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Some of the 74 Important Bird Area sites in Western Australia

The Dampier Saltworks Important Bird Area, which supports globally
significant populations of Red-necked Stint and Red-capped Plover on
the inflow pond and the first salt evaporation pond.
Photo: Robert Davis

Bald Island, part of the Two People’s Bay and Mt Manypeaks
Important Bird Area.The IBA includes coastal heathland, freshwater
wetlands and islands. The IBA supports globally significant populations
of threatened species, including Noisy Scrub-bird and Australasian
Bittern, and more than one per cent of the world’s population of
Flesh-footed Shearwater.
Photo: Martin Gole

Rio Tinto staff and local community members at the Dampier
Saltworks Birdwatch event in October 2010. Safety concerns meant
that all visitors to the saltworks, including birdwatchers, had to wear
high visibility clothing during the Birdwatch. The IBA project works
with local communities, government and business, including mining
companies, to protect and manage IBAs.
Photo: Cheryl Gole

Australasian Bittern habitat at the Lake Pleasant View Important
Bird Area. The Australasian Bittern is declining in both range and
abundance and IBAs such as this are critical for the survival of this
endangered species.
Photo: Martin Gole

Mallee woodland habitat in the Holleton Important Bird Area, an IBA
designated for the Malleefowl. Of Australia’s 314 IBAs, 21 of these
have been designated for Malleefowl, 8 of them in WA. The Malleefowl
is globally listed as Vulnerable on the IUCN Red List of threatened
species. The Holleton IBA is periodically visited and surveyed on
BAWA campouts.
Photo: Maris Lauva

Fire in the Kununurra area of WA’s Kimberley. A number of Important
Bird Areas are located in this area. All of those IBAs designated
for the Endangered Gouldian Finch are vulnerable to the threat of
inappropriate fire regimes.
Photo: Guy Dutson

Cover: A Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo taking off from a Flame Grevillea.
Photo: Raana Scott
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Western Australian Bird Notes

IMPORTANT BIRD AREAS
OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Western Australia has 74 Important Bird Areas, each
of them globally significant sites for birds. These are
places where we can prioritise action to ensure the longterm conservation of Australia’s, and the world’s, most
vulnerable birds.

1. Recording the history and ongoing frequency of bird
monitoring, recording where the monitoring data is held
and identifying who takes responsibility for these tasks.
This involves working with local communities and all
stakeholders, including private landholders, special
interest groups such as the Friends of the Fitzgerald
River National Park and the Malleefowl conservation
groups, State agencies and large, land-holding
conservation organisations.

Number of sites

Encompassing the Important Bird Area (IBA) project in the
existing structure of BAWA could be seen as a way of
ensuring the continuity and effectiveness of this project
in much the same way that the successful ongoing Atlas
2. Working with local communities and stakeholders to
project has been adopted. In twenty years’ time the
determine the levels of threat to IBAs and, in particular,
organisation would see habitats that are vital to threatened
threats to the IBA species dependent on the site
species, secure, cared for and monitored regularly, not only
habitats.
resulting from the efforts of Birds Australia volunteers, but
also from the involvement and efforts of local communities
3. Encouraging conservation action, including conservation
and stakeholders who have an interest in the conservation
advocacy, to help alleviate threats such as habitat
of these important sites. Birds Australia’s internationally
degradation and land clearing in urban and coastal
significant IBA project is linked with BirdLife International to
areas.
identify and then designate sites that are globally important
In WA, the IBA project has already had an impact on work
for bird conservation and known to support threatened
done to conserve and monitor important sites and bird
birds such Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo and Australasian
species. During the
Bittern and
nomination phase
congregatory species
35
of the project,
such as seabirds
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it became clear
and shorebirds.
that too little was
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abundance of
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in 2009 through a
Australasian Bittern
partnership project
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to be able to
funded by Rio Tinto
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nominate a number
with Birds Australia.
Regular
Irregular
Planned
None
Unknown
of sites thought to
In Western Australia,
Monitoring regularity
be important for the
74 IBAs have been
species. The IBA
designated, with
listening surveys
over half of these in Figure 1: Monitoring of the 74 Important Bird Areas in Western Australia
for Australasian
the south west.
in the period to September 2010. All IBAs whose monitoring status is
Bittern directly
currently unknown are islands.
resulted in the
All 314 Australian
establishment of the
IBAs meet global
criteria developed by Birdlife International. To be designated BAWA Bittern project, one that involves not only BAWA
but also the Department of Environment and Conservation
as an IBA, a site must regularly support threshold numbers
and local communities. Similarly, the designation of
of relevant bird species. The criteria include those relevant
IBAs for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo actively involved the
to congregatory waterbirds, shorebirds and seabirds and
members of the Carnaby’s Cockatoo Recovery Team, not
to restricted (small) range species. They also include a
only in identifying the relevant IBAs, but also in helping to
criterion that enables us to designate places of particular
set appropriate criteria for a species with a complicated
importance for globally threatened species. To do this, the
breeding and non-breeding range distribution. Another
project utilises the IUCN/BirdLife Red List of threatened
example of work prompted by the IBA project was the
species. In WA, sites have been designated IBAs for
organisation, by BAWA, of regular shorebird and waterbird
globally threatened species such as Carnaby’s Blacksurveys at the Vasse Wonnerup Ramsar site, now
Cockatoo, Hooded Plover and Australasian Bittern and,
designated as the Busselton Wetlands IBA.
where one per cent of the global population of a particular
species congregates, shorebirds and seabirds such as
Red-necked Stint and Roseate Tern. IBAs have also been
designated for restricted-range species, where the species
is endemic and has a small range.

While much work has been done, more remains to be done.
To date, as shown in Figure 1, 33 sites are being monitored
regularly, 26 irregularly, 5 are not being monitored and
10 are unknown. Some sites may not require regular
monitoring. For example, at the Sandy Island IBA in Windy
Harbour, regular monitoring is not considered necessary
at this time as the level of threat is low. There are other
sites, such as the Prince Regent and Mitchell Rivers IBA,

IBAs are periodically reviewed and there could well be other
sites that should be included. As the initial nomination
phase of the IBA project is now complete, the project now
focuses on:
Western Australian Bird Notes
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that are so difficult to access that regular monitoring is
unlikely. Atlas records may provide some incidental records
of IBA species of these remote areas. BAWA volunteers
also contribute incidental records through the excursions
program, both in the Perth metropolitan area and the
country branches. Expanding incidental surveys to regular
surveys would be a valuable contribution to the knowledge
of our vulnerable species.

Finding out more about WA’s Important
Bird Areas
If you want to know more about WA’s IBAs, go to
the Birds Australia website. At the top of the page,
click on ‘conservation’, then ‘our projects’, then
‘Important Bird Areas’. Three webpages include
detailed information about the project, the IBA
criteria and IBA species in Australia.

Working with local communities and the stakeholders
of each site is critical, although this is not always
straightforward. The 23 Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo IBAs
each have many stakeholders, some of them farmers,
some government agencies, some non-government
organisations such as Bush Heritage Australia and the
Australian Wildlife Conservancy. The IBA project is able to
provide information, encouragement and support in ongoing
conservation actions at these sites.

Information about individual IBAs is available from
the Birdata website. Go to Birdata and click on
‘iba’ at the top of the page. From there, you can
search for a specific IBA by name, or scroll through
the list of WA IBAs, clicking on those that interest
you. Each site page includes a map and summary
information about the IBA species at that site.
Get involved in the conservation of WA’s Important
Bird Areas!

Participation in the IBA project may provide additional
means for BAWA members to contribute to conservation
action in areas of high importance. More information on this
BA project can be found in Birds Australia’s Conservation
Statement Number 15, entitled ‘Australia’s Important Bird
Areas: key sites for bird conservation’. This was sent to all
BA members with the December 2009 edition of Wingspan.
It is also downloadable from the Birds Australia website.
Go to http://www.birdsaustralia.com.au/our-projects/
important-bird-areas.html. Additional copies of the booklet
are available for individuals and local groups.

Are you interested in helping to conserve Australia’s
birds in WA’s IBAS? Get involved!

Suzanne Mather and Cheryl Gole
Suzanne Mather is the Western Australian co-ordinator of the
IBA project. Contact Sue if you are interested in being involved
in the conservation or monitoring of any of WA’s 74 IBAs. Sue is
particularly interested to hear from local groups or stakeholders
interested in adopting an IBA.
E-mail: suzannemather@bigpond.com
Cheryl Gole is the national manager of the Birds Australia
Important Bird Areas project. Contact Cheryl for IBA-related issues
for any site in Australia and its off-shore territories.

•

Adopt an IBA. There might be an IBA in your
backyard, or a more remote IBA that interests you. If
there’s no group in your area, consider creating one to
adopt an IBA.

•

Join with others to help with the monitoring of an IBA.

•

Share information about WA’s IBAs with friends and
like-minded people. Encourage them to join you in IBA
activities. Distribute copies of the IBA booklet to local
governments or politicians or local groups who might
be interested.

•

Donate your skills and time to the WA IBA project.
Volunteers are always welcome. For example, you
could work with the WA IBA Coordinator, Sue Mather,
to publicise the conservation values of WA’s IBAs.

Email: c.gole@birdsaustralia.com.au

Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo in tree.
Photo: Raana Scott

Female Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo landing.
Photo: Raana Scott
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Letters to the Editors
Editor’s note

Dear Editors

The Editors wish to apologise for the error on page 2 of WABN
135. Many readers have picked this up, so congratulations to all you
sharp-eyed readers. The bird on the top right corner of the page is a
White-fronted Honeyeater, not a White-cheeked.

I have always read my copy of WABN with great interest and
appreciate the effort required in putting it all together.
The introduction of some colour plates by our editors has truly
made for a greatly improved publication.
Keep up the good work, and congratulations.

Dear Editors

Cora Keil

The introduction of colour to WABN is a wonderful
improvement. As membership officer I use our newsletter
when talking to prospective new members. For them to
see the variety of birds our members encounter in glorious
colour really promotes our group as being in touch with the
reasons most of them are interested in joining. They love to
watch birds. I have had overseas visitors also enthuse about
the quality of the production. The variety of content is also
attractive; please keep up your high standards. I don’t see
WABN as competing with Wingspan. They cover the big
stories in depth, you showcase the activities of WA Birders in
a very attractive way. WABN is now a publication I will be
happily re-reading years from now.

Dear Editors
In response to the comments from Allan and Sandy Rose in the
September issue, I should like to say that I take the opposite
view. I have been an overseas member for over ten years now,
and have always found WABN to be both entertaining and
informative. The addition of the colour pages is a welcome
enhancement, giving the newsletter a professional look, and
it appears that the reproduction of the black-and-white photos
has also been improved recently.
I am sure that the questions of cost and environmental impact
have been carefully considered before the change was made,
and deemed acceptable.

Maris Lauva

My wife, Anne and I look forward to our next visit to Perth
some time in 2011, which will hopefully coincide with another
of your enjoyable excursions.

Dear Editors
Thanks for the Bird Notes. I love the colour pages. Just one
little error I noticed on page 2, the bird in the photo at the top
right hand side is a White-fronted Honeyeater, not a Whitecheeked Honeyeater, just a little ‘Typo’! Keep up the great
work. I always look forward to receiving this newsletter and
Wingspan.

Roy Dyster

Thanks to all the staff.
John Nilson

Western Australian Bird Notes

5

Vol 136 December 2010

Review
but also appears to require some debugging; for example, it
excludes Tawny Frogmouths from south-west WA, and Pacific
Golden Plovers from south-eastern Australia.

BIRDING APPLICATIONS FOR MOBILE DEVICES
Review: The Michael Morcombe eGuide to Australian
Birds (PDA Solutions, $36.99) and BirdSight Australia
(Natural Guides LLC, $2.49)

The species pages bring up a split screen with images above
and text below, both of which can be scrolled independently.
Onscreen buttons separately bring up distribution maps and
call audio. Pressing either the image or text panel enlarges it to
fill the screen, and images may be further enlarged by tilting
the device to ‘landscape mode’, making them larger than
equivalent illustrations in the print guides. Because of this,
the images retain sufficient resolution when viewed at ‘2x’
picture mode on the iPad, though landscape display does not
function on that device. ‘Swiping’ horizontally browses to the
next listed species. A very useful ‘Compare’ function allows
the images, distributions or calls of two birds to be accessed
simultaneously for comparison.

The term ‘pocket guide’ has been applied rather loosely over
the years, but finally a field guide has been released that
literally fits in your pocket — providing, of course, you have
a compatible device (currently, an Apple iPhone, iPod Touch
or iPad). The novel convenience of carrying a field guide
almost permanently in your pocket will undoubtedly prove
very useful, and with the bonus of a complete bird call library
(sourced from David Stewart’s Nature Sound collection) this
‘app’ has enormous potential as a field resource.
Morcombe’s bird guides are not to every birder’s taste but,
to summarise briefly, while their illustrations do not always
achieve the same artistic standard as other major field guides,
their sheer range of illustrations, novel use of graduated
distribution maps, and greater focus on subspecies brought a
welcome addition to the literature. The release of this eGuide
fixes some of the known criticisms of the print version —
that it’s heavy, that its plates are too ‘busy’ to easily navigate
visually, and suffered from inaccurate colour reproduction in
some editions. In an electronic guide, of course, the addition
of extra text or less frequently needed features such as nest/
egg illustrations does not add at all to the weight of the guide.
The electronic format also opens up a range of features
impossible in a printed guide, and in this Morcombe has
achieved what is probably best described as an excellent first
attempt, with room for improvement.

The illustrations are extensive and usually show sex, juvenile,
and often subspecies variation where appropriate, as well as
egg and nest details. The various images are stacked vertically
for scrolling (usefully, ‘swiping’ horizontally often brings
up the equivalent plumage, eg, adult female or juvenile, of
adjacent species), and are labelled ‘in-plate’ with a summary
of key identification features. The images, like the print
guides, often suffer from excessive contrast and colour
saturation (for example, Long-billed Corella is depicted with
a canary yellow underwing), and a presumed compression
artefact adds a smutty grey edge to some images. As already
noted, the illustrations sometimes fail to capture subtleties of
plumage, bill shape, and jizz, making this guide less useful for
advanced identification of groups such as seabirds or waders.

The main menu gives the option to access the index in
alphabetical (by group name, for example egrets) or
taxonomic order (Christidis and Boles 2008). The index can
be browsed using a scrollbar much as one might use a book
(for example, to ‘turn’ approximately halfway for the start of
the passerines), or searched using any part of the bird’s name,
which brings up a predictive ‘instant search’ result after two or
more letters have been typed. The alternative ‘Smart Search’,
which uses options such as bill shape, tail shape, colour,
habitat, ‘looks like’, etc,
to produce a shortlist,
probably requires
further development to
be reliably useful, and
will be of little interest
to experienced birders
in any case. The search
index can be filtered
by both region (for
example, Southwest,
Kimberley, Pilbara,
Western desert regions
for WA) and likelihood
(usual, vagrant, or
all), a feature which
is potentially very
handy when travelling,
Vol 136 December 2010

The text font will be a little too large for some tastes;
hopefully the ability to change text size or font is included if
the ability to personalise ‘settings’ is added to future versions.
This will need to be corrected for the promised iPad version as
the text is almost too large to read in 2x mode. Since the initial
screen displays only the name, size and three to four short
lines of text this is not always useful. It would be preferable
to be able to alter the default display to image only, or perhaps
more editorial thought
could be put into ensuring
those first three lines
of text provide useful
details. Occasional but
obvious typos in both
the text and image labels
suggest a failure of
editorial proofing unlikely
in a printed product.
The distribution maps
use Morcombe’s graded
contour system of three
tones to represent core,
known, and possible
ranges. Subspecies’
distribution is routinely
represented using
6
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different colours. However, it is in the addition of call
audio that this eGuide really excels, and is almost worth the
purchase price alone, since of course experienced birders
typically identify more birds by call than by sight. David
Stewart’s audio is mostly technically excellent, and has
multiple, annotated calls for most species, often including
subspecies variation (for example, five of the six subspecies
of Striated Pardalote). A few rarer species are missing, as
are some notable calls of common species (for example,
the booms of Purple Swamphen, the distinctive squawks of
juvenile Red Wattlebirds or Rainbow Lorikeets), so hopefully
David continues to add to his good work in future updates.
The combination of high resolution images and audio make
this a large app, approximately 350 Mb installed.

goal is to be an electronic replacement for a sightings
notebook. Priced competitively, it is essentially a basic
database pre-configured with a list of Australian birds (800+
according to the startup screen). User-entered lists of species
(plus some details, including counts, male/female/juvenile,
heard only) are grouped into ‘observation’, which has a set
location (GPS-capable for the iPhone), date/time stamp and
other information pertaining to the trip as a whole.
There are a number of shortcomings with this application.
Birds are searched in simple alphabetical order, and sightings
are listed in the order they are added, rather than being
sorted to taxonomic order. There is no ability for the user to
restrict, add to or modify the list of birds; like Morcombe’s
eGuide, the user is dependent on application updates from the
developer. The application is also rather buggy and crashes
frequently, and is unable to handle apostrophes in any text
field (Carnaby’s Cockatoo therefore shows up as Carnabyâs
Cockatoo). Lastly, there is no easy way to backup or print your
sightings. Each list or ‘observation’ can be emailed from the
application as a CSV (comma separated values, easily opened
by MS Excel, etc) data file, but each observation requires a
separate email, and will require further processing to generate
a printer-friendly ‘bird list’ stripped of metadata. In summary,
most birders will likely be frustrated by this app’s clumsiness,
except compulsive ‘databasers’, who will instead be frustrated
by its non-predictive search and lack of customisability. So
while Morcombe’s eGuide points to the exciting electronic
future, don’t throw the notebook away just yet!

