
The main objective of this study was to obtain information 
on the breeding behaviour of the Western Whipbird 
Psophodes nigrogularis found in the mallee regions of 
south-western Australia. 

Field surveys were carried out throughout July, August 
and the first two weeks of September 2008. Research 
was done at two sites with different habitat systems that 
both supported healthy populations of Western Whipbirds. 
The two sites combined had nine active breeding pairs of 
Western Whipbirds and a number of disused nests that 
were between one and three years old. 

Site 1 

This site was chosen due to its relative isolation in that the 
area was surrounded by farmlands and a major arterial 
road. For 90% of the land, there were no signs of fire or 
record of it ever being burnt. The vegetation within this 
habitat comprised mostly of mallee eucalypt species with 
an understorey dominated by Melaleuca species 
interspersed with Banksia caleyi. 

At this site one pair was 
monitored every day for the 
entire time the chicks 
remained in the nest. During 
this period observations were 
recorded on the food items 
that adults were bringing to 
the nest and the frequency 
that both adult birds attended 
the nest. 

Site 2 

This location was chosen due 
to the area being extremely 
rich in plant diversity and 
because a mosaic style burn of 
approximately 30% of the 

survey site had occurred in the past five years. The 
vegetation components within this site were mostly 
Hakeas, Calothamnus, Banksias, Dryandras, Grevilleas and 
Melaleucas. It was also significant in that it supported 
quite a high population of Western Whipbirds and many 
other bird species. 

This report focuses on Site 1 

Site 1 was chosen as the main study area as four pairs of 
Western Whipbirds had active nests all at different stages. 
This was critical in conducting a detailed study on all 
aspects of breeding behaviour as well as studying the 
birds’ social and feeding habits at and away from the sites. 

The site is located near Ongerup and is a fragmented patch 
of natural mallee, which is typical for this region. The core 
research area within this patch of mallee covered 
approximately 25% of the block while the other 75% of 
the block was unsuitable for Western Whipbirds as most of 
the vegetation comprised mallee eucalypts over a patchy 
understorey of low lying shrubs such as Hibbertias and 

native grasses. The height of 
the understorey was mostly 
below half a metre. 

The main study area supported 
dense strands of melaleuca 
species ranging in height from 
1 to 1.6 m and with a low to 
mid-level canopy cover of 
between 50 and 80%. These 
large patches of Melaleucas 
were interspersed with 
Banksia caleyi and mallee 
eucalypt species. 

During the second week of 
July surveys were carried out 
during the early morning from 
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Western Whipbird with small skink 
Photo: Steve Elson 
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7 am to 10 am. Each time a 
male called the location was 
noted, and as a result the 
territories of four pairs of 
Western Whipbird were 
identified. 

Food items 

An adult bird was observed 
with a small terrestrial skink 
Hemiergis initialis. The skink 
was collected amongst the 
fallen leaves of Banksia 
caleyi. The whipbird was 
observed searching through 
the leaf litter, removing 
individual leaves. When the 
prey was located the bird 
instantly and methodically 
stabbed the skink towards the head region, thus causing 
instant death to the skink. This skink was later fed to a 
two day old chick. 

One adult bird was noted with dissected remains of a 
native cockroach (abdomen). The bird was observed 
collecting the cockroach by turning over small branches on 
the ground. 

Other adults were observed pulling the legs off spiders, 
most of the time, and feeding the abdomen to the chicks. 

This feeding zone was within the understorey of melaleuca 
thickets with a canopy cover of 70%. The distance from 
the nest was 12 metres. 

Breeding behaviour 

The eggs of these Western Whipbirds were bright blue 
with black blotching at the larger end. 

Of the two Western Whipbird pairs supporting nests with 
chicks, both adults were observed to brood the young. 
The female spent most of the time sitting on the nest 
especially during the first five days of the chicks hatching. 
One sitting period was timed at 65 minutes, though the 
average time was between 25 and 35 minutes. The 
majority of the long sitting periods were during the early 
morning and late afternoons. 

Both pairs were observed to defend the immediate nesting 
zone from invading birds, especially against aggressive 
honeyeaters such as the Purple-gaped and New Holland 
Honeyeaters and Red Wattlebirds. All these three species 
had active nests near one pair of Western Whipbirds. 

As an avian researcher specialising in the breeding ecology 
of south western birds I have never observed a bird 
species that is so dedicated to the care of their young as 
the Western Whipbird. Both females at the two nests 
supporting chicks were extremely patient in tendering and 
nurturing the young as well as cleaning the nests and 
preening the young. Both females would spend 
considerable time bonding with the young. 

At Site 1 a total of 13 (both active and inactive) Western 
Whipbird nests were recorded. Of these, one nest was 
placed in the upper branches of a Melaleuca shrub 98 cm 
above the ground, while the other 12 nests were placed 
amongst the leaves of Banksia caleyi. All 12 nests in B. 
caleyi were located below 1 metre and well hidden 
amongst dense braches that grow close to the ground. 
The number of healthy B. caleyi plants searched was 118. 

Extensive searches were also 
carried out throughout the 
dense Melaleuca understorey, 
which resulted in one nest 
being found, containing two 
chicks 1-2 days old on 7 
August 2008. 

Breeding habitat 

The Western Whipbird 
preferred nesting sites in B. 
caleyi, in particular where the 
Banksia was growing 
amongst dense patches of 
Melaleucas. No nests were 
found in B. caleyi that were 
growing alone with no 
supportive vegetation. 

Throughout the survey sites near Pingrup and Ongerup and 
the North Eastern Stirling Ranges large numbers of B. 
caleyi were found to be dead or dying. These were 
recorded in key Western Whipbird habitats. It was further 
noted that very few seedlings were present indicating that 
the seedling survival rate is low. Research is required to 
identify the reasons that are causing the Banksia mortality. 
Dieback may be one of the issues facing this important 
species. 

Association with Southern Scrub-robins 

At Site 1, four active Southern Scrub-robin nests were 
found at the base of shrubs and trees next to active 
Western Whipbird nests. Extensive field observations 
suggest that the two species may be inter-dependent. The 
Western Whipbird and Southern Scrub-robin had their 
nests 6 metres apart with both nests containing young of 
similar age. Further, on many occasions, both species 
were observed to pass by each other’s nests when 
returning to feed the young with no sign of aggression 
towards one another. This form of breeding association 
has been observed between other Australian species. For 
example, Tawny Frogmouths often nest in the same tree 
as Australian Magpies and often on the same branch, and 
Willy Wagtails often nest near Restless Flycatchers. 

Steve Elson 

 

Western Whipbird with nestlings 
Photo: Steve Elson 

Western Whipbird foraging 
Photo: Steve Elson 
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This list has been compiled by the WA 
Rarities Committee. Metropolitan 
suburbs or shires are in parentheses. 
Please report interesting observations to 
Frank O’Connor (9386 5694 or 
preferably sightings@birdswa.com.au) 
or to the BAWA office (9383 7749). 
Sightings are included on the BAWA 
web site (birdswa.com.au) as soon as 
possible, and the most interesting are 
selected for inclusion in the next 
WABN. 

The names and order follow Christidis, 
L. and Boles, W. (2008) (‘Systematics 
and Taxonomy of Australian Birds’; 
CSIRO Publishing). 

Highlights. The three penguins 
reported in WABN 127 at Esperance 
proved to be two Rockhopper 
Penguins (race moseleyi) and a 
Fiordland Penguin. Another 
Rockhopper Penguin was seen this 
time at Albany. Three Barn Swallows 
were seen in the Fitzgerald River NP. 
This and an Oriental Plover 
photographed near the Eyre Bird 
Observatory are unusual records so far 
south, especially as early as late 
September. A nominate form of 
Yellow-nosed Albatross seen on the 
Hillarys pelagic is only the second 
record for Western Australia. 

There has been a movement of nomadic 
species into the south west in spring 
with several reports of Budgerigar, 
Crimson Chat, Pied Honeyeater, 
Black Honeyeater and Masked 
Woodswallow following on from the 
reports near Shark Bay in July. A 
White-browed Woodswallow amongst 
the Masked Woodswallows near 
Wubin is unusual so far south. There 
were several sightings of White-
browed Woodswallows on and near 
the Canning Stock Route east of 
Newman in August. 

A Grey Wagtail seen on a borrow pit 
near Broome is the 5th record of this 
species for Western Australia, all in 
the Kimberley since November 2001. 

The annual trip to Ashmore Reef 
produced a number of unusual 
sightings, but the surprise was that 
most of the unusual species were from 
Australia. Yellow Chat, Brown 

Songlark and Yellow White-eye are 
all first records for Ashmore Reef. 
Other ‘Australian’ species included 
Little Black Cormorant, Black-faced 
Cuckoo-shrike, White-winged Triller 
and Tree Martin. An Island Monarch 
was the third record for the island. 

A Common Kingfisher was 
photographed over two days in a 
garden on Christmas Island. 

METROPOLITAN (UBD Street 
Directory) 

Yellow-nosed Albatross (ssp. 
chlororhynchos) – 1, 03/08/08, 
Hillarys pelagic – AC et al. (2nd 
record for Western Australia; 
photographs) 

Arctic Tern –1, 04/08/08, boat ramp 
(Ocean Reef) (photographs) – 
TMC * 1, 10-12/08/08, North Mole 
(North Fremantle) – IS * 1, 
probably this species, 02/08/08, 
near Hillarys Boat Harbour 
(Hillarys) – WM (uncommon in the 
south west) 

SOUTH WEST (Shark Bay to 
Cape Arid) 

Rockhopper Penguin – 1, 04/09/08, 
off Possession Point (Albany) – LB 
(rare in the south west) 

Australian Bustard – 1, 12/09/08, 
South West Highway near Pinjarra 
(Murray) – JB (uncommon in the 
south west) 

Inland Dotterel – nesting, 20/08/08, 
farm (Carnamah) – PPW * 10 
(including 2 juveniles), 11/10/08, 
Great Northern Highway NE of 
Wubin (Dalwallinu) – MS et al. 

(uncommon in the south west; 
photographs) 

Masked Lapwing (ssp. 
novaehollandiae) – 2, 29/10/08, 
near town (Denmark) – GT 
(uncommon in the south west) 

Little Curlew – 1, 10/10/08, Hutt 
River mouth (Northampton) – CH 
(uncommon in the south west) 

White-browed Woodswallow – 1, 
11/10/08, Great Northern Highway 
NE of Wubin (Dalwallinu) – MS et 
al. (rare in the south west) 

Barn Swallow – 3, 29/09/08, near 
Cave Point (Fitzgerald River NP) – 
BJ (rare in the south west; dark 
chest band while they were 
perched, and white underwing 
coverts noted) 

ARID ZONE 

Freckled Duck – 5, 22/10/08, Rowles 
Lagoon (Kalgoorlie – Boulder) – 
BR (uncommon) 

Spotless Crake – 1, 24/10/08, 
Goongarrie NP – BR (1st record for 
this park; uncommon in the arid 
zone) 

Oriental Plover – 1, 19/09/08, Kanidal 
Beach (Dundas) – EBO 
(uncommon in the south; 
photograph) 

Scarlet-chested Parrot – 1, 24/10/08, 
Goongarrie NP – BR (rarely 
reported in Western Australia) 

Dollarbird – 1, 15/09/08, Tucker’s 
Pump (Carnarvon) – LG (rare 
vagrant in the Gascoyne; 
photograph) 

KIMBERLEY 

GREY WAGTAIL – 1, 18-19/10/08, 
near Taylor’s Lagoon (Broome) – 
RC (A very well-coloured bird, but 
not breeding plumage, including 
the yellow rump; 5th record for 
Western Australia if accepted by 
BARC; photographs) 

ASHMORE REEF 

Yellow Chat – 1, 22-25/10/08, West 
Island – SM, GS et al. (1st record 
for Ashmore Reef; photographs) 

Observations 

 

Nankeen Night Heron in flight (see 
“Australasian Bittern project” 

in BAWA projects) 
Photo: John Vogel 



Vol 128 December 2008 Page 4 Western Australian Bird Notes 

ISLAND MONARCH – 1, 22-
25/10/08, West Island – SM, GS et 
al. (3rd record for Ashmore Reef 
and Australia; BARC submission 
required; photographs) 

Brown Songlark – 1, 22-25/10/08, 
West Island – DB, GS et al. (1st 
record for Ashmore Reef; 
photographs) 

Yellow White-eye – 1, 22-25/10/08, 
West Island – RB, GS et al. (1st 
record for Ashmore Reef; 
photographs) 

Arctic Warbler – 2, 22-24/10/08, 
West Island – SM, MO, GS et al. 
(uncommon for Ashmore Reef; 
photographs) 

CHRISTMAS ISLAND 

COMMON KINGFISHER – 1, 14-
15/09/08, Drumsite – per MOr, LP 
(6th record for Christmas Island if 
accepted by BARC; photographs) 

Observations, ctd 

BAWA, BAWA INC., BA INC. 

An explanation of difference and proposed action. 

Explanation 

BAWA was established in 1943 and in April 2000 BAWA 
Inc. was created. Some people assume that BAWA became 
BAWA Inc. but this is not so. BAWA was and is a regional 
group of the Royal Australasian Ornithologists Union trading 
as Birds Australia Inc. 

Birds Australia is incorporated in Victoria and has a 
constitution modelled on the Victorian Act 1981. A set of 
rules for BA regional groups is the set of rules governing the 
operations of BAWA. Authorised activities of BAWA 
members are covered by the terms of BA Inc. and the 
insurance policies held by BA Inc. 

BAWA Inc. has a set of rules modelled on the WA Act. 
BAWA Inc. is not a part of Birds Australia Inc. because an 
incorporated body cannot be a part of another incorporated 
body. This is because an incorporated body is treated in the 
same way as a person. One person cannot be a part of another 
person. 

BAWA, as a BA regional group, is the operational body and 
we are members of it because we are members of Birds 
Australia Inc. resident in Western Australia. BAWA Inc. has 
identical membership criteria and thus an identical 
membership list. You are a member both of BAWA and 
BAWA Inc. but your activities are as a member of BAWA 
covered by the rules and protections of BA Inc. 

All the properties of BAWA are the property of BA Inc. 

BAWA Inc. has a limited but important function. Some 
Western Australian grant giving organisations (eg, 
Lotterywest) will only provide funds to bodies incorporated 
in WA. Thus BAWA is ineligible for such grants. Some 
donors will not provide funds to non-WA bodies. Thus 
BAWA Inc. has an important fund raising function not 
capable of being done by either BAWA or BA Inc. Funds 
raised by BAWA Inc. are to be expended by BAWA. 

Proposed action 

It is proposed to call the next AGM of BAWA on Monday 23 
February 2009. Nominations for membership of the BAWA 
Executive Committee will be called and an election held at 
that meeting. The Chair’s Annual Report 2008 and the 
Treasurer’s Report 2008 will be presented to that meeting. 

It is proposed to call an AGM of BAWA Inc. on Monday 23 
February 2009, following immediately on from the BAWA 
AGM. Nominations for membership of the BAWA Inc. 
Executive Committee will be called and an election held at 
that meeting. Membership of both meetings is identical and it 
may be that nominations for both Executive Committees are 
identical. A public officer is to be appointed from among the 
members of the BAWA Inc. Executive Committee. 

It is proposed to call an Extraordinary Meeting of BAWA on 
Monday 26 January 2009 to approve the administrative 
arrangements for BAWA and BAWA Inc. and the 
arrangement of accounts as from 1 January 2009. 

Based on preliminary discussions between myself (as Chair), 
BAWA Treasurer and BAWA Auditor, it is proposed to 
establish BAWA accounts to meet all operational 
requirements of BAWA. 

Birds Australia reports 

OBSERVERS 

AC = Alan Collins 
BJ = Brian Johnson (Queensland) 
BR = Bill Rutherford 
CH = Colin Heap 
DB = Darryel Binns (NT) 
EBO = Eyre Bird Observatory 
GS = George Swann 
GT = Geoff Taylor 
IS = Ian Standring 
JB = John Birch 
LB = Les Bulland 
LG = Les George 

LP = Lisa Preston 
MO = Maurice O’Connor 
MOr = Max Orchard 
MS = Mark Stanley 
PPW = Pauline & Peter Wittwer 
RB = Richard Baxter (NSW) 
RC = Rohan Clarke (Victoria) 
SM = Simon Mustoe (Victoria) 
TMC = Ted & Maureen Cawley 
WM = Wynton Maddeford 

BARC = Birds Australia Rarities  
 Committee 



Western Australian Bird Notes Page 5 Vol 128 December 2008 

 

George Swann, 
Kimberley Birdwatching Kimberley Birdwatching   
P O Box 220, Broome. W A 6725 

Email: info@kimberleybirdwatching.com.au 
Ph/Fax: (08) 9192 1246 

www.kimberleybirdwatching.com.au 

Pelagic Trip to Ashmore Reef 2009 
Mitchell Plateau 
Princess Parrot 

Kimberley Coast—2010 
PLUS MORE MORE MORE 

Contact us for tour details  2009 & 10 

Brilliant birding with experienced guide. 
Cruises, 4WD safaris, camping & accommodated trips. 

