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The birdlife of Rottnest Island is important and not just for 
the shorebirds. The bushbirds appear to be changing, and 
recent BAWA surveys have revealed probable increases 
in the abundance of some species, such as the Golden 
Whistler, which was known to have declined historically.

Rottnest Island is 18 km off shore and has been separated 
from the mainland for 6500 years (Playford and Leech 
1977). It has an area of almost 1900 ha with vegetation 
that has changed since the first settlement in 1838 and 
the first surveys. Originally the island was thought to be 
covered by melaleuca, callitris and acacia woodland and 
this was the case in 1919 with about 66% coverage. 
By 1983 this had been reduced to 8% (Penn and Green 
1983). However the Rottnest Island Authority (RIA), as 
documented in its Draft Rottnest Island Management 
Plan 2009-2014, states that the aim of the Woodland 
Restoration Plan is to restore the 
woodland habitat to that found by the 
first colonial settlers. This program 
is in its 10th year and over 184 000 
trees have been planted.

At the request of the RIA, Birds 
Australia Western Australia (BAWA) 
volunteers have conducted bushbird 
surveys on the island since February 
2000. Between 1904 and 1993 there 
had been four surveys of Rottnest 
Island birds (Lawson 1905; Glauert 
1929; Storr 1965; Saunders and de 
Rebeira 1993). The surveys in this 
report differ from the above in that 
they concentrated on bushbirds in 
the reforested sites until the October 
2009 survey, which included remnant 
vegetation sites.

Until October 2009 these surveys were done in conjunction 
with the biannual wader and shorebird surveys. Initially, 
after consultation between BAWA and RIA, seven sites 
were identified. These sites were surveyed between 2000 
and 2004. In February 2005 another five sites were seen 
as being significant and added to the surveys. However 
there was a lack of confidence in the results, particularly in 
the recorded numbers of Golden Whistlers and Red-capped 
Robins. The population of Golden Whistlers has declined 
in the Perth metropolitan area of the Swan Coastal Plain 
(DEP 2000) and Red-capped Robins are viewed as rare to 
uncommon (Johnstone and Storr 2004).  Both species are 
used by RIA as an indication of the value of their 20 year 
Woodland Restoration Program.

The vegetation density, weather conditions and time of the 
year indicated that in order to determine reliable baseline 

data of colonization and population 
information, bushbird surveys should 
be done in the spring when these 
species were likely to be nesting and 
therefore calling.

This article is a summary of the work 
that BAWA has done to date. In future 
it is planned to repeat the survey 
method used in October 2009 and 
to look in more detail at patch size, 
connectivity between the patches and 
vegetation type.

Survey aims

•	To document the occurrence and 
relative abundance of bushbird species 
that were using selected reforested 
and remnant sites on Rottnest Island.
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•	 To record any evidence of birds breeding in these sites.

•	 To note any pest bird species on the island.

Survey method

Survey sites were selected and modified after discussion 
with environmental officers from the RIA (Table 1). The 
survey methods differed between surveys. The original 
seven plots were added to then modified in 2006. This 
modification resulted from a view that the low species 
density in Sites 8-10 that were vegetated in a monoculture, 
did not warrant the volunteer survey effort. These three 
sites were replaced with sites that were reforested with 
a mix of endemic and non-endemic species.  A more 
comprehensive and rigid survey of the island was attempted 
in 2009 when 24 plots, both reforested and remnant, were 
surveyed.

Table 1: Outline of bushbird survey effort 2000-2009

An area search method was used, walking transects 
through the sites where possible and walking the perimeter 
when the vegetation was too dense to move through. 
Presence and abundance of all birds was recorded, once 
for each of the surveys. The winter 2006 surveys did not 
record abundance for every site and this is indicated by p 
plus the abundance for the sites where this was recorded 
(Table 2). Sites differed in area, but all were separate, 
predominantly reforested, sites. The boundaries of the sites 
were marked on aerial photographs.  An experienced bird 
observer led each team of 2 to 4 people. Leaders were 
given a recording sheet for each site where time, participant 
names, coordinates of site, species seen or heard, number 
of each species, breeding evidence and notes were 
recorded.

Each site was surveyed for approximately two hours 
beginning, weather permitting, in the early morning. Sites 
in close proximity to each other were surveyed at the same 
time. This represented in total approximately 322 hours of 
survey effort over nine survey years and 16 surveys (Tables 
2 and 3). Up to 20 volunteers were involved in each survey.

All records were collated at the conclusion of each survey. 
Results were sent to the RIA, The University of Western 
Australia, the Birds Australia Atlas Database and the BAWA 
Database. The RIA use this information as a performance 
measure of their management actions.

Results

Table 2 lists the 28 bird species seen in at least two 
surveys from 2000 to 2008 and Table 3 lists the 32 seen 
in October 2009 also summarizing their status on Rottnest 
Island. The migratory pattern of species on the Swan 
Coastal Plain is reflected at Rottnest Island, with Fan-
tailed Cuckoo, Grey Fantail and Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 
being present in winter and spring but being rare or absent 
in summer (Serventy and Whittell 1967; Johnstone and 
Storr 2004). The Sacred Kingfisher, which is migratory on 
the mainland, appears to be established and sedentary on 
the island as its presence was recorded in both summer 

and winter. A summer occurrence pattern is seen in the 
presence of the Rainbow Bee-eater, which migrates north in 
winter (Johnstone and Storr 1998).

The results from the October 2009 survey (Table 3) 
showed a greater relative abundance of bushbirds than 
recorded in previous surveys (Table 2). This could be 
expected as the survey method differed in the number 
of forested sites surveyed (24) and the time of the year, 
October when, as anticipated, bushbirds were calling.

The results indicated that recent colonizers from the 
mainland were well established. There were no records of 
Painted Button-quail prior to 2002. This species was seen 
in 11 of the 16 surveys with abundance figures ranging 
between 2 and 20, and in October 2009 it was recorded 
breeding near Barker Swamp, where a nest was found with 
four eggs. The Western Gerygone colonised the island in 
the 1950s and had been recorded in relatively low numbers 
in each previous survey (5-54), less than the estimated 
abundance for October 2009 (175).

The results of the bushbird surveys from 2000 to 2008 
indicated that the populations of both these species 
were colonising reforested sites and that abundance was 
increasing. Confidence was felt in the 2009 abundance 
figures for Golden Whistler (48), recorded in 14 sites and 
Red-capped Robin (48) recorded in 16 sites because all 
the forested sites suitable for these species were surveyed 
and both were calling and usually visible. The population 
concentration for both these species was in the bushland, 
both reforested and remnant, to the west of the lake 
system. But both were recorded as far west as Site 11 
(32° 00’ 10”S: 115° 31’ 09”E), reforested in 1973 and 
the Golden Whistler further west in Site 17 (32° 00’18”S; 
115° 29’12”E), reforested in 1971.

The numbers of Rainbow Bee-eaters (66), Singing 
Honeyeaters (156), Silvereyes (508) and White-browed 
Scrubwrens (283) suggest that the island provides a 
particularly suitable habitat for these species. Rainbow 
Bee-eaters were not recorded until the 1980-1992 surveys 
(Saunders and de Rebeira (2009). 

Discussion

The aim of this study was not to establish a list of birds, 
either current or historically, for Rottnest Island but rather, 
to document the use by birds of the reforested and remnant 
patches and obtain an estimate of relative abundance. 
There were a number of bushbird species not listed in Table 
3 that were seen intermittently but are considered vagrant 
to the island, for example Willie Wagtail and Purple-crowned 
Lorikeet. Over the years there have been 109 sightings of 
vagrants but these species have not been on the island 
in sufficient numbers or have not found a suitable habitat 
to breed and establish (Saunders and de Rebeira 1985). 
It has been argued that the presence of some of these 
vagrants has resulted from human interference, for example 
extensive clearing would favour the Australian Magpie and 
flowering eucalypts would favour both the Purple-crowned 
and Rainbow Lorikeet (Saunders and de Rebeira 1993).

The Red-capped Robin and the Golden Whistler could 
be seen as indicators of the value and success of the 
reforestation program. The Red-capped Robin, a bird of 
the arid and semiarid central and southern interior, tends 
to move north and to the coast in the winter but Rottnest 
Island has a resident population. Recent work on the songs 
and singing behaviour of these birds showed a significant 
difference from their conspecifics at Dryandra on the 
mainland (Baker et al. 2003a).

2000 6 sites
2001-2002 7 sites – 1 site added to 2000
2003-2005 12 sites – 5 sites added to above

2006-2008
Sites 8-10 of the above were eliminated. 
Replaced by 3 new sites

2009 24 sites including the above 12 sites
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6 sites 7 sites 12 sites Change in sites 8-10
Species 00  00 01 02 03 03 04 05  05 06  06 07  07 08  08
 S W S S S W S S W S W S W S W
Indian Peafowl             10 5 6
Common Pheasant 10 15 4 24 20 17 24 18 4 26 7 10 11 13 13
Laughing Dove 18 26 35 16 64 14 45 34 27 19 p 20 17 21 18
Spotted Dove 1  1  4 2 5 1  2   2 8 5
Black-shouldered Kite     2  2         
Brown Goshawk 1      1       3 1
Little Eagle   1 1 1        1   
Nankeen Kestrel 4  3 1 2  2 1 1  1  1 7 5
Painted Button-quail     8 11 8 7 2 4  8 4 3 11
Galah          2 7  4 20 12
Rainbow Lorikeet             1  1
Rock Parrot 2  2 2   4 4      25  
Fan-tailed Cuckoo        2  2  4   
Sacred Kingfisher 8 3 2 3 7 2 5 2 6 6 2  4 15 2
Rainbow Bee-eater 31  41  39  170 75  85  96  99  
White-browed Scrubwren 24 40 54 17 59 29 68 45 56 64 p 12 67 71 114 143
Western Gerygone 12 5 14 8 22 17 26 23 17 38 p 3 27 41 33 54
Singing Honeyeater 29 33 46 64 68 25 38 91 65 80 p 11 66 74 113 58
White-fronted Chat  5 5 7 12 14 18  1 7 22 16 30 16 3
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike         9  2  3   
Golden Whistler 7 5 11 3 6 5 15 9 11 17 p 6 10 20 22 22
Grey Fantail      4   1  1  4   
Australian Raven 29  61 11 42 37 36 96 77 74 p 52 125 140 87 69
Red-capped Robin 16 23 31 18 31 35 25 21 36 20 p 19 32 54 36 51
Silvereye 48 40 230 112 409 76 209 375 50 168 p 134 335 118 288 212
Welcome Swallow 10       p 69  p 60  221 66 149
Tree Martin 30       p 6    6 597 1
Australasian Pipit       2  2 2 p 1     

Table 2: Presence and abundance results for each survey, 2000-2008, including incidental sightings. S= summer survey, 
W=winter survey, p=presence only recorded, p+# abundance not recorded in all sites.

The Golden Whistler, as a habitat specialist, has been 
listed as declining with a reduced distribution on the Swan 
Coastal Plain (DEP 2000). It has been suggested that it is 
uncommon or has decreased its range on Rottnest Island 
(Saunders and de Rebeira 1993; Johnstone and Storr 2004) 
and Saunders and de Rebeira (2009) suggested that it had 
undergone no change in abundance on the island over the 
last 100 years. However, results of the recent surveys 
suggest that while this may have been the case, it may 
now be increasing in numbers.

The highest previous recording of Painted Button-quail was 
11 in June 2003 and 2008. The October 2009 survey 
recorded 20 of this species over seven sites, with one 
breeding record. There are no records of this bird on the 
island prior to 2002, but interestingly one of these early 
sightings was at Barker Swamp where the 2009 survey 
breeding record occurred (Bancroft 2002; Berry 2002). As 
a ground dwelling species their continued presence could be 
the result of the eradication of cats from the island.

The number of Western Gerygones (175) suggests that 
whilst this species has been regularly recorded since 
colonization on the island in the 1950s, this population 
could also be supplemented by birds in transit from the 
north as part of their regular migration pattern to a warmer 
climate in the autumn/winter then south in the spring/
summer to breed. Surveys prior to 2009 had not shown 

a consistent difference between summer and winter thus 
suggesting that the island was not a destination point in 
this migratory pattern. A recent study comparing the song 
pattern of this species with its conspecifics on the mainland 
has shown that at least 37% of the population on the island 
sings a unique song and that 17% sang both this song and 
that of the mainland population. It is suggested that this 
new song has evolved in the island population (Baker et al. 
2003). This difference could be a useful tool in establishing 
whether or not the resident population is supplemented 
in October when these high numbers were recorded. The 
low numbers prior to this latest survey could be because 
this species could be difficult to detect in mid summer and 
winter when it is unlikely to be calling and the density of 
many of the patches surveyed precludes walking through 
them.

The Singing Honeyeater has probably been isolated from 
the mainland population for around 6500 years and is now 
larger and darker than the mainland birds (Johnstone and 
Storr 2004). Saunders and de Rebeira (2009) found no 
change over the last 100 years, and our results suggest 
that numbers have been relatively stable over the last 
decade, but may be increasing in the reforested areas.

The continued presence of the Rock Parrot, but with low 
abundance compared with the historical records of flocks 
up to 300, suggests that this bird is not recovering from its 
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capture and sale in the 1940s and 1950s (Johnstone and 
Storr 1998).

The recent total of 114 Australian Ravens is less than those 
recorded in 2007 (125, 140) before the rubbish tip was 
closed. Rubbish is now in closed bins and taken off the 
island.  Saunders and de Rebeira (2009) consider that this 
species has decreased in abundance. However 114 could 
be considered a high number particularly as the survey sites 
in October 2009 did not include the settlement area where 
they appear more abundant. High numbers of these birds, 
as also Silver Gulls, could be considered a threat to nesting 
shorebirds such as Fairy and Crested Terns and to nesting 
bushbirds.

The introduced Indian Peafowl is restricted to the 
settlement area so is not considered a competitor for 
resources with other bushbirds. The Common Pheasant, 
also introduced, is found in heath all over the island. As a 
ground dwelling, seed and insect eating species it could 
compete for food with the Painted Button-quail but this 
does not appear to be happening, perhaps because neither 
species is at a sufficiently high density for competition 
to be important, or because the two species may have 
different seed or prey size preferences.

Whilst no new avian pests were 
recorded the continued presence 
of the Rainbow Lorikeet around the 
Thomson Bay settlement area was 
again noted. Although the absence 
of many nectar rich flora species 
suggests that the population of this 
species may not explode as it has in 
the Perth metropolitan area, it would 
be unfortunate to see it becoming 
established permanently on the 
island.

Conclusion

The results of the bushbird surveys 
since 2000 suggest that Rottnest 
Island continues to be a suitable 
habitat for both Red-capped Robin 
and Golden Whistler. Both species 
appear to be dispersing to western 
reforested sites. The abundance 
figures suggest that the recorded 
decline of Golden Whistlers on the 
island (Saunders and de Rebeira 
1993) has been reversed and that 
the status of both this species 
and Red-capped Robins could be 
considered common rather than 
uncommon (Saunders and de Rebeira 
1993). Confidence was felt in 
the results of the comprehensive 
October 2009 survey that gave 
a more accurate estimate of the 
bushbird population, both presence 
and abundance of some species. 
This was because all survey sites 
(24) were considered suitable 
bushbird habitats and the work was 
timed to coincide with the breeding 
season of many of the species, 
particularly the Golden Whistler 
and Red-capped Robin. These more 
rigorously collected data will provide 
a better basis for future comparisons 
of changes in abundance and 
distribution of bushbirds on the 

island. There would be value in repeating this survey in two 
years time, that is 2011, at the same time of the year and 
using the same methods.

These data will enable the RIA to meet the performance 
measures as detailed in the draft document Marine and 
Terrestrial Reserve Management Performance Measures 
2008-2013.
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Letters to the Editors

Dear Editors

I have also enjoyed Pam Agar’s crosswords and was 
disappointed to see them stop. If no-one else can be found 
to carry on with them, would it not be possible to re-publish 
them, with Pam’s permission, starting from number 1 again? 
Perhaps a bit of judicious re-numbering would prevent people 
from looking up the back numbers!

