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Lots of things have been happening with Ground Parrots 
lately — some good news, some not so good.

Recovery team

Brenda Newbey and John Blyth have been members of 
the South Coast Threatened Birds Recovery team since 
its inception, as they both contribute personal expertise 
relevant to the recovery of threatened birds. However, 
they are now also officially BAWA representatives on 
the team, and will provide a direct line of communication 
between BAWA and the recovery team. In this capacity, 
they have already assisted with grant applications and with 
the facilitation of BAWA’s current role in administering one 
source of funds.

Taxonomic status

The recovery team has been collaborating with Steve 
Murphy (Australian Wildlife 
Conservancy), Leo Joseph 
(CSIRO) and Jeremy Austin 
(Ancient DNA Lab, University 
of Adelaide) to re-assess the 
taxonomic status of the various 
populations of the Ground 
Parrot using genetic techniques. 
This work is not yet complete, 
but results to date suggest 
that all the eastern birds, from 
Queensland to Tasmania and 
South Australia, are very similar 
to each other, but different 
from the western birds. These 
differences are similar to the 
degree of genetic difference 
between Western Thornbills 

and Buff-rumped Thornbills, suggesting that the Western 
Ground Parrot is a distinct species from the Eastern Ground 
Parrot. While this is interesting in itself, it also has profound 
implications for management, the most important being 
that an increased effort is needed to conserve the western 
birds, because they are still declining in numbers, and if we 
cannot reverse or stop this trend, then we would be faced 
with the first contemporary bird extinction in Australia.

Population trends

The Friends of the Western Ground Parrot have been 
working with Abby Berryman, the project leader, to 
encourage volunteers to assist with monitoring. Results of 
monitoring, though, have not been terribly encouraging. 
In a recent trip to the wilderness area in the southern part 
of Fitzgerald River NP, no birds were heard. At Drummond 
Track, results have been mixed. In one brief trip, no birds 
were heard. However, in a more comprehensive survey 

a couple of weeks later, two 
birds were heard, but may have 
moved on subsequently. At 
Short Road, where no birds were 
heard last year, a survey by 
DEC staff in late April revealed 
the presence of several birds, 
which was very welcome news. 
Nevertheless, the situation in the 
Fitzgerald is precarious. Total 
numbers of the bird in Cape Arid 
and Fitzgerald River may now 
be as low as 110 birds, with 
the majority in Cape Arid. If we 
don’t act quickly and decisively, 
the Western Ground Parrot is 
likely to become extinct in the 
next 5-10 years.

Ground Parrot foraging in Fitzgerald River 
National Park.

Photo: Brent Barrett

Letters to the Editors ............................p2
Book review ..........................................p4
Observations ........................................p5
BAWA reports .......................................p6
BAWA projects ......................................p7

The naming of birds ............................p10
Members’ cotributions ........................p11
Notices................................................p15
New members ....................................p17
Country groups ...................................p18

Excursion reports................................p19
Observatories .....................................p23
Coming events....................................p26
Opportunities for volunteers ...............p32
Calendar of events .............................p32



Vol 130 June 2009 2 Western Australian Bird Notes

Dear Editors

Photography workshop

Just a short email to let you know how wonderful this 
morning’s workshop with Simon was for me.

Simon’s informal, patient and friendly manner of conveying 
and sharing his expertise with digital photography and birds 
was invaluable.

I learned a lot and put it into practice when I stumbled across 
a Buff-banded Rail (right at my feet he was, I was watching 
a Grey Fantail at the time) on the other side of the lake 
following the workshop.

I can’t fully express my joy at being able to use my camera 
more successfully/accurately today than I did yesterday!

“We come from the Earth 
return to the Earth 

in between we twitch and garden”

Gillian Pitt

Dear Editors

Galah corella

Just continuing on from the story in March 2009 issue of the 
“Odd Couple” at Blackall Reach/Point Walter.

I photographed the lovely Galah and corella couple in June 
2008 and nearby 
was their offspring, 
a paler coloured 
version of the 
Galah with corella 
eyes.

The couple were 
contentedly 
grooming each 
other and not at all 
concerned about my 
presence.

Gillian Pitt

Management actions

Action is proceeding on several 
fronts. Birds Australia in 
collaboration with the Friends 
of the Western Ground Parrot 
has received funding from 
Exetel Pty Ltd. The funding is 
to be administered by BAWA. 
It is to support current work 
aimed at using autonomous 
recording units (ARUs) to record 
Ground Parrot calls at remote 
locations. This will be used to 
develop monitoring protocols 
and procedures that, hopefully, 
will provide more extensive 
data than we can currently 
obtain with the limited number 
of staff and volunteers. Exetel 
has also expressed interest in 
supporting a captive breeding 
program, for which the recovery 
team is currently developing 
a proposal and plan. BAWA, the Friends group and the 
recovery team are grateful for Exetel’s interest and valuable 
support in this area. Careful fire management is required 
to protect Ground Parrot populations, and the recovery 
team spends significant amounts of time contributing to 
planning for such management. In addition, as it is believed 
that the current rapid decline of Western Ground Parrot 
populations may be due to cat predation, the recovery 
team is still trying to raise enough interest and resources 
to carry out an integrated predator management program 
on the south coast, to protect this and other threatened 
animals. Volunteer assistance will be needed for monitoring 
and evaluation of any such program, as well as for 
assistance in capturing birds and looking after them in the 

proposed captive management 
program. So, if you have been 
thinking about the possibility of 
volunteering some time for this 
project or making a donation 
specifically for the Western 
Ground Parrot – our Ground 
Parrots need you now more than 
ever!

Future funding

The status of available resources 
for this work is extremely 
precarious. Commonwealth 
funding for the project is not 
guaranteed beyond the end 
of June this year, and the 
Commonwealth’s current 
funding arrangements are 
biased against threatened 
species work. As a result 
of current global financial 
conditions, DEC (like other State 

government departments) has received funding cutbacks 
that are expected to continue over the next two years at 
least. In this environment, DEC will need to carry out a 
strategic review of how and where it allocates resources 
to threatened species management. BAWA, the Friends 
group and the recovery team are currently exploring various 
funding options, but the situation is serious. One bright 
note in this area is the interest that Exetel has displayed in 
expressing willingness to support conservation efforts for 
the Ground Parrot, but further support from other sources 
will be needed quickly if we are to be successful in saving 
this unusual and enigmatic parrot.

Allan Burbidge

Galah Corella
Photo: Gillian Pitt

Letters to the Editors

Allan Burbidge, Chris Powell and Neil Boucher at an 
autonomous recording unit just installed in Fitzgerald 

River National Park. The solar panel powers the 
electronics and recording equipment that are housed 

in the white box.
Photo: Abby Berryman.
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Dear Editors

Raptors and rosellas

Is it possible that the copious stick-nest and the egg described 
in WA Bird Notes 129, page 13, belonged to a sparrowhawk or 
a goshawk, rather than to a Hobby? A comparison of this egg 
in the WA Museum would easily solve the problem, if indeed a 
problem there is, for I could be wildly wrong. (Editor’s note: it 
was in fact a sparrowhawk egg; see elsewhere in this issue).

In the second and third editions of his Australian Parrots, 
Joe Forshaw relates how he observed a Western Rosella 
feeding in a profusely flowering Jarrah tree at Dwellingup, 
in Eucalyptus marginata, so that there can have been no 
slip over vernaculars. In my neck of the woods, flowering 
of Jarrah usually ends around the end of November. I have 
in some years seen good flowering well into December, 
even to Christmas, but never in January. Conspicuously 
rich flowering is a character of Marri rather than of Jarrah, 
but that also provides a slight problem: young Marris may 
sometimes start flowering early in January but for a mature 
tree to be in full bloom it seems early (too early?). I have 
no notes on how good or poor the flowering season of the 
Marri was in 1975. Forshaw’s observation has found its way 
into HANZAB, but without mention of the species of tree: 
“Claimed to eat nectar (Forshaw)”. It must be noted that 
Forshaw does not exactly say this, he only mentions feeding 
in the flowering tree, without saying anything about what it 
was feeding on. The species does eat nectar, that is quite true. 
When Forshaw’s observation is transferred to Marri, he gets 
support from Abbott. HANZAB cites this as eating flowers, 
which may imply nectar, but that is not stated. I have not 
seen rosellas eating the flowers of Marri, but the cockatoos 
(Calyptorhynchus baudinii) pick the flowers, squeeze them, 
and drop them. Perhaps Abbott remembers whether the 
rosellas he observed, actually ate the flowers, or just squeezed 
them, or licked them.

Sorry about this rambling letter about trivia.
Gerlof Mees

Dear Editors

Australian Hobby nest?

Re Les George’s Australian Hobby (?) nest at Carnarvon 
(WABN 129:13) — his photo and description of the egg show 
and describe a Collared Sparrowhawk’s egg, not a hobby’s 
egg, which (like all falcons’ eggs) would be richly blotched 
reddish brown all over. The nest description also fits a 
sparrowhawk’s nest well, and of course the hawk family build 
their own nests and characteristically line them with green 
leaves. Informants are notoriously unreliable when it comes 

to correctly identifying raptors. Understandably, if Les took 
his informant’s report at face value, a sparrowhawk slipping 
quickly away off the nest, or sitting low in the nest with only 
its head and tail-tip visible, could be assumed to be a hobby, 
as both are grey dorsally and rufous ventrally, with square 
tails and pointed wing-tips (less so in sparrowhawks). I’ve had 
otherwise good birders report nesting Collared Sparrowhawks 
as Grey Falcons!

Stephen Debus

Editors’ note: Les George sent the egg to the Western 
Australian Museum, and Ron Johnstone identified it as a 
Collared Sparrowhawk egg. Ron also provided the following 
notes (slightly edited):

“The egg is definitely that of a Collared Sparrowhawk; see 
egg plates 13 and 15 in the Handbook of Western Australian 
Birds. Les may still have been right in the identification of 
the sitting bird as a hobby. Sparrowhawks will occasionally 
build their own nest but generally add to and reline an old 
nest of a raven, crow or another hawk. Australian Hobbies 
almost invariably nest in old stick nests, especially corvid 
nests, usually unaltered or with some twigs and green leaves 
added. I have a note from Geoff Lodge of a very flimsy nest 
of the hobby he found on the Gascoyne that he suspected 
may have been built by the birds. On several occasions I 
have observed sparrowhawks and hobbies fighting over 
nest sites including raven nests and also ravens and hobbies 
squabbling over nests. On one occasion I found a raven 
egg beneath a nest taken over by hobbies. In Carlisle last 
year a raven nest in a large Lemon-scented Gum was taken 
over by hobbies. The male hobby was observed bringing 
food to the female on the nest and the pair was observed 
copulating on the nest. The female sat in the nest for a week. 
This is common behaviour for hobbies and the female will 
often sit tight in a nest for one or two weeks before laying. 
Fights were frequent between the hobbies and a pair of 
ravens during this time and eventually a group of ravens 
(a murder) drove the hobbies away. The hobbies returned 
recently. I would presume that the hobbies would win out 
over sparrowhawks in a dispute over a nest site and would 
empty out any nest contents. It will be interesting to see 
what returns to the Carnarvon site this year.”

Les also notes that the nest in question no longer exists, as it 
has fallen down. He believes that had it been built by corvids 
it would still be present but as it was more a layered nest, 
just tiers of twigs not interwoven, it lacked stability and fell 
down months ago. Interestingly, Les says that he did see a 
hobby in the vicinity of the nest, but he did not see a Collared 
Sparrowhawk on any of his regular visits to the area at that 
time.

Letters to the Editors, ctd

Digital photos
When submitting electronic images for possible use in WABN, please use a medium to high resolution, eg, 300 
dpi, as this provides a clear reproduction.

Most digital cameras provide an option for selecting the resolution. Low resolution images generally are used 
only for display on computer monitors and not for printing.

When emailing photos, please send them separately and not embedded in Word documents.
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A review of Birds of the Greater South West: 
Western Australia by Simon J Nevill: Simon Nevill 
Publications, Perth Western Australia, 2008, 304 
pages

Simon Nevill, well known to birdwatchers in Western 
Australia, has put considerable thought into making this full 
colour photographic field guide as easy to use as possible, 
especially for people new to birdwatching. The guide is 
‘large pocket size’ and with waterproof cover. Inside the front 
cover is a single page “Easy find index” based on common 
names, single as for Hardhead or for groups such as avocet, 
quail or cormorant. It has an unusually long, and very useful, 
introductory section of 50 pages, which I describe more 
fully below. That is followed by the field guide proper of 
235 pages, glossary, checklist, common and scientific name 
indexes, and selected references. Birds are named according to 
Christidis and Boles (2008), but the modified order of listing 
various groups used in Christidis and Boles 2008 has not been 
followed. This is perhaps a pity, but I have sympathy with the 
view that the knowledge of taxonomic relationships at family 
and higher levels has not yet stabilised and ongoing change is 
confusing for most birdwatchers.