Plus many more exciting trips 

Offering the most authoritative birdwatching tours 
in North Western Australia. 

Wildlife & Natural History Tours 

BA reports, ctd 

Lunch stop before survey, Credo Station 
Photo: Robina Haynes 

Morning tea stop, Credo Station 
Photo: Robina Haynes 

See “Rangelands surveys”, Members’ contributions 

At present, the accounts held are in the name of BAWA Inc. 
and new account/s will need to be opened in the name of 
BAWA. Such funds as required to operate BAWA would be 
transferred from BAWA Inc. on or after 1 January 2009. That 
date is chosen so as to enable the 2008 accounts to be 
finalised in their present form. As the need arises in future, 
the BAWA Treasurer would arrange with the BAWA Inc. 
Treasurer to transfer the required funds. BAWA income, 
such as BA membership transfers, would be paid directly into 
BAWA account/s. 

The BAWA Inc. account would retain the investment funds 
currently held there and such other grant monies as provided 
to BAWA Inc. until such time as required by BAWA. 

Consequences 

The only anticipated visible consequences of these actions 
are that members will see letterhead etc of BAWA not 
BAWA Inc. and we will be able to enjoy two AGMs instead 
of one. 

 

 

The benefit of this arrangement is that it provides clarity in 
the relations of BA Inc., BAWA and BAWA Inc. and enables 
their respective rules to be followed properly. This 
particularly applies to matters of ownership of property. 
Terms of Reference for BAWA committees, position 
descriptions for officers, and sign-on procedures for members 
and visitors on authorised BAWA activities, are part of the 
process for ensuring members operate in a safe environment 
according to the rules. 

It should not affect the operations of BAWA or the 
enjoyment of members’ activities in any way. 

Queries 

Any member with questions about the proposed 
arrangements is invited to raise them at the November 
BAWA General Meeting or the January BAWA 
Extraordinary Meeting. I am happy to answer any queries (08 
9384 7426) or at the Christmas BBQ at Peregrine House or at 
such other events as we happen to meet. 

Bruce Haynes 
Chair, BAWA/BAWA Inc. 
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Birds Australia WA reports 

CHAIR’S REPORT 

BAWA members have been busy as usual during the past 
quarter. Quite a number of members have been engaged in 
authorised BAWA activities in conjunction with other 
organisations. The DEC Rangelands Surveys were 
conducted successfully, but at some cost to John and 
Ruth Luyer. Surveys were also conducted for Australian 
Wildlife Conservancy at Paruna Sanctuary and Karakamia 
Sanctuary. The survey for Australasian Bitterns was 
successful, with several heard and one seen. Several 
members led walks for the Stirling Range Resort and many 
gave time to help at various festivals including Garden 
Week and Kings Park. Rod Smith organised a Malleefowl 
survey at Eyre Bird Observatory but I am not sure whether 
he was also responsible for organising the State’s lowest 
temperature recorded at Eyre. 

WWF has provided a small grant to BAWA to conduct 
research into the impact of Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo on 
canola crops. This will be the first research project to be 
managed by Sue Mather and Tony Brown on behalf of 
BAWA. BAWA is still awaiting the outcome of several 
grant applications to see what further projects will be 
undertaken in 2009. 

I hope to see you at the Christmas BBQ at Peregrine House 
on 14 December. To those who cannot make it there, I 
offer Seasons Greetings. 

Bruce Haynes 
Chair 

BAWA projects 

BAWA WEB SITE 

The BAWA web site is being incorporated into the national 
Birds Australia web site. There are several important benefits 
to BAWA. The most important is that Jen Sutfin in national 
office can maintain the web site based on the content that we 
provide her, although we will still have the option of 
appointing a web site administrator in WA if we choose. Jen 
has done an outstanding job. The new web site makes it clear 
that we are an integral part of Birds Australia. There is no 
limit to the amount of web space that we use. This will allow 
us to put large files on our web site, such as the larger bird 
guide brochures and project reports. The use of the national 
web site also gives BAWA the flexibility to change our 
internet service provider if the need arises. 

To access the new web site, go to the national web site at 
birdsaustralia.com.au, highlight About BA in the top menu, 
then The Organisation followed by Regional Groups and then 
click on Western Australia. You can save this in your list of 
Favourites or Bookmarks. We still have a few loose ends to 
tie up, but when these have been done we intend to change 
our existing birdswa.com.au domain to point to our new web 
site. 

All the sections of our original web site are available. WA 
Calendar lists the upcoming excursions, meetings and other 
events. WA Activities gives a summary of the activities that 
BAWA is involved in. WA Projects gives an overview of the 
projects that we undertake. Each project can have its own 
web site. WA Sightings is the list of unusual sightings for the 
current period, and archives for previous periods. WA Bird 
Cards gives information on our range of greeting cards that 
we have for sale. WA Bookshop shows the other items that 

we have for sale. WA Bird Guides shows the bird guide 
brochures that we have produced. WA Links has a list of web 
sites related to birding in Western Australia, and birdswa 
email list gives details of the email discussion group for birds 
in WA. 

The WA Calendar is maintained by our Calendar Officer 
Ruth Greble with the help of Jen Sutfin. Send any items for 
inclusion or any amendments to the published events to the 
office for her attention. The functionality of this is not all that 
we desire at this stage, but we hope that this will be improved 
in the future. If the shortcomings are too detrimental, then we 
have a few options for the medium term, but they all will 
mean that the information will need to be entered twice. One 
option is to post a Microsoft Word file of all the forthcoming 
events on the web site (or a PDF version of it). This file 
already exists to a large extent, as it is sent to the editors of 
WABN. 

The WA Sightings will continue to be updated by the 
Sightings Officer (currently Frank O'Connor). You should 
continue to send unusual sightings to 
sightings@birdswa.com.au. The sightings can also be sent to 
the birdswa email list. These will be maintained locally in the 
short term, but we are looking at different options to make it 
easier to maintain in the future, especially when the Sightings 
Officer is away. It would be beneficial for the archives to be 
searched more easily. The What Bird Is This? section will be 
retained, and we are looking for a simple way to achieve this. 

The extra web space will allow us to post more of the bird 
guide brochures on the web site. These brochures will be 
updated in the medium term by the Bird Guides Committee 
to reflect the new contact details for BAWA, and for the 
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BAWA projects, ctd 

changes in the taxonomic names and order resulting from the 
adoption of Christidis and Boles 2008. 

The front page for Western Australia will have the Latest 
News and Notices. 

There is a range of further possibilities for the web site. 
BAWA is publishing an online ornithological journal called 
Amytornis, and this will be launched in the near future. We 
are looking at options to publish WABN online. The BAWA 
Executive Committee is evaluating the benefits and 
ramifications of this proposal. We envisage that the BAWA 
Executive Committee and each BAWA committee will have 
their own web page or web site. The BAWA Executive 
Committee web page will include information such as 
extracts of the minutes of the EC meetings, the BAWA 
regional group rules, the BAWA Inc. constitution, etc. There 
is likely to be a WA Bird Lists section that will have the bird 
lists for Western Australia, Christmas Island, Cocos 
(Keeling) Islands and Ashmore Reef. There might be bird 
lists for various regions in Western Australia although a lot 
of this is covered by the bird guide brochures. We are 
looking at options down the track for the WA Database and 
the Suburban Bird Survey database to be made available 
online. 

The web site will only be as good as its content. We will 
need people to review the content periodically and to bring 
the information up to date. 

Frank O’Connor 
 

 

AUSTRALASIAN BITTERN (BOTAURUS 
POICILOPTILUS) PROJECT — AN UPDATE 

Since the last report on the Australasian Bittern project 
(Pickering and Gole 2008) a lot has happened in both 
Western Australia and nationally. In September 2008 a 
workshop was held in Bunbury, where people from BAWA 
and the Department of Environment and Conservation (DEC) 
discussed aims and strategies for surveys throughout the 
range of the species in Western Australia. 

The Bunbury workshop 12 September 2008 

The workshop was chaired by Cheryl Gole (BAWA) and 
hosted by DEC South West Region. The five presentations 
that set the scene for discussions were: 

• Australasian Bittern Records in Western Australia 1981-
present (Robyn Pickering BAWA) 

• Australasian Bittern Monitoring in the Warren Region 
2005 (Roger Hearn DEC Warren Region and Peter 
Taylor BAWA) 

• Australasian Bittern Monitoring on Swan Coastal Plain 
2007/8 (Robyn Pickering BAWA) 

• Australasian Bittern Surveys Benger Swamp Nature 
Reserve December 2007 - January 2008 (Nicole Lincoln 
DEC South West Region) and 

• Australasian Bittern in South Eastern Australia (Robyn 
Pickering BAWA). 

Discussion focused on current understanding of the status of 
the species, current methods being used for surveys and 
possible improvements, volunteer awareness and experience, 
databasing, short term goals and long term goals. The 
Australian Little Bittern (Ixobrychus minutus) was also 
discussed. 

The participants agreed that further surveys were needed in 
all parts of the known range to determine which wetlands 
would support the species, identify wetlands where the 
species is known to be present and to improve methodologies 
further with an aim for more rapid assessments. 

The longer term aims of the project are to determine the 
current range and population and depending on these results 
make a submission for listing of the species under the 
national Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act (EPBC). 

South-East Australia 

During late September Andrew Silcocks (Birds Australia 
National Office) set up the first surveys of the species 
(together with Australian Little Bittern) throughout the range 
in SE Australia. Andrew and others at the Birds Australia 
National Office have for several years been looking for 
records of both reed dwelling bitterns in Australia through 
the Threatened Bird Network Volunteer Newsletter. The 
National Office has put together survey forms, survey 
methodologies and identification sheets for both bittern 
species. These documents form a comprehensive kit, which 
can be accessed from http://www.birdsaustralia.com.au/our-
projects/bittern-survey.html. 

The survey forms from the kit aim to document suitable 
wetlands as well as past and current records at the wetlands. 

In SE Australia, as in WA, there is a great concern by those 
who monitor the species that habitat is declining with a 
corresponding decline in the species. There is also a general 
feeling that the current population estimate used to assess the 
species status is much higher than reality. 

Swan Coastal Plain 

The big news is a confirmed record of an Australasian Bittern 
at Benger Swamp in September 2008 by DEC South West. 
Nicole Lincoln and Kim Williams have set up a 
comprehensive set of surveys at Benger Swamp, which 
commenced in December 2007 until the swamp was dry in 
January 2008 and then restarted in September 2008. The 

 

Bittern with fish in swale, 26 August 2008 
Photo: Kevin Williams 
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record from September 2008 is the first confirmed record on 
the Swan Coastal Plain since 1992 and was a result of DEC 
recording a call and subsequent review of the recording by 
Peter Taylor. Robyn Pickering is co-ordinating surveys in the 
Perth metropolitan area with a focus on Jandabup Lake, 
Herdsman Lake, Kogolup Lake and Thomson’s Lake. Some 
other wetlands are being assessed for habitat. 

Muir-Unicup Wetlands 

Historically, the Muir-Unicup complex of wetlands has been 
a reliable area for Australasian Bitterns, with numerous 
records going back to the 1980s. More recently, casual 
surveys in 2005, 2006 and 2007 have confirmed the presence 
of both Australasian and Australian Little Bitterns at a 
number of sites by call only. One individual, however, was 
flushed by Wayne Zadow in November 2005 at Cobertup 
Swamp. 

A more intensive survey was conducted on the weekend of 
17-19 October 2008 with a total of 18 volunteers and two 
DEC staff. The intention was to survey a number of sites at 
which bitterns had previously been recorded as well as sites 
with large expanses of suitable habitat that bitterns were 
likely to inhabit. The technique used was to listen at specific 
locations over a 20-30 minute period each evening, noting 
the direction and estimated distance of any bittern calls. 
Broadcast of recorded calls was also 
used in an attempt to elicit 
responses. Three groups, led by Ian 
Wheeler and Roger Hearn (both 
from DEC’s Warren Region) and 
Peter Taylor each visited a set of 
predetermined sites on the Friday 
and Saturday nights. A total of 20 
wetlands were surveyed over the 
weekend. 

On the Friday night, a single 
Australasian Bittern was confirmed 
calling regularly at Kulunilup 
Swamp by Ian Wheeler’s group 
while a brief call was heard from 
Geordinup Swamp by Peter Taylor’s 
group but could not be confirmed. 
Members of all three groups were subsequently taken to the 
Kulunilup site and were able to hear the bird calling until just 
after 11pm when it ceased calling. It was decided to attempt 
to get a visual confirmation of this bird so a group of 14 
people waded into the wetland and was rewarded with 
excellent views when an Australasian Bittern was flushed. 

A further four birds were confirmed calling on the following 
evening at four distinct locations within the Tordit-Gurrup 
and Poorginup Swamp complex, south of the Muir Highway. 
However, the distances involved precluded any follow up 
flushing attempts for these birds. 

Subsequently some of the lakes were visited by DEC officers 
from Manjimup on 23 October 2008 during daytime routine 
water monitoring and Australasian Bitterns were heard at 
Poorginup (three calls in 5 minutes at 1100 am), Byenup 
Lagoon (two calls heard at 1300 hours) and Kulunilup 
Swamp (heard calling at 1440 hours in the same area where it 
was flushed on the 17th and 18th) (Ian Wheeler pers. comm.). 

South Coast of Western Australia 

The South Coastal wetlands provide the greatest challenge to 
the project as there are fewer people for surveys, the wetlands 
are spread from Lake Jasper to Cape Arid National Park and 
DEC and BAWA members already have their hands full with 
Western Ground Parrot, Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo and 
Noisy Scrub-bird! However, a list of wetlands where the 
species has been previously recorded has been distributed to 
some key people. Some of these wetlands are being assessed 
for habitat and a few small-scale listening surveys have been 
conducted. It is hoped that in 2009 a more comprehensive 
survey can be conducted in this area. 

Call broadcast 

In 2007 the BAWA Swan Coastal Plain project trialled 
broadcasting calls of the Australasian Bittern as a survey 
technique. Call broadcast is used in North America as a 
standard technique for monitoring the American Bittern 
(Botaurus lentiginosis) (Ministry of Environment, Lands and 
Parks 1998). The trial by BAWA was inconclusive as the 
wetlands used had no breeding male Australasian Bitterns 
present or the broadcasting equipment was inadequate. This 
trial was continued in 2007/8 by Nicole Lincoln’s team at 
Benger Swamp with some interesting results, which 
suggested that broadcasting calls could be used as a rapid 

survey technique for determining if 
territorial male bitterns are present. 
However, according to Andrew 
Silcocks, results from a test in 
Victoria in October 2008 suggest 
that the technique will only work if 
breeding conditions are suitable. 

With the positive results from 
Benger Swamp it was decided by all 
the groups doing bittern surveys in 
Western Australia that the trial 
would be continued. Each group is 
using a slightly different procedure, 
however, which will help to fine 
tune this method. 

Surveys by Ian Wheeler and Roger 
Hearn in the Muir-Unicup wetlands have shown Australasian 
and Australian Little Bitterns will call within a minute of a 
call being played, but it is difficult to determine whether the 
birds would have called regardless of the broadcast. 

Broadcast calls have been used in the metropolitan surveys 
and appear to have been responded to by Purple Swamphens. 
This is problematic for less experienced wetland birders as 
the “thumping” Purple Swamphen call may be given in 
response to a broadcast of Australasian Bittern calls, and this 
is a call which can be confused with that of the Australasian 
Bittern. 

As call broadcast is being used for both bittern species in the 
metropolitan area and country areas we request that any 
heard bittern records be submitted to Frank O’Connor or 
Robyn Pickering to ensure it was not a broadcast call from 
one of the surveys, rather than using the Birdswa or Birding-
Aus email systems. Similarly, if readers use broadcast calls 
then they should notify others. 

 

Australasian Bittern in flight. 
Photo: David Harper 
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Where to find Australasian Bitterns in WA? 