Libby McGill

Editors’ note: Thanks, Libby, for this suggestion. We’re taking 
this up – see elsewhere in this issue.

Editors’ comment: Peter Wilshaw has sent us this contribution. 
Maybe we should be trying this with Wedge-tailed Eagles on 
the Great Northern Highway! Or is this the answer to our speed-
related road toll?

Letter to The Daily Telegraph 
May 6, 2009-05-22

Sparrowhawk speed

Sir — With the survival of our fledgling songbirds in 
mind (Letters, April 29) it is timely to pass on a snippet of 
information given to me by a true countryman: when driving 
along country roads, keep your speed below 42mph (67 KPH) 
— the speed of a marauding sparrowhawk.

Most young birds will therefore have time to take evasive 
action.

Lange Warrington 
Northleach, Gloucestershire
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Corrigendum and Editors’ apology

The following correction was intended for WABN 
131 but was overlooked.

Gerlof Mees has brought to our attention an error 
in a recent issue of WA Bird Notes, as follows:

“In my letter on ‘Raptors and rosellas’ (WA Bird 
Notes 130, 3) a line has become lost, and with it 
the date of Forshaw’s rosella observation. That 
date (mid January 1975) was the focus of my 
letter, and without it, the discussion that follows is 
hard to understand.”

The Editors apologise for the omission, and any 
inconvenience this may cause.
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THE LIFE AND TIDES OF ROEBUCK BAY: 
DVD produced by Goolgarri Media 2009

This recently produced DVD is well worth purchasing if you 
are a beginner wader enthusiast or even a Broome fan. The 
project involving this production is a result of collaboration 
between the Broome Bird Observatory, the Roebuck Bay 
Working Group, the Australasian Wader Study Group and 
support from many local volunteers. Funding was provided by 
the Federal Government’s Envirofund .

The opening scene of the Broome jetty with mudflats and 
mangroves in the foreground and the sound of flocks of 
waders in flight, immediately involves the viewer. The 
historical value of the area to the Aboriginal people is 
discussed and this is mirrored by the importance of this 
ecosystem to migratory waders. Both groups have been 
there from time immemorial for the food source found in the 
tidal mud flats. Clive Minton explains that this food source 
is greater in diversity and density than anywhere else in the 
world.

Roebuck Bay, a RAMSAR wetland, is one of the top four 
such sites in the world. Pete Collins tells how, in comparison 
with other world sites, this is the only one that is easily 
accessible.

There are great shots of the waders, of cannon netting and of 
how scientific information is obtained.

Two of the problems faced by this group of birds are 
discussed, the Yellow Sea Flyway loss of habitat and the 
disturbance problems that occur in Broome.

This DVD is designed to appeal to everyone, from tourist to 
twitcher and is a great introduction to Roebuck Bay.

This item can be purchased from the Broome Bird 
Observatory for $15 with postage and packing $18 in 
Australia. There is a copy in the BAWA library.

Suzanne Mather

This list has been compiled by the 
WA Rarities Committee. Metropolitan 
suburbs or shires are in parentheses. 
Please report interesting observations 
to Frank O’Connor (9386 5694 or 
preferably sightings@birdswa.com.
au) or to the BAWA office (9383 7749). 
Sightings are included on the BAWA 
web site (birdswa.com.au) as soon 
as possible, and the most interesting 
are selected for inclusion in the next 
WABN.

The names and order follow Christidis, 
L. and Boles, W. (2008) (‘Systematics 
and Taxonomy of Australian Birds’. 
CSIRO Publishing: Melbourne).

Highlights. An Eastern Yellow Wagtail 
in non breeding plumage was seen for a 
couple of days at Herdsman Lake. There 
are only about five records of yellow 
wagtails for south of WA, although not 
all have been identified to the level of 
the currently recognised species. The 
previous record was near Eyre Bird 
Observatory in June 2003 (WABN 107).

Two pelagic trips were organised from 
Albany in early October. The highlights 

were a Black-bellied Storm-Petrel, a 
Salvin’s Albatross (seen both days) and 
a possible Arctic Tern. There were two 
records of Great-winged Petrels on 
inland lakes near Manjimup.

Masked Lapwings were reported near 
Denmark. This extends the sightings of 
this species in the south west over the 
past few years.

The Green Pygmy-goose has only 
rarely been reported south of the 
Kimberley, and recent observations 
from the Pilbara possibly constitute the 
first record south of Mandora Marsh. 
The Cape Petrel and a beach washed 
Yellow-nosed Albatross from the 
Montebello Islands continue from the 
reports in WABN 131 of Soft-plumaged 
Petrel and Southern Giant-Petrel seen 
off Exmouth in June.

Several people have travelled the Anne 
Beadell Highway and have reported 
Princess Parrots and Scarlet-chested 
Parrots in the vicinity of Neale 
Junction.

A few very unusual sightings could 
not be confirmed. A possible Abbott’s 

Booby was reported near Monkey 
Mia, a koel was heard calling at night 
at Rottnest, a possible Black Kite 
was photographed near Yanchep, and 
a Radjah Shelduck seen at Lake 
Monger is believed to be an escapee. 
An influx of Forest Kingfishers was 
reported in Kununurra but this could not 
be confirmed. There have been earlier 
reports of Forest Kingfisher close to the 
NT border, but none of them have been 
documented and this species has not 
been confirmed in Western Australia. 
Sacred and Red-backed Kingfishers are 
common in the area.

METROPOLITAN (UBD Street 
Directory)

Shy Albatross (ssp salvini) – 1, 
06/09/09, Hillarys pelagic – AC, 
FO et al. (uncommon in Western 
Australia)

Lesser Noddy – 1, 22/09/09, North 
Beach (North Beach) – RS 
(uncommon in the metropolitan 
area; later died; specimen in WA 
Museum)

Observations

DVD review
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Eastern Yellow Wagtail – 1, 21-
22/10/2009, Floreat Waters 
(Herdsman) – AG, FO et al. (rare 
vagrant in the south west)

SOUTH WEST (Shark Bay to Cape 
Arid)

Black-bellied Storm-Petrel – 1, 
04/10/09, Albany pelagic (Albany) – 
AC et al. (rare in Western Australia)

Shy Albatross (ssp salvini) – 1, 03-
04/10/09, Albany pelagic (Albany) 
– AC, FO et al. (uncommon in 
Western Australia)

Light-mantled Sooty Albatross – 1, 
15/08/09, Ledge Point (Gingin) 
– per JS (rare in Western Australia; 
taken into care)

Great-winged Petrel – 1, 06/10/09, 
Lake Muir (Manjimup) – PT * 1, 
08/10/09, Lake Unicup (Manjimup) 
– PT (rare inland)

Masked Lapwing, subspecies 
novaehollandiae – 2, 02/10/09, 
Ocean Beach Road (Denmark) 

– RP * 2, 19/10/09, Culham Inlet 
(Ravensthorpe) – PT (uncommon in 
the south west)

Gull-billed Tern – 8, 28/09/09, Little 
Parkeyerring Lake (Wagin) – DS 
(uncommon in the south west)

ARID ZONE

Green Pygmy-goose – ca 20, 18/08/09, 
Harding Dam (Roebourne) 
– SM * 20+, 26/08/09 & 02/09/09, 
Harding Dam (Roebourne) – DJ 
(possibly first record for the Pilbara; 
photographs)

Yellow-nosed Albatross – 1 beach 
washed, 09/10/09, North West 
Island (Montebello Islands) – BH 
(rare in the Pilbara, and north of its 
normal range; photographs)

Grey Plover – 1, still in partial breeding 
plumage, 16/10/09, Rowles Lagoon 
(Kalgoorlie-Boulder) – PT

Cape Petrel – 1, 15/08/09, near 
Montebello Islands – ML (rare in 
the Pilbara)

Little Curlew – 1, 24-25/10/09, Nallan 
Lake (Cue) – MS, MW (uncommon 
this far south)

Gull-billed Tern – 1, 26/10/09, flying 
over Payne’s Find Roadhouse 
(Yalgoo) – MS, MW (uncommon in 
this area)

Rufous Fieldwren – 1, 19/07/09, Lake 
Disappointment (East Pilbara) – MO 
(edge of range)

OBSERVERS

AC = Alan Collins
AG = Alan Galbraith
BH = Barbara Harvey (NSW)
DJ = Darryl Jones
DS = David Secomb
FO = Frank O’Connor
JS = John Scotland
ML = Maris Lauva
MO = Morgan O’Connell
MS = Mark Stanley
MW = Maree Weerheim
PT = Peter Taylor
RP = Robyn Pickering
RS = Rod Smith
SM = Sue Mather

Observations, ctd

Eastern Osprey nest, 2008, Ascot near 
Garrett Road bridge.
Photo: Maris Lauva

Easterm Osprey nest, Peppermint Grove.
Photo: Roger Vaughan

Eastern Osprey nest, Swan Brewery.
Photo: Marcus Singor

Photographs taken of Eastern Osprey nests (see article in Members’ Contributions).

Eastern Osprey nest, Peppermint Grove.
Photo: Marcus Singor
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HOODED PLOVER SURVEYS, 2009

The 2009 Hooded Plover survey was held on Saturday 21 and 
Sunday 22 February, when coastal beaches from Leeman to 
Eyre were surveyed.

Results of all 2009 counts are summarised in Table 1. A total 
of 367 Hooded Plovers were counted, nearly the same number 
as last year. The highest count came from the Esperance 
region.

Records from the south west coast were lower than in previous 
years (Table 2). In particular, counts from around Bremer Bay 
and Hopetoun were low. One reason for this was that strong 
south easterlies around Hopetoun made it difficult to survey 
the beaches.
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Birds Australia WA reports

BAWA projects

CHAIR’S REPORT
After the disappointment of not receiving funding for 
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo in the 2009 Caring for Our 
Country grants, it is pleasing to note that the WA 
Department of Environment and Conservation has agreed 
to cooperate with BAWA and provide funding to cover 
the costs of our south coast Project Officer, Raana Scott 
until June 2010. This is great news and will allow us 
to maintain the continuity of our recovery program and 
the work with landholders to protect Carnaby’s habitat. 

I anticipate that BAWA will lodge another application in 
the next round of CFOC grants with some expectation of 
success, as we were on the ‘reserve list’ last time. There 
is also a suggestion that we may have a BAWA volunteer 
coordinating the BAWA volunteers who monitor Carnaby’s 
roost sites on the Swan Coastal Plain. Some funding 
may be made available for this activity. Our work for this 
threatened species continues.

Bruce Haynes

Area
Number of Hooded 
Plovers recorded

Shark Bay to Perth 0
Wetlands between Rockingham and 
Mandurah 0
Beaches from Mandurah to Leschenault 
Inlet 0
Yalgorup National Park (Yalgorup 
HPMR).

101 (includes 4 
juveniles)

Geographe Bay 0
Beaches from Cape Naturaliste to 
Augusta 
(Naturaliste-Augusta HPMR) 15

Beaches from Augusta to Broke Inlet
9 (includes 3 
juveniles)

Beaches from Broke Inlet (Walpole) to 
Beaufort Inlet 
(east of Albany) (Walpole-Denmark 
HPMR)

21 (includes 4 
juveniles)

Beaches from Beaufort Inlet to Hopetoun 
(Bremer Bay-Hopetoun HPMR) 6
Beaches, coastal and inland lakes east 
of Hopetoun 
to Stokes Inlet 0
Beaches Stokes Inlet to Cape Le Grande 0
Esperance Lakes (Lake Gore system to 
Mullet Lake) 
(Esperance HPMR) 111

Beaches east of Cape Le Grande
21 (includes 2 
juveniles)

Inland lakes in south west of the State
83 (includes 5 
juveniles)

Total
367 (includes 18 
juveniles)

Table 1: Locations and results of surveys of Hooded Plover, 21 
and 22 February 2009. HPMR = Hooded Plover Management 
Region.

Table 2: A summary of the data collected over summer surveys 
2005-2009.

Survey period
Adults and 
(juveniles) % juveniles Total

February 2005 548 (75) 12.0% 623
February 2006 631 (44) 6.5% 675
February 2007 527 (45) 7.9% 572
February 2008 331 (37) 10.1% 368
February 2009 349 (18) 4.9% 367
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LONG SWAMP, TOWN OF KWINANA

After being approached by Ribbons of Blue 
Kwinana–Peel Region coordinator, Catherine 
Johnston, seasonal surveys were carried out 
by Claire Gerrish and Mary Vaughan at Long 
Swamp on 30 January,1 April and 28 August 
2009. There was water in the swamp at these 
times, the most in August. These surveys were 
done in the name of Birds Australia WA and 
accounts sent out, at Catherine’s request by 
BAWA.

As there was a surround of melaleucas and reeds 
and it was very boggy, it was not possible to 
observe all waterbirds but the sample showed that 
it is a well used breeding area.

The surrounding vegetation included some old 
and some healthy eucalypts and a lot of weeds 
from the historic dumping of rubbish. Rubbish 
clearance has been done adjacent to Hope Valley 
Road and into that side of the swamp itself. 
Revegetation is planned for this area.

The swamp itself is now protected by a fence and 
a locked gate along Hope Valley Road but the 
adjacent back area is still openly vulnerable to 
trail bikes and a quarry. The area is vested in the 
WA Planning Commission.

From Table 1 it can be seen that there was 
high species diversity and it is hoped that 
continued work on this area would be possible. 
Funding was supplied by Tiwest Joint Venture 
as part of the Wetlands Restoration and Action 
Project (WRAP). The project was conducted 
in partnership between Ribbons of Blue, WA 
Planning Commission, Department of Water and 
Town of Kwinana. The Ribbons of Blue program 
is not being funded in the region after September. 
However, discussions are taking place to ensure 
continuation of WRAP under the coordination of 
another organisation.

It is possible that future surveys could be done as 
BAWA listed walks.

Mary Vaughan

Table 1.
Long Swamp bird list
Compiled on behalf of Birds Australia WA
by Mary Vaughan and Claire Gerrish.

BAWA projects, ctd

30/01/2009 1/05/2009 28/08/2009
Musk Duck 1
Black Swan 1
Australasian Shoveler 1
Grey Teal 5
Pacific Black Duck 7
Spotted Dove 1
Common Bronzewing 1
Crested Pigeon 2 1
Little Pied Cormorant 1
Australian Pelican 1
White-faced Heron 2 1 2
Australian White Ibis 2 3
Straw-necked Ibis 2
Black-shouldered Kite 1
Whistling Kite 2 1
Swamp Harrier 1
Wedge-tailed Eagle 2
Nankeen Kestrel 1
Purple Swamphen 1
Eurasian Coot 1
Black-fronted Dotterel 2 5
Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo 3
White-tailed Black-Cockatoo sp. 2 1
Galah 2 5
Rainbow Lorikeet 4 3
Regent Parrot 4 6
Australian Ringneck 4 12 10
Red-capped Parrot 2 2 5
Elegant Parrot 3
Horsfield’s Bronze Cuckoo 1
Shining Bronze Cuckoo 1
Pallid Cuckoo 1
Fan-tailed Cuckoo 1 1
Laughing Kookaburra 2 2
Rainbow Bee-eater 6
Splendid Fairy-wren 6 20
Weebill 3 5
Western Gerygone 2 5 10
Inland Thornbill 4
Spotted Pardalote 2
Striated Pardalote 2 4
Singing Honeyeater 3 5 5
Red Wattlebird 4
Brown Honeyeater 4
Varied Sittella 4
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 2 2 4
Whistler sp 1
Grey Shrike-Thrush 2 2 1
Grey Butcherbird 1 2
Australian Magpie 4 5
Grey Fantail 4
Willy Wagtail 2 2 2
Australian Raven 2 5
Magpie-lark 3 6
Little Grassbird 1
Silvereye 10 10
Welcome Swallow 2
Tree Martin 2 15
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IS IT TOO LATE TO SAVE THE 
WESTERN GROUND PARROT?

