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ROBIN RECOLLECTIONS
I have observed the breeding behaviour of our robins for
the past twenty years and in this article I provide a short
overview of my findings.
Some of these behaviours have not previously been
recorded. The more interesting observations can be
summarised as follows:

•

The Red-capped Robin was the most parasitised of all
robin species investigated.

•

Some Scarlet Robins used the same nest in two
consecutive years.

•

One pair of Scarlet Robins raised two cuckoo chicks.

•

Most Hooded Robins had a helper assisting with the
brood.

•

Western Yellow Robin nests were often built very
close to Golden Whistler
nests.

contained the egg or chick belonging to the more northern
Black-eared Cuckoo.
At sites near Perth airport and Wannamal reserve six
active nests were found to support pairs where the males
had not yet coloured up and were similar in appearance to
the females. This situation was also recorded with pairs
near Paynes Find and Cranbrook.
Scarlet Robin, Petroica boodang
The Scarlet Robin is one of my most extensively studied
species of birds in the southwest region. My research sites
for this species cover a variety of different habitat
systems, including agricultural lands mixed with natural
vegetation mostly of Jarrah, Marri and Banksia at Byford,
Wandoo woodlands at Talbot Road and Banksia woodlands
surrounding the Spectacles wetlands.

Red-capped Robin, Petroica
goodenovii
Since 1982 I have observed
64 Red-capped Robin nests.
Of the robin species in the
Southwest this species was
found to be the most
parasitised by cuckoos. No
fewer than 12 out of the 64
nests were parasitised. They
contained eggs or chicks
belonging to Fan-tailed
Cuckoo, Shining BronzeCuckoo, Horsfield’s BronzeCuckoo and Pallid Cuckoo.
None of the nests recorded

Western Yellow Robin on a nest, Stirling Range
Retreat.
Photo: Frank O’Connor

From 1990 to 2004 these
sites were visited each
breeding season. Pairs were
found to occupy territories for
most of the year. Nearly all
pairs were found to nest close
to previous years’ nest sites.
Some pairs were observed to
use the same nest for two
breeding seasons. At two
study sites, the Spectacles
and the Byford farms, pairs
were found to occupy
territories of between 80 and
100 metres square. Most pairs
only raised one brood in a
season. Pairs that had two

that supported dense stands of Wandoo saplings. From
1994 to 2004 these sites were monitored during each
breeding season and it was found that pairs will use these
same sites each season and that most nests were placed
less than 2.5 metres above the ground.
At two other study sites in completely different habitat
systems Western Yellow Robins occupied more varied site
locations and nest placements. Near Bickley in the Darling
Range within Jarrah and Marri forest, most nests were
found in both mature and sapling Jarrah trees and mature
and sapling Casuarinas.
The canopy cover at all nest sites was > 30%. Pairs
studied in the Darling Range since 1989 had shown a
retreat from areas greatly affected by die-back and no
nesting was recorded in such sites.

Southern Scrub-robin, Monkey Mia.
Photo: Frank O’Connor

At Dryandra and within the Darling Range, it was found
that many nests were placed within a few metres of active
Golden Whistler’s nests. Although further studies are
required, it seems that there is a tendency to nest together
for added protection against potential threats. No
aggressive behaviour between the two species was
recorded.

broods in a season had their second clutch of eggs in late
October or early November.
At Talbot Road a pair of Scarlet Robins was observed
feeding two Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo chicks that had
only recently left the nest. Other instances of cuckoo
parasitism include one Pallid Cuckoo egg in a nest near
Wanneroo and a Shinning Bronze-Cuckoo egg in a nest at
Byford farms.

White-breasted Robin, Eopsaltria georgiana
Since 1982, 48 White-breasted Robin nests have been
recorded. None of the 48 nests contained more than two
eggs or two chicks and none of the nests were found to
contain any cuckoo eggs or chicks. Most of the nests
found were in the Darling Range near Kalamunda, Bickley
and Mundaring. Other nests were recorded near Denmark,
Albany and the Stirling Ranges.

A total of 140 Scarlet Robin nests were recorded from
1990 to 2007. Most nests were found within the Perth
region, but also east of Perth at Talbot Road and further
south near Denmark, Albany, Cranbrook and Mount
Barker.
Hooded Robin, Melanodryas cucullata
At study sites near Talbot Road near York and Dryandra, a
total of 12 nests were recorded since 1994. Of these,
eight nests had two adults and one helper involved with
the care and protection of the eggs and young. Most of
the helpers were the young from the previous broods.
In 1982 Hooded Robins were still fairly common in
undisturbed Banksia woodlands near Wanneroo. One nest
with two eggs was found in the dead leaves of
Xanthorrhoea preissii.

At several sites along vegetated creek-line systems of the
Darling Range, several pairs were monitored from 1994 to
2004 during the breeding season. Observations at these
sites suggest that birds maintain their territories for much
of the year. Territory size of individual pairs in optimum
habitats can be as little as 30 metres square, for example
at Piesse Brook, Kalamunda.
When a potential threat to nesting birds occured,
neighbouring pairs were often observed assisting in the
defence of the nest or fledged young.

In recent years Hooded Robins on the Swan Coastal Plain
have become quite rare due to the extensive clearing of
Banksia woodlands to make way for urban development.
Populations are now restricted to undisturbed habitats
such as Whiteman Park.
At both Talbot Road and Dryandra, Hooded Robins were
found to move locally and often returned to the same
patch to breed each year. One pair studied at Talbot Road
nested in the same area for seven breeding seasons.

Pairs studied at Kalamunda, Bickley and Wungong Dam
nested more often close to previous year’s nests. Pairs
were also found to return to the same site affected by fire
between 2-4 years, but this was very much dependant on
the recovery rate of the vegetation, especially the riparian
zone vegetation which is the White-breasted Robin’s
habitat.
Steve Elson

A nest found at Talbot Road near York, in the last week of
December, had a female Hooded Robin sheltering two
newly hatched young from the midday sun. This pair was
raising a second clutch.
Western Yellow Robin, Eopsaltria griseogularis
Since 1982, 45 Western Yellow Robin nests have been
recorded, mostly in the Darling Range in Jarrah and Marri
forest, but to the east of Mundaring they occur in Wandoo
woodlands. Other nests were recorded near Mount Barker
and near the Stirling Ranges.
At study sites within the Wandoo woodlands near Talbot
Road, Western Yellow Robins were found to nest in areas
Vol 129 March 2009

Page 2

Western Yellow Robin, Gleneagles Rest Area, Albany Hwy,
25 km south of Armadale.
Photo: Frank O’Connor
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Letters to the Editors
Dear Editors

Dear Editors

I wish to report that I reside on the edge of the Point Walter
Golf course. The unusual pair of a white corella and a Galah
frequent my garden every day and I can approach them as
close as 18 inches. They seem remarkably well.

Thank you very much for publishing my “Fish-eating birds”
in the recent edition of WABN. For some reason I especially
wanted to see that published. You have made me very happy
and it was a wonderful introduction to the Christmas season.
I can die happy now — not that I intend doing that in the near
future!

This pairing of parrots was reported in WABN about 18
months ago. Apparently they are still paired together!
Cam Walkley
Dear Editors

I can see why it had a long gestation: you had to largely rewrite it! … Apologise for that but my Tech. School education
in the early 1950s is a bit below your abilities with the English language.
But I must compliment you on the marvellous editing of
WABN. It is steadily evolving into a magnificent publication
and is really more than just a newsletter. You are literally
unsung heroes.

Psittacine Circoviral disease
I recently picked up a Red-capped Parrot in our bush. It was
unable to fly, had few tail feathers, and I presumed it was
young and had fallen out of the nest. Presumption is dangerous. I reassured the squawking Red-capped Parrots in the
trees that I was taking it for treatment and when it had adequate feathers and could fly, it would be back.

I promise not to bother you again and I must now be close to
the end of the line, but enclose a note you may like to publish
(see “Mimicry in Birds” under Members’ contributions).

When I arrived at our local wild life rehabilitation centre, the
staff would not admit the bird in case Psittacine Circoviral or
Beak and Feather Disease, was the problem. This alas, was
confirmed. And, there being no known treatment for this
highly contagious disease, euthanasia was the only option.

Robert Stranger

So, is some one working on this problem? What are the risks
to other parrots, and cockatoos, particularly those species
already under threat?
Hoping for reassurance.
Stella Stewart-Wynne

Offering the most authoritative birdwatching tours
in North Western Australia.

Wildlife & Natural History Tours
George Swann,
Kimberley Birdwatching
P O Box 220, Broome. W A 6725
Email: info@kimberleybirdwatching.com.au

Ph/Fax: (08) 9192 1246

Pelagic Trip to Ashmore Reef 2009
Mitchell Plateau
Princess Parrot
Kimberley Coast—2010
PLUS MORE MORE MORE
Contact us for tour details 2009 & 10
Brilliant birding with experienced guide.
Cruises, 4WD safaris, camping & accommodated trips.

Plus many more exciting trips

www.kimberleybirdwatching.com.au
Western Australian Bird Notes
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Observations
This list has been compiled by the WA
Rarities Committee. Metropolitan
suburbs or shires are in parentheses.
Please report interesting observations to
Frank O’Connor (9386 5694 or
preferably sightings@birdswa.com.au)
or to the BAWA office (9383 7749).
Sightings are included on the BAWA
web site (birdswa.com.au) as soon as
possible, and the most interesting are
selected for inclusion in the next
WABN.
The names and order follow Christidis,
L. and Boles, W. (2008) (Systematics
and Taxonomy of Australian Birds,
CSIRO Publishing).
Highlights. There are several
exceptional sightings this period. A
GREAT SHEARWATER seen well
offshore from the Murchison will be
the first record for Western Australia if
accepted by BARC. A LATHAM’S
SNIPE seen and photographed at Lake
McLarty is the second record for
Western Australia (the first was a bird
banded in 1993 at Kogolup Swamp). A
probable EDIBLE-NEST SWIFTLET
seen during stormy weather in Broome
would also be the second record for
Western Australia if accepted. The
previous record was also in Broome.
The EURASIAN CURLEW was seen
on 80 Mile Beach about 40 km south of
where it was first located; it may be the
same bird as the first record for
Australia, as a bird was also seen in
June 2008 during the wader count but
this winter record has not been included
in these sightings as insufficient details
were received. A DARK-SIDED
FLYCATCHER photographed on the
Cocos Islands is the first photographed
record for Australia; one was
previously seen and sketched by John
Darnell in 1983 at Shay Gap in the
Pilbara, but this record, while it has
been accepted for the Western
Australian list, has only been included
on the supplementary list for
Australia. A BLUE ROCK THRUSH
photographed a few weeks later is the
second record for Australia. The only
previous record was on the
Queensland Sunshine Coast in 1997.
Wireless Hill Park is recovering from
last summer’s fire. Black Honeyeater,
Vol 129 March 2009

Tawny-crowned Honeyeater and
Painted Button-quail have been seen
in the regenerated area. The Black
Honeyeaters are the first records for
the metropolitan area, and they were
also seen at Whiteman Park. A Rufous
Treecreeper was seen on the BAWA
Excursion to Blackwall Reach. This
species formerly occurred on the Swan
Coastal Plain but now it is very rarely
reported.
There has been an influx of Red-tailed
Black-Cockatoos throughout many
suburbs of the metropolitan area with
sightings reported from City Beach,
Woodlands, Nedlands, South Perth,
Como, Kensington, Mt Pleasant,
Applecross, Ardross, Myaree and
Mariner’s Cove near Mandurah.
This has been a good season for some
of the key south west wetlands with
more water than for quite a few years.
There have been many sightings from
lakes such as Thomsons Lake,
Forrestdale Lake, Lake McLarty and a
number of lakes in the general
Katanning area. There have been
several sightings of Pectoral
Sandpiper, Long-toed Stint and large
numbers of Black-winged Stilts and
Hoary-headed Grebes. A possible
female Northern Pintail was briefly
seen at Lake McLarty but it could not
be relocated. There have only been two
previous records (both males) of the
Northern Pintail in Western Australia,
one at Chandala Swamp near Gingin

and the other at Parry Lagoons near
Wyndham.
The Oriental Cuckoo seen on the
Cocos Islands is a new species for the
islands.
METROPOLITAN (UBD Street
Directory)
Gull-billed Tern – 1 subspecies
macrotarsa, 23/12/08 to 07/01/09,
Forrestdale Lake (Forrestdale) –
AC et al. * 1 subspecies
macrotarsa, 18/01/09, Lake
Cooloongup (Cooloongup) – MN
(rare in the metropolitan area)
Rufous Treecreeper – 1, 04/01/09,
Blackwall Reach (Bicton) –
BAWA (EP) (rare in the
metropolitan area)
Black Honeyeater – up to 2 males and
2 females, 10-31/01/09, Wireless
Hill Park (Ardross) – AG, WM, JG
et al. * pair, 12/01/09, Whiteman
Park (Whiteman) – MB (1st records
for the metropolitan area;
photographs)
SOUTH WEST (Shark Bay to
Cape Arid)
GREAT SHEARWATER – 1,
31/10/08, Murchison Canyon –
DM (1st record for Western
Australia; 5th record for Australia;
subject to BARC acceptance)
LATHAM’S SNIPE – 1, 14-28/01/09,
Lake McLarty (Murray) – MN,
JG et al. (2nd record for Western
Australia; photographs)
Gull-billed Tern – 1, 14/12/08,
Lake McLarty (Murray) – MS,
MW (uncommon in the south
west)
Scarlet-chested Parrot – 1
male, 10/11/08, Holland Track
near Krakouer Rock (Kondinin)
– HJ (rare in the south west)

Latham's Snipe at Lake McLarty, January
2009.
Note that feet do not protrude beyond the tail.
Photo: Xenia Dennett.
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Masked Owl – 1, 06/12/08,
Provence Estate (Busselton) –
ST * 4, 31/01/09, Lane Pool
Reserve (Murray) – DS
(uncommonly reported in the
south west)
Western Australian Bird Notes
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ARID ZONE
Helmeted Guineafowl – 7+, 03/12/08,
Goldfields Highway ~20km N of
Leonora (Leonora) – PH (well
clear of any settlements; possible
established feral colony)
Eastern Yellow Wagtail – 1, 12/11/08,
Chevron Camp (Barrow Island) –
AB (uncommon this far south)
KIMBERLEY
EDIBLE-NEST SWIFTLET – 1
probable, 24/01/09, near Broome
port (Broome) – GS (2nd record for
Western Australia)
Australian Painted Snipe – 1,
01/10/08, Revolver Creek
(Wyndham – East Kimberley) –
GSm (uncommonly reported in
Western Australia)

RB et al. (3rd record for Cocos
Islands)
Saunders’s Tern – 10, 02/12/08, South
Island – RB et al. (apparently now
regular summer migrants to South
Island; seen almost every visit
between November and April since
first reported in November 2006)
Asian Koel – 1, 04/12/08, Home Island
– CD, RB et al. (3rd published
record for Cocos Islands but there
are other undocumented records
indicating it is possibly an
uncommon summer migrant)
Oriental Cuckoo – 1, 25/11/08, West
Island – RB et al. (1st record for
Cocos Islands)
BLUE ROCK THRUSH – 1,
04/12/08, Home Island – JR, CD,
RB et al. (2nd record for Australia;

EURASIAN CURLEW – 1, early
12/08, 80 Mile Beach (Broome) –
CH et al. (possibly the same bird
found in November 2007 and seen
again in December 2007 and June
2008)
CHRISTMAS ISLAND
White-throated Needletail – 2,
30/11/08, rubbish tip – RB et al.
(rarely reported at Christmas
Island)
COCOS ISLANDS
Bulwer’s Petrel – 3, 03/12/08, West
Island to North Keeling Island –

Blue Rock-Thrush
Photo: Laurie Knight

photographs; BARC submission
required)
DARK-SIDED FLYCATCHER – 1,
07/11/08, Home Island – NP (2nd
record for Australia; photographs;
BARC submission required)