Australasian Bitterns have been recorded in at least 50 
wetlands in Western Australia since 1981. Records since 
1992, however, have been few, probably due to reduced 
survey effort. The best sites since 1992 have been Cobertup 
Swamp and Kulunilup Swamp in the Muir-Unicup Wetlands, 
Lake Powell (west of Albany) and Lake Pleasant View (East 
of Albany). Cobertup Swamp, which is just 500 m from the 
Muir Highway, and Lake Powell, which is on the Lower 
Denmark Road, are perhaps the easiest to access. Most 
records from these sites are from listening for calling birds 
from sunset or pre-dawn. 

Visually the Australasian Bitten can be confused with the 
juvenile Nankeen Night-Heron, which is a smaller bird with 
finer streaking on the breast and spotting on the wing. 
Australasian Bittern are unlikely to be seen perched in shrubs 
or trees. For further identification information check the 
Australasian Bittern identification sheet on the Birds 
Australia website (http://www.birdsaustralia.com.au/our-
projects/bittern-survey.html). 

Summary 

The bittern project has grown into a much larger co-ordinated 
project than it was last year. This is primarily due to the 
Bunbury workshop, which was initiated by Cheryl Gole. In 
early 2009 the workshop team and a few others will again 
meet to track progress and plan future work. 

There are more than 50 volunteers and DEC staff involved 
with the project in WA. Education and awareness of the 
species throughout the WA birding community will aid 
success of the project. We ask anyone who conducts wetland 
surveys, especially in wetlands where stands of rushes or 
sedges are present, to familiarise themselves with 
photographs and drawings of the Australasian Bittern and 
juvenile Nankeen Night-Herons. It is also important to 
familiarise yourself with the calls of the Australasian Bittern 
and the full range of Purple Swamphen calls. The calls of 
Australasian and Australian Little Bittern can be heard by 
accessing (http://www.birdpedia.com/au/bi.dll/bipu01?
m=002) and they are also on the BOCA CDs and tapes or 
David Stewart’s “Rails and Bittern Calls” CD. 

The authors would like to thank all the DEC staff and 
volunteers involved and also to those who have willingly 
contributed their knowledge and thoughts. Without such 
contributions of time and knowledge this endangered and 
very cryptic water bird could not be surveyed. 
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SOUTHWEST SHOREBIRD 2020 SURVEY RESULTS 
FOR 2008 

December 2007 saw the launch of the Shorebird 2020 
program by Birds Australia in partnership with WWF 
Australia and the Australian Wildlife Conservancy. 

In many ways the Shorebird 2020 program is a continuation 
of the long running national shorebird population monitoring 
scheme run by Birds Australia and facilitated by state 
conservation agencies, including Western Australia’s 
Department of Environment and Conservation. The shorebird 
population monitoring program is one of the longest running 
shorebird monitoring schemes in the southern hemisphere 
and among its many achievements boasts continuous records 
from Tasmania dating back to the 1960s. As such it forms the 
national database for many decisions relating to the 
Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act and the protection of wetlands. 

As part of the Shorebird 2020 project launch in Western 
Australia last December, shorebird identification and 
orientation courses based on the Peel Yalgorup Ramsar site 
were run by the BA shorebird group in partnership with the 
City of Mandurah, Department of Environment and 
Conservation and the Peel Waterways Centre. 

Over 50 people attended a series of events aimed at drawing 
attention to shorebird related issues, including their 
conservation both overseas and in Western Australia, their 
identification, ecology and life style. 

Activities, many of which were family based, were held at 
the shorebird hotspots of Nairns (north east Peel Inlet) and 
Lake McLarty (Shire of Murray). A highly informative 
illustrated presentation was given by Rob Clemens at the Peel 
Waterways Centre, which covered population monitoring and 
population dynamics of this fascinating group of birds. Later 
in the week a number of shorebird banding and leg flagging 
sessions were held on Peel Inlet and Lake McLarty. This last 
activity offered participants an opportunity to experience at 
close quarters a number of shorebird species, both migratory 
and resident, which use the Peel Yalgorup Ramsar system. 
For many the highlight of the banding sessions was a Red-
necked Avocet caught at about 3:00 AM on Lake McLarty. 
In total, 16 shorebird species were identified, including six 
species that were banded and leg flagged. 

About Shorebirds 2020 

The main goal of the Shorebird 2020 project is to continue, 
and where possible improve, the existing shorebird 
population monitoring scheme and as such offers a great 
opportunity for people to help with this important national 
monitoring scheme. 

Shorebirds 2020 is a collaborative enterprise between Birds 
Australia, the Australasian Wader Studies Group (AWSG), 
WWF-Australia and the Australian Government’s Natural 
Heritage Trust. 

The primary objectives of the program are to: 

• collect data on the numbers of shorebirds in a manner 
that can aid their conservation and management, 
specifically long- and short-term population trends, 

BAWA projects, ctd 
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• explore what may be causing those 
changes, and 

• understand the relationship between 
habitat quality and threats to the 
distribution and abundance of 
shorebirds. 

To manage the development of the 
Shorebird 2020 programme Birds 
Australia has appointed a project 
manager, Jo Oldfield, a technical 
manager, Rob Clemens and a project 
officer, Angie Haslem. They are working 
closely with myself as the Birds Australia 
WA Shorebird Conservation Coordinator 
and a number of regional organizers to 
achieve positive conservation outcomes 
throughout the south west and beyond. 

Shorebird research in southwest WA 

Many questions relating to shorebirds in 
Australia are still to be answered and 
Western Australia is ideally suited to 
deliver some of the answers. 

One of the great unknowns of shorebird 
ecology in Australia is the role the 
temporal lakes, both salt and fresh, of the 
arid interior and wheat growing regions of 
Australia, play in the annual life cycles of 
both migratory and non migratory species. 

Observations from the Peel Yalgorup 
system suggest that many of the Sharp-
tailed Sandpipers that use the Peel 
Yalgorup Ramsar site in internationally 
important numbers as their non-breeding 
home during the austral summer, move 
away from the area when summer rains 
occur inland. This is also true of many of 
our resident species such as Black- 
fronted Dotterel, Black-winged Stilt and 
Red-capped Plover. 

Observers based in the inland areas are 
uniquely placed to answer this question 
and indeed a group of intrepid observers 
based in the Katanning area has recently 
discovered small concentrations of 
migratory shorebirds on the lake systems 
of the inland Great Southern region of 
WA. 

Other big picture questions that need to be 
answered with shorebirds in the southern 
half of WA relate primarily to the 
conservation of their mud land and 
estuarine habitats on the Swan Coastal 
plain and estuaries on the south coast. 

Recently one long-standing question 
relating to the movements and site use of 
the south-west’s most important shorebird 
site, the Peel Yalgorup Ramsar site has 

been answered. Until this year shorebird 
experts have not been able to say with any 
certainty where the many thousands of 
migratory shorebirds that use the Lake 
McLarty part of the Peel Yalgorup system 
go after this freshwater wetland dries out, 
usually in early February. Some birds 
move back onto the Peel Inlet using 
Austin Bay and the Yunderup mudlands 
for feeding, but not all of them. Where the 
rest went was poorly understood. This 
situation changed recently with the third 
sighting of a leg flagged shorebird on 
Lake Preston, this time a Curlew 
Sandpiper. The previous two sightings 
were Red-necked Stints that had been 
banded and flagged at Lake McLarty in 
December 2007 during the Shorebird 
2020 workshop. These sightings not only 
help with the conservation of these birds 
in the south west but also highlight the 
role that community and volunteer groups 
can and do play in the conservation 
industry. 

Shorebird monitoring volunteers 
needed 

We want to hear from anyone with an 
interest in shorebirds and shorebird 
conservation, or who would like to learn 
more about these amazing birds. In 
particular we are looking for volunteers to 
assist with biannual national population 
monitoring counts at sites throughout 
Australia. People with limited shorebird 
experience need not be daunted as we will 
be supporting counters with a shorebird 
identification toolkit, workshops and 
regional mentors. 

The areas where help is particularly 
needed are ALBANY, KALBARRI and 
WHEATBELT RESERVES. 

Table 1 (see over) shows the results of the 
summer 2008 counts carried out in the 
southern half of WA. 

To register your interest in this exciting 
project, please contact Jo Oldland or Rob 
Clemens at Birds Australia National 
Office on (03) 9347 0757, or Bill 
Rutherford at Birds Australia WA on (08) 
9383 7749 or 0438 910252, or Sue Mather 
on 9389 6416. Check out the Shorebird 
Conservation Toolkit and join the 
Shorebirds Australia Group to keep 
informed on the project and join the 
discussion on Australia’s amazing 
shorebirds. 

Bill Rutherford 
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Sanderling 

Eastern Curlew 
Drawings: Judy Blyth 

Red-necked Stint 
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Table 1: Summary to date of 2008 shorebird summer surveys for the southwest of Western Australia. 
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Digital photosDigital photos  
When submitting electronic images for possible use in WABN, 
please use a medium to high resolution, eg, 300 dpi, as this 
provides a clearer reproduction. 

Most digital cameras provide an option for selecting the resolution. 
Low resolution images generally are used only for display on 
computer monitors and not for printing. 

When emailing photos, please send them separately and not 
embedded in Word documents. 
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OVER WINTERING CURLEWS AT 
SOLDIERS COVE IN 2008 

Due to the high water levels associated with a series of high 
tides this winter, Eastern Curlews (Numenius 
madagascariensis) have been seen regularly at Soldiers Cove 
through the 2008 winter. Between 5 April 2008 and 13 
September 2008 Eastern Curlews have been sighted 62 times. 
The maximum number of five was observed on three 
occasions, four once and three on nine visits. It is most 
unusual to see curlews over the winter months; in the same 
period in 2007 none was observed. In previous years the 
occasional Whimbrel has been seen at Samphire Cove and/or 
Soldiers Cove. (Two Whimbrels were observed between 5 
April 2008 and 17 July 2008 but since that date they have 
been seen 14 times and only five Eastern Curlews have been 
observed over this latter period.) Conventional wisdom is that 
it is usually juvenile birds that over winter. Mike Bamford 
(per. comm.) reported Eastern Curlews at the Creery 
wetlands over this period. 

The Eastern Curlews were all observed feeding or roosting 
on the samphire covered peninsula when it was inundated 
with the higher tides, but did not stay on a permanent basis. I 
understand that 2008 is the year in the seven-year tide cycle 
when more high tides can be expected. Whimbrels are 
normally observed when the tides are lower. 

The Eurasian Curlew (Numenius arguata) is a very rare 
vagrant in the north and the only fully documented report 
was in November 2007 at 80 Mile Beach. 

Dick Rule 
 

A HUNGRY SWAMPHEN 

At Herdsman Lake, on 12 September, I watched a Purple 
Swamphen pounce on a tiny duckling that was about 30 cm 
from the edge of the reeds. It dragged the duckling into the 
cover of the reeds and then proceeded to eat it. The 
swamphen started pecking at the duckling and immediately 
swallowed the pecked-off bits. Although I was not close 
enough to be sure, it appeared that the whole duckling was 
eaten. 

I did not see the swamphen eat anything else at the time, but 
this observation does show that swamphens eat more than 
just young green shoots of the rushes. 

Hank van Wees 
 

 

MIMICRY IN THE INLAND THORNBILL 

In a note on the Inland Thornbill Acanthiza apicalis (Mees 
2005), I mentioned somewhat casually that this species 
includes much mimicry in its song. This remark was partly 
due to influence by O’Connor (2005), but was mainly based 
on faulty memory. It is erroneous and this has been on my 
conscience for some time. In the past three years I have paid 

special attention to the species and am impressed by the 
extent of its vocabulary but, perhaps surprisingly, have never 
heard any clear imitation. Although mimicry in the species is 
well known (Higgins and Peter 2002), it must be unusual and 
well worth recording. 

Listening to this bird against the background noise of the surf 
of the Southern Ocean gives me plenty of time to consider 
how inappropriate its name of Inland Thornbill (probably 
thought up in an office in the eastern states) is here. 
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SILVEREYE MIMICRY 

During a visit to Eyre Bird Observatory in August 2008, I 
was observing a group of Blue-breasted Fairy-wrens foraging 
when a small flock of Silvereyes made its way through the 
Acacias in front of me. One bird from the flock landed on a 
small branch about two metres away seemingly unaware of 
my presence. It then proceeded to sing almost continuously 
for the next two to three minutes. Interspersed amongst the 
Silvereyes’ own calls were excellent reproductions of calls of 
the Singing Honeyeater, Brown Honeyeater and New 
Holland Honeyeater as well as some others that I was not 
able to identify positively. The Silvereye was singing quietly 
(almost confidentially) in much the same way that male 
Australian Magpies do when they are going through their 
repertoire. The bird’s proximity to me meant that I was able 
confirm that it was the source and not other birds in the 
bushes nearby as the three honeyeaters mentioned are quite 
abundant at Eyre for most of the year. 

Upon finishing its singing, the Silvereye perched quietly for a 
moment before flying in the direction that the rest of the 
flock had taken. 

Mimicry in Silvereyes is well known (Higgins et al. 2006) 
and the species listed include other honeyeaters but not the 
ones mentioned above. 
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IN THE RED CORNER … AND IN THE 
YELLOW CORNER … 

Two birds which knock the socks of us all are the 
Western Yellow Robin and the Scarlet Robin. If 
you’re in their territory they will visit, pose and 
display their sweetness. 

In October 2008 I had the pleasure of investigating the 
bushland of Stirling Range Retreat and bumped into 
these birds a few times, but on one occasion I 
witnessed what I considered to be uncharacteristic 
behaviour. These two pretty things had a skirmish! 

What started out to be a Western Yellow Robin 
apparently muscling in on the Scarlet Robin’s patch 
resulted in frantic chasing, the aggressor being first 
one, then the other. Climaxing the incident was a 
rough-and-tumble on the ground, the larger bird 
seeming to have the best of it. But no, the Scarlet 
Robin eventually sent the other packing. 

Rod Smith 
 

 

NESTS IN BANKSIA CALEYI 

Throughout July, August and early September 2008 I 
conducted field surveys in the vicinity of Ongerup, 
during which time I noticed a strong relationship 
between Banksia caleyi and the choice of nesting sites 
by the local birds. A total of 118 B. caleyi shrubs were 
checked and the species proved to be a popular choice 
when it came to nesting. 

An overview of my findings is listed below. 

Purple-gaped Honeyeater 
Most nests were placed amongst the outer leaves in the upper 
canopy of B. caleyi. 23 nests were located, and of these 15 
were old, six nests contained eggs and two nests had chicks. 

New Holland Honeyeater 
A total of eight nests were recorded, of which five were old, 
two contained eggs and one was freshly constructed. All of 
the eight nests were located less than 1.5 metres above the 
ground and were better hidden than the Purple-gaped 
Honeyeater nests. The nests were placed more towards the 
centre of the shrubs. 

White-browed Babbler 
Twelve nests were recorded, and of these 10 were old and 
two nests contained eggs. One of the old nests contained a 
Pigmy Possum. Most of the White-browed Babbler nests 
were located above one metre and placed towards the centre 
of the shrub. 

Common Bronzewing and Crested Pigeon 
A total of 27 platform nests were recorded within the 118 B. 
caleyi shrubs. Of these nests, 21 were old, and only six active 
nests could be identified. These included four Common 
Bronzewing nests, two with eggs and two with chicks. The 
other two active nests were Crested Pigeon nests, and one of 
these contained eggs and the other chicks. No active Brush 
Bronzewing nests were recorded at the site, but Brush 
Bronzewings were uncommon to rare at this location. 

Both the Common Bronzewing and Crested Pigeon nests 
were placed above 1 metre and were located towards the 
middle of the Banksia. 

Red Wattlebird 
Two nests were recorded — one old nest and one containing 
two freshly laid eggs. Both nests were placed towards the top 
of mature B. caleyi. 

Inland Thornbill  
The one nest recorded contained two thornbill eggs and one 
Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo egg. The nest was placed 
amongst dead leaves of the Banksia and was located 25 cm 
from the ground. 

Steve Elson 
 

 

AVIAN FLOCKING: HOW IS IT DONE? 

Recently, while participating in a Vasse-Wonnerup bird 
survey, I had the pleasure of observing over 2000 Banded 
Stilts in flight. They took off together and remained in a 
small, compact flock while wheeling, turning and reversing, 
before settling almost simultaneously. Strangely, their 
‘cousins’, the Black-winged Stilts, rather less a flocking bird, 
do not behave similarly. 