Over the past few years many articles have been written about 
the continuing decline of the Western Ground Parrot. Those of 
you who have kept up-to-date will be aware that the estimated 
number of this elusive parrot has declined to about 110 birds 
and that the species has been listed as critically endangered.

There is no doubt that extinction is a real possibility for a 
species so low in numbers. It is a scary thought that a lightning 
strike could start a large bushfire in Cape Arid National Park 
where the bulk of the Western Ground Parrot population 
survives and potentially kill most of the birds. Given the 
fact that the Western Ground Parrot will most certainly be 
recognised as a species in its own right once research papers 
have been published, Australia is facing the extinction of one 
of its bird species. Whilst we have no control over lightning 
strikes, the Friends of the Western Ground Parrot do not intend 
to stand idly by watching this unique bird slide into extinction.

Earlier this year we were surprised to learn that we are not 
alone in our concern for the Western Ground Parrot. John 
Linton, CEO of communication technology company Exetel 
Pty Ltd, had read about the plight of the Western Ground 
Parrot and contacted us to find out if there was anything his 
company could do to help. Exetel generously donated funds to 
Birds Australia to help set up a trial of autonomous recording 
units that will assist in locating the birds in their remote 
habitats.

In August whilst on business in Albany, Exetel Director Steve 
Waddington met with us and Department of Environment and 
Conservation (DEC) staff to find out how further donations 
might help with the recovery of the Western Ground Parrot. 
With government funding for the recovery project having 
dried up during the financial crisis, the offer of financial 
support was a ‘god-send’. An emergency South Coast 
Threatened Birds Recovery Team meeting was held to discuss 
the best way to use the pledged funds and a proposal to set up 
a captive management project was put to Exetel.

Exetel have agreed to make substantial monthly donations 
to Birds Australia to allow this project to go ahead. The state 
government now has also committed funds so purpose-built 
enclosures can be erected. The captured birds will be housed 
in Albany.

Since late October a team led by DEC research scientist 
Abby Berryman has been in the field trying to capture birds 
from both Cape Arid and Fitzgerald River National Parks. All 
going well, a small number of Western Ground Parrots will be 
available for captive breeding next year.

The state government has also provided funds to allow the 
cat baiting project in the Fitzgerald River National Park to 
continue. As this area has seen a rapid drop in ground parrot 
numbers it is hoped that a reduction in the feral cat population 
will halt the decline of the parrots.

In the meantime the Friends of the Western Ground Parrot 
have formed an association and become incorporated. This 
will allow us to be more effective in our fight to save the 
species. Yes, the situation is very serious, but it is by no means 
hopeless. Join us in our efforts to save the Western Ground 
Parrot!

Contact details:
 Friends of the Western Ground Parrot
 PO Box 5613, Albany, WA 6332
 e-mail: wgparrot@gmail.com
 Website: www.western-ground-parrot.org.au 

Anne Bondin

MONKEY MIA WALKS, SEPTEMBER 2009

A friend and I led five days of walks on behalf of BAWA at the 
request of the Department of Environment and Conservation 
(DEC). The weather was lovely, indeed there was even 
some rain, and there could be few pleasanter pastimes than 
wandering up the path that leads along the top and then 
descends to the beach.

Plenty of flowers were in bloom but unfortunately there 
weren’t vast numbers of birds. The Thick-billed Grasswrens 
were obliging, as were the Crested Bellbirds and the 
Variegated Fairy-wrens. The tides were so low that most birds, 
amongst which were a few waders, were a long way out and 
difficult to see clearly.

The number of people joining the walks varied from 0 to 10! 
Those who did come enjoyed the experience and appeared 
keen to do more birdwatching, from where ever they came.

Out on the bay, a skipper of one of the boats pointed out a 
‘strange’ bird that he’d noticed recently. We didn’t see it in 
flight, but it appeared to be an Abbott’s Booby. Alas, we didn’t 
have a camera handy. Whether this information was followed 
up by DEC staff, I haven’t heard.

I was delighted to hear that funding has been granted to 
remove the overgrown feral grass from around the reservoir, 
and replant the area with local species. At the same time the 
hide will be repaired. Soon I hope.

Stella Stewart-Wynne

Monkey Mia, Shark Bay, September 2009.
Photo: Stella Stewart-Wynne

BAWA projects, ctd
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The naming of birds

Anseriformes — Geese and Ducks

Literally this means goose like shape.

Anseranatidae

Literally goose like ducks.

Anseranas semipalmata — Magpie Goose. This large duck 
like goose (L anser – goose; L anas – duck) has feet not 
completely webbed (semi – half; palmatus – webbed) like 
other members of Anseriformes. Also called Wild Goose, 
Semi-Palmated Goose, Pied Goose, Black-and-White Goose 
hence the now preferred name.

Anatidae

Ducks, geese and swans.

Both duck (duce) and goose (gos) are Old English words 
which come from Danish and Frisian respectively. Swans have 
long sinuous necks and geese generally lie intermediate in size 
between them and the ducks. This definition often falls down 
with some geese being smaller than some ducks. Confusion 
is also apparent in their Latin names. Collectively they can be 
referred to as waterfowl.

Dendrocygna eytoni — Plumed Whistling-Duck. Also 
known as Plumed Tree Duck, Grass Whistling-Duck and Grass 
Whistle-Duck. Other names are Eyton’s Plumed, Red legged 
or Whistling Tree Duck, Grey Grass or Red Legged Whistler, 
Grass Whistle-Duck and Monkey Duck. Plumed refers to their 
upswept flank feathers. T C Eyton (1809–80) was a British 
ornithologist and founder of Eyton Hall Museum.

Dendrocygna arcuata — Wandering Whistling-Duck. Other 
names are Water Whistling-Duck, Whistling Tree Duck and 
Wandering Tree Duck.

Arcuate in English means bow-shaped (L arcus a bow) and 
refers to the semi-lunar marks on the breast, neck and upper 
back. Most birds have at least one or more parts of the body so 
curved, therefore the term is nothing to do with overall shape.

The subspecies found in Australia is australis.

Biziura lobata — Musk Duck. The derivation of Biziura is 
obscure or even unknown to modern etymologists to say the 
least. This fits in with the statement by Graham Pizzey and 
Frank Knight that this is a very strange duck! The lobata (L) 
is easy and relates to the strange leathery flap or lobe hanging 
from beneath the chin of the male. Biziura is problematic to 
some extent, ura being almost certainly from the Greek oura 
meaning tail. The thoughts on the “Bizi” part are purely the 
author’s, although bizar is Basque for a beard and could refer 
to the lobe. This is very unlikely as whoever named it would 
be unlikely to know such an obscure language. The tail of 
this duck fans out during sleeping and the male flaps and fans 
it over its back during sexual displays. This mating display 
is quite amazing to see. The word bizzy, in English means 
a policeman and is derived from busybody. Perhaps Biziura 
means busy tail. This is not as fanciful as it appears as there 
are many instances of authentic derivations, as will be seen 

frequently in this series. A musk like substance is produced 
from a gland in its nether regions.

Other names are Diver (not to be confused with the divers 
(loons) of the Northern Hemisphere and the equally obscure 
common name of Steamer. The latter name derives from their 
swimming motion which is likened to that of a paddle-steamer, 
ie, having paddles on either side. The steamer ducks, to which 
the musk duck is related, are a South American species. Mould 
Goose (see above re the terms geese and ducks) is another 
name and perhaps relates to the mould-like smell of its musk.

Stictonetta naevosa — Freckled Duck. This name is not very 
original compared with its relative above. Stictos (G) means 
freckled and netta (G) is a duck. Naevosus (L) is a spot. This 
is therefore a rather tautological name, especially when naevus 
in medicine means a pigmented spot which could be a freckle. 
(The usual medical names for a freckle are lentigo or ephelis.) 
Realistically, freckled is a misnomer as the so-called freckles 
in the feathers are unpigmented!

Other names are Diamantina Duck, Speckled Duck, Monkey 
Duck, Grey Duck, Oatmeal Duck, Gadwall, Canvas-back. 
The term gadwall should be completely discouraged as it is 
another completely different freshwater duck (Anas strepera) 
found in the Northern Hemisphere. Grey duck should also be 
discouraged because of possible confusion with the Grey Teal. 
Diamantina refers to the freckles glistening slightly in the sun 
like diamonds. Speckled and oatmeal also refer to the freckles. 
Somebody, somewhere must have likened its back to canvas 
and had a vivid imagination, furthermore the canvasback 
(Aythya valisineria) is a duck indigenous to North America.

Cereopsis novaehollandiae — Cape Barren Goose. This 
goose from a distance has an almost waxy appearance cera 
(L) wax, opsis (G) meaning having the appearance of. 
Novaehollandiae is from New Holland, an old name for 
Australia. Cape Barren is an island off North East Tasmania.

Other names are Pig or Pigeon Goose (it has a slight pigeon–
like appearance, but no porcine features therefore pig is just a 
contraction of pigeon) and Cereopsis itself.

Groups of geese are known as a gaggle or a skein, team, or 
wedge, in the air.

Cygnus atratus — Black Swan. Cygnus is the Latinised 
Greek word kyknos for swan and atratus from the Latin ater 
meaning black. 

Cygnus olor — Mute Swan. Again this is a rather tautological 
name as olor (L) is a swan. Mute is a misnomer as they are not 
dumb and can frequently vocalise although usually quietly. 
It is also called the white swan, not a very good name as all 
extant swans except the black are white or mostly white (black 
necked swan of southern South America). Cygnets, young 
swans, are obviously derived directly from the Latin root. 
Swan itself is Old English and may have been derived from 
the Latin sonus meaning sound, again a wee bit strange for a 
mute swan. They are actually not mute, only less vociferous 
than other swans, and occasionally can utter explosive cries of 
warning. Perhaps we should revert back to its original name 
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of Tame Swan. Furthermore the female swan is called a pen 
(cf penguin) from the Welsh word pynne meaning loud?  The 
male cob derives its name from the Middle English word 
cobbe meaning leader of a group. Groups of swans have 
several names including game, ballet, bevy, whiteness or herd 
or a wedge, in the air.

Tadorna radjah — Radjah Shelduck. Tadorna has an 
unusual derivation for a Latin name as it is from the Celtic 
and/or French tadorne meaning pied waterfowl. Radjah 
has nothing to do with Indian rajahs but is from one of the 
Aboriginal languages. Older texts will say it is from the 
Hindi word for king, ruler and refer to its regal appearance. 
Also radjah is an obsolete form of raja. The Indian king 
cobra has the Latin name Raja raja no sign of a D in sight. 
The term shelduck, like radjah, has various etymologies and 
is still being debated amongst etymologists. The most likely 
derivation is from the Old Norse word Skjoldr meaning 
piebald. This has traversed the North Sea to East Anglia in 
England where it became sheld and is still used there to mean 
particoloured as applied to horses and cats. Another derivation 
also involves Old Norse. Skjoldr means a shield and applies 
to the shield-like band across the breast of the Sheldrake, an 
Old World duck of the genus, Tadorna. 
Sheldrake can be also used for any male 
of this genus. Drake, the male of the 
duck species, comes from an old West 
German word, drako.

Other names are White-headed Shelduck 
and Burdekin Duck. Burdekin is a river 
in Queensland.

A group of shelducks is a dopping.

Tadorna tadornoides — Australian 
Shelduck. When -oides is used as a 
suffix it means in the form of. Another 
name is Mountain Duck. In Germany 
and Holland the shelduck commonly nests in sand dunes 
called bergente or in English small mountains, ie, they are 
not found in the ski resorts of Eastern Australia? They can 
also be referred to as Chestnut-breasted, Chestnut-coloured or 
Chestnut Shelduck, Sheldrake and Grunter.

Chenonetta jubata — Australian Wood Duck. The Greek 
word for goose is chen and  for duck is netta, hence a duck 
that has some goose like features is named a goose duck. 
Jubata (L) means maned and refers to the small black mane of 
the male. Wood ducks are found in open woodlands as well as 
the usual habitats for ducks. Australian is necessary as the US 
species is Aix.

Other names are Maned Duck or Goose, Wood or Blue Duck. 
Why blue? The duck has no trace of any blue or bluish tinge.

Malacorhynchus membranaceus — Pink-eared Duck. 
Malacos (G) means soft and rhynchus (G) is a beak. 
Membranaceus means like a membrane and may refer to the 
thin lamellae (thin plates or grooves) on the side of the beak 
which help filter small organisms from the water. Although, 
strictly speaking lamellae are boney and not membranaceous. 
The pink refers to a small reddish pink ear-spot just behind 
the eye, which can be difficult to see. One alternative name, 
zebra duck, is probably more apt, the brown and white stripes 
on its flanks being very obvious.

Other names are Pink-eyed Duck, Zebra Duck, Whistling 
Duck, Whistling Teal, Zebra Teal, Pinkie, Pink-ear, Pink-
eye, New Holland Duck, and Widgeon. The whistling terms 
confuse this species with the whistling ducks. Pink eyed or 
pink eye are misnomers as the pink spot is distinctly behind 
the eye. Widgeon is a Northern Hemisphere duck, not even 
resembling the Pink-eared Duck and this is not an acceptable 
name for this duck.

Nettapus pulchellus — Green Pygmy-goose, and N. 
coromandelianus — Cotton Pygmy-goose. Netta (G) is 
goose and pous (G) is feet. Coromandelianus pertains to 
the Coromandel Coast of eastern India (not to be confused 
with the Coromandel Peninsula of New Zealand). Cotton 
refers to its white soft downy feathers of the neck. Pygmy is 
used because they are small. Pulchellus is Latin for pretty, 
HANZAB extend this to meaning beautiful little creature and 
perhaps they’re right.

Other names are Green Goose, Green Goose-teal, Green 
Dwarf-goose and Green Teal.

Anas querquedula — Garganey. Anas (L) duck. 
Querquedula is Latin for a teal and there may be a hint 

of Old Prussian here, too, as kerda 
means a diver. The Latin is proably 
onamatopooeic coined from querk or 
kark.

Garganey itself is derived from the 
Italian name for this duck, namely 
garganello which is from the Latin 
gargalla-  throat cf gargle and perhaps 
refers to the mechanical rattling in it 
voice.

Its other name is Summer Teal but it 
is only occasionally seen in Northern 
Australia’s summer.

Anas rhynchotis — Australasian Shoveler. Rhynchos (G) 
meaning beak is not a very original name since all birds have 
beaks or bills. Of course the Shoveler’s beak is very obviously 
large and spatulate but so is the Northern Shoveler (see next).

These birds are aptly named from their shovel-like bill.

Other names are Shoveler, Blue-winged or Southern Shoveler, 
Spoonbill Duck, Stinker, Widgeon and  Shovelbill. Cf 
Widgeon under Pink-eared Duck.

Anas clypeata — Northern Shoveler. Clupeus (L) means 
round shield and presumably refers to the shape of the bill. 
This is the shoveler of the northern hemisphere and a rare 
vagrant to Australia.

Anas gracilis — Grey Teal. Gracilis (L) meaning graceful, 
slender or slim is a term more appropriate for swans  than 
teal. Whether or not teals swimming are graceful is a matter 
of conjecture.

Teal comes from the Dutch teling through the Middle English 
word tele.

Other names are Slender, Wood, Oceanic, Mountain or 
Australasian Grey Teal. Some of these terms indicate the 
ubiquity of the grey teal in Australia.

Pink-eared Duck, at a farm dam near Three 
Springs in the central north wheatbelt, 

August 2008.
Photo: Peter and Pauline Wittner
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Anas castanea — Chestnut Teal. Castanus (L) is not 
surprisingly, chestnut and refers to the colour of its body.

Other names are Chestnut-breasted, Black, Brown, Mountain, 
Green-headed or Red Teal. The only part that is black is its 
stern but in poor light the whole duck can look blackish.