OBSERVERS
AB = Andrew Burbidge
AC = Alan Collins
AG = Alan Galbraith
BAWA = BAWA Excursion
CD = Chris Doughty (Victoria)
CH = Chris Hassell
DM = Daniel Mantle
DS = Dejan Stojanovic
EP = Eric Pyatt
GS = George Swann
GSm = Greg Smith
HJ = Hank Jonker
JG = John Graff
JR = Jock Rose (NSW)
MB = Michael Brooker
MN = Mark Newman
MS = Mark Stanley
MW = Maree Weerheim
NP = Neville Pamment (Victoria)
PH = Peter Huggett
RB = Richard Baxter (NSW)
ST = Scott Thompson
WM = Wynton Maddeford
BARC = Birds Australia Rarities
Committee

Birds Australia WA reports
CHAIR’S REPORT
The birds cannot speak so we must speak for them
On behalf of the birds of Western Australia may I thank
the Excursions Committee for organising all those walks,
campouts and surveys so that members may enjoy seeing
us and learning about us in our environment while enjoying
themselves in the bush. May I also thank the Conservation
and Research Committee for its work throughout the year
to help the birds of Western Australia in line with the
motto ‘Conservation through knowledge.’ The knowledge
and enthusiasm of the Community Education Committee
has helped the birds of Western Australia by generating
informed support from children in schools and adults in
libraries, courses and other events. The birds of Eyre
particularly wish me to thank the caretakers and the Eyre
Bird Observatory Committee for their work to maintain
that distinctive facility in a remote location. Those birds,
Western Australian Bird Notes

fortunate to have their image on the cards and other
products sold by the Sales Committee and other groups,
and communications wish to acknowledge the work done
by those volunteers and to indicate that they are pleased
to be able to do their bit for the conservation of all birds in
Western Australia. To those volunteers who help in the
office, the library, with publications, with bird guides, with
sightings and data recording and in so many other ways
that makes BAWA work in the way that it does, the birds
of Western Australia wish me to say your efforts on our
behalf are appreciated. All the birds of Western Australia
wish to join in congratulating Brian Wilson on the
recognition for the work he has done for them over many
years.
Some birds are a little envious of the publicity, research
and conservation efforts that Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo
has attracted in recent times as a result of the
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considerable efforts of the Project Advisory Group, the
Project Manager, the Project Officers and all the volunteers
who have helped in the recovery program. However, all
the birds of Western Australia hope that Carnaby’s and
other Black-Cockatoos are successful in leading BAWA’s
conservation efforts in the future. Several birds also
recognise that substantial work has been done on their
behalf but have hopes that they too may see a greater,
more coordinated effort by BAWA and Birds Australia in
conjunction with other agencies (like WWF and DEC) to
improve their future.
The birds of Western Australia also wish me to record their
appreciation of the support of the many members of
BAWA who are not active volunteers or participants in
BAWA activities but who, through their membership of
Birds Australia, enable us to undertake conservation
through knowledge.
May I conclude by thanking the members of the Executive
Committee. The birds and many members may not see the
outcomes of your work but I am aware of the time and
commitment that you have put in this year to help BAWA
maintain its high level of output for the benefit of the birds
of Western Australia while moving to improve our capacity
to achieve more in the future.
Bruce Haynes
Chair, BAWA

BAWA Inc or one of the Birds Australia choices which apply
to national programs, for example the research and
conservation work or the purchase of land as bird habitat. For
people who have already made provision in their Will, the
meeting’s unanimous decision does not, of itself, necessitate
a change to the Will.
Ample printed background information is available from the
Membership Department of Birds Australia National Office
and includes the recommendation that professional legal
advice is sought when making or changing your Will. You
can also request a confidential discussion with our CEO
Graeme Hamilton.
How to make a bequest to Birds Australia WESTERN
AUSTRALIA
To make a bequest specifically to Birds Australia Western
Australia the following wording needs to differ from a
bequest to Birds Australia. Such a bequest would benefit
BAWA work specifically.
Your gift will be placed into Birds Australia Western
Australia Inc. bank account under the protocols of the terms
of reference that control the financial operations of Birds
Australia Western Australia Inc. and managed either
according to specific requests in the Will or activities that
underpin Birds Australia’s Western Australia research and
conservation work.
Wording to support a bequest to Birds Australia Western
Australia

BEQUESTS, WILLS AND THE EXTRAORDINARY
GENERAL MEETING 19 JANUARY 2009
The subject of bequests was discussed at length during the
Extraordinary General Meeting with respect to the
distinctions between BAWA and BAWA Inc.
If you wish to make a bequest or provision in your will to
Birds Australia in some area, it is vital that the right wording
be used to specify the benefactor, whether you choose

‘I GIVE AND BEQUEATH [insert here the details of the
bequest] to Birds Australia Western Australia Inc. trading as
Birds Australia Western Australia Inc. in the State of Western
Australia at 167 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat, Western
Australia 6014 or its successors for its general purposes and
I DECLARE that the receipt of the Treasurer or other proper
officer for the time being shall be a full and sufficient
discharge to my trustee and my trustee shall not be bound to
see to its application.’

Birds of the Greater South West
New bird book now available at the Birds WA Australia office at
Peregrine House.
Simon Nevill has produced a pocket 305 page soft cover guide to the
Birds of the Greater South West. It has a protective plastic jacket and
strong stitched back. The area covered by this publication includes the
south-west region, extending to Carnarvon, Kalgoorlie and Esperance.
Following an introductory section on general topics, the main guide book
section proper includes 304 species photographed with text and
distribution maps including known subspecies. It covers the vast majority
of birds possible to see but does not include pelagic or some extremely
rare vagrants.
It retails from Birds Australia for $34.95.
Vol 129 March 2009
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BAWA projects
DARLINGTON ARTS FESTIVAL, NOVEMBER 2008
This year the Birds Australia WA stall was inside a large
marquee shared with soap, bear, candle and quilt makers. The
weather couldn’t have been better, ideal for lots of people to
stroll around, looking, eating, chatting and sometimes
buying.
Financially our work was successful, and the band of
volunteers great company.
The draw cards, however, were the birds that visited.
Dee brought Harmony (Carnaby’s) on Saturday afternoon,
Felicity was accompanied by two Tawny Frogmouths on
Sunday morning, followed in the afternoon by Marra with a
Little Eagle. They all attracted lots of attention and
stimulated questions and discussion.
So, thank you to the birds, and their carers. Thank you to the
volunteers, standing for hours, setting up, chatting, and trying
to keep the bookkeeping correct, and thank you to those who
prepare everything for us in the office, and unscramble our
results afterwards.
Stella Stewart-Wynne

COMMUNITY EDUCATION COMMITTEE
REPORT TO THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, 2008
The slow start that we used to look forward to, as a chance to
catch up and ease into a new year appears to be a thing of the
past. Fortunately, however, it was still slower than the
second half. We still face the possibilities of burning out
willing workers and are always on the lookout for recruiting
new members. This year we lost Merrian Kuerschner and
Sue Keogh but gained Margaret Prickett, Ruth Greble and
Georgina Steytler. They all hit the ground running and we are
grateful.
Our major emphasis remains working with schools and at the
time of writing we have had some form of access to 39
different schools, with a total of 1690 children, 217 teachers/
parents and members of BAWA involved 87 times. There
were 22 schools involved at ECU with the Science Kids
programme but we felt we should not add them to the number
of schools with only about four children from each school
involved.
Bird ID. We ran 13 Adult classes, 11 of which were Bird
Identification classes for beginners and included some
children. Total numbers involved were 307. The two
advanced classes involved 110 participants. BAWA workers
totalled 59.
Presentations totalled 13 with 303 members of the public
taking part. We had 20 members presenting or assisting.
Bird Walks that were separate from those that were part of
the classes totalled 18 with 171 walkers and 41 BAWA bird
guides involved, some of these walks were small but were
Western Australian Bird Notes

nevertheless worthwhile. The most unusual walk involved 53
pilgrims from Europe and South Africa. These included one
archbishop, two bishops and a number of priests. Since two
of the three BAWA guides were ex preachers the whole thing
was almost a litany of praise for the environment.
We only put displays in three libraries. This was
disappointing but until we can find a Library Officer we may
struggle to utilise this valuable opportunity. There were two
opportunities to be involved in radio interviews that we felt
were appropriate to our role so we took advantage of those.
As usual we take any opportunity that presents itself to be
involved with other groups. This year we have worked in cooperation with the shires of Melville and the City of
Cambridge, The National Trust, The Friends of Attadale and
Dalyellup, The Canning River Regional Parks Volunteers,
The Friends of Kings Park, The Botanical Gardens and Parks
Authority and the Environmental Education Department of
the Rottnest Island Authority. We also attended a number of
meetings with other groups to investigate possibilities of cooperative involvement with them. This year for the first
time, with help from Eggy Boggs, we were involved in
Garden Week. This was well worthwhile and a good moneyspinner. Darlington Arts Festival was also successful, thanks
largely to Stella and Ted Stuart-Wynne and their band of
helpers.
The hidden things of our operations take up over half of our
time, but are seldom noted by those outside of the committee.
These include laminating and cataloguing the pictures for
display; cataloguing the growing image library; creating the
rapidly growing library of Power Point Display; pulling
together the class packs; the growing number of handouts and
static displays for festivals and schools; collating and sending
of E-news material, etc. We are trying to develop extra
material for use in schools, including line drawings. Pam
Agar has done a number for us to use.
As is unfortunately a regular occurrence, we had a number of
cancellations and non-events because groups didn’t follow
through or properly organise their projects. This is
frustrating but something we mostly have to live with, if we
want to reach out as widely as possible. This is also true of
small events that could have been better if properly
organised. We have made up basic requirements lists to send
to enquiring groups to try and minimise the amount of gear
we have to carry, just in case.
Next year already has a number of events lined up, including
two in the country (Esperance and Walpole). We also plan to
look into the possibilities of school visits into the Pemberton
or Margaret River/Augusta area. If we are successful we will
also attend their annual festival.
It was considered more convenient for our committee to take
over the ordering of books for sale. It simplifies procedures,
since we are more aware of shortages, than the librarian.
Total sales, gifts, donations, etc, to-date about $9,915.25
The number of volunteer hours was in excess of 7000.
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The committee wish to thank all the photographers who have
made their images available for our use. The image library
currently contains over 4000 images. We are grateful to
David Stewart and David Secomb for the use of their bird
calls. Michael Morecombe and Ron Johnstone also allow us
to use some of the material out of their publications which is
invaluable in our presentations.
Elsa Dabba

BAWA MEMBERS and FRIENDS INVOLVED IN
CEC ACTIVITIES IN 2009

Ray Flanagan, Linda Gilna, Graham Goodreid, Gwen
Goodreid, Ruth Greble, Michael Hancock, Robina Haynes
and friend, Colin Heap, Joyce Hegney, Valerie Hemsley,
Sally Hoedemaker, Ron Jones, Sue Keogh, Merrian
Kuerschner, Maris Lauva, Louise Lynch, Wynton
Maddeford, Lorraine Marshall, Paul Marty, Barry Muir,
Jenny Muir, Clive Napier, Wendy Napier, Frank O’Connor,
Alyson Paull, Ed Paull, Huxley Prickett, Margaret Prickett,
Eunice Pyper, Ian Rudd, Dick Rule, Bill Rutherford, Peter
Sandilands, Rod Smith, Tina Smith, Georgina Steytler, Stella
Stewart-Wynne, Ted Stewart-Wynne, Dejan Stojanovic, Jan
Wainwright, Debbie Walker, Liz Walker, Julia Wates, Brice
Wells, Jessica Worrall, Bill Worth
Brice Wells
Chairman, Community Education Committee
BAWA

CEC would like to thank the following volunteers for their
invaluable help in 2008:
George Agar, Pam Agar, Barry Angus, David Ballard, Joyce
Ballard, Pat Bennett, Phyllis Bentley, Eggy Boggs, Rob
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Shark Bay survey.
Photo: Robina Haynes
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The naming of birds
THE NAMING OF BIRDS — THE LONG AND SHORT
OF IT
Introduction
For many years I have found it annoying that most books on
birding and birds give Latinised names, which are meaningless to most of us. They also often brush over obscure English names such as dowitcher (nothing to do with twitchers).
Is the assumption that we should all know the derivation of
these words? The reason for the decline in this type of knowledge may be that classical languages are no longer part of the
curriculum of most schools and also the fact that etymology
is not an exact science.
This series attempts to tackle this deficiency and make at
least one aspect of birding less imponderable and more approachable. Initially, all of the birds that are found in Western Australia, will be taken in taxonomical order [including
Order (end in -formes) and Family (end in –idae)] and discuss the Latin (or other language) roots in a non-erudite and
interesting way. Both binomial (two Latin names — genus
and species) and trinomial (three names where there are subspecies) will be discussed. The Class, Aves (birds), is currently divided up into 23 orders, 142 families, 2,057 genera
(plural of genus) and ~10,000 species of birds. However,
these numbers are constantly changing, due to splitting, that
is mostly from making new species from subspecies and
rarely the discovery of new species; occasionally, previously
recognised species are also lumped. Species can be a tad confusing as the second Latin name is the specific name but the
species name is the generic and specific name combined.
For example, in the case of the European Sparrow, Passer
domesticus is the species name: genus is Passer and the specific name is domesticus. The confusion arises because specific is the adjective from species and in a way the genus is
the noun, thus the specific name gives more of a description
to the generic name. The sub-species name (where it occurs)
gives further information. It must be emphasised that often
these names are pretty useless and even when translated tell
us almost nothing. This will be clear as the series progresses.
Note that all generic and specific names are typed in italics
or, when written, underlined, but this format is not used for
orders or families. Genus, family and order are always capitalized and specific names are in the lower case even when
derived from proper names. When a generic name is used
repeatedly, it is contracted to the first letter on its subsequent
use.

In cases where names of birds have used proper names of
people, brief biographical information will be given, which
will include their dates, so that interested readers can Google
the names easily.
The so called Latin names given to birds are often derived
from many other languages, especially Ancient Greek, but
without exception, they are Latinised to appear as if they are
all of Latin derivation both in appearance and grammatically.
For example the Greek ending for a noun is –os but in Latin
this would become –us. Sometimes Latin words are created
specifically for nomenclature and these words are known as
New Latin, however in these articles all original Latin words
will be indicated by (L) and those of Ancient Greek by (G).
Many Latinised or scientific names are polyglot, that is consist of both Latin and Greek words or in a few cases other
languages.
Order: Casuariiformes — Cassowaries and Emus

The Malay name for the cassowary is kesuari. (There are no
wild cassowaries in WA).
Family: Casuariidae
Dromaius novaehollandiae — Emu. Dromaius (G) swift or
fast footed, as they can run at high speeds. Novaehollandiae
(L) - New Holland was originally an antiquated name for
Western Australia, then it was used for all of Australia and
today for some unknown reason the name has been taken
over by the New South Welshmen.
Emu is most likely from the Arabic for a large bird, most
likely an ostrich.
Several subspecies have been described, but are of doubtful
validity, and neither HANZAB nor the Western Australian
Museum recognise any. If they were recognised, the ones
found in Western Australia would be rothschildi in the southwest and woodwardi in the north, although there is some debate over the distributions of the possible subspecies.
Baron Rothschild (1868-1937) was an early zoologist of the
Natural History Museum in London. B.H. Woodward (18461912) was a director of the Western Australian Museum at
the turn of the 20th century.
Another name (no longer in use) is the Spotted Emu. Where
the spots are, is undefined, although the rather cute young
have stripes.
Invencus

Digital photos
When submitting electronic images for possible use in WABN, please use a medium to high resolution, eg,
300 dpi, as this provides a clearer reproduction.
Most digital cameras provide an option for selecting the resolution. Low resolution images generally are used
only for display on computer monitors and not for printing.
When emailing photos, please send them separately and not embedded in Word documents.
Western Australian Bird Notes
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KEN, KELLIE AND KIDS: THE KENNEL
KESTRELS
Geraldine Davies, a Ledge Point resident,
was surprised after a four-day absence to
discover that intruders had taken up residence
on her back verandah. In fact, they chose one
of her dog kennels by the kitchen door. The
intruders were a pair of Nankeen
Kestrels, quite indignant that Geraldine
needed to use her verandah during their eggcaring time. The three eggs lay on the dog
carpet with no sign of nest preparation.
Through the kennel doorway they were
clearly visible. Not surprisingly the kestrels
were reluctant to go to their unusual nest
within view of humans, but managed to care for them.

