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C o n t e n t s

Front cover: Australian Pelicans at Culham Inlet, 
north side of Hamersley Drive (see lead article).
Photo: John Tucker

Chestnut Teal at Dunn’s Swamp (Site 12, see lead article).
Photo: John Tucker

Large raft of Banded Stilts in the middle of the photo 
with Site 3 in the background, Culham Inlet.

Photo: John Tucker

Active Carnaby’s nesting tree at Fitzgerald 
River National Park, IBA, 2010 

(see report, page 19).
Photo: Raana Scott

Which knot? Seen at Emu Point, Albany 
(see Country report, page 32)

Photo: John Dart

Australian Little Bittern, Lake Monger 
(see Observations, page 10).

Photo: Marcus Graff
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BIRD SURVEYS AT CULHAM INLET, 
JERDACUTTUP LAKES 

AND DUNN’S SWAMP, 2009-10

Introduction

Culham Inlet is listed in the Directory of Important Wetlands 
in Australia (Environment Australia 2001), based partly 
on the recorded presence of over 1% of the estimated 
Australian population of Banded Stilts. It is an important 
drought refuge when other water bodies further inland 
are drying up. Long-term conservation targets for the 
inlet are based on bird populations, foreshore vegetation 
condition and water 
quality. However, better 
information on patterns 
of bird abundance in the 
area is required to enable 
management actions to 
be prioritised and results 
evaluated. 

The Culham Inlet 
Management Plan 
(Department of Water 
2008) was published in 
June 2008 in response to 
increased threats from 
mining and development 
around the inlet and the 
catchment areas. This 
shallow basin about 1 m 
below mean sea level is 
large (about 5 km by 2 
km) and is located approximately seven kilometres west of 
Hopetoun on the south coast of Western Australia. Fitzgerald 
River National Park forms its western boundary. Water flows 
can drastically change salinity at different times. These can 
vary from less than one third sea water when full to eight 
times that of sea water when shallow.

Culham Inlet is surrounded by salt tolerant species such 
as the salt water paperbark Melaleuca cuticularis, samphire 
Sarcocornia quinqueflora and salt bush Atriplex isatidea. The 
inlet is the seaward outlet for the Phillips and Steere Rivers, 
separated from the ocean by a kilometre long dune-topped 
bar. Both rivers have a large catchment area within the Shire 
of Ravensthorpe. Heavy inflows of water cause the inlet 
at times to break through the barrier seaward, in which 
instance the salt lake becomes a temporary estuary.

The Jerdacuttup Lakes are a coastal lagoon system about 
20 km east of Hopetoun. The open water and paperbark 
swamps of this system extend for 15 km along a shallow 
depression behind the coastal dunes (Brearley 2005). The 
Jerdacuttup River empties into the Jerdacuttup Lakes 
system, but does not have an outlet to the Southern Ocean, 
which Culham Inlet does.

Surveys of birdlife around Culham Inlet were chosen as a 
method of collecting information that could be used to 
evaluate the management of the inlet and to ensure bird 
populations and diversity are maintained into the future. 
Seven bird surveys were conducted for this purpose at 
Culham Inlet between August 2009 and November 2010 
at nine different sites. A few other sites were counted in 
the Jerdacuttup Lakes area. The surveys recorded species 

present, abundance 
and habitats. Both bush 
birds and waterbirds 
were recorded, but only 
waterbirds are reported 
on here, as that was the 
main emphasis of the 
surveys. ‘Waterbirds’ are 
those species defined 
as such by Jaensch et al. 
(1988).

Site descriptions

1. Culham Inlet

Site 1 at 33° 55’ 07.6” S, 
120° 03’ 03.5” E is to the 
west of the Culham Inlet 
drainage culverts under 
Hamersley Drive and on 
the north side of the road. 
The site has a background 

of mallee and melaleuca with a foreground of mud flats, 
dead melaleuca and a wide view of open water.

Site 2 at 33° 55’ 20.1” S, 120° 03’ 06.4” E is on the south 
side of Hamersley Drive overlooking the lower part of the 
inlet and sandbar. It is also a flight path for water birds 
from the lagoon to Culham Inlet as well as a fly way along 
the roadside vegetation for bush birds. Most of this site 
is bare and open with several small mudflat islands and 
surrounding bush on the north and west side. To the south is 
the protecting sand dune as well as the sandbar.

Site 3 at 33° 54’ 37.5” S, 120° 05’ 02.4” E is midway on the 
eastern side of Culham Inlet, approximately 100 m south of 
the limestone headland. The site has a background of tall 
eucalypts, dense Bridal Creeper and an above water level 
margin of melaleuca. The water’s edge is a coarse shell grit 
and sand with dead Melaleuca trees. This is an open water 
site with a full view of the entire inlet from north to south.

Site 4 at 33° 55’ 20.7” S, 120° 03’ 22.9” E is in the south east 
corner of Culham Inlet in a secluded cove with a lot of 
mudflats and mud islands, surrounded by dense acacia and 
melaleuca scrub, with a good view of open water as well. 
Behind the acacia/melaleuca scrub is tall dense eucalypt 
forest (Coastal Moort).

Up to 10 000 Banded Stilts were counted at Site 1, Culham Inlet.
Photo: John Tucker



Vol 137 March 2011 4 Western Australian Bird Notes

Site 5 at 33° 51’ 56.3” S, 120° 04’ 38.6” E is on the eastern 
side of the Phillips River via access from Phillips River Road. 
The site is on a rocky foreshore with a north and south view 
of the river. Background vegetation on the western side is 
dense eucalypt (mallee with a thick understory). It is a flight 
path for water birds along the Phillips River as well as bush 
birds along the vegetation on the river bank. .

Site 6 at 33° 51’ 46.2” S, 120° 06’ 12.2” E is on the Steere 
River, on the east side of John Forrest Road approximately 
800 m east of the road on top of a 30 m cliff. It is very 
sheltered, quiet and difficult for the waterbirds to see you. 
The opposite side is flood debris, sand and low acacia and is 
a short distance from farm land, which currently is sown to 
canola.

Site 7 at 33° 49’ 46.3” S, 120° 04’ 21.7” E is at Pitchie Ritchie on 
the Phillips River, to the north of Culham Inlet and is quite 
often the last visible flowing water over the stones before 
dropping to inlet level. Vegetation here is very mixed. The 
east bank has dense eucalypts and the west bank, of lower 
elevation, is a flood-out area with a mix of eucalypts, acacias, 
shrubby understory and flood debris. This site is in the 
Fitzgerald River National Park and is a campsite and day use 
area.

Site 8 at 33° 53’ 42.4” S, 120° 05’ 12.0” E is on the north east 
corner of Culham Inlet via Marr Road and on a peninsula 
to the south west entrance of the Steere River into Culham 
Inlet. A low rocky point, it has views to the Steere and 
Phillips River arms as well as the main water body, and is a 
very good site. The background is low melaleuca and acacia.

Site 9 at 33° 53’ 13.8” S, 120° 04’ 56.6” E is a shallow neck of 
Culham Inlet’s north end and is influenced by water levels. It 
supports mainly dead melaleuca and samphire and mudflats 
at the moment, but it would all be below water at high water 
level. The view across to the west suggests that a narrow 
silt jetty and the Phillips River outlet into Culham Inlet, may 
have been a better site to have used, as most waterbirds 
were recorded from there. It is a very open and exposed site 
amongst dead melaleuca and mudflats.

2. Jerdacuttup Lakes

Site 10 at 33° 55’ 42.9” S, 120° 15’ 20.6” E is in the south west 
corner of the lake system with access from the Southern 
Ocean Road from Hopetoun. It is a large shallow lake system 
edged by thick Melaleuca, 
wide mudflats, dead 
timber and samphire. 
The observation site was 
a very exposed mudflat 
in dead timber with very 
good visibility with field 
glasses or telescope.

For Survey 6 this site 
was moved about 120 
m north to a new site 
position of 33° 55’ 39.2” 
S, 120° 15’ 22.7”E, as the 
water receded.

Site 11 at 33° 55’ 09.4” S, 
120° 15’ 35.6” E is another 

site on the Jerdacuttup Lakes but on the north side. I looked 
at this site for the August survey but did not include it. This 
site is accessed via Springdale Road and a bush track that 
follows the east side of the Jerdacuttup River for some way 
before turning east. There is a 1300 m bush walk into this 
site. The site, overlooking the main body of the lake to the 
east, south and west, is on the west end of a low sand bank 
and covered in dense Saltwater Paperbark.

3. Dunn’s Swamp

Site 12 at 33° 55’ 24.9” S, 120° 09’ 18.2” E is Dunn’s Swamp, 
about 3.5 km NE of Hopetoun. If Dunn’s Swamp had been 
surveyed in early February, the waterbird species list would 
have included at least 15 additional species – eight more 
species not seen on Culham Inlet. Rainfall of over 20 mm on 
9th February put some fresh water in Dunn’s Swamp. 

The surveys

Survey 1: August 2009 covering ten sites. The survey did 
not include the sandbar or adjoining beaches to the south 
of Culham Inlet. The Steere River was still having a small 
inflow of fresh water and had a few different bird species 
present. On 8 August 2009 approximately 70 Cattle Egrets 
were roosting along the Jerdacuttup River and feeding in 
paddocks/farm pasture on the west side of river. A large 
number of Black-winged Stilts was observed on both the 
south west and north-west sides of the Jerdacuttup Lakes. 
Black-winged Stilts were seen courting and mating in 
August 2009 at Site 2.

Survey 2: October 1-4, 2009. The same ten sites were used 
again, with the inclusion of Site 11 on the north side of the 
Jerdacuttup Lakes, with access from Springdale Road and a 
bush track along the river. Each site was again surveyed for 
one hour duration. An Emu with seven chicks was seen at 
Site 8 on 4 October 2009.

Survey 3: December 2-12, 2009. The same 11 sites were 
monitored again for one hour at each site.

Survey 4: March 7-12th 2010. Some of the bird counts were 
predictable due to the water levels decreasing rapidly, but 
the exposed mudflats did not host the expected numbers of 
migratory shorebirds. I have watched bird movements and 
numbers at least twice a week at the south end of Culham 
Inlet, Dunn’s Swamp and Jerdacuttup Lakes and River. There 

are some differences in 
species counts between 
the hyper-saline Culham 
and the other water 
bodies. Dunn’s Swamp 
has regularly held more 
migratory waders than 
Culham Inlet. Dead Black 
Bream were noted at 
both Culham Inlet and 
Jerdacuttup Lakes during 
the December survey. This 
survey, dead Black Bream 
were seen at Pitchie 
Ritchie (Site 7). There were 
dramatically lower water 
levels at all sites.

Australian Raven seen killing a Black-winged Stilt.
Photo: John Tucker
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Survey 5: June 16-17, 2010. Water bird numbers were 
considerably higher than expected due to many birds 
feeding on a fresh hatching of Brine Shrimp. Small bush bird 
numbers were less than expected but this may have been 
due to the wet, windy weather of the previous week. None 
of the migratory waders seen during the last two surveys 
were seen. The Black-winged Stilt, Banded Stilt and Red-
necked Avocet all left Culham Inlet at the end of March, 
the same time as very heavy rain fell from Geraldton to 
Mt Magnet. Only the Banded Stilt and Red-necked Avocet 
returned the second week of June. Masked Lapwings 
continue to be seen regularly either side of the causeway at 
the south end of Culham Inlet. An Australian Raven was seen 
killing a juvenile Black-winged Stilt (see photo, page 4).

Water was running into Jerdacuttup Lakes from the 
Jerdacuttup River and the water level had risen 125 mm at 
the time of the survey. The Steere River was also running and 
had filled the north eastern arm of Culham Inlet, but there 
had been very little flow of water in the Phillips River. At Site 
7, Pitchie Ritchie, the water level had only risen 20 cm. All 
sites were surveyed for one hour.

In early August 2010, six Australian Pelicans were feeding on 
a fish kill and very large flocks (3/4000) of Banded 
Stilts and Red-necked Avocets were present at 
Culham Inlet.

Survey 6: 4 - 6 September 2010. Waterbird 
numbers were higher than the June survey as the 
water levels at Culham Inlet and Jerdacuttup Lake 
have both risen considerably due to good flows 
from the Steere and Jerdacuttup Rivers. The Phillips 
River has not had as good a flow. Dunn’s Swamp has 
only seen a water level rise of 15 cm as road works 
appear to be diverting some of the cross-country 
flow.
Culham Inlet at this time had a flock of 
approximately 10 000 Banded Stilts. There were 
about 5000 in early August but in the week before 
the survey another flock, the same size, arrived. 
Also noted near Site 4 during the June survey was 
a Masked Lapwing starting to nest. By September 
there were two half-grown Masked Lapwings at Site 
4.
Among the new species for the surveys were 
Australasian Shoveler at Dunn’s Swamp, Western 
Bristlebird at Site 7 (Pitchie Ritchie, FRNP) and Sharp-
tailed Sandpiper at Jerdacuttup Lakes.

No Black-winged Stilts were seen during the survey, 
although I did see them on flooded farmland east of 
Jerdacuttup Lakes in the days after the survey. Also, 
the Common Sandpiper was seen at Site 2 a week 
after the survey. All sites were again surveyed for 
one hour.

Survey 7: 19-22 November 2010. Waterbird 
numbers were reduced with the 10 000 Banded 
Stilts moving at the end of September to 
Jerdacuttup Lakes then leaving in late October. The 
last sighting of cormorants/ herons/egrets was the 
December 2009 survey. Since then there have been 
three fish kills and the Brine Shrimp died just before 
the Banded Stilt left.

Waterbird counts

The maximum number of individual waterbirds across all 
sites for any one survey was 12 120 in September 2010, 
although 10 000 of these were Banded Stilts. These birds 
were at Site 1, which is why that site had the highest average 
number of individuals (423) across the seven surveys (Figure 
1). Removing the unusually high number of Banded Stilts 
from the September 2010 survey still left site 1 as having 
high numbers of individual waterbirds (280) although sites 
10 and 11 at Jerdacuttup Lakes had higher averages (333 
and 283 respectively). Sites 2, 5, 6 and 7 all had low average 
numbers of individuals (all less than 30).

Numbers of waterbirds at Culham Inlet increased 
throughout the study period (Figure 2), steadily at first and 
then dramatically when bolstered by the flock of 10 000 
Banded Stilts during the second-last survey. Ignoring the 
10 000 stilts, the highest count across the Culham Inlet sites 
was 1899 birds in June 2010; including the stilts, the highest 
count at Culham was about 10 500 in September 2010. 
The lowest number of birds seen at Culham Inlet (215) was 
recorded in the last survey, in November 2010. 

Figure 1. Average number of individual waterbirds across 12 sites at 
Culham Inlet, Jerdacuttup Lakes and Dunn’s Swamp, 2009-10.

Figure 2. Total numbers of waterbirds at Culham Inlet (sites 1-9), August 
2009 to September 2010. Note that the 10 000 Banded Stilts recorded at 
site 1 in September 2010 have been removed from the Figure to make 
the graph readable at other survey times.
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The average number of waterbird species per 
survey was 23.9 (Figure 3), and ranged from 19 in 
November 2010 to 28 in March 2010. Site 1 had 
the highest average number of species (8.8), but 
the highest species counts per site were at site 10 
(Jerdacuttup Lakes) in October 2009 (14 waterbird 
species) and at site 8 in October 2009 (13 species) 
and site 11 (Jerdacuttup Lakes) in September 2010 
(13 species). Site 5 had the lowest average number 
of species (2.7).

A comparison of the results of these surveys with 
the details of the Culham Inlet system listing in 
the Directory of Important Wetlands of Australia 
(Australian Nature Conservation Agency 1996; 
Environment Australia 2001) shows that the system 
still supports six migratory waders but is not 
shown to be as significant for the Red-necked Stint, 
with 60 in December 2009, as it was previously 
(up to 500). The most abundant waterbird species 
were shown to be the Red-necked Avocet (440), 
Australian Shelduck (4650 in November 1990), 
Australasian Grebe (340) and an estimated 44 000 
Banded Stilts in October 1986 and 9307 Eurasian 
Coots in March 1991.

These numbers of waterbirds and the differences 
in numbers between prior surveys and this one 
suggest the validity in the listing of this area 
as important for waterbirds but that there are 
changes over time in the species that use the 
system.

References

Australian Nature Conservation Agency (1996). ‘A Directory 
of Important Wetlands in Australia. Second Edition’. 
(Australian Nature Conservation Agency: Canberra).

Brearley, A. (2005). ‘Ernest Hodgkin’s Swanland: Estuaries 
and Coastal Lagoons of South-western Australia’. (The 
University of Western Australia Press: Perth).

Department of Water (2008) ‘Culham Inlet Management 
Plan’. (Department of Water: Albany).

Environment Australia (2001). ‘A Directory of Important 
Wetlands in Australia, Third Edition.’ (Environment 
Australia: Canberra.)

Jaensch, R. P., Vervest, R. M., and Hewish, M. J. (1988). 
‘Waterbirds in Nature Reserves of South-Western 
Australia 1981-1985: Reserve Accounts.’ (RAOU: Canning 
Bridge, WA).

John Tucker

Figure 3. Average number of waterbird species across 12 sites at Culham 
Inlet, Jerdacuttup Lakes and Dunn’s Swamp, 2009-10.

Large flock of Red-necked Avocet at south side of Jerdacuttup Lakes 
(Site 10).

Photo: John Tucker

Chestnut Teal at Dunn’s Swamp (Site 12).
Photo: John Tucker
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Letters to the Editors

Dear Editors,
In WABN 136, p18, Barbara Knott asks if Rainbow Bee-eaters 
normally swallow insects head first.
I therefore refer her to “Preparation of bees for consumption 
by a captive bee-eater” by Nicholl and Rook (Western 
Australian Naturalist 8 (4), 84). The authors describe the bee-
eater as behaving similar to the observations of Barbara and 
also suggest that bashing a bee on a branch would remove the 
bee’s sting.

Robert Stranger

Dear Editors
Fact or Fiction?
Ron Johnstone (WABN 136, 19) has replied to my article on 
John Gilbert and the occurrence of the Brown Quail around 
Perth at the time of early European settlement (WABN 135, 
14).

While not wishing to ruffle Ron’s feathers I point out that he 
admits that Gilbert was at least aware of the Brown Quail at 
Perth and that it had an Aboriginal name here, but Ron then 
concludes that the species didn’t occur here, and in the South-
West and north only to Bunbury – Busselton.

I also refer Ron to Serventy and Whittell (1976, pp. 181,182), 
who state that the species was recorded at Moora, Northam, 
York and Harvey. The species was also recorded breeding 
at Harvey and Moora, and a nest at Moora contained seven 
eggs of the Brown Quail and four eggs of the Stubble Quail. 
Jenkins (1931) states that it bred at Northam.

While these localities are distant from Perth the Brown Quail 
obviously did have a much greater range in the South-West 
than it does now. And one can’t dismiss such data simply 
because it doesn’t fit the graph that one has drawn.

Robert Stranger
References
Jenkins, C.F.H. (1931). Birds of the Northam District, WA, 

Emu 31, 30-35.
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Dear Dr Haynes
Thank you for your letter of 12.10.10 and Western Australian 
Bird Notes, 133 March 2010. I enjoyed reading the article 
about the Western Ground Parrot by Sarah Comer, Brenda 
Newbey and Allan Burbidge.
Almost 60 years ago when I was a kid growing up in Margaret 
River, my parents took me to Hamelin Bay Beach (near 
Karridale) to watch schools of salmon being caught. I was 

bored witless, and went off by myself to the sand dunes to 
do my own exploring. To my great surprise I came across 
a group of about six or seven small green coloured parrots, 
with distinct markings on their backs. They were larger than 
a Budgerigar and smaller than a 28 parrot. Oddly enough the 
parrots ran along the sand dune, rather than flying off which 
they eventually did. My parents looked up in the bird book 
and the coloured print of the Western Ground Parrot matched 
my description. This would have been about 1951-1952.
We had 18 cats as pets. None were sterilised. My parents had 
a cottage at Prevelly Park and we always took the 18 cats with 
us to Prevelly Park over the Xmas holidays. The eldest cat, 
“Gran”, had kittens somewhere in the sand dunes. We were 
unable to locate her and the kittens and left without her on 
the day we were due to return to Margaret River. About two 
weeks later to my Mother’s great surprise, “Gran” turned up at 
home with one of her kittens (still alive). It makes you realise 
what great survivors cats can be and such a threat to our native 
fauna, or perhaps my parents were!
Thank you for such an interesting magazine.