Anas acuta — Northern Pintail. Acutus (L) meaning sharp 
refers to its tail and concurs with its English name.

Other names are Pintail, Common Pintail and Summer Teal.

Anas platyrhynchos —– Northern Mallard. Perhaps the 
most ubiquitous duck having been introduced all over the 
world. The specific name means flat billed, which is strange as 
its bill is no flatter than other common ducks and much less so 
than the shovelers. The origin of mallard is from Old French 
word mallart meaning drake.

A group of mallards is termed a sord or sute (= suit), flush or 
puddling.

Anas superciliosa — Pacific Black Duck. Superciliosa (L) 
means browed and refers to the white stripe above the black 
stripe through the eye region.

Pacific Black Ducks are not confined to the Pacific region 
being found very commonly throughout most of Australia.

Other names are Black, Wild, Australian Wild, Grey or Gray 
Duck and Blackie.

Aythya australis — Hardhead. Aithuia (G) means a seagull or 
diving bird and since these ducks are nothing like seagulls the 
second meaning is more correct. Australis means southern not 
the more obvious belonging to Australia. It is well distributed 
throughout the Australian region including the Pacific Islands.

The duck does not have any harder a head than other ducks 
but it is high crowned.

Other names are White-eyed, White-eye, White-wing, 
Brownhead, Castanaceous (chestnut coloured), Coppertop, 
Copperhead, Barwing Duck and Widgeon. Only the male has a 
white eye. The white on the wings is only visible in flight. As 
usual widgeon should be avoided. Copper top, etc, is very apt 
as it relates much more specifically to the duck’s head.

Groups of ducks on water are called a raft, bunch, dopping or 
paddling and a team when in flight.

Oxyura australis — Blue-billed Duck. Oxyura (G) means 
sharp tailed and refers to the many pointed tail feathers.

Other names are Diving-duck, Little Musk Duck, Spinetail, 
Spiny-tailed Duck, Stiff-tail, Stiff-tailed Duck, Blue-bill and 
Diver.

Iuvencus

The naming of birds, ctd

Six-legged Red-capped Plover.

Red-necked Stint.

Caspian Tern.

A selection of photographs taken at Eyre Bird 
Observatory by the Volunteer Wardens, Nick and 
Rachel Hill (for details, see Eyre’s report elsewhere 
in this issue).
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REFLECTIONS
Spring is always busy especially where windows and mirrors 
reflect feisty little birds!

“We come from the Earth 
 We return to the Earth 

 and in between we garden”
Gillian Pitt

BIRDS AND DOGS

There was an article “Bad Smell for Wildlife” in the last 
edition of WA Bird Notes (WABN 131: 15). It refers to a study 
stating that dog presence reduces bird diversity in bushland. 
According to our observations this is not the case.

We have been walking dogs in bushland for many years 
(often doing bird atlas surveys at the same time) and have not 
noticed a decrease in bird species numbers in those areas. We 
live in a neighbourhood with quite an abundance of dogs and 
a good number of them are regularly walked on a bush track 
along the fringes of Oyster Harbour in Albany. Along this 
track we usually encounter a wide variety of species including 
Red-eared Firetail, Red-winged Fairy-wren and White-
breasted Robin, whether we are accompanied by dogs or not.

We have been carrying out monthly bird surveys in our 
neighbourhood for years. They seem to confirm that most 
species one would expect to find in the area are being 
observed on a regular basis. Several migratory species such 
as the Sacred Kingfisher and Shining Bronze-Cuckoo return 
every year to breed.

Since June we have even managed to observe a new species 
previously not recorded. A pair of Painted Button-quails have 
decided to pay regular visits to our backyard and will feed 
within a short distance of our neighbours’ dog kennels. A pair 
of New Holland Honeyeaters nested only a few metres from 
one of the doghouses. Red-eared Firetails have been observed 
feeding within a metre of the resting dogs. Both Baudin’s and 
Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos feed in trees close to where two 
rambunctious dogs playfully chase each other.

Over the past few weeks we have made an effort to study the 
reaction of birds when we walk past with a dog. This rather 
informal study has included walks in areas we don’t believe to 
be used by people with dogs and areas regularly used by dog 
walkers.

In most cases bushbirds paid little attention to us unless 
they were feeding on or within a couple of metres of the 
track. In most cases the bird would fly off and settle a short 
distance away. It is probably worth noting that New Holland 
Honeyeaters did not give an alarm call whenever we walked 
past.

However, several Red Wattlebirds with nests nearby seemed 
to have taken a clear dislike to our presence — both humans 
and dogs were attacked.

Baudin’s Black-Cockatoos continued to feed in trees as we 
walked by, dodging falling gum nuts. Eastern Osprey as well 
as Australian Hobby did not fly from their perches when we 
approached.

A pair of Spotted Pardalotes were observed building a nest 
two metres from where the dogs walk (even heavy machinery 
cleaning out the roadside drainage ditch where the nest was 
being dug were unable to deter this pair).

Obviously these observations do not qualify as scientific 
evidence. However, they indicate that birds do not necessarily 
disappear from bushland or home gardens when dogs are 
present.

Fred and Anne Bondin

WHILE OUT BIRDING, WHY NOT LOOK FOR ALIEN 
TURTLES, TOO

The next time you’re enjoying birdwatching at fresh or 
brackish water bodies, keep your eyes open for the newest 
alien invader in Australia, the red-eared slider turtle.

It follows the discovery of feral populations in urban and 
semi-rural areas in Queensland, the ACT and New South 
Wales. Individual sliders have also been found in the wild in 
Victoria and Western Australia.

A new national pest alert gives a description of sliders, marked 
by a broad red or orange stripe behind each eye, and how to 
distinguish them from native turtles.

Alert coordinator, WA Department of Agriculture and Food 
officer Win Kirkpatrick, said sliders prefer still waters with 
muddy bottoms, aquatic plants and basking sites.

“They can also be found in slow moving rivers, streams and 
ponds, as well as in canals, dams and urban water bodies,” she 
said.

“Sliders pose an extreme risk of establishment in the wild here 
and will damage the environment.”

“They compete with native freshwater turtles for food, 
basking and nesting sites, and carry turtle diseases,” she said.

Around Australia any sightings of unusual animals and birds 
can be reported to Freecall 1800 084 881.

Marion Massam

Splendid Fairy-wren and White-browed Scrubwren facing their 
reflected ‘rivals’.
Photo: Gillian Pitt
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THE JOTTINGS OF A BIRDWATCHING BEGINNER

I still call myself a birdwatching beginner — I’m not sure 
when I’ll be able to say, with confidence, “Oh I’m a birder.”

I recently had the opportunity to go through my bird list 
which I’ve been keeping since 2006. I carry a notebook with 
me when I’m out in the field, jotting down the ‘definites’, 
the ‘probables’, the ‘possibles’ and the ‘don’t have a clues’ 
(they are the ones where you try and write or draw a quick 
description after you’ve had about three glimpses before it 
flies away never to be seen again!). After I get home I enter 
my jottings into a database.

Although I haven’t been doing this seriously for long there 
have been some unforgettable moments.

Like the amazing one second glimpse of a Noisy Scrub-bird 
after sitting for what seemed like hours gazing along an 
overgrown gravel road at Cheyne Beach, talking sideways 
with my companions in case I missed it. Others did — the 
ones who were politely looking at who they were talking to.

That same day I had two, two second looks at a Western 
Bristlebird as it dashed across a sandy track and then for some 
inexplicable reason dashed back again!

I remember the first Mistletoebird — what a beautiful fellow 
he was, and then my first Western Spinebill, aren’t they always 
a delight to see?

Then there was the time I watched three Wedge-tailed 
Eagles (two adults and a juvenile) attacking a mob of seven 
kangaroos with joeys at foot and in the pouch. The eagles all 
ended up on the ground and eventually gave up. Lumbering 
into the sky again they disappeared into the distance.

But I don’t forget the common ones so I can say I’ve seen 
Singing Honeyeaters in Esperance and Halls Creek, New 
Holland Honeyeaters in Esperance, Kangaroo Island and on 
the Murray River and that much loved of small birds, the 
Willie Wagtail, in every state. My very favourite raptor, the 
Nankeen Kestrel, is all over Australia, too.

My work takes me to the Kimberley and the Pilbara and I 
love seeing those northern birds again, Brahminy and Black 
Kites, Spinifex Pigeons, Yellow- tinted and Grey-fronted 
Honeyeaters.

But then it’s always great to get home and go out on the next 
Esperance Bird Observers Group outing and see all the old 
favourites and have another go at identifying waterbirds from 
a great distance!

Jennifer Ford

GREAT BOWERBIRD (Ptilonorhynchus nuchalis)

I saw my first Great Bowerbird at El Questro Station in May 
2007. A disused bower was also pointed out and I was pleased 
to add another Bowerbird to my list. A bit dull I thought 
— nothing like the Satin or Regent.

Later in 2007 I worked in Halls Creek for ten days and was 
delighted to find that Great Bowerbirds were common and 
unafraid. I got to know their calls (not exactly tuneful) and 

examined a disused bower in the next door neighbours’ 
yard. I’ve been back to Halls Creek several times since and 
have always enjoyed reacquainting myself with the Great 
Bowerbirds. What a personality they have. They’ll answer you 
back if you squeak at them and always seem to have attitude.

What a bonus I got this August. I arrived at Halls Creek in the 
middle of the night and next morning when I awoke to loud 
rasps, squawks, strangled miaows and rapid cheeps and chirrs 
I knew a Great Bowerbird was in residence. And there up 
against the fence was a magnificent bower under a flowering 
Bougainvillea that I could watch from the comfort of my front 
veranda.

I don’t like anthropomorphizing animals but I just couldn’t 
help it as I watched ‘my’ male trying to entice females into 
his bower. Talk about strut his stuff! There’s the hop hop hop, 
with wings held out and down and head bowed haughtily. 
Around the bower he hops “Look at me! Look at me!” Then 
doing a bigger circle he runs around with attitude. “See how 
fit I am!” Then back to the bower to pick up a white or green 
object. “Look at my treasures. This one is my favourite and 
it’s just for you. Come and see — they can all be yours! Look! 
Look!” All this done with a lot of vocalising and the bright 
pink crest on the back of his head standing out in beautiful 
display.

At least five other Greats have been in attendance — some of 
them inspected the bower intently, others kept their distance, 
flying off then coming back. Most activity happened during 
the early morning; later in the day only the male was there. 
But, he was still busy. Bower keeping is ongoing — the 
walls of the bower have to be inspected and maintained, the 
‘treasures’ have to be rearranged and added to. I don’t know 
when he found time to eat or even if he did. I must find out 
more about them.

Jennifer Ford

MURDER MOST FOWL

The breeding season for Pacific Black Duck had begun and 
already I had seen several little families of ducklings on 
Blue Gum Lake. One morning, I noticed a group of four 
ducklings and an adult quietly feeding in a patch of drowned 
weeds. Suddenly, there was a violent splashing of wings from 
the adult, as if it was having a fight with something under 
the water. Moments later, three of the ducklings shot off in 
different directions, and it became evident that the adult was 
attacking the fourth duckling. Its three siblings met up and 
made a beeline for another adult feeding some distance away 
who ignored what was going on. However, the sustained 
assault attracted the attention of six other Pacific Black Ducks, 
a pair of Australasian Shovelers and a couple of Eurasian 
Coots who all came to watch what was happening. When at 
last the tiny body was left floating in the weeds, the spectators 
still milled around, as if discussing what had happened, for at 
least ten minutes.

HANZAB reports (Vol. 1, p.1326) that females will attack 
alien ducklings, implying that they have broods of their own; 
in this case there was no sign of the attacker having any brood 
at all.

Valerie Hemsley

Members’ contributions, ctd



Vol 132 December 2009 16 Western Australian Bird Notes

Members’ contributions, ctd

WANDERING PEACEFUL DOVES

In late December 1976, I found a dead Peaceful Dove at the 
roadside just east of the Western Australia–South Australia 
border. I was thrilled at having found the species so far west 
or south of its known range (Slater 1970, p. 346) but Dr Glen 
Storr of the Western Australian Museum, who had come to 
Western Australia from South Australia, said that he was 
perplexed and that he couldn’t account for the bird being 
there naturally. Crestfallen, I thought that perhaps the bird had 
escaped from a bird-dealer while in transit from east to west.

But several months later I saw a lone bird in the grounds of the 
Central Eyre Peninsula Hospital at Wudinna, South Australia, 
and a few weeks later found the remains of a bird near a lake 
near Wudinna. The region was in its third drought year and I 
surmised that it may have been the same bird I had seen at the 
hospital, for the fields in the area more closely resembled a 
Martian landscape than agricultural land. This bird (or birds) 
was still well west of the range depicted by Slater and I again 
invoked the bird-dealer hypothesis.

During 1977 I spent 11 months living and working at the 
hospital, and surveying the birdlife of the western half of 
the Eyre Peninsula for the first Bird Atlas, but didn’t see any 
more Peaceful Doves. However, Blakers et al. (1984, p 225) 
show a few observations on Eyre Peninsula and north of it, 
and Barrett et al. (2003, p 261) show observations on the west 
coast of the peninsula and observations again to the north of it.

Now, with the observation of a Peaceful Dove at Eyre, 
Western Australia (WABN 131: 6), my bird-dealer hypothesis 
can be discarded and it seems that individuals may wander to 
areas considerably outside the species’ known range.
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Robert Stranger

AUSTRALIAN LITTLE BITTERN 
BREEDING

During November and December 2008 searches were carried 
out for Australian Little Bitterns throughout the wetland 
systems within the Lake Muir district. This resulted in the 

discovery of six nests; four of 
which were old, possibly last 
year’s, while the other two nests 
contained clutches of three eggs.

Both active nests were located 
in dense reeds and screened by 
melaleucas. The water depth at the 

first nest (see photo) was 1.5 m, while the water depth at the 
second nest was 1.3 m. Both nests also supported platforms 
leading from the nest. Several tunnels leading through 
the reeds were also noted as well as discarded remains of 
crustaceans.

Typical of the Lake Muir region wetland system, melaleucas, 
Club Rush and sedges were the dominant vegetation 
formations occurring throughout all the survey sites.

All of the Australian Little Bittern nests, both old and new, 
were located in dense reed beds surrounded by deep water. 
This was also the case when four active nests were located 
in December 2006 within the lake systems north of Lake 
Pleasant View.

Steve Elson

EASTERN OSPREY ALONG THE SWAN RIVER

Eastern Ospreys can often be seen flying over the Swan River 
and I have had up to five at Alfred Cove. They have been 
observed bathing in the shallow water surrounding the off-
shore sand banks there and I have wondered how many pairs 
breed along the Swan River. Preliminary data suggests that 
at least four pairs made breeding attempts along the river in 
2009, but only two were successful.

The breeding density of Eastern Ospreys may be an indicator 
of the health of the Swan River as this species catches fish 
and the fish numbers in the river are dependent on the water 
quality.

The following information provides an overview of nesting 
sites that I know of.

Peppermint Grove

The Peppermint Grove/Claremont site is one of the most 
successful and consistent breeding sites for ospreys on the 
Swan River. The nest is about 4 m above ground in a Tuart 
tree growing on the waterline below the Devils Elbow. It has 
been active for many years. Most years, two young are raised. 
The old female became blind in one eye and has presumably 
died. She has been replaced and one chick of the new mother 
hatched in early October 2009.

Australian Little Bittern nest
Photo: Steve Elson

Lake Muir wetlands
Photo: Steve Elson
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A few years ago the remains of a second nest, or possibly the 
start of an abandoned nest, slightly upstream in the kink of the 
bay. It consisted of just a few sticks.

Records for site: on nest 17 July 2002; nest with 2 chicks 
on 12 November 2003 (WABN 109); nest with 3 chicks on 
5 October 2005 (WABN 116); one chick raised in 2008; 11 
October 2009 one chick in the nest and had developed into a 
large feathered juvenile by 27 October 2009.