Kestrel kennel

The eggs were laid about 29
Oct 2008.

The kestrel chicks at
29 days

The kestrel parents were
undeterred by Geraldine’s
daily use of her verandah, but
kept their distance while she
was in sight. By 14 November
two white fluffy chicks with
yellow legs had hatched and
the third one soon followed.
The first adult-coloured
feathers were apparent in the
wings at 14 days. Chick
number three died on its 23rd
day. By their 24th day the
wing plumage of the survivors
was remarkably similar to that
of the adults, except for the
rows of down persisting in the
wings. On three separate
occasions there was evidence
that dragons and small skinks
were provided as food.

and at 30 days.

By day 30 the youngsters
were spending much time
Photos: Geraldine Davies
perched in the doorway of the
and Rod Smith
kennel and were also
venturing a few metres from
it. On their chest and belly, down was still thick with dark
streaks appearing. Down was also quite obvious on the
crown.
During the following ten days serious flight practice
commenced, distances becoming increasing longer but still
within the range of the neighbouring houses. By 40 days they
had left the verandah for a life on the wing. Adults and
offspring were seen together as a foursome, briefly, while
they perched on a nearby TV antenna just before Christmas
Day.
Rod Smith
Vol 129 March 2009

ERIC SINGLETON AND HIS SANCTUARY
Eric Singleton arrived in Western Australia from England as
a small child in 1922 and grew up on a small dairy farm in
the Busselton district. In private notes he detailed the hunting
of kangaroos and wallabies with guns and hunting dogs, and
the snaring of possums. This was before the arrival of rabbits
and foxes in the district. During the 1950s and 1960s he
fished in the Swan River at Bayswater, Perth, catching
Flathead, Mulloway, Yellow-tailed Trumpeter, Cobbler and
Black Bream, and he knew that Sea Mullet occurred there
too. When fishing he accessed the river through the area
which was to become the Eric Singleton Bird Sanctuary, and
which is now a feature of the Bayswater Riverside Gardens.
He also shot wild ducks for sport but this gave way to a keen
appreciation of their conservation, which led to the formation
of the sanctuary.
In 1975 the Bayswater Council had visions for a wildlife
sanctuary somewhere in the area and in June provisioned
$400 for it. In January 1976 Eric approached the Council and
nominated the area now occupied by the sanctuary. Thus
instead of becoming just another landfill site in August 1977,
it became a bird sanctuary and was officially sanctioned as
such, and a C-class reserve. A sign was erected and stating
that 46 species of birds had been seen there.
The site was an ephemeral wetland on the floodplain of the
Swan River and adjacent to existing landfill, but a clay bung
or levee was built to contain any leachate from the landfill,
and a bore was installed to maintain the water-level in
summer. Thus the sanctuary is now a permanent and valuable
wetland, a feature of Bayswater, is visited by birdwatchers
and ornithologists from near and far, and a place of education
for students, aspiring biologists and their teachers.
In 2003 Eric was awarded the Centenary Medal for services
to conservation by the Australian Government.
Further information on birds at the sanctuary can be found in
Singleton et al. (1998, 2002, 2007).
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Diary of observations at the Sanctuary

Notes on selected species at the Sanctuary

The following notes detail observations made in the early
years of the sanctuary; it would be interesting to learn what
changes have occurred since then.

These notes have been extracted from Eric’s diary for the
period September 1978 to December 1983. They complement
and sometimes add to the existing information, and were
made during some 80 visits to the sanctuary.

3/9/1978: Eurasian Coot, Australasian Grebe, Little Black
Cormorant, Black Swan, Pacific Black Duck, Grey Teal,
Hardhead, Whistling Kite, Purple Swamphen, Dusky
Moorhen, Silver Gull, Laughing Dove, Nankeen NightHeron, Australian Pelican (on river), Singing Honeyeater,
Little Corella (presumably), Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo.
24/9: Pallid Cuckoo.
15/11: White-faced Heron, White-necked Heron, Great
Egret, Little Pied Cormorant, Australian Reed-Warbler,
Australian Raven, Mallard derivative.
25/11: Black-winged Stilt, Willie Wagtail, Blue-billed Duck.
2/12: Great Cormorant, Black-tailed Native Hen, Redcapped Parrot, Rainbow Bee-eater, Sacred Kingfisher, Musk
Duck, Australasian Shoveler, Australian White Ibis, Strawnecked Ibis.
1/1/1979: Magpie-lark, Silvereye.
14/1: Pied Cormorant (?).
21/1: Welcome Swallow, Spotted Dove, Black-fronted
Dotterel.
10/2: Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike.
May: Red-capped Plover, Grey Fantail, Australian Magpie,
Little Egret.
10/6: Laughing Kookaburra.
28/7: Brown Honeyeater.
4/8: Grey Butcherbird.
19/8: Freckled Duck.
29/9: Australian Shelduck.
22/10: Brown Bittern (immature Nankeen Night-Heron ?),
Hoary-headed Grebe.
20/12: Australasian Darter, Little Grassbird, Blackshouldered Kite, Peregrine Falcon.
9/2/1980: Nankeen Kestrel.
2/3: Pink-eared Duck, Brown Goshawk.
30/8: Striated Pardalote, Yellow-rumped Thornbill.
2/3/1981: Yellow-billed Spoonbill.
11/10/1982: Swamp Harrier.
30/5/1983: Eastern Osprey (over river).
Absent 1984-1988.
22/8/1989: White-winged Triller, Australasian Pipit.
Birdlist of July 1991: Chestnut Teal, Australian Wood Duck,
Collared Sparrowhawk, Little Eagle, Australian Hobby,
Stubble Quail, Spotted Crake, Red-kneed Dotterel,
Whimbrel, Red-necked Avocet, Australian Ringneck, Galah,
Barn Owl, White-backed Swallow, Rufous Whistler, Rufous
Treecreeper, Mistletoebird, Spotted Pardalote, Western
Wattlebird, White-fronted Chat.
Birdlist of February 1995: Little Bittern, Spotless Crake,
White-winged Fairy-wren (from Murdoch University study).
Birdlist of May 1997: Great Crested Grebe.
Birdlist of December 1998 (Singleton et al. 1998). Buffbanded Rail, Rock Dove, Fan-tailed Cuckoo, Shining
Bronze-Cuckoo, Western Gerygone, Red Wattlebird.
Western Australian Bird Notes

Freckled Duck
19/8/1979: One bird resting on bank.
Black Duck
Only the female accompanies the ducklings.
24/6/1979: Birds in pairs.
19/8/79: Newly hatched brood of nine ducklings, another of
seven.
2/3/1980: Birds are mating.
19/7/80: Birds in pairs and mating.
Grey Teal
Both parents accompany the ducklings.
2/12/1978: Many broods, varying from downy young to
feathered.
24/6/1979: Birds still in flocks.
30/6: Birds still in flocks.
19/8: Newly hatched brood of seven ducklings.
Later clutches of eggs seem larger than earlier clutches.
8/8/1982: Female took over a coot’s nest, laid seven eggs,
and commenced brooding.
5/9/82: Bird still sitting.
15/8: A clutch of seven eggs covered by a rug of down,
woven like a blanket.
Australasian Shoveler
1/1/1979: A pair with two three-quarter grown young.
30/6: Birds are in pairs.
19/8: Birds are in pairs.
10/9: Birds are in pairs.
2/3/1980: Large numbers of birds.
19/7: Birds still in flocks.
Pink-eared Duck
Both parents accompany the ducklings, which stay very close
to the parents, and are therefore difficult to count.
11/10/1982. Newly-hatched brood, shepherded by parents.
Hardhead
Seems to prefer the deeper waters.
July 1977: birds present. December 1977: last sighting of
species.
July 1978: first sighting. November 1978: last sighting of
species.
24/6/1979: Birds in pairs.
10/9/1979: Many birds, much diving and displaying.
21/8/1983: A group of eight; birds not in pairs.
Blue-billed Duck
25/8/1979: A male displaying; tail erect, splashing, circling
and bobbing its head.
19/7/1980: Males displaying; swimming rapidly, throwing
up jets of water. A female repeatedly diving.
21/8/1983: Some birds in pairs.
28/8: A male displaying, some mating taking place.
11/9: Birds in pairs, but no breeding. One male displaying.
6/11/1983: General observation: many young half-grown
ducklings, all mixed together in flocks of 20-30.
Australasian Darter
10/11/1982: Nest built with dead paperbark twigs in dead
paperbark. Two chicks about two weeks old, with black tail
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feathers. Female aggressive, threatening and hissing. Chicks
crouch motionless in the nest when it is approached. They
have creamy-grey down and a dark stripe from the back of
head to the beak, which is quite short. They have black eyes.
Dusky Moorhen
3/9/1978: Birds nesting.
2/11/1980: Some young birds, one nest with 9 eggs, one nest
made from bulrush.
16/11: One chick, has a plaintive long drawn-out call,
distinct from chicks of the Eurasian Coot. One egg yet to
hatch, young in water.
20/9/1981: Newly built nest, no eggs.
18/10: All eggs in nest hatched (100%).
11/10/1982: A nest with 17 eggs.
28/8/1983: Many birds, no nests yet.
19/11: Many nests, some new and unused, but none with
eggs. Has predation been involved?
Eurasian Coot
Coot and moorhen nests are very similar.
3/9/1978: Nesting in progress.
15/11: Nests with eggs, some downy young.
19/11: Downy young, most nests empty, one egg just
hatching. Of eggs in 12 nests only one did not hatch. One
nest had seven eggs.
24/6/1979: Quarrelling over territory?
28/6: Coots and moorhens feeding together, one large flock,
in a ratio of 10 : 1.
30/6: A bird carrying nesting material.
29/9/1979: A clutch of seven eggs. Newly hatched young
with down tipped gold.
28/10: Nests mostly empty. A nest in which nine eggs
hatched has a new egg. A new nest has five eggs. Adult coots
have a distinctive call when with young.
7/9/1980: Many nests, two young chicks.
2/11: Two nests with seven eggs each.
20/9/1981: Eggs in nests.
18/10: All eggs hatched (100%).
8/8/1982: Coot’s nest taken over by a Grey Teal.
28/8: No breeding yet.
5/9: A nest with five eggs.
11/10: A nest with seven eggs, all of which subsequently
hatched.
21/8/1983: Many birds but only one empty nest.
Purple Swamphen
17/12/1978: A juvenile almost fully grown has a downy
head and neck.
28/10/1979: Several new (?) nests, all empty, in the open in
clumps of grass.
7/6/1980: Fighting over territory? Males hold wings high
and from the rear this forms a bell-shape with startling white
under-tail in centre. They present this to the other when
displaying.
Black-winged Stilt
27/1/1980: A pair of Black-winged Stilts had two greyheaded young.
Whistling Kite
3/9/1978, 15/11 1978: One bird on each occasion.
28/6/1979: Carcass of a White-faced Heron in timber –
typical predation by the kite.
6/1/1980: One bird present.
2/3: One bird ‘hovering’ over ducks on water.
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30/3: A bird flying over ducks, but they ignored it. Carcass
of coot on post.
19/7: One bird.
18/10/1981: Two birds. One captured a young duck on the
grass at the water’s edge, took it to paperbarks and
commenced eating it. Other ducks quacked in alarm but did
not take flight.
23/8/1983, 27/12/1983: One bird present each time.
Black-shouldered Kite
20/12/ 1979: Four birds (family group?). 17/7/1982,
5/9/1982, 27/11/1983.
Swamp Harrier
18/11/1982: Dived onto two Pink-eared Ducks, which
escaped by diving under-water.
27/3/1983: One bird present.
Nankeen Night Heron
3/9/1978: Two birds.
14/1/1979: Several immature birds.
18/11: One bird seen.
9/2/1980: Eight birds present.
12/8/1981: One bird seen.
Pallid Cuckoo
24/9/1978: Scarce again this year.
4/8/1979: Heard calling.
19/10/1980: Bird(s) seen.
24/7/1981: Scarce this winter.
25/7/1982: First heard calling this year.
Rainbow Bee-eater
17/2/1980: Ca. 50 birds.
22/2/1981: Great number, but no tail plumes?
Ants
19/7/1980: Paperbarks full of ants isolated by rising waterlevel.
24/7/1982: The nests are infested with ants.
25/7: Laced the swan’s nest with ant bait.
11/9/1983: When the ducks take over the nests the ants have
decreased. Do the ducks wait for the ants to decrease or can
they repel them?
Botulism
Severe outbreaks occur. Species that have been affected and/
or died include Pacific Black Duck, Grey Teal, Australian
Shoveler, Pink-eared Duck, Australasian Grebe, Blackwinged Stilt and White-faced Heron. Western Long-necked
Tortoises are also affected. In May 1988 a range of
waterbirds were affected, and some 60 died.
Tiger Snakes and Dugites occur here, as do Water-rats and
Long-necked Tortoises.
References
Singleton, E., Singleton, P. and Stranger, R.H. (1998). The
birds of the Eric Singleton Sanctuary, Bayswater, Perth,
WA. Western Australian Bird Notes 88, 8-10.
Singleton, E., Singleton, P. and Stranger, R.H. (2002). Wild
ducks breed in an artificial swamp. Western Australian
Bird Notes 104, 14-17.
Singleton, E., Singleton, P., and Stranger, R. (2007). Egglaying in the Blue-billed Duck. Western Australian Bird
Notes 121, 1-2.
Robert H Stranger
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AUSTRALIAN HOBBY BREEDING NOTES

I was staggered to learn that I had had the best opportunity to
add to the known data on this species and it had ended in
Responding to calls for Birds Australia’s Nest Record
disaster. The incubation period was always going to be
Scheme (NRS) to be reinvigorated I have been participating
outside my grasp if the eggs were not fertile, nor had I been
for the past two breeding seasons (2007-2008) during which
so invasive to determine the clutch size let alone the date egg
time I have discovered nests of species that I have not
laying commenced. However, I believe I can add yet another
encountered breeding before. Little of the current information
record that Australian Hobbies do
in the NRS is likely to have been
build their own nests. Had I known
gleaned from the arid zone in the
that records of hobbies building their
Gascoyne region in Western
own nests was unsubstantiated it
Australia, and so I have contributed
could have been possible to get
to the knowledge base that has been
evidence of such on video. This may
built up over many years.
be more difficult to prove after the
event but as the nest was still intact
The Australian Hobby has been one
(with one remaining egg)
species that I had not previously seen
photographs were taken that I believe
nesting but found a pair breeding
show that the nest is not that of a
inland in the tallest branches of a
corvid or larger raptor. When I first
River Gum (Eucalyptus
saw the nest it consisted of sticks
camaldulensis) on the bank of the
laying across and horizontal to the
Gascoyne River in 2007. Due to the
Australian Hobby egg
forked branch on which it was
high nest location there was no
Photo: Les George
constructed and resembled the nest of
chance of recording the laying date,
a heron or egret and contained some
clutch size or duration of incubation.
green sticks. The sticks that made up the nest appeared to be
However it was found to be a successful breeding event and
only from the nest tree, Tamarisk, and some of these sticks
at least one juvenile was seen in the area after fledging.
had leaf fronds intact and retained a green colour even
On 15 September 2008 I was alerted that a pair of hobbies
though by this time dry, as did the gum leaves that lined the
was nesting at the Carnarvon golf course, an area I was
nest. Some Tamarisk fronds also appear to have been used in
already committed to visiting because of other species
the nest lining but fronds also occurred at all levels within the
nesting in the same area, namely Banded Lapwing, Little
nest where green sticks were used. Many sticks were found
Crow and Nankeen Kestrel. The latter two are likely causes
beneath the nest, some of which were also green and if
for low breeding success of Banded Lapwings so the addition
gathered would be more than sufficient to construct another
of a pair of hobbies with young to feed later was not an
nest of this size. When viewed from above the nest clearly
st
altogether welcome thought. On the 21 I found the nest
had a bowl shaped interior rather than a crude platform as
located on a large forked branch within a Tamarisk tree and
constructed by egrets but was not of such depth as nests
only four metres above ground level, a bird flying from the
constructed by crows or the Australian Magpie; nor were the
tree as I neared. On visits on 29 September and 6 October the
sticks intricately woven together as they are by these two
female was seen to be incubating while a visit on 12 October
species.
found the nest unattended. A perfect opportunity to view the
contents but with no means available to do so this did not
The remaining egg was white with very sparse pale buff
occur. Then on the following visit on 19 October a single egg
marks and only on the large end, not ground coloured with
was found broken beneath the nest; the shell remained largely
darker markings or blotches on the ends as most are
intact but was light to pick up, the contents having drained
described. Egg colour can vary quite a lot within a clutch and
into the soil. This surprised me somewhat as I expected there
even more over different areas of the country.
would have been some evidence of a growing embryo, but as
Most data seems to have been collected in the more
there was not I decided the egg must have been ejected as
populated areas of eastern Australia but this example gives
infertile.
credence to the fact that all birdwatchers including amateurs
It is at this point that I wondered what the incubation duration
can add meaningful and important information to the existing
was for this species and to find out I consulted ‘the Bible’,
data of our most renowned ornithologists.
HANZAB (Marchant and Higgins 1993). Skipping a lot of
the information contained in the text I went straight to the
Reference:
section on breeding, to find “Not well known, no detailed
Marchant, S., and Higgins, P. J. (Eds) (1993). ‘Handbook of
studies.” All information under this topic seemed to fit
Australian, New Zealand and Antarctic Birds. Volume 2,
squarely with my limited observations till I reached the title
Raptors to Lapwings.’ (Oxford University Press:
“Nests, Materials. Always use large stick nests of other
Melbourne.)
species, particularly crows and ravens; also Whistling Kite,
Little Eagle, Australian Magpie, even Chestnut-crowned
Les George
Babbler Pomatostomus ruficeps”. A little later “No
acceptable evidence that Hobbies build their own nests ….. in
spite of many vague or generalized statements in the
literature that they do”. The incubation period “not
adequately determined; variously estimated at 28-35 days”.
Western Australian Bird Notes
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BIRD COURSE, NOVEMBER–DECEMBER 2008 —
REPORT ON THE COURSE AND SUMMARY OF
RESULTS

ODD COUPLE
This corella is seen regularly on
the Blackwall Reach walks. It
has been known to Eric Pyatt
for the last 40 years, sharing a
nest hole with a Galah, staying
pretty much in the same
location. Eric has seen them
successfully produce hybrid
progeny in the past.

