Read, Dale
Johnson, Sarah Comer and observers from the Department of
Environment and Conservation.
Inland areas
Most inland lakes were dry, including Lake Chillinup, Lake
Kwornicup and lakes near Pingrup. Beaumont Lake was
surveyed.
Lake Ewlyamartup had three Hooded Plovers and Lake
Norring six. At Lake Ewlyamartup the first stage of works at
the lake, removing the sediment along the western edge, was
completed. Throughout the works there were still two Hooded
Plovers at the lake, hanging around in their usual stream inlet
– they didn’t seem the slightest bit bothered by the noise and
activity!
Acknowledgements to Chris Creighton, Deborah Badger,
David Secomb and Ella Maesepp.

The salinity level at Lake Norring was measured at 208.4 mS/
cm. This may in fact be the highest salinity level of a lake
at which Hooded Plovers have been found. The water at
Lake Norring was very low and extremely salty, just short of
crystallizing. David Secomb was surprised to find Hooded
Plovers in this extreme environment.
Surveys over the past 10 years have shown that the average
number of Hooded Plovers seen on the beaches between
Broke Inlet and Beaufort Inlet was 23. In the past three years
the counts have been below average (17) indicating possible
pressure on these populations.
Based on survey data collected over the past 10 years this
year’s results show that the recruitment rate of juveniles (9%)
was slightly above the average of 8.7%. The total number of
Hooded Plovers recorded was slightly below the average count
for the past 10 years (533).
The importance of salt lakes on private properties to the
conservation of the Hooded Plover is evident through the
survey results. Some of our highest counts come from these
sites, like Harry Davies Lake, which had 136 Hooded Plovers.
Even though severe drought has effected parts of Western
Australia and resulted in salt lakes drying out, the congregation
of large flocks like those observed in the mid-nineties has not
been evident in the past decade.
We have had some large Hooded Plover counts on the salt
lakes to the east of Leeman in 2006 (42) and 2009 (22), and
if this replicates movement patterns observed elsewhere in
the state, it suggests that the Hooded Plover population from
the northern wheat belt moves to this area in summer when
inland lakes dry out. The numbers suggest that the remaining
population in the northern wheat belt is small in comparison
to those in the southern parts of Western Australia.
Acknowledgements
I would like to thank everyone who generously donated their
time to the survey of our beaches and salt lakes.
A special word of thanks to the Hooded Plover Committee:
Kate Creed and John Lauri.
Marcus Singor
Hooded Plover Sub-committee

Discussion
The results obtained from this year’s survey allow comparisons
to be made with the information collected over the past 12
years.
New locations are often brought to light during the surveys.
This year unconfirmed reports of Hooded Plovers came
from the area between Quindalup and Toby Inlet. If these are
confirmed it would extend the range of the Hooded Plover at
the western end of Geographe Bay.

THE OLDEST HOODED PLOVER?
Based on records from The Australian Bird and Bat Banding
Scheme (ABBBS) the maximum distance recorded for
movement by a banded Hooded Plover is 178 km and the
oldest banded Hooded Plover was recorded at 14 years and
eight months.
In this context the recent sighting of a banded Hooded Plover
poses some interesting questions. Anne Gadsby sighted the
Hooded Plover with a metal band on the right leg, on 6 April
2011, near the Hunter River (34º 23´S, 119º 24´E) which is to
the east of Bremer Bay between James and John Cove.
The Hooded Plover banding history in Western Australia:

Hooded Plovers at inland salt lake.
Photo: Steve Elson
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•

In February 1995 100 Hooded Plovers were banded at
Lake Gore.

•

The distance between Lake Gore and Hunter River is 205
km.
Western Australian Bird Notes
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•

The number of years between February 1995 and April
2011 is 16 years and 2 months.

•

In April 1998 five Hooded Plovers were banded at Lake
Warden.

•

The distance between Lake Warden and Hunter River is
234 km.

•

The number of years between February 2002 and April
2011 is 9 years 2 months.

•

Between February 2002 and January 2010, 35 Hooded
Plovers were banded with metal bands at Yalgorup
National Park. The fact these were metal bands on the left
leg excludes the Bremer Bay bird from being a Hooded
Plover from Yalgorup National Park.

•

This observation would make the Hooded Plover the new
holder of the maximum distance covered and possibly the
oldest on record. Based on probabilities it would seem
likely to be a bird originally banded at Lake Gore.

Australasian Bitterns. So several wetlands (Thomson’s Lake
and Benger Swamp) were only surveyed once and the MuirUnicup wetlands campout was cancelled.
Methods
Two methods are being used to survey for Australasian
Bitterns. The first is twilight listening surveys where
participants sit quietly at a wetland and listen for any of the
booming calls of male Australasian Bitterns. This season,
where suitable equipment was available, a call broadcast
procedure was used, following a 10 minute period of listening
prior to any broadcast. The second method consists of day
surveys where participants walk through wetlands near or
within sedges and rushes and try to hear, see or flush bitterns.
In both cases any calls or sight records of Australian Little
Bitterns are also noted, as this species is also very cryptic,
scarce and uses similar habitat.
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For the ‘Little Bittern Blitz’, twilight surveys were conducted
with volunteers standing near stands of rushes or sedges
for 10 minutes before moving at least 50 metres to the next
stand of rushes/sedges to listen for a further 10 minutes. If
the volunteers had broadcast equipment, a single call was
played at a low volume (conversational level) after 10 minutes
listening time and volunteers remained listening for another
2 minutes. These surveys were largely conducted within 30
minutes either side of sunset.
Results
During 2010/11 the presence of Australasian Bitterns was
confirmed at WAMCCO ponds Katanning (1), Gingilup
Swamps (1), Maringup Lake (2-3), Owingup Swamp (1), Boat
Harbour Swamp (1), Black Cat Lagoon (1), North Sister West
Swamp (1), North Sister East Swamp (2), Pfieffer Rd tree farm
wetland (2), Lake Pleasant View (7 – 8 + 2 juveniles), Cheyne
Beach Road Swamp (2-3), and Cape Le Grand UCL Big
Swamp (4+). There were unconfirmed records at Geordinup
Swamp (1) and Waychinicup wetland (1).

SUMMARY OF THE AUSTRALASIAN
BITTERN PROJECT 2010/11
Introduction
It was an extremely big year for the Australasian Bittern both
in Western Australia and nationally. In July 2010 BAWA
received a grant from Lotterywest to fund the project until
December 2012, and consequently we have been busy
progressing this project.

When timing of records is considered, the data indicate that 18
to 24 adult Australasian Bitterns were recorded in this year’s
surveys. This takes into account that the birds recorded at
North Sister East Swamp may or may not be the same birds as
at Pfieffer Road tree farm wetland and that bitterns may have
moved to Lake Pleasant View in summer (7-8 adults recorded)
as their spring (2 adults recorded) sites dried.

Additionally, in August 2010 the species was ‘uplisted’ in
Western Australia from vulnerable to endangered (DEC 2011).
Similarly, in New South Wales the species was ‘uplisted’ from
vulnerable to endangered in November 2010 (Major 2010).
Then in March 2011 the Federal Environment Minister Tony
Burke announced that the Australasian Bittern had been listed
nationally as endangered. All these listings recognise that the
species’ small Australian population has declined markedly
since the 1980s.

Several Australasian Bittern nests were located near Albany in
January 2011 (Alan Clarke, DEC, pers.comm.). At least two
of these were fresh nests containing down or egg fragments
and one had a newly fledged bittern and adult nearby.
Unfortunately, a dead juvenile was also found at one wetland
in the Two Peoples Bay and Mount Manypeaks IBA area. In
total three juveniles (including one dead) were found at two
wetlands.

Targeted surveys for Australasian Bitterns were conducted by
46 BAWA volunteers and 15 Department of Environment and
Conservation (DEC) staff at over 40 wetlands in south west
Western Australia during 2010/11. Most wetlands surveyed
were those where Australasian Bitterns have been recorded
previously; however, several other wetlands also were
surveyed.

Australian Little Bitterns were recorded at Joondalup Lake
(3),Lake Monger (2), Kogolup Swamp (1), Kogolup Lake
(2), Kulinilup NW Wetland (1), Yarnup Swamp (2 nests with
fragments), Geordinup Swamp (1), Lake Seppings (1), North
Sister West Swamp (1), North Sister East Swamp (1-2),
Pfieffer Road tree farm wetland (1), Cheynes Beach Swamp (1
new incomplete nest), Mettler Lake (1 nest with eggs), Cape
Le Grand UCL Big Swamp (1) and Cape Le Grand Swamp
(1).

In November 2010 a ‘Little Bittern Blitz’ was organised to
target this species as few records of Australian Little Bitterns
had been returned during the Australasian Bittern surveys and
Birds Australia Atlas surveys.
The very low rain fall on the Swan Coastal Plain and
Manjimup region resulted in many wetlands being too dry for
Western Australian Bird Notes
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DEC South Coast and Warren Regions have continued with
feral animal control including fox and cat baiting and pig
shooting. Removal of Acacia longifolia from Lake Pleasant
View and Cheynes Beach Swamp has continued, while DEC
Warren Region has controlled Typha in some wetlands.

Discussion
Data from DEC led surveys in WA seem to indicate that only
one juvenile is successfully raised to fledging per breeding
attempt. This information is only indicative as it is only
from two records. However, it is consistent with data from
New Zealand where an average of 1.2 +/- 0.9 fledglings per
breeding attempt was recorded from 14 records (O’Donnell in
press). This may be an important factor in the decline of the
species, as at fledgling stage the birds are very susceptible to
predation and starvation.
Significantly, the Australasian Bittern was recorded at new
sites including WAMMCO ponds Katanning (David Secomb),
Gingilup Swamps (Alan Clarke and Andrew Webb), Maringup
Lake (Alan Clarke and John Graff), Pfieffer Road tree farm
wetland (Robyn Pickering et al.), Waychinicup wetlands
(Michael Morcombe), and Cape Le Grand UCL “Big Swamp”
(Sarah Comer et al.). It is quite possible that all of these except
the WAMMCO ponds are resident birds and not those from
wetlands in other regions which were dry this year. However,
some of these wetlands were possibly being used as drought
refuges, as Benger Swamp and many of the Muir-Unicup
wetlands were dry.
Other information
During 2010 a desktop review of chemistry data from
wetlands that may have suitable habitat for bitterns or where
bitterns were recorded previously was conducted. During the
spring surveys samples were taken from several wetlands
without recent chemical analysis data and analysed for pH,
conductivity (salinity estimate), total nitrogen and total
phosphorus. These four analyses provide a very general
understanding of wetland health. In 2011 more samples will
be taken for analysis to extend the wetland chemistry review.
Some analysis of metals is also planned to assess the toxicity
of wetlands which are acidic or have had previous acidic
episodes.

DEC has commenced the process of including the Cape Le
Grand UCL Big Swamp into the conservation estate.
With the very dry season fire suppression in and surrounding
wetlands has been an ongoing conservation task for DEC in all
regions.
Future work
Over the next two years further surveys are planned with an
aim of determining present range, population, current wetlands
of interest and more exact wetland habitat requirements. It is
hoped that by mid-2012 the project will be able to move from
one consisting largely of surveys to a wetland and species
conservation project.
As part of that process a new datasheet that documents
vegetative habitat, water levels and other data has been drafted
and will be used whenever an Australasian Bittern has been
recorded, a nest found or a feeding platform found. This will
document the fine scale details of sites used by bitterns. A
contractor will undertake a broad scale wetland review of
habitat using aerial photography of wetlands through the south
west of WA, which will give an indication of the availability
of habitat in the state and when combined with bittern survey
data, a broad understanding of bittern habitat preferences.
If money remains after this then a contract botanist will be
engaged to conduct fine scale vegetation transects at key
bittern wetlands. This combined with the new fine scale data
sheet data will provide fine scale habitat preferences for the
species in WA.

Aerial oblique photographs were taken by contractors to
BAWA at Herdsman Lake, Kogolup Lake and Swamp,
Gingilup Swamps, Lake Saide, Black Cat Lagoon, Pfieffer
Road tree farm wetland, Waychinicup wetlands, and a large
number of wetlands east of Esperance, including the Cape Le
Grand UCL “Big Swamp”.

Conclusions
BAWA and DEC have worked collaboratively during the year
to incease knowledge of bitterns in south-western WA.
A total of 18-24 adult and three juvenile Australasian Bitterns
were recorded from 14 wetlands with two fresh Australasian
Bittern nests recorded in two south coastal wetlands. A total
of 15 to 17 Australian Little Bittern and four Australian Little
Bittern nests were recorded from 15 wetlands.

The Birds Australia national project is proceeding well and
updated information is available on the website - http://www.
birdsaustralia.com.au/our-projects/bittern-survey.html.
Conservation work conducted
On the Swan Coastal Plain DEC continues to control Typha
at Benger Swamp, supplement water levels at Jandabup Lake
from bore water and supplement water levels at Thomson’s
Lake from the Southern Lakes Drainage Scheme.
The Lake Mealup Preservation Society, DEC and the PeelHarvey Catchment Council have had approval and funding
granted to construct a diversion weir in the Mealup Main
Drain to divert water into Lake Mealup. This is significant as
it is hoped that once the weir is in place the lake water levels
will be returned to those which occurred prior to drainage
works in the area. This should ensure water presence most of
the year, thereby reducing acidity in the wetland. This may
result in the Australasian Bittern once more using this wetland.
Vol 138 June 2011

DEC Frankland District is conducting conservation work at
Owingup Swamp under a grant. Work completed includes
dieback mapping, sampling for chemistry, macro-invertebrates
and acid sulphate soils, weed control, fencing part of the Kent
River to reduce nutrient loads from cattle, and fencing and
revegetation of previously grazed land with acid sulphate soils
(Patrick Gillespie pers. comm.).
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The surveys this year have been particularly important as they
are:
•

the first to find Australasian Bitterns in the deep south
west at Gingilup Swamps and Maringup Lake,

•

provide the first records east of Esperance since 1991,

•

and provide the first inland records (WAMMCO ponds
Katanning) since 1997 (Lake Bryde – DEC database).

It is hard to know whether the larger number of bitterns
detected on the south coast was birds from dry regions such
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as the Muir-Unicup wetlands or from bittern resident to those
wetlands.

Many Birds Australia members will be aware that a bush fire
impacted on the habitat of the Critically Endangered Western
Ground Parrot in Cape Arid National Park in late January, but
there are conflicting stories circulating about the cause and
consequences of this fire.