Alfred Cove

Surveys conducted in the 1980s did not list the Eastern Osprey 
as a breeding species at Alfred Cove. The large transmission 
tower that used to be located in 
the samphire wetlands has been 
removed. I am not sure if this 
tower was ever used as a breeding 
site. Two poles were installed soon 
afterwards, one with a crossbar for 
resting and the other pole with a 
round flat platform on top. Since 
2007, ospreys have been observed 
each year building a nest on top of 
the platform, but without success. 
The birds have been very loyal to 
this site and are frequently seen.

In my opinion the platform design 
is flawed. Strong westerly winds 
buffer the post and the sticks fall 
off the platform leaving any brood 
at risk. A preferred design would 
be more in the shape of a cradle 
or have a ridge around the edge of 
the platform that will secure the nest material. A visit on 11 
October 2009 did not record any birds at the site.

On 25 October 2009 two birds were present but none near the 
nest. These raptors are present at the Alfred Cove site all year 
round and can often be seen sitting on the fence posts in the 
samphire wetlands.

Mount Henry, Salter Point

Eastern Ospreys are commonly seen around Mt Henry near 
Aquinas College and the species is considered a permanent 
resident of the area. This is another successful breeding site. 
The nest, of reasonable size, is on an artificial platform and 
located on the sheltered side of Mt Henry. Western Power 
donated a post after a fire swept through the bushland in late 
1997 and the Osprey Nesting Platform (ONP) was erected, in 
July 1998.

The first appearance of a pair on the platform was in October 
2000, when they put a few sticks up, but which were blown 
away. Each following year, the pair appeared about a month 
earlier and made further improvements on nest building. In 
2004, the nest was suitable for mating and a student from 
Aquinas College mentioned that they thought they had seen 
an offspring. Two Eastern Ospreys were observed near the 
Mt Henry nest on 30 December 2005 (WABN 117). The 
pair raised one chick in 2005 and another in 2006. In both 
2007 and 2008, the pair’s expertise enabled two fledglings 
to be raised. During a visit on 11 October 2009 one bird was 
standing on the nest. On 25 October one bird was foraging 
above the river and one bird was on the nest. An inspection of 

the nest by telescope on 4 November revealed that there were 
3 young, estimated to be about two weeks old, and looking 
healthy. One of the adults was sheltering the chicks from the 
hot sun.

Five of these raptors were found at dusk roosting in the 
taller tress in the Waterford Conservation area alongside the 
Canning River around August 2009.

Comer Street, Como

There is a report of an Eastern Osprey nesting in a Norfolk 
Island Pine near Comer Street, Como, by Tom Delaney on 6 
October 2005 (WABN 116). This nest is right in the top of a 

large pine and can be seen from 
the footbridge. Some ropes are 
included in the nest material. On a 
visit on 11 October 2009 the nest 
site was unoccupied.

Old Swan Brewery

Eastern Osprey bred at this recent 
breeding site in 2008 and 2009. 
There is a nest along Mounts Bay 
Road just west of the Old Swan 
Brewery in a clump of about six 
or seven Norfolk Island Pines on 
the river side of the road. The nest, 
at the very top of the tallest tree, 
can be seen from Kings Park, by 
walking from the Roe Memorial 
towards the river. Reports 
mentioned the nest had young in 
early October 2009.

A bird was observed standing on the nest on 17 October 2009 
and seen chasing away an Australian Raven that was too close 
to the nest. On 24 October 2009 the nest seemed abandoned. 
The site has been subject to disturbances as earth works and 
the rebuilding of the old river seawall have been in progress at 
the base of the trees during breeding.

The location of this nest is similar to the one at Comer Street 
and the Old Swan Brewery nest also included synthetic ropes 
as building material.

Ascot Waters, Ascot

Jen Muir recalls seeing breeding Eastern Osprey with chicks 
on the old ABC tower beside the Garratt Road bridge, on the 
opposite side of the Swan River to Maylands/Bayswater dated 
15 January 2006 (WABN 117). In 2008 they were building 
a nest in the tall radio tower at Ascot, near the Garrett Road 
Bridge. Breeding results are unknown but a fully constructed 
nest remains in place. Maris Lauva reported these raptors at 
Ascot on 31 October 2009. They circled the mast, one perched 
there (but not on the nest) and the other circled a couple more 
times and then headed off. The other one also took off after 
about five minutes.
Other reports

There is a record dated 6 September 1995 of two birds near the 
Garrett Road bridge Bayswater, possibly nesting on a power 
pylon. At Grove Farm two Eastern Ospreys were seen on an 
aerial like structure with some sticks on 20 January 1993. 
Grove Farm was opposite the Ascot Race course but has since 
been developed.

Members’ contributions, ctd

Eastern Osprey, Peppermint Grove.
Photo: Chris Tate
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Andrew Chuk has reported that, about five years ago, a 
pair was observed with young, nesting about 15-20 m from 
the reserve fence at Pelican Point. There was a power pole 
opposite Mounts Bay Sailing Club where the parents would 
land and eat some of their catch before taking the rest to 
the nest. The nest was in a dead tree, a collapsed mess of 
branches, probably no more than 2-3 m from the ground. The 
single young was fairly big when we saw it, though not quite 
flying. We saw the birds going to the nest over several weeks, 
and the young once.

The Swan River may support more nesting pairs than I have 
described above, and it would be useful to do a systematic 
survey during the breeding season. In the meantime, I would 
be interested to hear of any further observations that members 
may have.
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Eastern Osprey, Mt Henry

Photo: Jan King

Crossword No. 1

by Pam Agar CLUES

ACROSS
4. An alternative nest-site for a kestrel on the   
         Nullarbor?
6. Biological order which includes owls.
8. Surprising bill colour of one duck species.
9. Gregarious honeyeater of WA wheatbelt.
11. Optical aids for birdwatchers.
14. Young bird, ready to fly.
15. Food of finches and doves.
17. Nyoongar name for Malleefowl.
18. Most birds do this for long periods when breeding.
19. Site of WA’s second bird observatory.
21. Eastern states parrot, now common in the Perth (2 

words).
25. Access to a Rainbow Bee-eater’s nest chamber.

DOWN
1. Possible Little Penguin nest site.
2. Essential for the beginner birder (2 words).
3. Small grey, black and white hawk.
4. Ridge above bill of a bird, containing nostrils.
5. As wise … an owl.
7. A Calamanthus does this on an exposed perch.
9. One of few birds that don’t tend their young.
10. Small parrot of northern WA.
12. Sort of weather that may cause a bird to fluff up its 

feathers.
13. Feather yet to grow through the skin surface.
16. Bird often seen ahead of late summer storms.
19. Small widespread honeyeater.
20. Predatory sea-bird.
22. Might be a tasty snack for a parrot.
23. Nocturnal bird of prey.
24. Bird representative on Australian coat-of-arms.
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Notices

Day One
Start Time. 10.00 am.
Finish Time 16.00 pm.

We will begin the day with a two hour session in the 
classroom, dealing with the workshop content and 
general house keeping.

A short power point presentation will deal with the 
identification of the smaller species of shorebird we will 
be learning about during the workshop and the major 
feather groups that shorebird workers need to know.

 The first field session will deal with telescope use and 
the common pit falls of general shorebird identification.

Day Two
Start Time. 10.00 am.
Finish Time 16.00 pm.

Day two will begin in the field at Nairn’s (see map 
provided). We will continue with the smaller shorebirds 
and then move onto the medium sized birds targeting 
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper in particular. The field session 
will last 4 hours and include lunch. The last two hours 
of the day will be spent in the class room where we will 
go over what we have covered already and shorebird 
counting techniques.

Day Three
Start Time. 10.00 am.
Finish Time 16.00 pm.

Day three will start with a presentation on the 
conservation of shorebirds in Australia and focus on 
the Ramsar legislation and the EPBC Act relative to 
shorebirds. We will also look at the new thresh holds of 
significance for shorebird numbers in Australia and how 
this lines up with the Peel Yalgorup Ramsar site. We will 
also include a short presentation on Fairy Tern’s, which 
will include their current status in Australia and the 
conservation threats to the species.

The rest of the day will be spent working on the larger 
shorebird species that occur in the Peel Yalgorup 
system.

Day Four
Start Time. 10.00 am.
Finish Time 16.00 pm.

The group will meet at Samphire Cove and use the 
bird hides to continue work on the medium and 
larger species of shorebirds. We will be spending 
approximately 3 hours in the field before returning 
to the class room for lunch and our final class room 
session. A final presentation on the id of all of the 
shorebird species covered in the work shop will be given 
followed by an administration session when we will look 
at the shorebird count forms. The work shop will end 
with a final question and answers session.

Sunday 13th December: BAWA Christmas barbecue

A barbecue will be held on Sunday, 13th December 
at Peregrine House, commencing at 6:00 pm

BYO meat, drinks and salads
All members are welcome!

For members and guests only

COMBINED CHARITIES’ CARD SHOP
Trading at Bank of Queensland 
111 St George’s Terrace, Perth

Monday–Friday

7 September – October: 10.00 am – 3.00 pm 
November – 17 December: 9.30 am – 4.00 pm

Telephone:   9263 6417 (shop)

or our website:   www.charitycardswa.org.au

Shorebird identification workshop: Peel Yalgorup Ramsar Site

7-10 December 2009 or 18-21 January 2010
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DUNE RESTORATION    Special price   FREE!!!!
3rd - 9th January 2010 – Facilitated by George 
   & Pam Agar

An application for a grant from Coast Care has been 
successful and Eyre will run two Dune Restoration Workshops. 
They will run in January 2010 and March 2010. The maximum 
number of participants will be 6 for each session. The grant will 
cover accommodation and meals for those participants willing to 
work four hours a day. There will also be a small fuel subsidy per 
vehicle. 
Second session will run from 14th – 20th March 2010. 
This special offer is for people who love the outdoors and the 
environment. The tasks will include collection of seeds for future 
planting and seaweed for spreading on the dunes. Hurry, we can 
only take six on each session. Ring the Caretakers to secure your 
place. Get involved.

CHRISTMAS AT EYRE
22 December – 28 December 2009     Caretakers

Christmas at Eyre offers that delightful combination of isolation and 
comfort, sorely needed in our busy lives. Grant yourself a peaceful 

week amongst the mallee and dunes of Eyre. Sleep, read, 
wander or swim at the nearby beach. You can even watch 
birds! Enjoy the beautiful natural environment away from the 
frantic atmosphere of Christmas in the city.

BUSY BEE    Half price!
21st – 27th February 2010   Facilitated by Caretakers

Where on the Nullarbor can you stay and be fed for just $45 
per day? A busy bee is organised to assist the caretakers with 
maintenance and other small jobs around the observatory. We 
charge $45 per day for food and accommodation for 4 hours work 
each day. The rest of the time is yours to enjoy. 

Work to be carried out will include a beach clean-up, and collection 
of seaweed and seeds for dune restoration work, as well as 
gathering firewood for the cooler times. General cleaning of gutters 
and verandahs and maybe even a little cooking if that is what you 
enjoy. Revisit Eyre, make a contribution and have a holiday all at 
the same time. Busy bees are popular so book in early with the 
caretakers and avoid disappointment. Eight participants are all we 
can take.

ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS COURSES COMING UP AT
EYRE BIRD OBSERVATORY

Notices, ctd
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REMEMBER!

Our Peregrine House office is closed for the 
Christmas holidays

from Saturday 19th December
to Sunday 10th January 2010 inclusive.

New office volunteers are always welcome.

ANNUAL HOODED PLOVER 
SURVEY 2010

The annual Hooded Plover count will take place on

Saturday 6 February 2010 and
Sunday 7 February 2010

Surveyors needed.

For further information please contact:

Marcus Singor  Tel: 9362 2742
e-mail: msingor@iprimus.com.au

Please find a survey form in this issue 
of Western Australian Bird Notes.

SHOREBIRDS 2020
The annual summer shorebird count is 

scheduled for

February 7th 2010 – Sunday

There is a full day excursion at Peel Inlet, 
Mandurah

The Rottnest count

and many individuals and groups counting at 
other significant wader sites.

If you are not already “signed up” to help and 
would like to do so

Contact: Kim Onton 
Email: kimberlyonton@yahoo.com.au

Mobile: 0428 880 580

The Editors and staff of 
“Western Australian Bird Notes” 

send Christmas Greetings to all.

May you have good bird observing in 2010 
and remember to send at least one 

contribution to WABN during the year.
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RED-TAILED BLACK-COCKATOOS 
AROUND PERTH

The WA Museum is seeing red—Red-tailed Black-
Cockatoos! Recent extensive movements of the 
Forest Red-tail Calyptorhynchus banksii naso have 
been observed around the Perth metropolitan area 
since the beginning of the 2008/09 summer season. 
The movement of the cockatoos from the Darling 
Range onto the Swan Coastal Plain has increased 
greatly over the last few years, both in the numbers 
of birds involved and their distribution on the plain. 
In the metropolitan area the movements appeared 
to be localised to Kewdale, Queens Park, Canning, 
Willetton and surrounding areas. More recent 
observations suggest that the birds are increasing 
their distribution west and north, with sightings 
during December and January reported from 
Bayswater, Ascot, Kings Park, Jandakot, Herdsman 
and City Beach. The occurrence of Red-tails in 
and around the Kewdale and Kensington areas is 
noticeaby more frequent and regular than recorded 
in previous years.

The WA Museum would appreciate any 
observations of Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos in the 
south-west, in particular the Perth metropolitan 
area and Swan Coastal Plain. Please record the 
following details;

•  number of birds
•  date and time
•  location
•  behaviour (ie, feeding) and direction travelling
•  were red tail feathers observed?

Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos can be distinguished 
from the locally more common Carnaby’s Black-
Cockatoo by their overall larger size, bill and crest, 
and slower, deeper flight. Females and juveniles 
are speckled with yellow and orange, and bright 
orange barred tail. The males are solid glossy black 
with fiery-red bands on the tail. They do not have a 
conspicuous cheek patch. The call is a rolling “kar-
raack”.

Visit www.museum.wa.gov.au/cockatoocare 
for more information.

To report sightings or request a copy of sighting 
record forms, 

please contact the Ornithology Department 
at the WA Museum on 08 9212 3700 

or clare.stevenson@museum.wa.gov.au.

Editors’ note: If you observe Red-tailed Black-
Cockatoos in a particularly unusual location, or 
have extensive observations from a particular 
locality, or notes on feeding on the Swan Coastal 
Plain, consider also writing a paragraph or two for 
WABN, as this will be of interest to other members.

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

BIRDS AUSTRALIA WESTERN 
AUSTRALIA INC.

Monday 22 February 2010 (to follow 
BAWA AGM)

Bold Park Ecology Centre, Perry Lakes 
Dr, Floreat.

The Annual General Meeting of Birds 
Australia Western Australia is called to 
consider the following agenda:

1. Apologies

2. Confirmation of 2009 minutes (see BA   
 website)

3. Business arising

4. Chair’s Report

5. Treasurer’s report

6. Election of officers

7. General business

Bruce Haynes, Chair

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
BAWA Executive Committee

BAWA Inc Executive Committee

Nominations are called for the following 
positions to be elected at the BAWA Annual 
General Meeting and the BAWA Inc Annual 
General Meeting on 22 February 2009:

Chair
Vice Chair
Secretary
Treasurer
Committee members (up to 7)

Nomination forms are available from the 
BAWA office and should be returned by 
27 January 2010.

Members are advised that some members of 
the current Executive Committee will not be 
renominating and we are seeking volunteers 
willing to attend the monthly meetings and 
carry out the other responsibilities required 
to run BAWA in an efficient and effective 
manner.

Bruce Haynes, Chair, BAWA
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The following people joined Birds Australia between 1 
August and 31 October 2009. We look forward to meeting 
you at our excursions and general meetings:

 A and Mrs Andiñach, M Armstrong, B Atkinson, M 
Champion, A Chuk, M Cicconi and S Jones,  J Cooper, 
W Cooper, R Crabtree, S and L Crew, G and J Cross, G 
Cullen, C Davis, T Douglas, K S Foo, N Grubb, J Halse, 
J Howard, J McGinley, S Milford, J Newell, R Porteus, S 
Rose, T Ross, R Saraswati, C Seddon, A and C Sherwin, P 
Thom, A Tylla, D Williams, A Willmott

New membersPresenters wanted!
Would you like to be a presenter?