Each year a group of students, many funded by Birds
Australia WA, come down to Eyre with me for a course on
birds. In 2008 there were eight people taking part, Andrew,
Ben, Bryony, Hana, Jessie, Mark, Monika and Tegan.
Although rainfall for the previous winter was good and many
mallees were in bud, there were few in flower and
honeyeaters were scarcer than in most years. The weather
during the course was windy and often stormy, with
spectacular thunder and lightening at times.

Maris Lauva
Hybrid corella-Galah,
Blackwall Reach
Photo: Maris Lauva

HOODED PLOVER AT
MAZZOLETTI BEACH
Some interesting observations were made at Mazzoletti
Beach where a Hooded Plover’s nest with three eggs was
discovered on 14 December 2008. Mazzoletti Beach is to the
west of Denmark between Parry Inlet and William Bay
National Park.
Life on the beach throws up many challenges for the Hooded
Plover especially in the breeding season. It has to contend
with many known threats such as foxes, feral cats, dogs, fourwheel drive vehicles, quad bikes and all kinds of visitors to
the beach. All pose a threat to the Hooded Plover’s nest and
raising a successful brood.
Just when we thought we were aware of all the threats a new
one arises. Geoff Taylor reported the following incident:
“I am aware of the difficulties Hooded Plovers have to
contend with whilst breeding, but I can’t begin to speculate
the odds of this happening.
It appears a fluorescent tube had been pushed up the beach by
the last high tide with maybe the wind abating and had rolled
over the nest and dislodged one of the eggs!

Our mist netting on the first day was surprisingly fruitful,
despite the wind especially in the eucalypts at sites 4 and 7
near the southern dunes. Mist-netting was intended to give
people close contact with the birds they will be watching
over the rest of the course. In the event we caught 55 birds
from nine species, including a ten year old Silvereye. The
wader count on the beach was interesting with four
transcontinental migrants, Grey Plover (1), Red-necked Stint
(31), Sanderling (1) and Lesser Sand Plover (3). We also saw
Red-capped Plovers (52) (and banded one runner), Pied (24)
and Sooty (3) Oystercatchers, Caspian (2) and Crested (8)
Terns, Pacific Gulls (14), Pied (8) and Little Black (1)
Cormorants, a Grey Teal, a Reef Egret, a Dusky
Woodswallow and five Australasian Pipits. We also found a
beach washed Yellow-nosed Albatross.
Over the years the results of counts of birds on these courses
have given us a long term picture of the changes in bird
numbers around the observatory. In some years there are
many honeyeaters and silvereyes, in others very few. Point
counts are good indicators of these mobile birds. On the other
hand the mapping technique gives good figures for resident,
territorial species, and provides indicators of change in the
abundance of these species.
Here is a summary of the results of the various counts that we
made at Eyre.
Year

2007

2008

Bird

Birds/ha

Birds/ha

Spotted Pardalote

1.21

1.06

Inland Thornbill

4.80

1.59

Weebill

0.53

0.80

White-browed Scrubwren

4.50

6.25

Singing Honeyeater

0.69

0.80

New Holland Honeyeater

8.02

0.56

On the afternoon of the 28th both adults were in attendance,
with one chick huddled in the nest with one egg, which I
assumed to be the one that had been dislodged.

White-eared Honeyeater

0

0.40

Brown Honeyeater

0

1.59

Red Wattlebird

1.60

0.80

On the morning of the 29th December 2008 I observed both
adults again and two runners. No eggs were present.

White-browed Babbler

0

0.27

Grey Shrike Thrush

0.15

0.18

Interestingly I watched an adult this morning carry about a
1/4 of an egg shell down the beach to the water line and
commence to break it up into smaller and smaller pieces”.

Silvereye

7.24

2.79

Grey Butcherbird

0.17

0.23

Grey Currawong

0.35

0.40

I was loath to intervene, but as the tube was right next to the
nest, and a possibility of it rolling back and dislodging the
other two, I thought removing it was the right thing. The
adult was incubating the remaining two eggs.
From the 23rd to 26th December 2008 I observed the one
adult incubating the two remaining eggs.

The dumping of waste into the ocean can have unforeseen
consequences.
Marcus Singor
Vol 129 March 2009

Table 1: Point Counts. Comparing the figures with the
previous year, you can see some consistency in them. For
the Point Counts along the West Track we calculated the
densities of 14 species by graphing and calculation.
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Australian Bird Counts (ABC counts) were made in five
areas – the standard three observatory areas, 1, 2 and 3 and
also areas east and west of the track that runs down to the
beach over the top of the dunes. These last three counts
looked at rehabilitated areas. Some species were seen only in
the undisturbed areas and others only in the rehabilitated
areas.
2008

Standard ABC

Rehabilitated

Brush Bronzewing

0

1(0.25)

Welcome Swallow

4(0.66)

2(0.5)

Grey Shrike-thrush

2(0.33)

2(0.50)

White-browed Babbler

5(0.84)

9(2.25)

Weebill

0

1(0.25)

White-browed Scrubwren

3(0.5)

4(1.00)

Blue-breasted Fairy-wren

3(0.5)

1(0.25)

Spotted Pardalote

2(0.33)

0

Silvereye

7(1.16)

8(2)

Singing Honeyeater

3(0.5)

20(5.00)

New Holland Honeyeater

36(6.00)

9(2.25)

Red Wattlebird

7(1.16)

3(0.75)

Australian Raven

4(0.66)

0

Black-faced Cuckoo Shrike

1(0.16)

1(0.25)

Fan-tailed Cuckoo

2(0.33)

0

Major Mitchell Cockatoo

18(3.00)

0

We opened the nine pit traps for four days, but caught no
reptiles in them. We saw many sand dragons, Ctenophorus
maculatus and several barking geckoes, Underwoodisaurus
millii. We also saw a dugite and a bobtail. On Friday we
found Malleefowl mounds 63, 64 and 65. Mound 65 was
active and contained 5 eggs, as well as evidence of the
hatching of other eggs recently. We visited Burnabbie and
found several birds nesting there, including Rainbow Beeeaters, a Varied Sittella nest and Blue-breasted Fairy-wrens
with recently fledged young.
Stephen Davies

A NEW GEM IN THE SOUTHERN SUBURBS
One member put it to me recently that Wireless Hill was a
place one passed by on the way to Alfred Cove. All that
changed in January with the surprise finding of a male Black
Honeyeater which upon further searching became two males
and two females. This bird had never been seen in the Perth
area before although there were unconfirmed reports of
sightings from near Lancelin and Hovea. As well as this
finding, a family of Tawny-crowned Honeyeaters has been
located here. This is not a common bird away from the Perth
hills area. Since these sightings, Wireless Hill has become a
Mecca for local and interstate birders. Previously, about the
only time that visitors were common was during the short
orchid and wildflower displays in spring. The sight of other
birders was a rare event.

Mapping Results
2007

2008

Birds

Birds/ha

Birds/ha

Spotted Pardalote

0.75

0.11

Inland Thornbill

0.80

0.34

Weebill

1.00

0.17

Blue-breasted Fairy-wren

0.55

0.69

White-browed Scrubwren

1.30

0.97

White-browed Babbler

0.60

0.23

Grey Shrike Thrush

0.30

0.34

Grey Butcherbird

0.15

0

Grey Currawong

0.35

0

Table 3: Mapping. For mapping around the observatory we
got results for seven species.

The densities from Point Counts tend to be higher than those
from mapping, but are more realistic for non-territorial birds
than the mapping figures. They suggest that there were fewer
New Holland Honeyeaters and Red Wattlebirds than last
year, but about the same number of Singing Honeyeaters. In
the rehabilitated areas the Singing Honeyeater was much
more common than the New Holland, but the reverse was
true in the standard, undisturbed ABC areas where there were
proportionately more New Holland Honeyeaters.
The most encouraging aspect of the mapping result was the
slight increase in the density of the Blue-breasted Fairy-wren,
Western Australian Bird Notes

Mist netting: During mist netting we caught 1 Inland
Thornbill, 3 Blue-breasted Fairy-wrens, 5 White-browed
Scrubwrens, 17 New Holland Honeyeaters, 9 Singing
Honeyeaters, 3 Red Wattlebirds, and 17 Silvereyes.
A comparison of all the counting methods showed some
agreement in trends, but usually it is best to compare the
results from a count method with the results for the same
method from a previous year to get an idea of trends for
individual species.

Table 2: Total numbers seen (approximate densities/ha in
brackets).

Year

comparable with the 2001 density. The density of this species
has declined steadily, so any improvement is welcome.

Wireless Hill was last surveyed in 2002/2003 and a total of
35 bird species were found. This survey did not include
overflying birds. Combining these species with my sightings
in the last two years and including overflying birds, this
figure has become 54, a respectable total for a Perth bushland
area. The area of the park is about 35 hectares and a total
count for bushbirds is difficult as walking off tracks is
prohibited. However, large numbers of various species breed
here and can be easily spotted. It is a favourite haunt of
Rainbow Bee-eaters which can be seen from October to
February/March. This season four pairs were breeding and
produced at least eight offspring but in the last week in
January this number increased to 40+ with arrivals,
presumably, from surrounding areas. I am not aware of other
locations in Perth where so many of these spectacular birds
can be seen, at almost any time, busily catching insects. They
seem to be particularly adept at catching dragon flies to feed
to the juveniles perched on branches. Watching them de-sting
bees and wasps is fascinating.
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Western Wattlebirds, which also breed here, are easily found
particularly skulking about in the casuarinas. Depending
upon the flowers available, both White-cheeked and New
Holland Honeyeaters are usually plentiful. The former has a
particular liking for the Woolly Bush and up to 20 can be
found in any one bush. The New Hollands like the Kangaroo
Paws in the spring where they can be seen carefully perching
on the flower stalks. More observations are still needed to
determine if the latter two breed here. I have not been aware
of them doing so but it is probable. Occasionally irruptions of
these birds are seen throughout the year. Red Wattlebirds,
Brown and Singing Honeyeaters as well as Black-faced
Cuckoo-shrikes also breed here.
Several species of raptors frequently patrol the area and the
elusive Painted Button-quail is occasionally seen. The
commonest parrot, apart from the usually overflying
Rainbow Lorikeets, is the Red-capped. The gorgeous Spotted
Pardalotes are sometimes seen in the winter months. As the
hill is between the river, Alfred Cove and Blue Gum and
Booragoon Lakes many waterbirds are continually
overflying. Notwithstanding the aforementioned rarities, this
area is well worth a visit, not just for birders and wild flower
enthusiasts but to enjoy its tranquillity and enjoy the glorious
views of the river and the city.
Alan Galbraith
MIMICRY IN BIRDS
Further to Peter Sandilands’ observation of mimicry in the
Silvereye (WABN 128:12), I would like to add that over the
years I have heard the Silvereye mimic a great range of
species, as diverse as the Australian Ringneck (its “28” call)
and the Grey Butcherbird. When young, Silvereyes would
perch in our lemon tree and mimic the calls of Canaries in
my aviary, and a single Silvereye can even mimic the call of
a flock of Silvereyes in flight.
As noted by Peter, at such times the bird is very relaxed, and
sings quietly, almost in a whisper at times, and I have also
noted similar in the Common Starling and the Redthroat.
But I was interested in Frank O’Connor’s observations of
mimicry in the Inland Thornbill (WABN 115:20), because
though it seems to have the most extensive repertoire of any
Western Australian bird, I have never noted any mimicry in
the species, an assessment also made by Gerlof Mees
(WABN 128:12). And this in spite of my belief that its song
varies with locality and from year to year. Perhaps this will
be proved one day with sonographs.
Another point to note is that the Inland Thornbill delivers its
song quite spiritedly and may be quite animated as it does so.
This is in contrast to the quiet and relaxed behaviour of birds
engaged in mimicry, the only exception I know of being the
Superb Lyrebird, which mostly delivers its mimicry very
loudly and which also is usually very animated as it does so.
Some ornithologists read a lot into avian mimicry, but I
disagree with them. To me, mimicry is mostly just a bird
recounting noises it has heard, and which it has learnt and
can replicate. I was once told of an Australian Magpie
mimicking the neighing of a horse, and the lyrebird’s
mimicry of machines such as chain-saws and modern
Vol 129 March 2009

automatic cameras, must be quite incidental to their
existence.
Perhaps a bird which engages in mimicry is just doing
something similar to birdwatchers who write-up and publish
their observations — bless their hearts!
Robert Stranger

CYGNET RESCUE AT FORRESTDALE LAKE
On 6 January, 13 cygnets and one injured adult Black Swan
at Forrestdale Lake were herded into a catching pen, checked
by vets, and relocated to other wetlands around Perth.
During the week prior to the catch, the last adult Black Swan
had flown off, leaving those cygnets behind that hadn’t
matured enough to fly with them.
With only a few days of surface water left and nightly attacks
from foxes, wildlife officers from the Department of
Environment and Conservation (DEC) and wildlife carer
volunteers proceeded with the plan to rescue them.
On that morning about 75 people working together formed a
kilometre-wide arc across the lake and gently drove the
cygnets into a hessian-lined catching pen built within the
typha bordering the lake.
The planning for the rescue started last year when the
previous season’s cygnets died because action wasn’t
organised soon enough to save them.
Since June last year, the cygnets were monitored weekly and,
with a cooler, wetter November than normal, most of the
160+ cygnets that hatched at Forrestdale Lake were able to
fly away naturally because the lake held water for that extra
time.
This was considered by all involved to be a very successful
rescue effort and it may become an annual procedure for
Forrestdale Lake and other wetlands, as our wetlands no
longer achieve the normal depth in winter and consequently
dry out too soon in summer.
David James

IT’S A JUNGLE
When walking along the path at the Eric Singleton Bird
Sanctuary Maureen and I, accompanied by John Litherland,
noticed a Eurasian Coot, tentatively poking at a bundle of
feathers whilst making sad squeaking noises. On closer
inspection the bundle turned out to be the inert body of a
young coot which it was trying to rouse. After a couple of
minutes the adult bird moved away, still making plaintive
squeaks, whereupon a long-necked turtle grabbed the body
and dragged it to a root tangle, where it wedged the body
ready for lunch. We could only presume that the turtle had
pulled the chick under water and drowned it. We hadn’t
realised that turtles were meat eaters.
Ted Cawley
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BIRDS AUSTRALIA WESTERN AUSTRALIA GROUP
Is offering postgraduate student sponsorship to facilitate the participation of Western Australian
students in the Australasian Ornithological Conference 2009
Venue: Armidale, NSW
Date: 30 November – 4th December 2009
th

Sponsorships of $500 are offered and will be allocated on the basis of the merit, quality and
relevance of the applicant’s research.