Craig Boulter

Dear Editor
An “unidentified” wagtail

Sometimes in birding an unusual bird turns up unexpectedly 
as one did at Carine Big Swamp Friday morning, 3 December. 
While checking for Spotless Crakes and Buff-banded Rails 
near reeds along a row of fence posts I saw a different shaped 
bird which was buff coloured with white eyebrow and a long 
tail which moved up and down. When it took off it showed 
white lines either side of its tail — had to be a wagtail.
Knowing that Clive Nealon was leading an excursion that 
Saturday morning I thought I would report the crakes seen in 
the area at 1030 hrs. He replied that he was there at 0730 hrs 
and had seen them plus a Yellow Wagtail. He wasn’t going 
to report it and neither was I until we confirmed it with each 
other.
It was on the sighting list that night.

Michael J Hancock

Corrigendum: Brown Quail

On page 40 in the last issue (WABN 136) the caption for 
the photograph of the Brown Quail museum specimen 
should have read “Figure 2. Brown Quail from Western 
Australia. Photo: Ron Johnstone/WA Museum.”, ie, NOT 
from eastern Australia. Readers will note that this specimen 
is much darker than the bird photographed at Forrestdale, 
which matches the plumage of birds from eastern Australia. 
See the article by Ron Johnstone in WABN 136: 19-20.

The Editors apologise for the error and any inconvenience 
it may have caused.



Vol 137 March 2011 8 Western Australian Bird Notes

Book review

Obituary

Mary was better known as an ophthalmologist than as 
a birder but she was nevertheless a most competent and 
energetic member of Birds Australia in her younger years.

Mary joined BA WA Group in 1981 and contributed to the 
first and second Atlases. Towards the end of the second 
Atlas in 1999 Mary and Jeff joined a small group formed to 
survey some remote areas on the fringes of the Pilbara and 
although only driving a small 4WD they kept up throughout 
and provided much data. Later they joined in the station 
surveys in the early 2000s and bounced over several of the 
properties acquired by the Department of Environment and 
Conservation to be returned to their natural state, while 

acquiring information on bird populations and distribution 
relative to vegetation types.

As a keen contributor to Western Australian Bird Notes Mary 
made insightful comments on her local bird community.

Mary devoted her life to the care of people with eye 
afflictions and specialised in children’s problems. She was 
noted for the assistance she provided for those unable to 
afford normal specialist care. Her energy and enthusiasm in 
all aspects of her life will be sadly missed.

The Chairman and members of Birds Australia WA extend 
their sympathy to her husband Jeff and their family.

Dr Mary Bremner

PARROTS OF THE WORLD

Text by Joseph Forshaw, illustrations by Frank Knight

2010. Published by CSIRO, Collingwood, Australia. 146 
Colour plates, 375 Maps  
336 pages, 215 x 148 mm. Paperback - AU $ 39.95.

From the title of this book, you might think that 
it is yet another revised edition of the excellent 
large handbook on parrots of the world, written 
by Forshaw and illustrated by Bill Cooper, but 
it is not. This new book is, in fact, a field guide, 
and a very good one.

It is a major revision of a book published in 
2006 by Princeton University Press, entitled 
‘Parrots of the World. An Identification Guide’. 
As that book’s title suggested, it was a guide to 
parrot identification, but it wasn’t really a field 
guide – it was far too heavy and bulky (22 x 31 
x 3 cm with a hard cover) and included more 
information than was required in a field guide. It 
was something of a hybrid between a handbook 
and a field guide.

Unlike the Princeton volume, and unlike the other major 
similar book in the marketplace (Juniper and Parr 1998), this 
new volume has all the relevant text, plus maps, on the page 
facing the plate. This, together with the smaller size of the 
new book (15 x 23 x 2.1 cm), makes it far more suitable as a 
field guide.

The taxonomy of parrots is in some cases poorly known, but 
Forshaw and Knight describe and illustrate the 356 species 
recognised by Birdlife International, plus well-differentiated 
subspecies of parrots. They have taken a pragmatic 
approach to the taxonomic issues, while acknowledging that 
ongoing research is leading to new insights. The species 

are conveniently organised by geographical 
distribution — Australasian (sometimes referred 
to in the book as the Pacific Distribution), Afro-
Asian, and Neotropical. For the purposes of this 
book, the boundary between the Australasian 
and Afro-Asian Distributions is the modified 
Wallace’s Line, as a pragmatic way to deal with 
these species.

The book begins with a section outlining the 
purpose and plan of the book, followed by an 
introductory chapter (six pages). This chapter 
introduces parrots, their general biology and 
features, biogeography, vocalisations, habitats, 
habits, and their status and conservation. 
(Despite the high profile of parrots, worldwide 
over 30% of species are classified as near 

threatened or threatened.) Then follows the ‘meat’ of the book 
— the plates and corresponding text and maps — followed by 
an index of common names and a separate index of scientific 
names — both well-constructed, with at least two entry points 
for almost all species.

The text for each species begins with the common name 
(closely similar to those used by Christidis and Boles 2008) 
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and scientific name, and contains a ‘thumbnail’ 
description outlining diagnostic characters including 
calls. These are followed by brief notes on distribution 
that are not easily conveyed on a map (eg, altitudinal 
distribution), a description of identifying features and 
range of any subspecies, distinguishing features from 
similar species, and selected localities that would be 
promising sites to search to see the species. The text 
is pithy and about right in detail for a field guide. I 
noticed one error: compared with Carnaby’s Black-
Cockatoo, Baudin’s Black-Cockatoo is described 
as having a “more prolonged wy-lah call”; this is 
incorrect, as the call of Carnaby’s is longer (see, eg, 
Johnstone and Storr 1998).

The maps appear to be the same as the ones used in 
the Princeton volume. This is mostly good but, as 
with similar maps in any other such volume, must 
be used only as a guide with mobile species, because 
it is difficult to delineate their range in such a way. 
Overall the maps are very good, but there are a few 
that need to be updated. To take a couple of WA examples, the 
Western Ground Parrot has not been recorded at Waychinicup 
since 2003 (but we hope to find it there again!) and it is 
well established that Elegant Parrots range well into the arid 
zone in small numbers, at some times of year (Davis and 
Burbidge 2008) but this is not shown in the distribution map, 
which indicates that the species is confined largely to the 
area south-west of a line between Shark Bay and Cape Arid. 
However, these are small points and I would also note that, 
given the vast distribution range of the parrots of the world, 
and the vast numbers of scattered publications on parrots, 
which crop up in a diverse array of publications, just keeping 
up with this literature is a challenge in itself, and the author 
has to be congratulated for his achievements in this regard. 
Furthermore, the author is well aware of the limitations of 
such maps and the difficulties of compiling them, and provides 
a sensible caution for the reader on page 13.

This new book includes 146 excellent colour plates. Most of 
these are the same as the 120 in the Princeton volume, but 
there has been a certain amount of re-arranging to fit in with 
the field guide format and, in some cases, to make it easier 
to use. A few illustrations have been removed due to space 
limitations — eg, dorsal view of the nominate subspecies 
of the Crimson Rosella has been lost, but the views of 
outstretched wing and body (from above and below) have 
been retained — so this is not likely to be an issue for anyone 
using the book in the field or work place. Illustrations show 
the sexes separately where they differ, and show age variation 
where this is significant. In contrast to the Princeton volume, 
the species on the plates are labelled with the common 
name, with scientific names being retained for subspecies. 

The CSIRO publication was printed in China, no doubt for 
economic reasons. The printing is satisfactory, but the plates 
are a little dark (darker than in the Princeton volume), and this 
means, for example, that some of the fine detail on the black 
cockatoos is lost.

As the publishers claim, this is definitely “the most 
comprehensive and user-friendly guide to the parrots of the 
world”. I recommend it to serious field workers, whether 
their interest is academic or for pleasure, to aviculturists who 
might like a handy reference to the many parrots they may 
encounter, and to those entrusted with law enforcement, such 
as in quarantine inspections. Or, to those of us who simply find 
parrots to be among the most beautiful and exotic birds in the 
world, whether as companion birds, or unique and fascinating 
species, often endangered, that need our help to survive.

Allan Burbidge
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Observations

This list has been compiled by the 
WA Rarities Committee. Metropolitan 
suburbs or shires are in parentheses. 
Please report interesting observations to 
Alan Collins (9291 4219 or, preferably, 
sightings@birdswa.com.au) or to the 
BAWA office (9383 7749). Sightings are 
included on the BAWA web site (http://
birdswa.org.au/sightings.htm) as soon 
as possible, and the most interesting 
are selected for inclusion in the next 
WABN.

Highlights. There were three excellent 
sightings from the Kimberley during the 
last few months. A Javan Pond Heron 
seen on a driveway north of Kununurra 
is the first seen in Western Australia; the 
previous Australian records have come 
from the Northern Territory and Cocos-
Keeling Islands. An Island Monarch 
seen on Cassini Island in October is 
the first Australian record away from 
Ashmore Reef, with two others reported 
from Ashmore Reef a few days later. 
The third Red-throated Pipit for 
Australia clearly found the conditions at 
Broome to its liking and stayed for 10 
days.

Lake McLarty hosted very large flocks 
of migratory waders in early summer 
before it dried out. In amongst the more 
common species an Inland Dotterel 
was an excellent find, while other 
unusual waders reported at the lake 
included a Ruff, Oriental Pratincole, 
and a record number of Pectoral 
Sandpipers. Elsewhere on the coastal 
plain Pectoral Sandpipers were seen 
in far greater numbers than for many 
years with reports coming from six 
metropolitan wetlands and an additional 
five sites in the Greater South West 
region.

A Red-tailed Tropicbird was again 
seen at Sugarloaf Rock, the first such 
report at the former breeding colony for 
a number of years while two others were 
seen flying over Peel Inlet in October.

The Rottnest Island salt lakes produced 
some excellent sightings with two Little 
Ringed Plovers, the long staying Red-
necked Phalarope and an Oriental 
Pratincole. Sightings of White-winged 
Black Terns are also very rare on 
the island, so a flock of four on Lake 
Baghdad was exceptional.

Common Terns have, in recent years 
been very uncommon in the south west, 
so it was good to see a sizeable flock 
present in the Peel Estuary during the 
summer.

Varied Sittellas were also noted at 
a number of sites, including Lake 
McLarty, where they had never 
previously been sighted. While 
coastal populations of this species are 
considered sedentary, arid zone birds are 
nomadic and it may be that these records 
refer to birds from the dry interior 
moving into the south west.

The Australian Little Bittern, a 
normally secretive resident of wetlands, 
was seen at both Kogolup Lake and 
Lake Monger, while the former wetland 
also played host to a long-staying male 
Australian Painted Snipe. Eastern 
Yellow Wagtails are extremely rare 
and brief visitors to the metropolitan 
area and unfortunately the bird seen at 
Big Carine Swamp was no exception, 
staying for just a single day.

The Beach Stone-Curlew reported 
from Thomas River is almost certainly 
the long-staying bird that was first 
reported in the area in February 2009. 
This is a remarkable record, considering 
the southernmost limit of this species 
distribution is Coral Bay and they are 
usually considered only short-distance 
migrants. Elsewhere on the south coast, 
one of the teams competing in the 
annual WA twitchathon found a Kelp 
Gull at Cheynes Beach; this species is, 
contrary to some field guides, extremely 
rare in WA, with far fewer sightings than 
Franklin’s Gull.

The annual spring Ashmore pelagic trip 
was again a great success with a Grey-
streaked Flycatcher, seen on West 
Island, a new bird for Australia with the 
closely related Dark-sided Flycatcher 
also present on the same island (3rd 
Australian record). The Indonesian 
subspecies of Arafura Fantail seen at 
Ashmore was the 1st record of this form 
in Australia.

A number of organised birdwatching 
trips to Christmas and Cocos Islands 
during the period, coincided with record 
rainfall (and the associated weather 
systems). This combination produced 

some exciting sightings including six 
bird species new for Australia with such 
species as Eurasian Teal, European 
Roller and both Chinese and Japanese 
Sparrowhawk being seen.

METROPOLITAN (UBD Street 
Directory)

Australian Little Bittern – 1, 29/10/10, 
Kogolup Lake (Beeliar) – TMC 
* 1, 08/11/12, Lake Monger 
(Wembley) – JMG (rarely seen in 
the metropolitan area) (see photo, 
page 2)

Royal Spoonbill – 1, 12/12/10, Marina 
Quay (Erskine) – MN & SB (rare in 
the south west)

Little Ringed Plover – 2, 29/11/10 
Herschel Lake (Rottnest Island) – 
SM (rare in Western Australia)

Australian Painted Snipe – 1, 25/11/10 
to 05/12/10, Kogolup Lake (Beeliar) 
– RP (very rare in the south west; 
photographs)

Red-necked Phalarope – 1, still present 
until 16/01/11, Lake Baghdad 
(Rottnest Island) – SA, MaC, 
NJ (rarely reported in Western 
Australia)

Painted Button-Quail – 2, 08/01/11, 
grassland (Wandi) – GP (scarce 
but possibly increasing in the 
metropolitan area)

Oriental Pratincole – 1, 16/01/11 Lake 
Baghdad (Rottnest Island) – SA 
(rare in south west)

White-winged Black Tern – 4, 
22/12/10, Lake Baghdad (Rottnest 
Island) – MaC * 3, 16/10/10, Lake 
Baghdad (Rottnest Island) – SA 
(rarely reported from Rottnest 
Island)

Common Tern – 12+, 03/01/11, Peel 
Inlet (Erskine) – MN (high count for 
this scarce summer visitor)

Eastern Yellow Wagtail – 1, 03/12/10, 
Big Carine Swamp (Carine) – CN 
& MH (very uncommon in the 
metropolitan area)

SOUTH WEST (Shark Bay to Cape 
Arid)

Red-tailed Tropicbird – 2, 08/10/10, 
Island Point (Mandurah) – ACu * 
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1, 19/12/10 to 14/01/11, Sugarloaf 
Rock (Busselton) – RW, RL 
(uncommon in south west)

Fork-tailed Swift – 40, 20/12/10, 
Seabird (Gingin) – BR (uncommon 
in south west)

Black Bittern – 1, 26-28/01/11, Big 
Brook Dam, Pemberton (Manjimup) 
– BG (rare in south west; see photo, 
page 43)

Beach Stone-curlew – 1, 23/12/10 
until 19/01/11, Thomas River NP 
(Esperance) – GT, KD (rare in south 
west, photographs)

Inland Dotterel – 1, 17-19/11/10, Lake 
McLarty (Murray) – WM (very rare 
in south west; photographs)

Pectoral Sandpiper – 21+, 07/11/10, 
Lake McLarty (Murray) – AC 
(record high count for Lake 
McLarty)

Ruff – 1, 07-28/11/10, Lake 
McLarty (Murray) – AC 
& MN * 1, 16/01/11, Lake 
Clifton (Mandurah) – BRu 
(scarce in south west)

Oriental Pratincole – 1, 26-
28/11/10, Lake McLarty 
(Murray) – DR et al * 
3, 02/01/11, Nambeelup 
(Murray) – KM et al (rare in 
south west; photographs)

Kelp Gull – 1, 12/12/10, 
Cheynes Beach (Albany) – 
NW et al (rarely reported 
in Western Australia; sight 
record only)

Masked Owl – 1, 08/01/11, 
Vasse (Busselton) – RL * 1, 
11/01/11, Karakamia (Mundaring) – 
RaL (rare in the south west)

ARID ZONE

Dollarbird – 1, 13/11/10, Miaree Pool 
(Roebourne) – SC (south of normal 
range)

KIMBERLEY

Swinhoe’s Storm-petrel – 2, 16-
17/10/10, at sea between Broome 
and Scott Reef – MC & GS 
(uncommon in Western Australia)

Jouanin’s Petrel – 1, 17/10/10, at sea 
near Scott Reef – MC & GS (rarely 
reported in Australian waters)

JAVAN POND HERON – 1, 16/01/11, 
19 km north of Kununurra 

(Wyndham-East Kimberley) – 
MB & JK (1st record for Western 
Australia if accepted by BARC; 
photographs)

Abbott’s Booby – 1, 17/10/10, at sea 
between Broome and Scott Reef 
– MC & GS (rarely reported away 
from Christmas Island)

Semipalmated Plover – 1, 14/12/10, 
DEMCO Reserve (Broome) – FO 
(the long staying bird, first seen in 
October 2009)

Little Ringed Plover – 1, 18/12/10, 
sewage works (Broome) – GS 
(uncommon in Western Australia)

Red-throated Pipit – 1, 04-14/12/10, 
Father McMahon Oval (Broome) – 
GS et al (3rd record for Australia if 
accepted by BARC)

ISLAND MONARCH – 1, 15/10/10, 
Cassini Island – ME (1st record for 
‘mainland’ Australia if accepted by 
BARC; photographs)

ASHMORE REEF

Flesh-footed Shearwater – 5, 22/10/10, 
at sea just north of Lacepede Islands 
– MC & GS (north of normal range)

Lesser Noddy – 3, 18-21/10/10, Middle 
Island (Ashmore Reef) – MC & GS 
(rare away from Abrolhos Islands)

Roseate Tern – 30 000, 23/10/10, West 
Island (Lacepede Islands) – MC & 
GS (high count)

Tiger Shrike – 2, 18-21/12/10, West 
Island – MC & GS (2nd record 
for Ashmore Reef if accepted by 
BARC)

ARAFURA FANTAIL (subspecies 
semicollaris) – 1, 18-21/12/10, West 
Island – MC & GS (1st record of this 
subspecies in Australia)

Island Monarch – 2, 18-21/10/10, 
West Island – MC & GS (5th & 6th 
Australian records if accepted by 
BARC)

Middendorff’s Grasshopper Warbler 
– 3, 18-21/10/10, West Island – MC 
& GS (rarely recorded in Australia)

GREY-STREAKED FLYCATCHER 
– 1, 18-21/10/10, West Island – MC 
& GS (1st record for Australia if 
accepted by BARC)

Dark-sided Flycatcher – 1, 18-
21/10/10, West Island – MC & GS 
(3rd record for Australia if accepted 
by BARC)

CHRISTMAS ISLAND

Red Collared Dove – 1, 
09/10/10 until 0/01/11, Rubbish 
Tip – DJ, MC et al (4th record 
for Australia if accepted by 
BARC)

Yellow Bittern – 1, 15/11/10- 
17/11/10, juvenile taken 
into care and died – LP * 6, 
5/01/11 Resort – MC et al (4th 

-10th records for Christmas 
Island if accepted by BARC, 
photographs)

SCHRENK’S BITTERN – 1, 
30/11/10, Ross Hill Gardens on 
Greta Beach Track – RB et al 
(2nd record for Christmas Island 

and Australia; photographs)

Malayan Night Heron – 2, 02/01/11, 
Dolly Beach Track – LP, RB (rarely 
recorded vagrant)

Black Bittern – 1, 05-07/01/11, Ma 
Chor Nui Temple – MC et al (5th 
record for Christmas Island)

Watercock – 1, 06/01/11, Golf Course 
– TP et al (rarely reported from 
Christmas Island)

Asian Koel – 2, 10/12/10, Silver City – 
DJ * 3, 6/01/11, Silver City – DJ et 
al (rarely reported from Christmas 
Island)

Asian House Martin – 10, 10/12/10, 
Quarry Road – DJ (high count of 
this rare vagrant)

Observations, ctd

Oriental Pratincole seen at Nambeelup.
Photo: John Graff
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Digital photos
When submitting electronic images 
for possible use in WABN, please 
use a medium to high resolution, 
eg, 300 dpi, as this provides a 
clear reproduction.

Most digital cameras provide an 
option for selecting the resolution. 
Low resolution images generally 
are used only for display on 
computer monitors and not for 
printing.

When emailing photos, please send 
them separately and not embedded 

in Word documents.