One major advantage of an online guide is of course that
it can be continuously updated, presumably for free as is
usually the case for similar apps. Promised features include
the future addition of Australian territories, and additional
personal listing features (hopefully these will allow for backup
of personal notes and lists, which don’t yet have any export
capability). Morcombe states in the Introduction that “it is
expected there will be new, more accurate, more capable
versions within months”, and admits that publication was
just one step in an “almost endless sequence” of continual
additions and improvements. Versions for Blackberry and
other smartphones are soon to be released for the sister US
product (Sibley’s eGuide), and are promised for this guide in
due course. Readers will also be pleased to know he adds a
small plug for BAWA in the Introduction. All-in-all, this is a
very creditable adaptation of a printed guide and, particularly
with the addition of a bird call library, represents a very
welcome and useful addition to the birder’s armoury.

Reference
Christidis, L., and Boles, W. E. (2008). ‘Systematics and
Taxonomy of Australian Birds.’ (CSIRO: Collingwood,
Vic.)

While the intention of Morcombe’s eGuide is to be an
electronic replacement for a field guide, BirdSight Australia’s
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Observations
A Red-necked Phalarope was present on Lake Baghdad,
Rottnest Island. The majority of Red-necked Phalarope
records in the south west come from central salt lakes of
Rottnest Island, but the last sighting from there was in 2005.

This list has been compiled by the WA Rarities Committee.
Metropolitan suburbs or shires are in parentheses. Please
report interesting observations to Alan Collins (9291 4219 or,
preferably, sightings@birdswa.com.au) or to the BAWA office
(9383 7749). Sightings are included on the BAWA web site
(birdswa.com.au) as soon as possible, and the most interesting
are selected for inclusion in the next WABN.

METROPOLITAN (UBD Street Directory)
Northern Pintail – 1, female present to 31/07/10, Erskine
Lakes (Erskine) – JN

Highlights. The most unusual sighting of the period is an owl,
seen one morning in a garden in Victoria Park. Photographs
taken at the time show a ‘Barking Owl’ type, but the pattern
on the belly/underparts does not match any known population
of Australian or Asian Barking Owl. The very unusual
plumage, combined with the locality, may suggest that it came
from a ship docked in Fremantle. At present, despite extensive
research, the identity of the owl remains a mystery.

Shy Albatross (subspecies salvini) – 2, 12/09/10, Hillarys
pelagic AC et al. (uncommon in Western Australia;
photographs)
Wedge-tailed Shearwater – 1 pale/intermediate morph,
12/09/10, Hillarys pelagic AC et al. (1st record of this
morph for the south west)

The long-staying Semipalmated Plover first reported from
the Broome sewage works in WABN 133 was still resident at
that site until at least early September and, amazingly, another
individual was seen nearby at Roebuck Bay on 06/09/10, these
will be the 1st and 3rd records for Australia if accepted by
BARC.
The female Northern Pintail reported in
WABN 135 was still present at Erskine
Lakes until the end of August, though there
was some confusion with a hybrid Mallard
being mistaken for the bird on a number of
occasions. A Freckled Duck, not often seen
in the north, was reported from Carnarvon
sewage works.
A couple of unusual raptors were recorded
on the coastal plain — both Black Kite
and Spotted Harrier are rarely seen in the
Perth area. Black Kites can often be difficult
to identify and photographs are needed
for records in the metropolitan area to be
accepted.

Kerguelen Petrel – 1, 08/08/10, 08/08/10, Hillarys pelagic –
AC et al. (rare in the south west)
Soft-plumaged Petrel – 2, intermediate morphs, 08/08/10,
Hillarys pelagic – AC et al. * 1, intermediate morph,
12/09/10, Hillarys pelagic AC et al. (this morph is very
rarely seen at sea; photographs)
Australian Little Bittern – 1, 24/08/10,
found in garden and taken into care – Stone
Street (Maylands) – PC (rarely seen in the
inner metropolitan area)
Black Kite – 1, 18/09/10 Mitchell Freeway
(Padbury) – DJ (very uncommon in the
metropolitan area; photograph)
Spotted Harrier – 1, 07/08/10, Pipidinny
Road (Eglington) – SB (unusual on the
coastal plain)

Intermediate morph Soft-plumaged

Red-necked Phalarope – 1, 30/08/10 to
11/09/10 Lake Baghdad (Rottnest Island) –
BR et al. (rare in Western Australia)

Petrel seen off Hillarys, in August
Unknown owl species – 1, 23/08/10, State
A number of pelagic trips during the season
(see Observations).
Street (Victoria Park) – DC (possibly shipyielded some rare sightings. Both Antarctic
Photo: Robyn Pickering
assisted Asian species; photographs)
Prion and Slender-billed Prion gave
excellent and prolonged views on the Albany
pelagic. Prion sightings have become much rarer over the
SOUTH WEST (Shark Bay to Cape Arid)
last decade and these are the first prions reported in Western
Antarctic Prion – 2, 31/07/10, Albany pelagic (Albany) – AC
Australia since 2003.
et al. (uncommon in Western Australia; photographs)
According to Onley and Scofield, in ‘Albatrosses, Petrels and
Slender-billed Prion – 2, 31/07/10, Albany pelagic
Shearwaters of the World’, “A few scruffy intermediates [of
(Albany) – AC et al. (uncommon in Western Australia;
the intermediate morph of the Soft-plumaged Petrel] are in
photographs)
museum collections but there are no recent records at sea or
from breeding grounds”, so to see three different individuals
Masked Lapwing – 2 subspecies novaehollandiae, 07/09/10,
on the two Hillarys pelagics is an extremely rare occurrence.
Wilson Inlet (Denmark) – GT (uncommon in Western
Whilst the rare dark morph of Soft-plumaged Petrel is
Australia)
occasionally seen on these trips, these are the first records of
Black-eared Cuckoo – 1, 01/08/10, Mokine NR (Northam) –
the intermediate morph from south west Western Australia.
RP et al. (uncommon in the south west)
Also on the second Hillarys pelagic an intermediate morph
Red-backed Kingfisher – 2, 23-24/10/10, Blackboy Ridge
Wedge-tailed Shearwater was seen near Rottnest Island; this
Reserve (Chittering) – SD & MW (west of normal range)
is the first sighting of this morph in the south of WA.
Vol 136 December 2010

8

Western Australian Bird Notes

Observations, ctd

Red-capped Robin – 22+, 01/08/10, Mokine NR (Northam) –
RP et al. (high count)

OBSERVERS
AB = Adrian Boyle
AC = Alan Collins
BR = Bill Rutherford
CG = Carl Gosper
DC = Dan Carter
DJ = Darryl Jones
GS = George Swann
GT = Geoff Taylor
JN = John Nilson
MC = Mike Craig
MW = Maree Weerheim
PC = Peter Clifton
RH = Rob Hattingh
RP = Robyn Pickering
SB = Steve Burns
SD = Steve Dillon

ARID ZONE
Freckled Duck – 1, 17/09/10, sewage ponds (Carnarvon) –
GS (rarely recorded this far north)
Scarlet-chested Parrot – 1, 24/09/10, south of Warburton
(Ngaanyatjarraku) – CG (seldom reported)
Dollarbird – 1, 08/08/10, Coral Bay (Exmouth) – RH * 1,
09/10/10, 14 km WSW of Point Samson (Roebourne) –
MC (south of normal range)
KIMBERLEY ZONE
SEMIPALMATED PLOVER – 1, present to at least
06/09/10, sewage ponds (Broome) – GS et al. * 1,
06/09/10, Roebuck Bay (Broome) – AB (3rd record for
Australia if accepted by BARC; photographs)

BIRD CHAT
Select before swooping!
Cartoon: Penny Towells

Digital photos
When submitting electronic images for possible use in WABN, please use a medium to high resolution, eg, 300 dpi, as this
provides a clear reproduction.
Most digital cameras provide an option for selecting the resolution. Low resolution images generally are used only for
display on computer monitors and not for printing.
When emailing photos, please send them separately and not embedded in Word documents.

Birdland Retreat
Self-contained weekender for nature lovers on the
Blackwood River near Nannup.
Enjoy the many bird and plant
species nearby:
Birdland Retreat is located within
the Jalbarragup Important Bird
Area.
Explore adjacent State Forest and River Reserve.
Sleeps six
BAWA member discount.
Contact details

www.birdlandretreat.com
or Nannup Visitor Centre tel. (08) 9756 1211
Western Australian Bird Notes
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Birds Australia WA reports
CHAIR’S REPORT
I regret to inform members that BAWA was unsuccessful
in the 2010 grant round announced in mid October. BAWA
applied for a $1m grant for Carnaby’s but very few NGOs
were awarded grants and all the $1m grants were for water
related projects (last year, camels got the big money).
The good news is that BA was awarded a grant for Beach
Nesting Birds and that may help advance BAWA's Hooded
Plover project.
Carnaby’s are still the focus of attention of BAWA's Project
Officers (Raana in Esperance and Claire in Narrogin) and
a contract has recently been signed for a 30 minute film
on BAWA’s Carnaby’s recovery activity. Clive Nealon has
agreed to chair the Conservation and Research Committee
and I am hopeful that he and his fellow committee members
can help improve the effectiveness of BAWA's conservation
efforts.
This film is due for its World Premiere at the BA AGM/
Forum 21 May 2011. Make sure you reserve that date in
your diary NOW! Not only will you see the film but you
will participate in the AGM at which the BA/BOCA merger
will be considered. While the details of the BA/BOCA
merger are still being worked out, BAWA Inc Executive
Committee are moving to achieve Deductible Gift Register
status and rule changes for BAWA Inc. This is the subject
of an Extraordinary General Meeting in November 2010 and
subsequent consideration by BA Council.

While all this has been happening, the Excursions
Committee and the Country Branches have conducted many
successful excursions, campouts and surveys (including
the recent successful survey of Faure Island for AWC).
The Community Education Committee and the Eyre Bird
Observatory Committee have continued their high level
of activity. The Executive Committee recently approved
support for eight students to attend a course at EBO.
All the BAWA committees and the office need additional
volunteer help to maintain the excellent work they are doing
and to take advantage of opportunities to improve our work
to advance the appreciation and conservation of our birds.
If you are able to assist in any way please let me know.
Some long serving members of the Executive Committee
may stand down next year so it may be time for you
to consider nominating to join that committee. It is an
excellent way to find out what BAWA is doing and help to
make it all work. I have shown that lack of knowledge of
BAWA and birds is not a sufficient reason to stop members
joining this committee.
I wish you all the best for the festive season and good
birding.
Bruce Haynes
Chair, BAWA

BAWA projects
migratory species recorded suggested that this is an important
habitat for this suite of birds. For example, we recorded
Great Knot 144, Greater Sand Plover 355, Bar- tailed Godwit
2009, Grey-tailed Tattler 177, Common Greenshank 283,
Red-necked Stint 3228, Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 171, Curlew
Sandpiper 311 and Eastern Curlew 78.

FAURE ISLAND
Consistent with the Australian Wildlife Conservancy (AWC)
policy of undertaking scientific research in collaboration with
other organisations, five members of Birds Australia Western
Australia (BAWA) carried out the third survey and census of
Faure Island between 16 – 20 October 2010.
Situated in Shark Bay, 6000 ha Faure Island has been listed
internationally by Birdlife International and Birds Australia
as an Important Bird Area (IBA). IBAs have been selected
to identify priority places for bird conservation. The listing
of Faure Island is based on the threatened status of the Fairy
Tern, and the recognised threshold of 1% of the populations
of Australian Pied Oystercatcher and Red-necked Stint on the
island.

Faure Island has three important habitats for shorebirds:
the intertidal flats, the shallow lagoons and the mangroves.
The removal of grazing pressure in the run off areas for the
intertidal flats and lagoons would suggest that there would
be less silting up occurring and therefore ensuring the
conservation of these foraging and roosting sites.
Birds Australia is grateful for the opportunity to survey
what is proving to be an important shorebird site and would
like to acknowledge the invaluable assistance given to
the participants by the AWC officer, Jo Kuiper. The Birds
Australia volunteer participants, led by Sue Abbotts, were
Judy and John Blyth, Les George and Sue Mather (see photo
on page 39).

The overall estimate of the number of birds on the island
was 10 079. However, presence only was recorded in most
of the surveyed 2 ha bush sites and there were opportunistic
sightings of bushbirds. Therefore it is estimated that there
were more than 10 079 birds using Faure Island in this period.
Seventy-seven species were recorded of which 40 were
shorebirds. The abundance of some of the 19 trans-equatorial
Vol 136 December 2010
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COMMUNITY EDUCATION COMMITTEE

WESTERN GROUND PARROT
— A SILVER LINING

A visit to a primary school
Primary school children do soak up knowledge presented
within their learning capacity. During a recent visit to a local
school, Rod Smith gave a presentation using his teaching skills
to capture their attention. It is often surprising to find that
many of the children can recognise a good number of birds but
it is usually the children with access to nearby bush or reserve.
There is never a shortage of questions, including ones that can
be more difficult to answer. The children are eager to tell us of
the birds in their garden and bird experiences they have had.
(see photo on page 39).
The CEC committee is dedicated to giving primary school
children the opportunity to learn about the birds of their area
and add another feather to their cap.

A year has now passed since the South Coast Threatened Bird
Recovery Team decided to commence a captive breeding
project and the first Western Ground Parrot was captured. Due
to the dramatic decline in wild populations the recovery team
deemed it necessary to establish a small captive population
as an insurance policy to prevent extinction. It was the start
of a pilot project aiming to determine that this parrot species,
which had never been kept in a captive environment before,
can be successfully maintained in captivity. Housed in customdesigned aviaries, the three birds are healthy and in good
condition.
Exetel, the company with an environmental conscience, which
initially provided a significant portion of the funds to get the
captive management program started, is continuing to make
very generous monthly donations to Birds Australia, allowing
the project to continue.

If you would like to also help in our commitment, please
contact Rod Smith, School Liaison Officer on 9447 3804 or
Brice Wells on 9359 5257.

At the time of writing, further attempts are being made
to capture at least one more female bird so that a captive
breeding program might be launched in future. Whether the
capture team have succeeded will be reported in the next issue
of WABN.

Bold Park Guides — training session
In August, as part of the CEC, I attended a training session for
the Bold Park Guides. It was a 7:30 am start at the WA ECO
Centre in Bold Park. WOW, we don’t start our classes until
9:00 am. This group of potential Bold Park Guides must be
keen.
Over the last two years following a steering committee group
and a successful grant application, the training for Bold Park
Guides is taking place. For their contribution, BAWA was
asked to give a presentation session on birds and a guided
walk. Eighteen trainees were present and Brice Wells gave a
presentation on the Birds of Bold Park. Splitting the group into
three, Brice Wells, Frank O’Connor and Rod Smith led the
guided walks.
Sue Mather provided material for handouts in addition to
the CEC material. The group contains a
number of professional people and we
hope they will become Bold Park Guides.
UWA Extension classes

Progress can also be reported from the cat control project.
After several trials using non-toxic baits to determine the
potential uptake by native fauna, Eradicat® baits were used
for the first time in Fitzgerald River National Park earlier this
year. There appears to be no evidence that non-target species
ingested large quantities of the potentially lethal cat bait; only
feral cats were killed by the toxic baits.
The South Coast Threatened Birds Recovery Team and
the Friends of the Western Ground Parrot have lodged a
joint application recommending a change in the status of
the Western Ground Parrot under EPBC legislation from
endangered to critically endangered. While this will be a fairly
lengthy process, if successful, more funds
should become available for the recovery
project.

Visitors to Perth Zoo, although unable to
The Claremont Teachers College was
see Western Ground Parrots in the flesh,
the setting for our Bird ID classes for the
can now at least view a large display
UWA Extension program. When Sanchia
board telling the parrot’s story and, at the
Robinson, the Program Manager, rang to
touch of a button, they can also listen to
request that we prepare a set of classes
its call.
for UWA we were extremely pleased
The Friends of the Western Ground
with the opportunity. The classes, of 24
Brice Wells at the Bird ID UWA Extension
Parrot have also been busy. Apart from
people, quickly filled up after Brice Wells
Class.
becoming incorporated and being
Photo: Elsa Dabbs
gave two radio interviews on the ABC
endorsed as a charitable institution,
and 6PR. Presentations on bushbirds,
the group has set up a Western Ground
waterbirds, waders, bird characteristics,
Parrot Rescue Fund and is seeking to enter the Register
field guides and binoculars or everything a beginner needs to
of Environmental Organisations. Once on the register, the
know were included. Brice Wells, Rod Smith and John Blyth
organisation will be endorsed as a deductible gift recipient and
were presenting with Georgina Steytler, Annette Park and
any donation over $2 made to the rescue fund will become tax
Elsa Dabbs supporting on the trading table. A donation from
deductible. Please support the Friends in this initiative — the
UWA Extension classes will go to the BAWA funds. Was it
Western Ground Parrot is in serious need of assistance if it is
a success, YES, and we have been invited to give another
to survive much longer.
session next autumn.
Elsa Dabbs
Community Education Committee
Western Australian Bird Notes
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The group also managed to obtain a grant from the
Department of Environment and Conservation. The funds
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will be used to help defray the travel costs of volunteers
who assist with Western Ground Parrot surveys. A few more
helpers are still required for the April survey trip to Fitzgerald
River National Park. Evening listening sessions are also
planned for Waychinicup in March/April. Anyone interested in
participating should contact the Friends of the Western Ground
Parrot at wgparrot@gmail.com.
Further Reading

This film is for a documentary on the Carnaby’s BlackCockatoo. For more information on the film that Sea Dog TV
international Pty Ltd is producing go to
www.wingandaprayer.com.au
Cockatoo Coalition on-line petition up and running
A number of community and environment groups have
recently come together with the single aim of protecting the
habitat of WA’s threatened black cockatoos. ‘The Cockatoo
Coalition’ is encouraging all West Australians to take action
with them by signing an on-line petition

Comer, S., Burbidge, A. H., Tiller, C., Berryman, A., and
Utber, D. (2010). Heeding Kyloring’s warning: south
coast species under threat. Landscope 26(1), 48-53.
Comer, S., Newbey, B., and Burbidge, A. H. (2010). New
Western Ground Parrot recovery actions under way.
Western Australian Bird Notes 133, 3.

www.cockatoosneedyou.org.au

Anne Bondin

CARNABY’S BLACK-COCKATOO GOINGS ON

addressed to Federal Environment Minister Tony Burke
and WA Premier Colin Barnett. As a concerned community
member you can add your voice to the call to protect WA’s
unique black cockatoos and their habitat by signing the
petition.
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo revegetation plant species
selection tool now available

As you are all most likely aware, our dear friends, the
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos, have had an extremely difficult
year with fire, heat waves and hail storms killing over
300 individuals. On top of that a number of development
proposals, some of which have been approved, will further
impact on the species.