Applicants are asked to:

•
•
•

Submit 500 words outlining their work and detailing the stage they have reached
Submit an abstract of not more than 250 words for the paper they propose to present to the AOC2009
The above to reach Birds Australia Western Australia by 30th June 2009

Successful applicants will be notified by email or post by the 31st July 2009 and a cheque for $500 will be
forwarded.
A panel of scientists and representatives from Birds Australia Western Australia will review the applications
and decide on who is to receive these.
The conditions for this assistance are that applicants:

•
•
•
•
•

Are enrolled for a postgraduate degree that is relevant to ornithology
Are resident in Western Australia
Have registered to attend the AOC2009 for at least one day
Are prepared to present a paper at this conference
Have not received any other subsidy or grant to attend the AOC2009

Application form can be downloaded from the Birds Australia website under Birds Australia Western
Australia in the Regional Groups section:
www.birdsaustralia.com.au
Any questions in relation to this should be sent by email to suzannemather@bigpond.com.

DAFWA Starling Search Cancelled
The previously advertised Dept Agriculture and Food Starling search campout planned for April/May 2009 at
Hopetoun/Jerdacuttup area has been cancelled due to budget changes. We would like to thank those that offered their services and expertise and apologise for any inconvenience and disappoint this may have caused.
We appreciate BAWA members’ enthusiasm and interest in the Starling Management program which is progressing well with in excess of 50 birds shot this breeding season. It is anticipated there will be further opportunities
for BAWA members to assist us in the Starling program in the future.
Garry Gray
Technical Officer, Dept Agriculture and Food
ggray@agric.wa.gov.au
Western Australian Bird Notes
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BEGINNERS’ CLASSES – PRESENTED BY THE
BAWA COMMUNITY EDUCATION COMMITTEE

BEGINNERS’ CLASSES – PRESENTED BY THE
BAWA COMMUNITY EDUCATION COMMITTEE

AT COCKBURN WETLANDS EDUCATION
CENTRE

AT CANNING RIVER ECO EDUCATION CENTRE

Bird Identification Workshops –
The Wonder of Birds

Bird Identification Workshops –
The Wonder of Birds

Sat Mar 28th – Part 1. Bird Seminar for
Beginners

Sat Apr 18th – Part 1. Bird Seminar for
Beginners

Presentation– “The Wonder of Birds” followed by talks
covering all the basic knowledge items, including bird
identification, field guides, binoculars, common terms and
jizz. This is a great way to start bird watching. Learn to
identify the birds in your garden or revise your own
knowledge. Bird watching is a wonderful fascinating
hobby.

Presentation– “The Wonder of Birds” followed by talks
covering all the basic knowledge items, including bird
identification, field guides, binoculars, common terms and
jizz. This is a great way to start bird watching. Learn to
identify the birds in your garden or revise your own
knowledge. Bird watching is a wonderful fascinating
hobby.

TIME: Registration 8.45am. Program 9.00am – 12.30pm

TIME: Registration 8.45am. Program 9.00am – 12.30pm

VENUE: Cockburn Wetlands, 184 Hope Rd, Bibra Lake
WA 6163

VENUE: Canning River Eco Education Centre — off Kent
Rd, Wilson.
Canning River Regional Park

COST: $10 per class. Includes morning tea

COST: $10 per class. Includes morning tea

Sat Apr 4th - Part 2. Bird Seminar on Bird
Identification, What is that Bird?

Sat Apr 4th - Part 2. Bird Seminar on Bird
Identification, What is that Bird?

Presentation on Bushbirds and Waterbirds

Presentation on Bushbirds and Waterbirds

This seminar in our bird series will assist with the
identification of bush and water bird species. There will be
a presentation followed by a field walk. Binoculars will be
available to borrow.

This seminar in our bird series will assist with the
identification of bush and water bird species. There will be
a presentation followed by a field walk. Binoculars will be
available to borrow.

TIME: Registration. 8.45am. Program 9.00am – 12.30pm

TIME: Registration. 8.45am. Program 9.00am – 12.30pm

VENUE: Cockburn Wetlands, 184 Hope Rd, Bibra Lake,
WA 6163

VENUE: Canning River Eco Education Centre, - off Kent
Rd, Wilson.
Canning River Regional Park

COST: $10 per class. Includes morning tea.

COST: $10 per class. Includes morning tea
Bird guides and cards will be available to buy.

Bird guides and cards will be available to buy.

BOOKING: phone Cockburn Wetlands on
9417 8460
or email: wetlands@iinet.net.au

BOOKING – phone Tanya: 9461 7160
or email: tporter@canning.wa.gov.au
STATE YOUR NAME, A CONTACT NUMBER AND
THE DATE OF THE SESSIONS YOU WISH TO
ATTEND.

STATE YOUR NAME, A CONTACT NUMBER AND
THE DATE OF THE SESSIONS YOU WISH TO
ATTEND.

Excursion reports
– Note to contributors
The editors request that the excursion reports be limited to 100 words as we try to limit the size of WABN to 36
pages, thus eliminating extra postal costs. The important features of excursion reports are: particular features of
the site in relation to birds, the number of species recorded, any unusual sightings (species or high numbers),
breeding records (with details) and the number of attendees.
The Editors
Vol 129 March 2009
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ADVANCED BIRD SEMINAR–
SEMINAR– PRESENTED BY
THE BAWA COMMUNITY EDUCATION
COMMITTEE

RED-TAILED BLACK-COCKATOOS
AROUND PERTH

AT WA ECO CENTRE, FLOREAT

As per your requests from our evaluation sheets at last
year’s seminar we are repeating the Bird ID on waders and
shorebirds with more in depth ID information. Your second
request was for honeyeaters and terns. See below for dates
and details.
Sat June 27th – A full morning of Bird ID and
ecology on waders and shorebirds
Sun June28th – Bird ID on honeyeaters and terns
TIME: 9.00am – 12.30pm
VENUE: WA ECO CENTRE, 167 Perry Lakes Drive,
Floreat, WA 6014

The WA Museum is seeing red — Red-tailed BlackCockatoos! Recent extensive movements of the Forest
Red-tail Calyptorhynchus banksii naso have been
observed around the Perth metropolitan area since the
beginning of the 2008/09 summer season. The
movement of the cockatoos from the Darling Range onto
the Swan Coastal Plain has increased greatly over the
last few years, both in the numbers of birds involved
and their distribution on the plain. In the metropolitan
area the movements appeared to be localised to
Kewdale, Queens Park, Canning, Willetton and
surrounding areas. More recent observations suggest
that the birds are increasing their distribution west and
north, with sightings during December and January
reported from Bayswater, Ascot, Kings Park, Jandakot,
Herdsman and City Beach. The occurrence of Red-tails
in and around the Kewdale and Kensington areas is
noticeably more frequent and regular than recorded in
previous years.
The WA Museum would appreciate any observations of
Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos in the southwest, in
particular the Perth metropolitan area and Swan Coastal
Plain. Please record the following details:

COST: $12.00 PER CLASS, Includes morning tea.
BOOKING: Birds Australia WA office
Tel: 9383 7749
or Email: mail@birdswa.com.au

number of birds
date and time
location
behaviour (i.e. feeding) and direction travelling
were red tail feathers observed?

Change of email address
Please note that Sue Mather, our Co-Editor,
has a new email address:
suzannemather@bigpond.com

Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos can be distinguished from
the locally more common Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo by
their overall larger size, bill and crest, and slower,
deeper flight. Females and juveniles are speckled with
yellow and orange, and bright orange barred tail. The
males are solid glossy black with fiery-red bands on the
tail. They do not have a conspicuous cheek patch. The
call is a rolling “kar-raack”.
Visit www.museum.wa.gov.au/cockatoocare for more
information. To report sightings or request a copy of
sighting record forms, please contact the Ornithology
Department at the WA Museum on 08 9212 3700 or
claire.stevenson@museum.wa.gov.au.

Editors’ note: If you observe Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos in a
particularly unusual location, or have extensive observations
from a particular locality, or notes on feeding on the Swan
Coastal Plain, consider also writing a paragraph or two for
WABN, as this will be of interest to other members.

The fifth biennial Australasian Ornithological
Conference will be held in Armidale, NSW, from 30
November to 4 December 2009 inclusive.
The Conference will consist of four days of spoken
and written presentations and Wednesday 2
December will be devoted to local tours.
The Conference is presented jointly by Birds Australia
and the Ornithological Society of New Zealand.
For further information contact:

Andrew Ley: ph: 02 6772 5358
email: aley@nsw.chariot.net.au
Western Australian Bird Notes

Yes, I love you but why make it up here?
Cartoon: Penny Towells
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Canning River Regional Park Volunteers

STIRLING RANGE RETREAT
Spring 2009 program
I am looking for volunteers who would like to provide
their services as Guides to conduct Bird Walks at the
Stirling Range Retreat during the Spring 2009
season, September through 31st October. An early
expression of interest would be appreciated as I will
be overseas for the whole of March and half of May.
The activities that the guides are responsible for are:
1. To conduct walks offered at 8am and 3pm daily
each week
2. To provide interpretive slide evenings 4 times a
week

Canning River Regional Park Volunteers (CRRPV) is a
small group which works on a number of sites within
the Canning River Regional Park. One of their projects
is to carry out two bird surveys each year, covering
several different routes simultaneously. The dates for
this year’s surveys are April 5 and Nov 1.
As the group has limited expertise, we would love some
help to cover one or more of the routes. This entails a 2
½ hour walk along a defined route, recording species
and numbers of birds seen. Results are traditionally
shared over morning tea at the conclusion of the
surveys. One of the routes is very similar to that
covered by the regular BAWA excursions to Canning
River Regional Park.
If you are interested, please contact Pam Agar on 9457
2292 or email admin@canningriver.org.au.

In 2009 the arrangements are that self sufficient
guides — that is, caravanners and campers — will
be provided a powered site at no cost. Otherwise,
guides will be offered accommodation at 50% of
the tariff. Additionally, BAWA will now receive
100% of the takings from the walks and slide
shows.
This has been, and will continue to be, an excellent
opportunity for BAWA volunteers to generate funds
for the organisation while having the opportunity to
meet birders from around the world, to help stimulate
an interest in birds in people who haven’t yet ‘got it’,
and to take advantage of an enjoyable week in a
very scenic part of the state.

ESPERANCE – MARCH 6, 7, 8
BAWA will be taking an active part in this year’s
Festival of the Wind in Esperance, with bird
identification classes and bird walks around Lake
Windabout planned for the 7th and 8th of March.

If you are interested in being a guide, or in getting
more information, please contact Clive Nealon using

BAWA’s Brice Wells/Frank O’Connor/Rod Smith/Elsa
Dabbs will be running the ID classes at the St John
Ambulance Centre, while a stall will be manned at the
Festival venue.

clivenealon@bigpond.com
or by phone on 9448 5921.

The Ambulance Centre is a stone’s throw away from
the main Festival venue in the Museum Park, so you
will be close to the action.
On Sunday the 8th, an early morning walk will be held
at the Kepwari Trail (Lake Windabout) on the edge of
town. This trail leads to two hides that have been
specially designed for viewing waterbirds on the
RAMSAR-listed Lake Warden wetlands. The walk will
be followed by a brunch on the lake and the opening
of site-specific artworks being created along the
Kepwari Trail.

GARDEN WEEK, APRIL 16TH – 21ST

For regular updates on timing, bookings and venue
directions please check the Festival of the Wind
website: www.festivalofthewind.org.au. Further details
will be also publicised in the BAWA e-news.

The Town of Cambridge has again invited Birds
Australia WA to participate in GARDEN WEEK in
the park near Perry Lakes. The Community
Education Committee will be organising the event.
Many members graciously offered their help last
year and if you can spare a morning, afternoon or a
couple of hours to man the trading table, selling
cards, books and talking to people, please contact:

School visits prior to 7th March

•

BAWA display in the Museum

•

Bird ID workshop on Saturday 7
afternoon at the St John Ambulance sub
centre, 54-56 Windich St

•

Birds walk on Sunday 8 at 8:00am
followed by a brunch at Lake Windabout

Enquiries: Sue Mather 9389 6416

Jim Langford at the BAWA office, on 9383 7749

email: suzannemather@bigpond.com

or email mail@birdswa.com.au.
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Rangelands surveys
Australasian Wader
Studies Group
North-west Australia Wader
and Tern Expedition 2009
31st October to 21st November
2009
A series of special expeditions has taken
place over the years to undertake
comprehensive long-term studies of
waders and terns in north-western
Australia. Specific objectives of the 2009
expedition are to
* obtain an estimate of the relative
breeding success in the 2009 Arctic
breeding season of all the main
species of migratory waders by
measuring the proportion of
juveniles in catches
* catch additional samples of species
which are less frequently caught in
NW Australia, e.g. Black-tailed
Godwit, Whimbrel, Grey Plover,
Greenshank, Oriental Plover, Eastern
Curlew, Little Curlew, Oriental
Pratincole

This year’s Rangelands Surveys will be held from 12
to 25 July. The locations have not yet been finalised.
For a lively account of last year’s surveys by Stella
Stuart-Wynne see the December 2008 issue of
Western Australian Bird Notes, pages 23-24.
Participants will require 4WD vehicles and need to be
self-sufficient. We expect to be moving campsites
once, and depending on their locations it may be
possible to acquire additional supplies on the moving
day.
The organised birding follows a rigid survey
methodology which means that we do not always bird
in the best locations on the stations being surveyed.
Social interaction at lunchtimes and the evenings is
encouraged.
To register your interest in attending this year’s
surveys please contact a member of the organising
committee. They are:
Alyson & Ed Paull (9299 6283)
Pam and George Agar (9457 2292)
Ruth and John Luyer (9384 2098)
Further details will be sent to you as they become
available.
John Luyer

* continue the program of putting
individually lettered/numbered
yellow leg flags on all the main
medium/large migratory wader
species caught at Broome, to
facilitate the collection and
calculation of survival rate data in
the future.

Mistletoebird/Silverye study
Kathryn Napier is a PhD student at Murdoch
University who will be studying the digestive
physiology of Mistletoebirds and Silvereyes.
The birds will be mist-netted at various
locations (< 3 hours drive from Murdoch) with
the approval of DEC, but she needs help in
identifying where these birds may be found.

In addition, the annual MYSMA
(Monitoring Yellow Sea Migrants in
Australia) population monitoring counts
will take place at 80 Mile Beach and
Roebuck Bay just before the main
expedition.
To register your interest, contact
one of the leaders:

Also if you know where there are patches of
flowering and fruiting mistletoe so fruit and
nectar can be collected could you please send
her the location details.

Clive Minton, 165 Dalgetty Road,
Beaumaris
VIC 3193.
Phone (03) 9589 4901
or email mintons@ozemail.com.au

If anyone spots a Mistletoebird or Silvereye, or
patches of mistletoe, could they please contact:
Kathryn Napier (K.Napier@murdoch.edu.au,
tel: 9360 2118)

Chris Hassell, PO Box 3089, Broome
WA 6725
Phone (08) 9192 8585
or email turnstone@wn.com.au

with the location and date of the sighting.
Thank you!