COCOS ISLANDS

EURASIAN TEAL – 1, 10/12/10 to 
3/01/11, West Island – RB et al (1st 
record for Australia if accepted by 
BARC)

Jouanin’s Petrel – 1, 08/12/10, at sea 
West Island to North Keeling Island 
– RB et al (1st record for Cocos if 
accepted by BARC)

Yellow Bittern – 1, 05-06/12/10, West 
Island – DJ (1st record for Cocos if 
accepted by BARC)

Cinnamon Bittern – 1, 30/12/10, Home 
Island – TP et al (1st record for 
Cocos, 5th for Australia if accepted 
by BARC)

CHINESE SPARROWHAWK – 1, 
01/01/11, West Island – MC et al 
(1st record for Australia if accepted 
by BARC)

JAPANESE SPARROWHAWK – 2, 
10/12/10, West Island – RB * 1, 
01/01/11, West Island – MC et al 
(1st record for Australia if accepted 
by BARC))

EURASIAN HOBBY – 1, 05/12/10, 
Horsburgh Island, another or the 
same bird on West Island 07/12/10 
– DJ (1st record for Australia if 
accepted by BARC)

Peregrine Falcon – 1, 02/01/11, 
Horsburgh Island – MC et al (1st 
record for Cocos)

White-breasted Waterhen – 50, 
05/12/10 until 04/01/11 West Island 
– DJ, MC et al (high count)

Watercock – 1, 04/12/10, West Island – 
DJ (2nd record for Cocos, 4th-6th for 
Australia if accepted by BARC)

Common Redshank – 1, 8/12/10, 
North Keeling Island – RB et al (2nd 
record for Cocos)

Saunders’s Tern – 2, 29/12/10, South 
Island – MC et al (rare summer 
visitor to the islands)

LARGE HAWK-CUCKOO – 1, 
06/12/10, – West Island RB et al * 
1, 01/01/11, West Island – MC et al 
(2nd and 3rd records for Australia if 
accepted by BARC)

HODGSON’S HAWK-CUCKOO – 1 
found dead, 26/12/10, West Island 
– MC * 1, 01/01/11, West Island 
– MC et al (1st & 2nd records for 
Australia if accepted by BARC)

EUROPEAN ROLLER – 1, 02/01/11, 
Horsburgh Island – RB et al (1st 
record for Australia if accepted by 
BARC)

PURPLE-BACK STARLING – 1, 
09/12/10, West Island – RB et al 
(2nd record for Australia if accepted 
by BARC)

OBSERVERS

AC = Alan Collins
ACu = Ann Cuthbert
BG = Bruce Greatwich
BR = Bill Rutherford
BRu = Bill Russell
CN = Clive Nealon
DJ = David James
DR = Dick Rule
FO = Frank O’Connor
GP = Gillian Pitt
GS = George Swann
GT = Geoff Taylor
JG = John & Marcus Graff
JK = John Kirby
KD = Kate Dawson
KM = Ken Monson
LP = Lisa Preston
MC = Mike Carter
MaC = Martin Cake
MB = Matt Barrett
ME = Merrick Ekins
MH = Michael Hancock
MN = Mark Newman
NJ = Nigel Jackett
NW = Nathan Waugh
RB = Richard Baxter
RaL = Ray Lloyd
RL = Rob Lambert
RP = Robyn Pickering
RW = Ray Walker
SA = Sue Abbotts
SB = Steve Burns
SC = Stephen Clarke
SM = Sue Mather
TMC = Ted & Maureen Cawley
TP = Tony Palliser
WM = Wayne Merritt

Observations, ctd

Wilson’s Storm-Petrel (see The Naming of 
Birds, page 21).

Photo: BAWA Digital Library 
(Alan Collins)



Western Australian Bird Notes 13 Vol 137 March 2011

Birds Australia project

2 FOR THE PRICE OF 1

Combining 2-hectare Searches and 500-metre Area 
Searches

Birdwatching should be an enjoyable time. After all, it’s the 
main reason most of us head out into the bush, off to the park 
or down to the river to look for birds — if we didn’t enjoy 
it we wouldn’t do it. However, conducting a 2-hectare/20-
minute Atlas Search can sometimes give rise to all sorts of 
frustrations. With the strict constraints of time and area, how 
often have you seen an interesting species, only for it to be 
excluded from your results because it was outside the survey 
area, or it appeared a couple of minutes after the survey 
finished? Too often? There has to be a better way — and now 
there is!

Why not combine your 2-hectare Search with a 500-metre 
Area Search? 

It’s simple. By embedding a 2-hectare/20-minute Search 
within the area of your 500-metre Area Search you can get the 
best of both worlds. All you have to do is spend 20 minutes 
Atlassing in a 2-hectare area, while at the same time also 
recording the birds that occur outside that area; after your 20 
minutes is up, you can continue birding within the 500-metre 
radius, within or outside of the 2-hectare area. If you are 
feeling especially conscientious, you could even conduct 
multiple 2-hectare Searches in conjunction with a 500-metre 
Area Search.

The only thing you will need to remember is to make a note in 
your birdlist of which species were seen within the 2-hectare 
area. When you submit your results, all you have to do is fill 
out a separate Atlas Record Form (or the data submission 
page on www.birdata.com.au) for the 2-hectare survey and 
then, on another Atlas Record Form, again record the species 
you recorded in the 2-hectare survey and then add any extra 

species you saw outside the area (but within the 500-metre 
survey area) or in extra time. It is important to remember that 
if you are only recording a few of those annoying extra birds 
that did not quite make it into the 2 hectares or the 20 minute 
period, this should be submitted as an Incidental record, 
while a comprehensive search within the 500-metre area will 
constitute a 500-metre Area Search.

For example, imagine you recorded three species during 
the 20-hectare survey (Australian Magpie, Noisy Miner and 
White-plumed Honeyeater), and you also recorded three 
species outside the area (Australian Magpie, Noisy Miner, 
Musk Lorikeet). By combining the two lists to generate the 
overall list for the 500-metre Area Search, your two bird-lists 
should look like this:

2-hectare, 20-minute Search
o Australian Magpie
o Noisy Miner
o White-plumed Honeyeater

500-metre Area Search
•	 Australian Magpie
•	 Noisy Miner
•	 White-plumed Honeyeater
•	 Musk Lorikeet

If you are one of the Atlassers who also count the birds that 
you record, the system is the same as the one just mentioned 
— just take it a step further. Count the number of each species 
you record in the 2-hectare search, and submit them on the 
Atlas sheet for that survey. Then you should add them to 
the numbers of birds you recorded outside the area when 
submitting data for the 500-metre area search (be sure not to 
double-count the birds in the 2-hectare area). Confused? Have 
a look at the diagram below, and use the example it gives as a 
guide for what to do.

Extract from Atlas News, Issue 14, 
December 2010

2-hectare area surveys — 
some handy tips

The simplest way to estimate the 
correct area for a 2-hectare survey 
is to walk along a 200-metre 
transect, along a country road 
perhaps, noting all of the birds 
you see or hear within 50 metres 
on either side of you. Alternatively, 
if you want your 2-hectare search 
area to be roughly circular, 
make sure that it has a radius 
of approximately 80 metres 
(or a diameter of 160 metres).
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CHAIR’S REPORT

This is my last opportunity to report as Chair on the doings 
of BAWA and look to significant developments ahead.

In recent days, the South Coast NRM has indicated it 
will support Raana Scott in her role as Carnaby’s Project 
Manager at least until next August. Her funding was due 
to run out next month. SCNRM has also allocated funds 
for Cocky Counts on the south coast for the next three 
years. The Department of Environment and Conservation 
(DEC) has just indicated funding for a Great Cocky Count 
coordinator and I anticipate that this person will start 
at the beginning of March in time for the count both in 
the metropolitan and country areas. This will be a great 
opportunity for BAWA Country Branches to participate in a 
most valuable BAWA survey. So the Carnaby’s project is alive 
and doing good things.

The Australasian Bittern Project has commenced with 
Lotterywest funding and Robyn Pickering has reported 
encouraging sightings/sounds during the spring survey.

BA national office is looking to start a project surveying the 
Great Western Woodlands as part of a joint project with a 
number of organisations. One difference with this project 
is that a philanthropic fund is prepared to match donations 
from individuals $ for $ (The David Thomas Challenge 
Fund has available $2 million per year for five years for this 

purpose). If you would care to make a donation to attract 
matching funds please let the BAWA office know so that we 
may arrange it. See the BA website for more information on 
this project.

Looking forward (is it permitted to say that now?) 
I commend to all BAWA members the BA AGM and 
Conservation Forum to be held at The University of Western 
Australia on Saturday 21 May. The AGM will vote on the 
proposed merger between BA and BOCA. The Conservation 
Forum will feature the first showing of the BAWA film 
on Carnaby’s and a number of presentations on the 
conservation of Important Bird Areas (IBAs) in south western 
Australia. Professor Lyn Beazley will give the keynote address 
and Professor David Lindenmayer will attend as the recipient 
of the Serventy Medal. I encourage you to attend this very 
significant day in BAWA’s history.

I have appreciated the opportunity to work with so many 
enthusiastic and dedicated volunteers in BAWA over the 
past three years. If you have not been an active volunteer up 
to now, I commend volunteering to do something in BAWA 
as it will certainly prove to be an interesting and rewarding 
experience with a group of pleasant and friendly people 
achieving much for our birds.

Bruce Haynes 
Chair, BAWA

Birds Australia WA reports

Birds Australia members honoured

Penny Olsen, AM

Congratulations are in order to Penny Olsen AM previous 
editor of Wingspan whose work has been recognised by an 
Order of Australia Award. The citation reads:

“For service to the conservation sciences as an author and 
researcher, and through the study and documentation of 
Australian bird species and their history.”

Dick Rule

The City of Mandurah has honoured Dick Rule with their 
Volunteer Environment Award for his outstanding efforts 
in contributing hundreds of volunteer hours to support 
and mentor the community in monitoring bushbirds and 
waterbirds. He also coordinated the waterbird count for the 
Peel-Yalgorup Wetlands, confirming the importance of the 
wetlands for waterbirds and improving the management focus 
and knowledge base.

BAWA extends congratulations to Dick as the recipient of this 
honour.

Editors

Painted Button-quail.
Drawing: Pam Free
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BAWA projects

WESTERN GROUND PARROT — A NEW SPECIES?

In late 2010 there were a number of excited media reports 
about the discovery of a new and very rare bird species — the 
Western Ground Parrot. As we all know, the Western Ground 
Parrot has been around for a while, so what had happened?
Scientists who studied the DNA of museum species of ground 
parrots discovered that the genetics of the eastern and western 
population of ground parrots are sufficiently distinct to 
warrant a split of the species into Eastern and Western Ground 
Parrots. A scientific paper suggesting that the Western Ground 
Parrot be treated as a separate species known as Pezoporus 
flaviventris was published by Conservation Genetics in 
November last year. It is perhaps interesting to know that 
the Western Ground Parrot was first described and named by 
Victorian ornithologist Alfred North citing a difference in 
plumage. In 1911, of course, he lacked the tools to analyse 
samples of DNA and was thus unable to prove his case.
The previous edition of WABN (136) promised an update on 
the capture trip carried out by Department of Environment 
and Conservation (DEC) with assistance from Perth Zoo and 
volunteers from the Friends of the Western Ground Parrot. 
It can be summed up in one word — Success! Initially, two 
birds (a juvenile male and a juvenile female) were captured 
from Cape Arid National Park where most of the parrots now 
survive. A day later, another juvenile female was captured. 
Towards the end of the trip another three birds (two males and 
a female) were successfully captured. The birds have settled 
into captivity very well.
In October 2010 several hikers on the Bibbulmun Track, east 
of Walpole, found themselves face to face with an unknown 
species of parrot. After consulting their field guide they 
determined that they had been looking at a Western Ground 
Parrot. This sighting was recently reported to Birds Australia. 
It is planned to follow up this unconfirmed report of a Western 
Ground Parrot in an area where they had not been seen 
since the 1950s. DEC Walpole are conducting preliminary 
investigations and the Friends of the Western Ground Parrot 
will provide volunteers for a 2-day search towards the end of 
March.
The Friends group is also looking for volunteers to help with 
two week-long survey trips to Fitzgerald River and Cape 
Arid National Parks in April. Half a dozen evening listening 
sessions are planned for Waychinicup National Park for the 
month of March. Funding is available to help pay towards the 
travel costs of volunteers. Anyone interested in helping out 
is encouraged to contact the Friends of the Western Ground 
Parrot (e-mail: wgparrot@gmail.com).

Further reading

Murphy, Stephen A.; Joseph, Leo; Burbidge, Allan H.; Austin, 
Jeremy (2010). A cryptic and critically endangered 
species revealed by mitochondrial DNA analyses: the 
Western Ground Parrot. Conservation Genetics, published 
online 11 November 2010, DOI 10.1007/s10592-010-
0161-1

Anne Bondin 

Editors’ note: BAWA members wishing to obtain a copy of the article 
referred to above can contact Allan Burbidge at allanb99@bigpond.
net.au.

ROTTNEST ISLAND SHOREBIRD 2020 SURVEY, 
16 JANUARY

Twenty Birds Australia members participated in the bi-annual 
Shorebird 2020 survey on 16 January 2011 (see also the 
article by Stella Stewart-Wynne on page 34). Rottnest Island 
has been nominated internationally as an Important Bird Area 
for threatened Fairy Terns and for Banded Stilts that have 
been recorded over the recognised threshold of 1% of their 
population on the island.
The total of 4571 shorebirds recorded emphasises the 
importance of Rottnest for this suite of birds. Sooty 
Oystercatcher and White-winged Black Tern were recorded 
and whilst there are historical records of these species on the 
island this is the first record since 1998. Oriental Pratincole 
was recorded for the first time. Fairy Terns were recorded 
showing courtship behaviour (Fig 1) and with bright yellow/
orange bills suggesting breeding could occur (see photos, page 
44). A thorough search was made for a breeding site but the 
conclusion was that it may be too early for breeding.
There were more waders recorded (1992) than in recent 
years (Table 1). Red-necked Stints were recorded in greater 
numbers (1222) than they have been since 2009. The Swan 
River estuary (of which Rottnest Island is considered a part) 
is listed as a site of international importance for this species 
as 1% of the population has been recorded here in the past 
(3250) (Bamford et al. 2008).
Banded Stilts migrate according to breeding conditions 
elsewhere in Australia. In 2010 there was a breeding event 
at Lake Torrens where between 150 000 and 200 000 birds 
were recorded breeding. This is the first extensive breeding 
attempt since 2000 and 200 000 chicks were recorded. It 
was noted that in this survey there was a number of juvenile 
Banded Stilts. The continued presence of 1600 of this species 
on the Rottnest lakes shows the importance of the food 
source provided there. However, an injured Banded Stilt was 
recovered from Herschel Lake adjacent to the causeway, 
suggesting that it had hit the power lines. The bird was 
deposited with the Ranger. The bird strike preventers are in 
urgent need of replacement.
This important biannual survey is not possible without the 
voluntary effort of the participants, so particular thanks to this 
happy band of birders. The assistance with facilities, resources 
and information from the Rottnest Island Authority and their 
appreciation of our efforts make this a worthwhile exercise.
Reference
Bamford, M., Watkins, D., Bancroft, W., Tischler, G. and 

Wahl, J. (2008). ‘Migratory shorebirds of the East 
Asian-Australasian flyway: population estimates and 
internationally important sites’. (Wetlands International-
Oceania: Canberra).

Suzanne Mather
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Table 1: Counts of wader species on Rottnest Island from 1998 to 2011 (Banded Stilts excluded).
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COMMUNITY EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
Annual report, 2010
If 2009 was notable for big increases in most areas of our 
operations, 2010 was a period where cancellations came to 
the fore, and plans had to be forgotten or put into abeyance. 
There have always been events that were projected in hope, 
but failed in the harsh light of poor planning, staff changes 
or failure to attract needed grants. This past year saw more of 
these with disappointment being the main outcome and some 
wastage of time and resources. However, all of that aside, 
we still had a useful year plus a great group of committee 
members and volunteers to work with.
Our committee remains small and often overworked but we 
work well together and manage to get most tasks brought to 
successful conclusions. We lost one of our pioneer committee 
members this year when Barry Angus was forced to resign 
because of ill health. We are grateful for his years of service 
and wish him well for the future. We gained two new 
members, Annette Park on the administrative side and Liz 
Walker, who is the liaison link with the executive. In addition 
we gained Libby McGill as a regular Wednesday contributor, 
willingly doing any task we asked her to do, no matter how 
tedious. She is also managing the book purchases, relieving 
Rod Smith of an added task, when he was already overworked. 
Maris Lauva joined us as Library Officer – thus filling a 
position we had struggled to fill for the past three years. 
Georgina Steytler continues to put together most PowerPoint 
presentations and also look after the machinery for our 
technophobic chairman.
We only made 23 visits to 19 schools (half of 2009’s numbers) 
and talked to and walked with 878 students; 55 teachers and 
parents were also in attendance. BAWA members participated 
78 times.
We made 30 presentations at 26 venues with 847 attendees and 
63 BAWA members assisting. For the first time we sought to 
sell cards and occasionally books at all presentations, which 
was a good move considering we weren’t invited to Garden 
Week. This was both a disappointment and a big financial loss. 
It was interesting that we were invited to one venue five times 
to present to different and generally small groups.
We conducted 19 group walks at 15 venues with 411 attending 
and BAWA members assisting 53 times. Most of these were 
beginners groups but there were also trainee bush and reserve 
guides involved.
We conducted four presenters’ classes for small groups, two 
in Perth and two at Esperance. We were happy with these 
as training classes, but unfortunately none of the students 
were able to follow through and relieve our ever-maturing 
presenters of some of their workload. This is an ongoing 
concern, but we have had John Blyth acting as a presenter, and 
we hope for more of our experienced leaders to come to the 
fore in the future. We only ran four bird identification classes – 
this was one of our areas of late cancellations but three of the 
successful classes were The University of Western Australia 
(UWA) extension classes – which went very well. There were 
a total of 89 learners with 17 BAWA assistants. Two advanced 
classes had 76 participants and again 17 BAWA helpers.
We were involved in eight outdoor displays of varying value 
and Maris put displays featuring biodiversity in eight libraries.
Two radio broadcasts (ABC and 6PR) doubled the numbers 
of attendees at the UWA classes. We ran a couple of surveys 

and attended two meetings that we judged could assist our 
usefulness in the future.

Our PowerPoint presentations continue to grow and we have 
over 50 of them, ranging from local presentations to more 
specific subjects. After a long period of writing and research 
we now have virtually every WA bird covered by a short 
descriptive paragraph of their localities and characteristics. 
The image library has around 7000 images and we are able 
to supply these to interested groups, once we have sought the 
permission of the photographers. We are also establishing 
a bird call sound library for use in presentations, thanks to 
permission from David Stewart, David Secomb and BOCA to 
use their CDs.

At the time of writing we already have two Bird Identification 
classes planned, four advanced classes in sets of two and four 
UWA classes subject to sufficient numbers attending. We 
have five presentations in place and three country visits, with 
another in the pipeline.

The numbers of hours contributed by all participating 
BAWA volunteers is conservatively estimated as 4400. 
The total revenue raised in sales and donations was $7981. 
The Executive generously supplied us with 6 extra pairs of 
binoculars upon request.

We would like to acknowledge the many volunteers who 
contributed to our activities in 2010: George Agar, Pam Agar, 
Barry Angus, David Ballard, Joyce Ballard, Pat Bennett, John 
Blyth, Judy Blyth, Martin Cake, Fiona Colbeck, Liz Cooney, 
Elsa Dabbs, Tom Delaney, Ron Dibbens, Ray Flanagan, 
Ruth Greble, Jan Head, Colin Heap, Joyce Hegney, Valerie 
Hemsley, Sally Hoedemaker, Daryl James, Henny Knight, 
Jill Knight, Perry Knight, Jim Langford, Maris Lauva, Julie 
Lewis, Libby McGill, Sue Mather, Josan Moss, Clive Napier, 
Wendy Napier, Frank O’Connor, Annette Park, Allison Paull, 
Edd Paull, Eunice Piper, Gillian Pitt, Dick Rule, Bill Smart, 
Rod Smith, Stella Stewart-Wynne, Ted Stewart-Wynne, 
Georgina Steytler, Jan Wainright, Beryl Walker, Debbie 
Walker, Liz Walker, Brice Wells and Gail Wells. Apologies if 
we have inadvertently left any names out.

We only have two members of the original committee left and 
unfortunately the most valuable of these will probably leave 
the metropolitan area sometime during the first half of 2011. 
There is no way we can adequately thank Elsa Dabbs for her 
contribution to the committee except to say that without her, 
our contribution to BAWA would have been considerably less.

Brice Wells 
Chairman

DARLINGTON ARTS FESTIVAL, November 2010
Lots of volunteers helping in many ways and good weather 
for the event made this a happy weekend. There never seems 
to be enough space to display all we have, either to sell or to 
exhibit, but none the less it was, hopefully, both beneficial to 
the public, and beneficial to BAWA financially.
As ever, a big thank you to those who so kindly donated bric-
a-brac items, and those who gave up time to sell, chat and 
advise. It cannot happen without you.

Stella Stewart-Wynne
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2011 GREAT COCKY COUNT, 7 April

Arriving with a clatter and keen to show off their youngsters, 
the Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos are returning to the Swan 
Coastal Plain and other over wintering areas, and the number 
of birds at night roost sites will continue to grow, peaking 
from February to May.

Many of you will have been involved in the Great Cocky 
Count last year, which was a great success, helping us to 
understand where Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos roost at night. A 
copy of the Birds Australia / DEC report, which describes the 
results from the 2010 Great Cocky Count (GCC) is available 
from: www.birdsaustralia.com.au/carnabys.