The Department of Environment and Conservation have
recently developed an on-line Plants for Carnaby’s Search
Tool which is an easy to use program that can help you select
the most appropriate plant species that can benefit Carnaby’s
Black-Cockatoo for your revegetation or garden plantings.
This fantastic program can even help you select the best plants
to use when planting near pipes and under power lines. To
check it out go to:

However, there are still a lot of dedicated people working to
conserve this beautiful species in a variety of ways and at the
moment there are heaps of exciting things happening in the
on-line world that make helping a bit easier!

www.dec.wa.gov.au/plantsforcarnabys

Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo on-line sightings database

Great Cocky Count 2010

Reporting your Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo sightings online!

Back in April, Birds Australia in collaboration with the
Department of Environment and Conservation (DEC)
coordinated the Great Cocky Count. This survey built upon
the 2006 Birds Australia survey by repeating the survey using
modified and refined techniques. The count aimed to map
critical habitats of Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo on the Swan
Coastal Plain as well as instigate a monitoring program that
will be used to identify population trends over time. The
response from the community was overwhelming with over
300 volunteers participating. Two hundred and twenty-two
sites were identified and visited by volunteers, DEC or BA
staff, and nearly 130 roosting sites were identified as a result
of this ground truthing effort. Results of the survey indicate
that the population of Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo using the
greater Perth region is 8-10 000 birds. A big thank you goes
out to all of the volunteers who participated in the survey as
well as Geoff Barrett, Mark Blythman and Quinton Burnham.
Full details can be found in the report:

Atlas of Living Australia is supporting the development of
an on-line Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo sightings database that
is now up and running. This easy to use tool allows you to
input sightings information directly into our database. Exact
location details are recorded by clicking the location on a map
(which can be viewed as an aerial photo or street map), so you
no longer need to record the GPS coordinates! Other great
features include the ability to review and amend your own
records and viewing the 300 most recent recordings on a map.
All you need to do is create an account and start logging your
sightings.
To register and start recording your sightings on-line, please
go to:
http://birdsaustralia.ala.org.au
Remember, recording sightings of this endangered species is
really important because the more records we have, the more
useful the data and the better understanding we will have of
this wonderful creature’s movements and distribution.

www.birdsaustralia.com.au/carnabys
Be sure to keep an eye out for details of the 2010-2011 Great
Cocky Count!

Watch a Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo chick grow every day
on Youtube

As you would have read in the previous edition of WA Bird
Notes, we have a new staff member, Claire Bartron. Claire
has hit the ground running and we (at the time of writing)
are in full swing carrying out nesting surveys throughout the
wheatbelt. Nesting surveys drive a large proportion of our
recovery action work, as the most critical piece of information

Be captivated as Sea Dog TV International Pty Ltd take a
look, for the first time ever, inside the hollow of a Carnaby’s
Black-Cockatoo. Each day you have the opportunity to watch
a 5 minute snippet of the chick and watch as it develops daily
on its 70 day journey from hatching to fledging on Youtube.
Vol 136 December 2010
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required to conserve a nesting population of Carnaby’s BlackCockatoo is identify the nesting site! A big thank you goes out
to the wonderful volunteers who have helped us monitor sites
over the last couple of months. A full nesting season overview
will be published in Cocky Notes early in the new year.

RECENT ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE AUSTRALASIAN
BITTERN PROJECT

Raana Scott

2010 WOOLGORONG/MUGGON RANGELANDS
SURVEY 31 July – 13 August
A wonderful sense of camaraderie developed during the
rangelands surveys due to brilliant organisation by the leaders
and their trusty band of expert (mostly) birders. Further
expertise was added by two members from the Riverland in
South Australia.

“... seven to nine Australasian
Bitterns heard calling ...”

Crucial to the comfort of all were the facilities provided at
each site. The Woolgorong managers were very welcoming,
providing fresh home grown broccoli for all. There was
plenty of hot water for showers, and two proper toilets! Plenty
of power enabled batteries to be charged each night. The
homestead at Muggon was an oasis — with a pool. There was
only one shower here, but the manager had extended the patio
area to accommodate a large group.
Sixteen participants
allowed two people per
quadrant for each two
hectare site. Over the five
days each site was surveyed
twice at different times
of the day. Roads were
generally good (only one
puncture), enabling teams
to access sites on time and
to find suitable spots for
morning tea, lunch and
informal birding between
surveys (see photos pp31,
37 and 39).
Black-eared Cuckoo at
Woolgorong Station.
Photo: Allan Throne

The weather was
near perfect for bird
identification on
Woolgorong. However,
the vegetation was quite stressed (and extremely stressed at
Muggon) so numbers of sightings were relatively low. Cold
winds at Muggon kept bird numbers very low at most sites —
zero was not uncommon. The bird count at Woolgorong was
89 (the elusive White-browed Treecreeper remained elusive).
At Muggon it was 65.

Surveys in the Manypeaks and Waychinicup areas east of
Albany were very successful this year with seven to nine
Australasian Bitterns heard calling during the Albany Bittern
Campout held in October 2010. Similarly high numbers of
Australasian Bitterns were last recorded in these wetlands in
1986 during the South West Waterbird Surveys (Jaensch et
al. 1988). A contributing factor to this success was the large
number of volunteers, as many wetlands were able to be
surveyed over the two days. More importantly the team of
volunteers was very experienced in listening for Australasian
and Little Bitterns. This experience is slowly building up
within the volunteer group since the project commenced in
2007.
The big news in October 2010 was the first surveys conducted
in wetlands to the east of Esperance since 1991. These
surveys were by a team of BAWA volunteers and Department
of Environment and Conservation (DEC) staff led by Sarah
Comer (DEC South Coast) and Alan Clarke (DEC Science
Division). At least four Australasian Bitterns were heard
calling in one large wetland in unallocated crown land in
the Cape Le Grand/Merrivale area. This equals the highest
previous record of Australasian Bittern heard and seen in the
region, which was recorded in 1986 (Jaensch et al. 1988).
DEC is determining how best to include this important
wetland into the conservation reserve system.
Thanks to the team of volunteers who helped with the Albany
and/or Esperance surveys. DEC: Emma Adams, Steve Butler,
Alan Clarke, Sarah Comer, Jon Pridham and Laurent Marsol.
Volunteers: Judy and John Blyth, Anne and Fred Bondin, Joan
and Tony Bush, Rose Ferrell, John Graff, Maris Lauva, Irene
and Michael Morcombe, Mark Newman, Ada and Michael
Nield, Robyn Pickering, Dianne and Chris Reidy, David
Secomb, Erica Shedley, Mark Stanley and Carol Trethowan.

Very light rain began as we zipped the cover on the camper —
wonderful to know that it would be so welcomed.
It was heart rending to see the deterioration in vegetation
at Muggon but that did not deter the team’s commitment
to completing the task and contributing to the immense
enjoyment and satisfaction that was felt by everyone.
Cheryl Warburton
Western Australian Bird Notes

In 2010 winter rainfall in the south west of Western
Australia was very low and this has impacted on surveys for
Australasian Bittern as many lakes are very dry. However,
most of the south coast east of Albany has recorded 80%
to 100% of the mean rainfall for the period 1 April to 30
September 2010 compared to the Manjimup area and Swan
Coastal Plain only recording 40% to 60% of the mean rainfall
for this period. Results of bittern surveys reflect this rainfall
pattern as birds are thought to only call when conditions are
suitable for breeding and water level is an important part of
breeding conditions.
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The naming of birds
Caprimulgiformes

Apodiformes

Caprimulgidae (the Nightjar family)

Apodidae

Caprimulgus means goat sucker as it used to be thought
that they sucked goat’s blood or milk but this is completely
erroneous. One wonders what the folklore behind this is.

The family name means without feet, which is rather a
misnomer – all birds have feet but few except swifts do not
use them for most of their lives. They fly incessantly while
feeding, sleep and even copulate on the wing. When they land
they can only do so on the sides of cliffs, walls etc as they
cannot take off from a flat surface. Their feet and legs are not
strong enough to give them that leap into the air (unlike other
land birds) immediately before flying commences.

Podargidae
This has some very curious derivations and which is correct is
debatable unless we can trace the original namer. 1) It is not
from Latin or Greek but from French. Podagre means gouty
foot and probably refers to the slow walking movement of the
frogmouths due to their very short legs. Podagra is an archaic,
Latin name for gout. The English term podger meaning a slow
obese person could have the same root. 2) Podarge was one
of the fleet footed Harpies (not convincing when you see a
frogmouth move). King Priam was also called Podarge. This
however, is the most likely origin of the term and comes not
from the swift-footedness of the Harpies but their physical
characteristics. They were described as rapacious and filthy
monsters, part woman, and part bird. Maybe it was because of
their strange appearance as they are curious to look at and not
frightening in any way, although one can see why they may
have been thus described when first identified. This description
really does a disservice for these likeable log-like birds.
Podargus strigoides – Tawny Frogmouth. From the Greek
strigo meaning owl, eidos meaning form, that is, like. They
both have frog and owl-like features so the Latinised name
adds a bit more description to the English name.

The swifts then are almost exclusively birds of the air. Their
common name signifies one of their aerial abilities – swiftness
of flight.
Apus pacificus – Fork- tailed Swift- A-pus - Gk, apus (apous),
without feet. See the family name.
Other names are Australian Swift, Migrant Swift, Whitebelted Swift, White-rumped Swift, Pacific Swift, Siberian
White-rumped Swift, New Holland Swallow, Rainbird and
Rain-brother (the latter two are similar to the reason given
for the White-throated Needletail being called a storm bird).
They are sometime reckoned and not without good reason to
be harbinger of storms because of their habit of moving away
from cyclones etc but these weather disturbances may follow
the same track as the bird. Many of these names relate to the
widespread distribution of this bird; also the similarity to
swallows appears.
Iuvencus

Other names are Freckled Frogmouth, Tawny-shouldered
Frogmouth, Frogmouth Owl, Little Owl (they are not owls
only owl-like), Austral Cuckoo, Night Hawk, Podargus, Shortwinged Podargus, Tawny-shouldered Podargus, Mawpork,
Mope-hawk, Mopoke, Morepork, Moreport (the latter five are
onomatopoeic).
Eurostopodidae
Eurostopodus argus – Spotted Nightjar. From the Greek
eurostos meaning strong and podos meaning foot. Argus or
Argos was a hundred-eyed monster in Greek mythology and
this refers to the spotted characteristics of this bird. Argus in
Danish means watchful and also derives from the Greek giant
and may also relate to the watchfulness of these birds.
Other names are Spotted Eared-Nightjar, Laughing Owl and
Night Hawk.
Aegothelidae
Aegotheles cristatus – Australian Owlet Nightjar. Not a true
nightjar, hence its different family and order. The naming here
is similar to the true nightjars as Aegotheles means goatsucker
in Greek as opposed to the Latin caprimulgus. Owlet because
of their appearance being similar to a very small owl.
Also called Owlet-nightjar, Crested Owlet Nightjar, Greater
Owlet Nightjar, Little Nightjar, Banded Goatsucker, Little Owl
and Moth Owl (maybe because they are small and not unlike a
large moth in flight at night, although they do eat moths).
Vol 136 December 2010
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Australlian Owlet-nightjar.
Photo: BAWA Digital Library (Frank O’Connor)
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Members’ contributions
Understandably, as soon as the above-mentioned news about
the dictionary was confirmed, the editors of the new edition
of the dictionary were approached concerning the manifest
mistake they were reported to have made. It is with regret I
have to confirm that the editorial group remained unrepentant,
even to the point of asserting that their alphabetic approach
was “easier to understand” and “more user
friendly” than a proper taxonomic listing.

MALLEEFOWL AT MUKINBUDIN
Our three day visit to a farmstay 70 km north of Mukinbudin
from 12-15 September was filled with rock clambering,
sighting birds and sparse but beautiful wildflowers while
driving along some very well maintained unsealed roads.
I saw the sign for Malleefowl crossing but
never dreamed of actually seeing one. As
we drove towards Mukinbudin down the
unsealed Morrison Road and onto Bonnie
Rock Lake Brown Road (just before Milne
Road), on our left stood a lone Malleefowl!

It is difficult to grasp how responsible
persons should place such petty
considerations above taxonomic
systematics. It is clear that language guides
It was standing beside the fenceline, perhaps
should be set out in a form similar to
contemplating crossing the road. I backed up
those of bird guides. Indeed this may be
the car and leapt out to snap a photo just as
the more readily accomplished, as there is
it walked into the scrub under the fenceline
rarely significant dispute about language
Malleefowl.
where it watched me warily before strolling
developments. This is in contrast to birds,
Photo: Gillian Pitt
off.
for it must be admitted that taxonomic
disputes and disagreements, not to mention
I followed and photographed it as it turned
lack
of
knowledge,
complicates and clouds many issues.
toward me. I would have been three metres away at all times.
It walked into the scrub and just melted away. There was no
sign of a mound.

It is unfortunate that many taxonomic problems remain.
Christidis and Boles (2008) refer to many difficulties, among
which are:

We continued on to Mukinbudin, thrilled that we'd seen this
elusive bird.
Gillian Pitt

“Several facets … have been supported … while other areas
await further corroboration or have been contradicted” (p. 43),
“… a consistent overall arrangement has been elusive — with
disagreements common” (p. 44),
“… the taxonomic distribution … does not correspond
particularly well with … various independent molecular
studies” (p. 45),

TAXONOMY
Birders everywhere will be both astonished and dismayed by
the recent statement that the forthcoming new edition of the
Oxford English Dictionary is to be published in the format
used previously. Instead of adopting the style best adapted
to any reference work, that of listing contents in historic or
taxonomic order, the latest version is to continue in the oldfashioned alphabetic order.

“…an unexpected relationship between grebes and flamingos
… (but see Storer 2006 for a rebuttal …) .... further
investigation of this remarkable result is desirable” (p. 46),
“…faced with such divergent views, a conservative approach
is adopted” (p. 50),
“…the relationships of the Strigiformes to other orders remain
unresolved. Further work is clearly required.” (p. 54).

Alphabetic order, as is well known, creates significant
problems. For example, it results in ‘bling’, a late 20th century
argot word being placed before the 14th century word ‘zeal’
(itself derived from the earlier Greek) and, to take another
example at random among many, alphabetic order results in
such serious placement errors as ‘humbug’ (18th century)
being ahead of ‘humdinger’ (20th century), in turn itself
ahead of ‘humdrum’ (16th century). It is of course clear that
the proper order of these words ought to be ‘zeal, humdrum,
humbug, humdinger, bling’.

These quotations reveal that further changes to the Australian
taxonomic order — and consequently to all current bird lists
and bird books — are inevitable in the future.
Interestingly, during the discussions, the dictionary personnel
suggested that the bird order in Australian bird books
and bird lists might be determined by general discussion/
agreement, with ease of use primarily in mind, to decide an
order to remain permanently unchanged thereafter. With this
approach, the taxonomic order would become an addendum,
readily subject to variation as further work, knowledge and
acceptance in this field dictates.

All birders are aware of the vital necessity of birds being
listed in historic or taxonomic order for bird identification
and recognition, which is as all birders know, dependent on
taxonomic order. Unless we are fully cognisant that Brolga
is one ‘place’ ahead of Purple Swamphen, or that Rufous
Treecreeper is one ‘place’ ahead of Spotted Catbird in the
Australian taxonomic list, it is highly likely we shall confuse
these species and make serious identification errors.
Western Australian Bird Notes

The dictionary people pointed out that once an essentially
unvarying bird list was agreed upon, it would not only
facilitate usage through familiarity, but also save birders
substantial outgoings for the new books necessitated by every
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alteration of the taxonomic order. They pointed to the utility
of all seabirds (and shorebirds, etc) being placed adjacent,
even suggesting duplication of illustration among separate
groupings should this be useful (eg, in a waterbird group).