The brief “Introduction” clarifies the area with which the 
book deals, refers to special ornithological features such 
as the presence of 14 endemic species (probably 15 now, 
following very recent genetic work on the Western Ground-
Parrot), and outlines the author’s intentions for the book. 
It is followed by a description of the “Greater South West 
Region” (GSW), along with a map outlining the seven major 
vegetation zones covered. Four schematic double page maps 
follow, each showing a different part of the GSW with many 
specific areas of importance to birds shown, along with main 
roads and towns. The author makes clear that these maps 
need to be used in conjunctions with more detailed road 
maps and atlases, but despite their schematic nature they 
will be a useful resource for people wishing to expand their 
birdwatching domain. They will be most valuable used in 
conjunction with the next two relatively detailed sections 
on habitat types and a six page “Where to watch birds in the 
Greater South West Region”. These sections provide names of 
many of the bird species likely to be found in each particular 
habitat and particular reserves or other birding areas, a feature 
not found in most field identification guides. In fact, despite 
a specific disclaimer that this is not a ‘where to find birds’ 
book, it provides a helpful amount of bird finding information, 
especially for endemic and other ‘special’ species. It is also of 
course an almost (see qualifications in second last paragraph 
below) comprehensive field guide for its chosen region. The 
five pages on “Birdwatching for Beginners” contain many 
excellent suggestions and are well worth reading, even for 
more experienced birdwatchers.

However good the introductory material, a book claiming 
to be a field guide will stand or fall on its usefulness to 
birdwatchers, of a variety of skill levels, in identifying the 
birds they see in the wild. No matter how good the written 
description of a species most of us depend greatly on an 

illustration or photograph to make a decision as to what we 
are seeing. Photographs have to be very good to ensure that 
the key features of each species are clearly shown. Artistic 
licence, on the other hand, can ensure that such features are 
clear in drawings. However, what photographs can do, that all 
but the very best illustrations often do not, is show features of 
the live bird such as absolute colour pattern, true shape and 
stance. On a number of occasions I have found photographs 
critical in separating closely related birds, perhaps shown in 
most field guides as being very similar. The photographs in 
this book are almost uniformly excellent and should leave no 
doubt as to the identity of any birds likely to be seen in the 
designated region, provided good views are obtained. For 
example, the photographs on pages 158 and 159 make very 
clear that Western Corellas (often referred to as long-billed) 
are most like, and hardest to separate from, Little Corellas, 
rather than the introduced (eastern states) Long-billed 
Corellas. In some cases there is more than one photograph of a 
species in order to illustrate such things as underwing patterns 
in birds of prey or different colour patterns depending on life 
stage as in many waders.

The text is easy to read and contains a wealth of information 
gained from the author’s long experience with birds of 
Western Australia. The distributional information (within 
the region dealt with) provided for each bird is generally 
outstanding, as is the detailed comparison with other species 
with which it may be confused. Consistent with this being 
a field guide based on photographs, the author puts a lot 
of emphasis on jizz, (overall shape and appearance), and 
the use of this book should help to rapidly improve one’s 
observational and identification skills.

The author has left out vagrants and truly oceanic (pelagic) 
seabirds, concentrating on birds that are clearly associated 
with the GWR land mass. He also points out that very 
deliberate offshore trips need to be arranged for pelagic 
seabirds and these can often be very difficult to identify for 
non-experts. Perhaps less understandable is the omission of 
photographs of the three bitterns, rarely seen but ‘resident’ 
birds, and on most birdwatchers’ want-to-see lists! Some 
minor editorial mistakes exist, especially in the section on 
habitat types and their birds. These include the use of the 
names Short-billed and Long-billed Black-Cockatoos while 
the now accepted names of Carnaby’s and Baudin’s Black-
Cockatoos are used in the field guide proper. Similarly, the 
‘Fairy’ is left out of some references to Fairy-wrens in the 
introductory sections. Some other spelling and typological 
errors should also be corrected in later editions.

The editorial issues referred to above have little effect on 
the overall attractiveness and value of this book. It contains 
features lacking in the several Australia-wide field guides 
already available, and should become an essential piece of 
equipment for birdwatchers wanting to get to know birds of 
the “Greater South West”.

John Blyth

Book review
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A review of Birds of the Greater South West: 
Western Australia by Simon J Nevill

The excellent photographs, mostly Simon’s own, which 
illustrate this book, are a highlight. I believe that birdwatchers, 
particularly less experienced ones, would find these photos 
most helpful for bird identification for two reasons. Firstly, the 
colouring of the plumage is so natural and secondly, the stance 
of the birds, be it perched or standing, is exactly as it would be 
seen in the wild.

Mavis Norgard

Book review, ctd

This list has been compiled by the 
WA Rarities Committee. Metropolitan 
suburbs or shires are in parentheses. 
Please report interesting observations 
to Frank O’Connor (9386 5694 or 
preferably sightings@birdswa.com.
au) or to the BAWA office (9383 7749). 
Sightings are included on the BAWA 
web site (birdswa.com.au) as soon 
as possible, and the most interesting 
are selected for inclusion in the next 
WABN.

The names and order follow Christidis, 
L. and Boles, W. (2008) (Systematics 
and Taxonomy of Australian Birds, 
CSIRO Publishing).

Highlights. The most unusual sighting 
this period is a BEACH STONE-
CURLEW seen on the south coast at 
the mouth of the Thomas River in Cape 
Arid NP. This coastal shorebird species 
has not previously been recorded south 
of Ningaloo. It is not known to move 
long distances.

The White-fronted Honeyeater seen at 
Wireless Hill Park is the first record for 
the metropolitan area, following 
on from the metropolitan record 
of Black Honeyeater at the same 
reserve reported in WABN 129. 
The White-fronted Honeyeater is 
known to be a nomadic species, 
including the report in WABN 
119 at Cape Leeuwin in February 
2006.
Franklin’s Gulls have been seen 
on the Vasse Wonnerup Estuary 
and at Broome. This species is 
reported about once per year 
somewhere in Western Australia. 
The Broome bird was still present 
when this summary was written.

The two JAVAN POND HERONS 
seen on the Cocos Islands are a new 
species record for the islands. The only 
previously confirmed record in Australia 
was in Darwin in March 2007, although 
there have been immature pond herons 
seen on Christmas Island that have not 
been identified to species. A female 
WATERCOCK was seen by the ranger 
on West Island in March, possibly the 
same bird that was rescued in December 
2005 near Horsburgh Island and later 
released on West Island in the area this 
bird was seen.

The YELLOW BITTERN seen on 
Christmas Island is the third record 
for the island. This species has been 
reported in mainland Australia several 
times, but the only documented record 
is a bird found in Kalgoorlie in January 
1967.

The Gull-billed Tern seen at Lake 
Walyungup is probably the same bird 
reported in WABN 129 in January at 
nearby Lake Cooloongup.

METROPOLITAN (UBD Street 
Directory)

Brush Bronzewing – 1, 07/02/09, 
Jarrahdale Road (Jarrahdale) – GO 
(rare in this area)

Spotted Nightjar – 1 road kill, 
08/04/09, Pipidinny Road (Eglinton) 
– GSt (rare in the metropolitan area; 
specimen sent to WA Museum)

Northern Giant-Petrel – 1, 03/04/09, 
Quinns Rock beach (Mindarie) – 
GSt (uncommon in the metropolitan 
area; photographs)

Spotless Crake – 3, 07/02/09, Bickley 
Swamp (Rottnest Island) – MV, FO 
(rare on Rottnest Island)

Gull-billed Tern – 1, 08/02/09, Lake 
Walyungup (Warnbro) – MN 
(uncommon in the metropolitan 
area)

Pacific Gull – 2, 08/02/09, West End 
(Rottnest Island) – LMa, LMc 
(uncommon on Rottnest Island)

WHITE-FRONTED HONEYEATER 
– 2 immatures, 17-20/02/09, 
Wireless Hill Park (Ardross) 
– CB, AG, ML (1st record for the 
metropolitan area; photographs)

SOUTH WEST (Shark Bay to 
Cape Arid)

BEACH STONE-CURLEW – 1, 
24/01/09 & 27/02/09, Thomas 
River mouth Cape Arid NP 
(Esperance) – DC (well south of 
normal range; photographs)

Franklin’s Gull – 1, 08-20/02/09, 
Vasse Wonnerup Estuary 
(Busselton) – PT, SA, DS, CG 

Javan Pond Heron, West Island, Cocos
Photo: John Barkla

Observations
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et al. (uncommon in Western 
Australia; photographs)

Grey Fantail – 1, subspecies albicauda, 
13/04/09, Mt Walker (Narembeen) 
– CMG (south-west of usual range)

ARID ZONE

Spotted Dove – 12, 03/02/09, Bulgara 
in Karratha (Roebourne) – SC (local 
population increasing)

KIMBERLEY

Franklin’s Gull – 1, 15/02/09 to 
12/04/09, sewage ponds (Broome) 
– GS, AB et al. (uncommon in 
Western Australia; photographs)

CHRISTMAS ISLAND

YELLOW BITTERN – 1 female, 
17/02/09, LB3 – LC, LP (4th 
record for Australia; 3rd record for 
Christmas Island; photographs)

COCOS ISLANDS

JAVAN POND HERON – 2, 17/02/09 
to 13/03/09, Bechat Besar swamp 
West Island – JB, RB et al. (1st 
record for Cocos Islands; 2nd record 
for Australia if accepted by BARC; 
photographs)

WATERCOCK – 1 female, 13/03/09, 
near Home Island ferry jetty West 
Island – MC (2nd record for Cocos 
Islands)

Dollarbird – 1, 10/03/09, Horsburgh 
Island – RB et al. (uncommon on 
Cocos Islands)

OBSERVERS

AB = Adrian Boyle
AG = Alan Galbraith
CB = Claire Bartron
CG = Carl Gosper
CMG = Cheryl & Martin Gole
DC = David Chadwick
DS = Dejan Stojanovic
FO = Frank O’Connor
GO = Graeme Osborne
GS = George Swann
GSt = Georgina Steytler
JB = John Barkla (Victoria)
LC = Linda Cash
LP = Lisa Preston
LMa = Lorraine Marshall
LMc = Libby McGill
MC = Mohammad Chongkin
ML = Maris Lauva
MN = Mark Newman
MV = Mary Vaughan
PT = Peter Taylor
RB = Richard Baxter (NSW)
SA = Sue Abbotts
SC = Stephen Clarke

BARC = Birds Australia Rarities 
Committee

Observations, ctd

CHAIR’S REPORT

The first four months of 2009 have been very busy, with 
the extensive range of excursions and the constant activity 
of the community education group. Excursion leaders and 
the community education group can always do with an 
extra hand to help them, so if you feel you can contribute 
please contact me or Sue Abbotts or Brice Wells.

The AGMs of BAWA and BAWA Inc. resulted in the 
election of two new members of the Executive Committee, 
Kim Onton and Max Howard, and one ‘new’ Secretary, Liz 
Walker. I welcome these members and look forward to their 
contribution to the Committee. I wish to thank retiring Vice 
Chair Darryl James and retiring ex-Chair Rob Davis for their 
considerable contributions to BAWA during their time on 
Executive and look forward to their continuing involvement 
in BAWA activities.

March and April were particularly busy times for those 
involved in making grant applications for research and 

conservation. An application for a major Caring for Our 
Country grant for Cockatoos took a great effort from many 
people but, particularly Allan Burbidge (Chair Carnaby’s 
PAG) and Michael Roache (WWF Project Manager). If this 
application is successful BAWA will employ four project 
officers and will be engaged in research, conservation and 
education in southern WA and Victoria. Applications were 
also made for funds to assist BAWA’s work with Western 
Ground Parrot and Hooded Plover. Brenda Newbey and 
John Blyth have been appointed as BAWA representatives 
on the South Coast Threatened Birds Recovery Team as 
part of BAWA’s increased commitment to saving that 
species. If these applications are successful BAWA will be 
able to make a significant contribution to the conservation 
of the Western Ground Parrot and the Hooded Plover.

Bruce Haynes

Birds Australia WA reports
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WHAT’S NEW WITH CARNABY’S BLACK-
COCKATOO?

The Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo Recovery Project has 
continued its work in the conservation of these magnificent 
birds. In addition to continuing on-ground recovery efforts to 
protect the habitat of these birds across their range, the project 
has been involved in a number of exciting new activities that 
hopefully will better inform us in our efforts to conserve the 
species.

Monitoring results

The 2008/09 nesting season has seen at least 45 chicks 
successfully fledge at the sites monitored by Birds Australia! 
Additionally, on the south coast, 20 chicks were found in 
hollows and a total of 131 trees were checked for nesting 
in that region. Once again, Koobabbie stole the show, with 
nearly 20 chicks fledging from that property alone. This year, 
BA staff visited chicks in their nests once weekly to monitor 
their survival over the breeding season. Interestingly there 
was a high survival of most chicks at the majority of sites; 
causes of mortality included predation (two chicks), illness 
(one chick), natural death of the younger sibling (at least 
10 chicks) plus several deaths from unknown causes. Five 
pairs of twins were raised to at least eight weeks of age in 
the Northern Agricultural Region; of these, three pairs both 
fledged successfully, and one pair saw the fledging of the elder 
chick and the death of the younger while still in the nest. Most 
interestingly, the elder of the remaining pair of twins fledged 
successfully and the younger chick stayed in the nest for an 
additional two weeks before it also fledged successfully.

Nest monitoring this past season was primarily focussed on 
established monitoring sites in the Northern Agricultural 
Region although in the South Coast and Avon regions, nests 
identified last year were revisited. As part of her ongoing PhD 
project on cockatoo genetics at Murdoch University, Nicole 
White, with the assistance of Department of Environment and 
Conservation staff, collected genetic samples from nestlings 
across an extensive geographic area, including several of the 
newly discovered south coast populations.

Aviary trial

Unfortunately, significant threats to Carnaby’s Black-
Cockatoo populations include injuries caused by vehicle 
strikes and shootings. The Perth Zoo veterinary department, 
working with DEC, contributes to conservation efforts to 
protect black- cockatoos by providing intensive veterinary 
treatment to injured and debilitated wild cockatoos. Those that 
are saved are then handed over to wildlife rehabilitators for 
further care before being released back into the wild where 
possible. The skills involved with caring for and treating the 
cockatoos have been well-honed over many years but there is 
still no information on the survival and movements of released 
rehabilitated cockatoos. Such information would contribute 
greatly to the rehabilitative process and would also provide 
critically-needed knowledge on the migration and movements 
of wild Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos. For wild cockatoos, 
there is no detailed information on movements in the wild. 

Although they are known to move over large areas in their 
annual migration, we don’t know the path they take or how 
far different populations move during migration. We also 
have limited knowledge about local movements of cockatoos 
and better understanding of their movement at this scale will 
be very valuable for conservation efforts. Past research on 
movements of wild black-cockatoos has focussed on using 
wing tags and tail painting, but there is a need for more 
precise and detailed information than is currently available. 
Tracking black-cockatoos using radio or satellite transmitters 
has never been done in WA and has been undertaken with 
only small groups of birds elsewhere in Australia. Challenges 
associated with tracking wild parrots include the risk of 
damage to the transmitters by the birds’ powerful beaks, injury 
to birds caused by snagging of the transmitter attachments 
and obtaining transmitters within the very light weight range 
required to lessen the impact on flight. To help learn how to 
track these birds, Perth Zoo veterinarian Anna Le Souëf, a PhD 
student studying black-cockatoo rehabilitation, is collaborating 
with BAWA in a study to trial different types of radio and 
satellite transmitter attachments on captive black-cockatoos. 
The trial is still underway and involves 15 Carnaby’s Black-
Cockatoos, along with seven Baudin’s Black-Cockatoos and 
six Forest Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos. The cockatoos appear 
to be very comfortable wearing their transmitters and the 
majority have not attempted to remove them. Some of the 
cockatoos have shown a curious interest in the strange object 
on their backs and have had a bit of a nibble. As you can 
imagine, a cockatoo ‘nibble’ can result in considerable damage 
to a small transmitter unit. For this reason, the next stage of 
the trial involves reattaching transmitters strengthened with 
layers of clear dental acrylic. The outcome of the study will 
be to provide recommendations on which types of transmitters 
and attachment systems are suitable for use on Carnaby’s and 
other black-cockatoo species. This information will be vital to 
future tracking studies and will help direct conservation efforts 
and the rehabilitation of wild black-cockatoos. The study has 
been made possible by two generous and much appreciated 
private donations to Birds Australia. A huge thanks must go to 
the dedicated team of volunteers who helped us enormously in 
making observations of cockatoo behaviour before and after 
the attachments of the transmitters. We are so grateful and 
hope you enjoyed the time spent watching the cockies! Thanks 
also to those volunteers who helped with the data entry. Also, 
the project would have been impossible without the generous 
help and support of the Black Cockatoo Rehabilitation Centre 
and DEC.

Canola research

Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo population declines are closely 
linked to habitat availability. In the face of an altered 
landscape, Carnaby’s have adapted to alternative, non-
native food sources and recently reports have surfaced of the 
species feeding on canola, a popular and lucrative seed crop. 
With funding from WWF-Australia and support from Birds 
Australia, a research project has been commenced by Chris 
Jackson, a University of Sydney Masters student. This study 
is aimed at assessing levels of Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo 

BAWA projects
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damage to canola crops and answering questions about the 
factors that may increase the chance of a crop being damaged.

Crops have been assessed for damage using two methods: 
a perimeter point survey, where damage was assessed at 
predetermined 100 metre intervals, and a quadrat survey, 
where damage was assessed using 110 random quadrats 
measuring 1 ha in area. Several bird species were found 
to feed on canola. We recorded and classified foraging 
behaviours of those species as they fed on the crop and these 
data were used to develop 
a damage scale, enabling 
the quick and accurate 
rating of crop damage in 
the field.

Fieldwork was carried 
out between October 
and November 2008. 
In total, 23 paddocks of 
canola were surveyed 
on 13 properties. The 
properties fell into three 
broad locality areas: 
Moora, Katanning and 
the southern wheat belt 
around Jerramungup and 
down to Gairdner.

Out of approximately 
1300 points surveyed, 
only 62 showed damage 
by cockatoos. No 
property experienced 
damage levels above 1% 
of total yield, with several properties experiencing no damage 
at all. This compares with over 250 recorded points for other 
parrot damage (primarily Galahs and Australian Ringnecks). 
It appears that Carnaby’s population levels and densities are 
insufficient to pose a risk to canola growers in the foreseeable 
future. Stochastic events such as bush fires could cause 
abnormal aggregations of the birds as they forage for food, 
resulting in a higher level of localised damage, but these are 
very unlikely scenarios.

In general, most landholders did not view the cockatoos as 
a problem (though their perception of Australian Ringnecks 
and Galahs was less positive!). After this study is complete, 
the Recovery Project will be able to use these baseline data to 
help landholders monitor trends in damage, enabling them to 
develop management plans if necessary.

For more information about the Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo 
Recovery Project, go to the Birds Australia website and 
navigate to the projects page. There you will find our project 
newsletter ‘Cocky Notes’ and information about why this 
species is threatened. If you wish to receive Cocky Notes 
when it is produced, please email the project officers.

Dejan Stojanovic

WE’D LIKE TO DO MORE

So what has the CEC (Community Education Committee) 
been doing this year? We have been busy bees. In our 
endeavour to visit country areas, January saw a trip to Walpole 
for bird walks in the Swarbrick Forest and talks for DEC. 
March saw a visit to Esperance for the Festival of the Wind, 
which included visits to four schools and a day for a bird 
seminar and display at the Festival. It was well worth the 
long drive to encourage our birding friends there to maintain 

contact and assure them 
of our cooperation in their 
contribution to BAWA. 
I especially liked the 
visit to the Grass Patch 
Primary School, a small 
school of only 40 pupils 
covering years 1 to 7. 
The children showed so 
much enthusiasm for 
nature and they had a 
passionate teacher who 
will set up a survey and 
buy binoculars, so the 
children continue and 
maintain their interest.  
The Esperance birding 
group, I am told, is also 
looking at setting up an 
education fund to help 
schools. What a great 
idea! They can be assured 
of our help as needed.

For the future we are organising a trip, in the spring to 
Bridgetown to fulfil a request for a bird seminar, Birding for 
Beginners, from our newly formed country group and also 
visit the schools in the area. There are also plans for a possible 
trip to the Margaret River area.

To date this year we have completed 12 bird presentations to 
various groups and nine more presentations and bird walks 
mainly to primary schools, three birds walks for groups/
schools and four days for bird seminars. Mary Vaughan 
exhibited a display at the Rockingham Environmental Centre, 
Ted and Stella Stewart-Wynne travelled to Shark Bay for bird 
walks and talks. Six days were spent at Garden Week in Perry 
Lakes, organised for the CEC by Jim Langford, our efficient 
new BAWA office assistant.  Help is being given to Genevieve 
Farrelly, from the Rottnest Island Authority, for a new 
Rottnest Island brochure. Assistance also has been given to 
Vicky Hartill, Environmental Officer for the City of Cockburn, 
for signage at Little Rush and Yangebup Lakes and the Feed a 
Bird? How absurd! education campaign.

All the above is completed by a dedicated team from CEC 
and includes hours of preparation. There have been several 
requests, such as the Northam Show and Men of the Trees 
Festival that we have had to turn down due to conflict of dates. 
This is why we say WE’D LIKE TO DO MORE but we don’t 
have the time. 

If any of the above appeals to you and you have spare time 
to contribute to CEC, we would love you to join us, whether 
it is to join the committee or help at shows, schools or 

Brice and Robina at Esperance Festival
Photo: Elsa Dabbs
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presentations. You do not need to be an 
expert, who is? We need members who 
are willing to give their enthusiasm and 
help to spread the word. If you are willing 
to help, please contact Brice Wells; 
Community Liaison Officer, 9255 3710, 
or email: oddcouple18@bigpond.com  
Rod Smith; Schools Liaison Officer, 9447 
3804, Email rodjoyce@bigpond.net.au or 
Elsa Dabbs; secretary CEC, 9454 3119, 
email:dabchic6@bigpond.net.au  . We 
would love to do more!

The days out are a great opportunity to 
meet people, to share our enthusiasm and 
knowledge of birds, to awaken the need 
to care for our Birds. Or just to enjoy 
birds in one’s own back yard and if we 
succeed in that, it has all been worth it. 
We won’t claim all the credit but BAWA 
membership is now over 1,000 and 
heading upwards.

Elsa Dabbs, Secretary, CEC Grass Patch Primary School, Esperance
Photo: Elsa Dabbs

BAWA projects, ctd
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Order: Galliformes
Gallus –Cock (L) hen or game bird.

Family Megapodiidae — Large feet (G)

Leipoa ocellata – Malleefowl. Leipoa (G) — egg leaver (G 
leipo –abandon; oon egg). All the megapodes leave their 
eggs in huge mounds of fermenting forest or bush material, 
to generate heat and incubate them. This done the eggs and 
offspring are left to their own accord. Ocellata (L), small eye 
hence spotted with the appearance of many small eyes on its 
body feathers.

The Malleefowl is a type of wild hen which inhabits mallee 
scrub, a common Australian environment.

Megapodius reinwardt — Orange-footed Scrubfowl. The 
generic name derives from the family while G. C. Reinwardt 
(1773 – 1854) was Director of the Royal Cabinet for Natural 
History in Amsterdam.

Family Numididae

Numidia was a name given in ancient times to that part of 
Africa bordered by the Mediterranean Sea and like the term 
Guinea relates to the African distribution of the various 
species of guineafowl.

Although not yet considered a resident, the following is 
included here as it can commonly be seen in the southwest of 
Western Australia.

Numida meleagris – Helmeted Guineafowl. The Meleagrids 
of Greek mythology were the daughters of Althaea and 
Oeneus, sisters of Meleager. When their brother Artemis 
died, they changed into guineafowl. Guineafowl are birds of 
the African continent hence the descriptive name, Equatorial 
Guinea and Guinea-Bissau. See also http://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Guineafowl.

Family Phasianidae 

Phasis was a part of Colchis in ancient Asia where pheasants 
were found.

Coturnix pectoralis — Stubble Quail. Most of the quails 
belong to the Coturnix genus; coturnix is simply the Greek 
word for quail. The Stubble Quail often lives in areas of 
stubbly grass. Has also been known as the Grey or Pectoral 
Quail. Pectoral, meaning chest or breast, refers to the inflation 
of this bird’s chest in breeding displays.

Quail is directly taken from the French word la quaille.