The surveys this year have provided good information about
the location of these birds during drought conditions.
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GROUND PARROTS AND BUSHFIRE – AGAIN!
Managing bushfires in high value conservation areas is
one of the greatest challenges faced by the Department of
Environment and Conservation, in particular when conditions
are extreme and fires are in remote areas. Fire management
has been a key focus of recovery actions for threatened birds
on the south coast for many years now, and given there are
fewer than 140 Western Ground Parrots known to be alive in
WA and these are restricted to two areas of the south coast,
protecting this habitat remains a key focus of DEC’s fire
management and bush fire suppression program (Comer et al.
2009).
Western Australian Bird Notes

The bushfire started from a lightning strike sometime in the
evening on Friday 28 January and, despite the best efforts of
fire crews, ended up burning approximately 6650 ha including
approximately 1000 ha of ground parrot habitat in the Poison
Creek Rd area. Following an intense run of fire on the
Saturday it was fortunate that the northern boundary was held
to the old Poison Creek Track alignment, otherwise several
other key ground parrot habitat areas along the Telegraph
Track would have been threatened.
Fire weather conditions were extreme, with wind direction
and strength extremely erratic and difficult to predict. Cape
Arid sometimes experiences wildfires of over 100 000 ha, so
it is worth noting that keeping the total fire to such a relatively
small size on this occasion was only due to the diligent efforts
of the fire crews.
The habitat that was burnt was known to have contained
around 20 Western Ground Parrots. It was believed to have
been an important area for breeding, as this is where young
birds were captured in 2009.
A recent monitoring trip, led by DEC staff and supported by
the Friends of the Western Ground Parrot, surveyed potential
and previously occupied ground parrot habitat surrounding
the burnt area. Unfortunately only a few birds were heard
during this survey trip, but there are significant areas of
potential habitat to the north of the burnt area that could
potentially provide refugia for birds that escaped the fire. As
ground parrots are highly mobile, it is suspected that at least
some have moved to unburnt patches to the north of the fire,
as happened after the extensive fires in Cape Arid in 2002.
However, because of the large areas involved, this will take
a significant survey effort to detect. Automated options for
conducting surveys in such remote areas are currently being
considered.
Baiting for cats in Cape Arid was conducted in March of this
year as part of the integrated fauna recovery project (Comer
et al. 2010), and a second ground baiting of tracks is currently
being completed. It is hoped that this important predator
control will provide extra protection to birds that may have
been displaced by the bushfire.
The South Coast Threatened Birds Recovery Team, including
representatives from DEC, BAWA and the Friends of the
Western Ground Parrot are continuing to work together to
assist land managers in protecting habitat that is critical for the
survival of the Western Ground Parrot (see photograph, page
43). If you, too, are concerned about the plight of the Western
Ground Parrot and would like to assist in these efforts, please
contact the Friends of the Western Ground Parrot (http://www.
western-ground-parrot.org.au/ or telephone (08) 9337 5673 or
(08) 9842 4565).
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FIELD TECHNIQUES IN BIRD STUDIES COURSE,
EYRE BIRD OBSERVATORY,
NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 2010 – COURSE REPORT
AND SUMMARY OF RESULTS

Table 2: Results, using a mapping technique for eight species
around the observatory.

Each year a group of students, many funded by Birds Australia
WA, visit Eyre Bird Observatory for a course on studying
birds. The 2010 course saw six participants make their way
to Eyre: Rebecca Boyland, Jess Cairnes, Patricia Dumitro,
John Graff, Jamie Sansom and Robin Scott, along with course
facilitators Stephen Davies and Tegan Douglas. The aim of
the course is to introduce various methods for studying birds,
including basic bird identification, mist-netting, behavioural
observations and various census techniques.
Mist-netting was conducted on the first day of the course,
allowing close contact with some of the common species
around the observatory. Our mist netting was fruitful,
especially around the flowering eucalypts near the southern
dunes and along the East Track. We caught 45 birds of nine
species: Inland Thornbills (3), White-browed Scrubwrens (5),
Red Wattlebird (1), Singing Honeyeaters (3), White-eared
Honeyeaters (2), New Holland Honeyeaters (17), Welcome
Swallows (6), Tree Martin (1) and Silvereyes (7). Amongst
these were several retraps, including a six year old New
Holland Honeyeater.

Birds per ha
2009
2010
1.03
0.56
0.11
0.57
0.78
0.8
0.26
0.57
1.08
1.03
1.28
0.31
0.86
1.08
0.34
0.21
0.17
0.57

Table 3: Australian Bird Count method results.

Area searched
Brush Bronzewing
Blue-breasted Fairy-wren
White-browed Scrubwren
Weebill
Inland Thornbill
Spotted Pardalote
Red Wattlebird
White-eared Honeyeater
Singing Honeyeater
New Holland Honeyeater
Brown Honeyeater
Brown-headed Honeyeater
Grey Shrike-thrush
White-browed Babbler
Black-faced Cuckoo-Shrike
Grey Fantail
Willie Wagtail
Australian Raven
Welcome Swallow
Silvereye

Over the years the results of counts of birds on these courses
have given us a long term picture of the changes in bird
numbers around the observatory. In some years there are
many honeyeaters and silvereyes, in others very few. Point
Table 1: For the Point Counts along the West Track we
calculated (by graphing and calculation) the densities of ten
species.
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Year
Spotted Pardalote
Striated Pardalote
Inland Thornbill
Weebill
Blue-breasted Fairy-wren
White-browed Scrubwren
White-eared Honeyeater
White-browed Babbler
Grey Shrike-thrush
Grey Butcherbird
Grey Currawong

Two Australian Bird Counts (ABC counts) were made on
successive days in five areas: the standard three observatory
areas of 1, 2 and 3 as well as two additional areas to the east
and west of the track that runs over the top of the dunes, down
to the beach. These last two counts looked at rehabilitated
areas. Some species were seen only in the undisturbed areas
and others only in the rehabilitated areas. Table 3 shows
the total numbers seen in the ABC counts at Eyre Bird
Observatory in 2010, with approximate density of birds/ha in
brackets.

The wader count along Kanidal Beach was interesting,
yielding four transcontinental migrants: Great Knot (4), Red
Knot (2), Ruddy Turnstone (6) and Sanderling (9). We also
saw Red-capped Plover (17), Australian Pied Oystercatcher
(16), Crested (3) and Caspian Terns (1), Pacific (3) and Silver
Gulls (44), Pied (7) and Little Black Cormorants (8) and
Australian Pelicans (6).

Year
Spotted Pardalote
Inland Thornbill
Weebill
White-browed Scrubwren
White-eared Honeyeater
New Holland Honeyeater
Red Wattlebird
Grey Shrike-thrush
Grey Butcherbird
Grey Currawong
Welcome Swallow
Silvereye

counts are good indicators of these mobile birds. On the other
hand the mapping technique gives good figures for resident,
territorial species, and provides indicators of change in the
abundance of these species (Tables 1 and 2). Davies (2010)
has reported on results of this project for the last 30 years.

Birds per ha
2009
2010
6
0.7
0.42
0.4
0.42
0.75
1.27
0.64
0.4
0.51
1.99
3.18
2.79
0.14
0.6
1.27
0.8
3.9
6.37
14
3.98
18

Standard
12 ha
3(0.25)
0
7(0.58)
6(0.50)
5(0.42)
6(0.50)
3(0.25)
2(0.17)
2(0.17)
18(1.50)
2(0.17)
2(0.17)
6(0.50)
6(0.50)
0
0
0
0
18(1.50)
17(1.42)

Rehab
8 ha
2(0.25)
19(2.38)
11(1.38)
1(0.13)
6(0.75)
2(0.25)
4(0.50)
0
16(2.00)
1(0.13.)
0
1(0.13)
5(0.63)
13(1.63)
1(0.13)
2(0.25)
2(0.25)
4(0.50)
12(1.50)
7(0.88)
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The densities from Point Counts are more realistic for nonterritorial birds than the mapping figures. They suggest that
there are more New Holland Honeyeaters than in 2009,
but fewer Red Wattlebirds and many fewer Silvereyes than
last year. As last year in the rehabilitated areas, the Singing
Honeyeater was more common than the New Holland, but the
reverse was true in the standard, undisturbed ABC areas where
there were proportionately more New Holland Honeyeaters.
The Blue-breasted Fairy-wren increased significantly around
the observatory this year, and has clearly established itself in
the rehabilitated areas. The density of this species has declined
steadily in recent years, so the increase this year and evidence
of its ability to colonise rehabilitated areas are welcome.

observer with a couplet – two alternatives in behaviour. By
starting at Step 1, the observer selects the option that applies
to the bird they see. This directs them to a new couplet, and
so on, until the bird is identified. The key has been considered
useful by the various caretakers at EBO, but as it has been
constructed specifically from birds recorded at Eyre, it may
not work in other locations, where different waders are
recorded.

Observations from the beach count were added to the
Behavioural Key to the Waders of Eyre, shown in Table 4
(see next page). Behaviour of waders can be diagnostic,
particularly for waders in non-breeding plumage. Observations
made on the course from 1979 to present have been compiled
in a dichotomous key. The key works by presenting the

Reference
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Table 4: Behavioural key to the waders of Eyre, 1979-2010
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The group also sighted 24 other species, a highlight being
about 100 Fork-tailed Swifts flying above the caravan park on
most days.

SHOREBIRDS 2020 SURVEY, HUTT LAGOON,
25-27 FEBRUARY 2011
Gina Gregory, Colin Ferrell, Clive Nealon, Neil Walker and
Max Howard travelled to Port Gregory for the Shorebirds
2020 survey between 25-27 February 2011.

Thanks to Gina for organising the weekend.
Max Howard

A total of 1113 shorebirds of 29 species were sighted over
three days, with a total of 604 sighted on the Sunday 27th, of
which 440 were Red-necked Stints.

The naming of birds
Procellariiformes (continued from WABN 137)
Diomedeidae
Diomedes was a Trojan war hero and King of Argos and is
also an Island in the Aegean Sea. Myth says that when he died,
his companions became inconsolable and were transformed
into birds, perhaps albatrosses – very doubtful even if
mythical. Either the albatrosses are considered to be these
heroic birds cf “The Ancient Mariner” or their likeness to
shearwaters found around the Greek Diomedean Islands. Take
your pick.
Diomedea exulans – Wandering Albatross. Exulans means
exiled, i.e., wandering. The word albatross is derived from
the Spanish Alcatraz. This word has been anglicised to
alcatras meaning any large seabird, thus pelican and probably
corrupted to albatross from the Latin album meaning white.
The prison Alcatraz was named by Spanish sailors due to the
presence of pelicans on the island.

Thalassarche cauta – Shy Albatross. Latin cautus, wary,
cautious and shy. This description is not justified. Australian
subspecies are the nominate, eremita (erimita hermit, that is
solitary habit) and salvini.
Also called White-capped Albatross, Shy Mollymawk,
Salvin’s Albatross, Chatham Island Albatross.
Thalassarche chrysostoma – Grey-headed Albatross. Greek,
chrysos, golden,, and stoma, mouth. There are chrome yellow
markings on the bill.
Also called Flat-billed Albatross, Gould’s Albatross, Greymantled Albatross, Yellow-nosed Albatross.
Thalassarche chlororhynchos – Yellow-nosed Albatross.
Greek, chloros, yellow-green, and rhynchos, beak . Nominate
and bassi (Bass Strait), not to be confused with bassana
named from the Bass Rock in Scotland, which gives its name
to the Northern Gannet.

Other names are Cape Sheep (tame like sheep?), Man-of-war
Bird, Great Wandering Albatross, Snowy Albatross and Whitewinged Albatross.
Diomedea epomophora – Royal Albatross. From the Greek
epomos meaning point of shoulder and phoreus meaning
bearer. Refers to the humped back appearance in flight.
Australian subspecies are the nominate
and sandfordi. Dr L. C. Sandford was
an American zoologist.

Also called the Yellow-nosed Mollymawk and Carter’s
Albatross.
Phoebetria fusca – Sooty Albatross. Greek phoebetria,
prophetess: Apollo’s name in Greek is Phoebe as is Diana’s
which can be translated into bright one. Latin fuscus, brown.
Difficult to fathom the relationships here but albatrosses were
thought to contain the souls of lost comrades of early sailors
and therefore were venerated.
Phoebetria palpebrata – Lightmantled Sooty Albatross. Latin
palpebratus, marked around the eye,
ie, white crescents. Palpebra is the
anatomical term for an eyelid.

Thalassarche melanophris – Black
browed Albatross. Greek thalassa, sea
and arche, beginning melas (melanos),
black and Greek phrys (phrus), brow.
Australian subspecies are the nominate
and impavida (fearless).
Also called Black-browed Mollymawk,
from the Dutch mallemok, from mal
meaning foolish, and mok meaning
gull. This name is also applied to the
Northern Fulmar (Fulmarus glacialis).
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Also called the Grey-mantled
Albatross and Light-mantled
Albatross.
Iuvencus
Yellow-nosed Albatross, Hillarys.
Photo: BAWA Digital Library (Mel Lintern)
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called quietly and a chick landed clumsily at the front of the
nest. The female quickly directed the chick into the nest. The
female flew to the lookout perch and called. Sometimes the
second chick landed on the perch with the parents and other
times it landed clumsily on the ground up to ten metres from
the nest. It would then compose itself and appear to bounce its
way quickly back to the nest where the female was now sitting
at the entrance. The chick quickly entered the nest with its
head down.

RAINBOW BEE-EATER BREEDING OBSERVATIONS
The breeding behaviour of a pair of Rainbow Bee-eaters,
(Merops ornatus) was observed over a seven day period at
Bickley in January 2011.
As Rainbow Bee-eaters are especially sensitive to disturbance,
a hide was erected to make observations of up to ten hours
on some days. This resulted in some possible new findings
on this species’ breeding
behaviour. The breeding site
was a tunnel dug in flat sandy
soil in an open paddock. The
lookout perch was a tree
approximately 30 m from the
nest.

This process appeared to
happen again with the other
two chicks soon after the
first two returned. It seemed
to happen approximately
twice daily but varied when
there was a cloudy day that
occurred one day during this
research. On this cloudy day,
the birds were less active,
possibly due to fewer insects
flying.

Observations commenced
when the parents were feeding
fully feathered young that
were coming to the entrance
of the nest only one or two at
a time.
Feeding the young

Rainbow Bee-eater with chick.
Photo: Laurie Boyle

I was privileged to observe
these birds for seven days
when the chicks appeared to
be fully feathered and almost
fully coloured. I can only confirm four chicks but sometimes
I thought there were five but on the day they left, before
9:00 am, they were nowhere in the area for a day. Later the
landowner observed six birds flying on two occasions.