SOME WHEATBELT RESERVES
In mid September, after an extremely dry winter season, I
visited some Wheatbelt Nature Reserves between Koorda and
Mukinbudin. Most had stressed and dying Jam wattles (Acacia
acuminata) here and there, and on nearby farms even well
established re-vegetation rows were dotted with newly dead
trees.

This bold and ‘new’ suggestion can derive support from
Christidis and Boles (2008) themselves, for they introduce an
entirely novel indexing method. Rather than listing birds in
the accepted ‘noun, descriptor’ mode (ie, Honeyeater, Rufousbanded) they adopt their own unique arrangement by the use
of ‘descriptor-noun’ (ie, Rufous-banded Honeyeater) so that
the index of their volume is entirely different to virtually all
other bird books. They further complicate their index form by
interpolating the Latin (scientific) names of birds among the
English, rather than adopting the usual practice of listing the
scientific names separately (and alphabetically).

At Moningarin Reserve (NW of Koorda), the only water was
a small seepage area near the large tank. However, in this vast
area of mixed woodland I saw Mulga Parrots, Rufous and
Golden Whistlers, Red-capped and Yellow Robins, Redthroats
and White-winged Trillers among 25 species.
Further south at Badjerin Rock there was only a shallow rock
pool left, nothing but Needlebush (Hakea preissii) flowering
and the bird count was much lower than usual.

It has been said, that if Christidis and Boles (2008) can rearrange standard indexing (to save money?), it should be
equally acceptable for birders to determine a ‘permanent’
bird list order to save themselves even greater money on bird
books and the substantial inconvenience of re-organising bird
lists after every taxonomic change. It must be agreed that
having all previous bird reference books and bird lists altered
every few years is a significant disadvantage, particularly in
the difficulty of comparing bird listings.

At Marshall Rocks (SE of Bencubbin) the open eucalypt
woodland supports a limited number of species. Here there is
a large camping area, fireplaces and a water tank for visitors.
While driving along Bell Road just south of here I was pleased
to note lots of Australasian Pipits on fences, Nankeen Kestrels
all paired up, a flock of a dozen White-fronted Chats on a
samphire flat and White-winged Fairy-wrens. The latter flew
out of bluebush on a thinly vegetated road verge, which had
just been cut back a further two metres by enthusiastic road
grading.

It is possible that adherence to an evolving and therefore
changing taxonomic order is a real disservice to the great
majority of birders — as it is already to their pockets.

At Billyacatting Hill (SW of Mukinbudin; camping with
picnic tables but no fires), the red flowering Calothamnus was
attracting a riot of Brown Honeyeaters with Spiny-cheeked
and White-fronted Honeyeaters as well. Here too, there were
dead and dying wattles and hakeas on the granite slopes.

Despite the agreed vital necessity of taxonomic order for bird/
species recognition in the field, the suggestion of an agreed
pre-determined bird list (with a varying taxonomic appendage
as knowledge dictates) appears to have real merit and ought to
be carefully considered.

At Weira Nature Reserve (E of Mukinbudin; camping/
fireplace), the gnamma hole had a good level of water in it and
I recorded 18 species in the early morning, including Splendid
Fairy-wrens, White-browed Babblers, Elegant Parrots and
Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos. A Banded Lapwing was also
heard. In this reserve I monitor a Malleefowl mound each
spring, and on this visit I saw the mound had been dug out to
the litter at the bottom and fresh fowl prints could be seen. A
local farmer had seen a Malleefowl in the vicinity a few days
before. An adjacent road to the Goldfields was being widened
and graded, with a high level of noise and vehicle movement
being a potential disturbance to breeding birds.

The savings to be made in relation to future bird field guides
and reference books and in personal list re-arrangements
would be significant and would greatly facilitate the
comparison of ‘old’ and ‘new’ bird lists.
These benefits would outweigh or at least compensate for
relegating taxonomy and its alterations to an Appendix.
I have subsequently observed in Wingspan (Vol 20, No. 3,
p.54) (for birders observe, not read or see) that the recently
published second edition of The Slater Field Guide to
Australian Birds adopts a rational, non-taxonomic approach.
Perhaps the suggestion of the dictionary editors has merit.

All my travels this month, including to Paynes Find,
Sandstone and Wiluna, lead me to be concerned that the
flurry of increased mining activity, road
widening, extra rural funding, etc, means
we should be re-promoting at the Shire
level the importance of maintaining
roadside vegetation and habitat corridors.

Reference
Christidis, L., and Boles, W. E. (2008).
‘Systematics and Taxonomy
of Australian Birds.’ (CSIRO:
Collingwood, Vic.)
Bruce Buchanan
Editors’ note: The advent of digital field guides
(see review of Michael Morcombe’s eGuide to
Australian Birds in this issue, page 6) means
that it is possible to look up birds either in
taxonomic order or in alphabetic order, thus
satisfying the advocates of either method.
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BIRD CHAT
Voyerism!
Cartoon: Penny Towells
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As a counterpoint to the dry areas, I
enjoyed observing various ducks and
grebes with young in tow at both Dowerin
and Mukinbudin Wastewater Treatment
dams.
Diane Beckingham
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were later told that these birds had to be euthanised as their
bills were also glued up and they were beyond help. It was
then that they learned where the real problem lay – it was
the bush in their backyard. They were told it was commonly
known as the ‘Bird Catcher Plant’. It was suggested I look
this plant up on the internet; I did and found it is a native to
Hawaii, New Zealand, Norfolk Island and Lord Howe Island.
The tree attracts many insects, which in turn attract insect
eating birds. The fruits of this plant are very sticky and small
birds can become trapped.

CONGELIN CAMPOUT
Staying and birding for two and a half days at Congelin
Campgrounds (Dryandra Woodlands), two days were great,
while the other half day was terrible with heavy rain and gusty
winds. Fifty six species were seen and are listed below. While
the days were warm to hot, the dam itself was very productive
with nearly 30 species coming in to drink or bathe: a good
spot for early mornings and late afternoons.
List of birds seen at Congelin
Yellow-plumed Honeyeater
Brush Bronzewing
White-faced Heron
Western Wattlebird
Red Wattlebird
Brown Goshawk (1)
Wedge-tailed Eagle (2)
Tawny-crowned Honeyeater
Brown Honeyeater
Bush Stone-curlew
New Holland Honeyeater
Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo
Brown-headed Honeyeater
Western White-naped
Baudin’s Black-Cockatoo
Galah
Honeyeater
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike
Purple-crowned Lorikeet
White-winged Triller
Regent Parrot
Western Rosella
Golden Whistler
Australian Ringneck
Rufous Whistler
Grey Shrike-thrush
Red-capped Parrot
Grey Butcherbird
Elegant Parrot
Australian Magpie
Fan-tailed Cuckoo
Grey Currawong
Barking Owl (2)
Grey Fantail
Southern Boobook (4)
Willie Wagtail
Rainbow Bee-eater
Australian Raven
White-browed Scrubwren
Restless Flycatcher
Weebill
Magpie-lark
Western Gerygone
Scarlet Robin
Western Thornbill
Red-capped Robin
Inland Thornbill
White-breasted Robin
Spotted Pardalote
Silvereye
Striated Pardalote
Welcome Swallow
Western Spinebill
Tree Martin
Singing Honeyeater
White-eared Honeyeater

I had never heard of such a tree and am incensed that it is still
available in nurseries here in Australia. Below is an extract
from Birds Australia’s e-News, September 2010. It is not just
NSW that needs a blanket ban on introduced weeds and such.
Creeping Peril
Most of the 340 weeds causing environmental harm in NSW
were deliberately introduced as garden and pasture plants.
Few are banned, and many are still being sold. There are also
no restrictions on the sale of thousands of potential new weed
species. More than 99% of the 30,000 exotic plant species
in Australia can be planted freely in NSW. Their impact is
greater than you might think, in many more ways than you
thought possible, and the ramifications for birds and other
wildlife are many and varied.
Last month, a telling report on the state of weeds in NSW,
called Stopping NSW’s Creeping Peril was launched
(http://jscommunications.files.wordpress.com/2010/08/
stopnswcreepperil.pdf). Endorsed by Birds Australia, the
report discusses many of the issues that surround weeds and
their control and management. The report calls for better weed
laws, policies and funding in NSW to tackle weed invasions
that are overwhelming authorities and landholders.
Join the fight to halt this degradation and if you know of
anyone who has such a tree, implore him or her to destroy it.
Les George

The area covered was the camp grounds and all tracks leading
up to the picnic and dam area and roads skirting that area.
I say thanks for the company of Rob Oates, a birdo from
Cambridge UK.

RANGELANDS AND BEYOND

When talking to Mark (DEC ranger) I was told that they plan
to open another camp ground 6 km north from this one, and
it will be bookings only. If the booking system is a success, it
will be used for both camp grounds.
Colin Heap

A CALL TO ARMS
I was recently visiting friends that have relocated to the north
west of our beautiful state and whilst there I was told a bird
story I wish I had heard long ago. These people resided in
Busselton for a few years and it was sometime during the
years of 1994-96 that this story came about. They had found
some fairy-wrens acting strangely under a bush in their
backyard and on closer inspection they found that these birds
couldn’t fly, and they had all manner of leaf litter stuck to
their feathers. Not knowing what to do they contacted Animal
Rescue and a lady came around to collect these birds. They
Western Australian Bird Notes

In early September our small tour group stopped briefly at
Lake Nallan, north of Cue, where we saw 20 species at the
lake, including Pink-eared Ducks, Yellow-billed Spoonbills,
Australasian and Hoary-headed Grebes and one Banded Stilt.
We continued to Lorna Glen Station (DEC), north-east of
Wiluna where DEC has released Bilbies and Brush-tailed
Possums which are monitored and appear to be doing well.
We spent two nights here. The station’s water points have been
closed off, so a pair of Bourke’s Parrots comes regularly into
the Homestead yard for a drink at sunset and an Australian
Bustard was seen near the front garden in the morning.
We saw 36 species here, including Grey-crowned Babbler,
Chestnut Quail-thrush, Yellow-plumed, Spiny-cheeked and
White-fronted Honeyeaters. An Australian Owlet-Nightjar was
heard each night. The dryness of the recent season was evident
in the lack of flowering shrubs.
Further north, at Imbin Rockhole and Sydney Head Pass we
saw Western Bowerbirds, Mulga Parrots, Little Woodswallows
and Torresian Crows. Red-browed Pardalotes were heard at
the Glen Ayle station gate.
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At our next camp at Well 9 on the Canning Stock Route, we
saw Diamond Doves coming to drink at the stock trough and
Variegated Fairy-wrens in the nearby paperbark-lined creek.
On the stony ridge here Chestnut-breasted Quail-thrush called
loudly at 4 pm and 7 am and a pair was seen feeding between
mulga shrubs in the late afternoon.

position, the eagle again tried to move away, this time by
ascending in the thermal. However, the harrier was persistent,
continuing to attack the eagle and triggering the talon
presentation another three or four times.

Well 7 and its shady glade made an exciting lunch stop as
pairs of Mistletoebirds were darting noisily about feeding
on the Pale-leaf Mistletoe (Amyema maidenii) together with
Brown and other honeyeaters.
As we left the tall eucalypts of Well 6 (Pierre Springs) and
drove into spinifex grassland with scattered trees, a Ground
Cuckoo-shrike flew in front of the lead vehicle.
At Well 5, a much drier environment, we saw a pair of Hooded
Robins, Southern Whitefaces and Grey-crowned Babblers
among other species.
Our final camp on the return journey was in Gidgee woodland
south west of Wiluna where we saw a pair of Redthroats early
in the morning.
Diane Beckingham
BLACK-WINGED STILT AT THOMSON’S LAKE
This Black-winged Stilt was seen at Thomson’s Lake on 31
October by Robyn Pickering, Alan Collins, John Graff and
Martin Cake (see photo p40). It had individually engraved
leg flag number 20. Clare Morton has reported this bird
was banded at Taylors Lagoon (70 km east of Broome) on
10/12/2009. So we need to keep our eye on Black-winged Stilt
legs as well as the other waders legs!
Robyn Pickering

Inter-specific aggression with Little Eagles by smaller
raptors and corvids has been recorded in HANZAB and the
usual ‘avoiding action is to roll and present talons and call’
(Marchant and Higgins 1993, p. 186). However, the harrier is
larger than the eagle, although similar in size to the Whistling
Kite which is known to attack, and be attacked by, Little
Eagles. It has also been noted that the Spotted Harrier will
not ‘tolerate any corvid or medium-sized raptor within c. 80
m of nest site’ (Marchant and Higgins 1993, p. 98). They
have been known to ‘descend on, and lock talons with, Black
Kites and Whistling Kites’ (ibid.). The altitude of the birds
in this instance was considerably greater than 80 m from any
vegetation.
The eagle now dived with the harrier close behind and
appearing to be faster, possibly because it was larger. Each
time it got too close the eagle would present its talons. This
continued for some minutes with the raptors alternately
climbing and diving and repeating the interaction at regular
intervals. Then, without any noticeable warning, the Little
Eagle changed its tactics and flew straight at the harrier. For
the first time since the interaction commenced the harrier
rolled onto its back and presented its talons to the eagle. They
now took it in turns to attack and defend but either the interest
or the advantage had been lost and the Spotted Harrier soon
broke away and flew over the nearby farmland until it was lost
from view.
Reference
Marchant, S. and Higgins, P.J. (Eds) (1993). ‘Handbook of
Australian, New Zealand and Antarctic Birds. Volume
2, Raptors to Lapwings’. (Oxford University Press:
Melbourne).
Peter Sandilands

LITTLE EAGLE AND SPOTTED HARRIER
INTERACTION
During a visit to Yorkrakine Rock Nature Reserve in
September this year, two light phase Little Eagles were
observed soaring in a thermal. One
bird was circling at approximately
the same altitude judged by the
clarity with which its underwing
markings could be consistently seen.
The other continued to gain height
until it was an unidentifiable speck
— even with binoculars.
A few minutes later a Spotted
Harrier entered the thermal, using
it to rise quickly to a position near
the circling Little Eagle. The eagle
responded by moving away but the
harrier followed. The harrier then
flew straight towards the eagle,
which reacted to the attack by rolling
onto its back and presenting its
talons. Returning to its normal flight
Vol 136 December 2010

RAINBOW BEE-EATERS AT BOLD PARK
I spend many hours in Bold Park
watching the birds and have noticed
that when the adult and young
Rainbow Bee-eaters appear in large
numbers the Striated Pardalotes
come with them. I often see a beeeater flying with a pardalote tagging
it. When the bee-eater catches an
insect and bashes it on the branch
the pardalotes then follow and eat
any left overs.

Rainbow Bee-eater with Striated Pardalote
(see also photo, p40).
Photo: Barbara Knott
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The bee-eaters appear to toss the
insect into the air so it is head first
and the wings fold back naturally
when they swallow it. Is this their
normal routine?
Barbara Knott
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and Carter. W.B. Alexander (1921) in his list of birds of the
Swan River District lists only Stubble Quail, Painted Buttonquail and Little Quail and Serventy (1948) in his list of birds
of the Swan River District lists the same three with no mention
of Brown Quail.

GROUND CUCKOO-SHRIKE AT INERING HILLS
In mid September we had our first sighting of a Ground
Cuckoo-shrike when we discovered it nesting on a remote
corner of our farm. Subsequently we have
had the joy of seeing the male and female
share egg incubation duties and more recently,
bring in food to the young. Since then we
have observed another nest, closer to the main
farm, and this nest was made of wool, just as
described by Morcombe.