The Great Cocky Count 2011

Birds Australia in partnership with the Department of 
Environment and Conservation will be running another Great 
Cocky Count in 2011 and we are once again asking you to 
help us. As well as visiting the Perth roost locations, we 
are interested in night roost sites across the entire range of 
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo: anywhere from Perth to Albany, 
east to Esperance and north to Geraldton. If you know of any 
roosts please let us know the location and how many birds 
are using it. A good way to locate your roost is to use Google 
Earth, do a ‘Print Screen’ and send the map image to me (free 
download: http://www.google.com/earth/download/ge/).

If you are interested in being involved in the survey, or 
have identified a possible night roost site, please send an 
email to Geoff Barrett (Geoff.Barrett@dec.wa.gov.au) or to 
greatcockycount@birdsaustralia.com.au The project will take 
a while to wind up and until the coordinator is appointed, we 
will be unable to respond to emails, so please bear with us. We 
expect the coordinator to be appointed by early March.

Consider sending your surveys in via the Birds Australia 
Citizen Science Website.

The Atlas of Living Australia and Birds Australia have 
developed a website that allows you to enter your night 
roost counts as well as general sightings of Carnaby’s Black-
Cockatoos. It is a simple process but like all these new tools, 
requires a bit of patience to work out how to do it. Below 
are some instructions, so please give it a go. To register go 
to: http://birdsaustralia.ala.org.au and once you’ve registered 
just sign in and click on the contribute tab then select ‘Black-
cockatoo night roosts’.

Note that this is the same site as the Carnaby Tracker where 
you can enter any other observations of Carnaby’s Black-
Cockatoos (eg, flying overhead, feeding or breeding) under the 
Carnaby’s Cockatoo Tracker link.

You only need to register once to submit general sightings and 
night roost data. If you have any problems with the website, 
please email Raana at r.scott@birdsaustralia.com.au 

Birds Australia Citizen Science Website – 
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo Roost surveys

‘How to’ guide
1. Go to the http://birdsaustralia.ala.org.au web site.
2.  If this is the first time you have been to the site, you need 

to register with the site. To do this click on the box on the 
lower left hand side of the page that says ‘Register Now’:

a.  You will be presented with a security prompt asking 
you to type in two words that are in the image box.

b.  Then you will be presented with a registration form 
which you need to fill out. You will receive an email 
to confirm your registration.

c.  Once you have confirmed your registration via the 
email link, you will need to sign into the site.

3.  Sign into the site by clicking on the “Sign In” tab in the 
menu at the top of the page, and enter your username and 
password from your registration process. Please note that 
Usernames and passwords are case sensitive.

4.  When you log in you will be presented with a simple 
“Welcome” screen. To start recording information 
about your Night Roost site, move your mouse over the 
“Contribute” menu and choose “Black-Cockatoo Night 
Roosts”.

5.  The first thing to do is to zoom the map into where your 
roost is located. You can do the following in the map:

 a. Double-click on the map to zoom in
 b. Click and drag the map to pan it around
  c.  Pop open the legend in the top right corner by 

clicking on the + symbol on the upper right hand side 
of the map, and turn on the Google Satellite view to 
see satellite imagery and aerial photos - essential 
for locating your roosts more accurately

  d.  A single click will add a point to the map (as an 
orange dot) — if you have done this too early, please 
refresh your browser to start again or you can move a 
point (the orange dot) by clicking on it and dragging 
it to the location you want it to be in.

6.  When you have zoomed into your roost site, click once on 
the map to add a location. Please be aware that if you do 
this too early, you will need to move the point (described 
above).

7.  Once you are happy with the location of the point, now you 
will need to include details of the species you recorded. 
Please note you have to treat each record in this system as 
belonging to one species; so you might be recording the 
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos in this first point, then you will 
need to add another point for Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos 
(please note other black cockatoo species are to be entered 
only into the night roosts portal. Carnaby’s Tracker portal 
is ONLY for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo), by going back to 
point 4 and starting this process again. Please fill out:

 a.  Start typing the bird species name in the Species 
box — it will automatically fill out the details of the 
species for you (eg, Carnaby’s…

 b.  Enter the name of your site (the name you have given 
to your site)

 c. Enter the code for your site (previously given to you)
 d.  Click in the Date field and choose a date from the 

little calendar that pops up
 e. Enter the start time that you were at the site
 f.  Put in the total number of birds of the species you are 

recording for in the “Number” box
 g.  Enter the running tally (eg, 2,3,1,4,2,1,1,1) in the 

“running tally” box
 h.  If you know the tree species the birds were nesting in 

please enter it in the next box
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 i. Add any other additional comments in the final box
 j.  When you are happy with the results, please click on 

the “Submit Sighting” to go to step 8, or click on the 
“submit and Add another” to go back to step 5 and 
enter details of a different species (you must do one 
or the other to save your sighting)

8.  Once you have recorded the species you will go to the “My 
Sightings” page. This will allow you to choose “Black-
Cockatoo Night Roosts” from the “Project” menu and click 
the “Load Records” button to see your records you have 
just entered. If you notice that there is an error with one 
of your records, or want to edit these records, then click 
on the date of that record in the table under the map and 
you will be taken back to the recording form, where you 
can edit the details of that record, including moving the 
location (see step 6). You can also go straight to this page 
when you log in next time by moving your mouse over 
“Review” and then choosing “My Sightings”.

9.  When you have finished recording information in the 
system then simply close your browser or click on the 
“Sign Out” link at the top of the page and continue 
browsing the web.

Raana Scott 
Project Officer

CARNABY’S BLACK-COCKATOO: 
A FULLY-FLEDGED BREEDING SEASON

Time has flown by with another Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo 
breeding season coming to an end.

The 2010/11 season has seen surveys carried out throughout 
the species range. The northern sites were covered primarily 
by volunteers, with staff focusing on the Central Wheatbelt, 
Great Southern and South Coast, surveying new areas 
to identify previously unknown breeding sites, as well 
as conducting nesting surveys at existing breeding sites. 
Over four months surveys were carried out at 34 locations 
comprising 19 existing sites, nine newly identified sites and 
six potentially negative sites; the search continues with leads 
being followed in preparation for the 2011/2012 breeding 
season.

The majority of sites are surveyed using the ‘knock and 
observe’ method. At some of the ‘healthier’ nesting sites 
more females were flushed from hollows than have been in 
the previous breeding season, but whether this is due to more 
breeding birds or the surveyors having a better knowledge of 
the site is a question that needs to be answered. Sadly there 
does appear to be a continued decline in birds observed at 
some of the more degraded nesting locations where food 
seemed scarce, showing just how important conserving 
remnant vegetation is, no matter how small.

The Department of Environment and Conservation continues 
to support the monitoring effort with Rick Dawson again 
climbing trees at the Coomallo, East Borden and Fitzgerald 
River National Park Important Bird Areas (IBAs) (see photo 
page 2). This year the East Borden IBA stole the show. 
Chicks were pulled from 15 hollows, with three sets of twins 
making a total of 18 young; which given that only 49 of the 

98 known hollows were checked, was a fantastic result. With 
most chicks being around six weeks of age they were still a 
month away from fledging but as all were of greater weight 
than expected for their age we have great hopes of their 
fledging successfully. These ‘bouncing babies’ contributed 
to the continuing research into the species; all were banded 
and ‘donated’ blood and DNA samples along with swabs for 
disease testing to build baseline data for chick health.

Our dedicated volunteers once again made monitoring across 
the South West possible, with 18 long-standing volunteers 
contributing over 1000 hours to survey sites across 12 areas. 
Were it not for their extraordinary effort and commitment 
we would not be able to cover all sites. In addition are hours 
given by Landholders and new volunteers to help in searching 
for new nesting sites within the Central Wheatbelt and Great 
Southern.

With the number of nesting sites requiring surveying 
increasing each year, volunteers are becoming ever more 
crucial to the success of the project, so in December a 
meeting was held with core volunteers to initiate a new 
direction for 2011. We are hoping to expand our volunteer 
network and increase our coverage of monitoring sites. We 
are looking to recruit new volunteers to help out and learn 
from our experienced volunteers by joining in with organised 
survey trips to regional sites for the 2011/2012 breeding 
season. If you are interested in volunteering please e-mail 
cbcvolunteer@birdsaustralia.com.au.

Want to know the full breeding season wrap-up and other 
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo news? Subscribe to Cocky Notes, 
our annual newsletter, by contacting Project Manager:

Raana Scott at r.scott@birdsaustralia.com.au, 
or mobile 0427 707 047.

Claire Bartron and Raana Scott

WA TWITCHATHON 2010 REPORT

The second running of the WA Twitchathon took place very 
successfully on the weekend of 11 December last year, with 
participation up on the inaugural event in 2009. Again, three 
competitions were organised: a 24-hour competition, a less 
intense 12-hour competition, and a positively relaxing 8-hour 
Armchair competition. The full results for the competitions 
are below. The 12-hour and Armchair competitions were 
both won comfortably by the defending champions from the 
2009 event — The Melville Hava-chats and The OBE Team 
respectively. The Clive Napier Perpetual Trophy for the 24-
hour competition winners did change hands though, as The 
Big Twits pipped the 2009 champions SWAT by five species.

The ‘best sighting’ was awarded to Kelp Gull (seen by The 
Ruff Knights at Cheynes Beach) ahead of Ruff (seen by 
Wayne’s World at Nairns) and Australasian Bittern (heard by 
The Western Whistlers). The worst dip was awarded to Grey 
Butcherbird (Twitch Patrol), narrowly ahead of New Holland 
Honeyeater, which was, incredibly, missed by three teams and 
hence wasn’t considered — clearly they were harder to find 
than usual! Honourable mentions also go to White-browed 
Scrubwren (Stark Raven Mad) and Crested Pigeon (Hunters 
and Collectors).

BAWA projects, ctd
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24-hour Competition (Clive Napier Perpetual Trophy) 
1st: 152 species — The Big Twits (Martin Cake, Alan Collins, 
John Graff and Greg Howell)
2nd: 147 species — SWAT (Peter Taylor, Erica Shedley and 
David Secomb)
3rd: 145 species — Wayne’s World (Frank O’Connor, Wayne 
Merritt, Maris Lauva and Josan Moss)
=4th: 141 species — The Ruff Knights (Nigel Jackett, Nathan 
Waugh, Bruce Greatwich and Elizabeth Fox)
=4th: 141 species — The Western Whistlers (Mark Newman 
and Steve Burns)
6th: 121 species — Stark Raven Mad (Wes Bancroft, Natalie 
Warburton and Scarlett Bancroft)
7th: 88 species — Twitch Patrol (Ian Dilley, Ethan Dilley and 
Colin Eldrid)
8th: 67 species — Charabanc (Peter Thom and Jim Burgett)

12-hour Competition (Wendy Napier 
Perpetual Trophy)
1st: 115 species — Melville Hava-chats 
(Robyn Pickering, Robin Ashford and Gavin 
White)
2nd: 95 species — Flying Nomads (Colin 
Heap and Ron Dibbens)
3rd: 89 species — Hunters and Collectors 
(Louis Purdy, Rowan du Boulay, Ian Purdy)
4th: 86 species — Peeping Pardalotes 
(Andrew Hobbs, Jill Hobbs and Kerrie 
Cowie)

8-hr Armchair Competition (Graham 
Wooller Perpetual Trophy) 
1st: 52 species — The OBE Team (Clive 
Napier, Wendy Napier and Brian Wilson)

Many thanks to all those who participated 
and made it a successful event, and to those 
on the BAWA Excursions Committee and 
BAWA Executive Committee who assisted 
with planning.

John Graff

SHOREBIRD AND WATERBIRD COUNT DATA 
FROM SHARK BAY

From 17 October to 22 October 2010, Max Howard and Greg 
Linstead from Birds Australia, Western Australia, and Maria 
Jose Aguilar Carrasco (a visiting overseas student from Spain), 
conducted a Shorebird 2020 survey at numerous locations 
within the Shire of Shark Bay, Western Australia.

A total of 6429 shorebirds and waterbirds were counted for 
the period (see table below). The above survey supported 
suggestions that areas such as Pelican Island, Guichenault 
Point and Dubaut Point are important feeding and resting areas 
for shorebirds. Our thanks to Kim Onton, Les George and the 
staff of DEC at Denham.

Max Howard, Greg Linstead and 
Maria Jose Aguilar Carrasco

BAWA projects, ctd

Table 1: Shorebird and waterbird count data from Shark Bay.

For Sale!
Swarovski scope with 45 degree angled eye 
piece. 20 - 60 magnification. Razor sharp.

Cost $ 2100 sell $700.

Ph Simon on 9377 1046.
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The naming of birds

Apodidae (Continued from WABN 136)

The family name means without feet, which is rather a 
misnomer – all birds have feet but few except swifts do not 
use them for most of their lives. They fly incessantly while 
feeding, and sleep and even copulate on the wing. When they 
land they can only do so on the sides of cliffs, walls, etc, as 
they cannot take off from a flat surface. Their feet and legs are 
not strong enough to give them that leap into the air (unlike 
other land birds) immediately before flying commences.

The swifts are then almost exclusively birds of the air. Their 
common name signifies one of their aerial abilities – swiftness 
of flight.

Collocalia esculenta – Glossy Swiftlet. From the Greek colla 
meaning glue and calia meaning nest and esculenta from the 
Latin meaning edible. This is the famous swiftlet of birds’ nest 
soup fame. The glue is their saliva used to build their nests 
and it also adds flavour to the soup made from them. Swiftlet 
means a small swift (that is a fast flying bird). 

Another name is Beavan’s after Captain Robert Cecil Beavan 
(1841 -1870), corresponding member of the Zoological 
Society, who served in India with the Bengal Staff Corps 
for 10 years. During his short life he collected specimens of 
birds and eggs at various locations. Other names are Swiftlet, 
Edible-nest Swiftlet, Grey-rumped Swiftlet, Philippine 
Swiftlet, White-bellied Swiftlet and White-breasted Swiftlet.

Hirundapus caudacutus – White-throated Needletail. L., 
hirundo, swallow; Gk, apus (apous), without feet: caudacutus 
- L., cauda, tail; L., acutus, sharp. Laypersons frequently 
confuse swifts with swallows and this Latinised name shows 
that even the ornithologists can be confused.

Other names are Storm-bird (so called as it appears sometimes 
after being blown into regions ahead of a storm front), 
Needle-tailed Swift, Spine-tailed Swift, Needletail, Northern 
Needletail, Needle-tailed Swallow, Pin-tailed Swallow, Prickly 
Swallow, Prickly Tail Swift, Prickly Swift. Most of these 
names are variations on a theme.

Apus affinis – House Swift. Affinis means applied or related. 
This term is frequently used in taxonomy and perhaps it is a 
‘cop-out’ as nothing better could be thought up by the original 
taxonomist.

Apus pacificus – Fork-tailed Swift. See WABN 136, page 14.

Procellariformes

Procella is Latin for a violent wind. Presumably named from 
the open sea habitat of most of this order where storms are 
frequent. It seems from the number of birds in this group that 
are given names after eminent ornithologists or naturalists, 
that they must have thought that one way of achieving 
posterity was to find a new pelagic species. Anyone who did, 
even in the last two centuries, definitely earned their name 
going down in history. Go on a pelagic trip and you’ll see 
why. Many of the names used here also relate to the deep sea, 
storms, waves, etc, much more so than most other bird groups.

Hydrobatidae

Hydrobates is Latinised Greek. It comes from two Greek 
words meaning water and treader. Thus, hydrobates is a bird 
that appears to tread on water.

Hydrobates monorhis – Swinhoe’s Storm-Petrel. Robert 
Swinhoe (1836 -1877) was an English naturalist. Petrel is 
from St Peter who supposedly walked on water with Jesus 
Christ and these birds fly so close to the waves that they gave 
the impression of water walking (flying).

Hydrobates leucorhoa – Leach’s Storm-Petrel. From the 
Greek leucos meaning white and orrhos meaning tail. Dr W. 
E. Leach (1790-1836) of the British Museum bought this 
undescribed petrel at an auction.

Hydrobates matsudairae – Matsudaira’s Storm-Petrel. After 
Viscount Y. Matsudaira (1876 - 1945), a committee member 
of the Ornithological Society of Japan. The only other name is 
Sooty Storm-Petrel.

Oceanitidae

Oceanites oceanicus – Wilson’s Storm-Petrel (see photo, page 
12). Oceanites is Greek, associated with the ocean, Oceanus 
being god of the Oceans; oceanicus is also Latin for the ocean. 
Interestingly Oceanus had three thousand daughters called 
Oceanitides. Alexander Wilson (1766–1813), was a Scottish 
weaver and poet who emigrated to the USA and was one of 
the pioneers of American ornithology.

Other names are Flat-clawed Storm-Petrel, Yellow-webbed 
Storm-Petrel and Mother Carey’s Chicken, perhaps a 
corruption of Mother Mary as they were harbingers of stormy 
weather much loved by early sailors. With two religious 
connotations for this bird, it must be blessed!

Pelagodroma marina – White-faced Storm-Petrel. From the 
Greek pelagos meaning open or high sea and dromos meaning 
race as in running. Marina is Latin for marine. It is the marine 
runner of the high seas, a rather tautological term. (Tautology 
is very common in nomenclature.) The sub-species dulciae 
is also possible in WA waters. Dulcis means charming or 
delightful.

Other names are Frigate Petrel, White-breasted Storm-Petrel, 
Storm Petrel and Mother Carey’s Chicken.

Fregetta tropica – Black-bellied Storm-Petrel. Named from 
the Latin fregata meaning a frigate and tropicus meaning 
tropical. Why, oh why, must these petrels be so similar 
and identically pronounced, to the generic name Fregeta 
– the tropic birds – very, very confusing and completely 
unnecessary.

Have the taxonomists run out of more suitable names – this 
is beyond belief.Another name is Gould’s Storm-Petrel. John 
Gould (1804– 1881) was an English ornithologist well known 
in Australia. His identification of the birds now nicknamed 
“Darwin’s finches” was pivotal in the inception of Darwin’s 
theory of evolution by natural selection.

Iuvencus
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A DIARY OF THE BIRDS AND NOTES FROM 
THE MAYLANDS PENINSULA, 1982-1997
Part One: The birds

The first European resident at Maylands was Joseph Hardy 
who settled here after arriving in February 1830 on the brig, 
Tranby. A few years later, in the winter of 1982, I was living 
in Sherwood Street, Maylands, which is only five kilometres 
from central Perth. The area where I was living was typically 
urban but on one occasion I distinctly heard a Pallid Cuckoo 
calling. This prompted me to explore the southern part of the 
Maylands Peninsula and I was delighted by what I saw. This 
was birdwatching country and there was obviously more to 
Maylands than the Maylands and Peninsula Hotels, both of 
which I knew quite well.

So in October 1982 I unpacked my binoculars and ventured 
forth and intermittently observed the birdlife of the peninsula 
until December 1997. During that time I identified 111 species 
of birds, made notes on the other fauna, and discovered two 
Aboriginal sites at least 6 000 years old.

During the early part of my studies the western half of the 
peninsula was open, windswept mudflat covered with grasses 
and there were two large quarries which had been the source 
of clay for brickmaking. They were partly filled with water of 
varying depth. East of Peninsula Road the area was a mixture 
of housing and vacant land. But in the 1990s the area began to 
be developed and this led to a golf course being built over the 
mudflats, the quarries being made into lakes, housing estates 
being made and thousands of shrubs and bushes being planted.

Because my observations may be of interest to future 
historians I present them in a diary form which accounts when 
each species was first observed, and my other notes may be of 
interest, too. A brief summary for some species at Maylands is 
enclosed in brackets.

13/10/1982. Black-shouldered Kite, Australasian Pipit, Purple 
Swamphen, Eurasian Coot, Hardhead, Pacific Black 
Duck, Grey Teal, Black-winged Stilt, Black-fronted 
Dotterel, Carnaby’s Cockatoo, Pallid Cuckoo, Black-
faced Cuckoo-shrike, Laughing Dove, Spotted Dove, 
Australasian Darter, Silver Gull, Australasian Grebe, 
Welcome Swallow, Striated Pardalote, Brown Honeyeater, 
Singing Honeyeater, Australian Raven, Australian Reed 
Warbler, Little Grassbird, Rainbow Bee-eater, Laughing 
Kookaburra.

14/10/1982. Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo, Australian Pelican, 
Black Swan, Little Black Cormorant, Great Cormorant, 
Eastern Great Egret, Northern Mallard, Rock Dove, 
Common Sandpiper, Tree Martin.

