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White-cheeked Honeyeater, Ellendale Pool, Geraldton area
(see report, p23, Members’ contributions).
Photo: Chris Tate

Northern Pintail at Erskine Lakes (see p10, Observations).
Photo: Alan Collins

Tiger Shrike photographed on Browse Island,
off the Kimberley coast
(see p11, Observations).
Photo © Rohan Clarke/wildlifeimages.com.au

Brown Falcon (see report, p18,
Members’ contributions).
Photo: Maris Lauva

A Western Gerygone that was caught on
Barrow Island (see report, p25, Members’
contributions).
Photo: Wes Caton

A White-tailed Grey Fantail, subspecies
albicauda, normally found only in arid and
semi-arid areas, netted by Michael Brooker at
Helena Valley on 3 June
(see report, p32, Excursions).
Photo: Michael Brooker

Tawny Frogmouth, Gleneagles
(see report, p33, Excursions).
Photo: Cecilia Grant
Front cover: Grey-tailed Tattler, Woodman Point, Munster.
Photo: BAWA Digital Library (Robyn Pickering)
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WA SHOREBIRD SURVEYS, SUMMER 2010
This year an online data entry system was introduced, with
the aim of reducing the amount of time involved in entering
data and reducing entry errors.

Shorebirds surveys were undertaken around Western
Australia in summer 2010 as part of the national shorebird
count coordinated by Birds Australia’s Shorebirds 2020
project.
In WA, at least 17 shorebird areas,
comprised of over 100 separate
count sites, were surveyed,
extending from Roebuck Bay through
the south-west and east to the
Esperance area (Table 1). Over 442
000 shorebirds and over 118 000
waterbirds and other coastal/wetland
birds were counted throughout
the surveys. The counts were
centred around the weekend of 6–7
February, though some counts were
undertaken in the weeks before and
after due to participant availability
and site access (Table 2). The site
coverage was the most exhaustive
of recent years, and this is a credit
to the 16 site coordinators and their
survey participants, some of whom
covered extensive areas in remote
and regional WA.

Thanks to all who participated in the
surveys for your tremendous efforts,
particularly the site coordinators
John Blyth, Anne Bondin, Les
George, Cheryl Gole, Chris Hassell,
Colin Heap, David James, Suzanne
Mather, Mark Newman, Robyn
Pickering, Ken Read, Dick Rule,
David Secomb, Marion Shaw, Toni
Webster and Boyd Wykes. Special
thanks also to those who assisted in
the proofing of this data collation.
For further information on the
Shorebirds 2020 project or to
register your interest in participating
in surveys and workshops, visit the
website at www.shorebirds.org.au.

Common Sandpiper
Photo: © Kimberley Onton

Common Sandpiper, Fremantle.
Photo: BAWA Digital Library (Robin Ashford)

Kimberly Onton
WA Shorebirds 2020 count
coordinator

Long-toed Stint with Red-capped Plover, Lake McLarty.
Photo: BAWA Digital Library (Robyn Pickering)

Black-winged Stilt chick
with Wood Sandpiper, Lake
Claremont.
Photo: BAWA Digital Library
(John Vogel)
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Table 1: Shorebird areas and sites counted during the WA summer 2010 shorebird count. Sites counted are not exhaustive and a guide
only – visit the Shorebirds 2020 website (www.shorebirds.org.au) for maps and further information about the sites.
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Table 2: Shorebird and other wetland and coastal bird counts from summer 2010 shorebird surveys across Western Australia. Refer to Table 1 for specific notes about count dates and site
coverage. n/c: present but not counted. (Table 2 continued on next page)
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Letters to the Editors
eastern and western ends of the park, upgrading recreation
facilities and development of a coastal walk trail.

Editor’s note: This expression of appreciation for the Mt Gibson
campout has been received and as a number of members contributed
to Joanne’s enjoyment we are publishing this email.

The Friends of the FRNP consider the roads and facilities
will be a positive benefit for the local communities without
negatively impacting the park and do support this part of
the project. They have major concerns, however, with Stage
1 of the coastal walk trail, which will link Hamersley Inlet
and Point Ann through the Wilderness Zone of the park.
The current concept prescribes trail markers and overnight
camping facilities a day’s walk apart.

Dear Editors
Hello Pam, George, Ruth, John.
I just wanted to say thanks so much for a wonderful weekend
of ‘birding’! I was most appreciative of how welcoming you
were to us ‘non-birdos’ and your tolerance of me and my other
interests (wetlands and bugs)!
The shield shrimp
(found in a claypan)
are Triops australiensis
and the fairy shrimp
I collected from
gnammas the next day
were Branchinella
longirostris.

Clear links have been demonstrated between the spread of
Phytophthora dieback and walk trails in the Stirling Range
National Park (which is now 80 per cent affected by the
disease). Walk trails in both Tasmania and New Zealand have
also been wicks for accelerating the spread of the disease
through their national parks.
As the Department of Environment and Conservation’s
(DEC’s) own data reveal that 20 per cent of Stirling Range
National Park visitors also visit the almost dieback-free
Fitzgerald, the Friends of FRNP are gravely concerned for the
future of the Fitzgerald River National Park due to the high
potential and strong precedent for the introduction and spread
of Phytophthora dieback into the Wilderness Zone.

Shrimp seen at Mt Gibson (see report,
p32, Excursions).
Photo: Jennifer Sumpton

You certainly are all
very friendly folk and
were very generous in
sharing your knowledge
of our feathered friends! It was great to take part in such a
well organised, successful and fun trip, in such a beautiful and
diverse environment.

The Friends are of the strong view that the trail remain an
unmarked track without infrastructure development until
DEC has been able to demonstrate that it has arrested the
spread of Phytophthora in the Stirling Range National Park
and is capable of managing further loss of biodiversity by
this disease. If the resources and commitment exist to extend
that as yet unattained management capacity to the Fitzgerald
Biosphere Reserve, only then should development of the core
of the FRNP be considered.

Thanks again and it was great to learn so much!
Joanne O’Connor
Dear Editors
We would like to comment on the recent introduction of
colour to WA Bird Notes.

The Friends believe that tourism in the Ravensthorpe Shire
will be best served by adding good walk trails between
Culham Inlet and Hamersley Inlet, the Recreation Zone of
the park. East Mt Barren provides fantastic potential for an
interpreted geological and flora walk from Culham Inlet to
Mylies Beach. This is where the $4 million funding allocated
for the ‘coastal walk trail’ should be allocated, not towards
encouraging increased visitation with its unmanageable
dieback risks into the core wilderness and biodiversity
reservoir of the park.

We are not happy with the colour pages and feel that WA Bird
Notes is a grass roots newsletter. A plain newsletter that is
great to read in black and white. After all, once the newsletter
is read it is filed away maybe to be read at a later date. Colour
inks have to be used to produce such a newsletter, and these
are non-renewable resources. Colour must be an extra cost to
us members. Think of the environment and stay with the black
and white look. Leave the colour to Wingspan.
Allan and Sandy Rose

DEC has stated that this walk trail “will require minor
amendment to the management plan”. We believe that
although individual prescriptions may require “minor”
changes, these changes will underpin a major dilution of the
management philosophy for the Wilderness Zone. Increased
vehicle visitation for maintenance of toilets and water points
will be required, as will access for rescue, let alone illegal
access, which DEC at present has difficulty controlling.

Dear Editors
At risk: Fitzgerald Biosphere Reserve Flora
The Fitzgerald River National Park (FRNP) is an
internationally recognised UNESCO Biosphere Reserve
and is listed for its natural values on the Register of the
National Estate of Australia. A major $40 million upgrade
in roads and park facilities is currently underway as part of
the ‘FRNP Improvement Project’ funded by the Federal and
Western Australian Governments. The project has three main
components: sealing roads to improve tourist access to the
Western Australian Bird Notes

The FRNP Management Plan is open for public submissions
as part of the amendment process. Please make submissions to
let both Federal and State Governments know where you think
your public funding should be spent in the FRNP.
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For further information please contact:

Detailed information on the concept plans for the FRNP
Improvement Project can be viewed at the Department of
Environment and Conservation’s (DEC) website:

Anne Gadsby, 9837 4063 or email anngad@wn.com.au
Paula Deegan, 9842 0008

http://www.dec.wa.gov.au/frnp

Anne Gadsby
Vice President
Friends of the Fitzgerald River National Park

Proposed Amendments 2010 to the Fitzgerald River National Park
Management Plan 1991-2001 can be viewed and downloaded from:
http://www.dec.wa.gov.au/haveyoursay
Closing date for submissions is 1st October.
Friends’ position statement can be found at:
http://fitzgeraldfriends.org.au

Observations
Royal Spoonbill – 1, 18-23/07/10, Erskine Lakes (Erskine) –
MN (uncommon in the south west)

This list has been compiled by the WA Rarities Committee.
Metropolitan suburbs or shires are in parentheses. Please
report interesting observations to Alan Collins (9291 4219) or
preferably sightings@birdswa.com.au) or to the BAWA office
(9383 7749). Sightings are included on the BAWA web site
(birdswa.com.au) as soon as possible, and the most interesting
are selected for inclusion in the next WABN.

Australian Bustard – 1, 04/05/10, Furnissdale Road
(Furnissdale) – HA (uncommon in the metropolitan area)
Arctic Jaeger – 3, 09/07/10, Woodman Point (Munster) – AC
et al. (uncommon in winter)
Arctic Tern – 1, 12/07/10, North
Mole (North Fremantle) – RP (photos;
uncommon in the metropolitan area)

The names and order follow Christidis,
L. and Boles, W. (2008) (Systematics
and Taxonomy of Australian Birds,
CSIRO Publishing).

Rufous Treecreeper – 1, 11/05/10,
Bold Park (Floreat) – JE (uncommon in
the metropolitan area)

Highlights. The highlight was the
sighting of a female NORTHERN
PINTAIL near Mandurah. This is the
third record for Western Australia. The
first was a male at Chandala Swamp in
July 1986, and the second was a male
at Parry Lagoons in November 2004.

Restless Flycatcher – 1, 26/05/10,
ALCOA Wellard Wetlands (Baldivis)
– RD (uncommon in the metropolitan
area)

SOUTH WEST (Shark Bay to
The Semi-palmated Plover reported in Northern Pintail at Erskine Lakes (see also page 2).
Cape Arid)
Photo: Alan Collins
WABN 133/134 at the Broome sewage
Letter-winged Kite – 1, 15/07/10,
works was still present until at least late
Mullewa Cemetery (Mullewa) – ASR
June. The Radjah Shelduck reported
(vagrant in the south west)
at Bibra Lake in WABN 133/134 was reported again at Bibra
Lake and Yangebup Lake and was still present in early June.
Broad-billed Sandpiper – 1, 15-24/07/10, Lake McLarty
(Murray) – JG et al. (rare in the south west in winter)
A Dusky Moorhen was seen during the Rio Tinto Birdwatch
weekend at the Argyle Diamond Mine. This follows on from a
Western Bowerbird – 1, 18/06/10, Korrelocking Townsite
sighting on the previous Birdwatch in 2008. This is a long way
(Wyalkatchem) – PL (rare in the south west; video)
north of its normal range.
Crested Bellbird – 1, 30/05/10, Dryandra State Forest
(Cuballing) – FM (believed to have died out at Dryandra)
There were two reports of Night Parrots from the Pilbara,
but neither has been confirmed. Subsequent observations at
ARID ZONE
one site only revealed the presence of the Elegant Parrot, a
Brolga – 3, 23/07/10, Uendoo Creek Road (Carnarvon) – RA
species that was not recorded by the initial observer.
(south of normal range)
METROPOLITAN (UBD Street Directory)
Purple-crowned Lorikeet – 15, 05/05/10, 2 km S of Payne’s
Find (Payne’s Find) – FO et al. (north-east of normal
NORTHERN PINTAIL – 1 female, 20-22/07/10, Erskine
range)
Lakes (Erskine) – JG, GH et al. (3rd record for Western
Elegant Parrot – 1, 12/06/10, Skull Springs Road, about
Australia; photographs)
80 km E of Nullagine, at 21 52 15 S, 120 48 29 E (East
Flesh-footed Shearwater – 2, 12/07/10, Point Peron (Peron) –
Pilbara) – FP, JM (photographs) * 3, 17/06/10, Point
AC et al. (uncommon in winter)
Samson (Roebourne) – DJ (north of normal range)
Vol 135 September 2010
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Pictorella Mannikin – 3, 17/06/10, Point Samson
(Roebourne) – DJ (south of normal range)

OBSERVERS
AC = Alan Collins
ASR = Allan & Sandy Rose
CG = Cheryl Gole
DJ = Darryl Jones
FM = Frank Mattiske
(Victoria)
FO = Frank O’Connor
FP = Frank Pierce
GH = Greg Howell
HA = Heather Adamson

KIMBERLEY
DUSKY MOORHEN – 1, 17/07/10, Argyle Diamond Mine
village sewage ponds (Wyndham – East Kimberley) – CG
et al. (2nd record at Argyle; well north of normal range)
Tiger Shrike – 1, 22/04/10, Browse Island, RC et al. (photos;
vagrant in Australia) (see photo on page 2)
ASHMORE REEF

JE = Jane Emberson
JG = John Graff
JM = Janet Mattiske
MN = Mark Newman
PL = Phil Lewis
RA = Robin Ashford
RC = Rohan Clarke
RD = Ron Dibbens
RP = Robyn Pickering

Tiger Shrike – 1, 20/04/10, West Island, RC et al. (rare
vagrant)

Birds Australia WA reports
CHAIR’S REPORT

Grants

Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo

BAWA is awaiting the outcome of two further substantial
grant applications.

The $250 000 NRM grant reported on the front cover of
the June issue of WABN is now being put to work. BAWA
has appointed Claire Bartron to be Project Officer based at
Narrogin. She will work with Raana Scott who continues
as Project Manager based at Esperance. Raana has carried
this project over the past 12 months in quite difficult
circumstances and deserves our appreciation for a job well
done.

Country branches
BAWA has supplied binoculars, radios and telescope to
each country branch to assist them provide for visitors on
excursions and surveys.
Film
Negotiations are at an advanced stage on a contract to
make a 30 minute TV quality documentary on BAWA’s
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo Recovery Project. The film is to
be funded by a generous private donation. It is hoped the
World Premier will be at the Conservation Forum to be held
in Perth in May 2011.

Australasian Bittern
Lotterywest approved a grant of $136 000 to undertake
surveys and habitat research in south west wetlands.
Congratulations to Robyn Pickering for her work leading to
this success. As usual, Liz Walker was most helpful in her
role on the Grants Committee.

Bruce Haynes

BAWA projects
to clarify that. Brice Wells followed with a presentation on
whistlers. Questions followed for the presenters to answer.

BAWA ADVANCED CLASSES, July 2010
The Advanced Classes proved to be as popular as ever with
48 attendees on Saturday 24 and 28 attendees on Sunday
25 July. On Saturday Frank O’Connor gave a review of the
raptors showing comparisons with similar birds. Brice Wells
followed with a presentation of herons and egrets, pointing
out the specific ID details. Sunday was a presentation, the first
of its kind, showing the characteristics of young birds, which
is a great help in identifying who is the parent. Many young
birds do not resemble the adult at all and Rod Smith helped
Western Australian Bird Notes

Thanks to Annette Park, Liz Walker, Ruth Greble and Valerie
Hemsley for helping with the trading table and morning tea.
Requests for classes on birds for next year may be sent to
the Community Education Committee, at the Birds Australia
Office. (See photo on page 43.)
Elsa Dabbs
Secretary, Community Education Committee
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Jobling, J.A. ‘The Helm Dictionary of Scientific Bird Names’.
598 JOB

LIBRARY NEWS
The BAWA Library continues to acquire new books to satisfy
all tastes. Recent acquisitions include:

Robin, L. et al. ‘Boom and Bust: Bird Stories for a Dry
Country’
— a readable account of how various species such as native
hens, Zebra Finch, Grey Teal, Australian Pelican, Night
Parrot and Emu manage to survive in the more arid parts of
Australia.

‘A Bird’s Eye View of Rottnest Island’. (Rottnest Island
Authority)
— in his review in WABN 131, John Blyth described this
little book (as) “beautifully edited and presented. With many
excellent photographs and interesting text….a must-have
for anyone visiting Rottnest”. (598.0994 RIA). A few copies
are available for purchase ($6.00) at Peregrine House.

Tudge, C. ‘The Secret Life of Birds’. 598 TUD
— recommended by several BAWA members.

Chambers, S. ‘Birds of New Zealand – Locality Guide’.
598.0993 CHA

Suggestions for further purchases are welcome.
Library Hours: Monday to Friday 9.30 to 12.30
Location: Peregrine House, Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat

Lindsey, T. ‘Parrots of Australia’ (New Holland). 598.71 LIN
Rowland, P. ‘Photographic Guide to the Birds of Australia’
(New Holland). 598.0994 ROW
— these are both useful pocket-sized field guides in New
Holland’s Green Guide Series.

Stewart Houghton
Hon. Librarian

Sinclair, I. and Ryan, P. ‘Photographic Guide to the Birds of
Southern Africa’. 598.096 SIN

SPECIES IDENTIFICATION REFERENCES

Van de Kam, Jan. ‘Invisible Connections: Why Migrating
Shore Birds Need the Yellow Sea’. 598.33 VAN
— contains many excellent close-up photographs of waders.

The following list may help members identify the differences
between species that are sometimes difficult to differentiate.
All the references are from Wingspan. Newer members will
find back copies of this journal in the BAWA Library.

Ziembicki, M. ‘Australian Bustard’. (CSIRO). 598.5 ZIE

Maris Lauva

And for Iuvencus and other literary inclined members:

Wingspan
issue

Subject

Page

Details

1994-12

Terns

17

Common, Arctic, White-fronted, Roseate.

1995-03

Button-quail

26

Buff-breasted, colour plates, Chestnut-backed & Painted Button-quail, Brown Quail.