Coturnix ypsilophora — Brown Quail. The Greek letter 
upsilon,’ν’ relates to the dark upturned markings on the chest 
and phoros G for bearing cf phosphorus which means light 
bearing — the element in its yellow form, shines in the dark. 
The Brown Quail also has many alternative names which 
include Swamp, Silver, Tasmanian, Tasmanian Swamp, 
Sombre, Sordid and Greater Brown Quail, Swamp Partridge 
and Partridge. Most of these alternative names are self-
explanatory but no explanation can be ascertained for Sordid 

Quail, references to which are only found in humorous poetry 
and literature.

Excalfactoria chinensis — King Quail. Excalfactoria from 
(ex L) and provocation (calfactoria L). Quails are usually seen 
when they are flushed (provoked) by walkers. Chinensis L 
from China. Other names are Blue-breasted, Chestnut-bellied, 
Dwarf, Least, Chinese and Chinese Painted Quail. 

A group of quails is known as a bevy, covey or drift.

Phasianus colchicus — Common Pheasant. Colchia was in 
ancient times a name given to areas around the Black Sea of 
which the modern country Georgia is now the major part, 
hence colchicus — pertaining to Colchia. Other names are 
Ring-necked Pheasant and English Pheasant; not that they are 
English, but they have widely dispersed throughout the United 
Kingdom since their introduction. A group of pheasants is 
known as a head or nye.

Pavo cristatus — Indian Peafowl. The Latin name means 
crested peacock (m) or peahen (f). Peacocks have nothing 
whatsoever to do with peas, pea being a diminution of pavo. A 
group of peacocks is known as a muster or ostentation.

Iuvencus

The naming of birds
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SOMETHING MISSING FROM BIRD NOTES?

Have you noticed something missing from the last two 
issues of WABN? Crossword lovers will have missed their 
quarterly fix of a crossword devoted almost exclusively to 
birds and words pertaining to birds. Since March 1995 Pam 
Agar has been keeping us challenged with her clever use of 
ornithological terms. Some of us learned words that had not 
been in our vocabularies before. Many hours of thought must 
have been put into arranging those words so that they intersect 
in exactly the right place. Thank you, Pam, for giving us the 
chance to exercise our brains in our own sphere of interest. I 
for one will miss the crosswords.

Are there any avid birders and wordsmiths willing to take on 
the challenge and continue Pam’s good work?

Wendy Napier

DO OLD BIRDWATCHERS EVER GO 
AWAY?

In the last edition of WABN (129:4,15) it 
is stated that the Black Honeyeaters seen 
at Wireless Hill, Ardross, and Whiteman 
Park, Whiteman, are the first records of 
the species in the metropolitan area. I beg 
to disagree as I saw a pair of the birds in 
southern Wembley in 1951 or 1952.

I was only 12 or 13 years old but was 
familiar with the local birds and their calls 
and songs. And one morning while mixing 
wet-mash for my fowls I was alerted by 
loud and unfamiliar calls coming from the 
backyard of the house next door.

Looking over the dividing picket fence, I saw two birds 
hopping around in a fig tree only a few metres away. One of 
the birds was black and white and the other brown, and both 
had the slightly curved beaks typical of honeyeaters. I had an 
unimpeded view of them because, as best I can remember, the 
fig tree was largely or completely bare of leaves. Prolonged 
observation wasn’t possible because I didn’t wish to be late 
for school and I later couldn’t make a positive identification of 
them from either Leach’s or Cayley’s field guides.

But in February 1952, Eric Sedgwick observed an invasion 
of Black Honeyeaters into Wooroloo (Serventy and Whittell 
1976 : 407). Thus it would seem highly probably if not certain 
that the birds I saw were Black Honeyeaters.

The metropolitan area was considerably smaller then and 
bushland extended unbroken from Henderson Park, Salvado 
Road, west to the coast. Our home was three blocks east of the 
intersection of Marlow Street and Salvado Road.

Robert Stranger

LEUCISTIC CARNABY’S BLACK-COCKATOO 
AT BRIDGETOWN 

My husband and I live on a farm 8 km east of Bridgetown and 
around the farm house we have some Radiata Pine and Stone 
Pine trees. Over the six years we have lived here the pines 
have been regularly visited in autumn by flocks of Carnaby’s 
Black-Cockatoos who enjoy feasting on the pine seeds. The 
Stone Pines are sometimes opened and eaten in the trees, but 
they are usually opened by the birds on the ground, after they 
have cut them off with their powerful beaks. They sometimes 
leave them on the ground for a week or more before returning 
to open them.

In late March I was informed by friends who live by the 
Blackwood River that they had seen a white bird flying down 
the river on dusk with a flock of white-tailed black-cockatoos. 
The luecistic cockatoo was subsequently observed by a visitor 
to our farm on Monday 13 April, when a magpie attacked it, 
as the flock it was in flew towards our pines to feed. Perhaps 

the magpie thought that the cockatoo was 
a trespassing magpie due to its unusual 
coloration. The magpie and leucistic 
cockatoo almost hit the house as they 
tumbled in the air. I was quickly told of the 
peculiar looking white-headed cockatoo 
and took some photos of it.

The flock of Carnaby’s which has this 
unusual bird in it comprises about 30 
birds which includes some young, as I 
have heard and seen them being fed by the 
adults. From what I have observed, during 
the flock’s regular visits during April, the 
leucistic bird is simply treated as one of 
the “gang”, screeching, squawking and 
squabbling over pine nuts with the rest. 
Each evening they fly back down the gully 

towards the Blackwood River to roost for the night.

Deb Perry

HUTT LAGOON AND RIVER, SUMMER 2009

Again we had the pleasure of staying at Port Gregory for 
seven weeks. Previous reports can be found in Western 
Australian Bird Notes, 126, June 2008.

Weather wise, again it was a mixed bag which is typical for 
the Port Gregory area. The highlight for us this year was our 
first sighting of the Ruff, found in the recreation area drainage 
lake.

We had noticed on arrival the declining numbers of certain 
species, for example Tree Martins and White-plumed 
Honeyeaters. This was not surprising as the trees had been 
severely lopped or cut down.

Leucistic cockatoo
Photo: Deb Perry
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The threats for the area, as reported before, have not changed 
as we saw more foxes, feral cats and dune buggies. One 
morning there were 30 dune buggies racing up the beach and 
sand dunes around the Hutt River area.

As March arrives, the shorebirds slowly move on, possibly 
northwards, towards 80 Mile Beach, to get ready for the great 
flight to the Northern Hemisphere. Table 1 shows the sightings 
and numbers of what was seen at Port Gregory, Hutt Lagoon 
and River. The Hutt Lagoon and River are approx 8 km apart 
and are NOT connected. The grand total of shorebirds sighted 
was 2651.

Colin Heap
Ruff, early February 2009, Port Gregory

Photo: Colin Heap

Table 1: Results of the shorebird survey of the Port Gregory and Hutt River area, Northampton Shire, 2009.
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MIMICRY BY THE INLAND THORNBILL

Some contributions over the last few years have discussed 
mimicry or the lack thereof by the Inland Thornbill (Mees 
2005, 2008; Stranger 2009). As with many facets of animal 
behaviour, once you become aware of it, you find that it is not 
as unusual as originally thought.

As far back as 1953, when the species was known as the 
Brown Thornbill, a bird at Bolgart, north-east of Perth, was 
reported as “specializing in patchwork compositions derived 
from the repertoires of other birds, usually welding three short 
phrases from three different sources into one theme which may 
be repeated all day long, only to change it on the morrow” 
(Erickson 1953). Species mimicked included Willie Wagtail, 
Grey Fantail, certain phrases of Rufous Whistler, the opening 
notes of Pied Butcherbird and the ‘wee-loo’ of the Bush Stone-
curlew, the latter dwarfed in volume. More than 20 years later, 
when it was known as the Broad-tailed Thornbill, Serventy 
and Whittell (1976) said that “it is a pleasing songster and is 
an accomplished mimic”, but did not provide more detail.

I first recorded the species using mimicry while leading a 
course at Eyre Bird Observatory in 1996. In the course report 
I mentioned “an Inland Thornbill was actually observed 
imitating a Shining Bronze-Cuckoo, with the last note in the 
scale tapering off slightly” (Sandilands 1997). This has been 
observed on a number of occasions since then, and now, 
whenever I hear a Shining Bronze-Cuckoo, I make a point of 
seeing the bird before recording it.

The Inland Thornbill has also been recorded mimicking other 
cuckoos — Horsfield’s Bronze and Fan-tailed — as well as 
Southern Whiteface, Slaty-backed Thornbill and Yellow-
rumped Thornbill (Higgins & Peter 2002).

O’Connor (1999) noted it mimicking a Grey Honeyeater 
and more recently, imitating the Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 
(O’Connor 2005). The latter was the origin of the discussion 
by Mees and Stranger mentioned above. I am aware of the 
‘double whistle’ call mentioned by Mees (2005) and find it to 
be distinguishable from its mimicry of the Shining Bronze-
Cuckoo. This may be what Johnstone and Storr (2004, 84) 
refer to as “a loud ‘see see’ “. Like Serventy and Whittell, 
they mention that the species is “also an accomplished mimic” 
without providing any further information.
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Peter Sandilands

CAN THE INLAND THORNBILL MIMIC?

There has been some discussion in recent issues of WABN 
that questions whether the Inland Thornbill can mimic. G. 
Mees (WABN 128: 12) and R. Stranger (129: 16) after close 
observations failed to detect any mimicking. Despite this, 
HANZAB mentions that it is an “accomplished mimic”. 
Examples of Inland Thornbill mimicry can be heard on the 
BOCA CD’s. My experience has been very different to the 
above authors. Since living in the Great Southern, it’s the 
Inland Thornbill I have to be continually conscious of when 
identifying birds by their calls. There have been numerous 
occasions where I have found myself questioning the origin 
of a call, as in my experience the Inland Thornbill can mimic 
a wide variety of species. These calls are not always a perfect 
imitation.

I would like to share two experiences I have had. On each 
occasion I was doing sound recordings. Unfortunately I cannot 
provide a sound clip for the newsletter but can represent each 
call as a sonogram for comparisons. As can be seen from the 
sonograms, the imitations are imperfect but still provide a 
close resemblance to calls of the target species.

Example 1. Sues Bridge

On an early morning walk, an Inland Thornbill was found 
mimicking the dawn call and a single note call of a Rufous 
Treecreeper. Some of its own call was also included. (See Figs 
1 and 2 overleaf.)

Example 2. Warren NP, Pemberton

A White-breasted Robin was giving a series of single note 
calls, when an Inland Thornbill started the same call 30 m 
away but presented as a two note call. It continued for several 
minutes after the robin finished. (See Figs 3 and 4 overleaf.)

The Inland Thornbill’s wide vocabulary range is not being 
questioned but how the observer is interpreting these calls 
is. I feel they are attempting to imitate other bird calls, be it 
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imperfect (as seen in the sonograms). According to HANZAB, 
there have been no detailed studies of vocalisations of the 
Inland Thornbill.

David Secomb

Fig. 1: Inland Thornbill Imitating Rufous Treecreeper dawn call 
(descending trill) and single note piping call. Sues Bridge 
25-11-07.

Fig. 2: Rufous Treecreeper dawn call (descending trill) and 
single note piping call, Katanning 25-09-05.

Fig. 3: Inland Thornbill imitating White-breasted Robin.

Fig. 4: White-breasted Robin. Warren NP, Pemberton, 
28-12-08.
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ALBANY BIRD GROUP

Correction

In the last issue of WABN (No 130, p. 22) we find we 
made an error saying the resident Australian Hobby was 
at Lower King bridge; it was Lower Kalgan bridge, of 
course.

March 2009 outing

Hot weather was forecast, and it was certainly hot for 
Denmark. Fifteen of us spent a lovely morning exploring 
both Karri forest and the Denmark River area. Buff-
banded Rails were seen, and the usual bushbirds. We 
had good views of two adult and three juvenile Nankeen 
Night-Herons in the trees near the bridge. Total count for 
the day was 58.

Liz and Charlie Davies

LOWER SOUTH WEST BIRD GROUP

LOWER SOUTH WEST BIRD GROUP

A new country group

In November 2008, a meeting was held at the Lesser Hall in 
Bridgetown with the aim of forming a new group representing 
birdwatchers in the lower south west region of WA. Clive 
Napier addressed the meeting on behalf of BAWA and as a 
result there are now 30+ members ranging from Pemberton to 
Nannup, Donnybrook and Katanning. A program of Sunday 
excursions was developed for the first half of 2009 by Erica 
Shedley and Peter Taylor, while Gillian and Eric Wheatley 
agreed to host mid-week outings locally in the Bridgetown 
area.