15/10/1982. White-faced Heron, Australian Magpie.
17/10/1982. White-necked Heron, Australian Ringneck 

(uncommon visitor), Dusky Moorhen.
18/10/1982. Silvereye: a few in housing areas in winter, small 

flocks in northern quarry twice.
2/4/1983. Nankeen Kestrel, Little Eagle, White-fronted 

Chat, White-backed Swallow, Mistletoebird, Australian 

Shelduck, Red-necked Stint, Crested Tern, Little Pied 
Cormorant, Willie Wagtail, Wedge-tailed Eagle (a juvenile 
in a claypit, possibly not a natural occurrence), Australian 
Hobby.

End April 1983. Eastern Osprey, Australasian Shoveler, Brown 
Goshawk.

5/5/1983. Caspian Tern (uncommon, singles, pairs, seen 24 
times in ten years).

4/6/1983. Grey Fantail (uncommon winter visitor), Brown 
Falcon (uncommon), Variegated Fairy-wren (a very rare 
visitor to Hardy Creek).

11/6/1983. Musk Duck (small numbers gather on the river in 
winter), Western Gerygone.

1/7/1983. Whistling Kite (an infrequent visitor).
12/11/1983. Sacred Kingfisher, Rufous Whistler (uncommon 

visitor), Corella sp/spp. (all birds closely examined during 
my time at Maylands were Little Corellas).

12/12/1983. White-winged Fairy-wren (mainly occurred over 
the grassy mudflats).

April 1984. Australian White Ibis (singles, small numbers 
sometimes).

23/5/1984. Bar-tailed Godwit (very rare visitor).
1/6/1984. Grey Butcherbird, Great Crested Grebe, Buff-

banded Rail, Spotless Crake.
23/6/1984. Banded Lapwing (6 birds, once), Galah (all Galahs 

observed seemed to be wild birds).
28/7/1984. Red-capped Plover, Red-kneed Dotterel.
10/1/1985. Swamp Harrier, Sharp-tailed Sandpiper.
20/1/1985. Brown Songlark, Stubble Quail.
22/2/1985. White-winged Triller (a rare visitor).
11/3/1985. Scarlet Robin (observed once in the southern 

quarry).
31/3/1985. Western Spinebill (observed a few times just west 

of Bardon Park).
17/4/1985. Western Thornbill (very rarely observed).
23/4/1985. Red Wattlebird (an irregular visitor, as singles or 

pairs).
22/5/1985. Straw-necked Ibis (an uncommon visitor).
21/6/1985. Black-tailed Native-hen (a rare winter visitor).
22/8/1985. Red-capped Robin (observed once).
10/9/1985. Shining Bronze-Cuckoo (rare visitor, mostly in 

spring).
22/2/1986. Common Greenshank (a very rare visitor).
28/4/1986. Little Egret (a few sightings by the river and in the 

quarries).
16/5/1986. Red-necked Avocet (very rare visitor), Hoary-

headed Grebe (uncommon).
13/7/1986. Rainbow Lorikeet (uncommon visitor).
16/7/1986. Cattle Egret (very rare visitor).
9/8/1986. Chestnut-breasted Mannikin, small numbers, flocks 

(not observed after 30/8/1991).
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31/8/1986. Fan-tailed Cuckoo (a rare winter visitor to 
bushland near the south quarry).

28/6/1988. White-bellied Sea-Eagle (two sightings, one east of 
the peninsula).

22/9/1989. Western Wattlebird (rare spasmodic visitor).
17/9/1990. Australian Wood Duck (rare visitor).
3/3/1991. New Holland Honeyeater (rare visitor to ornamental 

eucalypts in Bardon Park).
7/4/1991. White-cheeked Honeyeater (irregular visitor in the 

1990s).
13/6/1991. Varied Sittella (two birds observed once).
17/6/1991. Yellow-rumped Thornbill (very rare visitor).
8/7/1991. Elegant Parrot (a flock of 10-15), Blue-billed Duck 

(rare, south quarry).
23/8/1991. Muscovy Duck (singles, up to three, near Tranby 

House).

Other records

Nankeen Night Heron and Royal Spoonbill at West Belmont; 
Chestnut Teal, Pink-eared Duck, Inland Thornbill and 
Rufous Songlark at Bayswater.

Part Two: The notes

13/10/1982. Purple Swamphens stripping seeds from grasses 
with a sideways swipe of their bills.

14/10/1982. Rock Doves foraging over the rubbish tip with 
Silver Gulls.

17/10/1982. Tiger Snake killed by surveyors.
April 1983. Sloughed Dugite skin, old rabbit diggings, two 

tortoise carapaces and old eggshell, an Eastern Osprey 
caught a Sea Mullet.

1/5/1983. Caspian Tern caught a fish.

4/6/1983. Black-shouldered Kite carrying twigs; sometimes 
family groups of 3-4. It feeds extensively on mice; male 
passed three to female in 20 minutes.

11/6/1983. Caspian Tern had difficulty swallowing a large fish; 
Mallard derivatives commute between Tranby House and 
the Belmont Drain – some can fly; Pacific Black Duck 
feeding on mash with poultry at Tranby House; hatched 
tortoise eggs; sloughed skin of Tiger Snake.

19/6/1983. Ten or so Mulloway heads in river, undoubtedly 
the fish were netted.

6/7/1983. Australasian Pipits aggressive and fighting (six birds 
once seen together; also one bathing in water).

11/9/1983. A live tortoise on the road (on another occasion one 
in Bardon Park).

2/12/1983. A claw of a Jilgie and a tortoise carapace in 
the northern quarry; Tranby House; geese with half-
grown young, two Indian Peafowl in full plumage, 
Mallard x Pacific Black Duck hybrids, several Helmeted 
Guineafowl, domestic fowls infested with scaly leg mite.

5/12/1983. Hundreds of Tree Martins (they nest in the roof of 
the yacht club and in street light covers near the railway 
station).

April 1984. The Sea Mullet are jumping (large numbers 
congregate in the autumn).

11/6/1984. Australian Reed-Warbler present but not calling 
apart from its “zhick” call, Australasian Darter calling 
loudly, the call reminiscent of the Pacific Black Duck.

16/6/1984. A Brown Falcon chasing a Black-shouldered Kite.
16/9/1984. Australasian Pipit: courtship acrobatics and singing 

often.
6/1/1985. Two Nankeen Kestrels lifting and then dropping 

rocks onto Bristile’s iron roof; 30/40 White-faced Herons, 
mostly juveniles.

10/1/1985. Black-winged Stilt: two adults and two young in 
southern quarry; decoy behaviour.

12/1/1985. Rainbow Bee-eater has a burrow in a road cutting 
at the intersection of Mary Street and Fogerthorpe 
Crescent.

21/1/1985. Black-fronted Dotterel: nest with three eggs (on 
another occasion a lone chick).

26/1/1985. Black-winged Stilt: five juveniles with grey-brown 
caps, wings blackish edged paler.

1/3/1985. Hundreds of Tree Martins, more very high over 
Belmont Race Track and the river.

12/3/1985. Old Stubble Quail nest, eggs broken, very thin and 
brittle.

31/3/1985. Western Spinebill: juvenile or moulting male.
22/4/1985. Brown Goshawk eating a dragonfly.
8/5/1985. A tortoise carapace in the northern quarry with a fox 

scat on it.
7/5/1985. Nankeen Kestrel with a mouse (it also preys on 

skinks).
9/5/1985. Rufous Whistler at the intersection of East Street 

and Caledonian Avenue.
12/5/1985. Singing Honeyeaters attending plumes of pampas 

grass near Bardon Park.
18/5/1985. Australian Hobby eating a Spotted Dove.
23/6/1985. Some 50 Welcome Swallows on power lines 

near yacht club; 18 White-necked Herons flying north; 
Australian Ravens eating olives near Tranby House.

23/7/1985. Australian Hobby eating an insect; a dead Bobtail 
Skink on Hardy Road.

1/8/1985. Two juvenile Black-faced Cuckoo-shrikes, with 
short tails; Australian Ravens taking bread from ducks at 
Tranby House.

14/8/1985. Australasian Pipit bathing in a pool on the western 
mudflat.

2/9/1985. Pacific Black Ducks feeding from bowls at the 
rear of Clarkson Road; a resident reported that a fox had 
recently caught an Indian Peafowl in the area.

5/9/1985. A Eurasian Coot chased a Black-tailed Native-hen in 
the south quarry; Australasian Pipits in full courtship flight 
and carrying materials on the western mudflats.

19/9/1985. A Dugite 1.3 metres long near southern quarry.

1/9/1986. A Tiger Snake 1.3 metres long at ‘Tiger’ Creek 
(Hardy Creek); King’s Skinks also there.

6/9/1986. A pair of Australian Ravens have a nest in a tower in 
the police academy, nest later abandoned.

4/5/1987. A flock of 30-40 Welcome Swallows.
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24/2/1988. One dead Australian Pelican, another with a fish 
hook in its wing, fishing line attached to hook.

10/4/1988. Ten Black-faced Cuckoo-shrikes at Tranby House.
23/6/1988. A Brown Goshawk carrying a large rat near ‘Tiger’ 

Creek.
27/6/1988. A Black-shouldered Kite chased a Brown 

Goshawk.
17/2/1991. Western Wattlebirds feeding on ornamental 

eucalypt flowers in Bardon Park.
10/3/1991. A Pacific Black Duck with a beak tag RC.
12/4/1991. A group of 15-20 Black-faced Cuckoo-shrikes.
14/4/1991. White-cheeked Honeyeaters feeding on flowers of 

eucalypts and Lantana, Bardon Park.
9/5/1991. Tree Martin: one flock of 100, another of 30, many 

generally: a group of six Australasian Pipits.
24/5/1991. Black Swan: two on river, 15-20 in southern 

quarry, where they breed.
17/6/1991. Great Cormorant: 20 or so in northern quarry, on a 

bank of sand placed there.
27/6/1991. A Swamp Harrier carrying what appeared to be a 

Eurasian Coot, but it dropped and lost it.
28/6/1991. Tranby House: 12 Mallard derivatives, three 

Muscovy Ducks.
8/8/1991. A flock of 21 Rainbow Lorikeets high overhead, 

flying eastwards (unusual).
Robert Stranger

MAGPIES CALLING AT NIGHT

Do other insomniacs venture outside in their pyjamas on still, 
quiet nights in spring and listen in to the warble of magpies at 
3 o’clock in the morning?

The nocturnal call is different, sweet, plaintiff. There’s an 
Australian Magpie in the gum tree over the road. Another will 
respond from the south, and another to the east over the sand 
dune, and another in the north-east over the next hill. There’ll 
be a time of quiet and then one will start off the chorus again. 
I believe different groups engage, as well as birds within the 
group, although they are quite spread out across the territory. 
If the breeze travels from a different direction on another 
night, it brings more points of calling to my ear. There is even 
more vocalising at full moon.

The song is similar phonetically amongst all the magpies: 
a similar introduction of two syllables (unpronounceable), 
linked with a warble of up to 13 syllables, and finishing 
on a ‘doodle-doop’ — almost an exclamation mark. It is 
conversational, and quite different to daytime carolling. 
Calling to each other in the stillness of night. Not a challenge, 
a participation.

We live at the bottom of a valley so the songs are amplified. It 
is quite beautiful under the stars.

Here, in the Bunbury area, it begins mid-August, the middle 
of nest-building time, with nocturnal calling for a short while 
only. The length of time of calling extends, finishing at first 
light and continues every night throughout September and 

October. At the height of the season it begins about 9 pm and 
is heard intermittently through the night. By November the 
calling commences later and later into the wee small hours, 
until daylight comes.

The Willie Wagtails chime in during the night too, chirruping 
with crystal clarity by the bedroom window. It is sweet, and 
sharply melodic like a goblet being struck. More insistent than 
the Wag’s daytime call, though similar phonics. At night it’s 
the pitch that is different, the tonal quality.

I ask: Have magpies and wagtails always called every night 
over such an extended time? I am curious whether the 
introduction of all-night street lighting in the suburbs has 
affected them by encouraging a longer singing season, or did 
it once occur naturally on full moon nights only? (I’ve been 
listening the last 8-9 years.)

I’ve been documenting my neighbourhood magpie group since 
1998, keeping records of all birds that come and go.

Sue Kalab

CONGELIN CAMPGROUND AT DRYANDRA

I read Colin Heap’s article on the birds that he saw at Congelin 
in WABN 136 (p. 17). There were many surprises. Colin gave 
no date for his visit, but I am guessing that it was October 
2010. I have visited Congelin many times over the past 20 
years, although mostly just to have lunch. Some comments on 
Colin’s sightings.

Brush Bronzewing. I had only ever seen two Brush 
Bronzewings at Dryandra, until we saw three on the 
Twitchathon elsewhere at Dryandra. But I was more surprised 
that Colin did not see Common Bronzewing, which is 
generally common at Dryandra especially near the dams.

Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo. I had never seen this species 
at Dryandra until we saw two on the Twitchathon. There has 
also been a flock of 18+ at Fox’s Lair NR in Narrogin this 
past spring and summer. This species has also spread out to 
Brookton this season.

Willie Wagtails, Bunbury area (see also page 43).
Photo: Sue Kalab
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Baudin’s Black-Cockatoo. I have never recorded this species 
at Dryandra. However, a friend tells me that they can follow 
the marri out as far as Narrogin.

Regent Parrot. This is a species that I rarely see in Dryandra, 
which always surprises me as it is common at the 14 Mile 
Brook NR closer to Narrogin.

Barking Owl. This is a very uncommon species in the SW, 
and I only know of one previous record at Dryandra, which 
was on a BAWA campout led by David Secomb.

Rufous Treecreeper. This was not listed by Colin. I assume 
this was an error of omission as it is one of the most common 
birds at Dryandra including the area around Congelin.

Chestnut-rumped Thornbill. Colin did not record this 
species, which I have found in the campground on almost 
every visit over the past four or five years. It is a species that 
you would not expect this far south west.

White-winged Triller. This is a species that you would expect 
to find, except that there were very few records in the SW in 
late 2010, possibly due to the exceptional conditions in the 
centre of Australia?

Grey Butcherbird and Magpie-lark. I have never seen these 
species at Dryandra, which is a surprise to me. I guess I spend 
very little time around the edge of the woodland where the 
adjacent paddocks are. I know they are recorded on the BAWA 
campouts.

Restless Flycatcher. I am glad that Colin recorded this, as I 
am getting worried that this and other species such as White-
browed Babbler, Hooded Robin and possibly Painted Button-
quail are seriously declining at Dryandra.

White-breasted Robin. This is the only record that I have 
major doubts about. It is quite a long way east of its normal 
range, and there is no suitable habitat in the area that I am 
aware of. I am also surprised that Colin did not record Jacky 
Winter which is fairly widespread at Dryandra.

Other species that I have occasionally recorded within 15 
minutes walking distance of the Congelin Campground in 
the past include Australian Wood Duck, Pacific Black Duck, 
Australasian Grebe, Common Bronzewing, Painted Button-
quail, Shining Bronze-Cuckoo, Eastern Barn Owl (not in the 
past decade), Sacred Kingfisher, Blue-breasted Fairy-wren, 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill, Varied Sittella, Crested Shrike-tit, 
Dusky Woodswallow (fairly common), Jacky Winter, Hooded 
Robin (not in the past decade), Western Yellow Robin, Rufous 
Songlark (not in the past decade) and Australasian Pipit.

Dryandra has experienced a very long extended period of 
below average rainfall, and I suspect that this is now being 
reflected in a number of species apparently declining, and the 
appearance of other species.

I agree with Colin that if you visit Dryandra, then it is well 
worth while spending some time around the area of the 
Congelin Campground and Dam. I mainly visit the site for 
lunch to see Chestnut-rumped Thornbill, Western Thornbill, 
Scarlet Robin and Red-capped Robin, which can usually be 
found in the campground, but as can be seen from Colin’s list 
there is much more to be found in the area if you spend the 
time.

Frank O’Connor

“CHANGING OF THE GUARD”

Although we have experienced a dry 2010 this did not seem 
to deter the arrival of the young of several bird species to our 
gardens and surrounding properties in the Wandi area.

In October the New Holland Honeyeaters (or resident “bully 
birds”) all but disappeared from our birdbaths and nectar filled 
flower gardens. The reason became apparent with the arrival 
of a pair of butcherbirds and four young taking up residence. 
Their antics have entertained us ever since, their shrieking, 
carolling waking us each morning at sunrise — who needs a 
clock?

Feeding, resting, drinking at the birdbaths, protecting their 
new patch (from raptors and others) and squabbling amongst 
themselves, they became used to my curious gaze plus camera 
lens. I witnessed the demise of a Silvereye used to feed 
hungry chicks — quite cruel but equally fascinating. This was 
followed by a daily smorgasbord of lizards, large grasshoppers 
and bugs disappearing down begging, hungry chick throats at 
a single gulp. (See photos, page 44.)

An influx of Red Wattlebirds and Western Wattlebirds with 
chicks has also kept the New Hollands at bay. Next the 
Australian Magpies brought their voraciously hungry chick 
to stay. Did I mention the Grey Currawong young, Australian 
Ringneck and Red-capped Parrots with young?

Never a dull moment…

Gillian Pitt
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Crossword No. 6

by Pam Agar CLUES

ACROSS
4. Shape of a Fairy Martin’s nest.
6. … species may displace local birds.
7. Appropriate.
9. A twitcher will want to, if a new species is found.
11. Wrens’ nests are usually … in bushes.
13. Pale birds may have this scientific species name.
14. Some birds do this twice a year.
15. The number of eggs laid by a Noisy Scrub-bird.
16. Honeyeaters have been known to collect a meal 

from one.
17. It’s a good idea to work with one when birdwatching.
18. To take part in a twitchathon, you need to be part of 

one.
21. A Raven is a useful one.
26. Conical nest constructed by Malleefowl.
28. Vegetation …, creating warmth to incubate eggs for 

megapodes.
29. Tall, graceful bird of northern Australia.
30. Brightly-coloured bird of the wheatbelt.
33. Delicate colouring of one particular tern.
34.  Favoured haunt of a particular harrier, one would 

think.

DOWN
1. Rump colour of one of the thornbills.
2. Fine thread useful for nest-building.
3. Feeding area for waders (2 words).
5. Usual number of eggs laid by Rock-Pigeons.
8. Brightly-coloured ground-dweller of tropics.
9. Often distinctly coloured in a young bird.
10. Most birds bathe in water; some prefer this.
12. Number of young usually reared by a Wedge-tailed 

Eagle.
14. Needed by swallows at breeding time.
19. May help to relocate a nest site.
20. Longest and strongest wing feathers.
21. This bird tends to work down the trunk in search of 

food.
22. Raptor.
23. The only currawong found in WA.
24. Searches for food.
25. May be a meal for an Osprey.
27. Dull-coloured.
31. Some birds do this rather than walk.
32. A curlew’s call.

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8

9 10

11 12 13 14

15

16 17 18 19

20

21 22 23

24 25

26 27

28

29

30 31 32

33

34

Answers

See page 35.

Self-contained weekender for nature lovers on the 
Blackwood River near Nannup.

Enjoy the many bird and plant 
species nearby: 

Birdland Retreat is located within 
the Jalbarragup Important Bird 

Area.

Explore adjacent State Forest and River Reserve.

Sleeps six

BAWA member discount.

Contact details

Birdland Retreat

www.birdlandretreat.com

or Nannup Visitor Centre tel. (08) 9756 1211
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BAWA ADVANCED BIRD ID CLASSES

VENUE: WA ECO CENTRE 
June 11th and 12th 2011

Another opportunity to learn more about identification, 
field marks, characteristics and bird sounds to add 
to your enjoyment of birds. The BAWA Community 
Education Committee will be presenting the following 
classes in June at the WA ECO CENTRE, 167 Perry 
Lakes Drive, Floreat, WA 6014.

Presenters: John Blyth, Frank O’Connor, Rod Smith and 
Brice Wells

DATE: Sat - June 11th  Migration, local and 
international, covering resident, 
nomadic and eruptive topics.

 Sun - June 12th  Parrots, Cockatoo’s,   
Night birds, Owls, Frogmouths.

REGISTRATION: 8.45am Class: 9.00am – 12.00pm –
morning tea provided

COST: $12 Dollars per class, to be paid on the day.

Bookings: phone the Birds Australia office on 
9383 7749 during office hours,  

Mon-Fri 9.30am – 12.30pm 
or email: mail@birdswa.com.au. 

State your name, a contact number, email address and 
the date of the sessions you wish to attend.

BAWA BEGINNERS CLASSES

PRESENTED BY 
THE COMMUNITY EDUCATION COMMITTEE

VENUE: WA ECO CENTRE 
167 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat WA 

April 9th and 10th

Presenters: John Blyth, Frank O’Connor, Rod Smith and 
Brice Wells.