Would you like that extra bit of help to feel more 
confident?

Would you like to attend a training workshop?

The Community Education Committee needs more 
presenters. We have been overwhelmed with requests for 
presentations from local groups and do not wish to refuse 
the opportunities to showcase our birds and gain more 
appreciation for our work. Also we are receiving more 
requests for bird seminars, which also require presenters.  
We have a great number of detailed PowerPoint 
presentations and just need presenters.

If you are interested in attending a training workshop, 
which would be held Jan/Feb next year, please contact:

Brice Wells on 9255 3710
Email: oddcouple18@bigpond.com

Rod Smith on 9447 3804
Email: rodjoyce@bigpond.net.au

Elsa Dabbs on 9454 3119
Email: dabchic6@bigpond.net.au

Eastern Osprey nest, Alfred Cove (for details, 
see Members’ Contributions).

Photo: Marcus Singor

LIBRARY NEWS
The BAWA Library continues to expand as a result of 
gifts and purchases. Recent acquisitions include:

Hollands, J.  ‘Owls, Frogmouths and Nightjars of 
Australia’ (598.97 HOL)

Immelman, K. ‘Australian Finches in Bush and Aviary’ 
(598.883 IMM)

Jones, D. & Goth, A. ‘Mound Builders’ (598.64 JON)

Nevill, S. ‘Birds of the Greater South West’ (598.09941 
NEV) 
— copies of this field guide are also available for 
purchase from BAWA

Baxter, C. ‘Birds of Kangaroo Island’ (598.09942 BAX)

Delany, S. & Scott, D.  ‘Waterbird Population Estimates’, 
4th edit. (598.3 DEL) 
— covers all 878 species of waterbird throughout 
the world

For members intending to travel, the library has also 
recently acquired the following guides to birding 
locations around Australia:

Bransbury, J.  ‘Where to Find Birds in Australia’ 
(598.0994 BRA) — up-dated edition.

Roberts, P. ‘Sydney Birds and Where to Find Them’ 
(598.09944 ROB)

Dolby, T. ‘Where to Find Birds in Victoria’ (598.09945 
DOL)

(Figures in brackets refer to shelf locations 
in the BAWA library)

Library Hours:  Monday to Friday 9.30 – 12.30

Stewart Houghton 
Hon. Librarian
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Country branches

ALBANY BRANCH

11 August outing, Kamballup Nature Reserve
A calm, sunny day provided excellent conditions for 
birdwatching — 58 species were observed at the reserve 
and a nearby patch of bushland bordering the Kalgan River. 
With a profusion of flowering gums there was no shortage of 
honeyeaters including Brown-headed 
and Singing Honeyeaters which we 
don’t see in Albany itself. Several Sacred 
Kingfishers were present indicating that 
they probably overwintered rather than 
migrating north. Horsfield’s and Shining 
Bronze-Cuckoos were also back. No 
matter how hard we looked, the Blue-
breasted Fairy-wren eluded us.

9 September outing, Stirling Range

Purple-crowned Lorikeets inspecting 
a nest hollow greeted us when we 
pulled into the car park at the Bluff 
Knoll turnoff. Sadly, the resident 
Australian Owlet-nightjar couldn’t be 
found. However, there were plenty of 
other birds to capture our attention including Western Yellow 
Robin, Restless Flycatcher, Regent Parrot and Yellow-plumed 
Honeyeater. Striated Pardalotes and Tree Martins were busy at 
their nest hollows and a Little Eagle was seen sitting on a nest. 
Our total count for the day was 51 species.

19 September outing, Stirling Range

Revisiting the areas of our previous excursion offered our 
overseas visitors close-up views of a great variety of species. 
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo, Varied Sittella and Scarlet Robin 
were observed before we even left the car park. Walking 
along the Ongerup Creek track we found all the birds we had 
admired a week earlier including the Inland Thornbills with 
the grubby face. The owners of the Stirling Range Retreat 
kindly let us walk the tracks on their property and with Vicky’s 
help we managed to locate a family of Blue-breasted Fairy-
wrens. By the end of the day we had seen a total of 51 species.

13 October outing, Twin Creeks Conservation Reserve

When we arrived several Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos were 
feeding on wild geranium in a paddock near the car park. 
Slight drizzle didn’t deter us from enjoying a long walk 

through various habitat types at the reserve. Scarlet, White-
breasted and Western Yellow Robins allowed us good views 
as did a Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo calling from a bare stick. 
Several Red-eared Firetails also decided to pose for us. The 
pardalotes just allowed glimpses as they were darting through 
the foliage as did the Weebills. A Painted Button-quail was 

calling repeatedly. During lunch a 
Peregrine Falcon was flying over.

24 October outing, Frank Smith Farm, 
Cranbrook

We enjoyed a lovely day observing 
bushbirds in remnant vegetation set aside 
for conservation by the late Frank Smith. 
The wedgies surprised us by having 
two young in their nest this year. As 
usual there was no shortage of Rufous 
Treecreepers and Western Yellow Robins 
— one pair of robins was accompanied 
by a very recently fledged juvenile with 
only a hint of yellow on its belly. Jacky 
Winters and Yellow-rumped Thornbills 

were also nesting and with a Shining Bronze-Cuckoo close-
by one was wondering what the thornbills might be raising. 
Red-capped Robins, Restless Flycatchers and White-browed 
Babblers also kept us entertained. Our total count for the day 
was 43 species.

Fred and Anne Bondin

Future Albany branch outings

Excursions will take place Tuesday, 8 December 2009, 
Tuesday, 19 January 2010, 9 February 2010 and 9 March 
2010. Some of the places we are planning to visit include 
Wilson Inlet and Oyster Harbour. More details about 
destinations, where to meet, etc, will be made available on 
BAWA E-news. All visitors to Albany are most welcome to 
join us. 

Please don’t hesitate to contact us for further information. 
Excursion leaders will be either Anne Bondin (PH: 9844 
1793), Ray Garstone (PH: 9844 7540) or Brad Kneebone 
(9845 2233). You can also e-mail us at albanybirds@hotmail.
com.

Jacky Winter on nest.
Photo: Eileen Rodgers

PEEL BRANCH, BIRDS AUSTRALIA WA 
IN ASSOCIATION WITH MANDURAH BIRD OBSERVERS

As from December 2009 it is hoped that the Peel program will 
be on the BAWA website. All welcome, particularly those in 
the Peel – Rockingham area.

Enquiries to:
Dick Rule     9581 1894 
or Bill Smart  9582 7934
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DENIS DE YOUNG RESERVE, BANJUP, 23 July

Just prior to ten members meeting at Denis De Young 
Reserve, the showers cleared and held off for the walk. Five 
Banded Lapwings flying over the reserve were a surprising 
start. The highlight was several long viewings of two to four 
Elegant Parrots feeding on the side of the track or perched in 
dead branches. A total of 33 species were seen with Brown 
Goshawk the only raptor.

Robyn Pickering

ALAN ANDERSON PARK, WALLISTON, 20 August

With fog, or was it cloud, we had a grey morning at Walliston 
park. However, with nine enthusiastic members along and 
four visitors from the Kalamunda area, who had seen the Birds 
Australia publicity in the Hills Gazette, it was quite enjoyable.

A total of 25 species were counted in less than two hours. This 
included more Western Wattlebirds than usual in the area, 
plus a Brown Goshawk and Baudin’s Black-Cockatoo in the 
distance.

Michael Hancock

LAKE GWELUP, STIRLING, 5 September

Twenty-four people met at Lake Gwelup including three 
visitors and some less experienced members. The lake was 
full and a few eucalypts starting to flower — a hopeful sign. 
We initially went to the bushland on the northern edge where 
a large patch of Common Donkey Orchids and some other 
wildflowers were seen. Australian Ringneck, Laughing 
Kookaburra, Western Gerygone, Yellow-rumped Thornbill, 
Striated Pardalote and Weebill were seen here.

The walk around the lake and surrounding bushland gave us 
six species of duck and a Black Swan with cygnets. A Grey 
Butcherbird sat out on a stick for everyone to get a good look 
and Brown Honeyeaters were everywhere. A Red Wattlebird 
sitting on a nest was evidence of spring. Fortunately there was 

an undercover area for morning tea as a shower of rain went 
through. A pleasant walk and Morgan aged seven got three 
‘lifers’. A total of 43 species were seen.

Ten of us then went on to Bayswater Sanctuary to follow up 
on a sighting of an unusual bird, possibly a warbler species, to 
no avail.

Sue Abbotts

KINGS PARK, 12 September

After the rain and wind of recent times it was a relief to have 
a dry and sunny morning. Are birds becoming harder to find, 
are they becoming less in number, or is my eyesight failing 
me? However, Red Wattlebirds and Brown Honeyeaters are 
common in the park and the group of 12 members saw 26 
species.

We were able to look down onto the Eastern Osprey’s nest 
with a bird sitting at the top of a Norfolk Island pine along 
Mounts Bay Road and watched Australian Ravens feeding 
young at the nest in a eucalypt. Good view as well of a pair of 
Rufous Whistlers. The donkey and spider orchids added to the 
morning’s pleasure.

Max Bailey

LITTLE RUSH LAKE, 17 September

Although cool and cloudy with no wind it was good birding 
weather and our small party of eight members enjoyed some 
excellent viewing. It was encouraging to see all the new 
planting and revegetation being done in this small reserve.

The water level was unusually high and only a few waterbirds 
were seen. Many Brown Honeyeaters in full voice provided a 
musical background to our walk. Some of the group had good 
views of a pair of Red-capped Parrots and of a male Splendid 
Fairy-wren in his brilliant blue plumage. Many of the usual 
bushbirds were seen.

The highlight of the morning was an excellent view by all the 
group of a Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo, a first sighting of it in 
this area. A total of 39 species was seen. Many thanks to Barry 
and Molly for an enjoyable morning. Molly’s decision to do 
the bird count before morning tea proved a wise move, as the 
rain came down just as she had finished!

Jan Wainwright

BILLYACATTING CAMPOUT, 25-27 September

Thirty hardy souls went on the bush campout that was 
advertised as being totally without any amenities. This wasn’t 
strictly true, there was plenty of firewood for the convivial 
campfire each night, and the Trayning Shire lent us a four-star 
chemical toilet on a trailer—Luxury!

Excursion reports

Sally with the portaloo.
Photo: Maris Lauva



Western Australian Bird Notes 27 Vol 132 December 2009

Excursion reports, ctd

The location was a very interesting extended granite ridge, 
with a pleasant wooded spot for the camp. We were woken to 
the sound of Grey Shrike-thrushes, whistlers and honeyeaters.  
Mistletoebirds were seen in the campsite.

We travelled to several nearby locations; it sometimes seemed 
like there was more interest in the wildflowers than the birds.

Nevertheless, despite a lack of any wetlands, we managed 
a total of 79 species, including Pied and Black Honeyeater. 
We even found a Laughing Dove right out in the scrub. Jill 
Hobbs was the winner of the “Guess the number of birds” 
prize. Goodness knows how she expected we would find 
so many with scarcely a waterbird in sight. Thank you very 
much, Clive and Wendy, you once again led a most enjoyable 
campout.

Maris Lauva

WIRELESS HILL AND BOORAGOON LAKE,  
27 September

On a beautiful spring morning 26 members and guests 
participated in this organised walk. I was slightly worried 
that this number would be more than the species count! As 
it turned out the Wireless Hill count exactly equalled that 
number and the Booragoon count was an excellent 41. 
Surprisingly, the only Willie Wagtail of the day turned up 
when most observers had departed after morning tea, after it 
was announced that this must be the first outing in Perth not 
to have seen one. The Wireless Hill count was higher than 
expected for this time of the year and I was especially pleased 
to record a first for myself (in WH) with a good sighting of a 
Brown Goshawk. Raptors were the highlights of both sites, 
with Australian Hobby, Little Eagle and Swamp Harrier 
also being observed. Those with telescopes sighted Eastern 
Ospreys at Alfred Cove but these were excluded from the 
final count. Apart from many duck species, including several 
stunning Pink-eared Ducks on Booragoon Lake, a Nankeen 
Night-Heron did a fly past for us. Not so stunning were the 
innumerable Australian White Ibis breeding.

Total species for the day was 48.

Alan Galbraith

WONGAN HILLS CAMPOUT, 10–11 October

This campout was attended by 30 members plus Lyn Philips 
from the local bush care group and Jill Symington from the 
Department of Environment and Conservation, Northam. The 
weather was good apart from a very cool breeze for some of 
the time.

We found a total of 77 bird species which was pretty good as 
the group spent some time looking down at some excellent 
displays of orchids and other bush plants. One of the 
highlights was a Spotted Harrier on its nest. The low light 
came in the form of a bush cockroach with beautiful markings 
but unfortunately no feathers.

We visited seven different reserves, giving us a range of 
different habitats that were delightful to walk through. The 
birds and flowers put the cream on the cake.

Pam and George Agar worked very hard on this campout to 
make separate lists for each reserve as well as giving us such 
an excellent time.

David Ballard

VICTORIA RESERVOIR, 15 October

A very pleasant walk was enjoyed by 15 members and two 
guests on a warm, but windy morning.

Thirty five species were seen, the highlights being a Pallid 
Cuckoo, Western Rosellas, a White-breasted Robin and three 
Red-winged Fairy-wrens.

A Square-tailed Kite and an Australian Hobby gave us a fly-
by, but it seems the expected Red-eared Firetails stayed in 
bed!

Thank you all for coming and maybe next time we’ll have 
more luck.

Maureen Cawley

HERDSMANS LAKE, 24 October

Thirteen members and ten visitors arrived on a surprisingly 
cool, cloudy and windy day when 28°C had been forecast. The 
lake was very choppy.

The lake is still very full and much of the typha has been 
drowned. This gave us good views of the breeding plumaged 
Eastern Great Egrets on the island. Black-winged Stilts also 
were seen. The resident Swamp Harriers and a Whistling Kite 
were present. Australian White Ibis and various cormorants 
were flying by to and from their breeding colonies. A 
Whiskered Tern is still present at the lake. Buff-banded Rail 
and Spotless Crake were seen.

Juvenile Purple Swamphens, Dusky Moorhens and Eurasian 
Coots with their parents sheltered at the water’s edge. Eight 
duck species allowed useful comparison sightings, as they 

Around the campfire, Billyacatting.
Photo: Dave Ballard
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were also sheltering from the choppy conditions. Some farm 
ducks resident at the lake caused confusion. Unfortunately, the 
Glossy Ibis did not look glossy in the poor light conditions.

Several bushbirds were seen and heard, mainly around the 
Selby Street and revegetated bushland at the western edge of 
the lake.

At the bird count, we were unable to find the elusive 60th 
species.

Claire Gerrish

Excursion reports, ctd

The wildflowers, Billyacatting campout.
Photo: Dave Ballard

Observatory reports

BROOME BIRD OBSERVATORY

The last few months have kept the 
BBO staff on their toes with two short 
courses and one long course, and a 
photography course plus getting the 
site ready for the annual visit from the 
Australasian Wader Study Group.

All the courses were a great success 
with a good variety of birds to keep participants happy, plus 
the chance to take part in bush banding and canon netting. 
Good numbers of waders were returning to the bay, which 
enabled the groups to get to grips with the commoner 
waders as well as a few less common ones such as Broad-
billed Sandpiper and Oriental Plover. I’m pleased to say that 
the people on the courses enjoyed themselves so much that 
some are coming back for the Wave the Waders Goodbye 
courses in March and April (see our website for further 
details www.broomebirdobservatory.com/courses.html)  so 
why not join them and find out what’s so good about the 
Broome area and the BBO experience !