February 2009 outing: Phillips’ Wetland, Wilgarup

This inaugural excursion was to a private “Land for Wildlife” 
property some 20 km south of Bridgetown. Twelve members 
attended and were rewarded with excellent views of four 
Spotless Crakes foraging in the open. Great Crested Grebes 
and Blue-billed Ducks were other highlights of a morning 
which yielded 51 species. Many thanks to Eric and Yvonne 
Phillips for allowing us to visit this wonderful site.

March 2009 outing: Big Brook Dam, Pemberton

The idyllic karri forest around Pemberton’s water supply 
proved relatively quiet with just 28 species being recorded 

by the six of us. Best views were of Red-winged Fairy-wrens 
and White-breasted Robins while both Spotted and Striated 
Pardalotes showed briefly.

April 2009 outing: Lake Towerinning, Moodiarrup

On a surprisingly warm morning, 11 members from as far 
afield as Manjimup, Donnybrook and Katanning, gathered at 
this large freshwater lake, a popular spot for water skiers. We 
began in the bush area around the car park where the flowering 
banksias attracted many honeyeaters, particularly Western 
Wattlebirds but also Singing, Brown and New Holland. Both 
Red-capped and Scarlet Robins were present and all three 
thornbills (Yellow-rumped, Western and Inland). After a look 
at the lake itself, where 22 species of waterbirds were seen, 
we drove around to the wildlife refuge area on the eastern 
side where we added Red-necked Avocet, Red-necked Stint 
and Chestnut Teal. Interestingly, only a single raptor was 
seen, a Wedge-tailed Eagle gliding high above. Despite the 
disturbance from the numerous powerboats, 61 species were 
recorded for the morning, including an impressive 500+ Blue-
billed Ducks.

Peter Taylor

Nankeen Night-Heron
Photo: John Dart

Country groups
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BIBRA LAKE, 14 December 2008

A total of 22 members set out at 7:30 am for the walk around 
the lake. We were glad to get going relatively early, as the 
forecast maximum temperature of 36 degrees was the highest 
for nearly eight months.

Along the southern section of the lake a good variety of birds 
were seen including a pair of Crested Pigeons, a Buff-banded 
Rail that obligingly gave most members very good views and 
a nesting pair of Rainbow Bee-eaters.

Three raptors were seen, and they were Brown Goshawk, 
Australian Hobby and Swamp Harrier. Owing to the 90% of 
long term average rainfall experienced in Perth this year, the 
water level was relatively high and although eight species of 
ducks were recorded, hardly any wading like birds were seen.

Disappointingly not one Sacred Kingfisher was seen and 
this confirms that this once common breeding migrant 
is in major decline in and around the coastal plain lakes. 
Other surprisingly ‘no shows’ included Australasian Grebe, 
Whistling Kite, Dusky Moorhen, Great Crested Grebe and 
White-faced Heron.

After about 10 am the bushbirds were much harder to find due 
to the hot weather, but when we arrived back at our start point 
at 11 am and conducted the bird call, a total of 56 species were 
recorded. A slightly disappointing total as previous walks 
had on occasions produced over 70 species. I was also lucky 
enough to glimpse a view of a Southern Bandicoot darting into 
cover near the north east section of the lake.

Without doubt the non-birding highlight was the discovery of 
a large fruiting mulberry bush near the end of the walk. Most 
of us could not resist the very tasty mulberries and we returned 
to the start point with red fingers and lips and memories of 
similar raids in our much younger days.

Wynton Maddeford

BLACKWALL REACH, BICTON, 4 January 2009

It was a great start to the day with 19 people turning up, all 
on time; also a great finish, with 39 species recorded and 
lots of highlights in between — the best roll up and the most 
sightings since we have been doing this excursion.

The usual challenges were put forward: the four cormorants 
and the Darter, the “Odd Couple” (Galah and corella), 
wading the sand-spit to see the Red-capped Plovers, and the 
expectation of seeing White-cheeked Honeyeaters, with all 
challenges being met.

There were plenty of Little Pied Cormorants, but it was tough 
fulfilling the rest; just in their ones, not like years ago. It was 
encouraging to see so many Red-capped Plovers; there were 
between 20 and 30 despite so many humans trekking the sand-
spit. As always it was a pleasure to catch up with the “Odd 

Couple”, hanging around their old breeding site where Maris 
got a great photo of the corella. During discussion, the popular 
conclusion was that the corella was probably an escapee 
from an aviary 30-40 years ago and, there being no corellas 
there at the time, it managed to mate with the Galah. It is still 
puzzling, the lack of pink on the breast.

As was seen last April, the three Australian Hobbies were of 
great interest, and one was feeding on a kill (which had white 
feathers?). But there was a sudden distraction — someone 
in the crowd called “Treecreeper!” That would be one of the 
last things to expect at Point Walter but, sure enough, in a 
big eucalypt was a Rufous Treecreeper hopping around as 
treecreepers do. Among a number of highlights, this was the 
best of the day.

We couldn’t help but notice some improvements to the area: 
there were no bees to be seen, very few Rainbow Lorikeets 
(just one small group) and the local friends group and/or the 
City of Melville, for the moment, are winning the fight against 
the vandals with wire netting fencing and the graffiti appears 
to be under control.

What more could you wish — beautiful weather, not being too 
late in the morning, under the shade of a great eucalypt, on the 
lawn at the water’s edge, looking across the Swan River into 
Mosman Bay, having a cup of tea, while doing the bird count 
and discussing the events of the morning.

Eric Pyatt

LAKE McLARTY, 1 February

Around 40 people turned up for the obligatory summer 
excursion to Lake McLarty. The water level was quite high, 
with very little exposed mud anywhere. This made wader 
watching more challenging than usual, as many of the waders 
were in flooded grass. A Long-toed Stint, several Marsh 
Sandpipers and a Curlew Sandpiper in partial breeding 

Lake McLarty excursion
Photo: Robyn Pickering

Excursion reports
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plumage were the most interesting waders seen. 
Other birds of interest seen included a Great 
Crested Grebe, a Stubble Quail, both Spotless 
and Australian Spotted Crakes and a Sulphur-
crested Cockatoo. Unfortunately, the Latham’s 
Snipe that had been present at the lake in the 
weeks before the excursion was not found, 
despite extensive searching.

After lunch, some of the group visited the 
western side of the lake, where a Regent Parrot 
perching in a tuart allowed good views through 
both binoculars and ‘scopes. Five Black-tailed 
Godwits were also located in the north-west 
corner of the lake. The final species tally for the 
day was 78, again showing why Lake McLarty 
is regarded as one of the best birding areas in the 
south-west. 

Alan Collins and John Graff

PEEL INLET CRUISE, MANDURAH, 8 February

Forty two people boarded the Dancing Dolphin early on a 
cold Sunday morning for the cruise on Peel Inlet and to count 
waders. The catamaran was ideal for the purpose.

It was low tide so we 
had ideal conditions to 
observe shorebirds as 
we headed out under the 
Mandurah Bridge and into 
the estuary. Those on the 
upper deck volunteered to 
count particular shorebird 
species which for Little 
Pied Cormorants (397) and 
Little Black Cormorants 
(235) was quite a task. 
We had scopes set up for 
more distant shorelines on 
the upper deck and on the 
stern.

There were 24 shorebird 
species counted including 
Bar-tailed Godwit, 
Whimbrel, Eastern Curlew, 
Common Greenshank, 
Common Sandpiper, 
Grey-tailed Tattler and 
Australian Pied Oystercatcher. When bushbirds were included, 
a total of 40 species were seen for the day.

After lunch on the foreshore at Coodanup Reserve, many of 
us went on to carry out the traditional wader count around the 
Peel Inlet shoreline.

A most enjoyable cruise and the easiest shorebird count any of 
us had ever done!

Sue Abbotts

GARDEN ISLAND, 14 February

A large number of people gathered for this Saturday outing.

Boyd Wykes led us to different areas, imparting his 
considerable knowledge and experience regarding the history, 

geology, ecology, current 
naval use and management 
of the island.

Captain Stirling camped 
on Garden Island while 
making preparations for the 
establishment of the Swan 
River Colony. This is a 
pleasant spot to camp now. 
(What isolation then!)

A colony of Little Penguins 
has formed in the rock 
walls of Stirling Harbour, 
and Fairy Terns nest on the 
beach of some of the bays. 
Naval operations in the 
area are postponed if the 
birds are nesting.

Brush Bronzewings and 
Golden Whistlers (neither 
currently found on the 

adjacent mainland) are 
amongst the resident bushbirds.

Rottnest Island Pine and Rottnest Tea-tree form a rare coastal 
forest.

We had lunch, accompanied by a snake collection, in a 
pleasant spot and the tally of birds was 43.

Thank you, Boyd.

Stella Stewart-Wynne
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Lake McLarty excursion
Photo: Ron Dibbens

Checking inlet mouth
Photo: Pam Agar
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LAKE JOONDALUP, 22 February

Eighteen members and two visitors: 62 species! Both well 
down on last year’s total (a record) of 76 species; and over 35 
members and visitors.

Why? The species count was probably down because of 
the good rains last year providing many alternate feeding 
wetlands.

Why fewer birdos? Possibly the chance of a very hot day, 
which did not eventuate.

Still great birding with the highlights being large numbers 
of Eastern Great Egrets and a wide variety of waterbirds. 
A special sighting was of a beautifully plumaged Nankeen 
Night-Heron standing on a post giving great views for 
everybody. An immature nearby was interesting for new 
birdos — showing the contrast between mature and immature.

Thanks to Sue Abbotts for taking over the reins of leadership 
and giving us a pleasant morning’s birding.

Tom Delaney

DENMARK CAMPOUT, 28 February – 2 March

This is the first time a campout has been held in Denmark. We 
were based at the Rivermouth Caravan Park, which is enclosed 
by forest, Wilson Inlet and the Denmark River. Adjacent to 
the caravan park were Southern Emu-wrens, Nankeen Night-
Herons, a Buff-banded Rail family and a Crested Shrike-tit 
family, although it was a bit 
of a lottery as to whether the 
latter were seen. So, whilst 
the setting proved to be ideal, 
unfortunately the weather was 
not!

Saturday gave us an enjoyable 
morning spent on the local 
walk trails, including parts 
of the golf course and our 
extensive bird list reflected 
the diversity of habitats. 
The rest of the weekend was 
spent birding while battling 
the elements. Fleshy-footed 
Shearwaters and Australasian 
Gannets were observed from a 
nearby coastal lookout.

On Sunday we met Brad 
Kneebone at Morley Beach on 
Wilson Inlet, to help with the monthly shorebird count, but 
numbers were well down from normal.

Ray Garstone led us to a wetland that had several species 
of waterbirds including Yellow-billed Spoonbills and Musk 
Ducks. From there we moved on to Young’s Lake and 
Nanamup Inlet and Hay River where the highlight was views 
of emu-wrens.

On Monday morning, after a quick look at a couple of Hooded 
Plovers, the howling wind and horizontal rain brought the 

excursion at Lights Beach to an abrupt end. The eight intrepid 
birdos retreated to the lounge room of local wildlife carers, 
Tina and Bob Smith. Here they joined the rest of our group 
listening to stories and viewing slides depicting the care 
regime of the baby Honey Possums and Pygmy Possums that, 
along with baby birds, had been raised and released.

Between the wind, rain, thunder and lightning the 33 members 
who attended managed to see 102 birds.

Many thanks go to Tina Smith. Her help from beginning to 
end was greatly appreciated. 
Thanks also go to Sue Abbotts 
for her help in organising this 
excursion, to Brad Kneebone, 
Ray Garstone and to Les 
Hogben for his planning and 
leadership over the weekend.

Sandra Hogben

BIBRA LAKE, 15 March

Twenty-nine people met at 
Bibra Lake. With a forecast of 
39°C we only walked from the 
car park, around the north end 

of the lake to the bird hide and back.

By morning tea we had seen 60 species including five raptors: 
Black-shouldered Kite, Whistling Kite, Swamp Harrier, 
Collared Sparrowhawk and Little Eagle. After morning tea 
a few of us drove around to the spot where the Chestnut-
Breasted Mannikins are often seen and were rewarded with 
long and close views of two mannikins. A Spotless Crake 
made a brief appearance taking the tally to 62 species.