Scarlet Robin 

Scarlet Robin and Western Yellow Robin fighting! 
Photos: Rod Smith 

Western Yellow Robin 
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Such compact, fast, twisting manoeuvres can be found 
among other waders, notably the Red-necked Stint. Some 
non-waders, such as the Galah, can be observed on occasion 
travelling in a dense flock (30+) at high speed among trees, 
with sudden course changes. Budgerigars in a flock of 
several hundred and more wheel and turn rapidly, often near 
or above water, and even Rock Doves, although usually in 
fairly loose flocks, weave together around obstacles. 

All the above flocks are fairly readily observable, but given 
the density, speed and complexity of the flock movements, 
eg, the Banded Stilt, the question is why the birds never 
collide. The most obvious explanation, of ordinary sensory 
communication, is not realistic because of the speeds and 
complexities of flight involved. 

In the 1980s Dunlin flocks were filmed with very rapid 
exposures. Analysis of the film revealed that flight 
manoeuvres commenced with one bird and spread through 
the flock from bird to bird like a wave at an average speed of 
15 milliseconds (thousandths of a second). However, when 
tested in the laboratory for their reaction time to a sudden 
stimulus, Dunlins had a reaction time of 38 milliseconds — 
in other words the flock responded more quickly than the 
minimum reaction time of the birds. 

A similar experiment was done with dancers in a human 
chorus line. The response to chorus line changes averaged 
107 milliseconds, nearly twice as fast as the human visual 
reaction time of 194 milliseconds. The experimenter for both 
the above (W K Potts 1984) attributed the bird flock flying 
abilities to a reaction to patterns, despite this requiring 
virtually continuous visual attention over 360° which seems 
unlikely, though not impossible. The explanation offered by 
R Sheldrake (1999, p.303) is that birds (and other animals) 
operate within what he terms a “morphic field” — “regions 
of space-time located in and around the systems they 
organise” — a type of telepathy. He quotes Long (a 
naturalist) who observed that when he fed birds irregularly in 
the wild, other birds would soon appear, including “relatively 
rare birds”. Long concluded some kind of telepathic 
communications was at work, signals being ‘sent out’ by the 
feeding birds which could be picked up by hungry birds 
beyond all possible range of sight and hearing. 

Long’s ideas (and those of Sheldrake) could explain the 
vulture phenomenon of Africa, whereby a large group of 
vultures gathers at a food source. The most common 
explanation, involving one bird noting the absence of a bird 
from a neighbouring (aerial) territory, thereby signalling the 
presence of a food source and leading to a sequential 
movement of other vultures towards it, encounters difficulties 
with aerial territorial absence for drinking, resting, etc. 
Telepathic communication (or the operation of ‘morphic 
fields’) overcomes these objections and is the more 
parsimonious explanation. Groups of Wedge-tailed Eagles 
can be observed at a food source and such gatherings could 
have a similar origin. 

As a matter of interest to bird observers, Sheldrake, whose 
experiments on the human knowledge of the sense of being 
stared at are accepted by many scientists as being proven 
(while at the same time rejected by others for not being 
explicable by scientific laws), reports an Italian study on the 

awareness of birds being stared at. This involved bird 
observers looking at sleeping geese through binoculars, three 
minutes observations, three minutes not. Film analysis 
showed the geese awoke and looked towards the hidden 
observers ten times when under observation compared with 
three times when not. 

One birding study does not make proof that the knowledge of 
being stared at exists among birds, despite it being shown to 
exist in humans, but many observers of waterbirds will have 
encountered the phenomenon of a distant quiescent group of 
waterbirds ‘awaking’ and moving when coming under 
telescopic or (even more) binocular observation. 

Sheldrake showed that dogs are able to sense when their 
owners are coming home (a phenomenon well known to 
many cat and dog owners). He attributes this phenomenon to 
morphic fields. 

As a consequence of his work (especially on the human sense 
of being stared at), Sheldrake is persona non grata to many 
in the scientific community. Sheldrake set out his concept of 
morphic fields in an interesting and readable book (Sheldrake 
1999). 

References 
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Bruce Buchanan 

Editors’ note: The way that flocks of birds wheel together has 
long fascinated naturalists and poets alike, and many ideas have 
been put forward in explanation. As Bruce Buchanan notes, 
Rupert Sheldrake has been regarded as persona non grata in 
much of the scientific community; however, see Freeman (2005) 
for a more balanced view. Nevertheless, it is important to point 
out that part of the reason for criticism of Sheldrake’s ideas is 
that there is no empirical evidence to support the existence of his 
postulated “morphic fields”. There is also an extensive literature 
that explores how Quantum Field Theory (an offshoot of 
conventional quantum mechanics) might be used to explain 
phenomena such as these that are not easily explained by 
conventional science (see eg Clarke 2005). Indeed, conventional 
quantum mechanics predicts that objects are not as separate as 
they seem, leading to the conclusion that relationships extend 
curiously throughout space and time – Einstein called these 
phenomena “spooky action at a distance” and one of the 
founders of quantum theory, Erwin Schrödinger, dubbed this 
peculiarity “entanglement”. The book by Radin (2006) discusses 
these issues and how they might relate to many situations where 
conventional communication methods seem inadequate to 
explain rapid or distant communications between humans or 
other social animals. On the other hand, for those wishing to 
explore more conventional ideas about how flocking animals 
communicate, there is a growing body of interesting work; 
readers may wish to refer to articles such as those by Couzin et 
al. (2005) and Ward et al. (2008). 
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EARLY EMERGING 
FLEDGLINGS 

HANZAB notes Scarlet Robin 
fledglings as being recorded in 
September at the earliest. A group of 
us on the BAWA excursion to Noble 
Falls observed two obviously 
recently emerged youngsters on 31 
August 2008. They were huddled 
together on a fairly high branch, and 
the adult male was seen to fly up to 
feed them periodically. 

One day earlier than previously 
‘officially’ recorded might not be 
much, but is it a sign of global 
warming? 

Maris Lauva 
 

 

 
UNUSUAL SIGHTING: LAGOON NEAR CANNING 
RIVER WETLANDS, WILSON, 6 September 

During a bird walk I was leading, following a recent free 
public seminar at the Canning River Eco-Education Centre in 
Wilson, my small group had an unusual and rather exciting 
observation. 

It was breeding season, and the Red Wattlebirds were at their 
aggressive best, resenting any intrusion from anything or 
anybody, including hungry Tiger Snakes. 

We were amazed to observe an excited Red Wattlebird 
diving onto and attacking an aggressive Tiger Snake, which 
was rearing up to defend itself and striking at the bird. 

The wattlebird persisted in its attack and the snake sought 
cover in the dense leafy base of a tree. However, the snake 
came out from its cover and the wattlebird continued its 
attack, persistently swooping and diving at the head of the 
snake. 

In response the snake continued to rear up with the sides of 
its ‘neck’ hooded to make it look larger. The snake 
persistently struck at the wattlebird, but we could not 
determine if it succeeded in biting the bird. 

After several minutes of continued attack and defence 
between the two animals, the snake managed to escape the 
bird’s attentions and disappeared into long grass closer to the 
water in the lagoon. We then lost sight of the snake. 

Needless to say, this was rather a highlight of our walk that 
day. 

Jennifer Muir 
 

 

NOTES ON THE FISH-EATING BIRDS OF 
MAYLANDS 

The Maylands Peninsula is bounded by the Swan River and a 
description of the area during 1982-1992 and the river has 

been detailed elsewhere (Stranger 
1993). Suffice to say that here the 
river is a normal freshwater river in 
winter but ceases to flow in summer, 
becoming brackish and clear, and 
tidal (Serventy 1948). At the time of 
my observations, fishes were 
abundant and attracted seven species 
of fish-eating birds (see below), and 
two large clay-pits with permanent 
water provided a sanctuary where 
the birds could rest. 

A feature of the area was a resting 
place for up to 50 Darters in the 
riverside Flooded Gums in Belmont, 
south of the peninsula, but I do not 
know if they roosted there, too. A 
consequence of these gatherings was 

that there were always more Darters in the river here than 
further upstream. Another feature was the infrequent mass-
fishing displays by flocks of Little Black Cormorants. 

The birds were more often recorded during April to 
September, the two terns favoured March to June, and the 
Australian Pelican was fairly uniform in presence. This 
preference for the winter months may in part be a response to 
the marine fish being flushed from the estuary by the winter 
rains, and those fish tolerant of freshwater being more 
concentrated locally, and the river water being calmer. 

The species 

Caspian Tern: Usually singles, pairs or a few. It occurs here 
throughout the year but favours April to September, which is 
opposite to its occurrence in the Swan Estuary (Storr and 
Johnstone 1988: 43). It ranges around the peninsula and is 
reputed to range upstream to Bayswater. It was recorded 24 
times in the 10 year period. 

Crested Tern: Usually singles or pairs but 10 on 24/2/1985. It 
occurs here throughout the year but mostly from January to 
June, and ranges around the entire peninsula. The 32 records 
of it here in the 10 years perhaps suggest that it is commoner 

Scarlet Robin fledgings 
Photo: Maris Laura 
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than the “rarely to Maylands” stated by Storr and Johnstone 
(1988: 43). 

Darter: Usually singles or pairs on the river and in the clay-
pits. Gatherings in the Flooded Gums across the river at 
Belmont have been “many” and 40+ in April, “many” and 
10+ in May, and 15/20, 30/40, 40/50 and 50 in June. These 
birds are generally females and juveniles with white breasts, 
but a few males will be among them. The species occurs here 
throughout the year but mostly from April to September, and 
this merges into its breeding season of August to December 
(Storr 1991: 27). 

Each bird obviously selects a very large area of river in 
which to fish, and I guess that most of the birds that assemble 
here must come from a considerable distance upstream, and 
perhaps from the estuary, too. On several occasions birds had 
fish and once the fish was so large that the bird had to come 
onto the river-bank to swallow it. Except for the pelican it is 
rarely the length of a fish that troubles the bird but the depth 
of the fish’s body. The Darters frequency of occurrence here 
is very similar to that of the Little Black Cormorant. To me 
the male’s very loud call “quack, quack, quack” is 
reminiscent of that of the male Pacific Black Duck. 

Little Black Cormorant. Usually singles, pairs, a few or 
several on the river or resting in riverside trees or in the clay-
pits. Larger numbers of 100-300 were seen on 12 occasions, 
however, and on five of them the birds were actively engaged 
in mass-fishing displays, for which the species is renowned 
(Serventy and Whittell 1976: 113). Thus except for 10 birds 
seen fishing on 18 July 1983, I came to associate the large 
numbers with prey fish. My observations are: 

18 July 1983. A small flock of 10 actively fishing, the fish 
being quite small. A Great Cormorant joined them and 
subsequently another three. 

8 June 1984. A flock of 150-200 were resting on the river-
bank, and a few Great Cormorants were among them. Upon 
my approach all the birds flew out onto the river, but merely 
rested there and were not fishing. 

17 April 1985. A flock of 100-125 were flying upstream. 

6 May 1985. A flock of ca. 100 were on the river, but were 
not fishing. 

22 May 1985. A flock of 200-250 were on the river, but were 
not fishing. 

15 June 1985. A flock of 100-150 birds. 

4 August 1985. Large numbers and flocks. 

14 August 1985. A large flock of 250-300 birds was actively 
fishing and several Great Cormorants were among them. 
Silver Gulls were hawking and milling around overhead. 

15 August 1985. A mixed flock of Little Black and Great 
Cormorants were fishing in the river, with their numbers in 
an approximate ratio of 6 to 4. 

2 September 1985. A flock of 250-300 birds were fishing in 
the river and several Great Cormorants were among them. 

30 April 1991. A flock of 100 birds flying down-stream. 

18 June 1991. (a) A flock of 200-250 birds were fishing, with 

some Great Cormorants among them, and (b) A flock of 100 
birds were fishing and a few Great Cormorants were among 
them. 

1 June 1992. A flock of 150-175 birds was seen. 

The observations span from 17 April to 2 September, the 
river normally freshwater then. Thus the personal comment 
of Dr Barry Hutchins that the prey fish would be hardyheads, 
almost certainly refers to the Western Hardyhead 
Leptatherina wallacae (Allen et al. 2002: 140). This very 
common species grows to 7 cm in length but is more usually 
ca. 4 cm. Two other local species of hardyhead are estuarine, 
as are those cited by Serventy and Whittell (1976: 113). 

On another occasion — I have lost my records — a 
comparatively large flock of 500-750 birds was flying 
upstream in a loose-knit straggle, some 300-400 metres long 
and about 10 metres above the river. The lead birds suddenly 
dived into the river and began fishing. The remaining birds 
progressively flew up to and dived down behind them, the 
result being a very large mass-fishing display. Serventy and 
Whittell (1976: 113) describe such mass fishing but it is 
worthwhile recording my observations too. Namely, when all 
the birds are in the river and fishing, they dive and surface 
independently of one another. The birds at the rear fly to the 
front and dive in again and therefore the flock continually 
moves forward and quite quickly too. At mid-afternoon 
exactly one week later the same flock (?) flew westwards 
across the southern peninsula. 

Also of great interest is that the Great Cormorant knows 
these fishing activities of the Little Black and joins in, too, 
thus availing itself of these opportunities. However, the Great 
does not seem to understand the controlled and ordered 
activities of the Little Black and just seems to splash around 
rather aimlessly. Nevertheless, its regular occurrence 
amongst or with the Little Black surely means that the Great 
benefits, too. 

I add, however, that I did not see any such fishing displays on 
the Peel Inlet during 1965-1980, and the Little Black does not 
attend the nets or the boats of the fishermen. This would be in 
part at least because the fish caught commercially would be 
too large for the Little Black to swallow, but such fish are 
very acceptable to the Pied Cormorant and infrequently the 
Great. 

Great Cormorant: Usually singles or pairs but up to 10 or so 
sometimes gathered in the clay-pits on the peninsula. The 
species presumably occurs here throughout the year but 
favoured the period April to September. Its penchant for 
joining with flocks of the Little Black has been detailed 
above and it is very timid compared to the Pied Cormorant. 

Little Pied Cormorant: Usually small numbers, up to three or 
four, often in a tree with the Little Black when resting. It was 
also mostly recorded from April to September and otherwise 
rather rarely. 

Australian Pelican: Usually small numbers but up to 15-20 
birds may occur on the western river and a few in the clay 
pits. It is of more uniform occurrence compared to the other 
species but favoured May to September. This may be due to 
it feeding on a wide range of fish species, including sizes not 
acceptable to other species, and perhaps it benefits from 
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professional fishing activities too, as at Mandurah (Stranger 
1992). 

Silver Gull: Up to 100 birds at barbecue and picnic facilities. 
Very young birds occur here too, and many of them can be 
barely off the breeding islands. 

Osprey: Reputed to range upstream to Ron Courtney Island, 
Guildford. It ranges over sedge beds and stands of paperbark 
and will cross over the peninsula, and is able to momentarily 
semi-hover for a wing beat or two. It was seen once in April, 
twice in May, June and July, and once in August, November 
and December. Its occurrence here in the winter emulates the 
Australian Pelican, Darter and the three cormorants, and 
largely coincides with a turbid, freshwater river. Only on one 
occasion were two birds seen together — a pair? — and it is 
reported that nesting was once attempted in one of the towers 
near the Garrett Road Bridge, Bayswater. In late April 1983 
when large numbers of Sea Mullet Mugil cephalus were 
concentrated in the eastern river, an Osprey caught a large 
one, flew to the top of the radio tower at the Police Academy, 
and commenced eating the fish. 

White-bellied Sea Eagle: Observed twice, once east and once 
west of the peninsula. 
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Birds of the Greater South WestBirds of the Greater South West  
New bird book now available at the Birds WA Australia office at Pere-
grine House. 

Simon Nevill has produced a pocket 305 page soft cover guide to the 
Birds of the Greater South West. It has a protective plastic jacket and 
strong stitched back. The area covered by this publication includes the 
south-west region, extending to Carnarvon, Kalgoorlie and Esperance. Fol-
lowing an introductory section on general topics, the main guide book sec-
tion proper includes 304 species photographed with text and distribution 
maps including known subspecies. It covers the vast majority of birds 
possible to see but does not include pelagic or some extremely rare va-
grants. 

It retails from Birds Australia for $34.95.  

 

Season’s greetings 
 
 
 
 

To all our members. 
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Sunday 14 December: 
BAWA Christmas barbecue 

 

 

 

 

 

A barbecue will be held on 
Sunday, 14 December 
at Peregrine House, 

commencing at 6:00 pm. 
BYO meat, drinks, and salads 
— all members are welcome! 