Over the last few months the waders have returned in good 
numbers, including Little Curlew and Oriental Pratincole. 
Recently, Swinhoe’s Snipes have turned up, as has a Little 
Ringed Plover that was on the Woolies wetland with three 
Long-toed Stints. Barn Swallows are a daily occurrence, 
mostly around the sewage works and the tip, but can be 
encountered in many other places. Yellow Wagtails have 
turned up on the ovals in town but seem to be mainly 
sticking to the new recreation ground near the Boulevard 
shopping centre although a few have been seen at the 
sewage works.

The lakes have typically been good for birding with many 
species congregating there as the dry weather takes a grip 
forcing birds of prey, waders and duck to drink side by side. 

A Yellow-billed Spoonbill was a nice sighting and even 
better a Black Falcon hunting over Lake Eda.

In addition to running our own courses, a wildlife 
photography course used the BBO as a base. The group 
managed to take some amazing photos and were an 
entertaining bunch! Hopefully this course will become a 
regular event and be run again in future years.

In addition to this, the BBO hosted an artist in residence, 
Clifford Bayly, a member of the prestigious Royal 
Watercolour Society (UK). He spent a day in the bay 
showing visitors and guests painting skills and produced 
some beautiful water colours of the area.

The BBO is always looking for ways to reach out to the 
local community and there is no better way than having a 
visit from one of the local schools. Recently the BBO has 
hosted visits from the high school and primary school. 

The kids of Broome High School enjoying a drink and cake 
in the shadehouse.

Photo: Nik Ward
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There has been so much happening 
that it’s been difficult to choose what 
to include in this report. Birding has 
been steady for the winter period and 
now that spring has sprung, the waders 
are arriving. We are still waiting on 
identification of some drift seeds that 
were collected in February. More courses 
are coming up and ,of course, what have the caretakers 
been up to?    

Management has also been busy with updates for our 
Caretakers Manual, produced new beanies, polo shirts 
and picture cards sourced for sale, website upgrading is in 
progress (have you been in there?) and investigations are 
in progress for a wind generator to supplement the solar 
system.

Alma de Rebeira 
Chair, Eyre Management Committee

August to October 2009 
From an overnight stay to a three-month stint!

We were inspired by Eyre and our hosts in September 
2007, so when the opportunity arose to take on the 
privileged task of managing EBO with all the traditions it 
holds, we were delighted to accept.

We arrived on 27 July to learn the ropes and there certainly 
were plenty of them. We found our feet like the chicks on 
the beach, somewhat cautious and wobbly on the rough 
parts then we gradually gained confidence and competence 
in our daily duties as they became familiar by the end of 
August. Just as well, as September was full steam ahead 
with overnight stays of 114 and lots of day visitors, too.

The bird adventures have been many and it’s been great to 
discover new birds and now easily recognize them.

There was a call of nature every morning to the Rota Loo 
but it was the call outside that was a mystery. The call was 
quite varied, somewhat familiar in parts along with other 
unrecognised sounds. Persistent watching and the help of 
our guest revealed the White-fronted Honeyeater. It’s a bird 
with a clown-like appearance; it seems to be wearing big, 
white goggles and has a small red wattle behind its eye.

One morning our six guests were up early, some had 
literally jumped out of bed clad in their pyjamas, to gaze 
wide-eyed at 11 Major Mitchell’s Cockatoos wheeling 
and diving and all the time calling. We quickly realised 
this aerobatic display was a life and death matter as a 
Brown Falcon was on a mission to get one of them for its 
breakfast. It certainly was a sight as we moved in a mob 
around each side of the house with bated breath watching 
with binoculars and long lenses shooting the action. 
The Brown Falcon missed out on this meal and went to 
perch in a large mallee on the dunes to the west and we 
continued our watching through the spotting scope from 
the verandah.

While composing emails one day I stared out the office 
window hoping for inspiration. I noticed some activity 
around the exhaust pipe of our car and out came two 
Striated Pardalotes. Having been idle for a month the 
Toyota hollow ‘log’ was just right for a nesting site. I 
stuffed the exhaust with a rag and the pardalotes returned 
to the section of old telegraph pole outside the museum.

The bird baths have been prolific with the regulars. 
Honeyeaters abound and the list sounds like a stage make-
up artist’s work day. There are lots of Brown, Brown-
headed and White-eared Honeyeaters, Red Wattlebirds, 
the occasional Purple-gaped and shy White-fronted 
Honeyeaters, Singing with black eyeliner, a couple of 
Spiny-cheeked with pink lipstick and en masse the ever-
present New Holland Honeyeaters. The others that frequent 
the baths are dozens of Silvereyes, a few White-browed 
Scrubwrens, Grey Fantails and tough little swaggering 
Spotted Pardalotes. When the smaller birds disappear it’s 
a clue that big birds 
have arrived and it’s 
an amusing sight for 
us to see a raven, 
Grey Currawongs or 
Collared Sparrowhawks 
splashing in the water. 
Two Willie Wagtails 
have been vigilant 
in defending their 
territory by attacking 
the Australian Ravens 
whenever they come in, 
actually making contact 

The children were split into two groups and while one was 
shown bush banding the others walked to the observation 
platform to hear about the bay and then to look at what 
lives in the mud with samples taken from the bay. Both 
groups came up with some great questions and went away 
with a better idea of why they should look after the bay 
and its wildlife.

Remember, if you are interested in attending one of our 
Wave the Waders Goodbye courses, see our web site or 
contact us by email, or call for a chat.

Nik Ward
Oriental Plover, Roebuck Plain.

Photo: Nik Ward
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EYRE BIRD OBSERVATORY

Willie Wagtail defends its territory.
Photo: Nick and Rachel Hill
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with their feet on the raven’s 
back, all the while avoiding the 
massive beak. A case for the 
camera to go into over drive.

Daily there were visits of 
the ‘wow’ factor birds that 
delighted everyone, they were 
the Brush Bronzewings. They 
slowly walk up the track then 
jump up to the baths, showing 
off their glorious plumage 
in the sun. Some have very 
gold coloured crowns. Once 

refreshed they always fly away and we often hear their 
drawn out ‘oohm oohm’ calls from the mallee.

We’ve cruised Kanidal Beach for the bird counts, often with 
keen guests in the back and sometimes with a tag-along 
vehicle as well; the radio kept the followers in constant 
contact as to what shorebirds were to be seen. Our 
visiting photographers took great delight in being involved 
with this count as we got very close to our regular birds. 
Red-capped Plovers with their runners and Australian 
Pied Oystercatchers (with chicks in October) have been 
our constants. The Red-necked Stints and Sharp-tailed 
Sandpipers have increased in numbers over our time here.

We’ve also seen Ruddy Turnstones (turning seaweed 
and stones), Grey Plovers, Greater Sand Plovers and 
Sanderlings. Cameras were clicking at a great rate trying to 
capture those magnificent flyers, the Pacific Gulls, Caspian 
Terns and Pied Cormorants. On some trips we had Silver 
Gulls and Crested Terns and the occasional sighting of a 
young White-bellied Sea-Eagle. One cloudy and drizzly day 
we drove slowly along the beach and saw a Red-capped 
Plover with two runners. We stopped and watched as the 
parent bird called to the young ones. The first one ran up 
and snuggled under her wing, then the second one did the 
same so with some amusement we have documented the 
six legged Red-capped Plover.

There have been a number of visits to the area around the 
Burnabbie ruins, sometimes for firewood gathering and 
other times for a morning tea after the 10 am weather. 
Guests have come on this jaunt as well and we have boiled 
our eco-billy for coffee. While there we have enjoyed more 
birding delights, Blue-breasted Fairy-wrens, Yellow-plumed 
Honeyeaters, Rainbow Bee-eaters, Pallid Cuckoos and the 
Jackie Winters.

Father Emus have been spotted a number of times on the 
North Track with four, six and even ten chicks and Bob, the 
fisherman, reported seeing one eating quandongs from the 

tree on the track to the beach. We have often set up the 
spotting scope for our numerous guests including two tour 
groups. Many of these folk were not avid birdwatchers but 
there were wows and whoops of delight as these novices 
came eyeball to eyeball with the New Holland Honeyeaters 
and the Red Wattlebirds. A peep show of a wild kind.

It was not just the birds that have captured our attention 
but also the natural beauty of Eyre. We have gazed across 
the tops of the mallee, watched Mt Joseph change shape 
as the sand blew crazily from the south east then from 
the north west. Watching the dunes change colour in the 
evening has been something to marvel at and describing the 
clouds for the Bureau has been a challenge.

Other regular visitors to the bird baths have been two 
mother kangaroos, one with a very small joey in the pouch 
and a young one beside her and the other with a bigger joey 
in the pouch. Also the occasional Bobtail has come for a 
drink and we have sighted Southern Death Adders, a Dugite 
and Bardicks.

We’ve come to the end of our stint and this patch in 
the sand feels like home. We’ve enjoyed gazing down 
from Mt Joseph on the house nestled in the mallee 
somewhat protected from the prevailing winds to which 
we have slowly grown accustomed. Eyre is in many ways 
extraordinary (of a kind not usually met with; exceptional; 
surprising; unusually great) and it has been our fortune to 
be caretakers, that is, to take care of and share with many 
travellers the beauty and fascination of such a wonderful 
place.

Nick and Rachel Hill

RESEARCH
Drift seeds found on Kanidal Beach

In November 2008 John and Beverley O’Brien found three 
large drift seeds on their weekly beach count. They were 
very smelly and were 
placed well away from 
the observatory while we 
tried to identify them. 
Although we have an 
extensive library at Eyre 
we were unable to do 
so. Photographs of the 
seeds were then sent to 
Kevin Kenneally at the WA 
Herbarium for identification.

John O’Brien

Kevin Kenneally has provided the following comment: “My 
apologies for the delayed response but the seed has proven 
to be a bit of an enigma! I have shown it to a number of 
people with no confirmed id. I have forwarded the pics 
overseas to see if I might get lucky but so far nothing. If 
there is a break through I will let you know.”

(Kevin Kenneally is with the WA Herbarium and has an interest in 
drift seeds.)
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Just the right size for a nest.
Photo: Nick and Rachel Hill

Brush Bronzewing.
Photo: Nick and Rachel Hill

One of the drift seeds.
Photo: John O’Brien
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Coming events

Important note re campouts
Members anticipating attending campouts must notify the BAWA Office (9383 7749) of the number in their party and when they will 

arrive. If you are unsure, put your name down as you can always cancel.
An emergency contact number should also be provided in case of accident.

New members
Please let the leaders know that you are a new member and don’t hesitate to ask for assistance with bird sightings.

Saturday 5 December: Bull Creek 
Wetlands, Melville 
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at Brockman Park 
Reserve. Travel along Leach Highway 
and turn south into Karel Avenue then 
turn right into Brockman Avenue. Turn 
right into Stringfellow Drive, then first 
right into Mossman Crescent.
This walk follows Bull Creek, winds in 
behind the playing fields of All Saints 
College, then through Reg Bourke 
Reserve and around Richard Lewis Park, 
which is a Lions Club rehabilitation 
project and memorial arboretum.
The creek has Flooded Gums, Jarrah, 
Marri, paperbarks and Casuarinas along 
its banks. Splendid Fairy-wrens, Western 
Wattlebirds, White-faced Herons and 
Yellow-rumped Thornbills have been 
recorded here.
Bring water, sun screen and morning tea.
For members and guests only.

Leader: Sue Keogh

Thursday 10 December: Star Swamp, 
North Beach, Stirling 
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park at the end 
of Mary Street, Waterman. To get there, 
turn off West Coast Hwy at Mary Street, 
and drive to the car park. Alternatively, 
from Marmion Avenue, turn left into 
Beach Road, left into Ethel Street, and 
then left into Mary Street.
Species that may be found here include 
Variegated Fairy-wren, White-winged 
Fairy-wren, Southern Boobook and 
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo. Star Swamp 
has Tuart and Banksia woodland and 
heath. A variety of raptors and bushbirds 
can be seen.
For members and the general public.

Leader: Michael Hancock

Sunday 13 December: Canning River 
Regional Park, Wilson 
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the Kent Street Weir 
car park. The walk follows a 5 km circuit 

along the Canning River, viewing a 
large selection of bush and waterbirds, 
hopefully with sightings of the elusive 
Spotless Crake.
For members and the general public.

Leaders: George and Pam Agar

Twitchathon: Saturday 12 – Sunday 13 
December
See details elsewhere in this edition of 
Western Australian Bird Notes.

Sunday 13 December: BAWA Christmas 
Barbecue
The annual Christmas barbecue this year 
will be held as usual, at Peregrine House, 
at about 6:00 pm, on the lawn at the rear 
of the building. Bring your own food 
and drink, and chairs if possible.
The twitchathon will finish at the 
barbecue and winners of the various 
categories announced.
All members welcome.

Sunday 20 December: Big Carine Lake, 
Carine 
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park off Beach 
Road, Carine. Over 80 species have 
been recorded at this lake, including the 
three ibis, Buff-banded Rail and various 
raptors. Bring your telescope if you have 
one.
For members and guests only.

Leader: Clive Nealon

Note: no meeting in December
Sunday 27 December: Waterford 
Foreshore, 
Salter Point 
Half-day excursion
Meet at the Curtin University Boat Shed 
at 7:30 am. To reach the parking area 
travel along Manning Road and turn 
left into Elderfield Road which is on the 
western side of Trinity College playing 
fields. Proceed to the end of this street 
and the parking area is on the right hand 

side. The walk will proceed along the 
river front for about 1 km and return via 
a nearby park.
Bring morning tea because, if time 
permits, we will move to Salter Point 
where further species may be seen.
For members and guests only.

Leader: Sue Abbotts

Saturday 2 January: Thomson’s Lake, 
Beeliar 
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the car park on 
Russell Road. From the Kwinana 
Freeway turn west into Russell Road. 
Continue approximately 3 km to the car 
park on the right. If you reach Pearse 
Road you have gone too far. There are 
a good variety of bushbirds, waterbirds 
and perhaps a few waders.
Bring your telescope if you have one, 
and rubber boots or old sneakers as it 
will be muddy.
For members and guests only.

Leader: Robyn Pickering

Sunday 10 January: Blackwall Reach, 
Bicton 
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the junction of Kent 
Street and Blackwall Reach Parade. 
A pleasant walk along the Swan 
River on a bush track which is noted 
for its population of White-cheeked 
Honeyeaters. We will also look for 
waders along the Point Walter Beach.
For members and guests only.

Leader: Eric Pyatt

Thursday 14 January: Lake Monger, 
Leederville 
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am at the most westerly car 
park off Lake Monger Drive. This is a 
good opportunity to see many species of 
ducks, waterbirds and some bushbirds.
For members and the general public.

Leader: Max Bailey
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Saturday 16 January: Wellard Wetlands, 
Baldivis 
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the entrance to 
Wellard Wetlands on the northern side 
of Bertenshaw (was Zigzag) Road, 1 
km from St Albans Road. Coming from 
Perth, turn left off the Freeway into 
Mundijong Road, then right into St 
Albans Road. There should be plenty of 
bushbirds and waterbirds here, as well 
as several species of raptors.
For members and the general public.

Leader: Charles Merriam

Sunday 24 January: North Lake, North 
Lake 
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7.30 am at the car park near the 
north end of Progress Drive. Coming 
from Perth on the Kwinana Freeway, 
take the Farrington Road exit going right 
towards Fremantle. Coming from the 
south, take the South Street exit going 
left towards Fremantle, turn left into 
Murdoch Drive and right into Farrington 
Road. Progress Drive is the first left after 
the lights at Bibra Drive.
For members and guests only.