Robyn Pickering

Seeking shelter, Light’s Beach
Photo: Pam Agar

Nankeen Night-Heron, Denmark
Photo: Pam Agar
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ALFRED COVE, 21 March

Twenty people met at Alfred Cove in relatively cloudy, but 
fine, weather. The morning started promisingly, as everyone 
had good views of the resident Eastern Ospreys and a Great 
Crested Grebe was seen in the cove. A Pacific Golden Plover 
was also found in the salt marsh vegetation and a Bar-tailed 
Godwit offered close views. Unfortunately, overall bird 
diversity was quite low. The only 
other waders seen were Grey Plovers, 
Pied Oystercatchers and a lone Black-
winged Stilt whilst several other birds 
often seen in the area, such as the Fairy 
Tern, were not found. Nonetheless, the 
final species count was 47.

Several people subsequently went 
on to visit Wireless Hill Park, where 
we had another pleasant walk under 
the guidance of Alan Galbraith 
and a number of Tawny-crowned 
Honeyeaters were seen.

John Graff

CANNING RIVER REGIONAL PARK, 29 March

A small group of 18 walked the usual Kent Street Weir – 
Greenfield Street Bridge Loop. Birds were generally quiet and 
not numerous but the total species count eventually reached 
58.

Eight duck species were seen. Darters were still breeding, and 
possibly Australasian Grebes, but perhaps the most interesting 
were the four species of raptor, with excellent views of 
Little Eagle, an Eastern Osprey fishing and both Collared 
Sparrowhawk and Brown Goshawk.

No crakes, rails or Mistletoebirds were seen but a surprise 
towards the end of the morning was three Sacred Kingfishers 
at Wilson Lagoon.

George and Pam Agar

KIRKALOCKA STATION CAMPOUT, 9 –13 April

The Easter campout was held at Kirkalocka, a working station 
in the hot and dry rangelands just off the Great Northern 
Highway, some 85 km north of Paynes Find. The 45 members 
attending were mostly from Perth though others had made the 
trek from as far as Pemberton and Bridgetown.

For the early arrivals, we began the weekend on Friday 
morning with a drive out past a couple of wells to some 
breakaway country where we had good views of Little 
Woodswallows. En route we stopped to watch a small flock 
of Bourke’s Parrots feeding on the ground and a party of 
Grey-crowned Babblers intent on keeping their distance. Four 
species of thornbill were seen including Slaty-backed and 
Chestnut-rumped, challenging the ID skills of the best of us.

The following day we visited areas to the north-east and south 
of the homestead. New species were hard to come by but 

excellent views were had by some of an obliging Bush Stone-
curlew and a Spotted Harrier was observed in the distance.

There was still some water in the creek and both Black-fronted 
and Red-kneed Dotterels were seen along with a single Pink-
eared Duck and an Australasian Grebe. Flowering mistletoe 
was an attraction for a number of honeyeaters including 
White-fronted and Spiny-cheeked as well as Mistletoebirds. 

Around the homestead Mulga Parrots, 
Cockatiels and Western Bowerbirds 
(including a bower) were highlights.

On the Sunday evening we finished 
with a sundowner at a local lookout 
where Sue was fortunate enough to 
see a Chestnut-breasted Quail-thrush 
scurrying away just as we arrived. Our 
final tally was a hard-earned 63 species 
with the coveted bottle of wine going 
to Les Hogben.

Many thanks to Sue Abbotts and Carol 
Lacroix (attending only her third 
campout) for their meticulous planning 
and groundwork in unfamiliar and 
sometimes hazardous terrain. Thanks 
must also go to our hosts, Ann and 

Geoff Pilkington for making us feel so welcome at Kirkalocka 
and providing the excellent barbecue and dining facilities that 
made for very pleasant and sociable evenings!

Peter Taylor

ASCOT WATERS, 16 April

Eleven members plus two visitors from UK enjoyed a very 
pleasant walk around this delightful venue.

Forty seven species were seen including good views of 
Eastern Osprey and Australian Hobby and all were fascinated 
to watch a pair of Eurasian Coots feeding their six tiny red-
headed chicks.

Whilst we were enjoying morning tea a Buff-banded Rail 
walked close by to finish the trip on a high note.

Maureen Cawley

ELLIS BROOK VALLEY, 19 April

A large group of 32 found early conditions pleasant but it was 
very warm later and the whole area was very dry.

The walk to Old Barrington Quarry is through mature 
Wandoo. Little was flowering, except large clumps of 
mistletoe. After morning tea at Honeyeater Hollow we walked 
the lower trail, which includes heathland but on this occasion 
proved very disappointing. The short walk across to the ‘dam’ 
near Hillside Farm added several more species, bringing the 
total to 39.

Red-capped Parrots were common and everyone had good 
views of Mistletoebird. Most people were also lucky enough 
to see White-naped Honeyeaters and Elegant Parrots.

Pam Agar

Banded Lapwing, Kirkalocka Station
Photo: David Free
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BROOME BIRD OBSERVATORY

EYRE BIRD OBSERVATORY

BBO was closed for much of January 
and February while we enjoyed 
some “relaxing” time away, birding 
around south-west Western Australia 
and then in Latin America. The first 
observatory activity of the year was 
a small shorebird expedition in late 
February. Two researchers from Massey 

University in New Zealand worked with the local shorebird 
catching team as part of studies of the visual, structural 
and chemical properties of the reddish breeding plumages 
of Bar-tailed Godwits, and Great and Red Knots, and of 
factors predisposing the development of capture myopathy 
(“cramp”) in waders.

We officially reopened on 1 March. March and April are 
wonderful months around Broome, at least for those of us 
comfortable in warm, sticky weather. The vegetation is lush 
and verdant, many local species are vigorously breeding, 
the male Yellow Chats are a remarkably vibrant shade of, 
well, yellow, and the spectacular northward migration of 
tens of thousands of shorebirds is underway! This season 
the migration was especially impressive both in terms of 
numbers and diversity, peaking in a three-day period in early 
April that will live long in the memory of those of us who 
witnessed it. Between 4 and 6 April, for a couple of hours 
each evening between four and five thousand shorebirds 
of up to 13 species departed in spectacular flocks over the 
beach in front of the observatory, in what Dr Clive Minton 
suggested was the greatest three day concentration of 
shorebird migration ever witnessed at Roebuck Bay. The 
largest single Bar-tailed Godwit flock seen departed on the 
5th, a remarkable 1800 birds, which even had at least 15 
Asian Dowitchers scattered through it for good measure!

The migration all but overshadowed an excellent period for 
rarities. Most notable was the second Eurasian Curlew for 
Australia, found by George Swann on Roebuck Plains on 
13 April. Photographs taken that day show a moult pattern 
that conclusively indicates the bird was a second calendar 
year individual, and therefore not the same bird as at Eighty 
Mile Beach in 2007-2008. The curlew was well-watched on 
the Plains again the next day, and was last seen briefly in 
Roebuck Bay on 16 April. An adult Franklin’s Gull appeared 
for the third austral summer in a row, but we suspect it 
may not have been the same individual each year. Although 
“Frankie” spent much of its time at Broome Sewage Works, 
it was also known to feed out on Roebuck Plains near the 
observatory, and was even seen flying past the observatory 
beach twice during the evening shorebird migration watch 
for good measure. Frankie remained until 16 April. The first 
of several edible-nest swiftlets (unidentified, and perhaps 
unidentifiable, to species) was seen on 24 January, and 
one or two were present very erratically at Broome Sewage 
Works until 1 April.

By the time of publication, we will have departed BBO, 
having chosen to travel and birdwatch elsewhere after a 
successful year. We are grateful to the many visitors and 
volunteers who made our year so enjoyable, and to Birds 
Australia for the opportunity to spend time at BBO. We 
look forward to seeing some of our new friends again as 
we birdwatch our way around Australia on and off over the 
next year or two. We wish all the best to Nik Ward from 
the UK, who takes over from us on 1 May.

Jon and Anne King

Since our last issue we have had a change 
of caretakers at the observatory. Ian 
and Alison have settled in quickly and 
things are running smoothly. We thank 
Beverley and John for the tremendous 
effort and time that they gave to the 
observatory and wish them well for their 
new challenge at Three Hummock Island. 

We’ll give them a few weeks to settle in, find their contact 
details, and then we can all visit them.

This last quarter has seen a new bird added to our list. 
Seven Glossy Ibis were recorded over the observatory. (See 
report) There have also been numerous sightings of White-
winged Fairy-wrens, not often recorded in our area. A 
booklet ”Birds of Eyre - An Annotated List” is available from 
BAWA office for $10 giving details of all sightings at the 
observatory from 1978.

A report on the five stranded whales found in January 
has been received from the museum and included here. 

The observatory is involved with many different forms of 
research. We survey nine monthly Atlas sites as well as 
four Kanidal Beach counts for the Shorebird data base. 
Currently, we are awaiting a report on some drift seeds 
collected along Kanidal Beach earlier this year.

“There are always on-going field studies.
Come to Eyre and get involved”

Or join a course
Our application for a Dune restoration grant was successful 
and we are able to offer free accommodation for interested 
people willing to participate in dune restoration courses (see 
below).

Our Friends of Eyre support group has now reached 300 
members. We thank them for their ongoing support and 
their donations which provide the extras for our volunteer 
caretakers. If you would like to become a “Friend” contact 
the observatory for information.

Alma de Rebeira, Chair, Eyre Management Committee

Observatory reports
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Volunteer caretakers’ report

Autumn has seen significant changes in the bird population 
at Eyre. The big flocks of Rainbow Bee-eaters that have 
been present throughout the summer have disappeared, 
presumably seeking warmer climes after breeding in the 
sand dunes. Less expected perhaps was the decline in 
sightings of Australian Pied Oystercatchers, which were 
common along the beaches in January and February and 
almost absent in March and April. We note that a similar 
decline occurred last year in March, and wonder if this is a 
seasonal trend or just chance. The Sooty Oystercatchers, 
on the other hand, have maintained their presence, with 32 
recorded at Twilight Cove during our last visit. The Red-
capped Plovers have enjoyed a successful breeding season; 
the runners are approaching maturity and the numbers are 
very healthy. Caspian Terns have been seen regularly along 
with Pacific and Silver Gulls, and a flock of about fifty Red-
necked Stints worked the seaweed banks and the water’s 
edge for several days on Kanidal Beach in March.

Away from the beach, the Major Mitchell’s Cockatoos 
and Brush Bronzewings have continued to delight our 
visitors on most days. The Major Mitchell’s wheel in to the 
birdbaths in groups of up to thirty with all the confidence 
of the veterans that they are, while the bronzewings 
approach cautiously and then stooge around the “bar” for 
large periods of time. The colours of both birds in the late 
evening light are breath-taking. The honeyeaters are also 
doing well. The New Holland and Singing Honeyeaters 
dominate the count, but Brown-headed, Brown, and 
White-eared Honeyeaters also appear regularly around the 
Observatory. On the blue bush plains, Yellow-throated 
Miners dominate.

We were delighted to discover White-winged Fairy-wrens 
on the blue bush plains in two different locations. The 
observatory records list these as rare in this area; there 
have been no other recent sightings. This suggests that 
this charming and elusive little bird might be enjoying the 
current seasonal conditions. Also encouraging are the 
sightings of the Dusky Woodswallow above the scarp, as 
these birds are usually reported from the limestone flats 
near the observatory.

In mid-April, we saw a flight of seven Glossy Ibis circle 
to gain height behind the sand dunes, then disappear in 
a westerly direction along the coast. This event occurred 

just after significant rainfall in which the country to our 
north received between 10 and 15 mm of rain. Australian 
White and Straw-necked Ibis have been reported on rare 
occasions in this location before, but this appears to be the 
first report of Glossy Ibis here.

The melaleucas have had a good flowering during autumn, 
and, as the mallee species are producing large amounts of 
bud, we look forward to a productive winter season for 
birding.

Alison and Ian Muirhead

Rare beaked whales strand at Eyre

Early in January this year five beaked whales came 
ashore at Kanidal beach, about 10 km west of Eyre Bird 
Observatory. They were reported by Voluntary Caretakers 
John and Beverley O’Brien, and examined by them on 16 
January. The animals were spread over one km, partly 
covered in sand, and were estimated to have been on the 
beach for about a week.

Observatory reports, ctd

Taking tissue sample from Beaked Whale
Photo: Bev and John O’Brien

Beaked Whale on Kanidal Beach
Photo: Bev and John O’Brien

Beaked Whale tooth
Photo: Bev and John O’Brien
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From tissue samples collected at the time, and a tooth 
recovered from one animal later, the animals have been 
identified as Strap-toothed Beaked Whales, Mesoplodon 
layardii. The Kanidal beach animals may have belonged to a 
small family group, although no adult male was recorded.