Western Australian Bird Notes
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NEW MEMBERS
The following people joined Birds Australia between 1
November 2008 and 31 January 2009. We look
forward to meeting you at our excursions and general
meetings:
ENV Australia, I Abbott, Mr & Mrs Alexander,
B Bickell, D Bowes, R Cotton, D Curl, H de Jong,
J Forster, Mr & Mrs P Foss, C Glauerdt, V & R
Harvey, S Hicks, D Johnson, J Kaub, B Knott,
V Laurie, A Monger, M Nairn, S Norman-Brown,
S Nottle, D O'Driscoll, L Ovenden, N Prefumo,
F Rieben, N Sherrard, L Shorthouse, Mr & Mrs
R Spencer, S Terpstra, A Throne, M Wampler &
D Roberts, H Williams

Only $1.00 each including
envelope!
Contact the BAWA office on
(08) 9383 7749
or email:
mail@birdswa.com.au

Many more to choose from!

Country groups

ALBANY BIRD GROUP
November 2008 outing
A very dull, miserable day, with drizzle on and off when 13
of us went to Twin Creeks at the Porongurups. We managed
quite good walks. A few bush birds were seen, including
eight different parrots. Good views of Western Yellow and
Scarlet Robins, Varied Sittellas and a White-winged
Triller. A White-necked Heron was also seen, not very
common around this area. The final count was 47.
Liz and Charlie Davies
December 2008 outing, Torbay area
After endless weeks of rain, we started a very pleasant
morning at Lake Powell where we were surprised to find that
water levels were actually quite low. Waterfowl numbers
were good, but most birds decided to stay at the far end of the
lake making it difficult to get better views. However, we
couldn't complain about the close-up views some of us had of
a juvenile White-bellied Sea-Eagle as the bird was flushed en
Vol 129 March 2009

route to the bird hide. By the time we reached Torbay our
numbers had swelled to 25, proof that the annual Christmas
lunch is always a drawcard. Only a few in the group saw the
Nankeen Night Heron, but all of us enjoyed good views of
the many bush birds found in the vicinity of Torbay Hall. Our
tally for the day was 54 species.
Anne Bondin
January 2009 outing
Twenty-three of us met at the boat harbour at Emu Point. We
had an excellent day watching shorebirds in Oyster
Harbour. The Kalgan Estuary was particularly good, with
sightings of Bar-tailed Godwit, Common Greenshank, Greytailed Tattler, Greater Sand Plover, Grey Plover, and
others. We had lunch at the Lower King Bridge, watched by
the resident Australian Hobby. We recorded 55 species
altogether.
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FORRESTDALE LAKE, 25 October 2008
Twenty people met at Moore Street to observe the lake from
the limestone viewing point. Besides the regular species, we
saw more than 100 cygnets, plus six Eastern Great Egrets and
five raptor species.
We then walked along the banksia woodland trail to the east
side of the lake. Interesting birds seen were Red-tailed BlackCockatoo, Splendid Fairy-wren and Scarlet Robin.
Collecting our vehicles, we proceeded to the nearby, and
privately owned, Stirling Road swamp, which we observed
from the roadside. Here we saw ten waterbird species, the
feature being eight White-necked Herons.
Our morning walk at Forrestdale Lake produced 50 species,
of which 36 were bushbirds.
David James

Spoonbill, several Western Yellow Robins, a couple of Little
Grassbirds and several White-fronted Chats, but we dipped
out on the Crested Shrike-Tit, the Dodo and the Shoe-billed
Stork. An avifaunal highlight of the weekend was the number
of sightings of various small parrots, including Western
Rosellas, Purple-crowned Lorikeets, Elegant, Regent, Redcapped and Australian Ringneck Parrots. Most interesting of
all, however, was the chance for close observation of the
active nests of 14 species, ranging in size from the very small
nests of the Jacky Winter, Inland and Yellow-rumped
Thornbills, the domed nests of Western Gerygone, Rufous
and Golden Whistlers and the floating nests of Australasian
Grebes, to the very large nests of the Brown Goshawk and
the Wedge-tailed Eagle.
Special thanks go out to our two Eminent Guides, for making
the campout a major success, firstly to EG-BBWWB-W
(Wayne Zadoe), for his efforts to note the locations of so
many active nests, and also to EG-BBWWB-D (David
Secomb), who shared his collection of bird-call recordings
during the first evening.

COLLINS ROAD, 2 November 2008
Eighteen ‘old’ and one new member attended the November
excursion in Flint State Forest. Forty species were recorded,
including two that were new to the list — Regent Parrot and
Southern Boobook. Nests of Dusky Woodswallows and
Blue-breasted Fairy-wrens were observed, Western Yellow
Robins and Rufous Treecreepers were feeding fledglings and,
from their behaviour, Crested Shrike-tits and Purple-crowned
Lorikeets were also breeding.
Michael and Lesley Brooker

CHERRY TREE POOL CAMPOUT,
7–9 November 2008
Thirty members of the Brethren of Bird Watchers–Western
Branch (BBWWB) attended this campout. The Cherry Trees
are actually Quandongs (Santalum acuminatum), abundant in
the area and in ripe fruit during our stay. Most BBWWBs
stayed at the former youth camp, which provided power,
water and in-door shelter to campers, caravanners and
swaggers. A number of BBWWBs took advantage of local
farm stays and B&B accommodation (the BBWWBEs for
BBWWB Elite). One member of the BBWWBEs (who will
be referred to as BBWWBE-M to protect Mike’s identity)
actually showed up at Cherry Tree Pool a week early, only to
find a group of gun-toting skeet shooters in attendance. All
was not lost, however, as BBWWBE-M added the Kojonup
Clay Pigeon to his Life List.
Rambles through Wandoo woodland habitats of the Bird
Wood Nature Reserve, a newly-purchased Australian
Heritage Bush Reserve and Lake Towerinning revealed 104
species. Notable sightings included a flock of Varied
Sittellas, a Collared Sparrowhawk, a Yellow-billed
Western Australian Bird Notes

David T Bell
BBWWB-VC, Volunteer Chronicler

CARNARVON SHOREBIRDS SURVEY,
9–14 November 2008
Les George, with 12 BAWA members surveyed the
Carnarvon region as part of an inaugural DEC sponsored
Shorebirds 2020 survey. What a delight to be taken to the
local hot spots such as the Desk/Chair Claypan off the
rubbish tip road, Chinamans’s Pool where up to 80 Backfronted Dotterels were seen daily and the fishing boat
harbour where a flock of Grey-tailed Tattlers roosted
regularly. We found a large colony of Eastern Great Egrets at
the Miynoolla creek mudflats.
There was much excitement at the harbour mud flats when
daily over 1000 birds were identified including four banded
birds, three Bar-tailed Godwits from China and a Red Knot
from Victoria.
Windy weather was a blessing for keeping the sand flies and
mosquitoes away. It did prove to be a problem with some of
the birding, especially around the river mouth where one day
there were thousands and the next day only a few birds, but
the Terek Sandpipers were clearly visible on the three days
we visited.
The overall tally was in excess of 2000 shorebirds with a
total of 135 bird species identified during the five days in the
region. Raptors were particularly well represented with nine
species identified including a breeding pair of Black Kites.
Special thanks go to DEC and BAWA for their support and
likewise to Bill Rutherford and Les George for their expertise
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Fairy-wrens feeding their three young, our first breeding
record for the day.

and enthusiasm. We all had a wonderful time and look
forward to returning in 2009.
Lorraine Marshall

BLACKBOY RIDGE, CHITTERING,
16 November 2008
A group of 19 people were greeted by a flock of 70–100
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos feeding just across the road. This
site was surveyed regularly in 2005 as part of the Perth
Biodiversity Project (PBP). For most
the highlight was two male Splendid
Fairy-wrens, both in full colour, in
the company of three uncoloured
fairy-wrens, along the west
boundary. The Red-capped Parrot
was easily seen, and Australian
White and Straw-necked Ibis,
Western Corella, Fan-tailed Cuckoo,
White-winged Triller, Welcome
Swallow and Rufous Songlark were
added to the PBP list. The total
species was 34.

Moving on, we heard the call of a Shining Bronze-Cuckoo
and then here was a pair of Yellow-rumped Thornbills
feeding a young cuckoo. The general consensus was that it
had just enough colour to be able to say that it was a Shining
Bronze-Cuckoo also, another breeding record.
Our resident Tawny Frogmouth was waiting for us, but its
partner couldn’t be found.
The Rainbow Bee-eaters were busy and watching us with
food in their bills. We soon found
two nests in the ground and so moved
away to let them feed their young.
Thirty eight birds were seen
Sue Keogh

Collected spinifex seed (see Eyre Bird

PS: On returning to Bull Creek a few
days later, I checked on our Tawny
Frogmouth and here was the bird
sitting on a nest! How could 27 of us
stand watching and photographing it
and not notice the other bird on the
nest?

Most of the group drove on to
Observatory report).
Spoonbill Reserve. The revegetated
Sue
Photo: Pam Agar
area on the south side provided our
only honeyeaters for the morning.
Thirty two species in three quarters
of an hour was satisfying and included Square-tailed Kite and
WATERFORD, 11 December 2008
Rainbow Bee-eater.
Sixteen people joined us for the Waterford walk on 11
Pam Agar December. We welcomed two visitors from nearby Manning
and a young woman biologist who has recently arrived in
Western Australia from Germany.
The first highlight was two Willie Wagtails feeding three
young in a beautifully built nest. After that, sightings were
frequent with four different honeyeaters (Singing, Brown,
New Holland and White-cheeked) and various ducks. Longbilled Corellas and a Sacred Kingfisher were new to the area.

CANNING RIVER REGIONAL PARK,
30 November 2008
Thirty-three members and guests covered the usual Loop
Walk from Kent Street Weir in perfect weather.
Several Sacred Kingfishers, Australasian Grebes with young
and a nest near Greenfield Street Bridge and Black-fronted
Dotterels with a tiny chick at Bebington Park Drainage
Nutrient Program site were among the highlights.
A late morning extension to Wilson Lake (Lagoon) added
several species and more highlights, including Eurasian
Coots with downy, red-headed young, five juvenile Black
Swans with their parents and a Purple Swamphen sitting on a
nest. Good views of a Spotless Crake here topped off the
morning. The total species list for the morning was 63.
George and Pam Agar

Another highlight was an Eastern Osprey perched above its
nest surveying the Canning River. Back through Bodkin Park
we found several more species including a nesting Eurasian
Coot as well as a fledged family of Eurasian Coots. In all we
had five breeding records (Australian Magpies, Red
Wattlebirds, Black-faced Cuckoo-Shrikes, Willie Wagtails
and Eurasian Coots). Forty species were sighted.
A small group of enthusiasts moved on to Salter Point where
an additional six species were sighted: Rainbow Bee-eater,
Common Greenshank, Crested and Caspian Terns, Grey Teal
and a Great Cormorant.
Barry and Molly Angus

BULL CREEK WETLANDS, 5 December 2008
The morning was pleasantly cool at 7:30 am where 27
members and visitors met for a leisurely walk along Bull
Creek. Our first special viewing was of a family of Splendid
Vol 129 March 2009

THOMSONS LAKE, 28 December 2008
After a 7:30 am start, 32 people arrived at the shore line to
find a Red-kneed Dotterel, a first for many people. A White-

Page 24

Western Australian Bird Notes

Excursion reports, ctd

necked Heron, Glossy Ibis and Yellow-billed Spoonbills
were nice sightings along with the usual array of cormorants
and ducks. Those prepared to wade in 10 cm of water had
good views of both the Spotted and Spotless Crakes. We
counted 1500–2000 Black-winged Stilt and not a Banded
Stilt amongst them!
Six species of raptor were seen including Square-tailed Kite,
Brown Goshawk and Little Eagle. The bushbirds were not
numerous but there was a good variety including a Sacred
Kingfisher taking food to young. A total of 67 species was
seen.
Some members went onto Forrestdale Lake where a Pectoral
Sandpiper and Gull-billed Tern were seen. A plover created
much discussion regarding its identity and we eventually
settled on Pacific Golden Plover.
Sue Abbotts

THE SPECTACLES, 10 January 2009
After a muddled start because of the closure of Wellard
Wetlands, 23 members and guests joined us for a very
interesting walk. The site is recovering well after the dreadful
fire and the hide is being repaired. There was a good variety
of birds, though perhaps not the numbers yet. Good views
were had of Grey Currawong, Scarlet and Red-capped
Robins and Rainbow Bee-eaters. Flocks of White and Strawnecked Ibis soared overhead as flocks of Silvereye hunted
through the gum trees. A total of 47 species was seen, which
seemed like a good total.
Thanks to Charles and Paul for their contribution to an
enjoyable outing.
Maureen and Ted Cawley
CLARKSON RESERVE, MAYLANDS, 15 January
Despite the forecast of a hot day, 12 people gathered for the
first BAWA excursion at Clarkson Reserve. A strong breeze
kept temperatures down, but may also have kept the number
of small bushbirds down. It did not deter a family of
Mistletoebirds, however, who put on a good show. Other
highlights included a Buff-banded Rail, good views of
Rainbow Bee-eaters with nests and a small group of Redtailed Black-Cockatoos across the river. Several Little
Grassbirds were also present in the salt marsh, but getting a
look at them proved a challenge. A last minute
sighting of two Australian Hobbies brought
the final tally to a solid 39 species.

and behaviours of the birds. Yellow-billed Spoonbills,
Australian White Ibis and Straw-necked Ibis were in the area.
The lake’s water level is still high, with much of the typha
dead or cut in the centre. We searched for waders in this area
and were rewarded with Black-fronted Dotterel and a Sharptailed Sandpiper.
We saw nine duck species. The Blue-billed Ducks were
breeding. No Freckled Ducks were seen despite a diligent
search. Great-crested Grebe young were seen riding on their
parents’ backs. The constant “cheep” of the young included
Australasian Grebe.
The highlight of the walk was two Buff-banded Rails at the
western end of the lake. One of the birds climbed a low
melaleuca tree and then chased a fallen frog to the ground
and reportedly “stomped” on it. It was passed to the other
bird which emerged from the long grass. Shortly afterwards a
bird rushed up the tree again and this time the frog was
larger. This was also passed to the other bird eventually.
Some more energetic birdos went to the dredger “rookery”
where Great Cormorants and Darters were seen. They also
found Australian Pipits in this area.
Thank you all for making it such an enjoyable walk.
Claire Gerrish
WOODMAN’S POINT, COCKBURN, 24 January
On a warm and fine morning 20 birders visited Woodman’s
Point at low tide and a flat ocean. A total of 34 species were
recorded with highlights a Bar-tail Godwit and a Great Knot.
Caspian, Crested and Fairy Terns together with Ruddy
Turnstones, Red-capped and Grey Plovers gave us all good
views enabling newer members to note the differences.
Shorebirds on the second half of the walk were disturbed by
several kite-surfers driving up and down the beach in fourwheel drive vehicles.
Robyn Pickering

KALGAN RIVER CAMPOUT, 24–26 January
Finally, after years of trying, we broke Clive Napier’s back
with a total 51 participants. In spite of this he still managed to
give us an interesting campout due to the enthusiasm and
expert assistance of Ann Bondin and Ray Garstone.

John Graff

HERDSMAN’S LAKE, 18 January
Thirty birdwatchers gathered at the lake for a
0730 start. Nankeen Night Herons were
common sightings around the lake. Over 30
Eastern Great Egrets and Little Egrets were
seen. It was helpful to see the different sizes
Western Australian Bird Notes

Pied Heron
Drawing: Penny Towells
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Saturday we started off at Corakri cottages and
split into two groups. The first group went on
the Luke Penn walk which goes along the
Kalgan River bank and the second group went
on the Prideau Road walk which included a
sighting of the Owlet Nightjar (which Ray had
carefully placed) and a good selection of other
bushbirds. We swapped walks at morning tea.
In the afternoon we all went to the Kalgan
river flats where we got our first go at the
waders, mainly knots and stints. At the jetty
we all had a good look at a Little Egret.
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Sunday morning we again split into two groups. One group
drove north to Kambellup which is one of the locals’
favourite bush sites. There was a good stop at a large dam
just off the Chester Pass Road that boosted the number of
waterbirds. The other group went to Torbay Hall where there
is a beautiful bush walk that always yields a good selection of
birds. Lunch time we all met at Rushy Point to look at the
waders which were mainly Great Knots and Red-necked Stint
but there were also Ruddy Turnstone and a few others with
our first sighting of Black Swans on this trip. There was an
Australia Day BBQ in the evening.