The adult would first land
on the lookout perch with its
insect catch, then after looking around for a while, fly down
to the nest. The bug was quickly delivered to one chick at the
entrance and the parent immediately flew back to the lookout
perch. On some occasions the parent remained 30 seconds
or so to look around and then fly back to the perch. After the
second day of observing this nest, one chick was noticeably
showing itself, partially outside the nest until food arrived.
After the third day there were mostly two chicks partially
outside but never more. This made it difficult to know how
many chicks there were.

Past experience with other species of birds has shown that
once the young leave the nest they don’t return with the
exception of perhaps the White-backed Swallow (Cheramoeca
leucosterna), Tree Martin (Petrochelidon nigricans) and Fairy
Martin ( Petrochelidon ariel).
I wish to thank John and Enid Eaton for allowing me to spend
so long on their property to study these birds. Thanks to Jean
Hort for helping with graphics and text. Photo illustrations
taken from video footage.

Leaving the nest
One parent (usually the female) landed at the nest, looked
around, then leaned toward the nest, chattering profusely. A
chick hesitantly moved forward and flew out with the female
following. A few minutes later she came back to the nest hole
and encouraged another chick to leave.

Laurie Boyle

Once the female had followed the second chick away, the male
flew down and stopped any other chicks from leaving as two
more chicks had moved to the entrance.
The male pushed these two chicks back into the hole, then
flew away and came back in seconds with an insect to feed
them. This continued at a rapid rate for approximately one
hour with return visits every few seconds. This feeding
frenzy continued for approximately half to one hour. I can
only assume the female was training the two chicks to fly and
perhaps feed.
Returning to the nest
After some time, the female landed at the nest where the two
waiting chicks moved back a little. While looking around, she
Western Australian Bird Notes

BOWERBIRDS AND BABBLERS
On 3 March I visited the Western Bowerbird bower close
to the homestead at Nallan Station in the Shire of Cue. The
male was perched slightly above the bower. What surprised
me was that a family of White-browed Babblers was around
the bower and turning over the ground cover. The bowerbird
made no noise or attempt to move them on. When the babblers
did move on, the bowerbird dropped down and rearranged
the area. A few minutes later, the babblers returned and made
another pass, with one babbler passing through the bower.
This time the bowerbird hissed briefly but again made no
attempt to move the babblers on.
Frank O’Connor
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LITTLE BUTTON-QUAILS

Water

In March, I drove from Perth to Broome via the Great
Northern Highway, and then returned via the North West
Coastal Highway. It was fantastic to see that Little Buttonquails were common, with chicks in many places. I first saw
them at Nallan Station near Cue. The Australasian Wader
Study Group reported that they were common on Anna Plains
Station. A single bird was reported a couple of times in the
grounds of the Broome Bird Observatory. On my return trip,
they were very common from south of the Sandfire Roadhouse
to Shark Bay. On several occasions I saw one adult (the
male?) followed by up to three chicks. Several times I saw
them on the road in the evening while spotlighting for reptiles
and frogs. The only downside was that there were quite a few
road kills.

Fresh clean water every day, twice in high summer is best.
On really hot days the variety of uncommon birds that come
in makes the effort well worth it. Dropped leaves taint the
water and it’s unpleasant for birds to drink. Some leaves, like
eucalypt and those of the Japanese pepper tree, have a strong
taste and are oily.

Frank O’Connor

Keep it clean
Some bird baths need a good scrub to get rid of leaf matter,
mould and black fuzz. Keep a scrubbing brush handy or a
green scratchy cloth or ‘Steelo’, with a little elbow grease will
do the trick in no time. Please — no bleach or detergent: birds
will keep well clear.
The reward
Position the bird baths to be seen from vantage points in the
house, such as a favourite chair, work station or from the
kitchen window. Watching an endless procession of feathered
friends is one of life’s great pleasures.

WHITE-WINGED TRILLERS

Sue Kalab

On the same trip as above (re Little Button-quails), on Nallan
Station near Cue, White-winged Trillers were numerous. This
was good to see, as the number in the south west seemed to
be much lower during the past summer, perhaps because of
the extremely good season in central Australia. I assumed
this would be a sign for the rest of the trip, but this was not
so. I only saw the odd White-winged Triller in a few other
locations.

BIRDING IN NORTH EAST INDIA

Frank O’Connor

THINK LIKE A BIRD — BIRD BATHS IN
THE GARDEN

On 3 February a small group of Birds Australia members
from Perth, Sue and Rob Mather, Pam and David Free, Derek
Ratcliff and David Hughes, assembled in Calcutta at the
start of a 16 day birding tour to the Darjeeling area in West
Bengal. We met at an old colonial golf club, where we spent
time birding, prior to taking the Darjeeling night train to New
Jalpaiguri (NJ). Birding at the golf club resulted in identifying
25 species including Common Hoopoe, Coppersmith Barbet
and Black-hooded Oriole.
The initial plan was to visit Jaldapara Wildlife Sanctuary, a
four hour drive from NJ, and then to visit some other lowland
birding areas before visiting the hills area around Darjeeling
to take in bird species that could be expected at the higher
altitude.

People often ask how it is that the air around my birdbaths is
constantly and colourfully a’flutter and how to attract birds to
their bird baths.
It’s easier if you think like a bird in your preparations.

One hundred bird species were identified during the four
days spent at Jaldapara. We were all surprised to see so many
Indian Peafowl wherever we went in this part of India. In
addition we saw elephants, rhinosaurus, wild cattle (gaur),
wild boar, buffalo, monkeys and squirrels.

First, the position — it needs to be out of full sunlight which
robs the water of oxygen. Under a tree or shrub with low
overhanging branches is ideal. Birds like to ensure they
won’t be seen from above by a predator bird. They also like
to survey the area for cats. Importantly, birds are vulnerable
when they’re wet. They’ll come
down several times for a dip and
flit back to the branches in between
to preen.

Our local guide, Sujan, appraised
us of a potential problem in the
Darjeeling area where a separatist
movement was demonstrating
against the local authority so plan
B was put into action. The next day
we travelled to Gorumara where we
spent a night in a lodge in transit to
our ultimate birding area, Manus
Wildlife Sanctuary in Assam. In
Gorumara and en route to Assam
38 species were recorded including
Himalayan Griffon, and Slenderbilled and White-rumped Vultures.

Small birds love a shallow bowl
whilst parrots, magpies, etc, like
to get their bellies wet in deeper
bowls. I’m convinced that small
birds somehow know which bowl is
shallow water, but you can always
place a rock near the edge of a
larger bowl if you’re concerned
about drowning.
I don’t put out seed to attract birds
to the garden.
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Seven Silvereyes a’swimming.
Photo: Sue Kalab
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Manas is a 2500 sq km national
park bordered by Bhutan to the
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north and the Manas River to the east. Over seven days there
we recorded 157 species, including such rarities as Ibis-bill,
Pallas’s Fish Eagle, Slaty-breasted Rail and Black-breasted
Parrot-bill, plus many species of woodpeckers, flycatchers and
raptors.

References
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To avoid another 10 hour vehicle trek we elected to head for
the nearest airport at Guwahati and fly back to JP, where we
caught the overnight train back to Calcutta.

Jonny Schoenjahn

Our total bird tally for the trip was 191 species, the mammals
mentioned earlier and two large pythons. No doubt our tally
would have been greater had we made it to the highlands as
planned.
A great trip; we all enjoyed it.
Dave Hughes

PAINTED BUTTON-QUAIL AT BOLD PARK, PERTH
A comment on a recent sighting for the Perth Metropolitan
area.
In the March 2011 issue of Western Australian Bird Notes
(137, p.10), under the heading ‘Observations — Metropolitan’,
two Painted Button-quails were reported from grassland at
Wandi. The reason for the inclusion of the sighting is given as
scarce but possibly increasing in the metropolitan area.
At hilly Bold Park, City Beach, I occasionally encounter the
species. Observations are made exclusively while jogging
along Zamia Trail within the last two hours before sunset.
Typically birds are encountered in two's, also in three's or
single birds, but I do not make much effort to investigate. The
species seems to be present year-round, as I have noticed its
presence in most months during the last six years that we have
lived in that area. The most recent sighting was of two birds
crossing the track in front of me on 28 February 2011 at about
5:30 pm, near Reabold Hill car park.

Laughing and Spotted Doves are usually easily differentiated,
but occasionally one catches sight of only a dove’s tail
before it disappears. Whilst aware from reading Pizzey and
Knight (2007) that their tail patterns are distinct (Laughing
Dove: ...outer tail feathers have much longer white tips than
Spotted; Spotted Dove: ...tail feathers mostly black, with broad
white corners), I find their tails quite variable and had never
succeeded in picking the key differences. I recently adopted
the strange hobby of photographing disappearing dove’s
rear-ends (photos may be viewed at http://wabirdingblog.
blogspot.com/2011/03/id-feature-dovetailing.html) and can
now illustrate (see Figure 1 on page 2) and summarise the
key differences for any readers who might share this obscure
interest:
Laughing Doves can have a variable amount of white in the
central tail, but consistently show: (1) smaller black wedges,
forming an arc high across the tail base; (2) longer white
‘fingers’ on the outer tail feathers, with much more white than
black on the outermost feathers; and (3) some blue-grey colour
on the rump.
Spotted Dove tails show (1) thicker black tail stripes, forming
a ‘V’ towards the tail tip; (2) shorter white tips, equal to or
smaller than the black base; and (3) the outermost (lateral 3)
feathers usually have white tips of approximately equal size.

Dogs are frequently walked by their owners at Bold Park,
quite often not on a leash. I have not noticed a cat at the park
and a neighbour recently saw a fox crossing Oceanic Drive at
the northern boundary of Bold Park.

When viewed from underneath, as in their display flight,
Laughing Doves show clean white undertail coverts which
interrupt the high-placed arc of the black crescents (although
the central tail feathers may be grey or grey-brown). Spotted
Doves in Perth are more likely to have dusky grey or brownish
undertail coverts, though they can be pale grey (Frith and
McKean 1975), and the thick black ‘V’ extends beyond the
coverts.

Van Delft and BAWA (1997) reported the species to be still
breeding at Bold Park (p. 107), but generally being not
common to the coastal plain near Perth. Further, the author
stated that the species is regularly seen at Whiteman Park,
appearing to be relatively numerous there. In the first edition
(1988), the species is mentioned under the rubric species
formerly resident round Perth, with the remarks last published
nesting record near Perth at Kenwick in 1927, but they still
breed in the Darling Range (van Delft 1988, p. 107).
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Although the species is presumably under-recorded due to its
habits and its preferred habitats, it appears likely that Bold
Park of City Beach holds a small and isolated but viable
population of Painted Button-quail in the metropolitan area.
One major threat supposedly is bush fire, especially in time
of drought and high temperatures combined with dry easterly
winds as we had experienced in February 2011.
Western Australian Bird Notes

TAIL MARKINGS OF LAUGHING AND
SPOTTED DOVES

Martin Cake
Editors’ note: Upper tail patterns are also illustrated in HANZAB Vol
3 Plate 49.
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A LONG LESSON IN CONSERVATION
When my husband and I selected our 140 ha property 27 years
ago the locals referred to it as “a piece of worthless bush”.
That didn’t deter us, because what we were seeking was a
bush property that had ocean frontage. What we bought was
a ‘slice’ of the South Greenough sand hills, bordered on the
east side by windy but fertile river flats, on the north and south
by heavily vegetated sand hills and on the west by the Indian
Ocean approximately 40 km south of Geraldton, WA.
Making our way into the property was a challenge, but with
a caravan we moved a short distance every few days as we
hand-made a path for it. It became clear that we were entering
a well-ordered wild environment that comprised several
distinct land and vegetation types with perfectly adapted
bird and animal life. We decided within the first weeks of
our invasion that we would build our house on a minimum
amount of this land and would preserve the rest untouched, so
the wildlife to which it belonged could carry on undisturbed.
Now that the caravan is long gone and the house is 22 years
old, I can proudly say our bush is still unspoiled by human
“progress”, but there have been changes beyond our control,
mostly along the 1½ km of beachfront.

This year I again participated in the Hooded Plover survey,
walking a number of kilometres both north and south of our
immediate beach. I saw very few shorebirds, but attributed
that at least partly to the fact that it was an exceptionally
windy day. What I found about three kilometres to the north of
our property, however, was a very large weed bank that looked
like it had been there for quite a while and it had a goodsized flock of Sanderlings plus Silver and Pacific Gulls, Grey
Plovers and Little Black and Pied Cormorants. Still, there was
no sign of Ruddy Turnstones and I saw just one Red-capped
Plover on my entire walk.

For the first ten years we enjoyed a beach that was rarely
visited by anyone but us. Once in a great while an intrepid
surfer or fisher would venture this far south from Geraldton,
but we otherwise saw no one. The shorebirds were present in
great numbers and there were more Ruddy Turnstones, Silver
and Pacific Gulls, Crested and Caspian Terns and Red-capped
Plovers than we could count. In addition we frequently saw
Grey Plovers, Common Sandpipers, Sanderlings, Cormorants
and even the odd Hooded Plover in addition to Pied and Sooty
Oystercatchers, White-faced and Eastern Reef Egrets. In those
days (1984 –1994) there were so many Golden Ghost Crabs
on the beach at night and in the early mornings that we feared
for our toes if we stood in one place for more than a few
seconds.
The thing that seemed to attract and keep the birds in this area
was that from December to mid-February large amounts of
seaweed washed in and accumulated, forming a great bank
that stretched for several hundred metres parallel to the water.
This bank attracted flies that laid eggs in the rotting weed,
providing a smorgasbord of juicy maggots for the hundreds
of birds that rested there. This weed bank also provided
camouflage and protection from predators.
In our first year we trapped and disposed of over 100 feral
cats, but we still see one occasionally and find their footprints
on the beach along with those of the foxes. Foxes dig out the
crab holes for a meal and they certainly also harass the flocks
of resting birds in the very early morning and at twilight. From
the cat footprints it’s easy to conclude they can pick up an
easy bird-meal in the same way.
Since then the lobster fishing industry and amateur fishers
in this area have greatly increased in number and we can see
bare spots in the shallow inshore water that used to have a
rich covering of limestone and growing kelp and seagrasses.
Weed that does wash onto the beach doesn’t form a bank but
just piles up for a few days to a week and then goes back out
to sea. With the growing number of human visitors to this
beach for various recreational purposes there is now 4WD
traffic, including quad bikes, that renders the beach and lower
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dunes a hazardous place for nesting birds. We think this traffic
explains the virtual disappearance of the Red-capped Plovers
that used to be our most prolific shorebird along with the
Ruddy Turnstones, which are now gone altogether. We used to
see White-fronted Chats in the fore dune shrub cover, but they
are gone now, possibly due to the 4WD traffic. There is also a
marked decrease in crab numbers. On a bright note each year
a pair of Eastern Osprey introduce their latest fledgling to this
area of beach and the parents regularly consume their catch on
a dune sign we can see from the house. The White-bellied Sea
Eagles still fish the reefs as well, so we see them diving along
with the Eastern Osprey.