Beaked whales, belonging to the cetacean family Ziphiidae, 
are known mainly from stranded specimens. They are 
difficult to identify, particularly at sea; indeed several 
species have never been identified alive in the wild. One, 
Indopacetus pacificus, has a type specimen recorded from 
Townsville, Qld, and until recently was known only from 
two skulls.

A typical beaked whale is around 4-6 metres long, has a 
spindle-shaped body, a small dorsal fin rather far back, 
no notch in the tail (unlike most other cetaceans), small 
flippers that fit into grooves in the body and a pair of v-
shaped throat grooves. As the name indicates, they have 
a pronounced beak (rostrum) and in all species but one the 
teeth are reduced to a single pair, usually in the middle of 
the jaw, and usually only erupted in the males. The teeth 
seem to be used in fighting — extensive scarring is found 
only on the body of adult males. Strap-toothed beaked 
whales are named from the weirdly strap-like teeth which in 
older males can extend up over the upper jaw.

Although uncommon, Strap-toothed Beaked Whales are the 
most frequently stranded beaked whale in Australia, and the 
second most frequently recorded Mesoplodon species in the 
WA Museum collection (the commonest is Gray’s beaked 
whale, Mesoplodon grayi). Most strandings, like this one, 
have occurred in mid-late summer. Little is known of their 
biology, but Strap-toothed Beaked Whales normally occur 
outside the continental shelf, mainly in temperate southern 
hemisphere waters, feeding on deep-sea squid. As in the 
case of other beaked whales concern has been expressed 
over the effect on them of loud sounds associated with 
seismic activities. Any specimens found on the beach 
should be reported immediately to the nearest Department 
of Environment and Conservation office (08 9334 0333) or 
the WA Museum (08 9212 3700).

ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS COURSES COMING UP

BUSY BEE    Half price!

21 June – 27 June 2009   Facilitated by Caretakers

Where on the Nullarbor can you stay and be fed for 
just $45 per day? A busy bee is organised to assist the 
caretakers with maintenance and other small jobs around 
the observatory. We charge $45 per day for food and 
accommodation for 4 hrs work each day. The rest of the 
time is yours to enjoy. You may wish to stay for the full 
duration OR just a few days. This is possible if caretakers 
are informed.

Work to be carried out will include a beach clean-up, 
collection of seaweed and seeds for dune restoration work, 
as well as gathering firewood for the cooler times. General 
cleaning of gutters and verandas and maybe even a little 
cooking if that is what you enjoy. Revisit Eyre, make a 
contribution and have a holiday all at the same time. Busy 
bees are popular so book in early with the caretakers and 
avoid disappointment. Limited to 8 participants.

DUNE RESTORATION    Special price   FREE!!!!

16th Aug – 22nd Aug ’09   Facilitated by George & Pam 
Agar

An application for a grant from Coast Care has been 
successful and Eyre will run two Dune Restoration 
Workshops. They will run in August and November 2009. 
The maximum number of participants will be 6 for each 
session. The grant will cover accommodation and meals for 
those participants willing to work four hours a day. There 
will also be a small fuel subsidy per vehicle.

This special offer is for people who love the outdoors and 
the environment. The tasks will include seed collection (for 
future planting) and seaweed (for spreading on the dunes). 
Hurry, we can only take 6 on each session. Ring the 
Caretakers to secure your place. Get involved.

Second course 15th Nov – 21st Nov ‘09

FIELD TECHNIQUES IN BIRD STUDIES

29th November – 5th December 2009   Facilitated by 
Stephen Davies

One of our longest running courses and always well 
attended. On this course you learn a variety of methods 
to study birds and be introduced to a range of census 
techniques. You will also be assisted with bird identification 
skills, encouraged to participate in bird banding and take 
part in on-going recording procedures at the observatory. 
Course limited to 8 participants.

STOP PRESS — BAWA has just been 
notified of the receipt of a grant from 
LotteryWest  to repair the heritage 
underground water tank at Eyre. This 
will be of significant assistance to 
BAWA and the Eyre Bird Observatory in maintaining the 
important historical structures at Eyre.

Glossy Ibis
Photo: Ian and Alison Muirhead
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Important note re campouts
Members anticipating attending campouts must notify the BAWA Office (9383 7749) of the number in their party and when they will 

arrive. If you are unsure, put your name down as you can always cancel.
An emergency contact number should also be provided in case of accident.

New members
Please let the leaders know that you are a new member and don’t hesitate to ask for assistance with bird sightings.

Saturday 6 June: Lake Coogee, 
Munster 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am in Fawcett Road, 
100 m from Mayor Road. Nearly 100 
species of birds have been seen on 
and around the lake, including nine 
raptors. It is a large lake and has a 
path right around it so some people 
may wish to do the full circuit.

We may go on to another site after 
morning tea.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Paul Marty

Sunday 14 June: Bold Park, 
Cambridge 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am at the Camel Lake 
car park, which is at the southern 
end of Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat, 
for a walk in Bold Park. This is a 
pleasant and interesting walk close 
to Birds Australia’s back door.

For members and the general public.

Leaders: George and Pam Agar

Thursday 18 June: Tomato Lake, 
Kewdale 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am near the small 
tearooms at Tomato Lake off Oats 
Street, Kewdale. Travelling south 
along Orrong Road turn left into 
Oats Street and about 800 m on the 
right there is a driveway into the 
parking area. Bring morning tea.

For members and the general public.

Leaders: Barry and Molly Angus

Saturday 20 June: Flynn Road, 
Mundaring 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 9:00 am at the corner of 
Flynn Road and Great Eastern 
Highway, about 10 km past Sawyers 
Valley or 1 km on the Perth side of 
The Lakes (the York turnoff). We 
will look at several areas of Wandoo 
woodland where three species of 
robin are often seen, and perhaps a 
Crested Shrike-tit.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Charles Merriam

Saturday 20 and Sunday 21 June: 
Albany pelagic trips

Meet at Emu Point Boat Harbour, 
Albany at 6:45 am for a 7:00 am 
departure. We will travel off-shore 
to the edge of the shelf looking 
for seabirds: albatross, petrels and 
shearwaters and return at around 
4:00 pm.

There is a limit of 18 people for the 
boat and if we get enough people 
we will run trips on both days. The 
cost will depend on the number of 
people: $140 if there are 18 people 
and $165 if there are 15 people. Bring 
your binoculars, camera and lunch.

Book by contacting Alan Collins on 
alaninoz@iinet.net.au or 9291 4219.

Please indicate which day (Saturday 
or Sunday) you would prefer or if 
you want to go on both trips.

Leader: Alan Collins

Monday 22 June: Bold Park Eco 
Centre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat 
Meeting, 7:30 pm

Blair Parsons, of the Australian 
Wildlife Conservancy, will give 

a presentation, with a DVD film, 
on the work of the Malleefowl 
Preservation Group.
NB: Note change of speaker from the 
March issue of WABN.

Sunday 28 June: Harrisdale 
Reserve (Jandakot Regional Park), 
Forrestdale 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am opposite Carey 
Baptist College on Wright Road, 
Forrestdale.

This reserve is fenced but has a 
swing gate at this location. There 
are good tracks throughout with 
varied vegetation including wetland 
areas which may have some water 
in them if we get early winter rain. 
Many bushbirds have been seen 
including Scarlet Robin, Splendid 
Fairy-wren, Western Spinebill, 
White-browed Scrub-wren, Grey 
Shrike-thrush, Horsfield’s Bronze-
Cuckoo, Red-capped Parrot and 
Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo, to name 
just a few. Wetland species are also a 
possibility.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Debbie Walker

Sunday 5 July: Pinnaroo Valley 
Memorial Park, Padbury 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am in the Memorial 
Park car park. Pinnaroo is an 
extensive bushland area very close 
to the Mitchell Freeway in Padbury. 
Turn south off Whitfords Avenue 
at the “cemetery” sign, go ahead 
through the roundabout then turn 
right immediately into the car park. 
This is an interesting park where 
gardens and lawns are flanked by 
natural woodland of Tuarts and 

Coming events
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banksias. About 80 bird species have 
been identified in the area, including 
Splendid Fairy-wren, Scarlet Robin 
and Varied Sittella.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Sue Abbotts

Saturday 11 July: Piesse Brook, 
Kalamunda 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am at the junction of 
Hummerston Road and Schipp Road 
at the southern end of Kalamunda 
National Park. Take Mundaring Weir 
Road from Kalamunda, and turn left 
into Hummerston Road. We should 
see Golden Whistlers and other 
bushbirds.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Stella Stewart-Wynne

Saturday 18 July: St Ronan’s Nature 
Reserve, York 
Full-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am at the entrance to St 
Ronans Nature Reserve. Travel along 
Great Eastern Highway to The Lakes 
turnoff to York. Travel about 28 km 
along the Great Southern Highway 
to Wambyn Road on the left. Just 
before the Wambyn Road turnoff 
there is a sign that says “13 Mile 
Brook”.

Bring morning tea and lunch as we 
will walk right around the reserve to 
visit all habitats. There should be a 
good variety of bushbirds.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Robyn Pickering

Thursday 23 July: Denis De Young 
Reserve, Banjup 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 9:30 am on Gibbs Road 
about 200 m east of Boronia Road. 
From Armadale Road turn south 
into Liddelow Road and travel 
about 2.5 km before turning left 
into Gibbs Road. Continue about 
200 m past Boronia Road to 
where the power line crosses over 
Gibbs Road. We will meet here 
in the north east corner of Denis 
De Young Reserve. We should 
see Elegant Parrot, Western 

Wattlebird, Dusky Woodswallow 
and a variety of bushbirds.

For members and the general public.
Leader: Robyn Pickering

Sunday 26 July: Whiteman Park, 
Swan 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am at the 
administration building (main car 
park) of Whiteman Park. Look for 
the BAWA signs. We will walk the 
Bennett Brook trail of the Park. This 
pleasant walk should provide the 
opportunity to see a wide range 
of bird species. Western Spinebill, 
Western Thornbill, White-naped 
Honeyeater, Red-capped and Scarlet 
Robins and Golden Whistler have all 
been sighted here.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Paul Marty 

Monday 27 July: Bold Park Eco 
Centre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat 
Meeting, 7:30 pm

Malcolm Plant, of the Australian 
Customs Service, will give 
an illustrated talk about his 
department’s work in combating the 
trade in smuggled wild birds.

Sunday 2 August: Hillarys Pelagic

This is your chance to see albatross 
and petrels close up. Bring your 
camera and lunch. The Blue Juice 
Charters boat leaves at 7:00 am and 
we return at about 3:30 pm. We will 
head nearly 60 km offshore to the 
trench west of Rottnest to look for 
seabirds and cetaceans. There will be 

a limit of 27 people. The cost will be 
approximately $90.

Book by contacting Alan Collins on 
9291 4219 or alaninoz@iinet.net.au.

Leaders: Alan Collins and Frank 
O’Connor

Sunday 2 August: Christmas Tree 
Well, Brookton 
Full-day excursion

Meet at 9:00 am at the Christmas 
Tree Well car park on the left hand 
side of Brookton Highway, heading 
east. The turn-off is sign-posted and 
about 0.5 km short of the Yarra Road 
turn-off. The area is about 45 km 
east from the junction of Brookton 
Highway and Albany Highway in 
Kelmscott. Good bushbirding in 
Wandoo woodland.

For members and guests only.

Leaders: Pam and George Agar

Saturday 8 August: North Mole, 
Fremantle, and Woodman Point 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am at the end of North 
Mole, near the lighthouse. We will 
look for seabirds here, and may go 
on to Woodman Point. Bring your 
telescope if you have one.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Michael Craig

Saturday 15 August: Pipidinny 
Road, Eglinton 
Full-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am on the corner of 
Wanneroo Road and Pipidinny 
Road, about an hour’s drive from 
Perth. Be prepared to pay a small fee 

to enter the picnic area for lunch. 
We will look at four habitats 
during the day: coastal dunes for 
Variegated Fairy-wren, White-
browed Scrub-wren, etc; the 
heath for Tawny-crowned and 
White-cheeked Honeyeater; the 
swamp for waterfowl; and lastly, 
a part of the Yanchep National 
Park which few people visit.

For members and the general 
public.

Leader: Brice Wells

Coming events, ctd

Bourke’s Parrot, Kirkalocka Station
Photo: David Free
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Thursday 20 August: Alan 
Anderson Park, Darling Range, 
Walliston  
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am at the car park 
near Alan Anderson Park between 
Lawnbrook and Pomeroy Roads, 
Walliston. It is easily accessed 
from Welshpool Road. This is 
a two-hour walk on fairly level 
terrain, covering 34 ha. Sixty-four 
species of birds have been counted 
here.

For members and the general 
public.