DATE: Apr 9th - Part 1

PRESENTATIONS: The Wonder of Birds, The Sound of 
Birds, and The Look of Birds, including talks covering 
all the basic knowledge items of bird identification, field 
guides, binoculars, common terms and jizz. This is a great 
way to start bird watching, learn to identify the birds in 
your garden and revise your own knowledge.

TIME: Registration 8.45 am. Program 9.00am – 12.30 pm

COST: $10 per class. Includes morning tea

DATE: Apr 10th - Part 2

PRESENTATION – Waterbirds and Bushbirds

This seminar in our bird series will assist with the 
identification of waterbird and bushbird species, with 
the main emphasis being on waterbirds. There will be a 
presentation followed by a field walk at Herdsman Lake. 
Binoculars will be available to borrow. Bird watching is a 
wonderful fascinating hobby.

TIME: Registration. 8.45 am. Program 9.00am – 12.30pm

COST: $10 per class. Includes morning tea

BOOKINGS: phone the Birds Australia office on 9383 
7749 during office hours, Mon-Fri 9.30 am – 12.30 pm 

or email: mail@birdswa.com.au. 
State your name, a contact number, email address and 

the date of the sessions you wish to attend.

Expressions of interest are being sought from members who 
would be interested in going on either regular or occasional 
photography walks. The purpose is:

•	 to take advantage of photographic opportunities as 
they arise,

•	 to allow on the spot discussion about the different 
techniques and settings used by each person and

•	 to discuss the pros and cons of each.

Please email Maris Lauva on 
latvian_maris@hotmail.com if you 
are interested. Ideally we would 
look for a variety of locations, 
lighting situations and subjects, 
focussing primarily on bird 
photography.

Rohan Clarke© 
www.wildlifeimages.com.au

BAWA Photography Group

Rangelands Surveys 2011
The dates for this year’s Rangelands Surveys have 
been set as 16 to 31 July.  We have some venues 
under consideration but are waiting for the end of 
the cyclone season to make a final decision.

For an excellent report on the 2010 surveys 
from a participants viewpoint please see Cheryl 
Warburton’s article on page 13 of the last issue 
(December 2010) of WABN.  

For further information, to make a suggestion or 
to add your name to the list, please contact one of 
the following:

Ed & Alyson (9299 6283)
or Pam & George (9457 2292)
or Ruth and John (9348 4098)
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BIRDS AUSTRALIA
CONSERVATION THROUGH KNOWLEDGE

Birds Australia Western Australia hosts 
Birds Australia Annual General Meeting and Conservation Forum

on Saturday 21st May 2011

Where:  The University of Western Australia, Woolnough Lecture Theatre
Time:    AGM 8:30 – 10:30 am:  Conservation Forum 11:00 am – 5:00 pm

PROGRAM

Session 1: Establishment and management of IBAs in 
south west Western Australia

1100-1120 Keynote address Prof Lyn Beazley
1120-1130 Presentation of Serventy Medal 

to Prof David Lindenmayer

1130-1145 Response Prof David 
Lindenmayer

1145-1200 The establishment and purpose 
of IBAs in Australia

Dr Stephen 
Garnett

1200-1210 Questions and discussion
1210-1220 Management of Australian 

Wildlife Conservancy properties
Dr Manda Page

1220-1230 Management of Bush Heritage 
properties

Angela Sanders

1230-1240 Questions and discussion

1240-1330 Lunch in UWA Refectory

Session 2: IBAs and community actions for 
conservation

1330-1400 Film “Steps to 
Recovery”

1400-1410 Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos in 
IBAs

Raana Scott and 
Claire Bartron

1410-1420 Malleefowl in IBAs Blair Parsons
1420-1430 Questions and discussion
1430-1440 Australasian Bittern in IBAs Robyn Pickering
1440-1450 Shorebirds in IBAs Kim Onton
1450-1500 Questions and discussion

1500-1530 Afternoon tea at Woolnough LT

Session 3: IBAs facing multiple threats

1530-1540 Ocean temperatures and 
seabirds in WA

Dr Nic Dunlop

1540-1550 IBAs on off shore islands Dr Andrew 
Burbidge

1550-1600 Questions and discussion
1600-1610 Managing threats in IBAs on 

public lands
Sarah Comer

1610-1620 Summary of proceedings — 
conserving IBAs

Cheryl Gole

1620-1630 Questions and discussion
1630-1640 Concluding remarks Graeme Hamilton

1815 for 
1830

Dinner at Hackett Hall, UWA

The theme for the Conservation Forum is:

Important Bird Areas (IBAs) and 
the Conservation of Birds in 
south west Western Australia

Important Bird Areas (IBAs) are the most 
important areas or habitats for birds. There are 
36 IBAs in the south west of Western Australia. 
Our challenge is to find the way forward 
to conserve these IBAs and help save our 
threatened species.

Chair: Graeme Hamilton

The Keynote address for the Conservation 
Forum will be presented by 

Professor Lyn Beazley,
Professor of the School of Animal Biology at 

UWA, and Chief Scientist of Western Australia.

The Serventy Medal will be presented to
Professor David Lindemayer

Registrations and costs
Members Early Bird Special (Register 
 before 29 April 2011) $40
Member  $50
Non Members $60
Full-time Students (Institution) $40
Dinner (special dinner requirements) $60
Late Registration Fee (registrations 
 received after 16 May 2011) $70

Conveniently located accommodation is 
available but should be booked well in advance.

Details for accommodation and registrations 
are available through the Birds Australia 

website:

http://birdsaustralia.com.au/whats-on/
conservation-forum.html
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What do Banksia attenuata, 
B.menziesii and B.sessilis all have 
in common, besides being in the 
same genus? They all occur on the 
Swan Coastal Plain and Carnaby’s 
Black-Cockatoos (Calyptorhynchus 
latirostris) find them irresistible as 
a food resource but increasingly 
difficult to find. 

High in energy, banksia species 
form more than 50% of the birds’ 
diet. However, remnant bushland 
containing these food resources 
has largely been removed 
from the landscape for urban 
development and establishment 
of exotic crops (for example 
commercial pines). Managing 
anthropocentric values to achieve 
an acceptable balance between 
conservation and socioeconomic 
objectives is often complex and 
challenging for conservation 
agencies and managers. Carnaby’s 
Black-Cockatoo is no exception, as 
over the past 60 years populations 
have declined following the 
loss of feeding habitat in non-
breeding areas. Understanding 
the availability of food resources 
in relation to the cockatoo’s 
population size is critical for 
making informed decisions about 
future urban planning and the 
importance of different habitat 
patches for the species. 

A research program aimed 
at increasing knowledge and 
assisting in the recovery of 
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo 
has been funded as part of the 
conservation initiatives associated 
with the development of the Fiona 
Stanley Hospital. This funding is 
being used by the Department of 
Environment and Conservation 
to determine the abundance and 
density of food resources for 
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo in 
banksia woodlands on the Swan 
Coastal Plain, and to examine 
how threatening processes 

such as fire and dieback disease 
(Phytophthora cinnamomi) influence 
the availability of these resources. 

To understand the diversity and 
composition of each food resource 
being consumed by these birds, 
surveys will be undertaken to 
identify the proportion of time 

each area is being utilised; the 
change in food resource use 
throughout the year; and seed 
maturation rates and phenological 
status (seasonal timing of life 
cycle events, such as budding 
and flowering) of food resources. 
Surveys will identify the number 
of eaten fruits, uneaten fruits, 
pruned green twigs and pruned 
flower spikes on the ground. The 
birds feeding activities will also 
be observed, such as foraging for 
invertebrates, feeding on fruits or 
feeding on flowers (nectar). 

Foraging ecology will be 
investigated to determine the 
actual proportion of available 
food utilised. Data will be 
collected from observations of 
birds in the field and in captivity. 
Observations will record handling 
times, which will include time 
from when the subject first 
handles the food item to the time 
when the food item is dropped, 
whether the fruit was partially or 
completely consumed and time 
spent not feeding. Food resource 
species and food item (nut/
cone/branch) will be identified 
and recorded. Food availability 
(amount of available seed) 
relative to actual usage (foraging 
ecology/handling efficiency) 
will be compared to determine 

the potential food resource at 
a given site. This will be used 
to refine the potential carrying 
capacity estimates of Carnaby’s 
Black-Cockatoo by combining the 
daily average energy requirement 
estimates of each food resource 
based on seed energy yield 
calculations and foraging 
behaviour. 

By examining the proportion of 
time areas are utilised and the 
percentage of food consumed, 
the importance of each site can 
be better understood. These 
data combined with data 
collected from the DEC and 
Birds Australia “Great Cocky 
Count” will hopefully assist 
DEC in determining which areas 
require greater protection to 
assist in conserving Carnaby’s 
Black-Cockatoo. In addition, 
information will be used to 
generate a comprehensive, concise 
and rapid assessment protocol to 
guide surveys of prospective sites 
for conservation land acquisition 
for offsets or when evaluating 
proposed conservation areas for 
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo. 

The outcomes from this 
research will provide a greater 
understanding of the food 
resource availability for Carnaby’s 
Black-Cockatoo on the Swan 
Coastal Plain, identify limitations 
and impact of threats and develop 
a method to rank remnant 
vegetation quality/importance. 
All of which will guide future 
management decisions for the 
sustainability and persistence of 
these iconic birds.  

For more information regarding 
this project please contact Teagan 

Johnston on (08) 9334 0196 
or by email: 

teagan.johnston@dec.wa.gov.au. 

Teagan Johnston

Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos search for five-star dining 
on the Swan Coastal Plain
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The next Australasian Ornithological Conference will be 
held at the Cairns Campus of James Cook University from 
28th – 30th September 2011 with the opening reception and 
registration beginning on the 28th September.

Call for symposia

The conference will comprise 3 days of oral presentations 
with a separate poster session on the afternoon of the 
second day. Where possible the oral presentations each day 
will reflect a theme established by the symposia for that 
day and introduced by a plenary speaker. While symposia 
and contributed papers on any topic are encouraged, in 
keeping with the Far North Queensland location symposia 
aligning with the theme of Ornithology in the Tropics are 
particularly welcomed.

This announcement is a call for people interested in 
organising symposia. Each symposium will comprise ~5 
x 12 min concurrent spoken presentations on a single 
theme. Symposia organisers will propose a specific theme 
and contact and liaise with prospective presenters to 
insure consistency of theme and full subscription to their 
proposed topic.

To register interest in being a symposium organiser, or for 
general enquiries about the conference

email: Brad Congdon
(brad.congdon@jcu.edu.au).

Further conference details are to follow shortly.

Ornithological Society
of New Zealand

Sixth Biennial
AUSTRALASIAN ORNITHOLOGICAL CONFERENCE

CAIRNS, FAR NORTH QUEENSLAND

BIRDS AUSTRALIA WESTERN AUSTRALIA (BAWA) 
IS OFFERING

POSTGRADUATE STUDENT SPONSORSHIP
TO ASSIST ATTENDANCE AT THE AOC IN CAIRNS 

28th – 30th September 2011
Sponsorships of $500 are offered for post graduate students 
who are studying in Western Australia.
These will be allocated on the basis of the merit, quality and 
relevance of submitted abstracts. The cut off date for the 
submission of abstracts is 30th June 2011.
BAWA will notify successful applicants by email or post by 
31st July 2011. A cheque for $500 will then be forwarded 
and acknowledged to these people at the AOC2011.
The conditions of this sponsorship are that applicants:
• are enrolled for a postgraduate degree that is relevant to 

ornithology
•  are studying in Western Australia
•  have registered to attend the AOC2011 for at least one 

day
•  are prepared to present a paper at this conference
•  have not received any other subsidy or grant to attend 

the AOC2011.
FURTHER INFORMATION AND THE REGISTRATION 
FORM ARE FOUND ON THE BIRDS AUSTRALIA 
WEBSITE.
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New members

The Victorian Wader Study Group recently recaptured a 
Ruddy Turnstone that has completed a 27 000 km round trip 
migration for the second time.
This is the first time a wader has been tracked with a geolocator 
on its complete migration in successive years.

The bird had a one gram data logger (geolocator) attached to its 
leg. This device recorded where the bird was each morning and 
evening. In each year the device was attached to the bird in mid 
April on a beach at Flinders, in Victoria.
Ruddy Turnstones weigh 
less than 100 grams but 
migrate huge distances to 
Siberia to breed.

Researchers have used 
these data logging devices 
over the last two years to 
find out the key stopover 
locations which are so 
important for the birds to 
refuel on their long journey.

Members of the study 
group include Dr Clive 
Minton, Ken Gosbell, 
Penny Johns and Prof 
Marcel Klaassen (of Deakin 
University).

According to Clive Minton, 
The data retrieved so far shows that the birds generally start their 
northward migration with an initial nonstop flight of around 7600 
km in six days to Taiwan or adjacent regions.
There they refuel on the tidal flats before moving north to the Yellow 
Sea and northern China. They then make a flight of over 5000 km 
to the breeding grounds in northern Siberia, arriving in the first 
week of June.
One of the interesting findings is that after breeding, the return 
journey shows considerable variation, no two birds following the 

same route. Some return through Asia while an amazing alternate 
route has been demonstrated by these new results.
This is a trans-Pacific route where the bird moves east to the 
Aleutian Islands off southwest Alaska before making the huge 
journey across the Pacific, stopping only once or twice before 
reaching Australia in early December.
The first record of this flight was in 2009 when the bird spent 
nearly two months in the Aleutians before setting off southward 
over the Pacific Ocean and making a nonstop flight of 7800 

km to Kirabati before 
making the 5000 km trip 
back to Victoria. In 2010 
the same bird undertook a 
similar incredible journey, 
this time stopping off in 
the Marshall Islands and 
Vanuatu in the Pacific 
before returning to 
Australia.

Turnstones live up to 
20 years and such a bird 
following this 27 000 
km trans-Pacific route 
would have flown over 
500 000 kilometres in its 
lifetime. It is still unclear 
why individual Ruddy 
Turnstones use such 

widely differing routes for their annual migrations. The study 
highlights the importance of key regions within the flyway.

If you are available and interested in assisting with counts 
of shorebirds in WA, or would like information about the 

Shorebirds 2020 monitoring program, please contact 
Kim Onton: 

kimberlyonton@yahoo.com.au 
or 0428 880 580

or visit the Shorebirds 2020 website: www.shorebirds.org.au

AWSRG Work Shop, September 2011

The Australian Wildlife Sound Recording Group will be 
holding a week long workshop at Wellington Forest Lodge 
and Conference Centre (near Bunbury) from 19th to the 23rd 
September.

Some of Australia’s best sound recordists will be attending. 
There will be presentations covering different aspects of 
recording nature’s sounds, many involving different aspects of 
bird life.

The centre is set in the tranquil Wellington National Park, 
surrounded by Marri and Jarrah forest. A dam and creek that 
runs through the centre has abundant frogs. Tame Australian 
Magpies and kangaroos wander the grassed area.

Wellington Forest Lodge is about half an hour from Bunbury 
and close to other centres such as Collie. There are a number of 
attractions nearby including craft outlets and wineries.

For further information:
David Secomb: secowlet@gotalk.net.au

RUDDY AMAZING! TURNSTONE FLIES 27 000 KM — TWICE!
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Country branches

ALBANY BRANCH

November 2010 outing
Despite the intermittent rain showers, 
20 members of the Albany Bird Group 
gathered at the Denmark Rotunda on 9 
November to see what the day would 
deliver. We had some good sightings of 
various bushbirds, and also waterbirds at 
the Rivermouth Caravan Park. We even 
saw a couple of Black-fronted Dotterels, 
one of them walking across the road! 
All four of the likely cormorant species 
were resting in trees along the river bank 
and it was good to be able to compare 
the sizes and other markings of the two 
pied species. There seemed to be quite a 
number of Red-winged Fairy-wrens with 
the males in their magnificent colours. 
A visit to Ocean Beach revealed more 
waterbirds, and the final count was 65 
species for the day.

Liz and Charlie Davies

14 December 2010 outing, Lake 
Seppings/Emu Point

The excursion began with a walk 
around Lake Seppings where all 
eyes were in search of a rarely 
seen visitor, a Great Crested 
Grebe. Unable to find it, we had 
to content ourselves with good 
views of Hoary-headed and 
Australasian Grebes. Recent 
algal blooms seemed to have 
reduced the number of waterfowl 
on the lake, but there were still 
several dozen Blue-billed Ducks 
in residence. The Red-winged 
Fairy-wren and Red-eared Firetail were 
readily seen and reed-warblers never 
stopped calling. The mudflats at Emu 
Point surprised us with good numbers of 
shorebirds including Bar-tailed Godwit, 
Grey Plover, both species of Sand 
Plover and Red-necked Stint. The knots, 
as usual, had us thumbing through our 
field guides (see photo, page 2). A single 
Sanderling, not usually found here, 
was a highlight. We finished the day 
with our traditional Christmas lunch. 
The excursion leader who shall remain 
nameless will never live down the fact 
that she accidentally left the group’s new 
spotting scope at home.

January Bird ID course
For the past 25 years bird identification 
courses were a regular feature of the 
Albany Summer School, so it was very 
disappointing to find out that this year’s 
program did not include such a course. 
After a few moments of disbelief the 
Albany branch sprang into action and 
organised a 2-day course on behalf 
of Birds Australia. Costs were kept 
low with only a $5 charge for a folder 
containing course material.
The course, run by local members Ray 
Garstone, Wayne Zadow and Anne 
Bondin, managed to attract 17 keen 
bird lovers. On 6 January participants 
enjoyed a walk around Lake Seppings, 
home to a great variety of water and 
bush birds. Michael Morcombe’s new 
digital bird guide proved very handy 
allowing bird calls to be played instantly 

with the man himself on hand to show 
us how to use this nifty tool. The 
excursion to nearby Emu Point proved 
disappointing as high tide left only a 
handful of shorebirds to identify. Things 
were no better at the King River end of 
Oyster Harbour, so the group repaired 
to a nearby bush reserve where an 
Australian Owlet-nightjar kindly posed 
for all to see.

Day 2 was spent at Kamballup Nature 
Reserve north of Albany where Blue-
breasted Fairy-wren, Rufous Whistler, 
Rufous Treecreeper and a Sacred 
Kingfisher’s nest were to be admired. 

A total of 89 species were encountered 
during the course.

18 January outing, Bettys Beach / 
Normans Beach area

It was nice to see that some of the 
people who had attended the recent bird 
course were willing to test their newly 
acquired knowledge. We had barely 
parked our vehicles near Normans 
Beach when we heard the call of a Noisy 
Scrub-bird on the far side of Taylor 
Inlet. Only a small number of waterbirds 
were present including Black Swan 
and Musk Duck. Southern Emu-wrens 
teased us with their calls, but refused 
to show themselves. Carnaby’s Black-
Cockatoos were more obliging and we 
all had good views of the birds in a 
nearby pine tree. At Bettys Beach some 

of the coastal heath was burned 
in a recent bushfire, limiting our 
observations to seabirds such as 
Pacific Gull, Crested Tern and 
Australasian Gannet. A Little 
Eagle overhead appeared to be 
watching us. In an unburnt area 
further west we were delighted 
to find some less secretive emu-
wrens and enjoyed watching 
them darting around. However, 
the bristlebirds we had hoped to 
hear remained silent. Our count 
for the day was 40 species.

Future outings

Excursions will take place on Tuesday, 
12 April, 10 May, 14 June and 12 July. 
More details about destinations, where 
to meet, etc., will be made available on 
BAWA e-news. Excursion leaders will 
be Ray Garstone (PH: 9844 7540, Brad 
Kneebone (PH: 9845 2233) or Anne 
Bondin (PH: 9844 1793). Please don’t 
hesitate to contact us if you need further 
information. Our e-mail address is: 
albanybirds@hotmail.com

Anne Bondin

Great Crested Grebe.
Photo: BAWA Digital Library (Chris Tate)
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ABROLHOS ISLANDS, 1 – 3 November 2010

At 6 pm on 1 November, 14 hardy souls under the expert 
guidance of Sue Abbotts boarded the Flying Fish V to risk life 
and lunch in the raging seas off Geraldton. A delightful dinner 
of freshly caught fish and a night on board helped prepare all 
for the arduous days ahead. A following breeze and slight seas 
helped make the trip over a worthwhile birding experience, 
with Flesh-footed, Wedge-tailed and Hutton’s Shearwater and 
Wilson’s Storm-Petrel seen. Pelsaert Island with thousands of 
breeding Lesser and Common Noddys, and Sooty Terns was a 
good start to the land-based sector. While travelling between 
Pelsaert Island and Wooded Island, six White-faced Storm-
Petrels were seen. However, the highlight was the alighting 
on board of a White-faced Storm-Petrel that evening to fulfil 
the order of our German tourist. Next morning most enjoyed 
the company of thousands of similar birds and one ‘enjoyed’ a 
confrontation with a bull Sea Lion. The brackish lakes on both 
islands were good for a variety of waders. Some snorkelled 
but all enjoyed the show of brilliant coral in the shallow, 
glassy lagoon. The breeze was light and the seas smooth and 
this gave many the opportunity to enjoy the company of the 
crew of this very professional charter boat.