For members and guests only. 

COMBINED CHARITIES' CARD SHOPCOMBINED CHARITIES' CARD SHOP  

Trading at Bank of Queensland 

111 St George’s Terrace, Perth 

Monday-Friday 

September - October 10:00 am - 3:00 pm 

November - 18 December - 9:30 am - 4:00 pm 

Telephone: 0439 364 886 

Inquiries please contact the Shop Manager, 
Sally Wilson, on 9354 1208 

 

Rottnest wader/bushbird count 
Friday 6 to Sunday 8 February 2009 

This campout at the UWA Research Station on 
Rottnest Island gathers valuable data for the Rott-
nest Island Authority, Shorebirds 2020 and both 
the Atlas and BAWA databases. 

This biannual continuing survey of wader sites and 
bushbird presence on Rottnest Island has a slight 
change in timing this year. The summer survey has 
been delayed until school holidays are finished, the 
mid-winter survey will involve a very small group 
surveying the wader sites only then there will be an 
August/September survey of the bushbird sites. 
This latter change has been made to maximize the 
opportunity of recording a more accurate count of 
the bushbirds. 

Accommodation is approximately $16.50 per 
night at the UWA Research Station. There are a 
number of rooms with bunk beds and some people 
camp in the station grounds. The station offers 
cooking facilities, refrigerators and bathrooms. You 
need to bring your own food or buy it on arrival. 

Transport — concessional ferry fares will be avail-
able. Transport around the island will be provided. 

Activities — there will be time for leisure activities 
also. The group usually dines at one of the venues 
offered on the island on the Saturday night. 

Bring your swimming gear. 

Numbers are limited to 20 and a number of people 
experienced in wader identification are needed. 

If you are interested in attending please register 
you name and contact details including email ad-
dress, at the office. 

For members only. 

Leader: Sue Mather 

Excursion reportsExcursion reports  
–– Note to contributors Note to contributors  

The editors request that the excursion reports be 
limited to 100 words as we try to limit the size of 
WABN to 36 pages, thus eliminating extra postal 
costs. The important features of excursion 
reports are: particular features of the site in 
relation to birds, the number of species recorded, 
any unusual sightings (species or high 
numbers), breeding records (with details) and the 
number of attendees. 

The Editors 
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
BIRDS AUSTRALIA WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Monday 23 February 2009 7.30 PM 
Ecology Centre, Bold Park, Floreat 

The Annual General Meeting of Birds 
Australia Western Australia is called to 
consider the following agenda: 
1. Apologies 
2. Confirmation of 2008 minutes (see BA 
 website) 
3. Business arising 
4. Chair’s Report 
5. Treasurer’s report 
6. Election of officers 
7. General business – awards 

Bruce Haynes, Chair 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 
BAWA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Nominations are called for the following positions to be 
elected at the BAWA Annual General Meeting on 23 
February 2009: 

Chair 
Vice Chair 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Committee members (up to 7) 

Nomination forms are available from the BAWA office and 
should be returned by 27 January 2009. 

Members are advised that some members of the current 
Executive Committee will not be renominating and we are 
seeking volunteers willing to attend the monthly meetings 
and carry out the other responsibilities required to run 
BAWA in an efficient and effective manner. 

Bruce Haynes, Chair, BAWA 

Notices, ctd 

BIRDS AUSTRALIA WESTERN AUSTRALIA GROUPBIRDS AUSTRALIA WESTERN AUSTRALIA GROUP  

Is offering postgraduate student sponsorship to facilitate the participation of Western Australian 
students in the Australasian Ornithological Conference 2009 

Venue: Armidale, NSW 
Date: 30th November – 4th December 2009 

Sponsorships of $500 are offered and will be allocated on the basis of the merit, quality and 
relevance of the applicant’s research. 

Applicants are asked to: 

• Submit 500 words outlining their work and detailing the stage they have reached 
• Submit an abstract of not more than 250 words for the paper they propose to present to the  AOC2009 
• The above to reach Birds Australia Western Australia by 30th June 2009 

Successful applicants will be notified by email or post by the 31st July 2009 and a cheque for $500 will be 
forwarded. 

A panel of scientists and representatives from Birds Australia Western Australia will review the applications 
and decide on who is to receive these. 

The conditions for this assistance are that applicants: 

• Are enrolled for a postgraduate degree that is relevant to ornithology 
• Are resident in Western Australia 
• Have registered to attend the AOC2009 for at least one day 
• Are prepared to present a paper at this conference 
• Have not received any other subsidy or grant to attend the AOC2009 

Application form can be downloaded from the Birds Australia website under Birds Australia Western 

Australia in the Regional Groups section: 

www.birdsaustralia.com.au 

Any questions in relation to this should be sent by email to sma12577@bigpond.net.au. 
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Annual Hooded Plover Survey 2009 

 
 
 
Don’t miss out on one of the birding high-
lights of the year! 
The annual Hooded Plover count will take 
place on: 

Saturday 21 February 2009 and 
Sunday 22 February 2009. 

Surveyors needed. 
For further information please contact: 

Marcus Singor Tel: 9362 2742 
or e-mail  msingor@iprimus.com.au 

Please find a survey form in this issue of 
Western Australian Bird Notes.  

MPG Malleefowl CorridorsMPG Malleefowl Corridors  
BIRD SURVEYS 

 
 

 

 

The Malleefowl Preservation Group Inc has 
established a 70 km wildlife corridor in the north 
Ongerup area as part of their on-ground 
conservation plan. In an effort to assess the 
effectiveness of those corridors, bird and vegetation 
monitoring surveys have been conducted in 40 km 
of corridors across farming and bushland reserve 
areas. The MPG is keen that the surveys are 
continued twice a year, in spring and autumn. 
However, help is needed due to the declining rural 
population and available qualified volunteers in the 
vicinity of the corridor. To this end the support and 
expertise of Birds Australia members has been 
requested. 

It is my role to co-ordinate future bird surveys for 
MPG. There are 11 sites. If you would like to provide 
your time and effort and meet some of the 70+ 
species encountered in the vegetation corridors, 
please contact me for details. 

Full MPG support and on-farm shearers’ quarters 
accommodation assistance is available by 
arrangement. 

Rod Smith 9447 3804 
E-mail: rodjoyce@bigpond.net.au 

EYRE BIRD OBSERVATORY 
 

 

 
 

Courses Coming Up 

FIELD TECHNIQUES IN BIRD STUDIES 

7th December – 13th December 2008 
Facilitated by Stephen Davies 

One of our longest running courses and always well 
attended. On this course you will learn a variety of 
methods to study birds and be introduced to a range of 
census techniques. You will also be assisted with bird 
identification skills, encouraged to participate in bird 
banding and take part in on-going recording procedures 
at the observatory. 

CHRISTMAS AT EYRE 

21st December – 27th December 2007 
John and Beverley O’Brien, Caretakers 

Christmas at Eyre offers that delightful combination of 
isolation and comfort, sorely needed in our busy lives. 
Grant yourself a peaceful week amongst the mallee and 
dunes of Eyre. Sleep, read, wander or swim at the nearby 
beach. You can even watch birds! Enjoy the beautiful 
natural environment away from the frantic atmosphere 
of Christmas in the city. 

DUNE RESTORATION    Half price! 

4th January – 10th January 2009 
Facilitator George Agar 

Special offer to all people who love the outdoors and the 
environment. This is a marvellous time of the year for 
collecting seed (for future planting) and seaweed (for 
spreading on the dunes). Eyre is offering a reduced rate 
of $45 per day for accommodation and meals for those 
participants willing to work four hours each day. 

Please contact the observatory to book in for January ‘09 

We have not yet been informed if the grant application is 
successful. If it is, the course will be free. 

BUSY BEE    Half price! 
15th – 21st February 2009   Facilitated by Caretakers 

Where on the Nullarbor can you stay and be fed for just 
$45 per day? A busy bee is organised to assist the 
caretakers with maintenance and other small jobs around 
the observatory. We charge $45 per day for food and 
accommodation for 4 hrs work each day. The rest of the 
time is yours to enjoy. You may wish to stay for the full 
duration OR just a few days. This is possible if caretakers 
are informed. 

Work to be carried out will include a beach clean-up and 
collection of seaweed and seeds for dune restoration 
work, as well as gathering firewood for the cooler times. 
General cleaning of gutters and verandahs and maybe 
even a little cooking if that is what you enjoy. Revisit 
Eyre, make a contribution and have a holiday all at the 
same time. Busy bees are popular, so book in early with 
the caretakers and avoid disappointment. Eight 
participants is all we can take. 
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NEW MEMBERS 
The following people joined Birds Australia between 1 
August and 31 October 2008. We look forward to 
meeting you at our excursions and general meetings: 

 Darling Range Wildlife Shelter Inc., G Bolt, J 
Boxall, J Boxall, M Browne, R Cole, K Cowie, G 
Cross, T Earl, P Gorey, A Gove, M Groot, C 
Harrington, R Kitchens, D E Little, L O'Halloran, B 
Paterson, W Sahanaya, L Scott, R Smith, M H 
Stannage, A Sutherland D Sutherland, D J Wilkinson, 
J Wood, L R Youngs  

LIBRARY NEWS 

New acquisitions 
Recent additions to the library include several works of 
interest to professional ornithologists, including two 
new books from the CSIRO: 
*Christidis & Boles, ‘Systematics and Taxonomy of 
Australian Birds’ (598.71 CHI) 
 — recently reviewed in Western Australian Bird 
  Notes 126, pp. 10-11. 
Price, T. ‘Speciation in Birds’ (598 PRI) 
Lindsey, T. ‘Albatrosses’ (598.43 LIN) 
Rowland, T. ‘Bowerbirds’ (598.8 ROW) 
WA Government & Government of Australia, ‘Shark 
Bay World Heritage Property: Strategic Plan 2008 – 
2020’ (363.7 SHA) 
Works of more general interest include 
Chambers, S. ‘New Zealand Birds’ (598.09931 CHA) — 
a standard field guide 
Dunn, J. and Alderfer, J. ‘Field Guide to the Birds of 
North America’ (598.097 DUN) 
‘Australia: Land of Parrots’ (598.71 PAR) 
— an excellent DVD marketed by the ABC 

Finally, two items produced by members 
*Alma de Rebeira (ed.) ‘Eyre's Sand Patch to Eyre Bird 
Observatory: a Compilation of Memories, 
Reminiscences and Stories’ 
*Pam Agar ‘End to End: a Year in the Life of the 
Canning River Regional Park’ 
* Denotes items available for purchase from 
Peregrine House 

Library Hours:  Monday to Friday 9.30 – 12.30 pm 
Stewart Houghton  

 

ESPERANCE – MARCH 6, 7, 8 

BAWA will be taking an active part in next year’s 
Festival of the Wind in Esperance, with bird iden-
tification classes and bird walks around Lake 
Windabout planned for the 7th and 8th of March. 

BAWA’s Brice Wells/Frank O’Connor/Rod Smith/
Elsa Dabbs will be running the ID classes art the 
St John Ambulance Centre, while a stall will be 
manned at the Festival venue. 

The Ambulance Centre is a stone’s throw away 
from the main Festival venue in the Museum 
Park, so you will be close to the action. 

On Sunday the 8th, an early morning walk will be 
held at the Kepwari Trail (Lake Windabout) on 
the edge of town. This trail leads to two hides 
that have been specially designed for viewing 
waterbirds on the RAMSAR-listed Lake Warden 
wetlands. The walk will be followed by a brunch 
on the lake and the opening of site-specific art-
works being created along the Kepwari Trail. 

For regular updates on timing, bookings and 
venue directions please check the Festival of the 
Wind website: www.festivalofthewind.org.au. 
Further details will be also publicised in the 
BAWA e-news. 

• School visits prior to 7th March 

• BAWA display in the Museum 

• Bird ID workshop on Saturday 7 after-
noon at the St John Ambulance sub 
centre, 54-56 Windich St 

• Birds walk on Sunday 8 at 8:00am 
followed by a brunch at Lake 
Windabout 

Enquiries: Sue Mather 9389 6416 
email: sma12577@bigpond.net.au  

Notices, ctd 

Mistletoebird/Silverye study 
Kathryn Napier is a PhD student at Murdoch University who 
will be studying the digestive physiology of mistletoebirds 
and silvereyes. The birds will be mist-netted at various 
locations (< 3 hours drive from Murdoch) with the approval 
of DEC, but she needs help in identifying where these birds 
may be found. 

If anyone spots a mistletoebird or silvereye could they 
please contact Kathryn Napier 

(K.Napier@murdoch.edu.au, 9360 2118) 

with the location and date of the sighting. 

Thank you!  
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Country groups 

Excursion reports 

ALBANY  BIRD  GROUP 

September outing 

On a beautiful day 17 of us drove a long way to 
Quardenwardup Lake where we had been told there were 
Red-necked Avocets. We were disappointed to find none 
there, and in fact only a few birds 
were seen. We did have a long walk 
to the lake in perfect weather. After 
lunch we went to Lake Chillinup, 
where we did see some Red-necked 
Avocets, as well as a Whiskered Tern 
in breeding plumage, and a few more 
birds. The final count was 41 species. 

Liz and Charlie Davies 
 

October 2008 outing 

A record number of us (32), including 
a group from the Wildflower Society, 
met at Mt Barker Tourist Bureau. We 
pooled cars and drove to the late 
Frank Smith’s property at Frankland. 
During his lifetime Frank used to take 

us round the thousand acres he covenanted to be preserved 
for wildlife for posterity. His grandson is now running the 
property, and allowed us to visit again. Fifty six species of 
birds were seen, several breeding. The highlight was a 

Wedge-tailed Eagle chick looking 
over the side of the nest. Also 
breeding were Regent Parrots, Inland 
Thornbill, Yellow-plumed 
Honeyeater, Tree Martin and Western 
Yellow Robin. A Varied Sittella was 
also seen and photographed by John 
Dart. 

The flowers were magnificent — lots 
of enamel and spider orchids, as well 
as everlastings and others. It was one 
of the best days we have had for a 
long time. On the way home several 
of us called in at Lake Matilda where 
we saw Grey and Chestnut Teal, 
Australian Shovelers and Musk Duck. 

Liz and Charlie Davies 
 

HERDSMAN’S LAKE, PONY CLUB AREA, 3 August 

An invigorating, sunny morning saw 16 of us record 58 
species. Some of them were very unexpected, such as a 
Cattle Egret and an Elegant Parrot. A lovely plumaged Great 
Egret made it onto a camera. We all saw the Glossy Ibis and 
many Australian White Ibis. The water level was higher than 
usual, so we could see many more Purple Swamphens, 
Eurasian Coots and Dusky Moorhens than normally seen 
here. 

There did not appear to be a decrease in Rainbow Lorikeet 
numbers. We saw a Sacred Kingfisher, and several of the 
Pacific Black Ducks had from 3-9 ducklings. Little 
Grassbirds were actually seen, not just heard, and two raptor 
and nine ducks species, also. 

It was a great morning and thank you all for your 
participation. Well done, Alex, on three new species, and Jill 
and Andrew for the telescope. 

Claire Gerrish 

LITTLE RUSH LAKE, 21 August 

Thirteen members and one visitor met at Little Rush Lake on 
an overcast Thursday morning. Barry and Molly Angus led 
us around this small wetland. 

The highlight was an Australian Hobby sitting quietly on a 
branch where everyone had good views of it. A pair of Black 
Swans showed off their cygnets and this was one of 14 
waterbird species recorded. A Shining Bronze-Cuckoo and 
Western Wattlebird helped bring the total to 39 species 
recorded for the walk. 

Robyn Pickering 
 

 

RANGELANDS SURVEYS, August 2008 

We all gathered at the Mt Manning campsite, Diemals 
Station, on 16 August. 

 

Varied Sittella 
Photo: John Dart 
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The very able organisers Alyson 
and Ed Paull, Pam and George 
Agar, and Ruth and John Luyer 
had done a huge amount of 
preparatory work, planning, 
advising, and of course digging. 

The rest of the team included 
many talented bird identifiers, by 
sight or sound. Indeed some 
knew the birds so well they 
seemed to be on first name terms. 
There were also botanists, wood 
collectors, bird callers, 
firelighters, an ‘alarm-caller’ for 
people in the early morning, 
Diesel dispensers, teachers and 
skills sharers, and foot soldiers. 
Many hours were spent with heads under vehicle bonnets 
sharing mechanical skills. 