Monday we were out at 8am for a split walk around the
harbour side of Mt Clarence below the road and Lake
Seppings. Here we found Brush Bronzewings and Red-eared
Firetails as well as enjoying the lovely views over King
Georges Sound. The walk around Lake Seppings gave us a
very good look at a Red-winged Fairy-wren, a Masked
Lapwing and a young Swamp Harrier. That evening at bird
call the total was an impressive 146 species.
Dave Ballard

Observatory reports
EYRE BIRD OBSERVATORY

Eyre Bird Observatory Report

Eyre has been capably looked after by
Beverley and John O’Brien for the past
seven months. Committee and Friends
thank them for their contribution in
keeping the Eyre Bird Observatory running
as well as it is. Without our dedicated volunteers, Eyre
would not be able to function. Besides the bird work and
caring for visitors, the observatory makes three reports
each day to the Bureau of Meteorology. Eyre is often on
the weather news in the evening being the hottest, coldest
or wettest in Western Australia. Sometimes other events
take our attention such as
whales and tuna tracking devices
that wash up on the beach.
Malleefowl and Major Mitchell’s
Cockatoos are always in the
forefront.

October, November and December – John and Beverley
O’Brien – Caretakers

The Committee is constantly
looking for new caretakers to
continue the operation of the
observatory. These are voluntary
positions often taken by retirees
as there are no costs involved.
Free accommodation and food
are our contribution to the
volunteers. If you have been
thinking or talking about
volunteering, please do it now as
we need caretakers to start in
May. The current financial
problems make caretaking a
good option for retirees.

On October 2 we were driving along the Eyre Highway
when we spotted a Ground Cuckoo-shrike Coracina
maxima, and we followed it into a roadside stop where it
met up with its mate on a nest. The nest was soft and
bowl shaped, looking way too
small for the bird, and placed in a
horizontal fork of a mallee. The
following week we stopped in to
see how they were progressing.
They had abandoned the nest
and it was destroyed. It was not
till two weeks later when we
saw two mature birds and one
juvenile across the highway that
we hoped maybe one had
survived.

Peter Brown from Arubiddy Station and
Stephen Davies
Photo: Beverley O’Brien

Dr Stephen Davies was here in
December with a group of
university students participating
in Stephen’s course “Field
Techniques in Bird Studies”.

Stephen’s course was a great
success with everyone leaving
this special place with fond and
lasting memories of their week here.

As in the past our Friends have been very generous with
donations of three GPS units, goods and monetary
contributions. We thank you all.
Alma de Rebeira
Chair, Eyre Management Committee
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These past three months have been busy at the
observatory and time has really flown. The new
caretakers, Alison and Ian Muirhead from Queensland,
arriving on February 24.

Christmas was lovely with Christine Wilder and a friend of
hers Beverley (Bill) from UK. It was Bill’s first Christmas in
Australia, still a white Christmas as he looked over our big
white sand dune.
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On New Year 2009, we had eight adults and four children
on the big sand dune (Joseph). We all hauled ourselves up
there and it was a perfect night, sparklers, singing, etc!!!
Amazingly we were all still up at midnight, wonderful
night!
We were visited by the Royal Flying Doctor Service on the
road. They are visiting remote properties to get everyone
up to date with current first aid techniques.
The Dune Restoration course, January 4 – 10, had two
participants as well as George and Pam Agar who were
the organisers. Everyone was off by 8 am up on the dunes
either planting or collecting seeds, home for morning tea
then another couple of hours before lunch. Let’s hope this
work gives wonderful results to the already magnificent
job that has been done here over the years “greening” the
dunes. A credit to everyone who has participated!

Redthroat sighted on 11 December 2008, Eyre.
Photo: “Monika”

At the time of finishing this report we have just found five
beached whales.
We wish everyone a wonderful 2009 — good health and
happiness.
Sightings

Following the Kanidal Beach Count, in which everyone
participated, an afternoon was dedicated to the collection
of Acacia cyclops seed. The 20 litres of pods will be sifted
and treated in preparation for future plantings. Small
amounts of seed were also collected from two other
species of Acacia, Scaevola crassifolia and Templetonia
retusa.

A sighting of a Redthroat was made in the early morning
of 11 December 2008. There are a few records of them
occurring in the district going as far east as Eucla.
Course reports
Dune Revegetation, 4-11 January 2009
Facilitated by George and Pam Agar
The planned early January Dune Revegetation Course was
almost cancelled due to a disappointing lack of interest,
but eventually went ahead with a small group of four.
Seaweed was not available so efforts were concentrated
on seed collection and planting.

In their free time, participants enjoyed many of the walk
trails, a spot-lighting drive one night, reading, sketching,
keeping watch on the bird-baths, or doing useful jobs such
as typing up old diaries.
Eyre assists with Bluefin Tuna research

Forty-four bags of Spinifex hirsuta seed were collected
from sites on the east side of Mt Joseph and dunes to the
west of Irene’s Peak. During the week all of this seed was
planted on an area of approximately 1.5 acres, on the
southern (ocean) face of Irene’s Peak. Help from one of
the caretakers, in between other chores, was appreciated.

On December 4, 2008 while doing our weekly Kanidal
Beach count we found four orange buoys on the beach at
about the 11km marker, east of the Observatory. At first
we thought it was just more rubbish to pick up. These
were different; they had a black box hanging off them, it
was not ticking so were thought it was safe to take home;
we then found a name and phone number on the buoys;
“A. Hobday, CSIRO, Hobart”. We couldn’t wait to get
home to give him a call!
Our search led us to Dr. Alistair Hobday, Senior Research
Scientist for CSIRO Marine Research in Hobart. Dr Hobday
informed us that the black box that we found was a VR2
acoustic receiver for monitoring Southern Bluefin Tuna. So
we bundled up the unit and sent it back to him so he could
download the information on it.
The unit that we found was 6011 deployed south of Bald
Island near Albany 18 December 2007. There were 20
receivers in three lines running from the coast to the
200 m depth, four groups of receivers around inshore
lumps. These receivers were programmed to come to the
surface in late May.

Christine collecting spinifex seed heads on the dune
restoration course.
Photo: Pam Agar
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The equipment is used to monitor the movements of
tagged Southern Bluefin Tuna. Each tagged tuna has a
unique identification number that is continuously
transmitted. When a fish swims close to a receiver, the
number is recorded. The tags are surgically inserted into
the belly of the fish, and the fish released. Between
December 2007 and January 2008 Dr Hobday tagged 130
tuna between Perth and Albany.
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Path of tagged fish 7684 recorded on the VR2 acoustic receiver 6011 found on Kanidal Beach at Eyre.
The diagram shows one of the 43 detected tags.

Received from Dr Alistair Hobday: “My research is
important for improving the management of this valuable
species and again, thank you for your support — without

return of this lost equipment, the information would also
have been lost.”
John and Beverley O’Brien

Scotland Isle of Mull. Inner Hebrides.
Wildlife and heritage.
Sleeps 6 but comfortable for 2, in a sprawling
cottage on the edge of the loch. Puffin and
guillemot colonies on adjoining islands (ferry
access) as well as regular sightings of golden and
white tailed eagles and other raptors. Available
Sat-Sat.
From $800 per week depending on number of
occupants. Perth owner.
Other houses available, owned mainly by
Australians or by like minded birdwatchers and
natural history fellows. Europe a speciality.

Discount for seniors.

Inering Hills, Central Wheatbelt, Western
Australia. Nearest town is Carnamah, 11
kms.
Purpose built and stylish 50 square metre “hide”
on working farm. One queen sized bedroom/
studio self contained with high studs and view
across the granite outcrop for miles. We can
show you where the inland dotterels nest and
you might see Australasian Shovelers and grebes
if the dams are full. You will see Spiny-cheeked
Honeyeaters outside your window and Zebra
Finches and Budgerigars coming to drink in the
evening to the soaks. Banded Lapwings call all
night and the Pallid Cuckoos call in the morning.
Available during week days mainly.
$250 for 3 nights. Sleeps 2.

Contact: paulineo@bigpond.net.au
Phone: (08) 9367 4074
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Coming events
Important note re campouts
Members anticipating attending campouts must notify the BA Office (9383 7749) of the number in their party and when they will
arrive. If you are unsure, put your name down as you can always cancel.
An emergency contact number should also be provided in case of accident.

New members
Please let the leaders know that you are a new member and don’t hesitate to ask for assistance with bird sightings.

Saturday 7 March: Penguin Island,
Rockingham
Full day excursion
Meet at Mersey Point Jetty, off Arcadia
Drive, Shoalwater at 9:30 am for
Penguin Island. The ferries travel
hourly between 9:00 am and 4:00 pm
and cost $12 return.
The group will walk to the various
places of interest on the island and, if
they wish, can attend the penguin
feeding in the DEC facility housing
injured or orphaned penguins. Bridled
Terns, Little Penguins and Buff-banded
Rails are often seen here and it is a
haven for nesting sea birds.
There is a nice picnic area on the island
but no shop so please bring all food and
drink requirements.

of ducks, waterbirds, and some
bushbirds.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Max Bailey

Saturday 21 March: Alfred Cove,
Melville
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park in Troy
Park next to the Oval, off Burke Drive,
Attadale. There should be plenty of
migratory waders and waterbirds
round the river, and there are always
bushbirds in the Park. Buff-banded
Rails have been seen here.
For members and guests only.
Leader: John Graff

For members and guests only.
Leader: Clive Napier

Sunday 15 March: Bibra Lake,
Cockburn
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am in the first car park at
the northern end of the lake off
Progress Drive. Bibra Lake is a part of
the Beeliar Wetlands chain and a large
number of bushbirds and waterbirds
can be seen here. Bring water, hats,
suitable footwear, etc. Snakes have been
seen in the area.
For members and the general public.
Leader: Robyn Pickering

Thursday 19 March: Lake Monger,
Cambridge
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in the most westerly car
park off Lake Monger Drive. This is a
good opportunity to see many species
Vol 129 March 2009

Monday 23 March: Bold Park
Ecocentre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat
Meeting, 7:30 pm
Saul Frank of Camera Electronics will
speak on binoculars, telescopes, tripods,
cameras and accessories used by
birdwatchers in pursuit of their hobby.
He will exhibit a range of this
hardware.

Sunday 29 March: Canning River
Regional Park, Wilson
Half-day excursion
Meet at 7:30 am at the Kent Street Weir
car park. The walk follows a 5 km
circuit along the Canning River,
viewing a large selection of bush and
waterbirds, hopefully with sightings of
the elusive Spotless Crake.
For members and guests only.

Sunday 22 March: Bird photography
field session
Half day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the Maurice Hamer
car park. Turn off Pearson Street into
Falcon Avenue, then right into Lakeside
Road. The car park is on the left,
opposite Heron Place.

Leaders: George and Pam Agar

Sunday 5 April: Helena Valley,
Boya
Half-day excursion

The leader is the author of the recently
published ‘Guide to the Birds of the
Greater South West’ and he
photographed 285 of the 301 species
shown.

Meet at 8:00 am near the locked
gate in Victor Road. Park on the
right-hand side of the road. Bring
morning tea and we will have it
when we return to the cars. Drive
through Midland east along Great
Eastern Highway. Once you have
begun to climb the Greenmount
Hill watch for Scott Street. Turn
right into Scott Street, and continue
until you reach a roundabout just
past the tennis courts on the right.
Turn left into Clayton Road, and
drive to the end. Turn right into
Victor Road, until you reach the
locked gate.

For members only.

For members and guests only.

Many members are now, or are
becoming, avid photographers with
new digital cameras. This workshop is
designed for you to get the most from
your camera and will include
discussion of:
* Equipment
* Understanding light, film speeds,
apertures used, etc
* How to photograph birds

Leader: Simon Nevill
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Friday 10 – Monday 13 April:
Kirkalocka Station, Mount Magnet
Easter campout
Kirkalocka Station is 500 m off the
Great Northern Highway, 85 km
north of Paynes Find. They have a
good caravan and camping area,
shearers quarters, and a newly
renovated homestead is available.
There are a variety of habitats near
the homestead including a creek
with a permanent waterhole,
breakaway country and bushland.
Contact for bookings: Anne and
Geoff Pilkington on 9963 5827 or
email: kirkalocka@bigpond.com.
Please notify the BAWA office on
9383 7749 of your intention to
attend.
For members and guests only.
Leaders: Sue Abbotts and Carol Lacroix

Saturday 11 April: Lake
Richmond, Rockingham
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am on Safety Bay
Road, Rockingham, opposite the
Naragubup Centre on the western
side of Lake Richmond. The walk
around the lake will take 2-3 hours.
One hundred and twenty-five
species have been recorded at the
lake, including 14 species of raptor
seen regularly. Another interesting
feature of the lake is the
thrombolites.

and blossom. A wide variety of
habitats can provide shelter for
many birds and it is well worth a
visit to this promising site.
For members and the general
public.
Leaders: Ted and Maureen Cawley

Sunday 19 April: Ellis Brook
Valley, Gosnells
Half-day excursion
Ellis Brook Valley is reached by
turning east off Tonkin Hwy into
Gosnells Rd East, then right into
Pitt Rd, right into Hayward Rd, left
into Quarry Rd & left into Rushton
Rd. Meet at the gate to the reserve
at 8:00am. If the gate is already
open continue to the end of
Rushton Rd. We will walk in this
area first. We should see a variety
of bushbirds, some of them not
often seen near Perth.
For members and guests only.
Leaders: George and Pam Agar

Monday 20 April: Bold Park Eco
Centre, Perry Lake Dr, Floreat
Meeting, 7:30 pm
Joe Froudist, a member, will give an
illustrated talk entitled, “An avian
odyssey: birds of Australia and
elsewhere”.
Note: Monday 27 April is a public
holiday for ANZAC Day.

For members and the general
public.

First Avenue, off Great Eastern
Highway, just east of Governor
Stirling Senior High School. We will
take a morning walk along the John
George Trail that runs beside the
Swan River. On the return walk, we
will divert to a swampy area 250 m
off the track, and this will usually
add up to six extra species to the
list.
The walk includes big river
redgums, waterbirds along the
river, and the walk to the swamp
mentioned above.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Tom Delaney

Saturday 2 May: Webb’s Lease,
Jarrahdale
Half-day excursion
Meet at 9:00 am in the car park at
Webb’s Lease. Travel from
Armadale on South Western
Highway. Turn left into Jarrahdale
Road and go through Jarrahdale
township. After approximately 5.5
km, turn right into Acacia Road
(signed ‘Wetland Experience’).
Keep to the left to get to the car
park. Bring your lunch as we may
go on to other places of interest.
Red-eared Firetail, White-breasted
Robin and Red-winged Fairy-wren
are regularly seen here.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Paul Marty

Leader: Mary Vaughan

Thursday 16 April: Ascot Waters,
Ascot
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park at
the end of Tidewater Way. To reach
the area from Great Eastern
Highway, turn into Stoneham
Street, then into Resolution Drive,
and left into Tidewater Way.
Continue through two
roundabouts, over the bridge, and
up to the car park at the top of the
rise. This is getting better as the
thousands of shrubs and trees that
have been planted start to mature
Western Australian Bird Notes

Saturday 9 May: Herdsman Lake,
Stirling
Half-day excursion
Bags of spinifex heads collected ready
for planting, Eyre.
Photo: Pam Agar

Sunday 26 April: Ray Marshall
Park, Viveash
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park of
Ray Marshall Park. Go to the end of
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Meet at 8:00 am in the car park of
the Perth Pony Club. To reach the
car park, drive along John Sanders
Drive from the Perth direction, and
turn left just before you reach Selby
Street. This is one of the waterbird
refuges that never dries up. Bring
your telescope if you have one.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Claire Gerrish
Vol 129 March 2009
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Monday 11 May: Paganoni
Swamp, Karnup
Half-day excursion

which are provided (from 8:00 am
to sunset) at the conclusion of the
walk.