The range of bird species just inland from the beach is another
story. As I explained in the introduction, our “slice” of sand
hills encompasses several different bird environments, from
acacia woodlands and concentrations of Melaleuca forest
on black wattle sand to scattered coastal scrub on limestone
sand to low-growing coastal heath on beach sand. I’ve
never been able to make a complete bird list for the property
because some of the species (mainly the thornbills and other
tiny lookalikes) never cease to confuse me. Nevertheless,
in the woodlands and forests we have Singing Honeyeater,
Red-capped and White-breasted Robin, Golden Whistler,
Grey Shrike-thrush, Grey and Pied Butcherbird, Whitebrowed Babbler, Sacred Kingfisher, Grey Currawong, Tawny
Frogmouth, Laughing Dove, Crested Pigeon, Australian
Raven, White-browed Scrubwren, Variegated Fairy-wren,
Mistletoebird, Willy Wagtail and those hard-to identify
thornbills and little associates. Grey Fantail, Silvereye and
Rainbow Bee-eater come to nest in the winter, and Brown
Honeyeater arrives for a few months in spring. We’ve also
had occasional visits in dry years from a solitary Black-tailed
Native-hen. Raptors we see are Wedge-tailed Eagle, Little
Eagle, Black-breasted Buzzard, Australian Hobby, Blackshouldered Kite, Nankeen Kestrel, Brown Goshawk and
Spotted Harrier (one of which has been here as long as we
have and we can identify by its damaged leg).
Some of the above birds are ubiquitous throughout the
property, but the White-winged Fairy-wren is specific to the
coastal scrub and heath. Welcome Swallows fly the entire
property and we used to have White-backed Swallows nesting
in holes in low sand banks near the beach. These birds have
not been evident for the last two years, possibly because of
predators and/or dry conditions that make the sand too soft
for burrowing. Several mating pairs of Welcome Swallows
nest in a shed near the house every year. Occasionally on hot
summer days Fork-tailed Swifts make themselves known high
overhead by their whistling cry.
One huge mistake I made was to plant several Tamarisk
trees within a couple of hundred metres of the beach. These
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now mature trees, because of their height, are irresistible to
Australian Ravens that have built a nest in one. When they
are feeding their hatchlings they prey on the young of the
‘legitimate birds’, such as the White-browed Scrubwren,
fairy-wren, Singing Honeyeater and Silvereye that build their
easy-to-spot nests in the coastal scrub. We’ve removed the
Australian Raven nest twice, but now the tree is too tall to
climb. Because of that experience we have introduced no other
non-native plants to the area.

reptiles and mammals that escaped had to find a new home,
but we were fortunate in that the sand hills to the north and
south of our land were uninhabited so the evacuees didn’t have
far to go. As the bush began to regenerate it was interesting
to see what grew back first and not so nice to find that some
noxious weeds took a firm foothold. Once the seeds from the
former vegetation sent up replacements and trees grew past
the seedling stage we could hear birds again. It took ten years
for the regrowth to be complete and to choke out the weeds,
but we have now regained the full complement of birds. The
babblers took the longest to return but have now been in
residence for the past two years.

In January 1996 a bush fire destroyed the vegetation on the
eastern half of the property. That meant we lost all of our trees
except for those in one Melaleuca-specific valley and a few
more Melaleucas on the western edge of the burn. The birds,

Sue Harris

Crossword No. 7
by Pam Agar

1
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ACROSS
3. Data that helps assess current status of birds.
7. This testing is altering ideas on the relationship of
birds.
9. It could describe a robin, or a honeyeater.
10. Large wader.
12. Young wader, unable to fly as yet.
13. A bird-lover might find it difficult to …….. duckshooting.
15. Area surveyed regularly or systematically.
18. Initials of the smallest WA member of the family
Laridae.
19. Diving bird of rivers and coast.
23. Even a brief one may be significant later.
25. Birds ….. much effort to breed successfully.  
27. State of a bird in other than breeding plumage.
28. Hollow stems of feathers.
29. Garden birds may make use of a dripping one.
30. Possible water source.
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28
29

30

See page 36 for Answers
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DOWN
1. Detracting feature of a large breeding colony.
2. Half the name of an Australian cockatoo.
3. A resident Australian plover.
4. A beginner will need help … identify waders.
5. Accuracy of these is paramount for research.
6. Should it technically be one of these if the crown
is only small?
8. A tape-recording may do this successfully.
11. A Collared Sparrowhawk’s middle one is definitely
longer.
13. Draining coastal lakes is cause for this.
14. Is a White-bellied Sea-Eagle larger than a
Wedgetail?
16. Sound made by doves.
17. Regularly occurring in a particular area.
20. Colourful parrot of south-west WA.
21. A temporary one is necessary if banding numbers
of waders.
22. Magpie-larks commonly do this to their own
image.
24. Device for storing large numbers of records.
26. Mud and mosquitoes may … your will to observe
swamp birds.
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Notices

MEDIA RELEASES

BAWA ADVANCED BIRD ID CLASSES

Under the Birds Australia’s Media Policy (http://www.
birdsaustralia.com.au/estranet/current-policies.html) the
following points that apply to regional groups are brought
to members’ attention.

VENUE: WA ECO CENTRE
June 11th & 12th, July 30th and 31st 2011
Another opportunity to learn more about identification,
field marks, characteristics and bird sounds to add to
your enjoyment of birds.

Persons authorised to make media releases
One member of each of the committees of Regional and
Special Interest groups, preferably the chair of each of
those committees. In the event this is not the chair, the
spokesperson shall be agreed between the CEO and the
chair of the regional group.

The BAWA Community Education Committee will be
presenting the following classes in June and July at the
WA ECO CENTRE, 167 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat,
WA 6014.

Issues appropriate to regional groups

PRESENTERS
John Blyth, Frank O’Connor, Kim Onton, Rod Smith
and Brice Wells
DATES
Sat, June 11th Migration, local and international,
covering resident, nomadic and eruptive
topics
Sun, June 12th Parrots, cockatoos, night birds, owls,
frogmouths
Sat, July 30th Waders
Sun, July 31st Robins, cuckoos, babblers, treecreepers

Issues that are local in scope.

•

Issues that are relevant to the work or projects being
undertaken by regional groups.

•

Issues that are not defined as any category under
national office.

•

Issues that national office believe can be better
promoted by a regional group.

Procedure
A copy of all media releases must be sent to the
Communications Manager and the Web Administrator,
webmaster@birdsaustralia.com.au. This allows us to
maintain records of our interactions with the media and
ensures consistent messaging.
All media releases must be approved by the
Communications, Research or Conservation Managers and
the Chief Executive Officer prior to being sent out. This
includes media releases by project staff, regional groups,
special interest groups and reserve and observatory
management committees.

REGISTRATION
8.45am Class: 9.00am – 12.00pm –morning tea
provided
COST
$12.00 per class, to be paid on the day.

Suzanne Mather
Chair

BOOKINGS
Phone the Birds Australia office on 9383 7749
during office hours,
Mon-Fri 9.30am – 12.30pm
or email: mail@birdswa.com.au
State your name, a contact number, email address and
the date of the sessions you wish to attend.

Excursion for Birds Australia (WA)
Photo group

Shorebirds_WA email network

In this issue of WA Bird Notes, you will see a number
of excursions labelled as “Photo group”. Any member is
welcome to attend any of these. Keep in mind, however,
that the object will be to photograph birds, so the pace will
be much more leisurely than the conventional excursions,
and in most cases we won’t attempt to thoroughly cover the
entire location. You may find inordinate attention being
paid to quite ordinary birds.

To improve the communication of shorebird
conservation issues around Western Australia,
a new Yahoo Group has been established. The
group is called ‘Shorebirds_WA’ and members can
post email messages relevant to shorebirds and
their conservation in WA.
To join the group, visit the Shorebirds_WA home
page at:

There is no membership of the photo group as such, but
if you would like to be included in an e-mail list for photo
specific activities, contact Maris Lauva on 040302 9051
or Latvian_maris@ hotmail.com.

http://pets.groups.yahoo.com/group/Shorebirds_
WA/.
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HELLO BIRD LOVERS

2011 Rangelands surveys
16 July to 31 July

Keen to learn more about birds, to identify their song, to
learn to use those darn binoculars? Keen to meet other
people exploring our birdlife?

Following good rainfall in much of the
rangelands there is potential for good birding
this year.

Come to the inaugural session of Birds Australia Bunbury
Branch on 13 and 14 August: all day Saturday with
education and presentations and the first local field trip
Sunday morning.

The 2011 Rangelands Surveys will be at
Lakeside (near Cue) and Thundelarra. If there
is any time to spare we can also do some
surveys on Warriedar.

Amazingly, although the variety of birds in this region is
astounding, precious little information has been gathered.
We’d like to change that as we build our knowledge, our
observation skills and our experience. And we reckon it’s
more fun in a group.

Most of the buildings on Lakeside have been
sold so facilities there are expected to be very
limited whereas there should be reasonable
facilities at Thundelarra.

BAWA Chair Sue Mather and Mandurah Bird Observers’
Group’s Dick Rule will join the launch. Who knows – after
listening to them you might decide to join, too.

Further information will be sent by email to
those who express an interest in attending.
For all enquires or further details and the
opportunity to attend please contact a member
of the Rangelands Surveys sub-committee by
phone or email.

We’d like this group to be casual, with no meetings
except those in the field, with boots, binoculars and a
shared thermos. We believe that with growing knowledge,
enthusiasm and a love of our birds, we could start
something special.

Members are Ed and Alyson (9299 6283l), or
Pam and George (9457 2292)
or Ruth and John (9384 2098).

Please phone Sue Kalab 9791 4550
to register your interest.
Western Australian Bird Notes
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Sixth Biennial
AUSTRALASIAN ORNITHOLOGICAL CONFERENCE
CAIRNS, FAR NORTH QUEENSLAND

The next Australasian Ornithological Conference will be
held at the Cairns Campus of James Cook University from
28th – 30th September 2011 with the opening reception and
registration beginning on the 28th September.

BIRDS AUSTRALIA WESTERN AUSTRALIA (BAWA)
IS OFFERING
POSTGRADUATE STUDENT SPONSORSHIP
TO ASSIST ATTENDANCE AT THE AOC IN CAIRNS
28th – 30th September 2011
Sponsorships of $500 are offered for post graduate students
who are studying in Western Australia.
These will be allocated on the basis of the merit, quality and
relevance of submitted abstracts. The cut off date for the
submission of abstracts is 30th June 2011.
BAWA will notify successful applicants by email or post by
31st July 2011. A cheque for $500 will then be forwarded
and acknowledged to these people at the AOC2011.
The conditions of this sponsorship are that applicants:
• are enrolled for a postgraduate degree that is relevant to
ornithology
• are studying in Western Australia
• have registered to attend the AOC2011 for at least one
day
• are prepared to present a paper at this conference
• have not received any other subsidy or grant to attend
the AOC2011.
FURTHER INFORMATION AND THE REGISTRATION
FORM ARE FOUND ON THE BIRDS AUSTRALIA
WEBSITE.
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Ornithological Society
of New Zealand

Call for symposia
The conference will comprise 3 days of oral presentations
with a separate poster session on the afternoon of the
second day. Where possible the oral presentations each day
will reflect a theme established by the symposia for that
day and introduced by a plenary speaker. While symposia
and contributed papers on any topic are encouraged, in
keeping with the Far North Queensland location symposia
aligning with the theme of Ornithology in the Tropics are
particularly welcomed.
This announcement is a call for people interested in
organising symposia. Each symposium will comprise ~5
x 12 min concurrent spoken presentations on a single
theme. Symposia organisers will propose a specific theme
and contact and liaise with prospective presenters to
insure consistency of theme and full subscription to their
proposed topic.
To register interest in being a symposium organiser, or for
general enquiries about the conference
email: Brad Congdon
(brad.congdon@jcu.edu.au).
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Interested in Making Sound Recordings
and in Nature?

WA TWITCHATHON
DATES - Saturday 10th/Sunday 11th December, 2011

This is a rare opportunity when some of the best nature
recordists will be visiting WA. The Australian Wildlife Sound
Recording Group will be holding a workshop at Wellington
Forest Lodge and Conference (near Bunbury) from 19th to 23rd
September.
An exciting program has been planned, covering a wide variety
of topics. This includes (some still need to be confirmed):
• review of recording equipment which will be expanded
through the workshop as members share their experiences;
• recording and challenges in a variety of habitats including
aquatic plus some members will be sharing their exotic
holiday experience;
• call recognition software and examples of its application.
A wide variety of animal taxa will be covered such as birds, bats,
frogs, cetaceans and turtles. Topics covering these taxa are just
as varied.
If there is enough interest, a beginners’ course will also be
conducted, with topics ranging from equipment, field recording
methods, computer editing and analysis.
Attend the week, a few days or a day. Accommodation and
meals are included. For more information and cost, look on the
AWSRG website (www.awsrg.org.au).
RSVP 1st September.
Contact David Secomb 9821 7271
secowlet@gotalk.net.au

• 24hr Twitch:
5pm Saturday 10th – 5pm Sunday 11th
•
•

12hr Twitch: 5am – 5pm Sunday 11th

Armchair Twitch: 8hr period on Sunday 11th

The full set of rules, along with registration forms, will
be available from the BAWA office from July, or by
contacting jgraff2@hotmail.com. Please register your
team by 5th December.
For further information, contact John Graff,
either by e-mail at jgraff2@hotmail.com (preferred)
or by phone on 0424 008 179

Journal of Evolutionary Biology Research
Call for papers
Biology Research (JEBR) is a multidisciplinary peer-reviewed journal
published monthly by Academic Journals (www.academicjournals.
org/JEBR). JEBR is dedicated to increasing the depth of Evolutionary
Biology Research across disciplines with the ultimate aim of improving
Evolutionary research.
JEBR welcomes the submission of manuscripts that meet the general
criteria of significance and scientific excellence in this subject area,
and will publish:
•
•
•

Original articles in basic and applied research
Case studies
Critical reviews, surveys, opinions, commentaries and essays

We invite you to submit your manuscript(s) to jebr.journals@gmail.
com for publication. Our objective is to inform authors of the decision
on their manuscript(s) within four weeks of submission. Following
acceptance, a paper will normally be published in the next issue.
Instruction for authors and other details are available on our website:
http://www.academicjournals.org/JEBR/Instruction.htm

DRINK WINE TO HELP SAVE PARROTS

JEBR is an Open Access Journal
One key request of researchers across the world is unrestricted access
to research publications. Open access gives a worldwide audience
larger than that of any subscription-based journal ad thus increases
the visibility and impact of published work. It also enhances indexing,
retrieval power and eliminates the need for permissions to reproduce
and distribute content. JEBR is fully committed to the Open Access
Initiative and will provide free access to all articles as soon as they are
published.