The early mornings were very cold, and we assembled 
wearing scarves, gloves, and jackets, at least. As the 
temperature rose, these were discarded and the days were 
warm and still, ideal for seeing (hopefully) and hearing the 
birds in the area. 

Selected sites were surveyed twice. The second survey was 
carried out at a different time of day if possible. Many sites 
were a long way from the base, which meant that distance 
and rough roads, coupled with various mechanical mishaps 
caused delays in arrival at sites. 

Apart from water in various filters, and one vehicle having to 
be taken to Southern Cross, tyres seemed to meet with the 
most misfortune. Blowouts, inserted logs and punctures due 
to unidentified sharp objects were commonplace. 

Extreme misfortune however was a particular puncture in the 
cold of night, not in the tyre on the road, but in the hot water 
bottle in the bed! Another humorous (for all but one) mishap 
was the collapse of a toilet seat. This is bad luck at any time 
but particularly over a bush pit! 

During our six days at Mt 
Manning the bird count was 77 in 
the area and 35 at the campsite. 

The following five days were 
spent surveying Credo Station. 
(Flushing toilets and showers, 
what bliss even if the water was 
from the muddy dam.) 

The ‘homestead’ campsite is well 
run by Chris and Lloyd, and the 
Department of Environment and 
Conservation (DEC). It has the 
added features of a couple of 
large dams which attract more 
birds. 

The same format for surveying 
was used here. 

The bird counts were:  

Credo Homestead 38, Credo Station 89, and Rowles Lagoon 
32. 

It was good to have DEC staff meet and sometimes work 
with us. 

It was terrific to be introduced to new birds and see familiar 
ones. 

Thank you to everyone who contributed so much and made 
this survey both enjoyable and hopefully scientifically 
beneficial. 

Stella Stewart-Wynne 
 

 

 

 

TOM BATEMAN RESERVE, THORNLIE, 
11 September 

This reserve was included as a trial excursion in the program 
for the first time. 

Developed in 2001, three lakes serve as bio-filters for water 
entering from the Canning Vale Industrial Area and from 
residential areas further east. The water eventually enters the 
Canning River at two different points. 

A small group, including one visitor, found the overcast 
conditions and wind kept the small birds out of sight. Traffic 
noise from nearby Roe Highway was also distracting in some 
areas. 

A total of 43 species was seen, with five listed as breeding: 
Black Swan, Pacific Black Duck, Purple Swamphen, 
Eurasian Coot and White-faced Heron. Willie Wagtails were 
also thought to be nesting on one of the islands. 

This area has not been surveyed extensively but three new 
species were added to the overall total seen, which now 
stands at 66. 

Pam Agar 

 

Diemals Station, first morning of the first day 
Photo: Robina Haynes 

 

Clive Napier and David Free at Credo Station dealing with 
the problem of water in the diesel — a daily problem for 

several vehicles 
Photo: Robina Haynes 
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WUNGONG AND BUNGENDORE, 13 September 

Despite the dodgy weather forecast, ten members and two 
visitors turned up for this walk. It was good to have visitors 
from South Afriaca and Victoria joining us. 

Wungong Gorge is always a good walk to get the circulation 
going and the light shower did nothing to stop us from 
enjoying good views of birds, with White-breasted Robin and 
the gorgeous Red-eared Firetail worthy of special mention. 
The South African visitor was especially pleased to have a 
male Golden Whistler hid one hundredth Australian bird. A 
total of thirty four species were seen here. 

After morning tea we moved to Bungendore for a less 
strenuous but equally enjoyable walk, here noting twenty 
seven species, incr4asing the total for the day to forty four. 
The highlights here were a splendid male Western Rosella 
and a pair of Elegant Parrots that appeared to be very 
interested in a nest hollow. A Tawny-crowned Honeyeater 
was also a welcome sight. 

All three black-cockatoo species were seen, helping to make 
this a great outing thoroughly enjoyed by all. Many thanks, 
from all present, to Robyn for leading. 

Maureen Cawley 

 

 

BOYAGIN ROCK CAMPOUT, 13–14 September 

The Boyagin Rock campout gave us the chance to enjoy 
spring flowers as well as birds. Twenty-one people attended, 
including some new to BAWA campouts. We were able to 
have good campfires, which always add to the friendly 
atmosphere. The walk around the rock was challenging as 
there is no defined path in some areas, but it is full of interest 
because of the thick vegetation due to extra moisture from 
the rock. The eastern block of the Boyagin Rock Reserve is 
very rewarding and we saw many parrots including Regent, 
Mulga, Red-capped, Australian Ringnecks and Elegant as 
well as Purple-crowned Lorikeets. Several cuckoos were seen 
and heard – Fan-tailed, Black-eared, Horsfield’s Bronze and 
Shining Bronze. Honeyeaters were busy in the heathland, 
including Red and Western Wattlebirds, Singing, White-
eared, Yellow-plumed, White-naped, Brown, New Holland, 
White-cheeked, Tawny-crowned, and Western Spinebills. 

In total 67 species were seen. An evening of spotlighting 
yielded Southern Boobook, Tawny Frogmouth and many 
possums that were also friendly around the campsite. 

Wendy Napier 
 

 

 

WHITEMAN PARK, 21 September 

A great adventure was had by those who attended this bird 
walk, led by Simon Cherriman. The expected warmth of 
Perth's spring sunshine decided not to make an appearance 
for the 18 birders who met at the village car park at 8:30 am 
— a sleep-in for most experienced twitchers! Nonetheless, 

the cold, wet conditions did little to dampen the spirits of the 
keen group, who trekked the Wunanga walk trail north of the 
village picnic area in search of any avian beings that were 
willing to make an appearance. There was much to see early 
on in the walk, with species including Pacific Black and 
Australian Wood Ducks, and an Australasian Grebe on an 
ornamental pond surrounded by picnic tables. Although few 
birds were encountered in the banksia woodland north of the 
village (except for a pair of Brown Goshawks that flew 
overhead, and some Striated Pardalotes that called noisily 
from their nest hollow high in a dead Jarrah tree), a total of 
33 species was recorded. This was not bad considering the 
weather, which ended up worsening as the walk progressed. 
The group was fortunate and avoided heavy rain by catching 
a lift back to their cars on the Whiteman Park express train, 
leaving them to warm up at the cafe with hot coffee and chips 
and reflect on a fun morning! 

Simon Cherriman 
 

 

TUTANNING NATURE RESERVE CAMPOUT, 
26-29 September 

The Queen’s Birthday weekend campout was held at 
Tutanning Nature Reserve, to the east of Pingelly and based 
at the Department of Environment and Conservation (DEC) 
Research Station, now maintained by the Friends of 
Tutanning. Members from Perth, including several ‘first-
timers’, were joined by country members from Katanning, 
Manjimup and Bridgetown and others from as far afield as 
Piawaning. 

Saturday morning was spent within the reserve, where we 
visited a range of habitats including Wandoo woodland, 
granite outcrops dominated by she-oaks, and hakea 
heathlands. The commonest birds seemed to be Red-capped 
Robins, Brown Honeyeaters and Weebills but after a slow 
start, an impressive array of birds began to appear, 
particularly in the heathland where Tawny-crowned, White-
cheeked and White-eared honeyeaters were seen by most. 
Afternoon birding yielded Elegant Parrots, Black-faced 
Woodswallows and a Collared Sparrowhawk before we were 
interrupted briefly by an echidna appearing for a photo-shoot. 
The evening BBQ gave all members, both old and new, a 
chance to socialise and for the insomniacs, Tawny 
Frogmouths could be heard calling nearby in the small hours. 

On the Sunday we visited the ‘annexe’, a section of the 
reserve connected by a corridor through surrounding 
farmland. Here we examined a couple of Wedge-tailed 
Eagles’ nests that a local farmer had informed us of the night 
before. White-winged Trillers were also here as well as 
Varied Sittellas, Dusky Woodswallows and Rufous 
Whistlers. After lunch we drove to nearby Lakes Yealering 
and Nonalling. The roadside vegetation en route proved very 
productive when we stopped for a Spotted Harrier, a party of 
White-browed Babblers and a displaying male Brown 
Songlark. Lake Yealering itself, although packed with boats 
and jetskis still had a few surprises with Pink-eared Ducks 
and Australian Shovelers patrolling the safer, snag-ridden 
areas and some members were lucky enough to see the 
Mulga Parrots that appeared just briefly. Nearby Nonalling 

Excursion reports, ctd 
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Lake was home to a few Black Swans, Hoary-headed Grebes 
and Hardheads as well as Regent Parrots and a couple of 
rowdy corellas. 

A spotlighting walk along part of the boundary track was 
conducted after the evening meal. No birds or other animals 
were to be found however, so it was back to sitting around 
the bonfire, where the odd Southern Boobook could still be 
heard calling in the distance. 

With warmer conditions on our last morning, we added a 
further three species to the list, including a Black-eared 
Cuckoo which was heard calling near the campsite. All five 
possible cuckoo species were recorded on the weekend along 
with 11 species of honeyeater. In a tight finish, the coveted 
bottle of red went to ace tipster, Judy McKinnon with exactly 
95 species! 

Many thanks for planning and leading such a successful and 
enjoyable campout go to Sue Abbotts, who was most ably 
assisted by map-maker extraordinaire, Maris Lauva. Also 
thanks to Les Marshall for the use of his paddock to camp in. 

Peter Taylor 
 

 

 

 

 

KARAKAMIA SANCTUARY, CHIDLOW, 5 October 

Twenty BAWA members arrived to the sound of Red-tailed 
Black-Cockatoos calling and demolishing Marri nuts in their 
distinctive way. The mix of Jarrah, Marri and Wandoo 
woodland combined with a series of dams in the gully and 
the occasional Woylie bounding out of the way made for an 
interesting walk. 

The highlights were the constant presence of at least 30 Red-
tailed Black-Cockatoos delighting all, including the 
photographers, and wonderful views of a Square-tailed Kite 
that circled the area for almost an hour and eventually came 
in very close. We saw 41 species. 

The sausage sizzle lunch provided by AWC was greatly 
appreciated. 

Sue Abbotts 
 

 

ST RONAN'S RESERVE, YORK, 19 October 

Sixteen members met up at this beautiful reserve and enjoyed 
a very pleasant outing. Forty-one species were seen, notably 
a very close view of a Square-tailed Kite, a Shining Bronze-
Cuckoo and a Rufous Treecreeper. Many birds were feeding 
young, so it looks as though spring is really sprung and very 
successfully. 

Maureen Cawley 

Excursion reports, ctd 

Starting the day, Credo Station 
Photo: Robina Haynes 

See “Rangelands surveys”, Excursion reports 

The Rangelands survey participants, Diemals Station 
Photo: Robina Haynes 
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Observatory reports 

BROOME BIRD OBSERVATORY 
While the reorganisation and clean-up at the 
observatory mentioned last issue continued 
steadily, birds thankfully became the main 
feature of late winter and early spring. 

August was dominated by a phenomenal movement of 
nectarivorous birds, unprecedented in the history of the 
bird observatory. As Broome is at the extreme southwest 
corner of the species’ range, Varied Lorikeets have always 
been rare around the observatory, and in some years there 
are no sightings whatsoever. So when more and more 
were seen throughout August, and 
all the flocks were departing in the 
same southerly directions, it soon 
became clear that a significant 
nomadic movement was underway. 
A week or so after the first lorikeets, 
large numbers of Rufous-throated 
Honeyeaters and Little Friarbirds 
moved into the bush around the 
observatory, and were obviously 
passing through as well. At the peak 
of the movement on the morning of 
20 August, in four-and-a-half hours 
of observation we counted 4540 
Rufous-throated Honeyeaters and 
1588 Little Friarbirds passing by the 
observatory! Movement of 
honeyeaters and friarbirds slowed to 
a standstill by early September, but 
in the period of less than a month, 
many, many thousands of both species moved south and 
east past the shores of Roebuck Bay. Between early 
August and mid September, just over 2100 Varied 
Lorikeets passed over the observatory, several hundred 
more than had been recorded in the entire previous 20 
years of the observatory’s existence. 

In October, Jon was invited by the 
Department of Indigenous Affairs 
and the Kimberley Land Council on a 
field trip to remote areas of the Great 
Sandy Desert west of the Canning 
Stock Route. The primary objective 
of this fieldwork was to train 
indigenous rangers of the Warlu 
Jilijaa Jumu Indigenous Protected 
Area in bird identification and survey 
techniques, while setting up some 
Atlas sites as part of a long term 
monitoring scheme. The trip was 
extremely successful, and the bird 
work was really well received by the 
ten Walmajarri rangers involved. Bird 
highlights were exceptional in this 
beautifully remote part of the desert. 
Finding a nest and recently fledged 
family of Black Falcons was 
wonderful, frequent visits by large 
groups of Flock Bronzewings to a 
tiny jila (permanent spring) were 
great, too, but watching a pair of 

Grey Falcons hunting Zebra Finches for several hours one 
morning obviously stole the show! It is anticipated that 
further explorations of remote areas by BBO will follow 
next year, as part of our increasing Great Sandy Desert 
work. 

All this activity almost managed to overshadow the return 
of tens of thousands of shorebirds to Roebuck Bay from 
their northern breeding grounds! The first Oriental Plovers 
returned in the last week of August, and by early 
September hundreds had taken up residence on Roebuck 
Plains just inland from the observatory. Little Curlews soon 
followed, and at the very end of October, the first Oriental 

Pratincoles were back. 

With the wet season imminent, 
rarities become an increasing feature 
of Broome birding. A Grey Wagtail 
was found near Taylor’s Lagoon on 
20 October, while two different Little 
Ringed Plovers arrived at the end of 
the month. Even three Radjah 
Shelducks at the Broome Sewage 
Works from 10-14 October were 
well outside their normal range, for a 
species with perhaps fewer than ten 
records for the Broome region. 

By the time of publication, our 
Assistant Wardens for 2008 will 
have left the observatory. Many 
thanks to Rebecca Ryan and Chris 
Purnell for their great work, and for 

their good humour when things got really hectic. Of course 
their departure means that we are looking for Assistant 
Wardens for 2009. If you know someone who might be 
interested, please see broomebirdobservatory.com for the 
position description, and details on how to contact us. 

Jon and Anne King 

 

Male Varied Lorikeet near Broome, 
21 August 2008 
Photo: Jon King 

Broome Bird Observatory manager Jon King (front left) with indigenous rangers of 
the Warlu Jilijaa Jumu Indigenous Protected Area, and Sharon Ferguson (DEC), 

20 October 2008 
Photo: Jon King 
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Observatory reports, ctd 

EYRE BIRD OBSERVATORY 
Caretakers’ reports 

May – July 2008: Ann and David Painter 

(The report below was received after the 
deadline for the previous Bird Notes so we 
have included it here.) 

We’ve arrived back in Melbourne to the big smoke and 
smog and we are already missing the peace and 
tranquillity of Eyre. It was a wonderful experience and 
indeed a privilege to be chosen as volunteer caretakers. 

The beauty of Eyre is that everyone who comes has to 
make the effort and really wants to be there. Without 
exception our overnight guests and day visitors have been 
a delight, fun to be with and ever ready to lend a helping 
hand. The change of season seemed to come almost 
overnight, the bird baths even froze over a couple of 
times, and the winds were as bad as any we’ve ever 
experienced. There was plenty of rain too and 
unfortunately this was reflected in diminished bird counts, 
especially on Kanidal Beach. Terns, Red-capped Plovers 
and even gulls were not there in numbers previously seen. 

A call from the Eucla police alerted us to the fact that a 
young seaman on a trawler in the Bight was ill and needed 
to be off-loaded for urgent medical attention. Fortunately 
there was a commercial fisherman in residence at the 
nearby fisherman’s camp who was able to bring him 
ashore in his dinghy. In the meantime the Silver Chain 
nurse travelled from Eucla to monitor the seaman and take 
him to Cocklebiddy, where a RFDS plane met them to take 
him to hospital in Perth. This was all over in four hours, as 
good a service, if not better, than you’d get in any city!!! 

We learned so much at Eyre and to really appreciate what 
a special place it is. 

It was a joy to share our experience with our visitors, but 
David sure won’t miss that 7am weather report! 

August – September: John and Beverley O’Brien 

We arrived on 28 July ready and raring to go for our 3rd 
stint here as Voluntary Caretakers. 