Meet at 8:30 am. Take the left-hand
turn off Mandurah Road onto
Paganoni Road. Proceed 1.3 km to
the ‘Paganoni Swamp’ sign on the
right (there are power lines here).
Parking is along Paganoni Road.

For members and guests only.

We will be looking for Western
Yellow Robin and Grey Currawong
among many others in this area of
diverse habitats.
Participants then have the option of
proceeding to the beach for lunch
and to look for seabirds.
This excursion is in conjunction
with the Friends of Paganoni
Swamp.
For members and the general
public.
Leader: Mary Vaughan

Sunday 17 May: Gleneagles Rest
Area
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the Gleneagles
Rest Area approximately 25 km
down Albany Highway from
Armadale. We will look for
Western Yellow Robin, Red-winged
Fairy-wren, Western Spinebill and
Western Wattlebird. After morning
tea, we will look on the other side
of the highway for Scarlet Robin,
Western Thornbill and possibly
Rufous Treecreeper.
For members and the general
public.
Leader: Frank O’Connor

Sunday 24 May: Bickley Brook,
Orange Grove
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am in the Hardinge
Park public car park, Hardinge
Road. There is a limited number of
bays. Red-browed Finch, Red-eared
Firetail, Southern Emu-wren, and a
reasonable range of other bushbirds
have been recorded on previous
excursions to the area.
Participants may wish to take
advantage of the free gas barbecues
Vol 129 March 2009

Leaders: John and Ruth Luyer

Monday 25 May: Bold Park Eco
Centre, Perry Lake Dr, Floreat
Meeting, 7:30 pm
Robyn Pickering, a member, will
give an illustrated talk on her work
with the Australasian Bittern
Project.

Saturday 30 May: Wungong Gorge
and Bungendore Nature Reserve,
Bedfordale
Full-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am at the first car park
for Wungong Dam at the end of
Admiral Road, off Albany
Highway. Over 90 species of birds
have been recorded here, including
Red-eared Firetail, White-breasted
Robin and Red-winged Fairy-wren.
Several raptors have also been seen.
Those who wish can continue on to
Bungendore Nature Reserve. This is
a good place to see a variety of
parrots, including Elegant and Redcapped Parrots. It is also the best
place near Perth to see the Rufous
Treecreeper.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Robyn Pickering

30 May - 1 June: Mt Gibson
Wildlife Sanctuary
Long weekend campout
This campout is in collaboration
with the Australian Wildlife
Conservancy (AWC) who have
owned and managed Mt Gibson
Station as a wildlife sanctuary since
2001. AWC have been controlling
feral animals on the station and
monitoring the effect on wildlife.
The turnoff to Mt Gibson Wildlife
Sanctuary is 74 km north-east of
Wubin along the Great Northern
Highway heading for Paynes Find.
The homestead is 27 km from the
main road. Two-wheel-drive
vehicles are able to get into the
sanctuary, but four-wheel-drives
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will be needed when moving
around. Fill your fuel tank at
Wubin. Bring warm clothes and
sleeping gear as it gets cold inland
at this time of year.
Accommodation: AWC has agreed
to waive all camping fees.
There is a visitors’ centre which has
five single dongas with two
showers/toilets and cooking
facilities. Nearby there is a shearing
shed with use of the visitor centre
facilities. We will camp in this area
but there will be no power for the
campers.
We plan to carry out surveys in
different vegetation types around
the station. The bird watching is
good for dry land species such as
Southern Scrub-robin, Chestnut and
Chestnut-breasted Quail-thrush,
Mulga and Bourke’s Parrot,
honeyeaters, Redthroat and
Malleefowl.
Numbers will be limited so please
call the BA office on 9383 7749 to
put your name on the list. Bookings
for the dongas will also be taken at
the BAWA office.
For members and guests only.
Leaders: John and Ruth Luyer

Saturday 30 May – Monday 1 June:
Dongara
Foundation Day Long weekend
campout
Dongara is 358 km north of Perth.
We will stay at the Dongara
Denison Beach Holiday Park,
Ocean Drive, Port Denison, which
is on the ocean beach front near the
boat harbour. To reach the caravan
park, turn off Brand Highway to
Port Denison, turn right at the boat
harbour and follow the foreshore
around to Ocean Drive.
Eighty-six species of birds have
been seen in the area, which
includes riverine woodland, beach,
low heath and banksias.
Book your own accommodation by
phoning 1800 600 776, or 9927 1131.
Please phone 9383 7749 to notify the
office of your intention to attend.
Leader: Paul Marty
Western Australian Bird Notes
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Saturday 6 June: Lake Coogee,
Munster
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am in Fawcett Road,
100 m from Mayor Road. Nearly
100 species of birds have been seen
on and around the lake, including
nine raptors. It is a large lake and
has a path right around it so some
people may wish to do the full
circuit.
We may go on to another site after
morning tea.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Paul Marty

Sunday 14 June: Bold Park,
Cambridge
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:00 am at the Camel Lake
car park, which is at the southern
end of Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat,
for a walk in Bold Park. This is a
pleasant and interesting walk close
to Birds Australia’s back door.
For members and the general
public.
Leaders: George and Pam Agar

three species of robin are often seen,
and perhaps a Crested Shrike-tit.
For members and guests only.
Leader: Charles Merriam

Saturday 20 and Sunday 21 June:
Albany pelagic trips

Splendid Fairy-wren, Western
Spinebill, White-browed Scrubwren, Grey Shrike-thrush,
Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo, Redcapped Parrot and Red-tailed
Black-Cockatoo, to name just a few.
Wetland species are also a
possibility.
For members and guests only.

Meet at Emu Point Boat Harbour,
Albany at 6:45 am for a 7:00 am
departure. We will travel off-shore
to the edge of the shelf looking for
seabirds: albatross, petrels and
shearwaters and return at around
4:00 pm.
There is a limit of 18 people for the
boat and if we get enough people
we will run trips on both days. The
cost will depend on the number of
people, $140 if there are 18 people
and $165 if there are 15 people.
Bring your binoculars, camera and
lunch.
Book by contacting Alan Collins on
alaninoz@iinet.net.au or 9291 4219.
Please indicate which day
(Saturday or Sunday) you would
prefer or if you want to go on both
trips.

Leader: Debbie Walker

Notices

1. Four Pelagic boat trips are
being planned for the winter.
Albany in June and October,
and Hillary’s in August and
September. More information
in the next Bird Notes.
2.

A twitchathon is planned for
December. There will be arm
chair, 12 hour and 24 hour
categories for teams of 2 to 5
people. Start planning your
team and route! More
information in the next Bird
Notes.

Leader: Alan Collins

Thursday 18 June: Tomato Lake,
Kewdale
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am near the small
tearooms at Tomato Lake off Oats
Street, Kewdale. Travelling south
along Orrong Road turn left into
Oats Street and about 800 m on the
right there is a drive-way into the
parking area. Bring morning tea.
For members and the general
public.
Leaders: Barry and Molly Angus

Saturday 20 June: Flynn Road,
Mundaring
Half-day excursion
Meet at 9:00 am at the corner of
Flynn Road and Great Eastern
Highway, about 10 km past
Sawyers Valley or 1 km on the
Perth side of The Lakes (the York
turnoff). We will look at several
areas of Wandoo woodland where
Western Australian Bird Notes

Monday 22 June: Bold Park Eco
Centre, Perry Lake Dr, Floreat
Meeting, 7:30 pm
Geoff Barrett of the Department of
Environment and Conservation will
give an illustrated talk entitled,
“Birds and the ecosystem in the
Swan Region”.

Sunday 28 June: Harrisdale
Reserve (Jandakot Regional Park),
Forrestdale
Half-day excursion
Meet at 8:30 am opposite Carey
Baptist College on Wright Road,
Forrestdale.
This reserve is fenced but has a
swing gate at this location. There
are good tracks throughout with
varied vegetation including
wetland areas which may have
some water in them if we get early
winter rain. Many bushbirds have
been seen including Scarlet Robin,
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One should wear shin guards!
Cartoon: Penny Towells
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Birds Australia WA bookshop list
167 Perry Lakes Drive
Floreat WA 6014
Tel: (08) 9383 7749
Email: mail@birdswa.com.au
Note: The prices stated are for general guidance only and can change without notice.
Title

Author/Publisher

Publications
Field Guide to Birds of Australia (8th Ed)
Field Guide to Birds of Australia (7th Ed)
Slater Field Guide to Australian Birds
Field Guide to Australian Birds
Field Guide to Australian Birds (compact edition)
Flight of the Emu
How to Attract Birds to Australian Gardens
Birding Sites Around Perth (2nd Edition)
Birds of Rottnest Island
Checklist of Birds of WA
Beach Patroller's Guide to Stormcast Seabirds
Voyage to Antarctica
A Diary of Birds, Hairy Caterpillars ...
North Lake Birds
Travellers Guide to the Parks and Reserves of WA
Guide to the Wildlife of Perth Region
Birds of Eyre — An Annotated List
Eyre's Sand Patch to Eyre Bird Observatory
Birds of the Greater South West
Banders Guide to the Birds of Western Australia
Systematics & Taxonomy of Aust Birds
End to End: A Year in the Canning River ...
The Birds of the Perth District
Audio Cassettes
Bird Call Series 1
Bird Call Series 2
Bird Call Series 5
Bill's Odyssey
Camp Fire Chorus
CD
Australian Bird Calls - South Western
Bird Calls of the Broome Region

Pizzey and Knight
Simpson and Day
Slater
Morcombe
Morcombe
Robin/MUP
RAOU
Van Delft/UWA Press
Saunders and Rebeira

Miller
Maddeford
Maddeford
Nevill
Nevill
A & P de Rebeira
A de Rebeira
Nevill
Perry de Rebeira
Christididis & Boles
Pam Agar
Robert Stranger

38.00
29.00
27.00
38.00
30.00
25.00
1.00
10.00
13.50
20c or 6 for 1.00
7.00
15.00
27.50
11.00
25.00
29.00
10.00
25.00
30.00
25.00
57.00
10.00
20.00

Hutchinson
Hutchinson
Hutchinson

11.00
11.00
11.00
11.00
11.00

David Stewart
David Stewart

25.00
25.00

Videos
Endless Summer Birds of Broome
Wilderness Regained

40.00
25.00

DVD
Bird Song
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Price $

Hutchinson
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19.00
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Western Australian Bird Notes
Subscription Form
Are you joining Birds Australia for the first time, or renewing
your membership?
Do you wish to receive Western Australian Bird Notes?
Beverley and Christine on Christmas morning,
2008, Eyre Bird Observatory.
Photo: “Bill”

If so, please complete the section below and send the
appropriate fee to the national office with your membership
application.

Title:

First name:

Last name:

Address:

Postcode:

Phone (H):

(W):

Email:

The dune crew: Robin Bowen, Christine Wilder,
George Agar, Pam Agar.
Photo: John O’Brien

WABN subscription rates per annum
(please cross out whichever is inapplicable)
WA Members
Interstate Members
Overseas Members

$12.00
$15.00
$20.00

Note: WABN subscription is only available with a Birds Australia
membership. For membership rates contact Birds Australia.

Payment Details
I enclose a cheque/money order payable to ‘Birds Australia’
OR
Debit my

Mastercard

……/………
Expiry date

Visa

……...…………………………
Signature

*Concession card number(s) …………….…………………….…..
(Full-time student, Health Care or Pension card)
Post to:

Fast food’s not new!
Cartoon: Penny Towells
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Birds Australia Membership
60 Leicester St, Carlton VIC 3053

02/2007
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Opportunities for volunteers
This section gives members an avenue to advertise for voluntary assistance with projects, surveys, initiatives, office.

♦

Atlas — surveys for this are continuing — contact Cheryl Gole
9293 4958, e-mail cgole@westnet.com.au

♦

Monthly Meeting Speakers — contact Brian Wilson 9293
1094

♦

Community Education Committee — graphic artist needed
to create posters for our static displays — contact Elsa Dabbs
e-mail dabchic6@bigpond.net.au

♦

Excursion leaders — contact Sue Abbotts 9444 1607,
e-mail suechat@bigpond.net.au

Calendar of events
Birds Australia Western Australia
Office: Peregrine House
167 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat WA 6014
Hours:

Monday-Friday 9:30 am to 12.30 pm

Telephone:
Facsimile:
Email:

(08) 9383 7749
(08) 9387 8412
mail@birdswa.com.au

Birds Australia WA Home Page:
http://birdswa.com.au
Chairman:

Joint Editors:

Dr Bruce Haynes
11 Shenton Road, Claremont WA 6010
Tel: (08) 9384 7426
E-mail: b.haynes@ecu.edu.au
Allan Burbidge
Tel: (08) 9405 5109 (w)
Tel/Fax: (08) 9306 1642 (h)
Fax: (08) 9306 1641 (w)
E-mail: allanb99@bigpond.net.au
Suzanne Mather
Tel: (08) 9389 6416
E-mail: suzannemather@bigpond.com

Production:

Margaret Philippson

Distribution:

Rod Smith

Sat 7 Mar: Penguin Island, Rockingham, Full day excursion
Sun 15 Mar: Bibra Lake, Cockburn, Half-day excursion
Thu 19 Mar: Lake Monger, Cambridge, Half-day excursion
Sat 21 Mar: Alfred Cove, Melville, Half-day excursion
Sun 22 Mar: Bird photography field session, Half day excursion
Mon 23 Mar: Bold Park Ecocentre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat, Meeting,
7:30pm
Sun 29 Mar: Canning River Regional Park, Wilson, Half-day
excursion
Sun 5 Apr: Helena Valley, Boya, Half-day excursion
Fri 10 – Mon 13 Apr: Kirkalocka Station, Mount Magnet, Easter
campout
Sat 11 Apr: Lake Richmond, Rockingham, Half-day excursion
Thu 16 Apr: Ascot Waters, Ascot, Half-day excursion
Sun 19 Apr: Ellis Brook Valley, Gosnells, Half-day excursion
Mon 20 Apr: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lake Dr, Floreat, Meeting,
7:30 pm
Sun 26 Apr: Ray Marshall Park, Viveash, Half-day excursion

Notes for Contributors

Sat 2 May: Webb’s Lease, Jarrahdale, Half-day excursion

The Editors request contributors to note:

Sat 9 May: Herdsman Lake, Stirling, Half-day excursion

•
•

WABN publishes material of interest to the WA Group;

Mon 11 May: Paganoni Swamp, Karnup, Half-day excursion

contributions should be written or typed with double spacing—a
copy on disk or emailed would assist, especially if in MSWord as a
document without styles; do not embed pictures or graphics in MS
Word;

Sun 17 May: Gleneagles Rest Area, Half-day excursion

•

•
•
•

Sun 24 May: Bickley Brook, Orange Grove, Half-day excursion
Mon 25 May: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lake Dr, Floreat, Meeting,
7:30 pm

contributions to be sent direct to the Editors, either at the office or by
email:
Sue Mather suzannemather@bigpond.com
Allan Burbidge allanb99@bigpond.net.au

Sat 30 May: Wungong Gorge and Bungendore Nature Reserve,

WABN uses Birds Australia recommended English names;

Sat 30 May – Mon 1 Jun: Mt Gibson Wildlife Sanctuary, Long

except for Observations, contributions will be published unless the
contributor is informed to the contrary.

Sat 30 May – Mon 1 Jun: Dongara, Foundation Day long weekend

Bedfordale, Full-day excursion
weekend campout
campout

Full Editorial Policy is stated in WABN 74:10-12

Printing Deadlines (at the BAWA Office)
June 2009 issue: 1 May
September 2009 issue: 1 August
December 2009 issue: 1 November
March 2010 issue: 1 February

Sat 6 Jun: Lake Coogee, Munster, Half-day excursion
Sun 14 Jun: Bold Park, Cambridge, Half-day excursion
Thu 18 Jun: Tomato Lake, Kewdale, Half-day excursion
Sat 20 Jun: Flynn Road, Mundaring, Half-day excursion
Sat 20 and Sun 21 Jun: Albany pelagic trips
Mon 22 Jun: Bold Park Eco Centre, Perry Lake Dr, Floreat, Meeting,
7:30 pm
Sun 28 Jun: Harrisdale Reserve (Jandakot Regional Park),
Forrestdale, Half-day excursion
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1/4 page
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Full page
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