Leader: Michael Hancock

Saturday 22 August: Paruna 
Sanctuary 
Full-day excursion including BBQ

Meet at 8:30 am in the car park at 
the end of Avon Road. Travelling 
on the Toodyay Road, turn north 
into O’Brien Road, which becomes 
Clenton Road after 15.3 km, and 
after a further 2 km turn north onto 
Avon Road. This road is gravelled 
but quite suitable for any vehicle, 
and less than 1 km in length. Allow 
20 minutes from the Toodyay/
O’Brien Roads turnoff.

Paruna Sanctuary is owned by the 
Australian Wildlife Conservancy 
(AWC) and we will be carrying 
out surveys of three sites. AWC 
members will be joining us and they 
will provide a BBQ lunch for those 
attending.
For members and guests only.

Leaders: Sue Abbotts, John Graff and 
Paul Marty

Monday 24 August: Bold Park Eco 
Centre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat 
Meeting, 7:30 pm

Allan Burbidge, of DEC, will outline 
the reasons for the current status 
of the Western Ground Parrot, and 
describe the recovery actions being 
attempted.

Sunday 30 August: Summer Track, 
North Bannister 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8.30 am on the corner of 
Summer Track and Albany Highway. 

Summer Track (not signposted) is 
about 59 km southeast of Armadale 
on the Albany Highway and 
approximately 3 km short of the 
North Bannister Roadhouse. It is 
on the right and immediately south 
of the Serpentine River crossing 
(signposted).

We will explore Wandoo woodlands 
near the Serpentine River looking for 
White-eared Honeyeater and other 
bushbirds. After morning tea we 
will stop on Wearne Road to look for 
bushbirds in Jarrah woodland.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Robyn Pickering

Saturday 5 September: Lake 
Gwelup, Stirling 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am in the car park at 
the corner of Stoneman Street and 
Huntriss Road, north of Karrinyup 
Road. We should see waterbirds and 
bushbirds, and raptors are often seen 
here. The lake dries up in summer, 
but it should be interesting after 
some winter rain.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Sue Abbotts

Sunday 6 September: Hillarys 
Pelagic

This is your chance to see albatross 
and petrels close up. Bring your 
camera and lunch. The Blue Juice 
Charters boat leaves at 7:00 am and 
we return at about 3:30 pm. We will 
head nearly 60 km offshore to the 
trench west of Rottnest to look for 

seabirds and cetaceans. There will 
be a limit of 27 people. The cost 
will be approximately $90.

Book by contacting Alan Collins on 
9291 4219 or alaninoz@iinet.net.au.

Leader: Alan Collins

Saturday 12 September: King’s 
Park, Perth 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:00 am in the car park at 
the northern end of Forrest Drive, 
opposite the Pioneer Women’s 
Memorial in the Botanic Gardens, 
near the junction of Lovekin 
Drive. There should be a variety of 

bushbirds in the area.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Charles Merriam

Monday 14 September: Paganoni 
Swamp, Karnup 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am. Take the left hand 
turn off Mandurah Road onto 
Paganoni Road. Proceed 1.3 km 
to the sign on the right (there are 
power lines here). Parking is along 
Paganoni Road. We will be looking 
for Western Yellow Robin and Grey 
Currawong among many others in 
this area of diverse habitats.

This excursion is in conjunction with 
the Friends of Paganoni Swamp.

For members and the general public.

Leader: Mary Vaughan

Thursday 17 September: Little Rush 
Lake, Yangebup 
Half-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am near the playground 
on the western side of this small 
wooded lake. Little Rush Lake is 
part of the Beeliar Regional Park. 
If travelling south, turn right off 
North Lake Road, into Osprey Drive, 
right into Dotterel Way, then right 
into Grassbird Loop. There is a path 
around the lake, and we should see 
plenty of waterbirds and bushbirds. 
Fifty species of birds have been seen 
here. Bring morning tea.

For members and the general public.

Leaders: Barry and Molly Angus

Inland Dotterel on nest, Inering Hills, 
Carnamah

Photo: Pauline Ollivier

Coming events, ctd
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Sunday 20 September: Boyagarring 
Conservation Park, Brookton 
Full-day excursion

Meet at 8:30 am along Pike Rd, just 
past the western boundary of the 
park. Travel from Perth along the 
Brookton Hwy approximately 59 km 
and turn right into Pike Rd (about 
3 km past the turn-off to Beverley) 
and then travel for about 7 km along 
Pike Rd until just after the large 
wooden sign saying Boyagarring 
Conservation Park. We will walk 
through a range of habitats here 
which should provide an interesting 
mix of sightings. For those who 
wish, we will continue on to a 
second site for lunch and another 
walk through Wandoo woodland.

For members and guests only.

Leader: John Graff

Monday 21 September: Bold Park 
Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat 
Meeting, 7:30 pm

Geoff Barrett, of the Department 
of Environment and Conservation, 
will give an illustrated talk entitled 
“Birds and the ecosystem in the 
Swan region”.

Saturday 26 to Sunday 27 
September: Billycatting campout

Billycatting Nature Reserve is a 
large area of Wheatbelt bushland 
centred on a large granite rock. It 
is about 270 km NE of Perth. Travel 
via Toodyay, Dowerin, Trayning and 
Kununoppin or via Great Eastern 
Highway turning left at Kellerberrin 
to Trayning. From Kununoppin 
travel east for 2 km, Turn north on 
the Mukinbudin Rd. Continue for 8 
km watching for Kidd Road on right 
and follow the BAWA signs. This 
is a bush camp and there are NO 
facilities. Seventy six species have 
been recorded and the flowers and 
orchids can be excellent.

The leaders will be present on 
the Thursday evening and those 
interested can join to explore several 
uncharted reserves in the area on 
Monday.

Please notify the office on 9383 
7749 of your intention to attend as 
numbers will be limited.

For members and guests only.

Leaders: Wendy and Clive Napier

Sunday 27 September: Wireless 
Hill Park, Ardross and Blue Gum 
Lake, Booragoon

Meet at 7:30 am at the first car park 
on the right hand side of Telefunken 
Drive. From Riseley Street turn 
west into Almondbury Road and 
go straight through the roundabout 
onto Telefunken Rd and into 
Wireless Hill Park. Sixty species of 
birds have been seen here. We will 
then continue a short drive to Blue 
Gum Lake to look for waterbirds 
and raptors.

For members and guests only.

Leader: Alan Galbraith

Saturday 10 to Monday 12 October 
Rottnest Island bushbird count

We are attempting to establish 
the size and distribution of the 
population of Golden Whistler 
and Red-capped Robin on Rottnest 
Island. This survey will replace the 
bushbird counts that have occurred 
in recent years in conjunction with 
the shorebird counts. By doing this 
work during the breeding season 
we should have a better chance of 
detecting them as they should be 
calling more.

Twenty people will be needed for 
this count. There is accommodation 
at approximately $16.50 per night 
at the UWA Research Station. This 
offers cooking facilities, refrigerators 
and bathrooms. You need to bring 
your own food or buy it on arrival. 
Transport around the island will be 
provided and the Research Station is 
easily accessible by bus or on foot.

This is always a fun weekend. If you 
are interested in attending please 

register your name and contact 
details at the office.

For members only.

Leader: Sue Mather

Saturday 10 to Sunday 11 October: 
Wongan Hills 
Short weekend campout

Wongan Hills, in the wheatbelt, is 
approximately 185 km north-east 
of Perth. The surrounding area 
includes habitat such as woodland, 
flat-topped hills, rocky areas and salt 
lakes. There may still be wildflowers 
to enjoy as well.

A variety of accommodation is 
available at the Wongan Hills 
Caravan Park. Please phone 9671 
1009 to make your own reservations. 
Book early — the area is popular in 
spring.

Please notify the office on 9383 
7749 of your intention to attend as 
numbers will be limited.

For members and guests only.

Leaders: Pam and George Agar

Monday 26 October: Bold Park Eco 
Centre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat 
Meeting, 7:30 pm

Sue Mather will talk on 
“Honeyeaters and mistletoe in the 
arid zone of Western Australia”.

Saturday 12 to Sunday 13 December 
Twitchathon

For further details look for the notice 
in this edition of Western Australian 
Bird Notes.

Bush Stone-Curlew, Kirkalocka Station
Photo: David Free
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Crested Pigeons, Kirkalocka Station 
campout

Photo: David Free

Male Mulga Parrot, Kirkalocka 
Station campout

Photo: David Free

Female Red-capped Robin, Kirkalocka 
Station campout

Photo: David Free
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WABN publishes material of interest to the WA Group;
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if in MSWord as a document without styles; do not embed 
pictures or graphics in MS Word;

contributions to be sent direct to the Editors, either at the 
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 Sue Mather:  suzannemather@bigpond.com
 Allan Burbidge:  allanb99@bigpond.net.au

WABN uses Birds Australia recommended English names;

except for Observations, contributions will be published 
unless the contributor is informed to the contrary.

Full Editorial Policy is stated in WABN 74:10-12

Printing Deadlines (at the BAWA Office)

September 2009 issue: 1 August
December 2009 issue: 1 November

March 2010 issue: 1 February
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•

•
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Advertising Rates
1/4 page:  $30.00
1/2 page:  $50.00
Full page:  $90.00 Printed by Daniels Printing, Tel: (08) 9204 6800

This section gives members an avenue to advertise for voluntary assistance with projects, surveys, initiatives, office.
• Atlas — surveys for this are continuing — contact Cheryl Gole 9293 4958,  
      e-mail cgole@westnet.com.au

• Monthly meeting speakers — contact Brian Wilson 9293 1094

• Community Education Committee — committee members and 
      administration help wanted — contact Elsa Dabbs e-mail 
      dabchic6@bigpond.net.au

• Excursion leaders — contact Sue Abbotts 9444 1607, e-mail 
      suechat@bigpond.net.au 

Calendar of events

Sat 6 Jun: Lake Coogee, Munster: Half-day excursion
Sun 14 Jun: Bold Park, Cambridge: Half-day excursion
Thu 18 Jun: Tomato Lake, Kewdale: Half-day excursion
Sat 20 Jun: Flynn Road, Mundaring: Half-day excursion
Sat 20 and Sun 21 Jun: Albany pelagic trips
Mon 22 Jun: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lake Dr, Floreat: Meeting, 

7:30 pm 
NB: Note change of speaker from the March issue of WABN.

Sun 28 Jun: Harrisdale Reserve (Jandakot Regional Park), 
Forrestdale:Half-day excursion

Sun 5 Jul: Pinnaroo Valley Memorial Park, Padbury: Half-day 
excursion

Sat 11 Jul: Piesse Brook, Kalamunda: Half-day excursion
Sat 18 Jul: St Ronan’s Nature Reserve, York: Full-day excursion
Thu 23 Jul: Denis De Young Reserve, Banjup: Half-day excursion
Sun 26 Jul: Whiteman Park, Swan: Half-day excursion
Mon 27 Jul: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat: Meeting, 

7:30 pm
Sun 2 Aug: Hillarys Pelagic
Sun 2 Aug: Christmas Tree Well, Brookton: Full-day excursion
Sat 8 Aug: North Mole, Fremantle, and Woodman Point: Half-day 

excursion
Sat 15 Aug: Pipidinny Road, Eglinton: Full-day excursion
Thu 20 Aug: Alan Anderson Park, Darling Range, Walliston: Half-day 

excursion
Sat 22 Aug: Paruna Sanctuary: Full-day excursion including BBQ
Mon 24 Aug: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat: Meeting, 

7:30 pm
Sun 30 Aug: Summer Track, North Bannister: Half-day excursion
Sat 5 Sep: Lake Gwelup, Stirling: Half-day excursion
Sun 6 Sep: Hillarys Pelagic

Sat 12 Sep: King’s Park, Perth: Half-day excursion

Mon 14 Sep: Paganoni Swamp, Karnup: Half-day excursion

Thu 17 Sep: Little Rush Lake, Yangebup: Half-day excursion

Sun 20 Sep: Boyagarring Conservation Park, Brookton: Full-day 
excursion

Mon 21 Sep: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat: Meeting, 
7:30 pm

Sun 27 Sep: Wireless Hill Park, Ardross and Blue Gum Lake, 
Booragoon, Half-day excursion

Sat 26 to Sun 27 Sep: Billycatting campout
Sat 10 to Mon 12 Oct: Rottnest Island bushbird count
Sat 10 to Sun 11 Oct: Wongan Hills: Short weekend campout
Mon 26 Oct: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat: 

Meeting, 7:30 pm
Sat 12 to Sun 13 Dec: Twitchathon

Opportunities for volunteers