Stranger also quotes Jenkins (1931), an
excellent entomologist, who stated for the
Northam District that “it breeds in the district
but is nomadic and never common”. This
statement also must have been based on
the Stubble Quail as Masters and Milhinch
We live three and a half hours drive north of
(1974), both excellent ornithologists, did not
Perth, inland from Carnamah. Has anyone else
record Brown Quail in the Northam region
observed the Ground Cuckoo-shrike in this
during their extensive study from 1930–1973.
northern mid-western wheatbelt region? We
There is thus no confirmed evidence that
would be glad to hear from you.
Ground Cuckoo-shrike on nest,
the species ever occurred in the Northam
Pauline and Peter Wittwer
Inering Hills (see also p40).
region. The Brown Quail also appears to be
Photo: Peter Wittwer
Phone 08 99511 225 or
resident and sedentary in the deep southPauline.Wittwer@bigpond.com
west (not migratory) and shows considerable
geographic variation in this State. Sedgwick (1940) in his
paper on birds of the Rockingham district lists only the
Stubble Quail (found breeding there) and observed another
species that he could not identify but quotes Whittell that the
THE OCCURRENCE OF THE BROWN QUAIL
mystery species could possibly be Brown Quail. It was most
NEAR PERTH
likely the Painted Button-quail.
In the last issue of Western Australian Bird Notes, Stranger
The recent records from Forrestdale (James 1979) are of
(2010), states that historical and recent records of the Brown
interest as the birds were regularly observed at the site for a
Quail near Perth give credibility to the suggestion that the
number of years and one was found dead on the road in 1982
species does, and did have, a much greater range in the southand another photographed at the same locality by S. Telford
west than that cited and depicted by Storr and Johnstone
(1988) and Johnstone and Storr (1998). He cites the Aboriginal in the 1980s (Figure 1, see p40). Both the specimen and the
photograph are of bright rufous birds similar to those from
name (moo-reete) from the manuscripts of John Gilbert who
far northern Australia and very different to any of our southwas an active collector for John Gould in the Swan River
colony between 1839 and 1842. Apparently in one of Gilbert’s western populations (see Figure 2, see p40, I have only one
photo).The Forrestdale specimen and photograph do not match
manuscripts he noted this species to be a “common bird in all
any of our series from the deep south-west being overall much
parts of the colony” visited by him up to 1840.
more reddish (especially on underparts) and having a much
This quote almost certainly did not apply to Brown Quail.
paler head and back.
Gilbert in fact only very briefly mentions this quail in his
Brown Quail from eastern Australia are often kept in aviaries
notes, did not collect a single specimen of this species in
and in 1989 for example there were 420 licenses issued by
Western Australia, and was certainly not familiar at all with
DEC for over 1600 birds in captivity and in 2009 a total of
this bird. Gilbert’s field notes (which are in the Zoology
70 licenses for 318 birds. Most that I have seen in captivity
Library of the Natural History Museum in London), give,
are small reddish brown birds typical of some populations in
according to Clem Fisher “not much detail, but he does
northern and north-eastern Australia.
mention Perdix australis (presumably Perdix australis
Latham, 1801 = Coturnix ypsilophora) and an Aboriginal
The question to ask here is if the Brown Quail was widespread
name for this bird in the Perth area”. He did, however, collect
in the southwest of Western Australia as stated by Gilbert and
some Painted Button-quail from the Perth and Murray River
subsequently declined in the northern part of its range, then
areas. The Aboriginal name “moo-reete” was, according to
what was the cause for this decline, considering that the other
Gould, from the “southern lowlands of Western Australia”
quails in this region are all still extant and thriving, or did
and was most likely from areas south of Bunbury-Busselton
Gilbert make a mistake and his comment referred more likely
or perhaps based on the similar “chew-chee-wit” or “choo che
to another species most probably the Stubble Quail? Workers
wheet” call of the Stubble Quail. Gilbert also did not record
will make their own call here, but judging from the Western
the Stubble Quail in Western Australia, a species that was
collected by Sir George Grey on the Murray River in 1845 and Australian Museum collections and the Storr-Johnstone data
bank there is no confirmed evidence that the Brown Quail
is still moderately common in parts of the Perth region.
occurred naturally in the Perth region and that the few recent
It is also noteworthy that the German collector Ludwig
records are based on aviary escapees or their descendents and
Preiss, who made collections of birds in the Swan River
that the distribution provided in Johnstone and Storr (1998) is
Colony between 1838 and 1842, did not record the Brown
correct.
Quail anywhere in the region. Indeed the species was also
not recorded by any of the early naturalists and collectors
I am grateful to Clem Fisher and Ian Abbott for information on
including Shortridge, Whitlock, Charter, Conigrave, Tunney
Gilbert’s notes and to Stan Telford for the loan of photographs.
Western Australian Bird Notes
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In preissi the two central tail feathers are blackish and the
outer feathers are grey, broadly edged white on the tips and on
the inner webs, and the outermost feather is white or mostly
white on the outer web. Although there is some variation in the
amount of white on the outer feathers in preissi there is always
some grey on the inner web and this is quite visible on the
photograph of the Helena Valley bird and very evident in the
Eyre photograph. These two birds are, however, at the end of
the scale for the amount of white in the tail of preissi. Figure
131 in Johnstone and Storr (2004) illustrates the differences
between these subspecies.
Apart from the differences in the tail, albicauda also differs
from preissi in having more white edging on the wing coverts
and secondaries and a very different call.

Masters, J.R. and Milhinch, A.L. (1974). Birds of the Shire
of Northam, about 100 km east of Perth, WA. Emu 74,
228–244.
Sedgwick, E. (1940). Birds of the Rockingham district. Emu
40, 129–152.
Serventy, D.L. (1948). The birds of the Swan River district,
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Storr, G.M. and Johnstone, R.E. (1988). Birds of the Swan
Coastal Plain and adjacent seas and islands. Records of the
Western Australian Museum, Supplement 28.
Stranger, R. (2010). John Gilbert and the occurrence of the
Brown Quail near Perth. Western Australian Bird Notes
135, 14.
Ron Johnstone

The song of albicauda is a rapid series of short whistles
of descending frequency, which sounds like a trill (Ford
1981) and contact calls are similar to those of preissi. It
is noteworthy that playback experiments on preissi and
albicauda showed that they responded only to their own song
and, as they no longer recognise each other vocally, they may
have speciated as has the Mangrove Grey Fantail.
References
Johnstone, R.E. and Storr, G.M. (2004). ‘Handbook of
Western Australian Birds Volume II – Passerines (Bluewinged Pitta to Goldfinch)’. (Western Australian Museum:
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THE WHITE-TAILED GREY FANTAIL
IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Ron Johnstone

In the last issue of Western Australian Bird Notes (No
135) two photographs supposedly of the White-tailed Grey
Fantail Rhipidura fuliginosa albicauda were published,
one from Helena Valley and the other from Eyre. Both of
these photographs are in fact of the Grey Fantail Rhipidura
fuliginosa preissi.

MASKED LAPWINGS ON THE MOVE?
Is the Masked Lapwing, subspecies novaehollandiae,
becoming more established along the southern regions of
Western Australia or are the sightings merely vagrants?
If we look at the historical data it appears that the Masked
Lapwing Vanellus miles novaehollandiae has only recently
colonised the south west of Western Australia (Serventy
and Whittell 1976). The first specimen (subspecies
novaehollandiae) was collected at Lake Muir in 1956.
Observations over the next decade or so came from a wider
area including Narrikup (1957) (subspecies miles), Bunbury,
Floreat Park, Goomalling and Denmark (1965). No breeding
records were mentioned at this stage (Table 1).

Subspecies preissi is a common resident, breeding visitor and
passage migrant to the lower south west of Western Australia.
Subspecies albicauda occurs in the arid mulga country of
the southern Northern Territory and the southern interior of
Western Australia north to the Hamersley Range, west to the
lower Murchison, south to Mt Gibbs and east to the edge of
the Gibson and Great Victoria Deserts.

Both subspecies are similar in size but albicauda differs
markedly in coloration of the tail and in being paler on the
upperparts and more buff on the breast and
belly. With albicauda the two outermost tail
feathers are pure white and the others (except
the central pair) are white narrowly edged dark
grey on the basal two-thirds of the outer webs
and the grey edging increases from the second
outermost to the second innermost feather. A
few specimens have a greyish tinge or diffuse
grey on the inner web of the second outermost
to the second innermost feather. Generally
Undertail of White-tailed Grey
the tail appears pure white when viewed from
Fantail.
below (see photograph).
Photo: Ron Johnstone/WAM
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No sightings are reported in the south west
of Western Australia in the new Atlas of
Australian Birds covering 1998-2002 (Barrett
et al. 2003) or in the wheatbelt atlas covering
1987-1990 (Saunders and Ingram 1995).
Johnstone and Storr (1998) describe the
Masked Lapwing as a vagrant in the south
of Western Australia. The website, Birdata,
where Birds Australia keeps its Atlas records,
shows some records for the lower south
west. Most of the recent observations make
mention of the subspecies novaehollandiae,
Western Australian Bird Notes

Table 1: Records of Masked Lapwings, including breeding records, from 1956 to 2010 in southern Western Australia. Key: M =
subspecies miles; NH = subspecies novaehollandiae; WAM = Western Australian Museum; WABN = Western Australian Bird
Notes; EBOG = Esperance Bird Observers Group; DEC = Department of Environment and Conservation; A = adult; J = juvenile/
immature.

Date
11/11/1956
13/11/1956
1/01/1957
6/06/1957
13/10/1958
13/12/1958
7/03/1959
31/10/1959
Dec. 1965
5/11/1966
3/10/1983
13/03/1986
31/10/1986
April 1987
9-21/05/1988
21/12/2002
4/01/2003
5/01/2003
1/02/2003
10/03/2003
8/05/2003
19/05/2003
5/10/2003
8/10/2003
2004
17/01/2004
8/02/2004
12/04/2004
28/04/2004
31/03/2005
9/04/2005
13-15/04/2005
4/05/2005
17/10/2005
23/10/2005
21/11/2005
16/12/2005
5/03/2006
9/04/2006
20/11/2006
18/12/2006
12/06/2007
28/07/2007
8/08/2007
11/11/2007
20/11/2007
23/05/2008
8/07/2008
24/10/2008
29/10/2008
9/11/2008
7/02/2009
21/02/2009
27/05/2009
12/07/2009

No.
2
3
1
1
2
1
1
1
1
1
2
1
1
1
1
1
2A + 2J
1
3
2
2
1
1
3
1
5
1
5
2A + 3J
1
7
5
5
nest with 3 eggs
2
1
2
1
5
1
2
4
2
2
5
nest, eggs
5
4
2
2
2
3A+1J
7
2
2
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Location
Lake Muir
Lake Muir
Lake Muir
W of Narrikup
NE of Goomalling
Moora
Floreat Park, Perry's Lake
Swamp at Cuthbert
Wilson Inlet, just inside entrance
N of Mandurah
Kojaneerup Swamp, Plantagenet
Young River, Esperance
Heirisson Island, Perth
Boulder sewage works
Yangebup Lake
Lake McLarty
4 km East of Esperance
Lake McLarty
Eyre river mouth, Cape Riche
Lake Seppings, Albany
Lake Seppings, Albany
Booragoon Lake
Mullet Lake
Esperance Golf Course
Lake Quallilup, near Lake Gore
Quarry Rd Lake (8 km E of Esperance)
Yokinup Bay
Lake Seppings, Albany
Lake Seppings, Albany
Joondalup, N of Neil Hawkins Park
Murray's property-Dalyup
Esperance Golf Course
Esperance Golf Course
Lake Towerrining, West Arthur
Murray's property-Dalyup
12 km N of Wongan Hills
Lake Seppings, Albany
The Broadwater, Busselton
Mullet Lake
Elmore Street, Busselton
Quarry Rd Lake (8 km E of Esperance)
Water treatment plant, Busselton
Lake Joondalup
Scotch College fields, Swanbourne
Murray's property-Dalyup
50 km East of Esperance
Quarry Rd Lake (8 km E of Esperance)
Lake Seppings, Albany
Station Lake, NE of Esperance
Near Denmark
Adrian Welke's property, Dalyup
Esperance Golf Course
Esperance Golf Course
Bannitup Lake, E of Esperance
Mullet Lake NR, Esperance
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Observer
V. Serventy
V. Serventy
E. Lindgren
E. Lindgren
J. Ford, A.L. Milhinch
J. Ford
J. Ford, G.F. Mees
J. Ford
N. Gray

Subspecies
NH
NH
M
M
M, NH
M
M, NH
NH
NH

Roger Jaensch
Tom Delaney
D. James et al .
Rolf Jensen et al .
Ryan Philips & Jarrad Cousin
John Darnell
Ray Garstone
Ray Garstone
David McNamara
George Miller
Ken Read
Ken Read
Bruce Buchanan
R. Jaensch/K. Read
Alan Rose
Anne Bondin
Ray Garstone
M. Hancock
M. Gibbs/K. Read
Ken Read
S. Van Alphen/K. Read
Wayne Zadow
EBOG
Laurie Boyle
Anne Bondin
BAWA campout
EBOG
Susan Abbotts
Ken Read
Dick Shore
Peter Jacoby
Rod Smith
EBOG
Geoff Lodge
Ken Read
John Dart
EBOG
Geoff Taylor
EBOG
Ken Read
EBOG
Ken Read
Peter Taylor

NH
M
NH
M
NH
M
NH
NH
M
NH
NH

Reference
WAM
WAM
WAM
WAM
WAM
WAM
WAM
WAM
WAM
WAM
WABN 28
WABN 38
WABN 40
WABN 43
WABN 47
WABN 105
WABN 105
WABN 105
WABN 106
WABN 106
WABN 107

NH
NH
NH

WABN 110
WABN 111
WABN 114

NH
NH
NH
WABN116
NH
NH
NH
NH
NH
NH
NH
NH
NH
NH
NH
M
NH
NH
NH
NH
NH
NH
NH

WABN 117
WABN 118
WABN 121
WABN 123
WABN 123
WABN 124

WABN 128
WABN 128

WABN 131
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Table 1, ctd
Date
3/08/2009
1/10/2009
2/10/2009
2/10/2009
18/10/2009
19/10/2009
8/11/2009
5/01/2010
7/02/2010
22/02/2010
23/02/2010
23/02/2010
23/02/2010
24/05/2010
25/02/2010
3/03/2010
7/03/2010
6/04/2010
16/05/2010
16/06/2010
6/09/2010
7/09/2010
26/10/2010
10/11/2010

No.
2
3
2
2
5
4
1
4A + 1J
1
2
5
3
3
1
10
1
3
1
2
5
2A + 2J
2
3
3

Location
Culham Inlet, Ravensthorpe
Culham Inlet, Ravensthorpe
Jerdacuttup Lakes
Ocean Beach Road, Denmark
Chalmers' property, Condingup
Culham Inlet, Ravensthorpe
Lake Gore
Quarry Rd Lake (8 km E of Esperance)
Elmore Lagoon, Busselton
Lake Gore, Esperance
Lake Wheatfield wetland suite
Windabout wetland suite
Windabout wetland suite
Lake Warden wetland suite
Kubitch-Quallilup flow through
Kogolup Swamp, Beeliar
Culham Inlet, Ravensthorpe
Elmore Lagoon, Busselton
Mullet Lake
Culham Inlet, Ravensthorpe
Culham Inlet, Ravensthorpe
Wilson Inlet, Denmark
Lake Seppings, Albany
Lake Seppings, Albany

Observer
John Tucker
John Tucker
John Tucker
Robyn Pickering
EBOG
Peter Taylor
EBOG
Ken Read
Ron Glencross
Bruce Buchanan
DEC
DEC
DEC
DEC
DEC
Robyn Pickering
John Tucker
Marcus Singor
EBOG
John Tucker
John Tucker
Geoff Taylor
Steve Elson
Steve Elson

Subspecies
NH
NH
NH
NH
NH
NH
NH
NH
NH

Reference

WABN 132
WABN 132

NH
NH
NH
NH
NH
NH
NH
NH
NH

they were seen most years. As Masked Lapwings are quite
vocal and aggressive birds their breeding presence should be
readily noted. There was a recent flurry of Masked Lapwing
(novaehollandiae) sightings around Perth at Yangebup Lake
and Kogolup Swamp in March 2010. Sightings of this solitary
bird extended into April and May 2010.

which originates from south eastern Australia. Subspecies
miles is resident across the northern parts of Australia.
Masked Lapwings are most likely moving from the eastern
states to Western Australia, perhaps crossing the Nullarbor
Plain, making land fall near Esperance and then spreading
westwards throughout the agricultural country. A number of
sightings emanate from the region between Esperance and
Albany. These show that not only solitary birds are being seen
but groups of up to five Masked Lapwings. Further to that
many observations are of pairs and two records make mention
of juveniles (Table 1).

Sightings remained scarce after the initial observations of
Masked Lapwing over fifty years ago. However records have
increased over the past decade, and the species is now known
to breed in the south-west.
Acknowledgements

An individual Masked Lapwing seems to have settled near
Dunsborough and a few near Hopetoun. Ron Glencross from
Dunsborough Coast and Landcare advised in February 2010
that a Masked Lapwing had been present at Elmore Lagoon
for the past three to four years. Elmore Lagoon is located
near the coast in Quindalup, which is next to Dunsborough.
The resident Masked Lapwing sometimes moves between the
coastal lagoon and the Dunsborough Lakes golf course.

Ron Johnstone from the Western Australian Museum provided
historical records and data on the Masked Lapwing, and Ken
Read and the Esperance Bird Observers Group made available
their observations from the south coast.

John Tucker, who conducts surveys near Hopetoun, reported
that he had seen Masked Lapwings at several sites such as
Culham Inlet and the Jerdacuttup Lakes since August 2009
(see photo).
The observations of juvenile birds indicate a number of
successful breeding outcomes. The first possible breeding
record appears to have been in 2003 and the following in
2004, when juveniles were seen, but it is not clear whether
they actually nested locally. Breeding in south-western
Australia was confirmed in September 2005, when Wayne
Zadow found a nest with three eggs at Lake Towerinning
(Zadow 2005).
David McNamara recounted seeing two Masked Lapwings at
Lake Sepping with three fully fledged juveniles. He mentioned
Vol 136 December 2010
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Masked Lapwing.
Photo: John Tucker
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Crossword No. 5
ACROSS
1. A parasitic problem for most birds.
3. The family group of mound-builders.
7. The total of a bird’s feathers.
8. A Mistletoebird may well deposit one on a branch.
9. Topographical feature east of Perth.
10. Shortened name of English bird introduced to Vic.
11. Handsome waders with impressive pink legs.
13. The normal time between successive moults.
14. A good one may cost you endless time and
patience.
16. Inlet south of Perth with abundant waders.
18. Widespread diving bird with stiletto bill.
19. A relative of the Australian White and Strawnecked Ibis.
22. A Red-backed Kingfisher creates one as a nest
entrance.
24. Chief food source for Willy Wagtails.
26. A rare visitor to southern Australian waters.
27. Credited with many of Australia’s early bird
descriptions.

by Pam Agar
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DOWN
1. Shorebird, often seen on open paddocks.
2. A set of eggs hatched at one time.
3. Regular movement of birds from one place to
another.
4. A wader with an upturned bill.
5. The act of performing to attract a mate.
6. One species is still harvested as a food source.
12. Of prime importance for nesting parrots.
14. WA has one breeding species of this southern
group.
15. Mount Leseur’s black-cockatoos have an unusual
relationship with one.
17. Small wader, often seen in flocks at waters’ edge.
20. Bag-like membrane.
21. Destination of many of our migratory birds.
23. Pelagic birds may not see this for months at a
time.
25. Flightless Australian bird.
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Notices
NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
BIRDS AUSTRALIA WESTERN AUSTRALIA INC.