1995-06

Gulls

34

Black-backed. Pacific and Kelp. Many Colour photographs.

1995-09

Honeyeaters

34

Honeyeaters with yellow ear-spots: Lewin’s, Yellow-Spotted, Graceful. Colour plates.

1995-12

Corvids

38

Distribution maps, photographs, colour plates.

1996-09

Grey Butcherbird

30

Ageing, sexing and plumage evolution. Colour photographs of specific birds evolving over
an extended period.

1997-03

Arid land
thornbills

28

Chestnut-rumped, Inland, Slaty-backed, Slender-billed, Western. Colour photographs.

1997-06

Egrets

26

Eastern Great, Intermediate, Cattle, Little, Eastern Reef. Colour photographs.

1998-03

Coastal
Neophema
parrots

10

Blue-winged, Elegant, Rock, Orange-bellied.
Part 1: Group Characteristics
Colour photographs.

1998-06

Coastal
Neophema
parrots

24

Blue-winged, Elegant, Rock, Orange-bellied.
Part 2: Species descriptions
Colour plates.

2001-09

‘Grey’ raptors

12

Grey Falcon, and other raptors frequently misidentified as such. Colour photographs,
characteristics tables with colour plates.

2002-06

‘Red’ raptors

12

Red Goshawk and others. Colour photographs, characteristics tables with colour plates.

2003-06

Flycatchers

14

Leaden, Satin, Broad-billed, Shining, Paperbark, Restless.

2004-09

Cuckoo-shrikes

26

White-bellied and Black-faced. Tables, colour photographs, colour plates. (distribution map
is incorrect).

2004-12

Terns

22

Gull-billed Terns. Distinguishing residents from immigrants.

2005-03

‘Brown’ raptors

18.

The final of three articles. Colour photographs, characteristics tables with colour plates.

2006-06

Fruit Doves

26

Superb, Rose-crowned, Wampoo. Colour photographs.
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The naming of birds
Columbiformes
Columbidae
The pigeons or doves — Latin columba. Whether to call one
of this family a dove or a pigeon is a moot point and really
there is not any difference except for size, the doves being
smaller than pigeons, for example, in Europe the Rock Dove is
the Rock Pigeon!
Ocyphaps lophotes — Crested Pigeon. From the Greek ochyos
meaning swift and lophotes meaning crest possessor.
Other names are Topknot, Topknot Pigeon (both these names
are confusing as Lopholaimus antarcticus is the topknot
pigeon), Crested Bronzewing, Crested Dove, Saddleback
Pigeon (it has a slight depression on the back), Whistlingwinged Pigeon, Whistle-winged Pigeon and Wire-wing
(relating to the noise that flocks can create whilst flying).

phaps): albipennis from the Latin albus, meaning white and
penna meaning feather. These birds as expected mainly live
in rocky surrounds and have some white feathers, the very
noticeable wing bars, seen in flight.
Found in Australia are the nominate and boothi, named
after Brian Booth (1918-2008), an English ornithologist and
explorer.
Geopelia cuneata — Diamond Dove. The Latin name is
ground pigeon and cuneata means wedge shaped. Usually
this refers to the tail but in this bird it is the wings that are so
shaped. The upper half of the wings and the shoulders are a
brownish-grey, scattered about with small white spots circled
in black, thus the diamond appearance.
All the other names are mostly unsatisfactory and they are
Turtle Dove, Little Dove, Little Turtle-dove and Red-eyed
Dove.

Australian subspecies are the nominate and whitlocki after
Frederick Whitlock who arrived in Western Australia from
England in 1901 and died in Bunbury in 1953.
Geophaps plumifera — Spinifex Pigeon. Greek meaning earth
pigeon found in spinifex and other arid habitats. Plumifera
means bearing feathers and refers to the upright longish crest.
The Geophaps pigeons are mainly ground dwellers flying only
when they have to. Spinifex refers to the Triodia genus and
not the Spinifex genus. Triodia are hummock grasses found all
over arid Australia and these pigeons often create their nests in
the hummocks (small hills of compact grass).
Other names are Red-plumed Dove, Red-plumed Pigeon
(the red probably refers to the reddish, coppery colour on the
underside of the wings and not to the red eye patch), Plumed
Dove, Plumed Pigeon, Plumed Bronzewing, Ground Dove,
Rust-coloured Bronzewing, Western Plumed-pigeon, Whitebellied Plumed-Pigeon, Red-bellied Plumed-pigeon, Spin Pig
(the pig of the spinifex due to its pig-like habit of nosing about
the ground).
Found in Australia are the nominate and leucogaster (white
bellied) and ferruginea (rust coloured).
Geophaps smithies — Partridge Pigeon. Smithies is named
after Sir James E. Smith (1759 – 1828), an English botanist
and president of the Linnean Society of London. Partridge
Pigeons are not very partridge like except maybe for their
foraging about the ground and partridge-like escape when
flushed.

Geopelia striata — Peaceful Dove. Striata means striped or
striated referring to its neck markings. They are thought by
some to be non-aggressive birds, hence their English name.
Other names are Zebra Dove, Turtle-dove (not a good name),
Placid Dove, Barred Dove, Barred Ground-dove, Doodledoo, Doo-doo (these last two names are from its voice), Four
O’clock Dove and Ground Dove.
Found in Australia are clelandi, after J.B. Cleland (1878–
1971), South Australian pathologist and ornithologist, and
placida (placidus quiet, gentle).
Geopelia humeralis — Bar-shouldered Dove. Humeralis
just means shouldered, hence a pure translation although a
shouldered (pale coppery or pinkish coloured) earth dove as
a literal translation does not make a lot of sense when the
adjective bar is omitted!
Other names are Mangrove Dove, Scrub Dove, Pandanus
Pigeon (that is like the Pandanus Palms) and River Pigeon.
All refer to assorted habitats where it may be found but
considering that it is fairly common throughout its range, a
habitat describing name seems superfluous.
Found in Australia are the nominate and hedlandi (from Port
Hedland).

Found in Australia are the nominate and blaauwi after
F.E. Blaauw who was an early twentieth century Dutch
ornithologist and aviculturist.

Ptilinopus regina
— Rose-crowned
Fruit Dove. Greek
ptilon – feather
and pous – foot.
Regina (Latin)
queen. The
feathers extend
slightly down the
legs and it has a
regal appearance.

Petrophassa albipennis — White-quilled Rock Pigeon. From
the Greek petros meaning rock, phassa meaning pigeon (cf

Other names,
all of which are

Other names: Partridge Bronzewing. Red-eyed Squatter, Bareeyed Pigeon (they have an eye stripe which varies from brown
through yellow to red depending upon race and maturity) and
Bare-eyed Partridge Bronzewing.

Western Australian Bird Notes

13

Spinifex Pigeon (ssp. plumifera).
Photo: BAWA Digital Library (Georgina
Steytler)
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Ducula bicolor — Pied Imperial Pigeon. Pretty obvious the
derivation has synonymous Latin and common names.

variations on a theme are Red-crowned Pigeon, Pink-cap,
Pink-capped Fruit-dove, Pink-headed Dove, Red-crowned
Fruit-dove, Red-crowned Fruit Pigeon, Rose-crowned Fruit
Pigeon and Rose-crowned Pigeon.
Found in Australia are the nominate and ewingii after T.J.
Ewing (1813–1882), English clergyman and ornithologist.

Other names are Torres Strait Imperial-Pigeon, Torresian
Imperial-Pigeon, White Nutmeg-Pigeon, Nutmeg Pigeon,
Spice Pigeon (part of its diet is nutmegs where available) and
Australian Pied Imperial-Pigeon.
The Australian sub-species is spilorrhoa (spilos spot orrhos
rump).

Ducula whartoni — Christmas Island Imperial Pigeon. After
Rear-Admiral Sir William James Lloyd Wharton (1843–
1905), British hydrographer of the Indian Ocean.

Iuvencus

Other names are Christmas Island Pigeon, Black ImperialPigeon and Dusky Imperial-Pigeon.
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JOHN GILBERT AND THE OCCURRENCE OF THE
BROWN QUAIL NEAR PERTH

Abbott, I. (2009). Aboriginal names of bird species in south
west Western Australia, with suggestions for their
adoption into common usage. Conservation Science
Western Australia 7, 213-278.

Storr and Johnstone (1988) state that records of the Brown
Quail on the Swan Coastal Plain are probably based on aviary
escapees or their descendants. Storr (1991) and Johnstone
and Storr (1998), give its natural range in the south west as
the extreme south west of the state, north to Cape Naturaliste,
Bridgetown and Lake Muir and east to Cheyne Beach, and on
Breaksea and Bald Islands.

Cake, M. (2008). Cited in ‘Observations’, Western Australian
Bird Notes 127, 6.
James, D. (1999). Brown Quail at Forrestdale. Western
Australian Bird Notes 91, 15-16.

However, Abbott (2009) cites the Aboriginal name (moo-reete)
of the Brown Quail at Perth from the manuscripts of John
Gilbert, ornithologist and collector, who was active in Western
Australia during two visits between 1839 and 1842. In one of
his manuscripts Gilbert notes it to be a “common bird in all
parts of the colony” visited by him up to 1840 (I. Abbott, pers.
comm.).
This early record gives credibility to later observations
made outside the range cited by Storr (1991) and shown by
Johnstone and Storr (1998), including Kimber (1972) near
Dwellingup, James (1999) at Forrestdale, Sandilands (2001)
in John Forrest National Park, Phillips (2006) at Munday
Brook, Canning Road, and Cake (2008) at Thomson’s Lake.
Sedgwick (1940) possibly saw the species near Rockingham,
and Jenkins (1931) stated that though nomadic at Northam, it
bred there. Thus the species does and did have a much greater
range than that cited and depicted by Storr and Johnstone in
their various works.

Johnstone, R.E. and Storr, G.M. (1998). ‘Handbook of
Western Australian Birds: Vol 1, Non–Passerines. Emu to
Dollar Bird’. (Western Australian Museum: Perth).
Kimber, P. (1972). Birds of the Jarrah forest. Forest Focus 7,
5-7.
Marchant, S. and Higgins, P.J. (Eds.). (1993). ‘Handbook of
Australian, New Zealand and Antarctic Birds. Volume
2: Raptors to Lapwings’. (Oxford University Press:
Melbourne).
Phillips, R. (2006). Cited in ‘Observations’, Western
Australian Bird Notes 117, 6.
Sandilands, P. (2001). Where plateau and plain meet:
birdwatching in John Forrest National Park. Western
Australian Bird Notes 99, 1-6.
Sedgwick, E. (1940). Birds of the Rockingham District. Emu
40, 129-152.

Since Gilbert’s day the abundance of the Brown Quail seems
to have decreased over much of its geographical range in
southern Western Australia, which seems to have contracted
to the extreme south west corner, with apparent occasional
irruptions as far as Perth, and formerly as far inland as
Northam.

Storr, G.M. (1991). Birds of the South-West Division of
Western Australia. Records of the Western Australian
Museum, Supplement 35.
Storr, G.M. and Johnstone, R.E. (1988). Birds of the Swan
Coastal Plain and adjacent seas and islands. Records of the
Western Australian Museum, Supplement 28.
Robert Stranger

I am grateful to Dr Ian Abbott for helpful comments on this
note.
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Jenkins, C.F.H. (1931). Birds of the Northam District, W.A.
Emu 31, 30-35.
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GREENSHANK TRAVELS FROM CHINA

25 years ago

The importance of flagged waders and the reporting of
sightings are evident from this report.

June 1985: The Birds Australia office was then located at
Canning Bridge.

A Common Greenshank, Tringa nebularia, was sighted near
Hopetoun on 28 December 2009 with a white flag over a
black flag both on the right tibia (upper leg) (see photo).
This bird was flagged at Chongming Dao, Shanghai, China,
approximate co-ordinates 31° 27’ N and 121° 55’ E, where
the flag combination White/Black was used between April
2003 and April
2006. The resighting
was a distance of
approximately 7276
km with a bearing of
182° from the marking
location.

Elizabeth King wrote about seeing three groups of Fork-tailed
Swifts, totalling around 80 birds, flying up the Canning River.
The belief at that time was that they appeared during bushfires
(as in this case) to feed on insects disturbed by the fire.

Sightings of waders
with this leg flag
combination and
this far south in
Common Greenshank near Hopetoun,
Western Australia are
with leg flags.
Photo: John Tucker
uncommon. These
records contribute to
our understanding of
the migration of birds in the East Asian-Australasian Flyway.

Reporting for the Atlas
On each and every bird
Would have brought me pleasure
If they’d only take my word

RAOU received funds from Australian National Parks and
Wildlife service to conduct surveys of the Western Whipbird
and Western Bristlebird to establish their status, as it was felt
their range was much reduced.
Maris Lauva
REPORTING FOR THE ATLAS

These learned wise professors
Said, “She couldn’t see that there!
Identity mistaken!
The place she said was where?”

Any flag sightings can be reported on the Australasian Wader
Studies Group website at http://www.awsg.org.au/reportform.
php.
John Tucker

I filled in sheaves of papers
Though I couldn’t see the use.
“How did I know the bird was pied?
Or that it was a goose?”
I said the bird was black and white
The fact is there were two,
Long necks outstretched, and honking –
That’s not what wagtails do.

SNIPPETS FROM THE WABN ARCHIVES
65 years ago

And neither does a Mudlark
Nor do they have web feet
And even magpies are not large,
Though black and white and neat.

No.2 May 1945: This is the first record of Western Australian
Bird Notes in our library. It consists largely of the proceedings
from regular meetings of members of the Royal Australasian
Ornithologists Union (RAOU) in Western Australia.

The birds I saw were two Pied Geese –
Not wrens, or coots or crows
For though you don’t believe it,
Pied Geese are birds I knows!

4th meeting of RAOU (WA) at the Western Australian
Museum. RAOU presented the museum with the Butler
Canning Stock Route collection, dating from a 1930-31
expedition. It consisted of over 200 bird skins. Attendees
included D.L. Serventy and V.N. Serventy.

M Byrne

32 years ago
No. 3 May 1978: Western Australian Bird Notes was reinstated
after a hiatus of 31 years.
The Eyre Bird Observatory had just been established, with a
lot of volunteer work to restore parts of the old Eyre Telegraph
station. The editors made a request for donations of items
to make the observatory “more hospitable”. Items requested
included blankets, books, binoculars and “1 very large iron
kettle … suitable for a wood stove, the sort with a tap in the
bottom”.

The Wedge-tailed Shearwater is the only species of shearwater
that breeds in the vicinity of Perth, namely, on Rottnest and
Garden Islands (Storr 1991). Storr and Johnstone (1988) state
that it was not reported to John Gould as occurring here in the
1840s, and that it was first collected on Carnac Island in 1917.
However, an earlier record of “mutton birds” on Carnac Island
comes from the diaries and letters of the early colonist, George
Fletcher Moore (Cameron 2006), namely,

The 1978 Field Excursion was to be held at Mt Augustus.
Three camps were to be established from 26 August to 9
September. Water, meat and fuel were to be available at cost.
Western Australian Bird Notes
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SHEARWATER ON CARNAC ISLAND
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“Saturday [16 February 1833]. … we anchored in shelter of Carnac
Island, landed, and spent the day … Men caught some young
“Mutton birds” in the holes in which they burrow like rabbits. The
natives [two Aborigines from King George Sound] were very anxious
to be permitted to remain all night to catch them [the adults] as it
appears that the old ones do not come home before night …”

References
Cameron, J.M.R. (Ed.) (2006). ‘The Millendon Memoirs:
George Fletcher Moore’s Diaries and Letters, 1830-1841’.
(Hesperian Press: Perth, WA.).

6. With good fortune (which did not attend Perth) it becomes
appreciated that those parts of a swamp not filled with waste
could be made a park/tourist attraction/wildlife reserve that
may benefit the town with tourism, etc. The remaining unfilled
area is then categorised as a wetland reserve.

Storr, G.M. (1991). Birds of the South-West Division of
Western Australia. Records of the Western Australian
Museum, Supplement 35.
Storr, G.M. and Johnstone, R.E. (1988). Birds of the Swan
Coastal Plain and adjacent seas and islands. Records of the
Western Australian Museum, Supplement 28.
Robert Stranger

FIVE YEARS IN A SWAMP
Big Swamp in Bunbury is one of the most significant wetlands
in south-west Western Australia. It supports 45 species
of waterbird and 38 species of bush-bird, an inversion of
the usual ratio, revealing that Big Swamp is in an urban
environment. Despite these numbers, Big Swamp did not
feature in the South-west Waterbird Survey 1981-1985,
because at that time Big Swamp was a wetland at Stage 5 (see
below).
From my observations, wetlands can be placed in a number of
stages of change (particularly those in urban environments).
These stages can be broadly categorised as:
1. Pristine, essentially unchanged over many years.
(Lake Wooleen is the only wetland I have seen in this
condition — essentially because it only floods irregularly.
Lake Macleod comes close, being fed mainly from
underground.)
2. Unaltered other than by change to the catchment, usually
by cropping.
(This usually results in a higher level of water in winter,
increased salinity and often higher summer water levels. There
is also some evidence that land clearing reduces rainfall in
many wetlands. Lake Gore seems a Stage 2 lake).
3. Partly drained and used for cropping/pasture.
(Big Swamp still has fence posts from Stage 3: now
principally useful as perches for Silver Gulls and cormorants.
There seem to be very few of these areas remaining as they
inevitably progress to Stage 4.)
4. Becoming useless for crops/pasture as changes in the wider
catchment result in drowning and/or increased the salinity of
the land so utilised.