Leader: Wynton Maddeford

Saturday 23 to Tuesday 26 January: 
Australia Day Campout, Augusta
During the weekend we will look at 
forests of Karri, Marri and Jarrah, 
heathlands and beaches around Cape 
Leeuwin and Hardy Inlet. More than 
100 species of birds have been recorded 
on previous campouts with specials 
including Red-winged Fairy-wren, 
Southern Emu-wren, Red-eared Firetail, 
Rock Parrot and various seabirds and 
shorebirds.
BAWA has booked 15 sites at Turner 
Caravan Park, Blackwood Avenue, 
Augusta. Please telephone them on 
9758 1593 and say you are with Birds 
Australia to book your campsite. There 
is no other on-site accommodation 
available.
If you wish to participate in this campout 
please notify BAWA office on 9383 7749 
with the number of people attending.
A boat trip is planned up Hardy Inlet on 
the Sea Dragon 1. Cost $30 and that may 
be less if more than 20 people want to 
go. Morning tea provided.
For members and guests only.
Leaders: Les and Sandra Hogben, John Graff

Monday 25 January 2010: Bold Park Eco 
Centre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat 
Meeting: 7:30 pm
John Brooke, a member, will give an 
illustrated talk entitled “Views of Chile”, 
including its birds.

Saturday 30 January: Lake McLarty, 
Murray 
Full day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the gate into Lake 
McLarty Reserve. Travel on the Perth-
Bunbury Highway past Pinjarra Road, 
turning right into Mills Road and 
continue for approximately 1.7 km until 
you see the white gate on the right. Take 
your lunch, wellies/old shoes, sun hat, 
insect repellent, water and telescopes. 
There should be a variety of waders at 
the lake, as well as many waterbirds and 
bushbirds.
For members and guests only.

Leaders: Mike Craig and John Graff

Sunday 7 February: Peel Inlet, 
Mandurah 
Full day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am north of the Erskine 
Lakes near the end of Southmead 
Green. Coming from Perth go over the 
Mandurah Bypass Bridge, take the first 
left into Sticks Boulevard, the first left 
into Abbotswood Parkway, the first right 
into Pennington Garden and the first left 
into Southmead Green. We will look for 
waterbirds and bushbirds around the 
lakes and estuary.
The shore at Coodanup may also be 
visited by those wishing to extend 
the excursion after lunch. Bring insect 
repellant, your telescope if you have 
one, and come and learn about waders. 
This excursion will also contribute to the 
annual wader count.
For members and guests only.

Leader: Robyn Pickering

Saturday 6 to Sunday 7 February: 
Rottnest wader count
This survey is part of the twice-annual 
survey of wader sites on Rottnest Island 
for the Rottnest Island Authority and the 
Shorebirds 2020 database.
The wader survey will take place on 
the Sunday. Saturday will be spent 
reviewing the wader sites.
The accommodation will be booked from 
Friday 5th to Monday 8th but we will not 
have access until after 2:00 pm Friday 
and need to exit the house by 9:00 am 
Monday.
Accommodation at the UWA Research 
Station is now under the control of the 

Rottnest Island Authority, but we are 
assured that the cost will probably be 
less than the $11/head per night UWA 
charged. Added will be the cost of the 
UWA vehicle, usually around $5 per 
head. So together this will probably be 
less than last year’s cost of $16.50/head/
night. The cooking facilities, refrigerators 
and beds have all been updated and the 
building has been cleaned and painted. 
You need to bring your own food or buy 
it on arrival. The group usually eats in 
the Settlement on the Saturday night.
Transport around the island is provided 
with the use of two vehicles. The 
subsidized return ferry fare with 
Rottnest Express is $20.
Numbers are limited to 20 people. 
Members experienced in wader 
identification are required but we 
can take some members who are 
less confident. It is a good learning 
opportunity.  If you are interested in 
attending please register your name and 
contact details, including e-mail address, 
at the BAWA office on 9383 7749.
For members only.

Leader: Sue Mather

Sunday 14 February: Lake Joondalup, 
Joondalup 
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at Neil Hawkins Park, in 
the car park at the end of Boas Avenue. 
Sixty-nine species of birds have been 
seen here. There are always lots of 
waterbirds and bushbirds to be seen 
around this large lake, and there could 
be waders as well. Bring your telescope 
if you have one.
For members and the general public.

Leaders: Andrew Hobbs and Tom Delaney

Thursday 18 February: Canning River 
Regional 
Park, Wilson 
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the Kent Street Weir 
car park. The walk follows a 5 km circuit 
along the Canning River, viewing a 
large selection of bush and waterbirds, 
hopefully with sightings of the elusive 
Spotless Crake.
For members and the general public.

Leaders: George and Pam Agar

Sunday 21 February: Wireless Hill Park, 
Ardross and Alfred Cove, Melville 
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the first car park 
on the right-hand side of Telefunken 
Drive. From Risely Street turn west 
into Almondbury Road and go straight 
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through the roundabout onto Telefunken 
Drive and into Wireless Hill Park. Sixty 
species of birds have been seen here. We 
will then continue a short drive to Alfred 
Cove to look for waterbirds and raptors.
For members and guests only.

Leaders: Alan Galbraith and John Graff

Monday 22 February: Bold Park Eco 
Centre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat 
Meeting: 7:30 pm and Annual General 
Meeting
Catherine Howard of WWF Australia 
will give an illustrated talk entitled “The 
Future of Threatened Bird Species in 
WA”.
Note : This meeting is also the occasion 
for the Group’s AGM. For details, see 
elsewhere in this edition.

Sunday 28 February: Lake Richmond, 
Rockingham 
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am on Safety Bay Road, 
Rockingham, opposite the Naragubup 
Centre on the western side of Lake 
Richmond. The walk around the lake 
will take 2-3 hours. One hundred and 
twenty-five species have been recorded 
at the lake, including 14 species of raptor 
seen regularly. Another interesting 
feature of the lake is the thrombolites.
There are picnic facilities at the Centre, 
but you need to bring your own lunch.
For members and the general public.

Leader: Mary Vaughan

Saturday 27 February to Monday 
1 March: Labour Day campout at 
Busselton
It is four years since a Busselton 
campout and a look at the diverse 
habitats of the area: the Vasse-Wonnerup 
Estuary system – a RAMSAR site; The 
Broadwater; the only remaining remnant 
bushland on the coastal plain near 
Busselton; pretty Meelup Creek and 
Cowaramup Bay which has the most 
northerly stand of Karri to explore.
BAWA has booked 15 powered sites 
at the Kookaburra Caravan Park, 66 
Marine Terrace, Busselton. There is also 
some on-site accommodation available. 
A condition of booking over this long 
weekend is that you book for 3 nights. 
Please phone them on 9752 1516 and 
say you are with Birds Australia to book 
your campsite.
If you wish to participate in this campout 
please notify BAWA office on 9383 7749 
with the number of people attending.
For members and guests only.

Leader: Sue Abbotts

Sunday 7 March: Lake McLarty, Murray 
Full day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the gate into Lake 
McLarty Reserve. Travel on the Perth-
Bunbury Highway past Pinjarra Rd, 
turning right into Mills Road and 
continue for approximately 1.7 km until 
you see the white gate on the right. Take 
your lunch, wellies/old shoes, sun hat, 
insect repellent, water and telescopes. 
There should be a variety of waders at 
the lake, as well as many waterbirds and 
bushbirds.
For members and guests only.

Leaders: Alan Collins and John Graff

Thursday 11 March: Manning Lake, 
Spearwood 
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the car park, 
Azelia Road, opposite the Azelia Ley 
Homestead Museum, on the western 
side of the lake. This is a semi-permanent 
wetland, with a fringe of paperbark 
trees, noted for its waterbirds. Bushbirds 
are also plentiful in the reserve and in 
bush to the west.
For members and the general public.

Leaders: Barry and Molly Angus

Saturday 13 March: Herdsman Lake, 
Stirling 
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the car park of the 
Perth Pony Club. To reach the car park, 
drive along John Sanders Drive from the 
Perth direction, and turn left just before 
you reach Selby Street. This is one of the 
waterbird refuges that never dries up. 
Bring your telescope if you have one.
For members and guests only.

Leader: Claire Gerrish

Monday 19 March: Bold Park Eco 
Centre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat 
Meeting: 7:30 pm h
Dr Rob Davis, former chairman of 
the WA Group and now Lecturer 
in Vertebrate Biology, Edith Cowan 
University, will give a presentation on 
the diverse and highly endemic bird 
fauna of the North Pacific, including 
the Bismarck Archipelago off the 
north-east coast of Papua New Guinea, 
the Federated States of Micronesia 
and the Republic of Palau — all little-
known and rarely visited regions. The 
presentation will also focus on some of 
the conservation issues affecting birds in 
the Pacific region.

Sunday 21 March: Rottnest Island 
Full-day excursion
Meet at 8:15 am on Rottnest at the 
Tourist Bureau at the end of the jetty. 
The Rottnest Express leaves at 7:30 am 
from ‘C’ Shed, Victoria Quay, Fremantle. 
Advice from the ferry company is to 
book well in advance on 1300 467 688.
Rottnest has a variety of habitats, 
including the shallow salt lakes, the 
coast, fresh water swamps, woodland 
and heath. There are 49 species that are 
regularly seen and more than 112 when 
vagrants are included.
We will walk around the salt lakes 
where we should have good views of 
the waders, then across the golf course 
where Common Pheasants and Red-
capped Robins are often seen. We will 
return to the Settlement for lunch, 
after which we plan to walk to Bickley 
Swamp, near the Barracks, for more 
waders and a chance of seeing Rock 
Parrot.
Most ferries leave the island about 4:00 
pm.
For members and guests only.

Leader: Sue Abbotts

Saturday 27 March: Bibra Lake, 
Cockburn 
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:00 am at the first car park at 
the northern end of the lake off Progress 
Drive. Bibra Lake is a part of the Beeliar 
Wetlands chain and a large number 
of bushbirds and waterbirds can be 
seen here. Bring water, hats, suitable 
footwear, etc. Snakes have been seen 
around here.
For members and the general public.

Leader: Robyn Pickering

Friday 2 to Monday 5 April: Easter 
campout, Holleton
Holleton is an abandoned mining town 
site in a large remnant of bushland in 
the eastern wheatbelt, approximately 80 
km ENE of Narembeen and 90 km SSW 
of Southern Cross. It features a number 
of habitat types including woodland, 
mallee shrubland and sandplain heath. 
A number of interesting birds, including 
Shy Heathwren and Western Yellow 
Robin, have been seen here and the area 
is an Important  Bird Area (designated 
for breeding Malleefowl).
During the campout, we will explore 
the bushland and one or more of the 
many reserves nearby. There are no 
facilities but plenty of space for camping. 
Be fully self-sufficient for everything, 
including water, food and vehicle fuel. 
Note that participant numbers will be 
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limited to approximately 25 people. Track access from the 
south suitable for 2WD vehicles. Mud maps and access 
instructions from Cheryl and Martin.

Leaders: Cheryl and Martin Gole (Bookings 9293 4958)

Friday 2 to Monday 5 April: Easter campout, Hopetoun, 
and Fitzgerald River National Park
The campout will be based at the Hopetoun Caravan Park, 
on the south coast. There is good birding in the surrounding 
area, which includes the Fitzgerald River National Park, the 
ocean and the estuary. This is also a chance to see one or two 
south coast rarities.
Now that the BHP mine has closed at Jerdacuttup, BAWA 
has been able to book 15 camping sites at the Hopetoun 
Caravan Park. Please phone them on 9838 3096 and say you 
are with Birds Australia to book your campsite.
If you wish to participate in this campout please notify 
BAWA office on 9383 7749 with the number of people 
attending.
Hopetoun Motel and Chalets may be of interest to members 
not wanting to camp and is close to the caravan park. Their 
phone number is 08 9838 3219. Book early as this is a very 
busy time of year.
For members and guests only.

Leaders: Clive and Wendy Napier, Sue Abbotts

Monday 19 April: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Dr, 
Floreat 
Meeting: 7:30 pm
John Luyer, a member and organiser of Station Surveys, 
will talk about BAWA’s role in station surveys conducted on 
behalf of DEC.
NB : Note the earlier date, Monday 26 April is a public 
holiday, following ANZAC Day which falls on a Sunday.
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ACROSS
4. cave; 6. strigiformes; 8. blue; 9. miner; 11. telescopes; 
14. fledgling; 15. seeds; 17. gnow; 18. sit; 19. Broome; 21. 
Rainbow Lorikeet; 25. tunnel

DOWN
1. isle; 2. field guide; 3. kite; 4. cere; 5. as; 7. sings; 9. 
Malleefowl; 10. Budgerigar; 12. cold; 13. pin; 16. swift; 19. 
brown; 20. skua; 22. nut; 23. owl; 24. Emu.

Crossword answers No. 1

Digital photos
When submitting electronic images for possible use in 
WABN, please use a medium to high resolution, eg, 
300 dpi, as this provides a clear reproduction.

Most digital cameras provide an option for selecting 
the resolution. Low resolution images generally are 
used only for display on computer monitors and not 
for printing.

When emailing photos, please send them separately 
and not embedded in Word documents.
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• Excursion leaders — contact Sue Abbotts Tel 9444 1607, e-mail 
 suechat@bigpond.net.au 

• Hooded Plover surveys — Feb 6-7 2010 — contact Marcus Singor Tel                  
 9362 2742, e-mail msingor@iprimus.com.au

• Card sales — contact Beryl Walker Tel 9397 6887, e-mail 
 ghem@bigpond.net.au

• Office volunteer — contact Wendy Napier Tel 9332 7265, e-mail 
 cnap@optusnet.com.au

• Fundraising — contact Bruce Haynes Tel 9384 7426, e-mail 
 b.haynes@pesa.org.au

Calendar of events

Sat 5 Dec: Bull Creek Wetlands, Melville: Half-day excursion
Thu 10 Dec: Star Swamp, North Beach, Stirling: Half-day   
 excursion
Sun 13 Dec: Canning River Regional Park, Wilson: Half-day   
 excursion
Sat 12 – Sun 13 Dec: Twitchathon
Sun 13 Dec: BAWA Christmas Barbecue
Note: No meeting in Dec
Sun 27 Dec: Waterford Foreshore, Salter Point: Half-day excursion
Sat 2 Jan 2010: Thomson’s Lake, Beeliar: Half-day excursion
Sun 10 Jan: Blackwall Reach, Bicton: Half-day excursion
Thu 14 Jan: Lake Monger, Leederville: Half-day excursion
Sat 16 Jan: Wellard Wetlands, Baldivis: Half-day excursion
Sun 24 Jan: North Lake, North Lake: Half-day excursion
Sat 23 to Tue 26 Jan: Australia Day Campout, Augusta
Mon 25 Jan: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat:  
 Meeting: 7:30 pm
Sat 30 Jan: Lake McLarty, Murray: Full day excursion
Sun 7 Feb: Peel Inlet, Mandurah: Full day excursion
Sun 14 Feb: Lake Joondalup, Joondalup: Half-day excursion
Thu 18 Feb: Canning River Regional: Park, Wilson: Half-day  
 excursion
Sun 21 Feb: Wireless Hill Park, Ardross and Alfred Cove, Melville:  
 Half-day excursion
Mon 22 Feb: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat:  
 Meeting: 7:30 pm and Annual General Meeting
Sun 28 Feb: Lake Richmond, Rockingham: Half-day excursion
Sat 27 Feb to Mon 1 Mar: Labour Day campout at Busselton
Sun 7 Mar: Lake McLarty, Murray: Full day excursion
Thu 11 Mar: Manning Lake, Spearwood: Half-day excursion
Sat 13 Mar: Herdsman Lake, Stirling
Mon 19 Mar: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat:  
 Meeting: 7:30 pm h
Sun 21 Mar: Rottnest Island: Full-day excursion
Sat 27 Mar: Bibra Lake, Cockburn: Half-day excursion
Fri 2 to Mon 5 Apr: Easter campout, Holleton
Fri 2 to Mon 5 Apr: Easter campout, Hopetoun, and Fitzgerald  
 River National Park
Mon 19 Apr: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat:   
 Meeting: 7:30 pm 
 NB : Note the earlier date, Mon 26 Apr is a public holiday,  
 following ANZAC Day which falls on a Sun.

Opportunities for volunteers