WA TWITCHATHON
DATES: Saturday 11th/Sunday 12th
December, 2010
•

24hr Twitch: 5pm Saturday 11th – 5pm Sunday 12th

•

12hr Twitch: 5am – 5pm Sunday 12th

•

Armchair Twitch: 8hr period on Sunday 12th

Monday 28 February 2011 (to follow BAWA AGM)
Bold Park Ecology Centre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat
The Annual General Meeting of Birds Australia Western
Australia is called to consider the following agenda:

The full set of rules, along with registration forms, is available from the BAWA office or by contacting”
jgraff2@hotmail.com.

1.

Apologies.

Please register your team by 5th December.

2.

Confirmation of 2010 minutes (see BA website).

3.

Business arising.

or by phone on 0424 008 179.

4.

Follow the Big Twits Twitchathon campaign @
http://twitter.com/TheBigTwits

Chair’s Report.

5.

Treasurer’s Report.

6.
7.

Election of officers.
General business.

For further information, contact John Graff, either by
e-mail at jgraff2@hotmail.com (preferred)

Sunday 12 December:
BAWA Christmas barbecue

Bruce Haynes, Chair

The annual Christmas barbecue this year
will be held as usual, at Peregrine House,
at about 6:00 pm, on the lawn at the rear
of the building.
Bring your own food and drink, and chairs if possible.
The Twitchathon will finish at the barbecue and winners
of the various categories announced.
All members welcome.

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
BAWA Executive Committee
BAWA Inc. Executive Committee
Nominations are called for the following positions to be
elected at the BAWA Annual General Meeting and the
BAWA Inc. Annual General Meeting on 28 February 2011:
Chair
Vice Chair
Secretary
Treasurer
Committee members (up to 7)

COMBINED CHARITIES CARD SHOP
The Combined Charities Card Shop is looking for
volunteers to help sell Christmas cards. Around
twenty-seven charities benefit from the sale of these
cards, including Birds Australia Western Australia
which sold $1564.50 worth of our cards through the
shop last year.
Anyone interested in volunteering should contact the
Shop Manager, Sally Wilson, on 9310 8496 and, also,
to be covered by our insurance, either Beryl Walker on
9397 6887 or Valerie Hemsley on 9364 6573.

Nomination forms are available from the BAWA office and
should be returned by 27 January 2011.
Members are advised that some members of the current
Executive Committee will not be renominating and we are
seeking volunteers willing to attend the monthly meetings
and carry out the other responsibilities required to run
BAWA in an efficient and effective manner.
Bruce Haynes, Chair

ROTTNEST SHOREBIRD COUNT 2011
Please note that this survey will be earlier than
usual and before the other Shorebird 2020 surveys.

REMEMBER
Our Peregrine House office is closed for the
Christmas holidays from Saturday 18 December
2010 to Sunday 9 January 2011 inclusive.

The Rottnest survey will be held over the weekend
15-16 January 2011.
See Coming Events for details.

New office volunteers are always welcome
Vol 136 December 2010
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EYRE BIRD OBSERVATORY

Revised subscription rates

Environmental Awareness courses
coming up

After reviewing the costs associated with the
production, postage and distribution of WABN,
the BAWA Executive has resolved to increase the
subscription rates as from the 1st January 2011.
These rates were last revised several years ago.

CHRISTMAS AT EYRE

New rates are:

24th December – 29th December 2010 inclusive Caretakers

EVENTS COMING SOON
Bookings to be made with the caretakers

Christmas at Eyre offers that delightful combination of isolation and
comfort, sorely needed in our busy lives. Grant yourself a peaceful
week amongst the mallee and dunes of Eyre. Sleep, read, wander
or swim at the nearby beach. You can even watch birds! Enjoy the
beautiful natural environment away from the frantic atmosphere of
Christmas in the city.

WA and interstate members: $15.00 per annum
(was $12/$15 pa)
Overseas members: $25.00 per annum (was
$20 pa)

DUNE RESTORATION Special price FREE!!!!

The BAWA Executive wishes to express its thanks
to the many members who contribute articles,
drawings and photos and also to the volunteer
production team.
Bruce Haynes
BAWA Chair

9th – 14th January 2011 Inclusive – Facilitated by George &
Pam Agar
This will be the first Dune Restoration Sessions for this year.
The maximum number of participants will be 6. A grant will cover
accommodation and meals for those participants willing to work four
hours a day. The tasks include seed collection (for future planting) and
seaweed (for spreading on the dunes). Ring the Caretakers to secure
your place. Get involved.

BUSY BEE

Half price! - $280

20-26 February 2011 Facilitated by Caretakers
Where on the Nullarbor can you stay and be fed for just $45 per day?
The busy bee is organised to assist the caretakers with maintenance
and other small jobs around the observatory. We charge $45 per day
for food and accommodation for 4 hrs work each day. The rest of the
time is yours to enjoy. You may not wish to stay for the full duration.
(This is possible if caretakers are informed.)

FINDING INFORMATION IN
BACK ISSUES OF WABN

Revisit Eyre, make a contribution and have a holiday all at the same
time. Busy bees are popular so book in early with the caretakers and
avoid disappointment. Eight participants only.

WABN back copies are now on the Birds Australia
website, and it is possible to make a limited search for
information, using a keyword.

New alerts put the spotlight on pest birds

How to find a particular issue:

The Western Australian Department of Agriculture and Food has
coordinated the production of three National Animal Pest Alerts
to assist in raising public awareness about the potential risk of
new invasive species establishing populations in Australia and
becoming pests.

Go to the BA website at http://www.birdsaustralia.com.
au/ and click on the ‘Publications’ tab.
Click on ‘Reports and Newsletters’

The pest alerts, covering the Canada Goose, Red-whiskered Bulbul
and Barbary Dove, have been designed to educate the public
about the risks these emerging pests pose to agriculture, the
environment and society. This will increase community awareness
and encourage vigilance. There is a great reliance on the public to
report pest species.

Click on ‘Regional Newsletters’
Click on ‘BAWA’ (left side and bottom of screen)
Click on ‘WA Bird Notes’ (right side of screen)
Click on the Volume you are interested in – this will
allow you to download that issue as a pdf file.

Information and pictures showing these birds in the wild in
Australia have been included in the brochures. These include four
Canada Geese discovered at large in New South Wales in 2007,
and Barbary Doves at large in Melbourne.

To find a particular bit of information:
In SEARCH box at top of panel (or click on ‘Edit’, then
‘Find’)

Importantly, the pest alerts also distinguish these non-native
species from similar-looking native birds. As many reports of
introduced birds turn out to be native species, it is hoped that this
will focus reporting to the problem species.

Type in search word
Press ENTER
[Note that this works really well in most issues, but is
less successful in some of the early issues where the
type-face is less clear.]

Western Australian Bird Notes

Any sightings of unusual animals (including birds) should be
reported to the Department of Agriculture and Food’s Pest and
Disease Information Service on Freecall 1800 084 881. Information
can be downloaded from the department’s website:
www.agric.wa.gov.au by searching for ‘pest alert’.
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Annual Hooded Plover survey 2011

Summer Shorebird Counts

The annual Hooded Plover survey will take place on

– February 2011

Saturday 5 February 2011 and
Sunday 6 February 2011

The annual summer shorebird count is scheduled
for 6th February 2011. A number of sites will be
covered across WA with many site coordinators
and counters already signed up to participate. A few
sites still require additional counters for complete
site coverage.

The survey will be held in
conjunction with
the summer shorebird count.
For further information please
contact:

If you are available and interested in participating,
or would like general information about Shorebirds
2020 monitoring program, please contact:

Marcus Singor Tel: 9362 2742
e-mail: msingor@iprimus.com.au

Kim Onton: kimberlyonton@yahoo.com.au
or 0428 880 580.

Please find a survey form in this
issue of
Western Australian Bird Notes.

Sixth Biennial
AUSTRALASIAN ORNITHOLOGICAL CONFERENCE
CAIRNS, FAR NORTH QUEENSLAND

The next Australasian Ornithological Conference will be
held at the Cairns Campus of James Cook University from
28th – 30th September 2011 with the opening reception and
registration beginning on the 28th September.
Call for symposia
The conference will comprise 3 days of oral presentations
with a separate poster session on the afternoon of the
second day. Where possible the oral presentations each day
will reflect a theme established by the symposia for that
day and introduced by a plenary speaker. While symposia
and contributed papers on any topic are encouraged, in
keeping with the Far North Queensland location symposia
aligning with the theme of Ornithology in the Tropics are
particularly welcomed.
This announcement is a call for people interested in
organising symposia. Each symposium will comprise ~5
x 12 min concurrent spoken presentations on a single
theme. Symposia organisers will propose a specific theme
and contact and liaise with prospective presenters to
insure consistency of theme and full subscription to their
proposed topic.
To register interest in being a symposium organiser, or for
general enquiries about the conference
email: Brad Congdon
(brad.congdon@jcu.edu.au).
A call for contributed papers and further conference details
are to follow shortly.

BIRDS AUSTRALIA WESTERN AUSTRALIA (BAWA)
IS OFFERING
POSTGRADUATE STUDENT SPONSORSHIP
TO ASSIST ATTENDANCE AT THE AOC IN CAIRNS
28th – 30th September 2011
Sponsorships of $500 are offered for post graduate students
who are studying in Western Australia.
These will be allocated on the basis of the merit, quality and
relevance of submitted abstracts. The cut off date for the
submission of abstracts is 30th June 2011.
BAWA will notify successful applicants by email or post by
31st July 2011. A cheque for $500 will then be forwarded
and acknowledged to these people at the AOC2011.
The conditions of this sponsorship are that applicants:
• are enrolled for a postgraduate degree that is relevant to
ornithology
• are studying in Western Australia
• have registered to attend the AOC2011 for at least one
day
• are prepared to present a paper at this conference
• have not received any other subsidy or grant to attend
the AOC2011.
FURTHER INFORMATION AND THE REGISTRATION
FORM ARE FOUND ON THE BIRDS AUSTRALIA
WEBSITE.
Vol 136 December 2010
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CLIMATEWATCH WA
Calling all backyard scientists, birdwatchers and bush
walkers — help scientists address climate change.

Executive of Iron Ore and Australia, Sam Walsh, said,
“We hope that by partnering with EarthWatch to deliver
ClimateWatch in Western Australia we can educate our
young people and their families on the values of our
environment and in doing so reverse some of the issues we
are facing in this carbon-constrained world.”

Earthwatch, a not-for-profit conservation organisation,
is calling on all Australians to get their hands dirty by
observing nature from their own backyard, local park
or bushland and recording information online at www.
climatewatch.org.au.

Rich Weatherill, Earthwatch, ClimateWatch Program
Manager says, “At the opening of Conservation Week we
launched 25 additional species that have been carefully
selected especially for WA. We are asking for the eyes and
ears of the local community to keep a look out for these
new indicator species in their own
backyards, parks and suburban
streets to help us understand
what is happening to our natural
environment.”

ClimateWatch is an Australia-wide initiative involving over
100 different species from plants, to birds, frogs, mammals
and reptiles. The species have been specifically chosen by
scientists to bridge the information
gap and better understand how
climate change is affecting our natural
environment.
Andy Donnelly, Earthwatch Science
Partnerships Director says, “We're
looking for those subtle shifts in the
timing of natural cycles across the
country such as the falling of leaves or
the migration of birds.

One of the species recommended by
the WA science panel is the Whitecheeked Honeyeater (Phylidonyris
nigra). Dr Leonie Valentine, Centre
of Excellence for Climate Change,
“There are lots of things that
Woodland and Forest Health, Murdoch
bushwalkers and birdwatchers notice
University, suggests, “They have a
in nature that never get recorded, so
broad distribution (up to Geraldton)
White-cheeked
Honeyeater
we are encouraging them and anybody
and, in the eastern states, are in areas
(see also photo, p37).
else to take part.”
that are likely to be affected by climate
Photo: Keith Lightbody
change. This makes the White-cheeked
A similar program in the UK was
Honeyeater
a
good
species
for comparison”.
launched over a decade ago and has now recorded its 3
millionth observation. Climatewatch.org.au is aiming for
ClimateWatch was developed by Earthwatch, with the
hundreds of thousands of observations to be recorded
support of the Bureau of Meteorology, the Rural Industries
so that it becomes Australia’s leading data resource for
Research and Development Corporation and the University
environmental scientists studying the effects of climate
of Melbourne, in response to the challenge of climate change.
change.
Register and record your observations at;
Dr Lynda Chambers, Bureau of Meteorology, says, “In 2007
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change reported
www.climatewatch.org.au
there were 29 000 data sets around the world showing how
Rich Weatherill, ClimateWatch WA
plants and animals were responding to the changing climate.
Program Manager, Earthwatch Australia
Only six were from Australia. We need more data.”
Rio Tinto has partnered with Earthwatch to establish
ClimateWatch in Western Australia. Rio Tinto Chief

The Editors and staff of
Western Australian Bird Notes
send Christmas Greetings to all.

New members
The following people joined Birds Australia between
1 August and 31 October 2010. We look forward to
meeting you at our excursions and general meetings:

May you have good bird observing
in 2011 and remember to send at
least one contribution to WABN
during the year.
Western Australian Bird Notes

P & M Bird, K Born, G Bouteloup, R Boyle, M Brown,
E Cossio, J & B Harris, J & C Haslam, J Leggoe, J
Liddell Sansom, W J Monks, W O’Leary, C Perry, J E
Petersen, C Polson-Brown, P Rushton, J & N Ryan, P
Sadler, T Tan, J Tucker, E Walker, R Young
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Country branches
ALBANY BRANCH
September 2010 outing
Sixteen of us visited Kambellup on one of the few beautiful
sunny days we’ve had. We saw quite a range of bushbirds, as
well as Eurasian Coots and Australasian Grebes on the Kalgan
River. We then went to Syred Road where we had good views
of Western Gerygones singing much lower in a tree than usual.
An Australian Pelican was recorded there for the first time,
and we saw Hardheads, Hoary-headed Grebes and a Restless
Flycatcher along the river. Blue-breasted and Red-winged
Fairy-wrens, as well as Southern Emu-wrens, were also seen.
A really good day with a final count of 62, which included
Painted Button-quail.
Liz and Charlie Davies

12 October outing, Cranbrook area
After a brief stopover at Lake Matilda where a good number
of waterbirds were observed, the group continued to a Wandoo
woodland reserve a short distance east of the Cranbrook
townsite. Regent Parrots, Rufous Treecreepers, Western
Yellow Robins and Rufous Whistlers entertained us early on.
Sacred Kingfishers were courting and Western Thornbills
were feeding young. During lunchtime we observed a Restless
Flycatcher building a nest at the Cranbrook Golf Links, but the
highlight was yet to come. Not only did we find Varied Trillers
and Rufous Songlarks, we enjoyed watching a Crested Shriketit which some of us had never seen before. Our total score for
the day was a record 71 species.
Anne Bondin

10 August outing, Twin Creeks Conservation Reserve

Future outings

A beautiful, sunny winter’s day made it a joy to explore one
of our favourite reserves. We all enjoyed excellent views of
White-breasted, Scarlet and Western Yellow Robins. Profuse
blossoms ensured that we found numerous honeyeaters
including Tawny-crowned Honeyeater and Western Wattlebird.
Surprisingly, the Shining Bronze-Cuckoo, which usually
arrives in the region in early August, was not heard. A Fantailed Cuckoo remained the only cuckoo on our list of 45
species.

Excursions will take place on Tuesday, 14 December,
11 January, 8 February and 8 March. More details about
destinations, where to meet, etc, will be made available on
BAWA e-news. Excursion leaders will be Ray Garstone (PH:
9844 7540), Brad Kneebone (PH: 9845 2233) or Anne Bondin
(PH: 9844 1793). Please don’t hesitate to contact us if you
need further information. Our e-mail address is: albanybirds@
hotmail.com

26 September outing, Stirling Range
We knew we would be enjoying a good day when we saw
Wayne Zadow who had been conducting bird walks at the
Stirling Range Retreat arriving at the parking area. Our first
treat for the day was a pair of Tawny Frogmouths which some
of us only spotted after being told to look for a broken tree
branch. Other highlights included a flock of Varied Sittellas
building a nest and good views of an Australian Owlet-nightjar
peering out of its hollow. Western Thornbill, Scarlet Robin
(see photo p37) and Little Eagle were observed at their nest.
We found 44 different species.

A two-day course will be conducted in Albany on 6 and 7
January 2011. The course will run from 8 am – 2 pm. Ray
Garstone, Wayne Zadow and Anne Bondin will be on hand to
teach how to identify local birds. A variety of bushland and
foreshore reserves will be visited during the course.

Bird
cards for
sale!

On the first day participants will meet at Lake Seppings Bird
Walk Car Park, Golf Links Road, Albany. A $5 fee is charged
to help defray printing costs. The course is limited to 20
participants.
Please register by e-mail albanybirds@hotmail.com or phone
9844 1793.

Crossword answers No. 5
ACROSS
1 lice; 3 megapodes; 7 plumage; 8 seed; 9 scarp; 10 lark; 11
stilts; 13 year; 14 photograph; 16 Peel; 18 Darter; 19 glossy;
22 tunnel; 24 insects; 26 fulmar; 27 Gould.