7. After initial attempts at preservation the wetland is
prettified, given boardwalks, shelters, seats.
8. Vandalism commences (empty bottles/cans/old tyres are
thrown into the swamp, fires are lit) and benign neglect sets in.
Big Swamp has reached Stage 8 (plenty of litter and 2010 was
a good fire year). In addition, large areas of the Swamp have
been colonised by dense stands of Typha. Some connecting
water channels and more sheltered areas are now choked by
these invaders. As the only successful means of killing Typha
appears to involve cutting the stems and then spraying with
herbicide, Typha destruction is not only costly in labour terms
but seems ‘guaranteed’ to result in respiratory attacks and
other health difficulties for residents within a large radius,
so few authorities wish to expend the cash or withstand the
outcry.
Over five years ago I approached the City to urge them to
take action. None was taken, but more recently, as the Typha
encroachment has started to reach very serious levels, the City
is considering which areas of the swamp they are willing to
give anti-Typha treatment.
Big Swamp must once have been attractive to wading species,
but the shallower swamp areas were used for dumping first
and development from a waste dump means most of the
shorelines are precipitate (usually a vertical drop of 1.5
metres) with a virtual total absence of marshy, open shoreline
wader habitat. Areas favourable to waders would appear if the
water level of Big Swamp was not controlled and maintained
by the opening/closure of gates to the sea (via Five Mile
Drain), but one of the original purposes of dumping waste was
to be rid of areas of drying mud, etc.
The water control results in maximum levels being essentially
the same each year. With the coming of summer the outfall is
closed to ensure most of the swamp remains water covered.
Given the very dry summer of 2010, water levels fell below
any seen for over ten years and the small area which does
emerge annually (to encourage a few Black-fronted Dotterels
and Black-winged Stilts) but which usually re-floods in late
March/early April was still evident in May 2010. However,
the only ‘real’ wader seen in 5+ years was a single Common
Greenshank in March 2005.
Big Swamp is essentially a refuge swamp, with species and
actual numbers increasing in the warmer weather (Figure 1).
This was strikingly demonstrated in March when a tornado
passed Perth on 22 March 2010 and carried rain across the
northern wheatbelt. No rain fell in Bunbury and all remained
as before until 24 March on which date the bird numbers in the
by then crowded and shallow Big Swamp fell by over 50%.

5. As urbanisation increases, a wet swamp area (as in 4)
is seen as insect-ridden, snake-infested and a danger to
all (virtually by definition) as well as a health hazard, a
retardation to development and fortunately a fine place to
Vol 135 September 2010

deposit the waste of the growing urban area. Waste deposit
then commences. Thus most of the original Perth city swamps
have so disappeared. The ground taken over (‘recovered’ in
the language of developers) becomes a fine opportunity for
urban development, initially roads, later houses, feeding into
the insatiable urban need for development, more rates, more
growth.
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Who sent the message?

banded Rails, which were also present in 2006, but without
success.

Eleven of the 45 total waterbird species observed have been
seen rarely. These birds may be present more frequently, but
as I pass the swamp on occasions other than during a formal
survey, and add any additional species seen to the count, it can
be assumed these eleven are infrequent visitors.

Some five years ago the City planted trees around the swamp
as part of the ‘prettification’ (see Stage 7). Not only did these
wholly screen the swamp from the seats the City had installed
previously to allow relaxation by the water’s edge (including
a look-out erected in honour of a former City chief gardener),
but by being alien to the area and mainly non-flower bearing,
actually reduced the bushbird population, in addition to
blocking views of the Swamp. It was a fine example of how
not to improve.

Grey Teal have been seen during 3 months of 1 year (2006) —
shown hereinafter as 3m/1 yr (2006). Chestnut Teal, 1m/1yr
(2010); Pied Cormorant, 1m/1yr (2007); Little Egret, 3m/1yr
(2007); Glossy Ibis, 2m/1yr (2007); Eastern Osprey, 6m/2yrs
(2006-07); White-bellied Sea-Eagle, 1m/1yr (2008); Buffbanded Rail, 1m/1yr (2006); Spotted Crake, 1m/1yr (2006);
Common Greenshank, 1m/1yr (2005); Banded Stilt, 1m/1yr
(2005) and Crested Tern 1m/1yr (2006).
It is noticeable that these rare species have occurred in two
waves: six species in the three years 1996-1998 and five
species in the two years 2005-2006. I am not able to account
for this phenomenon.
Much the most striking appearance among the rarities was an
Eastern Osprey in March 2007. The bird flew slowly over the
swamp, at a time when water levels are near their lowest, and
glided down gracefully to take a fish that appeared larger than
the bird, especially as it was carried at right angles to the flight
path. The osprey appeared to struggle a little with the weight
before vanishing into a tree within the swamp. It did not reappear while I was present; it presumably ate the catch.
The steady advance of the Typha species has had some
beneficial effect. The numbers of Purple Swamphen, about 30
maximum in the years 2005-2007 increased to 54 in 2008, 102
in 2009 and have already broken their 2009 record by reaching
123 in 2010. Spotless Crakes made a brief appearance in
2005 (part of the rare upsurge of that period — see above),
but in 2009 were breeding in two widely separate areas of the
swamp. I made efforts to call-up Spotted Crakes and Buff-

The 45 waterbird species seen were Blue-billed Duck*, Musk
Duck*, Black Swan*, Australian Shelduck, Australian Wood
Duck*, Pacific Black Duck*, Australasian Shoveler, Grey
Teal, Chestnut Teal, Hardhead, Australasian Grebe, Hoaryheaded Grebe, Great Crested Grebe, Australasian Darter, Little
Pied Cormorant, Pied Cormorant, Little Black Cormorant,
Great Cormorant, Australian Pelican, White-faced Heron,
Little Egret, Eastern Great Egret, Nankeen Night-Heron,
Glossy Ibis, Australian White Ibis, Straw-necked Ibis, Yellowbilled Spoonbill, Purple Swamphen*, Dusky Moorhen*,
White-bellied Sea-Eagle, Eastern Osprey, Swamp Harrier,
Buff-banded Rail, Australian Spotted Crake, Spotless Crake*,
Eurasian Coot*, Common Greenshank, Black-winged Stilt,
Banded Stilt, Black-fronted Dotterel, Silver Gull, Crested
Tern, Australian Reed-Warbler*, Little Grassbird, hybrid
Black Duck. (In the years 2006 to 2009 exotic ducks were
dumped at the swamp, up to ten at a time, and it is possible
that one of these may have been responsible for the hybrids
observed).
The ten species marked with an asterisk (*) are those observed
breeding (Figure 2), determined by the presence of young. It
is likely that the Little Grassbird also breeds (being present in
small numbers every year) but no young have been observed.

The 38 species of bushbird observed were Black-shouldered
Kite, Nankeen Kestrel,
Figure 1: The maximum number of species recorded in each month (dashed line) and the average
Whistling Kite, Brown
number of species in each month (solid line) over the five years of a survey at Big Swamp, Bunbury.
Goshawk, Collared
Sparrowhawk, Australian
Hobby, Rock Dove,
Laughing Turtle-Dove,
Common Bronzewing,
Crested Pigeon, Galah,
Western Corella,
Regent Parrot, Western
Rosella, Australian
Ringneck, Horsfield’s
Bronze-Cuckoo,
Southern Boobook,
Laughing Kookaburra,
Sacred Kingfisher,
Western Gerygone,
Western Thornbill,
Red Wattlebird, Brown
Honeyeater, New Holland
Honeyeater, Whitecheeked Honeyeater,
Tawny-crowned
Honeyeater, Grey Fantail,
Willie Wagtail, Black-
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Figure 2: The maximum number of species recorded breeding at Big Swamp, Bunbury, in each of the 12 months during the five
years of the survey (breeding being determined by the sight of fluffy, dependent young; usually being fed).

faced Cuckoo-Shrike, Rufous Whistler, Grey Butcherbird,
Magpie-lark, Australian Raven, Australian Pipit, Welcome
Swallow, Tree Martin, Silvereye, Australian Magpie.

throughout the weekend. They moved no more than a
kilometre throughout each day, chewing on the waist high
leafless hakea, or in the ashes on the ground. As I walked
through the area past sunset, a few were having one last meal
before flying to roost around the caravan park.

Like the waterbirds, some of these species appear infrequently
and others are resident. An interesting inter-species struggle
appears to have taken place between the New Holland and
White-cheeked Honeyeaters. Some three years ago the
commonly present New Holland Honeyeaters were displaced
by White-cheeked. Around my home the White-cheeked could
be seen chasing and driving off the New Hollands and there
was a like displacement around Big Swamp. However in 2009
the White-cheeked sharply diminished in number and have
reverted to their former rather uncommon status.

Kangaroos were attracted, too. I counted over a dozen grazing
in ones and twos, seeming to find food in the crisped tops of
bushes. I watched a pair of ‘roos slowly work their way across
the track in front of me. They were closely attended by a pair
of Willy Wagtails, hopping behind them, flitting in the burnt
scrub just in front of them, and once or twice briefly riding
their backs.

I have surveyed Big Swamp over a longer period than any
other (usually I make a three year study) and the greater length
of study appears worthwhile in showing changes that would
otherwise be not apparent in a shorter period.
Bruce Buchanan

BURNS, BIRDS, ROOS
A portion of scrub about a kilometre square behind the
Cheynes Beach caravan park was burnt by the Department
of Environment and Conservation a few days before our
Anzac Day campout. We all recognise the need for these
control burns, even though the ‘Skulker seekers’ amongst us
were disappointed that a prime area of ‘big 3’ bush had been
temporarily removed from play. But not all was lost. Whilst
our main targets were no longer present, there was a surprising
abundance of life in the burnt area.
It was black. No green, only a few scorched yellow leaves
provided some colour relief. Yet 60 or so Carnaby’s BlackCockatoos found sufficient of interest to keep them there
Vol 135 September 2010

The following morning, the Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos were
back, as were the ‘roos. A way off I saw a raptor perched in
a burnt tree. The colour contrast with the burnt scrub was so
great I thought it may be a Nankeen Kestrel. It was only when
I got closer I saw it was a Brown Falcon (see photo page 2). It
too must have seen the burnt area as a food source.
Lastly, I noticed the beginnings of new shoots coming from
the ash. Not yet green above ground, the tips in fact were
charred, but a
few millimetres
of unburnt
yellowish
shoot was
appearing, and
once I noticed
one, I could
see they were
everywhere,
less than a week
after the burn.
Maris Lauva
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Willie Wagtail with kangaroo.
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studies including:

HERDSMAN LAKE BIRD BANDING GROUP
— 2010 ANNUAL REPORT

Urban bushland study involving colour banding of
honeyeaters and other selected species.

Bird banding has been conducted at Herdsman Lake since
the 1970s when the first Project Leader was thought to be
Lola Broadhurst. Through the 1980s and 1990s, banding was
undertaken by Otto Müller. Some of his data has been made
available to the current group.

1

Individual studies with respect to Australian ReedWarbler (Acrocephalus australis), Eurasian Coot (Fulica
atra), Willie Wagtail (Rhipidura leucophrys) and Western
Gerygone (Gerygone fusca).
Weed dispersion by selected species, in particular the
Silvereye (Zosterops lateralis).
Movement of fairy-wrens in the Perth metropolitan area.
Extraction of DNA from blood samples of waterfowl.

In December 2001 authority was transferred to Bill Rutherford
to undertake a community study at Herdsman Lake, including
a band ovalisation trial on grebes. Banding has been conducted
regularly since then involving well over 50 volunteers
handling birds, as well as many others in different roles. This
year, 2010, was the eighth full year of banding.

2

Since taking on the project, the group has handled 8082 birds
from 13 orders and 70 species. Note that the list includes
a small group of birds which were not banded but are
included in the data: 14 Rainbow Lorikeets (Trichoglossus
haematodus), most of which were euthanised as part of
management control of an invasive species, and one Galah
(Eolophus roseicapillus) released as the appropriate band was
not available.

The Project Leader was involved for three years with the
Western Australian Government’s ongoing monitoring of the
health of waterfowl and the opportunity was taken to band and
record birds captured at Herdsman.

Health surveys

Relocation (ongoing)
The Project Leader is involved with relocation of birds from
other areas, for example, Burswood Casino, Queens Gardens
and the Perth Zoo. Some of these birds are banded and data
were recorded prior to relocation to Herdsman or other
wetland sites in the south west.

There have been 1340 re-traps including banded birds
observed in the field.
Objectives/activities

Observation and survey

The project was set up to band and re-trap birds for the
purpose of providing data to the Australian Bird and Bat
Banding Scheme (ABBBS) to assist in research to further
our knowledge of ornithology, and to provide information for
conservation of species and habitat.

There have been 104 species recorded during 2010. This
is from casual observation, mainly in daylight hours, by
the group, and information provided by BAWA through its
newsletter and its website. As far as we know a formal survey
hasn’t been conducted since 1996. There have been sightings
of approximately 130 species since 2000.

The group’s aims and activities include:
The project

Public education and awareness with a view to conservation of
species and the environment

A study of the project over its first ten years is proposed.
Tentatively titled “The Birds of Herdsman Lake”, it will
include an analysis of the project’s data from 2001 to 2011 as
well as an annotated list of birds observed at Herdsman over
that period. Preparation for the study is already underway,
but publication may depend on availability of funding and/or
sponsorship.
Training
A number of people have been introduced to banding, some
of whom have gone on to obtain an ’A’ Class banding licence.
In 2008 a more formally structured training program was put
in place with six trainees being taken on. While some trainees
have interrupted or discontinued their training, the first
two graduates from this program were granted an ’A’ Class
banding licence in this banding year. Another has been granted
a restricted licence.
Currently there are three young trainees who have made a
commitment to the program and are making good progress.
A photographic record to highlight banding techniques and
to identify special features to assist in ageing and sexing of
individual species is being accumulated. It is hoped that it may
one day form the basis of a technical manual for bird banders.
Research
Over the years, the project’s resources and data have been
made available to students and researchers for a number of
Western Australian Bird Notes
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Herdsman is a popular recreation area and members of the
general public often become aware of the group’s activities.
Their interest and participation is welcomed and encouraged,
and literature is handed out.
The Herdsman Wild Life Centre (Gould League) regularly
conducts bird walks, which have in the past coincided with
banding at that site.
Banding events advertised for BAWA members and the
general public have also been held on a couple of occasions.
Subject to resources it is hoped that these events can be held
on a more regular basis.
Sites
There have been several sites where banding has been
undertaken, roughly north, south, east and west of the lake,
and designated as Balgay and Baumier Hides, Wild Life
Centre, Market Gardens and Settlers’ Cottage.
A site approximately north west of the lake, designated the
Enclosure, was used successfully in 2002 and 2003 but
abandoned because of the abundance of large Tiger Snakes.
Other one-off sites have been used, including areas around the
Pony Club, Floreat Lakes and Maurice Hamer Park. These are
very open, high traffic areas, not favoured but have been used
for specific studies, for example, avian influenza surveys or
research of a target species.
Vol 135 September 2010

Members’ contributions, ctd

Balgay and Baumier Hides

Wild Life Centre

These are located close to Jon Sanders Drive, a busy road
north of the lake, and on the water’s edge away from the main
track. Access for other than off-road vehicles is poor. There are
no facilities and the terrain is uneven and less than satisfactory
to set up tables. Accordingly, banding and measuring is
usually conducted out of the back of a vehicle or trailer.

Located at the Flynn Street drain south of the lake. Plenty of
parking is available. Banding is conducted in an outdoor area
of the World Wild Life Centre’s building which has a large
table suitable for banding and spreading out reference material
as well as providing a dining table. The office is not occupied
on the weekend.

The sites are otherwise ideal for netting. They are sparsely
wooded with a combination of tall eucalypts and an
understorey of native shrubs (not endemic to the area)
providing shelter from the direct sun and wind. A number of
sites for nets have been identified and used along and close to
the waterways.

This is a unique site as nets are over the water and amongst
sedges. It is one of a few small areas around the lake which
has the original vegetation. Mist nets are usually set up leading
up to and on the boardwalk around the swamp area. As this is
used for public access this is not the most satisfactory site, but
fortunately the few people who use the boardwalk are usually
co-operative. Some attempts to flush waterfowl by wading
in the swamp have had little success but may be worth trying
again.

There have been 33 species captured and banded at Balgay,
which shelters a variety of bushbirds as well as waterfowl.
Over 63% (15) of the Little Grassbirds (Megalurus gramineus)
and nearly half (140) of the Australian Reed-warblers banded,
have been captured at this site. One of only two Great
Cormorants (Phalacrocorax carbo) was caught in a cagedtrap at this site, as well as the only Spotless Crake (Porzana
tabuensis).
Mist netting and caged- traps have been used.
Baumier Hide has only been visited since 2007. Since
then, 250 passerines from 10 species have been trapped in
mist nets at this site, of which over 200 were Silvereyes. A
Laughing Kookaburra (Dacelo novaeguineae), a Shining
Bronze-Cuckoo (Chalcites lucidus) and Sacred Kingfisher
(Todiramphus sanctus) have also been trapped.

After persistent heavy rains some areas of the path and
boardwalk are under water. Conversely, following an extended
dry period, this part of the lake is often dried up for several
months at a time. As a consequence, the Wild Life Centre,
which was first used in 2005, has only been used sparingly.
Nevertheless 27 species have been netted there, including six
species new to the site in 2007, which may be attributed to
the association with the avian influenza program that targeted
waterfowl. Most of these were captured using the clap-trap
method although some birds wandered into the mist nets.
Mist nets have occasionally been set up on grassland, but with
limited success.
Brown Honeyeaters (Lichmera indistincta) account for
nearly a third of the captures at this site compared to overall
capture rate for that species of around 12%. Silvereyes, which
represent 44% of all birds caught, account for just over 15% of
all new bandings at this site. An Inland Thornbill (Acanthiza
apicalis), a Mistletoebird (Dicaeum hirundinaceum) and three
Variegated Fairy-wrens (Malurus lamberti) have been banded
at this site.

Market Gardens
The site is located at the lake’s south-eastern edge and
separated from residential units by a pedestrian and cycle
path less than 20 m from where banding takes place. There
is no direct vehicle access but vehicles may be driven across
the parkland from the car park less than 200 m away. As a
rule we limit the number of vehicles to two. Again, there are
no facilities and banding is conducted out of the back of a
vehicle.