The Friends of the Western Ground Parrot are raising funds
to help support conservation efforts for the Critically
Endangered Western Ground Parrot.
Less than 140 birds are known to survive, with populations
now confined to Cape Arid National Park and the Fitzgerald
River National Park.

Kingsley Imonije
Editorial Assistant
Journal of Evolutionary Biology Research (JEBR)
E-mail: jebr.journals@gmail.com
www.academicjournals.org/JEBR

Jim and Chris Creighton of
Condingup Vineyards, east of
Esperance, have kindly offered
to support fundraising by selling
some of their fine red wines for this
worthy cause. The support is most
generous – more than a third of the
cost of the wine sold through the
Friends will go to assist the Western
Ground Parrot.

New members

Just for your benefit, some of us have carried out detailed
and extensive research to make sure these wines are up to
scratch. After in-depth interviews with the wine-maker, a
careful on-site inspection of the winery and our detailed
and meticulous analyses of the wines themselves, we
strongly recommend these wines. If you like fine wines, you
will not be disappointed.
Please contact the Friends of the Western Ground Parrot
wgparrot@gmail.com if you have any queries, or order via
the Friends’ web site
http://www.western-ground-parrot.org.au/.
Western Australian Bird Notes
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very few sightings, so we continued on to the inlet where a
group of Varied Sittellas and Red-winged Fairy-wrens joined
us at lunch time. A Common Sandpiper was seen foraging
along the rocky foreshore. A total of 51 species were recorded
on the day.

8 February – Rushy Point
Despite strong winds and threatening grey skies, there was
an excellent turnout which included visitors from the UK.
Shorebird numbers were fairly low, but with the incoming tide
pushing birds closer to the foreshore, good views were to be
had. There were Bar-tailed Godwits, Great Knots, Red-necked
Stints and a lone Ruddy Turnstone to be admired. Grey and
Pacific Golden Plovers appeared side by side, with one of the
latter sporting a yellow and orange leg flag. However, before
long heavy drizzle set in and for the first time an outing had to
be called off after morning tea.

19 / 20 February – Shorebird Conservation Workshop at
Living Lakes Forum in Denmark
Greenskills project manager Basil Schur organised a 4-day
forum on shorebirds, which included a weekend shorebird
identification workshop run by Birds Australia's shorebird
expert Bill Rutherford and Shorebird 2020 WA coordinator
Kim Onton, with assistance from Albany branch members.

8 March – Lake Powell / Morley Beach
Bird life was prolific at Lake Powell with numerous species
of ducks including the Australasian Shoveler. Black-winged
Stilts were observed close to the bird hide. At Morley Beach
most of the mudflats were still under water, severely reducing
the number of shorebirds usually found at Wilson Inlet. A
few exposed islands had Red-capped Plovers, Red-necked
Stints, Common Greenshanks, Sharp-tailed Sandpipers
(see photograph, page 2) and a lone Pectoral Sandpiper. At
morning tea some of us found ourselves berated by a group of
Splendid and Red-winged Fairy-wrens who were obviously
not too happy with our presence. A Scarlet Robin soon joined
the fray and no binoculars were required, so close were the
birds. We continued on to Lake Nenamup where high water
levels again prevented access to the foreshore. Large numbers
of ducks, cormorants and spoonbills were found on the lake.
Our lunch spot at Youngs Bay, the eastern end of Wilson Inlet,
had a dozen Great Crested Grebes, which brought the tally to
66 species.

Twenty-five participants, who came from as far away
as Esperance, were eager to improve their shorebird
identifications skills and under Bill’s and Kim’s enthusiastic
tutelage everyone soon felt confident enough to tell apart
sandpipers from plovers and stints from stilts (see photograph,
page 43).
Armed with spotting ‘scopes the group set out to explore
Wilson Inlet’s Morley Beach where shorebird habitat was
limited to a tiny fringe of shoreline and a few small islands of
dry land. With the number of shorebirds present being rather
low, quality made up for quantity when Bill’s skilled eye
detected a Ruff, a migratory species rarely found in Australia,
and a first for Wilson Inlet. Other highlights included Marsh
Sandpipers and Long-toed Stints. The more common species
included the Red-capped Plover, Red-necked Stint, Common
Greenshank and Black-winged Stilt.
With howling easterly winds, weather conditions were far
from perfect on the second day, but fairly typical for Albany
in summer. Rushy Point at Princess Royal Harbour provided
sufficient shelter to keep the spotting ‘scopes from being
blown over and with a high tide, birds were found close to
the shore. Bar-tailed Godwits, Great and Red Knots, Grey
and Pacific Golden Plovers made up the bulk of the sightings.
While the lone Ruddy Turnstone proved to be easy to identify,
the Greater Sand Plover tested everyone's skills.

12 April – Cheyne Beach / Waychinicup
It was rather wet when we met in Albany, but undeterred we
headed east to Cheyne Beach and by the time we arrived the
sun was peeking out from behind clouds. Shearwaters were
observed offshore while Crested Terns and Pacific Gulls were
patrolling closer to the shoreline. The resident Noisy Scrubbird was calling in the vicinity of the new toilet block and a
bristlebird was heard not far from the caravan park. We also
observed White-breasted Robin, Golden Whistler, Brush
Bronzewing and
Tawny-crowned
Honeyeater.
Only a single
White-cheeked
Honeyeater
was seen and
Southern Emuwrens remained
elusive. A
stop by the
Bar-tailed Godwit, Albany.
Waychinicup
Photo: Geoff Taylor
River provided
Vol 138 June 2011

On the way back to Denmark another stop at Morley Beach
offered good views of Sharp-tailed and Pectoral Sandpipers.
We all wondered what we might have seen if the habitat at
Morley Beach, an internationally important site for migratory
shorebirds, had not been so severely compromised by high
water levels caused by the non-opening of the Wilson Inlet
sand bar. Less than 10% of the shorebirds usually present
during the summer months were found at the inlet this year.
Sadly, the needs of migratory shorebirds, although protected
under legislation, had been completely ignored when the
decision not to breach the sandbar was made.
To facilitate communication among West Australians
interested in shorebirds, a Yahoo Group called Shorebirds_WA
30
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was recently launched. For more details, please visit: http://
pets.groups.yahoo.com/group/Shorebirds_WA.

BAWA e-news. Excursion leaders will be Ray Garstone (tel.
9844 7540), Brad Kneebone (tel. 9845 2233) or Anne Bondin
(tel. 9844 1793). Please don't hesitate to contact us if you
need further information. Our e-mail address is: albanybirds@
hotmail.com.
Anne Bondin

Future outings
Excursions will take place on Tuesday, 12 July, 9 August, 13
September and Sunday, 25 September. More details about
destinations, where to meet, etc, will be made available on

ESPERANCE BIRD OBSERVERS’ GROUP
with the last two years being so dry, the lake at present does
have a considerable shoreline and consequently some of the
birds are back! So, on 10 April, EBOG members keenly set
out to survey Lakes Warden and Wheatfield.

March outing, Welke’s Property
Sunday March 13 was a cool, sunny day, with a brisk seabreeze, when the Esperance Bird Observers’ Group visited
“Doc Fenwick’s” property which is now owned by the Welke
family. Extensive conservation work has been carried out
on the property, which is situated at the end of Telegraph
Road 10 km west of the town. This coastal farm is the
typical undulating sandy, limestone country with a series of
significant lakes winding through the property. Some of the
lakes have wonderfully eccentric names, such as “Spectacles”
and “Testicles”, which added interest to the day!

We approached Lake Warden from the south and immediately
saw 300 Red-necked Stints (some with breeding colours)
and two Hooded Plovers. On the north side of the lake were
345 Australian Shelducks, 35 Chestnut Teal, 23 Musk Ducks
and 63 Red-necked Avocets. Apart from a good number of
bushbirds, two Eastern Great Egrets and an Eastern Reef Egret
were present.

Unfortunately a number of the lakes were dry, resulting in no
bird life being spotted on them. However, there was water in
Mortijinup and Spectacle Lakes, with birds present. Those
members of the group who had attended the recent shorebird
workshops in Denmark were keen to show their newly gained
skills in both recognition and counting. With the birds often in
the far distance, skills were very tested.

Lake Wheatfield was approached from the northern end and
29 species of bushbirds and waterbirds were spotted, including
Masked Lapwing, Pink-eared Duck and Black-fronted
Dotterel. To complete a thoroughly enjoyable day we saw a
Scarlet Robin watching as bird lists were compared before
departure.
Dale Johnson

Three hundred Red-necked Stints were still gracing the shores
of Mortijinup Lake along with 26 Red-capped Plovers and on
the water were 14 Black Swans, four Common Greenshanks
and a Eurasian Coot. A good number of bushbirds were
observed during the day. At the western end of the lake ten
Australasian Shovelers were bobbing, along with five Great
Crested Grebes, 50 Little Pied Cormorants and 14 Musk
Ducks.

The following by Mike Gibbs was in our local paper,
Esperance Express:
“On Sunday visiting Birds Australia WA Education Committee
members Brice Wells, Rod and Joyce Smith were joined by 4
Esperance Bird Group members and 22 other bird enthusiasts
in a walk around Woody and Windabout Lakes and along the
Kep Wari Walk.

As we departed late in the day, we expressed relief that we
had been warned to cover-up against March Flies. They
endeavoured to outnumber the birds, but a wonderful day of
observing and companionship was enjoyed regardless.

The day started off calm though cloudy, the drizzle and
showers which came later, though, forcing the watchers
to seek shelter didn’t dampen their enthusiasm which was
rewarded by the sighting of 30 bird species, probably the
most spectacular and some of the biggest groups being the
pelicans who were gathered on the edge of Woody Lake and
soaring in formation overhead, the White-browed Scrubwren
and the Red-eared Firetail were the smallest birds seen.
Other interesting birds were the Western Spine-bill, Yellow
Spoonbill, the Golden Whistler and a comparative rarity, the
Marsh Sandpiper.

April outing, Lakes Warden and Wheatfield
The Lake Warden system, an important chain of lakes that hug
the town of Esperance, is such an important bird area that it
has been recognised as a RAMSAR wetland. Lying between
the farming hinterland and the sea, the lake system has
become the recipient of surplus water run-off from farming
areas and as a result the lakes have been flooded for greatly
extended periods. Water and nutrients caused by excessive
clearing, have resulted in the surrounding vegetation dying,
water quality being compromised and waders being deprived
of their habitat.

Sunday's walk capped off a busy few days for the Birds WA
visitors who had been presenting talks on West Australian
birds in a marquee at Adventureland Park on the Saturday,
and had given presentations on birds to Castletown School,
Esperance Senior High School, Star of the Sea School and
Esperance Primary School in the previous few days.

The first stage of a Recovery Catchment Action Plan has been
carried out recently to lower the water in some of the lakes,
including Lake Wheatfield, and to rehabilitate the shorelines.
Lake Warden has not yet been included in the drainage system
but is in the next phase scheduled to start this year. However,
Western Australian Bird Notes

The Esperance Bird Observers Group appreciated the effort
the BAWA visitors put in and were grateful for their time and
enthusiasm.”
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LOWER SOUTH WEST BRANCH
Black-Cockatoos, a Wedge-tailed Eagle, Rufous Treecreeper
and Restless Flycatcher. Five honeyeater species were
recorded including several Yellow-plumed Honeyeaters. All
up, 37 species were seen or heard during the morning.
June outing
The June outing will be a full day to Gardner River and Windy
Harbour on Sunday 12th. Meet at the Northcliffe Visitor
Centre at 8:30 am. Contact either Peter Taylor (9772 4788) or
Gillian Wheatley (9761 1274) for further details.
Peter Taylor

March outing
This was combined with the BAWA Campout to Lake
Wilgarup (see Excursions, page 33 and photograph, page 43).
April outing: Hillman Nature Reserve via Darkan
This was our first trip to this little known nature reserve,
originally a catchment for a railway dam, situated a few
kilometres north of Darkan. The dam and its artificial concrete
channels are still visible but the water level was very low
due to the drought. Members from Pemberton, Manjimup,
Donnybrook and Darkan spent a pleasant morning exploring
the open woodland and granite outcrops of the reserve. Few
birds were in evidence but good views were had of Carnaby’s

WHEATBELT AVON BRANCH BIRDS AUSTRALIA (WABBA)
This is a haunt for Crested Shrike-tit, White-browed Babbler
and several raptors.
30 October: Northam. Meet at Bernard Park in Northam
townsite at 8.30 am, from where a survey will be conducted
of the Northam Weir and surrounds. From there we will go
onto Meenar Reserve where lunch will be taken. After lunch
we will conduct a river walk near Burlong Pool. A full day
excursion led by Clinton Richter.
Any inquiries in regard to these excursions please contact Max
Howard on 9574 2102.

Excursion list 2011
17 July: Yorkrakine Rock/Tammin Railway Dam. Meet in the
Tammin townsite near the Tammin-Wyalkatchem Rd at 8:30
am. We should be able to record a good number of Wheatbelt
birds. A full day excursion led by John Masters.
11 September: Zoo property Bakers Hill. This is a new
property for birdwatching by BAWA members and was well
attended last year. Meet on the corner of Berrybrow Rd and
Colongine Rd, Bakers Hill at 8.30 am. Full day excursion led
by Cheryl and Alan Warburton. Bring GPS units and radios.

Western Australia

Europe

Inering Hills, Midwest region near
Carnamah 300 kms north of Perth
Purpose built studio for birdwatchers
with separate bedroom. Sleeps
2. Mulga Parrots a surety, Inland
Dotterels sometimes, Stubble Quail
in high summer, Major Mitchell’s Cockatoos in winter.
$275 3 nights. Weekdays mainly.

Scotland. Isle of Mull. Inner
Hebrides
Secluded sprawling family
holiday house on edge of loch.
Sleeps 4 or more. Colonies
of puffins & guillemots on
adjoining islands. Wheeling
Osprey often seen over and
around the cottage.
One week from $800-$980AUD.