A total of 41 species were seen including seven pelagic 
species, 13 wader species and eight species of tern.

Bruce Haynes

QUAIRADING CAMPOUT, 13 - 14 November 2010

The quandary of Quairading for 21 BAWA bird-questers was 
whether our major quarry would be one of the quails or quail-
thrushes or would we put a quid on a quaint quest that our 
primary quarry would be a bird that quacks?

Owing to the severe drought, the quantity of birds was down, 
but “quality birds” seen at our stops in Boolanelling, Pikaring, 
Lake Mears, Toapin Weir, Charles Gardner and Kokerbin 
Nature Reserves included the Southern Scrub-robin, a close 
look at a Malleefowl, and “good sightings” of Elegant Parrot, 
Yellow-rumped, Inland and Chestnut-rumped Thornbill, 
White-winged Fairy-wren and Western Yellow and Red-
capped Robin. There was a quiet query about the identity of 
several young birds and a cuckoo, but there were no major 
quibbles or quarrels before we quit with a species count of 70. 
The “plonk” was won by David Ballard on a “count-back” 
over Alyson Paull. Many thanks are due to Clive and Wendy 
Napier for organising a delightful excursion.

David T Bell

BIBRA LAKE, 14 November 2010

Despite the almost record low rainfall, Bibra Lake was 
surprisingly covered with water. However, judging by the ease 
with which the Black-winged Stilts were wading in the middle 
of the lake, it was obvious the water was less than 15 cm deep 
in most places.

By the time the 11 birders had walked the south western part 
we had seen a Brown Goshawk, a pair of Whistling Kites, 
a Swamp Harrier, a number of Glossy Ibis, 20 Sharp-tailed 
Sandpipers, a beautiful male Splendid Fairy-wren and a 
Sacred Kingfisher together with the usual suspects including 
hundreds of Grey Teal and some Pink-eared Ducks.

Walking around the lake we saw a total of 64 birds. Some 
of the other highlights were at least three magnificent Red-
capped Parrots, a singing male Rufous Whistler, a single 
Inland Thornbill (near the eastern side bird hide walk), a 
family group of Dusky Moorhens, at least three Buff-banded 
Rails and a Spotless Crake, the latter three species being seen 
from the north west corner of the lake.

There were some absentees. There was not a single grebe from 
either of the three species, nor Blue-billed Duck, no doubt all 
due to the low water levels. Laughing Kookaburras were also 
absent.

Bibra Lake was again confirmed to be an outstanding water 
and bushbird habitat in metropolitan Perth.

Wynton Maddeford

ALAN ANDERSON PARK, DARLING RANGE, 
WALLISTON, 18 November 2010

We now have had excursions at Walliston each year for six 
years. This small 34 hectare reserve owned by the Lands 
Department has always been consistent for the regular species, 
Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo, Red-capped Parrot and Western 
Yellow Robin. A plus was a Western Rosella for the day to 
make up 21 species for the morning. With a day of 37 degrees 
we started at 0800 and completed the walk in less than two 
hours with no hassle. With nine members no one was in 
a hurry to leave morning tea, so we continued to watch a 
Western Yellow Robin near the car park and talk about birds.

Michael J Hancock

BEERMULLAH LAKE, GINGIN, 21 November 2010

On 21 November 2010, 15 adult and one junior member 
travelled to Beermullah Lake for the excursion.

The lake is on private property, and covers some 250 acres. 
Despite the poor rainfall for the South West corner in 2010, 
the lake did have a plentiful supply of water to a good depth.

A total of 58 species were sighted for the day, two of which 
had not been recorded before. From the seven surveys that 
BAWA has carried out over the years, Beermullah now has a 
list of 87 species. This hopefully will increase into the future 
as the owners, Sally Calder and Philip Barrett-Lennard, have 
fenced off the lake to stock, and wish to revegetate around the 
shoreline.
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Over 1000 Eurasian Coots, 724 
Black Swans, and 330 Australian 
Shelduck were on the lake. Breeding 
was observed for Grey Teal, Sacred 
Kingfisher and Varied Sittella.

My thanks to Sally and Philip for their 
invitation to survey the property, and 
all members who attended.

Max Howard

THOMSON’S LAKE, 28 
November 2010

Fifteen people surveyed Thomson’s 
Lake on a hot still day. The lake was 
dry though a few Red-capped Plovers 
still persisted on the lake bed. A 
total of 33 birds were seen with the 
highlights being great views of White-
fronted Chats, a Sacred Kingfisher and Rainbow Bee-eaters.

Robyn Pickering

LAKE COOGEE, 2 January 2011

It was with some trepidation that we drove to Lake Coogee on 
Sunday morning the 2nd of January. We had no idea how many 
people would come as it was forecast to be 40 degrees and it 
was so close to New Year.

We knew we had one birder as Bill McRoberts had travelled 
down from York the day before so he could come on the walk 
with us. We were pleased to see several cars already there 
when we arrived. In total there were 13 of us participating. A 
7:30 am start was ideal and in fact several birders commented 
it would even make sense to commence the walk at 7:00 for 
the particularly hot months as we don’t have daylight saving 
anymore. The birding was reasonable as we had a variety of 
waterbirds as well as five raptors. One of the highlights for us 
was the excellent views we had of a Sacred Kingfisher. This 
species used to be common every summer but since the Water 
Authority extended their sewerage treatment plant next to 
the lake it has been seldom seen. We had hoped for sightings 
of the Buff-banded Rail or the Spotless Crake but it was not 
to be. The group was surprised by the fact we had seen 50 
species of birds by 10:00 when we returned. Thank you to all 
who braved the elements to join us that morning.

Jan and Dave Crossley

WATERFORD FORESHORE, SALTER POINT, 
8 January 2011

A strong easterly wind assisted the hunting Eastern Osprey 
as we began the walk. We walked east along the river finding 

the usual waterbirds and bushbirds, 
including Sacred Kingfisher, two 
Australian Hobbies, Rufous Whistler, 
Spotted Pardalote and many Striated 
Pardalotes. Some of the 18 people 
present saw a Mistletoebird. From the 
jetty we saw three Eastern Ospreys, 
one of which had caught a fish, many 
Musk Ducks and Great Cormorants 
and Australasian Darters. Pied 
Oystercatchers were on a beach on 
the other side of the river.

After morning tea we went up to 
Salter Point and The Lagoon and 
added Common Greenshank and 
a glimpse of a Little Grassbird. A 
total of 53 species were seen for the 
morning.

Sue Abbotts

ROTTNEST ISLAND SHOREBIRD SURVEY, 
January 2011

Twenty volunteers arrived on the island on the days preceding 
the 16th. The leaders had all the necessary house-keeping 
sorted for us, as well as a vast amount of preparatory work for 
the survey.

The house that accommodates us had undergone some 
‘improvements’ since my last visit. Most noticeable were the 
mattresses, which were clean and comfortable. The shower 
had a new water-saving head, but in order to have enough 
pressure for the gas heater, the bath-tap had to be run at the 
same time. The kitchen’s acoustics are as ever and little can be 
heard when several voices are active at one time — without lip 
reading. The bed-rooms remain as ever too — in the hush of 
night, sleep noises reverberate with great volume and clarity.

To the Shorebirds! One lovely experience was to see a very 
large ‘cloud’ of Banded Stilts in the air, flying this way 
and that, but keeping in a formation either round or oval, 
all knowing exactly the time to change direction. It was as 
beautiful as a fireworks display. A Red-necked Phalarope, in 
amongst the raft of Banded Stilts, was a thrill for many of us. 
A pair of Pacific Golden Plovers on the airstrip was a cause for 
excitement, as was a Whimbrel, visible at times from just in 
front of the house.

On the 16th, all lakes, beaches, the golf course and the airfield 
were surveyed, the results of which are detailed in Sue 
Mather’s article (see page 15).

As we were sitting in the dappled shade of the tree for the 
final tally, a Sacred Kingfisher and Golden Whistlers joined us 
above our heads, causing no little distraction but great delight.

Thank you to Sue Mather, Lorraine Marshall, John Laurie and 
of course Rob Mather whose baggage and people handling 
skills are so appreciated.

Stella Stewart-Wynne

White-fronted Chat.
Photo: BAWA Digital Library 

(Courtney Wheatley)
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Western Australia
Inering Hills, Midwest region near 
Carnamah 300 kms north of Perth

Purpose built studio for birdwatchers 
with separate bedroom. Sleeps 
2. Mulga Parrots a surety, Inland 
Dotterels sometimes, Stubble Quail 
in high summer, Major Mitchell’s Cockatoos in winter.
$275 3 nights. Weekdays mainly.

Charnigup Farm, central to top birding spots in
Albany region

Resident birds include Red-winged Fairy-wrens, Scarlet, 
White and Yellow Robins, Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos.
The guest wing sleeps 4, from $100.00 single per night. 
Self-cater or B & B. Hosts are B.A. and Albany Branch 
members. Happy to share local knowledge.
www.charnigup. com.au

Trewent Farm stay. Half way between Pemberton
& Manjimup. 320 kms south of Perth

Woodland setting for old farmhouse and adjacent 
cottage. Sleeps up to 8 (2 in cottage). Forest birds of the 
south west encouraged by owners.
From $360 4 people for 2 nights. Extras @ $20 p.n.

Europe

Scotland. Isle of Mull. Inner 
Hebrides

Secluded sprawling family 
holiday house on edge of loch. 
Sleeps 4 or more. Colonies 
of puffins & guillemots on 
adjoining islands. Wheeling 
Osprey often seen over and 
around the cottage.
One week from $800-$980AUD.

France. Village of Bessines-sur-Gartempe, Limousin,
3 hours’ drive south from Paris

Terrace house in sizeable village with hospital, 2-3 
cafes. Hedgerows and nearby lake. Sleeps 5. European 
hedgerow birdlife, nearby Parc Naturel, some waders 
on lakeshore.
One week from $500-$650AUD.

More details: Peter & Pauline Wittwer, B.A members.
Contact: Pauline.Wittwer@bigpond.com

Ph (08) 9951 1225

LAKE MONGER, 13 January

This mid-week walk attracted 13 participants, including a 
first time attendee. Lake Monger is perfect for the beginning 
birder and also provides a degree of difficulty for the more 
experienced.

There were good omens from the start with both Nankeen 
Night-Heron and Yellow-billed Spoonbill in the top of a tree.

As we circumnavigated the lake we saw eight species of 
duck, all three grebe species, three cormorant species and an 
Australasian Darter. An Australian Hobby made a number of 
low passes near the lake, making it difficult to see. The best 
sightings for the morning were a Spotless Crake at the western 
end of the lake and three parties of Variegated Fairy-wrens on 
the northern side.

In all 50 species were seen on a fun morning’s birding.

Sue Abbotts

KOGOLUP LAKE, 16 January

Seventeen members visited Kogolup Lake on a warm, clear 
morning for the first day excursion at this wetland since 1992. 
A total of 56 bird species were seen with the highlights being 
Spotless and Baillon’s Crakes, Marsh Sandpiper, Glossy Ibis 
and a pair of Buff-banded Rail with fluffy black chicks. Only 
four raptors were seen: Swamp Harrier, Little Eagle, Whistling 
Kite and Brown Goshawk.

Half of the group went on to Yangebup Lake where Pectoral 
Sandpipers had been seen by John Graff prior to the walk. 
Three Pectoral Sandpipers were seen with Sharp-tailed 
Sandpiper and Common Sandpiper. In total, another 16 birds 
were recorded at the eastern end of Yangebup Lake, bringing 
the total to 72 species.

Robyn Pickering

ACROSS
4. bottle; 6. exotic; 7. apt; 9. go; 11. low; 13. alba; 14. moult; 
15. one; 16. web; 17. friend; 18. team; 21. scavenger; 26. 
mound; 28. rots; 29. Brolga; 30. Galah; 33. roseate; 34. 
swamp.

DOWN
1. yellow; 2. cobweb; 3. tidal flat; 5. two; 8. pitta; 9. gape; 
10. dust; 12. one; 14. mud; 19. map; 20. primaries; 21. 
sittella; 22. eagle; 23. grey; 24. forages; 25. mullet; 27. 
drab; 31. hop; 32. cry

Crossword answers No. 6

Excursion reports, ctd
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What to say? Having been the wardens 
for only ten days we aren’t especially 
well placed to comment on the past few 
months at the BBO, but we’ll give it a 
go…

Over the Christmas break, the BBO was 
in the capable hands of caretaker Alan Comeford. The wet 
season kept the road closed to visitors, allowing Alan to 
chip away at a long list of much needed maintenance and 
sorting. Then we arrived and over our first week managed to 
compile six pages of ‘Things To Do’ — hopefully this doesn’t 
scare him off as his expertise is invaluable!

The January rainfall this year was very high — 370 mm or 
about half the average annual fall. This is encouraging given 
that the lakes inland from the observatory have, in recent 
years, been almost dry. We experienced some of this rain first 
hand — we’d been here less than a week when a cyclone 
blue alert was announced — a good way to learn the ropes. 
It bucketed down, with plenty of thunder and lightning 
in accompaniment. We’d just retired for the night when 
car headlights appeared on the driveway. Who on earth 
could this be? Huddled under a fairly useless umbrella we 
ventured out and found a duo of drenched Dutch research 
students wandering around — Mo and Joop, who we’d 
been expecting, but not exactly then. Having been advised 
to ‘keep going’ (due to said cyclone warning), they’d driven 
1000 km from Tom Price Point and braved the monstrous 
puddles of our closed road in the dark.

Mo and Joop are here to study the foraging behaviour 
of flagged Red Knots feeding up for migration. They will 
therefore be spending many hours out in the sun on the 
mudflats. They certainly lack nothing in spirit and courage. 
(And it’s very handy having a pair of tall strong lads around!)

In two weeks, the BBO will be bustling with AWSG volunteers 
from all over the country, and indeed from other countries in 
the Flyway such as Taiwan, China and Japan. The expedition 
will spend roughly equal amounts of time being based at 
the BBO and down at 80 Mile Beach.

Soon after that flurry of activity, the Wave the Waders 
Goodbye courses begin, and there are still some vacancies, 
so book ASAP. 

The most notable sighting this year is of a post-cyclonic 
swiftlet of some sort which, despite flying only a few metres 
over all of our heads, nobody was able to photograph. 
Seven Lesser Frigatebirds over the bay filled us with awe, 
and a Little Button-quail in, of all places, the generator shed 
was an unexpected delight. Unfortunately the stretch of 
road beyond the BBO, which is closed, happens to contain 
some of the best spots for observing waders at high tide. 
Alternative access points can get us close and we have to 
‘leg’ it the rest of the way.

If there’s that much to say in so short a time we’ll soon be in 
need of a very good editor.

2011 COURSES

Wave the Waders Goodbye 30th March – 4th April and 
14th – 19th April

Birds of Broome Region 25th – 30th September and 10th 
– 15th October 

In anticipation of a full and fabulous year at the Broome Bird 
Observatory!

Glen Ewers and Sarah Katz (Wardens)

Observatory reports

BROOME BIRD OBSERVATORY

Malleefowl Believers
Author: Frank Rijavec

Our BAWA Bookshop at Peregrine House has just received copies 
of this beautiful book, based on the series, Gnow or Never, recently 

screened on ABC TV.

Only $25.00 each

Phone: (08) 9383 7749 or email: mail@birdswa.com.au
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Coming events

Important note re campouts
Members anticipating attending campouts must notify the BAWA Office (9383 7749) of the number in their party and when they will 

arrive. If you are unsure, put your name down as you can always cancel.
An emergency contact number should also be provided in case of accident.

New members
Please let the leaders know that you are a new member and don’t hesitate to ask for assistance with bird sightings.

Saturday 5 March to Monday 7 March: 
Wilgarup Lake, Manjimup 
Long weekend campout

The lake and surrounding bushland 
is on a property owned by Eric and 
Yvonne Phillips, about 15 km north of 
Manjimup, and has been developed into 
a wildlife sanctuary. It is approximately 
265 km from Perth.
This lake was the last known location of 
the Lewin’s Rail, which is now thought 
to be extinct in WA. On previous 
campouts, Baillon’s Crake and up to ten 
raptor species have been seen here. Red-
winged Fairy-wrens are seen close to the 
campsite.
Travel via Bridgetown south towards 
Manjimup. Watch for the ‘15 km to 
Manjimup’ signpost, proceed 200 m 
beyond and turn right into Wilgarup 
Road. BAWA signs will direct you to the 
campsite.
Campers will need to be self sufficient 
including water and can arrive as early 
as Friday afternoon.
Members and guests only.

Leader: Peter Taylor

Sunday 6 March: Yangebup Lake, 
Cockburn 
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in Parkes Street. Turn 
into Osprey Drive from North Lake 
Road and immediately turn into Parkes 
Street. Parkes Street now only runs for 
about 200 m before being shut off. Park 
in this area and walk to the barrier across 
the road. There should be a good variety 
of waterbirds and bushbirds. Bring your 
scope if you have one.
For members and guests only.

Leader: Robyn Pickering

Sunday 13 March: Alfred Cove, 
Melville 
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park in Troy 
Park next to the Oval, off Burke Drive, 
Attadale. There should be plenty of 
migratory waders and waterbirds round 
the river, and there are always bushbirds 
in the park. Buff-banded Rails have been 
seen here.

For members and guests only.
Leader: John Graff

Friday 18 March: Pelican Point, Crawley 
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the entrance to the 
sanctuary. This is to the west of the 
Mount’s Bay Sailing Club, at the end 
of Australia II Drive, off Hackett Drive, 
Crawley. We will walk through the 
sanctuary, along the river and adjacent 
bushland. We will look for waterbirds 
and bushbirds.
For member and the general public.

Leader: Charles Merriam

Saturday 19 March: Penguin Island, 
Rockingham 
Full day excursion
Meet at Mersey Point Jetty, off Arcadia 
Drive, Shoalwater at 9:30 am for Penguin 
Island. The ferries travel hourly between 
9:00 am and 4:00 pm and cost $12 return.
The group will walk to the various 
places of interest on the island and, 
if they wish, can attend the penguin 
feeding in the DEC facility housing 
injured or orphaned penguins. Bridled 
Terns, Little Penguins and Buff-banded 
Rails are often seen here and it is a haven 
for nesting sea birds.
There is a nice picnic area on the island 
but no shop so please bring all food and 
drink requirements. Also there are nice 
beaches and it is a good swimming area.
For members and guests only.

Leader: Gavin White

Sunday 27 March: Herdsman Lake, 
Stirling 
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park of the 
Perth Pony Club. To reach the car park, 
drive along Jon Sanders Drive from 
Perth and turn left just before you reach 
Selby Street. This is one of the waterbird 
refuges that never dry up. Bring your 
telescope if you have one.
For members and the general public.

Leader: Claire Gerrish

Monday 28 March: Bold Park Eco 
Centre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat 
Meeting, 7:30 pm
Maris Lauva, a member, will give an 
illustrated talk entitled “Lake Eyre and 
the sodden heart of South Australia”.

Saturday 2 April: Woodman Point, 
Jaeger watch, Cockburn 
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park at 
Woodman Point on Jervoise Bay. Turn 
right off Cockburn Road, into O’Kane 
Court, then left into Jervoise Bay Cove, 
and almost immediately right into 
Woodman Point Road. Drive to the end 
of the road and take the last left to the 
car park.
This excursion has been timed to 
coincide with the northward jaeger 
migration. We will look for the three 
species of jaegers and other birds 
at the spit, or near to it. As the best 
observations of jaegers are made during 
passage of a front, please wear raincoats 
and, possibly, rain pants to minimise 
discomfort if these conditions are 
forecast. Bring your telescopes.
For members and guests only.

Leaders: John Darnell and Sue Abbotts

Saturday 9 April: Wearne Road, North 
Bannister 
Full-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am on the corner of Wearne 
Road and Albany Highway. Wearne 
Road is on the left about 37 km south 
of the corner of Jarrahdale Road and 
Albany Highway and just after the sign 
“North Bannister 2 km”.
We will explore the Wandoo woodlands 
looking for robins, babblers and other 
bushbirds.
For members and guests only.