We have had some wonderful bird sightings. A highlight 
has been a Ruddy Turnstone that we sighted on 2 
September and which was flagged with one orange and 
one blue flag on the right leg (see report below). We felt 
very privileged to see the Ruddy Turnstone; it was like a 
thank you as we were cleaning up the beach at the time, 
because the rubbish is quite astounding from plastic, light 
globes, bottles, rope, containers, shoes and other amazing 
things. We have it in hand now and just do a weekly run 
and collect any extras that have appeared during the 
week. Apparently during July we had very high tides that 
really brought in a lot of rubbish. We actually had a visitor 
say how clean the beach was — we were thrilled! 

Various other sightings include four Australian Shelducks, 
Australian Pelicans, Black-winged Stilt, Pied Oystercatcher 
runners, Red-capped Plover runners and an Oriental Plover 
(see report) on Kanidal Beach, and Australian Bustards and 
Banded Lapwings up near the Eyre Highway. Our first 
sighting of Rainbow Bee-eaters was on 25 September — 
what a thrill to hear their call and watch them circle over 
the observatory. It was as if they were calling to us to say 
“we are back” — wonderful! They were also present at 
Burnabbie, as were the Western Yellow Robins. 

We also have lizards, Bobtails (shingle backs) and various 
other reptiles appearing as the weather warms up. 

In early August the Malleefowl monitoring group was here 
with us for a week. We were able to join in the activities 
of the group. It was wonderful walking through the mallee 
hoping to find an active mound. 

All the mounds have GPS registrations and are relatively 
easy to find. 

Under Rod’s and Joyce’s leadership we were able to find 
the mounds and assess them. What a great learning 
experience for us all. It was great to have such a terrific 
bunch of people here for the week. Joyce and Rod slept in 
the Honeymoon Suite and braved the cold nights! They left 
on the Saturday – the day before we recorded minus 7.2°
C!!! At 7am it was still minus 7.0°C. All the birdbaths 
were frozen and a few tea towels on the line were stiff as 
a board! A bucket of water in the rota-loo was frozen 
solid; as was the tap in the toilet! No birds were in sight – 
I wonder why!! 

Eyre is such a wonderful place – everyday is a wonder – 
you just never know how the day will turn out! If you 
haven’t been here for a while, plan that trip and pop into 
Eyre, if only just for a day. 

Course report 

Malleefowl mounds at Eyre Bird Observatory 

In August this year we set out to monitor all 71 known 
mounds to discover the extent of current Malleefowl 
activity. In December, well into the Malleefowl breeding 
period, a follow-up by Dr Stephen Davies will determine 
the extent of continuance of the Malleefowl activity noted 
in August. 

Eight volunteers from Perth, Dunsborough and Esperance 
arrived to record data early in the 2008 breeding season. 
Malleefowl tracks and Malleefowl activity were observed 
in disappointingly few locations. Only one new mound, in 
its early stages and adjacent to two other unused heaps of 
soil, showed promise. 

Searching was aided by the comfortable weather 
conditions. Though the overnight temperatures were 
extremely low, even for Eyre, the chill had gone early 
enough to be unimportant. Each evening was spent in the 
warmth of the lounge room fire. 

The team relaxing at Nine Mile Beach count, Eyre. 
Photo: Rod Smith 
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Bev and John had quickly built a good reputation during 
their first stay at Eyre and we were all able to see why 
they are so well thought of. Not only were we treated to 
exceptional hospitality and good-natured friendliness, our 
hosts also joined the work parties each day in the search 
and data collection efforts. Meanwhile they maintained 
their work routines at Eyre. Eyre Bird Observatory and its 
immediate surroundings look cared-for. John and Bev have 
already extended the mound monitoring since our visit, 
with follow-up examinations of significant mounds. 

We thank all the other team 
members who were prepared to 
go to the trouble and expense of 
travelling so far to assist in this 
study of Malleefowl. Just 
travelling to and from Eyre is a 
major undertaking. The good 
cheer of these volunteers allowed 
the task to become a pleasant, 
sociable activity. 

From this August 2008 stage of 
monitoring at Eyre, it is 
recommended that: 

• 4 mounds be re-visited soon 
to check co-ordinates or to 
complete data 

• 7 mounds be visited by December 2008 to monitor 
Malleefowl activity 

• 5 mounds not be monitored until 2013 
• 8 mounds be removed from the list. 

Sixty mounds remain on the monitoring list; five others will 
be monitored in five years’ time. 

Thanks are due to The Australian Geographic Society and 
Birds Australia Western Australia for the contributions that 
effectively reduced the accommodation costs at Eyre. 

Rod Smith and Joyce Hegney 

Sightings / Letters 

Flagged Ruddy Turnstone on Kanidal Beach 

Dear Eyre Bird Observatory 

Thank you for recording the details of the flagged wader 
that was recently sighted. We appreciate your action in 
reporting this information, which will contribute to our 
understanding of the migration of birds in the East Asian-
Australasian Flyway. A Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres 
was sighted by Eyre Bird Observatory volunteer caretakers 
at Eyre Bird Observatory, WA, Australia 32deg 14min 
0sec S, 126deg 10min 0sec E on 2/09/2008 with flag(s) 
as follows: 

LEFT leg: nothing/unknown on tibia (upper leg) above 
nothing/unknown on tarsus 

RIGHT leg: orange engraved flag on tibia (upper leg) above 
blue flag on tarsus This bird was flagged Manuka 
(Whalebone), North Bay, King Island, approximate co-
ordinates 39deg 52min S, 143deg 50min E, which uses 
the flag combination Orange/Blue, on 20/03/2007. 

The resighting was a distance of approximately 1798 km, 
with a bearing of 293 degrees, from the marking location. 

Thank you for contributing to shorebird research studies in 
the East Asian-Australasian Flyway. 

The information you have helped to collect is valuable for 
scientific and conservation purposes. 

Please report to us any further flag sightings you may 
make in the future. This can be direct or via the electronic 
form on the Australasian Wader Studies Group website: 
http://www.awsg.org.au/report.html 

The "processing" of leg flag sightings is financially 
supported by the Federal Department of Environment and 

Heritage in Australia. 

Clive Minton, Australasian Wader 
Studies Group 

Clive notes that this turnstone is 
taking a rather circuitous route 
back to King Island. It will be 
fascinating to see if it can be 
relocated there during scanning of 
turnstone flocks planned for this 
summer. 

The Oriental Plover on Kanidal 
Beach 

On 19 September we saw an 
unusual bird on Kanidal Beach — 
one we hadn’t seen before. We 
saw it again on 25 September. 
Fortunately we were able to get 

some reasonable photos of it, one with a Red-capped 
Plover to show size difference. With assistance of a 
number of experts, the wader was finally identified as an 
Oriental Plover. It will now be a bird we will never forget. 
Waders!! They truly are beautiful but they can cause us 
grief — a guest here said it would be much easier if they 
had name tags around their necks; we have to agree, but 
it wouldn’t be nearly as much fun. 

Beverley and John O’Brien 
Voluntary Caretakers 

It really confused us for a while as it is unusual for Oriental 
Plovers to visit Eyre in the cooler months when they 
should be in Mongolia. 
Although they are not unusual at Eyre, Oriental Plovers 
pop up when it is very hot with a strong northerly wind. 
They seem to gather in quite large groups in those 
conditions (see Eyre Waves Autumn 2008). 

Alma de Rebeira, data curator for Eyre Bird Observatory 

Malleefowl at Mound 65 

Dear Beverley and 
John 

You may remember 
our visit on 20 
September 2008 - 
when you 
generously provided 
us with the GPS 
coordinates of the 
active Malleefowl 
mound 65. John 
met us on the track 
and ensured we 
started off from the 
right spot on our 
search for the 
mound. We found 

Observatory reports, ctd 

Joyce, Peter and Dorothy gathering data, 
Malleefowl mound search, Eyre 

Photo: Rod Smith 

 

Oriental Plover, Kanidal Beach 
Photo: Beverley & John O’Brien 
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Coming events 

Important note re campouts 
Members anticipating attending campouts must notify the BA Office (9383 7749) of the number in their party and when they will 

arrive. If you are unsure, put your name down as you can always cancel. 
An emergency contact number should also be provided in case of accident. 

New members 
Please let the leaders know that you are a new member and don’t hesitate to ask for assistance with bird sightings. 

the mound without problem, thanks to your instructions 
and the GPS. 

Luckily for us, the Malleefowl turned up at 1607 hrs, just 
15 minutes after we had arrived. He was not impressed to 
have visitors, and stayed well hidden, so we didn't stay 
long. However, Dan did manage to snap a photo. It shows 
a blue band on the bird's right leg, probably above a silver 
or possibly white band. We thought this observation may 
be of interest to you. 

We thoroughly enjoyed our day at the observatory and 
loved meeting you both. 

Liz, Chris and Dan Herbert 

The information regarding this bird was sent to Rod Smith 
who has carried out the banding of Malleefowl at Eyre. 
Rod provided the following banding details to the 
observatory: 

The bird was banded at mound 48 in Sep or Oct 2005, so 
he/she has lasted another 3 years. The mound at which 
we banded that bird was also active 15 years ago. 

This is a rare event and VERY significant! 

Rod Smith 

Observatory reports, ctd 

John and Beverley O’Brien checking their bearings in 
Malleefowl mound search, Eyre 

Photo: Rod Smith 

Saturday 6 December: Bull Creek 
Wetlands 
Half‐day excursion 
Meet at 7:30 am at Brockman Park 
Reserve. Travel along Leach Highway 
and turn south into Karel Avenue then 
turn right into Brockman Avenue. Turn 
right into Stringfellow Drive, then first 
right into Mossman Crescent. 
This walk follows Bull Creek, then 
winds in behind the playing fields of 
All Saints College, then on through Reg 
Bourke Reserve and finally around 
Richard Lewis Park, which is a Lions 
Club rehabilitation project and 
memorial arboretum. 
The creek has Flooded Gums, Jarrah, 
Marri, Paperbark and Casuarinas along 
its banks. Splendid Fairy‐wren, Western 
Wattlebird, White‐faced Heron and 

Yellow‐rumped Thornbill have been 
recorded here. 
Bring water, sun screen and morning 
tea. 
For members and the general public. 

Leader: Sue Keogh 
 

Thursday 11 December: Waterford 
Foreshore, Salter Point, Manning 
Half‐day excursion 
Meet at the Curtin University Boat Shed 
at 8:00 am. To reach the parking area 
travel along Manning Road and turn 
into Elderfield Road which is on the 
western side of the Trinity College 
playing fields. Proceed to the end of 
this street and the parking area is on the 
right hand side. The walk will proceed 
along the river front for about 1 km and 

return via a nearby park. Several 
species of water and bushbirds have 
been seen. Do not forget your morning 
tea because if time permits we will 
move to Salter Point where other 
species can be seen. 
For members and the general public. 

Leaders: Barry and Molly Angus 
 

 
Sunday 14 December: Bibra Lake, 
Cockburn 
Half‐day excursion 
Meet at 7:30 am in the first car park at 
the northern end of the lake off 
Progress Drive. Bibra Lake is a part of 
the Beeliar Wetlands chain and a large 
number of bushbirds and waterbirds 
can be seen here. Bring water, hats, 
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suitable footwear, etc. Snakes have been 
seen around here. 
For members and the general public. 

Leader: Wynton Maddeford 
 

Sunday 14 December: BAWA 
Christmas BBQ 
The annual Christmas barbeque this 
year will be as usual, at Peregrine 
House, at about 6:00 pm, on the lawn at 
the rear of the building. Bring your own 
food and drink, and chairs if possible. 
All members are welcome. 
 

 

NOTE: There will be no meeting in 
December. 
 

Sunday 28 December: Thomsons Lake 
Half‐day excursion 
Meet at 7:30 am in the car park off 
Branch Circus. From the Kwinana 
Freeway turn west into Beeliar Drive 
and then turn left (south) into 
Hammond Road. Travel approximately 
300 m and turn right into Branch 
Circus. Continue 800 m down Branch 
Circus to the car park on the right. 
There are a good variety of bushbirds 
and we should see some of the 12 
raptors that have been recorded in the 
reserve in recent years. There should 
also be a variety of waders and other 
waterbirds. The Little Bittern has been 
recorded at the end of the lake, 
although daytime records of bitterns 
always require some luck. 
We will finish at lunch time so bring 
lunch, your scope (if you have one) and 
rubber boots or old sneakers. 
For members and guests only. 

Leader: Sue Abbotts 

 

Sunday 4 January: Blackwall Reach, 
Bicton 
Half‐day excursion 
Meet at 7:30 am at the junction of Kent 
Street and Blackwall Reach Parade. A 
pleasant walk along the Swan River on 
a bush track that is noted for its 
population of White‐cheeked 
Honeyeaters. We will also look for 
waders along the Point Walter Beach. 
For members and the general public. 

Leader: Eric Pyatt 

Saturday 10 January: Wellard 
Wetlands, Baldivis 
Half‐day excursion 
Meet at 8:00 am at the entrance to 
Wellard Wetlands on the northern side 
of Zigzag Road, 1 km from St Albans 
Road. Coming from Perth, turn left off 
the Kwinana Freeway into Mundijong 
Road, then right into St Albans Road. 
There should be plenty of bushbirds 
and waterbirds here, as well as several 
species of raptors. 
For members and guests only. 

Leader: Charles Merriam 
 

Thursday 15 January: Clarkson 
Reserve, Maylands 
Half‐day excursion 
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park on the 
east side of the tennis courts off 
Clarkson Road. Travelling away from 
the city on Guildford Road, turn right 
into Peninsula Road and follow this 
until you reach a T‐junction with 
Clarkson Road. Turn left at the T‐
junction and travel about 200 m along 
Clarkson Road towards the tennis 
courts, and turn right to reach the 
parking area. Buff‐banded Rails have 
been seen here and it should be quite a 
pleasant walk along the river. 
For members and the general public. 

Leader: John Graff 
 

Sunday 18 January: Herdsman Lake, 
Stirling 
Half‐day excursion 
Meet at 7:30 am in the Maurice Hamer 
car park. Turn off Pearson Street into 
Falcon Avenue, then right into Lakeside 
Road. The car park is on the left, 
opposite Heron Place. This is one of the 
waterbird refuges that never dries up. 
Bring your telescope if you have one. 
For members and guests only. 

Leader: Claire Gerrish 

 

Monday 19 January: Bold Park 
Ecocentre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat 
Meeting, 7:30 pm 
Joe Tonga will give a talk entitled “Nest 
boxes for wild animals”, exhibiting a 
range of the nest boxes that he makes 
for different species of birds, bats, etc. 
Note: Monday 26 January is Australia 
Day and a public holiday. 

Saturday 24 January: Woodman Point, 
Cockburn 
Half‐day excursion 
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park at 
Woodman Point on Jervoise Bay. Turn 
right off Cockburn Road, into O’Kane 
Court, then left into Jervoise Bay Cove, 
and almost immediately right into 
Woodman Point Road. Drive to the end 
of the road into Woodman Point car 
park. We will walk along the beach to 
Woodman Spit, and back along the 
other side to Cockburn Cement Jetty to 
look for waders and seabirds. Bring 
your telescopes. 
For members and guests only. 

Leader: Robyn Pickering 
 

Saturday 24 to Monday 26 January: 
Australia Day Long Weekend 
Campout, Albany 
We will be based at the Kalgan River 
Chalets and Caravan Park. If you 
intend to join us, BOOK NOW. School 
holidays will make the area crowded. 
The park telephone number is 9844 
7937 and their website www.caravan‐
wa.com.au/krccp.html. 
The Albany Group will be leading us 
on the usual searches, plus an excursion 
to see, or possibly hear, south coast 
wonders such as the Western 
Bristlebird. On previous Albany 
campouts 140+ species have been seen. 
Please phone 9383 7749 to notify the 
office of your intention to attend. 
Members and guests only. 

Leaders: Clive and Wendy Napier 
 

Sunday 1 February: Lake McLarty, 
Murray 
Full day excursion 
Meet at 7:30 am at the gate into Lake 
McLarty Reserve‐‐look for the BAWA 
sign. Travel on the South West 
Highway through Pinjarra, turning 
right along the Old Bunbury Road, 5 
km south of Pinjarra. Turn right into 
Mills Road (fourth turning) and 
continue along for about 10 km until 
you see the BAWA sign on the right. 
Bring your lunch, wellies/old shoes, sun 
hat, insect repellant, water and 
telescopes. There should be a variety of 
waders at the lake, as well as many 
waterbirds and bushbirds. 
For members and guests only. 