Charnigup Farm, central to top birding spots in
Albany region
Resident birds include Red-winged Fairy-wrens, Scarlet,
White and Yellow Robins, Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos.
The guest wing sleeps 4, from $100.00 single per night.
Self-cater or B & B. Hosts are B.A. and Albany Branch
members. Happy to share local knowledge.
www.charnigup. com.au

France. Village of Bessines-sur-Gartempe, Limousin,
3 hours’ drive south from Paris
Terrace house in sizeable village with hospital, 2-3
cafes. Hedgerows and nearby lake. Sleeps 5. European
hedgerow birdlife, nearby Parc Naturel, some waders
on lakeshore.
One week from $500-$650AUD.

Trewent Farm stay. Half way between Pemberton
& Manjimup. 320 kms south of Perth
Woodland setting for old farmhouse and adjacent
cottage. Sleeps up to 8 (2 in cottage). Forest birds of the
south west encouraged by owners.
From $360 4 people for 2 nights. Extras @ $20 p.n.
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More details: Peter & Pauline Wittwer, B.A members.
Contact: Pauline.Wittwer@bigpond.com
Ph (08) 9951 1225
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LAKE JOONDALUP, 31 January

GARVEY PARK, 17 February

A small group of 15 individuals braved the potential cyclonic
conditions to enjoy a sunny and hot, but pleasant, walk along
Lake Joondalup. The water level was well down, with most
of the lake bed visible and dry, but there were still many
waterbirds, a few species of waders and several Spotless
Crakes in the reed beds. The warm conditions, along with the
effects of recent fires, also meant the numbers of bushbirds
was down. The final count of 69 species was remarkable given
the conditions.
Andrew Hobbs

A very pleasant walk along the river was enjoyed by 12
members. A total of 37 species were seen with two really great
highlights. After seeing and hearing plenty of Mistletoebirds,
Mike spotted a nest and we watched as the parent birds fed
the three chicks as they poked their bright red bills through
the nest opening (see photograph, page 36). Just after this,
a Caspian Tern flew down the river, closely followed (or
chased!) by an Australian Hobby. Wow, did they move!
Thank you all very much for coming and we hope you enjoyed
it as much as we did.
Maureen and Ted Cawley

CANNING RIVER REGIONAL PARK, 20 February
BLACKWALL REACH, BICTON,
12 February
Seventeen of us arrived to enjoy the usual walk to the Point
Walter sand-spit where there is usually a sighting of Redcapped Plover, Australian Pied Oystercatcher and occasionally
the Fairy Tern. With the wind coming over the large expanse
of Melville Water, the conditions were perfect for the kiteboard riders who, in their preparation, covered the beach of
the sand-spit right out to the greenery at the end, frightening
off the usually prolific bird-life, the Black Swan being the only
ones to survive the intrusion.
Despite this intrusion, there were some positives coming out
of the morning. It was a joy to see so many White-cheeked
Honeyeaters, particularly after the last two years where there
was concern for the depleting numbers. The “Odd-couple”
(the pair of a Western Corella and Galah, known to be together
for around 40 years) were sighted, even if only a glimpse. It
was interesting to see photos, circulated among the crowd, of
another “Odd-couple” sighted at Joondalup.

Visiting Wilson Lagoon first produced six species of duck and
Black-fronted Dotterel but no crakes or rails. Wharf Street
Wetland Development was visited and some of the lakes
below City of Canning offices where a flock of 200+ Little
Corellas flew over. Woodland near Greenfield Street Bridge
was unusually quiet but a detour to Liege Street Development
provided Australasian Grebes with two young. The return leg
was largely through areas affected by fire.
Following morning tea a few people visited Banksia Hill
where Rainbow Bee-eater, Red-capped Parrot, Sacred
Kingfisher, Weebill and Rufous Whistler were added. In all, 54
species were seen or heard.
George and Pam Agar

WELLARD WETLAND, 26 February

The only missing cormorant was the Little Black, which the
leader had seen on the previous day. The Australasian Darter
didn’t let us down. Only one Eastern Osprey but surely there
would be others around. Compared with other years, there
were more Laughing Kookaburras and Rainbow Lorikeets
seen but strangely not many corellas. The Striated Pardalote
was sighted but the usual constant call was missing.
There is no doubt that this is probably one of the most
picturesque walks on the Swan River. Full credit to the local
governing body and volunteers for their efforts in combating
the vandalism and thoughtless people encroaching on the lands
they are trying to regenerate and save. They haven’t won the
battle completely but are keeping them at bay.
It was an earlier finish than usual, having skipped the sandspit, but sitting under the shade of a big gum tree on the lawn
right along the shore of the Swan River is the ideal spot to
have a cup of tea and do the bird count which was over the
usual 30 mark (31).
Eric Pyatt
Western Australian Bird Notes

Fourteen birders gathered on a relatively cool, overcast
morning. Forty hectares of the park had recently been burned
so the walk was conducted in reverse.
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A very brave group of 15 birders turned up on a steaming
hot day and enjoyed a good walk. A total of 57 species were
seen with the highlight being a couple of Wood Sandpipers
that posed very well for us. A good selection of ducks and
raptors were, like us, trying to find some shade. It was good
to welcome a couple of BOCA members and to enjoy their
pleasure at seeing some of WA’s best birds. Many thanks to
Charles for a very pleasant outing.
Maureen Cawley

WILGARUP LAKE CAMPOUT, 4-7 March
The last time a campout was held at this Land for Wildlife
property was in December 1998 when water was lapping
over the causeway. This year, however, was the driest in 25
years and much of the lake bed was easily accessible on foot.
Twenty eight members from Perth, Albany and Katanning
and some from the local Lower SW Branch spent an idyllic
Vol 138 June 2011
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weekend away from the Perth heat-wave. Saturday and
Monday were spent around the lake itself and in neighbouring
Alco Nature Reserve. On Sunday we ventured further afield,
visiting Dingup Nature Reserve east of Manjimup and
Bridgetown Jarrah Park. On the property itself, including the
firebreak trail alongside Alco NR we recorded 91 species,
highlighted by excellent views of several Spotless Crakes and
a brief glimpse of a Southern Emu-wren (though many were
heard). Two more species were recorded off the property,
bringing the final weekend tally to 93 and earning Willie
McGill the prized bottle of local red.

Musk Duck which were together, allowing for comparisons.
Two Pink-eared Ducks were a change from the large numbers
of the other duck species.
Five raptor species were seen. The territorial Australian Hobby
was being harassed by a pair of Black-shouldered Kites; a
Nankeen Kestrel was unconcernedly hawking nearby.
Several honeyeater species were seen despite clearing of nonendemic vegetation in the area. The highlight of the walk was
the sighting of White-fronted Chats. They were not easily seen
as they foraged with Welcome Swallows and Black-fronted
Dotterels amongst the dead Typha stalks.

Thanks go to Eric and Yvonne Phillips for again allowing us
unlimited access to this wonderful site. Special mention, too,
for members of the Double Dunny Dismantling Detail, who
returned the campsite to its original pristine state under the
most insalubrious of conditions!

Many thanks to the members who carried their ‘scopes around
the lakes for the enjoyment and education of all the group.
Claire Gerrish

See photograph, page 43.
Peter Taylor

PELICAN POINT, 18 March
Eight keen birdwatchers attended the walk led by Charles
Merriam at Pelican Point. After listening to a short discourse
about the history of Pelican Point and the environmental
issues threatening this area, we were lucky to sight 27
different species. There was only one lone Grey Plover and
some Black-winged Stilts — the rest of the waders appeared
to have already left. The tide was high and the inland lake
has been extremely extensive in coverage particularly for
this time of year. As expected the mosquitoes were very
welcoming. Charles also told us of the 40 year continuous
monitoring of this area by Max Bailey and colleagues. We
were lucky to have that input as to the current status of the
bird population compared to the initial sightings. Thank you
Charles and Max for a very enjoyable walk.

WOODMAN POINT, 2 April
The annual jaeger watch from Woodman’s Point with the
knowledgeable John Darnell is always interesting. This year
the Silver Gulls were feeding out in the bay about half to one
kilometre away. Sixteen people had distant views of many
Arctic Jaegers and one Pomarine Jaeger harassing the gulls
for their catch. About 9:30 am two Arctic Jaegers flew over
our heads giving wonderful views of these difficult to identify
birds. A week later a possible Long-tailed Jaeger was reported
– that’s birding!
There were Grey Plovers, Ruddy Turnstones and Red-capped
Plovers about the point and a Little Eagle was seen at morning
tea.
Sue Abbotts

WEARNE ROAD, NORTH BANNISTER, 9 April

Huxley and Margaret Prickett

PENGUIN ISLAND, 19 March
We were met with a little island and bountiful flocks of
Bridled Terns flying around, amongst breeding plumaged
Australian Pelicans. After a lot of searching beneath the
walkways we finally came upon two Little Penguins.

The weather was great but only nine people made the long
trek to North Bannister. We started in the Wandoo and saw 32
species. Highlights were Western Spinebill, Hooded Robin,
Blue-breasted Fairy-wren, Restless Flycatcher, Rufous Treecreeper and White-browed Babbler. The stunner was excellent
views of Painted Button-quail walking on the firebreak!
We then went up Metro Road to the waterhole and added
another nine species, for a total for the day of 41 species. The
best birds at this site were Rufous Treecreeper, Yellow Robin
and Scarlet Robin. We all enjoyed watching the birds and a
large male kangaroo drinking from the waterhole.

All in, 20 bird species were sighted and a lovely day was had
by all, including our youngest birder of just eight months old.
Gavin White

Robyn Pickering

ASCOT WATERS, 14 April
FLOREAT LAKES VIA PONY CLUB, 27 March
Once again, due to our early start we found the car park
full of insectivorous birds making the most of the clouds of
midges emerging from the lush green grass. Twenty four
local and two interstate members and two visitors saw 63 bird
species around the lakes. Bushbirds were as prevalent as the
waterbirds. The initial soft light and still water made for very
favourable photographic opportunities for the many cameras.
Six duck species were present, including Blue-billed Duck and
Vol 138 June 2011
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A Tawny-crowned Honeyeater was seen for the first time
in this location by the early birds. This ‘almost island’ is
surrounded by reed beds of the Swan River and can be seen
well from the path. Thirteen birders saw 50 species, the
majority being the usual waterbirds and including Buff-banded
Rail and Little Grassbird. Six honeyeater species, Rufous
Whistler and excellent views of Mistletoebird attest to the
success of the revegetation efforts made here.
Sue Abbotts
Western Australian Bird Notes
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Total species count for the weekend was 136 with Loius
DeKlerk taking the prize, a handcrafted spoon kindly donated
by Gib Trethowan. Thanks go to Sue Abbotts for her excellent
planning and leadership, ably assisted by Darryl James, Sue
Mather and Gavin White. A special thanks also to members of
the Esperance Bird Observers’ Group who provided a wealth
of inside information and wonderful hospitality.
Peter Taylor

ESPERANCE CAMPOUT, 22 – 26 April
A large group of 50 visitors and six locals spent a warm
Easter at Esperance on this extra long weekend campout
with a surprising number of highlights. A flock of 40-50
Cape Barren Geese was discovered near Lake Warden while
Black-faced Cormorants were easy to find on the town jetties.
Lake Monjingup proved to be a magical place when a flock
of 40+ Fork-tailed Swifts, hawking in front of a storm front,
entertained the group over lunch — an unusual record, as this
species has normally departed Australia by mid-April. Woody
Island was also a hit with plenty of Flesh-footed Shearwaters,
Australasian Gannets and a Brown Skua seen from the boat,
not to mention some obliging Brown Quail, Rock Parrots and
Red-eared Firetails giving great photo opportunities around
the island’s bird baths.

COLLINS ROAD, BROOKTON HWY, 1 May
Twenty three members and guests joined John for a very
pleasant walk in the very dried up Wandoo. A total of 32
species were seen including Western Yellow Robin and Rufous
Treecreeper, but the highlight had to be a pair of Tawny
Frogmouths cuddled up in the sunshine. Then, while watching
a group of Blue-breasted Fairy-wrens, a Yellow-footed
Antechinus, a small marsupial, ran along the log among them
and gave us a wonderful show. Thanks to John for a great
outing.
Maureen Cawley

See photograph, page 43.
Perhaps the bird of the trip, however, was the lone Doublebanded Plover seen at Lake Bannitup on Dale and David
Johnson’s property. A vagrant to WA, most of the group had
close-up views of this unusual trans-Tasman migrant.

Observatory reports

BROOME BIRD OBSERVATORY
The Wet season is usually the quiet
season at BBO — the time for doing
maintenance, planning courses and
getting things ready for the bustle of the
Dry. Not this year, though!
The first big event was the arrival of
the annual Australasian Wader Study
Group expedition in February-March. Comprising nearly
40 participants from Australia, Japan, Taiwan, Hong Kong,
Malaysia, China, The Netherlands and UK, the expedition
worked tirelessly for long days cannon-netting shorebirds
in hot and humid conditions. After a slow start because of
inclement tides, the end results were very pleasing, with
good numbers and variety of birds banded and flagged. Part
of the expedition was undertaken along 80 Mile Beach south
of BBO, where the good rains had attracted huge flocks of
White-winged Black Terns, some of which were netted — a
rare event! Two different film crews — both from South
Korea — joined the expedition at different times. It is hoped
that the footage collected by these crews will help highlight
South Korea’s involvement in the destruction of shorebird
feeding habitat in the Yellow Sea. Personally we also hope
that the footage of us getting both cars bogged when
taking one of the crews out into the field will never find its
way onto the big screen!

arrival of our Assistant Wardens by a week. No sooner had
they turned up than we began to hear shorebirds calling
over the observatory in the evenings — the migration had
begun! This coincided with our two very successful Wave the
Waders Goodbye courses in which participants honed their
ID skills, learnt about the ecology of migratory shorebirds,
and birded a variety of different habitats. Concomitant with
the first course was an expedition of researchers satellitetagging Red Knots. Course participants benefited greatly
from seeing birds up-close, as well as from evening lectures
by the researchers. Preliminary data from the tagging has
already revealed some interesting movements of birds
during high tide.
Recent notable bird sightings include Flock Pigeon, Yellow
Wagtail, Sooty Tern, Common Redshank, two different snipe
species, a Crimson Chat (believe it or not, an unusual bird
for the Broome area), Australian Painted Snipe, and some
buttonquail which need closer scrutiny. We can’t wait to
explore the surrounding lakes and lagoons once the flooded
areas have receded a bit more.
Finally, the Birds of Broome Region Courses (25th – 30th
September and 10th – 15th October) are filling up fast, so
book now.
Glen Ewers and Sarah Katz (Wardens)

Rain continued to fall quite late this Wet, causing whole
swathes of country to be inundated, as well as delaying the
Western Australian Bird Notes
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EYRE BIRD OBSERVATORY
We arrived at Eyre on 30 January after
leaving Nullarbor Roadhouse where
the temperature was 30oC at 6 am. We
had driven for five days from Sydney in
temperatures of over 40oC every day. That
last hot morning we saw dozens of Banded
Lapwings and Inland Dotterels on the Eyre
Highway and we assumed they had retreated from the hot
inland to the relative cool of the coast.

stayed around for the last month and there have been a few
Grey Fantails at the bird bath under the Acacia cyclops and
one displays a lot of white feathers in its fanned out tail.