Call into Peregrine House and see our beautiful
cards.

Only $1.00 ea.

DOWN
1 lapwing; 2 clutch; 3 migration; 4 avocet; 5 display; 6
shearwater; 12 hollows; 14 penguin; 15 plant; 17 stint; 20 sac;
21 Asia; 23 land; 25 Emu.

Tel: (08) 9383 7749
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Excursion reports
observation of these species also produced an active Gilbert’s
Whistler nest. Good views of Major Mitchell’s Cockatoos and
a Black-breasted Buzzard were also enjoyed.

PIESSE BROOK, 3 July
Twenty hardy members enjoyed a beautiful but cold morning
for this walk along Piesse Brook.

There was a possible sighting of a Grey Falcon by Peter Taylor
and although he quietly asked that it not be included as there
was nobody to verify the sighting, Peter is a most experienced
birder, so if in the area keep your eyes open.

The birds were not keen to show themselves in great numbers
of species and the participants had to work hard to reach a
total of 26 (including Common Bronzewing added at the end
by a member who kindly drove back to the group to report the
sighting!).

Fifty nine species were recorded and although he who guessed
the correct number did not wish to accept the
bottle of fantastic wine from his own cellar he
was eventually persuaded to accept.

The highlight was probably two Square-tailed
Kites, of which almost all participants had good
views.

Apart from Sally’s flat tyre and the entrails of
some extinct beast draped under Darryl’s car,
most appeared to have enjoyed the weekend
despite the drought conditions. While so much
of the agricultural area appeared very dry
and the rainfall at Jaurdi has been well below
average, the forest was in excellent condition
and obviously such years are part of the normal
cycle it experiences.

Many thanks to the leader, Stella StewartWynne.
Charles Merriam

LIGHTNING SWAMP, 11 September

We had ten starters for the walk and we began
Clive Napier
with a short diversion to the wetland on the
SE corner. However, despite some standing
Major Mitchell’s Cockatoo,
water, reeds and frog calls, no waterbirds were
Jaurdi.
seen. The air was filled with the calls of WhitePhoto: Ted Cawley
cheeked and Brown Honeyeaters, and we saw
plenty including many juvenile White-cheeked
Honeyeaters. Our main target bird was the Tawny-crowned
Honeyeater, and we were happy to first hear, and then see
DELL FOREST, KALAMUNDA, 3 October
it. We also found Splendid Fairy-wrens, though not the
Fourteen birdwatchers spent the morning in perfect weather
beautifully coloured male I had seen the day before.
walking through Jarrah, Marri, Yarri and Wandoo forest as
As we returned, a commotion amongst the White-cheeked
far north as a tributary of the Helena River. We saw 37 bird
Honeyeaters led us to search for an owl. Instead, a one-metre
species typical of this regrowth forest, with most species
snake, maybe a tiger, was found under their tree. We also came represented by few individuals. There were two highlights.
across a beautiful, 20 cm black headed dragon on the path. We First, we experienced one of those rare transcendental
couldn’t find it in our reptile book, though.
moments of birdwatching, when the watched became
the watcher. We had an extended period observing and
Twenty-five species were recorded (no raptors, unusual for
photographing at close range a pair of Red-tailed Blackthis location), and continual birdsong the whole way.
Cockatoos. The second notable incident was observing a male
Maris Lauva Western Spinebill feed its fledgling in an area of forest where
several males were defending their territories. Thanks to Sue
Abbotts, who led the excursion at short notice.
Ian Abbott
JAURDI CAMPOUT, 24 – 27 September
ALFRED COVE, 9 October

Twenty eight intrepid followers took the road to Jaurdi for the
long weekend. They were greeted by the news that there was
NO water either fresh or for washing. With excellent good
humour they agreed that we would all be covered by the same
perfume over the stay – SO WHAT.
Jaurdi provided the usual highlights and all the regular
specialties showed up. The Peregrine Falcon and the Little
Woodswallows appeared on the breakaways around the mining
area while Gilbert’s Whistlers were at all stops calling and
advising us of the boundaries of their territories. An excellent
Western Australian Bird Notes
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The Eastern Ospreys put on their usual show as 16 birders
gathered at the car park near Alfred Cove. A pair of distant
Black-tailed Godwits then kicked off the wader-watching for
the day, to be followed by a number of Grey Plovers (many
with remnants of breeding plumage), Common Greenshanks,
Red-necked Stints, Great Knots and a single Bar-tailed
Godwit and a Red Knot. Large numbers of Fairy Terns were
also present on the sandbars, along with a Whiskered Tern, a
slightly unusual sighting for Alfred Cove. A male Chestnut
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Teal further along the foreshore was another highlight. The
bushbirds were relatively quiet, but most people had a good
look at a pair of Striated Pardalotes coming and going from a
nest hollow. The final bird count reached exactly 50 species,
despite the relative shortage of bushbirds.

VICTORIA RESERVOIR, 14 October

John Graff

Eighteen people, including three guests (two holidaymakers
from UK) enjoyed a very pleasant walk at Victoria Reservoir.
Although very breezy at times, the sun shone and we saw 42
species. The highlight was seeing a juvenile Fan-tailed Cuckoo
being fed by a New Holland Honeyeater!
A Sacred Kingfisher watched us for quite a while and a Brown
Goshawk made sure that morning tea was enjoyed. Thanks to
all for sharing a lovely walk with us.

NIGHT WALK, KOGOLUP LAKE, 10 October

Maureen Cawley

Last year’s night walk at Wellard Wetlands failed to turn up
any night birds and, after a windy, showery day, only three
other birders turned up for a spotlighting expedition around
Kogolup Lake. However, the weather cleared up nicely
and within minutes of starting the walk we were rewarded
with excellent close views of a Southern Boobook hunting
insects. This was followed by even closer views of a Tawny
Frogmouth, and then a nice view of a Common Brushtail
Possum to round off a good evening of spotlighting. This
year’s walk also contributed data to Perth Zoo’s Tiwest Night
Stalk, which is run annually to collect data on Australia’s
nocturnal creatures. Many thanks to the three people who
showed up and possibly saved me from being the first leader
to record a zero turnout!

WOODMAN POINT, 22 October
Ten people joined the excursion to Woodman Point at low tide
which made for easy walking. Although little was seen from
the beaches, out at the point, adjacent Pied and Little Pied
Cormorants provided easy comparison. Ruddy Turnstones
were among the rocks as usual and Grey Plovers, one with
vestiges of breeding plumage, gave excellent views. The
highlights were close views of two Great Knots and a Pacific
Golden Plover flying past. Pied Oystercatchers, Red-necked
Stints and Red-capped Plovers completed the wader species.
A total of 26 species were seen on the walk.

John Graff

Sue Abbotts

Western Australia

Europe

Inering Hills, Midwest region near
Carnamah 300 kms north of Perth
Purpose built studio for birdwatchers
with separate bedroom. Sleeps
2. Mulga Parrots a surety, Inland
Dotterels sometimes, Stubble Quail
in high summer, Major Mitchell’s Cockatoos in winter.
$275 3 nights. Weekdays mainly.

Scotland. Isle of Mull. Inner
Hebrides
Secluded sprawling family
holiday house on edge of loch.
Sleeps 4 or more. Colonies
of puffins & guillemots on
adjoining islands. Wheeling
Osprey often seen over and
around the cottage.
One week from $800-$980AUD.

Charnigup Farm, central to top birding spots in
Albany region
Resident birds include Red-winged Fairy-wrens, Scarlet,
White and Yellow Robins, Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos.
The guest wing sleeps 4, from $100.00 single per night.
Self-cater or B & B. Hosts are B.A. and Albany Branch
members. Happy to share local knowledge.
www.charnigup. com.au
Trewent Farm stay. Half way between Pemberton
& Manjimup. 320 kms south of Perth
Woodland setting for old farmhouse and adjacent
cottage. Sleeps up to 8 (2 in cottage). Forest birds of the
south west encouraged by owners.
From $360 4 people for 2 nights. Extras @ $20 p.n.

Vol 136 December 2010

France. Village of Bessines-sur-Gartempe, Limousin,
3 hours’ drive south from Paris
Terrace house in sizeable village with hospital, 2-3
cafes. Hedgerows and nearby lake. Sleeps 5. European
hedgerow birdlife, nearby Parc Naturel, some waders
on lakeshore.
One week from $500-$650AUD.

More details: Peter & Pauline Wittwer, B.A members.
Contact: Pauline.Wittwer@bigpond.com
Ph (08) 9951 1225
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Observatory reports
BROOME BIRD OBSERVATORY
The Broome Bird Observatory is closed for tours and
accommodation until mid-January. Emails will be checked
and enquires will be responded to as soon as possible.
Thank you for your patience.

EYRE BIRD OBSERVATORY
Winter at Eyre this year has been marked
by a series of storms out in the Bight at
roughly monthly intervals. These events
have brought a large range of pelagic birds
to the inshore waters where some have been
seen resting and recuperating while others
became beach-washed casualties. Immature Black-browed
Albatross, Australasian Gannets and a mature Kelp Gull
were blown in by the July storms. August and September
were relatively uneventful but a gale in mid October blew
in several shearwaters, Sooty and Flesh-footed, a Yellownosed Albatross and a Great-winged Petrel. Other unusual
sightings include a small group of Straw-necked Ibis at
Cocklebiddy in June, July and again in October, and a Great
Crested Grebe in the surf in October.
In other happenings around Eyre we have had two
visits by staff from the Department of Environment and
Conservation, Esperance. The District Manager, Klaus
Tiedemann and a number of staff made their annual
inspection. They will be doing some work in the Nuytsland
Nature Reserve later in the year including installing new
signs. The second visit was a botanical survey led by Emma
Adams. The media have descended on us in the last two
days, with Emma Wynne from ABC Radio in Kalgoorlie
compiling a podcast and a film crew from Channel Nine’s
Postcards program.
Spring finally arrived in late October and the dawn chorus
now includes three Western Wattlebirds as well as the
Grey Shrike-thrush, singing a different song every day.
To our great joy we saw a Malleefowl on our way out to
Norseman.
Anne and George McKay
Volunteer caretakers

RESEARCH – from the Western Australian Museum
(see WABN 135, 36)
Ron Johnstone
We have just processed the penguin.
It is a juvenile female Fiordland Penguin Eudyptes
pachyrhynchus, registered number A37227, weight
13169 g and total length 500 mm. This species is a rare
or uncommon visitor to seas off the south and lower west
coast of Western Australia north to about Fremantle. They
are mostly found from early June to early September,
usually exhausted or dying after winter storms. This bird
is in juvenile plumage with a pale crest and whitish chin
and is a valuable addition to our research collections. We
are grateful for all those who took the time to collect the
specimen and bring it to Perth.
Shirley Slack-Smith
I received a couple of live land snails that had been left at
the Museum by Roger McCallum. According to the Locality
section of the accompanying Specimen Accession form, the
snails had been collected at the Eyre Bird Observatory. The
only entry on the “Name and Address of Owner” section of
that form is “Eyre Bird Observatory”. I would like to contact
Roger McCallum to thank him for collecting and delivering
these snails and am requesting his contact details. The
snails are a very welcome addition to our collections –
particularly because they were alive. They will be preserved
in 100% ethanol so that they could be used for genetic
analysis – should we ever have the wherewithal for such
techniques.

Photos taken by Allan Throne at the Rangelands survey at
Woolgorong (see report p13).
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater

Pied Honeyeater
Western Australian Bird Notes

31

Vol 136 December 2010

Vol 136 December 2010

32

Western Australian Bird Notes

Coming events
Code of conduct for campouts
1.

Members shall notify the BAWA office if they plan to attend
a campout, leaving name, address, phone number, and an
emergency contact.

2.

The leader is responsible for gaining consent from the
owners or public authorities to visit proposed birding areas
prior to the visit.

3.

Family pets should not be taken on campouts. If children
are taken on the campout, then parents shall take full
responsibility for them and will be held accountable for their
behaviour.

4.

While the Leader generally seeks consensus on the
arrangements for the day’s events, if a final decision is
required then this rests with the leader. Their directions
should be followed, especially in public land or parks.

5.

A compass and whistle can be invaluable if lost, or, to raise
an alarm.

6.

Participants should treat each other and the facilities
provided with respect.

7.

Participants wishing to leave any activities early should
ensure the leader is advised.

8.

Campfires can only be used if permitted at the time and

must be fully extinguished prior to leaving the camp area.
9.

Rubbish shall be disposed of properly, and if no suitable bin
is provided then the rubbish shall be taken home.

10. Members should ensure that their vehicle is in roadworthy
condition and they have adequate food, water and fuel, and
suitable clothing including footwear. Daily checks can be
undertaken using the ‘POWER’ check guide, ie, P = petrol/
diesel fuel, O = oil, W = water, E = electrical/battery, R =
rubber/tyre pressures.
11. When travelling in convoy having your vehicle ‘lights turned
on’ and always keeping the vehicle behind you in sight,
especially at turns is good practice. If they stop, check if
help is required and advise the Leader.
12. The environment should be left in its pristine condition,
and care should be taken not to disturb the wildlife or stock
animals. Always leave gates as you have found them, ie, if
they are open then leave them open, if closed then close
them.
Note:

Communication can be enhanced when travelling in
convoy and when walking through bushland to call-in
interesting sightings by carrying handheld two-way CB/
UHF radios.

Important note re campouts
Members anticipating attending campouts must notify the BAWA Office (9383 7749) of the number in their party and when they will
arrive. If you are unsure, put your name down as you can always cancel.
An emergency contact number should also be provided in case of accident.

New members
Please let the leaders know that you are a new member and don’t hesitate to ask for assistance with bird sightings.

Saturday 4 December: Big Carine Lake,
Carine
Half-day excursion

Sunday 19 December: Lake McLarty,
Murray
Full day excursion

Sunday 2 January 2011: Lake Coogee,
Munster
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park off Beach
Road, Carine. Over 80 species have
been recorded at this lake, including the
three ibis, Buff-banded Rail and various
raptors. Bring your telescope if you have
one.

Meet at 7:30 am at the gate into Lake
McLarty Reserve. Travel on the PerthBunbury Highway past Pinjarra Road,
turning right into Mills Road and
continue for approximately 1.7 km until
you see the white gate on the right. Take
your lunch, sun hat, insect repellent,
water and telescopes. Wear rubber boots
or old shoes as it will be muddy. There
should be a variety of waders at the
lake, as well as many waterbirds and
bushbirds. Note: this excursion may be
moved to an alternative venue if water
levels are unsuitable.

Meet at 7:30 am in Fawcett Road, 100 m
from Mayor Road. Nearly 100 species
of birds have been seen on and around
the lake, including nine raptors. It is a
large lake and has a path right around it
so some people may wish to do the full
circuit.

Lake McLarty has been recognised
internationally as an Important Bird
Area (IBA) so sightings from here
contribute to this BA project.

Meet at the Curtin University Boat Shed
at 7:30 am. To reach the parking area
travel along Manning Road and turn into
Elderfield Road which is on the western
side of the Trinity College playing fields.
Proceed to the end of this street and the
parking area is on the right hand side.
The walk will proceed along the river
front for about 1 km and return via a
nearby park.

For members and the general public.
Leader: Clive Nealon
Twitchathon: Saturday 11 to Sunday 12
December
See details elsewhere in this edition of
Western Australian Bird Notes.
Sunday 12 December: BAWA Christmas
barbecue
The annual Christmas barbecue this year
will be held as usual, at Peregrine House,
at about 6:00 pm, on the lawn at the rear
of the building. Bring your own food
and drink, and chairs if possible.

For members and guests only.
Leaders: Alan Collins and John Graff
(jgraff2@hotmail.com).

The Twitchathon will finish at the
barbecue and winners of the various
categories announced.
All members welcome.
Western Australian Bird Notes
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For members and guests only.
Leaders: Jan and Dave Crossley
Saturday 8 January: Waterford
Foreshore, Salter Point
Half-day excursion

Bring morning tea because, if time
permits, we will move to Salter Point
where further species may be seen.
Vol 136 December 2010
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For members and the general public.
Leader: Sue Abbotts
Thursday 13 January: Lake Monger,
Cambridge
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the most westerly car
park off Lake Monger Drive. The walk
around the lake will take 2-3 hours.
This is a good opportunity to see many
species of ducks, waterbirds, and some
bushbirds. Spotless Crakes are often
seen, depending on the water level.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Sue Abbotts
Saturday 15 to Sunday 16 January:
Rottnest Shorebird Count
This survey is part of the twice-annual
survey of shorebird sites on Rottnest
Island for both the Rottnest Island
Authority and the Shorebirds 2020
database. The island has been listed as
an Important Bird Area (IBA) on the
basis of the breeding Fairy Tern colony
and the numbers of Banded Stilts that
use this site.
The shorebird survey will take place on
the Sunday, while Saturday will be spent
reviewing the sites.
The accommodation will be booked from
Friday 14th to Monday 17th January at
9:00 am when we will need to exit the
house. Accommodation at the Research
Station is now under the control of the
Rottnest Island Authority and at no cost
apart from the cost of the UWA vehicle,
usually around $5 per head. The cooking
facilities, refrigerators, and beds have all
been updated and the building has been
cleaned and painted. You need to bring
your own food or buy it on arrival. The
group usually eats in the settlement on
the Saturday night.
Transport around the island is provided
with the use of two vehicles. Concession
ferry fares will be available.
Numbers are limited to 20 people.
Members experienced in wader
identification are required but we
can take some members who are
less confident. It is a good learning
opportunity. If you are interested in
attending please register your name and
contact details, including e-mail address,
at the BAWA office on 9383 7749.
For members only.
Leader: Sue Mather
Sunday 16 January: Kogolup Lake,
Cockburn
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park on
Branch Circus. Take the Beeliar Drive
Vol 136 December 2010

exit off the Freeway and head west,
turning left into Hammond Road and
then right into Branch Circus. Travel
along Branch Circus for about 1 km
until you see a limestone parking area
on the right. There should be a good
variety of bushbirds and waterbirds. All
three crake species are usually seen each
summer in this wetland.
Please bring your scopes and rubber
boots as it will be muddy.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Robyn Pickering
Sunday 23 January: Lake Richmond,
Rockingham
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am on Safety Bay Road,
Rockingham, opposite the Naragubup
Centre on the western side of Lake
Richmond. The walk around the lake
will take 2 to 3 hours. One hundred and
twenty-five species have been recorded
at the lake, including 14 species of raptor
seen regularly. Another interesting
feature of the lake is the thrombolites.
There are picnic facilities at the Centre,
but you need to bring your own lunch.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Mary Vaughan
Monday 24 January: Bold Park Eco
Centre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat
Meeting, 7:30 pm
Joe Tonga will give an illustrated talk
entitled “Mixed marriages — in birds,
with secrets revealed. How to keep bees
from entering your nest box”.
This is the talk that would have been
given at the cancelled meeting on 27
September
Sunday 30 January: Lake Joondalup,
Joondalup
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at Neil Hawkins Park, in
the car park at the end of Boas Avenue.
Joondalup Lake has recorded the highest
number of species for any BAWA half
day excursion with seventy five species
of birds seen in one morning excursion.
There are always lots of waterbirds and
bushbirds to be seen around this large
lake, and there could be waders as well.
Bring your telescope if you have one.