Leader: Robyn Pickering

Thursday 14 April: Ascot Waters, Ascot 
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park at the 
end of Tidewater Way. To reach the area 
from Great Eastern Highway, turn into 
Stoneham Street, then into Resolution 
Drive and left into Tidewater Way. 
Continue through two roundabouts, 
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over the bridge and up to the car park at 
the top of the rise. This is getting better 
as the thousands of shrubs and trees that 
have been planted start to mature and 
blossom. A wide variety of habitats can 
provide shelter for many birds and it is 
well worth a visit to this promising site.
For members and the general public. 

Leader: Sue Abbotts

Sunday 17 April: Ray Marshall Park, 
Viveash 
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park of Ray 
Marshall Park. Go to the end of First 
Avenue, off Great Eastern Highway, just 
east of Governor Stirling Senior High 
School. We will take a morning walk 
along the John George Trail that runs 
beside the Swan River. On the return 
walk, we will divert to a swampy area 
250 m off the track and this will usually 
add up to six extra species to the list.
The walk includes big river red gums, 
waterbirds along the river and the walk 
to the swamp mentioned above.
For members and the general public.

Leader: Max Howard

Monday 18 April: Bold Park Eco Centre, 
Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat 
Meeting, 7:30 pm
David Secomb will give a talk entitled 
“Where do you get the money and the 
mysteries of bird calls”.
NB: This talk is a week earlier than 
usual, as 24 April is Easter Day, 25 April 
is ANZAC Day and 26 April is a public 
holiday.

Friday 22 to Tuesday 26 April: Easter/
Anzac Day Campout, Esperance
This is the best time of the year to visit 
the Esperance region, as temperatures 
are cooling down and rain has not yet 
arrived. Birds to be seen may include 
Black-faced Cormorant, Cape Barren 
Goose, Hooded Plover, Banded Stilt, 
Southern Emu-wren, Rufous Fieldwren, 
Shy Heathwren and Rock Parrot.
Esperance is 721 km from Perth and 
situated near the Archipelago of the 
Recherche which contains more than 
100 islands. The area is known for its 
pristine, white, sandy beaches and 
nearby national parks.
We will be based at the Esperance 
Seafront Caravan Park, Goldfields 
Road, where 15 powered sites have 
been booked and it also has a few 
cabins available. Please phone them on 
9071 1251 and say you are with Birds 
Australia to book your camp site. Book 
early as Easter is very popular with 
people from the Goldfields area.
We will meet on Friday night at the 

caravan park. Planned activities include 
a trip out to Woody Island for those 
who want to go and to Cape Le Grande 
National Park as well as local lakes. 
An extension of the weekend is being 
considered to Cape Arid National Park.
Please register at the BAWA office 
on 9383 7749 and include your email 
address and mobile phone number so 
that further information can be sent to 
you closer to the date.
Members and guests only.

Leaders: Sue Abbotts and Darryl James

Saturday 23 April: Lake Joondalup, 
Joondalup 
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at Neil Hawkins Park, in 
the car park at the end of Boas Avenue. 
The highest number of species for any 
BAWA half day excursion has been 
recorded at Joondalup Lake with 75 
species of birds seen in one morning. 
Over 130 species have been recorded 
at this reserve. There are always lots of 
waterbirds and bushbirds to be seen 
around this large lake. Bring your 
telescope if you have one.
For members and guests only.

Leader: Clive Nealon

Sunday 1 May: Collins Road, 
Brookton Highway 
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am on Collins Road. Park 
on the left hand side of Collins Road 
about 1 km from Brookton Highway. 
The Collins Road turnoff is about 50 km 
from the junction of Brookton Highway 
and Canning Road, on the right hand 
side coming from Perth. If you reach 
the turnoff to Beverley you have gone 
too far! We will walk through this area 
of Wandoo woodland where 61 species 
have been recorded, including Blue-
breasted Fairy-wren and Crested Shrike-
tit.
For members and guest only.

Leader: John Graff

Saturday 7 May: Bull Creek Wetlands 
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at Spinaway Crescent. 
Travel along Leach Highway and turn 
north into Pulo Road then turn right into 
Spinaway Crescent.
This walk follows Bull Creek from 
the mouth where it runs into Canning 
River and we should get all the usual 
waterbirds there, including crakes, 
Buff-banded Rail, Purple Swamphen, 
Musk Duck and Nankeen Night-
Heron. We will then cross over Leach 
Highway to walk around Richard 
Lewis Park and Reg Bourke Reserve. 
The creek has flooded gums, Jarrah, 

Marri, Paperbark and Casuarinas along 
its banks. The Splendid Fairy-wren, 
Western Wattlebird, White-faced Heron, 
Red-capped Parrot and Yellow-rumped 
Thornbill have been recorded here.
Bring water, sun screen and morning tea.
For members and guests only.

Leader: Sue Keogh

Thursday 12 May: Victoria Reservoir, 
Canning Mills 
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park beside 
the information board at the entrance to 
the dam. From Perth, travel east along 
Welshpool Road to the T-junction at 
Canning Road, turn right and travel 
for about 400 m to Masonmill Road. 
Continue along this road for about 600 
m, following the signs to the dam past 
the rose nursery, to the entrance to the 
car park. We will follow several walking 
tracks in this area.
For members and the general public.

Leaders: Ted and Maureen Cawley

Sunday 15 May: Bickley Brook, 
Orange Grove 
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am in the Hardinge Park 
public car park, Hardinge Road. There is 
a limited number of bays. Red-browed 
Finch, Red-eared Firetail, Southern 
Emu-wren and a reasonable range of 
other bushbirds have been recorded on 
previous excursions to the area.
Participants may wish to take advantage 
of the free gas barbecues that are 
provided (from 8:00 am to sunset) at the 
conclusion of the walk.
For members and guests only.

Leaders: John and Ruth Luyer

Sunday 22 May: Tom Bateman Reserve, 
Thornlie 
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am beside the playground/
sporting complex at the corner of 
Nicholson and Wilfred Roads (car park 
entry is off Wilfred Road).
We will look at a series of wetlands 
constructed to remove nutrients from 
water draining into the Canning River. 
We will also look at small bushland areas 
if they are accessible. Rubber boots may 
be a good idea, and insect repellent.
Bring morning tea to have while we do a 
combined bird list.
For members and the general public.

Leaders: George and Pam Agar 

Coming events, ctd



Western Australian Bird Notes 39 Vol 137 March 2011



Vol 137 March 2011 40 Western Australian Bird Notes

Coming events, ctd

Monday 24 May: Bold Park Eco Centre, 
Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat 
Meeting, 7:30 pm
Aaron Gove will give a talk entitled 
“Birds of Ethiopia and its ecology”.

Saturday 28 May: Ellis Brook, Gosnells 
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8.00 am at the corner of Gosnells 
Road and Bygum Lane, Martin. We will 
walk up the steep path to the top of the 
falls which provides great views of the 
Swan Coastal Plain. It is a popular area 
where a variety of bushbirds can be seen, 
some of them not often seen near Perth, 
such as Red-eared Firetail, Red-browed 
Finch and Red-capped and Scarlet 
Robin.
For members and guests only.

Leader: Steve Burns

Saturday 4 June to Monday 6 June: 
Foundation Day Campout, Lake 
Towerrinning
Lake Towerrinning is 240 km south of 
Perth via Albany Highway. Turn south-
west at Arthur River onto the Boyup 
Brook–Arthur Road and travel 32 km, 
then north onto Darkan Road South for 
1.5 km.
Lake Towerrinning is a large and 
beautiful semi-freshwater lake with 
clean, sandy beaches. The area is 
interesting ecologically as it lies at 
the meeting of the Jarrah and inland 
Wandoo and Whitegum woodland 
types. It is an Important Bird Area (IBA) 
for Blue-billed Duck.
The camping area is on the shores of 
the lake and has both powered and 
unpowered sites, hot showers, wood 
BBQs and a small shop. It is suitable for 
caravans.
Please contact the campground hosts 
to book on 08 9863 1040 or by email on 
lakeside@ lakesidecamping.com.au . 
Also please call the BA office on 9383 
7749 to put your name on the list.
For members and guests only.

Leaders: David Secomb and Maris Lauva

Saturday 4 to Monday 6 June: 
Foundation Day Campout, Mount 
Gibson Wildlife Sanctuary
This campout is in collaboration with 
the Australian Wildlife Conservancy 
(AWC) who have owned and managed 
Mt Gibson Station as a wildlife sanctuary 
since 2001. AWC have been controlling 
feral animals on the station and 
monitoring the effect on wildlife.

The turnoff to Mt Gibson Wildlife 
Sanctuary is 74 km north-east of Wubin 
along the Great Northern Highway 
heading for Paynes Find. The homestead 
is 27 km from the main road. Two-
wheel-drive vehicles are able to get into 
the sanctuary, but four-wheel-drives 
will be needed when moving around. 
Fill your fuel tank at Wubin. Bring warm 
clothes and sleeping gear as it gets cold 
inland at this time of year.
Accommodation: AWC has agreed to 
waive all camping fees. There is a visitor 
centre which has five single dongas 
with two showers/toilets and cooking 
facilities. Nearby there is a shearing shed 
with use of the visitor centre facilities. 
We will camp in this area but there will 
be no power for the campers.
We plan to carry out surveys in different 
vegetation types around the station. 
The birdwatching is good for dry land 
species such as Southern Scrub-robin, 
Chestnut and Chestnut-breasted Quail-
thrush, Mulga and Bourke’s Parrot, 
honeyeaters, Redthroat and Malleefowl.
Numbers will be limited so please 
call the BA office on 9383 7749 to put 
your name on the list. Bookings for the 
dongas will also be taken at the BAWA 
office.
For members and guests only.

Leaders: John and Ruth Luyer

Sunday 5 June: Gleneagles Rest Area 
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:45 am at the Gleneagles 
Rest Area approximately 25 km down 
Albany Highway from Armadale. We 
will look for Western Yellow Robin, 
Red-winged Fairy-wren, Western 
Spinebill and Western Wattlebird. After 
morning tea, we will look on the other 
side of the highway for Scarlet Robin, 
Western Thornbill and possibly Rufous 
Treecreeper.
For members and the general public.

Leader: Frank O’Connor

Sunday 12 June: Wireless Hill/
Booragoon Lake
Meet at 8:00 am at the first car park 
on the right hand side of Telefunken 
Drive. From Risely Street turn west 
into Almondbury Road and go straight 
through the roundabout onto Telefunken 
Rd and into Wireless Hill Park. Sixty 
species of birds have been seen here. 
We will then continue a short drive to 
Booragoon Lake to look for waterbirds 
and raptors. 
For members and guests only. 

Leader: Alan Galbraith

Thursday 16 June: Tomato Lake, 
Kewdale 
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8.00 am near the small tearooms 
at Tomato Lake off Oats Street, Kewdale. 
Travelling south along Orrong Road 
turn left into Oats Street and about 800 
m on the right there is a drive-way into 
the parking area. Bring morning tea.
For members and the general public.

Leader: Maris Lauva

Saturday 18 June: Len Howard 
Conservation Park, Mandurah 
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the car park at the 
end of Murray Quay Drive. From the 
Mandurah Bypass turn into Sticks 
Boulevard (left when travelling from 
Perth) and then turn right into Murray 
Quay Drive. After morning tea we 
will move to Erskine Lakes to look for 
additional species.
Bring your scope if you have one.
For members and guests only.

Leader: Robyn Pickering

Saturday 25 June: Flynn Road, 
Mundaring 
Half/Full-day excursion
Meet at 9:00 am at the corner of Flynn 
Road and Great Eastern Highway, about 
10 km past Sawyers Valley or 1 km on 
the Perth side of The Lakes (the York 
turnoff). We will look at several areas of 
Wandoo woodland, where three species 
of robin are often seen, and sometimes 
Crested Shrike-tit. Wear wellingtons or 
other boots as we shall cross water. Bring 
morning tea that you can carry. Bring 
lunch if you would like to continue with 
us at a further area nearby.
For members and guests only.

Leader: Charles Merriam

Monday 27 June: Bold Park Eco Centre, 
Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat 
Meeting, 7:30 pm
Nic Dunlop, will give a talk entitled 
“The role of foraging ecology in 
contrasting responses to a changing 
ocean climate in two dark terns”.

Saturday 16 to Sunday 31 July: 
Rangelands Surveys
See details under Notices.

Monday 25 July: Bold Park Eco Centre, 
Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat 
Meeting, 7:30 pm
Allan Burbidge will give a talk entitled 
“Translocations of birds from Barrow 
Island to the Montebello Islands”.
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We are running an alternative cruise in the 
Kimberleys this year with the opportunity to 
visit some new places.  Instead of the normal 
14 day trip we have added an extra day for 
that favourite spot or an extra attraction.

There will be two trips of 15 days available:

Broome to Wyndham
5th – 19th May 2011 or

Wyndham to Broome
22nd May – 5th June 2011.

Price is:
$6,600 per person for Cabins and

$6,300 per person for single Bunks.

For the bird watchers there will be plenty 
of opportunities to view or photograph 
many not so easy to find species. For general 
viewing there is an abundance of wildlife and 
spectacular scenery with the opportunity to 
catch a fish along the way for the dinner table.

SPECIAL ... KIMBERLEY 
CRUISE FOR 2011 ONLY

For a 
copy of our itineraries or 

further information please contact:
 George or Jackie on 0418924504

or by email: 
flyingfishcharters1@iinet.net.au.
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If so, please complete the section below and send the appropriate fee to the 
national office with your membership application.

Title                    First name

Last name

Address

                                                           Postcode

Phone (h)                                                (w)

Email

WABN subscription rates per annum
(please cross out whichever is inapplicable)

 WA and Interstate Members $15.00
 Overseas Members $25.00

Note: WABN subscription is only available with a Birds Australia 
membership. For membership rates, contact Birds Australia.

Payment details
I enclose a cheque/money order payable to ‘Birds Australia’
OR

Debit my   Mastercard  o                         Visa o

___ ___ ___ ___    ___ ___ ___ ___    ___ ___ ___ ___     ___ ___ ___ ___

......../.........                        ....................................................................
Expiry date                               Cardholder’s name (please print)

.......................................................................
Signature of Cardholder

Post to: Birds Australia Membership
 60 Leicester St, Carlton VIC 3053
12/2010
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Sat 5 Mar to Mon 7 Mar: Wilgarup Lake, Manjimup — Long 
weekend campout

Sun 6 Mar: Yangebup Lake, Cockburn — Half-day excursion
Sun 13 Mar: Alfred Cove, Melville —Half-day excursion
Fri 18 Mar: Pelican Point, Crawley —Half-day excursion
Sat 19 Mar: Penguin Island, Rockingham —Full day excursion
Sun 27 Mar: Herdsman Lake, Stirling —Half-day excursion
Mon 28 Mar: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat —

Meeting, 7:30 pm
Sat 2 Apr: Woodman Point, Jaeger watch, Cockburn —Half-day 

excursion
Sat 9 Apr: Wearne Road, North Bannister —Full-day excursion
Thu 14 Apr: Ascot Waters, Ascot —Half-day excursion
Sun 17 Apr: Ray Marshall Park, Viveash —Half-day excursion
Mon 18 Apr: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat —

Meeting, 7:30 pm
Fri 22 to Tue 26 Apr: Easter/Anzac Day Campout, Esperance
Sat 23 Apr, Lake Joondalup, Joondalup —Half-day excursion
Sun 1 May: Collins Road, Brookton Highway —Half-day excursion
Sat 7 May: Bull Creek Wetlands —Half-day excursion
Thu 12 May: Victoria Reservoir, Canning Mills —Half-day excursion
Sun 15 May: Bickley Brook, Orange Grove —Half-day excursion
Sun 22 May: Tom Bateman Reserve, Thornlie —Half-day excursion
Mon 24 May: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat —

Meeting, 7:30 pm
Sat 28 May: Ellis Brook, Gosnells —Half-day excursion
Sat 4 Jun to Mon 6 Jun: Foundation Day Campout, Lake 

Towerrinning
Sat 4 to Mon 6 Jun: Foundation Day Campout, Mount Gibson 

Wildlife Sanctuary
Sun 5 Jun: Gleneagles Rest Area —Half-day excursion
Sun 12 Jun: Wireless Hill/Booragoon Lake
Thu 16 Jun: Tomato Lake, Kewdale —Half-day excursion
Sat 18 Jun: Len Howard Conservation Park, Mandurah —Half-day 

excursion
Sat 25 Jun: Flynn Road, Mundaring —Half/Full-day excursion
Mon 27 Jun: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat —

Meeting, 7:30 pm
Sat 16 to Sun 31 Jul: Rangelands Surveys
Mon 25 Jul: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat —

Meeting, 7:30 pm

Advertising Rates
(increased as from the March 2011 issue)

1/4 page:  $35.00
1/2 page:  $55.00

Full page:  $100.00

This section gives members an avenue to advertise for voluntary assistance with projects, surveys, initiatives, office.

•	 Atlas — surveys for this are continuing — contact Cheryl 
Gole Tel 9293 4958, e-mail cgole@westnet.com.au

•	 Monthly meeting speakers — contact Wayne Merritt Tel 
9405 4774, mob 0411 591 547

•	 Excursion leaders — contact Sue Abbotts Tel 9444 1607, 
e-mail suechat@bigpond.net.au 

•	 Card sales — contact Beryl Walker Tel 9397 6887, 
e-mail bemwalk@hotmail.com

•	 Office volunteer — contact Beryl Walker Tel 9397 6887, 
e-mail bemwalk@hotmail.com

•	 Fundraising — contact Bruce Haynes Tel 9384 7426, 
e-mail b.haynes@pesa.org.au

•	 Great Cocky Count 2011 — 7 April — contact 
Geoff Barrett (Geoff.Barrett@dec.wa.gov.au) or to 
greatcockycount@birdsaustralia.com.au

Calendar of events
Birds Australia Western Australia

Office: Peregrine House
167 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat WA 6014

Hours: Monday-Friday  9:30 am to 12.30 pm
Telephone: (08) 9383 7749
Facsimile: (08) 9387 8412
E-mail: bawa@birdsaustralia.com.au
Birds Australia WA web page:  birdsaustralia.com.au/wa
Chairman: Dr Bruce Haynes
 11 Shenton Road, Claremont WA 6010
 Tel: (08) 9384 7426
 E-mail:  b.haynes@ecu.edu.au
Joint Editors: Allan Burbidge
 Tel: (08) 9405 5109 (w)
 Tel/Fax: (08) 9306 1642 (h)
 Fax: (08) 9306 1641 (w)
 E-mail: allanb99@bigpond.net.au
 Suzanne Mather
 Tel: (08) 9389 6416
 E-mail: suzannemather@bigpond.com
Production: Margaret Philippson
Printing and distribution: Daniels Printing Craftsmen
 Tel: (08) 9204 6800  danielspc.com.au

Notes for Contributors
The Editors request contributors to note:
• WABN publishes material of interest to the WA Group;
• contributions should be written or typed with double 

spacing—a copy on disk or emailed would assist, especially if in 
MSWord as a document without styles; do not embed pictures 
or graphics in MS Word;

• contributions to be sent direct to the Editors, either at the office 
or by email:

 Sue Mather:  suzannemather@bigpond.com
 Allan Burbidge:  allanb99@bigpond.net.au
• WABN uses Birds Australia recommended English names;
• except for Observations, contributions will be published unless 

the contributor is informed to the contrary.
• Full Editorial Policy is stated in WABN 74:10-12

Printing Deadlines (at the BAWA Office)
June 2011 issue: 1 May

September 2011 issue: 1 August
December 2011 issue: 1 November

March 2012 issue: 1 February

Opportunities for volunteers
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Black Bittern at Pemberton (see Observations, 
page 11).

Photo: Bruce Greatwich

Australian Pied Oystercatcher at Rottnest (see article pages 15-16).
Photo: Allan Burbidge

Young Welcome Swallow at Rottnest.
Photo: Allan Burbidge

Willie Wagtail chicks who have just left the nest 
(see Members’ contributions, page 24).

Photo: Sue Kalab

Common Redshank 
(see Observations, 

page 12)
Photo: BAWA Digital 
Library (Les George)

Rufous Treecreeper (see Members’ contributions, page 25).
Photo: BAWA Digital Library (Frank O’Connor)

Varied Sittella (see Observations, page 10).
Photo: BAWA Digital Library 

(Michael Bouette)
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Courtship behaviour, Fairy Tern at Phillip Point, Rottnest Island (see BAWA Projects report page 15)
Photo: Rob Schmidt

Clockwise from above left:
Square-tailed Kite with butcherbird in pursuit.

Lunchtime for a butcherbird chick.
Feed me! A hungry butcherbird chick.

Red Wattlebird chicks
(see report, page 25)

Photos: Gillian Pitt