This stint at Eyre has whizzed by and we have seen many
different species of birds. There were daily flocks of Rainbow
Bee-eaters early on and progressively more and more
Galahs, occasionally flocks of 45 screeching as they flew over
the mallee around the house. Constants for Kanidal Beach
were Red-capped Plovers, Pacific Gulls, Caspian and Crested
Terns, a couple of Little Black
Cormorants and up to 50 Silver
Gulls without a hot chip shop for
35 km. Other beach birds included
Red-necked Stints, Sanderlings,
Double-banded Plovers and
at Nine Mile dozens of Sooty
Oystercatchers feeding amongst
the weed.

Out on the walking and driving tracks the raucous calls of
the White-fronted Honeyeaters have been heard giving the
impression that there must be hundreds of them foraging
in the flowering mallee. We have spotted these usually
elusive clown-faced birds on the Hampton Tableland and at
Burnabbie below the escarpment. Other sightings on many
of our jaunts have included Weebills, Inland and Yellowrumped Thornbills, Striated and Spotted Pardalotes, Mulga
Parrots and, once, Varied Sittellas.

Two Brown Falcons have been regular visitors, with an adult
and juvenile sometimes calling to each other. Also on a
number of occasions the adult and
juvenile Collared Sparrowhawks
have come in to the bird baths.
It has been very helpful for our
identification skills to have seen
the Brown Goshawk shortly after
seeing the Collared Sparrowhawk,
thus showing us how similar
in looks they are but the very
obvious difference in size. Our stay
Early in our tenure there was a
wouldn’t have been complete if
family of Pied Oystercatchers
we had missed seeing the majestic
usually seen a few kilometres west
White-bellied Sea-Eagle flying
Collared Sparrowhawk, Eyre.
along the beach; we watched daily
over the sand dunes and on one
Photo: Rod Smith
as the two adults attended to the
occasion swooping down and
two juveniles feeding on the tide
scattering Silver Gulls and Sooty
line. They were seen for about a month then they were gone Oystercatchers, or the Wedge-tailed Eagles, one seen at the
and recently two adults have returned to the same area of
Telegraph Station one morning flying through a flock of 40
beach.
screeching Galahs circling madly around the valley and over
Mount Joseph, the big sand dune just south of the house.
Bushbirds have been prolific, with Singing Honeyeaters
nearly outnumbering the New Holland Honeyeaters. We
We have really appreciated a different season at Eyre and
have watched the regular visitors such as Brown-headed,
have been spoilt with the spectacular sightings as well
Brown and White-eared Honeyeaters at the bird baths
as the regular species that are always fascinating in their
as well as Red Wattlebirds, Silvereyes and White-browed
habits.
Scrubwrens. An unusual sighting was a Diamond Dove that
Nick and Rachel Hill
came to the bird baths for a couple of weeks. Two Australian
Caretakers
Magpies have moved into the neighbourhood and have

Crossword answers No. 7
ACROSS

3. historical; 7. DNA; 9. scarlet; 10. godwit; 12. runner; 13.
condone; 15. site; 18. at (Arctic Tern); 19. cormorant; 23.
fieldnote; 25. invest; 27. eclipse; 28. quills; 29. tap; 30. lake.
DOWN

1. odour; 2. gang; 3. hooded; 4. to; 5. records; 6. coronet; 8.
attract; 11. toe; 13. concern; 14. no; 16. coo; 17. endemic;
20. rosella; 21. pen; 22. attack; 24. disk; 26. test.

Mistletoebird at nest, Garvey Park
(see Excursions, page 33).
Photo: Maureen and Ted Cawley
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Coming events
Important note re campouts
Members anticipating attending campouts must notify the BAWA Office (9383 7749) of the number in their party and when they will
arrive. If you are unsure, put your name down as you can always cancel.
An emergency contact number should also be provided in case of accident.

New members
Please let the leaders know that you are a new member and don’t hesitate to ask for assistance with bird sightings.

Saturday 4 June to Monday 6 June:
Foundation Day Campout, Lake
Towerrinning
Lake Towerrinning is 240 km south of
Perth via Albany Highway. Turn southwest at Arthur River onto the Boyup
Brook–Arthur Road and travel 32 km,
then north onto Darkan Road South for
1.5 km.
Lake Towerrinning is a large and
beautiful semi-freshwater lake with
clean, sandy beaches. The area is
interesting ecologically as it lies at
the meeting of the Jarrah and inland
Wandoo and Whitegum woodland
types. It is an Important Bird Area (IBA)
for Blue-billed Duck.
The camping area is on the shores of
the lake and has both powered and
unpowered sites, hot showers, wood
BBQs and a small shop. It is suitable for
caravans.
Please contact the campground hosts
to book on 08 9863 1040 or by email on
lakeside@ lakesidecamping.com.au .
Also please call the BA office on 9383
7749 to put your name on the list.
For members and guests only.
Leaders: David Secomb and Maris Lauva

Saturday 4 to Monday 6 June:
Foundation Day Campout, Mount
Gibson Wildlife Sanctuary
This campout is in collaboration with
the Australian Wildlife Conservancy
(AWC) who have owned and managed
Mt Gibson Station as a wildlife sanctuary
since 2001. AWC have been controlling
feral animals on the station and
monitoring the effect on wildlife.
The turnoff to Mt Gibson Wildlife
Sanctuary is 74 km north-east of Wubin
along the Great Northern Highway
heading for Paynes Find. The homestead
is 27 km from the main road. Twowheel-drive vehicles are able to get into
the sanctuary, but four-wheel-drives
will be needed when moving around.
Fill your fuel tank at Wubin. Bring warm
clothes and sleeping gear as it gets cold
inland at this time of year.
Western Australian Bird Notes

Accommodation: AWC has agreed to
waive all camping fees. There is a visitor
centre which has five single dongas
with two showers/toilets and cooking
facilities. Nearby there is a shearing shed
with use of the visitor centre facilities.
We will camp in this area but there will
be no power for the campers.
We plan to carry out surveys in different
vegetation types around the station.
The birdwatching is good for dry land
species such as Southern Scrub-robin,
Chestnut and Chestnut-breasted Quailthrush, Mulga and Bourke’s Parrot,
honeyeaters, Redthroat and Malleefowl.
Numbers will be limited so please
call the BA office on 9383 7749 to put
your name on the list. Bookings for the
dongas will also be taken at the BAWA
office.
For members and guests only.
Leaders: John and Ruth Luyer
Sunday 5 June: Gleneagles Rest Area
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:45 am at the Gleneagles
Rest Area approximately 25 km down
Albany Highway from Armadale. We
will look for Western Yellow Robin,
Red-winged Fairy-wren, Western
Spinebill and Western Wattlebird. After
morning tea, we will look on the other
side of the highway for Scarlet Robin,
Western Thornbill and possibly Rufous
Treecreeper.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Frank O’Connor
Sunday 12 June: Wireless Hill/
Booragoon Lake
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the first car park
on the right hand side of Telefunken
Drive. From Risely Street turn west
into Almondbury Road and go straight
through the roundabout onto Telefunken
Rd and into Wireless Hill Park. Sixty
species of birds have been seen here.
We will then continue a short drive to
Booragoon Lake to look for waterbirds
and raptors.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Alan Galbraith
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Thursday 16 June: Tomato Lake,
Kewdale
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8.00 am near the small tearooms
at Tomato Lake off Oats Street, Kewdale.
Travelling south along Orrong Road
turn left into Oats Street and about 800
m on the right there is a drive-way into
the parking area. Bring morning tea.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Maris Lauva
Saturday 18 June: Len Howard
Conservation Park, Mandurah
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the car park at the
end of Murray Quay Drive. From the
Mandurah Bypass turn into Sticks
Boulevard (left when travelling from
Perth) and then turn right into Murray
Quay Drive. After morning tea we
will move to Erskine Lakes to look for
additional species.
Bring your scope if you have one.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Robyn Pickering
Saturday 25 June: Flynn Road,
Mundaring
Half/Full-day excursion
Meet at 9:00 am at the corner of Flynn
Road and Great Eastern Highway, about
10 km past Sawyers Valley or 1 km on
the Perth side of The Lakes (the York
turnoff). We will look at several areas of
Wandoo woodland, where three species
of robin are often seen, and sometimes
Crested Shrike-tit. Wear wellingtons or
other boots as we shall cross water. Bring
morning tea that you can carry. Bring
lunch if you would like to continue with
us at a further area nearby.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Charles Merriam
Monday 27 June: Bold Park Eco Centre,
Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat
Meeting, 7:30 pm
Nic Dunlop, will give a talk entitled
“The role of foraging ecology in
contrasting responses to a changing
ocean climate in two dark terns”.
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Sunday 3 July: Paruna Sanctuary
Full-day excursion including BBQ

Saturday 16 to Sunday 31 July:
Rangelands Surveys

Meet at 8:30 am in the car park at the
end of Avon Road. Travelling on the
Toodyay Road, turn north into O’Brien
Road, which becomes Clenton Road
after 15.3 km, and after a further 2 km
turn north onto Avon Road. This road
is gravelled but quite suitable for any
vehicle, and less than 1 km in length.
Allow 20 minutes from the Toodyay/
O’Brien Roads turnoff.

See details under Notices.

Paruna Sanctuary is owned by the
Australian Wildlife Conservancy (AWC)
and we will be carrying out surveys of
three sites. AWC members will be joining
us and they will provide a BBQ lunch for
those attending.
For members and guests only.
Leaders: Sue Abbotts, John Graff, and Alan
Galbraith
Saturday 9 July: North Mole, Fremantle
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the end of North
Mole, near the lighthouse. We will look
for seabirds here, and may go on to
Woodman Point. Bring your telescope if
you have one.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Michael Craig
Sunday 10 July: Herdsman Lake
Photo Group morning activity
Meet at 8:30 am opposite the pony
club off Pearson St. We will explore
the difficulties presented by various
directions of light reflected on the water.
We will also walk to a more bushy
location often boasting a number of
small bushbirds flitting through the
foliage. Contact the leader to find out
the topic to be informally discussed at
morning tea after the walk.
Any member or guest interested in bird
photography is welcome.
Leader: Maris Lauva. latvian_maris@
hotmail.com
Saturday 16 July: Eric Singleton Bird
Reserve, Bayswater
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am in the car park on
Bellevue St. Travelling away from the
city on Guilford Rd, turn right at Garratt
Rd and then left at Williamson St and
right at Leake St. Follow Leake St until
it terminates at the car park. We will
walk around the main lake in the bird
sanctuary and should see a variety of
waterbirds and bushbirds.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Charles Merriam
Vol 138 June 2011

Saturday 23 July: The Spectacles,
Kwinana
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8.30 am in the car park in
McLaughlan Road. Proceed along
the Kwinana Freeway and turn right
(west) into Anketell Road. Travel
approximately 2 km, then turn left into
McLaughlan Road. A good variety of
bushbirds including Grey Currawong
can be found here.

lake. Little Rush Lake is part of the
Beeliar Regional Park. Turn off North
Lake Road into Osprey Drive, right into
Dotterel Way, then right into Grassbird
Loop. There is a path around the lake,
and we should see plenty of waterbirds
and bushbirds. Bring morning tea.
For members and the general public.
Leaders: John and Ruth Luyer
Saturday 13 August: Wearne Rd, North
Bannister
Photo Group morning activity

Allan Burbidge will give a talk entitled
“Translocation of birds from Barrow
Island to the Montebello Islands”.

Meet at 8:30 am at North Bannister
Roadhouse. As a group, we will travel to
Wearne Rd, about 2 km back up Albany
Highway. We will look for the Hooded
Robin, Western Yellow Robin and Scarlet
Robin, which are often in the open.
We will also be seeking the Restless
Flycatcher, which can be a formidable
challenge to the photographer. Contact
the leader to find out the topic to be
informally discussed at morning tea after
the walk.

Sunday 31 July: Wungong Gorge
Half-day excursion

Leader: Maris Lauva latvian_maris@hotmail.
com

For members and the general public.
Leader: Robyn Pickering
Monday 25 July: Bold Park Eco Centre,
Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat
Meeting, 7:30 pm

Meet at 8.30 am at the first car park for
Wungong Dam at the end of Admiral
Road, off Albany Highway. Over 90
species of birds have been recorded here
including Red-eared Firetail, Whitebreasted Robin and Red-winged Fairywren.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Steve Burns

Saturday 6 August: Wambyn Nature
Reserve, York
Full-day excursion
Meet at 8.30 am at the entrance to
Wambyn Nature Reserve. Travel along
Great Eastern Highway to The Lakes
turnoff to York. Travel about 32 km
along the Great Southern Highway and
turn right at the sign “P 1 km” and park
near the gate.
Bring morning tea and lunch. There is
a good variety of bushbirds, including
robins, Restless Flycatcher, Brownheaded Honeyeater and Rufous
Treecreeper.
For members and guests only.

Any member or guest interested in bird
photography is welcome.