Sunday 6 February: Peel Inlet,
Mandurah
Full day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am north of the Erskine
Lakes near the end of Southmead
Green. Coming from Perth go over the
Mandurah Bypass Bridge, take the first
left into Sticks Boulevard, the first left
into Abbotswood Parkway, the first right
into Pennington Garden and the first left
into Southmead Green. We will look for
waterbirds and bushbirds around the
lakes and estuary.
The Peel-Harvey Estuary has been listed
as an Important Bird Area (IBA) as it
supports significant numbers of waders,
Fairy Terns and Blue-billed Ducks so this
survey will contribute to the monitoring
of this site.
The shore at Coodanup may also be
visited by those wishing to extend
the excursion after lunch. Bring insect
repellant, your telescope if you have
one, and come and learn about waders.
This excursion will also contribute to the
annual wader count.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Sue Abbotts
Saturday 12 February: Blackwall Reach,
Bicton
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the junction of Kent
Street and Blackwall Reach Parade. A
pleasant walk along the Swan River
along a bush track which is noted
for its population of White-cheeked
Honeyeaters. We will also look for
waders along the Point Walter Beach.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Eric Pyatt
Thursday 17 February: Garvey Park
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park, next
to the Rowing Club, at the western
end of Fauntleroy Avenue, off Great
Eastern Highway. This area has a good
variety of waterbirds and bushbirds.
Species recorded here have included
Buff-banded Rail, Spotless Crake, and
Mistletoebird.
For members and the general public.
Leaders: Maureen and Ted Cawley

For members and guests only.
Leaders: Andrew Hobbs, Wayne Merritt and
Louise Little

Sunday 20 February: Canning River
Regional Park, Wilson
Half-day excursion

Sunday 6 February: Shorebird 2020
survey and Hooded Plover survey
See Notices for details.

Meet at 7:30 am at the Kent Street Weir
car park. The walk follows a 5 km circuit
along the Canning River, viewing a
large selection of bush and waterbirds,
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hopefully with sightings of the elusive
Spotless Crake.
For members and the general public.
Leaders: George and Pam Agar
Saturday 26 February: Wellard
Wetlands, Baldivis
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the entrance to
Wellard Wetlands on the northern side of
Bertenshaw Road, 1 km from St Albans
Road. Coming from Perth, turn left off
the freeway into Mundijong Road, then
right into St Albans Road and right
into Bertenshaw Road. There should be
plenty of bushbirds and waterbirds here,
as well as several species of raptors.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Charles Merriam

Road and immediately turn into Parkes
Street. Parkes Street now only runs for
about 200 m before being shut off. Park
in this area and walk to the barrier across
the road. There should be a good variety
of waterbirds and bushbirds. Bring your
scope if you have one.

Andrew Hobbs, a member, will give
an illustrated talk on “Birds of the
Kimberley and the Northern Territory”.
This meeting will also be the occasion of
the Annual General Meeting. For details,
see elsewhere in this edition.
Saturday 5 March to Monday 7 March:
Wilgarup Lake, Manjimup
Long weekend campout
The lake and surrounding bushland
is on a property owned by Eric and
Yvonne Phillips, about 15 km north of
Manjimup, and has been developed into
a wildlife sanctuary. It is approximately
265 km from Perth.
This lake was the last known location
of the Lewin’s Rail, which is now
thought to extinct in WA. On previous
campouts, Baillon’s Crake and up to ten
raptor species have been seen here. Redwinged Fairy-wrens are seen close to the
campsite.
Travel via Bridgetown south towards
Manjimup. Watch for the ‘15 km to
Manjimup’ signpost, proceed 200 m
beyond and turn right into Wilgarup
Road. BAWA signs will direct you to the
campsite.

Leader: Robyn Pickering
Sunday 13 March: Alfred Cove,
Melville
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park in Troy
Park next to the Oval, off Burke Drive,
Attadale. There should be plenty of
migratory waders and waterbirds round
the river, and there are always bushbirds
in the park. Buff-banded Rails have been
seen here.
Leader: John Graff
Friday 18 March: Pelican Point, Crawley
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the entrance to the
sanctuary. This is to the west of the
Mount’s Bay Sailing Club, at the end
of Australia II Drive, off Hackett Drive,
Crawley. We will walk through the
sanctuary, along the river and adjacent
bushland. We will look for waterbirds
and bushbirds.

Monday 28 March: Bold Park Eco
Centre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat
Meeting, 7:30 pm
Maris Lauva, a member, will give an
illustrated talk entitled “Lake Eyre and
the sodden heart of South Australia”.
Monday 18 April: Bold Park Eco Centre,
Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat
Meeting, 7:30 pm
David Secomb, a member, will give
a talk entitled “Where do you get
the Money and the Mysteries of Bird
Calls?” Bird calls are such an important
facet to birdwatching and yet so many
are frustrated trying to identify their
origins. Using examples of those found
in the SW, David will try to untangle
some of these mysteries and explore
some of the trivia along the way.
NB: This talk is a week earlier than
usual, as April 24 is Easter Day, April 25
is ANZAC Day, and April 26 is a public
holiday.

Leader: Charles Merriam
Saturday 19 March: Penguin Island,
Rockingham
Full day excursion
Meet at Mersey Point Jetty, off Arcadia
Drive, Shoalwater at 9:30 am for Penguin
Island. The ferries travel hourly between
9:00 am and 4:00 pm and cost $12 return.
The group will walk to the various
places of interest on the island and,
if they wish, can attend the penguin
feeding in the DEC facility housing
injured or orphaned penguins. Bridled
Terns, Little Penguins and Buff-banded
Rails are often seen here and it is a haven
for nesting sea birds.
There is a nice picnic area on the island
but no shop so please bring all food and
drink requirements. Also there are nice
beaches and it is a good swimming area.

Members and guests only.

For members and guests only.
Leader: Gavin White

Sunday 6 March: Yangebup Lake,
Cockburn
Half-day excursion

Sunday 27 March: Herdsman Lake,
Stirling
Half-day excursion

Meet at 7:30 am in Parkes Street. Turn
into Osprey Drive from North Lake

Meet at 7:30 am in the car park of the
Perth Pony Club. To reach the car park,
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Leader: Claire Gerrish

For member and the general public.

Campers will need to be self sufficient
including water and can arrive as early
as Friday afternoon.
Leader: Peter Taylor

For members and the general public.

For members and guests only.

For members and guests only.
Monday 28 February: Bold Park Eco
Centre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat
Meeting, 7:30 pm followed by the AGM

drive along Jon Sanders Drive from
Perth and turn left just before you reach
Selby Street. This is one of the waterbird
refuges that never dry up. Bring your
telescope if you have one.
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Friday 22 to Tuesday 26 April: Easter/
Anzac Day Campout, Esperance
This is the best time of the year to visit
the Esperance region, as temperatures
are cooling down and rain has not yet
arrived. Birds to be seen may include
Black-faced Cormorant, Cape Barren
Goose, Hooded Plover, Banded Stilt,
Southern Emu-wren, Rufous Fieldwren,
Shy Heathwren and Rock Parrot.
Esperance is 721 km from Perth and
situated close to the Archipelago of the
Recherche which contains more than
100 islands. The area is known for its
pristine white sandy beaches and nearby
national parks.
We will be based at the Esperance
Seafront Caravan Park, Goldfields
Road, where 15 powered sites have
been booked and it also has a few
cabins available. Please phone them on
9071 1251 and say you are with Birds
Australia to book your camp site. Book
early as Easter is very popular with
people from the Goldfields area.
We will meet on Friday night at the
caravan park. Planned activities include
a trip out to Woody Island for those
who want to go and to Cape Le Grand
Western Australian Bird Notes
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National Park as well as local lakes. An extension
of the weekend is being considered, to Cape Arid
National Park.

Birds Australia Western Australia

(a division of Royal Australasian Ornithologists Union)

Western Australian Bird Notes

Please register at the BAWA office on 9383 4479
and include your email address and mobile
phone so that further information can be sent to
you closer to the date.

Subscription form
Are you joining Birds Australia for the first time, or renewing your
membership?

Members and guests only.

Do you wish to receive Western Australian Bird Notes?

Leaders: Sue Abbotts and Darryl James

If so, please complete the section below and send the appropriate fee to the
national office with your membership application.

Title

First name

Last name

Address

White-cheeked Honeyeater
(see Climatewatch report, Notices, p27).
Photo: Marj Kibby

Postcode
Phone (h)

(w)

Email

WABN subscription rates per annum
(please cross out whichever is inapplicable)
WA and Interstate Members

$15.00

Overseas Members

$25.00

Note: WABN subscription is only available with a Birds Australia
membership. For membership rates, contact Birds Australia.

Chestnut-breasted Quail-thrush eggs
(see Rangelands report, p13).
Photo: Alan Warburton

Payment details
I enclose a cheque/money order payable to ‘Birds Australia’
OR
Debit my Mastercard
___ ___ ___ ___

......../.........
Expiry date

o

___ ___ ___ ___

Visa

o

___ ___ ___ ___

___ ___ ___ ___

....................................................................
Cardholder’s name (please print)
.......................................................................
Signature of Cardholder

Post to:
Scarlet Robin (see Albany report, p28).
Photo: John Dart
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Opportunities for volunteers
This section gives members an avenue to advertise for voluntary assistance with projects, surveys, initiatives, office.

•

Atlas — surveys for this are continuing — contact Cheryl Gole Tel
9293 4958, e-mail cgole@westnet.com.au

•

Fundraising — contact Bruce Haynes Tel 9384 7426, e-mail
b.haynes@pesa.org.au

•

Monthly meeting speakers — contact Brian Wilson Tel 9293
1094

•

Shorebird 2020 survey, Sun 6 Feb — contact Kim Onton
kimberlyonton@yahoo.com.au or 0428 880 580

•

Excursion leaders — contact Sue Abbotts Tel 9444 1607, e-mail
suechat@bigpond.net.au

•

Hooded Plover survey, Sun 6 Feb — contact Marcus Singor
9362 2742, e-mail msingor@iprimus.com.au

•

Card sales — contact Beryl Walker Tel 9397 6887,
e-mail bemwalk@hotmail.com

•

Eyre Bird Observatory — dune restoration 9-14 Jan;
busy bee 20-26 Feb — contact EBO

•

Office volunteer — contact Beryl Walker Tel 9397 6887, e-mail
bemwalk@hotmail.com

Calendar of events

Birds Australia Western Australia
Office: Peregrine House
167 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat WA 6014

Sat 4 Dec: Big Carine Lake, Carine – Half-day excursion

Hours:
Monday-Friday 9:30 am to 12.30 pm
Telephone:
(08) 9383 7749
Facsimile:
(08) 9387 8412
E-mail:
mail@birdswa.com.au
Birds Australia WA web page:
birdswa.com.au
Chairman:
Dr Bruce Haynes
11 Shenton Road, Claremont WA 6010
Tel: (08) 9384 7426
E-mail: b.haynes@ecu.edu.au
Joint Editors:
Allan Burbidge
Tel: (08) 9405 5109 (w)
Tel/Fax: (08) 9306 1642 (h)
Fax: (08) 9306 1641 (w)
E-mail: allanb99@bigpond.net.au
Suzanne Mather
Tel: (08) 9389 6416
E-mail: suzannemather@bigpond.com
Production:
Distribution:

Twitchathon: Sat 11 to Sun 12 Dec
Sun 12 Dec: BAWA Christmas barbecue
Sun 19 Dec: Lake McLarty, Murray – Full day excursion
NB: There is no meeting in Dec.
Sun 2 Jan 2011: Lake Coogee, Munster – Half-day excursion
Sat 8 Jan: Waterford Foreshore, Salter Point – Half-day
excursion
Thu 13 Jan: Lake Monger, Cambridge – Half-day excursion
Sat 15 to Sun 16 Jan: Rottnest Shorebird Count
Sun 16 Jan: Kogolup Lake, Cockburn – Half-day excursion
Sun 23 Jan: Lake Richmond, Rockingham – Half-day excursion
Mon 24 Jan: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat –
Meeting, 7:30 pm

Margaret Philippson
Rod Smith

Sun 30 Jan: Lake Joondalup, Joondalup – Half-day excursion
Sun 6 Feb: Shorebird 2020 survey and Hooded Plover survey

Notes for Contributors

Sun 6 Feb: Peel Inlet, Mandurah – Full day excursion

The Editors request contributors to note:
• WABN publishes material of interest to the WA Group;

Sat 12 Feb: Blackwall Reach, Bicton – Half-day excursion

• contributions should be written or typed with double spacing—a
copy on disk or emailed would assist, especially if in MSWord as a
document without styles; do not embed pictures or graphics in MS
Word;

Thu 17 Feb: Garvey Park – Half-day excursion
Sun 20 Feb: Canning River Regional Park, Wilson – Half-day
excursion
Sat 26 Feb: Wellard Wetlands, Baldivis – Half-day excursion

• contributions to be sent direct to the Editors, either at the office or
by email:

Mon 28 Feb: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat –
Meeting, 7:30 pm followed by the AGM

Sue Mather: suzannemather@bigpond.com
Allan Burbidge: allanb99@bigpond.net.au

Sat 5 Mar to Mon 7 Mar: Wilgarup Lake, Manjimup – Long
weekend campout

• WABN uses Birds Australia recommended English names;
• except for Observations, contributions will be published unless the
contributor is informed to the contrary.

Sun 6 Mar: Yangebup Lake, Cockburn – Half-day excursion
Sun 13 Mar: Alfred Cove, Melville – Half-day excursion

• Full Editorial Policy is stated in WABN 74:10-12

Fri 18 Mar: Pelican Point, Crawley – Half-day excursion

Printing Deadlines (at the BAWA Office)

Sat 19 Mar: Penguin Island, Rockingham – Full day excursion

March 2011 issue: 1 February
June 2011 issue: 1 May
September 2011 issue: 1 August
December 2011 issue: 1 November

Sun 27 Mar: Herdsman Lake, Stirling – Half-day excursion
Mon 28 Mar: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat –
Meeting, 7:30 pm
Mon 18 Apr: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat –
Meeting, 7:30 pm

Advertising Rates

(increased as from the March 2011 issue)

Fri 22 to Tue 26 Apr: Easter/Anzac Day Campout, Esperance

1/4 page: $35.00
1/2 page: $55.00
Full page: $100.00
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BAWA members in the field

Judy and John Blyth, Les George and Sue Abbotts at Faure
Island (see report, p10, BAWA Projects).
Photo: Sue Mather

Rod Smith visits a primary school (see report, p11).
Photo: Elsa Dabbs

2010 Woolgorong/Muggon Rangelands survey (see report, p13).
Clockwise: Lunch at Muggon Station.
Time out from birding at Muggon: Robina Haynes, Carol Trethowan, Chris Lill.
Red-capped Robin at Greenough River.
Australian Hobby at Woolgorong.
Variegated Fairy-wren at Muggon.
White-winged Fairy-wren at Muggon.
All photos: Allan Throne
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Rainbow Bee-eater with dragonfly at Bold Park (see report, p18).
Photo: Barbara Knott

Ground Cuckoo-shrike, Inering Hills
(see report, p19).
Photo: Peter Wittwer

Black-winged Stilt, Thomson’s
Lake, 2 November 2010
(see report, p18).
Photo: Robyn Pickering

Figure 1 (above). Brown Quail
photographed at Forrestdale
in the 1980s.
Photo: Stan Telford

Broad-billed Sandpiper at Lake McLarty,
July 2010 (see Observations, page 10,
WABN v135).
Photo: Ron Dibbens

See report, “The occurrence of the
Brown Quail near Perth, p19.
Figure 2. Brown Quail from eastern
Australia.
Photo: Ron Johnstone/WA Museum.
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