Settlers’ Cottage

Located at the western end of the lake alongside the main
drain that empties out at Floreat Beach, this site offers good
access for vehicles, with plenty of parking. Banding operations
are conducted on the veranda of the heritage
cottage, which provides shelter as well as space
to lay out equipment, reference materials and
catering facilities. The general public uses
the paths and often stop to take an interest in
activities without being too close to the capture
Bird Chat
Not as good as last year’s
areas.

This is a small area that is thickly wooded with tall eucalypts
and an understorey of native shrubs close to sedges along
the lake’s edge. It is overgrown with weeds and
needs to be cleared frequently to allow mist nets
to be set up. Nevertheless it is a good site that
provides adequate shelter from the direct sun and
wind.

This site hasn’t been visited since May 2006 but
prior to that was regularly used and was until
mud!
then the premier site for banding by number;
Settlers’ Cottage offers a variety of netting sites
Drawing: Penny Towells
33 species have been captured and banded at
and several options if a net area is unsuitable due
this site with nearly 60% of captures being
to poor conditions such as wind, flooding, hot
Silvereyes. The site has yielded a number of
temperatures or low-water levels.
birds that are one-off or rare captures for the project, including
‘The Grove’ is densely vegetated with tall eucalypts and an
Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo (Chalcites basalis), Red-capped
understorey of medium to small native shrubs (not endemic
Robin (Petroica goodenovii), Inland Thornbill (Acanthiza
to the area). The Grove is prone to become overgrown with
apicalis) and White-browed Scrub-wren (Sericornis frontalis).
weeds when not utilised for several weeks and is often under
The best ever return for a session was achieved at this site on
water during the winter months. The migratory Shining
24 May 2003 when 150 birds were captured, including over
Bronze-Cuckoo is now being caught regularly at this site and
100 Silvereyes.
the project’s second Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo was banded
Mist nets only were used at this site.
there in January 2009.
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‘The Mound’ was originally formed from sand dredged out
of the lake. Native shrubs have become established and a
number of species have become attracted to the area. The
sandy soil and sparse vegetation is ideal for the nests of
migratory Rainbow Bee-eaters (Merops ornatus), which return
to the area each October to breed. White-winged Trillers
(Lalage sueurii) are now being caught in reasonable numbers,
as well as Sacred Kingfishers and two Western Spinebills
(Acanthorhynchus superciliosus) in 2008. For the moment The
Mound allows a number of nets to be strung end to end on
the ridge, but there is very little shelter from wind and direct
sun and the nets need to be monitored closely and sometimes
closed early.
‘The Drain’, which carries excess water west to Floreat Beach,
has a low wall across which a 40 foot mist net is strung. This
is an ideal site for flushing waterfowl into nets. It was used
for the first time in 2007 and only on a few occasions but has
yielded a number of waterfowl including, in August 2006,
three Australasian Shovelers (Anas rhyncotis), a species that
has been rarely banded in Australia. A growing number of
Little Pied Cormorants (Microcarbo melanoleucos) are being
trapped as well as first time captures of the Eastern Great
Egret (Ardea modesta) and the White-faced Heron (Egretta
novaehollandiae).
The ‘Reed-bed’ was tried for the first time in 2008. It is on the
edge of the lake at the eastern end of the drain. It is overgrown
with sedges and sheltered by tall eucalypts and an understorey
of medium to small native shrubs. It provides good habitat for
Little Grassbirds and Australian Reed-warblers are common.
In the summer months when the area dries up, nets need to be
constantly monitored to keep away the marauding, predatory
Purple Swamphen (Porphyrio porphyrio) whose numbers are
proliferating all over Herdsman.

Results
This year began with a very good start with 190 captures,
well above expectations. However, monthly totals thereafter
were disappointing, until a rally in May (194) and June
(192) allowed us to breach the 1000 milestone. Absences of
the Project Leader due to other commitments, and extreme
weather conditions, reduced banding sessions significantly in
August and September, December through to February and
then again in April. Nevertheless we can derive satisfaction
from the year which added two new species and produced
some other highlights (see below).
Sites
Settlers’ Cottage (SC)
Once again the preferred site for mist netting and the base for
the week-end sessions.
Maurice Hamer Park (MH)
Two sessions in June netted 34 waterfowl using clap-trap and
mist net methods.
Baumier Hide (BM)
Mist nets produced moderate success (62) over four weekends
in October when wind conditions at Settlers’ Cottage made
banding difficult.

Summary of results
Table 1: Summary of results (total)

Total
New birds
Re-traps
All birds
Species

Methods
• Mist nets of 9, 12 and 18 metres by 2.7 metres (four
panels) are the main means of capture, with between one
and 10 nets being used. Single and double panelled nets
have also been used.
• Clap-traps and cage-traps have been used to capture
waterfowl.
• There has been limited use of cannon netting at other
locations from which waterfowl have been re-located.
• Hand held flick-nets have been used to trap Tree Martins
(Petrochelidon nigricans)and Welcome Swallows
(Hirundo neoxena), although return for effort is quite low
compared to double-panelled mist nets.
• A small spring-trap (mealworms lure) and a Bal-chatri
(mouse/small bird lure) have been tried without success.
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33 weekend sessions as well as one during the week.
There have been in excess of 70 people involved with the
project since 2001.

Balgay (B). Less than a handful of birds were trapped in a
cage-trap.

Banding sessions in 2010 were again conducted mainly at
Settlers’ Cottage. Two sessions were held at Maurice Hamer
Park to target waterfowl, and a handful at Baumier Hide.

Volunteers
• This year the project had a core
group consisting of the Project
Leader, a scribe and several trainees.
• There were 16 volunteers in all.
• Approximately 1000 volunteer
hours in the field as well as
administration; five people put in
more than 100 hours each.

•
•

2010
820
199
1019
44

2009
1095
234
1329
48

2008
1164
156
1327
41

New species were Straw-necked Ibis (Threskiornis spinicollis)
and Collared Sparrowhawk (Accipter cirrocephalus). The year
produced another great diversity of species (44) which was
only second to last year.
Summary of results (by Group)
Table 2: Passeriformes

Passeriformes

New

Re-traps

2010
721
88%
184
92%

2009
973
89%
215
92%

2008
788
68%
128
82%

Silvereye
Again the dominant species with 359 new birds (50% of new
passerines and 43.8% of all species) banded, of which nearly
10% (31) were trapped at Baumier Hide
in October. This species represented
over 77% of new passerines banded at
Baumier Hide. There were 79 individual
re-traps. Three of those re-trapped late
Bird Chat
in the year were all banded in early 2005
Family planning: we always planned a large
when they were aged as 2+, making them
family.
Drawing: Penny Towells
possibly 7+ at the time of recapture.
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there were very few opportunities to put nets in reed beds
(only two sessions in June).

Honeyeaters (Meliphagidae)
Since 2007, banding of passerines has been carried out
almost exclusively from Settlers’ Cottage, which undoubtedly
has affected numbers. Over the years the Wild Life Centre
(WC) has attracted more Brown Honeyeaters than any other
passerine. The trend, reported last year, continues to show a
decline in honeyeaters generally and Brown Honeyeater and
Singing Honeyeater (Lichenostomus virescens) in particular.
The Red Wattlebird (Anthochaera carunculata), which in
the same period was gradually increasing its numbers, has
dropped to pre 2007 levels.
There were 22 individual re-traps amongst the Brown
Honeyeaters including one aged 7+. Others were aged 6+ (2)
and 5+ (2).

Table 4: Anseriformes results 2008-2010

Anseriformes
New
Re-traps

2010
27
3%
5
2%

2009
60
5%
13
5%

2008
276
24%
30
19%

Pacific Black Duck (Anas superciliosa) – 15 new birds and 1
re-trap.
More than half of the new birds were in this Order.
Australasian Shoveler – two new birds were rare captures for
this species.

New birds – numbers and % of passerines
Table 3: see below.
The changing fortunes of honeyeaters may well be a result of
increasing residential development around Herdsman where
urban gardens may be attracting these species.

Australian Wood Duck (Chenonetta jubata) (7), Grey Teal
(Anas gracilis) (1) and Black Swan (Cygnus atratus) (2) were
also captured.
Table 5: Gruiiformes results 2008-2010

Western Gerygone continues to consolidate its presence at
Herdsman and overtook the Brown Honeyeater to be the
second most banded species with 88 birds representing 12.2%
of new passerines, and 10.7% of all new birds.
Of these, 59 (67%) were described as Age 2- or under. There
were 24 re-traps, most of them juveniles, having been trapped
at the same site earlier in the year.

Gruiiformes
New
Re-traps

2010
37
4%
1
0.5%

2009
22
2%
1
0.4%

2008
57
5%
2
1%

Eurasian Coot was the most banded species (30) after a
concerted effort at Maurice Hamer Park in June to reach the
1000 bird milestone.

Pardalotes (Pardalotidae)
A good year for the Striated Pardalote (Pardalotus striatus)
after a relatively quiet 2009, with 52 new birds representing
7.2% of passerines and 6.3% of all new birds. Again an
absence of the Spotted Pardalote (P. punctatus) suggests that
the two species may compete for the same food and habitat.
The only year (2007) that the Spotted Pardalote was prolific,
there were surprisingly few Striated Pardalotes, with 44 new
birds compared to 7.

Waterfowl numbers are generally down following completion
of the Government Health Surveys in relation to avian flu
concerns. The group was associated with this study between
2007 and 2009. In addition, re-location of waterfowl from
Burswood has been directed to other regions including
Yangebup, Austin Bay and Vasse.
Other species

White-browed Scrubwren – only the second of this species
and the first at Settlers’ Cottage, with one previously captured
at the Market Gardens site in 2006. Rarely observed.

Rainbow Bee-eater – 10 new birds.
An increase on 2009 (5) but still significantly down on the
peak in 2007 (30).

Chestnut-breasted Mannikin (Lonchura castaneothorax) –
three new birds (two described as aged 1) were captured in
one net on a rare visit to the reed beds in June. These are
no doubt descendants of a flock of aviary escapees. Small
numbers have been caught over the years, with total bandings
now 21.

Sacred Kingfisher – no longer a rare event with three new
birds and 3 re-traps in 2010. Once again these birds were
trapped on the Mound and in the Grove rather than close to the
reed-beds.
Rainbow Lorikeet – two birds were caught in mist nets in one
day in June. After letting one go, it was decided this invasive
species should be banded rather than euthanised as in 2009.
More useful trying to monitor these birds rather than destroy a
few amongst thousands.
Fan-tailed Cuckoo (Cacomantis flabelliformis) – only one
previous capture in 2004, this rarely observed species yielded

Others
Tree Martin and Willie Wagtail were also captured in
reasonable numbers.
For the first time in the life of the project, no Australian Reedwarbler was captured. This can be attributed to the fact that
Table 3: New birds — numbers and % of passerines

Species
Western Spinebill
Singing Honeyeater
Red Wattlebird
Brown Honeyeater
New Holland Honeyeater
White-cheeked Honeyeater
Totals
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2010
nil
21 (2.9%)
11 (1.5%)
51 (7.1%)
19 (2.6%)
2 (0.3%)
104 (14.4%)

2009
nil
49 (5.1%)
43 (4.4%)
98 (10.1%)
17 (1.7%)
1 (0.1%)
208 (21.4%)
22

2008
nil
47 (5.9%)
30 (3.8%)
119 (15.1%)
17 (2.2%)
1 (0.1%)
214 (27.2%)

2007
2 (0.2%)
56 (5.4%)
27 (2.6%)
204 (19.7%)
27 (2.6%)
12 (1.2%)
328 (31.6%)
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5 new birds in May and June in mist nets on the Mound and in
the Grove. We look forward to seeing more of these in 2011.

see this reflected in national and international checklists, and
in field guides, but it seems now that it will happen. At this
stage, the likely common name would be Western Whitenaped Honeyeater.

Australian Hobby (Falco longipennis) – one of only two
species of raptor captured in 2010. The capture of three new
birds in adjacent nets within minutes of each other on the last
banding session of the year was one of the highlights. There
have been only three previous captures.

References
Johnstone, R. E. (2001). Checklist of the birds of Western
Australia. Records of the Western Australian Museum,
Supplement 63, 75-90.

Mortalities
•

Five mortalities taking the total to 29 since the project
began. While it is disappointing to have any losses, only
one bird, a Shining Bronze-Cuckoo, died during handling.
Given the number of trainees and the large number of
birds extracted this was a reasonable outcome.

•

A Silvereye and a Willie Wagtail were lost to Purple
Swamphens that continue to proliferate all over
Herdsman. This bird is one of the dominant and very
visible species at Herdsman and has been a major predator
in the past.

•

A Silvereye was killed on the Mound by a Whistling Kite
(Haliastur sphenurus). An attempt to capture the kite
using a Bal-Chatri was unsuccessful.

•

A Pacific Black Duck caught in a cage-trap was found
dead, apparently harassed by a raptor.

Allan Burbidge
ELLENDALE POOL
On the way to Geraldton in June I stopped in at Coomallo
Conservation Park on the Brand Highway opposite the turn off
to Jurien Bay. It is a nice picnic spot with toilet facilities and
contains a grove of Wandoo with lots of hollows for nesting
species including Tree Martin, pardalote, Galah and Australian
Ringneck. Also present were Grey Shrike- thrush, Rufous
Whistler, Red-capped Robin, Western Gerygone and Brown
Honeyeater.

Summary
The number of birds banded was down on recent years. Fewer
sessions were possible as a consequence of absences by the
Project Leader due to other commitments, as well as adverse
banding conditions. Nevertheless it was pleasing to trap
such a variety of species (44) and satisfying to add two new
species to the list. A number of highlights throughout the year
culminated with the unexpected triple Australian Hobby event
on the last weekend of the banding year.
Bill Rutherford
for the Herdsman Lake Bird Banding Group

WESTERN WHITE-NAPED HONEYEATER
— A SEPARATE SPECIES
For some time now, Ron Johnstone has said that he believes
that the White-naped Honeyeaters in Western Australia should
be regarded as a separate species from the White-naped
Honeyeaters in the east (e.g. Johnstone 2001). Ron came to
this conclusion primarily on the basis of morphology and
ecology.

I also stopped at Ellendale Pool. Although I had visited
Ellendale Pool a few times before it was surprising just how
many birds were actually there when you take the time to
wander along the river’s edge. It is situated on the Greenough
River inland from Walkaway some 14 km south of Geraldton.
There is less than 2 km of gravel as you approach the picnic
area. The natural pool sits at the base of colourful red and
white cliffs and is surrounded by eucalyptus trees, acacias and
reed beds.
The more common bush inhabitants included Willy Wagtail,
White-naped Honeyeater and Mistletoebird, whereas the
waterbirds included Musk Duck, Australasian Grebe,
Australasian Darter, Pied Cormorant, Pacific Black Duck and
Eurasian Coot. There were a few surprises in that I saw my
first White-fronted Honeyeater feeding on banksia flowers and
three Nankeen Night-Herons were flushed from the trees over
the river, possibly by a raptor.
The loud, echoing calls of two Peregrine Falcons were
heard calling from the cliff but their colours matched their
surroundings so well that they were hard to spot until they
moved. Two Nankeen Kestrels were also calling from the
same cliff not that far away and were observed mating.
Other raptors in the area included Whistling Kite and Blackshouldered Kite. The remains of what appeared to be a Brown
Goshawk were also discovered on the ground near the river.

There have also been other intriguing questions about the
taxonomy, relationships and evolution of this group of
honeyeaters, prompting recent genetic work by Alicia Toon
and Jane Hughes in Brisbane, and Leo Joseph in Canberra.
This work, just published in the prestigious journal Molecular
Ecology (Toon et al. 2010), has also shown that western
White-naped Honeyeaters should be regarded as a separate
species from their eastern cousins.

Other birds seen or heard included Little Grassbird, Sacred
Kingfisher, Australian Reed-Warbler and I heard what I
thought was a Spotless Crake in the reeds where the road
crosses the river.

As a separate species, the western birds would be Melithreptus
chloropsis, while the name of the eastern birds would remain
the same as before (M. lunatus). It may be a while before we
Western Australian Bird Notes

Toon, A., Hughes, J. M., and Joseph, L. (2010). Multilocus
analysis of honeyeaters (Aves: Meliphagidae) highlights
spatio-temporal heterogeneity in the influence of
biogeographic barriers in the Australian monsoonal
zone. Molecular Ecology (published online at doi:
10.1111/j.1365-294X.2010.04730.x).