Leader: Alan Collins and John Graff 

Coming events, ctd 
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Friday 6 to Sunday 8 February: 
Rottnest Wader/ Bushbird count 
This campout at the UWA Research 
Station on Rottnest Island gathers 
valuable data for the Rottnest Island 
Authority, Shorebirds 2020 and both the 
Atlas and BAWA databases. 
This biannual continuing survey of 
wader sites and bushbird presence on 
Rottnest Island has a slight change in 
timing this year. The summer survey 
has been delayed until school holidays 
are finished; the mid‐winter survey will 
involve a very small group surveying 
the wader sites only; then there will be 
an August/September survey of the 
bushbird sites. This latter change has 
been made to maximize the opportunity 
of recording a more accurate count of 
the bushbirds. 
Accommodation is approximately 
$16.50 per night at the UWA Research 
Station. There are a number of rooms 
with bunk beds and some people camp 
in the station grounds. The station 
offers cooking facilities, refrigerators 
and bathrooms. You need to bring your 
own food or buy it on arrival. 
Transport ‐ concessional ferry fares will 
be available. Transport around the 
island will be provided. 
Activities – there will be time for leisure 
activities also. The group usually dines 
at one of the venues offered on the 
island on the Saturday night. 
Bring your swimming gear. 
Numbers are limited to 20 and a 
number of people experienced in wader 
identification are needed. 
If you are interested in attending please 
register you name and contact details, 
including email address, at the office on 
9383 7749. 
For members only. 

Leader: Sue Mather 
 

Sunday 8 February: Peel Inlet cruise 
Full day excursion 
Meet at 8:00 am at the dock located at 
the Mandurah Performing Arts Centre 
on Ormsby Terrace. Travel along 
Mandurah Terrace, turn west into Peel 
Street then left into Ormsby Terrace for 
200 m and park on the left, at the Arts 
Centre or Reading Cinemas. 
We will board the ‘Dancing Dolphin’, a 
17 m catamaran, for a morning trip 
around Peel Inlet. The aim of the 
excursion is to access areas of Peel Inlet 

that are usually difficult to observe and 
it coincides with the annual wader 
count. 
Cost $40.00 with no refund for no show 
as the cost of the boat is fixed. 
After lunch we will survey some of the 
shore areas of Peel Inlet to complete the 
wader count. 
Bring $40 in cash, lunch, chair, water, 
sunscreen and hat. Please phone the 
office on 9383 7749 to book your place. 
For members and guests only. 

Leaders: Sue Abbotts and Dick Rule 
 

Thursday 12 February: Waterford 
Foreshore, Salter Point 
Half‐day excursion 
Meet at the Curtin University Boat Shed 
at 8:30 am. 
To reach the parking area travel along 
Manning Road and turn left into 
Elderfield Road, which is on the 
western side of Trinity College playing 
fields. Proceed to the end of this street 
and the parking area is on the right 
hand side. The walk will proceed along 
the river front for about 1 km and 
return via a nearby park. 
Bring morning tea because, if time 
permits, we will move to Salter Point 
where further species may be seen. 
For members and the general public. 

Leaders: Barry and Molly Angus 

 

 

 

Saturday 14 February: Garden Island 
Full day excursion 
This is one of the few opportunities to 
look at the bird life on Garden Island. 
Meet at the Garden Island Causeway at 
7:30 am. We will car pool from there to 
reduce the number of cars on the island. 
It is proposed that we visit the 
following sites: Bouche View, Beagle 
Road beach, the small boat harbour to 
see the penguin colony, some history 
and some forest at Stirling’s Well and 
Gilbert Point for waders and terns. We 
may be able to swim there. We will visit 
Point Atwick for Osprey. We will have 
lunch at Cape Markham where there is 
shade and toilets. Bring lunch, drinks, 
hat, bathers and telescope if you have 
one. 
For members and guests only. 

Leader: Boyd Wykes 

Sunday 22 February: Lake Joondalup, 
Joondalup 
Half‐day excursion 
Meet at 7:30 am at Neil Hawkins Park, 
in the car park at the end of Boas 
Avenue. Sixty‐nine species of birds 
have been seen here. There are always 
lots of waterbirds and bushbirds to be 
seen around this large lake, and there 
could be waders as well. Bring your 
telescope if you have one. 
For members and the general public. 
Leader: Tom Delaney, John Graff and Sue 

Abbotts 

 

 

 

Monday 23 February: Bold Park 
Ecocentre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat 
Meeting, 7:30 pm 
Kevin Coate (of Coate’s Tours) will give 
an illustrated talk entitled “Birds in the 
Land of the Thundergod”, ie Bhutan, 
which he visits annually. 
Note: 23 February is also the occasion of 
BAWA’s AGM; see elsewhere in this 
issue for details. 
 

 
 

Saturday 28 February to Monday 2 
March: Denmark Campout 
This is the first time a campout has been 
held at Denmark and although it is 
close to Albany it has its own unique 
features. We will be based at the 
Denmark Rivermouth Caravan Park on 
Inlet Drive about 1 km south of the 
town centre. The caravan park is shady 
with a wide range of facilities which 
can be viewed on 
www.denmarkrivermouthcaravanpark.
com.au. Make booking by phoning 
them on 08 9848 1262. 
Wilson Inlet is one of the most 
extensive on the south coast and 
provides wide mud flats for migratory 
waders. The ocean beaches and sand 
bar provide a roosting site for seabirds 
and the Denmark River has a walking 
track along its banks. Then there is the 
Karri and Tingle forest and heath 
covered coastal dunes. 
Please phone the office on 9383 7749 to 
notify your intention to attend. 
For members and guests only. 

Leader: To be announced 

Coming events, ctd 



Vol 128 December 2008 Page 34 Western Australian Bird Notes 

Sunday 1 March: Yangebup Lake, 
Cockburn 
Half‐day excursion 
Meet at 8:00 am in Parkes Road. Turn 
into Osprey Drive from North Lake 
Road and immediately turn into Parkes 
Road. Parkes Road now only runs for 
about 200 m before being shut off. Park 
in this area and walk to the barrier 
across the road. There may be muddy 
areas so wear rubber boots if possible 
and bring ‘scopes if available.  
There should be a good variety of 
waterbirds and waders, and three 
species of crake have been sighted here. 
If time permits we will visit Kogolup 
Lake. 
For members and guests only. 

Leader: Sue Abbotts 
 

 

Saturday 7 March: Penguin Island, 
Rockingham 
Full day excursion 
Meet at Mersey Point Jetty, off Arcadia 
Drive, Shoalwater at 9:30 am for 
Penguin Island. The ferries travel 
hourly between 9:00 am and 4:00 pm 
and cost $12 return. 
The group will walk to the various 
places of interest on the island and, if 
they wish, can attend the penguin 
feeding in the DEC facility housing 
injured or orphaned penguins. Bridled 
Terns, Little Penguins and Buff‐banded 
Rails are often seen here and it is a 
haven for nesting sea birds. 
There is a nice picnic area on the island 
but no shop so please bring all food and 
drink requirements. 
For members and guests only. 

Leader: Clive Napier 
 
 

Sunday 15 March: Bibra Lake, 
Cockburn 
Half‐day excursion 
Meet at 7:30 am in the first car park at 
the northern end of the lake off 
Progress Drive. Bibra Lake is a part of 
the Beeliar Wetlands chain and a large 
number of bushbirds and waterbirds 
can be seen here. Bring water, hats, 
suitable footwear, etc. Snakes have been 
seen in the area. 
For members and the general public. 

Leader: Robyn Pickering 

Thursday 19 March: Lake Monger, 
Cambridge 
Half‐day excursion 
Meet at 8:00 am in the most westerly car 
park off Lake Monger Drive. This is a 
good opportunity to see many species 
of ducks, waterbirds, and some 
bushbirds. 
For members and the general public. 

Leader: Max Bailey 
 

Saturday 21 March: Alfred Cove, 
Melville 
Half‐day excursion 
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park in Troy 
Park next to the Oval, off Burke Drive, 
Attadale. There should be plenty of 
migratory waders and waterbirds 
round the river, and there are always 
bushbirds in the Park. Buff‐banded 
Rails have been seen here. 
For members and guests only. 

Leader: John Graff 
 

Sunday 22 March: Bird Photography 
Field Session 
Half day excursion 
Meet at 8:00 am at the Maurice Hamer 
car park. Turn off Pearson Street into 
Falcon Avenue, then right into Lakeside 
Road. The car park is on the left, 
opposite Heron Place. 
Many members are now, or are 
becoming, avid photographers with 
new digital cameras. This workshop is 
designed for you to get the most from 
your camera and will include 
discussion of: 
* Equipment 
* Understanding light, film speeds, 
apertures used, etc 
* How to photograph birds 
The leader is the author of the recently 
published ‘Guide to the Birds of the 
Greater South West’ and he 
photographed 285 of the 301 species 
shown. 
For members only. 

Leader: Simon Nevill 
 

Monday 23 March: Bold Park 
Ecocentre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat 
Meeting, 7:30 pm 
Saul Frank of Camera Electronics will 
speak on binoculars, telescopes, tripods, 
cameras and accessories used by 

birdwatchers in pursuit of their hobby. 
He will exhibit a range of this 
hardware. 
 

Sunday 29 March: Canning River 
Regional Park, Wilson 
Half‐day excursion 
Meet at 7:30 am at the Kent Street Weir 
car park. The walk follows a 5 km 
circuit along the Canning River, 
viewing a large selection of bush and 
waterbirds, hopefully with sightings of 
the elusive Spotless Crake. 
For members and guests only. 

Leaders: George and Pam Agar 
 

Friday 10 to Monday 13 April: Easter 
Campout at Kirkalocka Station, Mount 
Magnet 
Kirkalocka Station is 500 m off the 
Great Northern Highway, 85 km north 
of Paynes Find. They have a good 
caravan and camping area, shearers 
quarters, and a newly renovated 
homestead is available. 
There is a variety of habitats near the 
homestead including a creek with a 
permanent waterhole, breakaway 
country and bushland. 
Contact for bookings: Anne and Geoff 
Pilkington on 9963 5827 or email 
kirkalocka@bigpond.com. 
More information will be published in 
the next Bird Notes. 

Coming events, ctd 

Nankeen Night Heron standing (see 
“Australasian Bittern project”, 

BAWA projects) 
Photo: John Vogel 
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WABN subscription rates per annum 
(please cross out whichever is inapplicable) 

WA Members $12.00 
Interstate Members $15.00 
Overseas Members $20.00 
Note: WABN subscription is only available with a Birds Australia 

membership. For membership rates contact Birds Australia. 

 
Payment Details 
I enclose a cheque/money order payable to ‘Birds Australia’ 
OR 

Debit my     Mastercard       Visa  

    
……/……… ……...………………………… 
Expiry date    Signature 

 
*Concession card number(s) …………….…………………….….. 

(Full-time student, Health Care or Pension card) 
 

Post to: Birds Australia Membership 
  60 Leicester St, Carlton VIC 3053 

02/2007 

Title:                 First name: 

 

Last name:  

 

 

Address:  

 

 

 Postcode: 

Phone (H):                                           (W): 

Email:  

Birds Australia Western Australia (Inc) 
(A DIVISION OF ROYAL AUSTRALASIAN ORNITHOLOGISTS 

UNION) 
 

Western Australian Bird NotesWestern Australian Bird Notes  
Subscription Form 

 
Are you joining Birds Australia for the first time, or renewing 
your membership? 

Do you wish to receive Western Australian Bird Notes? 

If so, please complete the section below and send the 
appropriate fee to the national office with your membership 
application. 

Give our beautiful bird 
cards to your friends and 

family this Christmas! 
 

Some cards are displayed. 
 

Only $1.00 each including 
envelope! 

 
Blank cards also available. 

 
Contact our office at 

Peregrine House 
Tel: 9383 7749 

 

Willie Wagtail 

Singing 
Honeyeater 

Red-winged 
Fairy-wren 

Banded Stilt 

Australian Ringneck 

Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo 

Black Swan 
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The Editors request contributors to note: 

• WABN publishes material of interest to the WA Group; 
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copy on disk or emailed would assist, especially if in MSWord as a 
document without styles; do not embed pictures or graphics in MS 
Word; 

• contributions to be sent direct to the Editors, either at the office or by 
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 Sue Mather  sma12577@bigpond.net.au 
 Allan Burbidge allanb99@bigpond.net.au 
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• except for Observations, contributions will be published unless the 
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Printing Deadlines (at the BAWA Office) 
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Calendar of events 

This section gives members an avenue to advertise for voluntary assistance with projects, surveys, initiatives, office. 

♦ Atlas — surveys for this are continuing — contact Cheryl Gole 
9293 4958, e-mail cgole@westnet.com.au 

♦ Monthly Meeting Speakers — contact Brian Wilson 9293 1094 

♦ Community Education Sub-committee — graphic artist needed to 
create posters for our static displays — contact Elsa Dabbs 
e-mail dabchic6@bigpond.net.au 

♦ Excursion leaders — contact Sue Abbotts 9444 1607, 
e-mail suechat@bigpond.net.au 

♦ Sales Committee — BAWA’s bird cards provide an important income 
for the organisation — assistance needed with marketing of cards, eg, 
possible outlets and distribution — contact Valerie Hemsley 
ph 9364 6573 

♦ Combined Charities Card Shop, 1 Sep—18 Dec — help needed for 
this fundraising project — see Notices — contact Sally Wilson 
tel 9354 1208 

♦ Shorebirds 2020 — people who are prepared to survey shorebird sites 
and participate in the February southwest count — contact Sue Mather 
9389 6416 email: sma12577@bigpond.net.au 

♦ Australasian Bittern — surveys of suitable habitat — contact Robyn 
Pickering 9417 2820 or email: pickyang@smartchat.net.au or Peter 
Taylor 9772 4788 or email: birdingsw@westnet.com.au 

♦ Malleefowl corridor surveys — biannual surveys of 40 km of 
corridors north of Ongerup — contact Rod Smith 9447 3804 email: 
rodjoyce@bigpond.net.au 

Sat 6 Dec: Bull Creek Wetlands, Half‐day excursion 
Thu 11 Dec: Waterford Foreshore, Salter Point, Manning, Half‐day 

excursion 
Sun 14 Dec: Bibra Lake, Cockburn, Half‐day excursion 
Sun 14 Dec: BAWA Christmas BBQ 
NOTE: There will be no meeting in December. 
Sun 28 Dec: Thomsons Lake, Half‐day excursion 
Sun 4 Jan: Blackwall Reach, Bicton, Half‐day excursion 
Sat 10 Jan: Wellard Wetlands, Baldivis, Half‐day excursion 
Thu 15 Jan: Clarkson Reserve, Maylands, Half‐day excursion 
Sun 18 Jan: Herdsman Lake, Stirling, Half‐day excursion 
Mon 19 Jan: Bold Park Ecocentre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat, Meeting, 

7:30 pm 
Sat 24 Jan: Woodman Point, Cockburn, Half‐day excursion 
Sat 24 to Mon 26 Jan: Australia Day Long Weekend Campout, 

Albany 
Sun 1 Feb: Lake McLarty, Murray, Full day excursion 
Fri 6 to Sun 8 Feb: Rottnest Wader/ Bushbird count 
Sun 8 Feb: Peel Inlet cruise, Full day excursion 
Thu 12 Feb: Waterford Foreshore, Salter Point, Half‐day excursion 
Sat 14 Feb: Garden Island, Full day excursion 
Sun 22 Feb: Lake Joondalup, Joondalup, Half‐day excursion 
Mon 23 Feb: Bold Park Ecocentre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat, Meeting, 

7:30 pm 
Sat 28 Feb to Mon 2 Mar: Denmark Campout 
Sun 1 Mar: Yangebup Lake, Cockburn, Half‐day excursion 
Sat 7 Mar: Penguin Island, Rockingham, Full day excursion 
Sun 15 Mar: Bibra Lake, Cockburn, Half‐day excursion 
Thu 19 Mar: Lake Monger, Cambridge, Half‐day excursion 
Sat 21 Mar: Alfred Cove, Melville, Half‐day excursion 
Sun 22 Mar: Bird Photography Field Session, Half day excursion 
Mon 23 Mar: Bold Park Ecocentre, Perry Lakes Dr, Floreat, Meeting, 

7:30 pm 
Sun 29 Mar: Canning River Regional Park, Wilson, Half‐day 

excursion 
Fri 10 to Mon 13 Apr: Easter Campout at Kirkalocka Station, Mount 

Magnet 

Opportunities for volunteers 