Sunday 14 August: Canning River
Regional Park, Wilson
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the Kent Street Weir
car park. The walk follows a 5 km circuit
along the Canning River, viewing a
large selection of bush and waterbirds,
hopefully with sightings of the elusive
Spotless Crake.
For members and the general public.
Leaders: George and Pam Agar
Saturday 20 August: Lake Gwelup,
Stirling
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park at the
corner of Stoneman Street and Huntriss
Road, north of Karrinyup Road. We
should see waterbirds and bushbirds,
and raptors are often seen here. The lake
dries up in summer, but it should be
reasonable after some winter rain.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Clive Nealon

Leader: Robyn Pickering

Thursday 11 August: Little Rush Lake,
Yangebup
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am near the playground on
the western side of this small wooded
38

Sunday 21 August: Pelagic trip, Hillarys
Boat Harbour
This is your chance to see albatross and
petrels close up. Bring your camera
and lunch. The Blue Juice Charters boat
leaves at 7:00 am and we return at about
3:30 pm. We will head nearly 60 km
Western Australian Bird Notes
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offshore to the trench west of Rottnest to
look for seabirds and cetaceans. The cost
will be $110 if there are 27 people or $115
if there are 25 people.
You must book by contacting Alan
Collins on 9291 4219 or alaninoz@iinet.
net.au.
Leader: Alan Collins
Monday 22 August: Bold Park Eco
Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat
Meeting, 7:30 pm
Wayne O’Sullivan of the WWF will
give a talk entitled, “Birds in the Great
Western Woodlands”.
Sunday 28 August: Bibra Lake,
Cockburn
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in the first car park at
the northern end of the lake off Progress
Drive. Bibra Lake is a part of the Beeliar
Wetlands chain and a large number
of bushbirds and waterbirds can be
seen here. Bring water, hats, suitable
footwear, etc. Snakes have been seen
around here.
For members and guests only.
Leaders: To be advised
Saturday 3 September: Piesse Brook,
Kalamunda
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am at the junction of
Hummerston Road and Schipp Road
at the southern end of Kalamunda
National Park. Take Mundaring Weir
Road from Kalamunda, and turn left
into Hummerston Road. We should see
Golden and Rufous Whistlers, birds of
prey and other bushbirds in a lovely
valley.
For members and guests only.

vehicles plus incidental costs. The
accommodation offers cooking facilities,
refrigerators and bathrooms. You need
to bring your own food or buy it on
arrival. Transport around the island will
be provided and the Research Station
is easily accessible by bus or foot. Ferry
fares are heavily subsidised.
This is always a fun weekend. If you are
interested in attending please register
your name and contact details at the
office.
For members only.
Leader: Sue Mather

Sunday 18 September: Serpentine
National Park
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the junction of the
South West Highway and Falls Road (the
turnoff to Serpentine Falls). We will walk
along a ridge overlooking Serpentine
Falls and have views across the plain to
the ocean. The bush in this area has both
Marri and Wandoo and usually yields a
good number of bird species.
For those who wish to extend the day,
bring your lunch and we can explore
Webb’s Lease near Jarrahdale.
For members and the general public.

Sunday 11 September: Bakers Hill Zoo
Reserve, Northam Shire
Full day excursion

Leader: Sue Abbotts

Meet at 8:15 am at the corner of
Berrybrow Rd and Colongine Rd, Bakers
Hill. For people coming from Perth turn
right onto Berrybrow Rd from Great
Eastern Hwy in the Bakers Hill townsite,
just as you enter the townsite.

Monday 19 September: Paganoni
Swamp, Karnup
Half or full day excursion

This is a property of 820 acres of
bushland which has been left to the
Perth Zoo, and they would like surveys
carried out. Please bring any radios and
GPS units.

Access is via Mandurah Road onto
Paganoni Road or the new Kwinana
Freeway extension onto Paganoni Road.
Parking is along Paganoni Road.

For members and guests only.
Leaders: Cheryl and Alan Warburton
Thursday 15 September: Alan Anderson
Park, Darling Range, Walliston
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the car park near Alan
Anderson Park between Lawnbrook and
Pomeroy Roads, Walliston. It is easily
accessed from Welshpool Road. This is
a two-hour walk on fairly level terrain,
covering 34 ha. Sixty-four species of
birds have been counted here.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Michael Hancock

Meet at 8.30 am on Paganoni Road at the
Mandurah Road end, near the rail bridge
and rail gate.

We will be walking approximately 3
km through threatened woodlands
where Western Yellow Robins and Grey
Currawongs among many others have
been seen in this area of diverse habitats.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Mary Vaughan (9529 3285)

Monday 21 September: Bold Park Eco
Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat
Meeting, 7:30 pm
Allan Collins will give a talk entitled,
“Ocean wanderings: a tale of penguins,
petrels and pirates”.

Leader: Stella Stewart-Wynne

Saturday 10 and Sunday 11 September:
Rottnest Island bushbird count
This will be the second comprehensive
survey of the island’s bushbird
population. We are particularly trying
to establish the population size and
distribution of Golden Whistler and Redcapped Robin; both species are used as
indicators for the health of the reforested
and remnant sites. By doing this work
during the breeding season we should
have a better chance of detecting these
birds as they should be calling.
Twenty people will be needed for this
count. The accommodation is free at
the Research Station but you need to
contribute to the cost of one of the
Vol 138 June 2011

Saturday 17 September: Lake
Joondalup
Photo Group afternoon activity
Meet at Neil Hawkins Park at 3.30 pm
at the end of Boas Ave. This is a chance
to see the numerous waterbirds there
with the sun at your back. Reasonably
confiding corellas and Australian
Ringnecks at the park itself provide
the opportunity to concentrate on
photography, without worrying too
much about stalking the bird. There will
probably be no topic for discussion after
the walk because it will be getting dark.
Any member or guest interested in bird
photography is welcome.
Leader: Maris Lauva: latvian_maris@
hotmail.com
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Saturday 24 September: Forrestdale
Lake
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am at Moore Street car park.
From Perth, drive down the freeway,
turning left into Armadale Road.
Continue on across Nicholson Road,
then just over 1 km along turn right into
Weld Street, then second left into Loftus
Street, and then right into Moore Street.
There should be plenty of waterbirds,
bushbirds and possibly some raptors.
The wildflowers should be good, too.
Bring morning tea, telescopes if you
have them and rubber boots, as it will be
muddy.
For members and guests only.
Leader: David James
Western Australian Bird Notes
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Monday 26 September: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes
Drive, Floreat
Meeting, 7:30 pm

Birds Australia Western Australia
(a division of Royal Australasian Ornithologists Union)

Alan Collins will give a talk entitled, “Ocean wanderings: a
tale of penguins, petrels and pirates”.

Western Australian Bird Notes
Subscription form
Are you joining Birds Australia for the first time, or renewing your
membership?

Saturday 8 and/or Sunday 9 October: Albany pelagic
Meet at Emu Point Boat Harbour, Albany at 6:45 am for a 7:00
am departure. We will travel off-shore to the edge of the shelf
looking for seabirds: albatross, petrels and shearwaters and
return at around 4:00 pm.

Do you wish to receive Western Australian Bird Notes?
If so, please complete the section below and send the appropriate fee to the
national office with your membership application.

There is a limit of 18 people for the boat and if we get enough
people we will run trips on both days. The cost will depend
on the number of people: $150 if there are 18 people or $180 if
there are 15 people. Bring your binoculars, camera and lunch.

Title

Book by contacting Alan Collins on alaninoz@iinet.net.au or
9291 4219. You can choose to join the boat for one day or both
days. The price is per day.

Last name

Saturday 10 to Sunday 11 December: Twitchathon

Address

First name

For further details look for the notice in this edition of Western
Australian Bird Notes (page 29).

STOP PRESS!
Postcode

BA/BOCA Merger

Phone (h)

At the AGMs on 21 May, members of Birds Australia
and Bird Observation and Conservation Australia
(BOCA) voted on whether our two organisations
should merge. The members of both organisations
voted for the merger to create Birdlife Australia. Over
93% of those that voted from BOCA and over 95%
from BA voted for the merger.

Email

WABN subscription rates per annum

So what happens next? Between now and December
2011 this includes:
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•
•

(please cross out whichever is inapplicable)

the first meetings of the ‘transition Board’ of
BirdLife Australia;
meetings of Birds Australia Council and
BOCA Board to wrap up organisational and
financial operations;
consulting with groups and branches on future
arrangements;
finalising the BirdLife Australia vision and
goals and developing a new logo;
developing the new BirdLife Australia website
ready for launch in early 2012;
bringing together both organisations’ staff into
one building; and
producing separate membership magazines
for the rest of 2011, but working closely
together behind the scenes;
by January 2012: BirdLife Australia is fully
operational;
early 2012: formal launch of our new
organisation, the new website and
publications.
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Overseas Members

$25.00

Note: WABN subscription is only available with a Birds Australia
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Expiry date

o

___ ___ ___ ___

Visa

o

___ ___ ___ ___

___ ___ ___ ___
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60 Leicester St, Carlton VIC 3053
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Opportunities for volunteers
This section gives members an avenue to advertise for voluntary assistance with projects, surveys, initiatives, office.

•
•
•
•

Atlas — surveys for this are continuing — contact Cheryl
Gole Tel 9293 4958, e-mail cgole@westnet.com.au
Monthly meeting speakers — contact Wayne Merritt Tel
9405 4774, mob 0411 591 547
Excursion leaders — contact Sue Abbotts Tel 9444 1607,
e-mail suechat@bigpond.net.au
Great Cocky Count 2011 — 5 June, 9 July and 7 August
— contact Geoff Barrett (Geoff.Barrett@dec.wa.gov.au) or
to greatcockycount@birdsaustralia.com.au

•
•
•

•

Birds Australia Western Australia

Calendar of events

Office: Peregrine House
167 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat WA 6014
Monday-Friday 9:30 am to 12.30 pm
Hours:
Telephone:
(08) 9383 7749
Facsimile:
(08) 9387 8412
E-mail:
mail@birdswa.com.au
Birds Australia WA web page: birdsaustralia.com.au/wa
Chairman:
Suzanne Mather
Tel: (08) 9389 6416
E-mail: suzannemather@bigpond.com
Joint Editors: Allan Burbidge
Tel: (08) 9405 5109 (w)
Tel/Fax: (08) 9306 1642 (h)
Fax: (08) 9306 1641 (w)
E-mail: allanb99@bigpond.net.au

Sat 4 Jun to Mon 6 Jun: Foundation Day Campout, Lake
Towerrinning
Sat 4 to Mon 6 Jun: Foundation Day Campout, Mount Gibson
Wildlife Sanctuary
Sun 5 Jun: Gleneagles Rest Area — Half-day excursion
Sun 12 Jun: Wireless Hill/Booragoon Lake —Half-day excursion
Thu 16 Jun: Tomato Lake, Kewdale —Half-day excursion
Sat 18 Jun: Len Howard Conservation Park, Mandurah —Half-day
excursion
Sat 25 Jun: Flynn Road, Mundaring —Half/Full-day excursion
Mon 27 Jun: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat —
Meeting, 7:30 pm
Sun 3 Jul: Paruna Sanctuary —Full-day excursion including BBQ
Sat 9 Jul: North Mole, Fremantle —Half-day excursion
Sun 10 Jul: Herdsman Lake —Photo Group morning activity
Sat 16 Jul: Eric Singleton Bird Reserve, Bayswater —Half-day
excursion
Sat 16 to Sun 31 Jul: Rangelands Surveys
Sat 23 Jul: The Spectacles, Kwinana —Half-day excursion
Mon 25 Jul: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat —
Meeting, 7:30 pm
Sun 31 Jul: Wungong Gorge —Half-day excursion
Sat 6 Aug: Wambyn Nature Reserve, York —Full-day excursion
Thu 11 Aug: Little Rush Lake, Yangebup —Half-day excursion
Sat 13 Aug: Wearne Rd, North Bannister —Photo Group morning
activity
Sun 14 Aug: Canning River Regional Park, Wilson —Half-day
excursion
Sat 20 Aug: Lake Gwelup, Stirling —Half-day excursion
Sun 21 Aug: Pelagic trip, Hillarys Boat Harbour
Mon 22 Aug: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat —
Meeting, 7:30 pm
Sun 28 Aug: Bibra Lake, Cockburn —Half-day excursion
Sat 3 Sep: Piesse Brook, Kalamunda —Half-day excursion
Sat 10 and Sun 11 Sep: Rottnest Island bushbird count
Sun 11 Sep: Bakers Hill Zoo Reserve, Northam Shire —Full day
excursion
Thu 15 Sep: Alan Anderson Park, Darling Range, Walliston —Halfday excursion
Sat 17 Sep: Lake Joondalup — Photo Group afternoon activity
Sun 18 Sep: Serpentine National Park —Half-day excursion
Mon 19 Sep: Paganoni Swamp, Karnup —Half or full day excursion
Mon 21 Sep: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat —
Meeting, 7:30 pm
Sat 24 Sep: Forrestdale Lake —Half-day excursion
Mon 26 Sep: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat —
Meeting, 7:30 pm
Sat 8 and/or Sun 9 Oct: Albany pelagic
Sat 10 to Sun 11 Dec: Twitchathon

Suzanne Mather
Tel: (08) 9389 6416
E-mail: suzannemather@bigpond.com
Margaret Philippson
Production:
Printing and distribution: Daniels Printing Craftsmen
Tel: (08) 9204 6800 danielspc.com.au
Notes for Contributors
The Editors request contributors to note:
• WABN publishes material of interest to the WA Group;
• contributions should be written or typed with double
spacing—a copy on disk or emailed would assist, especially if in
MSWord as a document without styles; do not embed pictures
or graphics in MS Word;
• contributions to be sent direct to the Editors, either at the office
or by email:
Sue Mather: suzannemather@bigpond.com
Allan Burbidge: allanb99@bigpond.net.au
• WABN uses Birds Australia recommended English names;
• except for Observations, contributions will be published unless
the contributor is informed to the contrary.
• Full Editorial Policy is stated in WABN 74:10-12
Printing Deadlines (at the BAWA Office)
September 2011 issue: 1 August
December 2011 issue: 1 November
March 2012 issue: 1 February
June 2012 issue: 1 May

Advertising Rates
1/4 page: $35.00
1/2 page: $55.00
Full page: $100.00
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Office volunteer — contact Beryl Walker Tel 9397 6887,
e-mail bemwalk@hotmail.com
Fundraising — contact Bruce Haynes Tel 9384 7426,
e-mail b.haynes@pesa.org.au
Carnaby’s nest site monitoring — volunteers needed in
Sep, Oct and Nov — contact Ruth Greble, e-mail
rugreble@iinet.net.au
Card sales — contact Beryl Walker Tel 9397 6887,
e-mail bemwalk@hotmail.com
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BAWA members in the field

Above left: The watchers and the watched, Lucky Bay
(see Excursions, Esperance report, page 35).
Photo: George and Pam Agar
Above right: Shorebird workshop, Denmark, February 2011
(see Country Branches, Albany report, page 30).
Photo: Basil Schur

Wilgarup Lake campout, March 2011
(see Excursions report, page 33).
Photo: Peter Taylor

Left: Western Ground Parrot survey team, April 2011
L-R: Emma Adams, Jim Creighton, Karen Rusten, Ben Kremlins,
Janet Newell, Mathew Pencocks and Tracey Klinger.
The photo was taken in the area of WGP habitat burned in the
2011January bushfire, looking south towards Mt Arid
(see Projects, page 17).
Photo: Sarah Comer
Western Australian Bird Notes
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Western Rosella (see Letters to Editors, page 7).
Photo: Ben Pearce
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