In total 35 species were noted within close proximity of
Ellendale Pool.
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Birds of Ellendale Pool, June 2010

Magpie-lark — relatively common

Musk Duck — 1 male

Australian Reed warbler — several heard at regular intervals
in reed beds along river’s edge

Black Duck — small flock of approximately 6 in quieter end
of pool

Little Grassbird — heard 3 individuals along approx 500
metre stretch of reed beds on river’s edge

Australasian Grebe — 2; appeared quite shy

Silvereye — saw small flock moving through shrubs feeding

Laughing Dove — relatively common

Tree Martin — flock flying low around tree tops; fairly
common

Australasian Darter — 1 seen roosting in dead tree at water’s
edge

Mistletoebird — very active males chasing females and
numerous birds seen — quite common at this time

Little Pied Cormorant — 1 swimming and one in tree over
water

Zebra Finch — small flock flew in landing in bushes near
water
Chris Tate

White-faced Heron — 1 seen at river’s edge
Little Egret — 1at water’s edge by main camping area
Nankeen Night-Heron — 3
frightened from large trees on
opposite side of river; calling
and moving around

SUCH IS BIRDING

Black-shouldered Kite — several
in paddocks of surrounding
farmlands

A recent email from Robin
Ashcroft alerted me that he and
his wife were arriving on the
Sunday and I had been named as
Whistling Kite — heard and seen
the person to speak to about local
over neighbouring farmland
birds around Carnarvon. Robin
Peregrine Falcon — 2 seen and
later supplied a list of the birds
heard on three occasions over
he would like to see, these taken
five hours in cliffs
from the updated BAWA bird list
Ellendale Pool (see also photo page 2)
for this area. It was immediately
Nankeen Kestrel — mating
Photo: Chris Tate
evident to me that a number
Spotless Crake — heard only
of those chosen would not be
Eurasian Coot — only small number; appeared quite shy
found, among them, Franklin’s Gull (vagrant from North
America), Eastern Yellow Wagtail, Ruff, Asian Dowitcher and
Galah
Pomarine Jaeger, all rarities and also summer visitors. The
latter I saw on a number of occasions in the same area but only
Little Corella — flock of about 12 birds seen flying over and
in the one season. Grey Falcon and Chestnut-breasted Quailcalling noisily
thrush were also on the list. I have only seen these birds once
Australian Ringneck — in pairs and checking out potential
within the 60 km radius area around Carnarvon from which
nesting hollows
this list is compiled. Others were possible but still some very
uncommon. Of those listed I selected eleven species I thought
Laughing Kookaburra — 2
possible, three of which were coastal birds and tides were not
Sacred Kingfisher — 1
conducive to look for these.
Fairy-wren species — about 6, non-breeding, unidentified, but
possibly Variegated Fairy-wrens
Western Gerygone — heard only
Yellow-rumped Thornbills — heard only
Pardalote species — heard only
White-plumed Honeyeater — very common
White-fronted Honeyeater — 1 seen feeding in same flowering
banksia tree over two days
Brown Honeyeater — rather common in eucalypts
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike — 1 pair seen in tree tops
Grey Fantail — 4-6 seen, quite active as usual

Such is birding, spend the time in the great outdoors and you
never know what you may find.

Willy Wagtail — very common

Les George

Australian Raven — 3-4
Vol 135 September 2010

A late morning start for our first outing, combined with strong
winds did not bode well for success, but two species were
eliminated from the list. An earlier start was planned for the
following day but again conditions were not optimal with light
rain falling. We went to an inland location that I had visited
a few weeks earlier and had seen some of the target species.
Little bird activity was seen as I had expected, but conditions
gradually improved and the most likely birds were all
eliminated. A number of ‘best views’ were had of some species
that Robin had previously seen and some photographed. On
one occasion we found parrots feeding and at close quarters,
these would make for nice photos, particularly as one of these
parrots is not listed on the said Carnarvon bird list. They were
a pair of Mulga Parrots and a Bourke’s Parrot.
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Interesting records

NEW AND INTERESTING BIRD RECORDS FROM
BARROW ISLAND
Over the last 100 years, a number of people have surveyed
the birds of Barrow Island, beginning with F.L. Whitlock in
1917 (Whitlock 1918). Over that time, about 52 terrestrial
bird species have been recorded on the island, and numerous
littoral and pelagic species have been recorded on the beaches
and over the nearby seas (Chevron 2009). Despite the long
time over which observations have been made, new records
still occur – for example, a Hooded Pitta was found dead at the
Wapet camp on Barrow Island on the 23rd of January of this
year (see WABN 133: 7), and a Rufous Songlark was recorded
on the 15th of March (Ron Johnstone, pers. comm.).
Beginning on 10 May 2010, we spent about three weeks
on Barrow Island catching White-winged Fairy-wrens (the
Barrow Island black and white subspecies) and Spinifexbirds
for translocation to Hermite Island in the Montebello group,
about 30 km NNE of the northern tip of Barrow Island.
This work forms part of the Gorgon Gas Development
offset Threatened Species Translocation and Reintroduction
Program. Over the course of our visit, we observed five
species that apparently had not previously been recorded on
Barrow Island.

We also observed two species that have been recorded only
rarely on Barrow Island, and described as vagrants by Chevron
(2009). One of these was a Red-backed Kingfisher observed
at the Wapet Camp over two days by NH. The other was the
Willy Wagtail, seen in several places around the island. NH
and MB saw one near the west coast in John Wayne Country,
MB saw one between the airport and Stokes Point, and SC and
others saw two birds in the Bandicoot Bay area on 16/05/10.
What caused these species to be on the island at this time?
It was unexpected that so many new records occurred in
such a short time. We therefore wondered about possible
explanations. The most obvious was that strong winds,
perhaps from a cyclone, might have blown birds across from
the mainland. The Bureau of Meteorology has excellent
records on its web site (http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/), so
we went looking. However, last summer there were only two
cyclones. Cyclone Laurence crossed the coast near Wallal on
21 December, and headed into the desert, and Cyclone Magda
crossed the Kimberley coast on 22 January, and fizzled out
east of Port Hedland on the 24th. So a cyclone doesn’t sound
like a very likely explanation.
We then looked for the occurrence of strong easterlies, which
might have brought birds across from the mainland. Winds
were predominantly westerlies and south-westerlies through
February and March and into late April, although the strongest
winds in April were ENE on the 11th, at 61 km/hr. From 27
April there were sixteen days straight when the winds were
predominantly easterly, with maximum gusts ranging from 24
to 43 km/hr. This is, however, not unusual for this time of year
on Barrow Island.

New records
Peregrine Falcon
One was observed by JP flying low in a westerly direction
between the sand dunes and access road near Bandicoot Bay
on 23 May. There was another observation, possibly the same
bird, near the Wapet Camp on 30 May by NH, MB and JP.
This bird flew low from the north west and then perched on
one of the power poles for approximately ten minutes. On the
basis of the size of the bird, and its relatively dark plumage, it
was thought to be a young female.

So, the occurrence of easterlies may have been responsible
for these five birds turning up on Barrow this year, but the
evidence is not compelling.

Bush Stone-Curlew
At least one observed near the airport turnoff by NH, AD and
JP on 26 May. The bird was initially flushed from the road
surface and flew several hundred metres before landing and
being flushed a second time by the vehicle. It then flew into an
area of spinifex on the south side of the road.

Are these species likely to be resident?

Peregrine Falcons are strong fliers, and one has been recorded
by Tony Kirkby at the Goodwin A oil platform 130 km NW
of Karratha for a few days in October-November 1994 (R.E.
Johnstone pers. comm.) and there is one
Rainbow Bee-eater
record from the Montebello Islands, about
At least two birds seen at Bandicoot Bay,
30 km NNE of Barrow Island (Burbidge
near the southern tip of the island, by NH,
et al. 2000). Peregrines are visitors to the
SC and WC on 14 May (see photograph).
Pilbara, so the bird observed on Barrow is
Western Gerygone (see photo on page 2)
not likely to become a permanent resident.
Bush Stone-Curlews are known to occur
One heard in the Bandicoot Bay area and
in the Dampier Archipelago near Karratha
subsequently caught in a mist net by SC,
(Storr 1984), and it will be interesting to
NH and WC on 15 May (see photograph).
see if this bird remains on Barrow. RedJudging from the head colour, bill size,
backed Kingfishers are widespread in
Rainbow Bee-eater, Barrow Island.
colour of the under surfaces and the undertail
Photo: Wes Caton
the Pilbara (Storr 1984), and so it will be
pattern, this bird was subspecies fusca, ie a
interesting also to see if this bird stays
migrant from the south west.
on Barrow. Rainbow Bee-eaters and Western Gerygones
Star Finch
are migrants in this area, and their occurrence on Barrow is
probably accidental. It is possible that Willy Wagtails are
A single flock of nine birds was seen by AB behind the dunes
actually sedentary on Barrow Island, but just rarely seen.
at John Wayne Country, on the west coast, on 20 May. The
The Star Finches were a real surprise – there is very little
flock flew into an Acacia shrub, and then moved down to the
suitable habitat on Barrow, and they are unlikely to become
ground, where they appeared to be feeding, before flying off
established.
when disturbed. They were not seen again.
Western Australian Bird Notes
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early settlers.

Burbidge, A. A., Blyth, J. D., Fuller, P. J., Kendrick, P. G.,
Stanley, F. J., and Smith, L. A. (2000). The terrestrial
vertebrate fauna of the Montebello Islands, Western
Australia. CALMScience 3, 95-107.
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weight: >35 g and large for its size.
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Grey Teal. Weight: 475 g; egg weight: >35 g; clutch size:
6-10 (±). Very oily flesh.
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Western Corella. Weight: 725 g.

Whitlock, F. L. (1918). Notes on north-western birds. Emu 17,
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Baudin’s Black-Cockatoo. Weight: 650 g. The Aborigines
could distinguish its calls as being different from Carnaby’s.

Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo. Weight: 650 g.

Allan Burbidge, Neil Hamilton, Sarah Comer, Mark
Blythman, Wes Caton, Jon Pridham and Alan Danks

Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo. Weight: 625 g.
Australian Ringneck. Weight: 160 g. A favoured prey, the
Aborigines chopping out the nestlings.
Red-capped Parrot. Weight: 120 g.
Western Rosella. Weight: 60 g. It is the smallest known adult
prey.

ABORIGINAL PREDATION ON BIRDS

Purple-crowned Lorikeet. Weight: ca. 50 g. An Aborigine
was seen to climb a tree and obtain three nestlings.

The early observers noted that birds formed a substantial
part of the Aboriginal diet in the south-west and the explorer,
George Grey, commented that it was impossible to enumerate
the many ways of killing them. The larger species are obvious
prey but even small passerines were procured with throwing
sticks and nestlings were harvested, too.

Common Bronzewing. Weight: 340 g. The Brush Bronzewing
may also have been prey.
Australian Magpie. Weight: 310 g. Its nests were overturned
so that the nestlings fell out, or were pulled down with a
gulgah, which was a long stick with a hook at one end.

Around the Swan River, birds were procured from September
to February and birds’ eggs from September to November. At
King George Sound, birds were procured in all months except
March and April, Emu eggs from June to August and other
birds’ eggs during September to November. At Esperance,
birds were procured during June to February and birds’ eggs
during June to November.

Of interest is that Ian Abbott suggested that predation on the
Malleefowl on the Swan Coastal Plain may have caused its
extinction there, as Aboriginal numbers were at their greatest
there. Also, the anthropologist, Daisy Bates, states that the
“blue pigeon” (Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike) was universally
not eaten, though why it wasn’t is a mystery. She also states
that the “wagtail” (Willie Wagtail) and the “robin” (Scarlet
and/or Red-capped Robins?) were not to be harmed because
it was believed that they had destroyed the “cannibal dogs” in
the south-west (a possible reference to the Thylacine?).

Despite such substantial predation, and that the Aborigines
had names for some 80% of local birds, I have only been able
to identify from the local ethno-historic literature 19 species
that are known to have been Aboriginal prey in the south-west.
These are:
Emu. Weight: 25-35 kg; egg weight: 580 g; clutch size: 8-10+.
Though common and highly prized it was rarely procured, but
its eggs were a favoured food and laying birds were tracked to
their nests.
Black Swan. Weight: 5.2 kg; egg weight: 250 g; clutch size:
4-9. The Aborigines would congregate at some localities and
would remain there until they were satiated by their diet of
adults, cygnets and eggs.
Vol 135 September 2010

Parrot and cockatoo feathers were extensively used for
decorations during festivities and Emu feathers were made
into an apron for the same reason. Also of interest is that such
a large proportion of the Psittacidae are known prey, and the
settler, George Moore, stated that if it wasn’t for Aboriginal
predation on the “parraquets” the country would be over-run
with them.
Robert Stranger
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BIRDS...A PICTURE IS WORTH A THOUSAND
WORDS
I have some favourite images illustrating birds’ wonderful
expressions and stances.
See page 44 for more photos from Gillian.
Never a dull moment in the day of a bird or the observer.
Gillian Pitt

When it comes to food and water a stand off is
often inevitable. The Grey Currawong won its
stand off.

I watched the Grey Butcherbird’s behaviour
for some time as it leaned back and forth to
soak up the morning sun before breakfast.

The Australian Raven ousted the
Australian Magpie on the birdbath after
some eyeballing.

The Silver Gull and Buff-banded Rail were
passers by on the shore of Penguin Island.

AOC 2011 – Cairns, Far North Queensland

Western Australian Bird Notes
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Crossword No. 4
by Pam Agar
1
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DOWN
2. Tiny foliage forager.
3. Soft underfeathers.
5. Breeding of rare species may be reason to need one.
6. As an emperor with specially adapted feet, you
wouldn’t mind this.
7. Of the deep sea.
9. In a Kestrel, a keen one may mean an earlier dinner.
11. Area proclaimed by song.
13. Raptor with a barred belly.
16. Tidal mouth of river.
17. Ideally, everyone would get a good one every time.
19. Secretive.
20. Small diving waterbird.
21. A white one in the wing may help identify a wader in
flight.
25. Common to birds and many reptiles.
27. Common Sandpiper will do this frequently.

29

Birdland Retreat
Self-contained weekender for nature lovers on the
Blackwood River near Nannup.
Enjoy the many bird and plant
species nearby:
Birdland Retreat is located within
the Jalbarragup Important Bird
Area.

New members

Explore adjacent State Forest and
River Reserve.

The following people joined Birds Australia between 1
May and 31 July 2010. We look forward to meeting you
at our excursions and general meetings:

Sleeps six
BAWA member discount.

Ms D Anderson, Mrs P Brown Mr H de Jonge
Mr T Doherty Ms L Eilbeck and Ms A Holland Ms K
Faulkner, Ms S Gilchrist, Mr J Krawiec, Dr N Kunnen, Ms
E Lescheid, Lou Martini, Mr R and Mrs C McCallum, Mr
M McGinley, Mr D McKenzie, Mr R Munro, Ms K Sadler
and Mr S White, Mrs M Snook, Mr N Tidmarsh, Mr M
Tyler, Mrs M Wallis and Miss B Wingfield

Contact details

www.birdlandretreat.com
or Nannup Visitor Centre tel. (08) 9756 1211
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ACROSS
1. An egg could be patterned this way.
4. A twitcher would be keen to add another one.
8. The … Sandpiper has a white rump.
10. A Coot chick can do it within 24 hours of hatching.
11. Duck species, where chestnut & grey are easily
confused.
12. Bird with a preference for shallow water.
14. WA’s observatory with a claim to historical fame.
15. Nest is a shallow depression on the ground.
15. Has the audacity to lay eggs in another’s nest.
18. In front of undertail coverts.
21. Sounds like the favourite food of a Rainbow Beeeater.
22. Small, secretive waterbird.
23. Bird of prey which usually flies low when hunting.
24. A colony of several thousand penguins may evoke
this feeling.
26. As … the Common Starling hasn’t become
established in WA.
28. A Raven may do this to another bird’s nest.
29. Australia’s only representative of the Flowerpecker
family.
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Notices
Eyre Bird Observatory

WA TWITCHATHON

ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS COURSES COMING UP

The WA Twitchathon was a great success
last year so this year it’s back and we’re
hoping that even more people will get
involved!

FURRY FRIENDS
5 – 10 September 2010 inclusive
Facilitated by George & Anne McKay. Cost $560

DATES: Saturday 11th/Sunday 12th
December, 2010

“The land around the EBO is a potential home to about 14 species
of native mammals and four introduced species. The Southern
Ocean has many more visitors in the form of whales and seals.
Over the week we will attempt to see, or at least detect, as many
of these as we can. The main aim of this course is to give a basic
understanding of the techniques used to study mammals in the
wild and to monitor mammal populations. This course will give
you practical experience in the design, operation and analysis of a
survey of the mammal fauna of any particular area.”

24hr Twitch: 5pm Saturday 11th – 5pm Sunday 12th

•

12hr Twitch: 5am – 5pm Sunday 12th

•

Armchair Twitch: 8hr period on Sunday 12th

•

Teams of 2-5 people

•

Aim is to identify the most bird species in the allocated
time and HAVE FUN!

•

Prizes awarded for the most species recorded in each
of the twitches, as well as for the best/rarest sighting
and worst dip

•

$5 per head registration fee

BASIC RULES

Drift lines and pit traps will be set. The new Pygmy
Possum tubes will be erected and existing tubes
monitored. Time will also be spent looking at bats around
the observatory.
FIELD TECHNIQUES IN BIRD STUDIES
28th November – 3rd December 2010 inclusive
Facilitated by Stephen Davies

The full set of rules, along with registration forms, is
available from the BAWA office or by contacting”

One of our longest running courses and always well
attended. On this course you learn a variety of methods
used to study birds and will be introduced to a range of
census techniques. You will also be assisted with bird
identification skills, encouraged to participate in bird
banding and take part in on-going recording procedures
at the observatory. Course limited to 8 participants. (This
course is always fully booked so be quick. See report for
last course under Observatories).

jgraff2@hotmail.com.
For further information, contact John Graff, either by
e-mail at jgraff2@hotmail.com (preferred)
or by phone on 0424 008 179.

Sunday 12 December:
BAWA Christmas barbecue

The annual Christmas barbecue this year
will be held as usual, at Peregrine House,
at about 6:00 pm, on the lawn at the rear
of the building.
Bring your own food and drink, and chairs if possible.
The Twitchathon will finish at the barbecue and winners
of the various categories announced.
All members welcome.

Parry’s Lagoon

Counts of water-dependent birds needed
Parry’s Lagoon, located between Wyndham and
Kununurra in the east Kimberley, is likely to meet
Important Bird Area (IBA) nomination criteria but
unfortunately few data are available to support a
nomination. Over the next few years, beginning now,
we would like people travelling through the area to
do counts of all waterbirds (including resident and
migratory shorebirds) in all of the lagoons, both in
the nature reserve and outside it. As the Dry season
continues, the lagoons dry out progressively; in the Wet
season, extensive areas are inundated. In all seasons, salt
water crocodiles may occur in the area and care should
be taken to not wade in water or go too close to the
water’s edge. High counts of migratory shorebirds might
be possible as the wetlands dry out after the Wet season.
If you do a waterbird count, please submit the count and
other relevant information to the Birds Australia Atlas. It
would also be useful if you would send your data to Jan
Lewis, who is coordinating a possible IBA nomination.
For more information, please contact Jan Lewis:
jan.lewis@westnet.com.au
Western Australian Bird Notes

•

COMBINED CHARITIES CARD SHOP
The Combined Charities Card Shop is looking for
volunteers to help sell Christmas cards. Around
twenty-seven charities benefit from the sale of these
cards, including Birds Australia Western Australia
which sold $1564.50 worth of our cards through the
shop last year.
Anyone interested in volunteering should contact the
Shop Manager, Sally Wilson, on 9310 8496 and, also,
to be covered by our insurance, either Beryl Walker on
9397 6887 or Valerie Hemsley on 9364 6573.
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Country branches
ALBANY BRANCH
We continued on to a small park next to Oyster Harbour
where a pair of Australian Hobbies sat in a dead tree
making it easy for us to admire them. Our next stop at a
reserve off Prideaux Road presented us with an Australian
Owlet-Nightjar snoozing at the entrance of its hollow. We
finished the day with lunch along the banks of the Kalgan
River where we added four Whistling Kites to our final tally
of 46 species.

May 2010 outing
Twenty-four of us met on a very cold morning, but the
day turned out to be a beautiful one. Our first stop was
Takenup Road, where we saw a few bushbirds. Then we
went on to the south of the Porongurups, where we had
some good sightings. We all had good views of a Fantailed Cuckoo and Scarlet Robins, male and female. Also
seen were Western Yellow and White-breasted Robins.
There seemed to be quite a number of Black-faced Cuckooshrikes. The final count was 43 species.

Future outings

Liz and Charlie Davies
13 July outing, Kalgan area
After what must have been Albany’s coldest day on record,
only the bravest souls ventured out and were duly rewarded
with plenty of birdlife. Instead of visiting Twin Creeks
Conservation Reserve, we decided to stay near Albany
and strolled around Riverview Golf Course where we had
good views of quite a variety of bushbirds including Scarlet
Robin, Western Thornbill, Red-eared Firetail and Fan-tailed
Cuckoo.

Excursions will take place on Tuesday, 14 September,
12 October and 9 November as well as Sunday, 26
September and Saturday, 23 October. More details about
destinations and where to meet will be made available on
BAWA e-news. Excursion leaders will be Ray Garstone
(PH: 9844 7540, Brad Kneebone (PH: 9845 2233) or Anne
Bondin (PH: 9844 1793). Please don’t hesitate to contact
us if you need further information. Our e-mail address is:
albanybirds@hotmail.com
Anne Bondin

LOWER SOUTH WEST BRANCH
May 16 outing, Phillip’s Swamp, Wilgarup

July 18 outing, King Jarrah Tree Reserve, Manjimup

Water levels were lower than usual so several Spotless
Crakes were seen foraging out on the open mud and a Buffbanded Rail that had been reported by Marco earlier in the
month was seen by some members as well. Eight species
of duck were recorded along with lots of Little Grassbirds
and Black-fronted Dotterels that were also taking advantage
of the exposed mud. A Peregrine Falcon showed well
before flying from its perch and a party of Varied Sittellas
passed through the eucalypts on the water’s edge. All up
we recorded an impressive 60 species for the morning.

Members from Pemberton, Manjimup and Bridgetown
braved the inclement weather in what turned out to be a
very pleasant walk around the King Jarrah Tree Reserve.
Our first notable sighting was in fact not a bird but a
Southern Brown Bandicoot, which scampered across the
track right in front of us. The boundary track was alive with
birds and in the space of 100 m we saw several Scarlet,
Western Yellow and White-breasted Robins all sitting on the
fence. The dams along the Manjimup Brook were full and
a total of 16 waterbird species were seen, including many
Hardheads. Back at the picnic area and a party of Varied
Sittellas appeared, foraging their way through the canopy,
making it 45 species recorded for the morning.

June 20 outing, Lake Towerinning

Other BAWA birding activities of interest

The excursion out to Lake Towerinning near Moodiarrup on
June 20 was attended by 12 members and friends, ranging
from Pemberton, Manjimup, Bridgetown, Perth and Wagin,
and proved to be an excellent day. Lake Towerinning has
been listed nationally as an Important Bird Area because it
frequently supports a large proportion of the world’s Bluebilled Ducks so the group volunteered to undertake this
survey as one of its monthly outings. We counted around
360 Blue-billed Ducks on the main lake and, as an added
bonus, observed four Freckled Ducks (Australia’s rarest
duck) amongst them. Other birds in great abundance were
Pink-eared Ducks (350) and Hoary-headed Grebes (355).
On the adjoining wetland sanctuary were Black-winged
and Banded Stilts as well as Red-necked Avocets and
Black-fronted Dotterels and in the surrounding bushland
we recorded Scarlet, Hooded and Red-capped Robins and
several species of honeyeater. For the day we saw 67
species including 25 species of waterbird.
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Stirling Range Retreat – experienced BAWA members are
on hand to take bird walks around the Retreat from 18th
September to 31st October.
Twitchathon – Saturday 11th and Sunday 12th December
for 24 hour twitch. Also 12 hour and Armchair Twitch for
teams of 2 – 5 people. Great fun! Contact jgraff2@hotmail.
com.
Important note: Please ensure that you let one of the
leaders know if you intend coming along to one of the bird
walks so we can ensure everyone is present before we
commence:
Erica Shedley 9761 7512 or e.shedley@bigpond.com
Peter Taylor 9772 4788 or goodoldpete@westnet.com.au
Gillian Wheatley 9761 1274 or
snottygobble@westnet.com.au
Rose Ferrell 9776 0400
Peter Taylor
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Table: Country groups – Lower South-West Birding Group Calendar, July-December 2010

Date
Sunday 19th
September
Saturday 16th
October

Friday 26th,
Saturday 27th
and Sunday 28th
November
Saturday 18th
December

Meeting
Time
8.30am

Half/Full Day

Place

Directions

Half Day

8.30am

Half day

Thomas Farm and
forest, Kirup
Bird ID course at
Bridgetown

Meet at corner of SW Highway and Cundinup
Rd, 4km N of Mullalyup
Meet at Bridgetown Lesser Hall for ID course.

1.00pm

Half day

Sunnyside Reserve

5pm
Friday or
8.30am
Saturday
8.30am

Weekend campout
for Little and
Australasian
Bitterns
Full day

Lake Muir and
surrounding swamps

Meet at Sunnyside Reserve 12km E along Tweed
Rd, Bridgetown
Meet at Unicup Hall. Details provided at a later
date. Camping in the hall and in surrounding
grounds.

Wildhorse Swamp

Meet at Trigwell Bridge, about 70km ENE of
Boyup Brook on Arthur River Rd

Excursion reports
SUMMER TRACK, NORTH BANNISTER, 24 April
Eight members and one visitor arrived at Summer Track in
very cold but still and sunny conditions. At the Summer Track
site we all had good views of Scarlet Robin, Tawny-crowned
Honeyeater, White-eared Honeyeater and Regent Parrot. Some
saw White-breasted Robin and Red-winged Fairy-wren. The
total at this first site was 28 species.
We then went to a Wandoo site on Wearne Road where we saw
32 species including Hooded Robin, Western Yellow Robin,
Restless Flycatcher, Painted Button-quail, Elegant Parrot,
Blue-breasted Fairy-wren, White-browed Babbler and Crested
Shrike-tit. The total number of species seen was 46.

A great deal of effort was put into seeing the Noisy Scrub-bird
and we were eventually rewarded with glimpses and some
excellent views by most of the participants. Marjory Clegg
had good views of this elusive species for the first time in 30
years of trying! Champagne corks were popped.
A trip to spectacular Waychinicup was a first for many and
we added Western Wattlebird, Spotted Pardalote, Laughing
Kookaburra and Common Sandpiper to the list.
On the last day we again had excellent views of the Noisy
Scrub-bird as it did a complete circuit of its territory crossing
roads five times. A total of 29 people attended seeing 91
species of birds.
Sue Abbotts

Robyn Pickering
ELLIS BROOK, 2 May
CHEYNES BEACH CAMPOUT, 24-26 April
The caravan park lived up to its reputation as great for birding
with Brush and Common Bronzewing, Carnaby’s BlackCockatoo enjoying roasted nuts from the controlled burn three
days previously, Purple-crowned Lorikeet, Fan-tailed Cuckoo,
Red-eared Firetail, Red-winged Fairy-wren, Tawny Frogmouth
and White-breasted Robin easily seen.
On Saturday we were joined by two members of the Albany
Group and walked in a circuit across to Back Beach, which
eventually got us out of the burnt area. Heard but not seen
were all three target species of Noisy Scrub-bird, Western
Whipbird and Western Bristlebird. Five species of honeyeater,
Southern Emu-wren and Little Eagle in both light and very
dark morphs were seen. We had good views of the strait
between Bald Island and the mainland, thanks to those
carrying ‘scopes, and saw Australasian Gannet, Yellow-nosed
Albatross and Flesh-footed Shearwater.
Western Australian Bird Notes

Twenty members proceeded from the lower car park and up
through the dry river valley to the top of the waterfall and
back down the opposite side, with a slight detour above the
falls in search of Red-eared Firetail, heard but proved elusive
on the day.
Seven honeyeater species were seen including Tawnycrowned, White-cheeked, White-naped, Brown, New Holland,
Western and Red Wattlebirds and Western Spinebill. Also
there were great views of Dusky Woodswallow, White-browed
Scrubwren, Spotted and Striated Pardalote. The only raptor
seen was a Collared Sparrowhawk.
A total of 37 species was seen and heard.
During morning tea a lovely male King Parrot (almost
certainly an escapee) flew over and was the last bird of the
morning.
Steve Burns
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HELENA VALLEY, BOYA, 9 May

BICKLEY BROOK, ORANGE GROVE, 30 May

A very cold, clear morning saw 21 members gathered at
the gate into the reserve. Apart from the Australian Raven,
Australian Magpie, Australian Ringneck, Red-capped Parrot
and Galah, birds were few and far between. However, the large
Wandoo marked the transition from Jarrah to Wandoo forest
where many more honeyeaters and other small bushbirds were
seen. Everyone made it down the short, steep track to the
water’s edge where we were greeted with the sight of large
numbers of waterbirds on the dam, including Musk Duck and
Australasian Shoveler. There were 46 species in all seen.

Members were joined by two English visitors for our walk at
Bickley Brook. A fine, clear morning allowed birders good
sightings of Dusky Woodswallow and Golden Whistler. A few
of the group saw Red-eared Firetail. Also seen were Rufous
Whistler, Grey Shrike-thrush, Mistletoebird, as well as Spotted
and Striated Pardalote. A White-browed Scrub-wren was
spotted in a tree. Raptors sighted were the Brown Goshawk
and Square-tailed Kite. A Rainbow Lorikeet was also seen.

(See photo on page 2 of a A White-tailed Grey Fantail,
subspecies albicauda, normally found only in arid and semiarid areas, netted by Michael Brooker at Helena Valley on 3
June.)
Andrew Hobbs

Some of the birds at the dam were the Australasian Grebe,
Pacific Black Duck, Australian Shelduck, and a Little Pied
Cormorant sunning itself on the fence. A total of 42 species
were recorded for the morning.
Thanks to Ruth and John and the rest of the group for a very
pleasant walk (see photo on page 43).
Beryl Walker

LAKE YANGEBUP, 16 May
Twenty-two enthusiastic birders turned
out on a nippy Sunday morning to
walk around Lake Yangebup. The
temperature rose when the sun came
out and we were rewarded with a count
of 65 birds. Another one was added to
the list after the majority of the birders
had left giving a total of 66 species.
The highlights of the morning were the
sighting of a Radjah Shelduck amongst
a group of Australian Shelducks, and
big numbers of Pink-eared Ducks
flying around the lake and landing in
the middle. Thanks must go to Claire
Gerrish for stepping in and leading half
the group when Dave Crossley was
unable to attend.
Jan Crossley

MT GIBSON SANCTUARY
CAMPOUT, 4 -7 June

Entry to the Mt Gibson Sanctuary
(see more photos on page 43).
Photo: Jennifer Sumpton

A Foundation Day long weekend
campout was held again at Mt Gibson
Sanctuary, an Australian Wildlife
Conservancy (AWC) property 75 km
north of Wubin. A long, dry summer
had resulted in stressed vegetation
with little flowering apparent. Birds
were subsequently hard to find and
honeyeaters noticeably absent in most
areas. Highlights included a Malleefowl
and a Major Mitchell Cockatoo,
Southern Scrub-robin, Grey-fronted
Honeyeater and Chestnut Quail-thrush.
Total number of bird species recorded in
the sanctuary was 52 with no waterbirds
at all.

Thanks go to John and Ruth Luyer,
Pam and George Agar and Max Howard
for leading the groups and to Jo and the AWC crew for the
Saturday night BBQ.
Peter Taylor

THE SPECTACLES, 20 May
A warm morning after a long hot summer and the birds
were fairly quiet except Western and Red Wattlebirds in the
flowering banksias. Eighteen people walked down to the bird
hide on the dry lake seeing Grey Currawong and Splendid
Fairy-wrens.

DRYANDRA CAMPOUT, 5 to 7 June

We then walked the 3 km loop of the Banksia Trail in two
groups, meeting half way to compare notes. We encountered a
‘bird wave’ causing some excitement, of small birds including
Silvereye, Scarlet Robin, Yellow-rumped and Inland Thornbill,
Weebill and Western Gerygone. Whistling Kite, Swamp
Harrier and Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo flew over. Red-capped
Parrot and Dusky Woodswallow were seen as well as the
expected species. A total of 34 species for the morning.
Sue Abbotts
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At Congelin campground on a cold Friday night we all had
Clive Napier to thank for thoughtfully providing a major
supply of extremely well seasoned wood-turning timber to
keep the nightly campfire going, a welcome treat. Saturday
morning saw the group assembled for our first briefing from
Maris, followed by a ramble in smaller groups through the
nearby bush. As expected for the time of year, the birds were
sparse unless one was lucky to find a good spot or came across
a feeding party moving through the bush. This set the scene
for most of the long weekend during which the group sampled
many areas of the Dryandra woodland, from the area west of
the York – Williams road east to the Lol Grey Lookout.
Western Australian Bird Notes
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The birding highlight came on Sunday afternoon. Maureen
and Ted Cawley, when along Marri Road, had a Crested
Shrike-tit flitting around them during lunch. It was still around
when the whole group arrived, so we had good views as it
worked its way through the foliage of the taller eucalypts
nearby. During the afternoon we saw Hooded Robin, both
male and female, followed by other species including Redcapped and Scarlet Robin and White-browed Babbler, one of
the best sightings all weekend.
Apart from birds, the visit to the nocturnal animal enclosure
run by the Department of Environment and Conservation
was a highlight for most on Saturday evening. An Echidna
found by Jill Hobbs was also of interest for some, though no
Numbats were seen during the weekend.

GLENEAGLES REST AREA, 27 June
The cold but still weather greeted the 15 birders including two
new members. Very little was seen or heard until after 9 am
when the birds began to get active. The total of 26 species was
disappointing, and an indication of the season. The highlights
were the very large number of Striated Pardalotes, a pair of
Tawny Frogmouths (see photo on page 2), a male Western
Rosella, a pair of Scarlet Robins and good views of a Dusky
Woodswallow in flight. Western Spinebill, Red-winged Fairywren and Western Wattlebird were seen briefly. Western
Thornbill was only heard. The White-naped Honeyeaters gave
their full range of calls. White-breasted Robin and Western
Yellow Robin were not located.
Frank O’Connor

The final species count was 71, a surprise
given the general paucity of birds. The grand
prize was won by Alyson Paull for her guess
at the total number of species seen over the
weekend (see photo on page 43).

ERIC SINGLETON RESERVE, 8 July

We all expressed our gratitude to Maris
Lauva and Wayne Zadow for organising and
running a thoroughly delightful and enjoyable
weekend.
Andrew Hobbs

With the weather chilly and an ominous cloud
front approaching, 12 brave souls including a
Canadian visitor assembled. Thanks to John’s
leadership we enjoyed a pleasant walk, seeing
a variety of water and bushbirds.
Forty-seven species were noted including a
flying display by a brown goshawk and a pair
of Australian Pelicans patrolling the river.

TOM BATEMAN PARK, 13 June
A very small group enjoyed perfect
conditions, cool, sunny and still, while
exploring the wetlands and bush areas of this
urban park.

Admiring the Echidna at Dryandra.
Photo: Andrew Hobbs

Small flocks of Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos
were seen feeding on Cape Lilac berries just beyond the park
but the highlight of the day was two Little Eagles, one a light
morph, the other a dark morph. Excellent views of both birds
were enjoyed, both in flight and perched in nearby trees. The
use of a scope added to the experience.
A total of 43 species was reasonable though numbers of birds
overall were not high.
Pam Agar
FLYNN ROAD, MUNDARING, 19 June
A number of birders met at Flynn Road in fine but cool
conditions to search for some of the area’s special birds. A
Brown-headed and several Tawny-crowned Honeyeaters
provided early highlights, followed later by good views of
a pair of Crested Shrike-tits. Several people also saw a Pied
Butcherbird, which is uncommon in the area. Other sightings
of interest included Elegant Parrot, Purple-crowned Lorikeet,
Peregrine Falcon, Painted Button-quail and Western Yellow
Robin.
Most of the group moved on to a second site for lunch. A
small rock pool had attracted a number of honeyeater species
(including Yellow-plumed and White-naped) and several
Hooded Robins were seen well. The final count was an
excellent 54 species. Many thanks to Charles Merriam for
leading this walk.
John Graff
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We were lucky to enjoy morning tea and the
bird call before the weather broke.
Maureen Cawley

YORK TREE PLANTING AND
EXCURSION, 16-17 July
On Friday, two BAWA members joined 15 Men Of The Trees
(MOTT) members to plant 4500 trees and understory native
plants on a property in York. It was great fun and the muffins
plentiful to bolster the workers in a not too arduous planting.
The following day 21 intrepid birders — 15 BAWA members
and six very welcome guests from MOTT — were not deterred
by a typical brisk York morning and were rewarded with clear
blue skies, very little wind and a variety of birds. The first stop
was One Mile Pool where 27 birds were sighted including
Elegant Parrot and Chestnut-rumped Thornbill. From there
we drove to the Golf Links Reserve where 24 birds were seen
with Elegant Parrots aplenty and both Golden and Rufous
Whistler and Rufous Tree-creeper present. After morning tea
we drove on to Dell’s Reserve. We saw 34 birds and a standoff between a pair of Peregrine Falcons and an Australian
Wood Duck whose fate remains unknown. Red-tailed BlackCockatoos, a Tawny- crowned Honeyeater, Scarlet Robin and
a Red-capped Parrot were amongst the birds seen here. A total
of 55 bird species was seen for the excursion.
Cheryl Warburton
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NORTH MOLE, 24 July
A small group of eight birders gathered at North Mole
for a seawatch, under the expert guidance of Mike Craig.
The weather was fine, with a light offshore breeze which,
unfortunately, meant there were very few seabirds to see
and only 11 species of bird were seen for the day. We did,
however, have excellent views of Australasian Gannets
passing close to the Mole and of an Eastern Osprey that landed
on top of the lighthouse. Several Brown Skuas were also seen,
although these mostly kept well offshore. Many thanks to
Mike for providing his leadership and expertise on this ‘walk’.
John Graff

Saturday morning saw an early 8 am start in spite of the
cold night. A walk on the top of a hill where an oil well was
drilled saw us notch up White-fronted Honeyeater, Whitebrowed Scrubwren and fairy wrens. A drive to the area where
Malleefowl had been seen failed to produce this bird, but we
saw breeding Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike, Brown Falcon and
Red-capped Robin amongst others. At lunch we surprised an
Australian Wood Duck out of a tree hollow with down stuck
around the entrance — possibly breeding? Our last stop was to
view the unusual mound springs which are the natural outlet
for artesian water
Sunday involved a stop on Beekeepers Road where a Hooded
Robin was ticked, then on to our final venue at Lake Indoon
where there were not many waterbirds but our final total was
78 species.

WESTERN FLORA VIA ENEABBA CAMPOUT,
30 July –1 August
The early arrivals at Western Flora assembled after lunch on
Friday and went on a leisurely walk through the banksias
to the Arrowsmith River. Many flowers were already
blooming, including Donkey Orchids and Blue Fairy Orchids.
Honeyeaters called and swooped but proved difficult to spot.
Brown and White-cheeked seemed to predominate. The two
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resident Tawny Frogmouths near the office were a delight to
all and possibly hundreds of photos were taken of the two
huddled together on a branch at eye level.

Thanks to the Tinkers for a great BBQ and to our two leaders,
Darryl and Maris, who organised perfect weather as well as a
fantastic venue.
Libby McGill

34

Western Australian Bird Notes

Observatory reports
BROOME BIRD OBSERVATORY
Our Birds of Broome Region courses in September and
October are already full, so you will need to get in early for
next year! Our next course will be the very popular Wave
the Waders Goodbye course run in Late March and Early
April 2011.

might have to get up there before it turns into a giant gas
plant.
The Semi-palmated Plover remains at the sewage works.
Although often elusive he can be located most weeks by
those who are keen to add a new bird to their Australian
list.

The first of the migratory waders returned in late July. We
have had a Sharp-tailed Sandpiper in the bay, as well as
Common Sandpipers. There is great
anticipation of the return of the
Greater Sand Plovers as 30 of them
were fitted with geolocators to track
their movements. Members of the
Australian Wader Study Group will
come to Broome to try to recapture
them during September. This should
reveal some fantastic data.

The weather in Broome this year
has been very unusual. We had a
very dry wet season with almost
no rain in February and March. We
had rain again in May followed by a
record fall of 118 mm in July. This
closed our road for about ten days
in the middle of our busiest month.
But now everything is green again,
and the lakes have refilled since
being dry in June.

Asian Dowitchers have been seen
regularly and a Common Redshank is
still seen occasionally. Good mixed
flocks of up to 5000 shorebirds
can be seen around the observatory
most days when the tide is suitable.

We don’t just look after birds here.
We had to rescue a Spiny-tailed
Spiny-tailed Monitor
Monitor that had managed to
Photo: Toni Marsh
get its head stuck in a drink can.
It went away happily after we
During June we had six Australasian
carefully cut the can away with
Shovelers out at the lakes. This is only the second time
a knife. It’s not only plastics that create havoc with our
they have been recorded in the area. There was also a
wildlife.
Peregrine Falcon seen chasing ducks at the lakes and
Peter Struik and Toni Marsh, Wardens
attacking a Hardhead. We had our first ever record of a
Buff-sided Robin at James Price Point on 11 July. We all

EYRE BIRD OBSERVATORY
Roger and Cheryl McCallum, who were
returning as volunteers for a second time, have
now handed over to George and Anne McKay.
George and Anne will present a new course
in September on “Furry Friends.” George has
had a great deal of experience in studying
mammals. The main aim of this course is to give a basic
understanding of the techniques used to study mammals in
the wild and to monitor mammal populations. This course
will give you practical experience in the design, operation
and analysis of a survey of the mammal fauna of any
particular area.

approaching Green Bottle Junction, with two guests in our
car, when we spied a Carpet Python about to cross the
road.
Our guests were taken by the size of the reptile, which they
estimated to be 2.2 to 2.4 metres with a girth of around
125 mm. It was a big snake and it took some time before
all were game to leave the safety of the vehicle.
The snake was also feeling a little nervous, so headed for a
tree and commenced to demonstrate its climbing ability. We
were amazed at the ease and the strength it showed as it
reached with its head to limbs some 600 mm above it. As
we all became a little more comfortable, quite a few photos
were taken (see photo on page 44).

There have been some interesting observations made this
last quarter. The observatory is involved with all types of
field work. Snakes and snails caught our attention this time
as well as a white-tailed Grey Fantail.

Other Carpet Pythons have been sighted in the area but it
is still quite amazing to come across such a beautiful and
large reptile in such a harsh environment.

Carpet Python

Snail

With guests to be taken out to the car park and other
guests due to leave, we suggested it would be a nice day
to visit Burnabbie to view the old station ruins and have
a picnic lunch. All were keen to go so lunch was packed
and then enjoyed at Burnabbie. On our return we were
Western Australian Bird Notes

Advice on the identification of a snail seen at the
observatory, was sought from Shirley Slack-Smith, Curator
of Molluscs, Department of Aquatic Zoology, Western
Australian Museum, and her response follows:
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“I have been passed your message (and accompanying
photo) about the snail on the verandah at the observatory
and I, presumably like you, went to the 1997 land-snail
publication by Alan Solem.

The snail.
Photo: Roger McCallum

Since then, George and Anne found another (? the same)
one this morning. We note your instructions on keeping
them dry and will follow them.

“Based on the descriptions and
illustrations in that publication,
I do agree with you that it is a
specimen of Pleuroxia oligopleura
(Tate, 1894). However, I also have
been able to compare your fine
photo with the specimens from
that area in our dry collection and
the differences between P.
oligopleura and P. polypleura are
much more obvious in the actual
shells.

Grey Fantail
We were treated to a different bird on 20 May when a
Grey Fantail, race albicauda, dropped in at the bird bath. It
was seen by quite a few but the photos I have are with its
wings closed so therefore not showing its beautiful, white
tail. We are watching out for it in case it returned but the
following days were showery and not a lot happened in
the bird department. The bird returned a week later. We
were able to photograph it this time with the tail open. We
believe it is the same one but its tail may not be quite as
outstandingly white in our current cloudy light. A photo
may be seen on page 44.
See our website for further details of activities, sightings
and courses available this year www.eyrebirds.org.

“I am afraid that I do not have any first-hand knowledge of
the biology or ecology of this snail species. However, as I
am sure you would realise, these snails, like most others,
are active after rain when temperature and humidity allow
them to emerge, mate, feed (probably on decomposing
litter, fungi), and lay eggs before the weather becomes dry
again.

Alma de Rebeira
Chair, Eyre Management Committee
Report from Anne and George McKay,
Volunteer Caretakers, Eyre

“Now, could I ask a favour of you, please?

We are having a wonderful time! There have been some
memorable things already for us. Perhaps the best for me
was finding a Pigmy Possum in a nesting tube on our first
or second day, shades of our visit in 2002 when we saw
two Malleefowl on the way in, to everyone’s chagrin. We
have found a Fiordland Penguin (still in the freezer) and
a Southern Giant Petrel. In fact, there were two others,
beach-washed birds, in worse condition, so probably they
all suffered in the same storm. There was a gannet, too.

“So, may I ask you to collect some snails for me, please?
These could be of any species (native or introduced, from
around the observatory or elsewhere, alive or dead but
preferably alive) so that we can continue to fill in our
collections and hopefully, to accumulate material that
would be suitable for future genetic research by us or by
someone else?
“The care of live snails from fairly dry to arid habitats
poses few problems. They are quite accustomed to
remaining inactive and fasting for long periods when their
environment is dry. So the main idea is not to take pity
on them, unless one wishes to keep them as pets or to
study their behaviour! They survive best if packed with dry
paper, dry leaf litter or similar and placed in a perforated
dry container. It is best to resist the temptation to be kind,
so green leaves should not be added as these would give
off moisture and cause the snails to remain active, crawling
around until they became exhausted and drop down dead.

The Major Mitchell’s Cockatoos were absent for our first 10
or 12 days, but turned up last week to our delight. What
magnificent creatures they are. And now we have a snail,
which has also been welcomed. You know all the wonderful
things about here — the birds all day long at the baths on
sunny days, the peace, the gorgeous bush in this valley…
the whole thing.
Anne and George McKay

Shirley Slack-Smith
Curator of Molluscs, Department of Aquatic Zoology,
Western Australian Museum”

Digital photos
When submitting electronic images for possible use in WABN, please use a medium to high resolution, eg, 300 dpi, as this
provides a clear reproduction.
Most digital cameras provide an option for selecting the resolution. Low resolution images generally are used only for
display on computer monitors and not for printing.
When emailing photos, please send them separately and not embedded in Word documents.
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Coming events
Important note re campouts
Members anticipating attending campouts must notify the BAWA Office (9383 7749) of the number in their party and when they will
arrive. If you are unsure, put your name down as you can always cancel.
An emergency contact number should also be provided in case of accident.

New members
Please let the leaders know that you are a new member and don’t hesitate to ask for assistance with bird sightings.

Sunday 5 September: Wungong Gorge
Half-day excursion

for waterbirds and bushbirds around
this pleasant suburban lake.

Meet at 8.30 am at the first car park for
Wungong Dam at the end of Admiral
Road, off Albany Highway. Over 90
species of birds have been recorded here
including Red-eared Firetail, Whitebreasted Robin and Red-winged Fairywren.

For members and the general public.

For members and guests only.

Meet at 8:30 am at the car park for the
Visitors’ Centre. Drive east along Great
Eastern Highway through Mundaring
and Sawyers Valley. Turn left into Old
Northam Road at the sign for Chidlow.
Turn left into Northcoate Road past the
Chidlow oval and then first right past
the primary school into Lilydale Road.
Karakamia is 4.25 km down Lilydale
Road on the left hand side. Firmly press
the white button and come through the
electronic gate, up the gravel drive for
about 1 km to the Visitors’ Centre. Allow
for one hour to drive from Perth city.
Karakamia is owned by the Australian
Wildlife Conservancy (AWC). We will
carry out some bird surveys and there
may be rare mammals about, too.
AWC members will be joining us and a
sausage sizzle lunch will be provided.

Leader: Steve Burns
Saturday 11 September: Lightning
Swamp, Noranda
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8.00 am at the gate in the
south east corner of the bushland, on
Della Road. Lightning Swamp, part
of Noranda Open Space, is an area
of seasonal wetlands and banksia
woodland. The area supports some
waterbirds and the bushland supports
some species that are uncommon in
smaller reserves, such as Western
Thornbill, Tawny-crowned Honeyeater
and Red-capped Robin. Some areas
will be restricted due to the presence of
dieback.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Maris Lauva
Sunday 12 September: Pelagic Trip,
Hillarys Boat Harbour
This is your chance to see albatross and
petrel close up. Bring your camera and
lunch. The Blue Juice Charters boat
leaves at 7:00 am and we return at about
3:30 pm. We will head nearly 60 km
offshore to the trench west of Rottnest to
look for seabirds and cetaceans. The cost
will be $100 if there are 27 people.
You must book by contacting Alan
Collins on 9291 4219 or alaninoz@iinet.
net.au.
Leader: Alan Collins
Thursday 16 September: Lake
Claremont, Swanbourne
Half-day excursion
Meet at 9:30 am at the northern end of
Stirling Road, Claremont. We will look
Western Australian Bird Notes

Leader: David Free
Saturday 18 September: Karakamia
Sanctuary, Chidlow
Half-day excursion including BBQ

For members and guests only
Leader: Max Howard
Friday 24 to Monday 27 September:
Jaurdi State Forest, Shire of Coolgardie
Long weekend campout
Jaurdi Station is a good birding area
due to excellent diversity of landforms
and vegetation. Ninety six species have
been recorded, mostly during BAWA
visits. Some specialties include Gilbert’s
Whistler, nesting Purple–crowned
Lorikeet, Redthroat, Peregrine Falcon,
Major Mitchell’s Cockatoo, Ground
Cuckoo-shrike and Southern Scrubrobin.
We will meet at the station on the
evening of Friday 24 September. Travel
on the Great Eastern Highway to
Yellowdine. This is the last fuel stop and
please fill there. Travel 65 km further
east to Boorabbin townsite (deserted but
signed). Turn north on to the recently
graded Ryan’s Find Road. Travel north
for approximately 48 km to the rail
37

crossing. Cross the line and continue
north for about 1 km where a sign will
direct left to the campsite If towing a
longer caravan contact the leader, Clive
Napier, for alternate directions.
There are three shearers’ rooms each
with two camp beds and a large
machinery shed/shearing shed which
can be used for camping. The rooms can
be booked but please make your own
arrangements so that each room is fully
utilised. There is abundant space for
tents and caravans. The shearers’ kitchen
is available for cooking and a bathroom
with hot and cold water is available.
Toilet facilities are also there.
Numbers will be limited to 30 members
only so book early.
Members and guests only.
Leaders: Clive and Wendy Napier
Saturday 25 September: Wellard
Wetlands, Baldivis
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the entrance to
Wellard Wetlands on the northern side of
Zigzag Road, 1 km from St Albans Road.
Coming from Perth, turn left off the
freeway into Mundijong Road, then right
into St Albans Road. There should be
plenty of bushbirds and waterbirds here,
as well as several species of raptors.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Charles Merriam
Monday 27 September: Bold Park Eco
Centre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat
Meeting, 7:30 pm
Joe Tonga will give an illustrated talk
entitled “Mixed marriages — in birds,
with secrets revealed. How to keep bees
from entering your nest box”.
Sunday 3 October: Dell Forest,
Kalamunda
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at Dell Forest, just off
Mundaring Road, 9 km from Kalamunda
along Mundaring Weir Road. Park in the
picnic area on the left hand side of the
road, just after the Dell Forest sign. This
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area has been surveyed since 1987 and is
predominately Jarrah forest with stands
of Wandoo along the gully. Over 70
species have been recorded in the area,
including Emu, Painted Button-quail and
many of the south-west endemics. The
excursion will finish about 1:00 pm, so
bring lunch if you wish.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Sean Van Alphen

Sunday 17 October: Herdsman Lake,
Stirling
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park of the
Perth Pony Club. To reach the car park,
drive along Jon Sanders Drive from the
Perth direction and turn left just before
you reach Selby Street. This is one of the
waterbird refuges that never dry. Bring
your telescope if you have one.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Andrew Hobbs

Saturday 9 October: Alfred Cove,
Melville
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park in Troy
Park next to the oval, off Burke Drive,
Attadale. There should be migratory
waders and waterbirds around the river
and there are always bushbirds in the
park.
For members and guests only.
Leader: John Graff
Sunday 10 October: Kogolup/
Thomson’s Lake, Cockburn
Nocturnal walk
Meet at 6.45 pm in the car park on
Branch Circus. Take the Beeliar Drive
exit off the Freeway and head west,
turning left into Hammond Road and
then right into Branch Circus. Travel
along Branch Circus for about 1 km
until you see a limestone parking area
on the right. We will walk through the
woodland around one or both of the
lakes hoping to spotlight nocturnal
birds such as Southern Boobook, Tawny
Frogmouth and Eastern Barn Owl. This
walk will also coincide with Perth Zoo’s
annual Tiwest Night Stalk, so we will
also be keeping an eye out for other
nocturnal animals. Please bring a small
torch and insect repellent.
For members and guests only.
Leader: John Graff

Thursday 14 October: Victoria
Reservoir, Canning Mills
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park beside
the information board at the entrance to
the dam. From Perth, travel east along
Welshpool Road to the T-junction at
Canning Road, turn right and travel
for about 400 m to Masonmill Road.
Continue along this road for about 600
m, following the signs to the dam past
the rose nursery, to the entrance to the
car park. We will follow several walking
tracks in this area.
For members and the general public.
Leaders: Ted and Maureen Cawley
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Friday 22 to Sunday 24 October:
Australasian Bittern Survey campout,
Albany
Volunteers are required for a weekend
survey for Australasian Bittern and Little
Bittern at south coastal wetlands near
Albany, to be undertaken in conjunction
with DEC staff. Surveys will be done
on the Friday and Saturday evenings
starting near sunset and finishing
approximately two hours after sunset.
A survey on the Saturday morning may
also be conducted. Volunteers must have
good hearing and good mobility for
these night-time surveys.
Participants can stay at the Two Peoples
Bay research quarters, either inside
the house itself or in tents or caravans
outside for a nominal fee. The house
is equipped with a kitchen, toilets and
showers.
Some of these wetlands have been
recognised internationally as an
Important Bird Area (IBA) so sightings
from here contribute to this BA project.
For further details and to register contact
Robyn Pickering (pickyang@smartchat.
net.au) or telephone 9312 1671.
Saturday 23 October: Woodman Point,
Cockburn
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park at
Woodman Point on Jervoise Bay. Turn
right off Cockburn Road, into O’Kane
Court, then left into Jervoise Bay Cove
and almost immediately right into
Woodman Point Road. Drive to the end
of the road and take the last left to the
car park. We will walk along the beach
to the point and back along the other
side to Cockburn Cement Jetty to look
for waders and seabirds. Bring your
telescopes.
For members and guests.
Leader: Sue Abbotts
Monday 25 October: Bold Park Eco
Centre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat
Meeting, 7:30 pm
Derek McGinn, an experienced naturalist
from Scotland, will give an illustrated
38

talk on “Birds of Scotland, including
some flora and fauna”.
Saturday 30 October to Sunday 7
November: Little Bittern Blitz
After the success of the 2009 Little Bittern
Blitz, we are again looking for volunteers
to survey a rushy/reedy wetland near
them in the south-west (Yanchep to Cape
Arid) or Kimberley regions on a night of
your choice between 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm.
For further details and to register contact
Robyn Pickering (pickyang@smartchat.
net.au) or telephone 9312 1671.
Sunday 31 October: Collins Road,
Brookton Highway
Half-day excursion
Meet at 9:30 am on Collins Road. Park
on the left hand side of Collins Road
about 1 km from Brookton Highway.
The Collins Road turnoff is about 50 km
from the junction of Brookton Highway
and Canning Road, on the right hand
side coming from Perth. If you reach
the turnoff to Beverley you have gone
too far! We will walk through this area
of Wandoo woodland where 61 species
have been recorded, including Bluebreasted Fairy-wren and Crested Shriketit.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Michael Brooker
Monday 1 to Wednesday 3 November:
Abrolhos Islands
The Houtman Abrolhos is an archipelago
of 108 islands located 80 km off the
coast. It is the breeding ground for many
seabirds including vast numbers of
Lesser and Common Noddies, Wedgetailed Shearwaters and Sooty Terns.
These islands have been recognised
internationally as an Important Bird
Area (IBA) so sightings from here
contribute to this BA project.
The MV Flying Fish Five, a purpose
built charter boat, will be our base for
the trip and will ferry us around the
islands to observe some of the 96 species
of birds that occur there. The boat sleeps
18 passengers: 6 passengers in 3 double
cabins, 4 passengers in “passage” bunks,
4 passengers in “V berth” bunks, and 4
passengers in bunks on the rear deck.
We board in Geraldton on 1 November
at 6:00 pm and have dinner on board. On
2 November we leave early for Pelsaert
Island, arriving in the mid morning. We
will go ashore to explore the island’s
wildlife. Late in the afternoon we will
move to Wooded Island in the Easter
Group of islands. On 3 November we
spend the morning exploring the birdlife
on Wooded Island. In the mid afternoon
Western Australian Bird Notes
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we will start the return journey to
Geraldton, arriving in the late afternoon.
The cost will be $770 per person for
double and twin cabins, $690 for
passage bunks and V berths and $620
for deck bunks. The cost includes meals.
Everyone makes their own way to and
from Geraldton.
The Excursions Committee tried to
organise this trip last year but as the boat
became unavailable we have booked
with a different boat company. George,
the Captain, is known to many birders
in Australia as he does the annual trip
out to Ashmore Reef and we have every
confidence that this time we will get out
there.
Please call Coates Wildlife Tours on 9330
6066 or email coates@iinet.net.au to book
your berth.
Leaders: Sue Abbotts and TBA
Friday 5 November: Long Swamp,
Kwinana
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am at Long Swamp, an
ephemeral lake and swamplands on
Hope Valley Road. Hope Valley Road
can be approached from Rockingham
Road or from the Freeway. From
Rockingham Road, turn off onto Hope
Valley Road and it is approximately 1.5
km on the left. From the Freeway, turn
west into Anketell Road then right into
Abercrombie Road then at the T junction
turn left into Hope Valley Road. Travel
another 1 km on Hope Valley Road to a
gate on the right near signage describing
the area. Since January 2009 surveys
have been carried out seasonally and 65
bird species have been seen.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Mary Vaughan (Phone 9529 3285)

Sunday 7 November: Forrestdale Lake
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am at Moore Street car park.
From Perth, drive down the Freeway,
turning left into Armadale Road.
Continue on across Nicholson Road,
then just over 1 km along turn right into
Weld Street, then second left into Loftus
Street and then right into Moore Street.
There should be plenty of waterbirds,
bushbirds and possibly some raptors.
The wildflowers should be good, too.

Saturday 13 to Sunday 14 November:
Quairading
Short weekend campout

Sunday 21 November: Beermullah
Lake, Gingin
Full day excursion

Quairading is a medium sized, wheatbelt
town settled early in the 20th century,
before there was much interest in nature
reserves or national parks, so clearing
was almost complete. Some areas of poor
soil were left uncleared and numerous
smaller areas left for future town sites. It
makes for intriguing birding to find the
species that have been able to withstand
surrounding clearing and fire over
nearly a century.

Meet at 8:30 am at the Beermullah Road
West turnoff, approximately 13 km north
of the Dewar Road turnoff into Gingin.
This is the northern entry to Gingin from
the Brand Highway. The turnoff is just
past the Bootine Road turnoff.

Quairading is due east of York and is an
easy 2-3 hour drive from Perth. The road
to York starts at The Lakes turnoff just
past Sawyers Valley on the Great Eastern
Highway. Proceed straight through
York and follow the signs. Quairading
has a modest caravan park, phone the
Shire Office (08) 9645 1001, Hotel (08)
9645 1220 and Motel (08)9645 1054 for
accommodation. Several places provide
food. The caravan park is small and
booking early is recommended.
We will start birding at 7:30 am on
Saturday. Arrangements will be made
for those travelling up on Saturday to
join the group.
Please phone the office on 9383 7749
when booking and advise if you are
arriving on Friday or Saturday. Campout
numbers are limited to 30 members only.
For members and guests only.
Leaders: Wendy and Clive Napier
Sunday 14 November: Bibra Lake,
Cockburn
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the first car park at
the northern end of the lake off Progress
Drive. Bibra Lake is a part of the Beeliar
Wetlands chain and a large number
of bushbirds and waterbirds can be
seen here. Bring water, hats, suitable
footwear, etc. Snakes have been seen
around here.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Wynton Maddeford

Thursday 18 November: Alan Anderson
Park, Darling Range, Walliston
Half-day excursion

Bring morning tea, a telescope if you
have one and rubber boots, as it will be
muddy.

Meet at 8:00 am at the car park near Alan
Anderson Park between Lawnbrook and
Pomeroy Roads, Walliston. It is easily
accessed from Welshpool Road. This is
a two-hour walk on fairly level terrain,
covering 34 ha. Sixty-four species of
birds have been counted here.

For members and guests only.

For members and the general public.

Leader: David James
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If anyone is late, the turnoff to the farm
where Beermullah Lake is located is
48.2 km up the Brand Highway from
the turnoff at Great Northern Highway.
This farm has a site location of 4791,
which is on a small sign at the top of
the driveway. Approximately 300 m
prior to getting to the turnoff there is a
large farm sign on the left which reads
“Cromarty Park”.
Bring lunch and drinks as there are no
facilities at the lake. Tracks around the
lake are sound and should be suitable to
all types of vehicle. Freckled Duck have
been seen here in the past, and there is
usually a good selection of waterbirds.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Max Howard
Monday 22 November: Bold Park Eco
Centre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat
Meeting, 7:30 pm
Chris McQuade, Manager, Sustainable
Development, Dampier Salt Ltd,
will give an illustrated talk about the
environment in the area of the Dampier
Salt works and what is being done to
preserve it.

Friday 26 to Sunday 28 November:
Australasian Bittern Survey campout,
Manjimup
Volunteers are required for a weekend
survey for the Australasian Bittern
and Little Bittern at the Muir-Unicup
wetlands near Manjimup, to be
undertaken in conjunction with DEC
staff. Surveys will be undertaken on the
Friday and Saturday evenings starting
near sunset and finishing approximately
2 hours after sunset. A survey on
the Saturday morning may also be
conducted. Volunteers must have good
hearing and good mobility for these
night-time surveys.
Participants will be able to stay at the
Unicup Hall, Unicup Road, either inside
the hall itself or in tents or caravans
outside. The hall is equipped with a
kitchen, toilets and has recently had a
shower installed.
This area has been recognised
internationally as an Important Bird
Area (IBA) so sightings from here
contribute to this BA project.
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For further details and to
register contact Peter Taylor
(goodoldpete@westnet.com.
au) or telephone 9772 4788
and mobile 0428 345 245.
Sunday 28 November:
Thomson’s Lake, Cockburn
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the car
park on Russell Road. From
the Kwinana Freeway turn
west into Russell Road and
continue approximately 3 km
to the car park on the right.
If you reach Pearse Road you
have gone too far. There are
a good variety of bushbirds,
waterbirds and perhaps a few
waders. Bring your ‘scope
(if you have one) and rubber
boots or old sneakers as it
will be muddy.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Robyn Pickering
Saturday 4 December: Big
Carine Lake, Carine
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the
car park off Beach Road,
Carine. Over 80 species have
been recorded at this lake,
including the three ibis, Buffbanded Rail and various
raptors. Bring your telescope
if you have one.
For members and the general
public.
Leader: Clive Nealon

Sunday 12 December: BAWA
Christmas barbecue
The annual Christmas
barbecue this year will be
held as usual, at Peregrine
House, at about 6:00 pm, on
the lawn at the rear of the
building. Bring your own
food and drink, and chairs if
possible.
The Twitchathon will finish
at the barbecue and winners
of the various categories
announced.
All members welcome.
Sunday 19 December: Lake
McLarty, Murray
Full day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the gate
into Lake McLarty Reserve.
Travel on the Perth-Bunbury
Highway past Pinjarra
Road, turning right into
Mills Road and continue for
approximately 1.7 km until
you see the white gate on the
right. Take your lunch, sun
hat, insect repellent, water
and telescopes. Wear rubber
boots or old shoes as it will
be muddy. There should be a
variety of waders at the lake,
as well as many waterbirds
and bushbirds. Note: this
excursion may be moved to
an alternative venue if water
levels are unsuitable.
Lake McLarty has been
recognised internationally
as an Important Bird Area
(IBA) so sightings from here
contribute to this BA project.
For members and guests only.

Twitchathon: Saturday 11 to
Sunday 12 December
See details elsewhere in this
edition of Western Australian
Bird Notes.

Leaders: Alan Collins and John
Graff (jgraff2@hotmail.com).
NB: There is no meeting in
December.

Crossword answers No. 4
ACROSS
1. speckled; 4. tick; 8. curlew; 10. swim; 11. teal; 12. wader;
14. Eyre; 15. plover; 17. parasitic; 18. vent; 21. be; 22. rail; 23.
harrier; 24. awe; 26. yet; 28. rob; 29. Mistletoebird.
DOWN
2. pardalote; 3. down; 5. cage; 6. ice; 7. pelagic; 9. eye; 11.
territory; 13. baza; 16. estuary; 17. pellet; 18. view; 19. shy; 20.
grebe; 21. bar; 25. eggs; 27. bob.
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Opportunities for volunteers
This section gives members an avenue to advertise for voluntary assistance with projects, surveys, initiatives, office.

•

Atlas — surveys for this are continuing — contact Cheryl Gole Tel
9293 4958, e-mail cgole@westnet.com.au

•

Office volunteer — contact Beryl Walker Tel 9397 6887, e-mail
bemwalk@hotmail.com

•

Monthly meeting speakers — contact Brian Wilson Tel 9293
1094

•

Fundraising — contact Bruce Haynes Tel 9384 7426, e-mail
b.haynes@pesa.org.au

•

Excursion leaders — contact Sue Abbotts Tel 9444 1607, e-mail
suechat@bigpond.net.au

•

•

Card sales — contact Beryl Walker Tel 9397 6887, e-mail bemwalk@hotmail.com

Little Bittern Blitz — survey of wetlands from Yanchep to Cape
Arid, 30 October to 7 November — contact Robyn Pickering Tel.
9312 1671, e-mail pickyang@smartchat.net.au

Calendar of events
Birds Australia Western Australia

Sun 5 Sep: Wungong Gorge: Half-day excursion

Office: Peregrine House
167 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat WA 6014

Sat 11 Sep: Lightning Swamp, Noranda: Half-day excursion
Sun 12 Sep: Pelagic trip, Hillarys Boat Harbour

Hours:
Monday-Friday 9:30 am to 12.30 pm
Telephone:
(08) 9383 7749
Facsimile:
(08) 9387 8412
E-mail:
mail@birdswa.com.au
Birds Australia WA web page:
birdswa.com.au
Chairman:
Dr Bruce Haynes
11 Shenton Road, Claremont WA 6010
Tel: (08) 9384 7426
E-mail: b.haynes@ecu.edu.au
Joint Editors:
Allan Burbidge
Tel: (08) 9405 5109 (w)
Tel/Fax: (08) 9306 1642 (h)
Fax: (08) 9306 1641 (w)
E-mail: allanb99@bigpond.net.au
Suzanne Mather
Tel: (08) 9389 6416
E-mail: suzannemather@bigpond.com
Production:
Distribution:

Thu 16 Sep: Lake Claremont, Swanbourne: Half-day
excursion
Sat 18 Sep: Karakamia Sanctuary, Chidlow: Half-day
excursion including BBQ
Fri 24 to Mon 27 Sep: Jaurdi State Forest, Shire of
Coolgardie: Long weekend campout
Sat 25 Sep: Wellard Wetlands, Baldivis: Half-day excursion
Mon 27 Sep: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat:
Meeting, 7:30 pm
Sun 3 Oct: Dell Forest, Kalamunda: Half-day excursion
Sat 9 Oct: Alfred Cove, Melville: Half-day excursion
Sun 10 Oct: Kogolup/Thomson’s Lake, Cockburn: Nocturnal
walk
Thu 14 Oct: Victoria Reservoir, Canning Mills: Half-day
excursion
Sun 17 Oct: Herdsman Lake, Stirling: Half-day excursion

Margaret Philippson
Rod Smith

Fri 22 to Sun 24 Oct: Australasian Bittern Survey campout,
Albany

Notes for Contributors

Sat 23 Oct: Woodman Point, Cockburn: Half-day excursion

The Editors request contributors to note:

Mon 25 Oct: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat:
Meeting, 7:30 pm

• WABN publishes material of interest to the WA Group;
• contributions should be written or typed with double spacing—a
copy on disk or emailed would assist, especially if in MSWord as a
document without styles; do not embed pictures or graphics in MS
Word;

Sat 30 Oct to Sun 7 Nov: Little Bittern Blitz
Sun 31 Oct: Collins Road, Brookton Highway: Half-day
excursion
Mon 1 to Wed 3 Nov: Abrolhos Islands

• contributions to be sent direct to the Editors, either at the office or
by email:

Fri 5 Nov: Long Swamp, Kwinana: Half-day excursion
Sun 7 Nov: Forrestdale Lake: Half-day excursion

Sue Mather: suzannemather@bigpond.com
Allan Burbidge: allanb99@bigpond.net.au

Sat 13 to Sun 14 Nov: Quairading: Short weekend campout

• WABN uses Birds Australia recommended English names;

Sun 14 Nov: Bibra Lake, Cockburn: Half-day excursion

• except for Observations, contributions will be published unless the
contributor is informed to the contrary.

Thu 18 Nov: Alan Anderson Park, Darling Range, Walliston:
Half-day excursion

• Full Editorial Policy is stated in WABN 74:10-12

Sun 21 Nov: Beermullah Lake, Gingin: Full day excursion

Printing Deadlines (at the BAWA Office)

Mon 22 Nov: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat:
Meeting, 7:30 pm

December 2010 issue: 1 November
March 2011 issue: 1 February
June 2011 issue: 1 May
September 2011 issue: 1 August

Fri 26 to Sun 28 Nov: Australasian Bittern Survey campout,
Manjimup
Sun 28 Nov: Thomson’s Lake, Cockburn: Half-day excursion
Sat 4 Dec: Big Carine Lake, Carine: Half-day excursion
Sat 11 to Sun 12 Dec: Twitchathon

Advertising Rates
1/4 page: $30.00
1/2 page: $50.00
Full page: $90.00
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Sun 12 Dec: BAWA Christmas barbecue
Sun 19 Dec: Lake McLarty, Murray: Full day excursion
NB: There is no meeting in Dec.
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BAWA members in the field

Lorraine Marshall and Sue Mather, 2010 summar shorebird survey,
Rottnest (see lead article, p3).
Photo: Brenda Newbey

Advanced class in bird ID, July 2010
(see report, p11, BAWA Projects).
Photo: Elsa Dabbs

Mt Gibson campout
(see report, p32, Excursions).
Left: Morning tea.
Right: Pam Free blowing the
whistle.
Photos: Jennifer Sumpton

Alyson accepting
the Dryandra Prize
(see report, p32,
Excursions ).
Photo: Andrew Hobbs

Bird sightings, Bickley (see report, p32, Excursions).
Photo: Sally Gilchrist
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Red-necked Avocet, Rottnest Island (see lead article).
Photo: BAWA Digital Library (Courtney Wheatley)

Visitor Margaret Siviour and the Carpet Python,
Eyre (see p35, Observatory report).
Photo: Roger McCallum
White-tailed Grey Fantail, Eyre (see p35, Observatory report).
Photo: Roger McCallum

More observatons from Gillian Pitt
(see also page 27).
The single Grey Currawong is watching
the photographer as is the pair of Galahs
hanging from a branch.
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